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INTRODUCTION.
I presenting to our readers the first number of the fourth volume of
this Magazine, we avail ourselves of the occasion to renew the expression
of our acknowledgments for the encouragement and support the work has
received.

It has been our aim to give to the Fraternity a periodical, whose literary
character should at least reflect no discredit on the Institution, while, as
an exclusively Masonic journal, it should prove a source of information
and instruction to the Brethren. We have endeavored to present, fairly
and distinctly, the true character and beneficent objects of our association ;
and, as far as possible, to guard it against the misrepresentations of the
ignorant and th& malevolence of the prejudiced. We have avoided per-
sonal controversy with our opponents ; but have studiously met their ob-
jections by a ‘candid development and free discussion of the broad and
imperishable principles on which our Institution is founded. This course
we shall continue to pursue until driven from it by occurrences not now
anticipated.

The past has been an active and, in many respects, a propitious year
for Freemasonry in this country. With perhaps two exceptions, the
Lodges have been revived and are in active operation in every State and
Territory within the jurisdiction of the United States. A uniform mode
of Work has been generally adopted,—the principles and policy of the
Institution are better understood ; and there is a more general desire
for interchange of sentiments and reciprocation of fraternal kindnesses
among the Brethren. There ¢s more of Freemasonry abroad, and less
of selfishness. The members understand each other better, and are
more fully conversant with the condition and transactions of the different
branches of the great family to which they belong. May we not add, they
more correctly appreciate the great benevolent objects of their Frater-

* nity ? ‘
1 -


STEVE
Rectangle


P ’ INTRODUCTION.

That the Magazine has contributed, in some measure, to the attainment
of this result, we have the assurances of intelligent Brethren in every
section of the country. We may at least, without arrogating for it any
undue credit, venture to say, that it has communicated intelligence, as to
the condition of the Fraternity in different parts of the world, which could
not probably have been obtained from any other source. It has, therefore,
done some good in the past: we trust it may continue to do good in the
future.

Since first we launched our own highly favored bark on the ocean of
experiment, others have been sent abroad to try their fortunes. Some of
them were freighted with choice, and others with indifferent cargoes :—
some were under the guidance of skilful pilots; others were less forta-
nate :—some have continued steadily, and we trust successfully, on their
voyage ; others have been stranded and shipwrecked. 'T'o the prosperous
we lender the hand of fraternal kindness—to the unfortunate, the sympa-
thies of one who has witnessed many similar disasters and well under-
stands the difficulties of successfully navigating the somewhat capricious,
but not always unpleasant sea of popular favor.

The utility of well conducted periodicals, in advancing the interests and
elevating the character of our Fraternity, cannot now fairly be considered
a debatable question. They exist and are encouraged and patronized
by the best and wisest of our Brethren,in all countries where Masonry
has attained an elevated character and standing among cotemporary In-
stitutions. In England, France and Germany, they hold a high rank in
the periodical literature of the day, and are regarded as essential auxil-
iaries in the economy of the Order. The experience of the last century
has confirmed and established their utility. The Rev. Dr. OLiver,—
beyond question the most learned and talented Mason in Europe,—has
said, that *those Brethren who are desirous of preventing the spread of
Masonic information, are not only unjust to the Fraternity, but they mﬂ:ct
a grievous wound upon the Order.”

¢ The popularity of Freemasonry,” he adds, “ is admitted to be essen-
tial to its prosperity. For a century it has been gradually advancing in
public opinion, but its progress has been slow and uncertain. Its beauty
and usefulness are now becoming more apparent. It is taking its rank
amongst the Institutions of the country ; and if it be nourished by the pat-
ronage of wealth and talent, it will be placed before mankind as an Or-
der in which the pleasing pursuits of science are blended with morality
and virtue on the one hand, and benevolence and charity on the other.
And who can be so justly expected to advance its reputation as those
who are acquainted with its merits, and entrusted with the direction of its
affairs > The public in general will entertain an indifferent opinion of its
purity, if those who occupy the places of authority under its jurisdiction,
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INTRODUCTION. 3

display any reluctance to have its merits become the subject of open dis-
cussion. It will be an anomaly in the nineteenth century, to hear com-
plaints that the sources of information in any branch of science have been
invidiously closed, and their investigation placed under an interdict.

“The dearth of Masonic writers is attributable, in a great degree, to
this mistaken principle; and therefore it constitutes a serious charge
against ' Freemasonry as a professed science, that it has contributed so
little to the general fund of intelligence by which the present age is dis-
tinguished.

* « No one, except the Free and Accepted Mason, ever thinks of taking

up a book on this forbidden subject for the purpose of increasing his
stock of general knowledge. The prejudices of the people have been
enlisted against it ; and therefore, to the common reader, it is devoid of in-
terest. He feels indifferent about an institution which, he has been led to
believe, possesses no claim upon his regard, no excitement for his indus-
try, no merit to reward his application. But if the philosophy of Mason-
ry were made an open subject of illustration and research; if it were
fairly brought before the public in a scientific form, it would receive the
same attention that is bestowed on every other enquiry, whether in phy-
sics or arts, in morality or religion.

“The rulers and governors of Masonry have at different perieds, been
imbued with a liberal spirit in this particular; and at those seasons the
Order has proportionably advanced both in individual utility and popular
estimation. They have bestowed a passing glory on the Masonic world,
like a beam of light illuminating a darkened atmosphere. The establish-
ment of the Library and Museum, by the Grand Lodge (of England,) a
few years ago, is an existing proof of the liberal policy exhibited by the
late Grand Master (the Duke of Sussex,) on this important subject.

“ The present times are distinguished by a general anxiety to produce
a mental edification, and the melioration of society in all its grades. In
conformity with this prevailing taste, Freemasonry must and will become
a subject of open investigation. And to be justly appreciated it must be
perfectly understood. Tt is evidently the duty of our rulers, therefore,
both supreme and subordinate, to use every means at their command to
direct the public taste into a legitimate channel; lest their neglect be
converted into an argument unfavorable to the existence of the Masonic
edifice. It is, however, too securely based to be easily overthrown. But
surely it would be better to guide the enquirer into a right path, than by
endeavoring to suppress his desire for information, suffer him to stray
into devious courses, which may terminate in error and absurdity.

“ Thus it is to be presumed that in the highest quarters the opinion is
entertained, that the greater facilities are afforded for enquiry, the more
likely is the science to maintain its proper dignity of character ; while, if
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it be encircled with the shades of obseurity, it may, like the mole, blunder
on in darkness, and never show its light before men, that they might see
its good works, to the glory of Him in whose name it is founded, and
whose splendor illuminates its deepest and most sublime mysteries.

“The more fair VIRTUE’ 8 seen, the more she charms.
Safe, plain, and easy, are her artless ways ;
With face erect, her eyes look straight before ;
For dauntless is her march, her steps secure.
Not so pale FrRAUD ;—now here she turns, now there,
Still seeking darker shades, secure in none;
Looks often back, and wheeling round and round,
Sinks headlong in the danger sﬁe would shun.” )

To these views of our learned transatlantic Brother, we presume
there are few intelligent Masons in this country who wi]l take excep-
tion. There may be individual cases, but they are of rare occur-
rence. A reliance on intuition rather than studious application for
knowledge, and a desire to be wise without the labor of acquiring wisdom,
seldom make safe counsellors. ‘ There is no royal road to geometry,”
was the apt remark of a philosopher of the last century. Itis equally
true of Freemasonry. The time is passed when a merely mechanical
knowledge of the Masonic ritual is alone to distinguish the ¢ rulers and
governors” of the Fraternity. They must be able to give reasons for
what they teach, or their teachings will pass away as the winds that blow.
The Institution is to be iried and judged as well by the intelligence as the
characters of its members. It should, therefore, be our endeavor to ele-
vate both; and we respectfully submit, that whatever tends to this result is
worthy of the encouragement and support of our ¢ ancient Brotherhood.”

We have frequently been called on, and perhaps have more frequently
taken occasion, to discuss'important questions in Masonic Jurisprudence.
Our opinions have been freely and frankly given. We have not sought
to sustain or favor the particular views of any through friendship ; and, if
we may rely on the teachings of our own heart, we have in no one in-
stance been influenced by prejudice or a too tenacious attachment to pre-
opinions hastily advanced. We have differed on essential matters from
esteemed and intelligent Brethren ; but have never failed to give reasons
for our difference and authority for our facts. Of the correctness of these
opinions and the validity of our reasoning, the Brethren are the only pro-
per judges. We regard discussions of the character here alluded to, as
among the most interesting, and perhaps the most important, of our edito-
rial labors. We shall continue them, as occasion may require.

With these introductory remarks, we set forth on the duties of another
year, trusting to a beneficent Providence for the wisdom and direction
requisite to a successful prosecution of our labors.

Boston, Nov. 1, 1844.
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PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES. 5

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES.
FREE ADMISSION OF CLERGYMEN.,

Tre following communication is from an intelligent and valued corres-
pondent, and we take great pleasure in giving it a place in our pages.
The inquiry is one of considerable interest, and in respect to which there
is a diversity of opinion ainong Brethren well read in the Constitutions
of the Order :

Eureka, Masonic Hall, Richland, Miss., Aug. 23, 1844.
Comp. C. W. Moork, Boston, Mass.:

You will readily excuse the liberty of this letter, as the object of it is to elicit
from your able pen an analysis of Section 4, of Masonic Constitutions—relating
to Frerequisite qualifications of candidates.

find sufficiency of evidence to satisfy my mind on the subject, contained in
Magazine, Vol. 2, page 36; also, on p. Sg, (Art. 58,) is found a regulation of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, nearly to the point. Others differing, however, bas
induced this inquiry, viz:

A Minister of the Gospel, endowed with all the prerequisites referred to in
Sec. 4, of the old Constitutions, save that of the sense of vision, (which not being
such as would prevent him from receiving the necessary instruction,) petitioned
Lodge No. 24, through his friend, who, fearing the result, owing to Constitu-
tional objectious, or otherwise, withdrew the same, before it was referred to a
Committee. Sometime subsequently to this period, another petition is presented
to —— Lodge, No. 17; which Lodge takes a favorable action, and in accord-
ance therewith confers the first degree ; the friend of- candidate withdraws appli-
cation for second degree, apprehending Constitutional, or other objection,—can-
didate by his friend procures certificate of good standing, of course, to the de-
%ree to which he is admitted. Candidate desires to advance, and petitions

ureka Lodge, for this privilege. How is it? The sense alluded to seems
indispensable, (if we were not primarily speculative,) to the performance of
an imperative rule. It is said, however, that a previous rule is quite as impera-
tive. Not so—because the previous rule depends on pecuniary contingency,
while the other would demand physical or manual interposition, at once of grave
and solemn importance. Forgive me for intruding other opinions, when your
own is asked for. My sole object was to let you see the pivot on which the dis-
cussion turns. This forms the sole objection, if this be tangible. Most gladly
would he be received if this point was settled, for the Rev. Brother sustains a
character without blemish. .

I advised a favorable action under a rule, that he stand suspended until the
session of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, when the Constitutional objection
could be settled. Your views would greatly contribute to such a result. :

One more question, if you please. ‘%;hnt rule is found for gratuitously honoring
Ministers of the Gospel with our privileges, beyond courtesy ? or do you so con-
form in old Massachusetts ? It is a general rule in this State, I believe, but I
have seen no authority for it. I clearly believe that they should, at least, con-
form to Grand Lodge tax on subordinates, as well as monthly dues to subordi-
nate Lodges. What do you think of it ? J.J.D

The regulation referred to by our correspondent is undoubtedly of great
antiquity, and is probably one of the original Constitutions collected and
preserved by the assemblage of Masons held at York, in the early part of
the tenth century. It provides, that every candidate for the mysteries of
Masonry, shall be ¢ free born, of mature and discreet age, of good report,
of sufficient natural endowments, and the senses of a man, with an estate
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6 PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES.

office, trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquiring an honest
livelihood, and of working in his Craft.”” It further declares, that he
“ must also be upright in body, not deformed or dismembered, at the
time of making, but of hale and entire limbs.”

A similar regulation was adopted at a general assembly of Masons,
held at London, in 1663—at which time the Earl of St. Alban’s was
elected Grand Master, and Sir Christopher Wren, the architect, Junior
Grand Warden. It was in the following terms :

%2, That no person hereafter shall be accepted a Freemason, but such as are
of able body, honest parentage, good reputation, and an observer of the laws of
the land.”

Taking these regulations as they stand, and interpreting them literally,
there can be no doubt as to the physical qualifications of a candidate for
admission to the honors of Masonry. They were adopted at a time when the
Fraternity was almost exclusively an operative association. The admission
of the deformed and maimed, who were disqualified for manual labor,
was therefore to be guarded against, as a practice tending not ouly to
embarrass the Brotherhood, but to lessen their ability to afford pecuniary
relief to such of their fellows as from sickness, or the occurrence of any
of those accidents peculiar to their occupation, might require it. The reg-
ulation may then have been wise and salutary. Is it so at the present time ?
The Institution has ceased to be operative, and has become a purely spec-
ulative, or moral and benevolent Fraternity. It is not now so essential that
the candidate be of ““hale and entire limbs,” if he be of ¢ good report, of
sufficient natural endowments,” and have ‘ some visible way of acquir-
ing an honest livelihood.” But where rests the authority to change the
regulation > If it exists, we would not exercise it. We would preserve
the landmarks set up by our fathers, as a sacred legacy. But does it ne-
cessarily follow that to do this, we must be bound by the letter, without
regard to the spirit of the regulation, or the changes wrought by tire
in the character and objects of the Institution ? A regulation adopted dur-
ing the reign of James II., provides, ¢ That no fellowe goe into the town
by night, except he have a fellowe with him, who may bear him record
that he was in an honest place.” We take it for granted that it will not
be deemed expedient that the letter of this regulation should now be en-
forced. It was undoubtedly originally a wise and salutary provision.
The spirit of it is,that a Mason should walk uprightly in his vocation,
avoiding all evil company and licentious habits. This is retained and in-
culcated by the present regulations and charges. A literal construction
of it would now be considered an absurdity. Do we not, therefore, do all
that can reasonably be required of us, if we regard the spirit of regula-
tions, the letter of which has, by necessary and unavoidable circumstances,
become obsolete and impracticable ?
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Let us apply this reasoning to the regulation under consideration. We
have seen that one of the objects proposed by it, was to protect the Institu-
tion against the embarrassment and injurious effects which must necessa-
rily follow the admission of persons, having no visible means of acquiring
an honest livelikood, or ability to work in their Craft. And here the
question arises, whether the spirit of this regulation is impaired by the
admission of a candidate possessed of * visible means of acquiring an
honest livelihood,” and in all respects capable of * working in his Craft,”
but who is laboring under a personal deformity ? If the deformity be not
such as to disqualify him for receiving the necessary instructions, the
true intent of the regulation, in our opinion, remains unimpaired ; and
we believe this construction to be sustained and sanctioned by the usages
of the Fraternity for the last century. In the book of ancient Constitu-
tions published in England in 1754, which is a reprint of that of 1721—
the first ever published—we find a corresponding regulation in the follow-
ing terms :

 No Master should take an Apprentice, unless he has sufficient employment
for him, and unless he be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his body,
that may render him incapable of learning the art, or of serving his Master's Lord,
and of being made a Brother, and then a Fellow-Craft in due time.*”

This, in our opinion, sustains the construction, that where the deformity,
or personal defect, does not amount to inability te-obtain an * honest live-
lihood,” it does not operate ag-a bar against admission to the privileges
of the Institution. The regulation was evidently designed to protect the
Order against those whose connection with it would be an encumbrance
on its charities. If this design be realized, we conceive that the true in-
tention of the regulation is preserved, and the end proposed by it accom-
plished. We cannot believe that it was ever intended to operate to the
exclusion of worthy men, capable of providing for themselves and of con-
tributing to the necessities of the unfortunate, for no better reason than
that they are not in all respects whole and perfect as other men. Were it
essential to the argument, numberless instances might be cited of the
acceptance of candidates deficient in the required physical qualifications.
Every country furnishes them,—our daily observation witnesses them.
Many thousands of persons have in all ages been admitted to the Order,
who were not opératives, and who, from their education and habits
of life, were as incapable of using mechanical tools, as though they had
been deformed or crippled. Does not this fact prove that there has
always been a distinction made between those who were received as ap-
prentices, with a view to become in due time operative Masons, and those

*Section 4th, page 149.
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who were admitted, having no such intention, and were not, therefore, re-
quired to serve the usual seven years’ apprenticeship ?* Isitnot fairly and
logically deducible from these premises, that the particular clause of the
regulation under consideration, was specially and exclusively designed
for the government of the operative branch of the Order? If so, are we
required to enforce its rigid observance, now that the Institution has lost its
operative character and become a purely speculative, or moral and benev-
olent Fraternity ?

The present regulation of the Grand Lodge of England is,  that every
candidate must be a free man, and his own master, and, at the time of his
initiation, be known to be in reputable circumstances. He should be a
lover of the liberal arts and sciences, and have made some progress in
one or other of them.”t Possessing these qualifications, with a good
character, and acknowledging the existence of a superintending Provi-
dence, nothing more is required of him.

The following from the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, is to the purpose, and in our view of the matter, covers the whole
ground :

Art. 3. Sec. 4. By the ancient regulations, the physical deformity of an
individual operates as a bar to his admission into the Feratemity. But in view of
the fact, that this regulation was adopted for the government of the Craft, at a
period when they united the character of operative vith that of speculative Ma-
sons, this Grand Lodge, in common, it is believed, with most of her sister Grand
Lodges in this country and in Europe, has authorised such a construction of the
regulation, as that, where the deformity does not amount to an inability honestly
to acquire the means of subsistence, it constitutes no hindrance to Initiation.

The regulation of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, referred to by our
correspondent, is as follows :

»

“ Art. 58, When the deformity ef a candidate for Initiation is not such as to
prevent him from being instructed in the arts and mysteries of Freemasonry, his
admission will not be an infringement upon the landmarks, but will be perfectly
consistent with the spirit of our Institution,”

Our correspondent can best determine whether the particular case
stated by him, comes within the rule as above defined.

In respect to the gratuitous admission of clergymen, we have but few
words to say. There is no specific constitutional regulation on the sub-
ject. It is entirely a local matter, to be settled by each Grand Lodge for
the government of the Lodges within its own jurisdiction. The practice
in this country is not uniform. In Massachusetts, they were formerly ad-
mitted without charge ; but the.Grand Lodge a few years since thought
proper to change the regulation, and they now, in this respect, stand on
an equality with other citizens.

*¢ No Master nor fellow shall take no apprentice for less than seven years.”— Book of
Conastitulions, Art. 7.
tEnglish Constitutions, page 85, Sec. 3.

— e —————— 4
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HISTORY OF INITIATION.

COMPRISING A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE RITES AND CEREMONIES, DOCTRINES
AND DISCIPLINE, OF ALL THE
SECRET AND MYSTERIOUS INSTITUTIONS

oF
THE ANCIENT WORLD.
NUMBER I.

AGREEABLY to promise, we herewith present our readers with the firstof a
series of Twelve Numbers on the HisTory or IniTiaTioN. In the preparation
of them we shall claim no credit for originality. For the materials of which they
will be composed, we shall be almost exclusively indebted to the indefatigable
labors and deep researches of our learned friend and Brother, the Rev. GEoRrGE
OLIVER, of England. We make this general acknowledgment at this time, in
order to avoid the necessity of a too frequent reference to authorities hereafter ;
believing that the reputation of the learned Brother named, will be a sufficient
guaranty for the entire accuracy of the historical statements adduced. When-
ever new matter is introduced, the authorities will be carefully cited.

Initiation may be traced to a period of the most remote antiquity. In the in-
fancy of the world the ceremonies would be few and unostentatious, and consist
perhaps, like that of admission into Christianity, of a simple lustration, conferred
alike on all, in the hope that all would practise the social duties of benevolence
and good will to man, and unsophisticated devotion to God. It was after the
stream of iniquity had inundated the world, and bad men had converted a sacred
institution into ridicule, from its simplicity and easiness of access, that some dis-
crimination became necessary, and the rites assumed e higher and more impo-
sing form. The distinguished few who retained their fidelity, uncontaminated
by the contagion of evil example, would soon be able to estimate the superior
benefits of an isolated institution which afforded the high advantage of a select
society, and kept at an unapproachable distance, the profane scoffer, from whose
presence their pure devotions and social converse would be polluted by impiety,
or interrupted by contumelious language or unholy mirth. To prevent such in-
trusion, therefore, the rites of initiation would become progressively more compli-
cated, and some distinctive tokens would be adopted as infallible tests to sepa-
rate the pious worshipper from the licentious worldling ; and enable the former
to detect with unerring certainty the truth or falsehood of any pretensions to a
fraternity with the faithful followers of the true God. Their ordinary employ-
ment was in the noble improvements of human nature, literature, and true reli-
gion, the knowledge or contemplation of God and his wisdom in making, order-
ing, and governing the world ; together with the study of the motions of the
heavenly bodies, and the sciences of astronomy and geometry therein employed ;
which are the noblest studies, and suppose or involve some skill in Letters, first
used in writing and in numbering. The study of Astronomy was indeed a fa-
vorite pursuit with the pious race who flourished before the deluge, and from its
sublimity would doubtless be one of the Sciences inculcated on the initiated.

Whether it led tothe practice of the Sabean, superstitich is matter of conjecture ;
2
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but we have no reason to believe that it produced any superstitious rites bear-
ing a characteristic similar to the polluted Mysteries of the postdiluvians. Such
was Initiation in these primeval ages, and thus it passed through the hands of
the antediluvian patriarchs unalloyed by any innovations which might tend to
viliate its benefits, or circumscribe its blessings. '
But after the flood, the altar of Darkness was arrayed against the altar of
Light ; the patriarchal ordinances were perverted ; the rites of Buddha were en-
grafted on the pure ceremonies of the Masonic ritual, and the plains of Shinar
resounded with the frantic yellings of the rebellious Cuthites. By subsequent
corruptions, the arkite rites thus boldly introduced, at length assumed the more
complex form of Brahmenism, and were at length solemnized with such splen-
dor of ceremonial pomp and imposing magnificence of decoration, that they ex-
cited universal notice, and their peculiar symbols were introduced into the celes-
tial sphere, The apostacy was attractive, and the spurious initiations succeeded
almost perfectly in extinguishing the unpresuming blaze of truth, which is now
denominated Masonry, supported only by the unpopular recommendations of
silent devotion to God and unoffending simplicity to man; accompanied by a
life which shrunk from the ostentatious expressions of public applause, without
any distinctions in this world, but such as emanate from piety and virtue. At
the dispersion, the impious architects of Babel travelled into distant countries,
each tribe under its ostensible leader, bearing the sacred Ark of the favorite
deity, under whose protection they penetrated into unknown climes without dread
or dismay. The surreptitious initiations of idolatrous observance swept through
the world with the force and vigor of a mighty whirlwind, involving nation after
nation in their gigantic focus, until they literally covered the earth as the waters
cover the sea. They sprang up in the East like some insignificant plant, but
grew and enlarged with such prodigious rapidity and strength, that soon their
vigorous branches spread from east to west, from north to south. The conti-
nent of Asia was pervaded in every part of its vast and spacious surface; the
shores of Africa basked under their shade, and disseminated their abominations ;
they imparted activity to the adventurous designs of the Phenician merchants,and
gave distinction to the Greek and Roman name ; the distant isles of Britain and
Hibernia, the cold and inhospitable regions of Scandinavia and Iceland, alike
yielded subserviency to their imperious sway ; and even the distant and unknown
colonies which peopled the woods and forests of the new world, felt and acknow-
ledged their utility in enslaving and reducing to abject submission the savage
nature of their fierce inhabitants.

Meanwhile the true Light of Masonry glimmered in the socket ;—feebly and
more feebly were its beams emitted as the overpowering domination of its earth-
born adversary made all nations and people and languages bend before it, until
the flickerings of the dying flame gave portentious intimation of its approaching
decay; and nought earthly could have saved it from utter extinction, if, at the
critical moment when its departing light made a last expiring effort for renewed
existence, it had not been reinvigorated by the Essenes, a well-intentioned sect
of people amongst the Jews, who took charge of the forseken institution, cher-
ished it in their bosom, until its rays of light once more began to illuminate the
surrounding darkness ; and it thence continued to enlighten a narrow and re-


STEVE
Rectangle


HISTORY OF INITIATION. 11

stricted path, terminating however in the broad and glorious blaze of splendor
that dissipated the unholy shades of idolatry in the person of Jesus Christ.

Long, long antecedent to the time when this benevoient dispensation was pro-
mulgated which brought life and immortality to light, and clearly revealed those
important truths which the metaphysical reasonings of heathen philosophy could
never fathom, were the practices exhibited which form the subject of these ar-
ticles. In those distant times, and amongst the people who had renounced
the homage which the creature owes to the Creator, the rites of initiation were
so indispensable, that no one could rise to any degree of celebrity in the reli-
gious or political institutions of polytheism, but by passing through this prelimi-
nary form ; it was the only avenue to honor, wealth, or fame ; and the peculiar
blessings of immortality ‘were restricted to those alone, who had borne without
shrinking or complaint, the privations and actual terrors of this rigorous ordeal.
To despise the Mysteries, or to omit the process of initiation, were to relinquish
all the title to preferment; and even the comforts and charms of domestic life
were scarcely attainable without this indispensable qualification, which was sup-
posed to restore the fallen soul to its original state of perfection; for the unini-
tiated person was virtually an outcast from society, an eternal object of suspi-
cious jealousy and almost without the pale of legal protection.

Initiation involved all the profuse and complicated mechanism of heathen my-
thology ; and many of the political and domestic customs of antiquity may be
traced to the same inexhaustible and prolific source. It was considered to be a
mystical death, or oblivion of all the stains and imperfections of a corrupted and
an evil life, as well as a descent into hell, where every pollution was purged by
lustrations of fire and water ; and the perfect Epoptes was then said to be regen-
erated or new born, restored to a renovated existence of life, light, and purity,
and placed under the divine protection. This was a figurative representation of
the descent of Noah into the Ark, which was a place of refuge from a punish-
ment inflicted on the sins with which the old world was stained. Here he re-
mained in darkness and solitude, impressed with feelings of horror and appre-
hension, not unaptly termed death, until the earth had been purified by a general
lustration; and then with the seven just persons who were incarcerated with
him, he emerged into the light and hope of a new and perfect world on which
the favor of heaven once more smiled, as it did on the first created man in the
garden of Eden. The candidate, at his initiation, was a representative of the
patriarch during his erratic voyage and subsequent delivery from destruction.
Like Noah, he beheld in a figurative manner, the uncontrolled license of the iron
age, the vicious anarchy and lawless contentions of the impious race before the
flood, under the despotic sway of their prince Ophion, furious as wild and rave-
nous beasts contending for their prey ;—like Noah, he descended into Hades, or
the Ark, a place of solitude and darkness, and here in safety he heard the disso-
lution of the world, the rush of waters, the dismemberment of the rocks and
mountains, the bitter cries and shrieks of the desparing race of sinuers in the
agonies of remorse and death;—like Noah, he passed unhurt through the puri-
fying element ; and being thusregenerated, like the deluvian patriarch he emerg-
ed into a new life of purity and perfection, and rejoiced in the distinction which,
he was taught to believe, his piety had conferred.
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A new language, mysterious and symbolical, was adapted to these celebra-
tions; and a system of hieroglyphics, legible only to the initiated, placed the
learning, the morality, and the politics of every nation decidedly out of the reach
of popular acquirement, as if they had been incased in a rock of adamant. And
the jealousy of the hierophants, or the dispensers of these Mysteries, became at
length so strongly excited, that, trembling for their Secret, they subsequently in-
vented a new hieroglyphic or sacred symbolical character and language, which
was exclusively appropriated to the highest Degree of their Order; in which it
is probable that nearly the same symbolical characters were made use of, but the
hidden meaning attached to each was entirely changed ;* so that even those who
had been initiated into the preliminary Degrees, and made acquainted with the
common curiologic and tropical hieroglyphics, were as completely ignorant of the
nature and secrets of the ineffable degrees, to which but few were admitted, as
the uninitiated themselves.}

The places of initiation were contrived with much art and ingenuity, and the
accompanying machinery with which they were fitted up, was calculated to ex-
cite, in its most elevated form, every passion and affection of the mind. Thus
the hierophant could rouse the feelings of horror and alarm; light up the fire of
devotion, or administer fuel to the flame of terror and dismay; and when the
soul had attained its highest climax of shuddering apprehension, he was furnish-
ed with the means of soothing it to peace by phantasmagoric visions of flowery
meads, purling streams of water, and all the tranquil scenery of nature in its
most engaging form, accompanied with strains of heavenly music, the figurative
harmony of the spheres. These places were indifferently a pyramid,t a pagoda,
or a labyrinth, furnished with vaulted rooms, extensive wings connected by open

*3o effectually was the meaning of these hieroglyphics hidden from all but the distin-
guished few, that in grocess of time the interpretation was entirely lost. At the invasion
of Cambyses, it was but imperfectly understood ; and in the time of Alexander the Macedo-
nian, none could be found to shew the meaning of, or design anew, a hieroglyphical inscription.

tThus, if in the common hieroglyphic, a hawk signified the human soul, in the sacred
hieroglyphic it would stand for Ezpedition; and thus essentially would the signification of
every particular emblem be altered.

