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PREFACE.

IN undertaking to edit this republication of the FREE-
MASON'S MONITOR, it is but justice to myself to say that the
work has been long in contemplation ; the notes, etc., for the
-most part, were long since prepared. As far back as 1852, I
had an edition of the MoNITOR, embracing the Symbolical
Degrees, nearly ready for the press. In all my teachings as a
Masonic Lecturer, I have urged that whatever merits the
fifteen or twenty Handbooks in use among us possessed over
this, or one another, it was merely for their pictorial embel-
lishments; the monitorial and really essential parts being but
copies of this, with unimportant additions. I have never
thought their dissemination, to the exclusion of Webb’s Mon-
itor, the true policy of the Craft.

To Mr. John Sherer I have now transferred the materials
80 long collected and elaborated, and would eordially recom-
mend this laudable dffort of his to the Fraternity at large.
His labors in the science of Masonic Symbology are well
known at home and abroad. His large and elegant Carpets,
approved and indorsed by the highest intelligence of our
Order, are suspended in every Lodge and Chapter, and it is
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reasonably anticipated that Tas FrEEMAson's MoNITOR will
be accepted by the Craft at large as the best accompaniment
to them.

The first edition of the FREEMASON'S MONITOR was issued
at Albany, N. Y., in 1797. In the preface the author de-
olares that the work was chiefly intended for Freemasons, but
is equally calculated to explain the nature and design of the
institution to persons seeking Masonic information, from
whatever motives. He admits that it is chiefly taken from
the Illustrations of Masonry of William Preston ; the principal
changes being a reduction of the number of Sections, in the
original siz, four and twelve respectively, but in this work
three, two and three. He conceived that the MoxrToR em-
braced Masonic information not otherwise accessible in &
single volume, and that Masonic bodies would find it a useful
assistant and monitor. This hope has been amply fulfilled.
The plan of the MoNITOR is 80 lucid, and the working of the
Degrees, by due attention to the various sections, so practical,
that its publication, aided, as it was, for twenty-two years by
Webb’s personal teachings, and by those of his disciples,
Gleason, Cushman, Cross, Barney, Fowle, Vinton, eto., who
more or less accurately followed their master’s steps, produced
an admirable uniformity in the American rituals.

In this edition the phraseology of that of 1816 and subse-
quent issues has been followed, correcting typographical
errors and improving the punctuation. Mr. Webb altered
and amended the MoNITOR in each successive edition from
1797 to 1816; after that time the text was unchanged.

Hence the propriety of adopting the latter as a standard.
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A foew Boripture passages incorrectly quoted ‘lyve been set
right; a fall copy of the Ancient Charges inserted, instead
of the garbled one formerly used; and the headings of the
pages improved. With these few exceptions, the reader will
see the MoNTTOR 88 Webb himself perfeoted it and left it.

The omission of the Degrees and Orders of The Ancient
and Accepted Rite was a matter of course. 'Webb, so far as
is known, was not in possession of those Degrees, and could
only give an imperfect sketch of their history and rituals
from other authors equally in the dark. They are grossly,
even ridiculously, incorrect; end the space occupied by them
has been devoted here to a better purpose. The publication

, of exact and elegant rituals of this philosophical Rite by
Pike, Lafon and Carson, renders it the less important that I
should present one here. '

In relation to the insertion of Masonic emblems illustrating
the unwritten work of Masonry, it is known that Webb did
not approve of them. In none of his ten or fifteen editions
are any illustrations used, although English and French
authors had adopted them before his day. Mr. Cross, whose
¢ Magoniec Chart” appeared about the time of Mr. Webb's
death (1819,) and who is altogether indebted to the MoniTOR
for any thing valuable in his book, ventured to follow foreign
authors in the use of emblems, and thereby made a work
which became popular beyond precedent. Although the
older Masons, Webb’s pupils, opposed it as an innovation, the
popular mind seized it as a valuable auxiliary in the study of
esoteric Masonry; and it has maintained its place in the
bookstores for forty years. Other ritualists, Tannehill, 0. W.
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Moore, Corneltus Moore, Gray, Macoy, Mackey, Davis, Dove,
Stewart, eto.,'followed the plan thus made popular by Cross;
and now no Handbook of Masonry is welcome without
emblems. One improvement, which Mr. Sherer olaims to
have originated, has been adopted in this volume, vis:
placing the emblems in juxtaposition with the corresponding
letter-press.

If, a8 is fondly hoped, the establishment of Masonic Schools
of Instruction, teaching mothing but the “ Webb Work,”
should be crowned with general success, an important feature
in them must be a uniform text-book. The FREEMASON'S
MoniTor must of course possess the only olaim to that
position.

