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SALUTATORY.

PrEesentiNG to the Masonic Fraternity the first number of Tue
AsHLAR, we fully realise that we have entered upon a great and jm-
portant undertaking. The enterprise of publishing a magazine,
devoted to the promotion of the principles and interests of the Order,
and worthy of its support, has been carefully considered, and has mb:
been commenced withont a willingness to meet, and a determination
to overcome, all obstacles which can reasonably be anticipated. The
field, on which we have entered, i3 as wide spread as the Universe:
the theme, which we have to contemplate, is lofty and ennobling, for
it leads the thoughtful “to view with reverence and admiration the
glorious works of creation, and inspires him with the most exalted
ideas of the perfections of his Divine Creator.”

The increasing prosperity of our Ancient Institution in the United
States—and especially in this section of the country—during the past

1—voL. 1. Ro. 1.



2 THE ASHLAR. '

few years, has created a demand for additional facilities for diffusing
information relative to Masonry, and enlightening those who desire to
study its principles and precepts, and take an interest in its advance-
ment. A knowledge of many facts, proceedings and statistics of a
local character, within this, or a neighboring jurisdiction, which, for
the benefit of the Craft, should be generally known and placed on a
permanent record, is now confined within a narrow compass. It is our
design, in establishing this periodical, to supply the demand to which
we have alluded.

TrE AsHLAR Will be devoted to the general interests of Masonry.
Each number will contain disquisitions—historical and philosophical
—calculated to impart useful knowledge respecting our Association,
inculeate its moral teachings and inspire a due respect and reverence
for its antiquity and worth. Affairs pertaining to the Fraternity in
the Northwest, will receive particular attention, and we shall strive to
keep our readers constantly and accurately informed of their condi-
tion. Full and correct reports will be given, from time to time, of
the proceedings of Masonic bodies.

No pains nor expense will be spared to make this a valuable work.
We have already made arrangements with some of the best Masonic
writers in the country, to furnish communications for future numbers ;
and shall, as soon as our arrangements are completed—which will be
in a short time—have a corps of learned and able correspondents.
To the general management of the publication, and particularly to the
cditorial department, we pledge the Brethren, our best and untiring
efforts shall be given.

With the aids and facilities that will be at our command, we intend
to make Tae AsarLar not a dull, monotonous volume, but & Zving,
breathing book adapted to the progressive and stirring age in which
we live. Its matter shall be varied ; the grave and the gay—serious
disquisition, fiction, anecdote, poetry and current news—(all, how-
ever, relating directly or indirectly to our Order or its principles,)—
will, we trust, give freshness and interest to its pages.

The present number is designed as a specimen of the external, and
not the snzernal, qualifications of our work. In preparing this issae,
weo have met with the embarrassments which usually attend the com-
mencement of such a project. It was necessary to have our plates
and cuts made in New York; and we have found it important to
carry on an extensive correspondence with Masons in various parts of
the country. The details of the mechanical execation of the book
have made a large demand on our time and attention ; and we bave
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been, a8 it were, without working tools, not having had ezchanges—
the great fount whence an editor collects his materials, and often
draws his inspiration. Many of these difficulties are now overoome,
and will not have to be encountered again.

However great may be our efforts, such a work as we propose to
make, cannot be successfully carried on and placed upon a permanent
basis, without the cordial co-operation and liberal patronage of the
Brethren in Michigan. In infanoy, it must depend on them for its
main sapport. If they but give prompt assistance, THE AsHLAR, we
confidently hope, will, in a few months, be read in every State in the
Union, reflecting credit on its early patrons, and extending the infln-
ence and blessings of our Ancient Order.

MASONIC PUBLICATIONS.

Two theusand years ago, ArcHIMEDES, explaining the prineiple and
use of the lever to Hiero, King of Syraeuse, exclaimed in the heat of
his enthusiasm : “ Give me where to stand and I will move the world.”
Since the days of that celebrated mathematieian, by the application
of the knowledge that he imparted, an invention has been made, which,
though it moves not the physical earth, yet moves the world. It isa
far greater triumph than any which ArceiMepEs aehieved in the field
of science, and serves as a means to preserve his name and fame, and
hand them down to coming ages. We allude to the art of printing.
Previous to its existence, the greatest productions of the most learned
and gifted statesmen, philosophers and poets, had but a very limited
circalation. The immortal verses of HoMER were known in his day
only as he sang them before listening crowds, while travelling from
country to country; an intimate knowledge of the discoveries and in-
ventions of PYTHAGORAS, ARISTOTLE, and SocrATEs, was confined to
their pupils and immediate followers ; the eloquent and stirring ora-
tions of TremistocLks and CicEro, though they held large and atten-
tive audiences spell-bound, were familiar to few who had not heard
them delivered. Long before the present day, might the works of
such men have become extinot, had not the art of printing put them
on a durable record, and scattered them throughont the civilized
world.
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As the facilities for spreading new ideas and information en-
large, in the same proportion does the intelligence of mankind in-
crease. The Greeks and Romans were ignorant and superstitious;
and why? They had men as gifted by nature a8 any the world ever
saw ; men who cultivated their intellects and produced works which
wmoderns have never excelled. The speeches of the two great orators,
whom we have mentioned, ave unsurpassed by any on record, in
logic, eloquence or rhetoric; and the paintings and statues of an-
cient artists, as far as we can judge from the blemished and disfig-
ured remains that have come down to us, defy the skill of the present
age, in exoellence of conception and accuracy and truthfulness of exe-
cution. A few intelligent and highly cultivated minds, however great
their powers, do not constitute a nation. Such was the case in Greeoe
and Rome. A vast majority of the people were wholly untutored,
and lived steeped in ignorance. Slowly and gradually the world pro-
gressed in knowledge, till printing became known. The usefulness of
the art was immediately demonstrated ; new light at once spread over
mankind, and civilization received a powerful impetus. 8ince that
period, the rapidity with which every branch of knowledge has ad-
vanoed, is truly astonishing. The recent revelations, which have been
made in the arts and sciences, are without a parallel in the previous
history of man. By them, valuable aids and assistants have been
given to the Press. Within the recollection of men who have but
just entered the active business of life, the potent agency of steam has
vrought a wonderful revolution; it has woven a net-work of iron bands
over countries, and brought into contact, places that were before re-
mote and almost entirely separated ; it has well-nigh annihilated space
and time, and united two remote continents, since, crossing three
thousand miles of sea in ten short days, we hardly lose sight of the
ohurch steeples of New England before we perceive the smoky tops
of Liverpool. At a still later day, the magnetic battery was made
the most wonderful agent in the power of man; and now, while our
own country is covered with a fine net work, over which thousands of
messages of love and sorrow are passing between distant friends, the
unseen and subtle fluid is bearing the tidings of battle and alaughter
from Sebastopol to England. The agency of steam, therefore, and the
magnetio battery are powerful aids of the Printing Press in diffasing
knowledge and civilization among men.

The human race has progressed rapidly within the last few hundred
years, and stands to-day in advance of its position at any former
period. Discoveries, inventions and improvements were never so nu-
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merous as they have been during the present century. This is attribu-
table directly to the large number of publications, and the quickness
and facility with which information of transpiring events is communi-
cated. In the United States, the vast mass of the people can read and
write, and are in the habit of perusing newspapers and books ; and in
many countries of Europe, a large portion of monarchial subjects have
received thorough instruction in the rudiments of the branches of
knowledge usually taught in our common schools. It is obvious, then,
that a greater number of people can be reached and influenced by pub-
lications, than in any other way. A popular book is written in thie
country—and in a few weeks, it is translated into almost every language
in Europe, and read in every province of the Eastern Continent. To-
day, the works of WasmixeTox IrRVING may be found scattered through
England, Spain, France, Germany and other countries.

True as is the remark, that Masonry and Civilization have gone
hand in hand since the date of the earliest historical information, the
most available means have not always been sufficiently employed to
spread the light of our Ancient Institution among those who wander
in darkness, and increase its strength, and the extent of its benign in-
fluence. Enough has not been known by those out side of our Order,
and indeed by a large number in it, of its history and its philosophy.
Ignorance has éngendered prejudices, and led many, upon a superficial
examination, or, a8 is more frequently the case, none at all, to condemn
what they know nothing about. This state of things is, in & great
degree, to be attributed to the scarcity of Masonic publications.

Near the commencement of the eighteenth century, history informs
wus our Order was so far shorn of its honors, and had so far deelin-
ed, that there were only four working Lodges in the South of Eng-
land, and those were ‘attended by few members, and sustained with
difficulty. The dignity and importance of the Institution were de-
creasing in public estimation, and a darkness, that seemed almost
impenetrable, was brooding over it. Those who sought to revive it
and restore its ancient influence, saw that some more active and deci-
sive measures must be adopted to refute the attacks of its enemies.
The great object of enquiry was as to its age. If its antiquity coukl
not be established beyond reasonable doubt, it would fall beneath the
assaults of those who asserted that it was merely a temporary society
which would soon end its short existence, like hundreds of other asso-
ciations that had died out when their novelty had worn away. To meet
this objection and silence foes, the Grand Lodge, in 1721, dirested
Dr. Axpgzrson, the Junior Grand ‘Warden, to “ collect copies of the
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old Gothic constitutions and digest them into a better method.” This
was accordingly done; and the result of Dr. ANDERSON'S labors was
ordered to be printed; but some of the brethren, becoming alarmed
lest the secrets of the Order should thereby be exposed, burned a
portion of the manusoript. The light, however, whioh was diffused by
what remained, was sufficient to accomplish the purpose for which it
was designed; and the remote antiquity of Masonry was not again
called in question. The moment the Order began to rise in respecta-
bility, and flourish, as it did soon after the publication of Dr. ANDER-
son's digest of the Ancient Constitutions, it received numerous attacks.
The Brethren permitted them to go unanswered: relying upon the
invulnerability of the living principles of their faith, they maintained
what in modern days is called a “ masterly inaotivity.” Not seeking
to make proselytes, they were contented to enjoy the benefits of the
Institution without extending its privileges to those outside the pale,
and without fear that its stability would be shaken. As well as their
association might be able to etand against “the ruthless hand of ig-
norance,” “the devastations of war,” “the ravages of barbarous
force,” and the foes which constantly surrounded it, they began to
realize that publio opinion demanded of them proper demonstrations
of respect, and that they were deing themselves injustice by their long
and apparently contemptuous silence, and unnecessarily retarding tke
osuse which they desired most to advance. Accordingly, the at-
tention .of the Lodges was directed to the subject, and by their
authority addresses were prepared and delivered before public au-
diences. No elaborate refutation of the arguments embodied in the
numerous publications of opponents, appeared till 1738, when Dr. Ax-
DERSON put forth his celebrated defence. This conteined strong and
unanswerable argaments in vindication of the ceremonies and rites of
the Order, and so great was its influence that Masonry immediately
gained a large accession to its numbers, and obtained a stronger
footing. New Lodges were established in every town of importance
in England, and Provincial Grand Masters were appointed to take
charge of affairs in distant districts, and preserve the Qrder in its
purity.

As in remote, 80 has it been in recent, times. Judicious publica-
tions on the history and philosophy of Masonry have tended to
remove doubts as to its antiquity and genuineness, and have been the
means of diffusing much useful information among the Brethren. Al-
thowgh such beneficent consequences have followed the publishing of
disquisitions on our Institution, and the spread of news respecting its.
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current movements in various parts of the world, the necessity of pub-
lications, properly conducted by members of the Fraternity, cannot bé
too strongly urged. In the view which we have taken, we are sup-
ported by Rev. G. Orwver, D. D., Past D. P. Grand Master for
Linconshire, one of the most learned Masons of this or any other age,
who says:

% With humble submission, I conceive it to be an error in judgment
to discountenance the publicatien of philosophical disquisitions on the
subject; because such a proceeding would not only induce the world
to think that our pretensions are incapable of enduring the test of
free enquiry; but would also have a tendency to restore the dark
of superstition, when even the sacred writings were prohibited, under
an l:‘})‘rrehemion that their contents misht be misunderstood, or per-
verted, to the propagation of unsound doctrines and pernicious prac-
tices; and thus would ignorance be transmitted as a r:gacy from one
generation to another.” .

+ In 1845 the same distinguished brother said: “ There can be no
rational doubt, however, but the moral influence of Masonry would be
much more powerful and efficient—its funds would be increased, and
its charities better supported, if the sources of intelligence amongst
the Fraternity were augmented, and a higher grade of science substi-
tuted for the meagre outline which at present prevails in our Lodges.”

Masonic publications, devoted to the elucidation of historical and
philosophical faets, and the imparting of current news respecting the
proceedings of the Order, are not calculated to call forth bitter argn-
ments.or hostile controversies. As wise men, we judge the future, in
a great degree, by the past. What injury have the works of our op~
ponents done? From 1675 to 1793 there were more than forty-five
publications which were put before the world as exposures of the
secrets of Masonry. These works pretended to reveal the rites and
ceremonies of the Lodges and all the mysteries of the Order. They
were heralded with high sounding names. Among them, was the fa-
mous work of PricHagD, entitled, ¢ The Secrets of Masonry made
Known To All Men.” Within a few years, the works of Stonz, Mor-
oaN and Bernarp, and other pretended revelations, have appeared in
this country. What injury have these spurious publications inflicted
on our time-honored Institution? None whatever. The tremendous
excitement which existed in the United States when MoroaN was
supposed to have been abducted for the publication of his book, is
probably well remembered by most of our readers. The opposition
to our Order swept over the land like a whirl-wind ; it divided politi-
cal parties—decided the elections of States, and separated families.
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Where is the Anti-Masonic party now, and where stands our Institu-
tion? The former has dwindled away, and its history is written in
the past; the latter survives, having passed through the ordeal, un-
scathed, and is inoreasing in strength and numbers with unexampled
rapidity. It is not assdmption on our part, therefore, when we say
that our Association is not injured by the spurious works of opponents
and the hostility that they may engender; and that the Order is bene-
fitted—those in darkness are enlightened, and Brethren are instracted
—by Masonic publications judiciously and properly conduoted.

The present age is a stirring one. Wars and rumors of wars are
rife. The arts and sciences are advancing. In the midst of this pro-
gressive march of the nineteenth century, our ancient Order should
not loiter. The beneficent work, in which it is engaged, makes imper-
ative demand on the time and energies of every Brother. With
unfeigned pleasure, do we see the Craft every where increasing
—especially throughout the United States and in Michigan. It is
prospering from Maine to California. The Lodges have more work
than ever before, and the influence of the religious principles and pre-
cepts which our Association inculcates, is more widely felt every day.
God speed the good work !

As our numbers increase, a demand arises for additional means
to instruot the newly initiated. The information, gained at our private
communications, is well as far as it goes; but it is too meagre to
satisfy the cravings of any Brother who is anxious to comprehend the
true spirit and scope of our Institution. He, who looks upon the
lectures and work of our Lodges as mere forms, and sees not in them
symbols of morality and illustrations of vital truths, fails to appreciate
the benefits and beauties of the Order. Lectures and work are not the
end—they are not the aZZ of the Association; they are means (tested
by ages) to inculcate religious lessons and keep Brethren in the paths
of rectitude and virtue. To rightly comprehend them, and appreciate
their value, the history of our Order must be thoroughly searched and
understood, and its philosophy must not be overlooked. The study
is grand and ennobling, and is continually opening to the eye of the
student new fields of beauty and usefulness. To one who applies him-
self to the task with a determination to overcome obstacles and gain
success, the forms and ceremonies of the Lodges are soon clothed with
a moral power, which cannot fail to exercise a salutary influence on
his actions and life.

Amid their daily avocations, a vast majority of the Brethren do not
find leisure to devote to the reading of a long history—extending back,
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in fact, beyond the date of the earliest records,—the details of which
can be gathered only by perusing numerous volumes; nor have they
the means to prooure the works which contain such information. It
is necessary, therefore, that they should bave the facts of history con-
densed and arranged for them, and the dark passages elucidated, by
those who have the time to devote to its study.

It is to supply the wants to which we have alluded, as well as for
other reasons, the enumeration of which would greatly lengthen this
article, that Masonic publications are needed. Such works, under ju-
dicious management, do not in any way reveal the arcana of our
Order. Those should, in no case, be hinted at; they dwell in the re-
positories of faithful breasts, where cowans and eaves-droppers cannot
enter, and whence no torture can extort them. “ Our leading tenets
are no secrets,” says the Rev. 8arLex Town, formerly Grand Chaplain
of the Royal Arch Chapter of the Btate of New York; * * * “bya
full and fair exposition of our great leading principles, we betray no se-
crete” This view of the subject is endorsed by Brother OLiver, who
says it is the opinion, 80 far as he “ has been able to judge, from an
extensive correspondence with learned Brethren in every quarter of
the globe, of every other intelligent Mason.”

In this day, when the Press is throwing off hundreds of thousands
of publications on every subject—from the scientific and philosophical
to the most frivolous—when knowledge is thereby quickly, and at
small cost, diffused among all classes of people, a proper appreciation
of the value of our ancient Institution, a due consideration of the great
principles and precepts which it inculcates—an ardent desire to bring
to light those who are yet in darkness, and extend to them the pow-
erful and soothing influence of the benign virtues—friendship, moral-
ity, brotherly-love and eharlty—should create among the Craft a
willingness and determination to seize upon the great lever which
moves the world, and employ it as a means to give sight to the blind,
relief to the distressed, and keep our Order in the vanguard of the
progressive movements of the century. We must suit ourselves to
the age in which we live. This can be done without removing ancient
landmarks, or countenancing a deviation from the established usage and
customs of the Fraternity. The ancient landmarks, usage and customs
are known only to the accepted, and having come down to us from time
immemorial, are rendered sacred by age which has demonstrated their
necessity and usefulness. It is for the very purpose of proteoting
them in their purity, by spreading a knowledge of the history and

philosophy of our Association, that we should employ the best facil-
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ities within our reach, for communicating intelligence. Pursning
euch a course, .the popularity of Masonry will continue to increase ;
the Institution will gain numbers and strength slowly but surely, and
taking no step backward, will go on in its great and holy work till
time shall be no more, and its members shall be gathered in that ce-
lestial Lodge above where the Supreme Architect of the Universe
presides.

EXTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS OF BROTHER
LEWIS CASS.

Iz is with peculiar pleasure that we exhume from the “ Masonick
Record” of the past, the truthful and noble sentiments of a distin-
guished Brother, who, though his shadow is lengthening in the east,
still possesses, in a remarkable degree, the strength and vigor of man-
hood, and lives among us to enjoy the social intercourse of family and
friends, and the fame which a long life, devoted to the service of his
country, has won. The most able and eminent of his contemporaries,
WessTeR, CaLHOUN, CLAY—the foremost men of the world—and others
less gifted by nature, have, one after another, been stricken down by
his side, while his days have been lengthened, and his path has been
spread with prosperity and wealth. Gen. Cass is now nearly seventy-
three years of age. The ardor of his ingenuous youth has abated, and the
spark, which once shown in his eye and told of the energy and resolu-
tion hidden within, has been dimmed by time; but we trust that the
fires early kindled in his soul by the ever-living principles and pre-
cepts of our ancient Institution, and its most excellent tenets, continue
to burn brightly, irradiating the closing years of his earthly career.
The eloquent language which fell from his lips, when, in opening man.
hood, he spake of the benefits and moral beauties of our Order, and
sought to inculeate its virtues, though not tempered and constructed
in accordance with the rigid taste which extensive scholastic attain-
ments and maturer judgment may have formed, will find a suitable
place among the most enduring of his productions, and will remain
one of the noblest monuments which he has reared to his memory.

The following beautiful extracts are taken from an Oration deliver-
ed at Zanesville, Ohio, on the festival of Saint John the Evangelist,
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December 27th, 5810, before the Lodge of Amity. Subsequently, the
yuthor was successively Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ohio
mnd Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Michigan.

¢ ¢ * «Upon this sacred and solemn festival, it would be useless,
were it possible, to penetrate that mist of obscurity which envelopes the
origin of our society. Coeval with civilization, and anterior to history, it
mocks the inquiries of the curious, and baffles the researches of the
antiquarian. But great is our cause of rejoicing and of pride, when
we contrast its durations with the fleeting fabrics of man. Those stu-
dous works, which excited the wonder of the ancient world, and
?::med an epoch in history, have ages since mouldered into dust ; but
this moral edifice, joining the vigor of youth to the maturity of age,
has outlived their glorg, and now mourns their fall. The lofty and
aspiring oak hath yielded to the rude blast of the whirlwind, while
the meek and lowly willow, safe in its humility, hath defied the torna-
do and the tempest. Thus has it fared with the institutions of man.
Too proud to seek safety in the vale of obscurity, and too weak to
wichstand the rude shock of time, they have successively fallen before
the mighty destroyer. Few are the works of art, and still fewer of
genius, which have escaped the ravages of time and the ruthless at-
tacks of barbarians. So perishable indeed have been the monuments
of human industry, that scarcely a shattered column of a broken pilas-
ter now directs the eager eye of the inquiring traveller to the most
celebrated scenes of ancient story. The memorials of liberty have
been ss mutable as the vestiges of slavery, and not a solitary stone
now remains of those monuments erected at Marathon and Thermop-
yl=, to commemorate the heroic deeds which secured freedom and
independence to Greece, and deathless glory to her history. But far
different is the picture which our society presents. Founded upon
the eternal pillars of Charity and Benev , its arch has spanned
creation, amf its walls have encircled the whole family of man. From
a weak and feeble beginning, it has arisen to a gigantic stature, un-
precedented in the annals of the world. The ray, which once feebly
and faintly glimmered in the Porch of the Temple at Jerusalem, has
become a glorious and resplendent luminary, cheering with its beams
and dazeling with its lustre.
Amid the convulsions which have recently agitated society, and
which have unhinged individual as well as national principles, it is
rather a source of regret than surprise, that the purity of our doctrines
has not preserved us from the effects of that tempest which has deso-
lated the moral world. Surely when the altar has been prostrated to
make room for idolatrous statues, and when the temples of Christian-
ity have been polluted by the unhallowed orgies of infidelity, we had
little reason to expect an exemption from the demoralizing calamity.
The phantoms of distempered imaginations, and the fables of interest-
ed malice, have found advocates and supporters. We too have been
dm;;ed with wishing to demolish the fabric of government, and to sap
the foundations of society. That horror which ought always to be
excited by every attempt to shake the pillars of morality, has been
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transferred to the &urest institation which has descended from the
wisdom of our forefathers. How unfounded are the suspicions and
how unjust the charge, can alone be known by us, who are conversant
with its principles and regulations. To those who are ignorant of its
aim and object, it is only necessary to recall the memory of those ven-
erable and celebratea men, whose names yet add lustre to our society.
Let it ever be recollected, with joy and pride, that Locke, Warren,
Franklin and Washington, beautified their columns in the Temple
of Masonry, men, to whom the pageantry of wealth and splendor of
birth afforded no adventitious ornament. If we are accused of enter-
taining designs hostile to the peace of society, we unroll our records
and point to the name of , 8 man whose mental eye penetrated
the profound abyss of the human mind, and whose luminous writings
established the liberties of thc world upon a basis néver to be under-
mined by the approaches of tyrany or the attacks of power. The im-
mortal Warren, with a host of revolutionary patriots, upon whom
death has served the summons of the Grand Master, upon Bunker's
awful mount, sealed with his blood those principles which our society
inculcated and he professed. A crowd of virtuous and illustrious men,
who are performing their parts with applause upon the great theatre
of life, are living witnesses of our purity and innocence. Are we not
united to society by the same indissoluble bonds of affection and con-
sanguinity with our fellow-citizens? Is not our country as near and
ber rights as dear to us, as to those with whom suspicion is proof, and
prejudice conviction? Away then with such unfounded suspicions,
such injurious surmises—they are only fit to adorn the pages of a ve-
nal writer, and to cause alarm where t{e government is maintained by
force, and the people submit through fear.

We have no hesitation in conceding that our principles are more
spotless than our practice, and our doctrines purer than our lives;
but it surely requires little observation to be convinced that a system
and its professors are frequently at variance, and that the.conduct of
the one furnishes an inaccurate standard by which to appreciate the
merits of the other. Those who are most accute to discern and most
willing to acknowledge the obligations of morality, are not thereby
exempted from the errors and frailties which are incident to humani-
ty. The abuse of a thing is no valid objection to its inherent good-
ness. There is nothing which the vices of men may not convert to
base and unworthy purposes—the good will become dim, and the most
fine gold changed. Even the benign religion of the Prince of Peace
has been made the unwilling instrument of the greatest enmormities
that have stained the pages of history. * * If then, a religion, whose
corner stone is Mercy, has been thus perverted from its oniinal pur-
pose, let it never be the reproach of K{mnry that its members have
failed to fulfil its duties and obligations. * * *

But to be exempted from evil is to us no praise—we aspire to a far
different character. The exercise of our principles calls forth the no-
blest sentiment engrafted upon the corrupt heart of man. Hail!
Heaven-born Charity ! Along the bleak and dreary waste of life, how
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few are the flowers that gild the soene! how scattered the spots which
are fertile in happiness | To the hapless and benighted traveller thy
rays cheer the solitary gloom, and thy smiles enliven the darksome
But that charity, which constitutes the bond of our union,
the cement of our edifice, is not circumscribed within the narrow
bounds of feeding the hungry and clothing the naked. Its influence
in the social circle is far more important and extensive : It teachesus
candidly to appreciate the motives of others, and to “7record their
virtues in brass and their vices in water.” Itis of vital consequence,
in those collisions of interest and conflicts of opinion which agitate
society, by checking the turbulence of ungovernable passions. It is
the moral rainbow, which extending its luminous circle over the social
hemisphere, tinges every object with its mild and mellow radiance, at
once an attendant on the tempest and a pledge of its departure. It
is the Corinthian pillar of our Order—the entablature which adds
grace, and Stl'enft , and beauty to the fabric of Masonry. Without
it, the cedar of Liebanon and the marble of Paros would remain rude,
unshapen materials in the hands of the artist. Upon this rock of ages
we may safely build, and bid defiance to the storms of calumny and
detraction which exhaust their feeble rage around us.

To this respected audience, I will now disclose the great secret of
Masonry—I will reveal the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end, of our institation :—It is to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked.
to cherish the disconsolate, and to introduce into the world a spirit of
charity, benevolencs and humanity—a spirit which can alone strike
the red standard of war, and give to the indigent and oppressed, comn-
petenoce for poverty, and freedom for slavery. To lighten the burden
of life and to refresh the weary pilgrim on his journey, are our noblest
duties and our highest pleasures—they form the key-stone in our arch
of virtue Are these designs laudable and these duties pleasant?
Ask the way-worn traveller—ask the shipwrecked seaman—ask the
wounded soldier.

When the w wanderer, far removed from family, from friends
and home, is ready to sink beneath accumulated woes, and stunds

hast at misery’s haggard eye, he is then cheered with the consola:
tions of philanthropy and the attentions of friendship—a balm which
Gilead never aﬁ'or«fed, and a medicine which no physician there could

When the weather-beaten sailor has seen the companions of his
misfortunes overwhelmed by the awful tempest, and when only one
frail plank preserves him from the untried world of spirits, how grate-
fal must be his feelings, and how exquisite his sensations, to dis-
cover that the spectator, who surveys his danger from the distant
cliff, is a brother—to call upon him in that universal language, which
is intelligible in every country, in characters as legible and as impres-
sive as those which annonnced to the wondering king of Babylon the

destruction of his empire, and the termination of his life !

‘What sayest thou, stranger, is not the remembrance of such an in-
stitution pleasant to the sufferer? Yes, more fragrant than Arabian
casgia, more precious than the Gold of Ophir.

2—VoOL. L NO. L
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But the triumphant scene of our society yet remains to be display-
ed. When the miserable victim of savage barbarity is attached to the
stake, and the flames are kindled around him; when this world and
its enjoyments are fast receding from his view, and the inexorable ty-
rant a;e)sroaches in his most horrible form, then is the firmest mind
appalled and the most co us heart will tremble. To be cut off
in the flower of manhood, and in the full possession of reason and of
health; to be driven into eternity by every torture which savage ma-
lignity can invent, and to have the agonies of death prolonged till the
feeble frame of man sinks beneath him, is horrible beyond description.
‘Who can contemplate such & picture without emotion? Who could
sustain such a scene with firmpess?—This is not an idle tale of the
imagination: It is a situation in which & man was placed, who sus-
tained a most important part in our revolutionary contest,with honor
to himself and advantage to his country. -The fate of war had placed
him at the disposal of the merciless savage, and preparations were
made to immolate him to their fury. He was pinioned to the stake,
and his funeral pile was lighted around. He was united to the world
by all that can render life pleasant and desirable—by the endearments
of conjugal affection—by tine charms of parental love—and all about
him to be severed by one stroke of the fell destroyer!| But when the
silver chord was almost loosened, and the golden bowl broken at the
fountain, when nothing was seen but implacable enemies, and nothing
heard but the savage yell, dread herald of destruction! he gave that
mystic signal of distress, which never yet was displayed without causc,
nor seen without emotion. The effect was instantaneous: his foes
were scattered, his funeral pile was demolished, and himself relieved
by an arm, which, till then, had been raised for his destruction ! *

* * *» We arraign no man’s political opinions, we interfere with
no man's religious creed—to his country and himself we leave the one,
to his conscience and his God we commit the other. Inhabitants of
hostile countries, men separated from the land of their nativity by in-
tervening oceans, assemble at our festive meetings, and present their
votive offerings upon the altar of masonry. All their prejudices and
opinions, which might disturb the peace or interrupt the harmony of
the lodge, are left as useless incumbrances at its door. They loosc
the sandals from their feet, for the ground whereon they stand 1s holy.
They re-enter the world better prepared for its duties and avocations,

* This alludes to Col. Jorx McKixsThY, who died at Livingston. New York, in the year 1822, aged

80. He was a gallant soldier of the revolution, served during the whole of the war, received sever-
al wounds, and carried with him to the grave some of the enemy’s balls. Of him the Hudson
Whig sald :—* One incident in the life of this veteran. is too remarkable to be passed lushgy over.
At the battle of the Cedars, i}mny miles below Montreal, on the 8t. Lawrence,) Col. J. McKixs-
TRY, then a Captain In_Col. PATERSOX'S 'ment of Continental troops, was twice wounded, and
taken prisoner by the Indians. The intrepldity of Capt. McKINSTRY, ay a partizan officer, hal ren-
dered him alike the object of their fears and their unforgiving resentment. The British ofticers
were too much {n dread of their savage allies, on account of thelr vast supertority of numbers, to
risk an interposition ot thelr authority to prevent the horrid sacritice they saw preparing. Al-
ready hal the victim been bound to the tree, and surrounded by the fuggots intended for his imine.-
lation; hope had fied; and in the agony of despair he had uttered that mystic ng 1 which the
brotherhood of Masons never d'srernl :—when, as if Heaven had Interposed for his preservation,
the warrior BRANDT understood gnd saved him. BRANDT had been educated in Enm{lo; and hadt
there been initiated into the mysteries of Freemasonry, The advantages of education and his
native strength of mind gave him an ascendency over the uncultivated sons of the forest, that few
other chiefs . Situated as he was, the impending danger of a brother, mjust have forcibly
‘brought to his mind his obilixations to support him in time of peril. His utmost endeavors were
mmn&yl used, and they were happily successful {u obtalning for him an immediate respite and
an eventful ransom.” .
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and more fitted for the cultivation and attainment of those ?ualities,
without which the comforts of life and the refinemerts of society
would yield to savage and barbarous pursuits. The Christian returns
0 hu%en ; the Jew to his SBynagogue; the Mahometan to his
Mosque, the Indian to his Pagoda, more suitably impressed with
reverence for the Great Architeot of all things, by the solemn and im-
posing ceremonies they have wil i
and Brethren—On this natal day of him whose
life formed a bright constellation of masonic virtues, we are assembled .
to commemorate the institution of our Order, and pay the tribute of
fraternal affection to our brethren, who have merited 1t by the purity
of their lives and the benevolence of their deeds. * * *

Let, therefore, the wisdom of Solomon, the fidelity of Hiram, and
the virtaes of Saint John, become memorable examples, to conduct us
through the perilous journey of life, and finally to bring us to that
pure and perfect llight, where misfortunes will be obliterated in
the fallness of perfect beatitade.

