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TO O. WOLCOTT, SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

Quincy, 28 July, 1799,
Sir, — Inclosed is a letter from Mr. Thaxter, relative to the
light-house on Gay Head. I shall soon send you a drawing, if
not a model, of an economical improvement of these lights, of
Mr. Cunnington, which appears to me, but I may be mistaken,
of greater importance than the great question, who shall be the
keeper of one of them.

T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE, TO JOHN ADAMS,

Philadelphia, 24 July, 1799.

S1r, — There is in the Aurora of this city an uninterrupted

_stream of slander on the American government. I inclose the
paper of this morning. It is not the first time that the editor .
has suggested, that you had asserted the influence of the British
government in affairs of our own, and insinuated that it was
obtained by bribery. The general readers of the Aurora will
believe both. I shall give the paper to Mr. Rawle, and, if he
thinks it libellous, desire him to prosecute the editor.

1 do not know a member concerned in the administration of
the affairs of the United States, who would not indignantly
spurn at the idea of British influence; and as to bribes, they
would disdain to attempt a vindication from the charge.

The article in the paper, marked 5, of an acknowledgment in
my writings, that in case of a war with Great Britain, a foreign
war is not the only one to be dreaded, probably refers to my
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letter of 12th September, 1795, to Mr. Monroe, in which, vindi-
cating our state of neutrality and the British treaty, and exhibit-
ing the evils to flow from a war with Great Britain, I say that
in that case it would be happy for us if we could contemplate
only a foreign war, in which all hearts and hands might be
united.”
" The editor of the Aurora, William Duane, pretends that he is
an American citizen, saying that he was born in Vermont, but
was, when a child, taken back with his parents to Ireland, where
he was educated. But I understand the facts to be, that he
went from America prior to our revolution, remained in the
British dominions till after the peace, went to the British East
Indies, where he committed or was charged with some crime,
and returned to Great Britain, from whenee, within three or
four years past, he came to this eountry to stir up sedition and
work other mischief. I presume, therefore, that he is really a
British subject, and, as an alien, liable to be banished from the
United States. He has lately set himself up to be the captain
of a company of volunteers, whose distinguishing badges are a
plume of cock-neck feathers and a small black cockade with a
large eagle. He is doubtless a United Irishman, and the com-
pany is probably formed to oppose the authority of the govern-
ment; and in case of war and invasion by the French, to join
them.
I am, with great respect, &c.
TiMoTHY PickERING.

TO J. MCHENRY, S8ECRETARY OF WAR.

Quincy, 27 July, 1799,

Sir,— 1 have received your letter of the 20th, and have no
objection to the plan you propose of raising a company of
cavalry. “ Our means!”! I never think of our means without
shuddering. All the declamations, as well as demonstrations,
of Trenchard and Gordon, Bolingbroke, Barnard and Walpole,

1 Mr. McHenry, speaking in his letter of the delay to raise six additional
companies of cavalry, says;
lmhave been mﬂuenced also, to this delay by a desire to husband our means,
guard against interrupting recrumni for the infantry.”
In reality he had been stirred to act by a letter from Mr. Hamilton, shaping
the policy suggested. Hamilton’s Works, vol. v. pp. 275, 276.
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Hume, Burgh and Burke, rush upon my memory and frighten
me out of my wits. The system of debts and taxes is levelling
all governments in Europe. We have a career to run, to be
sure, and some time to pass before we arrive at the European
crisis ; but we must ultimately go the same way. There is no
practicable or imaginable expedient to escape it, that I can
conceive.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 1 August, 1799,

I have received your favor of the 24th of July, inclosing an
Aurora of July 24th, imbued with rather more impudence than
is common to that paper. Is there any thing evil in the regions
of actuality or possibility, that the Aurora has not suggested of
me? You may depend upon it, I disdain to attempt a vindi-
cation of myself against any of the lies of the Aurora, as much
as any man concerned in the administration of the affairs of the
United States. If Mr. Rawle does not think this paper libel-
lous, he is not fit for his office; and if he does not prosecute it,
he will not do his duty.

The matchless effrontery of this Duane merits the execution
of the alien law. I am very willing to try its strength upon
him.

JorN Apawms.

T. PICKERING TO JOHN ADAMS.

(Private.)
Philadelphia, 1 August, 1799.
8ir, — The day before yesterday I received from Mr. Charles
Hall, of Northumberland county, in this State, a letter concern-
ing .a publication by Thomas Cooper, an Englishman, and a
connection of Dr. Priestley, addressed to the readers of the Sun-
bury and Northumberland Gazette, on the 29th of June.! This
! This publication is found, together with all the proceedings in the trial to

which it gave rise, in Wharton's State Trials during the Administrations of
Washington and Adams, a work of great value to the history of that period.
. 1e
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address has been republished in the Aurora of July 12th, which
I now inclose.

By Mr. Hall’s information, Cooper was a barrister in England,
and, like Dr. Priestley, a chemist, and a warm opposition man.
Dr. Priestley was at the democratic assembly on the 4th of July,
at Northumberland. But what is of most consequence, and
demonstrates the Doctor’s want of decency, being an alien, his
discontented and turbulent spirit, that will never be quiet under
the freest government on earth, is « his industry in getting Mr.
Cooper’s address printed in handbills, and distributed.” ¢ This,”
Mr. Hall adds, “is a circumstance capable of the fullest proof.”
Cooper has taken care to get himself admitted to citizenship.
I am sorry for it; for those who are desirous of maintaining our
internal tranquillity must wish them both removed from the
United States.

It is near a year since you authorized the expulsion of General
Collot and one Schweitzer. Colonel Mentges, who was engaged
(while I was at Trenton) in getting information of Schweitzer's
names and conduct, kept me long in suspense until at length he
informed me that General Serrurier was in the country in dis-
guise. I then thought it best not to give an alarm to him by
arresting the other two. But after months of suspense, while
inquiry was making, I was satisfied the information concerning
Serrurier was groundless. Then so many months had elapsed,
and the session of Congress commenced, when other business
pressed, the pursuit of these aliens was overlooked. Colonel
Mentges now informs me that Schweitzer is about to embark
for Hamburgh ; but Collot remains, and is deemed as much as
ever disposed to do all the mischief in his power. He remains
a prisoner of war to the British; and it would seem desirable to
compel him to place himself under their jurisdiction, where he
could do no harm.

M. Letombe not only exercises those services, which, on the
withdrawing of his exegquatur, he requested permission to render
to his fellow-citizens in this country, but assumes and uses the
title of Consul-General of the French Republic, just as he did
formerly. He held the purse-strings of the republic in this
country, and paid the bribes ordered by the French Minister
Adet; the minister being gone, he is probably vested with pow-
crs adequate to the object. 'With much softness 6f manners, he
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is capable of submitting to, and doing, any thing corruptly which
his government should direct.

The reiterated observations, that the alien law remains a dead
letter, have induced me in this manner to bring the subject
under your notice; and, waiting the expression of your will, 1
remain, most respectfully, yours, &c.

TiMorrY PickERrING.

