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MASONRY—ITS BENEFITS.

The most exalted theme that can engage our attention, is the con-

dition of human nature.
“The noblest study of mankind is man”—

a study that has taxed the intelleots of philosophers for thousands of
years, and yet presents a vast field for research, which is unexplored.
It is a lamentable fact, the causes of which we need not discuss, that
in every country and every state of society throughout the world, an
immense amount of crime and misery exista. The seeds of sin are
daily sown and are constantly springing up and bringing forth fruits
of sorrow and anguish. Man wars against his brother-man, and the
individual is too often guided by his own selfish interests, however
great may be the injustice done to others. Such is the condition of
human nature after centuries of progress and improvement.

It is now established by experience beyond dispute, that mankind
cannot advance in oivilization, in intelligence and goodness to any

considerable degree without the aid of some kind of government.
1—vor. m. No. I
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Hence, for the accomplishment of almost all purposes, men in civilized'
countries combine and form societies, In our own land, they are
numerous. They concentrate action and cause the views of the ma-
jority to control and regulate the conduct of individuals who might
otherwise exert little influence for good. Governments and societies-
are necessary helps to improve man; they are necessary helps to
make him more intelligent and morally better. As their true object
is to combine his efforts for the promotion of worthy aims, and to pre-
vent his interests clashing with those of his neighbor, there has arisen
the maxim, “that government is best which governs least”—which
restrains the individual as far only as is necessary for the public good.
‘We need not say that this is generally advocated by the citizens of
our Republic.

Of all human establishments intended to promote the welfare and
happiness of our race, the institution of Masonry stands pre-eminent.
Considering the end for which it is designed, it is more faultless than
any other organization. One great evidence of this is its existence
to-day, after having been subjected to every vicissitude which time
and opposition could create. Age is cited to prove the purity of
political governments and ecclesiastical societies ; with what propriety
and force, then, may it be adduced in favor of our Order! Indivi-
duals differ as to its origin; while some gaze through the long vista
of ages and trace its history beyond the temple of Solomon, each
one can behold it extending back for centuries till it gradually dis-
appears, a8 it were, in the mist of time. It is generally admitted that
Masonry has come down to us from remote ages, having withstood
every opposition and persecution from that of popes and princes to
that of an indignant people in this land of liberty—having “ survived
the lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance and the devastations
of war.” More conclusive evidence could not be adduced to refute
the arguments of our opponcnts. But we have not said all—our In-
stitution does not found her claims on a negative character. Masonry
has not merely out-lived the most powerful dynasties and the most
distingnished nations of the earth; she has not merely survived the
most stupendous works of art, reared by the utmost exertions of human
genius and intended to endure for ages yet to come; she has done
far more;—she has left her foot prints bright and enduring on many
ages; she has left behind her a glorious history, whose every page is
emblazoned with deeds of charity and brotherly love; she has followed
in the bloody path of unrelenting war, and like a good angel adminis-
tered comfort and oonsolation to the widow and orphan; she has
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«dwelt alike in the palaces of royalty and the huts of poverty, alleviat.
ing the distresses of their inmates and teaching them principles of
the purest morality; she has gone beyond the sphere of refinement
and plenty, and, like the pioneer with the bible in one hand and the
olive branch in the other, she has been the first to plant her foot
among the rude and barbarous, irradiating the darkness of ignorance
and bigotry, and scattering in her path—as it were brilliant and
priceless gems—the thousand virtues which ennoble and purify man.
Such is the chsracter of our time-honored sociesy in the fifty-seventh
year of the nineteenth century. In comparison with it, all other in-
stitutions are short-lived and fleeting; it alone stands & relio of the
post, possessing the vigor and freshness of youth and adapted toall times
and every people. Its good work is not finished, and will not be till
the predioted millennium shall arrive, or time shall be no more. As
long as the buman race exists and is subjeot to the influences of its
present impulses and passions, so long will Masonry continue to shed
her rays of peace and comfort among markind.

Leaving the individual, as a general rule, free to adopt such politi-
cal, theological or social views as he may deem best, Masonry im-
presses upon his mind those great traths which find a ready response
in the hearts of all good persons. Bringing together under such
influences “men of every country, sect and opinion,” it causes
them to mingle as brothers. What other institation presents such a
spectacle er such results? Not one. It cannot fail to be obvious to
the most carsory observer, whose mind is free from bias, that Mason-
ry has done, and is doing, much to preserve peace among nations, to
subdue passions, and insure tranquility among men of the same country
and community: Such an influence, she exerts without interfering
with the duty which any member owes to his God, his country, his
neighbor, his family or himself. In this respect, then, we claim that
she has conferred priceless blessings on our race, which should entitle
her to everlasting praise.

We have not space, nor is it necessary, to dwell upon the silent
and unseen influences which our Institution constantly exercises for
the benefit of mankind. On those who enter her portals, she throws
a brilliant and life-giving light. On their minds, she forcibly im-
presses the great moral truths which seldom fail to guide their steps.
It is folly to claim that the mere fact of passing through the forms
and ceremonies of our Order, makes a man morally a Mason. This we
do not claim; we do however believe and assert. that but few who be-
long to the Institution and visit Lodge meetings, are not thereby made
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better than they otherwise would be. As individuals differ in worth
among the profane, so do they among the initiated. The Institution
numbers among its members some who are far from being its orna-
ments. By such, it is wrong to judge Masonry. They may be im-
proved, and generally are, by their connection with the Order. Do
you condemn a religious sect or a church, merely because some of its
members are not, in your estimation, worthy persons, and do not live
up to the principles which they profess? The truth is,“ human nature is
nature;” it can be improved, but seldom, if ever, perfected. The in-
culeation of the principles of our Institution, which Washington de-
clared to be “founded in the immutable laws of truth and justice,”
tends to guide the best men into paths of righteousness and peace,
and to correct the errors and foibles of those who are prome to go
astray. As a moral teacher and a school of science, Freemasonry
deserves the gratitude and reverence of its devotees.

Of the social benefits conferred by our society, its influence in
allaying discord, in stifling and eradicating bad passions, in causing
men to meet on a common platform in the bonds of friendship and
brotherly love—none but its members can have more than a faint
idea. Its power in this respect bas always been underrated by the
uninitiated. The Institution levels all distinctions between man and
man.  “Freemasonry,” says another, “ regards no man for his worldly
wealth or riches. It is, therefore, the #nternal, and not the external,
qualifications which we cherish and admire. The hand that grasps a
spade, and the hand that wields a sceptre, are equally entitled to our
friendly grip. No matter whether an African or an Indian sun may
have burned upon him ; no matter in what disastrous battle his liber-
ties may have been cloven down; no matter if, like Lagarus, he has
lain at the rich man’s gate and the dogs have licked his sores—the
moment he enters a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, the dis-
tinctions of wealth, of rank, of power flee before him, and he finds
himself among friends and Brothers, ready to assist, defend and pro-
tect him.”

Do you ask for instances of the practical benefits of Masonry?
Turn over the records of the past—trace the history of nations,to its
origin; do you find thrilling accounts of virtuous actions, of heroio
deeds that make you prouder of your manhood? There you find the
evidences which you seek.

It is by an universal language spoken and understood by Brethren
of every dialect, that Masonry often confers lasting benefita. An
{llustration of this fact may be found in the following account given
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by Iamblicus, of the means of communication practised among the
disciples of Pythagoras:

One of the Fraternity, travelling on foot, lost his way in a desert,
and arriving, exhausted with fatigue, at an inn, he fell seriously in-
disposed. %Vhen at the point of death, unable to recompense the
care and kindness with which he had been treated, he traced some
symbolical marks, with a trembling hand, on & tablet, which he di-
rected to be exposed to view on the public road. A long time after,
chance brought to these remote places, a disciple of Pythagoras, who,
informed by the enigmatical characters he saw before him, of the
misfortunes of the first traveller, stopped—paid the innkeeper the
expenses he had been at, with interest, and then continued his journey.

‘We need not seek far in modern times for illustrious examples of
fidelity to Masonio obligations, which has “ converted the up-lifted
tomahawk’s sanguinary blow into a fraternal embrace,” which has
“ unnerved the warrior's arm on the shores of our inland seas,” and
cansed the bloody and hardened pirate to pause in his work of human
butchery, and spare the life of his fellow-man. Tecumseh, in the
midst of the horrors of the bloody battle, when his wild and untame-
able nature is excited apparently beyond control, reads the mystio
language, and at the risk of personal injury, stays the blow direoted
at a fallen enemy whom he recognizes as a Brother. The savage
Brandt, amid his wild and ferocious tribe, with the fierceness and
deep-seated hate peculiar to the Indian character,heaps upon the
pile, the fagots which are to consign to an ignominious death the
brave and noble-hearted McKinstry who fought the battles of our
country’s revolution. There stands the victim—a man of athletie
frame—bound hand and foot—helpless as a childi—amid the yells of
the infuriated savages. The pile is comp'eted—the torch is to be
applied—one instant more, and no power can save. As the last—the
only—hope, the mystic appeal is given. What magic does it possess ?
The warrior Brandt is converted into an angel of peace, and, at the
risk of his own life, he rescues his Brother. More striking and im-
pressive is the preservation of Capt. Harris when captured by the
pirates. From an American port, puts forth a neat and comely brig
for foreign lands. Favorable breezes waft her over the ocean, and
she nears her destined haven. Who can foresee when the pleasures
of hope are to be blighted ? At nightfall, the blithsome orew behold
in the distance the dread harbinger of ill—a low, black hulk. Ef-
forts are made to escape, but they are made in vain—the brig and
her hardy seamen are the prize of the pirate Gibbs and his hardened
and demoralized band. To prevent the communication of any intel-
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ligence, the desperadoes at once decide that their innocent prison-
ers shall die. “ Dcad men tell no tales.” There is no delay—the
horrid work of death commences. Calmly and coolly Capt. Harris
sees his faithful men led forth—one after another—and foully mur-
dered in cold blood, till his heart sickens. Recollections of home
—of a loving and beloved wife—of precious children—crowd upon
him, and an unutterable anguish fills his soul. Is there no means of
escape—no hope 7 Alas! none. His turn has come—he obeys the
awful mandate and steps forward amid the blood and gore of his
murdered companions, with a feeling of despair. One moment
more, and the instrument of death will do its work. In that trying
instant, the thought of the mystic appeal comes over his mind like
a ray of hope—'tis given—and not in vain. The hard-hearted,
soul-calloused Gibbs reads the language—he pauses—his manhood
returns—the work of death is stayed—and his Brother is soon set at
liberty, and on his way to his family to live many years in peace and
happiness. It is but a few months since he died within the limits of
Michigan, where he had resided since eightcen hundred thirty.

Such are but a few of the instances which can be cited, illustrating
the practical usefulness of Masonry. Cases less striking occur al-
most every day. Are life and liberty valuable to you? None can
tell how often, and under what circumstances, you may be able to
preserve them by the aid of our ancient art.

To those within its pale, the beunefits conferred by our ancient and
time-honored Iustitution are appurent. Their record, stretching back
to remote times, adorns the pages of history, and, with a knowledge
of our principles, should be sufficient to convince the most skeptical
of the value and usefulness of Masonry. To-day, our Order, which
has been the means of alleviating the distresses of mankind and
promoting their happiness from time immemorial, flourishes beneath
the smiles of popular favor. Brethren, what a sacred trust have you
to guard! Are you faithful to that trust? Do you regard it as a
priceless legacy, and are your best endeavors made to transmit it un-
impared to those who shall come after you? If her members are
true to their professions and obligation, Masonry can suffer no ma-
terial check; her course, a8 in the past, will in the fature, be on-
ward and upward, till all disinterested lovers of religion and virtue
shall look upon her and bless her—aye, shall salute her in the words

of the poet:
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Hail to the Craft, at whose severe comwand,
The gentle arts in glad obedience atand ;

Hail sacred Masonry ! of source divine,
Unerring sovereign of the unerring line ;
‘Whose plumb of truth, with never-failing sway,
Makes 510 jeined hearts of a(mmetry obey ;
‘Whose mayic stroke bids fell confusion cease,
And to the finished orders gives a place ;

‘Who calle vast structures from the womb of earth,
And gives imperial cities glorious birth.

To works of art, her merit not confined,

She regulates the morals, squares the mind ;
Corrects with care the sallies of the soul,

And points the tide of passions where to roll.

MASONRY IN CALIFORNIA.

A oorrespondent thus writes of the condition of the Masonic Order
in the State of California to the Mirror & Keystone :

AvunurN, May 18th, 1856.

My Dear Brother :—The Grand Lodge of Qalifornia held its
sixth annual communication in the city of Sacramento. It commenced
its session on the 6th of May and adjourned on the 13th. Upward
of fifty subordinate Lodges were represented. The utmost harmony
and good feeling prevailed, although there were several subjects be-
fore the Grand Lodge calculated to create sectional feelings, among
which was the question of the permanent location of the Grand Lodge,
which was deciged in favor of Sacramento City. I am unable to give
you a synopsis of the proceedings. but will forward you printed copies
at the earliest moment. The address of the Grand Master and re-
port of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence being printed, I
forward copies of those by the present mail. The growth of Free-
masonry in this golden country is really astonishing, and the people
of the Atlantic States would bardly credit that the Institution is more
safely guarded here than it i in most other places, yet such is the fact.

The man who passes the outer gate of the Temple, must be of good
report, of unblemished character, and as the people never do anything
by halves, the character of applicants is fully sifted, and not until the
committee are fairly satisfied, will they feport. The Craft, too, are
generally well acquainted with Masonic history and jurisprudence, as
they are mostly well read Masons; indeed, in this particular they
would put to the blush many of the prominent members of the Fra-
ternity in the older States. The Masons in any of the small towns
where there is a Lodge, are better informed on Masonio subjects
than the great bodies of the Empire City or the city of Brotherly
Love. This is a country of enquiry, the mind is active, and it will
have food to satisfy its cravings.

I enclose you a list of the officers of the Grand Lodge who were
elected on the fourth day of the seasion.

Your devoted brother Moses HyxzMax,
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SORROW AND CONSOLATION.

[sxzorED.]
From the drear, the misty darknees,
L Of the nigltxlt; in which I atng,
istening to the pattering raindrops,
Making music through the land,—

Comes a voice, whose mystic meaning
Strikes my heart with awe and pain;

For I know the light that glimmers
On my path shall fade again.

Nature hath her songs of warning,
Which the saddened heart must hear;
Kindly singing of the shadow,
Ere the ow draweth near!

Wise are they who take the warning,
Nerving up their souls to bear

All the sorrow, all the anguish,
Stooping never to despair!

Faster, faster fall the raindrops;
Not a star is seen above;

And the imat night seems to shudder,
Like a heart.shut out from love!

See! the stifling mists are %ethering,
Ghostlier, ghastlier than before; ' ’
And the wind moans like a lazar,
Spurned and cursed from door to doorl

But I know the dreary darknees
Soon will bloasom into day;

Crowned shall be the msts with splendor;
Kissed the night's white tears away.

Then the da slm{ll.shnd in glory,
Smiling fryom the orient hﬁls;ry

On his face such radiant beauty
As a tranquil spirit fills.

Now I list in vain—the voice is
Dead, that smote my spirit so,

And the sunny tides of gladness
Flood me wath their golden flow!

I have read aright the shadow,
And the voice not heard in vain,

And I trust the light will glimmer
Somewhere on my path again!

Franklin was an observing and sensible man, and his eon-
clusions were seldom incorrect. He said: *“ A newspaper and a Bible
in every house, a good school in every district, all studied and appre-
ciated as they merit, are the ptincip:[y support of virtue, morality and
civil liberty.”
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THE GREAT MASONIC VIRTUE.

On the moral character of Masonry volumes might be written with-
out exhausting the subject. This aspect of our Institution is toe
often slighted, while its work and jurisprudence monopolise attention
and research. On the mind of every member who is at all fitted for
the position which he has gained, the principles and precepts of the
Order exert an influence potent for good. This pewer may not for
time be openly manifested, or 80 exerted as to be perceived by the
casual observer; but ‘evidences are manifested sooner or later that it
is alive and active.

The religious and moral principles inculcated by owr Institution
are pure and lofty; they are acknowledged by all good men, whose
minds are unbiassed, to be unexceptionable. Their inestimable value
the intelligent and thoughtful cannot fail to remark on his initiation.
Brotherly love, relief and truth; temperance, fortitade, prudence and
Jjustice; “to regard the whole human race as one family, who, as
oreated by one almighty parent, are to aid, support and protect each
other ;" “to relieve the distressed, to soothe the unhappy, to com-
passionate their miseries and restore peace to their troubled minds ;”
to restrain our passions and circumscribe our desires—are these com-
mendable virtues? They are what Masonry incalcates.

Is it right to do geod unto all; to assist the needy; to deal justly
with every man; to observe our duty to God in never mentioning
His name but with that reverential awe which is due from a creature
to his creator; to dry the tears of the widow and the orphans? They
. are what Masonry inculcates; and inculoating such virtues, it says
to the candidate on his initiation: “In the State you are to be s
quiet and peaoceable citizen, true to your government and just to your
country; you are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but
patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfalness to
the government of the country in which you live.”

The great virtue encouraged and enjoined by Masonry, although
often extolled in eloquent language, can never be mentioned without
interest and instruction. From the earliest ages it has been held in
high estimation. Even the ancients who did not enjoy the blessed
light that has beamed on us, revered charity above other virtues.
“They used to depict it,” says Hutchinson, “in the character of a
goddess, seated in an ivory chair, with a golden tire upen her head,
set with preeious stones. Her vesture, like the light of Heaven, re-
presented universal benevolence; her throne was wnpolluted amd un-

2—VOL. IL NO. 1.
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spotted by passions and prejudices; and the gems of her fillet repre-
sented the inestimable blessings which flowed variously from her '
bounty.” The ancients “also represented the charities, otherwise
called the graces, under three personages. One of these was pointed
with her back toward us and her face forward, as proceeding from us;
and the other two with their faces toward us, to denote that for one
benefit done, we should receive double thanks. They were painted
naked, to intimate that good offices should be done without dissem-
bling and hypocrising ; they were represented young, to signify that
the remembrance of benefits should never wax old; and also laugh-
ing, to tell us that we should do good to others with cheerfulnessand
alacrity; they were represented linked together, arm in arm, to in-
struct us that one kindness should prompt another, so that the knot
and band of love should be indissoluble. The poets tell us that they
used to wash themselves in the fountain Acidalius, because bencfits,
gifts and good turns ought to be sincere and pure, and not base and
counterfeit.”

This virtue, so highly esteemed by the ancients, superior knowledge
has taught us, is the chief characteristic of a good man and covereth
a multitude of sins. The bible inculeates it in the strongest terms
as essential to our well-being and happiness. Masonry teaches us to
exercise it in all our dealings with our fellows, in all our relations in
life; it teaches us to be charitable toward the destitute and suffering,
charitable in our thoughts and opinions, in our judgment of others.
‘What peace, what joy, what prosperity does the practice of this virtue
confer! It subdues strife; it checks bad passions; it makes the in-
digent comfortable; it drys the tears of the widow; it educates the
orphan; it sows everywhere (unseen often by mortal eyes) seeds
which spring up, blossom and bloom and bring forth the choiceat
blessings. It is greater than faith, it is greater than hope; for “our
faith may be lost in sight, hope ends in fruition, but charity extends
beyond the grave through the boundless realms of eternity.” The
Brother who fails to regard and exercise this virtue, so far violates
one of the strongest injunctions of Masonry; beneath the mantle
which he refuses to throw over the faults and foibles of others, he
will, at no distant day, desire to hide his own short-comings and im-
perfections.

The duties enjoined by our Institution in the practice of charity,
deserve particular attention. Almost every day, Brethren who live
in large cities or thickly populated towns, are called upon to relieve
the wants of distressed travellers; almost every day, there is an op-
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portunity for each of us to appropriate a portion of his worldly pos-
sessions for the benefit of the needy, or to administer consolation to
the afflicted ; and constantly is it necessary for us to exercise for-
bearance in our actions, thoughts and sayings. It is not sufficient
for us te pay our Lodge dues, and give a pittance of gold or silver
when the subscription paper is placed before us; that is the very
minimum of our duty—that almost any man, were he ever so sordid
and worldly minded, would do. The true Mason does not confine his
gifts of gold, of consolation, of advice to the Brethren; he does not
confine them to any particular time or place; they are scattered
around him in his daily walks, wherever he sees a fellow-being in
want, whenever he sees that his efforts can relieve a sufferer or confer
a benefit. e knows little of our Institution who thinks it limits or
restriots 8 man’s charities or sympathies; and Ae only comprehends
its design who realizes that ckarities are a8 boundless as the universe,
and its cardinal principles require us to deal justly with every man
and do good unto all.

To faithfully perform the duty referred to, requires careful obser-
vation and sound judgment. Imposters are so numerous, and so
many unnecessary calls are made upon us, that we are often placed
in delicate positions. There is but one rule to adopt; whenever
solicited by strangers professing to be Masons, to render them assist-
ance, examine them by the one unerring standard. If they are clear-
ly not true metal, let them pass on with the dross of the world, with
such advice as under the circumstances may be deemed expedient; in
all other instances the nature and attending incidents of each case
should determine your action. Masonry seldom specifies what in-
stances of suffering or want demand our help; it can do nothing
more than inculcate the great virtue of charity, leaving each member
to regulate his conduct a8 he may deem best to promote the desired
object. He is therefore amenable in almost all cases only to his God
and his oconscience for a violation of the duty under consideration.
How many of us, Brethren, can say, we have been faithful in this
respect? Let each apswer to himself.

X" Our English Brethren relate that a vessel was wrecked in
the Persian Gulf and the crew about to be plundered, when the cap-
tain gave Masonic signs which were recognized by an Arab chieftain,
and they were protected in consequenco. They were clothed, fed
conducted to Muscat and set free.

H
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From the Masonic Review.
ST. JOHN’S DAY.

This ancient festival-day was celebrated this year more generally
and with more animation, than for many years past. At many pro-
minent points there were processions, orations, music, with banners,
&c.; and the Craft seemed to enter into the spirit of these festal
soenes with a zeal and enthusiasm unequslled in past days. It would
require volumes to give the details of all thess celebrations, and we
ocan only make note of a few of the many interesting ones that have
come to our knowledge.

Our intended visit to Minnesota, which was prevented by unfore-
seen events, compolled us to decline the many invitations received to
participate with our Brethren in some one of these demonstrations.
‘We reached home in time, however, to share with our Brethren in
Cumminsville and vicinity in a pleasant  Pio-Ni¢” on that day. We
shall not attempt to describe what took place there. The Craft and
their families were gathered in a beautiful grove, each with baskets
full of good things to eat, and their hearts full of kind feelings, and
every face radiant with pleasure. Thus was the day spent in one of
the most beautiful groves we ever saw, and by as happy a company
of men, women and children as ever kept holiday in the country. It
was a new way of celebrating 8t. John's Day, and came in admirably
by way of variety. From the expressions we have heard, we should
not be surprised, if a much more general Pic-Nic should occur on the
same ground next year.

At Springfield, Germantown, Ashtabula, Logan, New Lexington,
and many other points in Ohio, there were regular old fashioned
Masonio celebrations, but the Brethren have not reported thé par-
ticulars to us. At New Lexington, we have incidentally learned,
there was an immense gathering of the people as well as of the Craft.
Our old friend and P. G. Master, W. B. Thrall, delivered one of his
best orations, and

« All went merry as a marriage bell.”

At Maysville, Ky., the Craftsmen were out in force, and made such
a display as had never been seen in that city before. The oration,
too, is said to have been one of the most eloguent ones ever delivered
in the State, and we regret we are not able to give the name of the
orator.

At Clinton, Miss., the day was appropriately observed. A vast
arowd attended, and listened to an address which made its mark upon
the minds and hearts of the multitudes.
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At Chicago there was such a gathering as probably Illinois had
never seen before. A gentleman from that city informed us, there
were three thousand Crafismen in procession! The new and beantiful
Masonic Hall, the most chaste and elegant one in the whole North
West, was dedicated in ample form. We shall farnish a fine engrav-
ing of this model Hall, among many others, in our next volume.
From the accounts that have reached us, it was the greatest Masonio
demonstration ever made in the North-Wess.

Indiana was not behind any of its sister States in the observance
of the 24th. At various places the Craft assembled to celebrate the
day. At Williamsport they had a delightful time, and the sealous
Masons of the Wabash valley were out in their strength, to mark
their regard for the memory of one of the patron saints of the Order.

But probably the greatest demonstration made in Indiana on that
day, was at New Albany. The Brethren of that beautiful and grow-
ing city generally perform whatever they undertake “with a will,”
and it is not to be wondered at, therefore, that 8t. John’s Day was
celebrated there as it had hardly ever been before in Indiana.

‘We cannot forbear to mark the outlines of the procession at this
place, a8 it embraced some new and very commendable features.
After the usual arrangements in the front of members of the different
degrees up to Templars, followed by the Grand Lodge, there were
“ carriages containing aged and disabled Brothers, another with Past
Grand Officers, and another with the Chief Magistrate of the city.”
These were succeeded by the “ members of New Albany Encampment
No. 5 and visiting Sir Knights, on horseback, and carriage containing
tlie orator and clergy.”

The procession moved to the Centenary Church, where a most
admirable oration was delivered by Bro., the Rev. John W. Saullivan,
which was listened to with deep interest by the immense throng as-
sembled in that beautiful and spacious ehurch.

The procession was then re-formed and proceeded to the dinmer
table, where ample justice was done to a most sumptuous entertain-
ment prepared by Messra. McCurdy and Fox. This was sucoeeded
by mausic, sentiment and speeches, winding up with a toast to woman :

*“Whom God created with a smile of grace,
And left the smile that made her on her face.”

and then all united in singing “ Auld Lang Syne.”

Prominent among the assembled Brethren wers the following dis-
tinguished members of the Order: Col. Posey, of Corydon, one of the
oldest Masons in Indians, and & member of the first Lodge organised
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in the State; Hon. E. Newland, P. D. G. Master; Major Winn, of
Crawfordsville; C. Schmidlapp, of Madison, and that ardent and
true-hearted Mason, Harry Hudson, of Louisville, with others whose
names we have not.

In the evening the Masonic Hall was crowded with the Brethren
and their lady-friends to witness the installation of the officers of
Jefferson and New Albany Lodges. P. M. John B. Anderson offici-
ated, assisted by Bros. McMahon, of Salem, and Winn, of Crawfords-
ville. The ceremonies were interspersed with several Masonic odes
sung by a choir of young ladies and gentlemen, Prof. Nutting pre-
siding at the melodeon. Altogether it was an occasion of great inter-
est, and one that will tell on the prosperity and character of the
Order in Southern Indiana for long years to come.

From the Mirror and Keystone.
THE LIBERTY OF SECURITY, AS' MASONICALLY

UNDERSTOOD.

This expression, we opine, might seem enigmatical to an uninitiated
mind—to any person not acquainted with our mysteries—inasmuch
a8 its very terms admit of a strong and forcible contrast, and in the
profane world are not usually, if ever, associated. Yet the Free and
Accepted Mason knows that securizy is the essential element of all
true liberty, and markedly distinguishes the freedom of the highest
civilization from the restraint of savage life; and the freedom of a
government based upon constitutional guarantees from that of a des-
potism.

The savage is not free, even when he in apparent security roams
the boundless forest or the endless prairie,unless he is safe from
surprise, assault and captivity, and is ever on the watch to guard
against the one, or the other, or all. And the dwellers under despotio
governments, however actually exempt from their direct oppressions,
merely hold their nominal liberty upon the uncertain tenure of a
capricious will, instead of that security the guarantees of & constitu-
tional government ensure.

True liberty, as Masonically understood, consists in the enjoyment
of equal rights, equal laws and equal privileges, According to this
definition, we hold the frees? spot upon the surface of the globe which
we inhabit, is the Freemason's Lodge; and we believe it has ever
been 80, in all ages and climes—before the Saxon set foot on Britain
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—before the Franks had passed the Rhine—when Grecian eloquence
still flourished at Antioch—when idols were still worshipped in
Mecea ; by the inhabitants of the torrid zone, or of the ice-bound
regions of the world, no matter by what cruel and formidable des-
potisms it may have been and may still be surrounded. It is thus
that the members of our ancient and honorable Fraternity are pre-
eminently entitled to the proud distinction of the Free! For although
this distinctive appellation was, according to our legends, originally
oconferred only upon worthy Craftsmen, among the enslaved multi-
tudes of auncient laborers, when duly initiated into the Councils and
taught the science of the master builders, it has from the beginning
implied every privilege, every enjoyment and every security which
perfeot liberty can confer. Strict equality of individual rights and
opportunities of advancement; a perfect liberty of conscience on
politics and religion, which is entirely exempt from all enquiry and
disparagement, and the exalting consciousness which fills every Ma-
son’s heart that his fair fame, whether he be personally present or
separated from us by boundless oceans, that his nearest and most
cherished ties in domestio life; that his business interests and most
pressing exigencies, together with every lawful secret of his breast,
are secure and sacredly safe in the hands of his Brethren, constitute
a kind and degree of reciprocal liberty which no state or phase of
society, in the vague world of mankind, could possibly afford. And
thus it is, that our Institution has ever been the purest, the most en-
during and the most universal of republics that ever existed within
the history of the human family. The Masonic Institution, governed
by its own organio laws and codes of mutual obligation, and eonscious
that no earthly power, not even the greatest, can annull them, since
they are deeply engraved and impressed upon every Mason’s heart,
has flourished amid the deserts of despotism, and desires no new
favor from politicl power in this happy land, so fertile in freedom
and prosperity.

