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PREFACE. IN obedience to the orders of the Mlost Worshipful Grand Lodge of Virginia, | present
to my Brethren the Third Edition of the Virginia Masonic Text-Book at a rather earlier period than
anticipated. By the melancholy conflagration, which laid a very large part of the business portion of
the City of Richmond in ruins on the ever-memorable 3rd day of April, 1865, when the Confederate
army surrendered the city to the Federal troops, the entire remnant of the Second Edition was
consumed, and the present rendered necessary. | need not, and therefore will not detain the reader
by an elaborate Preface, setting forth all the excellencies of this work, but will proceed at once to
point out a few which have stood the test of time and practice. The Ritual of this Text-Book has
stood the scrutiny of forty-six years' experience of the various Working Committees of the Grand
Lodge of this State; the severe criticism of the Baltimore Convention in 1843, of which | was the
President; and been sanctioned by the approval either expressed or implied of most of the Grand
Lodges in correspondence with this. The Code of Laws, as laid down in the Methodical Digest, and
predicated on the Ahiman Rezon, or Book

Page IV

iv PREFACE. of Constitutions, is so nearly perfect, as in most instances to have acted as the Book
of Reference by which many of the questions of Jurisprudence which have agitated the Grand
Lodges of this Continent have seemingly been settled. The beautiful efficiency of this Code is fully
exemplified in the Brotherly harmony and quiet which has prevailed throughout our Jurisdiction for
nearly a century. The Historical part, which abounds in useful and instructive matter, as drawn from
the writings of Preston, Webb, Read, Mackey and others, will amply compensate the reader for the
time devoted to its careful perusal. ND, NEMBER, A. L. 5866 A. D. 1866. RICItIOND,
NOVEMBER, A. L. 5866, A. D. 1866.
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION, In presenting to the Masonic Fraternity the following Manual or
Text-Book, as the Organ of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, | am compelled to throw myself on their
indulgence for any errors which they may detect either in style or arrangement, and to plead that the
work has been begun, continued and finished while under the constant interruptions incident to a
professional life, and must beg to assure them that no inducement short of a sense of imnperious
duty could have brought me to accept the arduous task of compiling and editing a work on Masonry
bearing the authoritative and imposing title of a Text-Book. The responsibility, however, which
attaches to the undertaking has been greatly lightened by the severe criticism and subsequent
approval which it has received at the hands of two of the most enlightened committees appointed by
the Grand Lodge for that purpose, and to whose reports embodied in the work, | beg to refer the
reader. For the History of Masonry, its origin, antiquity and present development, | stand pledged to
prove by authentic and indubitable records now in my possession, that the statements made are
verified, and have received the sanction of virtuous and enlightened men in every age down to the
present; | have contented myself with merely giving the heads or outlines of those facts which will
induce and enable the studious Mason to inform himself and become learned and useful
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Vi PREFACE. in his profession, by consulting those authorities, both sacred and profane, on which
those statements rest. The Book of Constitutions or Ahiman Rezon, is a literal transcript of that
which was collated from old and authentic sources by the M. W. Grand Lodge of England in the
beginning of the last century, and by her promulgated to the whole world, so that it is now in every
language and in every civilized portion of the globe, the basis on which the superstructure of Free
Masonry must be erected; and any departure from them constitutes a removal of those Ancient
Land-Marks which all authority, holy and profane, severely censure. This being the fact, how
important is it that every Mason should make himself intimately acquainted with all its
requirements, not only as a safeguard against any, the smallest violation thereof on his own part, but
to enable him to prevent the mischievous consequences of errors of omission in others to whom




may be entrusted the exercise of its high behests. No reflecting Mason can rise from a perusal of the
requirements of this Constitution without being forcibly reminded how far short the most zealous
votary of our time-honored Institution falls firom the performance of those duties and obligations
therein enjoined, a just and due appreciation of which induced our Illustrious Brother George
Washington to say in a letter addressed to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, dated in 1792, on the
occasion of receiving a copy of the Constitutions from that Grand Lodge:-" Flattering as it may be
to the human mind, and truly honorable as it is, to receive from our fellowcitizens testimonies of
approbation for exertions to promote the public welfare, it is not less pleasing to know that the
milder virtues of the heart are hzlhl3y respected by a Societ, WHOSE LIBERAL PRINCIPLES
ARE FOUNDED ON THE IMMUTABLE LAWS OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE.
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PREFACE. Vii "To enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy the benevolent design of a
Masonic Institution; and it is most fervently to be wished that the conduct of every member of the
Fraterlnity, as well as those publications that discover the principles that actuate them, may tend to
convince mankind, Th1IAT THE GRAND OBJECT OF MASONRY IS TO PROMOTE TIIE
HAPPINESS OF THE HUMAN RACE." For the work and illustrations of Masonry, | have pursued
as closely as possible those Illustrious Beacon Lights, William Preston of the Lodge of Antiquity,
London, and Thomas S. Webb, P. G. Master of Rhode Island, which having been in use in this
country now nearly a century, stamp at once their antiquity and consequent value. In compiling the
Laws of the Grand Lodge, | have drawn upon the labors of the R. W. John K. Read, P. D. Grand
Master, and R. W. James Henderson, P. J. Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, but more
especially on the latter, whose highly gifted and methodic mind prepared the Methodical Digest of
those Laws, which being based upon the Constitution of Masonry, and in strict accordance with the
usages of the Fraternity, have stood the test of sixty years' experience in their practical operations
on the Government of the Craft, and will be found equally applicable to other Grand Jurisdictions.
For the benefit of my Brethren who may be concerned in forming new Lodges, or revising Laws of
the old ones, | have subjoined a copy of the By-Laws of Richmond Randolph Lodge No. 19, which
having been framed in 1794, by our venerable Brother, William I-1. Fitzwhylsonn, afterwards, and
for twenty-five years Grand Secretary, aided by others equally skilled in Masonry, and having been
in constant use since that
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Viii PREFACE. time in the government of that Lodge, entitle them to the appellation of a CODE,
as nearly perfect as can be necessary for practical purposes. | have thus endeavored, in due
obedience to the orders of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, to present my Masonic Brethren a Book of
purely practical character, which every Mason ought to make himself intimately acquainted with, in
order that he may be qualified to act well his part in any situation to which the partiality of his
Brethren may call him. Whether | have succeeded or not, time alone must determine. THE
AUTHOR. RMcNOND, VA, Sept. A. L. 5846, A. D. 1846.
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THE VIRGINIA MASONIC TEXT-BOOK, CHAPTER | ORIGIN OF MASONRY. With a view
to the discussion and settlement of this question, it becomes primarily necessary to assert what
Masonry is.. At the present day, among, all enlightened members of the Fraternity, it has two
meanings, under the style of Operatize and Speculative Masonry. By the former it is, under its
synonyme, Geometry, made to conduce to man's temporal wants by furnishing shelters from the
weather, and by the appliances of architectural symmetry, varied by the taste and talents of
succeeding generations, has imprinted its existence in every country and clime where civilization
prevails, by those magnificent structures which are the pride and admiration of every nation. By
Speculative ~Masonry, we mean Virttie in its most extended sense, as taught by the daily exercise
of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and which compels or requires the initiated to subdue the
passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good report, maintain secrecy and practise charity. It
is so intimately interwoven with religion as to lay its professors under the strongest obligation to
pay to the Deity that rational and heart-emanating homage which at once constitutes their duty and
happiness. Reasoning, then, on these acknowledged data, it will not be necessary to detain the
reader with a long account of the Origin of Masonry. Certain it is, and must be, that when the first
man was formed in the image of God, the 2
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1.4 YVIItGINIA TEXT-BOOK. Principles of Masonry, as a Divine gift from Heaven were stamped
upon his heart by the Great Architect of the Universe. With this explanation of what Mlfasonry is,
we may be permitted to add the beautiful description of its origin by that greatly learned and truly
zealous Brother, WVilliam Preston, of the Lodge of Antiquity in London, who says: F:' r'm tihe
comlmencement of the world, we may trace the foundation of Masonry. Ever since symimretry
began, and harimony displayed her charms, our Order has had a being. During many ages, and in
many different countries, it has flourished. No art, no science preceded it. In the dlark periods of
antiquity, when literature was in a low state, and the rude manners of our forefathers withheld flom
therm that knowledoe wve noiw so amply share, Masonry ciffused its influence. Thus science
uvreiled, arts arose, civilization took place, anld thle p)rogress of knowledge and philosophy
gradually dispieliecl the gloom of ignorance and barblarisn. Government being settled, authority
was given to laws, and the assemblies of the Fraternity acquired the patronage of the great and the
good, while the tenets of the _profession diffused unbounldedl atility. "Abstracting from the purle
pleasu'es which arise foml fr'iendship, so wisely constituted as that which subsists amonog
Mlasons, and whichl it is scarcely possible that any circunstance or occurrence canl erase. Masonry




is a science confinedl to no particular country, but extends over the whole terrestrial globe.
Wherever arts flourisil, there it flourishes too. Add to thlis, that by secret and inviolable signs,
carefully preserved among the Fraternit y, it becomes an universal language. I-ence umany
advantages are gained: The distant Chinese. the wild Arab and the American Savage will embrace a
brother Briton, and -will'’know, that beside the common ties of humanity, there is still a stronger
obligation to induce him to kind and friendly offices. The spirit of the fulminating priest will be
tamed; and a mlioral brother, though of a different persuasion, engage his esteem; for mutual
toleration in religious opinions is one of the most distinguishing and valuable characteristics of the
Craft. As all religions teach morality, if a brother be found to act the part of a truly honest man, his
private speculative opinions are left to God and himself. Thus, through the influence of Masonry,
which
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 15 is reconcilable to the best policy, all those disputes whichl
embitter life, and soure the tempers of men, are avoided, while the common good, the general
object, is zealou.sly pursued. "From this view of our system,; its utility rmust be sufficiently
obvious. The universal principles of the art unite, in one indissoluble bond of affection, men of the
most opposite tenets, of the most distant countries, and of the most contradictory opinions, so that in
every nation a Maison will find a ficrie.nd, and in every clime a homi,'e." Such is the nature of our
institution, that in the Lodge, union is cemented by sincere attachment, and pleasure is reci riocally
columunicated in thle chee-rful observance of every obliging office. Virtue, the grand object in
vieiw, Imuninous as the meridian sun, shines refulgent on the mind, enlivens the heart, and
heightens cool approbation into iwarim sympathy -anod cordial attention.” CHAPTER IT.
ANTIQUITY OF MASO)NRY, AS DERItIVED FItOM HOLY WRI>I'T. That Adam, our great
progenitor, was ignorant of the principles of geometry can hardly be supposed, for after his
expulsion from the garden of Eden, he built an habitation for himself and family, and no doubt
instructed his descendants in that noble science, and its application to whatsoever crafts were
convenient for those early times. Cain, with his f:amily and adherents, being preinstructed in the
principles of geometry and architecture, built a strong city and called it Dedicate or Consecrate,
after the name of his eldest son Enoch, whose race, following his example, improved themselves
not only in geometry and masonry, but made discoveries of several other useful arts. The
descendcants of Seth came nothing behind those of Cain, in the cultivation of geometry and
masonry. This patriarch greatly profited in those noble sciences,
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16 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. under the tuition of Adam, with whom he lived till the year of the
world 930, and succeeded him in the direction of the Craft; who, as a monument of his superior
abilities, and love to posterity, foreseeing the universal desolation which would happen by fire or
water, and deprive mankind of those arts and sciences at that time existing, raised two pillars of
stone, and inscribed thereon an abridgement of the arts and sciences, particularly geometry or
masonry, in order to withstand the overthrow of the flood, which Josephus, the historian, informs us
were to be seen in his time, in the land of Siriad, by the name of Seth's or Enoch's pillars.
Methuselah, with his son Lamech and grandson Noah, retired from the corrupt world, and in their
own peculiar family preserved the religion of the promised AMessiah pure, and also the art of
Masonry till the flood. The ark was built on principles of geometry. Noah and his family, besides a
number of all created beings, were saved from the general deluge; he and his three sons are,
therefore, the progenitors of the present race of mankind. From the Sacred Writings we learn, that
Noah and his sons, being all of one language and speech, it came to pass as they journeyed from the
East to the t5est, they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there together as NToachidae or
sons of Noah, the first name of Masons, and under which name many brethren are known in France
up to the present day. In following that great luminary of the Craft, the Holy Bible, we find the
tower of Babel is built, and before its entire completion, by the will of the Divine Architect, the
language of the builders is confounded and the people dispersed, all of which shows that, after the




