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To

CHARLES TENNYSON, Ese, M. P, -

M. A‘c’ . R Su, . A, 8., &0. &c.
PROVINGIAL

GRAND MASTER OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS
FOR THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN. .

Sir .
' Whilst I was assiduously engaged in arfanging these

Papers for the Press, I received the gratifying intelligence

that the friend and supporter of all my literary labours had

been elevated, by His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex,

to the superintendence of this Masonic District, in the capacity

of its Provincial Grand Master. It required no deliberation

to determine at whose feet these' Lectures should be placed ;
for duty and inclination alike concur in the propriety of in-
scribing - them to you, as the ostensible guardian of Masoury
withia the Proviace; and the legitimate patrom of nll its
collateral pursuits.

To your energies, Sir, I confidently look for the spread of
Masonry in this extensive County. From your enlightened
understanding and vigorous superintendence I anticipate mea-
sures that will secure to the man of letters a profitable em-
ployment for his time in the tyled recesses of the Lodge; for
it may be fairly presumed that if bis mind be not deeply
interested in the investigations, he will soon bid adieu to

Freemasonry.



iv DEDICATION

Experience is a species of wisdom that is seldom erroneous;
and it amply confirms the opinion that a masonic Lodge is
founded upon an issecure basis if it rejects from its illustra-
tions the philosophy, and contents itself with the technicalities
of the Science; like one possessing the keys of a rich casket
of splendid jewels, which he does not possess the curiosity or
the promptitude to open, that their rarity or value may be
correctly estimated.

1t is well known that in our Lectures, much scope is afforded
for amplification both in science and morals ; it cannot then be
a futile expectation, while knowledge is making such a rapid
progress in the present age of free inquiry, that, by the
judicious rule and masterly elucidations of our leg-it_ima'te
governors, our lodges will maintain their proper character of
schools of virtue and dispensers of the liberal arts.

Imbued with these sentiments, it affords me no inconsiderable
degree of pleasure to associate your name with these Lectures,
assured as I am that it will recommend them to the notice of

the fraternity.
I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obliged
And most obedient Servant,
And Brother,

GEO. OLIVER.
Grimsby, Maz. 1, 1820, .
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PREFACE.

Trr excellent Preston says, with much justice, « Many are
deluded by the vague supposition, that our mystenes are
‘merely nominal; that the practices established amongst us-are
frivolous; and that our ceremonies may be adopted or waived
at pleasure. On this false basis we find too many of the
Brethren hurrying through all the degrees of the Order, with-
‘out adverting to the propriety of one step they pursue, or
possessing a single qualification to entitle them to advance-
ment. Passing through the usual formalities, they consider
themselves authorised to rank as masters of the art, solicit and
accept offices, and even assume the government of the lodge,
equally unacquainted with the rules of the institution that they
pretend fo support, and the nature of the trust which they are
. bound to perform. The consequence is obvious; anarchy and
confusion eusue, and the substance is lost in the shadow.—
" Hence men, who ere eminent for ability, rank, and fortune,
frequently view the honours of Masonry with indifference;
and, when their patronage is solicited, either accept offices
with reluctance, or reject them with disdain.
¢¢ Masonry has long laboured under these disadvantages,
-and. every zealous frieud of the Order must earnestly wish for
a correction of the abuse. Of late years, it must be acknow-
ledged, our assemblies have been in general better regulated;
of which the good effects are sufficiently displayed, iz the
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Jjudicious selection of our members, and the proper observance
of our general regulations,

“ Were the Brethern who preside at our meetings to be
properly instructed previous to their Qppointment, and duly
apprised of the offices they are chosen to support, a general
reformation would speedily take place. This eonduct would
establish the propri.ety of our government, and lead men to ac-
knowledge that-our honours were not undescrvedly conferred;
the ancient consequence of .the Order would be restored, and
the reputation of the Society preserved. - Till genuine merit
shall distinguish our claim to the honours of Masoary; and
regularity of deportment display the influence and utility of our
rules, the world in general will not be led to reconcile our pro-
ceedings -with our professions.”*

. In coincidence with these sentiments, I am decidedly of
opinion that much general knowledge is necessary to expand
the mind, and familiarise it with masonic discussions and
illustrations, before a brother can be pronounced competent

to undertake the arduous. duty of governing a Lodge. A

Master of the work ought to have nothing to learn. He
should be fully qualified, not ounly to instruet the younger
brethren, but to resolve the doubts of those who ‘are mare
advanced in masonic kaowledge; to reconcile appatent con-
tradictions; to settle chronologies, and to elucidate obscure
facts or mystic legends; as well as to answer the objections
and to render pointless the ridicule of our uminitiated’ ad-
versaries, -

¢ Illustr. p. 11. Edit. xifi.
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- Impretsed with these ideas at a very early period of my
masonic career, it soon occurred to me that some aid was
Waating to eomvey- a species -of information on the subject of
dur antiquities: which was not generally attainable in the com-
meon routite of our Lodge pursuits; and that desideratum I
eptertained the ambition of attempting to supply. Flow farl
have sunoceeded must be submitted to the fiat of the literary
and intelligent portion of our community. The series is before
them,. and to their decision I implicitly bow.

- The comprehensive nature of the enquiries embraced in the
present Volume has not been without its difficulties. The ar-
rangement is in a great measure new, and proportionably
abstruse, and therefore I have advanced with much caution
and have not ventured to introduce any single fact withdut its
sccompanying authority. Hence any. person who may be
desirious of following in the same track, will be comparatively
free from the intricacies with which I have been surrounded ;

and mey refer without difficulty to the original sources from -

whence I have drawn my information.

It is to be hoped that this work will display the beautyof -

Christianity with some degree of effect, by pourtraying the
abhorrent superstitions and revolting customs which were in-
troduced amongst all nations during the prevalence of idolatry,
and the absence of LiGHT from the mind ; for during the entire
period from the Dispersion to the Advent of Christ; the whole
world, with a very inconsiderable exception, sat in DARKNEsS
AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, and were enveloped in a veil
of delusion go impervious that all the exertions of their wisest
philosophers were ineffectual to obtain the least glimmering of

\
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Light, until it burst upon the world with effulgent glory in the
person of our blessed Redeemer. ‘

It will be seen by those who have perused the Prospectus,
that I bave altered my original plan, and have snl.)st:t,nted
LecTURRs for CHAPTERS, that the arrangemeat.may corre-
spond with the former Volume. Some of them are necessarily
short; but this will be amply compensated for by the extent
and variety of the Notes with which each Lecture is accom-
panied. By this means I have been enabled to embhody a con-,
siderable portion of interesﬁﬁg matter, without swelling out
the volame to an uuwieldly and inconvenient size; aad I-
flatter myself thai the general reader will meet with o fund of.
entertaining information which will materially assist him in.
gny researches he may be inclined to make, either into the.
antiquitity of Masonry, or the parallel institutions of the
heathen world.

As the Lectures are numerous and the Sub,;ects scientifically
arranged, I have introduced an analytical Table of Contents
iu preference to an Index, as I think it will afford, & more.
comprehensive view of each particnlir division, and give an
equal facility of reference to. the ceremanial, doctrinal, or
symbolical portions of the respective Systems which haye,
fallen under our notice. ' :




TESTIMONIES

LIn favour of the formee Volume on

SIGNS - AND SYMBOLS.

From the Gentleman'’s Magazine, April, 1828, p. 328.
The Lecture on the Cherubim is a happy specimen of
essfol industry and persevering research; and, placing
onry out of the question, merits the attention of every
er who feels the power of religion in his soul.”
We think the book is well written, and merits a place in-
7 gentleman’s library, whether he be a brother or not.”
On the whole, though in some points we differ from the
ed author, we have yet been highly gratified by the
al of his book ; and wait anxiously for the promised ap-
nce of the Second Volume, in which we hope to see some’
more objectionable doctrines fully handled; as we con-
1at it is desirable to be completely satisfied that Masonry
nded on the strong and imperishable basis of religious

’

'okn Crossley, Esq. P. G. M. for the Eastern Division of
" Lancashire.

our Lectures on Freemasonry promise fair to be of

utility to Masonry in general, and to the Members

'in particular.”
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Bro. J. Wilson, Esg. Arundel, Pa. P. G. 8. W. for Sussex.
¢ T have perused the whole of your Masonic Publications
with attention, and I may add with infinite delight: they are,
according to my humble judgment, decidedly the best Works
oun our beautiful Order that I have yet read or seen.—I there-
fore regard them as a Treasure.”

Bro. T. Preston, Esq. Manchester, P. G. Sec. E. Lancashire,
- ¢ It is very pleasing to say, that [ have heard your Books
frequently spoken of among masons, and the ¢ popalar world,’
in terms the most gratifying; for my own part, I consider

these publications to have done much good in the craft, and

hope your labours for the cause of Masoary, and the benefit of
the Christian world, will not end here.”

Bro. James Cornish, Falmouth.
“ 1 beg leave to express my acknowledgements for the
curious and interesting information your research into Ma-
sonic Mysteries has given to the world,”

Rev. Gilmour Robinson, P. G. Chap. Kirkham, Lancaskire,

« I have it in command from the Lodge in general, to ex-
press to you their Thanks for the valuable zeal and talent
which you have displayed in your last, as well as previous
ivorks, in the cause of pure and genuine Masonry. You
have been the means of enlightening many persons (ignorant
of the design of Masonry,) in my own immediate neighbour-
bood, and of persuading them that ¢ Men may disgrace
Masonry, but that Masonry can never disgrace them’.” '
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Bro. James Bobie, Bsq. Beith, Scatland.
¢“Jt is decidedly the best Masonic production I have
met with.”

D e

Bro. Jesse Lee,* Tunnel Lock, Manchester.

¢ Your Lectures have been read with great pleasure and
satisfaction by many of our brethren in Manchester, who
bestow upon them every encomium they so deservedly com-
mand. Much good has, I believe, been already done by their
promulgation, and more I anticipahe will arise as they become
more extensively read, and for which you are highly worthy
of the thanks of all the Fraternity.”

Bro. C. H. Watling,; Esq. Jesus College, Ozford.
“ We wish that you may largely reap the fruits of your ex-
cellent and praiseworthy efforts.”

———

Bro. William Tiffen, Hythe, Kent,

¢ I have derived so great pleasure from the perusal of your

"

seveyai publications on Free-Masonry, that I cannot refrain
tendering you my best thanks, as a mewber of that body, for
the laborious research you have manifested therein, and the
satisfactory conclusions you have enabled studious brethren to
ﬁve at. '

" @ Ibeg to thank this gentleman for the medallion which he was i0
kind as to forward to me after the publication of my former Volume. T
shall preserve it as ay honourable testihony of his esteoes.
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From Bro. T. Pearson, Secretary of the Royal Brunswick
Lodge, 656, Sheffield. :

“« At a general Meeting of the Brethren of this Lodge,
it was proposed by Brother Wiltiam Padley, seconded by
Brother Styring, and resolved unanimously, that a Vote
of our most sincere and grateful Thanks be presented to
Brother the Rev. G. Oliver, in testimony of the high opinion
we entertain of his talent as manifested in his Works on Free-
masonry ;—for the instruction which we have individually
derived from their perusal;—and for the further extension of
the valuable Science of Freemasonry, which we anticipate
will be the happy result of his arduous and unremitted ex-
ertions in so good a cause.”

