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valuable publication. :
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PREFACE.

THAT free-masonry has greatly tended to .

, enlighten the miinds, as well as to improve the"

morals of those, who have arranged them-
selves under its banners, is a fact, which the
most intelligent part of the community will
not be disposed to coniradict ; and were its
principles more generally known, the objec-
tions against the meetings of free-masons in
secret, would be removed from the breast of
every unprejudiced person. '
The Great First Cause ought to be the first
object of our adoration ; and the rules of our
order enjoin, that we should perform acts of
humanity, beneficence, and compassion to all
men, as far as may be in our power ; partic-
ularly to those, who may be connected with
us in the mystic tie. To extend our good of-
fices to every human being, when in distress,
A
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we consider as our bounden duty ; but it
would be unjust to accuse us of illiberality, if
we should be more attentive to the wants of
a brother or of his family than to those of
others. Here the duties of an upright mason
are circumscribed by similar boundaries, as
those assigned to the pious Christian; « As
we have opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto those, who are of the house-
hold of faith.” Galatians vi. 10.
~ To this society, as will be seen in the fol-
lowing pages, emperors, kings, princes, lord}s,
bishops, &c. have deemed, and still do deem
it, an honour to belong ; and the immortaZ
Washington, the illustrious Franklint, the brave
general Warren, the patriotic Adams, formerly
governor of Massachusetts, together with a
great proportion of our most eminent revolu-
tionary characters were amongst its votaries ;
and it may be added, without fear of contra-
diction, that many of our citizens, who now
sustain the mnost distinguished stations in the
army and navy, in church and state, are proud
of having their names enrolled in the list of
free-masons.
In this institution, party spirit is unknown.
The Prince Regent of England, the Kings of
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" the Emperor of Austria,
His Daniel D. Tompkins, Vice
President of the United States, His Excellen-
cy De Witt Clinton, Governor of the state of
New-York, &c. &c. as well as the lowest pea-
sant or labourer in the universe, provided he
be a mason, may unite together as a band of
brothers. Here that asperity, which is so
common amongst men who meet together, en-
- tertaining different sentiments with respect to
politics or religion, is abandoned ; and har-
" mony, love and benevolence are enforced by
such emblems, that these virtues cannot easily
be eradicated from the human mind.
- Masonry excludes all distinction of rank
as well as of religion. It considers them as
being naturally on a level ; and within the
walls of a lodge, no one should be admitted,
- unless he have made himself conspicuous by
the rectitude of his conduct, and his improve-
ment in those arts and sciences, which tend to
 refine our morals, and render us more worthy
and upright members of society. ‘
Actuated by this divine principle, the Ro-
. man Catholic, the Episcopalian, the Presbyte-
rian, the Methodist, the Baptist, the Univer -
salist, the Hebrew, the Gentoo, the Indian, &c.
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may here sit together in harmony and peace.
Such an institution requires only to be better
~ known to be more respected.

Upon the subject of masonry, many books
have been written ; but most of those, which
I have perused, have appeared to me to be
greatly deficient in that kind of information,

- which was most important to be communicat-

ed. Inthis science, art, or mystery, it is well
known, that there are secrets, which will never
be divulged to the world at large ; but the
history of masonry, its general regulations,
the benevolent views by which masons are
actuated, the constitution and government of
lodges, may be communicated with proprle-
-ty ; nor is there any obligation of secrecy,’
with respect to our hymns, anthems and songs,
which delight the ears of the fraternity, at al-
most every meeting.

I trust that my brethren will receive this
Masonic Guide or Free-mason’s Monilor, with
their accustomed goodness and candour ; as
it is truly intended to promote the real good
and benefit of our most excellent society, to
make its admirable principles and worthy
practices more generally known, &c. and, if
Dossible, to silence the sneering critic, and

~-~



PREFACE. ., ix

satisfy the unprejudiced stranger, that a good
mason and an honest man are symomymous
terms. T

I may further observe, that notwithstanding
all the difficulties and discouragements, all
the reproach and obloquy, all the scandal and
defamation, which the fraternity has, without
mercy, been loaded with, they still not only
keep their ground, but every where increase
to an incredible degree. OQur actions, though
reproached, are yet blameless.

Great pains have been taken to render this
publication more interesting than any of the
kind, which have yet preceded it ; and as it is
.. the honour of human nature, to be the friend
.Of the unfortunate, I am fully persuaded, that

“from the well known liberality of my worthy
. brethren, I shall receive a reasonable com-
-pensation for my labour.

JAMES HARDIE.

NEwYoizx, Magcn 9th, 1818,
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NEW FREE-MASON’S

MONITOR.

CHAPTER 1.
Of the Origin and Histoi;y of Frce-Masonry.

- THE origin of this fraternity is very an-
cient ; but we have no authentic account of
the time when it was first instituted, or even
of the reason of such an association under the
title of masons, more than that ofany other me-
chanical profession. In a work entitled ¢ Il-
tustrations of Masonry,” published in the year
1792, by William Preston, Esq. master of the.
Lodge of Antiquity, in London, the origin of
masonry is traced from the creation. “KEver,”
says he, “since symmetry began, and har<
mony displayed her charms, our order has had
a being.” By other accounts, the antiquity
of masonry is carried up no farther than the
building of Solomon’stemple. In Dr. Henry’s
History of Great Britain, we find the origin
of the Free-Mason’s society attributed to the
difficulty found in former times, of procuring
B .



2 NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR.

workmen to build the vast number of churches,
monasteries, and other edifices, which the re-
ligious opinions entertained in those ages,
prompted the people to raise. :

Hence the masons were greatly favoured
by the popes, who granted them many indul-

ences, with a view to augment their numbers,

n those times, it may be well supposed, that
such encouragement from the supreme pas-
tors of the church must have been produc-
tive of the most beneficial effects to the fra-
ternity, and in consequence of such patron-
age, the society rapidly increased.

An ancient author, who was well acquaint-
ed with their history and constitution says,
that « the Italians, with some Greeks, and
with them French, Germans, and Flemings,

oined into a fraternity of architects, procur-
Jng papal bulls for their encouragement.
They styled themselves Free-masons, and tra-
velled from one country to another, where-
ever they found it was wanted, that churches
should be built. Their government was regu-
lar, and they fixed themselves near the edifice,
on which they were employed, in a camp of
‘huts. A surveyor governed in chief, and
every tenth man was called a warden, and
superintended the other nine.”
reston supposes, that the introduction of
masonry into England was prior to the Roman
invasion, and says, that there are remains yet
existing of some stupendous works executed
&y the Britons, ata much earlier period than

.
- .
- oo
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NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR. 8

the time of the Romans, and that even these
display no small share of ingenuity and in-
vention ; so that we can have no doubt of the
existence of masonry in Britain, even in those
early periods. The Druids are likewise said
to have had many ceremonies amongst them- -
selves, similar to those of the masons, which
they most probably received from Pythagoras
or his disciples.*

Masonry is said to have been encouraged
by Casar the Roman emperor, and by many
of his generals, who were appointed govern~
ors of Byitain; but whatever may have been
recorded concerning their lodges and conven-
tions is now lost. The civil wars, which, for
along time prevailed in that country, greatly
obstructed the progress of masonry, and it
did not revive till the time of Carausius.
This general collected the best artificers he
could bring over from different countries,
particularly masons, whom he held in venera-
tion, and appointed St. Alban his steward, as
superintendent of their assemblies. Lodges
were now regularly held, and the masons ob-
tained a charter from Carausius to hold a ge-
neral council, at which Albanus himself pre-
sided. This Albanus was the celebrated St.
Alban, who suffered martyrdom for the Chris-
tian faith, A. D. 303,

* Pythagoras died in the year 497, before Christ. He
obtained his knowledge of masonry by travelling into
Egypt, and other countries, where the art had been known
long before his time. See ANTIQUITIES,
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The progress of masonry was greatly im-
eded by the departure of the Romans from
ritain, and soon fell into neglect. This was

occasioned first by the furious irruptions of
the Picts, and afterwards by the ignorance of
the Saxons, whom the Britons called in as
allies, but who soon became their masters.

The art continued in this situation till the
year A.D. 557, when St. Austin with 40
monks, among whom the sciences bhad still
been preserved, came to England. By them,
ehristianity was propagated, masonry patron-
ised, and the gothic style of building intro-
duced. o _

St. Austin appeared at the head of the fra-
ternity in founding the old cathedral of Can-
terbury, A.D. 600; that of St. Paul in London
604, and of many others, by which the number
of masons was greatly encreased.

During the heptarchy, however, or that

riod when England was divided into seven
E‘iangdoms, masonry was in a low state; but
it acquired great splendour in the year 872,
when it found a zealous protector in Alfred
the Great, who was the liberal patron of all
arts, sciences, and manufactures. He appro-
priated a seventh part of his revenue to the
maintenance of a number of masons, whom he
employed in rebuilding the cities, castles, &c.
ruined by the Danes. The complete re-estab-
lishment of masonry in England, however, is
dated from the reign of King Athelstane, who
in 926 granted a charter to the grand lodge
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of York, of which prince Edwin, the king’s
brother, was the first grand master. By virtue
of this charter, all the masons in the kingdom
were convened at a general assembly in that
city, where they established their constitution,
Hence the appellation of Ancient Y ork Ma-
sons, an expression well known in every part
of the British dominions, as well as in the
United States of America, and in most parts
of the civilized world. :

During the reign of Henry II. the lodges
were superintended by the grand master of
the Knights Templars, who employed them
in building their Temple, in 1155. Masonry
continued under this order till the year 1199,
when Peter de Colechurch was appointed
grand master. On the accession of Edward I.
m 1272, the superintendence of the masons
was entrusted to Walter Gifford, archbishop
of York. ‘They afterwards wrought under
the bishop of Exeter, who had been elected
E:;and master in 1307. Edward the II1. who

gan his reign in 1327, and died in 1377, not
only patronised masons, but studied the con-
stitution of the order, revised the different
charges, and added several useful regulations
to the ancient code. He appointed five de-
puties to inspect the proceedings of the lodges,
which, as appears from old records, were, at
that time, very numerous. On the accession
of Henry V. to the throne, the fraternity were
governed by Henry Chichely, archbishop ef

B2
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Canterbury, under whom the meetings were
frequent.

In the year 1425, however, during the mi-
nority of Henry VI. an act was passed for
suppressing the meetings of masons, because
it was alledged, that by such meetings « the
good course and effect of the statute of la-
bourers, were openly violated and broken, in
subversion of the law, to the great damage of
all the commons.” But the act was not en-
forced, and the fraternity continued to meet
as usual, under archbishop Chichely, their

nd master.

This extraordinary act had originated chief-
ly from the jealousy and ambition of Beau-
fort, bishop of Winchester, uncle to the duke
of Bedford, who was then prince regent, and
who wished to abolish the meetings of the fra-
ternity, on account of the secrecy, which was
therein observed. Dr. Anderson  in his book
of comstitulions, says, that « this act was made
in ignorant times, when true learning was a
crime, and geometry condemned for conjura-
tion.” He adds «that the parliament were
influenced by the illiterate clergy, who were
not accepted masons, nor understood archi-
tecture (as the clergy of former ages), and
were generally thought unworthy of this
brotherhood.  Thinking they had an inde-
feasible right to know all secrets, by virtue of
auricular confession, and the masons never
confessing any thing on the subject, they were
Aighly offended, and represented them as dan-
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gerous to the state.” But Humphreys, duke
of Gloucester, brother to the regent, and guar-
dian of the kingdom, in his absence, knowing
" the innocence of the party accused, took the
masons under his direction, and transferred
the charge of sedition from them to the bishop
and his followers. The death of the prelate,
however, having happened in two months
thereafter, put a stop to all those proceedings
which had been intended against him; and the
masons not only continued to meet in safety,
but were joined by the king himself, who, in
the year 1442, was initialed into the order,
and from that time, sgilred no pains to become
master of the art. He perused the ancient
charges, revised the constitutions, and honour-
ed them with his sanction. The royal exam-
ple was followed by many of the nobility,
who assiduously studied the art.

About this time also, the masons were pro-
tected and encouraged by king James I. of
Scotland, who, after his return from captivity,
became a zealous patron of learning, and of
the fine arts. He honoured the lodges with
his presence, and settled a certain income up-.
on the grand master, who had his deputies in
cities and counties.

But the flourishing state of masonry in
England, was interrupted by the civil wars
between the houses of York and Lancaster.
About 1471, it revived under Beauchamp,
bishop of Sarum, who had been appointed
grand master, and to hiin was comumitted b
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charge of causing the castle and chapel at
‘Windsor to be repaired. - In the year 1485, it
was patronised by the master and knights of
the order of St. John, at Rhodes, who have
since been called knights of Malta. These
assembled their grand lodge in the year 1500,
and chose king Henry V11. for their protector.
On the 24th June 1502, a lodge of masters was
held in the palace, at which the king presidec
as grand master, and having appointed his war-
dens for the occasion, proceeded in great state
to the east end of Westminster Abbey, where he
laid the first stone of that splendid piece of go-
thic architecture called Henry VI1V’s Chapel.
Many other noble structures were finished in
this reign. On the accession of king Henry
V1I1. Cardinal Woolsey was appointed granc
master. He built Hampton Court, W hitehall,
Christ-Church College, Oxford, with several
other noble edifices, all of which, upon the dis-
grace of that prelate, were forfeited to the
crown. From this. period different grand
masters were chosen in succession, who were
as eminent for rank, talents and virtue as any
in the kingdom. '

Upon the accession of queen Elizabeth,
Sir Thomas Sackville was grand master, and
the grand lodge had assembled at Y ork, where
the body was numerous and respectable.
But her majesty having learnt, that the ma-
sons were in possession of secrets, which they
refused to.communicate, and being naturally

Jealous of all private assemblies, sent an arm-
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ed force to break up the grand lodge. This,
however, was prevented by Sir Thomas Sack-
ville, who initiated some of the chief officers
sent on this duty in the masonic art, and they,
after being thus enlightened, made so favour-
able a report to the queen, that she counter-
manded her orders and never afterwards at-
tempted to disturb the meetings.

In 1567, Sir Thomas Sackville resigned in
favour of the earl of Bedford, and the cele-
brated Sir Thomas Gresham, to the former of
whom the care of the Northern part of the
kingdom was consigned, and that of the South-
ern part to the latter. Sir Thomas, during
his grand mastership, built the Royal Ex-
change, and Gresham College. From this
time masonry made considerable progress and
at the commencement of the reign of James I.
of England, lodges were held in.both king-
doms. About tliis time a number of gentle-
men returned from their travels with curious
drawings of the architecture of ancient Greece
and Rome, who were likewise desirous to re-
vive the knowledge of that valuable art.
Among these, was the celebrated Inigo Jones,
who was appointed general surveyor to the
king, and soon after made grand master of
England. Several learned men were now.
initiated in the mysteries of masonry, and the
fraternity increased in reputation and conse-
quence. Ingenious artists resorted to Eng-
land in great numbers; lodges were counsti-
tuted as seminaries of instruction in the scien-
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ces and polite arts after the model of the
Italian schools; the communications of the
fraternity were regular, and the annual festi-
vals duly observed. Under the direction of
this accomplished architect, many of the most
magnificent edifices, which now decorate the
eapital of the British empire were completed.
Inigo Jones continued grand master till 1618,
when he was succeeded by the earl of Pem-
broke. Several others of the nobility suc-
ceeded him ; but Inigo Jones having uniform-
ly continued to patronise the lodges, was re-
clected in 1636, and continued in office til}
his death, in 1651.

The progress of masonry in Great Britain,
was, for some time obstructed by the civil
wars. It began, however, to revive under
Charles 11. who had been admitted into the or-
der, during his exile.. On the 27th December,
1663, a general assembly was held, when the
earl of St. Albans was elected grand master,
who appointed the celebrated Sir Christopher
‘Wren and John Webb, Esq. his wardens. At
this assembly, several useful regulations were
made for the better government of the lodges,
and the greatest harmony prevailed amongst
the fraternity in every part of the British isles,
In 1666, Sir Christopher Wren was made de-
puty grand master, in which station he distin.
guished himself mere than any of his prede-
cessors, in promoting the prosperity of the
lodges, particularly that of St. Paul, now
ealled the Lodge of Antiguity. :
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The great fire, which in 1666, destroyed a
great part of London, afforded ample oppor-
tunity for the masons to exert their abilities.
After a calamity so sudden and extensive, it
became necessary to adopt, if possible, such
regulations, as might prevent so dreadful a
catastrophe in future. It was accordingly
determined, that in all the new buildings to
be erected, stone should be used instead of
wood. Sir Christopher Wren was appointed
surveyor general, and principal architect
for rebuilding the city, St. Paul’s cathedral,
and all the parochial churches,* directed to
be raised by parliament in lieu of those des-
troyed, as well as the other public structures.
A plan was prepared for widening the streets,
but owing to the objections of a great majori-
ty of the owners of property, it was not adopt-
ed so fully as could have been wished. Thus
an opportunity was lost of making the new
part of the city the most magnificent, as well
as the most convenient for health and com-
merce, of any in the world. Hence the ar-
chitect being cramped in the execution of his
plans, was obliged to alter and abridge it, and
to mould the city after the manner in which
it has since appeared.

* At this fire 86 churches, amongst which was St. Paul’s
cathedral, many public buildings, and the houses on 400
streets were destroyed. The ruins extended to no less
than 436 acres. It broke out near the place where the
monument is now erected, and centinued for four days and
nights, when it ceased almost instantaneously.
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In 1675, the foundation stone of the cathe
dral of St. Paul was laid with great solemnity,
by king James 1I. and the mallet, which he
used on this occasion, is still preserved in the
lodge of antiquity, as a great curiosity. 'This
edifice, which next to St.Peter’s at Rome, is by
far, the most splendid church in any part of
the world, was finished in the year 1710, and
the whole was completed under the superin-
tendence of this most eminent architect.

In 1685, Sir Christopher was appointed
grand master; but his great age and infirmi-
ties drew off his attention from the duties of
his office, the annual festivals were neglected,
and the number of masons began to diminish.
On the accession of king George I. ‘in the
year 1714, the art began to rise in more than
usual splendour, and an annual meeting was
held on the 24th June of the same year, when
Mr. Anthony Sayer was elected grand mas-
ier, at which time there were only four lod-
ges in London.

Before this period, a sufficient number of
masons being assembled together within a
certain district, had ample power to initiate
members, without a warrant of constitution;
but it was now determined, that the privilege
of assembling as masons should not be author-
ised without a warrant from the grand master,
with the consent and approbation of the grand
lodge, and that without such warrant, no lodge
should be hereafter deemed to be constitu-
tional. 'To this, the following was annexed,
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binding the grand master for the time being,
his successors, and the master of every lodge,
to be hereafter constituted, to preserve the
same inviolably, viz. that every regular grand
}ggge has an inherent power and authority te

e new regulations, or to alter them for
the real benefit of this ancient fraternity, pro-
vided always, that the old land marks be care- .
fully preserved; and that such alterations and
new regulations be proposed at, and agreed
to, at the third quarterly communication, pre-
ceding the annual grand feast; and that they
be offered alsoto the perusal of all the brethren
before dinner, in writing, the approbation and
consent of the majority of all present, being
absolutely necessary to make the same bind-
ing, and obligatory.”

o communicate this circumstance, it hag
been customary, ever since that time, for the
master of the oldest lodge to attend every
grand installation, and taking precedence of
all present, the grand master only excepted,
to deliver the book of the original constifu-
tions to the new installed grand master. By
this precaution, the original institutions were
established on the firmest basis, and the ancient
land marks, as they are emphatically call-
ed, set up as checks against the possibility of
innovation. .

Another assembly and feast were held on
the 24th of June, 1719, when Dr. Desaguliers
was unanimously elected grand master. A
-number of new lodges were now estab\ished

c
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the old ones visited by many masons, who
had long neglected the craft, and several no-
blemen were initiated into the mysteries, In
1720, the fraternity sustained an irrepara-
ble loss, by the burning of several valuable
manuscripts concerning the lodges, constitu-
‘tions, charges, &c. particularly one written by
. Mr. Nicholas Stone, the warden under Inigo
Jones. This was done by some too scrupu-
lous brethren, who were alarmed at the pub-
lication of the masonic constitutions, lest the
secrets of the craft should thereby become
&nown.
In the mean time, masonry continued to
read in the North as well as in the South of
ngland. The general assembly or grand
lodge continued to meet as usual, and many
persons of the first respectability were initiat-
ed into the art. Harmony subsisted between
the two grand lodges, and private lodges were
formed in both parts of the kingdom, under
their separate jurisdictions. The only dis-
tinction which the grand lodge appears to
‘have retained, is in the title of “ the Grand
Lodgeof all England,”while the other was only
called «the Grand Lodge of England.” Some
difference has of late taken place between
these two bodies, which is said to have arisen
in consequence of some innovations having
been introduced by the former; but it is the
glory and boast of the brethren in almostevery
country, where masonry is established, to be
accounted descendants of the Ancient York
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Masons ; and from the well known fact, that ,
masonry was first established at Y ork by char-
ter, the masons in England have received try-
bute from the first states in Europe.