dispersion, they still carried with them the knowledge of Masonry, and improved it to a great degree
of perfection.
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 17 Nimrod or Belus, the son of Cush, the eldest son of Ham, and
founder of the Babylonian monarchy, kept possession of the plain, and founded the first great
empire at Babylon. From Shinar the science and the art were carried to distant parts of the -wNorld,
notwithstanding the confusion of the dialects, and which is presumed to have given rise to the
universal practice of conversing without speaking, and communications between liasons by tokens
or signs. AMizraim,. the second son of -Ham, carried to, and preserved in Egypt, the original skill,
and cultivated the arts-monuments of which are still extant in that country under the name of
Pyramids, which are, and have been, the universal admiration of succeeding ages. The successors
of?iizraim, who were styled the sons of ancient kings, encouraged the art, down to the last of their
race, the learned king Alnas8s. It is presumed that the offspring of Shem propagated the science as
far as China and Japan. Abraham, born two years after the death of NToah, had learned the science,
before the Grand Architect of the universe called him to travel from U-r of the Chaldlees. He
communicated it to the Canaanites, for which they honored him as a prince. Isaac, Ishmael and
Jacob, no doubt were taught the science by their progenitor. Joseph was also well instructed by his
father, for the Scripture informs us he excelled the Egyptians in knowledge, and was installed. by
Pharaoh himself as a ruler over the people. It is well known, and needs no comment here, that
Mtelchizedeck is recognized amongst us as one of the most venerable patrons of the Order. That the
Israelites practised iMasonry in Egypt is a well authenticated fact from the Bible. We read "they
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18 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. were trained up" to the building of two cities with stone and brick for
the Egyptians, and it undoubtedly was the design of the 1MVost High to make them expert Masons
before they should possess the promised land. In their peregrinations through the wilderness, after
their singular deliverance from Egyptian bondage, on their voyage to the land which was promised
they should possess for an inheritance forever, God was pleased to inspire Moses, and gave him the
decalogue, which can be summed up in those two doctrines, honor God and love thy neighbor, (and
in what society are those two precepts better exemplified tghan among Miasons?) WThen My-oses,
after a sojourn of forty days on MBtount Sinai, came down with the laws, he entered into his tent.
Aaronll, his brother, who afterwards became high priest, came to visit him, and MToses acquainted
him with the laws he had received from God with the explanation of them. After this Aaron placed
himself at the right hand of Mloses, and Eleazer and Ithamar (sons of Aaron) were admitted, to
whom MSoses repeated what he had said to Aaron. IMoses afterwards declared the same over to the
elders of the Sanhedrim, composed of seventy members, after which instruction he reduced the law
to writing, except the explanations; these he thought sufficient to commit and entrust to their
memories, with instructions to teach them to their children and their offspring. Hl-e also ordered the
more skilful to meet him as in a lodge or tabernacle, and gave them wise charges and regulations,
from which they should not deviate. Joshua, the faithful follower of Mlfoses, succeeded him, with
Caleb and Eleazer, the high priest, and Phineas, his deputy. After the conquest and settlement of the
promised land, the Israelites made further progress in. the study
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 19 of geometry and architecture, having many expert artists. The
city of Tyre or Tsor was built by a great body of Sidonian Masons from Gabala, under a Grand
[Master and a number of princes. In after times, Ahibal, King of Tyre, repaired and beautified that
city, and so did his son Hiram, being also a IMason. H-le became one of the principal architects of
that stupendous edifice which has been and always will remain the admiration of the world, viz:
Solomion's temple. CHAPTER HIIl. ANTIQUITY OF ~MASONRY, AS DERIVED PFRO[ A
NIUMBER OF E]XTRACTS OF OLD MANUSCRIPTS AND RECORDS IN GREAT BItITAIN.
I. An old manuscript, which was destroyed with many others in 1720, said to have been in the




possession of Nicholas Stone, a curious sculptor under Inigo Jones, contains the following
particulars: St. Albans loved Masons well, and cherished them Imuch, and made their pay right
good; for he gave theml 2 shillings per weeke, and 3d. to their cheer; whereas, before that time, in
all the land, a Mason had but a penny a day and his mleat, until St. Albans mended itt, and lie gott
them a charter from the king and his counsell for to hold a general counsell, and gave itt to name
assemblie. Thereat he was himselfe, and did helpe to make Masons, and gave them good charges."
I1. A record of the society, written in the reign of Edward V., formerly in possession of the famous
Elias
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20 VIRGINIA- TEXT-BOOK. Ashmole, the founder of the Miuseum of Oxford, England: "Though
the ancient records of the Brotherhood in England were many of them destroyed or lost in the wars
of the. Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelstane, (the grandson of King Alfied the Great, a mlighty
architect,) the first annointecd King of England, and who translated the Sacred Scriptures into the
Saxon tbngue, (A. D..930,)'when he had brought the land into rest and peace, built many great
works, and encouraged nlany Masons from France, who were appointed overseers thereof, and
bronght with them the charges and regulations of the Lodges, preserved since the Roman times;
who also prevailed with the king to improve the Constitution of the English Lodges according to the
foreign model, and to increase the wages of the rolrkino Masons. The said king's brother, Prince
Edwivin, being taughlt Masonry, and taking upon him the charges of a Master Mlasoi, for the love
he had to the said Craft, and the honorable principles whereon it is grounded, purchased a free
charter of King Athelstane, for tle Masons having a correction apmong themselves, (as it was
anciently expressed,) or a freedom and power to regulate themselves, to amend what mlight happen
amiss, and to hold a yearly communication and General Assemhblv. "Accordingly, Prince Edwin
summoned all the Masons in the realln to meet him in a congregation at York,* who calne and
composed a general Lodge, of which he was Grand Master; and having bronght with him all the
writings and records extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and other languages,
from the contents thereof the assembly did frame the Constitution and charges of the Ancient
English Lodge; they made a law to preserve and observe the same in all timle coming, and ordained
good pay for working Masons, &c. And lie made a book thereof, how the Craft was founded; and
he himself ordered and commandedf that it should be read, and told when any Mason should be
made, and for to give him his charges. And fiom that day until this time, manners of Masons have
been kept in that form, as well as men might govern. "Furthermore, however, at diverse assemblies
certain charges have been made and ordained by the best advice of Masters and fellowes, as the
exigencies of the Craft made necessarie." Hence the origin of Ancient York Masonry.

Page 21

ANTIQUITY OF -MASONRY. 21 In the reign of' King Edward the Third, when Lodges were more
frequent, the Right Worshipful the Mlaster and fellows, with the consent of the lords of the realm,
(for most great men were then iMasons,) ordained as follows:" That for the future, at the making or
admlission of a Brother, the Constitution and the ancient charges should be read by the Master or
Wardens.* " That such as were to be admitted Master Masons, or Masters of the Work, should be
examined whether they be able* to serve their respective lords, as well the lowest as the highest, to
the honor and worship of the aforesaid art, and to the profit of their Lord or MAaster, for they be
their Lords or AMasters that employ and pay them for their service and travel.” 1V. The following
particulars are also contained in a very old manuscript, of which a copy was in the possession of the
Right Worshipful George Payne, Grand iMaster, in 1718: "That Awhen the Master and Wardens
meet in a Lodge, if need be, the sheriff of the county, or the mayor of the city, or aldermen of the
town, in which the congregation is held, should be made fel low and sociate to the Master, in help
of him against rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the realm."That entered prentices, at their
making, were charged not to be thieves, or thieves' maintainers; that they should travel honestly for
their pay, and love their fellowes as them-Iselves, be true to the King of England, to the realm and
to the Lodge. "That at such congregations it shall be required, whether any Master or fellow has




broken any of the articles agreed to; and if the offender, being dully cited to appear, prove rebel,
and will not attend, tlhen the Lodge shall determine against him, that he shall forswear (or
renounce) his Masonry, and shall no more use this * This good rule.ought to be always enforced.
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22 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. Craft, the which if he presulme for to do, the sheriff of tile county
shall prison him, and shall take all his goods into tle king's hands, until his grace be granted him and
issued. For this cause principally have these congregations been ordained, that as well the lowest as
the highest should be well and truly served in the aforesaid arlt, throughout all the Kingdom of
England. Amen —so mote it be." V. The Latin register of William Molart, Prior of Canterbury, in
manuscript paper 88, dated 1429, informs us, that in the year 1429, during thle minority of H-lenry
the Sixth, a respectable Lodge was held at Canterbury, under the patronage of IHenry Chicheley,
the Archbishop, at which were present Thomas Stapylton, the Master, John Mlorris, Custos de la
Loge Lathomorum, or Warden of the Lodge of llasons, with fifteen fellowcrafts, and three entered
apprentices, all of whom are particularly named. A record of' the same period says: " The Company
of Masons. being otherwise termed Free Masons, of auntient staunding, and gude reckoninge, by
means of afftble and kind meetings clyverse tymes, and as a loving brotherhood used to do, did
frequent this lutual assembly in the time of Henry tile 4th, in the 12th year of his reign, A. D.
1434.* The same recordc in another part says:' That the charges and laws of the Free Masons have
been seen and perused by our late sovereigl, ling Henry the 6th, and by the lords of his most
honolurable council, who have allowed them ancd declared, that they be right good and reasonable
to be holden, as they have been drawn out andc collected from thle records of auntient tyllles, &c.
&c." VI. Alcident Cha,'eCs.-" Ye shall be true to the King, andl the master you serve, and to the
fellowship whereof you are admitted. Ye * Extract of Stowe's Survey, chap. v. p. 215.
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 23 shall be true to and love eidher odher. Ye shall call eidher odher
Brother or Fellow, not slave, nor any unkind name. " Ye shall ordain the wisest to be master'of the
work; and neither for love nor lineage, riches nor favour, set one over the, work who hath but little
knowledge; whereby the nmaster would be evil served, and ye ashamed, and also ye shall call the
governour of the work master in the time of working with him; and ye shall truly deserve your
reward of the master ye serve. " All the Freres* shall treat the peculiarities of eidher oclher with the
gentleness, clecencie, and forbearance he thinks cldue to his own. "Ye shall have a reasonable pay,
and live honestly. " Once a year ye are to come and assemble together, to consult how ye may best
work to serve the-craft, and to your own profit a-nd credit." VII. A manuscript copy of an
examination of some of the Brotherhood, taken before King Henry the 6th, was found by the
learned John Locke, Esq., in the Bodleian library. This dialogue possesses a double claim to our
regard: first for its antiquity, and next for the ingenions notes andc conjectures of iLtr. Locke upon
it; some of which we have retained. The approbation of a philosopher of as great merit and
penetration as the Engglisl nation ever produced, added to the real value of the piece itself, must
give it a sanction, and render it deserving a serious and candid examination. This ancient
manuscript is as follows: "A certayne questyons, with answeres to the saime, concernynge thle
mysterye of Maconrye: wryttene by the hande of King IHenrye, the Sixthe of the name, and
faythfullye copyed by mue Johann Leylande,JI Antiquarius, by the command of his H-igihnesse.t -
IFtreres. French, signifying Brethren. i " John Leylande was appointed by Kilg HIHenry the eighth,
at the dissolution of the monasteries, to search for, and save such books and records as were
valuable amonag thelis. lie was a man of great labour and industry.” IL "Is S liyhness, meaning ihe
said KI[ing I-lenry the eighth. Our Kings had not then the title of Maljesty.™
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24 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. " They be as followethe: " Quest. What mote ytt be? "AsU,. Yit beeth
the Skylle of nature, the undcerstondynge of the myghte that is hereynne, andc its soncirye
werckynges; sonderlyche, the Skylle of rectenyngs, of waightes, and inetynges, and the tren manere




of faconnynge al thynges for mannes use, headlye, dwellynges, and buylcynges of alle kindes, and
al odher thynges that make gudde to manne. " Quest. Where did ytt begyne? "LAesw. Ytt clyd
begynne with the fyrste menne yn the este, whych were before the ffyrste manne of the weste, and
comynge westlye, ytt hath broulghte herwyth alle comforts to the wyllde and comfortlesse. " Quest.
Who dycd brynge ytt westlye?"'esw. The Venetianls,* whoo begynge grate merchaundces, comed
ffyrste ifromume the este ynn Venetia, ifor tle coimmoclytye of marchaundysynge beithe este and
weste, bey the Rledce and Myddlelonde Sees.’ Q(s.t. Ho-Lwe comede ytt yn Engeloncl-e "A/1ISwv.
Peter Gower,t a Grlecian, journeyedl e fflor kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, and in everyche
londe whereat the Venetians hadde plaunltedde Maconrye, and wynnynge entrance yn al Lodges of
Macconnes, he lernecl iuche, ancl retournedde, anld worked yn' The TrVceti:e's, &c." In timles of
ignorance, it is no NwTonder that the Phsenfciaiis should be mistalken for the IYeeetieanrs. Or,
perhaps, if the people were not taken onle for the other, similitude of sound might deceive the clerk
who first took down the examination. The Phenecians were the greatest voyagers among the
ancients, and were in Europe thought to be the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from
the east with other arts.” 1 Peter' Gower. "This must be another mistake of the writer. | was puzzled
at first td guess who Peter Gower should be, the name being perfectly English; or how a Greek
should come by such a name; but as soon as | thought of Pythagoras, | could scarce forbear smiling
to find that philosopher had undergone a metempsychosis he never dreamt of. We need only
consider the French pronunciation of this naime Pythagore, that is, Petegore, to conceive how easily
such a mlistake might be made by an unlearned clerk. IThat Pythagoras travelled for Iknowled-ge
into Egypt, &c., is known to all the learned, aid that he was initiated ilto several different orders of
Priests, who in those days kept all their learning secret friom the vulgar, is as wvell known.
Pythagoras, also, made every geometrical theorem a secret, and admllitted only such to the
knowledge of theim, as had first undergone a five years' silence. IHe is supposed to be the inventor
of the x!viitlh of the first book of Euclid, for wvhich, in the joy of his heart, it is said lIhe sacrificed
a hecatonmb. lle also kneivw the true system of the world lately revived by Copernicus, anld was
certainly a most wonderful mann. See his life by Dion Hal."
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ANTIQUITY OF MIASONFRY. 25 Grecia Magna,* wachsyncge, and becommynge a myghtye
wyseacre,t and gratelyche renownedl and here hle firamel a great Lodge at Groton,t and tmakecl
manye Maconnes, some whereoffe dyd journnye yn Fraunce, and lakecl manye Maconnes,
wherefromme, in processe of tyme, the arte passed yn Engelonlde. " Quest. Dothe Alaconnes
descouer here arts mlto odhers 1 " Aisw. Peter Gower, when he journeyedde to lernne, was ifyrste
made, and anonne techedde, even soe shulcle all oclhers be and teche. Maconnes~ hauthe always yn
everyche tyme from tyme to tyme communtycatedde to mankynlde soche of her secrettes as
generallyche myghte be usefulle; they haueth kepedc backe soche aliein as shulde be harmfulle yff
they commend yn euylle haundles, oder soche as ne myghte be holpynge wythouten the techynges
to be joynedde herwythe in the Lodge, oder soche as do bynde the Freles more strongelyche
togecler, bey the profytte, and commodyte cornynge to the Confrerie herfriomnme. "Quest. Whatte
artes haueth the Macolnnes techecldde mankynde. "A4dsw. The Artes Aoricultura, Architectura,
Astronomia, Geometria, Numeries, Ma[usica, Poesie, Kynmistrye, Governmente and Itelygyonne.
"Qucst. How comlh3le MLconnes more teachers than ocldher men. A":nszc. They hemi-;el'fe
haueth alilein the arte of fyndcyng neue artes, whyche arte the flyerste Maconnes receaued fromii
Godde; by the whyche they fyndethe whatte artes herln plesethe, and the true way of techynge the
same. Whatt odher menne doethe Ifynde out, ys onelyche bey chaunce, and herfore but lytel I tro. "
Quest. What dclothe the AMaconnes concele and hyde? "A oszl. Thay concelethe the art of
ffynding neue artes, and thattys -for here owne proffytte, and preise. Thay conceleth the art of
kepynge secrettes, that soe the worlde mayeth nothinge concele * Gecia Afcrao. "1 part of Italy,
formerly so called, in which the Greeks had settled a large colony.” t" IVeeiseager, in the old
Saxon, is philosopher, wiselrman or wizard." Grotonz. " Groton is the name of a place in England.
The place here meant is (rotona, a city of Grecia MBagna, which inl th teime of Pythagoras was
very populous.” ~ Maconzees thave!he commnsofzicosecled, &c. " This paragraph hath something




