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PREFACE.

Taz objections which have been so unceasingly urged
against the institution of Free-Masonry, excited in me,
some years ago, 8 serious desire to obviate the general
and vague charges of envy and prejudice, by some formal
examination of the grounds on which they are founded.
Since this duty has been impressed upon my mind, I
have preached and printed many sermons in my official
capacity of Provincial Grand Chaplain for the county
of Lincoln, the tendency of all which has been chiefly
lirected towards this point. But I find, that while I
confine myself to answering peculiar objections I am
only applying a partial remedy to the evil. To stem the
torrent which is opposed to us, and effectually to divert
the course of its stream, is an undertaking of a more
broad and extensive nature: and it is only from an expo-
sition of the pure principles of the science, as it actually
existed in the primitive ages of the world, that a correct
idea of its beneficial tendency can be conveyed to the
mind of those who look upon Masonry as another name
for licentiousness and excess.

An ancient manuscript, in the handwriting of King
Henry the Sixth, gives the following definition of Mason-
ry :— Ytt beeth the skylle of Nature, the understond-
ynge of the myghte that ys hereynne; and its sondrye
werckynges, sonderlyche, and skylle of rectenynges, of



vi PREFACE.

waightes and metynges, and the true manere of facon-
nynge al thynges for mannes use ; headlye, dwellynges,
and buildynges of all kyndes, and al odher thynges that
make gudde to manne.” The same manuscript, which
was preserved in the Bodleian library, adds :—¢ Magonnes
havethe alweys, yn everyche tyme, from tyme to tyme,
communycatedde to mankynde soche of her secrettes as
generallyche myghte be usefulle; they hauethe keped
backe soche alleine as shulde be harmfulle yff they comed
ynn euylle haundes. Maconnes love eidher odher myghty-
lye, and yt may not odherwise be: for gude menne and
true, kennynge eidher odher to be such, doeth always
love the more as thay be more good.”

It is truly said that Masonry unites mankind in the
indissoluble bonds of sincere affection ; and if it snature
and origin be minutely considered, it will produce a per-
fect conviction, that when its fandamental principles are
strictly adhered to, it cannot possibly be otherwise. It
is not simply practical or operative, but speculative or
spiritual Masonry that produces this desirable communi-
cation. Our ornaments, furniture, and jewels are all highly
emblematical of some greater and more noble purpose
than the use to which they might be applied as instru-
ments of labour; and in this view it is, that though the
light may shine brilliantly amidst the darkness, yet it is
evident that the darkness comprehendeth it not.

I cannot but think (and I say it with the utmost
deference, as it involves some of the most refined and
honourable. feelings of human nature,) that the doubts

! The whole of this MS., with annotations by our countryman, the
learned Mr. Locke, is published in Preston’s * Illustrations of Ma-
sonry,” Hutchinson’s ¢ 8pirit of Masonry,” and other masonic
works.
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of conscientious brethren, respecting the propriety of com-
mitting masonic investigations to writing, have tended to
impede the study of Masonry, and have prevented the
science from carrying that conviction which an opposite
practice would have commanded.

It is true we enjoy every benefit derivable from oral .
communication, yet very great numbers of worthy and
good Masons, residing at a distance from the metropolis,
remain perfectly ignorant of the progress of Masonry in
the darker ages of the world. This is an evil to which
the Grand Lodge is fully empowered to apply a remedy.
Annual prize essays on masonic subjects, the establish-
ment of a respectable periodical magazine,® under the
mmediate auspices of the Grand Lodge, or even private
mcouragement or patronage to literary Masons, which
wur noble and royal brethren are well competent to
afford, would create a stimulus in defence of the Order,
which might produce the most beneficial results to
Masonry; and would certainly be a powerful and effi-
cient means of removing a portion of the unmerited
disrespect which is systematically cast upon us by the
uninitiated.

I am by no means prepared to admit the policy of
these scruples generally, which, indeed, appear to have
been a matter of regret to all good Masons, whose senti-
ments we have any opportunity of becoming acquainted
with. Dr. Anderson, who wrote the History of Masonry
by the command of the Grand Lodge, and whose book
was approved, both in manuscript and print, by two

% This desideratum has been supplied by the establishment of the
Freemasons’ Quarterly Review; a periodical which has realized my
most sanguine anticipations, by becoming the accredited organ of the
Craft in every quarter of the globe.
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separate decisions of that body,® laments that * several
valuable manuscripts concerning 'the fraternity, their
lodges, regulations, charges, secrets, and usages, par- -
ticularly one written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the Warden
under Inigo Jones, were too Aastily burnt by some scrupu-
. lous brothers, that those papers might not fall into
strange hands.”¢ And to this the editor of the lastest
edition affixes a note approved also by the Grand Lodge,
in which he eays, ¢ the rash act above related may be
ascribed to a jealousy in these over-scrupulous brethren,
that, committing to print any thing relating to Masonry,
would be injurious to the interests of the Craft: bw
surely such an act of felo de s¢ could not proceed from zeal
according to knowledge !’

I admit that there are many things in Masonry which
require to be sedulously concealed, and even derive a
superior value from such concealment; but I must con-
tend that great advantages would accrue from placing
the general truths of Masonry before the world, con-
nected as they are with the fundamental principles of
religion ; that thinking men, though not admitted amongst
us, may possess the means of investigating our preten-
sions, without being able to unravel the web in whose
meshes our peculiar secrets are carefully enfolded.

In this work the light actually shines in darkness. I
have blended the whole theory with the history of
Masonry so minutely, that the most penetrating eye
cannot discover a peculiar secret without the legitimate
key; and that key is—INiTiaTioN. I do not profess to
reveal the secrets of Masonry, or to convey any improper
knowledge to those who are not dignified with the name

$ March 25, 1722, and Jan. 17, 1793 ! Edit. 1784, p. 209,
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of Brother; mor have I any wish to be needlessly tech-
nical, or to involve the subject more deeply in mystery
than its nature demands; my only desire is to place
Masonry on tenable ground as a science, and to lend my
feeble aid, in the hope of wiping off the opprobrium too
frequently attached to its practice by those who, not
devoid of candour in other respects, join inconsiderately
in the cry agianst Masonry, without reflecting on its claims,
at least to respeoct, if not to praise and veneration. It is
not a proselyting system, it is not made up of plots and
conspiracies against peace and social order; it interferes
with no other institution, moral or religious; nor does it
take any part in the disputes and broils which period-
ically agitate and enfeeble the ecclesiastical or political
world. These negative merits should entitle Masonry to
some degree of consideration; at least they should pro-
tect it from that thoughtless and indiscriminate censure
with which it is too frequently overwhelmed. Its posi-
tive merits I do not press here, as they will be copiously
unfolded in the following pages, and will show that our
employment is neither puerile nor ridiculous; but that
it consists in critical investigations of human science,
history, and religious truth, enlivened by the sweet
influences of social converse and mutual communication
of happiness. :

Without descending to minute particulars, this may be
illustrated in a few words. The well-known symbols of
Masonry are the square and coMpassgs, which convey
the abstract means and end of - the science in the most
clear and comprehensive manner. The whole system of
man’s moral and social duties lies on a level, so far as
relates to his commerce with this world; but his duties
to God rise into & perpendicular, which united emblems
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form a perfect square. And hence the propriety of that
ornament to decorate the chief governor of the Craft, as it
points out the high responsibility which rests upon him,
not only to teach, but also to perform the great duties
which we owe to God and man® The compasses not
only describe the widely-extended circle of masonic bene-
volence, but also represent the boundless power and
eternal duration of the Creator and Governor of the uni-
verse. And thus it is clear that Practical Masonry, in its
most extended sense, is but a line extending from the
beginning to the end of time, while Specwlative Masonry
is a sphere without dimensions; it fills all space, extends
through all extent; its centre is every where, and its
circumference no where ; for Masonry is the only order
amongst mankind whose beginning and end are equally
involved in darkness. For as practical human Masonry’

§ One of the charges of Masonry, which is recited by the Master
immediately subsequent to the initiation of every candidate, contains
the following earnest exhortation :—

“ As a Mason, I would first recommend to your most anxions con-
templation the volume of the Sacred Law, charging you to consider
it as the unerring standard of truth and justioe, and to regulate your
actions by the divine precepts it contains. Therein you will be
tanght the important duties you owe to Gon, your NEIGHBOUR, and
YOURSELF. To God, by never mentioning his name but with that
awe and reverence which are due from the creature to his Creator;
by imploring his aid on all your lawful undertakings, and by looking
up to Him in every emergency for comfort and support. To your
neighbour, by acting with him upon the square; by rendering him
every kind office which justice or meroy may require ; by relieving his
distresses, and soothing his afflictions ; and by doing to him as, in simi
lar cases, you would wish him to do to you. And to yourself, by such
a prudent and well-regulated course of discipline as may best con-
duce to the preservation of your corporeal and mental faculties in
their fullest energy; thereby enabling you to exert the talents
wherewith God has blessed you, as well to his glory as to the welfare
of your fellow-creatures.”

.
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comprehends the whole human race, wherever they may
be dispersed under the wide canopy of heaven, in one
great scheme of social benevolence, so Speculative,
Divine Masonry comprehends the whole Creation, from
the meanest of God’s works, through the progressive
scale of being, and the peopled regions of unlimited
space, to the heavenly mansions of eternal day.

I have endeavoured, in the following disquisitions, to
define these two essential parts of Masonry as minutely
as possible, because their separation led to errors of the
most deplorable and fatal nature, introduced idolatry,
with all its attendant train of defilements, amongst man-
kind, and offered sacrifices to the spirits of darkness on
altars stained with human gore. In successive ages of
the world, Masonry alternately emitted a brilliant lustre,
or shrunk into obscurity, as the varying shades of a dete-

_riorated worship might preponderate, or casually give
way before the effulgent blaze of truth. The five Periods
which I have selected for illustration, have been equally
distinguished by the Practice of Masonry, considered in
the perfect union of its operative and speculative forms.
This union is essential to Masonry; and the component
parts of each are so blended in all its disquisitions, that
they can only be separated by a total renunciation of our
belief in the existence of a God, and the consequent
rejection of the doctrine of a future state. And these
results did always follow the unnatural severing of Ope-
rative and Speculative Masonry.

These Periods occupy a space of three thousand years;
and I have selected them for illustration, because, it is
generally believed that Masonry took its rise at the
building of King Solomon’s Temple. To show that
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Masoury existed in its most perfect form before that
event, is a sufficient refutation of the opinion. Itis true
the building and history of that most celebrated edifice
furnish matter for illustrations of great interest among
us, which spring from various causes, and particularly as
the two grand divisions of Masonry, which had been long
separated, became re-united at that period, and the Art
was consequently revived, and shone in its full lustre.
A new arrangement of the system was at this time ren-
dered necessary by the occurrence of a most melancholy
event; which arrangement Mﬁsonry retains to this
day.

The attepnpt which I have made, how imperfect
soever, to vindicate Masonry from the sneers of erudi-
tion, and the irreverent sallies of wit, may induce others,
possessing greater leisure and more extensive means of
information, to take up the pen in her behalf. The
incessant attention which the more weighty and indis-
pensable duties of my profession demand, has left me
little time for deep and elaborate research. What I
have produced is the mere offspring of relaxation; and if
it should stimulate others to pursue the same track, my
purpose will be fully accomplished: for Masonry, the
more it is examined, the more beautiful it becomes; and,
like the purgation of a precious metal, it rises from each
successive ordeal with renewed claims to our admlratlon
from its augmented brilliancy and worth.

Masonry has no point, part, or secret, which does not
illustrate some valuable truth, or recommend some
amiable precept of religion. The furniture of our pedes-
tal plainly intimates that the object of all our researches
is the glery of God; the end of all our illustrations,
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happiness in a fature state. The many dignified names*
which grace our annals, sufficiently prove that our insti-
tion is of the most social and beneficial tendency. No
age has exceeded the present in the extent of its illustri-
ous patrons, who dare not stoop to sanction vice, or lend
their influence to the promulgation of fraud and decep-
tion, The Royal Brothers, united in our behalf, afford

¢ The following chronological list of Grand Masters and Patrons,
from the time of the Anglo-Saxons, will be a decizive testimony that
the Order contains nothing repugnant to civil or religious liberty :—
A.D.
597 Austin the Monk.
680 Bennet, Abbot of Wirral.
856 8t. Swithin.
872 King Alfred.
900 Ethred, Prince of Mereia.
928 Athelstane.
957 Dunstan, Archbishop of thrbnry
1041 Edward the Confessor.
1066 Gondulph, Bishop of Rochester.
1100 Henry I.
1135 @Gilbert de Clare, Marquis of Pambroks.
1155 The Grand Master of the Templars.
1199 Peter de Colechurch.
1216 Peter de Rupibus, Bishop of Winchester
1272 Walter Giffard, Archbishop of York.
1307 Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Exster.
1327 Edward III.
1357 William & Wykeham, Bishop of Winchester.
1375 Bimon Langham, Abbot of Westminster.
1377 William 3 Wykeham, again.
1400 Thomas Fitz Allen, Earl of Surrey.
1413 Henry Chichely, Archbishop of Canterbury.
143 William Waynfleet, Bishop of Winchester.
1471 Richard Beauchamp, Bishop of Salisbury.
1500 The Grand Master of the order of St. John. chryV'ﬂv
Patron.
1502 Henry VII.
1515 Cardinal Wolsey.
1530 Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex.
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an irresistible evidence that we are not guilty of disloyalty
or treason; and the universal diffusion of Masonry at this
day proclaims to the rest of mankind, that its pedestal is
Religion; its shaft, Morality; and its capital, Virtue;
the whole surmounted by a beautiful entablature of uni-
versal Charity; that it strongly incites us to ‘honour all

men, to love the brotherhood, to fear God, and to honour
the king.”

1548 John Touchett, Lord Audley.

1549 Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset.
1552 John Poynet, Bishop of Winchester.
1560 Sir Thomas Sackville.

1567 Sir Thomas Gresham, in the South.
1567 Francis Russell, Earl of Bedford, in the North
1580 Charles Howard, Earl of Effingham.
1588 George Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon.
1603 King James I., Patron.

~—— Inigo Jones, Grand Master.

1618 William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke.
1685 King Cbarles I.

1630 Henry Danvers, Earl of Danby.
1633 Thomas Howard, Earl of Arundel.
1635 Francis Russell, Earl of Bedford.
1636 Inigo Jones, again.

1643 Henry Jermyn, Earl of St. Albans.
1666 Thomas Savage, Earl of Rivers.
1674 George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham.
1679 Henry Bennett, Earl of Arlington.
1685 Sir Christopher Wren.

1698 Charles Lenox, Duke of Richmond.
~—— 8ir Christopher Wren, agsin.

1717 Anthony Sayer, Esq.

1718 George Payne, Esq.

1719 Dr. Desaguliers.

1720 George Payne, Esq., agsin.

1721 John, Duke of Montagu.

1722 Philip, Duke of Wharton.

1728 The Duke of Buccleugh.

1724 The Duke of Richmond.
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Such a system, which occupies a situation at least
equally elevated with any human institution, is calcw-
lated to expand our benevolence, to extinguish animosi-
ties, and to destroy all unimportant differences amongst
mankind. This, indeed, is the true cement and intention
of Masonry, which embraces all the graces and perfections
of holiness ; .unites mankind in the sirictest boads of
amity, as children of a common parent; and incessantly
urges them to ask, that they mav have; toseek and they

1725 The Earl of Abercorn.

1726 William O’Brian, Earl of Inchiquin.
1727 Lord Coleraine.

1728 Lord Ki

1729 Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk.
1731 Lord Lovel.

1732 Anthony Brown, Viscount Montacute.
1733 The Eaxl of Strathmore.

1734 The Earl of Crawford.

1785 Thomas Thynne, Viscount Weymouth.
1736 John Cambell, Earl of Loudon.

1738 H. Brydges, Marquis of Canm-wn
1739 Lord Raymond.

1740 The Earl of Kinton.

1741 The Earl of Morton.

1742 John Ward, Lord Dudley and Ward.
1745 James, Lord Cranstown.

1747 Lord Byron.

1752 John, Lord Carysfort.

1754 Marquis of Carnarvon, again.

1757 Sholto, Lord Aberdour.

1762 Washington 8hirley, Earl Ferrers.
1764 Lord Blaney.

1767 Henry, Duke of Beanfort.

1772 Robert Edward, Lord Petre.

1777 George, Duke of Manchester.

1782 H.R.H. Frederick, Duke of Cumberland.
1790 H.R.H. George, Prince of Wales.

1813 H.R.H. Augustus Frederio, Duke of Sussez, at the Union.
1843 The Earl of Zetland, Acting.
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shall find; and to knock that the door may be opened
unto them. And this is the conclusion that Masonry
draws from all her illustrations: he who practises all the
virtues thus recommmended in yarra, will rejoice in Horr,
be in perfest cmamrry with all mankind, and finally
veceive a PAss-worD into the Grand Lodge above, where
pescs, order, and harmony eternally preside.
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ANTIQUITIES

FREE-MASONRY.

PERIOD L

CHAPTER 1.
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.
Of Masonic Tyadition.

“ THe true stress of tradition lies in an appeal to the
common sense of all mankind. It is a reliance upon the
testimony of men, considered as men, and not as persons
of this or that people or persuasion, actuated by princi-
ples implanted in that nature which the whole species
partake of, and not influenced by the power of such as
are peculiar to an{ particular community or religion.”

On this principle have the traditions of Masonry been
transferred from father to son,-along with the knowl
of God’s eternal existence and the immortality of the
soul. Before the time of Moses tradition could scarcely
err, and that legislator modelled Masonry into so perfect
a system, and circumscribed its mysteries by lam£:arla
so significant and unalterable, that from him its trans-

! ’s Boyle Leet.
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mission was little liable to perversion or error?! The
length of life, in the early of the world, was such,
that oral tradition, in general, might be safely relied on,

groceediuiI to Amram, the father of Moses, as it did, from
- Joseph, who received it from Isaac, who received it from
Abraham, to whom it was communicated by Shem, who
bad it from Lamech, and to Lamech it was revealed by
Adam. The Samaritan Pentateuch makes the communi-
cation still more direct, by placing Adam as contemporary
with Noah.

Bishop Tomline inquires, with his usual penetration
and judgment :—Could the grandchildren of Jacob be

ignorant of their own pedi and of the time when
they came into Egypt we think that so many

remarkable circumstances as attended the selling and
advancement of Joseph could be forgotten in so short a
time? Could Jacob be ignorant whence his grandfather
Abraham came, especially, as he lived so long in the
country himself, and married into that branch of the
family which was remaining there? Could Abraham be
ignorant of the Flood, when he was contemporary with
and descended from Shem, one of the eight persons who
escaped in the Ark? Could Shem be ignorant of what
passed before the Flood, when Adam, the first man, lived
80 near the time of Noah? And could Noah be ignorant
of the creation and fall of man, when he was contempo-
rary with those who conversed with Adam 7"

? Howard thinks it extraordinary that every remarkable event
which actaslly occurred in the infancy of the world should have been
socurately preserved by idolatrous nations, how widely soever the;
had departed from that peculiar people to whom the conservation o
the antedeluvian history was committed. A son of the first man was
violently a;uultod and slun“ky his brother, as we are told by Moses.
Acoordingly, other nations Have a corresponding tradition. Sancho-
niatho has ieoorded that a son of Uranus wfsmshlled by his brothers.
In Diodorus we find Hesperion meets a similar fate ; and the Persian
annals represent Siameck, the son of Cai Amurath, the first king of
Persia, as being killed by giants. (Th on the Structure of the
Globe, p. 229.) There is, however, ing very extraordinary in
the naked fact. The outline of the history of the antediluvian world
was known to the family of Noah, and oonse;nenﬂy to their immediate
descendants, the Cuthites of Shinar. And when the language was
eonfounded, the memory of all the principal events would remain,
sad be transmitted tx'everyh-ibe ich wandered thence 9 people
the distant parts of the earth.

8 EL of Theol., part 1, ehap. 1,
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Oral tredition is fairly admissible when its subjeet
contains nothing improbable or inconsistent with Scri
ture or reason; and the traditions of Masonry, tried
this standard, will be possessed of irresistible claims to
our belief. But in matters of religion, as we possess a
book of revelation to regulate our faith and practice, it
must be carefully rejected, because the Seriptures con-
tain every thing necessary to salvation; and the passions
and contending interests of men would induce such
numerous perversions, as would place our hopes on too
precarious a basis. A most remarkable instance of this
perversion occurs in the extraordinary oblivion of God’s.
power and providences, as well as the degeneracy of
man, which so rapidly succeeded the Deluge amongst the

ity of Ham. It ap from the testimony of
choniatho, whom Eusebius and Theodoret of

as an accurate and faithful historian, that in the time of .
Thoth, the son of Mizraim, an acknowledgment of the
power of God in the creation of the world, and of his
vengeance sfninst idolatrous pursuits displayed in the
universal De uie, was disallowed and prohibited. In his
Cosmogony, which was professedly compiled from the
records of the Cabiri, the sons of (2vdix) Melchizedek or
Shem, the production of the world is described as pro-
ceeding from a heterogeneous mixture of wind, air and
mud, or putrefaction. After a visionary account of the
creation, the secretaries of Thoth are wholly silent about
the Deluge, which creates a suspicion that their silence
is rather the effect of design than ignorance; for, they
acknowledge that Cronus (Ham) was living after the
death of his son Misor (Mizraim); and placed Thoth, the
reputed author of these Records, on the thronme of his
father, in Egypt. Now as Ham was one of those who
miraculously escaped the general destruction, it can
scarcely be supposed that he would conceal so remark-
able an event from Thoth, who was his private and
confidential adviser. But as they intended to erect
themselves into objects of divine adoration,! they erased
that great event from their Records, lest mankind should

¢ « Cronus begat on Rhea seven ms,the?oungutofwhiohm

oonsecrated a god as soon as he was born !"'—8anch. in Eused. de
Prep.1.1,0.10. This infant deity, acoording to the best anthorities
was Muth, whom the Pheenicians call Pluto.
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be confirmed in their adherence to the true worship, by
the recollection of so fearful a display of vengeance
inflicted on the human race for idolatrous practices.

The facts of the creation, and the destruction of man-
kind by a general Deluge, were, however, too important
to be buried in utter oblivion, even by 300(»&5 nations;*
and, therefore, as they were unequivocal testimonies of
God’s infinite power and justice, they were hid under
the impenetrable veil of mystery, which overshadowed
the knewledge of the one true God. Thus the elevation
of a ship formed a prominent ceremony in these mys-
teries, which, though not explicitly applied to that event,
could have no significant reference to any thing but
Noah’s salvation in the ark : and to involve the subject
still deeper in mystery and darkness, innumerable fables
were invented and engrafted on the true account of that

. memorable occurrence, which perplexed even the Epopte
themselves; and, by direoting their inquiries into a false
channel, prevented a discovery of the truth.®

Thus was the knowledge of this event obscurely
transmitted in the heathen world. The Deluge was a
circumstance, which, though omitted in the public

§ The cosmogony of Hesiod is the most ancient system extant
the Greeks. He makes Chaos de Earth, Tartarus, and

Love, and the father of Darkness and Night; who, in like manner,
were the progenitors of Day and Ether. But Night was the mother
of all obnoxious qualities, as Disoord, Old Age, and Death. Then
follows a series of complicated theogounies, which it is far from my
intention to follow, including numerous allegorical personages, blended
with the record of wild adventare; all of which have some remote
symbolical reference to the process of creation, as it is described by

oses.
¢ « A ovin of Philip the elder, which was struck at Apamea, of
Cibotus, contained, on its reverse, an epitome of this history. The
reverse of most Asiatio coins relates to the religion and mytho)
of the places they were struck at. On the reverse of this ocoin is
delineated a kind of square machine floating upon water. Through an
opening in it are seen two persons, a man and a woman, as low as the
breast, and upon the head of the woman is a veil. Qver this ark is a
i kind of pediment, on which there sits a dove; and below
it another, which seems to flutter its wings, and hold in its mouth &
small branch of a tree. Before the machine is a man following a
woman, who, by their attitude, seem to have just quitted it, and have
upon dry . Upon the Ark itself, underneath the
"era inclosed, is to be read, in distinot characters, NOE."—Bryant's
Ll ’
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records of many nations, was never wholly lost.” Their
theories were, indeed, much varied as to the attendant
ciroumstances, but oral tradition was sufficient to preserve
its memory alive. Not only the Egyptians, with all the
caution of their early monarchs to suppress it, and, after
them, the Grecians and Romans,® and all other nations
who adopted their theology, but the Chinese, the
Japanese, the Persians, the Hindoos, and even the Indians
of North and South America, have abundant theories
sufficiently circumstantial to evince that they possess a
traditional account of the Deluge of Noah.?

Antediluvial Masonry depending in a great measure
upon oral tradition, from the paucity of records ascending
to these ages, some degree of conjecture must neoessarily
be used; but these conjectures, at all fimes, however .