$The pyramids were doubtless erected very soon after the dispersion, as copies of the
great phallic tower on the plain of Shinar; and as the latter was designe& for initiation, so
were the former. We are told by an acute observer, that the second pyramid has two elab-
orate pieces of cavern architecture attached to the north and west sides, thirty feet in depth,
and fourteen hundred feet in Jength, hewn out of the solid rock on which the pyramid rests;
and hollowed into an extensive range of apartments. The entrance is narrow, and the con-
struction of the cells intricate, all involved in darkness, and many of them closed up with
an accumulation of dust and rubbish. They had a communieation with the integior of the
pyramid, which cannot now be discovered, as many of the cells are entirely choked up;
((zxreaves. Pyram. vol. ii. p. 34.) and it may be added, that perha({)s the only entrance was
from the caverns beneath, into which the egress from the pyramid was by a’shaft or well ;
for we know that pits or wells were occasionally used in the mysteries, (Fab. Pag. Idol.
vol. iii. p. 187. Maur. Int. vol. v. p. 1061,) and a well did actually exist in the pyramid,
the use of which is otherwise unknown. ‘At the extremity of one of the passages,” says
Sir R. Wilson, “is a well, the depth of which was never ascertained.” (Vid. also Po-
cocke’s Descrip. of the East. vol. i. p.243.) Mr. Greaves thinks that these appartments
were for the priests to lodge in ; but independently of the consideration that such exten-
sive excavations would nevar have been made out of the hard rock with the chisel for mere
dwellings, when buildings on the surface would have been erected at one hundredth part of
the labor and expence, it is clear from the internal construction of these spacious caverns,
that they were intended to contain the apparatus of initiation into the mysteries, and were
exclusively devoted to this important purpose.
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and spacious galleries, multitudes of secret vaults and dungeons, and vistas ter-
minating in adyta, which were adorned with mysterious symbols carved on the
walls and pillars, in every one of which was enfolded some philosophical or
moral truth. Sometimes the place of initiation was constructed in a small island
in the centre of a lake; a hollow cavern natural or artificial, with sounding
domes, tortuous passages, narrow orifices, and spacious sacelli ; and of such mag-
nitude as to contain a numerous assembly of persons. In all practicable instan-
ces, they were constructed within the recesses of a consecrated grove, which, in
the torrid regions of the east, conveyed the united advantages of secrecy and
shade; and to inspire a still greater veneration they were popularly denominated
Tombs, or plages of sepulture.* '

SKETCH OF THE TRAVELLING FREEMASONS
OF THE MIDDLE AGES
By Arsert G. Mackey, M. D., Grand Secretary of the G. L of South Carolina.

Troven our Brethren generally have a very accurate notion of the state of
the Order at the time of the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and of course
are or ought to be acquainted with its progress since it has been modelled in its
present organization, its history during the intermediate period, has not been as
much attended to by Masonic students as its interest or its importance demands.
There is indeed no portion of our annals so worthy of investigation as that which
is embraced by the middle ages of Christendom, when the whole of Europe was
perambulated by our Brethren in associations of travelling artizans under the
name of “Free and Accepted Masons,” for the exclusive purpose of erecting reli-
gious edifices. There is not a country of Europe, which does not at this day
contain honorable evidences of the skill and industry of our Masonic ancestors.
I therefore propose, in the present paper, to give a brief sketch of the origin, the
progress and the character of these travelling architects.

Clavel, in his « Histoire Pittoresque de la Franc Magonnerie,” has traced the
organization of these associations to the “ collegia artificum,” or colleges of arti-
zans, which were instituted at Rome by Numa, in the year B. C. 714, and whose
members were originally Greeks, imported by this lawgiver for the purpose of
embellishing the city over which he reigned.

That association existed in Rome in the time of the Emperors. They were
endowed with certain privileges peculiar to themselves, such as a government by
their own statutes, the power of making contracts as a corporation, and an im-
munity from taxation. Their meetings were held in private, like the esoteric
schools of the philosophers. Their presiding officers were called “magistri.”
They were divided into three classes corresponding with the three Degrees of
Freemasonry, and they admitted into their ranks as honorary members, persons
who were not by profession operative Masons. Finally, they vsed a symbolic

*#Jul. Firm. de. error. p. 4. Diod. Bibl. p. 194, Hence were the pyramids of Egypt
accounted to be Tombs.
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language drawn fromn the implements of Masonry, and they were in possession of
a secret mode of recognition.

In time, the “ collegia artificum™ became the repositary of all the rites which
were brought to Rome from foreign countries, and thus we may suppose the He-
brew mysteries, or Temple Masonry, to have been introduced into that country.
This supposition may derive some support from the fact, that in the time of Ju-
lius Ceesar, the Jews were first permitted to open their synagogues and worship
the God of their fathers, without restraint at Rome,—a toleration for which they
were probably indebted to their fraternization with the members of the college of
artificers ; and in the reign of Augustus, many of the Roman Knights embraced
Judaism and publicly observed the Sabbath.

These “ sodalitates,” or fraternities, began upon the invasion of she barbarians
to decline in numbers, in respectability and power. But on the conversion of the
whole empire, they or others of a similar character, began again to flourish.
The priests of the Christian Church, became their patrons, and under their gui-
dance they began to devote themselves to the building of churches and monas-
teries. In the tenth century, they were established as a free guild or corporation
in Lombardy. The most celebrated of these corporations in Italy was that of
Como, and the name of “ Magistri Comacini,” or masters of Como, became at
length, says Muratori, the generic name for all the associations of architects,

From Lombardy, which they soon filled with religious edifices, they passed
beyond the Alps, into all the countries, where Christianity, but recently estab-
lished, required the erection of churches. The Popes encouraged their designs,
and more than one Bull was despatched, coriferring on them privileges of the
most extensive character. A monopoly was granted to them for the erection of
all religious edifices ; they were declared independent of the sovereigns in whose
dominions they might be temporarily residing, and subject only to their own pri-
vate laws ; they were permitted to regulate the amount of their wages; were ex-
empted from all kinds of taxation, and no Mason not belonging to their associa-
tion was permitted to compete with or oppose them in the pursuit of employment.
And in one of the papal decrees on the subject of these artizans, the supreme
Pontiff declares, that these regulations have been made “after the example of
Hiram, King of Tyre, when he sent artizans to King Solomon for the purpose of
building the Temple of Jerusalem.”

After filling the continent with cathedrals, parochial churches and monaste-
ries, and increasing their own numbers by accessions of new members from all
the countries in which they had been laboring, they passed over into England,
and there introduced their peculiar style of building. Thence they travelled to
Scotland, and there have rendered their existence ever memorable by establish-
ing in the parish of Kilwinning, where they were erecting an abbey, the germ of
Scottish Freemasonry, which has regularly descended through the Grand Lodge
of Scotland to the present day.

The government of these fraternities, wherever they might be for the time
located, was very regular and uniform. When about to commence the erection
of a religious edifice, they first built huts, or as they were termed Lodges, in the
vicinity, in which they resided for the sake of economy as well as convenience.
It is from these that the present name of our places of meeting is derived. Over
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every ten men was placed a warden, who paid them their wages and took care
that there should be no needless expenditure of materials and no careless loss of
implements. Over the whole a surveyor or master, called in their old documents,
“ magister,” presided and directed the general labor.

The abbe GRANDIDIER, in a letter at the end of the Marquis Luchet’s “ Essas
sur les Illumines,” has quoted from the ancient register of the Masons of Stras-
burg, the regulations of the association which built the splendid cathedral of that
city. I have not been successful in my efforts to obtain a sight of the original
work, but the elaborate treatise of Clavel furnishes us with the most prominent
details of all that Grandidier has preserved. The Cathedral of Strasburg was
commenced in the year 1277, under the direction of Hervin de Steinbach. The
Masons who under his supervision were engaged in the construction of this no-
blest specimen of the Gothic style of architecture, were divided into the sepa-
rate ranks of Masters, Craftsmen and Apprentices. The place where they as-
sembled was called a “hutte,” a German word equivalent to our English term,
Lodge. They employed the implements of Masonry as emblems, and wore them
as insignia. They had certain signs and words of recognition, and received their
new members with peculiar and secret ceremonies, admitting into their ranks
many eminent persons who were not operative Masons by profession.

The Fraternity of Strawburg became celebrated throughout Germany; their
superiority was acknowledged by the kindred associations,and they in time re-
ceived the appellation of the “ haupt hutte” or Grand Lodge, and exercised supre-
macy over the hutten of Suabia, Hesse, Bavaria, Franconia, Saxony, Thuringia,
and the countries bordering on the river Moselle. The Masters of these several
Lodges assembled at Ratisbon in 1459, and on the 25th of April contracted an
act of union, declaring the Chief of the Strasburg cathedral the only and perpet-
ual Grand Master of the General Fraternity of Freemasons of Germany.

Similar institutions existed in Frince and in Switzerland. In the latter coun-
try the Grand Lodge was established originally at Berne, about the middle of the
15th century, during the construction of the Cathedral of that place, but in 1502
it was transferred to Zurich.

The details of the proceedings of the travelling Freemasons in England, are
more familiar as well as more interesting to us. They entered that kingdom at
an early period. We have already seen that their organization in Italy, as a free
guild, took place early in the 10th century, and we know from undoubted docu-
ments, that Prince Edwin assembled the English Masons at York, in 926, when
the first English Grand Lodge was constituted. It is from this general assembly
of our ancestors at York, that all the existing constitutions of our English and
American Lodges derive their authority. From that period the Fraternity with
various intermissions continued to pursue their labors, and constructed many
edifices which still remain as monuments of their skill as workmen and their taste
as architects. Kings, in many instances, became their patrons, and their labors
were superintended by powerful noblemen and eminent prelates, who for this
purpose were admitted as members of the Fraternity. Many of the old charges
for the better government of their Lodges have been preserved and are still to be
found in our books of Constitutions, every line of which indicates that they were
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originally drawn up for associations strictly and exclusively operative in their
<haracter.

In glancing over the history of this singular body of architects, we are struck
with several important peculiarities.

In the first place, they were strictly ecclesiastical in their character. The
Pope, the Supreme Pontiff of the Church, was their patron and protector. They
were supported and encouraged by Bishops and Abbots, and hence their chief
employment appears to have been in the construction of religious edifices. Like
their ancestors, who were engaged in the erection of the magnificent Temple of
Jerusalem, they devoted themselves to labor for the “ House of the Lord.” Ma-
sonry was then, as it had been before and has ever been since, intimately con-
nected with religion.

They were originally all operatives. But the artizans of that period were not
educated men, and they were compelled to seek among the clergy, the only men
-of learning, for those whose wisdom might contrive and whose cultivated taste
aight adorn the plans which they by their practical skill were to carry into effect.
Hence the germ of that speculative Masonry which once dividing the character
of the fraternity with the operative, now completely occupies it, to the entire
-exclusion of the latter.

But, lastly, from the circumstance of their union and concert, arose a unifor-
ity of design in all the public buildings of that period—a uniformity so remark-
able as to find its explanation only in the fact that their construction was com-
mitted throughout the whole of Europe, if not always to the same individuals, at
least to members of the same association. The remarks of Mr. Hope on this
subject, in his “ History of Architecture,” (p. 239,) are well worthy of perusal.
“The architects of all the sacred edifices of the Latin Church, wherever such
arose,—North, South, East or West—thus derived their science from the same
«central school ; obeyed in their designs the same hierarchy ; were directed in
their construction by the same principles of propriety and taste; kept up with
each other in the most distant parts to which they might be sent, the most con-
stant correspondence ; and rendered every minute improvement the property of
the whole body and a new conquest of the art. The result of this unanimity
was, that at each successive period of the monastic dynasty, on whatever point a
new Church or new monastery might be erected, it resembled all those raised at
the same period in every place, however distant from it, as much as if both had
been built in the same place by the same artist. For instance, we find at par-
ticular epochs, Churches as far distant from each other as the North of Scotland
and the South of Italy, to be minutely similar in all the essential characteristics.”

In conclusion, we may remark with some pride as their descendants, that the
world is indebted to this association for the introduction of the Gothic, or as it
has lately been denominated, the pointed style of architecture. This style, so
different from the Greek or Roman orders, whose pointed arches and minute tra-
cery distinguish the solemn temples of the olden time, and whose ruins arrest the
attention and claim the admiration of the spectator, has been universally acknow-
ledged to be the invention of the Travelling Freemasons of the Middle Ages.

Charleston, S. C. Oct. 7, 1844. .
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ANECDOTE OF CAPTAIN CHAPIN SAMPSON,

OF WEST GARDNER, MAINE.
Frienp Moore :— «

In your Magazine for August last, you gave an “Interesting Anecdote,” of
favors received from a Freemason, by a Brother, under very peculiar circumstan-
ces. Allow me to relate an Anecdote, the particulars of which I received from
the Brother who was kindly relieved when there was no hope of human aid.

In the year 1795, the ship Betsy, which belonged to William H. Boardman,
Esq., a distinguished merchant, of Boston, sailed from this port. The ship was
commanded by Captain Chapin Sampson, who is now eighty years of age, and is
living in West Gardner, Maine. He has still “a sound mind in a sound body.”
He was entered an Apprentice Mason, in Liverpool, England, August 15, 1793.
Was made a Royal Arch Mason in June, 1801. His Royal Arch Diploma is
endorsed, “Ancient Lodge, No. 25. B. Thornton,—Z.—Liverpool, 11th June,
1801.” '

His ship was taken off Malaga, by a Tripolitan Xebec, and the vessel and all
on board carried into Tripoli. Here Captain Sampson and his crew were strip-
ped of their clothing, except a slight bit of cotton about their waists. Being the
first American carried into Tripoli, he and his men were driven through the city
chained, and were pelted by every offensive missile. He was then thrown into
a dungeon, where he was kept a number of days. After that, he was taken out,
aud was set to work taking the cargo out of his ship. While Captain Sampson
was engaged in this business, a Tripolitan officer, called Hassan Bey, and sus-
taining a high official station in Tripoli, made himself known as a Freemason.

" He said that he should do for him all in his power, but that if it were known he fa-
vored him, even his own life might be the forfeit. Captain Sampeon was soon
liberated, was clothed, and furnished with many comparative comforts. An op-
portunity of releasing him was found, and when he was about leaving Tripoli,
Hassan Bey, still mindful of his Masonic duties, made him many presents. This
worthy Tripolitan and faithful Brother, was, as he said, made a Freemason in
France.

A few years ago, the malignant sirocco of Antimasonry swept over this part of
the country, and Captain Sampson was assailed with rancorous bitterness, because
he would not yield to the fierce demands of the enemies of his Order,and bow
down before the tempest. He was too honest a man, and too faithful 2 Mason, to
violate his obligations or yield one inch to the requirements of his opposers.
He carried his colors at his mast head, and there they still are.

When he shall be summoned from this world to another, he will be supported
by his conscious rectitude. May the stone which shall mark his last resting
place bear his best eulogium : Here lies the body of an honest man.

Yours, Fraternally,

THomAS PowkR.
Boston, Oct. 1844.
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THE PHYSICAL BENEFITS OF MASONRY.

BY BR. JOSEPH R. CHANDLER.
| From an Address delivered before one of the Lodges in Philadelphia.]

Nor long since a constable of our city was instructed by a large property
holder, to proceed to make attachment of household furniture for rent dues. The
distress would reach nearly all that the law allowed to take; and painful as was
the task to the kind-hearted officer, it was, nevertheless, a duty. The tenaut was
a widow, with a little family of children. While the officer was sitting, distress-
ed at the misery which he was compelled to inflict, the widow entered the room,
bearing upon her the garments of her widowhood, whose freshness showed the
recency of her loss, and testifying by her manner the utter destitution to which
this attachment was reducing her and her children.

“] know not,” said she, “what to do. 1 have neither friend nor relation to
whom tf,’ apply. I am alone—utterly alone—friendless—helpless—destitute—a
widow.

“ But,” said the officer, “ is there no association upon which you have a claim ?”

“None! Iam a member of no beneficial society,” she replied. “But I re-
member,” she continued, “ that my husband has more than once told me that if I
should ever be in distress, I might make this available”—and she drew out a Ma-
sonic jewel. ¢ But it is now too late, I am afraid.”

“Let me see it,” said the officer ; and with a skilful eye he examined the em-
blem consecrated to charity, as a token of brotherly affection. The officer was a
Mason, he new the name of the deceased, and recognized his standing.

“We will see,” said the officer, “ what effect this will have, though the land-
lord is no Mason. Who is your clergyman ? The widow told him. The cler-
gyman was a Mason.

The attachment of goods was relinquished for 8 moment. The officer went to
thlie clergyman, made known the distress of the widow, and her claims through

asonry.

d“hAnd who,” said the clergyman, “is the landlord ?” and the constable inform-
ed him.

% Ah!” said the clergyman, “does his religion teach him to set us no better exam-
ple? We must show gim what Masonry requires at our hands. I have spent all
of the last payment of my salary, but here is my note at a short date for the
amount due ; the landlord will scarcely refuse that.”

In twenty minutes the rent was paid. The kind hearted officer forgave his
fees, and perhaps gave more, and the widow and the orphans blessed God for the
benefits which they had enjoyed through Masonry. What a reaction in the feel-
ings of that destitute mother and her children !rgut how much more exquisite—
how beyond all price and all appreciation must have been the delight of the cler-
gyman and the officer! True Masonry, my Brethren, affords to its children the
rich luzury of doing good. The tears of grateful joy which the widow shed
were made brilliant by the smiles of her relieved children, and became jewels of
Masonry, whose price is above rubies. How lovely, how exalted is the charity
which has such objects; it elevates its exercisers to a participation of labor with
Him who is the Father of the fatherless, and the widow’s God and guide.

Abroad, too, the great spirit of good which pervades our Craft and sanctifies its
principles-is found operative for the advantage of its members, and through them
productive of good to society. Not here alone, within the circle which includes
80 many Brethren, do we seek for and find the good effects of Freemasonry ; not
alone in the crowded haunts of business, where Lodges are easily formed and
kept alive by the continued influx of citizens and_strangers—but wherever the
solitary foot of a Mason is planted, wherever one Masonic heart beats, there is
the influence of our Order, there is the attractive principle, that brings within its
warmth and invites to kindly reciprocation every sufferer that Providence throws
upon the rights and claims of our Craft. Wherever a Mason is found—whether
upon the giddy heights of the Appenines, on the scorching desert of Arabia, or
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on the stormy Capes of the northern seas—there benevolence has an advocate
and an exponent ; there she recognizes the sign, the ear is open to the sound, and
the hand prompt to extend the duties of Freemasonry.

It was in & tempestuous portion of the year 1790, that a large ship, which was
making a slow progress up the Baltic sea, found itself suddenly wrapt in one of
those wild gales that came down from the mountain gaps, sacrificing nearly all
that stood in its course, and

‘ Reared up the Baltic to a foaming fury.”

In this situation, after gallant resistance to the tempest, the overladen vessel
succombed, and man after man was swept from the deck, and carried onward
% down the wind,” to be dashed upon the rocks of a lee-shore, or to be buried fath-
oms below the stormy surface. When at length the vessel struck upon the shelv-
ing shore, towards which she had drifted, the remaining portion of the crew lash-
ed themselves to the spars, and awaited the surge that should wash them from the
deck; it came booming onward : of the few that had been spared thus far, one
pnly.—the master of the vessel—reached the land. He reached it exhausted—
inanimate; his first recognition was the kindly care of a friend, in the chamber of
a sordid hovel—a chamnber whose darkness was dispelled by the light of friend-
ship, and where pains were assuaged by the attention of one pledged to help, aid,
and assist. -

The first word of the sufferer was responded to by the kindly voice of a Ma-
son; unintelligible, indeed, excepting in the language of Masonry. Distance of
birth and variety of profession constituted no bar to their humanity. The utter

- ignorance of each—of the other’s vernacular language—hindered not the delight-
ful communion. A little jewel that rested on the bosom of the shipwrecked mar-
iner denoted his Masonic character:—kindness, fraternal goodness, and love,
were the glorious response ; and when the watchful and untiring benevolence of
the Swedish Mason had raised up the sufferer from the bed of pain and suffering,
true Masonic charity supplied his purse with the means of procuring passage to
London, whence a return to the United States was easy.

The jewel of the shipwrecked Brother is now in my ession—as his blood,
also, flows through my veins. I hold the former as a rich heir-loom for my fami-
ly, to be transmitted to my son as a Mason—as it was transmitted by my father
to me.

Masonry stills not the tempest when it blows with its utmost force—Masonry
says not to the ocean embroiled with the winds of Heaven, “ Peace, be still !"—
Masonry has no power to hush the voice of the thunder as it speaks its terrors to
man—or to darken the lightning as it scathes the vision of its victims. These
are the attributes of a ﬁigher power. But Masonry takes the victim of the
storms, and wraps him about with comforts. She lifts the shipwreck mariner from
the wave that was becoming his shroud, and warms him to life. She stands not
at the door of the sepulehre, to roll away its stone, and bid the death-stricken ten-
ant come forth ; but she takes the bruised and crushed by the roadside, pours oil
into their wounds, and supplies the means of extending life. These things has
she done, and these things she continues to do. She goes not abroad to declare
the results of her benevolent spirit, but when she looks back upon the result, she
exclaims—* [ was eyes to the glind, and feet was I to the lame "

But, my Brethren, the physical relief which Masons impart is not the greatest
of her charities. Sometimes these seem forced upon us by the peculiar position
of the sufferer, or imparted from the sudden impulses of correct feeling ; and even
when they flow from the purest and most maturely weighed motives of good, and
a sense of Masonic obligation, they do not imply that permanent and deep-seated
sense of high moral duty which is the parent of that charity that looketh deep in-
to the condition of a Brother, and seeks to lift him from the pit of moral degra-
dation into which he has fallen, and to place his feet upon the firm ground of hon-
or and self-respect ;—to rekindle in their ashes the slumbering spark of decency
that seems to have been almost quenched, and to re-illuminate the temple in
which first was placed the image of God. Masonry, however, has done this. She

o
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has not paused at physical ministrations ; she has not said “ be ye warmed and be

e clotb&d,” and then turned away from ministrations to the immortal mind that
ay prostrate—debased—dishonored, and most fitly represented by the squalidness
and misery of the exterior.

Many years since, but within my own recollection, and generally under my own
observation, the respectable firm of Howard & Thompson (I use fictitious namesg
in the city of , fell into some commercial difficulties, which the limite
capital of the junior partner was unable to surmount. The senior partner with
the aid of friends compromised the debts, continued the business in his own name,
and became, in time, a wealthy man.

Thompson lacking energy of character, but possessing some pride, declined &
subordinate station in a eounting-room, until his habits became so bad that he was
deemed unfit for any place of trust ; and he sunk from respectability to utter des-
titution and misery with a rapidity I never saw before, nor since, equalled in any
man to whom crime was not to be imputed.

He became brutified : whole days would he lie on the public wharves, drunken
with the liquor which he had extracted from the hogsheads being landed at the
time; and(}lis rags hung upon him so carelessly that decency stood aghast at his
appearance. He was not merely a drunkard, but he was drunk all the time ; and
to him soberness was a rarity. He had not only lost all moral standing, all name
of, or claim to, decency, but self-respect had fled, and he was the nearest approach
in habits and appearance to the brute that 1 ever saw in man.

One day—it was a clear sunshine of January—Thompson had thrown himself
against the southern angle of a public building ; and about noon, as the members
of the came from the Halls, he looked for & little eleemosynary aid that
would enable him to add a loaf of bread to his more easily acquired liquor. But
member after member passed on—the case was too disgusting to excite sympa-
thy ; one member only was left ; he came round the corner of the building to-
wards the place of egress from the premises, and attracted by the appearance of
the wretch before him, he was about to offer alms, when, looking closer, he ex-
claimed—* Are not you Thompson ?” “Yes.” ¢« Well, here is something—but
we are watched, come to my office this evening.”

Thompson kept the promise, and presented himself at the office. He was not
seen again for several weeks; and, if any thought of him, it was to congratulate
themselves that they were relieved from the presence of such a squalid wretch.

About two months afterwards, as the troop of the U. States marched through
the city on their way to the north-western frontiers, Thompson was seen in the
manly uniform, and wearing the neat plain epaulette of a lieutenant of infantry.
He acquitted bimself like a man, and (ried honorably a captain in the service.

The world recollected that Thompson had been & member of one or two com-
panies and associations, of which his patron and friend had been the principal ;
and they imputed the kindness which lifted him from the degradation, to a social
feeling on the part of his benefactor.

But there are others who knew that the benefactor was Master of a Lodge,
where Thompson was once an-active and useful member; and that, had appeals
to the Master’s good feelings been earlier made, much suffering and disgrace
would have been spared ; as it was, the relieved died a captain in the service, and
the reliever lived to be Grand Master of a Grand Lodge. .

Beautiful illustration this of the power of Masonry to do good. How instructive
would it be in us, my Brethren, to know just what passed in the evening’s inter-
view between these two Masons. To know the persuasions on the part of the
senior, and the willing yieldings of the erring junior: to have witnessed the new
gush of self-respect-—its bright return to the heart—when it was proposed that he
should hold a commission ; and that there was one who not only could bave influ-
ence with the government to procure the appointment, but still more, would have
confidence in him, to be responsible for his future virtue. We may not lift the
veil, my Brethren, to look in upon the scene. Masonry, while she works such

ood, tiles the door, and lets others judge of the means by the beauty and excel-

ence of the ends.

L )
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EXCLUSION OF THE JEWS BY THE GRAND
LODGES AT BERLIN.