remarkable in it. It contains a justification of the secresy so much boasted of by Masons, and so
nmuch blamed by others, asserting that they have in all ages discovered such things as might be
useful, and that they conceal such only as would be hurtftil either to the world or themselves.
WV hat ithese secrets are, we see afterwards.” o
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26 TVIR.GINIA TEXT-BOOK. from them. T1hey concelethe the art of wuntlder-werklynge, and of
fore sayingesthynoes to come, thatt so thay salme arltes mlay not be usedde of thle wyckedde to an
euylle ende; thay also conceuthe the arte of chaunges,* the wey of wynnyng the faculty of Abrac,t
the skylle of becommynce guclle and parfyghlte withouten the holpynges of fere and hope, and the
universelle~ longage of Maconnes. " Quest. WySlle he teche me thay same artes. " Av4sw. Ye
shalle be techedce yft ye be werthye and able to lerne. " Quest. Dothe alle Maconnes kunne more
tllen odher mienne 1 "Answ. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht, and occasyonne more then odller
menne to kumne, butt manye doeth fale yn capacitye, and many more cloth want industrye, that ys
pernecessarye for the gaynynge all kunnynge. " Qest. Are Maconnes gucldder nenne then odhers g™
Aszw. Some Maconnes are not so vertuous as some odher mennle; but yn the moste parte, they be
more gude than they woulde be yf thay war not Maclonnes. Q" uest. Doth Maconnes love eidther
odher myglhtylye as beeth sayde? "'nset. Yea verylyche, and yt may not oltherwyse be; for gude
menne, anld true kennynge, eidher odher to be socle, doethl always love the more as they be more
gude. "Here endethe the Questyonnes and Ansiweres." " The transmnutation of metals. t Facuelye
of Aibrec. An abbreviation of the word Abracadabra. In the days of Ignorance and Superstition, that
word had a magical signification, but the explanation of it is now lost. I The being, able by secret
and inviolable signs, carefally preserved anmong the Fraternity throughout the world, to express
themlselves intelligibly to men of all languages and nations. "A mlan who has all these arts and
advantages is certainly in a condition to be envied; but we are told that this is not the case with all
Masons, for though these arts are among them, and all have a right aind an opportunity to know
them, yet some want capacity and others industry to acquire them. H-owever, of all their arts an(d
secrets, that -vwhich I most lesire to know is, The s7c?/le of becossisylye glude aszd pa;fyyghte;
and | wish. it were communicated to all mlanklind, since there is nothing more true than the
beautiful sentence contained in the last answer," that the better men are, the more they love one
another." Virtue having in itself somlething so amiable aa to charm the hearts of all that behold it." ~
Glossary, to Pexslain thee Old Words is? the foregoiney laintscriet. —Ablleln, oely; alweys,
always; beithe, both; commodyte, cozneniewscy; confrersie, frateity; faconnynge,for ning; fore
saying,prophLesyieg; freres, brietihrez; headlye, chiefly; hem pesethe, thleyplease; hemselfe,
thienmselves; her, there, theti; herey nne, therseisn; herwyth, with it; holpynge, bezefjcial; kunsne,
czoo; kunnynge, knowlecdge; ake gudde, are bbene fcial; metyng'es, sieao.smies,; mote, )7,ay;
mnyddlelonde, Mediterra
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 27 A letter fiom 3'r. Locke to the Right Honorable Thomas Earl of
Pemlebroke, to whom he sent this ancient manuscript, concludes as follows: "I know not what
ezioCt the silght of this old paper may have upon your Lordship, but for my own I)art i cannot deny
that it has so mnuch raised my cnriosity, as to induce 11me to enter myself into the Fraternity,'h-
iiclh I am determined to do (if I may be admitted) the next tinme | go to London, (and that will be
shortly.) 1 am, ivmy Lord, your Lordship's XMost obedient and hunble servant, JOHN LOCKE."
VIII. Ancient Clharges at the Constitution of a Lodge, extractecd from a manuscript in the
possession of the Lodge of Antiquity in London, written in the time of James the Second: -" * * * *
And furthermore, at diverse assemblies have been put and ordained diverse crafties by the best
advice of magistrates and Fellows. Tnre'lnus e senioribus tezet, librn, et e ot ei e poeaet main ssua.,
s-~per libmss. Eivery man that is a Mason take good heed to these charges (we pray) that if any
man find himlselfe guilty of any of these charges, that he m-ay amend himlselfe, or principally for
dread of Godl, you that be chargaed to take good heed that you keepe all these charges well, for it is
a great evill for alpan to forswear himnselfe upon a book. "The first charge is, that yee shall be true




men to God and the holy church, aind to use no error or heresle by your understanding and by wrise
men's teaching. Allso, "Secondly, That yee shall be true liege mlenl to the King of England, without
treason or any falsehood, and that yee know no treason or treachery, but ye shall give knowledge
thereof to the king or nean.; myghte, power'; oecasyolnne, oplor'til'dty; oder, or; onelyche, only;
pernecessarye, absolhctely?secessary; precise, hounor; recht, right; reckenyngs, nnsmbes;
sonderlyche, Ipalicelarly; skylle, k)zowlecge; wachsynge, growling; werek, operation; wey, wag; e
whereas, owhere; woned, dluelt; wunderwerckynge, worlcig?miracles; wylde, s!avage; wynnynge,
gaiiolg; ynn, i2to.
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28 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. to his counsell; allso yee shall be trune one to another, that is to say,
every Mason of the Craft that is Mason allowed, yee shall doe to him as yee would be done unto
yourselfe. " Thirdly, And yee shall keepe truely all the counsell tlhat ought to be kept in tile way of
Masonhood, and all the counsell of the Lodge or of the chamber. Allso, that ye shall be no thiefe or
thieves to your knowledge fiee; that yee shall be true to the King, Lord or Master that yee serve, and
truely to see and worke for his advantage.' Fourthly, Yee shall call all M.lasons your Fellows, or
your Brethren, and no other names. "Fifthly, Yee shall not take your Fellow's wife in villainy, nor
deflower'his daughter or servant, nor put him to no disworship. "Sixthly, Yee shall truely pay for
your meat or drinke wheresoever ye go, to table or bord. Also, yee shall do no villainy there,
whereby the Craft or Science may be slandered. "These be the charges general to every true Mason,
both Masters and Fellowes. "Now will | rehearse other charges single for Masons allowed or
accepted. "First, That no Mason take on him no Lord's worke, nor any other man's, unlesse he know
himselfe well able to perform the worke, so that the Craft have no slander. " Secondly, Allso, that
no Master take worke but that lie take reasonable pay for itt; so that the Lord may be truly served,
and the Master to live honestly, and to pay his Fellows truely. And that no Master or Fellow
supplant others of their worke; that is to say, that if he hath taken a worlke, or else stand Master of
any worke, that lie shall not put himl out, -unless he be unable of cunning to make an end of his
worke. And no Master nor Fellow shall take no apprentice for less than seaven yeares. And that the
apprentice be free born, and of limbs whole, as a mlan ought to be, and no bastard. And that no
Master or Fellow take no allowance to be made Mason without the assent of his Fellows, at the least
six or seaven. "Thirdly, That he that be mlade be able in all degrees; that is, free born, of a good
kindcred, true and no bondsman, and that he have his right limbs, as a manl ought to have.
"Fourthly, That a Master take no apprentice without he have occupation to occupy two or three
Fellows at the least. "Fifthly, That no Miaster or Fellow put away any Lo rd's worke to taske that
ought to be jolurney worke.
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONIRY. 29' Siixthly That every Master give pay to his Fellows and servants
as they may deserve, so that he be not defamed with false workeing: And that none slander another
behind his backe, to make him loose his good name. "Seventhly, That no Fellow in the house or
abroad answer another ungodly or reproveably without a cause. "Eighthly, That every MAaster
iMason doe reverence his elder, and that a Mason be no common pilaier at the cards, dice or
hazzard, nor at any other'unlawful plaies, through the which the Science and Craft may be
dclishonoured or slandered. "Ninthly, That no Fellow gooe into the town by night, except Ihe have a
Fellow witl hilim, who mlay beare him record that he was in an honest place. " Tenthly, That every
1Master and Fellow shall cosmle to the assemblie, if itt be within fifty miles of hlim, if he have any
warning. And if lie have trespassed against tile Craft, to abide thle award of Masters and Fellowas. "
Eleventhly, That every -Master Mason and Fellow that hath trespassed against tile Craft shall stand
to the correction of other Masters and Fellows to made him accord, anid if they cannot accord, to go
to the comlllon law.": Twelfthly, That a IMaster or Fellow imake not a mould stone, square, inor
rule, no to lowen, nor let n1o lowven worke within their Lodge, nor to mould stone. "Thirteentlly,
Thlat every Mason receive anlld clerish strange Fellowes when they colle over the countrie, and
set thlel onl worke, if they will worke, as the manner is; that is to say, if the Mlason have any




mlould stone in Iris place, he shall give him a mouildl stole, and sett hill 011on orke; andi if lie have
none, the Mason shall refresh him with mllonley nto thle nlext Lodge, "Fourteenthly, That every
Mlason shall truely serve his Master for his pay. " Fifteentlfly, That every Master shall truiely make
an endl of his worke, taske or journey, whethersoe it be. "These be all the charges and covenants
tllat olgllht to Ibe read at the installmient of Master, ol making of a Free Mason or Free Masons.
The Almighty God of Jacob, who ever have you and me in hsis keepinlg, bless us now and ever,
Amlen."
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30 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. Ix. Extract from the Diary of Elias Ashmole, a learned antiquary: "I
was made a Free Mason at Warrington, Lancashire, with Colonel Henry Mlainwaring, or
Kevthingham, in Cheshire, by Mr. Richard Penket, the Warden, and the Fellow Crafts (all of whom
are specified) on the 16th October, 1646." In another place of his Diary, he says: " On March the
10th, 1682, about 5 hor. post. mnerid. | received a summons to appear at a Lodge to be held the next
day at Masons' Hall in London. March 11, accordingly | went, and about noon were admitted into
the fello~wship of Free Alasons, Sir William Wilson, Knt., Capt. Richard Borthwick, IMr. William
Woodman, Mr. William Gray, Mr. Samiuel Taylour, and Mr. William Wise. | was the senior Fellow
among theim, it being thirty-five years since I was admitted. There Awere present, beside myself,
the Fellows after named: MIIr. Thomas Wise, Master of the Masons' conapany this present year,
Mr. Tbhomas Shorthose, and seven more old Free Masons. We all dined at the Half Moon Tavern,
Cheapside, at a noble dinner prepared at the charge of the new accepted Masons.” An old record of
the Society describes a coat of arms much the same with that of the London company of Freenen
Milasons; whence it is generally believed that this company is a branch of that ancient Fraternity;
and in former times, no man, it also appears, was made free of that company, until he was initiated
in some Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, as a necessary qualification. This practice still
prevails in Scotland among the operative MLasons. The writer of Mr. Ashmole's Life, who was not
a Mason, before his History of Berkshire, p. 6, gives the following account of Mlasonry: "He (Mr.
Ashmole) was elected a Brother of the company of Free Masons, a favor esteemed so singular by
the members, that
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY. 31 Kings themselves have not disdained to enter themselves of this
Society. From these are derived the Adopted Masons, Accepted Masons, or Free Masons, who are
known to one another all over the world by certain signals and watchwords known to them alone.
They have several Lodges in different countries for their reception, and when any of them fall into
decay, the Brotherhood is to relieve them. The manner of their adoption or admission is very formal
and solemn, and with the administration of an oath of secrecy, which has had better fate than all
other oaths, anid has ever been most religiously observed, nor has the world yet been able, by the
inadvertency, surprise or folly of any of its members, to dive into this mystery, or make the least
discovery.” In some of MJr. Ashmole's manuscripts, there are many valuable Collections relating to
the Hlistory of the Free M'asons, as may be gathered from the letters of Dr. Knipe, of Christ
Church, Oxford, to the publisher of Ashmole's Life; the following extracts firom which will
authenticate and illustrate many facts in the following history:'As to the ancient Society of
Free.IMasons, concerning whoml vou are desirous of knowing what may be known with certainty, |
shall only tell you, that if our worthy Brother E. Ashmole, Esgl., had executed his intended design,
our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him as the Brethren of the most noble Order of the
Garter. 1 would not have you surprised at this expression, or think it at all too assuming. The
Sovereigns of that Order have not disdained our fellowship, and there have been times when
Emperors were also Free Masons. What fiom Mr. Ashmol e's collection I could gather, was, that the
report of our Societies taking rise from,a bull granted by the Pope in the reign of IHen'y I. to some
Italian architects to travel over all Europe to erect chapels, were ill-founded. Such a bull there was,
and those architects were Masons. But this bull, in the opinion of the learned Mr. Aslhmole, was
confirmative only, and did not by any means create our Fraternity, or even establish them in his