Let the valor of Warren, the philanthropy of Franklin, and the pa-
triotism of Washingten, this day fill eve [v\eart, and dwell on every
tongue. May the cassia bloom perennial over their graves, for they
have gene down cloudless in the west, ripe in years, and full of virtue.

Warriors and conquerors, how light is the pageantry of your tri-
umphs, when wei in the balance of a nation’s love!| How trivial
your fame, when compared with the memory of these benefactors of
mankind, these friends of millions! The glory of heroes has become
cheap and common. Every age and almost every nation has been
fertile in sanguinary despots who have waded through death and des-
olatien o a short-lived fame. They thicken their numbers, they
multiply their ranks, as we view them through the long telescope of
history, till they become almost as undistinguished as the soﬁleiers
whom thefy led to slaughter. Mankind, recalled to reasen by a recol-
lection of their sufferings, have at length resolved to bestow their
gratitade and esteem upon their friends and benefactors enly, and
titled robbers, whose power is too great to dread the stroke of justice
or the lash of satire, will find a sure though tardy punishment in the
execration of that posterity, from whose judgment there is no appeal.
But the fame of these, our departed brethren, resembles a beacon
erected on a dangerous coast to guide the weary mariner to his long-
sought port. Amid the howlings of the storm and the obseurity of the
night, it darts its rays athwart the ocean, shining with radiant splen-
dor upon the interminable darkness, cheering the desponding seaman,
and conducting his shattered bark to the haven of rest, the land of
security. ,

Nor is all our sensibility due to departed worth : Living virtue also
claims its share. Let# us still recollect that however unjustly the
world will confound our doetrines with our practice, and will juc%e of
our prineiples by the purity of our lives—it therefore becomes us to
test our netions b{ the aquare of inte%'it , and to restrain our desires

by the compass of daty. Let us not build on a sandy foundation, nor
dawb with untempered mentar. Carry into the world the recollection
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of those obligations, which are designed to make us moral men and
quiet citizens, to improve the manners and meliorate the heart. In
the asperity of political discussions, in the warmth of religious dis-
putes, in the numberless controversies which embitter the peace of
Rociety, recollect the principles they inculcate and enjoin. Be ever
ready to extend to others that charity you have a right to expect.
Remember the forgotten, attend to the neglected, visit the forsaken.
Bear prosperity with equinimity, and adversity with fortitude ; never
forgetting, as it was your fate to meet on the level, so is it your duty
ta part on the square. You will thus find refreshment in the South,
and your reward in the West. And when the wealth and honor, and
pomp and power of this world shall fall before the mighty destroyer;
when the shadows of life shall be dissolved in the realities of futurity,
and wheu the morning of eternity shall dawn, ye will be admitted into
that Lodge, where knowledge and virtue and happiness shall continue
progressively to increase; when the proudest monuments of human
industry, and this stupendous work of the Omnipotent Architect,shall
have passed away, “and like the baseless fabric of a vision left not a
wreck behind."—So may it be.

M. W. GEORGE W. PECK,
GRAND MASTER OF THE GRAND LODGE'OF MICHIGAN.

Tae beautiful frontispiece® of this number presents our readers
with an excellent likeness of the present Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Michigan.

Georce W. Prck was born in the city of New York, where he
passed the days of his infancy and early youth. After the usual
preparatory education, he commenced the study of the Law in 1837.
Two years subsequently, when nearly ready to enter the Bar, he emi-
grated to Michigan, with the intention of commencing the practice of
his profession. Unforeseen circumstances prevented the immediate
execution of his design; and he was engaged in mercantile pursuits
in Oakland and Livingston counties till 1841. He then resumed the
study of Law ; was admitted to the Bar the year following, and com-
menced practice in the town of Brighton. The next three years, his
entire attention was directed to the business of his profession. He
met with good success, but found in “ Backwoods' " practice little op:
portunity to acquire distinotion or pecuniary profit.

“ This is a first class stecl engraving. The plate was made in New York, from a Daguerreotype
by one of the best eugravers in the country. The mechanical execution of the work speaks éot
itsett. The entire cost of the engraving was one Aundred and Af%y dallars.
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In 1845, Mr. Prck was elected a member of the Michigan House
of Representatives. In this new sphere of action, he distinguished
himself as a forcible, fluent and eloquent debater, and at once took a
stand beside the ablest of his contemporaries. The following session
of 1847, he again served as a member of the House, having been re-
elected in the fall of the previous year. The undoubted evidence
which he had given of his ability, and the distinction which he had
won, as a legislator, commanded the respeot of his political associates
and marked him as onc worthy of their confidence and esteem. Ac-
cordingly, although the youngest member of the House, he was elected
speaker, over such distinguished and able competitors as Joun J.
Apan, Davip A. NosLe and others—men of talent and experience.
As a presiding officer, he was affable in his manners, clear in his un-
derstanding of parliamentary rules, remarkably ready in his rulings,
and impartial and firm in his decisions. The session, during which
he servcd as speaker, was the last that was held in Detroit.

In the spring of 1847, Mr. Peck removed to Lansing, the present
capital of the State, where he now resides, having identified himself
with the foundation and progress of that city. He was the first Post
Master of the place. In 1848, he was appointed Secretary of State,
and served two years in that capacity. In 1852, he became proprie-
tor of the “ Michigan State Journal)” (a weekly newspaper published
at Lansing.) and Printer for the State. He found the Journal poor,
and supported by a meagre patronage; and left it a few months since,
in a flourishing condition, and with a stand equal at least to that of
any other periodical of its kind in Michigan.

In the fall of last year, Mr. Peck was elected by the citizens of his
District to represent them in the House of Representatives of the
next Congress.

Since 1845, the subject of this notice has been constantly before
the public, as a politician and a speaker, and has taken an active part
in canvasses and elections. It is not, however, in such spheres that
he bas won the laurels which entitle him to the respect and esteem of
Masons. There is a bright page in his histery that claims special
attention in this place.

In 1846, our Order in Michigan was weak, and its members were
dispirited ; it lived, but its pulse was feeble, and the signs of return-
ing strength were hardly preceptible. There were but four or five
working Lodges in the Jurisdiction. This state of things tended to
bring our Association into disrepute, and restrained many,who thought

favorably of its principles and objects, from entering its ranks. At
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that time, Georce W. PEck, convinced that the precepts and aims of
the Institution were pure and lofty, and exerted a beneficial influence
on mankind, petitioned for the benefits of Masonry. He was initia-
ted, passed and raised in Detroit Lodge No. 2, of Detroit. Brother
Pecx immediately became an active member of the Fraternity, and
to the present day, has given much of his time, his talents, and a
large portion of his pecuniary means, to the promotion of its intereste.
He was one of the founders of Lansing Lodge No. 3, and its first
Worshipful Master. He helped to establish Brighton Lodge No. 42,
and was also its first Master. In 1852, he took an active part in the
formation of Capital Lodge of Strict Observance,in Lansing,and was
then chosen to its highest office, which he continues to occupy. For
the period of eight years, therefore, he has been in the discharge of
the active duties of the presiding officer of a Lodge.

The readiness with which Brother Peck acquired the lectures, the
facility with which he gained a knowledge of the work—his apprecia-
tion of their design and real value—fitted him to perform the arduous
and responsible duties of the offices to which he has been elected.
‘We need not state that he early gained distinction among the Fra-
ternity, and won their love and respect. ‘Conolusive evidence is
furnished by the facts stated.

At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the State,
in January, 1854, Brother PEck, was -élected Graand Master of that
body. The prompt and judicious manner in which he discharged his
Masonic duties, made him the specidl object of regard among the
the Craft, and he was re-elected, in January last, to the high and hon-
orable position which he now holds.

It is small commendation to say that Brother Peck is a bright
Mason—that he possesses a thorough and correct knowledge of the
lectures and work of the Lodges—is familiar with the routine of busi-
ness and the duties ef every office from that of Tyler te that of
Master; information en such subjects is but the alpha of our Insti-
tution. The Grand Master has not confined his attentien within such
narrow limits; for years, he has studied the history of the Order, ex-
tending his research back imrto the lore of past ages, and -employing
every means that would enlarge his knowledge of the great theme
which he has pondered with increasing ‘love and reverence. He now
ranks—and justly—among the briglrtest, most learned and secom-
plished Masons in the country. May our ancient and revered Insti-
tution find many friends and advooates, as active, able, distinguished
and liberal in its servioe, as the present Grand Master of Michigan !
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THE SUN IN THE WEST.

Tue following beautiful lines are the production of the late and
much lamented Roserr GILPILLIN, and appeared originally in tho
Glasgow University Album : .

Sun of the firmament ! planet of wonderment !
Now thy far journey of day it is done;

Still art thou parting bright—shedding immortal light
Down on thy throne of night !—Hail ! setting Sun!

Slow thou depart’st away—far from the realms of day;
Lingering in pity on summer’s loved bowers,
Thy last ray is strcaming—thy farewell tint gleaming ;
et soon thou'lt return to refreshen the flowers.

Thy parting brings sadness ; yet nations in gladness
Are waiting to worship thee—fountain of light !

‘Wherever th footsteps be, there do we beauty see :
Thou kindlest day in the dwelling of night.

Where slceps the thunder, there dost thou wander ;
Down neath the ocean deep, there dost thou stray ;

Kisaing the stars at morn—high in the air upborne,
Skirting creation’s far verge on thy way !

Grandear and glory—they travel before thee ;
Brightness and majesty walk in thy train!

Darkness—it flies from t.Kae, clouds may not rise to thee,
When thou awakest from ocean again,

All own thy iufluence—kindly thou dost di
Blessings o’er nature, where’er its bounds be ;

Afric's lone desert—it blooms in thy presence ;
And Lapland is turned into summer by thee !

Time cannot conquer thee ; age caunot alter thee ;
Years have no power to limit thy sway ;

Strength and solemnity—etill they attend on thee,
Pilgrim of ages, but not of decay !

Sun of the firmament ! planet of wonderment !
Now thy far journey of day it is done ;

Still art dim parting bright—shedding immortal light
Down on thy throne ntsnight |—Hail! setting Sun!

VISITING BRETHREN.

From time immemorial, it has been the constant practice of Masons
to carefully guard every avenue to their Institution, and prevent tho
aninitiated gaining admission to their meetings, and obtaining their
secrets. It was for this purpose that they created a mystic language
understood only by themselves, and met in retired and well-secared
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places. It is the solemn duty of each member of the Praternity to
see that the strict rules, which have been long practiced, and which
have been found an efficient safe-guard of the Order, are not relaxed
nor neglected. Especially should this be done when visitors present
themselves at the door of a Lodge and ask admission. At such times,
the master has a heavy responsibility resting upon him, which he
should not regard lightly. If faithful to his trust, he will take the
necessary precautions, and be satisfied that no impostors or clandes-
tine Masons gain admission where he presides: he will place
upon the Examining Committee none but bright and intelligent
Brethren, in whose knowledge, discretion, and judgment, he can con-
fide; for such only are really competent to decide upon the claims
and qualifications of visitors.

The plan, to be adopted by those who would test strangers who
claim the right to enter a Lodge, is plain and natural. No man
should be presumed to be a Mason, whatever documents or certifi-
cates he may produce, until he has proved himself to be such by that
mystic language in which none but the accepted can converse. The
reason of this is obvious. It is in the power of almost any person,
by theft or unfair means, to obtain the diploma of a regular Mason,
and then assume his name ; and one, desirous of practicing deceit on
the members of the Fraternity, would be very apt to pursue such a
«course. The Brother, who relies upon written recommendations, and
not his own proficiency, and capability to prove himself a member of
our Association, fails to appreciate the importance of the obligations
which he has taken, and is unworthy to enter any meeting of the
‘Order. Yet we have seen men recently present themsclves at the
doors of Lodges and demand admittance on sach ground. The direc-
tions, laid down by Brother Mackey for Examining Committees, arc
so plain and obviously correct that we quote his language. “ En-
quiries should be made as to the time and place of initiation, as a
preliminary step, the Tiler’'s OB., of course, never being omitted.
Then, remember the good old rule of ‘commencing at the begining.’
Let everything proceed in regular course, not varying in the slightest
degree from the Order in which it is to be supposed that the infor-
mation saught was originally received. Whatever be the suspicions
of imposture, let no expression of these suspicions be made until the
final decree for rejection is uttered. And let that decree be uttered
in general terms, such as, ‘I am not satisfied,’ or ‘ I do not recog-
nize you;’ and not in more specific language, such as, ¢ You did not
answer this enquiry, or ‘You are ignorant on that point’ The
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candidate for examination is only entitled to know that he has not
complied generally with the requisitions of his examiner. To descend
to partioulars is always improper and often dangerous. Above all,
never ask what the lawyers call ‘leading questions’ which include
in themselves the answers, nor in any manner aid the memory, or
prompt the forgetfulness, of the party examined, by the slightest
hints. If he has it in him, it will come out without assistance. and if
he has it not, he is clearly entitled to no aid. The Mason who is so
unmindful of his obligations as to have forgotten the instructions he
has received, must pay the penalty of his carelessness, and be de-
prived of his contemplated visit to that Society, whose secoret modes
of recognition he has 8o little valued as not to have treasured them in
his memory.

Lastly, never should an unjustifiable delicacy weaken the rigor of
these rules. Remember, that for the wisest and most evident reasons,
the merciful maxim of the law, which says that it is better that
ninety-nine guilty men should escape, than that one innocent man
should be punished, is with us reversed, and that in Masonry it 4s
better that ninety and nine true men showld beturned away from the
door of a Lodge, than that one cowan showld be admitted.”

We have thought it highly important to call attention to the
subject under consideration. It is to be hoped the rules which have
been given will be carefully regarded, and that each Master will see
that in all instances the necessary precautions are adopted before
strangers are admitted into his Lodge. Too much care cannot be
exercised.

IS THE CANDIDATE WORTHY AND WELL
QUALIFIED?

One of the most sacred and important duties which devolve on
the members of the Fraternity, is to carefully guard and preserve
our Order in its purity and vigor. To do this effectually, the door
should be closed against every applicant who is not known to possess
the necessary qualifications. There is & lukewarmness on this sub-
ject in many places, whieh results in injury to the Institution. Too
thorough search and scrutiny cannot be instituted respecting the life
and character of those who seek to receive the benefits of ‘Masonry.
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This matter should not be put into the hands of those whose time
and attention are so much occapied with their usual avocations, as to
prevent a proper investigation. Especially is it a duty, incumbent
on every Mason, to exercise his best judgment, and deposit a black
ball whenever he has reasonable cause to believe the applicant is
not a proper person to enter our Society. In this, he is the sole
judge ; he must answer to his conscience and his Goo for every un-
worthy motive which may prompt him. The members of the
Fraternity cannot call him to account for his conduct unless he
voluntarily gives them permission to do se, by disclosing the char-
acter of his ballot. Otherwise, the very design of the secret method
of voting would be thwarted, and the form would be nothing but a
farce. Brothers stand on an equal footing in the Lodge, and each
one is supposed to act honestly, and for the preservation of the best
interests of the Order. Every Mason, therefore, should fearlessly
deposit a black ball when he possesses information which leads him to
think our Institution would be injured by the admission of an appli-
cant. In the June number of the Freemason's Magazine, are some
Jjudicious and forcible remarks on this subject. % The abuse,” it says,
“of the privileges of the ballot, in the admission of candidates, is be-
coming a8 too common complaint in our Lodges for their welfare,
or for the security of that unaniminity and fraternal sympathy
which ought to characterize all Masonic meetings. It is very natu-
ral that Brethren should sometimes feel unpleasantly, that candi-
dates proposed by them, and whom they conscientiously believe to
be in all respects worthy of admission, are rejected. But it should
be berne in mind that objections may exist which are unknown to the
more intimate acquaintance of the applicant, or that the partial eye
of friendship may too lightly regard. Such cases are doubtless fa-
miliar to the older and more experienced members of every Lodge ;
and many of our younger Brethren, who now feel aggrieved at their
occurrenee, will probably in due time learn to respect the motives of
those who may have caused them a temporary disappointment. The
right to ballot is one of the highest and most responsible privileges
of membership ; and it may not be too much to say, that a proper,
impartial and unprcjudiced exercise of it, is one of the most sacred
duties with which a member of a J.odge can be entrusted. It makes
him, to the extent of the jurisdiction of his Lodge, the guardian and
protector of the highest interests of the whole Fraternity, not simply
within his own town, but to an. extent limited only by the influence
which a bad man, by the boldness and badness of his acts, may exert
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on society. A striking and mortifying illustration of the power of
sucha man is to be found in the character and eonduct of these
base men—we cannot call them Brethren—whose slanderous repre-
sentations and pretended expositions have too often, both in this
country and in Europe, brought reproach and dishenor on the whole
Institution, and for a season destroyed its usefulness. A single
black ball, thrown by an individual member of the Lodge in which
he received his degrees, would have kept out of the Institution, pro-
bably forever, the author of the unrighteous persecution which has
recently swept over this country, spreading moral desolation in its
path, destroying the peace of families, breaking up Churches, and
distracting communities. This was the werk of ene bold, bad man,
whose character, at the date of his first admission into the Lodge,
was known to be such as ought to have debarred him the privilege ;
and would probably have done so, had not the fear of giving offence,
or an undue desire for an increase of numbers, been permitted so to
gain the mastery over duty as to prevent a free and conscientious
cxercise of the ballot by the members of the Lodge. A single black
ball would have saved the Institution and seciety from all the disgrace
and misery which followed a8 a consequence of his admission. We
say, therefore, that the right of the ballot is the highest privilege,
and a free and conscientious exercise of it, the highest and most sa-
cred duty that can devolve upon an individaal member in the govern-
ment and operations of his Lodge. And that he may so exercise it,
without the fear of incurring personal displeasure, the laws of the
Institution have thrown around him the protection of secrecy, behind
the veil of which no inquisitive eye is permritded to penetrate. The
responsibility of his vote rests alone with him and his conscience, until
by his own voluntary act, he shall see fit to remove the veil. This
done, the secrecy is no longer such, and the protection it afforded him
no longer exists. With the open avowal of his vote, he assumes the
responsibility of it, and rests on the facts for his justification before
his Brethren. In such a case the objections become the property of
the Lodge, to be disposed of according to the evidence. But the
disclosure must be the voluntary act of the member. No system of
cepionage,—no concerted method of inquiry as to how such and such
a member voted, and no violation of confidence indiscreetly reposed,
can lawfully be made available before the Lodge to the prejudice or
amenability of the Brother casting the negative ballot  His privilege
cannot be thus invaded, without gross injustice to bim, nor without
trampling this great conservative principle in the dust. His secvet ix
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his own, and his Lodge is solemnly bound by a sacred regard for its
own best interests, by its obligations to its parent body, and by its
duty to the great family of which it i a member, to protect him in
the full and perfect enjoyment of it, by all the power at its command.”

LODGE ROOMS.

TuzRE is no one thing that exerts a more powerful influence on the
success of our Lodges, than the manner of fitting and furnishing the
rooms wherein are held the meetings of the Order. As our ritual
informs us, our ancient Brethren met ipon a high hill or in 4 low vale,
and perhaps, than this, no more fitting temple could be found, wherein
to teach the pure precepts which Masonry enjoins. The first lesson
we are taught, is the belief in the great Author of all things; and
where could this lesson be more impressively taught, than tmder the
clear bending sky of heaven, with the beauties of Nature spteading
around, while bird, and tree, and plant, all were eloquent in the praise
of Hiu who created all things! But with a change of society, has also
come a change in our Institution—not in the precepts or principles
of the Order, but in the circumstances attendant upon their practice.

Masonry, originally instituted for the protection of operative Ma-
sons in the practice of their ar?, at length became purely a charitable
Institution, not confined in its members to Masons alone, but embrac-
ing all those applying for membership, who had proved themselves
worthy, by their industry, fidelity and skill. At that age of the world,
the nations were more nomadic in their habits, and consequently as they
wandered about from country to country, they were compelled to hold
their meetings at such places as the opportunity should afford them;
and thus was disseminated throughout all the Eastern world a knowl-
edge of the Mystic art.

Bat now, men congregate more in cities and towns, and it becomes
necessary that our meetings should be held within buildings, both for
vonvenience and the security which such places afford. How neces-
sary then is it for the Order to throw around these places of meeting
such charms and conveniences as will make the Lodge room a place
of delightful resort, where Brethren can congregate from time to time
and enjoy that calm communion, where voice answers unto voice and
spirit anto spirit |
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Meetings held in some attie, badly lighted, worse ventilated, with-
out jewels, farniture or convenienoes of any kind, with which properly
%o do the work, are but poor incentives to the maintenance of a healthy
and active Lodge, and the novelty connected with the initiation, once
gone, our Brethren loose much of their interest in the meetings.

The first desideratum should be a comfortable and airy room, with
its stations properly arranged, and its ante-rooms such as are required
by the work. The altar, jewels, and furniture of all kinds, should be
in perfect keeping with the principles and lessons which they help to
illestrate. If possible, every Lodge should have arrangements for
mausic, suitable to the solemn ceremonies. Nothing adds more to the
impressiveness of the ritual, than appropriate music. Where these
influences are thrown around the members of the Craft, it becomes a
delight to them to gather at the shrines; and instead of the slim, mea-
gre attendance, each return of the Beguhr finds a full number ready
to enjoy that communion

“ Which nothing earthly gives or can destroy,
The soul’s calm sunshine n.nd the heartfelt joy.”

KavLaxazoo, August, 1855. R.

Cowan.—Perhaps there is no word familiar to the ear of Masons,
whose derivation and exact meaning are so little understood, as this.
Macxey’s Lexicon thus defines it : “ One of the profane. This pure-
ly Masonic word is derived from the Greek kuom,a dog. In the
early ages of the Church, when the mysteries of religion were com-
municated only to initiates under the veil of secrecy, the infidels and
unbeptized profane were called “ dogs,” a term probably suggested by
such passages of Scripture as Matt. vii, 6: ¢ Give not that which is
holy to dogs’ and Philip iii, 2: ‘Beware of dogs, beware of evil
workers, beware of the concision’ Hence, as Awon, or dog, meant
among the early fathers, one who had not been initiated into the
Christian mysteries, the term was borrowed by the Freemasons, and
in time corrupted into cowan. The attempt made by some anti-ma-
sonic writers to derive the word from the ckouans of the French Re-
volutions, is absard. The word was in use long before the French
Revolution was ever meditated. I have in my possession a copy of
the edition of AnpERSON's Constitutions, printed in 1769, which con-
tains, at p. 79, this word: ¢ Working Masons ever will bave their own

wages ® * * let cowans do as they please.’”
3—VoL. 1. NO. L
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- PORT SARNIA CELEBRATION.

My Dear Weston :—On Saturday, the 23d of June, on board the
good steamboat Forester, dancing over the bright waters of little
Lake St. Clair, your special correspondent might have been seen “a
talkin’ notes ” for publication in the new magazine—rowugh notes for
what he hopes will be a “perfect Ashlar.” Fort Port Sarnia, the
festival and a good dinner thought I—and that prospect—with a goodly
“ companie,” a fast boat and pleasant day kept me in good spirits. Bro.
Horace 8. RoBerTs and his wife were on board, bound to the same
place as myself—he to be orator upon the occasion to which I looked
with much pleasure. At Port Sarnia—the place of my destination—
I was persuaded to cross the river and spend the night at Port Huron.
A few minutes, and I was grip and grip with a few as noble-hearted
and generous spirits as the Masonic Fraternity embraces within the
jurisdiction of the broad world.

Through the politeness of some of my Port Huron friends, I had
a fine drive about the village, up the river to Fort Gratiot. The old
Fort no longer witnesses the morning and evening parades that were
wont to call the villagers within its pleasant walls. The roll of the
drum and shrill musio of the fife have ceased their martial clamor,
and the gallant spirits who obeyed their call with the same alacrity
when marshalling for the fray,as when in peaceful mood upon that
(uict green, have gone—some to the better land, suddenly while in
fioree conflict with the foe, and others, to the frontier to battle with
the savages. Peace be to the former—health and laurels to the
latter !

On Sunday, I attended the Episcopal Church,and had the pleasure
of listening to our Reverend friend and Brother, P. M. EnaLz.

On Monday—set apart by our Fraternity of Port Sarnia for the
observation of St. John’s Day—at 10 o'clock, the two Lodges of
Port Huron were convencd, some business transacted, and arrange-
ments perfected for participating in the celebration over the river.
At half past one, in company with a large number of the Brethren
and their wives, together with a good number of outsiders and theirs,
I crossed the St Clair in the fine little ferry boat, and my feet rested
upon foreign soil. Thoughts were suggested at the time, of the
beauty, simplicity and universality of an Institution that could unite
its members of every creed, from all lands,in brotherly intercourse
—thoughts afterwards encouraged by the remarks of the orator of the
* day, but which I have no time now to dwell upon. We found the
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Freemasons of Port Sarnia in their new, spacious and beantifal
Lodge room, ready with open hand to greet their over-the-water
Brethren. Their Hall is in the third story of a fine, new, brick block,
and the selection of the room and its adornment speak well for their
energy and zeal. After a few moments preparation, the room was
cleared of all but Past Masters, when Bro. ExcLE qualified Bro.
Hircreock, the newly elected Master of Viotoria Lodge. The pro-
cession was then formed under the direction of Bro. and Col. Davis,
of Port Huron, Marshal of the day, and marched some distance through
the principal streets of the village to the little Episcopal Church de-
lightfully situated. There, after all were seated, an impressive prayer
was made by Rev. Bro. ENcLE, and the ceremony of installation
commenced. Bro. Hictacock, the Master elect of Victoria Lodge,
was formally presented, and his assent obtained to all the regulations
to which Masters in all ages have subscribed ; after which, being pre-
sented with all the insignia of his office, Bro. Jacoke declared him
duly installed W. M. of his Lodge. The Wardens and Subordinate
Officers then formed a circle about the chancel, and were severally
invested with their new trusts and dignities. Our Rev. Bro. JacokE,
Past Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge, went through the ceremony
of installation in his usual dignified, easy and impressive style. It was
then announced that the procession would re-form and proceed to the
Court House, (a larger building,) where an address would be delivered
by Horace S. RoBerts, Esq., of Detroit, S8enior Grand "Warden of
the Grand Lodge of Michigan. Accordingly we all left the Church,
and proceeded to the Court House, a fine, spacious, well-arranged
building. Seats having been obtained, and quiet restored, Bro.
Jacoxke introduced the orator of the day. It has seldom been my
good fortune to listen to a more interesting discourse than that de-
livered by the young orator. It was replete with Masonic learning,
and oontained passages of stirring eloquence. Bro. RoserTs is an
exceedingly pleasant speaker ; he held the undivided attention of the
audience from the beginning to the elose of his address; and seemed

to give general satisfaction. I cannot, with justice to him or his per-
formance, give any report of the duwonrse but hope you will pro-
cure a copy of it for TaE' AsHLaAR, a8 I donbt not your readers would
peruse it with much interest.

A benediction concluded the ccremonies; after which, the company
proceeded to the dining hall, and partook of a truly Masonic dinner
without much parade or ceremony. The festivities of the occasion
elosed with a ball in the evening. The scene was 8 joyous one
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—=80 we sinoerely thought, as we found ourself captive in the hands of
one of the votaries of the dancing Goddess. Time flew, and amid
the witcheries of the women—the attentions of the men, and the
outside attractions so pleasantly wielded by Bro. Forsyra—I was
surprised to find the hours of morning were upon us. I left the
scene of pleasure with regret, and a few minutes after, on the Port
Huron side, bade farewell to the kind and courteous Brethren who had
been g0 attentive, and touched my beaver to the ladies who, by their
attractions, had charmed me for 'the evening, and I know not how
much longer. .

The next morning early, I was on board the little Ruby—night
saw me in old quarters, filled with pleasant recollections of the past
three days. Yours, Fraternally, F.

EXTRACTS FROM THE ADDRESS OF BROTHER

HORACE 8. ROBERTS,
SENIOR GRAND WARDEN OF THE GRAND LODGE OF MICHIGAN.

