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PREFACE.

IN presenting the MASONIC ADVOCATE to.the mystic
family and to the general reader, it is my most anxious
desire to increase the zeal of the former, and merit the
approbation of the latter. It is more particularly designed
for those who have advanced no farther than “Ancient
Craft Masonry,” on which all other is based, and to which,
alone, a large majority of the brethren belong.

I have also aimed to elevate the order to a higher
standard in the estimation of the public, by affectionately
urging its members to more fully exemplify its noble
principles of Truth and Charity, before an inquisitive
world. ) '

I have presented some matter not previously suggested

by any Masonic writer, and have deviated from the old
~ beaten track in the arrangement of the subjects treated ;
right or wrong, is for the craft to decide.

The historic facts are collected from the best authori-
ties: Oliver, Preston, Clavel, M;)sheim, Mayo, Josephus,
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xiv: PREFACE. ~

Moore, Mackey, and others. To one and all of my con-
temporaries I award my sincere thanks.
t  In abridging Mackey’s and Oliver’s Masonic Lexicons,
I have selected those articles which I believed would
most benefit the greatest number: a large portion of those
useful and elaborate works being devoted to the higher
degrees of Masonry, and to a history of the various rites
that have been practised at different periods and places.
If I have added a single ray to the Masonic light that
is gradually illuminating the intellect of man, I shall be
content. I only ask the same indulgence from my brethren
and the general reader, that my illustrious predecessors
have claimed and received, who have gone this way

before me.
L. CArroLL JUDSON.
‘WarERLOo,-N. Y., March 15, 1859, :
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THE

MASONIC ADVOCATE.

SECTION I.
OBJECTS OF MASONRY.

" ‘MAsoNRry is a subject that has commanded the most
thorough investigation and the profoundest admiration of
the great and good of every age. Intellectual power has
imparted to it the pulsations of eternity. Its principles
bear the impress of Divinity, and were deeply planted in
the heart of man when he came from the clean hands of
his Creator. His heart was then full of tender emotions
and the milk of human kindness—he was quick to see—
strong to feel and anxious to relieve the sufferings of his
fellow-man. He was then adorned with the moral image
of the great Architect of revolving worlds—basked in the
refulgent sunlight of His soul-cheering smiles—held con-
verse with his God, and stood approyed at the stern tri-
bunal of the great Jehovah.

The history of his fall, and the glorious plan of his
restoration to divine favor, is not a subject of discussion
among Masons. We now find man a rough ashler. It is
the great object of the masonic institution to impart to

' amn
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him wisdom—to invest him with the cardinal virtues—
to urge upon him the entire code of moral duties, and so
increase his love of goodness and truth, that he may
become a perfect ashler and nobly fulfil the design of his
creation.

Free from all sectarian creeds of religion—untarnished
by the farina of politics—uninfluenced by mercenary
motives—urged on by a charity, broad as thé universe—
Masonry aims to fraternize the whole human family and
bind it together with the cords of love.

SECTION IIL
PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY.

THE Bible is its great light—its polar star—its meri-
dian sun. With Masons, this is the book of all books.
As a history of that grand epoch when God said —¢ Let
there be light,” it stands alone, clothed in the majesty
of Divinity.

As a chart of human nature—of human rights and
wrongs and of the designs of creative wisdom—its deli-
neations, in precision, fulness, and force of description—
far exceed the finest touches of the master spirits of every
_age of literature. '

As a system of morals and rehglon—lt is clothed with
all the force and eloquence of primary truth.

As a book of sublime poetry—it soars in grandeur above
the noblest productions of the most brilliant talents that
have illuminated and enraptured the classic world.



TIHE MASONIC ADVOCATE. 19

As a book of revelation—it shed a flood of light upon
the intellect of man and added fresh lustre to Reason,
Science and Philosophy.

As a book of prophecy—its divinity and truthfulness
are spread, broadcast, on the pages of well authenticated
history.

As a book of types, shadows, symbols, ceremonies,
mysteries, allegory and parables—its richness in the
beauty of instructive illustration, eclipses the ablest pro-
ductions of the profoundest writers of all time.