P. 8. A prosecution against Duane, editor of the Aurora,
has been instituted, on the charge of English secret-service
money distributed in the United States; and I have desired Mr.
Rawle to examine his newspaper and to institute new prosecu-
tions as often as he offends. This, I hope, will meet with your
approbation.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

< Quincy, 8 August 1799, h

Sir,— I have received a long letter from Mr. Gerry of the
24th of July, with papers inclosed, numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5,
besides another paper of extracts of letters. I mclose extracts
of his letter, together with all the numbers, and his paper of
extracts. These numbers and last extracts I pray you to return
to me, when you have made all the uses of them you wish.

These papers, I think, will convince you as they have me,
of three points.

1. That Mr. Gerry’s stay in France, after the receipt of your
letter by Mr. Humphreys, and especially after the publication
of the despatches, was not gratuitous, but of indispensable and
unavoidable necessity under the paws of arbitrary power, and ;
therefore that his salary ought to be allowed him according to '
his account.

2. That Mr. Gerry ought not to be charged with the ships’
stores, or any part of them. I am ashamed to make any
remarks on this head, and shall not do it unless driven to the
necessity of it. If the necessities of our country require that
we should order our ambassadors to take passages in small
vessels, with all the sea captains and mariners that can be col-
lected, I think a generous provision of articles in case of sickness
and putrid fevers ought not to be charged to the ambassador.
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3. That the guilders ought not to be charged at forty cents.
This point, however, I may mistake. I should be obliged to
you for information. I wish right may be done according to
law at the time the debt was contracted. Upon the whole, it
is my opinion that Mr. Gerry’s account, as stated by himself,
ought to be allowed.

I am, Sir, with all due respect, &c.
JorN Apawms.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 4 August, 1799.

Sir, — The inclosed protest and certificates I received last
night, with the letter from Captain Ebenezer Giles, late com-
mander of the schooner Betsey. This gentleman made me a
visit some weeks ago, to complain to me in person of the horrid
treatment he received from the commander of the ship Daphne,
a British vessel of war. He has now sent me the papers, and
expects that government will espouse his cause. I think the
papers should be communicated to Mr. Liston, and sent to Mr.
King? There is a very sour leaven of malevolence in many
English and in many American minds against each other, which
has given and will continue to give trouble to both govern-
ments; but by patience and perseverance I hope we shall suc-
ceed in wearing it out, and in bringing the people on both sides
to treat each other like friends.

TO B. STODDERT, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Quincy, 5 August, 1799.
Your two letters of the 29th, and one of the 30th July, are
before me. Iknow not who are meant by G. and C. in Cap-

1 Mr. Adams’s interference was necessary to check the petty vexations to
which Mr. Pickering’s hostility was subjecting Mr. Gerry. It was not; however,
eﬂ';ctive until Mr. came into office. Austin’s Life of Gerry, vol. ii.
P- 277, note.

2 Mr. Pickering replied on the 16th by transmitting a letter, written by him
to the complainant, in which he qu Captain Truxtun’s statement of the
transaction to prove that Captain Giles deserved the beating he got on board
of the English frigate. He therefore declined making any application to Mr.
Liston.
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tain Perry’s letter; but I think there ought to be some inquiry
into the justice of his insinuations. I fear that the officers and
crew of the General Greene were too long on shore at the Ha-
vana, and there caught the infection which has obliged him to
leave his station and bury so many. The news, however, of
the politeness and friendship of the governor and admiral is not
the less pleasing. Ireturn you Captain Perry’s letter. Although
I am very solicitous to strike some strokes in Europe for the
reasons detailed in your letter proposing the expedition, yet I
feel the whole force of the importance of deciding all things in
the West Indies, if possible, and therefore shall consent to the
alteration you propose, if you continue to think it necessary.

There is one alteration in our policy, which appears to me
indispénsable. Instead of sending the prisoners we take, back
into Guadaloupe, there to embark again in the first privateer,
we must send them all to the United States, or allow them to
work and fight on board our ships. At least, if any are returned,
their written parole ought to be taken, that they will not serve
until exchanged. One suggestion more. I like your plan of
employing all our great frigates on separate stations. I have
more ideas in my head on this subject than I am willing to
commit to writing. One idea more. I think we must have
Bermuda sloops, Virginia pilot boats, or Marblehead schooners,
or whaleboats, in one word, some very light small fast-sailing
vessels, furnished with oars as well as sails, to attend our fri-
gates, and pursue the French pirates in among- their own rocks
and shoals to their utter destruction. Talbot’s unwarrantable
suspicion of your want of confidence in him shall never be any
disadvantage to you. Indeed, I believe I ought not to have
let you see that anxious expression of a brave man. I know
his opinion of you to be very high as a man of talents and
business.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 5 August, 1799,
I have received your favor of July 30th, inclosing Mr. King’s
letter of 5th June, which I return. There is not a question in
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mathematics or physics, not the square of the circle or the uni-
versal menstruum, which gives me less solicitude or inquietude
than the negotiations with Russia and the Porte. Mr. King’s
official assurances induced me to nominate the missions, and if
there has been any thing basty in the business, it was Mr. King’s
haste. Iknow that both Russia and the Porte have as much
interest in the connections proposed, as we have, and that the
stiff and stately formalities about it are exactly such as France
has practised upon us these twenty years. The object is to
assume the air of granting favors, when they receive them, and
to make the American government and people believe they are
not yet independent and can do nothing of themselves. If
we are retarded at all, it will be owing to the artifices of inter-
meddlers, and instead of having one farthing of money the less
to pay, I know it will cost us more.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF BTATE.

Quincy, 6 August, 1799.

Sir, — I received late last evening your favor of the 31st of
July, inclosing a triplicate of Mr. Murray’s letter of the 17th of
May, and a copy, certified by Mr. Murray, on the 18th of May,
of a letter of Charles Maurice Talleyrand, dated Paris, le 23°
Floréal de 'an 7 de la République Frangaise une et indivisible.

Sovereign to sovereign, and minister to minister, is a maxim
in the cabinets of Europe, and although neither the President
of the United States, nor the executive Directory, are sovereigns
in their countries, the same relations exist between them and
their ministers, and, therefore, the reason of the maxim is appli-
cable to them. It is far below the dignity of the President of
the United States to take any notice of Talleyrand’s impertinent
regrets, and insinuations of superfluities.! You or Mr. Murray

! In transmitting these papers, Mr. Pickering had remarked ; —

“The answer, I observe, does not exactly conform to the terms used in the
instructions to M. Murray, and which he repeated in his letter of May 5th to
the minister. But Mr. Talleyrand does not forget the common practice of his
government, to drop a reproach or insult while making amicable professions. It
was certainly not necessary for him to insinuate that the President of the United