We have had the pleasure of perusing the address delivered by
Bro. RoBErTs, at Port Sarnia, on the 25th of June last, and cheer-
fully endorse the favorable comments of our correspondent respeoting
it. 'We regret exceedingly that we are permitted to make only the
following brief extracts :

“ The light long prophesied was about to break through the mist
and clouds of four thousand years.

Long, long before—in the beginning, when the earth was without
form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep, God had
said “ Let there be light,” and there was light. But now the light
was to dawn, not to illume the physical world, but to send its peace-
fiving and hope-creating rays to the minds of men; light revealin

ife and immortality, disclosing a path to eternal bliss, far, far beyon
this present life—that better land with mansions not made with hands,
eternal in the Heavens.

Then was it that upon the ears of a wondering people, broke the
voice of one crying in the wilderness, “ Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight :” clad in raiment of camels hair, feed-
ing upon locusts and wild honey—forth from the wilderness of Judea,
came John the Baptist, forerunner of the Messiah.

It is in honor otp the memory of this eminent Christian and Mason,
that we are here assembled. rithubeenaoutominluasel,mong
all countries and seots, to commemorate events and perpetuate the
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remembrance of distinguished persons by periodieal celebrations. It
is thus we seek to evinoce our and affection for the great and
ﬁ:ad who have wielded a powerful influence over the affairs of man-

ind, as well as to incite men to great aotions, by setting before them
the example and immortality of others.

Common as is this custom, however, the assembling together of
men of different countries, sects and opinions, to unite in doing honor
to the memory of one of their race, is of rare occurrence. A nation
may hold high festival on its glorious anniversaries—e sect may
celebrate with solemn pomp the festival of its saints, and societies
may enjoy their gala days; but nation, sect or society is particularly
concerned for itself, in the observance of days or events peculiarly its
own, and for which no other power or association can have much
sympathy. The fact that to-day are gathered together, men of differ-
ent nationalities, and widely diversig:d opinions, in remembrance of
him whose name ocoasions our festivities, is a striking illustration of
one of the chief principles of our Institation.

And what' was this man, that througheut the oivilized world, such
assemblages as this are to-day convened in memoryof him! Was he
the gallant soldier—the hero of a bundred fights, whose valor has
won for him the praises of posterity? Was he the sovereign of a
kingdom, who, by his wise and gentle reign, has made his memory
blessed in the hearts of a people? Was he the eloquent poet whose
sublime measures have earned him a niche in the temple of fame?
Was he the philosopher or the statesman whose renown has been
handed down from age to age, and spreads from continent to conti-
nent? Not these—the titled great—the mighty in intellect, the
terrible in war ;—but the humble Christian. Ah! what a subject for
reflection! What fame is like unto such fame! What reward shall
be equal to his reward ! ¢ s s s s s e

The day set apart by the Church, and observed by our Fraternity,
as the natal day of 8t. John the Baptist, falling this year upon the
8abbath, we to day, in common with the Brethren all over the wide
world, have been engaged in ceremonies and festivities worthy of the
occasion and of him whose memory we revere. Twelve hours since,
while we enjoyed the blessings of sleep—the armed Turk and our
war-worn Brethren of France and England, before the walls of Sebas-
topol, (or perhaps within them,) stole an hour from their military duties,
and forgetting for the time the hostilities in which they were enszged,
Eid a tribute to the memory of the Apostle of the Sytvior of Peace.

ven 8o the blood red banner of war has to yield at times to the pure
colors of our Order. Perchance, some of those who were yesterday
mied in the same oeremonies, are to day met in hostile conflict ;

to hand, foot to foot——breast to bresst—they may be struggling
in the fearful contest for life. But the lessons of yesterday may be
fresh in their memories, and a sign, token or word, may change the
terrible encounter to a peaceful and hasty grasp of the two faithful
bands, and then they separate to find a foe that cannot call them
Brother. Such ocourrences have been, and will doubtless again be.
There is a universal language among us—a langusge common to the
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Mason whatever his nativity or education. The Indian, African,
Swede, German, Frenchman and Anglo-Saxon, once made Masons, are
members of a common Lodgé, the boundaries of which are the
Heaven above and the Earth beneath—its covering, the blue vaulted
ski, and its supgorts, the pillars of Wisdom, Strenfh and Beauty—
a Lodge whose builder and maker is God. And when in traversing
this immense fabrio, the Mason finds his brother and co-worker in the
art which inculcates Love, Relief and Truth—he recognizes him by
tokens ever unchanged and unchangeable. b S
Here, for a moment, let me address myself to woman. It may be
that she feels herself, by personal exclusion, shut out from participa-
tion in the benefits of our Order : or az best, she may be conscious onl
of a far reaching charity which, in the event of ¢rial and neej,
embraces ker witiin its plan. It may be affirmed with truth that
the advantages derived from the practice of Masonry, are as real and
positive to ker as to us who actively engage in it. lgerho.pa there yet
remains some portion of that chivalric spirit which lived and burned
in the breasts of the Crusaders, making the names of the beautiful
and loved, watchwords on the battle field—comforting words in
danger and distress—/ast words on lips that gave back the spirit in
the utterance. Blended with the olden knightly courtesy, is the full
rzcognition of that equality of rights and privileges, which has grown
with advancing civilization, and finds in the Gospel dispensation, its
sure support. There needs no elaborate argument to prove that woman
receives from our Order the homage due her sex ;as mother, sister,
wife, the encircling arms of our united Brotherhood enclose her—
guarding her fair fame from taint or blot—reverencing her mission
to work silently, but with a power that stretches onward from genera-
tion to generation—woatching with her the bed of the sick and dying
—ministering to her necessities in the hour of sorrow—uveeping
with her for her dead—comforting her with the gentle charities of
our common humanity. A popular objection against Free Masonry
has ever been its exclusion of females. Those who have urged it,
probably forget, or refuse to recognize, the antiquity of our Order an
the original design of it. To those who consider the views I have
expressed upon this occasion, as worthy of confidence—it will not
seem strange that the gentler sex was debarred in early times from
active asgociation with the Masonic family. In operative Masonry
surely they could not have wished to participate. The labor of the
workman, requiring strength and exposure, is not fit toil for the feebler
frame and gentle hand of her who is better employed in the duties of
domestic life, or in ministering to the wants of the sick and afflicted.
If it be granted that this is so, we are content with urging the strict
adherence we are forced to gbserve to the ancient rules and usages of
the Institution—as ample reason why we do not now vary from it in
this respect. The safety and perpetuity of Masonry depend upon a
rigid observance of all our ancient laws—as the breach of one would
soon lead to a diurefud of others, and eventually undermine its
foundations. The ladies, however, have not always been willing to
Yield assent to the truth of this proposition. In fact, they have paid
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so little heed to it, that we find instances are on record of the estab-
lishment by them of what were termed Masonic Lodges. During
the eighteenth century, on the continent of Europe, degrees were con-
ferred upon females, and the greater the obscurity of them, the more
curiosity they attracted ; and the fair sex (we are informed) shewed se
much eagerness that theix dressing rooms were metamorphized into
schools, where the interpreting adept developed the mysteries, and the
novice in extacy applauded the mystery which was hidden from the
vulgar. In Paris, as we may well believe, these orders were extremely
popular. The ladies assumed to themselves an exclusive title, and
oalled their places of ocelebration ¢ Lodges of Adoption;” of these,
the Dutchess of Bourbon was solemnly installed Grand Mistress.
While it is a sad and ungallant thing for me to condemn aught that
the ladies do—=still I am compelled to assert my disapprobation of
these androgynous degrees, and to add—that in my belief—the Ma-
sonry. that countenances such, is unwarranted by the landmarks or
histo:ly of the Order. Although at one time, these Lodges were pro-
tected and patronized by the Grand Orient from motives of policy,
they have lived their day, being but innovations on the regular pro-
gression observed in Masonry. Like worthless off-shoots from the
parent tree, their vitality is soon exhausted.

LAYING OF A CORNER STONE,

AT WINDSOR, CANADA.

One of the largest celebrations that was ever witnessed in the town
of Windsor, Canada, took place on the 17th day of July last, for the
purpose of laying the corner stone of All Saint’s Church, an Episce-
pal house of worship. Arrangements having been made for the
Masonioc Fraternity to take part in the ceremonies, an invitation was
extended, by Great Western Lodge of Windsor, to the Brethren of
Detroit to be present and assist. - In accordance with the request, a
special communieation of Union Lodge of Strict Observance No. 3,
of Detroit, was held at two o’clock in the afternoon. Those present,
—including several members of other Lodges—formed in a proces-
sion, clothed in regalia, and, preceded by a band of Music, marched to
the Ferry Boat. Landing at Windsor, they were received by the
Great Western Lodge, which escorted them to the Town Hall, where
were assembled delegations from various places. After the perform-
ance of private ceremonies, a procession was again formed, under the
direotion of Chief Marshal Joszrr P. Wrrrine, Worshipful Master of
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Detroit Lodge No. 2, and marched with the band to the foot of
Gayeau street, where they were joined by several clergymen in their
robes, who had come from Woodstock, Toronto, Hamilton, Chatham,
Ambherstburg, Colchester and Port Sarnis, to participate in the pro-
ceedings. The procession then moved to the place selected for the
gite of the Church, in an open field. A large orowd of speotators had
already collected, including many ladies who were enabled to witness
the proceedings, from a commodious platform which had been judi-
ciously erected for their accommodation. The members in the pro-
cession having taken their appropriate stations, the services were
performed in a solemn and impressive manner. The ceremonies on
the part of the Masonioc Fraternity were conducted by Past Master
Dewson, of Windsor, acting as the representative of the M. W. Grand
Master of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada. A. Jorpax, Esq.,
of Detroit, the architect, was present, and assisted, with Brother
Hexey METz, in adjusting the stone. Rev. W. Bertemog, D. D,
of Woodstock, officiated on behalf of the Olergymen, in place of the
Right Rev. SauveL A. McCoskry, D. D., D. C. L., Bishop of Mich-
igan, who was unable to be present, on account of severe illness.
Under the stone, were placed a Latin inscription, a paper containing
a list of subscribers to the building fund, and several newspapers,
among which were a copy of the Windsor Herald and a copy of the
Fres Press of Detroit.

The proceedings closed with prayer and benediotion, after which
the procession re-formed and marched to the dock, where the visitors
from Detroit bade adieu to their Brethren of Canads, and, crossing the
river, arrived at their Lodge room about six o’clock.

e —

CELEBRATION AT TROY, N. Y.

Tuesday, the 26th day of June, was appointed for the celebration
of 8r. Jomn's day, in Troy, N. Y. The following partioulars, we
gather fronr the report in the Zyoy Daily Whig, of June 27th:

Among the numerous visitors present, were one hundred Masons
from Albany; one hundred from New York city, including the higher
officers of the State Grand Lodge and officers and members of the
Grand Encampment ; several officers of the Grand Lodge of Conneo-
ticut; a large number of the Fraternity from Saratoga, among whom
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was Ex-Chanoellor Warworra; and large delegations from many
other places.

A procession, numbering nearly five hundred Masons, and acoom-
panied by three bands of musio, with forty-five instruments, marched
through the principal streets of the city. The scene was truly impoe-
ing. The rich regalias of the several higher doegrees, the general
unsnimity which characterized every movement, the perfect order and
noble appearance of the Masons, gave an impressive dignity to the
parade.

On the arrival of the prooession at Raxo's Hall, the Master Ma-
sons, who were in advance, opened right and left, and the higher
orders passed through in usual form. The ceremonies in the Hall
were grand and impressive. Hon. and M. W. Reveen H. WaLworTs,
P. G. M. officiated as President. After the invocation of the blessing
of Deity, and some preliminary ceremonies, the oratar of the day,
Rev. 8ir Knight and Grand Prelate W. H. Goopwix, delivered an
address that “ has seldom been equalled,” says the report before us,
% in the instructions it conveyed, or in the manner of its delivery.”
He was repeatedly interrupted by the,spontaneous applause of the
andienoce.

At the conclusion of the ceremonies, a procession was again formed
and marched to Harmony Hall, where dinner was prepared. Six
tables, extending lengthwise of the room, were bountifully spread.
Ex-Chancellor WaLworTH presided. After the eatables were dis-
cussed, the following toasts, among others, were announced, and ap-
propriately responded to by distinguished Brethren :

The American Gencrals of the Revolution—All were free and accepted Masons.
The Masonic Institution can exclaim with the ancient matron—* These are my
jewels”” [Music—Washington’s March.]

Liderty and Masonry—One and inseperable. Wherever they exist, there is
our country. .
The Grand Lodge of the Stats of New York—Chosen to exercise a parental eare
over 550 Lodges and 25,000 Brethren. The field of its usefulness is as broad,.
and the extent of its numbers as great as that of all the other merely benevo~
lent institutions of the State combined. May ita counsels always be guided by
8 spirit of union and mutual conceesion, and may fraternal regard for each other

always inspire its members.

The Wives and Daughters of Masons—There protection and welfare occupy s
conspicuous place in the deliberations of every “ properly constituted Lodge.”

At the alose of the celebration, the visiting Masons proposed three
oheers for their Troy Brethren, which were given. The members of
the Troy Lodges responded with three cheers for their Brethren from
sbroad. Thus closed the celebration of 81. Jorn's Day in Troy.
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FESTIVAL IN MILFORD, MASS.

TrE anniversary of Saint Joun the Baptist, was celebrated at Mil-
ford, in Worcester county, Mass., on Saturday, the 23d day of June,
in accordance with the extensive arrangements which had been pre-
viously made by Montgomery Lodge, of that town. At ten o'clock
in the foronoon, a train of cars arrived with about one thousand pas-
sengers, consisting of delegations from Lodges in various parts of the
State, and a large number of ladies. They were received at the depot,
by Gen. OrisoN Unperwoop, Chief Marshal, and his aids, and es-
corted, with martial music, to quarters which had been provided for
them. At twelve o'clock, a procession was formed, which marched
through the principal streets. The parade was attractive and impos-
ing. The Boston Encampment of Knights Templars, doing escort
duty, under command of Sir Knight Danier. Harwoob, with seventy-
three members, presented a brilliant appearance with their rich and
beautiful regalia. The bodies represented by delegates were: Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, M. W. WinsLow Lewis, G. M. ; Lodges of
Boston, East Boston, Cambridgeport, West Cambridge, Dorchester,
Worcester, Liynn, Natick and Framingham; Royal Arch Chapter of
Framingham, doing escort duty to the Grand Chapter of Massachu-
setts; 8t. Andrew’s Chapter R. A.; St. Paul's Chapter R. A., and
St. John'’s Chapter R. A. ]

At a quarter past one o’clock, the procession reached the Universal-
ist Church, where appropriate ceremonies were performed, and Rev.
Mr. ALger, 6f Boston, delivered a well-written and forcible address
on the League of Friendship. The orator fully comprehended the
magnitude and nobleness of his theme, and spoke with a warmth of
feeling and an eloquence which touched the hearts of his hearers and
closely enchained their attention for one hour.

After the closing of the exercises in the Church, a procession was
again formed, and marched to the Town Hall where dinner was pro-
vided. In order to accommodate the large number present, the ladies
were served in the lower Hall, and the members of the Order in the
upper. After dinner, the ladies were escorted to the gallery of the
upper room, to listen to the addresses.

Col. N. A. Troupsox, of Boston, president of the day, made a
brief address, when the regular toasts were announced, and were re-
sponded to by the Grand Master, the Orator of the day, Grand Com-
mander Harwoop, and others. Among the sentiments proposed, was
the following :
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The Masonic Ladies—Perfect ashlars. “ They need not the refining processes
of our arts ;" and although by custom excluded from our Lodges, they are not
excluded from our hearts. * There they stand supreme and without & rival”

Sir Knight Wiseman MarsaarL, of the Boston Encampment, re-
responded in an eloquent and poetio strain to this sentiment. At the
close of his remarks, the following sentiment from the ladies them-
selves, was read:

Our Masonic Husbands and Lovers—You call us perfect ashlars; we accept the
term ; and be assured we care not for your custom in excluding us from your
Lodges, or your withholding from us your secrets, so long as we know that we
reign supreme in your hearts and can rule you at our pleasure.

- The festivities closed at five o’clock, the day having passed in the
most agreeable manner.

THE ORDER OF KNIGHT TEMPLAR.

We have received an elaborate address delivered before the South
Carolina Encampment, No. 1, of Knights Templars, at Charleston, on
the twenty-third day of November last, by Trreopore S. GourpIN,
S.. P.. R.. 8.. Commander. The discourse contains a historical
sketch of the OrpEr or KnigErs TEMPLARS, and gives evidence of
great research on the part of its author; who has condensed much val-
uable information in a small space.

The address was prepared to be delivered, in accordance with the
request of the Encampment, on the 11th day of March, the anniver-
sary of the martyrdom and death of James pE Moray, the last Grand
Master of the whole Order of the Temple. We gather from it the
following facts :

After the capture of Jerusalem by the Orusaders, “the zeal of
pilgrimage blazed forth with increased fierceness.” ¢ The Knights
Huon pE Payens, sometimes styled Huco pe Pacanis, and Georrry
of 8t. Aldemar or St. Omer, otherwise called Goprry ADELMAN oOF
GopError p'ApHEMAR, who had greatly distingunished themselves at
the siege of Jerusalem, together with seven others, formed & brother-
hood in arms, for the noble purpose of “clearing the highways of
infidels and. of robbers, and of protecting the pilgrims through the
passes and defiles of the mountains of the Holy City.” They called
themselves the Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Jesus Christ. In the Church
of the Resurrection, between the. hands of GarmeonT, Patriarch of
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Jerusalem, “they embraced vows of perpetusl chastity, obedience
and poverty, after the manner of Monks.” The kind of poverty
adopted by these brethren, was that termed “media." It “forbade
the posseesion of individual property, but ssnctioned any amount of
wealth when shared by a fraternity in common.”

In consequence of .the services to the Christians petformed by the
Poor Fellow-Soldiers, Barowin n., King of Jerusalem, gave them
for a habitation—for hitherto they seem to have had no fixed place of
abode—* the palace or royal house to the South of the Temple of the
Lord, vulgarly called the Temple of Solomon.” This palace or royal
house was “within the sacred inclosure of the Temple of Mount
Moriah.” The large Court between the Temple of the Lord and the
Temple of Solomon, was also conceded to them. They were, hence-
forth, termed “ The Knighthood of the Temple of Solomon ;" and
sometimes, a8 in the rule of St. BerNarp, ¢ The Poor Fellow-Sol-
diers of Jesus Christ and of the Temple of Solomon.”

This is the commonly reveived opinion, but the learned RecEELLINI
asserts that the Knights Hospitallers, through gratitude for having
been admitted to the labors of the Mystical Temple, requested Pope
Euoczrntus ., to invest them with the title of Knsghts of the Temple;
and the demand was granted. Be the origin of the term what it may,
the Order has continued to bear that name from the period when it
was first adopted, down to the present time.

Huer pE Pavexs was (A. D. 1118) the first Master of the Temple.
Bavowin, king of Jerusalem, exerted himself to extend the Order of
Templars throughout Europe. 8t. BerNarD was enlisted in their
favor, and (A. D. 1128,) gave them a oode or set of rules which was
oonfirmed by a Papal bull The Order increased in number and
strength in consequence of a visit to Normandy, England and Scot-
land, by Huee pE Pavens. He established the Order in England
snd appointed a Prior to govern. The enthusiasm in favor of the
Templars was so great, that the king of Navarre bequethed his king-
dom to them, but their claim to it was afterwards successfully resisted.
After the death of Huor pz Pavens, RoserT pE Craon succeeded
him a8 ¢ Master of the Temple.” The following persons suocessively
held the office: EvErarp pEs Barres or Barri, (A. D. 1146);
Beanarp pE TREMELAY, “a nobleman of an illustrious family of
Burgundy, in France, and a valiant and experienced soldier,” (A. D.
1151); BarTRAND DE BLANQUEPORT, of a noble family of Guienue,
“a piocus and God-fearing man” (A. D. 1154); Pmrie of Naplous,
the first Master born in Palestine, (A. D. 1167); Opo pE S1. ANaND,
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» “proud and fiery warrior,” (A. D. 1170); ArxoLp pE TorroGE or
pe Trov, “ who had filled some of the chief situations of the Order
in Europe,” (A. D. 1180); Gerarp pE Riperrort, (A. D. 1185).
Wavter, (A. D. 1189); RosErT DE SaBLE or 8aBrom, (A. D. 1891).
[About this period three Encampments, termed Encampments of
Baldwyn, are said to have been establisbed in England, at Bristol,
Bath and York: those of Bath and York were in existence in the
early part of the present century, while that at Bristol is still in
active operation, and is probably the oldest Encampment in the world.]
GeerT HorarL or Eraiw, (A. D. 1195); PaiLrir puv PLessEs or
pe Pressers, (A. D. 1201); WiLLiam pE Crartres, (A. D. 1217);
Perer pE MonTaley, (A. D. 1218); HErMANN DE PER1AGORD, (A. D.
1236); WiLLiax DE Sonnac, (A. D. 1245); RecivaLp pE Vicmien,
(A. D. 1252); Tromas Berarp, (A. D. 1256); WiLLiax pE BeausED,
(A. D. 1273).

‘We now come to the dark page in the history of our Order. The
zeal for the Crusades had cooled. The Templers had grown rich and
powerful The princes and nobles had become impoverished. Chris-
tendom had no longer any use for noble defenders: she became
jealous of them and oppressed them. The Order had gained the
hatred of ParLLip the Fair, a talented but needy and avaricious prince,
whom Dante justly terms “the curse of France” On a certain
occasion, he caused coin to be issued below the legitimate standard.
A rebellion followed, which was supposed to have been originated by
the Templars, whose rents were immense. PriLLIP, determined to be
revenged, obtained the evidence of a condemned criminal and two
apostates, against the Order. The Templars were accused of the black-
est crimes and condemned without a hearing.

“ In one night (13th October, 1307) all the Templarsin the French
dominions were simultaneously arrested and thrown into prison.
The rack and the torture were unsparingly applied. Some confessed
all the horrible crimes and .absurdities imputed to them, in hopes of
obtainings their pardon. Most of these, on being restored to liberty,
withdrew their confessions, and solemnly declared that the excessive
torments to which they had been subjected, alone induced them to
make acknowledgements which they knew to be false. They were
treated as relapsed heretics, and were cast into the flames. Those
who persisted in denying the guilt of the Order, were subjected to.
the torture. Neither age nor rank could save them. Many died

under it. Some languished in loathsome dungeons for years, and
perished from neglect, disease and starvation. Others, of more
4—VOL. L NO. L
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robust frames, were, in time, restored to liberty, to wander about the
world, with mutilated limbs, to earn their bread as best they might.”

The rest of Christendom were not tardy in following the pious
example of PaiLrip and CLEmMENT, but “in no place situate beyond
the influence of the King of France and his creature, the Pope, was
a single Templar condemned to death.”

“ The last scene in this dreadful tragedy was yet to be enacted.
The four most noble victims were reserved for the last. James pE
Movray, the Grand Master, Guy, the Grand Preceptor, HucH DE
PeravLT or PERALDES, the Visitor General, and TrEoDORE BAZILE DE
MenoncourT, who had returned from the East (1307) when sum-
moned by the Pope, and who had languished in prison for five years
and a half, were (11th March, 1313) led out to a scaffold, which had
been erected in front of Notre Dame, publicly to avow confessions
which the Grand Master had declared were forged. The confessions
were read—their assent was required. Two were silent, and were
condemned to be incarcerated for life. ¢But the Grand Master,
raising his arms bound with chains towards heaven, and advancing to
the edge of the scaffold, declared in a loud voice, that to say that
which was untrue was a crime, both in the sight of God and man. ‘I
do,’ #aid he, confess my guilt, which consists in having, to my shame
and dishonor, suffered myself, through the pain of torture and the
fear of death, to give utterance to falsehoods, imputing scandalous
sins and iniquities to an illustrious Order, which hath nobly served
the cause of Christianity. I disdain to seek a wretched and disgrace-
ful existence by engrafting another lie upon the original falsehood.’ ”

King PuirLip, being informed of what had happened, ordered their
instant execution. When the pile was nearly completed, the Grand
Master, having solemnly declared his innocence, invoked the blessing
of Deity. N\

% The King’s myrmidons, fearful of an insurrection among the
population, hurried them off to the stake; and bound them fast.
Their bodies were slowly consumed by small charcoal fires kindled
under their feet. They endured this hellish torture with the utrhost
fortitude and resignation, without ories or groans, imploring the
mercy of God and maintaining the innocence and purity of their
beloved Order to the last. At length, DE Moray, when his body was
almost consumed, having yet command of his tongue, looking at the
crowd before him, exclaimed :

“¢ You who behold us perishing in the flames shall decide on our
innocence ! I summon Pope Crmwmxnt V. to appear in forty days,
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and Pamrie the Fair in twelve months, before the just and terrible
throne of the everliving God, to render an account of the blood
which they have unjustly and wickedly shed I’

% The fires burned lower and lower, and in time became extin-
guished! The mortal parts of James pE Movray and Guy had been
reduced to ashes—their spirits had returned to their Creator !

% The prediction of the martyr was accomplished. The Pope and
King both died within the time prescribed.”

After the death of De Movay, the Knights had no common head.
They were persecuted, and compelled to cast off the garb of the
Temple, and mingle again with the world. Some sought refuge in the
Society of Free and Accepted Masons; others were forced, when a
portion of their lands were granted to the Knights Hospitallers, to
enter that Order. It was probably in commemoration of this latter
circumstance that the so-called degree of Knights of Malta was in-
troduced into our Encampments. This degree, as it has been erro-
neously termed, for it consists of nothing but a few insignifieant signs
and passwords, and three passages of Scripture, has nothing to do
with Freemasonry. The Knights of St. John, of Jerusalem,some-
times called the Knights Hospitallers and the Knights of Malta,
were not Freemasons. On the contrary, they seem to have been
inimical to Freemasonry, for, in 1740, the Grand Master of the Order
of Malta caused the bull of CLement XIL, to be published in that
island, and forbade the mectings of Freemasons.

“From ignorance of the true causes which forced some of the Tem-
plars to enter the Order of Malta, hasarisen the kighly reprehensible
practice of dubbing the candidate ‘a Knight of the Most Valiant
and Magnanimous Order of Knights Templars and Knights of Malta
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem.’” It is an absurdity to create
a man, at one and the same time, a Knight of two Orders which had
nothing in common, and never sympathized with each other. By
doing 80, our Commanders imitate the example of those who used
every exertion to annihilate the Templars. The candidate should be
¢ dubbed a Knight of the Most Valiant and Magnanimous Order
of Knght Templars, and instructed in the Secrets of Malta.'”

After the death of De Moray, in 1313, the Brethren were divided
into at least four parties: lst, The Templars of Portugal and Italy;
2d, Those who recognized Perer D’Avumont as suoccessor of De
Moray; 3d, Those who recognized Jorw Maro Larmenrus; and
4th, Those who did not acknowledge the authority of either Larms-
s or D’Avsont.  The Knights Templars in this country claim to
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be the descendants of the fourth party, which may be divided into
two classes—the Scotch and English. The Encampmentsin England
and in the United States, with the exception of the Encampment
of Observance,are supposed to owe their origin to the three original
Encampments of Baldwyn—at Bristol, Bath and York.

The Duke of Sussex, having been initiated a Knight Templar at
Paris, was created Grand Master of the Knights Templars in Eng-
land. He would not countenance the Christian degrees connected
with Masonry, and would not permit a badge of one of those degrees
to be worn in a Craft Lodge. On the death of the Duke, the Grand
Conclave of England was formed to rescue the Order from its de-
graded position. In the meantime, the Encampments of Bath and
and York had expired ; that of Bristol alone remained, with the ex-
ception of those which, not holding under any legitimate authority,
were raised by Knights who had been created in the Encampment at
Bristol. Under these circumstances, the Knights of Baldwyn, thinking
their place was at the head of the Order, would not yield precedence
to the Encampment of Observance, and refused to send representa-
tives to the Grand Conclave. It is to be hoped that an arrangement
will shortly be effected, and all the Templars of England will be united
under one head.

It is difficult to ascertain at what period, or by what authority, the
first Encampment was established in this country. ¢ But during the
latter part of the past century, and the beginning of the present,
several attempts were made to form a General Grand Encampment
for the United States, which seem to have failed. And the present
General Grand Encampment was not formed until the 21st of June,
1816, at New York, when DEWirr CriNtoN was elected Grand
Master. That body has continued gradually to increase in strength
from that time to the present. There were, in 1853, under its juris-
diction, the Grand Encampments of eight States,besides thirty-nine
Subordinate Encampments dispersed through twenty other States.
It may be said to be now securely seated in the affections of the
Knights Templars throughout the greater part of this vast republic;
and, while, under the auspices of its distinguished and enthusiastio
Grand Master, the Hon. WiLLiax B. Hussarp, of Columbus, Ohio,
assisted by his efficient corps of officers, it is destined to extend the
pure dooctrines of our Order to the most remote parts of our common

country.”
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BIOGRAPHY OF THE LATE GEN. E..J. ROBERTS.

With pleasure we inform our readers that the pages of Tue AsnrAR
will be enriched by an exceedingly interesting production from the
pen of one of the ablest and most accomplished writers in the country.
In accordance with the request of Bro. SHEARMAN, contained in the
following note, we shall, in a few weeks, commence the publication of
the biography of the late Gen. E. J. RoerTs. We need not add
anything, respecting this eminent Mason, to the brief but beautiful
allusion of Bro. S. .

No member of the Fraternity is better fitted to write the life of
the departed, than the distinguished gentleman who has performed
that duty. He was, for many years, an intimate friend of Gen. Ros-
EnTs, and an attentive observer of the exciting occurrences of the
times in which he lived. With ample means in his possession, his
critical judgment and fine literary taste, our readers need not be told,
Bro. BaEarMaN has produced a biography which cannot fail to deep-
ly interest every Mason, and especially those who recollect the subject
of his memoir.

