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PREFACE.

Or all the acquisitions made by Great Britain during
the course of that lengthened struggle by which the
present century was ushered in, and which ended in
the overthrow of the French Empire, and the temporary
re-establishment of the Bourbon dynasty, none was es-
teemed of greater importance, both politically and
commercially, than the island of Malta. To a nation
already possessed of an undoubted naval supremacy,
and holding, in the fortress of Gibraltar, the key of the
Mediterranean, it wanted but this one point more to
render its position in those waters utterly and com-
pletely unassailable.

Malta has, therefore, always been considered a most
important and valued appanage to the Dritish Crown,
and its due security has been carefully and jealously
guarded. Still, until within the last few years, com-
paratively but little was known of the island by the
great bulk of the population of England. True, they
all had been taught that it was a powerful insular
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vi PREFACE.

fortress in the centre of the Mediterranean, half way
between Sicily and the north coast of Africa, and that,
prior to its passing under the sway of England, it had
been the home, for upwards of two centuries, of a military
community, called ¢ The Knights of Malta.” Some,
perhaps, had even heard of its siege as a struggle
reflecting great renown on the garrison of the island,
and as one of the most protracted and heroic defences
made throughout the sixteenth century. But beyond
this point little was generally either known or cared for.

Latterly, however, a very different feeling has arisen,
and circumstances have brought the island far more
prominently before the British public. The first step
in this direction was taken when Queen Adelaide was,
by her physicians, ordered to pass a winter there, that
she might avail herself of the mildness of its climate
during that season. The example thus set in so illus-
trious a quarter was immediately followed, and from
that time Malta has every winter become the resort of
a great and continually increasing number of invalids
and others attracted thither by its genial climate.
From this cause a personal interest in its previous
history, and in that of the Order who had raised it from
a mere barren rock into its present proud position, be-
came created in the minds of many who would otherwise
have cared little or nothing about the matter.

The number of those who have thus been thrown into
direct contact with the island has, however, received
its greatest and most important accession from the late
Russian war. Situated half way between Gibraltar and
Constantinople, Malta naturally became a central depdt,
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wherein vast stores of material, as well as troops, were
concentrated, and which was visited by every one,
either going to or returning from the scene of strife.
Any one who can call to mind the comparatively tran-
quil condition of the harbour and island generally,
previous to that event, and then compare it with the
busy scene presented to his eyes in the midst of the war,
must have been struck with the giant strides that had
been made during a few months in commercial import-
ance ; nor has the subsequent peace brought with it
such a diminution of stir and bustle as might have been
anticipated. The harbours are still crowded with ship-
ping, steamers, both English and French, call almost
daily at the island, and a general aspect of thriving
industry and progress mark that Malta is destined for
the future to hold commercially a very prominent posi-
tion in the Mediterranean.

A demand having thus arisen for more detailed infor-
mation relative to the previous history of the Order of
Malta, it has been made a subject of much complaint
that such information is very difficult to obtain. The
only book in the English language, bearing any pre-
tensions to the title of a popular history of the Order,
is Sutherland’s “ Knights of Malta,” published in Con-
stable’s ¢ Miscellany.”  Now this book, which is, after
all, but little else than an abridged translation of the
voluminous quartos of Vertot, contains no details of
aught but the political and public career of the Knights.
On their internal organisation and social history he.is
perfectly silent, and yet that is the point on which
general interest is more particularly excited.
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Of late years, a work has also been published by the
Chevalier Taafe, himself a member of the Order; but
his book contains the same grave omission, and is, more-
over, couched in such obscure and foreign English, as to
be almost unavailable to the general reader. The only
other English work bearing on the subject, with which
I am acquainted, is the history of Malta, written by Bois-
gelin, who, as well as Taafe, was a Knight of St. John.
This book, which is most valuable in its way, only
takes up the subject from the commencement of the
sixteenth century, leaving the three preceding and most
important centuries of the career of the Order quite
untouched.

Under these circumstances, and having myself expe-
rienced the difficulty which exists in obtaining, in a
popular form, such information concerning the Order of
St. John as is generally sought for, I have endeavoured,
in the following work, to supply that deficiency, and to
collect together, in a readable form, such details as I
have gathered, after wading through an enormous mass
of reading, from amidst the ponderous tomes of the
public library of Malta, and its still more valuable
Record Office, where papers and manuscripts of the
deepest interest exist in countless profusion.
~ Whilst following out a general history of the Order
from its first establishment in Palestine, in the close of
the eleventh century, to the present day, I have endea-
voured to intersperse the narrative with such details of
their private and social habits and customs as T deemed
might prove most acceptable to the general reader, and
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which I feel well assured have never hitherto been
made public.

In this labour I have received much and most valu-
able assistance. From His Excellency Sir William Reid,
the governor of Malta, I have received that support and
encouragement which his general desire for the pro-
motion of literature and science was sure to have
secured to me. To Dr. Luigi Vella, the courteous and
zealous superintendent of the Record Office, my warmest
thanks are due. Deeply versed, himself, in all the mul-
tifarious mass of reading there presented to view, he
has invariably, in the most cordial manner, assisted my
researches, by drawing my attention to such documents
as he knew bore most directly on the subject upon
which I sought information. To Dr. Cesare Vassalo,
librarian of the great public library of Malta, I must
also return thanks, for his zeal and kindness in the same
cause. From Mr. Watts, himself a Knight of the Order
of St. John, and from Mr. Winthrop, the American
consul at this island, both of whom have for years
made the position of the English branch of the com-
munity their particular stndy, I have received the
greatest possible assistance. The lists of the various
dignitaries of the English language, to be found in the
22nd chapter, were all corrected and added to by the
former of these gentlemen, and the curious and interest-
ing contributions of the latter to ‘“ Notes and Queries ”
have been frequently consulted by me with great ad-
vantage. The translations of the letters of English
monarchs to the Grand-Master, to be found in this
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work, have many of them been taken from that source.
To all other friends, and they are many, who have
lent me the aid of their counsel and help in the un-
dertaking, I beg here to record my grateful acknow-
ledgments.

I now beg to leave the result of my labours in the
hands of an intelligent public, trusting that it will meet
with clemency, if not with favour; and not altogether
without hopes that I may have supplied a connecting
link between the histories of Europe and Asia, which
will prove interesting and valuable to the general
reader.
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HISTORY

OF

THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA

CHAPTER 1.

ORIGIN OF CHIVALRY.— CONDITION OF PALESTINE PRIOR TO THE
FIRST CRUSADE.—ERECTION OF THE HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN.—
PETER THE HERMIT.— CAPTURE OF JERUSALEM BY THE CRUSADERS.
—FOUNDATION OF THE ORDER OF THE HOSPITAL. — DEATH OF
GERARD AND ELECTION OF RAYMOND DU PUY, — MILITARY CON-
STITUTION OF THE ORDER.

From the day when the battle of Arbela hurled Darius
from his throne, and sealed the fate of the proud monar-
chy of Persia; from the hour when the doomed city of
Persepolis re-echoed the fierce shouts of the Grecian
invader, the tide of civilisation, which for so many ages
had been curbed within the limits of the eastern hemi

sphere, burst its barrier, and commenced rolling west-
ward.

The haughty Greek, returning flushed with victory,
and laden with the spoils of the East, brought with him
also the germs of that civilisation which he had wit-
nessed in the lands of his triumph. Ere long, the
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Grecian empire, already celebrated for the prowess of
its sons and the lustre of its arms, dazzled the world
also by its pre-eminence in all the gentler arts which
soften the heart and ennoble the mind. The genius of
civilisation had removed her altars from the once-
favoured lands where she had so long sojourned, and
re-erecting them on the shores of the bay of Salamis,
became worshipped by the ardent Greek with even
stronger fervour than she had excited in the mind of
the swarthy Mede. This was the era when Grecian
architecture, revelling in forms of beauty, could point
to the noble temple of Minerva, rearing its snowy
columns into the clear blue sky, on the rocky heights of
the Acropolis, as an incontrovertible testimony and a last-
ing monument of the civilisation of her people. This was
the golden age of Grecian sculpture, when the genius of
a Phidias, giving life to the inanimate marble, produced
specimens of art, such as were not only the admira-
tion of his own age, but have stood unrivalled even to
the present hour. This was the triumphal epoch of
Grecian painting, when her canvas glowed with the
rival tints of a Zeuxis and a Parrhasius; and this was
the time also when the clear ringing voice of a Demo-
sthenes, awakening the surrounding echoes with his po-
lished periods, marked the perfection of Grecian oratory.

Yet even here the gentle goddess was not doomed to
find a permanent resting-place. Time, the remorseless
agent of destiny, fulfilling its inevitable decree, gradu-
ally crumbled away the bulwarks of Grecian freedom,
and sapped the heart’s core of her intellectual superior-
ity. Once again, therefore, she abandoned her home,
and, winging her flight still further westward, sought a
new shelter on the seven hills of Imperial Rome. Hence,
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following close upon the footsteps of the victorious
legions of her new devotees, we find her travelling on
and on towards the setting sun, until at length even the
Ultima Thule of the West acknowledged the gentle in-
fluence of her sway. Such had been the original source
and onward flow of that widely spread stream of civili-
sation, which, in its gradual development, advanced
even to the most western provinces of the empire;
and under the softening influences of which the rude
asperities of savage ferocity had become mellowed and
humanised. Here, however, the limits which an all-
wise Providence had fixed for the progress of the world
appear to have been reached, and, commencing from this
point, its retrogression was even more rapid than had
been its original advance.

The mighty empire of Rome having attained the
zenith of its grandeur, and having incorporated within
its vast dominions nearly the entire of the then known
world, began gradually to decline. Falling a victim to
the weakness inseparable from its cumbrous extent, and
to the discords which preyed upon its vitals, it gave
way, step by step, before the inroads of the barbarians
who hung upon its frontiers ; until, province after pro-
vince having been torn from her enfeebled grasp, the
Imperial City itself at length beheld its Capitol violated
by those wild hordes who had achieved its overthrow.

It is, however, among the circumstances attending
this overpowering irruption of barbarism, that we must
look for the first germs of that spirit of chivalry from
which the Order of St. John took its origin.

The rapid and continuous extension of the Roman
empire had created the necessity for that system of
colonisation with which they invariably followed up
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the conquests of their victorious generals. A new
country no sooner fell into the power of their arns
than an organised government was established, the
miniature counterpart of that which dominated over
the central city of their empire. A proconsul, or gover-
nor, was nominated, under whose sway, supported by
legions of disciplined soldiery, peace and order were
rapidly re-established, and steadily maintained in the
newly acquired territory ; but few changes being made
in the occupation of the soil. A rapid though gradual
transition, facilitated materially by the advent of
numerous official dignitaries, bringing with _them, to
their new homes, all the refinements and many of the
luxuries of their native city, converted the once rude
land into a smiling and prosperous provinee, where
the improvements and civilisation of their new masters
found a ready footing. Under the influence of this
power, the military spirit of the inhabitants was not
evoked. Rome maintained her sway, not by a local
militia, but by a standing army; and trusted for her
victories rather to the trained movements of a well
organised soldiery, than to the spontaneous efforts of
an undisciplined peasantry, however martial their na-
tive spirit might be. The theory of centralisation
pervaded every act of their government, and the con-
stant communication thus created with the capital went
far to aid the progress of refinement. The conquered
population, instead of being degraded into the ranks of
slavery, were raised to the dignity of Roman citizens,
and the politic and judicious liberality with which they
were treated caused them to yield readily to the
influences, at once softening and enervating, of peace
and refinement.
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The case was, however, widely different with the
barbarians whose torrent of invasion subsequently
overthrew that mighty power. They had no central
seat of empire from which to draft the rulers of their
new acquisitions, they sought not a mere extension
of an existing government, a new appanage to a mon-
archy already flourishing; but, descending from their
wild homes amidst the bleak fastnesses of the north,
they found in the luxuriant plains of the south a new
empire and a more genial dwelling-place. The original
holders of the land were all dispossessed, and mostly
exterminated ; their places being occupied by the new in-
truders. The leader of the irruption, secure in his
power only in so far as he consulted the interests,
and through that channel retained the affections, of his
followers, established his government upon a wholesale
system of military colonisation. There was, in such
a case, no standing army, or regular organisation dis-
tinct from the occupiers of the soil, but every man
remained a soldier, at the same time that he became
a landed proprietor in the country of his adoption.

The feudal system, to which this state of things gave
rise, was but the natural result, flowing from such
premises. The leader himself became a monarch, hold-
ing supreme sway within his newly acquired kingdom.
The commanders of his victorious forces became the
nobles of his empire, receiving, as a reward for their
services, and as guarantee for future attachment, large
grants of land, hampered only by the conditions of
military service in the field, whenever the necessities
of their chief demanded their assistance. These, on
the other hand, subdivided their land amongst their
inferiors, under nearly similar conditions, so that, ere

B 3
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long, the length and breadth of the soil was occupied
under a tenure purely military in its requirements. It
is not surprising, that, under such circumstances, a
martial spirit should pervade the new colonists. Mili-
tary service was the only road to advancement; it
was by military service alone that they held their
‘possessions, and the power of the sword was thus
naturally held paramount to every other claim. Hence
arose the first pulsations of that chivalric feeling which,
in its maturer years, gave birth to the military and
religious orders of the Last.

Personal prowess being considered man’s proudest
ornament, and the pursuit of learning and science aban-
doned to the monk in his cloistered retreat, the pro-
fession of arms was the only resource opened to the
youth of high and noble estate. Taught from child-
hood to take delight in the martial exercises which
formed the daily occupation of the retainers in every
baronial castle, he imbibed at an early age that ardent
desire for distinction and renown which formed the
fundamental principle of chivalry. Imbued with the
religious veneration of the age, a veneration deeply
tinged with superstition, and strengthened by the gross
ignorance of the times, he was led to consider as sacred
the obligations imposed upon him by the chivalric
code: to combat in the defence of his religion was
deemed not only a holy duty, but, at the same time,
an inestimable privilege. He had been trained in
the belief that pardon for his sins was to be purchased
by a display of martial zeal in behalf of his faith; and
that the shedding of his blood in this sacred cause
would insure him an entrance into the joys of heaven.
This doctrine appealed in the warmest and most direct
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manner to the prevailing sentiments of the time; it
readily, therefore, found a responsive echo in every
chivalric bosom. Since the whole community of Europe
was imbued with feelings such as these, it required
but a spark to set the fabric in a blaze; and, ere long,
there arose in the East the incentive by which that
flame was kindled.

The Byzantine empire had continued to hold its sway
long after its Western sister had succumbed to the
wild tribes of the North; and, although much circum-
scribed from its original colossal dimensions, yet, at the
commencement of the seventh century, the Euphrates was
still the Asiatic boundary of the empire. IHer rulers,
however, either dreading the treachery of usurpers, or
being usurpers themselves, were less anxious to check
the inroads of the barbarians by whom they were sur-
rounded than to secure their own position on the
tottering throne. Encompassed by enemies, both
within and without, that position was annually be-
coming one of increasing difficulty, and demanded in
the monarch the presence of the highest administrative
talents, combined with the most consummate skill in
generalship, to maintain its integrity. Unfortunately
however for the empire, her rulers evinced no such
powers; far from making head against the constant en-
croachments of their neighbours, they plunged madly
into all the voluptuous degeneracy of the times, and
vainly sought to coneceal their effeminate weakness, and
disgraceful cowardice, beneath the idle pomp of a
gorgeous magnificence. Under such adverse influences,
the power which had at one time been swayed over the
castern half of Europe, and had shared the empire of
the world with its Roman sister, crumbled away by

B 4
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degrees, and became a mere phantom of its former
grandeur.

There was, however, one province which, throughout
all the declining fortunes of the empire, commanded
the most affectionate interest and the warmest sympathy
in every corner of Europe. This was the province of
Judea, within whose limits stood the holy city of Jeru-
salem. Since the death of our Saviour, the vicissitudes
of fortune, and the struggles of warfare, had caused
numerous changes within its sacred precincts. Im-
mediately after the capture of the city by the Romans
under Titus, in fulfilment of the prophecies so fre-
quently uttered by our Lord, the idolatrous institutions
of its new masters took the place of the Judaism which
had been driven forth to be dispersed over the face of
the whole earth. A Pagan temple was erected upon
the site where Solomon ‘‘had built him an house unto
the Lord ;” and the foul rites of a heathen worship
desecrated the land hallowed by the Passion of our
Saviour.

But in the fourth century, the Christian faith, which
had been gradually winning its way throughout the
empire, became recognised as the established religion;
and ere long Christian churches and a Christian wor-
ship replaced the temple of the heathen and the rites of
Paganism. Foremost amongst these structures, dedi-
cated to the services of their new religion, stood the
church of the Holy Sepulchre, erected by the Empress
Helena, the mother of the great Constantine. She had
been converted and baptised into the Christian faith at
the same time as her son ; and, with all the awakened
zcal of an enthusiastic convert, had made a personal
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, sceking amidst the scenes
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of her Saviour’s last home upon earth for a lively con-
firmation of her new faith. To her is attributed the
discovery of the Holy Sepulchre of our Lord, and upon
its site she erected the magnificent temple which bears
its name. Her example was followed by her son, and
ere long the numerous stately churches and convents
which they founded became the principal adornment of
the Holy Land.

Jerusalem now became the favoured object of the
world’s devotion.  Religious curiosity had prompted
Christians, from the earliest ages of the church, to visit
the regions sanctified by their faith, and this feeling,
increasing in strength by the growth of custom, and
supported by the influence of the entire priesthood,
rcached at length to such a pitch of fervour, that a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem became recognised as the most
efficacious act of penance which the poor sinner could
perform in expiation of his guilt. Vast crowds flocked
annually from every corner in Europe to utter a prayer
on the tomb of their Saviour, and to gaze on that hal-
lowed mount where he had breathed his last. The very
dust of the land was considered sacred in their eyes;
and the pious wanderer, returning to his native home,
hung his palm branch and pilgrim’s staff over the altar
of his parish church, where it remained, not only a
token of his own devotion, but, at the same time, an
incentive to others to follow so laudable an example.

Matters were on this footing when suddenly, from the
obscurity of the East, there emerged one of those agents
of divine Providence who, at stated periods in the world’s
history, flash like meteors upon the scene of events, to
carry out His inscrutable dispensations ; and who, in the
present instance, was ordained to cause a complete revo-
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lution throughout the nations of the East, and to become
the founder not only of a new empire, but also of a new
religion.

It will not come within the province of this work to
enter into any detail with regard to the personal history
of the impostor Mahomet, who, in the early part of the
seventh century, made his appearance in the guise of a
prophet in the city of Mecca. Suffice it to say, that, in
a period variously stated at from ten to twenty-five years
from the commencement of his career, he had brought
the whole of Arabia under his dominion. The main
cause of this rapid success may be found in the fact,
that one of the fundamental doctrines of his new faith
was the necessity of its propagation by the power of
the sword. The lust of conquest being thus superadded
to the zeal of fanaticism, it was not long in bearing its
customary fruit; and the new creed spread with a rapidity
unequalled in the annals of religious propagandism.

After the death of Mahomet, his successors, who took
the name of caliph, or vicar of the prophet, for their
title, filled with zeal for their new faith, and burning
with ambition to add to their conquests, overran the
neighbouring provinces, and spread the doctrines of their
master, and their own power, at the point of the sword.
Damascus, Antioch, and Syria having succumbed to their
arms, they penetrated into Palestine, seized upon Jeru-
salem, and passing thence into Egypt, they subjugated
it to their empire. Media, Korassan, and Mesopotamia
shared the same fate, until, at length, having entered
Africa, they brought the whole northern coast under
the influence of their sway. In Europe, after having
successively seized upon the islands of Cyprus, Rhodes,
Candia, Sicily, and Malta, they founded a new empire
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in the heart of Spain, whence they carried on, for many
centuries, a desperate struggle with the Christians of
the surrounding provinces.

Of all these conquests, however, the one which caused
the greatest dismay throughout Christendom, and which,
in after ages, was fraught with the most eventful results,
was the capture of the Holy Land and the city of Jeru-
salem. So long as the Christian emperors of the East
had continued to hold sway over its sacred limits, the
advent of pilgrims from all parts of the world had been
encouraged in every possible way. The government
had early perceived that a vast amount of money was
by this means brought into the empire, and that its
commerce was considerably extended by the large con-
course of ever-changing people collected together within
the favoured province. Although the Mahometan suc-
cessors of the Eastern emperors were far too politic and
keen-sighted to prohibit the admission of this influx of
Christians into the sacred city, they nevertheless imposed
upon them such tributes as materially diminished their
slender finances. The Infidels were at that time divided
by intestine discords amongst themselves; since, shortly
after the death of Mahomet, they had become split up
into separate factions, each led by a chief who claimed
for himself the right of empire, in virtue of his being
the nearest in descent from the Prophet. There were
at one time no less than five distinct pretenders to this
dignity. The sovereignty of Jerusalem had been warmly
contested between two of these rivals, the caliph of
Bagdad and the caliph of Egypt; and, in their strug-
gles for supremacy, the poor unoffending pilgrims of
the West were miserably harassed and plundered, nay,
not unfrequently murdered. These impediments, how-
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ever, were not sufficient to check the ardour of their
zeal ; nor did the manifold dangers of the enterprise
deter a vast and annually increasing number from
seeking the shores of Palestine.

Many of these devotees combined the profitable em-
ployment of traffic with the holier office of the Palmer;
and those who were thus enabled to establish a relation-
ship with the lords of the neighbouring provinces, had
it frequently in their power to befriend their less for-
tunate brethren. In the middle of the eleventh century,
some merchants of Amalfi, a rich city of the kingdom of
Naples, having in the course of their trading in Egypt
ingratiated themselves with the Caliph Monstaser Billah,
who at that time held the holy city under his sway,
obtained permission to establish a hospital within the
limits of Jerusalem, for the use of poor and sick Latin
pilgrims.  In accordance with the order of the caliph,
the Mahometan governor of the city assigned to these
pious men a site close to the Holy Sepulchre, on which,
as soon as possession could be obtained, they erected a
chapel dedicated to the Virgin, giving it the name of
St. Mary ad Latinos, to distinguish it from those ehurches
where the service was performed aceording to the Greek
ritual. The building was completed in the year 1048,
and from that time its sacred duties were carried on by
Benedictine monks appointed for the purpose.

At the same time, two hospitals, one for either sex,
were erected in the vicinity of the chapel, for the re-
ception of pilgrims, and eventually each of these hospi-
tals had a separate chapel annexed to it; that for the
men being dedicated to St. John the Almoner, and
the one destined for the women to St. Mary Magdalen.
Many pilgrims; who on their arrival from Europe had
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here experienced the kindness and hospitality so liberally
extended to all wayfarers, abandoned the idea of re-
turning to their native homes, and formed themselves
into a band of charitable assistants, who, without any
regular religious profession, devoted themselves to the
service of the hospital, and the care of its sick inmates.
All the chief cities of Italy, and the South of Europe
generally, subscribed liberally for the support of this
institution ; the merchants of Amalfi, who were its
original founders, becoming the stewards of their bounty;
and as its beneficial influence became more widely known
throughout Europe, from the favourable reports of
grateful pilgrims on their return from these distant
climes, the amount of their revenue, and consequently
of their powers of usefulness, became greatly aug-
mented. Such was the original establishment of the
Hospitallers of Jerusalem, which may justly be considered
as the cradle of the Order of St. John, and from this
pious fraternity of charitable devotees sprang a body
of men who for centuries became the terror of the Infi-
del, and the bulwark of Christendom in the East.

A great and calamitous change was soon however
doomed to be the lot of the sacred city. Its Mahometan
masters, after four centuries of dominion, became in
their turn overpowered by a fierce horde of barbarians
bearing the name of Turkomans, who, originally nurtured
in the wild regions beyond the Caspian Sea, poured
themselves gradually over all the countries bordering on
the Euphrates. It was not long ere Jerusalem fell into
their hands, and from that moment a new and most
disastrous era dawned upon the pilgrims of Europe.
Their tribute was still further raised, and they them-
selves were plundered, maltreated, and subjected to every
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kind of atrocity, thus rendering the journey to Jerusalem
an undertaking fraught with the greatest possible
danger. Pilgrims returning to their homes soon spread
the evil tidings, and a loud murmur of horror and
indignation arose from every province in Europe.

It was whilst these cruelties were at their height,
that, in the year 1093, a Latin monk, who had received
the name of Peter the Hermit on account of the
- seclusion and rigid austerity of his life, having himself
witnessed the hardships and barbarities to which the
Christian sojourners in Jerusalem were exposed, deter-
mined to devote his energies to the alleviation of their
sufferings, and applied to the Greek patriarch Simeon
for assistance in the good cause. The Greek empire
was at this time in far too insecure and tottering
a condition to admit of the possibility of any armed
intervention being undertaken in that quarter, but
Simeon willingly gave Peter a letter of recommendation
to Urban II., who then occupied the chair of St. Peter.
Fortified with this missive, as well as with one of a
similar tenor from Gerard, the rector of the Hospital of
St. John of Jerusalem, the Hermit proceeded to Rome,
and there personally pleaded his holy cause.

The enthusiasm which was excited throughout
Europe, and which led to the successive departure of
vast armaments from all quarters, formed a prominent
feature in the history of the 11th and 12th centuries.
After the miserable dispersion of the first undisciplined
hordes who, led by the fanatic Peter, rushed headlong
towards their destination in tumultuous disarray, the
armed chivalry of Furope gradually collected on the
plains before Constantinople, where they eventually
mustered a strength of 100,000 cavalry and nearly
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600,000 foot. The advance of this force, which was
commanded in chief by Bohemond, son of the Count of
Calabria, was marked by the successive capture of the
cities of Nicea, Antioch, Tarsus, and Edessa, and
cventually appeared before Jerusalem, the haven of
their wishes, on the 7th of June, 1099.

The caliph of Egypt, taking advantage of the warfare
which the Turkomans were then carrying on against
the Crusaders, had succeeded in once more obtaining
possession of Palestine, and was at this period in
occupation of the holy city, which he garrisoned by a
force of 40,000 men, in addition to 20,000 Mahometan
inhabitants capable of bearing arms. The forces of the
besiegers, decimnated as they had been by their previous
struggles, and the privations they had undergone,
scarcely numbered 20,000 infantry and 1500 horse.

As soon as they appeared before Jerusalem, the
governor arrested all the leading Christians in the
city, and threw them into prison, amongst others Peter
Gerard, the rector of the Hospital of St. John. Gerard
is generally supposed to have been a native of Florence,
but the matter is enveloped in doubt, neither his
country nor his family having been with any certainty
ascertained. He had undertaken a pilgrimage to the
East in accordance with the prevailing custom of the
age, and, being an eyewitness to the many charities
administered by the hospital, he abandoned his intention
of a return to Europe, and, devoting himself to the
service of the institution, rapidly gained such influence
by the piety of his life that he eventually became its
rector. At the same time a noble Roman lady, named
Agnes, superintended the establishment appointed for
the reception of females. Pilgrims of both sexes were
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admitted without distinction into the hospital; the
Infidels, even, were not excluded from its benefits, in
consequence of which the rector gradually became re-
garded with almost filial veneration by the poor of the
city. It was the dread that this influence might be
made use of to favour the besiegers which induced the
governor, as a matter of precaution, to arrest Gerard.*
He, at the same time, caused all the wells within a
circuit of five or six miles of the town to be filled up,
and levelled every building in the suburbs, burning the
wood of which they were composed, so that the be-
siegers, when they arrived, found nothing but an arid
waste encircling the walls of the town.

In spite of the disadvantages caused by the paucity
of their numbers and the obstacles thrown in their
way, the Crusaders at once decided upon prosecuting
the siege of the place. On the fifth day, a general as-
sault was made; but, owing to the want of the proper
military engines, the effort proved futile, and the as-
sailants were driven with great loss from the walls. To
remedy this defect, Godfrey de Bouillon and Raymond

* A curious and amusing miracle is recorded in connexion with
this arrest of Gerard, tending to show the sanctity in which he was
held. It is stated that, distressed beyond measure at the miserable
condition to which he perceived the Crusaders were reduced from
starvation, he was in the practice of mounting the ramparts with loaves
of bread concealed beneath his cloak, which he threw over the walls for
the use of the Christians. Being one day detected in this charitable
act, he was led before the Mahometan governor of the city ; but lo!
when his cloak was removed, in testimony of the truth of the accusa-
tion, it was discovered that the loaves he was carrying in his arms
had been miraculously converted into stones, and his life was, in con-
sequence, spared. He was, however, placed in confinement, as being
still under suspicion of holding treasonable intercourse with the
besiegers.
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of Toulouse caused two wooden towers to be con-
structed, and a second assault took place on the 19th
of July. This proved entirely successful; Godfrey, by
means of his tower, penetrated within the walls, and,
opening the gates of the city, gave admission to the
whole army.

A scene of bloodshed and slaughter now took place,
such as must ever prove an indelible stain upon other-
wise so glorious an achievement. Not content with
slaughtering those who were found with arms in their
hands, the women and children indiscriminately fell
victims to their savage ferocity. No less than 10,000
of the inhabitants were murdered in the Mosque of
Omar. The carnage on this spot was so fearful, that
the mutilated carcasses were floated by the torrents of
blood into the court, and the Christian knights rode in
the gore of the Saracens up to the knees of their horses.
On the day after the victory, an occurrence if possible
still more disgraceful to the Latin chiefs took place. A
body of 300 men, to whom Tancred had pledged his
knightly word in token of protection, were murdered in
cold blood, it having been decided by the assembled
leaders that no quarter should on any pretence be given
to the Saracens.

At length the slaughter ceased, and, satiated with
blood, the commanders of the army, followed by their
soldiers, bareheaded and with naked feet, proceeded to
the Holy Sepulchre, there to offer up their orisons, and
to return thanks for the successful issue of their sacred
undertaking. Incongruous as this act may appear so
shortly after the scenes recently enacted, it was in striet
accordance with the spirit of the times, when the fervent
piety of the Christian was closely allied to the intolerant

VOL. I c
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zeal of the fanatic. Their religious duties accomplished,
they proceeded to organise a government for the newly
conquered territory, and the majority of the suffrages
uniting in favour of Godfrey of Bouillon, a prince as
noted for his piety as celebrated for his valour, he was
elected to the office of supreme ruler. Refusing the
title of king and the diadem which were offered him,
upon the plea that he would never wear a crown of
gold where his Saviour had worn a crown of thorns, he
modestly contented himself with the title of Defender
and Advocate of the Holy Sepulchre.

