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ORIGINAL DEDICATION.

TO
WILLIAM PERFECT, ESQ.,

PROVINCIAL GEAND MASTER FOR THE COUNTY OF KENT.

R. W. Sz, axp Broraer :—When I consider your
very high and respectable attainments in the science
of Masonry, as well as of all the other arts and sciences ;
and reflect that you should have heard the following
small proofs of study with such a degree of partiality,
as not only to encourage their publication, but also
to permit their dedication to your name; I cannot
but ascribe this condescension more to your love of
the religious and moral parts of our Royal Order, than
to any merit you can possibly see in those feeble pro-
ductions, which are now delivered to your perusal.

That this religious predilection may be continued
to you with all its bappy benefits, and may it close
(however far distant I have every reason to wish that
period may be), may it close your present existence
in all its calm serenity and peace, and open your future
state in all the fulness of everlasting felicity, prays
very sincerely,

Your very affectionate Brother,
And ever obliged
Humble Servant,

J. INWOOD.
Ruorory Housm, 8T. PAouL's, DEPTFORD,

April, 1799.
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MASONIC DOCTRINES.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS

ON THE MASONIC TESTS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.
BY THE EDITOR.

“ It is strange to see with what greedinesse this ayrie chameleon, bei
all lungs and winde, will swallow a receite of newes, as if itwu'epbhe;z
call ; yea, with what frontlesse insinuation he will serve himselfe into
the ac?luaintunce of some knowing ¢ntelligencers, who, trying the cask
by his hollow sound, do familiarly gull him.”—Wamuzrzs.

“ Guard thy secret from another ; intrust it not; for he who intrust-
eth a secret, hath lost it.”—ARaBIAN PrOVERB.

In the earliest times when the motions of the heavenly
bodies attracted the notice of mankind, curiosity prompted
them to make observations, to institute enquiries, and to
endeavour to find out the reason why these luminous
orbs moved with such regularity and exactness, and to
discover the laws by which their singular revolutions
were governed. By such means, in a few generations,

at %moo veries were made, and abstruse speculations

came familiar to the philosophic mind. But it is a
question whether they were originally actuated by any
motive more powerful than curiosity ; and whether they
ever entertained an opinion that their researches would
have an effect on civilization or the general happiness,of
mankind. The gratification which they derived from
contemplating the beauty of the firmament, studded, on
a dark night, with thousands of burnished stars in various
interesting positions, some stationary, others moving
majestically on their acoustomed course ; and all uniti
to impress the beholder with a magnificent idea of the
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Creator of such a wonderful display of worlds piled on
worlds, till the imagination became exhausted by the
intensity of its own reflections—appears to have been the
extent of their wishes.

To compare small things with great, the same course
is pursued by too many who have been initiated into the
Order of Freemasonry. They first perceive its rank and
estimation in the eye of the world; they observe that it
sustains a brilliant reputation; and curiosity induces
them to enter a lodge, that the{l may ascertain the pro-
cess by which this reputation has been attained. The
emblems of the craft attract the candidate’s attention, as
the stars of heaven invite the admiration of the beholder.
He contemplates their form—he enquires their meaning,
symbolical and moral—and, having ascertained this, he
seeks no farther; thus losing the true beauty of the
application, and remaining ignorant of the manner in
which the sublime lessons which they embody operate
to promote the influence of Freemasonry, and the benefit
of the fraternity at large. Like a boy blowing soap
bubbles from a tobacco-pipe, and pleased with the %eauty
of the colours which they display as they rise gradually
mto the air, but totally ignorant of the science they
display, and of the recondite problem which he is uncon-
sciously working out.

Yet these symbols frequently embody the very essence,
not only of Freemasonry, but also of the wor:{ip of the
Deity. Bardwell, speaking of Masonry, says :—* Reli-
gion, being the parent of architecture—and a style, a
symbol, device, or emblem, appropriated at first to reli-
gion, and to nothing else—its object is to produce a
religious abstraction or recollection in the spectator ; the
effect is heightened by its antiquity, and a certain mys-
tery veiling it. It follows, then, that all styles of archi-
tecture are hieroglyphics upon a large scale, exhibiting,
to the heedful eye, forms of worship widely differing from
eagh other, and proving that in almost every religion with
which we are acquainted, the form of the temple is the
hiero of its God, or of the peculiar opinions of his
votaries.”

Such superficial Masons reflect very little credit on the
institution, whatever their rank in life may be; for it is
the internal, and not the external condition of a man that
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Masonry regards. Our late Grand Master the Duke of
Sussex pursued a different course. He tells us himself—
« when I first determined to link myself with this noble
institution, it was a matter of very serious consideration
with me; and I can assure the brethren that it was at a
period when, at least, I had the power of well consider-
ing the matter; for it was not in the boyish days of my
youth, but at the more mature age of twenty-five or
twenty-six years. I did not take it up as a light and
trivial matter, but as a grave and serious concern of m
life. I worked my way diligently, passing through all
the different offices of Junior and Senior Warden, Master
of a Lodge, then Deputy Grand Master, until I finally
closed it by the proud station which I have now the
honour to bold. Therefore, having studied it, having re-
flected upon it, I know the value of the institution ; and
I may venture to say, that in all my transaotions through
life, the rules and principles laid down and prescribed by
our Order have been, to the best of my faculties, strictly
followed. And if I have been of any use to society at
large, it must be attributed, in a great degree, to the im-
petus derived from Masonry.”

And this is the course which every brother should

ursue from the moment of his initiation, otherwise his
giuonry will be useless to himself, and of no value to
those whom his example ought to influence. It is but
too true, however, that there are many who know little
more about the real nature of the institution, than the
cowans themselves; and this is not a complaint that
applies exclusivey to the present period; for it has cha-
racterized all time. Nor does the masonic society stand
alone in having incurious and careless members—the
charge apglies equally to all other public bodies of men;
and even Christianity—blessed Christianity—all power-
ful to the salvation of the human soul—is inundated with
apathetic believers (if believers they be, notwithstand-
ing their baptism) who make shipwreck of their faith,
and live as though they had no responsibility, nor any
souls to save.

This lamentable carelessness of some who have been
initiated into Masonry, has, in all ages, made it necessary
to guard the avenues of our lodges with TEsTs; with-
out a knowledge of which none can approach the altar
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where the Book of Wisdom is openly displayed. Many
candidates are satisfied with being eligible to attend the
lodges on public and festive occasions; to form a part of
8 prooession where the honours of Masonry are exposed
to view ; and to enjoy the credit of belonging to a society
which has the merited reputation of doing so much good;
of relieving the distresses of the widow; of educating
and clothing the destitute orphan, whether male or
female ; of providing for the necessities of those whom
unforseen misfortune may have cast down from a repu-
table station in life; of furnishing annuities for the aged,
and an asylum to receive the worthy brother of humble
rank, at a period of life when his energies are exhausted,
and his strength decayed ; thus gladdening his eyes with
a gleam of sunshine and happiness before they are closed
for ever.

When Masons appear in procession, the public are
reminded of these essential benefits; and they become
universal topics of conversation and approval ; which is
one reason why many good and worthy characters are
induced to enter the fraternity after one of these masonic
formalities has been exhibited. The public appearance
of the fraternity on particular occasions has been enjoin-
ed by the Grand Lodge, from the very revival of Masonry,
a8 being perfeotly in keeping with the principles of the
art ; and was observed as a great solemnity throughout
the last century ; the highest officers of the Order not
disdaining to be present at these interesting exhibitions ;
and the places of each officer and brother were regulated
by law.!

The beauty and utility of our processions are not at
all affected by the fact that they were the subject of
ridicule or pasquinade ; for the most sacred of all institu-
tions has not escaped the censure of bad men* The

' Vide Anderson’s Const. Ed. 1738, sub anno 1724, et passim.

8 But what evil impression can such a burlesque as the following
create in any vell-regulated mind? It is calculated only for the very
lowest e of society—for those who never could be itted to the
sacred floor of s Masons’ lodge ; and, therefore, let them laugh, the Order
remains upscathed. The followi uinade in 1743 : « The
solemn and stately procession of &e hxsons. tylers in m
cockades and liveries, being the colour ordained for the Sword-
of state. They, as the youngest Entered Prentices, are to guard tho
Jodge with a drawn sword from all cowans and eaves-droppers, 4. e.
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anti-processionists of the present day, in order to throw
discredit on the practice, compared them with the inde-
cent orgies of the bacchanalia. Thus Fellows, an Ame-
rican writer against Masonry, says: “ The masonic pro-
cessions are identically the same thing as those of the
bacchanals, but got up with more taste and refinement,
owing to the influence of civilization. In these are
carried a box or chest called the Lodge, about which
much secrecy is pretended, and which is kept covered
from the eyes of the profane or uninitiated. The utmost
decorum is observed, and homage paid to the sacred con-
tents of the mysterious chest.” But processions form
the very essence of every ancient institution which had
the most remote alliance with religion; and the excel-
lence of Masonry, in all its degreea i8 derived, in a great
measure, from processional observances. Each private
ceremony is attended by some processional movement ;
and public processions are used on the most solemn occa~
sions. We visit the house of God in public to offer up
our prayers and praises for mercies and blessings; we
attend in a body to show the world our mutual attach-
ment as & band of brothers; we are arranged in a set
form, to exhibit the beauty of our system, constructed
on the most harmonious proportions, and modelled into
a series of imperceptible gmges of rank, which cement
and unite us in that indissoluble chain of sincere affection,
which is so well understood by Master Masons, and blend
the attributes of equality and subordination in a balance
80 nice and equable, that the concord between rulers and
brethren is never subject to violation, while we meet on
the level and part on the square.

Added to the credit of being a member of such an
institution, some superficial Masons attend the lodge for

listeners, lest they should discover the incomprehensible mysteries of
Masonry. A gmd chorus of instruments; to wit—four sackbauts, or
cows’ horne; six Hottentot hautboys; four tinkling cymbals, or tea
canisters with broken glass in them ; four shovels and brushes ; two dou-
ble bass dripping pans; a tenor frying pan; a salt box in delasol ; and
& pair of tubs. Entered Prentices, ro%ly clothed, giving the
delimt?lg md'? e piv i v b beyond e
i magnificently ridiculous, all human
and conceivi On the right the Grand Master Poney, with the com-
gmfothvi:n?vva.nppmdmt t0 a blue ribbon round his neck, &o.”
he jam satis
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the sake of its refreshments, to which they are inordi-
nately attached; when in fact refreshment is only in-
tended as a subordinate item in the practice of Masonry.
I am quite ready to admit that the hour of refreshment
is very attractive, which is probably the reason why so
many prefer it to the graver business of the lodge. It
has been said that man is not by nature a working
animal ; and the proposition is illustrated by the disin-
clination of those who have fallen desperately in love
with masonic refreshment, to participate freely in its
labours. For such Brethren as these, a certain portion
of masonic knowledge, as a test to secure their admission
to the lodge in all its degrees, becomes indispensable ;
otherwise they would be Masons in nothing but the name.
And although these tests may appear abstractedly, very
trivial in their nature and tendency, yet they have fre-
quently led to something better ; because their signifi-
cation is usually recondite, and embodies matters of
much greater import than their exterior appears to
promise. ‘

One cogent reason why our Brethren of the last cen-
tury adopted a series of tests to distinguish the cowan
from the true and faithful Brother, is found in the fact,
that the entire system of speculative Masonry is con-
tained in the Holy Scriptures. The Old Testament
presents us with its history and legend, its t and
symbols; and the New Testament with its morality, and
the explanation of those allegorical references which were
a sealed Book until the appearance of the Messiah upon
earth, and the revelation of his gospel. Now as the
yarticula.r tests where all this information might be
ound, were freely circulated amongst the Brethren in
manuscript if not in print,® a few stray copies might get
into the hands of uninitiated persons, and a superficial
knowledge of our references might be thus attained ; and
without some certain tests, ag a means of detecting im-
posture, a bold man, even with such slight pretensions,
might have succeeded in introducing himself into a lodge,

? I have in my possession & MS. of this kind, written about the year
1764 ; it contains upwards of & hundred and fifty texts, with their
tive references : and a copy of another, written about the year 1780,
containg nearly a ki texts, many of them differing from the
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where the officers were careless about the admission of
visitors, and the Senior Entered Apprentice was remiss
in the discharge of his duties; and once there, he would
see enough to qualify him to repeat the experiment ; and
thus would become enabled to reveal truths which were
not bound upon his conscience by any obligations to
secrecy. Besides this, the world was inundated with
spurious and worthless lzublications,‘ which professed to
reveal all the mysteries of Masonry. These books undoubt-
edly contained some truths—some wheat amongst the
chaff—but they were so deeply imbedded in an undigested
mass of error and absurdity, that no one who had not
assed the north-east angle of a lodge, could possibly
isentangle truth from falsehood; and therefore these
pamphlets were rather beneficial to the Order, because
they contributed to lead the illegal enquirer into a false
ath, which was sure to terminate in a wilderness where
1gnorance and confusion reigned, and where his ideas
would be lost in & maze of ever varying conjecture.

Bishop Earle says there were in his days (and we are
not without them{ a class of meddlers, who ¢ thrust
themselves violently into all employments, unsent for,
unfeed, and many times unthanked; and his part in it
is only an eager bustling that rather keeps ado than does
anything. He will take you aside and question you
of your affair, and listen with both ears (cowan like) and
looi earnestly, and then it is nothing so much yours as
his.”® If such an one, by any accident, should stumble
upon some trifling masonic truth, his knowledge was
counterbalanced and rendered useless by the absence of
correct instruction as to the manner of communicating
it; for the technicality of our mode of communication
constitutes an unchangeable test which forms an insuper-
able obstacle to the agmission of any uninitiated person ;
and it is that alone by which a true Brother can succeed
in making himself known as a Mason.

The author of the Freemason’s Lexicon very truly
observes, “ some of the ceremonies of initiation, and ex-
planations of many of the symbols made use of by the
ancients in their mysteries, have been discovered and
printed, and our chiefs and rulers must expect that this

¢ See Golden Remains, vol. i., p. 17. § Microcosmography, Ixiv.
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will also be the case with respect to Freemasonry; but
those ceremonies and symbols cannot be the true secrets
of Freemasonry ; they bear in themselves sufficient proofs
of their insufficiency to bind mankind to the Order,
cially that class whom we find most devotedly atta:?;
to it; viz. the most liberal, the most enlightened, the
most wise, and the most truly pious amongst the family
of mankind. The Christian religion hath also its sym-
bols. The bull is an emblem of strength, and the lamb
of patience; but the man whose knowledge of the
Chnistian religion extends no further than to be able to
state the names of the various emblems which are used,
and what those emblems represent, has no great reason
to pride himself upon his knowledge of the Christian
religion, and much less claim has he to the comforts and
hopes held forth to the true disciples of the meek and
lowly Jesus. Even so is it with a knowledge of the
ceremonies of Freemasonry, and of the symbols used in
those ceremonies—the sEcreT is of a more exalted and
refined nature.”

The unmerited hostility with which Freemasonry was
assailed by all classes of people during almost the whole
of the last century, and the idle objections which were
raised to impede its progress, constituted another sound
reason whicﬁ induced the fraternity to guard their exclu-
sive privileges, and protect their recondite secrets with
tests of such a peculiar nature as to set at defiance all the
attempts of cowans and unworth{ persons to penetrate
the mystery which was so carefully guarded. Those who
flattered themselves that they had acquired some slight
knowledge of the institution, were paralized by the exist-
ence of a regulation which threw them immeasurabl
back upon their pristine ignorance, and defeated their
exertions to recover their former position, which, in reality,
was nothing more than a false light that had no existence
but in their own heated imagination. The lodges were
freely open to men of honour and integrity ; but there
existed a feverish desire to acquire a knowledge of masonio
secrets without the process of initiation ; and it was the
disappointment which attended all their efforts to ac-
complish this illegal purpose, that converted neutrals into
enemies, and augmented the ranks of our opponents with
active and rancorous partisans.
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There is no imstance on record in’thé Mstoryof the
world, where any public body of men have been 86 much
vituperated, ve exhibited thesame forbearance.
Brotherly love and charity form the bpsis of the Oxder,
and the brethren of the last century practised these sub~
Jime virtues in their purity. It was a saying of Socrates
thdt the duty of'a man is “to do good to his friends, and
to make Iriends of his enemies.” This conduct was pur-
sued b{' the Freemasons with the most triumphant suc-
cess. ' They engaged in po controversy ; and when the
oondescended to reply to sny ecalumay, it was wi
mildness and courtesy—thus azowing that the principles
which were inculcated in the lodge, were reduced to
practice in their intercourse with the world ; and demon
sbrating, beyond all contradiction, that the truths of
Masonry were operative, and produced a beneficial effeck
upon the mind and manners of thase fuvoured few, who
had been admitted within the sacred precineta of the
lo?e,to imbihe the beneflcent instructions of humani
and benevolenée, from the fountain head of wisdom an
experience. - C h : .
_ The masonjc tests of different ages have varied yery
considerably’; and there are few brethren of our own
times who would be able to interpret the following,

-which constituted the tests at the beginning of the last

épotury., They were not, I believe, enjoiped by the
Grand Lodge, who, geverally speaking, left their man-
agement to the discretion of the brethren; and I know
of no test which obtained the public sanction of the
Grand Lodge, except that unfortubate chauge of land-
marks in 1740, which drew down upon them the odious
spme of moders Masons. . T .
T v sTBedTHATE b
What ia the place of the Seuior Kntered, Appreative? , .
W hat e mar et g el Appeeatioe,
* How ought the Master to Me served ¢ " :
What is the pumishment’ of & cowan ?
%tht'is_:he.d::&we boxronlywiih o  hora? .
W 18 1L 8al opened v .
gé)whpinhek v - q"”‘j ‘

B .o

e
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The pame of sa E A P.
name of a F' C. ) )
nameof MM. . -

AR HTWPOTTPOTT ) T

" These questions may be considered trivial, ‘but in

reality they were of greatimportance, and included some

of the profoundest mysteries of the craft. Nothing ouglit
to be pronounced trifling until its merits have been can-
didly examined, and its claims to notice fairly investi%:zted.

If, after such a process, they turn out to be worthless,

let them be rejected, and their pretensions acattered to-

the four winds of heavén. 1Itis, however, true in physics
as well as in morals, that the most insignificant thingq,
according to outward appearance, often possess an in-
herent value which is unappreciable by common natures.

The diamond, when taken from the mine, is & small,

rough, and unsightly stone; but it contains, under such

an unpromising exterior, a gem of the highest value. A

single drop of eroton oil, or prussic acid, under Ero T

restrictions, contains virtues of incalculable worth; but

if misapplied'by ignorant practitioners, is pregnant with
the most alarming and fatal effects. . ‘
In like manner, a single masonic question, how puerile
eoever it may appear, is frequently, in the hands of an
expert master of the art, the depository of most import-
ant seorets, the just application of which will material}{'
contribute to promots the best interesta of mankind,
both temporsl and spiritual ; but when placed at the
disposal of a cowan, however he may have acquired pae-
session of its ordinary meaning, will end in nothing
than an exposure of his ignorance, and will consequently

overwhelm him with shame and disgrace. T

The tests used about the middle of the century, varied
considerably from the above; for, although some of the
ﬂuﬁons correspond with them, the answers were ver{

ifferent. I have not been fortunate enough to meet wit

a correct list of these tests, but the following formed a

rtion of them ; and I have reason to believe that the
initial letters were omitted. ‘

Hwougbtllmntobeélothad?
‘Whea were you bora ?
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it name? . . -
. With what bave yon warked ?
What do you mean by acacia?
- How old are you? ’

The use of tests has ever been considered as a matter
of great importance amongst the fraternity; and hence
they have always been carefully taught to every initiated
brother as he advanced in masonic knowledge, proceed-
ing gradually through the degrees of symbolical Masonry,
A separate portion of the tests was committed to him at
each step; but the explanation of those which were at-
tached to a superior degree was withheld until he was
fully qualified to receive it, by being passed or raised.
These tests were something like the conundrums of the
present day—difficult of comprehension—admitting only
of one answer, which appeared to have no direct corres-
pondence with the question, and applicable only in con-
sonance with the mysterious terms and symbols of the
institation. ’

The tests, or qualification-questions in use at the latter
end of the century, I can speak about with greater cer-
tainty, because they were propounded at my own initise
tion, and I studied them with great diligence.

Whese . are you travelling tof :

Are yon a ﬂ:on? .

" "Hew do you know that?

How wﬂ{yon prove that to me?

Whare were you made a Mason ?

When were you made a Mason ?

By whom were you made & Mason ?

From whence do you come?

- 'What recommendation do. you bring ?

Any other recoamendation ? ‘

Where sre the secrets of Masonry kept?

. ‘To whom do you deliver them? . .
-* How do you deliver them ? ’ ’ )
In what mauner do you serve your Master? -
What is your name ?
What is the same of your son ? .
“"If a brother were lost, where would you look for him?

How should you expect to find him clothed ?

B e e v

i ow

) Whr{tﬁmehiﬂ, . o T .

. Theob}uth appest to bave beon divided into three
sections of  sevan points each, but not aecerding ¢o the
flegrees.~ They avé maye in the nasurs of ‘elgusés, ensh



J 1 Mui BMANDS

being oonfined to its own appropriate class. They were
sometimes engraven or printed on éards’ for more con-

venient reference ; and the copy which was presented to
me at my initiation by my masonic sponser (for it will be
recollected that I was 8 minor,) was engraven, and is-

o

, %ued by one of the town lodges, which I have reason te

elieve is now extinet. . _ A ) .
", These tests are doubtless of great utility ; but in their
pelection, a pure and discriminating taste has not been
always used. And as there was no autharitative law for
their regulation, much was necessarily left to the dis-
ecretion of the Masters of lodges, and there are reasons
for believing that a strict uniformity has not been always
observed. In some of the American lodges a test occurs
which is probably unsanctioned by authority. Where
does the Master hang his'hat? The French had—Com-
ment étes-vous entré dans le Temple de Salomon? This
1s a very amusing émgioyment if the object is merel
Iudere cum luce; but there is too much levity about it
ever to become an admitted landmark of the Order.

