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PREFACH.

TrHE want of a Monitor for the Chapter Degrees,
in conformity with the Work and Lectures as prac-
ticed in the jurisdiction of California, has long been
felt ; and the Grand Chapter, at its last Annual Con-
vocation, wisely directed that one should be prepared.

The undersigned, having been charged with the per-
formance of that duty, has carefully avoided everything
like invention, and has endeavored to give a faithful
outline of the ritual as adopted by the Grand Chapter
at its Special Convocation in September, 1855 ; with
such extracts and illustrations from the best Masonic
writers as seemed plainly to comport therewith. The
committee who submitted the work then adopted,
hailed from jurisdictions widely separated, and rep-
resented systems of work differing materially in every-
thing save in the essentials of the Royal Art. Each
had prejudices, engrafted by time, to contend against
and to strive for; but in their conferences each rec-
ognized the many excellences of the others. Prefer-
ences and prejudices were alike forgotten ; and with
most praiseworthy unanimity our present ritual, com-
bining the beauties of all, was agreed upon and rec-
ommended for adoption. That those eminent men
and Masons, so zealous in their labors and unselfish
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in their aims, may be.held in grateful remembrance
by the Royal Craft of California, their names are here
inserted, viz. :

Comp. ORANGE H. DIBBLE, of New York ;

“  Isaac Davis, of Ohio;

_“ CuarrLes M. Rapcrifr, of Ohio;
“"%em  TownseND A. THomas, of Tennessee ;
“  Winiam H. Howarp, of Louisiana.

The Hanp-Book is almost exclusively, as already
intimated, a compilation,—the publications of no less
than four different authors having been used in
its preparation, viz.: Moores New Masonic Trestle-
Board, Cross's Chart, Mackey'’s Book of the Chapter,
and Sickles’ Monitor ; all of which works it has here-
tofore been necessary to possess and study before
High Priests elect could qualify themselves for in-
stallation. To obviate the confusion thus liable to
arise, and at the same time to give, as a connected
whole, the monitorial portions of our ritual, this work
was undertaken: hence the absence of everything like
comment upon the history or symbolism of either the
intermediate degrees or the Royal Arch.

Trusting that the “ Hand-Book” may fully meet
the wants heretofore existing, it is respectfully sub-
mitted for the favorable consideration of the Royal
Craft of California.

THOMAS H. CASWELL.

NOVEMBER 22, 1878.
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MARK MASTER.

In the jurisdiction of California a Lodge
of Mark Master Masons is composed of five
or more. The number of officers necessary
to a proper conferring of the degree, is
nine, (besides the Treasurer, Secretary, and
Tyler, whose duties and stations correspond
with those of the symbolic degrees,) and
are as follows:—

Ricut WoORSHIPFUL MASTER,
SENIOR W ARDEN,

Junior WARDEN,

MasTer oF CEREMONIES,*
SENIOR DEACON,*

Junior DEacon,*

MASTER OVERSEER,

SENIOR OVERSEER,

JuniorR OVERSEER.

These offices are filled by the officers of
the Chapter in the following order:—

* Not named in the opening ceremonies.
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ThesBigh Priest oo s, as....RightWorshipful Master; *
heslCang .z o = . ik 2iend as....Senior Warden ; *

R A CHIDR e s s et oot g as....Junior Warden ;

The Captain of the Host..... as. ...Master of Ceremonies ;
The Principal Sojourner .. ... as....Senior Deacon ;

The Royal Arch Captain..... as....Junior Deacon;
The Master of the 3d Vail....as.... Master Overseer ;
The Master of the 2d Vail....as....Senior Overseer;
The Master of the 1st Vail. ...as....Junior Overseer.

The symbolic color of the Mark Degree
is purple; but as Mark Lodges are always
held under the warrant of a Royal Arch
Chapter, the collars, aprons and jewels of
the Chapter are used in conferring the |
degree. |

A brother receiving this degree is said to
be “advanced to the honorary degree of
Mark Master.”