MagsuaLL, August, 1855,

To the Editor of the Ashlar:

Dear 8 axp Brorarr—In accordance with the request of a large number
of the Masonic Brethren and personal friends of the late Gen. E. J. BoperTs, I
have prepared for publication, a biography, which, if it should suit your views, I
desire should appear in future numbers of THe AsHrAR. The career of such a
man as Gen. RoBerTs, is a matter of interest to the Statesman, the Mason, and the
Friend. His connection with the Masonic Order is full of interest, and the re-
cord of his life during the scenes of excitement which followed what has been
termed «the abduction” of WiLLiax Morcax, is a record of the times in which
it occurred. His connection with the literary press, and his advocacy of many
of the humane and liberalizing principles and measures which have marked the
progress of the last half century, are to the literary man and to the philanthropist,
subjects of no less interest than his Masonic life. As a citizen of Michigan, as a
devoted friend of that interesting portion of the State above the peninsula, as a
legislator, a public officer, and as a man, his name ought to be, and will be, forever
remembered and cherighed by the citizens of Michigan.

Should it suit your convenience to afford me your columns as the medium of
fornishing these memoirs, it will be a source of great satisfaction to me, and toa
host of the personal friends of Gen. R., who have long waited for this tribute of
justice to his memory.

With the fullest confidence that your energy and ability will fulfil the publie
and the Masonic expectations as regards the value of TrE AsHLAR, and with the
best wishes for its prosperity and success,

I am, dear sir, Fraternally yours,
FRANCIS W. SHEARMAN




EDITOR’S TABLE.

TO THE FRATERNITY.

After considerable delay, we have completed the necessary arrangements fer
publishing Tax AsHLAR, and now present you with the first number. The
work itself will convince you that a large expense has been incurred in prepar-
ing it. The cost of the design for the cover was fifty dollars; and that of the
stecl engraving of the Grand Master, one hundred and fifty. In order to pre-
scrve uniformity in the appearance of the Magazine, we have procured a supply
of paper for several numbers. The present issue, therefore, may be regarded as
a fair sample of the work.

1t is our intention to make such changes in the arrangement of the matter of
Tur AsSHLAR, as time and experience shall prove to be beneficial ; and we hope
to present our readers with a more pleasing variety than this number contains,
when we shall receive exchanges, and shall have opened the various channels
of communication which will enable us to obtain the latest Masonic news from
all parts of the world.

Rather than promise much, we desire that future numbers shall speak for
themselves, and stand upon their real merits.

We now carnestly solicit a liberal patronage, for upon that will depend the
success of our enterprize.

SvsscriBe ! Surscrisk |—We cannot too forcibly impreas upon the minds of
Brethren the importance of giving THE AsHLAR a liberal patronage, in order to
promote its success. We trust that each Brother who favors our enterprize, will
not only subscribe, himself, as soon as this number is presented to him, but
will use his personal influence in inducing others to follow his example. If
such a course shall be adopted, THE AsuLaR will at once be placed on a sure and
permanent footing. We ask such Brethren, therefore, to subscribe immediately,
and to lend us their good services, as far as they can, in getting the names of
others. This can easily be done at the communications of Lodges, or in a few
hours, outside, devoted to the work. A compliance with this request will con-
fer a great favor and benefit.

ApverTiszuEnts—We would call special attention to the business cards
which appear in this number. A few pages in each issue, will be devoted to
advertisements, which will furnish & desirable medium for such communications-

A Vexerasrx Granp Masrze.—Brother Jomn MrirEs, now Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of Maine, is in his ssvonty-fourth year. He has been a work-
ing Mason fifty-two years.
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Nzw Lovaxs—If any evidence were needed of the prosperity of the Order in
Michigan, it might be found in the rapid increase of Lodges and Members. At
the last Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, Cbarters were granted to
the following named Lodges : Elmira No. 72, at Saut 8te Marie ; Colon No. 73,
at Colon ; Dundee No. 74, at Dundee ; Washington No. 7, at Tekonsha ; Acacia
No. 45, at Pontiac ; Mackinac No. 71, at Mackinac ; Trenton No. 8, at Trenton ;
Flint No, 23, at Flint ; St. Albans No. 20, at Marshal, and Dowagiac No. 10, at
Dowagiae. Since January, dispensations have been granted by the Grand
Master for the organization of six Lodges. We give the names and a list of
their principal officers : Byron Lodge, at Byron—Isaac Wixoin, W. M., Wm. F.
Moseby, S. W., and Elisha Brewster, J. W.; Saginaw Lodge, at East Baginaw
—M. B. Hess, W. M, David Hughes, 8. W., and Joseph Large, J. W.; Utica
Lodge, at Utica—Oliver Adams, W. M., James Abernethy, 8, W.,, and George
A. Adair, J. W.; Owasso Ludge, at Owasso—M. W. Quackenbush, W. M., Al-
fred L. Williams, 8. W, Benj. O. Williams, J. W.; 8t. Clair Lodge, at Ashley—
S. B. Farnum, W. M.. James B. Teller, 8. W.. and Robert B. King, J. W.; But-
ler Lodge, at Butler—Gurardner Herrick, W. M., Peter Swart, S. W,, and Milo
Greging, J. W.

Lovaes v Derrorr.—There are three Lodges in the city of Detroit, in a high-
ly flourishing condition—Zion Lodge No. 1, Detroit Lodge No. 2, and Lodge
of Strict Observance No, 3. The following are the three principal officers of
No.1: William Brodie, W. M., John Pulcepher, 8. W., John A. Baily, J. W-
This Lodge has one hundred and thirty members, and has raised six since last
December. Its regular communications ‘take place on each Wednesday evening
before the full moon. It usually holds two or three special communications on
Wednesday evenings during the month. at the Masonic Hall

The officers of No. 2, are Joreph P. Whiting, W. M., H. R. Andrews, 8. W,
and Jacob Houghton, J. W. This Lodge has one hundred and fifty members,
having raised fifteen since its last return to the Grand Lodge. Its communi-
cations are held at the Masonic Hall, on Tuesday evenings. Ite Regular is
cach Tueeday evening before the full moon.

No. 3 meets every Monday evening at its Lodge room, nearly opposlte Fire-
men’s Hall. Its Regular is each Monday evening before the full moon, This
Lodge comprises eighty members, twenty-four of them having been raised dur-
ing the last six months. The officers are, Horace 8. Roberts, W. M., Henry
Metz, S. W, and Thomas Hurst, J. W,

Grzar Wrsrzax Lopoe—We are pleased to learn that the Great Western .
Lodge, of Windsor, Canada, is in a flourishing condition, and has as much work
a8 it can conveniently do. The following is a list of the officers : W. Bro. Geo.
Duncan, Master ; Bro. Rev. Gore Elliott, Chaplain ; W. Bro. ——— Perkins, 8.
‘W.; W. Bro. Alfred K. Dewson, J. W.; Bro.J. Wilton Kerr, Sec.; Bro, John F
Flliott, T.; Bro. James Forbes, 8. D.; Bro. John Hatton, J. D, ; Bro. John Dun-
ean, Junior Guard, Bro. J. N. Johnson, Tyler. W. Bro. Alexander Gordon, is
Past Master.

3 In 1820, Daniel D. Tompkins, Vice President of the United Stales, was
« Most Worshipfal Grand Master of the State of New York.”
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Batrorivae ror Caxpmares—Brother W. C. Rawsox, of Kalamaroo, under
date of June 25th, 1855, writes to Brother Crazrzs W. Moorx, Eaq, editor of
the Freemason’s Monthly Magazine, published in Boston, as follows :

«It is my opinion * * * that the efficacy of the ballot would be much
stren.gd:ened it ons ballot was final for all the degrees. Nothing ie more fruit-
ful of discord and difticulty with us, than the custom which, I am sorry to say,
prevails to a considerable extent, of black-balling caudidates for the second and
third degrees, and that by Brethren who were present at the regular meeting
when they were elected. This certainly is unjust to the candidate and produc-
tive of hard feeling among his friends in the Lodge. Inour Chapter, one ballot
suffices for all the degrees, and it is rarely that ever any difficulty grows out of
the election of members: would not the adopt.ion of this course in the Blue
Lodges be very beneficial in its results ? * * A ballot having been de-
clared not clear by the W. M., has he the power to declare it clear upon the pe:-
son casting the black ball, withdrawing it in open Lodge at the same commu-
nication

On this, Brother Moorx makes some remarks, and says :

“The course suggested by our correspondent in balloting for all the degrecs
given in a Lodge, at one and the same time, is the practice in this Common-
wealth, [Mass.:‘ We think it proper, as it certainly is the oldest we have in
this country. .

“The question of our correspondent, we answer affirmatively. We should
regard it as we should any other error.  'We might perhaps adopt the ordinary
legislative practice, and ask the vote of the Lodge on granting leave to the
member to change his vote.”

Depicariox or o New Hari—At a special communication of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, held at Philadelphia, on the 7th day of May last, it was
decided to celebrate the dedication of the new Masonic Hall, in that city, by a
public parade and other ceremonies, on some day in September. Committees
were appointed to make the necessary arrangements. It was « resolved, that
each individual Brother shall be required to attend in a full suit of black, dress
coat, with white kid gloves, plain blue sash, and plain white apron; excepting
the officers of the Grand lodge, who shall alone wear the full Masonic regalia
of their respective stations.”” The Grand Master of Michigan has received a
communication from the G. M. of the G. L. of Pa., informing him that the cele~
bration will take place on the 26th day of this month, and inviting him and the
officers and members of his Grand Lodge, and such other Brethren within his
jurisdietion as may feel an interest in the object referred to, to be present and
assist in the Ceremonies of Dedication.

Tre Masoxio Texr Bogx : containing the 008 of Entered Apprentice, Fellow
Oraft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master; Royal
Arch, Royal and Selest Master; Orders of Knight of the Red Oross, Knights Tem-
plars, Knights of Malta. Al beautifully illustrated, and duly arr: ac-
cording to the most Ancient Mode of Work and Lectures, with Guides and
Insirustion to the Craft. By Jeremy L. Oross. Sov. Grand Inspector Gen. and
Past Grand Commander. New York : A. 8. Barnes & Co, 51 John street.
Cincinnati : H, W. Derby. .

This is a neat and beautiful little book, designed for a pocket companion. It
is printed on good, gilt edged paper, and very nicely bound. Bro. Cross the
author is well known to the Fraternity, his name having been prominently be-
fore the public for thirty-five years. The Text Book contains an “advertise-
ment” which gives a very interesting « history of the introduction of Masonry
into the United Statea,’
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Growrm or THE OrdxR v CaLtroriA—There are now in California, proba-
bly, about one hundred working Lodges. At the last Aunual Communication
of the Grand Lodge of the State, there were eighty-two, fifleen of which had
been established during the preceeding six months. Remarking on this, the
M. W. Grand Master, WrLrLiax H. Howax, in his annual address, says : “ When
we take into consideration the fact that our Grand Lodge has been in existence
only five years, and that it was formed of the smallest admissable number, there
being only three chartered Lodges then in existence in California, (they hold-
ing under the several jurigdictions of the District of Columbia, Missouri and
Connecticut,) with an aggregate membership of but little over half a hundred,
we may well be artonished at the result which now meeta our view, whilst
contemplating the unheard-of spread of Freemasonry on these distant shores-
There is no parallel to be found in its annals for so rapid an increase, nor can a
more apparently healthfal or prosperous condition probably be indicated else-
Where, than is to be found in this possible Ophir of the Ancienta”

Ixtriation or CarHOLICR—AL its Annual Communication, in January last,
the Grand Lodge of Vermont adopted a resolution declaring, «that the Grand
Lodge of Vermont will grant no Dispensations-to any man or Mason for the
benefit of any human confessor or confessional ; and when any candidate for
the honor of Masonry, shall express the least doubt as to his duty at the confes-
sional, the Lodge to whom such candidate shall make application, ought not to
have the least doubt in excluding him.”> The design of this resolution, as we
understand it, is correct. Our secrets should not be confided to those who will
be liable to reveal them at the confessional

Orriceas or Granp Lopexs.—California: M. W. Wm. H. Howard, G. M.; N.
Green Curtis, D. G. M. ; R. E. Cole, S. G. W.; R. N. Wood, J. G. W.; Addison
Martin, G. T. ; L.Stowell, G. 8. Maine: M. W. John Miller, G. M.; R. W, Ja-
bez True, D. G. M.; Ezra B. French, 8. G.W.; W.T. Kimball, J.G. W.; Moses
Dodge, G.T.; Oharles B. Smith, G. 8. Jowa: M. W. A. R. Cotton, G. M.; J.
Y. Hopkins, G. 8. W.; J. 8. Banford, G. J. W.; John Claypool, G. T.; T.S8.
Parvin, G. 8. Indiana: M. W. A. O. Downey, G. M.; C. A, Foster, D. G. M. ;
Lewis Burke, 8. G. W.; P. Q. Stryker, J. G. W.; Charles Fisher, G.T.; Francis
King, G. 8ec.

FxsTIvaL AT Bamoxrort, Coxx.—On the 25th day of June, the Grand Lodge
of Connecticut dedicated the new Masonic Hall at Bridgeport, which has been
built during the past year, and is said to be one of the finest buildings of the
kind in the country. It has been elegantly fitted up by St John’s Lodge No
3, the members of which projected and carried through the celebration on a
liberal scale. During the day, an address was delivered by Br. Rev. Dr. Mxan,
of Norwalk. The festivities closed in the evening with a ball at the Sterling
House, where the members of the Ordes appeared in regalia.

Convrrrine Drcrzzs—At ita last Annual Communication, in May, the Grand
Lodge of Maine adopted a resolution to the effect, that a candidate shall receive
but one degree at any meeting of the Lodge “except in case of abeolute emer-
gency.”
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Masoney anp Prrares—In 1823, Capt. Harris of the brig Reuben and Eliss,
captured a short time before by the pirates on the Southern side of Cuba, fur-
nished the editors of the V. ¥. Mercantile Advertiser with a narative of the out-
rages perpetrated by those ruffians, and stated « that he was indebted for his
life to the circumstance of his heing a Freemason, having met with several Ma-
sons among the pirates, who interceded for him.” « It is strauge,” said a
Jjournal of that day, «that Freemasons should be found among pirates—but how
much more strange is it that men who have abandoned laws of God and nations,
whoshrink not from murder itself when convenient or thought necessary, should
respect the bonds of Freemasonry and succor a Brother in distress 7

33" During the last war between the United States and England, the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts appropriated $500 to the relief of Masonic Brethren,
British prisoners of war, when at Salem. They acknowledged reciprocal favors
to our Brethren among the enemy, hoped for the return of peace, and declared
on the true principles of Masonry, their support of the constituted authorities
of the country, in all measures of peace or war, which they may direct. With
respect to captive Brothers in this country, they expressed the sentiment that
« the moment the sword of the Warrior is sheathed, the feelings of the Mason
return with redoubled force ; and charity, displaying the banner of love, con-
ducts the captive brother.”

New Masonic Harra—The Fraternity in Portland, Maine, have fitted up for
their use, three new Halls, in a very elegant manner. The rooms are spacious
and airy—one being 48 by 36 feet, another 42 by 25 feet, and the other 25 by
23 feet. They have the necessary lobbies and an armory for Encampments. The
expense attending the fitting and furnishing is about three thousand dollars.
The Halls were dedicated on the 3d of May last.

13" In 1820, it was a standing rule in Dartmouth College, to admit no per-
son a8 a student who was a Freemason, except he disavowed his connection
with them, and to doubly disgrace a student who should become one after he
had entered the College. “How would the little things who presented, or held
on to these rules, have bowed in the presence of Washington, who was zealous-
ly attached to the Order ?*

§F" E. Couss, manufacturer of Masonic Regalia, No, 244 Grand street, New
York, is embroidering the court dress of the King of the S8andwich Islands, in
arich and beautiful style. The costume is very magnificent. The establish-
ment of Mr, Combs is one of the largest of the kind in the country, and furnishes
every description of regalia, jewels and costumes, as will be seen by reference
to our advertising columns.

™ We received, too late for an extended notice, Reports of the Procecdings
of the Grand Lodges of Mississippi and Connecticut, at their last Annual Com-
munications. In the latter, is a very able report of the Committee on Foreign
Correspondence, drawn up by the Obairman, Bro, Wm. Storer. 'We may refer to
it again in our next number.
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MASONRY—A GLANCE AT ITS HISTORY—ITS
PROGRESS IN THE UNITED STATES.

Numerous as may be the opinions respecting the origin of Free-
masonry, it is generally admitted by opponents to be the oldest insti-
tation in the world. Seasons of prosperity and adversity have alter-
nately smiled and frowned upon the Order. Some times, it has glided
along smoothly, under the patronage of pontiffs and potentates; at
other periods, it has lived despite their bitter opposition and survived
their strongest efforts to crush it by stern persecution, and resort to
those engines of terror and torture, which, only the most malignant
spirit could invent. Its history on the Eastern Continent presents
every variety of fortune, and conveys to the discerning mind the most
satisfactory and conclusive evidence of the inestimable value of our
ancient Institution which exists to-day, as it did hundreds of years

ago, in purity and vigor.
? 5—voL. L No. IL
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Though we have not time to comment at length on the eauses of
the stability of Masonry, we will give them a passing notice. Our
Order is designed to promote great moral principles, that are known
and acknowledged to be right by all good men—principles taught and
enforced by the Bible which is the rule and guide of our faith. It
is not the end which we seek to attain, that opponents condemn, but
the means employed to gain that end. We may state, therefore,
almost as an axiom, that the purity, correctness and immutability of
the great and leading principles on which Masonry is founded, and
which it seeks to inculoate, have given to the members of the Society,
courage and strength that have enabled them to come out of every
contest—even with the most powerful monarchs of the earth—victo-
rious. However perfoot might have been the machinery, and how-
aever smoothly and correctly its several parts might have moved, it
could not have survived, had it been formed for any merely temporary
object, or had it rested on unsound principles; long ago, it would
have been shattered and totally destroyed by the farious blows of its
powerful adversaries. It bhas been preserved uninjured by strog
hearts and faithful breasts—by Brethren who felt conscious, that
though reviled and persecuted by their fellow men, they were engaged
in a great and glorious work, on which Heaven looked with approving
smiles,

The stability of our leading principles, and a consciousness of reo-
titude, have given the members of the Order the power to persevere
and endure under the severest trials; but the Institution has been
preserved in vigor and usefulness, by the faithfulness of Brethren in
carefully guarding and preserving Ancient Lanpmarks. These
being known in every clime, having came down from time immemoral,
and having been tested by the experience of ages, stand as the dis-
tinguishing characteristics and safe guards of Masonry, and possess
a value which cannot be too highly estimated. This fact has been
quickly discovered by our adversaries. In the excitement which
existed in this country a few years ago, they exclaimed, ¢ Let us sub-
vert the Landmarks, and the Institution cannot be sustained.”
Jorn Quincy Apams asserted that “the whole cause” between
Masonry and Anti-Masonry is concentrated in one act. “ Let a single
Lodge,” said he, “resolve that they will change one Landmark, and
that Lodge is dissolved ; let the whole Order resolve to do the same,
and the whole Order is dissolved ; for the abolition of that one Land-
mark, necessarily implies the extinction of all the others.”
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" Bo strongly is the truth of the foregoing sentiments realized, that
the constitutions of many Grand Lodges declare that the Landmarks
of symbolical Masonry shall not be in the slightest degree changed;
and it was asserted at the revival of Masonry in England, by the
assembled wise men of the Fraternity, that it is not in the power of
any man, or body of men, to make any alteration or innovation in the
old Landmarks of Masonry.” At the present day, the charge given
to Brethren in this country, on receivingthe third degree, contains the
following language: “ The ancient Landmarks of the Order, entrusted
to your care, you are carefully to preserve, and never suffer them to
be infringed, or countenance a deviation from the established usages
and customs of the Fraternity.”

Itis the preservation of the Ancient Landmarks that makes Ma-
gons, living in different parts of the world—under governments of
every form—and surrounded by influences and circumstances diverse
and varied, in reality Brothers, and enables them to distinguish each
other as such: it is the preservation of those Landmarks which, after
years of dissension and separation, brings together Grand Lodges and
those acting under their jurisdictions, and unites them in fraternal
affection on a common ground familiar to all.  There is a moral force
and beauty in this fact, which, the unnitiated may perceive and appre-
ciate, and which may quickly teach him why it is the sacred duty of
every Brother to carefully guard the old foundations of the Order, and
not suffer even the smallest stone to be displaced.

To fully appreciate the remarks which have beem made, it should
be remembered that no body among Masons, resembling a Grand
Lodge, was established till long after the origin of the Institution. In
remote times, each Lodge acted independently without a charter from
any higher authority. Not till near the commencement of the fourth
century, have we satisfactory evidence, that general conventions of the
Fraternity were held. It appears that about that period, they met
annually and held a conference, over which one of their number was
chosen to preside. An old manuscript says that “ St. Albans (who
was martyred in 306) loved Masons well, and cherished them much.
* * * And he got then a charter from the king and his counsell, for
to hold a generall counsel, and gave itt to name Assemblie.” These
meetings, every member was expected to attend.

In 926, King Athelstane granted a charter to the Masons of Eng-
land, on application of his brother Prince Edwin. *Accordingly,”
says Ashmole, “ Prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in the realm

to meet him in a congregation at York, who came and composed a
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General Lodge, of which he was Grand Master, and having brought
with them all the writings and records extant, some in Greek, some
Latin, some in French, and other languages, from the contents thereof
that assembly did frame the constitution and charges of an English
Lodge.” “From this assembly at York,” says Mackey, “the true
rise of Masonry in England is generally dated: from the statutes
there enacted, are derived the English Masonic constitutions; and
from the place of meeting, the ritual of the English Lodges is desig-
nated as the © Ancient York Rite.”

The Masons of Great Britain acted under the jurisdiction of the
York Lodge till about the middle of the sixteenth century, when those
living in the South met and elected Sir Thomas Gresham their
Grand Master. He was styled Grand Master of England, and the
person who presided over the old assembly was called the Grand
Master of all England. It is somewhat remarkable that the two
Grand Lodges remained on an amicable footing and maintained
friendly relations till 1725—more than one hundred and fifty years—
when the Lodge of London granted a charter to some members who
had seceded from that of York.

In 1738, several members becoming dissatisfied, seceded from the
Grand Lodge of England, and in the next year formed another Grand
Lodge. They styled themselves “ Ancient York Masons” and
claimed that they alone preserved the ancient tenets of the Institu-
tion. Those who belonged to the old organization received, against
their will, the name of “ Moderns,” “the most opprobrious epithet,”
says Brother Mackey, “that can be applied to a Masonic Body.”
These dissentions continued till 1813, when the several Lodges were
united under one Master, the Duke of Sussex.

A Lodge was organized at Savannah, in Gieorgia, in the early part of
the eighteenth century, under a warrant from Lord Weymouth, Grand
Master of England, but Masonry in the United States dates from
the year 1733, when by virtue of a charter granted by Lord Viscount
Montague, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England, a Lodge
was established in Boston, Massachusetts. R. W. Henry Price, who
was appointed Provincial Grand Master, opened the Convention on the
30th of July 1733. It was known by the name of ¢ 8t. John’s Grand
Lodge,” and those who belonged to it or acted under its authority,
were called * Modern Masons.” The first Lodge chartered by this
body, ¢ St. John's” of Boston, is still in existence. In1734,a Lodge
of which Benjamin Franklin was first Master, was established in
Philadelphis, by the authority of ¢ 8t. John’s Grand Lodge.” Thus
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this body continued to grant charters for twenty years, till it had
established numerous subordinate bodies in Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut. New Jersey, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, Virginia, North Carolina and Seuth Carolina. In 1752, some
“ Ancient Masons,” residing”in Boston, obtained a dispensation from
Lord Aberdeen, Grand Master of Bcotland, constituting them a
regular Lodge under the name of “8t. Andrew's;” and in 1769,
an “ Ancient” Grand Lodge, with the same appellation, organized
by the aid of some travelling Lodges, acting under the Grand Lodge
of Scotlnnd.

The first presiding officer of the new body was General Joseph
Warren, who fell at the battle of Bunker Hill, when fighting bravely
for his country’sfreedom. The death of this distinguished man and
good Mason, inflicted a heavy blow upon the. Brethren, who, after the
evacuation of Boston by the British troops, determined to search for
his remains which had been buried on the field of blood. ¢ They
accordingly repaired,” says Brother Davis, “to the place, and by
direction of a person who was on the ground at the time of his burial,
a spot was found where the earth had recently been turned up. Upon
removing the turf, and opening the grave, which was on the brow of
a hill, and adjacent to a small cluster of sprigs, the remains were
discovered in a mangled condition, but were easily ascertained [by
an artificial tooth]; and being decently raised; were conveyed to the
State House in Boston; from whence, by a large and respectable
pumber of Brethren, with the late Grand officers attending in proces-
sion, they were carried to the Stone Chapel, where an animated eulo-
gium was deliverd by Brother Perez Morton.” The body was then
deposited in a vault.

The two Grand Lodges, and those acting under them respectively,
continued to act independently and without communication till 1792,
when a union took place, and a new organization was effected under
the name of “ The Grand Lodge of the most Ancient and Honorable
Society of Free and Accepted Masons for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.” At that time, the offensive distinction of Ancient
and Modern Masons was abolished, and has not been revived since.

In 1735, under a warrant from the Grand Master of the Free and
Accepted Masons of England, “Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1,” was estab-
lished in South Carolina. On the 24th of - December, in 1764, by
authority of the Grand Master of England, a Provincial Grand Lodge
was constituted, with Chief Justice Leigh as Master. Thirty-three
years subsequently, s Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons was
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also established at Charleston. Not till the year 1817, after much
dissension, did a union take place, since which time all former differ-
ences have been forgotten.

Other Lodges were established in the colonies as follows: the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, in 1764; that of North Carolina, in
1771 that of Virginia,in 1778 ; and that of New York, 1781. Soon
after the close of the Revolution, the mebers of these bodies repu-
diated theauthority of a foreign power, and independant Grand Lodges
were formed in the séveral States.

The rapid progress of Freemasonry in this Republic, is almost
without a parallel. From the beginning of the present century, till
the Morgan cxcitement, it increased in strength and numbers. At
that period, it cncountered an opposition more potent and terrible
than the bulls of Popes, the edicts of Emperors and Kings, and the
tortures of the Inquisition. In many quarters, the batteries of pud-
lir opinion, under the influence of error and fanaticism, were directed
against it ; every slander, that misguided zeal or malevolence could
invent, was set afloat to check its career; abuse and detraction were
heaped upon it without stint, and among its opponents were some of
the ablest intellects of the time. Its principles, its tenets, its practices
were discussed in public and in private, in every section of the coun-
try. Never before had the Institution to go through such a scathing
ordeal; it had been stifled and trampled beneath the power of arbi-
trary tyrants, by physical force exerted on its members, but now it
was to be tried before a tribunal where reason and sound sense, after
the excitement had passed, would pronounce judgment. If the ver-
dict was against it, not a hundred years would retricve its fallen
fortunes and place it in the path of prosperity. In the midst of the
popular furor, when communities were misled, and their indignation
excited by fancied wrongs, and deeds of sin which existed only in
their distempered imaginations, our society, in afspirit of meakness
and christian kindness, bore the assaults of its enemies, never forget-
ting the christian charity which its principles inculcated. To preserve
peace and harmony, the Lodges generally gave up their charters or
ceased to hold meetings. Some members of faint heart quailed before
the opposition, and thought the overthrow of the Institution was at
hand: others looked on with doubt and fears as to the result; while
many, who possessed strong hearts and cool heads, looked beyond the
temporary excitement of popular prejudice, and saw the beaming rays
of the bright sun of prosperity in the future. Honor to those heroio
Brothers who had the courage to stand by, and boldly defend, our
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Ancient Order in its hour of need, when it trembled beneath the dark
clouds of adversity,’and bitter, unrelenting opposition! Many of them
have been admitted into the Celestial Lodge above, with the approba-
tion of the Grand Master of the Universe; some remain to receive
the reward of their labors, on earth. The result to them must pro-
duce feelings of unsullied gratification. Not only have they seen
Masonry survive the desperate contest, and pass out uninjured, but
they now behold her spreading over the length and breadth of the
land—advancing with our country’s growth, and hastening to plant
her foot, and extend her blessings, in every new Territory. Grand
Lodges are now established and flourishing in every State, and almost
all the Territories of the Union; and there are to-day, acting under
their jurisdictions, probably two hundred and fifty thousand Masons.

Why has our time-honored socicty withstood, successfully, the
powerful opposition of the Morgan excitement—and what causes it to
flourish throughout the land? The reason is obvious to every mem-
ber of the Order. The Institution is a plant congenial to the soil of
our Republic ; its fundamental truths and precepts are in unison with
the great principles, and the spirit, of our government. It exerts
a powerful influence to make its votaries better christians, better
citizens and better men than they would be if without its pale. It
inculcates the virtues of brotherly love, relief and truth, of tem-
perance, fortitude, prudence, and justice; it enjoins three great
duties—to God, our neighbor and ourselves ; and says to the candidate
on his initiation, “ In the State you are to be a quiet and peaceable
citizen, true to your government, and just to your country; you are
not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to
legal authority and conform with cheerfulness to the government of
the country under which you live.” An Order, which has came down
from remote ages, and which teaches such views, and calls upon no
man to perform any act that conflicts with the duty which he owes to
his God, his country, his family, his neighbor, or himself, cannot but
prosper in this land of republican liberty, if its members are faithful
to their trusts. The future prospects of Masonry in the United States,
will depend upon the judicious action of the F'raternity. If they are
cautious and vigilant if they guard with watchfulness the portals of
the Lodge, practice the virtues which it constantly inculcates, and care-
fully preserve the Ancient Landmarks, they will continue to advance,
and will transmit the Institution to their children, in a healthy con-
dition, with its vigor and usefulness unimpared.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND LODGE—EXAMI-
NATION OF CANDIDATES.

To maintain and support the constitution, laws and edicts of the
Grand Lodge, under which his own Lodge is held, is the imperative
duty of every Mason. As ignorance of law on the part of the violator
should be considered in mitigation of punishment, Masonry regards
leniently an offence against her enactments, when committed under a
misapprehension ; but at the same time she holds the guilty party res-
ponsible for neglecting to avail himself of the means within his reach
to attain a knowledge of her laws.