From the nature of the institution, regular
masons must in every age, have maintained a
fraternal affection for each other ; hence, when
any of them was oppressed by poverty, or in-
volved in other di&culties, relief was afforded
by the benevolent contributions of his breth-
ren; but in the year 1723, the duke of Buc-
cleugh, who was then grand master, proposed
a scheme for raising a general fund for dis-
tressed masons and their families, which was
readily adopted, and a committee appointed
to devise the most effectual mode of carrying
it into effect. From that period, the means
of relief instead of depending as heretofore
on the precarious contributions of members
of individual lodges, is placed on a much bet-
ter footing, every grand lodge being vested
with funds, which they can_appropriate at
discretion, to the relief of the indigent. Thus
the distressed brethren, their widows, and or-
phans, have, since that period, always found
prompt relief from this general charity, which
1s supported by the private funds of subordi-
nate lodges, without being burthensome to
any member of the society. The same mode
has been adopted by the grand lodges of Scot-
land and Ireland ; by those established in each
of the United States of America, as well asin
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.the different provinces belonging to Britaim,
and I have been informed, that a similar mode
had been pursued inthe grand lodges of France,
Germany, &c. long before that period. Hence
it will appear, that there are few parts of the
civilized world, in which a needy brother may
be cast, wherein he may not receive the ne-
cessary relief.

In the year 1731, Francis, duke of Tuscany,
-afterwards emperor of Germany, was initiated
into the order, in a lodge at the Hague; and in
1738, Frederick the Great, afterwards king of
Prussia, was admitted in a lodge at Brunswick.
So highly did he approve of the institution,
that on his accession to the throne, he caused
a grand lodge to be formed at Berlin, in which
it was agreed, that every sum received should
be divided into tbree parts, viz. one to defray
the expenses of the lodge, one for the relief of
distressed brethren, and the third to be allot-
ted to the poor in general.

In the.beginning of the year 1768, two let-
ters were received from the grand lodge of
France, expressive of their desire to open a
regular correspondence with the grand lodge -
of England. This proposition was cheerfully
agreed to, and the book of constitutions, a list
of the subordinate lodges,&c. elegantly bound,
“were sent to them as a testimony of respect
and esteem.

On the 25th of April, 1779, a letter was re-
ceived from the grand master of the United
ZLrovinces of Holland and their dependencies;
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requesting that a firm and friendly alliance
might be established between the two grand
lodges, an annual correspondence carried on,
&c. On this, report being made, the proposi-
tion of the grand lodge of Holland was acced-
ed to without hesitation. A correspondence
was, likewise, agreed on between the grand
lodge of England and that of Berlin, in the
year 1774, agreeably to the solicitation of the
%‘and master of the latter, the prince of Hesse

armstadt. E

The grand lodges of England, Scotland and
Ireland had, for centuries, entertained a
friendly intercourse with each other, and like-
wise with the grand lodges on the continent of
Europe; but in the year 1772, the ties of
union were more closely drawn between the
grand lodges in the three kingdoms, under
the British Crown. We accordingly find,
that: ¢« At a meeting of the most ancient and
honourable fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons, held in London, September 2nd 1772,
Lawrence Dermott,Esq. deputy grand master,
in the chair, a letter was receiwved froin the
grand lodge in Ireland, setting forth the state
of the craft, &c. in that kingdom. Whereupon

“ Resolved, as the opinion of this grand
lodge, that a brotherly connexion and corres-
pondence with the right worshipful the grand
lodge of Ireland has been, and will always be
found productive of honour and advantage to
the craft in both kingdoms. ‘I'herefore,

‘“ Ordered, that the grand secretary shall

o2
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transmit the names of the officers of this
grand lodge to the secretary of the grand
Jodge of Ireland, yearly, or as often as any
new choice may be made, together with such
information as may be conducive to the ho-
nour and interest of the ancient craft.
«Ordered, that no mason,who has been inade
under the sanction of the grand lodge of Ire-
land, shall be admitted a member, or partake
of the general charity, without having first
roduced a certificate of his good behaviour
‘g‘om the secretary of the grand lodge of Ire-
land; but upon producing such certificate, he
shall receive all the honours due to a faithful
brother of the same household with ourselves.”
The deputy grand master then proposed
that a correspondence should be opened with
the grand lodge of Scotland, when it was
unanimously agreed, that the same regulations
should be observed in respect to the grand
lodge of Scotland as to that of Ireland.

At a meeting of the grand lodge of the
most ancient and honourable fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons, held in Dublin,
November 5th, 1772, Archibald Richardson,
-Esq. deputy grand master, in the chair.

« Resolved, that this lodge do entirely agree
with the grand lodge of England, that a bro-
therly connexion and correspondence between
the grand lodges have been, and always will
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be found productive of honour and advantage.
to the craft in both kingdoms, Whereupon
«“Ordered,that the grand secretary shall,from
time to time, transmit the particular occur-
rences of this grand lodge, to the grand secre-
tary of England, and that hereafter, no En-
glish mason shall be considered worthy of the
regard of this body without producing a certifi-
cate from the grand lodge of England, and that
we shall always consider such brethren as may
be recommended to us from the grand lodge of
England, equally objects of our attention as
those of the fraternity in Ireland ; nor canthe
grand lodge of Ircland omit this ogportunity
of testifying their high sense of the honour
they have received in this invitation to a mu-
tual and a friendly intercourse, which they
shall study to preserve and strengthen by
every act of good offices and brotherly love.”

At a meeting of the most ancient and hon-
ourable society of Free and Accepted Masons
in Scotland, held in the city of Edinburgh,
November30th, 1772. The right honourable
and most worshipful the earl of Dalhcusie,
late grand inaster, in the chair.

1t was reported to the brethren, that the
grand lodge of England, according to the o/d
inslilutions, had,on the 2ndSeptember last, past
a resolution and order, relative to a constant
correspondence betwixt them and the grand
lodge of bcotland, a copy of which had been
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lately transmitted by their secretary, along
with a letter, containing the names of their
officers.

The resolution and letter being read, the

rand lodge were of opinion, that the brother-

y intercourse and correspondence, which the
right worshipful the grand lodge of England,
were desirous of establishing, would be ser-
viceable to both grand lodges, and productive
of honour and advantage to the fraternity in ge-
neral, and, to promote this beneficial purpose,

« Ordered, that the grand secretary transmit
to the secretary of t%:e grand lodge of En-

land, the names of the officers of the grand

odge of Scotland, elected this day, and al-
so, that he shall transmit such information
as may tend to the honour and advantage of
the craft, as he shall be by them directed, &ec.;
and that he assure the right worshipful the
§-rand lodge of England, in the most respect-

ul manner, of the desire the grand lodge of
Scotland have, to cultivate a connexion with
them by a regular correspondence for the
interest of the ancient craft, suitable to the
honour and dignity of both grand lodges.

“ Ordered, that no mason made under the
sanction oi' the grand lodge of England, ac-
cording to the old institution, shall be admitted
a member of the grand lodge of Scotland, nor

rtake of the general charity, without hav-
g first produced a certificate of his good be-
haviour from the secretary of the grand lodge
of England, and that upon producing such
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certificate, he shall receive all the honours,
bounty, &c. due to a faithful brother of the
same household with ourselves.”*
In the year 1779, aremarkable event took
lace in the affairs of masonry. This was the
initiation of Omdit-ul Omrah Bahauder, eldest
son of the nabob of the Carnatic, in the lodge
of Trinchinopoly. The news being officially
transmitted to England, the grand lodge sent
a congratulatory letter to his T)ighness, accom-
panied with an apron elegantly decorated, and
a copy of the book of constitutions superbly
bound. In the beginning of 1780, an answer
was received from his highness acknowledging
the receipt of the present, and expressive of

* The grand lodges in the United States, as will be
shewn hereafter, not only correspond with each other;
but with the grand lodges in Europe, particularly with
those of England, Scotland, and Ireland. They likewise,
in regard to foreign brethren, adopted similar regulations
with those, which have been here mentioned. But these
regulations are by no means strictly enforced neither here,
nor, as I believe, in any country, where free-masonry ex-
ists. It possesses a spirit of charity, candour, and liberali-
ty, which may perhaps be equalled, but not surpassed in
any other institution. A travelling brother, therefore, who
can give a good account of himself, when in distress, may
without such a certificate, obtain pecuniary or such other
aid, as may be necessary for himself and family ; and if he
tarry in the place, and be desirous of joining a lodge, pro-
vided upon due examination, he be found to be a worthy
brother, he may be admitted to membership, and a parti-
cipation of all the privileges of the fraternity. From what
1 have personally known, 28 well as from what [ have learnt
from intelligent brothers, 1 have reason to believe, that
this is universally the case in all ancient lodges throughout
the world.
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the warmest attachment to his brethren in En»

land. His letter was written in the Persian
?angua e, and delivered in an elegant cover of
gold cloth. A proper reply was made, and
a translation of his highness’s letter* copied on

* As this letter is replete with good sense, and warm
benevolence. I shall here insert the translation, for the
gratification of our brethren.

 To the Right Worshipful, his Grace the Duke of Man-
<chester, Grand Master of the Illustrious and Benevolent So-
ciety of Free and Accepted Masons under the Constitution of
England, and the Grand Lodge thereof.

¢ Most Honoured Sir and Brethren,

¢ An early knowledge and participation of
the benefits arising. to our house, from its intimate union
of councils, and interests with the British nation, and a
deep veneration for the laws, constitution, and manners of
the latter, have, for many years, led me to seize every op-
partunity of drawing the ties between us still closer and
closer.

By the accounts, which have reached me of the prin-
ciples, and practices of your fraternity, nothing can be
more pleasing to the sovereign ruler of the universe, whom
well, though, in different ways, adore, or more honoura-
ble to his creatures; for they stand upon the broad basis
of indiscriminate and universal benevolence.

¢ Under this conviction, I had long wished to be a mem-
ber of your fraternity, and now that I am initiated, I con-
sider the title of an English mason, as one of the most
honourable, which I possess; for it is, at once, a cement
of the friendship between-your nation and me, the friend
of mankind.

_“* 1 have received from the advocate general of Bengal,
8ir John Day, the very acceptable mark of attention and
esteem, with which you have favoured me. It has been
presented with every circumstance of deference and re-
spect, which the situation of things here, and the temper

af the times would admit of ; and { do astare your grace,
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vellum, and with the original elegantly framed
and glazed, and hung up in the hall, at all
public meetings of the society. Since that
period, masonry has made a very rapid pro-
gress in the East Indies.

In the same year, the grand lodge of Ger-
many applied for liberty to send a represen-
tative to the grand lodge of England, in order
more effectually to cement the union of the
brethren of both countries, which request was
readily granted, and it was farther resolved
' that brother Leonahrdi the German represen-
tative, should wear the cloathing of a.grand
officer. '

The late Dr. John Brown attempted to ren-
der the social institution of masonry subservi-
ent, in a peculiar manner to the cause of liter-
ature, by instituting a Latin Lodge at Edin-
burgh, in 1784, entitled The Roman Eagle,
which he carried on with eclat for some time.

and the brethren, at large, that he has done ample justice
to the commission you have confided to him, and that be
has executed it, in such a manner, as to do honour to
himself and to me.

‘¢ [ shall avail myself of a proper opportunity, to con.
vince your grace and the rest of the brethren, that
Omdit-ul Omrah is not an unfeeling brother, or heedless
of the precepts, which he has imbibed ; and that while he
testifies his love and esteem for his brethren, by strength-
ening the bonds of humanity, he means to minister to the
wants of the distressed. ’

¢ May the common father of all, the one omnipotent
and merciful God take you into his holy keeping, and give
you health, peace, and length of years, prays your highly
-honoured and affectionate brother, - _

OmpiT-vr, Ouran Banavvee
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1t continued to flourish for several years after
he went to London; but the government of
ihe lodge having fallen into the hands of breth-
ren not so well skilled in the latin language,
the latin has been disused, and the advantages
which might have arisen from it to students,
have been lost. :

On the 9th March, 1786, his royal highness,
prince William Henry, was initiated into the
secrets of masonry, and his brother the prince
of Wales, followed his exainple 6th February,
1787, and on the 21st November, the duke of
York, likewise, became a member of the fra-
ternity. In February, 1790, prince Edward,
now duke of Kent, was initiated in the union
lodge, at Geneva, and the prince Augustus
Frederick, was made a mason at Berlin. On
the 24th of November, of the same year, his
royal highness the prince of Wales was elect-
ed to the important office of grand master,
(which office was vacant by the death of his
uncle, the duke of Cumberland), and appoint-
ed lord Rawdon, now the earl of Moira, his
deputy.

Indisposition had prevented the prince of
‘Wales from attending at the meeting, when
he ought to have been installed; his deputy,
however, supplied his place. But at the next.
grand festival in the year 1792, he was in-
ducted into his office with the usual solemni-
ties. “His highness,” says Preston, “perform-
ed the duties of his office in a style superior
o mmost of his predecessors; his expression
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was fluent, manly, and pertinent ; and his eu-
logium on his deceased uncle, the duke of
Cumberland, last grand master, pathetic,
graceful, and eloquent.”

In the year 1793, the late king of Sweden
was initiated into the order, in the grand lodge
of Stockholin, under the auspices of the duke
of Sudermania, who presided as grand inaster
on the occasion.

At the grand lodge held 10th April, 1799,
a letter was presented by the Swedish minis-
ter, the bavon de Silverhjehin from the grand
lodge of Swedcn, expressing a desire to form
an intimate, sincere and permanent tie be-
tween the national grand lodge of Sweden,
and that of England, &c.

The letter being read, ii was resolved w-
nanimously, that the grand master be request-
ed to return an answer on the part of the so-
ciety, to the duke of Sudermania grand master
of Sweden, expressive of every sentiment
correspondent to the warm and brotherly ad-
dress received.

At the next grand lodge, 8th May 1799, the
earl of Moira being in the chair, reported,
that his royal highness the grand master had,
on the part of the body, returned an answer
to the duke of Sudermania, of which I shall
only transcribe a part.

« It was with the truest satisfaction,most wor-
shipful and most enlightened brother, that I
received the letter, in which you express your
desire to see an intimate connexion establish-

n
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ed between the worthy and regular masons of
Sweden, and those of England. The high
opinion, that I have of your character, and
tLe fraternal esteem, which is the consequence
of it, add greatly to the pleasure, I feel on
our being on this occasion the voice of your
rethren. A reciprocal sentiment has long
disposed these two brave nations to admire
each other; but this admiration, however ge-
nerous, isbarren. It is, therefore, to be wish-
. ed, that it should be improved by a close re-
lation between the members of a craft, the ex-
istence of which, in each of the countries, is
founded on benificence to mankind.”

Having thus traced the progress of masonry
in Europe, from its early dawn to the present
period, | proceed to give some account of
1ts introduction into the British provinces, on
this side of the Atlantic, now denominated
ihe United States of Amergica.

——

CHAPTER 11

Of the Commencement and History of Masonry
in America.

FREE-MASONRY although of a date more an-
cient than can be easily traced, was not estab-
lished in Aerica till the year A.L. 6733,
when in consequence of several brethren re-
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siding in New England, who were free and
accepted masons, having presented a petition
10 the right honourable lord Montague, grand
master in England, dated 30th April, 5733, he
was pleased to appoint the right worshipful
Henry Price, grand master of New England.

Upon the receipt of this comnmission, e
brethrenassembled and constituted themselves
into a grand lodge, in Boston, to which they

ave the appellation of « St. John’s Grand
odge,”* and the right worshipful Andrew
Belcher was installed as deputy grand master.

A petition was then presented by several
brethren in Boston, praying to be constituted -
into a regular lodge. hereupon, resolved,
that the prayer of the said petition be granted,

.1 and this may be considered as the founda-
tion of masonry in North America.

The anniversary of 5t. John the Baptist
was celebrated June 24th, 5734, when a peti-
tion being presented from Benjamin Franklin
and several other brethren residing in Phila-
delphia, for a constitution to hold a lodge
there, the grand master having in this year
received orders from the grand lodge of En-
ﬁland, to establish masonry in all parts of

orth America, granted the prayer of the pe-
titioners, and appointed the worshipful Benja-

* Sometimes called ¢ the grand lodge of modern ma-
sons.”

t This lodge is styled ** the first lodge in Boston,” or
¢ St. John's lodge.”
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min Franklin* therr first master. At the same
time, a warrant was granted to a number of
brethren for holding a lodge at Portsmouth,
New Hampshire,

In the year 5738, the right worshipful the
grand master, went to England by the way of
Antigua, where finding some old Boston ma-
sons, he formed them into a lodge, giving them
a charter of incorporation, and initiated the
governor and several gentlemen of distinc-
tion into the society. 'This was the origin of
masonry in the West Indies.

It would be very little interesting to my
readers, were I to transcribe the application
of sundry brethren for charters in different
places. [ shall, therefore, deem it sufficient
to say, that from this grand lodge originated
the first lodges in Massachusetts, Rhode Is-
land, New I%ampshire, Pennsylvania, Connec-
ticut, New Jersey, New-Y ork, North Carolina,
Maryland, Canada, Nova Scotia, Newfound-
land, the West Indies, Surinam, and very
probably some other places, which have not
been transmitted onrecord. :

A number of brethren, who had travelled,
and been initiated into the mystery of the
craft in ancient lodges abroad, became emu-
lous to cultivate the art in this western world.

* This celebrated statesman and philosopher, whose
gervices were so pre-eminent in affecting the liberty of his
country, and whose writings were no less celebrated
throughout Furope than in America, died in Philadelphia,
5790, Zit. 84,
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For this laudable purpose they petitioned the
grand lodge of Scotland for a charter, and re-
ceived a dispensation dated November 30th,
5752, from Skholto Charles Douglas, lord
Aberdour, then grand master, constituting
them a regular lodge, under the title of « St
Andren’s, No. 82, to be holden at Boston, in
the province of Massachussetts.”

The establishment of this lodge was dis-
couraged by St. John’s Grand Lodge, who
imagined that their jurisdiction was infringed
by the grand lodge of Scotland. They, there-
fore, refused any communications or visits
from such members of St. Andren’s lodge, as
had not formerly sat in their lodges; and this
difficulty did not entirely subside for several
years.

The prosperous state of St. Andrew’s lodge
- soon led to exertions for the establishment of
an ancient grand lodge in the province, and
this was effected by three travelling lodges,*
which were holden in the British army, then
stationed in Boston. They petitioned the

* * In the American army, there appears to have been at
Teast one lodge of this description, as we find that in the
year A. L. 5779, on the petition of a number of brethren,
officers in the American army, praying that the grand
lodge would grant them a charter, to hold a travelling
lodge, it was resolved, that a dispensation be granted them
under the title of ¢ Washington Lodge,” to make masons,
pass fellow crafts, and raise masters in this state or in any
of the United States, in which there is no grand lodge ;
but that in any state, where a grand master presides, they
shall apply for his sanction.

D2
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most worshipful, the earl of Dalhousie, and
fromn him received a commission, bearing date
30th May, 5769, appointing Joseph Warren,
to be grand master of inasons in Boston, New
England, and within one hundred miles of the
same. In consequence of this charter, on the
ensuing festival of St. John the Baptist, 5760,
" the Lrethren proceeded to instal the right
worshipful.- grand master Warren, who after-
wards appointed and invested the other grand
officers. 1n 5772, the right worshipful Joseph
Warren received a commission constituting
him grand master of the continent of America,
between which period and the year 5791, this
grand lodge granted warrants for the estab-
lishment of lodges in Massachuseits, New
Hampshire, Connecticut, Vermont and New~
York.

