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PREFACE OF TRANSLATOR. 

IN presenting the following translation of Mgr Dupan­
Ioup'a pamphlet on Freemasonry to the English public, 
at the personal request of the Venerable Prelate llimself, 
two objections will have to be met : the first, tllat tlle 
fearful revelations contained in it do not affect English 
Freemasonry, which is supposed to be ~otal!y distinct 
and different from the Society called by the same name 
abro~d ; the second, that the warning is addressed to 
Catholics only, whose dogmas and principles are in dis­
tinct contradiction to tlle lines of modern thougllt, and 
directly opposed to so-called modern progress ; ~o tl!at 
the warning does not apply to the English nation, who, 
as a body, are Protestants. Both these objections have 
been so ably treated in a book recently published, 
entitled the Surct Wm:fare of Jilreemaaonry again.<t 
C!turoh and State, translated from the German, that we 
should hesitate to do more than refer our readers to this 
most admirable and exhjlustive work, were it not for the 
fact that many may take up this pamphlet who will 
have neither the time to read nor the means to purchase 
the volume in question ; so that we ~hall venture to 
make eertlin quotations from its pages ~n meeting th-3 
two grave objections to which we have referred. 

The first question to ask ourselves is this: Is there, or 
iH 
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iv Preface of Traus!ator. 

is there not, a solidarity between English and foreign 
Lodges! 

Now no satisfactory answer to this c~,n be given except 
by referring to the Freemasons themselves; and our re­
ply will, therefore, he based on their own statements. 

The ritual for the admission of a Scotch Ancient., or 
Grand Master, runs as follows: 

'Friendship is the sacred bond which unites together 
all the Brethren of our Craft ; for however much scat­
tered they may be over the face of the earth, they all 
compose one only body, because one i$ their origin and 
one their aim ; one the mysteries into which they are in­
itiated; one the path by which they are led; one the 
gauge and measure applied to each and all of them ; and 
one the spirit by which they are animated.'* 

The s::~me unity of aim and object is, we think, incon­
testably proved by the public proceedings which tvok 
place at the installation of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales 
as Grand Master of English Freemasons. On that occa­
sion he received addre3ses of congratulation from the 
'Grand Orient Lodge' of France, from the 'Grand 
Lodge' of Italy, from that of Sweden, and many other 
countries. vVe will only quote one of these addresses, 
whir.h will suffice for our purpose-that of the 'Grand 
Italian ' Lodge. It is headed as follows : 

'Univer8al Freemnson1·y. Itali~t.n Communion, Liberty, 
Ji'raternity, Equ11litlf. 

':May it pbasc your Royal Highness to permit the 
Grand lliustc-: of the Grand Orient of Italy to unite the 

''Eckert. Die Trage der Staatl. A n~rk. p. 12 (Barrister in Dres· 
den. Leipzig, lc52J. 
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heartfelt applause of all our Italian brethren to that of 
our beloved brethren in England, who hail the elevation 
of their puissant Grand :Master as one of the most aus­
picious and most memorable events of universal Ma­
sonry. 

' By this event English Masonry, which has already 
deserved so well of universal humanity, will acquire 
ever fresh titles to the gratitude and admiration of the 
whole civilized world. Italian Masonry, therefore, re­
joices at this new lustre shed upon our world-wide Insti­
tution, and sincerely prays that between the two Masonir. 
communities may be drawn ll'IJer more closPly those fra­
ternal ties which, through want of that official recogni­
tion which we venture to hope will soon be effected, 
have always bound us to our English brethren, whose 
profound intelligence and unwearying activity we con­
stantly appreciate and seek to follow. 

'Accept then, Royal Highness, with all great wishes for 
your continued long life and prosperity, the expression 
of our profound homage and fraternal affection. . . . ' 

The 'ojfi~ial recognition' prayed for in this address 
was not long delayed. In an account of the consecra­
tion of a new Lodge in Jul_y last we find the following 
announcement in the Times (of lOth .July 1875): 

'ITALLUI' J.li'D ENGLISH FREEMAOONS.-The announcement was 
made on Saturday, at the consecration of a new lodge, named 
after the Princess of Wales, at the Alexandra. Palace, that his 
Royal Highness the Grand Master of English Freemasons had 
given oi'lleial reoognition to th" Grand Orient of Italy, end the 
aunounoemont was raceived with w"rm applause by the large 
body of eminent Freemasons assembled on thA oo~asion.' 

We do not think, therefore, that the fact can be denied, 
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that the 'Brotherhood' is substantially one in all 
lands. 

Another significant fact, which adds to the weight of 
proof already given, is the appointment by ' the ~lost 
Worshipful Grand 11Iaster,' after his installation, of Bro­
ther Wendt to be Grand Secretary for GERMAN CORRE­

SPONDENCE. Were there no solidarity 'between the 
Lodges, of what use would be the secretary ? 

But the main objection which bas been made to tllc 
identification of English Freemasonry with the political 
and religious tenets of foreign Lodges is derived from 
tile roll of names, partly illustrious by position and 

·partly distinguished by high public and private worth, 
which is to be found in the archives of the Society. 

'How is it possible,' writes the author we llavc already 
mentioned,* 'that emperors, kings, and princes (and we 
would add English gentlemen of noble bi.rth and un­
blemished character) would persevere in lending the 
sanction of their name to a body one of whose acknow­
ledged objects is to overthrow every throne in Europe, 
and extirpate all social distinctions throughout the 
world?' 

We will give the answer in the same author's words : 
' The reply is obvious: tltey have been deceived, and con­
tinue in the dark. It is thoroughly understood among 
the secret heads and chief agents of the body that fuch 
brethren would not remain a single day in union with 
such a league if they were aware of its ultimate designs ; . 
so they have established for their convenience special 
degrees of honor and offices of seem in~ authority, where 

* Eecret Tlm:fare f'/ FreemaBon1'1J, Introduction, l 
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they may attract the uninitiated by the authority of thclr 
higu cllaracter and exalted position, without enfeeuling 
the secret action of "the Craft'' by the demurrers ol' au 
over-scrupulous morality. The great universities of this 
realm are wont to confer on distinguished generals, au­
thors, and other celebrities the honorary degree of doc­
tor of civil law; but it is not commonly supposed that 
those who are selected for such a distinction have any 
d:!ep knowledge of this particular branch of jurispru­
dence.'·* 

o It' any one wishes to be still further convinced of the soli­
darity of Freemo.sonry all over the world, let him read :m article 
tn the .D<tily Tele!l' a ph on thls subject, in o.leader of 2 'th April 13, 5. 

Another contempor.J.ry newspaper, speaking of Freemasonry, 
writes as !ollows : ·Hard as it is for men to believe that it is 1>0 

diabolical abroad, it is h:.rde•· still, it is simply impossiblE, for 
them to think it other than a mere "frieni!ly society' at l:ome, 
when thousa.nds well known fqr their principles, for bon• r and 
honesty of purpose m their own circles, have willingly, nayglad!y, 
placed their names on the rolls of its vo.rious English Lodges. 
Englis::.m,n, !Jyal and Proteatant, could never lend themselves 
or their uames to support the end• forwhlch b'reemasomy is said 
to exist; yet many such a' e actua.lly Mason•, and sworn members 
of that same Society which is so numerous and so widesprec.d 
abroad. '.rh .. t ociety, then, cannot be the evil it is suill to be; 
or else Freemasonry here is not the same o.s elsewhere. ~Ids 

latter woul:l appear to be the general opinion, and to rest upon a 
basis of something like fact; for the Craft is too wary to over­
look the English love for law and order, too sha1p rot to reco~­
nize In thls character an obstacle to its own final sncceo•, lilld too 
caution• theref re, to admit any but those who have been wPll 
tried and sounded to a knowledge of it• present actions awl fu­
ture alms. Here, as abroad, the mnititude of the ~roth .. rhcod 
h .. ve little more idea of the ecope cf "Freemasonry thnn the I!"CD­

eral public has ; t"hcy a.re kept at ploy in the anteeham'Jer, like 
ohlldren in the nur•ery, whilst real bus:ness_ is transuctcd i a the 
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But a still stronger testimony is that of one of the most 
eminent of the l!'reuch l!'reemasons, !I. Louis .Blanc, whose 
words have been quoted by Mgr. Dupanloup in the fol­
lowing pamphlet, but which we shall make no apology 
for repeating here. He says : 

'It seemed good to sovereigns-to Frederick the Great 
-to handle the tro'Yel and to put on the apron. Why 
not ? Since the existence of the higher grades was care­
fully hidden from them, aU tltey knew of Pi·eemawmy 
w:u t!tat ~ohich could be 1·evealed to them without ciango·_ 
They had no reason for concerning thems!Jlves about it, 
seeing that they were kept in the lower grades' (though 
n?mittalty the highest), 'in which they perceived nothing 
lmt an opportunity for amusement, joyful banquets, 
principles forsaken and resumed at the threshold of the 
Lodges, formulas that had no reference to ordinary life 
-in a word, a comedy of equality. But in tl1e~c matters 
comedy closely borders on tragedy ; and princes and 
nobles were induced to ojfJr the cover of their names and 
th-. blind aiel of their influence to secret undertakings di­
rected against themscl ves.' ;-, 

'Can any reasonable man doubt, after reading such an 
explicit admission as this, that kings and princes, states­
men and legislators, may be found in grades of high 

i •ner chambers by the o'der members of the family. Men a.re 
slow to allow that they can be duped, and it will bo no easy 
m:>t•er to get those who have jomed the Cratt to relinquish 
their membership, or to deter tho•e from joining it who are so 
lnclin~d, on tho strength of what certainly is, to say the leaEt of 
it, o. well-founded suspicio . ot dark dealings Dut the qut>stion 
is not a matter of mere judgment or prudence ; it is one of mo· 
ra!ity and co .. sc ience. ' 

• .,, udJ of JJ'reemaBOary, page G5. French edition. 
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honor and dignity-provided by Freemasonry for their 
especial benefit-may assume the first place in its public 
manifestations and the external direction of its govern­
ment, and may yet remain in ignorance of its hidden 
designs as unconscious and complete as that of the ''pro­
,titne," who are altogether excluded from its LodgeG? • 
(Introduction &cret Warfare.) 

In spite of all their caution, l10wever, the real nature 
of Freemason doctrines occasionally becomes revealed 
to thdr noble dupes; and an instance of this is to be 
found in the resignation of Frederick Prince of Orange, 
second son of William I., King of the Netherlands, who 
h~d been chosen on the 4th June 1816 (when he bad 
sc:ucely attained his nineteenth year) as :National Grand 
::\laster for life of the Grand Lodge of the Hague. The 
next year he was elected, in the Grand Orient in Brus­
sels, to the Grand Mastership of the Southern-now 
called the Belgian-Lodges. Although he had only been 
made acquainted with a very small portio~ of the im­
piou3 legendary teaching of the Ura:t, yet that little was 
enongh. He resigned his dignities instantly, and all(·ged 
the following reasons, of which we will give a short ex­
tract : 'I am a Christian. and will ever remain oae. 
Everybody will understand how extremely painful it is 
for me to be compelled to speak of the abuse mnde in 
the Masonic Legend of the te:~ching of my Divine ~-la'­
tcr, the Son of the lle:lvcnly Father. . How coalJ 
1 wri~e the story of Thy life, 0 Divine Jesus, and then 
call it the Legentl of the Do:1rec of Rosicrul'irm? . 
Right reason and profound reverence bid my per.. stop 
here. Is it possible to degrade this hallowed story so 
~ow a'3 to turn it into a mere legend ? . . And can 
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it be that the brethren of the Craft regard the death of 
Jesus Christ as a mere parable, and range it with the 
mass of fictions which are successively set before them ! 

And we further find, to our indignation, c<:re­
monies in connection with the reading of the legend of 
this grade which are in direct opposition to the teacb­
illg and character of the Son of God and to His Holy 
Law ... ' 

How many of those excellent religious-minded men 
who have given 'the cover of their names,' as Louis 
Blanc calls it, to this impious and d~ngcrous society 
would recoil with horror, like Prince Fredllrick, could 
they but once lift the veil which shrouds the real aim 
and object of Freemasonry P 

But. there is a further point to be considered. 
'To promise silence with regard to teaching and a 

course of action about which we know absolutely no­
thing at the 1in1e we make the promise, is intrinsically 
evil. When, moreover, this secrecy ill enforced by the 
Ranction of an oatb.-the most solemn and indissoluble 
uend by which the freedom of the human will can be 
fettered-the heinousness of the crime is proportion­
ably increased.' Read the Masonic oath as given, not 
6nly in the following pamphlet, but in every Freemason 
ritual. 'Is it not in vioiation of the natural order, and 
an ever-present menace to political stability, that a body 
of men should exist within the State bound by obedicncll 
to an unknown and irrespor.sibleauthority, and shielded 
from all possible supervision either of constituted au­
thority or pulilic opinion, by so awful an oath of secrecy~ 
•· I consider," says Lord Plunkct, "an association 
bou:1u by a secret oath to be extremely dangerous on the 



' I ....... 

nr rr-.. - ... . ' 

principles of the common law, inasmuch as they sub­
tract the subject from the State, and interpose between 
him and his allegiance to the king." 'And he speaks 
most truly, for it is an.act of high treason against the 
most fundamental principles of political and social life, 
which forbid us to abdicate the freedom of our wiil in 
favor of an unknown and self·constituted' authcrity, or 
to bind ourselves irrevocably to the propagation of 
tenets or to the blind execution of orders about which 
we are in utter ignorance at the time, and are therefore 
unable to determine whether they be consistent or not 1 
with our moral obligations to ourselves, our neighbors, 
and our God.'* 

But now to come to the second objection-namely, that 
the Bishop's pamphlet, being intended merely for Ca­
tholics, the warnings it contains do not apply to the Eng­
lish nation, who, as a body, are Protestants. 

Again we will answer this objection fr()m the mouths 
of the Freemasons themselves. 

We are prepared to prove that Freemasonry is not 
the enemy of C.1tholicity alone, but of Christianity 
in g:meral : and a bitter and irreconcilable enemy to 
every species of Divine Revelation.:. The following im­
portant admission is found in what may be called an 
official apology for the Association : . 
'Freema~onry teaches how to be vi:-tuous without the 

stimulus of hope or fear, b.dependently alike of heaven 
or hell. The Mason looks for no future reward : he has 
received his recompense in the prel:!Cnt,.and is therewith 
content. ' t ··,,\ 

• Sacre~ Wtrf~re of F.·e•mas.•nry, Introduotlon, l vii.lv iii. 
t Tlu! Atti~uae of Fretmaoonru in. ·lletation to t:.e l"rese~<t Day; cr 
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Again : respecting the Blhle in the Lodges, an article 
appears in the official Dutc!J. Freemason'o Almunaa :f01· 
1872, by Brother C. Von Sehaiek, from which v:e bke 
the following extracts : 

' As·matters now stand, the pres2nce of the Dible on 
our altars is an empty form. From whate>er 
point of view we regard the Bible, we do not hesitate to 
dechre openly that in our reunions it is out of place, 
once and for ever; since the doctrines of hum:miry now 
occupy the most prominent position, and are taught as 
the !Jest method of ameliorating the condition of man­
kind.' 

Another Brother, C. Krause, speaks thus : 'However 
Mlsons m:ty formerly have regarded the Bible, they now, 
at all events, know how to put it in its proper place. The 
1rh>on should be entirely free from all blind udhcsion to 
any dogmatic belief whatsoever, just as Jesus appears to 
have been,' etc., etc. These are·only one or two quota­
tions out of many in the same sense, and we ask whnt 
arc c1lled Bible Christians if they can take one step in 
union with an Association which altogether repudiates 
tile divine origin of Holy Writ, and sees in it notlliug lm: 
a:1 uccessory to. a CPrcmonial ? 

But tile attitude of Freemasonry in regard to the Di vi­
uity of Christ is even more serious. The 'Secret Inter­
national Congress of Freemasons,' held during the first 
thr·cc dayil of November 1312, determmcd to give, if po:<­
~Il>le, tile force of constitutional law to the opinionr; or 
Freemasonry as to what ought to be called religiou. 

a" 0 pen Erpoeure rj t'w Object anrl Uistory rj Freem•uo~<:·!f. ; ~· 

oet.-tl r ?r·itlt an .Aw:werto t.'UJ most rtcent Ohargt-o brouakt auait.tt it. 
8) K K Ecker!, Barrister in D:esden, L'll ztg, J8C2. 
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' The congresJ met at a villa near Lugano, and sat each 
day from 4 P.M. until midnight. One of the subjects de­
liberated upon was the nature of the worship to be intro­
duced. It was unanimously agreed to throw into a cate­
chetical shape the democrat1c Bible of the Socinian Renan, 
and to make this the handbook of the religion to be pub­
licly recognized in the social and democratic Repubiic 
of the future.'* Again : the Ji'?·etmason"s Journal of 
Vtenn~t (2d series, No.2, p. 143) thus reports the speech 
of a. Master ~ddressing his brethren from the chair of 
office: 

• What is the false religion so eagerly forced upon 
mankind in mosques, eynagogues, temples, and churches, 
except a jugglery carried on by Imaums, Popes, and 
clergy ? Are we to bold our tongues about it all, till 
defective education,long habits of slavery, su,crstitious 
prejudices, and unreasoning endurance ~ball at length 
have <hprived men even of the power to see the real 
state cf a1fairs ? ' 

But this b not all. 
Le Globe, a Masonic journal issued from 183\l to 1843 

by L. T. Jugc (one who had himself been initiated into 
tao highest grades of Freemasonry), has been pronounced 
by those invested :with the highest autho~ity in the Craft 
t:> be the truest exponent of its secret teaching. In this 
journal an account is given of a speech delivered in the 
Lodge of the Knights of Malta by ' Brother' d~ Brnn­
villc (officer of the Grand Orient of France) on the re­
ligion of the Craft, of which we will only extract the 
first sentence : 

• Secret Wurfare, pp. G-S.D 
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1. ' The religious tenets of Freemasonry are only a 
continuation of the Egyptian doctrines transmitted to 
successive geueration.s by the priests of the Temple of 
Isis.' 

Then follows a long explanation of the history r.nd 
derivation of these Pagan mysteries; Brother Nash 
going on to explain (in an article which appeared in the 
English Freemason's Quarterlu Review) bow Freemasonry 
derives its origin from the mysteries of Isis and Osiri~>. 
Commenting upon this, the Globe, after descanting on 
' the last effort they are making to rally th"eir forces fnr 
a supreme struggle with Christianity,' continues : ' An 
association speedily formed itself, which, in oppoEition 
to the universal faith of Europe at that time, took upon 
itself to recognize the existence only of a God whose 
being is coeval with that of matter, who is incapable of 
division into a plurality of persons~ who is not subject 
to human infirr::Jities, and consequently norther has 
died nor can die. . . . And would not our suppo­
sition' (as to the origin ot the Craft) 'be yet more tri­
umphantly proved, if to this elementary doctrine anothu 
were added, namely, that Christ could not have been 
God, but was merely a being of superior intelligence, -n 
philosopher, a ,;age, a benefactor of humanity Y and if 
it were asserted that miracles must necessarily llc re­
jer:ted as a violation of the eternal and immutv:ble laws 
of the universe, alike impossible and needless, God re­
quiring no such means oj. enforcing the obedience of 
IIis creatures ? And m·e not tlwse dcctrines, which ir.­
disputably derive their origin immediately from Gno~t '­

ci~m, the fandamentrtltninciplea n.f Freernasonry? D0c·s 
tile Freemason divide into several persons the Ia-
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comprehensible Being whom he denominates the "Su­
pr~mo Architect" of all wo:rWs ? Docs be believe th::.t 
dc:tth was or ever could be poRsiblc to this Supreme 
Doing? . . 

' Thus we find the !lost Holy Trinity, the Divinity of 
C:.trist, together with all that followa from that doctri:~c. 
the possibility of miracles-inn word, the >:hole scho~ 
of Cllristhnity-denied by tho org:m of Frcem::J.to;;r:; in 
its name and with its approvuJ.H~ Is it then to be y;o:l· 
de=ed at th:1t the Protestant Consistory of IIunovc;· in 
1743 dccbred th::.t any preacher who w::.s ulrc::dy a 
Frcemu.son should bo comp~ll~d iomedi:.ttclj' t:> m­
sig-;:~ his membership r.nd abandon all practiccG coa­
ncctcd with it ? and that, in· future, c.ll clcr[;y b!Jould 
be forbidden, un~er strict penalties, to join tllJ Craft ? 
And the same was enacted by the Lutheran Congress nt 
Kaomin. 

We could multiply instances of tao horrible impi~ty 
and coarse rationalism propounded in the Lodges, where 
'The S:1viour adored by Christiano is represented as hc­
bg a common ,Jew of Dctblchcrn, who w.:~s confounded 
\7lt!l the ancient Josue, son of Nu:~, by the crcdulom 
n:d 1nrbarou3 Drusc3 of the Lebanon, and nft~tT;::rd~ 
c.:;:::tltcd to be the God of Christcnucm by the y;,·e:::<cru 
Popes for the furtheranc;, of their own cclfis:1 ::i::1c:.' t 

D:zt lest this Prcf:lcc should stretch to V.:l unwarr;!n!­
:lJl:J lcn3th, wo wUI o:~ly gi"c one or two I~lOI'•J cxiract~ 

f::>m Freemason autJ.oritlcs: the first from a pul.JLc:t· 
tion originally written in Iligh Gorman, of whic:1 a 
D-atch translation appeared in 1792-a work all the more 

• Sec1'ee Waif.Jrl, p. 74. 1· Ibid. p. 1911. 
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worthy of credence, as it is supported by documentary 
evidence.* 

'1. Superstition ((e., Christianity and the Law of 
)loses) baa hitherto been the nai:::J.stay of the tyr::.nny 
and deception by neans of uhich princes and priest3 
have drawn mankind into t!lcir net. Fear of a future 
l!fc, of nn eternity of punishments, had been a moth·c 
powerful enough to hold we:::k minds, bowed doun 
under the load of prejudices sucked i:1 wit·!l their 
mother's milk, and to enervate the boldcEt r.pirits, ren­
dering them incapable of any great action. This is the 
c>il of Christianity, that it enslaves minds to such a 
point that they ar.:J willi:t_s to endure any present sc.ficr­
ing with the consoling hope of a life to come. On this 
n~::ount it bccome3 indispensable ta undcn;;inc the 
pilbr which bears up such a structure of superstition. 
But as the number of those who yet fondly cling to the 
piJ.:c1 1lction3 of their childhood is very l::.rgc, and the 
ro:>~~ of politic!!! and ci'dl inntitutionn stril;:c deep in the 
na~ional ooil, it b necessary to co cm::.tiously to work. 
Ilerc philosophy nny t:1kc a useful hint from r.::turc. 
As ma:1 i:J chiefly worked 0:1 through hb p:!ss:ons. 
tllcs~ must b~ excited, and Christianity mmt be made 
ridiculouo ere the dominion of fa1th can be oYcrthrown 
in the heart. 

• 2. To effect this a literary association must be formed, 

* R~:>printed e.t the Hague in 1823 (Secret lVarfar6). According 
to tho opinion cxprcs~c<l by the Dutch translator, the anther c t 
thb worlr, which at tho t!:::~o crc::.tNl :. great scnsc.tlo:1 wa3 a 
P::-ofeEsor Hoffmann of Vicnca, cl:i:cr ct Uoe ];·;e,.<r ::dt8:'/,r fl. 
The German title is given in iull ins, or~t Warj:rr,:, p ~:!. 
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to promote the circulation of our writings, and suppreEB 
as far us possible those of our opponents. 

'3. For this end we must contrive to have in our pay 
the publishers of the leading literary journab of the 
lhy, in order that they may turn into ridicule end llcup 
contempt on everything written in a contrary iotercct to 
our own. 

'4. "lie that is not with us is against us.'" Tbercfo:·e 
we may persecute, calumniate, and tread down such a 
O:J.C withoat scruple : individuab like thb arc noxious 
insects, which one shakes from the blossoming tree and 
crunhcs beneath one's foot. 

'G. Very few cim bear to be made to look ridiculomJ; 
let ridicule, therefore, be the weapon employed against 
pcrson'=l who, though by no means devoid of ocnsc, show 
themselves hostile to our schciOlcs. 

'G. In order the more quickly to .. uam our end, the 
middle classes of society must be thoroughly imbued 
uith our principles ; the lower ordcrn uml the nas3 of 
t:1c population are of little importance, un they may 
C::LSily be moulded to our will. The r::~irldlc classes arc 
th~ principal supporters of the Government ; to grriil 
them we must work 0:1 their passions, c.nd nbovc all 
b;:ing up the riQing generation in ot:r idcaa, ::s b :1 f::w 
years they will be, in their turn, masters of t!:c rit~:ation. · 

'7. License in morals will be the best mean!l of 0il· 

ablin~ U!l to provide ourselves wi~ll p::~trons at court, 
perso:lS who arc nevertheless tot1lly i::p.or,.mt of the im­
portance of our cause. It will suffice for our purpose it 
wo make th~m absohuely indifferent to the Christian rc· 
li:;ion. They arc, for the most part, careless enough 
without us. 
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• 8. If our aims arc to be pursued with vigor, it is of 
absolute necessity to regard us enemies of enlightcnme:::t 
and of philosophy all those who cling in any way to rP­
ligious or civil prejudice, and exhibit this attachment in 
thdr writin6G· They must be viewed as beings whose 
icflu::nco iG highly prejudicial to the human race, and a 
gro~t o:JEt:lcle to its "IYcll-bciug and prop·c£Ei. Ou t!lis 
~c::ount it bccomef; the duty of each one of us to impede 
t:;d;· ~cliou bull r:J.~ttors of consequence, and to ~:c::w 
tile ti~Jt saitabb o;>portu!'lity which may p:;:csent it:::c!f 
of ruttin3 them entirely hors d:J comiat. 

