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INTRODUCTION,

TeE original object of the secret rites of fremasonry has been a
subject of inquiry for upwards of six hundred years, and the enigma
seems not to have been satisfactorily solved. e initiated, as well
as those without the pale of the order, are equally ignorant of their
derivation and import. What mote it be £ is a question as difficult
of solution now as when first propounded by king Henry VI. of
England.

e intention of this work is to endeavor to unravel the intricate
web in which the mystery is involved, by tracing the order back to
its source, and, by showing its intimate connection and similitude to
institutions more ancient, put it beyond a doubt, that it sprang from,
and is a continuation of therites and ceremonies observed in those
establishments.

Had a work, taken notice of by the Abbé Barruel, fallen into the
hands of the editor, he would probably have been saved much trou-
ble in the prosecution of this research.—¢ We recommend,” says he,
“to our reader to peruse the treatise of a most learned and zealous
mason, dedicated Demen die es Verstehen, or To those who can under-
stand. He leaves no stone unturned throughout antiquity to prove
the identity of the ancient mysteries of Eleusis, of the Jews, of the
Druids, and of the Egyptians, with those of freemasonry.”

In pursuance of this course, it becomes nécessary-Yo.take a transient
view of the dogmas and customs of Egypt in the refiiptest periods of
its history ; for it appears evident, that this country was the salient
point from which the religious observances -of the ancient world com-
menced.

What are emphatically called the mysteries, is but another name
for religion ; ang an exposition of what they consisted, is of course
embraced in the subject as forming a parallel with the rites of ma-
sonry. Independent of the main design of the work, these topics in
themselves possess great interest as matters of curiosity; which is
enhanced by observing the close affinity which they bear to the prac-
tices of the masonic order at the present day.

¢ Among all the ancient nations which have been distinguished in
history, there is none more worthy of our notice than the kingdom of
Egypt. Ifnot the birth-place, it was the early protector of the scien-
ces; and cherished every species of knowledge, which was known or
cultivated in remote times. It was the principal source from which
the Grecians derived their information ; and, after all its windings and
enlargements, we may still trace the stream of our knowledge to the
banks of the Nile.” (New Edinb. Ency.)

Whatever may be thought of the doctrines of the mysteries, they en-
forced the principles of morality by the most terrific scenical repre-
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sentations of the torments of the wicked on the one hand, and of the
most pleasing spectacles of the hagi)'i‘ness of the righteous on the other,
in a future life. These scenes are famtly copied in royal arch masonry,
and the same morals, in like manner, inculcated.

The writer is not a devotee to the mystic rites of the craft: heis
not prepared to vindicate the outrages committed by individuals of
the order, instigated by a fanatical zeal for the protection of frivolous
ceremonies ; nor will he apologize for the use that may have been
made of the fraternity to promote the views of political aspirants. If
any improper influence in this respect has been employed, as is assert-
ed, he does not hesitate to pronounce it anti-masonic—against the
rules of the order;' for both religion, on which itself was originally
founded, as well as politics, are totally excluded from the lodge.

The most material and best founded objection that has been brought
against masonry, is the oaths which it imposes upon the brethren.
They are shocking to the taste of the present age : their continuance
was an enormous blunder in the revivers of the order in 1717. They
were then no longer necessary. Masonry contains nothing which at
that time rendered its members amenable to the laws of England.

The false construction put upon these oaths, has implicated the
order in the foulest deeds; and perhaps caused the masonic obliga-
tions to be considered paramount to legal oaths administered in courts
of law, and thus (Fervened the course of justice. The only means,
therefore, of avoiding this evil, and of wiping away the stain at present
attached to the society, is a total abandonment of the oaths.*

® ¢ At the verv threshold of our mysteries, an cath of secrecy, extremely
minute in all its details, and tremendous in its sanctions, has from time ime
memorial been exacted of every candidate. Itisnotto be supposed that such
an oath had no foundation at first, It would argue a profligacy incredible,
to invent one so sacred and inviolable merely for the sake of swearing it. Noe
does such a solemnity comport with the design or practices of any assoclation
of architects whatever. For what is there, or what could there ever have
been, in the art of building, or in the whole circle of science merely, thet
could require or even warrant so appalling an obligation ? Neither «fm ]
agree with the presentstate of the institution ; for masonry harbors no treasong
nor blasphemies. Its designsat the present day are not only innocent, but
laudable. Itrequires usto fear God and pramote the happiness of man. The
inventors of this oath, then, must have most unpardonably trifled with the
awful solemnity of such an engagement, if, atthe time of its institution, thes
did not exista cause, proportionate, atleastin some degree, to the p
used against its violation. (Vid.—The way to words by things, or an a
at the retrieval of the ancient Celtic, in a volume of tracts in the library
Harvard College). What this cause was, we can determine only by pro
conjecture. But we may presume that it must have originated [
great personal danger, if not death, apprehended to bers of the instite
tion from the populace, if their secrets were laid open to the world, Bvey
mgiéon, by reflecting on these hints, will satisfy his own mind, that at th

rep i Am
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However desirable this may be to many of the brethren, it is resist-
ed by others on the absurd and superstitious notion, that no alteration
can take place in “the ancient land-marks™ of the institution ; which,
like the laws of the Medes and Persians, must remain eternally
the same: when, notwithstanding, within about fifty years, the old
inclosures have been broken down, and the boundaries of the order
extended so as to include an immense territory beyond the ancient
limits.

After this unqualified reprobation of the oaths, I confidently as-
sert, that nothing is taught or practised in the lodges contrary to
the strictest morals. 'Fhe exposition of the ritual by those even
who are inimical to the order, proves the fact. And, as has been
often urged, if there were no other testimony, the characters of
many of those who are known to be members, is a sufficient gua-
rantee that nothing improper would be tolerated.

If it be said, that a partial feeling is created among the brethren
that operates injuriously to the public good, it may be answered,
that the same objection may be urged against all associations of
individuals, whatever may be their views and intentions.

This partiality, by the way, has been the cause of relieving many
in distress, and even saving the lives of valuable citizens. A case
of this kind happened in the American revolutionary war, which is
often alluded to by masonic writers. Col. McKenstry was taken
prisoner by the Indians, who were preparing to put him to a cruel
death. In this emergency, he gave the masonic sign of distress, which
?:.noed a brother mason. & British officer, to interfere and save his

While this transaction reflects honor upon the officer as a mason,
it at the same time leaves an indelible stain upon his character as
aman, which equally attaches to his king and government. What! em-

savages as auxiliaries in war, and then stand by and look coolly
on, while they amuse themselves in fomakawking and scalping their
prisoners, unless the latter can give the talismanic signal, and pro-
nounce the Shibboleth of masonry ?—But as kings are considered
by their subjects not to be moral agents, but looked upon as minors
oridiots who can do no wrong, the prime minister at the time, Lord
North, and his principal adviser, Lord Sackrville, must bear the bulk of
the odium.

This rule of masons to grant aid to each other under certain circum-
stances, was probably derived from the laws of Egypt, by which,
“ He who had neglected or refused to save a man’s life when attacked,

it oonstitution of our fraternity, its great object was NOT solely the advance-
ment of the arts, still less of architecture alone.”—( Greenleaf’s Brief Tnquirg
into the Origin and Principles of Freemasonry. )
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if it were in his power to assist him, was punished as rigorously a
the assassin : but if the unfortunate person could not be succoured
the gffender was at least to be impeached, and penalties were decreec
for any neglect of this kind. Thus the subjects were a guard anc
protection to one another ; and the whole body of the community
united against the designs of the bad.”—(Rollin’s Ane. Hist.)

Some apology for the awful oaths administered in masonic lodge:
is perhaps due on the score of precedent; which hasin all time:
greatly influenced the customs and government of the world, anc
sometimes sanctified principles the most absurd and pernicious.

The mysteries were protected by the most severe oaths in Greece
and Rome, and, no doubt, were equally so in Egypt, the place of thei
birth, And, moreover, in the two former countries, if not in the latter,
revealing the secrets of these mysteries was punished with death by
the laws.’

For this there was a substantial reason: the greater mysteries taughc
the doctrine of one Supreme God, and that polytheism was an error:
admitting, at the same time, that the sun, moon, and stars, were
minor divinities under the superintendence of the one Supreme. The
belief, however, in Hero-gods was so engrafted on the minds of the
ignorant multitude, that it was feared the open promulgation of a doc-
trine in opposition to that faith, would lead to disturbances in the
state that might produce great evil. This mystery consequently was
confided only to a chosen few of the most intelligent, under the sanc-
tion of an oath and the penalties of the law.

When freemasonry was first established in England, soon after the
edict of Canute, in the beginning of the eleventh century, (as is pre-
sumed,) prohibiting én Zofo the Druidical worship, the strongest oaths
were required to bind the initiated to secrecy : for had the real intent
?f its founders been known, it would doubtless have cost them their
ives.

That Canute was superstitious, and of course vindictive,is evident
from his having made a pilgrimage toRome, through excessive religi-
ous zeal, in 1030; and therefore would, no doubt, have punished the
Druids for an infraction of his edict with merciless cruelty.

By the incorporation of the Danes with the nation, (says Lingard,
in his History of England,) the rites of paganism had again made
their appearance in the island. Canute forbade the worship of the
heathen gods, of the sun or moon, of fire or water, of stones or foun-
tail'i‘s, and of forests or trees,

his ferocious and sanguinary warrior, in 1080, made a pilgrimage

to Rome. On the road he visited the most celebrated chungxe%, leav-

ing everywhere proofs of his devotion and liberality. In his return

he proceeded immediately to Denmark, but dispatched the Abbot of

ZTavistock to England with a letter, describing the object and issue
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of his journey. In this letter he says, ¢ It is long since I bound my-
self by my vow to make this pilgrimage ; but I had been hitherto
ented by affairs of state, and other impediments. Now, however,
return humble thanks to Almighty God, that he has allowed me to
visit the tombs of the blessed apostles, Peter and Paul, and every
holy place within and without the city of Rome, and to houor and
venerate them in person, And this I have done, because I had
learned from my teachers, that the apostle St. Peter received from the
Lord the great power of binding and loosing with the keys of the
kingdom of keaven. On this account I thoughtit highly useful to’
solicit kis patronage with God.”

He concludes his letter as follows: “Lastly, I entreat all my
bishops, and all the sheriffs, by the fidelity which they owe o me and
to God, that the church dues, according to the ancient laws, may be
paid before my return, namely: the plow-alms, the tithes of cattle
of the present year, the Peter-pence, the tithes of fruit in the middle
of August, and the kirk-shot at the feast of St. Martin, to the parish
church. Should this be omitted, at my return, I will punish
the o’ﬂ'ender by exacting the whole fine appointed by law. Fare ye-
well.”

Farthermore it may be remarked, that the customs of the times.
in which I am endeavouring to show that masonry wes established
sanctioned the most horrible oaths,

“ The multiplicity of oathsin the judicial proceeding of the middle
ages,® (says Dr. Henry, inhis History of Great Britain, v, iii, p. 425)
had the same effect that it will always have, of diminishing men’s
veneration for them, and giving occasion for frequent perjury. The
legislutors of those times employed several devices to prevent this,
by awakening the consciences, and keeping alive the religious fears
of mankind. With this view, their oaths were couched in the most
awful forms of words that could be invented; and these forms were
frequently changed, that they might not lose their effect by becoming
too familiar.” ’

Many who have written with great asperity against masonry, under
false impressions of its general tendency, have doubtless béen actuated
by the purest motives, whilst others, such as the Abbé Barruel and

fessor Robison, have been instigated by the most malignant
prejudices. I shall take some notice of these two writers in the

sequel.

—‘-'l'he middle or dark ages are described as comprehending the th
years from the taking of Rome by the Goths, in the middle of the fifth century,
to the taking of Constantinople, by the Turks, in the middle of the fifteenth

ecentury.—Edit.
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AN EXPOSITION

OF THE

MYSTERIES, &ec.

CHAPTER 1.
DOGMAS AND CUSTOMS OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS,

It will be attempted in this work to show that the mysteries aud cere-
monies of the celebrated order of Freemasons are derived from the
religious dogmas and customs of ancient nations, particularly those of
Egypt, where the foundation of the whole machinery of religious mys-
teries, as far as is known, was first laid.

In order, therefore, to attain a comprehensive view of [this subject,
it becomes necessary to be well informed of the rites, customs, and
ceremonies of the ancient inhabitants of that famous country. And as
the Abbe Pluche, in his History of the Heavens, has treated more
minutely of these topics, and explained them more satisfactorily, than
any other author that has fallen under my observation, I shall com
mence this volume with extracts from his work.

Critical histories of the fabulous gods of paganism, under the sem-
blance of truth, have been transmitted from age to age, and been ge-
nerally received as narratives of real facts. Pluche has unveiled many
of these poetical fictions, and pointed out the source from which they
were derived. .

My limits will not permit me to give the whole of his expositions ;
but on account of the great merit of the work, with which, it is pre-
sumed, but few American readers are acquainted, I have not confined
the selections merely to such parts as have a particular bearing upon
the subject in hand.

As the author is little known in America, I will give an abstract of
a sketch of his life and writings, contained in La Biographie Univer-
selle, Paris, 1830.

Anthony Pluche, a celebrated writer, was born at Reims, in 16883
and obtained the appointment of Professor of Languages in the Uni-
versity of that city, Two years afterwards he passed to the chair of
Rhetoric, and was raised to holy orders. The Bishop of Laon, (S\ex-
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mont,) becoming acquainted with his talents, gave him the presidency
of the College of his diocese. By his assiduity and science the insti-
tution was much improved ; when particular circumstances occurred
that troubled his tranquillity, and obliged him to relinquish his em~
ploy. The Intendant of Rouen confided to him the education of his
son, at the request of the celebrated Rollin. The Abbe Pluche having
fulfilled this trust with success, left Rouen for Paris, where he gave,
at first, lessons on Geography and History. Through the notice of
distinguished authors, his name soon became celebrated, and he sus-
tained that celebrity by his works.

He gave successively to the public,—first, the Spectacle de la Na-
ture, (Nature Displayed), in 9 volumes, 12mo. is work, equally
instructive as agreeable, is written with much clearness and elegance.
Second, The Histoire du Ciel, (History of the Heavens,) in 2 vols,
12mo. In this work is to be found two parts, almost independent of
each other. The first contains learned researches upon the origin of
the poetical heavens. This is nearly a complete mythology, founded
upon new and ingenious ideas. The second is the history of the opi-
nions of philosophers on the formation of the world. The author
here shows the uncertainty of systems the most accredited. Besides
a diction noble and well turned, one here finds an erudition that does
not fatigue. As to the ground of the system exposed in the first part,
Voltaire calls it, probably with reason, the Fable of Heaven. Third,
La Mécanique dle)s Langues, Paris, 1735, in 12mo. He here pro-

ses a means more short for learning languages. Fourth, Concorde

e la Geographie des differens Ages ; Paris, 1764, in 12mo.

Plan of the Work.

I find myself under the necessity of oversetting, or unravelling,
fables, in order to establish truth. The men most celebrated who
have treated of the formation of the heavens and of the earth, or of
their mutual relations, were pagans, philosophers of different nations,
and sacred writers. Those systems which have been given by the
Egyptians, Phenicians, the Greeks, and Romans, are obscured by
fabulous recitals, and by metamorphoses full of absurdity. Although
they were the most ingenious and polished of all people, they formed
ideas so strange on the government of the heavens, and on the powers
whichsustain the human species, that there is no need to combat them
¢ with argument ; they carry their own refutation with them. But, from
* the depth of this frightful darkness it is possible to elicit light. Through
these fictions I find a fact, the explication of which shows us what has
given birth to fables ; it is the development of them, The first fixed
point is the signification of the names and figures which have served,
from the highest antiquity, to characterize the sun, the moon, and the
stars, according to their different situations. The usages of the ancients,
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and the inspection of nature, will aid us in discovering the seuse, the
knowledge of which will lead us immediately to perceive the enormous
abuse that has been made of the institutions of the first men, and
place in sufficient light the origin of the idolatry of our fathers.

Another effect of this research is to teach as that the same misteke
which has peopled the heavens with chimerical divinities, has given
birth to a multitude of false pretensions on the influences of the hea-
venly bodies, and the errors which still tyraunise over most minds.
If our history of the heavens produce no other benefit than the disco-
very of the mistakes which have precipitated the human race into
errors that disgrace it—the consequences of which still disturb the
repose of society—this will undoubtedly be an advantage sufficiently
satisfactory.

My remarks may be useful to youth, by unveiling to them those
fabulous personages which they hear so often mentioned. I have still
greater hopes, perhaps with too much presumption, that this small
essay might be of some use to teachers themselves. I should think
myself happy to have assisted their work, by some views which they
might afterwards improve and proportion to the wants of their dis-
ciples. Teachers, however well qualified, generally want leisure to
undertake researches of any considerable length ; and the more judi-
cious they are, the more disagreeable is it to them to be for a long
series of years handling fables almost always absurd or scandalous,
without being recompensed for the tiresomeness of these ridiculous
stories, by the satisfaction of being able at least to find out the origin
of them. I here derive all the branches of idolatry from one and the
same root. I endeavour to show that the same mistake has given
birth to the gods, goddesses, metamorphoses, auguries, and oracles.
The fables, thus reduced to their true value, will amuse without dan-
ger ; and the masters possibly will like and adopt a principle whose
great simplicity puts it within the reach of children themselves.

