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Publisher’s Note

Y HE first edition of this work was printed in Oc-

tober 1914 (under the title of “Chivalry and the
Wounded ”), and four thousand copies carried swiftly to
many parts of the Empire a vivid picture of nine cen-
turies of heroic achievement, compressed into one
hundred pages. “An excellent book,” wrote Field-
Marshal Sir Evelyn Wood, V.C.: “few soldiers could
have surpassed this narrative of the military exploits of
the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem.”

This new and enlarged edition, with its concentrated
yet comprehensive account of the labours of the Order
during the four epic years of the Great War, is further
improved by a detailed Index and two illustrations.

SeSARID.

1922.
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The Hospitallers of St. John

of Jerusalem

PR C A9 955

PART 1
IN PALESTINE ; 1014-1187

N time of peace, the many-sided present
and our plans and forecasts for the future
may make us forgetful of the past; but when
war reveals us clearly to ourselves, we realize
that from the past comes much of our courage,
inspiration, and hope.

Long-dead but ever-living heroes are the
invisible leaders whose exploits, sacrifices, and
achievements spur us into action, and awake
in us a spirit of honourable emulation. When
they aspired so high, and fought and toiled
with such unbroken vigour, such ardent faith,
and such unqualified devotion, can we bear to
confess that we in comparison are cold and
languid? Rather we would claim that the
past, present, and future are all one, and that
though “ Time destroys the cuirass on which

B

Insgpiration
from the Past.
The inextin-
guishable Spirit
of Chivalry.
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2 THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN

the lances and swords were blunted,” the
eternal spirit of chivalry has never been
extinguished, and burns to-day with a bright
steady light.

In this connection it is of vital interest to
recall the history of the Hospitallers of St.
John of Jerusalem—nearly five hundred
years of magnificent moral and material
achievement, a slow and melancholy decline,
and final extinction as a religious and military
community; and then in our own day a re-
creation of the Order in civilian and lay form.

It was in the early years of the eleventh
century that some rich Neapolitan merchants
founded and endowed a hospital for the Latin
pilgrims who thronged to Jerusalem to pray
at the Holy Sepulchre.

Jerusalem long previously had fallen from
the nerveless hands of the Byzantine Christians
into the grasp of the vigorous Mahomedans,
those mighty warriors who had captured
Damascus, Antioch, and Syria, and conquered
Egypt, Media, Korassan, and Mesopotamia—
who had overrun the northern coast of Africa,
and in Europe had by the force of their resist-
less arms won Cyprus, Rhodes, Sicily, Candia,
and Malta, and had established themselves as
Kings in Spain and Portugal.

~ The enterprising and benevolent Christian

Establishment
of a Christian
Hospital in
Mahomedan
Jerusalem,1014.

merchants who obtained permission from the
Moslem Caliph to build their Hospital in
Jerusalem should be remembered as the pre-
cursors of the Knights Hospitaller of St. John,
whose institutions extended subsequently
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throughout the civilized world, and attained a
moral distinction and a practical utility which
it is hardly possible to over-estimate.

The Hospital was in two sections, one for .-
men and one for women; and all the chief
cities in Italy and the South of Europe gave
liberal donations for the continued mainten-
ance of this place of refuge for sick or weary
pilgrims. During the Saracenic rule the
institution was not molested; but when the
Saracen Mahomedans after four centuries of Jerusalem
dominion were in their turn overpowered by Saptured by the
the ferocious Turcomans from beyond the e, i
Caspian Sea, a most disastrous epoch was
inaugurated for all the Christians.

Under early mediaeval conditions of trans-
port, a pilgrimage to Jerusalem had never been
an easyundertaking ; but during the Turcoman
régime it became fraught with incalculable
dangers; and the few pilgrims who survived
to return to Europe borewitness to the hideous
tortures and revolting cruelties which un-
offending Christians suffered at the hands of Sufferings of the
the barbarian conquerors. Chyetisnn,

Thus it was that indignation on behalf of
the pilgrims led to the Crusades, which were
to be such an important factor in the history
of mediaeval civilization.

