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PREFACE.

FREE MASONRY being a benevolent institution,
and entirely unsectarian, it is hardly credible that its
votaries have for centuries been objects of a bitter
persecution, and that large numbers of them have
suffered death in defence of their principles, yet such
is the case, as the Roman Catholic Church has relent-
lessly persecuted, tortured, and burnt them at the
stake for the past six hundred years, and this perse-
cution is still carried on, wherever popery has the
power to do its bloody work.

With the exception of the most recent occurrences,
the only knowledge heretofore accessible of this
warfare against Free Masonry, has been the discon-
nected accounts furnished by history, and the narra-
tives of a few of the sufferers who escaped with their
lives. Therefore the aim of the Author in this work
is to present, in a convenient form, a connected and
complete account of the persecutions and martyrdoms
of Free Masons and Kaights Templars by the Catho-
lic Church; also to show the fraternity the nature
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ar{d character of the sanguinary enemy Free Masonry

has had, and still has, to deal with throughout the

world.

The information concerning the persecutions of
‘Masons and Knight Templars has been collected
from the most authentic works of the periods in
which the persecutions took place, and from the
forced admissions of popish writers themselves.

The life and philosophy of Pythagoras was gath-
ered from rare and authentic ancient works, and is
complete and reliable.

THE AUTHOR.
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SCARLET BOOK OF FREEMASONRY.

CHAPTER L.

TORTURE AND EXECUTION OF FREE MASONS IN
SOUTH AMERICA IN 1868.

Seisure, Imprisonment, and Torture of Porter C. Bliss
of New York in Paraguay, under the Pretext that
He and His Masonic Companions were Plotting
against the Government—My.Bliss is repeatedly
Tortured, but finally Resorts to a Stratagem by
which he Saves his Life—His Masonic Friends,
ten in number, Tortured and Executed.

In giving this account of priestly intolerance
and persecution that occurred in Paraguay,
South America, in 1868, in which an Ameri-
can citizen—an attaché of the American Lega-
tion and a member of the Masonic fraternity,
was imprisoned and put to torture, it will be
useful to give a sketch of some features of the
then, social and political status in that country,
as a fit introduction.

Paraguay had been ruled for more than half
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a century by dictators whose word was abso-
lute, and received as law by all classes without
opposition. The first of those dictators was
Francia, whose character wis published by
Thomas Carlyle, and who, azcording to his
showing, was not to be envied. A short ex-
tract will give the key and color to the fuller
account, and will help the reader to understand
the character of Lopez, under whose rule Mr.
Bliss and other Free Masons suffered.

“The terrible system of Francia continued
when he was no more. The people had for a
whole generation been held in such abject ter-
ror that at his death they were spell-bound and
helpless, so completely divested of all sense or
feeling of self-reliance as to become the passive,
resistless victims of a weaker and a worse man
than Francia. It was his aim to destroy all who
had given proof of intelligence, patriotism, or
ability—to sow the seeds of entire submission
and unquestioning obedience ; but to reap the
fruit, to sacrifice, as it were, the entire people,
irrespective of sex, age, or rank, to reduce the
country to a desert waste, and to raise a tomb
for himself on the whitening bones of the entire
Paraguayan nation, was left to his disciple and
imitator, Francisco Sorano Lorez.

* “During the long reign of Francia, to be
prominent by reason of wealth was dangerous,
to be so by reason of talents, was fatal.
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“Francia’s successor, Carlos Lopez, father of
Francisco, was educated in the college of
Asuncion, by the monks and priests. At the
conclusion of his course he was named Pro-
fessor of Theology, and afterwards of Philos-
ophy. Under the old law of Paraguay, the
divine right of kings was inculcated, and the di-
vine right to rule the king was recognized in
the Pope of Rome. The people are so com-
pletely under the domination of the church
that they obey-implicitly all the orders, de-
crees, and slightest wishes of the bishop and
the priests. To them Paraguay is the chief
and only really important country in the world,
for they are ignorant of all other nations, and
the policy of non-intercourse carried on for two
generations, with very little exception, keeps
them in isolation and ignorance and makes them
an easy prey to the ambition of the ruler and
the craft of the Jesuit. When to this fact of the
degradation and ignorance of the people, almost
to a condition of semi-barbarism, is added
another that Paraguay was one of the first re-
gions in America settled by Europeans, dating
from 1526, nearly a century before the Pilgrims
landed in New England, the reader will be able
to form an opinion as to the value of the Cath-
olic Church as a civilizer. While Protestant
New England has kept pace with the rapid ad-
vance of the more favored nations in manufac-




I2

tures, commerce, schools, and all other evi-
dences of wealth, intelligence, and prosperity,
Paraguay has not yet achieved even a third or
fourth rate in progress of any kind except only
in the despotic rule of her dictators, who have
been the creatures of the church and the Jesuits.
But even the church has been a loser by its
own bad policy, for Francia expelled the Jesu-
its, prohibited all ceremonies in the church at
night, and arrogated to himself the position
and prerogatives of head of the church in his
own dominions.”

