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PREFACE.

Tur. purpose of this work is to furnish an outline History of Freemasonry,
including many facts not before published. Our effort has been to make an
attractive and comprehensive volume, presenting many practical matters not
generally known to the Fraternity. While we have no desire to underestimate
other historic works on Freemasonry, we still claim that there was need for
an entirely new and popular work, which should strictly adhere to the well-
known axiom : “In things essential, unity ; in things doubtful, liberty ; in all
things, charity.” The first step was to secure the services of well-known and
acknowledged specialists, each of whom should give to his work the greatest
care.  This has been successfully accomplished, and the fac-simile signatures
of the leading writers bear testimony to their willingness to stand sponsors for
the work which they have done.

We feel that the book merits the commendation received from a promi-
nent American, who is himself a Masonic historian of eminence, and whose
words we here quote : “I am glad that you are about to furnish the Fraternity
with a History of Freemasonry in one volume, the cost of which will enable a
large number of the Craft to possess themselves of it. The old Histories, of
any and everything save Masonry, — of the days of Anderson and Oliver, —
have led the Brethren astray for, lo, these many years, and worked an infinite
amount of harm.” He then refers to a work in four volumes, and adds:
“This work is so high in price as to preclude the larger number of our
Brethren from getting it.  With the data now accessible and at hand, you
may furnish, in a single octavo volume, the cream of history, —all that is
nceded by the majority.” Brother William James Hughan, the eminent
Masonic Historian of England, says that this book is “ #4¢ American Masonic
work of the nineteenth century.” These quotations are simply types of
many commendations which might be given.

It is not necessary to give any analysis of the subjects treated, as the
a«‘comflan)’ing Table of Contents will show how many and varied are the
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topics discussed, and how thorough has been the work expended upon them.
Myth here gives up its underlying truth. Research clears away the rubbish,
and discloses the sure foundations and majestic arches of a noble structure.
In this work some idols are destroyed, but, in their destruction, nothing is
lost but the fables with which degenerate men have sought to embellish a
truth, the beauty of whose simplicity they could not discern. Under the
leadership of these writers we ascend the rugged steeps, until we stand above
all clouds and look forth upon a majestic landscape of history, whose varied
lights and shades blend to make one grand picture of God-loving, man-serving
fraternity.

The several writers have endeavored to make this book absolutely accurate
in its statements. One of them, speaking of the “ Capitular Rite,” says: “I
hold this, the second half of Division XIII., to be the foundation for an
enlarged history of every Grand Chapter in the United States.” Another,
writing of the Grand Lodge Divisions, remarks, “ I have herein given you the
best work of my life.”” These words give expression to the motive actuating
each one of the entire Board of Editors.

The numerous and Dbeautiful engravings which adorn this work, and its
mechanical excellence, bear testimony to the earnest desire of the Publishers
to spare no cffort or expense necessary to the production of a book which
should prove in every way satisfactory to those interested in the subject
treated.

It would be absurd to claim that the work is without faults ; yet we believe
that with this volume in hand, the Masonic student has at his command the
best thoughts of the largest corps of contributors ever engaged upon such a
work. He certainly has full Statistical Tables never before compiled. The
book as a whole is a vast mine of information, indispensable to every Mason
who desires to be well informed upon the history of this the oldest and most
honorable of all secret fraternities, and the basis of all that have followed it.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tuere is no Society so widely known, and yet really so little known, as
that of the Free and Accepted Masons. Even many of the members of that
Ancient and Honorable Fraternity are strangely uninformed respecting its
eventful past, and although proficiency is attained in regard to what may be
termed the ritualistic portion of its deeply interesting ceremonies, — nowhere
more so than in the United States, — yet, somehow or other, the actual his-
tory of the Craft, extending over a period of some six centuries, and that of
its grand structures, which eloquently speak of its greatness during ages now
fittingly described by the term “time immemorial,” appears to have been
relegated to a back seat, and frequently entirely overlooked.

Now this unfortunate result has been due as much to the lack of suitable
material for study as to the absence of interest in the matter; for I am fully
persuaded that a work brought down to the present time, dealing critically
and impartially with the traditions, records, and degrees, — not too bulky, and
yet sufficiently large to treat of all subjects which would naturally be looked
for in such a volume, — could not fail to be extensively read and become
most useful to the Brotherhood.

Such a book is herewith avjilable, through the spirited action of “ Zke
Fraternity Publishing Company”; for, in the following pages, our ideal of
a handy, condensed history of the Society is fully realized, and all that
any wishful Masonic student could reasonably desire in one volume, —
covering the whole period of Masonic activity, —is amply, clearly, and
accurately set forth, by eminent, zealous, and competent Craftsmen, who
have signed the chapters for which they are alone responsible.

It has been their constant aim, as with the painstaking and indefatigable
Editor-in-Chief, Brother H. L. Stillson, to secure accuracy, variety, and brevity,
without sacrificing aught of general importance to the Fraternity, for whom
they have all so ardently and so conscientiously labored. No work was so
popular, 1772-1846, as William Preston’s * Illustrations of Masonry,” because
rigidly condensed and published in a handy form. It is the confident antici-
pation of the Editors and Publishers of this, ** The History of Freemasonry
and Concordant Orders,” that its reception by the Craft will be equally hearty,
sustained, and still more wide-spread ;: and its conspicuous merits, as they
become known and appreciated, should make it the most popular hook

relating to the Craft throughout the continent.
av
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Neither is the work necessarily for Freemasons alone ; for not a few of the
chapters furnish excellent and suggestive reading for those who would like to
know somewhat of the Brotherhood, either prior to seeking to join its ranks,
or because of this eligible opportunity to peruse a reliable account of so vener-
able and preéminently respectable an Organization, whose name and fame
have been the common property of all enlightened communities for so many
generations.

It seems to me impossible for any one, free from prejudice, and possessing
the necessary intelligence, to rise from the study of this volume without becom-
ing desirous to still farther investigate the history of this wonderful Society,
which has been so loved and cherished by millions of the human race, and
which increases in vitality and usefulness, as the years come and go, through-
out the civilized world.

Some, however, object to secret societies, and maintain that if they are
what they claim to be, they should not thus be restricted as to membership
and thus narrow their influence. At the outset, therefore, it is well to point
out that the Masonic Fraternity is not, strictly speaking, a secret society, for
it has neither secret aims nor constitutions. Everywhere its laws may be
perused by “ friend and foe " alike, and its objects are exclusively those which
are, and always have been, published to the world. It is private rather than
secret ; for, unless it be our esoteric customs, which relate, directly or indi-
rectly, to our universal and special modes of recognition, we have no secrets,
and even as to these needful ceremonies, all “ good men and true " are welcome
to participate in them, on petitioning for initiation, followed by an approved
ballot.

But while a few object to the Fraternity wholly (and unreasonably), because
of its secrecy, others deny its claim to antiquity, and assert that the Free-
masons of to-day date from the second decade of the last century, thus having
no connection whatever with the old Society which was entirely Operative.
This second objection, urged against the continuity of the Organization, par-
ticularly from the sixteenth, throughout, to early in the eighteenth century, is
one that must be met by the production of facts which can be authenticated
by competent critics, whether members of the ¢ Mystic-tie,” or otherwise.

During the last twenty or thirty years, special attention has been directed
to this point by a few of us, in Great Britain and Germany, particularly, the
result being that we have accumulated an immense mass of evidence, which
had hitherto either eluded detection or had not been investigated ; enabling
us to demonstrate the continuity of the Fraternity, Speculative as well as Oper-
alive, throughout the period in question, and entirely overlapping what is known
as the “ Revival,” or reconstruction period of A.D. 1717,

We can now take our stand on actual minutes of lodges, beginning as early
as the year 1599, and presenting an unbroken series of records to the present
year of Grace ; supported on the one hand by copies of the “ Old Charges,”
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and laws, dating from the fourtecenth century, and on the other, by special
regulations of the Craft of some two centuries later. Reproductions and
JSac-similes of many of these invaluable and venerable documents will be found
herewith, or in certain works specified in this volume, and which can be
examined and tested by those interested in tracing the intimate connection
existing betwcen Operative and Speculative Freemasonry, especially during
the seventeenth century, which has been the real crux to elucidate. Practi-
cally, therefore, our readers are placed in the same position, and share the
advantages, of those of us who have seen and copied the precious originals,
about which a few brief words will now be said, so far as the limited space
will permit.

It will be no part of my duty to exhaustively treat of the “ Ancient Mys-
teries,” though Freemasonry, undoubtedly, has adopted and absorbed not a
few of the usages and customs of antiquity. For this reason many have looked
upon the two as continuous developments of one and the same society, but
erroncously so. Unless we are prepared to admit that imitation and adapta-
tion necessarily involve continuity, it must be conceded that the ancient
mysterics are so far removed n point of time from all that is known of Free-
masonry, that it is simply impossible to construct or discover a bridge of
history or theory that can unite the two.

Still, so much have they in common that Brother W. R Singleton's ably
condensed and, withal, exhaustive summary will be welcomed by all Masonic
students, because containing all that is essential to the subject, culled fromy
reliable sources and originally and carefully treated.  His views as to degrees,
however, may require some slight modification in view of recent pronounce-
ments by some of the prominent Craftsmen alluded to, but substantially we
are in full agreement with him as to their modern character, comparatively
speaking.

As respects age and value, the most important documents relating to our
Society are what are known by the title of the “Old Charges,” ranging, as
regards date, over some five centuries; and are peculiar to the Fraternity.
For years they lay neglected in Masonic chests and muniment rooms, and it
was only on the advent of the realistic school of Masonic investigators that
they were brought out from their hiding-places and their contents made public.

Thirty vears ago not a dozen of these invaluable scrolls had been traced,
so little had their evidence been esteemed ; whereas now, over fifty are known,
through the well-directed efforts of diligent Craftsmen, and many of these
have been published by myself and others.

Their testimony varies in regard to trivial matters, but the oldest version,
of the fourteenth century, placed side by side with a roll used by a Lodge
one hundred and fifty years ago, exhibit together so many points of resem-
blance as to demonstrate their common origin and purpose, and prove that they
are practically one and the same.
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1 have fully explained my position in relation to these extraordinary MSS.
in my “ Old Charges of the British Freemasons” (1872) ; and Brother H. L.
Stillson has devoted so much time and attention to their careful study and
description in Part I. (Division IIL.), that a very brief reference to them now
is all that can be permitted. Brother Stillson’s most interesting and accurate
observations and particulars, so usefully abridged and epitomized from the
latest works on the subject, cannot fail to prove exceedingly helpful to our
readers, especially when it is noted that nothing of vital consequence to a
right and comprehensive glance at the subject has been omitted by the inde-
fatigable Editor-in-Chief; and the particulars given are down to date of
publication.

Now, the precise value of these Rolls lies in the fact that they were
employed, generally, by our Masonic ancestors of some two to five and more
centuries ago, during the Ceremony of Initiation. In fact, their being read
to the apprentices, together with what esoteric information may have been
afforded, constituted #ken the whole ceremony of reception, which was simple
though, withal, impressive in character. All known copics are directly or
indirectly of English origin, even those used in Scotland apparently being
derived from that source. They are likewise of a markedly Christian type,
and of themselves are powerful witnesses in favor of the earliest versions being
derived from a prototype, arranged and promulgated under ecclesiastical
supervision and composition.

As time went on, it will be seen that while the legendary portion was
virtually fossilized, the part which recited the Rules for the government of
the Fraternity was gradually added to, until, in like manner, the Regulations
became fixed and practically traditional also. Then they were simply read
as according to ancient usage, but not for present-day practice; as, for
example, in the lodges of carly last century, whose members, while unable
to accept these ““ Old Charges " as their every-day guides, nevertheless, sought
to understand their significance as moral standards, and “ time immemorial ”’
indications of the spirit which should animate them in all their transactions,
as trade and fraternal organizations.  ‘Their influence thus remained, even
long after they ceased to provide the current laws and regulations of the
Brotherhood.