Tae Grand Secretary in his report to the Grand Lodge of New York, made at
its annual meeting in June last, brings this subject again before that body. The
letter annexed presents the matter in its true light, and we trust the measures
adopted may be persevered in until the interdict shall be removed. The subject
is in excellent hands, and we cannot doubt that the Grand Lodges generally
in this country, will cheerfully render any co-operation which may be required of
them, in the attainment of a result so essential to the universality and consequent
preservation of the Institution :

It is known to the Grand Lodge that the three Grand Lodges at Berlin act in
unison with each other, and that it is the practice of the Lodges which hold
fromi them, and which are spread over a great part of Germany, to refuse admis-
sion to Brethren from Foreign Lodges who are Israelites. One of their Lodges
having refused a Brother bearing the Certificate of the Grand Lodge of the State
of New York, on account of his religion, complaint was made to this Grand Lodge
at the quarterly meeting in March, 1842, and was referred to the Grand Officers
with powers. On the 19th of the same month despatches were forwarded to our
Reffresentative at Hamburg, instructing him to bring the subject to the notice of
the Gr. Lodge there, and request their interest to obtain the removal of the ob-
noxious rule of the Prussian Gr. Lodges. From subsequent correspondence it
appeared that the Gr. Lodge of Hamburg had already expended all its efforts to
bring the Prussian Gr. Lodges to a sense of the impropriety of their exclusive
regulation. The Letter of the Grand Master of Hamburg on this deeply inter-
eating subject, will be found in the printed report of the Committee on Foreign
Correspondence of last year, which has attracted universal attention in the Gr.
Lodges of this Continent. From the transactions of the Gr. Lodge of the Three
Globes, we perceive, that the subject of making an alteration of the law shutting
out Israelites from Masonic privileges, has been discussed in that body, at the
instance of. the Gr. Lodge of the Netherlands; and that an alteration proposed
was sustained by a roajority of votes, but failed for want of a two-third vote, and
could not be again revived under a year. The receipt of communications imme-
diately from that Gr. Lodge presented a favorable occasion to press the subject
anew, and in terms that could not admit of being misurderstood. A copy of the °
letter dated the 28th of July, 1843, was despatched by the hands of a Brother on
the 12th of September, and is as follows :

New York, July 28, 1843,
To THE MosT WoRsHIPFUL,

The Grand Master, Grand Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge of the
Three Globes, at the East of Berlin. -

Most Worshipful and Worskipful Brethren :—

It has been but a short time since a direct correspondence has been opened
between the Grand Lodge of the State of New York and the Gr. Lodges of Ger-
many, and we have rejoiced in the prospect which for the first time dawned upon
the Masonic World, that through the medium of Representatives, mutually ex-
changed by the Great Masonic Powers of the two Hemispheres, a perfect har-
mony and unity of action might be effected, and that the claim of each true Ma-
son—that he is a Brother of the great fraternity spread over the whole earth—
might be established as a practical verity, without dispute and without suspicion.

But almost at the commencement of this promising fraternal intercourse, we
have received information of certain restrictions being in force in some of the
German Lodges, hitherto unknown to us; which we could not have believed, but
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on the most indisputable testimony, and, as it has been proved to us to have been
enforced against Brethren of the Jewish faith, bearing certificates of this Grand
Lodge, we do, in the most solemn manner known to Masons, record our PRO-
TEST': and we, in the pure spirit of Brotherly kindness, call upon our Brethren
of the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes, to restore the ancient Corner Stone of
the Masonic Order to its place in the Great Temple of Humanity.

We have remarked particularly the address of the M. W. Grand Master, after
the debate on the subject now presented, on the 3d of Mareh, 1842, and assum-
ing that the grotnds stated by bim are the true grounds of objection to the ad-
mission to your Lodges of our Brethren of the faith of Solomon, we are constrain-
ed to believe, either that our German Brethren who refuse them admission to their
Lodges, have changed the Landmarks of their Order, or that the Institution to
which they belong is radically different from the Masonry of England, Scotland,
and the United States.

Separated from each other by the space of a thousand leagues, and inflnenced
by the ardent desire of consolidating the true Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons upon the firm and immutable foundation on which it was first erected,
and which the projected improvements of ingenious modern theorists have only
tended to disintegrate and deface, we feel bound to lay befure you our Masonic
creed, and await your decision whether the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes
and the Grand Lodges of North America are of one origin and form parts of one
Institution or not.

. We bave been taught, and have been in the practice of teaching, that Masonry
is Universal. That in every part of the earth the Masonic Fraternity is one band
of Brothers ; the children of one Father ; united by one fundamnta{ constitution,
and one sacred covenant; and never to be disturbed by questions of particular
creeds, or the systems of Church or State which agitate the world: and on this
latter point your own statute, No. 3, is sufficiently explicit :—

“ QAlle Staats politische uny Blrchliche Angelegenbelten stny Vemr Gren fremy
un¥ vow Vessen That'gkelt gans ausgeschlossen,”

‘The traditions and historical records of our Order, date its foundation from thé
erection of the Temple at Jerusalem by a Hebrew King, many of its laws and
customs are derived from the Mosaic fountain, the writings of Moses and the
Prophets are open upon our altars, and the Great God in whose name our Lodges
are consecrated, is equally the object of adoration to the Jew and the Christian.
The only religious qualification required by the ancient constitution of the Order

* 4s, a firm belief in the everliving God, the great Architect of Heaven and Earth.
Upon this corner stone the Masonic edifice 18 built. If then, the Masonic Insti-
tntion 13 one, it must have descended by regular succession from the same origi-
nal stock, and be governed by the same fundamental laws.

Should any number of persons, in modern times, form themselves into a so-
ciety, and take up the practices, the laws, and the name of Freemasons, without
being able to shew their Masonic lineage; they could not be recognized as
members of the Masonic family :—so, also, if a part of the true Fraternity, re-
taining the name and the rites of the Order, under the idea of improving the In-
stitution, openly change the fundamental principle, they form a new Institution,
and thereby renounce their identity with the original and parent stock.

Thus we have with all candor, briefly laid before you our objection to the
restriction laid upon professors of the Jewish faith. But there is another which
we must also state with equal sincerity.

We cannot consent that any members of the Craft, bearing regular certificates
from the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, should be excluded from the
associations of their Brethren of their own grade, simply on the ground of a dif-
ference of religious faith, within the limits of the old Constitution of Masonry.

~On these points we are well assured the whole Fraternity in North America, will’
be found to have but one opinion.
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We therefore, respected and worthy Brethren, most affectionately, but at the
same time most earnestly, request, that you will fully and deliberately consider
these subjects, and favor us with the decision which may be made thereon. 1In
the mean time we will hope and pray that in all our acts, both ye and we may be
guided by true Wisdom, that we may hereafter strengthen and sustain each other
in every effort to make perfect that {Inity, which is the Beauty and the Glory of
our venerable Institution.

In the name of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York.

Moraeax Lewis, Grand Master.
Axiex. H. RoseaTson, D. G. M.
Jamzs HerriNe, Grand Secretary..

The excellent report of the committee on foreign correspondence of the Grand
Lodge of New York contains an extract from the report of the National Grand
Master of Switzerland, for the year 1842, which has a bearing on this subject,
and is too important to be omitted. The Grand Master in speaking of the Grand
Lodge of England, quotes a report from the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, as fol-

lows:

“If the Grand Lodge of England attracts the special attention of the Masonic
world, it is very natural, as we look upon her as the mother Lodge of Ma-
sonry, and more particularly as she has extended her relations and counts affi-
liated Lodges in the most. distant parts of the Globe.

“This Grand Lodge has revised and published in 1841, her general statutes;
she has increased her establishments of benevolence by founding a school for
both sexes, and opened under the direction of the illustrious Brother, the Duke
of Sussex, an asylum for poor, aged, and infirm Free Masons.

“In the session of the 2d March, 1842, His R. H. Augustus Frederick, Duke
of Sussex, was unanimously re-elected to the duties of Grand Master. The
same year the Grand Master, aided by his Grand Dignitaries, did, aceording to
Ancient Masonic custom, lay at Sunderland, the foundation of a building intend-
ed for scientific purposes, under the name of ¢ Atheneum.’

“ Apropos to the admission into our alliance of men professing the religion
of Moses, this Grand Master, has expressed himself in the following terms.
¢ Among Freemasons all difference of opinion in political matters, or religious
belief, appears to me a matter of no importance, of whatever side, party, climate,
or affinity they may be. All Masons should extend to each other the hand of
Fraternity. These Masonic principles are those of all my life, and I can truly
say, that [ have grown old in the exercise of the Royal Art of Freemasonry.
They are my glory. They have procured me true relief in my troubles, a con-
solation in my afflictions, and when I turn my thoughts upon them, I feel grow-
ing i'oung again by their sweet influence.’ )

“In a fraternal audience lately given by H. R. H. to a Brother at Berlin, and
in the course of a long conversation, he expressed himself-iff the following terms.
¢I recollect still with pleasure, the time (1800) when I was Junior and Senior
Warden and afterwards Master of the Lodge, The triumph of Truth, (probably at
Berlin.) ¢Yes, my friend,’ added he, ¢ Masonry is a universal good, which em-
braces and unites together men of every belief. Although this principle is not
universally recognized, the time will come, and that soon, when it will be. We
are mgrching towards this noble end, and our united efforts should be employed
to arrive at it as speedily as possible. I am altogether in favor of the emancipa-
tion of the Israelites—and it is to be regretted that a number of Lodges in Ger-
many,are closed against them. Masonry should never close her portals to any
enlightened man, let his religion be what it may, if he has been thought worthy
of being admitted into the alliance. Although some contend that Masonry is a
Christian institution, and that some of her details do not accord with other creeds,
yet religion teaches us to love our neighbor, and that men are equal in the eyes
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of the Almighty. The Creator embraces all his creatures with the same
love. Let the form in which others serve and adore God be what it may ; let
tnem swear on the Alkoran, or on the Bible, the thought is always fixed on
God ;—and it is a weakness on our part to believe ourse%ves better than others.
My zeal towards Magonry will never slacken. I belong to the Fraternity
to the last breath of my life; and I will dedicate to her, with pleusure, all my
faculties.’

“This excellent Mason is now no more. On the 21st of April last he was
called to that Celestial Lodge where he will receive the recompense of his Ma-
sonic virtues, and of his numberless services. We also, dear Brethren, deeply de-
plore this painfpl loss; for it was from his hands that we received the Constitu-
tional patent of the English provincial Grand Mastership for Switzerland; it was
to his encouragement that we owe our Constitution as an Independent Grand
Lodge; it was him in whom we were always sure to find under all circumstances
a powerful and devoted protector. May you, dear Brethren, as well as ourselves,
guard in your hearts, the memory of the illustrious defunct, and his Masonic prin-
ciples such as we have communicated them to you, as a species of testament from

him.”
f‘\

The following notice of a transaction on this subject, which took place in the
“ Lodge de St. George au Pin Verdoyant,” at Hamburg, is from the same re-
port:

“On balloting for an Israelite Brother in this Lodge, the ballot box shewed in
a vote of 86, twenty negative ballots. From this there resulted a difficulty which
was got over in a manner answering to the spirit of Masonic toleration; and
which did honor to the Lodge. In short, after having maturely examined the
motives which had actuated the rejection, and which consisted only in the differ-
ence of religious belief, she declared them inadmissible, and rested on the fol-
lowing reasons. ‘For a long time past, the Grand Orients of England, France,
Holland, and North America, have admitted Israelites into the bosom of their
Lodges. To refusea Mason, merely because he is not a Christian would be con-
trary to the ancient statutes of the Fraternity. According to the most ancient
documents of Freemasonry, regarding the initiation of a profane, or the aggrega-
tion of a Brother, they simply require, that he should be no Jtheist, and that he
should profess the religion upon which all men agree; in other words, that he
should be a good and faithful citizen, and a man of honor and probity.”

\

FRANKLIN’S OPINION OF MASONRY.
The following is an extract of a letter from Bexsamix FrANKLIN, to his Father, dated
Philadelphia, April 13, 1738.

“As to the Freemasons, I know of no way of giving my mother a better
account of them than she seems to have at present, since it is not allowed that
women should be admitted into that secret society. She has I must confess, on
that account, some reason to be displeased with it ; but for any thing else, I must
entreat her to suspend her judgment—till she is better informed, unless she will
believe me when I assure her, that they are in general a very harmless sort of
people, and have no principles or practices that are inconsistent with religion
and good manners.”
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ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF MASONRY IN
. ENGLAND.

TaE Installation of Sir CanarLes Lemon, Bart., as Provincial Grand Master
for Cornwall, England, took place in April last. There was a large assemblage
of the Brethren from different parts of the Province. At the Banquet, in reply
to a complimentary toast, Br. Lemon returned thanks in substance as follows:

He began by saying, that he felt he might perhaps be chargeable with some
degree of blame for not having met the Brethren earlier, to celebrate the cere-
mony in which they had that day been engaged. But, as they were aware, very
shortly after the seat of the Grand Master of this Province was vacant, the seat
of the Grand Master of England also became vacant, so that there had been con-
siderable delay in filling up the Patent of his appointment. From that time,
there had been some hesitation about the appointment of the Duke of Sussex’s
successor ; since which, his own engagements of a public nature in another place,
had made it impossible for him to meet them earlier. At the same time, they
would give him leave to wish them joy—not of the appointment of their P. Grand
Master—but of the re-edification of the P. G. Lodge of this Province.—(Hear.)
The structure now stood complete, as part of that edifice, the antiquity of which
no man could well deny; though he did not mean to rest its claim to their appro-
bation on its antiquity only. Their excellent Chaplain had that morning pointed
out its high moral attributes—piety, love, charity—virtues most acceptable to
God, and most conducive to the happiness of man. But there was another con-
sideration which did not come within the scope of the reverend gentleman’s ob-
servations. The fact to which he allnded was, that so far as his knowledge of
history went, the Brotherhood to which they belonged took its rise in this coun-
try at that interesting period of English history which 1aid the foundation of Eng-

‘lish liberty.—(Hear.) He spoke of the guilds, established at a time when, as

Sharon Turner informed them, the tradesmen of all kinds were a servile class,
more adscripti glebe, conveyed and passed with the lands in which they resided.
Carpenters, architects, and smiths, were then men in the retinue of the great no-
bles, or attached to the monasteries, [Sir Charles quoted from Sharon Turner a
law of Edgar’s, obliging the clergy to learn some handicraft; and next referred to
the gradual formation of a class of independent artisans.] To have been then a
Freemason was a real distinction ; and they (the present brethren of Freemasons’
Lodges) were the representatives of those men who, by their association, bore up
against the feudal tyranny of their age. Subsequently, the talenis of the Brother-
hood obtained for them respect, and honor, and power, in times when power was
almost exclusively obtained by superstition or by military rapine. Then it was
that the good were associated with the Brotherhood, to enable them to carry out
their pious designs; while eri! men sought relief from their superstitious fears,
engendered by the violence of their conduct, by favoring the art to which the
Brotherhood devoted themselves—sacred architecture. And it was quite impos-
sible to look at the magnificent structures which marked that period of our archi-
tecture—Salisbury Cathedral, for instance, built as was known by a company of
Freemasons—without wondering at the gigantic talents possessed by the Broth-
erhood which they now represented. Who could see that beautiful spire, point-
ing to the sky, and directing man’s attention heavenward, as undoubtedly the em-
blem was intended to do,—aud see it, too, resting on piers almost too slight to
support an ordinary roof,—~who could look on this and not admire the scientific
skill and hardihood of those who planned and erected it ? Freemasonry, then, in
the earliest period of its history in this country, having represented the freedom
of their ancestors, in the subsequent period to which he had just now referred,
represented their science. And he felt justified in saying, that in the earlier pe-
riod, it represented only the freedom of their ancestors, because they had scarcely

4
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any remains of Saron architecture, most of that which went by that name being,
in fact, Norman. Both. those periods, however, had passed away. . Freemasons
were no longer the representatives of the existing science of the country. He
believed any one intending to build a Church would hardly think of sending for
the Earl of Zetland—(laughter)—and incompetent as he himself felt to preside
over that august society in the province of Cornwall, he should feel infinitely
more 8o, if it was part of his duty to. construct the public buildings of.the coun-
try. Well, then, those eras to which he had referred having passed away, what
remained ? Why, those moral qualities which his reverend friend" had pointed
out. They were, to a certain degree, representatives of> these; and it would be
a dereliction of the character.of Freemasonry, grossly to sin against any. of those
high moral principles, to which his reverend friend.has pointed attention. . They
were connected with a glorious; past ; they were assoeiated with: great deeds
gone by. With reference to its-antiquity, they could but wonder at the unsha-

en stability which, had distinguished their Order from -its erigin down to the
present time. A traveller in the East, happening to be in Egypt at the time of a
great storm, was struck by. the contrast between the scattered sands of the desert
and the stability of the pyramids, which for ages_had: reared their mysterious
forms amid the changing scenes'around them. This, to him, seemed very much
like the position Freemasonry maintained in this.and other countries. Its origin
unknown ;—amid the changeful circumstances of human life, keeping its ground—
its purposes but dimly guessed at; but possessing the- charm of a reverential
antiquity that connected it, he had almost said, with the origin of the human
race.—{Hear, hear.) Sir Charles concluded by again expressing his thanks, and
sat down amid the cordial cheers of the Brethren.

AN ERRING BROTHER. N

SpeAk not in anger, if from sin

You would an erring Brother win;

If you a sinner would reclaim,

A wild and reckless spirit tame—
Use gentle means—a pleasant word—
And kind emotions will be stirred.

A Brother, when he goes astray,
Is more determined on the way
When he beholds an angry face,
And never will his steps retrace ;
But when he sees a tearful eye,
Turns back with deep humility.

Speak then in kindness; love alone
Must to an erring friend be shown j
The warm, kind heart—the feeling soul
The waves of anger will control,

And lead to duty and to truth

The hoary sinner—or wayward youth.


STEVE
Rectangle
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NEW REGULATIONS BY THE GRAND LODGE
' OF IRELAND. - '

TaE following resolutions were passed by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, on the

19th February last :

- % Resolved, That from and after the festival of St. John, in December, 1844, no
Brother shall be considered eligible for, or admissible to the office of Junior or
Senior Deacon, in any Lodge in.Ireland, until he shall have, by a strict examina-
tion passed in presence of his Lodge, proved himself able to administer the mys-
teries of Initiation to a candidate for the first or Entered Apprentice Degree ; or
for the office of Junior or Senior Warden until he shall, by a like examination,
have proved that he is able, in like manner, to advance a Brother to the Second
or Fellow-Craft Degree; or for the office of a Master of a Lodge, until by a like
examination in open Lodge, he shall have proved himself qualified, in like man-
ner, to initiate, advance, and raise a Brother to the S. D. of a Master Mason.

And, that in each and every case a certificate of such examination and qualifi-
cation as aforesaid, of the Brother elected to any of the before mentioned offices
(to be signed by the Master and Secretary, and sealed with the seal of his Lodge,)
shall be returned to the office of the Deputy Grand Secretary, at the same time
with the names of the Brethren proposed for approval for offices in such Lodge,
for the then ensuing six or twelve months, as the case may be ; or in any case,
at least one calendar month before the induction or installation to any such office
take place, such induction or installation not to be proceeded with on any account,
if objected to by the Grand Lodge, or by any Brother or Brethren directed to act
for it in this way, until such objection be satisfactorily answered.

This resolution not to affect any Brother holding any of the aforesdid offices
previous to St. John’s day, the 27th of December, 1843.

JAlso resolved, That this Grand Lodge strictly prohibits, as unlawful, all assem-
blies of Freemasons in Ireland, under any title whatsoever, purporting to be
Masonic, not held by virtne of a Warrant or Constitution from this Grand Lodge,
or from the other Masonic bodies recognised by and acting in unison with the
Grand Lodge of Ireland. By order, JorN FowLER, Dep. G. Sec.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Erlract of a letter from a correspondent, dated Vicksburg, Sept. 27, 1844.

“ QOur Order continues to flourish, although during the summer, owing to exces-
sive heat, we have been unable to meet often. On the 28th ult. Tappan Lodge,
at Brownsville, Mi., celebrated the anniversary of the Lodge,—which [ believe is
unususal,—it being the termination of the first year. It commenced with seven,
and now numbers about forty, of the best materials. Br. B. S. Tappan was se-
lected as their Orator for the occasion, but owing to ill -health was unable to at-
tend. His place wassupplied by the Rev. A. B. Lawrence. By those who were
present, I understand that it was one of the finest Masonic celebrations, that has
occurred in this State. The procession was formed by about seventy Masons,
and about one hundred ladies, relatives of the members of the Order, each wear-
ing a scarf, ofthe color of the degree to which their relatives belonged. ~After
the oration, they dined together, and closed the ceremonies by a ball in the even-
ing. I mention this, as it is a rare occurrence in the South. We may be satis-
fied, that when we see our female friends take such an interest in the Order, it

must flourish.”
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MASONIC INTELLIGENCE.

IRELAND.

NorTn MunsTER, APRIL 9. Prince Masons Chapter, No. 4, met for the in-
stallation of officers, and to initiate a member into the sacred mysteries; after
which they joined the Encampment of Hon. Knight Templars, No. 13, conferring
on two members the degrees of Knight of the Sword, East and West, Hon.
Knight Templar, and Masonic Knight of Malta, when the united Conclave ad-
journed for refreshment, to enjoy the pleasures of a society cemented by the ties
of virtue and love, as those high grades must ever be ; and it was resolved that a
similar Festival be celebrated every Easter in future.

Enris, Max 81.—Grand Masonic Ball.—This splendid festival “came off”
this evening, at the Ennis Masonic Hall, in a style of magnificence rarely equal-
led, and we might safely add, never surpassed in this locality.

The promenade-room was tastefully wreathed with flowers, having also four
pillars, covered with rosettes; on the south and west were brilliant stars, with
swords, pistols, &c., hanging upon the walls, as it were, to guard the sacred em-
blems. Here was stationed the admirable band of the gallant 82d depot, whose
musical powers were unremittingly exercised during the night. The Lodge-
room was appropriated as the dancing apartment, being decorated by the shield
of each member, having at one end an elegant and accurate likeness of the Pro-
vincial Grand Master of North Munster placed over the orchestra, which was oc-
cupied by a quadrille band, under the superintendence of Mr. John Curtin. At
the opposite end was the chair occupied by the Master.

About nine o’clock the members of the Lodge in their gorgeous costume, were
in attendance to receive the guests in the Hall, who were severally conducted to
the Master’s chair and presented. After partaking of tea, coffee, &c., in the
refreshment-room, quadrilles and waltzing followed alternately. Here a scene
presented itself that baffles description. The rich dresses of the Brethren in
varied costume, bearing the emblems of their offices. The varied dresses of the
“ laity,” the scarlet of the military rustling with golden ornaments, the profusion
of wax-candles that poured a flood of li %nt illuminating all, and bright as any
thing we could contemplate, save the brilliant orbs that heamed from beauty’s
peeﬁess brow.

About half-past one o’clock the Officers of the Lodge ushered their guests into
the supper room. Supper being concluded, the Master, after an appropriate pre-
face, proposed the health of her Majesty, which was received with unbounded
applause, and drank standing, with all the honors. The national anthem was
then sung, by Brother Henry O’Donnell, the entire company joining in chorus.

Then followed in succession— Prince Albert and the Royal Family,” after
which the “Grand Masters of England, Ireland, and Scotland.” “The Provin-
cial Grand Master.” ¢ The Ladies”—which were severally received with enthu-
siasm and applause. .

The MAasTER next said he would propose the health of the Lieutenant of the
County, who honored them with his presence. As a country gentleman and a
resident landlord he stood almost unrivalled. His grandfather was a Mason, and
his father twice filled the chair which he (the Master) had now the honor to occu-
py.—(Applause, and hip, hip, hurra, with three times three.)

The Hon. Baronet returned thanks.

Sir Locios O’BrieN then proposed the Master’s health, and prosperity to Now
60, which was received with Masonic honors, and duly acknowledged.

Dancing was then resumed.
That the attention of the Stewards throughout was laborious and indefatiga-
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ble, apparently possessing the ambignity ascribed to birds, and attending to the
comforts of all but themselves.

The contpany did not separate until Dian had faded in her wane, and Pheebus
half-way proceeded towards his meridian career, when the company, still loth to
depart, wished

To all and each a fair good night,
And rosy dreams and slumbers light.”

UNITED BTATES

KEENTUCKY.

TAE annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, was held, as
stated in our last, at Lexington, on the 26th August. The representatives from a
large number of Lodges were present. The Grand Master stated that since the
last annual communication he had granted Dispensations for nine new Lodges.
We notice among the first day’s proceedings, that a collection in aid of the “Ma-
sonic College of Missouri,” was taken up. The amount collected is not stated.
We trust it was large, for the object is one of the noblest on which a liberal Ma-
sonic munificence can be bestowed. On the second day of the session, a public
procession was formed, in accordance with previous usage, and moved to the
Methodist Episcopal Church, where an Oration was delivered by Rev. Br. M. M.
Henkle, Grand Orator. The following amendment to the Constitution was adopt-
ed:— ' '

¢ Each subordinate Lodge shall elect its officers on each St. Johu’s day, except
when the same happens on Sunday, or when a resolution is unanimously adopted
to the contrary, in such subordinate Lodge, at the regular meeting next preceding
the St. John’s day ; in either of which cases, it shall elect its officers on the day
preceding, or the day succeeding such Sunday or St. John’s day ; and every offi-
cer may be re-elected as often as the Lodge may think proper.”

The irregularities noticed in the following extracts from the reportof the com-
mittee on Lodges under Dispensation, are of too common occurrence in other
States than Kentucky. They should not be permitted to pass unnoticed any-
where :—

“ Your committee have also examined the work of Marion Lodge, U. D., and
find it generally correct. There is, however, one gross violation of Masonic rule ;
one Brother was initiated, passed, and raised, and demitted at the same communi-
cation of the Lodge ; and frequently members were passed and raised the same
meeting. The first is inexcusable, and the last practice is deemed improper.
Your committee are disposed, as far as possible, to excuse this Lodge, as the
meeting at which the improper work was commenced, was under the conduct of
the proxies of the Grand Master, who constituted the Lodge.

“ Your committee have also examined the work of Estill Lodge, U. D., and find
it generally correct, but liable to the same objection as to passing and raising the
same meeting, and the same apology exists.”

The committee on returns notice this irregularity as follows :—

“It is deemed by your committee to be highly reprehensible in any subordinate
Lodge, to confer the three first degrees in Masonry, or even two of them, upon
any individual at one and the same meeting. Petitions for the several degrees,
should always lie over from one regular monthly meeting to another, and this
should never be departed from.
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_“They also deem it of the utmost importance to the well-being of. the -Frater-
nity, that the practice of receiving and acting upon petitions for membership on
the same night, should be discontinued aud discountenanced by all the Lodges
subordinate to this Grand Lodge.”

The following amendment to the Constitution was offered, which by regulation
lays over until the next annual meeting :— ' -

“ No petition for initiation or membership in a subordinate Lodge, shall be pre-
sented at any other than a stated meeting, nor shall a ballot be taken thereon, or
for advancement to the degree of Fellow-Craft or Master Mason, until at least
one lunar month shall have intervened from the presentation of said petition, or of
conferring the preceding degree—the candidate. for advancement having been
examined and balloted for in open Lodge, at a stated meeting : Provided, That
in case of emergency, the Grand Master shall have the right of dispensing with
this regulation.”” :

The following resolution was adopted. We understand that the Mirror is to
be gnlarged and ‘improved. We wish the enterprising publisher, and our intelli-
gent Brother who manages it, the realization of all the encouragement they anti-
cipate :

“ Resolved, That the Masonic Mirror, now published in Maysville, by Br. Bazil

D. Crookshanks, be, and now is, constituted the organ of the Grand Lodge of
Kentucky, and be recommended to the patronage of the Fraternity generally.”