For a violation of the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Michigan
by her subordinate bodies, there can be no reasonable excuse. Its
provisions are comparatively few and are easy of comprehension. It
has been extensively circulated through the State, and every Lodge
has, or ought to have, a copy. Each subordinate body, therefore
which violates any of its requirements, is;morally guilty, and should
be called to account for the offence committed.

It is the especial duty of the Master of a Lodge to be thoroughly
conversant with the constitution of the Grand Lodge, and where a
doubt exists in his mind as to the construction to be placed upon any
of its provisions—that doubt should be removed as soon as practicable,
in order that he may be prepared to enlighten his Brethren in all
cases in which he may be called to give an official opinion. He
should be able to determine without delay, questions submitted to him,
and be ready to give the reason for his decision. Then he will com-
mand the respect of the members of his Lodge by his Masonio
kunowledge, and be enabled more readily to guard the trust committed
to him.

The Master isresponsible for any violation'of the constitution that
may octur while he presides, and he cannot shift that responsibility.
He should be careful then, that no persuasion or emergency, nor any
motive whatever, induce him to consent to disregard the laws that he is
bound to see executed.

‘We design calling attention in subsequent numbers of THE AsHLAR
to different provisions of the constitution of our Grand Lodge, that
we have reason to helieve, are not sufficiently enforced in this jurisdie-
tion. We entertain the belief that when the attention of the Frater-
nity is ¢alled to them, they will eheerfully conform to their require-
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ments—that whatever may have been the reason of a failure to do so
heretofore in some Lodges, it will not longer beurged. At this time,
we will allude to only one clause, the value and importance of which
have never been properly appreciated.

Section 9 of article 4, reads as follows :

Every candidate advanced in the Lodge under the [this] juriedic.
tion, shall first be examined in open Lodge as to his proficiency in the
degree or degrees previously conferred.

But few Liodges in Michigan, we feel confident in asserting, comply
with this wise and salutary provision; and why not? Its meaning
is plain and intelligible, and its binding force is not doubtful. The
Master, therefore, who disregards this clause, commits an offence
and violates a sacred duty, and is liable to be called to account for his
wrong doing. And he should be called to account if he continues to
disregard the section quoted. While he injures himself by such a
course, he inflicts a great injury upon the candidate. He deprives
him of what is rightfully his due. Kvery Brother, as he advances,
should be taught to observe and appreciate the moral beauties of our
Institution, and he can be thus instructed, only by giving him a knowl-
edge of those things which constitute the ©proficiency” referred to.
No man is fitted to partake of the benefits of Masonry if he has not
ability to make the “proficiency,” and no one is worthy of its honors
if he will not attain it.

The standard to be reached by the candidate, to ensure his advance-
ment, must be regulated by the Master, but should in all cases compel
him to acquire sufficient knowledge to work kis way. And what he
does learn should be thorough, and firmly fixed in his mind, that he
may be able to impart it without hesitation or stammering; and
until he can give evidence of this “proficiency” in open Lodge, he
should de kcpt where he is.

Let the requirement of the constitution hereafter be observed and
obeyed in all Lodges in this jurisdiction; and remember, Masters,
that it is your duty to see that it is obeyed. By performing this
duty where it has been neglected, you will notice a marked change in
the work and spirit of the Brethren over whose meetings you preside ;
~ the novice will better appreciate and understand the nature of our
Institation—a laudable desire will be aroused—and above all, you
will bave carried into effect a valuable provision of the constitution,
before neglected.
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INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE.

Karaxazoo, September 5th, 1855.
Bro. Weston—TI enclose to you a letter received by me some time
since from my venerable friend and Companion, Sir Knight SeLkric.
It is full of masonic fervor, and comes from a source which all young
masons must respect and venerate. More than sixty winters have
left their frosts upon the head of our venerable Brother, yet, in no way
has his force abated, but he enters into the spirit of the work with all
the enthusiasm of youthful vigor. Long may he survive to teach

those pure principles whose practice he has assiduously cultivated !

Fraternally Yours,
W. C. RANSOM.
Mission To THE OtToWas, WayLanp, Oct. 31, 1854,
To Companion WyLLys C. Ranson, K. T.
Sir KnieET—TI have the pleasure of forwarding to you by mail my
credentials of Masonic Degrees from the first step, up to the Lodge
of Perfection—thirty-three degrees including the Knighthoods and

Prince of Jerusalem—from the P. H. P. of Amber Chapter, and
Head of the Grand Council of Princes at Albany.

« Ordo ab chao.
Virtus junxit mors non seperabit.”

Companion Davip 8. VaN RENSSELAER, states that he has not the
seal of the Lodge of Perfection; but I trust that the vouchers,
accompanying the Royal Arch Seal, will satisfy all worthy Companions
and Sir Knight Templars. I wish you to read these credentials and
vouchers to your Chapter, and permit them to be laid up in the
archives of the same, for the encouragement of the Craft, of our Com-
panions, Knight Templars, and Princes, when I am no more.

There are but few of us left who saw the dark days of persecution,
and buckled on the sword and faught until every Ephraimite was slain
at the ford. It is true that I should brush up my armor, take the
ring, trowel, and sword, as all true K. Ts. should do—but, alas! I
fear I shall have to say, Clarion sound again, clarion loud and
shrill :

“ They have all passed by—
They in whose rest I have borne my part ;
They that I loved with a brother’s heart—
They have left me here to die."—(Captive Knight.)
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I should like much now in my old age to see the juveniles—the
strong young men—work on all the degrees up to the thirty-
third, which I believe comprise all of Ancient Masonry, and even
those degrees established by the Cruisaders when seeking the sepul-
chre of Christ. With these degrees, many have supposed that Napo-
leon won the island of Malta without firing a gun; and many of his
officers could not devise the cause of such a bloodless capture.

As I am situated, it is seldom that I ever meet with you; but
when I do, I can see plans drafted upon the trestle board, of the very
. work I used to do when young. I glory much in seeing work pro-
gress, and the cap-stone, to its place brought home with shoutings and
praise.

The Stone rejected by the builders, (although the main support of
the Arch—a beautiful stone marked only by its singular form—
deviating from the angle of a square—its proper use unknown to the
workmen) formed a striking and sublime figure of the Great Architect
of the Universe. Long before the Messiah came, the ,*, was an
emblem of the Union of the Godhead—the three in one, or triune.
The cap-stone was moddled so near like it, that the square was as
much out of place on the one as the other—a figure of the sublime
mystery—yet supporting the Grand Arch of the Universe.

The ancient Architects considered that every work which could not
be tested by the plumb, square and level, was only fit for the rubbish.
Since the rejection of that Stone by the Jewish bnilders, their temple
has fallen. Its main arch has given way. That temple can never
again be completed until that Stone is acknowledged and elevated
to the head of the corner. They have often tried to rebuld their
house, but all in vain. It is the same stone which caps the two dis-
pensations, unites them, and cements them into one solid mass, to be
shaken or crumbled—never.

Safe under the watch care of this key, will ever remain the Ark
of the Covenant, the Book of the Law, the Pot of Incense, the Bread
of Heaven, the Budding rod of Aaron, (figure of a living priesthood,)
with many other antiquities as yet unknown but to a few, and those
only who have become Knights of the ninth Arch, or Princes of the
Secret.

You will excuse this long letter, and permit me in conclusion to
express the hope that we may yet often meet as true and faithful K.
Ts. | Yours Sincerely,

JAMES SELKRIG.
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MASONIO ODE.

The following ode was composed by Brother J. K. MircueLt for
the occasion of laying the corner stone of the new Masonic Temple
in Philadelphia, which took place last December:

«0 1 glorious Builder of the vaulted skies !
Almighty Architect of Earth and Heaven |
Come down to bless the Mason's enterprise,
To thee, O God, and Faith and Mercy given.
A home to Fﬂ'cnfcka‘p, Truth and Love wo raise,
‘Where, ages yet to come, shall sound our Master’s praise.

«0 make its deep foundations firm and fast !
O bless the rearing of the miihty pile!
And when to thee its spires loo) at last,
Upon the finished work, and workmen smile !
Nor less the inner works of kindness bless !
And make the Mason's labor—peace and happiness |

» Enlarge our spirit l=let our means improve !
Enforce our.&th |—make strong our mystic ties !
Exalt our friendship, and refine our love
And let our hearts be pure before thine eyes,
8o that, while God approves, the world may see
How great and good a thing is Ancient Masonry |

« Aid us to wipe the widow’s bitter tears !
Help us to hear the orphan's lonely cries |
Be present when we soothe a Brother's cares !
And be our strength in all calamities |
For what can we, as one or many, do,
Unless, O Lord | with Thee, our labors we pursue !

« Q] therefore, Builder of the vaulted skies !
Almighty Architect of Earth and Heaven !
Come down to bleas our holy enterprise,
To thee. O God, and Faith and Mercy given.
A home to Friendship, Truth and Love we raise,
Where, ages yet to come, shall sound our Master’s praise.”

DEATH OF P. G. MASTER, M. Z. KREIDER, M. D,
OF OHIO.

Brother KrEmER, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ohio,
died at his residence in Lancaster, on tne 20th day of July last. He
was born in Huntington, Pennsylvania, in the year 1803. In 1822 he
removed to Ohio and commenced the practice of his profession, in
which he won distinction. He became a Mason in 1828, in the midst
of the Morgan excitement. He held the offices of Grand Master
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of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, G. H. P. of the Grand Chapter, and
also Grand Master of the Grand Enocampment. Ia all his official, as
well as private relations, says the Cincinnati Review, “ he maintained
an unblemished reputation, and secured the warmest regard of all
with whom he became aoquainted. As a Mason he was ever faithful
to his trust, and discharged all his duties with a conscientious regard
to what was right. In a general and aocurate knowledge of the
Order, especially, he was excelled by few ; and in his attachment to its
prineiples,by none. He possessed a genial nature, and always appeared
with sunbeams of light and gladness glowing around him. Asa
ohristian, his walk was upright, and in health or sickness. in life and
death, he enjoyed the consolation of religion, and could say, he ¢ knew
in whom he had believed.’”

The Grand Lodge of Ohio convened, and the Grand Master offi-
eiated at the funeral ceremonies of our deceased Brother. :

Jeptaa anp THE EpHRAIMITES.—Dr. AsHE, referring to the sym-
bol of the ear of corn in the Fellow Craft Degree, says: “ It dates
its origin from the time that the Ephraimites crossed the river Jor-
dan, in order to quarrel with Jeptha, the Gileaditish general, by
reason of his not calling them out to partake of the rich spoils of
victory in the Ammonitish war, as their former leaders had done.
The Ephraimites were a clamorous and noisy people, and on this
occasion they came to extremities, and threatened to destroy Jeptha
and his house by fire. Jeptha tried all mild and leuient means to
pacify them, which proving abortive, he was obliged to have recourse
to vigorous ones; he therefore gave them battle and defeated them
with great slaughter. And in order to sccure himself from the like
molestation in future, he sent, and guarded the passes of the river
Jordan, which he knew they must cross in order to return to their
own country, with strict injunctions to his guards, that if any .came
that way and acknowledged themsclves to be Ephraimites, to slay
them immediately, and if they said nay, there was a test word put
to them, viz: to pronounce the word Shibboleth, which they, for want
of an aspiration peculiar to their dialect, coqld not frame to articulate,
but called it Sibboleth; which small variation discovered their country,
and cost them their lives; so that there fell on that day, in the field
of battle and on the banks of the Jordan, as holy writ informs us,
forty-two thousand Ephraimites, and that test word was afterwards

used amongst the Gileadites to distinguish friend from foe.”
6—voL. 1. xo. 1.
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AN ADDRESS OF OUR LATE BROTHER
DeWITT CLINTON.

Our late Brother, DEWrrr CLiNTON of New York, may be classed
among the ablest men which this country has produced. Gifted in
intellect far beyond the mass of his contemporaries—he was distin-
guished not more for his eminent ability than for his purity of life
and conduct. Among the prominent statesmen of his time, he stood
conspicuous for his love of the institution of Masonry, and his devo-
tion to its interests. Possessing extraordinary talents, and a mind
euriched by rigid discipline and extensive culture, he was peculiarly
fitted to instruct his Brethren, and impart valuable instruction relative
to the history and principles of the Order. The honors which he
won as a statesman and a public man, grow dim beneath the reputa-
tion that he achieved as a member of our Fraternity.

The following address, replete with sound sentiments, was delivered
by the M. W. Past G. M. D& Wirr CrintoN, in the month of Sept.,
A. L. 5325, on the occasion of the installation of the M. W. G. M,
eloct, SrerueN Van ReNSSELAER, in the city of Albany, N. Y.
“Worthy and much respected Drethren :

This solemn and’ interesting occasion demands, from this place, an
illustration of the principles, the objects, and the tendencies of Free-
masonry. Many volumes have been written, and numerous discourses
have becn pronounced on this subject. If we were to follow the
gratuitous assumptions and fanciful speculations of visionary men, in
attempting to trace the rise and progress of this ancient institution, we
would be involved in the inextrizzble labyrinths of uncertainty, and
lost in the jarring hypothesis of conjecture. Better is it then to
sober down our minds to well cstablished facts, than, by giving the
rein to'erratic imagination, merge the radiance of truth in the obscurity
of fable. History and tradition are often adulterated by misrepre-
sentation: beyond them the age of fable commences, when no reliance
can be placed on the writings of the ancients. All history, except
the divine records, before Thucydides, is apocryphal; and oral tra-
dition is almost entircly distorted and perverted after the lapse of
three generations. At certain periods of human affuirs, and in certain
stages of society, it ocoupies the place of written history, and there is
even an end to the reign of fable when all that relates to this “great
globe and all which it inherits,” is enveloped in the mysterious gloom
of unexplored and impenetrable antiquity.
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Enthusiastic friends of our institution have done it mtich injury
and covered it with much ridicule, by stretching its origin beyond the
bounds of credibility. Some have given it an antediluvian origin,
while others have even represented it as coeval with the creation;
some have traced it to the Egyptian priests, and others have discovered
its vestiges in the mystical societies of Greece and Rome. The
erection of Solomon’s temple, the retreats of the Druids, and the
Crusades to the holy land, have been, at different times, specially
assigned as the sources of its existence. The ordet, harmony, and
wonders of creation, the principles of mathematical science and the
productions of architeotural skill, have been confounded with Free-
masonry. Whenever a great philosopher has enlightened the ancient
world, he has been resolved, by a species of moral metempsychosis,
or intellectual chemistry, into s Freemason; and in all the secret
institutions of antiquity, the footsteps of lodges have been traced by
the eye of credulity. Archimedes, Pythagoras, Euclid and Vitravius
were,in all probability, not Freemasons; and the love of order, the .
cultivation of soience, the embellishments of taste, and the sublime
and beautiful works of art, have certainly existed in ancient, as they
now do in modern, times, without the agency of Freemasonry.

Our Fraternity has thus suffered under the treatment of well-
meaning friends, who .have undesignedly inflicted more injuries upon
it than its most virulent enemies. The absurd accounts of its origin
and history, in most of the books that treat of it, have proceeded from
enthusiasm operating on credulity and the love of the marvellous.
An imbecile friend often does more injury than an avowed foe. The
calumnies of Barrul and Robinson, who labored to cornect our society
with the illuminati, and to represent it as inimical to social order
and good government, have been consigned to everlasting contempt,
while exaggerated and extravagant friendly accounts and representa-
tions continually stare us in the face and mortify our intellectual
discrimination, by ridiculous claims to unlimited antiquity: nor ought
it to be forgotton, that genuine Masonry is adulterated by sophistica-
tions and interpolations, foreign from the simplicity and sublimity of
its natare. To this magnificient temple of the Corinthian order,
there have been added Gothic erections, which disfigure its beauty
and derange its symmetry. The adoption, in some cases, of frivolous
pageantry and fantastic mummery, equally revolting to good taste and
genuine Masonry, has exposed us to much animadversion: but our
institation, clothed with celestial virtue, and armed with the panoply
of truth, has defied all the storms of open violence and resisted all
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the attacks of insidious imposture; and it will equally triumph over
the errors of misguided friendship, which, like the transit of a planet
over the disk of the sun, may prodcce a momentary obscuration, but
will instantly leave it in the full radiance of its glory.

Although the origin of our fraternity is covered with darkness, and
its history is, to a great extent, obscure, yet we can confidently say
that it is the most ancient soeiety in the world—and we are equally
certain, that its principles are based on pure morality—that its ethics
are the ethics of christianity—its doctrines the doctrines of patriotism
and brotherly love, and its sentiments the sentiments of exalted
benevolence. Upon these points, there can be no doubt. All that is
good, and kind, and charitable, it encourages ; all that is vicious, and
cruel, and oppressive, it veprobates That charity which is described
in the most masterly manner, by the eloquent apostle, composes its
very essence, and enters into its vital principles; and every Free-
mason is ready to wnite with him in saying, “ though I speak with
the tongues of men and of angels and have not charity, I am become
as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and
though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have
not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though I give my bedy to be burned, and have not
charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long and is kind ;
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself; is not puffed up;
doth not behave itself unseemingly, seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth ; heareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things. Charity never faileth; but whether there be
prophecies, they shall fail ; whether they be tongues, they shall cease;
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.” How bappens it
then that our institution has created so much opposition, excited so
much jealousy, encountered so much proscription, experienced so much
persecution ?

The mysteries which pertain to this fraternity have been the source
of much obloquy, and its entire exclusion of the female sex, from its
eommaunion, has been considered an unjust and rigorous rule. In
former times, the arts and sciences had their mysteries. The inven-
tions of the former, and the discoveries of the latter, were either
applied by individuals to their own benefit, or thrown into a common
stock for the emolument of select associations. In the early stages
of Freemasoary, its votaries applied themselves, with great ardor, o
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architesture and geometry. This will account for the exclusion of
women. Such laborious pursuits were not adapted to their destination
in life, and their station in civilized soeiety. A measure then, that
has been deemed a censure, was the highest eulogium that could be
passed on the sex, and, in evincing this distinguished respect, our
scient Brethren exhibited that refinement and courtesy which are
always accompanied with a just appreciation of female excellence and
delicacy. The secrets of the arts and sciences, which were elicited
by the researches and employments of the Fraternity, were cherished
for their common beuefit ; but the art of printing having thrown open’
the gates of knowledge to all mankind, and the rights of invention
having been protected by government, the utility of secrecy, so far as
it related to intellectual improvemeut and the enjoyment of its fruits,
was, in a great degree, superseded. There are, however, secrets of
importance to the Brotherhood, which are entirely innocent, neither
touching the concerns nor affecting interests of the uninitiated, nor
impugning the doetrines of pure morality nor the precepts of our holy
religion.

Seeret institutions were not uncommon among the ancients. The
Eleusinian, Dionysian and Panathenaan mysteries, the associations of
the Pythagoreans, the Essenes, and of the architects of Ionia, were
concealed from the uninitiated ; and even the women of Rome cele-
brated the mysteries of the Bona Dea in a state of entire seclusion.
The Druids had also their mysteries, and our Indians have secret
institutions. As secrecy may be enjoined with pure views and for
good objects, so it also may be observed, with pernicious intentions
and for bad purposes. The doctrines and observances of christianity
were, in the last centary, ridiculed and caricatured by a secret society
in the vicinity of London, composed of choice spirits of wickedness;
and, under the cloak of mysterious associations, conspiracies have
been formed against freedom and social order. As nothing of this
kind can be imputed to Freemasonry, it ought to have been patron-
ized instead of being persecuted ; but the suspicious eye of tyranny,
always on the watch for victims, affected to sec combinations against
legitimate government, and the sanguinary hand of vengeance was soon
uplifted against us. In every nation in Europe, Masonry has passed
the ordeal of persecution. The inquisition has stained it with blood.
Hierarchies have prosoribed and interdicted it. Despotism has pur-
awed it to distruction : and every where, exoept in this land of liberty,
is has felt the arm of unjust and tyrannical power: and even here,
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.and in this enlightened age, fanaticism has dared to fulminate its
anathemas.

The precepts of Freemasonry inculeate abstraction from religious
and political controversies, and obedience to the existing authorities ;
and there can be no doubt of the good faith and sincerity of this
injunction. And, accordingly, the most enlightened princes of Europe,
and among others, Frederick the great of Prussia, have been members
of our fraternity, and have not considered it derogatory from their
dignity, or dangerous to their ascendenay, to afford it official proteo-
tion and personal encouragement. But the truth is, that the prinoiples
of Freemasonry are hostile to arbitrary power. All Brethren are
on a level, and of course, are on an equality with respect to natural
rights. The natural equality of mankind and the rights of man, are
not only implied in our doctrine, but the form of our government is
strictly republican, and, like that of the United States, representative
and federal. The officers of the private lodges are annually chosen
by the members, and all the lodges are represented in the Grand
Lodge, by the presiding officers and Past Masters, whe e lect, annually,
the Grand Officers, and who, together with the existing Past Grand
officers, constitute the Grand Lodge. The lodges are thus the mem-
bers, and the Grand Lodge the head of a society which, by |a combi-
nation of the representative and federal principles, constitutes a federal

republic as to the government of Freemasons.
[To be continued.]

CoupLiMeENTARY.—We desire to return our thanks to those Brethren
who have addressed to us letters of encouragement since the commenoe-
ment of our enterprise, and expressed their good wishes for its success.
Among the communications referred to, is one which we give below.
The enthusiasm of Bro. @. has led him to bestow unmerited praise:
we trust his present views will not be changed on reading fature num-
bers of THE AsHLAR.

Bro. WesToNn—I was agreeably surprised the other day on receiv-
ing a copy of the first number of Tee Asmrar. I had heard oon-
siderable about this fourthcoming journal, and my expeotations had
-been somewhat enlarged relative to its appearance, value, and masonio
usefulness; consequently, its contents were, with much interest and
attention, perused ; and it is with no little satisfaction, that I am
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able to say that my wishes and expeotations, as regards its external
and internal qualifications, are more than reslised. When we take
into oonsideration the many disadvantages under which you must
have labored in bringing into existance the first issue of a journal
devoted to the intereats of Masonry, it could not have been expected
by the most sanguine, that one abounding in such a variety, and pre-
senting 8o many interesting subjects to jthe masonic reader, as are
presented in the first number, would be laid before them. Itiss
matter of much gratifieation to me as a Mason, and one which must
be of interest to every member of the Fraternity, that THE AsaLAR pre-
sents itself before them endowed with those qualifications which are
not only to bring it patronage and support, but whioh fore-shadow its
usefulness and value. The want of aperiodical exclusively devoted
to the intereats of the Craft in this jurisdiction, has long been felt,
and we now look forward with confidence that our most sanguinary
hopes will be realized, and that this journal, nnder your control and
supervision, will become a perfect Ashlar, and an ornsment in the
superstructure of Masonry not only in this State—but wherever
the benign principles of our Order are cultivated and appreciated.
In your ability, attainments, and masonio acquirements, the Fra-
ternity have an earnest of its future value and importance to the
Oraft; and in the number which you have placed before them
a8 a specimen of the work, a pledge of its future usefulness, means
of instruction and souree of information. This is what the Fra-
ternity have long desired; and throughout the length and breadth
of our jurisdiction, its appearance will be hailed with acclamation.
It is to be hoped that every mason will appreciate the value of
the work you have commenced for them, and see the necessity of
eontributing individually to its support. May prosperity attend your
efforts, and success crown your labors.
' Yours Fraternally, G

THE GRAND LODGE OF CONNECTICUT.

The annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut,
was held in the city of Hartford, in May last. The proceedings were
conducted in a spirit of harmony, and from the well digested report
of the same, which is before us, we judge that the Fraternity repre-
sented are prospering in their good work. Acoording to the returns
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which are printed in full, there are three thousand seven hundred and
twenty-six masons in the jurisdiction. The following is a list of the
officers elected for the present year: M. W. Tros. S8reENcER, of Hart-
ford, Grand Master; R. W. Wu. L. Brewer, of Norwich, Deputy
Grand Master; R. W. Geo. F. Darsan, of Norwalk, 8. G. W.; R.
W. Joux W. Lgeps, of Stamford, J. G. W.; R. W. Horace Goon-
win, of Hartford, G. T.; R. W. EripraLET G. S8ToRER, of New Haven
G. 8; W. Freo. P. Cog, 8. G. D.; W. Feep. Bues, J. G. D. ’

Tho reportof the committee ou Foreign Correspondence, embracing
one hundred and forty-seven pages, isa very interesting and able pro-
duction, and is from the pen of Brother Wmriax Storer. He
reviews briefly, with good taste and discrimination, the reports of the
prooeedings of other Grand Lodges. '

LODGES UNDER DISPENBATION.

Brother STorRER quotes a resolution of the Grand Lodge of Ala-
bama, to the effect that Brethren petitioning for a dispensation, shall
deposit certificates “ of dismissal from the Lodges of which they were
last members,” and remarks:

“ We must be allowed to question the correctness of this course.
A Lodge under dispensation is, in Connecticut, at least, but a tem-
porary organization, and may never have a permanent existence. It
can continuc only till the first communication of the Grand Lodge
after the date of the dispensation, when a charter may or may not be
granted for its permanent and complete organization; and in case a
charter is not granted, nor the dispensation continued, those brethren
who have been required to demit from their Lodges in order to work
under a dispensation, are left without membership any where. They
are, to all intents and purposes, non-affiliated Masons, against whom
8o many anathemas have been leveled in various quarters. They can
not, according to another resolution of the Grand Lodge of Alabama,
which was adopted in eonnection with the one we are considering ‘be
buried, in case of death, with Masonic honors; and neither are they
or their fawiles entitled to Masonic charity’ The only reason we
have ever heard assigned for requiring a brother to demit from his
Lodge before he can petition for a dispensation for a new Lodge, is
that no Mason should be a member of more than one Lodge at one
and the same time. And even this reason has no foroe, if we are cor-
rect in the opinion that a Lodge under dispensation is not empowered
to have or receive any members at all,——tﬁat, indeed, it is not really
and in fact a Lodge. but the temporary association of Masons, empow-
ered by the Grand Master to meet for special purposes. But, allowing
that a Lodge under dispensation is a dona Lodge, with full power
to enroll a membership, and to do any and all other acts pertainin
to a regular chartered Lodge —it has been contended by welrianform
Masons, that there is no impropriety in a Mason being a member of
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two or more Lodges at the same time; and we must confess that we
have never been able to find any ancient law or regulation to the

contrary.”

The course adopted in’ Alabama is practiced in this State, and is
understood to be approved, if not required, by the Grand Lodge. The
ground taken by Brother StorEr, that admitting a body of Masons
soting under dispensation to be a Lodge, its members may belong to
their old organization and the new one, at the same time, is, to say
the least, doubtful. If there be nothing in the ancient laws to forbid
it, then it is 3 question of propriety and policy. We have heard it
said that under the present custom great injustice may be done to
Brethren. “A number of Masons,” it is argued, “may got demits from
their Lodge and obtain a dispensation for a new organization ; and at
the next meeting of the Grand Lodge they may fail to obtain a char-
ter. They may petition to their old lodge for membership again, and
be rejected. In such case, they would be non-affiliated Brothers, and
placed under disabilities which would deprive them of many of the
rights and benefits of our Institution.” That such a state of things
might happen, cannot be denied, and that injustie ight be doue is
- possible, but not probable. The case stated is an extreme one, not
likely to occur; and it is abont as reasonable to anticipate it, as it
would! be for a man, intending to ride over a railroad, to spend his
time fretting and lamenting lest some accident should happen. Any
member of the Fraternity is liable to be made a non-affiliated Brother
against his will, and to suffer accordingly. For instance, the charter
of a Lodge may be taken away and good and upright Masons who
belonged to it may be unable to gain admission as members into any
other Lodge. This case would be one of extreme bardship, and may
occur ; and yet we consider it a very weak argument in favor of per-
mitting a person to belong to two or more Lodges at one and the same
time.

CHARACTER OF MASONS.

There are many questions discussed in the report which we have
noi space to refer to in this number, but we cannont refrain from
quoting some remarks which are so obviously just, that we think they
will be regarded as sound by every Brother who will attentively con-
sider them. The Grand Lodge of South Carolina having declared
that no Lodge should initiate, pass or raise any one who had
not resided in the State twelve months, and the Correspondence Com-
mittee of Mississippi having proposed to make a distinction in favor
of « distinguished gentlemen of known characters,” Brother Sayzx
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of the Alabama Committee protested against such exception. Om
this subject, the Committee of Arkansas comments :

If brother Savar, the chairman of the committee, were to honor Arkansas
by removing to it, his reputation and distinction would be far from superfluous.
We should be anxious to see him unite with us. Masonry regards no distine-
tion except that founded on merit. When so founded, it does regard and value
it, because it regards and values the merit itself, and the capacity for usefulness.
"These sounding ad captandum generalities are generally incarnate falschoods. 1f
the Father of his country were living, and were to remove into Alabama to-
morrow, not being a Mason, but with all his magnificent honors thick upon him,
will any one pretend that Ais reputation would not be regarded in weighing his
value to the Craft, if he applied for admission? Brother 8avzr would be as
rcady as the foremost to ask a dispensation for him. He would.ﬁwrhapc, be wil-
ling to have the Grand Masler make him a Mason at sight, Eowagp Evz-
BETT, or WasHINGTON IRvING, or PrESCOTT, or even General ScorT, were to go
there now, who does not know that his admission to the Order would be hailed
as a far greater acquisition than that of any unknown and unregarded man ?
We protest, totis viribus, against the doctrine, only fit to tickle the vulgar ear,
that talents, intellect, learning, and a lofty and distinguished reputation, are of no
value in M asonx. There are many distinguished men in the country, whose
exclusion from the Order for a year, if they desired to enter it, would be an
immense loss. Masons do not build monumeunts to Wasmmverox, and plume
shemselves on the fact that he was a Mason, merely on account of his Masonie
virtues. It is because his civic reputation shed glory upon the Order.