They do not throw much light on the inner workings of the old lodges,
but without their evidence, all would he veritable darkness down to the six-
teenth century ; and henee Brother Stillon has acted zeiselr in devoting so
much space to their examination, and @fverecsfy in choosing as aids such trusty
authorities as Brothers Robert Freke Gould, George William Speth, and others,

It does not appear to me that the text of the oldest of these MSS, warrants
the belief that, at the period of its usage, the Fraternity was in the habit of
employing certain * signs, tokens, and words™ such as was the custom later
on, to secure due recognition as a body wherever ity members might travel. It
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may have been so, but apprentices in any trade were just as much obligated
to keep its mysteries, or privifies, within their own circle, as was the Masonic
organization. It is only as we come down to more modern times that we can
positively affirm that esoteric privileges and customs were connected with
Masonic initiation, wholly distinct and different from that of all other trades.
The “ Melrose MSS.,” however, of A.n. 1581, or earlier (known to us in the
transcript of 1674), contains clear intimation of secrets confined to the Free-
masons, such as “Ye priviledge of ye compass, square, levell, and ye
plum-rule.” (J7de Kalendar of MSS., No. 17.)

That the Lodge from the first was exclusively used by the brethren seems
equally clear, and undoubtedly was kept sacred to the Fratemity, because all
the members were bound to preserve the ar? of building as a monopoly
among themselves. The secret zhen mainly, if not exclusively, was the 2ay
to build ;' and the fled lodges contributed to the preservation of such trade
mysteries, while and wherever the monopolizing tendencies of the *“ Old
Charges” were respected and followed. So long as their injunctions were
obeyed, cowans were unknown ; but, as the regulations became relaxed and
less stringent laws were permitted, there gradually grew up, side by side with
the regularly obligated Brotherhood, another body of operatives, who, in spite
of bitter opposition and lack of prestige, without *“ Old Charges ' or * Mason’s
word,” contrived to hold their own, and eventually broke down the monopoly,
thus paving the way for the purely Speculative Society of modern days.

That Speculative Freemasonry existed as far back as the oldest ¢ Charges ”
preserved, is abundantly confirmed by reference to their text, especially that
of the second oldest MS. ; but it is not likely that the gentlemen and trades-
men who were initiated then, and subsequently, contributed to the overthrow
of the Masonic monopoly. To my mind, they were among its strongest
supporters, and became the means of proyiding funds for the promotion of
strictly lodge work and customs, by payment of increased initiation fees.

Had it not been for the introduction of . Speculative ” membership, that
is, the initiation of gentlemen and others who were not Freemasons, or those
who had no intention of becoming such, as a means of livelihood, — during
the seventcenth century, especially, — it looks as if the Ancient Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons would have ceased to exist long ere this, and its,
history, generally, would well-nigh have been forgotten.

The preservation, therefore, of our time-honored Institution. at a period
when the “Old Charges” almost wholly ceased to be influential as trade
rules and authoritative guides, is due more to the Speculative than to the
Operative portion of the Fraternity, and proves the wisdom of our Masonic
forefathers, in providing for the introduction of other eclements than those

1 We may conclude that the Craft or mnl« ry of architects and Operative Masons was involved
m secrecy, by which a knowledge of their pra actice was carctully exciuded from the acquirement
of all who were not enrolled in their Fraternity.” — Kev, James Dadiauay, 1833
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originally contemplated, by which the permanency and continuity of the Fra-
ternity have been secured to this day.

Unfortunately there are extant no records of actual lodge meetings prior
to the year 1599, so that the exact proportion that the Speculative bore to
the Operative element, in such assemblies, before that period, is more or less
a matter of conjecture, though of its Speculative character, in part, there is
no doubt.

It has long been the fashion to credit certain Church dignitaries with
the honor of designing works erected in England during the period under
consideration, but that opinion has received its guiefus from the hands
of Mr. Wyatt Papworth, who, in his “ Notes on the Superintendents of Eng-
lish Buildings in the Middle Ages” (1887), has demonstrated that “The
Master Masons were, generally, the architects during the medizval period in
England,” and that it is to them we owe those noble structures which are the
admiration of the world.

The Reverend James Dallaway enforced a similar view in 1833, in his
remarkable “ Historical Account of Master and Free Masons,” wherein he
notes that “ The honor, due to the original founders of these edifices, is almost
invariably transferred to the ecclesiastics, under whose patronage they rose,
rather than to the skill and design of the Master Mason, or professional
architect, because the only historians were monks."”

Any remarks of mine, about the importance and spread of Speculative
Freemasonry, are not intended to detract in the slightest degree from the
high estimation in which we should hold the original patrons and preservers
of the art, while it was, to all intents and purposes, an exclusively operative
combination of builders, composed of apprentices, journeymen (or Fellow
Crafts), and Master Masons.

The name or title “ FREE-MasoN" is met with so far back as the fourteenth
century, its precise import at that period being a matter of discussion even at
the present time. The original statute, of A.D. 1350, reads “ Mestre de franche-
peer,” and thus points to the conclusion that a Freemason then was one who
worked in free-stone, and assuredly a superior artisan to another class, who, as
less skilled masons, were employed on rough work only.

It may fairly be assumed that such interpretation applied to the name at
that period, whenever used, and soon became the favored term, in lieu of the
older designatipns ““ cementarius,” or *“ lathomus,” etc.

During the following century the Freemasons are frequently referred to
in contracts, statutes, etc.; and indeed, as Mr. Papworth states (who cites
numerous instances), “ No later examples need be given, for thereafter Mason
and Freemason are terms in constant use down to the present time.” i

The purely fanciful, though ingenious suggestion, that Frec-mason is derived
from frére magon (i.c., Brother Mason), does not commend itself to my judg-
ment, for there is not an old record or minute of any lodge which suppdrts
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such a derivation or illustrates such a usage, and so it is wholly destitute of
confirmation.

It will be manifest, as the evidence of the lodge-records is unfolded, that
though Freemason originally signified a worker on free-stone, it became the
custom, farther on, to apply the term to all Craftsmen who had obtained their
frcedom as Masons to work in lodges with the Fraternity, after due apprentice-
ship and passing as Fellow Crafts.  “Cowans,” no matter how skilful they may
have become, were not Free-masons, and the Scottish Crafts, especially, were
most particular in defining the differences that existed between  freemen * and
“ un-freemen,” in regard to all the trades then under stringent regulations.

The “Schaw Statutes,” Scotland, of A.n. 1599, provided that “ Na Cowains”
work with the Masons; the Masters and Fellows being sworn, annually, to
respect that exclusive rule.  Many of the meetings of the old lodges, in the
seventeenth century, were mostly taken up with resisting the gradual but per-
sistent encroachments of these cowans, who, though the civil guilds and
Masonic authorities were all in league against them, managed to live amid
their foes, and, though not free-Masons were still Masons.  The earliest known
minute of the Lodge of Edinburgh notes an apology for emploving a cowan
(July 31, 1599).

The merchant tailors of Exeter, A.D. 1466, had a regulation in force, that
no one was to have a *“board,” or shop, unless free of the city, and in the
ordinances they are called “ ffree Saweres,” and, likewise, “ firee Brotherys.”
There were three classes, viz.: master tailors, free sewers (or journeymen),
and apprentices.

The * Freemen of the Mystery of Carpenters,” in the city of london
obliged all non-Freemen of their Craft to take up their freedom, or fines were
imposed. On November 5, 1666, we meet with the suggestive term  Free
Carpenters,” and in 1651 “ Free Sawiers,” and, on June 24, 1668, a female
was “made free” of the guild or mystery. On September 5, 1442, the
* Unfree as fireemen” were called upon to defend the “town of Aberdeen.”
The * Seal of Cause " of the ““ Hammermen ” of the same city. April 12, 1496,
recited that no one should “sett up Buth to wyrk within the said Burgh quhill
he be maid an Freeman thairof,” and the “ Chirurgeons” and other profes-
sions and trades “ receiv'd frie-men” as approved candidates, who were thus
“ Frie-Burgesses " accordingly.

The venerable Melrose Lodge, in its first preserved migute, of December
28, 1674, cnacted : “yt w® ever a prentice is mad frie Mason he must pay
four pund Scotts” ; hence we subscquently frequently read in the records
that various men were “entered and rececived fr[free] to y* trade,” and
“ past frie 10 y* trade,” and similar entries.

No matter what the trade, provision was made in olden time “That every
man that is to be made frie-man be examined and provet on their Points,” ete.,
a> illustrated in the “ Regius MS.,” and other “ Old Charges ™ r¢ Masons.
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So that, whether they were the ““Masownys of the luge” (as noted on
June 27, 1483, at Aberdeen), or members of other guilds, “the great aithe
sworne " in those days induced them alike most carefully to provide that their
Crafts be exclusively confined to free-men and brothers, and “ to be leile trew
on all pontis” (Aberdeen, November 22, 1498).

It would be tedious to detail at more length the available evidence respect-
ing the application of the prefix free to the purposes aforesaid, but certainly
the explanation offered as to free Mason, free Carpenter, free Sewer, etc.,
has the merit of being an easy and rational solution confirmed by ancient
records. Suffice it to state that even down so late as the year 1763, the
“Rules and Orders of the Lodge of Free-Masons in the Town of Alnwick,”
provide that “if any Fellows of the Lodge shall, without the cognizance and
approbation of the Master and Wardens, presume to hold private Lodges or
Assemblies with an Intent to.make any Person free of this honourable Lodge,
they shall each forfets to the Box the sum of 3£ 6s. 84.” This lodge, long
extinct, has records preserved from the year 1701, and never joined the Grand
Lodge of England. (Kalendar of MSS., No. 27.)

From the year 1600 (June 8), when a non-operative! or Speculative Free-
mason was present as a member, and attestecd the minutes of the meeting by
his mark (as the operatives), the records are so voluminous and important
of the “ Lodge of Edinburgh” (Mary’s Chapel), and of other old Ateliers in
Scotland, that it is with extreme difficulty a brief selection can be made with
any satisfaction, the wealth of minutes being quite embarrassing. Brother
D. Murray Lyon’'s great work, and numerous volumes besides by other breth-
ren, — especially the Transactions of the ““ Quatuor Coronati ” Lodge, London,
—are brimful of invaluable and trustworthy accounts of the Fraternity, extending
back nearly three centuries.

The Lodge of Edinburgh, No. 1, was regulated in part by the statutes of
1598, promulgated by William Schaw, “ Principal Warden and Chicf Master
of Masons" to King James V1. of Scotland, who succeeded Sir Robert Drum-
mond as Master of Works, in 1583, and died in 1602. There are twenty-two
“Items” or clauses, and, being given in full by Brother Lyon, 1871, and
“ Constitutions " Grand Lodge of 1848, mention now need only be made of
one or two of the more remarkable.

The rules are based on the “ Old Charges,” but altered to suit that period.
They were for all Scotland, and received the consent of the ** Maisteris efter
specifeit.”  Apprentices were to serve seven years at the least, and their being
“maid fallows in Craft " was dependent on passing an examination as to their
operative skill, and Masters were created in like manner, save as to honorary
members. It was enacted

“That na maister or fallow of craft L tessanlt nor adimittit whout the names of sex maisteris

and twa enterit prenteissis, the wardene of that lwdge being ane of the said sex, and that the day of

1 John Boswell, Fag, of A hinlek,
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the ressavyng of the said fallow of craft or maister be orderlie buikit and Ais mame and mark insert
in the said buik wt the names of his sex admitteris and enterit prenteissis, and the names of the
intendaris that salbe chosin.”

An “ assay and sufficient tryall of skill” was a sine gua non of promotion ;
just as in modern days, the examinations in open lodge, preparatory to a higher
degree being conferred, are obligatory, and are the counterparts of the opera-
tive essays of by-gone days. The Masters were “ sworne be thair grit aith”
[great oath] to truly respect the statutes which were officially issued.

From 1600 to 1634, the records of No. 1 are silent as to the admission of
speculatives, but contain entries of apprentices, and admissions of Fellow Crafts
by the “friemen and burgesses " of the lodge.

Apprentices were members, and exercised their privileges as such, just as
the Craftsmen and Masters ; and even attested the elections of members, being
present in lodge, and thus consenting to and acknowledging the receptions of
Craftsmen and Masters. This proves that the passing to superior grades could
not have required any esoteric ceremonies that apprentices were ineligible to
witness.

Special care was exercised in registering the names of the proposers or
“ admitters,” and of the “intendaris” or instructors.  An officer called ¢ Eldest
Entered Prentice,” cven officiated at the passing of Fellow Crafts. The Dea-
con of the lodge was President (called “ Preses,” in 1710), and the Warden
was Treasurer ; but the officers were not uniform in lodges, as in some the
Master is mentioned from 1670.