As a book of counsel—its wisdom is boundless, meeting
every emergency in time—a golden chain that reaches
from earth to heaven. It teaches us how to live and how
to die—arms the good man in panoply complete—snatches
from death its burning sting—from the grave its boasted
victory, and points the immortal spirit to realms of unfad-
ing glory. Blot out this sacred volume, and you extin-
guish the great light of Masonry—of the church and of
social order. .

From this pure fountain, Masons draw their lessons of
morality—on this immutable foundation they are bound
to build their superstructure—one that will be proof
against the assaults of every temptation to do wrong—
one that shall shield them against the follies and vices of
this world, and prepare them to depart peacefully, when
called to that undiscovered country from whose bourne
no traveller returns.

The member of a Masonic lodge who does not live up
to the standard of morality so clearly shown by the great
light which illuminates every Lodge when at labor—
violates the solemn obligations he has voluntarily assumed,
dishonors the high profession he has made, and cannot
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claim to be a Mason in the full sense of this venerated
name.

The first lessons, so aﬁ'ectnona.tely and impressively
imparted to the Apprentice when he enters the Lodge,
are stamped indelibly upon the true and yielding heart.
He first listens to an earnest prayer to Almighty God in
his behalf, and, unless he professes full confidence and
places his trust in the great Supreme, he can proceed no
farther—hence, no atheist can be a Mason. He is taught
never to enter upon any great undertaking, without first
invoking the sanctmn and aid of Deity. An unwavering
faith in the Creator—hope in immortality—universal
charity—the necessity of Virtue, Temperance, Fortitude,
Prudence and Justice—are more deeply engraven upon
his mind by ceremonies and symbols, than the power of
written language could effect. When he is clothed with
the Lamb-skin or white apron—ever the badge of a Mason
—he is reminded, that the Lamb has been deemed an
emblem of innocence in all ages, and that he who wears
this badge, should be continually reminded of that purity
of life and conduct that are essential to prepare him to
gain admission in the Celestial Lodge above, where the
Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. If instru-
mental in producing this happy result, this badge of inno-
cence will be worn with pleasure to the newly Entered
Apprentice, and with honor to our ancient fraternity.
Let no Mason tarnish this sacred emblem. The Lamb is
not only the personification of innocence, but of meekness,
patience, affection, kindness, and all that adorns a social
nature—a nature that delights in the primary tenets of
our time-honored institution—Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth. This love isthe motive power—the mainspring
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of noble and God-like action. It inculcates every act of
kindness man can bestow upon his fellow-man. It urges
every duty suggested by the warmest sympathy, the most
refined humanity, the noblest benevolence, the broadest
charity.

Relief flows from brotherly love, as free, pure and re-
freshing, as the mountain air. It dries up the gushing
fountains of grief—banishes want from the abode of a
distressed brother, and pours the oil of joy into the wounded
hearts of the widow and orphan.

Truth is a divine attribute and the crowning glory of
Innocence. It is the great safety-valve of human action
—the compass to guide the immortal spirit to the haven
of bliss—the brightest ornament in the Masonic diadem.
Without it, man forfeits his native dignity, and deranges
the design$ of creative wisdom on the tracing board of
human life.

The candidate is reminded, that the Bible is the word
of Truth and the great Light of Masonry.

Temperance is a legitimate fruit of Innocence, and is
designed to shield us from all excesses, both mental and
physical, which flesh is heir to. Intemperance in any-
thing cannot repose under the banner of Innocence.

Fortitude is a cardinal virtue, that all good men and
true delight to practise. It teaches stern integrity and
honesty of purpose in all things, at all times, and under all
circumstances. These are of more consequence than the
most severe physical endurance we can suffer. This virtue
is fully exemplified in the third degree.

Prudence is another of the cardinal virtues strongly
urged upon the Entered Apprentice. It was this that
enabled the immortal Washington to pluck the laurels



22 THE MASONIC ADVOCATE.

from Britain’s brow, and prepare an asywum for the op-
pressed, and become the father of a nation of freemen. It
is a bright star in the crown of every good man, and a
precious jewel in the proud escutcheon of every Mason.