kingcdom. But as to the time and manner of that establishment, something | shall relate friom the
same collections: " St. Alban, the protomartyr, established Masonry here, and from his time, it
flourished, more or less, according as the world went, down to the days of King Athelstane, who,
for tle sake of his bro
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32 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. ther Edwin, granted the Mlasons a charter. Under our Norman
princes, they frequently received extraordinary marks of royal favor; there is no doubt to be mnade,
that the skill of AMasons, which ywas always transcendaently great, even in the most barbarous
times; their wonderful kindness and attachment to each other, how different soever in condition;
and their inviolable fidelity in keeping religiously their secrets, must expose them, in ignorant,
troublesome, and superstitious times, to a vast variety of adventures, according to the different fate
of parties, and other alterations in government. By the way, it may be noted, that the Masons were
always loyal, which exposed them to great severities when power wore the appearance of justice,
and those who committed treason punished true men as traitors. Thus, in the third year of Henry V1.
an act piassed to abolish the Society of Masons, and to hinder, under grievous penalties, the holding
Chapters, Lodges, or other regular assemblies; yet this act was afterwards [virtually] repealed, and
even before that, King Henry, and several Lords of his court, became Fellows of the Craft." Some
Lodges in the reign of Charles Il. were constituted by leave of the several noble Grand M1asters,
and many gentlemen and famous scholars requested at that time to be admitted of the Fraternity.
X.Zk_ The experienced Mi[ason of the present day, will, at one glance, perceive that the following
regulations, with but little variation, are still in full force: Extract from the Regulations made in
General Assembly, Dec. 27, 1663. Henry Jerumyn, Earl of St. Albans, Grand Master: "I1. That no
person, of what degree soever, be macde or accepted a Free Mason unless in a regular Lodge,
whereof one to be a Master or a Warden in that limlit or division wlhere such Lodge is kept, and
another to be a Craftsmlan in the trade of Free Masonry. "2. That no person hereafter shall be
accepted a Free Mason, but such as are of able body, honest parentage, good reputation, and an
observer of the laws of the land. " 3. That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a Free Mason,
shall be adimitted into any Lodge or Assembly, until he has brought
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ANTIQUITY OF MASONRI;Y. 33 a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation firom the
Lodge that accepted him, unto the Master of that limit or division where such Lodle is kept: And the
said Master shall enrloll the samne in a roll of parchment to be kept for that purpose, and shall give
all account of all such acceptations at every General Assembly. "4. That every person who is now a
Free Mason shall bring to the Master a note of the tiime of his acceptation, to the end the same may
be enrolled in such priority of place as the Brother deserves; and that the whole company and
Fellows Imay the better know each other. " 5. That for the future, the said Fraternity of Free Masons
shall be regulated and governed by one Grand Master, and as many Wardens as the said Society
shall think fit to appoint at every annual General Assembly. " 6. That no person shall be accepted,
unless he be twenty-one years old, or im-ore."” Many of the Fraternity's records of this and the
preceding reign were lost at the revolution; and not a few were too hastily burnt in our own times by
some scrupulous Brothers, from a fear of making discoveries prejudicial to the interests of Masonry.
CHAPTER IV. ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY, AS DERIVED FROMM MODERN
AUTHORITIES. Free Masonry denotes the system of Mysteries and Secrets peculiar to the Society
of Free and Accepted Masons. The origin of this Society is very ancient; but we have no authentic
account of the time when it was first instituted, or even what was the reason of such an association
of people under the title of liasons, more than of any other mechanical profession. In Dr. Hlenry's
History, we find the origin of the Free Mason's Society in Britain attributed to the difficulty found
in former
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34 YVIRGINTIA T1iXT-BOOK. times, of procurhing a sufflicient number of workmen to build the
multitude of churches, nmonasteries, and other religious edifices, which the superstition of those
ages prompted the people to raise. Hence the A[asons were greatly favored by the ZPopes, and
many indulgences were gra-nted, in order to augment their numbers. In times like these we speak
of; it may well be supposed that such encouragement frnom the supreme pastors of the church must
have been productive of the most beneficial effects to the Fraternity; and hence the increase of the
Society may naturally be deduced. The Doctor quotes, in confirmation of this, the words of an
author who was well acquainted with their history and constitution: " The Italians, (says he,) with
some Greek refugees, and with them French, Germans, and Flemings, joined into a fraternity of
architects, procuring papal bulls for their encouragement and their particular privileges; they styled
themselves;!iee _lz-asons, and ranged fiom one nation to another, as they found churches to be
built; their governlent was regular; and where they fixed near the building in hand, they made a
camp of huts. A surveyor governed in chief; every tenth man was called a Jtcrden, and overlooked-
each nine. The gentlemen in the neighborhood, either out of charity or commutation of penance,
gave the materials and carriages. Those who have seen the accounts in records of the charge of the
fabrics of some of our cathedrals near 400 years old, cannot but have a great esteem for their
economy, and admire how soon they erected such lofty structures." By other accounts, nhowever,
the antiquity of Masonry is carried up much higher, even as early as the building of Solomon's
temple. In Britain the introduction of Mlasonry has been fixed at the year 674, when glassmaking
was first introduced; and it appears, indeed, that
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erected by men in companies, Twho are said to have called themselves free, because they were at
liberty to work in any part of the kingdom. Others have derived the institution of Free Mlasons from
a combination among the people of that profession not to work without an advance of wages, when
they were summnoned from several counties, by writs of Edward 1li. directed to the sheriffs, to
assist in rebuilding and enlarging the castle, together with the church and castle of St. George, at
Windsor. At this time, it is said, the 1Atasons agreed on certain tokens by which they mnight
knowVT and assist each other against being impressed, and not to work unless free, and on their
own terms. ~ In a Treatise on MBasonry, published in 1792, by William Preston, laster of the
Lodge of Antiquity, the origin of Alasonry is traced from the creation. "Ever since symmetry began,
and harmony displayed her charms, (says he,) our Order has had a being." Its introduction into
England, he likewise supposes to have been prior to the l.oroman invasion. There are, according to
him, the remains yet existing of some stupendous works executed by the Britons, much earlier than
the time of the Romans; even these display no small share of ingenuity of invention: so that we can
have no doubt of the existence of ]Masonry in Britain even during these early periods. The Druids
are likewise said to have had among them many customs similar to those of the ]Masons, and to
have derived their government from Plythagoras; but the resemblance betwixt -their usages and
those of the Free M1Vasons Societies now existing, cannot be accurately traced even by the
~Masons themselves. ]Masonry is said to have been encouraged by Cosar, and many of the Roman
generals who were appointed governors of Britain; but though we know, that at this
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fabrics, nothing is recorded concerning their Lodges and Conventions; and we have but a very
imperfect account of the customs which prevailed in their assemblies. For a long time the progress
of Mlasonry in Britain was obstructed by the fiequent wars which took place; and it did not revive
till the time of Carausins, by whom it was patronized. This general, who hoped to be the founder of
a British empire, encouraged learning and learned men; collecting also the best artificers from'
many dcliferent countries, particularly itMasons, whom he held in great veneration, and appointing
Albanus, his steward, the principal superintendent of their assemblies. Lodges or Conventions of the
Fraternity, began now to be introduced, and the business of JMasonry to be regularly carried on.




The Masons, through the influence of Albanus, obtained a charter from Carausius to hold a general
coflncil, at which Albanus hiniself sat president, and assisted at the reception of nmany new
members. This Albanus was the celebrated St. Alban, the first who suffered martyrdom in Britain
for the Christian faith. iMr. Preston quotes an old IMS. destroyed with many others, said to have
been in the possession of NKkicholas -Stone, a curious sculptor under Inigo Jones; from which we
learn that St. Alban was a great friend to MJasons, and gave them two shillings per week, besides
three pence for their cheer; while, before that time, they had no more than one penny per day, and
their meat. He likewise obtained "a charter from the Kling and his Council, for them to hold a
general council, which was named an A8ssemzbly.” The same circumstances are mentioned in a
MIS. written in the time of James 11., only this increases the weekly salary of the fMasons to 3s. Gd.
and 3d. per day for the bearers of burthellns.
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of the Romans from Britain; and in a short time fell into absolute neglect. This was occasioned first
by the furious irruptions of the Scots and Picts, which left no time for the cultivation of the arts; and
afterwards by the ignorance of the Saxons, whom the ill-advised Britons called in as allies, but who
soon became their masters. After the introduction of Christianity, however, the barbarity of these
conquerors began to wear off; the arts received some encouragement, and Masonry particularly
began to flourish. Lodges were now formed; but these being under the direction of foreigners, were
seldom convened, and never attained to any degree of consideration or importance. In this situation
it continued till the year 557, when St. Austin, with forty more monks, among whom the sciences
had been preserved, came into England. By these the principles of Christianity were propagated
with such zeal, that all the Kings of the heptarchy were converted; after which 1Mlasonry was taken
under the patronage of St. Austin, and the Gothic style of building was introduced into England by
the numerous foreigners who resorted at this time to the kingdom. Austin himself appeared at the
head of the Fraternity in founding the old cathedral of Canterbury in 600; that of Rochester in 602;
St. Paul's in London in 604; St. Peter's in Westminster in 605, as well as many others. The number
of Masons in England was thus greatly increased, as well as by his other buildings of castles &c.,
throughout the kingdom. In 640 a few expert brethren arrived from France, and formed themselves
into a Lodge under the direction of Bennet, Abbot of Wirral, whom Kenred, King of Mercia, soon
after appointed Inspector of the Lodges, and General Superintendent of the Masons. During the 4
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but began to revive in 856, under the patronage of St. Swithin, whom Ethelwolf employed to repair
some religious houses; and from that time the art gradually improved till the year 872, when it
found a zealous protector in Alfred the Great. This Prince was a most eminent patron of all kinds of
arts and manufactures; and, with regard to Masonry in particular, he appropriated a seventh part of
his revenue for maintaining a number of workmen, whom he constantly employed in r]ebuilding the
cities, castles, &cc., ruined by the Danes. During the reign of his successor, Edward, the Masons
continued to hold their Lodges under the sanction of Ethred, husband to the King's sister, and
Ethelward, his brother, to whom the care of the Fraternity was intrusted. The latter was a great
architect, and founded the University of Cambridge. The true:reestablishment of Masonry in
England, however, is dated from the reign of King Athelstane; and there is still extant a Grand
Lodge of ]M~~asons at York, who trace their existence from this period. This Lodge, the most
ancient in England, was founded in 926, under the patronage of Edwin, the King's brother, who
obtained for them a charter from Athelstane, and became Grand Miaster himself. By virtue of this
charter, it is said that all the Masons in the kingdom were convened at a General Assembly in that
city, where they established a General or Grand Lodge for their future government. Under the
patronage and jurisdiction of this Lodge, it is also alleged that the Fraternity increased very
considerably, and that Kings, Princes, and other eminent persons who had been initiated into the