L3 Bro. Hyneman says that the Masonic Temple to be raised
in New York city, will surpass any edifice of the kind in the
world. It is to be five stories high, one hundred feet front, and one
hundred and twenty-five feet deep, and will contain ample accommo-
dations for the Grand Lodge, and all the subordinate Lodges, Chap-
ters, Encampments and Councils. It will be built of brown sand-
stone or marble, and will cost, it is supposed, $400,000.
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For the Aghlar.
THE PENAL JURISDICTION OF LODGES.

The penal jurisdiction of a Lodge is far more extensive than many
suppose. It is not confined to its own members, but extends in some
degree over all Masons who reside within its geographical jurisdiction.
The geographical jurisdiction of a Lodge, radiates on all sides from
the common centre, extends in every direction half way to the nearest
Lqdge. Each regular Lodge of Master Masons has personal penal
jurisdiction over all Master Masons residing within its geographical
jurisdiotion, but belonging to a distant Lodge; and although courtesy
requires that the Lodge, near which he resides, should rather make a
complaint to the Lodge of which he is a member, than itself institute
proceedings against him, yet such a reference is simply an act of cour-
tesy, and may or may not be made in accordance with the circum-
stances of the case.

The Lodge of which any Master Mason is & member, and the
Lodge within whose geographical jurisdiction he resides, have eo-
extensive and concurrent jurisdiction over him, and he may be charged
and tried before either; and an acquittal or conviction had before the
one will be a valid bar t6 all proceedings before the other upon the
same charge. The only exception to this rule is where two Lodges
bave the same geographical jurisdiction by reason of their great prox-
imity, as where two or more Lodges are located in the same city.

Such a power is necessary for the well-being and protection of the
Fraternity, and the Lodges, if deprived of it, will be unable to reach
and correct a large olass of evils, or to maintain that high-toned and
moral character to which the principles of Masonry ever admonish
them to aspire.

‘When Masonic crimes are committed, the course of justice should
be swift and sure. In no other way can the punty and reputation

of the Institution be protected.

The power to exercise personal penal junsdmtxon over all Master
Masons belonging to a distant Lodge, who reside within their geograph-
ical jurisdiction, is necessary. for the self-protection of the Lodges.
Master Masons who are not members of a Lodge,and who live within
its geographical jurisdiotion, have accorded to them the privilege of
visiting its meetings and sitting among its members, and when by
their acts they violate the moral law and brmg disgrace upon that
Lodge, it should have the power on the spot where the act was com-
mitted and where the evidence is to be found, to punish the offender
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in due form. If in all such cases the charges had to be made in the
Lodge to which the offender belongs, situated perhaps at a great dis-
tanoe, rendering it necessary to transport the evidence to a remote and
inconvenient locality, the course of justice would not only be hindered
and delayed, bat in mo#t cases entirely defeated, and in the meantime
the reputation of the Institution deeply injured.

In the words of & distinguished writer upon Masonic law, “ this
dootrine is founded upon the wholesome reason that, as a Lodge is
the guardian of the purity and safety of the Institution within its
own jurisdiotion, it must, to exercise that guardianship with sucoess,
be invested with tho power of correcting every evil which oocurs
within its precincts.”

Mackey, in his work on the principles of Masonic law, uses the
following language in relation to the power of Lodges in this par-
ticular: “ The personal jurisdiction of a Lodge extends over all Ma-
sons living within its vicinity. A Master Masun belonging to a dis-
tant Lodge, but residing within the geographical jurisdiction of an-
other Lodge, becomes amenable for hia conduct to the latter as well
as the former Lodge. But if his own Lodge is within a reasonable
distance, courtesy requires that the Lodge near which he resides,
should rather make a complaint to his Lodge, than itself institute
proceedings against him. But the reputation of the Order must not
be permitted to be endangered, and a case might occur in which it
would be inexpedient to extend this courtesy, and where the Lodge
would feel compelled to proceed to the trial and punishment of the
offonder without applying to his Lodge. The geographieal jurisdio-
tion will in a¥ cases legalize the proceedings.”

This, in my opinion, is the true doctrine of the Masonic law upon
this subject.

1t has been ﬂ:onght by some that Section 4 of Art. 8 of the Con-
stitution of the Grand Lodge of Michigan limits the penal jurisdiction
of subordinate Lodges in this State to their own members. If the
power of the subordinate Lodges to exercise personal penal jurisdio-
tion over their own members was conferred by and derived solely
from this clause in the Cgpstitution of the Grand Lodge, then it
would be unsafe to clothe the Lodges by implication with any powers
not therein expressly granted. But such is not the case. The penal
power of Lodges over their own members is not derived from the
Constitution of the Grand Lodge. The Lodges possess that power

independent of the Constitution.
3—voL. 1L No. L
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The power of Lodges to exercise penal jurisdiction over their own
members arises from the necessity of things and the law of self-pre-
pervation. It is derived from aneient usage. Section 4, therefore,
does not confer any new power; its whole scope and effect are simply
to regulate the exercise of a power posseased before, and goes no
farther than to fix the number of votes necessary for a suspension,
expulsion or restoration. It will also be observed that the whole
scope and force of Section 4 is confined to matters of difference be-
tween members of the same Lodge. ¢ Each Lodge shall have power
to hear and determine a]l matters of difference between its own mem-
bers,” &e.

Now, the class of cases under oconsideration does not involve matters
of difference between members of the same Lodge. On the contrary,
where a charge for any Masonic crime is made against a Master
Mason who lives within the geographical jurisdiction of a Lodge, but
who belongs to & distant Lodge, the matter of difference exists be-
tween him and some person or persons not belonging to his Lodge

I am, therefore, clearly of the opinion that a clause in the Con-
stitution which relates solely to the jurisdiction of the Lodges over
% matters of difference between their own members,” can have no ap-
plication whatever to the class of cases under consideration.

Having thus discovered and defined the extent of the power and
authority of Lodges in this particular, it remains to consider how far
courtesy requires the Lodges near which the offender resides, should
make a complaint to the Lodge to which the offender belongs.’

Such a reference to the Lodge to which the offender belongs, is no
more nor less than an act of courtesy, and should the Lodge near
which he resides, refuse or neglect to apply to the Lodge to which he
belongs, before itself instituting proceedings against him, it would at
the most be guilty of a want of courtesy to a sister Lodge. ‘The
proceedings in such a case would be perfectly valid, for in the language
of Mackey, % the geographical jurisdiotion will in afl cases legalise
the proceedings.” The rule, in my opinion, is this: that in no case
where a Lodge would be put to serious inconvenience, or where the
course of justice is in danger of being Qindered, delayed or defeated
by an application to the Lodge to which the offender belongs, does
courtesy require such an application to be made; but the Lodge
within whose geographical jurisdiction the offender resides, may pro-
oeed to charge, try and punish him in due form.

Detroit, July 1856. R H. B.
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M. W. GEO. C. MUNRO,

SRAND MASTER OF THE GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN.

The beautiful steel plate engraving which adorns this number of
Tax AsaLAR, presents our readers with an exoellent portrait of the
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Michigan.

Bro. Geo. C. Munro was born in Onondaga County, State of New
York, on the twenty-second day of January, 1814—forty-two years
ago. At the age of sixteen, he left school, and as a clerk in a store
commenced a business career which has been crowned with suceess.
Confining his attention principally to mercantile affairs, he removed
to Michigan in 1834, and for the past twenty years has resided in
' Jonesville, Hillsdale County. His attention, during that period, has
been almost entirely directed to his business which has been managed
with such skill and good judgment, that his labors have been rewarded
with large pecuniary profit. Prosperity could not have crowned the
efforts of one more worthy. With a liberal hand, and in the spirit
which has characterized the lives of many American merchauts, he
has dispensed charities, and given assistance to the destitute.

In the community where he resides and is best known, Bro. Munro
fs highly esteemed as a citizen, a neighbor and a friend, and in a few
instances he has been induced to accept offices of trust and honor.
Two years, he acted as one of the Executive Committee of the State
Agricultaral Society, and in 1853 was chosen president and served
in that capacity one year. At the end of that time, he was re-elected,
but declined longer to hold the office.

In July 1848, Bro. Munro was “initiated” in Lafayette Lodge,
No. 16, at Jonesville, and was ©raised” in August following. From
that time, he has been an ardent and active friend of our Institution,
giving much time and attention to the study of its history and prin-
ciples, aiding it liberally with his worldly means, and illustrating by
his life, its practical teachings.

On the 8t. John's Day succeeding his initiation, he was elested
Secretary of Lafayette Lodge. In this office, he served till the end
of the year, when he was chosen Senior Warden. He was next pro-
moted to the office of Master and sat in the East during the following
four years. He was then re-elected, but found it incompatable with
his duties to his friends and himself, to accept the office again.
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In the Chapter at Jonesville, the subject of this sketch has suocess-
ively served as King and High Priest, and in the Grand Chapter of
the State, he has acted as Grand Treasurer.

In the Grand Lodge, he held several minor offices, prior to 1853,
when he was elected Senior Grand Warden, and filled that office twa
years, when he was advanced to the position of Deputy Grand Master.
This station he occupied two years.

Appreciating the zeal, ability and sterling qualities of the man, at
the last meeting of the Grand Lodge, the Brethren comprising that
body and representing the Fraternity of the State, conferred upon
Bro. Munro the highest gift in their power to bestow, and he now
enjoys the honor and experiences the responsibilities attached to the
high and honorable office of Grand Master. In the discharge of hia
duties, he has manifested his usual zeal and ability, and under his
guidance the Craft in Michigan are pursuing their labors diligently
and harmoniously. May the future he as profitious to him and them,
as has been the past!

LAYING A CORNER STONE.

The corner stone of the Massachusetts State Hospital for the In-
sane at Northampton, Mass., was laid July 4th, 1856, with Masonio
ceremonies conducted by the officers of the Grand Lodge of that State.
The entire account of this interesting event is too long for our pages;
we therefore copy only that portion of most immediate interest to
members of our Order and readers of our Magasine generally.

After an address from the Grand Master appropriate to the ooca-
sion, the oeremonies prooeeded thus, (we copy from the Freemasons’
Monthly Magazine):

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden: The
Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth having been invited by the State
authorities to lay, in due and ancient Masonic form, the Foundation
Stone of an edi.ﬁyoe here to be erected as an asylum for the alleviation
of human suffering, and that invitation having been accepted, I now
order that this Grand Lodge assist me in the performanoce of this
work. This my will and pleasure you will proclaim to the Junior
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Grand Warden, and he to the Brethren and others present, that all
having due notice may govern themselves acoordingly.

Sentor G'rand Warden. Right Worshipfal Junior Grand Warden:
1t is the order of the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of the Commonwealth of Massachasetts, that this Corner Stone
be now laid with Masonic honors. This his will and pleasure you
will proclaim to all present, that the occasion may be o ed with
due order and solemnity. -

Junior Grand Warden. Brethren, and all who are present, will
take notice that the Most Worshipful Grand Master will now deposit
this Foundation Stone in Masonic form. You will observe the order
and decorum becomimg the important and solemn ceremonies in whioh
we are about to epgage.

[Zvwocation by the Grand Ohaplain.)

HYMN.

Crorus.—Let notes of gladness te}l
Thoughts that each bosom swell,
D - The work lh ) brin
xr.—Hope's joyous ts we bri
Whnx‘l,e ti){mr He::g:ly King &
Caorvws.—Friends now united sing,
Heart's joined as one.

Cuonrps.—Where laid the Corner Stone,
Ever in kindness known
Be man's hest: !
Duzr.—Though years away,
Tbough uman works degay,
Crorpa.—Ever by Heav'ns own ray
Be truth renewed!
Cxorps.—May, in proportions true,
Rising to grateful view,
The work ascead!
Dyxr.—Long may it safely stand,
Untouched by ruthless hand,
Caorus.—Till at Heaven's last command,
All time shall end.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Brother Grand Treasurer;

You will read the inscription upon the plate which is to be depo.iu\{
under the Foundation Stone.

The Grand Treasurer read as follows:

The Corner Stone of an edifice for the Tamp Srare Lunarro Hossrraz, estab-

lished under Act of the Legislature of Massachusetts, passed May 21, laid by
Muom{)f mby

the Most Worshipfal Grand of Free and Accepted u-
setts, M. W. Winslow Lewis, M. D., Grand Master, on the 4th of July, 1856,
the 80th Anniversary of American Independence. Henry J. Garduer, Governor
of the Commonwealth. Commissioners: Luther V. Bell, H. W. Benchley,
Saml. J. Standley.

Grand Master. There being no objection, I now order you, Bro.
Grand Treasurer, to deposit the plate with the papers in the place
prepared for their reception.

[ Music by the Band during the ceremony of making the depoeit.]
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The principal Architect then presented the working tools to the
Grand Master, who directed the Grand Marshal to present them to
the Deputy Grand Master and Senior and Junior Grand Wardens.

The Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens
then descended from the platform, the G. Master taking the Trowel,
the Deputy Grand Master the Square, the Senior Grand Warden the
Level, and the Junior Grand Warden the Plumb, the Grand Master
standing at the East of the Stone, his Deputy on his right, the Senior
Grand €Varden at the West and the Junior Grand Warden at tho
South side of the Stone. The Grand Master then spread the cement,
and when that had been done, he directed the Grand Marshal to order
the Craftsmen to lower the Stone. (This was ddhe by three motions,
viz: 1st, by lowering a few iuches and stopping, when the publie
Grand Honors were given; 2d,again lowering a few inches and giving
Grand Honors; 3d, letting the Stone down to its place and giving
the Grand Honors as before. The Square, Level and Plumb were
then applied to the Stone by the proper officera.)

[ Flourish of Music.]

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master: What
is the proper Jewel of your office?

Drputy Grand Master. The Square.

Grand Muster. Have you applied the Square to those parts of
the Stone that should be sqnare ?

uty Grand Master. 1 have, Most Worshipful Grand Master,
and the Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden: What
is the proper Jewel of your office ?

Sentor Grand Warden. The Level

Grand Master. Have you applied the Level to the Stone?

Senior Grand Warden. 1 have, Most Worshipful Grand Master,
and the Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden: What
is the proper Jewel of your office ?

Junior Grand Warden. The Plumb.

Grand Master. Have you applied the Plumb to the several edges
of the Stone?

Junior Grand Warden. 1 have, Most Worshipfal Grand Master;
and the Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Haviog full confidence in your skill in the Royal
Art, it remains with me now to finish the work.

."Il'ho Grand Master then gave three knocks upon the Stone, and
said :

“J find this Foundation Stone weLL FoRMED, TRUE and TrUSTY,
and may this undertaking be conducted and completed by the Crafts-
men according to the grand plan, in Peace, Love aud Harmony.”

The Deputy Grind Master then received from the Grand Marshal
the Cornucopia containing corn, and spread the corn upon the Stone,
saying:

% May the health of the workmen employed in this undertaking be
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preserved to them, and may the Supreme Grand Archifeet bless and
prosper their labors.”

The Grand Marshal then took the Wine from the Altar and pre-
sented it to the Senior Grand Warden who poured it upon the Stone,

saying:

)"‘hﬂy plenty be showered down upon the people of this ancient
Commonwealth, and may the blessing of the Bounteous Giver of Al
Things attend all their philanthropic undertakings.”

The Grand Marshal presented the Oil to the Junior Grand War-
den who poured it upon the Stone, saying :

“ May the Supreme Ruler of the World preserve this people in

e, and vouchsafe to them the enjoyment of every blessing.”

. Grand Master. “May corn, wine and oil, and all the necessaries
of life, abound among men throughout the world, and may the blessing
of the Almighty God be upon this undertaking, and may the structure
here to be erected, be preserved to the latest ages, in order that it
may promote the humane purposes for which it is designed.”

The Grand Master then presented the Implements to the Architect,
saying: »

¥‘Tgo you, Bro. Architect, are confided the Implements of operative
Masonry, with the fullest confidence that by your skill and taste a
fabric shall arise which shall add new lustre to our honored Common-
wealth. May it endure for many ages, a monument of the liberality
and benevolence of its founders.”

% Old Hundred” was here sung by the assembly, and the ceremonies
were closed by a Benediction by the Rev. Dr. Stearns.

The procession was then again formed and marched to a beautiful

ove in the vicinity, where a bountiful collation had been provided
%; the citizens. The procession returned to the town about 6 o’clock,
and the festivities of the day were closed by a free Promenade Con-
oert at the Town Hall, and an exhibition of fireworks in the evening.
We have little space for remarks, but cannot close without expressing
our thanks to the Brethren of Jerusalem Lodge, of Northampton, for
their kind attentions and successful endeavors to render the visit of
the Grand Lodge to their beautiful village an agreeable one.

Mobesty.—It is & sure sign of good sense to be diffident of it.
We then, and not till then, are growing wise, when we begin to dis-
cern how weak and unwise we are. An absolute perfection of under-
standing is impossible; he makes the nearest approach to it who has
the sense to discern and the humility to acknowledge its imperfections.
Modesty always sita gracefully upon youth; it covers a multitude of
faults and doubles the lustre of every virtue, which it seems to hide:
the imperfections of men being like those flowers which appear more
beautiful when their leaves are a little contradted and folded up, than
:obet; they are full blown and display themselves without any reserve

e view.
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RECOLLECTION OF WASHINGTON'S FUNERAL.*

BerotaER C. Moore,—Sixty years bave almost passed over m
“head since landing on the site of this city. In February, 1793{
first descended the Ohio river from Pittsburgh. The arrival of the
ocentennial anniversary of the immortal Washington's uniting with
the ancient and honorable Fraternity of Freemasons, and the cele-
bration of that event on the 4th inst, has brought me here. Wash-
ington died in December, 1799. Funeral honors were paid him in
all the principal cities, Philadelphia being at that time the seat of the
Federal Government, and of which place I was then a resident, and
a writer in the public offices, excelled all others in the pomp, splendor,
solemnity and expense of arrangements. Both Houses of Congress
wore in full attendance in the procession. The President—John
Adams—and his Cabinet, with all the Executive Officers and Clerks,
Foreign Ministers, Consols, officers of the Army and Navy, and dis-
tinguished strangers and citizens, were there to honor the memory of
the illustrious dead. The Freemasons were out in large numbers,
and had a conspicuous (lee assigned them in the procession, next to
the hearse and horse of the deceased. I was Secretary of Washing-
ton Lodge, No. 59, that year. Brother William Gamble, who died
in this city three or four years ago, and at the time a member of the
same Lodge was with me in the procession. General Henry Les,
then a member of the House of Representatives of the United States
from Virginia, and a distinguished partisan officer of the American
Revolution, delivered the eulogium by appointment of Congress.
Dr. Samuel Magan, the Episcopal minister of St. Paul’s Church, by
appointment of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, pronounced an
appropriate discourse to the Freemasons.

Washington continued a member of Fredericksburg Lodge, No. 4,
Virginia, to the time of his death, in December, 1799, and is re-
ported to the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of the State, amon
the deaths of that year. I owned a printed pamphlet containing nﬁ
the proceedings, with a list of Lodges, their numbers and location,
with the names of officers and members respectively. On my leaving
Piqua some years ago, I presented this relioc of ancient Freemasonry
in%irginin, to Warren Lodge of that town.

The Hon. Jonathan Bayard Smith, one of the Judges of Pennsyl-
vania, was Grand Master of the State at the time of Washington's
death. His signature is affixed to my Masonio Diploma, bearing date
December 24, 1798, with George A. Baker as Grand Secretary.

Your Friend and Brother,
Jonux JorNsTON.

Cincinnati, Nov. 9, 1852.
* From Oincinnati Review 1853
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GUARD THE ENTRANCE.

It has been our constant endeavor since we commenced the publi-
eation of THE AsHLAR, to lessen an evil prominent in every section,
and awaken our readers to the dangers which will sooner or later follow,
if it go on unchecked. Others, far and near—through the length and
breadth of our land—have sounded notes of warning. Masonie jour
nals, addresses of Grand officersand reports of Committees on Foreign
Correspondence have given frequent alarms, and called in tones of
eloquence upon Brethren to avert the threatening disaster. Are all
these cautions heeded? Are care and prudence generally exercised,
when members are called upon to ballot for candidates? Brother,
what does the experience of your Lodge answer? Have you known
instances in which a little more investigation, a little more time and
caution would have brought to light facts derogatory to the petitioner, .
and caused his rejection? If you know of no such instance, are you
satisfied, on reasonable grounds, that every one admitted is worthy and
well qualified? These are serious questions, and we are forcibly re-
minded of their importance, when, travelling through the country, we
perceive the vast increase of membership in every locality. There is
need of more care. As a Masonic journalist, we consider it a duty
to continue to warn our readers against the impending, not to say
growing, evil; and we believe the day is not far distant when it will
be incumbent on Grand Lodges to impose restrictions in the making
of Masons, which shall stop the “ hot haste” of Lodges. There are a
few regulations, which, if enforced, would probably effect a cure and
remove the disease.

In the first place, let every applicant be required to be thoroughly
informed in what is to be learned of the ritual of each degree, before
he advances to the next, and let him, according to the old rule, wait
s month between the degrees. Under such salutary restrictions, the
rapid and dangerous growth of the Order would be checked, and none
but the best material would be introduced into the building. No
one could reasonably complain of the stringency of such rules. We
hold that the secrets of Masonry, when properly understpod, are a
priceless boon which no amount of money should buy, and he who
receives them, should place upon them their proper value. If he do
80, he will be willing to endure delay, and study long and laboriously,
in order that he may qualify himself to advance. The man who is
not willing to exert himself to gain 2 knowledge of the ritual, or who

has not sufficient mental caliber to acquire it, i8 not fitted to receive
4—vob. 11. NO. L.
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the second or third degree. The adoption of the course indicated
would undoubtedly lessen the member of Lodges as well as check the
work. So much the better—no harm can result from that. Lodges
are too numerous, and Masonry- -or rather its degrees are becoming
too cheap.

We have perused with pleasure the following graphic remarks of
the Grand Master of Massachusetts, which were delivered to a new
Lodge. We commend them to our readers as enforcing by illustra-
tion the truth of our sentiments:

Do not by beat of drum entice or entreat any one to join with
you. Let aﬁ come with free will and accord, deeming the cause a
good one and the pay aud reward certain. Let them be scanned
singly and scrutinigzed individually ; not coming up in whole squads,
begetting confusion and error; but marching up war-fashion, with
body errect, to his future Captain, there pledging bimself (and under-
standingly so) to the great action for which he is willing to engage.
Let him fully understand the implements of his profession. Teach
him, these are tools apparently insignificant, which may be wielded
with the mightiest effect, acting noiselessly, but penetrating deeply ;
and that they should enter even into the heart, ere their full power is
effeoted. That even the uniform they wear is highly symbolical and
impressive, and that the Masonic Soldier can assign some efficacy,
some intent and meaning in his decoration, which his more warlike
Brother would find it difficult to do, as regards his own. Let him
be well drilled as a subaltern, before he aspires to be the officer, and
at every roll call, let him be in his place. Caution him to keep and
conceal the pass-words and countersign entrusted to him, and be ever
on the watcE for spies and enemies, that he should support and main-
tain that Constitution under which he has enlisted, and the especial
regulations of his own Company. In short, that by his loyalty, de-
votion and upright conduct, he may gain that proud distinction which
is awarded to the “ accepted” Soldier of our Faith, * * * * &

“In these piping times of our peace and prosperity, no foes to be
assailed, no enemies to be overcome, be not the less watchful. Let
the outposts be vigilantly guarded ; sentinels on every watch tower.
Lower not the draw-bridge to your inner works, for too ready ad-
- mission. Examine all through the loop-holes of a well guarded jea
lousy. Every Masonio soldier should be a Cerberus to his trusts, an
Argus to his Order, a Briareus, feeling with an hundred hands the
pulsations of the motives of all who approach his sacred retreat. As
your official Head, then, I say unto you—vatch !

L™ “Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking
ile; depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.”
gumh are the injunctions of Masonry.
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THE GRAND CHAPTER OF CONNECTICUT.

The annual convocation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Con-
necticat was held at New Haven in May last. We have received
from Comp. E. G. Btorer the official report of its proceedings. The
M. E. Isaac H. Coe, Grand High Priest, opened the Chapter. In
his address he thus appropriately alludes to the decease of an old and
faithful workman:

“The Masonic Fraternity in this State have within the past year
been called to part with one of its oldest and most unwavering de-
fenders—one who has stood for many years as a pillar combining
¢ Wisdom, Strenﬁth and Beauty.” I refer to our Most Exoellent
Companion and Past Grand High Priest, William H. Ellis, of this
city. Although information of his decease has been very generally
communicated by our Grand Secretary, yet I should be considered
derelict in my duty, did I not at least notice briefly his Masonio
virtues. _

Rarely, if ever, has he failed to attend our annual gatherings, while
his firm and uoflinching adherence to the “ancient landmarks of the
Order” has become proverbial with the Craft. Were the workmen
at a stand—he was always ready with some excellent design drawn
from the great Masonic Trestle-Board, and all again resumed their
labors. Did confusion for a moment threaten to disturb the quiet of
the body—he would never fail to direct attention to some portion of
Masonic Law, and thus pout oil upon the waters and still the rising
tempest.

He was one to whom it was an honor to defer. True, he had his
faults,—and who has not ?—but as the gold contrasted with the alloy
appears more beautiful, so do the virtues of the good man appear
more excellent when contrasted with the few faults that may appear
in his character. But why should I, comparatively a novice in Ma-
sonry, speak of the Masonic virtues of one who has been so long &
living epistle, known and read of all the Fraternity?

Companions, his seat in the East is to-day vacant; his cheerful
countenance greets us no more; his voice is no longer heard in our
councils. To him the hour of retiring from labor to repose has-come ;
he has gone to carry up for inspection the labor of his life, to be tried
by the unerring rule of truth. While his body repeses in peace amid
the graves of his kindred, let his Masonic virtues be engraven upon
our hearts. Companion and Brother, rest thou in peace "

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, like all
productions from the pen of Comp. Wm. Storer, is an elaborate and
able composition. He quotes with approbation from the address of
G. H. P. SBhoemaker, of Michigan, delivered in January 1855. We
have not space to comment upon the report more at length in this
number, but may refer to it again in our next.
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In sccordance with a resolution adopted, s committee of sixteen,
of which High Priest I. A. Coe is chairman, was appointed to make
preparations for the reception and entertainment of the officers and
members of the General Grand Chapter of the United States which
will hold its triennial session at Hartford on the second Tuesday of
September current.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: M. E.
Isaac H. Coe, G. H. P.; David Clark, D. G. H. P.; Samuel Tripp,
G. K.; Alexander Hamilton, G. 8.; Horace Goodwin. G. T.; E. G.
Storer, G. 8.; Chester Tilden, G. C.; Fred. J. Calhoun, @ C. of
Host; Nathan Dikeman, Jr., G. R. A. Capt.

"There are according to the returns eighteen Chapters in Conneeti-
eut, comprising about one thousand members.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

Jackson, Aungust 3d, 1856.

Here I am, dear Ashlar,in a city renowned for the number and
intelligence of its Masons. At this place reside M. E. Shoemaker,
" Grand High Priest; Benj. Porter jr, Past Grand Leoturer, High
Priest of the Chapter in this placo and Master of Lodge No. 17;
Jas. A. Dyer, P. M.; J. C. Wood, P. M.; R. 8. Cheney, W. M. of
Lodge No. 50; J. T. Titus, and many other sealous and faithful
members of the Fraternity. Having arrived in town late last evening,
I bave seen few Brethren; I learn, however, that the varions Masonioc
‘bodies here are doing a large amount of work. There are at this
time six petitions before the Chapter.