_ In the qualification questions now in use amongst the
lodges, which it will be unnecessary to introduce here,
because they are in every Mason’s hands, we discover a
decided improvement over any of their predecessors ; and
the Fradua process to their present perfection may be
intelligibly traced by a scrutiny of the tgxree former series.
Johnson says, in his preface to his edition of Shakespeare,
that « antiquity, like every other quality that attracts the
notice of mankind, has undoubtedly votaries that rever-
ence it, not from reason, but from prejudice. Some seem
to admire indiscriminatély whatever bas been long
served, without considering that time has sometimes
co-operated with chance. All, perhaps, are more willin
to honoyr past than present excellence; and the min
contemplates genius through the shades of age, as the
eye surveys the sun through artificial opacity.” In our
case, however, the advantage is decidedly 1n favour of
the moderns ; the arrangement is superior, and the selec-
tion of questions more appropriate. The great moralist
goes on to say—‘as among the works of nature no man
aay propetly call a rives deep; or 8. mountain high, with-
put the knowledge of many mountains aid many riversy
® s \he productions.of genius, nothing-esa be styled
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excellent tifl it has been compared with other works of
the same kind. Demonstration immediately displays its-
power, and lms nothing to hope or fear from the flux of
years; but works, tentative and experimental, must be’
estimated by their pro?ortion to the general and collec-
tive ability of man, as it is discovered in a long succession’
.of endeavours.” Here, then, we arrive at the very point
of enquiry which applies to the subject in hand. The’
intelligent Masons of various periods appear to have
drawn up each their series of tests; and it is only by’
oollating and comparing one with the other, that we can
determine accurately whick is entitled to the preference.
Our system of tests i)oasesseé an advantage which its’
redecessors wanted. It has the public sanction of the’
rand Lodge; and therefore admits of no variation
throughout all the lodges dnder its jurisdiction. '
The Masons of the last ce'ntury’%md another Kind of
test, or rather qualificatiori, which was applied to candi-
dates for admission into the Order. It is thus éxpressed-
in the first printed Book of Constitutions, and is repested’
in all others; ¢ The men made Masons must be free
born, or no bondmen, of mature age and of good report, -
hale and sound, not deformed or dismémbered dt the
time of their making. But no woman, no eunuch. ' The*
son of honest parents, a perfect youth, withour masm or”
defect in Ris body.” - - '
This test appears to cast an indirect reflection on the’
works of our Aqui hty Creator ; and therefore the M-
sons ef the present day have éxpunged it from the statute”
book ; because a man’s morals are not determined by-
phyeical defect of his body. In fact it appears to be
oiposed to the direct commands of the gospel; for-
Christ himself pronounced thé loss of a meniber of the
body of less-consequence than that of a single virtue or
affection of the mind. *“If thy right eye offend thee,
Tuck it out and cast it from thee; for it is profitable’
or thee that one of thy members should' perish, and not’
that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if‘
thy right hand offend thee,’cut it off aud cast it from*
thee ; for it i8 profitable for thee that oune of thy mem-
bers should perish, and not that thy whole body should’

be cast into hell.” ST
T - DRty v 29,80,
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THe truth is, this regulation was never intended to be.

introduced into Speculgtive Masonry. Its appearance in
the Constitutions, however, shows how fgzﬁfuﬂy they
were transmitted from the most ancient times; when,
in the details of operative Masonry, the want of an arm
or leg constituted a Ehysical defect which prevented a

man from practising the mechanical part of the trade or

calling, and would make him a mere drone in the hive.

And therefore when our ancient brethren, how talented
soever they might be, were - obliged to serve the usual
time as Apprent.ices, and Fellowerafts, or Journeymen,
before their genius was allowed to expand itself in the
character of Masters or architects, it was found impos-
sible to admit those to a partieipation in the work, who
were disabled by nature to mount a Jadder, to handle a
trowel, or to make a correct application of the square,
level, or plumb-rule, for the purpose of trying and cor-
recting the irregular angles of a building—of laying lines .
and [i:oving horizontals—and of adjusting uprights on-
their basis, to bring rude matter into due form.
. It was by this Fnborious process that the architeet or
Master Mason of the middle ages rose to distinction, No
work of art, says Carl Menzel, can ever be produced by
skill and understanding alone; the inspiration of the
artist ever has been and ever must be the source of that
which confers ssthetic value on his production. *A
gieoe of architecture, in which there are any manifesta-
ions of genius, is worked out in the same manner as a
poem. Invention, or the ground idea of the subject,
must come firsts and it is to this conception of the
fancy, that technical skill is afterwards to be applied, so
as to work it up, and to render practical in construction '
what is originally the mere @pﬁrehension of beauty.
This is the only true process. By adopting the oppo-
site, we may indeed be able to obtain a structure in
every respect well suited to its destination; but it can
never possess that mysterious charm which genius alone
can bestow ; nor will it ever warm the beholder to ad-
miration, althbt:igh he may not be able to deny that the
builder has performed all that utility requires, or niere
reason ought to demand.”” e ;

" Bardwell's Temples, p. 176.
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- Por these reasons it was & standibg regulution of the
eraft, that every Appreiftice, ‘ be free born, and of limbe
whole as a ought to be, and no bastard, and that
no Master or fellow take no allowance to be made Mason’
without the assent of his fellows, at the least six or seven.
That he that be made be able in all degrees; 1. e., free
born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and that’
he have his right limbs as a man ought te have.” The
above regulation is taken from a MS., copied in the reign’
of James, and now in the custody of the Lodge of Anti-:
quity. But it is a custom of & much higher date, and
may be traced back to the tenth century. A MS. in the
British Museum, of this date, states the regulation in
these words— - :

The fowrthe artycul thys moste be, )
That the mayster hym wel be—oe, .
‘l‘hthenobondmongentyumb,

Ny for no covetyse do hym take;

By olde tyme wryten ‘

the prentes schul beoffentylkyllh;
Andsomqmgnulodmbod

Toke thys gemetry that ys fal good.

The yusw;t.he

80 that the prentes be of lawful blod ;

1

- e 9

.
- A maymed mon he hath no myght,
Ye mowe hyt knowelongegezsmygu.

This regulation is worse than useless in Sronhﬂvo
Masonry, and has been very judiciously rescinded. ¢
only tests or qualifications which are now required in &
candidate for the honours of Maseury are that ¢ he must
be & free man, and his own master; and at the time of-
initistion be known te be in reputable circumstances.
He should be a lover of the liberal arts and sciences;
unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends, unin-
fluensed by mercenary or other unworthy motivess and

4
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W Ealy by s favourable. opipion of therineilin-
u, and & desire of knowledge. . | .. . - .
Qur transatlantic brethrem, however, upderstand the
diaqualification literally, and defend it by arguments like
thesa, That it is “one.of the oldest regulations ef .oux:
sucient craft, and arises from the originelly operative
ngture of our institution.. Whatever objectione some
yltre-liberal bretbren may make to the uncharitable;
?attu:e of a law which excludes a virtuous man from eur
ellowship, because he has been unfortunate enough ta-
losa a leg or an arm, we have no right to discuss the
question. * The ‘r?ulation constitutes one of the meany
uliarities that distinguish our society from all othera;
its existence continues to connect the present speoula-
tive with the former operative character of the institu-
tion ; it is an important part of gur history; and is, in
short, by universal eonsent, oune of the landarks of the
Order. It can mever, therefore, be changed’™ Hence,
in their constitutions, the physical disabilities are thus
described: « Of sufficient .natural eadewments, and the
senses of a man; with some visible way of acquiring an
honest livelihood, and of working in his eraft, as becomes
the members of this most ancient and honourable fra-
ternity, who ought nof only te earn what is sufficient
for themselves and families, but likewise something to
for works of charity, and supporting the true
nity of the royal craft. . Every person desiring ad-
mission, must also be upright in y, not deformed or
dismembered at the time of muking; but of hale and
éntire limbs as a man ought to be.”™ In France the
test simply is, “nul ne pourra étre présenté aux épreuves’
&'App .- . #'il n'est d’un état libre et #'il n’a recu une
éducation honnéte.” ‘

The existence of tests in any society or body of men,
proves. that such an -association is exclusive both in'its
wtinl abd in ita observances; and it is this attxibwte in.

which bas induced the guestion ‘to be askod:
-if the institution be so very bemefieial to society, why:
aot lay it open to the world, that all men may-se¢ the
light§ The answers to this enquiry swe so obviems, that:

* Gonist. Of Preposing Motabers, by. '
L. ? Nodup. Tex. p AL < Ol Dot gL m b
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it will be unnecessary to regeat them here, as they will
be found in many of the following discourses very ably
handled. It will be sufficient to add briefly in this place,
that if other distinguishing characteristics of the society
are worth preserving, such as order, harmony, brotherly
‘love, &c., with the other essential virtues of Masonry,
then the attribute of exclusiveness must be preserved
with them ; for, if one be sacrificed, the remainder can-
not be prevented from falling into desuetude ; and Free-
masonry would become an institution deprived of its
responsibility and bereft of its advantages; and, like all
other associations, which admitted of the encroachments
of innovation, the saerifice of ita principles would soon
produce its utter extinction as a moral and social institu- -
tion.







SERMON.I.
UNION AMbNGST_ MASONS.

PREACHED AT GRAVESEND, JYNE 24, 1793, ox THSB
OELEBRATION QP ST. JOHN THE BAPTINY.

“ 8irs, ye are brethren.”
AcTs vii., part of the 26th verse.

Tre great desire of that part of the world, who- are
mot yet initiated in the Masonic Order, is, to be acquainted
with that grand secrecy,! by which so many men of differ-
ent nations, languages, dispositions, views, stations, and
interests, are, above all other societies in the universe, so
united in one undivisible chain of friendship and brother-
hood; and, because this secret still remains perfect and
entire, within the limits of the Order, some ridicule us,
some slander us, and some are splenetic enough to sur-
mise much evil of us, and totally to condemn us.*  But,

1A similer called by the Greeks &ny zﬁdxm
French .’.w,"m une:, by-the w&?:‘ow and
sublime k from the . The griphi were a sort of enigmas,
or riddles, or conundrums, by whieh truth was veiled in allegory and
fustrated by symbols. . Thus, of & shadow, it was said : “Imverylnq:
&t my birth, amall at matarity, sud in old age.” Again, “whatis
that which is at onoe found on the in the sea, and in the heavens?
The dog. the serpent, the bear.” The names of these animals bha
hu'gmxtoemdn constellations, See more of this in
Travels of Anacharsis. (Vol. iv., p 378)

3 These censures have, at the present tinse, almost dissppesred. It is
seldom that we find any ane bold enough to aocuse Masonry of prin-:
ciples which are evil. Itscharacter has beem too well established

the public avowsl of its moral and scientifis pursuits, confirmed by

ocorrect conduet of its menbers. Freemasonry hes taken its position-
o8 & beaevolent society, end, from its uaiversal applioation and extensive
beaefits, 14;hag gained gebien opinions from-ali sorts of men. S
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believe me, all ye who are not Masons believe me, as one
who dare not speak falsely before the awful presence of
Almighty God, the Grand Architect of the beavens and
the earth; believe me, that the royal Order of Masonry,
however secret, from its most early institution to the
present moment, has nothing belonging to it, but what
18 so far from giving birth or growth to the commission
of any thing inconsistent with the strictest parts of our
holy religion, whether it respects our duty to God or
man ;® yea, so far is it from any thing of this, that every
rt of it, if duly followed, has a direct tendency to en-
orce, and to encourage, ‘the petformance of every one
of its most holy precepts: nor do I know a more promi-
nemt and d‘istinguishing' feature it possesses, than ‘that”
which our text affords us, fof description and enforoe-
ment, i. e. * Sirs, ye are brethren.”™
As Christians, as Englishmen, nay, as members of any
society, you mast know, unless you are ignorant of every
thing that is good, and amiable, and pleasant, you muyst
know the utility, the beauty, and the perfection of union,
or unity amongst men : and though any species of unity.
may possess very great mystery, you must know, at the.
same time, that no mystery can of itself be the cause of

'8 In fact it strongly enforces the daties we owe to God, our neighbour,.
i ks aiinion ; wnd b who, s Co dsbags thems Sokins prvpenty. -
ot his initintion ; w to , is
neither & Magon nor a Christiaa. peoparly .

4The aetive and intelligent P. @. M. for Dorset, Bro. Tucker, {n an’
exvellent speech &t Weymonth, 1846, thus describes Freenidsonry : « The
institation is holy in its pu ;. it brings us inte immediate fellowship
with the Diwiag Aathor 6f our being; it instructs us how ts walk ao-
ﬁhbly with -Him ; it teaches-us & pure and holy faith, by which it io”
the -just shall live; it points us to a hope fall of immertality and -
glory ; it inspires us-with & heavenly chm‘ty,sgn, disinterested, and-wn-
; it enubles us to free the soul from the dominion of pride sad™

i

prejudiee, to lobk the narrovw limits of particular institatipus,
emtotbnthmoho Godlmﬂmm;tmnm:fu * *
ﬁMW’ ing- his' thoug contemplation of the heavenly
niystery? from which we are natarally led te admire the divine perfeetion
end attributes of the Great JERovAR, his self-existenee, hia eternal god-
head, hig love and to man. From a genuipe faith, and an im-
mbeyonimmmnh,mm- to adove. - I trust I

nob ba comidered as trespassing too muach on your time, or as
trenting the in tos serious & point of view ; for the more I atmdy

;
;
§.
i
1
[
|
'
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sy msterial:defect to the mmity, but, in many instsnces,
f:turally tends to add much toite perfeetion and. excels

cy. By way.of dessription.of this assertion, let me
ask, can you describe satisfactorily te - yourselves; the
great mystery of the unity of the Tnmty, which ig so
essentially the glory of the ineomprebensible Deity ¥*
You must anawer, no! Angd will yeu, then, like many
fashionable and dangerous fanatics and philosophers of
the ‘present day, condemnn that-union because.you ‘are
ignorant of the cause, method, or manuer of its unity, or
how it prodnces that d effect t;?um the humsa mind,
which it bas for qes Surely, no! here,
then, is 4 proof that there may be grest mystery in unity
and the unity so far from being condemnable on weom;to‘tz
its wmystery, that, sure, no one dare deny but that it u
tnfinitely and eternally perfect.®

Again, observe a very great exoell af mnon ina
polltlml Bense. Perhlpn the hmtory ‘™an nowhem

‘Lutbemxddleagea th 'I’nmty in Umtwwas represented in the form
of an aged maa, to represent the Father, w acrown, seafed in, the
clouds, and holding forth a crucifix, or the Son of Man suspended from a
croms, s the sign of salvation ; vhﬂe the dove, as a symbol of the Hol
Ghost, hovers over them. In spesking of this ‘representation, Lo
Lindsay, in his obgervations pn Christian Art {vol. i, p..74), thus
*The outlines of the Saviour frequently fall within tgoee of the
probabdly to denete the unity of the Godhead. This is one of the later

ons of the Bysantine oycle; but, once introduced; it wes con-
stantly. rem:md and adopled with bat little variation’ both south and
north of the The sublimity of eonceptioh is undeniable, and I
should be loth to impute irreverence to ns for. sttempting to
render visible to the e t.he ﬁmns dimly suggested to the ear by the
mysterious imagery ; nevertheless this is a theme too
avm fer at to toueh upon, the earlier artists showed a wise humility
fram the mepresentation of the Father, sxeeps, symbolically,
%a.hndfmn heaven, m.dmmhmlly,infhepumof Imugeun(;
‘Thinthsm’;‘mymy?pth 8 Fmeua although it
Was & great m! n the pnnom nry; ou,
possible that some Pythagoreans, wishing o presest us with a seneible
?u:;fe of- the action of" God upan all nsture, have theught that he exists
ided in every place, and. that.be informs the nniverse, 43 our soul
informs the body. -In fact, it is not from some equivocal resﬁons,
ety Ao b ool “°"‘§“L“"°"”}mm"’“ ,.i

e an but by his
umaﬂ ly by that institution which he founded, of a moral fmsenm;, in

he made it one of theprmmpd dutiea of the brethren to meditats
chonmndy, .consider themeelves as being always in his presence,
ud;ommhahvombyndmhhhof Mnem,bypuyer,me&
fasion and parisy.of heart.
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affords us any information, of any period, like the pre:
sent, of. national unity in our national politics; and X
bes:&h you from whatl :::i;l“,d like thilsf union, could ws:
ossibly expeot- any to ¢ degree of sutcess again
fhe dmj'ring a.ttemp{s of foreign foes, who have :g:ned
‘their mouths against us, to swallow us up like roaring
lions; or from demestic enemies, who, like crocodiles,
bave endeavoured to ensnare us, or, like snakes,” have
eudeavoured ‘to destroy us?” Surely from nv socurce,
wmext to the interference of Divine Providence, like thip
union of sentiment, could we hope for success. Has it
. not been a8 a sword in the bodom of tire former, to wound
their growing spirit of mischieveus intentions, and has
it not beerr a deadly poison in the heart of the latter, to
«emother, at least for the present, the kindling flame of
their treasonable projects against our dearest privilegéa?
:And evep this political union js not without its mrystery.
1t.is almost an undiscaversble mystery, that s nation, so
averse to its present engagements of war and tumult,
both -frem interest and humanity of sentiment, should
almost universally unite to encourage, support, and con-
tinue the utmost exertions of that, which naturally
exhausts our wealth, draws rivers of tears from many
of our fellow-creatures’ eyes, and gives every disagrees
able sensation to all the feelings of our national and
Christian humanity. = And yet, methinks, all circdme
stances considered, all must confess, that this wmity of
sentiment, thoigh accompanied with this mystery, is
very commendable, and we, as individuals of &s great

. 7 At this period the country was torn in pleces by faction. Unquiet
spirite were ahroad in every corner ef the.land, sowing disaffection
amongst the and jnciting them to deeds of mrischief, which, if
they had not timely defeated, would have piaced this fair coun
at the mercy of & foreign invader. Andthlsmsomnchcppmben:d.’
at one time, that a specific address was made to the operatives from a
igh quarter, that their eyes might be opened to the consequences. The
writer j argues, that * there is a class of workmen who may perhaps
think evils would not affuct them. I mean journeymen car-
penters, bricklayers, magons, and all other artificers, who form a valaahle
part of the community. But this is a most lamentable mistake. Let it
only be asked, what is it that gives themt employment? The answer is,
the riches of the country. And what is the canse of those rickes? Why,
trade and comtnerce. Ask, then, what would dethe conssquence of
temo:‘intgﬂmtmdom that coinmeree to Franes? They must answer
you, natioaal bankruptcy, poverty, sod ruin. Wi, thes, will there be,
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xations) society, #dould, witheut -if, be in itnminent
s .

(18 . . .
,aa'nl‘iore is, then, great benefit in unien; and though all
are nof aﬁ?minwd with, nor are able to comprehend the
saystery of that union, ite mystery or secrecy is by ne
-saeans a sufficient resson, ner ought it to be allowed as
areason st all, why this seerecy should in any respeet
suthorize those who are ignorant. ef .the secrecy to slan-
der, defame, or condemn the unity.®

Having thas introduced my oocasiopal address, by
proving that our Craft by mo means deservés the decla-
jo that onse, to buiki. palaess, erect ppnsions' apd warehouses, and te
enlarge our cities and towns? The is—mo one. Where, then,

Ie the likelibood ‘tho,t:m the eot«iition“r oh:r mechnira v"l?l::d be bettered

an in vernment of the country? angwer is—it
iynotym bu§ impoesible; Ho?wretchedl , then, aze

men mistaken dnd inkled, 'hmw thot their condition would
be !};;tered, if the ehange should actually take place.”

