THE

UNIVERSAL

MASONIC LIBRARY,

A REPUBLICATION,

IN THIRTY VOLUMES,

OF ALL THE

STANDARD PUBLICATIONS

IN

MASONRY.

LIBRARIES OF MASONIC BODIES

AND
INDIVIDUALS.

“ Whatsoever doth make manifest is Ligut.”

VOLUME V.

EMBODYING

—HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 2-—8STAR IN THE EAST.
—MIRROR FOR TEE JOHANNITE MASONS.

NEW YORK:
JNO. W. LEBONARD & 00. AMERICAN MASONIC AGENCY.
1855.




e, Yoo, Comfibrll

a-26- 7&‘

TO
HON. S. LAWRENCE,

or
MARIETTA, GEORGIA,
EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR OF THE MASONIO
SIGNET AND JOURNAL; |
WHOSE PRAOTIOAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE
SUAVITY OF MABONRY,—ITS PILLAR OF BRAUTY,—

AS MUCH AS HIS PROFOUND APPRECIATION OF ITS
PRINCIPLES,—IT8 PILLARS OF WISDOM AND STRENGTH,—
HAS ENDEARED HIM TO HIS GRORGIA BRETHREN, AND WHOSE
LABORS AS PRIEST AND SORIBE IN THE LITERATURE OF
THE ROYAL SCIENCE HAVE INCLINED 80 MANY
OF THE FRATERNITY TOWARDS THB BSOUTH-
EAST, AS A BOUBCR OF MASONIO LIGHT,

THIS FIFTH VOLOME
or THR

UNIVERSAL MASONIC LIBRARY

»
FRATERNALLY DEDIOATED.



+ HISTORY

or

FREEMASONRY,

FROM THE YEAR 1820 TO 1841.

' BY THER

REV. GEO. OLIVER, D.D,,

D.P.G.M. FOR LINCOLNSHIRBD ;

INOUMBENT OF THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH, WOLVERHAMPTON ;
DOMESTIC CHAPLAIN TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD
KENSINGTON ; CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE
S8OCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF S8COTLAND.

Viget, viresque acquirit enndo.—V1IRa.

NEW YORK:
JNO. W. LEONARD & CO.. AMERICAN MASONIC AGENCY.
1855. '




Stereotyped by
HOLMAN & GRAY, NEW YORK.

Printed and Bound by
3. . BRENNAN, LOUISVILLE, KY,



PREFACE.

In offering this small Manual to the Masonic world,
the Author is actuated by no other motive than to afford
the noble Institution of Freemasonry the same advan-
tages which are enjoyed by other sciences in an age of
intellectual improvement and superior civilization. It
has always been a popular argument against Kree-
masonry, that the proceedings of the Order have par-

taken of the mystery which how excusable soever in its
" peculiar observances, is not to be tolerated when applied
to its general transactions. This argument it has been
the wish of all thinking Masons of the present day
to neutralize. The intelligence of the age demands a
liberal policy, which may encourage a spirit of free
enquiry amongst those who are disposed to question the
claims of our science to respect; at the same time that
it may augment the resources of the Brethren, and
enable them to render a satisfactory answer to those
who may demand an account of the benefits which they
derive from the practice of Freemasonry.

There cannot be a doubt but much of the prosperity
of the Order has been owing to the Freemasons’ Quar-
terly Review; which, by offering a vehicle for recording
its proceedings in every part of the globe, has introduced
a spirit of emulation amongst the Lodges, to compete
with each other in promoting the holy feelings of
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Brotherly Love and Charity. This invaluable record
displays moral worth and active diligence wherever it is
found to exist, and while any remissness in the Masonic
authorities receives its proper stimulus; a steady and
regular discharge of duty produces applause. Hence
the Craft is highly indebted to this Periodical, for the
benefits it has conferred on the Institution; and its pro-
longed existence forms a striking feature in the History
of Freemasonry at the present momentous period. It
gradually works its way amongst the Craft; and the
labours of its talented Editor are rewarded by the appro-
bation of the Brethren. To this Periodical the Historian
is indebted for his most valuable materials; and the
annals of Masonry, in its absence, would be meagre and
uninteresting.

In the execution of this little work, the Author pro-

fesses a strict independence of principle, and impartiality
of action.

Nullius addictas jurare in verba magistri,
Quo me. cunque rapit tempestas, deferor hospes.
Hoz.

Historical truth disclaims alike prejudice and par-
tizanship; and whatever opinions the Author may enter-
tain as an individual Mason—he has endeavoured to
preserve the strictest neutrality as an Annalist. How
far he may have been successful will depend on the
opinions of his readers. He has adhered most faithfully
to that law of the Grand Lodge, which prohibits the
printing of any private transactions that require to be
withheld from the publlc eye; and has inserted no matter
but what he has found inserted in the printed Quarterly
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Communications of the Grand Lodge, or other sources
equally available for the purposes of discussion and
remark. .

With this avowal, the work is committed to the judg-
ment of the Craft; and, it is hoped, will be found not
altogether uninteresting, as a detail of Masonry in its
most palmy and prosperous state.

‘WOLVERHAMPTON,
January, 1841.
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o

FREEMASONRY

CHAP I
Hustory of Masonry from the Year 1829 10 1884.

Ir we revert to the times when Freemasonry took a
decided position amongst the Institutions of this country
by the revival of the Grand Lodge in London, about
the commencement of the eighteenth century, after the
Ancient Grand Lodge at York had discontinued its meet-
ings, and only four Lodges were to be found within the
bills of mortality, we shall contemglate a fraternity con
structed on a model different from the Freemasonry of our
own times. The Brethren of that day were proud of their
knowledge—jealous of their privileges—and over sensi-
tive lest the peculiar secrets of the Order should be
exposed to the profane gaze of the vulgar. Hence, in
1718, when the Grand Lodge promulgated an edict for
the production of masonic papers and records, that the
ancient usages and charges o Ma.son? might be ascer-
tained and restored ; a powerful party, headed by Brother
Nicholas Stone, one of the Grand Wardens under Inigo
Jones, was arrayed against the measure. It was comsid-
ered, not merely an infringement on the aErivilegea of the
fraternity, but a dangerous expedient, affording a prece-
dent for s multiplication of papers on this forbidden
subject ; and placing the customs and mysteries of the
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Institution at the mercy of those who ogposed their
principles, and turned their pmctice into ridicule. And
when Dr. Anderson received instructions from the Grand
Master to prepare a Book of Constitutions for the press,
the adverse party took the alarm ; and, under a dread of
ublic exposure, committed their manuscripts to the
mes.

This occurred at a period when the people of England
were unenlightened by education and science. A great
moral revolution has been effected in our own times, by
the spread of general knowledge ; and the Institution of
Freemasonry keeps pace with the onward march of social
improvement. ‘During the present century it has become
so universally prevalent as to spread over the face of the
whole earth. It has its seat amongst Princes; and is
patronized by throned monarchs, and their chief nobility
In every region under the canopy of heaven. In our
own land, its Grand Master is also the patron of almost
all the literary and scientific societies which shed a lustre
on the present times. A century ago Freemasonry was
but just emerging from the obscurity in which the ages
of ignorance and bigotry had overwhelmed it. The veil
bad scarcely been removed in England ; and in other
parts of the globe it was little known, even by name;
now it flourishes abundantly in every clime where there
are men to practiseit. A century ago scrupulous Breth-
ren knew 80 little of the true principles of the Craft, as
to destroy their manuscripts, lest the world should
become acquainted with the nature and design of our
association ; now, we are anxious to show the world the
g:neral principles of the Order; and for that purpose we

ve numerous publications on Freemasonry, whose
existence has effected for it an universal respect amongst
those who have not had the advantage of initiation into
our mysteries, and we possess a well conducted ' periodi-
cal to record our proceedings ; to show mankind the real
tendency of our secrets ; and to disseminate amongst the
Brethren a knowledge of the philosophy and science
which are preserved in the institution.