The priests having lost what they felt was
theirs, by divine right, naturally looked about
for some means of satisfaction and revenge, and
their attention was turned toward the order of
Free Masons, which had but recently been in-
troduced into Paraguay, as the natural enemy
of the Catholic Church in all countries, and there-
fore, of course, to be suspected there.

Among the most useful and enterprising men
in Paraguay, in commerce, in local affairs, in the
offices of government, in all places where ac-
tion, intelligence, and experience were valuable,
there were numbers of foreigners, English,
French, German, and others, including many
Americans from the United States. Of these
quite a number were members of the Ma-
sonic fraternity. Free Masonry as an order, or
secret society, was forbidden in Paraguay, as
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well asin all other South American States. But
it was impossible to keep out of the country such
members of the craft as were in the employ of the
different foreign diplomats, for they were under
the protection of their several governments.
And yet the wily and revengeful priests knew
how to reach even their sacred persons—sacred
in any other than a barbarous country.

After the church had been subjected to the
will of the dictator, the priests were left with
still more leisure than they had enjoyed be-
fore, and busied themselves in gratifying their
passions, or in plotting mischief, private or
public.

The dictator made the people confess to the
priests, and compelled the priests to disclose
to him every item of any value for his pecu-
niary advantage, or that could be used in his
schemes of revenge.

Whenever the dictator rode out he was at-
tended by a guard, and everybody in the street
was explected to stand still, the men and boys
with hat in hand and heads bowed until his ex-
cellency had passed by.

He had his spies everywhere, in all grades
of society, and he exacted from them the ut-
most obedience and fidelity. From the mo-
ment a man was known to be suspected by the
dictator, or singled out for punishment, or ban-
ishment, his house, his family and himself, were
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all deserted as if a mortal and contagious dis-
ease were in his dwelling.

He had what was called “The Chamber of
Truth,” into which all who were to be examined
were taken to be questioned after having been
admonished by the torture. Robertson de-
scribes this institution in a few words :

“Three demons alone were accessory to the
inquisitorial chamber of torturc. The dictator
himself, a priest, and a secretary, who might
also be a priest. The corpse of the victim was
the first item of the examination usually made
public, and after that such an explanation as
it pleased the three to give.” This statement
will be more than substantiated by the accounts
of Mr. Bliss and Mr. Masterman, both of whom
are confirmed as reliable by the American Min-
ister, at that time a resident in Paraguay, Mr.
C. A. Washburn.

And now without further introduction we will
enter at once into the narrative, although very
reluctantly keeping back many things that would
be most interesting to a student of sociology and
human progress, since they are so vividly in
contrast with our usual experiences in this age,
while they seem to belong rather to the past,
when the church was supreme and kings even
kneeled in the dust of the streets at the pope’s
door.

Mr. Porter C. Bliss is the son of a well-
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known missionary, the Rev. Asher Bliss, of
Cattaraugus Co., New York, who was a zeal-
ous worker for the civilization of certain Indian
tribes in the West, for over forty years. He
inherited from his father a studious habit, and
has spent some considerable time in Maine,
Nova Scotia, Florida, and elsewhere in the ob-
servation and study of the language, manners,
and customs of various Indian tribes, with such
success as to gain high commendation from
learned men on both sides of the Atlantic.
Believing that the Indians of the River Platte,
and its tributaries, the Uraguay, Parana, and
Paraguay, were but little known, although
they were discovered so long ago as 1526 by
the earlier navigator Sebastian Cabot, he con-
ceived the idea of visiting them and studying up
their condition, as likely to prove interesting to
the scientific world. Therefore he went to Para-
guay, and found little difficulty in entering into
the service of Lopez, as a historian of Para-
guay, and an expert in ascertaining the actual
condition, statistics of all kinds, and miscella-
neous information concerning those people of
whom very little was known even in Paraguay.
The language of the Guarani tribe has been
and is now unwritten, although it is the com.
‘mon dialect of the country. Mr. Bliss, there-
fore, worked in earnest as an explorer into an
almost untrod region. Bonpland, the eminent
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scientist, companion and friend of Humboldt,
had preceded him in 1821 to 1830 in Paraguay,
but nearly all that time he had passed in cap-
tivity, because he was then Professor of Natu-
ral History in Buenos Ayres, and Paraguay
was jealous of that power, and its ignorant
despot, Francia, chose to believe Bonpland not
a scientist in search of knowledge, but a spy.
But the misfortunes of Bonpland did not deter
Mr. Bliss from going straight to his work.