" $This was written in the time of war, when a Freuch invasion of this
®untry was currently expected ; and ‘the opimions of all parties were
delivared in , which thess who have uever myt;dﬁ
but. public peace capngt poesibly estimate. Bro. Inwood wos » man ¢

t mi and benevolence of intention, and yet we shall find ocoar
ﬁ.‘n passages in these sermous, where opinious are expressed in a style
that savours strongly of political excitement. Jn fact, the whole eountry
was in & moral fever; and I am ald enoagh to remember that in the
towns where I was at echool, wheu the above sermyon was-preached,

boys met in the market-place every night, and never parted until

A ag e il b, o el i by .

s t ‘ [ : ing a cle of mysti ,
eeugphy, oabaliztio m real science, fm'!gism. and free ytla::kmg

th in religion snd politics. Robison says, that “all the refined op

in Alsace and Lorraine united, and in a convention
ons, y put thomselves under the patrouage of the Amis
o &ﬁsVﬁﬁ.eﬂﬁvMa onntinual mﬁndam, and eonsidered
. ves a8 professing one reasonic faith, sulficiently distinguishablé

that of ofher lodges. What this was we do not very di

; we can only infer it from some historical circumstances. One
of its favourite danghters, the mﬁm von dew guten Rath, ap
Munich, became g0 remarkable for di dangerous to charch and
stats, that the Elector of Bavaria, after repeated admonitions, daring a
g lotges, o Bopoasborch, Locatns cxEmsgl obemii 4 the

\ ex
state, xd oecasioned geveral cemumotions and iwmzcﬁone. Aunother,
&t Paris, gradually refined into the Jacobin Club. Apd, in 1791, the
in Alsace and Lorraine, with those-of Spire and Worms, invited

Custine into Germany, and delivered Ments into his hands.” (Proofs,

43.) These slanders bave been refuted, over apd over agsin ; and the
ky\lty and patriotism of the. Englisk nation, at this calamitous period;

is'rocorded in the histery of the sountry,, .. ... .. . Lo oo
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%ﬁﬂ“f the ‘Public, or” df .auy Fndividudl; becative ‘e
bond of our union is a mystery oz a-seeret, I shall tarh
my stientivn to-the words of my text' and-‘awddress
wmyself immediately and Jnxﬁeuhr}y to yop my betoved
dbrethren of ourreyal and sacred Order, embracing this
favourable oppertanity of admonishing you, to give yotr
mosteen s kitentiod to'all the selemn ob¥igitions of
that Order, that you may give no vecasion to the enemy
%o blaspheme; that you. miay' eadse’. ngre -who ogmip
BoLiYet you:to regret, what we justly-atyle the high
privilege’ of admission but rather, that you may give
the most incobtestible prosfs to all, both within and
awithout, that you are. net only in word and profession,
‘ put}g deed and.in truth, what you profess to be, “breths
.. First, we will eonsider in what sense all men, snd ws
in particular, as Masons; ere - bredires;”, mod afterwards
we will endesvour praatically to enforce the great duly
of this union. ; Now, though I am ¢nly.professedly
aching to sy brother Masens, you will excuse-meé,
I-endeavour to:make this mésonic meetitig, in a reli-
ious sense, as-useful as we can to all. And in doing
this we cannot very eagily escape the observation, that
Allmargbrdgm“ e e aE
* Give me leave to begin with obserring, my friends,
that you who are not Masone, lie under the samwe, gener:
®bligation o act as brethren.to us, and o each other, as
we do ta all the world, and in particwlar to each other
of our pious and 'honeurable community. For, by

. *The name of Brother ig vot an appeliation ‘peculw.r to the ]
Bociety. It is frequently used in soviptare for » man of the sam
'ouh«;p foruir relation, sud for & nelghbour. (Rom. ix. 3,1 John,
Heb, 8. 17.) There is- & regular gradation in the spplication of the
imrd-ﬁrobher;-md all mations have & similar ‘spplication of the term;
n England, people of tho eame traide or profesion call each othet
brother.An&eoto express many other ideas of similérity, we oftes
altach meanings, no less extensive, to this word, than are denoted by i
when it acours in its locsest sense in Holy Writ, - © :
. 1 The'lectures of that-day taught thet, “ by the exercise of brotherly
tanght to regard the whole hyman species as one family 3
high, ow, the rich, the' poor; created by one Almi i
sent into the world forthe support ‘and ‘protection of other:
this principle, Masoury anites men of every cquntry'and o
inpen. true f amongst thoss who'might otherwise ha

remsined at ¢ porpotual distesoa.™ - v . . Lt

1




UNION AMONGST MASONS. 89

creation, we are all the children of one common parent ;
of one blood the Great Architect of the world made all
the families of the earth. See the order of his work ;
he laid the broad foundation of the universe ;* he raised,
~ without axe or hammer, the circular walls of this terra-
queous globe ; he roofed it with yonder beautiful canopy,
and ornamented it with all those unnumbered and un-
measurable glittering orbs of shining light and lustre;
perfected it in all its beauty, and furnished it with all
1ts utility ; and, like 8 workman who needed not to be
ashamed of his performance, pronounced the wondrous
fabric good, perfect, complete. Next he built the
human frame ; furnished its interior part with immor-
tality ; pronounced his creature, man, very good; sent
him forth as the inhabitant of his new made world; bid
bim multiply; and declared him the common father of
the intendedy human race. From this stock all our race
was propagated—all we are brethren; Adam was our
federal head, and Adam was the Son of God.®

13 The same lectures thus explained the above reference: “ At the
building of the Temple, there was not heard the sound of any axe, ham-
mer, or metal tool, throughout the whole building ; for, the stones were
hewn in the quarry, and there carved, marked, and nambered ; the tim-
ber was felled in the forest of Lebanon, and there carved, marked. and
numbered also; from thence the materials were floated down to Jop
and then conveyed to Jerusalem, where all the parts were put together
in a wonderful manner. Thus was the excellency of the craft proved
beyond a doubt ; for, although they were p at 80 great a distance,
yet, when put together on Mount Moriah, each part fitted with such

fect exactness, that many eminent visitors from foreign countries

ieved it to be the work of the Great Architect of the Universe, rather
than an exertion of human ekill. This practice was in consonance with
the divine ordinances. At the erection of the tabernacle in the wilder-
ness, God commanded Moses : “ thou shalt build an altar unto the Lord
thy God ; an altar of stones; thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon
them.” (Deut. xxvii. 5.) And again, at the building of the temple, it
is said that *the house was built of stone, made ready before it was
brought thither ; so that there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any
tool of iron, heard in the house while it was in building.” (1 Kings,
vi. 7.) And the idea of the pollution of iron tools was so prevalent
amongst the Jews, that David, sienking of the desecration of the temple
by the heathen, says : “ ;‘rl‘:rea. down the carved work thereof at once
with axes and hammers. ey have cast fire into thy sanctuary; they
bave defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the
ground.” (Psalm Ixxiv. 6, 7.)

» Hence the theosophic Masons of the continent entertained an opinion
that Adam might possibly have lived for ever, and that an elixir mimt
be prepared by art by which any man could make himself immor

3
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Again, as the t provider in the course of nature,
and the riches ogrlg:ovll,denee, he daily manifests to all,
that all are brethren. 1t is for all, that his benignant sun

+ ghines, in resplendent lustre, and in unison with the
tender dews of heaven, or the cloud laden with showers,
moistens, softens, and vivifies the powers of nature ; fruc-
tifies the bowels of the earth ; clothes the meadows with
flowers, and grass, and herbage ; shoots from the hardened
branch and body of the tree, the tender blossom, and
ripens the luscious fruits; dresses the gay parterre with
alY its gaudy colours, and its rich perfumes; furnishes
the ten thousand hills with cattle; fills the meadows
with the lowing kine, and the bleating flocks; furnishes
the ocean with her scaly tribe, and the air with her
feathered fowl ; and in ten thousand thousand instances,
proves from his %:aneral, his liberal, his benevolent pro-
vision, that he the common father is of all, and we
are brethren.

And thus they argued : “ Adam’s food was holy, paradisaical, angelic,
eternal, needing no evacuation ; eaten only in the mouth, not tartarous.
Thus Paracelsus thought to attain a method, by feeding on that whereof
the stars subsist, to extend his thread of life to whatever le he
rleued. This, therefore, is the true elixir, if duly and natursally col-
ected, epitomising the universe, tincturing the vital, natural, and
animal spirits, whereby the astral and elementary man may be
fortified, the natural balsam radically restored, dregs obstructing
ﬁ%k interiors of the powers segambed, highly conducing to health.
the long lives before the flood, as well as many since, seems
to be”refe to their happy knowledge of this almost paradisaical

secret.

1 Bishop Beveridge, when treating on the Name of God, has some
similar obeervations. He says :—“ When God speaks of himself and his
own eternal essence, he saith :—I ax TRAT I AM;—s0 when he speaks of
himself with reference to his creatures, and especially to his lgeople, he
saith -—I ax. He doth not say: I am their Light, their Life, their
Guide, their Strength, or Tower; but only, I Am. He sets as it were
his hand to a blank, that his people may write under itwlmtthe{ glease
that is good for them. As if he should say—are they weak am
Strength. Are they poor? Iam Riches. Are they in trouble? Iam
Comfort. Are the{ sick? T am Health. Are they dying? I am Life.
Have they nothing? I am-All Things. I am Wisdom and Power; I am
Justice and Mercy; I am Grace and Goodness; I am Glory, Beauty,
Mm%s‘uporeuﬂmncy, Perfection, Allsufficiency, Eternity, Jehovah,
I am. tsoever is suitable to their nature, or convenient for them in
their several conditions, that I am; whatsoever is amiable in itself, or
desirable unto them, that I am ; whatsoever is pure and holy, whatsoever
is great or pleasant, whatsoever is good or needful to make men happy,
that I Am. 8o that, in short, God here represents himeelf to us s an
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Lastly, and not the least instance, does he prove our
universal brotherhood, in the unfathomable, unlimited,
and unbounded price he gaid in the blood of Jesus, for
the purchase of the world ; here none are exempted in
this mighty ransom ; he who tasted death for every man,
when expiring upon the cross, sealed with his blood the
universal bond, and in bhis wide-stretched arms of uni-
versal love, embraced a 3ying world, bid all to live, and
bid them live as brethren.

My friends, as men in the world, ye are all brethren ;
see, then, a8 ye return through the world, to your heaven-
ly Father, that ye fall not out by the way.

To you, my brethren, who have attached yourselves to
each other, in the grand and royal Order of Masonry,
besides these various bonds of union with which all men
are united as brethren, I address myself in reminding you
of the solemn obligations and engagements with which
we have entered into the union of brotherhood, before
God and our brethren: engagements than which nothing
can be more binding; nothing can be more sacred;
nothing can be more pious.® Recollect and feel, sirs,
with all its first intended force, that if it is possible, in
bonds stricter than the bonds of all men “ye are breth-
ren.”” Brethren by bonds never to be broken, but with
the highest, deepest, broadest breach of all moral honesty,
civil integrity, and religious sincerity ; bonds in which
ye were not born; bonds into which ye were neither
entrapped, enticed, nor compelled to enter; bonds into
whicllx) ye entered by your own free will and consent;

universal good, and leaves us to make the application of it to ourselves,
according to our several wants, capacities, aud desires, by saying only in

general, I am.

% By this sacrifice, all mankind are virtually Christians; 4. e., placed
in a capability of salvation, by embracing the conditions prescribed in
the gospel ; and it is predicted by the Jewish prophets, that, at some
fature period, when the designs of the Almighty are about to be
completed, every inhabitant of the earth shall be converted to this
versal r:\'iﬁion; and then, haman passions will be at rest, wars will cease,
swords will be beaten into ploughshares, the leopard will lie down with
the kid, the wolf with the lamb ; and then, when the great sectarian dis-
tinctions of Jew and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, shall be extinguished,
the leading principles of divine Masonry will prevail throughout all ani-
mated matter.

18 And hence the old lectures said : “ we are all equal by our creation,
but much more so by the strength of our obligation.”
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bonds from which ye might, even to the lasi moment
before ye entered, have easily escaped.” If, therefore,
for I must be faithful, or I forfeit the name of brother;
if therefore, as Masons, ye are not brethren, as men, ye
are worse than the worst of men.

We proceed now sra.ct{cally to enforce this great duty
of brotherhood; and in this, though I hope my brother
Masons will feel themselves peculiarly interested, I think
the rest of the congregation have no right to seclude
themselves ; and thus, our discourse, though delivered
npofnlthis particular occasion, may become generally
useful.

Now, by way of plan for what is hereafter to be ad-
vanced, I believe it will be generally agreed to, that in
the order of brotherhood, their interest, their reputation,
their felicity, should be one.

First, their interest should be one; in the first publi-
cation of the gospel, it was an order in the primitive
church, that the Eossessions of all should be put into
one common stock, and all should have free access; and
according to their necessity, every one should partake.
But such is the change of times, manners, and circum-
stances, that a common stock of this sort would, it is to
be feared, be only a common stock of general abuse ;
when we say, therefore, that the interest of brotherly

v Every admission must be voluntary on the part of the candidate, for
he {s obliged to make a declaration when proposed by a friend for initia-
tjon, that * unbinssed by the improper solicitation of friends, and unin-
flnenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, he freely and volun-
tarily offers himself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry ; and that
he hﬂ prompted thereto by a favourable opinion conceived of the instita-
tion, and a desire of knowledge.” In like manner, candidates in the
Grecian games were obliged to be introduced by some person of esta-
blished reputation, who should vouch for each beiig a free agent and an
honourable man.

™ Thus St. Paul says to the Galatians: “ you are all one by faith in
Ohrist Jesus. There is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor
fomale.” All distinctions thus done away, except those which might
arise ﬁ-ompigtfy and virtue, the most blessed effects were produced in the -
first society of Christians. It was, indeed, a highly distinguished frater-
nity—benevolence and charity abounded—the earth became the image
of heaven—the plaintive tone of indigence was never heard, for mataal
fove and mutual ts cemented them together in an indissoluble chain
of sincere affection, which the pagans attribnted to some secret spell or
clarm which had the power of inspiring violent and irresistible attach-
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union should be one, we mean not to advise the esta-
blishing & common stock for the free access of all. No!
this would, I fear, scarcely in the present day, answer its
intended purpose in any union whatever; for the exa-
mination necessary to the entrance of a member into any
union or society, is so relaxed, that there is scarce any
order into which almost the worst characters may not,
léy one means or other, gain admittance.® View the

ouse of Lords, the House of Commons, the Court of
judicature, the Church of Christ, the army, the navy,
and amongst the rest, the Order of Masoury, and none of
these communities, I fear, are without their Judases.
Consequently, when we say the interest of any commu-
nity, or brotherhood, should be one, we only mean to
say, that after due trial of the worthiness of the mem-
bers of that community, or brotherhood, to which we are
united, our attempts for the interest of the worthy
members, should there be very preferably, yea, even
scrupulously, placed, or we forfeit the observance of one
of the most material credentials and bonds of union : we
give that to a stranger which is due to a brather; we
make a cruel breach in the bonds of brotherly union;
we give our brother a pain; the world & subject for
reproach; and ourselves a sting of conscience. Our
interest, therefore, with these seasonable limitations,
should be one.

1 There are some excellent obeervations on this point in Moore's Mar
sonic Magszine, U. 8. (vol. iv. p. 133), which are worth quoting. The
writer says, spea.kilzgeot masonic impostors, that “there are circum-
stances existing at present day, of which we cannot here par-
ticularly, but by which the fraternity and the lodges throughout the
world are exposed to the impositions of the most un&)nnc:p_ ; against
which all the fortifications by which our brethren in Connecticut seem to
think themselves surrounded, are but as spider webs. In 1827, the Grand

of New York found it to ordain, that no stranger, hail-
ing from any I in that state, should be examined by another ]
without a Grand certificate ; and that law has never been repeal
But, what was necessary for the protection of the lodges of New York,
at that time, has become doubly so eince, by circumstances which have
gince occurred, which can in no way beg-uarZed against, butil;yreqm
Grand Lodge certificates. And we are quite certain that if the
bearted Mason in the world were to present himself to any lodge in Con~
necticut, without a Grand Lodge certificate, he would be rejected as an
impostor ; and without such a gohgument we wopld t‘:t v;i:ilse an %e;l-
can Mason to go to any part of Europe, intending odges,
would be rejected without ceremony. '
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Secondly, the reputation in brotherly union, should
be one. This is, if anything, a more particular, a more -
extensive, and a more binding duty than the other: in
the former instance a man may have many hindrances to
the performance of his duty, in its strictest sense; he
may have peculiar reasons for avoiding those kinds of
connections which shall aid a brother’s interest ; he may
belong to more peculiar societies than one, and his
interest must in duty be divided ; it may be very ill-con-
venient, and very much to his own or amily’s isadvan-
tage, which, in many circumstances, may fairly stand in
his justification, for not performing that apparent duty,
of making the interest of brotherly union one, without
some restriction. But such is the nature and obligation
in the latter, :. e. that the reputation of a brother, in
brotherly union, should be one, that a breach of it will
scarce find an excuse.®

To defame our brother, or suffer him to be defamed,
without interesting ourselves for the preservation of his
name and character, there is scarce the shadow of an
excuse to be formed. Defamation is always wicked.
Slander and evil speaking are the pests of civil society ;®
are the disgrace of every degree of religious profession ;
are the poisonous bane of all brotherly love. Defamation
is never absolutely, or indeed at all necessary ; for sup-

your brother has faults, are you obliged, because

you speak of him, to discover them ? has he no good
ualities? sure all have some good ones; make them,
then, though ever so few, the sull?ect of your conversa-
tion, if ye must talk of him ; and if he has no good quali-

©Tn fact, when a person becomes an acknowledged member of any
society, his own reputation is so far identified with it, that it
becnmes a matter of self-preservation to defend the character of a fellow-
member, should it be attacked, because any thing which is calculated to
aﬁeﬂt:t the credit of the society, will extend to every individual connected
with it.

2 And hence Paley says : “speaking is acting, both in philosophical
strictness, and as to ayll myosm.l plm ; for, if the mischie? and zoﬁve
of our conduct be the same, the means which we use make no difference.
And this is in effect what our Saviour declares, (Matt. xii. 37). By thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned ;
—by thy words—as well, that is, as by thy actions: the one shall be
taken into the account as well as the other, for theyboth possess the
same property of voluntarily producing good or evil.”
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ties, speak not at all of him.2 Ifywoamathmurhah,
do not add to his disgrace. Defamation will always make
yourself unhappy, and often retort upon your own head.
Sirs, ye are brethren—value, then, the reputation of your
brother as you would your own ; his disgrace, especially
in the relation of it, will always be a part of your own;
and if he deserves not your love and complacency, at
least he has a demand upon your pity and commiseration.
S not evil, brethren, one of another ; he who speak-
eth evil of his brother judgeth his brother, and judgment
i8 not the prerogative of man.®

Again, lastly, in brotherly union their felicity should
be one. A proper attention to this duty of brotherly
love, will cal{) forth all the activity of every brother in
his own peculiar station, circumstances, and abilities,
whether he is old or young, high or low, rich or poor.
As all the members fitly joined, form one complete body
in the animal world ; as all the members fitly ljoined in
civil society form one body in the political world ; as all
the members fitly joined, form one body in the religious

# This wise direction is strictly conformable with the lectures then in
use ; where we find this w: “You are not to defame a brother
yourself, nor suffer him to be defamed by others, if it be in your power
to prevent it. You must always speak as well of him in his abeence as
in his presence ; and when that cannot be done with propriety, if his
conduct be totally indefensible, you are to adopt the distingnishing virtuae
of our science, which is silence ox-secrecBel is is an art of the greatest
value, and peculiarly aﬁeesble to the Deity, who sets us the example,

concealing from mankind the mysteries of his providence. The wisest
of men cannot penetrate into the arcana of heaven, nor can they divine
to-day what to-morrow will bring forth.”

s ;ndmfo principle, this mth nes geommendat}o:h of forbem'amtoh ce,
lenity, iveness, mixes wi writings of the ic
Ther{, are o:gl quotations in the Fathers, of texts which r:ﬂ):e to thlg

ints, than of any other. The sayings of Jesus Christ had struck them.
F:)]ya.rp, the disciple of St. John, exhorts his readers not to render evil
for evil, railing for railing, striking for striking, or cursing for om-sige
Again, speaking of some whose viour had given great offence ; «:
ye moderate,” says he, “ on this occasion, and look not upon such as ene-
mies, but call them back as suffering and erriniamembers, that ye save
your whole body.” tius, the champion of Polycarp, says :  be ye
mild at their anger, humble at their boastings, to their
return your prayers, to their error your firmnees in the faith ; when they
are cruel, be ye gentle ; not endeavouring to imitate their ways, let us be
their brethren in all kindness and moderation ; but let us be followers of
the Lord ; for who was ever more unjustly used, more destitute, or more

despised ?”
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world, Christ the head, and Christians the members ; so
all the members of any society fitly joined, can only form
that brotherly union quite complete.* The rich add to
the sustenance of the poor ; the poor add to the comforts
of the rich; the cheerful banish the glooms from the
melancholy ; the gloomy are a seasonable check to the
levity of the wanton ; the tears of misery sometimes melt
the stony heart, and make it sensible of sublime and
heavenly pity; and the smiling commiseration of the
benevolent wipes away the tears of sorrow from the dis-
tressed.® And as often, I may say, as misery is lightened
by receiving relief, so often is happiness in the good and
charitable so increased, by giving relief, that with minds
thus inclined and engaged, and with hands thus employ-
ed, lift their possessors to those third heavens, where
Paul went and beard words unutterable; where Paul
went and felt sensations indescribable.

My brethren, the profession of adding to the felicity of
others, is one of the grand and most prominent features
of Masonry ; suffer me here, then, particularly to advise,
that you fail not in the performance of that very peculiar

t of your profession, over which the world around you
eeps a nice, a scrutinizing eye.® Let diligence, tem-

Tt is thought by some of our brethren to be highly probable that
Masonry might be introduced into Scotland about the same time as
Christisnity, although there are no positive proofs of the fact; and the
presumption is rather unfavourable to the theory ; for the early churches
were not of stone, but mere temgoury buildings of timber or wicker-'
work. If there were any stone buildings at that period, they were ex-
tremely rude, and displayed very little knowledge of the craft. It is
therefore probable that scientific or Free Masonry cannot be dated much
enrlier than the year 1126 ; for there is not a shadow of proof that the
Culdees, to whom some attribute the introduction of Freemasonry into
Scotland, had any knowl of the art.

®In Masonry the symbol of benevolence is the colour blue, which is
thus explained in one of our lectures. * This colour is not only beautifal,
bat also inrrishsble ; and was therefore adopted and worn by our
ancient brethren of the symbolical degrees. It is the peculiar
fstic of an institation which has stood the test of ages, and which is as
mach distinguished by the durability of its materials or principles, as by
the beauty of its superstructure. It is an emblem of universal friendship
and benevolence; and instructs us that in the mind of a Mason those
virtues should be as expansive as the cerulean arch of heaven itself.”

M« A good and benevolent life,” says Dean Kirwan,  is the sum and
substance of religion, and the only right preparation we can make for a
happy entrance into that blessed region where sin and sorrow, strife and
discord, sball never enter. And.much more useful and gloricus would I
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gennee, and sobriety be the dprevailing habits of your
omestic life ; that idleness and extravagancy may never,
in any instance, cause your families to lament your want
of conjugal and parental affection. He that careth not
for his own, and esi)lecially they of his own household,
cannot be a Mason ; he is worse than an infidel.

Let strict morality, bumble piety, and warm devotion,
be the Yrevailing traits of your religious profession ; that
immorality, impiety, or carelessness and lukewarmness
in devotion, may not cause the Church to lament that
Masonry, united to Christianity, has lessened rather than
increased the latter.

Are you rich? never let a Mason be accused of covet-
ousness : are you poor ? never let it be said a Mason was
discontented : but be your circumstances what they may,
always remember it 18 your duty, at least to endeavour,
to increase the felicity of others. Masons, in particular,
as the elect of God, should put on bowels of compassion ; your
addition of wisdom, both scientific and divine, which you
receive in {our lectures, should make you apt to teach.
The humble condition, both of property and dress, of
Enury and want, in which you were received into the

dge,” should make you, at all times, sensible of the
distresses of poverty, and all you can spare from the call
of nature, and the due care of your families, should only
remain in your possessions, as & ready sacrifice to the
necessities of an unfortunate, a distressed brother. Let
the distressed cottage feel the warmth of your masonic
zeal ; and, if possible, exceed even the unabating ardor
of Christian charity.® At your approach, let the orphan

deen it to utter even one clumsy sentence in support of that vital object,
than be the author of all the musty folios the groaning shelves of E::l:mio
divinity ever bore. A new command I give unto you, that you love one

9 This is an admirable recommendation; and it refers to a ceremony
of such extreme delicacy and beauty, that it can never be forgotten, even
the most unobeervant ; sud if attended to, as its importance demands,
produce the most beneficial results. .
® And the charity of the first Christians was fervent and operative
beyond all former example. An adversary gives the following descri
tion of it. “Itisi ible what ex: iuontheyusewhenmy_oftbeg
friends are known to be in trouble. s word, they spare no upon
such an occasion ; for these miserable men have no doubt they shall be
immortal and live for ever ; therefore they contemn death, and surrender
themgelves to suffarings. Mareover, their first lawgiver hos taught them
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cease to weep ; and in the sound of your voice, let the
widow forget her sorrow. Let your amiable presence
at home be the constant felicity of your family. Let
the sincerity of your piety and devotion be a somg of
praise in the church. Let the integrity and affability
of your conduct in the world, be the subjeet of con-
versation to all those with whom you travel through
life ; and charity and benevolence the armorial bearings
of your masonic honors.
irs, ye are brethern, and as such your interest, as near
as possible, should be one; your reputation, without
restriction, should be one ; your felicity, without ceasing
or restraint, should also be one.
A word or two by way of address, and I conclude. Do
ou who are not Masons, ask the secret of Masonry ¥
Bo you ask an honest man then to break his word? this
you cannot desire; however, this I assure you, without
any unwarrantable discovery, that brotherly love, orna-
mented with the immovable and also invaluable jewels
of every other social and religious duty, which naturally
spring from Faith, Hope, and Charity, are the very im-
portant and material branches of our Royal Craft ;* and

that they are all brethren, when once they have turned and renounced
the gods of the Greeks, and worship this Master of theirs who was cruci-
fied, and engage to live according to his laws. They have also a sove-
reign contempt for all the things of this world, and look upon them as
common.” (Lacian de morte . tome i. p. 565.)

