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PREFACE.

In the present extension of KFreemasonry, when it
flourishes abundantly in every quarter of the globe, and
embraces many objects of research, which our brethren,
even of the eighteenth century, did not entertain; and
when spurious rituals have been offered to public notice,
professing to contain a description of the entire secrets,
pursuits, and machinery of the Craft, it becomes a duty
of no inconsiderable moment, to place the Institution on
its proper basis, as a society which blends science and
morals, unites benevolence and philosophy, and displays
au exawple of paternal union which is sought in vain
smidst other scenes in these times of religious and
political excitement.

The pure philosophy of Freemasonry is embodied in
the legitimate Lectures of the Three Degrees. These
form the Text on which the scientific Mason loves to
expatiate. He draws from this fountain his materials
for dissertation and research; and the improvement of
his mind becomes commensurate with the extent to
which he carries bis investigations. To make a satis-
factory progress in this sublime study, a previous know-
ledge of the routine business and Lectures of the Lodge
is indispensable. The practical working Mason is best
qualified to estimate the beauties of its theory, provided
be have aequired also a compeient knowledge of its
history and antiquities, and possesa the requisite zeal and
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industry to surmount the difficulties which impede his
first attempts to explore the hidden stores of Free-
masonry.

It is a matter of extreme regret to the well-informed
portion of the fraternity, that Freemasonry, as it is prac-
tised in some of our Lodges, offers to the candidate few
opportunities for satisfying his enquiries on the subject
of its refined philosophy, and affords little aid towards
the enlightenment of his mind on those abstruse subjects
which none can understand without the labour and
assiduity which are prompted by a zealous desire to
excel. It is for the satisfaction of this class of enquirers
that the Author has been induced to publish a consecutive
series of Lectures, all of which are intended to contribute
to the same end, viz., the honour of Masonry as a moral
and scientific institution—the instruction of the brethren
—and the glory of the Most Hier; in the antieipation
that they may lead, at no very distant period, to the
formation of Lodges in the metropolis, and the populous
manufacturing and marine towns of England, in this age
of literary improvement and refined taste, where the
leisure of talented ‘brethren may be exclusively devoted
to a minute investigation of the’genuine principles of the
Order; that the true and valuable pursuits of science
may be substituted for unimportant observances on the
one hand, and on the other, an extended conviviality
which may terminate in debauch.

It is in the pursuits of philosophy, blended with those
great principles of the Order, active benevolence and
universal charity, that Freemasonry claims our unmiti-
gated esteem. . That fills our bosoms with the undis-
guised love of our species; this shews our love to be
sincere by its practical development in our commerce
with the werld and with each other. That stores the
mind with a pure religious feeling, by tracing the works
of nature, till they. lead to reflections on the immensity

— - —
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of power—the triumphs of wisdom and goodness of
Him, who constructed the vast machine of the universe
for the advantage of his creatures;—tkis evinces our
gratitude and reverence, by inciting us to “act en the
square’’ with the worthy and the good, whatever may
be the external circumstances in which they are placed by
the just and equitable decree of Providence. In any
other point of view Freemasonry is human—here it js
divine. This consideration encircles it with the laminous
rays that enlighten the * glory inf the centre,” and confer
its real dignity and value. It is the TrrocrRATIC PHILO-
80PHY OF FRREMASONRY that commands our unqualified
esteem, and seals in our heart that love for the Institution
which will produce an active religious faith and practice;
and lead, in the end, to ¢ a building not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens.”

Such being the professed design of the following work,
little need be said on the principle of its construction.
A view of the Institution has been taken under every
form which it has assumed throughout the long series of
ages that have intervened from the creation to the days
in which we live.- It is admitted that ample justice bas
not been done to the diversity of subjects which pre-
sented themselves to the Author’s attention ; because, in
a field so wide, twelve short Lectures is a space too
limited to afford scope for all the important investigations
to which they naturally give rise; but it is hoped that
much important information has been communicated,
which may direct the learned reader’s view to subjects
which his previous knowledge of the.art may render
interesting, and which the disquisitions suggested by his
own ingenuity may illustrate and confirm. And if the
fraternity should admit that the Author has succeeded in
displaying a connected view of the science in all its
principal divisions ; if he have correctly traced its pro-
gress in the ancient world, until it assumed the form
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under which it now appears; if he have satisfactorily
shewn that the great object of the Institution is to pro-
mote the glory of God and the good of mankind; the
testimony will be highly gratifying to his feelings; and
he will not regret the time and attention which have
been bestowed on the composition of the Work.

A spirit of enquiry distinguishes all ranks of men in
the present day. Every art and every science forms a
subject of public disquisition in our literary societies and
institutions ; and it is unreasonable to expect that the
pursuits of Freemasonry will escape enquiry amidst that
universal curiosity which now animates mankind to search
into the hidden secrets of nature, and to detect each
_ process by which her various changes are produced aad
modified. Our Institution pervades all classes of society,
in every region of the globe ; and it is not to be expected
that the uninitiated will be satisfied with our pretensions,
except they be borne out by an appearance, at the least,
of superiority ; and it cannot be denied that Freemasonry,
previously to the present century, had not kept pace
with the scientific improvement of the times. A dearth
of masonic publications was acknewledged and lamented
by our most worthy brethren; and, from this unpro-
pitious circumstance, the Order was in evident danger
of sinking in public estimation. From that period a new
era has commenced ; talented individuals no longer refuse
to honour our Institution with their avowed patronsge,
as our philosophy becomes better understood ; because it
is defensible on grounds that are equally horourable and
just; and this accounts for its extension amongst the
aristocracy both of talent and wealth ; and the distinetion
with which the fraternity is favoured in every country
where superior civilization has elevated the dignity of
man.