The chief benefit I should be glad to reap from my labour would
be the facilitating the study of nature, and even that of religion, in
restraining the said study within the bounds of possibility and neces-
sity, both which are still of no small extent. )

The engravings accompanying the work are all drawn from the
monuments of antiquity. They are marked as follows :—all those
found in Antiquity Ezplained, by Montfaucon, with an M ; those
collected by Cartari, with a C; those which are on the vase of agate
of St Denys, with a V ; and those which are taken from the table of
Isis, published by Piguorius, with a T.

Usages Common to All Nations,

We are sometimes.amazed at the conformity found in many respecta
between the practices of the Hebrews and those of \he nations Huen
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over to the grossest idolatry. Most of the learned, in order to
aocount for such a similitude of usages, say that false ieligions only
copied and mimicked the true; and from the conformity of some
perticulars of mythology with sacred history, they think themselves
suthoriged to affirm that the heathens had the communication of the
holy scriptures, or must have frequented the company of and imitated
the Hebrews.

Other learned men, and among the rest Sir John Marsham, 10 his
Rule of Times, being sensible how much unknown to, and as it were,
separated from other nations, the Hebrews were,—how much disliked
by those that knew them,—and of course how little fit they were to
serve them as models, and finding, moreover, from a multitude of
evident proofs, that the sacrifices, the ceremonial, and the very objects
themselves, of idolatry, were prior to Moses and the holy seriptures,
they have maintained that the laws and the ceremonies of the Hebrews
were an imitation of the customs of Egy(g;dand the neighbouring na-
tions, but adapted to the worship of one A

Symbolical Writing.

Taz Egyptians, even the most ancient of them, were acquainted
with the signs of the Zodiac. Their monuments, which are known
to be of the earliest antiquity, are covered with figures, among which
those of the crab and the wild goat, of the balance and the scorpion,
of the ram and the bull, of the kid, the lion, the virgin, and the rest,
are frequently found.

The twelve symbolical names, which signify the twelve portions,
both of the year and the heavens, were a prodigious help towards re-
gulating the beginnings of sowing, mowing, harvest, and the other
works of mankind.

It was found very convenient, to expose in public a small figure, or
a single letter, to notify the exact time which certain general works
were to be begun in common, and when certain feasts were to be cele-
brated, The use of these figures appeared so convenient, that they by
degrees extended it to more things than the order of the calender.
Several symbols, fit to inform the people of certain truths, by some
analogy or relation between the figure and the thing they havea mind
-to have understood, were devised.

This method of saying or showing one thing, to intimate others, is
what induced among the eastern nations the taste of allegories. They
preserved, for & long time, the method of teaching everything under
symbols, calculated, by a mysterious outside, to excite curiosity, whiei»

# Great use is made of the Bible, in the ceremonies of masonry: which
may be accounted for by the conformity in the customs of the Hebrews with

gmo of more ancient nations, from which the masonic order is derived.—
oIT.
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was afterwards recompenced by the satisfaction of having discovered
the truths which they concealed. Pythagoras, who had travelled
among the eastern nations, thence brought that custom to Italy.

Ham, and those of his descendants who came to inhabit the banks
of the Nile, and the whole Lower Egypt, first tried to cultivate the
earth according to the order of the year, and in the manner used in
other countries ; but no sooner were they ready to cut down their
harvest, in the driest season of the year, and without the least appear-
ance of rain,* but the river swelled, to their great amazement: it
flowed on a sudden over its banks, and took  from them those pro-
visions which they thought themselves already sure of. The waters
continued to rise to the height of twelve, fourteen, or even sizteen
cubits,t covered all the plains, carried away their cattle, and even the
inhabitants themselves. The inundation lasted ten or eleven weeks,
and oftentimes more.

1t is true, the overflowing left on the land a mud which improved
it ; but, the difficulty of obtaining & harvest, since the summer the
only time proper for it, brought the storm and the inundation, caused
Ham to quit bath the lower and the middle Egypt, and retire to the
higher. 'He there founded the city of Thebes, originally called Am-
mon-no, Ammon’s abode. But many, finding it inconvenient to re-
move from lower Egypt, which after the retiring of the waters, was
throughout the remaining part of the year like a beautiful garden, and
a delightful place to dwell in, endeavoured to fortify themselves
against the return of the waters.

They observed from one year to another, that the overflowing was
always preceded by an Etesian (annual) wind, which blowing from
north to south, about the time of the passage of the sun under the
stars of the crab, drove the vapours towards the south, and gathered
them in the middle of the country, (Ethiopie, now Nubia and Aby-
sinia) whence the Nile came; which there caused plentiful rains, that
swelled the waters of the river, and brought on the inundation of lower
Egypt.

ngt they wanted the means of knowing exactly the time when it
should be necessary for them to be prepared for the inundation. The
flowing of the river beyond its banks happened some days sooner or
later, when the sun was under the stars of the lion. Near the stars
of Cancer, though pretty far from the band of the zodiac towards the

® Never does it rain in the Delta, (Lower Egypt,) in the summer, and but
rarely and in small quantities during the whole course of the years—
VOLNEY'S TRAVELS.—EDIT.

+ In the time of Herodotus, sixteen cubits were necessary, or at least
fifteen, to overflow the Delta. The same number was sufficient in the time
of the Romans. Before the time of Petronius, says 8trabo, plenty waa not
knowa in the Delta, unless the Nile rose to fourteen cubits —Ihid, (Envrel)
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south, anda few weeks afier their rising, they see in the morning one
the most brilliant, if not the largest star of the whole heavens, ascen
ing the horizon. In appesred a little before the rising of the su
which had rendered it almost invisible for aofmonth or tv{vio befo:
The tians then pitched upon the risi this magnificent st
nsth::igny 'blesigngthemnp’:n i gml:ser the stars of Leo,
the begining of the inundation. t star became the public mark,
which every one was to keep a watchful eye, not to miss the instant
zetiring to the higher s. Asit was seen but a very littletin
above the horizon, towards the dawning of the aurora, which becor
ing every instant clearer, soon made it disappear, it seemed to shc
itself to the tians, merely to wars them of the overflowin
which soon followed.

They then gave this star two names having a very natural relation
the helps they borrowed therefrom. It warned them of the dange:
whereupon they called it Thaaut or Thayaut, the dog ; they called
also the barker, the monitor, in Egyptian, Anubis; in Phenician, Ha:
nobech ; which, by-the-by, shows the analogy there was betwe:
these two langunies, notwithstanding the diversity of many word
though chiefly in the pronounciation, which made them appear qui
different. e connection of this star and the rising of the rive
caused the people to call it commonly the Nile-star, or barely tl
Nile. In Egyptian and in Hebrew, Sihor; in Greek, Seirio
in Latin, Sirius. The Egyptians gave it besides, but in latter time
the name of Sothis or Thotes, which is the same with his other nam
Thot, the dog, with a different pronunciation.

The inhabitants, retiring into their towns on the warning of tt
northern wind and the dog-star, remained idle for two months or mor
till the waters were perfectly drained. Therefore the prudence of tt
Egyptians, before the overflowing, chiefly consisted in observing tt
termination of the vernal winds, the return of the northerly which b
gan with the summer, and at last the rising of the dog-star, whic
circumstance was to them the mos¢ remarkable point of the heavens.

During their inaction, after the rising of the river beyond its bank:
their attention was directed to the observance of the return of the soutt
erly winds, more moderate than those of the spring, and which facilite
ted the flowing of theriver towards the Mediterranean, by the cor
formity of their blowing with its direction, which is from south t
north ;* also to measuring the depth of the river, in order to regulat
their husbandry according to the quantity of mud, which was alway
proportioned to the degree of the increase. '

.I will here remark, that the Anubis or Dog-Star, so useful to th
ancient Egyptians, is the Blazing-Star of masoury; and, altbough th

Eg: See Plutarch de Isid. and, Osiris.; also M. De Mallet’s description ¢
YPt.
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craft ave ignoraat of its origin as a masonic symbol, they are actually
taught the moral drawn from its original emblematical use.

¢ The blazing-star represents that prudence which ought to appear con~
spicuous in the conduct of every mason; but is more especially com-
memorative of the star which appeared in the east, to guide the wise men
of Bethlehem, to proclaim’the birth and the presence of the Son of God.”>
(Allyn, p. 47.)

‘What connection can possibly exist between a star and prudence, ex-
cept allegorically in reference to the caution that was indicated to the
Egyptians by the first appearance of this star, which warned them of
approaching danger?

r. Converse, in his explanation of the intention of this emblem in
his Symbolical Chart observes, ‘ Approaching evil is frequently averted
by a friendly admonition.” Pluche, in a part of his work not quoted
above, says, “The names given to this public sign were Anubis the dar-
ker, the giver of advices, or Thaut the dog.””> The meaning then that
has been handed down to masons of their blazing-star, completely iden-
tifies it with the Anubis the dog-star.

The advice given to the ancient Egyptians by this star was undoubt-
edly very important to them, but it cannot be of the least advantage to
the masons of Europe or America.

As to the allusion to the star that guided the wise men to Bethlehem,
every intelligent and candid mason, will acknowledge its absurdity ; be-
cause he must know, that the principles and dogmas of freemasonry, con-
tained in the ancient mysteries from which it is derived, existed long
before the birth of Jesus Christ,

Webb, in his ¢ Monitor,” says, ¢ The Mosaic pavement is emble-
matic of human life, chequered with good and evil; the beautiful border
which surrounds jt, those blessings and comforts which surround us, and
which we hope to obtain by a faithful reliance on divine providence, which
is heroglyphically represented by the blazing-star in the centre.”

T'his symbol is peculiarly, if not exclusively, applicable to the Egyptians
who inbabited the Delta, who by placing a reliance upon the warning
providently given by this star, and in consequence retiring to the high-
ground with the produce of their agriculture, might enjoy the comforts
that surrounded them.

The same necessity which rendered the Egyptians astronomers,
made them also painters and writers. The inspection of the heavens
had taught them at last how to regulate their tillage, so strangely crossed
by that disposition which was peculiar to Egypt. The castom of giv-
ing symbolical names to the objects that served them as rules, most
paturally led them to delineate in & rude manner the figures of these
symbols, in order to inform the nation of the works in common to be
done, and of the annual events with regard to which it was dangerous
to misreckon. This service was performed by a number of persons
appointed for that purpose and maintained at the public expence,
whose duty it was to study thg revolutions and aspects of \nehenvexly
bodies, ;nd to communicate the necessary information {0 he peopie. .
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Sach is the original of the sacerdotal order so ancient in Egypt; the
chief functions of which always were the study of the heavensand the
# ions of the motions of the air. Such is the origin of the
famous tower where that company was lodged, and where the charac-
ters of the several works and the symbols of the public regulations
were carefully delineated. Which symbols appeared in time very
mysterious, when the meaning of them was forgotten. That
tower, the structure of which has caused so much criticism, was at
that time, without any affectation of mystery, called the Labyrinth,
that is, the tower, the .

Now, if we would in a reasonable manner unriddle some of the
most usual of the Egyptian symbols, we ought to consult the wants
of the Egyptian colony. It is there we are naturally to look for the
meaning of the figures which were exposed to the eyes of the whole
nation assembled.

The hawk and the hoop were the names and the symbolical figures
given the two winds, the return whereof the Egyptians were most
concerned to observe. The hawk signified the Etesian northerly wind,
which, in the beginning of the summer, drives the vapours towards
the south, and which covering Ethiopia with thick clouds, there re~
solves them into rains, and makes the Nile swell all along its course.
The hoop, on the contrary, signified the southerly wind which pro-
moted the draining of the waters, and the return of which proclaimed
the measuring of the lands and the time of sowing, I must here pro-
duce some analogy, and some peculiar resemblance, between & hawk
and a northerly, and a hoop and a southerly wind.

Naturalists observe that the hawk delights in the north ; but that at

, the return of mild weather, and when she casts her feathers, she makes
southward with her wings spread, and looks towards the place whence
‘& warm air comes, which may assist the falling of her own feathers, and
* restore her the beauties of youth. In times of the remotest antiquity,
and even before Moses, the Arabians, who were the neighbours l[li
3 allies of the Egyptians, had an idea of the hawk in all respects like
that which naturalists give us. In the conversation which God had
- with Job, and in which he shows that it is not man but the Creator,
“who, by a special providence, has varied all the parts of nature, and
to good purpose has regulated the inclinations of aniwals: Does the
hawk, says he to him, by thy wisdom shake her old feathers, to get rid
of them, and stretch her wings towards the south? (Job, 39. 29.)
This bird, then, on account of the direction of its flight at the return
of the heats, was the most natural emblem of the annual wind, which
blows from north to south about the summer solstice, and which on
accoufit of the effects of this direction was of so great importance to
the Egyptians.
~ _The hoop, on the contrary, makes her way from south to north.
Ske lives upon the small worms, an infinite number of which ave
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wtched in the mud of the Nile. (Diod. Sic, Bibliothee. lib. 1.) She
akes her flight from Ethiopia into Higher Egypt, and from thence
owards Memphis, where the Nile divides. She always follows the
ourse of the Nile, as it retires within its banks, quite down to the
ea. From this method of hers, she was perfectly fit to characterize
he direction of the south wind.*

The warning given by the dog-star being their most important con-
ern, the ptians from its rising anciently dated the beginning of
heir year, and the whole series of their feasts, Wherefore, instead of
e%r:senting it under the form of a star, which might not distinguish
t another, they delineated it under the figure relative to its func-
ion and name. They called it the star-dog, the door-keeper, the star
vhich o or shuts, closing one year, as it were, and opening ano-
her. hen they had a mind to express the renewal of the year, they
epresented it under the form of a !door-keeper, easy to be distin-
raished by the attribute of a key ; or else they gave it two heads back
0 back ; the one of an old man, which marked the expiring year, and
he other of a young oue, which denoted the new.

When the people were to be warned of the time of their retreat at
he approach of the inundation, instead of the two heads they then put
o the shoulders of a human body the head of a dog. The attributes
r subordinate symbols, added thereto, were the explication of the
rarning it gave. It was in order to give the Egyptians to understand
1ey were to take with them a store of provisions, and repair with all
peed to the high ground, or their raised terraces, and there to remain
juiet by the water side, that Anubis had on his arm a kettle or por-
idge pot, wings on his feet, in his right hand, or under his arm a large

* A passage in Shakspeare’s Hamlet secems evidently to allude to the hawk
nd hoop, or hoopoe, of Egypt, Hamlet says, “ My uncle-father and aunt-
1other are deceived.” G. “In what, my lord?” Ham. “I am but mad
orth-north-west: when the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a hand-
ww.’’ Thomas Capell, editor of the Oxford edition of Shakspeare,changes
andsaw to hernshaw, which renders the passage intelligible. Hernsbaw,

r hern, is but another name for heron, of which there are various species;
1e tufted or crowned heron is also denominated hoopoe, This kind is very
we in Europe, but in Africa they associate in great numbers. They feed
pon worms, and in Egypt follow, as above stated, the retreat of the Nile.
ee Rees's Cycl. . ¢

Hamlet, though feigning madness, yet claims sufficient sanity to distin-
uish a hawk from a hernshaw, when the wind is southerly—that is, in the
me of the migration of thelatter to the north, and when the former is not
» be seen.

If1t be said that Shakspeare was not probably acquainted with the customs
fthese migrating birds of Egypt, I answer, that several of the works of Plu-
wreh, who gives a particular account of that country, were translated into

by Thomas North, in about the middle of the sixteenth cenkury,
lno Evm koown t0 Shakspeare, whose Hamlet waa fivet pukined.
2 1596.—Eprr,
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feather, and behind him a tortoise or duck, both amphibious ap
which live on the earth and by the water side.

The Egyptians expressed the several increases of tneir sw
river, by a column marked, with one, two, or three lines in fomn
cross, and surmounted with a circle, the symbol of God, to ¢
terize providence, which governs this important operation.
commonly, instead of a column, they made use of a pole term
like a T, or crossed with one or more transverse pieces. To 8
these remarks, they were often contented with one small cross, 1
Pput upon a vessel or elsewhere, might signify the increase of the

It 1s certain that the Mikias, or column marked as above :
to signify the progress of the water, became in Egypt the ordinm
of the deliveranoce from evil. They hung it on the neck of sick p:
and put it into the hand of all beneficial deities. Mr Gordon,
tary of the society for the encouragement of learning, has givex
the seventh plate of his collection, the amulets and preservatives
he has observed in the Egyptian monuments ; many of which a
fectly like the measure of the Nile.

They painted the devastation made by the overflowing water
the figure of a dragon, of a crocodile, & hippopotamus, or a wate)
ster, which they called Ob,* that is, swelling, an overflowing
which they afterwards called Python, the enemy.t

Another method of communicating to the people information r¢
ing the inundation, seems to have been by publicly exposing
vessels or measures, being pitchers of unequal capacities, well
to the people without any proclamation or messengers, which
to show them the increase and diminution of the Nile. Two
persuade me that this is the meaning of these vessels or bulgin
sures, so commonly found in the Egyptian monuments. One¢
name given them: the other is the attributes annexed. Th¢
canob or canopus given to these vessels, is grounded on the us(
of them. Cunob signifies the fathom of the dragon, the mea
the overflowing. From cane, a perch, a fathom, a rod, or ¢
measure ; and from ob, the dragon.

The canopi are very commonly terminated by one or two ¢

*

ob. Levit. 20, v. 27.