Bro. Jokn Williams, Esq. Liverpool. P. G. S.W. Western
Drvision, Lancashire.

¢¢ Although I differ much from many of your views and
sentiments contained in the ¢ Antiquities of Masonry,” which
I think you have strained, (pardon the freedom of the ex-
pression, it is honestly meant,) to make Masonry appear as
connected with Christianity—when I think the history of our
Order proves the contrary—yet I confess you have made ample
amends in your last work, the ¢ Signs and Symbols,’ which I
have no hesitation in asserting is decidedly the best Masonic
.work ever published in this country, and exhibits more learn-
ing and research than have usually been bestowed on works
purporting to illastrate our order.”
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: " Bro. W. Hartley, Sec. Lime Rock Lodge, 147, Clithero.

¢ Your Lectures have been read in the Lodge here, and
received with the utmost pleasure and satisfaction;—and, itis
devoutly to be wished that the circulation of them may be
rapid and extensive.”

——

Bro. Samuel Joknson, Esq. Belmont, Shrewsbury.
¢ Permit me to avail myself of the present opportunity to
express to you the pleasure and information the Members of
the Salopian Lodge have derived by the perusal of the
Lectures; and their earnest hope, that the work may have
the desirable tendency to prove to the world that Free-
masonry has religion for its basis, and morality inculcated
by enforcing the practice of the sublime and social virtues.”

Bro. N. Highmore, Esq. Sherborne, Dorsetshire.
- ¢ Is it still your intention to publish the continuation of the
Masonic History, from your ¢ Antiquities’ down to the present
time? If your materials are sufficiently arranged to enable
you to circulate a Prospectus when you distribute your forth-
coming publication, you could then ascertain, at a very trifling
additional expence, what the probable sale would be, and
whether it would be likely to repay you for your very
laborious, though praise-worthy exertions in the cause: and,
if you resolve on publishing, you would at least know the
number of copies that could be immediately disposed of, so as
to determine on the additional quantity, (if any) you might
chuse to have printed for sale.—1 should think, and for the
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honour of Masonry realy hope, that it. would: folly asswee
your expectations; as a gdod connected History of 'our
ancient and honourable Institution could not fail te frove-an
invaluable acquisition to the fraternity at large.——For -myself;
I can only add, how truly gratified I should feel in possessing
the entire work,—and would mest willingly become a Swub-

scriber for that purpose.”*

Bro. Jokn Eyre, Esq. Marlborough, P. G. 8. W. Wiltshire.
“ Your former excellent Works I have read with so
much pleasure and satisfaction to myself, and the Lodge under

* T have received many enquirics about the two additional Grand
Periods of Masonry to complete my former Volume of Antiquit}es, ending
with the advent of ‘Jesus Christ. I beg to answer here that these two
Periods have heen long ready for tho Press, but of themselves would
scarcely be suflicient to form a Volume. I have also becn requested by
many Brethren to publish an uniform Edition of my Masonic Sermons ;
and by others to editc a Volume of origimal Masonic Poctry. I am ep-
prehensive however that none of these designs would of itsclf offer u cire
culation sufficiently extensive to tempt{ me into the measurc} but perhaps
the union of them all might be generally desirable to the brethren, and at
the same time rcmuncrate the publisher. I thercfore propose, if it meet
the wishes of the fraternity, to compile a concluding Volume of the same
size and price as tho present, which shall contain, 1. The two Grand
Periods of Frcemasonry, from the Dedication of King Solomon’s Temple
to the Birth of Christ; 2. A complete Edition of Masonic Sermons, il-’
lastrated by Notes and Rcfercnces; and 8. Original Poetry on thé
subject of Masonry; for. the latter department of which I now invite
contributions. And I think it farther nccessary to state, that J shall.
issue no Proposals for the publication of this Volume, but shall print it
without Subscribers if I find a competent number of brethren of _opinion
that such a Work would be acceptable to-the Crafs, .
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me have derived such a source of gratification, as well as in-
formation, on the subject of our excellent Institution from them,
that I beg you will be pleased to add my name as a sub-
sexiber.to your new publication.”
Bro. Wilkiam Madox, Eeg. P. S. W. Grand Steward’s Ledge,
¢ Those friends with whom I have conversed on your former
Work, the Lectures, have expressed thempelves well pleased
with its execution, and with the research manifested in its
pages, and we confidently expect equal gratification in thag
which you have announced.”

Bro. C. Maddison, Esq. Pa. P. G. S. W. Batk.

“ T received with great pleasure your Prospectus for a
‘Work, which, like all your former publications, cannot fail
. to be highly valuable to the craft—instructive to all, and
peculiarly interesting to those who search deeply into the spiri¢
of our beautiful institution.”

Bro. Samuel Noble, P. M. Charlton, Kent.
¢ I return you my sincere thanks for the opportunity you
have afforded us to become more intimately acquainted with
the ancient mysteries of our Order; being assured from a
perusal of your Prospectus, that it will confer on the fraternity
an additional obligation, and tend to restore Masonry to its
original purity, silence the scoffer at its mysteries, and render

the good Mason more devoted to its interests.”
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Bro. Robert Hudson, P. M. St. Johw'’s Lodge, 151, Rathfri-
) land, Ireland. :

“ Your Lectures have been hailed by the fraternity here,
with every demonstration of joy, as one of the most useful
publications on the subject they have ever seen, and one
much called for at present, for theré is no place in which
Freemasonry is more misrepresented than in this country.

Your book has been put into the hands of respectable dnd
' intelligent persons, not freemasons, who have admitted that
your Lectures have given them an idea of the Order they
never conceived before.”
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' | ??i#tvm of Inmitiatiow,

THE FIRST COURSE.

LECTURE 1.

GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

INITIATION may be traced to a period of the
most remote antiquity. ' In the infancy of the world
the ceremonies would be few and unostentatious,
and consist perhaps, like that of admission . into
christianity, of a simple lustration, conferred alike
an all, in the hope that all would practise the social
duties of benevolence and good will to man, and
‘unsophisticated devotion to God.* It was after the
stream of iniquity had inundated the world, and
bad men had converted a sacred institution into
ridicule from its simplicity} and easiness of access,

* This was doubtless primitive Masonry ; —in reality nothing more than
the practice of those simple moral precepts which were enjoined by a re-
ligion, pure as it came from the hand of God, and unadulterated by
foreign innovations.

+ Warburton says, that it was an universal opinion that the heathen
Mysteries were instituted pure; (Div. Leg. vol. i, p. 172.) refemng doubt-
less to the primitive Science here described.

B
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that some discrimination became necessary, and the
rites assumed a higher and more imposing form.
The distinguished few who retained their fidelity,
uncontaminated by the contagion of evil example,
would soon be able to-estimate the superior benefits
of an isolated institution which afforded the- high
advantage of a select society, and kept at an un-
approachable distance, the profane scoffer, from
whose presence their pure devotions and social
converse would be polluted by impiety, or inter-
rupted by contumelious language or unholy mirth.
To prevent such intrusion therefore, the rites of
initiation would become progressively more com-
plicated, and some distinctive tokens would be
‘adopted as infallible tests to separate the pious
worshipper from the licentious worldling; and en-
able the former to detect with unerring certainty
the truth or falsehood of any pretensions to a frater-
nity with the faithful followers of the true God.*

* The divine Enoch gave to these rites a decisive character, and added
to the practice of divine worship. the study and application of human
science. ‘ Enoch was the first who invented books and different sorts of
writing. The ancient Greeks declare that Enoch is the same as Mercury
Trismegistus, and that he taught the sons of men the art of building cities,
and enacted some admirable laws. In his days 180 cities were built; of
these, that which was the least, was Edessa. He discovered the knowledge
of the Zodiac and the course of the Planets; and he pointed out to the sons
of men, that they should worship God, that they should fast, that they
should pray, thatthey should give alms, votive offerings and tenths. He
reprobated abominable foods and drunkenness, and appointed festivals
for sacrifices to the Sun at each of the Zodiacal Signs, &c. &c.” (Bar
Hebreeus, cited by Wait, Orient. Ant. p. 182.) It will be observed that
in the latter part of the above quotation, Enoch is converted into an
idolater; but the author evidently blends into one, the characters of
Enoch and Enos, ' o0
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Their ordinary employment was in the noble im-
provements of human nature,* literature, and true
religion, the knowledge or contemplation of God
and his wisdom in making, ordering, and govern-
ing the world; together with the study of the
motions of the heavenly bodies, and the sciences of
astronomy and geometry therein employed ; which
are the noblest studies, and suppose or involve some
skill in Letters, first used in writing and in num-
bering.t The study of Astronomy was indeed a
favourite pursuit with the pious race} who flourished
before the deluge, and from its sublimity would
doubtless be ene of the Sciences inculcated on the
initiated. Whether it led to the practice of the
Sabean superstition is matter of conjecture;§ but

* According to the Bechinath Happerushim, the doctrine of the Patriarchs
before the flood consisted of traditions of the Creation, Paradise, the Seventh
day, the Fall of Man, Cain’s fratricide, &c. to which, after the flood were.
added the Seven precepts of Noah. Vid. Wait. ut supra. Pref. p. viii;
and the Antiquities of Freemasonry, by the Author of this Work. p. 182,

+ Cumb. Sanch. p. 226.

4 This was the race which the Freemasons of the present day regg:d as
their most early predecessors in the practice of rites, to which accident
gave the name of Masonry, vid. Ant, of Masonry. p. 17, )

§ Bishop Cumberland says,  the chief suggestion which Moses has’
given us concerning the beginning of idolatry before the flood is in Gen.
iv. 26. the words being translated as in the margin of our bibles, then,.
while Enos lived, men began to call THEMSELVES by the mame of the Lord ;
i. e. to be deified.” (Cumb. Sanch. p. 304.) Maimonides however was.
decidedly of opinion that the antediluvians were addicted to the solar and
sideral worship. These are his words: In the days of Enos the son of
Seth, men fell into grievous errors, and even Enos himself partook of their
infatuation. Their language was, that since God had placed on high the
heavenly bodies, and used them as his ministers, it was evidently his will,
that they should receive from man the same veneration as the servants of
& great prince justly claim from the subject multitude. Impressed with.

.B2
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we have no reason to believe that it produced any
surreptitious rites bearing a charactistic similar to
the polluted Mysteries of the postdiluvians.* ~Such
was Initiation in these primeval ages, and thus
it passed through the hands of the antediluvian
patriarchs unalloyed' by any innovations which
mlght tend to vitiate its beneﬁts, or circuimscribe
its blessings.

But after the flood the altar of Darkness‘f was

this ndbtion, they began to build temples to the stars, to sacrifice to them
and to worship them, in the vain expectation that they should thus please
the Creator of all things. At first indeed they did not suppose the stars to
-be tite only deities, but adored in conjunction with them, the Lord God
Omnipotent. In process of time however, thit great and venerable Name
was totally forgotten, and the whole human race retained no other religion
than the idolatrous worship of the host of heaven.” (Maim. de Idol. apud
Fab. Mys. Cab. vol. i. p. 10.) The patriarch Noah however should have
been excepted from this general charge of idolatry, for we know from an

aythority higher than that of Maimonides, that Noah was a just man and ~

walked with God. (Gen. vi. 9.)