'D. \7o must ever be on the watch to !Dake all chun~;cs 
i!1 t:lc Dt::tto Gcrve our own ends ; political parties, cabals, 
bro<hcrlloods, union:;-in short, everything that affords 
&n opportunity of cr<.>ctiug disturbances must be an 
instru::JCnt in our hands. For it is only on the ruins of 
society, &3 it exist:.; at present, that we can hope to erect 
a solid structure on the natural system, and ensure to 
tho worshippers of nature tho free exercise of their 
rights.' 

We lt'Uvc tl10so revelations to the consideration of our 
Enrrlish readers. Of one thing there is no doubt-th:J.t 
t!le l:cy-not:J of Freemasonry is war to the death again£t 
all r:.:vcbtion. AG far back as the end of the preccdi:::;; 
cc:::1tury it expressed itself b these terms : 

'Belief b r2vehtion is a malady to which weak ::nd 
piou3 niudn oro very mbject ; it is an infectious cpi· 
clcmic, cnployed ever since the world began to effect tlw 
dc!::tnt8tio:J. of human liberty ; it is alike incompa:iblc­
'l';it!l eou:1d reason and true freedom; it ia the parcr:t. d 

. f:waticiGn ::r:d snpcrr.tition.' 'The laws of the ~1or:!i:: 
ar.d Christb!l rclir.;icns arc the contemptible invcntbll:i 
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of petty minds bent on deceiving others i they are the 
most extravagant aberrations of the human intellect.' 
' The selfishness of the clergy and the despotism of the 
great have for centuries upheld this system (of Chris­
tianity), since it enabled them to rule mankind with a 
rod of iron by means of its rigid code of morality ; and 
to confirm their power over weak minds by certain 
oraC11lar utterances, in reality the product of their c wn 
invention, but palmed ofi on the 'iOrld as the words of 
revelation.'* 
. 'The grade of Kadosch,' writes Barruel, 'is the soul 
of Freemasonry ; and the final object of its plots is the 
reintroduction of absolute liberty and equality through 
the destruction of all royalty and the abro!Jhtion of all 
religiotH uor~ltip. ' t 

We now leave English Protestants to decide for them­
selves whether the designs of Freemasonry arc directed 
against the Church of Rome alone. 

NoTE.-It has been objected to M5r. Dupanloup's 
pamphlet in some quarters that many of his quotations 
are taken from newspapers, such as the JJfo"de-MafOit­
nique, the Globe, the Jt1reemason'a Journal, the Cltain of 
UtLion, and the like. But if these Freemason organs do 
not represent aright the doctrines and proceedings of the 
Craft, why do they continue to exist ? Every distinct 
form of political or religious belief has its organ in the 
public press ; and if any o"ne of these were an unfair or 
untruthful exponent of its principles or its actions, its 

• Waitracluncinu, vol. xi .• Nos. 1, 2, 8, quoted by the .S•cret Jl"iu·­
/•1ro on p. 207. 

t Ba.rruel's •rAmolr•• du Jacobinilnne, vol ii. p . 2:2. His testi­
mony is ;alua.ble, as he was a .I. aster lla.aon. 
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circulation woul1 consequently f11ll off,aml the p:~per it­
self die a natural deat11. We beg to call our Eugl.!'b 
readers' attention to the Ch,Lin of Union, and otl!er quo­
tations from English Freemason periodicals, which prove 
that they are not a whit behind their brethren on the 
Continent in their 'advanced' views of so·called prc­
gress. 

We would call attentiOn also to a striking and forcible 
article on 'Freema8o11ru,' in the 'Month m.cl Catholic Re-
1lt£'1D' for September 1875. It appeared only after the 
present work was in type, and we were therefore un­
able either to refer to it in the body of our preface, or to 
quote, as we should otherwise have done, certain salient 
passages. It has been received from a source which may 
be regarded a~ a guarantee for its authenticity ; end 
bears the signature 'Joabert M. M.' Though written 
from an Anglican, rather than a Catholic, point of view,. 
it has been refused insertion in more than one Protes­
tant organ of influence, on account, we may fairly pn­
sume, of its candid witness about the tendency of Fre€­
masonry. While directing special notice to the article 
as a whole, we content ourselves with the following brief 
quotation as connected with our own universities : 'At 
Oxford and Cambridge, the University lodges (for such 
is the fraternal feeling that the University Lodge will 
not have any fellowship with the Town Lodge) would be 
eomparatively empty, but for recruits among the under­
graduates ; and so " dispensations " o.re granted by the 
Grand Lodge to enable young men unlkr ugc ta become 
Freemasons.' 
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A 

STUDY OF ~~REEMASONRY. 

EVERY'one knows Freemasonry l:>y name. I knew of 

it like all the rest of the world ; but for a long time I have 

wished to study it more closely, and several moti'f"es 

urged me in the same direction, especially M. de Per­

signy's famous circular. It is an undeniable fact that, 

since that circular appeared, Freemasonry has entered 

upon a new p:1ase in France. Until then, shrouded in 

mystery, it only worked in the dark ; but, thanks to the 

encouragement ~ivcn to it by the Impori:ll Government, 

i: bas since that time come forward, as it were, into 

public life ; and its proselytism, always ardent, but for­

merly cautious and circumspect, is become more fer­

vent still : it has published books, started periodicals 

founded a number of new lodges, made a far larger 

number of recruits, lifted its banner on high ; and only 

t:IJ other day, a Freemason at one of the lodges dwelt 
1 
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emphatically on 'the rapid invasion of the whole world 

by Freemason doctrines.' * 

It would, in fact, be superfluous to deny the progre~s 

of the movement ; or to dissimulate its daily increasing 

influence, and the hidden but real part it has taken in 

contemporary revolutions. 

When one sees the preponderating rOle which Freema­

sonry plays the morning after those serious catastrophes 

which, in a moment, make a radical change in the po­

litical nnd social condition of a whole people ; when 

one considers tile part it takes in those sudden triumphs 

of violence in which it is ever ready to furnish both 

chiefs and soldiers, it is difficult to believe that it has 

nothing to say to them : and the study which I have 

made of the subject has proved to me, by the stronge[t 

possible evidence, that the strangest solidarity and the 

gravest responsibilities rest upon it. 

* Tl!e 3Ionde.Naoonnique, May 1870. p. 118. According to "' 

statement (probably exaggerated) mado by the same org&z:., 

• There exist at this moment n France 400,0JO Freemasons. Jn 

thi~ number women are not included.' Ibid. p. 212. 1 he ,1/, >n'c­

lifaoonniqu', which pub!ishes this document, does not attoq t 

to deny it; and we read in the O.mstitution Jfaconn'i<JII< Frrm­

caise, ART. 5, th:.t 'Fl'o,m<UJ~n."1J hope; ev. ntuaJly to <ml>race <"Ct1'!J 

mtmbet· of humanity.' 
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It is, then, impossible that such an institution should 

find us indifferent to its existence, or that we should 

hesitate to speak frankly of what we believe to be the 

truth. 

The hour is arrived when it has become a duty for 

U3, after having thoroughly enquired into the subject 

ourselves, to enlighten those who ought to know the 

real state of the case. 

For Freemasonry has its deceptions, by means of 

which it deludes its votaries, and which explain t:> a 

certain degree the singular attraction it has for the good 

meq whom it deceives. For there are two kinds of 

adepts in this society those who do not know its ulti­

mate aim or object ; and those, the real Freemasons, 

who know perfectly well what they are about, and , 

what it is that they are doing and aiming at. 

I have often been asked the following questions on 

the subject of Freemasonry : 

Is it an institution hostile to religion ? 

11-Iay a Christian become a Freemason ? 

Can one be at the same time a Freemason and a 

Christian? 

Some years ago, Mgr. de Kett3ler, ;Bishop of ~Iayence, 
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. one of the most learned bishops and large-minded of 
·men in Germany, was also obliged to give his attention 

.to this subject, and he has published a pamphlet with 

.this title: Can a Catholic become a Freemason 9 

.His answet· was the same as mine: and after a care­

)ful study of the question, I must reply as he does : 

•No.' A Catholic, a Christian, cannot be a Freemason. 

Why P Because Freemasonry is the enemy of Chris_ 

tianity, and in the depths of its heart an irreconcilable 

..enemy. 

I will go still further, and ask, Can a serious-minded 

man, a m.an .of sound common sense, become a Free­

_mason. ? 

..And I must answer equally clearly, 'No.' 

Then I .will examine what Freemasonry is,- in n so­

•cial and .political point of view. 

But I hasten to add : it is of the real Freemasons 

that T speak, not of those numberless and' honest dupes, 

of whom the Pope Pius IX. wrote that, in their igno­

rance, they went so far as to believe 'that this society 

is perfectly inoffensive, that it has no object but be­

nevolence, and that it cannot in consequence .bo a cause 

of danger to the Church of God.' 

·I 
I 
I 
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· Leaving the ::;uperftcial part of the question alone, 

and that outside show which has attracted so many 

people to this society, my intention is to go to the bot­

tom of things, and to find out the root from whence a. 

radical antagonism has arisen between Freemasonry and 

religion, unperceived by many, but not by all, of its 

members. 

Volumes have been written upon this institution, and 

volumes more may be written still. I hope to deal with 

the question more simply and shortly, and only study 

the principal points, the great lines, which decide the 

whole. 

I shall not, therefore, occupy myself in finding out 

the first origin of Freemasonry, nor the successive 

phases of its history, nor its attitude towards different 

governments, nor the policy of governments as regards 

it. All these things may be, and are, subjects of con­

troversy ; and I only wish to speak of things which 

lie beyond and above all dispute. 

I warn my readers also that it is not solely, but prin­

cipally, of French Freemasonry that I shall speak, and 

perhaps also of its neighbor, Belgian Freemasonry. 

The study I have made of the subjeGt, and of which 
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I shall here give the results, has been from tb.e only 

true source-from Freemasonry itself : 

1. In the text of its constitutions and its statutes. 

2. In the authentic works emanating from the diffe­

rent lodges. 

3. In the speeches made at the most remarkable Ma­

sonic meetings. 

4. In the Freemason newspapers and reviews. 

5. And lastly, in its exterior and publicly declared 

acts. 

I think, and hope, that a simple and startling light 

will be thrown upon the whole subject by this clear 

and unvarnished statement of facts.* 

*A great many of these docu.:nents, which are. absolutely in­

contestable, and which have in fact never been denied, are 

found in "very remarkable work published at Ghent by a coura­
geous and eloquent publisher, lll. A. Neut, under ~he title of 

La Franc·.Ma,·onnerie soumi8e au grand jour de la publlcile, ti 
l'nide de a·;cument.; autkentiques. 2 \'Cis. in Svo. I have also 

drawn matter from tho .Monde-.MaconniqUP, a lnonthly review 

published by the Freemasotts themselves; from the /Utu& de 

l'Apprenti, by the llrother Ragon; from the. Revue-M•Ironniq?« 
in l.a Franc Jl•Jfonnerie et la Ri:volution, by the P. Gautrcl~.>t, 

otc. ; C.!Jd several other sources. 
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THE RADICAL ANTAGONISM llETWEEN FREEMASONRY 

AND REJ,JGION. 

L 

The Position of the Qul'stion. 

CAN one be at the same time a Freemason and a 

Christian? 

I reply, No. 

Because J!freemasonry, in its true spirit, in its very 

essence, and in its last acts, is the declared enemy of 

Christianity, and, by its fundamental principles, an irre­

concilable enemy. 

I do not mean to dwell on what may have been said 

or done, without any bad meaning or intention, in the 

different lodges, and which suffices to explain the pres­

ence of certain men, both before and after '89, who 
7 
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were utterly blinded as to the ultimate end and object 

of the initiated. P!LilantMopy, fraternity, humanity, 

progreas-all these fine words which I read at the head 

of the first Re'Cue-Ma9<Jnnique (printed in France under 

the. Government of July), taken in their true sense, so 

far from being anti-Christian, belong, on the contrery, 

exclusively to Christianity. It is from us that the world 

learnt the terms ; but the question is to know how, in 

reality, Freemasonry understands and practises them. 

The 1st article of the French Masonic Constitution, 

voted in 1865, declares Freemasonry to be an 'essentially 

pltilantllropic' institution. It is a notable fact, however, 

and it is the Mondc-Ma9onnique itself which dccleres it, 

that 'Benevolence is not the object, but only one of the 

characteristics, and THE LEAST ESSENTIAL, of Freema­

sonry.' ' TIUJ least essential!' As these gentlemen assert 

this, it is well not to forget it. But then the real object, 

the essential ch&racteristics of the Society, I &sk, what 

arc they P The Freemasons reply : ' The progress of 

humunity.' Eut what progress P I reply: A pretended 

progress, without and against religion. 

nut here, at the very outset, Freemasonry stops me 

and exclaims : ' Religion ! Christianity I but read my 
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Constitutions, then I I don't trouble my head about 

them. I leave all such questions aside. I am not 

against Christianity. I respect the religious belief of 

each one of my disciples, and exclude no one for his 

faith. l have other things to attend to besides religion ; 

but I am not irreligious . . To respect all religiOI:s nnd 

attack none, such will ever be the inviolable rules of 

Freemasonry.' 

Such statements, in fact, I find incessantly in the offi­

cial declarations of the Order ; r.nd the 125th article of 

the Mnsenic Rule bears expressly on this point : 'It is 

a condition that in the lodges no question of religious 

controversy shall eyer be entertained.' 

But to these official declarations of Freemasonry I 

oppose the declarations. and the speeches made in the 

lodges by the heads of the Order, and which have at last 

been published ; first in Belgium, where for a long time 

the lodges have enjoyed an amount of liberty which has 

allowed them to say everything-a liberty which they 

only regan to enjoy in France since M. de Persigny's 

ci:cular in 186!.1 I listen then, nnd whet do I hellr? 

'• Freem:>sonry,' says the Drothcr Fe!ix fyct, 'J:as been for a 

long w!J.:Je a secret society. Dut the time is come wbcn sbe 
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Explosions of hatred and incessant war-cries against 

that very Christianity which by their constitutions they 

havo bound themselves to respect. 

should wa.lk with head uplifted, and openly CArry out her w~ll:. 

This secret sockty, like the ancient vestals, hAs constanUy 

guarded the sacred fire, and sheltered it tram the stormy w~ds 

of despotism. But to enlighten the world, the sun must come 

out of the cloud, the truth from behind the veil, and TlliC wou 

!!"BOX Tim LODGB.'-Le Rappel, quoted by the .Mil80ftic Worla 

M.a:r 1870, p. 162. 



II. 

Declarations of tl1e Masonic L_odg68. 

Christianity, it is said inccrs::r.tly in the lodges, is a 

•lying' 'bastard' 'l'eligion,' 'rcpu?.i'atcd by common sense,' 

· brutal-izing,' and which mmt be 'annihilated.' It is a 

ltenp offablcs,' a 'uorm-eate.n fabTir,' which mu>t fall to 

make way for a Jl1asonic Temple. Here arc some of their 

formal assertions, chosen out cf Ecmc thoumncs : 

'Catholicism is a used-up formula, repudiated by evcty 

sensible man; u worm-eaten fabric! At the end of eight­

een centuries the human conscience finds itself still f::.ce 

to face with this bastm·d 1·eligion, propounded by the suc­

cessors of the Apostles I It is not the lying religion flf tlte 

false priests rf a C!trist which will guide our steps.,. 

Tlms spoke, at the installation of the Lodge of 'IIupc,' 

tile great orator of the Lodge, the Brother Laeomble. 

According to this orator, the m:ni£ters of the Gospel 

• M. Neut, t . I. p. 142. 
11 



12 A Study of Frecmasoury. 

are 'a party which has undert&k€D to en elwin ull progress, 

stifle all light, and dest1·oy all liberty, in order to reign 

quietly over a brutalized population of ignorant ala-res.' 

• Further on he continues: 'To-day, that the light is 

beginning to shine through the clouds, we mue-t have 

the courage to make short work of all tltis rubbish of 

flrUea, even should the torch of reason reduce to cindm·a 

all that still remains atanding of these vestiges of igno­

rance and superstition.' • 

This is the way Freemasonry speaks : this is whnt it 

call~' not troubling its head about Christianity,' and how 

it • respects' it when it does occupy its attenticn. 

The same sentiments are expressed in all thoEc little 

book6 with which the Revolution and Freemawnry c.re 

deluging Rome at this moment, and which I have read 

with my own eyes. 

Its theme, its word of command, is precisely that of 

Voltaire: 'Let us crush the i11jamous 01/·e (Ecrasons l'in­

fdme).' 

These are the very words, in fact, used by the 'vene· 

rable' member of the lodge called la Fidolite at Ghent, 

on the occasion of his installation : 'In vain, with the 

• Jbirl. 
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. eighteenth century, we flattered ourselves to have 

CRUSHED TilE INF .. U!OUS ONE: be Only takes fresh and 

more vigorous root. • • · .' • 

Every one knows that Freemasonry received Voltaire 

in its lodges, and associated Itself with his work. And 

as a further proof that, f~ithful to these ill-omened 

traditions, it bas never ceased to fight with Voltaire, 

either privately or publicly, but with an indefatigable 

perseverance, against Catholic institutions and all Chris­

tian. influences, we may quote the words of Drother 

Jean ]laceS, one of the most eminent of the Freema­

son body, who at a great Masonic dinner at Strass­

burg proposed the toast of Voltaire in. the following 

words: 

'To the memory of Brother Voltaire, that inde­

fatigable soldier. All the battles he fought he 

gained, my brethren, on our behalf and for our 

profit.' • 

,According to Brother Jean Mace, Reualed Religion is 

• .M. Neut, t. v. p. 281. 

• u Monde-Mocc•-niq-ut, May 1867, p. 25. It is a well-lmoWD 

fact that all the Masonic 'wo1kshops of Paris, savblg one, sub­

•crlbed to Voltaire's statue. 
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a log which humanity drags after it ; but 'happi:y,' he 

adds, 'Freemasonry is at hand to replace tlte fait7£ in 

JUvelation ultich is rapidly disappearing.' • 

Next, let us li~ten to the words cf the Grand Master 

of the Frencll Freemawcs, the Brother Esb::.ud-Lari· 
' 

bicre, norr..inated three years ag-o Prefect cf the Pyrt-

nees-Orientales, in which pest he died: 'Freemaeonry,' 

he says, 'is superiQr to all dogmas.' . . • • Anterior 

and superior to all religions,' writes ano~her brother, 

'Freemasonry is to g1:ve a new imp'1'.lse to tile u:orld.' 7 

And ill fact, in another speech, this very Babaud-Lari­

bicre cxcldms, 'All dogmas are perishing fatally.' He 

therefore declares Catholic dogma dead : Rome, its 

capital, a dead town ; and clearly puts Frcenu:wnry as 

the irreconcilable adt·ersary of Catholicism : ' Wh::.t is 

the fundamental doctrine of our adurearics? Ani~­

mutable dogma. What is their capital? A dead town.' 

And after this insolent assertion he gees en to prcclsi.r:.1 

Paris to be the capital of Freemasonry and the Vntican 

o~ the human race. 'Freemnsonry, en tlle coni1"a?"!J, bas 

established its Vatican here, in this Paris, where ideas 

• Lo Hondo-Mccfm114q!u, May 1670, p. 118. 

• J~ld. p. 139; ibid. November 1666, p. {32, 
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boil and purify themselves as in a furnace.' • This was· 

spoken nnd applauded in a generel assembly of the 

' Grand Orient.' 

It is Freemasonry, then, which is to t•eplace Chris­

tianity. And It can dq eo if it will. 'W1TU n:~:n WON• 

DEBFUL onoANIZATJON,' says F.·. F£lix Pyat, 'Free­

masonry MAY, IF llHE WILL, Jlli:PLACE THE CHRISTIAJ{· 

CHURcn.'' 

Such nrc the declarations of these gentlemen. 

But we must proceed fmher. The hatred of Chri&­

tianity becomes more nnd more pronounced, and arrives, 

if I may so speak, at its paroxysm : ' It wants energy 

to carry the scalpel into the very sanctuary of that blind 

faith ?.Cltich ?.Ce lta'Ce tmckcd from our motlters' ~Teaau. 

. . No; THE REVEALED Goo DOES NOT EXIST •. ' 10 

And at Ghent, the Venerable Brother of' La Jl'id6/,ite • 

exclaims: 

'We must raise ALTAlt AGAINST ALTAlt; tcaclting 

, Qgainat teaclting. • • • We must fight ; but fight with 

:the ceztninty of victory.' 

Then he adds : 

• Lf Jf~JfarCinnlqw, July 1869, p. 171. • Lf lla;pptl, quoted 

lty theNa«~llio World. •• .M. Ncut, t. 1. p. 14l. 
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' To them (the ministers of Christ) we leave their ("'1/ 

.and PERVERSE morality, their grou fanaticism. To us, 

,pure morals, disinterestedness, self-devotion. Freema· 

,flOnry rejects these idolatrous pltanta&mag01"ia. 

:FreemaSOnry ia abO'IJ6 an religi0fl8.' II 

Lastly: 'We are oun OWN Gons.' 12 

And the ' Vente Supr€TM' of the Carbonarists, whi~h 

thas intimate affinities with Freemasonry, says frankly : 

'Our final object and aim is that of Voltaire in the 

.French Revolution : THE TOTAL ~NIHILATION FOR 

EVER OF CATIIOLICITY AND OJ!' ALL IDEAS OF Cums-

. 'I'IA.NITY., 11 

Those who fancy they can be at the same time Chris­

•tians and Freemasons must begin to see that this is some· 

·what difficult. But Freemasonry docs not restrict itself 

rto the speeches made in its lodges ; and the warfare 

'Which it carries on against religion outside its walls is 

:as rabid as its hatred. 

u Speech pronouneell. by B. Frantz Faider on the occa>lon of hb 

in@tallatlon as Venerable of the Lodge of • La Fld~lit6,' Ghent.-A. 

Neut, t.l. p.2SO, et seq. 1t lbtd. 

u Secret Instruction addreaeed to a1: the • VmUI • by the • Yc11t. 

Btlprlme, • • The Church In Face of the Revolution, • t. II. p, 82. 
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&me Ezamplea of the War 1IJagtiJ agr.A711lt Religiqn 11g' 

~ry. 

Of this warfare, which is the foundation and the deep­

est thought of Freemasonry, I will only quote three 

facts, which can leave no doubt on any impnrtial mind 

as to the real spirit of the Order. 

I will :first ask : Was it not with a deeply-seated hostile 

intention that, in 1869, at Brussels, Naples, and Paris, 

those new councils (in Masonic language, con1:ention1) 

were convened in the face Cl/ the (Ecumenical CO'Uncil r 
• And quite lately, has not a simi!ar 'co1wention' tried to 

meet in Rome itEelf P We may remember that this Pa­

ris Convention was announced by a circular of the Grand 

Master of the Order, General Mellinet, wbo had been at 

the same time, under the Empire, Commander-in-chief 
17 
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of the National Guard of Paris. The following is the 

circular: 

'TT .·. CC.·. FF .·.~which meens, Very de&r Bro­

thers],-The General Assembly of the" Grand Orient" 

of France, in its last Session, passed the following rcEO­

lution: 

• The undersi~d, considering that, under present 

circumstances, #ftlte face of tlte ~jmenical Council 

which is about to open, it is import~at Freemasonry 

should solemnly ajfirm ita great p1'inciplc11 • • . . • etc. 

'Invite the T. ·.H.·. [most mighty] Grand Master 

and the Council of the Order to convoke, on the 8th of 

December next, a" Convent" [Convention] of the dele­

gates of all the workshops of obedience, of those of the 

other rites, end of foreign ledges, to elaborate 11.nd vote 

a manifesto wltick sltall be the c~re88ion of tltis ajJirma. 

tion.' 

[The signatures follow.] 

(Signed) MELLINET, 

' Grand Master of tlte Order.' 

I only wish to make one remark upon this circular : 

it is upon the motive of this projected Convention. It 

is to elaborate and vote a solemn manifesto-for v<hat 
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purpose? To atllrm certain principles which it was im-

portant to lay down in face of tlte (]J);umenical Council. 