OPENING.
3 |
* % * % # *

Jd 53

* In certain parts of the Ritual the R. W. Master is styled M. E. King
Solomon ; and the Senior Warden as Senior Grand Warden.
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CHARGE

TO BE READ AT OPENING THE LODGE.

Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice,
and guile, and hypocricies, and envies, and
all evil speakings. If so be ye have tasted
that the Lord is gracious ; to whom com-
ing as unto a living stone, disallowed in-
deed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious ; ye also, as living stones, be ye
built up a spiritual house, an holy priest-
hood, to offer up sacrifices acceptable to
God. ‘

Brethren, this is the will of God, that,
with well-doing, ye put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men. As free, and
not as using your liberty for a cloak of
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
Honor all men; love the Brotherhood ;
fear God. AMEN.

Response: So mote it be.

The R. W. Master, after declaring “a
LLodge of Mark Master Masons to be
duly opened in this place, and in order
for business,” seats the brethren. He then
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states the purpose for which the I.odge was
convened, naming the brother who is to be
advanced, and if there are no objections, he
will direct the Senior Deacon to ‘‘take
such assistance as may be necessary, and
repair to the ante-room ; take charge of
the brother, properly prepare, and introduce
him.”

RITUAL.

SECTION 1.

The ceremonies which follow strikingly
illustrate the foundation and history of the
degree, and exemplify the method by which
the idle and unworthy were detected and
punished, and display one of the principal
events which characterizes this degree. A
variety of interesting circumstances con-
nected with the building of King Solomon’s
Temple are also detailed, and the marks of
distinction which were in use among our
ancient brethren are explained.
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J3-F3

“Workmen from the quarries with work
for inspection.”

* * ¥ * * * * %
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“Good work—Square work.”

% * * * * * * *

——*What is the day and the hour?”
——“Itis the sixth day and the sixth hour.”

* * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * *
“ Impostor.”

* * * * *
* * * * * * * *

The brother will “again repair to the
quarries in charge of the Overseers; with
the assurance, that when he has wrought
diligently, and exhibited a satisfactory spec-
imen of his skill to entitle him to wages, he
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shall not only receive wages, but be taught
how to receive them.”

* * * * * * *

Sl

“A workman from the quarries with a
. . 11 1
specimen of his skill.
* * * * * * * *°

* * * * * * * *

Prepared for the fourth degree of Ma-
sonry.

SECTION II.

RECEPTION.

The symbolic use of the engraver’s chisel,
under the pressure of the mzallet, is one of
the first things to which the attention of
the brother is directed in this section.
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‘“The Chisel is an instrument made use of
by operative Masons to cut, carve, mark,
and engrave their work, that it may be the
more readily known and distinguished when
carrfed up for any part of the building.
But we, as Mark Master Masons, are taught
to make use of it for a more noble and
glorious purpose—to cut, carve, mark, and
indelibly engrave upon the mind and con-
science those truly Masonic virtues, silence
and circumspection.”

S

Then he brought me back by the way of
the gate of the outward sanctuary, which
looketh toward the East, and it was shut.

I

Then said the Lord unto me: This gate
shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and
no man shall enter in by it; because the
Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by
it, therefore it shall be shut.




12 HAND-BOOK OF THE CHAPTER.

It is for the prince; the prince, he shall
sit in it to eat bread before the Lord ; he

shall enter by the way of the porch of that
gate, and shall go out by the way of the

| f

And the Lord said unto me, Son of man,
mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and
hear with thine ears, all that I say unto thee
concerning all the ordinances of the house
of the Lord, and all the laws thereof ; and
mark well the entering in of the house, with
every going forth of the sanctuary.

* * * * * * *

* * * ¥* * * *
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“My brother, this was not done to impose
upon you, nor to trifle with your feelings ;
but to impress most strongly upon your
mind this fact—that you are never to turn
away a brother in distress, who presents
you his mark, without giving him at least a
quarter of a dollar.

This degree was instituted by King Sol-
omon, not only as an honorary reward for
the faithful of the Craft, but also to render
it impossible for a Mark Master Mason ever
to want for the necessaries of life, when the
value of his mark would procure them.