States was wasting many months of precious time for ¢ the simple confirmation,’
that if new envoys were sent they would be received.”
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may answer them as you please in your correspondence with
one another, or with the French minister. 1 will say to_yon,
however,-that-Fcensider. this letter as the -mest-anthentic-intel-
ligence yet received in America of the successes of the-eealition.
"Thrat-tire design is insidions-and hostile at heart, Iwill-not say.l
Time will tell the truth. Meantime, I dread no longer their

diplomatic skill. I have seen.it,and felt it, and been the victim

of it 'ﬂi'ese twenty—one years. But the charm is dissolved. Their
maglc is at an end in America. Still, they shall find, as long as
I am in office, candor, integrity, and, as far as there can be any
confidence or safety, a pacific and frlendly disposition. If the
spirit of exterminating vengeance ever arises, it shall be conjured
up by them, not me. In this spirit I shall pursue the nego-
tiation, and I expect? the cooperation of the heads of depart-
ments. Our operatlons and preparations by sea and land are
not to be relaxed in the smallest degree. On the contrary, I
wish them to be animated with fresh energy. St. Domingo and
the Isle of France, and all other parts of the French dominions,
are to be treated in the same manner as if no negotiation was
going on. These preliminaries recollected, I pray you to lose
no time in conveying to Governor Davie his commission, and
to the Chief Justice and his Excellency, copies of these letters
from Mr. Murray and Talleyrand, with a request that, laying
aside all other employments, they make immediate preparations
for embarking. 'Whether together or asunder, from a northern,
a southern, or a middle port, I leave to them. I am willing
to send Truxtun, or Bamry, or Talbot, with them; consult the
Secretary of the Navy and heads of department on this point.
Although I have little confidence in the issue of this business, I
wish to delay nothing, to omit nothing

The principal points, indeed, all the points of the negotiation,
were so minutely considered and approved by me and all the
heads of department, before I left Philadelphia, that nothing
remains but to put them into form and dress. This service I
pray you to perform as promptly as possible. Lay your draught
before the heads of department, receive their corrections, if

! Soin the copy-book Mr. Gibbs in his work has the word deny, and prints
the sentence in small capitals. Memoirs of the Fed. Adm. vol. ii. p. 250.

* Printed, request, by Mr. Gibbs. There are other variations of less conse-
quence.

~—c



12 OFFICIAL.

they shall judge any to be necessary, and send them to me as
soon as possible. My opinions and determinations on these
subjects are so well made up, at least to my own satisfaction,
that not many hours will be necessary for me to give you my
uitimate sentiments concerning the matter or form of the in-
structions to be given to the envoys.!
I have the honor, &ec.
Jonn Apams.

TO B. STODDERT, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY,

Quincy, 8 August, 1799.

Sir,— I received last night your favor of the 2d of this
moath. I am sincerely sorry for the resignation of Captain
Truxtun. Although you have not explained to me his motives,
I presume the decision, which gave rise to them, was founded
in principles of sound policy and eternal justice, as it was made
upon honor and with conscientious deliberation. If it were now
to be made, it would be the same, though my son or my father
were in the place of Captain Truxtun. I have no more to say.
If we lose Captain Truxtun? we shall soon regain Captain
Dale. Meantime I am very desirous that Captain Decatur
should take the Constellation. If, however, he prefers the mer-
chants’ frigate, as you call her, I will not urge him from his
bias. Of Captain Barron I know very little, but repose myself
with great confidence upon your judgment. I now request of
you that Barry and Talbot may be separated. I have reasons
for this, which it is unnecessary to detail. Not from any mis-
understanding or dislike between them that I know of or
suspect, but it is best the great frigates should have separate
stations.

1 This letter is remarkable as containing a summary of the President’s policy
on this tioiut, 80 slm?ly contested by his three cabinet officers; zjolicy from
which the result will show him not to have varied in any essential particular
from beginning to end.

3 Captain Truxtun did not resign. He served throughout the period of this
administration, and was edged out rather than resigned, in 1802. A brief notice
of his life is given in Mr. Cooper’s History of the Navy, vol. i. p. 354, note. A
characteristic letter upon the causes of his quitting the service is found in
Hamilton’s Works, vol. vi. pp. 538 - 585. .
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TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 18 Aungust, 1799.

And now, Slr, what shall I say to you on the subject of “libels
and satires? Lawless things, indeed!” I have received your
private letter of the 1st of this month,! and considered the sub-
ject of it as fully as the pressure of other business of more
importance would allow me time to do. Of Priestley and
Cooper 1 will say no more at present than to relate to you two
facts.

Anecdote first. Dr. Priestley’s old friend, and my old acquaint-
ance, Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, the celebrated M. P., soon after
his arrival in Boston, came up to Quincy with his lady on a
visit to us, who had visited his family in London. I was absent.
They dined with Mrs. Adams, and in the course of conversation
Mr. Vaughan told her that Mr. Cooper was a rash man, and
had led Dir. Priestley into all his errors in England, and he feared
would lead him into others in America.

Anecdote the second. At the time when we were inquiring
for an agent to conduct the affairs of the United States before
the commissioners at Philadelphia, Mr. Cooper wrote to me a
solicitation for that appointment, and Dr. Priestley wrote me a
letter, strongly recommending him. Both made apologies for
his reputation as a democrat, and gave intimation of a reforma-
tion. I wondered that either could think it possible that the.
people of the United States could be satisfied or contented to
intrust interests of such magnitude to an Englishman, or any
other foreigner. I wondered that either should think it com-
patible with my duty, to prefer a stranger to the great number-
of able natives, who wished for this trust. But so it wds. As
it has been, from the beginning, a rule not to answer letters of
solicitation or recommendation for offices, I never answered
either. Mr. Read was appointed, and the disappointed candi-
date is now, it seems, indulging his revenge. A meaner, a more
artful, or a more malicious libel has not appeared. As far as it
alludes to me, I despise it; but I have no doubt it is a libel
against the whole government, and as such ought to be prose-

1 See page 5.
VOL. IX. 2
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cuted! I do not think it wise to execute the alien law against
poor Priestley at present. He is as weak as water, as unstable
as Reuben, or the wind. His influence is not an atom in the
world. '

Having long possessed evidence the most satisfactory to my
mind, that Collot is a pernicious and malicious intriguer, I have
been always ready and willing to execute the alien law upon
him. We are now about to enter on a negotiation with France,
but this is no objection against expelling from this country such
an alien as he is. On the contrary, it is more necessary to
remove such an instrument of mischief from among our people,
for his whole time will be employed in exciting corrupt divisions,
whether he can succeed or not. As to Letombe, if you can
prove “that he paid the bribes ordered by the French Minister,
Adet,” or any thing like it, he ought to be sent away too. But
perhaps it would be better to signify that it is expected that he
g0, than to order him out at first by proclamation. There is a
respect due to public commissions, which I should wish to pre-
serve as far as may be consistent with safety.

The alien law, I fear, will upon trial be found inadequate to
the object intended, but I am willing to try it in the case of
Collot.?

1 A curious and interesting account of the personal history of Thomas Cooper,
including the two letters here mentioned, is given in the notes to Wharton’s
State Trials, §c., 659—-681. ' There can be no doubt that this prosecution
was a mistake. e fact of his having been a disappointed applicant for office
would have been a far more effective instrument to rely upon, in order to
neutralize his influence.