Would it be possible to declare in a more explicit man­

ncr the fiagrant antagonism between Freemasonry and 

the Catholic Church f And if it were possible to have 

any doubt left on the subject, would it not be enough, 

to remove it, to remember a letter pubhshed at that time 

by M. Michelct, and in which the 'mani(eatati()'ll,' which 

it was incumbent on the Freemasons to make (according 

to M. Michelet), ' in face of the (Ecumenical Council, • 

WOuld be 'THE TRUE COUNCIL WmCH WOULD JUDGE THE 

FALSE ONE' ? " 

The second fact, by which the warfare declared by 

Freemasonry against Christianity is clearly revealed, 

consists in the attacks emanating from the Masonic 

lodges against the religious institutions of Christianity, 

institutions which they affirm muEt be 'crmlteil' and 

'EXTIRPATED, EVEN BY FORCE.' 'THE JIIONKIBli HYDRA' 

is the t~rm which the Venerable' of the Lodge of Th1 

Three Friends' applied to Christianity; and another 

• Venerable' (in a speech on the occasion of his instal­

lation), quoting this 'happy expression,' exclaims:.. 

u Letter of 2tth October 1869, publlllhed lu all the newspapen. 
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'This monBish hydra, so often crushed, threatens again 

to lift its hideous head ;' •• while a third, in the midst of 

frantic applause, adds : 'It is our right and our duty to 

occupy ourselves with this question, and it is high time 

that the country should take the law into its own hands, 

EVKN SHOULD FORCE BE NECESSARY TO ERADICATE TmS 

LEPROSY 1 (bravos). 10 

And now what are we to say to those l:Iasonic confra­

ternities in which they enter into a formal engagement 

to have neither baptism, nor rclir..:ous marriage, nor 

priest at the sick-bed ; where they go so-far as to issue 

orders to the members of the confraternity to intervene 

in the most odious manner, at the last hour, between the 

dying man and b.is fam(y, whereby the adept of Free­

masonry thus deprives himRclf, by these sacrilegious 

engagements, of all possible return of conscience or re­

pentance at the hour of death ? 

From whence sprung this horrible sect, which seems to 

have given itself the mission to immolate all hope be­

tween what they call the 'eternal unknown' which 

u M. Nent, t.!. p. 280. 

'' !lpeeehof the:UrotherBonrlard at the Grand OrlmtotBelgtum. 

June 24, 1854. Neut, t.l. p. 807. 
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precedils birth and the 'eternal nothingness' which fol· 

lows death ? From the Masomc lodges in Belgium. 

whence _it passed quickly to the Masonic lodges in 

France. Very soon, in fact, one of the Paris lodges 

(L' A~:~enir), in imitation of the Belgian Freemasons, 

created in its bosom a committee or confraternity of 

this kind. The following is the 10th art. in its statntes : 

'Art. 10.--;-Lest the fre<'-thinker should be prevented 

at the moment of death, by strange injluen~ea' (those of 

his OWII. family !', ' from fulfilling ms OBLIGATIONS TO• 

wARDS THE COJ!O!ITTEE, he will remit to three of the 

Ill-others (to facilitate their mission in ~uch a case) a 

MANDATE, of which taere shall be at least three official 

copies, giving full authority to these brothers to protest 

loudly, iC, for an1 reason wlLatsoe~;er, his formal will and 

resolution should be disregarded to be buried without anr 

kind of religious. rite.'" 

And they call this the right to die in freedom (le lilm­

motwir)! They thus bind the will of their members­

They institute of their own free will this revolting intru­

sion In the very heart of their own families, so that the!!e 

Freemasons, armed with a threefold copy cf the man-

" Qnoted In the .MOfld•-Ma(:(Jnnlt]?U, t.lx. 
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date, may come into a house and say to the father, mo­

ther, wife, or children of the dying victim, 'This dying 

man, this corpse belongs to us. Be so good as to leave 

us alone and retire I ' 

It is, then, the member of the Freemason committee, 

and he alone, who will watch by the dying bed ; and 

when his last hour is at hand there will be for the un­

happy Freemason neither father, mother, wife, nor 

child ; neither brother nor sister, nor any link of family 

or friendship or religion ; nothing but the committee 

and its tyranny I 

It is true that in France the official organ of Free­

masonry has been somewhat shocked at the publicity 

given to this monstrous abuse, which had been but too 

Ion~ tolerated. From reasons of OTder and p!11dence, 

the Grand Master pretended that this extreme measure 

was a reflection on Masonic principles, and in conse­

qulnce he suspended the lodge called • L' A 'l'enir ' for six 

month~. But how often, and in bow many other lodges 

and Masonic newspapers, have not the prir.drles of the 

' .Ar.enir' and the confraternity been proclc.irncd ? That 

which the Masonic journals, such as the M< r.dc-,Va~­

nique, set up ahove evf'rything is AtbPiFm ty the dying-
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bed. These deaths wi)hout God, these departures for 

eternity without any religious consolations, these fune­

rals without prayers, these are what this newspaper calls 

' dying wilkaut weakneaa.' 18 In one single number I sec 

related and carefully chronicled five deaths and five 

burials of this sort, two of which are of women ! •• and 

they arc described in these terms : ' Ile died without the 

assistance of a minister of any religion.' ' He died faith­

ful to his principles, and was buried without a priest.' 

'Useless to mention that the funeral of Mdme. F. was n 

purely civil ceremony.' And again : 'Upwards of two 

thousand :\Iasons followed the hearse of Mdme. S. C.' 

Elsewhere, in the same review, I read : 'Ever since 

1863 Brother :Bremond, treasurer of the lodge called 

"L'Echo du Grand Orient," had entrusted to the "V cnc­

rable " of the lodge a letter, in which he declared : " I 

wish to be burled ciL'illy and Ma,onically."' •o 

So that I am not surprised to read in this same Monde­

Jla91Jnnique that the R. ·. Lodge 'L' Ecole Mutuelle,' which 

has for first Sur.·. (Inspector) Brother Tirard, placed 

11 L• Nllflde-Ha~onni:J"-4s, 1\ov•mber 18'6, 

"Ibld. December 1867, p. 400, nndSep:ember 1868, p. 80. 

so .IrJW.. JulrtBi3, p. 1118. 



24 A Study of Frctmasonry. 

among the 'orders of the day,' for discussion, the fol· 

lowing subject : 

• On the Or;pnisation of C:vit and Masonic Burials.' 11 

And, alas, what impieties, and, I must add, what 

miserable stupidities these lod~ orators indulge in on 

these occasions I Thus, at the funeral of Brother Bre­

mond, of whom we spoke just now, Brother Pinchenat 

exclaimed : ' Man dies, but his ideas do not die with 

him. . . . Poor dear brother, thou wilt revive in us I ' .. 

What a consolation for this poor Brother Bremond thus 

to revive in the dear Brother Pinchcnatl Do not then 

talk to me any more of this toleration and respect for 

religion, inscribed, muet one say, so hypocritically, on 

the frontispiece of the Masonic Constitution. 

Sl IWd. May 1866, p, 30. Sl .lbib, Jul:y 1878, p. 161. 



IV. 

Fre~:71ft.Jonry and tlte Ezi1tt111ce of God. 

But let us look at this question a little closer, and, to 

show the absolute incompatibility of the fundamental 

principle of Freemasonry with Christia:!ity, let us sec 

how they themselves understand it, and to what a point 

nt last they nrc obliged to come : even to actual Athe­

ism. Y cs, the principle of absolute liberty of conscience, 

without check or limit, which Freemnsonry proclaims, 

does not allow of the profession, with any consistency, I 

do not say of Christhnity w.erely, but even of belief in 

the existence of God, that dogma which certain Masons 

have fanc:ed to be a primary one of their Order. In 

principle, FrcE:masonry is n society without faith of nx:y 

sort, and without any belief, even in God. Recent de­

bates in its body have proved this beyond doubt, even 

without the ie1perious logic referred to above. 

Let us say a few words upon these debates. An hi&-
26 
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torian, a Freemason an'd a member at this very moment 

of the National Assembly, M. Henri Martin, had the l!lis­

fortune to write in October 180() the following lines in 

the Sucle: 

• Freemasonry is a Theist society; receiving into its 

bosom men of eDery form of religion, on condition that 

they profess the principle of religious liberty. Its ob­

ject,' adds M. Martin, • is the good of mankind and the 

progress of the world ; and its associates are God'swork­

me::J. towards that end. Fre&mnsonry is either that or 

notWng. · To wipe out from the Masenic programme 

tlte Great .Arcltitect of tlte uniiX!rse, would be to blot out 

Freemasonry itself ; take away the Architect, and you 

have neither temple nor Masons .... The orthodox mem­

bers of the Freemason body are therefore perfectly in 

the right when they refuse the title of Masons to those 

who rej~ct the Architect and knock down His temple.' 

These words roused a real storm in Freemasonry. On 

all sides the Masons started up with indignation at the 

idea that their Order should be represe:Jted as a Theist 

soeiety, believing in God as the .Architect of tlte uniterse; 

and energetic protests were heard on all sides. .An 

orator of one of the Parisian lodges, Brgther Henri 
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Brisson, who is also a member of the National As­

sembly, accused M. Henri Martin of having by tilb 

statement spoken the language of ' an c;ToLERAN'l 

SECTARIAN.' JII. :ri. Martin bas not understood the 

fundamental principle of Freemasonry. 'If to acknow­

ledge this great Architect were,' as Jl'[. H. Jllnrtin e1"1·on­

eously asserts, 'a primary dogma of Freemasonry,' 

tltere wovld be neither liberty of coniiCience nor freedom of 

opinion among the Masons.'"" 

Two other Freemasons, who at this time were members 

of the Council of Order, Brother Caubet and Brother 

Jlbssol (recently elected a member of the Municipal 

Council of Paris), declared that if Freemasonry pro­

fessed faith in God, then • Freemasonry would only be 

another religious sect, heving, like all other sects, its 

do~as, its orthodoxy, and its profession of faith.' 

A.nd they quote, to support thrir argument, 'a report 

emanating from a general commission of Freemasons as­

sembled in 1863, ultose conclusions uere adopted.' 

This report says: 

'Freemasonry is an institution remtned from all yoke 

of Olturclt 01' priesthood, j1·om all capricea of Revelations 

uz.. T~mp#l. Navember4, 1866. 
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and from all the hypothue8 of the mystic&.',.. The lty­

pot!l&es of the mystics, as we too well know, signify sim­

ply the existence of God, declared many times by Bro­

ther Masso!, by the partisans of moral independence, by 

the Positivists, and by the Freemasons, to ·be ' an lty­

potltetris wldclt cannot be 1:erijied.' 

Thus the report a:loptcd by the General Jllasonic As­

sembly of 1863 expressly declares that Freemasonry is 

an institution freed from the yoke, not only of revealed 

belief, but even of simple faith in God. 

M. Henri Martin seemed, however, to have so much 

the more right to represent Freemasonry as a Theist 

society, that .all its official documents are headed with 

this formula: ' To the glorp of tltc Great .t11·c!titect of tl1C 

universe j' and that, still further, the question seems to 

have been decided in favor of Theism in the great 

]lasonic Convention of 1860. 

This convention had for its principal work the claborr.­

tion of a new constitution for the French l\lasons. I t 

was on this occasion tl.at the question was mooted and 

discussed with renewed ardor as to whether they should 

retain their old formulas for the heading of their official 

14 u .Konde·.Macoonigue, November 1866, pp. 439-Ml. 
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acts or not. Whilst the lodge was elaborating their new 

constitution, out of a hundred and fifty-one motions 

pro;>osed to the 'Grand Orient' at Paris, sixty of them 

dcm:mdcd the absolute aboliticn of all formulaD affirming 

t , e existence of God. 

:C~cverthcle~s, after the most animated debates in the 

Convention, the formula was preserved. But, alas, if 

the old formula remained, its logic was against it ; for 

it stands to reason that, logically, the abstraction of all 

belief proclaimed by the Masonic constitution as its 

fundamc:1tal ba3is, does not permit the obligatory pre­

scription of n formula where the existence of God is 

proclaimed; In consequence, numberless protests were 

heard in the bosom of the lodges. 

I read in the ~Iondc-}f~nnique: 

• !:1 its sitting of tho 26th October the first section of 

the grm::t Central Lodge (Scotch rite), composed of depu­

ties elected by each ('fthe lodges of tl..eit· obedience, declared 

that, according to their ideas, Freemasonry had no busi­

ness to affirm the existence of God.' •• 

The question, therefore, was revived in the General 

Assembly of the • Grand Orient,' presided over by the 

••Ibid, November 1BC6, p. 41ll 
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Grand Master, General Melllnet, on the 18th June 1867. 

The debate was even more exciting than on the previous 

occasion. 'On this question,' writes the Monde-Ma9on­

nique, 'hangs the very existence of Freemasonry, that 

which constitutes its raison rfetre, and which is as the 

marrow of its bones.' • • They say,' exclaims the same 

jounal with indignation, • we are Deists : Fre~asonry 

is the eldest daughter of Deism·.' Will Freemasons 

agree to this proposition f We will see if they nrc 

willing to COVER THEMSELVES WITH SIIAME; they Who 

have proclaimed so loudly their UNIVEHSAL TOLERA­

TION! 27 

We have before us the curious debates which took 

place in that General Masonic Assembly, which con­

sisted of '200 delegates, representing lES workFhcr-s.' 

The adversaries of the formula maintained that Free­

masonry should give a definition of God, or not speak 

of it any more, for to admit all the gods would be a ne­

gation ; that ' morality docs not need to lean upon God ; ' 

and that' Freemasonry, by affirming the idea of God, 

would pass into the condition of a Church.' .. 

21 April 1867. p. 50. 

••ibid. Julyl867 

tT A ugust·l86G, p. 200. 



A Stttdy of FrumasomJI. 31 

Notwithstanding this logic, the tactics of prudence 

won the day. The formula was retained. But, in re­

ality, what did this vote mean? .And to those who un­

derstand what Freemasonry really means, can anything 

be more empty ? ·Annulled by Masonic toleration, 

which, admitting all the gods, i8 but a negation-that is to 

say, Atheism, according to the frank expression of 

Brother Pellctan-can thia formula be taken seriously f 

'Is it not true,' exclaimed another brother, Brother 

Garisson, at the ?t!asonic Convention-' is it not true 

that Proudhon, one of the master-minds of this century, 

has been received among the Freemasons ? Have not 

the young men of the Liege Congress been received? 

Yes, certainly. We have stretched out to them the 

hand of fellowship, and have said to them: Work with 

ua!' (Applause.) 28 

Yes, all this is quite true. Yes. Proudhon was re­

ceived as a Freemason-the man who said, 'God is the 

origin of evil ; ' and who to the question, 'What do we 

owe to God ? ' replied, ' War.' 

And the young men of the Lii-ge Congress, who ut­

tered thode horrible and savage cries 'Hatred to God I ' 

"Ibid. 
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'War to God I' 'We will rend the heavens like a sheet 

of paper ! '-these young men were considered ad­

mirable auxiliaries to Freemasonry, which has stretched 

out to them the hand of fe!low8hip. In truth, thm•e 

among the Frec~asons who had any logicul conse­

quence have never ceased to protest against this for­

mula, and hope soon to arrive at making it disappear 

from the regulations. ' Our contradictors,' writes the 

Monde-Ma9f)nnique (in the same number in which the 

vote was recorded), 'have only acquired the right to be 

intolerant ; • and Freemasonry remains ' the universal 

temple eternally opened TO ATHEISTS as well as to Pan­

theists,' etc. etc. 90 

And if we wish to learn what is hidden under this 

formula, even for those who adopt it, it is the annihila­

tion of all forms of worship. Read in the Ritun.lf11' the 

1lason Apprentice the commentary given by the' Vener­

able • to the neophyte about to be reeei ved : 

' Deism is belief in G~ wit/wtlt revtlation or form of 

'IM1'1hip. It is the religion of the future, destined to re­

plau. all1·eligi·m,J~, • etc. 1' 

UJb!d. Jnly 1,867. u Ritual qf the MaBon .Appr· ntice, cou-

talnlng the Ceremonial, by J. M. Rago .. , p. 46. 
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Listen, ngain, to the peremptory professions of faith 

made in 1 he great Masonic 888eml.Jlies : 

'I affirm that THE NAME OF GOD IS A.·WORD VOID 011' 

SENSE.' 80 

'We must not only place ourselves above different re­

ligions, BUT ABOVE ALL DELIEF IN ANY GoD WHAT· 

E"TER.' SJ 

'It is ONLY FOOLS WHO BPEAK AND DREAM STILL 011' A 

Gon.'" 

Thus we have a Deist etique:.te which is, at bottom, 

nothing but a declaration of open war against all posi­

tive religion ; this very etiquett.IJ repudiated as strongly 

by the most active and working members of the associa­

tion as by lo:;kal principles ; a total abstraction of all 

dogma, the prb("iplc of absolute and unustrained liberty 

-that is to sav. absolute ind:fferentism-consccrating a 

negation of the most audacious kind, and carrying away, 

little l.Jy lit!le, the la~t remains of a worn-out formula ; 

the most nihilist doctrines invading the lodges more and 

more, and Atheism proclaimin!{ itself, and installing 

itself, if I may venture to say so, with supreme audacity 

., I.t.:u• T.odue. sr.:~. A. Neut, xi. p. 287. 

II Jbfcl, p. 2~ 8 Jl){d. ___ -.., __ 
\_IF ; . : 
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on the ruins of all belief in God. Such is, a.t this very 

n.oment, the doctrinal schedule of Freemasonry. 

Can any one seriously, after this, put the question if 

a Christian can be a Freemason P 

. ' 



v. 

Freemasonry and tl~.e Immortality of ths &Jul. 

As regards the immortality of the soul, the same de­

bates arose b. the bosom of Freemasonry as those on the 

belief in God. 

Thus when the last king of the Belgians died, Leo­

pold-although he received the consolations of the Pro­

testant failh, and in consequence really abjured Freema­

sonry-the Belgian Freemasons were determined to take 

possession of his memory, and a great funeral ceremony 

was celebrated in his honor t.t the 'Grand Orient' in 

Belgium. But the following words had been attached 

to the rood-loft of the Masonic Temple by the directors 

of the ceremony : 

'Tlte soul, emanating from God, is ete1·nal.' 

Against which monstrous (~) assertion the Louvain 

Lodge,' La Constance,' addressed the following protest 

to the 'Grand Orient :' 

'Considering thatjree-tMnking has been admitted by 
35 



36 A Study of Frecmasoury. 

the Belgian lodges as afuruiamental principle, the lodge 

the "Constance," the "Orient" of Louvain, energeti­

cally protests against this blow dealt by the "Grand 

Orient" to the principles which are the basis of Free­

masonry.' •• 

This protest of the Freemasons of ·Lou vain was 

warmly applauded in England and Fr:!'ncc. A Masonic 

journal, the Chain of Union, from London, wrote : 

'WhQ can affirm that the soul, emanating from God, 

is immortal ? Who has any proof of it ? For centu­

ries Popes and Councils have sought for this evidence 

and have not found it, ... and they will never find it 

in heaven, because the UUMAN SOUL IS SELF CllEA.TED. 

'W c support, therefore, the protest of our brothers of 

Lou vain. It is with such phrases, always empty and in· 

coherent, and emanating from the region of fancy and 

imagination, that one arrives, sooner or later, at enslav­

ing (encapuciner) a country. Brothers of Lou vain, you 

were right to protest.' .. 

" p, o~Mtatfon qf the Lodg~ ' (}omt:znCI!' of Louvcrin. Dated 17th 

day, flrst montl1, 15800 (1866). Quoted by~[. Neat. 

u The Okain of l'nton. London, let :May 1866. Qnoted by the 

Jf<md .. Haronnfqu~. 
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And on tht:ir 11ide the Monde-Ma9<Jnnique exclaims : 

' How is it that the Belgian Grand Orient does not un­

derstand that, by publicly affirming through this inscrip­

tion the immortality of the soul, a serious attack is ma!le 

on liberty of conscience ? ' " 

The • Grand OrieiJt' in consequence spurned the pro­

test-but how P Was it by affirming the immort:llity of 

the soul P Nu; it ueclared the formula w::s not used in 

a serious sense ; that it compelled no one to believe in 

it ; and was only admitted on that occasion out of re­

Sl)Cct to old traditions ; that these questions cf God nnd 

the soul cannot possibly r&eeivc any reat solution,- and 

that, in fact, the essence of Freemasonry was not to pro­

fess any fo~m of belief. 

• Already, in 1G37, the "Grand Orient" of llclgiun, 

had freed national Freemasonry from all religious and 

philosophic do;;mas_ . • • The " Grund Orient'' pre­

serib~s no do:;rna whatever. If the principle of the im­

mortality of the soul should appear in its rituals or in 

its formularies, if the idea of God should be produced 

under the denomination of the " Great Architect of the 

•• Tho M<mdt·Jfarunn!qu~. No,.ember tSOO. p. 421. 
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universe,." it is because 8'Uch arc tlte traditions of tltc Order. 

But this formula is binding on no man's conscience. In 

these days it would be puerile to strive to raise questions 

which can lead to nu po>~ble solution!' 

And to show still inore cle:lrly what this unb:)lief al· 

lows the lodges to say, I will quote a few more fragments 

of speeches made at the· funeral of certain brothers who 

had objected to receiving the consolations of religion on 

their death-beds: 

' In the supreme recollection of his conscience he ad­

vanced towards the infinite with the calm of antiquity.' 

This is spoken of a Freemason who died as he had lived, 

without Christ and without God. 'A true Masen ought 

to die as he had lived, as aj1·ee-tltinker, and .so fur from 

looking upon such a death as a disgrace, it is a title 

which should be frankly claimed ...• ' ss 

\Ve have numberless Masonic speeches before our 

eyes where the same language has been held. What 

does Brother Ragon (the founder of the lodge of the 

' Trino.~opltes' at Paris, and the author of the ritu:::.l we 

have lately quoted) think of death and immortality ? 

· •• Speech or Drotber nanwct, Sov. Gr. Commander. Neut, t. l. 

p. 155. 

1 
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That death is nothing but ' the DEPERSOYIFICATION 

of the individual, whose material clements,' continues 

Brother Ragon (and this is ,:mtno1·tality as he under­

stands it), 'are decomposed, united to analogous cle­

mcnt!J, and thus concur in the infl.ilite transformations 

of continually·animated matter." 

Certainly it would be impossiule to profess more 

crudely a coarser Materialism or a more barefaced 

.Atheism . 

.And what shall we say of that curious funeral oration 

pronounced over the tomb of Brother Bourdet (of the 

R. L. 'La Per&e'Derance' of the 0 . ·. of .Aries) by Bro­

ther Coindre ? ' Brother Bourdet, each of the parts of 

thy body is about to disappear from us, and return to 

tho uni1!ersal crucible whence they came out, to concur 

in the formation of a myriad of other bodies.' 38 

So Brother Bourdet has made great progress. But his 

soul-where is it going? Of his soul, as a matter of 

course, not one word. Masonic immortality, in the the­

ories which we have just enunciated, consists neither in 

the immortality of tho soul nor of the person, became, 

on the contrary, the inc!ividunl is ~ dcpcrsonijicd' by 

u Lt .Montlt·Xrzronnlf111e, July 18Gi,p. 173. 
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death ; but·in that of the material elamentE, whicll ha vc 

not been annihilated. It is the same with hili ideru: : 

' The idea wlticTt t!ie aeacl man followed will not die mt 1, 

!tim; it pauea into the mir.d of tlwse tcho remain,' ::.nc 

(they add gravely) 'I!i SUCII A WAY TB:A T NOTHING It 

LOST •••• ' 

Is not this hiding, under a Iaughabie and !ying for­

mula, the most miBerabie hopes ~ 

Elsewhere, on the torr.b of the Head of the 'GranC. 

Orient' of Belgium, Brother Verhagen exc!airr.f : ' H~: 

did not allow his la!t moments tr: be preceded by super· 

8titiuus eg:piationa.' 

These are the terms in v.hich Freemasons speak of 

the consolations which religion, and religion alone, can 

give to the dying, at that tcrribie moment when the 

world vat:.ishes from their gaze, to leave thP.m alone 

with an eternal future. The orator continues : ' Our 

regrets are not troubled by 'Dilin fear&, our hopes do not 

rest on ideas of vain c?·edulity . .•. Certain emblematic 

purifications warn us that the creating fire is the 60lt 

purijiootor of nature.' •• 

The orator, in fact, exposed this beautiful theory of 
co:M. Neut, t.l. p. 149. 
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the creating flra and aol8 puriflcator of nature before a 

monument, at the foot of which rose a cypress. In 

front of the plntform, on an altar of a cubic form, were 

plac~>d vases of silver and crystal, containing fire, in­

rtn.,e or perfumt, lustral tcater, etc. Fire, perfumes, 

lusrral water-it is, cs one can see; a complete worship 

-nothing is ~;antbg. .And in all the accounts of the 

funeral ceremonies which tho Freemasons celebrate 

amongst themselves in their temples, what a ·strange 

ceremonial ! And ::.t the bot toe of it all, what empti­

ness ! Grancl-~ounG.ing words covering such empty 

ideas ! What pomp tn nothingness ! 

I copy literally a Masonic trace; that is to say, an offi­

cial report. It is upon the last honors paid to Brother 

Fontainas, Burgomaster of Brussels : 

When t!lc Supreme Council has taken the place re­

served for it, the Venerable Master in tho chair recol­

lects himself, and says : 

'First Brother Superintendent, what o'clock is 

it f' 

The F. B .S.: -' The hour when the end has become the 

beginning.' 

The Venerable Ma&ttf" in the· chair : 'It is the law of 
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nature.' (A great truth, certainly I) • My brothers, let 

~s do our duty.' 

lie tl1en walks, foiiowed by the Supreme Council, the 

deputies of the different lodges, and thE' Brother~ who 

arc to decorate the columns, to the tomb. 