An attempted Crusade led by Peter the Failure of
Hermit failed tragically, for Peter—though he Peaceful
had been a knight—Ilacked military ability. P e g
But his followers did not die in vain, for their Hermit.
sufferings and overthrow aroused the Latin
nations.

-
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In rogg the flower of Christian chivalry, an
allied army speaking sixteen different lan-
guages, and composed of 600,000 Horse and
100,000 Foot, advanced from Constantinople;
and after capturing in rapid succession Nicea,
Antioch, Tarsus, and Edessa, the Crusaders
on June the 7th appeared before the walls of
Jerusalem and summoned the Turcoman
Governor to surrender.

This personage retaliated by thrusting into
prison all the Christians within the city,
amongst them the Rector of the Hospital of
St. John, the saintly and generous Peter
Gérard, who had extended his services as
freely to sick “ infidels ’ as to his friends and
fellow Christians.

While Gérard languished helplessly in a
foul dungeon, echoes of the terrific combat
must have reached him. The Turks were
making a resistance so prolonged and stubborn
that they seemed invincible ; and the Christian
soldiers would have been most grievously
disheartened but for the unbreakable valour
and resolution of their leaders, Godfrey de
Bouillon, Tancred, and Raymond of Toulouse.

The Barons and Captains, to give example to
their men, put themselves always to the fore in
places of the greatest danger. . . . And women,
who could bear no arms, ran with jars of water to
the assaulting host and gave them to drink,

admonishing them the while to serve our Lord with
all their might.*

A procession of pilgrims went fasting to the

* Chronicle of William of Tyre, ch. clxxxiii.
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Mount of Olivet, and “in much great
anguish ”’ poured out their hearts in prayer
for the deliverance of Jerusalem.,

At last, on the morning of Friday, July the
19th, after six weeks siege, the entire Christian
host felt  marvellous boldness,”” for a saintly
hermit from Mount Olivet had seen in a vision
that ‘‘ this same day Our Lord would help his
soldiers ” and crown with victory their
arduous and exhausting struggle.*

Thus inspirited, they carried the city by
storm ; and Godfrey de Bouillon—the gallant
Commander-in-Chief—was the first to hoist
his banner on the battlements.

Then came a heavy reckoning for the
Turcomans. The torturers of Christian pil-
grims were held to deserve no mercy:

Much blood was shed . .. and the streets of
the town were covered with dead men—in such
wise that it was great pity to see, had they not
been of the enemies of Our Lord Jesus Christ.t

As the surrounding country was still swarm-
ing with armed enemies, the conquerors,
vigilant even in the first flush of triumph, set
guards to keep the gates and watch from the
battlements. Then the victorious leaders laid
aside their armour, and walked barefoot to
the Holy Sepulchre, in ecstasy of solemn joy
and thanksgiving.

Godfrey de Bouillon was elected King of
Jerusalem; but, though he accepted the

* Chronicle of William of Tyre, ch. clxxxiv.
t 2bid., ch. clxxxvi.

Storming of
Jerusalem,
Triumph of
Godfrey de
Bouillon,

19 July x0990.
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responsibility, he refused the title, saying that
he would never wear a crown of gold where
his Saviour had worn a crown of thorns.
Then came a period of peace and prosperity
for the Hospitallers. Duke Godfrey, express-
ing fervent appreciation of their skill and
devotion in tending the wounded, endowed

.them with the revenues of one of his richest

manors in Brabant—an example followed by
a number of the other Frankish noblemen.

Thus encouraged and supported, the Rector
Gérard organized the Hospitallers into a
regularly constituted religious Order, to be
clad in a black habit adorned with a white
cross of eight points. Branch hospitals were
established in many of the maritime provinces
of Europe, so that pilgrims could be sheltered
and tended while awaiting transport to the
Holy Land.