The fourth cardinal virtue is Justice, the stern attribute
of the Great Jehovah. It is the champiorr of Innocence
—the avengér of wrongs—the advocate of right—the
cement of social order—and is indispensable in preserving
an equilibrium in civil society. Unsupported by this,
Masons and Masonry would be hurled into one chaotic
mass, and sink in the dark waters of oblivion, to rise no
more. Let us all carefully cultivate, scrupulously practise,
and nobly exemplify all Masonic virtues in our daily walk
and conversation. These are a portion of the precepts
affectionately urged upon the young novitiate in Masonry
in the first degree. The morals drawn from his working
tools are beautifully explained. At the close of all the
ceremonies and 'lectures, he listens to a solemn charge
with reference to the duties that now devolve upon him
as an obligated Mason. He is charged particularly, to dis-
charge his duty to his God, his neighbor and himself—
to God, in never using His name but with that reverential
awe which is due from the creature to the Creator—to im-
plore His aid in all lawful undertakings, and to adore Him
as the chief good. To his neighbor, in acting towards
him on the square, and doing unto him as he would wish
to be done by. To himself—by avoiding all irregularity
and intemperance, which may impair his faculties or tar-
nish the high character he has assumed by his new pro-
fession, and to so live and conduct himself that he may
secure public esteem and private respect.

The Entered Apprentice who becomes a candidate for
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the sécond, or degree of Fellow Craft, should be Well
versed in all the moral duties inculcated in the first degree,
and be so deeply impressed with their utility and import-
ance, that he will make them his rule of action through
future life. As the first degree is designed to guide him
safely through the period of youth to manhood—so the
second is designed to prepare him for the high and import-
ant duties of mature age, by directing his attention parti-
cularly to the liberal Arts and Sciences, and the acquisition
of useful knowledge.

After assuming the obligations of this degree, the can-
didate is presented with the Plumb, Square, and Level—
the working tools of a Fellow Craft—and is informed that
the Plumb is made use of by operative Masons to raise per-
pendiculars—the Square to square their work, and the
Level to lay horizontals—but as free and accepted Masons,
we make use of them for more noble and glorious pur-
poses. The plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in
our several stations before God and man-—squaring our
actions by the square of virtue, and remembering that we
are travelling upon the level of time to “ that undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveller returns.”

Operative and speculative Masonry are then explained
—the one teaching the application of the rules of Archi-
tecture—the other teaching us to subdue our passions, act
upon the square, keep a tongue of good report, to be faith-
ful to our obligations, and practise every virtue inculcated
by the great light of Masonry. It is so far interwoven
with religion, as to lay us under obligations to pay that
rational homage to Deity, which should constitute our duty
and happiness. It leads the contemplative mind to ad-

mire and reverence the glorious works of creation, and
2
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insptres the most exalted ideas of the perfections of the
great Architect of revolving worlds.

Peace, Unity, and Plenty are then explained.

The candidate is then instructed in the science of Astro-
nomy, illustrated by the terrestrial and celestial globes,
and is requested to pursue this study, with that of geo-
graphy, navigation, and the Arts dependent on them.

The five orders of Architecture are next explained,

. which are the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Com-
posite.

The Tuscan is the most simple and solid, and was
invented in Tuscany. The Doric is the most natural and
plain—the most ancient, and was an improvement on the
Tuscan by the Greeks. The Ionic bears a mean propor-
tion between the more solid and delicate orders. It was
first exhibited by the Ionians in the construction of the
far-famed temple of Diana, at Ephesus. '

The Corinthian is the most ornamental, and is a master-
piece of Art. It wasinvented by Callimachus, of Corinth,
who conceived the idea from observing a basket of toys
upon the tomb of a young lady, covered with a tile, placed
over an acanthus root, having been left there by her
nurse. As the root grew up the leaves encompassed the
basket up to the tile, which forced them to bend down in
their farther growth. The vase of the capital represents
the basket, the abacus the tile, and the volutes the bend-
ing leaves. '

The Composite is a compound of the other orders, and
a Roman invention. Its capital has two rows of the
leaves of the Corinthian—the volutes are Ionic—its
column, the quarter rounds of the Tuscan and Doric. It
combines elegance and strength. The original orders of
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Architecture were the Doric, Ionic, and CORINTHIAN, in-
vented by the Greeks. The Romans borrowed from these
and formed the Tuscan and Composite.