Tllo Vmera~le Master in tho chair : ' Brothel Andrew 

Fontainas, answer us I ' 

In va.in the First and Second Brothers t:;uperintcndents 

repeat the same mournful appeal. The tomb remains 

dumb. The Venerable then says: 'The Master remains 

deaf to the voice of his Brothere.' I should think eo t 

He has been already buried for several days. 

These words arc followed by the lugubrious sounds of 

the tum.tum, the vibration of which expirct> f;}owly un. 

der the roof of the tempie. 

The Brother orator then pronounces a 'bit of archi· 

tc::turc' (in other words, a speech). I quoted a portion 

of it above : ' A true Mason should die as he hsR lived,' 

etc. 

Then, after the ceremonies (which I have abrid;cd;. 

they go to the temple of immortaWy, which· is all lit up 

with burning torches. There another Brother OJ;atoi 

explains what are the Masonic hoi>es, freed, let it be 
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clearly understood, ' from. all the prisons of· Catholic 

dogma and other particular sects.' 

The ~onde-Mayonnique was thus quite right to desig­

nate in this manner the two pompous formulas of Freema­

oonry: 'God, tlte Great .Architect oftlte 1miversc,' 'a gen­

eric denomination which all the world may accept, EVEN 

THOBE WHO DO NOT DELIEVE IN GOD.' 

• 17te immortality of the soul,' or the perpetuity of exist­

ence, if NOT DiDIVIDUA.T., AT LEAST COLLECTTVE ; 41 that 

is, not the immortality Of the POU)Und Of the individual, 

but the perpetuity of the species. So that Brother Dr. 

Guepin could say without being contradicted : 

'The majority, which has chosen to inscribe over our 

sanctuaries God and the immortality of the soul, is in­

tolerant.' And the pastor Zillc, whom I quoted just 

now, added: 'Only FOOLS, ignorant and weak in un­

derstanding, dream still of God and of the IMMOR­

TALITY OF THE SOUL.' 



VI. 

IncompatibiU(y of the Fundamental Principle o.f Frctma­

sonry wit11 all Religion. 

I~ is thus evident, if we choose to refiect for a moment, 

that the fundamental principle of Freemasonry implies, 

not only a formal negation of Christianity, but, besides, 

a flagrant philosophical error. It is!' very formula of 

scepticism and of the most complete indifferentism. 

:What, in fact, is the principle ? Free-thinking. 

'Free-thinking is the Fll{DAlll~.'"iTAL PBINCIPLD Of Free­

masonry ' " ' Not B&BTUAIXED, but COllPLii:TE'" and uni­

versal liberty.' 'A liberty which. shall ie A!'lBOLUTE, 

without limit, in it& julle3t extent.' •• • Absolute liberty 

of conscience is t!1e ONLY BASrs of Freemasonry.' .. 

'Freemas-onry is, in fact, ABOVE all dogmas.' •• It is 

u A. Ncnt, t. I. 408. 

<> :U Jlond&-Mac~'· November l!J66,Jl. 441 • 

.. Ibitl, MAy 1866, p. u. " I11l4. •• nw 
44 
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' ABOVE all religions.' •• ' Liberty of conscience is SUPE­

RIOR TO AI.L FORMs of religious belief"" (whatever they 

may be, even to the belief in God). 'Freemasonry is 

:1:1 institution withdrawn from all the RYPOTHES::s OF 

TII~ liiYSl'ICS. ' ' 9 'Freemasons ought, ia consequence, to , 

p:ace themselves, not ~nly above different religions, but 

cn!irely above all belief IN ANY GOD WHATSOEVER. ' .. 

Finally, they go so far as to say: 'We will be our owM 

priuts alll.l our OWN GODS. •• And this unlimited, com­

plot:!, and universal liberty is a JUGH1'.' 62 Thus liberty; 

right-not in regard to the civil law, but to the interior 

conscience-liberty, the absolute universal right to be­

lieve what one Wills, as one wills, or not to believoany­

thinJ at all-this rigltt, which is proclaimed to be ante­

rior and superior to all religious convictions or fvrms 

of bcllef-t!lis is tlle fundamental principle (according 

to tile Freemasons them~elves) and the sole ba:>is of 

Freemasonry. 

Well, it is manifest from the very first, that this prin-

•• M. :r-<c~r, t 1. Jl. 200. •• Ibid, t li. p. 19l. 

"l.eltfonde Jlgl' .nni<z~,November 1866, p. 441, 

•• \f,N-out,t.ll. p. 233 ll, Jbld,p. *>2. 

•• Ctnt•liitotiPn Afaco,.ni(fl~. Art. L 
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ciple, understood in this manner, is a :flagrant philo8o­

phical error ; and, I beg pardon of those gentlemen 

Freemasons who believe in God, it is the implicit nega­

tion even of natural religion. 

In truth, where natural religion exists, it obliges by it­

self, in principle and right; this obligation is anterio1· 

and 8Uperior to man ; it limits his liberty ; it binds his 

conscience. In the face of this obligation man may find 

an exe~Ue for unbelief in his ignorance or good faith ; . 

but not a rif}ht antertor and superior to the law. This 

is the equivocation and the capital error of the Masonic 

principle. Certainly it is not sufficient to ntme one's 

conscience in order to have the 1igltt to do what one 

wills, and to deny everything. 

And to demonstrate this by a striking example, it is 

not enough, as M. Laboulaye said very forcibly on the 

subject of the Mormons-it is not enough (to free oneself 

from all obligations) to be able to say, 'My conscience 

exacts that I should take several wives.' No; that is 

not enough, neither in the face of morality nor of the 

civil law. 

This identical reasonine; may be applied to Christian­

ity. If it be a divine institution, it obligu all men by it-
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self; and this obUgatiqn, superior to the individual (un­

less one proclaims the individual to be superior to God), 

limit• his liberty. There, again, ignorance n good faith 

may plead an ea:cuse, but not create an absolute unlimit­

ed right, anterior and suptrrior to Christianity. 

This absolute and unlimited liberty of conscience 

which Freemasonr.~ claim as the basis of Freemasonry 

does not, therefore, exist. It is one of those chimeras of 

false liberalism condemned by the Church, and is 

nothing else than scepticism and· indifferentism in the 

matter of faith. To proclaim it, as Freemasonry doe!!", 

is to deny implicitly, but really, all natural and revealed 

religion. 

The Masonic principle is, therefore, exclusive of 

Christianity ; and hence a Christian cannot be a Free­

mason. 

Be~ides all this, when nn institution or society pro· 

poses to itself, like Freemasonry, to carry out the pro­

gress, not only material, but intellectual and :morul, of 

humanity, outside the pale of religion and Christianity, 

what does it do but offer itsdf as a ~ubstitute for every 

kind of religion, and consequently deny it? For if 

Christianity be useless or superfluous for such work, 
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men need have nothing to do with it ; it is mca:.t for 

that, or it is worth nothing. 

When, then, the Monde-Jla~onnii]UC comes and tells us 

that the province of Freemasonry iij to include all men, 

no matt(r to wltat 1·eligwn tlley D(Wng, I beg its pardon 

again ; but the Monde-Ma~onnique does not undcrst~nd 

itself ; and little as men may ~e disposed to go to the 

bottom of things, they must see that to lay down such 

principles as the basis of the Masonic constitutions, end 

then to pretend that they do not touch the question of 

religion, is a simple contradiction, if not a cheat. 

This is what a high dignitary of one of the German 

lodges avowed, with a frankness which leaves nothing 

to be desired : 

'Freemasonry and Catholicism,' he writes, 'recipro­

cally exclude each other : THEY ARE THE ANTll'ODES • • •• 

I ask how a Catholic can remain faithful to his religion 

all the while professing Freemason principles. . . . A 

man who believes in the symbol of the .Apostles, how 

can he allow that he is free and not bo1tnd to any religious 

beliejf These things arc direct contradictionn. '-Ex­

tract from pamphlet, "Vio grgrnwart und Zttkunft der 

PraimaurtfT'ei in Devt8oltland (Leipzig, ~804), p. 113. 



VII. 

Fresh-Details aa totlte Warfare declared against Christi­

anity-Morality withO'Ut ·God-Education witlwut re­

ligion. 

Free~asonry is, then, a serious war declared against 

all religion. But the odious object of the Freemasons 

appears specia1ly in the zeal they show in preaching mor­

ality without God, and in consequence, in sepa-rating 

t~e instruction of youth from dl religious belief. 

Morality, they declare, is the essence of Freemasonry; 

but this mowlity they arc determined shall be without 

CJ.ristia.nity. In the loi3es wrrc conceived, ::..::ld from 

t:te lo:lg(!s emanated, that. impious chi:ncra. wlli~ll they 

call 'imlependent rnorality,' and which i3 only :motller 

form of Atheism. 

In one sense, however, it is far from being a chimera, 

but a bet, which the Paris 'Commun&,' when trium­

phant, has_tened to realize by turnin~ out of the schools 

all religious emblems or instruction ; and even recently, 
~9 
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coming back to the traditions of the Com:;nunc, the 

General Council voted in the same sense and with the 

same intention obligatory secular education. 

' Morality independent of all religious hypot'heMs,' 02 

such is tho axiom of Freemasonry ; and the conclueion 

they draw from it is this : that all religious iastruction 

should be suppressed, and the reason they allege is, that 

religious belief is useless for the young ; and, still more, 

that' Faith in God takes away tlte dignity of man, troubles 

his reason, and may lead l!.im to the abandonment of all 

morality.' This has beE.'n expressly detlared in the 

J.l . •. L . ·. La Rose du parfait Silence, in Paris. To this 

question, in fact, ' Should religious education be ~<up­

pressed ? ' the answer was, ' Without any doubt'; and 

the orntor of the R . ·. L . ·. developed his answer in thE.'se 

terms : ' The prii!Ciple of a BUpernatural authority, that is 

to say, faith in God, takes away the dignity cf man, and is 

c:·en li."'el!J tole~ Mm to the a~andonment of all morality.' 

... ·The respect we owe specially to the mind of a 

child,' be adds, 'forbids us to inculcate doctrines ~chich 

might trouble his reason.' " 

•• Le .lllcmde-Ha~onnlque, May 1867, p. 51. l 
u Jbid. October 1800, pp. 3'N, 873. 
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Do we wish for another witness Y I read again the 

following passnge in the Monde-JJ.ayonnique:.., • The 

R :. Lodge, called the "Amie do l'Ordre," Orient o~· 

Pa.riB, has lately propounded the followin~ question : 

'· Wltat J..'ind of education slwuld a Mason give to !tis cltil­

d-ren'l"' 

" All the orators declared themselves partisans of a 

liberal and seculm• education, independent of nan·ou:­

mindecl reli:Jious instruction.' 

And the Monde-Ma~onni1u~ quotes another of these 

spec::hes in its entirJty ; of which I will enly give the 

following extract : 
• 

• Do not let us hear any more of that bastard, false 

eclucation, base:l on stt!)erannu-zte.:l dogn~~s. . • . This 

method of bringing up our children has lasted too long: 

it is time, ltigh time, that it sltoulcl come to an end. . . • 

The basis on which the e<:lucation of our children should 

rest is this : " Let us te:u:h them to admire and study 

t!le phenomena of nature," ' . . . ancl the orator adds, 

' without troubling our heads as to the name with which 

w:: should adorn these fine things.'' •• 

u T. xlll. May lBiO, p. 10. 

•• Le Noode·.Jl<l~cmno1J1H; t xlli. pp.14, 16. 
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But here is a more paterb.al1!entiment still, which is, 

·we suppose, to inspire these gentlemen in the education 

,&f their children: 

'Freemasonry,' says Brother Ma.ssol, in one. of the 

·-sittings of the Masonic International Session held in July 

1867, 'ought to be, and is, only a. school of morality, in­

dependent of all religious d:Jgmas. • • . I have myself ' 

•brought up children, but I have never lied to them. 

Each time that they have asked me, " What was meant 

8f God ? " I have answered, "I KNOW NOTHING AliOUT 

,.tT." It is thus I have acted witT~ men.'"" 

, Let us see, further, how a piece of Jlfasonic poetry of 

;Brother Lachambaudie, read at a Masonic banquet, 

. treats the Christian Catecl:sm : 

• Quel eske llvre ~Iementaire? 

Des supentitlon~, ou la raison s'altl!re; 

C'est un tlssu •.• • • oa 

(What is this elementary book ? Superstitions, where 
reason is debased ; a tissue . • . ) 

The Belgian lodges were-deiermined not to be outdone 

in this particular by the French ones. Thus, in 1864, 

17 Le Monde-Mafonnl!]u~ Angust1867, pp. 19&, 19'7. 

•• Iou. A.prllt867, p. 722. 
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the Grand Orient of Belgium-:you see, I do not quote 

minor Masonic authorities-put the same question 

among the orders of the day to all the Lodges of Obedi­

ence. The lodges answered-and we shall Befl to what 

lengths the Antwerp Lodge, in particular, did not fear 

to go in its reply-' THlll TEACHING OF THE CATECHISll 

IS THE GREATEST OBSl'ACLE TO TilE DEVELOPMIDrr OF A 

CHILD'S FACULTms. THE INTERVENTION OF A PRIEST 

in education DEPRIVES THE CHILDREN OF ALL MORAL, 

logical, and rational teaching.' •• 

From the dift'erent answers sent by the Lodges of 

Obedience to the Grand Orient of Belgium came forth a 

project of a New Law, in 23 Arts., of which the first 

article was entitled, '8UPPRE;SBION OF ALL RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION;' and the second, 'OBLIGATION FOR A FA· 

TH.EB OR A. WIDOWED MOTHER to FO:&CE their children to 

sclwol.' 

Remark the formidable connection between these two 
1 articles. According to them, if the wishes of these 

great Liberals be fulfilled, the law will FORCE the father, 

the mother, or the widow, to drag their children to a 

Gt .ivurnal dl Brw:.U., 28th November 18M. Quoted by M'. 

Ncut, L l. p. 147. 
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school where aU religious education will be suppreescd. 

And therefore it is that, both at Paris and Brussels, they 

claim so ardently lay, free, and obligatory education. 

'On this question, all tbe efforts of Freemasonry,' 00 says 

the Monrle-Ma9onnique, 'should be concentrated.' And 

why? The Belgian lodges have not dissimulated the 

answer. In order that chil:lre:1 should b:J brought up­

' BY F.:>RCE '-without God and without any religious 

teaching. 

And the Chain of Union, the Masonic journal in Lon­

don, answering the Antwerp lodge and the Belgian 

Grana Orient, and the Ro8e du parfait Silence at Paris, 

gave the real reason : it rleclared that religious education 

wus a poison, and demanded in consequence, ' that 

parents should BIND THEMSELVES BY PROMISE to uitlt­

draw tlteir children from tlte VIRUS of religious educa­

tion.' •• 

Thus the child is no longer to belong to its parents, and 

the law will FORCE them to send their little ones to 

schools from whence all knowledge of God and all religi· 

ous teaching shaH be excluded. 

•• The Monds-Alafonnl~, Oc~ober 1866, p. 8li8. 

., l~Xd. 1st Msy 18M. 
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Certainly, if there be an odious and execrable tyranny 

it is this one. Also, M. Ledru Rollin one day expressed 

himself on the subject in the following energetic words: 

' Can there be a greater suffering for an individual than 

the forcible deportation. of his son into a school which 

he looks upon as a place of perdition P Can there be a 

greater tyranny than this conscription of infancy, vio­

lently dragged into the enemy's camp, and to serve that 

very enemy P ' •• 

Well, it is on this very capital point-! cannot repeat 

it too often-this point of obligatory and atltei.stical educa­

tion, that Freemasonry in Belgium and France is at 

this moment putting forth its greatest efforts. The 

Jl011de-Ma9onnique declared it just now, and elsewhere 

also it exclaimed : 'An immense field is open to our ac­

tivity. Ignorance and superstition weigh heavily upon 

the world. Let us create sdwols, projeslfional chairs, li­

braries.' 

Besides all this {for MM. the Freemasons arc men who 

act at the same time that they blk), Freemasonry 

' adopts,' as it calls it, a. large number of children ; and I 

ot Spoken at the Corpl Uihlat:f, ani quoted by M. Neut, t. 1. 

p. sso. 
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am not, in consequence, surprised to read, in the procea• 

'Cerbal of the 'International Masonic Protectorate,' which,· 

on the 27th July 1867, closed its session organized by 

the Scotch lodges, the following words : 

'Seventy-nine children, tl1e greate?· part of ~cltom ~e1·e 

girls, came, accompanied by their families, to ask pro­

tection and shelter of Freemasonry-; seventy-nine chil­

dren whose intelligence will not be POISONED by retro­

grade tlteories / seventy-nine children, MOSTLY GIRLS, 

who will sow our ideaa in the fertile field of the future.' 

On the other hand, the :Masonic Cont,ent d 1870 unani­

moUiily adopkd the following decision : •• 

'French Freemasonry will associate itself with the 

efforts made in other countries to compel the establish­

ment of free, compulsory, and sECULAR education.', .. 

Secular: not only imparted by seculars, but separated 

from all religion.'• • Every one knows' (adds thQ MOfldt-

u 'l'bc .Hondo·MagonnSq-ue, t. x. p. 267. •• Ibid. May lSiO, p. 202. 

•• This Is a matter which was not very clearly understood by an 

honet~t laborer, of whom the following story was told me the other 

day: 'I wleb,' ~aid he to the C)lrletlan Brother@, bringing tbem one 

day hislitt:e boy, 't.hat my son ehou!d receive a scoular education.' 

'But then,• replled tho Brothers, • it Is not to us that you must 
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MaFJ11nique) 'that this decision wus sent to M. Jules 

Simon, in order that he .might support it in the Ler;;s­

lative Assembly.' 

In the same w&y in Belgium, at the great 'Nlitional 

Solstitial· feast celebrated at I:russels, Brother Eoulard 

exclaimed : ' When ministers come forward to an­

nounce to the country l:.ow they intend to organize 

the new scheme of popular education, I will cxclain1 : 

'' To me, as a Freemason, to me belon~s the education 

question ! It is for me to examine, for me to discover 

the solution l" (cheers).'" And this impious prosely­

tism has been solemnly practised in Belgium and 

France. At Brussel~, on the lOth October 18!35, on the 

occasion of the inauguration of a 5tatue erected in 

honor of the Great Master of 'Belgian Freemasonry, M. 

Verhaegen, the Freemasons had the audacity to send 

for the children of the National Schools, and to make 

them sing the following atheistic verses : 

cmllde bim.' '0 ye•,'rep led tbegood workman; ·r want my boy 

to receive ·a eecnlar education, as I WIU wld at ths Jiun~pal 

Gbtmoa. nut, all tbe SAIIle, I choos~ that he l!hould be brought up, 

llko me, by the Brothers.' 

")(,Neat, t. I. p. 306. 
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LB Cli<BUB. 

Ouvrez. ouvrcz toutea lea portes, 

Le monument e'eet 61argl, 

Pour laleeer entrer lea cohortes 

De l'tn,agfllflllitlt o§rattMI. 

l'aBllUK GROUPE. 

Oe temple d'latelligenoe, 

Marq no au progr~s uno ere ima81118o 

Quel Mt BOn f4m.pll t 

8J:OO:!ID GROUP •• 

La &lf!IU. 

l'aBllU:B Gaourz. 

Que! est eon Dieu f 

SECOND G• OUPII. 

La Libwti. 

Pine de dogme-aveu:;:le lien I 

1'lu. de joug~. tyran•, n4 Nuriu I 

Cnamn GENJ:IlAL. 

El~ve et m•ltre, il faut qu'enacmble nons dotlons 

De mAles g6n6ratlona 

IM Pf'OChainet dltMeratiM. •• 

" Quoted by M. Neut, t. L p. 81!11. 
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[TRANSLATION •. 

The Choir: Open, open all the doors. The monu­

ment is enlarged, to let in the troops of free education . 

.Iii"r&t G1·oup: This temple of knowledge marks n new 

era. What is its temple ? 

Second Group : Science. 

First Group : What is its God ? 

Second Group: Libe·rty. No more dogmas, blind bond· 

age! No more yokes, ty1·anta, or Messial1s! 

General Choir : Masters and scholars, together let us 

endow manly generations ofjuture democrats.] 

These doctrines, alas I every day make more and 

more way ; and at Paris, during the Commune, with 

which, as we have already seen, Freemasonry showed 

such strsnge sympathies, did they not compel a child of 

twelve years old to go up into the pulpit at St. Sulpice 

and proclaim, amidst the fearful applause of a mad 

populace, that there was no God ! 



Vill. 

Propaganda of Education u;ithout Religion in Adult Scllool8 

-Professional College for Girls-The Education League. 

Freemasonry displays the same proselytizing ardor 

to get possession of adults for their atheistical teaching. 

Thus the Masonic orator who, in the Lodge of the ' Bose 

du. parfait Silence,' at Paris, declared that 'religious 

education was useless for the discipline of children, and 

likely to lead them to the abandonment of all morality,' 

wound up his speech in these terms : 'I breathe an 

ardent wish that eloquent Masons could be found who 

should devote themselves to setting up classeg for teach--
ing elementary science and universnl morality to the 

workmen in all the towns of France.' Without a ques­

tion, of course, of that 1·eligi<ms teacliing which would 

be Ekely to induce them to give up morality ! "" 

Certainly it is high time that we Catholics should be 

in!lnired with as ~uch zeal to enlighten the working 

•• Le Jrtmds ilf~·onnlqlle, October 1866, p. 374. 
60 
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cl888E'.s as the Freemasons have to corrupt them. But 

the especial object.and aim of these Freemasons is to 

pervert women. Yes, this terrible conspiracy, which 

attempts to drag the Faith from the hearts of wives, 

mothers, and daughters, who are its indefatigable pro­

mot-ers ! The Freemasons. 

Let us listen to what Brother Masso} says on this sub­

ject, in the Lodge of 'Bienfaiaance et ProgreB,' at Bou­

logne, on the 19th of July 1861 : 

'By proper teaching, u:omen will at last arrive at 

shaking off the yoke of the clergy, and freeing themselves 

from mrperstiti01UJ which prevent their receiving an edu­

cation corresponding with the requirements of modern 

opinion. To give a proof of this, where is the English, 

American, or German woman who, to the two questions 

which their children might ask them, " Who has 

created the world ? " and " Do we exist after death ? " 

would due to answer that she do:!S not know, and that 

"no one knows anything about it?" Wen, this cou­

nge a well-taught Frenchwoman would have.' •• 

Is that quite clear ? 

Aud. tho reason of this propaganda Brother Albert 

" u Xondt-Ha,OR1Iiqwe, Aapst 1867, p. "IIi· 
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Leroy (formerly profeBsor of rhetoric, if I am not mis­

taken, at the YerEailles Lyceum, under the Ministry of 

M. Jules Simon) clearly demonstrated in these terms, in 

a Mn3onic International Session held in the month of 

A!lgu~t 1837, at Paris :. 'Without women all the mcu 

together will never be able to succeed."" 

Two contemporary and startling facts besides bear 

witness to this activity on the part of the Freemasons 

to propagate atheistical instruction without any religion. 

I speak of the creation of Professional Schcols fO't" Girls 

and of the Education Leagtu. 

Tlte Professional Bc7wolfO't" Girls.-Under the Empire, 

in a pamphlet which 1 called Les.Alarmesde l'Epi.scopat, 

and to which almost all the bishops of France. gave in 

their adhesion by publicly-printed letters, I denounced 

this institution as one of the most dangerous kind. I 

proved that the thoughts whence these schools emanat­

ed were of the most anti-Christian r.nd an.ti-religiou.<l 

character ; that, under pretence of secular instruction, 

It was in reality practical irreiig10n which they were 

striving to inculcate in the minds of those young girls ; 

that they deliberately proposed to make free-thinkers 

ro L6 Nonda-Ma~nniq!H, August 1867. 
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of them, so as to induce them to live and die withcut 

any sort of Christianity or religion. Not a word which 

I then stated has ever been or could ever be danied or 

contradicted. I quoted, in fact, the de::larations of the 

foundero themsalves, and the too striking example of 

their lives and their deaths ; the impious speeches made 

over their tombs in presence of their pupils ; the formal 

terms of their official prospactus. In a word, I proved 

peremptorily that this institution had two faces : one on 

which was inscribed, for the sake of their dupes, 'Pro­

fusional Teaching '-that was their ensign; the other on 

which might have been inscribed, 'No mora O!tristianity, 

neither in life nor death '-that is their real object and 

aim. W·hat I now add here is, that Freemasonry had 

the main part in this work ; that the most ardent propa­

gators of these schools were Freemasons and their news­

papers. Everything, in fact, about these schools was 

1\Iasonic; the object, namely, education without reli­

gion, or practical irreligion; and the means, the great 

meacs, employed by the Masonic propaganda, i.e. 

schools, teaching, perversion of young girls and of wo­

men by so-called secular, i.e. anti-Christian, education. 

Dut still more formidable than these professiond 
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schools, because its di~usion, thanks to the frivolity and 

indifference ofthe public mind, has been rapid c.nd uni­

versal in our country, is the Leauue called of Education, 

founded in Belgium by Freemasons, and imported frcm 

Belgium into France by 3 celebrated Freemason whom 

I have already quoted, Brother Je:m Maco. 