A decision on the manner in which the following Werk
is exeowted, must be submitted to the reader’s judgment.
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Various opinions may exist upon this point. The Author
has consulted the taste of every reader, and flatters him-
self that he has not been altogether unsuccessful. The
scholar may derive some gratification, if not instruction,
from the manner in which the subject is treated in refer-
ence to the usages of a remote antiquity, about which
written records afford little aid to enlighten the path ;
while the practical Mason may reap much information
from the latter division of the subject; and a fair portion
of general knowledge will result from a candid perusal
of the whole course. The industrious Brother who takes
up the volume with a view of assisting his recollection,
or improving his mind, will not, it is prebumed, bestow
his time in vain ; and while he may derive amusement
from a view of the various forms which the Order has
assumed in different countries, and under divers modes
of organization, he will not fail to augment his masonic
resources, and become more impressed with the beauty
and moral usefulness of the Institution into which he has
been admitted. Hzec studia adolescentiam alunt, senec-
tutem oblectant, secundas res ornant, adversis solatium
et perfugium preebent, delectant domi, non impediunt
foris, pernoctant nobiscum, peregrinantur, rusticantur.
Cro.
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THE THEOCRATIC

PHILOSPOHY OF FREEMASONRY.

LECTURE 1I.

SPECUBATIVE MASONRY EXAMINED UNDER ITS DENOMINA-
TION OF LUX.

O’er all were seen the Cherubims of LirexT,
Like pillar'd flowers amidst the falling night ;

So high it rose, so bright the mountama 8 ne,
1t mm'd the foots fof Jehoyah’s throne.

James Monigomery. .
Hail, holy Lig}&t!

FREEMASONRY, i its pnnntlve snd ineffable state, was
an institution of pure, ethereal Light. But light was
Heaven,! the eternal seat of the Bmety, and a place of
absolute perfection and happinesS. It follows, therefore,
that Freemasonry is -{nonymous with eternity, undefiled
charity, or heaven. In conformity with this definition,
we derive heaven owpaves from the Hebrew Aus, Light;
because it is above the mountains evgea? And hence
probably sprang the epinion of Eugubinus and others,

1 Col i. 18.
$ Thus lnonntnins and high places were considered throughout all
nﬂqmty, being moré emimﬂy adapted to the purposes of devo-
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that Light was the supreme empyrean or local habitation
of the Deity, which always shone with surpassing splen-
dour; because the Eternal himself was believed to be the
source and origin of Light. In all his communications
with man, Light has been his constant attendant; or, in
the felicitous language of David, ¢ he clothed himself
with Light as with a garment.”

The Holy Book which constitutes the furniture of the
Pedestal, is full of testimonies to this effect. God is
termed by the prophet Isaiah, the Light of Israel. Daniel
says, the Light dwelleth with him ; and Habakkuk com-

ares his brightness to the Light. Simeon calls him a

ight to lighten the Gentiles. The glory of that Light
appeared to-Saul at his conversion, and to Peter at his
miraculous deliverance from prison. St. John affirms
that God is Light; and in another place, that he is the
true Light ; which is confirmed by the Saviour in these
remarkable words, ¢ I am the Light of the world.”

On this view of the subject, primitive Freemasonry
may be referred to the Light of Wisdom, which the
Almighty Architect of the Universe possessed *“in the
beginning of his way before his works of old;”** which
was ¢ present when he made the heavens, and assisted in -
setting a compass on the face of the abyss;”’* and having
been communicated ¢ at sundry times and in divers man-
ners’” to mankind ; it serves as ¢ a lantern to the feet,’®
and “a light that is never extinguished.”” This Wisdom
or Light is, indeed, ¢ the breath of the power of God ;'**
a pure influence flowing from the eternal source of Light;
compassing the whole circuit of heaven,” and forming the
architrave of pure and holy religion. It is to be observed
that Solomon, our Grand Master, speaking ‘masonically,

erally used the word Wisdom as a substitute for
ight. And thus also it is asserted in the Book de
divinis hominibus, ascribed to Dionysius the Areopagite,
that ¢ this is the most divine knowledge of God, accord-
fug to the union that is above understanding, when the
mind, getting at a distance from all things that are, and
having dismissed itself, is united to those superillustrions

s Prov. viii. 22. ¢ Ps. oxix. 105.
4 Prov. viii, 27. 7 Wisd. vii. 10. .
¢ Hobs i. 1. *Ihhvi i, 25

¢ Eocl. xxiv. 8.
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A}
Beams, from whence and where it is enlightened in the
unfathomable depths of Wisdom.”

In all the divine manifestations which have been
vouchsafed to man, it was necessary to accommodate the
grossness of his nature, by the use of a visible and mate-
rial Light. But it must be understood, throughout the
present Lecture, that this was only a symbol, or a mild
emanation of the glorious Light which illuminates the
celestial regions. This is eviﬁent from the evangelist’s
description of the heavenly kingdom : * the glory of God
doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light thereof.”
This Light, or Freemasonry, so to term it, was peculiarly
intellectual. A Light adapted to spiritual faculties—
the Light of God’s word and spirit. It was enunciated
with equal perspicuity by the Jewish prophets. Thus
Issish says, that in those blessed mansions ‘ the sun
shall be no more their Light by day, neither for bright-
ness shall the moon give Light; but the Lord shall be
an everlasting Light.”” It is evident, therefore, that the
Light of heaven is supernal and intellectual ; and that a
gross material Light will be ununecessary to its glorified
inhabitants ; of whose complete illumination we are at
Eresent unable to form any just or rational opinion. It

as been correctly termed * a glorious lustre, filling all
{leaven—-an abyss of Light, in which the imagination is
ost.” :