On July 3, 1634, the Right Honorable Lord Alexander was “ admitit folowe
off the Craft,” and also Sir Alexander Strachan. On December 27, 1636, an
apprentice was duly made, ‘ with the heall consent of the heall masters, frie
mesones of Ednr"”; there being but this one lodge in the city at that time.

Lord Alexander, Fiscount Canada, so Brother Lyon tells us, “ was a young
man of great expectations; but he dissipated a fortune, and endured great
personal hardships, in establishing a colony on the River St. Lawrence.” He
and his brother, admitted on the same day (July 3, 1634), were sons of the
first Earl of Stirling ; Sir Anthony Alexander being Master of Work to King
Charles 1., and so noted in the minutes. Another brother, Henrie Alexander,
was “ admittet ane falowe " on February 16, 1638, and succeeded to the office
of General Warden and Master of Work. He became third Earl of Stirling in
1640, and died ten years later.

General Hamilton was initiated on May 20, 1640, as “ fellow and M™ off
the forsed Craft,” and Dr. William Maxwell was received July 27, 1647. A
remarkable entry of March 2, 1653, calls for mention, as it concerns the
election of a “ Juining member.”

* The qlk day, in presence of Johne Milln deacon, Quentein Thomsone, wardeine, and remnant
brethrene of maisones of the Lodge of Ednr., compeired James Neiisone, maister Skiaitter to his
majestie, being cntered and past in the Lodge of Linlithgow, the said James Nciisone humblic
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desyring to be receiued in to be a member of our Lodg off Edn., which desire the wholl companie
did grant and received him as brother and fellow of our companie; in witness qrof we the wholl
freemen have set our hands or marks.”

Doubtless this application was to enable Brother Neilsone to work for his
living in the city, fortified with the good will and fellowship of the lodge.

Sir Patrick Hume, Bart., “ was admited in as fellow of craft (and Master)
of this lodg,” on December 27, 1667 ; and, three years later, the Right Hon-
orable William Morray [Murray], Justice Depute of Scotland, Walter Pringle,
Advocate, and Sir John Harper were admitted “ Brothers and fellow crafts.”

The Scottish army, having defeated the Royalists at Newburn, in 1640,
advanced and took possession of Newcastle (England), where it remained
for some months, during the deliberations of the Commissioners. In the
army were several members of this Lodge of Edinburgh, who, on May 20,
1641, convened an emergency meeting and admitted or initiated General
Quartermaster Robert Moray [Murray]. On returning to the city some time
afterward, the extraordinary circumstance was duly reported, and as duly
entered on the records, being attested by General Hamilton aforesaid, James
Hamilton, and * Johne Mylnn.”

The John Mylne thus noted represented a family of Craftsmen whose con-
nection with this lodge extended over two hundred years. The third John
Mytne (of Masonic fame), came to Edinburgh in 1616, and belonged to the
lodge. He was Master Mason to Charles I., and resigned that office in favor
of his cldest son, John, who was “made a Fellow craft” in the lodge in Octo-
ber, 1633, and was with the Scottish army 1640-1641. He was Deacon of the
lodge, and Warden in 1636, and frequently reélected to the former office.

His brother Alexander was ¢ passed fellow craft ”” in 1635, and his nephew,
Robert, was “ entered prentice " to him December 27, 1653, and passed as
a Fellow Craft on September 23, 1660.

Robert's eldest son, Hiliam, was a member from December 27, 1681,
« passed " in 1685, and died in 1728.  His eldest son, Zhomas, was admitted
an apprentice December 27, 1721, and was “crafted” in 1729, being the
Master of No. 1, on the formation of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, in 1736.
IV illram Mylne, second son of this brother, was * receaved and entred appren-
tice in the ordinary forme” on December 27, 1750, and was “ passed and
raised operative master,” after exhibiting his due qualifications, on December
20, 1758, e died in 1790,

Thomas, his brother and eldest son to the ‘Thomas Mylne before noted,
became an *apprentice as honorary member,” on January 14, 1554.  He died
in 1811, and was buried in St Paul’s Cathedral, having been its surveyor for
some fifty years,  Thus terminated that family's connection with this vener-
able lodge, which had extended through tive gencrations, beginning early in
the seventeenth century through the representative of the #:50 generation of
that famous family, whose distinguished Masonie career is recited in the Perth
charter of A, 1058,
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In 1688 a schism occurred in No. 1, by a number of members starting a
separate lodge for themselves in the “ Canongate and Leith,” by which name
it has since been known, and is now No. § on the Scottish Roll. The
“ Mother ” was most indignant at such conduct, and tried every means in her
power to thwart the movement, but in vain.

Another swarm, but involving much more serious consequences, occurred
in 1709, and was still more objectionable to No. 1, because the seceders,
generally, were not Masters, but “ Journeymen.” This peculiarity led to the
second offshoot being so named, now well known by that title, as No. 8 on
the Register. Two of its members were imprisoned (who had been admitted
as apprentices in 1694), and all that officialism could do to crush the recalci-
trants was cruelly employed, but utterly failed. Arbitration eventually led to
a suspension of hostilities, and on January 8, 1715, the “ Decreet Arbitral
was made known and certified. By this award the Journeymen were empow-
ered “to meet together by themsclves as a society for giving the Mason's
word ”'; and thus was forever broken down the monoply of the ¢ Incorpora-
tion of Wrights and Masons” of Edinburgh, of A.n. 1475, origin, whose
Master Masons had so long claimed the exclusive right to thus admit Appren-
tices, pass Fellow Crafts, and elect Masters in the ancient Lodge of that city.

“ Mother Lodge Kilwinning, No. 0,” is universally known and respected
throughout the Masonic world. Unfortunately its earliest records are lost,
and have been so for many years, the oldest preserved ranging from Decem-
ber 20, 1642, to December 5, 1758. Its meetings were held in Kilwinning,
Scotland, the jurisdiction of the lodge extending even so far as Glasgow, in
the year 1599. (AKalendar of MSS., No. 14.)

Schaw’s Supplementary Code of 1599 (only discovered in quite recent
times), refers to #hree *“ heid Ludges” in Scotland, “the firs# and principal ”
being that of Edinburgh, the second Atkeinning, and the third S#rling, so
that notwithstanding the present position of *‘ Mother Lodge Kilwinning” as
head of the Scottish Roll as No. o, some three hundred years ago, it was the
second as respects seniority, according to the decision of Schaw. Moreover,
his official award is declared to have been based on evidence * mofourlie
manifest in our awld antient writers.”

The Earl of Cassilis was Master of the Lodge of Kilwinning in 1670, though
enly an apprentice, and was succeeded by Sir Alexander Cunninghame. After
him, the Earl of Eglintoune occupied the Chair, but was simply an apprentice,
and, in 1678, Lord William Cochrane (son of the Earl of Dundonald), was a
Warden. No surprise need be felt at apprentices being thus raised to the
highest position in the lodge, seeing that members of the first grade had to
be present at the passing or making of Craftsmen and Masters, a rule also
enforced and minuted in this lodge December 20, 1643, when the brethren
assembled “in the upper chamber of the dwelling house of Hugh Smithe.”
This most significant fact appears to me to be a permanent barrier against the
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notion that there were separate and independent Masonic degrees in the
seventeenth century, as there were, say, from A.D. 1717. Three grades or
classes are clearly exhibited, just as with other trades, then and now, but no#
esoteric degrees at the reception of Craftsmen (or Journeymen), and Masters,
as some excellent authorities confidently claim.

The phraseology of the records of each lodge is peculiar to itself, though
having much in common. Lodge No. o, for example, December 19, 1646,
minute, states that certain Masons were accepted as “ fellow-brethren to ye
said tred quha bes sworne to ye standart of the said ludge e zitam.” The
Warden is mentioned first on the list of officers present, and the Deacon
next, whereas the reverse is the case in the records of No. 1. Great care was
exercised in the appointment of officers, and even the Clerk, in 1643, took his
“ oath of office,” and others were obligated in like manner.

The popularity of this organization, designated “The Ancient Lodge of
Scotland,” in 1643, has been wide-spread and continuous, consequent mainly
upon its granting so many charters for subordinates. Its earliest child, still
vigorous and healthy, is the “ Canongate Kilwinning,” No. 2, which originated
from the permission given by the venerable parent, December 20, 1677, for
certain of its members, resident in Edinburgh, “To enter receave and pase any
qualified persons that they think fitt in name and behalf of the Ludge of
Kilwinning."

According to custom, the pendicles of this old lodge in Ayrshire, generally
added the name “ Kilwinning " to their designations or titles, and hence the
deseription * St. John's Kilwinning,” which lodge was started by the same
authority in 1678, and is now No. 6, “ Old Kilwinning St. John,” Znzerness.
The Hon, William MelIntosh was the first Master, and the lodge, on Decem-
ber 22, 1737, received a warrant of confirmation from the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, in which it is asserted (respecting Master Masons), without any evi-
dence whaterer, that the members from 1678 *received and entered apprentices,
past Fellow Crafts, and raned Master Masons”  The petition of 1737 is
extant, as agreed to by the lodge, and, 1 need scarcely state, no such prepos-
terous claim was made by the brethren at that time, or since, for there was
in 1078, ne Thind Jegree, Ino 1737 there were some tifty members, mostly
Speculative, so we are informed by Brother Alexander Ross, in 18575,

Brother Robert Wylie gives a list of the charters he has been able to trace
(and copies thereof as far as possible), in his * History of Mother Kilwinning
Lodge,” some thirty five in number,  without exhansting the roll, — down to
1807 (for during a portion ol ity career my esteemed Scottish * Mother ”
acted as a Grand Londge, and pival to that at Edmburghoyindading Zuasazian-
nock Kilwinning  Lodge, Pregrned (v 1388, and - Aeweened Kilwinning
Lodge (A 1775), Vingmia, Amenica; as abo, the * Thgh Knghts Templars
Lodge, Dublin, A.v, 15770

1 Coloncl Moore's remaths as to this Fosh hdge (Diviminn NVTL Y ahou'id be cateti’ oy note 2,
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Other O1d Lodges in Bcotland, all of pre-Grand Lodge origin, that ought
to be noted are : —

(@) No. 3, “Scone and Perth” (its oldest preserved document being of
date December 24, 1658, subscribed to by the “ Maisters, Friemen and Fellow
Crafts off P’erth, ” the lodge being the “ prin' [principal] within the Shyre ).

(#) No. 3 bis, St. John'’s, Glasgow (which is noted in the Incorporation
Records so early as 1613, but did not join the Grand Lodge until 1849-1850),
the lodge possibly being active in 1551 when no Craftsman was allowed to
work in that city unless entered as a Buryess and Freeman, and membership
of the lodge was conditional on entering the Incorporation, its cxclusively
Operative character remaining intact until some fifty years ago.

(¢) No. 9, Dunblane, is credited with having originated in 1696, accord-
ing to the Scottish Register, but it certainly existed prior to that year, though
that is the date of its oldest minute preserved. It was chiefly Speculative
from the first. Viscount Strathalane was the Master in 1696, Alexander
Drummond, Esq., was Warden ; an “ Eldest Fellow Craft,” Clerk, Treasurer,
and an “ Officer " were also elected.

(4) Some lodges lower down on the Scottish Roll go much farther back
than No. 9 ; ¢g., Haddington (*St. John's Kilwinning "), No. 57, dating from
1599, but the evidence for that claim is not apparent, the oldest MS. extant
being of the year 1682, and another is of 1697, both referring to the lodge of
that town.

(¢) One of the most noteworthy and most ancient, with no lack of docu-
mentary testimony in its favor, is the old lodge at Aberdeen, No. 34, with
its “ Mark Book " of A.D. 1670, and a profusion of actual minutes and records
from that year. Its comparatively low position on the register says more for
the unsclfish spirit of its members, last century, than for the justice of the
authorities in settling the numeration.