It was, in fact, 39 one may read in the Seconrl Bullcti1~ 

of tlte League, after having assisted at Li(,gc at n session 

of the 'Belgian EC:.ucation League,' that Brc:hcr Jc:m 

.Mace resolved ' to induce the French to form c.a ::nalo­

gous League.' 

This Masonic origin of the League reveals its object 

clearly enough. And 113 to Brother Jean }Iac.J himself, 

to know the spirit which inspired him, wo need only re­

fer to his toast on the o:.:casio:1 of th::J bauguratioa of 11 

new Masonic lodge at Strassburg : ' To the t:lemory of 

Brother Voltaire,' 71 etc. . • • Like the professional 

school for girls, thcEducation L:Jaguo has two o::,jects­

onc proclaimed and one hidden. The avowed object is 

the difl'usio:1 of education. But what education ? Th~t 

is what they do not state, except to their adepts : educa­

tion wi•hout God, independent of ell religion, and the 

"Tb.c Mvnde-Jlaronniquc, ?>luy lSC"l", p. 209. 
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·result of which is to bring up men to live and die ns if 

Christianity had never existed. This is the real object 

of the League. 

If a numher of careless or d:!:::eived persons have en­

tered into this Lea6U3, without n thought of looking 

furtherth:m to the outward sign, let them listen to what 

the Freemason press (which knows very W"all what it 

says and does) have written on this sulJject : 

'We are happy to announce,' writeR the Munde-Mayon­

niqu6, In its April numb3r (1857), 'that the subscriptions 

for THE EDUCATION LEAGUE AND THE STATUE OF BRO­

THER VoLTAmE meet with the warmest sympathy IN 

ALL OUR LODGES. It would be impossible to have two 

subscriptions more in harmony with each other : ' Vol­

taire, that is to say, the destruction of all pre;'udice:J and 

auperstitions' (translate religions), ' and the Education 

League, that is to say, the building up of a new society, 

based on science and instruction ALONE' (that is, free 

from every kind of religion). 'ALL OUR BROTHERS UN­

mr:nTAND IT THUS.' And again, a little further on : 

' T,ie principle' which 've profess are in entire uniBon 

WITH THO!IE WHICH INSPIRED THE PROJECT OF BROTHER 

JBUMAC~.' 
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Rcme1pber, it is the Monde·Ma!)onni7ua wllkh writes 

this-a newspaper which, in all its pages, declares that 

all religions are darkness ; that Freemasonry jg light ; 

that Go:l, the soul, and a future life arc only llypotheses, 

phantoms ; that, in co:1sequence, man should be edu­

cated and his progress realized above and cutsidc all 

Christianity and nil religion. And thb newspaper de­

clares that it:J principles are in perfect tmison. with those 

which inspired the PROJECT of the League of Brother 

Jean Mace, and which adds : 'l"reemasons should ad­

here in a body (en masse) to the Education League, and 

the lodges E<hould study, in the peaceful deliberationo of­

their temples, how to make it more EFFICACIOUS.' 

This is, after all, what Brother Jean Mac,; acknow­

ledged in another to:1st : 'To the aUiance of tlw Le.7{Jue 

and lt1·eemasonry,' and in which he declared that all Free­

masons should be leaguers, and all leaguers Freemasons ; 

thnt tlte object, principle, and aim of tlte League ana Frcc­

mnson?'!J were identical/ and he gave the following 

toasts : 

1. To the entry of all Freemasons into the League. 

2. To the entry into Freemasonry of all members of 

the League. 
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3. To the triumph of the light-the mot d'ordre com­

mon to both the League and Freemasonry ! ' 10 

And this appeal was so well responded to that, in a 

Ilepo'rt of tlte First Year of the Propagation of tlte League 

i" France, Brother Jean Mace boasted that all the French 

departments, save twelve, were enrolled in the League ; 

• and thus,' he adds, 'the French League will end by 

becoming a GREAT ARMY.' An educational army, cer­

tainly, which no minister of public instruction will 

easily govern. 

Before such eviuence of facts and "principles, in the • 

face of such ends and objects and of such a propaganda, 

whatever may be the contrary feelings of a few deceived 

members of Freemasonry or of a few less advanced 

lodges, is there any occasion to discuss the question fur­

ther In order to decide if a Christian or a Catholic can 

belong to such a society or be associated with such a 

work P No; such a solidarity is impossible. And the 

author of the History of Jilreemasonry, Brother Goffin, 

proclaimed it honestly and frankly : 

'When Freemasonry admits into its temples a Jew, 

a Mahometan, a Catholic, or a Protestant, it is on con­

n The .Monde-Jf~onnlque, July 1869. 
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dition that the postulant shall become a new man ; that 

he shall abjure his past errors, and lay down the super­

stitions in which he has been cradled from his youth. 

Without that, what business has he in our M:asonic as­

semblies P • 73 

What could I say that was stronger than this ? And, 

in truth, must one not have lost all notion of Christiani­

ty and all common sense to believe or imagine still that 

Freemasonry and a belief in Christianity are com­

patible? 

n Popular Uiflt01'1/ qf F7'temawnry, p. 517. 

• 



SECOND P .A.RT. 

CAN A SERIOUS MAN, OU A MAN OF COMMON SENSE, BE· 

CO:ll:E A FREE:ll:ASON ? 

I ANSWER, without hesitation, No_- and for these rea­

sons. I am going now to look at Freemasonry from 

another side, and certainly we have the right to do so ; 

for when a sect affects such very mighty pretensions, 

and proclaims itself to be neither more nor less than the 

illuminator and reformer of the whole human race, it is 

surely allowable to examine if it btl really what it boasts 

of being; if the high-flown praises, the emphatic admir­

ation, and all this display of virtues which ordinarily 

adorn their 'pieces of architecture' (i.e. Masonic speeches) 

are sufficiently justified ; or whether, by chance, the 

'profane,' so looked down upon it by MM. the Free· 

masons, would not have the right in their turn to smile 

instead of admiring, and to give them back both thPir 

contempt and their pity. 

Nothing, in fact, can b:! compared with the bombast 
69 -
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and pomp of language which I meet with at every page 

of the newspapers and Masonic documents before my 

eyes. Freemasonry is' dicine,'the' liglttlwuse oflLuman­

ity,' the 'sun of tlte u:orld.' 

'Glory to thee, divine Freemasonry,' they exclaim. 

Then they-sing in concert : 

'Juste, hurT aio, bi "'fala•nt, voilA ce que noue sommes; 

Et le parfait lll&l,lOD e•t le prem;erdes hommee.' 

(Just. humane, benevolent, that is what we are; and 

a perfect Freemason is the fil'!!t of men.) 

The 'first of men' for virtues, for light; this .is what 

the Masonic banquets repeat all day long. Outside the 

pale of Freemasonry the lmman race is sunk in darkness. 

Freemasonry possesses all human knowledge. All wis­

dom, all perfection, all virtue, all philosophy, is taught 

in the Masonic temples. • ' 

Thai is all very fine. But nevertheless when, thanks 

to th:! revelations Freemasonry has itself made, I go into 

its workshops and its lodges, and see the brothers at 

tl:eir work; when I find men who will have neither 

forms of worship nor relig!on, nor, us they call it, 'su-

• Le Jtcwule-.1£ ·co nlqm, t. ix. p 858. 
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pe:rstitions ; ' when I sec all the3e ceremonies, all tllis 

s~r.lnge and complic.1tcd llierarchy, all tlle~e signs and 

devices, all these marchings and countermarchings, all 

these singular rites ; when I hear a language unknown 

to the profane,' when I assist at these initiations and 

mysteries, at these works of the tabte (as they call ban­

quets), etc. etc.-I own that this 'divine' Masonry :op­

pears to me under a most astonishing aspe::t ;-that is 

the least I can say. And,·in spite of my wish not to of­

fend anybody, I cannot hzlp thinking that all this, if it 

IJe not an antiquated veil to cover a motive which it h:w 

long been their interest to hide, is very little worthy of 

serious men. And Brother Felix Pyat, a revolutionist 

ia Freemasonry as in politic!', seems to me to be only 

reasonable when he calls these practices 'ridiculom,' 

'puerile,' and 'senile.' • 

As for me, I shall content myself with making 11. sim­

ple exposition of facts. I address myself to men of com­

mon sense, and common sense will judge. 

• Le Rappel, quoted above. 
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Hierarchy, Grades, Ma80ni~.: Language. 

Every one knows that there are several great l'riasonic 

rites ; the 'Eiyptian' (Misraim), the ' Scotch,' that of 

the 'Grand Orient' of France, and perhaps others be­

sides. 

Each of these three rites has three fundamental de­

grees: apprentices, companions, and masters. 

Those who are not Freemasons of any sort they call 

'profane.' 

Besides this, each rite has its high grades or ranks, and 

its mysteries. In Belgium and France, the Scotch rite 

and that of the 'Grand Orient' has each an hierarchical 

scale of 33 degrees. I remark among them : 

T!.J.e Illustrious Elect of the Fifteen. 

The Sublime Knight·Elect. 

The Royal .Arch. 

The Prince of the Tabernacle. 

The Master of the Symbolical ~odges. 
7:l 
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The Knight of the Brazen Serpent. 

The Rose-Cross. 

The Great High-Priest. 

The Noachite, or Followers of Noah. 

Th~ Knight-Kadosch. 

The GrJat Inspector Inquisitor. 

The Sablime Prince of the Royal Secret. 

The S:>vJreign Great Inspe:!tor-General. 

The Egyptian (Misratm) rite is still richer, and 

rJc!ons no le3s tha:J 9J d3!rees. I will only quote a 

few : 

Chaos, the First Discreet. 

Chaos, the Second Sage. 

The Knight of the Sun. 

The SuprJme Commander of the Stars. etc. 

The Sovereign of Sovereigns. 

Prince Talmudin. 

The Soverei6n Prince Zakdim. 

The Sovereign Great Prince Hasidim, etc. etc. 

S:xeh are some of the rooks and the eccentric names 

1whieh is the bast one can call them) proposed to the 

supreme ambition of the adepts in Freemasonry. 

E1c!l gn:b hl3 it3 i.'lo~iJ:Ii t a:d its distinctive JEWEL. 
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There is the ap1·on, the trowel, the mr1ltet, the compns~, 

the square, the cords cl·oss-wise, wioh the gold sun and 

other emblems. 

llu t really, for men who make e:uch a loud profession 

of theories of equality, all thls hierarchy of grades, und 

rnlis, an:i insignb, and tltc like, all these playthings of 

vanity, arc a strange contradiction. Many Freemasons 

have themselves made the remark; tut these baubles 

cxi3t. just th3 same, wi~h all their power over these 

great minds. 

·. The different ~Iasonic socicticg of which these three 

rites are composed are culled lodges. 

We will here enum3ratc a few of them: 

The Rose of Perfect Silence. 

St. Antony of Perfect Contentment. 

The Cosmopolite and Clement Friendship. 

The Vale of Love. 

The Jerusalem of Egyptian Valleys. 

The Happy Meeting of the Desired Union. 

The Trinosophs. 

The Thephropots, or Driukers of Ashes . 

. Julian to the Three Lions. 

Aup1stus tp the Three Flames. 
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Absalom to the Three Nettles. 

Caroline to the Three Palms. 

Lebanon to the Three Cedars, etc. etc. 

The dignitaries of the lodges arc more or less numer-

nas. There arc : 

The Venerable. 

The Very Respectable. 

The Brother Sacrificcr. 

The Terrible Brother. 

The Brother Inspectors. 

The Great Expert. 

The Great Orator. 

The Tiler. 

Tl.Jc M:aster of Ceremonies, etc. etc. 

Such arc the names, pompous or grotesque, which 

one meets with nt every turn in the Freemason news­

papers, and in the reports of their ~Iasonic sessions, ns 

tllcy call their meetings. For lfreemasons have a Ian· 

guagc of their own, which is not that of the profane, 

whereby they sa.y the same thing:> in a different man­

ncr. Thus an orator in a .Masonic lodge does not make 

;: ';'J~Cch, but a bit of architecture; a Frccm~s:m docs not 

c.tl, he masticates; his gbBs is not a glass, but a can-
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TtOn ; hiS plate is a tile/ hiS kn}fe a 8WU1'd 1' tO c/w.rge at 
dinner is to put wine in your glass ; a lodge does not 

close its sitting~, it is put to sleep,· a Masonic circular is 

called a plank,· a report is an outliM ; cheers are bat­

teries, and banquets works of the table. 

The cenm:>aies, s1:;::~3, muche3, counter-marches, 

funeral honors, works of tlte table, batteriea, etc.,-all 

this is r:lJUbted by Masonic rituals in the moat minute 

detail, and certainly requires a careful study by the 

initiated. These serious men, these fathers of familic~, 

these honorable merchants, these lawyers, these mngis­

tra.tes, these m3mbers of deliberative a3S:.>mb1ies, must 

pass long hours in learning the text-books of • their 

grades, th3 pre3~ript.ions of their ritual, the mystici~rn 

·of their emblems, and all which, in fact, composes the 

worship, the religion of Freemasons, for thus they 

themselves call it ;-these very men, who wi8h to en­

lighten the human race and to free it from what they 

term sztp!r.,tition.•, have themselves their temples, their 

altars, their srtcrijicing pr~sts, their baptism, their sacrn­

ments, uud their my~teriea. 

But let us look a little closer into the society. 
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Masonic Initiation •. 

How is one admitted as a Freemason ? How, to 

spco.l• their own language, can one receive tltc ligltt ? 

I Lave read in their rituals the descriptions of these 

llasor.ic initiations ; and I have there met with Rcencs, 

terrors, oaths, and scarecrows, which are really most 

extraordinary, not to say ludicrous. 

In the first place, this is what the new memb~r 'Com­

panion' is to swear: 

' 1 swear never to reveal the secrets, signs, toucltcs, 

wordg, doctrines, or usages of the Freemasons. . • • . 

In case I should break my word, let them burn my lips 

witll n red-bot ircn ; let them cut off my hand ; let them 

tear out my tongue ; let them cut my throat ; m!IJ my 

corpse be hung up in the lodge during the admission of 

a new Brother, to brand my infidelity nnd be n terrib!e 

warning to others ; then let my body be burnt and my 

ashes be scattered to the winds ! '• 

• lfxtract from wriling entitled DU d•·el St Johamols Gratk der­

Ott>PIIIlll ll!et.Zi11e>) Jtu•t.::io~etm dtndrri Welthfiqlln, J,ctpa1g, 182~, 

quot •1 hy M. Neut, t. I. p. ll08. 
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I will not go into the question as, to what there must 

be at the bottom of these llasonic mysteries, to be 

placed under such a guarantee ; but bow is it possible 

that reasonable and honest men should consent to pro­

noun:::J s•1ch fearful formulas al:,-ainst themselves ? 

For the Apprentice, who is only on the threshold of 

these mysteries, they do not demand as much. In tha 

oath, as described by Brother Ragon, the Apprentice 

declares simply, 'that he would rather have his throat 

cut th:tn reveal the secrets of the Order.' • To have one's 

throat cut is something, however ! 

These oaths, however, do not prevent the fact that, 

thanks to the revelations of the Freemasons themselves, 

their s~crcts are pretty well known to the profane 

world. However precious and inestimable may be the 

favoJ of receiving tbe 'light' and wearing the apron, I 

have not been able, I own, in reading the trials or tcftB 

which Brother Ragon relates and is amiable enough to 

interprft for us, to refrain from thir.king that the 'pro­

fane • buy these privileges at a ~omcwhl:t dear Jate. 

These trials. nrc long and complicated. There is first 

the Chamber cf Reflection. ' A dark place, light<:>d by a 

• J:itu,alfor .Apprcnti068, p.M. 
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sepulchral lamp. Tho walls, painted black,are covered 

with funeral emblems ...•. Tho new member, having 

to pass by the fuur elem.en.ts of tlt.e ancients, endures his 

first trial, that of the eartll, 'in the bowels of which he 

i.> sup;;>osed tc b<l.' A skeleton lies beside him in an 

open. coffh1. Should a cor;;>se be wanting, a death's 

be:1d must be plooed on the table.' • 

The inscriptions placed on the wall arc these : 

'If thy soul feels terror, go no further.' 

' If thou wilt peraevere, thou wilt be purijitJd by tlte 

~l61nen.ta~ thoa wilt be brought out of the abyss of dark­

ness, thou wilt ~;ee the light.' 

The patient is to stay there a certain time ; then to 

answer three questions in writing, and then to make bis 

will. While the' VeneraLle' reads his answers to the 

lodge, the Brother' Prepare1·' bandages the eyes of the 

new memb:!r, and pats him in the position in which he 

is to enter the lodge ; that is to say, with bare head and 

half his body in his shirt ; he must have the arm and 

bft breast uncovered ; the right knee bare, tho left shoe 

sli:>shod, etc.• Then the Brother 'Expert' receives the 

'important mission' from the 'Vencrabb' to submit 

• JJilualfor .Apprenti<w, by F. Ragou, 11. ~1, r:t 8ttJ. • llll-1, 
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tho pr:>fan!! to 'physical proofs' or tri::1h; th,!t is to say, 

to make him make ' t!te tltree journt'!JS, and pass by the 

clements which remain to be crossed," air, water, and 

tlrl!. 

Then the S:lcond Expert draws the bolts noisily and 

opens the folding-doors, etc. ;" t4ea, after a long inter­

rogatory on his prejudice, ignorance, fanaticism, supe!'­

~tition, etc., the Venerable exclaims in a stentorian 

voice, 'Mab ltim mal.:t< ltia first journey I' 

This first journey is to b<J hedged ~ith difficulties. 

They say to him, 'Stoop!' as if about to enter on a sub­

terranean passage ; then ' Stride l ' as if to leap over a 

ditch. 'Lift the right leg!' as if to mount a knoll. 

• Stoop again l' H~ is thus led up and down in ~uch a 

way that he cannot judge of the nature. of the ground 

which he is taken over. He goes up the endless ladder ; 

then on to a see-saw. During this journey the noise 

made by the assistants, hail, and tltundcr, all prod~;cc 

their effect, even • the bottle of Leyden.' • 

This journey constitutes the pUrification by air; the 

purification by water is made on the second journey, 

during which' the only noise which the new member 

I Ritualfor .A.ppranttcts, I'· ~1, ct Hlq . 'fln<i. 'lbitJ p.H. 
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hca:11 is caused by certai1~ dulliJ,unda and tlte clanlci11g of 

su:ords.' ••• Then, the 'Expert' plunges his hand throe 

times in a vase full of water." 

The trial by fire takes place during the third journey, 

whic'!l is made ' in silence and with precipitous steps.', 

They follow the new m!!mber thrcJ time3 through the 

flames, wrapping him carefully, till he r'eturns to his 

place." 

'!'hen they present him with ' Ute drink of bitterness,' •• 

and the ' Venerable' then says to him gravely : 

·'Every profane person who wishes to be received as 

a Freemason cea8e8 to belong to himaelf. He is no longer 

his own master. • . . • ' 

The rituals further teach us that there exists in every 

!odge in the world a seal engraved with hieroglyphic 

characters known only to true Masons. • This ·seal, 

after lu~ctug been made red /w!, irt th~ fire, being applied 

to the body, leaves an ineffaceable mark.' 11 

If the patient should consent to receive on any given· 

portion of his body this ' glorious impression '-for 

Brother Ragon warns us that the ' Venerable · may, on 

•• Ru.al/or .4;pprontlcu, !'· 16. 

12 lind. I'· •I. 

II J"fnd, p. 00. 

ll llntl. p. 112. 
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certain occasions, dispense with this trial-' the Brother 

"Expert" rubs with a dry linen cloth the parts indicat­

ed, and places quickly a piece of ice or other cold sub­

stance upon it.' •• 

The moment has now come to exact the oath from the 

candidate: 

'The Brothers are standing, armed with swords, of 

which the points are turned towards the breast of the 

new member. The "Venerable" strikes three blows 

very slowly. At the third the Second Inspector drops 

the bandage. Then the '' Expert " flashes a great flame 

before him at a safe distance. •• After a 

moment of silence the " Venerable " says : " The 

swords which are turned towards you . . • • an­

nounce that you will find among us nothing but af!engtrll 

of Freem(J8()nrg, • • . • and that we shall hold our­

selves .alway& rt:ady to punisl' tM perjurer.•·' 16 

'Then he is led to the altar. There they place in his 

left hand an open compau, one of the points of which 

is turned towards the left breast ; his right hand rests 

on the sword of the Order ; he rests his knee on one of 

the steps, the right leg squared.' •• 

11111UJ. p. :l:i. IIJbtd. p.:>l. 
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The oath having been ncministcred, the 'V cnerab!e' 

gives the 'prrfanc,' now become a Mason, the ap1•on, 

t!:.e glof!es, 'which you will give,' he says, 'to the woman 

whom you esteem the most.' 17 

' The passworcl is T . . one of the sons of 

Larncch. V cry eooa you will learn its true signification. 

The word of com1nand will teach you that we do everv· 

tltin:J on t!te SJuare.' 

The ordc1· in the lodge is to be standing, with the right 

hand flat under the throat, the four fingers close toc;eth­

cr, :md the thumb apart, in form of a square. 

The siJn called !Jttttuml is to stand to order, to draw back 

the hand horizontally and to let it fall perpendicularly. 

T:·:c tottcl~ is done by taking four fingers of each oth­

er's right hand, laying the thumb on the forefinger, :!.n<l 

by un invisible movement one stlikes the three blows of 

t!:J.e apprentice. 

Tile battery, three strokes, 00,0. 

For the march: &tand to order, the body lightly 

thrown back, the rigl.It foot forward, the left brou:;l:t 

across, heel to l.Iccl, in :!. rG,t:are. llcpcat this step 

three tiocG and m.skc the sign as a salute.' •• 

u Rttvalfar .A.pprentlcu., p. 57. 1· IWa. p. 48. J 
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ThiB is the way in which Freemasons receive tlwligltt. 

M. About pretends that • cordiality redeems the child~ 

is!l side of these rites.' •• As for I:le, when I reflect that 

t!lerc arc men, serious in other things, "\7ho pr:ictise 

thes~ follic3, and rJ:ncmber tJ.~ bo:nbast which o:1e 

a:JcJts with in the great:?r p:lrt of Masonic spJcchc3, and 

that it is for such rites, empty assuredly of all sense 

of God, and, in fact, of any sense at ell, that so great 

a number of mc:J. leave the religion in which they have 

been brought up, the God who created them, and the 

Saviour who redeemed them, I cannot help, I own, be­

ing filled with the deepest compassion. 

'nut what arc you, then ? ' I would say to Freema­

~onry. 'Arc you a society with philosc.:_Jhic pretensior:o? 

Then why all this phantasmagoria ? . A religion Y A 

worship P But you say in your lodges : " Let us free 

the majesty of God from all the -frivolities of an exter­

nal worship, by rqeans of whiCh the ignorant and week 

arc enslaved ; "'"' or are you a secret society which de­

signedly hides its real aim and secret under the veil of 

u Opb•ion Natwrurl~. No,·embcr 1865. 

•• Speech of the Grand Ma•t~r of Belgian Freo:maeonr:y at the 

inatallaUon of a :odg•. M. Neat, t. i. p. 143. 
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the~ mummeries? Must one believeth is P I have looked 

closely at these pretended symbols, and at the mystic 

.ex:planation8 which your writers have given of them ; 

and in the way of science and light what is there to b2 

found there ? . Nothin[J, absolutely nothing. Everythina 

about them is empty and void ; or if one can find some­

thi:t:;, s:>:ne phihnthropic idea here aud there, I declare 

t~at nothin1 of this teachin~ so stungely given belong!'! 

tJ Fr.:!emasonry ; ther<J is nothing that is not known, 

VJ.l;pr, and whic!J. has not passed, one may say, into 

co:n:nnr>b::e, t':lank3 to the C.1techis::n.' 

S~eer puerility, the:1, is all this pretended initiation 

i:lto light ! Puerility all these ridiculous ceremonies ! 

• Pueri:ity' and 'senility,'asFelixPyatcxclaimcd. But 

I ar::1 wrong. What it really r::1cano is that t!.!.cy want to 

t!o without religion, or faith, or a Christian Catechism, 

7~:!-t is why they gravely give ther::lsclvcs up to these ec­

centric rites, . . . · which remind one too tn:ly 

of the old ttmes of pagan decadence and the symbolical 

i:J.itiatio:1s which took place in the Cavern of 111ithra 

tHider the Car>itol ! " Perhaps there is another moti vc 

~· TtcrcfMe without fUrpriee I bnve •e~n the .J:"OfUie-Macon.nique 

t•olnt out the • cor! one nnnlcgy between ccrtam llythriac eymbole. 

and tbe emblems of Freemaeonry,' Aprill8i4, p.li92. 
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ia all this; ns an Italian revolutionary, celebrated in 

be secret societiea, once said : 1 B:r teaching all this to 

F:-cc:nnsonG, one gets. possession of the will, the intelli· 

gcnce, and the liberty of man. One disposes of him, 

o::1c tur::1s, one studies him. When he til ripe for 

us, we direct him towardG the sxrct Society, of which 

Freemasonry is but the nnteehamber.'"" nut do not 

bt us :mti::ipate this gr-ave subject ; and let us give some 

more details. 

21 Letter or the PetU.Tiqre to tbc Vente Piemonlaia~, quoted by 

the author or the CJhurch of JJcme in the Face qf the Ret~oluttoo, t. 