Thus, after the lapse of four centuries, we once more
find the sacred city shaking off the yoke of Islamism,
beneath which it had so long succumbed, and reverting
to that Christianity which had in by-gone ages found a
resting-place within its walls. It were a curious and
instructive study to contemplate the extraordinary
changes which time had wrought within its hallowed
precincts. Truly it is impossible not to feel how directly
the hand of the Lord had been here manifested, and how
this city of his own peculiar people had by his divine
favour been carried through scenes of desolation and
horror, such as would have insured the permanent
destruction of any less favoured land. The siege, of
which the successful termination has just been narrated,
was the tenth which Jerusalem, with varied fortunes,
had undergone. It was first captured by David, in the
year B.C. 1051, who drove out its Jebusite inhabitants,
and, establishing his abode in the city, made it the
capital of the Jewish kingdom. In the reign of Reho-
boam, the grandson of David, seventy-five years after-
wards, it was besieged by Shishak, king of Egypt, who,
having obtained admission through the cowardice of
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Rehoboam, pillaged the city, and retained a temporary
possession of it. The interposition of divine Providence
was destined to cause the next attack upon Jerusalem to
end more favourably for its inhabitants, the Almighty
having been pleased to smite the mighty hosts which
Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, in the year 715 z.c.
had brought against the place, with such miraculous
slaughter, that he was compelled to make a precipitate
retreat. The fourth siege to which Jerusalem was sub-
jected, and which ended in its almost entire destruction,
was that undertaken by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
Ion, to enforce the payment of tribute which Zedekiah,
trusting to an alliance which he had contracted with
the Egyptians, had refused to continue. For eighteen
months the inhabitants persisted in their defence, famine
and pestilence causing even greater ravages among them
than the sword of the enemy. At the expiration of that
time they were compelled to yield, and the conqueror
made his triumphal entry into the city. Such of the
inhabitants as were not massacred were led away into
slavery, the temple was reduced to ashes, and the town
completely destroyed, nearly 1500 years after its founda-
tion by Melchisedec. By permission of Cyrus, king of
Persia, it was rebuilt by Zerobabel, and once more forti-
fied by Nehemiah,

In the year 63 B.c., the Jews having refused a passage
to the Roman army which was marching against Aristo-
bulus, Pompey the Great attacked the place, and, owing
to the dissensions raging within its walls, he speedily
made himself master of it. It is recorded, that in this
siege, which lasted during three months, no less than
twelve thousand Jews lost their lives. On the same day,
twenty-seven years afterwards, it was again captured by

c 2
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Herod the Great, and on this occasion the slaughter was
even greater than before, the obstinacy of the defence
having exasperated the conquerors to such a pitch of
frenzy, that, on obtaining possession of the town, they
immolated to their fury, without regard to age or sex, all
who fell into their hands. The seventh siege was that
rendered so memorable in history from its being the ful-
filment of our Lord’s frequent denunciations whilst per-
forming his ministry on earth. Titus ade his appear-
ance before the town, with a vast Roman army, in the year
66 A.c. At that time Jerusalem, built upon two very
steep mountains, was divided into three parts, — the
upper city, the lower city, and the temple ; each of which
had its own separate fortifications. From this cause, the
inhabitants were enabled to protract their defence almost
indefinitely; but the perseverance of the besiegers at
length overcame all obstacles, and, after a most desperate
resistance, Titus succeeded in forcing an entry into the
town, which, in spite of all his efforts, he was unable to
preserve from destruction. The word of God had said
that not one stone should be left upon another, of that
magnificent temple which for so many years had been
the pride and glory of the Jews, and vain was the man-
date, even of the conqueror in his might, when he
attempted, in contradiction of that divine prophecy, to
prevent its destruction. The Emperor Adrian after-
wards destroyed even its ruins, and caused another city
to be built on its site, which, in order that there might
be nothing left of the ancient Jerusalem, not even a
name, he called Alia. Under such circumstances the
city of David had nearly become forgotten; when Con-
stantine, the first Christian emperor of the East, restored
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its name, and, calling together the faithful from all parts
of Europe, formed it into a Christian colony.

In the year 613 A.c., a countless host of Persian fire-
worshippers poured like a torrent upon Palestine, and,
carrying their ravages as far as Jerusalem, obtained
possession of the city. During the sack which ensued,
most of the churches, and the Holy Sepulchre itself,
were destroyed by fire; and the sacred cross, so long
an object of veneration to Christians, was carried away
by the invaders. It was besieged for the ninth time
by the Saracens, under the command of Khaled, A.D.
635, and, after a siege of four months’ duration, a
capitulation was agreed upon, in virtue of which the
city fell into the hands of the followers of Mahomet.
‘Whilst in their possession it changed masters several
times, until, eventually, it was wrested from their power
by the crusading army in the manner we have already
narrated.

One of the first acts which Godfrey performed, upon
assuming the reins of government in the newly captured
city, was to visit the Hospital of St. John. He here
found a number of wounded Crusaders, who, having
been charitably received by the inmates, were being
nursed by them with the most tender solicitude. In
proof of the devotion and religious zeal which animated
the fraternity at this period, it is recorded that, whilst
the funds of the institution were being largely expended
in providing delicate and nutritious diet for the suf-
ferers so charitably entertained within its walls, the
food of the brothers themselves was of the coarsest
description. Godfrey was so much struck with the
admirable manner in which the establishment was con-

c 3
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ducted by Gerard, and with the benefits which it had
conferred upon his suffering army, that he immediately
endowed it with the manor of Montboise in Brabant.*
His example was followed by several of the other leaders
of the army, who had, either in their own persons or in
those of their followers, experienced the kindness and
hospitality of the Order. The main object for which
the expedition had been formed being thus accomplished
by the rescue of the holy city from the hands of the
Infidel, the greater portion of the erusading army re-
turned to Europe ; and, the fame of the Hospital being
by them spread abroad in every direction, numerous
additional benefactions accrued to it: until, eventually,
there was scarcely a province in Europe in which the
Hospital of St. John did not stand possessed of manorial
rights,

The ranks of the Hospitallers received, at the same
time, a vast augmentation by the secession of numerous
Crusaders from their martial career, who, yielding
themselves up entirely to pious duties, joined the ehari-
table fraternity under the sway of Gerard. Under
these circumstances, and actuated by a laudable desire
to secure the benefits of the institution on a broader
and more permanent basis, Gerard proposed that they
should constitute themselves into a regularly organised
religious body, taking upon themselves the three obliga-
tions of poverty, obedience, and chastity ; and that they
should devote the remainder of their lives to the service
of the poor and the sick in the newly established king-
dom of Jerusalem. The proposition of the pious rector,
coming, as it did, at a time when religious enthusiasm

* Vide Appendix No. 4.
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had been excited to an unprecedented degree of fervour
by the extraordinary success of the Christian armies,
was received with acclamation, and acted upon without
delay. The patriarch of Jerusalem received from the
candidates the three religious vows, and clothed them
in the habit which had been selected for the Order, and
which consisted of a plain black robe bearing a white
cross with eight points on the left breast.®

Pope Pascal II. shortly afterwards formally sanctioned
the establishment of the Order, by a bull published in
11137, by which the Hospital was exempted from the pay-
ment of tithes, the endowments it had received were con-
firmedtoit,and the privilege was conceded to its members
of electing their own Superior, whenever a vacancy should
occur, without any external interference, either secular
or ccclesiastical. After the recovery of Jerusalem from
the hands of the Saracens, the number of pilgrims to its
sacred shrine rapidly increased, and Gerard, in his soli-
citude for their welfare, caused branch hospitals to be
established in most of the maritime provinces of Europe,
which were placed under the superintendence and ma-
nagement of members of the Order, and these offshoots

* The first introduction of the Hospitallers into England occurred
in the reign of Henry I. A priory was established for their benefit
at Clerkenwell, by Jordan Briset, of Wellinghall in Xent. The
name Clerkenwell owed its origin to a spring which rose at this
spot, and around which the parish clerks of London used to act scrip-
ture plays; hence the spot was called Clerks’ Well, or Clerkenwell.
Heunry II., in the year 1180, concentrated the various establishments
of the sisters of the Order at Bucklands in Somersetshire, which,
from that time, became their principal house in IEngland. For a list
of the original members of the Order contemporary with Gerard, vide
Appendix No. .

1 Vide Appendix No. 6.
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of the parent establishment, which constituted their first
so-called Preceptories, formed points of departure, where
pilgrims always found shelter and entertainment, until
they could obtain transport to the haven of their wishes.

Gerard, who had already attained a green old age,
did not long survive the establishment of his new Order,
and in the year 1118 the post of Superior of the Hospi-
tal became vacant. In accordance with the terms of the
papal bull already mentioned, the fraternity, immediately
after the decease of Gerard, proceeded to the election of
his successor. Their unanimous choice fell upon
Raymond du Puy, a scion of a noble family in Dauphiné.
At his accession to the superintendence of the Hospital,
Raymond found Baldwin II. seated on the throne of
Jerusalem. Brief as the interval had been since the
establishment of the kingdom, it had already witnessed
three changes of rulers, Godfrey and his brother
Baldwin I., who succeeded him, having both died in the
interim. The kingdom of Jerusalem consisted at this
period of certain isolated cities which were retained in
the possession of the Christians, the intervening country
being still held by the Saracens. The difficulties of
communication were consequently very great, and liable
to constant interruptions from the predatory attacks of
these Infidels.

Raymond du Puy had no sooner assumed the reins of
office, than his mind, naturally of a chivalric and war-
like bent, led him to suggest a material alteration in
the constitution of the Order. He proposed to the fra-
ternity, that, whilst they retained all the obligations im-
posed upon them by the vows they had taken on their
admission, they should add the further one of bearing
arms in the defence of their religion. Although this
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proposition was diametrically opposed to the leading
principles upon which the institution had been founded,
which principles had but a few years before been received
with the utmost enthusiasm, and established by acclama-
tion, it nevertheless received a ready assent and found a
sympathising approval from every bosom.

A little reflection will readily account for this appa-
rently contradictory fact. 'When Gerard, who was him-
self a man of peaceful habits and bred in an almost
monastic seclusion, established his fraternity on an en-
tirely religious basis, rendering the abandonment of a
warlike career a matter of course, he found no lack of
ready followers from the ranks of the crusading army.
They had passed through a period of extreme peril and
hardship, they had fought their way step by step at the
point of the sword, until, decimated in numbers and satia-
ted with warfare, they had at length achieved the object
of their expedition. Whilst prostrate with the exhaustion
consequent on so lengthened a struggle, and eager for the
repose so necessary to restore their failing energies,
filled too at the moment with all the religious venera-
tion which the sacred reminiscences of the holy ground
on which they trod was calculated to inspire, it is not to
be wondered at that they embraced with eagerness the
peaceful career thus presented for their adoption, com-
bining, as it did, the gratification of their religious
enthusiasm with the calm and repose so grateful to
their jaded senses. The lapse, however, of a few years
of inactivity wrought a marvellous change in their
feelings. The quiet and seclusion of a monastic life
soon lost the charms which it had at first possessed ; the
habits of a career of excitement and energy could not
be thus suddenly changed, without at the same time
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producing a sense of inertness and lassitude; when,
therefore, their new Superior, filled with the same rest-
less cravings as themselves, sought to restore to their
institution the active exercise of that profession which
had been their delight from childhood, and which had
been abandoned in a hasty fit of fanaticism, it is not
surprising that his propositions should have been hailed
with eagerness.

The suggestions of Raymond du Puy met with the
warmest approval from Baldwin II. king of Jerusalem.
The constant state of warfare to which he was exposed
on every side, the incessant depredations of the Infidels,
and the necessity which existed of supporting his posi-
tion and his crown by the force of arms, led him to
receive with the utmost favour a proposition which was
to bring to the support of his cause a body of men
highly trained in all the chivalric exercises of the age,
inflamed with religious ardour to a pitch well nigh of
fanaticism, and unfettered by any of those social ties in
Europe which had seduced so many of his followers
into an abandonment of the support of his kingdom.
Being thus upheld on every side, Raymond proceeded
without delay to carry his design into execution, and,
the patriarch of Jerusalem being a consenting party, the
entire body took a fresh oath, by which they bound
themselves to support the cause of Christianity against
the Infidels in the Holy Land, to the last drop of their
blood, but pledging themselves, at the same time, on no
pretence whatever to bear arms for any other pur-
pose. -

From this moment we may consider the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem as permanently established on that
military basis which it ever afterwards retained until its
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final dispersion, and although Gerard must be considered
as the original founder of the Order, it is to Raymond
du Puy that the honour belongs of being its first military
Master. When we consider the glorious and brilliant
achievements which through so many centuries have
adorned its annals, when we look at the long list of
names, ennobled by a series of magnificent achievements,
successively enrolled beneath its banners, we cannot
deny to the chivalric mind that first contemplated the
establishment of such a fraternity, combining within its
obligations such apparently contradictory duties, and
yet fulfilling its purposes with such imperishable re-
nown to itself, and such lasting benefit to Christendom,
the meed of praise which it so justly claims.

The encroachments of the Infidel are no longer
dreaded in Europe ; the tide of invasion which for so
many centuries created a constant struggle between the
crescent and the cross has long since turned, and re-
ceded within its original limits, and the necessity for
such an Order as that whose history we are now tracing
having ceased, that Order itself, after a rapid degenera-
tion, has at last lost its political existence ; but its name
will remain to the latest posterity, coupled with some-
of the most heroic deeds that have ever adorned the
profession of arms. The days of chivalry are at an
end; but the heart still throbs, and the pulse beats
high, as we trace its career, like a meteor’s flash, dazzling
the page of history.
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CHAP. II.

REGULATIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW ORDER.—AD-
MISSION OF CANDIDATES. — ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMANDERIES. —
REGULATIONS RESPECTING DRESS, — DEFENSIVE ARMOUR: SCALE
MAIL, CHAIN MAIL, PLATE ARMOUR, THE HELMET, THE SHIELD.
~—OFFENSIVE ARMOUR: THE LANCE, THE SWORD, THE BATTLE-AXE
THE DAGGER.— THE DESTRIER, OR WAR-HORSE.

BEerORE entering into the history of the achievements of
the Order of St. John, it may be well to devote a short
space to the consideration of its government and internal
polity, as first established under Raymond du Puy.
Having been originally organised for charitable pur-
poses only, it successively reccived the character of a
religious, republican, military, and aristocratic constitu-
tion. It must be considered as religious, since every
member took the three vows of chastity, obedience, and
poverty. It was republican, since by the original con-
stitution of the Order their chief was always selected
from among themselves, by their own nomination.
It was military, since two of the three classes into which
it was divided were constantly armed, and waged an un-
ceasing war with the Infidels; and it was aristocratic,
since, as we shall presently see, none but the first class
had any share in the legislative and executive power.
To regulate the new administration, rendered neces-
sary by the changes in the functions of the Order which
he had introduced, Raymond du Puy assembled the
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leading members of his Hospital, who bore the name of
Master’s Assistants, and, forming them into a chapter
or council, he submitted, for their revision, the ordi-
nances originally made by Gerard. It was at this
meeting that the first statutes for the governance of the
Order under its new character were instituted, which
rules were submitted to, and received the sanction of)
the Pope.* One of the first steps taken by this council
was to divide the Order into three different classes, ac-
cording to their birth, rank, and functions. The first
class, which may be considered as the aristocracy of the
fraternity, received the name of Knights of Justice ; the
second, which included the clerical portion of the Order,
were denominated Religious Chaplains; and the third,
or lower class, were called the Serving Brothers. In
addition to the three classes just mentioned, which con-
stituted the regular members of the Order, a further
body of men was attached to the institution, under the
title of Donats, who, without placing themselves under
the same obligations as the others, were employed in the
different offices of the convent and hospital. In token
of their connexion with the Order, they wore what was
called the demi-cross, which was granted to those who
were considered to have deserved reward whilst under

* The original rule established by Raymond du Puy for the gover-
nance of his fraternity was lost at the capture of the city of Acre by
the Infidels in 1289. In the year 1300, however, Pope Boniface VIII,,
at the request of William de Villaret, the then Grand Master, pre-
sented the Hospital with a fresh bull, in which the contents of
du Puy’s original rule were recapitulated, with a few alterations.
Vide Appendix No. 7.

t The first distinction in the dresses of these classes was made by
Pope Alexander IV, in a bull published at Anagnia, in 1259. Vide
Appendix No. 8.
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employment by the institution. = There were also reli-
gious dames of the Order of St. John, as alluded to in
the preceding chapter, and these ladies had branch esta-
blishments in France, Italy, and Spain. The rules for
their reception were similar to those for the Knights of
Justice, and the proofs of noble descent which were de-
manded at their hands were in some cases even more
rigid.

The objects contemplated by Raymond du Puy, in the
establishment of his Order on a military footing, cannot
be better expressed than by giving the precise words of the
first regulation laid down by h1m for their guidance : —

“In the name of our Lord, Amen ; I, Raymond, ser-
vant of the poor in Christ Jesus, and guardian of the
Hospital of Jerusalem, together with the council of the
chapter of brothers, have framed the following regu-
lations, to be observed in the Hospital of St. John
the Baptist of Jerusalem. I desire, therefore, that
every brother, who shall engage himself in the service
of the poor, and in the defence of the Catholic Church,
shall maintain and observe, by the grace of God,
the three vows which they have made, in which
are comprehended chastity, obedience, that is, that
they will comply with the commands of the Master
in everything, and that they shall pass their lives
without the possession of any private property, since
God will demand an account to be rendered by them,
on all these points, at the day of judgment. Our
Order has been endowed, augmented, and enriched,
since its first foundation, by the liberality, assistance,
and favour of the Holy Apostolic See, of the Catholic
kings and princes, and by the piety of the faithful,
with lands, possessions, rights of justice, benefactions,
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privileges, and exemptions, in order that the Knights,
who shall have made their profession, should join
its ranks through true charity, which is the mother
and sure foundation of all other virtues, from a sense
of hospitality, and from a sincere attachment to their
faith, and that, actuated by these several motives, they
should only strive to distinguish themselves by their
merit. The soldiers of Jesus Christ are destined to
fight only for his glory, to uphold his worship, and
the Catholic religion; to love, revere, and preserve
justice; and to favour, sustain, and defend the oppressed,
without neglecting the sacred duties of hospitality.
The Knights of the Hospital, therefore, in piously ac-
quitting themselves of these several duties, shall bear
upon their robe a cross with eight points, in order
that they may remember to bear in their hearts the
cross of Jesus Christ adorned with the eight virtues
which accompany it, and that, after a due exercise
of charity, they should take the sword in hand, for
the extermination of Mahometans, and of all who
abandon the true religion. From the moment they
shall have devoted themselves to this sacred cause, they
should animate themselves by the example of the
Maccabees ; those holy soldiers and martyrs, who com-
bated so gloriously in the maintenance of their religion,
and who, though few in number, have often, by the
assistance of God, overthrown the most formidable
armies. They should also bind themselves to the exact
observance of that which they have promised to God,
in making the three vows retained by the regulation,
of chastity, obedience, and poverty, and to the practice
of all the other moral and religious virtues; so that,
inflamed with charity, they shall not fear to take the
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sword in hand, and to expose themselves with prudence,
temperance, and energy, to every kind of danger,
for the defence of* the glory of Jesus Christ, and of
the sacred cross, in the cause of justice, and in that
of the widows and orphans. There can be no greater
proof of charity than that of laying down one’s life
for one’s friend, that is to say, for all true Catholics ;
in this consists their duty, their vocation, the mode
of life which they have selected, their justification, and
their sanctification; so that, in closing the pilgrimage
of this mortal life, they may attain to that eternal
recompense for which God has created them. Those
who shall be convicted of having neglected their duty,
misused or overlooked occasions where they could have
done good service in any war undertaken for the
interests of Christianity, the punishment of evil-doers,
and the assistance of the good, shall be rigorously pun-
ished according to the statutes and rules of the Order.”

After this enumeration of the general principles upon
which his Order was founded, Raymond proceeds to
lay down the form in which the ceremony of Installation
is to be carried out :—

“Those who have resolved upon dedicating them-
selves to the service of the sick, and to the defence of
the Catholic religion, in the habit of our Order, are re-
ceived at their profession in the following manner. He
should know that he is about to put off the old man,
and to be regenerated ; he should, therefore, confess
himself humbly of all his sins, according to the custom
of the Church, and, after having received absolution, he
is to present himself in a secular habit, without a girdle,
in order that he may appear perfectly free at the time
of entering upon so sacred an engagement, with a lighted
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taper in the hand, which represents charity. Heis to
hear mass, and to receive the holy communion. He is
then to present himself most respectfully before the
person appointed to perform the ceremony, and to re-
quest to be received into the company of brothers, and
into the holy Order of the Hospital of Jerusalem. The
brother who receives him will address him in a short
speech, to confirm him in his pious desire. He will ex-
plain how salutary and advantageous it is to the soul,
that he should consecrate himself to the service of the
poor in Christ Jesus, that he should be constantly
employed in works of mercy, and that he should devote
himself to the service and defence of the Christian faith;
a favour which many have desired, and have not been
able to obtain. He shall point out the engagement he
will have to enter into of perfect obedience; the severity
of the rules, which will no longer permit him to act for
himself, but, on the contrary, oblige him absolutely to
renounce his own will and pleasure, and implicitly to
comply with that of his superiors. The candidate is to
be asked, whether he is disposed to submit to all these
obligations ; whether he has ever before taken the vows
of any other order ; whether he has ever been married ;
if his marriage has been consummated ; if he owes any
considerable sums of money; or if he be a slave: be-
cause, if, after having taken the vows, it should be dis-
covered that he has done any of these acts, or has been
in the last-mentioned situation, he will be immediately
stripped of his habit with disgrace, as a deceiver, and
given up to those who may have any such claims upon
him. If he declares that he has contracted no such
engagements, the brother who receives him presents to
him an open missal, upon which he is to place both his
VOL. I. D
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liands, and, having answered all the above questions,
he is to make his profession in the following terms:
‘LN , do vow and promise to Almighty God,
to the Holy Eternal Virgin Mary, mother of God, and
to St. John the Baptist, to render henceforward, by
the grace of God, perfect obedience to the Superior
placed over me, by the choice of the Order, to live
without personal property, and to preserve my chas-
tity.” Having taken his hands from the book, the
brother who receives him says as follows: ‘We
acknowledge you as the servant of the poor and sick,
and as having consecrated yourself to the defence of
the Catholic Church.”—To which he is to reply, ‘I
acknowledge myself as such.” After having kissed the
book he shall place it upon the altar, which he like-
wise kisses, and then returns it to the receiving brother,
in token of perfect obedience, upon which the brother,
taking the mantle and showing him the white cross
upon it, shall thus address him: ‘Do you believe, my
brother, that this is the symbol of that holy cross
to which Jesus Christ was fastened, and on which
he died for the redemption of our sins?’—The pos-
tulant shall reply, ¢ Yes, I do verily believe it.” The
other then adds, ‘It is also the sign of our Order,
which we command you constantly to wear.” The new
brother shall kiss the sign of the cross, and the other
then throwing the mantle over his shoulders, in such
a manner that the cross shall be placed on his left
breast, and at the same time kissing him, shall say:
¢ Take this sign, in the name of the Holy Trinity, of
the Holy Eternal Virgin Mary, and of St. John the
Baptist, for the increase of faith, the defence of the
Christian name, and the service of the poor. We
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place this cross upon your breast, my brother, that
you may love it with all your heart, and may your
right hand ever fight in its defence, and for its preser-
vation.  Should it ever happen that in combating
for Jesus Christ against the enemies of the faith,
you should retreat, desert the standard of the cross,
and take to flight in so just a war, you will be stripped
of this truly holy sign, according to the statutes and
customs of the Order, as having broken the vow you
have just taken, and will be cut off from our body,
as an unsound and corrupt member.” He shall then
fasten the strings of his mantle round his neck, and
shall say: ‘Receive the yoke of the Lord, for it is
easy and light, and you shall find rest for your soul.
We promise you nothing but bread and water, and
a simple habit of little value; we give to you,
your parents and your relations, a share in the good
works performed by our Order and by our brethren,
both now and hereafter, throughout the world.” Upon
which all who are present upon the occasion shall
embrace the newly professed knight, in token of friend-
ship, peace, and brotherly love.”

Such was the ceremonial of reception, as laid down
at the first institution of the Order, and it continued
in force, without alteration, during the entire period
in which the fraternity existed; though how widely
they swerved from the true intent of these vows will
be seen hereafter.

The ceremonial for depriving a Knight of his habit,
and for carrying into effect his expulsion from the Order,
formed the subject of regulations equally minute and
detailed as that just described. The principal reasons
for which this sentence of deprivation appears to have
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been contemplated was to guard against any exhibition
of cowardice before the enemy. This was regarded
as a crime of the very first magnitude; for, whilst a
Knight who had undergone deprivation for any other
offence against the code of the Order was eligible for
restoration after a due exhibition of penitence, he who
had disgraced the sacred banner beneath which he
fought, and had turned his back upon that Infidel foe
against whom it was his duty, as it ought to have been
considered his privilege, to wage an unceasing and un-
relenting warfare, was stripped of the symbols of his
profession with every mark of ignominy, and was ex-
pelled from that honoured fraternity on whose fair name
he had brought disgrace by his pusillanimity.

The powers of government were vested in the hands
of a Supreme Council, presided over by the Master,
and all questions connected with the well-being of the
fraternity, as well as the collection and expenditure of
their large and yearly increasing revenues, were guided
exclusively by their decision. The income of the Order,
at this period, consisted of landed property in every
part of Europe ; the fruit of the benevolent donations
which had been lavished, with unsparing hand, upon
the community.

During the first years which succeeded the acquisi-
tion of these territorial possessions, they were farmed
out to members of the laity entirely unconnected with
the institution, and these tenants were supposed to
remit an annual rent to the treasury at Jerusalem, in
proportion to the value of the lands they held. This
system, however, was very soon found to be extremely
faulty in the working. The difficulty of obtaining their
just rights from persons who had no interest in the
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prosperity of the community, and who, from the ex-
treme distance which separated them, found every
facility for evading the just claims made upon them,
soon caused the most alarming deficits to appear in
their finances. In order to guard against this evil, and
to insure the punctual and regular transmission of the
rents of their numerous manors, it was determined to
place over each of them a member of the Order, who
should act as a steward of the funds committed to his
control.  Establishments were formed on a scale of
magnitude varying according to the value of the
properties they were intended to supervise, and
superintendents were elected by the Council for their
governance. These were taken from amongst the senior
members and were not confined to the Knights of Justice
only, a certain number of Chaplains and Serving Bro-
thers being also nominated to the dignity.

Their duties were not confined to the collection and
transmission of the revenues only. These establish-
ments formed at the same time branches where mem-
bers were professed, and the various duties carried on,
in a precisely similar manner as in the parent house at
Jerusalem. Periodical draughts were here collected,
who, as their services were required for action against
the Infidels of the East, were called to Jerusalem by
the command of the Master, and when not engaged
upon this duty they were to be found leading the van
in the warfare then unceasingly waging against the
Moors in Spain and in the South of Europe. Wherever
an Infidel foe was to be encountered, thither it was the
duty of every true Knight of St. John to hasten; but
they were strictly forbidden, upon any account what-
soever, to interfere in any of the struggles carried on

» 3
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between Christian princes. On the first creation of
these establishments they were denominated Precep-
tories, the superior being called the Preceptor; but,
eventually, the name became changed to that of Com-
mandery, by which they were always afterwards known.
The Council reserved to themselves the power of at any
time recalling a Commander from his post, and substi-
tuting another in his place, at their pleasure; he being
merely considered as the steward of their property.
Time, however, gradually wrought a great change in
the relative position which the Commanders held to
the Council ; and, eventually, a nomination to a Com-
mandery came to be considered in the light of a legal
acquisition, subject only to the payment of a certain
amount of annual tribute to the public treasury, which
tribute received the name of Responsions.

Strong prohibitions were issued against the use of any
ornaments or devices in either the dress or the arms of
the brotherhood ; a restriction which became the more
necessary in the eyes of their pious founder, owing to
the increasing taste for splendour which was even then
gradually creeping into the habits of the age. When
the first germs of chivalry commenced to show them-
selves in the midst of the torrent of barbarism which
had overthrown the mighty empire of Rome, the rude
simplicity of the times had limited the construction of
arms to the purposes only for which they were intended ;
and the introduction of anything like ornament appears
to have been utterly unknown. As, however, time wore
on, and brought in its train the usual concomitant of
an advance in civilisation and luxury, new ideas were
gradually grafted upon the original principles of
chivalry.
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Whereas, in its earlier ages, duty to his religion and
to his country were the only obligations imposed upon
a knight, the advancing spirit of civilisation insensibly
introduced another element into the code, and lady love
was ere long heard of as the noblest incentive to chivalric
daring. So inseparably did this fceling become con-
nected with all the after character of the system, that
it may be looked upon as its mainspring. Every true
knight considered that the most daring act of gallantry
was amply rewarded by the sweet smile of approval
with which he was greeted from the lady of his love;
and, bearing upon his person the favoured colours of his
mistress, he carried them wherever peril was to be
braved, or honour was to be gained. Under these cir-
cumstances, it was but natural that the rigid simplicity
which characterised preceding times should give way to
the introduction of that personal adornment which the
new phase of chivalry had generated.

Armour came to be no longer constructed merely
with a view to its uses, but ornamentation, more or less
elaborate, rapidly introduced itself. The gorgeous in-
signia of heraldry date their origin from this new
sentiment; and each succeeding generation outvied the
former in the splendour and magnificence of their
equipments. At the period of which we are treating,
viz. the early part of the twelfth century, this innova-
tion had not reached to any great height ; it had, how-
ever, been so far introduced as to render it advisable in
the eyes of Raymond du Puy to make a special regula-
tion against its introduction into his fraternity. No
decoration of any kind was permitted upon any portion
of the armour, either offensive or defensive, with the
sole exception of their distinctive badge of the cross;
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and this was only to be borne on the pennon, the sur-
coat, and the shield. This allusion to the restrictions
imposed upon the ornamentation permitted in the equip-
ment of the Knights of St. John leads naturally to
the question as to how that equipment was com-
posed.

Armour may be divided into two classes, offensive
and defensive: the former, as its name implies, including
all those weapons used for purposes of offence; and the
latter the covering for man and horse, provided for his
protection from the assaults of his opponent. At the
time of the first Crusade, at the end of the eleventh cen-
tury, defensive armour consisted simply of a leathern
tunie, on which were fastened rows of iron rings. The
word cuirass, now inappropriately used to designate
the steel breastplate still worn by some of the heavy
cavalry in most armies, is traceable to the French word
cuir, in connexion with this leathern tunic. It was
not long before these rings gave way to smalliron plates,
lapping over each other on the same principle as the
scales of a fish, from which it derived its name, being
called scale mail. The form of armour previously de-
scribed was simply called mail, from the Latin word
macula, a net, the meshes of which it was supposed to
resemble. The leathern tunic, on which these varieties
of harness were borne, was called a hauberk. The
lower members weredefended by chausses,aterm synony-
mous with the modern word breeches. When the mail
tunic and the chausses were joined into one piece, as was
frequently the custom, the combination was called the
haubergeon. In cither case, the crown and back of the
head were protected by a hood of mail, which was some-
times detached, but oftener formed a part of the hauberk
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or haubergeon ; in which case the wearer was enabled to
throw it back upon his shoulders, when he wished to
disencumber his head from its weight. This mail not
only protected the back of the head, but, coming round
to the front, covered also the mouth and chin, the
function of breathing being entirely performed by the
nose. The hands were protected by a continuation of
the sleeves of the frock, which passed over the fingers;
and the same duty was performed with regard to the
feet, by a continuation of the chausses.

It may be mentioned here, that the first symptom of
the introduction of dandyism in the construction of
armour commenced with the feet, it being the fashion
for the toe of the mail to project several inches in length,
and to incline downwards.

Numerous improvements were gradually introduced
into this system of mail armour, but none of sufficient
importance to warrant any detailed description. The
wars of the Crusades, however, having caused the Asiatic
mode of warfare to become better known in Europe, a
vast improvement was introduced in the form of the
defensive armour borrowed from the Saracens. In lieu of
the rings of mail being sewn upon the dress, they were
interlaced with one another, each ring having four others
inserted into it, the garment being thus formed of the
rings themselves, without any leathern foundation. This
new arrangement was further improved by the introduc-
tion of double rings, rendering it not only impervious
to a sword-cut, but also to the thrust of the lance.
Another great advantage, which immediately secured its
general adoption by the chivalry of LEurope, was its
extreme portability. A warrior was no longer com-
pelled to encumber himself by the weight of his armour
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while he was travelling. Being both flexible and com-
pact, it could be rolled up after the manner of a cloak,
in which form it was borne by the esquire, on the hinder
part of his saddle.