A brother would not be likely to present
his mark to one so poor that he could not,
by some means, raise a quarter of a dollar;
nor would a brother place another in a posi-
tion to violate his O. B. The brethren of
this Lodge well knew that a demand for
this amount would be made of you; and
therefore, in a manner unknown to you,
provided you with the means of redeeming
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your pledge. This is the way in which
Masons should ever dispense their chari-
ties ; should you meet a brother in distress,
you will relieve his wants, and, if possible,
not even let him know where the relief
came from.

“You will now arise, salute the Junior and
Senior Wardens, and convince them that
you have been regularly obligated a Mark
Master Mason.”

* * * * * * * *

The work is right in the South.
The work is right in the West.

* * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * *

This is the stone which was set at naught
:‘ of you builders, which is become the head
of the corner. Acts, iv. II.
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Did ye never read in the scriptures, The
stone which the builders rejected, the same
is become the head of the corner? Matt.
xx1. 42.

And have ye not read this scripture,
The stone which the builders rejected is
become the head of the corner? Mark
xii. I10.

What is this, then, that is written: The
stone which the builders rejected is become
the head of the corner? Luke xx. 17.

He that hath a7 ear to hear, let him hear.
RN A0 SRt Aw it M WL B
This stone is supposed to be alluded
to in a certain passage of scripture, which
says :—

To him that overcometh will I give to
eat of the hidden manna; and I will give
him a white stone, and in the stone a 7ew
name written, which no man knoweth, sav-
ing he that receiveth it. Rev. ii. 17.

This, you see, is a white stone,

B3 £ -3 3 3
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The workING TooLs of a Mark Master
are the cHISEL and MALLET.

THE CHISEL

Morally demonstrates the advantages of
discipline and education. The mind, like
the diamond in its original state, is rude
and unpolished; but as the effect of the
chisel on ‘the external coat soon presents
to view the latent beauties of the diamond,
so education discovers the latent virtues of
the mind, and draws them forth to range
the large field of matter and space, to dis-
play the summit of human knowledge, our
duty to God and to man.

THE MALLET

Morally teaches to correct irregularities and
to reduce man to a proper level, so that, by
quiet deportment, he may, in the school of
discipline, learn to be content. ‘What the
mallet is to the workman, enlightened rea-
son is to the passions: it curbs ambition,
depresses envy, moderates anger, and en-
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courages good dispositions; whence arises,
amonyg good Masons, that comely order,

“ Which nothing earthly gives, or can destroy ;
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy.”

« The LECTURE of this degree is given by
an interchange of questions and answers
between the R. W. Master and some bro-
ther of the Lodge. Bro, ——— , you
will answer the questions for the brother’s
benefit.” #

* * * * * % * *
# * * * % % # i
* * * * * % * *
CHARGE.
BROTHER :—

I congratulate you on having been
thought worthy of being advanced to this
honorable degree of Masonry. Permit me
to impress it upon your mind, that your
assiduity should ever be commensurate with
your duties, which become more and more
extensive as you advance in Masonry.

* The S. W. is the brother called \‘:L})on, and should be thoroughly quali-
fied to answer. If he is not, the R. W. can call upon any brother who is.
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In the honorable character of Mark Mas-
ter Mason, it is your duty to endeavor to
let your conduct in the Lodge, and among
your brethren, be such as may stand the
test of the Grand Overseer’s square; that
‘you may not, like the unfinished and im-
perfect work of the negligent and unfaith-
ful of former times, be rejected and thrown
aside as unfit for that spiritual building—
that house not made with hands—eternal
in the heavens.

While such is your conduct, should mis-
fortune assail you, should friends forsake
you, should envy traduce your good name,
and malice persecute you, yet may you
have confidence that among Mark Master
Masons you will find friends who will ad-
minister relief to your distresses, and com-
fort your afflictions ; ever bearing in mind,
as a consolation under all the frowns of
fortune, and as an encouragement to hope
for better prospects, that tke stone which
the builders rejected (possessing merits to
them unknown) became the chief stone of
the corner.
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CLOSING.