. The political events of the year, 5775, pro-
duced great changes in the state of masonry;
- Boston had become a garrison, and the regular
meetings of the grand lodge were, of course,
-suspended. At the eventful contest of the
17th June, 5775, on the celebrated heights of
Charlestown, commonly called the battle of
Bunker’s hill, the grand lodge sustained a
heavy loss in the death of their grand master
WaRREN, who held the rank of a major gene-
ral in the provincial forces, and was slain,
whilst gallantly defending the liberties of
his country.

. Soon afzar the evacuation of Boston by the
British, March 18th, 5776, and previous toany
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regular communication, the brethren, influ-
enced by a pious regard to the memory of
their late grand master, were induced to search
for his bog? which had been buried with many
others, indiscriminately, in the field of slaugh-
ter. They accordingly repaired to the place,
and his remains, though found in a mangled
condition, were easily ascertained by his hav-
ing an artificial tooth; and being decently
raised, were carried to the state house in Bos-
ton, April 8th, from whence, a numerous and
respectable body of brethren, together with
the late grand officers attending, in a regular
procession, they were carried to the stone
chapel, where an animated eulogium was de-
livered by brother Perez Morton, at their re-

uest. 'The body was then conveyed to the
silent tomb, and there deposited without a
sculptured stone to mark the spot; but as the
whole earth is the sepulchre of i1llustrious men,
his fame, his glorious actions, are engraved on
the tablet of universal remembrance, and will
survive marble monuments, or local inscrip-
tions.*

* If there be no monument over his grave, one has
been erected on the spot, where he terminated his glori-

- ous career. The handsome monument, which graces the
heights of Charlestown, was solemnly dedicated by the
society of free-masons, December 2nd, 5794, in commem-
oration of the events of 17th June, 5775. Itis a Tuscan
pillar, 18 feet high, placed on a brick foundation 10 feet
from the ground, 8 feet square, inclosed by four posts. On
the top of the pillar is a gilt urn, with the letters « J. W.
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On the festival of St. John the Baptist,
5776, a number of the dispersed brethren
having returned, convened, and celebrated
the day with temperate joy. But it now be-
came a serious question, how the grand lodge
should be constituted, as the commission of
the grand master had died with him, and his
deputy had no power independent of his no-
mination and appointment Communications
for the consideration of this subject were held
at different times till the 8th of March, 5777,
when the brethren came to a\conclusion with
respect to the measures, which ought to be
adopted. At this meeting, the necessity of a
superintending government for the different

aged 35,” entwined in masonic emblems. On the South
side of the pedestal, is the following inscription :
* Erected A. D. MDCCXCIV.
By Kixc SoLomon’s Lonae of Faee Masoxs,
Constituted in CuarresTown, 1783,
In memory of
Masor GeNEraL JosErE Warnzn
and his AssociaTes, A
who were slain on this memorable spot,
June 17th, 1775. '

“¢ None but they, who set a just value upon the blessings
of Lizznty are werthy to enjoy her. In vain we toiled ;
in vain we fought ; we bled in vain; if you our offspring,
want valour to repel the assaults of ber invaders.”

_ ¢ CmarrzsTown settled 1628,
¢ Burnt 1775—rebuilt 1776, -

< i 1
;li‘::‘ e‘)':cl]':‘:;?‘ land given by the Honourable Jamtes
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lod%;as, in order that a regular intercourse
might be kept up between them, appeared ob-
vious. The exireme poverty, to which many
worthy brethren had been subjected, in conse-
quence of the war; at a time too, when, owing
to the disorganised state of the institution,
there was no general masonic fund, was, like-
wise, an object of weighty importance. After
having taken the subject into serious conside-
ration, they, therefore, deemed it expedient to
proceed to the formation of an indcpendent
ﬁand lodge, with powers and prerogatives to

exercised on principles consistent with, and
subordinate to, the regulations pointed out in
the constitutions of masonry* They next
proceeded to the proper organization of the
lodge, and installed the most worshipful Jo-
seph Webb grand master, &c.

On the 7th March, 5780, it was determined
that all charters granted without the limits of
this state, shall be understood to remain in
force until a grand lodge is formed in the
government, where such lodges are held, or
during the pleasure of this grand lodge.

Nothing remarkable occurred till ?lanuary
5783, when a committee was appointed to
draw up resolutions, explanatory of the pow-
er and authority of this grand lodge, of the
extent of its jurisdiction, and of the exercise
of any other masonic authority within the

* The general regulati.ons were adopted at large, from
Entick’s constitution, except that the grand master and
wardens were elected by ballot.
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same; and also to write to the grand lodges
abroad, requesting such communications, as
may tend to promote a friendly correspon-
dence, and advance the general interests of
the craft.

The report of the committee, and the reso-
lution by them recommended, presented at a
meeting of the grand lodge, June 24th 5783,
are as follows,

‘ The committee appointed to take into
consideration the conduct of those brethren
who assume the powers and prerogatives of a
grand lodge, on the ancient establishment in
this place, and to examine the extent of their
authority and jurisdiction, together with the
poweérs of any ancient masonic institution
within the same, beg leave to report the result
of their examination, founded on the follow-
ing facts, vis.

“ That in consequence of a petition from a
number of brethren of this town, to the grand
lodge of Scotland, a charter was granted them
under the name of “Saint Andrew’s Lodge,’?
by the most worshipful, and right honourable
George, earl of Dalhousie, grand master of
masons in Scotland, to the late most worship-
ful Joseph Warren, Esq. constituting and ap-
_ pointing him provincial grand master of the
ancient and honourable society of Free and
Accepted Masons, with power of granting
charters of erection within one hundred miles
of the metropolis; but that during the juris-
diction of the grand lodge in form and manner
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thus appointed, three lodges were only con-
stituted by authority thereof.

« ‘I'hat the commission from the grand lodge
of Scotland, granted to cur late grand master
Joseph Warren, having died with him, and of
" course, his deputy, whose appointment was

derived from his nomination, being no longer
in existence, they saw themselves without a
head, and without a single grand officer, and of
consequence, it was evident that not only the
grand lodge, but all the particular lodges un-
der its jurisdiction must cease to assemble, the
brethren be dispersed, the pennyless go unas-
sisted, the craft languish, and ancient masonry
become extinct, in this part of the world.
“'That in consequence of a summons from
the former grand officers to the masters, and
wardens of 5] the regularly constituted lodges,
a grand communication was held, to consult
and advise for some means to preserve the in-
tercourse of the brethren.
« That the political head of this country
having destroyed all conpexion and corres-
. pondence between the subjects of these states
and the country, from which the grand lodge
originally derived its commission and autho-.
rity, and the principles of the craft inculca-
ting in its professions, submission to the com-
mands of the civil authority of the country in
which they reside; the brethren did assume
elective supremacy, and chose a grand master
and officers, and erected a grand lodge, with
independent powers and prerogatives, to be
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exercised, however, on principles consistent
with, and subordinate to the regulations point-
ed out in the constitutions of ancient masonry.

« That the reputation and utility of the
craft, under their jurisdiction, has been most
extensively diffused by the flourishing state .
of fourteen lodges, constituted by their au-
thority, within a shorter period than that in
which three only received dispensations, un-
der the former grand lodge.

« That in the history of our craft we find,
that in England there are two grand lodges
independent of each other; in Scotland the
same; and in Ireland, the grand lodge and
grand master are independent both of Eng-
land and Scotland, It is clear that the au-
thority of some of these grand lodges origina-
ted in assumption; or otherwise they would
acknowledge the head, from whence they de-
rived their power of acting.

“ Y our committee are therefore, of opinion,
that the proceedings of the present grand
lodge are dictated by principles of the clear-
est necessity, founded on the highest reason,
and warranted by proceedings of the most
approved authority ; and they beg leave to
recommend, that the following resolutions be
adopted by the grand lodge, and ingrafted in-
to its constitution:

¢« 1st. That the brethren of the grand lodge
in assuming the powers and prerogatives of
an independent grand lodge, acted from the
most laudable motives, and consistently with
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the principles, which ought for ever to govern
masons ; viz. the benefit of the craft, and the
good of mankind ; and that they are warrant-
ed in their proceedings by the practice of an-
cient masons in all ages of the world.*

« 2nd. That the grand lodge to be so constitu-
ted, shall be free and independent in its govern-
ment and official authority, of any other grand
lodge or grand master in the universe.

< 3rd. That the power and authority of the
said grand lodge be construed to extend
throughout the commonwealth of Massachu-
getts, and to any of the United States, where
none other is erected, over such lodges as this
grand lodge has constituted or shall constitute.

« 4th. That the grand master, for the time
being, be desired 1o call in all charters, which
were held under the jurisdiction of the late
grand master, Joseph Warren, Esq. and re-
turn the same with an indorsement thereon,
expressive of their recognition of the power
and authority of this grand lodge.

« 5th. That no person or persons ought to,
or can, consistently with the rules of ancient
masonry, use or exercise the powers or pre-
rogatives of an ancient grand master or grand
lodge, viz. to give power to erect lodges of
ancient masonry, make masons, appoint supe-
rior or grand officers, receive dues, or do any
thing, which belongs to the powers or prero-
gatives of an ancient grand lodge, within any

* See Calcot page 107. DMason’s Pocket Compenion,
)nge 92.

B
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part of the commonwealth of Massachusetts,
to the rightful and appropriate limits of which,
the authority of this grand lodge shall for
ever hereafter extend.”

The said report having been duly consider-
ed was adopted. and ordered to be registered.

On December 2nd, 5791, a committee was
appointed by the grand lodge, to confer with
the officers of St. John’s Grand Lodge, upon
the subject of a complete masonic union,
throughout the commonwealth of Massachu-
getts, which was happily effected March 5th,
5792, and unanimously adopted by both
parties.

From the preceding history, we find, that
for the space of thirty-six years, two grand
lodges, equally respectable, were commission-
ed by different authorities in the same me-
tropolis, each acknowledging the same laws,
and practising upon the same gl:meral princi-

les. But when we consider that the design
of a grand lodge is to erect private lodges, to

revent innovations, and to promote a regular
intercourse amongst the brethren, it must ap-
pear obvious, that the existence of two su-
preme authorities in one place, and over the
same jurisdiction, must tend to excite a col-
lision of interests, and to interrupt that per-
fect harmony, which is the cement of our in-
stitution. A complete union of these two
grand lodges was, therefore, a most important
object, and it was, as has been already ob.
served, happily effected in March, 5792, and
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constitutes @ new era in the history of mason-
ry in the United States.

On that memorable day, the two grand
lodges convened, for the last time, in their
respective halls, and each nominated a grand
master, two grand wardens, a grand treasurer,
and a grand secretary, and also seven electors,
who met in convention, and after having duly
considered the two lists of candidates, unani-
mously elected the most worshipful John
Cutler, grand master; the right worshipful
Joseph Bartlet, senior grand warden; the
right worshipful Mungo Mackay, junior
grand warden, &c. who were installed with

reat solemnity on the 19th June following.

t was then resolved, that the grand lodge,
orgamized as aforesaid, shall be hereafier
known by the name of « The grand lodge of the
ancient and honourable society of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons for the commonnealth of Massa-
chusetls.”

Independent of the charters, which had
been given to subordinate lodges by the two
grand lodges, previous to their union, the
grandlodge of England had indifferent places,
appointed provincial grand masters, to whom
they gave warrants for holding lodges; but
the termination of the revolutionary warhav-
ing finally separated the United States from
the government of Great Britain, also exon-
erated free-masons, in this country, from sub-
jection to any foreign grand lodge.

To maintain a friendly correspondence
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with all ancient grand lodges was deemed cox-
rect, and this has carefully been attended to
ever since ; but it was very properly resolved,
that it was inconsistent with the principles of
the craft, to be subordinate to any of them, as
masonry, in a peculiar degree, inculcates the
doctrine of obedience on every brother, to
the government of the country, under which
he lives. Independent grand lodges were,
therefore, formed in each of the different
states, of which I shall give an account to:
wards the close of the work.

——

CHAPTER III.
Uses of Masonry.

AFTER 50 long a history of the rise, pro-
sress, and present state of masonry, it must
e natural for those, who have not been admit-
ted into the order, to enquire into the benefits,
which result from the institution; and for
what purpose it has been patronised i;y 50
many great and illustrious personages. From
the profound secrecy, in which the system of
masonry is so very strictly, as well as proper-
ly involved, its benefits now are, and will for
ever be, best known to the members of the
fraternity. This far, however, may be assert-
ed without fear of contradiction, that it pro-
motes philanthropy, benevolence, and moral-
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ity; and that in proportion as masonry has
been cultivated, the countries in which it has
shed its benign influence, have been propor-
tionably civilized.

There is, likewise, a very important advan-
tage attached to masonry, viz. that its signs
and tokens serve asa kind of universal lan-
guage ; so that by means of them people of
the most distant nations, may become ac-
quainted, and enter into the most friendly in-
tercourse, with each other. In this society,
the bigot and the enthusiast throw aside their
rancour, and will readily take by the hand a
brother, who walks in the paths of moral rec-
titude, and will treat him with tenderness, hu-
manity, and delicacy, whatever diversity of o-
pinion may be entertained between them, with
regfe‘ct either to politics or religion.

"hus through the instrumentality of Free-
masonry, all those disputes, which have so
much agitated and disturbed the world, upon
subjects, concerning which it has been found
impossible to come to a final conclusion, and
which only tend toirritate the mind, are avoid-
ed. Here harmony and peace predominate.
The Chinese, the Algerine, the Persian, the
native of Indostan, the Turk, and the Jew,
may, under the masonic banners, associate in
love with their Christian brethren, and parti-
cipate of all the benefits of the institution ;
nor is any dispute tolerated between whigs
and tories, federalists and democrats, or any.
other political factions,

E2
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The basis of masonry is peace, good will te
men ; and he knows very little of its essential
and fundamental principles, who does not feel
it as an imperious duty to promote, as far as
may be in his power, the happiness of the whole
humanrace, particularly of those, who may be
connected with himself in the same fraternity.

From these observations, the utility of ma-
sonry must be sufficiently apparent. Its ben-
efits are well known to its members, who
deem them invaluable; and to the world it
must appear obvious, that a distressed mason,
will, in most parts of the %:obe, find a brother
ready and willing to assist him. Let brotherly
love coniinue. :

———

CHAPTER 1V.
Of Modern Masons.

IN a book entitled Ahiman Rezon, by Law-
rance Dermott, Esq. deputy grand master, of
the grand lodge of England, we have the fol-
lowing account of the origin of modern mason-
ry. “ About the year 1717,” says he, < some
Joyous companions, who had passed the decree
of a craft, though very rusty, resolved to form
a lodge for themselves, in order that, by con-
ver:ation, they might be enabled to recollect
what had been formerly dictated to them; or
if that should be found impracticable, to sub-
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stitute something new, which might, in future,
pass for masonry umongst themselves. At
$his meeting, the question was asked, whether
any one present knew the master mason’s part,
and being answered in the negative, it was re-
solved nem. con. that the deficiency should
be made up by a new composition; and that
such fragments of the old order as were found
amongst themselves, should be immediately
reformed, and made more pliable to the hu-
mours of the people.”

He then goes on with a ludicrous descrip-
tion of the manner, in which they resolved to
initiate new meinbers, which, however, 1 deem
foreign to my purpose. But whatever may
have been deemed the origin of this institu-
tion, it arose in England to a considerable de-
gee of respectability, as we find according to

Ar. Dermott’s statement, that in the year 5788,
the duke of Manchester was chosen grand mas-
ter, and it is well known, that since tﬁ.la_‘i period,
persons of high standing in society have suc-
cessively filled the chair.

The ancient masons style themselves ¢ free
and accepted masons.” The moderns * free~
masons of England.” But though there be a
similarity of names, yet they differ greatly in
their makings, ceremonies, masonic knowledge
and installations.

Mr. Dermott has pointed out the difference
between the two by questions and answers; I
have, however, thought it better to throw aside
his questions, and give the substance of his an-
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swers, which, I trust, will be more satisfactory
to the reader.

1. Free-masonry, as practised in ancient
lodges is universal; but that which is called
modern masonry is not.

2. An ancient mason cannot only make him-
self known to his brother; but, in case of
necessity, can discover his very thoughts to
him in the presence of a modern, while the
modern cannot discover, that either of them
are free-masons.

3. A modern mason may, with safety, com-
municate all his secrets to an ancient mason;
but it would be highly indiscreet in an ancient
mason to repose confidence in a modern; for
as a science comprehends an art, though an
art cannot comprehend a science, even so an-
cient masonry contains every t,hin.gh valuable
amongst the moderns, as well as other things,
which cannot be revealed without additional
ceremonies.

4. A person made in the modern manner is
not qualified to sit in a master’s lodge, accord-
ing to the universal system of masonry. To
such an one, therefore, the appellation of
¢ Free and Accepted” is, by no means, ap-
plicable.

5. A modern mason cannot be initiated into
the Royal Arch Lodges, which is the very
essence, the prop, the key stone of masonry,
unless through the ancient ceremonies.

6. The number of the ancient masons, com-
pared with modems, being at least as ninety-
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nine to one,* proves the universality of the old
order; and its utility appears from the love
and respect shewn to the brethren in conse-
quence of their superior abilities, in convers-
ing with, and distinguishing the masons of all
eountries and denominations.

These and many others too tedious to be
n.lentioned, are the advantages, which the an-
elent have over the modern masons ; these last,
however, are not so much to be blamed as
some may suppose; as they have been duped
and received for sterling, that which was not
much better than dross. But 1 announce with -

leasure, that modern masons becoming sensi-
Ele of their delusion, are, from time to time,
joining the ancient lodges; and without pos-
sessing the spirit of prophecy, I may assert,
that the time is not far distant, when all who
profess themselves to be masons will rally
round the ancient standard.

———

.CHAPTER V.
Objections against Free-Masonry obviated.

I~ the year 1794, an extraordinary publica-
tion was issued from the press in Great Britain,

* This is so well known in Great Britain, Ireland, the
United States, &e. that it becomes altogether unnecessary,
to add a single argument in proofof this assertion. itis
believed, that no modern lodge exists on the continent «f
North America
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written by John Robinson, A. M. professor of
Natural Philosophy in the university of Edin-
burgh, entitled « Proofs of a conspiracy against
all the religions and governments of Europe,
carried on in the secret meetings of Free-ma-
sons, Illuminati and reading societies.” What
eould have occasioned such a production from
the pen of a professor, in so eminent an uni-
versity, is di%cult to conjecture. He must,
however, have been actuated by the most
malignant passions, stimulated by avarice to
make money by any means whether right or
wrong, or much learning may, perhaps, have
made him mad. But whatever may have
been his motive, his work was well calcu-
lated to excite the most ill founded sus-
picions respecting an institution, which in
every age and country, had been uniformly
friendly to government, good order, and reli-
&ion ; an institution which, in the most positive
and solemn manner, denounces all plots, con-
spiracies, and rebellions ; an institution, the
very essentials of which, breathe nothing but
peace and good will towards men.

But Robinson’s book, notwithstanding the
above well known facts, had passed through
several editions in the United States; and
though more replete with assertion than proof,
with jealous surmises than satisfactory rea-
sons; and in many parts inconsistent and con-
tradictory, had met with numerous readers
and some advogates. What the Iluminati
may be T know not; but if their principles

B¢ such as professor Robinson hes vepresent-
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ed them, there is no masonic lodge, either an-
cient or modern, which would not shudder at
the very idea of having any connexion or
correspondence with them.
When the fact, however, was notorious, te
rofessor Robinson, as well as to all the intel-
{)igent part of the community, that many of the
wisest as well as the best members of society,
in every part of the civilized world, were free-
masons, he ought to have paused before he
vented a philippic, which will be believed by
no one of common sense, and which will ever
tend to vilify his character in the opinion of
men, who choose to think for themselves.
From the first chapter of this book, which
treats of the origin and history of free-mason-
ry, it appears that kings and princes, bishops
and other dignitaries of the Chiistian Church,
had deemed it an honour to belong to the or-
der. It is likewise well known, that the im-
morlal Washington, the illustrious Franklin,
the gallant. general Warren, the palriotic
Samuel Adams, late governor of the siate of
Massachusetts, and many others of our most
eminent citizens, whose names might be ad-
duced, belonged to this ancient and honoura-
ble fraternity. Were these enemies to reli-
gion and government? His royal highness the
prince regent of England, was grand master
of masons in England, of whom he now styles
himself the patron, and his brother prince Ed-
ward was, in the year 1815, grand master in
Tower Canada. Who ean for a moment suyg-



13 NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOK.

pose, that these, or any of the other emine
personages, whom 1 have mentioned, wou
wish to overturn the government of his nati
country ! But to come nearer kome, his «
cellency Daniel D. ‘Tompkins, vice preside
of the United States, and his excellency .
Witt Clinton, Esq. governor of the state
New-York, as well as many others of ¢
most distinguished eitizens, are masons of 1
hizhest grade.  Does any one apprehe:
thar gentlemen of their rank and standing
<ociety, would have any agency, direetly
indireetly, in subverting the government
religion of the country, which gave th
birth !