Gradually, however, the improvement in the con-
struction of weapons of offence led to the necessity of
adopting still further measures of protection. Plates of
solid steel were attached to the breast, and to other
parts of the body, where a dearly bought experience
had taught the wearer the insufficiency of his metal
rings., New plates were continually added on the dis-
covery of fresh weak points in the harness, until, even-
tually, the knight became encased in an entire double
covering of mail and plate. It being then found that
the mail had ceased to be of any service, it was gra-
dually discarded, and the warrior was entirely covered
with steel plates, which received their names from those
parts of the body for whose protection they had been
constructed. The pectoral covered the breast, the gorget
the throat, the ailettes the shoulders, the brassarts the
arms, and the cuisses the thighs, whilst the scaly gaunt-
let formed an ample protection to the hands.

Defensive armour had now become so ponderous, that
its protective advantages were nearly counterbalanced
by its extreme oppressiveness; and cases not unfre-
quently occurred where the wearers were smothered to
death in the mélée of battle, from not being able to rise
after being overthrown in a charge. A knight once
prostrate became in fact little better than an inert mass
of steel, unable to assist himself.

Over this armour the knight wore a dress, usually
denominated a surcoat or a tabard ; its form varied with
the caprice of the wearer; it had, however, one constant
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peculiarity, namely, that it was always sleeveless. As
this surcoat was worn over the armour upon grand
occasions, it was here that the growing taste for splendour
and ornamentation developed itself with the greatest
rapidity. Cloths of gold or silver, ermine, miniver,
sables, or other rich furs, were employed in its manu-
facture. The arms were borne upon this garment,
whence the derivation of the term coat of arms. The
Knights of St. John were restricted to a plain surcoat,
their whole harness being covered with a black mantle
bearing upon it a white cross.

Whilst the covering of the body underwent all these
manifold changes, that for the head had become subject
to a similar revolution. The mail hood being found to
be no longer a sufficient protection, an iron helmet was
introduced, whose shape fluctuated between the conical
and the cylindrical. This helmet was not intended to
supplant the use of the hood, but was worn over it. To
protect the face, a broad piece of iron was at first intro-
duced, which connected the frontlet of the helmet with
the mail over the mouth. This protection, however,
being found very imperfect, cheek pieces were substi-
tuted, consisting of bars placed either horizontally or
perpendicularly, and which formed an adequate safe-
guard against a sword-cut. The next improvement was
that of the avantaile or mask, which was attached to the
helmet, and had apertures for the eyes and mouth. By
means of pivots, it was so constructed that the knight
could raise or drop the covering over his face; in this
form it was termed a visor. Subsequently plates were
brought up from the chin, and this movable portion of
the helmet was called beaver, from the Italian bevere,
to drink, access to the mouth being thercby obtained.
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The top of the helmet was always surmounted by that
portion of the armorial bearings which, from this cause,
has been termed the crest; but the Knights of St. John
were not permitted to adorn their helmets with any such
heraldic distinctions.

The shield, which was borne upon the left arm, com-
pleted the defensive armour of the knight. Its shape
was either oblong or triangular, wide at the top in
order to afford due protection to the body, and tapering
at the bottom where it was not required to cover so
large a surface. It bore usually the heraldic insignia of
its owner, together with the motto, or war-cry he was
in the habit of using in battle. The Knights of St.
John, however, bore only the cross upon their shield, all
other device being forbidden to them.

The offensive arms in gencral use were four in num-
ber ; namely, the lance, the sword, the battle-axe, and
the dagger. The lance, which was the chief offensive
weapon of the age, was made of the toughest ash pro-
curable, with a sharp iron head fastened to its top. The
length varied according to the strength and size of the
bearer, there being no regulation on that head. Below
the point was usually fixed an ensign, on which was
carried some portion of his heraldic emblems, which, in
the case of the Hospitallers, was, as usual, restricted to
the cross. This ensign was called gonfanon, or pennant.
When not in use, the knight carried his lance slung to
the saddle-bow, the end of it resting upon the point of
his toe, whence he could seize it readily, and bringing
it to a horizontal position, couch it beneath his right
arm. When in this position its point projected many
feet beyond his horse’s head.

The usual weapon, when in close quarters, or mélée,
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as it was called, was the sword. This was constructed
of the finest steel, long, straight, broad, and double-
edged. Spain was always famous for the superior tem-
per of its sword-blades, and in the twelfth century the
sword-makers of Saragossa had achieved as wide-spread
a renown as those of Toledo have done in later times.
As, however, the Eastern nations appear to have excelled
the countries of Europe in everything appertaining to
the manufacture of iron, more especially as connected
with arms and armour, so we find the sword-blades of
Damascus taking a place in the estimation of all good
judges, which was never attained by any of European
production. The chivalry of a family was represented
by its sword, which descended as an heir-loom from
father to son. The cross-hilt, which formed its handle,
was often made to do the duty of a crucifix ; and, when
the wounded knight lay stretched upon the gory plain, -
he raised the emblematic cross before those eyes rapidly
clouding with the shadows of death, and, breathing the
short prayer which constituted the sum of his religious
knowledge, pressed it devoutly to his lips. The handle
of the sword served also for another purpose, the seal of
the owner being engraved on its head. As few of the
warriors of that period had attained what was then con-
sidered the monkish acquirement of writing, this seal,
rudely impressed upon wax, served as a signature, the
only one, in fact, he could append to any document
requiring that attestation.

It was a common practice for inscriptions to be written
upon the blade of the sword, the quaint morality of
many of which would raise a smile to the lips of modern
readers. It was also not unusual for the swords of
celebrated warriors to receive names. The well-known
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weapon of King Arthur, called Escalibert, afterwards
corrupted into Caliburn, must be familiar to every reader
of ancient romance. Ariosto mentions that the sword
of Rogero was called Balisardo, and that of Orlando
Durindana. The sword was borne upon the person,
either by a belt round the waist, or by a baldric de-
scending from the right shoulder across the body; and
its material varied according to the wealth or caprice of
the wearer, from the simplicity of tanned leather to the
splendour of that of Prince Arthur, which

¢ Shind like twinkling stars, with stones most precious rare.”

Although the sword was the principal weapon used in
close combat, there were not wanting warriors in that
period who loved to exercise their brawny arms by the
use of more ponderous instruments. With these the
martel and battle-axe were favourite weapons. To every
reader of English history the name of Richard Cceur-de-
Lion will be at once recalled, upon the mention of this
his favourite arm, who, as the old song says,

“TLet him make an axe for the nones,
To break therewith the Sarasyns bones ;
The head was wrought right weel,
Therein was twenty pounds of steel.”

The martel, or mascle, as it was sometimes called, was
a heavy steel or iron hammer, which dealt out destruc-
tion, either by the weight of its fall, or the sharpness of
its edge. In the good old times, when the Holy Apo-
stolic Church was often, in a temporal as well as in a
spiritual sense, the church militant, and when mitred
abbots and priestly dignitaries were wont upon occasion
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to sink the churchman in the warrior, and to buckle on
the carnal weapons of warfare, the martel and the
battle-axe were the only arms they used. The canons
of their church, with a view to preventing the possibility
of any of her sons joining in those scenes of strife so
constantly raging in all the countries where her sway
was acknowledged, had forbidden them to wield the
sword ; but they, more eager to follow the dictates of
their own ambitious cravings than ready to submit
themselves to her holy will, had chosen to translate the
restrictions thus imposed upon them, in a literal, rather
than in a general, sense. Whilst therefore they stu-
diously refrained from wearing a sword upon any war-
like expedition, they saw, or affected to see, no disobe-
dience to the laws of their church in carrying with
them to the field of battle that most unecclesiastical of
weapons the martel; ay, and in using it too in a
most unclerical manner, as many a broken pate and
cloven skull could testify, were it but alive to tell the
tale. The axe, however, was never a favourite amongst
the more polite and courteous of the knighthood; and
one cause of its unpopularity may be traced to the fact,
that it was ordinarily in use among the Flemings, and
was therefore coupled with ideas of trade, an associa-
tion which in those days bore with it a degradation
unknown in our more modern money-getting times.
The equipment of offensive arms was completed by the
dagger, rendered necessary from the extreme strength
of the defensive armour. The body of his adversary
being coated in every part with plates of steel, on which
the lance broke, the arrow glanced, and the sword could
make no impression whatever, it became a difficult
matter, even after he had been unhorsed by the rude
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shock of the encounter, to despatch him effectually. A
thin dagger had been consequently added, which could
be inserted between the joints of the harness, and
through these, the only vulnerable -points, the death
wound could be inflicted. By an anomaly more appa-
rent than real, this weapon was called the dagger of
mercy ; but it received this name from the obligation
which the laws of chivalry imposed upon the successful
combatant to show mercy, if, when about to make use of
it, the prostrate foe yielded himself his prisoner, rescue
Or No rescue.

Any account of knightly equipment would be in-
complete without a reference to the horse, which formed
so important a part of it. Weighty as was the panoply
of steel worn by his rider when fully accoutred, it was
necessary that the horse should be an animal of great
power. England had not, in those times, exhibited that
superiority in the breeding of her horses which she has
since attained, and Spain was the country which sup-
plied the most powerful and mettlesome chargers then
procurable. After the Crusades had thrown the coun-
tries of Kurope into closer intercourse with the tribes of
the East, and the powers of endurance of the Arab steed
became for the first time known, it was very generally
preferred to those of any other country; for, what it
wanted in bone and sinew, it more than made up in
blood and power of endurance. Perhaps, however, the
perfection of a war-horse was attained by a mixture of
the two races, in which a combination of the good points
of both parents might be sought.

The destrier, or war-horse, was protected with armour
very much on the same principle as that of his rider,
his head, chest, and flanks being completely covered.
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The taste for ornamentation, as it crept in, found an
ample field for display in his caparisons, the bridle
forming generally the culminating point in his splendour:
but on this head, as on all others, the restrictions of our
religious Order were most implicit ; the regulation being
that the horse furniture of the soldiers of Jesus Christ
should be free from all golden or silver ornaments.

It may be well to mention here, in conclusion, that
every portion of a knight’s armour bore with it an alle-
gory, or hidden religious meaning. His sword, formed
in the resemblance of a cross, was typical of the death
of Christ, and taught him likewise that it was his duty
to wield it against the enemies of his religion. Its
double edge was considered significant of chivalry and
justice ; his spear was the emblem of truth, on account
of its unswerving straightness, and its iron point marked
that strength which is its distinctive property. In like
manner, the mace was supposed to represent courage ;
the helmet, modesty; the hauberk, that spiritual
panoply which should protect the knight from the frail-
ties of the flesh; the spurs, diligence; and the shield
exhibited the duty of a knight himself, he being con-
sidered as a barrier and protection to his country.

There was much that was great and noble in all con-
nected with the laws of chivalry; and when acted up
to, in due accordance with their spirit, there was much,
very much, in the feeling which dictated them, tending
to soften and civilise the rude character of the times.
That many of its tenets must appear to modern readers
impracticable, nay, even ridiculous, is doubtless true;
still, equally true it is, that they were admirably suited
to the temper of the times in which they held their
sway; and many an act of ruthless tyranny, barbarous
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spoliation, or wanton aggression, was checked by the
feeling that injured innocence and oppressed weakness
could claim a ready champion in every true knight,
without reference to country or religion. In these days
of civilisation, in which it is our good fortune to live,
and in which the laws give a ready redress for all
injuries sustained, the armed intervention of the mailed
knight can never be needed; but in the days of our
forefathers the power of the law was comparatively
feeble, and he who was not prepared to hold his ground
by the strength of his own right hand would have fared
but ill in the race of life, had it not been for the generous
intervention of the chivalric code.
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CHAP. IIL

DATE OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MILITARY ORDER OF ST. JOHN.
— CAMPAIGNS OF ANTIOCH AND EDESSA.— FOQUNDATION OF THE
TEMPLARS AND OF THE ORDER OF ST. LAZARUS. — EMBASSY OF
JOUBERT, AND MARRIAGE OF RAYMOND OF POITIERS.— LEGACY OF
THE KING OF NAVARRE.—LOSS OF EDESSA. — ASSASSINATION OF
ZENGHI.— ATTEMPTED RECAPTURE OF EDESSA.— SECOND CRUSADE.
—SIEGE OF DAMASCUS. ADVANCE OF THE JARROQUINS. THEIR
REPULSE AND OVERTHROW.—SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF ASCALON.—
JEALOUSIES OF THE CLERGY TOWARDS THE ORDER.— DEATH OF
RAYMOND DU PUY.

Tue precise date at which the changes related at the
end of the first chapter took place is more or less a
point of dispute, there being no record left of the fact;
a matter sufficiently strange, when the vast importance
of the alterations, involving as they did the complete
reconstruction of the Order, is taken into consideration.
Reasoning, however, from analogy, it cannot well be
placed at a later date than 1118, the very first year of
the accession of Raymond du Puy to the office of
Master. Indeed, the two leading chroniclers of the
achievements of the Knights of St. John differ but little
in the date which they assign to the accession of Ray-
mond: the Abbé Vertot giving it as having occurred in
1118, and the Chevalier Boisgelin in 1120. Other
historians, however, amongst whom may be enumerated
Boissat, Baudouin, and the Abbé Roux, place the ac-
E 2
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cession of Raymond at as late a date as 1131, aceount-
ing for the interval between Gerard’s death in 1118 and
that time by the insertion of a second rector, named
Roger.* The authority for this interpolation, since the
name of Roger appears nowhere in the archives of the
Order, is stated to be a deed of gift of certain lands,
presented by Atton, Count of Abrussa, to Roger, the
governor of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem.
The date of this deed appears to be 1120, but there is
not any record of it whatever now remaining ; owing
to which circumstance the fact itself ought to be re-
ceived with great caution. There exists a stronger
motive than would at first sight appear for this mystifi-
cation in the date of the origin of the military organisa-
tion of the Order. It became, in after years, a fertile
source of dispute between the Knights of St. John and
those of the Temple, whose foundation will be noted
in the course of the present chapter, as to which of the
two Orders could claim priority on account of the
relative antiquity of their foundations. It appears
distinctly enough, that the founder of the Order of the
Temple did not commence the original establishment of
his small fraternity till the year 1118 ; and the institu-
tion of that Order was not formed upon a regular basis
until at least ten years after that date. If, therefore, it
can be proved that Raymond succeeded to the govern-
ment of the Hospital on the death of Gerard in 1118,
and at once proceeded to organise his brotherhood upon
a martial basis, the Order of St. John claims by right
the priority of formation; if, however, a second rector

* Bosio, the most authentic of the old historians, alludes to this
difference in opinion, but does not positively join either party.
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named Roger did actually exist, and if Raymond was
not appointed to the office until 1131, it appears very
probable that the seniority might be claimed by the
Knights of the Temple. In the absence of positive
testimony upon this fact it becomes necessary to
argue by analogy, and the weight of evidence ap-
pears to show the former date to be correct, it being
recorded that the Hospitallers took part in an engage-
ment fought by Baldwin II. against the Infidels in the
year 1119. Although the attempt has been made to
attribute the establishment of the military system to
other Masters than Raymond du Puy ; still, no evidence
has been produced sufficient to shake the unanimous
record of all the early historians, who attribute the
change to him. The Chevalier Taafe would carry it
back to Gerard, the founder of the Order; whilst
Addison, anxious to claim the priority for his protégés
the Templars, endeavours to fix it upon Gilbert d’ Ascali,
the fourth Master, at the epoch of his unfortunate ex-
pedition into Egypt in 1169. Upon a careful review of
the evidence adduced on all sides, it appears that 1119
must have been about the date at which the system was
inaugurated.

At this time, in addition to the kingdom of Jerusalem,
the Latins held sway over other detached principalities,
which formed the outworks of that exposed and con-
stantly harassed monarchy. Such were the counties of
Edessa and Tripoli, and the principality of Antioch,
which, though constituting independent governments,
were more or less under the influence of, and always
in alliance with it. Indeed, placed as these small
struggling states were, surrounded by implacable
cnemics, and liable to constant attacks from vastly

L, 3
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superior foreces on every side, isolated from all assist-
ance save that of their own good swords, had there not
been the strongest bond between them they could not
have existed many months. Feeling, however, that the
support of each was necessary for the safety of all, an
Infidel attack was no sooner menaced in any one
quarter, than speedy and effectual suceour was at once
despatched from all the others; and the prowess of the
Latin chivalry in those times was such, that we do not
find their Moslem foe ever able to withstand the im-
petuosity of their onslaught, save when vastly superior
in numbers.

The cause of the battle alluded to above as having
oceurred in 1119, was owing to one of these descents of
the Turkoman tribes upon the principality of Antioch.
The Knights of St. John hastened to seize the opportu-
nity afforded by the king of Jerusalem marching his
forces to the assistance of the threatened city, to flesh
their newly consecrated swords, and to win the first
laure] of that chaplet which centuries of heroic warfare
has since twined for their brows.

The Infidels, who had met with suecess prior to the
king’s arrival, and had utterly routed the forces which
the regent of Antioch had brought against them, he him-
self having been slain in the encounter, hastened to meet
their new foe, elate with victory and confident of success.
Superior, however, as were their numbers, they were no
match for the iron-clad warriors who now fell like a
thunderbolt upon their ranks. Riven in sunder by the
torrent of chivalry which with Raymond at its head
poured upon their devoted eolumns, and unable, at any
point, to present a front which was not instantly shat-
tered and overwhelmed, they were at length, after a
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gallant resistance and the most desperate efforts on the
part of their leaders, forced to yield, and the retreat
having speedily been turned into a rout, the slaughter
of the flying multitudes became terrific. This victory
cnabled the king to free the entire Latin territory of its
Infidel foe, and he was enabled to return to Jerusalem,
to enjoy for a brief period that quiet and repose which
the gallantry of his daring army had so nobly earned.

As however, in so exposed a situation, his kingdom
was never long doomed to be at rest, we soon find him
once again in the field, with Raymond and his brave
Hospitallers at his back. On this occasion, Iidessa had
been the point of attack, the Infidel forces being under
the command of Balak, one of the most powerful of the
Turkoman chiefs. This general, having succeeded in
surprising Jocelyn de Courtenay, Count of IEdessa, had
routed his forces, and taken him prisoner. In order to
rescue his friend, and prevent the further advance of
Balak into the Latin territory, Baldwin hastened forward
by forced marches, accompanied by the Hospitallers and
such other forces as on the spur of the moment he could
gather together. Having, however, most imprudently
advanced upon a reconnoitring expedition with but a
slender escort, he was himself in his turn surprised by
the vigilant Balak, and doomed to share the same fate
as that of his friend Jocelyn. His army, overwhelmed
with confusion at this most untoward occurrence,
retreated precipitately, and the majority of them having
abandoned their colours, the Hospitallersfound themselves
almost unsupported. They felt, therefore, that they could
no longer withstand the enemy in the open field, and
consequently threw themselves into the city of Edessa,
with a view to preserving it from the grasp of the victo-

E 4
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rious Turkomans. In this conjuncture Eustace Garnier,
constable of Palestine, although a man far advanced in
years, collected a body of seven thousand men, the prin-
cipal force of his small lordship of Sidon, and, joining to
them such of the Hospitallers as had been still left at
Jerusalem, he marched upon the foe, and, having com-
pletely routed them, rescued both of the illustrious
prisoners who had fallen into the hands of Balak.

This victory was followed, at no distant period, by
two others, the details of which it is scarcely necessary
here to relate; indeed the chronicles of those times are
filled with little else than a succession of petty enter-
prises undertaken by the Latin chiefs, cither for the pur-
pose of protecting some point of their exposed frontier
from the inroads of their Mahometan foe, or, as was not
unfrequently the case, for the purpose of carrying the war
into the enemy’s country. In all these struggles, the
Knights of St. John, under the leadership of the gallant
Raymond, bore their full share; and the records of all
the historians of those times unite in according to their
services the full meed of praise which was their just
due. Indeed, but for their powerful assistance, the king
of Jerusalem would have found it utterly impossible to
have maintained himself against the accumulated pres-
sure which was brought to bear upon him from without;
and a bull issued by Pope Innocent II., in the year 1130,
speaks in such glowing terms of the opinion in which
their services were held by the whole of Europe, that it
is little to be wondered at that a body of men, who
were rendering themselves so indispensable to the main-
tenance of Christianity in the East, should receive every
privilege and remuneration which it was in the power
of grateful Christendom to bestow.
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It was about this time that a society somewhat similar
to that of St. John sprang into existence. The duties
of the Hospitallers, though in many ways attractive to
the chivalric temper of the times, partook, still, some-
what too much of the sedate occupations of the monk,
to be altogether pleasing to the mind of the youthful
warrior. To devote his life to the protection of the
holy city, which had been so recently torn from the
grasp of the Infidel, and, whilst engaged in that sacred
duty, to impose upon hlmself the obhgatlons of poverty,
obedience, and chastity, was the desire of many a young
and enthusiastic mind; who, at the same time, did not
feel himself disposed to join in the less martial duties of
the Hospital, which must have fallen to his lot, had he
assumed the white cross of St. John.

Under the influence of these feelings, a body of nine
French gentlemen, at the head of whom was Hugh de
Payens, joined themselves together in a voluntary asso-
ciation, the object of which was to afford an escort to
those numerous bodies of pilgrims who were annually
resorting to the shores of Palestine. They were, at first,
under no religious restrictions, and had no distinct rules
laid down for their guidance, the entire duty being self-
imposed and voluntary ; and so it continued for several
years. The king of Jerusalem gave them, as a residence,
a portion of his royal palace adjacent to the temple of
Solomon ; on which account they became known as the
Knights of the Temple, or, as they were afterwards called,
Knights-Templars.

Hugh de Payens, having been sent by the king of
Jerusalem to solicit assistance in the form of a new Cru-
sade from the Pope, took the opportunity of presenting
Lis companions, and, having explained the objects of
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their association, requested his permission to establish a
religious and military Order similar to that of the
Hospitallers. The Pope referred them to the council of
Troyes, then in conclave, who, after having investigated
the matter, gave their warmest approval to the project
in the year 1128, Fortified with this sanction, Hugh
de Payens, before returning to the East, traversed the
greater part of Europe in search of candidates to enter
his new Order; and, ere long, was enabled to return to
Palestine with a body of 300 young and ardent spirits,
selected from the flower of European chivalry. These
received every assistance from the parent institution of
St. John, who, until the receipt of donations had enabled
them to support their own establishment, had taken
them entirely under their protection. In fact, during.
those early days, when Hugh de Payens and his eight
comrades constituted the whole force of the Order, they -
had been armed, clothed, fed, and supported from the
funds of the Hospital. It was not long, however, before
the benefactions of the charitable, and the accession of
vast numbers of youthful aspirants to fame, placed them
completely on a footing of equality with the sister
institution.

In giving his sanction to the Order, the Pope had
directed that they should wear a white robe adorned
with a red cross, in contradistinction to the Hospitallers,
who wore the black robe and white cross. The rival
establishments were, consequently, always afterwards
known as the white-cross knights and the red-cross
knights, respectively. Although they did not undertake
any charitable duties similar to those of the Hospitallers,
their regulations for the maintenance of their religious
vows were, if anything, still more severe. In order to.
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prevent the possibility of the transgression of the vow
of chastity, it was specially ordained in one of the sta-
tutes, that they should never presume to kiss even their
own mothers; and, as the only safe method of resisting
temptation was to avoid it, they were on no account
even to look in the face of a fair woman.

At about the same time another Order, which in
its original institution was of greater antiquity than
even the Hospital of St. John, likewise became military.
I allude to the Order of St. Lazarus. It has been,
by some writers, asserted that the origin of this associ-
ation may be dated as far back as the first century,
but it would be very difficult to authenticate this
statement. The earliest date at which it can, with
any certainty, be fixed, is the year 370 a.c., when
a large hospital was established in the suburbs of Cesa-
rea, under the auspices of St. Basil, for the reception
and nursing of such as were suffering under the disease
of leprosy. The laws and customs of the East bearing
with the most frightful severity upon all who were
afflicted with this hideous and loathsome disorder,
who were entirely cut off from all intercourse with
their relations and the world, the establishment of
this hospital was hailed as a general boon, and the
LEmperor Valens, as recorded by Theodoret, enriched
it with all the lands which he held within that pro-
vince. Similar establishments soon sprang up in vari-
ous other places in the East, and they all took St.
Lazarus as their tutelary saint; their hospitals, in
consequence, received the name of Lazarets. One
of these hospitals was in existence at Jerusalem, at
the time of its capture by Godfrey de Bouillon. In
addition to its charitable organisation, it was also a
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religious Order, following the rules of St. Augustin.
When, however, the conversion of the Hospitallers
into a military fraternity, and the establishment of
the Templars upon a similar footing, set the example
of combining knightly prowess with religious asceticism,
the monks of St. Lazarus, in their turn, donned the
coat of mail. For this purpose they divided them-
selves into two separate bodies; those among them
who were afflicted with a disease which cut them
off from communication with the rest of the world,
amongst whom was the Grand-Master, who, ez officio,
was required to be a leper, carried on the peaceful
duties of the hospital. Such of the Order as were
not lepers, and were consequently in a condition to
bear arms, joined the ranks of the kings of Palestine
in repelling the constant inroads of the Infidels. The
precise habit of these Knights has not been recorded,
but the cross upon their breast appears to have been
green, in contradistinction to the white cross of St.
John and the red cross of the Templars.

Whilst these new bulwarks were thus arising round
the tottering kingdom of Palestine, the march of
events had been producing other changes, by which
its fortunes were likewise much affected. DBaldwin,
king of Jerusalem, of whom we have already made
mention, had two daughters; the younger of whom,
Alice by name, was married to Bohemond, Prince
of Antioch; the elder was unmarried. At about
this period, Fulk, Count of Anjou, to distract the
grief into which he had been plunged at the death of
his wife, had undertaken a pilgrimage to the East;
and, whilst there, had rendered good knightly assistance
to Baldwin in his wars, having maintained a company
of a hundred cavaliers at his own expense. The king,
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anxious to retain a leader of such wide-spread renown
and such personal prowess in his service, offered to him
the hand of his eldest daughter, Milicent, in marriage,
and promised to nominate him as his successor on
the throne of Jerusalem. These terms, being accepted
by Fulk, were faithfully adhered to by Baldwin. The
marriage was solemnised with due pomp, and at the
death of the king, which took place in 1131, accele-
rated by the undutiful conduct of his daughter Alice,
who considered herself injured by the settlement of
the kingdom of Jerusalem on her sister’s husband,
Fulk of Anjou ascended the throne.

Prior to this event, however, Bohemond, the husband
of Alice, had been slain in action, leaving as sole heiress
a youthful daughter. By the promptitude and decision
of Baldwin and Fulk, the rights of this infant were pre-
served intact, in spite of the machinations of its mother
on the one side, and its uncle Roger, duke of Apulia,
on the other, both of whom were intriguing for the
sovereignty of Antioch. Fulk, however, perceived that
it would be necessary, in order to insure the rights of
the young princess against the plots thus forming on
all sides to her detriment, that she should give her
hand to some Christian prince, of power and determina-
tion sufficiently well-known to deter the ambitious pro-
jects of her malcontent relations. With this view he
cast his eyes upon Raymond of Poitiers, youngest son
of William, duke of Aquitaine, and then resident at the
court of Henry I. of England. As negociator in this
delicate mission he selected Joubert, one of the Knights
of the Hospital, who, having in these stormy times gained
great celebrity both as a warrior and a statesman, was
gradually attaining the highest dignities of his Order.
Joubert acquitted himself of this mission in a manner
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which amply justified this selection. Raymond accepted
the hand thus tendered to him with the empressement
of a true gallant, and hastened to throw himself at the
feet of his youthful bride, still a mere child.

Roger of Apulia, to whom the idea of any such
alliance was very distasteful, as being subversive of all
his hopes of aggrandisement, endeavoured to prevent
the gallant suitor from landing in Syria. Raymond,
however, with the sage counsel and assistance of
Joubert, succeeded in defeating all his machinations,
and, under the garb of merchants, they passed unsus-
pected into the territories of Fulk, where they were
received with every demonstration of joy and the mar-
riage solemnised without delay. Thus, by the judicious
services of a member of the Order of St. John, the
affairs of the principality of Antioch were once more
brought into a satisfactory condition, and the danger
of a civil embroilment, which at that moment would
have been most suicidal to the prospects of Christian
domination in the East, was avoided.

At about the same period a service of a somewhat
similar nature was undertaken by the Master, du Puy.
Alphonso I., king of Aragon and Navarre, had been
so impressed with the gallantry and devotion displayed
by the Knights of St. John, who, from their European
commanderies, were assisting him in his warfare against
the Moors, that, in a moment of religious enthusiasm,
he nominated the Knights of the Hospital and those of
the Temple joint heirs to his kingdom. Not long after
this munificent, and, to modern notions, ridiculous be-
quest had been duly ratified, he met his death in battle
against his Moorish foes, in 1133. The grandees of his
two kingdoms were, however, by no means disposed to
carry into effect the dispositions which their late king



THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 63

had made of his throne, but taking advantage of the
absence of the two Mastersin the East, and being at the
same time at variance with each other, they hastened to
nominate a separate successor for each of the two king-
doms, thus totally ignoring the claims of the military
Orders. It was speedily decided by both fraternities,
that Raymond, accompanied by some of his Knights and
by deputies nominated toact on behalf of the Templars,
should at once proceed to Spain, to endeavour, as far as
was practicable, to carry into effect the dispositions of
the late monarch. The diplomatic skill which Raymond
brought to bear upon this occasion met with but a very
partial success; more, however, owing to the extreme
weakness of his cause, than to any want of ability and
determination on his part. From the new king of
Navarre he could obtain no redress whatever, that prince
having taken the bull by the horns, and boldly ignored
the power of Alphonso to make any such disposition of
his kingdom. From the king of Aragon he did not receive
the same utter denial, that prince having so far recog-
nised the claims of the Order, as to award them in resti-
tution certain manorial rights within his territories, with
which compromise Raymond and his brother-deputies
were forced to be content, and returned to the Holy
Land.

The first blow received by the Christian power in the
Tlast, at the hands of the Saracens, was the loss of the
city of Iidessa, captured by Zenghi, sultan of Mosul
and Aleppo, at that time the most powerful of the
Eastern princes. The Prince of Edessa, the son of
Jocelyn de Courtenay, was a man who, whilst inheriting
his father’s possessions, was totally devoid of those
warlike qualities so necessary to the preservation of his
principality, and which had rendered the elder Cour-
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tenay so celebrated. Deeply plunged into dissipation
of all kinds, and a mere tool in the hands of worthless
favourites, he beheld his capital torn from his grasp
without an effort for its rescue; and nothing but the
death of Zenghi, who was at that critical moment
assassinated in his tent, could have saved the rest of his
dominions.