I loft Detroit on Monday last, the 28th of July, and rode in the
cars to Wayne. Then I took passage for Northville in an uncovered
wagon, dignified by the name of “stage.” Long before we (that is
the other passengers and myself) reached our destination, the rain
poured in torrents. The cousequence was a very natural one—I got
wet and experienced my first fever and ague chill. After a night's
rest, I found myself able to circulate among the Brethren. Dr.
Gregory was absent, but I had the pleasure of meeting Bro. W. D.
‘Whalen and other worthy members. Northville Lodge is composed
of good materials, but labors under s disadvantage to which many
oountry Lodges are subjected—its members are scattered over much
territory. Several of them reside at Plymouth, where I had the
pleasure of meeting them.
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Tuesday evening found me among old friends at Ypsilanti. The
Lodge was convened and worked in the third degree, Bro. D. Ed-
wards in the East. We have so many times spoken favorably of
this Lodge, that it would be superfluous to add further praise. No
where in the State have we met with more Masonic zeal than in that
place.

I also had an opportunity, which was joyfully improved, of visiting
Belleville Lodge. This is sitnated in an easterly direction about
seven miles from Ypsilanti, and is an offshoot from Pheenix Lodge.
Bro. L. J. Ford is Master, and Bro. Dean is Senior Warden. From
appearances, 1 should judge that this young sister is doing well
8he has among her members some excellent men. Bro. H. E. Cham-
pion is a host in himself; the latch string of his door is always out,
and his generosity knows no bounds.

A short ride in the oars carried me to Ann Arbor, the abode of
literature and science. It is a spot well chosen for the University.
The scenery around it is beautiful and such as might inspire the
dullest minds with a love of the beautiful. The city is quiet, and the
retired situation of the University renders it free from the noise and
bustle of business. I am not personally aoquainted with the Pres-
ident and professors, but believe they are able and cultivated men,
competent to fill the stations which they ocoupy. One of them cer-
tainly has a world-wide reputation and should make the name of
Ann Arbor known whercver a knowledge of science prevails. 1refer
to Prof. Brunnow, the astronomer who recently left Europe and came
to this State to take oharge of the observatory. Michigan should be
proud of her University and proud that she has within her borders
such a man as Brunnow. At Ann Arbor a new Lodge has recently
sprung into existence; Bro. J. N. Gott W. M. The old Lodge is
still flourishing. We had the pleasure of meeting Bros. Gott, Shat-
tuck, Sprague, Guiterman, and others who displayed a praiseworthy
geal for the Craft. I also saw Comp. Platt, High Priest of the Chapter,
who informed me that that body was prospering.

I made a short stay at Dexter where I found W. M. Carlisle iun-
disposed and somewhat “shaky.” He improved rapidly, and I doubt
not he is quite convalescent by this time.

From Dexter I went to Pinckney. It was my first visit to that
village. Bros. Haze, W. M., M. B. Wilcox and others gave me a
cordial welcome. The Lodge in this place is new, but it has a good
room and about thirty members of the right stamp. It is progressing
and will be one of the best Lodges in the State ere long.
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On the whole, I judge that the Craft is prospering. The weather
is beautiful ; nature has put on her finest robe and smiles almost con-
stantly. Little does he who is encased between the brick walls of a
city, know how to enjoy life at this season of the year. Kvery body
in the country looks happy, and well may each one. The crops arc
good and abundant; the farmer has harvested his wheat and much of
his hay; his corn and potatoes are doing well, and he secs plenry
near at hand. Ah! merry people of the country, you may, at this
season, look upon your city neighbors with a sensation akin to pity.

AW,

Ton1a, Mich., August 10, 1856, -
Since my last letter, written a week ago, I have not made very
rapid progress geographically. Among the warm-hearted Masons of
Jackson I spent three days very pleasantly, and had an opportunity
to meet many Brethren from various parts of the State. Bro. Titus
laid me under renewed obligations, and for his kind services any ex-
pression of thanks is but a poor return. I trust he will accept them,
however, ¢ taking”—as the common saying is—* the will for the deed.”
I left Jackson Wednesday evening, the 6th inst., in company with
Bro. W. E. Owen, J. W. of Union Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 3.
A pleasant ride through a beautiful country landed us at Eaton
Rapids. This is a very flourishing village, and should the projected
railroad from Cincinnati to Mackinac pass through its territory, it
will advance rapidly in the path of improvement and prosperity.
Masonry, I should judge, flourishes well in this place. The Lodge
has about fifty members, and the Lodge-room is one of the best in
the State. It is, I should think, the longest “oblong square” in the
jurisdiction—being in this respect a little faulty—or rather running
into “the extreme.” The ante-rooms are well arranged, and, when
some improvements shall have been made in the equipment of the
Lodge-room, our Brethren may well feel proud of it and challenge
comparison. Bro. Vaughan, Secretary of the Lodge and one of its
pillars, received me in a truly Masonic spirit, and made my short stay
an exceedingly agreeable one. Bro. V., I shall not soon forget your
welcome, nor fail to reciprocate it when an opportunity offers.
Thursday, the 8th inst., I found comfortable quarters at the Benton
House in Lansing, kept by Bro. E. H. Peck. I was fortunate enough
to be present at a meeting of Lansing Lodge, No. 33, the same even-
ing, and had the pleasure of seeing the Brethren work in the second
degree. Bro. E. R. Merrifield is Master of this Lodge and presides
with dignity and ease. Excepting the performances of the Senior




THE ASHLAR. 31

Deacon—magna pars fui—the ceremonies were well and acourately
conducted, and ceuld not fail to produce a deep and lasting impression
on the candidate. Beside Bros. Merrifield and E. H. Peck, I had
the pleasure of meeting—grip and grip—many gentlemanly and warm-
hearted members of the Craft. Bro. Pinckuey, W. M. of Capitol
Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 66, was absent which I regretted
very much. In Lansing there are two Lodge-rooms; both are well
fitted up. The Chapter in this place, of which Comp. Havens is a
leading and active member, is progressing harmoniously. Its work
is good, and its “timber,” I am informed, i8 of the best quality.

Friday morning, I left Lansing in the stage and arrived at Port-
land about noon. I searched in vain for my old friend Bro. Geo.
Hill, a Mason whose heart is engaged in the work of his hands. He
had removed to Ionia. In his place, however, I found the happy
eountenance of a true member of the Order, Bro Sam. Sutliff. The
exchange of a few words, a shake of the hand, and I was again seated
in the stage on my way to Lyons. The road was at times quite rough,
but I felt perfectly safe under the guidance of Bro. P. B. Haight
who held the reins and directed the spirited steeds over the rough
and rugged paths. In company with Bro. J. C. Hall, I arrived at
Lyons about 3 o'olock P. M. It is said that haste makes waste,
This may be true generally, but I cannot admit it when applied to
my own movements ; for I have been in haste wherever I have travelled,
and have made no waste to my knowledge. At Lyons I circulated _
among the Brethren in a great hurry, and two hours after my arrival
among them, was on my way to this place.

Ionia is delightfully situated, being surrounded with much wood-
land whose verdure at this season is very refreshing to a person ac-
customed to the brick walls and hot air of a thiokly populated city.
Every thing looks well here, notwithstanding the light rains and the
dryness of the soil. The wheat crop in this region is light, but good.

The Lodge in this place is large, having about ninely members.
Under the guidance of W. M. Palmer H. Taylor, it is doing con-
siderable work, and its material is of the best kind. The new Chap-
ter, which has been in operation but a short time, already embraces
about thirty members and is doing remarkably well. Its officers
have made great proficiency, and manifeet the deepest interest in its
welfare. Geo. W. Wilson is High Priest and fills the office with
honor to himself and credit to the body over which he presides.

Bros. Fred. Hall and 8. W. John K. Croswell extended to me the
hand of welcome. Both will receive my thanks for their kind services.

. AW
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MASONRY IN MICHIGAN—EXTRACTS FROM OLD
RECORDS.

NUMBER XIL

On the 11th of September 1801, Zion Lodge met at the house of
Bro. Jas. Donaldson. Bro. Joseph Campau, who is now living, &
hale and hearty gentleman of the old school, and is daily seen in the
streets of Detroit, acted as Senior Deacon. Bro. R. G. Barde was
passed, and Bros. T. McCrea Jr., John Askin Jr., Jonathan Schiep-
pelin, M. F. Dumas and R. G. Barde were raised. This was certain-
ly a large amount of work for one evening. ‘Bro. Campau,” says
the record, “assigns illness as a reason for his late negleots of sum-
monses and absences from regular Lodges. The body deem the
reason sufficient.”

The next meeting took place on the 5th of October 1801, Bro.
Joseph Campsu being present. It was resolved nnanimously that
the Tiler “be allowed for each Lodge night the sum of seventy-five
cents, and for each initiation the sum of one dollar.” « Bro. Barde
enters and makes a satisfactory apology for his tardiness.” “ A copy
of a letter from Jas. May, formerly a member of this Lodge, bearing
date the 31st August 1799, was received ; ordered that the Secretary
cause it to be re-delivered to Mr. May in a blank cover.” «The
Master’s Lodge was closed, and an Entered Apprentice opened, when
the W. M. delivered a lecture on the first degree.” This example is
worthy of imitation at the present time. ¢ The Lodge resolves,” ac-
cording to the record, “that on Tuesday the 20th inst., at 10 o'clock
in the morning, they will meet in full dress at the room which they
at present occupy, and go in procession to the one prepared for our
future meetings. - Resolved also, that Bro. Scott officiate on that day
as Chaplain, that Bro. Bates perform the office of Orator, and that
Bros. Scott and Askin Jr. be a committee of invitation.”

Oct. 20th, 1801. The Lodge “convened, as resolved on the even-
ing of the 5th inst., at the house late the property of our deceased
Bro. Jas. Donaldson.” After the despatch of “some preparatory
business,” the members “went in procession to the Council House,
where Bros. Scott and Bates officiated, #8 appointed by the last re-
gular Lodge. The body then proceeded to the Hall lately prepared,
in the house of our W. M. McDonnell. Thos. Martin, Major in the
1st U. 8. Regiment of Infantry, after performing a certain cergmony,
is admitted as a visiting Brother.” “The Lodge requested Bro. Bates
to supply them with & copy of his address for publication, who con-
scious of much inaccuracy, begged time for consideration.”
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Nov. 8d,1801. At this meeting a Committee, consisting of Bros.
Abbott and Askin, reported that Bro. Bates “ will supply a copy of
his address for publioation, and Bro. Schieppelin is requested to have
a few hnndred copies thereof printed in such manner as he shall deem
most advisable.” It was ordered that a special summons be sent to
Bros. Jona. Nelson, Jno. Snow and Gabriel Godfroy, requesting their
attendance at the next regular Lodge. Bro. 8chieppelin was directed
to purchase books for the Lodge; and a committee was chosen to
inquire into the conduct of Bro. Jas. Wilkinson.

At the next meeting on the 7th of December, the committee report
favorably respecting Bro. Wilkinson, and he is admitted a member
af the Lodge. Nemon Pinckney was initiated. The following officers
were then elected for the ensuing year:

Wm. McDonnell Scott, Master.

Geo. Wallace, Jr., S. W.

Fred. Bates, J. W.
Jobn Askin, Jr., T.
R. G. Barde, Sec.
Rob. Abbott, S. D.
J. Wilkinson, J. D.

Dec. 21st, 1801. “ Emergency,” says the record, “convened by
order of the W. M. for the purpose of inquiring into the validity of
the late election of officers and other purposes.” ¢ An inquiry now
took place into the late election of officers, on a suggestion of unfair-
ness. After an ample investigation of the subject, the Lodge are
satisfied of the validity of said election.” Bros. Martin and Pinckney
were passed.

Deo. 27th, 1801. At this meeting Bro. Wallace was fined twelve
and one half cents for tardiness. “ Israel Ruland offers such reasons
for the non-payment of his Lodge accounts as to excite lenity.”

“The Apprentice’s Lodge removed for some time down stairs, to
give an opportunity for installing the officers elect. A Past Master's
Lodge was then opened, when Bro. Scott was installed Master accord-
ing to ancient custom. The W. M. Scott then proceeded to invest
his different officers.” “The Past Master's Lodge then closed, when
the Brethren then generally returned to the Hall to resume the labors
of the day as npprentwes.”

“The 'W. M., in order to solemnize the day so long honored by
Masons, addrensed 8 prayer to the Father of Nature, elegantly and
happily suited ‘to the anmversa.ry of our patron saint. The body

then formed and marched in procession to the house of Bro. Jos.
6—voL. IL NO. I

g and Stewards.
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Harrison where they partook of an entertainment very handsomely
provided, and that with much convivial harmony and flow of soud.
From thence about sunset we returned in orderly procession to our
Hall, closed the Lodge in charity and Brotherly love on an adjourn-
ment until the next regular Lodge night barring emergencies.”

On the 4th of Jan. 1802, Bros. Godfrey and Pinckney were raised.

On the 1st of Feb., Bro. Martin was raised, and at meetings, held
on the 1st of March and the &th of April, sundry excuses for absence
were given and accepted.

Masomic Femare Correce—Of all the charities of Masonry none
presents the Order in a more amiable light, than its efforts in behalf
of the education of the children of deceased Brothers. The Signet
and Journal brings us an account of the Fourth annual commence-
ment of the Southern Masonic Female College, situated at Marietta,
Ga., which took place June 23th and 24th. This institution is re-
presented as very flourishing, and rapidly establishing an enviable
reputation. The writer thus describes the present grounds and the
necessity for enlargement:

“ We have never seen a more beautifal and rural spot than the Col-
lege grounds. The fine well of limpid water, the old oaks, spanning
with their gigantic arms the entire campus, with the antique work-
manship of the College buildings—all these things combined give to
the place quite a picturesque and rural appearance, and make it a
place in which the fairies might delight to hold their moonlight revels.
But it appears that something still remains to be done before this

lot of classic ground, with its appendages will become a/ that the
raternity could desire.

With the intense interest manifested in the success of this favored
institution, and its increasing patronage, it is even now manifestly ap-
parent, that the buildings must be enlarged, or the prosperity of the
mstitution will be permanently checked. A want of more commodious
buildings was more apparent from the vast number of persons in at-
tendance who could not get to see or hear any portion of the com-
mencement exercises. ‘%ould it not be well for the Masonic Frater-
nity of Georgia to take this matter under scrious consideration, and
to devise ways and means by which to raise funds for the erection of
a chapel 7"

Let this and similar institutions stand as permanent answers to the
objections to Masonry based upon its exclusion of females from its
mystio ceremonies. “By their works ye shall know them,” applies
to bodies as well as to individuals, and proudly can the Order point
to these monuments of enlightened, well regulated benevolence, as

proofs of the benign influence of its precepts.
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LODGES IN THE WEST INDIES.

From the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of California at its last
communication, we gather some information relative to Lodges in the
West Indies.

There are at Honolulu, the principal island, two Lodges. A brief
history of each may be found in the following extract taken from a
communication addressed to the G. M. of California by Hawaiian
Lodge:

In the year 1843, a Brother named Le Tellier, then commanding a
French whale ship in this ocean, duly empowered by the Grand Counoil
of the 33d of France to institate Masonic Lodges in the Pacifio, in
places over which no other jurisdiction had previously been exten(ied,
granted a warrant to certain Brethren to open a Lodge in this city
under the name of “Le Progres de L’QOceanie.” For some years
this Lodge prospered and added to its list of members the names of
many of our first and most estimable citizens, being considered a
legitimate Lodge and legally constituted, which, indeed, it undoubted-
ly was. '

y About the year 1850 or 1851, reveral causes combined to break up
the Lodge, and it ceased to work or to meet; the warrant lay ne-
glected in the Lodge chest, and the Lodge was considered extinot.
This state of things continued for nearly two years, when, in 1852, a
namber of the old. members of the Lodge “Le Progres,” together
with & few recent comers, met and agreed to ask for the jurisdiction
of the State of California over these islands. For this purpose they
applied to the M. W. Grand Lodge of California for a dispensation to
open a Lodge, which was granted, and the following year they re-
ceived a charter under the name of Hawaiian Lodge, No. 21, which
is our present flourishing body. At the time of its formation, the old
members, then surviving, of “ Le Progres” formally made over the
jewels and appurtenances of that Lodge to the new one, and them-
selves became active members, to a man, of Hawaiian Lodge.

It appears that about a year and a half ago several members of
Hawaiian Lodge withdrew, and raking the old charter from the rub-
bish, organized under it and sent to France for a new charter or an
endorsement of their proceedings. The Hawaiian Lodge chose a
eommittee to examine the charter of the revived Lodge and ascertain
whether that body was regular. They subsequently made a report
respecting the documents shown them, from which we make an ex-
tract :

A paper empowering one Brother Le Tellier to establish, under
suthority and jurisdiction of the Supreme Council of France, Liodges
of Freemasons of the Scottish rite,'in such places as he might deem
useful and just, throughout the Pacific Ocean, wherever no other
Masonic jurisdiction at the time existed. This paper also gave him




36 THE ASHLAR.

the privilege of wearing, under certain circumstances and for certain

urposes, a flag with specified Masonic symbols and import. &e. It
gore a seal and several signatures, and purported to emanate from the
Supreme Council aforesaid; and it bore date (as nearly as we remem-
ber) in April, 1842

Another paper bearinalas signature the name of Bro. Le Tellier,
empowered certain Brethren to congregate and act as & Lodge of
Freemasons at Honolulu, the said Lodge to bear the distinctive ap-
pellation of % Le Progres de L’Oceanie.” This paper bore date (as
nearly as we remember) in March, 1843.

A third paper bearing also as signature the name of Bro. Le Tel-
lier, informed his Brethren of the ¢ Progress de 1'Oceanie” of the
favorable notice taken by the Supreme Council of his (Le Tellier's)
labors in the cause and propagation of Masonry in the Pacific Ocean.
It states also that the said Supreme Council had conferred upon him
(Le Tellier) the 30th degree in Masonry, as a token of their apprecia-
tion of his services rendered,

A fourth paper bore a seal and signatures, and purported to ema-
nate from the Grand Orient of France. This paper bore date (a8
pearly as we remember) in December, 1854, and appeared from its
tenor to be in answer to one received from the Brethren of the ¢ Pro-
gress de 1'Oceanie,” and contained substantially what we now write
from memory.

1t commenced by ackmowledging the receipt of a communication
(planche) addressed to the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the
(frand Orient of France, and then proceeded as follows:

“ The Grand Orient would be gratified to add another Subordinate
Lodge to its jurisdiction. But the warrant of constitution (/e pouwvoir
constitulif ), of which you have sent us a copy, does not emanate from
this body, whioh has the supreme control of all Masonry in France.
There exists in France another Masonic power whioh has created your
Craft (cree votre metier). We have therefore thought it our duty to
give no sequence to your request, until your wishes shall have been
more definitely expressed to us, &e., &e.”

On receiving the report of its committee, the Hawaiian Lodge
passed a resolution requesting its members not to visit the revived
Lodge till the decision of the Grand Master of California should be
given on its genuineness. A communication was addressed to the
Grand Master respecting the matter, which was laid before the Grand
Lodge of Oalifornia and referred to the Committee on Masonic Juris-
prudence. Their report fully sustains the action of Hawaiian Lodge,
and recommends a resolution, which was adopted, that all intercourse
between that body and Lodge “ Le Progres de L'Oceanie” be inter-
dioted. The ground on which the Committee rest their opinion that
the revived Lodge is clandestine or irregular, is the fact that it at one
time had not a single member, and therefore ceased to exist. This is

certainly sound ; but the Committee might, without overstepping its
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authority, have also stated that the source, whenoe the old charter
originated, was not such as is recognized at the present time as legiti-
mate. There is, as far as we know, but one genuine and regular
. Lodge in the West Indies, and that is Hawaiian Lodge, acting under
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of California.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEW GRAND LODGE IN
CANADA.

The ¢ Independent Grand Lodge of Canada of which W. M.
Wilson is Grand Master, held its first annual communication in the
city.of Hamilton on Wednesday, the 9th day of July last. We find -
an account of its proceedings in the Masonic Pioneer.

Representatives from thirty-two Lodges were present. David
Brown presented his credentials as representative of the Grand Lodge
of Vermont.

The Grand Master delivered a well written address, giving a brief
account of his doings. He recommends that action be taken to pro-
duce uniformity in the work, and suggests that a committee “take
into consideration and report upon the propriety of adding the ¢ mark’
to the Fellow Craft's degree.” He congratulates his Brethren on the
“ recognition” accorded them by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and
some of the Grand Lodges of the United States; says that the de-
cision of the Grand Lodge of England will not affect the validity of
the new Grand Lodge, and that no arguments, but * worthless and
specious” ones, have in any instance been adduced against the “cor-
rectness” and “ present constitutional position” of the new body. He
recommends that the members of Subordinate Lodges continue to
affiliate with those Masons in Canada who have not as yet seen fit to
recognize their action as legal, and expresses the opinion that Grand
Master Evans of New York must have been misinformed as to facts
when he wrote his letter condemning the “ Independent Grand Lodge.”
The address alludes to the circular of the Provincial Grand Lodge
respecting the new body, and says it is incorrect in its statements.

A constitution, reported by a committee, was adopted, after which
the following were elected officers: W. Mercer Wilson, G. M.;
A. Bernard, D. G. M.; J. H. Isaacson, G. 8. W.; Charles Magill,
G.J. W ; Rev. 8t. George Caulfield, G. C.; Wm. Bellbouse, G. T.;
T. B. Harris, G. R.; Jobn Osborne, G- S. An open vote having
been taken for Tyler, John Morrison was elected.
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A committee appointed to arrange the numbers of the warrants of
the affiliating Lodges, presented the following report, which was
adopted :

1. Social & Military Virtues, Montreal. 21. St. Thomas, ....... St. Thomas.
2. Niagara, .......... Niagara. 22. Brant, ............ Brantford.
3. Barton, ........... Hamilton. 23. Great Western, .... Windsor.
4. Union,.c.een eucenn.- Grimsby 24. Wellington, ....... Dunnville.
5. Norfolk, .ccavea.-. Simecoe. 25. Shefford,.......... ‘Waterloo.
6. Sussex, ...c.occn.-. Brockvillee  26. Vaughan, ......... Maple.
7 0Bt ~emeenns Dunham. 27. Harmony,......... Binbrook.
8. Golden Raule,...... Stanstead. 28. Wellington, ....... Stratford.
9. St. George,........ St. Catherine. 29. Hoyle,............ La Colle
10. Prince Edward, ... . Picton. 30. Acacia, ... .cca... Hamilton
11. Nelson,.o...cue.-. Clarenceville. 31. St. Andrew’s,...... Caledonia.
12. St. Andrew’s,......8t. Andrew’s. 32. Kilwinning,....... London.
13. St. George's, ...... Montreal. 33. Rehoboam,........ Toronto.
14. St. John's, ........ London. 34. Jacques Cartier, ... Montreal.
15, Zetland, .......... Montreal. 35. St. Francis, ....... Melbourne.
16. King Solomon, ....Toronto. 36. St. John's, ccu.... Ingersoll.
17. Strict Observance,. . Hamilton, 37. King,..ececue.....King.
18. 8t. John's, cccn.... Cayuga. 38. Victoria,.......... Sherbruoke.
19. Thistle,...........Amherstburgh.39. Alma, ...........Galt.
20. St.John’s, ........ Hamilton.

A report was made by “a committee on the address of the Grand
Master,” in which they endorse his sentiments.
Nothing else of importance was transacted.

Tue Power oF Frienpsaie.—The fortifying and motive power of
friendship is varied, immense and incxhaustible. It hasstrengthened
patriots to lay their lives on the altar of freedom and country. Its
glowing cordon was around Tell, and Furst, and Arnold, and their
compeers on the field of Grutli, when, breast to breast, in the shadow
of the Swiss Alps, they swore to free the canton from Austrian thral-
dom, or to die together. It has encouraged philosophers, poets,
artists, inventors in their rejected teachings and unappreciated labors.
The description, by his great disciple, of the last moments of the
poisoned sage, in his prison, amidst the group of admiring friends, is
an illustrative picture whose colors fade not with the sun of Athens,
and which the world will never let perish The public career of the
great souled Gracchus plainly owed its chief impulse to the ardent,
ever animating friendship of Caius Blosius. This communing en-
thusiasm still sustains the true and good when evil days come and
the persecutions of evil men prevail. It has ever been—while
humanity remains in man it ever will be—companionship to the
captive, wealth to the poor, impulse to the struggling, support to the
suffering, solace to the wretched, joy to the prosperous, and to all who
deeply know it an inspiring presence through life, and in death a hope
full of immortality — Wm. R. Alger. :
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SECRECY OF THE BALLOT.

In the faithful adherence to the principle of the secrecy of the
ballot lies the security of our Institution. Violate that, and you
remove the great safe-guard of the Order. It is not only the right,
bat the duty, of a member to cast a black ball whenever he is not
satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that the petitioner is worthy and
well-qualified ; and that ball he has a right to cast secretly and in
such a manner, that no one can know his act. Members cannot law-
fully or properly question each other as to their manner of balloting,
and any efforts to ascertain who caused the rejecotion, is wrong and
contrary to the great principle of our Institution.

In order to secure perfect secrecy,the mode of balloting in each
Lodge should be carefully considered. OQur attention has been di-
rected to this subject in our recent travels, and experience has taught
us that there is need of a reformation. In many Lodges the ballot
is taken in such a manner, that it is in fact no secret; the Senior
Deacon, or some other member near the box, can see the balls as they
are deposited. Either the boxes should be differently constructed,
or they should be placed on the altar and the ballots deposited there.
This mode is practised in several. Lodges in Michigan, and while it
facilitates operations, it secures perfect secrecy.

This subject should receive the careful consideration of Lodges.
It has been commented on in some jurisdictions by those high in author-
ity. “I deem it important,” says the Grand Master of Massachusetts,
“to call the attention of the Lodges to the matter of balloting for the
admission of candidates. First, as to the mode. This ballot is, and
i8 to be, strictly secret. It is the Mason’s great prerogative. It isa
right which every member enjoys, and which he is bound to exercise
faithfully, impartially and conscientiously. With him alone, rests the
responsibility of its use. This prerogative is of a two-fold character:
a Mason has a right to cast a ballot, which shall reject the application
of a candidate, but, moreover, he is entitled to do this in a manner
that shall be a profound secret to all his Brethren. This is another
and an important part of his privilege.

¢ The ballot is taken in some, and probably in most Lodges, in such
a manner that really it is not so secret at all. I would recommend
such a construction of the ballot boxes, as will make the ballot what
it is intended to be—profoundly secret to all persons, whatever.

“Tn this connection allow me to say further, that every member
should feel that the welfare of the Institution is in a great degree
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committed to his keeping, so far at least as the admission of candidates
involves its welfsre. The humblest member holds the key of the
door, in the form of a black ball, which is more effectual than bolts
and bars, or armed sentinels can be. On the other hand, they should
be watchful over themselves, that this great power be never exercised
by them under the impulse of unjustifiable motives.”

Without a proper arrangement of the ballot, it is a farce, and the
principle which has been sanctioned by immemorial usage, and on
which rests the security of M:sonry, is violated and set at nought.
Brother ! consider this matter; is your Lodge at fault? If so, seek
to apply the proper remedy.

. —— e ——

Frremasonry anp THE ArcHBisHOP OF DuBLmv—The Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Dublin has issued 8 pamphlet condemning
the Institution of Muon?y and prohibiting any of his church people
from belonging to the same under very severe penalties. The tract is
set forth as “ what every Christian must know.” In connection with
remarks on Freemasonry, it says: “ Mortal sin makes us lose the
grace and friendship of God, and burn forever in the fire of helL -* *
It is & mortal sin to be a member of a secret and forbidden society,
such as societies of Freemasons.”

The Evening Packet says: “It does not appear that any good
Masons have taken fright at this conflagatory decree from Paulus
Cullen, Archiepiscopus in Nulbibus; and they show sense. They
are not a perch nearer Pluto, because Dr. Cullen has designated them
to that entertaining gentleman. But we have to ask a question, and
it is this: why does not Dr. Cullen condemn to flame and brimstone
a certain society called ¢ The Ribbon? It is, we suppose, quite an
innocent affair, compared with the graceless compact of Freemasonry.
If Dr. Cullen is to be censidered the patron of the evil he omits to
censure, then Captain Rock and his meriie men are arohxopmoopdly
booked for Elysinm.”