A century ago Freemasonry had no permant Charities,
to lighten the sorrows of the destitute orphan, or to
make the widow’s heart sing for joy ; now we have not
only a fund of Benevolence for the distressed Mason or
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his widow; and Schools where the male and female
orphans of our deceased Brethren are clothed, and fed,
and instructed—where, to the comforts of this world, is
added a knowledge of the preparation necessary to fit
them for another and a better; but we have also a pro-
vision for the permanent relief of distresses occasioned
by unmerited misfortune or old age; and an Asylum is

rojected, which, like the Hospitals of Chelsea and
areenwich, is intended to be a refuge from the storms of
life to the worthy and upright Mason, whom misfortune
may have reduced, or adversity deprived of a home in the
winter of his life. A century ago, the philosophy of
Masonry was very imperfeetly understood; now the
Brethren emulate each other in literary pursuits; and
thus the Lodges are elevated into schools for morality
and seience; where intelligent Masters dispense their
instruction with ability and zeal ; where the advance of
moral and social improvement tends to enlighten the
mind and soften the manners; and imparts to the well-
taught Mason a decided advantage in the discharge of his
duties as 8 member of civil society.

Such being the present state of feeling amongst a large
and influential portion of the fraternity, its history
assumes a character of unusual interest. It is no longer
confined to the naked details of a few insulated facts and
ceremonies, unaccompanied by commentary, and unem-
bellished by investigations which may determine their
Eropriety or impolicy, for the instruction of the future;

ut the historian may venture, in these times of liberality
of sentiment and free discussion, to speculate on the le-
gislation of the masonic authorities, without the dread of
official censure on the one hand, or the private and more
formidable reprehension of the fraternity on the other.

At the Quarterly Communication in March, 1829, His
Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of
Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, K. G., &c.,
&ec., was unanimously re-elected Grand Master of Masons,
and proclaimed and saluted according to ancient form.
In this year several important points of discipline were

itated amongst the Brethren, which claim a place in
the History of the Craft. Much argument was used in
the Provincial Lodges respecting the indiscriminate
admission of members; and some places unfortunately
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exhibited great latitude in this partieular, to the essen-
tial injury of the Order. Persons were initiated who found
a difficulty even in raising the accustomed fee, and they
soon became a burden on the Charities. Oune general
rule on this point ought to be punctually observed, as it
is not the external but the internal qualifications of a
man which Masonry regards. None ought to be permit-
ted ta tread the holy ground of a Mason’s Lodge but the
virtuous and the good; and those Brethren of a Lodge
will certainly betray a most sacred trust, if any person
who is deficient in the discharge of those duties which
the conventional usages of society require, in the charac-
ter of a parent or child, friend or neighbour, magistrate
or subject, be allowed to intrude into their society. The
propositian of every candidate comes deliberately from
some subscribing member, and it is a personal disgrace to
himself, as well as an injury to the community, if he
endeavours to introduce an improper person. The ques-
tion is afterwards submitted to the vote of all the Breth-
ren, after they have had full opportunity of enquiry, and
no one ought to give his consent to such admission; for
it is an act of treachery and unfaithfulness to the society
at large: and the consequence would be most calami-
tous, if such a practice were universally adopted—and
would stamp the Order with certain degradation in the
estimation of mankind.

To promote the efficacy of Freemasonry, and to carry
on its operations with vigour, it is necessary that the
periodical payments be made with regularity and preci-
sion. This remark applies not only to private Lodges,
but to the Grand e by which the dignity of the
Craft is supported, ang its benefits displayed to the
world. Its great charities are chiefly maintained by cen-
tributions and fees of honour, and the Fund of Benevo-
lence, which derives its efficacy entirely from this source,
thus realizes an average income amounting to more than
#£1000 a year. The Grand Lodge, therefore, is fully
‘ustified in the exercise of severity towards those Lodges
whieh neglect to make their payments promptly, or con-
tinue. to withhold the arrears of quarterage a.fger repeated
admonitions. In the spring of 1829 the Board of Finance
having reported that several Lodges had neglected, for a
long time past, to make their returns and remittances,
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parsuant to the laws of the Craft, notwithstanding
repeated applications had been made to them for that
purpose: It was oxdered that the said Lodges be writ-
ten to, requiring that their returns and payments be
made by the undermentioned periods; or in default
thereof, that the Masters and Wardens of those Lodges
neglecting, do show cause, a} the respective meetings,
why their warrants should not be declared forfeited, and
their Lodges erased, viz. : '

Those Lodges in England or the Channel Islands—ai the Grand
Lodge in June next—Those in the West Indies—at the Grand Lodge
in September next—Those in the East Indies—at the Grand Lodge
in Beptember, 1830. v

The year 1829 was distinguished by the privilege
which His Royal Highness graciously conferred on Past
Grand Stewards, of wearing an honorary Jewel ; and an
appropriate design was submitteqd at the Quarterly Com-
munication in September. The Grand Master stated, that
heapproved the design for a medal to be worn by Brethren
who had served the office of Steward to both the Chari-
ties, viz.: The Royal Freemasons’ Female School, and
the Masonic Institution for Clothing and Educating thg
Sons of deceased and indigent Freemasons, and that
those Brethren, who had so served both stewardships,
and are desirous of possessing the medal, must communi-
cate their wish 4o His Royal Highness, through the
Grand Secretary, on or before the 1st of February next,
that the numbers wanted may be ascertained, because
the price to be charged for the medal must necessarily
depend upon the numbers stxuck off; that is to say, the
grezt«lar the number, the smaller will be the cost of each
meaal. .

To render this honour the more eonspicuous, the
Grand Master remarked, that he had observed recently,
some Brethren wearing jewels or medals designating
their particular Lodges, such jewels not having been
sanctioned by the Grand Lodge; which prowesing in
contrary to the regulations of the Craft. His Royal
Highness, however, refrained from naming the individu-
als, in the hope that this notice would be sufficient to
cause a discontinuance of the irregulari'z.

* In the year 1830, our Royal Patron King George the
2
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Fourth died. Now according to the practice of old
Masons, “ Kings and other male sovereigns, when made
Masons, are Grand Masters, by prerogative, during life ;
and appoint a deputy, or approve of his election, to pre-
side over the Fraternity with the title and honours of
Grand Master; but if the Sovereign is a female, or not a
Brother, or a Junior under a Regent, not a Brother; or
if the male Sovereign or the Regent, though a Brother,
is negligent of the Craft; then the old Grand Officers
may assemble the Grand Lodge in due form, to elect a
Grand Master, to be annually re-chosen while it is mutu-
ally agreeable.”

Accordingly, at an especial Grand Lodgle, holden 17th
July, 1830, the Grand Master addressed the Brethren on
the great loss which the Craft had sustained by the de-
cease of his late Majesty, King George the Fourth, who
had so long and anxiously afforded his support and pro-
tection to the Order, first as Grand Master, and subse-

uently as Patron; and stated that he had ordered this

cial Grand Lodge to be convened, for the purpose

of conaidering an Address to be presented to his present

Majesty, upon the melancholy event; at the same time

to congratulate his Majesty upon his accession to the

Throne, and to implore His Majesty’s protection as
Patron of the Craft.

His Royal Highness then read the draft of an Address,
which he submitted for the consideration of the Grand
Lodge, as follows:—

“To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty.
¢ Most Gracious Sovereign,

4 We, your Majesty’s most dusiful and faithful subjects, the Grand
Master, Deputy Grand Master, Officers, and Brethren, of the United
Grand of Free and Aocepted Masons of England, with all
humility and respect approach your Royal presence.