As it was, the loss of Edessa had materially shaken
the power of the Latins in the East. Most of those
gallant spirits who had contributed to the first estab-
lishment and subsequent extension of the kingdoms of
Palestine were no more, and their successors retained
but little in common with them beyond their titles.
The only exception to this universal defection was the
king of Jerusalem, Baldwin IIIL., who, with the assist-
ance of the two military Orders, was the main support
of the tottering Latin kingdom. Baldwin no sooner
heard of the assassination of Zenghi, and the check
caused by this event to the victorious career of his
army, than he conceived the idea of once more regain-
ing possession of the lost city of Edessa. He advanced
rapidly, at the head of such troops as he could collect,
conspicuous amongst whom rode the iron-clad warriors
of the Hospital. They were not, however, fated to be
successful in this undertaking ; although, when first he
appeared before the walls of Edessa, the Christian
inhabitants of the town, rising against the Mahometan
garrison, opened their gates and admitted his forces.
Still his triumph was but of short duration. The
Mussulmans retreated into the citadel, within whose
protecting bulwarks they withstood all his efforts to
dislodge them. Meanwhile Noureddin, one of the sons
of Zenghi, a young warrior destined to achieve a
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renown rivalling that of his father, advanced rapidly
to prevent the accomplishment of Baldwin’s enterprise,
with an army so vastly superior to that of the king,
that the latter had no option left him but to retire with
the utmost possible rapidity. The whole Christian
population of Edessa accompanied him in his retreat,
and it required the most strenuous efforts on his part
to prevent Noureddin, who hung upon his flanks, from
utterly destroying themn. DBefore they reached Jeru-
salem a very large number had fallen victims to the
ferocious onslaughts of the Moslem foe, and the re-
mainder were indebted for their safety principally to
the sleepless vigilance and dauntless bravery of Ray-
mond and his band of warrior monks.* To prevent

* The origin of the legend of our Lady of Liesse, still held in the
highest veneration thronghout the province of Picardy, dates from
this retreat. The story runs, that three Knights of the Hospital,
brothers, of a noble family in this province, were cut off from the
main body of the army by the Saracens, and made prisoners. Being
brought before the sultan at Cairo, he conceived an ardent desire to
convert them to Islamism, and for that purpose sent his daughter, a
beautiful maiden of eighteen summers, to hold religious discussions
with them. The hearts of these true Knights of the Cross were proof
against the fascinations of beanty, when employed to inveigle them
from their faith. Not so, however, was that of the young damsel.
Ismeria, so far from converting her antagonists, became herself con-
vinced of the truth of the Christian religion, and expressed a most
earnest desire to behold an image of the Blessed Virgin. Whilst the
brothers were despairing how this wish could be accomplished, and
were praying to that saint for assistance, they suddenly discovered an
image, which had been miraculously introduced into their prison,
and which exhaled a most delicious fragrance. Ismeria instantly
consented to abandon her faith and adopt the tenets of Christianity,
and, carrying the holy image to her chamber, prostrated herself in
adoration before it. Whilst in this attitude, she was favoured with
a vision from the Virgin herself, who announced to her that she was
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the possibility of any further attempts of a like nature
on the part of the Christians, Noureddin, as soon as he
had regained possession of the city, razed its fortifica-
tions and destroyed all its churches. It was thus that
Edessa passed for ever from under the Latin sway.
The loss of this important post caused the greatest
dismay throughout Palestine. Situated on its extreme
Eastern frontier, on the very confines of the desert, it
had served as a most valuable outwork by which to
keep the Infidel at a distance from the heart of the
province, and its principal city, Jerusalem. The
greatest possible efforts were, therefore, made to insure
its recovery. As the military power of the state itself
appeared unequal to cope with Noureddin’s forces
without external aid, the patriarch of Palestine and the
king of Jerusalem decided on despatching an envoy to
Lurope for the purpose of soliciting an armed inter-
vention from the Christian powers of the West ; and
the bishop of Zabulon was sclected for this duty.

appointed to release the Knights from prison, and at the same time
directed her to change her name, and assume that of Mary. At
break of day she proceeded to the prison, determined to obey the
divine mandate, and, to her amazement, discovered that the doors
were all open. The Knights accompanied her through the streets of
Cairo without being discovered ; and at length, after a weary day’s
journey, they lay down together to rest. On awaking, they disco-
vered, to their astonishment, that they were in Picardy, whither they
had been transported miraculously during their sleep, Ismeria still
retaining possession of her image. Whilst proceeding towards their
paternal mansion, the image fell from the hands of its fair bearer;
and on this spot a church was afterwards built, dedicated to our Lady
of Liesse. Ismeria was baptised, received the name of Mary, and
lived ever after with the mother of the Knights, performing all the
charitable duties of her new religion ; and at her death her remains
were deposited within the aisle of the church which she had founded.
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Eugene III., who at that time occupied the Papal chair,
entered warmly into the project, and directed the holy
Bernard, abbot of Clairvaux, to preach a new Crusade
throughout France and Germany. Bernard, who had
attained the highest veneration from the rigid austerity
of his life and the reforms which he had succeeded in
introducing into the discipline of the clergy, which had
become disgracefully lax, was at this time in the most
perfect odour of sanctity. He seconded the desires of
the Pope with all the strength of his fiery eloquence,
and, traversing the land from end to end, he called
upon all faithful Christians to come forward at this
hour of the Church’s need to prevent the Infidel from
regaining those holy places which had been torn from
their grasp, at the cost of so much blood, by their
fathers.

Louis VIIL, at that time king of France, having in
one of his numerous wars committed some barbarities
of more than ordinary atrocity, resolved upon purchasing
an atonement for his misdeeds by heading the new Cru-
sade, and, as a modern infidel writer has expressed it,
¢ proposed to slaughter some millions of Saracens as an
expiation for the murder of four or five hundred Cham-
pagnois.” The German emperor, Conrad IIl., was in
no such pious mood, and it required the exertion of all
Bernard’s powers of persuasion ere he could be induced
to join the holy enterprise; eventually, however, after
the exhibition of certain miraculous powers on the part
of the abbot, he consented to lead the Crusaders of his
empire against the Turks, and, cre the close of the year
1147, an army of nearly 200,000 men, under the joint
guidance of Louis and himself, had passed into the Last.

The usual delays, interruptions, and treachery awaited

F, 2



68 A HISTORY OF

them at the hands of the Greek emperor, Manuel Com-
nenus, who, although he was brother-in-law to Conrad,
exerted all his powers of dissimulation and deceit, which,
in common with the rest of his nation, he possessed in
a pre-eminent degree, to accomplish the destruction of
these unwelcome visitors. It will be unnecessary to
enter into any lengthened detail of this ill-fated expe-
dition. After having lost the greater part of their
numbers in the mountain passes between Phrygia and
Pisidia, their shattered remnants eventually reached
Jerusalem.

It was here decided in council, that greater advantage
would accrue to the Christian power in the East if the
town of Damascus could be brought under its domina-
tion, than could be gained even by the recapture of
Edessa. The attempt was accordingly decided on, and,
cager to wrest from the hands of the Saracens a city
which for nearly five centuries had groaned under their
yoke, the Christian forces soon arrived in front of the
devoted city. A strong body of the Knights of St.
John, as also of the Templars, accompanied this expe-
dition, and, ranging themselves beneath the banner of
Baldwin, nobly maintained their well-earned reputation
for valour and martial discipline. After having nearly
succeeded in achieving the capture of the city, all the
advantages which had been gained by the valour of the
IIospltallers were lost by the treachery and jealousies
of some of the other leaders, who, instead of following
up and pushing to the utmost the success which had
attended the efforts of Baldwin and the military friars,
commenced to cabal as to the division of that spoil which
was destined never to fall within their grasp.

Noureddin having succeeded in throwing a reinforce-
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ment into the city, the opportunity for successfully
attempting its capture was lost; they were compelled
therefore to raise the siege, and to return to Jerusalem.
Conrad and Louis shortly afterwards both left the Holy
Land, and thus in the year 1149 was this ill-fated ex-
pedition brought to a close, in which the lives of 150,000
men had been sacrificed without the slightest benefit to
the Christian cause.

Noureddin, relieved from the fears which the advent
of so large a force had necessarily excited, no sooner
discovered that he had nothing further to dread from
the efforts of the Latins against his own territories, than
he once again carried the war into the enemy’s country,
and in the year 1152 Baldwin found himself under the
necessity of advancing towards the principality of An-
tioch, for the protection of his frontier. During his
absence from the seat of his government, two Turkish
princes, bearing the name of the Jarroquins, penetrated
by way of Damascus towards Jerusalem, and actually
arrived in presence of the holy city, which at that
moment was in an utterly defenceless condition, all the
disposable forces of the kingdom having accompanied
Baldwin in his march towards Antioch. The Turks
pitched their camp for the night on the Mount of Olives,
intending to force an entry into the city upon the fol-
lowing morning ; in which operation, under the peculiar
circumstances of the case, they anticipated little or no
difficulty.

A few Knights of the Hospital had been left behind
by their brethren, for the purpose of conducting the
ordinary duties of the institution during their absence;
and it was to the promptitude and determination with
which these gallant soldiers acted upon the occasion,
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that the holy city was indebted for its rescue from
destruction. Gathering together such of the citizens as
were capable of bearing arms, they made a sortie under
cover of the night, penetrated into the enemy’s camp,
which they succeeded in setting on fire, and in the con-
fusion which ensued completely overwhelmed the be-
wildered Turks, putting vast numbers to the sword,
and compelling the remainder to take to flight. Bald-
win, who had received intimation of the incursion by
which his capital was being threatened, was at that
moment hastening back to its rescue; and falling sud-
denly upon the fugitives, in the midst of their disorderly
flight, he completed their overthrow, cutting them in
pieces, and pursuing them with such vigour, that those
who escaped the swords of his followers perished miser-
ably in the waters of the Jordan. This gallant action,
by which the capital city of the kingdom of Palestine
was preserved from destruction by the daring and de-
cision of a handful of the Knights of St. John, added
yet another title in virtue of which the Order might
claim the gratitude of Christendom.

Baldwin, encouraged by this great and most un-
looked-for success, occurring as it did at a moment when
the numerous reverses which the Christian cause in
Palestine had sustained were having a most dispiriting
effect upon his followers, determined instantly to take
advantage of the panic, which his triumph had created
amongst the Infidels, to carry the war into their ter-
ritories. For this purpose he turned his eyes towards
the Saracen fortress of Ascalon. This city, which
was the key of Palestine towards the south, had been
the cause of endless anxiety to every successive Latin
king, on account of its close proximity to the fron-
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tier of their territories. In order in some degree to
counterbalance this evil, and to keep in check the
constant inroads of its inhabitants, Milicent, Baldwin’s
mother, had some years previously, during the tem-
porary absence of her husband Fulk, rebuilt the
fortifications of the town of Beersheba, which, whilst it
was within the boundaries of the Christian territory, was
at no great distance from Ascalon. The garrisoning of
this place had been by her intrusted to the Order of St.
John ; a post of more danger than profit, but which
had nevertheless been accepted by Raymond with the
most gallant promptitude ; and had been ever since re-
tained by the Order, throughout all the changes of the
period ; acting as a point of assembly, and a place of
refuge to the Christians of the district, whenever
menaced by the Infidel. For the same reason, Baldwin
III. had caused the fortifications of the ancient Philistine
city of Gaza to be restored; and, as it was within
twenty miles of Ascalon, and consequently a post of
much importance, he intrusted its preservation to the
care of the I(nights of the Temple, between whom and
the Hospitallers there existed a noble, generous, and
friendly rivalry ; but as yet no symptom of that dis-
cord and jealousy which were afterwards fraught with
such pernicious consequences, not only to themselves,
btit also to the whole Christian power in Palestine.
Ascalon, considered by the Turks as one of their
most important fortresses, was situated on the eastern
shore of the Mediterranean, very much in the same
latitude as Jerusalem. Its fortifications, consisting of
a high rampart, supported at short distances by lofty
towers, formed a semicircle, which enclosed the town;
the sea coast being its other boundary. It had always
r 4
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been guarded most zealously by its possessors; and, in
order to insure its preservation, the caliph had caused
all its male inhabitants to be thoroughly trained in the
exercises of war; and, that there might be no danger
of treachery on their part, or a want of fidelity to his
service, he had granted them numerous privileges and
indulgences, such as were not enjoyed by the inhabitants
of any other city in the East. Baldwin, however,
undeterred either by the strength of the place, or by
the number, discipline, and determination of the gar-
rison, which may be said to have comprised the entire
male population, sat down before its walls, with an
army increased beyond its usual force by the accession
of a large body of pilgrims from Europe, and most
ample reinforcements from the military Orders.
Meanwhile Gerard, the lord of Sidon, with fifteen
small galleys, held possession of the sea, and intercepted
all passage of supplies into the belcaguered city. For
a period of five months the siege was carried on with
the utmost vigour, the Christians, harassed by constant
sorties on the part of the garrison, gained ground step
by step, at the cost of a constant struggle, and the most
fearful expenditure of life; not a foot of ground being
yielded by the Saracens without a desperate resistance.
At length, however, after having overcome all the ob-
stacles which the ingenuity of their defenders had cast
in their way, they reached to the foot of the rampart.
At this moment, when victory seemed within their grasp,
and it appeared as if they were about to reap the harvest
of all their desires, a powerful fleet, laden with rein-
forcements and provisions, hove in sight. This fleet
was so far more numerous than that with which Gerard
was blockading the entrance to the port, that he was
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compelled to retire with the greatest possible haste, and
to leave the sovereignty of the seas in their undisputed
possession. This sudden and unlooked-for check caused
the utmost dismay throughout the Christian camp. A
general council of war was at once convened, in which
the propriety of an immediate abandonment of the
siege was advoeated by the majority of those present.
Raymond, however, the Master of the Hospitallers, sup-
ported by the patriarch of Jerusalem and some of the
other clergy, strenuously opposed this pusillanimous
counsel. He urged strongly upon the king the necessity
of prosecuting the siege; assuring him that a retreat
would have the effect of damping the courage of his own
army, and proportionably raising that of the Infidels,
who would in their turn assume the offensive, and in all
probability advance to besiege Jerusalem. The king,
who himself fully sympathised with the ardour of
Raymond, decided upon continuing the siege, and the
bold language with which this counsel had been urged
served to stimulate the valour of those who had pre-
viously been the most ready to advocate an immediate
retreat.  The Templars constructed a lofty movable
tower, a practice very common in the sieges of those
times, which they advanced on wheels to within a short
distance of the walls of the town, and from the top of
which a drawbridge could be lowered at will on to the
ramparts, so as to span the intervening space. In the
course of the night, the Turks threw down a quantity
of dry wood and other combustible material, which they
ignited, trusting by this means to consume the tower.
A strong east wind having, however, set in, the flames
arising from the conflagration they had created were
blown away from the direction of the Templars’ tower,



74 A HISTORY OF

against the walls of the town, and these were so much
calcined and destroyed by the action of the fire, that
before morning a large portion had crumbled away,
leaving a practicable breach into the heart of the town.
What was the surprise of the Templars, to whom that
portion of the attack had been confided, to find, upon
the dawning of the next day, that instead of their tower
being reduced to ashes, as they had fully anticipated,
an entry into the town was thus unexpectedly opened to
their advance.

Their Grand-Master, after having carefully reconnoi-
tred the breach and found its ascent perfectly practi-
cable, directed a body of his Knights to attempt the
assault. These no sooner made their appearance within
the walls of the city, than the garrison, conceiving that
all was lost, fled with precipitation. Meanwhile the Tem-
plars advanced with the most daring sang froid into the
very heart of the town, and had they been at this time
properly supported, its immediate capture must have been
insured : but, unfortunately, the avaricious and grasping
disposition of their Grand-Master ruined the enterprise.
Instead of demanding succour from the troops in his
vicinity, he actually mounted the breach with the re-
mainder of his Knights, and there kept guard to prevent
any other troops than those of his own Order from en-
tering the town, trusting by these means to secure the
entire pillage of the place for their exclusive benefit.
The result was such as might have easily been foreseen.
The garrison, having recovered from the consternation
and panic into which they had been thrown on the first
appearance of the Christians, were not long in discover-
ing the smallness of their foe, and, returning boldly to
the attack, drove them back with fearful slaughter, to
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the point from whence they had succeeded in penetra-
ting into the town, and hurled their whole force from
the breach, which they instantly secured from further
attack by means of a retrenchment and numerous barri-
cades.

The wrath of Baldwin and the remainder of the
army at the loss of so signal an advantage, owing
to the avarice of the Templars, may readily be con-
ceived ; nor indeed was this the first instance in which
that Order had, even at this early date, commenced
to evince a grasping spirit of acquisition and a greed of
wealth, which, ere long, was destined to draw down
upon them the antagonism, and eventually the revenge,
of Europe. On this, as on many other occasions,
their conduct formed so marked a contrast with that
of the Hospitallers, that comparisons by no means
favourable to them were drawn, and it was prompted
by such feelings as these, that the potentates who
had compassed the annihilation of the Order of the
Temple were induced to transfer their wealth and
manorial acquisitions to the Hospital of St. John.

The garrison of Ascalon was so elated at the success
with which this formidable attack had been repelled,
and found themselves so strengthened in numbers
by the reinforcements just landed from their fleet,
that they sallied forth the following morning, trusting
by one great victory to compel their foes to raise the
siege. The action lasted with varied success through-
out the whole day. DBaldwin withstood their attack
with the utmost firmness, and the Templars, anxious
to wash away in Saracen blood the stain which their
previous misconduct had fixed upon the Order, threw
themselves with the most reckless impetuosity upon
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Amongst the most venomous and bitter of the eccle-
siastical writers of that period stands William, arch-
bishop of Tyre, who was himself an ecyewitness of
most of the events which he records; and the distorted
and garbled account he renders of the whole dispute,
and the rancorous abuse he lavishes on the Pope, whose
decision he does not hesitate to stigmatise as having
been influenced by bribery, show but too plainly the
animus with which he and the other clerical historians
of the age were imbued. These disputes embittered the
last days of Raymond du Puy, who, having himself esta-
blished the military Order of which he was the head,
had lived to see it settled upon a permanent basis,
honoured and revered in every corner of Kurope,
wealthy and powerful from the innumerable benefac-
tions and endowments it had received, and increasing
annually in the number of those who sought fame
in this world, and salvation in the next, beneath its
consecrated banners. There was, at this time, scarcely
a mnoble house in Europe of which some scion did
not bear the white cross upon his breast; and the
name of a Hospitaller of St. John had, during these
ceventful years, become the synonyme for every chivalric
and martial virtue.

At length, in the year 1160, Raymond, having at-
tained the patriarchal age of cighty years, during sixty
of which he had lived a life of constant warfare, not
onc of which elapsed without bringing with it the
necessity for unsheathing the sword, breathed his last
in the Hospital of St. John, at Jerusalem, whither he had
retired to meet, in quiet and repose, that end which he
had so often braved at the hand of the Infidel. History
has recorded nothing of his character which would
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not become a saint. Even William of Tyre, though far
from being a favourable witness to the good qualities
of the Hospitallers, speaks in the most glowing terms
of Raymond, whose virtues appear to have been so
pre-eminent, that even his enemies were compelled to
bear a reluctant testimony to their effulgence. A true
type of the soldicr, the gentleman, and the Christian,
he lived to see his every desire accomplished, and the
Order in which all his ambition and all his hopes were
centred take its place amidst the chivalry of Europe,
upon the highest pinnacle reared by the hands of
fame.
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CHAP. 1IV.

EXPEDITION INI'O EGYPT.—DEATH OF D’ASCALL-— RISE OF SALADIN.
—MELIER, TIIE APOSTATE TEMPLAR. — MURDER OF THE ASSASSIN
AMBASSADOR BY DU MESNIL. — DEATH OF BALDWIN III. AND AC-
CESSION OF BALDWIN 1V. THE LEPER. — DEATH OF JOUBERT, —
DISSENSIONS IN THE KINGDOM OF JERUSALEM,-— ACCESSION OF GUY
DE LUSIGNAN.—BATTLE OF TIBERIAS,—LOSS OF JERUSALEM. —ITS
MAIN CAUSES.

TuE rule of the two Masters who succeeded Raymond
du Puy in the governance of the Order of the Hospital
was neither of long duration, nor distinguished by
events of such marked importance as to require much
detail in these pages.

During the brief administration of Auger de Balben,
his immediate successor, the king, Baldwin III., was
gathered to his fathers, universally regretted by his
subjects, who could ill spare the guidance of his com-
manding genius. His dauntless bravery and prompt
decision in action, during a reign of twenty years, had
been such as to elicit the most unqualified admiration,
not only from his friends and countrymen, but also from
those amongst the Infidels who had had most cause to
feel the power and vigour of his rule. He was suc-
ceeded on the throne of Jerusalem by his brother
Almeric; and this prince was indebted for his peaceful
accession to the good offices of Auger, his claims having
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been the subject of the most violent and fierce disputes
amongst the nobles of the kingdom.

During the government of Arnaud de Comps, a
member of a noble family in Dauphiné, who succeeded
Auger in 1162, an expedition into Egypt was under-
taken by Almeric, accompanied by the Hospitallers and
Templars, his assistance having been demanded by the
caliph of Egypt, to oppose an invasion of that country,
which had been commenced by the Turkoman leader
Noureddin. In return for this assistance, Almeric suc-
ceeded in extorting an annual tribute from the caliph.
This being the only result of the undertaking, the ex-
pedition could scarcely be designated as one of im-
portance; but there were two events connccted with
it which render it worthy of record. It was in
this war that the renowned Saladin, whose name after-
wards became so terrible to the Christian cause, first
fleshed his maiden scimitar, and showed the earliest
gleams of that martial spirit which afterwards shone
with such dazzling lustre. It is recorded by many
historians, though the circumstance requires confirma-
tion, that at the close of the siege of Alexandria, which
was brought to a termination by the declaration of
peace, Saladin, who had conducted the defence of the
place with the greatest skill, and the most intrepid
courage, demanded of the besiegers to receive the acco-
lade of knighthood, which request, notwithstanding his
religion, was complied with, as a mark of their appre-
ciation of the gallantry of his bearing. The other
event to which allusion has been made was the punish-
ment of twelve Knights of the Temple for cowardice,
they having yielded the Cave, or Grotto, of Tyre, with-
out sufficient resistance to the Infidels. For this offence
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the king caused them to be hanged; an event which
threw so great a slur upon the reputation of the Order
that it has been studiously concealed by its panegyrists.

Arnaud de Comps died in 1168 ; and the unfortunate
Gilbert d’Ascali was appointed to the vacant office. He
had no sooner assumed the reins of government than
Almeric suggested the propriety of a second expedition
into Egypt. He had been so struck with the vast
wealth, and numerous other attractions of the country,
during his former incursion, that his ambition and his
avarice both prompted him to desire its acquisition. In
this project he was warmly seconded by the Greek
emperor of Constantinople, who was naturally desirous
of seeing as effectual a barrier as possible erected
between his frontier and the Infidels who surrounded
him. For this purpose he contributed a considerable
sum of money towards the equipment of the expedition
proposed by Almeric.

The propriety of tendering their assistance to the
king in this enterprise was warmly debated amongst the
Iospitallers in council. As the caliph of Egypt had so
lately entered into a treaty of peace with the Christians,
by which he had bound himself to the payment of an
annual tribute; and, as this treaty had been scrupu-
lously observed on his part, it was argued by some of
the more conscientious of their number, that they were
not justified in waging war against him. The Master,
however, strenuously supported the undertaking, and his
detractors assert that his object in so doing was to en-
deavour to replenish from the spoils of Egypt the coffers
of his treasury, which he had dissipated from wanton
extravagance. The majority of the council, influenced
by his precept and example, and tempted by the pros-
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pect of an easy conquest yielding an enormous booty,
since the Egyptians were far more wealthy than
martial, decided in favour of war, and authorised
Gilbert to raise money in their name, by loans from
the bankers of Genoa and Venice. With this assistance
the Hospitallers took into their pay a large auxiliary
force of mercenaries, and prepared to enter the ficld,
with a far more powerful array than they had on any
previous occasion been enabled to muster.

The Templars, when called upon by Almeric to join
his ranks refused the request, after a lengthened dis-
cussion ; alleging as a reason that they did not consider .
it lawful to engage in warfare against a nation which,
although Infidel, had entered into a treaty of peace
with the Christians. Against the justice of this reason-
ing there can be no argument; but it is much to be
regretted that that Order, which could thus upon oc-
casion be so scrupulous, was not more in the practice of
weighing the precise rectitude of their actions prior to
execution ; and there are not wanting ill-natured his-
torians, who have placed on record, that the real motive
of this seeming generosity on their part arose from a
sense of jealousy, under the feeling that they could not
take the field with so imposing a force as that which
was serving under the white-cross banner of Gilbert
d’Ascali.

Almeric was in no wise daunted at this secession on
the part of the Templars, and, with his brave Hos-
pitallers in his train, led the way into Egypt. Their
first operation after entering the enemies’ country was
the siege of Belbeis, which, although fortified and de-
fended by a very numerous garrison, Almeric decided
upon carrying by assault, instead of the more ordinary
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but lengthy process of a regular siege; involving, as it
generally did in those days, a tedious blockade. After
the most prodigious slaughter on both sides, for the
defence was conducted with determined and intrepid
obstinacy, the Christians succeeded in forcing their way
into the town; and it is with shame that the historian
is compelled to relate, that in the savage cruelty of their
excesses, on this occasion, they even surpassed the worst
atrocities of the Infidel foe against whom they were
combating.

In this town Almeric captured the son and the
nephew of the caliph, in addition to a number of other
prisoners of wealth and renown. It had formed one of
the terms in the agreement entered into between
Almeric and D’Ascali, that upon the capture of Belbeis
it should become the property of the Knights of St.
John ; and the king, true to his word, lost no time in
handing them over possession of this most important
acquisition. D’Ascali left a numerous garrison, com-
posed of the followers of the Order, within its walls;
he himself, with the main body of his forces, accom-
panying the king in the further prosecution of his
enterprise,

Their next point of attack was Cairo, then as now the
principal city of Egypt. Whilst undertaking the siege
of this place, Almeric received an embassy from the
caliph, suing for peace, and offering the most tempting
bait, in the shape of an enormous ransom for his son
and nephew, who were prisoners in the hands of the
king. Almeric, whose besetting vice was avarice, was
not proof against the two millons of gold crowns which
the ambassadors of the caliph were instructed to proffer;
and having received 100,000 crowns as a first instalment,
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he consented to an armistice being established, whilst
the caliph should be collecting the remainder of the ran-
som from the various parts of his dominions. "This,
however, he had no intention whatever of doing ; but,
whilst deluding Almeric by the prospect of so rich a
booty, he had secrctly sent envoys to his former foe
Noureddin, imploring assistance against the torrent of
Christian invasion, by which he was threatened with
destruetion. This assistance Noureddin, for purposes of
his own, readily consented to render, and prepared at
once to send a powerful army to the rescue.

Meanwhile, the arrangements for the treaty with
Almeric were slowly progressing, and he was cajoled
into a continuance of his supine inactivity, by the be-
lief that the caliph was busily engaged in fulfilling its
terms. The artifice was completely successful. Almeric
remained resting on his arms before Cairo, until at
length he was startled at hearing that the army of
Noureddin was rapidly approaching to the rescue. He
lost no time in marching against them with all his forces;
trusting to be enabled to encounter them before they
had effected a junction with the Egyptians. Siracon,
however, Noureddin’s general, having made a detour,
succeeded in passing the Christian army, and joined his
forces to those of the caliph in their rear. Under these
adverse circumstances, the king felt that all prospect of a
conquest of Egypt wasat an end; and that it would not
be safe to remain longer in the country, in the face of
such superior forces as those which Siracon had brought
into the field. He therefore made good his retreat into
Pualestine as rapidly as possible, and the Hospitallers
were compelled to evacuate Belbeis, the garrisonof which
joined the king’s army as he passed.
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Thus ended this ill-fated expedition; the success of
which was blasted purely by the avarice of Almeric.
That it was unprovoked in the outset, and consequently
unjustifiable, cannot be denied; and that, founded as it
was upon a breach of faith, it deserved no better fate, is
likewise true; still, had it been successful, it would
doubtless have tended much to prolong the duration of
Christian rule in the East, and would have struck a blow
at Infidel domination which they would have taken long
to recover. As it was, however, the Christians gained
nothing but obloquy in return for their vast expenditure
of treasure ; and, as the sequel will show, brought down
upon themselves a foe who eventually succeeded in
completely wrecking the power of the Latin kingdom of
Palestine.

The friends of Almeric, for in spite of his errors he
had many who were warmly attached to his person and
fortunes, were not loth to screen his misconduet by
throwing the entire blame on Gilbert d’Ascali.  This
unfortunate Knight appears, throughout the transaction,
to have been more sinned against than sinning. He had
been induced by the arguments of the king, aided doubt-
less by the ambitious promptings of his own heart, to
join in the conquest of Egypt. That the attempt would
be successful, appeared in the outset most probable; and
that, when achieved,it would prove a strong bulwark of
defence to the feeble kingdom, was also most indubitable.
With this view, and by no means foreseeing that the
avarice of the king would shipwreek the entire project,
he had entered into it with all his energies, and had
pledged the credit of his Order to the utmost limits to
insure its successful prosecution. It is, however, very
difficult to arguein the face of a failure; and Gilbert, on
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his return to Jerusalem, found himself assailed on every
side, by the most bitter invectives, and the most virulent
antagonism. His proud spirit sank under the abuse
which, whether merited or not, was lavished upon him
with unsparing rigour, and he resigned the Mastership
of his Order in despair. He shortly after left the Holy
Land, and returned to Europe, to hide his griefs in re-
tirement and solitude ; and, whilst there,he was drowned
in the act of crossing from France to England. From
this fact Vertot has endeavoured to prove that he must
have been a native of the latter country; and this sur-
mise on his part receives a certain amount of sanction,
from the fact that his name is of Norman origin, and
would therefore very probably have belonged to an
English knight of that period.

On his resignation, a brother named Gastus was
raised to the dignity of Master, but his rule was short ;
and, to use the stereotyped expression of the writers of
those times, he has left no other record of himself but
his name.

Joubert, the sixth Master of the Order, was elected at
the death of Gastus in 1169. Prior to his accession to
the office, great changes had been taking place in the
countries which surrounded the kingdom of Judea. As
has been already shown, Noureddin, at the request of
the caliph of Egypt, had sent to his assistance an army
commanded by his general Siracon. Saladin, whose
name has likewise been mentioned, was nephew to
Siracon, and accompanied him into Egypt. It had
formed no part of Noureddin’s plans to assist the caliph
of Egypt in expelling the Christians from his dominions
without the prospect of some ulterior benefit to himself';
and he had given private instructions to Siracon, in
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despatching him thither, that he was to take advantage
of any opportunities which might offer, to seize upon
the government of the country. These instructions were
faithfully carried out ; but Siracon did not live to enjoy
the fruits of his exertions, for he had only just esta-
blished himself in power when death brought all his
wiles and ambitious projects to a close. His nephew
Saladin, however, carrying out the operations com-
menced by his uncle, succeeded in bringing them to a
favourable termination, and having made away with the
caliph of Egypt, whom he caused to be strangled in his
bath, assumed the rule of the country. Noureddin
having also about this time died, Saladin married his
widow, and, throwing off his allegiance to the son of his
late master, established himself not only as an inde-
pendent sovereign of Egypt, but also as ruler over all
those territories formerly governed by Noureddin.