The five human senses are then explained—Hearing,
Seeing, Feeling, Smelling, and Tasting

Hearing is the most comprehensive of the human
senses. Its imprint on memory is enduring. Fuller
intelligence is received on a greater variety of subjects in
a given time, and in a manner more impressive than that
acquired by reading or seeing; and more pleasurable,
because from the human voice divine. It is the great
lever of social intercourse, and the fulcrum of rapid and
certain communication. It is one of the safeguards
against approaching danger. Seeing is next in import-
ance, and the medium of exquisite pleasure—operating
more quickly, and often moving the cerebral organs more
rapidly than the most vivid written description of the
same scenes. Seeing, in a majority of cases, does not
give us the modus operandi of the scene before us, and
cannot inform our judg;ments and enlighten our under-
standings so fully and beneficially as hearing. Some
writers place this at the head of the human senses. As
a source of evanescent pleasure, and a safeguard against
present dangers, it is the greatest. 'As a medium of dis-
covery—of travel, and of the transaction of business and
general intercourse, the argument is strongly in its favor—
but when weighed in the scales with hearing, as a means
of developing and perfecting the intellectual powers of
man, its preponderance is lost. But for hearing, and the
invention of letters, it would be more ephemeral than
substantial.

Feeling enables us to distinguish heat, cold, hardness,

(a3
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goftness, smoothness, roughness, figure, &c., and is an
essential safeguard thrown around us by Him who has
made man the climax of his creative wisdom. This, and
the two former, are important among Masons.

Smelling is the sense which enables us to distinguish
odors, enjoying those that are agreeable, and detecting
those that are obnoxious and sometimes charged with
disease. It is another of our safeguards bestowed by the
Author of all good. _

Tasting is a food directory, and intended to enable us
to reject all unwholesome aliment. It acts in conjunction
~with smelling, the latter being the pioneer. To preserve
these in full vigor, we must be temperate in our habits
and in good health.

The seven liberal arts and sciences are next explained
to the candidate, which are—GRrAMMAR, REETORIC, LogGic,
ArrreMETIC, GEOMETRY, MUsIC, and ASTRONOMY.

The first teaches us to arrange our ideas in correct and
harmonious language when spoken or written.

Rhbetoric teaches us the beauty, fluency, and force of
language, and the powers of correct and finished action.

The figures of Rhetoric are similes, metaphors, allego-
ries, and personifications. Some forms of expression are
called figures—as irony, antithesis, climax, apostrophe,
hyperbole, &c.

Logic engagés the reasoning powers of the mind in
searching after truth, and the judicious arrangement of
propositions and arguments. The arguments may be
a priori, from the former, or a posteriori, from the lat-
ter—the one proving an effect from the next cause—the
other proving a cause from a remote effect. The former
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is called demonstration a priori—the latter demonstration
a posteriort. :

The conclusive argument is called a fortiori—with
stronger grounds for stronger reasons. If] in a contro-
versy, you seize on a new ground of argument which
gives you the stronger side of the question, a fortior: you
must defeat your adversary. -

Every oration or argumentative discourse, really or
covertly, consists of an exordium, question, narration,
argument, refutation, conclusion, and peroration.

Arithmetic teaches the properties of numbers, which are
represented by letters, figures, tables, &c., by which any
desired number is ascertained by numbers already given.
It is of great importance in business transactions and the
investigation of the sciences.