Mr. Bliss had in common with many other
thoughtful and prudent men joined the ancient
and honorable fraternity of Free Masons—a
fraternity that counts all men brothers who
make it manifest by word and deed that they
have the noble instincts of humanity in their
hearts. Thus provided, he had felt secure
among the North American Indians, and he
expected to meet no wilder men in the South.
But in this he soon found himself mistaken.

In the year 1868, when its troubles became
serious, Paraguay was a vast armed camp.
The whole nation had been stripped, like a
gladiator for the fight, but was defeated at every
turn, by the allies, Brazil and the Argentine
Confederation, and like a wounded brute turned
its teeth on such defenceless foreigners as hap-
pened to be within its borders, engaged either
in the several consulates, or in commerce, or
manufactures; all peaceable and all a positive
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means of gain to the country, and not one,
in any sense, an enemy. Mr. Bliss was so un-
fortunate as to be one of this proscribed class,
and guilty of a double offence, because of his
Masonic obligation, which was considered a
standing insult and menace to the church which
had solemnly condemned this great secret soci-
ety to execration and oblivion. But all uncon-
scious of bodily harm—from his supposed im-
munity as a citizen of the United States, he
went on with his studies quietly and industri-
ously. This conduct increased his offence in
the eyes of Jesuits, who cannot tolerate any-
thing having even the appearance of secrecy,
in any but their own secret society; therefore,
when they saw a capable Protestant and a Free
Mason at work for the dictator, and high in his
favor, the alarm was given.

Could not the learned sons of the church
write a history of Paraguay? they inquired ; or
give a good and sufficient account of the In-
dian tribes—those that had been converted and
now lived under the blessings of the holy church,
and the heathen savages also? Perhaps they
could, but they never had, and there was no
reason to believe that they ever would have
thought of doing it but for Mr. Bliss’s arrival
and engagement in that very work for Lopez.

But, however this might' have been, the war
between Paraguay and the allies took the at-
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tention of Lopez from literary to military affairs,
when Mr. Bliss was recommended for dismissal
by the wily Jesuits, who saw in him a formidable
rival whom it was dangerous to harbor.

Being thus interrupted in his pursuits, and
unemployed, he was engaged ‘by Minister
Washburn for special service February 22,
1868, and for the time laid aside his philo-
logical and other studies—this very act gave
the occasion to the Jesuits to begin their at-
tack on him. In the official notice sent by
the minister to the Paraguayan Government
announcing that Mr. Bliss and others had been
taken into his service, the word service was
purposely mistranslated by the Paraguayan
secretary, who was a Jesuit, and it was made to
appear that Mr. Bliss had been engaged as a
domestic, to service in the kitchen or at the
table as a waiter, instead of in his proper place
in the minister’s office. The first disagreeable
result of this act was an order forbidding Mr.
Bliss and the other gentlemen, Manlove and
Masterman, from appearing on the streets at
night, as the patrols had orders to arrest all
who might remain in town; the Paraguayans
having been ordered to evacuate the city on ac-
count of the near approach of the armies of the
allies.

Dr. Carreras was another inmate of the le-
gation mansion, and was received under the
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minister’s protection for good and valid rea-
sons. He stayed there until he was taken away
by order of Lopez to be starved, tortured, and
executed. One of his offences was his being the
Master of a lodge of Free Masons. This wasa
mortal sin, and nothing short of his death would

atone for it. _
It was not the death that Lopez could inflict,

that gavethe little band of Masons the most rea-
son for dread, but what they feared was that
they might be starved, exposed, whipped, tor-
tured, and so compelled to confess to some
infamous acts, and thereby be misrepresented
at home. - He and his Jesuits had the keys of
truth in their own hands, and having used them
would publish to the world as truth all that
they had forced out of their victims under tor-
ture, and would then kill them to prevent any
future contradiction.

However it may have been as to any proofs,
Lopez, advised by the Jesuits, had determined
on exterminating every Free Mason in his do-
minions, and especially all who were foreigners,
as enemies of the church and state.