It 10ay be supposed, that T am contend
with a shadow, as Mr. Robinson only =pe
of a conspirvacy against the religions and
vernments in Europe; but enough has b
5tid to convince the unprejudiced reader, t
the general principles of masonry have he
in all ages and countries, essentially the sar
and that in masonic lodges, there never
nor never can exist any discussions, wh
can excite animosity in regard to politics,
ligion, or any other subject, which has the le
tendency of disturb the public tranquillit

But in order to allay every apprchensi
which this book might have excited in
mind of the community, the grand lodgc
Massachusetts, on the 11th June, 1798, de:
ed it adviseable to report to the chief ma
frate of the federal government those se
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wents, which characterize all the lodges, and

which have ever evinced, that free and accept-

ed masons are good, faithful, peaceable and-
obedient citizens.

The following is a copy of this important
document.

¢« An address of the grand lodge of free and
accepted masons of the commonwealth of
Massachusetts, in ample form assembled at a
1uarterly communicationin Boston,June 11th,

. D. 1798, to the president of the United
States.

[{3 Sil',

« Flattery and a discussion of political opin-
fons are inconsistent with the principles of
this ancient fraterpity; but while we are
bound to cultivate benevolence, and extend
the arm of charity 1o our brethren of every
clime, we feel the strongest obligations to sup-
port the civil authority, which protects us.
And when the illiberal attacks of a foreign
enthusiast,* aided by the unfounded preju-
dices of his followers, are tending to embar-
rass the public mind with respect to the real
views of our society, we think it our duty to
join in full concert with our fellow citizens in
expressions of gratitude to the Supreme Ar-
chitect of the Universe, for endowing you with
that wisdom, patriotic firmness and integrity,
which has characterized your public conduct.

# This paragraph has reference to Professor Robinson,
the visionary author alluded to in the beginning of this
chapter.

b
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« While the independence of our country,
and the operation of just and equal laws have
contributed to enlarge the sphere of social
happiness, we rejoice that our masonic bre-
thren throughout the United States, have dis-
covered, by their conduct, a zeal to promote
the public welfare, and that many of them
bave been conspicuous for their talents and
unwearied exertions. Among these, your
venerable predecessor is the most illustrious
-example ; and the memory of our beloved
WARREN, who from the chair of this grand
lodge, has often urged the members to the
exercise of patriotisin and philanthropy, and
who sealed his principles with his blood, shall
ever animate us to a laudable imitation of his
virtues.

« Sincerely we deprecate the calamities of
.war, and have fervently wished success to
every endeavour for the preservation of peace.
But, sir, if we disregard the blessings of liber-
ty, we are unworthy to enjoy them. In vain
bave our -statesmen laboured in our public
assemblies, and by the midnight taper; in
vain have our mountains and vallies been
stained with the blood of our heroes, if we
want firmness to repel the assaults of eve
presumptuous invader. And while as citi-
zens of a free republic, we engage our utmost
.exertions in the cause of our country, and of-
fer our services to protect the fair inheritance
of our ancestors ; as masons, we will cultivate
the precepts of our institution, and alleviate.



“NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR. &

the miseries of all, who by the fortune of war,
or the ordinary occurrences of life, are the
proper objects of our attention.

« Long may you continue a patron of the
useful arts, and an ornament of the present
Eeneration. May you finish your public la-

ours with an approving conscience, and be
gathered to the sepulchre of your co-patriots
with the benedictions of your countrymen ;
and finally, may you be admitted to that ce-
lestial temple, where all national distinctions
are lost in undissembled friendship and uni-
versal peace.

Josiak Bartlet, grand master.

Attest, Daniel Oliver, grand secretary.”

To this address, the President returned the
following answer : :

“ To the grand lodge of Massachusetts:
« GGentlemen,

¢ As I never had the honour to be one of
your ancient fraternity, I feel myself under
the greater obligations to you for this affec-
tionate and respectful address. Many of my
best friends have been masons, and two of
them, my professional patron, the learned
GRIDLEY,* and my intimate friend, your im-

* Of this gentleman, the following character was insert-
ed in the public prints, and is retained in the records of
the grand ledge.

¢ Boston, Beptember 17th, 1766. On Thursday last,
died, Jeremy Gridley, Esquire, Attorney General for the
Province, and a member of the general court. His fune-
[yal was attended with that respect, which was due to &
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mortal Warren, whose life and death were leg>
sons and examples of patriotism and philan-
thropy, were grand masters ; yet so it has hap<
pened, that I had never the felicity to be ini-
tiated. Such examples as these, and a great-
er still in my venerable predecessor, would
have been sufficient to induce me to hold the
ipstitution and fraternity in esteem and hon-
our, as favourable to the support of civil au-
thority, if | had not known their love of the
fine arts, their delight in hospitality and devo-
tion to humanity.

“ Your indulgent opinion of my conduct,
and your benevolent wishes for the fortunate

memory, by the members of the council, &c. the societ
of free masons, of which he was grand master ; the of-
ficers of the brst regiwent of militia; of which he was
colonel ; the members of the marine society, of which he
was president, and a great number of the gentlemen of
the town.
¢ Strength of understanding, clearness of apprehension,
and solidity of judgment were cultivated in him by a liberal
education and close mode of thinking. His extensive ac-
quaintance with classical and almost every other part of
literature, gave him the first rank among men of learning.
His thorough knowledge of the civil and common law,
which he had studied as a science founded in the princi-
les of government and the nature of man, justly placed&
iitn at the head of his profession. His tender feelings,
relative to his natural and civil ties, his exquisite sensibil-
ity and generous effusion of soul for his friend, were proofs,
that his heart was as good, as his head was sound, and
well qualified him to preside over that ancient society,
whose benevolent constitutions do honour to mankind.
He sustained the painful attacks of death with philosophi-
€3) calmness and firmness, which resulted from the steady
Pprinciples of his religion.
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iermination of my public labours, have my
sincere thanks.

“ The public engagement of your utmost
exertions in the cause of your country, and
the offer of your services to protect the fair
inheritance of your ancestors, are proofs, that
you are not chargeable with those designs,
the imputation of which, in other parts of the
world, has embarrassed the public mind, with
respect to the real views of your society.

John Adams.

Philadelphia, June 22d, 1798.”

To the above, I shall add two other intet-
esting documents, which, though they precede
the last, by a few years, may, perhaps, with
more propriety, be inserted in this place.

The first is an address from the grand
lodge of Massachusetts, when they presented
1o their illustrious brother George Washington,
their book of constitutions, which is dedicated
to him, and was presented with the following
address:

« The grand lodge of free and accepted
masons of the commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, to their honoured and illustrious brother
George Washington, president of the United
States.

« Whilst the historian is describing the ca-
reer of your glory, and the inhabitants of an
extensive empire are made happy in your un-
exampled exertions; whilst some celebrate
the hero, se distinguished in liberating United

- F2
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Anmerica, and others the patriot, who presides
over her councils; a band of brothers, having
always joined the acclamations of their coun-
trymen, now testify their respect for those
milder virtues, which ever grace the man.

« Taught by the precepts of our society,
that all its members stand upon a level, we ven-
ture to assume this station, and to approact
you with that freedom, which diminishes ow
diffidence without lessening our respect.

“ Desirous to enlarge the boundaries o
gocial happiness, and to vindicate the cere
monies of their institution, this grand lodge
have published a book of constitutions (anc
a copy for your acceptance accompanies this)
which by discovering the principles that ac
tuate, will speak the eulogy of the society
though they fervently wish the conduct of it
members may prove itshighest commendation

«« Convinced of his attachment to its cause
and readiness to encourage its benevolent de
signs, they have taken the liberty to dedicat
this work to one, the qualities of whose heart
and the actions of whose life, have contribute:
10 improve personal virtue, and to extend
throughout the world, the most endearin
cordialities; and they humbly hope, he wil
pardon this freedom, and accept the tribut
of their esteem and homage.

« May the Supreme Architect of the uni
verse protect and bless you, give vou lengt
of days, and increase of felicity in this worl¢
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and then receive you to the harmonious and
exalted society in heaven.

John Cutler, grand master.
Boston, December 27th, A. D. 1792.”

T'o this address, the following answer was
returned: .

« To the grand lodge of free and accept-
ed masons of the commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts.

« Flattering as it may be to the human
mind, and truly honourable as it is, to receive
from our fellow citizens, testimonies of ap-
probation, for exertions to promote the pub-
lic welfare, it is not less pleasing to know,
that the milder virtues of the heart are highly
respected by a society, whose liberal princi-
ples are founded on the immutable laws of
truth and justice. A

« To enlarge the sphere of social happiness
is worthy of the benevolent design of a ma-
sonic institution; and it is most fervently to
be wished, that the conduct of every member
of the fraternity, as well as those publications
that discover the principles, which actuate
them, may tend to convince mankind, that the
grand object of masonry is to promote the
happiness of the human race.

« While I beg your acceptlance of my thanks
for the book of constitutions, which you have
seut me, and for the honour you have done
me in the dedication, permit me to assure you
that 1 feel all those emotions of gratitude,
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which your affectionate address and cordia
wishes are calculated to inspire; and | sin
cerely pray, that the Great Architect of th
Universe may bless you here, and receive yoi
hereafter into his immortal temple. _
George Washinglon.”

The last document, which I shall lay be
fore my readers, on this subject, is the addres:
which the grand lodge presented to the pre
sident upon his retiring from office, togethe:
with his answer.

“ The grand lodge of ancient free anc
accepted masons, of the commonwealth o
Massachusetts, to their most worthy brothe;
George Washington. .

« Wishing ever to be foremost in testimo
nials of respect and admiration of those vir
tues and services, with which you have sc
long adorned and benefiled our commor
country, and not the last nor the least to re
gret the cessation of them in the public coun
eils of the union, your brethren of this grand
lodge embrace the earliest opportunity of
greeting you in the calm retirément, which
you have contemplated to yourself.

« Though as citizens, they lose you in the
active labours of political life, they hope as
masons, to find you in the pleasing sphere of
fraternal engagement. - From the cares of
state, and the fatigues of public business, our
institution opens a recess, affording all the re-

Zief of tranquillity, the harmony of peace, and
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the refreshment of pleasure. Of theze may
you partake in all their purity and satisfac-
tion. - And we will assure ourselves, that
your attachment to this social plan will in-
erease; so that under the auspicesof your
encouragement, assistance and patronage, the
eraft will attain its highest ornament, perfec-
tion and praise. And 1t is our earnest prayer,
that when your light shall be no more visible
In this earthly temple, you may be raised to
the All Perfect Lodge above, be seated on
the right of the Supreme Architect of the Uni-
verse, and receive the refreshment your labours
bave merited!

« In behalf of the grand lodge, we sub-
gcribe ourselves with the highest esteem, your
affectionate brethren.

Paul Revere, grand master.
Isaiah Thomas, senior grand warden.
Joseph Laughton, junior grand warden.
Daniel Oliver, grand secretary.
Boston, March 21st, 5797.”

‘The following answer was received and

gommunicated to the grand lodge, June 12th,
797.

« To the grand lodge of ancient, free, and
accepted masons, in the commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

‘¢ Brothers, .
« Tt was not till within these
few days, that I have been favoured by the
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receipt of your affectionate address, dated in
Boston the 21st of March.

« For the favourable sentiments you have
been pleased to express on the occasion of
my past services, and for the regrets, with
which they are accompanied for the cessation
of my public functions, | pray you to accept
my best acknowledgements and gratitude.

“ No pleasure, except that, which results
from a consciousness of having to the utmost
-of my abilities, discharged the trusts, which
have been reposed in me by my country, can

_equal the satisfaction | feel from the une-
quivocal proofs I continually receive of its
approbation of my public conduct; and I
beg you to be assured, that the evidence
thereof, which is exhibited by the grand lodge
of Massachusetts, is not among the least pleas-
ing or grateful to my feelings.

‘ In that retirement, which declining years
induced me to seek, and which repose to a
mind long employed in public concerns ren-
dered necessary, my wishes, that a bounteous
Providence will continue to bless and preserve
our country in peace and in the prosperity it
has enjoyed, will be warm and sincere; and
my attachment to the society, of which we
are members, will dispose me always to con-
tribute my best endeavours to promote the
honour and interest of the craft.

“ For the prayer, you offered in my behalf,
I entreat you to accept the thanks of a grate-
ful keart.  With assurances of fraternal re-
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gard, and my best wishes forthe honour, happi-
ness, and pros?erity of all the members of the
grand lodge of Massachusetts,
' I am, &c.
. George Washington.”

Although professor Robinson exempts the
English lodges from the charge of disloyalty
or want of attachinent to government, it is
evident from the whole tenour of his book,
that he intended to sound the tocsin of alarm
in the ears of the British ministry, by the
thunder of his extraordinary denunciations.
It must, however, have been gratifying to
the fraternity, that after all his fulminations
against masonry, as well as those of his prede-
cessor, the Abbe Barruel, who had written a
book in four volumes entitled ¢ The me-
moirs of Jacobinism in France,” none of the
members of the royal family in great Britain,
nor of the European sovereigns or princes,
who were free-masons, have been induced, on
that account, to desert the society. On the
contrary, we have a positive proof of their
steadfast attachment to the order, from the
following sentiments, which occur in an ad-
dress delivered to the brethren, on the 3d of
June, 1800, by the earl of Moira, who was
then deputy grand master : :

¢« Certain modern publications,” says his
lordship, “ have been holding forth to the
world the society of masons as in league
against all eonstituted authorities.” This toe
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utation, he repels by a number of power-

ul arguments, of which, this last is certain-
ly irgesistibly conclusive. - « The foundation
stone of. the lodge,” says he, « is Fear God
and honour the king.* In confirmation of
this solemn assertion, what can we advance
more irrefragable than that so many of his
Majesty’s illustrious family stand in the high-
est order of masonry, are fully instructed in
all itstendencies, and have intimate knowledge
of every particular, in its current administra-
tion under the grand lodge of England.”

After so many testimonies, which sufficient-
ly prove, that the principles of the institution
are not only innocent, but benevolent, and
highly laudable, liftle more need be said to
re%ute the ungenerous aspersions, which have
been so wantonly thrown out against it. I
shall, therefore, close this chapter with this
observation, that when on the 12th July, 1798,
an act was passed by the British parliament,
« for the more effectual suppression of soci-
eties established for seditious and treasona-
ble purposes,” such was the confidence of
government in the loyalty of free-masons, that
their lodges were exempted from its penalties.
I shall close with this remark, that those, who
are best acquainted with the mysteries of our
order, must be sensible, that it is founded in
‘wispom ; supported by sTRENGTH ; adorned

P * Or the government of the country ander which we
ye. ’
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with BEAUTY; and cemented by corbraniTy
and TrRuTH. May it, therefore, be our con-
stant study, to act in such a manner, that our
practice may prove the best comment on the
principles of our craft, and thereby teach the
world, that Charity and Brotherly Love, In-
egrity of Heart, and Puyity of Manners, are
not less the characteristics of Masonry than of
Religion. Then may we hope, that when a
period even still more awful than the hour of
our dissolution shall arrive, when the last
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised, when our scattered atoms shall be col-
lected, and we shall appear in the presence of
the Lord God Omnipotent, “the high and lofty
One who inhabiteth eternity,” that our trans-

gsions will be graciously forgiven, and
that the Graxp Master of the UNiverse
will be pleased to give us rest, from all our
labours, by an admission into the celestial fra-
ternity of angels, and “ the spirits of just men
made perfect.”

—at

CHAPTER VI.

Of Qualifications necessary for those, wha wish
to become Free- Masons. .

No one ought to think of becoming a can-
didate for admission into this ancient an
G
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honourable fraternity, who is not in the prac-
tice of all the private virtues. Intemperance,
the great bane of human happiness, ought to
be avoided, and no indulgence in any kind of
excess allowed, which might prevent him from
the use of his mental faculties, and the faith-
€ul performance of those moral and religious
duties, which are incumbent on all men, par-
ticularly on masons. He ought to be indus-
trious in his vocation, and adore the Lord and
Master, who made heaven and earth. He
ought not to eat any man’s bread for nought;
but should conduct himself in such a manner .
as to be able to pay for all the necessaries
and conveniencies of life. When he is at lei-
sure from his necessary avacations, he should
employ himself in studying the arts and scis
ences, so that he may be better enabled to
perform all his duties to his Creator, his couns
try, his neighbour, and himself. :

He is to seek and acquire, as far as possi-
ble, the virtues of patience, meekness, self de- -
nial, and forbearance; virtues, which give
him the command over himself, and enable
him to govern his own family with affection,
dignity, and prudence. At the same time he
ought to check every disposition, which might
tend to the injury of his fellow creatures ; and
by every means in his power, promote that .
love and friendship, which brethren of the
same household owe to each other.

To afford succour to the distressed, to di-
vide our bread with the industrious poor, and
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to put the misguided traveller into the right
way, are duties, which essentially belong to
the craft; but though a mason should never
shut his ear against any of the human race,
yet when a brother is oppressed or in indigent
circumstances; he is, in a peculiar manner,
ealled to relieve him as far as prudence will
permit. '

. It is also necessary, that all, who would be
Jree-masons,should learn to abstain from malice,
slander, and evil speaking ; from all provok-
ing and indecorous language, and that they
should keep the tongue of good report. They
ghould reflect, that the society, which they in-
tend to join, is a band of brothers; and it
ought to be their endeavour as soon as they
have got admission, to strive, by every means
in their power, that brotherly love should con-
tinue.

A mason should be obedient to the laws of
his country, and respect the superior powers.
Treason and sedition are held in abhorrence
by all, who rightly understand the principles
of the institution. A mason should, likewise,
learn to obey those, who are set over him in
the lodge ; nor is he to omit this important
duty, in consequence of their being inferior
to him in worldly rank or condition. Mason-
ry divests no man of his honours; yet in the
lodge, pre-eminence of virtue, and superior
knowledge in the art, is considered as the
source of -all nobility and good government.

The virtue indispensibly requisite  e-
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sonry is secrecy. This is the guard of theis
confidence, and the security of their trust. So
great stress is laid upon it, that it is enforced
under the strongest penalties, nor, in their
opinion, is any man to be accounted wise,
who has not intellectual strength sufficient to
conceal such honest secrets as may be com-
mitted to him, as well as his own more serious
. sand private affairs; but of this I shall speak
more at large in the next chapter.

It is further to be observed, that no person
is capable of becoming a member, unless, to-
gether with the virtues above mentioned, or
at least a disposition to seek and acquire them,
ke be free-born, of mature age, of good re-
port, of sufficient natural endowments, with
an estate, office,-trade, occupation, Or some
visible way of acquiring an honest livelihood,
as becomes the members of this most ancient
and honourable fraternity; who ought not .
only to earn a sufficiency for themselves and
families; but, likewise, have something to
spare for works of charity, and mercy. Ewe«
ry person desirous of admission, must also be
upright in body, not deformed, nor dismem-
bered; but of hale and entire limbs as a man
ought to be. :

It is contrary to the rules of masonry, that.
a brother should propose for admission any

erson through friendship or partiality, who
is not a man of unblemished reputation, and
who is not supposed to be exempt from those
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vices and ill qualities, which would bring dis-
honour on the craft.