The committqé on the subject of a “ Masonic Orphan’s Asylum,” submitted an
interesting and able report, which we regret not being able to find room for in the
present number of the Magazine. The report and following resolutions were a-
dopted :— ) :

¢ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will now aﬂpoint a committee of Education,
to consist of seven Master Masons, who shall have power to receive from the
T'rustees of Funk Seminary, in Oldham county, the grounds, buildings, property,
choses in action, and funds of that institution; and said committee shall be a
Board of Trustees of said Seminary.

¢ Resolved, That said comumittee of Education be authorized to employ the ne-
cessary Superintendent and Teachers,.to .carry on successfully said . institution :
Provided, no debt be created, for which this Grand Lodge shall be bound, exceed-
ing the amount due from the Lottery or the Manager, and they may draw for the
same on the Grand Secretary. .

“ Resolved, 'T'hat said committee be authorized to make such by-laws for their
government, and the government of said Seminary, as they may deem necessary
and proper, which may be abolished or altered at any time by this Grand Lodge.

¢ Resolved, That at each future Grand Annual Communication, five Master Ma-
sons shall be elected by this Grand Lodge, who shall act as a Board of Trustees
of said Seminary, to continue in office until their snccessors shall be duly elected
or appointed, as the Grand Lodge may order.

“ Resolved, That said Board of Trustees may make such orders for the educa-
tion of the Orphans of Master Masons, at said institution, which they may deem
proper, but in no event to incur a greater expense than the sum named in the sec-
ond resolution. They are further directed to make every exertion to procure
contributions and donations from Lodges and Masous, individually, to advance
the cause of education, in providing for the prosperity of said Seminary, and re-
port to the next Grand Communication.

“ Resolved, That the Secretary collect from Mr. Gregory, the Manager of the
Grand Masonic Hall Lottery, whatever he may owe now or hereafter.

“ Thereupon, Brothers Henry Wingate, M. M. Henkle, John Payne, Philip
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Swigert, W. G. Willett, Willis Stewart and J. 8. Crutchfield, were appointed said
committee.” *

“ Brother Payne offered the following resolution, which was read and adopted,
viz : .

¢ Resolved, That each Mason in the State of Kentucky, be requested to pay
over to the officers of some Lodge in his county, the sum of one dollar, or more,
for the purpose of aiding the Grend Lodge of Kentucky in carrying out the plan
of charity education proposed by them ; and that the officers of each Lodge, under
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, be 2 committee, collectively and individually
to attend to this contribution, and that they report'to the next Grand Lodge, the
name of every Mason in his f'uﬁsdiction, designating who are members of a

Lodge, and -who are not, and also the names of the contributora. :

“ Brother I. Cunningham offered the following resolution, which was read and
adopted, viz : : ’

“ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge request each and every subordinate Lodge
under its jurisdiction, to appoint a committee, whose duty it shall be, to find out
all the orphan'children of deceased Masons, within the limits of its jurisdiction
and those thay are in indigent circumstances, and send said children to the school
in the neighborhood where they live, and pay for the same out of the funds of the
Lodge, and by subscriptions from members and transient members ; and if there
cannot be means enough raised by such sources, then this Grand Lodge may ap-
propriate such sums as it may deem proper, for such purposes, by petition being
made for the same.”

We notice that Jfour hundred and seven initiations are returned for the past
year. One Lodge returns fifty !

MISSISSIPPI.

Tue Grand Lodge of Mississippi, at its last annual communication, passed the
following resolutions in relation to the important and interesting subject of pro-
viding for the education of the indigent orphans of deceased Brethren :

Resolved, That, the Grand Lodge earnestly recommend to the subordinate
Lodges under its jurisdiction, the necessity of educating all indigent children of
Masons within their respective vicinities, and report the number so educated by
them, their names and ages to the next Grand Annual Communication thereafter.

Resolved, That, if any subordinate Lodge shall report that they are unable to
educate all the indigent children of Freemasons, within their vicinities, the G.
Lodge may then appropriate a sum not exceeding $100, for each year, for the
relief of such Lodge.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge require the several subordinate Lodges un-
der the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, to make out, record, and transmit to the
Grand Secretary lists, setting forth, as correctly as can be ascertained, the names
of all Masons residing in the vicinity of each subordinate Lodge aforesaid, and
that the Grand Lodge require from the Brethren so living, without contributing
to the Fraternity aforesnig, an annual sum of money equal in value to the annual
dues capita of the subordinate Lodge in whose jurisdiction they reside, and
in failure of said payment being so made, or a suitable excuse rendered there-
for, that then the Grand Lodge take such measures as shall seem most expedient
to enforce the payment aforesaid.

Resolved, That the funds arising from the tax, provided for by the last resolu-

tion, be, and the same are hereby appropriated to the education, maintenance and
support of the indigent children of our Masonic Brethren.
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5 We have sent the 2d volume of the
Maguazine to our correspondent at Vicks-
burg, by mail, instead of sending it via New
Orleans. He will in this way get it much
earlier, and at less expense. We will give
him our views on the case stated by him in
our next. His letter came to hand at too
late & day for the present number. No an-
swer to his request in our behalf has yet been
received. He will oblige us by renewing it.

{3 We forwarded a week or two since, a
note to our correspondent at Kingston, Cana-
da, giving a negative answer to his inquiry
relative to the authority of a Master of a
Lodge. We presume it has been received.
We should have directed his attention to the
Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, art. Private Lodges, sec. 6—and also
art. Masters and Wardens, sec. 6. If our
note be not full enough, or not satisfactory,
we will discuss the matter, if desired. We
shall, however, probably soon have occa-
sion to refer to it, incidentally, in the discus-
sion of a more general question.

Maso~ic Meropies.—We understand that
Br. Power is about to issue a second edition
of his popular Melodies, the first edition
having been nearly all taken up. They have
been very generally introduced into our Lodg-
es, and with most excellent eflect. Theyadd
greatly to the interest of the ceremonies, and
we should be pleased to see them in general
use. The price, &c. may be learned from
the publisher's advertisement on the covers of
this Magazine.

I STErNE, author of the * Sentimental
Jouraey,” was buried in Masonic form in St.
George’s burying ground, in the Bayswater
road, Ireland. A gravestone was erected by
his Brethren over his remains, but the in-
scription is said to be nearly otliterated. We
trust the Brethren in Ireland will look to it.

I Brethren wishing the last volume of
the Magazine_bound, are requested to leave
them at the Bookstore of Otis, Broaders &
Co., No. 220 Washington street, addressed
to Mr. C. P. Emmons, Bookbinder. They
will be bound and returned to the same place
without unnecessary delay, at 62} cents per

copy.

$%Some of our Agents are greatly defi-
cient in the settlement of their accounts.

(-7 We have published a larger edition than
usual of the present number of the Magazine,
that we may be able to supply new subscri-
bers with the volume complete. It is desir-
able, however, that Brethren intending to add
their names to our list, should do so at as
early a day as may be convenient.

83 Our private paquet from Europe by the
steamer of the 20£ Iﬁ‘: is more than usually
interesting. The winter season has opened
with excellent promise of heing an uncom-
monly active one in Masonic affairs. The

articulars will be given as we can find room
or them.

@ Our corr dent at Kingston, Cana-
da, is informed that the Mark degree isnever
conferred in this country in a Blue Lodge.
There were formerly Marﬂ Lodges, but they
have been done away with. The degree is
now conferred in the Chapters only.

T In giving the names of the officers of
the Gen. Grand Chapter, in our last, we ac-
cidentally omitted that of Rev. RoBerT

[ PuncHoN, of Ohio, who was elected G. G.

Chaplain.

I We see it stated in the Providence, R.
I. papers, that St. John’s Lodge of that city,
has voted oue thousand dollars towards the
erection of an Asylum for the Insane in that
State. ¢

We have a few copies of the 2d and 3d

vols. of the Magazine, which will be dispos-
ed of at the subscription price.

A TABLE,

Showing the Stated Meetings of the Ma-
sonic Institutions, held at the Masonic
Temple, in Boston, for every month in the

year i—
Loe seocoR
: " pAvs. WEEKS.
b tst| 2d | 3d [4th
: Monday, .. .| * | ** *
’Tuesduy,. .. Il t| T

p Wednesday, H §| ¢
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Friday,.. ..
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{Encampment.
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EXPULS1ION OF A MASTER OF A LODGE AND
ACTING GRAND MASTER OF A STATE, BY A SUB-
ORDINATE LODGE.

Ovur opinion is asked on the following statement of facts :—
“The Grand Lodge of this State (we omit the name,) is in a singular con-

dition. It has been deprived of its Grand Master by death, and its Senior

Grand Warden has been expelled from the benefits of Masonry by a subordinate
Lodge, of which he was Master. Did not the subordinate Lodge transcend its
powers, its Master being amenable only to the Grand Lodge? If his conduct
was such as required immediate action, ought not the Grand Lodge to have been
specially called for his trial ? And further, ought not the presiding officer of the
Grand Lodge to have ordered a called session, when he was advised of the char-
gesagainst the Senior Grand Warden? But then the difficulty occurs, that by the
death of the Grand Master, the S8enior Grand Warden was himself the presiding
head- And here the question arises, does he not continue #o, until some action
has been had by the Grand Lodge ?”

'The case stated is certainly a novel, and, in many respects, an extraor-
dinary one. There is not, to our knowledge, a precedent for it in the
history of Masonic jurisprudence. Neither our memory nor the books
furnish us with a case where the presiding officer of a Grand Lodge has
rendered himself amenable to Masonic discipline for moral dereliction or
a violation of his duties and obligations as a Mason. The purity of our
Grand Lodges has been singularly preserved in this respect; the Grand
Masters having, as a general rule, been wisely selected from among Breth-
ren whose age and standing in society are a guaranty for the integrity of
their characters. There may be individual instances where a Brother has
fallen from the line of rectitude, afier having passed the chair of a Grand
Lodge ; but we believe there is not on record any evidence that a Grand
Lodge has ever before had occasion to arraign its presiding officer on
charges affecting his moral or Masonic character. Indeed, so improba-

ble has the occurrence of such an event ever been considered, that the
5
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old Constitutions and regulations of the Fraternity, furnish no rules for its
adjudication. So abhorrent does it seem to have been to the fathers of
our Institution and the framers of its laws, that they have not anticipated
the paossibility of its occurrence. The only regulation in the books, bear-
ing even in a remote degree on the subject, is the following from the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England: ¢If the Grand Master
should abuse his power, and render himself unworthy of the obedience of
the Lodges, he shall be subjected to some new regulation, to be dictated
by the occasion ; because, hitherto, the ancient Fraternity have had no
reason to provide for an event which they have presumed would never
happen.”* ’

We know nothing of the merits of the case submitted, further than
what appears from the statement given by our correspondent. There
may be circumstances connected with it, which, if known, might mate-
rially change its character. We take it as it is presented to us. And, at
the outset, we are struck with the very remarkable fact, that the Grand
Lodge in question, does not by its regulations authorize the election or
appointment of a Deputy Grand Master,—an officer as specially provided
for by the old Constitutions and the general usages of the Fraternity, as the
election of Grand Master, or Grand Wardens. Had this requisition been
complied with, there would be much less difficulty in the management of
the case under consideration, gnd the Grand Lodge would have been
relieved from the unfortunate necessity of acting on charges affecting the
character of its presiding officer.

The first inquiry is, whether the Lodge exceeded its powers in expel-
ling its Master ? The National Masonic Convention, held at Baltimore in
May, 1843, decided, on what they conceived to be correct Masonic prin-
ciples, that a ¢ subordinate Lodge has not the right to try its Master, but
that he is amenable to the Grand Lodge alone.” We have not learned
that the correctness of this decision has ever been questioned by any of
the Grand Lodges in this country. It is not, however, to be inferred that
the delinquent Master is so entirely independent of his Lodge, that he
cannot be called to an account for his delinquency. The regulation of the
Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth provides, that ¢ ‘any five members
of the Lodge, or the District Deputy Grand Master, may impeach him
before the Grand Master, who shall order an investigation of the charges;
and if, in his opinion, they are well founded, and of a character to justify
the proceeding, he may suspend the delinquent and summon him to appear
at the ensuing meeting of the Grand Lodge.” An equivalent power is

*Eng. Const. p. 32, ed. 1841. The same article is also contained in Dermot’s edition of
the old Constitutions.
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vested in Provincial Grand Masters by the Constitutions of the Grand
Lodge of England. If, then, it be conceded that a subordinate Lodge
may not try its Master, it follows that the Lodge in question transcended
its powers, and that its proceedings in the premises are void and of no
effect.

The Brethren immediately interested in this question, may, with some
degree of plausibility, regard this decision as divesting the Lodge of its
supremacy, and clothing its Master with power above that of his constit-
uents, from whom he primarily derives all his authority. But it is not
so. The Lodge possesses the power to elect its Master, in the same
manner that the Governor and Council of Massachusetts, or the people of
Mississippi, possess the power to appoint or elect the Judges of their
Courts. The Judges may be removed for adequate cause, not by the
creating power, but on impeachment before another tribunal, and by due
course of law. So with the Master of a Lodge. The constituent power
may impeach him, but the action of another power is necessary to his
-removal from office. If it were not so, he could at any moment be dis-
honored and displaced by a majority of the members preferring charges
against him, although the Grand Lodge might, on a dispassionate and
careful examination of the testimony, set aside the charges as frivolous
and invalid. The Master should be, as he is, in some measure indepen-
dent of his immediate constituents. This may frequently be found ne-
cessary to a strict, faithful and impartial discharge of his official duties.
If he abuse his authority, the remedy is in the Grand Lodge. And in
not applying to this source, lies the error committed by the Brethren in
the case under consideration. Instead of preferring charges to them-
selves against their Master, they should have laid them before the Grand
Lodge. This is on the presumption that the chargesare for official male-
practice. If, on the contrary, theyare for moral dereliction, then the Lodge
ought, in our judgment, to have received and transmitted them to the Grand
Secretary for the action of. the Grand Lodge at its ensuing communication.
They could not be laid before the Grand Master, because, through a dis-
pensation of Providence, the Brother implicated is himself Grand Master,
de facto. They could not be tried by the Lodge, not only because the
delinquent is Master, but because, by the authority which the Constitu-
tions of Masonry vest in him, as Grand Master, he may, for what he
shall conceive to be justifiable cause, suspend the operations of the Lodge
itself. He is, then, above and beyond the reach of the Lodge, except so
far as it may arraign him before the Grand Lodge for arbitrary exer-
cise of power, or for immoral and unmasonic conduct.

Before leaving this branch of the inquiry, we will notice another fea-
ture in the case, which, if not positively irregular, is calculated, as in the
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present instance, to lead to embarrassing and injurious consequences.

We refer to the election of Masters and Wardens of subordinate Lodges

from among Brethren who hold corresponding offices in the Grand Lodge.

The two positions seem to us to be incompatible. The Master of a

Lodge is in many respects directly responsible to the Grand Master, and

the duties of the one are not unfrequently brought in conflict with the

duties of the other. The two offices cannot, therefore, be united in one

person, without endangering the common interests. And this objection

holds, though with less force, in the election of Wardens ; for the War-

den of a Lodge, being also Grand Warden, may,by a concurrence of
circumstances, be simultaneously advanced to the Master of a Lodge and

Grand Master of the State. The Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts contain a prohibition to this effect; and we believe this to

be in accordance with the general practice in this country. Were it not

that the delinquent Brother in question, is the highest surviving officer in

the Grand Lodge, he could, by the authority of the Grand Master, or the

Brother acting in that capacity, be suspended from his office as Master of

the Lodge. Had he been merely a private member of the Lodge, though
holding his present relation as Grand Master, it would have been compe-~

tent and proper for the Lodge to have investigated the charges, and if
sustained by the evidence, to have presented them to the Grand Lodge,

and caused him to be arraigned for trial, according to a ** new regula-

tion, to be dictated by the occasion.”

The second and third inquiries are—whether, if the conduct of the
Senior Grand Warden was such as to require immediate action, a special
meeting of the Grand Lodge ought not to have been called for his trial ?
and whether this ought not to have been done by the presiding officer of
the Grand Lodge, when informed of the charges against him? These
questions we must take to rest upon the presumption that the Grand Mas-
ter is living, or that he who officiates for him, is not the party implicated ;
for we know of no rule in law or morals, whieh requires a criminal to
seek his own conviction. If a special meeting of the Grand Lodge is
called for by any emergency, the only competent authority to convene it
is, unquestionably, the Grand Master, er the officer holding rank as such;
and he alone is to judge of the force of the emergency, and of the neces-
sity of the measure proposed. The regulation is, “that the Grand Mas-
ter, or, in his absence, the Deputy Grand Master, or, in his ahsence, the
Grand Wardens may summon and hold Grand Lodges of emergency,
whenever the good of the Craft, shall, in thetr opinion, require it.” The
refusal, therefore, to summon a special meeting does not invalve a deres
liction of duty, nor can the presiding officer be held amenahle to censure
for so doing. It is & matter entirely within his own prerogative, and he
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may act in the premises according to the dictates of his own judgment
and sense of duty. Whether the acting Grand Master, in the case we
are considering, ought or otherwise to have called a special meeting of
his Grand Lodge, is a question in respect to which there may be a wide
but honest difference of opinion. He was certainly under no legal obli-
gation to do so.

The next and last point of the inquiry is, whether the Senior Grand
Warden, or acting Grand Master, is deposed from his station in the Gfand
Lodge, in consequence of his expulsion by the subordinate Lodge ?

In our opinion he is not. The Lodge clearly trans¢ended its powers in
assuming to try its Master ; and the result of an illegal exercise of author-
ity cannot be binding. But there are other considerations. Some of
them have been stated. »

Since the organization of the present form of Masonic government,
Grand Lodges have generally retained at least the power and the right to
confirm expulsions and restorations. We are aware that many of the
Grand Lodges in this country have vested this authority in their subordi-
nate Lodges. Others, and we think with greater propriety, have reserved
it to themselves, It is the great conservative power of the Institution,
and ought not to be hastily exercised. The Constitutions of the Grand
Lodge of England, claim it as an “ inherent power.” “In the Grand
Lodge alone,” say they, * resides the power of erasing Lodges and ex-
pelling Brethren from the Crafl, a power which it ought not to delegate
to any subordinate authority in England.”™ Again.—“ No Lodge shall
be erased, nor any Brother expelled, until the Master or officers of the
Lodge, or the offending Brother, shall have been summoned to show
cause, in Grand Lodge, why such sentence should not be recorded and
enforced.”t The regulation of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, on
this subject, is, that ¢ a sentence of expulsion shall not take effect, until
confirmed by the Grand Lodge ; but shall operate as a suspension of the
delinquent in the mean time.”} This we hold to be correct Masonic law.
It follows then, if these premises be admitted, that a Brother cannot be
effectually expelled by a private Lodge, until the action of the Lodge is
confirmed by the Grand Lodge. If the Grand Lodge refuse to confirm,
the Brother is restored to all his rights as a Mason. . Expulsion can only
follow the conviction of an offence. Restoration follows the decision
that the offence was never committed, or is expiated. Expulsion and
restoration are correlative terms, and the power to restore is as ample as
that to expel. If, therefore, we were to admit the legality of the proceed-

*English Constitations, p. 23. tlbid, p. 23-4. $Constitutions, art. 4, p. 36.
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ings of the Lodge in expelling the Brother in question, still the act would
be incomplete, until confirmed by the Grand Lodge. But we do not ad-
mit it; nor should we admit it, though that Brother had been merely a
private member of the Lodge. We cannot admit that the action of a
private Lodge can of itself degrade an officer of the Grand Lodge from
his power or place, until that action has been legally confirmed, or at
least until proceedings in relation to it have been commenced in Grand
Lodge. Such proceedings would of course depose the officer from his
station during their pendency. We come then to the conclusion :—

Ist. That the proceedings of the subordinate Lodge in expelling its

_Master, were illegal, and therefore void.

2d. That the Senior Grand Warden retains his power as acting Grand
Master of the State.

3d. That the Lodges and Brethren are bound to respect his authority
as Grand Master, until he shall have been legally deposed by the action
of the Grand Lodge. .

We trust that we shall not be considered impertinent or officious, in
suggesting, that the proper course now to be pursued, is for the Lodge,
which has already had the subject under their consideration, to file char-
ges in the office of the Grand Secretary, against the offending Brother,—
serving him also with an attested copy of the same, and notice of their
intention to proceed against him. At the ensuing meeting of the Grand
Lodge, we think the charges may be produced immediately after the read-
ing of the record. A Past Grand Master should then be requested to take
the chair, and if the Brother be present and ready for trial, the case may
proceed. If there be not a Past Grand Master present, the Junior Grand
Warden will preside. If the result be adverse to the accused, the Junior
Grand Warden may of right claim to preside during the remainder of the
session, or until a new Grand Master shall be. elected and installed. He
may', however, waive his right in favor of a Past Grand Master. If the
accused be acquitted, he will of course resume his station. If present and
not ready for trial, a reasonable time should be allowed:him to prepare
himself. The pendency of the case, however, in our judgment, deposes
him from his station ; forit is not to be supposed that the charges are
brought against him from unworthy motives. If they are, the Brethren
preferring them are liable to expulsion. If the accused disregard the notice
of the Lodge, and fail to appear, a summons, with a copy of the charges
attached, should issue from the Grand Lodge, requiring his attendance at
such time and place as may be determined on. If he still persist in his
refusal to appear, the trial may proceed, ex parte.
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FOREIGN MATTERS.

Oue intelligence from Europe indicates a high degree of Masonic
prosperity. The Earl of Zetland, the new Grand Master of England, is
a great favorite with the Brethren, and seems to have given new life
to the Craft under his jurisdiction.

We learn with regret that the controversy between the Grand Chapter
and Council of Rites, which has for sometime disturbed the harmony of
the Fraternity in Ireland, remains unsettled. We fear the worthy Grand
Master, the Duke of Leinster, is surrounded by advisers not fully under
the influence of true Masonic charity. Nothing is requu'ed but a spirit of
compromise to settle the difficulty.

A pamphlet has just appeared in Dublin, entitled * Freemasonry con-
trasted with Intolerance.” The author is Br. Milo Burke O’Ryan, Mas-
ter of Lodge 206, on the register of Ireland. Its production has been
elicited by the unjustifiable attack made last year on the Order by the
Edict of Caruana, and its object is to prove *that recent denunciations
of Freemasonry by churchmen (Roman) are wholly unsupported by the
councils of the Roman Catholic Church, or by any real ecclesiastical
authority whatever.” The author is a member and strict and zealous
adherent of the Roman Church.

It is said the Prince de Joinville, who was in this country a few years
since, has yielded to the solicitations of the Duke Decazes, and will accept
the office of Grand Master of the Grand Orient, and of the Supreme Coun-
cil, at Paris, which, however, are not to be united. It may be proper to
add, that these are the two Grand Lodges of France, working in different
rites. Several efforts have been made to bring about a perfect union
between them, but without effect. The idea of placing one Brother at
the head of two Grand Lodges, working in different and conflicting rites,
is something new in Masonry. We have an offset for it, however, in the
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, which authorizes the working in three rites,
and for this purpose grants three Charters to such of its subordinate
Lodges as desire them !

The late Grand Master of England, (the Duke of Sussex,)took a deci-
ded stand in relation to the Grand Orient. He kindly received its dele-
gate, sent expressly to negotiate for a unity of purpose and correspon-
dence with the Grand Lodge of England, but gave for answer, that that
Grand Lodge would never enter into correspondence with any Grand
Lodge that entertained Degrees, or granted them, beyond those of Mas-
ter. In our judgment he was right. Grand Lodges have nothing to do
with other Degrees. Let them stand on their own basis.

Great complaint is made at Tulon, France, that the Lodges there are
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daily inundated with applications from poor Brothers from Africa. The
Lodges in the French possessions in Africa are said to be almost num-
berless.

A powerfully written article lately appeared in the Paris ¢ Globe,” on
the non-admission of Jews to the Lodges in Prussia. A circular letter
has also been addressed to the Jewish Freemasons in Prussia, on the
same subject, by Br. Adolphe Trevel. It was originally written in the
German language, but has been translated and published in France. In
answer to a respectful memorial addressed to him in favor of the admis-
sion of Jews, by twentythree Brethren, His Royal Highness the Prince
Royal, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Prussia, returned for answer,
that he did not feel himself at liberty to interfere in the matter; that hav-
ing been elected ‘according to the statutes of his Grand Lodge, lie was
bound to preserve them from innovation ; and as those statutes precluded
the initiation of any but Christians, he could not comply with the request
to admit Jews, however reasonable such request might appear to him to
be. Some assurances, however, were given in the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, at its meeting in September last, while discussing the subject of a
complimentary address to the Prince, then in England,—that the inter-
dict would probably be removed, through his influence.

Among the Visitors present at the recent meeting of the Grand Lodge
of England, was the Hon. J. Leander Starr, Prov. Grand Master for Nova
Scotia. Br. Starr has since returned to Halifax.

The Fraternity have recently sustained some heavy losses in the death
of Brethren moving in the higher ranks of life. Among them is Josera
BonaPARTE, brother of Napoleon, and at one time King of Naples, and’
afterwards King of Spain. He died at Florence, on the 28th of August,
after a long illness. The EarL or 'MounTNoRR1s, Past Master of Argyle
Lodge, Glasgow, Scotland, died in September, at Kidderminster. He had
just connected himself with the Royal Standard Lodge at that place,
Br. ALexanper DEvuchaRr, Esq, died at Edinburg, on the 12th August,
aged 70 years. He was one of the most distinguished Masons in Scot-
land, and was for many years Grand Master.of the Knights Templars.
He was an active Brother to the day of his death.

The great ¢ Masonic Charities,” under the direction of the Grand
Lodge of England, are reported as being in a prosperous condition.

The. London Review, for September, in noticing the contents of this
Magazine for July, compliments the report of the Grand Mastor of the
Grand Lodge of this State, (on the authority of Grand Lodges,) as being

“ without a parallel.” The report was able and the compliment is de-
served.
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HISTORY OF INITIATION.

COMPRISING A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE RITES, AND CEREMONIES, DOCTRINES
AND DISCIPLINE, OF ALL THE

SECRET AND MYSTERIOUS INSTITUTIONS

OF

THE ANCIENY WORLD.
NUMBER II.

PLACES OF CELEBRATION IN HINDOOSTAN.

Inpia is a very ancient nation; derived, if its own annals are deserving of
credit, from the seven Rishis,or penitents, whose exemplary virtues elevated
them to a residence in the stars. These seven holy persons, according to the
Abbe Dubois,* were the seven sons of Japhet,t who formed colonies in the neigh-
borhood of Mount Caucasus, and from thence their posterity spread over the
vast continent of ancient India.f And Mr. Maurice is of opinion that they pro-
ceeded thence to the remotest regions of the west. These primitive inhabitants
practised the patriarchal religion, and consequently worshipped the true God,
until they were conquered and subjected to the yoke by the idolatrous Cuthites
under Rama the victorious son of Cush, and then the diluvian Mysteries were
introduced, with all the horrible rites and disgusting superstitions which bad
polluted the religion of the descendants of Ham. The system of divine worship,
after this innovation, soon hecame divided into two discordant Sects; the one
mild and benevolent, addressed to Vishnu ; the other, which proclaimed the supe-
riority of Siva, was a system of terror and penance, barbarity and blood. The
professors of these sectarial divisions bore an irreconcilable hatred to each other,
and were equally distinguished by feelings of interminable hostility ; if an indi-
vidual of each adverse party accidentally met, they considered themselves pollu-
ted, till by some purifying rite of devotion, they had obliterated the stain.