--* The early attachment to this science thus displayed, produced some
very curious fables in subsequent ages. Thus Atlas is represented as sup-
porting the heavens on his shoulders ; a fiction arising entirely out of his
reputed knowledge of astronomy, for Atlas was but a personification of
Enoch, who is said to have invented or greatly improved this sablime
science. Heraclitus (de incred. c. 4.) tells us that Atlas was the first
eminent astronomer of the antediluvian world, and Eupolemus in Eusebius

(Prep. Evan. . ix. c. 17.) ascribes the invention of astronomy to Enoch,

_which ds no inconsiderable proof of their identity,

+ It may be observed here, that in all the idolatrous systems, Darkness_

was honoured with peculiar marks of veneration, by reason of its superior
antiquity; and was identified with the Great Mother, (for Venus and
Night were the same individual deity, Orph. Hymn. 2.) who, representing
equally the earth and the ark of Noah, remained enveloped in the blackest
shades of darkness, both before the creation, and during the prévalence of
the diluvian waters. (Vid. Signs and Symbols, by the Author of this

Work. 1. vi.p.104.) And this awful goddess was no other than the Isis, or

Ceres, or Rhea, or Ceridwen of the Mysteries. (Signs and Symb. pref. xiv.)
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arrayed against the altar of Light; the patriarcha]
ordinances were perverted; the rites of Buddha
were engrafted on the pure ceremonies of the ma-
sonic ritual, and the plains of Shinar resounded
with the frantic yellings of the rebellious Cuthites.*

By subsequent corruptions, the arkite rites thus
boldly introduced,t at length assumed the more
complex form of Brahmemsm,j: and were at length

® Faber contends that idolatry commenced at Babel, from that passage
in which * the prophet of the Apocalypse styles Babylon or Babel, the
mother of harlots and abominations of the eartlr; (Rev. xvii. 5.) by which
is meant, in the figurative language of scripture, that all the abominations
of apostate idolatry originated from that city as from a common parent.”
{Pag. Idol. vol. i. p. 77.) -

+ Signs and Symbols. p. 81. .

3 The mysterious systems of polytheism branched off into two great
sects, which have "been distinguished by mythologists, under the names
of Buddh‘ism and Brahmenism, each possessing its own peculiarities
which marked a distinctive character; separating their professors from
each other by conflicting ordinances, and often producing inextinguishable
hatred and sanguinary hostility. The mixed tribes who emigrated from
Shinar under the direction of a Cuthite priesthood and nobility adopted
the latter system, while the unmixed tribes adhered to the former. (Fab.
Pag. Idol. vol. ii. p. 361.) "The Indians, the Greeks, (except Pytha-
goras, who practised a modification of Buddhism,) and the Britons were
Brahmenists, while the Chinese, the Japanese, the Persians, and the
Saxons were Buddhists. In all the general principles of idolatry they
were substantially the same; but the latter was a more warlike system,
and its followers partook of the martial spirit of its founders, the aneient
Saca?. The distinctions between these two sects were arbitrary. The
Buddhists were Magians, the Brahmenists were Sabians; and, how
abhorrent soever it may apppear from the mild and bloodless character of
the primitive Buddha, the former maintained their superiority by the
sword, the latter were peaceable and addicted to the arts of civil and
social life; they also professed to pay their devotions to one supreme
God, while the Buddhists held the figment of two independent
principles of Good and Evil, who were deemed to be perpetually at
varianee with each other. In some nations the two systems became, ih

B3
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solemnized with such splendour of ceremonial pomp
and imposing magnificence of decoration, that they
excited universal notice, and their peculiar symbols
were introduced into the celestial sphere.* The
apostacy was attractive, and the spurious initiations
succeeded almost perfectly in extinguishing the un-
presuming blaze of truth, which is now denominated -
Masonry, supported only by the unpopular recom-
mendations of silent devotion to God and unoffend-
ing simplicity to man; accompanied by a life which
shrunk from the ostentatious expressions of public
applause, without any distinctions in this world,
but such as emanate from piety and virtue. At the
dispersion, the impious architects of Babel travelled
‘into distant countries, each tribe under its ostensible
leader, bearing the sacred Ark of the favourite deity,
under whose protection they penetrated into un-
‘known climes without dread or dismay.t The sur-
reptitious initiations of idolatrous observance swept
‘through the world with the force and vigour of a
mighty whirlwind, involving nation after nation in
their gigantic focus, until they literally covered the
earth as the waters cover the sea.f They sprang

subsequent ages, 8o intimately blended, that the minute distinctions of
each were swallowed up in the broad outline of the general scheme. Of
these, the Indians and the Britons may be marked out as the chief.

* Fab. Mys. Cab. vol. i. p. 208.

t It is evident from Josephus, (Ant. Jud. L. i. c. 4.) that a regular ido-
latrous priesthood was established prior to that dispersion; for he says,
citing from Hestizus, ‘ the priests of Jupiter the conqueror, surviving the
general destruction, having preserved the holy vessels and ornaments, re-
paired with them to Babylon.”

$ Zosim. 1, iv. apud Warb. Div. Leg.
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ap in the East like some insignificant plant, but

grew and enlarged with such prodigious rapidity

and strength, that soon their vigourous branches

spread from east to west, from north to south.
The continent of Asia was pervaded in every part

of its vast and spacious surface; the shores of Africa

basked under their shade, and - disseminated their

abominations ;* they imparted activity to the ad-

ventrous designs of the Phenician merchants, and

gave distinction to the Greek and Rqman name;

the distant isles of Britain and Hibernia; the cold

and inhospitable regions of Scandinavia and Iceland

alike yielded subserviency to their imperious sway;

and even the distant and unknown colonies which

peopled the woods and forests of the new world,

felt and acknowledged their utility in enslaving and

reducing to abject submission the savage nature of
their fierce inhabitants.t

* I may be allowed to observe, as a reason why, in the following ilius-
trations, I have not devoted any formal section to the Mysteries of Egypt,
that those of Ceres and Bacchus were borrowed from that country, (Warb.
Div. Leg. vol.i. p.177.) and were 8o exactly similar in all their ceremonies,
that their introduction would have been an instance of tautological repeti-
tion exceedingly tedious, if not disgusting. I have been particularly
.copious in my illustration of the Greek Mysteries, and the few peculiarities
by which Egypt was distinguished will find a place in the following pages.

+ The Mysteries, after they were once instituted, which probably took
place on the plains of Shinar before the dispersion of mankind, spread
over the world with a rapidity which is truly astonishing. They were in-
-troduced into India by Brahma, into China and Japan by Buddha, into
Egypt by Thoth the son of Mizmaim, (Ant. Mas. p. 148.) into Persia by
Zeradusht, (Pococke. Spec. Hist. Arab. p. 147.) into Greece by Melampus,
(Herod. L. ii. c. 4.) or Cadmus, (Epiphan. adv. Her. 1. i.) into Baotia by
Prometheus and his son, (Etnzus. Pausan. Baot. p. 300.) into Crete by

~
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The universal Deluge would produce a tremiendous
effect on the minds of the survivors, and as a know-
ledge of this terrible event was propagated amengst,
their posterity, it would naturally be accompanied.
by a veneration for the piety, and afterwards: for the
person of the favoured few who were preserved from
destruction by the visible interference of the divinity,
This veneration inereasing with the march of time,
and with the increasing oblivion of the peculiar
manner in which their salvation was accomplished,
at length assumed the form of an idolatrous worship,

and Nimrod, the first open apostate, instituted a -
series of divine honours to Noah and his triple.

offspring, who were identified with-the Sabian
worship, and gave the original impulse.to the helio-

arkite superstition. Hence the Sun and Noah were -

worshipped in conjunction with the Moon and the
Ark,* which latter subsequently reptesented the

Minos, into Samothrace by Eumolpus or Dardanus, (Bp. Marsh. Horée
Pelasg. p. 9.) into Messend by Caucon, (Pausan. Messen. p. 281.) into
Thebes by Methapus, into Athens by Erectheus, into Etruria by Philos-
tratus, (Apoll. Bibl. L iii. c. 5.) into the city of Arene by Lycus, into
Thrace by Orpheus, into Italy by the Pelasgi, (Bp. Marsh. Hor. Pelasg.
p. 9.) into Cyprus by Cinyras, into Gaul and Britain by Gomer or his
immediate descendants, into Scandinavia by Sigge or Odin, into Mexico
by Vitzliputzli, (Purch. Pilgr. b. viii. ¢. 10.) and into Perau by Manco
Capac and his wife. (Garcilasso. b. i. c. 15.) Hence it will follow by a
clear induction that all the Mysteries throughout the world were the same
in substance, being derived from one source, and celebrated in honour of
the same deities, though acknowledged under different appellations.

* Mr. Faber conceives that ¢ the ancient mythologists considered the
whole frame of the heavens in the light of an enormous ship. In it they
placed the Sun as the fountain of light and heat; and assigned to him as
the acknowledged representative of the great father, the office of pllot."
(Pag. Idol. vol. i. p: 36.)
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femdle principle, and-was acknowledged in different
nations.under. the various appellations of Isis, Venus,
Astarte, Ceres, Proserpine, Rhea, Sita, Ceridwen,
F'rea, &e. while the former, or male principle, as-
sumed the names of Qsiris, Saturn, Jupiter, Neptune,
Baochus, Adonis, Hu, Brahma, Odin, &c. which by
degrees introduced the abominations of the phallic
worship; while Vesta represented the Ark itself,
Minerva the divine wisdom and justice which pro-
duced the deluge and preserved the Ark -upon its
waters, Iris was the rainbow, and Juno the arkite
dove. On these rude beginnings the whole com-
plicated machinery of the Mysteries was formed,
which completely banished from the political horizon
of idolatry the true knowledge of God, and of a
superintending providence. Each of these deities
had legitimate and appropriate symbols, which ulti-
mately became substituted for the antitype, and in-
troduced amongst mankind the worship of animals,
and the inanimate objects of the creation. - .
Added to this, the doctrine of the influences of
the heavenly bodies over the affairs of men was as-
siduously inculcated, and as the supernal deities
were consecrated into the principal stars, ‘their
priests were supposed to be invested with a power
of directing those influences at pleasure ; and the
high rewards-of a residence with them in the same
happy mansions was held out to all the virtuous wka
embraced their opinions; which may afford an ad-
ditional reason why the system extended itself so
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generally over the face of the earth; for the priests,
thus potent and despotic, would not fail to consign
to universal execration and contempt in the present
world, and eternal torment in the next, the reputed
impious contemner of their rites, while rewards
and honours would be accumulated on these who
distingunished themselves in the defence of their
apostacy from the simplicity of primitive worship.*
- And the triumph of this diabolical system was
complete by the invention of the Metempsychosis,
in which they were taught to believe that the un-
happy soul of the wicked despiser of the Mysteries
was doomed to a transmigration of three thousand
years duration. This doctrine was a fearful engine
in the hand of a politic priesthood to enslave the
mind through the influence of imaginary fears.
What could be more terrible than the contemplation
of a punishment which degraded the human soul
beneath its natural superiority of character, and con-
signed it to a long succession of transmigrations
through the polluted bodies of ravenous beasts, or
Joathsome reptiles?t And who would be bold