® «] do not complain of people for seeking to_learn even the most
trifling particulars of my domestic economy; but.I wish to know what
they mean to do with them when obtained. Of what use are the scraps
of information they collect with so much trouble? Have they displayed
in the pursuit anything more than the unreflecting ingenuity of the ape?
Are they agnble of turning their acquisitions to any wiser or more use-
ful account? But the parallel is closer still ; for, in nine case out of ten,
the proceedings of the two animals, higher and lower, tend to mischief.
The same w of character which leads people to waste their minds
in such paltry inquisitiveness, prevents them from keeping to themselves
what they may have gained. ey are afflicted with an incontinence of
knowledge, and to such an extent, that its acquisition would give little
pleasure but for the prospect of retailing it. Hence, ip, scandal,
slander, are the usual attendants upon idle curiosity ; an imbecility
becomes formidable, which would otherwise be only pitied or despised.”
(Chambers’ Journal, 1847, p. 33.)

® And are symbolized ina.lodg‘e}(l))xthe three-efaved ladder ; becanse
Masonry is founded upon faith in God, hope of immortality, and charity
to all mankind. But of these charity iz the greatest; for faith ends in
sight, hope terminates in fruition, but charity extends beyond the grave.
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all our secrets have in themselves no worse tendency.
Built on and drawn from revelation as it is, it must be
of divine original ; adorned by the beneficent actions, and
amiable virtues of thousands of the first in rank, fortune,
knowledge, and moral excellence ; of every language, of
every clime, and of every age ; it must possess an inherent
worth. As for its effects, we may truly say, it has often
been effectual to save life and property;" it has often
relieved distress; it constantly teaches the ignorant; it
daily wipes rivers of tears from the eye of distress; it has
often reconciled the most jarring interests; it has often
converted the bitterest foes into the dearest friends.
With these recommendations, and believe me, these are
natural tendencies, it is a secret worthy the knowledge
and acquaintance of every one. '

To you, my dear brethren, I advise, pursue the valu-
able lecture with constancy, firmness, and alacrity ; each
moving on in the Square of lovely truth, within the
Compass point of integrfty,® and by the rule of God’s
word, the grand descriptive part of Masonry; and,
according to your various stations, in all the rules of

metry, order, and proportion ; that when your earthly
lodge shall be dissolved, your Jewels may be safe, and
you admitted into that more glorious lodge, where saints
and angels shall be your brethren, and the Supreme
Architect of the Universe your unspeakably great and
indescribably Grand Master; which glorious end of our

It is by the practice of these virtues that the Mason expects to find ac-
cess to Him who is the subject of faith, the object of hope, and the eter-
nal fountain of charity.

8 Numerous instances may be found in the * Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review,” and in the second volume of this series, Lecture ii., which illus-
trate the great masonic precept—* Be ye kind and charitable to all man-
kind, bat more particularly to a brother Mason.”

® This compass point 18 a profound mystery. If mfy one wishes to
moralize upon that point, whicg is the commencement of a line, he may
do 80 either as a geometrician or a philosopher. The Abbe Pluche says
— if he speaks of it as & geometrician, or as a husbandman who wishes
to find out the measure of his land, he will conceive the point to be the
beginning or end of measurable space ; and what he says of it is judicious,
because he now keepe within the limits of his vocation and knowledge.
But if he attempts to give a philosophical definition of the compass
point, he no longer knows what he says of it ; he knows not wha._t & point
18 in nature. the definitions of it lead him often to absurdities, and
always to something incomprehensible. A. point—a single point—is
enough to put all the schools in the world in a combustion.”



] SBRMON I.

labours, and as an eternal refreshment to our immortal
spirits, may we all enjoy, through the merits of Jesus
hrist our Lord ; to whom with the Father, and the eter-
nal Spirit of all grace and truth, be ascribed, as is most
due, eternal and everlasting praises. Amen and Amen.

PRAYER.

Eternal and Everlasting God, who, of one blood, hast
formed all the nations upon earth, who hast richly poured
down upon all the benevolent riches of thy providential
mercies ; who, in the glorious ¥erson of thy beloved Son,
hast paid a rich unfailing price for all the world ; to Thee,
eternal God of love, we pray that thou wouldst give us
of that uniting Spirit, by which all thy perfections are
magnified, and all thy creatures are eternally benefited ;
that we in Thee, and thy eternal Son of love, our ever-
lasting Redeemer, may become one united brotherhood
of everlastiug truth and fidelity. Give us an united
heart of brotherly affection towards the world in general,
and each other in particular. May we be always unitedly
engaged in the furtherance of each other’s spiritual and
eternal interest, in the establishment of each other's
reputation, and in the increase of each other's present
and future felicity.

With all the wisdom which thou shalt give us, for it
is thou alone who givest all we enjoy, give us the diligence
of exertion to diffuse it amongst those minds that are
still, than ourselves, more unlearned ; and may we all,
from the wisest to the most ignorant, excel in that wis-
dom which cometh from above, which is pure, simple,
_ without partiality, full of good works. Yes! Lord! give
us that wisdom which is above all wisdom, ke kn
of Thee the true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

With all the riches which thou shalt give any of us to

, give us, we also pray Thee, the true estimation
of those riches; give us to know that they come from
Thee to us, to be dispensed abroad to others ; that those
whom thou hast blessed with riches, thou hast also ap-
pointed only as the stewards of thy treasures ; to dispose
of them to others of thy needy creatures. And may our
ears, our hearts, our hands, be open to feed the hupgry,
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to clothe the naked, to give medicine to the sick, and
comfort to the distressed. ° :

Impress thy sacred Word upon every heart, that above
and before all things, we may all possess that true riches,
which in value is superior to the most inestimable jewel,
even the riches of thy eternal and everlasting favour;
which, when all the worldly riches shall take to them-
selves wings and flee away, may give us an eternal in-
heritance amongst them that are justified. And that
when we have done with all the tritling concerns of this
frail perishable state, when the transitory business of this
short day of human existence shall have passed its fleet~
ing course, and the Great Architect of the Universe shall
command us to close the lodge of human labour, may we
all be admitted into that great and general assembly of
the true and faithful, where Faith shall be truly realized,
Hope universally confirmed, and Love shall be the grand,
the prevailing passion of every assembled bosom.

To this great end, the salvation of our immortal souls,
bless, we pray Thee, heavenly Father, all the dispensa-
tions of thy providence, whether prosperous or afflictive;
bless all the social meetings of all the socities in the
world, and above all, the ¥resent opportunity of this
momentary adoration at the footstool of thine all-gracious
throne. May the feeble efforts of thine unworthy ser-
vant be blessed to every heart, and thy name be everlast-
ingly the glory of every masonic meeting, through Jesus
Christ the mediator for all. Amen and Amen.



SERMON II.
THE MASONIC OBLIGATIONS.

PREACHED AT WEST MALLING, MAY 19, 1794, Ay THR
ANNIVERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE FOR THE
COUNTY OF KENT.

« Love the Brotherhood: Fear God: Honour the King.”
1 PereR ii, part of the 17th verse.

MeTHINES, when I look round upon this audience,
though so respectable both in number and appearance, I
cannot but fancy, that I see a variety of very different
kinds of hearers. There are, methinks, first the brother-
hood; who, professing our Royal Order, which I shall
not scruple to style a very amiable sister of religion, are
come, I hope, more with a pious wish to hear the humane
and moral principles of their profession enforced, than
with auy curiosity of hearing a novel preacher. They,
however, will find, whatever they before expected, that,
by the choice of my text, they are to be treated, more
with very plain dealing, and salu exhortation, than
with novelty of sentiment, or refined composition.!

Others there are, who, perhaps, because they are not
acquainted with the secret of our Order, may be a little

1 On such occasions as the above, the uninitiated part of the co
gation attend under the expectation that they may be enligh on
some points where doubts have previously existed in their minds. And
it is seldom that they retire with their wishes sltoq;&er ungratified.
Baut still they will loge the essence of the discourse. delicate allu-
gions to Freemasonry cannot have heen rightly understood or duly
preciated. These sermous are chiefly remarkable for the ingenuity wi
which masonic truths have been introduced, 8o as to make it impossible
for an uninitiated person to detect the passages where they are embodied.
They contain a tissue of moral aphorisms extracted from the lectures of
Masonry, and interwoven with such art as to be invalusble to the curious
and assiduous brother.
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ﬁrepared for evil surmise, for ridicule, and for slander.

ow I do not positively condemn any one upon this f§)oini;;
I only say, from that too general experience of finding
many in the world ready to despise, merely because they
do not understand, that, perhaps, in so numerous a con-
gregation, there may be some such. If thexe are, then,
any such here, I hope, at least for their own sakes, that
they will feel themselves totally mistaken in their ideas
of us, when I tell them, from this sacred place—where I
should, without diffidence, think it is impossible for the
most daring to dare to tell a falsehood—that, had I
searched all the records of Holy Writ, together with all
the records of Masonry, from the beginning of the works
of that Great Architect, who built the universe, to
the present day, I could not have fixed upon three
admonitions to enforce, more congenial, both to the
spirit and practice of Masonry, than those, of which our
text is composed ; therefore, we deny the merit of evil
surmise, of slander, and of ridicule.?

* And these are the weapons which are usually brought to bear against
us by those who are willing to condemn what they do not understand.
Hear what the vain-glorious Major Allyn says of the institution: “The
origin of the institution is easily traced to the rude ages of the world;
to a body of mechanics, or corporation of operative workmen, who
formed signs and remt‘i.ons, the more easily to carry on their work,
and to protect their . The very obligations solemnly tendered to
every member, carry the strongest internal evidence of the semi-barbarity
that prevailed at the time of the institution of the Order. In the course
of time, as society increased, and knowledge became more general, it
spread, and, embracing in its grasp other objects than at first, it enrolled
in its ranks men of the first respectability in wealth, talents, and worth.
But that there is anything intrinsically valuable in the smsymbols, or
words of Masonry, no man of sense will contend. That 18 a hidden
sscret which operates as a talismanic charm on its possessors, every man
of intelligence—Mason or no Mason—must candidly acknowledge. It is
worse than idleness for the defenders of the Order at the present day, to
entrench themselves behind their outward show—the semblance before
the world—and to say they are in ion of superior knowledge.
We,” (the adversaries of Masonry) Major goes on to say, “ pretend
not to act under a cover. We shall tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. Masonry, it is true, has long been enlogized in
songs ; it has formed the burden of the poet’s theme, and been the subject
of the orator's performances. Fancy has been almost in
bringing out new flowers to deck the fairy queen ; but, when we come
behind the scenes, what is the picture we behold? Are we to rest satis-
fled with the spse dizit of others, or examine the truth for ourselves?”
(Ritual, p. ix.) Ianswer,examine,;)yall means ; and the result of all
examination will be that magna est Veritas et prevalebit.
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A third class of hearers, which we expect to find upon
these occasions, are the curious and the inquisitive. They
have heard of the secrecy of Masonry; and though the
secret has, through all ages, remained undiscovered, yet
still, a hope remains, that something may, at this time,
be advanced, leading to a discovery. My curious friends,
{ou are disappointed; and, I assure you, you are still
ikely to be disappointed. For, my friends, if we are
Masons, as we protess ourselves, our conduct is guided
by holy and divine admonition; and we are neither
slanderers, tale-bearers, nor, in any instance, and especi-
ally in that which respects our own Order, can we pos-
aib{y be, revealers of secrets. You must, therefore, my
friends, at least on my part, remain contented with that

rtion of knowledge you already possess, concernin
us and our Order, till you acquire it by those lawfu
means which are established in the Royal Order, and
sent down to us from Hiram, from Solomon,® and from
all those Royal Ancients, and virtuous characters, at
this time too numerous to mention, with which this
same communion has, in all ages, been ornamented.

Thus far, however, as a man, a Mason, and a Christian
minjster, I am commissioned to reveal, and always read
to assert, that in all the depths of that secrecy by whic
we, in full, or in local union, distinguish ourselves from
the rest of the world, there is so far from being any
thing inconsistent to the sentiments and practice of
our text, that, as a peculiar family or people, the love o
the brotherhood, as candidates for eternity, the fear of
God, and, as citizens of an earthly kingdom and nation,
the houor of the king, are three of our brightest jewels;
three q“lour rwl:leat ornaments; three of our first and most
universally prevailing principles.

That %h%ry wet:f not aﬁlalsmelites, who called them-

8 «The old constitutions aver,” says Anderson, “that some short time
before the consecration of the Temple, King Hiram came from Tyre to
take a view of that mighty edifice, and to ingpect the different parts
thereof, in which he was accompanied by King Solomon and the Depaty
Grand Master Hiram Abiff; and after his view thereof decl the
Temple to be the utmost stretch of human art. Solomon here ?in
renewed the league with Hiram, and made him a present of the Holy
Law translated into the Syriac tongue, which, it is said, is still extant
among the Maronites and other Eastern Christians, under the name of the
old Syriac version.”
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selves of Israel, was an apostolical reproof to some
wicked Jews; that they are not all Christians who bear
the name of Christ, is, I believe all will confess, a daily
cause for Christian lamentation. Is it any wonder, then,
my friends, or is it any true stigma upon Masonry, that

ou may sometimes have known some Masons, who,
ike Jews and Christians, abusing a good profession,
neither love the brotherhood, fear God, nor honour the
king? Methinks there cannot be a mind in this congre-

ation, either ignorant or illiberal enough to give, at
east immediately, and without some reflection, an
affirmative decision, upon this question! And, if yon
do consider before you answer, I am sure you must have
the liberality to confess, that the ill conduct of one, of
ten, or of an hundred individuals, can be no true cause
of stigma, upon any profession or community. For
instance, shall the professiorr of physic be discarded and
despised, because an ignorant or careless practitioner
poisons instead of cures his patients? Shall that ex-
cellent code of laws of our constitution be condemned,
wholly condemned as unconstitutional, because there
are rapacious barristers, and pettg'-fogging attorneys ?
Again, shall the church be styled a brothel, and a nursery
of covetousness and idleness, because there are some
clergymen who are unholy, unclerical, covetous, and
‘lascivious? Shall the gospel, in all its spirit of holiness,
be styled a deception and priestcraft, because many of
its members are hypocrites, enthusiasts and deceivers?
Surely, no! Surely you all have a better judgment.
And shall, then, Masonry be condemned, despised, and

‘Itisa t that it should be so; and if more circumspection
were naedg;:.thlftyadmimion of candidates the evil would be avoided.
Dalcho has an excellent practical observation on the snbject, which can-
not be too frequently impressed on the Fraternity. He says: “the
character of an applicant 18 to be held sacred by the Craft, and even
should he be d unfit for admittance, the knowledge of his unfitness
is to be hid from all but Masons. You are to make a sorapulous investi-
gation into his character, and to reject him without hesitation if found
unwortby. This is a solemn duty we owe to the Craft; but it is also &
duty we owe to the applicant, to let the knowledge of it rest with our-
selves. Nothing can justify your injuring him in the opinion of the
world, or in holding him up to society as & mark for mixcion to rest
m&. There are many traits in & man’s character which may render

wafit for our society, which do not detract from his conduct as &
good citisen.
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ridiculed, because some, professing themselves Masons,
have practised a conduct unworthy their high calling and
profession  Surely, no! Rather let the Order remain
as it ought to remain, unimpeached, and every defective
member, either high or low, either rich or poor, as of
every other profession, order, and community, take much
shame to himself, as being, by his ill conduct, guilty of a
threefold evil, i. e., that of disgracing himself, bringing
dishonour upon the profession or community of whic
he is so unworthy a member, and of hindering its profit-
able progress in the world® And you, brethren, with-
out imagining that I suspect you to be other than, as
brothers, I would-wish you, or as Masonry, properly
studied and practised, must undoubtedly make you,
suffer the word of exhortation which is contained in our
text, and which is so congenial to the spirit and practice
of our excellent Order.’

I begin with the first admonition : *love the brotherhood.”
And here truly I may say to you, as Moses said to the

$The laws of Masonry are rather stringent on this point ; and provide
that no person shall be admitted without a regular proposition in open
Lodge, at least one month before his initiation, that every brother may
bave an opportunity of enquiring into his character, to determine whether
he be a proper person to be admitted into the society. .And if this
provision were strictly adhered to, we should have less occasion to com-
plain of the misconduct of some of our members.

¢ 1t is a distinct law of Masonry that if the brethren holding & war-
rant for a lodge render themselves unworthy of longer possessing it, the
Grand Master may, after the Grand Lodge shall have decided on that
fact, transfer such warrant to other brethren, whom he may think deserv-

, with 8 new number, at the bottom of the lodges then on record.

“It is & remark,” says the suthor of “Stray Leaves,” (p. 152)
“frequently hazarded about Masonry, sometimes in a friendly and at
others in a hostile spirit, that the body, as a body, effects nothing ; that
ite influence is unfelt—unseen ; that in a social, civil, and commercial
sense, it is & nonentity. Is the accusation true or false? Of the nume-
rical strength of the society of Freemasons in this country they only can
form a just ides who have access to its records. In fact, the tranquilli
of the , the regularity of all its movements, the ease and qui
with which it is ted, veil from the many its hidden stre; Bat
may not inaction be carried too far? May not quiescence pass into

ce? And the accusation of being o slothfal servaut, ¢ who
buried his talent in a napkin,’ appl{ collectively as well as singly?—
to Bodies and Associations, as well as to distinct and isolated indivi-
duals?” I think they may. And it is owing to the prevalence of this

that the “ Freemasons’ Quarterly Review” has contributed eo
much to the p ity of the Order, and beoome the acknowledged
organ of the in every quarter of the globe.
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discordant Israelites in Egypt,  Sirs, ye are brethren,”
brethren in the most extensive sense of the word. All
men, it is true, we may say, are brethren by creation; as
he who made the world, of one blood made he all the
nations upon the earth. All men also are brethren by
redemption; he who is the author of nature and the great
restorer of fallen nature, tasted death for every man, and will
in his own times and seasons bring back all things to him-
self; for as the poet says, all things were made for him,
and nothing can be lost. So far all are brethren. But ye
have still farther obligations. Obligations voluntarily
entered into, when your minds were at full maturity to
consider; when they had full liberty to have refused: yes,
Ke may be said, with a full maturit{of understanding, to

ave given yourselves wholly to the brethren, and that
with the most serious asseverations of constancy and
fraternal affection.® 1If, therefore, you are convicted of
failing in the performance of so sacred and so deliberately
engaged obligations, in what instance, I beseech you,
shall we possibly hope to find you faithful in the perform-
ance of any promise!

Having thus briefly remarked under what additional
obligations we, as Masons, are brethren, permit me faith-
fully to enforce the obligated duty of brotherly love, and
which, for brevity’s sake, we will observe, consists, first,
in gentle reproof in error ; secondly, kind instruction and
advice in ignorance and difficulties; and, thirdly, in tender
commiseration and relief in sorrow and distress. First,
brotherly love consists in gentle reproof in error; nor is
St. Paul’s benevolent definition of Love, “in that it hopeth
all things,” any kind of check to this particular exercise
of brotherly love. For should love be exercised to all
the extent of the sense which we might put upon this
expression, we must be so totally blind to each other’s
errors that one great duty, both of Christianity and of
Masonry, i. e. reproof, would never be exercised.® And

8 Our transatlantic brethren give this explanation of the term brother:
“ Freemasons are brethren, not only by common participation of the
buman nature, but as professing the same faith, as being jointly engaged
in the same labours, and as beinf united by a mutual covenant, or tie,
whence they are all 80 emphatically called brethren of the mystic tie.”

°It is uently objected by the opponents of Masonry that this
perfect brotherly love does not always subsist amongst the fraternity, and
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so far would it be from being right to exercise suck a degree
of love, that, ultimately, it would be attended with the
greatest mischief. God, even God, whose name and
nature is Love, correcteth, reproveth, and chastiseth those
who are in error. The good parent, however indulgent,
correcteth and reproveth the faulty child. And it is
a strong cement to friendship, to give and to receive
veproof. It is the manner and disposition with which
reproof is given, which gives its essence, or takes away its
excellency. Thepropriety of the duty is established by di-
vine and apostolical authority, the manner of its perform-
ance must in some measure depend upon circumstances,
and should at all times be guided by the spirit of our
religion, from which we may confidently say, Masonry
derives most, if not all, its precepts. In this, therefore,
I briefly advise, let love be without partiality; be not
always blind to the errors of your brother, lest he sin the
sin unto death. And let your zeal be without rancour
and furﬁ; let not the precious balm of salutary regroof
break the head of him you would wish to reclaim.!
Again, brotherly love consists in the kind instruction
of thy brother, wgen he is in ignorance and difficulties.
All have not abilities alike; all have not equal privilege
of education; nor willall ever exercise an equal diligence.
Let, therefore, the wise kindly instruct the ignorant. A
dispersion of knowledge will, at all times, heighten the
felicity of knowing, nor is there an instance in which we
can more particularly experience the truth of that asser-

that disputes and%lﬁtelsareas prevalent in the lodge as in other publie
bodies of men. is fact cannot be denied. Freemasonry does not
profess to we our nature. Separate interests, and even a difference
of opinion, wili frequently produce some degree of contention. Christi-
pnity has failed to prevent such occurrenccs. How, then, can Masonry
be expected to accomplish that which our holy religion finds impractio-
sble? And it is for this reason that Masonry, as well as Christianity,
oentains a system of punishments as well as rewards.
.n"’lEeBou;d of Ge.neralehnaulzh:ﬁtytohw az;ddetemlim
subjects of masonic complaint or irregularity, or in-
Sividual Masons, when reguiarly broaghe befory . tad geseraly 1o take
qoguisance of all matters relating to the craft. It may proceed to sus-
on, admonition, or fine, according to the laws of thesociety ; and its
ision shall be final, unless an appeal be made to the Grand Lodge.
t should any ease be of so t a natare as to ire the erasure
ofa or the expulsion of & brother, the Board make a special
report n to the Grand Lodge, with which body alone the power of
eresure and expulsion resides. ( tations of lzuonry,inloc.)
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tion, «that it is more blessed to give than to receive,”
than in this of teaching the ignorant, and improving the
understanding and abilities of our fellow-creatures. But
let not 1yom' advice be as stripes, or your instructions as
goads; let brotherly kindness clothe your words, and let
not the administration of advice and instruction even
taste of the poison of bitterness and severity. :

Again, brotherly love consists of tender commiseration
and relief, in sorrow and distress. Here, the eye, the ear,
the heart, the hand, are all employed. The eye sees the
wound, and drops the piteous tear; that is the true
luxury of a tear, when we weep with those who weep.
The ear hears the melancholy sighs of grief, and the
bosom heaves with the reciprocal sighs of love. The
heart participates the silent groan, and melts into soft
compassion. From the abundance of the heart, the hand
is guided to act, as well as the mouth is taught to speak;
anguwhile the soft word of commiserating pity soothes
the despairing soul of the afflicted, the benevoleat hand
of compassionate relief is liberally stretched out, to
relieve &e sorrows of penury and distress.* My friends
and brethren, prove yourselves men, by the exercise of
humanity ; 'prove yourselves Christians, in this bright
imitation of your compassionate Master: Yea, prove
yourselves Masons, in the best sense of Masonry, the
sister of the religion of the Gospel, by the constant
exercise of this exalted principle of humanity; this

iritual trait of Christianity; this highly finished jewel
of Masonry, brotherly love.