In 1113 the Pope formally recognized the
Order. Five years afterwards the saintly
Rector died, and was succeeded by Raymond
du Puy, a French noble, distinguished,
vigorous, and clear-sighted. He pointed out
to the brethren that it did not suffice to live
piously and give medical aid to pilgrims. Con-
sidering the continued power and energy of
the Moslems, and the constant dangers still
menacing all Christian travellers, the Hos-
pitallers should not only be ready to live in
the service of invalids and pilgrims, but will-
ing!if necessary to die in their defence.
“ Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends’ ; and
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—taking a lesson from the past, when the
Byzantine Christians so ignominiously lost
Jerusalem because their courage and vitality
had waned—Raymond du Puy adjured his
followers to pledge themselves not only to
chastity and obedience as hitherto, but also
vow to support the cause of Christianity even
to the last drop of their blood.

Thus was founded the world-famous Order
of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem,
destined to become the bulwark of Chris-
tendom, an Order whose gallant exploits and
strenuous achievements form one of the most,
brilliant and heroic chapters in the history of
the world.

The Order was reconstructed with three
divisions :—Knights of Justice, Chaplains, and
Serving Brothers. There were also Dames of
St. John; and in France, England, Italy, and
Spain, and subsequently in Portugal, they
founded and supervised hospitals in which
the poor and needy could meet with tender
and compassionate care and service. The
Knights and Dames were required to be of
noble birth; and it is typical of the spirit of
chivalry that membership of this Order “ for
the service of mankind”’ was an honour for
which the proudest and most famous families
competed eagerly. Great feudal lords, many
of them in the prime of life and endowed with
every worldly advantage—wealth, strength,
power, and remarkable abilities—did not
hesitate to pledge themselves to perpetual
celibacy, and to renounce their personal

‘“ Men for War,
Men for Prayer,
Men for Work.”

The Dames of
St. John, their
devoted services
to the sick and
poor.

Zeal of Chris-
tian Knights
and Ladies for
the service of
mankind.
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property, devoting to the Order all their
revenues. (Very wide of the truth is the
current notion that philanthropy is a modern
invention!)

The Rule of the Order of St. John was so
austere that it may seem a counsel of perfec-
tion. Sometimes the reality fell short of the
ideal. But the European recognition of an
ideal founded upon self-sacrifice, and em-
bodying the essential principle of chivalry—
the readiness of the strong to protect the
weak—redeemed an age when otherwise
brutality and cruelty would have prevailed
throughout the world.

If we compare the Jerusalem of Nero’s day
with the Jerusalem of the Knights of St. John,
it becomes obvious that Christian chivalry had
been an enormous force in the moral progress
of the human race.

So brilliant had been the series of victories
gained by the leaders of the first Crusade, so
vigorous and valiant were the Knights and
men-at-arms, that it seemed as if they
would consolidate their conquests. But early
in the following century the elements of dis-
union crept into the camp, and gradually but
surely undermined the very foundations of the
Christian rule.

The Knights Hospitaller formed an honour-
able exception ; they showed unbroken loyalty
to their faith, their Order, and their beloved
Grand Master. But their merited renown
aroused a widespread jealousy, such jealousy
as mediocre men are all too apt to feel to-
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wards heroes whose ardent service and austere
self-sacrifice appear a tacit reproach to every
idler, egoist, or political adventurer.

The promoters of the second Crusade,
Conrad of the Germanic States, Louis VII of
France, and the Greek Emperor Manuel Com-
nenus, looked grudgingly upon the exploits
and the prestige of the Military Orders, and,
instead of following up the advantages gained
by the Hospitallers and their rivals the
Knights Templar, these misguided monarchs
fell to disputing the division of spoils which
they were never destined to obtain. Their
undignified animosities led to the vain
sacrifice of 150,000 men, and the lowering of
the Christian reputation throughout the East.

The wane and final extinction of the Latin
Kingdom of Jerusalem makes melancholy
reading, the more melancholy because its
lessons are of universal significance, and are as
applicable now as on the lamentable day when
—near the sacred Lake Tiberias—the Hos-
pitallers were destined to die gallantly,
willingly, heroically, for the cause they had
been powerless to save.

In 1152 they succeeded in preventing
Jerusalem from falling back into the hands
of Moslem warriors; but the disaster was
postponed, not finally averted.

In the Sultan Saladin they had an adversary
who not only was endowed with rare intel-
lectual abilities and brilliant military genius,
but was further inspired by religious ardour;
‘ Jerusalem,” he subsequently wrote to

Second
Crusade, 1149.
Disputes and
animosity
among the
Leaders.