‘“We have a two-fold duty to perform—as loyal and obedient sub-
Jects of your Majesty, we are bound to express our heartfelt oom-
G'ntulaﬁone at the accession of your Majesty to the Throne of this

nited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ;- whilst, as Brethren
of the we most humbly request your Majesty to acoept our
sinoere oondolence on the death of your Majesty’s illustrious and

1

By this ':ghoung event, your has been deprived of
“ icting event, xi a
bolovo{l and affectionate Brother, and .gembeu of ourpFrmﬂnity
have to deplore the loss of the Grand Patron of their Order, under
whose suspices they had attained & height of prosperity hitherto
unexampled in-our annals.
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¢ Most Gracious Sire,

These are not the wordlofmmemi:gsdnhﬁon,butﬂn uine
tribute of a faithful Brotherhood, from whose hearts the recollection
of past favours can never be effaced.

‘“We are emboldened, perhaps, and encoureged in the farther
delivery of our sentiments by the ifying consciousness that,
among the most illustrious members of our Order, the name of your
Majesty has, happily for us, long been enrolled; nor has your
Majesty disdained to take, at various times, an active part in the
more immediate concerns of the Fraternity.

*May we, then, in all hunmility, presume to solicit from your
Majesty that same patronage of the Craft which our late revered
Monarch was graciously pleased to bestow upon us 1
. “In the steadiness otP our loyalty and affection towards your
l{ajesg’.s person, we feel justly confident that we yield to none of
your Majosty’s subjeots. o

“We can appeal. in this respect, to your Majesty’s intimate know-
ledge of our masonic pursuits. We feel assured that a speculative
inquiry into the customs of antiquity—into the origin and progress
:: xery hberd_'mand useful art, w:;ch oonsﬁtnm the d::qm?yent;

asonry. never, in your Majesty’s opinion, di i
true tMutm from being oonziodmd ogvodmormm' us member of
society.

“ Iny the public declaration of your Majesty’s sentiments we pos-
pess the sumes:dpledge of that conduct which, under Providence, will
oontinually lead to and effectually maintain the Peace and consequent
Happiness of the whole community. Your Majesty has therein
graciously referred to the oircumstance of a hfe passed in the
service of your country, in faithful obedience and entire subjeo-
tion to your Sovereign. But, if a due submission to authority is the
wisest preparation for the exercise of authority over others, then
indeed we may look with confidence to the exoellence of your
Majesty’s Rule, since, in the person of your Majesty, will be reali
the saying of antiquity—* that he is best qualified to govern who has
best known how to obey.’

“In conclusion, then, we ventare once more, in all humility, to
wolicit your Majesty’s gracious assent to the petitioning Prayer of our
fraternity ; and nothing now remains for us but to implore the Great
Architect of the Universe, the Author and Giver of all Good, that he
may be pleased to bestow His choicest blessings on your Majesty’s
head, and to establish, in strength and righteousness, the Throne of
your Kingdom.”

To this address the following answer was returned by
His Majesty’s Secretary for the Home Department :—

¢ Whiteball, July 28, 1830.

« 8ir,—1I have the honour to inform your Royal Higg'nesa that His
Majesty has been graciously fleased to signify his consent to be the
Patron of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Aocepted

Masons of England.
“T am, Sir,
«Your Royal Highness’s dutiful and obedient Servant,
(Signed) “ROBERT PEEL"”
«His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex.”
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Some confusion occurred at the Grand Festival holden
in March, 1831, which indaced His Royal Highness the
Grand Master to exercise his authority for the purpose of
preventing the recurrence of scenes which appeared to
reflect discredit on the Order. A song was sung by one
of the professional Glee Singers in the Ladies’ Room,
which was supposed to have a political bias, in_conse-
quence of which an interruption ensued, which , discom-
posed the ?roceedings, and put a period to the harmony
and good feeling which had always formed the leading
characters of these meetings. No immediate notice was
taken of the matter; but it formed the subject of future -
proceedings, which proclaimed the striet sense of justice
and decorum which -actuated His Royal Highnees in dis-
charging the duties attached to his high situation. '
. Freemasonry in the Provinces was progressing at this
time with gradual but sure effect. The most gratifying
intelligence was communicated periodigally amongst the
Brethren of Provincial Meetings, and important transac-
tions of private Lodges, which, though not of sufficient
weight to introduce into a general History of Masoury,
yet shew the spirit by which the Brethren were actuated
at this stirring period. Many Provincial Grand Masters,
with their Deputies and Officers, evinced a zeal which
did them honour; and eminent Masons in many of the
Provinces exerted themselves to carry into effect the true
principles of the Order, by inspiring their Lodges with a
taste for the philosophy of the science, and a substitution
of extended labour for extended refreshment.

At the quarterly communication of March, 1831, the
Grand Master stated to the Brethren that having learned
it was the wish of Masters of Lodges, that he should
record his opinion on the proper Rule to be observed in
the election and installation of the Master of a Ledge;
His Royal Highness was pleased to declare that it was
necessary, previous to such installation, that the minutes
of the preceding Lodge should be read and confirmed ;
after wiich, the usual ceremonies of swearing in and
placing the W. Master in the chair were to be performed.
gho ld the minutes not be confirmed, then the summons
issued for the following regular meeting of the Lodge
must set forth that the Brethren would proceed to elect
a new Master, and on the confirmation of those minutes
at the next ordinary Lodge-night, as provided in the
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Book of Constitutions, sec. 2, the installation of the
new Master might be legally performed.

The Board of General Purposes reported, at the Grand
Lodge in June, 1831, that a complaint having been pre-
ferred by the Lodge of Benevolence, against the Lodge
No. 338, for having attached to the Petition of the Widow
of a late Brother, a certificate that the deceased Brother
had been twelve years a subscribing member to that
Lodge, while it appears from the Grand Lodge Books,
that he has been only three years a member, the Master
and Wardens of that Lodge were summoned to attend
the Board with their hooks, which they accordingly did.
Upon an inspection of the books, it appeared that thé
deceased Brother was initiated in 1800, that he paid two
quarters from that date; and at subsequent periods, but
very irregularly, he 1Emid three years and three quarters.
more ; making together four years and a quarter, the last
of such payments being in 1813. The W. Master stated,
in explanation, that upon referring to the books, when
the petition was laid before the Lodge, it was found that
the Brother had been initiated in 1800, and made his last
g:yment in 1812; it was, therefore, concluded that he had

en twelve years a member, and the certificate was
signed accordingly. The Board, feeling that this pro-
ceeding manifested a great want of attention on the part
of the Officers of the Lodge, calculated to misiead the
Lodge of Benevolence; it was resolved, that the Master
be severely reprimanded for this irregularity, and cau-
tioned that his Lodge be more circumspect in future.

In September, His Royal Highness was requested to
superintend the deposition of the foundation stone of a
new building to be erected in Agar-street, Strand, and
to be called the Charing Cross Hospital. This patt of
the metropolis is thickly peopled, and accidents on the
River Thames are of frequent occurrence, with no similar
institution within a convenient distance. The utility of
such a charity being thus obvious, His Royal Highness
graciously consented; and for this purpose opened a
Grand Lodge in the Vesg;y Room, near the parish
Church of Saint Martin’s, Westminster; where he was
attended by His Grace the Duke of Leinster, Grand
Master of Ireland; Lord Dundas, D. G. M.; James Agar,
P.D. G. M.; Lord George Lennox, S. G. W.; Lord H.
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John Churehill, J. G. W.; Earl Ferrers, P. G. M. for
Staffordshire ; as well as all the Grand Officers Present
and Past; several Provincial Urand Masters; and the
Masters and Wardens of many private Lodges.

The procession was then formed, and moved in the
following order, viz.: :

Police officers.
Military Band of Music.

o Tylers.
sg““dl‘ 2 The Banner of the Grand Lodge, g sﬁﬂgd.

The Wardens, Past Masters, and Masters of the several Lodges,
according to Rank, Juniors walking first.
Officers of Grand Stewards’ X
The Architect with the Plans.

{ A Comuooﬂ:,swith Corn, borne by the }

Grand
Steward.

Grand

ter of a Lodge.
Steward.