mysteries, paid due allegiance to the Assembly. But as the times were yet turbulent and barbarous,
the art of Masonry was sometimes more, sometimes less patronized,
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the respect which the art itself met with. The appellation of Ancient York fiasons is well known
both in Ireland and Scotland; and the general tradition is, that they originated at Auldby, near York;
and as Auldby was a seat of Edwin, this tradition gives considerable confirmation to the above
account. There is, indeed, great reason to believe that York was the original seat of Masonic
government, no other place Ihaving claimed it, and the whole Fraternity having at various times
owned allegiance to the authority there established; though we know not whether that allegiance be
now given or not. Certain it is, that if such a Lodge was once established there, of which there is no
reason to doubt, we have no account of its being regularly moved fiom that place to any other part
of the kingdom, with consent of its members. Many respectable meetings have, indeed, been held at
different times in other parts of the kinogdom, but there is no account of any other general meeting
being held in another place than York till very lately. While Prince Edwin lived, the lasons were
employed as formerly in building churches, monasteries, &c., and repairing those which had
suffered by the ravages of the Danes; and after his death the Order was patronized'by King
Athelstane himself; but, on his decease, the Masons were dispersed, and remained in an unsettled
state till the reign of Edgar, in 960. They were now collected by St. Dunstan, who employed them in
works of the same kind: but as no permanent encouragement was given them, their Lodges soon
declined, and Masonry remained in a low state for upwards of 50 years. It revived, however, in
1041, under Edward the Confessor, who superintended the execution of several great works. By the
assistance of Leofrick, Earl of Coven
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Superintendent of the MSasons; A'hd by this architect many other magnificent structures were
likewise erected. After the Conquest, in 1066, Gundulph, Bishop of Rochester, and Roger de
Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury, both of them excellent architects, became joint patrons of the
Miasons; and under their auspices the Tower of London was begun, though finished only in the
reign of William Rufus, who likewise rebuilt London bridge with wood, and, in 1087, first
constructed the Palace and Hall of MTestminster. The Mlasons now continued to be patronized by
the Sovereigns of England in succession. The Lodges assembled during the reign of Henry 1., and
during that of Stephen the Society were employed in building a chapel at Westminster, now the
House of Commons, and several other works; the President of the Lodges being now Gilbert de
Clare, the Marquis of Pembroke. During the reign of Henry Il. the Lodges were superintended by
the Grand Master of the Knights Templar, who employed them in building their temple in Fleet
street, in the year 1155. M1Vasonry continued under the patronage of this Order till the year 1199,
when John succeeded Richard I. in the throne of England, and Peter de Colechurch was then
appointed Grand Master. EHe began to rebuild London bridge with stone, which was afterwards
finished by William Alemain, in 1209. Peter de Rupibus succeeded Peter de Colechurch in the
office of Grand Master, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief surveyor of the King's works, acted as
deputy under him; Masonry continued also to flourish under the auspices of these two artists during
this and the following reign. On the accession of Edward 1., in 1272, the superintendence of the
Masons was intrusted to Walter Giffard, Archbishop of York, Gilbert de
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progenitor of the family of the M[ontagues; and by these architects the Abbey of Wrestminster was
finished, after having been begun in 1220, during the minority of Henry HI: During the reign of
Edward 11., the Fraternity were employed in building Exeter and Oriel Colleges in Oxford, Clare
Hall in Cambridge, &c., under the auspices of Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter, who had been




appointed Grand Miaster of the Masons in 1307. Edward I11. was a great encourager of learning in
general, and not only patronized the Miasons, but applied very assiduously to the constitutions of
the Order, revised and meliorated the ancient charges, and added several useful regulations to the
original code by which the Fraternity had been governed. He patronized the lodges, and appointed
five deputies under him to inspect their proceedings; and at this period it appears from some old
records that the Lodges were numerous, and that the F'raternity held communications under the
protection of the civil magistrates. William [ Wykeham was continued Grand Master on the
accession of Richard Il., and by him both the new College in Oxford and Winchester College were
founded at his own expense. After the accession of Henry IV. Thomas FitzAllan, Earl of Surrey,
was appointed Grand M[aster, who, after the engagement of Shrewsbury, founded Battle Abbey and
Fotheringay; the Guildhall at London being also built in this reign. On the accession of Henry V.
the Fraternity were directed by Henry Chicheley, Archbishop of Canterbury, under whom the
Lodges and communications of the Fraternity were frequent. In 1425, however, during the reign of
Henry V1., an act was made against the meeting of the Chapters and Congregations of IMasons,
because it was said
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laborers were openly violated and broken, in subversion of the law, and to the great damage of all
the commons." But this act was not put in force, nor did the Fraternity cease to meet, as usual, under
the protection of Archbishop Chichely, who still continued to preside over them. The reason of this
extraordinary edict is said to have been as follows: The Duke of Bedford, at that time Regent of the
kingdom, being in France, the regal power was vested in his brother Humphrey, Duke of
Gloucester, who was styled Protector and Guardian of the Kingdom. The care of the young King's
person and education was intrusted to Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, the Duke's uncle.
This Prelate being of an ambitious disposition, and aspiring at the sole government, had continual
disputes with his nephew, the Protector; and, by reason of the violent temper of that prince, gained
frequent advantages over him. This animosity increased to such a degree, that the Parliament was at
length obliged to interpose. On the meeting of that assembly, in the month of April, 1425, however,
the servants and followers of the Peers came thither, armed with clubs and staves; on which account
it received the name of the Bat Pariamneant, and at this time the act against Masons was made. This
was owing to the influence of the Bishop, who wished to destroy the meetings of the Fraternity, on
account of the secrecy observed in them. Dr. Anderson, in the first edition of the Book of
Constitutions, makes the following observation upon this act: " It was made in ignorant times, when
true learning was a crime, and geometry condemned for conjuration; but it cannot derogate from the
honor of the ancient Fraternity, who, to be sure, would never encourage any such confederacy of
their working brethren. By tradition, it is be
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illiterate clergy, who were not Accepted Masons, nor understood architecture, (as the clergy of
some former ages,) and were generally thought unworthy of this Brotherhood. Thinking they had an
indefeasible right to know all secrets, by virtue of auricular confession, and the Masons never
confessing anything thereof; the said clergy were highly offended; and, at first suspecting them of
wickedness, represented them as dangerous to the state during that minority; and soon influenced
the Parliament to lay hold of such supposed arguments of the working Mlasons, for making an act
that might seem to reflect dishonor upon even the whole Fraternity, in whose favor several acts had
been made befbre that period, and were made after it." The Bishop was soon after this diverted from
his persecution of the llasons by an affair of a more important kind. -le had formed a design of
surprising the City of London on the evening of St. Simon and St. Jude's day, that on which the
Lord Mlayor was invested with his office. But the plot having been discovered by the Duke of
Gloucester, the Mayor was sent for while at dinner, and ordered to keep a strict watch for that night.
The Bishop's party accordingly made an attempt to enter by the bridge about nine the next morning,




but were repulsed by the vigilance of the citizens. At this the Prelate was so much enraged, that he

collected a numerous body of archers and men-at-arms, commanding them to assault the gate with

shot. By the prudence of the magistrates, however, all violent measures were stopped; but no

reconciliation could be procured betwixt the two parties, though it was attempted by the Archbishop

of Canterbury, and Peter, Duke of Coimbra, eldest son to the King of Portugal, with several other
ersons of distinction. At last the Bishop wrote a letter to the Duke
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danger there was of a civil war, and reflecting upon the Duke of Gloucester. This letter had the
desired effect. The Regent returned, and held a great council at St. Albans, on the 21st of February,
but adjourned it to the 15th of Mlarch, at Northampton, and to the 25th of June, at Leicester. Bats
and staves were now prohibited at these meetings; but the parties assembled with weapons no less
formidable, viz: with slings, stones, and leaden plummets. The Duke of Bed*ford employed all his
authority to reconcile the differences; and at last obliged the two rivals to promise, before the
Assembly, that they would bury all animosities in oblivion. During the discussion of this matter,
five charges were exhibited by the Duke of Gloucester against the Bishop: one of which was, that ™
he had, in his letter to the Duke of Bedford, at France, plainly declared his malicious purpose of
assembling the people, and stirring up a rebellion in the nation, contrary to the King's peace.” To
this the Bishop answered, " That he never had any intention to disturb the peace of the nation, or
raise a rebellion; but that he sent to the I)uke of Bedford to solicit his return to England, to settle all
those differences which were so prejudicial to the peace of the kingdom; that though he had indeed
written in the letter,'that if he tarried, we should put the land in adventure by a field, such a brother
you have here," he did not mean it of any design of his own, but concerning the seditious assemblies
of masons, carpenters, tylers and plaisterers; who being distressed by the late act of Parliament
against the excessive wages of these trades, had given out many seditious speeches and menaces
against certain great men, which tended much to rebellion,” &c. Notwithstanding this heavy charge,
the Duke of Glou
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Masons under his protection, and transferred the charge of sedition and rebellion front them to the
Bishop and his followers. By the interest of the latter, however, the King granted him a pardon for
all offences; and though the Duke drew up fresh articles of impeachment against him in 1442, and
presented them in person to the King, the Council, being composed mostly of Ecclesiastics,
proceeded so slowly in the business, that the Duke, wearied out with the tediousness of the matter,
dropped the prosecution entirely. This contest terminated in the impeachment, imprisonment and
murder of the Duke of Gloucester himself. This event might have been attended with bad
consequences, had not their inveterate enemy, the Prelate himself, been taken off by death, in about
two months after the Duke. The Masons then continued, not only to meet in safety, but were joined
by the King himself. He was, that very year, (1442,) initiated into Masonry, and from that time
spared no pains to become completely master of the art. He perused the ancient charges, revised the
constitutions, and, with the consent of his council, honored them with his sanction. The example of
the Sovereign was followed by many of the nobility, who assiduously studied the art. The King
presided over the Lodges in person, nominating William Wanefleet, Bishop of Winchester, Grand
Master. This Bishop, at his own expense, built Mitagdalene College, Oxford, and several religious
houses. Etofi College, near Windsor, and King's College, at Cambridge, were also founded during
this reign. Henry himself founded Christ's College, Cambridge, as his Queen, Margaret of Anjou,
did Queen's College in the same University. About this time, also, the Masons were protected and
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captivity, became a zealous patron of the arts and' learning of all kinds. He honored the Lodges with




his royal presence, and settled an annual revenue of four pounds Scots (an English noble) to be paid
by every Master Mason in Scotland, to a Grand IMaster chosen by the Grand Lodge, and approved
by the Crown, one nobly born, or an eminent clergyman who had his deputies in cities and counties;
something was likewise paid him by every new brother at his entry. His office entitled him to
regulate everything in the Fraternity which could not come under the jurisdiction of the law courts;
and, to prevent law suits, both mason and lord, or builder and founder, appealed to him. In his
absence, they appealed to his deputy, or Grand Warden, who resided next the premises. The
flourishing state of ~Masonry was interrupted by the civil wars between the houses of' York and
Lancaster, which brought it almost totally into neglect. About 1471, however, it revived under the
auspices of Robert Beauchamp, Bishop of Satrum, who had been appointed Grand Master by
Edward 1V. and honored with the title of Chancellor of the Garter, for repairing the Castle and
Chapel of Windsor. It again declined during the reigns of Edward V. andc Richard Il1., but came
once more into repute on the accession of Henry VII., in 1485. It was now patronized by the Master
and Fellows of the Order of St. John of Rhodes (now Malta,) who assembled their Grand Lodge in
1500, and chose Henry for their protector. On the 24th of June, 1502, a Lodge of Masters was
formed in the Palace, at which the King presided as Grand Mlaster; and having appointed John
Islip, Abbot of Westminster, and Sir Reginald Bray, Knight of the Garter, his Wardens -for the
occasion, proceeded in great state to the east end of Westminster
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Gothic architecture, called Henry the Seventh's Clhapel. The cape-stone of this building was
celebrated in 1507. The Palace of Richmond, as well as many other noble structures, were raised
under the direction of Sir Reginald Bray; and the College of Brazen Nose, in Oxford, and Jesus and
St. John's, in Cambridge, were all finished in this reign. On the accession of Henry VIII. Cardinal
Wolsey was appointed Grand Mlaster, who built Hampton Court, Whitehall, Christ Church College,
Oxford, with several other noble edifices, all of which, upon the disgrace of that Prelate, were
forfeited to the Crown in 1530. Wolsey was succeeded as Grand Mltaster in 1534, by Thomas
Cromwell, Earl of Essex, who employed the Fraternity in building St. James' Palace, Christ's I-
Hospital, and Greenwich Castle. Cromwell being beheaded in 1540, John Touchet, Lord Audley,
succeeded to the office of Grand Master, and built IM~agdalene College, in Cambridge, and many
other structures. In 1547, the Duke of Somerset, guardian to the King, and Regent of the kingdclom,
became Superintendent of the Mlasons, and built Somerset House, in the Strand, which, on his
being beheaded, was forfeited to the crown. in 1552. After the death of the Duke of Somerset, John
Poynet, Bishop of Winchester, presided' over the Lodges till the death of the King in 1553. From
this time they continued without any patron till the reign of Elizabeth, when Sir Thomas Sackville
accepted of the office of Grand Miaster. Lodges, however, had been held during this period in
different parts of England; but the General or Grand Lodge assembled in the city of York, where, it
is said, the Fraternity were numerous and respectable. Of the Queen, we have the following curious
anecdote with regard to the Miasons: Hearing
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disclose, and being naturally jealous of all secret assemblies, she sent an armed force to York to
break up their annual Grand Lodge. The design was prevented by the interposition of Sil; Thomas
Sackville, who took care to initiate some of the chief officers, whom she had sent on this duty, in
the secrets of Mlasonry. These joined in communication with their new brethren, and made so
favorable a report to the Queen on their return, that she countermanded her orders, and never
afterwards attempted to disturb the meeting of the Fraternity. In 1567, Sir Thomas Sackville
resigned the office of Grand Mllaster in favor of Francis IRussel, Earl of Bedford, and Sir Thomas
Gresham, an eminent merchant. The former had the care of the Brethren in the northern part of the
kingdom assigned to him, while the latter was appointed to superintend the meetings of the south,
where the Society had considerably increased, in consequence of the honorable report which had