¥ Thus Berosus says:—¢ Xisuthrus did not disobey the divine
command, but built a vessel five furlongs in length, and two farlo
in breadth ; and having got all things'in readiness, put on board
wife, children, and friends. After the flood was at the height, and
began to abate, Xisuthrus let out certain birds (viz., a raven and a
dove, Gen. viii., 7, 8), which, finding no place to rest on, returned
in to the ship (ver. 9). After some days (vis., seven days, ver.
10), he let out the birds again, but they came back to the ship a
second time, having their feet danbed with mud (the dove with an
olive branch in her mouth, (ver. 11) ; but being let out the third time,
they returned no more to the ship (ver. lg), whereby Xisuthrus
that dry land had appeared (ver. 13). Then he opened
the side of the ship, and seeing that it rested on a certain mountain
the summit of Ararat, ver. 4), he went out of it with his wife, and
sughter, and Pilot; and after he had worshipped the earth, and
built an altar, and sacrificed to the Gods (ver. 18-20), he, and those
who went out with him, disappeared.” .
¢ Lucian is equally explicit. He says:— The rivers swelled an
the sea rose to an un h:?ht, until the whole earth was inundated ;
and all living things perished, except Deucalion and his friends, who
alone were left preserved, on account of his wisdom and piety. His
safety was ensured by means of an ark which he built, into which he
embarked with his ohi and their wives. Then, there came to
him swine, and horses, and lions, and serpents, and other land animals,
all in pairs. These remained &erkoﬂy innoxious, and great unanimity
pren&d among them. So they remained in the 80 long as the
water prevailed. After this, the waters subsided into a great chasm
in the country of Hierapolis; and there Deucalion built altars, &o.”
® Their respective theories are too copious to be cited here; I must
therefore refer the curious Mason to * Bryant’s System of Mythology,”
% Perron’s Zendavesta,” ¢ Nieuhoff's Voyage to Brazil,” ‘Acosta’s
History of the Indies,” and * Faber's Dissertation on the Mysteries
of the Cabiri,” where he will find this subject fully treated on.
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distinguishable from fact, being founded on the strongest
and most irrefragable supposition, will amount to nearly
the same thing as direct proof.

The knowledge of the ancient philosophers was all
traditionary. Even Pythagoras and Plato, eminent as
they were in those dark ages, can scarcely be said to
have broken the trammels, and delivered any thing but
what they received on the authority of others; for it
was an industrious and indefatigable collection of ancient
trad{‘tlions which distinguished them from the rest of the
world.

Tradition ought to be received as genunine when the
parties delivering it ate not su?)ected of being them-
selves deceived, or of a wish to deceive their successors.
And this may be presumed of the Hebrew Patriarchs,
through whom, alone, Masonry is asserted to have been
truly transmitted; for its deterioration and ultimate
oblivion among idolaters is unequivocally admitted.
But, if the Patnarchs believed Masonry to contain some
truths inseparably connected with their religion, it is
sca.rcelﬁ possible to supgose they could be deceived in
its application; nor can they be reasonably accused of a
desire to deceive posterity in a matter which was digni-
fied with the same high sanctions as their faith and
worship. Hence the traditions on this subject were
preserved and conveyed the more carefully, because its
essentials, even after the invention of letters, could not
be committed to writing. The channel being pure, the
stream was unadulterated.

‘“ Ancient traditions have often afforded occasional
assistance to history, by stepping in to supply the want
of existing monuments and records; and even at this
time, in remote countries, where letters are little, if at
all, known, common tradition hands down past events
with an artless sincerity, sometimes wanting where such
advantages are liable to be perverted for indirect purposes.
But masonic traditions stand upon much firmer ground;
the chief bond of connection among Masons in all
having been Fiperrry. It is well known that in former
times, while learning remained in few hands, the
ancients had several institutions for the cultivation of
knowledge, concealed under doctrinal and ritual mys-
teries, that were sacredly withheld from all who were
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not initiated 1nto a participation of the privileges they
led to, that they might nol!:’be prostituter:: the vulgar.
Among these institutions may be ranked that of Masonry;
and its value may be inferred from its surviving those revo-
lutions of ment, religion, and manners that have swal-
lowed up the rest. And the traditions of so venerable an
institution claim an attention far superior to the loose
oral relations or epic songs of any uncultivated people
T Overative Maso cherished by the E
tive nry was cheris the tians,
whoprzneeived it froz their great progenitor ﬂl’m,"
the grandson of Noah. He displayed his masonic skill
and taste for the liberal arts, by building the magnificent
cities of Memphis and Theba tiee: the latter called
by the Greeks Diospolis, and by the Jews Hammon No.
e learn also from hieroglyphical inscriptions, which still
exist on Egyptian monuments,'* that Speculative Masonry
was originally known amongst that people, though after-
wards deteriorated to advance a different interest—the
propas'ntion of idolatry. Our claims to antiquity, how-
ever, do not rest ugon the exclusive authority of these
inscriptions, though they are adduced as a corroborative
proof of the existence of Masonry in the ages immediately
Poaterior to the Flood; the principal evidences being
ound amongst that people who preserved the true
worship of God.»

1* North. Const., part 1, chap. 1.

'! This name is said by Boochart to be derived from the Syriao
word x=wn Mizra, Free.

'* The Lectures of Spineto have thrown much light on this subjeet,
He has condensed, with great labour, & mass of ing matter
from the publications of the Society of iquaries, and of many
learned individusls—the discoveries of Dr. Yo labours of
the indefatigable Champollion—the monuments of all sorts which
have been imported into great oollection of Egyptian
Antiquities in the British Museum, and the magnificent descriptions

ich travellers of all nations have given of the majestic and wonder-
ful ruins existing throughout Nubia and Egypt; and has thus rendered
a service to litarsture which will convey his name with honour to

posterity.

13 Of these insoriptions candowr obliges me to remark, that their
intewprehﬁmboingrﬂhoroqtﬁmd,thoymbympem.oorhin
criterion of masonio truth ; ] ly as the institution is founded
on those leges non scripie, which are unsttainable by all mankind
excepting the initiated. The tropioal hieroglyphic, used fior ganecal
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Our secrets embrace, in a comprehensive manner,
human science and divine knowledge; they link mankind
together in the indissoluble chain of sincere affection;
and, which is of far greater import, they incite to the
practice of those virtues which may do much towards
securing happiness in a future state. It cannot, then, be
denied that such valuable secrets might be truly trans-
mitted by oral tradition, when it is admitted that the
idolatrous mysteries were actually transmitted through
the same medium for the space of two thousand years,
and only sunk into oblivion with the systems they were
established to uphold. Now Christianity, or the system
of salvation through the atonement of a crucified Media-
tor, was the main Fillar of Masonry at the fall of man;
and there is, therefore, every reason to believe that it
will exist until the final dissolution of all sublunary
things; and shine together with perfected Christianity,
in the glorified state of blessedness for ever and ever.

Masonic tradition could only be pure when united with
the true worship of God; and hence it was miserably
perverted amongst idolatrous nations, until nothing re-
mained, after this worship was rejected, to serve the

purposes, was easily comprehended ; bat the subsequent introduction
of the tropical symbol cast the veil of secreoy over their knowledge,
and was employed for the purpose of concealing their sacred mys-
teries from common observation. But the tropical symbol was a very
late imglrovement on the system of hierog}yphicd writing : for the
proper 'e{:flyphio was used many ages before the tropical symbol
was invented, and possessed a significant meaning generally under-
stood, and adapted to the same purpose as modern letters; to per-
petuate a knowledge of past events, and to record the wisdom and
experience of every age, for the benefit of posterity. The early
hicrooglyphics of a very simple construction, their meaning was
not of that dou character which rendered the subsequent use of
enigmatic symbols so difficult of comprehension. And if Maso
rested its claims to antiquity, as some have unlearnedly pretend
on the unlimited oconstruction which might be given to these vague
and m!stm-ious records, it would be impossible for the most zealous
and indefatigable Mason to trace the science back to the antediluvian
ages, amidst the darkness of ignorance and barbarity which over-
;presd a great portion of the globe, at various periods, and under
orbidden forms, from the Deluge to the fall revelation of Christianity.
But the traditions of Masonry require not the feeble and adventitious
aid of ancient hieroglyphios: they possess an internal evidence of
truth which no argument can supersede, no sophism overwhelm,
and no incredulity can dissipate.
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P of ambition and pride, but the simple belief of
the soul’s existence in a fature state, tog;;her with the
general principles of Operative Masonry. These were pre-
served amidst the increasing degeneracy of mankind,
and their apostacy from God and true religion.*

Stillingﬂl::: lays this down as an axiom :— There is
no certain credibility in any ancient histories which seem
to contradict the Scriptures, nor any ground of reason
why we should assent to them when they differ from the
Bible)™ This observation will equally apply to Free-
masonry. If its traditions were in any respect op:
to religion, or its Erecepte at variance with the Holy
Bcriptures, it ought to be rejected as unworthy of
credibility or attention. On this ground the cause of
Masonry rests, and it is a foundation firm and immovable
as the basis of our Holy Faith; for nothing can be per-
manent, nothing successful, except it be grounded on
religion. Hence, when idolatry assumed its empire over
the world, the most sublime and beautiful part of
Masonry receded from the view; and when a false
worship degenerated into little better than atheism, it
became obscured amidst the same mazes of intellectual
darkness, and, like certain mysterious secrets, was lost to
heathen nations; until, by the practice of Operative
Masonry, in building an actual edifice to the true God,
Aaure recovered .

As a man loses not his reason, sensibility, or activity
of intellect by the loss of a limb, so Masonry, though,
amidst the increasing atheism of the world, it suffered the
loss of many noble members, was never wholly obliterated.
Enfeebled by the degeneracy of mankind amongst :J)os-
tate nations, its essence was, nevertheless, preserved by

1 That the early idolaters believed in a resurrection and s future
stato, is deducible from their practice of deifying dead men; for
without a renewed existence they could not have been expected to
aid their worshippers, either by conveying blessings or averting mis-
fortunes. But we are furnished with positive authorities in proof of
this fact. Herodotus informs us that the Egyptians maintained the
immortality of the soul. Tully says that the wisest of the heathen
philoxfhm taught the same dootrine; and Homer took it for
grauted that the soul’s existence in an after state, either of misery
or happiness, according to the deeds done in this life, was a doctrine
universally admitted by all the world.

¥ Orig. Sacr., 1. 1, 0. 1.
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that small race of men who adhered to the genuine wor-
ship of God. Hence, though one of its general grand
divisions sunk with the knowledge of God, the other
suffered no material deterioration; because, when the
former was finally restored by Jesus Christ, the latter,
having received accessions of strength in almost every
age, was in the maturity of its vigour and excellence.

Masonry was known and practised under the pame of
Lux, or its equivalent in all la es used since the
creation ; and they who search for 1ts existence, in its true
and spiritual form, amongst idolatrous Operative Masons
in the early ages of the world, may expend much time
to a fruitless purpose, and help to confound our science
with many systems at variance with its great and pro-
minent designs, though apparently founded on the same
basis. It is true that many eminent men professing the -
science of Lux, which includes a knowledge of all other
sciences, applied it to an operative purpose, and united
in the construction of magnificent edifices; but as they
chiefly sought their own private interests or emolument,
it is no wonder that the true principles of Lux were sacri-
ficed, founded as they are on the belief and acknowledg-
ment of one only Supreme Being, the Creator and
Governor of the world, when these edifices were dedi-
cated to deceased mortals, or the host of heaven.

After the flood the true professors of Lux were termed
NoacHipX ; but the science itself retained its primitive
name for many centuries afterwards. At the building of
the Temple by King Solomon, it was known under this
appellation, which certainly remained for a considerable
time subsequent to that event; for our science is recog-
nized by Christ and his apostles under this denomination,
and it even retains the name of Lux in our Latin records
to the present day. St. John, ;genking in high commenda-
tion of Jesus Christ, says, ‘ He was the true Ligar,’”'
¢ and the LieaT shineth in darknees, and the darkness
comprehendeth it not.””” This evangelist, as the grand
patron of Masonry, inculcates the doctrines of our Craft
throughout the whole of his writings; and on every
important appeal fails not to use such expressions and
phrases as apply equally and jointly to Christianity and

¥ Jobn i., 9 ¥ Ibid. 5.
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Masonry. He considered them in the light of two twin
sisters, which would grow up together and moralize the
world. His First General Epistle contains all the sub-
lime and spiritual part of our ordinary illustrations. And
our Saviour says of himself, ‘I am the Liear of the
world.””® And again more explicitly, « Yet a little while
is the LienT with you; walk while ye have the light,
lest darkness come upon you; for he that walketh in
darkaess knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have
LienT, believe in the light, that ye may be the CRILDREN
or Lienr.”?

At the building of Solomon’s Temple the sons of light
associated together, under an exalted professor of Lux, to
devote themselves to the service of 5:0 true and living
God; but it does not hence follow that the science was
designated from the t;porative pursuits embraced on that
memorable occasion, for the appellation of a science is
seldom extracted from any of its inferior branches. Its
name was more probably changed by some distinguished
founder of a sect of philosophy amongst idolaters;
because, as I have alread observet{, it was acknowledged
by Christ and his apostles under its primitive designa-
tion.

The word Masonry, when first adopted, was merely a
corruption of Meospavew, sum in medio celi ; which name
was applied to the science about A.M. 3490 ; when Pytha-
goras, after traveling over the whole world, made man
additions to the mysteries of his native country, whic
he purified from their gross abominations by the use of
Lux, which he had learned in Judea;® and in Greece
instituted a lodge of geometricians, on a new principle,
compounded from all the existing systems of other
nations. The aspirants were enjoined a siLeNcE of five
years previously to initiation; and they who could not
endure this rigid ‘probation were publicly dismissed ; a
tomb was erected for them, and they were ever after con-
sidered as dead men.®

This new institution in Greece would naturally pro-

8 John viii., 12. 1* John xii., 35, 36.

8 Aristobulus the Jew informs us (Clem. Alez. Strom. 1), that
Pythagoras transferred the Jewish dootrines and ceremonies into his
own m ; and this is confirmed by otbers. (Hermipp in Jos
oon. 31)., lib. 1; Orig. con. Cels., lib, 1.)

2! Jambhl. Vit. Pyth., 0. 17.




12 ANTIQUITIES OF

duce a Grecian appellation, as the inhabitants were in
the constant practice of naming, according to the idiom
of their own language, not only other countries, but the
sciences, and also eminent men; that the honour of each
might be attributed to their own nation. From this time,
also, 8 more intimate union took place between the
speculative and operative professors; and the beautiful
columns, known amongst us by the names of Wispom,
SrreNeTH, and BrauTy, were brought to perfection
amongst that people. Pythagoras also invented an inva-
luable proposition, which he called the Everxa, because it
forms a grand basis for all the laborious calculations of
operative architecture. Thisindefatigable Mason carried
his astronomical studies to such perfection as absolutely
to discover the true system of the universe, by placing
the sun in the centre, round which the planets made
their various revolutions. From this system originated
the name of our science, Meospersw; and the representa-
tion of the great luminary which invigorates all Nature
with its beams, was placed in the centre of his lodge, as
an emblem of the union of Speculative with Operative Masonry ;
which had been before practised by King Solomon in the
middle chamber of his Temple.®
As the Grecian arts, manners, and lan became
ﬂropagnted throughout the world, their system of
nry, together with the name, accompanied them.
The Druidical memoranda were made in the Greek cha-
racter, for the Druids had been taught Masonry by Pytha-
goras himself,® who bad communicated its arcasa to
them, under the name he had assigned to it in his own

8 «Gresce now abounded with the best architects, tors, statua-
ries, painters, and other fine designers, most of them educated at the
aoademies of Athens and Sioyon, who instructed many artists and
fellow-crafts to be the best operators upon earth ; so that the nations
of Asia and Africs, who had taught the Greeks, were now tanght by
them. No country but Greece could now boast of such men as My-
oon, Phidias, Demon, Androcides, Meton, Anaxagoras, Dipeenus and
Scyllis, Glycon, Alcamenes, Praxiteles, Polycletus, Lysippus, Peneus,
Euphronor, Perseus, Philostratus, Zeuxis, Apollodorus, Parbasius,

o - uonry.,ndmd the ex&?llent
Theodorus us, who amplified A ublished the art
analytio, ﬂummnhr of the £vino me tryﬁm whgoo school came
M(Nordn Cm.t.ndehpms, tlio preceptor of Alezander the Great.
" A, Maroelt” P
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country. This distinguished ?pellaﬁon ( Msosgavsw), in
tdhe sul :ll.;rnt declen;i‘t;: b‘::n obl?ion of the somllgo:,

uring the dark ages of barbarity and superstition, might
be corrupted into MasoNry, as?ﬁ remains, being merel
operative, were confined to a few hands, and these artifi-
cers and working Masons.

Throughout this work I have used the appellation
Masoxry as the acknowledged designation of our science
in its present form, though it was not known by that
mdl:e uring any of the periods I have attempted to elu-
cidate. ‘

The true definition of Masonry is, a science which
sncludes all others, and teaches mankind their dntyto God,
their neighbour, and themselves.* This definition evi-
dently conveys two distinct ideas; the former of which
is termed OPERATIVE, and the latter -‘Sproviarive Ma-
soNrY. Architecture, being a science of the greatest use
and benefit to man in his natural state, was J)rincipally
cultivated by the Masons of that race who had separated
from the faithful worshippers of God, and migrated into
distant realms, where, for want of an intercommunity
with the Sons of Light, the noble science of Masonry
would soon be forgotten, and operative architecture
might, by their posterity, be mistaken for the science of
which it was, in reality, only a constituent part of an
inferior division: and this mistake would not be rectified,
until a renewed association with the true Masons con-
vinced them practically of their error, which was effected
at the building of King Solomon’s Temple. And hence
it has happened that many excellent and well-meaning
Masons have been led to conclude, that Operative Masonry
only was known and practised by our ancient Brethren
before the buildi ofp that sacred edifice.

But, if religion be intimately connected with Masonry,
and essentially necessary to its existence, then we must
look for it under some unequivocal and universal form.
Now, operative architecture is an insulated science, and

nds on some others to bring it to perfection;
therefore the perfection of Masonry cannot be found in

"Thmmtwo#orle ﬁmahdeﬁ;i?lnsofn oury. 1. Itis
8 beautiful system , veiled egory, and i
symbols. 2. The study of and the practioe of virtue. 4
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srchitecture alone; and this more particularly, beeause
the most stately structures of antiquity were erected by
idolatrous nations to the honour of false gods, and conse-
quently in defiance of the true God, and to the prejudice
of that religion on which we assert that Masonry is
founded. It could not then be Lux or Masonry which
stimulated them %o a renunciation of God, but a per-
verted system, which bore but a slight and fading re-
semblance to that science, which gradually semk into
oblivion a8 idolatry was disseminated over the face of
the earth. Nor can the declension of Masonry, in differ-
ent ages, be attributed to any other cause; for when the
pure worship of the trne God was the most alent,
we find Masonry blazing forth in its native and unsullied
lustre. Thus it shone amidst the darkness during the
lifs of Adaxn, of Enoeh, and of Noah ; thus it displayed
its radiance in the time of Abraham, Moses, and Solomon ;
thus the strong traces of its existence are discoverable in
the time of Zerubbabel and Jesus Christ; and thus it
has flourished in all ages when sober religion has charac-
terized the manners and influenced the morals of eivil
society.

We find that where architecture was ecultivated as an
exclusive acience, its grofeuou became much more expert
than those nations who practised Masonry as a universal
system. Hence, when S8olomon had determined to erect &

'emple to the living God, he was obliged to ap’[;vly for
assistance to the Tyrians, who were, at that time, the most
expert architects in the world. It is trme the Israelites
were not entirely ignorant of that art, heving eultivated
Operative Masonry from the time that their ancestors in

: built the cities of Pithom and Raamees, At the
building of this Temple, the ehief architect was a widow’s
son of the tribe of Naphtali, and consequently an Israelite
by his mother’s side, though his father was a man of
Tyre. He had been brought up under thepatroufe of
Abibalus, the father of Hiram, King of Tyre, and was
beyond all competition the best designer and artificer
upon earth.

This Temple was acknowledged by all nations to be
the utmost effort of human genius; and that the united
excellences of all the structures in the world would
have beea inferior to it in besuty and splendeur, etther
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for grandeur of design, or delicacy of execution; which
shows that, when Speculative and Operative Masonry be-
came thus united and blended together under the wisest
speculative Mason, the strongest operative Mason, and the
most beautiful designer, and employed in such a laudable
and sacred undertaking, its superiority was fully manifest-
ed ; it burst upon the world with irresistible subﬁmity, and
stood unrivalled amjdst the proud and ostentatious pro-
ductions of art which had previously elicited the admira-
tion of mnkm:il. leﬁe muuiv‘:sw"l :(viver of Babel, the
igantic pyramids o t, ex it in solidity, but
gﬁ?&r short of it in magg{lriﬁcenoo. The idolntmn:y tem-
ales of Jupiter, in Tyre and Lybian Africa, of Dagon at
aza, and many others which had been regarded with
wonder and astonishment, faded into nothing before it;
and the architeots of those respective nations, forsakin
the principles of their former practiee, resolved to mode
their future works upon the improvements exhibited in
this famous structure. Hence Jerusalem became the
resort of all other nations; and hence the true principles
of ancient Lux became more visibly disseminated subse-
quently to the building of this Temple, which has induced
8 belief that this epoch is the earliest date that can be
assigned to Masonry. It is, indeed, true that the initiated
were, at this time, declared rrex, and exempted from all
imposts, duties, and taxes, for them and their descend-
suta: for as the remnants of the Canaanites, employed
as labourers and bearers of burdens, were associated
with the free-born at the erection of this edifiee, a dis-
tinguishing epithet became necessary to prevent confu-
sion, as well as peculiar privileges to excite emulation.
This epithet was, AccepTED, and the privileges were a
perfect immunity from all contributions to the service of
the State. A eimilar plan was pursued by Zerubbabel
at the building of the Second Temple, when Masonry was
revived after the Babylonish captivity. These occur-
rences affixed to Masons the honourable and permanent
appellation of rreEE and accEPTED.
ut the union of Speculative with Operative Masonry
produced advantages much more substantial. The idola-
trous nations of Tyre, Phcenicia, Carthage, &c., were much
addicted to the shocking and abominable practice of
buman mriﬁcgs, to avert a general calamity. This bar
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barous custom, according to the Rabbins, took its rise
from the offering of Isaac; for Salomon makes God expos-
tulate with them in these words :—* I never commanded
that you should sacrifice your sons or your daughters,
oither by myself or my propbets; nor did I intend that
Abraham should actually sacrifice his son; but the com-
mand was given to him to display his righteousness.”*
But I am rather inclined to think that the practice
originated long before the offering of Isaac; for San-
choniatho records that Ham, “in the time of a great

lague, offered up his son Isoud as a whole burnt-offer~
iog to his father Ouranus or Noah.””

Our excellent brother Hiram Abiff, by the influence
which he had acquired, not only over the Tyrians them-
selves, but also over their monarch, by the superiority of
his understanding, was successful in abolishing this prac-
tice in his native country; and the neighbouring nations,
who had visited Jerusalem for masonic instruction, were
induced in a great measure to relinquish a practice so
destructive of the true principles on which gﬂuonry is
founded. These Masons, in gratitude to the memory of
Hiram Abiff, and to perpetuate the love and affection of
his wife (daughter to the noble Prince Adoniram), who,
from excess of grief at the untimely end of her husband,
terminated her own existence by casting herself from
the summit of a precipice, erected three statues of cast
brass; one at Jerusalem, another at Joppa, and a third at
Tyre: the former of which remained until the final de-
struction of Jerusalem and the Jewish polity by Titus
Vespasian.

e distinguishing excellence of our ancient brethren
was the silence or secrecy they religiously observed
respecting the mysteries of our science, except to those
whom they found worTHY of a participation in them, by

¥ Salomon Jarohi, in Jer. vii., 31. *The C inians and Pheeni-
olans knowingl{ and wittingly themselves devoted their own children ;
and they that had none of their own, bought some of poor people,
and then sacrificed them like lambs or pigeons, the poor mother
ing by all the while, without eithera nﬁ: ortear; orif, by chanos,
she fetched a sigh, or let fall a tear, she lost the price of her child,
and it was, nevertheless, sacrificed. All the places round the image
akore, 1o drowa the post ifoat' arying - (Pint. 2o Superacy "2
poor infant’s " (Plat. u
® Sanch. in Eussb. Preep. Evan. )
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a previous ¢l and probation : they were imparted only
to those who were free-born and well reported of.

The true way of gaining a knowledge of these secrets
is pointed out by Jesus Christ in his Sermon on the
Mount: ¢ Ask, and i shall be given you; SEEK, and ye
shall find ; RNOCK, and it shall be opened unto you.”® And
this was an advice venerable for its antiquity, though
used by philosophical pnfanism to direct the inquiries
of its disciples to human learning. ¢ Philosophy,” says
Shuckford, ‘“ was not disputative until it came into Greece;
the ancient professors had no controversies about it; they
received what was handed down to them, and out of the
treasure of their traditions imparted to others; and the
principles they went upon to teach or to learn by were
not to search into the nature of things, or to consider
what they could find by philosophical examination, but
¢ A8k, and it shall be told you; searcH the records of an-
tiquity, and you shall find what you inquire after.’ These
were the maxims and directions of their studies.”*

Hence something more than the mere forms of initia-
tion is required to constitute a good Mason; for every
one is not acquainted with the true secrets of Masonry
who has been initiated into the Order. What ability has
denied to one, another loses by idolence. Honour and
})robity, diligence and assiduity, truth and fidelity, years,

earning and experience, are unitedly necessary to con-
stitute @ good and virtuous Mason ;" for Masonry is the
perfection of all the arts and sciences. As a knowledge
of medicine, astronomy, morality, and legislation formed
the great essentials of the ancient mysteries, so faith,
bope, and charity, temperance, fortitude, prudence, and
justice, united with mar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic,
geometry, music, astronomy, form constituent parts
of the oNE science of Masonry, which has been held in
the greatest estimation in every age of the world; has
been honoured with the approbation and public patronage
of kings, peers, and prelates, and still shines with un-
abated lustre,—the perfection of human nature, supported
by the high and unequivocal sanction of revealed truth.

7 Matt. vii, 7. # Connect. Pref., vol. 1
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CHAPTER II.
OONTAINING SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS.