Two Ewers, with Wine and Oil, borne by
the Master of a Lodge. .
Grand Organist.

Q. Superintendant of Works. G. Director of Ceremonies.

Past Grand Sword Bearers. |
Past Grand Deacons.
- Grand Deacons of the Year.
Grand Secretary, bearing Book of Constitutions on a Cushion.
Grand Secretary, ing the Plate with the Inscription for the i
Foundation Stone.

Qrand Registrar, bearing the Great Seal. !
Past Grand Treasurers, |
Grand Treasurer, bearing a Phial, containing the Coins to be deposited ‘

in the Stone.
Past Grand Chaplains.
The Grand Chaplain, bearing the Sacred Law on a Cushion,
Past Grand Wardens.
Past Provincial Grand Masters.
Provincial Grand Masters.
Past Deputy Grand Masters,
The' Corinthian Light, borne b{ the Master of a Lodge.
The Oolumn of J. G. W., borne by the Master of a
The Junior Grand Warden, with Plumb Rule.
The Doric Light, borne by the Master of a
The Column of S. G. W., borne by the Master of a
The Senior Grand Warden, with Level.
The Deputy Grand Master, with the Square.
Grand {M. ‘W. Grand Master of Iteland, His Grace t.ho}
ran

Duke of LeinsTER, with the Mall, nsed by
Bteward.

Grand Master Sir dhristogher Wren on layi
the Foundation Stone of St. Paul’s Cat.hem

Grand
Steward.

' The Ionic Light, borne by the Master of a Lodge.
Grand § The Banner of H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, Grand
Steward. M. W. Grand Master. Steward.
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The Grand Sword Bearer.
Grand § H. R. H. THE Duxe or Svesex, M. W. Graxp) Grand
Steward. MasTER. Steward,
Two Grand Stewards. .
Grand ¢ The Standard of His Majesty King William the § Grand
Steward. Fourth, Patron of the Order. Steward.
Two Grand Stewards. :
Grand Tyler.

Stewards of the Hospital, with Wands.
Vice-Patrons and Vice-Presidents.
Stewaﬁ-ds, with Wands, 10
Trustees, Treasurers, Building Committee, an oers.
Stowards, with Wands,
Governors and Subscribers.
Stewards. with Wands.
Beadles.

When the head of the procession arrived at the place
where it was to halt, the Brethren divided to the right
and left, and faced inwards, forming an avenue for the
M. W. Grand Master to pass through, preceded by the
Steward of the Grand Patron and the Grand Sword
Bearer, and followed by His Royal Highness's Banner,
the Ionic Light, the Grand Master of Ireland, Deputy
Grand Master, and Grand Officers, who took their re-
spective situations on the platform. The Vice-Patrons
of the Institution, the Vice-Presidents, and the Building
Committee also took their places en the platform.

The stone was then raised, and, after the lower one
was adjusted, the Grand Secretary read, aloud, the
inscription engraven on the brass plate. The Grand
Treasurer then deposited the phial containing the coins
in the cavity of the lower stone, and the Grand Secretary
glaced the inscription plate over the mouth of the cavity.

he cement was then placed on the upper face of the
bottom stone, and the Grand Master ugusted the same
with a trowel handed to him for that pu . After
which the upper stone was lowered slowly, the band
playing ¢ Rule Britannia.”

The Grand Master then proved the just position and
form of the stone by the plumb, level, and square, which
were successively delivered to him by the Jumior and
Senior Grand Wardens, dnd the Deputy Grand Master.
Being satisfied in these particulars, His RO{al Highness
gave the stone three knocks with the mall, which was

elivered by His Grace the Duke of Leinster. The
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Cornucopia, containing the corn, and the Ewers, with
the wine and oil, were then handed to His Royal High-
hess, who strewed the corn. and poured the wine and oil
over the stone, with the accustomed ceremonies. The
Grend Master having inspected the plan of the intended
building, delivered the same to the Architect, together
with the several tools used in proving the position of
the stone, and desired him to proceed, without loss of
tihme,lto the completion of the work in conformity with
the plan.

The Stewards and Committee of the Hospital having
erected a very extensive platform, and also seats for the
accommodation of spectators, the ceremony was graced
by the presence of many Ladies of Noble Families, and
others of distinction, with a very numerous assemblage
of Gentlemen.

Oopyo(tholn.aiptionongnvegoqthoBrmPhﬂedepumd in the
tone. .

In the Second Year of the Reign of His
Majesty King William IV.,
This First Stone
of the

Charing Cross Hospital,
was laid in ample masonio fo
on the 15t% September, 1831,
by His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick
Dukk or Sussex, K. G., &c., &c., &c.
Grand Master of the Freemasons of England,
and Patron of the Institation. :

Decimus Burton, Esq., Architect. ,
Measrs. Howard and N ixon, Builders.

At the commencement of the year 1882, Sir John
Soane, Grand Superintendant of Works, reported to the
Grand Master that he had had the gratification to com~

lete, by order of the Grand Lodge, the New Masonic

all, as a temple to be devoted exclusively to Masonry.
That, notwithstanding every attention to economy, con-
sistent with the substantial erection of the building, the
éutlay had unavoidably been considerable. But, as an
ardent lover of the fraternity, he was anxious to con-
tribute’ his mite towards defraying the expense of a
structure consecrated to the purposes of the Craft, and
felt that he could not avail himself of a more appropriate
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time for so doing than the anniversary of the Grand
Master’s birth. And he accordingly enclosed a draft for
£500. At the Quarterly Communication in March,
therefore, it was unanimously resolved, that the Grand «
Lodge accepts with gratitude this munificent donation ;
and whilst tendering their thanks to Brother Sir John
Soane, for this renewed manifestation of his liberality
and zealous attachment to the Craft, the Grand Lodge
cannot but record, with feelings of brotherly and
affectionate regard, their esteem and approval of the
skill and talent displayed by him in the progress and
completion of the work.

The attention of the Craft about this time was directed,
by many Provincial Grand Masters, to the necessity and
benefit which may be derived from attending to the
authorized lectures at the stated Meetings of the Seciety,
because it has been found b{ experience that where they
are regularly delivered, a full attendance of the Brethren
is always ensured. For this purpose they have been
conveniently divided into sections and clauses, which
may occasionally be entrusted to talented Brethren, at
the will and pleasure, and under the direction of the W.
Muster. This is a practice which excites emulation, and
g;oduces industry amongst those who might otherwise

always indifferent. It encourages the timid Brethren
to exercise and improve their dormant talent; and is
frequently found to develope ability and zeal, which
might have for ever remained undiscovered and unknown.
To those who have witnessed the eagerness with which,
even Brethren of ordinary abilities have listened to the
masonic lecture, and the edification whieh it has pro-
duced, this duty will need no recommendation. But as
the practice of lecturing in the Provinces is very limited,
it was thought not altogether useless to point out its
cosntant and certain effects, that the Brethren might be
induced to enter on it with spirit and alacrity.

In many of the Country Lodges the Fellow Craft’s and

o Master Mason’s Lectures are not frequently delivered,
" and it is to be feared that there are some which advance
no farther than the simple qualification questions, or at
most, the reasons for certain particulars in our oere-
monials, which excite the curiosity and research of a
newly-initiated Brother. If, however, the Brethren were
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to consider the variety of important subjects both in
science and morals, history, tradition, and holy legend,
which the complete course of the three degrees embraces;
if they were to reflect on the sublime pathos of many
insulated passages in them all; and possess any taste for
the investigation of science, and its application to the
improvement of the human heart, they» would no longer
delay giving up some portion of their leisute to the study
and examination of the masonic lectures; and it is a
pursuit, that, if they once fairly embarked in it, would
prove a fund of instruction and amusement which would
amply repay their labour.

or want of a pr:s»er attention to this duty, at
numbers of Lodges had fallen into desuetude, and about
this time surrendered their warrants. Others were erased
from the books of the Grand Lodge for neglecting to
make their periodical payments to the Fund of Benevo-
lence ; or to account for the fees for registering newly-
initiated Brethren. Under these circumstances, it was
thought necessary to re-arrange the numbers; and for
this purpose notice was given at the Quarterly Commu-
nication in June, 1832, by the Grand Secretary, that, at
the next Quarterly Communication, the list of Lodges,
with the numbers altered accordingly and closed, would
be submitted for the further order of the Grand Lodge.
And it was accordingly ordered that the numbers of all
the Lodges on the record of the Grand Lodge be brought
forward in regular succession by filling up the numbers
which are vacant, caused by the erasure of Lodges at
various times.