‘We pass, my friends, hastily on, to our second admoni-

u«The great demand for mercy which there is in the world, is oo-
casioned by the scarcity of justice. The labours of love would little be
wanted, if the debts of justice were everywhere paid. It is the dishon-
esty of the many that creates the t importance of the kindness that
is exhibited by the few. Duri darkness of the night we are glad
of that silver sister to the day, whose light, when the sun is in the heavens,
we do not want. Of what do the acts of charity, for the most part,
consist, but counterworks to the operationsof injustice—but attempta to
repair those breaches in human bappiness which that enemy to it has
made—to exl the cfoison that scorpion has infused? The offices of
brotherly kindnees include little more than interpositions to shield mankind
from the blows of man; to protect oppressed innocence; to defend
injured fame ; to wipe the tears which cruelty has caused to flow; to:
redress the various wrongs which the unrighteous have heaped upon the
heads of mankind.” (Fawcett's Sermons, vol. i., p. 332.)
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tion, fear God. Do any ask, as a preliminary to their
intended entrance into our Royal Order, whether it
contains anything inconsistent with religion, or the
essence of religion—the fear of God? I answer without
hesitation, upon the credit of this sacred place, where
God dwelleth; no! Yet, that all who profess Masonry
are not religious, is as truly to be lamented, as that all
are not Christians, who bear the name of Christ, and the
profession of Christianity. But Masoury itself, in all its
sentiments, ceremonies, and profession, bears eve

characteristic of Him who built the universe, lighted,
warmed, and ornamented this world, with all those orbs
of light and heat, which beautify the canop{ of heaven,
and who, without labour, perfected the whole.? By the

3 Throughout the whole of these sermouns it will be found that the
science of Freemasonry is blended with Christianity. That Freemasonry,
in the abstract, is not a system of religion, is an evident fact which no in-
telligent Mason will attempt to deny. But Bro. Inwood had studied
Freemasonry only through its lectures ; and, at the period when he
flourished, they contained such unequivocal marks of an identity with
our holy religion, that he took it for granted that Freemasonry was a
Christian institotion ; and I believe ninety-nine out of every hundred
Masons, then living, were of the same opinion. Indeed, how was it pos-
sible to entertain a different belief when such passages as these were con-
tinually ringing in the ears of the brethren from the chair of the lodge?
At the very first entrance of a candidate, &c., “ To what do * # * #*
refer? To a certain text in scripture, which says, Ask and ye shall
have, seek and ye shall find, ki and it shall be opened unto you.”

Matt. vii. 7). Aguin, “ This is the third and grand reason why all
hristian churches, chapels, and regularly constituted lodges, are placed
due east and west.”—* How do you bo&oto attain the spangled canopy
of heaven? By the help of the three logical virtues, depicted in a
Masone’ lodge by a er. What are thoee virtues? Faith, Hope,
and Charity.” (1 Cor. xiii.) Once more. “ Faith is the evidence of
things not seen, the substance of things hoped for.” (Heb.xi.1.) “To
whom are our ] dedicated? To Nt. John the Baptist. Why to
him? He being forerunner of our Saviour, preached repentance,
and drew the first line of the gosﬁel Had St. John the tist any
equal? He had—S8t. John the Evangelist. Why is be equal to the
Baptist? Because, coming after the former, he finished by his learning
what the other began by his zeal.” ‘“ Why do three rule a lodge? In
allusion to the Trinity, tgare being three persons in the Godhead. Why
do five rule a lodge? In allusion to the birth, life, death, resurrection,
and ascension of our Saviour Jesus Christ.” And then followed a con-
cise explanation of each of these prominent events in the career of the
Redeemer, ending with these words :—¢ for he saith, in my Father’s
are many mavsions ; if it were not so I would have told you. I

g0 to prepare a place for you ; and I will come again and receive you
unto mywelf, that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John xiv. 3, 3).
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science of Masonry, we are guided to study the order,
beauty, regularity, and usefulness of all the mighty
works in nature ; and, by its precepts and admonitions,
we are led from nature up to nature’s God. Yes, my
friends, Masonry leads us from the beautiful building of
the universe up to its Almighty Architect ; and binds
8n, in the most sacred obligations, to fear him, who can
build, and who can destroy, who can raise, and who can

ull down. Yet, not to fear with that slavish fear, as
if he delighted to destroy; but to fear with that filial
awe and reverence which becometh those who fear him
who hath built on gurpose to endure ; and who, though
on account of .the destruction with which Satan hath
injured his works, must change them, {et will ag:in
make all things new, will again make all beings hap-

18

Fear him, then, with a filial fear, better expressed b
that better word love, who, though the building ha
been injured bﬁ the defection of sin, will restore and
ornament it with all its original order, regularity, beauty,

These ‘r.rticnlars, independent of the numerous types of Christ with
which the lectures of nry are impregnated, would be sufficient to
persuade every brother that Freemasonry and Christianity were linked
together in an indissoluble bond ; and so strongly marked that no diver
nitz of opinion on the subject might exist amongst the fraternity.

‘With such illustrations before us, how absurd the argument ap
which we see renewed by the opponents of Masonry, although refuted
over and over aﬁn,that Masonryissxsﬁem of deism. It has been
decried by the Romish Ptl?oes, by the deists Paine and Oarlile ; it is
still vituperated by the Roman Catholic Bishops, by the Wesleyan
Methodists, and by a prelate and many hackney writers of our own
Protestant church, both evangelical and tractarian. How can this be?
Let the persecutors reply. some we are accused of introducing
Christianity into the Order ; o condemn us—and take great pains
to prove—that it contains no Christianity. Herod and Pontius Pilate
—Caiaphas and Judas Iscariot—bitter enemies in every other res
cordially unite in decrying an institution which possesses more evident
characteristics of every moral and social virtue than all of them put
together. Envy is the cause of it all. We have more virtue, more
morality, more benevolence, and more of the practical fruits of religion,
a8 & body, than is displayed by any other exclusive society in existence ;
and, hence we are hated, and persecuted, and subj to all manner
vitaperation. And all this time our defamers, like the mole, are grab-
bing in the dark, amidst mire and filth, being perfectly and profoundly

rant on the subject of their lucubrations. See the *‘Tablet,” &

man Catholic Journal ; the “ Republican,” of Carlile; the * Ohrise
tian Remembrancer,” an Evangelical Protestant magasine; and the
“ English Obarchman,” Puseyite.
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exoellency, and usefulness ; who will again adorn it with
all its former beauty; who will cleanse all its defiled
vessels ; who will make it a beautiful temple for his own
everlasting residence; who will manifest himself in all
his glory, to all its inhabitants; and who will write
wpon its doors and door-posts, upon its windows and
window-frames, upon its porches and pillars, Holiness
to the Lord, felicity to all its innumerable inhabitants,
and no admission, no, no admission to pain or sorrow, or
misery, or death. My friends at large, and brethren in
Masonry, fear God, that great architect, who builds, and
no one can wholly destroy; and who will hereafter
beautify, and no one shall be able to spoil.

With our third admonition, konour the king, we shall
now hasten to conclude our subject. I am very sensible
that it is the opinion of many, that a political subject is
by no means a proper subject for pulpit disquisition, and
especially is this observation made by those with whom
our sentiments may happen to clash. The force of this
observation, I am ready at certain times, and in particu-
lar circumstances, fully to admit ; but, my friends, in the
&resent day, when the consuming flames of a political

ror have had, in so neighbouring a nation as that of
France, that destructive tendency to pull down, or uni-
versally pollute, the temples of God, and all their holy
things ;* to kill, banish or expose to the miserable
necessity of living upon the charity of our natiom, the
priests of the temple ; in the present day, when it is a
proof of patriotism to blaspheme God and his religion,
and to substitute for adoration a licentious liberty, and
the decrees of tyrants; when it is thought consistent
with the rights of man to deny the existence of God,
and the sovereignty of all his attributes; and to substi-
tute in the stemgi, a ridiculous equality, totally inconsist-
ent with the present imperfect state of man; when it

“Dnl‘ranklinhuwitﬁlzeexpond all such pursuits, in his fable of
the Fly, which he makes to reason thus :—* It was the opin-
fon of many learned philosophers of the race of flies, who lived and
flourished long before my time, that this vast world which we occupy
cannot subsist more than eighteen hours. I have lived seven of these
hours ; a great age, no less four hundred and twenty minutes of
time. How very fow of us continue 8o long ! I have seen generations
born, flourish, and expire. My preeent are the children and
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is the united effects of religion and patriotism to lay
aside all the ideas of subordination upon which the hap-

iness of man, both in a civil and religious sense, 80 much

epended : and to substitute rapine, plunder, murder ; I
a;y, when a political furor has produced such horrid
effects as these, so near us, and even among us, the
beginning of such things have made, daily make, and in
a very recent instance have particularly made so alarm-
ing an appearance; surely, then, politics become even a
necessary part of our religion.” And in such a general
defection trom every thing which is consistent with true
religion and patriotism, were we, whom God has ap-

ointed the guides of your religious exercises, wholly to

old our peace, we might expect that the stones would
cry out against either our insensibility or our disaffec-
tion®* Ah! my beloved brethren, let us recollect, that
no where, in that wretched country, could a body of
Masons meet in the manner we are met; first to pay,
without fear or distraction, our humble and devout

children of the friends of my youth, who are now, alas! no more ;
and I must soon follow them ; for by the course of nature, though still
in health, I cannot expect to live above seven or eight minutes longer.
What now avails all my toil and labour in amassing honey dew on this
leaf, which I cannot live to enjoy? What the political 8 les I have
beenenﬁedin for the good of my compatriot inhabitants of the bush ;
or my philosophical studies for the benefit of our race in general, which,
in & :ourse of minutes, will come to its end, and be buried in universal
ruin ?”

18 Politics are not allowed to be introduced in a lodge under certain
prescribed ties ; but those who are old enough to remember the ex-
. citement of the times when these sermons were written, will not be sur-
prised at the strong expressions of political feeling which occasionally
occur, and which, in the present more refined age, would scarcely be
tolerated in a grave discourse.

18 « Tt appears,” says & contemporary writer, “ from evidence not to be
doubted, that there was, and is, a grand conspiracy formed, and still
a:qinm::r effecting a revolution, if poesible, more tremendous than
that of ; leading to more universal plunder ; to more indiscrimi-
nate maseacre, to & more (:Bim and profiigate rejection of all religion.
Men who know nothing at all about the nature of government, are e%ully

that it is altogether a farce or an impostare ; that men living

ther on the surface of the earth, have nothing to do but to share the
land equally among themselves ; that equal comfort, equal corn, and
wine, and oil, and meat, and clothing, and raiment, will come, a8 it were

of course ; thatliﬁewillmnamyinapleamntidleneas; and there will.

be nothing to dread from want or from violenoe or fraud, from
b it o 2 = '
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addresses to our Right, our everlasting Right Worship-
ful Master above; and after that, in peaceful, social con-
verse, to eat our bread with cheerfulness, and drink our
wine with innocent mirth. And shall it, then, be thought
an impertinent intrusion in this devout exercise, to add to
brotherly love and the fear of God, the necessary admoni-
tion we are now enforcing, * Honour the king 9’ Surely,
no! Of you I hope better things! things wise for your-
-selves, wise for your families, wise for your friends, wise
for all your fellow-citizens.” You, my beloved brethren,
all, methinks, will gladly suffer the exhortation, honour
him, who, with all his power, so fully preserves to us
the enjoyment of the present pleasant privilege, with
ten thousand more, which time permits us not to mention.
Honour him, whose eldest son 1, in the present day, the
first great ornament of your community ; and who, with
bis other brothers, brethren of our rczﬂyal Order, is a zeal-
ous assistant in the preservation of all your happiest
privileges. Honour him who, in union with the g..orda
and Commons of the nation, forms such a constitution,
as, with all its excellencies, is not to be found in all the
world besides.® Honour him who, in his civil capacity,

7 The address of the masonic fraternity to his Majesty George IIL., on
his &?ﬁdential escape from the atrocious attempt at assassination, was,
a8 the Earl of Moira stated in the Grand Indge,the best answer that
could be given to those who contended that Masonry was a league against
constituted authorities; an imputation the more securely to be made,

* because at that period there existed no o of the craft in which a
reply might be made public. The noble Earl, however, publicly contended
that it is the invaluable distinction of this free country that such a just
and unrestrained intercourse of opinions exist, as will not permit any
number of men to frequent any dangerous or disgunised society; and that
it is impossible that any profligate doctrines could be tolerated for a
moment in a lodge meeting under regular authority; because its founds-
tion-stone is—Frar Gop, Hoxoor TEE KiNg.

1 The following address was issued at the above period by the Grand
Lodge of Ireland. “The Grand Lodge of Ireland, as the constituted author-
ity and guardians of the craft, deem it incumbent on them to remind the
respective lodges of this kingdom, that it is utterly inconsistent with the
fandamental principles, the ancient charges, and the uniform practice of
Freemasons, to permit any discussions or publications on religious or
political subjects among them ; because these, of all others, are known to
arouse the worst passions of men, and excite among the kindest brethren
the most rancorous and lasting animosities. True Masonry prefers no
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is, as far as human ability will permit and enable him,
the great representative of the King of Heaven. Honour
him who, as & husband, father, friend, is a shining pattern
for the best to imitate. Honour him with your words,
and speak well of his name. Honour him with your
persons, which, should his government be subverted,
would be in immediate danger. Honour him with your
fortunes, if, in the present critical moment, he should,
with the advice of his parliament, ask a portion for his
own and your defence.” This advice, I aver, is good for
all, whoever hear my voice ; but, with respect to Masons,
I scruple not to say, and woe is me, if, as a minister of
the high God and of that church of which the king is the
temporal head, woe is me, if I am not faithful to m

trust and to my commission; if you obey not this admooi-
tion in conjunction with the other two, with zeal, steadi-
Dess, and perseverance, you, if I am not totally mistaken,
act repugnant to all the order of your community; you
forfeit, if I at all understand them, your most sacred obli-
gations ; you run, if I know anything of the matter, you
run contrary to the spirit and tenor of all your lectures.
In short, if you obey not this admonition, you are not, if
I may be permitted at all to judge, good men, nor good

his sovereign. Freemasons have sufficient opportunities of expressi
their religious and ngolitiml inions in othgg societies ande?;l othug
i and ah not, any pretence whatsoever, suffer such

wpiutoinv-dethemedretirementofalodge,whichispecnliﬁl
appropriated to improve moral duties, correct human frailties, and in
cate social happiness. The Grand Lodge, therefore, in discharge of their
duty, and actuated by the most anxious solicitude for the prosperi:{,
honour, and unanimity of the whole masonic body of Ireland, ly
exhort and require all the lodges of this kingdom to refrain from religious
and political discussions, and all publications on such subjects.”
®The Earl of Tyrone, in the Irish perliament, thus expressed his
sentiments at this exciting period :—* The concern with which the royal
mind is impressed, in vouring to suppress and put an end to the
various attempts which have been made to excite a spirit of discontent
and disturbance, and to take the moet effectual means to suppress and
prevent any attempts which may be made to effoct by vi any
dmﬁoninonrmmﬁtuﬁon,mut,toevmygoodmbject,bemendeab
hgandvdt;abhpmfbfﬁpawmdaﬂ‘e&gmforhispwp}qmdhg
magnanimity in extending his anxiety to reservation of peace
surroundi mﬁm,nndotsbnringwithhismﬁiesthe piness which
his subjects enjoy, and his endeavours to uphold the laws of nations, and
from violation the sacred stipulations of treaties, must advance
fame and reputation, even further than his arms.”

&
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Masons. Excuse my freedom of speech; you have called
me to speak amongst you, and I must be faithful to God,
my conscience, and to my king. I therefore again advise,
that as ]8°°d Masons, as good men, as good citizens, you
would love the brotherhood, fear God, and honour the
king. And whether in our families, in our neighbourhood,
in the church, in our lodge, or even in the cheerful, social,
festive hour, let it be the wish of the heart, and the
sound of every voice indited by the heart, that God
would save the king, and by him preserve to us all our
civil, religious, and masonic privileges; to which I trust,
with one heart and one voice, we shall all readily say,
Amen and Amen.®
Finally, my brethren, to sum up all, I would reiterate
it again 1n your ears, so concerning the same sentiments,
I might escape no opportunity of reaching your very
hearts ; I would reiterate it again in your ears, that to
love the brotherhood, to fear God, and to honour the
king, are each and all of them such essential character-
istics of the honourable profession of Masonry, that where
both the sentiment and practice of them do not univers-
ally prevail, whatever any man may call himself, I make
no more scruple to pronounce that he is not a good Mason,
than I shoultf hesitate to say, a thief, a murderer, & blas-
hemer, a sabbath-breaker, or an adulterer, is not a good
hristian.?
As brethren, then, in one of the first and most honour-
able communitiesin the world, let it be said of you, with
all truth, as it was once honourably said of the primitive

* It was provided by the ancient laws of Masonry, that kings and
sopvereignsugnll be Grand Masters for life, to preside over the
fraternity, with power to appoint a deputy, who shall share with him the
titles and honours of the craft. But if soverei&tisafemale,ornot
abmther;orthamino:’gdeamotabm ;fo:hifthem
ign, or the regent, though & brother, is t o craft,
mﬂnndommmymblethe(}r::g in due form to
elect 8 Grand Master, but not during life, only he may be annually
rechosen while he and they think fit.
% In fact he is not a Christian at all, although he may have been
tized and received into the congregation; nor is he to be esteemed a
ho violates his obligation by practices which are at variance
with the rules and precepts of the , although he may be inted
all its tokens. He has received the letter, but not the spirit
-andianomomelhson,inreality,thmixewhohunever
pamed the sacred threshhold of a lodge. :

3

-3
{



THE MASONIC OBLIGATIONS. §8

Christians, see how these Masons love. Let all malice, and
envy, and evil speaking, and wrath, and contentions,
be done away from amongst you; and be ye kindly
affectioned one towards another, with brotherly love, in
honour preferring one another. Let this one laudable
ambition excite your diligence in all your masonic labours,
and in all your scientific researches, . e. to excel in all
those grand and prevailing traits of your professional
glory— Charity, brotherly love, ) éood-will.”

As labourers and workmen under the Great and Grand
Architect of the Universe, I would advise you to imitate
the good Nehemiah and his laborious companions. They,
it is said, worked day and night to rebuild the walls of
the holy city; so work ye, my brethren, not only with
scientific skill, but with never-ceasing diligence, until the
grand temple of your spiritual and eternal Masonry is

ally mae«f to its topmost stone, with shouting of ever-
lasting adoration upon its completion, for s walls shall
be salvation and us gates praise®

As good subjects, my brethren, honour that king,
whom, I flatter myself, 1 shall not dishonour, if, making
use of our professional language, I call, the grand, the
faithful, and the diligent tyler of every masonic lodge.

% Racollect the words of 8t. Paul. “Though I speak with the
of men and of angels, and have the gift of prophecy, and mdm
m ,andhavfzeaéll tflx:ith 80 tm I could removebg:;mntail;n:, ];md bestm;
my goods to y give my very body to urned, an
yetw{th all these have gg:r(}hari:{, Ianznothingmore-thanapieea of
i bmssoraﬁnklinf cymbal.” That is, in plain words, whoever
is a stranger to the ardent love of his neighbour of mankind, is still
t of everything purely ev ical, and for what end it was that
ist lived and died. _And when St. John, the peculiarly beloved apostle
of Christ, was reproached by his disciples for constantl ing on this

subject—what was his memorable answer? It was this: “ Because it is
gpmeeptofour Master, and whoever keeps it, shall be found perfect
ore Grod.”

® The above refars to & hymn chanted in one of the intermediate
degrees before the Royal Arch, during the ceremonies, and may be found
in COroes’s Chart.

All hail to the morning that bids us rejoioe;

TheTentxople’s oomxlefid, igh each voioe;

The cape-stone is finished, our labour is o'er,

The sound of the gavel shall hail us no more.

QCompanions assemble on this day,
mnooouion is glorious) the key-stone to lay;
od is the bytheAncientg;D.yn,
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He guardeth by his sceptre of political justice, righteous-
ness and love, all the privileges of our royal Order; and
by the sword of his national power, he defendeth usfrom
our foreign and domestic foes : and, though not a brother,
he gives us every proof that he is more valuable than
many brethren; he is our protwtiaﬁ Jriend. As Masons,
therefore, in gratitude for these distinguished favours,
render we back, with warmest zeal, our due tribute of
honour to the king and all his illustrious family; for
where, besides here, can our honour be 8o justly due?

+ PRAYER.