been made to the Queen. The General Assembly, however, continued to meet at York as formerly;
and here all records were kept, and appeals made, on every important occasion, to- the Assembly.
Sir Thomas Gresham, above mentioned, proposed to erect a building in the city of London for the
benefit of commerce, provided the citizens would purchase a spot proper for the purpose.
Accordingly, some houses between Cornhill and Threadneedle street being pulled down, the
foundation stone of the building was laid on the 7th of June, 1566, and with such expedition was the
work carried on, that the whole was finished in November, 1567. This building, which was
constructed on the plan of the Exchange of Antwerp, was called at first, simply the Bourse; but in
January, 1570, the Queen having dined with Sir Thomas, returned through Cornhill,
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part of the building, particularly the gallery which extended round the whole structure, and which
was furnished with shops filled with all sorts of the finest merchandise in the city, she caused the
edifice to be proclaimed in her presence, by Lheraldc and trumpet, the Royal Excchanye; and on
this occasion, it is said, Sir Thomas appeared publicly in the character of Grand Master. The Queen
being now thoroughly convinced that the Fraternity of Miasons did not interfere in state affairs,
became quite reconciled to their assemblies, and from this time Masonry made a considerable
progress; Lodges were held in different parts of the kingdom, particularly in London and its
neighborhood, where the number of the brethren increased considerably. Several great works were
carried on there under the auspices of Sir Thomas Greshan, friom whom the Fraternity received
every encouragement. Sir Thomas was succeeded in the office of Grand llaster by Charles Howard,
Earl of Effingham, who continued to preside over the Lodges in the south, till the year 1588, when
George IHastings, Earl of Huntingdon, was chosen Grand Mlaster, and remained in the office till
the decease of the Queen, in 1603. On the accession of James I. to the Crown of England, Masonry
flourished in both kingdoms, and Lodges were held in both kingdoms. A number of gentlemen
returned from their travels, with curious drawings of the old Greek and Roman architecture, as well
as strong inclinations to revive a knowledge of it. Among these was the celebrated Inigo Jones, who
was appointed general surveyor to the King. He was named Grand Mlaster of England, and was
deputed by the King to 5
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into the mysteries of IMasonry, and the Society increased considerably in reputation and
consequence. Ingenious artists resorted to England in great numbers; Lodges were constituted as
seminaries of instruction in the sciences and polite arts, after the model of the Italian schools; the
communications of the Fraternity were established, and the annual festivals regularly observed.
Under the direction of this accomplished architect, many magnificent structures were raised, and,
among the rest, he was employed, by command of the Sovereign, to plan a new Palace at
WThitehall, worthy of the residence of the Kings of England. This was executed, but for want of a
parliamentary fund, no more of the plan was ever finished than the banqueting-house. Inigo Jones
continued in the office of Grand iMaster till the year 1618, when he was succeeded by the Earl of
Pembroke, under whose auspices many eminent and wealthy men were initiated, and the mysteries
of the Order held in high estimation. After Charles I. ascended the throne, Earl Pembroke continued
in his office till the year 1630, when he resigned in favor of Henry Danvers, Earl of Danby. This
nobleman was succeeded in 1663 by Thomas Howard, Earl of Arundel, the ancestor of the Norfolk
family. In 1635, Francis Russel, Earl of Bedford, accepted the government of the Society; but Inigo
Jones having continued to patronize the Lodges during his lordship's administration, he was
re~lected the following year, and continued in office till the year of his death, 1646. The progress of
Masonry, however, was for some time obstructed by the breaking out of the civil wars; but it * Mr.
Preston observes, that the Grand Master of the north bears the title of Grand Master gf all
LE7aTlad, which (says he) may probably have been occasioned by the title of Grand Master.
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received into the Order during his exile. Some Lodges, during this reign, were constituted by leavse
of the several noble Grand Masters, and many gentlemen and famous scholars requested at that time
to be admitted into the Fraternity. On the 27th of December, 1663, a General Assembly was held,
where Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Albans, was elected Grand iMaster, who appointed Sir Joln
Denham his deputy, and Mr. Christopher W-ren, afterwards the celebrated Sir Christopher Wren,
and John WVebb, his Wardens. At this assembly several useful regulations were made, for the
better government of the Lodges, and the greatest harmony prevailed among the whole Fraternity.
The Earl of St. Albans was succeeded in his office of Grand Master by Earl Rivers, in the year
1666Q when Sir Christopher Wren was appointed deputy, and distinguished himself beyond any of
his predecessors in promoting the prosperity of the Lodges which remained at that time, particularly
that of St. Paul's, now the Lodge of Antiquity, which he patronized upwards of eighteen years. At
this time he attended the meetings regularly, and during his presidency made a present to the Lodge
of three mahogany candlesticks, which at that time w'ere very valuable. They are still preserved,
and highly valued as a testimony of the esteem of the donor. The fire which, in 1666, destroyed
such a great part of London, afforded ample opportunity for the Masons to exert their abilities. After
a calamity so sudden and extensive, however, it became necessary to adopt some regulations to
prevent such a catastrophe in time to come. It was now determined, that in all the new buildings to
be erected, stone should be used instead of timber. Wren was ordered by the King and Grand
Master, to draw up the plan of a city with broad and regular streets.
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principal architect, for rebuilding the city, the Cathedral of St. Paul, and all the parochial churches
enacted by Parliament, in lieu of those that were destroyed, with other public structures. This
gentleman, however, conceiving the charge to be too important for a single person, reelected for his
assistant ~Mr. Robert Hook, Professor of Geometry in Gresham College. The latter was
immediately employed in measuring, adjusting and setting out the ground of the private streets to
the several proprietors. The model and plan were laid before the King and House of Commons, and
the practicability of the whole scheme, without any infilngement of private property; but
unfortunately it happened, that the greater part of the citizens were totally averse to leaving their old
habitations, and building houses in other places; and so obstinate were they in their determinations,
that they chose rather to have their old city again, under all its disadvantages, than a new one upon
the improved plan. Thus an opportunity was lost of making the new city the most magnificent, as
well as the most convenient for health and commerce, of any in Europe. Hence the architect, being
cramped in the execution'of his plan, was obliged to alter and abridge it, and to model the city after
the manner in which it has since appeared. In 1673, the foundation stone of the Cathedral of St. Paul
was laid with great solemnity, by the King in person, and the IM[allet which he used on this
occasion, is still preserved in the Lodge of Antiquity, as a great curiosity. During the time that the
city was rebuilding, Lodges were held by the Fraternity in different places, and many new ones
constituted, to which the best architects resorted. In 1674, Earl Rivers resigned the office of Grand
IMaster, in favor of George Villiers, Duke of
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and Sir Christopher WVren, who still continued to act as deputy. In 1679, the Duke resigned in
favor of Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington; but this nobleman was too deeply engaged in state affairs
to attend to his duty as a Mason, though the Lodges continued to meet under his sanction, and many
respectable gentlemen joined the Fraternity. During the short reign of James Il. the Masons were
much neglected. In 1685, Sir Christopher Wren was elected to the office of Grand Master, who
appointed Gabriel Cibber and IMr. Edward Strong, his Wardens; yet, notwithstanding the great




reputation and abilities of this celebrated architect, Masonry con — tinued in a declining way for
many years, and only a few Lodges were held occasionally in different parts of the kingdom. At the
revolution, the Society was in such a low state in the south of England, that only seven regular
Lodges were held in London and its suburbs; and of these only two, viz: that of St. Paul.s, alid one -
at St. Thomas' hospital, Southwark, were of any consesqgiuenee. But, in 1695, King William
having'been initiated into the mysteries, honored the Lodges w't-h his. prescékc, particularly one at
Hampton Court, at which he is said to have frequently presided during the time that the new part of
his palace was building. MViany of the nobility also were present at a general assembly and feast,
held in 1697, particularly Charles, Duke of Richmond and Lenox, who was elected Grand IMaster
for that year; but in 1698, resigned his office to Sir Christopher Wren, who continued at the head of
the Fraternity till King William's death in 1702. During the reign of Queen Anne, Milasonry made
no considerable progress. Sir Christopher's age and infirmities drew off his attention from the duties
of his
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of Masons considerably diminished. It was therefore determined that the privileges of Masonry
should not be confined to operative Masons, but that people of all professions should be admitted to
participate in them, provided they were regularly approved and initiated into the Order. Thus the
Society once more rose into esteem; and on the accession of George I. the Miasons, now deprived
of Sir Christopher Wren, resolved to unite again under a Grand Master, and revive the annual
festivals. With this view, the members of the only four Lodges at that time existing in London, met
at the Apple-tree Tavern, in Charles street, Convent Garden; and having voted the oldest Master
Mason then present, into the chair, constituted themselves a Grand Lodge pro tempore. It was now
resolved to renew the quarterly communications among the brethren; and at an annual meeting held
on the 24th of June, the same year, Mr. Anthony Sayer -was elected Grand M[astel, invested by the
oldest Master ~Mason there present, instfllefi by the Mlaster of the oldeat Lodge, and had. due
homage paid him by the Fraternity. _BefScre thai'tie., a szuffcient number of Icfasons met together
within a certan chdistrict, had ample power to macke Iciasons without a 7tVrrant of Constitution;
but it was now determined that the privilege of assembling as 1l'asons should be vested in certain
Lodges or Assemblies of Masons convened in certain places, and that every Lodge to be afterwards
convened, excepting the four old Lodges then existing, should be authorized to act by a warrant
from the Grand Mlaster for the time, granted by petition from certain individuals, with the consent
and approbation of the Grand Lodge in communication; and that without such warrant, no Lodge
should hereafter be deemed regular or constitutional.
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the four old Lodges then extant. In consequence of this, the old Masons in the metropolis vested all
their inherent privileges, as individuals, in the four old Lodges, in trust that they never would suffer
the ancient charges and landmarks to be infringed. The four old Lodges, on their part, agreed to
extend their patronage to every new Lodge which should hereafter be constituted according to the
new regulations of the Society; and while they acted in conformity to the ancient Constitutions of
the Order, to admit their Miasters and Wardens to share with them all the privileges of the Grand
Lodge, that of precedence only excepted. _atters being thus settled, the brethren of the four old
Lodges considered their attendance on the future communications of the Society as unnecessary;
and, therefore, trusted implicitly to their Masters and Warlens, satisfied that no measure of
importance would be adopted without their approbation. It was, however, soon discovered that the
new Lodges being equally represented with the old ones at the communications, would at length so
far out number them, that by a majority they might subvert the privileges of the original Masons of
England which had been centred in the four old Lodges; on which account a Code of Laws was,
with the consent of the brethren at large, drawn up for the future government of the Society. To this
the following was annexed, binding the Grand MAaster for the time being, his successors, and the




Miaster of every Lodge to Je hereafter constituted, to preserve it inviolably: " Every annual Grand
Lodge has an inherent power and authority to make new regulations, or to alter these for the real
benefit of this ancient Fraternity-provided always that the old landmarks be carefully preserved; and
that such alterations and new re
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communication preceding the annual grand feast; and that they be offered also to the perusal of all
the brethren before dinner, in writing, even of the youngest apprentice; the approbation and consent
of the majority of all the brethren present being absolutely necessary to make the same binding and
obligatory." To commemorate this circumstance, it has been customary, ever since that time, for the
Mlaster of the oldest Lodge to attend every grand installation; and, taking precedence of all present,
the Grand Mlaster only excepted, to deliver the books of the Original Constitutions to the new
installed Grand Mlaster, on his promising obedience to the ancient charges and general regulations.
By this precaution, the Original Constitutions were established as the basis of all succeeding
Masonic jurisdiction in the south of England; and the ancient landmartks, as they are called, or the
boundaries set up as checks against innovation, were carefully secured from the attacks of any
future invaders. No great progress, however, was made during the administration of Mir. Sayer,
only two Lodges being constituted, though several brethren joined the old ones. In 1718, Mr. Sayer
nwas succeeded by Mir. George Payne, who collected many valuable manuscripts on the subject of
Masonry, and earnestly requested that the Fraternity would bring to the Grand Lodge any old
writings or records concerning the Fraternity, to show the usages of ancient times; and in
consequence of this invitation, several old copies of the Gothic Constitutions were produced,
arranged and digested. Another Assembly and Feast was held on the 24th of June, 1719, when Dr.
Desaguliers was unanimously elected Grand Mlaster. At this feast the old, regular and peculiar
toasts were introduced; and from this time we may date the rise of
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new Lodges were established, the old ones visited by many Masons who had long neglected the
Craft, and several noblemen initiated into the mysteries. In 1720, however, the Fraternity sustained
an irreparable loss by the burning of several manuscripts, concerning the Lodges, regulations,
charges, secrets, &c., (particularly one written by MSr. Nicholas Stone, the Warden under Inigo
Jones.) This was done by some scrupulous brethren, who were alarmed at the publication of the
1Masonic Constitutions. At a quarterly communication, it was this year agreed that, for the future,
the new Grand }Master shall be named and proposed to the Grand Lodge some time before the
Feast; and if approved and present, he shall be saluted as Grand Master elect; and that every Grand
Master, when he is installed, shall have the sole power of appointing his Deputy and Wardens
according to ancient custom. In the mean time Masonry continued to spread in the north as well as
the south of England. The General Assembly, or Grand Lodge at York, continued to meet as usual.
Several Lodges met in 1705, under the direction of Sir John Tempest, Baronet, then Grand Master;
and manhy persons of worth and character were initiated into the mysteries of the Fraternity. The
greatest harmony subsisted between the two Grand Lodges, and private Lodges were formed in both
parts of the kingdom under their separate jurisdiction. The only distinction which the Grand Lodge
in the north appears to have retained, is in the title of the Grand Lodge of all _England; while the
other was only called the Gr'and Lodge of _England. The latter, however, being encouraged by
some of the principal nobility, soon acquired consequence and reputation, while the other seemed
gradually to decline; but, till within these few years,
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the other hand, every Mason in thekingdom held that Assembly in the highest veneration, and
considered himself bound by the charges which originated from that Assembly. It was the glory and