Ignominious
end of the
Second
Crusade, 1149.

In 1152 the
Knights
Hospitaller save
Jerusalem from
reconquest by
the Saracens.

Religious and
political ambi-
tions of Saladin.
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Richard Cceur de Lion, “is as much to us
Mahomedans as it can be to you Christians,
and more. It is the place whence our Prophet
made his night ascent to Heaven, and it will
be the gathering place of our Nation at the
Great Judgment.”

To win back Jerusalem was Saladin’s
supreme ambition, and to this end he made
ready—devoting his whole heart and mind to
preparation for the day when Christian
dissension would make it possible for him to
strike the decisive blow.

Meantime, King Baldwin IV of Jerusalem,
though only about twenty years of age, was
so shattered by the ravages of leprosy
that he could no longer bear the burden of his
kingly office. On abdicating, he appointed
his infant nephew Baldwin his successor; and
an old chronicler relates how

Coronation of the King bade crown the child; so they took him
Baldwin V, to the Holy Sepulchre and crowned him. And
Christian King because the child was so small they put him into
of Jerusalem, the arms of a Knight to be carried into the Temple
Ngvember LSt of the Lord.

1183.

But, mindful of the warning, “Woe to the
land whose King is a child,” Baldwin IV
CountRaymond chose as Regent his kinsman Count Raymond
‘;{eg'l;ﬁf‘f’g; e of Tripoli, Lord of Tiberias, one of the very
Infant King.  few who still clung faithfully to the old ideals
of chivalrous devotion, and held himself
haughtily ‘aloof from base indulgences and
paltry self-interested intrigues.
i Son of Count Raymond I of Tripoli, and
of Odierna, that beautiful Princess whose
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“great excellence and virtue’’ are commemor-
ated in one of the most romantic of mediaeval
traditions,* Raymond II was destined to a
troubled life and tragic death. His father had
been assassinated by a Saracen fanatic; but
for Raymond was reserved the still more
melancholy fate of being betrayed by one of
his own race and world.

Among the various aspirants to the crown
of Jerusalem was a certain Guy de Lusignan
—a Frankish knight of ancient family but
mediocre ability—who, unhappily for his
fellow Crusaders, was more concerned in
forwarding his personal ambition than in
working for the glory of Christianity.

Count Raymond of Tripoli—who (through
his mother) was grandson of King Baldwin II,
and (on his father’s side) the representative
of Raymond of Toulouse, one of the heroes of
the first siege of Jerusalem—was a probable
candidate for the crown if the feeble life of
little Baldwin V were to flicker out. Guy de
Lusignan therefore set to work to sow distrust
of Raymond—an undertaking in which he
was deplorably successful.

Clear-sighted, outspoken, and uncompro-
mising, Raymond was too sincere to flatter,
too haughty to dissemble, and too proud to
compete against Guy’s unchivalrous arts of
insinuation and suggestion.

The increasing degeneracy of the Christians
at this period is denounced in the plainest

* ¢The Lady of Tripoli,” by Michael J. Barrington (1910).

Guy de
Lusignan,
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language by a contemporary chronicler,
Geoffrey de Vinsauf:

In the year of the Incarnate Word 1187, when
Urban III held the government of the Apostolic
See, and Frederick was Emperor of Germany, when
Isaac was reigning at Constantinople, Philip in
France, Henry in England, and William in Sicily,
the Lord’s hand fell heavy upon his people, if
indeed itis right to call Zzs people those whom .
the foulness of their vices had alienated from
his favour . .. Corruption became so diffused
throughout the land of Syria that other nations
now drew an example of uncleanness from the
same source which formerly had supplied them
with the elements of spiritual truth. For this cause,
therefore, the Lord, seeing the land of his birth
and passion sunk into an abyss of turpitude, . . .
suffered Saladin to put forth his might to the
destruction of an unworthy people. . .

The approaching disaster was heralded by divers
strange events, famine, earthquakes, and eclipses
both of the Sun and of the Moon ; and by . .
mighty wind that shook the earth, foreshadowing
the lamentable wars and griefs which were to harass
and afflict the world.