Out of forty-nine members, whose names are enrolled in the “Mark Book,”
only eight are known to have been Operative Masons, and for certain, the
great majority were Speculative Freemasons. Four noblemen and several
clergymen and other gentlemen were members. Harrie Elphingston, “ Tutor,”
and a *“ Collector of the King's Customs,’”’ was the Master when these extraor-
dinary records were begun, and, save as to two, a/ Aave their marks
regularly registered.! The “names of the successors’ are also duly noted,
and a list of the “ Entered Prenteises,” with their marks, is also inserted,
dating from 1670. The Earl of Errol, one of the members, died at an
advanced age, in 1674. The three classes of Apprentices. Fellow Crafts and
Master Masons were recognized, the statutes of December 23, 1670, being
compiled on the customary lines, only that the Code is more than usually
comprehensive and interesting.  Provision was made for *“ Gentlemen Meas-
sons,” as well as “Handie Craftes prenteises” being initiated, in these old

1 }ide piates of Mur &s from old lodge registers, etc,
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rules, and special care for the due communication of the ¢ Mason-word.”
“ Fees of Honour,” on the assumption of office, were also payable in some of
the old lodges.

(f) “Peebles Kilwinning,” No. 24, seems to have started on October 18,
1716, by its own act and deed, for who was to say nay? The minute of the
event begins with the declaration that, in consequence of the great loss “ the
honorable company of Masons . .. have hitherto sustained by the want of a
lodge, and finding a sufficient number of brethren in this burgh, 4id this
day erect a lodge among themselves.” - A Deacon, Warden, and other officers
were then elected, and, on December 27, “ after prayer,” the several members
present were duly examined. It was Speculative as well as Operative in its
constitution.

(&) “Dumfries Kilwinning,” No. 53, though only dated 1750, in the
Official Register, possesses records back to 1687, and was not, even then,
wholly Operative. Different fees were payable by mechanics, and by “ no
mechanicks,” on initiation, in the seventeenth century.

A noteworthy title occurs in an “ /ndenture betwix Dunde and its Masoun,”
of the year 1536, which is the earliest known instance of a Scottish lodge
being named after a Saint, viz.: “ Our Lady [‘.e., St. Mary's] Loge of Dunde.”
The document is exceedingly curious and valuable, as illustrating the “ald vss
of our luge,” and another of March 11, 1659, is of still more interest, as it con-
tains the rules then agreed to by the “ Frie-Masters (with the concurrence
of the town authorities), which are mostly in accordance with the older laws of
the Craft, and framed with due regard to the privileges of the sons of Freemen.

(#) Other old lodges might be enumerated of the seventeenth century,
such as Atcheson-Haven, with its valuable MS. of A.p. 1666. (AKalendar of
MSS., No. 15.) '

(¢) Banff, with many important minutes of early last century.

(s) Brechin, with rules and records from 1714. (No. 6 enacts that men not
Jreemen, who desire to work in the lodge, shall pay a fee; No. 8 arranges for.
“Joining members "’ ; No. g, Marks to be registered ; and ‘“ Frie-Masters " are
noted as well as free apprentices.) These all (though of a most interesting
character), must be passed over, but the following should be briefly described,
because of their relevancy to the subject under consideration : —

(#) The Lodge of Kelso, No. 58, was resuscitated in 1878, after many
years of dormancy. When it was originally formed cannot now be decided,
but the earliest preserved minutes begin December 27, 1701, when “ the Hon-
orable Lodge assembled under the protection of Saint John.” The Master, in
1702, was George Faa, his death as such being then noted, who was succeeded
by “Sir John Pringall,” an ancestor of the present Sir Norman Pringle, Bart.,
who is a Past Master of No. 92, London.

Brother Vernon's History contains many gems well worth reproduction
herein, if feasible, but not being practicable, I can only hope they will be care-
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fully studied when opportunities arise. This lodge, Speculative as well as
Operative from the year 1701, continued its eventful career down to some
fifty years since, when it fell through for some time. The members obtained
a charter from the Grand lLodge of Scotland in 1754, in which year (June 18),
it was discovered “ That this lodge had attained only to the two degrees of
Apprentice and Fellow Craft, and &now nothing of the Master's part”” ‘This
defect was there and then remedied by the formation of a Master's lodge,
but it is curious to note the fact.

(/) The ancient lodges at Afelrose and Haughfoot are the last of the Scot-
tish series to be referred to now, the preserved records of the former dating
JSrom January 13, 1670/ ‘The members have remained independent of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland down to this year, but arrangements are in progress
for its union with that body as No. 1 &5, being the third in reality, as it
will be preceded by No. o, and No. 1, already described. This happy
event was consummated February 25th, of this year (1891), the Grand Lodge
and the lodge being agreed.

In none of the records are there to be found any references fo three
degrees, until very recent times, the only secret ceremony being at the initia-
tion. The lodge was chiefly, if not exclusively, Operative, and its records are
mainly taken up with the entering of Apprentices, and “ Recesving Free to the
Tread” all eligible members accepted by the brethren.

(m) The lodge at Haughfoot described by the Provincial Grand Secretary
(Brother R. Sanderson), though not of the age of some of the previous
lodges, possesses records from 1702, the first of which, at page 11 of
December 22, 1702, has given rise to much discussion. It reads exactly as
follows, so Brother Sanderson certifies to me : —

*Of entrie as the apprentice did leaving out (the Common Judge). Then they whisper the
word as before, and the Master Mason grips his hand after the ordinary way.”

I fail to find in this excerpt any proof that two or more degrees were
worked at that time ; and if the minute refers to the reception or “ passing
of a Fellow Craft, or Master (then simply official or complimentary positions),
assuredly Apprentices might have been and possibly were present, for the
‘“entrie” was not different to what theirs had been, the word being “as
before,” and the grip was in the *ordinary way.”

On the same day Sir James Scott and five others were “ orderly admitted
Apprentices and Fellow Craft,” in what was termed “the said Society of
Masons and Fellow Craft.”” No references occur to two or more degrees in
any of the old records.

ExGiasp is far behind Scorraxn as respects minutes of old lodges, and
IRFLAND possesses none before the last century, but the former country is
very rich in its collection of the “ Old Charges.”

Of actual lodges in South Britain, we have to come down to 1501 (save the
one already noted at Newcastle of the furmer century), before we meet with
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any minute-books. We are not, however, without information concerning
"English lodge meetings so far back as 1646. Elias Ashmole “ was made a
Freemason at Warrington, in Lancashire, with Coll. Henry Mainwaring, of
Karnicham, in Cheshire,” as he states in his Diary (on October 16, 1646),
which was printed and published in 1717, and again in 1774.

Brother W. H. Rylands declares that, so far as he is able to judge, “ there
is not a scrap of evidence that there was a single Operafive Mason present,”
and, after a thorough examination of the entry, that able writer considers “ #e
whole of the evidence seems fto point quite in the opposite direction.” 1t is
remarkable that the ¢ Sloane MS. No. 3848 (which is a copy of the “ Old
Charges '), bears the same date as this meeting, and it is just possible was
used on that occasion. (Kalendar of MSS., No. 10.)

On March 10, 1682, Ashmole received “a Sumons to app* at a Lodge to
be held the next day, at Masons’ Hall, London.” This noted antiquary duly
attended and witnessed the admission “ into the Fellowship of Free Masons
of Sir William Wilson, Kn#, and five other gentlemen. He was the “ Senior
Fellow among them,” and they all “dyned at the charge of the new-accepted
Masons.” These are the only entries relating to the Craft in this gossipy
Journal, but they are of great value and interest, as will be seen.

In the “ Harleian MS., No. 2054,” which contains another copy of the
“Old Charges"” (at pp. 33—34), is an extraordinary lodge entry (apparently)
of 1650 circa, beginning with “ William Wade w* give for to be a free mason,”
and likewise, what is evidently a reproduction of the oath used at that period,
to keep secret “the words and signes of a free mason.” (No. 9, in Kalendar.)

Over a score of names are noted on one of these folios, and according to
Brother Ryland’s researches (confirmed by my own), it seems certain that
very few of them were connected with the Craft as operatives, if any.

The papers on this subject (a.p. 1882), by the brother just mentioned, are
of his best work in behalf of historical Freemasonry, and cannot be surpassed.
Randle Holme (the #kird’), was the author of the “ Academie of Armory,”
1688, and as a Herald, Deputy to Garter King of Arms for Chester, etc. His
name is one of the twenty-six noted in this unique MS.; and he (Brother
Rylands points out for the first time), in the work aforesaid, speaks of the
antiquity of “ the Fellowship of the Masons,” and acknowledged his member-
ship of the Society so late as 1688. The references are too numerous to be
mentioned now, but they are all of a most important character.

Although Bacon (I.ord Verulam), died in 1626, and Ashmole was not
initiated until twenty years later, it has long been a favorite notion with many
that to the “Rosicrucians” of 1614, ctc., and Bacon's “New Atlantis,” the
Freemasons are mainly indebted for many portions of their modern rituals.
There is certainly much more to be said in support of this view than in regard
to any connection with the Knights Templars down to the early part of last
century. The latter fancy is really not worth consideration ; but two works by
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Mr. W. F. C. Wigston, published recently, on “ Bacon, Shakespeare, and the
Rosicrucians,” etc., and “ Francis Bacon, Poet, Prophet, and Philosopher,”
contain a mass of facts and arguments, all tending in the direction of Rosi-
crucian and Baconian ideas influencing the Masonic Revivalists of 1717. The
inquiry is not one that can be settled off-hand, or in the limits of a few pages ;
but it strikes me that there is still light to be thrown on the origin of modern
Masonic degrees, by a careful study of the evidence accumulated by such
diligent investigators as Mr. Wigston and others, whose labors surely need not
be discredited simply because of the Shakespearian controversy in relation to
Francis Bacon, about which there is, naturally, a difference of opinion.

On this point I have ventured so far as to declare that the “ New Atantis
seems to be, and probably is, the key to the modern rituals of Freemasonry.”
There for the present the question must be left, so far as the writer is con-
cerned. It opens up a very suggestive field of inquiry.

To whom we owe modern Freemasonry of ““ three degrees ” and their addi-
tions, such as the Royal Arch, we know not. I am inclined to credit Drs.
Desaguliers and Anderson with the honor of the first trio, but Brother Gould
is not, and certainly evidence is lacking as to the point.

The transactions at the inauguration of the premier Grand Lodge of the
world, at London, in 1717, were not, unfortunately, duly recorded at the time,
and hence the “ Book of Constitutions,” a.n. 1723, and the earliest minutes
of the Grand Lodge of that year, with Anderson’s account of the meeting in
the second edition of 1738, are practically all we have to guide us.

“Pour 0ld Lodges '’ for ccertain, and probably more, took part in the pro-
ceedings of that eventful gathering, and from that body, so formed, has
sprung, directly or indirectly, every Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons, working three degrees, in the universe.  When these lodges originated
is not known, but some of them, possibly, during the seventeenth century.
There were several other old lodges working, in their own prescriptive right,
in England during the second decade of last century, though they took no
part in the new organization at first.

Of these, one in particular may be noted, which assembled at Alnwick
from an ecarly date, and whose preserved rules and records begin 1j01-
1703. I gave a sketch of this ancient lodge in the Freemason (London),
January 21, 1871, as its regulations of 1701 are of considerable value, its copy
of the *“Old Charges " is still treasured, and its minutes were kept down to
the seventh decade of last century, as already noted.  (No. 27, in Aalendar.)

The Grand Lodge was also petitioned to constitute or regularize many
lodges in London and in the country, but as these all took date from their
recognition, we know lamentably little of their previous carcer. The one at
York, like its fellow at Alnwick, never joined the new body, but preferred
independence, even if it involved isolation. The records of this old lodge
exist from the year 1712, but a roll from 1505 was noted in the inventory of
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1779. When it was inaugurated it is impossible to say, but it may be a
descendant of the lodge which we know was active at York Minster in-the
fourteenth century.

The York brethren started a “ Grand Lodge of a/Z England,” in 1725, and
kept it alive for some twenty years. After a short interval it was revived, in
1761, and continued to work until 1792, when it collapsed. Prior to this
date, several subordinates were chartered. One, possibly, at Scarborough, of
1705, was held under its auspices, and much work was done, but all confined
to England. ‘The serious error of calling the “ A#ho/l” brethren of America
“ York Masons,” has, it is to be hoped, long ceased to be used or tolerated in
the United States.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland, at Dublin, was formed 1728-1729 ; but there
was one held previously at Cork, as the “ Grand Lodge for Munster,” cer-
tainly as early as 1725. The Scottish brethren did not follow the example
set by England until 1736, and then managed to secure Brother William
St. Clair, of Roslin, as their Grand Master, whose ancestors by deeds of ’
A.D. 1600-1628 circa, had been patrons of the Craft but never Grand Masters,
though that distinction has been long claimed as hereditary in that Masonic
family. Brother E. Macbean is now writing as to these points.