“ We have quoted the foregoing,” says Brother 8ToRER, “ becauss
it affords us a favorable opportunity ot‘y expressing an opinion which
we have long entertained, that the notion has prevailed #n to0 many
minds, that Masonry is entirely independent of public sentiment;
that so long as Masons are satisfied with each other, and can live an

work harmoniously together, it matters not what the world thinks of
them ; that it is of no consequence what posizion a Mason occupies in
social life, provided his moral character is blameless; that the hum-
blest and most obscure individual is just as valuable a member of the
the institution as the man of exalted worth and distinguished talents,
on whom the world has delighted to bestow its highest honors. This,
in the opinion of your Committee, is altogether an erroneous estimate
of human character and social influence. True, one of the first
lessons taught the Masonio Apprentice is, that ¢ Masonry regards no
man for his worldly wealth and honors;’ but what intelligent Mason
does not understand this to mean, simply, that however wealthy a man
may be, or however elevated his position in social or political life,
Masonry looks upon him with no degree of favor, unless he posseses
those moral qua}t?toies which fit him to wear, with beooming humility,
that badge ‘which has in all ages been deemed an emblem of inno-
cence? Unless the candidate be an honest man, of irreproachable
moral character, Masonry shats her doors against his entrance into
her mystio temple, however disténguished he may be as a man of
wealth, talents, or social position ; but who does not kmow, that the
more intelligent, the more learned, and the more elevated the man in
social position, other things being equal, the more valuable he is as &
member of the Masonio Fraternity? Doubtless, the humblest indi-
vidual, if he be honest and true-hearted, and moral and upright in his
deportment, can practice the Masonic virtues as faithfully and as
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truly as the most exalted; and no man should be denied a participa-
tion in tho rights and benefits of Masonry, on account of the obscurity
of his walk in social life. And though Masonry is calcnlated to add
luster to the charaoter of the most :fevated man on earth ; still, ske
is not so far elevated above the public sentiment of the world, as not
also to receive additional luster from the accession to her ranks, of the
wuly great and good. Else why does she, with so much self-compla-
eency, remind the newly made brother, that ‘even kings have patron-
ised her assemblies? Else, why do American Masons point with
mch evident satisfaction to the faot, that Washington, and Warren,
sud La Eayette, and a bright host of their compatriots, were enrolled
among their members ?’

A FREEMASON'S EPITAPH NEAR BAGDAD.

Tread softly here, or pause to breathe
A prayer for him who sl beneath,
Though savage hands in silence spread
The nameless sands that hide the dead ;
Yet here, as wandering Arabs tell,

A guardian spirit loves to dwell |

*Tis said sach gentle spirits seek

The tears on widowed beauty’s cheek,
And bring those precious drops to lave
The sainted pilgrim’s secret grave.

Tread softly |—though the tempest blows

Unheeded o’er his deep repose,

Though now the sun's relentless ray

Has parched to dust this holy clay,

The spirit, in this clay enshrined,

Once mounted swifter than the wind— '
Once looked, O Sun | beyond thy sphere,

Then dared to measure thy career,

And rose above this earth as far

As comets pass the meanest star.

Tread softly | —'midst this barren sand
Lie relics of a bounteous hand |

That hand, if living would have prest
Thee, wandering stranger, {o his breast,
And filled the cup of gladness here,’
Thy dark aud dreary path to cheer ;

O spare this dust |—it once was part
Of an all-kind, all-bounteous heart !

If yet, with vital warmth it glowed,

On thee its bounty would have flowed.

Tread softly l—on this sacred mound
The badge of brotherhood is found !
Reviso the signet | in his breast

Its holiest virtue was confessed—

He only lived on earth to prove

The fulness of a brother's love,

If in thy bosom dwells the sign

Of chanty and love divine,

Give to thi ve a duteous tear:

Thy friend, thy brother slumbers here !
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LODGES IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

As there is a spurions Grand Lodge in the State of New York,
under whose pretended jurisdiction several clandestine bodies act,
we give below the names of the master and secretary of the genuine
Grand Lodge, and also a list of the lodges—with their numbers—aeting
under its authority. This will be valuable to refer to when Brethren,
from the Empire State, present themselves at the door of a lodge and
ask admission.

M. W. Joszpm D. Evaxs, Grand Master.
R. W. Jaugs M. Averiy, M. D., Grand Secretary.

LIST OT LODGES.

1, 8t. John’s ; 2, Ind. Royal Arch ; 3, Mount Vernon ; 4, St. Patrick's; 5,
Masters'; 6, St. George’s ; 7 Hudson ; 8, Holland ; 9, Unity ; 10, Kingston ; 12
Trinity; 13, Apollo ; 14, Temple; 15, Western Star; 17; L'Union Francaise ;
20, Abram’s; 22 8t. John’s; 28, Benevolent; 2J, Champion; 32, Warren; 33, Ark;
39, Olive Branch; 40, Olive Branch; 41, Sylvan; 44, Evening Star; 45, Union;
47, Utica; 48, Ark; 49, Watertown; b1, Fidelity; 53, Brownville: 55, Granville;
58, Pheenix; 62, Manhattan: 64, La Fayette; 65, Morning Star; 67, Mariners’; 68
Montgomery; 69, Naval; 73, Lockport; 79, Hamilton; 82, Pha:bus; 83, Newark;
85, Washington; 86, Pgthngoms; 87; Schodac Union; 90, Franklin; 91, King Solo-
mon's Primitive; 95, Union; 96, Phanix; 97, Renovation; Y8, Columbia; 102, Syra-
cuse; 103, Rising Sun; 104, Lewis; 105, Hiram; 107, North Star; 108, Milo; 109,
Valley; 110, Scipio; 111, St. Lawrence; 112, Steuben; 113, Seneca; 114, Union; 115,
Pheenix; 116, Cohose; 117; Painted Post; 118, Addison Union; 119, Oasis; 120,
Hamilton; 121,Glens Falls; 122, Mount Morris; 123, Reading; 124, St. Paul's;
125, Friendship; 126, Eastern Light; 127, Oswego; 123, Ugdensburgh; 129,
Sanger; 130, Port Byron; 131, Chemung; 132, Niagara kronticr; 133, Naples;
134, Lowville; 135, Nackett's Harbor; 136, Mexico; 137, Auglo Saxon; 138,
Otsego; 139, Milnor; 140, Clinton; 141, ! "ato; 142, Morning Sun; 143, Concordia;
144 giram; 145, Mount Moriah; 146, Western Union; 147, Warren; 143, Sulli-
van; 149, Au Sable River; 150, Sauquit; 151, Sentinel; 152, Hanover; 153,
Friendship; 154, Penficld Union; 155, Clinton; 156, Ocean; 157, Trumansburgh;
158, Carthage; 159, Pultneyville; 160, Seneca River; 161, Erie; 162, Richfield,
163, Yonnondio; 164, Philanthropic; 165, Boonville; 166, Forcst; 167, Susque-
hanna; 168, Montour; 169, Clinton; 170, Mt. Horeb; 171, Stone Mills; 172. Chau-
mont; 173, Monroe; 174, Theresa; 175, Chenango Valley; 176, Montezuma; 177,
Binghamton; 178, Atlantic; 179, German Pilgrim; 180, Westchester; 181, Little
Falls; 182, Germania; 183, Farmerville; 184, Turin; 185, Independent; 186,
Armor; 187, Darcy; 188, Marsh; 190, Munn; 191, Lebanon; 193, Ulster; 194,
Piatt; 195, Excelsior; 196, Solomon's; 197, York; 193, Silentia; 199, Har-
mony; 201, Joppa; 202, Zschokke; 203, Templar; 204, Palestine; 205, Hyatt;
206, Empire City; 207, United States; 208, Cyrus; 209, National; 210, Worth;
211, Pocahontas; 212, Fishers; 213, Racket River; 214, Gonesco; 215, Military;
216, Franklin; 217, Gouvernuer; 218, Summit; 219, Hartland: 221, Cayuga; 2;2,
Corinthian; 223, Roman; 224, Oriental; 225, Allegany: 226, Antwerp; 227,
Eastern Star; 228, Enterprise; 229, Pike; 230, Scio; 231, Canastota; 232, Navi-
gtor; 233, Pacific; 234, Rising Sun; 236, Philipstown; 237, Champlain; 238,

rient; 239, Cattaraugus; 240, Washington; 241, Oscar Coles; 243, Eurcka; 244,
Hope; 245, Polar Star; 246, Arcana; 247, Tonawanda; 248, 'almyra; 243, Char-
ter Oak; 250, John D. Willard; 251, Cameron; 252, Olean; 253, The Old Oak;
254, Walworth; 255, Livinog Stone; 256, Fort Brewerton; 257, Mount Nebo; 258,
Macedonia; 259, Sisco; 260, Mount Hope; 261, Evans, 262, Phawix; 263, Mount
Vernon; 264, Westernville; 265, Caroline; 266, Poughkeepsie; 267, Fort Edward;
268, Hermann; 270, Oneida; 271, Chancellor Walworth; 272, Mystic Tie; 273,
Metropolitan; 274, Arcturus; 275, Sylvan Grove; 276, Mohawk Valley; 277,
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Henry Clay; 978, Marion; 279, King Solomon’s; 280, Doric; 261, Peru; 282,
Otego Union; 283, Beacon; 285, Geo. Washington; 286, Montauk; 287, Con-
tinental; 288, Brooklyn; 289, 8t. Andrew's; 290, Spencer; 291, Northern
Constellation; 292 Parish; 293, Cgse Vincent; 294, Canandaigua; 295, Cataract;
296, Chyt?n; 297, Alexandria; 298, Fish House; 299, Keshequa; 300, Garoga;
301, Meridian Sun; 302, Norwich; 303, Sylvan; 304, Schiller; 305, Centrad City:
206, Cuba; 307, Ellicotville; 308, Seneca Lke; 309, Newburgh; 310, Lexington;
311, Mount Zion; 312, Grass River; 313, Stoney Point; 314, Jones; 315, Wawa-
{]mdl; 316, Atlas; 317, Neptune; 318, Joseph Ence; 319, Black Lake; 320,

nion Star; 321, 8t. Nicholas; 322, Star of Bethlehem; 323, Amity; 324, Free-
dom; 325, Regsx‘})lican; 326, Salem Town; 327, Acacia; 328, Port Jervis; 329,
Zerubbabel; 330, New York; 331, Hornellsville; 332, Jefferson; 333, Westbrook;
834, Cherry Valley; 335, Widow’s Son; 336, Medina; 337, Greenbush; 338, Put-
nam; 339, Puritan; 340, Modestia; 341, Clyde; 342, Lily; 343, Rondout; 344,
Williamsville; 345, Lodi; 346, Whitesville; 347, Hampton; 348, Adelphic; 349,
Peconic; 350, Chemung Valley; 351, Springville; 352, Homer; 353, Woodhull;
354, Queen’s Oount_y; 355, Jerusalem; 356, United Brothers; 357, Caneadea;
358, Queen City; 359, Elm Creek; 360, Nineveh; 361, Central; 362, Valatia,
383, Evergreen; 364, Horsehead's; 365, Goshen; 366, Artisan; 367, Corner Stone;
368, Croton; 369, Callimachus; 370, Molang; 371, Sangamore; 372, Sandy Hilk
373, La Sincerite; 374, Monumental; 375, Niagara; 376, Ontario; 377, Rushville;
378, Big Flatts. .

The following named Lodges are under dispensation :

Oakland, Murray, Huguenot, Long Island, Cherry Creek, Weedsport, Jordan,
1a Fratcrnidad, Aurors, Lisle, Margaretville, and Thurston.

PROSPERITY OF THE ORDER—THE DANGER.

It is not days of adversity alone which display the real worth of
wen, and test theirability. Many who bear trials with fortitude and,
while suffering from their sting, live worthy, exciting the admiration,
and eliciting the praise, of their fellow beings, give way to the allare-
ments of vice when periods of prosperity dawn upon their track, and
deviate from the paths of virtue and rectitude. To them, Good For-
tune is no friend ; her smiles bewilder and induce a&pirit of indiffer-
ence and habits of negligence and ease, if not of a more disreputable
character. Great wealth suddenly acquired has ruined many a man
who before had led a life of probity and usefulness. As with indi-
viduals, 8o is it with societies-and nations. It is not when want and
pestilence and famine prevail, or the foot of the tyrant is on their
necks, that a people indulge in licentiousness and debasing customs.
Such seasons chasten and purify. When peace and plenty abound,
and a nation has become rich and powerful, it is prone to seek amuse-
ment and pleasure not calculated to improve and refine, and, by long
and continual indulgence, becomes lulled into a state of ease andsloth-

fulness which enervates and materially injures: We might eite-
7—vVoL. 1. No. 1L
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numerous instances in ancient and modern history in proof of this,
but it is unnecessary ; the fact is too obvious to require any evidence.

Such is the character of Masonry, that its advocates often prac-
tice with more zeal and faithfulness its principles and tenets in adver-
sity than in prosperity. When persecuted and reviled, they realize
that the eyes of the world are upon them, and that nothing but a striot
adherence to the fundamental truths of the Order can carry them
safely through trial and make them triamphant. Each Brother feels
n personal responsibility,

* » « gg though himself where he,
On whose sole arm hangs victory.”

When the darkness has passed from the horizon, and the mild and
radiant sun of prosperity shines again, nothing but a faithful perform-
ance of our masonic duties can protect our society against evils calcu-
lated to injure and debase it in the eyes of mankind. This matter
cannot be too carefully considered at the present period, when the
Order is growing more popular every day,and men find it an easy and
pleasant thing to tell the public they are Masons. Have we a suffi-
cient appreciation of the responsibility resting upon us, and are we
wise enough to bear prosperity ? This question time will solve.

We have been induced to call attention to the subject under con-
sideration, by the belief thas a general habit of carelessness prevails,
and is increasing, respecting the admission of applicants. This is an
evil greatly to be feared, and one more likely than any other to bring
days of sadness aLd sorrow to the Fraternity. When the Order is
depressed, few seek to get within its pale, unless they cherish a real
love of its principlos and are willing to suffer for its good; but at pe-
riods when it is gererally regarded with favor, many make application
to enjoy its privileges and benefits, who if not wholly unfit to become
members, would dosert its ranks in the hour of need, and join its
bitterest enemies. Thus it has been in days gone by. We should
not be indifferent to the experienoe of the past, but profit by its les-
sons, To-day, it is of the utmost importance that we should guard
our doors, and be sure that in this flood, which is pouring into our
Lodges, there be no unworthy men who may hereafter cause us
trouble and bring discredit upon the Institution.

‘We do not stand alone in the views which have been advanced.
The London Freemason's Quarterly Review said more than a year
ago: “There is, unquestivnably, much too great a desire now-a-days
on the part of the Fraternity to value numbers ahove quality. In
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the history of the Order, there is no instance on record of so rapid
an inorease of initiations as has taken place within the last three
years. But if we examine the numbers thus brought to light, we
shall find that very few, indeed, ever give masonry more than a passing
thought, being simply content to use the Lodge meeting as a vehiole
for social intercourse.” The following truthful sentiments were
uttered by the Grand Master of California, in his address at the late
communication of the body over which he presides :

The trite saying that «in the midst of life we are in death,” is no less true
than that in the midst of prosperity we are surrounded by adverse, though un-
scen, influences,and while we are rejoicing at our safety, the elements of distruc-
tion may be quietly infusing themselves into the very fountains of our existence.
We are prone to become thoughtless and careless, during a period of fancied
security, and trusting to the calm surface of the common sea of events, to throw
ourselves carelessly upon its bosom, and drift with the tide, heedlesa alike of our
point of destination, or of the company we suffer to embark with us. It 18 thua
that an unparalleled state of prosperity, even in Masonry, may in the end be pro-
ductive of untoward resulta. The watchmen sleep at their posts, the avenues t
the Temple cease to be guarded with that unrelaxing vigilance that should ever
characterize their sentiments, and we find when it is too late, that our sanctum
has been invaded by mercenary adventurers, who with unclean hands and
impure hearts, have emu%led themselves, &s it were into a Fraternity, the prin-
ciples of which have no affinity with the sentiments by which they are actuated,
and the teachings of which are, and ever must be, utterly at variance with
their feelings and practices. Su¢h may be the case with us even now, and
beneath this verdant surface of our fair land of Masonry, may be concealed the
volcanic elements of discord and confusion. Whilst contemplating then with
pride and exultation our numerical strength, and happily rejoicing at this out-
‘ward indication of prosperity, let us redouble our diligence, guard with increas-
ing vili the outer door, and ever bear in mind, that our strength and
:fety epend not 8o much upon our numbers or our wealth, as upon the general
diffusion and' practice of the sublime principles of our Order. A chosen few,
with even an empty Treasury, but rich in those priceless jewels of Masonry,
the remembrance of ils me:;pu and its duties, are infinitely more desirable, and
of greater worth, than myriads of an op&oaiw character, with all the worldly
emoluments that could be heaped upon them.

The danger to which allusion has been made, should be catefully
guarded against in this jurisdiction. Not till recently,on travelling
through the State, had we an adequate idea of the rapid growth of the
Order. It is probable that at least four hwundred candidates have
been 7aised during the past six months, and that not less than
double that number will have been raised during the current year,
when the next communication ofthe Grand Lodge shall take place in
January. Considering that only a little over three thousand names
of members were embraced in the last annual returns, the increase is
almost startling, and well calculated to produce the most serious
reflection in the minds of all who have a deep regard for the interests
of the Craft. We trust the attention of Brethren will be directed to
this matter, and they will scrutinize with.becoming diligence the
motives and qualificaions of all who petition for the benefits of
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Masonry. Remember that it is better to reject ninety-nine good men
than te let one bad ome enter. The remedy for the evil must be
found in the care and discretion exercised by each Brother, who should
cherish a unwavering determination to black-ball every applicant who,
he has wot sufficient cause to believe, would make a good and worthy
member. In this must be found the true remedy. Rules, however,
may be adopted by the Grand Lodge or by subordinate bodies, which
will tend to check an unhealthy growth, and will greatly improve the
condition of the Craft. Let every candidate after tnitiation be
required to make that proficiency which will enable him to commenoe
:at the beginnig and work his way up to the next degree, acquiring
at least the most important parts of what is to be learned. In such
case, though our numbers might not progress quickly, the increase
would be healthy, and the Order would be greatly benefited. A
marked change for the better would take place, and more real inter
est would be awakened among the Frateraity. 'We hope to see some
such plan adapted at an early day.

NUMBER i

MASONRY IN MICHIGAN—EXTRACTS FROM OLD
RECORDS.

Respecting the early history of Masonry in Michigan, we get little
knowledge beside what is derived from ol records and papers now
extant. By the courtesy of Zion Lodge of Detroit, in placing in our
possession the records of the proceedings of its predecessor, from 1794
to 1829, we shall be enabled to lay before our readers, in a series
of articles, much interesting matter relating to early times. Informa-
tion will be imparted chiefly by extracts from the book referred to,
upon which we shall make such comments as may be deemed appro-
priate and instructive.

We expected to be able to publish at this time the original dispen-
sation under which Zion Lodge acted, a copy of which is in existanoe
and was promised us by the person who has possession of it. Some
future number of THE AsHLAR, probably, will contain it. The dis-
pensation was granted by the Grand Lodge of Canada,in 1794. The
first communication was held under it in December of that year, ag
will be seen by the extract which we givo below. The Lodge usually
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convened at the house of the Master, James Donaldson.  Our readers
will ohserve the peculiar expressions which are not found on more
recent records. The minutes of the first meeting are as follows:

% Derrorr, 19th December, 1794.

“ Zion Lodge, No. 10, under the *sancion of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, met in due form at the house of Br. James Donaldson.
Worshipful Br. Byrn in the Chair,
Br. Donaldson, 8. W,
Br. Campbell, J. W.,
Br. Johuson, Tylor,
Br. Patterson, Treasurer,
Br. McClintock, Secretary.

“By virtue of warrant, the Worshipfal Br. Byrn opened a Grand
Lodge for the Installment of Br. James Donaldson, W. M. of Zion
Lodge No. 10, on the Registry of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

“The W. Br. Donaldson was regularly {Installed and homaged.
Said Grand Lodge was closed and adjourned to Quebec.

- 4 The Worshipful Master, James Donaldson, called the Craft to
order and opened an Entered Apprentice Lodge. Our Br. Ruland
not having the Ancient Landmarks, was put thro’ the first degree of
Masonry. Petitions were also read from Joseph Douglas and John
Munro, of the Royal Artillery, Recommended by Br. Campbell,
Praying to become members to the antient and Honorable Society of
free and accepted Masons.

“The Brethren present agreed to celebrate the festival of St.
John's, The Evangalist’s day, 27 December. The Lodge was Closed
at Ten o'clock in Love and harmony.”

Of those who were members of the Lodge at its formation, not one
is now living. The prioe of initiation at that period was higher than
it is at the present time in any Lodge in this jurisdiction, it being
then three pounds and fifteen shillings, English currency. Bro.
Ruland was charged one pound seventeen shillings and siz pence for
being “ put through the first degree of Masonry.”

It appears, by the following and subsequent records, that in former
years, our brethren celebrated St. John's day with feasting and rejoic-
ing.

¢ While the records, we & few corrections in mm«»fdmﬂe words-
whmmbw follow the
e " mmMmmmmm U] origl.
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DEetrOIT, 27 December, 1794.
“ Zion Lodge, No. 10, Met according to adjournment to celebrate
-tho festival of St. John the Evangelist, at the house of Br. Donaldson.
The W. M. Br. Donaldson in the chair.
Br. Bym, 8. W,
Br. Campbell, J. W,
Br. McClintock, Seo.,
Br. Arkwith, Treas.,
Br. Johnson, Tyler,
Br. Ruland.

% The Worshipful Master called to order and opened a Master Ma-
son’s Lodge, when our W. Br. John Askwith was Hailed [healed]
from Modern to Ancient Masonry. The Master’s Lodge closed and
opened as an Entered Apprentice Lodge, under which the Brethren
Present Dined Sumptuously together, and spent The Evening acoord-
ing to ancient customs. The Lodge was closed at 10 o’clock in love
and Harmony.”

% LopGe Nr1eaT, DETROIT, § Jan., 1795.
« Zion Lodge, No. 10, under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, Met in due form at the house of Br. James Donaldson.

The W. Br. Donaldson in the chair.
Br. By, 8. W,
Br. Campbell, J. W,
Br. McClintook, Sec.,
Br. Askwith, Tres,
Br. Johnson, Tyler,
Br. Rouland, without leave, absent.

“The Worshipful Master Called to order, and opened an Enbered
Apprentice Lodge. At the same timg Joseph Douglass of the Royal
Artillery Received the first Degree ¢f Masonry: and also The Bye-
laws were read and signed by the members Present. Petitions received
from Peter Curry, Joseph Roe and James May praying to be admit-
ted into our Society, and were ordered to lye over to next Monthly
Night. Lodge Closed in good harmony at 10 o'clock, and adjourned
to next Monthly Night.

% N. B.—Joseph Roe and Peter Curry were Recommended by Bro.
Askwith. James May was recommended by Br. Donaldson.”

We have not a copy of the bye-laws signed at this meeting, but
they probably required the attendance of members unless absent by
permission or for some reason approved by the Lodge.
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The next communication took place on the 7th of January 1795,
“at which time Bro. Rouland and Douglass received the Degree of
Fellow Craft : at the same time Bros. Roe, Curry and May received
the degree of Entered Apprentice.” The Lodge was ¢ visited by Bro.
Dodimead of Lodge No. 631, and Bro. Pattinson of Lodge No. 8,
held in the City of Montreal,” and “closed at 10 o'alock in good
harmony.”

At the next communication, held on the 2d of February, “ Bros.
Douglas and Rouland were raised to the degree of a Master Mason,”
Bros, Rowe and Curry received the degree of Fellow Craft. 1t seems
from the following postscript to the record of this meeting that the
form of application was not very definitely fixed: N. B.—“A letter
from Wheeler Cornwall to Bro. Rowe, praying to be admitted into our
Society, and wag ordered to lay over to next Monthly Meeting.”

On “Lodge Night,” 2d of March, Bro. Johnson was absent, “ Rea-
sons known,” and Br. Rouland was absent, “ Reasons not known.”
“Br. May received the degree of Fellow Craft,” and “ Bros, Rowe,
Curry and May received the sublime degree of Master Mason.” John
Carpenter was initiated. ¢« Bro. MoNiff was Hailed from a modern
to an ancient Mason,” and Bro. Jas. Mingus aud Bro. Dodimead were
admitted as members. The Lodge closed as usual “at 10 o'clock in
good harmony.”

The record generally gives the names of all the members, designating
those who were present, and those who where absent, and stating the
reasons of non-attendance against the names of the latter, when
known.

% Lodge Night,” April 6th. Bro. Campbell was absent on account
of sicknees, and Bros. Cornwall, Johnson and Carpenter were absent—
“ reason known—Long Distance.” At this time, Wheeler Cornwall
was initiated ; and “it was agreed by the unanimous Consent of all
the Brethren Present, to Carry on Correspondence with the Grand
Lodge of Canada annually on the 218t June, being the most reason:
able time of the year for that purpose.”

Our brethren, sixty years ago, had not arrived at such a state of refine-
ment and elegance as to use marbles or balls in balloting, but decided
a candidate’s fate by white or black deans. At the next meeting
there were the first signs of & want of “good harmony.” Bros.
McNiff and Askwith expreseed their indignation because Mr. Cox was
balloted for and rejected. The record says “ Lodge of emergency
met agreeable to summons” April 14th. “ It was agreed by the
members present that every person wishing to become a member of
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this Lodge shall be Regularly balloted for, and if one black bean only
be given against him, that Brother who gives it, must give his reasons .
before the Lodge; and if two black beans be given against him, the
two Brothers who give against him, Must give their reasons in Private
before the Master and the two Wardens, who are allowed to judge
whether the Reasons given, be sufficient or not, and that at a future
opprotunity ; and if three black beans be given against him, he is to
be rejected.”

“The petition of Thomas Cox was read and balloted for, and Black-
beaned, after being three times tryed. * * * When the petition of
Thomas Cox was balloted for and was rejected, Bro. McNiff requested
absence for the Night, and Bro. Askwith desired his name to be rased
from the Lodge Book.” At this time Samuel Choates was initiated.

At [the communication following, 4th May, '95, “ Bro. Askwith
visited the Lodge according to summons and again requested a second
time for his name to be erased from the Book.” Alexander Men-
shall was initiated.

June 1st 1795. Election of officers for the next six months took
place. 'W. M. Donaldson was relected; “ Bro. Rowe” was chosen S.
W.; and “Bro. May,” J. W.; “Bro. Goodrich was appointed J.
Deacon;” “Bro. Wheeler Cornwall, S8amuel Choats, Alexander Mar-
shal was passed to the degres of Fellow Craft, and also raised to
sublime degree of Master Mason.”

22d June, 1795. “Bro. Goodrich received the second degree of
Masonry,” and “ Bro. Hugh Howard received the first degree.”

St. John's day was a season feasting and mirth with the Brethren
early in the days of Masonry in Michigan. They celebrated and had
their rejoicing in the Lodge, and made official metion of the same.

“ DerrOIT, 24 June, 1795.
“Zion Lodge, No. 10, under the sancion of the Grand Lodge of
Canada, met in due form to celebrate the Festival of 8t. John, the
Baptist, at the House of Bro. James Donaldson.
“ Brethren present 1, The W. Br. Donaldson in the chair.
% Rowe, 8. W.,
« May,J. W,
Byrn, Treas.,
Rouland, 8. D,,
Goodrich, J. D.,
Marshall, Tyler,
Campbell,

-
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“ Brethren present 9, Br. Howard,
% Dodimead.

% The Worshipful Master called to order and opened an Entered
Apprentice Lodge; at same time the Senior and Junior Wardens
were Installed, and homaged according to the antient custom. The
Brothers present dined sumptuously together, and spent the evening
accordingly. During the time of mirth, Br. Curry arrived from
Mackinac in the Detroit Sloop and spent the remainder of the evening
withus. As Bro. Donaldson has been at an extraordinary expense
in procuring a dinner for the feast of St. John, the Baptist, and as
only nine out of seventeen Brothers attended to partake of said Feast,
the Brothers present are of opinion that the sum of two pounds, four
shillings, York, must be taken out of the funds belonging to the
Lodge, for the purpose of defraying said Feast,and that a further
regulation be made the next monthly Lodge night for further feasts.
Lodge closed at 10 o’clock in good harmony,” &e.

THE TWELVE POINTS.

The old lectures of Masonry iustructed the newly initiated Brother,
as follows : “ There are in Freemasonry twelve original points, which
form the basis of the system, and comprehend the whole ceremony of
initiation. Without the existence of these points, no man ever was, or
can be, legally and essentially received into the Order. Every person
who is made a Mason, must go through all those twelve forms and
oeremonies not only in the first degree, but in every subsequent one.”
In 1813, at the time of the union of Ancient and Modern Masonry, a
revised system was established which rejected the twele, points. Since
that time, explanations of them have been given to the world.

They referred to the twelve tribes of Israel after their settlement
in the Land of Promise. The following is an explanation of the
Masonio application.

Ist. The opening of the Lodge was symbolized by Reuben, because
he was the first born of his father.

2d. To Simeon was referred the preparation of the candidate,
because “he prepared the instruments of destruction for the slaughter
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of the Shechemites, which excited the heavy displeasure of his parent;
and therefore to perpetuate our abhorrence of such cruelty, we pre-
pare our candidate by depriving them of all weapons, both offensive
and defensive.”

8d. To Levi was referred the report, to commemorate the signal
or report which he gave to his brother Simeon when they assailed the
men of Shechem.

4th. Judah, because it first entered the promised land, symbalized
the entrance of the candidate into the Lodge.

5th. Zebulun symbalized the prayer,because the prayer and bless-
ing of his father Jacob were conferred on him in preference to his
brother, Issacher.

6th. The point within a circle, referring to the circumambulation
of the candidate, under the conduct of the junior Deacon, was repre-
sented by the tribe of Issachar; because, as an indolent and thriftless
tribe, they required a guide to advance them to a moral elevation of
ocharacter equal with the other tribes.”

7th. Dan symbalized the ceremony of advancing to the altar that
_the candidate might be taught by contrast to advance in the path of
goodness, a8 rapid as this tribe advanced to idolatry.

8th. God is an emblem of the obligation, because of the vow of
Jeptha when he destroyed the Ammonites.

9th. As Asher was represented by fatness and royal danties, he
typified the candidate when intrusted, because he was then presented
with the fruit of Masonic knowledge.