Every person desirous of being made a
free-mason, should be proposed by a member,
who should give the candidate’s name, age,
occupation, residence, and other necessary
information concerning him. It is also re-
‘quisite, that such proposal, should be seconded
by one or more members. Such proposal
should be made at least at one meeting of the °
lodge, prior to initiation, in order that the
brethren may have sufficient time to make a
strict enquiry into the character of the candi-
date. For this purpose, a special committee
is usually appointed in country lodges; but
in New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Bos-
ton, and other cities of the United States,
this duty generally devolves on a standing
committee. : : _

The brother, who proposes a candidate
should also, at the same time, deposit such a
sum for him as the by-laws of the lodge
may require, and this is forfeited, if the can-
didate should not come forward.agreeably
to his proposal ; but it is to be returned, if he
should not be approved of. In case of his be-
ing elected, he is to pay, in addition to his de-

osit, such further sum as the laws of the
odge may require. '

Men in low circumstances, although pos-
sessed of some education and of good morals,
are not fit to be members of this institution.
They ought previous to their application for

G 2
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admission, to consider their income, and the
situation of their families, and know, that free-
masonry requires not only knowledge, but at-
tendance, and a decent external appearance,
1o maintain and support its ancient respecta-
bility and grandeur. :

All applications for initiation should be
made in writing, and.the petitions ought to
be filed by the secretary. The following may -
answer as a form for any one, who may wish
to become a member.

“ To the worshipful master, junior and
is%nior wardens, and brethren of lodge,
o.
. ¢ The petition of A. B. most respect-
fully sheweth, '
“ That he has been long desirous of
becoming a member of your ancient and
honourable society, 'the principles of which,
he has every reason to believe, are founded
in morality, virtue, and religion. He, there-
_ fore, prays, that he may be admitted as a
member, if after due examination, he shall be
found worthy.
« His place of residence is at , his
age years, his occupation
(Signed) A.B.”

The candidate has a right before his ad-
mission, to desire hisfriend, who proposed him,
to shew him the warrant or dispensation, by
w!nich the lodge is held; which, if genuine, he
will find to be an instrument either written o5
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printed on parchment, and subscribed by
some grand master or his deputy,- the grand
wardens and grand secretary, sealed with the -
grand lodge seal, constituting particular per-
sons therein named, as master and wardens,
with full power to congregate and hold a
lodge, at such a place as they may think prop-
er, and therein « make and admit free-masons
according to the ancient and honourable cus-
tom of the royal craft, in all nations and ages
throughout the world, with full power and
authority to nominate and choose their suc-
cessors, &c.”

The candidate may also request the perusal
of the by-laws, and a list of the members of
the lodge, by which he will be better enabled
to judge whether they are such persons as
he could wish to associate with, and whether
" he could cheerfully submit to its rules. In
this order, it ought to be observed, that there
is no compulsion. = Every one previous to
his receiving even the first degree, must de-
clare, that it is of his own free nill and accord.

Previously to his introduction, every can-
didate ought to subscribe a declaration to the
following purport:

« 1, A.B. do seriously declare, upon my
. honour, that unbiassed by friends, and unin-
fluenced by unworthy motives, I freely and
voluntarily offer myself asa candidate for the
mysteries of free-masonry ; that I am solely
prompted to this measure by a faveurable
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opinion, which 1 have.conceived of the insti-
tution, a desire for knowledge, and a sincere
. wish to be serviceable to my fellow creatures.
And I do further solemnly promise, that I
will cheerfully conform to the ancient estab-
lished usages and customs of the society. As
witness my hand this day of

in the year
(Signed) A.B.”
Witness, C. D. ’

In many lodges, however, questions are pro-
posed to the candidate, in an adjoining apart-
ment, previous to his initiation, which will
naturally lead him to express sentiments simi-
lar to those mentioned in the preceding de-
claration. ;

No farther observations on this part of the
'subject are necessary. The candidate for
admission, who will peruse them with atten-
tion, will obtain all that information, which
will be necessary for his guidance previous
to his being admitted into the arcana of free~
masonry.
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CHAPTER VIIL
On Secrecy.

Tuis, amongst free-masons, as has been al-
ready observed, is a prerequisite indispensibly
Necessary. Some of those, however, who are
opposed to the institution, assert that there
ought to be no secrets, and that if the institu-
tion were good, its principles ought not to be
concealed from the world. But its principles
are not coneealed. Benevolence, charity, hu-
manity, and all the other virtues are its pro-
fessed objects, and though there be many who
do not adhere to the rules, prescribed for the
conduct of the craft, and thereby disgrace the
order, it does not follow, that the rest of the
fraternity should be vilified on that account ;
we might as well stigmatize the twelve apostles,
because one of them proved a traitor, or the
divine religion of the blessed Jesus, because
many of its professors deviate from its holy
precepts.

God in the manifestation, which he hath
made of himself to mankind, hath distinguish-
ed himself as the most amiable of beings, and
that his essence is love. He hath declared,
that our best service consists in the exercise
of this affection towards him, and prefers a
voluntary service to the most costly oblation.
“ Perfect love (saith the apostle), casteth out
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fear ;” and the whole tenour of scripture re-
presents complacency and acquiescence in the
Divine attributes and conditions, as the high-
est perfection of rational beings ; so as the
poet well observes,

¢ He, who but wishes to subvert the laws
Of order, sins against the eternal cause.”

. And with us, let it be the subject of our un-

. remitting endeavours,to take off the guise from
impostors, who would pass themselves upon
us under the title of men of honour and hu-

- manity, and let the business of our future
lives-be to cultivate humanity and

¢ Grasp the whole world of reason, life and senge
~ In one close system of benevolence.”

SECRECY, however, we maintain to be a vir-
tue of primary importance, and believe, that
we establish the position from sacred as well
as profane history. In both, it will be found,
that a great number of virtuous attempts ne-
ver reached their designed ends, through de-
fect of concealment, and that infinite evils
have thereby ensued.

But before all other examples, let us con-
sider that. which surpasseth all the rest, being
derived from the great God himself, who es-.
pecially preserves his own secrets, so that he
never lets any man know what is to happen on
to-morrow ; nor could the wise men in ages
_ Past foretel what would befal us in the pre-
- sent day. 'The following passages from the

sacred scriptures abundantly shew, that there:



 NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR.  #1

is no evil in keeping secrets ; but that on the
contrary, secrecy is, in certain cases, a duty
incumbent on us. A4 tale bearer revealeth se-
crets ; but he that is of a faithful spirit, con-
cealeth the matter. Proverbs xi. 13. Debate
thy cause with thy neighbour himself, and discov-
. er nol a secret to another, least he that heareth
it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not
away. Proverbs xxv. 9. Surely the Lord
God will do nothing ; but he revealeth his se-
erets unto his servants the prophets. Amos iii.
7. But when thou doest alms, let not thy right
Rand know what thy left hand docth, that thine
alms may be in secret, and thy father which
seeth in secret may reward thee openly. Mat. iv.
3.and 4. To the same purport, many more
passages might be adduced; but it is pre-
sumed, that these will suffice. On the whole,
we may learn, that God himself is well pleas-
ed with secrecy, and although for the good
of his creatures, he has been pleased to reveal
some things; yet hiscounsels will, at all times, .
firmly stand; for he isthe same, yesterday, to
day, and forever.

{’Ve read that Cato often said to his friends,
that of three things he had great reason to re-
pent, if he ever neglected the true perfor-
mance of them. The first, if he divulged any
secret; the second, if he ventured on the
water when he might stay on dry land; and
the third, if he should let any day pass, in
which he did not perform some good action.
The two last are well worthy of observation,
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but the first, at present, more especially de-
mands our attention.

Alexander the Great, having received se-
veral letters of much importance from his
mother, after he had read them in the pre-
sence of his dear friend Ephestion alone,
drew forth his signet, and without speaking,
set it on Ephestion’s lips, thereby intimating,
. that he, in whose bosom a man deposits his
secrets, should have his lips so locked up,
-that he might never reveal them. -

Among other instances on record, which
point out the propriety of secrecy, it may
not be disagreeable to the reader, to peruse
the following story as related by Aulus Gel~
Hus, in his Attic nights.

The senators of ancient Rome bad estab-
lished it as a rule, thatthe son of each mem-
ber might be admitted to hear the debates;
a practice, which was found to be productive
of great utility, as youth were tbus initiated-
into the principles of government, enabled to
become good statesmen, and taught the truly
important duty of keeping secrets.

It happened upon one occasion, that this
venerable body" being engaged in the dis-
cussion of a subject of more than usual im-
portance, continued their sitting to a very
late hour. No decision, however, took place
on that night, and the body was adjourned
till the following day, with an express injunc-
tion of secrecy. Amongst the other young
Romans, who had attended at this interesting



NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR. 73

debate, was the son of Papirius, whose family
was one of the most illustrious in Rome.

The young man haying come home, his
mother with that curiosity, which is natural to
her sex, was anxious to ascertain the weighty
business,. which had kept the senate so many
hours longer in session than usual. He told
her in the most courteous manner, that it was
a matter, which it was not in his power to re-
veal, as he, in common with others, had been
laid under the most solemn injunction of se-
crecy.

His refusal made her more importunate,
and nothing short of the information, which
she required could satisfy her. By caresses
and liberal promises, she endeavoured to ex-
tort the secret; but her efforts were to no pur-
pose, nor was she more successful, when she
resorted to blows.

The young man finding a mother’s threats
to be very unpleasant, and her stripes still
more so, began to contrast the love, which he
owed to her, with the duty, which he owed to
his father and to his country. He placed her
and her insatiable curiosity inone scale, and his
own honour; and the solemn injunction to se-
crecy in the other, when he found her intrinsic
weight lighter than air; but in order to ap-

ase her, he invented the following ingenious

ction.

Dear mother, you may well blame the se~
nate for their long sitting, at least for calling
in question a case so important; for excegh

H
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the wives of senators be admitted to consult
thereon, there can be no hope of a conclusion.
I speak this, however, with diffidence, as I
have beeen taught that modesty should ever
be a distinguishing characteristic of a young
man. When, therefore, I am in the presence
of the senate, the high opinion, which I en-
tertain of their gravity and wisdom confound
me. To them, however, since you have
obliged me to tell, it seems necessary for the
encrease of population, and for the public
good, that every senator should be allowed
to have two wives, or that their wives should
bave two husbands. 1 shall hardly, under
one roof, call two men, by the name of father,
but had rather call two women by the name of
mother. This is the question, which has so
much engrossed the attention of the senate,
and {o-morrow it must be decided.

The mother took all this for absolute truth.
Her blood was speedily in a ferment, and she
flew inlo a rage. I need not observe, that
such sudden gusts of passion seldom admit of
reflection; but that on the contrary, they hurry
the faculties to greater rashness, by which we
are rendered incapable of extricating ourselves
from in:pending danger. So, without consult-
ing any one, she forthwith sent information to
the ladies of Rome, concerning this weighty
affair. The intelligence agitated the mind of
every female. A meeting was immediately
convoked, and though it has been said that an
assembly of women could not be governed by
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one speaker; yet this affair being so urgent,
the least delay so dangerous, and the result of
such infinite 1mportance, the revealing woman
was allowed to officiate for herself and associ-
ates.

On the ensuing morning, there was such a
confusion at the senate door, that all Rome
seemed to be in an uproar. It had been de-
termined by these good ladies, that their in-
tentions should not be revealed till they should,
be able to obtain an audience ; and it was here
proved to a demonstration, that women can keep-
a secret. 'They were admitted, and an oration
delivered by the lady of Papirius, in which she
requested, that women might have two hus-
bands, rather than men two wives, &c.

On hearing a speech so very uncommon,
the senators appeared taunder struck, but up-
on the solution of the riddle, the noble youth
was highly commended for his fidelity, and
the ladies deemed it expedient to rctire, not,
however, without considerable confusion.

Nor should we forgetthe story of the faithful
Anaxarchus, as related by Pliny, who being ta-
ken up in order that hissecrets might be extort-
ed from him, bit his tongue in the midst, be-
tween his teeth, and threw it in the tyrant’s
face.

The Athenians had a statue of brass, which
was an object of their adoration. The figure
was made without a tongue, as an emblem of
secrecy.

The Egyptians, likewise, worshipped Har-
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pocrates, whom they denominated the god of
silence ; for which reason he was always re-
presented as holding his finger on his mouth.
The Romans had a goddess of silence, nained
Angerona, which was pictured in the same
manner. Hence the latin sentence linguam
digito compesce, check your tongue by your
finger.

The disciples of Plancus are greatly com-
mended because no torment could induce them
to confess a secret, withahich their master had
intrustedthem. The servant of Cato the orator
was, likewise, tortured, with great cruelty,
because he would not divulge the secrets of
his master.

Quintus Curtius tells us, that among the
Persians, it was held as an inviolable law, te
punish, more severely than any other tresspas-
ser, him, who discovered any secret. In con-
firmation of this, he says, that king Darius
being vanquished by Alexander, had made
his escape so far as to hide himself where he
thought he might rest secure ; but that neither -
tortures, nor the most liberal promises, could
prevail upon the faithful brethren, who knew
of it, to divulge it to any one. He adds, that
no man ought to commit any matter of conse-
quence to him, who cannot truly keep a secret.

Lycurgus, amongst his other valuable laws,
cnacted, that every man should keep secret
whatsoever was said or done. - For this reason,
it was usual amongst the Lacedemonians,
when they met at any feast, for the 1nost an-
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cient in the company to shew every brother

the door, by which he entered, saying « take

heed, that not so much as one word pass out

Jrom hence, of whatsoever shall be here acted or
ken.”

The first thing, which Pythagoras inculcat-
ed upon his scholars was silence. He, there-
fore, for a certain time, prohibited them from
speaking, in order that they might the better
learn to preserve the valuable secrets, which
he had to communicate, and enjoined it as a
maxim that they should never speak, unless
when it was necessary, thereby expressing, as
his opinion, that secrecy was one of the most
essential virtues. Fools are known by their
much speaking ; and it would be desirable in
masonic lodges, as well as in other societies, if
some members did not expose their ignorance
by the multitude of words. 1t isan old adage -
that a wise man speaks little: but in public
bodies, it too often happens, that the most ig-
norant are the most loquacious.

When Aristotle was asked what thing was-
most difficult for him to perform, he answered,
to be secret and silent. T'o this purpose St.
Ambrose, one of the most eminent fathers of
the Christian church, recommends the practi--
cal gift-of silence as a primary virtue.

he wise king Solomon says in his Proverbs
that a king ought not to drink wine, because
drunkenness is an enemy to secrecy; and he
adds, that a man is not worthy to reign, who
cannot keep his own secrets..  He furthermore;
H 2
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sayeth, that he who discovers secrets is a trai-
tor, and that he who keeps his tongue, keeps
his soul.

The apostle James, in speaking on the same
subject, thus expresseth himself, “if any man
offend mot in word, the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body. Behold,
we put bits in the horses mouths, that they may
obey us, and we turn about their whole body.
Behold also the ships, which though they be so
great, and are driven of fierce winds ; yet are
they turned about with avery small helm, whith-
ersoever the: governor listeth. Even so the
tongue is a little member, and boasteth great

- things. Behold, how greal a matter, a kitle
Jire kandleth, and the longue is a fire, a world
of iniquity ; so is the tongue amongst our mem-
bers, thut it defileth the nhole body, and setteth
on fire the course of nature, and il is set on fire
of hell. For every kind of beasts, and of birds,
and of serpents, and of things in the sea is tamed
and hath been tamed of mankind; but the
tongue can no man tame. It is an unruly evil,
Sull of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God,
cven the father, and therewith curse we men,
which are made after the similitude of God.
Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and
cursing. My brethren these things ought not
so to be.” James iii. 2—10, verses.

The improper use of the tongue has, un-
questionably, occasioned more animosity a-
mongst mankind, than all their other malignant
passions. For masons,therefore, who, in a pe-

culiar manner; profess 1o be votaries of peace
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and good will amongst men, this assertion of
the apostle, that ¢ the tongue is an unruly
member,” ought ever to be kept in remem-
brance and the evil guarded against, as far as
may be practicable.

To the preceding, I shall add the words of
another wise man, as recorded in the book of
Ecclesiasticus, Chap. xxvii. from the 16th to
the 22nd versee < Whoso discovereth secrels,
loses his credit, and shall never find a friend to
his mind. Love thy friend, and be faithful un-
to him; but if thou bewrayest his secrets, follow
no more dafter him ; for as a man has destroyed
his «nemy, so hast thou lost the lové of thy neigh-
bour. As one that letteth a bird go out of his
tand, so hast thou let thy neighbour go, and
shalt not get him again. Follow after him no
more ; for heis too far off. Heis as a roe es-
caped out of the snare. As for a wound, it may
be bound up, and after reviling, there may be re-
concilement; but he that bewrayeth secrets is,
without hope.”

I could, if I deemed it expedient, meption
other proofs from sacred aswell as profane writ,
respecting the duty, the expediency, and the
propriety of secrecy ; but as I presume, that I
have already advanced enough upon this sub-
ject, | shall forbear. 1 shall, however, venture
this assertion, that the greafest honour, justice
truth, and fidelity, have been always found a-
mong those, who could keep their own se-
crets as well as those of others. Hence it
follows, that if secrecy and silence be duly
eonsidered, they will be found essential\y we-
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cessary to qualify a man for any business of
importance, and if this be granted, I feel con-
fident, it will not be disputed, that free-ma-
sons have been superior to all others in taci-
turnity. Bad members have been expelled ;
but they keep the secrets, with which they
have been entrusted. Neither the power of
gold, which has often betrayed kings and
princes, and sometimes overthrown states, em-
pires and kingdoms, nor the most cruel pun-
nishment, which the most malignant tyrants
could devise, ever extorted the secrets of free-
masonry, even from the weakest member of
the fraternity. :

From what has been said, I presume it will
not be disputed, that the happiness of man-
kind was the cause of so grand an institution
as that of free-masonry, no art, having, as yet,
been so extensively useful. It not only tends
to protect its members from external injury;
but to polish their morals, and to detain them
within the bounds of true religion and virtue;
for such are the doctrines inculcated by this
gublime art, that if those, who have the honour
of being members, would only live up to
them, every man of the least reflection, would
lead such a life as becomes a being possessed
of a precious -and immortal soul. And al-
though very few brethren may arrive at the
sublimity and beautiful contrivance of Hiram
Abiff, yet the very enemies of masonry must
own, that it is the most renowned society,



NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR. 81

that ever was, is now, or perhaps ever will be
in the world.

The following poetic description of the
royal art will shew its great use to mankind.

¢ Hail mighty art! Hail gracious gift of heaven!
To aid mankind by our Creator given.
*Twas you alone, which gave the ark its form,
And saved the faithful from th’ impending storm ;
When sinfal cowans grovelled in the tide,
The mason’s ark triumphantly did ride
O’er mighty waves, nor cared they where it steered,
Till floods abated and dry land appeared.
On Ararat, on ceasing of the storm,
There stood their ark. They opened lodge in form.
There the good mason of his own accord,
An altar built, toserve the heavenly Lord,
Returned thanks and offered sacrifice,
Which pleased God, and to himself he cries,
‘ For sake of man, Ill curse the ground no more,
or smite the living, asI’ve done before.
While earth remains, this blessing, I’Il bestow,
A proper time, when you your seed may sow ;
he harvest time to bless the labouring swain
With fruitful crops for all his care and pain.
‘Nighte, days, and seasons shall surround this ball,
Wor shall they cease until the end of all ;
<And to confirm my promise unto thee,
Amidst the clouds, my bow a witness be,
An heavenly arch, to shew God saved the lives
Of masons four, likewise their happy wives.”
Such are the blessings of each time and season,
Which God has promised to the master mason,
By which we see, that mighty things were done,
By this great art, since first the world begun.
What mortal living, whether far or near,
Around the globe, within the heavenly sphere,
Can name an art so much by God approved
As masonry in David, whom he loved ?
On mount Moriah, God appeared to man,
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And gave the prince the holy temple’s plan,

Which charge his son did afterwards fulfil,

By aid of Tyre and Hiram’s wonderous skill.

This is the art, which others doth excel,

And pleased the Lord of Hosts to come and dwell

Amongst the men, who did the temple frame,

To worship God and reverence his name.

By mason’s art, aspiring domes appear,

Where God is worshipped still in truth and fear.

g‘y masons’ art, the greedy miser’s breast,
hough iron bound much closer than his chest,

Compassion feels, and values not his store,

But freely gives what he would not before.

By mason’s art the busy tongue doth fall,

And silence reigns upon the master’s call.

By mason’s art, the wings of loose desire

Are clipt so short, that they can soar no higher.

The vicious mind, the ancient craft restrams

From bents immodest, lawless, and profane.

By mason’s art, the puny foppish ass

g «nkind’s disgrace and sport of every lass,) .
oon quits his folly, and when wiser grown,

Looks on himself as one before unknown.