The death of the fragile child-King, the
organized election of Guy de Lusignan as
King of Jerusalem, and the retirement of
Raymond to his own estates, formed the
prologue to the tragic struggle in which
Lusignan’s complacent incompetence was
fated to bring about an irretrievable disaster.

In 1187 Saladin judged the time had come
to lay siege to Acre, the chief seaport of
Christian Syria. Here again the military
Orders, Templars and Hospitallers, proved
how unimpaired was their high standard of
efficiency and valour. A night attack from
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the Hospitallers surprised and scattered the
forces of Saladin; and, though the Mahome-
dans made a vigorous rally and fought like
lions, the Hospitallers compelled them to
abandon the siege. The victory was gained at
an enormous cost of life, and among the dead
lay the heroic Grand Master.

The Moslems too had lost heavily; but
whereas the Christian armies were disunited
even in success, their adversary Saladin was
gifted with that power of control and that
magnetic charm which enables a general to
keep up the courage and ardour of his
followers even in defeat. His triumph was
not long to be deferred. Beaten back from
Acre, he marched rapidly on Tiberias, the
capital of Galilee. The townsfolk yielded
almost at once, but the garrison, inspired and
commanded by the heroic Countess of Tripoli,
resolutely held the citadel.

The Christian forces, led by Guy de
Lusignan, then mustered at Sappharia, three
miles north of Nazareth and seventeen east
of Acre. Excepting perhaps the Templars
and Hospitallers, there seems to have been
only one amongst them endowed with military
discernment, and this was Raymond, Count of
Tripoli. To the amazement of the Council of
War, he opposed their plan of marching
immediately to the rescue of his Countess in
the beleaguered stronghold.

Though an attacking force usually has the
advantage, he pleaded that the peculiar cir-
cumstances demanded a defensive line of

Successful
Defence of Acre
by the Knights
Hospitaller.
Death of the
Grand Master.

The Countess of
Tripoli heroic-
ally holds the
Fortress of
Tiberias after
Saladin has
entered the
City.

Disinterested
Advice of
Raymond of
Tripoli.
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action, at a moment when it would be folly
rather than valour to hazard the fate of Syrian
Christendom upon ajsingle battle under
conditions so disadvantageous. Tiberias was
sixteen miles across a desolate hill-district
now devoid of water, and Count Raymond
maintained that to march the army by that
drought-stricken route would be to court
disaster. On the other hand, to wait at
Sappharia, where food and water were
abundant, and to lure Saladin to attack the
Christians in a position of their own selecting,
was obviously the wisest strategy.

“ Even if I lose my wife, retainers and city,”
said Raymond, “so be it. Rather would I
endure this calamity than see the entire
country fall back under Saracen rule.”

Had King Guy been able to forego his
jealousy of Raymond, victory might yet have
crowned the Christian arms; but he encour-
aged the Barons to denounce Count Raymond
as a ‘‘ traitor,” and at dawn he gave the fatal
order to set out for Tiberias.

On the march, the Franks were harassed
incessantly by Saracen skirmishers and horse-
bowmen; and suffering acutely (as Raymond
had predicted) from heat and thirst, they were
dispirited and drooping before they even came
within sight of Saladin’s main force.

The advance had manifestly been a hideous
blunder; but, as it was too late to retreat,
Count Raymond implored King Guy to press
on as rapidly as possible. The Lake of
Tiberias, he said, was now only three or four
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miles distant, and must certainly be reached
before nightfall if the army was to slake its
thirst and be in fit condition to attack the
besiegers of the city on the morrow. But Guy,
incorrigibly perverse, halted the entire force
and gave the command to encamp for the
night. There was no food and not a drop of
water.

‘“ Alas,” said Raymond, “ the war is ended ;
we are delivered over to death, and the realm
is ruined.”