Let us pray for the king’s most excellent majesty, for
his illustrious queen, and f%r every branch of that invalu-
able family ; and as we are in duty bound, in a particular
manner, pray we, for his Royal Highness, our Grand
Master, the Prince of Wales, and every of his royal bro-
thers, who have, or who intend to honour themselves and
us by their union with our honourable society. May
this kingdom, gracious God, never want a Protestant
prince to wear its crown, or to sway its scepire ; nor
may our Order, by any species of disloyalty, forfeit its
Eresent high respectability, of being a valuable and

onourable society, for royal union ; but may they and
we individually cherish all that reciprocal benefit of
masonic union, which arises from the true reciprocity of
high and humble worth.

Pour down, we pray Thee, O ! thou King of kings, thy
universal blessing upon all estates and orders of man-
kind amongst us—bless the great council of the nation—
make our great men, good men—counsel thou our counsel-
lors, and teach our senators wisdom. And that we may
never want wise and good men to bear rule, either in
church or state, let thy blessing rest in a particular
manner upon the two universities of this land, as also
ugon all other schools of pious and useful education.
Bless us as a nation, in all our national concerns—pro-
tectand assist us in all our endeavours against thesubtilty
of domestic foes, and the cruel and implacable machina~
tions of all our foreign enemies. Succeed the tillage of
our country, and give us to enjoy, in due season, from
the moistenings of the early and the latter rains, and from
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the genial warmth of thy prolific sun, the timely fruits
of the earth, in all the usual plentitude of thine accus-
tomed beneficence. May the rich, as they increase in
riches, increase in gratitude to Thee, and in their liberality
to the poor; may the poor receive from the rich every
necessary relief; and though still poor, may they be con-
tented with their portion, knowing that Thou, in thine
own wisdom, knowest what is best for all.

In a particular manner, at this time, would we su
plicate thy divine favor and blessing upon this small
portion of a large community, now worshipping before
thy glorious throne; sanction, with thy divine grace and
heavenly benediction, all the pious endeavours and all
the benevolent intentions of this our sacred unity with
each other ; make all, and each of us, useful and orna-
mental members of this our very affectionate attachment ;
give to us universally the true fear of thy holy name,
that thy glory may ever rest upon us ; give us that true
brotherly affection for each other, that shall lead us to
the exercise of every Christian charity, every masonic
benevolence ; inspire us with true Christian and British
loyalty, that upon all occasions we may, if ever called
upon, be found good and steadfast subjects to our kin
and constitution—and, above all, make us devout an
zealous members of the church of Christ; that, having
thus labored in the earthly lodge of masonic piety,
charity, and integrity, we may be translated into that
perfect lodge of eternal felicity whose builder and maker
18 the everlasting Jehovah; we beg all for the sake of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Ames and Amen.




SERMON IIL
ON FRATERNAL AFFECTION.

PREACHED AT FAVERSHAM, MAY 18, 1795, AT THE ANNI-
VERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE FOR THE COUNTY
OF KENT.

“ God is Love: and he who dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God,
and God in him.”
1 Jonn iv., part of the 16th verse.

Tar deepest, and the most to be lamented source of
human misery, is, that in the fall of Adam we lost our
likeness to the Deity, in that first and most prevailing
characteristic of his divine nature and essence, love; the
loss of this, which produced, or at least made way for,
envy, malice, revenge, and all those evil tempers and dis-

ositions, which now so universally prevail in the human

eart, stamped, in early day, that black and detestable
character of murderer upon Cain, and sent him forth an
accursed and detestable vagabond upon the earth. It is
the loss of this characteristic of the divine nature, in its
prevailing efficacy, which in all ages of the world hath
unsheathed the bloody sword of the ambitious or cruel
warrior ; and raises nation against nation, in all the hor
rors of strife, of envy, of contention, and of bloodshed.!

''We have a fearful picture of these horrid ions in one of the
visions of Quevedo. “I eaw Envy,” says he, “ dressed up in a widow’s
veil, and the very picture of the gouvernante of one of our noblemen’s
houses. She lﬁgt a continual fast as to the shambles, pre; only upon
herself, and could not but be very thin upon so mean a diet. No
came amiss to her teeth, good or bad, which made them yellow
tten ; and the reason was, that though she bit and set her mark uj
good and sound, she could never swallow it. Under her sat her
%Diseord. She had formerly conversed with married peopls;
bat no neod of her assistance there, away she weat to colleges

g
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It is the loss of this, the divinest trait of divine perfection,
which in all ages hath filled the church with controver-
sies and persecutions; and stained it with all its cruel
crimes of martyrdom and banishment. It is the loss of
this essence of the Divinity which breaketh the family
compact, and findeth to the man enemies in his own
house. It is the loss of this from the divine excellency
that was breathed into the human heart, which in every
situation causeth the friend, the neighbour, and the bro-
ther, bitterly to lament in the language of Solomon : “By
night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth ; I sought
kim but I found him not : I opened m 7t to my beloved, but
;zm had withdrawn himself and was gone : my soul failed

he spake : I sought him but I could not find kim : I called
him and he gave me no answer.”

In short, it is the loss of this characteristic of the
divine nature, i. e. love, from the human heart, which
embitters, where they are embittered, every connection
of human life; makes every bosom at times loathe its
own sensations; and totally unfits us for the enjoyment
of the beatific vision of God; and the more or less we
want and neglect the cultivation of this essence of the
divine Perfection, so the more or less shall we ever be
like Cain of old, fruitless wanderers after happiness over
the earth, and in the sight of God detested vagabonds in
the world.?

and corporations, where, it seems, they had more already toan they knew
what to do with. Then she took herself to courts and and offi-
ciated there as the devil’s vicegerent. Next to her was Ingratitude ; and
she, out of & certain paste, made ng of pride and malice, was mouldi
of new devils. I was very much delighted at this discovery, bei

opinion, till now, that the ungrateful been the devils ves ;
beeauu:llread that the angels which fell, were made devils for their in-
gratitude.”

% An eminent divine, who was contemporary with Bro. Inwood, thus
beautifully improves the above sentiment : * When a city is beset b
san irresistible and an exasperated enemy, and the wide-wasting sword
every moment expected within its walls, is that a time for the inhabitants
to trouble the few moments of liberty or of life that are left them, by
mutual animosities, and intestine hostilitiea? Surely then, if ever, it is
o time for them to dwell together in amity. The enemy without is enough ;
nothing but friendship should dwell within. Come, then, my fellow-mor-
tals, and let us determine to dwell in fraternal union among ourselves.
Look round and see how sickness, and pain, and death, surround us on
every side, and lay close siege to our nature. Let us forget all private
quarrels, and unite against the common foe. Let us resolve to repel

5
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Son of the morning, how art thou fallen! Created in
the image of God, ornamented according to thy decree,
with all the amiableness of that divine perfection, love,
b{ which alone that great Supreme manifests to, and
glorifies all his perfections towards all his inferior crea-
tion, but now, through the fall of man in paradise, de-
prived of this lovely nature, and by this deprivation not
only despoiled of goodness, innocence, and felicity, bat
exposed, unless restored by means of the divine exertion,
to all the evil of sin, the malignity of Satan, and the dark-
mess of misery and death. But oh! with angels let
humen heartsrejoice ; the God of love, unchanged though
we have fallen, seeks his favoured, though fallen creature,
and oh! wondrous love! for the cure of this defection
in the human heart, it seems, ever since it took place, to
have been the grand aim of the divine agency, in all his
transactions with the human race.

And not only hath the Almighty, from the very begin-
ning, set an example of this divine characteristic, in re-
membering mercy in the midst of his threatened jud
ment, by sparing Adam, and giving him the promise of a
Saviour, and afterwards fulfilling that promise in all its
fullest extent, but in every age of the world hath he
exerted the same divine benevolence for our recovery,
and still in all his actions uses every different method
which infinite power and wisdom can exert, to bring man
to a participation of this his hai)py nature of love, and
to reinstate him in all that lovely likeness from which,
when he fell, his misery first began ; and to which alone
reviving, his felicity can be insured.

Observe the various methods he makes use of to effect,
in his unhappily fallen creature, this new creation. Some-
times he threatens, that he may alarm the careless;

from each other as many as we can of the nataral evils that assail us all ;

to keep off from onewnother, as long a8 we can, the last enemxmof usall;

and to pity and comfort one another under the prospect of his certain
‘muSl either soouer or later.”

Throughout all these discourses our worthy brother appears to have
been intent npon inculcating, along with Freemasonry, the purest doo-
trines of Christianity. And this was not considered inconsistent with
the character of the Order. The blessings of universal redﬁﬁon are

licable fob:.gew Qd tilf‘i;mt.ile,bereekf an Berba.risn,ig:nd a0 free, and
g&d‘m-e s te subject of general discussion wi order
of men who practise an universal science. i
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sometimes he entices, that he may soften the hardened ;
sometimes he calls aloud with the rolling thunders of
Mount Sinai, and makes the soul, in nature’s darkness,
tremble at his nod; sometimes he tenderly woos with
the breathings of gentle love, wafted from Calvary’s
hill, and melts to weefing penitence his hardened mur-
derer; sometimes he lays upon us the rod of his afflic-
tion, and, with the just discipline of a righteous master,
he endeavours to scourge the rebel from the error of his

way.

Syometimes again, like a fond indulgent father, he
makes a feast, and as with the fatted calf, prepares, for
the returning prodigal, though he sees him but at a dis-
tance, the best robe and ring. Sometimes he issues
forth his mandates, as the avenging judge, and, with a
seeming angry tone, calls the unjust steward to give an
account of his stewardship; and, with all the appearance
of incensed wrath, threatens imprisonment till the ve
last farthing of the accumulated debt is paid, 4. e., till
punishment effects what love could not effect, and the
rebel submits to the terms of ransom. Sometimes,
again, and that very frequently, he gently rebukes the
cruel, kindly reproves the covetous, and with authority
and long suffering he exhorts the uncharitable ; and, as
in the language of our text, tells what he himself is, and
consequently what we must be before we can be like
him, or happy in ourselves. God is love: and he who
d in};ve,i.e.inthelovechodandhisfdlow-m
ture, dwelleth in God, and God in him.*

Here, then, my friends, we have the very native breath
of heaven, breathing through the lips of a disciple of
love, and fostering over every heart, to produce that
same lovely likeness which is the essence of the divine
nature, and which consequently must constitute the
essence of the human nature, before the latter can truly
?xiitg with the former, or enjoy its own intended native
elicity.

From these words, then, my friends, it is easy to ob-
serve, that, FIrsT, you are excited to the exercise of your
natural duties as men, and your professional duties both

4 This is the great and animating grinciple both of Christianity and
Masonry ; and hence the name of 8t. John, the aathor of the above pas-
nge.i:{ighlyvenmtedamonythlmns.
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as. Christians and Masons, by a view of the nature of
God, God is love: and O that we, in every capacity, as
men, Christians, and especially as Masons, may look at
this our natural likeness, till, lved into its transform-
ing essence, we truly awake up after the same lovely
image. SeconpLY, your duty is also here described ; the
exercise of love, or the dwelling in love. And not only
80, but, TmmepLY, for your encouragement, and as an
excitement to a peculiar zeal in this Christian d'm;{oei-
tion, the first of masonic principles, the high and glori-
ous privilege of those who imitate this divine perfection
is set forth in the strongest, most beautiful, and enchant-
ing language: they dwell in God and God in them; to
which, my friends, we also may add, then, that they who
exercise this amiable disposition dwell in heaven ; they
have the kingdom of heaven within them.®

Our first reflection, according to this introduction, is

the nature of God, as the grand pattern of human imita-~
tion: “God is love.” To enlarge upon this, it might be
#aid of him, that this is his nature, in respect of all his
creatures above, upon, or beneath the earth, who are
capable of any kind or degree of sensation, of pain, or
‘pleasure, of happiness, or misery.
: Yes, my friends, love is his essential nature, and from
which, as it regards all the creatures which he hath made,
he can never change. But we shall confine the idea,
hower pleasing in its enlarged sense, and only view this
perfection of the Deity, as it looks down upon the human
race ; because from this %articular view of it, we have
at this time a peculiar application to make to your pro-
fessional feelings, as I hope I shall plainly discover before
I conclude.

I begin, then, with observing, Glod is love; he disgl:zn
it in his creation and providence ; his hand formed the
human frame, and its very external fashion for felicity
" bespeaks the character of its great Creator; for we

8 The third point of masonic fellowship directs the brother, when he
offars v hise;wulstionstoAlmighty , to remember the welfare of
all members of the fraternity as well as his own ; becaase, a8 the voioce of
babee and sucklings ascend to the throne of grace, so will the breathings
'of & fervent heart ascend to the mansions of bliss; and it is commanded
mehtmyerahouMbeoomﬂyMupﬁrh




FRATERNAL AFFECTION. 61

see or know of no other creature under the eonop‘y of
heaven, more complete even in this respect; but if we
pass from its external form, to its internal powers, we
then, unless very depraved indeed, feel in its fullest
sbeuns:s the truth of the Apostle’s assertion, that Ged is
The internal powers of the human mind, working
upon, influencing, and acting by the external faculties o
e human body, produce, we see and feel it, a creature,
in his native excellency, so very little lower than the
that man is, in himself, beyond his own descrip-
tion. Hear the poet describe this wonderful unknown :

“ From different natures marvellously mixt,
Oonnection exquisite of distant worlds!
Distinguish’d in 's endless chain !
Midway from notl;iuliﬁ to the Deity!
A beam ethereal, sullied and absorpt!

Tho’ sullied and dishonour’d, still divine!
Dim miniature of greatness absolute !
An heir of glory! a frail child of dust!
Helpless immortal ! insect infinite |
A worm! e God! I tremble in myself,
And in myself am lost |
Youxa.

Such, indeed, is man, that there is not a felicity, either
in this world or in that which is to come, which man is
incapable of. We are even lost in admiration and
wonder, when we contemplate the exquisite felicity of
seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, smelling; senses, which
though common to the brute creation, we en{'oy 80 emi-
nentfy superior to them, that they seem scarcely the same
causes producing the same eftects’ But how much

¢ The following passages of scripture are read by our transatiantie
brethren, during the admission of a candidate into one of the degrees of
Oraft Masonry : “ The stone which the builders refused, is become the
head of the corner. (Psal. cxviii. 22.&mDid you never read in the
Scriptures that the stone which the builders rejected is become the
stone of the corner 1’ (Mat. xxi. 42. Mark. xil. 10. Luke xx.17,) This
stone, thus celebrated in Freemasonry, was our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, whose love to the brethren was mauifested in a life of pain, and
a death of infamy, voluntarily endured for their salvation.

' Disquisitions on the senses formed a part of the masonic lectures
which were used during the last, and at the commencement of the t
century. It was there stated that « the objects of human know! are
innumerable ; the channels by which this knowledge is conveyed, are fow.
Among these, the peroeption of eternal things by the senses, and the in-
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more this admiration and wonder, when we contemplate
the faculties of the mind. DeeE and extensive thought,
and pleasant reflection, upon the present; recollection
and remembrance of past circumsiances ; with a sweet,
and as it were, a greedy icipation of what is to come.
We are, by our mental faculties, acquainted with, and as
it it were enjoy, the pleasing wonders of ages fled before
our own existence ; we have a large circle of grateful
and profitable reflection, filling up the present exercise
of the soul, and we are looking forward, and participate
as it were, with an immortal flight, that unknown, that
unfathomable eternal security.

Surely, my friends, these faculties in the possession
of a created being, ought, and certainly will, if properly
considered, testify their author a source of love, and
accord with the grand truth of our text, that « God is
love.” How much more so, if we view him as the God
of Providence? Exactly consistent with his creation of
our being, as capable of every enijoyment, is that ample

rovision which he hath made for us in all the vaned
uties, and the abundant riches of his providence.
That every thing around us is made purposely, or only
for us, or our enjoyment, is a vanity which does not by
any means become us; but that every thing is so order-
ed and 8o constructed, that we do, or may enjoy it, in a
very superior manuer, should be to us at once a proof of
his goodness, and in us an excitement to gratitude and
raise.
P The heavens with all those hosts of celestial lights;
the earth with all its fossils, fruits, herbs, and flowers,
with its flocks and herds upon a thousand hills ; the un-
fathomable and unbounded ocean, the rivers, lakes, and
pools, with all their scaly tribes; the air and its feathered

formation we receive from human testimony, are not the least consider-
able ; the amalogy between them is obvious. In the testimony of natare
iven by the senses, as well as in human testimony given by information,
ings are notified by signs. In one as well as the other, the mind, either
by original principles or by custom, passes from the sign to the concep-
m and belief of the thing signified. The signs in the natural language,
a8 well as the sensations producing our ori‘final meptiona, convey
similar ideas in all climates and nations, and the skill of interpreting
them, it would seem, is not w%:iﬂred, but innate.” And the ition
concluded with some beautiful definitions, which were ex by Dr.
Hemming i his revision of the lectares.
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inhabitants; the changing seasons of winter and summer ;
spring and autumn ; day and night; cold and heat; the
moistening shower and the drying sun ; the calm aud the
tempest ; the northern blast and the southern breeze;
riches and poverty ; health and sickness; pain and ease;
labour and pleasure; the unity of peace and the sword
of war; the exalted state of some, and the low estate of
others; in short, his whole creation of the wide extended
world, and his government of the universe, is in every
atom, and in every circumstance, a manifestation of the
love of him, who made it, to those who are the appointed
possessors of it ; and loudly declare, that God, in respect
to man, is, in his essential nature, the God of -love. Nay,
my friends, may we not take one step farther in this
pleasant meditation, and say that even the widest con-
trast of his conduct towards us, declares his nature love.
For instance, does he afflict any of us or our frinds with
sickness, pain, and poverty; how do these increase the
value of health, of ease, and of riches? Does he afflict
the nations with sedition, war, and tumult; how do
those frequently teach the inhabitants of those nations
the inestimable value of union, of peace, and of friend-
ship® Does he in dreary winter cut off the beauties of
pature, with the nipping frost and the northern blast;
how doubly sweet is the returning sun, the southern
breeze, and the western shower? Yes, how doubly
sweet are these, to renew the life of nature; to restore
her vernal beauties; to spread around her sweeter
odours; and to load the earth with his renewed bounties?
Nay, does he put the finishing stroke to man’s felicity
upon earth, and close his eyes in the solemn darkness

8 A celebrated writer observes, that there is scarcely a single one of all
the various evils in human life, which ask the redress of the benevolent,
but what is inflicted, not by natare, not b&God, but by man, upon man.
Even health, that department of human pbmpmea which sppears to be,
in a manner, the sole province of nature, where every vicissitude seems
reserved for the immediate, sole, and unmixed administration of provi-
dence—even this s&l:ere is invaded by the bold step of human injustice.
Mach of sickness that calls for the attendance of friendship, or the balm
of charity, has been occasioned by the sale of medicines which avarice
has adulterated ; by the food it has partially poisoned ; or the im
medical treatment of uneducated pretenders to an art which, in him
;hmm that he does not understand it as he ought, it is murder to
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of deatb; how peculiarly bright, from this very awful
circumstance, will the morninf of the resurrection ap-
pear when death, as the Apostle beautifully expresses it,
18 swallowed up of life; and the mortal body, like the
immortal soul, shall rise, triumpbant over death, to life
and immortality ¥

Surely, then, we may safely say, there is nothing in
providence, nor is there anything in nature, but says
with the Apostle in our text, that ¢ God s love,” unmixed
love to the human race. And, my friends, if so in what
he has made us, and in what he has provided for us, how
much more 8o in his great purchase of us, by the redemp-
tion of his Son?

This, it is true, brings the sorrowful reflection of our
abuse of his creation and providence ; which for a mo-
ment must be a drawback upon the felicity of our calcula-
tions : yet still it adds force to our argument: for indeed,
if possible, it deepens the unfathomable depths of his
unchangeable love; for when we consider how ungrate-
fully we forfeited his favour, and .made ourselves un-
worthy of the least of his mercies, and yet he changed
not; when we reflect how we have muza ourselves the
subjects of wrath, of darkness, and of sin, and yet his
mercy changed not; when we consider how we have
made ourselves miserable, and yet he is the same God
who delighteth in mercy, and hath paid our ransom:
surely our feeble minds are lost in the contemplation of
this wonderful %erfection of the Deity. We had destroyed
ourselves, but he hath restored us. We had sold our-
selves for nought, but he hath purchased us with his
blood. We had yielded ourselves to the enemy, and
purchased sin, misery and death ; but he,in the consum-
mation of his eternal love, descended from his mansions
of life, bliss, and glory, to the humiliating state of pain,
poverty, and death, that he might restore us to himself,
and re-establish us in holiness, %mppiness, and life. Yes!
when he saw us in the very depths of misery, traversing
the road to ruin, and seeking death in the error of our

? How exquisitely beautifal is the above reference to the m
of , a8 applied to the universal destination of man ; b,
divine grace—purified from the pollutions of sin—sanctified by the b}

of the Lamb—and glorified in an eternity of happiness the
grave. .

*
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wazs, he had pity on us, his compassion wrought for us,
and his love contrived and executed the plan of our re-
covery. It is performed; Satan has lost his eager prize;
Death has been spoiled of his vioto?; and the Lord of
Life has risen victorious over death, hell, and the grave;
man is purchased from the jaws of destruction; and
heaven, by the redeeming love of God, is open for owr
reception ; all are purchased ; all are redeemed.

“ And was the ransom paid ? it was: and paid,
‘What can exalt the bounty more, for you.
The sun beheld it—no, the shocking scene
Drove back his chariot : midnight veil'd his face.
Sun! didst thou flie thy Maker’s pain? or start
At that enormous load of human gnuilt
‘Which bow’d his blessed head, o’erwhelm’d his cross,
Made groan the centre, burst earth’s marble womb
‘With pangs, strange pangs! deliver'd of her dead ?
Hell howl'd, and heaven that hour let fall a tear.
Heaven wept, that man might smile ! heaven bled, that man
Might never die !" Youna.