The ceremony of closing, when properly
conducted, is peculiarly interesting.
* * * * * * 3% %

* * * * * * * *

“The Master of Ceremonies will assemble
the Craft for the purpose of passing the
Senior Grand Warden’s Department to re-
ceive their wages.”

* * e * % * * *
The following song is sung:—

Zune—** America.”

Mark Masters, all appear
Before the Chief O’erseer,
In concert move.
Let him your work inspect
For the Chief Architect ;
If there be no defect,
He will approve.

You who have passed the Square,
For your rewards prepare,

Join heart and hand ;
Lach with his mark in view,
March with the just and true ;
Wages to you are due,

At your command.
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Hiram, the widow’s son,
Sent unto Solomon

Our great Key-stone ;
On it appears the name
That raises high the fame
Of all to whom the same

Is truly known.

WNow to the Westward move,
Where, full of strength and love,
Hiram doth stand.
But if impostors are
Mixed with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware

Of the right hand.

The following passage from the Book of
the Law is read :—

Matt. xx. 1-16.

‘“For the kingdom of heaven is like unto
a man that is an householder, which went
out early in the morning to hire laborers
into his vineyard. And when he had agreed
with the laborers for a penny a day, he sent
them into his vineyard. And he went out
about the third hour, and saw others stand-
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ing idle in the market-place, and said unto
them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and
whatsoever is right, I will give you. And
they went their way. And again he went
out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did
likewise. And about the eleventh hour he
went out and found others standing idle,
and saith unto them, Why stand ye here
all the day idle? They say unto him, Be-
cause no man hath hired us. He saith unto
them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and °
whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.
So when even was come, the Lord of the
vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the
laborers, and give them their hire, begin-
ning from the last unto the first. And
when they came that were hired about the
eleventh hour, they received every man a
penny. But when the first came, they sup-
posed that they should have received more,
and they likewise received every man a
penny. And when they had received it,
they murmured against the good man of
the house, saying, These last have wrought
but one hour, and thou hast made them
equal unto us which have borne the burden
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and heat of the day. But he answered one
of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no
wrong : didst thou not agree with me for a
penny? Take that thine is, and go thy
way; I will give unto this last even as unto
thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I
will with mine own? Is thine eye evil be-
cause I am good? So the last shall be
first, and the first last: for many be called,
but few chosen.”

* * * * * * * *

Now to the praise of those
Who triumphed o’er the foes
Of Masons’ arts ;

To the praiseworthy three

Who founded this degree ;

May all their virtues be
Deep in our hearts.

* * * * * * * *

Then may the blessing of Heaven rest
upon us, and all regular Masons! May
brotherly love prevail, and every moral and

| social virtue cement us! Amen.

1 !
Response : So mote it be.

&3
s




PAST MASTER.

-

A Lodge of Past Masters is composed

of three, or more ; the
Ricat WorsHIPFUL MASTER,
SENIOR WARDEN,
Ju~ntorR WARDEN.

The following officers are also necessary

to constitute a perfect Lodge :—
TREASURER,
SECRETARY,
SENIOR DEACON,
Junior DEacon,
TyLER.

The symbolic color of the Past Master’s
degree is purple ; but for the reason given
under the head of “Mark Master,” the
aprons and jewels of the Chapter are also
used in this degree.

A brother receiving the degree of Past
Master is said to ‘“have been regularly
elected, and presided in the Oriental Chair.”
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OPENING.
¥ * * * * * * *
* * *® % * % * *
6d 44 4
PRAYER,

ON OPENING A LODGE OF PAST MASTERS.