Geometry is the climax of all science. By its radiant
light we trace Nature through her labyrinthian windings
to her most intricate recesses. By it we are led to see
and adore the Almighty power, the infinite wisdom and
boundless goodness of our great Creator. Geometry un-
folds to man the perfection of the harmonious proportions
that connect the universe, and leads him to a contempla-
tion of the sublimity and grandeur of the planetary sys-
tem, and of the symmetry and order of the natural world.
It treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes, in
all cases where length, breadth, and thickness are consi-
dered, from a point to a line, from a line to a superficies,
and from a superficies to a solid.

A point is an indivisible part of space without dimen-
sion. A line has the capacity of length, being continued
from a point to any required distance. A superficies has
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two dimensmns——length‘ and breadth. A solid has three
dimensions—Ilength, breadth, and thickness.

Architecture, the whole range of Engineering, Geogra-
phy, Astronomy, and Mathematics, are based upon this
noble science. The attention of the candidate is next
called to the soul-stirring science of Music, by which con-
cords are so formed as to compose perfect harmony by a
mathematical arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed
sounds. _

The contemplation of Astronomy is next in order, and
unfolds to the inquiring mind the vastness of creative
wisdom, the magnitude of revolving worlds, the harmo-
. nious action of the planetary system, and the unerring
laws that govern the’ universe—all calculated to impress
the candidate more deeply with the existence of a Su-
preme Being, who is God over all. An impressive charge
is then given, pointing to the important duties of man-
hood, and urging a study of the liberal arts and sciences,
especially that of Geometry—a term synonymous with
Masonry, and on which it is based. Its illustrations
demonstrate the divine and moral attributes of Deity, and
will lead the true Mason to primitive truth.

The third, or degree of Master Mason, is emblemati-
cal of old age—its trials, sufferings, and final close of life.

The language of letters can never describe the sub-
limity—the grandeur—the heroic fortitude—the talis-
manic power, and the awful solemnity thrown around
this degree. Its deep-toned lessons may fall upon an
unpropitious soil, but can never be banished from the
memory. With great eloquence and force they recapitu-
late and illustrate the whole duty of man to his God,
his fellow-man and himself. They are calculated to
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impress the candidate deeply with the importance of
living in constant preparation for another and better
world. He is affectionately entreated to secure a full
hope that he will ultimately receive a crown of unfading
glory in realms of bliss beyond the skies, and there repose
in the bosom of his God.

In addition to the other working tools of the preceding
degrees, he is presented with the TROWEL, and informed it
is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to
spread the cement which unites a building into one
common mass; but we, as free and accepted Masons, are
taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious
purpose of spreading the cement of BROTHERLY LOVE and
affection—that cement which unites us into one sacred
band of brothers, among whom no contention should ever
exist, but that noble contention, or rather emulation, of
who can best work and best agree.

The historical traditions and recorded incidents on
which this degree is predicated, are then rehearsed, and
a minute description of the building and structure of
Solomon’s Temple is fully given. Certain hieroglyphi-
cal emblems are also.illustrated, which are rich in the
beauty of truth.

The three steps on the Master’s carpet are emblemati-
cal of the three stages of human life—youth, manhood,
and old age. In youth, as Futered Apprentices, we ought
industriously to occupy our minds in the attainment of
useful knowledge—in manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we
should apply our knowledge to the discharge of our re-
spective duties to God, our neighbors, and ourselves, so
that in advanced age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy the
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happy reflections consequent on a well spent life, and die
in the hope of a glorious immortality.

The Pot of Incense is an emblem of a pure heart, ever
an acceptable sacrifice to Deity; and as this glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow with
gratitude towards the great Author of our existence for
the manifold blessings we constantly enjoy.

The Bee Hive is an emblem of industry, and suggests
the practice of this virtue to all created beings, from the
highest seraph in heaven to the smallest insect that
breathes—more especially should it be practised by
rational and intelligent beings, that we may be enabled
to contribute to the wants of the destitute around us,
when it is in our power to relieve them without incon-
venience to ourselves.

The Book of Constitutions, guarded by the Tyler’s
sword—the sword pointing to the naked heart—the All-
Seeing Eye—the Anchor—Ark—the Forty-seventh Pro-
position of Euclid—the Hour-glass and the Scythe—are
all Masonic emblems, rich in moral instruction, and fully
explained to the newly-made Mason.