By mason’s art, the proud ensigns of state,

Ambition’s nursery and her lofty seat,

Are deemed but useless, idle, foolish toys,

Free-masons seek for more substantial joys.

While here on earth they’re blest with an abode,

They must prepare for e’er to live with God.

They ought to live in harmony and love, '

And thus ascend to the grand lodge above.”
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CHAPTER VIIL
Of the conduct of Masons.
_ SECTION 1.—OF BEHAVIOUR IN THE LODGE.

IT need scarcely be observed, that a socie-
ey of men united, as a band of brothers, by
the strongest ties, ought to be kind and cour-
teous to each other in all places, where they
meet. This, however, ismore essentially re-
«quisite when they assemble in a lodge, in
“which brotherly love ought always, in a pecu-
Xiar manner, to prevail ; and where no disputes
about nations, families, religion, or politics,
an, on any account whatever, be introduced.

While the lodge is open for work, every
‘member should attend to the business under
consideration, and not interrupt any brother

while speaking. He must, likewise, hold no
" private conversation, nor be concerned with
any committee without permission from the
presiding officer. If he rightly understand
the rules of the craft, he will always treat the
master and wardens, with that respect which
is due to those, whom the fraternity have a
pointed to preside at their meetings, and will,
likewise pay due respect to all his fellows.
The Christian advice of St. Paul to the Thes-
salonians, will be founc}ypeculiar]y applicable
to free-masons.  “ We beseech youw, breth-
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ren,” sayshe, “to know them, which labour
among you and are over you in the Lord, and
admonish you, and to esteem them very high-
Iy in love, for their work’s sake, and be at peace
among yourselves.” 2. Thes. v. 12, 13,

Every brother, deemed guilty of a fault,
is bound to submit to the decision of the lodge ;
unless he appeal to the grand lodge. :

SECTION 2.—OF BEHAVIOUR AFTER THE LODGE
18 CLOSED.

After the business is finished, the brethren
may remain till a seasonable hour, to enjoy
themselves in innocent mirth, enlivened by
songs, anecdotes, &c. but no brother is to be
compelled, oreven importuned, to stay longer
than he thinks proper; for it ought to be re-
membered, that in the hours both of labour
and festivity, a mason should always be Frek.
On such occasions, no excess ought to take
place, and the conversation, though social and
easy, ought to be innocent; nor should a sin-
gle expression be uttered, which even bor-

ers on obscenity or immorality. 1In fine, it -
ought to be deeply imprinted on the mind of
every brother, that though after the adjourn-
ment of the lodge, masons are as other men;

et if they should be guilty of improper be-

aviour, the blame might be cast on the craft,
at large, by the ignorant and invidious part of
the community. .
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SECTION 3.—OF THE BEHAVIOUR OF MASONS IN
THEIR PRIVATE CHARACTERS.

‘When a number of masons happen to meet
together in any other place than in a lodge,
and no stranger being amongst them, it may
be well, if they would attend to the following-
friendly hints.

1. You are to salute each other in the
same courteous manner as you have been ac-
customed to do in the lodge, and are freely to
communicate hints of knowledge, but with-
out disclosing secrets, unless to those, of
whose honour and taciturnity, you have had
ample proof.

2. Before those who are not masons, you
should be cautiousin your words, carriage,
and behaviour, so that the most penetrating
stranger may not be able to discover any part
of our secrets. The ensnaring questions of
those, who are desirous of prying into the
mysteries of the craft, inust be answered with
yprudence, or the discourse wisely diverted to
some other purpose.

3. When at home, your conduct and de-

rtment should be unexceptionable, so that,
if possible, even the breath of calumny may
not be able to raise a whisper against you.
Masons should be good husbands, good pa-
" rents, good sons, and good neighbours; and
they should be correct and punctual in the
performance of all the private duties of life.
You should not stay too long from howe:-

I



86 NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR.

should carefully avoid all excess, and act in
such a manner, that men may see your good
works and glorify your father, which is in hea-
ven. Matthew v. 16.  And every good mason
should recollect that “the path of the just is as
the shining light, that shineth more and more
unlo the perfect day.” Prov. iv. 18..

4. If a stranger apply in the character of a
mason, you are to examine him with caution,
agreeably to the rules of the craft, so that
you may not he imposed on by a pretender;
but if you discover him to be a true and faith-
ful brother, it is your duty to treat him with
respect; and, if he be in want, tq relieve him
as far as may be in your power, without in-
juring yourself or family ; or to direct him to
some source from whence he may obtain re-
lief. You must likewise, give him employ-
ment, if he want it, and it be in your power,
and if not, you must, if possible, recommend
him to some one, from whom he can obtain it.

.. 5. You are expressly charged to avoid
slander and backbiting, and never to traduce
the character of a brother; but support it, as
far as may be in your power, consistent with
propriety. You are, asa mason, to avoid
malice and unjust resentment, “to put of anger,
wrath, blasphemy, and filthy communications.”
Colossians 1ii. 8. “ fo lay aside all guile and
hypocrisies and envies.”” 1Peter ii. 1. for “where
envying and strife is, there shall be contention
and every evil work.” Jamesiii. 16. To this
it may be added, that « wrath killeth the fool-
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ish man, and envy slaycth the silly one.” Job
v. 2. Of suchfolly and wickedness, it is there-
fore, to be wished, that free-masons, as they
value their own reputation and happiness,
and the prosperity of the ancient and honour-
able society, to which they belong, will never
be guilty.

6. You are placed like a city set on a hill.
The eyes of the world are upon you, and
strong prejudices are entertained against the
institution, which can only be obviated by
the correct deportment of its members.

7. If you suppose, that a brother bas done
you an injury, which you.cannot settle be-
tween yourselves, you ought,in the first place,
to ap‘ply to your own or his lodge for redress;
and if you be not satisfied with their decision,
application may be made to the grand lodge,
and no suit ought to be instituted, unless
such reference has been first made, and the
determination found to be such as to render a
compliance therewith impracticable. The
parties may then appeal to the laws of their
country ; but they are to avoid all rancour
and animosity, and neither say nor do any
thing, which may prevent the continuance or-
renewal of that brotherly love and friendship,
which are the glory and cement of this ancient.
fraternity. asons, however, in respect to
law suits, ought to observe the directions,
which the apostle Paul gives to Christians;.
<« Now, therefore,” says he, « there is utterly a-

JSault amongst you.; because ye go to law. one:
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with another. Why do ye not rather tuke
nwrong ! Why do ye not rather suffer yourselves
to be defrauded ?” 1 Corinthians vi. 7. He
had previously told them, that all differences
between brethren, should be referred to the
arbitration of some members of the church,
and expresses his most pointed disapprobation
of «brother going to law with brother.” Ma-
sons ought to be actuated by sentiments of
the same kind, and, in case of any unfortunate
difference, should act in the manner here re-
commended.

By conducting yourselves agreeably to the
preceding directions, you will evince to the
world, the benign influence of masonry, as all’
wise, true, and faithful brethren have done
from the creation of the world, when God said,
““Let there be light, and there was light;”
and as all who shall follow us, and would be
thought worthy of the name of masons will do,
till architecture shall be dissolved in the gen-
eral conflagration.

'These charges and such others as may be
given to you in a may, that cannot be wrilten,
you are conscientiously to observe; and be
assured, that the more closely you adhere to
them, the more happy will be your situation
_in this world, and the better your prospect of
entering tnto that temple not made with hands,
elernal in the heavens, whose builder and maker
is God.

Amen. So mote it be.
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CHAPTER IX.

Charges to new admitted brethren in the different:
degrees.

SECTION 1.—T0 AN ENTERED APPRENTICE.

Brotbel‘,

I congratulate you on your admission as a-
member, into this our ancient and honourable
fraternity ; ancient, as having subsisted frome
time immemorial ; and kosourable, as tendinirii
in every respect to render a man so, who will:
act in conformity with its precepts. No in--
stitution was ever raised on better principles, .
or on a more solid foundation; nor were ever -
more excellent rules and useful maxims laid:
down than those, which are inculcated on all:
persons initiated into our mysteries.

Monarchs, in all ages, have been patrons of
this art, and many of them have presided as
grand masters, deeming it no derogation from -
their dignities, to put themselves on a level:
with their brethren, to ¢éxtend their privilegess
and to patronize their assemblies.

On this side of the Atlantic, which may, in:
some respects, be called a new world, the tm--
mortal Washington, the illusirious Franklin,.
the brave general Warren, and many more of:"
our most celebrated revolutionary characters; .

. 12
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100 tedious to be mentioned, were of this insti-
tution most distinguished members ; and I have
the pleasure to add, that many of the most emi-
nent statesmen, who have been since called
to guide the destinies of this rising empire,
have not only been members of our society ;
but have delighted in exerting themselves to.
the utmost, to promote its honour and best in-
terests.

The world’s great architect is our supreme
master, and the unerring rule, which he has
given to every one, I mean the light of con-
science, is the rule, by which we ought invari-
ably to work.

here are three great duties, which masons

ought not only to perform themselves; but,
likewise, to inculcate, as far as possible, on
their friends and acquaintances, viz. their du-
ty to God, their neighbours, and themselves.

1. To God. In never mentioning his sa-
cred name, unless with that reverential awe,
which is due from a creature to his creator,
whom we ought to adore, as the source of all
happiness, not only in the present; but also, -
in -that future world, which is beyond death
and the grave ; whom we ought always to
have in view, as our chief good, and whose
blessing we ought to implore, on all our lau-
dable undertakings.

2. To your neighbours, you are to act up-
on the square, i. e. you are to follow the gold-
en rule of doing to others, as, in similar cir-
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cumstances you would wish that they should
do to you. '

3. As it respects yourself, you are to
avoid intemperance and excess of every kind,
whereby you may be rendered incapable of
following your work or prosecuting the du-
ties of your profession, or by which you may
be led into behaviour unbecoming of our or-
der. You are likewise to labour diligently
in your vocation ; for « ke, who doth not work,
should not eat,” and “ he, who s slothful in
work, is brother to him, who is a great waster.”

In the state you are to be a quiet and
peaceable citizen. You are never to counte-
nance treason or rebellion ; but to shew your-
self, on every occasion, disposed to act in con-
formity to the laws, constitution and govern-
ment of the country, in which you live, and
to induce others, as far as may be in your
power, to act in the same manner.

In your intercourse with the world, vou
are to be particularly careful, to act insuch a
manner, as that you may avoid censure or
reproach.

Let not interest, favour, or partiality, to any
individual bias your integrity, or influence-
you to be guilty of a dishonourable action, of
which you might afterwards have cause to
repent ; but let your whole conduct be such
as will ensure you the testimony of a good
conscience, towards Ged and towards man.

Be eminent for the practice of benevolence
and charity, which may with great propriety
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be considered as the distinguishing character-
istic of this venerable institution.

You are carefully to study the principles,
and endeavour to excel in all the virtues of '
the craft

A punctual attendance, at every meeting-
of the lodge is required. Your improvement.
and your apg}ness will, thereby, be greatly
promoted. et masonry must not interfere -
with your necessary employments ; for these -
are, on no account, to be neglected. At
your leisure, it is expected, that you will ap--
ply to such brethren as are skilled in the mys-
tic art, whom you will find to be fully as rea--
dy to give, as you to receive instruction.

Y ou are to endeavour to improve in useful”
knowledge: Here no reflection is intended:
upon you. But it may be safely asserted,
that the wisest of us have much to learn, and
that when a man thinks himself perfect in any
art, science; or profession, all hopes of his im--
provement may, in general, be considered as.
vain. But of you, my brother, we entertain.
the most sanguine expectations, and doubt not
that by your industry, perseverance, and good:
conduct, you will become an useful member-
of this lodge, and an honour to. the craft.

If, in the circle of your acquaintance, you:
should find one, who may be desirous of be-
ing received into our society, you are by no
means to recommend him, unless you be con-
vinced, that he will conform to our rules, so-
#hat the honour and reputation of our institu-
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tion may not be tarnished, and that the world,
at large, may be satislfied with respect to its
benign influence.
Finally, You are to keep sacred and invio-
lable the mysteries of the order, as these are
. to distinguish you from the rest of the com-
munity, and mark your consequence amongst
the fraternity.
Brother, we bid you a sincere welcome to
all the pleasures of this affectionate and happy
fraternity. .

SECTION 2,—A CHARGE TO A FELLOW CRAFT,

Brother,

As you are now advanced to the second
degree of masonry, viz. that of a fellow craft,
we congratulate you on your preferment.

Your past good behaviour and regular de-
portment, have merited the additional honours
which we have now conferred upon you;
and, in this new character, it is not only ex-
pected that you will conform to ihe principles
of masonry, but that you will steadily perse-
vere in the practice of every virtue.

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable
branch of education, which tends so effec-
tually to polish and -adorn the mind, is ear-
nestly recommended to your consideration,
especially the science of geometry, which is
justly deemed the basis of ourart. Geometr
or masomy, originally synonymous terms, is
of a divine and moral- nature, and enriched
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with the most useful knowledge ; for, while
it proves the wonderful properties of nature,
it demonstrates the more important doetrines
of morality.

As the solemmity of our ceremonies re-
quires a corresponding solemnity on your
part, you are to be particularly attentive to
your behaviour in all our meetings, to pre-
serve the ancienf usages and customs of the
fraternity sacred and inviolable, and to in-
duce others, by your example, to hold them
in due veneration.

You are to support and maintain our laws
and regulations, and be ever ready to assist
in seeing them duly executed. You are
neither to palliate nor aggravate the offences
of your brethren, but are to judge with can-
dour, admonish with friendship, and reprehend
with justice.

As a craftsman in our private assemblies,

ou may offer your sentiments on such sub-
jects as may be agreeable to the tenets of
masonry. By the exertion of this privilege,
you may improve your rational and intelle¢-
tual powers, qualify yourself to become an
useful member of society, and as every bro--
ther should do, endeavour to excel in every.
thing which is good and honourable.
ou are duly to honour, and practically to
obey, all signs and summonses, inasmuch as
they consist with our professed principles..
You are to supply the wants, and relieve the
necessities of your brethren and fellows, te.
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the utmost of your power, without injuring
yourself and family ; and you are, on no ac-
count whatever, to wrong them or see them
wronged, but you are to apprize them of ap-
proaching danger, and consider their interest
as inseparable from your own.*

Such is the nature of your engagerhents as
a fellow craft, and to these duties you are
now bound by the most sacred ties.

SECTION 3.—A CHARGE AT THE INITIATION OF
A MASTER FREE-MASON.

Brother,

Y our zeal for instruction, the progress you
have made in the mysteries of masonry, and
your steadfast conformity to our useful regu-
Iations, have pointed you out as a proper ob-
ject for that peculiar mark of our esteem and
favour.

Duty, honour and gratitude, will now bind
you to be faithful to your trust, and to sup-
port the dignity of your character on all oc-
casions. Exemplary conduct on your part,
will convince the world, that merit is the only
title to our privileges, and that on you, our
favours have been deservedly bestowed.

To preserve unsullied the reputation of the
fraternity, ought to be your constant study ;
and, for this purpose, it is incumbent on you

* This paragraph is to be omitted, if previously used in
the course of the ceremony.
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to give the necessary instruction to unexpe-.
rienced brethren, respecting the manner in
which they ought to conduct themselves. To
their superiors, you are to recommend them
to be obedient, to their equals to be courteous
and affable, and to their mferiors to be kind
and condescending. You are zealously to
inculcate universal benevolence, and by the
regularity of your own conduct, to afford the
best example for the conduct of others.. You
are carefully to preserve our ancient land
marks, and shall, on no account whatever, suf-
fer the least deviation whatever from our es-
tablished usages and customs. Masonry, as it
now stands, and has stood from time immemo-
rial, has been found to be a most excellent
institution, and stands in no need of improve-
ment. Any aitempt, therefore, to introduce
the least innovation will be reprobated, not
by one, but by the whole of the fraternity.

Your honour and reputation are concerned
in supporting, with dignity, the character
which you now bear. Be true and faithful,
and imitate the example of that great man so
celebrated in masonry, whom you have this
evening represented. Thus, you will render
yourself worthy of the honour which we
have conferred, and worthy of that confidence
which we are persuaded we have very pro-
perly reposed in you.
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GﬁCTION 4.—AN ADDITIONAL ADDRESS, WHICH
MAY BE DELIVERED AT THE INITIATION OF A
CLERGYMAN,

You, reverend brother, are a preacher of
that religion, which inculcates benevolence
and unbounded charity. You will, there-
fore, be fond of the order, and zealous for the
interest of free-masonry, which, in the strong-
est manner, recommends the same charity, and
like that religion, which you so worthily en-
deavour to prevail upon your hearers to
adopt, encourages every moral and social vir-
tue. It also recommends, by arguments the
most cogent, peace and good will amon
men; so that he, who is warmed by the spint
of Christianity, cannot, when he is acquainted
with its doctrines, be-a foe to FREE-MASONRY.

Here virtue, the grand object in view,
shines refulgent on the mind, enlivens the
heart, and warms us with sympathy and affec-
tion to all mankind, particularly to our
brethren of the same society.

Though every man, who carefully listens to
the dictates of reason, may arrive at a clear
perception of the beauty and necessity of
virtue, both public and private; yet it must

pear to you as a full recommendation of
this institution, that its members have these

ursuits constantly in view, as the main ob-
Jects of their association. And these, my
reverend brother, are the laudable Wonde,
S



98 NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR,

which from time iimmemorial, unite us in one
indissoluble fraternity.

SECTION 5.—AN ADDITIONAL ADDRESS, WHICH
MAY BE USED AT THE INITIATION OF A FO-
REIGNER.

You, brother, the native and subject of
another nation, by entering into our order,
have connected yourself by sacred and affec-
tionate ties, with many thousands of masons
in this and other countries. Ever recollect,
that the order, into which you have just en-
tered, bids you always to look upon the world
as one great republic, of which every nation is
a family, and every particular person a child.
‘When, therefore, you return to your own
country, take care that your friendship be
not confined to the narrow circle of nationsl
connections or particular religions, but let it
be universal, and extend to every branch of
the human race. At the same time, you are
to remember, that besides the common ties of
humanity, you have now entered into obliga-
tions, which engage you to kind and friendly
actions to your brother masons, of whatever
station, religion, or country they may be.

SECTION VI.—AN ADDRESS, WHIGH MAY BE USED
AT THE INITIATION OF A SOLDIER.

Our institution breathes a general spirit of
philanthrophy, and its benefits, considered in
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a social point of view, are very extensive.
It unites all mankind. In every nation it
opens an asylum to virtue in distress, and
grants hespitality to the necessitous and un-
fortunate. The sublime principles of uni:
versal goodness and love to all mankind,
which constitute its basis, cannot be lost in
‘national distinctions, prejudices, or animosi-
ties. It has abated the rage of contest, and
substituted the milder emotions of humanity.

Should your country demand your servi-
ces in foreign wars, and captivity should be
your portion. it is probable that you will find
affectionate brethren, where otliers would only
find enemies.

.In whatever nation you travel, when you
meet a mason, you will find a brother and a
friend, who will do all in his power to serve
you, and who will cheerfully relieve you to
the utmost of his abilities, if you should be
involved in poverty or distress. :

‘Other charges suitable to extraordina
occasions might be introduced. The juds-
cious master, however, will find no difficult
in annexing to the usual charges, such addi-
tions as, in his opinion, the nature of the case
may require.

1509G3™
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CHAPTER X.
Of Masonic Virtues.
SECTION 1.—0OF BROTHERLY LOVE.

By the exercise of this virtue, we are
taught to regard the whole human species as
one family, whether high or low, rich or poor,
who, as children of the same parent, are to
aid, support, and protect each other.

Relief is the next tenet of the profession,
which, indeed, may be considered as a most
important part of what we have denominated
brotherly love. 'To relieve the distressed, is a
duty incumbent on all men, but particularly
on masons, who are linked together by ties,
which may be considered as indissoluble.
To soothe calamity, alleviate misfortune,
sympathise with the miserable, and, as. far as
may be practicable, to restore peace to the
troubled mind, ought ever to be objects of
primary importance.

S8ECTION 2.—OF TRUTH.