This luminous principle is represented in our Lod
by the First Great Light, and symbolized by TAree Lesser
Lights; which, being material; point out palpably to the
senses, a reference to the operation of Light on the mind,
as held forth in the three true religious systems which
will extend from the creation to the destruction of the
globe which we inhabit ; viz. the Patriarchal, the Mosaic,
and the Christian dispensations. Again, the eyes of the
Second person in the Trinity are represented as a flame
of fire."® Now, “fire is a symbol of intellectuality, espe-
cially a flaming fire that implies Light. Thus we read
of tze JSiery intellect in the ic pracles, and of shinin
fire attributed to the soul, as being a certain divine anﬁ
intellectual essence, as Plethon speaks. Wherefore the
Logos is rightly said to have eyes like a flaming fire,

» Bov. xiz 18
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’

because he is not only intellectual, but that great and
eternal Intellect from whence all intellectual beings are ;
as also their operations, exercised by virtue of the more
pure, and ethereal, and igneous spirits.”’! The subject,
therefore, can be treated only as the Almighty himself
has condescended to treat it, in pity to the weakness and
incapacity of his creatures, viz. by a reference to mate-
rial fire and Light, under which his personal appearance
has been manifested amongst men.

These preliminary ideas naturally direct our attention
to the divine SaexINAH, or blaze of Light which usually
accompanied the divine appearance on earth. It con-
sisted of a visible splendour, or pure emanation of the
Deity, and has been termed splendor glorie Dei, as St.
Paul described the glory of Moses’ countenance when he
returned from the mount. This Light, in the form prob-
ably of a bright cloud,,conversed with Adam in paradise.”
After his unhappy Fal\l, Light guarded the entrance of
this blissful abode, that no profane steps might penetrate
to the tree of life. The same spiritual Light confirmed
the, piety of Abel, and probably conveyed Enoch to the
eternal regions of Light, without tasting the bitterness
of death. From this time to the Flood, it has been
thought the Shekinah was withdrawn, on account of the
increasing wickedness of men.”* This, however, does not
seem to be borne out by sufficient testimony ; for it is
certain that God conversed with Noah on the subject of
the Earth’s corruptions; destroyed the world by water
united with Fire;* confounded the language at Babel,

u More. Afoo. I;) 7. e

1 Qen. ii. 16. Dr. Lamb, (Hierogl. p. 82.) says that the image by
which our first parent communicated his know of the Creator to
his descendants, was a picture of that vision of the cherubim which
appeared to Ezekiel and St. John; and that the Hebrew letters or
hieroglyphics for a man, an-ox, a lion,and an e&ﬂe being put together,
produces she phonetic word Eromimx; and he thi was the
origin of animal worship. )
3 Qvid’s fable of Astrwma fleeing to heaven in consequence of the
ug’s impiety, appears to be a tradition of this probability.—Metam.

1 Pionus, who suffered martyrdom in the year 250, under the Em-
peror Decius, thus addressed his persecutors: “ You yourselves, from
your old traditions acknowledged that the deluge of Roah, whow you
call Deucalion, was mingled with [f)ire, &c.’—Pont. Hlet. Norw. p. b2

|8

BSee also Whiston’s Cause of illustrated.
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and on every occasion manifested his displeasure against
sinners—for Speculative Masonry had its system of Justice
as well as Mercy—and conﬁrme?the faith of the righteous,
by imparting a portion of that Light and Truth, which
constitute the divine essence ; humiles per claritatem sue
ostensionis tlluminat ; a striking evidence of His approval
of that system of religion which was practised by the
holy patriarchs.

This supernal Light protected Abrabam in the fiery
furnace of the Chaldees, as it did subsequently Shadrach,
Mesech, and Abednego, in that of Nebuchadnezzar;
shewing that while the divinity assumed the appearance
of «a wall of fire””* for the protection of his people, he
was “a consuming fire”® for the destruction of their
enemies. Abraham enjoyed the advantage of frequent
revelations of Light from on high ; and the same Shekinah
destroyed the cities of the plain. It was a gracious
manifestation of Light that the Almighty vouchsafed to
Jacob, when, benighted and weary on his journey to
Padanaram, he saw the vision of that wonderful Lacﬂier,
with Seraphim ascending and descending, which was in-
tended to increase his Faith, encourage his Hope, and
animate his Charity, while the Great Architect of the
Universe, in a flood of Light at its summit, gave him
those cheering promises which were so amply fulfilled in
his posterity,

oses, at the Burning Bush, was favoured with the
inspiration of Light, and received that holy and incom-
municable name which still constitutes the awful Secret
of Speculative Masonry. The Shekinah, manifested on
this important occasion, was a very significant symbol.
The Bush burned with fire but was not consumed ; and
Israel was subjected to the fiery oppression of Egypt,
and was not destroyed; although possessing no greater
power of resistance against Pharaoh and his people than
the feeble bush .to prevent the.encroachmerts of the
devouring element. The truth is, God was in the midst
of both ; 4nd, therefore, fire and persecution were equally
. powerless. Moses was here lnstructed to a proach
the majesty of God with his feet bare, and Els face
covered ; and it was not till the deliverance of Israel

» Zech. ii. 5. 1 Heb. xii. 20.
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from bondage that the Light shone permanently
amongst them.