View of Masenry, as it existed from the Cyeation of the World o the
time of Enoch.

“ Frou the commencement of the world,” says the
celebrated ]Ia'recton, “we may tn;e the folanttstion of
Masonry. Ever since symmetry began, and harmon
dmpl:;Zd her charms, our Order has had a being.” Bu{
sncient masonic traditions say, and I think justly, that
our science existed before the creation of this globe, and
was diffused amidst the numerous systems with which
the gmd empyreum of universal space is furnished.
The Great Architect of the universe was the founder of
Huongy; and it would be the province of bHotry alone
to confine his beneficent revelations to so small a portion
of created things as the limited dimensions of our earth
contains. But there existed in infinite space numberless
worlds, before our earth was formed out of chaos; for it
would derogate from the attributes of an eternal and self-
existent God, to conceive that this great and glorious
Being had remained inanimate, and in an useless and dor-
mant state, until the commencement of our history,
about 6,800 years ago. Now, though we cannot com-
prehend the nature of that eternity which existed prior
to the creation of this globe, yet we are certain that our
system does not comprehend the whole of God’s created
works, With him 4 thousand years are but as one day;*
what, then, is the short and protracted period which forms
the bound of our insignificant ball? If we open our
capacities, and take an enlarged view of space, beyond

! Preston’s Illustrations, book i., sec. 3. In the fifteenth edition
g S s T g 3 8 S vl
o anl wor are
down to the 1841.
$ S Peter iii., 8.
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the reach of our actual investigation, can we be so blind
and faithless as to conceive that it is all vacant and
unemployed, when almost every optical improvement
demonstrates, by new discoveries, the existence of
worlds piled on worlds, too far remote for human art
to measure?

These orbs were surely not made for omament alone,
but for use; and as the&posseu every requisite for the
support of animal life, there can be no doubt, but they
h;:; been created for the reeidence of i{xtelligenmingsi
of the same capacities, aps, as ourselves; pro [
the same nature, mdp?rtgzly intended fol: the uZme
immortal destination. On these, or some of them, the
Creator has bestowed his blessings from all eternity.
They have been gonseued of all the privileges we enjoy,
millions of ages before this globe which we inhabit was
reduced from nothing into its solid form: privileges, per-
haps, mFerior to any we can boast, for who can hmit the
power of God to confer gifts upon his creatures? Amongut
the most valuable of these was Speculative Masonry; for
where there exist created beings, there must exist some
knowledge of a Creator, and some Rrinciple of reverence
to Him who can save and who can destroy. And Specu-
lative Masonry is nothing else but & system of ethics,
founded on the belief of & God, the creator, preserver,
and redeemer; which inculcates a strict observance of
the duties we owe to each other, inspires in the soul a
veneration for the author of its being, and incites to the
pure worship of the Creator.

It may, indeed, be replied, “If this be true, why is it
not recorded in the Holy Beriptures?” These ks

were witten, after the of man, with no other

i to promote his salvation, by explaining the
that transgression which introduced death into
, made all the posterity of Adam obnoxious
wrath; and pointing out the remedy for sin in
Christ. is being the chief end of
have added little to the furtheranoce
object to have entered into meb’:hylicd

the nature and extent of God’s works
The Scriptures, however,
y proclaim the
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existence of God before the worlds were made;* and that
Great Being himself declares, that ““when the founda-
tions of this Slobe were laid, the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”* The
stars referred to in this passage are pre-existent worlds,
and the sons of God are the angels of heaven. But to
admit that our globe was the first-fruits of God's power,
is to destroy our most valuable expectations: for this
admission would deny to God the attribute of eternity,
and deprive man of his faith and hope; for a Being could
not be worshipped, with full confidence in his power to
save to the uttermost, if he possessed any trait of imper-
fection.

There existed also another order of beings before the
earth was created, who had once been angels of light,
and were expelled the society of heaven for disobedience.®
And this is a great and undeniable testimony of the pure
existence of LicuT and truth, and their determined oppo-
sition to darkness and error, in times too far remote for
human calculation. The angels who kept their first estate,
continually offer up their praises to the eternal I AM,
in an unrestrained melody of ¢« Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
God Almighty, which was and 1s and 1s T0 coMe.” In
such pure masonic employment were the angels engaged
before the creation of the world; and in such employ-
ment will they be engaged to all eternity, augmented by
that glorious assembly, who, having worshipped God on
earth, shall be placed on the right hand of &e Judge, in
the great and terrible day of the Lord.

In the beginning of this material world, the great
Creator sent forth his worp, and called all things out of
chaos into being.” He laid the foundations of this earth
on such a solig basis, that they cannot be moved; he
constructed the beautiful fabric of the universe without

3 Hebrews i., 2; Psalm xciii., 2, &o. ¢ Job xxxviii., 7.

§ Jude 6, and Rev. xii., 9. ¢ Revelations iv., 1.

7 Maimonides says, *The world is like an immense animal, as
Plato terms it, and it is impossible to have heavens without earth, or
earth without heavens; for the earth, being the centre of the ciroum-
ference of the heavens, and the heavens being the circumference
mdro’léngitmmﬁdmwhmﬁmhmmmbeﬁo
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the assistance of are, hammer, or metal tool; lighted,
warmed, and ornamented as it is with all its luminous
attendant orbs. His work was performed in six succes-
sive days, and the seventh was proclaimed an eternal
sabbath. This division of time into seven parts does not
imply that God possessed not the power of calling his
works into immediate existence, but it affords a striking
example of the wispoM, sSTRENGTH, and BEAUTY result-
ing from & methodical arrangement of time and labour;
and to impress on his creatures the propriety and neces-
sity of apportioning one-seventh part of their time to
the purposes of rest and devotion. Hence, in the sacred
compacts between God and man, the seventh day was
uniformly uplpointed to be kept holy, because, a public
and external worship being instituted, a certain and

cified time was necessary for its performance; and in

e Mosaic dispensation, the seventh year was a year of
rest; and each climateric, or the recurrence of seven
times seven years, was celebrated by a solemn jubilee to
the Lord.

On the first day God created light, to convince the
future man that without light it is impossible to acoom-
plish any beneficent or useful undertaking. On this day,
the necessary division of labour and 7 was
made by the appointment of day and night. This light
was created in the eastern part of the hemisphere, and
was, according to Aquinas, wwforme, quarto die
Jormatum est

On the second day, creation Was expanded; the higher

and lower regions of air were formed; the earth was
surrounded with an atmosphere adapted to its nature and
?uslitiel, for the refraction and reflection of light, and
or the preservation of animal life. The clouds, which
are denominated the waters above the firmament, were
appointed as vehicles to collect the vapours of the
earth, and condense them into the form of fruitful and
nourishing mists or showers, that it might bring forth its
luxurious productions for the benefit of man.

On the third day the earth was separated from the
waters, and filled with herbage fitted to the use of its
intended inhabitants. When the all-powerful Word was

* Aq. Sam., p. ics q. 70, art. 1.



') ANTIQUITIES OF

issued forth, letl and trees sprung up, in all their
beauty and all their variety, from the majestic oak to the
lowly acacia. The forests put forth their strength to
afford shelter for quadru as well as the feathered
race, and timber for the future use of man. The hills
and valleys displayed their exuberant he for nutri-
ment to the animal creation; enlivened with ornamental
flowers, whose fragrance perfumed the atmosphere, and
hei&Ihtened the ripening charms of Nature. Trees laden
with fruit, or bursting into bloom, showed the all-provi-
dent care of a bounteous Creator, who brings every
thing to maturity in its season, for the progressive use of
his creatures.

The fourth day® was employed in the formation of the
lanets, which were placed in the heavens, glitteri
ike the brilliant lustre of precious stones in a super

? A question has arisen as to the length of time which each of these
days occupied. The inquiry is invested with much interest, but from
what data can we solve it? Geologists say, respecting the formation
of chalk :—* Many ages before man existed animal were busied
in tropical seas, in forming enormous coral reefs, which, in time, were
worn down into powder by the action of the waves. That powder,
laid in beds along the floor of the ocean, afterwards covered over with
layers of mud and sand, formed the strata of chalk which we now see
raised above the level of the sea, and operating as a natursl filter and
reservoir for supplying water for the use of the human inhabitants of
the earth.,” (Chambers’s Journal, 1843, p. 55.) The enormous length
of time which is necessary to bri coal to perfection is another proof
of the vast space which has ela sinoe God said, ® Let the dry land
appear |” Bishop of on says in his sermons:—* As we are
not called upon by‘g:riptum to admit, so neither are we required to
deny the supposition that the matter without form and void, out of
which this gf:)bo of earth was framed, may have consisted of the wrecks
and relics of more ancient worlds, created and destroyed by the same
Almighty power which called our world into boi;g,handmllom(hy
cause it to away. Thus, while the Bible reveals to us the moral
history and destiny of our race, and teaches us that man and other
living things have been placed but a few thoussnd years upon the
earth, the physical monaments of our globe bear witness to same
tl;uth ;‘h.n “:;;tm \mfoll ds to ul:k myriads of worlds, no; spoken
of in the records, geo in like manner proves, not -
ments drawn from analogy, b‘:igtyby the ineontroverti:)-l,e evidzn;s:f
physical phenomena, that there wete former conditions of our planet,
mmdp&omuohowerbyvutimrnhofﬁmo,d which this
world was teeming with life, ere man, and the animals which are his
contemporaries, had been called into being.” A thousand years, in
the sight of God, are but as one day. And what are thousands of
thousands? The inquiry is too vast and too mysterious for human
comprehension. We must belisve and adere.

N




diadem, and in disposing the two t lights of heaven
80 a8 not only ?o'por.o}:lsc)w the bens?ii‘t a,;%hhnxgmeu of
mankind, by the light and heat emanating from their
beams, but to mark the progress of time, and to divide
it into regular periods of days, months and years. These
two great luminaries rule and govern the universe with
such amazing regularity, that the returns of day and
night, summer and winter, are precisely known, and the

urposes of civil life answered to the utmost extent of
Kuman wants or wishes. The sun and moon, with the
attendant planets which decorate our system, were
formed at this late period of the creation to show that
they are created beings, and not gods ; that man, being

prized of this, might not fall into idolatry, by giving
that honour to the creature which is due only to the
Creator; for though the sun and moon are justly
esteemed the two great lights of heaven, they are but
instruments in the bands of Giod to convey his blessings
to the world; and, if they be converted into objects
of adoration, they.become vehicles of the greatest
darkness.

The sun rises in the east to open the day with a mild
and genial influence, and all Nature rejoices in the appear-
ance of his beams. He gains his meridian in the sowma,
and shines with full strength upon the earth, invigorating
animate and inanimate matter with the perfection of his
ripening qualities. With declining strength he sets in
the west to close the day, leaving mankind at rest from
their accumulated and diversified labours. This is a pro-
per type of the three most prominent stages in the lifs
of man, infancy, manhood, and old age. e first st‘Ee
is characteri by the blush of innocence, pure as the
tints which gild the eastern portals of the day. The
heart rejoices in the u ing integrity of its own
unblemished virtue, nor fears deceit, because it knows no
guile. Manhood succeeds; the ripening intellect arrives
at the meridian of its power, and either conveys blessings
or curses on all within the sphere of its influence. His
strength decays at the approach of old age, his sun is
setting in the west ; and, enfeebled by sickness or bodily
‘afirmity, death threatens to close his varieﬁ‘ted day;
and happy is he if the setting splendours of his sun gild
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his departing moments with the gentle tints of hope, and
flm is short career in peace, harmony, and brotherly
ove.

This globe was yet without inhabitants to enjoy the
bounties of its Creator;!® for Providence did not form
living creatures until nutriment was provided for their
support ; on the fifth day, therefore, the waters and the
air were furnished with their scaly and their feathered
inbabitants. When the Word was given, ¢ Let the waters
bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath
life,”” the ocean swelled with the accumulation of its new
inhabitants, and all the monsters of the deep, suddenly
bursting into life, and astonished at their own existence,
pierced through the yielding element which enclosed
them, and in trackless paths explored its copious recesses
in search of nourishment and places of repose. The
winged fowl at God’s command rose into life; and all
these creatures were ordered to replenish the waters and
the earth with their respective species.

On the sixth day Creation was completed. The
powerful Word was uttered, “ Let the earth bring forth
the living creature;” the earth, obedient to his command
who made it, instantly yields cattle and creeping things,
and beasts of every kind. Its bowels open; the lordly
lion, the fierce tiger, the unwieldy elephant, the gigantic
serpent, burst forth in full-grown strength; the timid
snimals scud to their hiding places. The wild beasts
seek the forest; and there, deeply embosomed in its
impervious recesses, bury themselves in shade and obscu-
rity. Every creature instinctively seeks shelter and pro-

19An eastern romance, entitled Caherman Name, or Csherman’s
History, introduces that hero in conversation with the monstrous
bird or griffin, Simurgh, who tells him that she had already lived to see
the earth seven times with creatures, and seven times reduced to
[ Eerfect void; that the age of Adam would last seven thousand years;
when the present race of men would be extinguished, and their place
supplied by creatures of another form and more perfect' nature, with
whom the world would end. She. declared that she had then seen
twelve periods, each of seven thousand years, but was denied the
know] of the term of her own existence. And Sadi,a Persian moral-
ist of the first class, praises Providence for providing o bountifully
for all his creatures, that “even the Simurgh, notwithstanding her
immense size, finds, on the mountains of Kaf, sufficient for her suste-
nance.” (Hale’s Anal. Ohron., vol. iv., p. 20.) *



FREE-MASONRY.

teotion in its natural abodes, and all unite to proclaim the
glory of their Creator by silent marks of gratitude and
Talse. -
P Still the magnificent structure of this universe, fur-
nished with every requisite for ornament and use, was
incomplete. It wanted a lord, endowed with power and
ignified with reason, to hold all creatures in subjection.
Last of all, therefore, God created man, and placed "him
oh the earth, as Lord of the Creation; he gave him uni-
versal and unlimited dominion over every thing that
moveth upon the earth; he endowed him with the
use of speech, gave him an immortal soul, and, duri:g
the forty years" that he is sngpoaed to have sojourn
in Paradise, communicated to him every thing necessary
to his happiness; explained to him the several works
of the Creation, and pointed out to him the seventh
da{ as a Sabbath, or a day peculiarly consecrated to the
solemn purposes of rest and devotion. Thus finished,
furnished, and decorated, the Almighty Architect reviewed
His workmanship, and pronounced it @oon; and then it
was solemnly dedicated by the hallelujahs of heaven.
The angelic host, in choral symphonies, welcomed Him
to His throne in the Grand Lodge above, and all heaven
rejoiced at the perfection of created things.

The seventh day was sanctified as an eternal Sabbath,
because Gtod rested on that day from the work of Crea-
tion. He did not 7est in the commonly accepted sense
of the word, from a sensation of weariness, because
Omnipotence is not susceptible of the privations and
sufferings attached to human nature in its degraded
state; but that, from this example, man might be induced
to appropriate one day in seven to rest and worship, and
to keep up a perpetual remembrance of the division of
time, and the events which took place at the creation of
the world; for, before the invention of letters, some
unequivocal institution was neceasnr{, to prevent these
important circumstances from being buried in oblivion.

laced in the garden of Eden, Adam was made
acquainted with the nature of his tenure, and taught,
with the worship of his Maker, that science whicg is

! Some aay forty; others a hundred years; and perhaps the latter
wo:l;lbothomonprobcbbdme. (Vide Hale’s Ohbron., vol. ii.,
'. 0
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now termed Masonry. This constituted his chief i
ness in Paradise, and was his only consolation after his
unhappy fall. To increase his comforts, every other part
of the émeation corresponded in a high degree with the
superiority of his own mind. The whole compass of
this material world was, indeed, before Adam’s unhappy
fall, infinitely nearer to immortality, and conséquently,
its progressive changes, in advancing to celestial perfec-
tion, would have been inconceivably less perceptible, and
even attended with pleasure at every gradation; instead
of those frightfal nces, heart-rending separations,
and horrible convulsions by which every natural change
is now accompanied and effected. Still the charms of
Nature were exceeded by human dignity and e. A
companion was provided for the first man, in whom were
united every perfection and every charm which can
decorate her species; and thus, amongst the works of
the Creation,

#Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall

Godlike ereot, with native honour clad
In naked majesty, seem’d lords of all:
And worthy seem’d; for in their looks divine
The image of their glorious Maker shone,

~ Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and pure
%%oi’vere, but in true filial freedom placed),

ence true authority in men ; though both

Not equal, as their sex not equal seem’d :
For contemplation he and valour form’d ;
For softness she and sweet attractive grace.
Adam, the goodliest man of men since born
His sons; the fairest of her daughters Eve.”!®

In this state, enjoging almost unlimited faculties of
comprehension, the first created pair were the com-
anions of angels, and in full communion with God.
hat wants, what wishes could remain to render the
felicity of these favourites of heaven more perfect and
complete? KEnjoying every indulgence, and possessin,
every advantage of which their nature was capable, wi
romises and prospects of increasing happiness and
Eoundleu blessings; scarcely confined by any restraint,
or, if restraint it may be termed, the most trifling possible ;
warned of their danger, guarded against temptation,

i* Milt. Par. Lost, book 4.




rewards, and alarmed by the denuncistions
* m it can scarcely be oonbcyeived possible that
even an angel of the highest order could be able to
il on them, under all these awful sanctions, to forfeit
the protection of their God, by a renunciation of the
sanctity with which they were endowed. The state of
ection in which our first parents were created, with
all the blessings they enjoyed in Paradise, were suspended
on the observance of a single condition. The one only
grohibiﬁon which was described as the test and con-
tion of their happiness, proved the avenue to their
misery ; for as immortality was the promised reward of
their obedience, so death was the threatened punishment
of their sin. In this primitive state of purity our great
progenitor lived, it is presumed, for some years, constantly
employed in acts of gratitude and devotion to his Maker;
the adoration of whom, as it was the end of his Creation,
formed the principal delight of his existence.

The rfgotion in which Adam was created has been
dispu many authors, both ancient and modemn;
and some have ventured to pronounce that he, and his
earliest posterity, were absolute savages, unendowed
even with the gift of speech.

But Adam’s knowledge was not of the confined nature
which has been imagined, becanse God pronounced arr
his works, amongst which the Lord of the Creation was
of course included, to be very coop. Now the expres-
sion very good, when used by a divine and perfectly
intelligent Being, must certainly imply something more
than an ordinary and comparative degree of knowledge.
Adam was the work of God, and Gog’: works cannot
charged with imperfection. Anatomists, in every age,
make new discoveries which prove the excellence and
perfection of the human body: but the mind is the noblest
part of man, and it will scarcely be assumed that God
would exhaust his gifts upon the body, and leave the
mind barren and desolate. In Paradise he was the per-
fection of God’s created works, because every thing was
placed under his dominion; but it may be conjectured
that after the fall, when the whole creation became
deformed with sin, he might be changed from his original
state, and luse a portion of that knowledge which he
enjoyed in the immediate communication with God and
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angels. He might, indeed, forfeit, with his purity, the
inestimable gift of divine inspiration, but he would cer-
tainly retain a recollection of those degrees of know.edge
whic{ are within the compass of human capacity.
Amongst the rest, or as a general designation, conmon
to them all, he retained a perfect recollection of that
speculative science which is now termed Free-masonry.
The happiness of our first parents in the garden of
Eden was too profound, not to excite the envy of that
malignant spirit,”* who had been doomed to eternal pun-
ishment and despair; stimulated, as it was, by resentment
ainst the Most High, whose favour he for ever for-
feited. With a view, therefore, of destroying the felicity
of our progenitors, and through them of defeating man’s
obedience for ever, he assumed the form of a serpent,
applied himself to the companion of Adam, and with
plausible arguments and fair ches succeeded in con-
vincing her, that the prohibition of God was made with
the selfish intention of monopolizing immortality and
mer ;¢ and that instead of death being the result of
isobedience, eternal life and ever-increasing happiness
would be communicated, and man would assuredly me
equally powerful with God himself. Seduced by these
:Eecious declarations, the mother of all Masons violated
e sacred injunctions of God, and through her entreaties,
Adam followed the pernicious example, and both miserably

12 Dean, when speaking of the poetical fiction of winged dragons,
as guardians of treasure, and protectors of female innocence, says,
sin ly enough, ¢ the malevolent actions of the paradisiacal serpent

a colouring q‘ven by heathen mythologists diametrically opposite
to the reality. The seducer of Eve is perversely termed the
protector of maiden virtue; and the tempter, who induced her to
pluck the forbidden fruit, is the guardian of the golden apples in the
garden of the Hesperides. So powerful is the prinoe of this world
to delude his victims.” (Worsh. of Serp., p. 213

L “o’lf'h:he most remarkable remembrance,” says Dean, ‘‘of the

er Fuu&mnod i serpent is displayed in the position which

retains in Tartarus. A cunodracontio Czrberus guarip?s the gates:
serpents are toiled upon the chariot wheels of Proserpine; serpents
pave the abyss of torment ; and even serpents constitute the caduceus
of Mercury, the talisman which he holds when he conveys the soul
to Tartarus. The image of the serpent is stam upon every
mythological fable connected with the realms of Pluto. Is it not,
then, probable, that, in the universal symbol of heathen idolatry we
rooolqnuo the universal object of primitive worship——THE SERPENT
or ParADISE 1"
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fell from a state of innocence and ity, to experience
all the bitter fruits of sin; toil and labour, misery and
death.* On this unhagpy dereliction from purity are
founded some of those characteristic umigma of Masonry,
which convey a lasting remembrance of our degenerate
state, as well as the glorious promise of redemption.
TOKENS Were unnecessary when man was in a
state of perfection; but after the fall they were practised
b{ Adam, and are considered as the tmmovable landmarks
of the Order unto this day. The rIvE events attending
this transgression and expulsion from Paradise ; viz., the
transgression, shame, sentence, prayer, and promise, are dis-
tinguished among Masons by such significant tokens of
reverence, penitence, sympathy, fatigue, and faith, that the
unhappy consequences of the three former, as well as the
erived to mankind from the two latter, can never

be blotted from the recollection.

Expelled from Paradise, into a world cursed for their
sake, our first parents must have sunk under the effecte
of this terrible change, if the Promise had not lent them
support under the extremity of misery.”®* Their calami-
ties were great, but FaiTe and HopE supplied them with
fortitude to endure the penalty of their disobedience
Their first object, on passing from ineffable light to tem-
porary darkness, was to clothe themselves with the skins
of beasts slain in sacrifice, according to the immediate
cor(x;;na.nd ofdGod. lo of

e rinciple of ancient Masonry was to pre-
serve ahgvr:l;n gen’s minds the true know?edge of (fod,
and the great idea of an atonement for sin by animal
eacrifices ; typical of the one sacrifice of the Lamb
without spot, as a propitiation for the sins of the whole

'* The Talmudists and Cabalists believe the history of Adam and
Eve was & fact, acoording to the recital; then, taking it allegorically,
they continue. the serpent means carnal desire; that generd{y
deceives the weakest part or matter, represented by Eve, who led
Adam with her, that is, the mind ; then they proceed to the protologic
and moral, showing how much harm is done, and has been introduced
into the world, from pursuing carnal pleasures and sensual appetites,
and finally, on this they form the anagogic, that the serpent was
Samael, an unclean evil spirit that spoke within her: in this way, the
same é::t oombin;;oﬁl the fonrlm)eanings. (Coneil. ii., 269.)

tius (in es. xxv., 13) observes—in capite serpentis vis
maxime mali,
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world. This was the animating idea which inereased
men’s faith, wheresoever Masonry was practised; an ides
which was never entirely obliterated, even amongst the
idolatrous nations, by whom our science was most
deplorably prostituted, and reduced to something worse
than the shadow of its i Hence Abel’s sacrifice
was more acceptable than that of Cain, because it was
an animal sacrifice, and offered conformably to the divine
appointment; while that of Cain, being unblood‘y, was
an sbomination, because it did not contain any reference
to the atonement of Christ, without which all sacrifices
and offerings were unacceptable to God: for *without
shedding of blood there could be no remission,”” ¢« for
it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul.””®
It was the object, therefore, of our ancient brethren to
preserve, throu%h the medium of our institution, a lively
remembrance of the great object of their faith and Aope,
that the result might be pleasinf to God, and produce an
unfeigned charity to all mankind.