Mount Cassius, to the foot of which the inundation of the Nile ea
a little above the ancient city of Pelusium, or the modern Damietta,
its name from a word which signifies the bound, or term, of thisinun
and the sandy coast near it was called Cassiobe, for the same reason
it was because the lake Sirbon, or Sirbonis, which is near it, was stil
the remains of the inundation when Egypt was quite dry, that it v
Python had gone to die in this lake, It was moreover so fall of bitur
of oily or combustible matters, that it was imagined that Jupiter b
mmdr Jhim with & thunderbolt, which filled all the grest mora
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The top of the vase is also oftentimes surmounted with several birds’
heads, to signify and characterise the several winds which they know,
and which either assisted or retarded the increase or the lowering of
the waters ; sometimes they put upon the canopus the head of a dog,
to signify the state of the river, or the time of the rising of the dog-
star. At another time they put thereon the head of a maid, to mark .
out the state of the Nile under the sign of the Virgin, and at the ap- ;
proach of the draining or retiring of the water. !

It appears that the ancient Egyptians, after they had ascertained the
great bentfit of the inundation when they were properly prepared for it, |
changed the name of their Evil Genius, the Water Monster, from 05,*
to Python ; which had reference to the deadly effects of the miasmata
arising from the stagnant waters left upon the low lands after the retiring
of the inundation, *“Ovid makes the serpent Python spring from the steams
of the mud which the deluge had left upon the earth; and in this he is
plainly making making an allusion to Typhon, whose name is the same
by a simple transposition. In making Python spring from from the slime
of the deluge, does not the poet point out thereby the noxious steams
which rise in Egypt after the waters of the Nile have subsided. Tn
fine, when he says that Apollo slew him with his arrows, does he not con-
ceal, under this emblem, the victory of Orus over Typhon, or at least the
triumph of the sunbeamsover the vapors of the Nile ?” (Mayo’s Mith.
vol. ii. p. 47.) Python, says Bailey, is derived from pytko, Gr. to putrify.
The serpent Python’s being slain by Apollo is thusinterpreted : by Python
is understood the ruing of waters ; but Apollo (that is, the sun) dispersing
the vapors by his arrows (that is, his beams), slew this serpent.

Typhus, a_species of continued fever, has the same origin. ¢ It may
be occasioned (says Hooper, in his Medical Dict.) by the efluvia arising
from either animal or vegetable substances in & decayed or putrid stute;
and hence it is, that in low and marshy countries it is apt to be prevalent,
when intense and sultry beat quickly succeeds any great inundation.”

The convenience of that language, which rendered itself intelligible
to the eyes, and in some seuse made animals and even stones them-
selves to speak, by degrees became more common. It was extended
to every thing. The symbolical writing soon served as the rule of

The descendants of Africa, in the West Indies, still retain the name of
ob; or obi, by whose aid they pretend to ma:ical powers.—EDIT.

The custom of conveying moral instruction by symbolical figures has
descended to the masons, that is, a show of it {& kept up by them, but without
being serlously regarded. 'The practice is now a mere dead letter; showing,
however, the force of habit in continuing a custom no longer needed Too
wuch light is now abroad in the world to require the square and compasses
to direct men in their duties. The continuance of these old practices, not- \ .
withstanding, is of use in pointing out the origin of the jnatituXion tnek co- -
serves them.—EDIT.

a e
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morals, as well as the regulation of husbandry. It was made use of
to perpetrate among the 'ﬁeople, the knowledge of the most important
truths, and to inculcate their principal duties.t

The character of the Egyptian writing designed to signify God, was
not a simple flame or blaze, as was the general usage of the east, but
a circle, or rather a sun. They added to the circle, or solar globe,
several marks or attributes, which served to characterize so many dif-
ferent perfections. For instance, in order to indicate that the Supreme
Being is the author and preserver of life, they annexed to the circle
sometimes two points of flame, but more commonly one or two ser-
pents. This animal was always, among the Egyptians, as in other
countries, the symbol of life and health. Not because the serpent
makes itself look young again, by every year casting its old skin, but
because among most of the Eastern nations, as the Phenicians, He-
brews, Arabians, and others, with the language of whom that of Egypt
had an affinity, the word %eve or heva equally signifies the life, and &
serpent. The name of kim who is, the great name of God, Jov, ar
Jehovah, thence draws its etymology. Heve, or the name of the com-
mon mother of mankind, comes likewise from the same word.

It is from this word that the Latins made their @vum, the life and the
ave, which is a wish of good health.

St. Clement of Alexandria, observes, that the word heva, which is
known to signify the life, likewise signifies a serpent. And it is barely
on a double meaning of the word hevi or heva, that the metamorphosis
of Cadmas and Hermione into serpents is grounded, (Ovid, Metam.)
They were of the country of the Hevians.

Macrobius has informed us that the serpent was an emblem of health,
salutis draco, speaking of Esculapius. When Moses lifted up a
brazen serpent in the wilderness, the afflicted Hebrews understood,
that it was a sign of preservation.*

To express the wonderful fecundity of providence, they added to the
symbolical circle the figures of the most fl:uilful plants, and most com-
monly two or three large leaves of the banana-tree.

The solar year.— Osiris.
The year relates to three principal objects. To the course of the
sun, the order of the feasts to each season, and to the works in common

to be done. Let us begin with the symbols of the sun.
That luminary, as it was the grandest object in nature, had also its

*Inoneof the modern degrees of masonry, entitled ¢ The Brazen Serpent,
the jewel is a serpent entwined npon a cross pole, in form of a T, about
which are the Hebrew characters—which signify, one who shall live. The
covered word is John Ralph, the founder of this degree. The sacred word
is Moses, This degree has reference to the deliverance of the Israelites
from captivity. (Benard, )}—EDIT.
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m{-rdnrm or mark in the symbolical writing. It was called
iris. This word, according to the most judicious and most learned
among the ancients,* signified the inspector, the coachman, or the
leader, Zhe king, the guide, the moderator of the stars, the soul of the
world, the governor of nature. From the energy of the terms of which
it was composed, it signified in general the governor of the earth,
which amounts to the same sense. And it is because they gave that
name and function to the sun, that it was expressed in their writing
sometimes by the figure of & man bearing a sceptre, sometimes by that
of a coachman carrying a whip, or plainly by an eye.t

They were often contented with setting down the marks of his dignity,
such as a sceptre surmounted with an eye, or a sceptre with a serpent
twined round it, the symbol of life which the sun maintains, or barely
the whip and the sced[:tre united ; sometimes the royal cap of Osiris on
a throne, with or without a sceptre.

The Egyptians every where saw, and especially in the place of their
religious assemblies, a circle or the figure of the sun. lgear the sun,
over the head of the symbolical figures, were seen sometimes one or
two serpents, the symbol of life, sometimes certain foliages the symbols
of the bounties of nature ; sometimes scarabeus’s wings the emblem of
the variations of the air. All these things being connected with the
object of their adorations, they entertained a sort of veneration for the
serpent, which they besides saw honourably placed in the small chest
that was the memorial of the state of the first men, and the other cere=
monies whose meaning began to be lost.

Having already contracted a habit of confounding the Most High
with the sun, they by little and little mistook the symbol itself of the
. sun, the Osiris, the moderator of the year, for a man. Osiris, from

the letter or symbolical personage he was before, becoming in the minds
" of the people a real person, a man who had formerly lived amon,
them, they made his history to relate to the attributes which attende
the . So soonas Bg{ptwu sessed with the ridiculous notion,,
that the statues of Osiris, Isis, and Horus, which served to regulate
society, by their respective significations, were monuments of their
founders ; that Osiris had lived in Egypt, and had been interred there,
they framed stories agreeable to this belief. For want of a tomb con-
taining in reality the body of Hammond or Osiris, they were contented
with a cenotaph, an empty tomb. A vast concourse of people gathered

® Platarch de Isid, and Isirid, and Macrob, Dux and princeps, moderator
, reliquorum, mens mundi, and emperatio.

+ “Eye and son are expressed by the same word in most of the ancient
s of Asia,” (Ruins p. 159.)

This is one of the emblems of masonry called the all seeing eye, and said
to represent the true God; whereas it is nothing more than a symbol of the
sun made use of by the ancient Fgyptians, and from them descended w \he
masons. —Edit.
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near these pretended tombs, and with pomp celebrated an ammusl feast
there. Plutarch often mentions the feasts of Osiris’ tomb, and in-
forms us, that when the Egyptians were reproached with placing in
heaven gods whose tombs they showed, their reply was, that the bodies
of these gods had been embalmed and interred in Egypt; but that
their souls resided among the stars.
These tombs, though merely representative, were become anecessary
of the ceremonial. The Cretians, being of Egyptian extraction,
mtheir own feast of Osiris or Jehov, the feast of their god, and of
.course the empty tomb was inseparable from that solemnity.*

Dcath and Resurrection of Osiris.

The author here gives a complex figure, copied from the collection of
Mountfaucon, and which, he says, is painted on & mummy at the Austin-
f£riar’s of La Place des Victoires, representing the death and resurrection
of Osirls, and the beginning, progress, and end of the inundation of fthe
Nile. .

The sign of the lion is transformed into a couch, upon which Osh¥s is
laid out as dead; under which are four canopi of various capacities, indt-
cating the state of the Nile at different periods. The first is terminated
by the head of the dog-star, which gives warning of tbe approach of the
overflow of the river; the second by the head of the hawk, the symbol ot
the Etesian wind, which tends to swell the waters ; the third by the head
of a Heron, the sign of the south wind, which contributes to prope] the
water into the Mediterranean sea; and the fourth by that of the Virgin,
which indicates that when the sun had passed that sign, the inundation
would have nearly subsided.

To the above is superadded a large Anubis, who with an emphatic gestare,
torning towards Isis who has an empty throne on ber head, intimatas that
the sun, by the aid of the lion, had cleared the difficult pass of the tro
of Cancer, and was now in the sign of the latter, and, aitho’ in a state of
-exhaustion, would soon be in a condition to proceed on his way to the
South ; at the same time, gives to the husbandman the important wamn!
-of retiring to avoid the inundation. The empty throne is indicative of its
being vacuted by the supposed death of Osiris,

The ruising of grand master Hiram, in the third degree of Masonry, by
ibe “grip or paw of the Lion,”” (the terms psed in that operation) who,
as the story goes, had been murdered by three fellows of the craft, is
evidently copied from this fable of tbe death and resurrection of Osiris.
The position of the master Mason, when in the act of raising Hiram, is
a fac simile of that of Apubis over the body of Osiris,

Mr. Pluche seems not to have had an adequate conception of the fabled
-death of Osiris, and consequently to have mistaken the purport of the

* The coffin of Hiram has a place among the emblematical fgures of
masonry.—Edit.
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figures now under consideration, I therefore offer the foregoing explans-
tion as the result of my investigation of the subject.

M. Pluche candidly acknowledges that he had doubts of his understand-
fng the fntention of the picture which he endeavours to expound ; for he
say#, immediately after giving his explanation, ¢ But it would be a rash~
ness in me to presame to write any longer in Egyptian, when I am not as
yet over sure of my skill in reading it. Let us first of all confirm ourselves
therein, and again try the application of our principles to some other
monuments.” He adds, in a note, * We shall in another place explain
why this figure is used about a dead body, when we show how the sense of
these symbols came to be perverted.”

This he afterwards atterapts to do as follows ;—

¢ Thus being gradually come to ascribing divinity, and offering thefr
worship to the ruler, representing the functions of the sun, they to com-
plete the absurdity, took him for the first of their kings. Thence this odd
mixture of three inconsistent notions, I mean of God, of the Sun, and of
a dead man, which the Egyptians perpetually confounded togetber.’’

The cause of their thus confounding them is easily accounted for, when
the supposed death of Osiris, the sun, and God of the Egyptians, is taken
into consideration.

It must be understood that the sun was supposed to be in insurmountable
difficalties at both the solstices, which caused as great lamentations as his
victories and reappearances afterwards, did rejoicings. What led to these
apprehensions when he was in the summer solstice, is well explained in
Rees’s Cyclopedia, as follows ;—

¢ Orus ot Horus,* a famous Deity of Egypt, which, as well as Osirls.
was ain émblem of the sun. Macrobius, who informs us why the Greeks
gave Horus the name of Apollo, says, in the mysteries (Saturn, lib. 1,)
tHEY discover us a secret which ought to be inviolable, that the sun arrived
& the upper hemisphere, is called Apollo. Hence we may infer, that
this emblematical Deity was no other than the star of day, passing through
the signs of sammer. As Apoilo among the Greeks was called the Horus
of the Egyptians, as to his skill both in Medicive and divination, he was

as the same person, and called by the ancients Horus-Apollo.4

The Allegory of Horus has been thus explained. The wind Rkamsin
makes great ravages in Egypt in the spring, by raising whirlwinds of
burning sands, which suffocate travellers, darken the air, and cover the
face d‘ the Sun, so as to leave the earth in perfect obscurity. This circum-
stance represents the death of Osiris, and the reign of Typhon When
the sun approaches the sign of the lion, he chunges the state of the at-
bere, disperses these tempests, and restores the northerly winds,
which drive before them the malignant vapors, and preserve in Egypt
coolness and salubrity under a burning sun. This is the triamph of Horus
over Typhon, and his glorious reign. As some natural philosophers have |
acknowledged the influence of the moon over the state of the atmosphere,

® Authors write this name differently: in the Greek, from which it seems
%0 be copied, the first letter, omega, is aspirated. —Edit.
4 *¢Orus was more particularly Osirls in his second state, and therefore
represented by the Egyptians as a child.”—(Holwell’s Myth.}—Ra.
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united her with this god to drive away the usurper from the throne.
The priests considering Osiris as the father of time, might bestow the name
of his son on Horus, who reigned three months in the year.

Jablonski, who has interpreted the epithet of Arueri, which the Egyp.
tians gave to Horus, pretends that it signifies efficacious virtue, These
expressions perfectly characterize the phenomena which happened during
the reign of this god. It is in summer, in fact, that the sun manifests all
bis powers in Egypt. It is then that he swells the waters of the river
with rains, exhaled by him in the air and driven against the summit of the
Abyssinian Mountains ; it is then that the husbandman reckons on the
treasures of agriculture, It was natural for them to honour him with the
name of Arueri, or efficacious virtue, to mark these auspicious effects.”’—
(Savery’s Letters in Egypt), ete.

The reasons which the inhabitants of northern climates have for lament-
ing the absence of the sun when in the southern hemisphere, is thus
beautifully portrayed by Dupuis :—

¢ We have, in our explanation of the labours of Hercules, considered
the sun principally as the potent star, the depository of all the energies
of nature, who creates and measures time by his march through the
heavens, and who, taking his departure from the summer solstice or
the most elevated point of his route, runs over the course of the twelve
signs in which the celestial bodies move, and with them the different
iods or revolutions of the stars, under the name of Osiris or of
cchus, we shall see this beneficent star, who, by his heat, in spring,
calls forth all the powers of generation; who governs the growth of
plants and of trees; who ripens the fruits, and who dispenses to all
seeds that active sap which is the soul of vegetation, and is the true
character of the Egyptian Osiris and the Greek Bacchus. It is above
all in spring-time that his humid generator developes itself, and circu-
lates in all the rising productions ; and it is this sun, by its heat that
impels its movements and gives it fertility.
¢ We may distinguish two points in the heavens which limit the
duration of the creative action of the sun, and these two points are
those where the nightand the day are of equal length. All the grand
work of vegetation, in a great ; art of northern climates, appears to be
comprised between these two limits, and its progressive march is
“found to be in proportion to that of light and heat. Scarcely has the
sun, in his annual route, attained one of these points, than an active
and prolific force ?{;etm to emanate from his rays, and to communi-
cate movement and life to all sublunary bodies, which he brings to
light by a new organization, It is then that the resurrection of
the great God takes place, and, with his, that of all nature, Havi
arrived at the opposite point, that power seems to abandon him, an
nature becomes sensible of his weakness. It is Atys, whose mutila-
tion Cybele deplored! it is Adonis, wounded in the virile trn:, of
which Venus regretted the loss; it is Osiris, precipitated in the tomb
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ll',’ 'l;yphon, and whose organs of generation the disconsolate Isis never
oun

. k

¢ What picture more effectual to render man sorrowful than that of *
the earth when, by the absence of the sun, she finds herself deprived
of her attire, of her verdure, of her foliage, and when she offers to our

d only the wreck of plants dried up or turned to putrefaction, of
naked trunks, of arid lands without culture, or covered with snow ; of
rivers overflowed in the fields, or chained in their bed by the ice, or of
violent winds that overturn mthing. What has me of thut
happy temperature which the enjoyed in the spring and duri
the summer? that harmony of the elements, which was in accord wi
that of the heavens ? that richness, that beauty of our fields loaded with
grain and fruits, or enamelled with flowers whose odour perfumed the
air, and whose variegated colors presented a spectacle so ravishing ? All
has disappeared, and the happiness of man has departed with the god,
who, by his presence, embellished our climes ; his retreat has plun;
lt‘he earth into mourning from which nothing but his return can free

er.

“He was then the creator of all these benefits, since we are deprived
of them by his departure! he was the soul of vegetation, since it lan-
guished and ceased as soon as he quitted us. What will be the term
of his flight and of his descent into other regicms? Is he going to re-
. E:;nse nature into the eternal shade of chaos, from whence his presence

rawn it 7’

¢ Such were the inquietudes of these aneient people, who, seeing the
sun retiring from their climate, feared that it might one day happen that
he would abendon them altogether : from thence arose the feasts of
Hope, celebrated at the winter solstice, when they saw this star check
his movement, and change his route to return towards them. But if
the hope of his approach was so sensibly felt, what joy would not be

ienced when the sun, already remounted towards the middle of
heaven, had chased before him the darkness which had encroached
upon the light and usurped a part of its empire.* Then the equili-
brium of the day and the night is re-established, and with it the order
of nature. A new order of things as beautiful as the first recommences,
and the earth, rendered fruitful by the heat of the sun, who had renewed

s~

¢ [ will kere remark, that all the talk put into the mouth of masonic can-
didates about * wanting light and more light,” relates to a physical and
not to a mental benefit : it has reference to the light of the sun. In fact, on
taking the bandage from the eyes of a candidate the blaze of many tapers is
exhibited before him in satisfuction of his desires, with this declaration of
the master, ‘“ And God said let there be light, and there was light.” These
ceremonies are emblematical of the sun’s return to the northern hemisphere
—EDIT,



26 DOGMAS AND CUSTOMS OF

" “the vigor of youth, embellishes herself under the rays of the lord.”