The preparations for this remarkable Deliverance were
solemn and imposing ; and the difference between the
Darkness of idolatry and the Light of Truth, or, in
other words, between the Spurious and the true Free-
masonry, was specially manifested for the instruction of
the Israelites, as well as the punishment of the Egyptians.
A thick and tangible darkness was upon the latter for
three days. All business ceased~—no man moved from
the place where this awful visitation overtook him—
fields, houses, streets, and highways were peopled with
living statues; food was not sought—rest unheeded; and
terror and dread the only feelings which prevailed. There
they stood, each as in a cell of darkness—monuments of
the divine displeasure; wondering in silence and solitude
what the result of such an unlooked for judgment might
be. Visions, like the dramatic scenery of their Spurious
Freemasonry, flitted before their imagination ;7 awful
shapes, heart-rending lamentations, and gibbering noises,
as if in mockery of the darkness, which was celebrated
in those institutions by divine honours and loud accla-
mations.® But the Israelites had Light in their dwell-
ings. They were illuminated by the true Shekinah, or
Light of Heaven; which was a mystery to the Egyp-
tians equally incomprehensible with the preternatural
darkness in which they themselves were shrouded. The
Light shone in darkness, but the darkness comprehended
1t not. .

From this time the Light took the form of a pillar of
Cloud and of Fire, which in the day time was bright,
and perhaps transparent ; and at night was like a fierce
fire of ample dimensions to enlighten a camp of twelve
miles square. It may be objected that the heat of such
8 fire would have consumed the tents, the tabernacle, and
every thing within its focus. But this was no natural or
elemental fire, for it existed without fuel ; and, like the
fire at the Burning Bush, its consuming propeities were
restrained, although it retained sufficient light for the
most distant tribes. In a word, it was the cloudy Rillar,

7 Wisd. xvii. 14, &, .
% Euseb. preep. evan. L iii. 9. Damascius.
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illuminated by the Shekinah of God. This divine Pillar
took its station amongst the people, and formed the sub-
lime object of Jewish Freemasonry. It continued with
them during all the fluctuations of their history, till their
renunciation of the true, and abandonment to the abomi-
nations of the Spurious Freemasonry, induced the Al-
mighty to withdraw the Light of his presence, and give
up their city and temple to the rage and fury of an idola-
trous people.

Nothing could have been assumed to point out,in a
more clear and explicit manner, the essential difference
between Light and Darkness, than the divine Shekinah
at the period when Israel passed through the Red Sea.
It was a Light and a guide to them, but a darkness and a
terror to their unhappy pursuers, who were annihilated
by the junction of the waters, when Moses lifted up his
rod as asignal that the power which restrained them had
been withdrawn.

It was the Shekinah of God that appeared in clouds
and fire on the holy mountain when the Law was deliver-
ed to Moses. The mountain was clothed in darkaess,
and nothing but the smoke or cloud was visible to the
people ; while the legislator at the summit was favoured
with a view of the Shekinah as a lambent flame of
Light, out of which Jehovah conversed with him on the
religious and political government of the people whom
he had redeemed, with slgps and wonders, from the power
of the Egyptians. The dark clond has been thought to
symbolize the law of Moses, which was a type of the
Light of the Gospel. Congrui, says Borrhaius, nubes in
Jfunctionem legalem qua tenebrarum est nos Lucts ; intimating
that the true Light would not be made perfect till the
advent of the Messiah; and Christianity contains the
most complete system of morals that ever was proposed
to the mind of man.

It was an emanation of the Shekinah which illuminated
the countenance of Moses when he descended from the
mountain where he had conversed with the Almighty
face to face. '

and we

Shall one day, if found worthy, so defin’d,

See our God face to face as he did then

His Holy of Holies, nor be blasted by his brow.
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This glory was imparted ad homorem legis, and as a
specia?token of God’s love and favour towards this meek
and holy patriarch. It may likewise be considered as an
unquestionable credential, whence the people might be
assured of his divine commission, and hold him, as the
vicegerent of God, in greater reverence and esteem.
They were unable to endure the lustre proceeding from
the reflected brightness of the Shekinah—a striking evi-
dence that their minds were not sufficiently enlightened
to bear the revelation of the mysterious system which
was typified by the Law. Moses, therefore, drew a veil
over his face &s a token that ¢ their minds were blinded ;”
and that though the true Light was shadowed forth,

loriously indeed, in the Jewish religion, it would not be
ully developed till the veil was removed by the appear-
ance of the Messiah, or Light personified. These emana-
tions of the Deity form constituent parts of the system
of Speculative Masonry, as it is Brpctised at the present day.

In the wilderness, Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and their
company, were Punished by the Shekinah for endeavour-
ing, 1llegally, to intrude themselves into the priest’s office ;
and it was the same divine Light that manifested itself in
mercy or indignation on various signal occasions. Gre-
gory and others think that this mixture of mercy and
justice was symbolized by the mild and bright cloud
which led them by day, and the terrible fire by night.?
And it was always accompanied by a sibdued radiance
of that holy Light which shone in heaven before the
worlds were created. -

I have already remarked that the Creator was called
“the Father of Light.” Iamblichus, in his Book of
Mysteries, agrees with this interpretation; for he sa
that ¢ Light is the simplicity, the penetration, and the
ubiquity of Ged.” And it is remarkable that the earliest
inhabitants of Egypt, the source, probably, of Spurious
Freemasonry, were called Aurita, from the Hebrew or
Chaldaic root Aur, Ligur. If this be true, the Egvp-
tians did not gather the above idea of Light from a tradi-
sion of the power of Moses, and the pillar of fire which
destroyed the army of Pharaoh, because the probability
is that they entertained some such notions Before the