The wants and calls of Natyre impelled our first parents
to labour for their subsistence; and the inclemeney of
the seasons called for habitations to shelter them from
heat and cold ; from the scorching fervour of the meridian
sun, and from the overwhelming influence of midnight
damps, arising from mists and vapours with which the
earth was watered. Here they cultivated the barren

ound, and with infinite fatigue procured their daily
0od. Cheered by the divine 800511088, however, and
penetrated with gratitude and love to the great Father
of Mercy, they never again deviated from the path of
purity and devotion. The principles of Speculative Ma-
sonry, which had been communicated to Adam in Para~
dise, were never forsaken, even after having tasted the
bitter fruit of the forbidden tree; and as his progeny
increased, he communicated to them the divine precepts
and injunctions which were enfolded in that pure and
sublime science. When men became numerous upon the -
earth, the evil spirit of darkness was very busily engaged
in the corruption of their morals; and succeeded in
working up the malevolent passions in the heart of Cain,
until he apostatized from nry, and slew his brother

7 Hebrews ix., 22. ¥ Levitious xvii,, 11.
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Abel. God expostulated with the fratricide on the heinous
nature of his sin, and justified himself from the imputa-
tion of being the author of evil; He pronounced an addi-
tional curse on Cain and his posterity, and declared that
the ground should not henceforth yield to him its strength,
though cultivated with the utmost labour and ingenuity.
The principles, in which he had been educated, thus for-
saken, he was banished from his kindred, and sent forth
as a fugitive and a vagabond; protected, however, from
m'oonal violence, by a peculiar mark, which was acknow-
ged by all mankind.*

Being thus, by the mercy of God, protected from the
summary vengeance of his fellow men, Cain migrated
from the residence of his parents, as many of Adam’s
posterity had done before him, and planted a colony in
the land of Nod. Here his race forsook every good and
laudable pursuit, along with Masonry, and degenerated
into every species of impurity and wickedness; though
there were a few of his immediate descendants who
retained so much virtue as to exert the faint remains of
their masonic talents for the benefit of mankind. Thus
Jabal, the sixth in descent from Cain, invented the use
of tents; Jubal, his brother, invented music, and Tubal
Cain, his half-brother, invented the art of forging or work-

ing metals. Here Cain,. with the assistance of these-

artists, reduced the knowledge he had acquired from

1% 4 This mark was a 816N or TOKEN that no one should kill him.
The ridiculous conjectures upon this point have been almost without
number. Some imagine that God imprest a letter upon hia forehead :
and others have been 8o curious in their inquiries as to pretend to tell
what the letter was. A letter of the word ABEL say some; the four
letters of JEHOVAH say others; or a letter expressing his repentance,
say a third sort of writers. There have been some that imagined that

I's dog was appointed to go with him wherever he went, to warn
people not to kill him ; but this does not come up to the humour of a
Mrgc set upon Cain; and therefore other writers rather think his face
and forehead were leprous; others that his mark was a wild aspect
and terrible rolling eyes; others say that he was subject to a terrible
trembling, 8o as to be scarcely able to his food to his mouth; a
notion taken from the LXX., who translate *fugitive and vagabond,”
ovéyoy xal vpéuwy. And there are some writers that have 1mproved
this conceit by adding that, wherever he went the earth shook and
trembled round about him. But there is another notion of Cain's
mark, as good as any of the rest, viz., that he had a horn fixed on his
forehead, to teach men to aveid him!” (Shuckford's Connect.,
book 1.) . '

A s o m_a
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Adam to practice, and constructed a city, which he
named Hanoch, after his eldest son.®

The family of Cain lived in much fear of the rest of
Adam’s posterity, who they conjectured would revenge
the death of Abel upon them when a favourable oppor-
tunity should present itself. Lamech was the first who
endeavoured to remove their apprehensions, and proposed
a fortification as the most certain means of safety. By
his advice, Cain, with the assistance of Jabal and Tubal
Cain, encompassed his city with walls, as a place of
refuge, in case of interruption from the people around
them. = This city, being the first practical exertion of
Operative Masonry, was necessarily ill-constructed, and
probably worse defended. The habitations were merely
tents or huts, which served, indeed, to shelter them from
the inclemency of the seasons, but whose conveniences
were little superior to the dens and caves which had
hitherto been used as their places of domestic retreat.
The only great advantage derived from the construction
of this cit{ was that of association, from which many
important benefits resulted. The blessings of superior
civilization might ensue, in a well-regulated common-
wealth, from a union of interests and a reciprocity of
benefits: which could never be obtained while men
depended on their own isolated exertions for the neces-
saries of life; and existed, if not in absolute enmity with
all others of their species, at least without the conviction
that each occasional companion or associate was a firm
and constant friend. And if, in this solitary mode of living,
the duty of laying up stores of provision and comfort for
the winter were neglected, in that inclement season the

%0 «The invention ot building is by Mores attributed to Cain and
his issue : for it is certain he must have had many hands to join with
him when he built the first city. But in what year, or rather century
of his life this was done, we are not informed; only we have reason
to judge that he lived as many years as his brother Seth, which were
91&: and he might build this city, such as it was, in any part of his
time after his son’s birth, ag'reeablx to the Mosaical history. We
may suppose, therefore, that he did it when he was about seven or
eigﬂt hundred years old, and had seen seven or eight generations
descended from him ; each of which was in such numbers increased,
as was not only sufficient to build it, but to inhabit and defend it. In
so much time, all the arts might easily be invented which were requi-
site to such an undertaking.”” (Cumb. Sanch.) -
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improvident iudividual must inevitably perish with cold
and hunger; unless, with the strong arm of violence and
injustice, he wrested the miserable pittance from his more
g:ovident neighbour. This, we are assured by Diodorus

iculue’® was frequently the case; and hence, homicide
was very common among the antediluvians, and was the
particular species of violence which elicited the wrath of
God to sweep them from the earth.

But by the formation of a society or compact, in which
the bond was mutual security, these evils might have
been prevented; the social virtues of the heart might
display themselves, traces of civil government might be
visible, to restrain the impetuosity of human passion;
and some notions of the moral government of the uni-
verse, by a‘Superior Being, become impressed upon their
minds, and possess a genial influence on their morals.
Unfortunately the commonwealth of Hanoch enjoyed but
few of these benefits, from a want of regularity in its
founder. Rough and inhospitable himself, his posterity
were fierce an ungovernabﬁe, and more distinguished by
violence and licentiousness than peace and social order.
They had either forgotten God, or were wilfully disposed
to act in direct opposition to his commands. Their hos-
tility to the divine Author of their being announces the
decay of Primitive Masonry amongst them; and their
subsequent degeneracy shews how the human heart ma
be debased, when divested of these true principles, whic
so strongly stimulate to virtue and holiness.

After this public renunciation of God’s laws, vice
rapidly increased, until it brought on man’s destruction.
Lamech, who appears to have possessed great influence
in the city of Hanoch, introduced the evil of bigamy;
and the efects of his example increased to such a degree,
that, before the Flood, there existed amongst his posterity
an indiscriminate community of wives, as well as a bestial
intercourse with each ‘other® Holy Secripture has not
recorded their monstrous enormities: and as Masonry
was at length wholly given up by this race, I return to the
line of Seth, amongst whom it was yet cultivated, and its
precepts obeyed.

Seth, the son of 'Adam, was educated by his father in

#1 Lib. 1. * Euseb. Eccl. Hist., L. i,, 0. 2.
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the strictest prinociples of piety and devotion; and when
he arrived at years of maturity was admitted to a
icipation in the mysteries of nry, to which study
e applied himself with the most dili?ent assiduity. The
progress he made in this science is fully demonstrated by
the purity of his life. Associating with himself the most
virtuous men of his age, they formed lodges, and dis-
cussed the great princiglel of Masonry with yrREzDONM,
PRERVENCY, and zgaL. These Masons, in a few centuries,
made sach progress in the science, that they received
from their contempaoraries the appellation of Sons or
LieaT, or Soxs or gon. Their system of Masonry was
purely theological : its illustrations explained the nature
and attributes of God, the creation of the world, and the
unhappy fall of man. It pointed out the difference
between moral good and evil, and compared the ha'.pgineu
of Paradise with the pain, disease, and misery of this
wretched world; that the mind might be incited to
avoid a much greater iunishment, and aspire to the enjoy-
ment of a much higher degree of ha‘Ppineu in a future
state. It inculcated the precepts of religion, and the
necessity of divine worship; the sanctification of the
seventh day, with other particulars which every Mason
is acquainted with, who is master of our inimitable Fel-
low Craft’s Lecture.

From general illustrations of God’s attributes, these
indefatigable Masons proceeded to the study and investi-
gation of God’s created works. Of these, the celestial
orbs appeared the most prominent and splendid, and
were, therefore, contemplated with an eagerness of
research which produoedp the most important results.
The rudiments of AsTroNoMY were not only formed in
these early , but the science was carried to some
degree of perfection; and certainly inspired a sublime
idea of that glorious Being, who could create and govern
so vast and complicated a machine.

The Jewish Rabbins, in describing the holiness of this
race while engaged in these pursuits, present to the view
a true and beautiful picture of the results of Masonry,
when practised in its native purity. Separated, by the
divine economy, from the rebellious race of Cain, the
preserved the primitive sanctity of their Erogenitors until

about the year of the world 500. Their occupations




PAER-MANSONRY, 86

were purely spiritual, for they lived almost solely on the
spontaneous productions of Nature. The laws and
motions of the celestial bodies constituted their chief
study, and their usual amusement consisted in singing of
psslms to God. Endued with that benign principle
which we term cmamiTy, the passions of envy, hatyed,
and revenge found no place amongst them; injustice and
deceit were banished from their society; sincerity and
plain-dealing were their distinguishing characteristics;
and they lived, daily ripening for that state which is
enlightened by the presence of Ged for evermore. To the
gunty of these Sons or Gop, our most excellent patron,
t. John the Evangelist, compared that of the Christian
converts. He addresses them by the same ag)pellation,
and contrasts their conduct with that of the wicked,
whom he compares with the unrighteous race of Cain.®
8eth continued to preside over these sacred assemblies
until the time of Enoch; and finding that the spirit of
- Grod was in that highly favoured individual, and that he
excelled his brethren in wisdom and knowledge, he
installed him Grand Superintendent in his stead ; Py
to leave the science under the direction of so excellent a
protecior.

* 16t Ep. ifi., 1-12.
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, PERIOD IL

CHAPTER III.

On the Origin of the Arts and Sciences.

IT has been already explained that Masonry is divided
into two distinct parts, oPERATIVE and SPECULATIVE ; the
latter and most noble portion of which declined amongst
the descendants of Hgm and Japheth, when they re-
nounced the worship of the true God, and degenerated
into idolatry. They cherished, however, the former
division, amidst all the fluctuations of their fortune,
and diversities of modes of faith and worship. The
corruptions which gradually debased the moral Frinciple
in man, did not check his ardour in the pursuit of science,
or restrain the avidity with which he cultivated wisdom,
and the love of every useful art. The Egyptians were
celebrated for geometry, the Pheenicians g the perfec-
tion of their arithmetical calculations, the Chaldeans for
their knowledge of astronomy, and the Cretans for music.

The Island of Crete, which was planted in the ages
anterior to Abraham, so far excelled 1n the cultivation of
the fine arts, that men of learning and research, from
other conntries, visited this people to reap the benefit
of their improvements.! Under the patronage and genial
encouragement of their kings, they excelled not only in
music, but also in medicine, and the arts of civil and social
life;* they carried the art of working in brass and metals
to a greater perfection than any nation had done before
them;* they communicated their knowledge very freely
to other nations who applied for it, and even appointed
public teachers, whose office was to preserve their

! Diog. Laert.  * Diodor. Sicul.  ? Zenop. de Institut. Cyri.
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acquirements pure and free from sophisticated adultera-
tions. These teachers were appointed by an edict of the
state, and heavy penalties were denounced upon any
person who should attempt to give instruction in the
sciences without this authority.4

Yet, even when mankind had degenerated into perfect
religious indifference, and would scarcely acknowledge
that God was the supreme architect of the world, or of
the human structure, but deduced the original of all
things from a fortuitous concourse of atoms, they still
encouraged the fine arts, and advanced them to a high
degree of perfection. Hence the age of Augustus, the
most dark and ambiguous with respect to religion, was
esteemed the brightest era of time with respect to the
extent of human learning, and the perfection of human
science.

THE SEVEN LIBERAL SCIENCES,

Originally invented by Masons,® were transmitted
almost sole{y through their indefatigable zeal, before the
invention of printing. These sciences were much culti-
vated by the idolatrous nations, though they erred in not
applying their attainments to the knowledge and worshi

o¥ the %u reme Creator and Governor of the world,
which is the only true end of every scientific pursuit.
The study of the seven liberal sciences constituted the

¢ Thus Prometheus was condemned for inculcating the art of
forging metals, without being duly invested with authority from the
deputies legally appointed to grant it. (Plato in Prohg{ He was
pronounced a seducer of the people, and suffered banishment for
violating the laws of his country.

® A Reoord, which is preserved in the Bodleian Library, and was
written about the latter end of the fifteenth century, thus particu-~
lariges the arts invented by Masons.

¢ Quest. Whatte artes haveth theg:gonnes techedde mankynde ?

 Answ. The artes, Agricultura, itectura, Astronomia, Geo-
metri, Numeres, Musica, Poesie, Kymistrye, Governmente, and
Relygyonne.

“ Qu?at. Howe commethe Magonnes more teachers than odher
menne

¢ Answ. The hemselfe haveth alleine in arte of fynd newe
artes, whyche arte the ffyrste Maconnes receaved from Godde; by
the whyche they fyndethe whatte artes hem plesethe ; and the trem
way of techynge the same. Whatt odher menne doethe ffynde out,
v4 onelyche bey chaunce.” :
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usual course of instruction prescribed by philosophers
for the higher classes of mankind, and this course was
termed encyclopadia, or instruction in a cycle.®

The high antiquity of these and other philosophical
attainments, shews the avidity with which our ancient
brethren pursued knowledge, even after they had deviated
from the true worship of God. To trace these sciences
back to their original may be counted an adventurous
task ; but if, amidst the doubtful evidence which remains
of these times, we find strong presumptive proof that
they were in the exclusive possession of Masons in the
most early ages of the world, it will shew that Masonry
is not a negative institution, but that it is of some actual
benefit to mankind.

GRAMMAR

%Teaches the proper arrangement of words, according to the idiom
or dialect of any particular le, and that excellency of pronuncia-
tion which enables us to s orwﬁteshnguagewitgmmcy’
sgreeably to reason and correct usage.”’

It is highly probable that there existed a great variety
of dialects befpore the Flood, which would cause some

eneral elements to be both useful and necessary for a
geneﬁcial intercourse amongst mankind. The migration
of Cain into distant Sarts would separate his family from
the rest of the world for some ages; and the exclusive
pursuits in which they were engaged would materially
alter the original language: for new wants and new
acquirements would di‘xlnand new names and phrases,
which, being adopted from fancy or accident, would in a

¢ The professors of the spurious Free-masonry, it must be admitted,
were the most perfectly acquainted with the pursuits of human science.
Dr. Willet says, * The heathen were the first inventors of almost all
human arts; as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, of philosophy; Euclid,
Archimedes, Ptolmaus, of the mathematics ; Isocrates, Semost.heneu,
Cicero, of rhetoric; Homer, Pindarus, Virgil, of poetry ; Herodotus,
Thucydides, Livius, of history. Now, none ogo:.hese professions
are to be found amon'ﬁlthe pagans and infidels, but they flourish only
among Christians. e learned books and writings of gusﬁn Martyr,
Tertullian, Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Arnobius, Lactantius,
Cyprian, Hierom, Augustine, with the rest, do evidently shew how
the spoils of Egypt are now possessed only by the peopL of God’
(Hexapla in Exod., p. 165.)

TLect. of Masonry. Vide Preston’s “Illustrations.”
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few years change the character of the language altogether.
Theysame causes would produce an alt:ﬁﬁom the
language of every tribe which lived separate from the
general settlement of Adam; and repeated migrations
doubtless took place, even during the life-time of that

triarch, from the rapid increase of the human raee,
under the advantages of antediluvian longevity, which,
without intercourse, must, of necessity, produce so many
radical changes in the primitive language, as to fill the
world with new and different dialects, as infinite as the.
numerous tribes who might plant colonies in every part
of the habitable globe.

Before the time of Enoch, neighbouring tribes had
established a social intercourse with each other, which, by
the invention of boats, might in some cases be extended
to a considerable distance over the sea, having for its
basis mutual wants and mutual conveniences. This
intercourse rendered some simple medium necessary for
the better inferYretation of strange languages. An
object so desirable became the universal study; and it
was at length effected by Enoch, who invented an
alphabet to pe;:petuate sounds, and with it adopted some
general rules for fixing the character of language ; and
this was mar, which had, indeed, been long used
before such a science was actually known in its proper
and sgeciﬁc form. Its essence was coeval with language ;
for the use of speech includes the art of arran
words in such order as to convey an intelligible mean-
ing. The invention of letters would naturally inspire
the idea of converting this faculty into a science ; and
hence its most simple elements may be ascribed to
Enoch.

This alphabet quiring increased accessions of gram-
matical improvement before the translation of Enoch,
was committed by that excellent Patriarch to Methusa-
leh, and by him to Noah, with whom it survived the
Flood, and was transmitted by him and his sons to all
the generations of the world. Nosh carried his alphabet
to China, where, in the hands of a jealous and suspicious
We, it underwent changes without improvement.

ith the descendants of Shem, it continued to improve,
until it arrived at the perfection which the Hebrew
dialect so early attained. The Persian language was
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founded by his son Elam, and is evidently a dialect of
the Hebrew. The thirteen sons of Joktan carried the
same language and alphabet into Arabia, where, unpos-
sessed ofg literary genius, its inhabitants suffered it to
assume a new character, which, though nervous and bold,
retained its original simplicity. ~This was the dialect in
which the Booﬁ of Job 18 said to have been written. By
Ham and his son Mizraim, this alphabet was conveyed to
Egypt, whose philosophers and fpriests, in process of
time, substituted hieroglyphical for alphabetical charac-
ters, that their attainments might be kept secret from
the mass of mankind.* The Eg}yptian Cadmus, improving
upon the general principles of alphabetical knowledge,
conceived the idea of a apting an alphabet peculiar to
the characteristic principles of every distinct language.
He introduced a new alphabet, consisting of sixteen
letters, into Greece, and for this reason is considered by
many as the inventor of letters. The descendants of
Japheth carried the same alphabet and the same language
into the more remote parts of the world, varyirg into
different shades, as new tribes were formed, and fresh
migrations emanated from the colonies planted by the
parent stock.?

After the invention of letters, it would not be long
before the difference between substances and qualities,
action and passion, &c., would be marked by some
peculiar designation, and this, improving into a system,
would define the precise limits of every national language,
and an unerring standard would be produced, by which
the inequalities of a wild or barbarous dialect might be
reduced into symmetry and order.

® Although the alphabet published by Champollion contained only
134 hieroglyphical characters, which are, strictly speaking, phonetic,
yet, he has found out the real meaning and import of 730 more signs,
some of which are symbolical, and others figurative; so that the whole
number of all hieroglyphical characters, of evezdescription, amounts
to 864. Some of these are from birds, i)easts, hes, insects, pat s of
the human body, celestial appearances, geometrical figures, tools and
instruments of trade, &c., &c.” (Spineto, Lect. 3.)

? “The Greek, the Latin, and the Sanscrit languages,” says Sir W.
Jones, “ bear 8o great a resemblance to each other, that no philologer
could examine them all three without believing them to have sprung
from some common source, which perhaps no longer exists.” (Asiat.
Researches, vol. i. )
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RHETORIC,

“Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on any subjeot;.

not merely with propriety alone, but with all the advantages of force
and elegance: wisely contriving to captivate the hearer by strength of
argument and beauty of expression, whether it be to entreat or exhort,
to admonish or applaud.”

LOGIC,

% Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the general
knowl of things, anfludirects our inquiries after truth. It consists
ofa train of argument, whence we infer, deduce, and conclude,
according to certain premises laid down, admitted, or granted; andin
it are employed the faculties of conceiving, judging, reasoning, and
disposing, all of which are naturally led from one gradation to another,
till the point in question is finally determined.”*

Rhetoric, according to Aristotle,is a kind of scion
growing out of logic ;"' and these are correspondent the
one to the other.® Like grammar, they naturally
spring from language: for the rudest savages will use
different powers of language to express love and hatred ;
accusation, persuasion, or defence. Hence these sciences
existed in the very first ages, unrestricted by rule or
method, and governed only by the passions and affections
of those who used them. Primitive argumentation was
rude and unembellished, and directed solely to the pur-

ose in view. A striking instance of this is exhibited in
gain’s defence against the accusation of God. At first
he sternly denies any knowledge of the fate of his
brother ; but to qualify this bold falsehood, he resorts to
subterfuge: “ Am I my brother’s keeper?” When his
sentence is pronounced, he endeavours, by a subdued
language, to awaken the pity of his Judge, in mitigation
of punishment: *“ And Cain said unto the Lord, My

unishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou

t driven me out this day from the face of the earth,
aund from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive
and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass
that every one that findeth me shall slay me.””’* Another

imen of this sort of rhetoric occurs in the address of
;E::cnech to his wives; and these are sufficient to show
the originality of these sciences. The invention of
letters might lend an assisting hand to their improve-

1% Mas. Lect. i1 Rhet. L. i., & 2.
 Ibid L i, & 1. 1 Gen. iv., 13, 1€.
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ment; but it was not until many other refinements were

.introduced into the world, that they were arranged into

lt:le form of regular systems, and governed by specific
ws.

These sciences were much cultivated by the early
Masons, and vigorous efforts were made, in every age,
to attain superior excellence in those acquirements which
conveyed a decided superiority over the passions of men.
By the practice of these sciences, Thoth, the son of
lzzm' im, acquired much of his celebrity : for he was an
able rhetorician; and even received the appellation of
Hermes for his superior skill in logical disquisitions.™
The persuasive eloquence of Abraham was celebrated
thro¥hout the world; and, from the specimen recorded
by Moses,” his fame was not undeserved. In this

ect, Aaron is spoken of in terms of high commenda-
tion by God himself ;' and hence we may deduce that
these sciences were already recognized, and reduced, at
least, to an elementary form.

ARITHMETIC.

4 Arithmetio teaches the powers and properties of numbers, which
is variously effected by letters, tables, figures, and instruments. By
this art, reasons and demonstrations are given for finding out any
oertain namber, whose relation or affinity to another is already known
or discovered.”’

This science, according to Gale,!* had its origin with
God himself; because first computation of time is
made by the Deity at the creation.”

Some authors are of opinion that, in the first ages of
the world, arithmetic mceeded no farther than counting
the fingers of the left hand, which was the ne plus wlira
of notation; and here it remained without any advances
for many centuries; and that even at the time of the
QOdyssey it had scarcely advanced further; for Proteus is
there said to number his herd by fives. But surely this
reasoning is very insufficient; for if a sabbath was insti-
tuted at the creation, and a day of rest was ordained to
succeed every six days of labour, it must be admitted

Y Tertul. de Cor. Fest. ¥ Gen. ad
¥ Exod. iv,, 14. 7 Mns. Tach 2 4 S
1* Court of the Gentiles. ® Gen. ii., 2, 8.
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that Adam was acquainted with the art of aumbering
by sevens ; and as there existed no visible objects to guide
and assist him in this caloulation, it must have been
effected by the exercise of his reason and ingenuity.
And if this conjecture be true, it may be reasonably
supposed that his knowledge of this science extended
much farther. The computations, as we are assured from
the only legitimate source of information which we
possess respecting the knowledge of those very remote
ages, were similar to the mode in use at this day; viz., by
tens; and of this we have a very satisfactory evidence in
the prophecy of Enoch : ¢ Behold, the Lord cometh with
ten nd of his saints,” &c.® The construction of the

Ark, according to certain specified dimensions, proves

that Noah was acquainted with the more abstruse calcu-
lations attached to space and symmetry. .

It may be generally asserted that wheresoever Masons
were congregated for any particular purpose, there
arithmetic was known and practised. e proportions
of an edifice could not be correctly ascertained without
a knowledge of figures; and calculations could not be
effected without the aid of arithmetic. Besides, as the
riches of mankind consisted, in those early times, of
flocks and herds, some knowledge of numbers was abso-
lutely necessary to form a standard of comparative
wealth, by which the strength or power of a particular
tribe could alone be estimated.

After the flood we find arithmetic much cultivated;
and the patriarch Abraham eminently distinguished for
a competent knowledge of this science, which he taught,
in conjunction with other illuminated attainments, to his
family and friends.® ‘

Abraham introduced arithmetic as a science into
Egypt, and the philosophers were so fully impressed

% Jude 14.

! His caloulation of just men, proposed to the Almighty as a test
or condition on which was to be suspended the safety of Sodom, and
the rest of the cities threatened with destruction, was made by tens ;
and the same method prevailed amongst the relations of Abraham
when they delivered Re| a as the wife of Isaac; they prayed that
she might be the mother of thousands of millions; which shews that
this science had, at that time, attained full perfection in ome of its
ocomponent parts; for no better method has been since devised of
expressing an infinitely extended notation.




44 ANTIQUITIRS OF

with its transcendant advantages, as to make it an object
of incessant application. They blended it with the
mysteries of their religion and politics, and in after-ages
their general elucidations were effected by the assistance

of arithmetic. From Egypt it spread to other parts of -

the world; and Pythagoras, who investigated its proper-
ties with & more than common assiduity, pronounced
it to be an attainment more than human, and publicly
a;serted, that a knowledge of numbers was a knowledge
of God.

GEOMETRY.

4 Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes in
general, where length, breadm and thic{’nes: are considered, from a
point to a line, from a line to a superficies, and from a superficies to
8 solid.”**

According to Josephus, geometry was known to the
antediluvians. ¢Providence,” says he, “found it neces-
sary, for the promotion of virtue, and for cultivating the
study and improvement of astronomfy and geometry, to
give a long date to the life of man; for, agreeably to the
computation of the great year, no less a space of time
than six hundred years was required for making accurate
experiments in those sciences.”® As geometry is a sci-
ence on which all others depend, this conjecture of the
Jewish historian is undoubtedly correct ; for Cain could
scarcely practise architecture with any degree of success
without the aid of geometry ; nor could he apply himself
to apportion and divide the land of Nod amongst his
children,” had he not possessed some knowledge of this
fundamental science.

After the Flood we have positive evidence of the use
to which these sciences were applied. Not to mention
the negative;dproofs displayed in those gigantic monu-
ments erected by the most ancient inhabitants of the
post-diluvian world; the old constitutions of Masonry
affirm that Abraham was an eminent geometrician, and
communicated this science to the free-born only.