Prom this Trio of Grand Lodges, situated in Great Britain, and Ireland,
have sprung all the thousands of lodges, wherever distributed, throughout
the “wide, wide world.” Through their agency, and particularly that of the
“ Military lodges " of last century, the Craft has been planted far and wide.
Though there is evidence to prove that brethren assembled in America, and
probably elsewhere, in lodges, prior to the formation of either of these Grand
Lodges, or quite apart from such influence, as in Philadelphia in 1731, or
earlier, and in New Hampshire, soon afterward (the latter apparently having
their manuscript copy of the “Old Charges”), nothing has ever been dis-
covered, to my knowledge, which connects such meetings with the working of
the historic “ three degrees” of last century origin, and poss-Grand Lodge era.
There were, however, some connecting links between the old régime and the
new, to enable visitations and reciprocal changes of membership to be
indulged in.

Some seven years after the premier GGrand Lodge was launched, authorities
to constitute lLodges were issued for Bath and other cities and towns, and a
few, later, for abroad ; especially through the medium of Provincial Grand
Masters, first appointed in 1725 ¢irca, as at Boston, Massachusetts, in the
year 1733. On this most interesting topic, as respects America, I dare not
dwell, and am unable to offer any opinion on the manner in which it is treated
(owing to the exigencies of printing), by doubtless most competent Craftsmen,
in Divisions V. to X.

My able coadjutor, Brother John Lane, the authority on all such matters,
has, in Division IV., presented an excellent suminary and table of all the
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lodges constituted in America, by either the regular Grand Lodge of England
(sometimes known as the ““ Moderns’), or the rival Grand Lodge, also held
in London (of 1751 origin, and frequently but absurdly styled “ Ancients ),
from 1733 to the formation of the United Grand Lodge, in December, 1813,
and from that period down to the year 1889. The Grand Lodges of Ireland
and Scotland likewise participated in the honor of making Freemasonry known
on the great continent of America, but only slightly so compared with either
of the two rival Grand Lodges in England.

The cosmopolitan basis of the Society thus inaugurated in 1717 does not
appear to have wholly satisfied the Brotherhood. Initiation and membership,
without regard to creed, color, or clime, was an extraordinary departure from
the previous Christian foundation of the Society. FEven at the present time
some (Grand Lodges select all their members from professing Christians only
(though no such condition was laid down on their origin), and many are the
differences between the several governing bodies, while they have sufficient in
common to permit of reciprocal visitation.

I am very much of the opinion of Brother E. T. Carson (of Cincinnati),
that to the dislike of the unsectarian character of the Fraternity from 1719,
is due the origination and spread of Masonic degrees for professing Chris-
tians only, from about 17335, or before. ‘The Knights Templars, the “ Royal
Ondler of Scotland,” and some of the degrees of the * Ancient and Accepted
Rite,” owe much of their vitality to their rituals being wholly based on the
New Testament, and thus exclusively Christian. I regret my inability, from
the cause previously mentioned, to offer at this time any opinion on Divisions
XII. to XV, but the names of the writers are a complete guarantee of their
excellence, value, and reliability.

The comprehensive “ History of the Knights Templars and the Crusades,”
by Bishop Perry, will be eagerly welcomed by the many thousands of brethren
who patronize the “ additional degrees,” and forms a most attractive feature
of Division II.  His deliverance respecting the connection existing between
the modern and ancient Knights Templars should be carefully studied by
those who, like myself, believe it is impossible to bridge over the “ /nterreg-
num " referred to.

Division XVII., by my lamented friend, Colonel Mcleod Moore (Ass Jus?
essay and hkis best), is an able treatise on * British T'emplary,” by a brother
whose knowledge of Chivalric Masonry was unsurpassed ; and, with the pre-
ceding division by Brother Frederic Speed. is of absorbing interest to the
tens of thousands of Masonic Knights Templars in the United States and
Canada, where that degree is so extremely popular.

So far as my experience has gone, 1 have not found that the attention paid
to these extra degrees has, in anv way, diminished the interest taken in the
foundation-ceremonies of the Craft: but, on the contrary, the most zealous
in the one class is generally seen to be the most devoted in the other ; though
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I much wish the number of degrees was lessened, and the cost of the special
regalia and jewels considerably reduced in price. How far it has been
desirable to add to the number of Masonic degrees (so-called) of late years,
opens up a most important question, and one about which some of us hold
very strong opinions. The Editor-in-Chief has thought it necessary to admit
achapter on “The Eastern Star.” Assuredly if this Order is admitted it is in
safe hands when entrusted to Brother Willis D. Engle ; and so also as to the
article on “ The Rosicrucian Society,” by the gifted writer, Brother McClena-
chan, which is found in rather strange company (Division XX.).

The “Cryptic Degrees” (Division XIV.), by Dr. E. Grissom, has been
perused by me with considerable pleasure, and of that treatise, as with the
others, generally, I can affirm without hesitation that the most reliable author-
ities have been consulted, the result being the presentation of able digests,
written with great pains and scrupulous fidelity, relating to the Fraternity in
one form or other, — legendary, ritualistic, historic, — which cannot fail to be
invaluable to the American Brotherhood in particular, and wherever the Society
is rightly appreciated and duly valued.

Not the least important contributions to the #owt ensemble, are Brother
Stillson’s preliminary observations to many of the Divisions, which should be
diligently perused, as effective introductions and aids to their critical study.

Three questions naturally fall to be answered by inquirers anxious to know
somewhat of our great beneficent Society. 1. Whence came Freemasonry?
2. What is it? 3. What is it doing? This splendid volume furnishes replies
to the first and second of these queries, but the third must be lived to be
effective.

Theories prevail, more or less, as to the first two, but in relation to the last
of the trio, right or wrong conduct is involved ; and according to the one or
the other, the world will judge as to what Freemasonry is, and care much
or little as to its origin.

If the votaries of the Craft seek to become living, loving, and loyal
embodiments of the humanly perfect Ideal set before them, and each indi-
vidual member acts as if the honor of the Fraternity was specially entrusted
to his keeping, the continued prosperity of our Brotherhood is assured, and
wide-spread and popular as are its influence and philanthropic work of to-day,
we are as yet far from reaching the limits of this organization, either as
respects numbers or usefulness.

@ -
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Part I.

ANCIENT MASONRY.—THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES, COGNATE
ORDERS OF CHIVALRY, AND THE ¢ OLD CHARGES "
OF FREEMASONS.

t Introductory to the Perfected Organisation of Modern Times.)

INTRODUCTION.
THE Six THEORIES OF “ THE MVYSTERIES.”

Protrsswr FisHER, of Yale University, says: “ The subject of history is
man. History has for its object to record his doings and experiences. It
may then be concisely defined as a narrative of past events in which men
have been concerned. . . . History has been called ¢the biography of a
society.! Biography has to do with the career of an individual. History is
concerned with the successive actions and fortunes of a community ; in its
broadest extent, with the experiences of the human family. It is only when
men are connected by the social bond, and remain so united for a greater or
less period, that there is room for history.”

This is emphatically true of Freemasonry, defined by Brother Rudolph
Sevdel (quoted by Findel), as a union of all unions, an association of men,
bound together in their struggles to attain all that is noble, who desire only
what is true and beautiful, who love and practise virtue for its own sake, —
this is Freemasonry, the most comprehensive of all human confederacies..
From whence came this unique society? It is one of the purposes of this
work to give an intelligent reply to the question; and yet the way is besct
with difficulty, because the truth of its history, the story of its growth to the
present acknowledged grand proportions, is so mixed with legend, with
dubious and contradictory statements, that even Chevalier de Bonneville
contended that the lives of ten men were none too long a period in which to
accomplish the undertaking. The labors of many talented authors, to which
reference is made in the body of this book, have now paved the way so that
in this evening of the nineteenth century it is possible to give a reasonable
assurance of the truth of the facts quoted ; in other words, the rich matenials
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38 ANCIENT MASONRY.

accumulated by the earlier historians of Freemasonry have been so reduced
to order as to bear the test of sound and sober criticism.

The relation which the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons bears to
the Ancient Mysteries has been classified by Dr. Mackey, in his Encyclopadia,
into five principal theories, viz. : —

“The first [to quote his words] is that embraced and taught by Dr.
Oliver, that they are but derivations from that common source, both of them
and of Freemasonry, the Patriarchal mode of worship established by God
himself. With this pure system of truth, he supposes the science of Free-
masonry to have been coéval and identified. But the truths thus revealed by
divinity came at length to be doubted or rejected through the imperfection of
human reason ; and, though the visible symbols were retained in the mysteries
of the Pagan world, their true interpretation was lost.

“There is a second theory, which, leaving the origin of the mysteries to be
sought in the patriarchal doctrines, where Oliver has placed it, finds the
connection between them and Freemasonry commencing at the building of
King Solomon’s Temple. Over the construction of this building, Hiram, the
architect of Tyre, presided. At Tyre the mysteries of Bacchus had been
introduced by the Dionysian Artificers, and into their fraternity, Hiram, in
all probability, had, it is necessarily suggested, been admitted. Freemasonry,
whose tenets had always existed in purity among the immediate descendants
of the Patriarchs, added now to its doctrines the guard of secrecy, which,
as Dr. Oliver remarks, was necessary to preserve them from perversion or
pollution.

““A third theory has been advanced by the Abbé Robin, in which he
connects Freemasonry indirectly with the mysteries, through the intervention of
the Crusaders. In the work already cited, he attempts to deduce, from the
ancient initiations, the orders of chivalry, whose branches, he says, produced
the institution of I‘reemasonry.

“ A fourth theory, and this has been recently [1873] advanced by the
Rev. Mr. King in his treatise ¢ On the Agnostics,’ is that as some of them,
especially those of Mythras, were extended beyond the advent of Christianity,
and even to the commencement of the Middle Ages, they were seized upon
by the secret societies of that period as a model for their organization, and
that through these latter they are to be traced to Freemasonry.

“ But perhaps,” continues Dr. Mackey, “after all, the truest theory is that
which would discard all successive links in a supposed chain of descent from
the mysteries to Freemasonry, and would attribute their close resemblance to
a natural coincidence of human thought. The legend of the Third degree,
and the legends of the Eleusinian, the Cabiric, the Dionysian, the Adonic, and
all the other mysteries, are identical in their object to teach the reality of a
future life ; and this lesson is taught in all by the use of the same symbolism,
and substantially the same scenic representation. And this, not because
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the Masonic Rites are a lineal succession from the Ancient Mysteries, but
because there has been at all times a proneness of the human heart to nourish
the belief in a future life, and the proneness of the human mind is to clothe this
belief in a symbolic dress.  And if there is any other more direct connection
between them, it must be sought for in the Roman Colleges of Artificers, who
did, most probably, exercise some influence over the rising Freemasons of
the early ages, and who, as the contemporaries of the mysteries, were, we may
well suppose, imbued with something of their organization.”

To these five theories we would add a sixth, unless, indeed, it may be said
that ours is but an enlargement of Dr. Mackey's. Concisely stated it is this :
The fundamental principle of Freemasonry is a belief in God. Those who
believe in the Supreme Architect of heaven and earth, the Dispenser of all
good gifts, and the Judge of the quick and the dead (as denominated in
Masonic Monitors), trace, from the creation, a Divine Providence directing
the destiny of man, both in the spiritual and secular domain. From a study
of history, written as well as legendary, we are led to believe that in the latter,
taking on the form of fraternity, this agency has exercised a most potent
{pfluence — following in temporal matters the guidance of the divine govern-
ment in the spiritual affairs of the universe. The changes that have taken
place since the creation of the world, whether we reckon time by the eras
Patnarchal, the Jewish and the Christian, or by periods Prehistoric, Ancient,
the Medizeval and Modern, have all been under the direction of a Divine
dispensation working out for humanity its noblest attainments, as well for
“the life that now is, as for that which is to come.” This great conserva-
tional force is well expressed as a recognition of the Fatherhood of God and
the Brotherhood of Man. It was not the sole motive of man, in ages past, to
seck the future life; there was édrotherhood here, whether it existed as
* mysteries,” “ socicties,” or, as later, fraternal organizations among men. In
support of this theory, the late Dean Stanley said: “Whatever tended to
break down the barriers of national and race antipathy, and to produce unity,
and a sense of unity among men, paved the way for a just appreciation of
enlightened civilization, and a highly cultured state of society, when they
should appear, and would serve to help on their progress.” It is evident,
therefore, that in some form the fundamentals which we call fraternit have
ulways existed in a more or less imperative organism.