Most holy and glorious Lord God, the
Great Architect of the Universe, the giver
of all good gifts and graces: Thou hast
promised that where two or three are gath-
ered together in thy name, thou wilt be in
the midst of them, and bless them. In
thy name we assemble, most humbly be-
seeching thee to bless us in all our under-
takings, that we may know and serve thee
aright, and that all our actions may tend to
thy glory, and to our advancement in
knowledge and virtue; and we beseech
thee, O Lord God, to bless our present
assembling, and to illumine our minds, that
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we may walk in the light of thy counte-
nance; and when the trials of our proba-
tionary state are over, be admitted into THE
TEMPLE ‘‘not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.” AMEN.

Response : So mote it be.
% # # 3 # # * *

-

&
RECEPTION.

The first of the “ General Regulations
of the Grand Chapter of California” reads
as follows : —

“The degree of Past Master must be
conferred upon all candidates, notwithstand-
ing that they may have previously had a
degree of that name conferred upon them
in a convocation of Past Masters, by virtue
of an election to preside over a Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons.”

The purpose for which the Lodge was
convened having been stated by the R. W.
Master, and the brother invited to a seat
therein, an election is regularly held. The
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Master elect is then presented for installa-
tion by the S. D., as follows:—

“R. W. Master, I have the pleasure of
prescnting to you Bro. ——— who has
been regularly clected Master of this Lodge,
and is now ready for installation.”

@ * el
* * * * - .
% * * % * %

“The various implements of Masonry are
illustrative of our conduct in life; and upon

this occasion should be carefully enumer-
ated.”

that great light in Masonry, will guide you
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to all truth; it will direct your path to the
temple of happiness, and point out to you
the whole duty of man.

The Sguare teaches us to regulate our
actions by rule and line, and to harmonize
our conduct by the principles of morality
and virtue.

(9)

A

The Compasses teach us to limit our de-
sires in every station—that, rising to emi-
nence by meri:, we may live respected and
die regretted.

IR TR O SR |

The Rule directs that we should punctu-
ally observe our duty, press forward in the
path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the
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right nor to the left, in all our actions have

eternity in view.

The Line teaches the criterion of moral
rectitude, to avoid dissimulation in conver-
sation and action, and to direct our steps
to the path which leads to a glorious im-
mortality. '

The Book of Constitutions you are to
search at all times. Cause it to be read in
your Lodge, that none may pretend igno-
rance of the excellent precepts it enjoins.

You now receive in charge the Charter,
by the authority of which this Lodge is
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held. You are carefully to preserve and
duly transmit it to your successor in office.

You will also receive in charge the By-
Laws of your Lodge, which you are to see
carefully and punctually executed.

And last, though not least, I present you
with this emblem of power. You will do
well to observe its use. One blow will call
a brother to order—and he dare not diso-
bey it. Zwo blows call up the officers of
your Lodge. Zhree blows call up the body
of your Lodge. Omne blow will seat them
again. This, I now intrust to your keep-
ing, not doubting but you will make such
good use of it as Masters have done in all
ages before.
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[“My brother, you have, no doubt, thought

it strange and unusual, to see so much levity
and confusion in a Lodge of Frec and Ac-
cepted Masons, professing nothing but the
purest principles of morality and virtue.
It is unusual ; and on any other occasion is
never indulged in. This levity and confu-
sion, however, have an important moral
lesson attached,—and teaches us that we
should never aspire to any position which
-we are not fully qualified to discharge the
duties of. It also teaches the impossibility
of one man governing the many without
the many are at the same time willing to
be governed.

“’T'oreign supreme in the hearts and affec-
tions of men, must be far more grateful to
the noble and benevolent mind, than to rule
over their lives and fortunes. And to en-
able us to enjoy this pre-eminence with
honor and satisfaction, it is necessary that
we subject our passions and our prejudices
to the dominion of reason and charity.” ]
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CHARGE.

BROTHER :(—

The conferring at this time of a degree
which has no historical connection with the
other capitular degrees, is an apparent
anomaly, which, however, is indebted for
its existence to the following circumstances:

Originally, when Royal Arch Masonry
was under the government of symbolic
Lodges, in which the Royal Arch Degree
was then always conferred, it was a regula-
tion that no one could receive it unless he
had previously presided as the Master of
that or some other Lodge ; and this restric-
tion was made because the Royal Arch was
decmed too important a degree to be con-
ferred only on Master Masons.