It is exceedingly paradoxical for the clergy of the Roman Catbolic
Church to condemn the Institution of Masonry on aoccount of its
secrecy, when they approve of, and belong to, a secret society whose
character stands before the world in the most unenviable light. The
bulls and edicts issued by the popes and bishops against var Order,
in different parts of the world stand in full force to-day, never having
been recalled or annulled. They are weak and powerless, however,
to effect the purpose for which they were designed.
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Horvranp.—The Masons of Holland recently celebrated their one
hundredth annivessary under the presidency of Prince Frederio of the
Netherlands. A letter from the Hagne, which we find in an exchange,
says: “Four hundred Brothers sat down to a magnificent repast in
the great hall of the Lodge, a building erected in 1816, by Prince
Frederic, at an expense of £10,000, and rented by the Brethren.
Delegates attended on the part of the Freemasons of England, France,
Russia and several other States. On the health of the Prince Pres-
ident being proposed, a silver crown of exquisite workmanship was
presented to his Royal Highness, who, in responding to the toast,
pulled from his pocket the title deeds of the- Freemasons’ Hall above
alluded to, and, handing them to the Treasurer, begged the associated
Brethren to accept at his hands that magnificent building as a centen-
ary gift. Not an individual in the hall had been apprised of his
Royal Highness' intention, so that this munificent act excited as much
surprise as enthusiasm. It may be observed that Prince Frederic of
the Netherlands is the second son of the late King William of Hol-
land, and is one of the wealthiest, if not the wealthiest, man in the
Netherlands. He never interferes in political matters, having been
slighted by certain diplomatists in 1815, when he at once and for
ever withdrew from State business. He is & man of simple and re-
fined tastes, affable and courteous in demeanor, and respeoted by all.”

AwmericaN Aportive Rite.—We have given our views somewhat
at length respecting this spurious and pernicious system. The argu-
ments which we advanced, have not been answered, and as far as we
are aware, no attempt has been made to refute them. As far as we
can learn, in this section the new degrees meet with little favor, and
they are generally discountenanced. They are upheld by few of the
Masonic journals in this country. Biro. Moore, of the Cincinnati Re-
view, has attacked them without gloves, and throws the influence of
his widely circulated periodical against them. Bro. Hyneman, of the
Mirror & Keystone, says in a Jate number of his paper that he * will
in a very short time have something to say in reference to the ¢ Ame-
rican Adoptive Rite,' and that he is “ in possession of a copy pf ¢ the
Mosaic Book,” which clearly proves its object to subvert the very
foundations of Freemasonry.” It is our intention at an early day to
say more on the subject.

L3~ Bro. Wm. H. Drew, of Buffalo, N. Y., has been elected
Grand Leoturer'in his jurisdiction.
6—voL. I1. NO. I.
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DIED.

Bro. Wesron: PonTiac, August 2, 1856.
Dear Sir :—At a special communication of Pontiac Lodge, No.
21, of Free and Accepted Masons, held at the Masonic Hall in the
village of Pontiac, Oakland Co., Mich., August 2, 1856, the follow-
ing preamble and resolutions were reported and unanimously adopted :

Whereas, It has %eued the Supreme Ruler of the Universe in the dispensa-
tion of His Divine Providence, to call from this life our worthy and beloved
Brother Perxe D. MaxzLey; and :

Whereas, We deem the occasion sp%roprixh to the expression ef the senti-
menta of affection entertained for him by every member of this Order who en-
{:)yed his acquaintance while living, and especially those of the Lodge to which
e belonged, and of which he was an active member; therefore

Rasolved, That in the death of Bro. MaxxrLEY Wwe recognize that imscrutable
wisdom, which, while it removes from our midst an esteemed Brother, from
the domestic circle a kind husband and indulgent father, from society a valu-
able citizen and good neighbor, admonishes us not onll of the uncertain tenure
of life, but of the uﬁlityegfthe tical virtues which he exhibited in his daily
intercourse with the world, and in his attachment and devotion to the principles
of his profession a8 & man and & Mason.

IIus;ed. That as members of this Lodge we offer our condolence and sym-

thy in their sore affliction to the bereaved family and friends of our deceased

rother, and that, in compliance with his special request and in discharge of
the duty imposed by considerations of brotherly love and esteem, we will now
Emeet:iyin a body to pay the last tribute ot respect to his memory, prescribed
y the of our ancient and honorable Order.

Rssolved, That a coj)y of the fore‘going reamble and resolutions be furnished
by the Secretary, under the seal of this ge, to the family of the deceased,
and also to the editor of Trx Asmrnar, with the uest that he publish the
same, JOHNSON A. CORBIN, X

On the 3d of August 1856, at the residence of Hon. B. Wood-
worth, of inflammation of the bowels, FANNIE ANNA, only daughter
of Bro. Androw J. Cummings and his wife Fannie E. Cummings,
aged sixteen months and twenty-three days. The funeral was at-
tended by Bro. G. B. Engle of Port Huron. It was the evening of
a lovely day emblematical of the calm decease and peaceful life of
the departed oherub; the summer sun was quietly setting, when the
inanimate remains, still beautifal in death, were deposited to mingle
with their kindred earth at the foot of an evergreen, whose perennial
verdure will typify her memory cherished in the hearts of her mourn-
ing but‘trusting parents,

RAISED.

In Detroit Lodge, No. 2, from May 10th to July 26th: Geo.
Kinney, Albert T. Vreeland, B. Rush Bagg, De Witt C. Nichols,
John Stevenson, William Curtis and Peter Babillion.




EDITOR’S TABLE.

To ras Frarernrry.—~We now present you with the first number of the
seoond volume of Tur Assrar. The work has been successfully carried
through one year. As in the beginning, it needs a ready support to make it
live and flourish. Our best and untiring efforts shall be given to make it
worthy of patronage; but our endeavors will be vain if not seconded by the
substantial aid of the Craft. Brother, do you think that a Masonic work
ought to be published and supported? If so, is it not a duty to subseribe
for Tre Asmuax, unless prevented by poverty? Let every reader meriously
consider this and act as the best interests of Masonry require. Brother, if
you think this periodical should be sustained, subscribe for it and get others
to do the same. In this way you can materially advance its interesta We
must, to a certain extent, rely upon the kind services of our friends in different
localities, and we look to them now with hope and confidence. Two doliars
are not much for each individual to pay, and yet the aggregate of many such
small sums is to the proprietor a great help. Be kind enough, Brethren,
to consider this fact and impress it upon the minds of gthers, and oblige us
by doing what you can to advance the cause.

Exoesz our Apsence.—We are obliged o give personal attentions to renew-
ing subscriptions and getting up a list for the present year. This necessarily
causes us to leave the editorial chair for three or four weeks at a time, and to
intrust to other hands the preparation of a portion of the matter which appears
in THE AsarLAR. We must, therefore, ask our readers to excuse any deficiencies
arising from our absence. In the course of two or three months, at the longest,
‘we expect to be at home as “ much as usual,” and shall bestow upon our work
more editorial labor than our present duties will admit of

Mazx Drorxx.—At its recent communication in March, the Grand Lodge of
England declsred that the « degree of Mark Masonry is not at variance with
Oraft Masonry, and that it be added thereto under proper regulations.” It
will be conferred between the second and third degrees.

Drrrorr Crry Dmzorory.—J. D. Johnson will, in a few days, issud & mew
edition of his Detroit Directory for the current year. He has been at mmch
pains and expense to make his work accurate. It will contain about three
hundred pages and embrace a large amount of statistical matier of interest to
every one who wishes to gain, information respecting the Peningular State or
its beautiful City of the Straits. Let every one who desires light on these sub-
jects, obtain a copy.
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Visrrs Amone THE BrerEREN.—Since the date of our correspondence at Ionis
we have visited the following named places:

LowzLL.—We stopped in but a few minutes while the stage-passengers took
dinner, and met Bro. C. 8. Hooker, an old friend of Masonry.

Gzaxp Rarme.—A tedious ride over a very dusty, dirty road carried us to
this place. It is one of the most flourishing cities in the State, being next to
Detroit, we are informed, in population. Its growth has been rapid and is still
continuing. There are now in the process of erection, three or four large brick
blocks beside a large number of dwelling houses and smaller buildings. Every
thing bears the marks of energy and prosperity. The people are active and
busy, and a lazy man cannot be found. The people are looking forward to the
completion of the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad, in the course of a year or
a year and a half, which will make a direct and easy communication between
the City of the Straits and Grand Rapids. In this thriving place, Masonry
flourishes, and numbers among its active and zealous members, Bros. D. B.
Lyon, W. L. Mills, D. 8. Leavitt and others. The new Encampment, of which
K. T. Leavitt is G. C., is doing exceedingly well in every respect.

EKavanazoo.—We left Grand Rapids at 5 o’clock P. M. in the stage and ar-
rived at the Burdick House in K., kept by Bro. Lacey, at 5 o'clock A. M., after
a cold and tedious ride. Here we visited the new Encampment which is in
the full tide of prosperity under the guidance of such K. 1'.'s as Geo. W. Lusk,
G. C. 2nd W. C. Ransom, Gen. This is one of the most beautiful places in
Michigan, and its fame in this respect has spread far and wide.

BarrrLe Crezx.—We were disappointed in not meeting that old and tried
Mason, J. G. Goff. We are indebted to Bro. H. D. Hayword for personal atten-
tions. We were not able to remain long in this delightful city, but saw a large
number of the Brethren, among whom we may appropriately mention as active
and worthy members, E. Sprague and Wm. 8. Pease.

Paw Paw.—Here we tarried put three hours, which were pleasantly spent
under the guidance of Bro. Simmons. The Oraft here is in a good condition.

Dowagiac.—We vigited the Lodge at this place. Work was well done in the
third degree. Bro. P. D. Beckwith, W. M., gives much time and attention to
Masonry, and is worthy the confidence reposed in him by his Brethren.

Nm.za—We met Broa. Landon, W. M., Wm. Graves, Henry Rounds, and
other warm-hearted members of the Order. Bro. McOmber, G. T., we did not
see, which was a matter of regret to us. There are a Chapter and a Lodge in
this place. Both are doing well.

Miomrean Crry.—We spent a short time in this city and had the pleasure of
forming the acquaintance of Bros. Sammons, De Groff, H. R. Smith, and others
who are far from being rough ashlars in the temple of Masonry. From this
place we went to Chicago, but as we intend to visit that city again soon, we
omit a gotice ot it now.

Tax Pexmesvraz Journaz oF Mzpiorns anp CorraTERAL Sorxoxs for August
is upon our table, filled with its usual amount of original and selected reading,
interesting both to the professional and non-professional man. The Journal
ghould, and probably does, enjoy, as it deserves, a liberal support and an ex-
cellent reputation. Issued monthly, $2 per year.

-~
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Ornions or THx Prrss.—Our thanks are due to the Pemsnswler Advocate
for the following kind expressions in our bebalf. Whenever the notices of
our contemporaries pass without acknowledgment, we trust they will impute it
to our modesty, and not to indifference:

Tax Asarae.—We have received the August number of this most deserving

iodical, which completes the first volume of its publication. Thus far it has

n more succeesful could have been expected under the discouragements
with which it had to contend at the start; and now that it has so nobly
survived the most trying period of iis existence, we have every assurance that
the “ Brethren of the mystic tie” will give it the liberal support, it so richly
merits. In point of editorial ability, judicious management and zpognplueal
skill, it is a credit to the press of the State, and as an auxillary to the Institution
of Masonry, its efforts will prove of great service in giving it tone and character,
it the present judicious management is continued, as we have every reason to
believe that it will be.

Terms §2 per annum. Addrees ALLyx Wxsrox, Detroit, Mich.

¥ For my part, I confees I have not the heart to take an offending man
or woman from the general crowd of sinful, erring beings, and judge them
harshly. The little 1 have seen of the world and know of the history of man-
kind, teaches me to look upon the errors of others in sorrow, not anger. When
I take the history of one poor heart that has sinned and suffered, and represent
to myself the struggles and temptations it has passed, the briet pulsations of
joy, the feverish inquietude of hope and fear, the tears of regret, the feebleness
of purpoee, the pressure of want, the desertion of friends, the scorn of the world
that has but little charity, the desolation of the soul's sanctuary, and threaten-
ing voice within, health gone, even hope that stays longest with us, gone, I
have little heart for aught else but thankfuluess that it is not so with me, and
would fain leave the erring soul of my fellow-being with Him from whose hand
it came,
“ Even as a little child,
Weeping and laughing in its childish sport.” [ Home Journal.

" Go to the grave of buried love and meditate. There settle the aceount
with thy conscience for every past benefit unrequitted, every past endearment
unregarded. Console thyself if thou canst with this simple, yet fatile tribute
of regret, and take warning by this, thine unavailing sorrow for the dead, and
hence forward be more faithful— Waskington Irving.

" The Triennial Assembly of the General Grand Encampment of the
United States of America will take place at Hartford, in the State of Connecti-
cut, on Tuesday the 9th day of September next, at 12 0’clock, Meridian, in con-
formity with the G. G. Constitution.

¥ The Triennial Meeting of the General Grand Encampment of the
United States of America will take place at Hartford, in the State of Connecti-
cut, on Tuesday the 9th day of September next, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon,
in conformity with the G. @. Constitution.

" Graham's Illustrated Monthly Magasine for September is upon our
table, well filled with its usual variety.
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Busorzas DizmoTorY or TE STaTE.—We have received from Bro. H. Hun-
tington and Jas. Sutherland a circular announcing the publication of a business
directory of the Btate of Michigan. It will embrace, says the circular, the
names of mechanics, merchants and professional men in every village aud town
in every county in the Btate, together with a complete direclory of Detroit
Oity. It will also contain the names of Post Offices and Post Masters; the
names of the present United States Officers, Michigan State Officers, &c. It
will also contain a table of distances on the railroads leading from Detroit, and
a short history of each county, Every other page will be ornamented with
business cards. The work will be issued at an early day.

¥ The printed proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Indiana, held at
Shelbyville in May last, have come to hand. The address of the Grand Master
P. congratulates the Companions on the prevalence of order and prosperity in
that body. Dispensations for ten new Chapters have been granted during the
year, and the number of Subordinate Chapters is now thirty-six. Number of
admissions during the year 335; number of exaltations 77. Whole number of
contributing members 1108.

" “Absurd!” exclaimed Bro. Shelton. “How can we be the Brothers of
Kings?” :

“ Because,” said Bro, Bell, ~a king, like ourselves, is but 8 man ; and though
a crown may adorn his head, and a aceptre his hand, yet the blood in his veins
is derived from the commou pareat of mankind, and is no better than that of
his meanest subject. But Freemasonry teaches us to regard our superiors with
peculiar esteem when we see them divested of external grandeur, and condes-
cending, in a badge of innocence and bond of friendship, to trace wisdom, and
to follow virtue, assisted by those who are of a rank beneath them. Virtuoe is
true nobility; wisdom is the channel by which virtue is directed and conveyed;
wisdom and virtue orly can distinguish us as Masons.—Rev. of a Square.

Bro. Hrvzuan's Faex.—We have received a likeness of Bro. Leon Hyne-
man, of the Mirror & Keystone, impressed on paper through “the medium of
the rays of old sol.” It is an excellent picture and shall henceforth adorn our
sanctum.

@ “SBuccess prompts to exertion, and habit facilitates success. Habit alao
gives promptness, and the soul of dispatch is decision. One may write a book
or paint a picture, while another is deliberating about a plant or a time-page.
The more we do, the more we can do. If we go forward with spirit and con-
fidence, we shall succeed. The best are idle half the time, and he who does
nothing, renders himself incapable of doing anything, while capacity is in-
vigorated by occasions of necessity. Our expenditure of intellectual wealth
makes us rich, and we acquire ideas by imparting them.”

™ “Our jewels or ornaments imply that we try our affections by justice
and our actions by truth, as the square tries the workmanship of the mechanic."
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MASONRY AND POLITICS.

We live in a republic. The people elect the officers who administer
the government. The right of suffrage is very generally extended,
and all classes of citizens take an icterest in political contests. Par-
ties and sections are numerous. Every practicable effort to advance
its interests and measures, is made by each. Newspapers, pamphlets
and other reading matter are sent broad cast through the land. Pub-
lic speakers, eloquent and ardent, address large concourses of people.
Zeal begets zeal ; excitement is, as it were, contagious, and becomes
general. Such is always the case in important elections, and results
from the nature of our government and the condition of our people.
Is it strange that amid the heat of the battle, the passions of men
should become aroused; 3nd feelings of enemity be created and fos-
tered between the members of opposing parties? Not to expect such
a result, would be placing far greater confidence in human nature

than experience will warrant.
J—voh. I1. NO. IL
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Wo are in the midst of a heated political contest—in the midst of
bitter party strife. The dust of the approaching battle begins to
rie in our eyes; the clamor and tramp of the forces, marshalling for
the couflict, are heard on eviry side, and our ears are filled with the
war ories which far and near urge on the excited hosts. At this time,
we have, as Masons, a solemn duty to purform—a duty which cannet
be neglected or violated without serious injury to our Institution.

The chief characteristic of Masonry is the freedom which it allows
to its members in religion and politics. With regard to these matters,
each one is left to act as his judgment and conscience may direct. He
adopts his own views, and Masoory neither inquires, nor knows, nor
seeks to know, what they are; on this point, she has no more coucern
than she has respecting the taste with which her mewbers dress, or
the style of garment each may wear. These are matters with which
she bas no business, and of which she takes no cognizance.

Free to act as we deem best for the public welfare, we should not,
amid the excitement of the contest calculated to create bitter animos-
ities, forget the great virtues and holy precepts inculted by our In-
stitution ; we should ever bear in mind the principles on which it is
founded, and that we are “linked together by an indissoluble chain
of sincere affection.” The way is straight, the path is plain, whatever
political views we may espouse. Kerr Masonry anp PorrTios a-
Part; let them have no connection, however distant! Remember
when you visit the Lodge room, that “no private piques or quarrels
—far less quarrels about religion, or nations, or State policy” ean
exist there with safety to our Order. At the door, we must lay
aside all our differences—Ilet them rest in silence and forget them for
the time, and mingle like Brothers on the ground floor, in the middle
chamber, or the sanctum, on a common level, united for a great and
glorious object. How beautiful and beart-cheering is such a sight!
Brother | you, like ourselves, can behold it and know its influence.
From the flerce strife, men, all flushed with party rancor—rivals and
strenuous opponents in the political contest—come up to the entrance
of the porch ;—their flushed countenances become composed ; the spirit
of opposition manifested in the eye grows dim; the hands active in
gesticulation but a moment before, as the indices of opposing thoughts,
olasp each other with a warmth which flows only from the heart; no
angry debate is heard, no word of disrespeot escapes from the lips of
any; all is tranquil and calm—a unity of sympathy and desires, and
as each listens to the teachings of Masonry and feels their benign
influence, he forgets that there is any strife without, all is 80 peace-
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ful and unanimous within. Such a scene is the strongest evidenoe of
the benefit and purity of Massoury ; such a scene is one of ber proudest
tropbies. This state of things shounid be witnessed in every Lodge.
Where it does not exist, some one has been false to his trust, some
ono has disregarded the principles of the Institution, and through
ignorance, carclessness, malice or misguided seal, seeks to infliot &
blown, when he should be actuated only by feelings of reverence and

gratitude.
The subject under consideration is one of vast importance. It

claims the attention of every Mason, however interested and busy he
may be in the political world; he cannot slight it without doing in-
justioe to the Institution and injury to himself. Qur duty eallsupon
us to warn you, Brethren, against the danger which, there is reason
to fear, may result from such a state of public affairs as the present.
Wae cannot do better, in enforcing our views, than to call your atten-
tion to the following sentiments strongly, bat appropristcly expressed
by that veteran Masonis editor, Bro. Moore of the Freemasons
Magazine :

It is in times like the present—when the political world is agitated
to its centre—when friends and neighbors are arrayed against each
other on some abstract principle of government, or social reform—
that there is immineat danger that the broad and conservative prin-
ciples of our [nstitution may be forgotten, or in moments of excite-
ment disregarded, and the nn{ry elements of discord introduced where
should dwell only fraternal kindness and pesce. It is against this
danger—never more imminent than now—that we wouid caution our
Brethren everywhere, and remind them, in the lan, of Masonry,
that “ no private piques or quarrels must be brought within the door
of the Lodgo, far less any quarrels about religion, or nations, or State
policy,” or *politics, as what never yet oonduced to the welfare of
the Lodge, nor ever will” Masonry admits not of sectional, political
or eoclesiastical distinctions; and its followers, in the same tolerant
apirit, should everywhere and under all circumstances rise superior to
private prepossessions, to local prejudices and distinctions, and % blend
their affect.ons in the mutual endearments of brotherhood and chari-
ty.” It is ouly by an earnest and determined persistence in enforcing
& striot obedienoe to the wise command of the Masonio fathers, that
we can hope to esoape the storm wich is now n%;ng with mad violence
around us. Masonry and politics cannot dwell together. There is
no affinity between them. The temhinlfs of history in other lands
abundantly illustrate this sassertion. All past experience proves that
whenever the bad n;)irit of politics has guined admission within the
Lodge, the genius of Masoury has retired behind the veils It will
always be 80. And be who with reckless hands would open the door
to it, or countenance its admission, can be regarded only as a traitor
to his obligations and an enemy to the Institution.
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Those who ocsnnot follow such injunotions, who cannot remember,
and aot in accordance with, the fundamental principles of Masonry,
who cannot cherish the spirit which is inculcated by all ber teachings,
should remain away from the Lodge room; they have mno right to
tread upon its floor with polluted feet and unholy thoughts; they
cannot do so without wilfully disregarding the most solemn, moral
obligations ever assumed by man.

The duty referred to, we regard as plain and simple, and one which
every Brother can readily understand and perform. Not of a more
serious nature, but one requiring more care and attention, is the duty
encumbent on Masons in their daily intercourse. Strenuous each may
be in the advocacy of his political views; to the principles of his
party, he may be attached with an undying devotion; his Brother,
he may oppose and fight in the political arena, with a courage and
determination that challenge the admiration of all;—but let him do
it all in the spirit of Masonry; let him ever remember that *honest
differences” of opinion on the most important questions of political
economy and “ State policy” have always existed among the best and
purest men, and probably always will exist; let him attribute to his
Brother the same sincerity of purpose, the same lofty aim, the same
disingenuous love of country and the same exalted patriotism, which
he claims for himself. If in the excitement and turmoil—the heat of
the raging contest, his passions and prejudices become excited and
betray him into expreasions of enmity toward members of the Frater-
nity, if at such times the gall of bitter animosity springs up in his
beart and causes him to say to his Brother, “I am better than thon”
—let such sentiments and expressions die with the hour that called
them forth; let them, like the Indian’s tomahawk, be buried and for-
gotten. Keep them within the bounds of the political arena, and les
them not disturb private and social relations. Not only to sustain
the principles of Masonry and accomplish the object for which it is
designed, is this necessary; it is vitally important for the welfare of
the individual and the proteetion of the character of our time-hallowed
society. By cultivating fraternal relations and “ promoting each other's
welfare,” each one holds & check upon his prejudices, and keeps his
passions within due bounds; within himself, he cherishes a spirit that
counteracts the pernicious influence of strong political excitement. He
cannot, therefore, by a striot adherence to Masonic principles and the
practioe of its tenets, but be & better man socially, morally and polit-
ieally; he caunot but exert a powerful sway in harmonizing the dis-
oordant elements of the times, and bringing to a quiet and peaceful
issue the animated struggle.
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No Mason ahould forgot the character of our Institution—its lofti-
pess and purity. Upon him rests an individual responsibility to pro-
tect it unharmed—without even a blot or shadow. He stands before
the world as an example of its benign power. If he is false to its
precepts—if he treats his Brother with bitterness, and entertains
toward him feelings of hatred—if he does not join in promotirg his
welfare—if he gives lose reins to his passions, and permits them to
trinmph in his intercourse with members of the Order, say the pro-
fane: % Behold ! such are the results of the much boasted Institution
of Masonry, such are its members—hostile and belligerent toward
each other in social and private intercourse!” What Mason could
listen to such remarks, especially if they be true, without feelings of
shame and degredation? What Mason could listen to them, without
feeling keenly the rebuke, and acknowledging that he had been faith-
less to the great trust reposed in him ?

The ivfluence of Masonry in a country like this, will, if its members
be faithful, prove a powerful engine in allaying internal discord and
contention, in strengthening the fundamental institutions of the coun-
try, and in maintaining and perpetuating the government; it will
prove a powerful ongine in causing this glorious Union to progress,
a8 it has progressed, in peace, prosperity and oivilization, till none
shall consider it an unsaccessful experiment, but all—even kings and
princes—shall acknowledge that its political system is the best on the
face of the earth. Ponder these things, Brethren, at the present
time, and pounder diligently. It is the hour of trial, of temptation,
that tries our Institution as well as you individually. Be consider-
ate; be guided by the light of reason; go to the Lodge in that spirit
which will enable you to truly meet your Brother on the level ; greet
him in social and private intercourse with fraternal regard. Do this,
and no shock will impede the progress of Masonry, no clouds will
lower over her peaceful course, no reproaches will fall upon her bead.
8he will continue to glide on smoothly, breathing a spirit of charity
and love, and emitting in her course an atmosphere that will cause
all who breathe it, to look upon her as the hand-maid of progress and
civilization. That the present crisis may evince the sincerity of
Brethren and their faithfulness to the principles of our ancient society,
is our fervent prayer |

L3 “ The chief point in Masonry is to endeavor to be happy
ourselves, and communicate that happiness to others.”
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HOPE.

[sELEOTED.]

With soft, subdued and tremulous roar,
The blue waves lap the silent shore,
Beyond whose marge, in languid calm,
Flowers drink the breath of summer balm.

The fretting sunlight softly falls

On the fuam'n slumbering coronals,
And syren songs, in whispered glee,
Float inland from the blue-lipped ses.

Afar the mystic cadence swells,

As evening notes from swinging bells;
And all the passing waves of air

Thrill with the murmur sweet and rare.

A distant vessel glides along;

I catch the merry sailors’ song;
I see the pennors flap and play,
As still ghe steals along the bay.

But, as the evening faint and fair

Comes nun-like through the fields of air,
And sinks into the Jap of night,

The vessel slowly fades from sight.

8o when the purpling splendors pale,
And faith amr s;ght mggther ftil?d
Hope, like the vessel in the bay,

Oft fades in trembling gloom away.

WISDOM, STRENGTH, BEAUTY.

In our issue of the 20th ultimo, when expressing our views relative
to the proper mode of clothing a F. C., we stated that “everything in
Masonry was symbolic and intended to convey a moral lesson, or to
remind us of the habits of those who first wrought on our Temple ;"
we will now add, as also, to emblematically remind us of the su-tain-
ing power of Him to whose honor and glory our Lodges bave been
erected; for, to use the language of Hutchinson, “remembering the
wonders in the beginning, we, claiming the auspicious countenance of
heaven on our virtuous deeds, assume the figures of the Sun and Moon
as emblematic of the great Light of Truth discovered to the first men,
and thereby implying that, as true Masons, we stand redeemed from
darkuess, and are become the Sons of Light, acknowledging in our
profession our adoration of Him who gave light unto His works.
Let us, then, by our practice and oconduct in life, show that we carry
our emblems worthily.”
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Now, to carry our emblems worthily, we must understand their
emblematic or symbolic meaning, and there are none which, we think,
may be deemed more essential to understand, than the sapports of
our Lodge, and that it is essentially necessary they should be under-
stood emblematically and symbolically; for Preston says: “ To begin
well is the most likely means to end well; and it is justly remarked,
that when order and method are neglected at the beginning, they will
be seldom found to take place at the end.” As a Lodge is ssid to
extend from East to West, and between North and South, so “the
Universe is the temple of the Deity whom we serve. Wisdom, strength
and beauty are about his throne, as the pillars of his works; for his
wisdom i8 iofinite, his strength is in omnipotence, and deruty stands
forth through all his creation in symmetry and order. He hath
stretched forth the heavens as a canopy, and the earth he hath planted
as his footstool; he crowns his temples with the stars, as with a dis-
dem; the sun and moon are messengers of his will, and all his law is
concord. The pillars supporting the Lodge are representative of
those divine powers.” But how many of our readers—even of those
who have been ealled on to preside over Lodges, and have thereby
become rulers in our Israel—take more than a superflcial view of
their supports, without which no Lodge can exist? How many have
any knowledge of the emblematic meaning of the pillars of Wisdom,
Strength and Beauty, or for & moment imagine that the imitials of
these three words, in Hebrew, give the name applied to the Deity by
us. Yet this is so, and to use the language of one of our ripest
scholars and most distinguished writers in Masonry, we would say:
4 8o striking is the ooincidence that we are not surprised that doubts
have been expressed whether it is an aceident or intentional on the
part of those who first introduced these attributes into the Lodge.”
We will exemplify what we mean:

Dabar, n=~, is the Hebrew word for Wisdom.

Os, 13, is the Hebrew word for Strength.

Gomer, Wy, is the Hebrew word for Beauty.

Now take the initials of these three words in the original, v, v, 5,
and spell them backward, from left to right, as in the Hebrew, and we
find G, O, D, as the archetype of that Wisdom, Strength and Beauty,
which sustain and support a Masonic Lodge, and whose name is thus
formed by the initials of these three attributes.—Mirror & Keystone.

L3 It is useless for Masons to inonleate the teachings of our
Order by words, if their own actions do not correspond therewith.
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GRAND CHAPTER OF WIBCONSIN.