A charge is then delivered to him, eloquent, and im-

. pressive, and fully commensurate with the importance of

this sublime degree.

In all the degrees, the majesty and power of God are
fully recognised. On His all-powerful arm our frater-
nizing institution has ever leaned for support. Its career
has been peaceful from its embryo conception to the pre-
sent time. Its great object has ever been to correct the
ferocious propensities of man—to tame his wilder pas-
sions—to plant deeply the seeds of every virtue in his
heart, and imbue him with filial tenderness and an undy-
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ing regard for Deity, the great fountain of love. By
means of an invariable cipher, it holds communication
with all nations, uniting, by the strongest ties, people of
all countries and religions, sowing broadcast the princi-
ples of Charity, Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. This
is the glorious and god-like mission which every Mason is
in duty bound faithfully to execute. If this is done by
all whose names are enrolled upon the records of this
time-honored institution, its benefits to the human family
can only be measured by eternity, and will never be fully
revealed to a gazing world until that great day, when
¢ Man, starting from his couch, shall sleep no more!”

SECTION IIL
PERSECUTION OF MASONS.

With motives so pure—with principles so elevating—
with objects so glorious—with benefits so expanding and
prospective results so ennobling—it may seem problem-
atical to the casual observer why this fraternal institution
should ever have been placed in the searing crucible of
fiery persecution.

To those who are familiar with sacred, profane,
ancient, and modern history, and by the lights of these
trusty beacons have traced human nature through its
labyrinthian mazes, the solution of the problem is plain.

Men have lived in every age, who were determined
to rule or ruin. The poisoned arrows of persecution,
and sometimes of extermination, have been hurled,
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with lightning force, at all institutions devised by philan-
thropy for the benefit of the human family. Ostracism
has stalked abroad at noon-day, and consumed the mid-
night oil to plan and consummate the destruction of the
great and good, and parhlyze their best exertions to alle-
viate the ills flesh is heir to. Upon Masonry its crushing
thunderbolts have spent their greatest force, and yet the
institution has been saved from the machinations of its
enemies. Whilst empires, kingdoms, cities, and nations
have perished amidst the smoking ruins of their loved
temples—whilst the church has been riven into numerous
sections—whilst hundreds of other philanthropic institu-
tions have had their morning glory, their meridian
splendor, and their night of death—MAsoNrY has been
preserved pure and untarnished—her ancient landmarks
are unchanged—her principles unaltered—her charity
unabated—her enduring object to fraternize the world, is
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Its organic
structure contains an indestructible power that will endure,
unimpaired, the revolutions of time. The history of the
past warrants this assertion—a brilliant future will de-
monstrate this proposition, and present it to the gaze of
an admiring world in all the majesty of light.

The unflinching perseverance of Masons amidst per-
sccutions and tribulations, has ever been proverbial.
During the dark ages, when ignorance, bigotry, supersti-
tion, and crime spread the black mantle of gloom over the
intellect of man and converted him into a demon—when
all that was sacred in religion was denounced—when all
that was pure in morals was repudiated—when all that
was dear to humanity was violated by the fanatics of that
dark and dismal era—when the Bible was destroyed wher-
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ever found, and its known adherents executed in the most
cruel manner—when it seemed as if Satan was permitted
to reign triumphant on earth and destroy the last vestige
of truth, virtue, and religion—then, amidst that fiery
persecution—that fearful storm of bigotry—that tornado
of exterminating wrath—MASONRY stood firm as the Rock
of Ages—its members held their meetings in caves in the
mountains and other secret places—preserving the HoLy
BiBLE and their principles, forming the bright nucleus of
the light that ultimately dawned upon a bleeding world,
and again illuminated the immortal mind of man.