His power had become so threatening to the Chris-
tians, that Almeric had good cause to rue the ambition
which had called so potent an enemy into the field, and
the avarice which had prevented his being enabled to
crush him in the outset. In order to check his suc-
cessful carcer, Almeric proceeded to Constantinople, to
seck assistance from the Greek emperor, he having
already failed in his endeavours to obtain the aid of a
new Crusade, his proposals for which had been but
coldly reccived by the powers of Western Europe.
During his absence from Jerusalem, he vested the go-
vernment of his kingdom in the hands of Joubert the
Master of the Hospital, and his fellow-dignitary the
Grand-Master of the Temple. He was received by the
emperor with the most flattering promises of assistance,
which, however, were but very partiallly realised ; and,
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compelled to be content with the assurances he had ex-
torted, he returned to his government, where his pre-
sence was most urgently required to meet a new foe,
who had sprung from the midst of his own kingdom,
and was no other than an apostate Templar.

This recreant knight, whose name was Melier, was
brother to Thoro, prince of Armenia; a potentate who
had always continued firm in his alliance with the Chris-
tian rulers of Palestine. At the death of Thoro, the
crown had descended to his nephew Thomas, son of his
only sister. Melier, however, prompted by his ambition
to usurp a throne, abandoned the habit of his Order, re-
nounced Christianity, and, allying himself with Saladin,
drove Thomas from his territories, and installed himself
as Prince of Armenia. From this moment he waged an
unceasing warfare with his Christian neighbours, and
his cruelties and atrocities surpassed even those of his
Mahometan allies. Towards the Hospitallers and Tem-
plars he exhibited the most peculiar and savage ran-
cour; such of either Order as fell into his hands being
butchered in cold blood, or else sold into slavery in the
territories of Saladin.

Almeric, however, was not the prince to suffer this
thorn to remain in the side of his kingdom; and the
Hospitallers and Templars vied with each other in their
anxiety to revenge themselves upon this unworthy mem-
ber of a military Order, for the cruel death of so many of
their brethren. Melier soon found himself unequal to
cope with the forces brought against hin, and was igno-
miniously driven from the territories he had so basely
usurped, to seek a refuge under the protection of his
ally Saladin. This blot on the fair fame of the Tem-
plars could not justly be laid to the blame of the Order;
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since, until human nature shall realise a far higher
pitch of perfection than it has ever yet been enabled to
attain, there will always be found individual backsliders,
even in the midst of the most virtuous communities,
It must not be forgotten, that, even amongst the twelve
disciples of our blessed Lord, one traitor found admis-
sion ; nor did his foul treason cast the shadow of a stain
upon his eleven brethren, who afterwards sealed their
faith with their blood. It happened, however, unfor-
tunately for the Order, that this was not the only event
which occurred at that particular period calculated to
bring their institution into disrepute, since at the same
time another offender arose in their ranks, who, far from
being disavowed by his fraternity, was by them screened
from the punishment due to his crimes, to the utmost
extent of their power.

In the mountainous country contiguous to Tripoli
dwelt a numerous and fanatical tribe named Assassins¥®,

* The name of Assassin was derived from the Persian word Lassas-
sin, signifying a dagger, which was the only weapon usually worn by
the members of this extraordinary tribe. The peculiar and unenviable
notoriety which these fanatics obtained, has caused the name to be since
generally adopted to designate a murderer. In proof of the extraordi-
nary lengths to which their devotion and blind obedience to their chiefs
was carried, a very characteristic anecdote is recorded, which, in its
startling horror, appears scarcely credible to modern readers. It is
said that, upon one occasion, the Sultan of Damascus despatched an
envoy to the Old Man of the Mountain, demanding the payment of
an annual tribute, under threat of an immediate invasion. The
prince of the Assassins, desirous of exhibiting to the envoy the extent
of his power over his subjects, in his presence, ordered one of the
tribe to cast himself from the top of the tower, and at the same time
directed another to plunge a dagger into his heart. The command
was in both cases instantly obeyed. The prince, turning to the
envoy, then informed him that he had sixty thousand subjects, every
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whose chief was known as the Old Man of the Mountain.
Their name was mentioned with terror throughout the
East, owing to the peculiarities of their tenets.  Their
religion, if religion it can be called, consisted in a blind
obedience to the will of their chief, even when it led to
certain death. Assassination was held amongst them
to be a cardinal virtue, more especially when performed
by his directions. The monarch on his throne, in the
midst of his court, and surrounded by the most faith-
ful guard, was not secure from the dagger of one of
these Assassins, who was sure never to fail in the at-
tainment of his object, even though it involved the
sacrifice of his own life. The dread in which this tribe
was held prompted all the Mahometan leaders of the
East to cultivate friendly relations with them ; and they
were in the receipt of subsidies, in the form of tribute,
from nations far more powerful in point of numbers
than themselves.

The Templars, however, of the province of Tripoli,
fearlessly waged war against them, heedless of the ready
dagger with which they were wont to defend their
privileges. They, on their side, were not slow in per-
ceiving, that, in an institution organised like the military
Orders, the death of the chief had no effect in changing
the spirit of the government ; a successor was at once
named, by whom the objects which his predecessor had
commenced were pertinaciously carried out. Their
favourite mode of defence being thus comparatively
useless, they felt unequal to cope with the disciplined

one of whom would perform his behest with the same blind obedience
as that of the two men whose fate he had just witnessed. The old
historians quaintly enough add, that the Old Man of the Mountain
never heard anything more of the sultan’s demand for tribute.
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energy and martial ardour of the Templars; and, even-
tually, were glad to purchase a peace by the payment
of an annual contribution to the coffers of the Order.
About this time, however, the prince of the Assassins,
anxious to evade the payment of this impost, and not
over nice as to the form of religion which he professed,
sent an ambassador to the king of Jerusalem, with an
offer, on the part of himself and all his tribe, to be bap- -
tised into Christianity. Almeric was overjoyed at this
proposition, which promised to form a most welcome
addition to the Christian population of the East; and
the ambassador was dismissed on his homeward journey
laden with presents, and accompanied by a guard
from the king, after having received his pledge that the
payment of the tribute should cease to be enforced.
This undertaking on the part of the king was very
distasteful to the body of the Templars, whose grasping
avarice led them infinitely to prefer the payment of
tribute from an Infidel nation, rather than their conver-
sion to the Christian faith, in a case when the latter
alternative involved the loss of the said payment. They,
therefore, decided upon using every means within their
power to break off the negotiation and prevent its being
brought to a successful termination. In furtherance of
this project, one of their number, named Du Mesnil,
whether with the knowledge and consent of his brethren
has never been clearly established, waylaid the ambassa-
dory and as soon as he had parted from the guard fur-
nished for his protection by Almeric, on the borders of
Tripoli, fell upon him and murdered him in cold blood.
Almeric was, with justice, deeply irritated at this foul
breach of national faith, perpetrated on the person of
an ambassador who was under the protection of his own
safe-conduct ; and demanded that Du Mesnil should be
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instantly handed over by the Templars to be dealt with
as his crime deserved. This the Order positively refused
to do; thus identifying themselves with the crime which
had been committed, and lending the sanction of their
name to cover as atrocious and cold-blooded a murder
as any it was possible to conceive. Almeric was not,
however, to be stopped in his purposes of retribution by
any interference on the part of the Templars, whose
numerous acts of misconduct and outrage were rapidly
bringing them into extreme disrepute, but seizing upon
Du Mesnil by force he threw him into prison, and would
doubtless have wreaked a bitter vengeance upon him,
had not his own career been cut short by death, leaving
a youthful son to succeed him on the throne.

Baldwin IV., surnamed the leper, owing to the
loathsome disease with which he was afflicted, was in-
capacitated, both mentally and bodily, from swaying
with energy a sceptre requiring such constant exercise
of vigilance, determination, and bravery, as did that of
Jerusalem. During his brief reign, however, in those
intervals when a temporary relaxation of his disease
enabled him to take the field in person, he several times
endeavoured to check the ravages which were being com-
mitted by Saladin on his frontier provinces; and on one
occasion he succeeded in surprising that renowned chief-
tain, and, falling upon his camp at night, routed his army
so completely, that Saladin himself had a narrow escape
of falling into his hands.

In the following year, viz. 1175, Baldwin endeavoured
to establish a frontier fortress on the banks of the Jor-
dan, within the limits of Saladin’s dominion. To prevent
the accomplishment of any such attempt, that prince
once more advanced to oppose the Christian forces; and
having by his superior, strategical skill lured them into
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an ambuscade, he fell upon them with all his forces
whilst entangled in a defile, and a complete rout of the
whole army was the result. In this disastrous affair
the Hospitallers were nearly cut to pieces, their Master,
Joubert, covered with wounds, having narrowly escaped
with life, by swimming his horse across the Jordan.

His end, which occurred in 1179, has been differently
recorded ; some writers attribute it to grief at the truce
which was in that year signed between Saladin and the
Christians, and at the decadence of the unfortunate king-
dom of Palestine, which, year by year, was shorn of some
one of its remaining bulwarks. The greater number,
however, assert that he came by his death in an unfair
manner. Having fallen into the hands of one of Saladin’s
generals, at the capture of Margat, the defence of which
place had been conducted by him and the Knights of
his Order with the most determined obstinacy, he was
barbarously starved to death in prison.

The council of the Order, on his decease, filled the
vacancy by the election of Roger Desmoulins to the post
of the seventh Master. On his accession he found the
Christian territory not only threatened by the power-
ful foe on her frontier, but at the same time torn and
divided by intestine discord. It was true that a truce
had been concluded with Saladin, but there appeared no
prospect of its continuing for any length of time, and
the Christians felt that after its close they would be
quite unequal to cope with his aggressive ambition.
They decided therefore upon sending ambassadors to
Lurope to solicit the assistance of a third Crusade, and
for this purpose they sclected Heraclius, patriarch of
Jerusalem, and the two chiefs of the Temple and IHos-
pital.
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Shortly after their arrival in Europe, the Grand-Master
of the Temple died, leaving Heraclius and Desmoulins
to perform the remainder of their embassy alone. For
this purpose they in turn visited the courts of Pope
Luecius III., of Philip IL. of France, and of Henry II. of
Ingland; from all of whom they received a superabun.
danee of promises, but very scanty aid in any more mate-
rial form. At the court of Henry II., indeed, the patriarch
Heraclius so far forgot the respeet due to the monarch,
that he had the audacity to upbraid the king in the most
insolent terms for his lukewarmness in the good cause;
to which injudicious act on his part the failure of their
efforts in England may mainly be attributed. It is true,
that, throughout both the kingdoms of England and
France, a Crusade was preached, accompanied by the
grant of indalgences from the Pope, but it met with so
little earnest support from the monarchs of those
countries, that it proved deeidedly futile, and the dis-
appointed ambassadors returned to the East in despair.

Here they found that the disease with which Baldwin
was afflicted had so far gained the mastery over his
enfeebled frame, as to render him incapable of the most
ordinary functions of government. Under these cireum-
stances he had associated with himself, in the rule of
the kingdom, a French eavalier named Guy de Lusignan,
who had married his sister Sabilla, the widow of the
Marquis of Montferrat. This choice, however, was very
unpalatable to his nobles, who with justice despised Guy,
as a man more suited to shine in the court thanin the
camp; and Baldwin found himself compelled to retraet
the authority he had vested in him. In this dilemma
he formed the resolution of resigning his erown alto-
gether; and, in execution of his design, nominated his
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nephew, Sabilla’s son by her first lord, as his successor;
and appointed Raymond, Count of Tripoli, to act as
regent during his minority.

Not long after this change Baldwin died, and the
regent continued to maintain his sway until an event
occurred which overthrew all his hopes and projects.
The infant son of Sabilla died suddenly, not without
grave suspicions of foul play on the part of his mother;
suspicions which subsequent events tended materially to
strengthen. The fact of his death was retained a secret
within the palace where it had occurred for several
days, whilst Sabilla and her husband were engaged in
buying over to their interests the patriarch of Jerusa-
lem and the Grand-Master of the Templars. They at
the same time made the most flattering overtures to
Roger Desmoulins, in whose charge, coupled with
the Grand-Master of the Temple, the regalia of the
kingdom had been placed; but in this attempt they
were completely foiled, and he sternly refused to resign
the jewels into their hands. The party which Sabilla
had gained over to her interests proved, however, too
powerful for opposition; and she eventually succeeded
in causing Guy and herself to be proclaimed king and
queen of Jerusalem; in which disposition of the throne
her nobles were reluctantly forced to acquiesce.

Saladin no sooner discovered that a quarrel had
sprung up between the Christian magnates, for Ray-
mond had retired in dudgeon to Tripoli, than he or-
ganised an expedition for the invasion of the perturbed
kingdom, and laid siege to Acre. Previously, however, to
its investment, a reinforcement from the military Orders,
commanded by their respective Grand-Masters, threw
themselves into the place. Desmoulins, without waiting
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to be blockaded within its walls, collected his forces, and
having armed such of the inhabitants as he deemed
capable of performing military duty, he sallied forth
at their head, under the cover of night. The sortie was
at first perfectly successful. The Infidels, taken by
surprise, and unable in the obscurity of the night to
distinguish the numbers of the enemy, suffered them-
sclves to be slaughtered helplessly in their camp; but
when day broke, and the comparatively insignificant force
of the Christians became perceptible, Saladin succeeded
in rallying his battalions, and a regular combat ensued,
without any decisive advantage on either side; but, as it
resulted in his raising the siege of the town, the victory
may well be assigned to the Christians.

The success, however, was purchased at the cost of a
terrific slaughter on their part; chief among the slain
being Roger Desmoulins, the Master of the Hospital,
whose body was found upon the gory plain, surrounded
by a pile of Saracens, who had fallen victims to the
prowess of his arm, ere he himself had received his
death-wound.

The country being in a state of active war, the council
lost no time in nominating a successor to their deceased
chief; and their choice fell on Garnier de Napoli, who
thus became the eighth Master of the Order, a dignity
which he occupied for a very few months, before he was
doomed to fall, like his predecessor, beneath the scimitar
of the Infidel. Saladin, having through the judicious
conduct of Roger Desmoulins been foiled in his attempt
upon Acre, turned his arms against Tiberias, a city of
which Raymond, Count of Tripoli, was lord in right of
his wife.

VOL. I I
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This prince had, prior to these events, become re-
conciled to Guy de Lusignan, through the joint good
offices of the chiefs of the military Orders, the Grand-
Master of the Temple being a firm ally and steadfast
adherent of the king; and the Master of the Hospital,
though by no means friendly to the government of Guy,
acting under the conviction that, in the then desperate
state of affairs, it was destruction to the prospects of the
kingdom that there shonld be any dissensions among
its chiefs: they had, therefore, persuaded Raymond to
forget his wrongs, and to give the weight of his recog-
nised military genius for the safety of Palestine.

When Raymond heard that Saladin was engaged in
the siege of Tiberias, he magnanimously advised the
king to leave the city to its fate, and endeavoured to
persuade him to persevere in a strictly defensive line of
conduct, averring that the Saracen army could not long
subsist in its neighbourhood, owing to the extreme
scarcity of water and provisions. Other and less
sagacious counsels, however, prevailed. It was pointed
out by the Grand-Master of the Templars, that if they
collected all their forces, and fell upon the enemy whilst
he was engaged in his siege operations, they might end
the war by a single success; and it was not improbable
that even Saladin himself might fall into their power.
He also endcavoured to prejudice the king against the
advice of Raymond, suggesting that he was in traitorous
intercourse with Saladin, and was counselling such a
mode of action as he conceived most likely to betray
the kingdom. The king, who well knew the extent of
the provocation Raymond had received at his hands,
listened readily to the suggestions of the Templar, and,
collecting all his available forces, marched in the di-
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rection of Tiberias, determined to stake everything on
the issue of a single field.

It was in vain that Raymond pointed out the extreme
danger of this project, in vain did he give every
rational advice as to the advance of the army; the ear
of the king had been poisoned against him, and all his
warnings were disregarded. By the advice of the
Templar, who throughout Guy’s reign appears to have
been his evil genius, a spot was selected for encamp-
ment which the total absencc of water soon rendered
untenable. The Christian host now began to feel the
ill-effects of that drought which the Count had prophe-
sied would have overcome the Moslems, had they been
left to themselves. Feeling it impossible to remain
where he was, Lusignan advanced into the plain of
Tiberias, to give battle to the Saracens.

The most powerful efforts were made, by the eccle-
siastics who had accompanied the army, to excite the
enthusiasm of the soldiery. The portion of the true
cross, which had been so long held in the most profound
veneration at Jerusalem, was present with the army ;
having been intrusted to the special guardianship of the
military Orders; and, on this eventful occasion, was
planted on an eminence, where throughout the day it
served as a rallying point to the Christian host. The
main object for which the king had decided upon giving
immediate battle to the Saracens having been the want
of water, since throughout the long summer’s night not
one drop of that precious liquid had been procurable,
either for man or beast, the first efforts of his army
were directed to the accomplishment of that object.
The Lake of Tiberias, at a distance of two miles, lay
calmly glittering in the sunshine, in the rear of the
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Infidel host; and between it and the Christian army,
now parched with thirst, and maddened by the tempting
prospect, were drawn up the dense masses with which
Saladin was prepared to resist their advance. In the
van of the army stood the brothers of the Hospital and
Temple, ready at the appointed signal to dash at their
foe, and regardless of numbers to hew a pathway to the
much desired lake. On they marched in firm array,
and in a few moments were hidden amidst the cloud of
Infidels by whom they were surrounded. In vain,
however, was the most desperate valour displayed by
both fraternities. ~Amongst the numerous vices of
which the latter Order was accused, that of cowardice
rarely held a place; and on this important field, with
the fate of Christendom in the East depending on their
prowess, they emulated with a generous rivalry, un-
tinged by any meaner feeling, the deeds of their brothers
of the Hospital. Side by side, these mailed warriors
of the Church hurled themselves against the serried
phalanx of the Infidel, and the fierce Templar war-cry,
rising high above the din of battle, was re-echoed in
gallant unison with that of the Hospital.

All, however, was in vain. The number of the
Saracen host was too great for even their gallantry
to overcome ; and when led by a general of such skill
and renown as Saladin, those numbers were used to
the greatest possible advantage. As the day wore on,
the impetuosity of the Christian attacks became less
and less vehement, and the stubbornness of their re-
sistance less determined; until at length, dispirited,
exhausted, and broken, they yielded the field. Saladin
pressed his victory to the uttermost, and, allowing the
retreating army no breathing time for rallying their
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disordered ranks, he poured his wild hordes on their
broken columns, scattering them like chaff before the
wind, and thus utterly completed their overthrow.

With this disastrous fight ended every hope of Chris-
tian domination: contrary to the advice of Raymond,
Guy had staked the whole power of his kingdom on the
issue of a single field, and the cast of the die had
proved adverse ; thus not only leaving Saladin master
of the day, but his advance to the gates of Jerusalem
_totally unopposed. The king, the Grand-Master of the
Temple, and several other lords of note fell into his
hands ; and Garnier, whose deeds of valour throughout
the day had proved him well worthy of his exalted
station, met the end of a true soldier of the cross,
being so desperately wounded during the action, that
he only survived long enough to reach Ascalon, where
he died.

The whole of the misfortunes attending this ill-fated
and ill-advised expedition have been very generally,
but very wrongfully, laid to the charge of the Count
of Tripoli. Feeling that the provocation he had re-
ceived had been very great, and knowing that in the
first moments of his wrath he had, in retiring to Tripoli,
entered into communication with Saladin, it has been
assumed that, throughout the operation, he was act-
ing the part of a double-faced traitor. Some historians,
not content with affixing this stigma upon his fame,
actually go the lengths of asserting that he had pri-
vately become an apostate to his religion; and that
after his death, whilst preparing his body for burial, it
was discovered he had undergone the ceremony of cir-
cumcision. Without attempting to refute this latter
statement, the absurd malice of which is borne upon

n3
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its face, a little eareful inquiry proves that the whole
accusation is nothing more than a vile fabrication.
The advice which he gave to the weak and pusillani-
mous Guy was always that of a sage and judicious
counsellor ; but being under suspicion, and possessing
a most virulent enemy in the person of the Grand-Master
of the Templars, who made up in rashness and ob-
stinacy, for what he was deficient in judgment; his
counsel was disregarded, the kingdomn was lost, and
he himself has fallen under the obloquy of partial
historians, for a misfortune which he exerted all his
powers of argument to avert. His death, occurring
conveniently enough for them shortly afterwards, ren-
dered him the most suitable person upon whom to
cast the blame.

The loss of the Hospitallers, on this occasion, was
fearfully large; since, in addition to the number of
those who fell nobly fighting on the field of battle,
such as were taken prisoners at its close were cruelly
murdered by order of Saladin, he having previously given
them the option of saving their lives by abjuring their
faith, and adopting the tenets of Islamism: a proffer
which was rejected by these Christian Knights with
virtuous disdain; and thus, in their case, a life spent
in combating for the establishment of the true faith,
was sealed by the death of a martyr in the same
holy cause.

The few remaining members of the Order, as soon
as the account of the sad disaster of Tiberias and the
fate of Garnier had reached them, assembled in sorrow
and despair, once more to perform the duties of elec-
tion, and, as it appeared to them, most probably for
the last time. With some difficulty they persuaded
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Ermengard Daps, on whom their choice had fallen,
to accept the onerous post, and, this duty accomplished,
the entire body prepared to meet their fate in the
desperate struggle which now appcared imniinent.
Saladin lost no time in reaping the fruits of his viec-
tory. The various fortresses on his route, denuded of
their garrisons, which had aided in swelling the ranks
of Guy’s army, now that that army had vanished from
before his path, became an easy prey; and, without any
opposition being offered to his advance, he ere long made
his appearance in front of the walls of Jerusalem. A
resistance of fourteen days, prolonged for that length of
time purely by the desperation of the defenders, who
chose rather to fall beneath the sword of the Infidel than
tamely to yield that sacred city gained by the cost of so
much blood, ended in the capitulation of the place in Octo-
ber, 1187. In this hour of his triumph, Saladin behaved
with a generosity hardly to have been expected from a
Saracen chief. Instead of repeating the scenes of car-
nage which had disgraced the entry of the Christians
on that selfsame spot, Saladin consented that the mili-
tary and nobles should be permitted to proceed to Tyre,
and he fixed a ransom for the population of the town at
the rate of ten crowns per man, failing the payment of
which they were to become slaves. In many instances,
at the supplication of the queen and her retinue, he
was induced to forego the payment of this ransom, and
the Hospitallers freely lavished their remaining treasure
in purchasing the liberty of many others, so that the
nuinber of those who were eventually doomed to slavery
was comparatively small. He also, in consideration of
the charitable offices in which they were employed,
permitted ten of the fraternity of the Hospital to remain
u 4



104 A HISTORY OF

for a limited period within the city, to complete the
cure of those sick who were under their charge.* Thus,

* Vide Appendix, No. 9. Saladin appears to have held the Order
in the highest possible esteem, and an anecdote is recorded of him,
which, though not bearing with it the impress of probability, marks
the feeling with which he is considered to have regarded his relentless
foes of the Ilospital. Having heard of the boundless liberality and
anxious care lavished by the brethren upon all who sought the shelter
of their institution, whether Christian or Infidel, Saladin determined
to test the truth of this report. He therefore disguised himself in the
garb of a Syrian peasant, and in that guise entered Jerusalem, and
presented himself at the doors of the Hospital, as a suppliant for their
bounty. He was received at once, and his apparent wants carefully
attended to. In pursuit of his design, he lay still the whole day, and
rejected all offers of food, alleging that he was unable to partake of
any nourishment. The following day he continued the same line of
conduct, so that the charitable brothers began to fear lest he would
starve to death. On the third morning, being again warmly pressed
to partake of some food, and being requested to name anything which
could provoke his appetite, he, after much apparent hesitation, at length
suggested that the only food for which he had any fancy would be a
piece of the leg of the Master’s favourite horse, cut off in his presence.
The brothers were at first struck with consternation at such an extra-
ordinary request, but the rules of their Hospital were most rigid upon
the point of yielding, to the utmost possible extent, to the fancies of
their patients, They therefore at once communicated the wish to
the Master, who, loth as he was to lose his favourite charger, hesitated
not a moment in ordering him to be taken to the Hospital, there to
undergo, in the presence of the unfortunate patient, the amputation
necessary to gratify his inconvenient desires. All was now ready ;
the butcher stood prepared to strike the limb from the unfortunate
animal, and Saladin became convinced that the fraternity suffered
nothing to interfere with what they considered the sacred duties of
hospitality, no, not even the favourite charger of their chief, when
asked for by the meanest Syrian peasant. He declared that the
desire to gratify his craving had proved amply sufficient for his want,
and begged them to return the noble beast to his stable, as he now
felt equal to partake of ordinary food. He left the Hospital disguised
23 lie had been on lis entrance, and, having rejoined his army, con=
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after a tenure of 88 years, the Christians were forced
to turn their backs on the scene of so many struggles,
hopes, and triumphs; the crescent was once again
waving over those ramparts where the white cross of
the Hospital had for so many years fanned the breeze,
and the church dedicated to the Holy Sepulchre of
our Lord was once again converted into a Mahometan
mosque. Was it for this that Peter had, in the prece-
ding century, thundered forth his denunciations against
the Infidel, and aroused to a pitch of madness the en-
thusiasm of millions ? Was it for this that Europe had
poured forth her votaries, in countless hosts, to whiten
the shores of Palestine with their bones? Was it for this
that generations of zealous devotees had consecrated
their swords and their lives to the preservation of that
precious conquest, wrung at such fearful cost from the
grasp of the Infidels ? 1t was, alas, too true! Europe
had stood supinely looking on, whilst the Moslem was
slowly but surely weaving the web of destruction round
the sacred province; and now when it was too late,
when all was lost, and that hallowed soil was once more
desecrated by the worship of the Arabian impostor, a
cry of indignation and vengeance arose on every side.
It might be well, ere passing froin this scene of dis-
aster to the Christian arms, a tale of shame and disgrace
painful to record, to pause for awhile and analyse the
causes which led to so speedy a decline and fall of the
kingdom of Jerusalem. It may be attributed to two

tinued his warfare against the Christians; retaining, however, the
warmest regard for those noble-minded Nazarenes who were thus
prepared to sacrifice everything at the shrine of duty. Some writers
go so far as to assert that he made several liberal donations to the
institution, but there is no record existing of any such fact.
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circumstances, one the increase and concentration of the
power of the Moslem, and the other the decadence and
disunion of that of the Latins. When the first Crusaders
established themselves on the shores of Palestine, they
found the Infidels divided into factions, and combating
with a rancour and animosity, on certain disputed tenets
of their faith, such as only a religious warfare could
excite. Either party was rcady to coalesce with the
new comers for the overthrow of their rivals; and the
Christians thus, in most of their earlier campaigns, were
sure of being able to count on the aid of one or other of
the rival factions. As, however, the power of the Tur-
komans became more and more consolidated, and oppo-
sing pretensions were concentrated in the person of a
single leader, the position of the Latins became annually
more and more precarious. The troops also which the
Saracens brought into the field had improved greatly
in their discipline during this period, the lessons taught
them by their European opponents were not thrown
away, and they eventually necarly, if not quite, equalled
those armies in their prowess and skill, which they
always vastly exceeded in numbers.

On the side of the Christians, the cause may be found
in the disunion existing between themselves. Instead
of a firm and steadfast alliance between their chiefs,
which constituted their only chance of retaining ultimate
safety ; they were prepared, at every trivial quarrel, and
{or each petty jealousy, to jeopardise the existence of the
kingdom. The disputes between the ecclesiastics and the
military Orders already alluded to, disputes originating
chiefly in the greed of the clergy, who were loth to see so
wealthy a community as that of St. John exempted from
the payment of tithes; and the jealousies latterly spring-
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ing upbetween that Order and the Templars*, for instead
of confining their rivalry to a friendly emulation whilst
combating against their common foe, they appeared more
intent upon thwarting and frustrating each other, than
in opposing the Saracen; were all so many contributing
causes to the final catastrophe.

That, in these quarrels and jealousies, the Order of St.
John wasalways in the right, it would be going too far to
assert ; still the history of the times clearly shows thatin
their disputes with the clergy they were most unjustly
attacked, and merely defended a privilege granted them
from the See of Rome, the common superior both of
themselves and the rival ecclesiastics; and as regards
their dissensions with the Templars, the conduct of that
Order during the latter part of this eventful period ren-
ders it very difficult ta decide the dispute in their
favour, against the pretensions of the Hospitallers, upon
whose fair fame no blot had as yet fallen, such as those
which had so deeply tarnished the escutcheon of their
rivals. The weight of contemporary evidence certainly
leans very decidedly in their favour.}

In a letter which the young and gallant Conrad of
Montferrat addressed to the archbishop of Canterbury,
whilst engaged in defending the city of Tyre from the
attack of the victorious Saladin, he says: “ All succour
is denied to me, and what is still worse, the Grand-Master
of the Templars has carried off the money, which the
king of England had sent for me. As to the Hospitallers,

* Vide Appendix, No. 10

t In a letier written by the Grand-Preceptor of the Temple to
Henry IL of England at this time, he bears testimony to the admir-
able conduct of the Order of the Hospital at this crisis, und the
exception made in their favour by Saladin. Vide Appendix, No. 9.
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I have nothing but praise to record of them, and I call
God and yourself to witness my gratitude towards them ;
for from the moment when they first took up arms in
the defence of this place, they have never ceased to render
the greatest possible service; and so far fromimitating the
Templars, by retaining that portion of the subsidy from
the king of England which they were bound to furnish,
they have, in addition, positively spent upwards of eight
thousand crowns of their own money in the defence of
Tyre.” Another anecdote of the period will also serve
to show the general estimation in which the Order of the
Templars washeld. Whilst Richard, king of England, was
in Normandy, on his road to the ‘East, a priest named
Fulke, vicar of Neuilly, who was addressing an exhorta-
tion to him, concluded his harangue with the impertinent
peroration, that, in order to succeed in his emprise, he
should lay aside those besetting sins, which he designated
his three daughters, namely, pride, avarice, and luxury.
The king at once retorted the accusation by replying:
“If I am compelled to part with these three daughters
of mine, I donot think I can provide for them in a more
suitable manner, than by bestowing the first of them on
the Templars, the second on the monastic orders, and
the third on the bishops of my realm.” It is impossible
to see so much concurrent testimony, from so many dif-
ferent impartial witnesses, without feeling that the two
Orders bad achieved a very different reputation, and
were regarded with very different feelings by the powers
of Christendom ; feelings which were not long in finding
a vent, and which fully accounted for the difference of
the fate which in after years befel them.
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CHAP. V.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HOSPITAL AT MARGAT. — RETIREMENT OF
THE LADIES OF THE ORDER TO EUROPE.—THE THIRD CRUSADE.-—
SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF ACRE.—GUY DE LUSIGNAN MADE KING OF
CYPRUS. -~ REFORMS OF ALPHONSO OF PORTUGAL. — HIS RESIGNATION
AND DEATH., — FOURTH CRUSADE. — CAPTURE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
BY THE LATINS. — DISSENSIONS BETWEEN . THE TEMPLARS AND
HOSPITALLERS. — ANDREW, KING OF HUNGARY, ADMITTED A KNIGHT
OF THE ORDER.— FIFTH CRUSADE.— SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF
DAMIETTA. — ADVANCE INTO EGYPT.—— FATAL RESULTS OF THE EX-
PEDITION.~—MARRIAGE OF THE EMPEROR FREDERIC WITH VIOLANTE.
— TREATY WITH THE SARACENS. — CORONATION OF FREDERIC AT
JERUSALEM.-— HIS RETURN TO EUROPE, AND PERSECUTION OF THE
MILITARY ORDERS.-—— ACCUSATIONS BROUGHT AGAINST THE KNIGHTS
OF ST. JOHN.

