A BRI EF H STORY OF THE MARTI N ST ORDER

The origin of the Martinist Order is found in the work and teach-
Ings of Martinez Pasqual es, a Spanish nystic, adept, and theurgist of
the eighteenth century. Mich of the Iife of Pasquales is veiled in nys-
tery. He was a direct initiate of the Swedi sh seer and phil osopher,
Emanuel Swedenborg, and was well versed in the secret tradition of w s-
domas enbodied in the esoteric teachings of Egypt, Geece, and the O -
ent. Moreover, it Iis known definitely that he was a Rosicrucian. In
1754, he established in Paris a joint |odge of Rosicrucians and ||| umn-
| sts, and was active during the follow ng two decades in spreading the
| 1ght of nystical and occult philosophy throughout France and Europe,
Shortly after 1760, Martinez Pasqual es went to Bordeaux in Sout hwestern
France and founded there a center of activity for an occult O der known
as the Cohens Elus, or Elect Priests, which he brought fromthe Near
East. Many persons of nystical inclination and phil osophical tenpera-
nment associ ated thenselves with the O der of Cohens El us, anong them an
| deal i stic Young arny officer, Louis daude de Saint- Martin, whose life
and personality we shall now consi der briefly.

L. C de Saint-Martin was born of noble parentage in Anboi se,

Provi nce of Tourai ne, France, on Januapy 18, 1743. He was a frail and
sensitive child, and early in life nani ested the keen intellect, soar-
Ing idealism and pious sentinents which in maturity found full expres-
sion in himas a great Christian nystic and Illumnist. An understand-
ing and | oving stepnother nurtured the nobl e anbitions and hi gh sensi -
tivity of the youth. He later expressed hinself as forever indebted to
her |oving guidance and wi se education. |n accordance with parental

w shes, he studied for the profession of law and was admtted to its

practice.

However, his inward aspirations and phil osophical interests would
not let himrenmain rutted pernmanently in a work unsuited to his unique
talents. Before Iong, he abandoned the practice of law for service in
the arny, obtaining through an influential friend a coomssion in a reg-
I ment stationed at Bordeaux. Apparently in those days a mlitary career
af forded considerable leisure tine, for de Saint-Martin's main purpose
In taking a commssion was to obtain additional hours for esoteric
studies and nystical pursuits. One of his fellow officers was a nenber
of Martinez Pasqual es' Oder of Cohens Elus. Soon de Saint-Martin net
the Suprenme Master of the Order and was at once enthralled by its pur-
poses and type of instruction. After due preparation and proof of
wort hiness, he was initiated into the Rte of the EHect Priesthood in
the year 1768 at the age of 25. Eventually, he reached its hi ghest
grade, that of the Rosy (ross.

From 1768 to 1771, the youthful de Saint-Martin was honored by
serving as personal secretary to Pasquales, and in those years a very
cl ose bond devel oped between the two. The character and teachi ngs of
Pasqual es nade a profound i npression upon de Saint-Mrtin which remal ned
wth himall his life and which he freely acknow edged even in |ater
years when he had entered upon an individual creative path. The Su-
preme Master of the Cohens El us reco?nized In the promsing, brilliant
young man a worthy disciple, one well qualified to carry forward and
enl arge upon the work he had begun.
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In 1112, personal nmatters called Martinez Pasqual es from France
to Port-au-Prince in the West Indies, It was here that he passed away
in the year 1774. The burden of his work then fell upon his two abl est
di sciples, Louis daude de Saint-Martin and Jean-Baptiste WI | er noz.

De Saint-Martin and others very close to the |ate Suprene Master real -

| zed that their teacher had never given forth the greater part of his
know edge to any of his students, perhaps finding none of thementirely
morthy of such an honor and respon3|b|I|ty Therefore, with his nen-
tor's passing, de Saint-Martin felt obliged to carry on in an increasing-
|y independent way, evolving a distinctive philosophy in accordance with
his own deepeni ng understanding and naturity.

Hs first philosophical work, published at the age of 32, was O
Errors and of Truth. It has been regarded by many as his nost search-
Ing work and nmost fruitful contribution to the literature of nysticism
Like all his later witings, it was iIssued under the pseudonym of the
"Unknown Phil osopher." During many years of literary activity he wote
nunerous ot her vol unes, i1ncluding A Natural Table of the Correspondences
Exi sting between God, Man and the Universe; The Man of Desire;, O Num
bers; e New Man; The Spirit of Things; The Mnistry of Man, and cer-
tain excellent translations of witings of Jacob Boehne, the Teutonic

hil osopher. De Saint-Martin also left to posterity nany folios of il-
um nat1 ng personal correspondence.