2 It is worthy of remark that this letter contains the closest approximation
to any expression of opinion upon the alien and sedition laws, to be found in
the whole of Mr. Adams’s correspondence during his administration. He was
in fact regarded by Mr. Hamilton and the ultra members of the federal party
as lJukewarm, if not unfriendly to them. Yet the entire responsibility for the
measures has been made to fall upon him! General Washingmn's opinions, as
expressed, were much more decxded. See the letters to Spotswood and to
Washington, in Sparks’s Washington, vol. xi. pp. 345, 887. There are other
letters still unpublished to the same effect. General Hamilton thought the laws
required amendment, as not effective enough. Hamilton’s Works, ilton to
Dayton, vol. vi. pp. 888 - 389.

|
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TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

. Quincy, 14 August, 1799.

Inclosed are four petitions for mercy. One from Conrad
Marks, Frederick Heyney, Anthony Stahler, John Getman,
Valentine Kuder, Jacob Kline, David Schaffer, and Philip Desh;
another from George Schaffer, Daniel Schwarts, Henry Stahler,
Christian Rhodes, and Henry Schaffer; a third from Jacob
Eyerman and John Everhart; and a fourth from John Fries; all
supported by numerous petitioners in their behalf.

I wish Dr. Priestley could see these petitions, and be asked
to consider whether it would be a pleasant thing to have an
equal number of his neighbors in Northumberland brought by
his exertions and example into a situation equally humble. I
pray you to communicate these petitions to the heads of de-
partment, and especially to the Attorney-General. I wish all to
consider whether it is proper that any answer should be given,
by me or my order, to any of them. I think it may be said that
these people are brought to humble themselves “in dust and
ashes before their offended country.” That repentance, how-
ever, which, in the sight of an all penetrating heaven, may be
sufficiently sincere to obtain the pardon of sins, cannot always
be sufficiently certain in the eyes of mortals to justify the par-
don of crimes.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF S8TATE.

Quincy, 16 August, 1799,

I have received your favor of the 10th. Mr. Shaw discovered
his omission of numbers 1, 2, 3,4, and 5, and the paper of ex-
tracts, and sent them on the next day. I hope you received
them in course. I have read the address to the independent
electors of Pennsylvania, and am very curious to know where
all this will end! The trial will bring out some whimsical

1 Mr. Pickering in his letter wrote: “ The address to the electors of Penn-

Ivania is unquesﬁogal;}z the production of Tench Coxe, late commissioner of

e revenue, and until May 8th, 1792, assistant to the Secre! of the treasury.”

Mr. Coxe had been removed from office, upon a report e on his case
the Cabinet officers.
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things.! At present I will say nothing. I have no apprehen-
sion for myself or the public from the consequences.

TO B. STODDERT, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

3 Quincy, 23 August, 1799.

My thoughts and feelings are exactly in unison with yours,
expressed in your favor of the 17th.2 I would propose that our
envoys be landed at Lisbon, and take an overland journey to
Paris, through Madrid. This will give them an opportunity of
gaining much information, useful to their country. In this case
the frigate may take Mr. Smith and carry him to Constantinople,
or the envoys may be landed at Bilbao or Bessarabia. The
frigate in either case may cruise, and take up the envoys on
their return at Lisbon or Bilbao, or we can send another vessel
for them to any place. It will be total ruin to any of our
frigates to lie in French harbors all winter. I hope our envoys
will not be long in negotiation. Their instructions will be
precise, and they may be as categorical as they please.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF S8TATE.

Quincy, 24 August, 1799.

Sir,— I have received your favor of the 16th, and read the
letter of Mr. B. H. Phillips, our consul at Curagao, of 20th
July, and the papers inclosed with it, which I now return. It
is right to communicate these documents to Mr. Van Polanen
and to Mr. Murray, and to remonstrate in clear language to the
Batavian government against the partiality of the governor

' Mr. Pickering had mentioned that process had been instituted against Wil-
liam Duane, for libel.

2 Mr. Stoddert had }eroposed that the frigate United States should carry out
the new ministers to ¥rance, and return without a detention of more than a
fortnight. But he goes on to say ; —

“ Talking on this sabject with some of the heads of department, I find that it
is the expectation that the vessel which carries the ministers, will wait to bring
them back, and for this purpose will wait till the spring to avoid a winter pas-

mﬁ:this view of the subject I see many objections to employing the United
States in this service.” .
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and council,! and the scandalous conduct of the frigate. But
still, I think we have something to do to teach our own Ame-
rican seamen, and especially captains, more discretion. At
such a time and in such a place, the sailors ought to have had
more prudence than to have gone on Sunday or any other day
into dance-houses with French sailors, and the eaptains ought
to have known that it was their duty to apply to the govern-
ment of the place to suppress riots, rather than go and join in
them in person, though in order to suppress them. If any legal
evidence can be produced to prove that the governor and coun-
cil are more or less concerned in the privateers, it would be a
ground of very serious representations to their superiors.

I think it, and always thought it, unfortunate, that when the
authority was given to interdict commerce with the French
islands, it was not extended to others, especially Dutch. Imen-
tion these in particular, because the interested character and the
humiliated condition in which they were known to be, should
have suggested the necessity of the measure. The motives
and reasons, however, for adding the Spaniards, Swedes, and
Danes, were not much less.

If an expedition to restore the Stadtholder is undertaken in
concert with the King of Prussia, it may succeed; if without
him, it is more uncertain. I make no dependence on any such
probable events? By the way, some weeks ago you gave me
encouragement to expect a letter from our minister at Berlin,
which you had received. In the multiplicity of business you
have omitted it. I wish to see it as soon as possible. If at
the future session Congress should authorize the suspension of
commerce with Swedish and Danish islands as well as Dutch,
I should think it worth while to send a minister to those courts.
But I will not promise it shall be Mr. Smith. In my opinion,
he ought to go to Constantinople.

1 In protecting French privateers. A Dutch frigate had saluted one of these
vessels coming into the harbor of Curagao, with an American schooner, the
Nautilus, as a prize.

9 Mr. Pickering had expressed the opinion that it would probably succeed.
He thought Denmark and Sweden mi l?t in such case be disposed to exclude
French privateers from their West India islands. He was in favor of sending a
tempor minister to both these courts to favor that object, and he recom-
mended Mr. William Smith, of South Carolina, then at Lisbon.
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TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 29 August, 1799.

Sir, — I received last night your favor of the 23d. I am very
glad to be informed that the instructions for the envoys will be
prepared in a few days,! and that you have written to Mr. Davie.
‘What think you of our envoys landing at Lisbon, and the fri-
gate that carries them taking Mr. Smith to Constantinople, or
cruising on the Spanish coast or in the Mediterranean? I am
not for delaying the negotiation with the Turks, or any other
measure, on account of the negotiation with France. In my
opinion, the charm is broken. It has been broken from the
moment the invasion of England was laid aside. That project,
raised and supported with infinite artifice, kept up the terror
and frenzy of the world; but it is over, and can never be again
excited.