The chief deity of this vast empire was the tri-une Brahma—Vishnu—8iva,§

*Description of India, pt. i. c. 6.

+The Indian Records present us with this information in language very similar to our
own sacred writings. ‘It is related in the Padma Pooraun that Satyavrata, whose miracu-
lous preservation from a general deluge is told at large in the Matsya, had three sons, the
eldest of whom was named Jyapeti, or Lord of the Earth; the others were Charma and
Sharma ; which last words are in the vulgar dialeets usually pr d Cham and Sham, as
we frequently hear Kishn for Chrishna. The royal patriarch, for such is the character in
the Pooraun, was particularly foud of Jyapeti, to whom he gave all the regions to the north
of Himalaya, or the Snowy Mountains, which extend from sea to sea, and of which Cauca-
sus is a part; to Sharma he allotted the countries to the south of those mountains; but he
cursed Charma, because when the old monarch was accidentally inebriated with strong
liquor made of fermented rice, Charma laughed ; and it was in consequence of his father’s
execration that he became a slave to the slaves of his brothers.” (Maur. Hist. Hind. vol.
ii. p. 46.

$It is highly probable however, notwithstanding the authorty in the text, that the seven
Rishis were the seven persons who were preserved with Noah in the Ark.

§This trial was variously represented by emblems in this quarter of the globe. The
mystical zennar was a cord of three threads ; the emblem borne iu the hands of some of

6
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who was said to dwell on the holy mountain Meru, whose three peaks were com-
posed of gold, silver, and iron; the central peak was appropriated to Siva, and
the two others to Brahma and Vishnu.* But the Indians “saw God in every
object under the sun,” and had consecrated and paid divine honors to such a
multitude of different substances, that their Pantheon is said to have contained
three hundred and thirty millions of deities.t

The mysteries of India bore a direct reference to the happiness of man in
paradise, the subsequent deviations from righteousness, and the destruction ac-
complished by the general deluge. They were celebrated in subterranean cav-
erns and grottos} formed in the solid rock by human art and industry ; or in the
secret recesses of gloomy pyramids and dark pagodas and the adoration of the
Solar Fire ; and the reputed perfection which its worship conveys to the initia~
ted, appear to have been the object and end of this perverted institution. These
caverns were frequently excavated in the bosom of & grove of trees, which was
thus converted into a permaneut residence of the deity; and became & source
of high and 'superstitious terror to all the world besides. A brief description of
the caverns of Elephanta and Salsette, both situated near Bombay, will afford a
competent specimen of the inner apartments exhibited in the places of secret
celebration which abound in the vast continent of ancient India. These stupen-
dous edifices, carved out of the solid rock, and charged with statues of every
description and degree of magnitude are of doubtful origin. Their antiquity
is enfolded in the veil of obscurity; and the name of the monarch, whose bold
and aspiring mind could project, and whose power could execute such imperisha-
ble monuments of human ingenuity and labor, is lost and forgotten in the lethean
stream of time.

The cavern of Elephanta, the most ancient temple in the world, framed by the
hand of man, is one hundred and thirtyfive feet square, and eighteen feet high.
It is supported by four massive pillars, and its walls are covered on all sides with

these deities was a irident, similar to that of the Grecian Neptune ; the mode of worship
was ternary, and consisted of bowing the body three times; the principal deity in the cavern
of Elephanta was depicted with three heads ; the summit of the massive pyramidal pagoda
of Tanjoru, is surmounted with three peaks, &e.&e.

*Fab. Pag. Idol. vol. iii. p. 205. This custom of accounting the three peaked mountain
holy was not confined to the idolatrous nations, so ealled, but was venerated by the Jews.
Thus Olivet, near the city of Jerusalem, had three peaks which were ‘accounted the resi-
dence of the Deity Chemosh—Milcom—Ashtoreth. (2 Kings xxiii. 13.) See also Zecha-
riah (xiv. 4.) where, by a sublime figure, the feet of the Almighty are placed on the two
outer peaks of this mountain, during the threatened destruction of Jerusalem: while the
mountain itself is made to split asunder, by a tremendous concussion, at the centre peak
from east to west, leaving a great valley between the divided parts,

tStatues of the principal Indian gods may be seen in the Museum of the Asiatie Society,
London.

$They may probably be ascribed to the first Cuthite conquerors of India, whese enterpri-
sing genius would be applied, in times of peace, to such stupendous works as might praeti-
cally exhibit a striking indication of their superiority over the vanquished people.
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statues and carved emblematical decorations. Maurice® says, that “some of the
figures have on their heads a kind of helmet of a pyramidal form ; others wear
crowns, rich in devicesand splendidly decorated with jewels ; while others display
only large bushy ringlets of curled or flowing hair. Many of them have four
hands, many have six, and in those hands they grasp sceptres and shields, the
symbols of justice and ensigns of religion, the weapons of war and the trophies
of peace.” The adytum, placed at the western extremity of this extensive grotto,
was accessible by four entrances, each guarded by two gigantic statues, naked,
and decorated with jewels and other ornaments. In thissacellum, accessible only
to the initiated, the deity was represented by that obscene emblem, which was
used in a greater or less degree by all idolatrous nations to represent his genera-
tive power. On each side were ranges of cells and passages, constructed for the
express purpose of initiation ; and a sacred orifice as the medium of regenera- '
tion.

The caverns of Salsette, excavated in a rock whose external form is pyramidal,
and situated in the bosom of an extensive and fearful wood, infested by enormeus
serpents and ravenous beasts, very greatly exceed in magnitude, those of Ele-
phanta; being in number three hundred, all adorned with an abundance of carved
and emblematical characters. The largest cavern is eightyfour feet long, fortysix
broad, and forty high; full of cavities on all sides, placed at convenient distances
for the arrangement of the dreadful apparatus of initiation, which was so con-
structed as to overwhelm the unconscious aspirant with horror and superstitious
dread. The different ranges of apartments were connected by open galleries;
and the most secret caveras which contained the ineffable symbels, were accessi-
ble only by private entrances, curiously contrived to give greater effect to certain
points in the ceremonial of initiation; and a cubical cista for the periodical sepul-
ture of the aspirant, was placed in the inmost recesses of the structure. In every
cavern was a carved bason to contain the consecrated water of ablution, on the
surface of which floated the flowers of the lotos, this element being eonsidered
the external medinm by which purity was conveyed. And amongst an innumer-
able multitude of images and symbolical figures with which the walls were cov-
ered, the Linga or Phallus was every where conspicuous; often alone, and some-
times in situations too disgusting to be mentioned; and typified equally by the
petal and calyx of the lotos, the point within a circle, and the intersection of two
equilateral triangles.

*All the temples aad pagodas of Hindostan were ornamented in the same style. The
temple of Jagan-nath * is a stupendous fabric, and truly commensurate with the extensive
sway of Moloch, horrid king. As other temples are usually adorned with figures, emble-
matical of their religion, so Jagan-nath has representations, numerous and various, of that
vice which constitutes the essence of his worship. The walls and gates are covered with
indecent emblems, in massive and durable sculpture. (Buchan. Res. in Asia. p. 133.)



44 PENALTY OF EXPULSION.

REMARKS ONTHE PENALTY OF EXPULSION.

RY ALBERT G. MACKEY, M. D.

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge and of the G. R. A. C. of South Carolina.
“ Quee sanari palerunt, q que rati bo; que resecanda erurt, non patiar ad
perniciem civitalis manare.”—Cic. in Catalin.

ExpuLsion is the highest Masonic penalty that can be imposed by a Lodge
upon any of its delinquent or offending members, and its peculiar nature is wor-
thy of the attentive consideration of every Mason. I propose, therefore, in this
paper to treat, 1. Of its effect as a punishment. IL Of the groper tribunal to
mmpose it. IIL. Of the persons who may be subject to it, and IV. Of . the offen-
ces for which it may be inflicted.

I. Expulsion from a Lodge deprives the party expelled of all the rights and
privileges that he ever enjoyed, not only as a member of the particular Lodge
from which he has been rejected, but also of those which were inherent in him
as a member of the Fraternity at large. He is at once as completely divested of
his Masonic character as thongh he had never been athitted, so far as regards
his rights, while his duties and obligations remain as firm as ever—it being im-
possible for any human power to cancel them. He can no longer demand the
aid of his Brethren when in distress, nor demand from them the performance of
any duty to which he was formerly entitled, nor visit any Lodge, nor unite in any
of the public or private ceremonies of the Order. He is considered as being
without the pale, and it would be criminal in any Brother, aware of his expulsion,
to hold communication with him on Masonie subjects.

II. The only proper tribunal to impose this severe punishment is a Grand
Lodge. A subordinate Lodge tries its delinquent member, and, if guilty, de-
clares him expelled. Bat tﬁe sentence is of no force until the Grand Lodge,
under whose jurisdiction it is working, has confirmed it. And it is optional with
the Grand Lodge to do so, or, as is frequently done, to reverse the decision, and
rginstate the Brother. Some of the Lodges in this country claim the right to
expel independently of the action of the Grand Lodge, but the claim is not valid.
The very fact that an expulsion is a penalty affecting the general relations of the
punished party with the whole Fraternity, proves that its exercise never could,
with propriety, be entrusted to a body so circumscribed in its authority as a
subordinate Lodge. Besides, the general practice of the Fraternity is against it.
The majority of Grand LodEes in this country have expressly reserved the con-
firming power. The English Constitutions vest the power to expel exclusively
in the Grand Lodge. The subordinate Lodge first suspends, and then the Grand
Lodge, on a review of the case, if it thinks proper, decrees expulsion.

III.  All Masons, whether members of Lodges or not, are subject to this pun-
ishment when found to merit it. Resignation or withdrawal from the Institation
does not cancel a Mason’s obligations, nor exempt him from that wholesome con-
trol which the Order exercises over the moral conduct of its members. In this
respect the maxim is, once @ Mason and always a Mason. 'The principle that a
Mason, not a member of any particular Lodge, but who has been gui{,ty of im-
moral or unmasonic conduct, can be tried by any Lodge within whose jurisdic-
tion* he may be residing, is incontrovertible. The remarks of Br. Moore on this
subject are too valuable to be omitted: “ Every member of the Fraternity is
accountable for his conduct as a Mason to any regularly constituted Lodge ; but
if he be a member of a particular Lodge, he is more immediately accountable to
that Lodge: A Mason acquires some special privileges'by becoming a member
of a Lodge, and he has to perform special services which he might not otherwise
be subjected to. But he enters into no new obligations to the Fraternity gene-

*The old Constitutions extend this jurisdiction to fifty miles. The Regulations of the
Baltimore Convention, to what is within 1 man’s reasonable ability.
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rally, and his accountability is not increased any forther than regards the faithful
erformance of those special duties. Hence the only difference between those
rethren who are members of Lodges and those who are not, is, that the mem-
bers are bound to obey the By-Laws of their own particular Lodges in addition
to their general duty to the Fraternity. Again—every Mason is bound to obey
the summons of a Lodge of Master Masons whether he be a member or other-
wise. This obligation on the part of an individual, clearly implies a power in
the Lodge to investigate and control his conduect in all things which concern the
interest of the Institution. This power cannot be confined to those Brethren
who are members of Lodges, for the obligation is general.”—(Moore’s Mag. v. i.
. 36.)
P IV. Immoral conduct, such as would subject a candidate for admission to
rejection, should be the only offence visited with expulsion. As the punishment
is general, affecting the relations of the one expelled with the whole Fraternity,
it should not be lightly imposed, nor inflicted for the violation of any Masonic
duty not general in its character. The commission of a gross act, is a vielation
of the contract entered intt, “,-I:i‘tween each Mason and the Order. If sanctioned
by silence, or encouraged b',LEF}-;?xhity, it would bring discredit on the Institu-
tion, and tend to impair its usefulness. A Mason, who is a bad man, is to the
Order what a mortified limb is to the body, and should be treated with the same
mode of cure. He should be cut off| lest his example spread, and disease be prop-
agated through the entire constitution. But it is too much the custom of Lodges
in this country to extend this remedy to cases neither deserving nor requiring its
application. I allude here particularly to expulsion for non-payment of Lodge
dues. Ubpon the principle just laid down, this is neither just nor consistent. The
payment of arrears is & contract in which the only parties are a particular Lodge
and its member, of which contract the body at large knows nothing. It is not a
general Masonic duty, and is not called for by any §{a.sonic regulation. The sys-
tem of arrears was unknown in former years, and has only been established of
late for the sake of convenience. Even now there are some Lodges in which it
does not prevail,* and no Grand Lodge has ever yet attempted to control or reg.
ulate it; thus tacitly admitting that it forms no part of the general regulations of
the Order. Hence the non-payment of arrears is only a violation of a special
and voluntary obligation to a particular Lodge, and not of any general duty to
the Fraternity at large. The punishment, therefore, inflicted, should be one
affecting the relations of the delinguent with the particular Lodge ‘whose By-
Laws he has infringed, and not a general one affecting his relations with the
whole Craft. But expulsion has this latter effect, and is therefore inconsistent
and unjust. And as it is a punishment too often inflicted upon poverty, it is un-
kind and uncharitable. A Lodge might, in this case, forfeit or suspend the
membership of the defaulter in his own Lodge, but such suspension should not
affect his right of visiting other Lodges, nor any of the other privileges inherent
in him as a Mason. This is the practice, we are glad to say, pursued by the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, one of the most enlightened Masonic bodies in
the Union. It is also the regulation of the Grand Lodge of England, from which
most of our Grand Lodges derive, directly or indirectly, their existence. It is
consonant with the ancient usages of the Fraternity ; and, finally, it would pro-
duce all the good effects required by punishment, namely : reform and the pre-
vention of crime, and ought to be adopted by every Grand Lodge as a part of its
Constitution. -
One other question arises. Does an expulsion, from what is called the higher
degrees of Masonry, such as a Chapter, or an Encampment, affect the relations
of the expelled party to Blue Masonry ? We answer, unhesitatingly, that it does

*] would cite_as an instance coming under my immediate and personal knowledge, the
case of Union Kilwinning Lodge in Charleston, S. C., where every member pavs a certain
sum on his admission, and is fi-rever afterwards exempted from contributions ot any kind.
This is one of the oldest Lodges in the S*ate.
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not. In this opinion we are suﬁported by the best authority, though the action of
some Grand Lodges—that of New York for example—is adverse to it. But the
ﬁinciple upon which our doctrine is founded is plain. A Chapter of Royal Arch

asons cannot be recognized by a Lodge of Master Masons as a Masonic body.
“They hear them so to be, but they do not know them so to be,” by any of the modes
of recognition known to Masonry. 'The acts, therefore, of a Chapter cannot be
recognized by a Master Masons’ Lodge any more than the acts of a literary or
charitable society wholly unconnected with the Order. Again—By the present
organization of Freemasonry, Grand Lodges are the supreme Masonic tribunals.
If, therefore, expulsion from a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons involved expulsion
from a Blue Lodge, the right of the Grand Lodge to hear and determine appeals
and to regulate the internal concerns of the Institution, would be iuterfered with
by another body beyond its control. But the converse of this proposition does
not hold good. Expulsion from a Blue Lodge involves expulsion from the higher
degrees. Because as the bodies working in these degrees are composed ent.u'el‘yl
of Blue Masons, the members could not lawfully sit and hold communion wit
one who was an expelled Mason. It is like the Iaaw in physics. If the fountain
is sullied the streams which issue from it muen adihke of its impurity, but a par-
ticular stream may be affected without impairing fhie purity of the fountain. An-
cient Craft Masonry is the fountain, and these higher degrees issue like branches
from its mother source.—Masonic Signal.

CEREMONY OF LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE
JAMSETJEE JEEJEEBHOY HOSPITAL, AT BOMBAY.

Ox the 3d January, the north east corner stone of the “JamseTsEE JEEJEEB-
noy HospiTaL,” was laid, with great pomp and Masonic formality, at Byculle, by
the R. W. the Provincial Grand Master of Western India, Dr. James Burnes,
K. H., assisted by the Hon. G. W. Anderson, member of Council ; P. W. LeGeyt,
Esq., Chief Magistrate ; L. R. Reid and J. P. Willoughby, Esquires, Secretaries
to the Government; Lieutenant Colonel Neil Campbell, and W. Crawford, Esq.,,
Major General Valiant, K. H., and the various otger dignitaries of the Masonic
Craft at Bombay,—in the presence of Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, the Honorable
the Governor S?ivr Thomas M’Mahon, all the principal members of our Society,
and an immense assemblage of every class and denomination. The ladies were
accommodated with seats under canopies tastefully decorated with banners and
leaves, under the direction of Captain Goodfellow of the Engineers. The insig-
nia and clothing of the Brethren excited much admiration; above 40 members of
the Provincial Grand Lodge being dressed alike in green aprons and scarfs with
gold embroidery. The banners, batons, staves, &c. were also in admirable taste,
and three large gilt pillars of the Corinthian, Ionic, and Doric orders, which were
placed beside the Grand Master and his Wardens, gave a very striking effect to
the ceremony, which, on this the first occasion of a Masonic display in our city,
passed off with great eclat. Sir George Arthur paid the worthy Parsee Knight
the very bandsome and becoming compliment ofp coming into the Fort for the
purpose of accompanying him to the ceremony, and they reached the ground
soon after 4 o’cloci:.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened at the residence of N. Spencer, Esq,,
near the Suddur Adawlut, at 4, P. M., and the Brethren being formed in proces-
sion, moved to the site of the foundation stone.

On the Procession reaching the ground, it halted and faced inwards, forming a
broad line through which tﬁe Prov. Grand Master, and the Prov. and Deput,
Prov. Grand Masters, passed to the East of the Foundation stone :—Brs. Reid,
and J. Willoughby, taking their position on the west, and Brs. N. Campbell and
W. Crawford on the south, and Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy and his son Cursetjeq
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Jamsetjee, on the north of the stone. Music was then played, and the Archi-
tect of theFI;‘i&.l,ding presented the Plan to the Prov. Grand Maste,r.' The Regis-
trar and Treasurer also presented the Inscribed Plate and the Coins.

The Plate, Plan and Coins were then submitted to the Hon. the Governor and
8ir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy, and the Prov. Grand Master having expressed his
gratification at His Excellency’s presence, the Inscription on the Plate was read
aloud by the Deputy Prov. Grand Master.

Inthe reign of
Her Most Gracious Majesty
VICTORIA,

And under the Government of
Eowarp, Loap ELLexBogouaH,
Governor General of India;
Gzxorar, Marquis or Tweeoarg, K. T,
heing Govemt‘)’r of Madras,

al

n
The H ble Sir G ArTHUR, Bart.,, K. C. H.,
Governor of Bombay,
The Foundation Stone of
THE JAMSETJEE JEEJEEBHOY HOSPITAL
Was laid with Masonic honors,
In the presence of
31z JAMSETJEE JEEJEERHOY,
The Founder,

: and of

His ExceiLency The Governog,

Y
JAMES BURNES, K. H.,
. Provincial Grand Master of Western India,
Assisted by
. 'The Hon. Georfe ‘W. Andersen, Pro. P. P, G. M.
P. W. LeGeyt, Esq. D. P. G. M.
Lestock R. Reid, Esq., P. G. 8. W.
Lieutenant Colonel Neil Campbell, P. G. J. W.
Captain W. Goodfellow, the Architect,
And a numerous convocation of the Craft,
On Tuesday the Third day of January,
in the year of the Christian era, 1843,
and of Masonry 5843.

THIE EDIFICE
Was erected as a testimony of devoted loyalty to
THE YOUNG QUEEN OF THE BRITISH ISLES,
and of unmingled respect for the just and paternal
. BaiTisH GOVERNMENT IN INDIA;
Also, in affectionate and patriotic solicitade for the welfare of the poor classes
of all races among his countrymen, the
British subjects of Bombay,

b
Sz JAMSETJEE JEEJ EEBHOY, KxieHnT,
The first native of India, honored with British Knighthood,
Who thus hoped to perform a pleasing dug
Towards his Government, his Country, and his People:

n
In solemn remembrance of blessings bestowed,
to present this,
His Offering of Religious Gratitude,

to
ALMIGHTY GOD
The Father in Heaven of the Christian—the Hindoo—the Mahommedan —and the Parsee,
With humble}elmeat prayer,

or
His continued care and blessing upon his Children—his Family—his Tribe—
And his Country.

The Prov. Grand Master, the Prov. and Dep. Prov. Grand Masters, and the
Grand Wardens, then descended into the trench, and the stone having been rais-
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ed by the united aid of the Brethren, the Deputy Prov. Grand Master deposited
the Coins and the Inscribed Plate in their respective places, and spread the ce
ment with a trowel. After which the Stone was lowered into its destined bed,
ct;ndpcted by the Deputy Prov. Grand Master and the Architect—solemn music
playing.

The Prov. Grand Master then addressed the Prov. Grand Officers :—* Right
Worshipful Brethren, we shall now apply the various implements of our royal
Craft, borne by you, to this stone, that it may be laid in its bed according to the
rules of Architecture, and in conformity with our ancient rites and usages.” R.
W. Br. Junior G. Warden—* What is the emblem of your office ?”—to which the
reply was, “ The Plumb, R. W. Sir, which I now present for your use.” The
Level and Square having in like manner been presented by R. W. Brs. Reid and
LeGeyt,—the stone was proved by these implements by the P. G. Master, who
pronounced it to be “ WELL-FORMED, TRCE, AND TRUSTY.” The Mallet was
then handed by Brother Goodfellow to the P. G. Master, who delivered it to the
R. W. Br. Anderson, who struck the stone with it thrice, and the Prov. G. Master
having then also struck the stone three times, repeated the prayer—“ May the
Great Architect of the Universe grant a blessing on this Stone, which we have
now laid, and enable us by his Providence to finish this, and every other virtuous
undertaking. Amen, somote it be.” The Grand Officers and Brethren gave the
usual response and Masonic honors. The Prov. Grand Master then delivered the
implements to the Architect,and addressed him as follows :—* Br. William Good-
fellow, the skill and fidelity displayed by you at the commencement of this un-
dertaking have secured the entire approbation of your Brethren; and they sin-
cerely pray that the Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Hospital may be a lasting monument
of your wisdom and taste, and of the noble spirit and splendid liberality of its
founder.” . The Cornucopia and cups of Wine and Oil, were then presented by
the respective bearers, through the P. G. Wardens and D. P. G. Master, to the
P. G. Master, who, having poured them on the stone, said:—* May the all-boun-
teous Anthor of Nature bless the inhabitants of this place with all the necessa-
ries, conveniences, and comforts of life ; assist in the erection and completion of
this building ; protect the workmen against every accident, and long preserve
this structure from decay. Amen! so mote it be.” The Brethren again gave
the usual response, and the Masonic honors.

Dr. Burnes then addressed Sir Jamsetjee in the following terms:—

Sir JAMSETIEE JEEJEEBHOY—

Many and memorable have been the occasions on which the deeds of charita-
ble and philanthropic men have been consecrated by the ancient rites and cere-
monies of our Masonic Craft, but never have those ceremonies been employed to
aid a purpose more congenial to the feelings of the upright Mason, or the true
hearted lover of his species, than the present. The splendid structure which you
here propose to dedicate to the relief of your fellow-creatures, as well as the
many other transcendent acts of benevolence that have characterized your ca-
reer, are, like our Masonic Institution itself, kindred and goodly fruits of the most
generous emotion that can swell the bosom of man towards man,—the desire to
succor his Brother in distress,—and to give free scope to that ever-hallowed
charity,—

“ Which droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven,
And blesses him that gives, and Him that takes.”

It is with cordial sympathy, therefore, as well as with sincere pride and gratifica-
tion, that the Masonic Fraternity of Bombay have responded to your summons,
and borne their emblems to this spot to day. And, when the record of these pro-
ceedings shall be read within the houses of our Order, dispersed throughout the
civilized world, our Brethren also, of every tongue and nation, will rejoice that
we have been aiding you in this good work, and will participate with us in ex-
ultation, that by far tﬁo foremost man for deeds of true wisdom in this portion of
the globe, has “also, in giving effect to munificent designs of love and charity,
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!l:ee!& the first of his tribe and country to solicit the countenance of our Brother-
ood.

It has been usual to explain these ceremonies; and in this, the first instance of
their being practised at Bombay, it is essential that I should at least guerd against
their being misinterpreted. There is one portion of them which will awaken a
sympathy in the bosom of every reflecting individual, even of this vast assemblage,
—composed, though it be, of men of all varieties of sects, customs, and habits
of thought, since no condition of society exists, in which, at the season of doubt
and anxiety, but especially at the commencement of a momentous undertaking,—
the plan of which he may conceive, but the execution of which depends on a far
mightier than he,—man will not feel his absolute dependence on the Omnipotent
Creator, and, by a natural instinct, turn to His throne for support. But the im-
Eu]se which prompts this appeal acquires intensity, when the frail and transito;

eing contemplates the erection of an enduring and stupendous structure whic

may rear its stately head for centuries after he is mouldering in the dust,—and
hence, from the remotest ages, and in almost all countries, the foundation stone
of important edifices has been deposited, with an impressive solemnity, indicative
of the founder’s humble trust, and fervent prayer, that the Great Architect of the
Universe may prosper his work, and ever shower down his bounty and blessin
upon it. As visible types of those blessings, it has also been usual, in accord-
ance with a practice which needs no elucidation amongst a people long accus-
tomed to shadow forth solemn truths by symbols and allegory,—to pour forth, with
a spirit of hope and thankfulness, the abundant fruits of the earth on the first cor-
ner stone,—in the corn of nourishment, the wine of refreshment, and the oil of”
Jjoy. Such, then, is the simple origin of one portion of these ceremonies, which
80 far will be recognized as analogous to those performed by one of our most
distinguished Parsee families in laying the foundation keels of some of those su-
perb vessels which, of late years, have brought Great Britain and India into clo-
ser and dearer connexion.

The other part of the ceremony I have more difficulty in explaining, not that it
is less clear to myself, but that there are certain land-marks which I must not
transgress, and within the strict limits of which, exglanation may be embarras-
sing. But I do not despair to render it also intelligible, and your character and
conduct, my worthy friend, afford me scope of doing so. You have seen me
then, apply certain implements of operative architecture to this stone, in accord-
ance with the ancient and immemorial usage of our Order, at the foundation of
all stately and superb edifices. But, you are too enlightened a man to suppose
that the essence of Freemasonry lies in & mere formality like this, or that those
about me and myself have linked ourselves together in an indissoluble tie, only
to practice ceremonial or display. No! As the corn, the wine, and the oil were
symbols of God’s bounty and providence, calling forth reverence and gratitude to

e Creator, so also, even this stone, and those implements, are emblems, convey-
ing to the enlightened Mason pure and precious precepts of his duty to his neig
bor. They are, in truth, tokens of a great and practical system of universal
good will and benevolence,—which, establishing moral worth as the standard,
welcomes to its bosom the good of every color, clime, or creed, that acknow-
ledges God,—which binds you, whose name and deeds fill men’s mouths, as those
of the “benevolent Parsee of Bombay,” and, longo intervallo, myself, the child of
Northern Europe, and all who are willing to work with us to “ mitigate the sum
of human woe,” into one vast chain of fraternity and love,—which enforces the
most devout reverence to the Supreme Architect, and the strictest conscientous
duty to our earthly rulers ; but, at the same time, peremptorily excludes all dis-
cussions on poiuts of faith, state politics, or other questions likely to excite the
angry passions of man against man,—and which, in short, is founded on the glo-
rious principle, that

¢* God hath made mankind one mighty Brotherhood,
Himself the Master, and the world their Lodge.”
]
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Many of those eminent individuals, whose names are dearest to India, have been
Krofessors and promoters of this vast system. In the Right Worshipful Brother

y my side,* you will recognise one, from whom even you have obtained encour-
agement ; ang who has, with zeal and fervency, devoted his gifts as a man, and
his power as a governor, to the dissemination of charity and enlightenment
amongst your countrymen. The late Marquis of Hastings, certainly inferior to
none of the illustrious men that Europe has lent to Asia, was a stately pillar of
our Craft; and there is a valued and elevated Brother present,t who could tes-

" tify how deeply its principles influenced the conduct of that distinguished soldier

and statesman. The present ruler of India shewed his respect for it, demanding
so late as 1836, that a legislative enactment should be so expressed as not to
reflect upon its members. We have lately seen the government of a sister Pre-
sidency transferred from one noble Brother to another, and it we cannot include
amongst us, the distinguished officer who presides at Bombay, we have the satis-
faction of seeing his son amongst our office-bgarers.