Yes truly, God, as in his original nature, is again re-
vealed unto us; as in creation and providence, 80 in the
revelation of the Gospel of his Son, the God of love ; love
unbounded ! love unsullied! love universal!® We had made
ourselves poor, but he hath administered to our poverty,
and given us the true riches. We were ignorant, and out
of the way; but he hath instructed us in true wisdom.
‘We were naked and exposed to every evil ; but he hath
wrought robes of righteousness, wherewith to clothe and
shield us from every evil. We were as wanderers going
astray; but he hath brought us back unto his fold again.
We were hungry and thirsty ; but he hath purchased for

® This is symbolized in sublime Masonr{lbya pelican. The medisval

intargetnﬁon of this symbol is given as follows by Sir David Lindsay of
the Mount, Lion Ki:g:nin his ﬁs collectanes, preserved in the Advo-
cates’ Library, Edinburgh. ¢ The pellican is ane foale in of the
uhilkis auld men sayis that the litill birdis straikis thair in the
with thair wingis, and crabis him quhill he slayis thame. And
z:hmthemoderaehthamealme,whogreitiamd is grit dule thre
yis lang, quhill scho streikis hirself in the breist with hir neb, and
garris glnde ekayl vpone hir birdis, qubairthrow thai restoir and
turnis to lyf agave. Bot some folkis sayis thai are olekkit swownand,
Iyk as thai war bot life,and that thair fader haillis thame agane with his
blude. And this maner haly kirk beiris witnes, qubair our Lord sayis
i midlykeﬂlepdlioan.’;

g
:
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us the true bread of life, and the waters of salvation. We
were sick with iniquity, and in the prison of darkness
and despair; but he hath visited us, and set us free. We
were dying ; but behold! through him we live for ever-
more. Surely, as the Apostle says, * God is love.”

This I know is a subject of pleasant contemplation,
and I have little doubt of gaining the opinion and appro-
bation of much the major part, if not quite the whole, of
mfy present audience, numerous as it is. This privilege
of the Grospel, i.e. the contemplation of the love of God
to his creatures, is a subject upon which its ministers
may launch out into the most extensive boundaries, and
no reproach shall attach itself to them from any quarter.
But, my friends, we have, upon all these occasions of
addressing ourselves to our fellow-sinners, a farther dub{
also to perform. We have, as a return to this hig
privilege of contemplating the love of the Creator to the
creature, to enforce the return of the gratitude and duty
of the creature to his kind and merciful Creator.

Now, however ill a use many may have made of this

d, this glorious, this enchanting subject, the love of
od, and turned it into a cloak for licentiousness ; of you,
my beloved hearers in general, and of you, my brethren
and Masons in particular, I hope better things; nor will
I suffer a doubt to remain in my mind, but that the duty,
deducible from this contemplation, will be equally pleas-
ing; which is the exercise, according to our degree, of
the same lovely disposition, styled in the Apostolic
language, ¢ dwelling in love.”
ow this amiable disgosition, in the heart both of the
true Christian and of the operative Mason," (you see I
am very anxious to take the whole of my audience, both

Ut Brotherly love or charity is the foundation of Masonry. It pervades
every rite and ceremony—is infused equally into discipline and doctrine
—enforced in the lectaree—and at the time when Bro. Inwood flourished,
formed the concluding recommendation at the close of all masonic busi-
ness. “ You are to cultivate brotherly love, the foundation and cape-stone,
the di‘lory d.lnd oemrnt of ‘;.his omih ancient and ho:::imble bfra:;rnity;
avoidin wrangling an mm',ehndermf' backbiting ; not
permitting others tng del’u?:e the n&wt« of any honest brother,
which you are to defend to the utmost of your power, as far as is con-
gimtwithmwn honour and safety. Hence all may see the benign
infiuence of , a8 all good Masons have done from the beginning
of the world, and do 80 to the end of time.”
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Masons and others, with me to heaven) hath a double
reference in its exercise. First, it is centered in God;
and, secondly, as a fruitful tree, it spreads around its
luxurious branches; formin% a shade for the afflicted,
and scattering its pleasant fruits for the relief and the
repast of the poor, and the distressed of every kind.?

irst, it is centered in God. Love, is that purest foun-
tain, from whence flows every stream of the purest
devotion ; indeed we may truly say, without love, there
is no real piety towards God, nor without it, is any
sacrifice we offer acceptable to him. My son, give me
heart, with all its affections, is always the demand of God
to his creature, man. Custom may drag us to the house
of God; fear, and an alarmed conscience, may extract
the humiliating language of confession; fashion may
tune our voices in any general assembly of Christian
worsh}ppers; curiosity, and a love of novelty, may hur-
ry us from one place of worship to another, and keep us
in a very steady round of all external duties; an osten-
tatious love of praise, may make us charitable; and
pharisaical pride, may even lead us to the holy com-
munion of the supper of the Lord. But where, my
friends, in all these external acts, is any real religion?
Alas for true religion! excuse, my beloved hearers of
every class, this tender, this pathetic lamentation, which,
believe me, only sighs, as it were, an affectionate doubt,
for the safety of the immortal souls of my fellow-crea-
tures ; for, notwithstanding all the external ap nces
of religion amongst mankind, I cannot but deeply lament,
and heavily fear, for the reality of religion! Yes, m
friends, however 1 may offend, I must be faithful, and
still cry out and say, I do very much fear there is much
of all these external performances in the world, and God
is not in all, or indeed, I fear in any of the thoughts of
thousands, who are found therein.

BJt m[ﬂ?:genenl hl:e;e tonnlrems;k,thta brother ;:lot e:htim
partake of charity, unless his name is regis in
of the Grand Lodge, nor unless he shall have been at least for two years
& contributing member of a lodge, and all the arrears paid up. It is also
necessary to show, that at the time of his initiation, he was in decent
circumstances. The limitation of two years does not, however, extend
to extreme cases, such as shipwreck, capture at sea, loss by fire, or dis-
locating & limb.
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My friends, be not offended, I do not accuse or copdemn
any of you, God forbid I should; but this I sincerely ad-
vise, let all take heed, lest conscience should give the
great offence of this salutary detection ; I repeat it then
again, from divine authority, that without the love of
God, there is no real religion. Whatever are the duties
you perform, if God has not the heart, he will not accept
the person ; bodily exercise profiteth nothing, it is the
spirit only can justify or condemn; the body in all its
most pious attitudes, without the affections of the soul,
is but a lifeless mass. Contemplate the love of God to
you, in all his various relations as creator, preserver, and
redeemer ; and behold what he has made you; see what
he has given you ; look how he bled for you; and can
you give him a less sacrifice than the affections of that
soul, through the possession of which {ou are only like
him, and through the dedication of which you are only
capable of enjoying him? Is it reasonable, then, to ima-
gine, that since, without that spirit with which he has
quickened the body, you would not be really what you
are, that he will be satisfied with bodily exercise only ?
Surely, no! Without the animations of the spirit,
blindness, lameness, death, seizes on us; and will you
offer the blind, and the lame, and the dead, in sacrifice
to him, or should he accept this at your hand? Surely,
no! More than this is due to him who gave the body, and
who gave the spirit also; and, believe me, without more
than this, he will accept of nothing.

As God is love ; 80 it is only they who dwell in love,
dwell in him, or are united to iim. It is only the heart,
with its affections devoted to God, which can give true
devotion to prayer; true humility to confession ; true
praise to the voice of melody ; true efficacy to the Word
preached. It is only this which can, in the holy sacra-
ment, constitute the bread, the body of Christ, and the
wine, his blood. It is only this, which makes public
worship, public religion ; or private prayer, true devo-
tion. 1thout love, we are disunited from God; we
dwell in the world of darkness and sin, instead of dwell-
ing in God ;** and are strangers to his covenant, and his

3 Quevedo, in his second vision, has drawn a fearful picture of this
world of darkness and sin. He says : “I saw in my vision three moving
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promise. Without this love, wisdom, in all its human
excellency, is but ignorance ; profession, in all its flaming
garbs, is but presumption; and devotion, in all its most
sacred forms, is but solemn mockery. But with, or in
the exercise of, this love, the most feeble desire of the
heart, is taking the kingdom by violence; is uniting
earth to heaven; and brings the Deity, with all his
reigning powers, into the human soul, to govern its affec-
tions. With this love our wisdom will be that true wis-
dom which is said to have come down from above, and is,
in its nature, like its origin, pure, simple, easy to be
entreated, without artiaﬂty, and full of those works,
which are not only fair in appearance, but good in their
E:flure. tYVit;h this love, our professionfwil never b«;)in
of acquiring the appellation of h isy, but
willgebrear the testgof scmlt)ll:xy; and howg::gerely
tried, will be found a firm possession. Yes! with this
love, our devotion will be the true devotion of the soul,
in all its native simplicity and sincerity. This heavenly
k within our bosoms will catch that heavenly flame
of divine and seraphic love which alone can unite the
Creator to the creature; and thus alone can be formed
and completed that true felicity of the human soul—the
union to its Divine Original.

And now, my friends, and you my masonic brethren In
particular, by way of a practical application of this sen-
timent, suitable to the occasion of the day, I shall con-
clude my discourse with observing that this holy flame
of divine and heavenly love, being the principle of the

spectres, armed, and of human shape, and 8o like each other that I could
not say which was which. On the other side, just opmte, was & dread-
fal monster in a fierce and obstinate combat with Here Death
made a stop, and facing about, asked me if I knew these people. Alas,
no! said I; heaven be praised I do not, and I shall put it in my litany
that I never may. How ignorant thou art, cried Death ; these are thy
old aoquaintances, and thou hast hardly ever t any other company
gince thou wert born. Those three are the World, Flesh, the
Devil, the 'tnlenuniesofﬂ:ysonl;md%somnchmblomh
other, as well in quality as appearance, that ly, whoever has one,
has all. 'I‘he&rondmdmbitionsmmthinhbehsgottbeWorld,but
it proves the Devil. The man of pleasure fancies he has got the Flesh,
but that is the Devil too; and, in a word, thus it fares with all other sin-
ners. The monster that fights against the other three is the devil of
Money, who maintaine that he himself alone is equivalent to all the
other three ; and for aught I see, he has the better end of the stafl.”
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heart, the actions will uniformly show themselves as the
correspondent fruit; and as love to God is the root and
stamina of all true religion, and from whence alone
arises that true gospel tree which spreadeth wide its
luxurious branches, and forms a wide-spreading shade to
all human affliction, with fruits of luscious taste, and
medicine of healing power, for all her distressed votaries,
so is it the characteristic of every masonic principle to
increase and diffuse around, in a still higher degree of
perfection and plenitude, all the fruits of divine philan-
thropy, and all the actions of Christian love.4

It 18 not, believe me, merely the excellency of that
secrecy, by which our unitr is preserved, that is the only
boast of Masons, or the only glory of Masonry. No! my
friends, Masonry, where properly studied, and properly
laboured in, has a higher boast, a more exalted glory.
She boasts her antiquity, coeval with the grand archi-
tecture of the heavens and the earth. She boasts her
lineage as the daughter of the Grand Architect of all
things ; and as the twin sister of religion. Love was her
parent, her other name is charity. She is trul{ the sister
of religion ; for she boasts her efficacy in all its native
influence ; and is continually the assistant promoter of
like principles, and of like actions. The central point®

1 The following observations in the “ Masonic Magazine,” for June,
1798, ting the proceedings of the Irish Masons at this period, are
worthy of preservation. * It is with pleasure we have it in our power
to notice the benevolent attention of the ble body of Freemasons
of Ireland to their indigent brethren. ile s0 many ancient institu-
tions have fallen into decay, and wholly departed from the original pri
ciples of their foundation, this illustrious grotherhood have smdgtli;

hered to the grand rule of virtue by which the first founders squared
the beautiful edifice of the masonic craft. To meliorate and support the
composite orders of society, nothing is requisite but to inculcate tm great
precept, do as zou would be done by; which sublime sentence lmppiiy
expresses in a few words the leading principles of every social daty. It
teaches to the master, mildness and humanity ; to the servant, obedience
and respect ; to the husband, affection and kindness ; to the wife, tender-
ness and submission ; to parents, care and attention to their children;
aud to children, love, honour, and gratitade to their parents; above all,
it inculcates that sacred and disinterested compassion which is the supe-
rior characteristic of the fountain of Christianity; and which so gene-
rously pervades the masonic fraternity, warming each initiated heart in
favour of his unfortunate brother.”

% On this central*point all lodﬁ of the third are opened, and
none else. And for this reason, that the lodges of the two preceding de-
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of all her innumerable lines, squares, and circles, is the
Lore of God. And upon this central point she builds her
faith ; from it she derives her hope of glory here and here-
after; and by it she squares her conduct in strict justice
and universal charity.*®

First, upon this central point, the love of God, Masonry
builds her faith, and derives her hope. If, says the true
Mason, as the true Christian, if God made me, preserves
me, and hath redeemed me ; it is a sufficient proof of his
love, and he will everlastingly save me. If for me, as in
the ﬁ)resent season, the sun renews his strength, the
southern breezes blow, and the western showers distil
their moistening dews upon the earth ; what is this but
the voice of my beloved saying to me, ¢ Arise, my love,
my fair one, and come away, for lo! the winter is past, the
rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on the earth,
the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of
the turtle of peace is heard in our land ; the fig tree put-
teth forth her green figs, and the vines, with the tender
grape, give a good smell : arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.” And to this language faith makes her
triumphant answer : * My beloved 1s mine, and I am his.
Away with every desponding thought, away with eve:
distressing fear ; this 18 my beloved, and this is my friend,
O daughter of Jerusalem!” This is masonic as well as
l(Ehrit;i:mn faith; this is masonic as well as Christian

ope.

are mixed—the first including brethren of all the symbolical
s:;:m,aomehighertndsome lower in Masonry than others, and conse-
quently masonic equality is not found there. The Master Mason is con-
8l to be under a stro! obligation to his brother of an equal
degree, than to one of an #nferior degree. Now in a lodge of Masters,
all stand upon the same level ; all are equally near and “muslly distant ;
a8 the central point of the circle is eq near and equally distant from
the circumference. Hence & Masters’ 1 is opened on the centre.

18 The Abbé Pluche gives a curious illustration of this doctrine. “In
China as well as in France,” says this writer, “ the gardener who canses
a stretched line to turn round a rin stack in the ground, and the
ter who makes one of the legs of his compasses turn round the other leg
fixed to a point, are both equally sensible that all the points of the circle
drawn are at the same distance from the centre, because that distance in
a strait line is always either of the length of the same line, or of the same
:gning of the compasses. It is tally and universally true, that

distances in & strait line that tally with a common measure, are equal
to one another. (God alone contains this and all other truths, since
are as immutable and eternal a8 he himself.”
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Again, by or from this point, namely, the love of" God,
Masonry t?){ms {;xe squa.rep?)f all her ionduct, ingrntrict
justice and universal charity. My beloved brethren,
methinks as this is the second time you have invited me
to the pleasing employment of addressing you in the
sacred temple of the common Father of all, as a minister
of God, and as a brother in the royal Order of Masonry,
I may safely claim the privilege of speaking freely and
faithfully; and as you must know I speak affectionately,
you will, I trust, without offence, permit the followinﬁ .
plain question. Do you, then, as men, as Christians, an

as Masons, build your faith upon, and derive your hope
from, that central point of all true Christianity, and of
all true Masonry, the love of God? Then how will you
excuse yourselves if you square not your whole conduct
in strict justice and universal charity?” As men, you
ought to know, that justice and charity are the only true
effects of natural religion ; as Christians, you must know,
that they are the only true effects of that most excellent
religion, the revealed religion of the gospel; and as
Masons, if ye have ever worked, with any good effect, in
any of the separate or united lodges, to which you belong,
you must assuredly know, that in all the bonds by whic
we are united, in all the lectures we receive from our
W. Master, and in all the exercises by which we en-
deavour either to amuse, instruct, or benefit each other,
strict justice, and universal charity, form the oath,* the

' Thus the ancient charges, in the directions for behaviour towards a
strange brother, instruct the fraternity  to examine him in sach a method
:;Jmldenoe shall direct, that you may not be imposed upon by a false

an ignorant pretender, whom you are to reject with contempt and
derision, and beware of givins him any hints of knowledge. But if
discover him to be a true and genuine brotherr,eﬁou are to respect
accordingly ; and if he is in want, you must relieve him if. you can, or
else direct him how he may be relieved. You must employ him some
days, or else recommend him to be employed. But you are not
to do‘:?ond your ability ; only to prefer a poor brother that is a good
man true, before any other poor people in the same circumstances.”

18 An oath always contained an a; pealpto the Deity, and is now solem-
nized and on the Holy Scriptures. The mode of swearing
amonﬁtbe Arabs that live in tents, as the patriarchs did of old, is to

t their right hand upon the Koran, which they support with their left.

ome are of opinion the same custom was in use amongst the patri-
archs, and that the oath was made with the right hand upon, and the left

hand under, the thigh of the person tendering it ; although it is probe-



FRATERNAL AFFECTION. 73

principle, the sentiment, and the labour of the Free and
the Accepted Mason.

My beloved brethren, suffer the word of APostolic
exhortation, * Let not your good be evil spoken of.” The
first trait of strict justice of a true Mason is loyalty,
fidelity, and ready zeal in the support of our king and
constitution ; and an earnest looking forward that nothing
may supplant the pleasing wish, which must glow in
every true Mason’s heart, viz., that when it shall please
the King of Kings to remove, to the summit of eternal
glory, his Eresent majesty, he may place and establish,
upon the throne of these inﬁdoms, the Grand Master of
our royal Order, George, the Prince of Wales. The
second trait of the strict justice of a true Mason is, the
true submission, of every inferior of our Order, to his
superior ; and brotherly kindness of every superior to his
in&rior." And the third and last trait I shall, for the
sake of brevity, express in the language of scripture, viz.
to do to all others, as we wish all others to do to us. This is’
the law and the prophets of scripture, to men and Chris-
tians; and these, believe me, are the rules and orders of
all true Masonry.

The universal charity of a Mason is like the charity
of the Mason’s God, and his God is the God of love.
Consider the extent of the love of God, and that only,
according to his degree, is the extent of masonic chari-

. In the broad circle of his affections, he encloses-

1 mankind; he, like the God of love, looks through
station, clime, and colour, and with one wish of universal

ble that Abraham's servant swore with one band under his master's’
igh, and the other stretched out towards heaven.

The orders in this respect are, that no brother shall speak twice on
the same question, unless in explanation ; and that every one who speaks
shall rise and remain standing, addressing himself to the Grand Master ;
nor shall any brother presume to interrupt him, unless he shall be wan-
dering from the point, or the Grand Master shall think fit to call him to
order ; bat, after ho has been set right, he may proceed, if he obeerve due

order and decorum. If any member shall have twice called to order
for transgressing these rules, and shall, nevertheless, be guilty of a third
offence at the said meeting, the Grand Master shall ptorily com-
mand him to quit the lodge for that meeting ; and whoever shall be so
unmasonic as to hiss at a brother, or what he has said, shall be forthwith
sdlemnly excluded the Communication, and declared incapable of being

& member of aay Grand Lodge, till, at another time, he publicly acknow-
ledges his fnlt,ymg is pardoned.



74 SERMON III.

good-will, he wishes well to all mankind. With the com-
pass of his mind he measures and draws the square of his
conduct; and within that square,® having honestly pro-
vided for those of his own household, he forms his little
angles of benevolence and charity, to the distressed of all
communities. Nor can he possibly see any brother cold,
or naked, or hungry, or thirsty, or sick, or in prison, and
not exert his utmost, to minister unto him the necessary
relief. He visits the fatherless and the widow ; not out
of idle curiosity, to know the extremity of distress; but
from the impulse of a loving heart, to cherish and to
relieve. He searches out the secret and concealed cot-
tages of distress; pours the balm, and oil, and wine of
consolation into the bosom of sorrow, affliction, and mis-
ery; and through the influence of the love of God, and
of his brother, he thus keeps himself unspotted from the
evil of the world. This, as a minister of God, I aver is
true religion ; this I aver, as a Mason, is the principle of
all true and undisguised Masonry, and the conduct of
every true Mason ; and this I advise ag a brother, and as
a friend, to all, go ye and do likewise.®

© Every well %overned lodﬁ is farnished with the Holy Bible, the
Square, and the Com e Bible is dedicated to God ; the Square
to the Master ; and the Compasses to the Oraft. The former, because it
is the most inestimable gift of God to man; the Square is assigned to
the Master as the emblem of his office, and the Compasges to the Craft,
becanse by a due attention to their use they are taught to circumscribe
their desires, and keep their passions within due bounds.
% An opponent to Masonry in the United States, during the Morgan
tion of the Order, thus speaks of the amaging influence which the
excellent principles of Masonry had secured amongst all ranks and de-
scriptions of men. * During the last century the power of Masonry over
the human mind and its destinies has been prodigious. It bowed to no
superior ; it acknowledged no rival ; it claimed every thing, and yielded
nothing. It demanded a reugnition of its pretensions, homage to its
consequence, and implicit belief in all the principles it established or pre-
rogatives it . Solong asit obvioule transgressed na rules of
right ; neither invaded law, liga-ty, nor social justice, there were no sus-
picions of its moral or political tendencys Then, it made its way, unin-
terrupted, to the good opinion of the public. Courtesy to certain of its
most respectable members secured it celebrity, favor, and respect. Its
errors were passed over as venial ; even its absurd self-recommendations
and praise, which, coming from anything else, would have called down
upon it a torrent of merited ridicule and contempt, were permitted to
escape; and under the fostering care of a culpable crédulity it enlarged
iteelf, grew strong, and spread its roots and branches until it extracted
the very nutriment from whatever was within its influence, and became
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PRAYER. :

Supreme and eternal Being! thou source of everlast-
ing perfection! essence of love! look down with com-
passion upon the degenerate offspring of thy creative
power; and let thy Holy Spirit in this happy moment
of ynaffected adoration work all thy work oF grace and
mercy upon every heart. Thou knowest our impover-
ished state; and blessed be th{ mercy, thou lamentest
our degeneracy from thine own lovely nature ; thou will-
est not the death of any sinner, but hadst rather that all
should return, repent, and live for ever.