Diodorus, Proclus, and others, attributed the invention
of geometry to the Operative Masons of Egypt, under
the direction of Mizraim and Thoth. It is certain that
the early Egyptians were well versed in this science,

% Mas. Lect. 9 Ant., L. i, c. 4. * Ibid., . i, o. 8.
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which they applied to astronomy and all the liberal arts.
They found it particularly serviceable in ascertaining the
situation of landmarks, which formed the boundaries of
their respective estates, usually obliterated and destroyed
by the annual inundations of the river Nile.

Herodotus records the practice of geometry in the
reign of Sesostris, to whom, indeed, he attributes the
invention of this science. ¢ Sesostris,” says this histo
rian, “made a regular distribution of the lands of Egypt
He assigned to every Egyptian a square piece of ground
and his revenues were drawn from the rent which every
individual annually paid him. Whoever was a sufferer
by the inundation of the Nile was permitted to make the
king acquainted with his loss. Certain officers were
a&)ointed to inquire into the particulars of the injury,
that no man might be taxed beyond his ability. It may
not be improbable to suppose,” adds Herodotus, ¢ that
this was the origin of geometry.”’®

“The study of geometry among the Egyptians, owed
its original to necessity; for the nver Nile being swelled
with the showers falling in Ethiopia, and thence annually
overflowing the country of Egypt, and by its violence
overturning all the marks they had to distinguish their
_ lands, made it necessary for them, upon every abatement
of the flood, to survey their lands, to find out every one
his own by the quantity of the ground upon the survey ;
the necessity of which put them upon a more diligent

inquiry into that study, that thereby they might attain .

to some exactness in that which was to be of such
necessary, constant, and pertpetual use.”?®

The precise description of the Promised Land, which
was surveyed and marked out by unequivocal boundary-
lines, proves Moses to have had a mathematical know-
ledge, which was a part of the learning of the Egyptians
in which he was skilled.”

Pythagoras, who introduced Masonry into England, was
taught the elements of geometry in Egypt,® which he

. * Orig. Sac., book ii., . 2.

7 Cumb. Orig., Tract 3.

# We learn from Diodorus Siculus, that the ancient poets and
philosophers resorted to Egypt for the turposo of learnin, ir laws,
and acquiring every species of useful knowledge from people.
(Euseb. Prep. Evan,, L. 10.)
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reduoodtoam{u]uﬁenoe,onﬁxedmdoerhin prinei-
ples. He taught that a geometric point corresponded
with a wes&2 in arithmetic ; a line with two; nW
with three, and a solid with four. A principle still pre-
;erved amongst Masons, and inculcated in the second
ecture.

« After P ras, geom became the darlin
study of they(:m; m?l tht:,’it'ryleamed men applied itg
principles to mechanical purposes in general, as well as
to operat;lions in stone or ricl;.d And as lgdasonry kept

with geometry, so many lodges appeared, especially
me Grecian regl{blics, where lgbertg,p:mde, ansgelearn-
ing flourished ; as at Sicyon, Athens, Corinth, and the
cities of Ionia, till they perfected their beautiful Doric,
JTonsc, and Corinthian orders. From this time we date
the strict union between the free and accepted Masons,
which has subsisted ever since in all regular lodges.”®

Plato entertained so exalted an opinion of geomet.g,
that he inscribed on the portal of his school, “Lei no
one ignorant of ogeometry enter here;” thus making
geometry an introduction to the study of philosophy.

Euclid, a zealous and indefatigable Mason, applied
himself sedulously to the exclusive study of this science.
He collected ‘all the existing works of ancient mathema-~
ticians ; reduced geometry into order and regularity ; and
brought it to a degree of perfection, which has been
exceeded only by a truly masonic genius of our own
nation, whose modesty declined the laurels which his
merits entitled him to wear; and the illustrious name of
Sir Isaac Newton will elicit the admiration of mankind
so long as Nature follows her accustomed course, and
the frame of this world is governed by her laws.

Under this head may be properly classed the science
of architecture, which is “the art of building edifices

roper for habitation or defence. Although architecture,
in its utmost latitude, may be defined a mathematical
science, containing rules for designing and raising all
sorts of structures, according to geometrical proportion,
yet, in its ordinary acceptation, 1t is applied only to the
construction of such buildings as are necessary for the
purposes of civil life.”® It is divided into three parts:

8 Anderson’s Hist. of Masonry, edit. 1784, p.41. % Mas. Leot.
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civil architecture, military architecture, or fortification,
and naval architecture, or ship-building.® As the former
of these divisions appears more intimately connected with
Masonrly, as an institution of peace, harmony and bro
therly love, I shall confine my brief notices exclusively
to it.

Civil architecture, we certainly know, was practised
before the Flood, though we are ignorsnt of the precise
nature of their buildings, as the g;lood destroyed every
antediluvial monument, except one of the pillars of
Enoch. We have positive evidence, from the Books of
Moses, that Jabel built tents, and afterwards, probably,
Cain built a city: for, “in the space of nine hundred
years assigned to his life, he might live with, and make
use of, to build his city, those whom Sanchoniatho names
in the fifth and seventh generations from Protogonus;
viz., in the fifth, Memrumus, who also in Greek is called
Hypsuranius. He made houses about Palatyrus, com-
passed and covered with ordinary reeds, rushes, and the
paper-reed. In his seventh generation, he puts Chrysor,
whom he affirms to be the Hephaistus of the Greeks, and
the Latin Vulcanus, and his brother, the inventor of
bricks, tiles, and walls. These men joined together will
easily do all that belongs to the building of one or many
cities.” %

Very early after the Flood, architecture was con-
siderably advanced. The most noble monuments of
antiquity, the pyramids,® obelisks, and the gigantic

81 Naval architecture appears to have been practised before the
Flood; and originated in the use of shapeless masses of floating timber,
of sufficient buoyancy to sustain the weight of the adventurous in-
dividual who possessed the courage to entrust himself to such a frail
and uncertain support. In the fourth century of the world, a great-
grandson of Cain, as we are informed by an ancient writer, projected
the design of crossing rivers by means of rafts. His first effort was
simply to fell a tree, lop its branches, and cast the trunk into the
water, on which he committed himeelf to the mercy of the waves and
ourrents.” This rude and dangerous navigation wes improved by
Tubal Cain, who invented the axe and o&r iron tools. He con-
structed a slight boat or canoe for the purpose of fishing, and is said
to have been the first man who actually sailed.

32 Cumb. Sanch., p. 230.

82 For a description of the pyramids, &o., consult the new edition
of the History of Initiation. ’

5
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Spliynx,* added to those mighty efforts of human genius
displayed in the Tower of Babel, the wonders of the
city of Babylon, the Egyptian labyrinth, &c., assure
us of the great perfection to whicg this science was
carried in the most early ages of the world. The
rimitive inhabitants of Ethiopia, who received their
owledge of Masonry from Cush, the grandson of Noah,
erected monuments of art which remain to this day.*

MUBIO.

% Musio teaches the art of forming ooncords so as to compose
delightful harmony, by 8 mathematical and proportional arrangement
of acute, grave, and mixed sounds. This art, by a series of experi-
ments, is reduced to a demonstrative science, with respect to tones
and the intervals of sound. It inquires into the nature of conocords
and discords, and enables us to find out the proportions between them
by numbers.’’*

Music, the next in order of the seven liberal sciences,
was successfully cultivated by the idolatrous nations, as
well as the true worshippers of God, and has been a

eneral masonic pursuit from the time of its invention
in the most early ages. This science was practised be-
fore the Flood; for Moses informs us that Jubal, the son
of Lamech, “was the father of all such as handle the
harp and organ:”¥ and this is all we know, with any
degree of certainty, of the origin and use of musical
instruments before the Flood. Thoth or Hermes is said,

% This monstrous statue, formed with a virgin’s head dnd a lion’s
body, was symbolical of the overflowing of the Nile, which happened
when the sun was in the signs of Leo and Virgo. It had its name
from this circumstance; for the word sphynr, in the Chaldean

ignifies to overflow. This monument of Egyptian
assiduity, which will exist as long as the world shall endure, was cut
out of a solid rock, and intended as a sepulchre for King Amasis.

8 Bruoe tells us of obelisks, pillars, and prodigious gmgments of
colossal statues of the Dog Star, which are of the highest antiquity,
and are still to be seen in this country : and adds, that, * the Cushites,
with unparalleled industry, and with instruments utterlg‘nnknown to
us, formed to themselves commodious yet wonderful habitations, in
the heart of mountains of granite and marble, which remain entire in
ﬁi{n:ﬁnmg:o this day, and promise to do so till the consumma-

”
% Mas. Loot. " Gen. iv., 21,
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b}y Apollodorus, to have invented music.® His invention
of the lyre was the effect of accident. Striking his foot
against a dead tortoise, on the banks of the Nile, whose
cartilages were distended across the shell, and dried by
the heat of the sun, the concussion produced a distinct
and continuous sound. Impressed with this idea, he
constructed an instrument in the form of a tortoise, and
strung it with the dried sinews of animals.® This in-
strument consisted of three strings; to improve which,
Apollo (who was cotemporary with Hermes, for he is
said to be the Phut of Moses, and was esteemed the most
able musician of antiquity) added a fourth; a fifth was
added by Corebus; a sixth by Hiagnus; a seventh by
Terpander; and Pythagoras increased the number of
strings to eight, and practised the method of tuning dia~
tonically. This great man afterwards made an instru-
ment with fifteen strings, which completed the double
octave, and his system became at length distinguished by
the appellation of the Pythagorean System. In process
of time, the system was pert%cted by the introduction of
the Chromatic and Enharmonic Scales; the former by
Timotheus, and the latter by Olympus.®

The extraordinary effects produced by music on the
passions of men in ancient times caused it to be much
used in religious ceremonies. From Egypt the science
was carried by the children of Israel into Canaan; and
so attached were they to it, that every rite of their
worship was accompanied with music. The priests
were necessarily musicians ; and the assistance of a
musical instrument was a usual accompaniment to the
delivery of prophecies, to éxpress more feelingly the

# « No one person ought to be strictly called the inventor of an
art which seems to be npatural to, and coeval with, the human
species; but the l;llgmy})ﬁan Mercury is, without doubt, entitled to the

ise of havi o striking improvements in music, as well as of
g:ving advanced, in various respects, the civilization of the people,
whose government was chiefly committed to his charge.” (Morison.)

3 Apollodorus.

4% Eusebius relates (de Prep. Evan., 1. 2, ¢. 1) that Osiris, when
he travelled about the world to plant colonies and civilize mankind,
bad with him as companions, Apollo and Pan, as well as nine Virgins,
80 celebrated for their respective talents as to be afterwards termed,
in Greece, the Nine Muses, because of the sweetness of their voices
and instruments
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sentiment of joy or terror which they were intended to
inspire.

he ancient Lodges of Free-masons, whether congre-
gated on the highest of hills or in the lowest of valleys,
were opened and closed, as we have reason to believe,
with solemn music, as well as solemn prayer; and at
the dedication of King Solomon’s Temple, as we are in-
formed by Josephus, there were present twenty thousand
"%t this da dignified by li

t this , our meetings, dignified by liter: re-
search and scz;ntiﬁc illustra%;eion, are enlivened ‘l!)ryythe
enchanting power of music, which lends a portion of
refinement to our more social and relaxed pursuits, and
adds a charm to Masonry, which leaves no sting behind.

ABTRONOMY.

s Astronomy is that divine art by which we are taught to read the
wisdom, stren?th, and beauty of the Almighty Creator in those sacred
pages—the celestial hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, we can
observe the motions, measure the distances, comprehend the magni-
tudes, and caloulate the periods and eclipses of the heavenly bodies :
by it we learn the use of the globes, the system of the world, and the
preliminary law of Nature. While we are employed in the study of
this science, we must perceive unparalleled instances of wisdom and
ﬁoodness, and through the whole creation trace the Glorious Author

y his works.” ¢!

Philosophy and astronomy, as we learn from Strabo,
were cultivated by the Egyptians,® who kept their m
teries secret from all but the initiated; this practice
they derived from Thoth, their second monarch, whose

41 Mas. Lect.

43 « The orders and motions of the stars,” says Diodorus, * are
observed at least as industriously by the Eggpﬁm as by any other
people whatever; and they keep records of the motions of each for
an inoredible number of years; the study of this science having been,
from the remotest times, an object of national ambition with them. .
They have also most punctually observed the motions and periods
and stations of the planets, as well as the power which they possess
with respect to the nativities of animals, and what or evil in-
fluences they exert ; and, they frequently foretell what is to happen to
s man throughout his life; and not uncommonly predict a failure of
orops or an abundance, and the occurrence of epidemic diseases
unor':f men or beasts. They foresee, also, earthquakes and floods,
and the appearance of comets, and a variety of other things which
appear impossible to the multitude.” .




FREE-MASONRY. 81

wisdom exalted him to the confidence of his grandfather,
Ham. Now, as Egypt is one of the most ancient na-
tions in the world of which we have any authentic
records, to Egypt we must look for the early perfection
of many sciences which have not been noticed in the
Mosaic Records.
The science of astronomy was certainly invented by the
erity of Seth, though the Jewish Rabbins insist that
1t was revealed to Adam by God himself. Josephus does
notsanction this hypothesis: he merely observes :—*¢ That
the children of Seth were the first persons who studied
the motions and influences of the heavenly bodies.””® But
Equlemus absolutely ascribes the invention of astronomy
to Enoch:# and it is thought, from an observation of
Josephus, that the antediluvians were acquainted with
the grand period of six hundred years, in which the
heavenly bodies return to the same relative situation.

Shuckford says:—¢ Noah must be well apprized of the
usefulness of this study, having lived six hundred years
before the Flood; and he was, without doubt, well
acquainted with all the Arts of life that had been invent-
ed in the first world; and this, of observing the stars, had
been one of them; so that he could not only apprize his
children of the necessity of, but also put them into some
method of, prosecuting those studies.”*

After the Flood, therefore, the line of Ham were by no
means ignorant of this science; on the contrary, the
Pheenicians and Egyptians attained a very early know-
ledge of the planets as distinct from the stars; and even
arranged the clusters of stars into constellations, by which
they are in the present day distinguished.®

hronologers tell us, that the first celestial observations
after the Flood were made immediately subsequent to
the erection of the Tower of Babel; and this seems to be

¢3 Apt, L 1, 0.3
4¢ Euseb. Pr.sp Evan, L 9, ¢. 17. -

4¢ Thus Cronus, or Ham, was consecrated into the plamet Saturn.
(Euseb. de Praep., 1. 1,0. 10.) Thoth, or Athothes, was consecrated
into Me: . (Erat. Cat., 0.23.) The bodies, according to Plutarch,
of Qsiris, Isis, Typhon, &ec., were worshipped on , and their
souls shone as the stars in heaven. Isis was called the Dog-star;
Orus appeared in the constellation known by the name of Orion, lld

Typhon j» Ursa Major. (De Isid.)
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confirmed by what Porphyry tells us, that when Alexan-
der took Babylon, he found in that city astronomical
observations for nineteen hundred and three years; and
this brings them within fifteen years of the building of
Babel.#

‘ Berosus, who collected the ancient Chaldean monu-
ments, and published treatises of their astronomy and
philosophy, gave an account, in his history, of a man
among the Chaldeans in the tenth generation after the
Flood, ¢ who was righteous, and great, and skilful in the
celestial science;'# which character agrees with that of
Abraham, who is said by Josephus to have taught the
Egyptians astronomy and arithmetic, of which sciences
they were utterly ignorant before his time.”#

Theinvestigations in this chapter are calculated to shew,
that the science of Masonry, which embraces every branch
of human learning, and applies each to the only end which
can make men truly use?ul here, or happy hereafter—the

lory of God—was practised amongst the descendants of
%am and Japheth so far only as its operative nature
extended; for they stopped short at the portal of that
most sublime and spiritual edifice, “a building not made

47 The subdivision of the day into hours was not known to Moses
and consequently the l.I‘I;ngpt:ians, rior to his time, were ignorant of
it. Acocording to Herodotus, the Babylonian priests first divided the
day into twenty-four equal parts ; and, subsequently, their neighbours,
the Chaldeans, who were much addicted to astrological speculations,
assigned to the days of the week the planetary names which they
still retain. Conceiving that every hour of the day was under the
influence of its governing planet, by a rotary motion, they appropri-
ated to each day the name of the planet which appeared to govern
the first hour of it; whenoe the names of the days had an astrono-
, micalorigin. The method was this. Beginning with the first day after
the creation, and arranging the planets thus—Sol, Venus, Mercury,
Luna, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, they named the first day after the sun.
Thus Venus would govern the second, ninth, sixteenth, and twenty-
third hours; Mercury, the third, tenth, seventeenth, and twenty-
fourth ; which would consequently give to Luna the first hour of
second duy; which was henoe named Dies Lunss; and so on of the

rest.
* Jos. Ant., 1. 1, 0. 7. 0 Bp, Tomline.
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with hands, eternal in the heavens.”® Hence, at the
coming of Christ to restore the primitive religion, and
with it the essence of Speculative Masonry, the idolatrous
worship sunk to decay, and all the works founded on its
basis mouldered into dust and ruins.’ At his birth, the
popular legend accredited amongst the idolaters was, that
the groves and temples consecrated to demoniacal worship
echoed with the most tremendous howlings; the waves
of the adjacent seas swelled with an unusual agitation ;
the priests, overwhelmed with awe, inquired of their
oracles the causes which produced these alarming and
supernatural phenomena; when a voice was said to
answer—*‘ Our reign is expired. We are struck dumb
by the appearance of a superior power!”s However
this may be, the fatal shock which idolatry received by
the appearance of Jesus Christ on earth is attested by
evidence of a much more certain and specific character;
the public confession of demons expelled by Our Saviour
from possessed individuals (as recorded by the Evange-
lists,) whose uniform cry was, Torment us not! We
know and acknowledge thee to be the Son of God. And
pearly four centuries after this, when Julian, in his
attempt to restore the idolatrous worship, urged the
oracle of Apollo, at Daphne, to declare the cause of his
silence, the god replied, by Ais priests, that he was pre-
vented from answering by the bones of a Christian saint
which were buried adjacent to the Temple. The bones
were removed by Julian’s order, and the Temple was soon
after destroyed {a fire from heaven.

The triumph of Christianity over Idolatry and Judaism
is amply corroborated by the conduct of this apostate
emgemr, in his impious attempt to frustrate the prophecy
of Jesus Christ, and rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem.
The miraculous interposition of Heaven to prevent the
execution of this project, and assert the truth of Chris-

$° 2 Cor. v., 1.
! Vide Suidas, vooe Delphi. Plut. Defect. Orac. And our own
says:—
"i'-:-muffo ht;-o:;dnd.h'uﬁw.
Apﬂo,bon‘gl:::u,
mmhuwmm-mammﬂ-‘.
m%mzwm- prophetis oell
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tianity, is recorded by Christian, Jewish, and Pagan
writers. Gregory Nazianzen thus expresses himself on
this mysterious subject :—* The Jews set about the work
of rebuilding with great attention, and pushed on the
project with the utmost labour and application. But
- when now driven from their work by a violent whirlwind
and a sudden earthquake, they ﬂedy together for refuge
to a certain neighbouring church. There are, who say,
the church refused them entrance, and that, when they
came to the doors, which were wide open but a moment
before, they found them on a sudden closed by a secret
and invisible hand. As they strove to force their way in
by violence, the FirE, which burst from the foundations of
the Temple, met and stopped them ; and one part i burnt and
destroyed, and another it desperately maimed, leaving them
a living monument of God’s condemnation and wrath
against sinners.” * The day after the earthquake,” adds
the Rabbin Gedaliah ben Joseph Iechajah, ““a dreadful
fire fell from heaven, which melted all the IroN TooLs
and Instruments employed about the work ; and destroy-
ed many, nay, incredible numbers of the Jews.” And
the truth of this statement is confirmed by the coufession
of Ammianus Marcellinus, Julian’s professed Pagan apo-
logist, who describes this miracle in the following words:
“Julian committed the conduct of this affair to Alypius
of Antioch, who formerly had been lieutenant in Britain.
‘When, therefore, this Alypius had set himself to the vigor-
ous execution of his charge, in which he had'all the assist-
ance that the governor of the province could afford him,
borrible balls of fire breaking out near the foundations
with frequent and reiterated attacks, rendered the place,
from time to time, inaccessible to the scorched and b?aat;ed
workmen; and the victorious element continuing in this
manner, obstinately and resolutely bent, as it were, to
drive them to a distance, Alypius thought it best to give
over the enterprise.”®
The particular stone in the foundation from which these
terrible flames issued, is said, by old Masons, to be the
same which Jacob used for a resting-place when journey-
ing towards Padanaram in Mesopotamia.®

:’ Vid. Warb. Julian, p. 45. )
¥ See the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review for 1841, p. 269.
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CHAPTER 1V.

OONTAINING NINE HUNDBED AND FIFTY-SIX YEARS.

View of Masonry from Enoch to the Universal Deluge.

Tae great and prominent truth to be illustrated in
these views of ancient Masonry is, that religion, or the
genuine worship of God, was the chief object of masonic
practice in the primitive ages of the world. And this
may be deduced from the existence of pure Masonry at
the present day; for, had it been erected on any other
foungation but the glory of God,—had it been instituted
solely to exalt human wisdom, or to promote human
greatness,—it would have been but as a flitting sunbeam,
which passeth away and leaves no trace behind.

Religion was the only foundation on which our Order
could be securely placed; for no institution can be firm
or permanent which is not supported by the favour and
protection of the Deity. Every thing merely human
must inevitably decay and crumble to ruins before the
all-devouring hand of Time.

¢ The oloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temple, the great globe itself,
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve,
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision,
Leave not & wreck behind.!

But the word of God, and every thing founded on
that basis, shall never fail. Even ¢ the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and the works
that are therein, shall be burnt up;”* but Masonry, pure
and uncontaminated with earthly abominations, shall
triumph over the general and universal dissolution, and
shall cement the Host of Heaven in a holy union and
communion to all eternity.

! Shaks. Temp. * § Pet. iii., 10.
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Before Enoch assumed the superintendence of our
Order, there appears to have been some intermixture of
the two lines ot Seth and Cain, for the world does not
exhibit so bright an aspect as during the last period.
Adam, however, was yet living, and his authority was
sufficient to restrain the race over which he possessed
the supreme government, as king, priest, and prophet,
from those rash and violent deeds, which, after his death,
deformed the face of Nature.

Epoch prosecuted his scientific researches with inde-
fatigable industry, and communicated his discoveries to
his brethren. The line of Seth were, indeed, less eminent
than the Cainites for mechanical arts, because their
dttention had been devoted to more sublime pursuits.
They practised very successfully the speculative sciences
which form a constituent part of Masonry. The celes-
tial bodies were objects otp their constant investigation.
In the science of astronomy Enoch made many improve-
ments; and it is thought that he was acquainted with the
grand period of six hundred years, at the expiration of
which, the sun and moon return to the precise situation
which they occupied at the beginning of it. Other
sciences were invented and perfected by Enoch, which
tend to illustrate God’s attributes and perfections; and
hence this extraordinary patriarch earned a distinguished
reputation, which will endure, both amongst Masons and
Christians, until the frame of this world shall be shook
in &ieces by the voice of the archangel and the trump
of God.

But the study of human science was not the sole
intention of God in the creation of man. He formed
him for a nobler purpose; and these studies were but
secondary considerations, springing as natural effects
from natural caases. Of this truth we bave had abund-
ant proofs, in the view we have already taken of the
origin of the sciences. For it appears that the idol-
atrous nations were not deficient in scientific knowledge,
tho:llgh they had renounced their allegiance to the true
God.

Enoch practised Masonry, of which he was now
installed Girand Master, with such effect, that God
vouchsafed, by immediate revelation, to communicate to
him some peculiar mysteries, in token of his approba-

]
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tion. The most valuable of these, according to old tra-
ditions, was that sSACRED NAME oR WORD, which demands
our utmost veneration, and enables man to reflect on the
goodness of his Maker with renewed sentiments of rever-
ence and devotion.

The degeneracy of mankind increasing, Enoch ex- .

horted them to turn from their unrighteous ways, and
imitate the purity of their forefathers. He pressed upon
them the nature of their obligations; he reiterated their
duty to God and man; but the fascinations of pleasure
had so intoxicated their senses, that the sober admo-
nitions of reason and duty were little regarded. He
therefore called a special assembly of Masons in whom
he could confide, and in the presence of Adam, Seth,
Jared his father, and Methusaleh his son, he enumerated
the accumulating wickedness of man, and the enormous
evils which were desolating the earth; and implored
their advice and assistance in stemming the torrent of
impiety which threatened a universal corruption. It
was here Adam communicated that terrible prophecy,
that all mankind, except a few just persons, should so
far swerve from their allegiance to God, as to cause the
destruction of all created things by water and fire.?