H. p.m. 



III. 

The Works of tr•e Table, or Banquets. 

The ceremonies of initiation h:1ve something of the 

terrible in appearance ; but to rest t~c minds of our 

readers we arc now going to give themsomelesssombre 

4ctails. I am going to speak of the ' Wo1·kscj the Table,' 

as th<> Masonic banquets ar~ c:1lbd. Hero, again, I shall 

copy the ritual word for word. This is the way these 

feasts are conducted, according to Brother Ragon and 

another Freomaso:J. writer held in g:eat repute in his 

Order, Brother ('lave. 

'The hall where the mtUt;wtion take!. phce must be, 

like the lodge, shertered from the eyes of the profanQ. 

It is habitually decorated by garland.; of flowers. 

c r:,e Vanerab!e says : Cl Br:Jt.'IJ1' Lt~~?3]!:Jr, give notice 

to your Brothers that work is susp:mded, and that wo 

are going to give ourselves up to mastication."' •• 

•• Ibid. p. 76. 

•• llWoire pltt~08(Jus dela Frano.Jfarmneru, by F. Clave!. In· 

trotluctloo, p. 80. 
87 
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'B.·. D.·. ls! and 2di.tspcctors, invite t~c llret!J.ren who 

nra und:!r your orders to prepare themselves to c,';arge 

and to pat themselves in li:le for the first health of obli­

gation.' •• 

' DarbJ the rapast they give sev:n hc:r,!tlu of o?JtigatioJ~. 

Wh:m t~ey give the hcalths, m-Jsttcati:m ceas~s '-that is 

to say, in pbin English, they cease to 'e.lt when t:tcy 

drink ; and this is how they do it : 'The BrotherJ rise, 

place t!te:ns31Ve3 b or:br, a:Jd th:-ow their b:mners (:!in­

ner-napkins) over their left shoulder. On the invitation 

of the" Venera!Jb," the Brothers c!targ:. t.'teir c.:mJton& 

(fill their glasses), and when that is done, the "Vene­

rable" says : " ~-Iy Brothers, we are going to give a 

health. We will fire the brightest and most sparkling 

of fires. My Brethren, the right hand on the sword 

(the knife). 

' " High up with the sword ! " 

"Salute with the sword ! "· 

" The sword in the left hand ! " ' 

All the knives rise and salute eech other. 

After this brilliant manamvre the hands are put to the 

'weapons' (that is, to the glasses). 

•• Bltu& cle l'Apprenti, pp. 76, 77 
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'Present arms-take aim I' (here the Brothers put the 

glasses to their mouths). 

' Fire I' (here they drink a portion of the contents of 

their glasses). 

'A yoo:l vvlley!' (they drink a little more). 

' Tltc most brilliant of 'Colleya I ' (they empty their 

glasses). 

To give the :first health the 'Venerable' orders the fol-

lowing exercise : 

'My Brethren, attention! Shoulder arms I Present I ' 

Firat Fire. 'To the health of his Majesty the Emperor.' 

Se::ond Fire. ' To t!J.e health of the Prince Imperial, 

the E::npress, and the imperial family.' 

T!Lird Fire. ' To the ~lory of France.' •• 

And the exercise continues as follows : ' Brothers, 

arms at rest' (the glass is brought near the right shoul­

der). 

' Forward arms ! Present arms ! ' 27 

'O::te ! ' (at this order the gbss is brou,ght ncar the left 

shoulder.) 

' Two ! ' (it is brou.;ht back to the right shoulder). 

' Three ! ' tit i3 bro:~:;ht back before the breast). 

••lbfd. p. 77. IT ]bid. p. 82. 
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'One,'' Two,'' Three.' At each of these words the 

llrothers make a movement, whereby they gradually 

lower their ' cannon' t.owards the table. At the thiru 

·word of command they put them down noisily and all 

to;;ethcr, so that only one sound should be heard. The 

same thing is done with the 'sword' (that is, the knife). 

Really it is rather difficult, however gravely one may 

be dispo3cd to approach the llUbject, not to smile a little 

at this de~cription; and v.rhen involuntarily, while read· 

ing tllrsc things, certain proper names recur to one's 

memory, and one sees grave and reasonable men so en­

gaged, one experiences a kind of ~ad surprise. 

And how is it possible not to remember those ban­

quets of joyous good-livers which the last century so 

often saw in the Masonic temples, that inter pocula phi­

lanthropy, or, as the Constitutionncl said in 1852, 'those 

good fellows in the Masonic lodges celebrating love and 

wine i:J. the suppera of the cellars ? ' ' Since then,' the 

Constitutionnel add:J, ' things have very much changed ; 

those boon coo pan ions who fell asleep, nfter libations 

poured out by atheism and philosophy, woke up in the 

blood shed by the revolution . .. • '•• 

t& M. Neut, t. 1. p. 285. 
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And how is it possible not to smile when one hears 

these great reformers propounding the Masonic theory 

of pleasure, and representing Freemasonry as a ~<pecie3 

of i~land of Calypso, where reigns an eternal spring, 

anu which no storms can trouble ? 

· Scicnc:! has its moments f>fintenal. Man is by nature 

a lover of pleasure. Those which Freemasonry offers 

you will satisfy your heart and your senses, Tltere is the 

rduge wherJ reigns a perpetualsp1ing, u;here jlou:era for 

eoer bloom, and u;!te1·e the ttmpest ne11er houls.' •• 

But enough of all this ; the least one can say is that, 

&J to any real progress in virtue, humanity cannot 

reckon too much on this aide of Freemasonry. 

'What we quoted just now,' said the Italian revolu· 

tionist whom I referred to ~ little while ago, 'is too pas· 

toral and too gastronomic ; but it has an object which we 

ought constantly to encourage. . .. It is on the lodges 

that we reckon to double our re.nks.' I shall come back 

again to a consideration of this object. 

•• Spcccn made by B.·. Frantz Fuider on the oecasion or hla lu· 

•tsllaHon as • VeMrabZ,' In the L?dge '.F'Ue:itv · at Ghent, July9, 

1816. ll. Neut., t. !. p. 286. 



IV. 

MOJJonic Bites and Mysteries. 

We heard the Freemasons assert just now, 'Let us 

free the imposing majesty of God from all the fricolitiea of 

external worship; from all the errors whereby tl~e ignorant 

and ueak are enslaved. There is, in fact, no form of r eli­

gion ultieh an intelligent being can embrace.' so 

They say this, and immediately flatly contradict them­

selves ; for they add : 

• Nevertheless, man is essentially religious. He feels 

the want of a form of worship which shall be worthy 6f 

him, and of the Supreme Being to which he pays it.' 

' 'V ell, my Brethren, LET FREEMASONRY BE THAT RE· 

LIGION ! Let us be its fervent apostles ; let us initiate 

O'IU'&elv's i11to ita n~ysteries I ' 11 

Its mysteries. Let us see in what they consist. In the 

•• Installation or the Lodge • Elptra~ • at Brussels, on the 26th 

November 1848. Speech of the S. Grand lllllster of Facqz. Quoted 

l•y )!. Neut. 

".Ill. Neut, t. i . p. 142. 
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official report of the Masonic feast celebrated in honor 

of L:!opold I., among other ceremonies the Grand 'Mas­

ter went up to the altar, where burned the sacred fire 

(lire, that 'sok pTtrifieator,' as they call it), and offered 

libations to the 'Oenerable sltade. 

• Venerable shade of onr august Brother, hearken to my 

voi~e : In the name of all the Masons united in this temple, 

I offer thee u:ater, I offer thee wine, I offer thee milk.' 32 

Water, tDine, milk. These, then, arc the homages and 

the helps (as empty as they arc solemn) which the shade 

of the King of tlte Belgians receives from his brother 

Freemasons I 

This taste for rites and ccrt'monies they carry so far 

that, to my great surprise, I found in their Masonic books 

the parody of our Sacraments-Baptism, Confirmation, 

even a Stfp~! 

Ye3, there is a Masonic baptism, for they thus take and 

adopt children ; and this is their way of proceeding. I 

only quote one of their rites : 'The godfather holds in 

his right hand the string of a plumb-line in such a way 

that the lowest part should be in front of the heart of 

the Louceton · (child) ; '-the First Inspector touches with 

'· Itnd.. r. 1sa. 
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his right band the heart of the child, and says : ''May 

the vertical line of the plur.:.'> rule teach thee to walk 

straight I " ' .. 

I will now reproduce the literal accollllt of a baptism, 

as given in the .l£:mt?e-M19Qn11i7ue: 

• The Lodge of ·• Pe1fect Cnion," at the Orient of Rcn­

nes, celebrated on Monday, the 13th September 1&13, 

what old Masons call a ".MtUonic Baptif<m." •. .• Bro­

ther Guillet, the •• Venerable," presided at this cere­

mony, with all the experience which his thirty·fi\"e. 

years of Freemasonry gave him. • . , 1'/ie doors of tlte 

temple open, the "Venerable" desires the child to be 

brought to the altnr. On a table, placed in the middle 

of the temple, sparkle, in silver and crystal goblet :<, 

bread and fruit, water and wine, honey and milk, w!:ic:h 

are to serve for the ceremonies of initiation. The " Vene­

rable," while di\"iding this meal among the godfa:ltcrs 

(which resembles the" Agapre" or Love Feasts of the 

early Christians), addresses some appropriate words to 

each of them, tinged with a gentle morul. He closes tho 

ceremony by bless in!] the c.'tild," etc... . • • 

11 ll'-t<nre de la Frano-maronnfrle. by Dubreuil, t . 11. p. 1311. 

•• Le NM&de-Jraronn!qua, July JB'i2. p. 20:1. 
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'On the 16th July 1870, the lodge called "Lea Ami Ri­

w•i8,'' at Bordeaux, "dopted eight children-two girls 

and six boys ; and the Brother Delboy said to them: 

.. ~Jay your minds be opened to the Masonic light ! 

May the rays of truth illuminate your understandings 

as the rays of the sun in the heavens when the morn­

ing riMes!''' But what is this :Masonic light? The 

Masonic preacher explains it: • It is,' be says, • tlte lib­

~rtu to think, which,' be adds, 'must be put abtne e'l!eru­

thing.' • 

Now for a Confinnation. After the preliminary trials, 

the noise of thunder is heard, accompanied by lightning, 

and the wa,Jls seem about to crumble with a great crash. 

• The noise snd the crash you have heard,' says the' Vene­

rable,' • ordinarily accompany the first steps of those 

who begin to walk in the Masonic career.' 

Then a clanking of anns and a firing o1f of guns arc 

heard in the distance. . . . 'The '' preparer" then 

makes the candid11tc wsllc backwards, so as to leam 

thereby that nothing can be acquired without trou­

ble.' 

He is made to drink also the elwli~ of bitternea&-a 

II /bid. t. J. p. 403, 
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symbol of the pain it costs us to own our faults, for 

they begin by exacting a species of confession ... 

Now we will give some details of the Masonic supper. 

' A.t the bottom of the lodge, towards the cast, is a tri­

angle in the form of a glory, with the name of Jehovah 

inscribed in Hebrew characters. To the south, in a 

transparency, is a sun, which risos ab:>ve the tomb. 

Close to this transparency a table is placed, on which 

there is a lam!J in pastry, a knife, a cup, and a vase of 

wine .... A. chandelier with tbree branches is placed 

on tM alt:lr. • . . The " Venerable" then incenses the 

chandelier with the three branches several times •••. 

Then the Master of the Ceremonies cuts up the lamb . 

. • . The " Venerable " takes up the plate on which the 

pieces of lamb have I.Jcen placed, and presents it to the 

Brother on his right, saying, " 'l'ake, cat ! '' . • . After 

which he takes the cup nnd drinks, and presents it to 

the Brother on his right, saying, " Take and drink '' ; 

and he then gives him the kisfl of peace.' •r 
Thus, then, they are priests, they are pontiffs ; they 

baptize, confirm, communicate. 

0 the inconsequence of poo1· humanity I or rather, 

u lliflt<JI'!f of Freemas011J11, by Dubreuil, t. ii. p. 139, etc. ., llntL 
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0 etern:ll craving in tho heart of man, which God h!\s 

cro~t3d br himself, and which, do what ,it will, cannot 

exht without religion I If he rcje~t that which God has 

give:t to th3 world, he will ba comp3lled to invent 

a!lothcr of his own. A stra.ng3 one certainly, but one 

which will please him, because it will ba according to 

hi3 own fa.n~y. Here we have men. many of whom 

would think themselves humiliated, and almost fallen 

fr3:n th:Jir dignity as men, if we were to surprise them 

practising any Chrlsthn duty ; and yet who, amongst 

them1elves, in the se;:re:::y of their mysterious temples, 

gravely observe forms of worsliip and rites, the which 

it is difficult to imagine anything more strange or ec­

centric. 

A rcc3llectlon of the past comes back to my memory. 

Rob:~spbrre himself resolved one day to act the Sovereign 

P;mti!I. He appeared elegantly and solemnly robed, 

h::>ldin:! in his hand a nosegay of Jbwers, which he 

o!'fere1 to the Supreme Bein(\' as founder of the R:Jpub­

Iic. 'And why not ? ' ex:!himed the Perc Lacordaire 

on t!J.is subje:!t. ' Why s~ould not a magistrate, in 

solemn robe3, oJier to G::>d O!le o.f the purest a-nd most 

iJlnoccnt things in creation-a nosegay of flowers?' 
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Y ct be fell, nevertheless, under the storm of ridicule 

which the act called forlh. 

It is bec:mse religion is a d:nnain set apart, and that 

even Facrilege will not save a man, guilty of such a 

parody of reverence, fro:n th~ sneer of ridicule. No, it 

is not enough to wear a blue ribbon and a gold sun on 

one's breast to give life to a vain sham, or to consecrate 

Pontiffs without character or mission. If the worship 

and sa::raments of Christians b~ august and venerable, 

kuow th:lt it i.3 bzcaus~ of that so:nething which God 

has put into them, and which God alone could give. 

But you, what can you put into your eccentric rites, 

your e:npty symbols ? That is why I repeat that your 

pr.M:tices are ridicu~ous when they ara not impious. 

Faith is indignant, and common sense looks on you 

with pity. 

Unhappy men, you reject the reality to follow sha­

dows ; and you are satisfied with these shadows, because 

you yourselves have created them. Pagans of a new 

sort, you adore the works of your own hands ; but your 

t~mplc, like your soul, is empty. In vain we seek for 

the Divinity. 



v. 

T/~6 Knight-Kadosih. 

I should like to leave this sad subject alone, but I 

cannot do so without saying a few words of the hi~her 

Masonic grades,-those which are only conferred on 

prO'D6d Masons, whose Masonic education is complete ; 

and without wishing to go to the bottom of these mys­

teries, or to understand their last word, either if these 

mysteries hide nothing at all, or if something be con­

cealed beneath, I ask, whether there can be anything 

more-suspicious or more absurd than all this phantas­

ma~oria ? M. Louis Blanc spoke the simple truth when 

he wrote : • As the three Masonic grades (Apprentice, 

Companion, and Master) included a great number of 

men who were entirely opposed, by their station and 

principles, to all social subversion, the innovators 

multiplied the degrees of the mystic ladder which each 

had to climb ; they created fresh lodges, reserved for 

ardent souls ; they instituted the higher grades of 
99 
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"Elect," "Knights of the Sun," of "Strict Obae'l"f)ance," 

and of "Kadoach" (or regenerated man),-dark sanctu­

aries, the doors of which were never opened to the adept 

till after a long series of trials, calculated to prove his 

progress in revolutionary education, to try the constancy 

of his faith, and to test the strength and mettle of his 

character. There, in the midst of practices which are 

alternately puerile and sinister .•. .' 88 

Let us, then, examine a little more closely into these 

higher MasC>nic grades, and, among the rest, the grade of 

• Knigllt-KadoMh,'' whose doctrhies,' says Brother Ragon, 

• form the essential complement of t1'tte Freemasonry.' 

He continues : 

'This grade bears, with reason; the title of nee plus 

ultra : the three lower degrees in the Order are only ad­

ministrative.' 

Well, how is the initiation to this supreme grade per­

formed? 

The Elect crosses four apartments, and the initiation 

is accomplished in the fourth. 

' The flr.~t apartment is hung with black, lit by a single 

triangular lamp hung from the ceiling_ It communi-

18 ITISto711 of Ten Yea1·s (M. Loui! Diane). 
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cates with a cellar, a kind of cabinet of reflection, where 

are found mingled the aymbolB of death, 80r'T'O'lC, and de­

.structi<>n. • . • 

' The second apartment is hung with white. Two 

altars are placed in the centre. On one is an urn, full 

of spirits of wine, which lights the hnll ; on the other 

altar is a brazier of fire, with incense alongside. . . • 

'The third apartment is hung with blue. The ceiling 

is covered with stars, and only lit by three yellow wax 

cll!ldles. 

'The fourth apartment. Here is held the Supreme 

Council of the Elect, tho great Knights-Kados~h. It is 

hung with red, and lit by twelve yellow wax candles. 

'Arrived at this Dilline Sanctuary, the candidate 

learns the nature of the engagements he contracts. Then 

he is made to go up and down a mysterious ladder, 

which, by its form, recalls the Delta. The emblems of 

this exalted grade arc : "a Cross,'' with a " Serpent 

bearing three heads." The serpent signifies the prin· 

ciple of evil. The three heads of the serpent are an 

emblem of the evil which has been introduced into the 

tl,reeMglter classes of society. One of tho serpent's heads 

wears a crorDn, and denotes the Sovereign• ; another 
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heaa ~wears a tia1·a, or cr08ll key1, and indicates the 

Popes; the last wears a S'IJ)()rd, and denotes the Army. 

The Great Initiated are to watch over the repreasion of 

theu abuses. . • • 

• As a pledge of ltia engagements, the new member cuts 

down with hia dagger the three head& of the serpent." • 

That is to say, the crown, the tiara, and the sword. 

The ridiculous, as we see, is mingled with the hor­

rible ; and it is a case indeed when one must exclaim 

with the poet : 
1 Hae nugae seria ducant I • 

" .Bllplaflatlo11 oftM Ckad• of (}real Eled, K11fqllt-Eadod by 

F. Ragon. (A work praised by the' Grand Onent,'} 



THIRD PART. 

:POLITICAL AND BEVOLUTIONAB.Y ACTION 01' 

FREEMASONRY. 

THBSE initiations, t.nese degrees, these successive 

trials, have an object and an aim. Defore confiding its 

last secret to a few of the rare 'elect,' Freemasonry 

proves its adepts ; it wants to find out whether they are 

capable of going down into the mines which they are 

digging under our social edifices. And it is n0t we who 

apeak thus : it is M. Louis Blanc, in his Hiatoi1·e de IJix 

An9. As regards Freemasonry, he says: 'Il is important 

to introduce the reader into tl!e mines which were being 

then sprung under tltrones and altars by revolutionists, 

far more deep and active than the Encyclopedistes.' 

The formidable side of Freemasonry is this : its deep 

andlncessant political, social, and revolutionary action 

on the world. . On this point M. Henri Martin said a 

true word. 'Freema~onry,' writes the author of the 

H'l8tory of France, 1 'is tl1e laboratory of r~olution.' M. 

1 T. xvl. p, 595, 108 
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F~lix Pyat, on his side, calls Freemasonry 1 tile Olw.rih 

of tM Revolution.' • 

Do not let us be told any more, then, that Freemasonry 

occupies itself with works of benevolence. That is 

possible, but it docs not prevent its doing other things ; 

and the .Monde-Ma9onnique has taken care to let us know 

that philanthropy is not the E].""D, but one of the means, 

and that THE LEAST ESSENTIAL, of the Order. 

Do not let people pretend either that, according to 

the Masonic Constitutions, Freemasonry docs not 

trouble itself with the policy of States ; that in the ele­

vated sphere in which it is placed, it respects the poli­

tical sympathies of each of its members ; or that, • in 

its meetings, all discussions on this subject are formal!y 

forbidden ; ' 8 as, in the same way, the rule of the 1 Grand 

Orient,' in Belgium, has for its text (Art. 135), 'The 

lodges cannot in any case occupy . themselves with 

political matters.' 1 

I recognize here the old tactics and traditions ofJ 

mystery with which, in the beginning, Freemasonry 

was obliged to shield itself, in order to deceive govern~ 

t IA Rappel, quoted by Ls Mondi!-Mafon~. May 1870. 

• An. 2 of French Constitution. 
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ments and dupe its followers. But, in reality, what are 

to-day these superannuated formulas ? Contradictions, 

or lies. 

Do not again come and tell us, ' If Freemasonry 

occupies itself with social and political questions, it 

does so in a general and inoffensive manner. Never 

docs it descend from the sublime heights of its prin­

ciples to the region of facts, or the agitated sphere of 

practical application ! ' 

Tl:.:s Is not the case, and cannot be the case. In fact, 

by the force of circumstances, Freemasonry is a politi­

cal and revolutionary society. It exercises a direct in­

fluence in all revolutions, it prepares and makes them ; 

and those who, among the Freemasons, put themselves 

at the head of the movement, and carry away with them 

the whole mass of adepts-those men, who are really 

the heart and soul of Freemasonry, have only one ulti­

mate object and aim, and that is, to become-accorcwg 

to the energetic and deep expression of 1\I. Ilcnti Martin 

-'the laboratory of retJolution '; or, according to 

Brother Pyat, 'its Clturch.' 

And now I will give some irrefragable proofs cf my 

assertion. 



L 

Masonic Wunesse1-Jf. Loui8 Blanc-Frtmch ana 
Belgian Masons. 

On this question (of the revolutionary and political 

action of Freemasonry) there is a passage of M. Louis 

Blanc's {whose m:>rds we have already quoted) which 

gives an emphatic contradiction to the protestations of 

the Masonic Constitutions. 

He says : 'It pleased certain sovereigns, the Great 

Frederick among the rest, to take the trowel and to gird 

themselves with the apron. Why not ? T.~e exi:stence of 

the hiyher grades beiln:J carefully concealed from tltem, tltey 

only knew about Freemasonry what could b11 revealed to 

the,m without danger. • • • They had no need to 

trouble their heads about it ; kept down, as they were, 

in the lower grades, where they only saw an oppor­

tunity of amusement, joyous banqu••ts, principles taken 

up and laid down at the threshold of the lodges, formu· 

las that had no reference to ordinary life : in a word. 
106 
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only a CfJ'Inedy of equality. But in these matters comedy 

borders C:.oaely on traJed!J; and princes and nobles were 

brought to sanction with their names, and blindly to 

serve with their influence, the latent enterprises directed 

agairut themsel-cea.' 

It is impossible to paint better the astonishing want 

of foresight of those princes and the old French nobility, 

who threw themselves blindly into Freemasonry, as into 

the impious philosophy of the eighteenth century, and 

accepted the ridiculous role of supernumeraries in this 

great comedy of liberty, equality, and fraternity, without 

ever foreseeing the tragedy which was to follow it so 

nearly ; impossible also to reveal more clearly the deep­

laid plans of Freemasonry, which disguises under seduc­

tive appearances its latent enterprises, its secret and sub­

versive aims, and its permanent con& piracy. 

And, in truth, as M. Louis Blanc again says : ' Dark­

ne~, mystery, an awful oath to pronounce, a secret to 

learn for each trial courageously borne, a secret to keep 

under pain of execration and death, particular signs 

whereby the Brothers recognize one another at the ut­

termost ends of the earth, ceremonies referring to the 

history of a murder and seeming to batch and foster 
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ideas of vengeance-what mgre fit to form conspira· 

tors?' 

But the French and Belgian Masons arc here in per­

fect accordance with li. Louis Blanc. Thus, at the 

centenary feast celebrated at the ' Orient' of 1\larscilles 

by th3 Lod~3 of 'PJrfa;t Si!mce,' an iafiucntial Free­

mason in the Order, Brother Bremond, while giving a 

sketch of the history of Freemasonry, said: 

'llow can wa fail to admire the perseverance of those 

who, in the eighteenth century, braved all religiOUIJ pre· 

jui!,ices, and PREPARED themselves for the struggle in dark· 

n8'J8 and in silence'! THEY CONSPmED, it has been said. 

Very possibly. And, in fact, when from the depths of 

the lodges came forth. these three words, Liberty, Equal­

ity, Fraternity, THE REVOLUTION WAS ACCOMl'LIBHED. ' 

And Brother Bremond added : 'O.f late a new impulse• 

has been given to Freemasonry ... On all sides Masons 

raise temples, found schools, assert their position beforB a 

profane world. • • They do more ; they take an ACTIVE 

PART in the movement of the century.' • 

Two years later, in July, 1869, a General Assembly 

was held at the ' Grand Orient ' of Paris, and there the 

• The Mrmde Maronnlque, Febrnarr1867, p. 613. IJllfd. 
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last Grand 1\lastcr of French Masonry, Brother Babaud 

Laribiere, ~xpressed himself, in a grave speech, still 

more categorically : 

'Freemasonry,' he says, 'was intimately connected 

with all the civil acts OF THE FIRST GLORIOUS DAYE 

OF THE REVOLUTION. Philosophic before the Revol~­

tion, civic under the Constituent Assembly, military 

under the Empire, during the Restoration Freemasonry 

finds itself directly mixed up u:ith politics, AND CARBONA.R­

ISM INVADES THE LODGES MORE AND MORE.' 