& Maurice asserts from Porphyry in Eusebius, that in the most early
times, ¢ the whole Thebais united in acknowledging a supreme, presiding
Spirit, whom they called Cneph, upon which account they were excused from
paying the public taxes, levied to defray the expences of maintaining the
‘sacred animals adored in the cities of Egypt.” (Ind. Ant. vol. iv. p. 673.)
Cneph was a serpent-deity, and was affirmed to be the Creator of the
world. (Euseb. prep. Evan. l. iii. c. 11.)
¢ ¢ Thus in the ordinances of Menu it is decreed, that, ¢ a man who
designedly takes away the property of another, or eats any holy cake not
first presented to the deity at a solemn rite,” in defiance, I suppose, or
contempt of the holy ordinance, ¢ shall inevitably sink to the condition of
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enough to. reject or contemn a system which bore
the ensigns of such a dreadful retribution ?
Meanwhile the true Light of Masonry glimmered
in the socket;—feebly and more feebly were its
beams emitted as the overpowering domination of
its earth-born* adversary made all nations and

a brute.”” (Sir W. Jones. Works. vol. iii. p. 453.) ¢ The slayer of a
Brahmin must enter, according to the circumstances of his crime, the
body of a dog, a boar, an asg, a camel, a bull, a goat, a sheep, a stag, a
bird,. a chandala, or & pucassa.” (Ibid. p, 451.) He who steals the gold
of apriest, shall pdss a thousand times into the bodies of spiders, of snakes
and chameleons, of crocodiles and other aquatic monsters, or of mischievous,
bloed-sucking demons.” (Ibid. p.451.) Inthe BhagvatGeeta this degrad-
ing species of punishment is still more pointedly denounced on the despisers
of the sacred Mysteries. ¢ Because of their 'folly,” says the god Crighna,
¢ they adopt false doctrine and continue to live the life of impurity, therefore
I cast down upon the earth those furious abject wretches, those evil beings
who thus despise me, into the wombs of evil spirits and unclean beasts. Being
doomed to the wombs of Assoors (demons) from birth to birth, at length,
not finding me, they go into the most infernal regions.” (p. 116, 117.)

# I have denominated the surreptitious initiations earth-born in con-
tradistinction to the purity of Freemasonry, which was certainly derived
from above. And to those who contend that Masonry is nothing more
than a miserable relic of the idolatrous mysteries, (vid. Fab. Pag. Idol.
vol. iii. p. 190.) I would reply in the emphatic words of an inspired
Apostle; < Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and
bitter? Can the fig tree bear olive berries? either a vine figs? so can no
fountain both yield salt water and fresh. The wisdom that is from above
is first pure then. peaceable, full of mercy and good fruits. (James iii.
11, 18, 17.) I wish to be distinct and intelligible on this point, as some
misapprehensions, probably wilful, are afloat respecting the immediate
dbject of my former volume of Signs and Symbols, and I have been told
that the arguments there used, afford an indirect sanction to the opinion
that Masonry is derived from the Mysteries. In answer to this charge, if
it require one, I only need refer to pages 4, 5, 6, 217, of that volume; and
to declare explicitly my firm opinion, founded on intense study and
abstruse research, that the Science which we now denominate Speculative
Masonry was coeval, at least, with the creation of our globe, and that the
far-famed Mysteries of idolatry were a subsequent institution, founded on
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people and languages bend before it, until the
flickerings of the dying flame gave portentious
intimation of its approaching decay; and nought
earthly could have saved it from utter extinction,
if, at the critical moment when its departing light
made a last expiring effort for renewed existence,
it had not been reinvigorated by the Essenes, a
well-intentioned sect of people amongst the Jews,
who took charge of the forsaken institution,*
cherished it in their bosom, until its rays of light
once more began to illuminate the surrounding
darkness; and it thence continued to enlighten a
narrow and restricted path, terminating however
in the broad and glorious blaze of splendour that
dissipated the unholy shades of idolatry in the person
of Jesus Christ.

Long, long antecedent to the time when this
benevolent dispensation was promulgated which
brought life and immortality to light, and clearly
revealed those important truths which the metaphy-
sical reasonings of heathen philosophy could never
fathom, were the practices exhibited which form
the subject of the following pages. In those distant
times, and amongst the people who had renounced
the homage which the creature owes to the Creator,
the rites of initiation were so indispensable, that no
one could rise to any degree of celebrity in the

similar principles with the design of conveying unity and permanence to
the false worship, which it otherwise could never have acquired.
® Vid. The Progress of Light, 8 Sermon,. by the Author of this Work.
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religious or political institutions of polytheism, but
by passing through this preliminary form; it was
the only avenue to honour, wealth, or fame ; " and
the peculiar blessings of immortality wére restricted
to those alone, who had borne without shrinking or
complamt the privation and actual terrors of this
rigorous ordeal. To despise the Mysteries, or to
omit the process of initiation, were to relinquish
all the title to preferment; and even the comforts
and charms of domestic hfe were scarcely attainable
without this indispensable qualification, which was
supposed to restore the fallen soul to its original
state of perfection ;* for the uninitiated person was
virtually an outcast from society, an eternal object
of suspicious jealousy and almost without the pale
of legal protection. Hence the extreme utility, in
these times of superior light, of investigating a sub-
ject of such extensive application and high im-
portance towards elucidating many abstruse points
in the history and mythology of the ancient world
“which are at present wrapt up in the mantle of
obscurity, and need this Master-Key to bring them
into light. The Casket, which contains a splendid
collection of antique jewels of inestimable value, has
long been closed, and its riches inaccessible to the
eager eye of curiosity; but by the prudent use of
this talismanic key, the bolts may be withdrawn,

© Plato. Pheedone. The Orphic mysteries were dignified with the high.
appellation of Orphoteleste, because the initiated were assured.of certain
heppiness in a fiiture state. . .
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and the contents exposed to the penetrating guze
of antiquarian research.

. Initiation involved all the profuse and complicated
mechanism of heathen mythology; and many of the
political and domestic customs of antiquity may be
traced to the same inexhaustible and prolific souree.
It was considered to be a mystical death, or oblivion
of all the stains and imperfections of a corrupted
and an evil life, as well as a decent into hell, where
every pollution was purged by lustrations of fire and
water; and the perfect Epoptes was then said to be

" regenerated* or new born, restored to a renovated

existence of life, light, and purity, and placed under
the divine protection. This was a figurative repre-
sentation of the descent of- Noah into the Ark,
which was a place of refuge from the punishiment
mflicted on the sins with which the old world was
stained. Here he remained in darkness and soli-
tude, impressed with feelings of horror and appre-
hension, not unaptly termed deatk, until the earth
had been purified by a general lustration;t and

* This Regeneration originated the very curious ceremony of the
Taurobolium and Criobolium, or the bloody baptism of the Bull and
Ram. (Vid. Ant, of Masonry. p. 115.) The ram as well as the bull wag
a legitimate symbol of the Ark of Noah, and hence the motives which
produced the superstition will not be difficult to acoount for.

¢ If the theory be correct which supposes the natwral cause of the deluge
to be the near approach of a powerful comet to the earth, as is advanced
by Mr. Whiston, whose power of attraction not only elevated the tides to
a prodigious height above their customary level, but burst the cemtral
abyss and caused the waters to rush out with a dreadful concussion,—then
the lustration may be said, as it ectually was in the Mysteries, to have
been accomplished by fire and waler; and it is remarkable that all the

-~
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then with the seven just persons who were incar-
cerated with him, he emerged into the light and
hope of a new and perfect world on which the
favour of heaven once more smiled, as it did on the
first created man in the garden of Eden. The
candidate, at his initiation, was a representative of
the patriarch during his erratic voyage and sub-
sequent delivery from destruction.* Like Noah,

heathen accoants of the deluge, ascribe that event to the agency of fire,
(Ovid. Metam. 1, i.) And the account in Hesiod’s Theogony of the
destruction of the Titans, -who were no other than the impious antedi- .
luvians, is replete with the same terrific machinery; thunder, lightning,

fire, and water. In the highly figurative account of the deluge exhibited

in the Courma Avater of the Hindoos, the mountain Mandar, which repre-

sents the earth, is said to be involved in ruging flames which spread

destruction on every side. (Bhagvat Geeta. p. 148.) It was indeed a

common belief amongst all nations that the deluge was accompanied by a

torrent of fire. ¢ Pionus who suffered martyrdom in the year 250, under

the Emperor Decius, among other things, spake thus to his unbelieving

persecutors ;—ye yourselves, from your old traditions, acknowledge that

the deluge of Noah, whom you call Deucalion, was mingled with fire, yet

do you but half understand the real truth of this matter.” (Pontoppidon:

Hist. Norway. p. 52.) Sale, from Al Beidawi says, that the waters of
the deluge were reputed to have burst from a hot-oven at Cufé ; (Koran,

Edit. 1825. vol. fi. p. 44, in noth. b.) and the Parsees similarly fabled that

the waters proceeded from the Aot-orer of an old woman called Zala.

(Hyde de Rel. vet. Pers, c. 10. Vid, etiam Plat. Tim. p. 22. Plin, Nat.*
Hist, 1. ii. ¢. 25, Cedren. Hist. Comp. p. 10, Strabo. Geogr. p.197. Cudw.

Intel. Syst. p. 338, Wilkins. Bhagvat. Geeta. p. 147. Fab. Pag. Idol.

vol. ii. b. iii. c. 4. Myst. Cab. vol. i. p. 82. Dav. Celt. Res, p. 157.

Maur. Ind. Ant. vol, ii. p. 844. Edda Snor. Fab, 82, Mal. North. Ant.

vol. ii.) : .

# The Mysteri¢s, in all their forms, were funereal. They celebrated
the mystical death and revivification of some individual, by the use of
emblems at once impious and disgusting. David accuses the Israelites of
this abominable practice in the 106 Psalm. (v. 28,20.)  They joined
themselves to Baal Peer, (Dionusws, Orph. Hymn 5.) and ate the sacrifices
of the dead. Thus they provoked Him to anger with their inventions.” . -
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he beheld, in a ﬁguratlve manner, the uncontrolled
licence of the iron age,* the vicious anarchy and
Tawless contentions of the impious race before the
flood, under the despotic sway of their- prince
Ophion,t furious as wild and ravenous beasts con-
tending for their prey ;—like Noah, he descended
into Hades or the Ark, a place of solitude and
darkness, and here in safety he -heard the dissola-
tion of the world, the rush of waters, the dismem-
berment of rocks and mountains, the bitter cries
and shrieks of the despairing race of sinners in the
agonies of remorse and death;—like Noah, he
passed unhurt through the purifying element; and
being thus regenerated, like the diluvian patriarch
he emerged into a new life of purity and perfec-
tion,} and rejoiced in the distinction which, he was
taught to believe, his piety had conferred.§

A new language, mysterious and symbolical,
was adapted to these celebrations; and a system of
hieroglyphics, legible only to the initiated, placed

* Vid. Ovid. Meum l i.