¥ Greg. Hom. 21. in Evan.
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Ysraelites came into their land. The ‘transactions of
Moses might add strength to their );lreviously conceived
opinions, and. invest the subject with a solemnity which
might make it worthy of more special notice im their
Spurious Freemasonry. Many of the natives accom-
panied Moses at the Exodus; and some would probably
return and repeat the wonders which they ha.dP seen in
the wilderness; all of which were accomplished by the
agency of God’s Shekinah—fire or Light. To such com-
munications, the people, as well as the priests, would
attach considerable importance, from the fact of their
monarch and his whole army having disappeared in so
mysterious a manner before an unarmed multitude of all
sexes and ages, arranged without order, and ignorant of
military dimcipline.® :

I cannot but think that Lux was shadowed forth in the
Urim and Thummim of the High Priest. Urim siguified
Light, and Thummim, Perfection. These appendages
were invested with such an inpenetrable mystery, that,
if their real signification was known to the High Priest,
it was never revealed ; for the Jewish Rabbins differ ma-
terially in their conjectures respecting their use and
application. The High Priest was certainly acquainted
with their use as oracles; for there does not appear to
have been the least ambiguity about them, nor any diffi-
culty in their interpretation. The supposition most to
my present purpose is, that the Teraphim mentioned b
the prophet Hosea, as being withdrawn from the Jewis
nation, were the identical Urim.' Now Teraphim® was

® The Druids of Britain, like the mm, sppear to have entertain- *
ed some idea of the Supreme Being clo in Light, as is evident from
the following passage in an old British Poem :

The smalleet, if compared with small,

Is t?he mighty lﬂ:ﬁ: the w:rlld':,li!l‘xdgmmt

And he is the greatest, and Lord over us,

And our God of m 3
LianT ¢ his mr.f," mnpid.

A particle of lucid sunshine is his car.

81 The Teraph has, by some authorities, been differently interprated.
Rabbi Eleazer holds, that it was made of the head of a male child, the °
first born, and that dead born, under whose tongue they applied a lamen
of gold, whereon were engraved the characters and inscriptions of certain
planets which the Jews superstitiously wandered up and down with,
instead of the Urim and Thummim, or the Ephod of the High Priest.
(Notes to Thalgba, B. X.) It will, however, be generally believed, that
the opinion in the text is the most rational.

3
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but another word for Seraphim, or angels of Light—the
true Freemasons of the sky-—ministering spirits, continu-
ally ascending and desoemi,ing from earth to heaven, and
from heaven to earth, to receive and disseminate divine
commissions for the benefit of man; and serving on
great occasiona as the chariot of the Deity.

On Cherubim and Seraphim
Fall royally he rge.

These holy spirits were symbolized in the seven lamps,
or inferior Shekinah, mentioned by Zechariah. They are
denominated * the eyes of the Lord which run to and fro
through the whole earth ;” and St. John compares them
to ¢ aflame of fire.” Urim and Thummim conjointly
signified the Light of Truth, or divine inspiration. And
this high quality of perfect judgment was vested in the
High Priest, when clothed in his seven ceremonial gar-
ments as the representative and vicegerent of the Deity.
Like the Urim, the Shekinah was a pure Light—a fire
that burned not—Light and flame combined without
heat ;2 a striking symbol of that intellectual Light which
will impart its rays into our souls, if, with sincere and
upright intentions, we seek the knowledge of God, and
worship him in spirit and in truth. The Pectoral of the
High Priest was enlightened by Urim in the same manner
(only inferior, perhaps, in degree,) as the Shekinah illumi-
nated the ark of the covenant in the Holy of Holies. It was
Light—pure Light—that constituted the essence of both.
Hence the High Priest was sometimes honoured with the

‘title of THe Divine Worp. And truly, for he was the
substitute and type of the Messiah ; or, in other words,
the Logos of the Logos.

King David was favoured with a glimpse of this divine
Light, when the Almighty at Ephrata revealed to him
the place which he had selected as the site of the in-
tended temple, and he frequently celebrates the presence
of God in his sanctuary. But to Solomon, the Grand

= lfpose to this description of supreme Light, the ever-burning fire
of hell. It is represented as a flaming fire—a never can be
uenched ; and yet it is a place of absolute and profound darkness.
a‘hu. as the Shekinah was a flame that gave Light but did not burn
—=0 the fire of hell burns, but gives no Light.
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Master of Freemasonry, it was fully revealed at the dedi-
cation of the temple. At this period occurred the most
awful display of the Light shining in Darkness. * The
house was filled with a cloud, so that the Priests could
not stand to minister by reason of the cloud. Then said
Solomon—the Lord hath said that he would dwell in zhe
thick durkness.” The solemnity of that darkness was
enlightened by the Shekinah, and nothing else was visi-
ble, until this lucid appearance rested between the che-
rubim of the Mercy Seat.

Some theological writers conceive that darkness, when
thus opposed to Light, was intended to represent the
deplorable stateof intellectual blindness in which those
persoms were unfortunately placed who had renounced
their allegiance to the Most High, and practised the sense-
lessidelatry that emanated from the unholy caverns where
the rites and ceremonies of Spurious Freemasonry were
celebrated. Superbos per caliginan erroris obscurat. Others
refer it to the weakness of man’s understanding; which,
even under the influence of revelation, is unable to form
any rational idea of the glory of God, who, as we are
informed by St. Paul, *dwelleth in Light which no man
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen or can see,”
in this frail state of imbecility and ignorance. :

The Shekinah, or Light, was revealed to Elijah on
Mount Horeb; and to Isaiah in the temple. Gloriously
to Ezekiel, when * a whirlwind came out of the north, a
great cloud, and a fire unfolding itself, and a brightness
was about it ; and out of the midst thereof, as the colour
of amber, out of the midst of the fire.” And still more
gloriously to Daniel; for he himself says, ¢ I beheld till
the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of Days did
sit; whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of
his head like pure wool ; his throne was like a fiery flame,
and his wheels as burning fire. A4 fiery stream tssued and
came forth before him.” In this vision Daniel not only
beheld the Light illuminating the darkness, but also saw
the Son of Man coming in a Shekinah of Clouds to take
possession of his everlasting kingdom.