Going still further, Brother Babaud Laribi~re declares 

that we owe to Freemasonry the agitation for REFORM, 

which brougtt about the fall of King Louis Philippe, 

and UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. 

' Universal lfUJfrage having been brought vigorously 

into operation in the workshops, it was the Masons who 

first insisted on its application to the profane world; and 

we shall still find their names inscribed on the petitions 

for electoral reform in the last years of the reign of 

Louis Philippe.' • 

And finally he proclaims 'the imperious necessity for 

FreeiD8l!Onry to take an active part in all liberal and 

•Ibid. July 1869, p. 169. 
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socialist movements · ; and declares that ' the true mis­

sion <Jf Freemasonry consists in going before political 

society.' 

And was it not the other day only that in one of 

tne most influential lodges of Paris the same preten­

sions were advertised ? There funeral honors were ren­

dered to the memory of Dr. ?tlontanicr, the' Venerable' 

of the Lodge 'Progress' and a Prefect of M. Gambetta's 

on the 4th September; and they boasted of his glorious 

:Masonic coavictions. And what were these CQnvictions P 

They were, with war to religion, 'to the S'l.lpernatural,' 

as lw said, ' the immediate and constant study of SOCIAL 

QUESTIONS.' 7 

These opinions were proclaimed, in his name, by 

Brother Albert Joly, who, glorifying himself on his 

own account, exclaimed, amidst the cheers of the whole 

lodge: 

'Let Freemasonry, then, set to work ; let her continue 

to uagc u:ar against tlte supernatural, . . . and study, 

wit/wutfurther delay, TilE GREAT SOCIAL QUESTION.' 8 

In the face of declarations such as ihese, let the dupes 

of Freemasonry come again to quote to us the text of 

IOU. Aprill87'l, p. 724. 
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the Masonic Constitutions, which pretend to forbid the 

discussion of religion or politic~ ! I shall answer them, 

for my part, by telling them that they cannot be fooled 

to such an extent as that, without becoming aecom· 

plices. 

And, in fact, of what use would such a vast and power­

ful organization be if it were not precisely with tbis 

object, and if they did not descend frem the region of 

speculative theories and ideas elaborated in the heart of 

the lodges to the domain and pr!>ctical application of 

facts? This bas been expressly and over and over 

again declared by their Masonic orators. 

Let us again listen to the Belgian Freemasons. This 

is bow they express themselves, by the mouths of their 

most authorized representatives, at the great solstitial 

feast of the 24th June 1€54, where all the lodges were 

represented, and where, according to the avowal of one 

of their orators, they said out loud what all the initiated 

among the Frcemasono think in their secret hearts : 

' If Freemasonry were to ccn:flnc itself to this narrow 

circle (the exclusion of politics) of what use woultl 

be the 'Cast organization and tlte immense development 

which have been given to it Y • • • I am here only speak· 
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ing as an echo and repeating out loud what every one is 

·thinking to himself.' 

And the same orator continued : 

' When I look at the past history of our institution, 

'do I not see that Freemasonry bas been the attentioe look­

out-man who toatchu THE COURSE OF THE POLITICAL 

>.fiHil'S ?· 

.Speaking later on of the struggle of Freemasonry 

·against the Government, the orator goes so far as to own 

· thlll:, ' in all political crises, when61Jer it was needful, the 

centre, tl1e maimtay of resistance, was there, in Freema­

-sonry.' 

Also, the same orator did not hesitate to attribute the 

triumph of revolutionary principles in his own country 

to the organization and activity of the Freemasons : 

'If our ideas have t1·iumphed,' he exclaims, 'I say tltat 

it is to Freemasonry that we Q'UJe it.' 

• Freemasonry,' he continues, 'HAS TAKEN AN ACTIVE 

PART IN ALL POLITICAL STRUGGLES.' 0 

Certainly, in spite ofthc articles of their constitution, 

we must allow that these confessions are as explicit as 

possible. 

• K. ll eut, t . L p. SOt. 
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But here is something which goes further still. On the 

occasion of another Masonic fete, the feast of the Order, 

celebrated on the 15th of June 1845, the orator of the 

lodge, Brother Emile Grisar, revealed, in terms and 

with images to which it would be impossible to add 

anything stronger, what Freemasonry really is, and why 

it has become so formidable an association, out of the 

clutches of which it is so difficult for a country to CB· 

cape when once it has been fairly ensnared by it. 

• Freemasonry,' he exclaims, • possesses by its "-:1JUia­

tion8 mormoua reaourua.' And to inflame the zeal of 

his brethren he represents Freemasonry as • A ROBUST 

BODY, A COLOSSUS WITH A THOUSll.'D HF.A.DS, WITH A. 

HUNDRED THOUSAND ARMS i the GREAT INSTRUMKNT 

OP ALL SOCIAL REFORMS, the LABORATORY OF ALL NEW 

IDEAS' i and finally, 'THE PRECURSOR OF THAT DEMO· 

CBATIC ~PIBIT WHICH IS ADV AKCING WITH GIANT STRIDES.' 

• The numbers of our holy militia E:x:-rn-u DAY BY DAY ; 
1 

O'C'R AIOIS ARE MULTIPLIED, and fltrlJ BOOn WE SHALL 

BE ABLE TO CLASP THE WHOLE COUNTl'\Y IN OUR 10(-

BRACE.' 10 

Such, then, is Freemasonry ; such is its aim and such 

"M. Neut, t . I. p. 290. 
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its vast organization. .A Colo/J8UB with a tlwusand 'heads, 

with a hundred tlwu1and arms; which throws its ajfiliar­

tiona, like a huge net, over the whole country, so as to 

prepare its social reforms and elaborate its new ideas till 

it embraces the whole world. 



• 
II. 

TAe Question IJI to the Right which ·Freemasons JlOBBe88 to 
occupy them8elve8 with Politic8 discUB&ed and rBBOlved 

upon in the .Affirmative in their Lodges. 

But what must be clearly understood (although the 

categorical avowals we have just heard do not permit a 

doubt on the subject) is, that these speeches are not the 

result of over-excited or isolated instances among indivi­

dual Freemasons which might be contradicted by others ; 

they arc much more than this ; the whole question has 

been officially brought forward for discussion, and re­

solved upon affirmatively, by the Masonic authorities; 

and the result of these given solutions is that Freema­

sonry will not hear of being confined to her lodges : 

tbP..t ker object is to get posse!<sion of the whole politi­

cal power of modern society ; nnd that her lodges are 

only to serve to train men for struggle in the political 

arena. 

This is notably what the 'Grand Orient' of Belgium 
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-'the consulting committee and the brother orator who 

summed up their conclusions '-answered: 'The object 

of Freemasonry is not to lay down certain prinCiples 

which must be respected in the narrow enclosure of its 

IJ88emblics; THE WHOLE OF SOCIETY IS ITS AIH. THE 

LODGES ARE SCHOOLS W.HEBE MEN MUST BE FORJI4ED TO 

CERTAIN CONVICTIONS, SO thc.t they may be able to strug­

gle with vigor in the profane world, AND ESPECIALLY m 
TilE POLITICAL ARENA.' 11 

I find the same declarations in Italian Freemasonry. 

I have before my eyes the official report of the co&sti­

tuent llasonic Assembly, which met at Rome from the 

28th of April to the 2d of May 1872 ; there also, in the 

sitting of the 2d of May, the same question wns put and 

decided by a large majority, that 'the lodges have the 

right to discuss questions bearing on religion and poli· 

tics' ; and ' that Freemasonry is to study social questions 

"WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION OF XIND OR DEGREE. • •• ' 12 

But besides, has not Garibaldi-the accomplice, and 

perhaps the agent at this moment in Rome, of the great 

persecutor of the Church in Germany-has not Garibaldi 

been Grand Master of the Italian Freemasons ? And 

1M. Nent, t. 1. p. 267. '~ Le Hrm.tU-JJiacunnigue, t. xiv. p. 250. 
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when the great conspirator, Joseph Mazzini, died, what 

happened? All the Italian lodges went into mourning ; 

many of them sent deputations to his funeral ; and the 

' Grand Orient' of Italy invited all Freemasons, no mat­

ter of what nationality, who found themselves at that 

~oment in the valley of the Tiber, to assc.'mble them­

selves in the 'Piazza delPopolo.' '.A.t the hour appointed, 

a host of brothers surrounded the Masonic banner, which 

for the first time had been displayed in Rome, and fol­

lowed it to the Capitol, bearing the bust of Mazzini.' •• 

Such, then, without any doubt is Freem~onry; and 

M. Ftilix Pyat was quite right in affirming it to be the 

' Okurch of tlw Revolution,' and the ' vestibule,' or, as the 

Italian revolutionary we have quoted above expressed 

it, the ' antecltamber' of the secret societies. 

I am quite willing to allow that it is not precisely the 

same as those clubs where every night they discuss vio· 

lently political questions and social evils, which are the 

order of the day. It is not, either, one of those secret 

societies directly organized to prepare the triumph of 

such or such a conspiracy with the help of the dagger or 

the bombshell. Freemasonry will even submit, when 

liJbid, t, XiT. p, 80. 
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necessary, to see its Grand Masters nominated by the 

Government, and to accept in its body certain cfficial 

perJonagcs. It did so und:Jr the first and second Em­

pires, and agJ.in under the king, Louis Philippe. " But 

it is not tae bss a permanent conspiracy against the very 

foundations, not of this or that state, or of this or that 

form o.f worship, but of all religion and of the whole of 

society ; according to the express declaration of the Bel­

gian Freemasons, 'THE WHOLE OF SOCIETY IS ITS OBJECT.' 

It lays down the principles of which revolutions are 
I 

the coascqllCnec ; it elaborates the ideas which after­

wards ann the masses. It is thus that tlte lodgea are 

SCHOOLS where MDI ARE TO BE FORMED 'll:Jw uill struggle 

'Di{Jori>Usly in the 'profane' .um·ld, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE 

POLITICAL ARE...'\"A; or as the .Monde-Ma~onniqueexpress­

es it: 'It is thus that Freemasonry" FABHiossits men"; 

it brings them up and prepares them fer the BTIWOOLEB 

WITHOUT. To :Masons belongs the duty of realizing 

their conceptions o~TSIDE' (u l'exterieur). •• 

u Neverthe!ess the king, Louis Ph!lip~c, had thew,.dom to refuse 

Co; his son t!Ie Gra••d :&I after. hip or the Orrlcr which tad been of· 

Cered to him. Freemasom'lf artd the Rooolv.t·i<m, by P . Gantrclet, p. 

414. 11 La Franc .Mar<>nnel-ie et la Revolv.ti~. t, x. p. 19, 
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Thus, then, Freemasonry forms andfa8ltions its adepts, 

and prores them, before confiding to them its secrets, so 

as to sec if they are capable of being made of use ; and 

of go.'lg down into the 'MII\ES,' which, according toM. 

Louis Blanc, ' it ltas dug ' unuer the social edifice to make 

it blow up. 



IlL 

Into what minute Details F1UT1IIJIJO'II,ry enters in Polilit& 

'All great questions of political pnnc1ples, all that re­

gards the organization, the existence, and the life of a 

Stat<>-Oh, that ! yes, THAT BELONGS TO US IN THE FIRST 

INSTANCE. All THAT is in our domain, that we may dis­

sect it and make it pass through the crucible of reason 

and intelligence.' 

Thus spoke Brother Bourlard, great orator of the 

'Grand Orient,' on one of the most solemn occasiot;.s, 

namely, at the great feast celebrated by the 'Grand Ori­

ent' of Belgium on the 24th of June 1854.'8 

In fact, the questions of elections, electoral refonn and 

universal suffrage, revolutionary agitations and peti­

tions, interference in public functions, in the great eco­

nomkal problems and' the most fonnidable social ques­

tions, such as the organization of labor, of education, 

of public charity ; even questions of peace and war ; 

every detail, in fact, of the most serious public policy ; 

"M. Neut, t. I. p. 305. 120 
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-such are the matters with which Freemasonry is mixed 

up, and it is on these deep social. problems that she is 

ever at work. 

Therefore, when the times of elections come, nation­

al, general, provincial, or municipal, the lodges in Bel­

gium meet directly, choose their candidates, give them 

imperative orders which they are made to swear to ful­

fil ; and having done this, they put at the disposal of 

their chosen and sworn candidate all' the immense re­

sources-the thousand lteads and the lmndrcd thousand 

arm8-of which Brother Grisar spoke above. 

This is what is textually prescribed in the following 

important Masonic document : 

' A Masonic candidate shall be :first proposed by the 

lodge within whose jurisdiction the election is to be 

made, for the approval and adoption of the ' Grand Ori­

ent,' who shall be afterwards IMPOSED on all the brotlters 

of that obedience. 

'In the election which follows, "whether it hcnational, 

prcrDineifll, or municipal (it does not signify which), the 

election of the "Grand Orient" shall be equally reserved. 

'Every Mason must SWEAR to employ all !lis influenu 

to insure tlte return of tlte clw&m candidate. 
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· 'The candidate himself SHALL BE colll'ELLED to make 

a profeBBwn of faith in the lodge, which act shall be put 

on the minutes. 

' He will be invited to have recourse to the lights af­

forded by this lodge or by the "Grand Orient" in all se­

rious events which may occur during the time of his 

mandate. 

' The non-fulfilment of ltis engagements will e~pose 

him to the SEVEREST PENALTIES; even toe:rpulsionfrom 

the Order. 

'Every lodge finding it useful to help its cause by 

publicity, shall contrive means of inserting articles in 

the public press ; but the ' Grand Orient ' will recom­

mend such organs as may possess its confidence.' 17 

But this is not all. If the candidate, when once elect­

ed, should be found wanting in obedience to his secret 

orders and to his oath, tbis is what the 'Grand Orient ' 

has decided, with what powers it entrusts the lodges, and 

what duties devolve ~pon them : 

'The "Grand Orient," without hesitation, decides that 

not only the lodges have THE RIGHT to watch over and 

control the acts of tlte public life of tlwae among tlteir trtem· 

n Masonic Document, quoted by liL Neut, t. I. p. 267. 
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bera UJhl)'ln Utey hare caused to be elected to any public junc­

tionB, but that their duty i.> to reprimand, and even to 

cut off from the :Masonic body, such members as may 

have been wantin~ in tlte duties wldc!t tlte·ir position aa Ma­

s·ma imposes Upoll them, ESPECIALLY IN THEm PUBLIC 

LIFE, etc.' '" 

Thus not only do the lodges occupy themselves with 

politicl:l, but they push their members into political func· 

tions ; and having so pushed them, they claim the right 

of directing, watching, and judging tbe way in which 

those functions may be fulfilled. 

As to the detail of the que~tions which Freemasonry 

claims as bdonging to it in tlte ji·rst place, let us listen to 

the following : 

'To Masons belongs the question of ,popular educa­

tion ; to them the examination and solution of the ques. 

lion. 

• When ministers will shortly bring before Parliament 

the question of the organization of charity, to us, Masons, 

the question of public charity ! 

• The country is covered with establishments which 

nrc called" religious.". . It is high time that the whole 

liilJ!cl. 
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COUntry should be rid of them, EVEN SHOt:LD IT EliPLCY 

FORCE 110 

And these words were followed by riots in Brus~cL, 

~ons, Antwerp, Liege, Ycrviers I And it required <:li 

the prudence of t~c King to escape a revolution. 

Other ql!estions of a still more burning character ::rc 

claimed and agitated by Frcemasonry-wcial questions, 

and in the first rank those regarding the organization of 

labor. 

Of this we find a proof, among many others, in an im­

portant Masonic piece; a circular which the Lodge 'La 

Pcrsecirancc' of Antwerp, in March 1846 (two years l::c­

fore our revolution of the 24th February 1848), addres~ 

ed to all t11.c Belgian lodges, to GUbmit for their sanctic n 

a p::-ojcet developed in the feast of the Order by the 

o::1tor of this lodge whom we lately quoted, Brother 

Grisar. 

'It is high time,' says this circular,' that Freemason­

ry should occupy itself actively in the great and stir!·i::~; 

q:1cstions which arc now-agitating the whole of ccdcrn 

society. 

'Let us set to work, my dear brethren,' concludes the: 

10 DiBCOUrs :lfarD'MI4q>us, qnoted by M. Neot, pa~rim. 
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circular, 'and study these great social questions ; for 

then the triumph of our cause will be secured. • . ' 

And at the head of this project, what do we find ? 

The palpitating question of lahor, the organization of 

1rarkmcn, and, in a word, all democratic problems. 

Thus, this cir~ular, when imparting its plans to all the 

ll>9gcs, adds : 

' Let us identify ou?·selves witlt the democ1·atic ideas wltich 

must triumph in tlte end.' .. 

"ll. N~nt, t. I. p. :lSS. In a ~peech pronounced at Lt6ge, at the 

Solstitial Fea•t o: the Clr ler, fifty tboueand c.>plee of wblch were 

r~pro:luced and di•trlbuted, F.·. Golllu developed the follow .ng 

prog am me: 

Prlncipln to be ru-.d for th8 Future. 

Direct vni"er&al &Ujfl"afl•· 

.dbo!ltwn of permanem armiu, the eanee of the rnln and opprce­

alon or the people. 

Sfl,pprt<BW.. of an irrfmo~ahl• maou'raey, origin of alllnjmtice 

and !CaD<I•Ions law-enitP. 

· Abolition of the stipends of the rlergy, who shall henceforth be 

paid by the believers ot each denomination, 

PriMipka of imm•ik~ .Application. 

Universal eutrrage in :rJI provincial (lr commnral election, u 
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People arc sometimes astonished to find that, the very 

day after certain revolutions, formidable que~tions ar!:l 

suddenly brougbt forward in the press and throughout 

the beat means of habituating the nation, little by little, to the ex­

ercise or •overeign power. 

Primary, GratNitous, and Obligatory Educatwn. 

Abolltlon or town-dues (l"octrol) and of all taxes on articles of 

consumption, to be rep:accd by 11 single tax on insuranc•. 

Snppre.si.m of the Nallooal Bank, and the establishment of a 

vut•Y•tcm ofcr~di!;(onoitr, commercial sod agricultural. 

The right8 of labor ruultlnq from t'<e right of e:IJiatence. 

Organuatic'l.rlf labor, by the creatioll of great workmen·s a880Cta-

tlon• (wo:kmen's union~). 

National rewards gunted to laborious and intelligent woramen. 

R~uctioll of all budgete, ana e.peeially of that of war • 

..!uoeiati"n to render the la.t duttu to tltt de~d. 'IDithold the tu• 

IWanu rf~\6 clergy. 

Io.stltutions of day-nur.erlee, guardian Fchools, Infant schooiP, 

baths and lavatories, public fl~onomlcal slaughter and bake honseP, 

de . 

.A.bolitioll of the punl8hmetlt of death In poUtical and criminal 

lVI &ea. 

• Sncb.' adds the orator, • should be, according to my idea, the 

orders of tbe day Ia the great meeting which is shortly to be held. 

. • • • Shall we cru8h the lnfamoua '""'· or allbmit t ' <!tel. 
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the country, of which the public never dreamt the night 

before; as, for example, the organization of labvr, after 

the February revolution-a question which was treated 

i::J. so m3nacing a fa3hion at the Luxembourg Palace by 

a body of workmen, under the presidency of M. Louis 

Blanc, and of which the revolution of the' Days of June' 

was the result. Take, again, the instance of the separa­

tion of schools from religion-a question which was act­

ed upon instantly by the Commune, who cut the knot by 

driving away the Brothers and Sisters of Charity every­

-wh!!rc, te:uing down the crucifixes and holy pictures 

fro~ t!w walls of the s~hools, etc., etc. . . . But these 

thin:p, whic!l burs~ upon us so suddenly, had been fora 

long while agitated in the heart of the secret societies 

and the ~Iasonic lodges. After having been duly hatch­

ed in these la"!Joratories of revolution and of new idaas, the 

moment a f:lvorable opportunity presents itself, they es 

plode out of doors; the active propaganda of the lodge3 

disseminates them far and wide; and then the Colo,•sus 

witT' t!te t!tiJusand !teals and tlte Jr.und1·ed thousand arms 

secures the return in the elections, whether national, 

pro·.-incial, or municipal, of the men who personify these 

idea~. Thus all of a sudden the country is roused am] 
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bursts into a flame, in the embrace of a sect of which our 

Masonic orator spoke so eloquently just now ; and then, 

at a given moment, the catastrophe comes about. Thn~. 

in nil revolutions, behind the immediate and visible ac­

tors, there are others who pull the strings-men who 

were more far-sighted than their neighbors, and who 

burro*ed at greater depths ; these are the real authors 

of revolutions, although invisible and hidden from the 

eyes of the world at large. 



- IV. 

Peremptory Facts borrotDed from Contemporary History 

Let us inquire a little further into thiil subject, and 

consult contemporary history. 

I have just mentioned the February Revolution ; does 

any one think, by the bye, that its only authors were 

the organizers of the reform banquets, and those poor 

National Gua~ who cried out' Viula Reforme! ''! It 

would require a wonderful simplicity to believe this. 

Other men, who 'Yaited to show themselves till the 

favorable moment came, had prepared it in the dark ; 

and no sooner was the victory won than they hastened 

to claim the credit of it. It was these men who gave it 

its t~e character and its socialist spirit, which very 

soon horrified France and the whole world, and caused 

torrents of blood to flow in the streets of Paris. Well. 

ia the first rank of these workmen were the Freema.-

sons. 

• The combatants' (wrote the Frecnuuon's Journal) 

·only needed a few hours of struggle to conquer tltat 
129 

. 
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li~ei'lg which Free.>nasonry has been preac!ting f'r cen­

turieA. \VE, WORKMEN OF TilE COl\7Bl..TERNITY, ll.A.YE 

LAID TUZ FOt:h"DATION-StONE OF THE REPUBLIC. 01 

One saw them, in fact, almost the very first days 

v;h!ch ''itncssed the February catastrophe (t:.e. fr.)I!l ti.C' 

lOta of llarch 1848) rising in a boJ.y, n.ar::hing throug~ 

Paris with their banner flying to the Hotel de Ville, ::n,l 

there, to the number of three hundre~l Freemaso~>s t f 

every rite, representing the whole body of French Frce­

m~sonry, offer this banner to the Provisional Govern­

c~ut of the Republic, and proclaim out loud the part 

they had just taken in this glorious Revolution. 

1\1. de Lamartine made them this answer, which was 

received with enthusiasm by the lodges : 

'It is from the depth of your lodges that the rdeas 

have emanated, first in the dark, then in the twilight, 

and now in the f:lll light of day, which have lai? the 

foundations of the Revolutions of 1780, 1E'30, and 

1848.' 20 

But even that was not enough ; and Freemasonry w::::: 

determined to make a more official manifee:ntion than 

this spontancousdsmonstration of the Freemasons of nil 

•• Quotecl by .M. Ncut, t. I. p. 833. UJbid. 



A Study of Frcemasoury. 131 

the rites. In consequence, fifteen days later, a new de· 
putation, compo:;ed of members of the 'Grand Orient;• 

c.dorncd with their Masonic scarfs, repaired to the Hotel · 

rlc Ville. They were received by M. Cremieux and l'tt'. 
Gamier-Pages, who equally wore their Masonic em·· 

blcms ;· and the representative of the Grand Mastet 

Rpokc as follows : 

'French Freemasonry could not contain her univer~ 

sal burst of sympathy with the great social and national 

moverurnt which has just been effected .•.• The Free· 

ma.sons hail with joy the t1iumph of their principles, and 

boast of being able to say that "tl'e whole country has 

receiud through you a M<Uonic consecration. FoRTY 

THOUSAND FREEMASONS, DISTRIBUTED tN FIVE HUNDRED 

r.ORICSHOPS, CHEER YOU WITH ONE HEART AND ONE 

SOUL!"' 

Brother Cn!mieux, member of the Provisional Govern· 

ment, replied : 

'Citizens and Brothers of the Great Orient, the Pro­

visional Government accepts with pleasure your USEFUL 

.u<D CO.IIPLETE adhesion .... The Republic EXIETS I'!l' 

FREEMASONRY. • • • THE REPUBLIC WILL DO AS THE 

FREEliABONS RAVE DONE ; it will become the glowing 
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pledge of union with all men in all parts of the,globe, on 

all sides of our triangle.' " 

'The Republic u in Freema:lOm-y,' says Brother Cr~­

mieux; that universal Republic, which talks to-day of 

making Europe into a kind of United States. Eugene 

Sue saw in it other things; he saw in it pure Socialism. 

In fact, the Lodge 'La Perse~erance' of Antwerp, hav­

ing offered to the 'noble and C()urageous writer '-to the 

man who was the great precursor of our Socialist ex­

plosion of 1848-a golcl pen, Eugene Sue thought he 

could not better rtply to this 'flattering sympathy' than 

by making the following compliment to the Belgian 

Fr(!emasons: 'My Brothers,-By the extreme and just 

iNfluence which the Masonic lodges have acquired day 

by day in Belgium, you arc DOW AT TH!.: HEAD OF THE 

SocuLtST PARTY.' 24 

And do we not see that the most eminent Freemasons 

place in the first rank of questions to be discussed in the 

lodges, the organizatwn of labor, that formidable ques­

tion which has been the war-cry of the too famous 'na­

tional workshops,' organized by M. Louis Blanc? 