+ Apollon. Argon, 1.i. Ophion was no other than the infernal Serpent
the equal foe of God and mdn.

3 The aspirant figuratively, like Noah in ml:tg was tlms ‘said to be an
inhabitant of two worlds;.and to be equally acquainted with things past,
present, and to come; in preeteritorum memoria et providentia futuroram.
Clc. de Senect.

- § Thus introduced to all the blessings of a new mythological éxistence,
the aspirant to the Egyptian mysteries was represented under thé figure
of a new born infant seated on the lotos or water lily. But the 'infant and
lotos was an emblem of the. Sun, (Plut. de Isid. et Osir. p. 855.) and
therefore the regenerated aspirant was an emblem of the Sun; which
agrees with the patriarch Noah in the helio-arkite superstition.
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the learnmg, the morality, and the politics of every
nation as decidedly out of the reach of popular ac-
quirement, as if they had been incased in a rock of
adamant.* And the jealousy of the hierophants,.
or dispensers of these Mysteries, became at length
so strongly excited, that, trembling for their Secret,
they subsequently invented a new hieroglyphic or
sacred symbolical character} and language, which
was exclusively appropriated to the highest Degree
of their Order;] in which it is probable that nearly
the same symbolical characters were made use of,
but the hidden meaning attached to each was en-
tirely changed ;§ so that even those who had been
initiated into the preliminary Degrees, and nmiade
acquainted with the common curiologic and tropical
hieroglyphics, were as completely ignorant of the
nature and secrets of the ineffable degrees, to which
but few were admitted, as the uninitiated them-
selves.] So artfully were these mysteries designed,

and so complicated and inexplicable was their con-
struction, that they were perfectly understood by

® Vid. Pococke. Descr. of Egypt. vol. i, p. 227. -
t Herod. 1. ii. § 36.

1 So effectually was the meaning of these hieroglyphics hidden from all
but the distinguished few, that in process of time the interpretation was
entirely lost. At the invasion of Cambyses it was but imperfectly under-
stood; and in the time of Alexander the Macedonian, none could be
found to shew the meaning of| or design anew, a hieroglyphical inscription.

§ Thus, if in the commen hieroglyphic, a hawk signified the hwman
soul, in the sacred hieroglyphic it would stand for Expedition; and thus
essentially would the signification of every particular emblem be altered.

|| An opinion was industriously promulgated that the sacred hieroglyphic

and language was the same as was used by the celestial deities. (Jambl.
de Myst. § 7. c, 4.)

G
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none but the hierophants and mystagogues, whose
interest and personal welfare were bound up in
their concealment; and they succeeded so effectu-
ally in establishing an absolute control over their
votaries by the fascinations of a seductive eloquence,
united with the influence of visionary and preter-
natural terrors, that the very name of INITIATION,
~ though possessing a wild charmi, whose effects on
the mind were indescribable,* yet would conjure
up unheard of fears, and blanch the cheek with
imaginary apprehensions. Its process, by artful
changes, introduced at different periods, by shades
so delicate as to be unobserved, had become re-
volting ; its probations were severe. Innumerable
ceremonies, wild and romantic, dreadfal and ap-
palling, had been engrafted on the few expressive
symbols of primitive observance; and instances
have occurred where the terrified aspirant, during
the protracted rites, has’ absolutely expired through
excess of fear.t
It has been observed that the priests were pecu-
liarly interested in the general dissemination of the
Mysteries, and therefore it is no wonder that they
should endeavour to induce as many as possible to
participate in the advantages which were ostensibly
attached to the proeess of initiation. For this pur-
pose the Mysteries were proclaimed the beginning -
® Whence the Greek proverb whes any one was trangported with ex-
traordinary sensations of pleasure, 'EXORTEVE ¥ Mo Soxu, I feel as

threugh I had been initiated. (Vid. Warb, Div. Leg. vol. i. p.m)
¢ Vid, infra, Lect. vii, \-
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of a new life of reason and virtue;* and the initiated,
or esoteric Companions were said to entertain the
most agreeable anticipations respecting death and.
eternity;} to.comprehend all the hidden inysteries
of nature;} to have their soul restored to the state-
of perfection from which it had fallen, and at their
death to be elevated to the supernal mansions of the.
gods.§ They were believed also to convey much
temporal felicity, and to afford absolute security.
amidst the most imminent dangers by land or
water.] On the other hand a public odium was,
studiously cast on all, without exception, who re-
fused the rites;q[ the wretched exoterics were con-.
sidered as profane wretches, unworthy of publlc'
employment or private confidence ;** were pro-.
scribed as obduraté atheists,}t*and finally con-
demned to everlasting punishment.f} These mo-
tives were stl‘engthened by that undefined principle.
of curiosity which. is ‘alWays excited by a system
in which secrecy forms a prominent feature; for the
human mind, reaching forwdrd to extended infor-
mation, seeks for it in those receptacles. where it is
supposed to be preserved; and the knowledge which
is enveloped in the web of mystery, is frequently
courted with greater eagernéss than that which is
* Cic. de Leg. 1. ii. c. 14. t Isoc. Paneg.
$ Clem. Alex. Strom. 5. § P]at. Phed.
* | Schol. in Anstoph Tren. v. 275, Thus the Argonauts are fabled to
have been initiated at Samothrace to procure am auspicious veyage:
(Apollon. Rhod. Argon.)

9 Warb. Div. Leg. vol. i. p. 140. % Plat. Pheed.
tt Lucian. Demon. ° 34 Orig. cont. Cels. 1. viii.

Cc2
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open to public inspection. We esteem not the
sciences or languages which we know, equally with
others of which we are ignorant; and those are
always deemed the most abstruse, of which we
possess the least degree of information. From the
prevalence of this general feeling was public curio-
sity attached to the mysteries. They professed to
be a short and certain step to universal knowledge,
and to elevate the soul to absolute perfection; but
the means were shrouded under the impenetrable
mask of secrecy, sealed by oaths and penalties the
most trémendous and appalling.* This feeling was
not a little encouraged by the mysterious hiero-
glyphical characters Wlth which the walls, columns,
and ceilings of the most sacred temples were curi-
ously decorated. A laudable thirst after knowledge
prompted the youth of all ranks to aspire to the
ambition of decyphering the meaning ‘and illustra-
tion of these obscure symihols, which were said to
have been communicated to the priests by revela-
tion from the “celestial deities. Initiation was the
only means of acquiring this knowledge, and it is
therefore no wonder that initiation was so much in
request.

There was also another quality of the mind which
served to recommend the mysteries;—that strange
attachment. to the marvellous by which human
nature in all its grades, from savage ignorance to’
the highest stage of refinement, is wuniversally

® Meurs. Elepsin: c. 20.
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swayed. To excite this sentiment in all its sub-
limity of horror, the initiations were performed at
dead of night (ev oxorw xat vwkri.)*  No severity.of
probation could deter the bold and determined aspi-
rant from encountering terrors and actual dangers
which led the way to gratifications of a supernal
character; and the shades of darkness imparted
vigour to the passion which looked forward to a
recompence of such an exalted nature.

But the potent spell which sealed the authonty
of the hicrophant was the horrid custom resorted to
in times of pressing danger or calamity, of immo-
lating human victims,} the selection of which was
commonly the prerogative of the chief hierophant.}
It is difficult to pronounce with any degree of pre-
cision, what was the origin of this revolting practice,
although it might probably have arisen from an im-
perfect knowledge of the prediction of the Messiah.§
Thus were the initiated placed, by the sanction of
supernatural apprehensions, at the absolute disposal
of the hierophant; and the most exalted rank was

® Eurip. Bacchant. Act. 2. Black the emblem of night, was considered
the proper colour to shadow the mysteries; (Strabo. Geogr.l.17.) and
hence the early idolatry of most nations was directed to a dlack store ;
(Porph. apud. Euseb. prep. even. l. iii. c. 3. Appollon. Rhod. Argon. 1. i.
1176.) and when this stone was in the form of a Cube, it was emblematical
of the altar of Noah. Even the detached tribes of wandering Arabs
venerated the black stone Kadbah, which is described as being originally
¢ whiter than snow and more brilliant than the sun.” At the time of the
flood, say the Arabian writers, ¢ it was taken up to heaven, or elsewhere,
where God chose, and restored to Abraham, by the angel Gabriel, when
he built the temple.” Al Azdli, cited by Wait, Orient. Ant. p. 41.

) t Diod. Sic. 1. v. Strabo. 1. iv. Euseb. Orat. ad Const.
$ Sammes. Brit. vol., i. p. 104, § Vid, Ces. bel. Gal. 1, vi, c. 16.
c3
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not exempt from the subserviency imposed by super-
_stition, and cemented by fearful oaths, and heavy
and destructive penalties.* Few, however of the
‘myriads, who sought and obtained admission into
the lesser Mysteries, attained to the higher and
more perfect Degrees, for here were imbedded
the real secrets of the institution.t The most care-
ful selection and preparation were necessary to
determine who were fitted for these important dis-
'closures ; and for this purpose they were subjected
to a lengthened probation of four years,} before it
“was considered safe to admit them into the Sanctum
"Sanctoruin, to become depositories of- those truths,
‘the disclosure of ‘which might endanger, not only
the institution, but also the authority of the civil
~mag1strate. Hence to reveal the Mysteries was the
‘highest crime a person could commit, and was
usually punished by an ignominious death,§ em-
bittered by denunciations of the hottest seats in
Tartarus in another world.|

. * The inviolable oath of Jupiter, by Styx, was referred to in the initia-
tions, and is thought by Mr. Faber, to bear a reference to the oath of God
at the deluge, that he would no more drown the world; ¢ for which
reason, Iris, the rainbow, the daughter of Thaumas, is represented by
Hesiod, as hovering over the broad surface of the ocean, when this cath
of Jupiter was taken. Now that such a phenomenon appeared imme-
diately after the deluge, we are expressly informed by Moses; and it is
observable moreover, that it was made a special sign of God’s oath to.
Noah, Vid. Gen. ix, 13.” Faber. Mys. Cab. vol.i. p. 261, and see Fab.
Pag. Idol. vol. i. p. 872, with authorities.

t Clem, Alex. Strom. 5. $ Tertul. adv. Valentin,
§ Clem, Alex. Strom. 2. Sam. Petit. in lege Attic. p. 33. 8i quis
amcanz mysteria Cereris sacra vulgsset, lege morti addicebatur,
i Virg, /En, L. vi.