But, as by confining the Royal Arch to
those only who had been actually elected
as the presiding officers of their Lodges,
the extension of the degree would have
been materially circumscribed, and its use-
fulness greatly impaired, the Grand Mas-
ter often granted, upon due petition, his
dispensation to permit certain Master Ma-
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sons (although not elected to preside over
their Lodges,) “Z0 pass the chair,” which
was a technical term intended to designate
a brief ceremony, by which the candidate
was invested with the mysteries of a Past
Master, and, like him, entitled to advance
in Masonry as far as the Royal Arch, or
perfection and consummation of the third
degree.

When, however, the control of the Royal
Arch was taken from the symbolic Lodges
and intrusted to a distinct organization,—
that, namely, of Chapters—the regulation
continued to be observed, for it was doubt-
ful to many whether it could legally be
abolished ; and, as the law still requires
that the sublime degree of Royal Arch
shall be restricted to Past Masters, our can-
didates are made to pass the chair simply
as a preparation and qualification toward
being invested with the solemn instructions
of the Royal Arch.

The ceremony of passing the chair, or
making you in this manner a Past Master,
does not, however, confer upon you any
official rank outside of the Chapter, nor can
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you in a symbolic Lodge claim any peculiar
privileges in consequence of your having
received in the Chapter the investiture of
the Past Master’s degree. Those who re-
ceive the degree in symbolic Lodges, as a
part of the installation service, when elected
to preside, have been properly called “ Act-
ual Past Masters,” while those who pass
through the ceremony in a Chapter, as
simply preparatory to taking the Royal
Arch, are distinguished as * Virtual Past
Masters,”’ to show that, with the investiture
of the secrets, they have not received the
rights and prerogatives of the degree.
With this brief explanation of the reason
why this degree is now conferred upon you,
and why you have been permitted to occupy
the chair, you will retire, and suffer your-
self to be prepared for those further and
profounder researches into Masonry, which
can only be consummated in the Royal
Arch degree. * % & " *
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CLOSING.

P ‘Fj

PRAYER,

AT CLOSING A LODGE OF PAST MASTERS.

Supreme Architect of the Universe, ac-
cept our humble praises for the many mer-
cies and blessings which thy bounty has
conferred on us, and especially for this
friendly and social intercourse. Pardon,
we beseech thee, whatever thou hast seen
amiss in us since we have been together ;
and continue to us thy presence, protection,
and blessing. Make us sensible of the re-
newed obligations we are under to love thee
supremely, and to be friendly to each other.
May all our irregular passions be subdued,
and may we daily increase in Fazth, Hope,
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and Charity, but more especially in that
Charity which is the bond of peace, and
the perfection of every virtue. May we so
practice thy precepts that we may finally
obtain thy promises, and find an entrance
through the gates into the temple and city
of our God. AMEN. ;

Response :  So mote it be.

‘_I

Note.—The portion of the lecture included within
the brackets, is only to be used when the degree is
conferred in what is termed ¢ t/e long way.”—Omitting
that, the ceremony is appropriate for the ¢ skort way”—
which in most instances is preferable, and is strongly
recommended.
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTER.

B e

A Lodge of Most Excellent Masters is
composed of #zree or more :

Most EXCELLENT MASTER,
SENIOR WARDEN,
Junior WARDEN,

With the following additional officers :—
TREASURER,
SECRETARY,
MasTER OoF CEREMONIES,
SenIoR DEACON,
Junior DEacon,
TYLER.

The ceremonies commemorated in this
degree, particularly refer to the completion
and dedication of the temple. The sym-
bolic color is, like that of the fourth and
fifth degrees, purple; but the Chapter jew-
els and aprons are usually worn for the
reason already assigned.

A brother receiving this degree is said
to be “received and acknowledged a Most
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Excellent Master,”—and is an acknowledg-
ment of the merits and s#z// of those upon
whom it is conferred.