§ «The tablet of the last judgment,” says Dr. Young, * which is
8o well illustrated by the testimony of l;iodorus, concerning the
funerals of the Egyptians, i:h:onnd near ﬁ:h: elﬁl of alm::zd tthh:
manuscripts u apyrus that are so uently discov in
coffins ofp the lx)::mll)mes, and among others in Lord Mountnorris's
hieratic manuscript, printed in the collection of the Egystnn Society.
The E‘r:nt deity sits on the left, holding the hook and the whip or
fan; his name and titles are generally placed over him. Before hi
is a kind of mace, supporting something like the skin of a leopard ;
then a female Cerberus, and, on a shelf over her head, the tetrad of
termini, which have been already distinguished by the names, ¢ Te-
trarcha,’ ‘Anubis,’ ¢ Macedo,’ and *Hieracion,’ each having had his
appropriate denomination written over his head. Behind the Cerberuns
stands Thoth, with his style and tablet, having just begun to write.
Over his head, in two columns, we find his name and titles, including
his designation as a scribe. The balance follows, with a little baboon
as a kind of genius sitting on it. Under the beam stand Cteristes
and Hyperion, supposed by Mr. Champollion to be Anubis and Horus,
who are employed in adjusting the equipoise; but their names in this
manuscript are omitted. The five columns over the balance are only
remarkable as containing, in this instance, the characteristio phrase,
or the name of the deceased, intermixed with other characters. Be-
yond the balance stands a female holding the sceptre of Isis, who
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From this information Enoch formed his plans for
rving the knowledge he had acquired, amidst the
Sevastation necessarily attending the predicted calamity.
The sacred mysteries committeg to his charge occupied
his first and most anxious solicitude. Being inspiretf by
his Maker, and in commemoration of the wonderfid vision
on the holy mountain, in which these sublime secrets were
revealed to him, he built a temple in the bowels of the
earth, the entrance to which was through nine several
porches, each supported by a pair of pillars, and curi-
ously concealed from human observation. The perpeu-
dicular depth of this temple was eighty-one feet trom
the surface. Enoch, Jareg, and Methusaleh were the
three architects who constructed this subterranean edi-
fice; but the two latter were not acquainted with the
secret motives which influenced Enoch in causing this
cavern to be dug. The arches were formed in the
bowels of a mountain, which wus afterwards denomi-
nated Calvary, in the land of Canaan; and the temple
was dedicated to the living God. .

He then made a plate of gold in the form of an equi-
lateral triangle, each of whose sides was eighteen inches;
which he enriched with. precious stones, and encrusted
it on a triangular agate of the same dimensions. On
this plate he engraved the ineffable characters he had
seen in his vision; and alone, in silence and solitude, he
descended throu%h the nine portals into the temple, and
placed this invaluable treasure upon a cubical pedestal
of white marble.

When the temple was completed, Enoch made nine
secret doors of stone, and placed them at the entrance
of the portals, with an iron ring inserted in each for the
facility of raising, in case any wise and good man of
future ages should be led to explore the secret recesses
of this sepulchral vault. He then closed up the whole,

seems to be called Rhea, the wife of the sun. She is looking back
at the personage, who holds up his hand as a mark of respect, and
who is identified as the deceased, by the name simply placed over
him, without any exordium. He is followed by a second dees,
who is also holding up her hands in token o{ respect, and whose
namel looks éik; a personiﬁca:i:ion of honour and glory, unless it is
simply intended to signify a divine priestess, belonging to the order
of Pterophori, mentioned on the%iouua stcme."gmg
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that the secrets there deposited might remain in perfect
security amidst the anticipated destruction of mankind;
for the contents of this temple were not entrusted to
any human being. Enoch paid occasional visits to the
temple, for the purpose of offering up his prayers and
thanksgivings in & peculiar manner to the God who had
vouchsafed to him alone such distinguished favours.

As the world increased in wickedness, and the threat-
ened destruction visibly approached nearer and nearer,
Enoch, trembling for the fate of those useful arts and
sciences which he had ‘invented or improved, proceeded
without delay to provide for their transmission to future

es: for the accomplishmeat of which, his knowledge
of letters lent the greatest facility. Upon a high moun-
tain, therefore, he erected two great pillars, one of
marble and another of brass, to preserve the true princi-

les of science for the benefit of a future world; the
zmner of which he conceived would withstand fire and
the latter water. On these he engraved the elements of
the liberal sciences, including Masonry ; and also a noti-
fication that he had concealed a valuable treasure in the
bowels of the earth, which contained the essence and
end of Masonry, and was consecrated to the only true and
living God. t him that hath wispoMm find it!

Enoch perceiving that men did not reform, from his
repeated exhortations, instituted that form of excommu-
nication known amongst the primitive Christians by the
name of Maranatha, being derived from Maran, the Lord,
and Ath, fire. After giving them a solemn warning of
the dreadful punishment which awaited their obdurate
iniquity, he resigned the government to his son Lamech;
and on his fervent petition for death, it pleased God to
translate him from the Lodge on earth to the Lodge
above, where his piety was rewarded with everlasting
glory. Hisfarewell exhortation was calculated to awaken
mankind from their lethargy, if they had not been dead
to every impulse but that of vice. ¢ Behold,” says he,
“the Lord cometh, with ten thousand of his saints, to
execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they
have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

4 Jude, 14, 15.



60 ANTIQUITIRS OF

Being libersted from a monitor whom they regarded
with some degree of awe and reverence, mankind pro-
ceeded to the unlimited gratification of their rebellious
passions, without fear of restraint.

The fascinations held out by the Cainites were toc
powerful for the children of Seth to resist, and their
minds became rapidly tainted with the abominations of
idolatry; they worshipped the host of heaven; they
erected shrines to the honour of imaginary rural deities;
and at length Tubal Cain was exalted to the dignity of a
god, under the appellation of Pulcan. This was the first
Instance of a mortal being deified, and it took place in the
seventh generationfrom Adam.® To thisgod the Egyptians
afterwards assigned the attributes of prescience, power,
and unlimited duration or immortality. While the rei
of other gods was confined within certain and specific
limits, the reign of Vulcan was declared without end.

Lamech, unable to stem the torrent of depravity,
placed the government in the hands of Noah, who endea-
voured to restore the principles of Crariry, or love of
God and man, which appeared to be in danger of univer-
sal deterioration. To accomplish this purpose, he did
not confine his Lectures to the private and select assem-
blies of immediate friends, but publicly denounced the
Jjudgments of God against those wicked practices to
which they were inordinately addicted, and at the same
time persuaded them, by the most affectionate exhorta-
tions, to keep their passions within compass, to adore
their Creator, and to act upon the square with all their
fellow-creatures.

In the first ages of the antediluvian world, all men
lived in the enjoyment of unrestrained freedom, and it was
impossible for any person to be reduced to a state of
bondage: and this was one of the primitive laws of civil
society, as many writers are of opinion. Personal slavery,
which, according to Cicero, means the devotion of an
abject mind, which has no will of its own, is supposed to
have begun amongst that race of people whom the
Scriptures denominate giants. By the hand of violence
they assaulted and made slaves of men and women, whom
they kept in a degrading state of servitude, and compelled
to administer to their pleasures or their vices. This was

® Sanch. in Euseb. Pep. Evan,, 1. 1, o. 10.
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8o terrible an innovation in the divine economy, and so
destructive of the principles of Masonry, that Noah
laboured with incessant diligence and assiduity to restore
the primitive laws against slavery, and prevent amongst
mankind an unnatural traffic in their own species.

Mankind, thus besotted with their lusts, and advanc-
ing by rapid but almost impercef)tible gradations to the
utmost extent of wickedness, slighted the precepts of
wisdom and experience; even Noah himself was derided,
and esteemed little superior to a visionary enthusiast.
Foreseeing, therefore, the world’s destruction to be
inevitable, he proclaimed himself clear of their blood,
and offered up his prayers to God for the salvation of his
house. The prayer of Noah was heard, for he had found
grace in the eyes of the Lord. And God said unto Noah,
“The end of all flesh is come before me ; for the earth is
filled with vielence through them; and behold I will
destroy them with the earth! Make thee an ark of
gopher wood: rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and
shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And this
is the fashion which thou shalt make it of:—the length
of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it
fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A window
shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou
finish it above; and the door of the ark shailt thou set in
the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories
shalt thou make it® And behold I, even I, do bring a
flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh
wherein is the breath of life from under heaven, and
every thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee
will I establish my covenant, and thou shalt come into
the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’
wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh,
two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark to keep
them alive with thee.””

¢ The ark of Noah is a superb specimen of the perfection to which
the art of naval architecture attained before the Flood. It has,
indeed, been asserted that the description given by Moses was figur-
ative ;—that it was impossible to construct a machine of treble the
dimensions of a first-rate man-of-war, which would have answered the
intended purpose. But the futility of this reasoning is evinced by
the corroborating testimony of heathen authors, not only respecti
the ark itself ; but also in reference to other ancient vessels, oge o::f
if not saperior bulk. . T Gen. vi., 8-19.
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In obedience to the commands of God, Noah began
the work, and proceeded in it amidst the ridicule and
derision of mankind ; who slighted his warnings, despised
his promises, and even threatened to recompense with

ersonal violence his benevolent intentions towards them.
he ark was finished in three periods of forty years each,
which was the term to which God limited human life

. after this event.® At the expiration of one hundred and

twenty years, Noah, with his family, entered into the

ark, with the clean beasts by sevens, and the unclean by
irg ®

¢ In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day
were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and
the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and the
waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth, and all the
high hills that were under the whole heaven were
covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail,
and the mountains were covered. And every living sub-
stance was destroyed which was upon the face of the
the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping
things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were
destroyed from the earth ; and Noah only remained alive,
and they that were with him in the ark. And the
waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty
day&mo

8 Jos. Ant., 1. 1, o. 4.

* The form and dimensions of the ark have afforded much
speculation amongst the learned, who have «lmost unanimously pro-
nounced its capacity too small, according to the common mode of
calculation, to contain the number of animals which went into it.
But Bishop Wilkins shows, that, by taking the oubit at eighteen
inches, the ark was rather too large than otherwise. This learned pre-
late concludes, that there were only seventy-two species of quadrupeds
in the ark ; the carnivorous animals, he computes, would not ocoupy
more room, or consume & greater quantity of food, than twenty-seven
wolves, and for these about one thousand eight hundred sheep would
be sufficient for food. The remainder would take up no more room
than two hundred and eighty oxen, and would consume about 109,500
tons of hay. These would not be sufficient for the ca wltfy of the
two first stories, as it would allow a space of u wugs of sixteen
square feet for each animal; and Noah and his &mily, with every
species of winged fowl, would leave room, in the third story, for the

offices, besides a considerable space for exercise.

1* Gen. vii,, 11, 12, 19, 20, 23, 24.




This great convulsion of nature not only destroyed all
created flesh (and the antediluvian world is supposed to
have contained two millions of millions of souls), but
washed away and obliterated almost every vestige of the
works of art. Scarcely a building, or the remains of a
building, was left, to mark the s];lot where human great-
ness or human folly had reared the proud monument of
emptiness and vanity; even the brazen pillar of Enoch
gave way before the overwhelming torrent of destrue-
tion, which even removed mountains and shook rocks
.rom their solid base. But God preserved the pillar of
stone, and by this means the state of Masonry, before
the Flood. was transmitted to posterity.
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PERIOD III.

CHAPTER V.
On the Idolatrous Mysieries, as contrasted with Kree-Masonry.

THE mysteries practised by idolatrous nations were
nothing else but the secrez solemnities of divine worship,
and were invented to cast a solemn veil over their rites,
which might sanction and recommend the worship of
false gods to those who, without some splendid and
imposing stimulus, might be disinclined to renounce the
true God, and embrace the worship of idols.! These
mysteries, avowedly established on the same basis as
Masonry, were secretly intended to produce an effect
quitem;{e reverse; for they were instituted with the
express design of making our science subservient to the
very worst and most degrading practices of idolatry.
Hence, the two institutions have been frequently con-
founded together; and Masonrg becomes stigmatized
with infidelity, if not atheism, an char%ed with renounc-
ing every scriptural doctrine contained in the genuine
fountain of revealed truth. A comparison between the
mysteries of idolatry and genuine Masonry will show
how far the latter was practised in these institutions,
and will distinctly mark the line of separation which
distinguishes the one from the other.

The Eleusinian, the Orphic, the Bacchic, and all those
innumerable mysteries practised by the heathen in every
age, were instituted to perpetuate a remembrance of the
events which occurred at the universal Deluge, and to

! And they did, aocoordingly, dpﬂ:niuot!’ a most astonishing effect
upon the minds of an ignorant and superstitious p:?lo; and by their
means, the power of priesthood was extended to the verge of
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preserve the knowledge of a future state of rewards and
punishments. But, while inculcating that true doctrine,
they added many false and pernicious tenets, which per-
verted both its nature am}x:md. “They taught,” says
Warburton, ¢ that the initiated should be happier than
all other mortals in a future state ; that while the.souls
of the profane, at their leaving the body, stuck fast in
mire and filth, and remained in darkness, the souls of the
initiated winged their flight directly to the happy islands,
and the habitations of the gods.”*

Now Masonry does not inculcate any such doctrine.
Its design is thus concisely and truly defined in Arnold’s
dictionary. ‘Masonry,” says that lexicographer, “is a
moral Order, instituted with the praiseworthy design of
recalling to our remembrance the most sublime truths
in the midst of the most innocent and social pleasures,
founded on liberality, brotherly love, and charity.”

The idolatrous mysteries (ﬂte their origin from the
Cabiri® and Thoth, who were certainly Masons; but,
forsaking the pure channel of God’s worship, they sunk
into the grossest defilements of idolatry, and founded, on
the pattern of our Craft, an institution calculated to make
the worship of imaginary deities fascinating and perma-
nent. In the time when the pastor-kings reigned over
Egypt, many noble Egyptians, with their families and
attendants, migrated int@ other countries, and dissemi-

% Div. Leg., 1. 2, 5. 4.

? Diod. Sic., 1. 1. It is an undoubted fact, that the nxsteries
were derived from some institation previously in existence, although
learned men are not agreed respecting their origin. An opinion.
supported by great ingenuity, has been propagated in our own day,
that they were established to commemorate the general delnge; and
this conjecture is partly true; as a reference to the Diluvian Ogdoad.
and the events attending that great convulsion of Nature, were, un -
doubtedly, preserved in these celebrated institutions. But these were
not the only facts of which the spurious Free-masonry was the
depository. Other authors, equally talented, have dated its origin
from the establishment of the Levitical dispensation; arguing from
the presnmtgﬁon that all the heathen deities may be resolved into an
identity with the Jewish Lawgiver. Others have ventured to pronounce
that it was instituted to preserve the doctrine of rewards and punish-
ments. How true soever all these opinions may be in detail, they are
only branches of the real intention of the spurious Free-masonry,
which was intended to perpetuate a memory of the chief facts and
doctrines that were designed by Providence to form the basis of a
universal religion. .
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pated throughout the world the improvements in the
mysteries of that superstitious nation. Mason g
nated with God ; like that Eternal Being, it existed before
time was, and shall exist when time shall be no more.

The former and the latter degrees of the ancient idola-
trous mysteries were inconsistent, and even positively
contradicted each otber: those of Masonry are a regular
and progressive series ; each superior de strengthen-
ing and confirming the Iin ing, until we arnive at
a perfect knowledge of the truth: a&tly compared to
the steps of 8 ladder, by each of which we advance
nearer to *“a building not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.”

To the nocturnal celebration of these mysteries women*
were admitted ; a practice which led to the most shocking
abuses, and the indiscriminate practice of licentiousness
and vice. And this was soon carried to such a dreadful
pitch of shameless profligacy, that the srews and palios
were actually exposed® and carried about in public pro-
cession! In masonic lodges such abuses are effectually
guarded against by the exclusion of females.

4 « At the celebration of these solemn festivals the women were
carried to Eleusis in covered waggons, which were along
very slowly, by way of imitating the carrying of corn in harvest.
The middle days of the Thesmophoria were observed with peculiar
solemnity : they sat all day upon the ground, near the statue of
Ceres, keeping fast and lamenting.”’—(Note 12, Beloe’s Herodot.,

8w the idea of the patri Noah being the father, and the
Ark the mother of mankind, united, perhaps, with some traditional
remembranoce of the crime of Ham, I doubt not but that the whole of
the detestable Phallic orgies derived their existence. They were
early introduced into the Cabiric, or Diluvian mysteries; and the
abominations which accompanied them called forth the loudest and
most pointed invectives from Arnobius and Clemens Alexandrinus.
The Ionim, or Yonijas of Deucalion, brought them to the temple of
the Syrian goddess Atargatis, and erected a number of Phalli in the
area before the vestibule, for the special purpose of commemorating
the events of the Deluge. Twice each year, in allusion to that
dreadful catastrophe, a person climbed to the top of one of the Phalli,
where he remained seven days. the precise period which elapsed
between each time of Noah's sending forth the dove. Lastly, the
same indecencies were practised in the rites of the Cabiric Ceres, as
in those of Bacchus, Osiris, and Maha Deva; her deluded votaries
vied with each other in a studied obscenity of language, and her
nocturnal orgies were contaminated with the grossest lasciviousness.’
~{(Faber, Mys. Cab, c. 8.)
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In the early ages of Christianity the mysteries were
inimical to the propagation of the Gospel, and the Mys-
tagogues branded every Christian with the appellation
of an atheist® Masonry revived with the appearance of
Christ in the world, and flourished abundantly in the
first ages of the Gospel, under the sacred patronage of
apostles, evangelists, and martyrs.

The legend preserved in the Eleusinian mysteries is
briefly as follows :—

Ouiris, King of Egypt, willing to confer an indeprivable
benefit on all the nations around him, by communicatin
to them the arts of civilization, left the government o
his kingdom to the care of his wife, Isis, who was the
same with Demeter or Ceres,” and made an expedition of
three years to effect his benevolent purpose. On his
return, he fell a sacrifice to the intrigues of his brother
Typhon, who had formed a conspiracy, in his absence, to
destroy him and usurp his throne. At a grand entertain-
ment, to which Osiris was invited to meet the conspira-
tors, Typhon produced a valuable chest, richly adorned
with work of gold, and promised to give it to any person

resent whose body it should most conveniently hold.
siris was tempted to try the experiment; but was no
sooner laid in the chest than it was nailed down and
thrown into the river! The body of Osiris, thus com-

¢ Initiation was so dominant in the minds of the heathen, that they
termed the sacrament of introduction into Christianity—initiation ;
and they charged the Christians with initiating their converts, de
omde infantis et sanguine. Subsequently, they accused the Christians
of the same obscenity in their holy services as they were themselves
aocustomed to—de adoratis sacerdotis virilibus; and charged them
with the horrid practices used by the Bacchantes at the celebration
of the Dionusiaca. Tllic post multas epulas, ubi convivium caluit, a¢
incestm libidini ebrietatis fervor exarsit, canis, qui candelabro nexus
* est, jaotu ossuls ultra spatium linez, qud vinctus est, ad impetum et
saltum provocatur. 8ic everso et extincto conscio lamine, impuden-
tibus tenebris nexus infands cupiditatis involvunt per incertum sortis.
Et si non omnes oper4, conscientid tamen pariter incesti; quoniam
voto universorum appetitur, quicquid aooi£m potest in actu sin-

7 Herod. Euterpe.

* This was the aphanism of the mysteries. The first persons who
discovered the above transaction were Pan and the satyrs, who com-
muniocated the intelligence to the Egyptian people; and they were
overwhelmed with horror and amasement at the intelligence. Henoe
the word panic.
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mitted to the mercy of winds and waves, was cast up at
Byblus, in Pheenicia, and left at the foot of a tamarind
tree.- Isis, in the extremity of sorrow and despair at the
loss of her husband, set out in company with Thoth, and
traversed the earth in search of the body, making the air
re-echo with her lamentations. After encountering the
most extraordinary adventures, they at ]enﬁth gained pos-
session of her husband’s corse, with which she returned
to Egypt, in great joy, intending to give it a splendid
interment. By the treachery of Typhon,® she was again
deprived of the body, which was severed into fourteen
parts, and deﬁosited in as many different places.”® Isis,
with unparalleled zeal and perseverance, undertook a
second journey to search for these scattered remnants;
and, after considerable fatigue and disappointment, suc-
ceeded in finding every part, and buried them in the
several places where they were discovered ; erecting an
altar over every grave to mark the place where her
husband’s remains were deposited."

The rites founded on this legend were the abomina-
tions shown by the Lord to the prophet Ezekiel, in his
vision at Jerusalem. ¢‘‘He said unto me, ¢ Turn thee yet
again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than they
do.’ Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the
Lord’s House, which was toward the north ; and behold,

® When soroerers. invoked spirits unsuocessfully, they used to
threaten, as the most powerful incantation they could use, that if the
spirits refused to answer, they would reveal the mysteries, and deliver

e members of Osiris to Typhon.—(Porph. apud Euseb. de Prsep.
Evan,, L. 5, c. 630

10 Plutarch (De Isid., p. 93) informs us, that by the dismembering
of Osiris into fourteen parts, was typified the several phases of the
moon during her inc and dec: Diodorus er says (1. 1,
©.2), that while the days of lamentation for the aphanism at l{u tomb
ocontinued, it was customary for the priests to pour libations of milk
from three hundred and sixty vessels, in evident allusion to the
number of days in the primitive year, before the intercalation took
place. And 1t is recorded by the same author, that within the

id of Ismandes was a circle of gold three hundred and sixty-
gve cubits in thickness, on which the days of the improved year were
inscribed on equal compartments, with a description of the rising and
setting of the stars, and other curious particulars.

1! It was then proclaimed that Osiris was risen again from the
dead; and the most extravagant demonstrations of joy were used to
express the sinoere delight of the Mysts on this interesting ocoasion.
This was the euresis. .
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there sat women weeping for Tammuz. Then said he
unto me, ¢ Hast thou seen this, O son of man ? turn thee
yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than
these.’ And he brought me into the inner court of the
Lord’s House; and behold, at the door of the Temple of
the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about
five-and-twenty men, with their backs toward the Tem-
ple of the Lord, and their faces towards the east; and
they worshipped the sun towards the east.”’*

¢ These solemnities were chiefly observed between the
Byblienses and the Alexandrini. The manner was thus:
when the Byblienses solemnized the death or loss of
Adonis, at that time the Alexandrini wrote a letter; this
letter was enclosed in an ark of bulrushes;®* therein they
signified that Adonis, whom tb? lamented, was found
again ; this ark being, after the performance of certain rites
and ceremonies, committed to the sea, forthwith it was
carried by the stream to Byblus; upon the receipt there-
of, the lamentation of the women was turned into joy.
Others say, that this lamentation was performed over an
image, in the night season ; and when they had sufficientl
lamented, a candle was brought into the room, ( whicﬁ

12 Ezekiel, viii.. 13~16.

“The month which we call June, was, by the Hebrews, called Tam-
muz, and the entrance of the sun into the sign Cancer was, in the Jews’
utronoml, termed Tecuphse Tammuz, the revolution of Tammuz. Con-
cerning Adonis, whom sometimes ancient authors call Osoris, there
are two things remarkable: dpavsopos, the death or loss of Adonis;
and efpeocs, the finding of him again. As there was great lamentation
at his loss, eegachlly amongst the women, so there was great joy at
his finding. By the death, or loss of Adonis, we are to understand
the departure of the sun; by his finding again, we are to understand
his retarn. Now he seems to dern twice in a year: first, when he
is in the tropic of Cancer, in the farthest degree northward; second‘l‘{,
when he is in the tropic of Capricorn, in the farthest degree south-
ward ; answerable unto these two departures, which may be termed
épaviguos, disparitions, or losses of the sun; there are tworeturns,
immediately succeeding, which may be termed eVpsoass, the finding
or new appearance of the sun. Hence, we may note that, though the
Egyptians celebrated their Adonia in the month of November, when
the sun began to be farthest southward ; ang the house of Juda theirs
in the month of June, when the sun was farthest northward; yet
both were for the same reasons, and in substance they agreed. And
of this the prophet Ezekiel is t.hon%ht to have spoken, (Ezek. viii., 14),
‘There sat women weeping for Tammus.'” (Godwyn’s Moses and
Aaron, L iv,, c. 2.)

13 The prophet Isaiah bad an eye to this custom, in xviii.,, 2.
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ceremony might mystically signify the return of the sun),
then the priest, with a soft voice, muttered this form of
words: ‘Trust ye in God, for out of pain salvation is
come unto us.” There are likewise of the Jews that say,
their Tammuz was an image whose eyes they filled with
lead, which lead being melted by the means of fire under
it, the image itself seemed to weep.”™*

The recital and mimic performances of the adventures
of Isis in search of her husband’s body, constituted a ﬁ:zrt
of the ceremony of initiation into these mysteries. The
wildness and terror of the scenes exhibited to the aspir-
ants’ view, conveyed a species of horror to the mind cal-
culated to encourage the natural ferocity of their temper,
and to supg]ress and extinguish those mild and amiable
feelings of humanity which unite the soul of man in com-
munion with his God.**

" Godwyn’s Moses and Aaron, . iv., c. 2. Hence was Ezekiel car-
ried to the north door of the Temple, to behold the women weeping,
&c., because the north was the moat unpropitious aspect, as the sun
darts no rays from that quarter to enlighten our hemisphere.