boast of the brethren, in almost every country where Masonry was established, to be accounted
descendants of the original York ~M'asons: and from the universality of the idea that IMasonry was
first established at York, by charter, the Masons of England have received tribute from the first
States in Europe. At present, however, this social intercourse is abolished, and the Lodges in the
north and south are almost entirely unknown to one another; and neither the Lodges of Scotland nor
Ireland court the correspondence of the Grand Lodge at London. This is said to have been owing to
the introduction of some innovations among the Lodges in the south; but for the coolness which
subsists between the two Grand Lodges another reason is assigned. A few brethren at York, having,
on some trivial occasion, seceded from their ancient Lodge, they applied to London for a Warrant of
Constitution. Their application was honored without any enquiry into the merits of the case; and
thus, instead of being recommended to the'M3other Lodge to be restored to favor, these brethren
were encouraged to revolt, and permitted, under the sanction of the Grand Lodge in London, to
open a new Lodge in the city of York itself. This illegal extension of power justly offended the
Grand Lodge at York, and occasioned a breach which has never yet been made up. The Duke of
Buceleugh, who, in 1723, succeeded the Duke of Wharton as Grand Miaster, first proposed the
scheme of raising a general fund for distressed Miasons. Thp Duke's motion was supported by Lord
Paisley, Colonel Houghton, and a few other brethren; and the
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effectual means of carrying the scheme into execution. The disposal of the charity was first vested
in several brethren; but this number being found too small, nine more were added. It was afterwards
resolved that twelve Masters of contributing Lodges, in rotation with the Grand Officers, should
form the committee; and by another regulation since made, it has been determined that all past and
present Grand Officers, with the Masters of all regular Lodges which shall have contributed within
twelve months to the charity, shall be members of the committee. This committee meets four times
in the year, by virtue of a summons from the Grand Mlaster or his deputy. The petitions of the
distressed brethren are considered at these meetings; and if the petitioner be considered as a
deserving object, he is immediately relieved with five pounds. If the circumstances of the case are
of a peculiar nature, his petition is referred to the next communication, where he is relieved with
any sum the committee may have specified, not exceeding 20 guineas at one time. Thus the
distressed have always found relief from this general charity, which is supported by the voluntary
contributions of different Lodges out of their private funds, without being burdensome to any
member in the Society. Thus has the committee of charity for Free Masons been established; and so
liberal have the contributions been, that though the sums annually expended for the relief of the
distressed brethren have, for several years past, amounted to many thousand pounds, there still
remains a considerable sum. The most remarkable events which of late have taken place in the
affairs of MIVasonry, are the initiation of Omitul Omrah Bahauder, eldest son of the Nabob of the
Carnatic, who was received by the Lodge of Trichi
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England, the Grand Lodge determined to send a congratulatory letter to his Highness on the
occasion, accompanied with an Apron elegantly decorated, and a copy of the Book of Constitutions
superbly bound. The execution of this commission was entrusted to Sir John Duy, Advocate
General of Bengal; and in the beginning of 1780, an answer was received from his Highness,
acknowledging the receipt of the present, and expressing the warmest attachment and benevolence
to his brethren in England. The letter was written in the Persian language, and enclosed in an
elegant cover of cloth of gold, and addressed to the Grand Master and Grand Lodge of England. A
proper reply was made; and a translation of his Highness' letter was ordered to be copied on vellum,
and, with the original, elegantly tramed and glazed, and hung up in the Hall at every public meeting
of the Society. After such a long history of the rise and progress of BMasonry, it must be natural to
enquire into the uses of the Institution, and for what purpose it has been patronized by so many




great and illustrious personages. The profound secrecy however, in which everything relating to
MVlasonry is involved, prevents us from being very particular on this head. The Masons
themselves say, in general, that it affords relief to the poor and needy, promotes philanthropy,
friendship and morality; and that in proportion as }IMasonry has been cultivated, the countries have
been civilized. How far this can be depended upon, the Fraternity themselves best know. Another
advantage however, seems less equivocal, viz: that its signs serve as a kind of universal language,
so that by means of them, people of the most distant nations may become acquainted, and enter into
friendship with one another. This certainly must be account
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number which have been, and daily are, admitted to the Society, and their inviolable attachment to
the art, we must in candor conclude, that it contains something of great importance to mankind at
large. CHAPTER V. HISTORY OF GRAND LODGES. For this chapter, 1 am indebted to our
talented Brother A. G. Mackey. —See his Lexicon, article on "Grand Lodges.” The present
Orgczization of Grand Lodges is by no means coeval with the origin of our Institution. Every Lodge
was originally independent, and a sufficient number of brethren meeting together, were empowered
to practise all the rites of Masonry without a Warrant of Constitution. This privilege, as Preston
remarks, was inherent in them as individuals. The brethren were in the custom of meeting annually,
at least as many as conveniently could, for the purpose of conference on the general concerns of the
Order, and on this occasion a Grand Master or Superintendent of the whole Fraternity was usually
chosen. These meetings were not, however,'called Grand Lodges, but "Assemblies.” This name and
organization are as old as the fourth century of the Christian era; for in a MS.* once in the
possession of Nicholas Stone, a sculptor under the celebrated Inigo Jones, it is stated that " St.
Albans, (who was martyred in 306,) loved Masons well, and cherish them much. * * * * And he got
them a charter from the King and his counsell, for to holde a generall counsell and gave itt to name
Assemblie.” The privilege of attending these annual Assemblies, was not restricted, as it now is, to
the Grand Officers, and Masters, and Wardens of subordinate Lodges, but constituted one of the
obligatory duties of every Mason. Thus amongithe ancient Masonic charges in possession of the
Lodge of Antiquity at London is one which declares * Quoted by Preston. 6
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within fifty miles of him, and if he have any warning. And if he have trespassed the Craft, to abide
the award of Masters and Fellows." ENGLAND. The next* charter granted in England to the
Masons as a body, was bestowed by King Athelstane in 926 upon the application of his brother
Prince Edwin. "Accordingly, Prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in the realm to meet him in a
congregation at York, who came and composed a General Lodge, of which he was Grand Master;
and having brought with them all the writings and records extanrt, some in Greek, some in Latin,
some in French, and other languages, from the contents thereof, that Assernbly did frame the
Constitution and charges of an English Lodge."t From this Assembly at York, the true rise of
Masonry in England is generally dated; from the statutes there enacted, are derived the English
Masonic Constitutions; and from the place of meeting, the ritual of the English Lodges is
designated as the " Ancient York Rite." For a long time the York Assembly exercised the Masonic
jurisdiction over all England; but in 1567, the Masons of the southern part of the island elected Sir
Thomas Gresham, the celebrated merchant, their Grand Master. lie was succeeded by the illustrious
architect, Inigo Jones. There were now two Grand Masters in England, who assumed distinctive
titles, the Grand Master of the north being called Grand Master of all England, while he who
presided in the south, was called Grand Master of England. In the beginning of the 18th century,
Masonry in the south of England had fallen into decay. The disturbances of the revolution which
placed William the Third on the Throne, and the subsequent warmth of political feelings, which
agitated the two parties of the state, had given this peaceful society a wound fatal to its success. Sir
Christopher Wren, the Grand Master in the reign of Queen Anne, had become aged, infirm and




inactive, and hence the General Assemblies of the Grand Lodge had ceased to take place. There
were, in the year 1715, but four Lodges in the south of England, all working in the city of London.
These four Lodges, desirous of reviving the prosperity of the Order, determined to unite themselves
under a Grand Master, Sir Christopher Wren being now dead, and none having as yet been
appointed in his place. They, therefore, " met * And if the anecdote of St. Albans be not authentic,
the first. t Elias Ashmole's MS.
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oldest Master Mason, (being the Master of a Lodge,) they constituted themselves a Grand Lodge
plro tenmpore, in due form, and forthwith revived the quarterly commlunication of the officers of
the Lodges, (called the Grand Lodge,) resolved'to hold the Annual Assembly and Feast, and then to
choose a Grand Master firom among themselves, till they should have the honor of a noble brother
at their head."* Accordingly, on St. John the Baptist's day, 1717, the Annual Assembly and Feast
were held, and Mr. Anthony Sayer, duly proposed and elected Grand Master. The Grand Lodge
adopted, among its regulations, the following: " That the privilege of assembling as Masons, which
had hitherto been unlimited, should be vested in certain Lodges or Assemblies of Masons convened
in certain places, and that every Lodge to be hereafter convened, except the four old Lodges, at this
time existing, should be legally authorized to act by a warrant from the Grand Master for the time
being, granted to certain individuals by petition, with the consent and approbation of the Grand
Lodge in communication. and that without such warrant, no Lodge should be hereafter deemed
regular or constitutional.” In compliment, however, to the four old Lodges, the privileges which
they had always possessed under the old organization, were particularly reserved to them, and it
was enacted that " no law, rule or regulation, to be hereafter made or passed in Grand Lodge, should
ever deprive them of such privilege,t or encroach on any landmark which was at that time
established as the standard of Masonic government.” The Grand Lodges of York and of London,
kept up a friendly intercourse, and mutual interchange of recognition, until the latter body, in 1725,
granted a Warrant of Constitution to some Masons, who had seceded from the former. This
unmasonic act was severely reprobated by the York Grand Lodge, and produced the first
interruption to the harmony that had long subsisted between them. It was, however, followed some
years after by another unjustifiable act of interference. In 1735, the Earl of Crawford, Grand Master
of England, constituted two Lodges within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of York, and
granted, without their consent, deputa* Anderson's Constitutions, p. 197. t Among these privileges,
were those of assembling without a Warrant of Constitution, and raising Masons to the Master's
degree, a power for a long time exercised only by the Grand Lodge.
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circualstance," says Preston, " the Grand Lodge at York highly resented, and ever afterwards
viewed the proceedings of the brethren in the south, with a jealous eye. All friendly intercourse
ceased, and the York Masons from that moment considered their interests distinct from the Masonis
under the Grand Lodge in London.* Three years after, in 1738, several brethren, dissatisfied with
the conduct of the Grand Lodge of England, seceded from it, and held unauthorized meetings for
the purposes of initiation. Taking advantage of the breach between the Grand Lodges of York and
London, they assumed the character of York Masons. On the Grand Lodge's determination to put
strictly in execution the laws against such seceders, they still further separated from its jurisdiction,
and assumed the appellation of " lancient Yorlc Jlifasons.” They announced that the ancient
landmarmks were alone preserved by them, and declaring that the regular Lodges had adopted new
plans, and sanctioned innovations, they branded them with the name of " Hiodern etasons.” In 1739,
they established a new Grand Lodge in London, under the name of the " Grand Lodge of Ancient
York Masons," and persevering in the measures they had adopted, held communications and
appointed annual feasts. They were soon afterwards recognized by the Masons of Scotland and
Ireland, and were encouraged and fostered by many of the nobility. The two Grand Lodges




continued to exist, and to act in opposition to each other, extending their schisms into other
countries,t until the year 1813, when under the Grand Mastership of the Duke of Sussex, they were
happily united, and discord, we trust, forever banished from English Masonry.$ SCOTLAND. Free
Masonry was introduced into Scotland by the architects who built the Abbey of Kilwinning, and the
village of that namne bears the same relation to Scottish Masonry that the city of York does to
English. Assemblies for the general government of the Craft were frequently held at Kilwinning. In
the reign of James 1., the office of Grand Master of Scotland was granted to William St. Clair, Earl
of Orkney and Caithness and Baron of Ros* Preston, p. 184. t For instance, there were originally in
Malssachusetts and South Carolina twvo Grand Lodges, claiming their authority from these
discordant bodies. In the former state, however, they were united in 1792, and in the latter in 1817.;
We may as well mention here, that the rites and ceremonies of these bodies were essentially the
same, and that the landmarks were equally preserved by them.
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1736, the St. Clair who then exercised the Grand Mastership, " taking into consideration that his
holding or claiming any such jurisdiction, right or privilege, might be prejudicial to the Craft and
vocation of Masonry,"f renounced his claims, and empowered the Free Masons to choose their
Grand Master. The consequence of this act of resignation, was the immediate organization of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, over whom, for obvious reasons, the late hereditary Grand Master was
unanimously called to preside. IRELAND. In 1729, the Free Masons of Dublin held an Assembly
and organized the " Grand Lodge of Ireland.” The Earl of Kingston was elected the first Grand
Master. FRANCE. In the beginning of the 18th century; Free Masonry in France was in a state of
great disorder. Every Lodge acted independently of all others; the AMasters were elected for life,
and exercised the privileges and powers which are now confined to Grand Lodges; there was no
Masonic centre, and consequently no Masonic union. In 1735, there were six Lodges in Paris, and
several others in the different provincial towns. The Earl of Derwentwater, the celebrated Jacobite,
who afterwards was beheaded at London, for his adherence to the house of Stuart, excercised the
functions of Grand Master by a tacit consent, although not by a formal election. In the following
year, Lord Harnouster was elected by the Parisian Lodges, Grand Master; and in 1738, he was
succeeded by the Duc d'Antin. On his death, in 1743, the Count de Clermont was elected to supply
his place. Organized Free Masonry in France, dates its existence from this latter year. In 1735, the
Lodges of Paris had petitioned the Grand Lodge of England for the establishment of a Provincial
Grand Lodge, which, on political grounds, had been refused. In 1743, however, it was granted, and
the Provincial Grand Lodge of France, was constituted under the name of the " Grand Loge
Anglaise de France." The Grand Master Clermont was, however, an inefficient officer. Anarchy and
confusion once more invaded the Fraternity; the authority of the Grand Lodge was prostrated; and
the establishment of Mother Lodges in the provinces, with the original intention of superintending
the proceedings of the distant Provincial Lodges, instead of restoring harmony, as was vainly
expected; widened still * See the MSS. in the Edinburg Advocate's Library quoted by Lawrie. t See
the deed of resignation in Lawrie's Hist. Masonry.
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of Grand Lodges, they ceased all correspondence with the metropolitan body, and became in fact its
rivals. Under these circumstances, the Grand Lodge declared itself independent of Englandl in
1756, and assumed the title of the " Grand Lodge of France." It recognized only the three degrees of
Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason, and was composed of the Grand Officers to be elected
out of the body of the Fraternity, and of the Masters for life of the Parisian Lodges. Thus formally
excluding the Provincial Lodges from any participation in the government of the Craft. But the
proceedings of this body were not less stormy than those of its predecessor. We have stated, that the
Count de Clermont proved an inefficient Grand Master. He had appointed in succession two
Deputies, both of whom had been displeasing to the Fraternity. The last, Lacorne, was a man of




such low origin and rude manners, that the Grand Lodge refused to meet'’him as their presiding
officer. Irritated at this pointed disrespect, he sought in the taverns of Paris those Masters who had
made a traffic of initiations, but who heretofore had submitted to the control, and been checked by
the authority, of the Grand Lodge. From among them, he selected officers devoted to his service,
and undertook a complete reorganization of the Grand Lodge. The retired members, Jhowever,
protested against these illegal proceedings; and in the subsequent year, the Grand Master consented
to revoke the authority he had bestowed upon Lacorne, and appointed as his deputy M. Chaillon de
Joinville. The respectable members now returned to their seats in the Grand Lodge, and in the
triennial election, which took place in June, 1765, the officers who had been elected during the
Deputy Grand Mastership of Lacorne, were all removed. The displaced officers protested, and
published a defamatory memoir on the subject, and were in consequence expelled from Masonry by
the Grand Lodge. Il feeling on both sides was thus engendered, and carried to such a height, that at
one of the communications of the Grand Lodge, the expelled brethren attempting to force their way
in, were resisted with violence. The next day the lieutenant of police issued an edict, forbidding the
future meetings of the Grand Lodge. The expelled.party, however, still continued their meetings.
The Count de Clermont died in 1771; and the excluded brethren having invited the Duke of
Chartres, (afterwards Duke of Orleans,) to the