These favoured individuals had a very indistinct notion
of the mystery to which such splendid revelations of Light
referred. They had drank, it is true, of the living foun-
tains of knowledge, although, when composing their
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rophecies * under the influence of that inspiration which
ictated whatever was conducive to the promotion of
God’s designs, they delivered both sentiments and ex-
pressions of which they themselves understood not always
the full importance and extent. Seusible of the pre-
dominating power, they communicated their divine intel-
ligence as the spirit gave utterance ; conveying prophecies
og which neither they nor their hearers probably perceived
the full scope, nor tzresaw distinotly the spiritnal accom-
plishment, writing for the advantage of those who were
to come after, and to furnish evidence in suppert of a
future dispensation.”®
After tﬁe punishment of the Jewish nation for the
neglect of their sabbatical years, by the captivity in
Babylon, this branch of Speculative Masonry was with-
drawn till the eve of a better dispensation ; and its absence
was lamented with tears and loud wailings. Darkness
was finally cast, as a mantle, over the minds of that
favoured race, whose ancestors had possessed, but mis-
applied, all the advantages of Lux, or Speculative Mason-
; and that darkness will remain, until, in God’s good
time, the veil shall be removed, and the Shekinah of their
forefathers be manifested with such lucid brightness, as
to open their hearts for a reception of the glorious truths
of revealed religion. :
In process of time the divine Shekinah again appeared
in the likeness of a miraculous Star, overshadowing the
lace where He abode in whom ¢¢ dwelt the fulness of the
head bodily.”* Isaiah had prophesied of the Messiah
under the name of Light;® and accordingly when he
came he denominated himself ¢ the Light of the world ;”
and was described by his beloved disciple as  the true
Light whieh lighteth every man that cometh into the
world.” He appeared on earth with the benevolent
purpose of enlightening his benighted creatures with the
rays of Light and Truth; and teaching them the way to
heaven, the seat of eternal and universal Light, by the
three principal steps of the Theological Ladder. The
Light again shone in darkness, but the darkness compre-
hended it not. It was in reference to this mild and benig-

% Gray’s Koy to the Old Test. 2 I?
ix.

. % Col. ii. 9. 2
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nant appearance of the Shekinah, that the Jewish pro-
phet burst out into that magnificent strain of rejoicing
at the prospect of salvation being offered to the Gentiles.
“ Arise, shine, for thy Light is come, and the glory of
the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold the darknes
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; bu.
the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory, shall be
seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy
Light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.”” .
The holy Shekinah of Light was visibly manifested at
the baptism of Christ, and at his mysterious transfigura-
tion. And as the presence of God in the cloudy pillar
of the tabernacle was full of glory, so was the cloud
which overshadowed Christ on these occasions much
more glorious; for he was the brightness of God’s ﬁlory,
and the express image of his person; and in the latter
instance his face is represented as shining like the sun,
and his raiment as being white as the Light. He per-
mitted the glory of the indwelling Deity to appear for &
few seconds, to enlighten the eyes and irradiate the
understanding of his ravishing beholders. They were,
indeed, enraptured with the vision; but he restrained
. their transports, by desiring them to keep the event an
inviolable secret until after his resurrection. At his cruci-
fixion, darkness covered the whole face of nature, as a
striking emblem that the Light of heaven had suffered a
partial extinction upon earth; but, at his resurrection,
the Light again appeared, and paralyzed the Roman
soldiers who watched at the sepulchre; and was dis-
plaized at his public ascension into heaven.
rom these ap nces it has been thought that
Christ was symbolized by the Urim and Thummim.
Calvin, Marbuchius, and others, thus explain the Breast-
late of Judgment: ¢ The Urim, which is interpreted
ight, shewed that in Christ are laid up all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge: and Thummim, which be-
tokeneth Perfection, was a sign or symbol of perfect
purity, which is to be sought only in Christ. And both
signify, that as without Christ there is nothing but dark-
ness and sin, 80 he is our illumination and perfection.”
Archbishop Tenison asserts that the Shekinah or Light
was Christ. On this holy vessel of Christ’s body, when
he was baptised by John in Jordan, the Shekinah appear-
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ed; a mighty lustre, as Grotius hinteth, hovering, after
the fashion of a dove, upon these waters of the second
creation. On him the Holy Ghost dwelt, or rested, as
God was said to do in the tabernacle. In him, as the
law of God in the ark, and the will of God, known from
the oracle of the Shekinah, were deposited all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. He is the great
oracle of God; whom by a voice from heaven, out of a
bright cloud, or God’s excellent glory, we are commanded
to hear. The fathers will have it, that when in his child-
hood he went into E%ypt, and was brought to Memphis,
the Egyptian idols fell at his feet.”®

- This interpretation of the Shekinab or Light, appears
to have been the mystery so frequently referred to in the
New Testament. Thus Christ himself said : * I will utter
things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the
+ world.” St. Paul repeatedly expresses himself to the
same effect. To the Romans he speaks of a mystery which
was kept secret since the world began.” To the Ephesi-
ans he also refers to ¢ the mystery which, from the begin-
ning of the world, kath been hidden.” And the expression
in the original does not vary, when he reminds the Colos-
sians of “‘a mystery that hath been hid from ages.” The
secret which so frequently constituted the subject of
scripture prophecy, must have been of vast importance.
It had been carefully concealed from all the world, except
a select few in every age, and they were not favoured
with a clear conception of its nature and end. Thus it
continued an ineﬂ}a)ble mystery which the angels of
heaven desired to look into, from the beginning of time.
The great exultation which was displayed amongst the
hosts of heaven, is described in the Apocalypse, when
Christ was declared worthy to open the Book or Se-
creTs ; into which neither angels, men, nor infernal
spirits were thought worthy to look. This inviolable
mystery was no other than the revelation of Light, or
scriptare morality, by the true Shekinah of God, during
a vigible and bodily appearance on earth. And to whom
was this Light revealed ? St. Paul tells us that it was
first communicated to the Apostles, and from them it
passed to all who should faithfully receive it. And thus