We are taught, in the sacred scriptures, that
truth is a peculiar attribute of the deity, that
those, “who worship him, must worship him s
spirit and in truth > John iv. 24. and that < eve-
ry one should tell truth to his neighbour.” 'To
he good and true is one of the first lessons
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which we are taught in masonry. This, there-
fore, is a theme, which we ought to contem-
plate, and, by its dictates, endeavour to regu~
late our conduct ; for we are told,- that God
;‘ desireth truth in the inward parts.” Psalm
i 6. -

The arts of deceit and cunning continually
grow weaker and less effectual to those, who
practise them, while, on the other hand, in-
tegrity gains strength -by use, and the more
and the longer any man accustoms himself to
it, the greater service it will do bim; as it will
establish his reputation, and thus encourage
others to repose in him the greatest trust and
confidence, which may be certainly consider-
ed as being of unspeakable advantage in the
common a%'airs of life.

Truth is, always, consistent with itself, and
needs nothing to help itout. It is mear at
band ; it sits upon our lips, and is ready to
drop out before we are aware; but a lie is
troublesome and sets a man’s invention cor
stantly on the rack to preserve even a tolera-
ble appearance of consistency. A lie is like
a huilding upon a false foundation, which con-
tinually stands in need of props to preserve
it, and proves, at last, more chargeable than
the erection of a substantial building would
have been, on a true and solid foundation.
Trutb is firm. It is irresistible, and those who
practise it, in all their transactions, can never
be put to shame. <« The wicked flee, wiien no
man pursueth ; but the righteows are bold as &

X 2
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lion.” Let us, therefore, not only in regard
to truth but, likewise, every other moral du-
ty, always maintain the testimony of a good
conscience, and we have nought to fear..

Influenced by these principles, i our inter~
eourse with each other, and with the world at
large, hypeocrisy and deceit should be un-
known among us; and the heart and tongue
should unite in promoting our mutual welfare,.
and in rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.

Truth has ever been a distinguishing prere-
quisite among free-masons ; and he who devi-
ates from it, in a single instance, is acting in
direct opposition to one of the first precepts
of the order. : :

¢ The man, whose mind on virtue bent,
Pursues some greatly good intent,
With undiverted aim,
Serene, beholds the angry crowd,
Nor can their clamours, fierce and loud,
His stubborn honour tame.”
Bracxroty,

SECTION 3.—OF TEMPERAKCE.

Temperance may be defined to be the rés-
traint of passion. That it is a quality es-
sential to happiness, reason and observation
bear ample testimony. So highly, indeed,
has it always been esteemed, that it ranks as
a virtue in every system of morality ; for as
uncontrouled passions lead us to wickedness
and turbulence, so temperance leads us to vir-
tue and tranquillity. Elven in worldly affairs,
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it is found to be a guide to health, wealth, and
prosperity ; for it forbids us to indulge in en-
ervating luxuries, and inculcates econoiny in
all the cencerns of life.

_Its best recommendation is to be found ia
its effects; and no one, who is convinced, that
temperance leads to bliss, can hesitate in ad-
hering to it through life. It is essentially ne-
cessary that this virtue should be observed by
all, who wish to live with comfort ; but, for
reasons, which will naturally occur to eve
free-mason, it is peculiarly proper, that it
should be observed by them.

The dire effects of intemperance are thus
most pathetically discribed by an ingenious
poet ; if I remember right, the late Rt. Reyv.
Dr. Porteous, bishop of. London.

War its thausands slays ;

Peace its ten thousands. In th’ embattled plain,
Though death exults and claps his raven wings,

Yet reigns he not ev’n there so absolate,

So merciless, as in yon frantic scenes

Of midnight revel, and tumultueus mirth ;

Where in th’ intoxicating draught, concealed,

Or couched beneath the glance of lawless love ;

He snares the simple youth, who nought suspecting;.
Means to be blest—but finds himself undone.

Down the smooth stream of life the strippling darts,
Gay as the morn ; bright glows the vernal sky ;
Hope swells his sails, and passion steers his course ;-
Safe glides his little bark along the shore,

Where virtue takes he: stand ; but if too far

He launches forth beyond discretion’s mark,

Sudden the tempest scowls, the surges roar,

Blot his fair day. and plunge him in the deep.

Q sad, but sure mischauce !
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SECTION 4.—OF FORTITUDR.

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose
of the mind, which enables us to resist temp-
tation, and encounter danger with spirit and
resolution. ‘Thig virtue is equally distant
from rashness and cowardice ; and he, who is
possessed of it, is seldom shaken and never
overthrown by the storms,which surround him.
A man of an upright spirit disdains the mal-
ice of fortune. - He doth not suffer his happis
ness to depend on her smiles ; and, therefore,
with her frowns he shall not be dismayed. As
a rock on the sea shore, he standeth firm, and
the dashing of the waves disturbeth biin net.
He raiseth his head like a tower on a hill,
and the arrows of misfortune drop at his feet.
In the instant of danger, the courage of his
heart sustains him, and the steadiness of his
mind beareth him out.

SECTION 5.—OF PRUDENCE.

Prudence teacheth us to regulate our lives
and actions agreeably to the dictates of reason,
and to determine rightly on the mode of con-
duct, which we ought to pursue in respect to
our present as well as our future happiness.
This is a virtue, which ougbt to be the pecu-
liar characteristic of every mason ; but, on
this subject it cannot be necessary to enlarge:
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Without suspicion of being betrayed in our
words, or ensnared in the openness of our
dealings, our mirth in the lodge is undis-
guised. It is governed by PRUDENCE, temr

red with Love, and clothed in cHaRITY,

hus it standeth void of offence. No mali-
cious mind warps innocent expressions to
wicked constructions, or interprets unmean~
ing jests into sarcasms or satires ; butas every
sentiment flows full of benevolence, so every
ear in the lodge is attuned to the strain, in
harmonious concord, and tastes the pleasures
of festivily so pure, that they bear our re-
flections in the morning without remorse.

Peace, regularity, and decorum, are in the
lodge, indispensable duties, nor are they the
offspring of control or of authority, but a
voluntary service, which every man brings to
the lodge. -

There are seasons, indeed, in which autho-
rity may be exercised with propriety. Man
is frail, and the most prudent may sometimes
deviate from the rules of strict propriety.
It was a maxim of the ancient philosophers,
that « to err was human, to forgive divine.”
In the lodge, therefore, there should be a con-
stant governor, who should restrain those
improprieties, which may creep in amongst
us; but all this must be done with pRre-
BENCE.
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SECTION '7.—OF JUSTICE.

Justice consists in an exact and scrupulous
regard to the rights of others, with a delibe-
rate purpose to preserve them, upon all occa-
sions, sacred and inviolable; and from this fair
and equitable temper, performing every neces-
sary act of justice, which relates to their per-
sons and properties, being just to their merits
and just to their very infirmities, by making
all the allowance in their favour, which their
circumstances require, and a good-natured and
equitable construction of particular cases will
admit of, being true to our friendships, to our

romises and contracts, just in our traffic, just
in our demands, and just, by observing a dae
moderation, even in our resentiments. '

We should do justice, deal fairly, bear
good will, practice beneficence, succour the
afflicted, and relieve the necessitous, esteem
the worthy, reverence God and our parents,
and obey the constituted authorities. .

Justice is the fuundation of an everlasting
fame, and there can be nothing commendable
without it. _

Be ever steady to your word, yet be not
ashamed to confess your errors, nor slow to
.indemnify those, who may have suffered by
Your mistake. - :

Philip, king of Macedon, in a fit of intoxi-
cation, happened to determine a cause un-

Justly, to the prejudice of a poor widow.
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She had no sooner beard his decree, than she
cried out, « I appeal to Philip when sober.”
The king struck with the singularity of what
she had said, recovered his senses, gave a
new hearing to the cause, and finding that
he had been mistaken, ordered her to be paid
out of his own purse, double the sum, which
she was to have lost. This is an example
worthy of imitation.

Justice is a glorious and communicative
virtue, ordained for the common good of
mankind, without any regard to itself. This
keeps men from tormenting one another, and
it is this, which preserves tranquillity in the
world. It is the bond of Lumnan society, a
kind of tacit agreement and expression of
nature, without which there is not any thing,
which we do, that can deserve commendation.
The just man wrongs nobody, but contents him-~
self with kis own, does good to all, and speaks
well of all, gives every muan his due, and is not
any man’s hindrance. He is just for justice
sake, and asks no other reward, than that
which he receives in the comfort of being
Jjust.

If Justice now requires, :
With vice it should go ill, with virtue well,
Yet so it fares with neither in this life ;

It then remains, that in some other life,

Will this distinction certainly be made,

And then the scene, which with regard to man
Now rude appears, nor worthy of a Gop
All-wise and gracious, shall itself disclose ;
And every thing be seen, the cloud removed,
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In its true coleur and its proper place.

If this you doubt, say by what rale you prove
That there’s a Gop atall, who governs things
With perfect harmony and nicest skill !

What, does he every thing besides direct
With just propriety, and only fail

In this, the chiefest part ? Not 8o ; a time
Will come, (engnire not how,) this is enough,
*Tis plain ; a time there will be after death,
When Gob as fit, the just from the unjust,
The guiltless from the guilty shall select,

And give to every man his due reward.

SECTION 5.—OF CHARITY.

Caarrry! O how lovely is the theme! It is
the brightest gem, which can adorn the profes-
sion of a free-mason. It is the best test and
the surest proof of our being possessed of
that religion, which cometh from above..
Charity 1s the chief characteristic of a vir-
tuous and liberal mind. It combines most
good qualities, which canadorn the heart, and
excludes the vices and feelings, which are in
separable from an unkind disposition.

he relief of want and wretchedness, al-
though in itself meritorious, forms only a
small part of this excellent attribute. Neither
envy, pride, anger, or falsehood, can exist in
the  same breast with charity ; but forbear
ance, humility, and truth, are its necessary
constituents. Every character, which is ad-
mired for the practice of those virtues,
makes individuals amiable, and teacheth the
value and excellence of this transcendent
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quality. The good Samaritan is the subject of
universal praise, and the benevolence which
he displayed towards the victim of cruelty,
is enhanced by the unfeeling indifference of
the Priest and Levite. Luke x. 29. But the
forgiving temper, the generous affection, the
rigid fidelity, and patient sufferings of Joseph,
exhibit charity in the extensive and affecting
views, which every good man is anxious to
attain. :

Blessed and happy is he, who is successful
in the amiable ambition of inheriting that
quality, which, to use the beautiful language
of Prior,

¢ Opens in each heart a little heaven.”

He is like the meandering stream, tranquil in
tself, and diffusing health and fertility whith-
arsoever it ﬂoweﬁl. Benevolence, attended
»y heaven-born charity, is an bonour to all,
vho are possessed of it. The charitable man
:nvieth not his neighbour, nor does he listen
vith patience to a tale, which has been re-
»eated to his injury. Revenge or malice
1ath no place in his breast. He forgiveth the
njuries of men, and endeavoureth to blot
hem from hisrecollection. Let us, therefore,
emember that we are Christians and masons,
nd as such, let us ever be ready to listen to
im, who craveth our assistance, and exiend
eadily, a liberal hand to him, who is in want.
“hus shall an heartfelt satisfaction reward ouv
L
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labour, and the blessing of the Most High will
await us. « Above all things havefervent charily
amongst yourselves ; for charity shall cover the
multitude of sins.”’ 1 Peter iv. 8.
Charity is, sometimes, taken only for
iving alms ; and sometimes for having a
favourable opinion of our neighbours ; but
the proper interpretation of the word is Love,
and St. Paul has fixed its meaning, and clear-
ly shewn its effects in his first epistle to the
gorinthians, chap. xiii. of which chapter my
readers will be pleased with the following
‘beautiful paraphrase.

¢t Did sweeter sounds adorn my flowing tongue,
Than ever man pronounced, or angels sung ;
Had I all knowledge, human and divine,

Which thought can reach, or science can define ;
And had I power to give that knowledge birth,
In all the speeches of the babbling earth ;

Did SaapRracH’s zeal my glowing breast inspire,
To weary tortures, and rejoice in fire ;

Or had I faith like that, which IsrakL saw,
When Mosks gave them miracles and law ;

Yet gracious CrarITY, indulgent guest,

Were not thy power exerted in my breast,
Those speeches would send up unheeded prayer,
That scorn of life would be but wild despair.

A cymbal’s sound were better than my voice ;
My faith were form, my eloquence were noise.
CuariTy, decent, modest, easy, kind,

Softens the high, and rears the abject mind ;
Knows with just reins and gentle hand to guide,
Betwixt vile shame and arbitrary pride.

Not soon provoked, she easilylz»rgives,

Soft peace she brings, wherever she arrives ;
She builds our quiet, as she forms our lives 3

Ar~——
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Lays the rough paths of peevish nature even,

And opens in each heart a little Heaven.

Each other gift, which God on man bestows,

Its proper bounds, and due reflection knows ;

To one fixed purpose dedicates its power,

And finishing its act, exists no more.

Thus in obedience to what Heaven decrees,
Knowledge shall fail, and prophecy shall cease.
But lasting CuariTY’s more ample sway.

Nor bound by time, nor subject to decay ;

In bappy triumph shall for ever live,

And endless good diffuse, and endless praise receive.
As thro’ the artist’s intervening glass '
Qur eye observes the distaut planets pass,

A little we discover, but allow,
That more remains unseen than art can shew ;
So whilst our mind to knowledge would improve,
(Its feeble eye intent on things above)
High as we may, we lift our reason up,
By Faits directed and confirmed by Herg,
Yet we are able only to survey

Dawnings of beams and promises of day.
Heaven’s fuller effluence mocks our dazzled sight ;
‘Too great its swiftness, and too strong its light.
‘But soon the mediate clouds shall be dispelled ;
The sun shall soon be face to face beheld,

In all his robes, with all his glory on,

Seated sublime on his meridian throne.

Then constant Faitu and holy Hore shall die,
One lost in certainty, and one in joy ;

Whilst thou more happy power, fair CrarrTy,
Triumphant sister, greatest of the three,

Thy office and thy nature still the same,

Lasting thy lamp, and unconsumed thy flame,
Shalt still survive
Shalt stand before the host of Heavex confest,
For ever blessing and for ever blest.”

I shall conclude this section by a few ob-
servations, which ought deeply to be impress-
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ed on the mind of every free-mason. « The
objects of true cHARITY,” says Mr. Hutchin-
son, in his SpikiT oF MAasoNRY, ¢ are MERIT
and VIRTUE in distress ;—persons, who are in-
capable of extricating themselves from misfor-
tunes, which have overtaken them in old age ;
industrious men from inevitable accidents
hurled into ruin; widows left survivors of
their hushands, by whose labours they sub-
sisted; and orphaus in tender years left help-
less and exposed to the world.” ,

These are the true objects of charity, and a
genuine mason will always endeavour to ob-
viate the difficulties of such persons, without
putting them to the paiaful mortification of
soliciting aid.
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CHAPTER XIL
Masonic Precepls.
(Extracted from the German.*)

: L
Aporethe Most High, by whose orderevery
thing which exists had its origin, and by whose
unremitting operations, every thing is preserv-

ed.

"Be thankful that thou wert born in a coun-
try, which is blessed with the glorious light of
the gospel. . Confess this divine religion every
where, and let none of its duties be neglected.

Let all thy actions be distinguished by en-
lightened piety withoillt bigotry or fanaticism:

Always remember that man is the master
piece of the creation; because God created
him after his own image, and animated him
with his breath. Genelsllf i. 27, and ii. 7.

Thou owest thy first homage to the Deity,
and the second to the authority of civil so-

ciety.

* These precepts a red at le in the Free-Ma-
son’s Magazup;c forPNovgmr and De:gg:her, 1794. The
whole would be too tedious in a work of this kind. Itis
believed, however, that the following abridgement will be
satisfactory to masonic readers, and may prove useful te
them as well as others. ’

L2
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Honour the fathers of the state ; love thy
country ; be religiously scrupulous in fulfil
ling all the duties of a good citizen ; consider
that they are become peculiarly sacred by
thy voluntary masonic vow; and that the
violation of them, which, in one, not under
such obligations, would be weakness, would
in thee be hypocrisy and criminality.

Love affectionately all those who, as off-

rings of the same progenitor, have like thee

e same form, the same wants, and an inmor-
tal soul.

The mother country of a mason is the
world; all that concerns mankind is contained
within the circle of his compass

Honour the order of Kree-masons, and
come to our lodges to do homage to the sacred
rights of humanity.

4

God suffers men to partake of unlimited and
eternal happiness. '

Strive to resemble this divine original, by -
making all mankind as happy as thou canst ;
nothing good can be imagined, which ought
not to be an object of thy activity. .

Let effectual and universal benevolence be
the plumb line of thy actions.

Anticipate the cries of the miserable, or, at
least, do not remain insensible to them.

Detest avarice and ostentation. Do not
ook for the reward of virtue in the plaudits
of the multitude, but in the innermost recesses
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of thy own heart ; and if thou canst not make
as many happy, as thou desirest, reflect on the
sacred tie of benevolence, which unites us, and
exert thyself to the utmost in promoting our
labour of love. -

Be affable and kind to all, and endeavour
to kindle virtue in every heart.

Rejoice at thy neighbours prosperity, and
never embitter it with envy.

Forgive thy enemy, and if thou wouldst re-
venge thyself on him—do it by benevolence.
If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat ;
and if he be thirsty give him waler to drink.
For thou shall heap coals of fire upon his head,
and the Lord shall reward thee. l?roverbs XXV,
21 and 22.

By acting in this manner thou wilt fulfil one
of the most exalted commands of religion, and
act agreeably to the c‘lliig}xity of thy nature.

Often unveil and examine thy heart, so that
thou mayest discover its most secret disposi
tions ; for the knowledge of one’s self is the
sum of all Masonic precepts.

Thy soul is the rough ashlar, which thou
must labour to polish. Thou canst not do
homage more worthy of the Supreme Being,
than when thou offerest up to him, regular de-
sires and inclinations, and restrainest thy pas-
-gions.

Beware of the dismal consequences of
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pride. It was this, which first caused the first
degradation of man. :

‘o compare thyself with those, who are
possessed of inferior faculties would be a
dangerous flattery of thyself: rather let a vir-
tuous emulation animate thee, when thou per-
ceivest superior talents. Let thy tongue be a
faithful interpreter of thy heart. A mason,
who abandons candour, and hides himself be-
hind the mask of dissimulation and deceit, is
unworthy to sit amongst us ; as he would sow
upon our peaceful soil the seed of distrust
and dissimulation,and soon become the scourge
of our societies.

Study eagerly the meaning of our emblems;
for under their veil, very important and satig-
factory truths are concealed.

"Remember, that of all the sciences, on
whose extensive field the industry of men
ather useful illustrations, none will afford thy
eart heavenly satisfaction except that, which
instructeth thee in thy relation to God and the

Creation.
VIIL

Every free-mason, without any considera-
tion to what religious denomination he be-
longs, where he is born, or what rank he holds,
is thy brother, and bas a claim upon thee for
assistance, when be stands in need of it..

Equality was the first lot of nature ; but
was soon swerved from. The mason restores
the original rights of mankind ; he never sa-

crifices to vulgar prejudices. The sacred
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plumb line amongst us puts all ranks on a level.
It is, nevertheless, our duty to respect the dis-
tinctions of rank in life, which society has ei-
ther introduced or permitted.

Beware of introducing amongst us impro-
})er distinctions, by which equality would suf-
er ; and be not ashamed before the world of
a poor, but honest man, whom thou hast ac-
knowledged a short time hefore as a brother.
Is he in danger, basten to his assistance. Is
he distressed, open thy purse to bim and, re-
joice in having found an opportuuiiv of mak-
ing so benign an use of thy money. ls he
blinded by error, endeavour by friendly re-
presentations to reclaim him. .

Hast thou animosity against thy brother,
hasten to a reconciliation. Call in an unpreju-
diced mediator, and invite him to brotherly
mediation; but never step over our threshhold,
unless thy heart be clear from hatred and
malice. TIn vain wouldst thou attempt to sup-’
plicate the presence of the Eternal in our
lodges, if they were not ornamented by the
virtues of our brethren, and consecrated by
their unanimity.

IX.

Fulfil, with religious strictness, all these
moral duties, which the order prescribes.
Follow its wise precepts, and honour those,
who by the confidence of the brethren, have
beenh made the guardians of the laws and the
interpreters of the universal union.

Thy will must be subordinate, in the Ot~
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der, to the will of the law and of thy supé-
riors ; for thou wouldst not be a true brother,
if thou wouldst resist this subordination, so
very requisite, in every respectable society.