Through the mercy of Providence, from tife earliest period, the system I have
described has been in operation, assuaging the horrers of strife, and encouragin,
the spread of civilization; and while your remote forefathers were bowing wi
adoration to the glorious orb of day, the visible source of light, heat, and produc-
tiveness,—our ancient Brethren, if they were not identical with them, were also,
by the symbols of the sun, the moon, and the starry firmament, inculcating the
mighty truths of God’s power, omnipresence, and divinity, and of man’s respon-
aiptll]lit , hope, and final destiny, thereby evincing their sympathy and connection
-with thos

© ¢ Who morn and eve,
Hail their Creator’s dwelling-place,
Among the lights of Heaven.”

I have said that your life and character afford scope for illustrating our system;
and I now turn to my Masonic Brethren, and present you to them, as a Brother
who has practically attained the summit of the Masonic structure, which is
CaarrTY. - Never forgetting that you commenced, and must end, upon the lev-
el,—following the plumb-line of rectitude,—acting on the square with your fel-
low-men,—circumscribing your own wants within compass, hut extending your

~ benevolence to a circle, which, if it depended upon you, would evidently embrace
all mankind—we need not wonder that you have attained the highest elevation
of moral worth,—that the love of your faniily, the respect of your fellow-citizens,
the applause of men, and rewards from your Sovereign, have flowed in upon you ;
and that, above all, you enjoy the serenity of mind, arising from the inexpressible
delight of having succoured the distressed,

i Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy.”

And although, my friend, it has not fallen to us, who are, after all, but “nature’s
journeymen,” to initiate you into our mysteries, we cannot doubt, afier the splen-
did deeds of love which you have achieved, that you are a wise master builder,—
a living stone, squared, polished, fashioned, and proved by the hand of the Great
Master himself-—that your patent is from the Grand Chancery above,—~and that
you need neither sign nor token, warrant nor diploma, password nor grip, to in-
sure you a welcome to the heart every honest Mason.

May you, Sir Jamsetjee, like the foundation we have laid, long be stable and
secure,—may you, for years, be spared as the corner stone of charity, the prop
and support of the widow and the fatherless,—may your good deeds fgxm a con-
stant source of enjoyment to yourself while you remain amongst men; and when
the time does come that overtakes us all, ang the solemn Tyler, Death, must raise
the curtain of a new existence,—may it be to usher you in, as an accepted and

. *The Honorable Mr. Anderson. +Sir T'. M’Mahon.
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exaltod companion, to the Supreme Chapter on high, there to take your place
under the all-seeing eye of Him, who seeth not as man seeth, but who will un-
doubtedly pay the workman his wages according to his work.

Sir JauseTseE replied as follows :—Right Worshipful Sir, I feel beyond mea-
sure gratified that you and your Masonic Brethren have attended on this occasion
to do 30 mnch honor to the Foundation of the Hospital which it is here proposed
to erect. I was most desirous to obtain the countenance of your Fraternity, be-
cause, to say nothing of the regard and esteem I entertain for yourself, and many
of my valued friends whom I see supporting you,—I have heard of its great anti-
quity, its universal benevolence, its toleration; and I know also that its objects
are those of pure charity to all mankind. I have no language to express myself
in return for the observations you have made of myself, but I trust I shall ever
retain the good will and favorable opinion of my friends. I have also cordially
to thank Sir Geo. Arthur, Sir Thomas M’Mahon, and the many Ladies and Gen-
tlemen whom I see here, for their attendance, which I cannot but feel, evinces
on their part a deep interest in this new Institution, which is most gratifying to
me.

Three cheers having been given in honor of Sir JamMsETIEE, the procession
returned in the same order in which it had arrived. Before the Lodge was clo-
sed, it was unanimously resolved that Dr. BurnEs be requested to permit the
publication of his speech, that it might be circulated wherever members of the
Craft were to be found.

Nothing could have, gone off better or with more eclat :—the whole arrange-
ments were perfect, and the spectacle very imposing.

The laying of the foundation stone of the GranT CoLLEGE having been defer-
red in consequence of some delay in the preparation of the plans, this ceremony
will, we believe, take place a few months hence, accompanied by the same Ma-
sonic honors as the present.

’ A MASONIC HYMN.

Peace, peace on carth, good will to men,

Echo India’s wilds again, :
As saving love descends;

And still through paths beset with fear,

Burst the glad strain on mortal ear,
Which calls you Brethren, friends.

And sure if Mercy ’s doubly blest,
Imparting transport to the breast

That gives and that receives,
Then swell each heart with joy sincere,
And humble gratitude be here,

For kindness which relieves.

Lord! o’er the waste of waters wide,
Still let thy ark of ¥ ercy ride,
Prompt te the Orphan’s prayer:
Ope wide its sheltering gates, and win,
By gentle love, from shame and sin,
Those who seek refuge here. -

-~
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VIEWS OF MASONRY IN SWITZERLAND.

THae interesting report of the committee on foreign correspondence of the
Grand Lodge of New York, submitted to that body in June last, contains brief
notices of sundry interesting documents from the Grand Lodge of Switzerland,
the character of which will appear from the following extracts :—

In the circular of the National Grand Master, he thus speaks:

“ Maeonry relies in the quality and not in the quantity of the Brotherhood, and
its firmest support is to be found in the happy choice of its initiates, and not in
the frequency of its initiations.” In another place he says, “the evil lays in the
unfortunate facility of initiations. If faithfu{) to the principles of Freemasonry,
we would exact from candidates a.cerfain degree of Education, essiness of cir-
cumstances, honor, morals, &c. there would be no Mason, unworthy of benevo-
lence, as no one would make of this title an object of speculation.” And in
another place ; “Avoid above all, the fatal error which makes the strength of a
Lodge consist in the number of its members. Every virtuous man is our Brother,
but unfortunately every Brother is not a true Mason. Should there be found
among you seven Brothers animated by the same zeal for the perfection of ‘hu-
manity, and who should actively work, be assured that such alliance would pot
the less be cherished by the entire Fraternity, as just and perfect, and you would .
the more surely find.in it, the happiness of an intimate.union.”

The following is_an extract from the report of the Grand -Council .of Adminis-
tration, dated 10th June,.5837.

“To act in accordance with the meaning of the institution, it is'indispensibly
requisite that you should be Masons, and nothing but Masons. -You sheuld en-
deavor to get.rid of all prejudices and of all preferences of person, place and cir-
cumstance. It is precisely one of the bad features of the character of our times,
that we do not appreciate the intrinsic value of a man, but by his political color-
ing, a reproach J:aserved by all parties without distinction. If the L.odges and
their members engage in these fatal views, they transform themselves into par-
ties ; they become clubs, arenas of bitter and irritating discussions, and ruin
themselves and our association ; as in political and religions matters, men do not
listen to reason. Thus the principal Masonic statutes which forbid us to speak
of these matters, either in the Lodge or in committee, are as ancient as they are
wise ; we, therefore, forcibly insist that they be strictly observed, because as it is
said with so much justice in one of the articles of general duties, it is by these
means only that. Freemasonry hecomes a point of union for all men, draws to-
gether and binds with a faithful friendship, persons who without them would
continually remain apart.”

At the session of the National Grand Lodge of the 24th June, 5842, Br. Mie-
ville, Venerable of the Lodge of Lausanne, on the occasion of the Installation of
officers, addressed the ussembly—from which we make a few extracts. “ We are
all employed in the raising of a temple to Solomon! Every day we bearto it a
stone ; bat our efforts not being suﬂ‘i‘::iently united, and from their deplorable
isolations were hurtful in their effects. Let us congratulate ourselves R. W.
Brethren, that we now belong to a National Institution, which by Masonic ties
will bind still more closely our social ones, and which offers to us in all the mem-
bers or the alliance, friends and Brothers, all of us zealous to discharge the dou
ble debt imposed upon us by the touching voice of our country, the sacred appeal
of Masonry.

“ A good Mason is always a good citizen, a just magistrate, a good son and a
faithful husband.” * * * * «We establish well organized societies. Nay
more, societies which bear an ardent love for their country, a respect for religion,
obedience to the laws which govern us, and an unextinguishable love for good
order and virtue.”
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“ When modern Masonry made its appearance with its systems, its innova-
‘tions and abuses, it necessarily opposed the natural tendency of Masonry and in-
troduced into it hurtful changes.

“Far be from us, all subjection of conscience, and, all hierarchical despotism,
-they both are in contradiction to true Masonry. An association of enlightened
men and free from prejudices, demands in this age with great outcry for a con-
cordance of sentiments and action. But a society can never prosper if it acta
arbitrarily or in the absence of laws. A legislative and executive force had to
.be formed as a basis of our alliance: every one should submit to it, as they have
all freely voted for its adoption.”

“The most ancient Masonic decuments, the most remote traditions, and the
reiterated declarations of the Grand Lodge of Enlgland, (which is acknowledged
by all Orients as the mother Lodge of the ancient Fraternity of Free and Accept -
.ed Masons) prove that ancient and true Freemasonry consists in the three De-
grees of St. John.”

“ All Lodges, even those of modern Masonry, agree to it, by giving to them-
selves the name of St. John, but above all by celebrating the festival of St. John
-the Baptist, the patron of the Ancient Fraternity.”

“ Nevertheless, it is requisite and prudent not to precipitate that which may be
an affair of belief or even of opinion, and the adage of our Grand mother Lodge
leaves us to hope that Masonry will little by little reunite that which is divided
by opinion and prejudices.”

The following extracts are from the report.of the Grand Master of the Na-
tional Grand Lodge, in the year 5840, « RG prosperity of all associations, and
more especially a Masonic one, essentially depends on the manner in which it is
composed. . Unfortunately, (and experience proves it every day) we see that in
all countries there are Lodges which are bat just established; and frequently
not without great effort, where we find arising among them, frightful dissentions,
which.soon lead to suspension of Work, and even to a dissolution of the Lodge
itself, and if this result does not always happen, it is because sometimes there are
found a clique of members who are bound together merely by interested motives,
who endeavor by means of numerous initiations to fill the vacuum which a bad
administration had produced in the funds of their Lodges. Deplorable examples
‘might be.adduced in support of these.congiderations.”

“Tt is something in this world not to make ourselves remarkable by our vices,
but that we may become true Masons we should render ourselves distinguished
.by our real virtues.”

- % The ritual requires an interval of thirty days between the time of proposi
a candidate and 1is initiation, during which time, ¢ his name must remain affixe,
to the door of the Lodge in order that the members may have a knowledge of the
same, and that they may oppose him if necessary, and at all events, that they
may make inquiries on the candidate, especially if it is for initiation or aggre-
gation. In departing from this wise prescription the Lodges deprive themse%;es
of the means of information in regard to the candidates, and expose themselves to
the danger of initiating or uﬂiliating in a careless manner, of which they may
afterwards have reason to repent’ There is another regulation of the ritval
which we see sometimes eluded. It is that which requires an interval of one
between the 1st and 2d Degrees, and the same between the 2d and 3d. It
m this bad effect, that notwithstanding the assertion to the contrary, it is abso-
lutely impossible for a Brother, let his capacity or assiduity be what it may, to
acquire in a shorter space, true knowledge of his Degree, even in regard to its
-forms and customs. To neglect this regulation, and advance at the expiration of
a few months, nay, sometimes a few days, a newly initiated member, to the Mas-
ters Degree, is an intolerable abuse, and it has likewise this fault also, that it
strips away all the merit from that Degree, which is the most sublime one, and
ought never to be assumed, but as a reward of zeal, aptness and perseverance.”
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THE CHARACTER OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST.
BY HON. VINCENT 8. BRADFORD, '
[From an Address delivered before St. Joseph Lodge, No. 45, at South Bend, Indiana.]

WE are informed by the Evangelist Luke, that the Angel Gabriel predicted to
Zachariag, the father of John the Baptist,at the annunciation of his promised
birth, “that he should be great in the sight of the Lord, and should drink
neither wine nor strong drink and should be filled with the Holy Ghost, even
from his mother’s womb.” Again, the Evangelist Matthew relates that our Sa-
viour said of his forerunner,  among them that are born of women there hath not
risen a greater than John the Baptist.” The Biography of the Baptist, though
brief, is full of interest. He was eminently self-denying. He drank neither wine
nor strong drink and his food was locusts and wild honey. Self-denial is a virtue
strongly inculcated by the principles of our Order. Without it the first elements
of Masonie character cannot be acquired. The Mason who is unacquainted with
self-denial, will never learn to restrain his passions and appetites within the.
bounds of moderation and habitually to exercise that right reason which is so es-
sential to enable him to Fperceive and observe his obligations to the great Master
of the Universe, to the Fraternity and his fellow-men in general. But the great
force and beauty of the character of John the Baptist, in respect to self-denial,
was that he practised Temperance on Total Abstinence principles. This obser-
vance of entire abstinence from intoxicating drinks must have peculiarly quali-
fied the Baptist for the difficult and arduous %ifeuhe led in the wilderness, and for
the ithortant work he had entrusted to him, ef arousing a lethargic -nation to-
meet the greatest event in tkeir history—the advent of the promised Messiah and
the establishment among them of the Kingdom of Heaven. The drink of John-
was entirely of the crystal well, and his food the simplest that the deserts of Ju-
dea afforded, for our Savionr testified of him “that John came neither eating nor.
drinking.” What an ever abiding charm is there in Temperance. How doth
Temperance diffuse the glow of health through the corporeal frame, and permit
the plastic principle of life within to inviﬁmte, develope and impart delight to.
existence. How proudly and lightly sits Reason upon its throne when Tempe-.
rance is the law of its reign. Who can estimate the. ever increasing power of the .
human soul, when intoxicating stimulus shall cease to weaken and destroy its:
energies from generation to generation? Every free and accepted Mason should
be in the first rank of the JAdvance Guard of the Temperance Army, in this glo-
rious day of the Total Abstinence movement. Although the development of the-
principle now inspires enthusiasm by its novelty, temperance ought te be to the
true Brother of our Order “ familiar as a household word,” since it has ever been
considered among Masons a cardinal virtue in the character.of one of its greatest
patrons of excellence. Masons ought to support the Temperance cause as vefe-
rans in the service. The Lodge is and ever has been, in its professed Irinci-
ples, a Temperance Society. i{a.sons should never forget this great land-mark
of their Order.

John the Baptist was remarkable for his sincerity or love of truth. It was this
which prompted his seclusion in the wilderness from the period of early youth,
and his entire devotion, until the close of his life, to his mission, casting utterly
behind him and forsaking all the advantages and privileges of his paternal and
priestly rank. Nothing great has ever been or ever wiﬁ be accomplished by
human efforts, unless commenced and prosecuted in sincerity. Sincerity is in
general the talisman of success. I define sincerity to be such a conviction of the
truth of a fact as causes an earnest belief in it, and an intense interest in it, so
intense that if any thing is to be done in respect to it, the whole powers of the
man are at once enlisted in the enterprise. It is the characteristic of the hero,
wherever he has or may be found. Beneath the guiding, inspiring and life giv-
ing energy of this characteristic, behold the Baptist drawing to his ministry in
the desert, forth from out of the luxurious cities of Judea, the proud, cold and for-
mal pharisee, the infidel philosophic and sneering sadducee, and forth from Jeru-
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salem and. all Judea and the region round about Jordan, vast multitudes of peo-
ple. Behold him with only the great fact of the cross erected for the redemption
of man before his prophetic vision, in his raiment of camel’s hair and with a leath-
ern girdle about his loins, influencing the great assembly of the learned and un-
learned, of the wise and the simple, of the old and the young that gathered around
him with such eloquence and power, that “all were baptised of him in Jordan,
confessing their sins.” Behold him “severe in youthful beauty,” rebuking the
pharisees and sadducees who had come to his baptism as “a generation of vi-
pers,” admonishing them “to bring forth fruits meet for repentance, and not to
say within themselves, that we have Abraham for our Father, but to regard the
truth that the axe was laid unto the root of the tree, and that therefore every tree
which did not bring forth good fruit should be hewn down and cast into the fire.”
Behold him with the same truthful zeal urging the publicans “to exact no more
than that which was appointed them,” and charging the soldiers “ to do violence
to no man, neither to accuse any falsely and to be content with their wages.”
In the same all absorbing love of the truth, behold him steadily repudiating the
spiritual honor, amounting almost to deification, which the admiring and wonder-
stricken multitude sought to confer on him, and diverting their attention from
himself, to him who he assured them “ though coming after him, was preferred
before him, whose shoe-latchet he was not worthy to unloose,” and who, as * the
Lamb of God taking away the sins of the world,” was the only true object of
their religious worship. Behold him at a later period, still the same steadfast
and enthusiastic lover of truth, rebuking the illicit connection between Herod
and Herodias and by his martyrdom consecrating this bright and heroic trait of
character.

The self-denial and love of truth of the Baptist, constitute in him as in every
other finished model, the basis of the superstructure of virtue which all succeed-
ini‘genemﬁons admire.

rom this foundation spring the four cardinal virtues, of Temperance, Forti-
tude, Prudence and Justice, which compose the Moral Edifice ; andthe three
Graces, of Faith, Hope and Charity, which Masons delight to contemplate. All
these virtues and graces met in John the Baptist. His fortitude was exhibited in
his resolute encounter of danger, difficulty, opposition, imprisonment and death.
His prudence is observable in the great popular confidence he inspired, which
rendered even Herod the King a.fmig of the humble Baptist, and in his careful
reparation for his ministry. John disclosed not the person of Christ to the
g‘rieats and Levites, whom the Joews sent from Jersusalem, but only on the next
day after he had dismissed them with an indefinite reply to their inquiries, point-
ed out to those who stood near him as trusted disciples, the long -promised and
expected Messiah. The patience of the Baptist is evinced in the just rebukes
and admonitions he administered to the phariseea and sadducees, to Herod and
Herodias and all classes who attended on his ministry, and in his frank recogni-
tion of the superior clains of the Saviour of Mankind. To no man more deserv-
edly than unto the Baptist can be applied the description of the Roman Poet—

¢ Justum et tenacem propositi virum.”

It was a beautiful and happy conception embodied in that ancient fable con-
cerning Pandora’s Bux,that when every other sentiment deserts the human heart,

¢ Hope, the charmer, lingers still behind.”

1t is true that, as a natural feeling,  Hope springs eternal in the human breast.” -
But it is only when refined into an abiding moral sentiment, prompting to moral
action and contributing to the adorning of moral character, that hope becomes a
grace of the spirit, Itis then nearly allied to faith. Its expectation being of that
which is real and true, soon ripens into belief or faith. Hope anticipates what
faith realizes. In the dying hour, while faith triumphs, hope cheers and com-
forts—Hope may be termed the mainspring of the affections—It is man’s con-
sciousness of his immortal ancestry and destiny.
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That healthful consciousness filling the soul with inward peate, serenity and
Jjoy, and illuminating the inner world with brighter and {)urer light than that of
the natural world, can never be destroyed until the moral image of the Creator
has entirely departed from the creature, and the darkness of the second death has
enshrouded the spirit. John the Baptist enjoyed this hope in the liveliest exer-
cise ; for it was his privilege to look for better things than the long line of proph-
ets who had preceded him. It was this grace which cast a halo around the head
and illumined the countenance of the otherwise stern and austere forerunner and
preacher of repentance. It kept his soul fresh and vigorous amidst the desola-
tion and sterility of the wilderness. When no man companied with and instruc-
ted his youth, it was his companion and teacher and portrayed to him future
scenes of heroic conflict with, and glorious triumph over, the World, the Flesh
and the Devil. How hopefully did “the child grow and wax strong in spirit and
remain in the desert until the day of his showing unto Israel.” Amidst the buf-
fetings of Satan, to which in his hour of temptation, like his divine master, he was
undoubtedly exposed, hope was to the Baptist like “an anchor of the soul, sure
and steadfast, entering into that within the vail.” With what hopefulness did he
raise his voice in the wilderness, crying ¢ prepare ye the way of the Lord and
make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain- and
hill shall be brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight and the rough
shall be made smooth.”

How greatly did his hope of salvation to Israel, through repentance and remis-
sion of sins cheer and strengthen him when on his hard fare of locusts and wild
honey, he stood day after day in the flood of Jordan, plunging thousands after
thousands beneath the baptismal waters. How did his hope rejoice in immediate
expectation of “ the day spring from on high, which should visit the earth, to give
light to them that sate in darkness and in the shadow of death and to guide their
feet in the way of peace.” How did his hope exult and “ bless the Lord God of
Israel, for being about to visit and redeem his people of Israel, to raise up an horn
of salvation in the house of his servant David, that they should be saved from
their enemies and from the hand of all them that hated them, to perform the
mercy promised to the Fathers of Israel and to remember his holy covenants—
the oath which he swore unto their Father Abraham, that he would grant unto
them, that being delivered out of the hands of their enemies, they might serve
hiin without fear, in holiness and righteousness, all the days of their life.”

It may truly be said of the Baptist, that hope of the Messiah and of the great
blessings which would attend his advent, was strong within him, even from his
mother’s womb. Near the close of his life and while in the dungeon of Herod,
this hope kept alive in his breast, a strong personal interest in the success of the
ministry of reconciliation and moved him to send two of his disciples to ascertain
if the worker of the wondrous miracles, the fame of which had penetrated even
to his prison cell, was the same Divine personage who, at his baptism, the voice
from Heaven had proclaimed to be the Son of God and the promised deliverer.
The word of God hath with propriety averred that “the just shall live by fusth.”
Taking the definition of the same infallible exponent, that ¢ faith is the substance
of things hoped for—the evidence of things not seen ;” what else than this grace,
the gift of infinite mercy, could have fed the spiritual life of John the Baptist?
While preparing in the deep seclusions and solitudes of the wilderness of Judeas,
" by holy contemplation and self-denying habits of body, his youthful spirit for the
. trials and toils of his subsequent mission, the Baptist must have lived by faith,
To the ever open eye of his faith, as the result of the ministry assigned him,
must have continually appeared, amidst the rocks and sands of the desert, in
which he dwelt, through the long drawn vista of future ages, the lovely and re-
freshing vision “of the wilderness and solitary place being glad and of the desert
rejoicing and blossoming as the rose.”

Wihen called to make daily sacrifices of ease and comfort, to practice the most
rigid self-denial, to endure severe mortifications—to make the cave his bed and
the rock his pillow—and to feed upon locusts and wild honey, how ardently must
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have burnt the flame of faith, in the bosum of this lone and wandering child, to
enable him in his growth to manhood, amidst such discouragements, to preserve
and cultivate that holy enthusiasin, which after the commencement of his publie
ministry rendered the “reed shaken by the wind,” in the language of his divine
master, “a Prophet and more than a Prophet,” and made his voice potent to
arouse a nation from the slumber of ages. Faith is indeed a mighty principle of
life and action. By it, the Baptist fed when hungry, on that bread of life, of
which, if a man shall partake, he shall bunger no more, and by it he drank when
athirst of that water of life, of which, if a man shall drink, he shall thirst no
more—By it he saw that through the great Redemption he was appointed to pro-
claim as at hand, the sorrows and sufferings, the sin and shame of himself and of
such of his race as accepted it, would shortly be exchanged for that heaven:i
felicity and glory which “eye hath not seen nor ear heard and of which it ha
not entered into the heart of man to conceive.” .

Faith, like hope, is a sentiment inherent in our nature. It belongs to the
moral constitution of man and forms part of the moral being which God has be-
stowed on him. It degenerates into credulity when it is ignorant and depraved,
but it is entitled to its name when intelligently exercised in reference to those
high subjeets and objects, which properly belong to its contemplation,—such as
the Deity, his attributes, works and law. As the skilfully constructed musical
instrument responds to the touch of the master who formed it and gives forth the
appropriate tones, so does faith in an holy nature yield immediate assent to divine
truth when addressed by it.

The agreement that exists between faith and the revelations of the Bible
being founded in the moral construction of things, is one of the best evidences
that can be possessed, of the truth of the Bible. It would be strange and anoma-
lous indeed, if. it were otherwise ; for then it would happen that the moral nature
o'il" mBn_wou]d be the only created thing that could not mirror the perfections of
the Deity. -

% But though I have all faith, so thatI could remove mountsins, and have not
charity, T am nothing. For charity beareth all things, believeth all things, endur-
eth all things.,” Such was the charity of John the Baptist. His character was
its ﬁersoniﬁcation and verified the other saying of the Apostle, “ and now abideth
faith, hope, charity, these three, but the greatest of these is charity.”

It was love to God and love to man which graced the self-denial and siucerity
of the Baptist, and which so emiunently beautified his temperance, prudence and
justice—Like his Divine Master, he sacrificed all and consecrated all to the
glory of God and the promotion of the best interests of man. He became poor
and destitute of the conveniences of life, that he might herald the way for the
bestowal upon the world of that priceless treasure of heavenly wisdom “ which
moth nor rust cannot corrupt nor thieves . break through and steal” What he
professed and practised himself, he sought to inculcate upon others. Hear how
the very life of his spirit animates his exhortation ¢ that he that hath two coats
let him impart to him that hath none, and he that hath meat do likewise.” Char-
ity is essential to the true dignity of human nature. Without it man does not
answer the end of his being and cannot occupy his proper station in the scale of
existence. : '

Charity is the princi{ﬂe of all right individual, domestic, social and religious
sentiment, for “though 1 speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have
not charity, [ am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”

Holy love, which is charity, is the great principle of attraction which holds
together the moral universe ; for “ God 1s love.” It pervades from the centre to
the circumference of the immeasurable creation. It is a law of happiness as ex-
tensive as the nature of the infinite mind. With its exercise is necessarily con-
nected all other right emotion and thought. Without it all is disorder and dis-
cord—with it all is order and harmony.

When exercised in reference to the Supreme Being, it brings the soul into

8
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sweet accordance and agreement with the Father of the Spirit and the God of all
grace, and excites to prayer and praise. When exercised in reference to man, it
opens the eye to the compassionate beholding of misery, the ear to kind atten-
tion to the tale of distress; the heart to sympat%y with grief and the liberal hand
to the affording of instant and bounteous relief to want and suffering.

Charity is a principal sufficient for the immortal wants and desires of the most
expanded moral nature. “Charity never faileth; but whether there be prophe-
cies they shall fail, whether there be tongues they shall cease, whether tﬁere be
knowledge it shall vanish away.” Chanty, in all its modes of thought and feel-
ing, is unostentatious and retiring. “ It envieth not, it vaunteth not itself, it is
not puffed up, it doth not behave itself unseemly, it seeketh not its own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not iu iniquity, but rejoiceth in the
truth”—it lacketh all selfish individuality. When it prayeth it entereth into the
closet, shutteth the door and burneth in secret its sweet incense to him who seeth
in secret. When it “ doth alms, it letteth not the left hand know what the right
hand does.” Yet in all this it is not strained—It is twice blessed. It blesseth
him that gives and him that takes. ’Tis mightiest in the mighty.”