% Ten, Idol. p. 372, 374.
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was fulfilled a series of remarkable predictions uttered by
the prophet Isaiah. ¢ The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great Light ; they that dwelt in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the Light shined,”
And again, ‘“he will destroy the covering cast over all
people ; and ke veil that is spread over all natjons.”” For
this reason the Messiah was termed avgroln, the East ;¥
because in the prophetical style the East signified Reve-
lation, or the moral light of God. The prophet Zechariah,
according to the Septuagint, says: ‘Behold the man
whose name is the EasT ;" and again: I send my servant
the East.” The same phraseology is preserved by Zacha-
rias, speaking under the influence ot Light. ¢ The day
spring (the East) from on high hath visited us, to give
Light to them that sit in darkness;” for the prophet
Malachi had said that when the time was accomplished for
the revelation of this ineffable secret, the Shekinah, or Sun
of Righteousness ¢ should arise (in the East) with healing
on his wings.”

We have no reason to believe that the Shekinah was
withdrawn at the ascension of Christ ; aithough, so far as
re%urds the science of Speculative Masonry, it forms a
subject of sublime speculation and unceasing interest.
This beatific principle continued to enlighten saints and
holy men until the temple was finally destroyed, and true
religion so firmly established as to need no vusible manifes-
tation from on high. It appeared in a glorious Light to
the first martyr Stephen, who “saw the glory of God,
and Jesus Christ standing on the right hand of God.” It
was manifested to Saul in so vehement a Light as for a
time to deprive him of his vision. And at Pentecost the
Holy Ghost was commissioned to be, as it were, a substi-
tute for the Shekinah, and appeared in the form of fire
hovering over: the Apostles. Bishop Andrews, citing
Eusebius, says : ¢ the glory of Christ is now much greater
than it appeared on the mount of transfiguration; with
which, if his epostles were then dazzled, how can it be
now expressed I’ And this glory is described by 8t. John
as “the God Omnipotent ; the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords; appearing on his throne of Light crowned,
and with eyes like of fire.”

% This word signifies not only the rising of the Sun, but the place where
it first appears.
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The consecutive manifestations of the Deity, in the
visible form of a Cloud, Fire, and Light, produced some
very remarkable effects upon the nations of the earth.
In their search after the true Light, which they had good
reason to believe would contribute vitally to their spuri-
ous systems, the heathen fell into many grievous errors.
The Light of Speculative Masonry was impalpable and
intellectual ; and hence, by the adoration of the sensible
element of fire, the Gentiles forfeited the substance by
cherishing the shadow. Their apprehensions being limit-
ed to material subjects of contemplation, they soon lost
all vestiges of the true Light, and became incapable of
comprehending mysteries which related exclusively to the
immaterial world. And this may partly account for the
introduction of polytheism; and for the very unimport-
snt nature of the topics which pervaded their system of
Spurious Freemasonry, on which Gentile philosophy was
accugtomed to exercise its ingenuity, or apply its reason-
m% powers.

t is remarkable that, after the advent of Christ, the
Shekinah did not appear in a thick cloud, as under the
Jewish dispensation ; because the true Light was now
come which should illuminate all mankind. Thus, at the
baptism, transfiguration and ascension, the cloud is
uniformly denominated ¢ bright ;" although, perhaps, con-
taining some degree of opacity; and the Shekinah which
inspired the Apostles assumed the form of small tongues
of lambent flame, aceompanied by an invisible wind
which filled the house where they were assembled. And
it is ever present in the believer’s heart by the Holy
Ghost. Still, however, the Light which we have the ha
piness to enjoy is not absolutely clear, nor can it be mn
our present imperfect position. The Lectures of Freema-
sonry contain many allusions and references to the holy
sod sublime appearances of the Deity in the form of
Light ; and to its eternal existence as the Wisdom, or
intellect, or glory, which, surpassing our conceptions,
forms the object of our Faith and Hope, and which, uni-
ted with Charity, is coeval with the Great First Cause.
But when the Invisible world shall be fully disclosed,
and the Grand Lodge above opened for eternal enjoyment,
then shall we be able to appreciate that full communica~
tion of supreme Light and unbounded knowledge which
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constitute the perfection of Charity, and form the true
Freemasonry of heaven. ¢ Now we see through a glass
darkly; but then shall we see face to face. Now we
know in 2'pa.ri;, but then shall we know even as we are
known.””? And then shall the sEcrer of the Lord be
fully revealed to them that fear him.®

] Cor. xiii 12. ® Pa. xxv. 14.




LECTURE 1II.

VIEW OF SPECULATIVE MASONRY AS A SYSTEM OF
CHARITY.

Each other gift which God on man bestows,

Its proper bound and due restriction knows ;

To one fixed purpose dedicates its power,

And, finishing its act, exists no more.

Thus, in obedience to what heaven decrees,

Knowledge shall fail and prophecy shall cease ;

But lasting CHARITY’s more ample sway,

Nor bound by time, nor subject to deoay,

In happy triumph shall for ever live,

And endless good diffuse, and endless praise receive.
Prior.