If this is true, we account for or explain the theories of Anderson, Oliver,
and other early historians, who claim Freemasonry to have been coéval with
creation, and afford at the same time a reconciliatory foundation upon which
to plant the Fraternity of modern times; for, this principle once admitted,
the evolution of degrees in the English, American, Scottish, and other rites,
proves that the mind of the Craft was in a transitionary stage until a very late
date. Transitional, indeed, but natural and following the Divine impulse :
for, o repeat, the Ancient Mysteries were aids to progress and civilization,
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and sources of moral life.! The ideal became actual, and, in process of time,
the inception of the equality of man, his dignity and destiny, became incarnate
and fixed and permanent institutions. The social idea, connected with
religious ideas, became embodied in organisms, established for human
instruction, for growth and development. The governments of nations have
passed through all these phases until we now possess the English Constitutional
Monarchy (placed firs?, because the oldest), and the American Republic, as
examples of the most advanced and beneficent systems.

An ethnological point of view will divide this subject into “ Eastern” and
“ Western,” — the Orient and thc Occident,— and the chronological arrange-
* ment will coincide with the epochs when extraordinary changes took place, by
turning-points in the course of events, rather than to any definite quantities of
time, to determine the dividing lines.

THE EpITOR-IN-CHIEF.

1 It will be seen that many of their customs are ours to-day in Church. State. and society.
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THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES.

4 Treatise on the Eastern European, African, and Asiatic Mysteries; the
Occultism of the Orient; the Western European Architects and Operative
Masons in Britain, commonly called the Antiguities, and Legendary
Traditions of the Craft to the Close of the Operative Period im 171;.

By Wu. R. SINGLETON, 33°,
Grand Secretary, M . W ... Grand Lodge, District of Columéia.

CHAPTER 1.
THE DivINE PraN. — MyTHOLOGY.

Preface. — The compiler of the following pages on the “ Mysteries ' has
made free use of notes accumulated by him in the past twenty-five years, in
connection with extracts from such authors as were within his reach for the
last four months. Many extracts from his notes are not credited to their
proper authors, because the writers consulted had neglected to mention the
original authors, and, in many instances, their information had been derived
from very ancient sources.

There is, therefore, no claim made for originality in these chapters ; for, as
has been well said by another, in archeology, “ what is new is not true, and
what is true is not new.”

The compiler has endeavored to condense as much as possible all that is
essential in the treatment of this subject, and yet he has far exceeded the
limit assigned to him, and much valuable matter had to be omitted.

Our main purpose in complying with the invitation to write on the subject
of the Ancient Mysteries has been to communicate such information as the
writer had accumulated for himself, in the many vears which he had devoted
to this study ; and to collate, as it were, the thoughts and conclusions of those
who were best qualified to write upon the subject. and who had published
many volumes, which are to be found in all of vur public libranies.

41
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42 ANCIENT MASONRY.

The Divine Plan. —

** A survey of Nature, and the observation of her beautiful proportions, first determined man to
imitate the Divine plan and study symmetry and order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to
every useful art.” — Masonic Monitor.

The survey or observation of Nature shows us that all objects within our
immediate knowledge belong to one or other of the three natural kingdoms,
— mineral, vegetable, and animal.

When, in the beginning, by the fiat of the great Creator, matter was called
into existence, the elements of these three kingdomns were then created, or
they had existed from a/ eternity.

To us it is evident that they do exist now. The student “ may curiously
trace Nature through her various windings to her most concealed recesses,
and may discover the power, the wisdom, and the beneficence (wisdom,
power, and harmony), of the Grand Artificer of the Universe, and view with
delight the proportions which connect this vast machine ; he may demonstrate
how the planets move in their different orbits and perform their various
revolutions.” All those worlds around us which can be seen by the naked
eye, as also the myriads of others only to be discovered by the most powerful
telescopes, ¢ were framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll through the
vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same unerring law of Nature.”

By the revelations of science, the student has learned that the bodies which
give us their light are composed of the same primitive elements as the one on
which we dwell, the component parts of which can be subjected to analysis,
and by which we have been enabled to reduce all known matter to about
sixty-four elementary substances.

These, when thus reduced, belong to the mineral kingdom, and are inert
of themselves. From them are derived all the varieties of the vegetable
kingdom by the forces of natural laws operating upon them.

From the substances thus produced in the vegetable kingdom are derived
all those elements that enter into the matter which constitutes the animal
kingdom.

These substances, — viz. : the mineral, vegetable, and animal,— when in a
primary condition, are all inert matter, and can be acted upon integrally by
forces differing from themselves in very esscntial particulars.

To certain, if not all, mineral substances the laws of affinity and repulsion
can be applied, whereby the very nature of cach can be diametrically altered.
An acid substance and an alkali, when combined, at once change their
conditions and form a third substance differing from either; and so on in all
chemical analyses and synthcses.

In the vegetable world there is a force of Nature by which the mineral
substances are converted into vegetable fibre.

The substances which constitute animal tissues would never be thus
converted without the force of itality.
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The vegetable product, after living and growing, ceases to grow and to live
when the vital force decays and leaves it, and it becomes resolved into its
original mineral element.

The body of an animal when deprived of its vitality soon dissolves, becomes
disintegrated, and these particles pass into the air or earth, and as minerals
enter into new combinations.

Has any scientist ever discovered the u/tima ratio of the chemical law of
affinity in the mineral, or of the law of vitality in the vegetable and animal
worlds? Yet they are there, acting, and have been ever since these several
substances were created or existed.

Man belongs to the animal kingdom ; is said to be at the summit of that
kingdom, and the most perfect in his structure of all created or existing
things.

A. He is composed of a series of dualisms : —
a. He is an organized being.
4. He has zutality, whereby his organisms may perform their proper functions, and without
which they could not.
B. a. He is a being having vital organs in full opcration.
4. He has a spiritual nature.
C. Hu spiritual nature is divided into: —
a. Reason,
4. Sentiment.
a. He has reasoning faculties whereby he is able to judge as to facts, and draw legitimate
conclusions therefrom for his guidance 1n ali matters of moment to his existence.
&. He has an instincgive sense of social relations, whereby he manifests certain qualities
distinct from his reason, which govern lim in his conduct toward his fellows, and
also in regard to himself, which ali wrniters on ethics divide into
1. To his Creater,
Duties: — - 2. To his neighbor,
3 To himeei,

It is a self-evident proposition, that within man there are two positive
forces stimulating him to action, viz.: the physical and the spiritual. The
spiritual is manifestly separable into intellectual or reasoning faculties, and the
moral or sentimental faculties.

If we admit, as we most certainly must, that there was a Creator of al!
things, that Creator must be the governor of all, and consequently infinite 1in
all the attributes necessary for the administration of his government.  This
implies his spinituality, and with it the supervision of both branches of the
spirituality of man, — his reason and his sentiment.

Consequently, we have no right to atrophy cither one of these. In the
exercise of our faculties we are naturally obligated to conserve the one as well
as the other.

When we consider the laws by which each set of these is governed, we
discover them to be opposite to cach other, or antinomian in character, yet
not necessarily antagonistic. They appertain to the same axis, but are at
upposite poles ; so that when any one shall attempt to occupy his mind upon
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spiritual matters, and confine himself to the purely argumentative questions,
and deny every proposition, unless logically proven, he atrophies all the
sentimental or moral phases, which necessarily must enter into every spiritual
question. On the other hand, this is also true of those who confine their
examination entirely to the sentimental or moral end of such investigation.

The following arrangement will demonstrate more clearly what has just been
stated as a proposition : —

AN.TINOMIES
OF THE
SPIRITUALLITY OF MAN.
REASON : SENTIMENT
WISDOM SUPERSTITION
PHILOSOPHY RELIGION
POWER SERVITUDE
DEMONSTRATION SUPERNATURAL
HARMONY DIVERSITY
FINITE INDEFINITE INFINITE
IN
MAN
To Acknowledge GOD an Act of WILL I To Love GOD an Act of SENTIMENT
All of these ANTINOMIES are Conciliated
IN
FA{TH
LIBERTY Controlled by Al.JTHORITY
GOD ABSOLUTE MAN CONTINGENT
Immutable, Immultipliable DIVEPSITY VARIABILITY
UNITY Expansion Engendered
Square Invariable, not Engendered Compasses
of B JUSTICE of
REASON 5 REASON MERCY
and ‘/53 MONAD an.d
. FAITH FAITH
Virtue Tntegrity MERCY
GooD, BEAUTIFUL, TRUE, represent GOD who is the FOcUs of ALL PERFECTIONS,
DEDUCTIVE INDUCTIVE

The junction of the
MONAD with the DUAD

The different positions of Points of Compasses give
LIGHT, MORE LIGHT, PERFECT LIGHT.
UNION of the Compasses of FAITH, above the Square of REASON, on the HOLY BIBLE,

} constitutes UNION, and GENERATION results.

GENERATES
The Compasses Demonstrate
of The Promises of
Mercy GOD
above to all who TRUST
in HIM.

SQUARE of JUSTICE
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The Square, Compasses, and the Holy Bible may be said to represent the Three Revela-
«ons, viz.: of Nature, of the Old Dispensation, and of the New. The Square indicates the religion
of Nature, wherein the Justice of the Almighty Creator, without respect of persons, required the
fulfilment of every duty, and is represented by the Square covering the Compasses, and indicates
the natural law. The Square covering only one point shows the Mosaic dispensation, wherein the
law given at Sinai provided for a partial atonement; whercas, the two points being above the
Square, indicates that the Compasses of Mercy have been extended to the perfect angle; and by
the revelation in full, contained in the Bible, we discover perfect light, in the great ATONE-
MENT made for all MANKIND, and the MERCY of GOD prevailing over and satisfving his
JUSTICE, indicates the full accomplishment of his promises to ADAM.

‘The following sentiments from J. B. Gould have been arranged in a tabular form for
convenience ; —

RELIGION, SYNTHESNIS
OF
THOUGHT AND SENTIMENT.
Representation of a Philosophic ldea;
Reposes on some Hypothesis :

Furst, full of vigor, and is on the alert to win converts,
The Hypothesis is acquiesced in, and received as final,
The signification evaporates.

Priests were anciently Philosophers;
Philosophy alone is not Religion;

Sentiment alone is not Religion.,

Religion is based on intel igible principle.

It teaches that principle as Dogma, and exhubits it in Worship, applies it in Disciphne :

MIND SPIRIT BODY
OF
RELIGION,

The Philosophers were not always capable of preserving their intellectual superiority; their
doctrine became meaningless and a pure speculation, which gradually cut its way out of rehigion
and left it an empty shell of ritual observances, void of vital principles.

RELIGION,

* Expression of an idea™; * Notion of a great cause.” Man conceives an [DEAL, which
becomes an object of devotion; hence, —

Originally El-Elohim, GOD, Javeh or Jehovah,

I
If REASON ( 7Aought) and AFFECTION (Semtiment)

be not Coordinated
|
RELIGION
becomes
!
PHILOSOPHY or MysriCisM
|
(Specuiation) or FLometionalism
| S Newlimentsiism
AGNOSTICISM or I Nuperitition
i sometimes
Idealism 1 | ( Extravagant Mysticism
Positivism I | ! or
Any other ISM to atrophy per somal/ i ) Abject Terrorism
responsibility ! | when all reason is atropdied

The Aspirations of the HIZAK T must be contrul ed

Reason and Inteligence HUMANIZED 1 the Aftectons,



46 ANCIENT MASONRY.

From the known history of mankind, extending back into the earliest ages,
when man was yet in a semi-barbarous state, there are evidences that he was
constantly reaching out of himself, if happily he could find a SOMEWHAT upon
which he could rely, to relieve him of the oppressive load he was constantly
bearing in this life, however happily situated he might be in his worldly and
social relations. From the daily observation of himself and his fellow-man he
was confident that there must be somewhere some one, or a something, vastly
superior in all particulars to himself or his race.