The American Minister could escape, for he
had asked to be recalled, had received notice
of the appointment of his successor, and the
U. S. ship Wasp was in the river dedow the
forts at Villeta, thirty-five miles south of Asun-
cion, where Lopez would be sure to keep it
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until Mr. Washburn had gone on board and it
was too late to interfere to save Bliss and Mas-
terman. The latter were arrested by order of
Lopez as soon as they stepped out of the Amer-
ican Legation, and hurried away to prison ; while
Mr. Washburn and his family were permitted to
go on board the small steamer that had been
sent by Lopez to carry them to the Wasp.
After Mr. Washburn and his party had em-
barked on board the Wasp, Commander Kirk-
land called on Lopez, who was at Villeta, and
was received with great courtesy ; but, strange
as it may seem, he did not allude to the arrest
of Bliss and Masterman. In the afternoon of
the same day there were received on board the
Wasp, by a messenger from Lopez, two let-
ters, signed by Porter C. Bliss, that had evi-
dently been written under compulsion, for they
contained the most untrue and absurd charges
against Mr. Washburn and himself as to the
alleged conspiracy. One letter was addressed
to Henry Bliss, Esq.,, New York, whil¢ Mr.
Washburn knew that Mr. Bliss's father was the
Rev. Asher Bliss, of . Cattaraugas County, New
York. This was evidently a sign invented by
Bliss to show that he was writing under duress.
Mr. Washburn wrote a protest against the
arrest of Bliss and Masterman, and sent it to
Lopez by the captain of the steamer that con-
voyed the Wasp below the batteries. . It was
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afterwards reported that if Lopez had seen that
protest before the Wasp had got below his
forts he would have ordered them to fire upon
it. It seems strange to a patriotic American
that Commander Kirkland, on learning that two
attachés of the American Legation had been
arrested and imprisoned by Lopez without
cause, did not demand their surrender under a
threat of firing on the city. But it is not yet
the well-defined policy of the United States to
protect its citizens when abroad, therefore Com-
mander Kirkland did nothing but sail away with
the Wasp, and leave Bliss and Masterman to
their fate, as we shall soon see.

As soon as they were arrested, and - before
Mr. Washburn was on board the little steamer,
Bliss and Masterman were searched and put
into irons that were riveted on their ankles,
and were then sent on mules, mounted side-
ways, to Villeta, about thirty-five miles distant.
That night ride was horrible. The suffering
caused by the weight of the irons on the
ankles was agonizing. Masterman fell off once,
and Mr. Bliss several times, and once was
dragged a long distance by one foot. They
were thrashed with heavy sticks over the
shoulders and arms, knocked down, beaten, and
feft to lie on the ground under a hut of reeds.

The hut was guarded by soldiers, and Bliss
was visited by priests in disguise, who ex
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torted from him, by the use of the torture of
the *“ Cepo Uruguayana,” the letters that we
have seen addressed to Mr. Washburn on the
Wasp.

» This particular means of torture was an im-
provement by Lopez himself on an invention
used in Bolivia for a long time, and consisted
of doubling the body together forwards by ty-
ing a musket across the back of the neck, and
another under the knees behind, and nggmg
cords so as to draw them together, jamming
the chin and face down between the knees.
Of course, confession to anything, would be
likely to be made by the victim to avoid such
agony.

The priest came at any hour of the day or
night, and réquired his assent to all sorts of in-
fernal inventions implicating Mr. Washburn
and others whom they determined to destroy.

In the middle of the next night after the tor-
ture was first applied, a priest came to the hut
in question, and instructed Bliss to abuse Mr.
Washburn as much as possible, which could
safely be done, as he was on board the Wasp.
It was pretended that he knew that a conspiracy
was on foot.

Soon after this he with other prisoners, was
brought before an Inquisition consisting of six
men, four officers and two priests in soldier’s
dress. Among the accused were twelve mem-
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bers of the Masonic fraternity, including Mr.
Bliss. These were all included in the imagi-
nary ‘ committee” that was supposed to have
been plotting against Lopez and Paraguay in
the meetings of the Masonic Lodge. One of
the priests was secretary, and he addressed Mr.
Bliss, saying, “ You ought to understand that
when we have brought you before this tribunal
your guilt is an ascertained fact. You are not
brought here to make any defence of yourself.
You are to simply clear up by your confession
and your deposition the facts in the case of
your complicity in the conspiracy. As to your
guilt, we know that already, and we shall not
allow you to endeavor to dodge the point.”*
Mr. Bliss was tortured both before and after
each examination. The chief torturer was
a priest by the name of Aviero, a heart-
less wretch, well adapted to the cruel work.
After undergoing these terrible tortures sev-
eral times, Bliss felt compelled to resort to
strategem to save his life, and which he did in
this way: Lopez had for some time believed
that Mr. Washburn was plotting against him,
and in this belief had become very bitter
against the American minister; therefore Bliss
believed that a pretended account of Wash-
burn’s plottings would so far mollify the dicta-

* The account of this ‘¢ examination ' under torture, which was
published by order of Congress, fills twenty-five octavo pages.
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tor as to gain time in which by some means
his life might be saved. And in order to use
as much time as possible, in hopes a war
vessel would be sent to his rescue, he deter-
mined to invent a long story about Minister
Washburn and his doings, and tell it in a style
that would be acceptable to the dictator.