10th. To Naphtali was referred the investment of the candidate,
who, having received his apron was considered free, because the tribe
of Naphtali had a peculiar freedom attached to them, in conformity
with the divine blessing pronounced by Moses.

11th. The sizuation of the candidate at the north-east angle of the
Lodge, referred to Joseph, because as this reminds us of the most
superficial part of masonry, so the two half tribes of Ephraim and
* Manasseh, of which the tribe of Joseph was composed, were accounted
more superficial than the rest, in as much as they were only the
grandsons of the patriarch Jacob.

12th. Benjamin represented the closing of the Lodge because he
was the last and youngest of Jacob’s sons, and the closing of his
father's strength.

These points were taught and enforced as highly easential, till
abolished in eighteen hundred and thirteen.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE OF GEORGIA.

The annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Georgia was
held in Maoon, in October last. The report of the proceedings pre-
sents little information of importance to those living out of the juris-
diction. It lacks one feature which would make it interesting to
Masons in other States—a report of a Committee on Foreign Cor-

respondence. The following Brethren were elected officers for the
ensuing year: Wm. C. Dawson, M. W. G. Master, Simon Holt, R.
W.D. G. M, 1st Dist; A. A. Gaulding, R. W. D. G. M., 2d Dist.;
Geo. D. Rice, R. W.D. G. M, 3d Dist; Wm. S. Rockwell, R. W.
D. G. M, 4th Dist.; David E. Butler, W. 8. G. Warden; L. C.
Simpson, W. J. G. W.; Jas. E. Wells, W. G. Treasurer; S. Rose,
W. G. Secretary ; R. T. Turner, W. G. 8. D.; Wm. A. Love, W. G.
J. D.; Rev. W. D. Matthews, W. G. Chaplain.

The Fraternity in Georgia, we are pleased to learn, is in a healthy
and prosperous condition. The State is divided into four districts;
a deputy Grand Master is elected for each, who performs duties
similar in many respects to those which devolve on Grand Masters in
other jurisdiotions. At the annual communications, the Deputies
make reports of their doings, and the condition of the Brethren under
their charge.

JURISDICTION OF LODGES.
The report of Dep. G. M. Geo. D. Rice, of the 3d District, says:

On the 6th of February last, I was applied to by Trenton Lodge,
No. 176, for my advice in regard to a dispute which had arisen
tween Trenton Lodge and Chattanooga Lodge in the State of Ten-
nessee. In June, 1853, about one month before Trenton Lodge
commenced work under a Dispensation granted them, a Mr. Mann,
who was a citizen of the village of Trenton, petitioned the Chatta-
nooga Lodge in Tennessee for 1st Degree of Masonry, and obtained
it. Assoon as Trenton l.odge was formed and opened, he peti-
tioned Trenton Lodge for the other two Degrees. Trenton Lodge,
believing that they had a ﬁfht to pass and raise the candidate,
cause he resided in the village and in the State of Georgia, and
because Chattanooga Lodge wasin the State of Tennessee, and under
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, did pass and raise
the candidate to the Degree of Master Mason. Chattanooga Lodge
thereupon became displeased with Trenton Lodge for supplanting
them in their work, and wrote to Trenton Lodge on the subject.
From all the facts as stated to me by Trenton L fe’ that Lodge was
manifestly wrong in the matter, but not intentionally so.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Bro. Rice also gives the following judicious opinion :

On the 3d of June last, I received a letter from the Junior
Warden of Lithonia Lodge, stating that the Master of the Lodge
had resigned, and that the Senior Warden would have the right to
preside as Master, and expressing a wish to know of me whether
or not it was not his right to take the station of the Senior Warden.
I also received a communication from the Secretary of Dawson
Lodge on the 1st of July last, involving pretty much the same ques-
tions, and also involving the question of the right of Lodges to fill
vacancies in the offices of Master and Wardens by election at times
other than the time prescribed by the ‘Constitution of the Grand
Lode. To both communications I replied, in substance, that when
Master and Wardens are elected at the time prescribed in the Con-
stitution of the Grand Lodge, and installed into office, no election
can be held to fill any vacancy occurred by the death, resignation or
expulsion of either of those officers, until the next annual election ;
and that if the Master died, resigned, or the Master's office became
vacant from any cause, then the Senior Warden of the Lodge would,
by virtue of his office as Senior Warden, become the acting Master
og the Lodge until a Master should be elected and installed—that is,
until the next regular election and installation of officers. I declared
the rule in such cases to be this: When the office of Master be-
comes vacant by death or cxpulsion, (as well as where he is absent,
the Senior Warden presides and governs the Lodge as Master, an
the Junior Warden takes the Sepior- Warden's station, and some
Brother is called upon by the Worshipful Master pro tem to fill the
office of Junior Warden.

WITHDRAWING A PETITION AFTER A REPORT THEREON.

The opinion expressed in the subjoined extract will require some
argument to- convinee many, of its soundness. We wish our Brother
had thrown light on the subject by more extended remarks. Many
oonsiderations of weight may be presented on both sides, respecting
the withdrawing of a petition after a committee has reported onm it:

I received a communication from the W. Master of Acworth
Lodge, stating that a maimed person, (or person who was lame,) and
who was thereby debarred the privilege of Masonry had petitioned
his Lodge for initiation into Masonry, and enquiring of me whether,
according to Masonic usage, he could withdraw his petition. The
Master of said Lodge fu?tier stated, that no report had been made
an the petition. In answer to the communication of the Master of
Acworth Lodge, I decided Masonic usage to be, that a petition can
be withdrawn, so it is done before any report is made thereon, pro-
vided it is done with the unanimous consent of the Lodge. I further
decided, that after a petition is reported upon, it cannot be with-
drawn at all; and in consideration of the fact, that the objection to
the admission of the petitionary candidate was predicated upon his
misfortune, and not upon any moral obliquity of character, I advised
the Lodge to allow the candidate to withdraw his petition.
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CONTESTED ELECTIONS.
The following novel case is presented by Bro. Rice:

In the early part of this year, I received a communication from:
Brother Bell, ‘J’ Master of Lafayette Lodge, No. 44, stating that on
the 20th of December last, an election was held in said Lodge for
the Masonio year, and that one Brother Brewer, a member of said
Lodge, protested against the election; and stating that the protest
was referred to a committee, and that the committee did not report
their opinion as to the legality of the election, but simply reported
that as there was some dissatisfaction as to the result of the election,
it would be expedient to hold a new election. - Brother Bell further
stated, that the Lodge had appointed him a committee to solicit from
me a Dispensation authorizing the Lodge to hold another election
for officers of the Lodge for this Masonic year, and asked of me such
a Dispensation. On enquiry, I learned that the whole difficult
grew out of the election for Master of said Lodge, Brother Bell
having been declared to be elected Master, and Brother Brewer be-
lieving that if the ballots had been correctly counted, he was elected.
It was the first instance of a contested election in a Masonie
Lodge that I had ever heard of, and it was therefore a new question.

I declined granting the Dispensation asked for. I decided, 1st,
That when the presiding officer declared the result of an election for
Master of a Lodge, the Lodge cannot try or determine the legality
of that election. And 2d, That the legality of such election must be
determined by the Grand Lodge, or, in its recess, by the Grand
Master, or a Deputy Grand Master.

UntrorMiTy oF Work IN New Yory.—We are pleased to learn
that there is a prospect that our New York Brethren will soon do
away the variety of work and lectures which they have indulged in of
late years. The following is an extract from the address of Grand
Master Evans at the last communication of the Grand Lodge of New
York:

Within the last twenty years innovations have sorely afflicted this
jurisdiction ; doubtless changes were made with no intention to divert
the lawful teachings, but produced through ignorance or forgetfulness.
It is a source of painful regret that there has hitherto been such a
diversity of worﬂ among the different Lodges, and more lamentable
is the fact, that the teachings of some are most ridiculous and absurd.
It is a matter of surprise too, that intelligent men, men of mind and
education, can consent to instruct a candidate in a lecture which does
violence to the simglest rules of grammar; this, hpwever bad, we
wight survive, but the substituted words and forms divert the teach-
ings of our ritual, and destroy the hallowed principles of our glorious
institation. 'The fatal destroyer insiduously creeps in and prays upon

8—vor. 1. No. 1L
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our vitals, innoeent enough in its intention, but deadly in its effects,
destroying, in their anxiety to wuse a beautiful word or idea, that
quaintness of expression whieh evidences the antiquity of our order.
It is a source of gratulation that the work of the Craft, as revised,
under the order of the Grand Lodge, meets with such general appro-
bation ; nearly all who have seen its exemplification have given to it
their approval; it makes no change in the ritual; it is the same that
was taught by Preston, Webb, Cushman, Cross, and men of their day,
and is in general practice throughout the United States. Witha
¥oowledge of this work our brethren can assist in the labor of any
Lodge in nearly every jurisdiction in this country. At its exempli-
fication, during our last annual Communication, our Past Grand
Master, Chancellor Walworth; our Grand Chaplain, the Rev. Bro.
Town, together with four other old Masons, recognized and stamped
it as the same, substantially, that was taught, and familiar to them
forty or fifty years ago. No change has been made, or attempted,
i‘ix:)m the pure legitimate work of the order, as wrought in bygone
S.
tis now three years since the Grand Lodge commenced a revision
of the work ; the first was devoted to its acquisition, the second and
third to its exhibition and promulgation. It was a year's hard labor
to bring it to its primitive standard, and then no easy task of time
and patience to present it for inspection, and set forth its superiority.
The chaotic rubgish bad to be removed, predilections and prejudices
overcome, before Truth could rear her towering arch, self-supporting
and self-capped, to the admiring gaze of the devotees of Masonry’s
Ancient Landmarks; but thanks to patience and perseverance, suc-
cess, equal to all expectation, has crowned the effort. Its merits have
borne 1t on approving wings to distant quarters of the State, and it is
now practiced and adhered to, in the main, by scores of our Lodges.
The time has now arrived when a mandate should issue and perfect
the work moral suasion has commenced. Let the proclamation now
go forth, that the Lodges shall obtain this standard of work and
practice 1t; a further delay will only produce impediments, and we
will be no nearer the desired object at the end of five years than we now
are. All agree that there should be an undeviating uniformity in our
work, but each has his predilections, and desires a conformity to
them, hence the utter impossibility of a perfect agreement in every
partioular.

The same address also speaks in truthful terms on a subject of
which we have treated in another article. It says:

In this connection I will remark, that I view as disastrous, the
practice in some of our Lodges of giving the second and third degrees
without requiring the candidate, in open Lodge, to prove his profici-
ency in the preceding degree. Indeed I can hardly realize how a
Master can conscientiously practice or permit it. It certainly is not
allowable by our rules, and 1s a positive violation of Masonic usages.
Nor can I imagine where an excuse for such an omission is to be
found. There is nothing that hasa semblance to a precedent save the
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pretogatives of » Grand Master, who can make Masons st sight. I
nm not satisfied that even he possesses the right to dispense with any
of the forma, ceremonies or requisitions of ancient usages in passing
a candidate through the several degrees. If such be his n'fat, it
certainly pertains to no one else. I know no justification or authority
for the introduction of the words, « As far as time and circumstan-
tes will admit.” Justioe to the candidate and the institution forbids
it. It is nowhere to be found in our ritual. I view this departure
from Masonio usage as an innowation and great evil. It is fpregmnt
with the most disastrous consequences, afiording facilities for carry-
ing initiates through by scores, who, after being raised, are not ca)
ble of making themselves known as Master Masons in a workmanlike
manner. These facts are painful to dwell upon, and I trust the evil
will be corrected by you.

InposTors.—A. short time since, the Free Mason’s Monthly Mag-
azine warned the Fraternity against “an unworthy member who is
supposed to be somewhere in this country, passing by the name of B.
L. Roberts.” A correspondent of the Magasine, wtiting from Val-
paraiso, and speaking of Roberts, says: “This man a short time since
imposed himself upon the craft here, as well as upon the mercantile
community, and opening a place of business, assumed to be a pur-
chaser of silver and copper ores for shipment to France, acting as the
agent of a large house in that country. He drew drafts upon the
pretended house, and procured discounts; but one steamer before his
drafts returned dishonored, he disappeared, as it is supposed, for the
United States, taking with him a woman thought to be his wife. His
place of birth is unknown, but he is supposed to be a Frenchman.
He is about five feet ten inches in height, 35 or 38 years of age, dark
brown hair, partially bald, black and bushy beard, stout built and a
good liver, and speaks with great coolness and deliberation. He for-
merly resided in Brazils, where he is said to have figured largely as
a swordsman. He claims to be a Knight of the Red Cross, and has
a Masonio Certificate from the Grand Orient of France. He is, or
pretends to be, thoroughly conversant on all matters appertaining to
the French rite. He has a way of speaking upon the subject of
Masonry peculiarly his own—not giviog time for one to question or
answer him. Ho is very sealous, and one would infer from his man-
ner, that ¢7u2h was in every word he utters.”

The Magasine speaks of another man, off somewhere near St.
Louis, who is soliciting patronage for a work which he calls “ The
Sacred History of Masonry and Odd Fellows,” in which “he pro-
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fesses to ‘give documentary evidence, never read or printed before,
from the writings of Solomon, St. John the Baptist,” &ec. This fel-
low is evidently an errant empirie.

There have been within a short period several impostors in this
vicinity, seeking aid from members of our Order, under false pre-
tences. They have not, however, been very successful in the instan-
ces which have come to our notice. Let the Craft be on their guard,
and:give their assistance to none but those whom they know by the
proper evidence, to be worthy. On this subject the Magazine further
says: “We have on other occasions remarked, and here repeat, that
the Masonic community is rapidly becoming plethoric with vagrants,
peddlers, and humbugs, of every name and description known among
men. Every considerablo village, town and city throughout the
country, is literally over-run with them; and unless some means are
adopted to check the evil, it will sink the character of our Institution
lower, in the minds of intelligent and repectable men,than it has ever
yet been ranked by its worst enemies. Our Brethren in Massachu-
setts, where the evil is but just beginning to show itself, can have no
just conception of its magnitude and enormity in some parts of the
country. It is converting our fair inheritance into an arena for
hawkers, peddlers, and vagrant beggars. And it is time the thing
was put & stop to,—it is full time that every Lodge and every mem-
ber of a Lodge who feels any interest in preserving the character of
* the Institution from degradation and shame, should set his face firmly
against it. Tt is disgraceful that Masonry should be peddled about
the country like tin-ware and wooden nutmegs. Think of it as our
Brethren may, such a course is directly calculated to sink the repu-
tation of the Institution in the public opinion, and to bring it into
contempt among sensible man. Besides, it is cxposing the young and
uninformed members of the Order to the imposition of unprincipled
“traders in Masonry,” whose wares are frequently as worthless and
deceptive as their own characters.”

MEETING OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS.

At a convention of Royal Arch Masons recently held in Buffalo,
N. Y., when eight chapters were represented, the following resolu-
tions were adopted :

Resolved, That we are greatly pleased with the action of the General Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of United States, in recommending uniformity of work in
the several Chapters under her jurisdiction ; that we gratefully accept the result
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of their deliberation, and that we will aid the efforts of the Grand Ch‘rter of
the Btate of New York, by using our best endeavors to introduce it, and cause
it to be ndoglt‘ed by the ra which are severally represented,

Rosolved, That our heartielt thanks be tend to Companion SBewall T.
Fisk, for the zealous and faithful manper in which he has dispersed Masonic
light and knowledge to this Convention, and that while we r ize to the

ost extent the acquirements which have made him eminently distinguished
among the Fraternity, we are also called upon to pay a well-deserved tribute to
those courtesies and kindly traits which endear him to us s a man.

Resolved, That these resolutions be published in the soveral Masonic papers
throughout the United States.

Resolved, That a copy be transmitted to Companion Sewall T. Fisk.

Buffalo, July 14, 1855.

Our friends in Buffalo have made a discovery respecting unifor-
mity of work, which we would like to take advantage of in Michigan.
If any system has been adopted by the General Royal Arch Chapter,

a knowledge of it has not yet reached us. We think our friends are
a little too fast.

DEATHS.

The remains of Bro. Robert Hurst, who died at Sandwich, C. W.,
aged 72 years, were brought to Detroit, and buried on the 31st day

of August last, by Union Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 3, with
Masonic honors.

We announce with regret that Bro. Samuel French, of Detroit, de-
parted this life at his residence in this city, on Saturday, the 8th day
of September last, aged 31 years. He was a worthy member of the
Order, an affectionate and kind husband and father,and a respectable
and respected citizen. He toiled on earth with alacrity and good
will, and has left behind him a well earned reputation on which his
relatives and friends can reflect with a proud satisfaction. His death
took many by surprise, though he had been suffering from a fatal
disease for many months. Bro. French had been a Mason about four
years, and was a member of Detroit Lodge, No. 2, of this city. Hec
won the esteem of all the Brethren who knew him.

The remains of our lamented Brother were buried with Masonie
honors on the Monday following his decease, by Detroit Lodge
(which was convened for that purpose) accompanied by brethren from
other Lodges. A procession moved about 10 o’clock in the morning,
from the Masonio Hall to the Methodist Church on Woodward
Avenue, where the funeral services were commenced. After prayer,
singing, and a discourse delivered by one of the officiating Clergymen,
the funeral procession was formed, and marched by the sound of
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solemn music to the cemetery, where the Masonio ceremonies were

performed in the usual manner.
On returning to the Hall, the following resolutions were unani-

mously adopted by the Lodge:

W hereas, It has pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe to remove
from our midst, under circumstances peculiarly afflicting, our worthy Bro.
Samuel French, Therefore, be it

Resolved, That in this dispensation of Providence, this Lodge has been de-
prived of a beloved Brother who bad endeared himself to all, not leas by his
manliness and amiability of deportment, than by his ardent attachment to the
p;i&qiples of Masonry, and his well directed efforts for the success and prosperity
of this Lodge.

Resolved, That in the death of our lamented Brother, his family have lost a
devoted husband and affectionate father—socicty has been deprived of an hon-
orable and upright citizen.

Resolved, That we most sincerely sympathize with the family of our deceased
RBrother French in the afflicting dispensation which has cast the «dark shadow
of the valley of death” over their home, and that we truly feel in the decease of our
Brother they have to bewail the loss of tho affectionate, devoted husband, the
kind and generous father, and the considerate and esteemed brother.

Resolved, That especially to her, who has been called upon to mourn the loss
of her affectionate husbaud, we tender our warmest sympathies in this afflict-
ing bereavement.

Rosolvod, That our worthy Secretary be instructed to transmit a copy of the
ahove preamble and resolutions, under the seal of the Lodge, to the widow of
the deceased, and that the same be placed upon the records of this Lodge.

Just as the last form of this number is going t6 press, we are called
upon to announce the death of Bro. Capt. Alexander K. Howard, a
member of Union Lodge of Strict Observance, No. 3, of Detroit. He
died very suddenly, after an illness of only two or three days, on the
14th day of September last. He was cut off in the prime of manhood,
being 36 years of age. He had been several months previous to his
decease, deputy Sheriff for the county of Wayne. His funeral, which
took place on Sunday, the 16th u%imo., was conducted agreeably to
the wishes of his family, in a strictly private manner.

PusLic Graxp Howors—They should be given, according to
Mackey, in the following manner: Both arms are crossed on the
breast, the left uppermost, and the open palms of the hands sharply
striking the shoulders ; they are then raised above the head, the palms
striking each other, and then made to fall smartly upon the thighs.
This is repeated three times, and as there are three blows given each
time, namely—on the breast, on the palms of the hands, and on the
thighs, making nine conoussions in all, the Grand Honors are techni-
cally said to be given by three times three. On the occasion of
funerals, oach one of these honors is accompanied by the words, “ so
mote it be,” audibly pronounced by the Brethren.
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BioezaPrY or Gxx. E. J. Ropxers.—It has been thought advisable to delay
the publication of Bro. Shearman's biography of the late Gen. E. J. Roberts, till an
engraving of the subject of his memoir can be obtained. We have, accordingly,
furwarded to New York a daguerreotype of Gen. Roberts, and an engraver is
now engaged on the steel plate. We shall probably present it to our readers in
thenext number.

PumLicaTion o DxratEs anp Marrisees—We intend, as soon as we can make
amngements, {0 publish in each number of THE AsHLAR, a list of the deaths and
marriages of Masons in this jurisdiction during the month preceding the issue;
also to give the names of all those who are raised in the several lodges, and an
account of all local masonic transactions of a public nature in this State. Mas-
ters and Secretaries of Lodges will confer a favor by forwarding usany informa-
tion on the subjects referred to, by the 15th of each month.

Tae Masox's Stex.—In the last century many practical jokes were played
upon cowans who exhibited an inquisitiveness to discover the secrets of Masonry.
Among many others, the following anecdote is told of the manner in which an
English Quaker gratified the curiousity of the uninitiated : He was one of a
Promiscuous company at an inn, the landlord of which was a Brother. Numer-
ous jovial remarks were made atthe expense of the Fraternity, and the Quaker
was called upon to show them the Mason's sign. One of the company offered to
give him a bottle of wine it he would comply with their wishes; and at length,
though with much apparent reluctance, he agreed, on condition that the wine
should be immediately produced, and the individual consented to receive the
communication privately; the Quaker adding—~ Friend, if thou dost not confess
1o the company that I have shown thee a Freemason’s sign, I will pay for the
wine myselt” The proposition was too reasonable to be refused, and the curious
candidate for Masonic knowledge, retired into another room with his formal
friend. When there, the following dialogue took place; Quaker. « So friend, thou
art desirous of seeing a freemason’s sign?’—+* I am.” « Canst thou keep a secret?”
—=Try me.” * Good! Thou knowest that our friend Johnson (the innkeeper)
is a maaon?—= I do.” ~Very well” Then taking him by the arm he led him
tothe window. «Dost thou see that ramping lion which swings from yonder
upright post?*—= To be sure I do—it is our landlord’s sign.” =Good! Then,
friend, our landlord being a freemason, thou art satisfied that I have shown thee
a freemason’s sign, and thy bottle of wine is forfeited. For thy own sake thou
wilt keep the secret.” He returned into the room with a look of astonishment,
oonfening that he had received the desired information; and the mystery, which
be purposely observed, tempted others to purchase the secret at the same price,
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A Vimrr amonG THE BrETHREN.—Since the publication of our first number, we
have made flying visits, if we may be allowed the expression, to several places
in this jurisdiction. We passed along the lines of the Michigan Centrul and
Southern railroads, and were pleased to find the Craft flourishing in peace and
harmony, in almost every lodge.

Yesiantr—We had the pleasure of attending a communication of Pheenix
Lodge, and saw some good work under the direction of Bro. Marvin who offici-
ated as master in the absence of Bro, Parks. This Lodge, already a large one,
is increasing fast, and well it may under the influence of such members as Bros.
Blodgett, Ashley and others.

Axx ArBor.—Here we found active Brethren, among whom we may appro-
pristely mention W, M. John N. Gott. Under his charge, we understand that
Oriental Lodge has greatly revived, and that its work during the past six months
has increased rapidly.

Dexrer.—At this place, we saw during our short stop, W. M. F. Carlisle and a
few other members of the Fraternity. Washtenaw Lodge, we should think, is
on a firm foundation and progressing quietly in the right path.

ArsroNn.—We found Bros Pray and Osborn actively engaged in advancing the
interests of the Craft. The Lodge in this place is harmonious and prosperous.

Jacksox.—Here we found as usual many active and bright members of the
Fraternity, with Masonic kearts as well as Masonic heads. There are two Lodges
in this place which stand on the most amicable footing, and go along side by
side without the slightest misunderstanding. Our Institution cannot but flour-
ish under the guidance of such men as Bros, Porter, Wood, Dyer, Livermore,
Titus, and a host of others whose names we have not space to mention.

BarrLe Creex.—The Lodge in this city is doing well under the charge of
Bros, Sprague, Goff and others, who devote themselves to the interests of the
Craft with zeal. They deserve success.

NiLes—We attended a regular communication of St. Joseph Valley Lodge.
This body is progressing well and has a large amount of work to do, Nine candi-
dates, we believe, for the 2d degree, were balloted for, and several for initiation
This Lodge is about to leave its old quarters, and fit up a new and pleasant
room We had the pleasure of meeting among others, W. M. Landon, 8. W
Graves and Bro. Rounds.

MagsuaLL~—In St. Albans Lodge we saw work in the first and third degrees.

Bro. Curtis of Ypsilanti presided, the Master being absent. The Lodge has
lately fitted up a neat and comfortable room.

Poxriac.—We were fortunate enough to be present at & regular communication
of Pontiac Lodge, where we had the pleasure of meeting Broa. Darrow, Cad-
worth, Eliott and many other true-hearted masons. We were particularly
pleased with the Lodge room, it having windows at each end and on one side, thus
insuring the means of quick and easy ventilation, a requisite which is generally
neglected by the Craft. It is neatly furnished and presents an attractive appear-
ance, notwithstanding the very, very dark paper on the walls, which in a great
degree deadens the light. There is a new Lodge in this place, the Acacia, now
under dispensation. It is progressing, and maintains the most firiendly relations
with its elder sister.
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Moxzox.—Here we received especial attention from Bro. W. W. Pentice, W.
M.of the Lodge. We had the pleasure also of seeing Bro. J. M. Oliver, whose
activity and zeal in behalf of the Craft deserve special notice.

Apriax—~We were highly gratified with our visit to this place where we had
ample evidence that warm masonic hearts dwelt, by the fraternal grip and kind
sttentions of such Brethren as J. H. Cleveland and W. L. Mills. The Craft here
embraces a large number of fine young men, who are active in promoting its
interests. We were disappointed in not seeing Bro. Greenly, who was not in
the city at the time

JoxeeviLLe—Bro, Munro, Deputy Grand Master, extended to us a hearty wel-
come. As usual, he manifested a deep interest in the Craft. Our stay in this
place was very short, but in this notice we should not fail to make mention of
that old and faithful Brother, Jesse Button. We found him active, energetic and
in good health.

Qumncy,—This is a pleasant and flourishing little village where & new Lodge
is about to be established. There are few masons here, but they are full of zeal
for the cause. Under the influence of such Brethren as H. H. Lewis and Hogath,
we cannot doubt the success of the new Lodge.

Houpsox.—In this village there is a stanch and active set of Masons, who
take a pride in maintaining the interests of the Institution. We found Bro. R. B,
Piper one of the most active and devoted of the Fraternity.

Hirrsoare—We were indebted to Bros, C. J. Dickerson, W. M,,and Dr. F.
Franklin French for special attention and kindness, two of the most zealous mem-
bers of the Order that we had the pleasure of meeting with. Under the guidance
of Bro. Dickerson, Fidelity Lodge is increasing very fast—not too fast, we hope.
Since the last annual returns, it has raised about thirty candidates, as many, pro-
bably, as any other Lodge in the State has raised during the same period.

CoLpwarkz.—Here we found among the active members of the Craft, Bros.
Dart and Jones. We visited the new lodge room in this place, which is very
conveniently arranged with ante rooms appropriately located, and is furnished
with good taste.

Sruners.—We made only a short visit at this place, but were pleased with the
apparent condition of the Fraternity, of which we learned much from Bro. Packard

Grawp Crarrer oF Inpiana.—We have received a report of the proceedings
at the annual Grand Chapter of Indiana, held at Indianapolis,in May last. The
following named persons were elected Grand Officers as indicated: M. E. Comp.
William Hacker, of S8helbyville, G. H. P.; E. Comp. D. K. Hays, of Attica, D. G.
H. P.; E. Comp. Harvey G. Haxelrigg, of Thorntown, G. K.; E. Comp. J. R.
Mendenhall, of Richmond, G. Scribe; Comp. P. (. C. Hunt, of Indianapolis, G.
Sec.; Comp. William Pelan, of Connersville, Rev. G. Chap.; Comp. Geo. F.
Lyon, of Terre Haute, G. C. of Host; Comp. John W, Sullivan, of Connersville,
G. P. Sojourner; Comp, Ben. Winans, of)La Fayette, G. R. A. Captain; Comp.
H. Colestock, of Indianapolis, G. Guard.

The Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is a ehort but
interesting document from the pen of Comp. Bayless.

There are in Indiana twenty-six subordinate Chapters.

We shall notice in our next number the Report which has been sent to

w8 of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Indiana, at a Grand Communication
in May last.
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Onrzoon.—At the last session of the Grand Lodge of Oregon, the following
persons were elected to fill the offices: M. W. J. C. Ainsworth, G. M.; R. W. A.
M. Belt, D.G. M.; R. W. A. E. Waite, 8, G. W,; R. W. N. Huber,J. G. W,; R-
W. R. Wilcox, G. T.; R. W. B. Stark, G. 8.

Orp Lzcreazs.—The early lectures of Masonry were sometimes couched in
doggerel rhyme. The introduction to the «Masfer’s Part” as it was called, is
thus given:  Ex. An E. A. P, I presume you have been. R. J.and B, I have
seen. A. M. M. I was most rare, with diamond, ashlar and the square. Ex. If
a M. M. you would be, you must rightly understand the rule of three. And M.
B. shall make you free; and what you want in Masonry, shall in this Lodge be
shown to thee. R.Good Masonry, I understand, the keys of all Lodges are at

my command, &c.”
-— —————————— — - —

" Reatrar Comucxioarioxs or THE Lopars 1x Mricmeax.—The following table,
showing the times of the Regular Communications of the different Lodges in
the State, as specified by the last annual retuns to the Grand Lodge, may be
useful to many of our readers. Should any ibaccuracy occur on account of &
change of the time of meeting, adopted by any Lodge since January, any mem-
ber of such body would confer a favor by notifying us of the same, that we may
correct itin the next number. The day of the week set against the name of each
Lodge indicates that its Regular takes place on the evening of that day, on or
immediately preceding the full moon.

1. Zion, Detroit, Wednesday.

2. Detroit, *  Tuesday.

3. 8t.Ob. «  Monday.

4. St. Jo. Val. Niles, Tuesda%

5. Stoney Creek, Rochester, Tuesday.

6

7

8

9,

~

. Siloam, Constantine, Friday.

. Ionia, Ionia, Wednesday.
Howell, Howell, Wednesday.