{Abrege de I'Origine de tous les Cultes, p. 142.)
The civil year— Isis.

We might here reasonably enough call the order of the feasts the
-ecclesiastical yedr, since they were religious assemblies. But this order
of the days appointed for working or for religious purposes being the
zule of society, we shall call it the civil vear.

The figure of the man, who rules over everything on earth, had been
thought the most proper emblem to represent the sun, which enlivens

"4l nature: and when they wanted a characteristic of the production

of the earth, they pitched upon the other sex. The changes of nature,
the succession of seasons, and the several productions of the earth,
which no doubt were the subject of the common thanksgivings, might
ensily be expressed by the several dresses given this woman.*

" When the sacrifice was intended to be made in the day, Isis was

- idressed in white, butif in the night she was dressed in black. They

teEwL e L.

put a sickle in her hand to denote thetime of harvest. When the pur-
Pose of a feast was to remind the people of the security afforded by their

¢ ¢ On comparing the different exglmﬂﬁons given by Plutarch, and other
ancient writers, it will appear that Osiris is the type of the active, generating
and beneficent force of nature and the elements; Isis, on the contrary,is
the passive force, the power of conceiving and bringing forth into life in the
sublunary world. Osiris was particularly adored in the sun, whose rays
vivify and impart new warmth to the earth,and who on his annual return
in the spring, appearsto create anew all organic bodies. Isis was the earth
or sublunary nature, in general ; or, in & more confined sense, the soil of
Egypt inundated by the Nile, the principle of all fecundity, the goddess of
ﬁzemtion and production. United to one another, Osiris and Isis typify
universal being, the soul of nature, the Pantheus of the Orphic verses. ¢

“ The Egyptians solemnized, at the new moon of Phamenoth (March,) the
entrance of Osiris into the moon, which planet he wasbelieved to fecundate
that it might in tarn fecundate the Earth, (Plut. de Is et 0s.) Finally, on
the 30th, of Epiphi, (24th of July) the festival of the Birth of Horus took
place, (of Horus the representative of Osiris, the conqueror of Typhon,) in
the second great period,”—Anthon’s Lemp. Class, Dict. Art. Isis.) -

The first conquest of Osiris over Typhon was at the winter solstice, and
then the birth o‘} arenewed sun was celebrated ; the second conquest, as above
stated, was attributed to Horus, Apollo, as before observed, was the name
given to the sun when in the northern hemisphere, or at least after his pass-
ing the summer solstice.

One of the grand festival days of masons is on the 24th of June. The
<ause of this variation from the ancient custom arises from the procession of
the equinoxes, which has caused the northern solstice to occur on that day,
when the sun isin the sign Cancer; whereas it wasin Leo (July 24th) that
this solstice took place in ancient times during 2160 years. This is the rea-
son why the Egyptians consecrated this animal to the sun, while in its full

and as the forerunner of the snmmer solstice, of the rise of the
Nile and its succeeding overflow, which caused the fertility of Egypt.—See
“ Trath drawn from Fables,” by Dr. Constantio.
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dwellings, Isis was crowned with small towers.* To intimate the win-
ter neomenia, the head of Isis was covered with little fillets and with
skins sewed together ; sometimes with feathers ranged one over the other
or with small shells neatly set by each other.t There were sometimes
on the head of Isis a craw-fish or crab, sometimes the horns of a wild goat,
according as they had a mind to signify either the entering of the sun
to the sign cancer, or the feast that was solemnized at his enteri
wto that of capricon. In Egypt, where the inhabitants can wi
@ertainty judge of the product of the year by the state of the river, they
imed a plentiful crop by surrounding Isis with a multitude of
ts ; on the contrary, when the presage of fertility was not favor-
able, they exposed an Isis with a single breast; thereby to wamn the
people, to make amends for the smallness of the harvest - by the culture
of vegetables, or by son.e other industry.

All these changes had each its peculiar meaning, and Isis changed
her dress as often as the earth.

Next to the symbolical king, or the emblem of the sun, the E p-
tians had no figure that appeared more frequently in their assemblies
than Isis, the symbol of the earth, or rather the sign of the feasts
that were successively characterized by the productions of the earth in
each season.

In looking for the origin of this woman, they ran into the same mis-
take which had caused them to take the governor of the earth, the sym-
bol of the sun, for Ammon their cémmon father. Isis was looked upon
as his wife : she partook of the titles of her husband ; and being in
their opinion raised to a real person and a considerable power, they
invoked her with confidence ; they gave her the honorable titles of the
Lady, the Queen, the Governess, the common Mother, the Queen of
heaven and earth.}

‘What contributed ‘most to seduce the Egyptians, was "the frequent
joining of & crescent or a full moon to the head-dress of Isis. Thence
they took occasion to give it out that Osiris’ wife, the common mother
of the Fgyptians, had the moon for her dwelling place.

« It was formerly a general custom to make sacrifices and public
Pprayers upon eminent places, and more especially in groves to shelter

® Itis a little remarkable, that one of the significations given to tower, is
READ-DRESS,—EDIT. .

1 This is Mosaic-work, and wasno dounbt intended to represent in anticipa-
tion the variegated face of the earth inthe approaching season, after the sun
bad changed his course to return to the northern hemisphere — EDIT.

t The an Catholics seem to have borrowed from the Egyptians the
style of their address to the Virgin Mary, which is as follows :—

# Holy Mary—Holy Mother of God—Mother most amiable—Mystical rose
~Tower of David—Tower of ivory—Gate of Heaven—Morning star—Queen
of Angels—Queen of Virgins—Queen of all Saints,” etc.—Edit.
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the people from the heat of the sun. When the Isis which proclaimed
the mtt, and whose figures were one of the finest parts of the ceremo-
nial, was once become the object of it and had been looked upon as the
Jispenser of the goods of the earth, of which she still bore the marks ;
her several representations, which only foreboded abundance and joy,
becoming most ble to the people, always eager and credulous on
that head, the false sense attributed to these figures made them pass
for the surest means of obtaining plentiful harvests. These images were
wonhipged with solemnity an glaced in the finest woods. Crowds of
ple flocked to the religious feasts of the lovely queen who loaded
em with blessings. No doubt they had everything from hes. The
coolness and beauty of the place where she was worshipped, had no
less an influence on the assistants than the attire of the goddess, and
instead of calling her the queen of heaven, they often styled her the
gueen of the groves .

She also became the queen of herds Asteroth, the great fish, or
m of fishes, Adirdagal, or by way of excellence the queen of

cta Appherudoth,

The Greeks softened the sound of these words, and gave them the
inflection and turn of their own language. The queen of herds became
Astarte ; that of fishes became Atergatis ; and the mother of corn became
the Aphrodite of the Cyprians and the Greeks. The name Appheru-
doth, the mother of harvests, chan%ed into that of Aphrodite, was no’
more than an empty sound void of all meaning. But it seeming to the
Greeks to be derived from a word in their tongue, which signified the
froth of the sea, they thereupon built the wonderful story of the goddess
-engendered of the got.h of the sea, and suddenly springing out of the
bosom of the watery main, to tho great amazement both of gods and men.

They representeg' the Amalcta Aphrodite, the queen of harvest, hold-
ing with her left hand a long goat’s horn, out of which they make ears
of corn, vegetables, and fruits to spring. She had a sickle or some
other attribute in her right hand ; and thus they united without any
reason the mark of the opening of the harvest, together with the horn of
the wild goat, which signified anciently the end of all harvests, and the
ieginning of winter. is is then the plain original of the horn of
abundance, and of the Amalthean goat. That horn being always full,
Sn privilege it evidently had) could not proceed from a goat which had

one some important service to mankind. They contrived that this
goat had been nurse to Jupiter. But the god and the nurse are both
alike. The one existed as little as the other. This single instance is
fully sufficient to prove that most of the tales of the poets are little
stories grounded on quibbles of the same kind, and invented only to
thave something to say upon figures always mented at certain feasts,
IJ:& ;o longer nndentoocfo They made all figures 8o many tute-

eities.
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tommon people have at all times and in all countries been fond
ibles, equivocations, and Jmns. If the change of I;Aiure has
ade several gods of one and the same symbol diversified, a sim-~
ety of names, nay the difference of pronunciation, has more
1ce produced a like multiplicity. e Isis mistaken for the
f heaven, or for the moon, was called Echet, Hecate, or A-
he only, the excellent (Inter iines luna minores.) Among
rople of Syria, the same symbol, by a slight inflection of name,
es Achot, the sister. Thesame whom they had already made
:of Jehov, or of the sun, or of Jupiter, (for these are still but
came also his sister.

—Ego quae divum incedo regina, Jovisque
Et soror and conjux

ifterwards became the daughter of the same Jupiter ; and then
her of all the gods. All this medley of states and genealogies
y ‘Froceeds from the diversity of the attributes and names given
nd the same symbol.

not more difficult to guess, how the same Diana is sometimes
iwial deity, sometimes the moon, and sometimes the queen of
3y her first institution she had a relation to the earth, and mar-
1er productions. The false interpretation that was given to
tent and the full moon which she bore over her head to pro- -
1e feasts, caused her to be taken for the moon; and at last the
ring which she remains invisible, that is, between the last phasis
return of the new, put it beyond all doubt thatshe was gone
a turn in the abode of Ades, or the invisible, that is to the em~
the dead.

what contributed most to the strange notions people framed to
ves of this triceps Hecate, which was at the same time the earth,
on, and the wife of Pluto, is this. So soon as the first phasis
ew moon was perceived in the evening, ministers for that pur-
mnt and proclaimed it in all the cross-ways and public places,
feast of the neomenia was celebrated either that very evening
ext day, according to the institution of places. When the sa-
vas to be made at night, they put an owl near the figure that |
ned it. The Isis then was called Lilith, thatis the owl ; and
bly is the origin of that nocturnal lilith of whom so many tales
en told. A cock was putin the room thereof, when the sacri-
i to be made in the morning. Nothing could possibly be more
or more convenient than this practice. But when the deified
| once been looked upon as a woman, or a queen dwelling in
m, and there governing the heaven in conjunction with Osiris
iis, the proclamation of the return of the new moon, which was
extremely plain before, assumed a mysterious and stately aix.
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Hecate was become invisible for many days; her return was expected
with ceremony. The goddess at last left the empire of the dead, to
come again into the heavens. Imagination had a vast field to explore
here, and Hecate never failing to visit successively those two districts,
it could not be doubted but she ruled both in heaven and in the invisi=
ble abodes. On the other hand, they could not but be sensible of the
pelpable relation she had to the earth and its productions, whereof she
always bore the several marks either on her head or in her hands. She
then became the threefold Diana, (triceps Hecate) which is at one and
sn}me time, the earth, the moon or the lady of heaven, and the queen
of hell.

Ter geminamque Hecaten, tria virginis ora Diane

The ancient proclamation of the new phasis, which was made with
aloud voice, to proclaim the beginning of the neomenia, insensibly
degenerated into loud shrieks, which they gave out of mere superstition
and custom at the entrance of cross streets. They saluted the god-
dess of the dead, at her coming out of the horrid mansions. The musie
and the notions agreed with and suited each other. But the ancient
Proclamation of the neomenia was the origin of those devout and meri-
torious roarings.

Nocturnis Hecate triviis ululata per urbes.

All the heathen antiquity, after it had confounded the symbol of the
new moons and of the feasts relating to the several seasons of the year
with the star that regulates society by its phases, ascribed to the moon
an universal power over all the productions of the earth, and generally
over all the operations of men. They likewise fancied that she was
perfectly well aquainted with future things, and that she never appear-
ed without foreboding by certain marks what was to befall husband-
men, families, and whole kingdoms. People have not as yet fully
shaken off the persuasion they anciently had of the influences and pre-
sages of the moon.

A like respect was paid to the Neomenia, or New Moon, by the Hebrews,
Dr. Adam Clerke, in his history of the ancient Israelites, gives the follow-
ing statements in substance of this matter :—

¢ As the Moon regulates the months, so does the Sun the year. The
division which we make of the year into twelve montbs has no relation
to the motion of the moon. But it was not so with the Hebrews: their
months are lunar, and their name sufficiently shows it. They call them
Jackin, which comes from Jarae, which signifies the moon.

“The moment in which the conjunction between the sun and moon {5
made cap only be known by astr ical calculation, b she does not
then appear ; and as the Hebrows were little skilled in this science, they
began their months at the first phasis, or first appearance of the moon,
wihich required no learning to discover. This was an affair in which the
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great Sanhedrim were concerned, and the different phases of the Moon
were painted upon the hall in whichthey assembled. It belonged to them
to choose men of the strictest probiy, whom they sent to the tops of the
ring mountains, and who no sooner perceived the new Moon, but
they came with all speed, even on the Sabbath day itself, to acquaint the-
Sanbedrim with it. It was the business of that council to ascertain whether
the moon had appeared, and to declare it ; which was done by pronouneing:
these words, the feast of the New Moon, the feast of the New Moon, and all.
the people were informed of it by the sound of trumpets. To which ce-
remony David alludes, when he says blow up the Trumpet in the New-
Moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.—Psalms 81, v. 3.
The masonic pillar Jachin, which represents Isis, the figure of whom
iras exhibited at each neomenis, is undoubtedly derived from Jachin, the
name given by the Hebrews to their months.
Bailey relates some curious customs which formerly prevailed 1n regard
to the moon.
¢ The common people,”” he says, “ in some counties of England are ac-
castomed at the prime of the Moon to say, & ésa Jine Moon, God bless Aer ¢
which some fmagine to proceed from a blind zeal retained from the
ancient Irish, who worshipped the moon, or from a custom in Scotiand,.
rﬁcul&ﬂy in the Highland, where the women make a coustesy to the-
New Moon ; and some English women do still retain a touch of this gen~
tilism, who sitting upon & gate or stile the first night of a moon, say,

“All hail to the Moon, all hail to thse
1 prithee, good Moon, declare to me,.
This night who my husband shall be.”

In New England, where most of the ancient usages of the mother coun-
try have been perpetuated, it is considered an ill omen to observe the first
appearance of the Moon over the left shoulder; but when seen over the-
right, particularly if the beholder has money In his pocket, it isdeemed a.
presage of good luck, It is not unfrequent upon such occasions to prefer a-
petition for what is most desired, and great canfidence is entertained in-
its being granted.

Thus it appears that the Moon has been the innocent cause of much-
superstition from the earliest time to the present day, and that the term.
moon- struck,’’ possesses a legitimate origin.

Harpocrates.

The Egyptians did not fail to put in places consecrated to the public-
exercises of religion the symbol of the prosperities of their tillage.
They placed a figure, sinking under the burden of the goods he had
seaped, in the assembly of all the feasts that were solemnized after the
harvests of corn, wine, fruits, and vegetables. He carried on his head
the natural’ marks of a plentiful harvest, viz. three pitchers of either
wine or beer, surmounted with three loaves, and accompamed Wit

3
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leaves, vegetables, and several fruits. The bread, wine, etc., where
they deck his head, lay immediately on the two great horns of a
goat. They could not possibly mark out in a more simple and

mysterious manner, the perfect plenty which the hus en
in the beginning of winter, when the sun passes under the

Capricom.

e is mo-t commonly seen with a single pitcher instead of i
and with one goat's horn instead of two;* or with the circle acc
panied with large banana leaves, or with some other symbol.
Greek sculptors, who did not much like these enormous head-dre
disposed the whole with more comeliness and decorum. They pl
the goat’s hom in one of the hands of the figure, and made some f
come out of it.

Symbolical Ceremonies. Memorials of past events.

The symbolical writing so commonly and usefully employe:
teach in a compendious and popular manner the most important t1
for the preserving of good manners, and promoting the good of 1
kind, served also from the beginning to preserve the memory of
tories, and publicly to expose the object or the motives of the f
to which some great event had given occasion.