I had like to have said that the alarm of the yellow fever
gives me more uneasiness than any other alarm. The dispute
of the commissioners under the 6th article gives me much con-
cern? I shall write you in a few days on that subject. My
mind is made up thus far. The treaty, as far as it depends on
me, shall be executed with candor and good faith. No unworthy
artifice or chicanery shall be practised on my part, no, not
though the consequence should be the payment of all the
demands. 'We must, however, do our utmost to obtain an
explanation that may shelter our country from injustice.

v

B. STODDERT, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, TO JOHN ADAMS.

Trenton, 29 August, 1799.

Str,— The officers are now all at this place, and not badly
accommodated. Will you, Sir, pardon the liberty I take, not
in my official but private character, in expressing a wish that it
may not be inconvenient for you to join them here, before our

1 Mr. Pickering had written, “two or three days, to submit to the considera-
tion of the heads of department.”

9 This was the commission under Jay’s treaty, sitting at Philadelphia, to
examine the claims of British subjects, from which the American commissioners
thought it their duty to withdraw.
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ministers depart for France? It may happen that a knowledge
of recent events in Europe may be acquired just before the
sailing of the ministers, which would make some alteration in
their instructions necessary ; and possibly these events might be
of a nature to require the suspension for a time of the mission.

I could urge both public considerations, and those which
relate more immediately to yourself, to justify the wish I hav
ventured to express; but I will only say, that I have the mos
perfect conviction that your presence here, before the departure
of the ministers, would afford great satisfaction to the best
disposed and best informed men in that part of the country
with which I am best acquainted; and I believe, to the great |
mass of good men all over the United States. — :

Iwill only add that I write this letter without communication
with any person ; that if I err, the error is all my own. In my
motives I cannot be mistaken.

I have the honor to be, &c. &e.
Ben. S'ronmsx'r

e

TO BENJAMIN STODDERT.

(Private.)
Quincy, 4 September, 1799.

Sir,— I have received your kind letter of the 29th of August,
and I thank you for the friendly sentiments expressed in it, in
your private character.

You urge me to join you and the other public officers at
Trenton, before our ministers depart for France, and this from
considerations which relate more immediately to myself, as well
as others of a public nature.

For myself, I have neither hopes nor fears. But if I could see
any public necessity or utility in my presence at Trenton, I
would undertake the journey, however inconvenient to myself
or my family. I would not, indeed, hesitate, if it were only to
give any reasonable satisfaction to the “best disposed and best
informed men.” But you must be sensible that for me to spend
two or three months at Trenton with unknown accommodations,
cannot be very agreeable. Alone, and in private, I can put up
with any thing; but in my public station, you know I cannot.
The terms of accommodation with France were so minutely
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considered and discussed by us all, before I took leave of you
at Philadelphia, that I suppose there will be no difference of
sentiments among us. The draught will soon be laid before
you. If any considerable difference should unexpectedly arise
between the heads of department, I will come at all events.
Otherwise, I see no necessity for taking a step that will give
more éclat to the business than I think it deserves. I have no
reason nor motive to precipitate the departure of the envoys.
If any information of recent events in Europe should arrive,
which, in the opinion of the heads of department, or of the
envoys themselves, would render any alteration in their instruc-
tions necessary or expedient, I am perfectly willing that their
departure should be suspended, until I can be informed of it, or
until I can join you. Iam well aware of the possibility of events
which may render a suspension, for a time, of the mission, very
proper.! France has always been a pendulum. The extremest
vibration to the left has always been suddenly followed by the
extremest vibration to the right. I fear, however, that the ex-
tremest vibration has not yet been swung.

Upon this subject I solicit your confidential communications
by every post. As I have ever considered this manceuvre of
the French as the deepest and subtlest, which the genius of the
Directory and their minister has ever invented for the division
of our people, I am determined, if they ever succeed in it, the
world shall be convinced that their success was owing either to
want of capacity, or want of support, in

Jonn Apawms.

P. 8. Though I havé marked this letter private, you may use
it at your discretion for the purposes intended.

1 Out of this obviously just and natural view of possible contingencies, Mr.
Hamilton and his friends in the cabinet endeavored to constructa clm}e against
Mr. Adams, of misleading them as to his design that the mission should proceed.
Nothing is more clear throughout this correspondence than the fixedness of the
policy pursued by Mr. Adams, subject to modification only by circumstances
which could not be foreseen. Mr. Wolcott was the authority for Mr. Hamilton’s
statement. His wishes evidently biased his judgment. Hamilton’s Works,
vol. vi. p. 471,
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T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE, TO JOHN ADAMS.

Trenton, 9 September, 1799.

Sir, — I have the honor to inclose the opinions of the Attor-
ney-General and heads of departments on the petitions of John
Fries and others, insurgents in Bucks and Northampton coun-
ties in Pennsylvania, that no pardon should now be granted,
nor any answer given.

I am revising the draught of instructions for the envoys to
France, and making the alterations which have been agreed on.
I expect to transmit them to you by to-morrow’s mail; and am,
with great respect, &c.

TiMornY PICKERING.

(Inclosed.)
C. LEE, ATTORNEY-GENERAL, TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Alexandria, 2 September, 1799.

Sir,— On the 29th of last month I had the honor to receive
your letter of the 26th, inclosing the President’s of the 14th, and
the several petitions for pardon in favor of John Fries and others,
charged with high treason, and George Schaffer and others,
convicted of misdemeanor, and Jacob Eyerman and John Ever-
hart, charged with misdemeanor, in the late insurrection in
Northampton and other counties in Pennsylvania.

The question proposed by the President affecting the liberty
and property of some individuals, and the lives of others, has
received my particular attention and most mature deliberation.
I understand it as meaning whether any of the suppliants should
be pardoned; for unless a pardon is granted in some of the
cases, I am humbly of opinion no answer should be returned
in any.

The power of pardoning criminals is vested in the Chief
Magistrate for the public good. In deciding upon a petition
for pardon, it is to be considered whether it will more conduec
to the public good to deny or to grant it. To a benevolent and|’
generous heart acts of mercy are so pleasing as often to over-|:
power discretion, so that mercy to a few is cruelty to many.
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In the course of five years, two insurrections against the law-
ful authority of the United States have happened in Pennsyl-
vania. At a great public expense they have been each quelled.

.The first was more alarming,and was quelled at a much greater

expense,than the last. The offenders in the first experienced
the presidential clemency, and not a traitor suffered the punish-
ment of the law. The offenders in the last, charged with treason,
are yet all to be tried ; and in the late defence of Fries, I under-
stand, the dangerous doctrine was avowed by his advocates, of
whom the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was
one, that to resist by force the execution of a general revenue
Jaw of the United States, with intent that it should never be
executed in certain counties, amounted not to treason, but to a
misdemeanor only.

Pennsylvania, possessing very many good, is not without a
considerable number of bad citizens, some of whom are ignorant,
refractory, headstrong, and wicked. From these circumstances,
I think an exemplary punishment of rebellious conduct is more
necessary and will be more salutary in that State than in any
other, and therefore that considerations of public policy require
that the most criminal of the insurgents should be left to the
due and impartial course of the law.