15 T have collected all 3)6 rincipal interpretations of this extraor-
dinary legend, and the evitfenee tends to establish an astronomical
reference. But though this was doubtless true at a later period, I
am persuaded that, at its original adaptation to the Spurious Free-
masonry,it hadan allusion to a real event which happened in the earliest
ages of the world ; and I also think that the legend of our third degree
referred to the same transaction. It is impoesible on such a subject to
be explicit. There is an essay in MS, on the historical part of our
Mnster Masons’ degree, in the archives of the Royal Arch Chapter of
Edinburgh, No. 1, in which it is interpreted astronomically. But though
the aner is profoundly learned and ingenious, I am bound to express
my dissent from the doctrines which itcontains. The French Encyclopse-
dists, of the last century, ed their astronomical conceits until it led
them to Atheism. Our holy religion was pronounced an astronomical
allegory—dJesus Christ being the sun, the twelve apostles the twelve
signs of the zodiac, &c. Tie intelligent Mason who communicated
the aboveessay to me, concludes in the following words: “IfI have made
myself understood, you will be able to trace my views on both the
Spurious and Modern or Blue Masonry. The Spurious unquestionably
arose from distorted traditions of the Del and gradually assumed
(at least in some countries) the form of“%‘:’abtism. The wise king
could not endure such abominations, and, with the assistance of H.A.B.,
not only purged them of their idolatrous rites, but altered the whole to
suit the then state of the heavens. He struck a vital blow at the
pagan superstitions of the Gentiles who accompanied H.A.B., in so far
8s he showed that their religion and rites, to be founded on truth,
must be continually changing; while the worship of the One God was
fixed. The whole thus a pure unsullied astronomical lecture
to commemorate the event then in progress.” .
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The following is a brief description of the ceremonies
attending the initiation of candidates into these myste-
ries:

The aspirants were required to be men of the strictest
morality and virtue, of spotless reputation, and eminent
for their piety and devotion to the gods. As a prepara-
tion to some of these mysteries, particularly the rites of
Mithras, celebrated in Persia, a probation of seven years
was enjoined, the last fifty days of which period was
employed in acts of austerity, in fasting and prayer, amidst
the most rigorous extremes of heat and cold, hunger and
nakedness, and, not unfrequently, the severe infliction
of whips and scourges. Previously to initiation, they
were habited in new garments, expressive of the new
life they were about to commence; and, after a public
procession of matrons, and some trifling introducto
ceremonies, they were admitted within the hallowed
walls of the cavern' where those orgies were celebrated

16 Mr. Faber is of opinion, and I think the conjecture is too
reasonable to be lightly rejected, that St. Patrick’s pur?tory, the
id at New Grange, the temple of Muidhr in the small island off
giigo, together with the Cornish Tolmen, Stonehenge, and the stupen-
dous natural cave of Castleton, in Derbyshire, were all places destined
for the celebration of the Phallic worship. With respect to the latter,
1 beg leave to quote his own words, which }ppear to carry conviction
with them :—* With regard to the interior of the Derbyshire cavern, I
am persusded that any tEm-sou who descends into it, after baving
first attentively perused the sixth book of the Zneid, will be not a
little surprised at its singular resemblance to the Hades of the
mysteries, though the terrific machinery, once introduced into it, exists
no longer. You first enter into an immense and magnificent natural
cave, the whole of which, however, is perfectly visible by the dusky
light admitted through its noble gateway. From this cave you are
conducted to & small narrow door; having passed through which, you
rapidly descend, till you find yourself upon the brink of a subterra-
neous river. Over the river you are ferried in a small boat, and, after
reaching the opposite side, you continue your course along its bank,
through an alternate succession of narrow passages and lofty caverns.
At length you arrive at a beautiful arched grotto of very large dimen-
sions, in the centre of which rises a natural rock, which you are
surprised to find illuminated ready for your reception. The rock
hﬂf is occupied by a number of persons, who had previously entered
for that purpose ; and{oureara are forthwith saluted by a variety of
wild songs, which forcibly remind you of the old popular superstition
ing elves and fairies. I bave little doubt but that is done
t to an immemorial custom; all traditions respecting the
origin and import of which have, however, long been obliterated from
the minds of the guides.” (Faber, Mys. Cab., c. 10.)
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at dead of night.” The Hierophant, habited like the
Creator, then pronounced the tremendous sentence of
exclusion to the uninitiated, exas, exas ears Befyios, on Which
the doors were closed, and the rites commenced. A °
sacred hymn was chanted;* and the wanderings of Ceres,
with her lamentations for the loss of her daughter Proser-
ine, or of Isis for Osiris, or Venus for Adonis, or Rhea
or Bacchus; all these being but typical of the same
event, were represented in mimic show. A burning'
brand was furiously waved round the Myste, accompanie
with dreadful shrieks and frantic gestures, to represent
the roaring and tumult of Mount Etna, where it was
said that Ceres, with a serpent twined round her body,
kindled a pine tree, that her search might not be inter- -
rupted by the darkness of the night. A representation
of a corpse, laid in an ark, hollowed out of a pine tree,
was placed in view, and the death was lamented with
loud and incessant wailings.”® An awful pause succeeded

17 There was at Alexandria an ancient temple dedicated to Serapis,
which, for the stateliness of the building, the excellence of its archi-
tecture, and the magnificence of its details. was said to have been the
most admirable spectacle in the world. After the establishment of
Christianity, Bishop Theophilus begged it of the emperor, with the
intention of converting it into a church. Workmen were set on to
clear away the rubbish, and they found many dark vaults and caverns,
where the rites of the spurious Free-masonry had been celebrated, out
of which they brought many *detestable and obscene images and
uten:il?’, which they publicly exposed to the scorn and derision of the
people.

¥ This hymn, according to Warburton, may be transiated as
follows:—“T will declare a secret to the initiated, but let the doors be
shut against the profane. But thou, Mussus, the offspring of fair
Selene, attend carefully to my song, for I shall speak of important
truths. Suffer not, therefore, the former g‘reposseuions of your mind
to deprive you of that happy life which the knowledge of these
mysterious truths will procure you. But look on the divine nature,
incessantly contemplate it, and govern well the mind and heart. Go
on in the right way, and see the sole Governor of the World. Hk 1s
ONE, and of himself alone; and to that one all things owe their being.
He operates through n.llz was never seen by mortal eyes, but does,
himself, see every thing.” (Div. Leg,, vol. 1., p 154.)

1% The legend of &e mgsteries has been thus explained by Mr.
Maurice. The ceremony of inclosing Osiris in his coffin or chest, in
memory of his having been thus concealed by Typhon, their known
symbol of the ocean, took place precisely on the 17th day of the 2d
month after the autumnal equinox ; that is, in fact, upon the very day
in which the true Osiris, or Noah, entered the Ark; which, in Scrip-
ture, is said to have taken place in the 600th year of Noah's life, on
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this clamour, which afforded the mystagogue an oppor-
tunity to deliver a lecture on the orgin aﬂi‘e symbo E‘:)f
idolatry ;® after which, the pageants of their gods, sur-
rounded with beams of light, were exhibited, in the
siyle, as I conceive, of our modern phantasmagoria, or
magic lantern. All this was performed in the gloom of
darkness, in allusion to the darkness of the Ari, which
contained only one small window; and emblematical,
also, of the darkness of the grave, in the intermediate
state between death and the resurrection. Tremendous
thunderings and noises® occasionally broke through the
solemn silence, and every object was introduced which

the second month, and on the 17th day of that month. Some under-
stand, by his being inclosed in the coffin, nothing further than an
eclipse of the sun. He was said to have reigned twenty-eight years,
alluding to the different degrees of light which appear in the moo:
and to the number of days in which she performs Y::ar course roun
the earth. Plutarch says that the Egyptian priests, in their astro-
nomical phraseology, resemble the Indian Bramins; for a year, in
their mythological phrase, is here put for a day; and to live twenty-
eight days, is synonymous to reigning twenty-eight years.

2% The historical part of the Eleusinian mysteries comprised an
explanation of the formation of the world out of chaos; the production
of men and animals; fabulous accounts of their gods and heroes; the
or?in of sacrifices. with other illustrations all pointing to the same
end—the propagation of idolatry. The historical part of Masonry
commences with the creation of the world ; notices the translation of
Enoch, the Deluge, the rejection of Ishmael, the sacrifice of Isaac, the
Jjourney of Jacob to Pandanaram, the delivery of the children of Israel
from Egypt, the erection of a Tabernacle in the wilderness for the

purposes of divine worship, the building of the Temple of
Solomon and Zerubbabel, the invincible zeal and perseverance of the
two great parallels of Masonry and Religion, who sprang up to
enlighten and adorn the era in which Jesus Christ appeared amongst
mankind, and many other important particulars, perfectly correspond-
ing with the history of Moses, and all tending to promote the glory
of God, peace on earth, and good-will towards men.

%1 The priests of antiquity possessed considerable knowledge of
the physical sciences. Pliny mentions the use of imitative thunder
in tge Egyptian labyrinth, as an engine of terror. In Chambers’s
Journal, (1841, p. 388,) the following sensible observations on this
subject occur:—*“The principles which govern the reverberation of
sound are so easily to be apprehended by an acute observer, that,
however absurd may have been the exoteric doctrines of the priests
with regard to echo, we can scarcely suppose them to have been
ignom if not of its true nature, at least of the laws by which it is
gove ;+ and adding this to the fact, that under peculiar circum-
stances, an echo has been returned from the clouds, there will be
found few more efficient instruments of delusion and terror.”
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could possibly inspire terror and dismay. Their bene-
factors, or national gods, were represented as existing
in Elysium, enjoying eternal youth and never-ending

leasure;* whilst wicked men, termed the offspring of

yphon or the devil,® were exhibited in the darkest
shades of Tartarus, tormented with the punishment of
fire and brimstone. Here the mystagogue expatiated on
the benefits of virtue, and the dreadful nature of vice.
These scenes were relieved and diversified with plaintive
music and the burning of rich perfumes, which were
calculated to affect the senses, amf spread a softness ovel
the mind. The mysta, however, were not suffered long
to enjoy the agreeable sensations thus produced; the
apparatus of terror was now unfolded in all its appalling
forms. Hideous spectres flitted before them, who rent
the air with dreadful cries and acclamations. The furies,
whose heads were covered with coils of hissing snakes,
rushed forward in wild disorder, followed by Cerberus
with his three heads, whose fearful barkings and howlings
struck the hearts of the myste cold with astonishment
and horror.

“ Of various forms, unnumber’d spectres more,
Centaurs and double shapes besiege the door.
Before the passage horrid Hydra stands,
And Briareus, with his hundred hands;
Gorgons, Geryon with his triple frame,
And vain Chimsgera vomits empty flame.”
. RYDEN’S ANEID, L. 6.

32 The emblem was a phoenix—a bird which they were told lived
500 years, at the expiration of which time it was consumed by an
internal fire, and a young bird produced from its ashes. Tacitus
describes the pheenix as a singular bird, consecrated to the sun, and
distinguished, by its rich appearance and variegated colors, from all
others. It was said to be seen, sometimes in Egypt, because the
canicular cycle was invented there ; and firat in the reign of Sesostris,
because this cycle began July 20, B. C. 1322, and was probably
registered among other astronomical observations on the zodiac of
OsImmdes, which was one of the titles of that prince.

3 According to the description which is given of Typhon, by
Keightley, in his Grecian mythology, he was the offspring of Tartarus
and Earth. “His stature, out-topping the mountaine, reached the
sky; his head often touched the stars; one hand extended to the
east, the other to the west; his legs and feet were the coils of snakes;
his body was covered with feathers, his hair and beard streamed in
the blast; fire flashed from his eyes. He hurled glowing rocks, with
loud cries and hissing, Ag‘i)nst heaven; and storm and rushed
from his mouth.” ’ﬁu led demon of the Hartz mountain was a
pigmy to this.

p—
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Scenes of Elysium and Tartarus were rapidly exhibited;
darkness was succeeded by the most brilliant glare of
light, which was as suddenly extinguished to make room
for the blackest darkness. Pompous processions,* ac-
companied by the elevation of the Phallus, and all the

indecencies which more particularly marked this

of the ceremony, passed in review before the aston-
1shed eyes of the aspirants; who were invested with the
| olive branch as a mark of protection amidst all

the dangers which might assail them; commemorative
of the branch brought by Noah’s dove, which convinced
him that the waters had subsided. Beautiful and en-
chanting views were introduced, enlivened by all the
variety of landscape; where distant music gradually
swelled into the full tide of harmony, and the sacred
hymnos of Orpheus were chanted by numerous unseen
voices,” whose varying measures roused the heart with
fury, or sunk it to despair. This was termed celestial
music, and the pupils were thus confirmed in the super-
stitious worship of false gods. At length the body being

# Captain Wilford, speaking of the penance which Mahadeva imposed
on himself, of carrying the dead bodly; of his wife in solemn procession
seven times round the world,—which was the Oﬁiien of the processions
in the spurious Free-masonry, observes that, “when any accident hap-
pens to the gods, they generally set off at full speed, §o‘ng seven times
round the world, howling all the way most woefully.” In reference to
which, when certsin priests opened the Temple of Apollo at Delos, for
religious worship, they consecrated the whole precinct by a procession
seven times round the island. (Callim. Hymn. 249.)

% i« The knowledge of acoustics professed by the ancients, is shewn
to have been very considerable, by the numerous marvels reported of
the oracles of old, the contrivances effecting which have, in many cases,
been discovered. Being a faculty dependent on man’s physical consti-
tution, the counterfeiting of sounds, or ventriloquism, must doubtless
have been a customary practice with the priests. At the command of
the gymnosophists of U};)per Egypt, a tree spoke to Apollonius. The
voice was distinct, but weak, and similar to the voice of a woman.
Though the weakness would indicate the concealment of the speaker
(» child, most probably) in the tree. yet a knowledge of the art of M.
Alexandre would have accomplished the trick, even without resorting
to such means. But the common stratagem in the case of oracular
images and heads was simply the dexterous concealment of some party
in or near the image. Theophilus, bishop of Alexandria, exposed the
cheats of the pagan priesthood by shewing that their talking statues
were hollow within, and communicated with dark passages in the walls.
:‘t l;ompel lt”thia hour, such passages are visible in the sanctuaries

the tem
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restored, their former grief was turned into joy; and,
amidst loud acclamations, its return to life was cele-
brated with every demonstration of pleasure.® The
Hierophant addressed to the myst® a verse denoting a
speedy termination of their troubles, and entered upon
an exposition of the design and end of the institution
into which they had been initiated.

The secres inculcated in the lesser mysteries, or the
inferior degrees, consisted principally in abstruse disqui-
sitions on the origin of the universe, the arcana of hiero-
glyphical knowledge,” under which many valuable and

* When the sun, advancing towards the vernal equinox, entered the
sign Pisces; or, in the language of the spurious Free-masonry, when
Osiris was about to be raised from his tomb, Typhon was represented
as bemf 80 overcome with rage, bellowing furiously, and emitting flames
of fire from his eyes and moutil, as to frighten the celestials out of their
senses; and to escape the effects of his resentment they found it neces-
sary to transform themselves into various shapes; and amongst the
rest, Venus and Cupid became fishes, and were placed in the Zodiac by
their worshippers.
bl Ramsay, in his travels of Cyrus, gives the following explanation
of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, which he says, “are to be found with
the explications here given of them in Plutarch, Iainblichus, Damascius,
and Horus Apollo, quoted by Kircher and Cudworth. The Temple
was consecrated to the goddess Isis,and built in an oval form, to repre-
sent the of the world ; over the'great gate was this inscription:—
To the goddess who is one, and who is all. The altar was a great
obelisk of porphyry, on which were engraven several hieroglyphics,
containing the secrets of the Egyptian religion. Towards the top

d three dark clouds, which seemed to meet in a point; some-
what lower, a tree planted in a muddy marsh, upon whose branchcs,
which reached up to the clouds, sat a hawk; i)y the side of this tree
was a winged globe, with a serpent coming out of it; at the bottom
of all, a crocodile, without a tongue, hid itself in the waters of an abyss,
s sphynx at the same time walking upon the surface. On one side of
this altar stood the statue of the goddess, covered with a veil, upon
which were represented the of the celestial and terrestrial
bodies; on the other side was the statue of Harpocrates, holding one
hand upon his mouth, and pointing to the goddess with the other. The
high-priest, clothed in his pontifical robes, explained the meaning of
those symbols before he began the sacrifice. “ We adore,” said he, “no
other but the great Ammon, that is to say, the unknown God; we
consider him sometimes as he is in himself, and at other times as mani-
fested by Nature. In the first sense we call him Eicton, Emeph, Ptha,
Life, Light, and Love ; all whose operations, thoughts, and affections
being concentrated in himself, he remains in his solitary unity incom-
prehensible to mortals ; thus considered, we adore him only by silence,
or by the name of incomprehensible darkness thrice repeated ; and we
represent him by the cf:lds which you see towards the top of the
obelisk. Then we consider him, a8 he has manifested himself in the
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sublime truths were said to be shadowed; plausible
theories of religion and worship adapted to their peculiar
system of idolatry; and on the nature and attributes of
each Earﬁcular god. But after a probation of four
years,™ the mysts®e were admitted to a participation in
the éxéggrra or ineffable secrets. A knowledge of the
general Deluge and the salvation of Noah and his three
sons in the Ark, with all the circumstances attending
that remarkable event, were communicated; the mystse
were taught that the gods they worshipped had been
mere mortals like themselves,® and had not the most
distant claim to the rites of divine worship; but for rea-
sons of state that delusion was necessary to be preserved
amongst the people. The unity of the Godhead was then
inculcated, together with the doctrine of a future state
of rewards and punishments. And when these secrets
had been communicated, together with the system of
morality conveyed in emblematical and hieroglyphical

maltiplicity of Nature, by a diffusive goodness that communicates itself
everywhere, by a sovereign wisdom which forms within itself the ideas
of all things, aud by an infinite power that $roduces. animates, pre-
serves, and governs whatever has a being. e call these three forms
of the divinity, Osiris, Isis, Orus, and we represent them by many
different symbols: sometimes by an hawk, which having of all birds
the most piercing eye, and the most rapid flight, serves to express the
divine intelligence and activity. This bird sits upon the top of a tree,
to signify that the Eternal Nature is infinitely exalted above matter,
which is a8 dirt in comparison of the pure essence of the Deity. The
globe denotes the indivisible unity without beginning or end: the
serpent, the supreme wisdom, and the wings, that active spirit which
animates and gives life to all. The crocodile, which appears under a
deep water, and without a tongue, representa the great Osiris hidden
in the abyss of Nature, and doing all in a profound silence ; but you
see walking in the circuit of this abyss. a sphynx. which, being half
man and half lion, signifies the wisdom and strength of the two other
principles. Lastly, the goddess Isis, covered with a veil, and having,
as you see, this inscription on her pedestal :—1I am all that is, has been,
or shall be, and no mortal can remove the veil that covers me, declares,
that universal Nature is but a veil which covers the Divinity, and that
no one can behold the splendour of his pure-and naked essence. The
posture of the God HParpocntes denotes, that we ought never to
speak of the incomprehensible essence of Isis, but only of her manifes-
tations.” :

» Clem. Alex. Strom., 5. ’

% And not only were dead men worshipped, but brutes and insects
and reptiles; dogs, cats, crocodiles, and snakes ; nay, even leeks, and
garlic u;d onions. O sanctas gentes quibus hsc nascuntur in hortis
numina .
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symbols, the perfect myste were termed E(roptm, which
implies that they see every thing truly and without dis-
guise. After all the rites of initiation were completed,
they were termed regenerate® the words Koyt and Ouxal
were intrusted to them, and they were dismissed.™
Thou(fel:cl cannot contrast with the above, by a par-
ticular description, the sober and rational ceremonies in

80 It is worthy of observation, that an idea seems always to have
prevailed among the initiated, that the groundwork of their mysteries
was a sort of wonderful regeneration, or new birth. Hence, were
instituted the singular rites of the Taurobolium and the Criobolium,
of which the following account is given us by Prudentius. When the
day set apart for the consecration of the high-priest arrived, he
descended, arrayed in his pontifical robes, into a pit which had pre-
viously been dug for that purpose. Above the pit was a kind of floor,
the boards of which were perforated with an ingnite number of holes.
Upon this floor they led a bull crowned with a chaplet of flowers, and
there cut his throat. The reeking blood, descending upon the boards,
fell in showers through the holes into the pit; and was received by
the priest upon his head, his body, and his raiment. When all the
blood was drained, the victim was removed, and the high-priest came
out., It was a horrible spectacle to see him in this plight, his head
covered with blood, clotted drops sticking to his and all his
garment distained ; and yet, as soon as he appeared, he was received
with & general congratulation; and the assembled multitades, not
daring to approach his person, adored him at a distance, esteeming
him a man awfully pure and holy. This baptism of blood was con-
ceived to regenerate thoge upon whom it was conferred ; and, in token
of such regeneration. they wore their blood-stained clothes as long as
possible.” (Faber, Mys. Cab., c. 10.) But this mysterious regenera-
tion was usually conveyed bz pessing through a small cavity composed
of consecrated pstre, which was to represent the door of the Ark,
through which the Noachidse issued after the waters of the Deluge
had subsided, which, in the phraseology of the mysteries, was termed
a new or second birth; and which, xr the general introduction of
the Phallic worship, was designated by symbols and perpetuated by
rites diagustil:ily filthy and obscene, but characteristic of the degra-
dation to which humanity might be reduced, after the true worship
of God had been renounced to make way for the introduction of an
unrestrained and impure worship, which canonized vice, and erected
temples to the grossest and moet disgraceful of human passions and
propensities.

81 Tt appears clear that while, in one sense, the aphaniem and euresis
of Osiris referred to the departure and re-appearance of the sun, in
another they typified the inclosure of Noah in the Ark and his subse-
quent liberation, thus uniting, in these extraordinary celebrations, the
arkite and the sabian idolatry, or death in Adam and life in Christ.
The fiction that Adonis spent one half of the year in the embraces of
Venus, and the other in those of ine, alluded to the sun’s
continuing six months in the northern of the sodiac and six
months in the southern.
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use amongst Masons,”* yet I can assure my readers, that
Masonry admits not a single rite, which may not be
defended on the pure principles of Seripture and reason.”
The ceremonies of the Order are calculated to expand
the mind with piety and devotion, and to lead it by
imperceptible degrees to a union with its Maker.

2 By the constitutions of Masonry, the persons craving to be admit-
ted members of a Lodge, must be “good and true men, free born, and
of mature and discreet age; no bondmen, no women, no immoral or
scandalous men, but of good report.” And each candidate, previously
to admission, md to sign a declaration couched in the followi
terms, and ad to the Master and Wardens of the Lodge:—*
A. B, being free by birth, and of the full age of twenty-one years, do
declare, that unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends, and
uninfluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, I freely and
voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry ; that
I am prompted by a favourable opinion conceived of the institution

. and a desire of knowledge; and that I will cheerfully conform to all the
mcienux”sagea and established customs of the Order. Witness my

3 The system of morality taught amongst Masons is briefly set forth
in the following extracts from an Ancient Charge: ¢ As yoa have now
passed through the ceremonies of your initiation, allow me to congra-
tulate you on being admitted a member of our ancient and honourable
Society. No institution can boast & more solid foundation than that
on which Free-masonry rests :—THE PRACTICE OF BOCIAL AND MORAL
VIRTUE. As a MasoN, I would first recommend to your most serious
contemplation the volume of the Sacred Law ; charging you to consider
it as the unerring standard of truth and justice, and to regulate your
actions by the Divine precepts it contains, &c. As a citizen of the
world, I am next to enjoin you to be exemplary in the discharge of
your civil duties, by never proposing, or at all countenancing, any act
that may have a tendency to subvert the peace and good order of soci-
ety, &c. As an individual, 1 am further to recommend the practice of
every domestic, as well as public virtue. Let PRUDENCE direct you!
TEMPERANCE chasten you! FORTITUDE support you! and JusTICE
be the fuide of all your actions! Be especially careful to maintain, in
their fullest splendour, those truly masonic ornaments—BENEVOLENCE
and CaARITY. Still, however, as a Mason, there are other excellences
of character to which your attention may be peculiarly and forcibly
directed. Among the foremost of these are secrecy, fidelity, and
obedience, &c.: and, as a last general recommendation, let me exhort
you to dedicate yourself to such pursuits as may enable you to become
useful to mankind ; that you would more especially devote your leisure
hours to the study of such of the liberal arts and sciences 88 may lie
within the com of your attainment; and that, without neglecting
the ordinary duties of your station, you would consider yourself
called upon to make a daily advancement in MASONIC KNOWLEDGE.”
The whole of this excellent charge, which is now generally used ia
our Lodges, may be found in the iast edition of Preston’s Illustra-
tions.

7
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There is, indeed, some degree of resemblance, in respect
of the moral duties inculcated by each, as well as in the
urity required from candidates for initiation.* Not that
fbelieve the inculcation of virtue to idolaters was likely
to produce any salutary effects. For example being more
powerful than precepr, the practical vices of a single god
were sufficient to produce a proportion of moral evil,
which could never obviatedli)y the theoretical incite-
ments to virtue proceeding from all the philosophers and
mystagogues in the universe. But however, in some
points, the two institutions agreed, it only proves that

-the one was founded on the general principles of the

other. Their discrepancies, already noticed, are too
evident and irreconcilable to sanction the hypothesis,
that these mysteries were the Masonry of ancient
times.