It would be invidious to enumerate the astive and
intelligent Masons who, at this period, employed their
time and exercised their talents to promote the efficiency
of their respective Lodges, and by their laudable and
untiring exertions, conferred honour and popularity on
the Craft. The applause and satisfaction olp their own
minds constitute the highest praise, and the most valuable
reward. Their services, however, were not overlooked
by their masonic companions; and during the present

ear, several testimonials were presented to meritorious
rethren ; and, amongst the rest, a Past Master’s Jewel
to Brother Begbie, on retiring from the Chair of the Nep-
tune Lodge, No. 22; and a valuable silver snuff-box to

.
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Brother Barnes, as an expression of the sense which was
" entertained by the Brethren of his services as Honorary
Secretary, at the Nore Excursion, for the benefit of the
Royal Masonic Institution for Boys.

At the Quarterly Communication in March, 1833, the
Deputy Grand Master, Lord Dundas, informed the Breth-
ren that he was charged by the Duke of Sussex to present
to the Grand Lodge a marble bust of his present ﬁajest
King William the Fourth, the Patron of Masonry: sm{
in the name of his Royal Highness, to request their
acceptance of it. And also to present three gilt silver
trowels used by the Grand Master in laying the first
stones of the London University, the Licensed Victuallers’
Asylum, and the Charing Cross Hospital. On which it
was unanimously resolved, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be offered to the M. W. Grand Master for these
gracious gifts, which will ever be ranked amongst its
most valued possessions, and furnish to the Brethren an
additional proof of the constant regard manifested by his
Royal Higr ness to the best interests of the masonic fra-
ternity. They will remain a perpetual memorial of the
honours and protection conferred upon the fraternity by
having the Sovereigns of the country for its patrons, and
a Prince for its Grand Master; whose gifts establish the
important truth that the peculiar duties of a Freemason
will be best performed by endeavouring to follow his
example; proving that every institution by which educa~
tion may be promoted, want relieved, or calamity allevi-
ated, may rely upon the active support and co-operation
of the Grand Master of that Order, whose characteristic
principle is benevolence. .

In this year a question of great importance was decided
in Grand Lodge. The Boargr of General Purposes report-
ed, that a complaint had been dprefen'ed by a Brother
against & Lodge in the London district, alleging that he
had been initiated therein in the year 1817; but that the
Lodge had omitted to register his name with the Grand
Lodge, and consequently that he was unable to procure
a Grand Lodge certificate. Upon examination of the
books of the Lodge and its returns, it appeared that the
complaint was correctly founded. In answer to this
charge, the officers of the Lodge stated, that all the pre-
sent members had joined since the period of the Brother's
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initiation, and that, therefore, they did not eoneeive that
they were liable to the payment. The Grand Lodge
however, entertained a different view of the case; and it
was resolved, that every Lodge is responsible for the
peyment of all register fees and dues which they had
received, and that no lapse of time can exonerate a Lodge
from such liability. The Board, therefore, ordered the
payment of the register fees, which the Lodge paid
accordingly.

In September, 1833, His Royal Highness the Grand
Mester was graciously pleased to homour the Lodges at
Nottingham with a visit; for which purpose a Grand
Lodge being convened, was numerously attended by
Brethren from the adjoining provinces of Lincoln, Leices-
ter, Warwick, and Derby, from & sense of duty to His
Royal Highness as well as anticipated gratification to
themselves.

Present :

His Rovay, HigeNEss PRINCE AUGUSTUS FREDERICE DUXm OF
Sussex, K.G., &e., &c., &c. M.W.G.M., on the Throne.

R. W. Bro. Colonel Thomas Wildman, Prov. G. M. for Nottingham-
shire, as D.G. M.

V. W. Bro. W. F. N. Norton, Prov. 8.G.W., as S.G.W.

V. W. Bro. John 8trong, Prov. J.G.W., as J.G.W.

. Right Hon. Lord Rancliff, Prov. G.M. for Leicester-

Bro. Sir Frederick G. Fowke, Bart.,, P.8.G.W.
. Lord H. J. Spencer Churchill, P.8.G.W.
. I. M. B. Pigot, D. Prov. G.M. for Nottingham.
. William H. White, G.S.
. Bro. The Rev. Luke Jackson, Prov. G. Chaplain for Notts.
. Bro. J. 8mith Wright,. Prov. G. Treasurer.
. Henry Percy, Prov. G. Registrar.
. Edward Peroy, Prov. G. Secretary.
. Bro. Sansom, Prov. S.G.D.
. Bro. Ludham, Prov. J.G.D.
. Bro. James Fellows, Prov. G. Director of Ceremonies.
« Bro. Thomas Danks, Prov. G. Sword Bearer.
W. Bro. Captain B. H. Pigot, R.N.G. Pursuivaat.
The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of various Lodges.

At this Grand Lodge an address was presented to the
Grand Master, by Colonel Wildman, as Deputy Grand
Master, which stated, that ¢ the Brethren gladgr embraced
the onortunity thus afforded them of expressing to His
Royal Highness how deeply they.appreciated that frater-
nal countenance and support, which, as members of the
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CraRy, bave ever received from him. img full
oonﬁdemhat under the benefits of such inm anﬁ
example, the mystic, ancient, and universally extended
Order in which they had been enrolled, will not only in
this- province, but in every other under His Royal High.
ness’s guidance and control, continue to maintain the
exalted position it has already attained, and spread wider
and wider those blessings which it is so well calculated to
confer upon mankind.”

To which address His Royal Highness was pleased to
return the following answer :— .

B. W. Prov. Grand Master, Deputy Prov. Grand Master, Prov
Grand Wardens, and Brethren of the Prov. Gramd Lodge of the
County of Nottimgham:—I aocept with grest pleasure your expres-
sions of devotion to the. Craft, and of attachment and enoe
in me. .

Tt is only upon the assurance of the existence of such feelings, that
T can either expect to govern the fraternity, or hope to preserve that
harmony so necessary to the respeotability, the y, and the

perity of our Society.
pﬂﬁay the Great Architect of the Universe, under whose protection
we are here assembled this day, bless all your undertakings, till time
shall be no more.

From the Quarterly Communications of the Grand
Lodge for the year 1833, we gather the gratifying intel-
ligence, that Freemasong was improving in its finances,
and that the masonic Charities were unusually active;
affording comfort and relief to the widow and orphan who
were destitute of consolation from other sources; while
the aged and distressed Freemason, who, through una-
voidable misfortune, had been exposed to want, sickness,
infirmity, and disease, found his heart cheered and his
necessities supplied by the unostentatious bounty of those
worthy Brethren who had shared in his prosperity, or
who had united with him in happier days to trace
wisdom, and te follow virtue upon the sacred floor of the
Lodge. Various sums were voted to deserving objects
by the Board of Benevolence; while the Provincial Grand
Lodges were not backward in aiding the kind dezi‘gna of
private charity, to relieve the poor members of their

resfeotwe 1es. N

n all times, from the establishment of Freemasonry
in its present form, the Craft has been so far identified
with Speutive Masonry, as to be requested to afford its
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assistance, at the ceremony of laying the foundation
stones of public edifices. This distinetion is tacitly con-
ceded to the fraternity as a matter of courtesy if not of
right. And it is a custom which has kept Freemasonry
constantly before the ﬁublio. as an institution of general
utility connected with the usagee and observancés of
social life. As a body the fraternity attract attention by
the display which is indispensable on these occasions;
and inspire respect by the order and decorum which char-
acterize their general deportment. The rites of religion
always forming a constituent part of the ceremonial,
enlists the sympathies of thinking men in our behalf; and
the association of prayer becomes indelibly linked with
the formality of depositing the stone of foundation, in
the mind of the most indifferent observer. In September,
1838, the first stone of Jamaica Street Bridge, at Glasgow,
was laid with masonic honours. The different Lodges
which attended on that occasion, took the places assigned
to them in the Cathedral at eleven o’clock, the Brethren
being clothed in black with white stockings and gloves.
Divine service was performed by the very Reverend
Principal Macfarlen; the Anthems by Orme’s Church
Band ; and Messrs. Lithgow’s Vocal Band; after which
the procession Xassed down the High Street, along the
Trongate, and Argyle Street, down Jamaica Street, along
Clyde Street, to the side of the Bridge, where the foot
stone was levelled with solemn ceremonies.