If this be most proper in regard to those whose lives are in
jeopardy, it certainly is most proper towards those who have
been or shall be convicted of misdemeanors, and whose punish-
ments do not or shall not exceed the measure of their crimes.

In the treason cases, it is uncertain who, if any, will be con-
victed; but after judgment it will be then in season and also
in the power of the President to discriminate, and to arrest the
sword of justice, in regard to those who shall appear to have the
best claim to his gracious and merciful interposition.

The like opportunity will occur in relation to those who shall
be hereafter convicted of misdemeanor. As to such as have
been already sentenced, no special circumstances are stated
which distinguish the cases, and as no sufficient cause appears
for pardoning all of them, there is no ground for exempting any
from the punishment which they have been ordered to suffer;
and consequently all should satisfy the sentences of the law. I
believe Eyerman is a German priest, who but lately came into
America, and instantly entered on the function of sowing sedi-

\
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tion, and preparing his followers for works of darkness, disobe-
dience, and rebellion. He has not been tried, and there is no
danger of his being punished beyond his deserts.

Upon the whole, it is my mature opinion that the President
should not return any answer to either of the petitions, and that
no pardon should be granted under present circumstances to
any of the petitioners.

I am, Sir, very respectfully, &c.
CuarLEs Lee. '

Eyerman is a German priest, who has been in America about
two years, and not only thus early a sower of sedition in the
country where he has found an asylum, but of an infamous,
immoral character. Such has been my information.

Timorny Pickerine.

‘We entirely concur in the Attorney-General’s opinion, that
none of the petitioners should now be pardoned, nor any answer

given them.
TiMoTHY PICKERING.

OLiver WovrcorTT.
James McHENRY.
BEN. STODDERT.

Trenton, 7 Septem '717

T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE, TO JOHN ADAMS.

(Private.)
Trenton, 11 September, 1799.

Sir,— The general alarm of the yellow fever in Philadelphia,

occasioned the removal of the public offices to this place. This

has caused some delay in finishing the draught of instructions

for the envoys to the French republic, which I had the honor

of ‘transmitting you yesterday,' the draught having been pre-

viously examined, altered, and amended, conformably to the

opinions of the heads of department. I now ‘inclose some

papers relating to the subject, which want of time prevented
my forwarding yesterday.

1 Mr. Pickering’s letter of the 10th, coverin%he instructions, is marked thus:
“ Recd. Sept. 14th, at night, by the hand of William Smith, Esq., from Boston.”
See the letter in answer, dated the 16th.




24 OFFICIAL.

Of the three leading points which were fixed before your
departure from Philadelphia, we have ventured to propose a
deviation in one only, that respecting the réle Qequipagel For,
however clear in our own minds is the right of American citizens
to a full indemnification for captures and condemnations for
want of that document, after much deliberation, we thought, if
France would submit that and other questions to a board im-
partially constituted, as proposed in the draught, or in secret
declarations or stipulations agree to the specific rules of adjudi-
cations therein detailed, that the people of America might
think the negotiation ought not to be frustrated, as it might be,
by making such a concession an ultimatum. We thought, indeed,
that the captures of our vessels, because their cargoes were pro-
duced or fabricated in the British dominions, perfectly unjusti-
fiable, and a case more unexceptionable, if made an ultimatum.
But if France agrees to the rules of adjudication, or to the
mode of constituting a board of commissioners, as now proposed,
we conceived that the United States would be satisfied.

I propose to send a copy of the draught of instructions to
Mr. Ellsworth, and to invite his observations upon them, as it
is important that he should be satisfied. And if want of time
should prevent a second transmission of the instructions to you,
(which, however, I think will not be the case,) may I take the
liberty of proposing, if your judgment should not be definitively
made up on particular points, that we may, if Mr. Ellsworth
should desire it, and we all concur in opinion with him, make
alterations in the draught? Provided that none of the ultimata
be varied, except that which prescribes the mode of organizing
the board of commissioners.

* On the 26th ultimo I received the inclosed private letter from
/Mr. Murray, dated the 18th of June. The “very portentous
, scene,” which, by his advices from Paris, “appeared to be open-
ing there,” doubtless referred to what the newspapers have
‘valled “another explosion.” The dismission of Treilhard from
the Directory, and the forced resignation of la Reveillere le
Peaux and Merlin, which, with the other proceedings of the two
councils, demonstrate that the dictatorial power of the Directory
is overturned, have suggested to the heads of departméntsome

1 Volume viii. p. 627.
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doubts of the expediency of an immediate departure of the
envoys.

"The men lately in power, who gave the assurances you
required, relative to the mission, being ousted in a manner indi-
cative of a revolution. in the public ind, and, according to Mr.
Murray’s letter, the threats, now first uttered by the military, of a
KING, show such instability and uncertainty in the government
of France, and are ominous of such further and essential
changes, probably at no great distance, as made it appear to us
a duty to submit to your consideration the question of a tem-
porary suspension of the mission to that country, where a state
of things, and that final result which you long since foresaw
and predicted, appear to be rapidly advancing. Such a suspen-
sion would seem to us to place the United States in a more
commanding situation, and enable the President to give such a
tarn to the mission as the impending changes should in his
opinion demand. 0

Or if a revival of the system of terror should first take place,
which the last arrival of intelligence at New York now shows
to be probable, still the question of suspending the mission seems
to the heads of department to merit serious consideration. It is
an undoubted fact, that the character of the late change at Paris
has been purely Jacobinical. The clubs have been again opened,
and the Jacobins are everywhere active to electrify the people.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c.
TiMoruy PickeriNe.

B. STODDERT, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, TO JOHN .ADAMS.

Trenton, 18 September, 1799.

Sir,— I am honored with your letter of the 4th instant, and
cannot but lament that the accommodations to be obtained here
are very far inferior to such as would be suitable for the Presi-

! This letter, though sent in the name of the Secretary of State, was con-
curred in cordially by the Secretary of the Treasury and by the Secretary of
War—and more hesitatingly by Mr. Stoddert, who had n to show symp-
toms of di ement with the policy of his colleagues. Mr. Lee, the Attorney-
General, differed with them on the nomination of Mr. Vans Murray, which
he approved. He also differed with them upon the propriety of suspending the
misson.

VOL. IX. 3
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dent of the United States. Indeed, I am afraid none could be
obtained which would not be extremely inconvenient and dis-
agreeable to both Mrs. Adams and yourself. Yet having no
motive unconnected with your honor and that of the govern-
ment, I hope you will pardon my freedom in adhering to my
wish that you would join the officers here, before the depa.rture
of the mission to France. Or, if that should be suspended, that
you would not give the order for the suspension’ before your
arrival here. Colonel Pickering has addressed a letter to you
on this subject, with the concurrence of the other departments.
If you should be determined on the measure, nothing will be
lost by delaying to take it for a month, for I am sure the com-
missioners will not sooner than that time be ready to sail; and
Mr. Davie, who will leave North Carolina the 20th September,
could not be stopped much short of Trenton, if you were to
give orders for stopping him. On the other hand, if you should
consider the measure as a questionable one, you might, a month
hence, decide it, with the advantage of the lights which all the
advices to be received for a month, which may be very import-
ant, might throw on the subject. Whether it be decided to
suspend the mission, or otherwise, the decision may and will be
important. It will be a great measure either way, and will be
attended with consequences in proportion to its magnitude. All
the solemnity possible should perhaps be given to the decisjon.
General Washington, one of the most attentive men in the
world to the manner of doing things, owed a great proportion
of his celebrity to this circumstance. It appears to me, that the
decision in question would be better supported throughout the
country, if it be taken when you are surrounded by the officers
of government and the ministers, even if it should be against
their unanimous advice.