The ancients always opened their festivals and public prayers
woes and lamentations for what they had lost ; though they were !
to conclude the same by a general repast, where singing, the soun
instruments, and joy sueceeded their mourning. Whence it co:
that the cries usual in the most ancient feasts, even those which in
cess of time became expressions of joy, and set forms of acclamat
being traced up to the primitive origin, signify nothing but tears
expressions of grief addressed to Almighty God. Such were the ¢
io Bacche, hevoe Bacché, io triumphé, io pean. This word, io, j
jevoe, hevoe, is the name of God, and signifies the author of lif
that is. Bacché comes from Jechd, tears. Baccoth signifies lame
tions. The women who lament the death of Adonisin Ezekie
called Bacchants, meboccoth, women mourners. Triumphé ¢
from feroweh, which the western nations pronounced triumphe ; t
being no letter whose pronunciation was more difficult and more vs
than the oin. That word triumphe signified groans and sobs. 1
terwards signified the public prayer, and finally the singing of

* Cross's masonic chart represents two cornucopiz or goat's horns, an
piteher; three, however, of the latter, as before obeerved, are used ix
ceremonies.— JEdif.
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mbliub:sdmy be seen Ps. 89.* All these words joined to the
e of , were short expressions by which the people excited
2 other to have recourse to God in their distress, and to direct their
rers and cries to hll;:o The whole of these was like the Latin and
ach expressions, atias, Dieu mercy, adieu.

he object and motivesg:f this moumfulc{)mtiee are more easy to
liscovered among the Egyptians than among the other nations ; not
* because the Egyptians having been less mingled with other peo-
have made fewer alterations in their ancient customs; but also
wuse their practices being strictly connected with public and certain
bols engraved in stone, or carried in ceremony at the feasts, they
e better fixed or less disfigured in Egypt than in other parts of the
Id. There they lamented with Isis the death of the governor which
been taken from them, and killed by a dragon rising from under
ground, and by a water-monster, They then rejoiced for the re-
ection of Osiris ; but he was no longer the same, and had lost his
he Egyptians, and most of the eastern nations, had an allegory
sicture, which became famous, and which is everywhere met with.
‘epresented the water monster slain, and Osiris restored to life; but
re sprang out of the earth hideous figures, who endeavoured to
hrone him. They were monstrous giants, one of which had many
18; another pulled up the largest oaks; and a third had in his hands
fourth of a mountain, which he flung against heaven. They
re all distinguished by some singular attempt, and by frightful
nes, the most known of which were Briareus, Othus, Ephialtes,
celadus, Mimas, Porphyrion, and Rouach or Reechus. Osiris got
better of them; and Horus, after he had been very much abused.
Reechus, happily got rid of his pursuits, by appearing before him
h the jaws and claws of a lion.

. might be th(:fht here to offer a mere fable : but to show that this
are is historical, and that all the personages which compose it are
nany symbols, or significant characters, representing the hardships
the first men, and in particular the unhappy state of husbandry in
1pt, it will be sufficient here to translate the peculiar names given
ach of these giants. Briareus signifies the loss of serenity ; Othus,
diversity of seasons; Ephialtes, great gatherings of clouds; Ence-
18, the havacks of great overflowing waters spread ; Porphyrion,

* Blessed are the people that know tho joyful sound, they shall walk, O
d, in the light of thy countenance. For thou art the glory of their
ngth; and in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. For the Lord is our
mee ; and the holy one of Israel is our king. How long, Lord, wilt thom
o thyself forever?
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the eurthquakes, or the fracture of the land; Mimas, the great rains
and Reechus, the wind.®

As to the figure of Horus, who assumes the head and claws of ;
lion, to rid himself of the wind that ruined all his hopes; it is a sym
bol peculiar to the husbandry of the Egyptians.

Thus the necessei:ly of personifying the objects they wanted to painf
very soon introduced the use of allegorical pictures, and of fabulou
recitals. They at that time could not write otherwise than by delines
ting the figures of the objects intended. But they thought themselve
masters of ordering the whole, in the manner they djudg the fittest t
make an agreeable impression, and to be well understood. The diff
culty of conveying the ideas of intellectual things into the mind by th
eye, first made them have recourse to symbolical figures : the use ¢
these figures afterwards authorised the taste of fictions. But what wa
obscure in them was cleared by the simplicity and propriety of th
names given each piece. I could produce new instances of this in th
fables of Andromeda and Bellerophon, which are Eure allegories, th
interpretation of which must be deduced from the signification an
meaning of the names of all these personages. But this would tak
us off too much from that part of the ancient writing and of the publi
ceremonies that related to the representation of past disasters, and t
the regulations of mankind.

Although Mr. Pluche bas actually shown the cause of the lamentations an
after rejoicings to have been oocasioned by the loss and subsequent restoratis
of Osiris the sun, still he attributes the allegory to the misfortunes that hs
happened to mankind in coneequence of a general flood. His remarks upo
this bead are omitted. - :

The ancients not only expressed certain truths by figures delineate
on stone; they also joined to these figures dramatic ceremonie:
wherein the objects and the names of the actors were significant, an
served to recall the memory of things past.

The feast of the ancient state of mankind assumed a more shinin
form in Egypt and Syria, by means of the symbolical figures, whie
had been multiplied there much more than anywhere eise. This fea:
having become common to all nations, on this account deserves
more ample illustration than what has already been said about it. W
cannot explain the symbols of it, without casting a useful light upo
an infinite number of monuments remaining in our hands, and whic
have hitherto been looked upon as unintelligible.

'® The anthor gives in notes the originals of tte above names, which &
omitted.
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$5  They oarried at this feast a basket or small chest, that contained the

monuments of the of husbandry. The chest was neither

2 mysterious nor significant in itself. It only served to receive the me-
morstive symbols of things past.

First, they found therein the mark of the weakening of Osiris, and
of the loss of fecundity. In cista or capsula repositum erat Dionysii
{ Ofiridis) pudendum. 8. Clem. Alex. cohortat, adgentes, p. 6, edit.
Ozxon. m the Phenician word, ouervuh or orvia, ’frudendum,
:{ made Orgia, a name given the ancient rural feasts. They were

ed in Greece Phallica, which has the same meaning. The indis~
cretion of that symbol gave birth to all sorts of extravagances and
licentiousness.

Then came sesame-seeds, heads of poppies, pomegranates, bay-ber-
ties, branches of fig-tree, dry stalks, cakes of several kinds of corn,
salt, carded wool, cakes of honey and of cheese, and finally a child, &
serpent, and a winnowing van. See this enumeration in St. Clem.
Alexand. and in Potter's Antiquity of Greece, vol. 1, Grecian festivals.
The whole was accompanied with a flute, or some other musical in-
strument.

The drum or flute, which was inseparable from the celebration of
the feasts, was the symbol of gratitude, which on certain days invited
men to meet together, to praise God in concert. The small chest, the
van, in which they afterwards found so many mysteries (Mystica van-
sus. Virg. Georgic. See I'Antiq. expliq. and the agate, in the treasury

Se. ) and the whole representation here enumerated, passed
rom the tians to the Phenicians, and by their means spread far
and wide. Nothing is more commonly found in the monuments of

" the heathen feasts, a small chest, a van, a serpent, a human head,
. end a flute or & drum.
ed: When the feast representing the ancient state of mankind and the
o5, progresses of industry was celebrated, both the figure of the earth and
ad' that of work obtained several names in different countries. But we
" find the same purpose and the same relatiouns in all these names. The
ng Isis re&menting the earth, was called Ceres, Themis, Nemesis, Se-
-h wmele, Mnemosyne, and Adrastia.
stj . We shall bestow an entire article upon the explanation of the sym-
a bol of Ceres. The Isis surnamed Nemesis simply signified the earth
7e preserved from the waters. Semele signified the representation of the
»n ancient condition of men; and Mnemosyne is no more than a bare
:h translation of the same word into Greek. Torches were always carried
next to Ceres, or the symbol of the mourning earth, and this caused
- Isis thus accompanied to be called Themis, Themisto, and Adrastia,
which three names signify all the excellency of fire.
e A multitude of ancient monuments testify to us the use of the little
ble chest, of the van, the child and the serpent. They added to
ese figures the sorry grains on which they in the beginning had been

T
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obliged to feed, and the marks of the crosses they had been necessi-
tated to overcome.* (See the antiquities of Greece collected by Dr.
Potter, vol. i., and Clem. Alexander, Cohkort ad Gent.)

The persons who in the public ceremony carried the chest wherein
all these memorials were contained, likewise assumed to themselves
significant names, and made a part of the representation. They be-
came actors, and everything concurred with the symbolical pieces
to convey certain truths into the minds of the tators. .

The representative child was called simply e child, liber, the be-
loved son ; sometimes the child author of life and subsistence, liber
tiater ; sometimes the child of the representation, ben Semeleh ; some-
pmes Horus, Erichthonius, Harpocrates, Bacchus, Apollo, Icarus.
He bore many other names, whereof we shall give an explication, in
the particular enumeration of the feasts of the several nations.+

It is known from the testimony of Diodorus Siculus, and from the
conformity of the Athenian laws with the Egyptians, that the first
inhabitants of Atticu were an Egyptian colony. We have even several
proofs that it originally came from the city of Sais, so famous for its
olive-trees. Among the ceremonies which these foreigners brought
from Egypt into Greece, they remark the little chest, which according
to the customn of their original country, contained the symbolical figures
of agriculture. Three young Athenian women carried in their feastsa
basket, wherein lay a child and a serpent.

* Every royal arch chapter of masons is supplied with a similar chest; to
which great consequence is affectedly attached. It contains, besides other
testimonials of times past, something resembling, and which is declared to
be, manna, the food upon which the Israclites are said to have subsisted dur-
ing their wanderings in the wildernese.

Among the emblems of masonry are likewise the skeleton or skull of the
human head, as well as the figure of a serpent. But the original intention of
these aymbols is probsbly now unknown to the fraternity.

*“ The Jews also had, at the east end of every school or synagogue, a chest
called Aaron, or ark, in which was locked up the p h in manusoript,
written on vellum in square characters, which, by express command, was to
be delivered to such only as were found to be wise among them."”—(Colcots
Disq. on Masonry, p. 72.)

1t is probable that this chest also contained memorials of the wretched state
of the Israclites while in the wilderness. The letters above mentioned were
probably the same as the royal arch ineffable characters, which ist of righs
angles in various attitudes, with the addition of a dot.—Edit.

4 The author makes this child the symbol of work : and as the sun bore
the name of Apollo, or Horus Apollo, when in the northern hemisphere, which
is the time for carrying on the labours of husbandry in this region, there may

be a propriety in the application.—Edit.
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Infimiemgue vident esporrectumque draconem.*

The three maids that carried this child had names relating to hus-
bandry, the symbols of which they bore in their hands. They were
called Herse, Pandrosos, and Aglauros. The signification of these
mmes unveils the whole obscurity of the enigma. It is enough for us
thereby to understand, that it is to the alternative of the rain, the dew,
md the fair weather, that husbandry is indebted for the life it affords
us. Let the imagination of poets wander upon the rest, and, accord-
ing to their custom, look into & symbol to them become unintelligible,
for the matter of an insipid metamorphosis.

In order to render these representations more complete, they did
pot in Fgmfolget, any more than in other places, the necessity the
first men been under of defending their houses and the fruits of
the earth from wild beasts. They preserved the memory of this parti~
culer circumstance by a kind of hunting, which they renewed every
three years, throughout the east. The same feast was not celebrated

year, because wild beasts did not multiply from one year to
::{a 80 as to alarm the neighbourhood. This bunting being only a
representation, and not much in earnest, it made the sanctity of feasts
degenerate into tumultuous ramblings, which were succeeged by the
disorders.

It is true, they began by a sacrifice, and the invocation of the true
God ; as may be easily proved from their warlike cries, that signified
The Lord is the mi, ktﬁ';hc Lord is my strength; Jo Saboi,t Deus
miki exercitus. T is an host to me; the Lord is my guide 3
Jevov nissi 3 Jo nissi, Dio nissi ; Deus vexillum mihi, Deus mihi, duz
esto. Ezod. xvii. 15. And Moses built an altar, and called the name
of it Jehovah-nissi. It is not time yet to convert the Dionissi, which
was only a prayer, into a man’s name, and of it to make the Diony-
sus of the Greeks. All words which we find again in the mouth of
the Hebrews, because their tongue and religion were originally the
same with that of the other nations. The latter have altered their

notions, while the form of prayers still remained the same.

Animals become -Symbolical.

From the knowledge we now have of the genius and taste of the
eastern nations, and chiefly of the Egyptians, for symbolical figures
and significant ceremonies, we are authorised to think, that the singu-

® QOvid. Metam. of Erichthenixs.
+ Sabol, with, perhaps, some variations in the pronunciation, is & common
expression with country people, to set doge upon cattle.—Edit,
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lar practices observed among them were so many emblems of certain
-astronomical, moral, and other truths. We no longer run any risk in
saying, that theram which they reverenced in Thebais and Lybya, the
bulls they respected at Memphis and Heliopolis, the kids honoured ‘at
Mendes, the lion, the fishes, and other mi‘:;:s wgch ﬁgy’wonhi
in several provinces, were v lain s, in their origin.
were no mgre than the anci:;{ sli)gns oyfmthe 20disc, and the different
marks of the situations of the sun. They distinguish the neomenia of
-one month or of another, by annexing the figure of the celestial animal
into which the sun then entered, to the Isis which proclaimed that
feast ; and instead of a bare picture, they introduced into the feast the.
-animal itself, the living animal relating thereto. The dog being the
sylnbol of the dog-star, which formerly opened the year, they puta living
og at the head of the wkole ceremonial of the first neomenia. It is
Diodorus who recounts this fact, as having been an eye-witness of it.
“They therefore took the habit of calling these neomenie the feast of the
aam, the feast of the bull, of the dog, and of the lion.

Funeral Symbols and Ceremonies.

There was near the Egyptian towns a certain ground appointed for
‘the common burying-place. Diodorus Siculus (Bibliotk. 4. 1) informs
-;.;s how these tomlﬁ are regulated, and in an exact description of the

urying-place at Memphis, the largest and most frequented of all, re-
lates all that was pracughed there; According toﬁl‘neiil recital, the com-
mon burying-place was on the other side of the lake called Acherusia,
from acharie, after, and from ——ish, man, comes ——achariis
wltima hominis, the last condition of man, or rather what follows the
death of man. They also say ——acheron, postremum, conditio,
ultima. The dead person was brought to the shore of that lake, and
to the foot of a tribunal consisting of several judges, who inquired into
his life and conversation. When he had not faithfully observed the
Jaws, the body was left unburied, and very likely was thrown into a
sort of lay-stall, or ditch, called Tartarus. This word may come from
‘the Chaldaic, ——tarah, premonitio, doubling the word. Diodorus
4informs usthat there was near a town at & small distance from Mem-
{phis, a leaking vessel, into which they incessantly poured Nile water,
which could signify nothing but endless tortures and remorses, And
this single circumstance gives room to think, that the place where the
unburied bodies were thrown was set round with frightful representa-
“tions.

When no accuser aerared, or he who deposed aguainst the deceased
‘was convicted of falsehood, then they ceased to lament the dead person,
and his encomium was made. (Diod.) They, for instance, com-
mended his excellent education, his respect for religion, his equity,
moderation, chastity, and other virtues, His birth, which was sup-
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osed to be the same with all men, was never allowed as any merit in
im. All the assistants appiauded these praises, and congratulated the
ecessed on account of his being ready to enjoy an eternal repose with
e virtwous.

There was on the shore of the lake a severe and incorruptible water-
mn, who by order of the judges, and never upon any other terms, re-
sived the into his boat. The very kings ofﬂgmm
eated with the same rigour, and were not admitted into bark

f burial. The waterman carried the body on the other side of the
ke, imto & plain embellished with meadows, brooks, groves, and all
e rural omaments. This place wuenlled Elizout, or the Elizian
elds, that is, full sefisfaction, an habitation of repose, or of joy.
‘bere was at the entrance of that abode the figure of a dog, with three
air of jaws, which they called Cerberus. The whole ceremony ended
y thrice sprinkling sand over the opening of the vault wheremn they
ad put the corpse,® and by bidding him thricet adieu.

these words and practices almost everywhere copied, were so
may instructions to the e. They gave them to understand by
Il these ceremonies, as by so many speeches or very significant sym-
ols, that death was followed by an account which we were to give of
nlileheﬁxe;’mﬂen' ible tribunal ; but that, what was indeed dread-
il to the wicked, was only a passage in a happier state for the .
Vherefore death was called the delivennee.ap PI‘-‘ektd, ornther,p;‘;-
wmta, alleviation, deliverance. Wherefore Horace looks upon that
assage as the end of ervils.
Levere funcium poxperem laboribus. (Cerm.l.2.0d.18.) It is
kewise called in French le frepas, that is, the passage to amother
fe. The bost of transportation was called tranquillity (beri, tranguil-
'as, serenitas, whence comes baris, Charon’s bark, Diod. Sic.), be-
ause it carried over none but the just; and on the contrary the water-
mn who inflexibly refused those whom the judges had not acquitted,
as called Wrath (Charon, Exod. 15, 7) or the Vengeance.
As to the earth thrown upon the corpse, and the tender adieus of the
Hations, they were no more than natural duty and a simple expression
[ theirregrets. But they were not contented with paying them by the
ay this honour; they also put at the entrance of the cemetery and
ver the door of the deceased’s tomb the symbol of the value and
der affection they had for their departed relation. The dog, being ot
1animals the most addicted to man, is the natural emblem of friend-
ipand attachment. They gave the figure of the dog three heads or

* The custom of throwiog thrice sand upon the corpse is new become
niversal. Injecto ter pulvers. Horat. Carm. 1, 1, Od. 28,
+ Magna manes ter voee pocavit. Eaed, 6.
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throats, to express the three cries they had made over their frien
grave, according to the custom which granted that honour to none |
good men. Therefore this figure, thus placed near the tomb and ¢
the head of the newly-buried person, signified his having been honou
with the lamentations of his family, and with the cries which fries
never failed to come and utter over the grave of him whom they &k
valued and cherished for his qualities, The meaning of 1
symbol is no longer a riddle, after its name has been translated. Tl
called it Cerberus, that is in plain terms, the cries of the grave.*

Tt is neither easy nor reasonable to pretend to explain all the symb
and ceremonies of antiquity, before we are convinced that most of
singular figures used on the most solemn occasions were in their
origin no more than significant symbols and instructive ceremonies.
is enough, for us that this is true of many of them ; which I flatter n
self I bave shown in this first essay of explanation of the anci
writing, since t.heexg ication I give of it is simple, plain, and stric
connccted both with the common notions and the wants of
first men.