Then under cover of darkness the foe
came up, and all night poured their hail of
arrows in upon the weary Franks: “ God fed
the Christians with the bread of affliction and
gave them to drink without stint of the cup of
repentance till the dawn of tribulation came
again.”’*

Next morning Guy sounded trumpets for
the advance, but the situation was irretriev-
able. Saladin’s hosts encircled the doomed
Christians on all sides; and though Count
Raymond’s vanguard and the Hospitallers
and Templars did all that mortal men could
do to conquer in the face of fearful odds, the
enemy had so signal an advantage in general-
ship, position, and numbers, that only one
result was possible.

Before sunset King Guy was a prisoner in
Saladin’s camp.

A prisoner also was Count Raymond. And
whereas Guy, whose folly caused the terrible

* Chronicles of Ralph of Coggeshall, p. 223.

Battle of
Tiberias.
Crushing Defeat
of the Christian
Army under
Guy de
Lusignan, 1187.
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disaster, was destined to survive and be
crowned King of Cyprus, Raymond, who had
foreseen and done his utmost to prevent the
ruin of the Christian force, did not live long
after its downfall. He died of a broken heart
within a few weeks of the fatal battle. More
sympathetic than King Guy, the victorious
Sultan gave to his captive the admiration one
gallant warrior feels for another, and granted
a safe-conduct to the Countess of Tripoli that
she might comfort her lord during his sorrow-
ful last hours.

As for the Hospitallers, their newly-elected
Grand Master was mortally wounded, and the
defeated Knights fulfilled their vow to shed
the last drop of their blood in defence of their
faith. Saladin offered them freedom, wealth,
and glory if they would renounce the Cross.
They answered they would choose rather to
die. And he took them at their word.

Then came hordes of Parthians, Bedouins,
Medes, Arabs, and Egyptians, to swell the
already enormous armies of the conqueror;
and Jerusalem, after only twelve days’
resistance, capitulated to the warriors of the
triumphant Sultan.

The golden cross was taken down from the
Temple, and, after eighty-eight years of
Christian guardianship, the Sepulchre of
Christ fell once more into the hands of the
Mahomedans.




PART II
IN PALESTINE: 1187—1291

N his hour of complete triumph, Saladin
showed a degree of mercy rare in Oriental
conquerors. After allowing the garrison to
march out with the honours of war, he per-
mitted the few Knights Hospitaller who had
remained in Jerusalem to ransom the poor
townsfolk, who otherwise would have been
sold into slavery; and he granted the request
of the Hospitallers that ten of their number
should wait in the city until their sick and
wounded were sufficiently healed to bear the
hazard and fatigue of transit.

It was a sorrowful day when the Knights
and Chaplains and the Serving Brethren were
obliged to abandon the stately buildings which
for seventy years had been the home of their
Order and a haven of refuge for many
sufferers. Their beautiful Church of St. John

_the Baptist was converted by the Saracens
into a madhouse; the Church of St. Mary
Magdalen fell into ruins; and the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre became a Mahomedan
mosque.

Greatly diminished in numbers—for the
majorityhad fallen at Tiberias—muchreduced
in riches, for (asfwe have seen) their bezants
and crusados had been poured out freely to

C

Saladin allows
the Knights
Hospitaller to
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Sick and
Wounded.

The Order of the
Hospitallers
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redeem the captured citizens from slavery—

the Hospitallers conveyed their sick to

Re-founding of Margat, a town still held by Christian forces,
the Hospital at - and re-established the convent and hospital as
B far as their straitened exchequer would allow.

The Ladies of the Order, under the altered
circumstances, decided to return to Europe
and carry on the work in branch establish-
ments. They met with widespread sympathy
and assistance, Henry Il granting them
extensive lands in Somerset, and the Queen
of Arragon welcoming them at Saragossa.

The news of the fall of Jerusalem excited
horror throughout Europe, and aroused the
Germanic Emperor Frederick Barbarossa to
take the Cross and gather together his vast
array of vassals. In the twelfth century the

The Bmperor  etiquette of Christian chivalry was precise,
SppRI and Barbarossa sent a herald to Saladin,—
A for *“ the Imperial Majesty never assails any-
challenge to one without sending a defiance, and always
earda, gives notice of war to his enemies.” *

But the valiant old Emperor died of the
hardships of the journey, and the command
of his army fell to his second son, the Duke of
Suabia.