I will state, as briefly as I can, other reasons which influence
my wishes on the subject of your coming to Trenton.

I have never entertained the opinion, prevalent with many
persons, that we could not, during the present war in Europe,
maintain peace with botli France and England, though I believe
it will be a difficult matter. There are already indications that
England looks at us with a jaundiced eye, arising in part per-
baps from the effort to treat with France, in part from the repre-
sentations made by their commissioners and their minister, on
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the subject of the commission. under the sixth article of the treaty.
No doubt their commissioners had for a long time been preju-
diced and soured, and have in some instances acted as if it was
their desire to plunge the two nations into war. Our own, I
believe, have been actuated by pure views, but the difference
between them on almost every question has been so wide, that
it is difficult to conceive that both sides could have been rational,
and at the same time possess a desire to bring the business to
a just conclusion. Mr. Liston, mild and reasonable as he may
appear on other subjects, has not been so on this, and Mr. Rich,
who is to return to England in the packet, has written a letter
to our commissioners sufficiently indicative of a mind highly
irritated.

‘We have a right to make peace with France without asking
the permission of England, and we are not to submit to un-
reasonable and unjust constructions of the treaty for fear of her
resentment. 'It is our inclination and our policy to yield to no
injustice, and to do none. Acting on this system, if England
insists on a quarrel, however we may lament the calamity, yge
need not fear the result, if our own people are satisfied that the
government has acted in all instances right." But amicable and
candid explanations are dueto England and to ourselves. I
should presume it would be very proper to assure her imme-
diately, that to obtain peace with France we would sacrifice no
just right of England; and that a fair and candid representation
of the true grounds of difference between the commissioners
should be immediately furnished to Mr. King, with assurances
of the sincere desire of the government to execute justly the
treaty according to its true meaning. Perhapsit might be found
that some constructions of our commissioners might be yielded,
and that England might be told on what fair ground we could

meet her. —_—

Colonel Pickering is certainly too much occupied with the
business of his department to find time to understand this sub-
ject so well as our commissioners and the Attorney-General
must do; and it has therefore appeared to me that the best
course would be to call these gentlemen, at least the Attorney-
General, to the seat of government, to prepare the representation,
which should afterwards be pruned, by the heads of department,
of every thing like acrimony, and of any argument, if any such

— ——
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found admittance, calculated to confute rather than to convince.
Thus corrected, it might be submitted to the President. Now,
it seems to me that this course could not be adopted without
the direction of the President, nor, indeed, so well executed
without his presence; and I think the peace of the country may
depend upon taking the true ground now, and upon promptly
carrying into effect the proper measures to prevent a misunder-
standing, where it is 80 much our interest to be understood.

The great number of captures and condemnations, at Provi-
dence and Jamaica, of our vessels, has produced a sourness among
the best of our merchants, which will increase. If they arise
from the avarice and iniquity of the judges, without any agency
on the part of government, they would cease on a representa-
tion of the injury. If they are countenanced by the government,
this would probably cease, and reparation be made, if misrepre-
sentations and prejudices are removed. At all events, it is
degrading to our government to suffer them to continue, with-

an effort to prevent them.
! % On the subject of the mission to France, your character is
| known throughout the whole of the country; the gentlemen who
fill the great offices more immediately connected with the Pre-
l sident, however high their merit, and however respected, where
| known, not having before acted on the great theatre in conspi-
| cuous stations, are not enough known to inspire the same degree
of confidence; and it may not be believed that the instructions
to the ministers will wear exactly the same complexion, if you
are at Quincy, when they are delivered, as they would have
done, had you been on the spot.

As to the considerations which I meant as more immediately
relating to yourself, I have been apprehensive that ariful design-
ing men might make such use of your absence from the seat e seat of
government, when things so important to restore peage witl cage with
one country, and to preserve it with another, were tmnsacgng,
as to make your next election less honorable than.it would
otherwise be.

I have thus, Sir, in a very tedious letter indulged myself in
great freedoms. I have given my opinions with ‘candor, but
with great diffidence; for I am sensible that I am but a poor
politician. I hope you will not think the trouble of an answer
at all necessary. Whatever course you take, my inclination

.-
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will prompt me to think right, and my duty to support. I will,
however, observe, that if you should come to Trenton by the
10th of October, it will be in time to see the ministers, should
they proceed on the mission; in one month later, it will be safe
to go to Philadelphia, where I presume you would choose to be,
about that time.

"I have the honor to be, &ec., &c.

Ben. StoppERT.

-

TO B. STODDERT, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Quincy, 14 September, 1799.

Sir,— I received last night your favor of the 5th. The gen-
tleman you mention is a native of Boston, and well known. I
shall make no observations on his character. None of the
suspicions of the Americans in France, which the gentleman
of Maryland mentioned to you, will surprise the federalists in
this quarter.! But the popularity of the French has so dwindled
away, that no impression can be made to any great effect in
their favor. The nomination of envoys to treat has taken away
so many pretexts from some, and given such opportunities for
others to ¢ back out,” as my wagoners express themselves, that
the French government at least has few advocates left. Hich-
born is a man of talents, but of such mysterious, enigmatical,
and incomprehensible conduct, that no party seems to have
much confidence in him, though he is supposed to be inveterate
in opposition to federal men and measures.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 16 September, 1799.

Sir,— Saturday, the 14th, at night, I received, by the hand
«of William Smith, Esquire, your favor of the 10th. I have once
read, with some care, the important State paper inclosed with
it, and find little to add, little to diminish, and very little to

1 These suspicions mentioned in Mr. Stoddert’s letter were, that Mr. Hichborn
was an instrument of the French government, returning home to effect some
secret purpose. This is the same gentleman mentioned in vol. ii. p. 410.

3.
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correct! You do not inform me whether it has been considered
by the heads of department, and received their corrections or
approbation, but intimate that you should forward, by the mail
of the next day, some papers respecting it. I shall wait for
these, and then give them, and the excellent composition they
are connected with, a more attentive perusal, and write my
sentiments fully on the subject. Little time shall be lost. The

revolution in the Directory, and the revival of thé dlibs-and.

private socleties” in France, and the strong appearances_ of
another reign of democratic fury and sanguinary anarchy-ap-
proaching, seem to justify a relaxation of our zeal for the sudden
and Lasty departure of our envoys. If they remain in America
till all apprehensions of the autumnal equinoctial gales are
passed, it will be so much the more agreeable for them, and not
less safe for the public. Iam not sanguine enough to anticipate
news of the arrival of Prince Charles or Marshal Suwarrow at
Paris, or of a league with the King of Prussia, to restore monarchy
to France; but I think we may expect news by the middle of
October, which it may be advantageous for us to know, before
the departure of our envoys? I would come on to Trenton
before their sailing, if there were reason to suppose there would
be any utility in such a sacrifice. But I presume the whole
business may be as well conducted by letter and the post. If
you think otherwise, you will please to let me know.