Primal man formed an i¢dolon, predicated upon the best qualities of man-
kind as demonstrated to him, and magnified those qualities to the nth power,
and then he made a god and bowed down to him or to 7#

This was fetichism — a very natural religion. It prevails extensively at the
present day throughout the world ; and, in the Christian church now, in the
nineteenth century, Christians are constantly engaged in fetich worship,
unwittingly indeed, but nevertheless too true. It is not confined to any one
church, as it was at one time, but its influence has so spread abroad that every
church is more or less tinctured with it.

Accepting the * Great Light,” which all Masons do, as the revealed will of
God to man, and his INESTIMABLE gift, it is a legitimate reference, in any history
which may be written, to trace the connection of the Masonic Association of
the modern era with those institutions from the earliest ages, which were of
a secret character, and which were designed, as modern Masonry is, not only
for the benefit of the immediate members thereof, but mediately for all
mankind.

Therefore, considering the first five books of the Old Testament as having
been written by the authority of the G.©.A..O...T.-.U.-, the account therein
given of the disobedience of the first pair, commonly known as the parents
of the human race, must be received as correct. This disobedience was brought
about at the solicitation of the serpent, as it is translated in all the versions
of the Bible. :

The curse, so-called, against all parties was then pronounced, as found in
Genesis, chapter iii., verses 14 to 19, inclusive.

In the fifteenth verse God said: “ And I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; 1t shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise /s heel.”

From the incidents thus graphically, though briefly, stated in chapter iii. of
Genesis have sprung all the religions and mysteries of the world; and the
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Ez7i/, and also the Zree of Life, with the
Serpent, have been the foundation of the Tree and Serpent worship which
have prevailed more extensively over every part of the world than any other
form of false worship.

The fall of man and his reinstatement are the germs of all the religious
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superstitions in every part of the earth, and the object of this treatise is to
demonstrate the following propositions : —

FIRST. “ Man lost his first estate, and it was necessary thata Divine Mediator and Saviour should
come on earth, and, by his death, restore man to his pristine condition, and reconcile him to
his Creator.”

SECOND, No other possible plan could reconcile man to God than by a Mediator of DIVINE AND
HUMAN NATURE COMBINED, who is represented in all the ancient religious rites, as well as in
Christianity, by the name of Christos, the Anointed One, in some form or other.

From the genealogy of the fifth chapter of Genesis we learn the foliowing emphatic statemcer*

0 the Hebrew names of the first ten patriarchs, whose names we translate into English ; —

Adam ... ... Man

Seth. ...t Placed
Enos................ (ma)......... Wretched
Cainan............coeiviiiinnn.. Condition
Ma-ha-la-le-el......... (tAe)......... Blessed God
Jared............ (descending or). .. .Shall descend
Eaoch................ ... ‘Teaching
Methuselah.......... (that)......... His death produces
Lamech............. (Lo the)........ Poor, debased or stricken
Noah.......covvviiiiiiiiiia, Rest and ¢ usolation.

It will be our effort to demonstrate the above two propositions from the
history of initiation of all the ancient nations in every part of the world, and
that Christianity, established by the coming of Christ, his death, and his
resurrection, were the perfection of the Divine Plan, and culmination of all
the mysteries which had preceded the AnVENT, DEATH, and RESTORATION of the
PerrecT CHRIsTOS, promised in the Garden of Eden, and which had been
attempted to be represented in all of those preceding mysteries ; and which, in
the case of the true CHRISTUS, was a fulfilment of the promise, and a verification
of the successive names of the Patriarchs from Adam to Noah. The arrange-
ment of these names we dare not consider as being fortuitous.

Max Miiller in his ** Chips " says (Vol. 11 pp. 4, 5): —

“ \What then gives life to the study of antiquity? \What compels men, in the midst of these
busy times, to sacrifice their leisure to studies apparently so unattractive and useless, if not the
conviction that in order to obey tie Delphic commandment (know thyself), in order to know
what man is, we ought to know what man has been?

* This is a view as forcign to the mind of Socrates as any of the principles of inductive phi-
losophy by which men like Columbus, Leonardo da Vincei, Copermicus, Kepler, Bacon, and Gallileo
regenerated and invigorated the intellectual life of modern Europe.  If we grant to Socrates, that
the chief object of philosophy is, that man should know himself, we should hardly consider his
means of arriving at this knowledge adequate to so high an aim. To his mind, man was preem-
inently the individual, without any reference to its being but one manifsstation of a power, or us
he might have s-id, of an idea, realized in, and through, an endiess variety of human souls.

** He is ever sceking to so've the history of human nature by brooding over his own mind, by
watching the secret workings of the soul, by analyzing the organs of knowiedge, and by trying to
determine their proper limits, and, thus the last result of hx philosnphy was, that he knew but
one thing, and this was, that he knew nothing.  To us man 1s no longer this solitary being, com-
plete 1n itself and seif-sufficient; man, to us, 1s a brother among brothers, a member of a class, of
a genus, or a kind, and therefore intelligible onlv with reference to his equals.

“ Where the Greek saw barbanians, we see brethren; where the Greek saw heroes and demi-
gods, we see our parents and ancestors; where the Greek saw nations 150rn) we sewe mankind,
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toiling and suffering, separated by oceans, divided by language, and severed by natural enmity, —
yet evermore tending, under a divine control, towards the fulfilment of that inscrutable purpose
for which the world was created, and man placed in it, bearing the image  GOD. History,
therefore, with its dusty and moldering pages, is to us as sacred a volume as the book of nature.
In both we read, or we try to read, the reflex the laws and thoughts of a Divine .vVisdom.”

According to Wilkinson, th: Monad or Single Deity was placed above and
apart from the Triads, and the great gods of the Egyptian Pantheon were the
deified attributes of the “ ONE.”

The same idea of a Monad, even of a triple Deity, was admitted by some
of the Greeks into their system of philosophy; and Amelius says: The
Demiurge (or Creator), is triple, and the three “Intellects” are the three
kings ; he who exists, he who possesses, and he who beholds. These three
Intellects, therefore, he supposes to be the Demiurge, the same with the
three kings of Plato, and with the three whom Orpheus celebrates under the
names of Phanes, OQuranus, and Cronus, though according to him the Demiurge
is more particularly Phanes.

The Orphic trinity consisted of Metis, Phanes or Eros, Ericapaeus. *
Life Will or Light or
Life Giving Counsel Love
From Acusilaus,
Metis Eros Ether
From Hesiod,
Earth Eros Tartarus
From Pherecydes of Lyros, )
Fire Water Spirit or air
From Sidonians,
Cronus Love Cloudy-darkness
From Phcenicians,
Ulomus Chusorus ' The Egg
From Chaldean and Persian, — Oracles of Zoroaster,
Fire Sun Ether
Fire Light Ether
From Later Platonists,
Power Intellect Father, Soul, or Spitit

By ancient theologists, according to Macrobius, the sun was invoked in the
mysteries as

Power of Light of Spirit of
the World the World the World

And to this may be added, from Sanconiatho, the three sons of
Fire Light ' Flame
Plutarch gives

Intelligence Matter Kosmos, Beauty, Order, or World
The FIRST being the same as Plato’s SECOND THIRD
IDEA Mother
Exemplar Nurse Offspring
or Receptacle of Production

Father Generation
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Of these three, Intelligence, Matter, and Kosmos, he says: Universal
nature may be considered to be made up, and there is reason to conclude
that the Egyptians were wont to liken this nafure to what they called the

most beautiful and perfect triangle, the same as Plato himself does in
the nuptial diagram h: has intro- duced into his “ Commonwealth.”
Now in this triangle, which is rectangular, the perpendicular is
imagined equal to 4, the base to be 3,and hypothenuse to be s.

In which scheme the perpendicular represents the masculine nature, the
hase the feminine, and the hypothenuse the offspring of both. Accordingly
the first will apply to Osiris, or prime cause ; the second to Isis, the receptive
power ; and the last to Orus, or effect _f the other two. For three is the base
number composed of even and odd ; four is a square, whose side is equal to
the even number two ; but five, being generated as it were out of both the
preceding numbers, two and three, may be said to bear an equal relation to
both, as to its common parents. So again, the mere word which signifies the
* Universe of Being " is f a similar sound with this number, xdrra, xévre, as
to count five is made use of for counting in general. Hence the square of the
hypothenuse is equal to the squares of the others added together.

The word “ wxepuwrdoacfas” is taken for counting by the five fingers. The
Egyptians sometimes represented the number five by a star having five rays,
because Horopollo pretends that it is the number of the planets.

This star represents Gob, all that is
pure, virtuous, and good, when repre-
sented with one point upward: but
when turned with one point down it
represents Eviw, all that is opposed to
the good, pure, and virtucus; in fine,
it represents the GOAT of MENDEs.

Systems of Philosophy and Religion. — The belief in a Supreme Power
is inherent in every human being; and, so thoroughly interwoven with our
nature is this sentiment, that it is impossible for any one, at any period of life,
wholly to divest himself of it.

When the reflecting man looks around upon all the objects about him, the
question naturally arises : “ What has called this world into existence? Why
Joes it exist, and what is its ultimate destiny? Nay, why do I exist, and what
will become of me after death?"”

The answers to these questions, if possible, can only be given by, and
through, a long course of philosophical investigation. These questions have
been the study of the ablest men from the carliest ages, and have given rise
to all the various systems of philosophy and religion, which have prevailed in
all ume, beginning with the first man, and coming down to our own day and
generation.

As soon as mankind recognized the relations between themselves and a
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Creator, and acknowledged moral responsibility to a Supreme Moral Gov-
emor, then Religion became a pertinent fact, and systems of religion were
introduced, whereby, in an objective form, their subjectivity could be outwardly
made manifest.

These systems are divided into Monotheism and Polytheism: the latter
includes Dualism and Tritheism. The lowest grade of Polytheism is Fetich-
ism, or idolatry, which teaches the worship of inanimate nature, stocks and
stones, and the work of the hands of men. Next is Pyrolatry, or worship of
fire ; and Sabaism, or worship of the stars and other heavenly bodies.

The first step of the legislator would be to pretend a mission and revela-
tion from some God : thus— Amasis and Mneves, lawgivers of the Egyptians,
pretended to receive their laws from Mercury (Thoth) ; Zoroaster of the
Bactrians, and Zamolxis, lawgiver of the Getes, from Vesta; Zathraustes
of the Aramaspi, from a good Spirit or Genius: and all propagated the
doctrine of future rewards and punishments.

Rhadamanthus and Minos, Lawgivers of Crete, and Lycaon of Arcadia,
pretended to an intercourse with Jupiter; Triptolemus of Athens affected to
be inspired by Ceres; Pythagoras and Zaleucus, for the Crotonians and
Locrians, ascribed their institutions to Minerva ; Lycurgus of Sparta acted by
direction of Apollo; and Romulus and Numa of Rome put themselves under
the guidance of Consus and the goddess Egeria. The same method was
followed in the great outlying empires.

The first of the Chinese monarchs was called “ Fag-Four " — ¢ The Son of
Heaven.” The Royal Commentaries of Peru inform us that the founders of
that empire were Manco Copac and his wife and sister, “ Coya Mama,” who
proclaimed themselves to be the son and daughter of the Sun, sent to reduce
mankind from their savage and bestial life to one of order and society. (How
like the myths of Osiris and Isis —Sun and Moon.) Tuesco, the founder of
the German nations, pretended to be sent upon the same message, as appears
from his mame, which signifies the “interpreter of the gods.” Thor and
Odin, the lawgivers of the Western Goths, laid claim to inspiration and even
to divinity, and they have given the names to two of the days of the week.

The revelations of Mahomet are well known. The race of inspired law-
givers seems to have ended with (ienghis Khan, the founder of the Mogul
Empire, until, in our day, the Nauvoo prophet, Joseph Smith, found his plates
and started the Latter Day Saints.! Such was the universal custom of the
ancient world, —to make prophets, and then gods, of their first leaders.

Plato makes legislation to have been derived from God : and the constant
epithets to kings in Homer are Dro-geners, “ born of the gods,” and Dio-
trephers, “ bred or tutored by the gods.”