This body met at Watertown on the 6th day of February last, M.
E. Heory 8. Baird G. H. P. In his address he thus alludes in ap-
propriate terms to the stability of Masonry:

‘While the political condition of the world is constantly undergoing
changes ; while new dynasties are being formed and old ones for-
gotten ; while Kingdoms are converted into Republics, and Kings
and Emperors become fugitives: Masonry stands unchanged and un-
ohangeable. She alone of all human institutions has withstood the
rathless hand of time, resisting, not with force, but with firmness, the

ower of persecution and the efforts of her enemies to destroy her.
i‘ounded on a Rock of Adamant, supported by the pillars of Wisdom,
Strength and Beauty, her Towers reach the highest Heavens, and she
stands, amid the general ruin of all sublunary institutions, a monu-
ment of her own antiqnity and durability. At no period in modern
times has Masoury been in a more prosperous and favorable condition
than at present, when, in the midst of the general prosperity of our
common country, she maintains her procd and lofty position., Let
us, Companions, by assiduity in our several stations, by the observance
of the landmarks, and by the faithful discharge of the duties incul-
cated by our Order, sustain and promote this prosperity and secure
the approbation of the just and good.

Comp. A. D. 8mith, in pursuance of the order of the Grand Chapter,
presented to M. E. Past Grand High Priest Luther M. Tracy a jewel
which bad been voted to him by the Chapter.

A report of the Commitiee on Foreign Correspondence was sab-
mitted. It contains little of interest to those out of the jurisdiction,
beiog principally a review of the proceedings of other bodies. We
observe that the name of the Past Grand High Priest of Michigan
is printed Wm. L. Grunby, instead of Wm. L. Greenly.

The following are the officers for the current year: Rufus Delos
Pulford, G. H. P.; Henry L. Palmer, D. G. H. P.; Daniel Howell,
G. K.; John Bullen, G. 8.; Jobn Hawkins Rountree, G. T.; Wm.
R. Smith, G. 8.

There are in the jurisdiction eleven Chapters with about three
hundred and fifty members.

L The reﬂecting man is cautious, how he takes a step, and it
is not indifferent to him whether they are directed to the East or
West, North or South. His desire is to be continually progressing,
and he does progress, even though he is compelled occasionally to
wait, or even taken a by-path. But to him the three grand steps
which symbolically lead from this lifé unto the source of all know-
ledge, are of the utmost importance. He advances with a firm step,
and he never turns back. GADICKE.
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For the Ashlar.
DISQUALIFICATIONS FOR INITIATION.

The present article will be devoted to a brief exposition of the prin-
cipal causes which disqualify a candidate for imitiation. Without
further prelimi remarks, I will enter upon the subject, and con-
sider

1. Physical Disgualifications.

The candidate must be a man; mo woman can be made a Mason.
While the Institution in its extended charity has regard for the wel-
fare and oharacter of the wives, danghters and other fomale relatives
of ite members, yet it wisely prohibits any female from being made
acquainted with its mysteries. 'While woman is exempted from all
_the duties and obligations of membership, she is yet permitted to
share in its benefits. Masonry has in all ages been the guardian of
woman and her protector when death has desolated her fireside.

The regulation, however, which provides that the candidate must
be a man, has & much wider signification, and is not confined in its
operation to the exclusion of females. The candidate must be a whole
and perfect man, i. e. he must be possessed of all the essential organs
and members which constitute a hale and uptight man. A man who
has lost his arm, cannot be made a Mason, for how can he worZ seeing
he lacks so important a member? It will be equally apparent to the
reader, that a person who has bad the misfortune to loose a leg, cannot
be initiated. How could such a person be taught to approach the
**#¢ or be made a Mason in due form. An eye and an ear are also
essential ; the candidate must see and hear. A mute, for similar
reasons understood by every intelligent Brother, is disqualified. In
short, the candidate must not only not be a woman, but he must also
be & man possessed of all the essential members of a man which are
either useful for work, or necessary for defence and relief. This
principle is incorporated in the Book of Constitution of the Frater-
nity in South Carolina: “ Every person desirous of obtaining ad-
mission, must also be upright in body, not deformed or dismembered
at the time of making application, but of hale and entire limbs, as a
man ought to be.”

The candidate must be free born. This is one of the most ancient
and binding of the tenets of our Fraternity. No slave or one born &
slave can be made & fres andl accopted Mason.

8—VoL. IL NO. IL.
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2 Mental Qualifications.

The candidate must be of lawful age; this pertains to the mentsl
qualifications of candidates, which class of qualification will now be
considere |

What is the lawful age, must be determined by the laws of the
oountry where the candidate resides, and where the Lodge is situated.
The age of majority has been variously established in different coun-
tries. In the United States the limit of non-age is fixed at twenty-
one years, under which age all persons are regarded as infanis, not
capable of entering into any binding compact, or of engaging in busi-
ness on their own account. In France the age of majority was
formerly fixed at twenty-five years, but by the Code Napoleon it was
reduced to twenty-one. By the civil law the age of majority is
twenty-five years.

An idiot, a madman or a fool cannot be made a Mason for ressons
too plain to need illustration. There is a distinction, however, be-
tween a madman and idiets and foola. The latter are born thus, their
affliction is permanent, and the disjualification therefore attaches to
them through life. Madness, on the contrary, is an evil which some-
times overtakes the most powerful minds, and it may be but tempo-
rary. Madness will only exclude a candidate so long as it lasts; but
the cure must be perfect and permanent. A periodical madman, one
who is afflicted with mania at periodical times, cannot be made a
Mason even in a lucid interval; for in a moment his madness may
return, and the reputation and mysteries of the Order thus be ex-
posed to great danger.

A person, bowever, who has been insane, and who has entirely re-
covered, 8o that there is no ressonsble expectation that he will again
relapse into manis, is not thereby disqualified. The greater caution
must nevertheless be used in all sueh cases, and the epinion of those
learned in the diseases of the mind carefully consulted.

An old man in his dotage cannot be made a Mason. The reason
for this prohibition is apparent to all.

The question, however, may be asked, how old must a man be in
order to be disqualiied? The answer to this question will be found
in the fact that it is not the age alone which disqualifies, but the
present actual condition of the mind and body. No matter how
old the candidate may be, provided he is still hale in body, and is yet
possessed of sound memory and discretion. A sound mind in a sound
body .is all that is required.

Agreeably to an ancient tenet of our Order, no atheist can be made
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& Mason. 'This regulation is founded upon the presumption that he
who does uot believe in God, is not capable of taking any soleman and
binding ebligation. This rule for a long time and until late years,
also prevailed in all courts of justice. An atheist was not considered
& competent witness,. Whether this presumption be founded in right
reason and facts or not, it is unnecessary for me here to inquire, it
being a well settled and ancient regulation of Masonry that no atheist
oan be admitted.

I propose, however, to make a few remarks upon the nature of the
faith required. The requirement is simply faith in God. It goes ne
farther, it demands nothing more. By faith in God is intended simp-
ly, “ delief in a superior power to which the candidate holds him-
self responsible for his acts.” Masonry does not define the character
or attributes of the God in which it requires us to believe. All men,
with few exceptions, believe in a God. 1t is only when they begin to
define their idea of a God, that they begin to differ. Now there are
as many definitions of the idea of a God as there are creeds in the
world.

The Jews believe in God, so do the Christians; but the latter also
believe in the divinity of Christ, which the former deny. The Jewish
and the Christian definitions of God are therefore essentially different.
The Mohammedans also,among whom are thousands of good Masons,
believe in a God; but their definition of a God differs from that of
either the Jews or the Christians. The Persians, amoag whom
Masonry exists, believe in a ‘dual God, composed of a good and evil
principle. Even among Christians themselves there are a multitude
of sects. The Baptist, the Presbyterian, the Methodist, the Univer-
salist and the Unitarian oreeds—each presents a different ides of the
divine character and attribates. .

Masonry has nothing to do with any of these various definitions of
God. It requires the applicant for its homors, mysteries and benefits
simply to have faith in God, leaving him to define his idea of God
according to the dictates of his own reason and conscience. Herein
consists the universality of Masonry and its crowning glory. It at-
tracts around his altar men of all oreeds, kindreds, nations, tongues
and sects by the gentle, but powerful bonds of charity to unite the
whole human race into one uuniversal brotherhood. Masonry claims
at once my admiration and regard, because it is the fullest expression
on earth of the universal fatherhood of God and brotherbood of man.

When Cyrus was at Babylon, he called before him persons of all
nations, and to each he put the question: who is God? And the
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Egyptian said, Knet is God alone; and the Hindoo said, Brahms;
and the Roman said, Jove; and the Persian eaid, Ormuzd; and the
Hebrew said, Jehovah. Then Cyrus was exceeding wroth and said,
now verily: “ There is no God but Zeus; let all these acknowledge
him, or suffer death.” Then stood forth one of the Magi or wise men
and asked each of them, by what name they called the sun, and when
they answered, each gave a different name. Then the wise man, in
imitation of Cyrus, appeared to be overcome with anger and said: “ Vile
infidels, there is no sun but Phebus; wherefore call the sun by that
name of die.” Then turning into Cyrus and regarding him with a
mild, but serious countenance, he said: “ Oh King, does thou not see
that even as the different nations of the earth call the sun, which
sheds its bright rays over all the earth, by different names, so also
do they find different names for the same one great God who is alike
the Father of all nations, kindreds and tongues?” And Cyrus was
ashamed that his anger had been kindled, and he sent them away
with gifts.
Detroit, September 1856. R H. B

ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY.

While a difference of opinion exists as to the origin of Masonry,
its existenoe for many centuries is established beyond doubt. Bro.
Wm. R. Smith, the venerable Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of Wisoonsin, in an address delivered before Mineral Point Lodge,
No. 1, in 1852, vindicated the antiquity of our society in an able and
convincing manner. “ Our opponents,” said he, ¢ have sought to limit
the period of the antiquity of the Order to the year 1717. True it
is, and all Masonio history acknowledges, that in that year Masonry
was revived, and Lodges were opened at London, by means of which
a second Grand Lodge of England was established. But this very
revival proves a more ancient establishment; the statute book of
England shows that an act was passed in the year 1424, the third
year of Henry VI, expressly forbidding the assembling of Free-
masons. History tells us that Queen Elizabeth ineffectually under-
took to suppress a Grand Lodge which met at York, on St Jobn's
eve, in 1561 ; and our own records trace a regular list of Grand
Masters and Patrons up to Prince Edwin, the brother of King Athel-
stane, in 926. This list contains many names, the most renowned in
British apnals; there can be no doubt that Alfred the Great was also

s Grand Master.




THE ASHLAR. 59

Every yoar throws more light on our antiquity. 8ir Charles Le-
mon, in his address in 1846 to a Provincial Grand Lodge in England,
observes: “It happened last year that, travelling in Poland, he was
induced to visit a very ancient Jewish Temple, built 600 years before
Ohrist, and which is preserved in the same state in which it was
originally built and ornamented—here he discovered Masonic emblems
now used by the Fraternity. He was introduoced to the Chief Rabbi
whom he found to be a worthy Freemason.” A late writer® remarks,
that, in investigating the subjeet of the Discipline of the Secret, as it
was called by the Fathers of the Church who were Masons, he dis-
covered conclusive evidenoe that no less than eighteen of these holy
men belonged to the Fraternity. They had their nigns and their
symbols; and 8t. Chrysostom, who lived in the fifth ceutury, alludes
to our mysteries where he says,  the initiated will know what I mean.”
@Gliddon, in his Leotares on Egyptian Archaelogy at Boston in 1843,
speaks of the symbols only used by the Priests, which to the ignorant
were ludiorous, but to the knowing were of great moral worth. He
remarks that the Stones of the Pyramids, and of other stapemdeus
structures on the Nile which have survived the changes of time, bear
Masons' marks as fresh as though chiseled yesterday. Bimilar traces
have lately been discovered on the monuments of Nineveh and Ba-
bylon, undoubtedly having reference to Masonio mysteries, and among
them to the occult name of Jehovah. The evidences of the antiquity
of the Order are found not only in all written history, but in all the
ancient remains of the labor of man which still exist en the face of
the earth, or are at times drawn forth from its buried recesaes.”

PzersecuTion.—Wherever the enemies of Masonry have power, they
seek to erush it by persecution. Such is the case in Italy, as will be
seen by the following :

The Mestagiere di Modena gives the following sentences of persons
acoused of having belonged to a society called Freemasons. They
were arraigned before the military commission established for the
state of siege in Carrara, and condemned on the 10th inst.: Calsslari
Giacomo, aged 60, day laborer, and Cazini Jacobo, aged 28, small
proprietor, to the Ergastola for life; Christiani Francescy, aged 28,
mason, to twenty years of the same; and Meaucci Santi, aged 19,
farm servant, to ten years imprisonment with hard labor. These
!:‘nlﬁ:(:s have, of ocourse, been confirmed by his Highness the Duke
o ena.

* J. H. 8hepherd, Vermont.
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MASONIC HOBBIES"*

BY BRO. JOHN SCOTT.

Enthusiasts, upon all subjects, are prone to fall in love with some
particular pet of their own faney, some “one idea,” and to run after
that to the neglect of every thing elre. 8o is it in Freemasonry. As
it presents itself to them they see but the one favorite part of it, that
part they pursue to extremes, and unwilling to acknowledge merit in
any other. In the comprchensiveness of our noble science there is
ample room for the selection of “ hobbies” to suit the fanoy; and full
many are chosen and ridden nigh unto death, and not much to the
oredit of the horse or his rider. I select a few of the most common.

Some will tell you that Freemasonry is a “social institution ;"
that it is for the purpose of enabling us to meet a8 lovers of each
other, and of mankind at large; that we may then avail ourselves of
the hours of refreshment, remembering always that we are not to con-
vert the means thereof to the purposes of intemperance or excess;
that the cheerful song and festive toast are the great features of the
Order as it is, and as it should be; and that the most perfect con-
fidence between man and man which is engendered among Masons, is
its end and aim. They say, it is a “social institntion.”

Others inform us that Freemasonry is a “moral institution;” that
its great purpose is to teach us, by its precepts, the three great classes
of duties that we owe to our God, to our neighbor and to ourselves;
that we are by it to be restrained from the violations of the great
“bill of rights” the moral law, which is comprehended in the ten
commandments; taught to do justice between man and man, to love
meroy and to extend it to all, and to walk humbly before God, and
to treat even his very name with reverence. They say, it is a “ moral
institution.”

There be those also, who say that Freemasonry is a “charitable
institution ;” that its purpose is to relieve the distressed among the
Brethren ; to suppress the widow’s sigh, and to dry the orphan’s tear;
to wipe the death-damp from the brow of the dying, and to commit
his ashes to the tomb; to fulfill the injunction: “If thy Brother be
waxen poor and fallen into decay with thee, thou shalt relieve him;
yea, though he be a stranger or sojourner, that he may live with thee.”
They say, it is & “ charitable institution.” '

Otbers, and great admirers and lovers of the Royal Art, are they
who say, it is a “religious institution;” that it teaches its votary to

* From the American Freemason.
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put his trust in God with a faith that wavers not; that the resurrec-
tion of the body and the immortality of the soul, so clearly set forth
in our symbology, are but the shadowings of the great doctrines of
revealed religion, which teach us«lso to rely on the firm grip of the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, to raise us to a bliss unepeakable and full
of glory. Thus are they led to ory out: “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace and good will towards men.” And these
say, it is a “ religious institution.”

Who is right? Who is wrong? All these are right! Each of
these i8 wrong!! Freemasonry is a social institution, but it is not
that alone, Freemasonry is a moral institution, but not merely a
moral institution. It is charitabie, and it is more than oharitable.
It is a religious institution, and in the common acceptation of the
word, it is more than that; it is void of bigotry and without secta-
rianism, teaching those truths which all must acknowledge, and incul-
cating unfeigned piety. Freemasoory is social, moral, charitable,
religious ; it is not merely possessed of one of these attributes with-
out the others, as some would fain have us to thiok, but it possesses
all of them, and more. Those, therefore, who give it either of these
valuable jewels, are right; those who give it only one, two, three, and
even all of them, are wrong.

The work of Freemasonry is the same, the lectures are the same,
wherever seen or heard. Yet have I seen Freemasonry taught asa
science limited in its aims, ends and operation, as hardly to recognise
it It is not possible to distinguish by which of its votaries it is
shorn of its brightest beams; by those who make it altogether of the
earth, earthy, or by those who make it solely spiritual. Let me ever
view it a8 a grand, a perfect whole, where are combined the virtues
of all, contrived by wisdom, supported by strength, adorned by bean-
ty. O, what a goodly temple our fathers builded! Let us, then,
cherish each Parian shaft, each pure pilaster, in its pristine beauty
and perfection, and suffer no despoiler to despoil us of our heritage,
Away with all such trifling as would make our Order seem to be only
designed for good fellowship! Away with all such lessons of secta-
rian bigotry as tend to convince the neophyte it is less than a uni-
versal religion! Instead of these give us Freemasonry.

“ Oft have I met your social band,” sang one who loved the festal
board full well Long may we all meet in that cheerful place.
Muoch may we all enjoy those temperate pleasures of the Lodge-room
which we love so well. But as we greet and are greeted with the
Mason-grip, a8 we enjoy the Mason-song, the Mason-jest, the Mason-
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smile, the Mason-laugh, let us not forget the Mason-duty, the Mason-
tear, the Mason-prayer.

MASONIC TRIALS.

Bro. Wesrox:—There soems to be a very general want of information among
members of Lodges, respecting the modus operandi of conducting trials for
Masonic offences. I must confess my own ignorance on this point. As I sup-

, you understand the matter, be kind enough to say a word on this subject
in the next issue of TRE ASHLAB.
Fraternally yours,
I—, Bept. 8th, 1856. H.

We are well aware, as Bro. H. suggests, that the Craft do not
possess a thorough knowledge of the proper manner of conducting
Masonio trials. This is somewhat to be wondered at, as the mode of
prooedure is simple and such as would naturally saggest itself to the
“ thinking mind.” The design of Masonie trials is to arrive at truth
and promote the ends of justice.

It is a great principle in law as well as equity that every pereom
acoused shall have adequate notice of the offence charged against him,
and ample opportunity of defence. This principle holds in Masonry.
The charges, therefore, should be made in writing, setting forth with
an acouracy which leaves no reasonable doubt as to their meaning,
the crime alledged to have been committed. It is best to make
specifications afier the general charge, numbered respectively 1, 2, 3,
4, &e., 8o that, if the defendant be found guilty, he may know on
what ground he is convicted. In this case the question of guilty must
be taken on each one separately. The charge should be signed by
the accuser and put in the hands of the Secretary of the Lodge, who
should read it at the wext regular meeting, or at such time as the
W. M. may direot. The time, however, of bringing it before the
Lodge is often regulated by the by-laws. It is proper for the Master
to appoint & committee to take evidence, which should in all cases be
acourately reduced to writing. Profanes as proper witnesses, they
should be placed under oath, by some eompetent legal officer, and
testimony should be taken by a committee. The evidence of Masons
should be given before a committee to be reported by them to the Lodge,
or it should be given in open Lodge; in either case no judicial oath
i8 necessary.

As soon as the charges are brought before the Lodge, a copy of
them should be served on the defendant; he should be notified of the
time and plave of taking testimony, and should bave an opportunity
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to appear and question the witnesses who appear against him, and
also o produoe others in his behalf. He should also have due notice
of the time of the trial, and should be allowed to appear by counsel
who is a8 Mason—in short, he should have a fair opportunity to defend
himself from the beginning to the end of the proceedings.

After the testimony is placed before the Lodge at the time of trial,
and properly discussed pro and con, the acouser and accused having
withdrawn, the Master should put the question of guilty or not guilty
on each specification. 'When no law of the Grand Lodge or its sub-
ordinate regulates the matter, usage, we think, would decide that the
result should be determined by ballot. It is thought by high anthor-
ity that in order to convict, two thirds of the ballot should be black.
We believe, however, that generally only a majority is required in
most Lodges.

If the defendant is convicted, the Master will then put the question
as to the nature of the punishment. < He will” says Mackey, % com-
mence with the highest penalty, or expulsion, and, if necessary, by
that punishment being negatived, proceed to propose indefinite and
then definite suspension, exclusion, publie or private repremand, and
censure.” This should be determined by a'show of hands. A major-
ity is sufficient to inflict either of the above named penalties, exoept
ezpulgion or suspension whioch require a two thirds vote.

We have referred only to the general rules which should govern
the proceedings of Lodges; there are many questions of a specific
mature, it is not necessary to refer to in this connection.

L3 “You are the recipients, and should be the faithful ex-
ponents of those rites and mysteries handed down by a chosen few,
unchanged by time and uncontrolled by prejudica. To this end, you
should, each and all, endeavor, while kere, to correct each other's
works, and perfect yourselves in “ a knowledge of the true and perfoot
work,” which may stand the test of the sguare of truth. Wherever
I have been, I have met “peace within our walls, and prosperity in
our palace,” and while “the harvest is truly plenteous, the laborers
are few.” The teachers need instruction, the talents committed to
their charge have not, in some instances, been cultivated with proper
industry and fidelity.”

9—vVoOL. 1L NO. 1L
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From Grabawm’s Magszine.
THE SYSTEM OF COMPENSATION IN HAPPINESS;
OR, THE INVISIBLE DRAMAS.

ADOPTED FROX THE FRENCH OF 8OULIE.

o
1 haste to know."—Mizren. ’

In the sixth story of a magnifieent house, in La Chaussée d’Antin,
there lodged, some years ago, a young man, named Mark Anthony
Ripommeaun. He was a stout, young stripling of twenty-five years of
age, with a round and florid face, blue and prominent eyes, a slightly
turned up nose, broad at the base, projecting and erimson lips; »
healthy, happy and contended face, to which, unfertunately, a low
forehead, and hair 8o low grown that it had to be brushed up straight,
gave a look of more obstinacy than intelligence to its expression, and
something sordid and envious. Mark Anthony was clerk to the
Ministry of Finance, and made 1,800 francs a year, He made that
suffice, but was not content with it. Employed at State work, he bad
learned all the illusions thereof, and kept out of their reach in private
life. Thanks to much sobriety, he saved on his feed to elothe himself
withal; and thanks to many circumstances of circumspection in all
his movements, he kept his clothes decent for a long time after they
would have ceased to be 8o on the person of a man in the habit of
using a great deal of gesture. Riponneau never stretched his legs
and arms, nor drew his person up to its full height, unless at moments
of great exasperation, then he indulged in the most extravagant capers,
accompanied by exclamations like this:

% Think of only having 1,800 francs, and the germ of greatness in
one’s soul ” The “germ of greatnees,” in this case, meant a longing
for all life’s luxuries.

“ Ah " continued Mark Anthony, “to be poor, and see staring in
one's face that great house of Monsieur and Madame De Crivelin!
They are rich, and all goes well with them ; the world flatters them;
they are happy” And here Master Riponneau stamped his foot.
“If I were even as well off as M. Domen. the inmate of the second
floor rooms, how differently would I use my fortune! But he is
happy in his way; sinoe able to live anywhere, he lives only at home.
Besides, were ke without fortune, he has acquired glory and respect.
Tonnerre et tonnerre! Heis happy I” At this passage of his lamen-
tations, Riponneau kicked over a stool.
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Then followed new exclamations, about the bemmet-maker in the
storo te the right of the door, the coufectioner on the left, and all the
tenants in the house, one after another, for (an exeeption to the gene-
xal rule) this honse was splendidly tenaated ; grooms, dogs and horses
made & noise in the court; the amoke of the chimney smelt of trufiles
and pheasants; and when he weat down in the moraing for bis milk,
Mark Anthony met the slender chambermaids of the establishment,
redolent of their mistresses’ perfumes. His boots looked worse
blacked than ever, beside the waxed slippers of the valets de ¢hambre.
The happiness of the masters insulted him in its exultation. Then,
in the avening, there were delicious voices singing in concert, the
murmurs and bustle of dancing. Sometimes bent from a window, he
would ocatch a glimpse of a supple form, and a blende or brunette head
crowned with flowers, and radiant above soft muslin or glossy silk.
All this kept Mark Antheny in a perpetual fever of wishing for the
happiness of riches, without being able to attain any other enjoyment
than kicking the floor or beating the walls.

Now, one evening when Riponneau had arrived at a piteh of per-
feot frenzy, he heard a knock at his door, and almost immediately
afterwards in walked & man of sbout sixty years of age, and with a
high and broad forehead. He wss wrapped in & robe de chambre of
wadded and quilted calico, like the old short gowns of our grand-
mothers. This man had a lively and piercing eye, and an expression
of cunning, though arch and full of geniality.

“ Neighbor,” said he to Riponneau in a sweet and quiet voice,
“every man's house is his castle. I did not assist in the taking of
the Bastile, or conour with the revelution of July, without recognising
this grand political principle. But all liberty has its limits, because
it may infringe on other people’s liberty. You are at liberty to howl,
but only to & certain extent—for I am st liberty to sleep; and if
your liberty destroys mine, it becomes tyranny and mine slavery,
which is against the principles of the two revolutions I have jast re-
ferred to.”

Mark Anthony wanted to get angry, the neighbor did not give him
a chance and resumed : “ Besides it is not I who complain; I don’t
mind noise. It is your little neigbor, Mademoiselle Juans, the dress-
maker, who came in this evening as pale as s ghost, and with her
eyes red with work and crying. She is going to retire, poor child, in
hopes of sleeping—so she said. Now, my dear neighbor, on her ac-
count, please to study your melo-dramatic parts with a little less

animation.”
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“Heh!” said Matk Anthony.
¢« Besides,” said the old gentleman with a critical air, “ I have seen
Talma, sir, and beliéve me, it was not with many gestures and loud

‘ories, that he produced his fine effects. In Manlius he only raised

his forefinger and looked aslant, a8 he said : ¢’Tis I who foresaw their
frivolous attempts, and overthrew the Gauls from the high capitol ;
and the house rang with applanse. Believe me, sir, good declamation.”

% But, sir, I am not a play-actor.”

“ Ah! bah!” said the old man, “ you're a lawger then ?”

“ No.”

“You are too young to be a deputy. What the mischief are yon,
that you yell so about nothing ?”

“I am poor, sir; I long for the happiness of riches, and I amuse
myself in my own way.”

The neighbor looked at Riponnean with interest. There was on the
face of the former » struggle, first with & mischievous inclination and
a benevolent wish. Benevolence got the upper hand. He took a
chair, and with the sweet authority of age and indulgence, said to
Riponnean:

% Ah, you are poor, and consequently unhappy? Let us chat a
little, neighbor. You know that poor people are always liberal to
each other, and I, who am happy, will give you a little of what youn
want; I will tell you how happy I am.”

“Well, neighbor, you live alone at home "

{4 Ye&”

“ You work day and night #”

« Yes.”

« You rarely go out?”

« That is true.”

% What does your happiness consiss in, and what can you give me 2"

% Nothing; but I shall have done much for you, if I take a load
off your mind. It is envy which devours and destroys all the joys of
your youth, like the worm at the heart of the bud.”

« ] envious?” exclaimed Mark Anthony.

“ Are you married, young man ?” said the old neighbor.

[ N 0.”

“ Have you & sweethesrt 7

% No.”

« Have you a family which—"

¢1 am an orphan.”

« Have you debta ?”
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[/ No.”

“ No wife, ergo no children. No sweetheart, e7go no rivals. No
family, ergo no olaims upon you. No debts, e7go no duna. In fine,
you are exempt from all the plagues of humanity. Therefore, if you
are unhappy, it is not from any cause external and independent of
your person. Your unhappiness comes from an internal cause, in-
herent to your nature. That cause is envy.”

“ And suppose it is,” said Riponneau, ‘when I admit that I envy
the happiness of those around me, where’s the harm, pray #”

% The harm is in your suffering from what is foreign to you—~which
is extravagantly unreasonable.”

“BahI” said Riponneau, “it is not unreasonable to want good

- fortune.” )

“ Tt is unreasonable to wish for grief, despair, incessant torments
and perpetual uneasiness, which always accompany wealth.”

“These are mere common-place, my dear neighbor. 8illy con-
solations, when offered by one poor man to another—or insolent de-
rision, when from the rich.”

The old man reflected, and after a short silence said to Mark An-
thony: “Well, answer frankly, whom do you envy of the people in
the same house with you? In whose place would you be ?”