At a later period the church became bitter and inhu-
man in its persecution of Masons. For centuries, none
but Masons were employed in the erection of church edi-
fices, and were considered the strong arm of defence by
the ecclesiastics. But, as Romanism increased in power,
its exactions and tyranny became more. oppressive and
intolerant. In 1735, the clergy of Holland publicly
denounced the fraternity, and succeeded in obtaining an
edict from the States-General, prohibiting the further
meeting of the lodges. In Amsterdam, one continued its
communications, until the priests induced a number of
fanatics to break into their room, destroy their furniture,
and arrest the members. They were brought before one .
of the courts—were questioned closely, and answered
frankly all that was proper to be said on the occasion.
They proposed to the magistrates to confer the three
degrees on any person -they might designate, who could
then give them reliable information relative to the objects
of the institution. The Town Clerk was selected—
became a Mason, and his report induced all the magis-
trates and many other influential persons of the city to
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become members and zealous patrons of Masonry. The
edict of prohibition was soon after rescinded, and the
clergy left to more fully digest the eleventh command-
ment.

In 1737, the government of France became feverish
on the subject of Masonry, but a few potations of common
sense being administered, its pulse resumed a healthful
equilibrium. In 17456 the fever returned, and in June of
that year, a lodge, convened at the Hotel de Soissons,
was dispersed by the police, their furniture and jewels
seized, and the landlord fined three thousand livres.

Maria Theresa, who ascended the throne of Germany
in 1740, was influenced by some Anti-masonic females, to
issue an order for the apprehension of all the Masons in
Vienna. The good sense of the Emperor, Joseph I., him-
self a Mason, frustrated the designs of the ladies, and
gave protection to the brethren.

The persecutions of the Roman Church, for a long
period of time the zealous patron of Masonry, have been
the most extensive and determined. On the 28th of
April, 1738, Pope Clement XII. issued the famous bull
against Freemasons, which remains in full force. This -
Roman Pontiff says—“ We have learned, and public
rumor does not permit us to doubt the truth of the report,
that a certain society has been formed under the name of
Freemasons, into which persons of all religions and all
sects are indiscriminately admitted, and whose members
have established certain laws which bind themselves to
each other, and which, in particular, compel their mem-
bers, under the severest penalties, by virtue of an oath
taken on the Holy Secriptures, to preserve an inviolable
secrecy in relation to everything that passes in their
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meetings.” It further affirms that they are hurtful to the
tranquillity of the state and the safety of the soul, and
enjoins all Bishops, Superiors, and Ordinaries, to punish
the Freemasons “with the penalties they deserve, as
people greatly suspected of heresy, having recourse, if
necessary, to the secular arm.” In the following year it
was declared—* that no person shall dare to assemble at
any lodge of the said society, nor be present at any of
their meetings, under pain of death, and confiscation of
goods, the said penalty to be without hope of pardon.”

As late as 1802, all public functionaries in the Ecclesi-
astical States, before they could be installed, were com-
pelled to declare on oath, that they were not members of
the order of Freemasons.

-To the credit of the Catholics of France, they rejected
this famous bull as unjust, and the authorities of Paris
refused to place it upon record. In other Catholic coun-
tries it was approved, and many Masons were arrested—
incarcerated in the dungeons of the Inquisition—subjected
to cruel tortures to compel them to reveal the secrets of
the order, and on their refusal to do this, were consigned
to a long imprisonment. Crudeli, of Florence, was tor-
tured and sentenced to the dungeon of the Inquisition, on
the charge of having furnished an asylum for a Masonic
lodge. The Grand Lodge of England ultimately obtained
his release and furnished him with pecuniary aid.

This bull did not annihilate Masonry, and continued to
lose force up to 1751, when Benedict XIV. breathed into
it new life, and renewed the persecution with more vigor
than at first. Numerous instances of Inquisitorial out-
rages occurred in Italy, Spain, Portugal, and other places
—some were even condemned to the galleys after exhibit-
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ing noble examples of fortitude under the most excruciat-
ing tortures, utterly refusing to violate an iota of their
Masonic obligations. The examples of Tournon, in Spain,
and of John Coustos in Portugal, for endurance and
fidelity, cannot be surpassed. The former was finally
banished from the kingdom, and the latter released from
the galleys through the intercession of the English ambas-
sador. ' -

As at the present day, these persecutions were not con-
fined exclusively to the Catholics. In 1745, the Council
of Berne, in Switzerland, issued a decree prohibiting the
assembling of Freemasons under the severest penalties.
In 1757, the Synod of Sterling, in Scotland, deposed all
their church members who would not renounce Masonry.
'In 1748, the Divan of Constantinople caused a Masonic
lodge to be demolished, its furniture and jewels seized, and
the members arrested. Through the intercession of the
English minister they were released, but the government
prohibited the further introduction of the order into
Turkey.