This degree of resemblance, however, cannot assimilate
Masonry with the worship of false gods: for, though
idolatry might, and did, imitate the true worship in all
practicable points, it could not, for that reason alone, be

# The preoe];ta.uught in the Eleusinian mysteries, which, as they
owed up all the rest, may be considered as a fair spe-
cimen of the whole, were principally these: “ They perpetually incul-
cated, that it was the chief business of the mysteries to restore the
soul to its original purity; they made everytging tend to shew the
necessity of virtue. ‘Thus,’ says Epictetus, ‘the mysteries become
useful ; thus we seize the true spirit of them, that everything therein
was instituted by the ancients for instruction and amendment of life.?
In pursuance of this scheme, it was required in the aspirant to the
mysteries, that he should be of an unblemished and virtuous charac-
ter, and free even from the suspicion of any notorious crime: for the
discovery of which he was severely interrogated. On this account,
Suetonius tells us, ‘that when Nero, after the murder of his mother,
took s journey into Greece, and had a mind to be present at the cele-
bration of the Eleusinian mysteries, the conscience of this parricide
deterred him from it.’ So the good Emperor M. Antonius, when he
would purge himself to the world of the death of Avidius Cassius,
chose to be initiated into the Eleusinian mysteries ; it being notorious
to all, that none were admitted to their participation who laboured
under the just suspicion of any heinous immorality. The initiated
were enjoined, during the celebration of the mysteries, the greatest
purity and highest elevation of mind. ‘When Jyou sacrifice or pray,’
says Epictetus in Arrian, ‘go with a prepared purity of mind, and
with dispositions so previously dispoeed as are required of you when
you ap the ancient rites and mysteries.” And Proclus tells us,
that mysteries and initiations drew the souls of men from a
material, sensual, and merely human life, and joined them in commu-
nion with the gods.’ ”—(Div. Leg. L. 2, 8. 4.) :
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deemed the true religion; and ceteris paribus, though the
mysteries, here spoken of, might be founded upon the
ancient practice of Masonry, its members, while worship-
8indg the creature, could not preserve the purity of that
rder whose sole foundation is the unsophisticated wor-
slnf) of the Creator.
t has been observed, that the Epopte were taught,
when admitted to the greater mysteries, that the deities
nerally worshipped were but dead men, who had been
eified on account of some real or imaginary benefit
which they had rendered to mankind ; and that the onl
true God was ong,® the Creator and preserver of all
things. As these mysteries became universally dissemi-
nated amongst mankind, an altar was publicly erected to
the Divine Being taught in the dwxd¢érra, by the advice
of Epimenedes, during the time of a destructive pesti-
lence; but their ideas respecting his nature and attributes
were so very confused and obscure, even in a city
celebrated for religious knowledge, and denominated
by Sophocles Adyiy 1iv Feoduirar,® that this altar was
inscribed *“To THE UNkNowN Gop!” And this opinion
of the Athenians was so very popular, that the neighbour-
ing nations used to swear by mim that was unknown at
Athens: Ny vov by A¥vais dyvworiv:™ yet the communica-
tion of this limited knowledge was esteemed the only
means of combating the practice of vice proceeding from
the contagious example of their libidinous deities.
These mysteries were received with the greatest avidi-
ty by all nations; they were supposed to be a potent
and effectual charm to prevent or avert calamities;™ and

% dnuiovgyos. % Electra, act. ii., s. 1.

3 Lucian in Philopatride.

® The Druids, who practised the Cabiric mysteries, presented the
initiated with an amulet, called anguinum ovum, whose properties
were to make the possessor fortunate in all his undertakings; to pro-
cure him the most exalted patronage, and to give him a decided advan-
tage over his antagonists in every contest for superiority. This egg
was produced from the saliva of a large ball of serpents closely inter-
woven together ; and, being impelled into the air by the hissing of the
serpents, was received in its fall on a pure white cloth, held by &
horseman, who was obliged to retire precipitately from the siYOt to
escape the fury of the serpents, who usually pursued him unt tﬁgy
were impeded by a river, which they were unable to cross. The vir-
tues of this egg were then put to the test: it was enchased in gold;
and being cast into the water, if genuine, it would swim against the
most rapid stream. Precisely of the same nature were the magical



88 ANTIQUITINS OF

individuals were taught, that all the initiated should
receive divine honours after death,® and their souls be

amulets of the Basilideans (a sect of visionaries who flourished in the

second cen from Christ), called Abraxas, which, they asse,
was the and incommunicable name of dod, the Author of the
circle of 365 days ; and hence the weresu&p?edtowonhiptbem
whoee annual course was woomply'uh.d in period. The numeri
computation is as follows:— A 1 :

B 2

;e

ri

2. 200

365

From Abraxss, say they, comes (the word); from
Phronesis (prudence) ; from Phronesis, hismd?&nmis( om
mdlmiﬁlr“;mdloontothenbovennmberof . This W
which is of the same signification with Abracadabra, was the name
s x worshipped by the Syrians, and was used as a charm to prevent

ortune.

In a circle, the emblematical representation of & year, was inscri

truxuhrl this Word, which was supposed to convey perpe
heal mdy!;uppineu, and protection from temporal dangers.

ABRACADA
ABRACADAB
ABRACADABR
ABRACADABRA

Some of these gems have been'preserved. Joseph Scaliger had one
of them in his possession, and the excellent Peireskius very many.
Amulets they were, and symbols, too, of their deities, whose names of
Abraxas, Michael, Gabriel, Ouriel, Raphael, Anansel, Prosoraiel,
Yabsoe (names of their gods, and their seven angels, the presidents of
their seven heavens), were inscribed on them, together with the figures
of men, begsts, fowls, plants, stars; the schemes of which may be seen
in Pignorius. Abraxws is re ted with a human body, with
buckler and whip, or sword in hand, as ensigns of power; and with

a8 foot.”—( Tenison’s Idolatry. Consult the F. Q. R. for

P 307.) % Aristoph.
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assuredly received into the blest abode of the gods.®
Hence arose that great anxiety for initiation, which pro-
duced such immense profits that, in a time of scarcity,
the public treasury of Athens was amply replenished
from the emoluments arising out of these mysteries.

In the dark history of the heathen world, we discover
few appearances of Masonry, exogt in Egypt, Greece,
Pheenicia, and Rome; idolatrous fable, and 1mprobable
mythologies, supply the place of truth and reason; and
it is & remarkable evidence of the connection of Masonry
with religion, that, in proportion as the knowledge and
worship of the true God have declined in all the countries
of the earth, Masonry has also receded from the view, as
the glorious light of the sun vanishes before the darkness
of the night. And it may be safely added, that no certain
traces of genuine Masonry have been found fo exist in
any country, or amongst any people, who have altogether
renounced the true worship of Gtod, and set up an idol
in his stead.

The mysteries, which were esteemed as a plausible
substitute for Masonry, attained such an influence over
the minds of men, that even the great moralist Isocrates
confessed that the mysteries were what human nature
principally stands in need of# And almost all the
philosophers of antiquity speak highly of their original
purity, and the great and beneficial effects they were
calculated to produce both to states and individuals.
Socrates sylx)roved of them, though he long refused to be
initiated; Tully gave them the highest character, in a
moral and political point of view; and Plutarch® could
say, that ‘their mythologies contained nothing weak,
unreasonable, or superstitious; but that, under every
fnbltti1 was hid some moral, historical, or philosophical
m "’.

4° Plato Pheed. ¢! Paneg. 4% De Isid. et Osir., p. 353.
% Lucian is describing the initiations when he makes Menippus
relate to Philonides the terrors of the infernal regions which he says
be himself witnessed. He then moralizes with great beauty:—“ Com-
ing human life,” says he, “to the initiation processions, where
'ortune, acting the Choragus, disposes all things, and puts on the
several habits of those who walk in it; to one she gives the tiara, ap-
Elinu him satrape, and crowns him with a dindem; another she clothes
the garb of a slave; one she adorns and makes beautiful ; another
she deformed and ridiculous, for the spectacie must have vart
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In the history of an idolatrous nation, the declension
of Masonry may be very accurately defined, as its decay
is visibly connected with the corruptions of religion. At
the dispersion from Babel, the original planters of nations
carried with them a knowledge of the principles of our
science, more or less deteriorated, according to the prac-
tice of their former associates; but in no one instance
entirely lost. After these planters were settled in their
respective colonies, we beEo]d the unceasing efforts of
the Cabiri used to pervert it from its original intention,
and make it subservient to their own private views of
aggrandisement. These innovations brought on idolatry;
every nation had its favourite deity; and, in after ages,
these gods became incorporated, and hosts of mediators
were worshipped by many individual nations, till at
length the meanest reptiles, and even inanimate stocks
and stones, were worshipped as gods ; and, in the time of
Hesiod, the world contained no less than thirty thousand
objects of Pagan adoration. Amidst such a gross defection
from God’s worship, it is no wonder that Masonry, clothed
in Xurity and perfection, should hide her face in shame
and sorrow ; it is no wonder that they should reject her
as a.meddling and unwelcome intruder, when, faithful
to her trust, she denounced {udgments against their
apostacy; overthrew their idols with contumely, and
pointed out charity, or universal brotherly love, as the
medium through which they might attain to the know-
ledge and love of their Maker.

The Eleusinian mysteries were transmitted by oral
tradition, for a period of more than two thousand years,
and continued until the reign of Theodosius, who gave
the finishing blow to idolatry, and all its accompaniments,
throughout his extensive empire. Their secrets were

ety ; often, even in the middle of the ceremony, will she change the
dresses of some, and not permit them to go through the rites as they
set out. Croesus she forced to take the habit of a slave; to Meandri
who had long walked in the procession as a servant, she tmnsfenﬁ
the monarchy of Polycrates, and suffered him, for awhile, to strut in
the royal robe. When, at length, the ceremony ends, every one gives
back his garment, and laying it aside, wgether with his body, becomes
just as he was before, and in nothing differing from his neighbours.

ome, when Fortune came to strip them o?l;geir robe, were foolish
enough to murmur and be , refusing to give back what was but
lent them for a time, as if they been deprived of something which
they considered as their own.” . :
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never committed publicly to writing except in the very
latest ages, when their abominable practices brought
them into disrepute, and accelerated their dissolution.“
How very sacred the ancients deemed these myste-
(Bi‘;s(;daippem from the following passages in Apollonius
us:

“To Samot Electra’s isle&lthey steer,
That there initiated in rites divin
Safe they might sail the navigable brine.
> But, muse, presume not of these rites to tell:
Farewell, dread isle! dire deities, farewell !
Let not my verse these mysteries explain :
To name is impious, to reveal profane.”
Fawkes,

The mysteries in every nation were committed to the
custody of the priests.# The Bramins of India were
wonderfully tenacious of their secrets, and, deviating
from the practice of other nations, concealed them from
all the world except those who aspired to the sacerdotal
dignity. Their secrecy was so severely maintained, that
death was the certain punishment for the slightest breach
of faith. The Hindoos were idolaters, yet the general
truths of religion ran obscurely through their system of
false worship. They represented the Supreme Bein
under a THREEFOLD SYMBOL. They believed that ¢ Gos
crested the world ; that he is eternal, omnipotent, know-
ing all things, and present everywhere.” They admit
the reality of a future state, though their theory on this
point is somewhat vague and fanciful. The threefold
symbol evidently shows that these idolaters had some
general ideas resgecting the doctrine of the Trinity;
which appears, indeed, to have run through all the sys-
tems of false as well as true worship in every age of the

¢ ‘Warburton says, that the mysteries are laid open, and the tedious
forms of initiation fully described by Virﬁil (Enkrs, lib. 6).

46 And they held the minds of men in the most deplorable thraldom.
“ Amongst the proudest and wisest,” says Mills, “ within the borders
of paganism, there did not live & man unenslaved by these delusions,
The soothsayer, the interpreter of dreams, the sacrificer, the seller of
the remnants and dust of the dead, the miserable pretender to magic;
these were the true rulers of mankind, these were the sceptre-|
to whom emperors themselves were but as menials; they laughed at
authority, set counsel at nougha:nd sapped the foundations of every
state, by sapping the vigour of the national mind.”
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world. Suidas informs us that the name of Trismegistus
was given to Thoth or Hermes* ¢ because he taught the
doctrine of the Trinity.”

Stanhope says :—* Some very learned heathens have
made approaches to this doctrine, under the names of
oune or good, mind or cause, and soul, sometimes called
the soul of the world, at other times the soul above the
world. The same have been again distinguished by
infinite @oopNEss, infinite wispom, and infinite Love;
but these distinctions are not made to imply three differ-
ent principles, but as united in one common principle or
universal cause. The first of these was said to be derived
from none; the second to be derived from the first; the
third from the other two. In the production of the
world, the first was the original MoveR; the second was
the arcHiTECT ; and the third was the GivER oF LIFE:

40 1t is impossible to clear away the mists in which the history of
the triple Hermes is involved. The poets identify him with Mercary.
Bishop Cumberland makes him the 8ame as Thoth, the son of Mizraim.
Bryant, from the Chronicon Paschale, pronounces him to be tbe
patriarch Joseph. Some think his name of Trismegistus, or thrice
ﬁ:atest, was imposed, because, like the Jewish patriarchs, he com-

ed in his own person the threefold offices of king, priest, and
prophet; and hence the theory which professes to explain all the
phenomena of Nature from the chemical principles, ult,hsnlphnr,
and ,i8 called the Hermetical philosophy. Suidas, however,
says that the name of Trismegistus was given him because he taught
the doctrine of the Trinity. Faber considers him an imaginary
l:?thologied character, and derives his name from Ar-Mon, the deity

the lunari-arkite mountain. Hammer considers him to have been
Enoch, and says, “ Hermes was the first king of the ancient Egyptians,
and is evidently the Hermes Trismegistus of the Greeks, and possibly
the same with the triple R&ma of the Indians. The old kings of Egypt
are comprehended by or under the name of Pharaohs, The Oriental
historians divide them into three dynasties; viz. 1, the Hermesian ;

the Pharaohs; and 3, the Coptic, or, properly, Egyptian kings. To

e first, and particularly to Hermes, the old himself, they
ascribe the tombs, catacombs, temples, p-.heeu& pyramids, obelisks,
sphynxes,and all the royal, funeral, religious, and astronomical monu-

ments which astonish the traveller in Egypt; but, incapable
of diltilmﬂuhing them, or of finding out their true appropriation, they
believe all of them to have been constructed for the of hidi

treasures, of raising spirits, of telling fortunes and future events ;
performing chemical operations, of attracting affection, of repelling
cﬁk,arofiniutingappro‘cﬁingonemiu; and they call them,
aocording to these supposed purposes, treasure-chambers, conjuring
buildings, astrelogical tables, sichemical monuments, magical spells,
talismans, and magic alsrm-posts.
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but still all these were affirmed to have but one operation,
and all things to be produced by the common consent of
the three.”? '

Every Mason will fully comprehend this reasoning,
because it is nearly allied to a. most beautiful illustratjon
contained in the first Lecture of Masonry. -

47 Boyle, Lect.
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CHAPTER VL

CONTAINING FOUR HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN YEARS.

View of Masonry from the Universal Deluge to the Offering of
Lsaac.

Noan remained in the ark while the waters inundated
the world, for the space of six months, at the expiration
of which time the ark rested on Ararat, 4 mountain in
Armenia. After remaining about three months in that
situation, Noah sent out a raven' and a dove, that he
might ascertain whether the waters had subsided. The
birds very soon returned to the ark, unable, from the
prevalence of the waters, to find a place of rest. At the
end of seven days he sent forth the dove a second time,
which returned to the ark with an olive leaf in her mouth,
as a token of peace and reconciliation with God; and the
olive branch has consequently been adopted as a symbol
of peace by every nation uuder the sun. When seven
days were again expired, he sent forth the dove a shird
time, which returned to him no more ; hence Noah con-
cluded that the waters were dissipated from off the face
of the earth; and at the end of twelve months and ten
days from his entering the ark, he left it on the summit
of the mountain, and all the creatures in it were soon
dispersed over the earth.?

! Ravens were birds of evil omen. When they appeared about an
army, they were objects of terror, particularly if they came croaking
on the left hand. Pliny says that the worst omens were given by
them when they made a harsh sort of noise—rattling in their throats
as if they were choking.

3 ¢ Tn the time of Josephus, there was a city in Armenia which he
calls AwoBarnpeov, or the place of descent: it is called by Ptolemy,
Naxuans: by Moses, Choronensis Idsheuan; and at the place itself it
was called Nach-Idsheuan, which signifies the first place of descent.
This city was a lasting monument of the preservation of Noah in the
ark, upon the top of that mountain at whose foot it was built, as the
first city or town after the Flood.”—(Bishop Tomline’s Theol., pt. i.,
el
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The first act of Noah, after his escape from the general
destruction of all created flesh, was an act of gratitude
and devation to his Great Preserver. He erected an
altar and offered a burnt-offering of every clean beast and
fowl. Here God covenanted with Noah, that he would
no more destroy the world by water, and placed a
rainbow in the clouds as a token, which was to remain as
a perpetial memento of His most gracious promise.®

The assurances of preservation delivered to Noah were
accompanied by an injunction to observe certain precepts,
which the Jewish Rabbins say were seven :*—1. Judg-
ment ; or punishment for the commission of unnatural
crimes. 2. Blessings; particularly the institution of the
Sabbath, and praising the name of God. 8. Against the
gractice of idolatry. 4. Uncovering our own nakedness

orbidden. 6. Punishment for shedding the blood of our

fellow-creatures. 6. Against theft, fraud, and dissimu-
lation: and the seventh forbade eating the flesh of a
beast, taken from it before it was dead.®

In process of time the unnatural conduct of Ham
elicited his father’s curse. He denounced judgments
upon his posterity; and particularly on Canaan, which
were inflicted with unremitting vengeance.®

3 A phenomenon, so remarkable and so frequently recurring amidst
excessive rains, serves to impress this assurance firmly on our minds.
The appearance of this bow is said to excite very extraordinary sen-
sations upon the Jews, even to this day. Superstitiously imagining
the sacred name of God to be visibly dis‘)loyed in the rainbow, they
turn from it in the utmost veneration, lest they should behold the
majesty of God, whom no one may see aud live : and after an humble
confession of their sins, they acknowledge themselves worthy to be
cut off by a similar visitation, and celebrate His clemency who spares
them, while deformed by a series of accumulated transgressions.

4 Maimonides informs us that Adam had six precepts ﬂaen him
after the fall ; which were—1. Againstidolatry. 2. Againstblasphemy.
8. Against murder. 4. Against adultery. 5. t stealing. 6.
To appoint ﬁl to enforce these precepts. These, he adds, were
enjoined on Noah, with this addition, that he should not cut off any
portion of a living animal and eat it.

& Sheindler in Pentaglot.

¢ The curse of a father, in ancient times, was deemed an inexpiable
misfortune. Heathen nations were impressed with an ides, that one
principal commission of the Furies was, to execute vengeance on
wayward children, lyingb:der the parental curse. In after ages, the
descendants of Canaan me addicted to the very worst species of
idolatry, and even sacrificed their sons and their hters on the
impious altars of false and impure deities. (Deut. xii., 31.) They
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His immediate posterity partook ]ariely of their pro-
%enitor’s perversity ; stimulated probably by the curse.
hey removed by gradual migrations from east to west.
until they found themselves on the plains of Shinar,
about a century after the Deluge.” The children of
Japheth principally accompanied them; and on these

practised the most monstrous and unnatural vices, and lost every ves-
tige of that pure science which places a restraint on all unruly lusts
and passions. They were guilty of incest, sodomy, and every kind
of bestiality. (Levit. xviiisl Thus when the Israelites, who spran
from Shem, been delivered from their Egyptian Londage, an
brought with them the science of Masonry, which they practised
under the suspices of their grand master Joshua, who succeeded
Moses in that high office, the effects of Noah's curse became visible ;
for the Canaanites were destroyed or driven out of the land, to ex-
ferience every privation and misery in strange lands, where human
00t had never before trod. And those that escaped destruction and
remained in the land, were made hewers of wood and drawers of
water to the Israelites. They who fled and ted other nations
obtained no continuance of rest or . The Tyrians were destroyed
by Alexander,a descendant of Japheth ; and the Carthaginians by the
Romans, who were of the same original. And the miserable remains
of this unhappy people are slaves to the Turkish nation, descendants
also from the same patriarch. “ Egypt was the land of Ham, as it is
often called in Scripture, and for many years it was a great and
flourishing kingdom; but it was subdued by the Persians, who de-
scended from Shem, and afterwards by the Grecians, who descended
from Japheth ; and from that time to this it hath constantly been in
subjection to some or other of the posterity of Shem or Japheth. The
whole continent of Africa was ieopled principally by the children of
Ham ; and for how many ave the better parts of that country
lain untii: the id:lnmwn of the Romans, and then oti):l:'g. Snrwell::, and
now of the Turl Inwhat wwkednaj' ﬁn orance, rity, slavery,
misery, live most of the inhabitants! of the poor negroes, how
many hundreds eve year are sold and bought like beasts in the
market, and conveyed from one quarter of the world to do the work
of beasts in another! Nothing can be more complete than the execu-
tion ﬁ' the selit;nee upon Ham as well as Canaan ”’—(Newton on the

7o enter on the origin and planting of nations, would be a discus-
sion too wide and uncertain for the limits that could be assigned to
it in & work of this nature. Nor is it necessary. I may, however,
remark, that India and Egypt were the great schools of the world.
Here all wisdom and learning were concentrated, at & period when
ignorance and barbarism characterized almost every other people ; and,
even in the most early times, sent out her colonies into divers
nations, for their civilization and improvement; inot only under the
oonduct of Osiris, Danaus, and Cecrops. but under many other chiefs ;
and Eupolemus, in Eusebius, says ( Prep. Evan,, L 9., 26) “ Moses was
the first wise man who imperted Egyptian literature to the Hebrews,
from whom it passed to the Phosnicians.”
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immense plains they laid the foundation of a mighty-
kingdom, which, under the name of the Babylonian
Monarchy, continued in a flourishing state for many cen-
turies. Here they formed the great project of erecting
a Tower, whose height and magnitude should be a
sufficient protection against any future inundation of the
world.

A part of the race of Shem, who had been induced to
join in the migrations of mankind under their respective
patriarchs, were united with Ham and Japheth in the
construction of this Tower. They did not, however,
suspect what was the secret design of Nimrod, and
therefore engaged in the work from principles of public
utility, and without imagining that any evil consequences
would result. The bmg was erected to the honour
of false gods, as well as to prevent dispersion. It was
com wﬁ of enormous bricks dried in the sun, each being
19} feet in length, 15 feet broad, and 7} feet in thickness.
These bricks were cemented by slime or bitumen,® which
was rendered by time as hard as the substance of the
brick. Three years were occupied in making these
bricks, though the greatest part of mankind were em-
pl(:lzed in the work.?

he most e%robab]e dimensions of this building are
those proposed by Anderson in his History of Masonry :
“The foundation is reported to have been a square of
half a mile in compass; and the building to have con-
sisted of eight square towers, rising in stages above each
other, with an ascending passage on the outside, all the
way up to an observatory on the top, which was 600 feet
from the ground.”® In the grand tower were apartments

§ Gen. xi., 3.

® Many improbable and groundless conjectures have been offered
respecting the magnitude of this celebrated edifice. Jerome says,
from the testimony of ocular demonstration, that it was four miles
high, and of proportionable dimensions in bulk. Some Oriental
writers have pronounced it to be at least twelve miles in altitude;
and one author, in particular, is bold enough to make it 5,000 miles
high! This building, it is true, must neoesurilr have been of very
large dimensions, considering the number of people who were engaged
in it upwards of forty years (Syncel. Chron. ). {et these preposterous
accounts exceed all the bounds of human credibility.

19 Such was the opinion of Dr. Anderson, and I adopted it without
consideration in the first edition of this work. On mature delibera-
sion, I am inclined to think it erroneous. The first huts which were
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-with arched roofs, supported by pillars 75 feet high,
intended for a temple, in which the idolatrous worship
of the god Belus was afterwards performed.”” In the
interior of the bottom story was a cavern in which the
Cabiric mysteries were celebrated.

To prevent the select people from imbibing the idola-
trous sentiments which 8odp foresaw would be rapidly
and widely pro ted, he resolved to disperse mankind
over the che of the earth. The families then in exist-
ence appear to have formed one great community, each
governed by its respective patriarch, and oom*uwted
together under one monarch, with the exception of Noah
and his adherents, who had already colonized China. As
the building of this tower advanced, men became more
confident o? their own power and importance, and less
inclined to yield obedience to the seven precepts of
Noah. Each father of a family, as private interest or
inclination might prompt, assumed to himself the power
of legislating for his immediate followers; and, depart-
ing from primitive usage, adopted such rites of divine
worship as were best suited to the new and local object
of his adoration. The variety of forms which idola
would assume, under such circumstances, would lead to a
direct oblivion of the true God and religion; and the
fascinations of novelty being almost irresistible to human
nature in its degenerate state, the righteous line of Shem
was threatened with contamination; and thus the know-
ledge of God might have been totally lost.**

erected for the habitation of man, are supposed by Vitruvius to have
been built on a circular base, a8 we know the cabins of the primitive
Britons were, with a post in the centre to support the roof. This
form would not sustain any material alteration before the Flood ; and
the first colonizers of every country, after the dispersion, used, with
one oonnent‘)ﬂ:e same convenient plan in the construction of their
domestic habitations. It is reasonable to infer, therefore, that the
tower of Babel, at which they were all e: before they were sent
off to colonize the world, partook of this . Being emblematical
of the epiral flame, it was dedicated to the sun, as the great agent,
according to their belief, employed in drying up the waters of the
Deluge. Verstegan has given a plate of this edifice in the title-page
of his ¢ Restitution of Decayed Intelligence in Antiquities;” and it is
there represented as the frustrum of a cone with seven gradations:
Calmet has followed this author, and has also introduced an engraving
with the same design. (See the Signs and Symbols.)

11 Noorth. Cons., part 1., c. 2.

18 It is recorded (Sanch. in Euseb. de Prsp., 1. 1, ¢. 10), that Shem




‘FRERB-MASONRY. 93

To preserve, therefore, a remembrance of himself upon
earth, the Deity gave to every division of idolatry a
separate language; the line of Shem alone retaining the
primitive ch of mankind; this impelled the disap-
pointed architects to wander in search of other settle-
ments, where an uniformity of language might unite
them in some bond of society.

It is thought that, at the dispersion, there were only
three languages essentially different, which were exclu
sively appropriated to the three distinct posterities of
Shem, Japheth, and Ham. And, if this be admitted, the
ensuing variety of tongues will not be difficult to account
for. The posterity of these original patriarchs having
migrated to some distance from each other, and forming
separate communities, as they encountered different ob-
stacles and experienced a different fortune, every circum-
stance which produced a shade of variety would be
dignified with a new appellation, varying with the vari-
ous fancies and dispositions of their respective leaders.
These new phrases, though at first only casual and adven-
titious, would in time give a new character to the
original language, which would at length become changed
both in idiom and words. And hence every nation would

be distinguished by its own peculiar dialect.