THE capture of Jerusalem, detailed at the close of the
last chapter, deprived the Order of St. John of that home
which for upwards of a century had constituted a shelter,
not only for themselves, but also for those among their
co-religionists whose misfortunes had caused them to seek
the aid of their charitable ministrations. The building
which, with such pious zeal and forethought, had been
originally appropriated to these kindly functions through
the liberality of the Amalfi merchants,once more reverted
to the possession of the Infidel, whence no succeeding
effort was able to wrest it. It is worthy of note, that,
after having remained thus estranged from its original
purposes during a period of upwards of 650 years, the
site of this Hospital has once more become a Christian
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possession, the present sultan of Turkey having made it
over to the French, as a mark of gratitude for the ser-
vices rendered by that nation in the memorable Crimean
struggle of 1854 —1855.

Thus rudely expelled from their home, the fraternity
betook themselves, diminished in number and with an
exhausted treasury, to Margat, a town which still
acknowledged the sway of the Christians. Within the
sheltering bulwarks of this fortress they established
their convent and hospital, and, as far as their reduced
finances permitted, continued to carry on those chari-
table duties which, during the most stirring times of war-
fare, had never been permitted to suffer neglect.

The Order may be considered at this period to have
reached a very low ebb; and to have approached so
nearly to extinction, from the numerous adverse circum-
stances with whichit had beendriven to contend, that itap-
pears somewhat marvellous it should have been possessed
of sufficient vitality to survive the blow. Whilst tracing
the course of its history through the four succeeding cen-
turies, we shall find it frequently overborne by the weight
of accumulated calamities, and apparently on the very
verge of destruction: but we shall as often find it rising
again, like the pheenix from its ashes; and as the giant
who, when wrestling with Hercules, received an accession
of strength from his mother earth after every fall, so
shall we find this illustrious Order, as soon as the dark
clouds which overhung its fortunes were dispersed,
springing up anew with increased vitality and redoubled
renown,. '

The ladies of the Order, rudely torn from their homes,
and unequal to cope with the hardships that must neces-
sarily have beset a further residence in Palestine, aban-
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doned the Holy Land for ever, and divided themselves
amongst their various branch establishments in Europe.
It has already been mentioned that they were possessed
of a very extensive settlement at Bucklands, in Somer-
setshire, the gift of Henry II. to the Hospital; and
hither came a great number of the wandering sister-
hood. The queen of Aragon had also shortly before,
with regal munificence, established an extensive nun-
nery at the village of Sixenne, near Saragossa, for the
accommodation of the ladies of St. John. This also
threw open its hospitable doors for the reception of all
those who sought its shelter; and here these pious de-
votees passed the remainder of their lives in the strictest
seclusion, mourning the loss of their sacred and long-
cherished homes, and bewailing the untimely fate of
those heroes of the Hospital who now lay cold and life-
less beneath the gory soil of Palestine.

The history of the Order, throughout its residence in
the East, was so closely connected with that of the
kingdom of Jerusalem, that it would have been difficult
to trace the progress of the one without entering into
some detail with regard to the other. Now, however,
that the fortunes of that kingdom have been followed,
from its first origin, through the various vicissitudes
which led to the loss of its capital city, the remainder
of its melancholy history may be glanced at more briefly,
bearing in mind that, in all the wars and struggles with
which the period was rife, the Hospitallers bore a no-
ble part, contending with unflagging zeal against ever-
increasing obstacles.

The incidents which marked the third Crusade have
been so frequently recorded, and are so well known to
all readers, that they call but for a passing remark in
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these pages. Boasting among its leaders no less than
four crowned heads, the emperor of Germany, Richard
of England, Philip Augustus of France, and Leopold
of Austria, this expedition found Guy de Lusignan
roused from the torpor into which he had been plunged
by the destruction of his kingdom, and engaged in the
sicge of Acre, aided by the military Orders. This city,
the Ptolemais of the Romans, was the most important
maritime post on the shores of Syria, and had opened
its gates to the Saracen army without resistance after
the disastrous conflict of Tiberias. For three years,
from the date of its first investment, was its defence
maintained, despite all the gallantry of the besiegers,
led on as they were during the latter portion of the
time by the lion-hearted Richard himself. At the .
expiration, however, of that period, the efforts of the
. Christian army were crowned with success, and the
town was driven to surrender.

Hither, as soon as order was in some degree restored,
the Hospitallers removed their convent from Margat;
and it was in this new establishment that Ermengard
Daps peacefully breathed his last, in the year 1192.
The siege of Acre ‘may be noted for the formation of a
fourth military Order, which during its progress was
called into existence. This fraternity, which received
the name of the Teutonic Order, was composed exclu-
sively of Germans. Their dress consisted of a white
mantle with a black cross embroidered in gold ; and the
rules of their governance were in close approximation
to those of the Hospitallers and Templars.

The capture of Acre led to no further successes on
the part of the Christian army; dissensions, such as
must ever be ready to spring up in a force composed of



THE ENIGHTS OF MALTA. 113

so many anomalous and heterogeneous materials, soon
arose, and the length of time during which the siege
was protracted exhausted the enthusiasm of the army.
Most of its leaders had already, on various pretences,
returned to Europe, and the city had no sooner fallen
into their hands, than a vast proportion of the remainder
followed their contagious example. In vain Richard of
England strove to keep together the few remaining
fragments of the expedition; not even his fiery energy
and dauntless perseverance could overcome the reluc-
tance with which any further advance into the country
was undertaken ; so that he was at length, much against
his own desire, driven to conclude a truce with Saladin,
and to abandon the cause which he had so much at
heart, and in which he personally had reaped such an
ample meed of glory.

On the demise of Ermengard Daps at Acre, a knight
named Godfrey of Duisson was elected in his place,
whose lineage and nation appear to be very uncertain,
though some writers affirm that he originally came from
Picardy. Shortly after his accession an event occurred
which, for a few short years, gave a little breathing time
to the shattered fragments of the Latin kingdom. The
renowned Saladin, that terror of the Christians whose
ruthless scimitar had drunk the life’s blood of so many
of their number, and had torn the sacred city from their
enfeebled grasp, died in 1193, leaving his empire to be
divided amongst his eleven sons. As may readily be
imagined, such a legacy, like the famed apple of the
Goddess of Discord, kindled flames of civil commotion
from end to end of the newly consolidated Saracen
empire. Had this internecine warfare been permitted

VOL. I. I
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to continue for any length of time, it is very probable
that the Latins might have been enabled to re-establish
themselves with greater durability, and more extended
empire than before ; but, unfortunately for the prospects
of the Christian cause, Saffradin, brother of the deceased
chicftain, taking advantage of his nephews’ struggles
against each other, overpowered them in detail, and re-
organised the empire on a basis nearly as extensive as
it had been during the reign of his brother.

While these events, however, were occurring, the
Latins found time to make such preparations as were in
their power, to secure their few remaining possessions
from the attacks of the Infidel. Richard of England
having, on his road to the Holy Land, touched at Cyprus,
had been by its monarch refused permission to enter the
harbour, or to refit at the island. Irate with this un-
called for want of hospitality, Richard, who was not a
monarch to submit tamely to insult under any circum-
stances, and who was at this moment supported by a
large force, immediately seized the island by storm,
bringing away the king and his daughter prisoners in
his train to Acre. Whilst, however, he was loading the
father with chains of silver *, he was, if ancient scandal
may be credited, himself becoming entangled in the rosy
bonds of love by the daughter. Be this as it may, he
eventually bestowed her hand, and with it the kingdom
of Cyprus, on Guy de Lusignan, whose position had
become of that dubious nature, that he was not above
wedding with the cast off mistress of the king when

* The king of Cyprus murmured bitterly at being secured, like a
common prisoner, with iron fetters. Richard, with sarcastic irony,
directed chains of silver to be substituted ; and, strange to say, the
vain and weak-minded prince appeared much gratified at the change.
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coupled with a throne, though only of such limited
extent as that of Cyprus.

At Guy’s death, his brother Almeric succeeded to
that crown, and was shortly afterwards, through the
good offices of the Hospitaller Godfrey, united to Isa-
bella, the widow, successively, of Conrad and of the
Count of Champagne, and at the same time the
divorced wife of Humphrey of Thorom. As at Guy’s
death this princess became his undoubted successor to
the crown of Jerusalem, Almeric, by his marriage,
succeeded in establishing his claim to the dignity, des-
titute though it was of all the attributes of a kingdom.
In order to enable him to reside constantly in Palestine,
where his presence was most imperatively called for, to
hold together the few remaining possessions which still
acknowledged his sway, the two military Orders under-
took to protect the island of Cyprus on his behalf, and
to guarantee its retention under his government. This
island, from its position, formed a most advantageous
base of operations, from whence to support the isolated
posts still held by the Christians in Palestine, and
strong detachments from both Orders were sent there
to insure its safety from aggression.

The chronology of these times is so very obscure,
that it is an absolute impossibility to trace, with
exactitude, the dates at which each change in the
government of the Hospital took place. None of the
fraternity, at this early period, seem ever to have un-
dertaken the task of chronicling the achievements of them-
selves and of their companions in arms: we are, there-
fore, totally dependent on such writers as have treated
generally of the fortunes of the kingdom of Palestine,
and of the numerous Crusades by which it was from -

12
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time to time supported. The military Orders are only
very cursorily mentioned, and the most confusing con-
tradictions in names and dates constantly occur,
rendering it very difficult to determine which are
most probable to be correct. Godfrey appears to have
died in 1194, and to have been succeeded by Alphonso
of Portugal. This Knight laid claim to belong to the
royal family of Portugal, since the inscription on his
tomb, which was erected by himself during his life-
time, ran thus: ¢ Alphonso, master of the holy Hos-
pital of Jerusalem, son of the king of Portugal,” &c. &c.
As, however, the history of Portugal makes no mention
of such a scion of the royal family, it is probable
that, even could he boast of royal blood in his veins, it
was sullied by the bar sinister.

The advent of Alphonso was the signal for the most
rigid reform in the constitution of the Order. The cen-
tury which had elapsed since their first establishment
had brought many changes in the habits and mode of
life of the period, by the introduction of luxuries which,
during its earlier times, had been unknown. The
Hospitallers had followed in the tide of progress; and
advancing civilisation, with its softening influences, had
produced many innovations by no means in accordance
with the rigid code of regulations framed by the austere
Raymond du Puy. Alphonso was one of those men
so common in every station, and in all ages, who,
without discernment sufficient to mark the signs of the
times, are determined to abide rigidly by the rules
of their forefathers. Need we look far to see many
a parallel to this blindness and obstinacy, even in our
own times? It is, however, utterly vain for any one
man to attempt opposing himself to the stream of pro-
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gress ever rolling onwards; and nothing short of
complete isolation from all communication with the
surrounding world, would have enabled the Hospitallers
to conform to the antiquated views of their bigoted
chief. Rules, which in the days of Raymond merely
engendered simplicity of life and the absence of vain
and ostentatious pomp, would, if enforced a century
later, have involved a degree of austerity never con-
templated by him. Impressed, however, with the
necessity of a rigid observance of the oaths taken on
his accession to office, Alphonso at once commenced
to enforce the discipline originally ordained by Ray-
mond.

In this endeavour he met with the most vehement
opposition from the council where his intentions were
promulgated, and so strenuously and pertinaciously
were the objections of the fraternity urged, that he
completely lost all control over his temper; and thun-
dering forth from the presidential chair the imperious
mandate, “I will be obeyed, and that without reply,”
he attempted to silence remonstrance by an appeal to
his authority. Language such as this had not of late
years been heard at the council board, and an imme-
diate outcry proclaimed the resentment of the members.
Open rebellion promptly succeeded to remonstrance, and
Alphonso was, ere long, taught that the estimate he had
formed of his magisterial power was greatly exagge-
rated. Disgusted at the failure of his attempt, and
cowed by the storm of opposition which he had raised,
he resigned his post, abandoned the Holy Land, and
retired to Portugal; where he shortly afterwards fell
in an engagement, during one of the civil wars of
that nation.

13
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The attempts made by the powers of Western Europe
to restore the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem to somewhat
of its pristine vigour were, during the first half of the
thirteenth century, extremely numerous; and had they
been properly directed, and never diverted to any other
object than that for which they were organised, they
must have succeeded in the perfect re-establishment
of that kingdom. The history of the times, however,
is filled with the petty jealousies and the rancorous
hatreds which were perpetually arising to thwart any
vigorous or concerted movement; and wave after
wave surged upon the shores of Palestine, to be driven
back, more through their own impatience, than the
power of the Infidel. One of these expeditions, di-
verted from its original purpose, turned its arms against
the city of Constantinople; and, wresting it from the
enfecbled grasp of the Byzantine dynasty, converted
it for a brief space into a Latin kingdom, the crown
of which was given to Baldwin, Count of Flanders.

Meanwhile Almeric had died, leaving vacant the
two thrones of Jerusalem and Cyprus; the former of
which was inherited by Mary, daughter of Isabella by
her first spouse. It was the unhappy lot of Palestine,
at a time when she most had need of a clear head and a
firm hand to guide her councils and rule her armies,
that her crown should be worn either by women or by
children. To obviate the evils likely to result from
female sway at so critical a moment, a deputation was
sent to Philip Augustus of France, requesting him to
nominate a prince who should receive the hand of the
new queen, and with it the crown of Jerusalem. John
of Brienne, Count of Vienna, was by Philip selected as
a prince worthy of this heritage of danger and glory ;
and immediately’ upon; liis carrival in’ thie) Holy Land
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he was united to Mary, and assumed the sway of his
attenuated realm.

While these changes were variously affecting Pales-
tine, the dissensions between the two Orders of the
Hospital and Temple, which had long been smouldering
with ill-disguised virulence, burst forth into open hos-
tility. There had during many years existed a deep-
seated feeling of jealousy between the rival fraternities,
a jealousy rendered the more rancorous on the part of
the Templars from a feeling of inferiority on the score
of wealth and worldly aggrandisement.  Matthew
Paris, who, as a contemporary historian, is worthy of
eredit in the matter, estimates the property of the
Hospital in the various states of Europe, at the com-
mencement of the thirteenth century, to have reached
19,000 manors, whilst that of the Temple only amounted
to 9000. The term manor in those days was used to
signify that portion of land which could be tilled by one
yoke of oxen. This great difference in point of wealth,
marking as it did the superior estimation in which the
first-named Order was held throughout Christendom,
naturally excited the most hostile feelings amongst their
rivals, and this at last found a vent in open warfare.

In close proximity to the town of Margat, where, as
has already been related, the Hospitallers established
their convent after their expulsion from Jerusalem by
Saladin, stood a castle possessed by a Knight named
Robert de Margat, who held the property as a vassal to
the Hospitallers, and acknowledged them to be his feudal
lords. To this castle the Templars laid claim, and,
supporting their pretensions by force, seized upon the
disputed property. Robert de Margat immediately
claimed the protection of the Hospitallers, whose vassal

14
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he considered himself to be; and these latter, incensed at
the unprovoked outrage committed - by their rivals,
mustercd their forces, sallied forth from their neigh-
bouring establishment at Margat, and retook the post by
storm. From this moment a systematic warfare sprang
up between the Orders, and the most sanguinary com-
bats ensued. Utterly oblivious of the vows they had
taken at their profession, and of the obligations then
imposed upon them, they turned those swords which had
been consecrated to the sacred cause of religion, with
fratricidal rage, against each other; and, throughout the
length and breadth of the land, men’s hearts were filled
with dismnay at the lamentable spectacle thus afforded.
Alarmed at the imminent danger likely to accrue from
this ill-timed antagonism on the part of those who had
hitherto been the most energetic, and oftentimes the only
defenders of the kingdom, the patriarch and the other
ccclesiastics appealed to the Pope for his interference
in the matter. That prelate, after having heard the
opposing claims of the deputies which both Orders had
despatched to Rome in their defence, decided that nei-
ther party was free from blame. The Hospitallers had
acted unjustifiably and in opposition to the rules of
their Order, in endeavouring to redress by force of arins
the wrong which they considered had been done them
and, on the other hand, the claims of the Templars over
the castle in question were unfounded. Under these
circumstances, he directed that, in the first place, the
Hospitallers should retire from the disputed property,
leaving it in the possession of the Templars, who, in
their turn, should restore it to Robert de Margat at the
expiration of one month. Matters were thus at length
amicably settled, and a temporary truce, since peace it
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could scarcely be called, was established between the
rival factions.

John of Brienne, having failed in his efforts to carry
with him to the East an army sufficiently powerful to
cstablish the rights to which he had become entitled by
his marriage with the young queen of Jerusalem, im-
plored the Pope to aid him in this critical juncture.
Innocent III., who at this time ruled the See of Rome,
entered warmly into his wishes, and supported by Robert
de Courgon, an English ecclesiastic who partook largely
of the enthusiastic zeal of St. Bernard and Peter the
Hermit, he caused a Crusade to be preached in every
cathedral and church throughout Western Christendom.

The first results of these efforts showed themselves in
the force which in the year 1216, with Andrew, king of
Hungary, at its head, made its way to the East. At
Cyprus Andrew met the Master of the Hospitallers,
with whom he had appointed a rendezvous in that island;
and, escorted by his fleet of galleys, they proceeded in
company to Acre. Here he refused the palace which
the king of Jerusalem had prepared for his reception,
preferring to take up his abode in the convent of St.
John. He was indeed so impressed with the admirable
manner in which the duties of the Hospital were con-
ducted in that city, as well as at Margat, which he like-
wise visited, that he announced his desire of becoming
enrolled as one of its members. Anomalous as it may
appear, for a monarch, whilst swaying the destinies of
an empire, to take upon himself the vows of obedience,
poverty, and chastity, his desire was complied with, and
the ceremony of investiture completed. Thus the king
of Hungary became the first crowned head who had
been received as a Knight-Hospitaller of Jerusalem
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and he celebrated the event by a becoming act of dota-
tion, settling upon the Order an annuity of seven hun-
dred silver marks, secured upon the salt mines of his
kingdom.

His brief sojourn in Palestine was, however, productive
of little or no good to the kingdom : his was a mind far
too unstable for any grand enterprise, and, ere he had
been three months at the head of his forces, the mere
impulse of restlessness, aided, as some writers assert, by
grief at the assassination of his queen, the news of
which had reached him during his stay at Cyprus, caused
him to abandon the war, and, despite all the threats of ex-
communication fulminated against him by the patriarch,
he returned to Europe.

John of Brienne was not deterred by this defection
from carrying on his struggle for empire. Fresh bodies
of Crusaders having made their appearance from Europe,
it was decided that siege should be laid to Damietta, then
considered the key to Egypt, and this was accordingly
commenced in the month of May, A.p. 1218, the military
Orders as usual occupying a conspicuous position in the
van of the army. During its continuance, the sultan of
Egypt, doubtful of the powers of resistance which the
place afforded, and dreading lest its fall should occasion
the loss of his entire kingdom, proposed a treaty to the
Christian powers, in virtue of which, Jerusalem and the
whole of Palestine, with two exceptions, were to revert
to Latin dominion, and all prisoners in the hands of the
sultan were to be released, provided the siege of Damietta
was raised, and the invasion of Egypt abandoned. John
of Brienne and most of his nobility, including the
Master of the Hospitallers, were urgent in their desire
that this most advantageous treaty should be accepted;
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but the Papal legate, Pelagius, who had usurped the most
unlimited authority in the allied camp, was of a different
opinion, and in this he was joined by the Templars,
whose animosity to their rivals of the Hospital was such,
that the mere fact of the latter having expressed them-
selves in favour of the acceptance of the treaty proposed
by the sultan was in itself sufficient to cause them to
urge its rejection. The opinion of Pelagius, backed as
it was by the Templars, gained the day; the offers of
the sultan were disdainfully rejected, and the siege was
pushed on with redoubled vigour; without, however,
the further assistance of John of Brienne, who for a
time absented himself in dudgeon from an army of
which he was indeed the nominal head, but where, in
point of fact, the imperious legate ruled with absolute
power. :

After a defence protracted through upwards of a
year, Damietta fell into the hands of the Christians,
more on account of the complete exhaustion of its
defenders, than from the efforts of its assailants. Its
population, which at the commencement of the siege
numbered upwards of seventy thousand inhabitants,
could at its close barely muster three thousand; and
the Christians, as they entered the place, found it nothing
but one vast grave.

Fresh divisions arose-in the councils of the army on
the capture of Damietta. The king, who had by this
time returned to his post, the Hospitallers, and those
who had all along supported his views, contended
strongly in favour of an advance on Jerusalem ; whilst
the legate, the Templars, and their party, were equally
urgent in advising a penetration into the heart of Egypt,
and the complete overthrow of that monarchy, as being
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the most certain method of permanently securing the
safety of the Latin kingdom. The latter gained the
day; and the army, turning its back upon the sacred
city, advanced into Egypt, accompanied by the king,
who, though feeling most bitterly the secondary position
in which he found himself placed, could not bring him-
self to abandon a cause in which he had so much
at stake.

The Christians boldly pushed their way into the midst
of the small islands comprising the delta of the Nile,
the Egyptian forces retreating before them; but here
they found a new and invincible enemy prepared to
combat against them. The sultan, having caused the
banks of the river to be broken down, flooded the whole
country, and completely surrounded the Latin forces
with an impassable lake. Advance or retreat were
equally impracticable, whilst to remain where they
were entailed certain and immediate starvation. In
this unfortunate dilemina, brought on completely by the
ignorance and presumption of Pelagius, the Christians
had no resource but to enter into a composition with
the enemy; and they were at length driven to purchase
their liberty by the surrender of all their recent ac-
quisitions. Damietta was restored to the Egyptians;
the army returned to Acre; and thus fruitlessly ended
a campaign which at one time bade fair to lead to the
complete restoration of the kingdom of Palestine.

The unfortunate result of this expedition, however,
could not dismay the high spirit of the people of
Western Kurope; and they at once prepared for further
and still more energetic efforts for the recovery of
Jerusalem. Herman de Saltza, the head of the Teu-
tonic Order, returned to Europe to solicit aid from the
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German emperor Frederic. Ie proposed to that po-
tentate that he should marry Violante, the daughter
and heiress of John of Brienne, at this time twelve
years of age; and it was conceived that her father
could be readily induced to resign his crown in favour
of his new son-in-law. Flattered with this prospect,
and tempted by the kingdom thus tendered for his
acceptance, Frederic, with the sanction of the Pope,
espoused Violante; and John of Brienne, weary of a
throne which existed but in name, resigned all his pre-
tensions in his favour.

Delays of various natures caused a period of five
years to elapse before Frederic found himself on the
shores of Syria ; and, during this time, the ill feeling
which had been gradually growing up between himself
and the Pope broke into open hostilities. A sentence of
excommunication was fulminated against the emperor,
ostensibly on account of the delays which had interfered
with his Crusade; and he, in his turn, invaded and
ravaged the Papal dominions. Undeterred, however,
by these ecclesiastical thunders, and whilst still lying
under the anathema of his Holiness, Frederic proceeded
to Palestine, accompanied by a considerable force in
1228 ; and prepared at once to march into the interior
of the country.

A difficulty at first arose with the military Orders,
who were unwilling to render any aid to a prince who
had been placed beyond the pale of the Church, and to
whom the Pope had forbidden them to render any
assistance whatever. Eventually, however, matters
were amicably arranged between them; and the army
proceeded on its march to Jerusalem, meeting with no
opposition on the part of the Saracens. Camel, the
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sultan of Egypt, dreading the ambition of his brother.
Coradinus, and anxious consequently to ingratiate him-
self with the new comers, made overtures of peace to
the emperor; and thus, without striking a blow,
Frederic was enabled to conclude a treaty on behalf of
the Christians, far more advantageous than any which
his predecessors had extorted from the hand of the
Infidel. Jerusalem, Jaffa, Bethlehem, and Nazareth
were restored to the Latins ; and the Holy Sepulchre
was to be once more free to their pilgrims, with the sole
proviso that the followers of Mahomet were likewise to
have uninterrupted access to the sacred spot, which they
had named the Mosque of Omar. Whilst at Jerusalem,
Frederic caused himself to be crowned in this church;
but, owing to the ecclesiastical ban under which ke lay,
none of the clerical dignitaries of the kingdom, or of
the Orders of the Hospital and Temple, assisted at the
ceremony. The Teutonic Knights, however, preferring
their temporal to their ecclesiastical allegiance, sup-
ported the emperor throughout, and their Grand-
Master pronounced a laudatory oration at the close of
the coronation ceremony.

This latter Order had, ever since its formation during
the siege of Acre, rendered the most vital assistance to
the feeble state; and acting, as it invariably did, in con-
junction with the two others, it most justly shared
with them the glory which the protracted defence of
the relics of that kingdom had earned. From the date,
however, of Frederi¢’s return to Europe, the assistance
rendered by the Teutonic Knights was lost to Palestine.
Following in the train of their emperor, they returned
to Germany, where their achievements, though fre-
quently glorious and worthy of record, have no
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further place in these pages.* It is asserted by
the imperial writers that, during Frederic’s stay
in Jerusalem, a most foul and treasonous conspiracy
was entered into between the Hospitallers and Tem-
plars to betray him into the hands of the Sara-
cens, to which disgraceful act they were instigated
by his bitter enemy the Pope. This treachery was
discovered through the magnanimity of the sultan of
Egypt, who, with a righteous indignation at the authors
of so disgraceful a plot, lost no time in making the
emperor acquainted with the entire project. That there
was some truth in the allegation appears, from col-
lateral evidence, to be too true; although many of the
Papal writers have not hesitated to assert that the story
had its origin in the fertile brain of Frederic himself,
who was anxious to frame some plausible pretext for
abandoning an enterprise into which he had been forced
by the remonstrances of the Pope, sorely against his
own inclination. The discovery of this disgraceful
conspiracy in a great measure accounts for, nay even
to some extent excuses, the animosity with which
Frederic ever after regarded those Orders, and the per-
secutions and extortions to which he subjected them.
Matthew DParis, however, whilst recording the fact,
expressly mentions that the infamy of the action lay in
a less degree with the Hospitallers than the Templars ;
though he is silent as to the facts upon which he founds
the distinction thus made between them. The historians
of those ages were not exempt from the faults of later
writers, in distorting facts in order to make them accord

* A few members of the Order remained in Palestine until the final
expulsion of the Latins from its shores; and they are mentioned as
sharing in the defence of Acre, but the main body retired with Frederic.
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with their prejudices; and events were then, as now,
depicted very differently when regarded through op-
posing mediums. Thus we find those who wrote in the
imperial interest averring that, by the treaty entered
into with the Saracens by Frederic, the Christians were
once more placed on as advantageous a footing as that
which they held before the ill-fated battle of Tiberias;
whilst the Papal writers assert that it formed an ex-
press stipulation in the treaty that the fortifications of
Jerusalem, which had been razed by the Saracens during
the siege of Damietta, should not be restored; thus
rendering the possession of the city by the Christians
an absolute nullity. This stipulation is also distinctly
alluded to by Abulfeda, and the fact that no attempts
were made to restore the walls of the place during its
brief reoccupation by the Latins appears to corroborate
the statement.

As soon as Frederic had thus formally established his
claim to the throne by the act of coronation performed
in Jerusalem, he returned to Europe where his pre-
sence was urgently required, pledging himself, however,
to maintain a considerable force for the protection of
Palestine. Whilst these events were occurring, several
changes had taken place in the governance of the Order
of St. John. At the resignation of Alphonso of Por-
tugal in 1195, Jeffrey Le Rat, a knight of the French
language, was elected in his place, who, by the mildness
of his government and the urbanity of his conduct,
was not long in restoring that peace and unanimity in
their councils %o rudely disturbed by the violent reforms
of Alphonso. Jeffrey died in 1207, and was in his
turn succeeded by Guérin de Montagu, of the language
of Auvergne. It was during his Mastership that both
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the Crusades lately recorded took place, and he bore a
prominent and glorious part throughout them. He
lived until the year 1230, thus enjoying his dignities
for a period of twenty-three years, a longer rule than
that of any Knight who had been elected since the
death of the venerable Raymond du Puy.

Bertrand de Texis succeeded Guerin at a time when
the affairs of the unfortunate kingdom were ina state of
confusion even still more lamentable than that which
was the usual lot of this precarious monarchy. The
Emperor Frederic had found, upon his return to Europe,
that the constant warfare in which he was engaged
against the Pope, prevented him from sending those
succours which on leaving Palestine he had faithfully
promised to the council of the realm. His wife Violante
had lately died in giving birth to a son, named Conrad,
who was through her heir to the crown of Jerusalem.
In the absence of the infant prince and his father, rival
claimants appeared to dispute his title; and the scan-
dalous injustice with which the emperor was at this
time treating the military Orders, whose European pro-
perty he was seizing, pillaging, and confiscating, where-
ever it was exposed to the violence of his power, ren-
dered it but natural that they should avail themselves
of this opportunity for revenge. To their credit, how-
ever, it is recorded, that in spite of the ill usage which
they had been receiving at his hands, they nevertheless
remained true to their allegiance to him as their legiti-
mate sovereign, under all provocations, and in the teeth
of the seductive temptations held out to them by his
rivals. The Pope felt so deeply on the subject of these
wanton aggressions on the part of the emperor, that he
addressed a special letter to him on the subject, exhort-
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ing him to make to both Orders immediate restitution,
upon the plea of the good service which they were daily
rendering in the protection of the tottering kingdom of
Palestine.®

This letter is the more important in an historical point
of view, because in it the Pope warmly extols the military
Orders, and appears to consider their conduct worthy of
the highest approbation and sympathy ; whereas we find
him only eight years later writing in the most vehement
strain to the Master Bertrand de Comps, and making the
gravest possible charges against the discipline of the
fraternity. In this document he accuses them, on the
faith as he asserts of undeniable authority, of harbouring
within their convents women of loose character, of
possessing individually private property in opposition to
their vow of poverty, and of assisting the enemies of the
Church with horses and arms, together with a long cata-
logue of other crimes, evidently collected together by
their inveterate and implacable enemies the ecclesiastics
of Palestine.

It is more than probable that some portion of these
accusations may have been founded in truth. We have
already seen Alphonso of Portugal endeavouring to in-
troduce reforms into his convent, and losing his magis-
terial dignity in consequence; we may also safely con-
clude that the haughty spirits which so vehemently
resisted his energetic measures had not become curbed
during the milder rule of his successors. Yet it seems
impossible to review all the concurrent testimony which
bears upon the question, without feeling that the gravity

* Vide Appendix, No. 11,
t Vide Appendix, No. 12,
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of these charges is in no way borne out by the facts.
Twenty years had barely elapsed since the king of Hun-
gary, who, whilst residing at the convent, had had every
opportunity of judging as to the regularity and decorum
of their conduct, expressed himself so highly edified by
what he there witnessed that he caused himself to be
enrolled as a member of the fraternity. Twelve years
later again we find, as above stated, the Pope himself
once more reiterating his approbation of their conduct,
thus ratifying the oft-expressed sanction of his predeces-
sors; an approbation which could hardly have been ex-
torted had such crying irregularities as those denoted in
his second letter at that time existed ; noris it probable
that these vices, so scandalous in their nature, and
bearing such barefaced effrontery in their practice,
could have gained a footing in the short space of eight
years; it may therefore safely be concluded that, whilst
in all probability such irregularities may have crept
into the convent as would render a reform highly
advisable, still that the crimes detailed with such male-
volent emphasis in the Pope’s letter to Bertrand, were for
the most part the offspring of calumny.