The tians, who had contracted a habit of adoring the sun
God, as the author of all good, and looked on Osiris as their founc
ran headlong into a third abyss. They, from a confused remembrar
and an universal custom, knew that this figure of Osiris related to
sun, and indeed it was nothing else in its first institution. They
sides saw the circle, the character of God, placed frequently enough
Osiris’ forchead. They then perpetually joined the idea of Hamn
with that of the sun, and both these with that of God. They no lon
honoured God nor the sun, without singing at the same time the fav
of Osiris or Hommon. The one was still inseparably connected v
the other; which made them give out that Hammon or Osiris had b
transported into the sun, there to make his residence, and that
thence continually protected Egtﬂ)t, taking a delight in pouringa gre:
rlemy upon the country inhabited by his offspring than on any ot

and in the universe. us being gradually come to ascribing divin

and offering their worship to the ruler representing the functions of
sun, they, to complete the absurdity, took him for the first of ul
kings. Thence this odd mixture of three inconsistent notions, I m
of God, of the sun, and of a dead man, which the Egyptians per
tually confounded together.

Jehov, Ammon, Neptune, Pluto.

That religion which grossly indulged the self-love and vanity of
Egyptians, easily found favour, and took roots in the minds of

¥rom ————ceri or cri, which has the same sense as in French,
from —— —Dder, the vault, the grave ————oerber,
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people. The rest of the symbols took the same turn. They inquired
who was the Poseidon, oﬂeptune: that is, the m&rine%linta, tne
symbol of the annual return of the fleets; and they made of him a
god who delighted in the sea, as Osiris did in the heaven. The funeral
Osiris, who declared the anniversary of funerals, had also his own his-
wry ; and asall the ceremonies belonging to burials, instead of being
taken in their true sense, that is, as public instructions upon the state of
the just, after death, had by degrees been looked upon as pictures of
the real treatment given to the dead under groumlm and in delightful
gardens; they of Pluto, or of the symbol of the deliverance of the
Jjust, made a god, who presided over the abodes of the dead.

The pretended god Neptune, (Herodo?, in Euterp.) who became the
favourite deity of the maritime nations, was almost unknown to, and
hardly worshipped among the Egyptians, who hated the sea, and who,
living in plenty of everything, hardly ever went out of their own country,
On the contrary, as they were very exact in the outward practice of
their religious ceremonies, the funeral anniversaries, which were fre-
quently repeated, rendered Pluto much more renowned among them.

We often see round the head of the Egyptian Pluto a radiant crown,
and round his body a serpent, sometimes accompanied with the signs
of the zodiac; which evidently signifies the duration of one sun, that
is, of one year. And it is plain here, that the author of the Saturnals,
who pretended that Pluto and many other gods were originally nothing
but the sun, had great reason to think so, since Jupiter, Ammon, Nep-
tune, and Pluto, are in reality no more than the symbol of one solar
year diversified according to garticnlar circumstances. They did not
g\;ito lose sight of the unity of their origin in making persons of them ;

they made them three brothers, who, as they said, had divided the
empire of the world between them.

m, or Hammon, being commonly called God,Jehov, Jehov-Am~
mon, the city of Thebes where he had dwelt longest, and which
they anciently called Ammon’sabode, (4mmonno) was afterwards called
the City of God. (Diospolis.)

This word Jehov, in its primitive use, signified the father of life,
the supreme being. The Greeks translated it by that of Zeus,or Dios,*
and the Romans by that of Deus; all names having the same sense, it
they be not the same sound diversified according to the pronunciation
of different people. They sometimes joined to it the name of father,
which was but an interpretation of it, and called him Diospiter or Jov-
piter. The Ammon, which by a stupid kind of love was confounded
with God, and with Osiris or the star moderator of seasons, became the
famous Jov-Ammon, or the Jupiter-Ammon, and had always the firss

. ® They sometimes changed this word into that of zew which comes from
\2an and 240, to live, which makes the same sense.
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‘honours paid to him, after the other symbols had in like manner been
oonveneg‘i‘ntoso many celestial personages and powerful deities. The
reason of this pre-eminence is founded on their having annexed the
idea of the founder of their colony to the most brilliant of all their
symbols, I mean their Osiris.

The Establishment of the Laws. Menes.

The rural works not being resumed in Egypt till after the Nile had

uitted the Plain, they for this reason gave the public sign of husbandry

e name of Moses or Museus (saved from the waters); and on the
-same account the moons during which Horus Apollo, or husbandry,
coontinued his exercises, went also by the same name.
. About the end of autumn, the inhabitants being freed from the works
of the field, manufactured in their night-work the line, thread, and
cloth, which were some of their chief riches. The sign which was the

blication of it took then the name of Linus, which signifies watch-
eng, the setting up in the night. (——Lyn, to watch.) The star that
lights the night has on this account retained the same name, and so has
the matter itself that was manufactured during those watchings.

This sign has evidently given birth to the tales of Linus, Museus,
.Orpheus, Picus, Ganymede, and many other pretended heroes or legis-
lators, of which it is needless to pretend to determine and fix the chro-
nology and the above.

The custom they had, to publish the several regulations concerning
polity, by the several postures of the son of Osiris, caused him to be
commonly called Menes, that is, ¢ke rule of the people. The Egyp-
tians from this new title took it into their heads that Menes had been
their legislator, the author of their polity, the orderer of their year, the
founder of their laws. For this reason they put this imaginary founder
at the head of all the lists of the kings of their several provinces.

The name of Moses or Museus was very properly given to the pub-
lic sign of the revival of Husbandry. is word, which signified
the drying up, made part of the calendar; it was the summary and the
substance of a statute of polity. It was every year in the mouth of
the people, after the re-entering of the river within its banks. It was
not then a man’s name. But if Menes and Museus are but one and
the same thing ; if they are only the names of the same sign; what
then becomes of the first king of Egypt, the foundation of their history?
. He, from that moment, loses all his reality.

Two of the most learned men among the ancients, Eusebius in his

evangelical preparation, and St. Clement in his exhortation to the Gen-
" tiles, by preserving and handing down to us the ancient set form where-
by they incited those that were initiated into the mysteries to imbibe
religious sentiments and love work, have helped us to find out exactly
what the famous Menes was. The instructions given therein for good
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conduct, are addressed to work itself, It is called the son of the star
of the day, because husbandry can do nothing without the sun.
Again, it is calledMuseus; because in Egypt, whence this set-form:
came, husbandry did not resume its operations but till after the retir-
ng of the waters. In short, it is surnamed Menes® in the same set-
form, that is rule of the people. Therefore, this pretended founder of
the Egytgtmn monarchy has not more reality in him than his father
Osiris, the ancient character of the sun, nor more than Museus, another
character of the revival of the tilling of the lands and of the operation
of sowing.

Anubis, Thot, Asculapius.

The falsity of the ancient history of Egypt is completely demon-
strated by t{e abuse they farther made of the fourth key of their sym~
bolical writing, It was the figure of a man with a dog’s head, wear-
ing oft-times & pole with one or two serpents twisted about it. The
meaning and intention of the public sign exposed in the assembly at
the rising of the dog-star, was to advise the people to run away and
give attention to the depth of the inundation, in order to rule their
ploughing accordingly, and to secure their lives and subsistence. The
names given to this 'gublic sign were Anubis the barker, the giver o7
advices, or Tahaut the dog, or Esculapius the man-dog.¥ 1t was still
the same meaning or the same public sign ; but they were three names
for one and the same thing. A sufficient ground for them to derive
from thence three personages of their history, the chronology whereof
will be still lengthened by this means. They make their demi-god
Anubis to reign before Menes, without telling us where. They make
Thot or Thasutes, son of Menes, their second king of Egypt. They
make him a counsellor to Menes. They ascribe to him the introduc-
tion of the letters, the invention of music and dancing, with a great
many other fine discoveries; the foundation of which is because the
dos-sm' opened the year, brought along with it a new series of feasts,
and appeared at the head of all the letters, or symbolical figures which
expressed the annual order. Though ZEsculapius was as yet no more
thun the sign of the canicular star, the Egyptians made him a third
king who had applied himself to the procuring the preservation of his
subjects by the study of physic; a notion that had its origin from
the preservation of life which was expressed by the serpents twisted
about the measure of the Nile. Such is the origin of the serpent of
Epidaurus and the very plain reason for which the serpent has always

® Harken thon, O Menes Museus, son of the star of day.
4+ From aish man, and from ——caleph dog comes — esaleph the
man-dog. The Greeks call him astrokuon, the star-dog.
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been inseparable from the god of physic, to which art both the man
and the animal had originally no manner of relation. Several histo-
rians quoted by Sir John Marsham in his rule of times (Chronicus
Cauo;l) attributed the invention of the letters to Asculapius as well as
to Thaut. Which was doing them justice, the one not being different
from the other. Marsham is most earnestly angry with those who have
thus confounded things and altered history, by attributing to Asculapius
the invention whick is the glory of Thaut. This he patches up to the
best of his power. But it was very superfluous here to have recourse
to means of reconciliation ; since Asculapius, or the man-dog, and the
Tehaut, or the dog star, as well as Anubis, were no more than the
names of one figure that was exposed in the assembly of the ieople to
warn them of the agpearance of that star, the rising of which would
soon be succeeded by the inundation.®

The Gods of Egypt communicated to Asia and Europe by the
Phenicians

o

Egypt always wasand still is the most fruitful country in the world.
The harvest, which is almost certain there, and by much exceeds the
wants of the inhabitants, occasioned great quantities of corn to be
amassed there, which in barren years were the resource of the Ara-
bians, the Canaanites, the Syrians, and the Greeks. Travellers whom
need or curiosity had drawn thither, and the Phenicians especially,
who inhabited but 8 small maritime coast near mount Libanus, and
had no g;nary so certain as Egypt, were all equally struck with the
polity that reigned in every part of that beautiful country, with the
gentle temper of the inhabitants, the mysterious outside of the ceremo-
nies and feasts, which were with much pomp celebrated there, and finally
with the plenty which they looked upon as miraculous in a country
where it never rained. The notion they had of that river whose source
remained concealed, and whose overflowings seemed to them conlmr{k
to the common course of nature, made them say, that God himse

ured these beneficial waters on Egypt. (Fluvius & Deo missus.

yss. 4.) The Egyptians represented this marvel by the figure of
God, that is, by a sun out of whose mouth a river sprung;t+ and the

A ius was sometimes represented either standing, or sitting on a

¢hrone, holding in one hand a staff, and grasping with the other the head of a
serpent : at his feet & dog lay extended. On some ancient monuments we see
him with one hand applied to his beard, and having in the other a knotted staff
encircled by a serpent.— Anton’s Clas. Dict.— Edit.

t For this reason it was that they gave God or the sun among other titles
that of pheob, Phabus, or Phoibos, which significs the moxth of OB, that is
the source of the overflowing, from the two words, phebt os the mouth
and — ob the swelling, the overflowing; it is the ancient name they gave
0 the Nile overflowing its banks.
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» as well as the Egyptians everywhere gave it out, thatso sin-
wosperity was thereward of the piety of the inhabitants. Nay
sicians perhaps and the Canaanites at first received from the
os and the symbolical characters among themselves.
oduction of the common writing must have caused them to
sense without suppressing the figures; so that these symbols
ways a part of the ceremonies, and publicly ex at feasts
dy annexed to them the notion or history he thought carried
ter likelihood with it. Thus Egypt was the cup wherein the
of idolatry lay, and the Phenicians are the people, who,
ing all over the world, have presented this fatal cup to
ter part of the western mations. For the same reason it is
names of the gods and words made use of in the heathen
ave o sensible an analogy with the Phenician language.

sllers and merchants, during their sojourn in Egypt, were
tedly struck with the outward shew of the feasts and the abun-
18t seemed to be the result of them. They did unot carry home
Ititude of symbols and practices which they understood nothing
they seldom failed to look with veneration u the three or
ief symbols which the Egyptians honoured as beneficial powers,
the authors of all the good they enjoyed.

governor, the woman, the child, and the messenger, or the
" advices, always appearing in their feasts, though with some
; foreigners used themselves chiefly to these three or four ob-
1e most distinguished of the whole worship: and the Pheni-
vhom constant necessity always brought again to the port of
, were the first who made use of the same ceremonial, and cele-
the same feasts in their own country. The circle of the sun ac-
nied with serpents and foliages, or with large wings to repre-
e intelligence which is the mover of all things, the master of the
+ dispenser of seasons and harvests, though always placed at top
noblest symbols, however, less attracted the eyes than did the
it figure of the governor of the earth, or the several dresses
he mother and the beloved child. Nothing contributed more to
iize, as I may say, the idea of God, or rather to make men refer
rorship and adorations to beings like ourselves.

Moloch, Baal Adonis, and Achad.

+ god, or rather the figure of the sun, which the Egyptians calied
, or the governor of the earth, assumed other names in other
i The eastern nations who had adopted him, and who looked on
temporal advantages as the effect of this devotion, called him
sk or Melchom, that is the king; some Baal or Adonai. or Adonds,
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or Hero, all which names signify fhe Lord. Others called him
Ackad.t which the old inbabitants of Latiura bavevendered by that
of Solunicus; and others finally named him Baalshamain or Beelsm-
man,} the Lord of the Aeavems. But it was always the sun which
these figures of a king and these names immediately siguified.

Dionyisus Bacchus.

In the times when things were expressed by symbols, and the sevenl
of these symbols were varied to be the better understood, fr
mbeingdmignedtoemealany mystery, the figure of Horus
changed its pame and attributes according to the exigeney of the circum-
stances in which it was employed. The first use it was applied to in
certain feasts was fhe represeniation of past events. The second wes

theinstmctionandllerzhimﬁ!bﬂhe ple.
The representation of ancient state of mankind consisted not

ceremonies or set forms of ers regarding the same intention. They
in these feasts invoked th!:-nnyame of God with great lamentations.
They called him the mighty, the life, the father of life. They implored
his assistance against wild beasts, and made show of giving them
chase, running hither and thither, as if they were going to attack them.
They even did it in good earnest completely armed.

It was the custom to say with a sigh : Let us vy wnfo the Lord, io
terombe, or disterombe. Let us ery before the Lord, or God see oxr
tears, io Bacche, io Baccoth. Thou art the life, the anthor of being.
Thou art God and the mighty : Jehova, hevan, hevoe, and eloah, -
chiefly said in the east: God is fhe fire and the principle of I
Thox art the fire ; life proceeds from thee; hu-esh: atta esh.§ All
these words and many others, which were the expressions of grief and
adoration, became so many titles, which the people, without under-
standing, gave to this child or imaginary deity. He was then called
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Aero the Latins made their Aerus and Aera, the lord, the lady. The Philis-
tines called him the lord of men, marras, from the word marax, which
signifies the master, and from as, which signifies man. And this comes to the
sence of the foregoing names.

1 Achad wnicus, and by a softened pronunciation, adad, one, the
omly. The ancient kings of Syria, who styled themselves his childrea, as-
sumed the name of B:nadad, son of God. See Macrob. Satursal.

3 Dominus calorum.

§ Hoesh ipse est ignis, Deuteron, 4: 24. Ala esh, iu vita
Swbo, 1. 10 ’ o B
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Baochos, Hevan, Evoe, Dithyrambus, Jao, Eleleus, Ves, Attes. They
knew not what all this signified; but they were sure that the god
of the feast delighted in all these titles. ey never failed to give
them him, and thus these expressions became cries of joy, or ex-
travagant roarings.

When people went about pursuing the wild beasts that thwarted the
endeavours of husbandmen, they cried aloud, Lord thou art an host to
me, io Sabio. Lord! be my gwide, io Nissi, or with a different accent,
Dionissi.* Of these warlike cries, which were repeated without being
understood, they made the names of Sabasius and Dionysius.

Of all these names that were most used in Italy, was Baccoth. The
delicate ear of the Greeks, who could not endure harsh sounds, gave
the preference to the name of Dionysius. These several titles (and the
series of them was long) gave birth to as many histories. Thus they
called this god Dionysius, because he was the son of Jehov or Jupiter,
end born at Nysa, an Arabian city. He was named Evius, because,
as he was fighting with one of the giants, Jupiter encouraged him in
the Greek language, and ———— But if we now are sure of truth,
why should we busy ourselves in enumerating such sorry tales? We
are no way concerned to hear all the nonsense, which the want of un-
derstanding these names+ has caused to be built upon each of them.

Let us now on to the retinue of Bacchus. We shall there find

& proof, that Bacchus was no more than a mask or figure, and not any °

man that ever existed.

‘When the arts were once invented, the remembrance of the rough-
ness of the first ages, and the comparison of the hardships which man-
kind bad at first experienced, with the conveniences and inventions of

Iatter times, rendered the rural feasts or the feasts of the representation .

of the ancient state of men, more brisk and lively than all the rest.
One of the most essential points of this feast was then to appear
there covered with skins of goats,} bucks, tigers, and of other tame

#® The supplications in Masonry are similar to the above, In the degree of
royal arch, the following ejaculations are uttered :—*‘ Lord I cry unto thee:
make haste unto me ; give ear unto my voice. Mine eyes are unto thee, O
God the Lord ; in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitate. I cried unto
thee, O Lorq : I eaid, thou art my refuge, and my portion in the land of the
Hving. Attend unto my cry: for I am brought very low: deliver me from
my persecutors, f{or they are stronger than I. Hear my prayer, O Lord;
give ear to my sunplications: in thy faithfulness answer me and in thy
righteousness.”’—( \Vebb,)—EDIT. .