At this time King Guy de Lusignan, whom
the magnanimous Saladin had released after
only twelve months imprisonment, was laying
siege to Acre, which had been lost to the
Christians after the fall of Jerusalem.

For more than two years he had beleaguered

* Vinsauf’s “ Itinerary of Richard I,” Book I, ch. xviii.
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the city in vain. Its fortifications were of
colossal strength, and it was garrisoned by
Turks and Thracians—nine thousand seasoned
warriors. Even when King Philip of France
and Leopold, Duke of Austria, brought their
large armies to his aid, the Moslems still held
out. But the situation was entirely changed
by the arrival of Richard Ceeur de Lion and
the English Crusaders. Richard, the ablest
of strategists, the most skilled military
engineer of his time, and the most inspiring
leader—with his sappers and miners, his
archers and men-at-arms, and, above all, his
wonderful personal magnetism-—put new life
into the weary Christian army. Though a
severe illness smote him down in the midst of
the contest, “ he caused himself to be carried
on a silken bed, to honour the enemy with his
presence, and animate his men to fight,” and
from his bed he aimed so unerringly with his
crossbow that “ he slew many with darts and
arrows.”

The prolonged and arduous struggle ended
by the capitulation of Acre after three years’
resistance.

The Knights of St. John then established
their Hospital in the conquered city, and set
up once more the altars which the Turks had
overthrown.

Immediately King Richard “ turned his
attention to the repair of the walls to a greater
height]and!perfection than before they were
thrown down; and he himself walked about,
exhorting the workmen and masons.”

The Third
Crusade, 1191,
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Of all the Western warriors, Richard Ceeur
de Lion not only was the ablest commander by
land and sea, but the most fiery and fervent
Crusader; and he possessed the power of
infusing into his soldiers something of the
same ardour which burnt so brightly in his
own soul. During the strenuous and exhaust-
ing campaign he again and again renewed the
hopes of men whose energies had flagged and
whose spirits were breaking under continued
hardship and privation. On one occasion he
was adjured to abandon some of his horsemen
who were being cut off by the enemy: “ Better
let them perish,” said his advisers, “ than
expose your person and all Christendom to
certain danger.”

Then King Richard changed colour with in-
dignation at these words, and spoke quickly in
reply: “If I neglect to aid my men whom I sent
forward with a promise to support them, I shall
never again deserve to be called King.” He said
no more, but, spurring his horse, dashed into the
middle of the Turks, . . . and brandishing his
sword, he carved his way into the thickest ranks. ...
The enemy were slain and scattered, and our men
returned with several prisoners into camp.*

* Vinsauf’s ‘‘Itinerary of Richard I,” Book IV, ch. xxxi.
Although King Richard spent little time in England, and was
by blood more Norman than English, he is on a gigantic scale
the prototype of the British officer of the old Army. The
devotion and confidence which his men-at-arms felt for him,
their conviction he would never fail them, never ask of them
anything he was not prepared to do himself, bears vivid
resemblance to the faith of Tommy Atkins in his leaders. A
great British General was asked the secret of his power over
his men and consequent success in action, He replied in one
word—*‘Sympathy.”
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But whereas the humbler ranks throughout
the army almost worshipped Richard, he was
regarded by the sovereign princes with
bitterest and most vehement jealousy. Saladin,
his mortal foe, whose dominions he invaded
and whose power he threatened, expressed
ungrudging admiration for his consistent
strength and prowess; but the Christian
Kings, his allies, thwarted him at every turn.
Rather than allow the glory of the capture
of Jerusalem to fall to him—as it assuredly
would have done, for he was the one military
genius in their midst—they insisted upon
crying out for ‘“ peace” just at the crucial
moment when success was within view.
Richard—who in every danger had been “ the
first to advance and the last to retreat,” and
whose exploits at the battle of Arsouf had
seemed to his adversaries something ““ more
than human ”—was helpless in the face of
French, Italian, and Austrian intrigues.

All that mortal man could do to make the
Allies follow up his victory he did; but did
in vain.