It may not be amiss, while on this topic, to draw
attention to the numerous members of the Order who,
at this identical time, were earning for themselves,
through the extreme sanctity of their lives, and the
rigid austerity which they practised, the high honour
of canonisation; an honour which, in those days,
marked a life distinguished by a steady and resolute
withdrawal from the lax morality of the age. Amongst
these beatified personages may be noted Ubaldesca,
a sister of the Order who passed her life in the convent
of Carraja. IHer sanctity was such that miracles had

X 2
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been frequently attributed to her during her life; and
she was especially reputed to have, on one occasion,
rivalled that performed by our Lord at the marriage
feast at Cana. After her decease, which occurred
in 1206, her body performed divers pilgrimages: a
common fate for saints, to whose mortal remains the
piety of succeeding generations very frequently denies
that rest, the acknowledged privilege of the tomb,
which is enjoyed without disturbance by the more
humble and sinful section of humanity. During the
grandmastership of Verdala, the sacred relics of  this
pious lady were transported to Malta, where they were
deposited in the conventual church of St. John, and
became an especial object of devotion among the faith-
ful, certain indulgences having been, at Verdala’s re-
quest, granted by the Pope to all worshippers at her
shrine. Here she still remains, and it is to be hoped
will be permitted to rest in peace, until the last trump
shall once more summon her from her narrow bed.
About the same time, another sister of the Order,
named Veronese, started into celebrity from her ex-
traordinary devotion to the services of the Hospital.
This lady’s beauty was only to be equalled by her piety
and chastity, which latter virtue appears to have been
always so pre-eminent that, according to the veracious
legend which records her life, three young men, who,
upon one occasion, dazzled by her charms, forgot the
respect due to her sex and profession, were struck dead
at her feet; she, however, with that merciful charity,
so natural to her sex, caused them, by her prayers, to be
restored to life, when it is to be hoped that they

became imbued with a due sense of the wickedness of
their ways.
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And, lest it should be supposed that it was only
amongst the ladies of the Order that this devotion
and sanctity were to be found, history has also em-
balmed the names of many members of the rougher
sex who, in addition to all the chivalric exercises of
their profession, rivalled in their religious zeal the
piety even of this fair sisterhood. Conspicuous on
the roll were Hugh, head of the commandery of Genoa.
Gerard Mecati, whose virtues are recorded by Paul
Mimi, in his treatise on the nobilities of Florence; and
Gerland of Poland, who was attached to the court of the
Emperor Frederic, in the interests of his Order, where
he set an edifying example to the dissolute courtiers
of that prince, such as completely established his own
reputation for sanctity, without, however, it is to be
feared, having worked any striking reformation amongst
the gay libertines by whom he was surrounded ; and
who were quite content to venerate him without being
in any way tempted to follow his example.

It is difficult to conceive that whilst such shining
lights as these were constantly emanating from the
bosom of the society, and considered themselves pri-
vileged in dwelling within the circle of its influence,
there could be anything radically amiss in its con-
stitution. That most of the accusations brought
against them were engendered by the malicious jealousy
of their opponents appears to be the most rational
solution of the question, and we are justified in still con-
sidering the Order of St. John at this period, even
whilst we admit a serious deviation from the earnest
and simple devotion of its founder, to have been a
pattern for the age, and an admirable school, in which
the youthful devotees of Europe were enabled to find

K. 3



134 A HISTORY OF

a free vent for the religious enthusiasm with which
they were fired, without the necessity of placing any
curb upon their martial ardour, at the same time that
they beheld, amidst their leading dignitaries, a most
praiseworthy example for their pious emulation.
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CHAP. VI

REOCCUPATION OF JERUSALEM BY THE CHRISTIANS.—THEIR EXPUL-
SION BY THE KORASMINS. — BATTLE OF GAZA. — DEATH OF VILLE-
BRIDE AND ELECTION OF CHATEAUNEUF. — REFORMS IN THE
ORDER. — CRUSADES OF ST. LOUIS. —SANGUINARY COMBAT BETWEEN
THE HOSPITALLERS AND TEMPLARS. — SIEGE OF MARGAT.— SIEGE
AND FALL OF ACRE.

BerTRAND DE TEXIS, whose election in 1230 was notified
in the preceding chapter, died in the following year;
and of the career of his suecessor, Guerin or Guarin,
nothing is known worthy of record, the very date of his
decease being doubtful. It is, however, in most chro-
nologies placed in the year 1236, when Bertrand de
Comps was elected to the post of sixteenth Master,
which office he retained till the year 1241.

In addition to the Pope’s attack on the discipline and
morals of the Order with which the reader is already
acquainted, Bertrand witnessed the third reoccupation
of Jerusalem by the Latins. Their brief tenure of this
city, after the treaty of Frederic with the sultan of
Egypt had been arranged, was brought to a speedy close
by the latter potentate, who, on the expiration of that
treaty, rejected all attempts at a renewal of its pro-
visions, and drove the defenceless and helpless Chris-
tians out of the place. In 1240, however, Richard of
Cornwall, brother to Henry 111., king of England, made
his appearance at Acre, accompanied by a strong body
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of English Crusaders; a council, which was held at
Spoletto in 1234, having decreed that another vigorous
effort should be made to rescue the sacred province from
Infidel domination. Divers causes had interfered to
prevent the earlier arrival of this armament, but on its
debarkation at Acre the earl was surprised at learning
that the Count of Champagne, who had preceded him
with the French Croisés, had, after. being worsted in
action by the sultan of Damascus, concluded a treaty
so disadvantageous to the Christian cause, that none of
their leaders, with the exception of the Templars, con-
sented to accept its provisions.

Upon the arrival of Richard at the scene of action, he
prepared at once to take the field, and from the energy
of his character, and the force which he had at his com-
mand, the most sanguine hopes were entertained of his
success. The sultan of Egypt, in whose possession the
sacred city and its environs still remained, and who
was at this time embarked in a war against the sultan
of Damascus, felt that the time was most inopportnne
for resisting the demands of the new comers; he, there-
fore, without waiting for any aggressive movements on
the part of Richard, offered to him a treaty by which
he bound himself to restore to the Christians the cities
of Jerusalem, Beritus, Nazareth, and Bethlehem, as well
as Mount Thabor, and nearly all the remainder of the
Holy Land. This treaty was accepted by Richard, with
the approbation and by the advice of the dignitaries
of the kingdom, including the Hospitallers, and its pro-
visions were at once carried into effect ; the cities men-
tioned being given over to the Latins, and immediately
reoccupied by them. Upon this occasion there were no
restrictions imposed as to the fortifying of the city, and
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as it was felt that it was impossible the place could be
held in security without the adoption of prompt mea-
sures, the most strenuous exertions were on all sides
made to place the city in a defensible state. For this
purpose the coffers of the Hospital were drained to their
last farthing, and the power of the Order strained to the
uttermost to further the great work.

The Templars, however, indignant that their previous
treaty with the sultan of Damascus should have been
repudiated by the Hospitallers, in their turn now re-
fused to associate themselves in the treaty of the lat-
ter with the sultan of Egypt; and thus the absurd and
fatal anomaly was to be witnessed of the two Orders
remaining each at war with a prince with whom the
other was in close alliance. To this unfortunate division
much of the fatal result of their next campaign is to be
attributed, a result which Bertrand de Comps was not
doomed to witness, he having in 1241 died of the
wounds which he received in an action against the
Turkomans, who had made an irruption into the terri-
tories of the prince of Antioch, and whose complete rout
cast a halo of glory over the chivalric end of the gallant
and aged Master.

The short rule of his successor, Peter de Villebride,
was marked by events most disastrous to the fortunes
of the kingdom and of the Order, at whose head the
unanimous voice of the fraternity had placed him. A
savage horde, who dwelt near the shores of the Caspian
Sea, known by the name of Korasmins, having been
driven from their own wild fastnesses by the Mogul
Tartars, poured over the neighbouring countries
with the resistless impetuosity of a flood. The leader
of this torrent of burbarians was Barbacan, a gene-
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ral whose skill in war and intelligence in the art of
government were such as to raise him in the scale of
civilisation far above his wild followers. The sultan of
BEgypt, naturally fearful of the inroads of this rapacious
swarm, and dreading lest they should turn their steps
in the direction of his territories, endeavoured to divert
the impetuosity of the current into another channel;
and with a selfishness which the circumstances of the
case rendered pardonable, he determined on sacrificing
his weaker neighbours to the safety of his own kingdom.
With this view he suggested to Barbacan that he would
find but little difficulty in seizing upon the Latin pos-
sessions in Syria, and in order still further to induce
him to turn his steps in that direction, he offered to
assist him with a subsidiary force in the undertaking.
This proposition was not of a character likely to meet
with much opposition on the part of a man in the posi-
tion of Barbacan, who, expelled from his own mountain
home, had the wide world before him, and to whom it was
perfectly immaterial whether his foe were Christian or
Moslem, provided always that they were weaker than
himself, and the prospect of booty sufficiently tempting
to render the enterprise lucrative.

On, therefore, came the new foe, overrunning and
ravaging the unfortunate province, which had but just
returned to the domination of the Latins, and which
was still suffering most severely from the effects of the
constant and desperate struggles which it had been
doomed to witness. Every effort, which the brief space
of timne permitted, had been made by the Hospitallers to
place the sacred city once more in a defensible position ;
and, had a longer warning been vouchsafed to them,
they would doubtless have succeeded in making such
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an obstinate defence, that the undisciplined bands of the
Korasmins would have shattered themselves in vain
against the ramparts. As it was, however, only a few
feeble earthworks had as yet risen; and, behind these,
the military Orders felt that it would be madness to
attempt a stand. They therefore determined, though
not without much sad and painful deliberation, once
more to abandon to the unhallowed tread of the Infidel
that consecrated soil, the centre of so many aspirations,
and alas! the grave of so many hopes. Many of the
inhabitants, however, lately established in their new
homes, blinded by the fury of their zeal, and burning
to prevent a renewed desecration of their Saviour’s
tomb, persisted in remaining behind, and in opposing to
the death the onward course of the invaders. Others
followed in the track of the military Orders, who, after
cvacuating the city, had pitched their camp sufficiently
near to watch the course of events.

As may readily be imagined, the Korasmins found an
easy prey in the fanatical mob of undisciplined en-
thusiasts by whom they were confronted. Hurling
themselves in resistless multitudes upon the feeble and
unfinished intrenchments, they carried them at a single
dash ; and, pouring into the city, renewed once more
those scenes of carnage and sacrilege which had been
before enacted on the self-same spot. It is needless to
pause on the painful picture: when savage and un-
bridled lust is let loose upon a defenceless multitude,
the result may be easily conceived, and, in the present
instance, the horrors perpetrated fully equalled any-
thing which the most vivid imagination could dare to
portray. Truly the curse which had been brought
upon the city of Zion, by the murder of its God, was
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even yet reaping its bitter fruit; nor could the torrents
of blood which had so often converted its' streets into
shambles, wash away the awful denunciation which that
fell Deicide had provoked.

With a cunning, equalled only by their ferocity, these
barbarians, so soon as they had established themselves
securely within the heart of the city, raised once more
upon its ramparts the standard of the Holy Cross.
Deceived by the sight of this emblem of their religion,
and imagining from its appearance that the enemy must
have been worsted in their assault, many fugitive
Christians, who had accompanied the Hospitallers in
their retrcat, determined, despite the earnest warnings
of these latter, once more to return to their homes;
where, entrapped by the ruthless foe, they were speedily
doomed to share the miserable fate of their comrades.
Meanwhile, the Templars having discovered that a
detachment of Egyptians were acting in unison with
the Korasmins, called upon their ally, the sultan of
Damascus, to aid them in repelling his old antagonist.
In reply to this summons, a body of four thousand
Damascene horsemen were despatched by the sultan,
who joined themselves to the military Orders, and to
such of the secular militia as could at the pressure of
the moment be gathered together.

With this reinforcement the Christian army stood its
ground; and determined upon watching the - course
which the victorious Korasmins might take. These
latter did not leave them long in suspense. Satiated
with slaughter, and wearied with inactivity, after a few
days spent amidst the wildest revels and the vilest de-
bauchery, within the now desolate city, they advanced
in a tumultuous horde, flushed with victory, and’ cager
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for the fray, to overwhelm the handful of Latins by
whom they were opposed. In this conjuncture, the
councils of the Christians were much divided: the
chiefs of the military Orders advised a prompt retreat;
feeling that, owing to the enormous disproportion in
their numbers, the chances of a combat must be most
unequal, and consequently desperately hazardous. As,
however, upon the occasion of the expedition into
Egypt, the presumption of one churchman, the legate
Pelagius, had caused the miscarriage of the operation,
so now, by the precipitation of another, the patriarch of
Jerusalem, whose rash advice overcame the prudent
scruples of the other leaders, it was decided that they
should stand their ground, and await the issue of a
general engagement. It is one of the most curious
phenomena of the early ages, that ecclesiastics were
always to be found intermingling themselves even in
the most secular matters, where they could hardly be
supposed to have had any concern; nay, often, asin the
present case, vehemently obtruding their own opinions
in questions of a purely military character, in con-
temptuous opposition to those of the most experienced
captains of the age.

On this occasion, the result could not long remain
doubtful; and the valour of Christian chivalry, though
strained to the utmost, expended itself in vain against
the countless swarms opposed to them. The Latin army,
when drawn up in its battle array, was divided into
three corps. The Hospitallers, supported by the Count
of Jaffa, constituted the left wing ; the Templars, and
the militia of the kingdom, were in the centre; and the
auxiliary force of Turkoman cavalry formed the right
wing. Upon this eventful occasion, all those jealousies
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which had for so long a time divided the military Orders,
and in a great degrec neutralised every effort for the
restoration of the kingdom, were extinguished in their
zeal for the common cause; and the blood of both Hos-
pitaller and Templar flowed freely in one united stream,
a worthy sacrifice to their country’s weal. For two
whole days the struggle lasted with undiminished
cnergy ; although, at its very commencement, the Da-
mascenes, either from treachery or cowardice, turned
their backs upon the foe, and fled ignominiously from
the field. Their defection left the Korasmins in a
numerical superiority of at least ten to one; still the
Christians held their ground undismayed, and the scale
of victory for some time appeared equally balanced.
It was not, however, within the powers of human en-
durance to bear up against the interminable bodies of
new foes, unceasingly poured upon their exhausted ranks
by the indefatigable Barbacan. At length, upon the
evening of the second day, the sun set in fiery gloom
upon the melancholy spectacle afforded by the utter
destruction of the Christian force, which, decimated and
overpowered by numbers, was compelled to yield through
pure exhaustion.

Signal as was their defeat, it was unaccompanied by
disgrace. Still struggling, though all was lost, the
shattered remnants of the army refused either to turn
or to yield, and there on the very ground where they
stood, now strewn with the mangled and gory corpses
of their comrades, they one by one fell, faithful even
to the end in that holy cause which they had espoused,
and to which their lives and their fortunes had been
consecrated. In this fatal field the Masters of both
Temple and Hospital found a noble grave, in company
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with almost the entire body of their respective Orders ;
only sixteen of the latter, and thirty-three of the

rmer, surviving the indiscriminate slaughter which
marked the close of the struggle. With this disastrous
fight ended all hopes of resisting the victorious advance
of the Korasmins ; the slender relics of the Christian
force sought the shelter of the walls of Acre, where
William de Chateauneuf was raised to the post of
Master, vacant by the death of Peter de Villebride on
the field of Gaza. Prior to his elevation, he had been
a Preceptor in the Order, and it was a letter from his
pen, recording the fatal issue of that battle, from which
most of the details of the campaign have been preserved
on the page of history.

Chateauneuf found himself presiding over the in-
terests of his fraternity at a period when they had been
plunged into a state of confusion and distress even
greater than had ever before been their lot. Within
the limits of the Holy Land there only remained a few
feeble and wounded brothers, who, from the heights of
the ramparts of Acre, beheld with grief and indignation
the ravage of that sacred soil which they were no
longer in a position to defend. Spread like so many
locusts over the province, the Korasmins destroyed
far and wide everything which fell within their grasp;
and wherever they turned their steps a heart-rending
wail of distress and misery arose upon their fell track,
which, like that of the Destroying Angel, showed the
dark traces of their blasting power. Had they remained
united amongst themselves, it is certain that they must
speedily have achieved the destruction of the Christians ;
and there is every probability that they could have even
cstablished themselves in secure and permanent empire
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on the wrecks of the two Saracen kingdoms of Egypt
and Damascus. Most providentially, however, for the
waning prospects of Christianity, the seeds of jealousy
and mutual animosity speedily sprang up amongst
themselves, commencing in trivial quarrels and unim-
portant skirmishes, but gradually increasing in virulence
and intensity, until, eventually, they had so far enfeebled
their power as to cease from being any longer an object
of dread to the surrounding potentates. Hemmed in
on all sides by inveterate, and now openly declared
foes, and harassed by the peasantry of the district,
whose bitter hatred they had incurred through .the
licentious and savage brutality of their conduct, they
gradually diminished in numbers until, ere long, no
trace remained of a power which had so lately been the
terror of the East.

Freed from the imminent peril which had at one
time threatened to annihilate them, Chateauneuf took
the most energetic measures to recruit the ranks of his
fraternity and to restore some semblance of credit to
its exhausted treasury. Every preceptory in Europe
was drained of its members, even novices being in-
cluded in the conscription, and vast sums of money
were also remitted from the same sources, so that with
the revivifying power peculiar to the institution, we
find it ere long once again flourishing with as stately a
grandeur as of old, and still remaining, in conjunction
with the Templars, the principal, nay almost the only,
support of the kingdom.

Until this time, in order to prevent a Knight from
yielding himself a prisoner to the foe, it had been
esteemed a fundamental doctrine, that no member so
situated should on any account be ransomed from the
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public coffers: now, however, when their numbers had
become so suddenly and fearfully diminished, it was
deemed advisable for the public weal to depart, for
once, from a rigid adherence to this regulation; and
Chateauncuf despatched an embassy to the sultan of
Egypt, in whose hands the prisoners captured by Bar-
bacan at the battle of Gaza had been placed, with in-
structions to request their ransom, for which purpose a
sufficient sum had been placed in their hands. The
sultan, however, who was far-sighted enough to perceive,
that in so far as it was the interest of the Hospitallers
to ransom their brethren it must naturally be his policy
to oppose such a consummation, refused in terms of the
most ignominious opprobrium to accede to the request,
quoting to the ambassadors, in support of his decision,
the regulation of their own Order, forbidding any such
transfer. The unfortunate captives were consequently
compelled still to remain in durance vile, whilst the
ambassadors returned to Acre after a bootless errand,
in which much money had been uselessly wasted in
bribery to the officers of the court, only to receive in
the end a mortifying rebuff from the sultan. This re-
fusal on his part has been very generally attributed to a
close alliance which is supposed to have existed between
himself and the emperor of Germany, whose persevering
antipathy to the military Orders has been already
touched upon.

Whilst thus restoring the fortunes of the institution,
and re-establishing its power after the rude shock
it had so lately received, Chateauneuf was not un-
mindful of interior discipline; and we may gather
from several analogous circumstances, that at this period
the most rigid austerity was enforced. In support of

VOL. I L
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this statement, we find a special licence issuing from the
Pope, by which permission is given to the brothers to
enter into conversation with any secular guest who may
chance to be present at their refectory; otherwise they
are enjoined to preserve a strict silence during the hour
of meal: we also find it recorded by Joinville, the his-
torian of the Crusade of St. Louis, that a dispute having
sprung up between the Hospitallers and some French
Knights who had accompanied that expedition, in which
Chateauneuf considered the former to be in the wrong,
that Master condemned the offending brothers to eat
their meals upon the ground, instead of at the common
table of the refectory, and they were expressly forbidden
to drive away any dog or other animal who might
choose to intrude upon their platters during the opera-
tion; nor was this discipline in any way relaxed until
after the most urgent entreaties on the part of Joinville
himself; on the occasion of a visit which he paid to their
convent.

The Crusade of St. Louis of France was the offspring
of the disaster of Gaza, and the consequent loss of the
principal cities of the Holy Land. That monarch, of
whom history has recorded every virtue which could
adorn a hero, and whose piety was destined to earn for
him the posthumous honours of canonisation, burning
with an ardent and impetuous desire to achieve that
which so many of his predecessors had in vain attempted,
and who, whilst on a bed of sickness, had pledged him-
self to the undertaking even before he had heard the
news of the fatal day of Gaza, now decided upon leading
in person the chivalry of Irance to the rescue of their
religion in the East. Accompanied by his three brothers,
the Counts of Artois, Poictiers, and Anjou, and followed
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by an army of 50,000 well-appointed troops, he landed
at Damietta in the summer of 1249, having spent the
previous winter at Cyprus. A very slight resistance
was offered to his landing, and at the close of the short
struggle he found himself master not only of the shore,
but also of the city itself, with its powerful fortress,
whose garrison, struck with panic at the bold and daring
advance of the French chivalry, and mindful of the
scenes which had been enacted on the same spot on the
occasion of its previous capture by John of Brienne, had
abandoned the citadel and taken to flight, leaving the
occupation of the town open to the French.

Whilst at Damietta, Louis was joined by the whole
strength of the military Orders, led by their respective
chiefs in person, and also by a small body of 200 English
lances under the ecommand of William Longspee, who
had already served with distinction in the previous
Crusade of the Earl of Cornwall. An advance towards
Cairo having been decided on, the army proceeded with-
out interruption as far as Massoura, a fortified town
situated near the confluence of the two branches of the
Nile. Here they found the entire Egyptian force await-
ing their arrival, within an intrenched camp on the far
side of the river. For some time all the efforts which
they made to achieve the passage, by means of a tem-
porary bridge, were rendered futile through the oppo-
sition which the Egyptians brought to bear upon them.
At length, however, a Bedouin Arab, tempted by the
prospect of a large bribe, offered to conduct them to a
practicable ford, through which the opposite bank might
be readily gained. The king directed his brother, the
Count of Artois, to cross the ford at the head of a
chosen body of troops, consisting of the military Orders
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and the English Knights under William Longspee. The
Arab was found faithful to his trust; the ford was at-
tained, the river passed, and the enemy, who had vainly
endeavoured to oppose the operation, driven from the
field. At this point a most unaccountable panic appears
to have overwhelmed the Saracens: abandoning their
intrenchments, under the idea that the whole French
army was upon them, and even deserting Massoura in
their terror, they fled in every direction, leaving the
Count of Artois in undisputed possession of both camp
and city. Had matters ended here, and had cool coun-
sels been allowed to prevail, all would have been well ;
but it was the fate in every expedition which we have
had to record, that some rash and hot-headed zealot was
invariably permitted to overbear the more prudent ad-
vice of those who, from their position and long ac-
quaintance with the warfare of Palestine, were best
qualified to direct operations. The Count of Artois,
rejecting with scorn and contumely the prudent advice
tendered to him by Sonnac, the Grand Master of the
Temple, supported though it was by Longspee and the
other leaders, determined to push his advantage to the
utmost, and heedless of the paucity of his numbers,
dashed in hot pursuit after the retreating foe. These
latter soon perceived the absurdity of their panic, and
the numerical inferiority of the Christians: rallying
rapidly at the call of Bendocdar, a valiant Mamelouk
chief who had assumed the command after the fall of
Sacadeen, killed in the previous engagement, they turned
fiercely on the foe, and drove them in the utmost con-
fusion back into Massoura. Here they found matters
much changed from the time when the city, abandoned
by its defenders, had first fallen into their hands. The
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inhabitants, perceiving them hard pressed by the Moslem
without, and almost insignificant in their numbers, com-
menced to harass them within the walls of the place by
carrying on a street warfare of so irregular a nature,
that the superior discipline of the Knights gave them
little or no advantage in the struggle. In this combat,
the whole detachment was annihilated. The Count of
Artois, Longspee, and a host of other Knights were
slain, whilst the Hospitaller Chateauneuf fell a prisoner
into the hands of the Saracens.

Louis beheld with the mostlively grief and indignation
this unfortunate issue to a combat commenced under
such glorious auspices; and, crossing the ford with the
remainder of his army; he advanced rapidly to the
rescue. Here he was met by the Saracens, led on by
Bendocdar, now completely rallied from their panic,
flushed with their late success, and burning to wipe out
the remembrance of their recent flight in Christian
blood. The combat was long and obstinate, and at its
close victory had not decided itself for either party,
both equally claiming the advantage. Whatever the phy-
sical results of the day itself may have been, its moral
results were most clearly infavour of the Infidel; hemmed
in on the ground which he occupied, and cut off from
all supplies on the side of Damietta by a Saracen force
despatched by Bendocdar for that purpose, it was not
long ere Louis found his army in a very similar predica-
ment to that of John of Brienne. Pestilence of a most
virulent and loathsome nature broke out in the midst of
his camp, which rapidly became converted into one vast
grave. Unable to retreat so long as a Saracen force
interposed between himself and Damietta, Louis in this
strait meditated a sudden attack in that quarter, trust-
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ing that, by taking the Infidel unawares, he and his
enfeebled army might be enabled tocut their way through.
Before, however, he could carry this intention into effect,
he was himself attacked in his intrenchments by the
whole Turkish army. Wasted with disease, and pros-
trate from starvation, his troops were enabled to make
but a slender resistance; nor was the chivalric daring
which on that day distinguished his own conduct able
to avert the impending catastrophe. Rejecting all advice
to seek that safety in flight which might have been his,
could he have brought himself to abandon his followers,
he continued to struggle gallantly to the last ; when, in
company with the Counts of Anjou and of Poictiers,
he fell a prisoner into the hands of Bendocdar.

That chief behaved towards his illustrious captives
with a magnanimity and generosity rare in the annals
of Moslem warfare, and treated them with the utmost
consideration and respect. A treaty of peace was im-
mediately set on foot, the terms of which could require
but little dispute where one of the negociating parties
found himself in such a helpless condition. In return
for the ransom of himself and his army, Louis covenanted
to pay the sum of 800,000 bezants; and to restore to
the Saracens possession of Damietta. In order to pro-
vide the stipulated amount, the Hospitallers freely placed
their coffers at the king’s disposal; but the Templars,
ever greedy and avaricious, unwilling to part with their
hoards, brought forward the rules of their Order as
opposed to such an appropriation. Necessity, however,
knows no law, and the king, disgusted with their ill-
timed avarice, felt that the conjuncture was of too grave
a character to admit of much delicacy on his part. He
lost no time, therefore, in making a forcible acquisition of
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their treasure to complete the sum demanded for his
liberation. As soon as the terms of the treaty had been
complied with on both sides, Louis and the relics of his
army returned to Acre, utterly unable to attempt any-
thing further for the good cause; and there he was in-
duced to remain during the space of four years, partly
owing to the entreaties of the military Orders, who con-
sidered hispresence as a great safeguard for the precarious
remnant of the kingdom, and partly from his own unwil-
lingness to return to France whilst labouring under the
disgrace of a reverse.

During his residence at Acre, he received a message
from the chief of the Hassassins, demanding the payment
of black mail as protection from assassination, and
averring that all the other Christian monarchs who had
warred in the East had subscribed to the custom, and
purchased their safety by the payment of the toll.
Chateauneuf no sooner heard of this audacious demand,
than he instantly dismissed the ambassadors, with the
assurance, that if the Old Man of the Mountain did not
within fifteen days make ample reparation for his inso-
lence to the monarch, he should receive a visit from the
whole force of the Order, on which occasion he might
rest assured that summary chastisement would be in-
flicted. 'Within the stipulated time the ambassadors
made their appearance with the required amende: a ring
and a shirt being tendered to Louis on the part of their
chief; the former symbol typifying that he would encir-
cle him with his protection, and the latter that he would
cling to him with attachment.

Louis left the Holy Land in 1254, and the next few
years were spent by the military friars in securing them-
selves within those posts which they still retained.
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During this lull in the political storm, the feuds which
had so long existed between themselves and the Tem-
plars, but which the urgency of their mutual peril had
temporarily quelled, now broke forth with renewed
virulence. Commencing in single combats, or in small
detached parties, they rarely met without a struggle;
and as the flow of blood on either side embittered the
warfare, they gradually came to attack one another in
considerable bodies, until at length, in the year 1259, the
whole force of the fraternities met in a general engage-
ment. Victory favoured the side of the Hospitallers,
and the carnage was so fearful that scarce a Templar
was left to survive the day so fatal to his Order. It was
long ere they were enabled to rally from this fratricidal
blow,and by the time that theirrankshad beensufficiently
recruited to empower them once more to show front
against their rivals, the renewal of hostilities against their
common foe overcame the bitterness of civil discord.

Shortly after this sanguinary contest, William de
Chateauneuf breathed his last, in the month of October
1259 ; and Hugh de Revel was nominated his successor.
This Knight, the nineteenth Master of the Order, was
the first who received from Pope Clement IV. the
rank of Grand-Master, by which title the head of the
fraternity was always afterwards known. The bull,
by which this title was first conferred, was dated 18th
November 1267.

Under the auspices of this Grand-Master, some vital
changes were made in the constitution of the Order
as regarded its European property. The various pre-
ceptories had been in the habit of remitting the surplus
of their revenues, after deducting what was necessary
for their own subsistence, to the general treasury in
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Palestine. As, Liowever, in many cases, sometimes owing
to the mismanagement of the administrators, and some-
times from causes over which they had no control,
the balance destined for remittance to the East was
not forthcoming ; and as, in order to support the enor-
mous expenditure of a perpetual war, it was necessary
that a positive and considerable sum should be relied
on from their European possessions, it was decided,
in a general council held at Cesarea, that a definite
payment should be allotted to each preceptory, based
on the receipts of a term of years, which they should
be bound to remit to the convent under all circum-
stances; the balance of the revenue being retained
for their own expenditure. This annual payment,
which partook very much of the nature of a rent-charge,
was termed a responsion, and was usually fixed at
one-third of the gross receipts. The commission which
was sent to each preceptor, to announce the changes
proposed to be introduced, commenced with the Latin
word Commandamus, whence arose the word com-
mander, by which title the preceptor became eventually
known. Priories were at the same time established,
embracing several of these preceptories, at the head
of which were placed priors, who were to have supreme
control over all the establishments in their several dis-
tricts, and who were to collect and remit the responsions
due from them. The prior was to maintain a strict
surveillance over his preceptories, and to act as a
salutary check over the malpractices and extravagances
of the preceptors, whose properties he was bound
constantly to visit, and to ascertain, by personal obser-
vation, that due economy and discipline were practised.

Whilst thus organising the internal discipline of his
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Order, Hugh de Revel was at the same time making
the most strenuous exertions to maintain a bold front
against the perpetual aggressions of his relentless foe;
though, feeble as were his means of defence, and over-
whelming the power against which he was called to
contend, it is not surprising that each year witnessed
some new calamity. In 1263, the sultan succeeded in
gaining possession of the fortress of Azotus, in which
ninety Knights of the Hospital had been placed by
Revel to conduct the defence at the head of the gar-
rison. One by one these brave men fell under the
ruthless scimitar of the Moslem; and it was not until
the last of their number had received his death wound
on the blood-stained ramparts, that Bendocdar suc-
ceeded in entering the town. The glorious and obsti-
nate defence of this place adds yet another name to
that long list which the deeds of the Hospitallers in
the Holy Land had caused to be enrolled in imperish-
able characters upon the annals of history; for never
had that spirit of devotion, which they invariably
displayed to the sacred cause they had espoused, shone
forth with a brighter lustre than during this glorious
though fatal struggle.