For the last thirty-two years, some churches in our own
land of boasted freedom in matters of conscience, have
manifested as strong and relentless a spirit of persecution
against Masonry, as the most bigoted Catholic in Europe,
but with no other power than that of expulsion—a power
that was exercised with a vengeance until within a few
years, and even now, the same spirit is rampant in some
of the churches, and not a year passes, but some adhering
Mason in the church is called upon to renounce or walk
the plank.

Political Anti-masonry has run its course in this country,
and sleeps in oblivion. The Anti-masonic pulsations in
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our churches are growing weaker every year; and if the
members of our glorious institution will all trim and light
up their Masonic lamps, opposition ‘will be lost in the
refulgence of the light, and disappear like stars in the full
blaze of the meridian sun.

SECTION 1V.
THE MORALITY OF MASONRY.

This is'drawn from the Holy Bible in all the purity of
that sacred volume, ever open before the brethren of a
Masonic lodge when at labor, and is deemed an indis-
pensable requisite in its work, and to remind them that it
is the gift of God and the great light by which they should
ever be guided in their journey through life, with the full
assurance, that it contains the revealed will of God and is
designed to prepare them to become living stones in that
building, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Dr. Harris has correctly remarked—¢ The moral doc-
trines of Masonry are illustrated in our lodges by’ the
most engaging examples, enforced by the most pathetic
lectures, whilst the signet of heavenly truth stamps them
upon every yielding, receptive heart, in characters inde-
lible.”

Rev. Dr. Hutchinson remarked—¢“The morality of
Masonry instructs us in our duty to our neighbor—teaches
us not to injure him in any of his connections, and, in all
our dealings with him, to act with justice and impartiality.
Tt discourages defamation—it bids us not to circulate any
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whisper of infamy—improve any hint of suspicion, or
publish any failure of conduct. It orders us to be faithful
to our trust—not to deceive him who relies upon us—to
be above the manners of dissimulation—to let the words
of our mouths express the thoughts of our hearts; and
whatever we promise, to religiously perform.”

The concurrent testimony of thousands can be added
to prove the moral purity of the precepts inculcated by
Masonry.

SECTION V.
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

1. It is a secret institution, and admits none but its
own members to its convocations.

Secret societies have existed in every age and country,
and have multiplied so rapidly within the last few years,
that a large majority of our best citizens are now members
of some one of them. That they are members and continue
to be, is an unanswerable argument in favor of secret
associations of this character. Our principles and objects
we proclaim to the world, and hold only our business
meetings privately. All the churches do this—theological
conventions do this—all institutions, from our state Senate
up to the Senate of the United States, sometimes sit with
closed doors. The immaculate Redeemer and his disciples
were in the habit of entering their room on the night of
every eighth day, and closed the door against all intruders.
All cabinet meetings in this and other countries, are held
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in secret. Every discreet and prudent family is a secret
association of the most inviolable and sacred character.
During the early age of the church, its meetings were
more secret than those of Masons at the present time, and
all its members were received in the most secret manner.
The door was always secured against Cowans, or, as the
uninitiated were then called, “dogs,” or Cowans. See
Matth. vii. 6; Philip. iii. 2.

This objection reminds me of a book I once read, with
the following title—“ A man can better judge of a thing,
by knowing something about it.” Ignorance has a nu-
merous and heterogeneous progeny. It newer reasons or
analyzes, and seldom arrives at correct conclusions.

The character of an institution should be determined
by its principles, and those of its members who live up to,
and fully exemplify, those prin