3

The places of initiation were contrived with much
art and ingenuity, and the accompanying machinery
with which they were fitted up, was calculated to ex-
cite, in its most elevated form, every passion and affec-
tion of the mind. . Thus the hierophant could rouse
the feelings of horror and alarm; light up the fire of
devotion, or administer fuel to the flame of terror and
dismay; and when the soul had attained its highest
climax of shuddering apprehension, he was furnish-

"ed with the means of soothing it to peace by phan-
‘tasmagoric visions of flowery meads, purling streams
of water, and all the tranquil scenery of nature
in its most engaging form, accompanied with strains
of heavenly music, the figurative harmony of the
spheres. These places were indifferently a pyramid,*

¢ The pyramids were doubtless erected very soon after the dispersion,
-as copies.of the great phaHic tower on the plain of Shinar; and as the
latter was designed for initiation, so were the former. We are told by an
acute observer, that the second pyramid has two elaborate pieces of
cavern architecture attached to tbe north and west sides, thirty feetin
depth, and fourteen hundred feet in length, hewn out of the solid rock on
“which the pyramid rests; and hollowed into an extensive range of apart-
ments. The entrance is narrow, and the construction of the cells intricate,
.all inveolved in darkness, and many of them closed up with an accumula-
tion of dust aud rubbish. They had a communication with the interior of
the pyramid, which cannot now be discovered, as many of the cells are
entirely choked up; (Greaves. Pyram. vol. ii. p. 34.) and it may be added,
that perhaps the only entrance was from the caverns beneath, into which
the egress from the pyramid was by a shaft or well; for we know that
pits or wells were occasionally dsed in the mysteries, (Fab, Pag. Idol.
wvol. iii. p. 187, Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. v. p. 1061.) and a well did actually
exist in the pyramid, the use of which is otherwise unknown." ¢ At the
extremity of one of the passages,” says Sir R.Wilson, ¢ is a well, the depth
of which was never ascertained.” (Vid. also Pococke’s Descrip. of the
East, vol. i, p. 243.) Mr. Greaves thinks that these appartments were for
the priests to lodge in; but independently of the consideration that such
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a pagoda, or a labyrinth,* furnished with veulted

rooms, extemsive wings connected by open and
spacious galleries, multitudes of secret vaults and
-dungeons, and vistas terminating in adyta,} which
were adorned with mystenous symbols carved
on the walls and pillars, in every one of which
-was enfolded some philosophical or moral truth.}
‘Sometimes the p]ace of initiation was constructed
in a small island in the centre of a lake;§ a hollow

extensive excavations would never have been made out of the hard rock
with the chissel for mere dwellings, when buildings on the surface would
have been erected at one hundredth part of the labour and expence, it is
clear from the internal construction of these spacious caverns, that they
were intended to contain the apparatus of initiation into the mysteries,
and were exclusively devoted to this important purpose.

* The labyrinths of Egypt, Crete, Lemnos, and Italy, wcre equally
designed for initiation into the mysteries. (Fab. Pag. Idol. vol.iii. p. 26%)
t Plut. de Isid. et Osir. p. 639.

t In the Divine Legation of Moses, the learned Warburton has given
some plates from the Bembine Table, which is an invaluable specimen of
the secret symbols concentrating the leading principles of Egyptian
politics, learning, and religion.

§ One of the most sacred places which ancient Egypt could boast, was
the small island of Phile in the Nile, near the cataracts, The whole
island was dedicated to Osiris and Isis, and appropriated to their wor-
ship; and a superb temple was erected, which almost covered its entire
surface, where the relics of Osiris were said to be preserved. ¢ Through-
out the whole of this famous island,” says Mr. Maurice, (Ind. Ant. vol. iii.
P. 536.) “where anciently the solemn and mysterious rites of Isis were
celebrated with such distinguished pomp and splendour, there appeared
to Mr. Norden to run subterranean passages. He attempted to descend
several of the steps that led down intg them, but was prevented by the
filth and rubbish with which they were filled, from penetrating to amy
depth, I was in these gloomy caverns that the grand and mystic arcana
of this goddess were unfolded to the adoring aspirant, while the solemn
hymns of initiation resounded through the long extent of these stony
recesses. It was there that superstition at midnight waved high her
flaming torch before the image of Isis borne in procession; and there t!mt
Ler chosen priests, in holy ecstacy, chaunted thair sweetest symphoniu,
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cavern natural or artificial, with sounding domes,
tortuous passages, narrow orifices, and spacious
sacelli ;* and of such magnitude as to contain a
numerous assembly of persons.t In all practicable
instances they were constructed within the recesses
of a consecrated grove, which, in the torrid regions
of the east conveyed the united advantages of secrecy
and shade; ‘and to inspire a still greater veneration _
they were popularly denominated Z'ombs, or places
of sepulture.

Thus inyested with tremendous powers, and hold-
ing in their hands thefetters of an ab_)ect superstition,
which assigned to them the province of executing
the high behests of the infernal, as well as the celes-
tial deities, these: potent priests became possessed -
of absolute authority, and inflated with the pride of
conscious preeminence, as the accredited agents of
invisible beings, they beheld even monarchs crouch-
ing at their feet, and submitting, without murmur
or complaint, to their arbitrary or wanton inflictions,
against which indeed there was no appeal. Thus

¢ Plut. de Isid. et Osir. p. 639.

¢ Strabo. Geogr. 1. ix. In the particular mysteries of every nation,
these places will be described with some degree of miruteness; suffice it
to say here, that such complicated excavations are common in every part
of the world, and were indubitably used as places of initiation. (Vid.
Fab. Pag. Idol. vol. iii, p. 254.) Even the stable, or rather the cave at
Bethlehem, in which Jesus Christ was born, if we may credit the testi-
mony of the learned Calmet, was afterwards devoted by the Emperor
Adrien, te the celebration of the myateries of 'l'lm.mmuz or Adonis. (Cal.
Dict. in v, Bethlehem.)

$ Jul. Firm, de. error. p. 4. Diod. Bibl. p. 104. Hence were the
pYramids of Egypt-accounted to be Tombs.

.
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- despotic, it is scarcely to be supposed that this
proud hierarchy would exercise its enormous in-
fluence with moderation, They had the privilege
of nominating human victims ; but as the devoted
coffering might be redeemed by a heavy fine propor-
tionate with his wealth or rank, it is reasonable to
believe that the ransom wounld be embraced, éven
though the unbounded avarice of the priest might
assess the penalty at a large proportion of his tem-
poral possessions. Thus they controlled. senators
and kept monarchs in awe; and as they increased
in riches, the inevitable result of the system, they
imbibed a corresponding predilection for increasing
magnificence and luxury. The. crimes and in-

. decencies of their order were soon transferred to the

'initiations ; and at length this haughty priesthood
fell with greater rapidity than it had risen ;. for the
open debancheries of the one, and the unbounded
licentiousness which pervaded the other, excited
public horror and aversion, against the effects of
‘which their wealth and paower were equally una-
vailable to afford them protection. - At this period
of their degeneracy and degradation, the hlaze of
'Christianity, like a glorious PILLAR @F FIRE, pene-
trated into their darkest recesses; the demons fled,*

¢ Strabe. 1. vi. tells us, that in the time of Angustus Cesar, the Oracle
ceased to give responses; and to the same sffect;Suidas (in voc. Pelphi.)
says, that after the birth of Christ, Augustus, enqniring of the Oracle
whom he should appoint as his successor to the. imperial diadem, was
-answered, that the God of gods was incarnate amengst the Hehrews,
and had commanded him to return to his place ; that he could not disobey,
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at the approach ef irresistible Truth, and the in-
stitutions which they upheld, ﬁnally sank to rise
1o more. ‘

- LECTURE I1.

'

PLACES OF CELEBRATION IN HINDOOSTAN.

+ IND14 is a very ancient nation; derived, if its
own anhals are deserving of credit, from' the seven
Rishis or penitents, whose exemplary virtues ele-
vated them toa resid’ehée’ in the stars. These.seven
holy persons, accordmg to the Abbe Dubois,* were
the seven' sons of J aphet,f who formed colonies in

and therefore no reaponoescwould be gwen. (de. Anth. of Masonry.
p. 82.) And the christian has no reason to doubt the accuracy of this
account, from the numerous instances, in his own scriptures, of infernal
spirits being ejected at the command of Christ and his Apostles.

* Description of India. pt. i. c. 6.

t The Indian'Records present us with this information in language very
similar to our own sacred writings. ¢ Itis related in the Padma-Popraun
that Satyavrata, whose miraculous preservation from a general deluge is
told at large in the Matsya, had three sons, the eldest of whom was
named Jyapeti, or Lord of the Earth; thé others were Charma and
Sharma ; which last words are in the vulgar dialects nsually pronounced
Cham and Sham, as we frequently hear Kishn for Chrishna. The royal
patriarch, for such is his character in the Pooraun, was particularly fond
of Jyapeti, to whom he gave all the regions to the north of Himalaya, or
the Snowey Mountains, which extend from sea to sea, and ¢f whick

Cancasus is a part; to Sharma he allotted the countries to the south of
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the neighbourhood of Mount Caucasus, and from
thence their posterity spread over the'vast continent
of ancient India.* And Mr. Maurice is of opinion
that they proceeded thence to the remotest regions
of the west. These primitive inhabitants practised
the patriarchal religion, and consequently wor-
shipped the true God, until they were conquered
and subjected to the yoke by the idolatrous Cuthites
under Rama the victorious son of Cush;t and then
the diluvian Mysteries were introduced, with  all
the horrible rites and disgusting superstitions which
had polluted the religion of the descendants of Ham.
The system of divine worship, after this innovation,
soon became divided into two discordant Sects ; the
one mild and benevolent, addressed to Vishnu; the
other, which proclaimed the superiority of Siva,
was a system of terror and penante, barbarity and
blood. The professors of these sectarial divisions
bore an irreconcilable hatred to each other, and
were "equally distinguished by feelings of inter:
minable hostility; if an individual of each adverse
party accidentally met, they considered themselves
polluted, till by some purifying rite of devotion,
they had obliterated the stain.f : .

those mountains; but he cursed Charma, because when the old monarch
was accidentally inebriated with strong liquor made of fermented rice,
Charma laughed ; and it was in consequence of his father’s execration
that he became a elave to the slaves of his brothers.” (Maur. Hist, Hind.
vol. ii. p. 46.

It is highly probable however, notwithstanding the authority in the
text, that the seven Rishis were the seven persons who were preserved

with Noah in the Ark.
t Gen. x. 7. t Maur, Ind. Ant. vol, v. p. 868.