In all public Institutions, some form of admission has
ever been adopted, with an approach to sublimity, pro-
portioned to the rank and importance which each society
may sustain in public estimation. In most cases the
ceremony is preceded by a ballot, to ascertain whether
the proposed candidate may be acceptable to the com-
munity at lartge ; that harmony may not be interrupted,
nor discord fomented by the introduction of improper
persons. This being satisfactorily arranged, admission is
accompanied with various degrees of solemnity, from the
simple signature of a name, to the imposing rite of initia-
tion into Masonry, or’the solemn ceremony of appro-
priating a candidate for the ministry to Glod’s service, by
episcopal ordination.

Such have been the usage of society from the earliest
times; and I am persuaded that the pure Freemasonry
of our antediluvian brethren was acoomganied by a
characteristic rite of initiation, which forcibly impressed
upon the candidate’s enquiring mind an historical legend
or tradition, which it was of the utmost consequence
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should be preserved ; and was hence transmitted through
those ages when letters or alphabetical characters were
unknown, and oral communication could alone be adopted
as a method of recording past events. The length to
which human life was extended, rendered such a course
equally simple and effective; nor do any doubts exist
that this Freemasonry (so to call it) was deteriorated in
the slightest degree, either in its facts or ceremonies,
while it remained in the custody of the pure and holy
race who erected their superstructure on the firm and
solid basis of Charity, or the love of God and man. I am
restricted by obligations, the most sacred, from attempt-
ing to describe this ceremonial, or to name the legend on
which it was founded; yet every brother, who is in the
habit of investigating the true nature and tendency of
the science into which he has been initiated, will be at
no loss to discover, in the brief account which Moses has
given of these early times, sufficient data for the founda-
tion of a theory on this subject, which will approximate
very nearly to the truth. ‘
hat the legend was varied, and the points of morality

extended by the Noachidee, there cannot exist the slightest

uestion; for to record the course of events, and to
Jjustify the ways of God to man, historical recollections
would be augmented; and additional incitements to vir-
tuous actions, springing from the love of God, would be
embodied in the patriarchal Lecture: thus would the
holy science hold onward its progressive course, till the
gmnd union of Speculative and Operative Masonry at the

uilding of king Solomon's Temple; the most remark-
able epochs being the Creation, the Deluge, the Offerin
of Isaac, the deliverance from Egyptian Bondage, an
the erection of the Temple;—and the ‘most strikin
events which were deemed worthy of being incorporate
into the science, were the appearance of the Cherubic
forms at the gate of Eden, the translation of Enoch, the
mechanical excellence of Jubal and Tubal Cain, the
grand Festival given by Abraham at the weaning of his
son Isaac, the Vision of Jacob, the mission of Moses at
Horeb, the building of the Tabernacle, the slaughter of
the Ephraimites, the Offering of David on the threshing
floor of Araunah the Jebusite, and the Dedication of the
Temple.
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This pure and primitive system was founded on
Brotherly Love or ghari . I am aware that there exists
in the world, and I am afraid also amongst the brethren,
a mistaken opinion respecting this great principle of
Freemasonry. The error arises from a superficial con-
sideration of the true meaning of the word Charity.
Taken in its literal and more obvious sense, it is supposed
to be embodied in our benevolent institutions. We gave,
however, a different name for the sensible and material
virtue which operates so beneficially for the advantage
of our widows, orphans, and brethren in distress. And
that is Relief, which constitutes one division of the
principal Point of Freemasonry. Thus, if a person give
profusely that his name may appear to advantage on a
subscription list ;—if self-love incite him to acts of liber-
ality that he may receive the homage of those amongst
whom he lives—would it be correct to attribute to such
a man the practice of true Masonic or Christian Charity ?
Far from 1t. His benevolence is laudable, because it is
beneficial. But it is not Charity—it is Relief. To speak
masonically, it may be Faith, it may be Hope, but it
cannot be Charity. These are distinct things. An in-
spired writer has enumerated them, and informed us
which is the greatest.!

Again, the same quality may be exercised to establish
a name, or to acquire a reputation. And I confess the

plause of the world is one of its greatest comforts.

hat man’s heart must be cold indeed which is insensible
to it. The blessing of the poor—the glistening eye of
the widow as she pours forth her gratitude for benefits
received—the: cheerful greeting of the orphan, are
amongst the gratifications which it may be right to covet.
But if our benevolence have only this end, we shall fall
short of that beautiful-—that masonic Charity which be-
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all thin
And why? Because the Frinciple of doing good, mere%&
to enjoy the pleasure of being thanked for it, js selfi
and unprofitable; because the praise of men is at best
but an uncertain support—a broken reed. It will as-
suredly give way. Knd when this shall happen, all our
imaginary honours, if they base their existence on this

1 1 Oor. xiii.
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hoie only, will be prostrated and scattered to the winds
of heaven.

And if we fall—we fall like Lucifer,

Never to rise again.

But let bright-eyed Charity be practised in its pure
disinterestedness ;—let there be no alloy—no unworthy
motives when you exercise liberality ;—no secret wish
for an équivalent, or covert desire to establish a reputation
for benevolence; and you will never be disappointed of
your reward—the unsullied pleasure of doing good. You
will have ¢hosen for your support the pillars of Wis-
dom, Strength, and Beaut{, and they are based upon the
eternal Rock of ages. Calumny, with envenomed tooth,
may attack—reproach may vilify—envy may exercise its
cankerouscravings to afflict and wound—still, in the midst
of all these pelting storms, you are at peace ; conscious
rectitude is your sheet anchor; your foundation is Free-
masonry, which cannot be shaken; and all attempts to im-
peach your integrity will be impotent and unsuccessful.

In order to form a clear idea of this supereminent
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