Charity, though diffusive, is not improperly lavish or thoughtless. An heav-
enly-grace it is endued * with the wisdom which cometh. from above.”

It does not confuse right and wrong, regarding both with equal complacency.
It is not an impnlse but a sentiment. That is a false charity which violates the
moral sense of justice and never for a single moment loses sight of the eternal
distinction between virtue and vice. Hence the charity of the Bible reproves as
well as commends, frowns as well as smiles, refuses as well as bestows, just as
the great interests of righteousness or the highest good of the universe in its
estimation requires. Charity however respects not persons: for “if we have
respect of persons we fulfil not the royal law, according to the scriptures, thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, but commit sin and are convinced of the law
as transgressors.” .

But charity visits the fatherless and widows in their afiliction and keeps itself
unspotted from the world.

Brethren—W e have thus briefly and imperfectly contemplated the character
of one whose memory our Order holds forth in perpetual honor and observance.
We have seen in it an exemplification of every Masonic grace and virtue. It is
a distinguished pattern of Masonry, worthy in all succeeding time, of love and
imitation. In traversing the whole circle of Masonic thought, we find no point,
more interesting than the one on which we have this day been resting—thé his-
tory of John the Baptist. In the long gallery of holy and heroic men, of martyrs,
confessors, kings, priess, philosophers, poets, statesmen, warriors and patriots,
who in every age have adorned our Order, no one occupies a higher pedestal
than St. John the Baptist. So long as Masonry continues, his reputation will not
be eclipsed by human virtue, althongh it is the privilege, yea the duty of every
Mason, of every man, with pious emulation, to endeavor to rival it. No point of
moral attainment should be too high for the desire of an immortal being made
after the image of the Great Creator and blessed with a knowledge of divine
truth. Masons should ever keep in view the temple on high “not made with
hands eternal in the Heavens” and remember that there are therein thrones and
principalities and powers, heighths and eminences of holiness for them to occupy,
according to their faith and works. Masons should never forget that so long as
they live in this world, like John the Baptist, they must expect to labor; and if
they would acquire his virtue, to spend and be spent in the cause of righteous-
ness. The call from that labor to rest will never occur here, while an error
remains to be extirpated or a truth to be maintained and advanced. Refresh-
ment they will sometimes need and will obtain from those ever-springing and
pure fountains of thought and emotion which the great Master has opened even
in the wilderness. If necessary for the chosen people of the Most High, the
rock will be smitten and the manna will descend.
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MONUMENT TO THE LATE EARL OF DURHAM.

Tux foundation stone of the magnificent Monument on Pensher Hill, in the
county of Durham, (Eng.) to the memory of the late Earl of Durham, was laid on
the 29th August, with Masonic honors, amidst an immense concourse of specta-
tors. We are indebted to the Review for the following particulars:

Pensher Hill is the western extremity of a long range of lofty mountains, run-
ning, in a direction nearly east and west from the sea-coast, a considerable dis-
tance into the county of Durham, and the elevation of it is such as to command
an extensive view of the adjacent country. At the foot of this lofty mountain
range the river Wear pursues its meandering course to the German Ocean, which
is also visible from Persher Hill. The locality of the monument is on the estate
of the late ear], in a neighborhood full of romantic associations, and a more suita-
ble spot for the erection of a monument to the late lamented earl could not have
been selected. -

In order to render every facility to those desirous of visiting the spot on this
interesting occasioun, the Great North of England Railway Company, whose line
passes little more than a mile from the hill, arranged that special trains, at redu-
ced fares, should start simultaneously from Durham, Sunderland, South Shields,
and Newcastle, and arrive shortly before the ceremony commenced. Many
hundreds availed themselves of these arrangements, and, the day being fine, a
more animated and picturesque scene was perhaps never witnessed in this part
of the country.

In a field on the south side of the hill a large pavilion was erected for the
accommodation of the Masons, and here a Provincial Grand Lodge was opened
by the Earl of Zetland, the Most Worshipful Grand Master. The entrance of
the pavilion was tastefully ornamented with evergreens, amongst which the lau-
rel, the yew, and the cypress were conspicuously visible.

After the usual ceremonies the Masonic Brethren formed into procession, with
; :mnd of music in front, and proceeded by a winding path to the summit of the
ill.

On reaching the place where the interesting ceremony was to be performed,
and which was protected from intrusion by a wooden barricade, guarded by a
detachment of rural police, the Brethren divided right and left, facing inwards,
and forming an avenue for the Most Worshipful Grand Master to pass through,
preceded by his banner, and followed by the Ionic light, the Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, and grand officers, who took up their respective stations on a platform, which
had been erected for the purpose. The scene at this moment was exceedingly
attractive. The gorgeous insignia of the Masonic Brethren brilliantly reflected
the rays of an almost vertical sun, the various banners fluttering in the.gentle
breeze, the gay dresses of the ladies,and the vast assemblage of spectatorson
every side, formed altogether a magnificent spectacle. All having been arrang-
ed, the foundation stone was elevated a little by means of a winch placed for the
purpose, and the lower half (it being divided into two) having been adjusted, the
Grand Secretary read aloud the inscription, engraven on a brass plate, intended
to enclose a cavity which had been formed in the stone as follows :—

“ This stone was laid by the Earl of Zetland, Grand Master of the Free and
Accepted Masons of England, assisted by the Brethren of the provinces of Dur-
ham and Northumberland, on the 28th of August, 1844, being the foundation
stone of a monument to be erected to the meniory of John George, Earl of Dur-
ham, who, after representing the county of Durham, in Parliament for fifteen
years, was raised to the peerage, and subsequently held the offices of Lord Privy
Seal, Ambassador Extraordinary and Minister at St. Petersburgh, and Governor-
General of Canada. He died on the 28th of July, 1840, in the fortyninth year
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of his age. This monument is erected by the private subscriptions of his fellow
countrymen, admirers of his public principles and exemplary private virtues.”

The Grand Treasurer then placed a phial, containing a number of coins of the
present reign, in the cavity, and the brass plate having been placed thereon, the
Grand Master proceeded to adjust the same, and spread the mortar with a silver
trowel handed to him for that purpose. The trowel bore the following inscrip-
tion :—“This trowel was used by the Right Hon. the Earl of Zetland, Grand
Master of the United Lodge of Freemasons of England, in laying the foundation
stone of the monunment erected to the memory of the late Earl of Durham, G. C. B,,
Provincial Grand Master of Durham and Northumberland, the 28th of August,
1844. John and Benjamin Green, architects.”

The Grand Master then proceeded to adjust the position and form of the stone
by the ﬁlummet, level, and square, which were delivered to him by the Deputy

rand Master. Being satisfied in regard to these particulars, he gave the stone
three knocks with the mall. The cornucopia containing the corn, and the ewers
with the wine and oil, were then handed to the Grand Master, whe strewed the
corn, and poured the wine and oil over the stone, with the accustomed ceremo-
nies, in performing which he said impressively :—

“As we have now laid this stone, may the Great Governor of the universe in
His kind providence enable us to carry on and finish what we have begun: may
He guard this place, and this country in general, and preserve it from ruin and
decay to the latest posterity. I strew this corn as the emblem of plenty ; I pour
this wine as the emblem of cheerfulness ; I pour this oil as the emblem of com-
fort and consolation; And may the All-bounteous Author of nature bless this
place and the kingdom at large with abundance of corn, and wine, and oil, and
all the necessaries, comforts and conveniences of life.

“And may the same Almighty power preserve the inhabitants in peace and unity
and brotherly love, towards which greal objects no one during s earthly carcer
exerted himself more zealously and more successfully than that nobleman whose
memory we are assembled to commemorate.”

The Rev. R. Greew, of Newcastle, the Provincial Grand Chaplain, then
o%’fere&l up an appropriate prayer, with which the interesting proceedings were
closed.

The Earl of Zetland and others present examined the plans of the proposed
erection, which were submiitted to them by Mr. J. Green, after which the proces-
sion was re-formed, and the Masonic Brethren returned to the pavilion. A great
number of ladies and gentlemen, comprising many of the principal county fami-
lies, were present during the ceremony, and capacious galleries were erected for

- their accommodation on each side of the place, so as to command an excellent
view of the whole proceedings.

The proposed monument is already in a very forward state, the works having
been in operation some months, so that the spectators could form a pretty accu-
rate conception of what it will be when completed. The form approximates to
that of the Temple of Theseus, with a regular basis of solid Masonry a hundred
feet long by fiftyfour feet in width. The foundation rests on the solid lime stone
rock, twenty feet below the surface of the soil, and the basé rises ten feet above
the platform of the hill. At the sides of this rectangle stand eighteen lofty open
equidistant columns, thirty feet in height and six and a half in diameter, support-
ing at each end a magnificent pediment, and at each side a deep entablature,
which will serve as a promenade when the building is complete. The promenade
will be reached by spiral stairs to be formed within one of the pillars. From the
ground to the upper point of the pediment will be about seventy feet. The struc-

" ture stands nearly due east and west, and will form a prominent object to travel-
lers on the line of the Great North of England Railway between Darlington and
Newcastle, and will soon become a place of resort for parties of pleasure.

The stone for this magnificent edifice was presented to the building committee
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by the Marquis of Londonderry, and was obtained from his lordship's quarries at
the village near Pensher, distant about a mile from the top of the hill. The
lime is from the Earl of Durham’s kilns at Newbottle, about the same distance ;
and the sand from an excellent bed at the foot of the hill. The materials are
conveyed up the hill by a temporary winding railway, the bed of which will form
a permanent carriage drive when the building is complete. ‘

THE NEW GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN.

Steamer Lexington, from Detroit to Buffalo,
November 19, 1844.

To Cuarres W. Moore, Esq.

My Dear Sir and Brother—I had previously apprized you of my intention to
make a western tour, and as I am now on my return and purpose going to Mon-
treal before I see you, I will inform you that I have had a pleasant journey, with
the exception of being detained three days at Buffalo, by a snow storm. I arrived
in Detroit on Monday evening, in the midst of the bustle of a spirited election.
The city was all in confusion, the flags of the contending parties were flying at
every corner, bonfires were lighted in the principal streets, and the exciting
huzza! for , whoevet was the candidate of the noisy ones, was almost
deafening. It is a good thing that the Presidential election takes place so sel-
dom. Much money has been bet on the result in that State and the Union.

I performed the business which called me there, and then went into the inte-
rior as far as Marshall, 110 miles, by rail road, saw the flourishing towns of Ann-
Arbor, Ypsilanti and Jackson. They are thriving towns, and they, as well as
Marshall, number about two thousand inhabitants each. Detroit is a beautiful
city, and one very desirable for a residence. It is situated on the river, anda
vast plain presents itself to the eye from the top of the State House, reaching for
many miles. I visited the State lHouse and other public buildings, and was po-
litely escorted by our good Masonic Brother, Samuel Yorke AtLee, Esq. The
public buildings are in good taste, but not as splendid as those of your eastern
cities. In the Representatives Hall is an excellent full length likeness of Michi-
gan’s favorite, Gen. Lewis Cass, and oune of the first Governors of that State,
Stevens T. Mason. The city has a population of 12000. Many buildings are in
process of erection, and business appears lively. I should judge that the people
are more moral and industrious than in Buffalo, and some other of the New York
cities. And now I have good tidings to communicate respecting our ancient and
honorable Fraternity. .

The Masonic Fraternity in the State of Michigan, has revived, and becom
organized, I trust, in a constitutional manner. Four Lodges, chartered by the
M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of New York, have held a convention and
formed a Grand Lodge. It was organized on Wednesday the 6th inst. The
Grand Lodge was opened on the Master's Degree by Br. —— Mullet, the Grand
Master elect. Ex. Gov. Lewis Cass, Past Grand Master, then took the chair,
and assisted by your humble servant, Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of
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South Carolina, he Installed the newly elected Grand Master. Br. Mullett on
resuming the chair Installed the other elected Grand Officers present. I then had .
the satisfaction of congratulating the Brethren on their reorganization, in a brief
address, in which I assured them that the Masonic Family in the different States
of the Union would gladly join with me, and bail their new and perfect organiza-
tion with the best wishes for the permanency and success of the Grand Lodge,
and the Craft in Michigan. There are Brethren, good and true, and zealous, in
that State, and there are many gentlemen of high respectability, who entertain a
favorable opinion of the Institution and have waited for the adjustment of the dif-
ficulties attending the Craft of late, to hecome members. That desirable object
having been attained, they will now come forward, and the progress of the Order
will be great. I assure you it gave me great pleasure to be present and take part
with the venerable Past Grand Master on that occasion, so full of interest to the
Brethren in Michigan and the Fraternity at large. It was the first time for
several years that Br. Cass had been in u Lodge, yet he was perfectly at home.

During my stay in that city, I was well accommodated at the NaTioNarL Ho-
TEL, the best Western Hotel I have found. I can recommend it to a hearty trav-
elling public—it is kept by Br. Edward Lyon. )

I left there last evening, expect to be in Buffalo to-morrow morning, and pro-
ceed to Montreal.* From thence back to New England.

In good bealth, I am, respectfully, thy Brother,
ALBERT CASE.

MASONRY IN ST. JOHN, N. B.
Saint John, N. B., Nov. 8, 1844.
Crarres W, Moore, Esq. .

Dear Sir and Brother :—With respect to Masonry in this city, it is with plea-
sure that I am enabled to inform you, that at no preceding period has it ever
been in so flourishing a state—there happily prevails a cordiality and brotherly
feeling throughout the whole fraternity. In the different Lodges a spirit of
friendly rivalry has been created, and the Work of each is consequently con-
ducted with correctness and precision ; the members of the Craft ever striving to
keep in view those ancient land marks which time has only the effect of render-
ing more valued and more venerable. By a reference to the “St. John’s Cou-
rier” of 4th May last, which I take the liberty of enclosing, you will find copies
of various addresses from the different Masonic bodies, to Oliver Goldsmith, Esq.
late Adjutant Commissary General to her Majesty’s forces in this Province, and
Worshipful Master of Albion Lodge in this city, previously to this worthy Broth-
er’s departure to Hong Kong, where he had been appointed to a higher and more
lucrative office. The occasion upon which these addresses were presented, was
one of no ordinary interest. The character of Brother Goldsmith was held by the
Craft in very high estimation. He was a warm friend to the Institution, and pos-
sessed many virtues and excellent qualifications which enabled him to render to
Masonry very valuable aid.
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By the community at large he was highly prized for his manly and honorable
deportment. He was presented with an address by those unconnected with the
“ mystic tie,” which embraced a very large proportion of all the respectable and
leading names in this city. The silver pitcher, with which Brother Goldsmith
was presented by the Lodge over which he so ably presided, was manufatcured
in yourcity. A neat and appropriate inscription was engraved upon it, and I
can assure you that the gift was nobly and faithfully earned.*

The number of the Brethren is fast increasing, and I am happy to inform you,
that it now embraces many of our most valued and mﬂuentml citizens. The
Lodges established here are as follows, viz:

Albion, No. 570, on the registry of the Grand Lodge of England—Ollver
Goldsmith, Esquire, W. M.; Alexander Robertson, Esquire, acting until St.
John’s day.

Saint John, No. 632, en registry of Grand Lodge of England— Mr. Johu Thomas,
W. M.

Hibernian, No. 103, on registry of Grand Lodge of Irelandi—Mr. George F.
Smith, W. M.

Portland Union, No. 324, on registry of Grand Lodge of Ireland—Mr. John
McCready, W. M.

Mark Lodge, Carleton, holds its warrant from the Roynl Chapter—Mr. E. W.
Greenwood, R. W. M.

Royal Arch, Carlelon, No. 47, on registry of Grand Royal Arch of Scotland—
Robert Payne, Esquire, member of Provincial Parliament, Principal. The
Work of the Chapter lay dormant from March, 1829, to August, 1833, and again
from September, 1833 to June, 1842, when the difficulties under which they
were laboring being removed—the Companions again rallied round their
‘standards,” and the present House bids fair “to be greater than the first.”

You were kind enough to publish an extract from a letter of mine in your
Magazine of June ’42, (p. 247,) in which I spokeof the great depression of the
times in this city, by reason of the calamitous fires and the prostration of com-
merce in the mother country. JNowy I am happy to inform you that business has
again revived here, and that the city is prospering ; and this information will be
the more gratifying to you, when you are apprized, that as a consequence of
good times, Masonry is more patronized, aided and encouraged, by a large and
worthy portion of our community. _

With every wish that your endeavors may be crowned with success to yourself,
and be the means of cementing more closely the union and good fellowship of
the fraternity in every quarter of the globe—more particularly between the Brit-
ish and Americans, being of one stock and one language—and all our future
labors be accompanied by the exalted virtues of brotherly love, relief and truth,
and conducted in order and peace, and closed in harmony, is the fervent hope of],

Dear Sir and Brother, yours Fraternally,
Davip PowELL.

*The addresses will be given in our next.—Eb.
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I53"We would again urge upon our agents
an early settlement of their accounts. We
have a large amount of outstanding demands,
of which we stand in need. The plan on
which the Magazine is conducted is an ex-
pensive one, and the terms are low. It can
therefore be well sustained only by a liberal
patronage and prompt payment. Were it
made up of addresses and miscellaneous se-
lections, we could hetter afford to lay out of
our dues. We trust our friends will give
immediate attention to this matter.

GraND Lobae oF MicuieaN.—By refer-
ence to the communication of Rev. Br. Case,
on a preceding page, it will be seen that a
Grand Lodge for Michigan has been legally
and regularly organized. The former body
has been dissolved, and all difficulties grow-
ing out of its organization, are now happily
removed. It is with sincere pleasure that we
record this result, and we avsil ourselves of
the occasion to greet our Michigan Brethren
with fraternal salutations. We are gratified
to perceive that Gen. Cass, the former Grand
Master, presided at the installation of the
officers.

375 We translate the following paragraph
from the proceedings of “ Le Grand Orient,”
at Paris. It may interest our South Carolina
friends.

The Grand Lodge of South Carolina, at
Charleston, has asked an affiliation with the
Grand Orient of France The request was
on the 19th August read to the chamber
of correspondence, and has been referr-d to
the chamber of counsel and appeal charged
with power to act on the suhject. The letter
of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina an-
nounces the death of Br. Mitchell, first Grand
Commander of the Rite Ecossais, (he having
died some years since,) and the renewal of
the activity of the Supreme Council of the
33 degree, which has been for a long time
dormant.

5 The original charges, for the first
three Degrees, forwarded by our South Caro-
lina correspondent, came to hand too late for
the present number.

I5 A large amount of foreign miscella-
neous intelligence, prepared for the present
number, is necessarily deferred until our
nevt

A LEexicox oF FreemasoNry.—We have
received a copy of the Proposals for the new
work to be publi:hed by Br. ArserT G.
Macxkey, of Charleston, S. C. under the a-
bove title. It is intended to furnish the in-

uirer, by an easy mode of reference, with a
definition of all the terms peculiar to our
Order—an explanation of the symhols with
which it ahounds--a record of 1ts numerous
histories, traditions, &c. The work will be
issued in January next, in a duodecimo vol.
of 350 or 400 pages, at 81 50 a vol. Orders
for the work will be received by the editor of
the Magazine, or may be forwarded to the
address of the author, at Charleston, S. C.
The work will be of great value to the Ma-
sonic student, and of interest to all.

DepicaTioNn oF A Masonic Hartr —We
have received a copy of the order of exerci-
ses at the Dedication of ¢ Masons’ Hall,”
erected for the use of United Lodge, at
Branswick, Me., on the evening of the 24th
of October last. ‘I'he a.dress on the oceca-
sion was delivered by the Grand Master of
the State, and the ceremonies, which were

' gerforme(l by the Grand Lodge, were no
0!

ubt interesting. We notice that the prin-
cipal Odes used were selected from Br. Pow-
er’s Masonic Melodies ; one of which only,
however, is credited to him, and that without
naming the work from which it is taken. We
presume the omission was accidental.

Summary oF Exetisn Masonic News.
—A Grand Frovincial Masonic Festival was
held at Gravesend on the 1st July. A publie
procession was foriued, and a sermon preach-
ed on the occasion : after which the Brethren
dined together. A similar festival was also
held at Birmingham, on the 29th ; aud anoth-
er at Wolverhampton, on the 26th Sept. ; and
still another at Gateshead, on the 6th Aug.
The 24th June. was celebrated at Loquor,
Worcester, and Carmarthen. A new Lodge
is ahout to he established at Rughy. Earl
Home was to open the Provincial G. Lodge
at Leamington in Oct. A new Lodge was
opened at St. Austell, on the 6th July. The
morning was ushered in by the firing of can-
non, and the ofticers and members were wel-
corned by the ringing of the Parish bells. A
public procession was formed on the occa-
sion. The Provincial Grand Lodge of Dor-
setshire was held on the 28th Aug. and crea-
ted a lively interest in the town. * Coryton
Encampment of the Holy Cross,” (Knights
Templars,) held a meeting at Coryton Park,
Devon, on the 27th June. The occasion was
one of much interest.

I3 Our correspondent at Lynchburg, Va.,
is informed, that we have not received the
French Magazine to which he refers. No
order for it has been received by us from the
Brother named.



| FREEMASONS
MONTHLY MAGAZINE.
Vor. IV.) BOSTON, JANUARY 1, 1845. [No.3.

POWERS AND DUTIES OF A MASTER OF A
LODGE.

‘A mieHLY respected Brother and correspondent in Canada, proposes
the annexed inquiries. We had supposed that the matter involved in
them ‘was well established by the usages of the Fraternity in all parts of
the world. It would seem, however, not to be so well understood as its
simplicity and clearness would warrant us -in believing. Influenced by
this’ consideration, our correspondent, in-a subsequent note, says: I
think it would be-a good thing to discuss these questions in the Magazine.
What has taken place in one instance may take place in other instances ;
and, limited as my experience in Masonry has been, I have seen enough

‘to convince me of the necessity of Masters knowing their duties, as well

as members. Judging also from the degrée of interest created and mani-
fested on the occasion to which I allude, I consider the subject one of
importance. The illustration of any point, calculated, when viewed
differently by parties differently situated, to create feeling, is just the
business of .your journal, and we shall be happy to see the matter broach-
ed, either directly, or indirectly, as you may think proper.”

We readily comply with the request of our correspondent, and here-
with present the inquiries :—

¢« 1st. Has the Master of a Blue Lodge at work, the power of putting
off the regular monthly communication, whenever he may think proper
to do so?

% 2d. And in connection with the foregoing, I would beg leave to
ask, whether you ever heard of the monthly communication belng put off
under ordinary circumstances 7>’

The Master of a Lodge is invested with great power. A learned and
distinguished Brother has said, that Masonic ** government is despotic,”
and that “ the Master in the East is absolute in his authority over the
Brethren of his Lodge.” This, as applied to the mechanism and imme-

9
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diate government of the Lodge, may be true. But the Master is as subor-
dinate to the established ‘Constitutions and recognized usages of the
Fraternity, and to the written regulutions of his Lodge, as the humblest
member of it. Here all stand upon an equality. Official station makes
no exemptions. It rather imposes new obligations, and strengthens those
already existing. The Master is not only bound, equally with every
Brother associated with him, to observe the regulations of his Lodge, and
of the Grand Lodge, but he is under special obligations to see that the
Brethren under his charge observe them. ¢ The Master of every
Lodge,” say the ancient Constitutions,* “when duly elected and installed,
has it in special charge, as appertinent to his office, duty and dignity, ta
see that all the By-Laws of his Lodge, as well as the general regulations
of the Grand Lodge, be duly observed.” He has also “the right and
authority of calling his Lodge, or congregating the members into a Chap-
ter, at pleasure, upon the application of any of the Brethren, and upon
any emergency and occurrence, which, in his judgment, may require
their meeting. It is likewise his duty, together with that of his Wardens,
to attend the Grand Lodge, at the quarterly communications, and such
occasional or special grand communications as the good of the Craft may
require.” By the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England,t the Mas-
ter, ¢ if he be dissatisfied with the conduct of any of his officers, (whether
elected or appointed,) may lay the cause of complaint before the Lodge ;
and if it shall appear to the majority of the Brethren present, that the
complaint be well founded, he shall have power to displace such officer,
and to nominate another.” The power of a Master of a Lodge is there-
fore great ; but it is not unlimited. Neither does it, in the language of
the distinguished Brother before alluded to, in the least militate against
the doctrine of equality, which is inculcated both by precept and exam-
. ple,in all the illustrations of Masonry. For it is an authority founded on
Brotherly love, and, as a general rule; exercised in a spirit of kindness
and suavity, which is the more effective, as it brings into operation, both
with rulers and Brethren, supreme and subordinate, the amiable sympa-
thies which spring from fraternal esteem. If the power vested in the
Master be steadily maintained on the judicious principles of suaviter in
modo, it will rarely be necessary to display the sterner features of forti-
ter in re ; though it may sometimes be expedient and necessary to com-
bine the two. If the Master transcend his legitimate powers, or rule
with a tyrannical hand, he is amenable to the Grand Lodge, and may be
suspended from his office by the Grand Master.

#Chap. 2, Sec, 3. tEdition of 1841, page 79.
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Such are the general powers vested in the Master of a Lodge. There
are others, incidental to his office, which it is unnecessary to enumerate.
To the first of the interrogatories proposed for our consideration, we
answer : The Master has no power to * put off the regular monthly com-
munication” of his Lodge. The Charter of every Lodge provides for at
least one meeting in a year. This must be held, or the Charter is for-
feited to the Grand Lodge. The ancient Constitutions, (art. viii.) say,
that the meetings * ought to be held monthly.” This, however, is recom-
. mendatory, not obligatory, and leaves the subject to the regulation of the
Grand Lodge, or, in the case of no action by that body, to-the subordinate
Lodge itself. But when the number of meetings in a year is fixed, either
by the Grand Lodge, or by the subordinate Lodge, the Master has no
more control over the matter than a private member. He is bound to
respect the regulation, and to convene his Lodge accordingly. He has
no discretionary power in the premises. The Constitutions of the Grand
Lodge of England, te which the Lodges in Canada are mostly amenable,
provides, ¢ that the particular house or place of meeting, as well as the
regular days of meeting of the Lodge, shall be specified in the by-laws,
and ho meeting of the Lodge shall be held elsewhere, except a removal
be decided upom in.conformity with the laws enacted in that respect.”®
If the times of meeting be specified in the By-Laws, the Master is bound
to respect and carry them into.effect. The fourth section of the article
just quoted, further provides, that the By-Laws ‘shall be delivered
to the Master on the day of his installation, when he shall solemnly
pledge kimself to ebserve and enforce them during his masterskip.”
So far, therefore, is the Master from possessing. power to *put off
a regular monthly communication,” that he is bound to see that it is held
according to the provisions of the By-Laws of his Lodge. Nor does-his
duty end here ; for, if there be no article in the By-Laws fixing the meet-
ings of his Lodge, it is his duty to see that such an article is placed
there, agreeably to the requisitions of the.Constitutions of the Grand
Lodge, as provided for in the 5th section of the article ¢ Private Lodges.”
This is made his special duty by the 5th section of the article ¢ Masters
and Wardens,” which declares that ¢ the Master is responsible for the dus
observance of the laws relating to private Lodges.” The conclusion of
the matter therefore is, that it is the duty of the Lodge to fix the times
of its meetings by its By-Laws ; and it is the duty of the Master to see
that this is done, and that the meetings are held as specified. The Lodge
itself posscsses no power to suspend, or ‘ put off¥ the meetings, when
once fixed by the By-Laws; .for the Constitutions expressly provide, that

*Art. Private Lodges, Sec. 5, p. 60.
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the By-Laws, when framed, ¢ must be submitted to the approbation of
the Grand Master; or Provincial Grand Master, and when approved, a fair
copy must be sent to the Grand Secretary;” and “ when any material
alteration shall be made, such alteration must, in like - manner, be sub-
mitted. No law or alteration will be valid until so submitted or approv-
ed. ™

In answer to the second inquiry we reply, that we have never kmown
any Master of a Lodge to assume the responsibility of “ putting off the
regular communications of a Lodge. We have known the business of a
regalar communication to be adjourned, but the meeting must be held
and the Lodge opened and closed.