The Knights Hospitaller (who were of many
different nationalities) had given him their
strong support; and, “bold as lions,” they
were eager to regain A possession of their
Hospital and churches in the Holy City; but
even with the Knights Hospitaller of St.
John, the English Knights and men-at-arms
were too reduced in number for it to be
possible that they alone should storm the
mighty fortifications of Saracen Jerusalem.

Great Victory of
Richard Cceur
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to regain the
Holy City.
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The Latin and Teutonic armies—to their
lasting dishonour—deserted in vast hordes to
their ships; and it was Richard who protected
the Syrian Christians by winning from Saladin
a promise to leave them unmolested for three
years, and give them peaceful access to the
Sepulchre at Jerusalem. The English King
said frankly that when the truce was ended he
hoped to come back and renew the war.
Saladin replied that if Allah indeed had
destined him to lose the realm, he would
better endure to lose it to King Richard than
to any other man in all the world.

Then Richard embarked,

and all the night his ship ran on her way by the
light of the stars. When morning dawned, the King
looked back with yearning eyes upon the land, and
prayed aloud : “ O Christ, grant me life and time
to return and deliver thy Holy Tomb!”

But another fate awaited him: shipwreck,
betrayal, captivity, and unspeakable bitter-
ness of spirit:

Shame be it said that one whom no enemy could

resist, nor the whole force of Saladin could conquer,
was seized and kept a prisoner in Germany.*

The jealous hatred his former allies had
felt against him did not end with the Crusade.
Nor did the respect and admiration of his
Saracen enemies; many generations after his
tragic death their chroniclers and poets still
recalled his gallant exploits, and acclaimed
him as the strongest, bravest, and most noble
adversary their race had ever known.

* Vinsauf’s ¢‘ Itinerary,”” Book VI, ch. xxxvii.
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After the departure of;King Richard, the
Knights Hospitaller, with their Chaplams
and the Serving Brethren, continued at Margat
the work for which the Order had originally
been founded in Jerusalem. They tended the
sick and poor, protected the Christian pilgrims,
gave hospitality to travelling European mer-
chants, and toiled with unremitting zeal ““ in
the service of mankind.”

They were not, however, always able to
refrain from serious quarrels with the Knights
Templar; and after the capture of Damietta
by King Andrew of Hungary, the differences
and animosities of these two rival Military
Orders were almost as evident as the disunion
between the other sections of the army. The
conquest therefore proved of short duration.

In 1228 Frederick II, that most Oriental of
Western Emperors, landed in Palestine.
Excommunicated by the Pope, and accused
of Mahomedan sympathies, his Crusading zeal
was questioned; but as he was a famous
warrior, the Saracens—who had considerably
declined in energy since the death of Saladin
—offered no opposition to his advance. On
the mere strength of his reputation and the
size and discipline of his army he secured an
advantageous treaty, by which Bethlehem,
Nazareth, and Jaffa were restored to Christian
rule. But though before his return to his own
domains the Emperor caused himself to be
crowned King of Jerusalem in the Mosque of
Omar, as well as in the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, ‘‘ there was [in the church] no
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prelate, nor priest, nor clerk to sing or speak ”
—and the Military Orders refused to be
present at the coronation of an excommuni-
cated Emperor whose claims the Pope did not
recognize.

In the subsequent successful Crusade of the
royal Duke Richard of Cornwall, the Hos-
pitallers were honourably conspicuous; and
expended both money and personal service in
repairing the dismantled fortifications of
Jerusalem, after Duke Richard had wrested
the city from the control of the Egyptian
Sultan. But before the work could be com-
pleted, a terrible horde of barbarians from the
Caspian shores swept down upon Palestine.

The Knights of the White Cross and the
Red realized the magnitude of the danger and
were prepared to meet it; but they were
thwarted by the Patriarch of Jerusalem, who
took upon himself the responsibility of
advising a line of action entirely opposed to
the opinions of experienced soldiers. The
result was a disaster more overwhelming even
than the battle of Tiberias. Saladin had been
an honourable foe, but the wild Korasmins
were amenable to no rules of war. In Jeru-
salem they spared neither age nor sex, but
doomed the entire population. And by the
devilish stratagem of hoisting the Christian
standard on the battlements, they decoyed
into the city all the fugitives and str