Page 67

HISTORY OF GRAND LODGES. 67 Grand Mastership, he accepted the appointment. They now
offered to unite with the Grand Lodge, on condition that the latter would revoke the decree of
expulsion. The proposal was accepted, and the Grand Lodge went once more into operation.
Another union took place, which has since considerably influenced the character of French
Masonry. During the troubles of the preceding years, Masonic bodies were instituted,,in various
parts of the kingdom, which professed to confer degrees of a higher nature than those belonging to
Craft Masonry, and which have since been known by the name of the Ineffable degrees. These
Chapters assumed a right to organize and control Symbolic or Blue Lodges, and this as-'sumption
had been a fertile source of controversy between them and the Grand Lodge. By the latter body,
they had never been recognized, but the Lodges under their direction had often been declared
irregular, and their members expelled. They now, however, demanded a recognition, and proposed,
if their request was complied with, to bestow the government of the " Hauts Grades," upon the same
person who was at the head of the Grand Lodge. The compromise was made, their recognition was
decreed, and the Duke of Chartres was elected Grand Master of all the Councils, Chapters, and.
Scotch Lodges of France. But peace was not yet restored. The party who had been expelled, moved
by a spirit of revenge for the disgrace formerly inflicted on them, succeeded in obtaining the
appointment of a committee, which was empowered to prepare a new Constitution. All the Lodges
of Paris and the provinces, were requested to appoint deputies, who were to form a Convention to
take the new Constitution into consideration. This Convention, or as they called it, National
Assembly, met at Paris, in December 1771. The Duke of Luxembourg presided, and on the 24th of
that month, the Ancient Grand Lodge of France was declared extinct, and in its place another
substituted, with the title of Grand Oreat doe IF aee. Notwithstanding the declaration of extinction
by the National Assembly, the Grand Lodge continued to meet and to exercise its functions. Thus,
the Fraternity of France continued to be harassed by the bitter contentions of these rival bodies, -
until the commencement of the revolution compelled both the Grand Orient and the Grand Lodge to
suspend their labors. On the restoration of civil order, both bodies resumed their operations, but the
Grand Lodge had been weakened by the death of many of the perpetual Masters, who had originally
been attached to
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mutual declaration, united to the Grand Orient on the 28th of June, 1799. Dissensions, however,
continued to arise between the Grand Orient and the different Chapters of the higher degrees.
Several of these bodies had at various periods given in their adhesion to the Grand Orient, and again




violated the compact of peace. Finally, the Grand Orient perceiving that the pretentious of the
Scotch Rite Masons would be a perpetual source of disorder, decreed on the 16th of September,
1805, that the Supreme Council of the 33d degree should thenceforth become an independent body,
with the power to confer Warrants of Constitution for all the degrees superior to the 18th, or Rose
Croix;. while the chapters of that and the inferior degrees, were placed under the exclusive control
of the Grand Orient. But a further detail of the dissensions which obscured Masonry in France,
would be painful as well as tedious. They were renewed in 1821, by the reorganization of the
Supreme Council, which had been dormant since 1815. But in 1842, an advance towards a
reconciliation was made by the Supreme Council, which has at length been met by the Grand
Orient. The friendship was consummated in 1842, and peace now reigns, at last, among the Masons
of France. GERMANY. The first German Lodge was established at Cologne, in 1716, but it died
almost as soon as it was born. Seventeen years afterwards, (in 1733,) according to Preston,* a
charter was granted by the Grand Lodge of England, to eleven German Masons in Hamburg. In
1738, another Lodge was established in Brunswick, under the authority of the GrandcLodge of
Scotland. This Lodge, which was called "The Three Globes," united with the Lodges of "The Three
White Eagles,” and "The Three Swans,"” to organize in 1741, a Grand Lodge, the first established in
Germany. This Grand Lodge still exists, and has under its jurisdiction eighty-eight subordinate
Lodges. There is another Grand Lodge at Brunswick, which was established in 1768, by the Grand
Lodge of England, and which is considered as the Metropolitan Grand Lodge of Germany. It has
under its jurisdiction fifty-three subordinate Lodges. Masonry is not, however, in a very flourishing
condition in Germnany. PRUSSIA. The Grand Lodge of Prussia is situated at Berlin. It was
established as a subordinate Lodge in 1752. In 1765 it initiated the Duke of York, and then assumed
the name of "Royal York in * Illustrations, p. 183, edi. 1804.
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seven Lodges. The " Grand Lodge of the Three Globes" was founded in 1740, and has under its
jurisdiction one hundred and seventy-seven Lodges. BELTGIUM. In 1721, the Grand Lodge of
England constituted the Lodge of "Perfect Union,” at Mons, and in 1730, another at Ghent. The
former was afterwards erected into a Grand Lodge. The present Grand Orient of Belgium has its
seat at Brussels. HOLLAND. The first Lodge established in Holland, was at the Hague, in 1731,
under the warrant of the Grand Lodge of England. The present Grand Lodge of Holland has seventy
Lodges on its register. It was established on the 18th December, 1757. DENMAIR. The Grand
Lodge of Denmark was instituted in 1743. It derived its existence from the Grand Lodge of
Scotland. It is situated at Copenhagen. Masonry in this country is in a flourishing condition; it is
recognized by the state, and the reigning King is Grand Master.* SWEDEN. In no country has the
progress of Masonry been more prosperous than in Sweden. It arose there in 1654, under the charter
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The seat of the Grand Lodge is at Stockholm. -RUSSIA. An
English Lodge was constituted at St. Petersburg, in 1740, under a warrant from the Grand Lodge of
England. Masonry soon afterwards began to increase with great rapidity throughout the empire. In
1772, the Grand Lodge of England established a Provincial Grand Mastership, and Lodges were
constituted successively at Moscow, Riga, Jassy and in various parts of Courland. The Order was
patronized by the Throne, and of course by the nobility. But, unfortunately; politics began to poison
with its pollutions, the pure atmosphere of Masonry, and the Order rapidly declined. Lodges are,
however, still privately held in various parts of the empire. POLAND. In 1739, Free Masonry was
suppressed in this kingdom by an edict of King Augustus I1. In 1781, however, it was revived under
the auspices of the Grand Orient of France, who, upon the application of three Lodges at Warsaw,
established Lodges at Wilna, Dubno, Posen, Grodno and Warsaw. These united, in 1784, to form a
Grand Orient, whose seat is at the last named city. Masonry in Poland is now in a flourishing
condition. BOHEMIA. Free Masonry was instituted in Bohemia in 1749 by * | state this on the
authority of Clavel.
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70 VIRGINIA TEXT-BOOK. the Grand Lodge of Scotland. In 1776, it was highly prosperous, and
contiiiued so until the commencement of the French revolution, when it was suppressed by the
Austrian Government. Its present condition | have no means of ascertaining. SWITZERLAND. In
1737, the Grand Lodge of England granted a patent to Sir George Hamilton, by authority of which
he instituted a Provincial Grand Lodge at Geneva. Two years afterwards, the same body bestowed a
Warrant of Constitution on a Lodge situated at Lausanne. Masonry continued to flourish in
Switzerland until 1745, when it was prohibited by an edict of the Council of Berne. From this
attack, however, it recovered in 1764. The Lodges resuned their labors, and a Grand Lodge was
organized at Geneva. But Switzerland, like France, has been sorely visited with Masonic
dissensions. At one time there existed not less than three conflicting Masonic authorities in the
Republic. Peace has, however, been re stored, and the National Grand Lodge of Switzerland, seated
at Berne, now exercises sole Masonic jurisdiction. ITALY. The enmity of the Roman Church
towards Free Masonry, has ever kept the latter Institution in a depressed state in Italy. A Lodge
existed at Florence as early as 1733, and Lodges still are to be found at Leghorn, Turin, Genoa and
the other principal cities, but their meetings are held with great secrecy. SPAIN. The first Lodge
established in Spain was in 1726, at Gibraltar. Another was constituted the year following, at
Madrid. A third was formed at Andalusia, in 1731. The persecutions of the priests and Government
were always obstacles to the successful propagation of Masonry in this kingdom. Lodges, however,
still exist and work in various parts of Spain, but their meetings are in private. PORTUGAL. What
has been said of Free Masonry in Italy and Spain, is equally applicable to Portugal. Though Lodges
were established as early as 1727, they always were, and continue to be, holden with great secresy.
TURKEY. Of the state of Masonry in the Ottoman empire, we know but little. Clavel says, that
Lodges were established at Constantinople, Smyrna and Aleppo, in 1738, but of their present
existence we have no information. ASIA. Free Masonry was introduced into India in 1728, by Sir
George Pomfret, who established a Lodge at Calcutta. Another was formed in 1740, and in 1779
there was scarcely a town in Hindostan in which there was not a Lodge. In that year Omdit ul
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Carnatic, was initiated at Trinchinopoly. Masonry still exists in a prosperous condition in Asia
Minor and all the English settlements. The Lodges are under the jurisdiction generally of the Grand
Lodge of England. AFRICA. Free Masonry was introduced into Africa in 1736, by the
establishment of Lodges at Cape Coast on the Gambia river. Lodges have since been constituted at
the Cape of Good Hope; in the islands of Mauritius, Madagascar, and St. Helena; and at Algiers,
Tunis, Morocco, Cairo and Alexandria. OCEANICA. Into these remote regions has the institution
of Free Masonry extended. Lodges have existed since 1828, at Sidney, Paramatta, Melbourne, and
in many other of the English colonies. -AMERIcA. The first Lodge established in Canada, was at
Cape Breton, in the year 1745. Lodges existed from as early a period in the West India Islands. On
the establishment of the Brazilian empire, a Grand Lodge was instituted, and in 1825 Don Pedro the
First was elected its Grand Master. In 1825, the Grand Lodge of Mexico was organized; and in
1837, that of Texas was instituted. Long before these periods, however, Lodges had been
constituted in both these countries, under charters from different Grand Lodges in the. United
States. UNITED STATES. The organization of Free Masonry in the United States is to be dated
from the 30th July. 1733, at which time " St. John's Grand Lodge" was opened in Boston, in
consequence of a charter granted on the application of several brethren residing in that city, by Lord
Viscount Montague, Grand Master of England. This charter is dated on the 30th of April in the
same year, and appointed the R. W. Henry Price, Grand Master in North America, with power to
appoint his Deputy, and the other officers necessary for forming a Grand Lodge, and also to
constitute Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons as often as occasion should require. The first
charter granted by this body was to " St. John's Lodge in Boston," which Lodge is still in existence.
In the succeeding year, it granted a charter for the constitution of a Lodge in Philadelphia, of which
the venerable Benjamin Franklin was the first -Master. This Grand Lodge, however, descending
from the Grand Lodge of England, was, of course, composed of Modern Masons. A number of




brethren, therefore, residing in Boston, who were Ancient Masons, applied to, and received a
dispensation from Lord Aberdour, Grand Master of Scotland, constituting them a regular Lodge, un
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Massachusetts Grand Lodge, descending from the Grand Lodge of Scotland, was established on the
27th December, 1769. On the 19th June, 1792, the two Grand Lodges were united, and all the
distinctions of Ancient and Modern Masons abolished. In 1735, Free Masonry was introduced into
South Carolina by the constitution of " Solomon's Lodge No. 1," under a Warrant from Lord.
Montague, Grand Master of Free and Accepted Masons of England. This was, therefore, the fourth
Lodge organized in the United States.* Three other Lodges were soon afterwards constituted. In
1754, on the 30th of March, the Marquis of Carnarvon, Grand Master of England, issued his
Warrant constituting a Provincial Grand Lodge ill the province, and appointing Chief Justice Leigh,
Provincial Grand Master. On the 24th of December in the same year, the Grand Lodge was
solemnly constituted at Charleston. In 1787, a Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons was also
established at Charleston, and in the course of the succeeding years, many disagreeable dissensions
occurred between this and the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons which had been
organized in 1754. These, however, at length happily terminated, and an indissoluble union took
place between the bodi