In particular we have a law, the inviolable
eompliance with which thou hast promised
before the face of heaven. It is the strictest
silence concerning our rites, ceremonies,
signs, and the form of our alliance. Do not
imagine that this obligation is less sacred
than that, which thou takest before the civil
magistrate. Indeed, from many circum-
stances, which must naturally occur to thy
mind, nothing can be more binding.

Thou wert free, when it was administered
to thee ; but it is not now at thy option to
violate it: the Eternal, whom thou hast in-
voked to witness it, hath ratified it.

Conclusion.

Should these precepts, which the order
communicates to thee, with a view to make
the path to truth and happiness smooth, im-
print themselves deep into thy heart, open to
the impressions of virtue ; shouldst thou niake
those excellent precepts thy own, which dis-
tinguish each step of thy masonic career, and
render them the plumb line of all thy actions,
how great would be our joy ! Then wouldst
thou answer thy exalted destination ; thou
wouldst remember that resemblance to God,
which was the share of men in his state of in-
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nocence, which is the object of religion, and
the principal end of masonic initiation : thou
wouldst once more be the favourite of heav-
en ; the abundance of its blessings would be
poured over thee, and acquiring the title of a
wise, free and happy man, thou wouldst run
thy terrestrial career, as the BENEFACTOR of
manfkind, and the PATTERN of thy brethren.

——

CHAPTER XIL
Of God and Religion.

IT is incumbent on every one, who from
the love of knowledge or curiosity is desirous
of becoming a free-mason, to know, that as-
his foundation or great corner-stone, he is to
believe in the great first cause, and to pay
that worship and adoration, which is due to
him as THE SUPREME ARCHITECT AND GOVER-
NOR OF THE UNIVERSE. A mason ought also,
as a true Noachida,* to pay strict attention to
the moral law; and if he understand the
rules of the craft, it will be impossible for
him to be an atheist, an irreligious libertine, or
to actin opposition to that inward light, which
his merciful Creator has been pleased to give
him, I mean his conscience.

* A son of Noah ; the first name for a free-masau.
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He ought, likewise, to shun the dreadful
errors of bigotry and superstition ; errors,
which at different periods, have occasioned
the most serious calamities to the human spe-
cies, and should make a due use of his own
reason, according to that « liberty, wherewith
a mason is made free,” for though in ancient
times, masons were charged to comply with
the established religion of the country, in
which they sojourned, it has, for many years
been deemed adviseable, to give the brethren
" no other injunction on this subject, than that
they should be good men and true; that in
their deportment they should be actuated by
the principles of honour and integrity, and
adhere to those essential points of religion,
in which all good men are agreed, leavin,
every brother to his own judgment, in reg
to particular forms. ‘

The lodge consists of men of the most op-
posite religious persuasions, who, if they were
suffered to discuss their different opinions, in-
stead of barmony and brotherly love, discord
and hatred would prevail. Wisely, therefore,
was it calculated to conciliate true friendship
amongst persons of all religions, by adopti
the broad and natural principle of viewing al
men as brethren, created by one Almighty
parent, and placed in this sublunary worlf for
the mutual aid and protection of each other.

The solemnity of our rites, however, which
as they embrace all that part of religion, from
which morality is derived, necessarily calls
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our attention to the Great Architect of the
Universe, the Creator of us all, In contem-
plation of his wisdom, goodness and power,
the Mahometan under one name, the Jew and
Christian under another, can join in adoration,
all agreeing in the grand essential and univer-
sal principle of religion, the recognition and
worship of a Deity, in whose hands are the
issues of life and death, though differing in
some minute points peculiar to each. Shall,
then, this temporary and happy accommoda-
tion of sentiment to good purposes, stamp us
as Deists? God forbid! When the lodge is
closed, each departs untainted by the other,
the Jew to his synagogue, the Mahometan to
his mosque, and the Christian to his church, as
Hfully impressed as ever with the divine origi
and rectitude of his own faith, from the prin-
ciples of which, he has never, for one moment,
deviated, either in thought or deed.
Our order contemplates the whole human
cies, divested of all religious or political
distinctions. 1t should be j‘é‘u to the worthy
and accepted of all nations and languages. In
this institution, party spirit is unknown. The
Prince Regent of England, the King of Prus-
sia, their Excellencies Daniel D. T'ompkins,
and De Witt Clinton, a Roman prelate and a
Protestant reformer, a Wellington and a
Jackson at the head of their armies, and an
humble quaker, who holds in detestation the
sword and bayonet, and indeed, the lowest
peasant in the universe, may, provided ‘e
’ M
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are free-masons, unite together as a band ¢
brothers. Masonry, as has been before ok
served, excludes all distinction of religion, a
well as of rank. 'The Episcopalian, the Pres
byterian, the Methodist, the Baptist, the Cath
olic, the Hebrew, and the Turk, may here si
together in peace and harmony.

hus masonry is the centre of unity, an
the happy means of conciliating the affection
of many upright and intelligent men, wh
might otherwise have remained at a distanc
from each other.

——

CHAPTER XIIIL
The Grand Architect’s Six Periods.

Wuen we contemplate that the formatior
of the world was the work of that Omnipoten
Being who created the beautiful system of the

_universe, well may we exclaim with wonde:
and astonishment, « O Lord, our Lord, hon
excellent is thy name in all the earth, who has:
set thy glory above the heavens. When we con
sider the heavens, the work of thy fingers, th
moon and the siars, which thou hast ordained.
What is man, that thou art mindful of him, and
the son of man, that thou visitest him 3"
Psalm viii.

Before he was pleased to command this
vast world into existence, the elements and
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the materials of the creation, lay blended
without form or distinction. < Darkness nas
upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit

od moved upon the face of the walers ;”
when the great Jehovah, as an example to
man, that things of moment ought to be done
with deliberation, was pleased to take six
paYs in periodically bringing it from chaos
to perfection.

he Supreme Architect shewed the first

instance of his power, by commanding light ;
and seeing that it was good, he gave it his
sacred approbation, and distinguished it by a
new name, by calling the light day, and giv-
ing the appellation of night to darkness; and
in order to keep new framed matter within
Just limits, the secoxp period was employed
in laying the firmament, which was to keep
the water above the clouds, and those below
them asunder, and God called the firmament
heaven. On the THIRD period, he command-
ed those waters to be restrained within due
bounds, on the retreat of which dry land ap-
peared, which he called ¢ earth, and -the
gathering together of the waters, called he
seas.” 'The earth being yet irregular and
destitute of any kind of cultivation, God
spake the word, and immediately it was cover-
ed with a most beautiful carpet of flowers,
plants, trees, herbs, and shrubs of all sorts, in
full growth and perfection.

On the rourTH period, these two grand and
bright luminaries, the sun and maon weve
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. created ; the former to rule the day, and the
latter to rule the night, and to be for signs and
for seasons, and for days and years. Beside
these two great lights, the omnipotent Archi-
tect was pleased to bespangle the @therial
concave with innumerable stars, so that man,
whom be intended to create, might employ
himself, at suitable periods in contemplating
his supereminent wisdom, and justly praising
his divine majesty and glory. :

On the FiFTH period, he created the birds,
which fly in the air, so that man might please
both his eyes and ears, in being delight-
ed with some for their beautiful plumage
and uncommon instinct, and others for their
melodious notes. He also commanded the
waters to hring forth a variety of fish for our
use ; and in order to impress on our minds a
reverential awe of his omnipotence, he creat-

.ed great whales and every living creature,
that moveth, which the waters brought forth
abundantly.

On the sixTH period, he created the beasts
of the field, and reptiles to crawl upon the
earth. Here we may perceive the most evi-
dent manifestation of his goodness, wisdom

_and mercy in all his proceedings. He pro-
duced what effect he pleased without the
Lelp of natural causes; thus he gave light
to the world before he created the sun and
moon, and made the earth fruitful and to
bring forth plants without the influence of the
heavenly bodies. He did not create the
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beasts of the field, until he had provided fo:
them sufficient herbage ; nor did he make
man till he had prepared every thing requi-
site for his comt{;rt and pleasure. To dignify
the work of his hand, he made him after his
own image, and gave him «dominion over the
fish of the sea, and the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon
the earth.” Man came into the world with
greater splendour than any of the creatures,
which preceded him, as they were brought
into existence with no other ceremony than a
Dixit Deus, i. e. God said, but in the creation
of man, there was a consultation of the ador-
able T'rinity, saying, < Let us make man,” and
he was accordingly formed out of the dust
of the earth, into his nostrils was breathed
the breath of life, and he became a livin
soul. In this one creature, was concentere
every thing, which was excellent in creation.
He was made a liitle lower than the angels,
and crowned with glory and honour. To him,
likewise, dominion was given over all other
creatures, and he was formed after the image
of Gob, so that he might the better be enabled
to adore him, who had been graciously pleas-
ed to bestow on him, the faculty of speech,
the use of reason, and a soul, which may en-
- joy the most extatic bliss through all the ages
- of a never ending eternity.

The Almighty, then, as his last and best
gift to man created woman. “ Grace was in

M2
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all her steps, heaven in her eye, in every ges-
ture, dignity and love.” « O woman ! lovely
woman, men would be brutes without thee.”

The heavens and the earth, and all their
hosts, having thus been created in the space
of six days, God, on the seventh day rested
from all his work, and sanctified it as a holy
sabbath to himself, thereby intimating, in the
clearest manner, that man should work with
industry for six days, for the maintenance of
himself and family, and set apart the seventh
as a day of rest from his labour, and that he
should devote the same to the praise and
glory of God his creator.

May the six days work of the creation,
emulate every free-mason, to industry durin
the week, and may they always be enable
to spend the sEvENTH in such a manner, as
may be most conducive to their present as
well as their future bappiness.

P —

CHAPTER XI1V.
Of the Seven Liberal Aris and Sciences.

These are Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic,
Arithmetic, Geomelry, Music and Astronomy.

The Grammar rules instruct the tongue and pen,
Rhetoric teaches eloquence to men,



NEW FREE-MASON’S MONITOR. 127~

By Logic, we are taught to reason well,

usic has charms beyond our powers to tell.
The use of numbers, numberless we find,
Geometry gave measure to mankind,
The Heavenly system elevates the mind.
All these and many secrets more,
Were by free-masons taught in days of yore.

But of these liberal arts and sciences, we
shall treat more at large, as they are entitled
to the attention of every one, who is desirous
of arriving at distinction in our fraternity.

SECTION 1.—OF GRAMMAR.

Grammar is the art of writing and speaking
any particular language correctly. If any
one expect that he can acquire a facility of
expressing himself with accuracy, without a
knowledge of this science, whatever he may
think of his own acquirements, men of learning
with whomn he have may occasion to converse
or correspond, will soon perceive his defi-
ciency 'This science merits our most serious
attention, as it may, in fact, be considered as
the gate, or avenue, which leads to all the
others.

SEECTION 2.—OF RHETORIC.

Rhetoric instructs us how to select words
with taste, and to arrange them with a view to
please, to engage, and to persuade. It is
commonly defined the art of speaking well,
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that is to say, of speaking in such a manner
as to make ourselves heard, and to persuade
~those who hear us. .

SECTION 3.—OF LOGIC.

Logic is that art, which teacheth us to rea-
son in a systematic manner, and by a regular
train of argument, to proceed from one step

‘to another, till we arrive at the full conviction
of the proposition intended to be proved.

SECTION 4.—OF ARITHMETIC.

Avrithmetic adjusts the greatest sums by e
gypher and the nine digits. It adds, multi-
plies, and divides numbers in every manner
that can be required. 1t arranges and: com-
bines them in all sorts of regular series
and progressions, both finite and infinite.
1t not only discovers, with a wonderful facil
ity, the properties and sums of- finite ones
from general principles, without a tedious
consideration of each particular number,
but by determining the sums of such pro-
gressions, as can never come to an end,
sets bounds to infinity itself. With no less
surprising invention, it effects apparent im-

ssibilities, and when no real quantity can

found, which will answer the question pro-
posed, it finds a just solution by imaginary,
yet intelligible quantities, or by a series of
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quantities, which continually approximates to
the truth; till at last all error vanisheth.

SECTION 5.—~OF GEOMETRY.

Geomelry determines lines to which we
-cannot apply any measure. It traces out
lines, which, continually approaching nearer
to one another, can never coincide, however
far they are extended. It has discovered the
most ingenious, surprising, and just mensura-
tion of surfaces and solid bodies. 1t traces
accurately, the paths of bodies, which are
thrown into the air, though projected at ran-
dom in any direction whatever. On this
science architecture is founded. 1t teacheth
the general how to arrange his army, the en-
gineer how to lay out his ground for fortifica-
tions and encamnpments, the geographer and
mariner how to delineate the extent, situation
and boundaries of different countries, seas and
oceans, and the astronomer his observations
on the course of the heavenly bodies. On
geometry, likewise, the various branches of
the mathematics entirely depend.

The moral advantages of geometry, however,
are, what in a more peculiar manner, deserve
our attention. Free-masonry is a speculative
science, issuing from that important practical
science, geometry ; the laws of which were
observed in the creation, and are still manifest
in the regulation of the world.
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And as the grand lodge of the universe,
this stupendous globe excels, in magnificence
of design, and stability of foundation, demon-
strative of its builder; so, contemplating this
mighty scale of perfection and wonder, does
our society proceed, conceiving the impor-
tance of order and harmony, and catching the
spirit of beneficence, from what is observed
of wisdom, regularity, and mercy, in the
world of nature. .

Nature, indeed, surpasses art in the bold-
ness, sublimity, and immensity of her works.
Man can only contemplate, in awful amaze-
ment, her mightier operations; but in her
siallerdesigns, the ingenuity of manadvances,
with admirable success, from study to imita-
tion ; as is demonstrated in the wonderful va-
riety and beauty of the works of art, the
imitative arts particularly, and chiefly those
of painting and sculpture.

But of all the works of human art, masonry
is certainly the first, as most useful, and,
therefore, approaching nearer in effect to the
beneficent purposes of Providence. Archi-
tecture has been justly deemed the favourite
child of civilization ; it is the science, which
has ever discriminated by its progress, refine-
ment from rudeness ; by its presence or ab-
sence, savage from social life. In countries,
where operative masonry never laid the line,
nor spread the compass; where architecture
never planned the dome, nor projected the
column, all other evidences of elegant im-
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provement are sought for in vain ; all is dark-
ness and barbarism.

A survey of the works of nature, first led
men to imitate as far as their limited abilities
would admit, the great plan of the Divine
Architect. This gave rise to societies, which
led to improvements in every useful art.
But of all the societies which have contribu-
ted to the propagation of knowledge, the so-
ciety of free-masons has been, and ever will
be, the most conspicuous. The ravages of
time have destroyed the most stupendous
fabrics, which have been erected by the inge-
nuity and labour of man ; but the masonic
art still continues to flourish in all its ancient
splendour.

SECTION 6.—OF MUSIC.

Music is a science, which teaches how
sound, under certain measures of time and
tune, may be produced, and so ordered and
disposed, as that either in consonance or suc-
cession or both, it may raise various sensations
from the height of rapture, even to that of
melancholy or distraction.

This art from the time of JusaL, the father
of such as handle the harp and organ,
down to the immortal Orpreus, and from
thence to that of the no less immortal Haw-
DEL, has ever been held in the highest esteem;
and most deservedly, since it is productive
not only of the highest entertainment, but
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also of the most beneficial effects. Its prin-
cipal use is to celebrate the praises of the
Deity, with that musical sacrifice and adora-
tion, which has claimed a place in the customs
of different nations ; for the Greeks and Ro-
mans of the prophane, as well as the Jews
and Christians of the sacred world, did as
unanimously agree in this, as they disagreed
in all other parts of their economy. Nor
can we doubt, that the songs of Zion or other
sublime poetry, softened in the most moving
strains of music, have the power of swellin
the heart with rapturous thanksgiving, or o
humbling or exalting the soul to the most
fervent pitch of devotion.

On the effects of music, Shakspeare thus
expresses himself,

The man that hath no music in himself,

Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds,
Is fit for treasons, villanies and spoil :

The motions of his spirit are dull as night,

And his affections dark as Erebus.

Let no such man be trusted.

SECTION 7.——OF ASTRONOMY,

A:trmmg leads our thoughts to planets,
which are of equal, or probably of a supe-
rior magnitude, and of a similar substance to
that of our earth. It considers these mighty
globes, as projected by an Almighty Hand, and
confined in their different orbits by that same

-
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gravity which causeth all bodies, which are
projected, to descend to the earth.

By means of imaginary points, lines, and
circles, it divides the Heavens into its distinct
regions. It assignsto the fixed stars their set-
tled habitations, marks out the wide circuits
of the planets and comets,. and calculates
their periods, oppositions and conjunctions,
with astonishing exactness. While we are
_en§aged in the study of this science, it cannot
fail to give us the most exalted ideas of the
wisdom, the beneficence, and the greatness of
the Almighty Creator, and will induce us to

- exclaim in the language of the Psalmist, « O
Lord! our Lord, how excellent is thy name, in.
all the earth ! who hast set thy glory above the
heavens. When I consider the heavens, the work
of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which
thou hast ordained, what is man that thou art
mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou
visitest him 7” .

il
CHAPTER XV.
Of the Five Noble Orders in Architecture.

By order in architecture, is meant a system
of all the members, proportions and orna-
ments of columns and pilasters; or it is a re-
gular arrangement of the projecting parts of
‘a building, which united with those of a.co-

. N

-
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lumn form a beautiful, perfect and complete
whole.

From the first formation of society, order
in architecture may be traced; for when the
rigour of the seasons compelled men to con-
1rive some shelter from the inclemency of
the weather, we read that they first planted
trees on end, and then laid others across to
support a covering. The bands, which con-
mected these trees at top and bottom, are said
1o have given rise to the idea of the base and

- capital of pillars, and from this simple hint
originally proceeded the more improved art
_of architecture.

The five orders are these, the Tuscan,
the Doric, the lonic, the Corinthian, and the
Composite. The Doric, the Ionic, and the
Corinthian, are called Grecian, the other two
are called Roman orders.

SECTION 1.—OF THE TUSCAN ORDER.

The Tuscan Order is characterised by ity
plain and robust appearance, and is, there-
fore, used only in works, where strength and
plainness are wanted. It has been used with
great effect and elegance, in that durable mo-
nument of ancient grandeur, the Trajan co-
lumn at Rome. Indeed, general consent has
established its proportions for such purposes
- beyond all others. It was invented in Tus-
cany, from whence it derives its name. Its
column is seven diameters high, and its capi
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tal, base and entablature, have but few moyjs
dings. '

SECTION 2.—OF THE DORIC ORDER.

The Doric is the most agreeable to nature,
and most ancient. It was invented by the
Dorians, a people of Greece, and has seldom
any ornament on its base or capital, except
mouldings, though the frieze is distinguished
by triglyphs and metopes, and triglyphs com-

ose the ornament of the frieze. Its column
1s eight diameters high. The composition of
this pillar is both grand and noble, and is,
therefore, principally used in warlike struc-
tures, where strength, and a noble, but rough
simplicity is required. ‘

SECTION 3.—OF THE IONIC ORDER.

The Ionic partakes of more delicacy than
either of the former, and, therefore, as well as
on account of its origin, is called Feminine,
and not improperly supposed to have a ma-
tronic appearance. The first idea of its in-
vention was given by the lonians, a people of
-Greece. Its column is nine diameters high;
its capital is adorned with volutes, and its cor-
nice has dentils or simple modillions3 and his-
tory informs us, that the famous temple of
Diana at Ephesus, was of this order.
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SECTION 4,—OF THE CORINTHIAN ORDER.

The Corinthian possesses more delicacy;
.and ornament than any other order ; the beau-
ty and richness of the capital, and the deli-
cacy of the pillar, render it the most suitable
in those edifices, where magnificence and ele-

nce are required. On this account, it is

requently used for the internal decoration of
large state rooms, in which it has a chaste;
though at the same time, superb appearance.
It is deemed a master piece of art, and was
invented at Corinth, by Calimachus; its column
is ten diameters high ; its capital is adorned
with two rows of leaves, and eight volutes,
which sustain the abacus. This order is prin-
cipally used in stately and superb structures.

SECTION J5.—OF THE COMPOSITE ORDER.

The Composite or Compound Roman or-
der, is derived from the other four orders,
and we are indebted to the Romans for its in-
vention, its column is ten diameters high, and
is quartered round as the Tuscan and Doriec.
Its capital hath the volutes of the lonic; the
two rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and its
cornice ha