- 'The chief deity of this vast empire was the tri-une
Brabma—Vishnu—Siva,* who was said to dwell
on the holy mountain Meru, whose three peaks
were composed of gold, silver, and iron; the central
peak was appropriated to Siva, and the two others to
Brahma and Vishnu.} But the Indians ¢ saw God
in every object under the san,” and had consecrated
and paid divine honours to such a maultitude of dif-
ferent substances, that their Pantheon is said to
have conteined three hundred and thirty millions
of deities.}

The mysteries of India formed one of the earhest
corruptions of the pure science which is now deno-
minated Freemasonry, and bore a direct reference
to the happiness of man in paradise, the subsequent
deviations from righteousness, and the destruction

® This triad was variously represented by emblems in this quarter of
the globe. The mystical zennar was a cord of three threads; the emblem
borne in the hands of some of these deities was a trident, similar to that of
the Grecian Neptune ; the mode of worship was ternary, and consisted of
bowing the body three times ; the principal deity in the cavern of Elephanta
was depicted with ¢hree heads; the summit of the massive pyramidal
pagoda of Tanjoru is surmounted by three peaks; &c. &c.

t Fab. Pag. Idol. vol. iii. p. 205. This custom of accounting the tlu-ee
peaked mountain holy was not confined to the idolatrous nations, so called,
but was venerated by the Jews. Thus Olivet, near the city of Jemulem,
had three peaks which were accounted the residence of the deity Chemosh
—Milcom—Ashtoreth, (2 Kings xxiii. 13.) See also Zechariah (xiv. 4.)
where, by a sublime figure, the feet of the Almighty are placed on the twé
outer peaks of this mountain, during the threatened destruction of Jerusa-
lem; while the mountain itself is made to split asunder, by a tremendous
concussion, at the centre peak from east to west, leaving a great valley
between the dmded parts. |

¢ Statues of the principal Indian gods may be seen in the Museum of
the Asiatic Society, London.
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accomplished by the general deluge.* They were
celebrated in subterranean caverns and grottost
formed in the solid rock by human art and industry;
or in the secret recesses of gloomy pyramids and
dark pagodas;} and the adoration of the Solar Fire,
and the reputed perfection which its worship con-
veys to the initiated, appear to have been the object
and end of this perverted institution. These caverns
were frequently excavated in the bosom of a grove
of trees, which was thus converted into a permanent
residence of the deity; and became a-source of high
and superstitious terror to all the world besides. A
brief description of the caverns of Elephanta and
Salsette, both situated near Bombay, will afford a
competent specimen of the inner apartments exhi-
bited in the places of secret celebration which
abound in the vast continent of ancient India.
These stupendous edifices, carved out of the solid
rock, and charged with statues of every description
and degree of magnitude, are of doubtful origin.§
Their antiquity is enfolded in the veil of obscurity ;
and the name of the monarch, whose -bold and
aspiring mind could project, and whose power could
execute such imperishable monuments of human
ingenuity and labour, is lost and forgotten in the
lethean stream of time.||

* Vid. Signs and Symbols, p. 87.
t Fab. Pag. Idol. vol.iii. p. 184. 254. °
t Fab, Cab. vol. ii. p. 386. § Fab. Pag. Idol. vol. iii. p. 861.
| They may probably be ascribed to the first Cuthite conquerors' of
India, whose enterprising genius would be applied, in times of peace; tb
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The cavern of Elephanta, the most ancient tem-
ple in the world framed by the hand of man,* is one
hundred and thirty-five feet square,t and eighteen
feet high. 1t is supported by four massive pillars,
and its walls are covered on all sides with statues
and carved emblematical decorations.] Maurice§
says, that “ some of the figures have on their heads
a kind of helmet of a pyramidal form; others wear
erowns, rich in devices and splendidly decorated
with jewels; while others display only large bushy
ringlets of curled or flowing hair. Many of them
have four hands, many have six, and in those
hands they grasp sceptres and shields, the sym-
bols of justice and ensigns of religion, the
weapons of war and the trophies of peace.”” The

such stupendous works as might practically exhibit a striking indication
of their superiority over the vanquished people.
* Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. iv. p. 736.
# Goldingham in Asiat. Res. vol. iv. p. 407.

- $ Al the temples and pagoedas of Hindoostan were ornamented in the
same style. The temple of Jagan-nath ¢ is a stupendous fabric, and truly
commensurate with the extensive sway of Moloch, horrid king. As other
femples are’ nsually adorned with figures, cmblematical of their rehg-lon,
%o Jagan-nath has representations, rumerows ard various, of that vice
which constitutes the essence of his woiship. The walls and gates are
covered with indecent emblems, in massive and durable eculpture »
(Buchan, Res, in' Asia. p. 133.)

¢ Ind. Ant, vol. ii. p. 245. “ Some of these figures have aspects that
inspire the beholder with terror; and in the words of Linschoten, are
distorted into sich horrible and fearful foxms, that they make a man’d
bair stand upright; others are distinguished by a placid serenity and
benignity-of countenance; and others betray evident marks-of deep de-
Jection.and jaward anguish. The more conspicuous figures are all,gor-
geously arrayed after the Indian fashion with heavy jewels in their ears,
with svperb collars of - precious stones, with belts sumptuously wrought,
and with rich bracelets on their.axms and wrists,” (Ibid.)

]
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adytum, placed at thé western extremity of this éx-
tensive grotto, was accessible by four entrarices,
each guarded by two gigantic statues, naked, and
decorated with jewels and other ornaments. In
this sacellam, accessible only to the initiated, the
deity was represented by that obscene emblem,
which was used in a greater or less degree by all
idolatrous nations torepresent his generative power.*
On each side were ranges of cells and passages, con-
structed for the express purpose of initiation;t and
a sacred orifice as the medium of regeneration.
The caverns of Salsette, excavated in a rock
whose external form is pyramidal, and situated in
the bosom of an extensive and fearful wood, infested
by enormous serpents and ravenous beasts,§ very
greatly exceed in magnitude, those of Klephanta;
being in number three hundred, all adorned with
an abundance of carved and emblematical charac-
ters.|. The largest cavern is eighty-four feet long,
forty-six broad, and forty high; full of cavities on
all sides, placed at convenient distances for the ar-
rangement of the dreadful apparatus of initiation,
which was so constructed as to overwhelm the
unconscious aspirant with horror and superstitious
dread. The different ranges of apartments were
connected by open galleries; and the most secret

. * Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 382. ¢ Archeol. vol. vii. p. 287,
. Fab. Pag. Idol. vol. iii. p. 185. This orifice is used at the present
day for the same mysterious purpose,
§ Maur. Ind. Ant, vol. ii. p. 273. Archaol. vol. vii, p. 838,
} Vid. Signs and Symbols. p. 177.
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caverns which contained the ineffable symbols, were
accessible only by private entrances, curiously con-
trived to give greater effect to certain points in the
ceremonial of initiation; and a cubical cista for the
periodical sepulture of the aspirant was placed in
the inmost recesses of the structure. In every ca-
vern was a.carved bason to contain the consecrated
“water of ablution, on the surface of which floated
the flowers of the lotos, this element being considered
the external medium by which purity was conveyed.
And amongst an innumerable multitude of images
and symbolical figures with which the walls were
covered, the Linga* or Phallust was every where
conspicuous; often alone, and sometimes in situa-
tions too disgusting to be. mentioned ,1 and typified
equally by the petal and calyx of the lotos, the
point within a circle,§ and the intersection of two
eqmlateral triangles.

® Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. v. p. 038, :
4 A specimen of this obscene emblem is preserved in the Museum of
the Asiatic Society, London.
$ “ The tower of Jaggernant,” says Dr. Buchanan, (Res. in Asia.
p. 145.) “ is covered'with .indecent emblems which are newly painted
when it is exhibited in public, and are objects of sensual gave by beth
m.'l)
s Vid, Sigus and Symbols. p. 180,

D



LECTURE IIL

CEREMONY OF INITIATION AMONGST THE
' BRAHMINS.

THE periods of initiation were regulated by the
increase and decrease of the moon;* and the mys-
teries were divided into Four Steps or Degrees
called Char Asherum, which were equally the
dispensers of virtue in a greater or less degree.t
The candidate might perform his first probation at

“the early age of eight years.] It consists of an in-

¢ I do mot find what particular stage was the most auspicious for this
purpose, except it was the ninth day of the decrease; at which time began
the great festival in honeur of the goddess Durga, who was the same as
Juno, or perhaps the Minerva of the Greeks. The rites of this goddess
bore a great similarity to those of Egypt and other nations, After various
ceremonies, the image of the goddess was committed to the Ganges, and
her mystical death was celebrated with lamentations; while the utmost
joy prevailed when the idol emerged from the purifying stream. A great
annual festival was held in January, on the seventh day of the New
Moon, which was celebrated in honour of the Sun. (Holwell. Gent.
Fast. p. 184.)

¢ % Let even the wretched man,” says the Hitopadesa, * practise
virtue, whenever he enjoys one of he three or four religions Degrees; lot
him be even-minded with all created things, and that disposition will be
the source of virtue.” (Hitop. b. iv.)

$ Oxdin. of Megu. Sir W. Jomes, Wosks, vel, iii. p. 88,
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vestiture with the Zennar, or sacred cord of three
threads, which was’ éxplained to refer to the three
elements, earth, ﬁre, and air; for water, according
to the Brahmlns, is only air in a condensed form.*
This investiture was attended with numerous cere-
monies; with sacrifices to the Solar fire, to the
planets, and to the household gods; with aqueous
ablutions, and purifications with the dung and
urine of the cow;} and ended with an extended
lecture from his preceptor, usually too abstruse for
his juvenile comprehension; the principal subject
of which was the unity of the godhead; the manage-
ment of the consecrated ﬁre, and the holy’ rites of
morning, noon, and evening.} He was then clothed
ina lmen garment without seam ;§ a cord was put
over his right ear as a medium of purification, and
he was placed under the exclusive care of a Brahmin,
who was thence termed his spiritual guide, to be
inistriicted in the necessary qualifications for the
Second Degree. He was inured to hardships, and
suffered the infliction of rigid penances| until he
attained the age of twenty years; he was restricted

® Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. v, p. 966. )

t “ They use cowdung in purification, because it is the medium by
which the barren soil is rendered prolific; and therefore reminds them of
the famous Indian doctrine of corruption and reproduction.” (Maur. Ind.
Ant, vol. v, p. 935.)

$ Ordin. of Menu. Sir W, Jones, Works. vol. iii. p. 92.
§ Maur. Ind. Ant, vol. v. p. 960.

)| These penances were indeed rigid, if Mr, Maurice be’correct in his
information, for he says, (Ind. Ant. vol. iv. p. 574, in notd.) that the
candidates were plunged ‘in alternate baths of fire and water!

D2
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from all indulgences whether carnal or intellectual,
and passed the whole of his time in prayer and
ablution.* Fle was taught to preserve the purity
of his body, which was figuratively termed the city
with nine gates in which the soul is imprisoned,}
by avoiding external defilements; to eat becom-
ingly;} and was instructed assiduously in all those
minuter ceremonies which were adapted to every
act of his future life, and by the use of which he
was to be distinguished from his fellow men. Much
of his time was devoted to the study of the sacred
books; for a competent knowledge of the institu-
‘tions, ceremonies, and traditions of religion were
an essential qualification for another Degree.

. When he had attained the specified age, if he
‘were found, on due examination, perfectly master
of all the mythological lore of the First Degree, he
was admitted to enter on the probationary cere-
‘monies for the Second, which was called Gerishth.§
Here his austerities were doubled, he was obliged to
support life by soliciting charity; his days were pass-
‘ed in prayer, ablutions, and sacrifice, and his nights
in the study of Astronomy; and when exhausted na-
ture sternly demanded repose, he stretched his body
under the first tree,|| snatched a short sleep; and rose

*® Ayeen Akbery. Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. ii. p. 346.
t Bhagvat Geeta. p. 58. The nine gatel are the avenues of evacuation,
as the nose, mouth, ears, &c.
3 A phrase meaning literally a total abstinence from animal food. .
. § Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. v. p. 972,
i Ayeen Akbery. vol. iii. p. 219, -
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speedily to coritemplate the monsters of the skies*
personified in his imagination by the appearance
and situation of the Fixed Stars.t “ In the hot-
season he sat exposed to five fires, four blazing
around him, with the Sun above; in the rains he
stood uncovered, without even a mantle, where the
clouds poured the heaviest showers; in the cold
season he wore wet clothing, and went on increas-
ing by degrees the austerity of his devotion.”} His.
probation being at length completed, he was ad-
mitted by initiation to participate in the high and
supernal privileges which the Mysteries were be-
Tieved to confer. .