The inventions of Bliss in this imaginary
history of Mr. Washburn were marvels in their
way. The author supposes himself to have
had unusual opportunities for knowing much
about Mr. Washburn from his infancy upward,
and from having received from his mouth rela-
tions of the rogueries of his childhood, the
follies of his youth, and the inexpressible as
innumerable adventures of his advanced age.
As a youth, Mr. Washburn was credited with
having given early promise of rising to emi-
nence by being hanged, and that the family
physician pronounced him a hereditary klepto-
maniac. He learned in school all that was
forbidden and little else, and was expelled from
several institutions of learning on account of
his moral depravity.

Mr. Bliss knew that Mr. Washburn had been
collecting materials for an account of Paraguay,
and he quoted from memory from that work
which was yet in manuscript. As often as
eight pages of Bliss's writing were done they
were printed (in Spanish), and circulated
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through the army. In the second division of
his work Bliss could ‘and .did indulge in the
most violent and red hot truth about Lopez,
charging it all upon Mr. Washburn, and Lopez
did not see through the trick, but the Jesuit
Maiz did, although he did not dare to expose it
to his master.

During all this writing Mr. Bliss was watched
by the two priests in disguise, and they became
so interested in the progress of the work that
they helped him, materially, by verifying his
Latin and other quotations from the classics.

Among many other good passages we have
only space for one sample: ‘Inthe world are
three classes of despotisms, civil, ecclesiastic,
and military, each of which is sufficient to effect
the misery of a people, but the unhappy Re-
public of Paraguay is the only country in the
world where are found all three in a state of full
activity and perfect equilibrium, administered by
the great Eguilibrista of the Plata, Lopez. If
the civil despotism is the head, the ecclesiastic,
and military are the two arms of the present
government ; all the clergy, from the bishop
down, being but an active instrument of espion-
" age systematized into complete subordination.”

He denounced Lopez as a coward, and
charged it to Washburn ; that he was ignorant
of a battle-field; had wantonly sacrificed his
people by thousands, and charged them to the
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same account; and that he was excessively vain
of being praised for valor and courage, and
knowledge, none of which he possessed; and all
charged to the same “ great beast.”

Even one of the priestly spies saw through
the disguise, and said, *“ While pretending to
quote from Mr. Washburn's book, you are really
writing a most scathing criticism on his excel-
lency.”

After this chapter followed an equally truth-
ful and critical notice of many of the assistants
of Lopez, and of the allies. Of the allies,
Bliss writes: “ I speak in terms of the bitter-
est sarcasm and contempt, notwithstanding the
large sums in gold they paid me to be their
friend and champion.”

When admonished that he must bring his
work to a close, Bliss made a final stroke in
an appeal for life, in promising that if his life
is spared, he will spend it in exposing and
bringing to justice the “evil genius of Para-
guay—Washburn.”

The work was a success, for it so charmed
Lopez that he allowed it to run on day after
day, until Bliss was rescued by the arrival of
the United States steamer that had been sent’
thtough Mr. Washburn’s entreaties.

There were three native Ameritans in Para-
guay at the time Mr. Washburn left in the
Wasp, besides Mr. Bliss, viz. : John A. Duffield,
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Thomas Carter, and a Mr. Sheridan. Mr.
Manlove had already been shot. There were
also two naturalized Americans—José Font and
Leonard Charles. Duffield and Charles escaped
by being taken prisoners by the Brazilians.
The others were killed by order of Lopez.

Mr. Alonzo Taylor, an Englishman, had
served Lopez for ten years as an architect and
builder, erecting several of the finest public
buildings in Asuncion, and the palace of the
President; he was tortured, but escaped with
his life to the Brazilians. His crime was in
planning an upper chamber to be used as a
Free Mason’s lodge.

Ramon Capdevila and Aureliano, his brother,
were citizens of the Argentine Republic, doing
business in Asuncion as merchants. Their
offence was having been initiated into the
mysteries of Free Masonry in their native
country, and attending lodge in Paraguay. The
younger man was beaten unmercifully before
he was shot. :

Thus out of the twelve Free Masons in Para-
guay, ten of them, after being repeatedly tor-
tured, were shot. The other two, Bliss and
Masterman, barely escaped with their lives,
after torture, starvation, and exposure for three
months, as above narrated.