The phil osophical witings of Louis O aude de Saint-Martin net

mnth | Medi ate Iinterest and w de aﬁ rovaJ Q oups calling thensel ves

"Societies of the Unknown Phil osopher” were forned to study his teach-
I ngs. The | ast decades of the elghteenth century in France were exceed-
ingly turbulent, holding within their course one of the greatest social
and political revolutions of history. Throughout the entire period, de
Saint-Martin continued his witing and teaching. & noble birth, hand-
sonme in appearance, and having a very gracious and pl easi ng personallty,
he noved in the highest circles of French society and cul ture, w nning
converts to his ideas and doing much to dissemnate nysti cal teachlngs
anong those who were prepared and worthy. Al though of the proscribed
nobility, he was not nolested seriously during the Reign of Terror or
any ot her violent upheavals of the revol utionary epoch. He was, in fact,
summoned | ater to Paris to serve on the faculty of the Ecole Nornale, or
hbrngl School, which was assigned the task of educating teachers for the
new Fr ance.

At various tines during the last half of his life, de Saint-Mrtin
al so journeyed abroad to England, Italy, CGermany, and el sewhere in
Eur ope. A‘threeiyear period in Germany, devoted principally to a study
and translation of the works of Jacob Boehne, was one of the happi est
intervals of his |life. He passed away at the age of 60 on Cctober 13,
1803, follow ng a seizure of apopl exy.

During all these years while de Saint-Martin was witing nunerous
brilliant works and giving special attention to individual initiation,
Jean-Baptiste Wllernoz, also an initiate of Martinez Pasqual es' and a
prosperous nerchant of Lyons, was active in extending the boundaries of
the Oder by formng groups and |odges and nmaking effective the philoso-
phy given out by Pasqual es and de Saint-Martin.
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Qadually, the |odges stemmng fromthe earlier work of the
Cohens El us and the study groups of the Unknown Phil osopher evol ved
into tenples of Martinism It is inportant to note that while nmany of
its officers and nenbers were active in Masonic circles, the Martini st
Oder itself was not a Masonic body. It has al ways preserved an | nde-
pendent and uni que st at us.

Following the transition of Louis daude de Saint-Mrtin and
t hroughout the storns of the Napoleonic era, the Martinist Oder was
not very active. The traditional teachings and cerenonies were pri-
vately transmtted by groups of initiators in Italy, Gernmany, and France.
After a long period of relative stagnancy, a great effort was nmade in
1887 to unite the various sem-independent groups whi ch conposed the
O der. This novenent to acconplish an effective diffusion of Martini st
teaching and i nfluence was crowned wi th success in 1890 by the forna-
tigg of a Suprene Council of the Martinist Order, conprising twenty-one
menber s.

The Suprenme Council held authority over all |odges of the world.
The renowned French nystic, Papus (DOr. Gerard Encausse), was el ected
Its first president. Under the brilliant and i ndefatigabl e |eadership

of Papus, the Order grew rapidly, and by 1900 there were hundreds of ac-
tive nenbers in nost parts of the world. Papus becane a fanmous aut hori -
ty on the subject of Martinism Hs witings remain the nost reliable
reference source available. The Wrld War of 1914-1918 greatly affected
the growt h and act|V|ty of the Oder. |Its president perished in the
heroismof a physician's service, and nmany of its |eaders and nenbers
did not survive. In fact, follomjng the war, the Martinist Oder was
virtually dormant in Europe.

In 1931, the O der was revived principally through the efforts of
Augustin Chaboseau, who was one of the three survivors of the Supr ene
Counci| of 1890. He had been initiated into Martini smthree years be-
fore the illustrious Papus. Augustin Chaboseau served as G and Master
and president of the Suprene Council until his transition on January 2,
1946.

| n August, 1934, in Brussels, Belgium Gand Master Chaboseau,
with the approval of the Suprene Council, conferred upon Dr. H Spencer
Lew s, then Inperator of the Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, of North and
South Anerica, the title of Sovereign Legate of the Martinist Oder for
the United States of Arerica. Dr. Lewi s had previously been initiated
Into the various rites of the Oder in Brussels, Belgium and Lausanne,
Swtzerland. The title of Sovereign Legate, with the Charters that ac-
conpanied it, granted himthe exclusive power to reestablish the inac-
tive Traditional Martinist Order in the United States under the jurisdic-
tion of the Suprene Council in Paris.

The foundations for the reorgani zation of the Martinist Gder in
Arerica were well laid by Dr. H Spencer Lew s before August 2, 1939,
the date of his untinely transition. |In the early fall of the sane year,
the Suprene Council of the Martinist Oder net again in Brussels, Belgium
The highest dignitaries of the Order in Europe were present. Udon that
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occasion, the Suprene Council voted that Ralph M Lew s, son of the
late Dr. H Spencer Lewi s and his successor as Inperator of the Rosi -
crucian Order, AMORC, who had been initiated into the Martinist Oder

I n Europe, be entrusted and enpowered to continue the reestablishment

of the Traditional Martinist Oder. Therefore, the charters, docunents,
mani f est oes, and ot her necessary materials for the advancenent and
growth of Martinismwere transmtted to himjust prior to the suppres-
sion of the Martinist Order in Europe during the second Wrld War,

whi ch began in Septenber 1939.

At the present tine, the Martinist Oder functions under the
traditional constitutional requirenents designed by the Suprenme Council.
It has five officers under the |eadership and direction of the Sovereign
G and Master, Ralph M Lewis. The Suprene Tenple and Sovereign See for
the World is located at Rosicrucian Park, San Jose, California 95191.
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