From this period records are more abundant; and con-
sequently our account of the progress of Freemasonry
wi(h be more diversified and satisfactory. The establish-
ment of a periodical at the beginning of the year 1834,
a8 a depository for masonic information, has constituted
an egoch, from which Freemasonry may date its most
rapid and general advancement in the scale of social
improvement. By bringing the Order more clearly be-
fore the public, its advantages, as a moral and scientifio
institution, have become better known, and more univer-
sally admitted. The attention of thinking men has been
called to a consideration of its merits; and as they have
been more evidentlg developed, the science has been more
extensively admired. Complimentary tributes to worthy
and meritorious Brethren, as well as frequent calls for
countenance and assistance in consecrating the first stone
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of public buildings, are becoming of more constant occur-
rence, as will abundantly appear from the continuation
of these annals. Such facts cannot fail to prove that
Freemasonry occupies a higher station in popular esteem
than it di?a few years ago; and its success in the
prg:.inoes speaks the language of approbation and grati-
tu ,
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CHAP. IL.

History of the most remarkable events which occurred dunng
the Years 1834 and 1836.

Tiwus period opened unpropitiously foy the Craft, who
received with feelings of the most poignant sorrow, the
announcement that unfavorable symptoms of a grievous
calamity had displayed themselves on the person of His
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, who, as Grand
Master of Masons, had acquired the unfeigned affection
of the Brethren of all ranks and degrees. They heard
with regret that the si%ht of His Royal Highness was
visibly declining; and fears were entertained that his
vision would be wholly obscured. In his speech at the
birth-day celebration, the subject was alluded to in a
manner which excited the warmest and most heartfelt
sympathy. His Royal Highness observed that ¢ his
health, although improved since he last met them, was
not sufficiently re-established to admit of his attention
to many general duties which devolved upon him as a

ublic man; and that for the future he could hardly hope
to be enabled to preside at any other assemblies than
those of the Order, the interests of which were ever
neareat his heart. His sight,” he added, ¢ was materiall
affected : but whether in Lodge, or in the solitude of his
chamber, Masonry would ever receive his active and
gerious attention.” An oFeration was contemplated,
which prevented the usual attendance of His Royal
Highuess at the Anniversary Meetings of the Masonic
Charities.

In reference to some irregularities which occurred in
the Glee Room at a Grand Festival, as related in the
preceding chapter, His Royal Highness thought it expe-
dient to express his displeasure, that such occurrences
might in future be avoided. To effect this purpose,
he promulgated an order, stating that “as unpleasant
circumstances have occasionally arisen by Brethren
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endeavouring to obtain admission into the ‘Glee Ruom, on
the days of the various Masonic Festivals, to hear the

rofessional Brethren who are engaged to sing in the
f.adies’ room; and as these occurrenees have teuded to
the detriment of the Craft, the Grand Master feels him-
self called upon to direct that in future the attendance
of the professional gentlemen in that room should be
disgensed with.” '

his order, not being perfectly understood, caused _

some confusion in the subsequent arrangements made by
the Grand Stewards; and at a meeting of the (tovernors
of the Boys’ School, His Royal Highness condescended
to explain his meaning more particularly, on the motion
of Brother Lythgoe. - He said that ¢ the entertainments
had gradually assumed the character of a concert in the
Ladies’ room; and declared that he acted from informa-
tion, that, at the Festival of 1831, there had been irregu-
larities which could only be prevented by such measures
as would effectually check their repetition; and that on
the reeent prom gatiorr of his orders, he had personal
proof that it was necessary to exercise the power with
which he was invested. At the Boys’ Festival, his or
ders only went to stop the concert in the Glee Room,
and not to prevent those Brethren who had for a long
period en]j‘oyed the gdvilege of entrée from associating
with the Ladies. That, therefore, he was not answera-
ble for the conduct of others who had exceeded his
directions, doubtless from a mis-construction of thern;
although those directions were addressed to them in
writing to grevent their being misunderstood.”

‘About this time-circumstances of a public nature
transpired, which drew the attention of His Royal High-
ness to the subject of Masonic Registration, pursuant to
an Act of Parhament passed the 39th year of the Reign
of Geo. IIL., eap. 79. It appears that great numbers of
the Provincial Lodges had neglected to comply with the
terms of protection named in that statute.! To reme
an evil which might operate unfavourably for the institu-
tion, the Grand Master, with that paternal care which he
has always evinced for Freemasonry, and actuated, as he

! The forms and grovﬁsio;m of this Aot may be found in.the 14th
and 15th '.I!idil:ionss of Preston, p. 307.
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expressed himself at the Grand Festival of this year, by
a desire to preserve a due obedience to the laws by
which the Order has been protected and supported; and
to extend the respectability and high character of the
Craft, addressed the following communication to the
Masters of Lodges.

Freemasons’ Hall, London, April 29¢h, 1834,

‘We are especially commanded by the' M. W. Grand Master to
direct that you will immediately upon receipt of this, register with
the Clerk of the Peace for the County, Stewartry, Riding, Division,
or place in which your Lodge is situated, a correct list of the mem-
bers of your Lodge, with their titles, professions, trades, or business,
and also their residences; in which return you are also to state the
times and place of your meetings ; and ly;ou will forthwith apprize us,
for the Grand Master’s information, when you have oo:ﬁhed with
this direction. In default of your s doing, your lodge will be liable
to erasure.

For your guidance and instruction, a form of the return to be made
%0 the Clerk of the Peace acoompanies this.

By command of the M. W. Grand Master.
WiLriax H. WHITE, .8
Evw. HARPER, e

~ A notice of a benevolent project for erecting and en-
dowingl an Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons of
d character, was promulgated in the July number of
the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review for 1834. The origi-
nal sketch comprehended an union of the intended esta-
blishment with the existing charities or schools for the
male and female orghans o% Freemasons; and stated the
requisite amount of capital at £5000. Tbe conception
was noble, but the plan was undigested ; and subsequent
experience has modified its details, and placed it on the
basis of its own individual merits. The announcement,
however, was received by the Brethren with general ap-
probation, as a project of benevolence, worthy the great
and flourishing institution to which it was proposed to be
attached, and toawhich it would look for exclusive sup-
port; and many 1professiona of co-operation and assist-
ance were publicly avowed from the Lodges, as well as
from individual Brethren.
. The Brethren of the Strong Man Lodge, No. 54, cele-
brated their centenary at Putney, on the 3rd July, 1834.
It is an event which very few Lodges are blessed with an
opportunity of observing; and it is recorded to the
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honour of this , that during the whole of that
period, its Brethren have been faithful; the attendances
regular, and the finances flourishing. After the cloth
was drawn, the Worshipful Master, Brother G. W. Turner,
addressed the Brethren as follows.