CHAPTER Il

RECENT PERSECUTION AND MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF
FREE MASONS IN EUROPE.

The Assassination of Mansonsi near Castellamare.—
The Case of Mancini.— The Assassination of Po-
delli.—A Recent Case in Spain.—A Venetian Hor-
ror.—What a Traveler Learned from the Widow
of a Free Mason in Italy.

THE village of Gragnano is about two miles
from the well-known town of Castellamare, on
the south shore of the Bay of Naples, in Italy.
The society in the place by the sea is more
agreeable to the tourist than is found anywhere
outside of Naples in that part of Italy, and many
invalids suffering from lung diseases find a
residence there healthful and conducive to re-
covery, and the hotels and cottages are always
well filled with people from every part of Europe.
Gragnano is a village of about 12,000 inhabi- -
tants, and is noted for its manufactures of mac-
caroni and red wine. The excellence of the
maccaroni is attributed to the clear, limpid
spring-water with which the factories are sup-
plied, for water and wheat flour are the only




33

substances used in the best article, very little of
which ever leaves Italy, although nearly every
grocer who sells the famous Italian food will
advertise the only genuine, freshly imported
maccaroni from Gragnano.

In one of the factories near the east side of
the village, there were employed, in 1873, Fran.
cesco Manzoni, and his two sons, Enrico and
Carlo. The father had been in the company’s
service for nearly twenty years, and was es-
teemed among the most faithful of all the em-
ployees, of whom there were nearly fifty. The
proprietors were very strict in exacting due
attention to all the duties of their station from
every workman, and to this discipline it is prob-
able much of the deserved popularity of their
produce was owing.

The chief of the company, Battista Cevasco,
resided in the suburb Casola, in full view of
Mount Vesuvius and the Bay of Naples. A
daughter of Francesco, Angiolina Manzoni, was
employed as a domestic in the house and was
very much valued for her fidelity and general
usefulness, for she had been trained from in-
" fancy by her mother to service in the various
duties of the household. Her cousin, Fram-
polino Vani, was a gardener and had charge,
under old Giorgio, of the grounds about the
residence.

A sister of Angiolina, Agnese, in company
z.
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with other young girls of her class, carried on
their heads, early in the morning, baskets full of
garden sauce into the village for sale. They
sometimes went as far as Castellamare in their
morning walk. One morning on their way to
Castellamare, the girls met their father, Fran-
cesco, and two of his companions, about day-
light, coming toward Gragnano. The parties
exchanged salutations and passed on their sev-
eral ways, and, probably, nothing more would
have come of the accidental meeting if Agnese
had not gone to confession soon after, and
incidentally mentioned the affair of the meet-
ing.

There was no harm apparently in the occur-
rence, as far as the daughter could see, but the
priest could discern a mischief where no other
one would ever suspect evil. The zealous priest
set a watch on the movements of Francesco in
the person of one of his fellow workmen in the
factory, and soon had evidence of his periodical
visits to the town of Castellamare, where there
was a lodge of Free Masons, which met from
time to time as they were summoned by the
master. The larger number of the members of
the lodge were English, French, and German
travelers, or rather summer visitors to Italy,
and they found the occasion one of interest in
many ways. It brought together those who
could be looked to confidently in times of trou-
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ble for sympathy and assistance, and also
served to make many acquaintances among
people of similar habits and beliefs, thus in-
creasing the value of society, especially to
strangers.

The Italians in the lodge were there under
many difficulties, one of the most onerous being
the rule of the Catholic church, excommunicating
any man for attendance on a lodge, or a funeral
where Masonic rites of burial were used. The
enmity of the church in Italy is a serious mat-
ter, resulting in loss of employment, exclusion
from the sacraments of the church, from his
own family, and from all business or social con-
nections whatever their nature. Such is the
power that the church has gained over the
minds of men in Italy after more than a thousand
years of absolute rule over men’s minds and
bodies.

The priest soon gained information sufficient
to convince him that Francesco was in regular
attendance on the lodge in Castellamare, and
he determined to make such a frightful example
of him that it would deter others from a like
course, and to that end he went to work with
all his energies.

It is not known to this day how he finally suc-
ceeded in making away with the offender, but
it was brought out in the course of the investi-
gation that was made of the dead body of Fran-
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cesco, that the priest had threatened his wife
and children with all the terrors of the church
~anathema, and had been heard in loud and vio-
lent tones to denounce and threaten the hus-
band and father.