Gracious God! it is only thou who didst create, that
canst effectually redeem and save. It is only thou who
hast made the heart, that canst alone renew it, to its first
lovely, loving nature. It is only thou who didst breathe
within us the breath of immortal life, and gavest us to be
possessorg of immortal spirits, who canst restore those

irits to their ori%;inal purity. View, O heavenly, holy

ather! view with pity and compassion our fallen de-
gnemc ; and with all that divine energy with which

ou didst create us pure, restore us again to that origi-
nal purity. Take away every hardened heart of stone,
and give unto us the more pliant substitute, a heart of
flesh. Curb within the reins of thy tender power and
mercy, all the evil propensities of our degenerated na-
tare. Convince us of the deep depravity of our fallen
spirits. Convince us, that in that fall, we fell from hap-
piness, because we dt;parted from thee—the source of
purity—the fountain of true felicity. Above all, convince
us, that at a distance from Thee, and in a change from
thy likeness, our misery is unavoidably certain, inter-
changeably sure. And may this influence our minds to
be truly in earnest in the work of an immediate repent-
ance, and an eager return to thee, our forsaken Friend
and Father. Unite us to thyself in every bond of faith-
fulness, affection, gratitude, and love. Purg"v our hearts
from every strange and unholy affection. May the love
of the world, and the love of every sin be rooted out
from every bosom ; and our hearts made the abiding re-
ceptacles of thine Holy Spirit, with all its divine and

80 firmly established that it fancied neither time, nor effort, nor power,
nor eom{imtion could destroy it.”
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boly affections. And thus again restored to the actual
exercise of loving thee, may we love each other with a
pure and distinguished affection. As men, as Christians,
and as holy brethren, may the interest and happiness,
both spiritual and temporal, of each other, influence us
to the exercise of every friendly, Christian, and masonic
act of charity, benevolence, and love; that while travel-
ling through this wilderness world, we may contract all
those holy tempers, all those Bious habits, which alone
can constitute us suitable inhabitants of that holy state,
where iniquity, and the sops of iniquity, can have no ad-
mission, where the labours of our eut{ly lodge shall be

Il succeeded with an eternal rest, and where our souls
shall be completely solaced with the sweet and pleasant
refreshment of pure, unsullied love, of lasting and un-

batmql felicity. We beg it for ourselves and others,
ghrou the all-prevailing merits of the Lord Jesus Christ,
our Advocate, Mediator, and Redeemer. Amen and 4men.




SERMON IV.
MASONS OUGHT TO BE VIRTUOUS.

PREACHED AT DARTFORD, MAY 16, 1796, AT THE ANNI-
VERSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE FOR THE COUNTY
OF KENT.

¢ Let not then your Good be evil spoken of »
Roxasxs xiv. 16,

I» is thought a very wise conclusion with some, that
there is no secret in Masonry;' because, after so many
men of different characters, abilities, and dispositions,
have entered into the union, we yet boast our secret
undiscovered to all but Masons. How far this wise con-
clusion will hold good to prove that there really is no
secret in the Royal Art, I shall leave to common sense to
decide, without any attempt either to refute or assert to
the contrary. Others, still less charitable than the for-
mer are wise, are fully persuaded, and therefore positivel
assert it, that the secret must be most deplorably wicked,
or it would be even our duty, according to our great gro-
fessions of good-will to men, to discover it to the world ;?

! This is about the wisest conclusion at which an uninitated person
can arrive ; becsuse it precludes all unpecessary trouble in searching
for that which it is impossible to discover b“vwﬂm initistion.
In all ages charlatans and impostors have endea to profit by s prd-
fessed exposure of masonic secrets ; aud, from Pritchard down to Carlfie
in this country, from Perau to Buhle in France and Germauny, and the
revelations of Mo Alleyn, and Bernard in the United States, what
do they amount to? Al y to neither more nor lees than an infa-
mous avowal of broken oaths and a violated faith ; for the public are no

every one o was

setting a seal on the downfal of the institation.

8 If all secrets are wicked that are not discovered to the world, what
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but this assertion, without my assistance, will easily re-
fute itself; and, I hope, my brethren, all our masonic
conduct adds refutation to it. For I would ask, what
society, whose bands of union were bands of wickedness,
would always choose the good and the virtuous only, to
add to its numbers ¥ Surely the wicked most generally
choose the wicked for their companions, and for this very
reason, that they may avoid the pain of conscious blush,
in the discovery of their iniqui:;}y. But in Masonry it is

uite the contrary; and none, if known, but the virtuous,
the honest, and the good, can, according to the laws of
Masonry, be admitted amongst ust *

Methinks upon this assertion, we receive from the
world, who are not yet Masons, a question for our con-
sideration, and however severe it may be felt, I cannot
but confess that the reason for this question is very fre-
quently too just; the question is: are, then, all Masons
good men ¥

From the supposition of this question—for it has been
frequently put to me by those who are unenlightened in
Masonry®—I shall work upon my text for the present dis-
course, in the following manner: .

I will first briefly answer this general question for the
satisfaction of the enquirers; and then to youw, my
brethren, I will endeavour to consider its import, first,
by way of reproof, to any whose conduct may have given

will the scoffer, or the objector to Freemasonry on account of its secrecy
say to the mysteries of God’s providence, of which the world is very pro-
perlﬁgnorant ?

3 reason is excellent, and requires no comment; and hence it is
that our lodges are so very particular about the admission of candidates.

4 The Grand is 8o careful to provide against the admission of
unworthy persons, that it has decreed that any person who has been con-
cerned in making a Mason clandestinely, or in & lodge which is nota
regular 1 or for small and unworthy considerations, or who has
amsisted in formiog any new Lodge without the Grand Master’s authori-
ty, cannot be admitted as & visitor into any lodge.

§ In cases like this, men are ever ready to substitute exceptions for
rules, and to condemn an excellent institution, because of the evil exam-
ple of an erring individual.

¢ This against the Order was much more frequently urged at
the time when Bro. Inwood wrote than at present, when instances of it
are more rare. It will be img:mible truly to assert that we have no
unworthy Masons amonggt us, but they are less numerous than what are
ot:;mned in other societies, which have no prescribed code of morals for

r guide.
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occasion fo sach a question, and, secondly, by way of

eneral advice and future warning to the community at
arge. And, with this intention, may the Great Architect
of the Universe look down upon the meanest of his
workmen, and so direct him in the wisdom of his plan,
and furnish him with good materials, that the whole
building of masonic science, and masonic labour, may be
so fitly framed together, as to manifest itself to every
beholder, as having strength and duration unparalleled
and unequalled ; and beauty and ornament unnvalled in
the universe.’

First, to the enquirers of this close and important
enquiry. .Are all Masons good men? And before I pro-
ceed with my discourse, I must beg to premise, that all
must expect to find me a very plain workman, one who
has been always accustomed to raise very homely fabrics,
upon Elain basements and very broad foundations.* And
though I may formerly have studied the ornamental
orders of scientific architecture, I shall now leave them
to the finishing stroke of workmen of superior talents,
and begin my Eresent labour in my usual stgle of plain
workmanship. I answer the question proposed, then, with
this plain and homely negative ; all Masons are not good
men® The laws of politeness and civility, you know,

7 This pious aspiration has been realized in the increasing purity and
extension of the.(,)prder, which has spread itself over the whole habitable
globe, and includes many of the wisest and best amongst the human

8 Our worthy brother is too modest here ; his work is excellent, and
calculated to be of service to the craft throughout all time. Nothing
can exceed the piety and truthfulness which is found in these able dis-
courses ; they breathe the purest doctrines of Masonry, and convey &
lively description of its morality and brotherly love.

9 There is a curious instance of masonic imposture recorded in “Moore’s
American Masonic ine,” vol. iv., p. 134, which will show_ the
acutenees of some mock Masons: “The lodge at Lynchburgh, Va.,
allowed themselves to be duped of a large amount of cliarity by & man
who called himself Jacobi, who, if they had examined the proceedings of
the Grand Lodge of Virginia for 1832, they would have found reported
as a suspended Mason. Take also the following example of
imgosmre, addresssed to the Editor of the London “ Freemasons’ Quar-
terly Review,” Grand Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, April 29, 1839:
Mr, Editor.—Permit an old workman to say a word or two in favour of
his brother labourers. Iam a stranger in lg:ghnd, but have had the h‘ﬁ
pineas to visit once or twice the IA;l)%e of Good Report, No. 158. 1
the promulgation of the delightful rational enjoyment of the visit
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always except the present comgany, when censure and
reproof is the observation ; and God forbid that I should
be supposed as judging any man, or even be thought te
suspect any of my present audience as worthy so severe
a censure. No, my friends, I come not here to judge,
but to advise; not to censure, but to counsel ; not to
condemn, but to warn; if conscience agrees with my
answer, which I have given to the world’s question, that
is another thing ; and I would also advise, let conscience
{)erform its own work, whilst I perform mine, then will
he sermon have its due effect.!

You perceive, then, I am a plain workman, for I must
repeat my answer, and experience, I fear, too fatally
confirms the same, that Masons are not good mes.
Where, then, it may perhaps be further asked, where
does this defect in tEg masonic fabric originate? I
snswer, like all other defects, it may arise from many
different causes; but I aver, at the same time, it cannot
arise from Masonry itself. No! Masonry, upon the
word of a Christian minister, speaking in this most
sacred place, and before that sacred Deity who is the

rfection of all truth and abominates all falsehood,

asonry is, in all its princigles, in all its laws, and in
all its ordinances, pure as the unclouded sky, bright as
the unspotted sun.

veferred to shall induce emulation in the sacred cause of Masonry in the

dge of Good Report, then, Sir, I am amply id. I am, 8ir, &e.,

. R. B., Past Master, Friendly Albany, N. Y., United States.”
Now it is evident that if the Lodge of Report had required & Grand
Lodge certificate of Bro. W. R. B., Past Master of Friendly Lodge at
Albany, they would not have been imposed on, since there is not, and
never bas been, such a lodge at Albany. We should not be surprised,
however, if this same W. R. B. were the poor brother, William Bird,
who lately visited Boston, and imposed upon us by his gentlemanly man-
ners and plausible tales, so that our L:gmpaﬂxy overpowered our resolution
to be strict in requiring a Grand Lodge certificate. This man proceeded
to New York, by our assistance, where he assumed the name he had pre-
vioualy used there—Charles Roseberry. 'We need only add, that at Paris
he was known as M. ; at Louisville, Ky., by the name of Bird;
and as he has been a traveller over a large portion of Europe and North
Americs, it is quite probable he may have been known to our western
brethren under some other nomme de e

1 How truly masonic is this beautiful observation! it must have sunk
juto the Lesrta of all the audience, whether Masons or not ; and none
could depart from hearing such a sermon without being wiser and better
mea.
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But, my friends, as the best apology I can make for
Masonry having its defective members, I would refer
you to that system which angels admire, and which
transfers its real members immediately to glory; yes, I
would refer you to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and ask
in my turn, are all Chnistians in reality, who bear that
holy profession ? or, to word this question similar to the
other, are all who call themselves Christians good men?
Are there not, in that society to which the very world
eagerly unites itself, baptized infidels? Are there not
free-thinkers and free-livers in the most depraved sense
of all these apellations? But, is Christianity a system
of drunkenness, because there are drunken Christians !
Is Christianity a system of vice and debauchery, because
some of its members are whoremongers and adulterers ?
Is it a system of rapine, theft, and pillage, because some
of its members are dishonest, and plunder and defraud
one another? Is it a system of revenge, of malice, and
of cruelty, because some of its members hate, and bite,
and devour one another ? Is it a system of uncharitable-
ness, because some of its members are covetous, and
miserly, and deny all relief to their most needy brethren ?
Is it a system of falsehood and defamation, because
amongst its members there are liars, evil speakers, busy

Y The apology usually offered in bebalf of such characters is, that
they injure no one but ves; but the excuse is incorrect, for they
do s great injury to society by their example. The suthor of “ An
Exposition of I«h-ron,"ha.swdlex{medthismﬁmt “Ifa
man grew {0 a like & limpet, then mig] theh.pliobeh‘nmmy
without any great barm to his neighbours; hut he who liveth in society,
mdfailethwpuformhism:ﬁ&l;tinthemﬁonndgndmhim,doth
all that in him lieth to body politic. He who is delivered
wetovioeanddmnkm—-}ormch,beinginwpnted,iethemwﬁng
of a good fellow who is only his own enemy—setteth & bad example to his
dependants ; squandereth his fortune on mwmww&eﬁlect
of all that he might and ought to have done the relief and ad-
vance of the deserving; plungeth his family into difficulties ; grieveth,
shameth, and perbaps them ; rui his health, s0 as to make
himself a b to those about him ; and fipally, after having been &
bed citizen, a bad master, a bed husband, a bad father, sinketh into the
grave with a soul 8o irrecoverably poisoned by habits of sensuality and
gromearthlineu,thstitwouldnthaﬁtwrotwithiupnhdgg
companion, than to enter into any region of spiritualized exi
this man, who hath fulfilled no one duty, but on the co: hath spread
uoundhimadmkuhnosphueofsin,ia good fellow, mevely
because he hath done all this with an air of hi
an utter absence of any feeling for the beings he was rendering miserable.”
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bodies, tatlers, tale bearers, false witnesses, and the like ?
Surely no! the conduct of professors can never justly
condemn any system, nor can the practice of particular
individuals cast any just censure upon any entire com-
munity ; for if this were the case, away goes Christianity
itself—who could defend it ? Judge of it by its professors,
and what tongue or pen could be employed in its com-
mendation 7*

Masonry, if I may be allowed the comparison in this
sacreguflwe, dedicated only to the gospel—has a right
to plead for the same tender caution before those who,
not being of its communitg', are inclined to censure it,
from the conduct of its individual members.® View it
in its cautions, and it admits none, knowingly, but the
virtuous and the good. View it in its nature, and it has
nothing in its institution but what both the law of Moses
and of Christ will fully allow, and universally sanction ;
and those who preside in the initiation of its candidates
must either be deceived by others, or most vilely betray
their own most sacred trust, if any man who 18 a bad
husband, a bad father, a bad neighbour, or a bad citizen,
is ever admitted into the Order of Masonry. The recom-

13 Bro. O'Ryan, who is a Roman Catholic Freemason, re-echoes these
sentiments. He says : “ Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel just;
and for the Masonic Order, righteonsness forms a panoply against which
the shafts of calumny fall blunted. Christianity was established despite
of persecution ; the edict of the tyrant and the axe of the executioner
were vainly exerted to check its progress or procure its annihilation ; and
Freemasonry, which is Christianity tn its purest form, cannot be checked
in its onward Erogresby any ingenuity which malice may exert, or any
sophistry which misrepresentation may employ ; its Xrofeswrs practically
observing the advice contained in the words of the Apostle Paul : ¢ Now
Ibmee"c’gyou,brethren,bythenameofonrlmd-lesus Christ, that
all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but
that ye be ly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment.’ In union there is ever strength, and where can more perfect
union be fmt&fn a;nong us? Unanimity prevails in our assemblies
—religion solemn sanction to our mysteries—philanthropy is
inculcated by our ts—universal charity tomm]dmf is enjoinegyby
our laws—and in the book of divine revelation is inscribed the constitu-
tion of the Order, which, resting on such a basis, defles either secret
workings, or open assault.”

13 The ancient charges direct the brethren to be cautious in their words
and carriage, that the most penetrating stranger shall not be able to
discover or find out what is not proper to be intimated ; and sometimes
they are to divert a discourse and manage it prudently for the honor of
the fraternity.
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mendation of every candidate cometh deliberately from
some brother; and woe be to the betraying Judas of any
family! The admission is afterwards put to the secret
vote of the whole of that society to which the candidate
offers himself as a member; and woe be to every member
who gives his consent, through interest, caprice. or per-
sonal friendship, while his conscience gives his bosom
the blush of treachery to his society, and unfaithfulness
to the masonic community."

Farther, however, we have to observe, that a deception
in admission, may not be the only reason, why every
Mason is not a good man. There may be in Masoury,
as there has been in Christianity, a falling away, or a
fading in the characteristic goodness of many of its
members. Many a one hath been admitted with the
best proofs of a good, a faithful, and a well substantiated
character. Their name was beauty, and their actions
praise.® The poor man blessed him in the gate of the
city ; he was a Job in the excellency of charity. The
nation boasted of him as a faithful citizen ; in his person,-
in his heart, and in his property, he obeyed its laws, he
fought its battles, he gloried in its constitution. His
children drew good and pleasant nourishment from him,
as the cluster of grapes draws sweetness from the vine ;
and shone in garments as the branch in its foliage, or the
rose in its blossom. His wife was happy in the faithful
tenderness of his union. His neighbours were pleasant
in his cheerful and friendly society. And Masonry itself

1+ No person can be made a Mason in, or admitted a member of, &
lodge, if on the ballot three black balls appear against him. Some
lodges require a unanimous vote; but the laws of will not
ahlil;.wmypesontobeiniﬁatedifﬂmemthreebhck against

15 On this point Bro. Town truly says, ¢ we know the ground on which
we stand, the temple in which we dwell, and the rock on which our ma-
sonic fathers so dmxl imbedded its 52"" The main point to which
our attention should be directed is, the practical exemplification of our
public profession, in such constant acts of brotherly love, benevolence,
and charity, as shall prevent the most evil, and secure to the world the
greatest amount of good. Profession only, resembles the talent hid in &
papkin. Inspired wisdom justifies menmndgmgtbe tree by its fruit.
The excellency of the fruit gives visible positive proof of the good-
ness of the tree. More full and clear demonstrations of the moral sound-
ness of masonic principles, in the abstract, cannot be given, than has &
thousand times been done.”
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boasted the uprightness, the constancy, and the integrity
of his brotherhood.

But now, alas! perhaps, all have reason to lament, in
the language of the mournful prophet, how is the fine

ld become dim ! how are the mighty in virtue fallen!
ﬁe poor, perhaps, by his fall and defection from bene-
volence to covetousness, beg, in vain, the needy morsel.*
His country feels him as a public vulture, or a crawling
snake, tearing out the vitals of its comstitution, or
poisoning with every evil principle its more ignorant and
unwary members. In his own family he has exchanged
the characters of husband and father, for the unfaithful
tyrant and unnatural deserter. In his neighbourhood,
by his fall from virtue, he is shunned as disgraceful, and
avoided as dangerous; and in his lodge, he is become a
pest to the society, a disgrace to the fraternity.”

Such changes, you must all be sensible, are not unfre-
quent in all the societies of this changing, transitory
world ; and Masonry has not been free from these mor-
tifying wounds, these sore disgraces. But, my friends,
whether such disasters shou%d justly stigmatize the
system itself, or whether such defective members should
reasonably disgrace the community at large, I leave to
the decision of common sense, and the judgment of can-
dour; for I doubt not there is much ofg[;)loth in this

1 Happily such instances are not common, although they do sometimes
occur ; and tbzene melancholy proofs of the weak and unstable nature
of man. As they are occasionally found in all classes of society, it is
not to be expected that Masonry is al free from their operation ;
and hence our reverend brother, who brings forward with a bold and
fearless hand every case of masonic impropriety, that the world may be
at no loss to form » correct judgment, does not hesitate to acknowledge
tho casual existence of such derelictions from purity and goodness as
have been 8o well described in the text.

17 A more fatal result even than this awaited such conduct in the
mw,umybe thered from the case of Diagoras the

i He irrita thepneata?ydivulging,inhisdiseoumandhis
writings, the secrets of the mysteries—the people by breaking the statues

general clamour was raised against him, and his very name became &

term of reproach. The magistrates of Athens cited him before their

and pursued him from city to city. A talent was promised to

:lniyonewho should bring his , and two talents if he were brought

ve ; and to perpetuate the memory of this decree, it was engraven on

» brasen oolumn. Di finding no place of refuge in Greeee, em-
mdpariafedb ipwreck.

barked on board & y ship
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audience, even amongst those who are yet strangers ta

I shall now proceed to the second part of my discourse,
namely, to exhort more particularly you, my brethren,
to be peculiarly careful, not only in this present moment,
but in all your future tindertakings, not to let your good
be evil spoken of. It was the punctual practice, I doubt
not, in each and every of those societies into which you
have been admitted, that due care was taken, by all the
presiding officers, that you were well and truly recom-
mended, by some brother, whose truth and faithfulnesa
was fully confided in, as possessing every characteristic
of a good and virtuous man, before you received your
initiation into the Royal Craft.'* If, then, in this recom-
mendation, there was any deception, either your own
conscience was engaged in the deception of your friend,
who recommended you; or he who recommended you
had his conscience engaged in deceiving the community
at large. A state of mind this, my friends, no ways
desirable, could you or your friend have gained t
world b{ such a gsrgain." And though the community
may truly lament its unfortunate possession and acquire-
ment of such members ; yet the system itself, pure as
the unclouded sky, still retains all its native purity ;®

B The ancient gothic charges were i ly stringent i
tlnadmisionoffnembeu;h'ngit own as a fundamental principle
that “all preferment amongst ns is grounded upon real worth and
personal merit only, that the brethren be not put to nor the royal
craft ised ;" and therefore it was strictly enjoined that no officer,
;l:ithe.al- or Warden, shall be chosen by seniority, but for his

t alone.

» This state of things is partl guudedn'ﬁm by the system of Grand
Lodge certificates; and for tln% urpose constitutions direct that
“ every brother who is made a n shall be furnished with & Grand
Indgmdmﬁm' te, immediately upon his being registered in the books of
the Lodge, and for which certificate the lodge shall pay six shil-
lings and sixpence. No certificate or recommendation alm.lf° under any
circumstances, be given by a lodge, or by the officers or members of a
] to enable any Mason to proceed from lodge to lodge as & pauper,
or.’na)n iodges : n:iappb{a fpm'txm. cula:l careful in registering the

e are cautioned to i in registeri
mmofthebrethreniniti:tedtberein,mdzhoinmkingtbemm
ofitsmanbus,asnopersonisentiﬂedtoputnkeofﬂngenerdd»:n’:zz
mleuhismmebed:‘l{regimred. To prevent injury to individ
bytl;eirl!sinfl.g:]ler from any privilege through the neglect of their
lodges—any , on producing eufficient proof that he has paid the
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and if through your means it is evil spoken of, the wound
will rankle in your own bosom, but Masonry itself will
remain unpolluted.

To fulfil, however, the one great intention of our annual
meeting, I shall spend the rest of those few minutes,
which remain to our present exercise, in stirring up your
pure minds, by way of putting you in remembrance of
those moral engagements which, as men, by the laws of
Christianity,? you are fully engaged to perform, and
which, as Masons, by the laws of Masonry, you are bound
most solemnly to fulfil.2

First, as citizens of the world, let not your good be
evil spoken of. Love, as it is the transcript of the Deity,
and the fulfifment of all the laws of God, 8o also is it the
universal banner of our royal Order. This ent,
which an inspired apostle, in the system of Christianity,
says, covereth a multitude of sins, extends, in the system
of Masonry, its flowing borders also, and hides from the
eye of censure and disgust the more manifest defects of

| mankind ; and either with endearing complacency, or
with tender pity, unites in the arms of fraternal affection,
the blackened Ethiopian, or the whiter European; the
unconverted Jew, or the more ignorant and unenlighten-
ed Mahometan ; .and as of one blood, all are formed by

full fees to his lodge, shall be capable of enjoying the privileges of the
craft; and the offending lodge shgi‘lbbe repor{zgl:g the egrgenenl
purposes, and rigorously proceeded against, for detaining monies which
;;re the property of the Grand Lodge. (Constitutions. Of private
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