In the following year the Templars were, in their
turn, compelled to yield the fortress of Saphoura,
and these losses were speedily followed by others of
still greater consequence. Antioch, Laodicea and Karac
passed for ever from the Christian rule, and Acre itself
was only for a brief period preserved by a report of
an anticipated succour from the king of Cyprus; which
induced Bendocdar, who dreaded another Crusade, to
retrace his steps.

The second Crusade of Louis, in which he met his
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death from the pestilence which annihilated his army,
brought no relief to the suffering Latins of Syria,
that expedition having been diverted into Africa, where
it rapidly melted away in the pestilential swamps of
Tunis. The efforts made in 1271, by Prince Edward
of England, though conducted with energy, were equally
fruitless, owing to the insufficiency of the force by
which he was supported, and after having narrowly
escaped death from the dagger of one of the band of
Hassassins,* that prince returned to Europe, leaving
the prospects of the Christians in Syria utterly hopeless,
although he had, more through the terror of his name
and lineage, than from any other cause (the reputation
of his ancestor, Richard Ceur de Lion, being still a
household word throughout the Saracen provinces of
the East), obtained a truce for ten years, during which
period, a short breathing time was permitted to the

* It is a painful duty when the historian is called upon to dispel
the romance which the poetry of our forefathers has interwoven with
the narration of facts. The story of the devotion of the princess
Eleanor, who is said to have sucked the poisoned wound of her hus-
band, bears with it a moral so useful to the fair sex in all ages, that
it appears somewhat ungracious to refuse credence to so touching an
episode. There is, however, too much reason to fear that this sweet
tale of feminine devotion had its origin in the fertile brain of some
monkish chronicler, and that Edward owed his cure to remedies
which, whilst they were far less romantie, were probably more potent.
TImmediately after the receipt of his wound, and whilst the result
appeared likely to prove fatal, Edward made his will. It was dated
at Acre, June 18th, 1272; and the subscribing witnesses were Hugh
de Revel, Grand-Master of the Hospital, and Thomas Berard, Grand-
Master of the Temple. ¢ En testimoniaunce de la queu chose, a ceo
testament avons fet mettre nostre sel, et avons pries les honurables
Bers frere Hue, Mestre de I'Hospital, et frere Thomas Berard, Mestre
du Temple, ke a cest escrit meisent ausi lur seus.”—Acta Rymeri,
tom. i. ad ann. 1272,
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harassed and dispirited Latins. During this peaceful
lull, Hugh de Revel was called to his fathers, in the year
1278, and in his stead Nicholas de Lorgue was en-
trusted with the baton of Grand-Master.

The death of Bendocdar, in 1281, caused the treaty
which he had made with Prince Edward to be brought
to a premature close, and the atabal of the Infidel once
more aroused the military friars from their brief repose.
The commencement of the new war was signalised by
an important success on the part of the Christians.
One of the Moslem commanders, whilst on a plundering
expedition, unwarily conducted his forces within reach
of the fortress of Margat, still an important stronghold
of the Hospitallers. The Knights who constituted its
garrison sallied boldly forth, and encountering the
enemy whilst they were encumbered with pillage, and
consequently in a state of disorder, easily routed them,
and annihilated the whole body. During the following
year the sultan, enraged at this disaster, despatched an
army of 5000 men to the attack of Margat, determined
towreak a bitter revenge on the authors of the previous
reverse. Undismayed at the numbers of their opponents,
the Hospitallers, who felt that they were too few in
number to meet the foe in open combat, determined to
have recourse to stratagem; in furtherance of this
object, they posted a portion of their force in ambush,
without the gates of the city, and the remainder ad-
vanced towards the enemy, as though determined to
give battle. After a brief struggle, and almost at the
first onset, they pretended to yield, and fled towards
the town, as though struck with a sudden panic; pre-
serving, however, their ranks with a precision which
should have led the Saracen to suspect that some wile
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lurked beneath so easy a victory. Heedless, however,
of any such tokens, the Moslem, hurried away by the
ardour of pursuit, dashed after the retiring foe with all
the disorder of a rapid advance, and the confidence of a
victory already gained. The scene, however, was soon
destined to change ; once led into the defile, where the
ambuscade was placed, the flying Hospitallers halted in
their career, and turned fiercely upon the foe ; and whilst
the Saracens were preparing for this sudden and un-
looked-for attack on the part of those whom they had,
as they conceived, been driving before them like chaff,
the din and tumult of strife were simultaneously heard
on their flanks, and in their rear. Thrown into the
wildest and most hopeless confusion by this sudden ap-
pearance of enemies on every side, little or no resistance
was offered; the struggle speedily became a carnage,
and the battle field a heap of mangled corpses, so that
of the whole force but a very slender remnant survived,
to convey to the sultan of Egypt the news of this fresh
and still more serious disaster to his arms.

Aroused to a pitch almost of frenzy at the double
defeat which he had sustained, the sultan vowed a deep
and bitter revenge against the Christians, nor did he
permit his purpose to swerve, although for some years
the internal affairs of his own kingdom interfered to
prevent his carrying it into execution. At length,
however, snatching an interval of leisure, he himself
advanced against Margat, at the head of a formidable
army, in the year 1287. Aware of his intention,
De Lorgue had thrown a considerable reinforcement
into the place, the garrison of which calmly awaited the
onset. The sultan, on arriving in front of the walls,
commenced the siege in due form. The place was in-
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vested, trenches were dug, battering rams, towers, and
other engines constructed, and all the usual routine of
a siege in those days strictly adhered to. On the part
of the garrison every possible impediment was thrown
in the way of the besiegers, and their constant and
cnergetic sorties created so many obstructions, that the
sultan appeared to gain little or no advantage over the
place.

Whilst, however, this open warfare was being carried
on, so much in favour of the besieged, a secret and in-
sidious foe was at work, by which their speedy downfall
was doomed to be compassed. The attack on the
fortress through the ordinary method of siege opera-
tions was but a blind on the part of the sultan, who,
whilst attracting the attention of the garrison in this
manner, had secretly caused its ramparts to be under-
mined in every direction, supporting the tottering walls
with huge beams of wood. Having completely accom-
plished this design, he summoned the garrison to sur-
render; a message which was received with shouts of
scorn by men who conceived that they had foiled his
worst attempts. What was their dismay and conster-
nation on being informed that those boasted walls,
behind which they deemed themselves so secure, awaited
but a signal to crumble beneath their feet? Two of
their number were despatched to ascertain the correct-
ness of the statement; and these having received ocular
demonstration of the fact, it was felt that further resist-
ance was hopeless, and the town was surrendered to the
sultan, the garrison being permitted to evacuate it, and
retire to Acre. Immediately on obtaining possession of
this fortress, which had during so many years held
them at defiance, the Saracens razed its defences to the
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ground, and thus for ever prevented its re-occupation
by the Christians.

The last sad scene of this bloody drama was now
rapidly approaching, for place after place fell into the
victorious hands of the Sultan, until at length through-
out the land the banner of the Cross waved nowhere
save on the walls of Acre only. Nicholas de Lorgue
was not, however, destined to witness the fatal denoue-
ment of the sad tragedy then enacting. Having visited
the Holy See for the purpose of making a personal
appeal to the Pope on behalf of the waning Church of
Syria, and having utterly failed in the attempt—for in
truth Europe was weary of sending her best soldiers,
and her hardly-earned treasures, to be fruitlessly wasted
upon the burning sands of Palestine—he returned in
despair to Acre, where he breathed his last in 1289.

John de Villiers, a French Knight, was elected in his
place, the fraternity feeling that in the perilous and
desperate situation in which they were placed, it was
absolutely necessary that their fortunes should be en-
trusted to the guidance of one whose mind was calm
and far-seeing in the midst of danger, and the intre-
pidity of whose character was beyond the shadow of a
doubt. These qualifications being eminently possessed
by Villiers, no dissentient voice was raised against his
advancement to a post which was in truth rather one
of peril and honour, than of personal advantage.

After the capture of Jerusalem by Saladin, the city
of Acre became the metropolis of Christianity in the
East; and its favourable situation on the sea-coast
rendered it the mart of that vast commerce which
annually flowed, both eastward and westward, in the
mutual exchange of the treasures of Europe and Asia.
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The fortifications consisted of a double rampart, by
which the city was begirt and entirely enclosed on the
land side: numerous flanking towers, placed in such
close proximity that they effectually supported each
other, strengthened this enceinte, the walls of which
were so broad, that two chariots could with facility
pass abreast on their summit. The fortifications had
been strengthened by the accumulated additions of ages ;
each of the most celebrated amongst the Crusaders, who
had at different periods resided within its walls, having
added somewhat to the defences. St. Louis of France,
in particular, had incurred considerable outlay in his
desire to strengthen, as far as possible, this last and
most important stronghold which the Christians pos-
sessed in the Last.

The magnificence of the town itself has been a fertile
subject for the descriptive talents of historians. The
streets were wide and regular, the squares spacious, the
public buildings imposing and grand, and the houses,
which were all built either of marble, or the finest cut
stone, were constructed of equal heights, and with flat
roofs, so that it was easy to pass from end to end of the
town, without descending into the streets. They boasted
in every quarter of the city of the luxury of glass
windows, then still far from common in Europe, and
possessed even the yet greater refinement of stained
glass in great perfection ; an art in which they were far
in advance of the nations of the West. Tradition revels
in the picture which it draws of the splendour of all
connected with this magnificent city. Silken canopies
and awnings are said to have been stretched from side
to side of the principal streets, for protection from the
rays of the midday sun, shedding a rich and subdued
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light on all around. The wealth of the world appears
to have concentrated itself upon this favoured spot, and
to have drawn thither the representatives of almost
every nation under the sun.

So vast a congregation of varied ingredients, and such
a constant stream of wealth flowing through its precincts,
naturally engendered a vicious state of existence, and
we find the city, in these its last days, a scene of reck-
less turbulence and unbridled debauchery. Prostitu-
tion, drunkenness, and other vices too odious to be
particularised, stalked rampant through its strects, and
the gaily-dressed and painted harlot of Acre was cele-
brated throughout the nations of the East. It was
thronged by the inhabitants of no less than seventeen
different countries, speaking different languages, go-
verned by different laws, each occupying a separate and
distinet portion of the town, having no community of
interests with each other, and rendering allegiance to
no supreme head ; consequently, every species of vice
and wickedness flourished unchecked, and the general
demoralisation was such, that the city was become a
complete sink of iniquity, so much so, that like Sodom
of old, the cry of it had gone up unto the Lord, and its
doom had been declared.

Many foul acts of wanton outrage having been com-
mitted on the Moslems of the neighbourhood, through
the brigandage of some of its heterogeneous inhabitants,
the Sultan Mansour, who only awaited a plausible ex-
cuse to complete the extermination of the Christians in
Palestine, demanded instant reparation for these wrongs.
The Grand-Masters of the military Orders both urged
a prompt compliance with a request which, whilst per-
fectly reasonable in itself, was backed by the whole
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power of Egypt, a power against which recent events
Lad taught them that they were utterly unable to cope ;
they justly, therefore, dreaded the wrath which the
refusal to make reparation would necessarily provoke,
and which they felt they had no adequate means of
withstanding. Their advice was neglected with scorn,
the counsels of prudence were stigmatised as cowardice,
an answer of defiance was returned, and ere long the °
inhabitants learned with dismay that the entire strength
of the Egyptian empire was on its way to crush this
last stronghold of Christianity.

Mansour did not live to carry out the enterprise him-
self, having been poisoned by one of his generals whilst
on the march to Acre; but his son, Khaled, stimulated
by the last words of his father, who had directed that
his corpse should not receive the rites of sepulture until
after the capture of the city had been accomplished,
soon appeared before its walls with an army which the
Arabian historians have computed at 160,000 foot, and
60,000 horse. Undismayed by this enormous force, the
military Orders, at the first sound of the Infidel atabal,
prepared to defend their city to the uttermost, or, fol-
lowing the example of so many of their brethren, to
perish in the effort. As the undisputed sovereignty of
the seas was still in their possession, they at once
removed from the city, and embarked for Cyprus, the
whole of the non-combatant portion of the inhabitants,
leaving as a garrison a strength of some 12,000 men, in
addition to those who were serving under the banners
of the Hospital and Temple. Henry II., king of Cyprus,
in whose person rested at this time the sovereignty of
Jerusalem, on learning the strait to which this solitary
remnant of his kingdom was reduced; landed in the city
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with a reinforcement of 200 Knights, and 500 men-at-
arms, and this was the sole auxiliary force upon which
the garrison was enabled to rely as a support in their
resistance against the countless hosts by whom they
were beleaguered.  This was therefore not a moment
for ceremony, and in the choice of a commandant, the
claims of the king, whose reputation as a soldier was,
to say the least, of a very doubtful character, were over-
looked in favour of one whose military renown and
experience in arms were of a far higher stamp, and
William de Beaujeu, Grand-Master of the Temple, was
unanimously appointed to the onerous post. One of his
first acts was to refuse with scorn the most munificent
offers, which were tendered by Khaled, to tempt him to
surrender the town; a magnanimity which secured for
him the perfect confidence of his garrison, who felt that
whatever perils they might be called upon to undergo
from the scimitar of the foe, they had nothing to dread
from treachery at home.

The siege was pushed by the Infidels with the greatest
vigour, and the defence of the Christians was equally
obstinate. Closer and closer were drawn the hostile
trenches, and day by day saw their battalions encircling
the doomed city within a narrower grasp. Fearful was
the effusion of blood which marked the contest. Sortie
after sortie was made by the Christians, led on by the
heroic Beaujeu, in which prodigies of valour proclaimed
the desperation with which they combated, and the piles
of Saracen dead which lay strewn along the plain marked
the fatal track of the Latin squadrons. With such an
army, however, as that which fought under the banner
of Khaled, the slaughter of a few thousands could have
but little effect in enfeebling his attacks or averting his
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fell purpose. Closer beneath the walls he pushed his
advances, until at length he was enabled to bring his
battering-rams into active play, whilst at the same time
his miners were busily engaged in undermining the
various towers by which the ramparts were flanked.
Crash after crash marked the successive downfall of
their bulwarks, yet still they struggled on with the
most indomitable perseverance, and a courage whose
heroism had in it something quite sublime.

At last the Cursed Tower, one of the principal points
of defence in the city, shared the common fate, and
opened a breach in the most vulnerable part of the
ramparts. Henry of Cyprus with his auxiliaries had
been stationed at this point, and gallantly maintained
the breach against every effort of the Moslem until
night intervened to cause a cessation of the struggle;
then, however, perceiving that a renewal of the combat
on the morrow would render his situation desperate,
and in all probability lead to his capture, if not death,
he determined on abandoning the post, and secretly
regaining the shelter of his ships. Alleging as a reason
the necessity for repose which the events of the day
had rendered imperative for his force, he yielded the
post to some Teutonic Knights, promising faithfully to
resume it at daybreak the next morning; instead of
which, having hurried on board his fleet, he set sail
for Cyprus, under cover of night, and abandoned the
heroic remnant of the garrison to their fate. The next
morning at daybreak the assault was renewed by the
Saracens with greater determination than ever, but the
Teutonic Knights, who retained the post thus basely
deserted, presented an impassable barrier of steel to
their onset. Ifiercely throughout the day the combat
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raged around the deadly breach, until at length towards
evening, overborne by numbers, and exhausted by their
now prolonged defence, the Germans gave way, aud the
foe, with loud shouts of exultation, poured into the
place. At this critical moment, when all appeared lost,
Villiers, whose enthusiastic zeal always led him where
the fight was thickest, comprehending at a glance the
peril of the situation, directed his marshal to rush with
the Hospitallers to the rescue. On came that fiery
phalanx, like a wall of steel, hurling itself with irre-
sistible force against the advancing stream of Moslems,
who were pouring through the now defenceless breach.
Never was the white cross of the Order displayed in
deadlier fray ; long and obstinate was the struggle ; the
one party striving to retain the advantage they had
gained, and the other equally strenuous in their efforts
once more to drive the foe beyond their walls. At
length, the impetuous valour of the warriors of the
Cross overcame every obstacle, and the terror-stricken
Moslem, still struggling with his foe to the last, was
once again hurled backward over the breach, and foreed
to retire with discomfiture to his intrenchments.

This was the last transient gleam of success which
flashed upon the Christian cause. Innumerable fresh
battalions were still at the command of Khaled, and
these were poured in constant succession by their deter-
mined general against the exhausted and enfeebled
defenders of the town. Thrice on the following day
was the city lost, and as often regained by its dauntless
garrison; but on each occasion the impossibility of
maintaining the desperate struggle became more and
more apparent; and though each noble warrior still
brandished his bloody falchion undismayed, and trod
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the rampart with a proud determination that the Moslem
should cross it only over his lifeless corse, yet it was
evidently the energy of desperation, and not of hope;
and Beaujeu, with his coadjutors, felt that nothing
short of a miracle could rescue the doomed city. Even
in this hopeless condition the idea of a surrender never
appears to have been mooted. Though it was beyond
the power of these soldiers of Christianity to retain
their footing in this last stronghold of their faith, still
there yet remained to them one duty, which they pre-
pared themselves to perform, and this was to seal their
devotion with their blood.

At length dawned the fatal morning when the sacri-
fice was destined to be consummated, and whose sun
was to set upon the complete expulsion of the Latins
from Syria. Early in the day the marshal of the Hos-
pitallers, whose noble daring had en more than one
occasion been the means of rescuing the city from im-
mediate capture, fell at the head of his Order, while
defending a breach which had been made practicable in
the ramparts near the gate of St. Anthony. Dismayed
at the loss of this gallant soldier, Beaujeu turned to
Villiers, and requested him, as a last resource, to at-
tempt a diversion, by sallying out of the town and
attacking the enemy’s camp, trusting in this manner to
obtain breathing time in which to re-fortify the post.
In willing obedience to a mandate which accorded well
with the fiery ardour of his character, Villiers hastily
asseinbled a troop of White Cross Knights, and issuing
from the city by a side gate, made a circuit, so as if
possible to fall upon the flank of the foe unperceived.
Khaled was, however, too experienced a general to
allow himself to be thus taken unawares, and Villiers
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found an overwhelming force of cavalry drawn up to
receive him.  Feeling that his stratagem had failed, and
that it would be sheer madness to attempt an attack on
the dense and serried ranks in his front, Villiers re-
luctantly turned rein, with the intention of re-entering
the town. Here, however, he learnt that their gallant
leader Beaujeu was slain; that the Infidels had estab-
lished themselves on the breach of St. Anthony ; and
that all was lost.

Perceiving that under these disastrous circumstances
his presence could be of no further avail, and that it
now became his duty to rescue such of his Knights as
had hitherto escaped the scimitar of the foe, from the
massacre which was even at that moment flooding the
streets with blood, he drew off towards the shore, with
the intention of embarking them on board the galleys
which still remained at anchor in the roadstead. This
was, after some difficulty, accomplished; the enemy
being held in check by the archers, who, posted upon
the vessels’ decks, kept up an incessant discharge of
arrows upon their advancing squadrons; and thus the
sad and slender relics of that proud fraternity, who had
during so many years erected the white cross of their
Order as a bulwark, impassable to the Moslem, turned
their backs upon the sacred soil of their adoption.

Broken in spirit, faint with exhaustion, and over-
powered by an adverse destiny, they now, after two
centuries of incessant warfare, found themselves floating
on the wide ocean, a body of homeless wanderers, with-
out an aim in view, or a purpose to accomplish. Sad
fate for men, who in their own persons, as well as in
those of their predecessors, had achieved so much for
Christianity, and had gained such imperishable renown,
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—a renown which reflected a still brighter halo from
the fatal struggle now brought to such an unfortunate
issue. Amidst the despairing shrieks of the captive
inhabitants, and the ferocious shouts of exultation from
the victorious Moslem, that were borne upon the wings
of the wind, and that formed their last adieu to that
land which they had loved so well, they turned the
prows of their galleys westward, and reluctantly wended
their sorrowful way towards the island of Cyprus;
leaving nought behind them but one vast blank of de-
solation and despair.



THE KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 169

CHAP. VIL

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORDER IN CYPRUS.—ITS FIRST NAVAL
ARMAMENTS. — DEATH OF JOHN DE VILLIERS AND ELECTION OF
ODON DE PINS.-—HIS MONASTIC SECLUSION. — DISSATISFACTION OF
THE ORDER. — DEATH OF ODON DE PINS.— ACCESSION OF WILLIAM
DE VILLARET. — EXPEDITION INTO PALESTINE.— PROJECT FOR THE
CAPTURE OF RHODES. — PREPARATIONS FOR THAT OPERATION., —
DEATH OF WILLIAM DE VILLARET AND ACCESSION OF ¥FULKE DE VIL-
LARET.— CAPTURE OF RHODES.— DESTRUCTION OF THE ORDER OF
THE TEMPLE.

Tur shattered and enfeebled relics of the unfortunate
garrison of Acre found shelter within the island of
Cyprus, where Henry of Lusignan, anxious to remove
the stain cast upon his name by his dastardly flight
from the beleaguered city, welcomed them with open
arms. The town of Limisso was accorded to them as a
residence; and here the IHospitallers, for the fourth
time, re-established their convent; and, after a brief
repose, commenced making such arrangements for the
re-organisation of their body as the exigencies of the
case seemed to require,

An imperative order was at once issued for each
grand priory to despatch to Cyprus without delay all
the available members who might be residing within its
limits ; and this injunction was obeyed with so much
enthusiasm, that ere the expiration of many months
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the attenuated ranks of the fraternity at Limisso once
more became augmented into somewhat of their pristine
magnitude. Nor was it in numbers only that welcome
contributions poured in from Europe; the coffers of
every priory was drained to the uttermost for the
assistance of the general treasury; so that they were
enabled. again to open their Hospital, and to recom-
mence the practice of those religious functions which
had been so rudely disturbed by the repeated aggressions
of the Infidel.

Although the Holy Land had completely passed away
from the power of the Christians, the numbers of the
pilgrims who annually sought its shores remained un-
abated ; the duty, therefore, once again devolved on the
military friars of rendering them such protection and
escort on the road as lay within their means. For this
purpose, the galleys which had been employed in their
conveyance from Acre were again brought into re-
quisition ; and the brethren, driven from that sacred
soil to whose protection they had so long devoted them-
selves, adopted a fresh career; and on the new
element which they had chosen, soon succeeded in de-
monstrating to their Saracen foe that the flag of their
Order was to be as much dreaded when waving over
their galleys, as it had been of yore when borne tri-
umphantly in the van during the constant struggles of
the preceding two centuries. To the various ports of
Italy and the Adriatic these new fleets wended their
way, in the months of March and August; and, col-
lecting the grateful bands of wandering devotees from
these several points of embarkation, they escorted them
safely to the haven of their wishes; whence, as soon as
they had satisfied the cravings of their religious en-
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thusiasm, they once more accompanied them home to
the land of their fathers.

In these passages they not unfrequently encountered
the hostile galleys of the Infidel, which, scenting their
prey from afar, like the vulture on the battle field, were al-
ways to be found hovering around their would-be victims.
They were not long, however, in discovering that their
old foe had lost none of his vigour, and was as dauntless
in enterprise as they had known him of old; and nume-
rous Turkish prizes, which ere long graced the harbour of
Cyprus, were the first promising tokens of that maritime
supremacy which was eventually to assert itself over
the waters of the Mediterranean. Many of these prizes
were very rieh, and individual Knights had taken advan-
tage of their position to secure some of that wealth
for themselves, which should have found its way into
the public treasury. The discipline of the Order had
been rudely shaken by the disaster of Acre; and the
sudden flush of prosperity which thus beamed upon them
in this first commencement of their new career, still
further loosened the bonds of due restraint. The very
island upon which they had established their convent
bore amidst its balmy breezes the seeds of that luxu-
rious voluptuousness which from the earliest ages has
been its characteristic; and the Hospitaller, released
from the restraint and the privations of a successful
cruise, sought to make amends for the toils he had
undergone by a period of luxury, if not of dissipation.

Two general chapters were held by order of John de
Villiers, in order to check this rising tendeney ta display
and self-gratification. No Knight was for the future
to be permitted the possession of more than three horses;
and all adornment in his equipments was once more
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strictly forbidden. At the same time, stringent regula-
tions were laid down respecting the debts which might
be left by a brother at his death ; and the modein which
they were to be defrayed. From the fact of such a
regulation being required at all, it appears pretty evident
that these fast members of the Hospital were not con-
tent with spending the proceeds of their successful
cruises in a manner little becoming those who had taken
the oaths of poverty and chastity ; but, in the same way
as we notice with the fast men of the present day, they
must needs have entailed upon themselves the aristo-
cratic appendage of debts. It was ordained, that in case
the household and personal property of the Knight were
not sufficient to liquidate his liabilities, they were to be
defrayed out of the funds which he had originally con-
secrated to the Order on his admission; a method of
payment which seems likely to have pressed far more
severely on the public treasury, than on the peccant
individual ; and must also have had the effect of en-
couraging traders and usurers to grant increased facili-
ties for the obtaining of credit, when they felt they
had such undeniable security to fall back upon. How-
ever, the general stringency of the enactments made by
these two chapters had the desired effect of checking
the excesses of the turbulent; and something approach-
ing their former state of discipline and good order was
once more established.

During the remainder of the rule of John de Villiers,
their maritime expeditions continued without intermis-
sion,and they gradually curbed the power of the Infidel in
this branch of warfare to so great an extent as to render
the navigation of the Levant comparatively secure to the
commerce of Europe. This was a boon felt and appre-
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ciated by every nation; more especially by those who,
like the Venetians, owed their position in the scale of
nations entirely to the magnitude of their commerce.
Whilst the Hospitallers had been engaged in the defence
of the Holy Land, their achievements, brilliant as they
were, had been of assistance to but comparatively few of
the vast population of Europe; and although much
religious enthusiasm had been awakened by the numerous
tales of heroism and knightly daring which were the
constant theme of the troubadour in hall and bower,
still little or no permanent impression was left upon the
hearers’ minds. Now, however, when, in addition to the
sacred cause of combating against the Infidel, there was
added the more immediate and personal benefit of pro-
tection to their commerce, a cry of gratitude and acclaim
arose on every side.

The difference between the conduct of the Hospitaller
and the Templar was freely discussed, and paved the
way for that complete overthrow of the latter Order
which was even then hatching in the brain of Philip the
Fair. They had both shared the same fate by their ex-
pulsion from Syria, and both had equally earned im-
perishable laurels by their gallant defence of Acre. But
from the moment when they had turned their backs
upon that scene of strife how different had been their
conduct. The Hospitaller, availing himself of the nearest
point from which he could still carry on the objects
of his Institution, had established himself almost within
sight of those shores from which he had been driven.
Unable any longer to compete with his foe on the land,
he had not hesitated to encounter him on a new element,
and those Turkish rovers, who had for so many years
been the terror of the castern shores of the Mediterranean,
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were taught to feel that the day had at length arrived
when their supremacy should be ended. Instead of the
slavemarts of Egypt being filled with the captive Christian
mariners, from amongst whoin they had been accustomed
to draw their supply, the tables were completely turned ;
and the Turkish galley-slave, bending to his oar in one
of the numerous vessels of his Christian captors, had
ample opportunities for reflection, and for cursing the
mischance which had brought these new and invineible
foes across his path. The Templar, on the other hand,
after a brief sojourn in Cyprus, instead of rendering the
smallest assistance to his chivalrous and knightly
brethren in their new undertaking, hurried with un-
seemly haste to his numerous wealthy European pre-
ceptories ; where the grossness of his licentiousness, the
height of his luxury, and the arrogance of his pride, soon
rendered him an object of the most invincible hatred
amongst those who possessed ample power to accomplish
his overthrow. During these last years of their existence
little can be said in defence of the Order, and although
the barbarous cruelty with whiech their extinction was
accomplished has raised a feeling of compassion in their
behalf which bids fair to efface the memory of their
crimes, still it cannot be denied that they had of late
years so far deviated from the original purposes of their
Institution as to render them highly unfit depositaries
of that wealth which had been bequeathed to them for
purposes so widely different from those to which they
had appropriated it.

In the year 1294, having greatly raised his Order in
public estimation, John de Villiers breathed his last in
his convent home at Cyprus, and his place was filled by
Odon de Pins, a knight of Provence. This aged brother
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was more celebrated for piety than for military exploits,
and in the governance of a fraternity of monks might
have proved a most edifying chief; but in the turbulent
days amidst which his lot was cast, he was not possessed
of a mind that could control, either the fierce spirits
under his charge, or the aggressive neighbours by whom
he was surrounded. Occupied in the peaceful duties of
his convent and hospital, he utterly neglected those
other obligations of his post, which were far more con-
genial to the temperament of his subordinates.

Having lost their all in the abandonment of Acre, his
IKnights were still burning to recruit their shattered
finances by a continuation of those maritime forays which
they had so successfully commenced under Villiers.
Whilst the galleys of the Infidel, Jaden with the wealth of
the East, were still to be found ploughing their way
through the blue waters of the Levant, and requiring but
a few dauntless and daring spirits to claim them for their
own, it is not surprising that the inertness and monastic
seclusion of Odon de Pins rapidly gave rise to murmur-
ings on the part of the more active and restless of his
fraternity. Greater and greater became the dissatisfac-
tion as time wore on, and the harbour of Cyprus no
longer bore on its bosom those prizes, which, in the
time of his predecessor, had so often lain there in triumph.
Utterly heedless of the increasing marks of discontent
which showed themselves on all sides, Odon continued
as regular as ever in his attendance on the religious
duties of his profession, and equally negligent of its
military obligations. Unable any longer to submit to
this compulsory inactivity, the fraternity made a gene-
ral appeal to the Pope for permission to depose their
chief, enumerating the various causes for dissatisfaction
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to which they considered his conduct had given rise.
The Pope summoned Odon to appear before him at
Rome, in order that he might decide in his presence as
to the justice of the appeal; and the Grand-Master, like
an obedient son of the Church, instantly prepared to
obey the mandate, and set forth on his journey. He
was not, however, destined ever to enter the presence
of his ecclesiastical superior, for having been seized
with illness on the road, he gradually sank under his
complaint, and eventually death put an end to his
troubles, as well as to the disputes and disagreements of
which he had been the cause.

His successor was William de Villaret, also a Knight
of Provence, who at the time of his election was Grand
Prior of St. Gilles, and at the moment residing in his
priory. His brother Fulke was also a Knight of St.
John, and of great eminence, so much so that he was
destined at the death of William to succeed him in the
government ; his sister Jourdain was the Superior of
the convent of Hospitaller ladies in Quercy; so that the
family may be considered to have attained the highest
possible dignities in the Order to which they were
attached. Villaret used no haste in quitting his priory
upon receiving the intelligence of his elevation ; but,
availing himself of the authority with which that appoint-
ment invested him, he made a magisterial inspection of
all the priories in France, directing the most searching
reforms, and eradicating numerous obnoxious abuses.
This done, and having paid his Holiness a flying visit
en route, he procceded to Cyprus, to assume the sway
which had been delegated into his hands.

One of the earliest and most important acts of his
rule was a descent upon DPalestine, undertaken by the
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Hospitallers, in alliance with Gayan, king of Persia.
The accounts of this prince vary considerably ; some
writers having asserted that he was a Christian, others
that he was a Mahometan, whilst there are not wanting
those who state he was a Pagan. Be this as it may, he
was undoubtedly a bitter enemy to the Saracens, and
had entered willingly into an alliance with the king of
Cyprus, the Hospitallers, and the king of Armenia,
having for its object the expulsion of his antagonists
from Palestine, which he desired to see once more in the
possession of the Christians, who, he considered, would
form an admirable barrier on the frontier of his do-
minions. The records of this