OPENING.
r
[
* ® kS £ £ ®

The following psalm is read at the
opening :—

PSALM XXIV.

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof ; the world and they that dwell
therein. For he hath founded it upon the
seas, and established it upon the floods.
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord,
or who shall stand in his holy place?
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive
the blessing from the Lord, and righteous-
ness from the God of his salvation. This
is the generation of them that seek him,
that seek thy face, O Jacob. Lift up your
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heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory
shall come in. Who is this King of Glory ?
The Lord, strong, and mighty; the Lord,
mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O
ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting
doors, and the King of Glory shall come
in. Who is this King of Glory? The
Lord of Hosts, he is the King of Glory.
AMEN.
Response : So mote it be.

* * * * * * * *

———
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A Lodge of Most Excellent Master Ma-
sons being declared open, and the purpose |
for which it was convened having been
stated, the Master of Ceremonies is directed
to ‘“repair to the ante-room, take charge
of the brother, and properly prepare and
introduce him.”
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RECEPTION.
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I was glad when they said unto me, Let
us go into the house of the Lord.

[
s
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city
that is compact together.

ia.

Whither the tribes go up—the tribes of
the Lord—unto the testimony of Israel, to
give thanks unto the name of the Lord.
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For there are set thrones of judgment—
the thrones of the house of David.

=
IS
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they
shall prosper that love thee. Peace be

within thy walls, and prosperity within thy
palaces.

dddid 4D

For my brethren and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, peace be within thee; be-
cause of the house of the Lord, our God, I
will seek thy good.
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The work is right in the South.
The work is right in the West.

* * * * * * * *

“Is not this the day that was set
apart for the dedication of the Temple, and
the celebration of the Cape-stone?”

“This is the day that was set apart
for the dedication of the Temple and the
celebration of the Cape-stone.”

* * * * * * * *

The following ode is sung :—

ALrvr hail to the morning
That bids us rejoice ;
The Temple’s completed,

Exalt high each voice.
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The Cape-Stone is finished,
Our labor is o'er ;

The sound of the Gavel
Shall hail us no more.

To the Power Almighty, who ever has guided
The tribes of old Israel, exalting their fame,

To Him who hath governed our hearts undivided,
Let’s send forth our voices to praise His great name.

Companions, assemble
On this joyful day ;
(The occasion is glorious,)
The Key-Stone to lay ;
Fulfilled is the promise,
By the ANCIENT OF Davys,
7o bring forth the Cape-Stone
With shouting and praise.

There is no more occasion for level or plumb-line,
For trowel or gavel, for compass or square ;

Our works are completed, 7 ARK safely sealed,
And we shall be greeted as workmen most rare.
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Now those that are worthy,
Our toils who have shared,
And proved themselves faithful,
Shall meet their reward.
Their virtue and knowledge,

Industry and skill,
Have our approbation,
Have gained our good will.

We accept and receive them, Most Excellent Masters,
Invested with honors and power to preside ;
Among worthy Craftsmen wherever assembled,
The knowledge of Masons to spread far and wide.

And King Solomon stood before the
Altar of the Lord, in the presence of all the
congregation of Israel, and spread forth
his hands, and said :—

O Lorp Gobp of Israel, there is no Gop
like thee in Heaven, nor in the earth; which
keepest covenant, and showest mercy unto




44 HAND-BOOK OF THE CHAPTER.

thy servants that walk before thee with all
their hearts. Now then, O Lorp Gop of
Israel, let thy word be verified, which thou
hast spoken unto thy servant David. But
will Gop in very deed dwell with men on
the earth? Behold, heaven, and the heaven
of heavens, cannot contain thee; how much
less this house which I have builded ! Have
respect, therefore, to the prayer of thy ser-
vant, and to his supplication, O Lorp Gob,
to hearken unto the cry and the prayer
which thy servant prayeth before thee; that
thine eyes may be open upon this house
day and night, upon the place whereof thou
hast said that thou wouldst put thy name
there; to hearken unto the prayer which
thy ser<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>