We cannot better conclude this article than by the following, not less
beautiful than truthful remarks, on the duties and qualifications of a Mas-
ter of a Lodge, from the pen of England’s brightest Mason, our estimable
Brother, the Rev. George Oliver.

The Worshipful Master should always bear in hns memory, that to him
the Brethren look for instruction—on him depend the welfare and suc-
cess—the credit and popularity of the community. His situation, as the
chief pillar of the Lodge, is most important ; and if he fail in the satisfac-
tory discharge of its duties, he inflicts a fatal blow, not only on the Lodge,
which will be the first victim of an ill placed confidence, but on the Order
of Freemasonry itself, which will suffer in public estimation, should its
principal officer prove incompetent to the high office he has undertaken ;
should fail through inattention, neglect, or incapacity, to improve the
Brethren in wisdom and knowledge ; or to vindicate and defend the
purity of the Order against the attacks and surmises of those who ridicule
or condemn it, simply because they do not understand its object, and are
incapable of comprehending its beauty and utility.

There is one point in the management of a Lodge which requires not
only great tact, but true firmness of mind in the Worshipful Master and
his officers. 1 mean in those unhappy cases where disputes and divisions
prevail amongst the Brethren. On such occasions, a regard for the purity
of Freemasonry, and its reputation in the Lodge over which he presides,
makes it necessary that the Worshipful Master should act promptly and
decisively ; nor must he, under any circumstances, shrink from the per-
formance of a positive duty ; for the surest method of obtaining at once
the approbation of the Brethren and of his own conscience, is to discharge
his duty punctually, faithfully, and impartially.

Freemasonry is a system of peace, order and harmony. The elements
of dispute and division are not found in any of its institutes. The Breth-

. *Constitutions of Grand Lodge of England, page 89,
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ren meet on the level and part on the square. The utmost extent of fra-
ternal affection which can subsist between man and man, is supposed to
be displayed amongst the Brethren of a Masonic Lodge. It is enjoined
equally in the ancient Charges, the Constitations, and the lectures ; and
the world at large, amidst all their cavils and objections on other points,
are inclined to give us credit for our Brotherly love.

From these considerations, the Master will use his influence and autho-
rity to convince.his Masonic companions of the necessity—so far as
regards the interests of the Craft in general—so far as regards the welfare
of the Lodges—so far s regards their own peace or the happiness of their
Brethren—of preserving the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. In
all cases it is more honorable to unite in the principle of tonceding points
of minor importance, than to foment disputes that may involve conse-
quences which it is impossible to foresee, and frequently impracticable to
remedy. On all occasions he ought to possess sufficient knowledge of
human natdre, to prevail on the Brethren to be unanimous in their conclu-
sions, however their opinions may vary in detail ; for it is the safest,
wisest, and best policy to submit cheerfully and implicitly to the decision
of a majority, in the assured belief that such a decision has the greatest
chance to be correct.

‘A portion of responsibility, although in an inferior degree, is mcurred
by the representatives of Strength and Beauty. If they conscientiously
perform their allotted tasks, the Master will not only be assisted and en-
couraged, but in a manner compelled to execute his office, at least credi-
tably, if not beneficially. He will escape,censure, if he do not merit
praise. Prompted by the equal measures of the one,and the integrity of
the other, he may be induced to govern his Lodge on the principles of
morality and justice; even should higher incentives be absent from his
bosom—even though a love of the science should have waxed cold, and
he should have coveted this high office merely to enjoy its honors and
its power.

It is devoutly to be wished that improper motives might never induce
a Mason to aspire to an efficient situation in the Lodge. From such an
unnatural ambition evil is sure to proceed If unqualified, office is rather
a disgrace than an honor, because it is impossible, under such circum-
stances, to conceal ignorance, or to throw a veil over imperfection. And
an exhibition of incapacity in those who are expected to instruct the igtio-
rant, and lead the anxious inquirer to a knowledge of the truth, excites
no feeling but pity and contempt. While, on the other hand, when the
Master’s chair is filled with ability and talent, respect and approbation
are ensured ; the words of sound doctrine fall, like the dew of heaven, -
from the lips of such an instructor, and are eagerly imbibed by the grati-
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fied hearers; improvement in Masonic knowledge rapidly augments; the
pupils emulate the Mnaster’s accomplishments, and the triumph of virtue
and science becomes visible to the world, although mankind are ignorant
how the noble attainment has been acquired. 8o truly is it said, that
“ the light shineth in darkness, but the darkness comprehendeth it not.”

)

FREEMASONRY AMONG THE AMERICAN
ABORIGINES,
[Written for the Freemasons’ Magazine, by G. F. Yates.]

Many writers or the origin of the North American Indigenes, have labored to
prove the descent of all of them from the same stock. It is not my-iatention to
eunter into any discussion of a subject which has been the burthen of so many
disquisitions for the last two centuries. It would not only be inconsistent with
my design, but would also be entirely out of place here. I may be permitted,
however, to state the conclusion to which my disquisitions, should I enter into
them, would lead me; and I confidently appeal to those who have examined the
subject with any degree of care, whether my conclusion is not the correct one.
I maintain, that different sections of this northern continent have been settled at
different periods, by people from different parts of the old world, and that the
predominating stock is Tartaric.

It is a fact, to prove which abundant authorities could be adduced, that some
of these aborigines had fair complexions, blue eyes, and light or reddish hair,
thus evidencing an intermixture of Teutonic or Celtic blood. And to render this
fact more indubitable, for as Horne Tooke says, “langunges do not lie,” a con-
siderable portion of the language spoken by these “white Indians,” as they are
termed, was made up of words, that can clearly be traced to a Welsh original.
All this can be accounted for,satisfactorily, on the supposition (which is incontro-
vertible) of the intermarriage of Welshmen with some of the Aborigines, and
the use and incorporation of many words of their native tongue into the language
. of the tribe with which they amalgamated. The civilized race that erected

those works of art, the remains of which now so puzzle the antiquary, could not
have been Welshmen. The progenitors of this race ‘must have emigrated to
this country many centuries before the Welsh became ‘s nation. The alleged
time of Madoc’s arrival here, was only 322 years before Columbus discovered
this country. Madoc and his Cambrian followers, even if it were clearly proved
that this country was their place of settlement, could not therefore have been
the builders of the works referred to.

In 1675, a small Indian tribe.called the Doegs, lived on the banks of the Poto-
mac, near Cape Hatteras. They understood persons who conversed in the Welsh
language, and many of their words were Welsh, modified probably by the abo-

_riginal dialéct of the tribe with which they had amalgamated. [See William-
son’s North Carolina.] Griffeth, a Welshman, was taken prisoner by the Shaw-
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nees, and was conducted by a party of that tribe ta their village, near the source
of the Missouri. These Indians too, spoke a language which appeared like a
dialect of the Welsh, and were of a fairer complexion than the surrounding
tribes. They wore beards, and many of them had red hair. [Barton’s Phil., Med.
and Phys. Journal, 1805.] Charlevoix found.a white race of Indians near the
head waters of the Missouri, but made no philological investigations respecting
them. Catlin describes the now extinct tribe of the Mandans as a similar race
of Aborigines, many of them having blue eyes, fair complexions and light hair.
Sir John Caldwell says that the Pawnees are Welsh Indians ; and this is the
same people that one of the Cherokee Sachems, who was in London in 1792,
declared, were of Welsh origin. It would be easy to multiply authorities to the
same purport.*

Francis Lewis, the father of the late General Morgan Lewis, who was, up to
the time of his decease, Grand Master of the Grand (Symbolic) Lodge of the
State of New York, was taken captive during what was termed “the French
war,” and, as was the custom on such occasions, he with 80 other captives, was
given to the Indians that accompanied the French party, as their share of the
prisoners. Mr. Lewis, being a native of Wales, and well versed in the Welsh
language, was astonished at hearing the Indian to whose particular care he had
been assigned, called by a tame which reminded him of two Welsh words signi-
fying “large head.” It so happened that this Indian had an uncommonly large
heid. On inquiring of an interpreter who.was one of the party, the meaning of
the name, he learnt that its literal signification was large head. This discovery
induced him to make some further philological researches in the language spo-
ken by these Indians, and during the short period of his captivity, he discovered
many other words which bore so strong an analogy to Welsh words of the same
meaning, that the conclusion that they were derived from the Welsh, was irresist-
ible. Mr. Lewis’s associate prisoners were put to death, but Mr. Lewis’s own
life was saved by the large headed Indian aforesaid, who had become his frieud
and patron, and conducted him in safety to Montreal, whence on an exchange of
prisoners he reached his home in safety.t

The Rev. Morgan Jones, chap]am in a military expedition to Port Royal,
South Carolina, was with others ‘of his party, taken prisoner by the Tuscarora
Indians in the year 1660. He was condemned to death. While preparations
were making for his execution, he made signs of distress, and certain exclamations
in his native tongue, the Welsh. These were noticed and instantly responded to,
by a sachem of the Doeg tribe who was present. This sachem warmly inter-
ceded with the Tuscaroras in behalf of Mr. Jones, and saved his life. He after-
wards visited the Doeg tribe and preached to them in the Welsh tongue, so as to
be understood. [See Owen’s British remains, &c ]

Major Stoddard, in his history of Louisiana, says that travellers describe cer-

*See discovery and settlement of Kentucky, hy James Imlay, London, 1793—Archel.
Amer. Dr. John William’s Inquiry, &c., Lendon 1791, &e.
+This anecdote has Leen substantially given by others, and I have seen it in print. I ob-

tained it as ahove related from Gov. Lewis hlmself several ycus previous to his death.
er.v.
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tain secret societies among the American Indians which are like our own Free-
mason’s Lodges. Their regulations are similar. No member can be admitted
without the unanimous vote of the whole society, to be determined by ballot.
They bave different Degrees, like our Fraternity, ceremonies of initiation, and
different modes of passing from one Degree to another.

I am not able, from the source of information now before me, to give a more
circumstantial account than I have above, of these secret associations. The ac-
counts we have, speak of them only in connection with the “ Welsh Indians,”
and have been furnished by writers not of the mystic Craft, who introduced the
facts in relation to them for the single purpose of showing that the ancestry of
these Indians must have emigrated from Wales. Of this there can be no rea-
.. sonable doubt. This emigration must have taken place several centuries before
the era of Columbus, and the knowledge of Freemasonry, which these emigrants
possessed, must have been derived from the descendants of the Druids,* of whom
there were more in Wales than in any other country in Europe. These learned
and pious men, were, it is well known, exterminated by the sword, A. D. 1282,in
the reign of Edward I, to whom they had rendered themselves obnoxious, by
their liberal sentiments, and exertions in the cause of liberty. That English
Masoory is of Druidical origin, is susceptible of proof, and is a subject that has
employed the talents of several distinguished writers without, as well as within
the pale of the Masonic Fraternity.

But these mystic associations existed not only among the Welsh Indians, o call-
ed ; they were known also among other Indian_tribes, which could not by possi-
bility have had a Welsh origin. I allude ‘to the tribes constituting the Iroquois
confederacy, who were the sovereigns of the State of New York, when Hudson
first discovered the river which bears his name. De Wit Clinton, late Governor
of the State of New York, relates on the authority of a respectable native minis-
ter of the Gospel, that a Freemason’s society existed among the Iroquois. This
minister received the signe of the mystery from a Menomenie chief. The Meno-
menies must therefore be in possession of the mystery also. Among the Iroquois
it was any thing but common. Only three times five could be members of it, at
any one time, viz: six of the Seneca tribe (that being the most ancient,) five of
the Oneida, two Cayugas, and two St. Regis. This was making their associa-
tion extremely select, and strangely contrasts with the practices of Masons of
modern days, who regard less in their selections of numbers, and moral worth,
than did these sons of the forest. They claim that their society has existed from
the foundation of the world! The period of their meetings they keep profoundly
secret. “They assemble once in three years as deputies, under pretence of
other business.” - ‘ .

The Menomenies and Iroquois may have learned their mysteries from the
Welsh Indians ; or on the supposition that they did not, their knowledge of the
mysteries might be traced to a more ancient source, even the same from which
the Druid’s themselves derived them. For the want of authentic materials, docu-

*The Druids in the Isle of Anglesia were destroyed with great cruelty while defending
their country’s rights, by Suetorius Faulinus, the Roman goyernor, A. D. 60.
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mentary and even traditionary, we could at best present only plausible conjec-
tures ; and to show how we arrive at these conjectures, would involve a tedious-
ness of detail more suitable for aset volume than a short essay for a periodical.
Masons conversant with the ancient history of our Order, will be enabled readily
to connect the historical fragments we subjoin, and will eee their bearmg on
the question under discussion.

According to Diodorus Siculus, the Phenicians having passed the pillars of
Hercules (straights of Gibraltar) were impelled, by violent winds, far westward,
and were driven on a large island in the Atlantic ocean, on which were navigable
rivers, a fruitful soil, &c. In “Georgi Horni de originibus Americanis. Hague,
1652,” it is confidently asserted on the authority of Josephus, that there was a
second immigration of the Pheenicians to this country in a Tyrian fleet in the
reign of king Solomon ; that the Ophir to which place Solomon sent for gold, was
Haiti of Hispaniola. The Bodleian MSS. asserts that the Pheenicians planted
Masonry in Egypt, Syria, and other conntries. '

I incline to the opinion that the alleged ancient settlements made on our
coasts by the Pheenicians, or Atlantides, are alone available to prove the source
of mystic associations among the aboriginal Mexicans and South Americans,
The Iroquois and other cognate tribes in North America bear not the least affin-
ity to these southern aborigines, in their traditions, manners and customs, form of
government, and especially in their language ; which last is now admitted to be
the best and only certain test of the origin of nations. Philological investiga-
tions recently made have been adduced to show that the language of the Iroquois,
ideologically and etymologically, has the same original as the ancient Greek. If
this hypothesis is well founded, we must look elsewhere than to the Pheenicians
for the first institution of the ancient mysteries among the Iroquois. On the
strength of this hypothesis it is asserted, that the ancient Ionians and Iroquois,
or Aganusioni, as they called themselves, proceeded from the same branch of the:
human family, shortly after the era of Babel’s tower, and that the Iroquois came
over to this country by progressive migrations and by the way of Bhering’s
straits. This accords precisely with their traditions, which have been authenti-
cated in the most satisfactory manuner. The researches of Champollion and
Rossalini, have proved that Egypt is the most ancient nation on the face of the
globe ; that its inhabitants attained a high degree of civilization, and of know~
ledge in the arts and sciences before any other, after the deluge. The Egyp-
tians cultivated their mysteries, it has also been clearly proved, as far back as the
days of Mizraim, who was esteemed as the founder of them.  The Hebrews
through Moses derived all their worldly knowledge from the Egyptians. From
them the Greeks and other nations derived all their civilization. And is it un-
reasonable to suppose, that the ancient Iroquois as well as the Ionians learned
all they knew of the ancient mysteries from the descendants of Mizraim ?

The MSS. above quoted, speaks of the ¢ universal Janguage of Masons,” which,
says the learned Locke, “is & thing rather to be wished than hoped for.” There
are many things formerly possessed by members of the mystic Fraternity,which are
now almost entirely lost to them, or of which they possess only the remains. Itcer-
tainly is so, in reference to this universal language. We shall conclude the
present article with a brie:‘) notice of this langusge among the aborigines of

1
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North America. The particular tribe of the aborigines who cultivate it, are
called Camanches. They have a language which they use only among them-
selves, besides a language of signs, which other nations understand. A particu-
lar account of this language of signs, can be gathered from the communications
of Lewis and Clark, to Congress, in 1806,and Long’s expedition up the Missouri.

HISTORY OF INITIATION.

COMPRISING A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE RITES AND CEREMONIES, DOCTRINES
AND DISCIPLINE, OF ALL THE

SECRET AND MYSTERIOUS INSTITUTIONS
' oF
THE ANCI'E‘NT WORLD.
. NUMBER III.
CEREMONY OF INITIATION AMONGST THE BRAHMINS.

Tux periods of initiation were regulated by the increase and decrease of the
moon ; and the mysteries were divided into Four Steps or Degrees called Char
Asherum, which were equally the dispensers of virtue in a greater or less de-
gree.* The candidate might perform his first probation at the early age of eight
years. It consists of an investiture with the Zennar, or sacred cord of three
threads, which was explained to refer to the thrée elements, earth, fire, and air ;
for water, according the Brahmins, is only air in a condensed form. This inves-
titure was attended with numerous ceremonies; with sacrifices to the Solar fire,
to the planets, and to the household gods; with aqueous ablutions, and purifica-
tions with the dung and urine of the cow;} and ended with an extended lecture
from his preceptor, usually too abstruse for his juvenile comprehension; the
principal subject of which was the unity of the godhead; the management of the
consecrated fire, and the holy rites of morning, noon, and evening. He was
then clothed in a linen garment without seam; a cord was put over his right ear
as a medium of purification, and he was placed under the exclusive care of a
Brahmin, who was thence termed his spiritual gnide, to be instructed in the ne-
cessary qualifications for the Second Degree. He was inured to hardships, and
suffered the infliction of rigid penances} until he attained the age of twenty”
years; he was restricted from all indulgences whether carnal or intellectual, and
- passed the whole of his time in prayer and ablution. He was taught to preserve

#4 Let even the wretched man,” says the Hitopadesa, * practise virtue, whenever he
enjoys one of the three or four religious Degrees ; let him be even-minded with all created
things, and that disposition will be the source of virtue.” (Hitop. b. iv.)

T They use cowdung in purification, because it is the medium by which the barren soil
is rendered prolific ; and therefore reminds them of the famous Indian doctrine of corrup-
tion and reproductio.n” (Maur. Ind. Ant. vol..v. p. 935.)

% These penances were indeed rigid, if Mr. Maurice be correct in his information, for he

says, (Ind. Aat. vol. iv. p. 874, in note,) that the candidates were plunged in alternate baths
of fire and water ! o
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the purity of his body, which was figuratively termed the city with nine gates in

which the soul is imprisoned, by avoiding external defilements; to eat becoming-

ly, and was" instructed assiduously in all those minuter ceremonies which were

m.iapted to every act of his future life, and by the use of which he was to be-
distinguished from his fellow men. Much of his time was devoted to the study

of the sacred books; for a competent knowledge of the institution, ceremounies,

and traditions of religion were an essential qualification for another Degree.

. When he had attained the specified age, if he were found, on due examination,
perfectly master of all the mythological lore of the First Degree, he was admitted
to enter on the probationary ceremonies for the Second, which was called Ge-
rishth. Here his austerities wese doubled ; he was obliged to support life by
soliciting charity ; his days were passed in prayer, ablutions and sacrifice, and

_his nights in the study of Astronomy; arid when exhausted nature sternly de-
manded repose, he stretched his body under the first tree, snatchéd a short sleepy
and rose speedily to contemplate the monsters of the skies,§ personified in his
imagination by the appearance and situation of the Fixed Stars. “In the hot .
season he sat exposed to five fires, four blazing around him, with the Sun above ;
in the rains he stood uncovered, withont even a mantle, where the clouds poured
the heaviest showers ; in the cold season he wore wet clothing, and went on in-
creasing by degrees the austerity of his devotion.” His probation being at
length completed, he was admitted by initiation to participate in the high and
supernal privileges which the Mysteries were believed to confer.

He was sanctified by the sign of a Cross,]| which was marked on every part of
his body, and subjected to the probation of Pastos,which was denominated the door
of Patala, or hell. His purification being completed, he was led at the dead of
night to the gloomy cave of mystery, which had been duly prepared for his recep-

tion. -

The interior of this holy cavern blazed with a light equal to that of the meri-
dian Sun, proceeding from myriads of brilliant lamps. There ‘sat in rich and
costly robes the three chief hierophants, East, West, and South, to represent the
great Indian triad Brahma—Vishnu—8iva. The attendant Mystagogues, clad
in sacred vestments, having their heads covered each with a pyramidal cap, em-
blematical of the spiral flame, or the solar ray, were seated respectfully around.
Thus disposed in solemn guise, the well known signal from the sacred Bell, sum-
moned the aspirant into the centre of this august assembly ; and the initiation

§The singular arrangement of the Fixed Stars into Constellations by the ancient Indians,
was of a uature calculated to encourage the indulgence of this feeling.

I The Christian reader may start when he beholds the sacred emblem of his faith used as
a symbol of heathen devotion ; but it is even so. The holy Cross pointed to the four ghar-
ters of the compass; and wus honored as a striking emblem of the.universe hy many ancient
pations. It is fonnd cograven én their monuments ; and even the erection of many of their
temples was conducted on the same cruciform principle. The two great pagodas of Benares
and Mathura are erected in the form of vast crosses of which each wing is equal in extent,
(Maur. Ind. Aut. vol. iii. p. 360,377,) as is also the pyramidal temple of New Grange in
Ireland. (Ledwich. Ant. Irel. p. 316,) and many others. A specimen of the Crux Anssta
may be seen in Pococke’s elaborate description of the East. Plate 69. fig. 9.
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commenced with an anthem to the great god of nature, whether as the Creator,

. Preserver, or Destroyer. The sacred business was then solemnly opened with
the following apostrophe to the Sun: “ O mighty being, greater than Brahma, we
bow down before thee as the prime Creator ! Eternal god of gods! The world's
mansion! Thou art the incorruptible being, distinct from all things transient !
Thou art before ell gods, the ancient Pooroosh,* and the supreme supporter of
the universe! Thou art the supreme mansion! Aud by thee, O infinite form, '.he
universe was spread abroad.”

‘The aspirant, already weakened by abstinence and mortification, was overawed
by the display now exhibited before him ; but resuming his. courage during this

"apostrophe, he prepared himself for the active. business of initiation, in some
doubt as to what results this unexpected scene would lead. His reflections were
interrupted by a voice which called on him to make a formal declaration, that he
will be tractable and obedient to his superiors ; that he will keep his body pure,
have a tongue of .good report, observe a passive obedience in receiving the doc-
trines and traditions of the Order, and the firmest secrecy in maintaining inviola-
ble its hidden and abstruse mysteries. This declaration baving been assented
to, he was sprinkled with water; a mantra or incantation was pronounced over
him, or more frequently whispered in his right ear;t he was divested of his
shoes, that the consecrated ground on which he stood might not be polluted, and
was made to circumambulate the spacious eavern three times, in reference to the
Trimurti, whose representatives were stationed triangularly in the east, west,
and south points of the circumference of the mystical circle. While performing
this ceremony he was taught to exclaim, on his arrival each time in the south, “I
copy the example of the Sun, and follow his' benevolent course.” This being
completed, he was again placed in the centre and solemnly enjoined to the prac-
tice of religious austerities, as the efficient means of preparing his soul for ulti-
mate absorption ; and was told that the merit of such works will emit a splendor
which renders man not only superior to the g‘ods but makes those immortal
beings subservient to his wishes.

After this admonition the aspirant was placed under the care of his georoo or
spiritual guide, and directed to observe a profound silence during the whole of
the succeeding ceremonies, under the denunciation of summary punishment from
the presiding Brahma, who, he was told, possessed unlimited power, even to
strike him dead on the spot.with a malediction should he presume to violate the
injunction now imposed upon him. Thus instructed, the subdued candidate en-
deavored to preserve the utmost equanimity of temper during the process of ini-
tiation ; fearing, lest by any involuntary expression which might imply cowardice
or disapprobation, he should elicit the dreaded resentment of this potent avenger;
for the gooroo was usually possessed of much discrimination, and was always
prepared to punish the indiscrete disciple who should fail in any point either of
deference or respect; or betray any symptoms of dread or irtesolution.

*Poorevsh literally means no more than man: but in the Gaeta it is a term in theology
used ta express the vital soul, or portion of the universal spirit of Brahma, inhabiting a body.
(Vid. Wilkins. Notes on the Geeta. p. 142.) .

1The mantra is merely an invocation of th’g deity.
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The bewailings of the loss of Sita then began. The aspirant was passed
through seven ranges of dark and gloomy caverns, amidst the din of howling,
shrieks, and dismal lamentations, to represent the bewailings of Mahadeva, who
is fabled to have circumambulated the world seven times, with the remains of bis
murdered consort on his shoulders. Amidst all this confusion a sudden explo-
sion was heard which seemed to rend the mountains whose-gloomy recesses they
were naw exploring, 4nd this was instantaseously followed by a dead silence.
Flashes of brilliant light streamed before their eyes, Which were succeeded by
the blackest darkness. To- his utter astonishment the candidate now beheld
shadows and phantoms of various and compound shapes, surrounded with rays of
light, flitting across the gloom.* BSome with many hands, arms, and legs; others
without any of those appendages ;—here a shapeless trunk, there a human body
with the head of a bird, beast, or fish ; now a human trunk with bestial extremi-
ties, succeeded by the body of an animal with the head of a man. Some with
“ fiery eyes, yellow bodies, red faces, long ears, armed with tridents and axes in
their right hands, and holding human sculls and vases in their left. Others hav-
ing three eyes and strings of human sculls suspended round their necks, with
long, straggling, frightful teeth.,” Amongst these he saw one terrible figure who
had “a gorgeous appearance, with a thousand heads, and on each of them a
crown set with resplendent gems, one of which was larger and brighter than the
rest; his -eyes gleamed like flaming torches, but his neck, his tongues, and bis
body were black; the skirts of his habiliments were yellow, and a eparkling
jewel hung in every one of his ears; his arms were extended and adorned with

- rich bracelets, and his hands bore the holy shell, the radiated weapon, the mace
of war, and the lotos.” This was no other than Mahadeva himself in his ¢harac-
ter of the Destroyer. These appearances were explained as the first generation of
the gods! for the body of Sita, while carried by the sorrowing Mahadeva, burst-
ing, the gods contained in her capacious womb were scattered over the face of
the earth; and the places where each of them fell were accounted sacred.

Having reached the extremity of the seven mystic caverns,t a cheerful peal of*
bells was heard to ring ;1 which he was instructed to believe would expell the
evil demons from these dark caves, who might be inclined to disturb, by an unpropi-
tious intrusion, the sacred ceremonies in which they were engaged. Before the
candidate was enlightened dnd introduced into the presence of the holy Altar, he
was told that “whatever is performed without faith, whether it be sacrifices, decds-of
charity, or mortifications of the flesh, is not for this world or that which is above ;”
and was strietly admonished against the commission of five crimes, which were
prohibited under heavy penalties in this life, and punished with eternal ven-
geance in the next. And these particulars form a part of the Oath under which
he was solemnly bound.” He swears, in addition to the usual points relating to

*Vid. the wisdom of Solomen, (c. xviii.) in the Apocrypha of our Bible, where this part of
the ceremony of initiation is minutely described.

1These seven caverns bore an allusion to the metempsychosis, as well as to the seven
places of reward and punishment which different nations have received into their creeds.

$From time immemorial, bells were employed iu religious rites all over the eastern world.
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secrecy, that he will not assassinate a Brahmin, or rob him of gold or other pro-
perty, but rather relieve him; that he will not be addicted to intemperance in
eating or drinking ; and that he will not associate with any person who has pol-
lated himself by the commission of these crimes ; and seals his Oath by a sacred -
ablutien,
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