Francesco’s character being above reproach,
and his worldly affairs in a comfortable condi-
tion, he did not fear anything the priest might
do with his words and paper missiles, but he
knew there was danger if the priest could find
some needy bravo who would lend his stiletto
for a few moments in the service of the church.
And those fears proved true, for his dead body
was found -about half way between the lodge
and his home, with deep wounds in the neck
and back made by a stiletto.

It was in vain that the authorities summoned

many witnesses, for no one had courage enough
to give evidence against the priest or his hired
assassin. The tribunal was a farce and mockery
of justice, and it was declared that he was killed
by some highway robber for his money.

The priest was not satisfied with his death,
but still pursued him according to the rule of
the church and refused his body admission to
the church, for the funeral or the cemetery for
burial. The wife and sons entreated in vain
that the disgrace of such a public condemna-
tion of their husband-and father might be spared
them, for they were innocent of any complicity
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in any evil whatever, and the alleged offence
of which he was charged had never been
proven, and was only a surmise to any one be-
side the priest. The result was that the two
sons, feeling their spirit of resentment too
strong, resolved to leave their home and emi-
grate to the United States. Oneis now an agent
for the sale of Italian goods here, and the other
assists him in the business. The mother and
daughters are here also, and their only regret
is that they had not thought of this country be-
fore the unfortunate Francesco was taken away
from them. The two sons are prosperous in
business, and the daughters are busy in a dry
goods house, but their family gatherings at the
close of the day bring sad thoughts in memory
of the father who was snatched from them
by cruel fanatics, in the prime of life, for no
other cause than seeking the society of breth-
ren who pledged each other to be ever ready
to protect the bereaved in time of need, and so
provide for the future welfare of his loved ones.
The church denies this privilege and duty to
her communicants, and assumes to take the
place of all other means of improving the
condition of men beth in this world and the
next,
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THE CASE OF BATTISTA MANCINI.

Disappeared! Battista Mancini left his house Saturday
evening last and has not been heard of or seen since. Any
word to his distressed family will be gratefully received.—
(Eco d’Italia, March, 1876.)

Reward! One hundred francs will be paid for any in-
formation as to the whereabouts of Battista Mancini. The
same sum in either case, whether he is alive or dead. Ad
dress Giulio Santi, Strada Marghetto (28), Roma.

Notizia.—The dead body of a man, much decayed, and
partly eaten by fishes, was found in the Albano Lake, near
the village of Albano, yesterday. An account-book, with
the names of sixteen workmen, jewelers, and a time-table,
may indicate that he was a foreman in a jeweler's factory.
Friends of lost or missing men will please call and inspect
the remains for identification.—(Eco d'Italia, May, 1876.)

After much inquiry at the house and in the
neighborhood of the Mancini family in the
Marghetto and at Albano, the story of the dis-
appearance of ‘Battista Mancini was in part
brought to light. But first the visit to Albano.
The railway takes you to the station at the foot
of the hill, quite a distance from the town, and
‘the lazy omnibus will not climb the steep way
for one or two passengers, so I was compelled
to go up the steep road on foot, toiling in the
hot sun for an hour, but by my sufferings sixty
times sixty minutes. The chief street of Albano
is wide, spacious in appearance, but irregular,
and pierced with sombre openings in mysterious
buildings, and just the place for * disappear-




39 .

ances.” That saying is equally true of all
Italian cities. Nowhere in the world is human
life so uncertain as under the shadow of St
Peter’s. The recent establishment of the King-
dom of Italy has improved the condition as
regards the police, but until this generation
passes away the pernicious influence of the
Roman church government will be persistent
for evil. '