1 These fables may be seen in the hymns attributed to Orpheus and Ho-
mer; in the poems of Hesiod and Ovid; in the hymns of Callimachus; in
the mytholcgies of Noel le Comte, and others.

+ This is what the Latins expressed by Thyasos inducere: to form cho~
ruses of people dressed like goats and rams,———thiasim hirci et arietes.
Genes. 30. 35

‘

R
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and wild animals. They smeared their faces with blood, to bear the
marks of the danger they had run and the victory they had obtained
Instead of a child of metal, mysteriously carried about in a chest,
they by degrees contracted a custom of choosing a good fat jolly boy,
to play the part of the imaginary god. They in process of time gave
him a chariot; and to render the whole more admirable, the pretended
tigers offered to draw him, whilst the bucks and goats were jumping
and capering round him. The assistants disguised and masked in this
manner had names agreeable to what they were doing. They were
called Satyrs, a word which signifies men disguised,* or Fauni, that is
masks. These etymologies, which are very plain, and strictly connected
with what precedes, are still confirmed by the usage which the assist-
ants at these rural feasts observed of consecrating to Bacchus, and of
suspending on the tree, under which they had made their last station,
the mask of bark or other matter, wherewith they had covered their
face, that they might have a share in the ceremony. The feasts of
Bacchus have been abolished by the preaching of the gospel ; but we
see the remains of them among us in our winter rejoicings. It is the
same concern, and, with no great difference, the same idolatry.+
Those who followed or attended the chariot of Bacchus, were called
Bacchants, that is, mourners, because the feast began with woes and
complaints, and with frequent invocations on the assistance of God.
The women who carried the small chest or the sacred baskets, or at
least a thyrsus, (which was sometimes a javelin, in memory of the first
chases, sometimes a torch of resiny wood) were called Menades, Thy-
ades, and Bassarides. They were named Menades, which signifies,
the women who carry the public signs, because the feasts or the regula-

® FATUR, hidden, disgnised : panim, or phanim, facies, prosopa, per-
sonee, oscilla, masks. Those panim or hideous masks could not fail
frightening your children. For this reason it is, that fears occasioned by
appearances of evil void of reality have been called terreurs paniques, pa-
nick terrors. Such is evidently the origin of the name given to the god of
Mendes, viz. Pan, in whose horns and hair the philosophers thought they
had found a very noble emblem of general nature. Those who are fond of
these admirable conceptions may look oat for them in the allegoric expli-
cations of Plutarch, Iamblichus, Psellus, the emperor Julizn, and Plato.

1 I have read in an English paper, that anciently it was not unusual for a
wag, on the first of January, to burst into a neighbour’s house disguised in
an ox’s hide, including that of the head with the horns attached.—EDIT.

t Thyrsus, a rod or lance twisted round with ivy, which was put into the
hand of the soldiers of Bacchus, or of those who celebrated hif festivals. Ovid
describes them as wound about with vine branches.

The Jews do at this day carry a sort of Thyrsii, or something like them, in
the feasts of Tabernacles, and especially in the Hosannah Rabba. They are
branches of willow, myrtle and palm-tree, bound up together with citrons or
oranges, which they wave or push in a religious manner towards the four
quarters of the world.—( Bailey.)—EDIT.
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tions, and all the sacred figures inseparable from them, were in the
ancient language called Manes, that 18, regulations. This the Greeks
rendered Thismoi. The extravagant attitudes of these mad women,
who strove to outvie cach other by the lamentations and representing
gestures authorised by custom, were thence called Manie. These wo-
men again were called the Thyades, that is vagrant or wandering,
mn.&:y dispersed themselves in the mountains like so many hun-
tresses. They were called Bassarides or grape-gatherers, because
these feasts were celebrated after vintage, and when new wine began
to be drinkable.*

After the vagaries and the whole train, at last eppeared an old man
upon an ass, who advanced with a sedate countenance, offering wine
to the tired youth, and inviting everybody to take some rest.t

If anybodyy should complain that this explication of the origin of
the Bacchanals does not establish a relation sufficiently sensible between
wine and the feasts of Bacchus, who from all antiquity has been looked
upon as the inventor and propagator of the vine, whereas we reduce it
to the proclamation of a few instructions, which the people stood in
need of ; I shall reply, that the feasts of Bacchus and Ceres are every-
where styled among the Greeks and Romans, the feasts of the regula-
tions; because they confusedly remembered, that the purport and in-
tention of the figures of Isis and Horus was to regulate the conduct of
the people. And I shall at the same time desire such to take notice
of what Horus carries over his head at the solemnity of the Pamylia,
or at the beginning of the winter. Among other objects capable of
pleasing, there appear three large pitchers of wine. This was the finest
part of the ceremonial : and the feasts where this liquor was drunk in
Pplenty could not but be the most brisk and most enlivened of all.

I have considerably abridged the preceding article. That the Bacchus
bonoured in the processions here described was not, as the author states,
a man that ever lived, Is very evident; but that the figure representing
him was merely a symbol of husbandry, as he endeavours to show, is not
so clear. The festivals were religious thanksgivings, in which grateful
acknowledgments were rendered for the favours received from the hand of
divine providence, and the image intended to represent the god who was

* After the virgins, followed a company of men carrying poles, at the end
of which were fastened phalloi. The heads of these men were crowned with
ivy and violets, and their faces covered with other herbs. They marched
singing songs upon the occasion of the festival,.—Anthon’s Lemp. Class.
Dict.—EDIT.

4 Ibat pando Silenus asello.

« It was the custom, at the celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries, as we
are wldr:ydthe Sc)::liut nnn the pl,;me, to have what was wanted in those
rites carried upon Asses. Hence the proverb, Asinus portat ia,”'—
Warb, Div, Leg,— EDIT, proverd portat mysteria.
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supposed to bestow these blessings, was ceremoniously carried in proces-
sion, The Bacchanals were similar to the feasts noticed in the memo-
rials of past events, with trifling variations, arising from a difference of
taste, and misconceptions in the conveyance of customs from one country
to another. .

The Roman Catholic processions of the Host are of the same nature as
the above, and no doubt the custom, like most of the practices of the
church of Rome, has been derived from the ancient pagan ceremonies.
The catbolic processions, it seems, are conducted with more mystic, so-
lemn pomp than those of the ancients, but the ruffian assaults of the guards
or assistants in this affair, of persons walking in the streets, who are not
even within the pale of tbeir order, for neglecting to fall upon their knees,
on the passage of the host, are more outrageous than the extravagancies
of their prototype.

The masonic p sions are identically the same thing as the Baccha-
nals, but got up with more taste and refinement, owing to the influence of
civilization. In these are carried, besides other articles, which will here-
after be enumerated, a box or chest, called the lodge, about which much
secrecy is pretended, and which is kept covered from the eyes of the pro-
fane or uninitiated. The utmost decorum is observed, and no person is
annoyed for not paying homage to the sacred contents of the mysterious
chest.

The author himself, in the next article to the foregoing, has told us
who Bacchus really was, and which fally explains the understanding that
should be applied to these Bacchanalian processions, as follows :—

The sc;gtre and empire of heaven and earth fell to the share of
Osiris. e chariot, the whip, and the reins were assigned to Apollo ;
whence it is that we so commonly find in one god the characters of
another. The Horus Apollo, who was only related to the rural year
or the order of works, was the more casily mistaken for the sun which
rules nature, that they put the whip and the attributes of the sun into
the hands of the Horus, in order to shorten and abbreviate the marks
of the solar year, and of the works suitable to each season. Thus Ho-
rus became the same with the Moloch of the Ammonites, the Adonis
of Byblos, the Bel of the other Phenician cities, and the radiant Bele-
nus honoured in Gaul. This driver of the chariot, which gives light to
the world, is the son of Jupiter ; but the son of Jehov, the son par ex-
cellence, liber, is no other than Horus, Bacchus or Dionysius. Osiris,
Horus, Apollo, Bacchus, and the sun, are then confounded. This the
author of the Saturnals has sufficiently demonstrated. Virgil himself
makes no distinction between Bacchus and Apollo or the sun, when he
lgiv:s Bacchus and Ceres or Isis the government of the year and the
ight.

8 Vos, o clarissima mundi

Lumina, labentem ccelo que ducitis annam,

Liber et alma Ceres.—Georgic L




THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, 51

Atlas. The Hyades and Pleiades.

Atias, according to the fable, was an ingenious master of astronomy,
a doctor who knew nature in general, and gave information about it.
Homer gives us Atlas as a very learned god, who knew all the obli-

itios of the coasts, and all the depths of the sea. Virgil ascribes to

informations of the great Atlas &e knowledge men had acquired of
the moon, the eclipses of the sun, and the whole order of nature. The
name signifies a support (atlah, support, prop), which gave oc-
casion for the invention of the metamorphosis of the doctor Atlas into a
column or high mountain, that props up the arch of the heavens.

The Pheuicians, in the voyages they repeated every third year to
Tarshish, that is, to Cadiz and to Beetica (now Andalusia) through the
Red Sea, and in carrying on the commerce of all the coar’s of Africa,
often saw the highest mountain of Mauritania, whose top is generally
covered with snow, and seems joined with the heavens. The name of
Atlas or column given to that mountain caused the fable of Atlas to be
applied toit. They said he was king of Mauritania, a great astrologer

geographer, who at last was by the gods changed into a high
mountain, reaching from the earth to the heavens.

The Hyades or Huades, who took their name from the figure V,
which they form in the forehead of the celestial bull, and the Pleiades,
which are that small platoon of stars so remarkable, near the foregoing,
are the most known -and the easiest to be distinguished of all the con-
stellations of the zodiac. They particularly were of use to regulate the
informations given to the disciples of the priests by means of an Atlas,
that is, of a Horus bearing a celestial sphere. Atlas humanized, be-
came the father of the Hyades and Pleiades ; and Orion, which rises
immediately after them, easily passed in the imagination of the fabu-
lists for a libertine, who incessantly pursues them.

Among the other fables which the Phenician travellers were suffi-
ciently at leisure to devise in their courses, or to recount when they
came home, the two finest doubtless are those of the garden of the Hes-
perides, and of Atlas freed by Hercules of the burden of the celestial
globe. What can be the origin of the first? Three nymphs placed
round a tree that bears golden apples, of which they have tge disposi-
tion and management; a dragon that watches to interdict the use of
and access to this admirable fruit, to any other; a wild goat that
browses on the grass at the foot of the tree; or, instead of the goat, &
horn of abundance placed either at the foot of the tree or in the hand
of one of the three nymphs. This is the picture of the garden of the

lie;{endes.
e picture is nothing more than the ancient symbol of the rich com-
merce of which the Phenicians made the preparations in winter. It
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was the commerce of Hesperia or of the western countries, particulariy
of Spain, whence they drew exquisite wines, rich metals, and that
superfine wool which the Syrians dyed in purple. (See Diod.and Strab.
or Spect. de la nat., vol. 4, part 2, dialog. 2.) They brought back the
finest corn from the coast of Africa; and when they went round the
continent through the Red Sea, they exchanged all sorts of iron-ware, .
knives, and edge-tools, for ebony and other precious woods, for gold
dust, and provisions of all kinds. This branch of their commerce was
the most esteemed of all. It was the chief object that did then take up
the thoughts of the Phenicians ; nor did they fail to expose the public
sign of it in the assemblies. One may easily guess at the meaning of
that tree which afforded such precious things. The great dragon that
surrounded the tree, turned the mind of the beholders to the subsist-
ence and benefits whereof it was the sign. The capricorn, or barely
one horn of this animal placed at the foot of the tree, was the character
of the season. The three moons during which the companies were
formed, had their name of Hesperides, or Hesperia, as well as all the
west, from the word which signifies the good share, the best lot (——es-
per, 2 Sam. 6, 19).

The public sign, used upon this occasion, was doubtless three golden
balls, having reference to the three moons, personified by three nymphs,
in which the companies were formed, the figure and colour corresponding
with those of the full moon. An allusion may also be made to the gold
dust and otber precious articles, the best lot, which the Phenicians received
in exchange for their merchandise.

The Lombards, the money-lenders of former times, are said to have
adopted this sign for their offices; and pawnbrokers still use it to desig-
nate their profession. I am sensible that some writers conjecture the
golden apples of the Hesperides to be nothing more than oranges ; but it
is hardly probable that an article of so little value, in a mercantile point
of view, should have given rise to the fable.

Hercules is a name of the sun, and his relieviog Atlas of his burden
aliudes to his dissolving the snow with which Atlas or the mountain of
Moritania was loaded.

Mercury, Hermes, Camillus.

We have now a pretty large number of very famous nmcen and women,
which we, methinks, have an acquired right to strike out of history.
We must no longer inquire into their country, antiquity, or genealogy,
since we have proved that they all of them are nothing more than the
Osiris, the Isis, and the Horus of Egypt; that is, the three principal
keys of the ancient writing, or the symbols of the solar, the civil, and
the rural ycar. . .
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We know a fourth key, viz., the Thot er Taaut, that is the dog.
Thence again springs a multitude of kings and gods, of whom we shall
infew words find out and explain the names, ranks, and employments.

The Egyptians in after-times, no doubt, made him one of their kings,
who had been transported into this fine star. They give him as the son
of Menes, and the grandson of Osiris, and ascribe the invention of the
symbolical characters to him. They say that he was the counsellor of
Menes, whom he assisted in the regulation of their feasts. But this
fine story had no other foundation than the report that went among the

tians of old, that Thot introduced the Manes, and renewed the
proc! ions. And indeed he opened the year, since that always be-
gan at the rising of the dog-star; whence the first of their months had
the name of Thot. It was out of mere superstition that the Egyptians
forbore calculating exactly the sacred or civil year, when they began to
know that, besides the 365 days, there remained a quarter of & day to
be added to complete the revolution of & year. Four quarters of a day
overlooked, made a whole day in four years’ time; and neglecting to
intercalate that day at the four years’ end, and to reckon 366, instead
of 365, their civil year on this account began one day too soon, and by
retrogradation differed a whole day from the calculation of the natural
year. The beginning of the sacred year went successively therefore
through every one of the days of the natural year in the space of 365
times four years, which make 1460 years. They fancied they blessed
and mzde all the seasons to prosper, by making them thus enjoy one
after another the feast of Isis, which was celebrated along with that of
the dog-star; though it was frequently very remote from that constel-
lation : and it was in consequence of the ancient custom of celebrating
the feast of Isis, or the renewal of the year at the exact rising of the
dog-star, that they afterwards, in whatever season that feast might fall,
to be sure, introduced not only the figure of a dog, but even real and
live dogs, which always preceded the chariot of Isis (Diod.l.1); a
circumstance which I beg my reader to take particular notice of. Thus
in after-times they took a special pleasure in introducing a marvellous
and mysterious air into everything. The calculation just mentioned,
and many others which they had received from the priests their prede-
cessors, were things of the utmost plainness. They, in process of time,
mistook them for the durations of the several kings whom they quar-
tered in the dog-star and other celestial bodies. One had lived 1460
years; another had reigned so many thousands of years together. The
astronomical observations grounded on several suppositions and com-
binations of the stars, were one of the chief employments of the priests
These calculations, found in the registers of the most laborious among
the learned, being always joined with names of men, such as Anubis,
Thot, Menes, Osiris, and others whom they lodged in the stars, passed
for the term of the terrestrial life of these gods. Such is indeed the
true grigin of that antiquity of the Egyptian history, which they trace
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back so very high. Their ancient kings are nothing more than the
names of the stars; and the pretended duration of their lives is only
a supputation of the time necessary to bring again a planet to that
point of the heavens from which it had begun its course. Thus they
made as wrong & use of their astronomical computations a3 they had
done of their writing.

Let us not, in mentioning the retrogradation of the feast of Isisand
the return of that feast at the rising of the dog-star at 1460 years’ end,
omit one observation, viz., that they looked upon the 1461st year as
privileged, as a year of plenty and delights. It was because this so
important event, according to them, concurred with the desired Etesian
wind, that they expressed the whole by a bird of singular beauty, that
raised admiration more than any of the rest, and returned to Egypt after
an absence of 1460 years. (Taci?, Annal, 6.) They farther said, that
this bird came hither to die upon the altar of the sun, and that out of
its ashes there rose a little worm, that gave birth to a bird perfectly like
the preceding. They called it Pheenix, which siguifies the advantage
they pretended was annexed to the concurrence of the opening of the
year with the real rising of the dog-star; I mean the most delightful
E;enty ( phonek, deliciis abundans, Prov. 26; 21). We then

ve here again another emblematic figure converted into a wonder
which it would have been a crime to doubt of.*

The dog-star has already afforded us two deities, one residing in the
fine star near Cancer, under the name of Thot or of Anubis, and very
well employed in swelling and sinking the river Nile, the other wholly
intent upon physic, and entirely taken up with the care of people’s
health, under the name of sculapius. Next to Anubis and Ascu-
lapius, let us now see the Camillus of the Heturians, the Janus of the
Latins, the Hermes of the Greeks, and the Mercury of the Phenicians,
all of them rising out of the same fizure. The observation of the
dog-star was not only justly denoted by the figure of a serpent, the
symbol of the life it had procured the Egyptians, but having besides
procured them abundance, or rather a superabundance of corn, which
enabled them to help foreigners and to enrich themselves by the selling
of their commodities, the figure of Anubis was often accompanied by
a full purse, the sight whereof filled the people with joy; and this
procured it the new title of Mercury, which siguifies the dealer, or the
tntriguing, the cunning, or only commerce.