¢ A century has elapsed since our Lodge was constituted. Death,
m destroyer, has, during that period, removed numbers of our
from this mortal state of existence. The memory of the
founders of our is entitled to our especial reverence, inasmuch
as they were men who were considered by the Brethren of that age
worthy depositories of our principles and privileges: those lprinciplel
they have transmitted to us, unsullied by any dishonourable act, and
those priv‘i'l;ies we now enjoy, unimpaired by innovation. It is,
therefore, with the deepest feelngs of respeot and venerstion, that I
now oall upon you to henour their memory with your approbation.’

A number of silver medals, which had been struck to
eommemorate the event, were distributed amongst such
of the Brethren as had distinguished themselves by their
zealous exertions as Masons and Members of the Stro
Maua Lodge, who received them with suitable acknow-
ledgments; and wear them as a proud trophy of merit
which will descend to their children, and prebably be

rodueed at the next centenary as memorials of the
lustrious dead, - .

Several new Lodges were constituted in the Provinces
-during the year 1834, and two new Halls dedicated to
Masonry; one at Dorchester, by Brother W. Eliot, Esq.,
D.P.GK{. for Dorset; and the other at Tiverton, b
Brother the Lord Viscount of Ebrington, M.P., P.G.M.
for Devonshire. These are events of great importance
in estimating the progressive advance of the Order, and
its moral influence in the hearts of its members.

An institution was formed in this year, which became,
in a very brief period, of great importance as a medinm
of communication with the Grand Lodge. The Masters’
and Past Masters’ Club was embodied, in December,
1834, to insure a full attendance at the Quarterly-Com-
mittees; and to facilitate the business of the Grand
Lodge, by a previous discussion of important motions
to be brought forward and disposed of there. In addi-
tion to the Masters and Past Masters of Private Lodges,
Provincial Grand Masters are eligible for admission to this
Club, which thus affords to the country Brethren an
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opportunity of masonic intercourse that cannot fail to be
wutually agreeable and beneficial. The institution
became extremely useful, inasmuch as on all questions of
importance the Provincial Brethren made a point of as-
sembling for the purpose-of discussion, and the interests
of both thus became agreeably identified.

Freemasonry in the Provinces smoothly and quietly
pursued its unostentatious course at this period; aug-
menting its resources, and inoreasing in re-{ectabili
and esteem. In the ceremonial of public works, indeed,
its aid was generally solicited to lend an apgearance of
form and seriousness to the proceedings. Schools and
charities were instituted-—and private benevolence cheer-
ed the hearts of the worthy distressed. Addresses were
forwarded to the Masonic Authorities couched in elegant
language; and the Brethren cultivated a taste for philoso-
phy and science.. These are wholesome sﬁmptoms of a
vigorous and fleurishing institution; and the ches at
Provincial Meetings shew that the learning and talent of
the united kingdom had been enlisted in behalf of this
hallowed science. The appointments.of our Provincial
Grand Lodges assumed a correctness of detail which is
unprecedented in the anmals of English Freemasonry.
Every officer appears in his proper clothing, and thus the
science in its decorations, its ceremonial, and its philoso-
phy, is without a rival. . _

At the annual Festival of the Palatine Lodge at Sun-
derland, December 29th, 1884, Sir Cuthbert Sharpe,
Bart., Worshipful Master, in the chair, a very gratifying
scene was presented. Immediately after dinner the
Orphan Boys of Masons, educated at the expense of -the
Lodge, were, according to custom, introduced and ex-
amined as to their progress in learning during the year,
and gave most satisfactory proofs of the proficiency they
had made. -The Palatine Lodge has set a noble example,
worthy the imitation of other Provincial Lodges; and a
similar school attached to the principal Lodge in every
county, would exhibit a moral lesson of Freemasonry
which the public could not refuse to understand.

We close the occurrences of the year 1834, with a
catalogue of the places where foundation-stones were

laid accompanied by masonic honours; and of public

nials presented to deservipg Brethren, as an ex-

-
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pression of gratitude for moral worth, and indefatigable
exertion in the great cause of Freemasonry. Of the
former there is only a single instance, which occwrred in
the month of June, when Brother W. Eliot, Eeq., D.P.
G.M. for Dorset, laid the foundation-stone of an embank-
ment at Weymouth, with the usual formalities. Of the
latter it is recorded that, in the mouoth of January, a
splendid masonic Jewel? was presented to Lord Durham,
P.G.M. for Durham; in February, two silvér trowels to
the members of the Lodge of Antiquity, by His Royal
Highness the Duke of Sussex; in June, a silver cup to
Brother Coe, the founder of the Excursion to the Nore,
for the benefit of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys,
which has proved very beneficial to that establishment;
and in December, a Royal Arch Jewel to Brother Fisher,
of the Scientific Lodge, Cambridge.

The complaint of his.Royal Highness the Grand
Master was not sufficiently advanced at the April ‘Quar-
terly Communication in 1835, to allow of an operation
being performed, although he was unfortunately afflicted
with a total loss of sight; and the Brethren received
the intelligence, that it was impossible for him to preside
at the meeting, with unaffected sorrow. The Grand
Master, however, consented to the humble request of

the Brethren, that he would allow himself to be put in .

nomination for the ensuing year, as well-grounded hopes
were entertained that a successful operation would
restore him to their wishes before the expiration of that
Eeriod. His election was carried by acclamation. The

arl of Durham, D. G. M., officiated in his absence, and
after dinner made an announcement that was received
with loud and continued cheering. He said :—

“I congratulate you upon the very great advances which Free-
masonry 18 making amongst all classes of men. In the metropolis it
flourishes; and the Provingial Brethren vie with those in London
both in numbers and respectability. It appears to me to be our

* This splendid testimonial was made by Brother Tate, of Regent-
street. It is oval-shaped, bordered with flowers in various tints of
gold, of exquisite workmansbip ; and in the centre, on a blue enamel
ground, is placed the square and compasses, with a star of five points
m brilliants. The design is chaste and elegant, and the effect very
striking. It bears the following inscription : ¢ Presented to the Earl
of Dur Provincial Grand Master, by his grateful Brethren, 21st
January, 1834.”




26 HISTORY OF

paramount duty to sustain and support Freemasonry; not simply be-
cause it is founded upon charity, benevolence, and piety ; but because
it enables men who are confessedly sepmte& by religious differences
or political dissension, conscientiously to meet in the calm serenity of
an untroubled scene, whatever may be their creed or political bias.
Freewasonry has, however, a still nobler aim—it associates the poor
and the 7ich upon terms of perfect equality, without a violation of
decorum, without offering the slightest interference with the regula-
tions of well-organized society. Surely the prevalence of such prin-
ciples must contribute to the prosperity of the country, by promoting
neral harmony, and uniting all classes in the strictest and closest
nds of concord.”

Some very extensive repairs, rendered necessary by
the giving way of its foundation, had just been com-

leted in the School House of the Royal Freemasons’

emale Orphan Scheol, at an expense amounting to
more than two thousand pounds. To meet this heavy
outlay, the Grand Master, by a public circular, called
the attention of the various Chapters and Lodges, and
also of the.individual members to the subject; relying
with confidence that they will not suffer this excellent
charity to decline from the effects of a misfortune,
attended with serious expense, which was as unavoidable
as it was necessary, The appeal was promptly an-
swered. The Grand Lodge contributed £100; the
Grand Chapter £60; and after the annual dinner.the
Brethren present subscribed £700. Brother . Bond
Cabbell gave fifty guineas, and many Private Lodges
contributed liberally. In a word, the masonic institu-
tions are nobly supported; for it is impossible, in &
society constituted en the principles of benevolence,
that the cause of the Orﬂ:.n can ever be abandoned.
Subsequently a general subscription of the whole Craft
was entered ihto for the purpese of making up the
deficiency. : .

At a meeting of the friends and subscribers to the
grojected Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons,

olden in the month of June, 1835, the following reso-
lutions were agreed to:— i

“That it is expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorious
but aged and decayed Freemason, by the erection of an Asylum to
receive him within its sanctuary.