Such a triumph was assuredly not likely to slacken 

n The Nonitevr, 25tb lllarcb 1848. "M. Neu•, t. I. p. a.o. 



A Study uj Freemasonry. 133 

lh ~ a~~ivity or the lodges. Th3 Coup d' E:at of 1 '352 C:liDe 

t:> re:nind th'3m for a littb whib of the neees>ity of pru­

d3nc~. Bat if the Empire, by introlucing itself into 

Fre::masonry, thought thereby to havs subdued · thb 

fo::-mid~blepowcr, great and shor~·livcd was its delusion. 

Til.h i3 a specimen of the Mas)ni;.: c:J.thusiasm with 

whi~!J., in 1836, an orator of one of the mo>t infiuenti.ll 

oft~~ Paris lodges expressed himself : describing, as no 

O!lc kn:?w better how to do, the hidden seething of con­

t~mporary democracy, and announcing 'that a 11'lple 

uorld Qj new actors were preparing themselves to come 

U?On the scene' ; that 'unh•ard-nf machineo wcr~ beinJ 

employed,' and 'that a nameles8 slwdder gave warning 

t!Jat the hour was at hand.' ' In this frightful labor,' 

he exclaims, • v:hich is about tl) give birth to the societ:v 

of the future, let us glorify ourselves at being able to 

march to_::ether in the first ranks, amongst the pioneers 

of free thought.' •• 

And to sec a little more clo~ely how these 'pioneers of 

free thought! carry on their work ; how from these 

"Tbe Fran~-macrm, March 18:.7, t. vi!. p. 21. • Thla1ine tmd ex­

cellent ~pc· ch,' 1ays th:a journal,' was received with l•.nl\ cherre. 

and It wae nnantmou~ly 'rOted • bat It ehculd be p:in:ed.' 
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heights and from these general principles, where the 

dupes of Freemasonry imagine that it innocently ~;oars, 

these men of the lodges descend to the region of po­

lemics and daily politi<'s, let us Eay one word of the 

Revolution of 1871 and the Commune. 

A solemn Masonic manifestation took place during 

the Commune, a month before the entry of the troops 

into Paris; but was it in favor of Versailles and the 

National Army? Certainly not. It was in favor o!' 

that horrible Communist insurrection, ' tl1e greatest rtt·o­

lutfM,' according to the Freemason Thirifocq, 'ultidt it 

hu been given to tile W<Jrld to contemplate.' •• The official 

organ of the Commune has given a full account of this 

demonstration ; and Brother Thirifocq, one of ito prin. 

cipal authol'!l, has describ':ld it, on his side, in a curious 

paper, published in Belgium, which I have before my 

eyes."' There is then no doubt wllatever as to the spirit 

with which it was 11nimated. I shall abridge the de­

tails, and come directly to the capital point. On tl!c 

29th of April then,"" in consequence of an appeal·made 

•• ~ppeal to .FrumasoM n.f'.t1Jory Rite, by F.·. Thirifocq. 

tr .dppeal, which we qnoted above. 

••on the 26!h of April, In a preparator;y meetiug for th" :;reat 
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to ull the lodges of the ' Orient ' of Paris, an immense 

crowd of Freemasons, carrying sixty-two ~lasonic ban­

ner3, proceeded from the Court of the Louvre to the 

Ilotel de Ville, preceded by five members of the Com­

mune. The whole body of the Commune presented 

themselves on the Balcony of Honor to receive them. 

The statue of the Republic was there, girded with a red 
' 

scarf, and surrounded by the trophies and flags of the 

Commune ; the bearers of the sixty-two 1tiasonic ban­

ners placed themselves successively on the steps of the 

staircase. 20 The rest of the Brother Masons grouped 

themselves in the Court. 

' As soon as the Court was filled,' writes the Official 

Joul'nal, 'cries of "Vive la Commune ! " "Vive la Ma~on­

ncrie ! " '' Vive la Republique univcrselle ! " were heard 

on all sides.' 

manifc•tatlon on the 29th, Citizen Le Fran~als, a member of tbe 

Oommnne, made tbe following declaration: • I was heart and sonl 

with l:<'reema·onry when I was received into the Lodge 133, OM oj 

lht most Republic~n amongst tM.m; and I was o~le to convince my­

eelf tbot the object of Freemasonry and the Commune were tbe 

ramc.' Qooted l>y F.·. Tbirlfocq. 

1' .Appeal(<) FrttTMtJOnB of eflt1'1/ Rit., by F.·. Thtrlfocq. 
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Then, after an exchange of speeches, in which the 

'instparablc union of tile Commune and Frecmasonty ' 

were again and again proclaimed, and after .Brother 

Thirifocq had made the following declaration-' If we 

should be foiled in our attempt to make peace, we will 

go all together, and, joining our companions in arms, 

take part in the battle '-the Freemason deputies, accom­

panied by the members of the Commune, went out of 

the Hotel de Ville, the band playing the ' Marseillaise' 

Ten thousand Freemasons were there, and proceeded 

from the Hr.tel de Ville to the B&Stile ; going down the 

whole line of the Boulevards, and crossing the Champs 

Elysees, their immense column arrived at the ramparts, 

planted there their sixty-two banners, and had a parley 

with tbc generals, in the hope of obtaining a peace 

based on tlw programme of the Commune. And after the 

necessary failure of such a step, a call to srms was sent 

out by means of balloons, from the • Fedf-ration of F1'(t­

ma.wns attrl tlteir companions in Paris,' to all the Frce­

masonR of the departments. This appeal to arms ended 

with tl;e cry, • Yive la Repvblique!' ' Vitlc lea Communes 

de Fra,,,·e.fedel'ees atlec celles de Paris!' 

Such facts need no commentary. I know very well 



A Study (lf Frcemaslmr 

that tbe 'Grand Orient,' without bleming the manifes­

tation by a ~ingle word, declared that it O'llly compromi8ed 

11u:h Masons as ltad given tlteir personal adhesion to it. 

But, in the first place, there were ten tll()usand of them. 

And besides, what does it matter? And who, after 

such facts, can doubt the feelin~ which animated the 

Paris lodges ? 

If the Revolution of 1871 wa.s ' atheistic,' as it ha.s been 

written ; if, according to another horrible expression, it 

ha.s 'blotted uut God,' this movement of Atheism which 

ended in such bloody horrors-where, I ask, was it more 

warmly seconded and fostered than in those Parisian 

lodges ? where they also have striven to blot out God, 

and whose members wish to banish Him from the cradles 

of their children as from the graves of their dead ; from 

scho:>l and college as from public life ; in fact, from 

every place I 

I write these lines in the midst of the municipal clec· 

lions of Paris. Well, on what ground arc these elec­

tions contested ? It had never been heard of before-al 

least to such a degree-on the ground of mo1'al indepen­

dence, and ed•teation witltout God! The candidates put 

forward by the Democrats, who are they? Those who 
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have declared themselves formally for lay education­

that is, for atheistical ; 'lild among these very candid::.tcs 

is one of the most important men in the lodges, a mem· 

ber of the ' Grand Orient,' Brother Masso! ; the very 

man whose violent :n:t1sonic speeches we have quoted 

against God and a:;ainst all religious instruction. He 

proclaims these doctrines openly in his electoral ad· 

dresses-he posts them on the wdls of Paris; and yet 

his name comes out one of the highest on the poll ! 

Certainly, that these poor Paris people should have 

forgotten so soon-so short a time after the horrible 

calamities which these doctrines have let loose upon 

them ; that they should still follow these blind guides; 

that they should still listen to the same masters, and by 

their votes obstinately res11scitatc, as it were, legally, the 

Commune, before the eyes of stupefied Franco-no, I 

really do not know in all history a more fearful example 

nf incurable blindness! But alw I do not know any­

thing in whic3. is more clearly manifested the result of 

the subterranean working of the lodges. One can touc)l 

it, as it were, ••ith one's finger. 

When Freemasonry has come to this, I can quite un­

derstand how the more honest and frank among its 
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members, feeling themselves now strong enougn, and 

sufficiently advanced in their operations to set aside 

former precautions of language, say openly what they 

wish for and where they are going ; and demand with 

loud voices, e'Dery year, in the councils of the Order, the 

abolition of hypocritical restrictions which can no 

longer deceive any one. In fact, among the ardent J 

wiihes expressed yearly by the most active lodges, and 

which the Monde-Ma9lmnique enumerates with complai­

sance, I find the following decisive resolution : 

' The lodges demand loudly the RIGHT TO DISCUSS PO­

LITICAL AND RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS, AND ALL OTHER SUB­

JECTS WIDCH INTEREST HUMANITY.' 30 In other words, 

they wish that that which is the avowed prnctice of the 

lodges and the essential work of Freemasonry, should 

become the right of all its members-the written rule­

the law. 

Such, then, is the truth. The essential object of Free 

masonry is this : to mine all social and religious o:-der. 

It pushes its works of sapping and destruction in care­

ful parallels and at equal depths, under altars and. 

thrones-those at least which are still standing ; and he 

•• The 1Jfondt-Jiafon11lgul, t. xlv. p. 4.'!0. 



140 · A Study of Freemasonry. 

is blind indeed who does not see it I It says that it 

carries a torch to light the world ; but no, the torch is 

that of the incendiary. 

The doctrines which prevail in the lodges are impiety 

-that is, the radical negation of Christianity ; and the 

negation, implicit but real, not only of Jesus Christ, but 

of Go!l ; not only of the Chri&tian religion, but of all 

religion, all kinds and forms of Divine worship. This 

is the ' progress' of which shr dreams for humanity. 

And the political form which she pursues to realize these 

designs, and upon which to build this new society,­

without belief, without worship, without Christ, and 

without God,-is the Republic which everywhere is to be 

substituted for monarchies ; but a democratic and so­

cialist Republic. 

Now we see what is at the bottom of all this Masonic 

work, whatever may be the illusions or the incom:e· 

quence of such-or-such a Freemason, a good and honest 

man perhaps, too easily deceived. This is the meaning 

of all her mighty symbols. 

These are the ideas which are elaborated in the lodges, 

and which, thanks to this powerful Masonic organiza. 

tion, and to the active propaganda carried on by Masons 
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in the 'profane' world, have spread with fearful ra­

pidity through each stratum of society. 

And on a given day, when these ideas have made suf­

ficient way, then tlw mines will be sprung. 

It is thus that, after each political or social convul­

sion, Masons can (as on that morning in February) wei­

com~ tlu; triumph of theJr ideas,· it is thus again that 

Freemasonry mixes herself actively in our daily strug­

gles, and descends into a~e politkal m·ena ,· and it ia thus 

that she is become i::t reality, according to the saying of 

lL H. Martin, 'tlw ZalJorat<Jry of the Re'DolutWif.' 



CONCLUSION. 

L 

COf'ldemnation of Freemasonry by tl/.6 Ohurch. 

CAN we wonder, after aU this, that Popes and Bishops 

should have condemned Freemasonry ? And is it not 

a great duty that they have thus fulfilled, and a great 

service which they have rendered to humanity? For 

the two centuries during which Freemasonry ha:J been, 

I will not say founded, but developed, in Europe, the 

Popes have never ceased their anxious watch over its 

movements ; and in the eighteenth century two Sove­

reign Pontiffs, Clement XII. and the learned Benedict 

XIV. ; and in the nineteenth century, Pio VII., Leo 

XII., Gregory XVI., and, lastly, Pius IX., pronounced 

against this association the most explicit and the most 

;olemn condemnations. 

Let it suffice to quote here some passages of the cele­

oratcd Bull ' Quo ora'Ciora' of Leo XII., and a recen* Al­
locution of Pius IX. 

lU 
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The Pope L2o XU., in this Bull, first calls to mind 

th:J condemnations pronounced against Freemasonry 

since the reign of Clement XII.; declares this institutbn 

to be the open enem:; of tlte Catlwlic Clwrclt; and ftn:;l!y 

recalls the Bull of Pius VII., his immediate pred()Cessor ; 

then he himself renews all these condemnatio!'ls : 

'Beware of the seductive and fiattoring speeches 

which arc employed to induce yoa to cn~er into thes:J 

societiea. Be convinced tllat no one can enter them 

without being guilty of grave dn.' 

Leo XII. addt>d, for the sake of those who hatl been 

beguilt>d with illusions on the subject, the following 

words: 

• Although they are not uccustomed to disclose what is 

most blamable in their Society to those who have not 

arril"ed at its highest grades, it is nevertheless manifest 

that the strength of these cocietics, eo dangerous to reli­

gion, increases wil.h the number of thuse who join 

them.' 

Further on, in accents of the warmest charity, he con­

jures those who have allowed thcmsclvcn to be seduced, 

t;, give up the lodges an soon as possible, and forbids, 

under pain of all the penalties pronounced by his pre-
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decessor11, any Catholic to be received into the Society 

of Freemason~:<. 

Lastly, Pius IX., as a vigilant pilot over the vessel of 

the Church, in spite of the tempest which assails him in 

his own person, has spoken in his turn; and rt:calling, in 

his Allocution of the 25th September 1855, the warnings 

given to Freemasonry by his predecessors, he continues 

thus: 'Unfortunately these warnings hav<'l not had the 

hoped-for result ; and we look upon it, therefore, as a 

duty to condemn this Society anew ; seemg that, from 

ignorance perhaps, the idea might arise that it is in­

offensive ; that it has no other object but benevolence, 

and could not therefore be a source of peril to the Church 

of God.' 

It is, in fact, in that illusion that the snare and bait of 

Freemasonry consists. The Holy Father, after havi.Bg 

pointed this out, adds: 

'We condemn this Masonic Society, and all other so­

cieties of the same nature, and which, though differing 

in form, tend to the same object, under the same pains 

and penalties as those specified in the constitutions of 

our predecessors ; and this concerns all Christians of 

every condition, rank, or dignity, all over tbe world.' 
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It is for this reason that all the Belgian Bishops, in a 

collective circular on Freemasonry, made the following 

declaration : ' It is positively forbidden to take any part 

in this Society, and those who pt'rsist in doing so arc 

unworthy of receiving absolution as long as they shall 

not have sincerely renounced their error.' ' 

It is for this reason, again, that the Irish Bishops, as­

sembled together in Dublin in April 1801, in a pastoral 

letter addressed to the clergy and faithful of their dio­

ceses, pointed out Freemasonry among other contempo­

rary perils, saying : 'It is for .us a sacred duty to warn 

you to avoid these secret societies, and especially that of 

the Freemasons.' 

Finally, not to multiply quotations any further, it is 

for this reason that the Bishops of free Northern Ame­

rica, assembled in council at Baltimore, pointed out and 

unanimously condemned the Society of Freemasons in a 

pastoral letter addressed to their diocesans. 

In France, bow often has not the Episcopate lifted up 

her voice to repeat the pontifical condemnations, and 

demonstrate the incompatibility of Freemasonry with 

Christianity? 

a Circular ot the Belghn Ep!Pcopat~, December 1837. 
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What the Bishops think of Freemasonry m France, 

flclgium, England, and America, they equally think in 

Germany. I have before me at thi3 moment a pamphbt 

published by .llgr. d:! Ketteler. The conclusion of this 

calc end ex!laustivc treatise is this : 

'There is then, on the one hand, the Catholic Church. 

and on the other, modern Freemasonry. Here the work 

of God, tl:e work of Christ, and all those who believe in 

our :=.ord Jesus Christ ; there the work of men, who 

deny Gc::lall(l Ilia Christ, or ::t any rate abandon Him· 

A Catholic who becomes n. Freemason descr~ the temple 

of tlw [icing God to wo'l'l.: at tke temple of an idol.' 

After all, there are m:my Freemasons who themselves 

own frankly to the truth of these allegations. Thus the 

M<mdc-Mapuniqne (}'lay lSGG, p. 2) quotes the words of 

)lgr. the Bishop of Autun : 'If one \vishes honestly to 

remain n Christian, one cannot be at the same time a 

Freemason.' And t:IC F~cc::n&son organ adds, with 

great sincerity : ' The prelate is QUITE RIGHT to speak 

thus. It is his right and his duty.' 



II. 

Witt£ we are to <"Onciudeforour Practice. 

T!iese, then, ar~ the facts. I have simply pointed 

<.t:t what is, what .is said, nnd what is done in Freema­

sonry. 

Do I mean thereby to assert that all Freemason 

things are anti-Christian, and that all Freemasons are 

impious? 

I here mske the necessary reserves and distinctions. 

Yes; there are Freemasons who do uot even know that 

th~ Church has condemned Freemasonry; among whom, 

'througlt igoorance,' as Pope Pius IX. expresses it, • tlte 

false ilka Tuu sprung up tltat Freema8Qnry is inojfensi'IJe, 

a .. d has no other object but bene'IJolence,' philanthropy, 

and morality ; and who, not being initiated into the 

ianer circles of the Masonic Sodety, h~ve not the sma!l­

cst conception, under the grand phrases which are al­

ways sounding through ~ho lodge~:~, of the impiety, the 

Wlll' declared against Christianity, the support given to 
147 
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all !locial and political revolutions, which are the rea 

-essence of the Order. 

Well, I will address myself to these Freemasons who 

;are still deceived by the high-sounding pretensions of 

<the Society. If it be philanthropy which attracts you, 

:why do you want to .become Masons? Be Christians, 

.and that is enough. Does not every species of benevo­

.lcnce exist in Christianity 1' Is it not Christianity which 

has taught the world the meaning of the word charity, • 

charlty,-that fertile virtue, which gives men inspira­

·tiona anti self-devotion, such as pure philanthropy never 

·• It is lmp~sslble to repeat too often that t~~ Freemssona havu 

·-declared benevolence fo lid DIU qf th8 'Ualll .Stfttial clr.araet&rl qf 

·Freem:lBonry; and pracUcslly nothing can be so little ch•rltable as 

Freemasonry aco~rdlng to the avowal d many or its member11. B. 

Acary (tile Father), member or the chapter or Le Peratf!eran~ .d ml· 

tie, eald lately to the • Grand O::ient' or France, to whom he bad 

been eent ai delegate: • Freemasonry, ac•ording to the let Artic:e 

or Ita Constltntlon•, has philanthropy as one or its main object11. 

Dut with the exception of onr "Houae of P.e.f?VJ&" (of which the 

funds are eo miserably emal', thllt I wonder that. they ehould be 

mentioned at aU In a Soletitial Fcaft), I see notlUng 11llutewr1CMM. 

attem (M manner In whic.\ Fre&malonry MltrciatB any form qf btne­

tHJlftc..' See the Glob4, a Masonic Review, t. lil. p. 163. 
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equalled ? Yes, divine charity carries philanthropy to 

h··ights where of itself it x:.evei could have climbe(l. 

whence n:JW and unlimited horizons are discovered ; in 

a word, Christian charity enables the poor human heart 

to lean on. the heart of God, and, without setting aside 

any of the purely ~uman motives to love one another, 

sh'3 gives to the loTe of man for man an ideal as pure, 

as fertile, as infinite, as the love of God Himseif for hu­

::namty. 

And morality ! To make men more virtuous I Cer­

tainly, if this pretension be a genuine one, Christianity 

could not but approve of it ; for it is what she seeks her­

self, long before and far more than Freemasonry. But 

let us bll a little more explicit. How is morality under­

stood by them ? I do not mean by such or such a dupe 

among the Freemasons, who has never been initiated 

into the di1ferent degrees of the Order, and never will 

be; but by real Freemasonry, and by its chiefs whose 
i 
words I have quoted. It i3 a morality which dispenses 

with every kind of religion ; a morality without God or 

any form of worship ; in other words, Freemasonry 

wi~hes men to live without prayer, without altars, with­

ou~ God, and without Christ on this earth. 
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Well, what is this doctrine, if it be not practical 

Atheism? • 
Do not, therefore, let us hear of any mora pretexts. 

You have to choose between one of two things. 

Either you know what Freemasonry really is, or, kept 

down in its lower ranks, you never will know. There­

fore, either you labor effectually in the work of Free­

masonry, or you do not. In the first case, you act di­

rectly against your conscience and !he Christian faith ; 

in the second, what busineso have you there ? It- really 

needs an era of philosophical decadence like the present 

to forgive such glaring contradictions, or understaJ>d 

such extraordinary incompatibilities. 

If you are a Christian, then do not ever set foot in 

these lodges under any pretence whatsoever; or even, if 

you happen to be a man of a serious turn, and conse­

quently an enemy to these ridiculous phantasmagoria 

and suspicious mysteries, keep away from them; or if, 

seduced by their watchword and your own good inten­

tions, you have been induced to join them, withdraw 

yourself as quickly as you can. In spite of you, a work 

is carried on in these lodges which is radically anti­

Christian, lamentable for the welfare of souls, and sub-



A Study of Freemasonry. IS I 

vcrsive of all order and morality. How many times 

bavcwe not the sorrow of seeing, close at hand, its fatal 

results? 

How, in a general way, do peoplcgetintotheselodges? 

A young man of twenty, inexperienced, ardent, gene· 

rous, has some friends a little older than himself, who 

have already been recruited by the Masonic propaganda. 

'Why shouldn't you come with us ? ' they exclaim. 

The young man hesitates at first. ' What do you do 

there ? ' he inqbires. They describe their gatherings in 

glowing colors; they boast of the object of the Society, 

the friends, the good company you meet with. They 

talk to him of philanthropy and progress ; little by little, 

they draw him on by fine words. He yields at last, and 

consents to go in with them once to see what it is like. 

There he is caught ; and the first step taken, the initia­

tion once received, the links of the chain tighten round 

him ; and if he should have gone in there with some re­

ligious principles left, very soon the spirit which actu­

ates the lodges will infuse itself into his mind, all faith 

will depart from his soul, and all religious observances 

from his life. 

And, in fact, in the daily practice of life, what do we 
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see? That, among the immense majority of its mem· 

bers, FreemBI!onry takes the place of all religion ; that 

the men who frequent the lodges are never more seen in 

Christian temples. The lodge takes the place of the 

cb·.:rch. It is all at an end-no more faith, no more 

prayers, no more Gospel, no more Sacraments. For 

them religion has ceased to exist. These vague aspira~ 

tions, this morality without God, these vain ceremonies, 

these empty symbols, suffice thern, and very soon they 

are content to have no other religion and no other wor­

ship. Should they be initiated into some M81!onic func­

tion or charge, and decorated with some insignia, it is a 

thousand times worse ; the bonds are then drawn tighter 

1Wd tighter, the estrangement from every description of 

religion increases, the lodge chains them for ever ; and 

when the hour of death comes, when the family, with 

tears and prayers, conjures them to think of the safety 

of their souls, too often, alas ! their entreaties are in vain. 

I have seen the most inexplicable instances of this ob­

!!tinacy in men, who were, nevertheless, touched by the 

zeal and affection of a good priest, inclined by him to 

return to Christianity, and to whom nothing was want­

mg but that last step, that one act of faith, that neces-
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sary adoration of Jesus Christ; but no; and the secret 

cause of this resistance was always the same :-it was 

there, and nowhere else. Freemasonry had made them 

its prey ; its heavy yoke was on their souls, and they 

darei not, even on their deathbeds, throw it oft', and be 

once more free. How many Cllristian families know 

that I am saying now what is but too strictly true, and 

owe to Freemasonry alone this supreme sorrow I 

For us, pastors of th(l flock, it is certainly no flmall 

sorrow to sec in this century so many souls, so fit t~ be­

come good Christians, and so disposed to be so, yet 

estranged altogether from us, and seeking, in vain and 

empty falsehoods, the light, the virtues, the progrc~s of 

which the Saviour of the world is the fertile source, and 

the only real and powerful Inspirer. 

Wh3t mi!lfry, and what a subject of bitter tears is it to 

see so many among those we love waste their strength 

and lose their lives in the vain struggle to build without 

God and to fight against Him I 

I here conclude this study of Freemasonry. 1 have 

done it without bitterness against individuals, but not 

without a profound sadness at seeing the deplorable dis-
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sent of ro many of my contemporaries from that religion 

in the bosom of which they were born, and the power­

ful organization whieh exists in the world to promote 

cith<'r unbelief or religious indifferentism. What causes 

c~ aho 3ach incansolable sorrow is to see, in conse­

quence, so many generous natures and such noble efforts 

thrown away ; men of sincere good-will deceived in 

their object ; the progress of the world going the wrong 

way, b direct contradiction to its true interest ; the in­

cr~ascd divil!ion, in fact, instead o( the union of hu­

maui~y. Ah ! this templo of unity and fraternity that_ 

you wish to build, my poor deceived br~thren, it exists ; 

but it i~ a building raised by the hand of God, and not 

by the hand of men. Its foundations arc not laid on 

ruinous negations, but rest on a faith which is as firm as. 

it is fertile. It is the grcllt Catholic Church. Enter into 

it, yon also, and you will find your place marked there. 

This temple of God invites all men to take shelter within 

its walls. Jesus Christ has died for you as well as for 

us He is the Saviour, the Illuminator of all the human 

raf'f'. Come then to Him. Work for Him with us ; for 

to persist in building without God and against God, I 

repeat it-with the Divine Word itself-is a labor which 
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will b3 eternally bal'ren, and is an attempt us vain as it 

is culpable : 4 . 

'Ntsi Dominus redificaverit domum, in vanum labora­

verunt qui redificant earn.' 
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