“In whose place?” said Mark Anthony. % Why there’s not one
but is better off than I—and, since I am free to choose, and do not
rob anybody by imagining myself in their place, I think on the whole,
that I like the position of the Crivelins best of all”

“ Really #”

¢ Yes.. Why last week I could not sleep all night, with the noise
of their fete. The most magnificent carriages filled the street, the
most distinguished names were announced by a stentorian voice at
the door of their saloons. All who went in, were impatient to be in ;
those who were obliged to leave, left with regret, and on the stairs,
which I went up and down a dozen times, I heard every moment:
¢ What delightful people! What enjoyment! How happy they are I
And then, others said: ¢ They are to marry their daughter to the
Count of Formont. What a splendid match! Youth, heauty, for-
tune, position on both sides, they are happy,and they deserve to be.'”

« Ah I" said the old neighbor, “ did you hear all that on the stairs ?”

« Of course, I did.”

% Well, if you had been in the saloons, you would have heard more.
Everywhere enjoyment, laughter, congratulations; on the faces of
the hosts the satisfaction arising from that happivess which comes
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from happiness bestowed ; on all sides assurances of friendship; the
delight of the Count of Formont, the chastened gladness of Adele de
Crivelin, their stolen glances; the soft and bemevolent semiles of the
old people, who, seeing these glances, remembered their youth; the
pride of the father and the love of the mother, both triumphant and
proud of their daughter's success in society. It was a charming
tableau till five o'olock in the morning. Then, the curtain went down,
the play was finished, and the invisible drama commenced.”

“ How,” asked Mark Anthony, “is Monsiear de Crivelin’s fortune
compromised, and like so many others, does he conceal his ruin by
giving parties 7"

[{3 No."

“ I8 his wife unworthy of him ?”

% She is the best of wives.”

“ Has his daughter misconducted herself?"

% She is an angel of virtue and purity.”

“ What can be the trouble ?”

“ A good action—a good action forgotten for fifteen years, and
which now riges up in the form of an ugly raseal, with a yellow and
bilious face—a graceless scamp who soiled the satin of their gilded
farniture with the filth of his rags, one hour after the gauxy dresses
of the fair dancers had rested upon it.”

4T do not understand you.”

¢ Listen. A man, dressed in a dirty livery, stayed all night in the
anti-chamber. In such a crowd of lacqueys, he esoaped the atiention
of the household domestics, but as the parlors became empty, and the
anti-chambers also, he was observed,and with saspicion ; but the slown
only made himself more at home, and stretched himself .ont leisurely
on the lounges. At last, the tardiest guests were goms, and the dirty
laoquey still held his post. Ho was asked why he staid.

“T am waiting for my master, Monsieur Eugene Ligny.”

¢ Everybody has gone home,” was answered.

“T tell you he is here—ask your master, he'll find him.”

The domestics were going to got angry. The rogue raised his voice,
and M. de Crivelin appeared at the door of the anti-room and asked,
¢ what was the meaning of the noise.”

%It is this man,” said the valet de chambre. “ He will not go out
under the pretext that he is waiting for his master.”

% What is his master’s name ?"’

“ He, whom I seek,” said the unknown groom, “is named Kugene
Ligny, and I shall not go out until I have spoken to him.”
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“ Scarcely had he uttered these words, wheu M. de Crivelin looked
at him with terror in his face—he turned pale—tottered—and scarce-
ly able then to control the terror and dismay which he experienced,
he ordered his servants to retire, and bade the man to follow him.”

( To be concluded in our nexd.)

MALTA.

In & communication to Bro. Morris, of the American Freemason,
Bro. J. B. McLeonard Moore, of Ottawa, C. W., gives the following
information respecting Freemasonry in Malta:

“In reply to your question, I must say, that aecording as I know
ﬁm understand Masaory, I fear you would be much disappointed with

asonry in Malta. It is not more famous, either in work or acts,
than any other place in England ing 8 Lodge. The Knights
of St. }ohn, before the British Government took possession of the
Island, were opposed to Masonry, though a Masonic Lodge was held
there, which I found after some re

“ When I left the Island, in 1851, there were three Lodges, of the
oldest of which (8t. John’s and St. Paul's) I was Master. This was
founded in 1814 by the famous Judge Waller Rodwell Wright, who
lies buried on the Island. He was Grand Master of the English
Templars, I think, in 1812. The other two Lodges were ¢ The Ugnion
of Malta’ and ¢ The Zetland’—all three had Royal Arch Chapters
attached to them. The working, however, was very unoertain, as they
were principally kept up by the officers or the garrison, the fleet and
oamnfvisitors to the Island. There is one Encampment, ¢ The Me-
lita, which I believe I was the means of forming. It was established
under the Grand Conclave of England.

“I had the pleasure of installing the United States Consul, Wm.
Andrews Win Esq., formerly, I think, of Boston, who took
much interest in Masonry.

“ The Island is well worth a visit, and would repay you. I, of
ocourse, was interested in it, and had many opportunities of obtaining
information on subjects to my taste. The most curious was the
Mark Masons' marks on the stones in some of the mines; these
were published some time ago in the ZLondon Fresmasons' Review
by my friend D. Joinville, who made the search with me. The
heraldic bearings of the Knights of St John, with their i
marks, gave me great pleasure. I had access to the old Library and
Church of St. John, where I perused the statutes and ordinsnces of
the Order, and I now know that much of the Scotch Ritual of the
Knights of Malta in my possession is correct.”
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APPEALS FROM THE DECISIONS OF THE W. M.

It is not to be expected, perhaps, that every Mason, or that the
great body of the Craft, will quickly acquire a correct knowledge of
the duty and authority of the Master of a Lodge. His duty and
authority, however, in the main we consider to be well settled. ~The
Worshipful Master, at least, should be familiar with them, and for
ignorance on these points he can give no reasonable excuse. The
means of information are at hand—they are all around him. Itis
an imperative duty for him to examine them, study them and get the
necessary light to guide his footsteps into the right path.

We shall refer, at this time, only to a subject which appears to be
but little understood, and to be entirely misapprehended. Not un-
frequently a clause is inserted in by-laws, stating that on questions of
order, &c., an appeal may be taken from the Master’s decision to the
Lodge. This is entirely wrong and wholly unmasonic. No member
has the right to appeal, and in case an appeal were called for, we
believe, the Master should at once decline to entertain it. The W.
M. is a representative of King Solomon—he is supreme in his Lodge
as far as any action there is concerned. He is not respousible to its
members, but to the Grand Lodge for his conduct; and as far as the
work of his Lodge is concerned, and the correctness of its business
proceedings, he alone is responsible to the Grand Lodge. To allow
an appeal to the Lodge, would be subverting one of the oldest and
most substantial principles of Masonry, and the Worshipful Master
would no longer be Worshipful Master, but a mere presiding officer,
to carry out the will of the members, and act entirely under their
directions, like the president of a political meeting. Such a state of
things would at once revolutionize Masonry, and by introducing an
innovation, materially injure, if not destroy it. Mackey, in his prin-
ciples on Masonic law, says:

The Master presides not only over the symbolic work of the Lodge,
but also ever its business deliberations, and in either case his decisiohs
are reversible only by the Grand Lodge. There can be no appeal
from his decision, on any question, to the Lod%e. He is supreme in
his Lodge, so far as the Lodge is concerned, being amenable for his
conduct in the government of it, not to its members, but to the Grand
Lodge alone. If an appeal were proposed, it would be his duty, for
the preservation of discipline, to refuse to put the question. If a
member is aggrieved by the conduct or decisions of the Master, he
has his redress by an appeal to the Grand Lodge, which will, of
course, 8ee that the Master does not rule his Lodge “in an uanjust or
arbitrary manner.” But such a thing as an appeal from the {Waster
of the Lodge to its members is anknown in Masonry.
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This may, at first sight, ::;ur to be xlfi'ing too despotio to
the Master; but a slight reflection will convince any or.e that there
<an be but little danger of oppression from one se ed and con-

trolled as a Master i8, by the sacred obligations of his office and the
supervision of the Grand Lodge, while the placing in the hands of the
Craft so powerful, and at times, and with bad spirits, so annoying a
privilege as that of immediate appeal, would necessarily tend to im-
g:ir the energies and lessen the dignity of the Master, while it would

subversive of that spirit of discipline which pervades every part of
thé Institution, and to which it is mainly indeg:ed for ita prosperity
and perpetuity.

It may be asked whether the W. M., in case the by-laws of his
Lodge allow an appeal, should be governed by them in that respect.
We answer emphatically, No. If the Master were bound by that
provision, he would be bound by every other; his action might be
clugged in such a way that no authority would be left him—that he
might be required to preside as a mere instrument. It is the duty
of the Master to guard and preserve the dignity and authority of his
office, and see that they are in no way infringed upon, and in any case
such as we have referred to, the provision of a by-law should weigh
no more with him than a straw.

Every Master should, of course, be willing to consult with well in-
formed Brethren, and learn the wishes and desires of all the members
of his Lodge, and give their suggestions due consideration ; but when
it comes to the period of making decisions, the responsibility rests on
kis shoulders, and he cannot, if he would, change it. He cannot in
accordance with Masonic law and usage—in acoordance with the great
principles of our Institution—permit an appeal to be taken from his
decision to his Lodge, when that appeal may reverse his deoision.

L3 The following from Dr. Oliver is very appropriate in the
present rage for Masonic emblems:

“ Masonry does not expect her votaries to expose her to the gase
of the world ; in her modesty, she shrinks from the boast of her exist-
ence, preferring rather to see her advertised through the medium of

-untold benevolence and acts of hidden charity. Her excellencies
flourish most when cherished in the warm bosom of charity that
vaunteth not itself, rather than in that sort which bringeth forth the
fiower without the fruit.”

10—vor. 1. No. 1.
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8T. JOHN OF JERUSALEM.*

St. John the Almoner, patriarch of Alexandria, C. He received
his surname from his profuse almsdeeds; was nobly descended, very
rich and a widower, at Amathus, in Cyrus, where, having buried all
his ohildren, he employed the whole inoome of his estate in the relief
of the poor, and was no less remarkable for his great piety. The
reputation of his sanctity raised him to the patriarchal chair of Alex-
andria about the year 608, at which time he was upwards of fifty years
of age. On his arrival in that city, he ordered an exact list to be
taken of his masters. Being asked who these were, his answer was:
% The poor,” namely, on account of their great interest in the court
of Heaven in behalf of their benefactors. Their number amounted
to seven thousand five hundred, whom he took under his special pro-
tection and furnished with all necessaries. He prepared himself by
this action to receive the fullness of his grace in his consecration.
On the same day he published severe ordinances, but in the most
humble terms conjuring and commanding all fo use just weights and
measures, in order to prevent injustices and oppressions of the poor.
He most rigorously forbade all his officers and servants ever to receive
the least presents, which are no better than bribes, and bias the most
impartial. Every Wednesday and Friday he sat the whole day on a
bench before the church, that all might have free access to him to lay
their grievances before him, and make known their necessitics. He
composed all differences, comforted the afflicted, and relieved the dis-
tressed. One of his first actions at Alexandria was, to distribute the
eighty thousand pieces of gold, which he found in the treasury of his
church, among hospitals and monasteries. He consecrated to the ser-
vice of the poor the great revenues of his see, then the first in all the
East, both in riches and rank. Besides these, incredible charities
flowed through his hands in continual streams, which his example ex-
cited every one to contribute according to their abilities. When his
stewards complained that he impoverished his church, his answer was,
that God would provide for them. To vindicate his conduct and si-
lence their complaints, he recounted to them a vision he had in his
youth, of a beautiful woman, brighter than the sun, with an olive
garland on her head, whom heunderstood to be charity, or compassion
for the miserable, who said to him: “I am the eldest daugter of the
great king. If you enjoy my favor, X will introduce you to the great
monarch of the universe. No one has s0 great an interest with him

* Butler's Lives of the Saints.
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as myseli, who was the oceasion of his coming down from Heaven to
become man for the redemption of mankind.” When the Persians
had plundered the Kast, and sacked Jerusalem, St. John entertained
all that fled from their swords into Egypt, and sent to Jerusalem, for
the use of the poor there, benides a large sum of money, one thousand
sacks of eorn, as many of pulse, one thousand pounds of iron, one
thousand loeds of fish,one thousand barrels of wine, and ene thousand
Egyptian workmen, to assisé in rebuilding the churches; adding, in
his lettor te Modestus, the bishep, that he wished it had been in his
power to have gone in person, and centributed the labor of his hands
towards carrying on that holy work. He also sent two bishops and
an abbot to ransom captives. No nmmber of necessitous objeots, no
losses, no straits to which he saw himself often reduced, discouraged
him, or made him lose his cenfidence in Divine Providenoce, and re-
souroes never failed him in the end. When a certain person whom
he had privately relieved with s most bountiful alms, expressed his
gratitude in the strongest terms, the saint cut him short, saying:
“ Brother, I bave not yet spilt my bleod for you, as Jesus Christ, my
master and my God, commands me.” A oertain merchant, who had
been thrice ruined by shipwrecks, had as often fouud relief from the
good patriarch, who the third time gave him a ship belonging to the
charch, laden with twenty thousand measures of corn. This vessel
wag driven by a storm to the British islands, and a famine rdging
there, the owners sold their cargo to great advantage, and brought
back a considerable value in exchange, one-half in money, the other
in pewter.

The patriarch lived himself in the gveatest austerity and poverty,
as to diet, apparel and farniture. A person of distinction in the city
being informed that the patriarch had but one blanket on his bed, and
this a very sorry one, sent him one of value, begging his acceptance
of it, and that he would make use of it for the sake of the donor.
He aocepted of it and put it to the intended use; but it was enly for
one night, and this he passed in great uneasiness, with severe self-
reproaches for being so richly covered, while 80 many of his masters
(his familiar term for the poor) were so ill accommodated. The next
morning he sold it and gave the price to the poor. A friend being
informed of it, bought it for thirty-six pieces, and gave it him a see-
ond and a third time; for the saint always disposed of it the same
way, saying facetiously: “ We shall see who shall be tired first.” He
was very well versed in the-Seriptures, though a stranger to the pomp
of profane eloguemce, The funetions of his ministry, prayer and
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pious reading employed his whole time. He studied with great eir-
cumspection to avoid the least idle word, and never chose to speak
sbout temporal affairs, unless compelled by necessity, and then only
in very few words. If he heard any detract from the reputation of
their neighbor, he was ingenious in turning the diseourse to some
other subject, and he forbade them to enter his house, to deter others
from that vice. Hearing that, when an emperor was chosen, it was
customary for certain carvers to present to him four or five blocks of
marble, to choose one out of them for his tomb, he caused his grave
to be half dug, and appointed a man to eome to him on all oceasions
of pomp and say: “ My lord, your tomb is unfinished; be pleased to
give your orders to have it completed, for you know not the hour
when death will seire you.” The remembrance of the rigorous ae-
oount which we are to give to God, made him often burst into the
most pathetio expressions of holy fear. But humility was bis dis-
tioguishing virtue, and he always expressed both in words and actions
the deepest sentiments of hie own nothingness, sinfalness, miseries
and pride. He often admired how perfeotly the saints saw their own
imperfeetions, and that they were dust, worms, and unworthy to be
ranked among men.

FREEMASONS IN TURKEY.

In the year 1850, we delivered an address on the “ Objects, Anti-
quity and Universality of Masounry,” and in it alluded to the existence
of the Iustitution in Turkey, though known there but to a few. Late
events in that country will in all probability place the Order in &
more favorable position, as will be seen from the following letter :

BELGRADE, July 20.

. More than a year ago, I communiocated to you the faet of the exist-
ence of Mahommedan Freemasons in European Turkey, whose ten-
dency, iiigns and other modes of recoguition are identical with those
of the Masons in other countries of Kurope. These Bektaschi Der-
vishes—as they are called in Turkish—were, however, always looked
upon by the Porte as a non-recognized religious sect, and the property
belonging to the Order was therefore confiscated, in conseguence of
which they have continued ever sinoe to act with great caution, and
hold their Lodges in secret.

Among the nine Lodges of the Order, there happen to be several
members of high rank and now enjoying great influence at Constan-
tinople. The Grand Master of the Order in European Turkey is
Tsani Ismael Techolak Mahomed Saede, who resides at Belgrade,
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and is at the same time Master of the Lodge of Alikotach in this city.
In consequence of the new order of things in Turkey, and especially
in virtue of the lately published Aazzi humayoun, which acknowledges
the legal existenoe of all religious creeds and seots, and guarantees
the fall exercise of their several forms of worship, the above named
Grand Master left this port yesterday for Constantinople to endeavor
to obtain for the former persecuted Bektasehi Dervishes the formal
recognition of the Turkish Government, and if he succeeds, he will
apply for a restitution of the property formerly belonging to the
Order aud confiscated. The religion of the Bektaschi is decidedly
the most enlightened and liberal form of Mahommedanism, with the
ﬁatest approach to civilization and social improvement.—From the
asonic Mirvor.

Tre Granp Lovee or THE Distrior or CoLumsia anp THE IN-
DEPENDENT GRAND LoDGB oF Canapa.—Bro. B. B. French writing
from Washington City to the Freemasons’ Magazine, under date of
June 30th, says: “ As chairman of the Committee which reported
favorably to the recognition of the “Independent Grand Lodge of
Canada,” it becomes me to say a few words in explanation. Our
Grand Lodge does its business at a single sitting of three or four
hours—the manifesto, if I may so term it, of the Independent Grand
Lodge of Canada was laid before the Grand Lodge by M. W. G. M.
Fraily, early in the semi-annual sitting o{ May last. It was referred
to a Committee, of which I had the honor to be chairman, without
reading, or explanation, further than as to what ¢ was. The Com-
mittee retired, and after a very rapid perusal of the document, and
without that deep consideration that ought to have been given to a
subject of such vast importanoce, the resolutions recognizing that Grand
Body were hurriedly drawn and reported to the Grand Lodge, and,
after the reading of the manifesto by the Grand Secretary, they were
unanimously adopted, without debate. I do not hesitate to say, that,
had I known what I now know, I should not have reported as I did,
without very much more consideration.

In consequence of the receipt, by our Grand Master of a statement
of facts from the «Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West” he
deemed it proper to bring the subject again before the Grand Lodge
on St. John’s day, and it was again referred to the same Committee,
who will now give it such attention and consideration as its import-
ance merits, and report in full at the next meeting of our G. Lodge.”

By this it appears that the action of the Grand Lodge was hasty,
and the question is to come up for decision again.
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INFANCY AND GROWTH OF MASONIC SCIENCE.

BY BRO. WM. R. SMITH,

InTslnmbeu o‘l)'f dukm)a:: thl:dg:imy, b 4
he germs of true know! in the mind,
‘When g:hr provailedl—and resplendent as day,
The sun-beams of Magonry burst on Maakind!
A Temple was opened to bmtherl§ lov%
The Altar was sprinkled with , Oil and Wine;
Its incense ascended to Heaven above,
And Faith, Hope and Charity guarded the shrinet
This Temple once endored, within, all was light;
Once o'er the threshold, the Veil was remov'd;
And Man stood majestic when raised to the heifh&
His God he adored, and his Brother he lov'd
How grand was the motive that urged him to kneel
At Altars, he built to Humanity dear!
The Widow and Orphan were soon taught to feel,
Thntnmil-mymdhthogrhkgspringinghu

meR?wu' of morn to the cloging of day,
From South to the point where no tg)rmly is known,
Cemented by love, man of man, was the stay,
And Masonry held, of the Arch, the Keystone!
Sublime in the East, stands the Order; how bold
And are the Fanes reared in Liberty's clime!
And here, in our far Western prairies, be
Our Temple is opened —the pride of our time.
Tried Sons of the Order—our Landmarks preserved—
Unrivalled in seal, our numbers be few—
Our labors must meet with the wages deserved—
Our Altars be sought by the worthy and true.
Oh! then let the Craft in their streagth now arise,
Embellish this Ténple—as worthy its name—
8o work—that its avenues lead to the skies,
And ages unborn shall rejoice in its fame.

Cavrrovs Sxcrmor.—The cautions seorecy of the Craft im early
ages was used to prevent the great principles of science, by whioh their
reputation was secured and maintained, from being publicly known.
Even the inferior workmen were unacquainted with the secret and
refined mechanism which cemented and imparted the tressure of wis-
dom. They were profoundly igaerant of wisdom which planted,
the beauty which designed, and knew only the sirength and labor
which executed the work. The doctrine of the pressare and counter-
pressure of complicated arches was a mystery which they never at-
tempted to penetrate. They were blind instruments in the hands of
intelligent Master Masons, and completed the most sublime under-
takings by the effect of mere mechanical skill and physical power,
without being able to comprebend the secret which produced them ;
without understanding the nice adjustment of the members of a build--
ing to each other, so necessary to accomplish a striking and permanent
effeot; or without being able to enter into the science exhibited in
the complicated details, which were necessary to form a harmonious
aud proportionate whole.
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MASONRY IN MICHIGAN—EXTRACTS FROM OLD
RECORDS.

NUMBER XIIL
On the 3d of May 1802, Zion Lodge met as usual at the house of
Bro. James McDonnell, and there was present at this meeting:
Bro. Wm. M. Scott, in the Chair,
¢ Lee Vinton, 8. W. pro tem.,
Bates, J. W,
MoDounell, P. M. and Seo. pro tem.,
Askin, Treasurer,
Abbott, 8. D,
Tuttle, J. D.,
Freeman, Tyler pro tem., and
Bros. Harvey, Buckingham and Campau

Lodge opened on the Entered Apprentico degree, and minutes of
the preceding meeting read. Bro. Rowe, not appearing agreeable to
summons, further action was bad, and the Secretary instructed to
write to Malden aud make inquiry into his conduot, &e. Petition was
reccived from John Watson for the benefits of Masonry, which was
laid over for further sotion until next meeting. A Fellow Crafts
Lodge was then opened, and Bro. Buckingham was passed to the
second degree. The dues to the Grand Lodge was ordered to be paid
by the Treasurer. The Lodge then closed in “perfect love and har-
mony,” to meet again the first Monday in June.

June 7th. Were present at this meeting nearly as above. The
petition of Dennis Dougherty for the benefita of Masonry was received
and ordered to lay over with that of John Watson until the next
meeting. At this meeting £4 York money was granted for the relief
of & distressed Brother. A Master Masons Lodge was then opened
to take into eonsideration the “irregular conduot of Bro. Freeman,
and finding that there is no amendment in his conduct, but continued
intoxieation, the Lodge, although extremely reluctant, prooseded to
take a ballot, in order to cast the stigma which would rest upon the
Order, to the person of the individual, and were nnanimous in his
expulsion.” The Lodge then proceeded to the election of officers for
the ensuing six months with the following result:

Bro. Abbotkéw. M,
¢  Askin, 8. W.,
“ Tattle, J. W.,

“ Campau, Treasurer,

& Harvey, 8. D.
« Godfrey’, J. D. zmd Stewards,

% MecDonnell, Secretary.

sPrnRan




78 THE ASHLAR.

It was then ordered that Bro. MeGregor be summoned to appear
at the next Lodge night. After receiving and accepting the excuses
of several Brethren for their non-attendance on previous meetings, it
was unanimously agreed to meet on St. John’s Day, the 24th of June,
at 10 o’clock A. M., and partake of a dinner which was ordered to be
provided by the stewards.

June 24th. Agreeable to the above resolution, the Lodge con-
vened ; Bro. Scott in the chair and a large number of Brethren in
attendance, Lodge opened on the Entered Apprentice degree, and
acted upon the petitions of Dennis Dougherty and John Watson.
Exouses were received from a number_of Brethren for their absence
on previous meetings. The E. A. Lodge then closed, and a M. M.
Lodge opened, and the officers elect installed. The Treasure’s ac-
counts were then examined, and £109.11.9 paid into the hands of the
new Treasurer. The day was celebrated by the dinner, as ordered
above, and after the festivities of the occasion, the Lodge ordered
that Bro. Ruland should make an apology for his conduct, and the
S. W. is directed to instruct Bro. MoGregor in the principles of his
duty, “he having neglected the same this day, but for the want of
opportunity of knowing better, is excused.” Bro. Rob. Abbott, the
W. M. elect, having been called on business to the “ Indian Country,”
Bro. Scott was requested to act in his place. The Lodge thea closed
in “perfect love and harmony,” to meet again on the first Monday in
July.

Oyn the 5th of July the Brethren again met, Bro. Scott in the chair,
when a number of petitions were received, and Bro. Dougherty passed
to the degree of Fellow Craft.

July 17th. Nothing done at this meeting, except the granting of

" a certificate to Bro. Buckingham, who was about to leave for Michi-
lamacanac. i

August 2d. At this meeting Bro. Greggor is suspended until
December, and Bro. Rabetaille passed and raised. The sum of eight
dollars was appropriated to purchase a bible.

Sept 6th. At this meeting the petition of Rich. 8mith was re-
ceived, reported on and initiated, and Bro. James Rowe expelled.

Oct. 4th. Bro. Smith passed and raised, and the petition of J. B.
Comparet received. The Stewards not having provided refreshments
for this meeting, it was ordered that the Brethren pay nothing.

Nov. 1st. At this meeting J. B. Comparet received the first de-
gree. The petition of John Connor was received and referred, and a
petition on ballot rejected.
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Nov. 28th. There was a large attendance at this meeting, and
after the necessary business in the Lodge, the Brethren formed in
procession and attended the faneral of Bro. Bell, whom they buried
with the usual Masonic honors.

Dec. 6th. John Connor received the first degree, and the Lodge
proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing six months with
the following result:

Bro. Wm. M. Scott, W. M,

“  Robert Abbott, 8. W.,

% Christopher Tuttle, J. W.,.

% Joseph Campan, Treasurer,

“ Thos. McCres, jr., Secretary,

“  Jno. Harvey, 8. D,

“ Rich. Smith, J. D,,
and after instructing the Secretary to communicate with the Grand
Lodge and ascertain the reason of their long silence in not corres-
ponding with the Lodge, and agreeing to meet again on St. John’s
Day, the Lodge closed.

Dec. 27th.  Officers installed at this meeting, and it being St.
John's Day, the Brethren of Zion Lodge, together with Bros. Pike
of Philadelphia and Rae of Winchester, Va., proceeded to the house
of Bro. Dodameed, where a repast had been prepared, “fared sump-
tuously” and returned at 5 o’clock to the Lodge-room and made a
collection for the repast which amounted to 17s6d each. Zion Lodge
then closed her labors for the year 1802 * in perfect love and harmony.”

REJECTED APPLICANTS.

Ebrror of Tee ALnLAR:—When a ballot has once been taken upon an appli-
cation for the benefits of Masonry, and rejected, can the applicant apply again
to the same Lodge, or another, and if so, when, and what is the course of pro-
seedivg? Yours Fraternally, F.

In answer to Bro. F. we would say that there is nothing in the
constitution or by-laws of the Grand Lodge to prevent the rejected
applicant’s making an immediate application to the same Lodge; but
he canunot apply to another unless he gets the consent of the three
prineipal officers of the Lodge in which he was rejected. His renewed
application must be made in the same manner and take the same
course as the first. -

11—veL. 1t NO. 11
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

ELkaarT, Ind., Sept. 13th, 1856.

My DEear AsHLAR :—Another week’s labors are ended, and I will
now post my books and give an account of myself.

Tuesday morning, the 9th inst.,, I left Detroit in the good steamer
Dart for Monroe. The day was one of the many delightful ones with
which we have been favored this season. I have before spoken of the
beauty and grandeur of the Detroit river, but I have failed to convey
a tithe of the fine feelings it excites in the mind. when one beholds it
rolling on majestically beneath a bright spring or autuin san. He
must indeed be dull and stupied, who can look upon it at such a time
without emotion. To those who live on its banks, it is a “ well-spring”
of health and pleasure, though many of them hardly realize the fact.

Our little boat darted through the water at a firm rate and reached
Monroe pier at balf past one o'clock P: M. A ride of three miles
in the cars carried me to the ocentre of the city, where I took lodging
at the Macomb Street House which is very pleasantly located. Mon-
roe looked better than ever. Its strcets are wide, have good side-
walks and are lined with noble trees. Many of the dwellings are
large and located a short distance from the streets with delightful
grounds, tastefully laid out and decorated. No other place in Michi-
gan, I think, will present so many advantages for a summer residence
as Monroe, when the new railroad shall be completed which will be
next spring, and probably next winter. The ride between Detroit
and Monroe will then occupy but little more than an hour.

Bro. J. M. Oliver, W. M., was absent. I was warmly greeted by
Past Master Prentice whose acts but gave me greater consent of his
kindness and good nature. Bro. Thomas Norman—what shall I not
say in favor of his kind heart? He has buf one fawlt—his soul is
altogether too large for his physical frame, although that is a good
specimen of the human species.