We lodged at the Hotel de Russie, and were
soon the centre of the local gossips, who vied
with each other in.the matter of horrible stories
of the vengeful stiletto, the dark midnight waters
of lake Albano, and the many victims who had
made their exit in one mysterious way or an-
other.. The male gossips of Italy exceed in volu-
bility those of all other nations, always excepting
the Spanish, Greek, and Irish, and all these may
be classed as equal in the delight they take in
repeating tales of scandal, crime, domestic infe-
licities and downright horrors. So my appetite
for the horrible was whetted -to unusual keen-
ness for an hour or two, while waiting for the
late supper at the hotel, without hearing a word
about Mancini. And yet I.dared not mention
his name, lest my secret mission should be
betrayed. I had come to Albano as a detective,
paid by the family of Mancini to discover the
assassin of their relative, for it was believed that
he had fallen a victim to some envious person,
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perhaps a rival in his business of engraving and
dealing in fine jewelry. I had brought with
me a trunk full of books to help out the dis-
guises of a student of ancient history, and the
trunk was resting at the railway station while I
had the billet for it in my hand. A porter
noticing the ticket said, uncovering,  Sig-
nor, can I serve you with the baggage? Itis
my vocation.” 1 employed him to bring the
books up to the hotel, and paying him double
price made him my friend. Thinking he might
aid me, I treated him to a cup of coffee with
milk at the nearest Cafe, and invited him to
come for another early in the morning and also
to show me about the town. His heart warmed
toward me at once and he chatted away for an-
other half hour encouraged by me, in the hope
that he would stumble upon the theme upper-
most in my mind; but with no other result
than to make me the unwilling receptacle of a
series of biographical sketches of himself and
small family of eight children and their haps
and mishaps. So I dismissed him until the
morning. Late in the night I heard his voice
loudest among his companions, singing snatches
of songs, in the choruses of which the others
joined. These night songs are peculiar to
Italy. Nowhere else in the world are they so
common or so delightful. I fell asleep in my
easy chair, dreaming that my porter, whose
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name was Amilio, proved the very Mercury of
my expedition. He was ready bright and early
for his cup of coffee, to which I added some
maccaroni, and on that he and I breakfasted,
chatting the while about the doings in and
about Albano, and finally, as a mark of his
friendship, he advised me to change my quar-
ters to the Hotel de la Poste. It was in vain
that I pressed him for a reason, for he would
only say, “See, listen, and be silent, and you
will live in peace.”

I changed to the Hotel de la Poste, and found
the house and all its appointments far superior
in elements of comfort. The host was a well-
informed and obliging man, who knew his
place, and, for an Italian hotel-keeper, was very
courteous, without the least inclinatian to be
officious.

I observed toward him the rule of, «“ As you
salute, you will be saluted,” and gained his -
confidence by treating him as an equal. He
had a son who was counted a bravo by his
enemies, but a good-hearted fellow by his com-
rades, and to him I was introduced by the
father, and believed I had at last hit upon the
means of tracing out my clew as to the assassin
of Mancini.

The son was gifted with a sonorous and full
voice which he was proud of showing off in
pompous strains, in improvised verse, in which
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he insisted on the grievances of the people
against the priests, and the mildness of the
government of Victor Emanuel, in such stanzas
as this¢ '
“ Felice di sua gloria ;
Che a tutti in suo consiglio
Provvede e eterno sta,

E tutto muover fa
Col sopraciglio.”

And he sang in rich, lusty tones in such Latin
as the the Jesuits teach in their schools, a .
dythirambus in left-handed praise of Pope Pius
IX., of which I give one sample of four lines:

“ Non Angelorum pectora
In vino manent sorda:
Vinum bonum letificat
Sanctorum quoque corda.”

And this levity in a village that stands under
the domes and terraces of the pontifical villa
that is reflected in the clear waters of Lake
Albano. This lake is in the bottom of a crater
of an extinct volcano. It is typical of the
people who live around it—ever ready to burst
into a violent passion on the slightest provoca-
tion. The lake is oval, and walled in with near-
ly perpendicular .rocky sides, wooded to the
water, and dotted with villas, like gems in a
green setting. Here and there the cliffs go
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sheer down into the water, and offer a conve.
nient place for ““accidents,” just such as took
Mancini off. But we anticipate.

The fare at the Hotel de la Poste was good,
as Italian cooking goes, and was always sup-
plemented by a bottle of the red wine of Albano,
which is the beaujolais of that region, and a
salad with fennel.

I had whiled away a week there before the
Jesuit fathers paid any attention to my card,
which had been sent to them on my arrival at
the Hotel de la Poste; but on the eighth day,
Father Giacomo. paid me a visit, and a right
good time we had of it, going over the classics
together—at least, such as related to the region
around Albano, which is, next to Rome, a very
interesting locality. We walked out into the
suburbs and knocked at the gates of San Paolo,
where we found a happy family of monks, living
in the midst of orchards and coppices spreading
out over the ruins of an ancient amphitheatre,
which has become under their culture a basket
of fruit. Outside of the walls they have ar-

ranged sheep-folds, and in -the centre is a gar-
den. From the upper windows you look out

" on the sea that meets the sky in the west.
How beautiful is all this work of nature, aided
by the cultured hand of man—how horrible is
the thought that these monks, so rich in all
the material things of life, should be so poor in
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spiritual things and in the elements of humanity;
yet so it turned out.

In the hall of the Monastery I saw a picture—
an ancient work of art—a portrait of a young
man with the decoration of the *“ Order of the
Holy Ghost,” on the breast of his robe. I took
the occasion to remark, that in those good old
times there were orders in society, secret and
open, that were a real help to the church, not
a hindrance and reproach like some of our
modern orders. This was the key to their
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