A new proof that Mercury was no more than a symbol of the dog-
star, or of the warning of the retreat, and not a man that ever taught

* Bailey obeerves that “a Pheenix, hieroglyphically, was pictured to sig-
nify a reformation,” which corroborates our author’s hypothesis, for there was
a complete reformation of the cilendar, according to the Egyptian calculation,*
at the end of the above-meationed period.—Ebir.
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or invented anything, is that they put into his hand the mark of the
swelling of the Nile, and at his feet the wings, intimating the necessity
of escaping the inundation by a speedy flight.

The mark of the rising of the water wasa pole crossed ; a very plain
symbol indeed, and the serpent twisted rounﬁt had, in the hand of
:I!.'T figure, no other meaning than elsewhere. It always signified
the life, the subsistznce, When double it denoted subsistance in very

plenty, and such as was sufficient both for the Egyptians and

i . This pole was terminated with two little wings; the symbol
of the wind that regulated the increase of the waters. All which sig-
nifications were forgotten, and the monitor becoming a god as well as
the other figures, they changed his name of Anubis, the barker, into
that of Hannadi, the orator. (Hannobeah, Isai. lvi. 10.) His gesture
and the stick he had in his hand helped on this metamorphosis. It

l- was taken for the mark of a leader, an ambassador. Hence the title ot

guide, of inspector of the roads, of messenger of good news, and so
many the like that were given Mercury, and of which we find a collec-
tion in Geraldi’s history of the gods. Hence came the roads under his
protection, and of placing his statue at the entrance of the highways..
But what can be the origin of the name of Caduceus given to Mer-
cary’s rod ?

In the East, any person preferred to honours bore a sceptre® or staft
of honour, and sometimes a plate of gold on the forehead called cadosk’
or caduceus,t signifying a sacred person, ( cadosh sanctus, se

* The proof of this is frequently met with in Scripture. When the tribes-
murmared at seeing the priesthood settled in the family of Aaron, the chiefs
of the tribes received orders to bring their sceptres into the tabernacle. The-
sesptre of Levi borne by Aaron was found in bloom the next day; and the
Scripture observes, that the other chiefs took back their sceptres or staves of

- command.

- priest wore a plate of gold upon his forehead, on which were engraven these

+ A similar plate decorated the chief priest of the Israelites. The high-
two words, Kodesch Layhovah, that 1s Holy to the Lord. It was tied with &
purple or blue ribbon to his tiara, which was made of linen, like those of the
other priests, and was only distinguished from them by this plate and
ribbon. There was in every synnagogue a sort of minister, who read the

rayers, directed the reading of the law, and preached. He was called
fmmn. that is, Inspector or Bishop.—See Dr. A. Clark’s Hist. Israel,

, 286-7.

» There is a desrce 1n masonry called ““a Chapter of the grand Inspector of -
Lodges, or Grand Elected Knights of Kadosh,” who seem to have borrowed
their title and functions as Inspectors from those of the Egyptian Mercury.
The badge borne by Mercury appears to be aljuded to by the manner of an-
swering the question * Are you Kadosh ?” up on which the person questioned
places his band upon his forehead and says,  Yes, Iam.” The sacred words
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paratus) to inform the people that he who bore this rod or mark was
public man, who might go hither and thither freely, and whose pe
was inviolable. Such is the origin of the name given to Mercury”
wand. Thus they made the guide of travellers, the interpreteri
{iinterpres, nuncius sacer) and deputy of the gods, of a figure wh
‘office they confusedly knew was to warn people of being gone. i
‘'wholly ignorant of the relation between this long measure and
Nile, it was everywhere converted into an ambassador’s staff, t
there might be some connection between the envoy and the wand he|
carried.

Instead of the measure of the Nile, they very often put into his
hand a key, and gave him two faces, one of a young man, the other of
aman in years; incompassing the whole with a serpent having his tail
in his mouth. The serpent, symbol of life or of time, here signifies
the year that makes a perpetual circle, and the revolution of the stars
coming again to the point of the heavens from which they began their
course the year before. Our door-keeper, who here shuts up the
-concluding year, and opens the new, is no other than the dog-star,
whose rising or disengaging from the rays of the sun pointed out the
a@ew solar year. I say solar, or naturel, because it happened for reasons
‘before stated, that the beginning of the sacred year went through every |-
oune of the seasons. But they still observed the custom of making the
‘god Anubis, who was the door-keeper of the feasts, to precede the pomp

-of Isis, which was the first feast of the year; whence it appears, that
the whole was rather astronomical than historical. This undoubtedly is
the Janus of the Latins, who had the same attributes with the name of
door-keeper. His ordinary companion, good king Picus, with his
hawk’s head, has so much the air of an Egyptian, that we cannot
-doubt but that Egypt, not Latium, was the country of both.

Anubis, considered as a symbol, was in reality the rule of the feasts,
-and the introducer of @il the symbolical figures that were successively
shown to the people during the whole year. When a god he was made
inventor and regulator of these feasts. Now the solemnities were
called the manes, that is, the regulations, the signs, the ensigns, because
the figures there presented to the assistants were originally designed to
regulate the works of the people. This they made the noblest function
-of Anubis; and it was with regard to this frivolous opinion, that the
pomp of Isis was alway preceded by a dog. But the neomeniz of
each season, and the particular feasts that went before, or that followed

.are Nekam Adonai; which probably have the same signification as the words
engraved on the plate worn by the Jewish high-priest, Adonaior Adonis,
.meaning Lord. This degree will hereafter be particularly noticed.

The mitre worn by the high-priest of masonry, in the royal arch degree
“is surrounded with the words Holiuess to the Lord.—EDIT.
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each harvest, having peculiar names that distinguished them, the general
word of manes, ensigns or images, was still the name of the funeral
assemblies, which were frequently repeated, and the names of manes,
jmages simaulcres, and dead persons were confounded. Thus Mer-
cgury, who opened and shut the manes, (manium duz, ductor
animarum), became the leader of the dead. He conducted the souls
with & high hand. The king or the shepherd must indiscriminately
follow the troop. He opened the melancholy abodes to them, shut
these again without remorse, and took away the key, not permitting any
one to escape. {Tum virgam capit. Hac animes ille evocat orco.)
This again is what the Phenicians and the Arcadians meant, when they
called him Cyllenius, a word which signifies the shutting, or one that
concludes the year, and who finishes for ever the duration of life.

The people were persuaded, that he invented music, the lyre, wrest-
ling, and all the exercises that form the body, because all these things
being insegambly annexed to the ancient feasts, he was thought the
regulator of them as well as of the feasts, he of course introduced
everything belonging to them.

As to the genealogy of Mercury, it confirms all we have said. He
is the son of fair Maia, and grandson of Atlas. Maia is the Pleias or
the cluster of stars known even by the vulgar, and placed on the back
of the bull. The eastern nations called these stars Maah, which sig-
nifies the hundred, the multitude. The Greeks sometimes retained
their first name, and called them Maia; sometimes translated this
word by those of Pleiades and Pleione, which likewise signify the mul-
titude. These so very remarkable stars being most fit to regulate the
study of the heavens, and being the first that struck the eye before the
rising of the dog-star, of which they thus became the forerunners ;
they, together with the Hyades, were the first in the knowledge of which
the tian priests took care to instruct their young pupils, in the

Atlas. This symbol being once become a god, all his in-
structions were embellished with histories as well as he. The stars,
that served as a rule to know the others by, became the beloved daugh-
ters of doctor Atlas. Maia disengaged herself at that time from the
rays of the sun in Gemini, that is, in the month of May, to which the
seems to have given her name. The finest star that clears itself a month
or somewhat more after from the rays of the sun, is the dog-star, or the
Anubis, of which they were pleased to make Maia the mother, because
the star of Anubis was the first that succeeded her.

Deedalus.

It was the custom in Egypt to say, when the dog-star or Anubis
‘was represented with large hawk’s wings, that the water would be of a
sufficient height, and there would be a certainty of a plentiful harvest.
On this occasion Anubis was called Dcdalus, which signifies a suffi-
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cient height, or a sufficient depth. All the ancients agree that Deeda~
lus was an ingenious architect. They ascribe to him the invention .
of the compasses and the square. They farther add, that to him man-
kind is indebted for statuary ; they even characterize the nature of the

ss which this noble art made under him, by circumstances
which render the thing very credible. Before Dedalus, and to his
very time, according to Diodorus Siculus, ¢ Statues had their eyes
shut, and their hands close to their sides, But Dcdalus taught men
how to give them eyes, to separate their legs, and to clear their hands
from their body, which procured him the general admiration.”

But by misfortune, both the history and the statues with their feet
united become the proof of the origin I here assign to Dzdalus.
The compasses and square, of which he is made the inventor, are no
other than the compasses and square that were put into the hands of
Anubis or Horus, to warn the husbandmen to be in readiness to mea-
sure their lands, to take angles, in order to distinguish them from the
lands of others. Thus he was made the inventor of the symbolical
instruments they saw in his hands. The statues whose hands and feet
are frequently swathed, and which are found in the cabinets of our
virtuoso, are no other than the statues of Osiris, Isis, and Horus, such
as they were presented to the people at the time of the inundation.
There was nothing then to be done, and the inaction was universal,
The entire cessation of the rural works could not be better intimated,
than by a Horus swathed or deprived of the use of his feet by the inun-
dation, and using only his arms to point out the measure of the water,
a vane to shew the wind, another instrument io take angles, and & horn
to proclaim the general surveying.

The Cabiri of Samothracia.

The three principal figures of the Egyptian ceremonial were carried
to Berytus in Phenicia, and thence into several Islands of the Agean
sea. Their worship became very famous, especially in Lemnos, and
in the island of Samothracia, which lies very near it. They were
called there the Cabiri, ( ——— cabirim, potentes,) meaning .the
powerful gods: and their name of Cabiri, which is Phenician, was as
much used in Egypt as in Phenicia itself: which is a standing proof of
the mixture of the Phenician terms with the Egyptian language, if
the ground of both be not exactly the same.

The figures of these gods being originally designed to make up a
certain sense, by a collection of several pieces that very seldom meet
together, could not but have a very odd, if not a very ridiculous air in
the eyes of such as did not understand their meaning. The foliages,
horns, wings, and spheres, so commonly found on the heads of Osiris,
Isis and Horus, could not but amaze or raise the laughter of such as
were not accustomed to them. Herodotus observes, that the Cabiri,
as well as the same figure of Vulcan, were the diversion of
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Cambyses, when he entered their teinple and that of the forging

deity. .

‘Hley often add to these a fourth god, whom they sometimes call
Mercury, sometimes Camilus or Casmilus, which among the Hetu-
rians and in Latium signified a minister or a messenger. In all which
itis plain, that we again meet with the four principal keys of the
ancient Egyptian writing, changed on account of their human figure
into so many tufelar and powerful gods.

‘The names of the Cabiri, with their significations, are thus given in
Anthon’s Class. Diet. :—*¢ Axierosis said to have signified in Egyptian, the
all powerful one ;— Axiokersos is made to denote the great foundator ;—
Axeokersa is consequently the great fecundatrix; and Casmilus he who
stands before the deity, or he who beholds the face of the deity.”

The first answers to the Supreme,Intelligence ; the second to Osiris the
sun ; the third to Isis; and the fourth to Anubis,

Apollo, the Muses, and three Graces.

Notwithstanding the variety which the caprice of private men and the
difference of tastes have introduced into the Egyptian ceremonial, and
among the signs that served to proclaim whatever was of concern
to the public, we find every where the same grounds, because the
wants of all men were the same, and their practices were founded on
these wants. After the sense of those emblems had been so far per-
verted as to change the significant figures into so many deities solely
taken up with the care of supplying all the wants of the Egyptians,
or of informing them of all their concerns; each province paid special
worship to one or the other of the figures. For instance, in some
places they honoured Apollo, holding in his hand a lyre. This so
very plain a symbol of tge feasts, having been taken for a deity pre-
siding over harmony,* the other figures which attended him to denote

#® The author, it seems, was not sensible of the pro‘prlety of this title ; but
none could be more appropriate for the inhabitan.s of the northern climates
to bestow upon Apollo, the sun of the upper hemisphere. Dupuis, as be-
fore noticed, as well described the cemplaints that would csturally occur,
in q of the ab of the sun in the winter season: ¢ What has
become of the happy temperature which the earth enjoyed in the summer?
that harmony of the el ts which ded with that of the heavens?
that richness, that beauty of our fields,” ete.
Apollo restored this happy state of things, and might, therefore, very
m.y be styled a deity presiding over harmony. ‘“The god of the sun
also the god of music by a natural allusion to the movements
of the gh’hnteu and the mysterious harmony of the spheres,” (Anthon’s
Class. . )—Edit.
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the several circumstances of each season, were taken in a sense
agreeable to the notion they had framed to themselves of Apolle,
The nine Isises which proclaimed the menomenie, or the first days of
every one of the nine months, during which Egypt is freed from the
inundation, bore in their hands symbols peculiar or suitable to each of
these months; as for instance, a pair of compasses, a flute, a trumpet,
a mask, or other attribute, to denote the feast that preceded the sur-
veying of the lands that had been overflowed, or some other solemnity.
All these figures in reality informed men of what they were to do.
They had a general confused remembrance that these were their
functions. But being once become goddesses, people imagined that
they had the superintendence of music, geometry, astronomy, and, all
the sciences. They were united in a chorus to the musician Apollo;
and instead of seeing in the instruments they bore the peculiar cha-
racters of the feasts and works of each month, men took them for the
specific marks of all fine and delicate arts, and even helped on this
fancy, by adding a part of the emblems. They were called in Egypt
the Nine Muses : which signified the nine months rescued from the
waters, or from the tnundation ; an etymology whose exactness is de-
monstrated in the name of Moses, or Mose, which signifies saved
from the waters, disengaged, freed from the waters. Such was the
common name they always retained. But the Greeks, among whom
this chorus of deities was introduced, gave each of them a proper
name. Those names, if they are taken out of their language, con-
formably to the ridiculous notions they entertained of these figures,
are no manner of information to us, and are not worth our translating.
Near the nine Isises that denoted the nine months in which people
might go up and down, and act at liberty, appeared also the three
Isises, that represented the three months during which the water re-
mained on the plains, and hindered the free correspondence of one
city with another. They were drawn sometimes in swathings, and
incapable of making any use either of their feet or arms; sometimes
half women and half lizards, or half fishes; because men must then
remain on the land by the water-side. In fine, (and this last form was
more to the liking of the Greeks,) they were represented as the three
idle sisters, without any attribute, holding one another by the hand ;
because they denoted the inaction of the three mronths of inundation,
that succeeded each other without interruption. And as these three
months broke off the ordinary corres pondence of one city with another,
at a time when they had not as yet raised the magnificent causeways
that have since been made ; the three Isises proclaiming the neomenie
of these months of total separation were called Cheritout,* that is

* From charat, abcingere, comes cheritout r:pudium, scissio,
the interruption of commerce. See the word Cheritout. Isai. 50, 1; and
Dent. 2 4, 1.
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the divorce, the time of #le separation. This word had a relative
sound with the word charites, which in Greek signifies sometimes the
thanksgivings, sometlimes the favours, or a courteous behaviour.
‘Which gave occasion to the Greek poets to imagine that these three
goddesses presided over gratitude and outward charms.
Notwithstanding all the care every city had taken in the month of
Tune to supply itself with necessary provisions, they could not on
many occasions do without the assisiance of each other, and they had
recourse to the conveniency of barks and sails. The bark with its
sail was represented in Egypt and Phenicia under a figure of a
winged steed. On this account it was that the people of Cadis, who
were originally of Phenician extraction, anciently gave a ship,
whether large or small, the name of a horse ;* and speaking of their
barks, they called them their horees. What can be then the meaning
of Pegassus, or the winged horse set by the side of the three Graces
and the nine Muses? If these goddésses preside over gratitude and
the sciences, our winged horse becomes unintelligible. But if our
Charites are the three months’ separation, or the interruption of the
free correspondence of one city with another, in this case indeed Pe-
comes to our assistance ; and if the nine Muses are the nine
figures that publish what is to be done during the nine months in
which Egypt is freed from the waters, then indeed the winged horse,
that is, the boat, becomes a symbol of the end of navigation, and of
the return of the rural works. They therefore gave this figure the
name of Pegassus, which signifies the end of navigation,t according
to the style of ihe Phenician people testified by Strabo, the conveni~
, achf Ravigation.
. n Egyptian or Phenician colony, that had all these figures in the
, ceremonial of its religion, brought them along with it to Phocis in the
1, neighbourhood of Mount Parnassus and of Delphos. They had for
¢ tertain no meaning there, being no way related to anything belong-
o ig to that country. But they had been long honored, together with
their president Apollo, as so many bountiful deities; which was suffi-
« tlent to perpetuate the use of these figures, and the pretty stories
“. which had been devised to account for all.

1,

i, * Gaditarorum mercatores ingentibus uti navibus, pauperes parvis, quas

ys 4uos appellent. Strab. geograph. 1. 2. p. 99. edit. Reg.

i® + From — pag, cessat, otiatur ; and from — sus, cursor, mavis, comes
i Pegasus, mavigationis intermissio. The head of a steed put on the shoulders

__ of Isis, (Pausan, in Arcad.) with a fish in one hand and doves in the

i, "her, was evidently the proclamation of a feast that opened the navigation

sad When the sun left the sign Pices, and brought on the Zephyrs, the gentleness

of which was denoted by the dove.
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It will not be improper, in order to strengthen what has been said,
to observe, that in the ancient figures the three Graces are often seen