Wednesday I spent roaming among the Brethren, and left Monroe
in the afternoon in company with Bro. Jas. Darrah, who is Grand
Commander of the new Encampment. We arrived at South Bend,
Ind., about 9 o’clock at night, and took rooms at the St. Joseph
Hotel, a new public house kept by Bro. W. R. Butts. It is very
large and built of brick. Its rooms are spacious, and every thing
about it has an air of elegance. On our arrival, it was brilliantly
lighted, and the sound of lively music could de distinctly heard.
There was no mistaking the indications—it was a “house warning.”
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Bro. Darrah and myself were “ counted in.” The beauty and fashion
of South Bend graced the assembly, and “all went merry as a mar-
riage bell” till about four o’clock in the morning, when I went to bed
and took a ¢ hasty” nap.

South Bend is a flourishing town —it has few superiors. Pleasantly
located, it gives every evidence of prosperity. Its people are busy
and bustling, and new buildings and improvements are constantly
springing up. The Craft prosper here also, and among them are some
fine specimens of Masonio timber. Bro. Alword deserves my thanks
for his kind attentions. Bro. W.G. George, also, I would particular-
ly mention.

Thursday evening I reached Laporte. This is located about sixty
miles south-east of Chicago and twelve miles from the southern part
of Lake Michigan. This city is lively, and its people exhibit much
spirit and activity. It contains about siz thousand inhabitants. It
has two Lodges; Bro. J. B. Fravel is Master of one, and Bro. C. W.
Mead of the other. Both, I am told, are doing well. I visited their
Lodge-room. It isa very convenient and neat hall, and is used for
the Chapter. Bros. Fravel and Mead laid me under obligations
which I shall cheerfully cancel, when an opportunity permits.

About twelve miles west from Laporte, on the prairie, lies the
little town of Westfield. It has sprung up within two years, and al-
ready put off its swaddling clothes. Energy and activity are every-
where manifested. The buildings are new, and improvements are
rapidly progressing. Here, too, the Order flourishes. The Lodge
here is of course yeung, but its members, in their zeal and labor, put
to the blush the Craft in many larger places. It has seldom been
our good fortune to visit a place which impressed us so favorably in
this respect as Westfield. Among its active and intelligent Masons,
I may mention, Bros. J. M. Warrock, J. W. Foster, John Ross, E.
R. Henton and C. G. Powell. I was much disappointed in not see-
ing Bro. Church, W. M., who was absent.

On the road that leads to Westfield, ten miles further west, I found
the enterprising town of Valparaiso. It is pleasantly located and
has a beautiful square containing the new county buildings. Bro.
M. L. McLelland extended to me the right hand of fellowship. By
his activity and well directed efforts he is doing much to advanoce the
interests of the Fraternity. May his labors be amply rewarded, and
“may his shadow never be less 1"

This day I spent in Laporte till four o’clock, when I took the cars
for New Carlisle. My stay here was very short, and I had time to



82 THE ASHLAR.

see only Bro. Bacon. A new Lodge has just been started here and
promises to do well

Such, Dear AsuLar, are my labors of the week. How pleased is
the traveller, when Saturday night draws near! Sunday to him
is truly a day of rest and meditation, and affords ample opportunity
for him “ to contemplate the glorious works of creation and adore his
great Creator.” Thus is it with me at this time. Sleep is heavy on
my eyelids—fatigue rests like a load upon my limbs—and a due re-
gard for the warnings of nature causes me to say, good night.

AW

Gosnen, Ind., Sept. 17th, 1856.

My last letter was dated at Elkhart. I spent Sunday and Monday
in that place and found a fine set of Masons as well as some other
people, of whom I retain the most pleasant recollections. Among
. the active members of the Craft there are Bros. O. H. Main and 8.
Maxon.

Tuesday morning last I arrived here. The same evening the Lodge
met, and although there was no work, I had the pleasure of commun-
ing Masonically with the members. Bro. C. W. Seely is one of the
most enterprising Masons in this section of the country, and is doing
much to promote the interests of the Craft. The same may be said
of Bro. L. B. Tornalee who has paid much attention to the work and
leotures of the Lodge, and whom I was gratified to see in the East.

To-day (Wednesday) I have had an interesting experience. The
Michigan Southern and Northern Indiana Railroad Company is
building an air line road from Elkhart via Goshen to Toledo. The
passenger trains run from tue West only to this place, the track
further East not being completed. A train of dir¢ cars, however,
runs down to Ligonier every morning and returns in the evening.
This morning I rose early ate a good breakfast and took passage
on the dirt cars for Ligonier. The train had been in motion but a
few minutes, when I found myself in the midst of a shower of cinders
which threatened to make siege of my coat and hat. The eonductor
kindly relieved me by giving me a standing place on the engine.
The engineer and fireman did not like to have a visitor thrust into
their quarters which were of rather limited dimensions, and began
immediately to devise means to rid themselves of my company. In
a few minutes the train stopped, and the engineer very politely in-
formed me that he would give me “a first rate seat, cool and nice,
and out of the way of the cinders.” I was very much gratified by




THE ASHLAR. 83

his kind offer and followed him from the engine. He very coolly led
the way to the frame of the machine, and putting his hand on the top
of the “ocow-catcher” said, “there is a eapital seat—you could’t have
a better one.” At first I was inclined to think ho was joking, but
after a little debate I conoluded, joke or no juke, I would take the
assigned position and run the risk. So I mouunted the ¢ cow-catcher.”
Presently the great iron horse began to breathe slow and heavily
within a foot of my ear—cha-a-a-w—cha-a-a-w. Thus snorting, he
started off each moment, breathing more rapidly till all I could hear,
was—ch-ch-oh-och in quick succession. Now the music began. Away,
away I went—a breeze sweeping by enough to take the hair off my
head. Trees, stones, ties, birds, insects appeared and vavished-—on
the iron monster swept by them—like ghosts they came, like ghosts
they went. On, on went like lightning—suddenly I spied some cows
on the track. To take the poor animals on the “ cow-eatoher” and
have their company, was more than I desired; but on, on we went.
It seemed as though the old Nick was in my flery steed, and he was bent
on mischief—he snorted and puffed away furiously, and dashed along
as though it would be fine sport to mash a pvor cow and throw me off
at the expense of a broken neck and mutilated limbe. - 8uddenly the
monster screamed close to my ear, with a shrill unearthly tone which.
frightened me “from my propriety” and my seat. The unfortunate
dumb beasts listened quietly and scarcely moved as they grazed along
the track. Nearer and nearer we approach—what shall- I do? To
jump in case of accident, is almost certain death; can do nothing but
sit still and trust in Providence. This wise conclusion I .arrived at
and sat still awaiting the issue. In a moment we are by the cows—
the engine just clears them as they scamper away. ’

Strange, indeed, is it, how quickly we suit ourselves to new sitaa-
tions, and how quickly we become accustomed to view danger with
little concern. Each moment I gained courage, and in a short time
I sat on the “cow-catoher” rushing along at the rate of twenty-five
miles an hour, as unconcerned as though I was in a velvet cushioned
car of the first olass. Onoe on starting, we ran a race with a bumble-
bee. The lilliputian kept a little one side and about ten feet in ad-
vance of us. As our speed increased, so did his, till I thought it
" would be a “draw-game.” The bee did well, but he, finally, wisely
concluded that the iron horse had the most wind and the most bottom,
and as we began to gain on him, he unceremoniously left the track in
disgust and disappeared in a twinkling.

This day I have spent very pleasantly in Legonier under the care
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of that generous-hearted Mason, John C. Richmond. Bro. R. is
Master of the Lodge there, and is devoted to the interests of the
Craft. His exertions cannot fail to produce good results. May
prosperity and happiness attend him and his.

Legonier is a very pleasantly situated town, containing about four-
teen hundred inhabitants. It is growing rapidly and will probably
continue to increase for some time. It is surrounded by a beautiful
prairie country which is rich and fertile. The Masons in this place
are a fine set of men—ardent and energetio in the good cause. May
they continue to flourish. AW,

MASONIC BANQUET AT HARTFORD.

We are indebted to the Hartford Daily Témes for the following
account of the festivities at the banquet given by the Grand Chapter
and Encampment of Connecticut to the delegates to the General
Grand Bodies. The lines in conclusion were written, we understand,
by our distinguished Bro. Morris, of Ky.:

A banquet was spread at 9 o'clock at the United States Hotel,
under the auspices of the Masonic Bodies of Oonnecticut, at which
the delegates generally were invited. About two hundred plates
were set. The proceedings opened at 9, and closed at the “ wee short
hour ayont the twal” were conducted to the very last with a fire and
animation worthy a society which of all others is supposed best to
know how “to call from labor to refreshment,”

Mayor Deming, of this city, presided, and in an introductory speech
exceeding even his usual eloquence, and replete with the finest his-
torical aﬁusions, alluded to the striking fact that in the circle around
him were the men beloved of Masonry, from nearly every State and
Territory in this widely extended confederacy. Indeed, it was good
to look around that circle. Gray hairs and black were contrasted in
startling vividness. The furrowed brow and the smooth—the manly
voice and the treble of old age—the experience of thirty years and
the inexperience of three—the swarthy hue of the far South and the
ruddy red of the extreme North—these were the themes provocatives
of an eloquence rarely equalled, and were used with a force and dis-
tinotness which will be remembered by the numerous guests to the
end of life. :

The following were the regular toasts:

1. The General Grand Encampment of the United States of Ame-
rica—a chivalrons defender of the Masonic Faith. Response by Hon.
Wm. B. Hubbard, of Columbus, Qhio, the G. G. M. of that Illustrious
Corps. The response embraced a sucoinct sketch of the reason and
necessity of this Order at and since its formation. It was most favor-
ably received.
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2, The General Grand Chapter of the United States of America—
a Royal Arch that spans every section of our beloved country. Res-
ponse by Gov. R. P. Dunlap, of Maine, the retiring G. G. H. P.

3. The several Grand Chapters and Grand Encampments here re-
presented—unbroken links of an everlasting chain. Res;;lonse by Col.
Andrew Neill, of Texas, an effusion swi generis which defied the
reporter to note it. Its hilarious reception proved its perfect adapted-
ness to the occasion. -

4. The Masonic Press, a sleepless sentinel upon our walks and an
ever watchful guardian of our ancient landmarks. Response by Rob.
Morris, of Kentucky, editor of the American Freemason.

5. The illustrious dead of our Order—Washington, Franklin, La-
fayette, Clinton, Livingston, Warren, Poinsett, Wooster, Putnam and
a host of others. Their memory will never fade from our hearts until
the last leaf of the Acacia shall wither. Drank standing and in so-
lemn silence. Response b{ Philip C. Tucker, Esq.. of Vt., the onl
representative present of that self-sacrificing band which through all
the trials of 1826 to 1836 upheld the banners of the G. G. Chapter
and the honor and interest of Masonry throughout its widely spread
jurisdiction. :

6. The black ball—the grand conservative power of Freemasonry.
Response by Chas. Gilman, Esq., of Maryland, the presiding officer
eleot of the G. G. Chapter.

7. The American Union—who will dare to say that the cement of
Freemasonry has not made its walls and bulwarks stronger. Response
by Th. 8. Gourdin, of 8. C. The loud and reiterated cheers pro-
longed and echoed from every part of the Hall, which followed the
reading of this patriotio sentiment, will give little encouragement to
those, if any, who deem that through Freemasonry may be struck a
blow against the perpetuity of our ﬁnion. There 18 no treason within
the tyled precinots of & Masonic Lodge.

8. Masonic Science—the solid foundation on which the super-
structure should rest. Response by Dr. A. G. Mackey, of 8. C,
author of many and popular works upon the history and jurisprudence
of Masonry.

9. The retiring officers of the Grand Bodies here assembled—
though we reluctantly consent to their withdrawal from labor to re-
freshment, we will follow them with the prayers and benedictions of
faithful hearts. Response by Hon. W. T. Gould, of Ga.

10. Our guests from the North, the South, the East and the West
of our beloved Union. 'We have met you on the Level, and we will
part upon the Sguare.

‘We meet upon the Level, and we part upon the Square—

What worlzo of precious meaning those words Masonic are!
Come let us contemplate them—they are worthy of a thought—
With the highest and the lowest and the rarest they are fraught.

‘We meet upon the Level tho' from every station come,

The King from out his palace, the poor man from his home;
For the one must leave his diadem outside the Mason’s door,
Axd the other finds his true respect upon the checkered floar.
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We part upon the Square, for the whole world must have its due;
We mingle with its multitude a cold unfriendly crew;

But the influence of our gatherings in memory is greea,

And we long upon the Level to renew the happy scene.

There's a world where all are eg:ul; we are hurrying towards it fast.
We shall meet upon the Level there, when the gates of death are past;
‘We shall stand before the Orient, and our Master will be there

To try the blocks we offer with his own unerring Square.

We ghall meet upon the Level there but never thence depart;
There's a Mansion—'tis all ready for each trusting faithful heart;
There's a Mansion, and a welcome and a multitude is there

Who have met upoa the Level and been tried upon the Square.

Let us meet upon the Level, then, while laboring patient here;
Let us moet and let us lahor, tho’ the labor be severe;
Already in the Western Sky the sigus bid us prepare,
To gather up our working tools and be tried upon the Square.

Hands round ye faithful Masons all, the bright Fraternal chain;
We part upon the Square bolow to meet in Heaven again.

Oh! what words of precious meaning those words Masonio are:
We meet upon the Level and part upon the Square.

GRAND LODGE OF INDIANA.

‘We have received the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Indiana
for the ycar 1856, a neat volume of 91 pages. The officers composing
this Grand Lodge, are: Alexander C. Downey, of Rising Sun, M. W.
G. M. ; Solomon D. Bayless, of Fort Wayne, D. G. M.; Frank Emer-
son, of Brownstown, 8. G. W.; Mahlon D. Manson, of Crawfordsville,
J. G. W.; Charles Fisher, of Indianapolis, G. Treas.; Francis King,
of Indianapolis, G. Sec.

185 Lodges were represented, and the Craft in that jurisdiotion is
represented by the G. M to be in a prosperous and flourishing con-
dition, as will appear from the following extract from his address:

« A retrospect of the past year is well calculated to fill the heart of
the true Mason with emotions of gratitude. Little will be found in
the view which indicates anﬁthing but peace and advancement. It
may emphatically be said to have been a year of quiet and of progress.
I doubt whether there has ever been a year in the history of the In-
stitution in our State, when there were fewer indications of disquiet,
or stronger evidences of prosperity. There has been scarcely a ripple
on the surface, to indicate any disturbance of the universal quiet. In
point of numbers, there has been about the usual increase of Lodges,
and I presume of members also.

The past has been to us full of interest and suocess. The present
is joious. We have come together under favorable circumstances.
Our hearts have been made to leap with joy, as we have again ex-
changed our Fraternal greetings.
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The future is before us, and if we are spared by the Great Architect,
it is ours for improvement. Let us take courage from what we have
done, and renew our efforts in the cause of Masonry for the time to
come. When [ was first a member of the Grand Lodge, which was
only eleven years ago, there were but thirty chartered Lodges repre-
sented, aud eight under dispensations. Let any Brother whose heart
is desponding, if any sach there is, contrast that time with the pre-
sent. Why shall there not be the same favorable contrast between
the present and eleven years from this time ?"

“ UNtversar Masonic Lisrary.”

The Grand Lodge appear to have a proper appreciation of this
work which is being published by Bro. Morris, and have adopted the
following very appropriate resolution :

Resolved, That the Universal Masonic Library, published by
Bro. Rob. Morris, of Lodge, Fulton County, Ky., is an enterprige of
great importance to the Masonic Fraternity, and it is recommended
to the Lodges and Masons of Indiana, as eminently worthy of their

patrogage.
Ebucartion.

The attention of the Grand Body is directed to this important
subject, and they desire to accomplish the object by adopting one of
the following projects :

The lst is the establishment of a College or University for the
education of pupils in the higher academic and collegiate branches.

The 2d is the establishment of an Institute or Polytechnic School,
in whioh children and youth may be conducted from the rudiments
through the common and higher studies of the school and the academy.

The 3d is that of furnishing aid to the needy children of indigent
and worthy Masons, and others, in securing a competent education in
the institutions of learning within the jurisdiction of the respective
Lodges.

The 3d proposition seems to meet with the most favorable con-
sideration of the Committee, and%he following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed to take
the whole subject in advisoment during the recess of the Grand Lodge,
devise a specific plan for the accomplishment of the object, and report
at the next communication of the Grand Lode; and that the respect-
ive Lodges in this jurisdiction be directed to take definite action on
the subject, in order to ascertain the views and wishes of their mem-
bers in relation to the whole matter during the montbs of Oetober
and November ensuing, and report forthwith to the Grand Secretary
rhe result of their action; and that the Grand Secretary be directed
to put those reports into the hands of the chairman of that committee
at the earliest opportunity.

This Grand Body was in session five days, and transacted much
important business.

12—voL. 1. No. 11
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OBITUARY.

[Communicated by Bro. Gzo. W. Knarr.]

Died at Washington, Macomb County, Mich., on the 22d of August
1856, of typhoid fever, Bro. H. Cray CmaPmMan, aged twenty-four
years six months and nineteen days.

In the death of this person the publio have sustained a severe loss.
Ho was a young man of rare promise and abilities, possessed of a
strong and well cultivated mind; his manner easy and agreeable;
his natural disposition kind and generous. He had endeared himself
to a large oircle of friends, and was a general favorite in the circle
with whom he associated. In short, he was loved and esteemed by
all who knew him. He has left an aged father and mother to mourn
the loss of one on whom they had depended in the decline of life,and
circle of brothers and sisters who feel very deeply the loss of an affec-
tionate brother.

There is one circumstance connected with the death of this young
man, so peculiarly afflictive that the writer does not feel at liberty to
pass it unnoticed in this brief memoranda.

The deceased was a native of this place. There is another, also a
native of the same neighborhood, about three years his junior, with
whom he was about to blend his earthly hopes for life—a lovely and
amiable pattern of meekness and true christianity. They had long
been oongenial spirita. Reared together from early ohildhood, they
fully appreciated each others virtues, and ardently reciprocated each
others affections. But she is left to lament in silence and alone.
God of our Fathers, hast thou not promised to be the widows’ God?
May not our peculiarly afflisted young friend lay claim to the pro-
mise with fall confidence ?

His funeral was attended on Sunday the 24th, at the M. E.
Chaurch in this place, by the largest concourse of people ever assem-
bled here. The large church edifice was crowded to its utmost capa-
oity, and not one third of the people could gain admittance.

The Fraternity of Free and Acocepted Masons accompanied the
remains of our Brother to the grave, and there deposited them in
their final resting place with Masonic honors. The obsequies were
conducted by A. P. Burtley, W. M. of Macomb Lodge, No. 64.

At a special communication of Macomb Lodge, No. 64, held at
their hall on the evening of August 22d, A. L. 6856, the following
preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted :
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Whereas, it has pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe in the dis-
pensation of his providence, to remove from his labors on earth our worthy
young Brother Huxzy Oray CumarMax in the early theatre of his usefuluees as
a member of this Lodge; therefore

Resolved, That in this afflictive dispensation the Oraft have been deprived
of & beloved Brother who had endeared himself to all, not less by his manliness
and amiability of deportment, thmalg his ardent attachment to the pnnclfplu
of our Order, and his well directed efforts for the success and prosperity of the
Fraternity and the good of his fellow-men.

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Caaruax his aged parents have lost a
devoted and beloved son, his brothers and sisters an affectionate relative, so-
ciety has been deprived of an honorable, upright and high-minded young man,
and that we most sincerely sympathize with the family in this afflictive dis-
Eenntion, which has cast *« dark shadow of the y of death” over their

ome, and we truly feel and bewail the loss tbeI and we have all sustained.

Renolved, That we will (as a Lodge) attend the funeral of owr deceased
Brother, and pay our last tribute of respect for his memory by intering his
body with the rituals of onr Order and wear the usual badge of mourning.

That the Secretary of this Lodge transmit a copy of these resolu-
tions to the parents of the deceased, and to Tax Asarax for publication; also
to the papers published at Mt. Clemens.

MARRIED.

At Greenville, Mich, S8ept. 15, 1856, by Rev. Henry Jackson—
Bro. John Smith, of Me-she-min-ne-kou-ing, Mich., to Miss Susan
Kuh-bash-kah-mo-quoy, of Greenville.

EXPULSION.

Caxxox Lopar, Wxsreorvt, Lowxs Co,, Miss, June 19, 1856.

Resolved, Unanimously, that A.J. G. WxerseoOK, 3 member of Cannon Lodge,
No. 159, of Free and Accepted Masons, be expelled trom said Lodge and all
the privileges of Masonry, for gross unmasonic conduet.

Resolved, That the of said Lodge be directed to cause the said re-
solution to be published in Moore's MonfAly Magazine. published in Boston,
and in the Memphis Agml & Enquirer, with a request that all editors friendly
to Masoury give the above resolutions one insertion.

WILLIAM KILPATRIOK, Se«'y.

To CorrespoNpENTS.—Owing to the necessary absence of the
Editor for much of the time during the past month, he must claim
the indulgence of many of his correspondents, and if his answers
have not reached them, they will please attribute it to the above
cause, and content themselves with the promise that they shall be
promptly attended to in their regular order.



EDITOR’S TABLE.

¢ During the preparation of a portion of this number we have been called
away from the editorial chair by business. We trust, therefore, our patrons
will excuse any deficiencies arising therefrom.

g~ The engraving of Grand Master Munro delayed the issue of our first
number a few days after the first of September. We shall endeavor to have
our subsequent numbers issued punctually on or before the first of each month.

Macexy's LexiooN.—Messrs. Mors & Brother, of Philadelphia, have just
issued a new edition of this work which needs no recommendation. It should
be in the possession ef every Lodge and every Mason.

Exorrsa Trarrs, By Euzrsox.—Although often pleased with Emerson's
thoughts, we have never been an admirer ot his &lyle, nor thought his efforts
deserved the praise bestowed upon them by his friends. There is generally &
want of perspicuity and simplicity in his writings which renders them un-
profitable. He affects much, where be accomplishes little. His compositions
have an air of originality, and yet one detects imitations of the worst portions
of Carlisle. We are pleased to say that the work before us is in a great meas-
ure free from the faults to which we have alluded. In fact, the book is quite
well written and intelligible, and witbal instructive and interesting. It gives
the details of English character and babits, and draws some very just and wise
concluaions. It is not writ en in the epirit which has been manifested by some
English travellers, who bave visited the United States. It is divided into
chapters under appropriate headings, such as Arigocracy, Wealth, &c. We
cheertully recommend this work to all ; it is worth purchasing and worth read-
ing. Kerr, Morley & Co., of Detroit, have it for sale.

Graxp Couxor. or Coxxeoriour.—The annual assembly of the Grand Couneil
of Select Masters of the State of Connecticut was held at New Haven Tuesday,
May i3th, T.I. Wm. L. Brewer, D. P. G. M., presiding. Ill. Comp. Wm.
Storer submitted the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. He
briefly reviewed the rcports of the proceedings of eleven Grand Councils of
other States— Alabama, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Mississippi, New York, Ohio and Vermont. The following officers were elected
for the ensuing year: T. I. Alexander Hamilton, M. P. G. M.; Wm. L. Brewer,
D. P. G. M,; George F. Daskam, G. T. I,; Hiram Willey, G. P. C.; James E.
Bidwell, G. 0. G.; Horace Goodwin, G. T.; E. G. Storer, G. R.
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Eaypriax Aromxzorocy.—Mr. Gliddon, the famous Egyptologist, in his Jeo-
tures before the Lowell Institute in 1843, spoke of symbols only used by the
priests, which to the ignorant were ludicrous, but to the knowing were of great
moral worth. He declared that the stones of the Pyramids and other atupen-
dous structures on the Nile bear Masons' marks as fresh as though chiseled
yesterday. Similar traces have lately been discovered on the monuments of
Nineveh and Babylon that undoubtedly have reference to the Masonic mys-
teries, and among them to the occult name of Jehovah. In regard tothe “ Book
of the Dead,” which, in whole or part. is contained in a papyrus roll laid up
with the Egyptian mummy in the Sarcophagus, be stated that there were many
symbols and names, probably Masonic, and more especially the occult name of
Deity among the Egyptian writings, which may have an important béaring
upon Masonic history. His explanation of the Urim and Thummim, the lights
and perfections, and of the breastplate of Aaron, was remarkable. The initial
letters of the Hebrew names of the twelve stones in that breastplate, and also
of the twelve tribes, (by the application of a key discovered by Lanci,) con-
veyed a meaning which the exegesi of a learned linguist would never have
reached. The explanation of the Urim is: “I will cause the oracular spirit to
rise at my will”—of the Thummim: “ And of the Seers it will manifest the
secret,” and by putting the first two letters in Hebrew together the ineffable
name is made out.

Rravrarions.—Without such regulations as Solomon had derived for the
government of his servants, without such artificers, and a superior wisdom over-
ruling the whole, we should be at a loss to account for the beginning, carrying
on and finishing that great work in the space of seven years and six months,
when the two succeeding temples, though much inferior, employed so much
more time ; and then we have good authority to believe that the temple of
Diana, at Ephesus, a structure not comparable to the temple of Jerusalem, was
two hundred and twenty years in building.—Hulckinson.

Mzrrr.— At the building of King Solomon's temple merit alone entitled to
preferment, an indisputable iustance of which we have in the Deputy Grand
Master of that great undertaking. who, without either wealth or power, without
any other distinction than that of being a widow's son, was appoiuted by the
Grand Master and approved by the people, for this singular reason, because he
was a skilful artificer.— Whitmash.

§ We have received official notice of the existence of a spurious Masonic
Body in New Orleans, under the title of “St. Andrew’s Chapter of R.-. C.-.,
No. 5,” and are requested to caution all persons and bodies of the grade in-
dicated, against its acts and pretensions. The crowded state of our pages leave
us little room to do more than announce the fact the present month. In our
next we will refer to the subject again.—Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine.

¥ Freemasonry is flourishing in the new Territory of Nebraska, and in &
few years there will be a large number of the Craft there.

"~ The Masonic Hall at Nashville, Tenn., has beea destroyed by fire.
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GExERAL GRAYD ENOAMPMENT AXD CHAPTER OF THE UNITED STATES.—These
General Grand Bodies met in triennial session at Hartford, Conn., at the 9th
inst. The attendance was very large, and nearly every State and Territory in
the Union was represented. The session was continued until the 16th inst.,
when both Grand Bodies adjourned to meet in Chicago in 1859, unless sooner
called together by some emergency. Among the more important measures acted
upon was the adoption by the G. G. Encampment of a new constitution. By this
instrument the names of State, Grand and Subordinate Bodies are changed
from « Encampment” to « Commandery.” There is also a provision for an appeal
from the decision of the G. G. Commander by a two-thirds vote, but is is ex-
pressly stated that this regulation is on the ground of the G. G. Body, being a
legislative body and supreme, and that it shall not serve as guidance for S8ub-
ordinate Bodies. The title and designation of the Commander of a Subordinate
Commandery is « Eminent.”

The following are the officers elected to serve the ensuing three ysars: Wm.
B. Hubbard, of Ohio, G. G. M.; Henry O. Deming, of Conn., D. G. G. M.; David
8. Goodloe, of Ky., G. G. Gen.; James Sorley, of Texas, G. G, C. Gen.; H. O.
Lawrence, of Indy., G. G. 8, W,; Henry Buist, of 8.C., G. G. J. W.; E. A, R‘ﬁ.
mond, of Md., G. G. Treas.; B. B. French, of D. C., G. G. Rec.; Abner B.
Thompeon, of Va., G. G. Standard Bearer; W. P. Coleman, of La., G. G. Sword
Bearer; Ira A. W. Buch, of Ill, G. G. Warden.

Among the most important transactiors of the G. G. Chapter wasthe passage
of the following reaolutions, after a long and able debate:

Resolved, That it is the sense of this G. G. Chapter, and it is declared to be a
law of Royal Arch Masonry and of its own powers and prerogatives:

1at. That the G. G. Royal Arch Chapter derives all its powers by grant and
delegation from the respective Grand Hoyal Arch Chapters which are its con-
stitnents; and it is therefore hereby solemnly declared that it can never exercise
or assume any other or r powers than such as have besn or may be dele-
gated to and conferred upon it by such Grand Royal Arch Chapters; nor can
claim or exercise any doubtful power or powers by imputation mere(ljy.

2d. That an a; does lie in all cases from the decision of the G. G. High
Priest to the G. G. Chapter, which alone can in the last resort, by vote of two-
thirds of the members present, determine what is the Masonic law or custom,

ovided, that this resolution as a rule operating in the decisions of this G. G.

y, shall only operate and have effect in this body, and shall not be con-
sidered as operating or having any effect in State G. Chapters or Subordinates.

The following are the officers clected for the ensuing three years: Chas. Gil-
man, of Md., G. G. H. P.; Philip 0. Tucker, of Vt, D. G. G. H. P.; Amos
Adsms, of La., G. G.K.; Jno. L. Lewis, Jr, of N. Y., «+. G. 8.; Edw. Raymend,
of Mass., G. G. Jr.; Benj. B. French, of D. C, G. G. Rec.; J. R. Hartstock, of
Iowa, G. G. 0. H.; Henry O. Deming, of Conn.; G. G* R. A. C.