‘ That this meeting, having heard statements produced in evidence
of the means g:saed by the Craft at large; are fully satisfied with,

and ooincide therein, and pledge themselves to exert their utmost
power in carrying the first resolution into 'practical effect.
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“That this meeting. receive, with the warmest feelings of masonic
gltltudo, the announcemeat from the Chairman, that the Right

onourable the Earl of Durham, D. G. M., has condescended to
become one of the trustees; and the heartfelt thanks of this meeting
are respectfullly offered to his Lordship, for this mark of his solicitude,
kindness, and protection.

“That the cordisl thanks of the meeting are most especially due
to William Willoughby Prescott, Eeq., for his ready acquiescence with
the request of the Chairman in being named as & {'rustee.

“That the inaugural festival of the Asylum do take place on the
3lst of July, under the direction of a Board of Stewards.” -

The centenary of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge was
celebrated in Freemasons’ Hall, in the month of Decem-
ber, the period of one hundred years having elapsed
since its actual constitution ; although from time imme-
morial it is understood to have existed as an association
of the most liberal, talented, and influential Brethren of
the Order. The Members evinced their sense of the
interest and importance of the occasion, by assembling
in great numbers; and the splendour of appearance
exhibited in the Hall, when the announcement of visitors
had ceased, can scarcely be imagined, as it formed one
continued blaze of crimson silk. After dinner, when
preposing the health of his Royal Highness the Duke
of Sussex, the W. Master, Brother Giraud, gave an
interesting outline of the details and proceedings of the
Lodge since it was embodied in Jupe, 1735 ; and con-
cluded with the following merited compliment to the
Grand Master :—

“] come to s distressing subject in announcing that His Royal
Highne#s bas been compelled to decline our invitation this evening,
on account of his want of sight. My Brethren, could he but have
witnessed our devotion to his sway, our veneration for his character,
our affection for his person, it might have cheered him in the eon-
tinuance of those exalted duties, which, may it please the Great
Architect, he may exercise for many years; it wauld convince him,
that however all Lodges may unite in respectful attachment, none
exceeds the Grand Stewards’ Lodge in those sentiments which form
the Mason’s pride, and become the Mason’s hope.”

In like manner the Old Union Lodge celebrated its
centenary in this year; to commemorate which the
Grand Master graciously conferred on the Members the
privilege of wearing a centenary Jewel.

In Scotland, Freemasonry having recovered from the
paralysis by which it had been overwhelmed under the
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pressure of political dissension, slowly progressed; and
the meetings of the Brethren bore a character of
solemnity and decency which afforded hopes of still
greater prosperity. The Scotch are a literary and sci-
entific people; and we do not therefore wonder that
the institution of Freemasonry, which is devoted to
these pursuits, should flourish and increase &émongst
them. Much anxiety was manifested to assimilate the
ractice of working, and conduct of the Lodges to the
English custom. Nothing appeared wanting at this
¥enod but some public charity, some benevolent
oundation, like the Orphan Societies of England and
Ireland, to show forth the practical working of the
Eystqm; and to afford the Brethren an opportunity of
isplaying the operation of Masonry in the heart, by
the liberality of the. hand, in contributing to relieve
the distressed and destitute of their own fraternity.
This deficiency was not unobserved by our Scottish
Brethren, nor was the day far distant when the means
were adopted of completing the triangle of benevo-
lence with the two Grand Lodged of England and
Ireland. : : ‘
At the festival in December, that very vemerable
institution, the Lodge of Melrose, whose antiquity is
only rivalled by that of the Mother Kilwinning, in Ayr-
shire, both dating their origin from the building of their
respective abbeys, by the bands of architectural Brethren
who traversed the country towards the middle of the
12th century, renewed their annual ceremony of march-
ing by the light of torches round the ruins of St. David’s
Pile. A band of music preceded the procession, play-
ing solemn airs. Nothing could be more singular and
impressive than the spectacle which here presented
itself. The red glaring light of the flambeaux, as it
flashed upon the pillars and projections of the ancient
abbey, discovering the grotesque figures and faces of
grinning monks, sculptured on the corbels and capitals
of many a mouldering arch, contrasted strikingly with
the deep mysterious gloom of the retiring asles and
eloisters, whose darkness, indeed, 'was ever and anon
partially illuminated as the singular procession passed
slong. Every step which the Brethren trod, as they
slowly advanced up the interior of the edifice, was upon
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hallowed dust. In the words of him whose name is
linked with that of the place—_ :
Beneath the lettered stones were laid
! The ashes of their fathers dead;
From many a garnished niche around
Stern saints and tortured martyrs frowned.

During this year the Brethyen in different parts of .the
kingdom were solicited to render their assistance to con-
secrate the ceremony of depositing the foundation stones
of public buildings. In May the first stone of the
Royal Victoria Arcade at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight,
was laid with. masonic solemnities by the Earl of Dur-
ham, D. G. M.; that of the Lander Pillar at Truro, in
June, by V. P. Robinson, Esq., D. P. G. M. for Corn-
wall; and in September, that of a monument to the
memory of Sir John Malcolm, at Langholm, in Scotland,
by Sir James Graham, P. G. M. for Cumberland.

Several testimonials to distinguished Brethren were
presented during this year. In January, a Silver Salver
to Brother Captain Baldwin, of St. Patrick’s Lodge,
Dublin; in March, a Silver Snufi-box to Brother Philip
Broadfoot, of the Lodge of Stability, London; in June,
a Silver Salver to Brother James Deans, P. S. G. W,
from the Grand Officers’ Club; and in August, a Jewel
of Gold to the Right Honourable Lord Monson, W. M.,
of the Surrey Lodge, Reigate; and a Massive Silver
gandelabmm to William Williams, Esq., P. G. M. for

orset. ' '
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CHAPTER IIIL
History of Freemasonry in the year 1836.

Tar year 1836 opened with a bright prospect for
Freemasonry. The Debt of -.the Grand Lodge was
liquidated ; the Schools were prosperous; the general
Fund of Benevolence was efficient; new: Lodges were
constituted in many of the Provinces; and, in a word,
the institution flourished in all its details. At the
Festival of the Boys' School, Bro: Lythgoe gave a
cheering account. He said, “& few years ago, thirty-
five boys only were educated, and the institution was in
a state little short of bankqutcy; but, by the liberality
of the Brethren, and the zeal of the Committee, at the
Eresent moment the number of children is increased to

fty-five, while the funded stock has reached £600.”
After dinuer the subscriptions exceeded 600 guineas. .

The most gratifying intelligence reached us this year,
that our holy science was progressing, and triumphing
over the bigotry which threatened its existence in
France. The sl‘liperior classes of society had taken an
interest in it, and extended to it their countenance and
patronage. A Grand Lodge was formed, at the head of
which was placed M. C. Fretéau de Peny, Pair de France,
Lieutenant Grand Commander and Venerable. At a
Grand Lodge holden at the beginning of the year, the
Earl of Munster, Sir John Ross, and Major Payne,
appeared as visitors, and were received with great
fraternal kindness and hospitality. ‘

In the New World also Freemasounry was reviving,
after a season of supineness on the one hand, and oppo-
sition and reproach on the other, which made it doubt-
ful whether it would not sink to rise no more. The
Grand Lodges in the different States were re-organized
about this time, and the following manifesto was issued
to the Lodges:—

“That the faithful members of the fraternity be exhorted to per-
severe in their fidelity; to observe the regular communications of



FPREEMASONRY. 81

their respective Lodges, and their prescribed modes of charity ;  to
maingain and self-respect : to discountenance all i lar assem-
blies of Masons, and scrupulously to avoid connecting Freemasonry
with any political controversies or speculations, being assured, not-
withstanding statements to the contrary, which may be made for
political effect, that the Grand Lodg{e of Maseachusetts is still in active
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