. Fraoklin, Litchfield, Friday.
Romeo, Romeo, Thursday.
Brighton, Brighton, Thursday.
Fentonville, Fentonville, Wedn'sdy
Birmingham, Birm., Thursday.
Orion, Orion, Tuesday.

. lg onhl\;illg, g m:théﬁe'fuleé I;‘rida .

. Groveland, 5 y.
Morning Sunl,)g!tlurfis, Monday.

. Lebanon, Mt. Clemons, Wednesday

. Washington, Tehonsha, Tuesday.

. Trenton, Trenton, Wednesday.

. Evergreen, St. Clair, Wednesday.
10. Dowagiac, Dowagiac, Monday.
11. Pine Grove, Pt. Huron, Monday.
12. Battle Creek, Bat. Creek, Tuesday.
13. Pheenix, Ypsilanti, Tuesday. . Almont, Almont, Monday.
15. Oriental, Ann Arbor, Wednesday. Atlas, Goodrich, Thursday.
16. LaFayette, Jonesville, Thursday. |54. Lapeer, Lapeer, Tuesday.

BRSERSERRRSRER

18. Tyre, Coldwater, Tuesday, 55, Backus, Cassopolis, Wednesday.
19. Adrian, Adrian, Wednesday. 56. Occidental, St. Joseph, Thursday.
20. St. Albans, Marshall, Friday. 59. Climax, Climax Pra, Wednesday.
21. Pontiac, Pontiac, Friday. 60. Cedar, Clarkston, Thuradey.

22. Kalamozoo, Kal., Wednesday. 61. Lexington, Lexington, Wednesday.

24.. Mt. Hermon, Centerville, Thursday. | 62, 8. Ward, Newport, Thursday.
25. Paw Paw, Paw Paw, Tuesday. 64. Macomb, Macomb, Friday.
26. Morning Star, Hudson, Monday. | 65. Washtenaw, Dexter, Thursday.

27. Monroe, Monroe, Wednesday. 67. Cap. St. Ob, Lansing. Wednesday.
28. Union, Union city, Saturday. 68. Buchanan, Buchanan, Friday.

29. Humanity, Homer, Tuesday. 63. Tecumseh, Tecumseh, Friday.

30. Conecord, (‘oncord, Tuesday. 70. Mason, Mason. Wednesday.

32. Fidelity, Hillsdale Tuesday. 71. Mackinac, Mackinac, Monday.
34, Gr. Rapids, G. Rapids, Wednesday | 72. Bellevue, Bellevue, Thursday.

The following hold their each month as indicated: Murat, No, 14,
Albion, 3d Monday; Jackson, No. 17, Jackson, 2d Thursday; Michigan, No. 50,
;}fkson, 1st and 3d Wednesdays; Eaton Rapids, No. 63, Eaton ids, Jasx

ursday.
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SYMBOLICAL INSTRUCTION.

From the earliest period of the world’s history, material objects
have been rendered serviceable as symbols or types to impart ideas
and moral truths. Their utility, experience has established beyond a
doubt. The objections, which have been made to them a8 means of
instruction, are founded, not on their employment under the direction
of reason and good sense, but on the evils which grow out of them when
they mislead the ignorant, and are agents in the hands of designing
men to impose upon the credulity of the bigoted and superstitious.
Under such circumstances, we would most strenuously discountenance
their use—or rather their abuse. What tends to retard the progress
of true religion, morality and good government, more than the cor-
rupt or perverted faith which causes its vietims to bow before images
of wood and stene, and reverence, if not worship, the material of
which they are made? One of the saddest and most repulsive sights

which a good and enlightened man can behold, is the devotion of his
9—VoL. 1. No. IiL



o4 ' THE ASHLAR.

fellow beings, bestowed upon inanimate objeocts, for he sees the mental
faculties given by an all-wise Providence for the attainment of the
highest and purest aims, neglected or perverted and it may be mate-
rially injured and lmpared

The danger of using symbols to instruct persons of small intelleo-
tual capacity or very limited aoquirements—especially when those
symbols consist of gorgeous and dazzling imagery—cannot be too
strongly guarded against. Many who at first employ tangible objeots
as types to impress upon the mind moral truths, by frequent use:
gradually lose sight of the idea which they represent, and reverence
the material which can be viewed with the eyes and touched with
the hands. So too, not a few ‘who attend divine service regularly
on the Sabbath, enter the door of the church, put on a long face from
the force of habit, and sitting quietly till the congregation is dis-
missed, leave the house of God with the mistaken idea that they
have done their duty, and secured their salvation. The heart and
soul have not been engaged in the work of the hands. Before the
world such conduct is well enough, but before Heaven it cannot stand
the test of the Grand Overseer's square.

For the reasons indicated, a strong opposition is manifested by
some, to the adoption of symbols as means of illustrating moral
teachings. Such persons are extremists, and see but one side of the
case ; their narrow vision can take in only the abuse, and not the
legitimate use, of types. They make no distinction between the em-
ployment of them by the ignorant and superstitious, and by the
enlightened who are guided by their own understanding, and not that
of others. Even those who denounce them without qualification may
after be found violating in practice, their own theories. Every day,
they are accustomed to impart ideas through the instrumentality of
material objects, and thus to make illustrations. In such manner,
will they frequently instruct the child, and seek to inculcate their
peculiar views; and fortunate indeed is he who does not transgress the
limit he has fixed for others.

The manner and purpose for which symbols are used must deter-
mine their value. As employed by the Craft, we claim that they are
not only free from every objection, but they are means of promoting
the greatest good, of inculeating virtues which purify and ennoble
the lives of those who practice them, and are essential to the pros-
perity of our Order. The peculiar character of Masonry as a secret
TInstitution, renders it absolutely necessary that it should have
machinery which, though in a great degree visible to the world, can
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be fully upderstood only by those who have knocked and gsined
admission. Thus, its emblems, when rightly comprehended, serve to
impress upon members—and particularly candidates—moral teach:
ings in a manner, of which the uninitiated have but a faint oconoep-
tion. For instance, one who has never taken the degrees enters a
lodge room, beholds the seat, the gavel and the column on the south
gide; he may know that they are the Junior Warden’s; but they are
in his eye nothing more than a seat, s common gavel, and an insig-
nificant column. His attention is attracted by the two conspicuous
gilded pillars—one surmounted by the terrestrial globe—the other, by
the celestial. The ordinary use of the globes he understands, and
the architectural beauty of the pillars he appreciates ; but he beholds
aftor all, only two gilded pillars, and two artificial spherical bodies
representing globes. His eye rests upoun the letter G.; he knows it
is the initial of the word Geometry, of which science he may bave a
profound knowledge, and great love; the G, however, hangs before
him a8 a tinselled plaything devoid of meaning. The Master's carpet
is spread before him ; he may admire the beauty of the painting ; he
may read in the Monitor a description of the emblems, but compre-
hends none of them fully, and some of the most important are a mys-
tery which he cannot fathom ;—the carpet is to him merely a pretty
picture. How different when the intelligent mason looks around the
lodge room, and beholds ite furniture and emblems! The Junior
Warden's station, his gavel and column—the gilded pillars, and
globes—the letter G—all are full of hidden meaning, and suggest
ideas which only the Brethren can understand and appreciate. The
Master's carpet, too, is full of life and thought before his eyes ;—the
female figure—the broken.column—father Time with his scythe and
hour glass—the sprig—the urn—the book—the coffin—the spade—
each impresses forcibly upon the mind a valuable moral leeson, and
calls to his recollection instruction more precious than silver and
gold—more enduring than the pride and pomp of the world. Every-
thing in the room from the east to the west, from the north to the
south, from the floor to the ceiling, is part and parcel of a language
which is plain and intelligible to him, but is as meaningless to the
uninitiated, a8 a moral disquisition written in French is to an Ameri-
can who understands or can translate only a few simple words.

The peculiar value of symbols to the Craft in communicating their
ideas, and enforcing moral truths, in a manner which the world knows
not of, is obvious to Brethren, and needs no additional argument
to establish it. That the emblems of the lodge have always been
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considered as merely a means, and have never been regarded with
anything akin to superstitious reverence, is equally plain. There is
one iarity in the Masonic Institution, which should never be
forgotten. A/ sts members are intelligent men of liberal views;
they “know no masters—they acknowledge no diotators ;" they
think and judge for themselves. Their intellectual acquirements are
such as furnish an almost indestructable safeguard against bigotry
and superstition in using the emblems. If any of them, however,
have a tendency that way, they are restrained, and their erroneous
views are corrected, by the instruction which they receive from the
work. They employ the symbols as the world employs words—they
speak by them and througlh them, and have only that record for
them which it is rational and proper to entertain toward inanimate
matter. This fact, if further evidence is required, is placed beyond a
doubt by the experience of hundreds of years, to say the least. Not
an instance can be found during that period, where superstitious
reverence has been shown by Masons, for their emblems—not an in-
stance can be found where the symbols have been regarded other-
wise than merely as vehicles of thoughts and ideas.

Being essential to the prosperity of our society, if not to its con-
tinuance, the emblems of Masonry claim the serious attention and
consideration of the Craft. Brother! have you properly studied
them, and do you fully comprehend them? This is a serious ques-
tion, and must in too many cases be answered in the negative. The
member of the Order who does not look upon the equipments of the
lodge room with a knowledge of their Masonic use, like the uninitia-
ted, sees only a play house fitted with gauze and tinsel. It is the
ignorance of the proper application of the symbols, or a failure to
view them as indices of moral truths, that creates an indifference
among many of the Brethren, and keeps them away from our meet-
ings, except on extraordinary occasions. After being raised, this
class attend a few times, and becoming tired of what appears like a
monotonous routine, they seek other resorts more congenial to their
tastes. The blame sometimes rests on themselves—sometimes on the
officers of the lodge, who, having & very superficial knowledge, are in-
competent to impart the requisite information, or who conduct the work
in such a careless and listless manner as to weary those present, and
make the performance tedious and uninteresting. In either case, itis
the duty of the party at fault to mend. The Master, to benefit the
Institation, should be thoroughly acquainted with the duties of his
office, and should see that his subordinates are thoroughly instructed.
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Otherwise, the ceremonies cannot be rightly performed, and proper in-
formation cannot be imparted to candidates and the Craft. Those who
apply for the benefits of Masonry should do so with a due regard for
our ancient Institution, and a high respect for its character and
worth. Imbued with such feelings, they should carefully and seriously
observe everything pertaining to the ceremonies of initiating, passing
and raising, and they will immediately perceive moral beauties, and
be impressed with great moral teachings. A failure on their part to
do this, will often blind their eyes, and their understanding to truths
which they would otherwise see as clearly as the meridian sun. The
following story related in “ L'OsprE pES Francs Macoxs Trant,”
by an enemy of the Institution, though probably an unwarranted
invention, will serve as an illustration: A certain Marquis having
been frequently solicited to become a freemason, was at length in-
duced to consent. Having paid the fee (six hundred crowns) in ad-
vance, he was initiated. When the ceremony was over, he said, ‘ Is
this all ? ¢ Truly, it is, answered the W. M. ¢You make game of
me,' rejoined the Marquis; ‘it is impossible that this can be the
whole secret of Freemasonry? ‘It is, indeed, replied the W. M.
¢ Then you will have the goodness, said the Marquis, ‘ to return my
six hundred crowns, otherwise I shall insert in the public Gazette all
the tomfooleries which you have imposed upon me as the secrets of
the Order. 1Is this the famous right of which so much has been said ?
In truth, I cannot conceive how reasonable men can spend their time
in such trifles’” No person probably ever went out of a lodge with
such feelings as here described, but many have left with a sensation of
disappointment, because they did not rightly comprehend the cere-
monies and symbols. ¢ If a person wishes to become a candidate fo
Masonry,” says a learned writer, “ he should make up his mind &
watch the progress of all the ceremonies through which he may pass,
with attention, and search into their propriety, their origin, and their
symbolical reference. He may be quite sure that men of sense and
standing in the world,—men whose reputation for wisdom and com-

mon prudence is of some value, would not subject hi ny test
which might cast an imputation upon themselves. At *ew, the
ceremonies of initiation, passing and raising, may be con¥¥ered un-
necessary—all ceremonies abstractedly may be thus interpreted—but
they are in reality, of the utmost importance. They convey to the
mind, by action, a series of wholesome truths—they make a strong
and lasting impression; and as the lesson which they teach is con-
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nected with his mental improvement, both in science and morals, a
serious attention to the explanation of the ceremonial, will be amply
repaid by the beautiful development of the Masonic system which
this process cannot fail to establish.” The truth of these sentiments
cannot be too forcibly impressed upon the minds of candidates, and
it is the duty of those recommending them to be satisfied that they
will cherish a proper disposition, and a suitable regard for the forms
and ceremonies of their initiation.

To the Mason who has been faithful to his trusts and obligations,
the lodge room is really a place of Zght ; its symbols are like a book
wherein he reads the words of wisdom, and ever finds new materials
for reflection ; the work never fails to interest and present illustra-
tions of the beauty of holiness ; and when he quits the sacred retreat
of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world, he carries with
him an influence which softens the asperities of life, and smooths its
rugged paths.

Points or FerrLowsmip.—The lectures used by the Athol Ma-
sons of the last century thus referred the points of fellowship :
“ 1. When the. necessities of a brother call for my support, I will be
ever ready to lend him (a helping) hand to save him from sinking, if
I find him worthy thereof 2. Indolence shall not cause my foot-
steps to halt, nor wrath to turn them aside; but forgetting every
selfish consideration, I will be ever swift of foot to save, help, and
execute benevolence to a fellow-creature in distress, but more partica-
larly to a brother Mason. 3. When I offer up my ejaculations to
Almighty God, I will remember my brother's welfare even as mine
own; for as the voices of babes and sucklings ascend to the throne
of grace, s0 most assuredly will the breathings of a fervent heart
ascend to the mansions of bliss. 4. A brother's secrets, delivered to
me as such, I will keep as I would my own; because, if I betray the
trust which has been reposed in me, I might do him an irreparable
injury; it would be like the villany of an assassin who lurks in dark-
ness to stab his adversary when unarmed and least prepared to meet
an enemy. 5. A brother’s cbaracter I will support in his absence, as
I would in his presence. [ will not revile him myself, nor suffer it
to be done by others if it is in my power to prevent it.
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HARMONY—SUCOCESS.

Every attentive Brother is fully aware how necessary is harmony
among the members of our fraternity, to the suocess of our Order.
Among discordant materials, the wisdom, strength and beauty of its
precepts must forever be unappreciated. 'When its operations move
with ease, regularity, and precision, we at once behold how admirably
adapted are its teachings to mould the character of the man, and
guide his actions beyond the limits of the Lodge room, throughout
all the relations of life.

QOur objeot at the present time, is to allude to a few of the many
things which tend to destroy harmony, and retard the success of our
Order. By “ success,” we hope our readers will not understand us to
mean an overflowing treasury, or rapidly increasing members. These
are well enough in their place—attended with what we ca/ sucoess,
they are matters of rejoicing ; but we use the word in a higher sense.
‘We use it to indicate taat corstant improvement and progress in all
that ameliorates our condition here, and tends to ennoble man; that
improvement and progress which, without a word of boasting on our
part, would convince the outside world that our Order imparted in-
struction of the most valuable kind not elsewhere communicated.
This is the noble success for which we strive; and to which the
harmony we speak of is absolutely essential.

Among the evils destructive of harmony, is a careless, unapyrecu-
ted, hasty performance of the work of the Lodge room. The best
and the worst instruocted are alike liable to fall into this error. The
latter indeed cannot well avoid it; for how can one clearly impart
what he illy understands? The former fall into the error in conse-
quence of the familiarity arising from a long aoquaintance with the
subject. They speak without feeling, forgetful that they are,
perhaps, addressing some whose hearts are to be taught to eonceive
before their eyes behold the importance of the lessons which they ave
commissioned to support. Again, it is not unusual that so great an
amount of work is erowded into an evening that important parts are
necessarily omitted, under the supposition that they can be supplied
equally to the beneﬁt of all conoerned, at some future time. This is
a mistake, and should by all means be avoided.

The reeords of the Lodge are another fruitful source of confasion.
Very fow are aware how difficult it is to keep » record which shall
fairly show the action, finances ang oondition of the Lodge for » long
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time, and after all the circumstances attending the transactions
minuted are forgotten. Indeed, without special care, not only each
year, but even each month, and almost week, will only add to the
oonfusion. Dissatisfaction will arise among the Brethren. Misunder-
standings and want of harmony are sure to ensue. The attempt in
such cases, to evoke order out of chaos, frequently aggravates the
original evil, and sometimes the hopelessness of the task induces its
neglect, and the malady becomes chronic, and beyond the reach of
remedy.

These are but a part of the evils which destroy harmony, and pre-
vent success, but allusion to these will suggest others to every atten-
tive brother, and it is to be hoped that each will zealously strive to
remove everything which may impede the onward course of the
Craft, and the full accomplishment of its beneficent mission.

.

ADDRESS OF OUR LATE BROTHER DE WITT
CLINTON.

[coNcLUDED. ]

It must be obvious then that an institution so republican in its
elements, so liberal in its principles, so free in its partial and concen-
drated combinations, must have excited the apprehensions of arbitrary
-power, which has constantly sought to propitiate it by kindness and
.condescension, or to annihilate it by fire and sword—by banishment
and extinetion.

The celebrated philosopher, John Locke, was much struck with a
manuscript of Henry VI, King of England, deposited in the Bod-
leian library. Itisin the form of questions and answers, and, to
the interrogatory, whether Masons are better than others? it is an-
swered, “some Masons are not so virtuous as some other men ; but
in general, they are better than they would have been, if they had not
been Masons.” This is, unquestionably, correct. Masonry super-
adds to our other obligations, the strongest ties of connection between

"it and the cultivation of virtue, and furnishes the most powerful in-
ocentives to goodness. A Freemason iz responsible to his Lodge, for
s course of good conduct, and, if he deviates from it, he will be dis-
graced and expelled. Wherever he goes, he will find a friend in every
brother, if he conducts well, and will be shielded against wans, and
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protected against oppression; and he will feel, in his own bosom, the
ettatic joys of that heaven-born charity, which

——decent, modest, easy, kind,

Softens the high, and rears the abject mind,

Lays the rough paths of peevish nature ev'n,

And opens in each heart, a little heaven.

All doubts, on the exalted principles and auspicious tendencies of
Freemasonry, must be dissipated, when we retrospect to Washington
and Franklin. The former was the principal agent in establishing
our independence, and securing to us the blessings of a national
government. The latter was the great patron of the arts that
administer to the bhappiness of individuals and the- prosperity of
States, and the head of the philosophy and useful knowledge of the
country. Both were patriotic and virtuous men, and neither would
have encouraged an institution hostile to morality, religion, good
order and the public welfare.

‘Washington became, at an early period of his life, a Freemason,
and, publicly as well as privately, he invariably evinced the utmost
attachment to it. In answer to a complimentary address, when pre-
sident of the United States, from the Master, Wardens and Brethren
of King David’s Lodge, in Rbode Island, he had no hesitation in
eaying—“ Being persuaded that a just application of the principles
on which the Masonic fraternity is founded, must be promotive of
private virtue and public prosperity, I shall always be happy to
advance the interest of the society, and to be considered by them as
a deserving brother.” And, in a reply to the Grand Lodge of Mass-
achusetts, he explicitly declares, “ that the milder virtues of the
heart are highly respected by a society whose liberal principles are
founded on the immutable laws of truth and justice.” ¢ To enlarge,”
oontinued he, “ the sphere of social happiness is worthy the benevo-
lent design of a Masonic institution, and it is most fervently to be
wighed, that the conduct of every member of the fraternity, as well as
those publications that discover the principles which actuate them,
may tend to convince mankind, that the great object of Masonry is
to promote the happiness of the human race.”

Freemasonry owes its introduction, into Pennsylvania, to Benja-
min Franklin: on the 24th June, 1734, a warrant was granted by
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, for holding a Lodge in Phila-
delphia, and appointing him the first Master. He cultivated Masonry
with great zeal, and his partiality suffered no diminution during his
long and illustrious life. .
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Lafayette—the good Lafayette, the patriot of both hemispheres,
was always the devoted friend of Freemasonry. He saw in ita
oonstellation of virtues, and wherever he went, he took every oppor-
tunity of demonstrating his attachment and of expressing his vener-
ation. His countenance has done much good, and has imparted to it
no inconsiderable portion of his immense and deserved popularity.
Freemasonry, like all other institutions, has its days of prosperity
and adversity—its seasons of revivals and of depressions—and it is
believed that, when Lafayette left this country, it had never attained
a greater altitude of usefulness and general regard.

After these illustrious witnesses in favor of our fraternity, let not
the dissentions which sometimes prevail, the vicious conduct of some
of its members, and the perversions of the institution, be adduced as
proofs of its intrinsic vices. Although it has received the counte-
nance of the good and the wise of all ages, let it be understood, that
the character of an institution does not necessarily form the conduct
of its members. Good societies may contain unworthy members, and
bad societies may enrol good men among their members. Christianity
is often degraded by profligate professors, and the heathen religion
has had a Socrates, an Aristides, and a Cato.

It cannot be expected that, in any society, there will be a perfect
accord and congeniality of minds, of tastes, and of morals. Hence,
differences will sometimes arise, and, if conducted with good temper
and candor, will rarely expand into violent convulsions. Wolves
will sometimes intrude into the flock, and bad men, under the cloak
of goodness, will frequently insinuate themselves into the most excel-
lent associations.

For neither man nor angel can discern
Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks

Invisible, except to God alone,

By his permissive will, through heaven and earth.
And oft, though wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps
At wisdom's gate, and to simplicity

Resigns her charge, while goodness thinks no ill
‘Where no ill scems.

In all associations of men, there are perturbed and uneasy spirits
who soatter discord, and whom “no command can rule nor counsel
teach,” and who, like the fabled Enceladus, create disturbance and
convulsion whenever they move. It is no easy task to withstand the
arts of hypocrites and the acts of incendiaries. If our society has
suffered wnder such jnfluences, it participates in the fate of all assem-
blies of men ; and the feuds, which sometimes distract its tranquility,
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are as often the offspring of well'mesning and over-weening meal, s
of parverse and evil designa.

That Freemasonry is sometimes perverted and applied to the
soquisition of political ascendency, of unmerited charity, and to con-
vivial excess, cannot be disputed; but this is not the fault of the in-
stitution, for it inculoates an entire exemption from political and
religious controversy. It enforces the virtues of industry and tem-
perance, and it proscribes all attempts to gratify ambition and
eupidity, or to exceed the bounds of temperance in couvivial enjoy-
ments, under its shade or through its instrumentality. In lifting the
mind above the dungeon of the body, it venerates the grateful odor
of plain and modest virtue, and patronizes those endowments which
elevate the human character and adapt it to the high enjoyments of
another and a better world. '

Freemasonry has flourished exceedingly in the United States, and
especially in this State. In 1781, a Grand Lodge was established in
the oity of New York, under a charter from the Grand Lodge of
England. A foew years afterwards, an independent Grand Lodge was
instituted ; and there are now in the State near five hundred lodges,
and more than one hundred Chapters. Owing to causes, which I am
unable to explain, and in which I have had no participation, two
Grand Lodges have been in existence for a few years. And it will
now require the utmost wisdom, moderation and forbearance of the
“good men and true,” who adorn both establishments, to accomplish
a re-union on just and reasonable terms. That there are faults, and
great faults, involved in this schism, I am fearful, and that it is a
lamentable commentary on our system of brotherly love, is too obvious.
In consequence of my public duties, I have, for a considerable time,
withdrawn from any active concern in the affairs of our fraternity,
and I have had, of course, no personal knowledge of the causes of, and
actors in, the prevailing division. In censuring it, I have, therefore,
no reference to particular individuals or Lodges, and I hope—most
sincerely hope, that, before the return of another anniversary, this
stain may be removed from our society. Perhaps a new arrange-
ment of the supreme authorities might be advisable, by the creation
of provincial or subordinate Grand Lodges, under a controlling head,
composed of deputies selected by the different Grand Lodges. There
have been two opposing Grand Lodges in England, and, I be}ieve, in
Sootland and Ireland, and also in South Oarolina and Massachusetts,
in consequence of the distinction of ancient and modern -Masonry.
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Notwithstanding this serious controversy, the schism has been healed,
and a most cordial and complete union has taken place in all these
cases, 80 that we have no reason to apprehend a long duration of a
separation which has probably originated from more trivial and
evanesoent causes.

Most Worshipful Grand Master elecs : [STePREN VAN RENSSALAER.]

Accept my cordial congratulations on your elevation to the highest
honor in Masonry. You are now, in this region, the head of the most
ancient, benevolent and distinguished society in the world. And I
am rejoiced to see such exalted suthority deposited in such worthy
hands; and I feel assured that no exertion will be omitted on your
part, to realize the anticipations of your usefulness, and to justify the
high confidence reposed in you.

T am persuaded that you will use every proper endeavor to re-unite
the great Masonic family under one government, to coufirm and to
extend the influence and reputation of Freemasonry, and to prop-
agate those virtues which are identified with its character, and essen-
tial to the cause of benevolence, charity and philosophy.

Your duties are certainly arduous, but important and honorable
stations always imply great labor and require much industry and
exertion. You will be assisted in your labors by the enlightened
officers associated with you, and every worthy brother will raise his
voice and his hands in favor of your efforts, and in support of your
measures,

To preside merely over the forms of a public assembly, requires no
uncommon display of intellectual vigor; but the duties of a Grand
Master involve higher topics and more momentous considerations.
He must be employed in devising ways and means of doing good ; in
inculeating the virtues of our fraternity, and in illustrating, by prac-
tical demonstration, the beauties of bencvolence. His eyes must be
vigilant in discerning any inroads on our ancient landmarks, and his
arm must always be ready to protect the institution against intestine
convulsions and external hostilities.

Your life has hitherto been distinguished for its accordance with
Masonic virtue. If you carry into your high office that benevolence
which adorns your private character, and that experience as a member
and Master, which you aoquired in a respectable Lodge in this city,
you will, unquestionably, reflect back on the fraternity the lustre
which you derive from it.
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I shall now proceed to discharge a duty which has been required
from me by the Grand Lodge; and I perform it with no common
pleasure, as evidence of my personal esteem for you-—of my high res-
poot for that distinguished body, and of my sincere devotion to the
oause of Freemasonry. I shall now invest you with the insigmia of
your office, and I most humbly supplicate the Supreme Architect of
the heavens and of the earth, to smile on the proceedings of this day,
and to render them auxiliary to the holy cause of benevolence,
morality and religion, and subservient to the best interests of the
human race.

. For the Ashlar.
REGALIA, JEWELS, ETC.

In the first number of the “ Asurar,” I read with much intereat an
article over the signature of “R,” upon the subject of Lodge Rooms.
‘While I fully agree with the suggestions of the writer, and feel the
importance of all he says upon that subject, I am induced in addition
thereto, to make a few remarks upon Regalia, Jewels, &c.

It is a mistaken notion of very many of our brethren, that regalia
is of very small importance. ¢ Almost anything will do for regalia’—
“any way to get along for the present,” are too common expressions
among our brethren. Economy is a virtue, and ought to be practiced,
but it should be practiced with discretion, for there is such & thing as
being “penny wise and pound foolish.” Your wise, and txuly
economical man will, in all his purchases, select good articles. What-
ever he does, he will do well, acting upon the principle that “ what-
ever is worth doing at all, is worth doing well” Qur regalia and
jewels are necessary: we cannot dispense with them ; therefore, they
should not only be good, but they should also be attractive. The
effoct of regalia upon the uninitiated is not fully estimated by our
brethren. Nothing gives more character to the military than a hand-
some uniform, and equipments. There is an attractive charm about
these things more potent than argument, however profound and con-
clusive. So with all seoret societies which make public demonstra-
tions. Say what you will, it is nevertheless true, that their regalia
has ite effect upon the public. It is all the publio can see—the 7ca/,
internal workings of these orders, are concealed within the secrecy ot
their Lodge rooms. I would not have our Order forget the great

principles of charity and benevolence, by which it has always been
10—voLr. 1. No. 11
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characterized, bus I would have it both a charitable, and at the same
time, a well-clad institution. No Lodge is #00 poor to have good
regalia and jewels. When once obtained, the regalia, with careful
usage, will last a long time—the jewels will never wear out. Brethren
in starting a Lodge shonld first count the cost, and if they are not
able to do it in a manner suitable and becoming, they should defer it
until they are. They should first have a pleasant, and safe hall
That should be handsomely farnished with such things as are neces.
sary for comfort and instruction. Then they should procure regalia
and jewels, with a view of having them last for many years. They
are then so far as externals are comocerned, prepared for work, and
these preparations I hold to be absolutely essential. Many Lodges
are provided with nothing better than blue cotton regalia and tin
jewels—they make a very sorry, not to say ridiculous, appearance in
public. If we love the Order, we will always be cautious not to
bring it into reproach or ridicule. The first we can do by virtuous
actions, and the latter by wearinz decent and appropriate regalia
when we appear on public oceasions. Qur jewels and dress should
always correspond with what we represent. The mountebank, with &
tin pan and pine rod, makes a ridiculous personation of a proud
knight of antiquity with helmet and spear.

I have taken some pains to ascertain the expense our Lodges have
incurred for regalia and jewels, and find that a majority of them have
not expended much, if any, over fifty dollars for this purpose. Some
few have good and expensive regalia and jewels, but there are quite
a number who are contented with that made of dlve cotton and tin,
which may be said to have cost nothing. Such economy, some may
think commendable, but those who take a correct view of it, will
regard it as ridioulous parsimony. A Brother who has had a long
and extensive experience in the regalia business, estimates the
regalia and jewels for the officers of a Lodge, at $100,00, vis:
860 for the former, and $40 for the latter. The aprons for the
members are made of white linen, and need not cost over $3 00
a dozen. Now, what Lodge of Freemasons is too poor to procure
good and suitable regalia and jewels, when they will not cost over
$100. If they have not the funds in the treasury, a small contribu-
tion from each member will be sufficient to make up the amoant, and
it seems to me that pride and respect for the Order should prompt
them to do it.

I have thrown out these remarks for the reflection of our brethren.
Mu