1 It may be of interest in a work on the history of Masonry to state that he became a Mason, and
with others obtained a charter from the Grand Lodge of Illinois, and at Nauvoo initiated nearly
all of the Mormons; and it became necessary for the Grand l.odge to arrest the charter in
consequence of the great irregularities in that lodge,
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Plutarch, in “Isis and Osiris,” says: “ It was a most ancient opinion,
derived as well by lawgivers as divines, that the world was not made by
chance, neither did one cause govern all things without opposition.”

This was the doctrine of Zoroaster, in which were taught the two opposite
principles by which the world was governed. * In the *“Oriental Religions,”
by Samuel Johnson, volume devoted to Persia, the author gives a thorough
examination of this particular subject.

Zeleucus of Locria says, in the preface to his laws, that —

** Every one should be firmly persuaded of the being and existence of the gods, which he will
be readily induced to entertain when he contemplates the heavens, regards the world, and observes

the disposition, order, and harmony of the universe, which can neither be the work of blind chance
or man; and these gods are to be worshipped as the cause of all the real good we enjoy.”

Charondas, Plato, and Cicero introduced their laws with the sanction of
religion.

The Ancient Sages, as well as lawgivers, were unanimous that the doctrine
of rewards and punishments was necessary to the well-being of society.

‘The Atheists, from the vastness of the social use of religion, concluded it
to be an invention of State ; and the Theist, from that confessed utility, labored
to prove it of divine origin.

“To give a detail of the discourses would be to transcribe antiquity; for with this begins
and ends everyvthing they teach and explain, of morals, government, human nature, and civil
policy.”

It is supposed by most authors that the First and Original Mysteries were
those of Isis and Osiris in Egypt.  Zoroaster brought them into Persia ; Cad-
mus and Inachus, into Greece at large ; Orpheus, into Thrace ; Melampsus,
into Athens.

As these Mysteries were to Isis and Osiris in Egypt, so they were to My-
thras in Asia: in Samothrace, to the Mother of the Gods; in Beeotia to
Bacchus ; in Cyprus to Venus ; in C'rete to Jupiter; in Athens to Ceres and
Proserpine ; in Amphura to Castor and Pollux ; in Lemnos to Vulcan, etc.

The most noted were the Orphic, Bacchic, FEleusinian, Samothracian,
Cabiric, and Mithriac.

It was agreed by Origen and Celsus that the Mysteries taught the future
life. as also the Christian doctrine of the eternal punishment of the wicked.

It was taught that the initiated would be happier than other mortals. Their
souls winged their flight directly to the happy islands and the habitations of
the gods. This doctrine was necessary for the support of the Mysteries, as
they were for the doctrine.

Plato says it was the design of initiation to restore the soul to that state
from whence all fell, as from its native seat of perfection.

Epictetus said : * Thus the Mysteries become useful ; thus we scize the
true spirit of them, when we begin to apprehend that everything therein was
wnstituted by the ancients for instruction and amendment of life.”
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All persons who were candidates for initiation into any of these Mysteries
were required to produce evidence of their fitness by due inquiry into their
previous life and character, the same as the Roman Catholic Confessional,
which was derived from it.

The Eleusinian stood open to nore who did not approach the gods with
a pure and holy worship, which was originally an indispensable condition
observed in common by all the Mysteries, and instituted by Bacchus or Osiris,
himself the inventor of them, who initiated none but virtuous and pious men ;
and it was required to have a prepared purity of mind and disposition, as previ-
ously ordered in the sacrifices, or in prayers, in approaching the Mysteries.

Proclus says that “The Mysteries drew the souls from a material and
sensual life, and joined them in communion with the gods.”

Pythagoras had been initiated into the Cretan Mysteries and had contin-
ued in the “Idean cave three times nine days.”

“The wisest and best of the Pagan world invariably held that the Mysteries were instituted
pure, and proposed the noblest end by the worthiest means.”

We now refer to Isaiah xlv. 15: “ Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself,
O God of Israel, the Saviour.” This was said with great propriety of the Creator
of the Universe, the subject of the Aporrketa or “Secret” in all the Myste-
ries throughout the Gentile world, and particularly of those of Mythras in that
country which was the scene of the prophecy.

God addresses himself to the Jewish people: “I have not spoken in secret,
in a dark place of the earth; I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me
in vain.”

He was taught among them in a different manner from participation of his
nature to a few select Gentiles, in the Mysteries celebrated in secret and dark
subterranean places.

Eusebius says that for the Hebrew people alone was reserved the honor
of being initiated into the knowledge of God, the Creator of all things, and
of being instructed in the practice of true piety towards him.

This leads to the explanation of those oracles of Apollo, quoted by Euse-
bius from Porphyry: “The way to the knowledge of the Divine Nature is
extremely rugged, and of difficult ascent; the entrance is secured by brazen
gates, opening to the adventurer, and the winding roads to be passed through,
impossible to be described. These to the vast benefit of mankind were first
marked out by the Egyptians.” (We here discover the rough and rugged road
of the R. A.)

The Second : True Wisdom was the lot of the Chaldeans and Hebrews,
who worshipped the Governor of the World, the self-existent Deity, with pure
and holy rites. He who proclaims himself to be M, “ Existence Absolute,”
which is the Infinite itself, is incomprehensible to the finite mind.

THe TrutH: “ Truth and general Utility coincide ; i.e., Truth is productive
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of Utility, and Utility is indicative of Truth, and this from the nature of the
case. The observing of Truth is acting as things are ; disappointments pro-
ceed from acting as things are not. Whenever we find general Utility, we may
know it for the product of Truth, which it indicates. The consequence is that
Religion, or the idea of relation between the Creature and the Creator, is true.”
* There is in heaven a light

Whose goodly shine makes the

Creator visible to all created,

That in seeing him alone

Have peace; and in a circle

Spread so far that the

Circumference were too loose

A zone to girdle in the Sun.” — DANTE.

Advent of Mythology. — In the earliest ages, men were accustomed to
speak of the phenomena of nature as they appeared to them ; and, as their
language in common conversation was almost invariably tropical,' the figures
used by them, having a well-known allusion to common events, in process of
time became the myths and fables which prevailed among all the peoples who
derived their descent from the original stock, and finally spread over the
whole race of man.

We are indebted to the students of philology and ethnology for our
present knowledge of the philosuphy in the mythologies of all the Eastern
natons of antiquity ; and, from the great originals in the countries which were
occupied by the descendants of the three sons of Noah, we have been enabled
to explain most of the myths which gave rise to the names so well known and
recognized in classic ‘Greece and Rome. Nearly all of the principal names
can be traced back, philologically, to the first inhabitants of that country, now
designated as 4ryva Varta, and which has given rise to the term Aryan as
applied to one of the three principal races into which ethnologists now divide
all the descendants of Noah.

At the present day we say the sun rises and the sun sets, although we well
know that these are terms only and not true. Those ancient men said, *“ Qur
friend the sun is dead ; will he come back again?” and when the next day
they saw him, “they rejoiced because he brought back their light and their
life with him.” Knowing very little about themselves, and nothing at all of the
things which they saw in the world around them, they fancied that everything
had the same kind of life which they had themselves. [In this way they came
to think that the sun and stars, the rivers and streams, could see and feel and
think, and that they shone and moved of their own accord.” Hence. every-
thing around them was alive, and instead of saving, “The morning comes
before the rising of the sun: and evening twilight follows sunset ;" they said,
“ The sun is the lover of the dawn, and was longing to overtake her ; and is kill-
ing her with his bright rays, which shone like spears.”

1 Tropes, a figure,
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Of the clouds, which move along the sky, they said “they were the
cows of the sun, which were driven by the children every morning to their
pastures in the blue fields of heaven.” At sunset they said “ the dawn, with
its soft and tender light, had come to soothe her son, or her husband, in his
dying hour.” The sun to them “ was the child of darkness, and in the morn-
ing he wove for his bride in the heavens a fairy net-work of clouds, which
reappeared when she came back to him in the evening.” They spoke of him
as a “friend of man,” when he shone with a pleasant warmth ; when, by his
great heat, he brought a drought, ‘“ the sun was slaying his children,” or that
some one else “ was driving his chariot.” When dark clouds rested over the
earth without giving rain, the terrible being called “ the serpent or dragon was
confining the waters in a prison house.” When they heard the thunder roll,
this ¢ hateful monster was uttering his hard riddles” ; and when the rain came,
the bright sun had slain his enemy, and brought a stream of life for the thirsty
earth. For the purpose of illustrating what we have above written, a few
examples will be produced.

Mythology. — A collection of the various tales, or properly legends, which
referred to gods, heroes, demons, and other beings whose names were handed
down from generation to generation, and passed from tribes to nationms, is
called mythology.

Every nation has had its myths and legends, even down to the present day
in various parts of the earth, and a very close resemblance is found among
them in their principal gods and heroes. As stated above, our best scholars
have traced out by philology the principal names in all of these myths, and
have located their origin in the land where the various nations of Europe,
the North of Africa, and Western, Middle, and Southern Asia, were once con-
gregated under the roof-trees in Arya Varta, and from which centre the
various waves of emigration started to people all those countries. It is not
surprising, therefore, that even in the nineteenth century and in America we
find in our English and other modern languages the identical household
words which were used in that distant land thousands of years ago. Max
Miiller tells us in his Preface to the Lectures on the Vedas: —

*In the language of mankind, in which everything new is old, and everything old is new, an
inexhaustible mine has been discovered for researches of this kind. IL.anguage still bears the
impress of the earliest thoughts of man; obliterated, it may be, buried under new thoughts, yet
here and there still recoverable in their sharp original outline. The growth of language is contin-
uous, and by continuing our researches backward from the most modern to the most ancient
strata, the very elements and roots of human speech have been reached, and with them the ele-
ments and roots of human thought. \What lies beyond the beginnings of language, however
interesting it may be to the physiologist, does not yet belong to the history of man, in the true
and original sense of that word. MAN means the thinker, and the first manifestation of thought
is speech.

* But more surprising than the continuity of the growth of language is the continuity in the
growth of religion. Of religion, too, as of language, it may be said that in it everything new is old,

and everything old is new, and that therc has been no entirely new religion since the beginning of
the world. The elements and roots of religion were there as far back as we can trace the history
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of man; and the history of religion, like the history of ianguage, shows us throughout a succession
of new combinations of the same radical clements.  An intuition of God, a sense of human weak-
ness and dependence, a belicf in the divine government of the world, a distinction between good
and evil, and a hope of a better lifc, — these are some of the radical elements of all religions.
‘Though sometimes hidden, they risc again and again to the surface. Though frequently distorted,
they tend again and again to their perfect form.™

St. Augustine himself, in accordance with this idea, said : “ What is now
called the Christian religion has existed among the ancients, and was not
absent from the beginning of the human race, until Christ came in the flesh;
from which time the true religion, which existed already, began to be called
Christian.”  [August. Retr. 1. 13.]

Christ himself said to the Centurion of Capernaum: “ Many shall come
from the east and the west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.”

By the recovery of the canonical books of three of the principal religions
of the ancient world —viz. : the Veda, the Zend-Avesta, and Tripitika — access
has been gained to the most authentic documents, whereby to study the relig-
wons of the Brahmans, Zoroastrians, and Buddhists, and a discovery made
of the real origin of the Gireek, Roman, ‘T'eutonic, Slavonic, and Celtic mythol-
ogy ; and, as Miiller says, “ It has become possible to separate the truly
religious ¢lements in the sacred traditions of these nations from the mytholog-
ical crust by which they are surrounded, and thus to gain a clearer insight
into the real faith of the Aryan world.”

In the proper study of comparative mythology we are forcibly impressed
with the close resemblance, in all the most important features, in the various
nations of Greece, Rome, India, Persia, Scandinavia, Germany, etc., and we
must conclude that they were derived from one common, original source, and
that it was their habit of speaking of all the natural phenomena in the words
and phrases used by these ancient tribes ; and, in course of time, from gen-
eration to generation, the meanings of these words and phrases which were
common nouns being entirely lost, they came to represent persons supposed
to have existed and acted as described, and this has heen proved by the fact
that many names in Greek and Iatin have no meaning. but are perfectly intel-
ligible in the languages originally used.  Such names as Argynnis, Phoroneus,
Frinys, have no meaning in Greek. In India they are explained: Erinys
means the dawn as it ¢reeps along the <ky ; Argynnis, the morning brilliance ;
and Phoroneus, the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>