Charters for the establishment of Chapters are ordered to be issued at St.
Pauls, Minn., 8an Francisco, Cal, Jersey City, N. J., Burlington, N. J,, Salem,
Oregon, and Eatontown, N. J.; and for Encampments in Michigan at Hillsdale,
Kalamaroo, Monroe and Grand Rapids.

The delegates in attendance from this State were: Horace S. Roberts, D. G.
M., to the G. G. Encampment; Michael Shoemaker, G. H. P., and F. Booher,
G. K, to the G. G. Chapter.

We shall look for the official record of the proceedings, from whith to publish
other matters of interest to the Craft.,

The delegates evidently enjoyed their visit at Hartford, and the many atten-
tions showed them by the people of that city.

We give in another place an account of a banquet given to the delegates
during the session.
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OFFICERS OF LODGES.

While the prosperity of a Lodge depends in a great degree upon
the faithf#¥ ‘attendance and the proper action of its members, its suc-
cees is very materially advanced or impeded by the mammer in which
those, clothed with official honors, discharge their respective duties.
No government—not even arepublican or democratic in which officers
are clothed with comparatively little authority—can be well adminis-
tered, if those, whose duty it is to see that the laws are faithfully
executed, are remiss in their duty. An army—be it ever ro well
manned and equipped—if led by unskilful officers; or a drunken or
inexperienced general, may be defeated by a far inferior force and
put to flight, after having suffered terrible carnage and loss of life.
The principle involved in these remarks, applies with equal force, to
the Lodge. The officers of that body have it in their power, nine
hundred and ninety-nine times out of a thousand, to create an interest

in its proceedings, to awaken enthusiasm, to check wrong practices,
13—vor. 11. No. 111
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allay contention and promote harmony. This subject is one of espe-
eial interest at this time, as in the cowrse of five or six weeks the
subordinate bodies will elect officers for the next earrent year. We
will briefly allude to the powers and duties pertaining to the different
official positions.

First and foremost, and standing far above all others, is the Wor-
shipful Master of the Lodge. In the body over which be presides,
he is supreme. His powers and duties differ from those of every
other presiding officer in this country. * He is responsible for the
work done, and for the correotness of business transactiohs; he is
obliged to instruct members and prevent any action in his Lodge
which tends to subvert the landmarks of the Order, to violate anciens
usages or to promote injustice. At the time of his installation, he
must assent to the following eharges and regulations:

You agree to be a good man and true, and strictly to obey the
moral law. You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfully to
conform to the laws of the country in which you reside. You pro-
mise not to be concerned in plots and conspiracies against govern-
ment, but patiently submit to the decisions of the supreme legislature.
Yuu agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrates, to work
diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men. You agree
to hold in veneration the original rulers and patrons of the Order of
Masonry, and their regular successors, supreme and subordinate, ac-
eording to their stations, and to submit to the awards and resolutions
of your Brethren, when convened in every case consistentwith the
constitutions of the Order. You agree to avoid private piques and
quarrels, and to guard against inteémperance and excess. %ou agree

. to be cautious in carriage and behaviour, courteous to your Brethren

and faithful to your Lodge. You promise to respect genuine Breth-
ren. and to discountenance imposters and all dissenters from the
original plan of Masonry. You agree to promote the general good
of society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowl-
edge of the art. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master
for the time being, and to his officers when duly installed; and strict-
ly to conform to every edict of the Grand Lodge, or general assembly
of Masons, that is not subversive of the principles and ground-work
of Masonry. You admit that it is not in the power of any man. or
body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry. You
promise a regular attendance on the committees and communications
of the Grand Lodge, on receiving proper notice, and to pay attention
to all the duties of Masonry, on convenient occasions. You admit
that no new Lodge shall be formed without permission of the Grand
Lodge, and that no countenance be giveu to an irregular Lodge, or
to any person clandestinely initiated therein, being contrary to the
ancient charges of the Order. You admit that no person can be
regularly made a Mason in, or admitted a member of, any regular
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Lodge without previous notice and due inquiry into his character.
You agree that no visitors shall be received into your Lodge without
due examination, and producing preper vouchers of their having been
initiated in a regular ]l:odge.

For the performance of the duties pertaining to his positien, the
Worshipful Master is necessarily olothed with great power, and is not
responsible to his Lodge for the exercise of it; he can be ealled to
account only before the Grand Lodge. He must exercise his dis-
oretien in regulating the action of the body over which he presides,
and materially influence, by his deoisions, its course. He has entire
control of the work, and can gay what shall be done and when it shall
be done. He can olose and ‘open his Lodge when be pleases, and can
take its charter into his own keeping.

It is obvious from this brief recital of the authority and duties of
the Master, (which no intelligent Mason will gainsay,) that his office
is one of vast importance and should be filled only by those best
fitted to assume the responsibility. The qualifications required in
the presiding officer of a Lodge, are of the highest order. He should
be thoroughly familiar with the ritual and possess a thorough knowl-
edge of the well established usages and laws of the Iustitution.
Without such information, he cannot guide his Brethren aright and
cannot properly protect the interests of the Fraternity intrusted to
his care. These facts should be well considered and guide the action
of members in electing their Master.

Next to the Master is the Senior Warden. It is his duty, in the
absence of the Master, to govern the Lodge, and in his presence to
assist him. He therefore should be a well informed Mason, as he is
liable at any moment to be called to discharge the most important
duties which ean devolve upen a member of our society.

The same remarks will apply with much force to the Junior
Warden. In the absence of the W. M. and the Senior Warden,
he presides over the Craft and directs their labors. He should be
perfectly competent to examine visitors and to instruct eandidates.
Upon him properly devolves the duty of preferring charges and see-
ing thay they are properly sustained. His office, therefore, is a very
important one and should not be under estimated.

The Treasurer and Becretary should be members competent for
their respective places. The mauner in which the latter discharges
his duty, is of material importance to the Lodge. His records should
be legibly written, plain and unambiguous in terms, and should con-
tain a full acoount of all business transacted at communications.
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Otberwise, the affairs of the Lodge will soon become so mixed wp,
and its business so eonfused, that chaos will reign where erder shemld
prevail. Wo look wpon the office of Secretary as one of great im-
portanoce, which is perhaps as much slighted as any ether.

It is hardly neeessary to dwell upon she imaportance which necessa-
rily attaches to the office of Senior Deacon. All Masons know that
upon the meanner in whieh he performe his part, she suecees of the
work im & great degree depends. In this view of his pesition, we
place him next $o the Worahipfal Master. Unless he possess » cor-
rect knowledge of the ritual, he cannot discharge his dusies eveditably
to himself or his Brethren. His part, during the eeremonies of con-
ferring degrees, requires ss much ability- apd disoretion, ss dees thas
of the presiding officer; and in one portion of the rites in whieh he
is conspiouous, there is greater scope for. displaying mtelhgence snd
imparting solid information than in almost any other.

We need not enumerate the duties of the Junier Deacon, the
Stewards and the Tyler. They are such as eannot be slighted vutb-
out injury to the Lodge and injustice to the Order.

Viewing the nature of our Institution and tke importsuee attached
o the varions offices of a Lodge—especially o  three principal”
ones—we cannot too strongly wrge Brethren, to eonsider wel before
they select members who are to preside over them and materially in-
fluence the destinies of the subordinate body to which they belong,
They should eleet those who are best qualified to Sl the stations, and
most competent to diseharge the duties. No ope shoold be ehosen
merely because be is in the regular kime of prometion, i e. no one
should be placed in the East merely because he bas sat in the West ;
no one should be placed in the West meorely beeause he has been in
the South; and a member should not be elected Senior Deacon mere-
ly because he has been Junior Deacon. Some Lodges, by following
the rule which we deprecate, have very materially injured their inter-
ests and dampened their prospects.  All preferment among Masons,”
say the Charges, “is grounded upon real worth and personal merit
only; that so the Jords may be well served, the Brethren not put to
shame, nor the Royal Craft despised ; therefore no Master or Warden
is chosen by seniority, but for his merit.” Let this injunetion, which
is one of the *leges soripie” of Masonry, not be overlooked, and
at the approaching election, Brethren, elect members to office for
their “real worth and personal merit,” and not for sheir seniori-
ty.” Thus only can you obey the law and insure prosperity and suc-
cess for your Lodge,and promoté the best interests of the Fraternity.
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For the Ashlar.
THE BEGGAR GIRL.

BY BRO. 8. 0. COFFINBURY.

The winter winds shriek’'d, and the storm whistled by,
As a beggar girl stood at the gate;

With a shiv'ring form and a tear in her eye,

With cold blue lips and a pitious cry,
She begg'd for a morsel to eat.

The lord of the mansion came hurrying home,
All mufled in wool and fur,

Plunging thro' snow-drifts towards his' dome,

His stees all cover'd with frost and foam,

Urg'd on by the whip and the spur,

“O hear, my kind 8ir!"” the be, irl eried,
“ Pra 'ze me a crust of breﬁ,u gir !
Axd I'll give you this gem, 'twas my kind father's pride;
On his bosom he wore it to the day that he died;
For, Alas! my poor father is dead!”’ :

“ Great God!” said the lord of that princely dome,
And press'd the r child to his breast;

“ No more shall a Brother's poor orphan child roam,

8he shall share of my bounty and dwell in my home,
With me aball the weary find rest.”

‘What magical charm, that jewel possessing,
Oou]d.l?ave melted that proud man there;‘

To breathe on the orphan geggar a blessing,

And to carry her in with fond caressing
Out of the freexing air?

Full well did that proud man recognize
That jewel so precious and rare;

Full wail did its import bring to hid eyes

The big bright tears 'mid the tender sighs—
'Twas the mystic Comgass and Square!

Coxsraxtixg, MicH., September 1856.

From the Mirror and Keystone.
MASONIC LOTTERY.

In by-gone times morality had not attained the high standard it
has at the present A. L. 5856, and games of chances were looked
upon by almost every class as innocent. Gambling with cards, dice
and kindred modes of risk was, however, frowned down by right
thinking men, and banished from respectable comniﬁhitiﬁs,- and made
penal by legislative action. Such has been the course adopted in
reference to Lotteries. There was a time when, in the Keystone
State as well as other places, Lotteries were made use of by benevo-
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lent and other associations, as a means to raise money to aid and
assist in promoting the object of the institntions; and the goodly city
of Penn was a theatre where the blind goddess exhibited in every
prominent location in bold, glaring figures $10,000, $20,000, and up
to $100,000, which on any day the poor dupe might be invested with
who would divest himself of only one, five or ten dollars, The temp-
tation to many was irresistible, and much suffering was endured in
consequence of the hard earnings of laboring men, instead of being
applied to the use of their families, being invested in the purchase of
tickets. Thank God, however, that day is past. Lotteries have been
declared illegal in nearly every State of the Union;* yet there are
persons, if the press is reliable authority, who in secret evade the
law; others, more bold, have invented plans to dispose of property
and merchandise, equally offensive to morality and in violation of the
statute. We did not think that such a course would ever be resorted
to by any member of the Fraternity for the purpose of making mer-
chandise of Masonry, and we believe that the baneful influences of
such a policy has been overlooked by Bro. Brennan. The scheme
which he presents, will take one dollar out of the pockets of nine
thousand eight hundred Brethren, making nine thousand eight hun-
dred dollars, in order that two hundred fortunate ones may each come
into the possession of thirty volumes of the “ Universal Masonio
Library.” This is, indeed, a progressive age; but, in the name of
Heaven, for the sake of all that is good, let us progress in morality,
and not vice. Do not pollate or contaminate the Masonic mind with
a species of gambling, so considered by every really good and true
man. Its influences may be most injurious, and the Institution be
contemned in the opinion of the reflecting moral man of the outer
world. Bro. Brennan, do not do it. The world is wide, and energy
such a8 you possess, need not resort to objectionable plans, in order
to secure you a living.

L3 “ The msjority of every particular Lodge, when congregated,
shall have the privilege of giving instructions to théir Master and
Wardens, before the assembling of the Grand Chapter or Lodge, at
the three quarterly communications hereinafter mentioned, and the
annual Grand Lodge too; because their Master and Wardens are
their representatives, and are supposed to speak their mind.” Thus
say the General Regulations.

* Buch is the case in Michigan, where, as we understand the law, it is il-
legal to sell tickets for lotteries projected and drawn out of the State.
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-PUNISHMENT FOR NON-PAYMENT OF LODGE DUES.

We have recently received two or three letters requesting informa-
tion respecting the power of Lodges to punish members for the non-
payment of dues. The subjeot is a very important one and merits
more consideration than it has generally received among the Craft.

Formerly, as our readers are aware, the custom of levying annual
contributions on members of Lodges was unknown. It was adopted
in modern times for the support of new bodies. The right of a Lodge
to exact dues is now so well settled, that it need not to be vindicated.
I¢ is exercised to promote the prosperity of the Lodge, and perhaps
to continue its existence, and is a matter of internal regulation in
which the Grand Lodge or Craft in general bave no interest. This
is now well established.

More serious and important is the consideration respecting the
power of Lodges to punish delinquents for non-payment of dues. It
is o custom, too prevalent, to suspend or expel a member in arrears
“from all the rights and benefits of Masonry.” Can this be legally
or properly done? We think not. The right to exact dues rests
upon an implied private contract detween the member and his Lodge,
aud viewing the nature of that particular contract, (which is not re-
quired by vhe Institution and isof modern origin,) we regard its violation
as merely effecting the relations which exist between the two parties
immediately interested. Indeed, it is thought by some, and with
reason, that a member may withdraw from a Lodge, because he is
unwilling to pay dues; that he may take his choice of being a non-
affiliated Mason subject to the disabilities pertaining to such condition,
or of paying annusl levies. Whether this ground be tenable or not,
it is evident to every reader that the requircment of dues is for the
benefit and support of the particular Lodge to which they are paid,
and may be regulated or abolished by that Lodge at any moment.
It is a matter which is adjusted by each subordinate body as it decms
best, and is governed by no ancient usages or general customs of the
Craft. Each Lodge fixes the amount of its dues, and the amount in
different bodiés differs very materially. Such being the case, if a
member of one Lodge who is in arrears a certain amount, may be ex-
pelled from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, he may be expelled
although he has actually paid more than a Brother of another Lodge
whose dues are much lower. There is an inequality in this which is
not recognized by the principles of Masonry.

The proper disability to be placed on a member for non-payment
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of dues, we believe to be suspension or expulsion from the rights of
membership. By this, he becomes s non-affiliated Mason, and his
relations to the Craft in general are not changed. The punishment
which he incurs under such circumstances, is certainly severe enough.

The views which have been presented, are sustained by Mackey in
his ¢ Principles of Masonic Law.” He says:

The system of payment of Lodge-dues does not by any means be-
long to the ancient usages of the Fraternity. Itisa mogern oustom,
established for purposes of convenience, and arising out of other mo-
difications, in the organization of the Order. It is not an obligation
on the part of a Mason to the Institution at large, but is in reality a
special contract, in which the only partics are a particular Lodge and
its members, of which the Fraternity, as a mass, are to know nothing.
It is not presented by any general Masonic law, nor any universal
Masonic precept. No Grand Lodge has ever yet attempted to con-
trol or regulate it, and it is thus tacitly admitted to form no part of
the general regulations of the Order. Even in that old charge in
which a Lodge is described, and the necessity of membership in is
enforced, not a word is said of the payment of arrears to it, or of the
duty of contributing to its support. Henoce the non-payment of ar-
rears is a violation of a 8 eciaf and voluntary contract with a Lodge,
$nd not of any general duty to the Craft at large. The corollary

rom all this is, evidently, that the punishment inflicted in such a case
should be one affecting the relations of the delinquent with the par-
ticular Lodge whose by-laws he has infringed, and not a general one,
affecting his relations with the whole Order.

Certain it is in our mind that the usual method of expelling a
member from all the rights and benefits of Masonry for the non-
payment of dues is radically wrong. No Mason, according to the
the principles of our Order, can be deprived of all its rights and
benefits, except on charges preferred, and after an impartical trial
and an opportunity of defemse. This is not usually given in the
cases under consideration, but members are expelled by a vote of the
Lodge, in accordance with the provisions of some by-law. Where
this merely affects a member’s relation with his own Lodge, this may
be right, but ought not to extend any further.

To prevent difficulty and insure justice as well as to conform to
what we believe to be Masonic law, we would recommend Lodges to
adopt a clause in their by-laws, like the following: “ Every member
who shall be in arrears for Lodge dues three months, shall be sus-
pended from the privilege of votéing on any question and from hold-
ing office, until he shall have paid said arrears; and any member who
shall be in arrears for dues one year, without any satisfactory reason
appearing, may be suspended fiom all the rights of memberskip, and
so reported to the Grand Lodge.”
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DISTINGUISHED MASONS.

[=XTRACTS FROM A LXTTER TO THR XDITOR.]

Hartrorp, Oonn., September 13, 1856.

¢ & & ¢ ¢ ¢ Among the many able and distinguished men

who actively participate in the proceedings of our Grand Bodies,
perhaps none would attract the attention of a looker on, sooner
than ArserT Pixx, of Arkansas. With a massive head adorned by
a profusion of long curly locks, wearing a patriarchial beard—you
would select him among a thousand as one upon whom nature had
placed the stamp of nobility. He has no superior here as a debater,
and none, I imagine, in those qualities that render a man beloved in
the social circle. He is Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter
of Arkansas.
. Governor Duxrap, of Maine, General Grand High Priest, presides
over the deliberations of the Chapter with great dignity, courtesy and
ability. He is a man well advanced in years, whom we shall probab-
ly never again meet in General Convention. He reminds me of
Gen. Cass, whom he resembles in more ways than one. His opening
address was a very fine one, and the allusions to the death of Comps.
Ellis, of Conn., and Haswell, of Vt., very eloguent.

Sir Wx. B. Hueearp, of Ohio, General Grand Commander, has
occupied that exalted station for nine yeéars. He is a small, nervous
man, remarkably prompt and decided as a presiding officer, and pos-
sesses the confidence of his Brethren-in-arms, as his repeated election
to his office testifies. He takes much pride in the discharge of his
duties, and when you reflect that during the whole interim of three
years between the sessions of the General Grand Encampment he has
the entire and sole supervision of Knighthood in this country, you
will realize how much we all owe him.

I know of no one in attendance upon these General Grand Bodies,
of whom I had formed a higher estimate before meeting, than ALBzrT
G. MackEy, of South Carolina. I have always looked to his works
for instraction and have considered him as good authority upon Ma-
sonic law as is to be obtained. A personal acquaintance with him
bas only strengthened me in my opinions. He is an able, strong-
minded man. You recognize the fact at a glance. He has a large
head and, when speaking, a very expressive face. He is very plain
in appearance, of unassuming manners, and appears to me of a gene-
rous, social nature. I like Dr. Mackey much and hope to meet him

uently hereafter.
freg 14—vwoL. 11 NO. WL
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Following olose after Mackey, I wish I could walk with you into
No. 3 City Hotel, and introduce you to RoB. Mornis, of Kentucky.
A Brother of the quill, he would receive you with the warm hospitali-
ty oharacteristic to the man. Unpretending, quiet and gentlemanly,
his social qualities, a8 well as his deservedly high reputation as a
Masonic writer, draw around him a galaxy of bright Masonio lights
Morris is a fine looking man for an editor, of an active, nervous tem-
perament, small built, with more brain than body. He is, 8s you are
aware, something of a poet. If he ever visits your sanctum, send for
me, and together we will try to entertain Asm, as he is wont to enter-
tain A¢s friends. Long life and prosperity to you, Morris !

Giuar, of Maryland, now Deputy, will probably be chosen General
Grand High Priest. He is peculiarly fitted for that position, on ac-
count of having been for nearly twenty years closely identified with
the transactions of the Chapter. He is a dignified gentleman and a
well informed Mason. He will grace the station which I have as-
signed him.

Comp. Tucker, of Vermont, is one of the oldest of the Craft here.
He looks back to the trying period in the history of United States’
Masonry, and rejoices over its present prosperity. He is beloved and
respected by his Brethren for his long services as well as for his
virtues and ability.

There are many here whom I should like to sketch for you—many
from the North and the South, from the East and the West—to
Masonry dear. Worthy they are to sit for a likeness; worthy they
are of the distinguished Masonic positions they ocoupy.  But I shall
have to leave them now, promising you, when we meet, to pass them
all in review. * * * ’ . . . . d

Yours Fraternally, R.

A Sixeurar Faor.—Is it not singular the name of God should be
spelled with four letters in so ma(lgediﬂ'erent languages? In Latin
it is Deus; French, Dieu; Old ek, Zeus; German, Gott; Old
German, Odin; 8wedish, Gode; Hebrew, Adon; Dutoh, Herr; Sy-
risn, Adad; Persian, Syrs; Tartarian, Edga; Slavonian, Belg or
Boog; Spanish, Dias; Hindoo, Esgi or Reni; Turkish, Abdi;
Egyptian, Aumn or Zent; Japanese, Zain; Peruvian, Liau; Wal-
laggian, Zeve; Etrurian, Chur; Tyrrhenian, Eber; Irish, Dieh;
Croatian, Doha; Margarian, Oesc; Arabian, Alla; Duialtaam, Bogt.
There are several other languages in whioh the word is marked with
the same peculiarity.—Israelite.
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THE SYSTEM OF COMPENSATION IN HAPPINESS;
OR, THE INVISIBLE DRAMAS.

ADOPTED FROM THE FRENCE OF SOULIR.

( Condhaded from page 69.)

As usual—little disorder assisted a great catastrophe. A houss
where a ball of five hundred people is given, is generally somewhat
out of order; the doors between the different apartments of the suite
being taken down, left the apartments open to all eyes, Monsieur
and Madame de Crivelin had only reserved the apartment of their
daughter and their own from invasion. All the other rooms were
opened. Madame de Crivelin was in the hands of her femme de
chambre, when her husband came to beg her to go to her daughter’s
room and leave her room to himr for a conversation of the utmost im-
portance.

% Ah" said she laughing, “I wager it is M. de Formont who pur-
sues you. It is amusing to see how lovers béhave; they go without
rest. Send him away till to-inorrow.”

% No, it is not he. For pity’s sake go out until I send for you”

% What is the matter 7" exolaimed Madame de Crivelin—* you are
pale, your face is livid. What is the matter 3"

% Nothing, my dear wife, nothing ; only leave us.”

Madame de Crivelin yielded, but took away with her an anxiety
which soon communicated itself to her danghter; for Adele was not
yet asleep, and seeing her mother come into her room she questioned
her, and the fright of Madame de Crivelin affected her so much thas
she wo began to tremble. There were the two poor terrified women,
shut up in the narrowest corner of their splendid mansion, waiting
with impatience for the issue of so strange a conferemoe, and one
which so much troubled Monsieur de Crivelin. With whom was he
shut up? What was he saying? What powerful interest caunsed
him to hold converse with such a oreature at such an hour? -Adele
imagined Bertrand de Formont expiring. Madame de Crivelin
imagined a thousand impossibilities.

Meanwhile, this was what was passing in the room where M. de
Crivelin was shut ap with the lacquey.

% You know me, then, Eugene?”’ said this man to de Crivelin.

% You here ?” said M. de Crivelin; “you alive?”

“ When you thought I was dead! It¢'s funmy, isn't it? It is true,
too. Get me s glass of wine and a slics of bam, and you'll see that
I'm no ghost.”
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“ Come, Jules, this is not what you came for; speak, wreteh.”

% For six hours I have been waiting in this ante-room, hungry and
thirsty. I want to eat and drink.”

“ What do you say #”

¢ want to eat and drink. Come, go get me something yourself;
if you are afraid it will soil your waiter's hands to wait on me.”

Crivelin bent down his hoad and went out; a moment afterwards
he came in with a plate, which he set before the miserable fellow,
and ssid: “ Now speak, what do you want ?”

The person named Jules begtn to eat and spoke thus at the same
time: “ Listen, Eugene, this is what you wrote to me eighteen years
ago. ¢ You see, Jules, your fellies have resulted as I predioted. From
recklessness you have passed to error, from error to crime, and now a
disgraceful condemnation is upon your head. Since yow have escaped
from your prison, profit by your liberty to fly and fly alone. Do not
drag with you a child whieh scarcely yet has breathed, to make her
share the wandering life which you must seek in a new world. Leave
me your daughter. At the moment when the law reached you, mis-
fortune reached me; my daughter is dying. If God does not take
her, my daughter shall be a sister to yours; if she is taken from me,
your Marie shall take her place with us. Herewith is gold enough
for you to be enabled in your flight to make an honorable fortume.’
Is not that what you wrote me ?”

“1¢ is,” said Monsieur de Crivelin.

¢ Kight days afterwards,” resumed the man, “ you sat out with the
two children for Italy. Neither child had more than completed two
years, you went to rejoin your wife, who was forced to leave you, to
go and receive the last adieu and the pardon of her mother, who was
dying at Naples. Your marriage with her having been contrary te
the wish of her family, that noble family forbade your presence at this
reconoiliation. Your mother-in-law being dead, you were retarning
to your wife. As for me, in order the better to seoure my flight, I
placed on the margin of a river a letter, in which I said that I did
not wish to survive my shame; and a month after your departure,
you received the intelligence of my death. At the same moment,
your daughter died at Ancona, and you made a public deposition to
that effect, under the name which you then bore. Then you continued
your journey, allowing all the strangers whom you encountered to
eall the child who accompanied you, by your daughter's name.
Charmed with her grace, beauty and affection for yourself, you also

_ ealled her by your child’s name; and, travelling slowly, you looked
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forward with terror to the moment when yon would be obliged to tell
your wife that her daughter wasdead. Then, an idea suddenly struck
you. Your wife, in company with ber brother, Monsieur de Crivelin,
having gone to her dying mother, had left your Adele at three months
after her birth—at that age when a child’s face changes with every
succeeding year. Marie, (the daughter of Jules Marsilly, whom you
thought dead,) might, you thought, replace this lost Adele in her
mother’s eyes. Your wife was ill; the news of her daughter's death
might kill her; you resolved to deceive her. Marie Marsilly became
Adele Ligny.”

“ Since you know so well the feeling which dictated my conduct,
why do you attempt to make it appear a crime 7"’ asked M. de Crivelin.

“T am not blaming,” answered the drunkard, “ I am relating.”

He drank two glasses of wine and continued thus:

“Your ruse succeeded marvellously; it succeeded beyond your
expectations. Not only was your wife enchanted with this girl, so
beautiful and charming, her uncle, M. de Crivelin—who could not
forgive you for being his brother-in-law—became very much attached
to this child; and eight years after, he left all his fortune to her,
naming you her guardian, on condition that you would assume his
name. That is the way you came to return to France, under the
name of Eugene Ligny de Crivelin.”

“ But I did not deceive any one. I did not forswear my name.”

% You were incapable of that. Only the habit grew wpon you of
suppressing the Ligny, and of calling yourself M. de Crivelin; and as
I never heard that name mentioned much in my youth, I never should
have thought that the rich Mounsieur de Crivelin was my old college
comrade Fugene Ligny, had I not seen posted up at the door of the
mayor’s office in my quarter of the town the marriage banns of Made-
moiselle Adele Ligny de Crivelin with Count Bertrand de Formont.
Seeing this, I wondered how Adele, dead at Ancona, was alive at
Paris.”

It is a falsehood,” said M. de Crivelin, who thought he saw in this
assertion a hope of escape from his borrible situation.

“ My good fellow,” said the brigand to him, “ do not attempt a part
which you are not up to. I passed through Ancona the day after your
daughter’s death, and everybody was talking of your despair. Be-
sides, if neediul, the act of burial might be found. Listen to me,
patiently.”

The scoundrel finished a second bottle and resamed :

“You comprehend that, once on this track, the history of your
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romance is a8 easy to finish. You put my daughter in the place of
yours, and now you have arrived at the conviotion, perhaps, that she
is your child ¥

“Yes " oried M. de Crivelin. ¢ She is my child—my daughter—
my hope—my happiness! What will you? What do you ask ?”

“ Let us make the question clear, in order to answer it,” answered
the rowdy. *First, you stole my child from me—a crime provided
against by law. Then, in order to take the inheritance left by the
uncle, you produced a certificate of birth, which you applied to my
danghter, while the proof of your daughter’s death is to be now had
at Ancona. Thirdly, in order to have the banns of the pretended
Mademoiselle Ligny de Crivelin published, you used a title equally
false. This is incontrovertible. . Now, let us reason. For having
put another signature than my own at the bottom of a bit of paper, I
was condemned to fifteen years in the galleys. I am miserable and
dishonored, and I only owe not 