TO J. MCHENRY, SECRETARY OF WAR.

Quincy, 18 September, 1799.
S1r,— I have ruminated so long upon the case of Andrew
Anderson, that I am under some apprehension that my feelings
have grown too strong, and produced a result that will not
appear to you perfectly right. I consider Cox and his associates

1 The instructions to the new ministers.

2 It seems difficult to conceive how any members of the cabinet could have
misunderstood the extent of Mr. Adams’s design to postpone the departure of
the envoys, after the readinﬁf this lettaer.wﬁ?hey would rot have done so, if
they had not been totally blinded by their hopes, that they could ultimately
overrule the whole project. They were not without stimulants from persons
outside to attempt this. Gibbs's Federal Administrations, vol. ii. p. 245. Ham-
tlton’s Works, vol. vi. p. 414.
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as very artful men, and, being probably considered as men of
great consequence in that country, they had the influence to
seduce a poor soldier to a crime, for which they probably deserve
to be punished, as well as he. In announcing the pardon
inclosed, you may order what solemnities you think fit. He
may receive his- pardon at the gallows, where it may be
announced that it will be the last time such a crime will be
pardoned.!

OLIVER ELLSWORTH TO JOHN ADAMS.

Hartford, 18 September, 1799.
Sir, —If the present convulsion in France, and the symptoms
of a greater change at hand, should induce you, as-reany seem
to expect, to postpone. for a short tinie the mission to that
country, T wish for the earliest notice of it. The Circuit Court
in"This State and Vermont fell through last spring from the
indisposition of Judge Chase, and must now fall through again
from the indisposition of Judge Cushing, unless I attend them.
I am beginning the court here, and should proceed on to Ver-
mont, if I was sure of not being called on in the mean time to
embark. It is, Sir, my duty to obey, not advise, and I have
only to hope that you will not disapprove of the method I take

to learn the speediest intimation of yours.?
I have the honor to be, &c.
Oriver ErLsworTH.

TO T. PICKERING, SBECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 19 September, 1799.

Sir,— On the 17th, at night, I had the pleasure of receiving
your favor of the 11th, and have given it that attention which
the great importance of its contents deserves® On the subject
of the réle d’équipage, 1 feel a strong reluctance to any relaxation

' «A soldier tried on a charge of deserting his post, and aiding and assistin
two prisoners to make their escape from confinement, when he was sentinel an
had charge of them, and losing his arms and accoutrements.” McHenry’s Letter,
11th September.

* This letter had been instigated by more than one member of the cabinet.
Mr. Ellsworth seems to have sent it at a venture. See his letters to Mr. Wolcott
in Gibbs's Federal Administrations, vol. ii. pp. 265, 266.

3 Page 28.
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of the peremptory demand we agreed on before I left Philadel-
phia, and General Marshall’s observations are very just, yet it
may be wiser to leave it to the discretion of the envoys, under
the limitations suggested, and I shall acquiesce in the opinion
of the heads of department. I am glad you have sent a copy
to the chief justice. I had several long conversations with him
_ last winter, on the whole subject. He appears to.-me to agree
most perfectly.in -sentiment with 1me-upon. every point of aur
' policy towards France and England, and this policy was founded
anly in perfec purity of moral sentiment, natural equity, and
- Christian faith towards both nations. I am, therefore, under no
hesitation in the propriety of sending the draught to him, nor
in consenting that, if want of time should prevent a second
transmission of the instructions to me, the heads of department,
in concert with him, may make alterations in the draught, within

e limitations you propose. Indeed, Mr. Ellsworth is so great
a master of business, and his colleagues are so intelligent, that
I should not be afraid to allow them a greater latitude of dis-

retion, if it were not unfair to lay upon them alone the burden
and the dangerous responsibility that may accompany this busi-
ness.

That portentous scenes are opened in France, is past a doubt.
The directors, who sent us the assurances, are, for what we
know, all removed. The new ones we know nothing of. Bar-
ras, we have no reason to believe very friendly to us. Siéyes,
we have reason to fear, is unfriendly. The «threats by the
military, of a king,” which Mr. Murray mentions, are to me no
solid indications of a restoration. That every comet, which
has appeared, will return, I have no doubt; but the period of its
revolution is very difficult to calculate. The system of terror
will revive, if the terrorists can find means to revive it. These
means imply money to pay, clothe, feed, and arm soldiers, on
one hand, and timidity and dejection enough in their domestic
enemies to submit to their exactions and cruelties. These are
all problems to us, to all Europe, and, probably, to the French
themselves.

There is one observation which appears to me of great im-
portance. The reign of terror has ever appeared the most dis-
posed to accommodate with us. This is humiliating enough,
but it is not our fault. It is not very clear to me what our
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inferences ought to be from this fact. Neither the royalists, nor
the aristocrats, nor the priesthood, have ever discovered the least
complaisance for us. It is an awful question to me what chance
we should have, if our ambassadors should have to treat at a
Congress for a general pacification. Should we not have more
to fear from the secret jealousy of every power, than even from
that of France and Spain? With great anxlety upon this whole
subject, and with much respect for you, I remain
JonN Avpawms.

“k./‘ -

P. 8. Ireturn Mr. Murray’s letter, and I will soon write more
directly concerning the draught.

TO T. PICKERING, SECRETARY OF STATE.

Quincy, 21 September, 1799.

Sometime between the 10th and 15th of October I shall join
you at Trenton, and will suspend till that time the ultimate
determination concerning the instructions. I pray you to write
to the Attorney-General to meet us. We must be all together,
to determine all the principles of our negotiations with France
and England.

I have been obliged to sail for Europe in the middle of winter
once, and on the 17th of November at another time. Any day
between _the 20th and 30th of October is as good a time to
embark for Europe, as any part of the year. If our envoys
are delayed so Iong at least, it w1ll be no misfortune.

TO B. STODDEIiT, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. I)

Quincy, 21 September, 1799,
Sir, — I have read over and over again your letter of the 13th.
I regret extremely another blunder of the post-office, by which
it has been sent to the southward and returned to me only last
night. You needed not to have apalogized for its length ; there
is not a word in it to spare. You may not write me any more
la’fers, which are To reach Quincy or Boston, after the 29th of
September. I will be at Trenton by the 10th, 12th, or at latest
c
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the 15th of October, if no fatal accident prevents. Mrs. Adams,
although she is determined to risk her life by one more journey
to Philadelphia, will not come with me. She will come after
me, so that I shall want no extraordinary accommodations. I
can and will put up, with my private secretary and two domes-
tics only, at the first tavern or first private house I can find. I
shall desire the attendance of the Attorney-General and the
American commissioners as soon <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>