He was sanctified by the sign of a Cross,§ which
was marked on every part of his body, and subjected
the probation of Pastos,| which was denominated
the doar of Patala, or hell. His purification being

® The singular arrangement of the Fixed Stars] into Constellations by
the ancient Indians was of a nature calculated to encourage the in-
dulgence of this feeling.

+ Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. vi. p. 974.
$ Ordin. of Menu. 8ir W. Jones. Works. p. 228.
. § The Christian reader may start when he beholds the sacred emblem
of his faith used as a symbol of heathen devotion ; but it is even so. The
holy Cross pointed to the four quarters of the compass ; and was henoured
as a ptriking emblem of the universe by many ancient nations. It is found
engraven on their monuments; and even the erection of many of their
temples was conducted on the same cruciform principle. The two great
pagodas of Benares and Mathura are erected in the form of vast crosses of
which each wing is equal in extent, (Maur. Ind, Ant. vol. {ii. p. 360,
877.) as is also the pyramidal temple of New Grange in Ireland. (Ledwich.
Ant. Irel. p. 816.) and many others. A specimen of the Crux Ansata may
be seen in Pococke’s elaborate description of the East. Plate 69, fig. 19,
J| Signs and Symbols, p. 112, )
D3
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completed, he was led at the dead of night to the
gloomy cave of mystery, which had been duly pre-
pared for his reception.

The interior of this holy cavern blazed with a light
equal to that of the meridian Sun, proceeding from
myriads of brilliant lamps* There sat in rich
and costly robest the three chief hierophants,{ East,
West, and South, to represent the great Indian
triad Brahma—Vlshnu—Slva§ The attendant
Mystagogues, clad in sacred vestments, having
their heads covered each with a pyramidal cap,
emblematical of the spiral flame, or the solar
ray, were seated respectfully around. Thus dis-
posed in solemn guise, the' well ‘known signal from
the sacred Bellj summoned. the aspirant into the
centre of this august assembly; and the initiation
commenced with an anthem to the great god of
nature, whether as the Creator, Preserver, or
Destroyer. The sacred business was then solemnly
opened with the following apostrophe to the Sun:
“ O mighty being, greater than Brahma, we bow
down hefore thee as the prime Creator! Eternal god
of gods! The world’s mansion! Thou art the in-
corruptible being, distinct from all things transient!

® Maur. Ind, Ant. vol. v. p. 898. + Ibid. vol. ii. p. 357.
4 Signs and Symbols. p. 180.

§ When the Sun rises in the east, he is Brahma; when he gains his
meridian in the south, he is S8iva; and when he sets in the west, he is
Vishnu, (Asiat. Res. vol. v. p. 254. Moor. Hind. Panth. p. 277.)

| Ramayuna of Valmic. Saib Ibn Batric pretends that Noah had &
bell in the Ark made of the wood of the Indhnphpe (Wait, Onent,
Ant. p. 82.)




Thou art before all gods, the ancient Pooroosk,*
and the supreme supporter of the universe! Thou
art the supreme mansion! And by thee, O infinite
form, the universe was spread abroad!”}

The aspirant, already weakened by abstinence
and mortification, was overawed by the display now
exhibited before him; but resuming his courage
during this apostrophe, he prepared himself for the
active business of initiation, in some doubt as to
what results this unexpected scene would lead. His
reflections were interrupted by a voice which called
on him to make a formal declaration, that he will
be tractable and obedient to his superiors; that he
will keep his body pure, have a tongue of good re-
port, observe a passive obedience in receiving the
doctrines and traditions of the Order, and the firmest
secrecy in maintaining inviolable its hidden and
abstruse mysteries. This declaration having been
assented to, he was sprinkled with water; amantra
or incantation was pronounced over him, or more
frequently whispered in- his right ear;} he was

* Pooroosh literally means no more than man ; but in the Geeta it is a
term in theology used fo express the vital soul, or portion of the universal
spirit of Brahm, inbabiting & body. (Vid, Wilkina, Notes on the
Geeta. p. 142.)

t Bhagvat Geeta. p. 94.

t The mantra is merely an invocation of the deity. According to Mr.
Ward, in his ¢ View of the Hindoos,” the initiatery incantation was
this; Haree, Haree, Haree, Rama, Haree, Rama, Rama, Rama,
Haree, &c. ;” which is merely a repetition of the two names of the deitys
(Vid. Bhagvat Geeta. p. 156.) and they believe that this repetition has
abundance of merit; and that, like fire, these names will consume and
destroy their most inveterate sins. How contrary to the simple command
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divested of his shoes,* that the consecrated ground
on which he stood might not be polluted, and was
made to circumambulate the spacious cavern three
times, in reference to the Zrimurti, whose repre-
sentatives were stationed triangularly in the east,
west, and south points of the circumference of the
mystical circle. While performing this ceremony
he was taught to exclaim, on his arrival each time
in the south, “ I copy the example of the Sun, and
follow his benevolent course.” This being com-

of the true God,  Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain!” The Hindoos are farther persuaded that by meditating on the
perfections of the deity, and pronouncing those meritorious names, they
are enabled to penetrate into futurity, and to obtain every wish of their
hearts.

* This was the common practice of antiquity. ¢ Moses at the Bush,
and at the Mount, was enjoined to take the shoes from off his feet,
because the place on which he stood was holy gronnd. Herodotus nnd
Diodorus Siculus_assure us, that when the Egyptian priest.s adored any
of their deities, their feet were uncovered. According to Strabo, such
was the practice with the sacerdotal order among the Germans; and such
was the case in the worship of Diana and Vesta, which the fathers assert
to have been'borrowed from Moses. Silius Itahcns, (Bel Pun. L iii.)
says of the priests of Hercules,

Nec discolor ulli

Ante aras cultus: velantur corpora lino,

Et Pelusiaco prefulget stamine vertex,

Distinctis mos thura dare,-atque, & lege parentum,

Sacrificam, lato vestem distinguere clavo. s

Pes nudus, tonseque come, castumque cubile,

Inrestricta focis servant altaria flammse. .
In 2 Chron, xxviii, 15, the captives taken by the children of Israel from
the cities of Juda and Jerusalem are depicted as barefooted, previously
to the harangue of Oded; and Isaiah walked barefooted to typify the
captivity in Babylon. Several gentile philosophers affected -to do the.
same to enforce reverence from their disciples.” (Wut on Jewuh &e,
Antiquitier, p. 69.)
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pleted,he was again placed in the centre and solemn-
1y enjoined to the practice of ‘religious austerities;
as the efficient means of preparing his soul for
ultimate absorption; and was told that the-merit of
such works will emit a splendour which renders man
not only superior-to the gods, but makes those im-~
mortal beings subservient to his wishes.*

- After this admonition the aspirant was placed
under the care of his gooroo or spiritual guide, and
directed to observe a profound silence during the
whole of the succeeding ceremonies, under the
denunciation of summary punishment from the pre-
siding Brahma, who, he was told, possessed un-
limited power, even to strike him dead on the spot
with a malediction should he presume to violate the
injunction now imposed upon him. Thus instructed,
the subdued candidate endeavoured to preserve the
utmost equanimity of temper during'the process of
initiation; fearing, lest by any involuntary expres-
sion which might imply cowadice or disapprobation,

* 1t is no uncommon thing to read in the Puranas, and other writings,
of a religious ascetic, who has attained the high distinction of Brahma’s
blessing by the performance of the prescribed observances, tyranizing
over the whole host of deities, and commanding them to perform the most
menial services to gratify his curiosity or to amuse his imagination.
These austerities do not necessarily include the practice of morality ; for
the Hindoos hold that though they live in the habitual commission of
every known sin throughout the whole period of their lives, yet if they
are able to repeat the name of a god with their dying lips, it is a certain

to heaven., Mr. Ward, (View of the Hindoos. b. i. c. 2. § 11.)
says, “ A Hindoo shopkeeper one day declared to the aathor, that he
should live in the practice of adultery, lying, &c. till death; and that
then repeating the name Krishnu, he should without difficulty ascend to
heaven !” How nearly allied is this to the creed of some Christian sects?
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ke should elicit the dreaded resentment of this petent
-avenger; for the gooroo was usually possessed of
much discriminatien, and was always' prepared to
punish the indiscrete disciple who should fail in any
peint either of deference or respect; or betrayed any
symptoms of dread or irresolution.

The bewailings for the loss of Sita then began *
The aspirant was passed through sevent ranges of
dark] and gloomy caverns, amidst the din of
howling, shrieks, and dismal lamentations, to re-
present the bewailings of Mahadeva, who is fabled
to have circumambulated the world seven times,
with the remains of his murdered consort on his
shoulders.§ Amidst all this confusion a suddem
explosion was heard which seemed to rend the
mountains whose gloomy recesses they were now
exploring, and this was instantaneously followed by
a dead silence. Flashes of brilliant light streamed
before their eyes, which were succeeded by the
blackest darkness. To his utter astonishment the

* In some of these celebrations, the death of Cama was lamented
with solemn dirges and bewailings. This god, who was the Cupid of
Hindoostan, is said to have been slain by Iswara, and committed to the
waves inclosed in a chest, like the Grecian Bacchus, and the Egyptian
Osiris. The chest was swallowed by a fish, which being canght the in-
fant was taken from its entrails, and nurtured by Reti, &c, (Asiat. Res,
vol. iii. p. 187.)

t Niebuhr. Voy. in Arab, tom. ii. p. 28. $ Maur. Ind. Ant, vol. v. p. 974.

§ Another account states that when Mahadeva received the curse of
some devotees whom he had disturbed at their devotions, he was deprived
of his Lingam, which in the end proved fatal to his life. His consort
wandered over the earth and filled the world with her bewailings.
Mahadeva was at length restored under the form of Iswara, and united .
once more to his beloved Sita.
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eandidate now beheld shadows and phantoms of
varions and compound shapes, surrounded with-
- rays of light, flitting across the gloom.* Some
- with . many hands, arms, and legs; others without
any of those appendages;—here a shapeless trunk,
there a human body with the head of a bird, beast,
or fish; now a human trunk with bestial extremities,
succeeded by the body of an animal with the head
of aman. Some with “ fiery eyes, yellow bodies,
. red faces, long ears, armed with tridents and axes
in their right hands, and holding human sculls and
vases in their left. Others having three eyes and
strings of human sculls suspended round their necks,
with long, straggling, frightful teeth.”+ 'Amongst
these he saw one terrible figure who had * a gorgeous
appearance, with a thousand heads, and on each of
them a crown set with resplendent gems, one of
which was larger and brighter than the rest; his
eyes gleamed like flaming torches, but his neck, 