In the Appendix, with Odes, Forms, eto., will be found a )
practical synopsis of Masonic Law. This, as will be seen, has
been prepared with great labor, and is the first work of the
sort ever published. I ean but anticipate its favorable recep-
tion, remembering the general and incesssnt call that has
been made for a work of the kind. Its place in the MoNrTOR
gives it an extrinsio value on the score of convenience.

In conclusion, but few will deny that the practical merits
of THE FREEMASON'S MoNITOR are enhanced by judicious
notes and comment; sixty-two years having passed since the
first edition appeared, and great progress having been made
by the Fraternity in matters of Masonic science. The fact
that Mr. Webb himself so often changed and improved the
work until a short time previous to his death, implies that,
had be lived to a period subsequent to the great Morgan ex-
citement, he would have thought it necessary, as I have done,
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to add something more to the MoN1TOR than illustrations of
working the Degrees. Having adopted his views, g0 far as I
possessed them, in the selection and arrangement of my notes
comment and synopsis, I feel a pleasing confidence that the
present edition will be generally acceptable to his disciples
and admirers.
Ros Moznis.
LouisviLLz, February, 1859.
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FREEMASON'S MONITOR.

CHAPTER 1.
ORIGIN OF MASONRY AND ITS GENERAL ADVANTAGES.*

Frox the commencement of the world, we may trace the
foundation of Masonry.t Ever since symmetry began, and
harmony displayed her charms, our Order has had a being.
During many ages, and in many different countries, it has
flourished. In the dark periods of antiquity, when literature
was in a low state, and the rude manners of our forefathers
withheld from them that knowledge we now so amply share,
Masonry diffused its influence. This science unveiled, arts
arose, civilization took place, and the progress of knowledge
and philosophy gradually dispelled the gloom of ignorance
and barbarism. Government being settled, authority was
given to laws, and the assemblies of the fraternity acquired
the patronage of the great and the good, while the tenets of
the profession were attended with unbounded utility.

For ample proof of the antiguity of Masonry, that necessary founda-
tion of its universality and unchangeability, see the writings of (teorge
Oliver, D. D., whose investigations under this head embrace the entire
range of history, ancient and modern. A belief in the antiguity of Ma-

' The larger type i8 the tez¢, as found in the Monitor; the paragraphs
interspersed in smaller type are Mr. Morris's comments and notes. PY
1 Masonry and Geometry are sometimes used as synonymous terms.
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sonry is the first requisite of a good teacher. Upon this all the legends
of the Orderare based. The dignity of the Institution depends mainly
upon its age, and to disguise its gray hairs is to expose it to a contempt-
uous comparison with every society of modern date.

Masonry is a science confined to no particular country, but
diffused over the whole terrestrial globe. Wherever arts
flourish, there it flourishes too. Add to this, that by secret
and inviolable signs, carefully preserved among the fraternity
throughout the world, Masonry becomes a universal language.
Hence many advantages are gained : the distant Chinese, the
wild Arab, and the American savage, will embrace a brother
Briton, Franc or German; and will know, that beside the
common ties of humanity, there is still a stronger obligation
to induce him to kind and friendly offices. The spirit of the
fulminating priest will be tamed; and a moral brother, though
of a different persuasion, engage his esteem. Thus, through
the influence of Masonry, which is reconcileable to the best
policy, all those disputes, which embitter life, and sour the
tempers of men, are avoided; while the common good, the
general design of the Craft is zealously pursued.

In the United States there are at this time (1858) 86 Grand Lodges,
viz: Alabama, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware, District of
Columbis, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachuseits, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Car-
olina, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin. The aggregate
number of Subordinate Lodges working under these is about 4500, hav-
ing a membership in gross of 160,000 Master Masons. It is demonstra~
ble that the United States has more Lodges and Masons than the whole
of the world besides.

¢ Lo what a goodly heritage,
The Lord {0 us hath given!"

Each symbolic degree has at least one sign that is universal. The
tokens and words, there is reason to believe, are universal.
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The every-day experience of the Masonic reader will justify this ex-
hibit of the influence of Masonic principles upon the brotherhood. .

From this view of the system, its utility must be sufficiently

.obvious. The universal principles of the art unite men of

the most opposite tenets, of the most distant countries, and
of the most contradictory opinions, in one indissoluble bond
of affection, so that in every nation a Mason finds a friend,
and in every climate a home.

This paragraph demands some modification. *The most opposite
tenets,” and *‘ the most contradictory opinions,” must be harmonized on
the broad basis of T'he Ancient Charges of Masonry, else Freemasonry
a8 such could not exist. The belief and trust in one God, and in a Di-
vine Revelation; and obedience to the Ten Commandments of Sinai, are
essential, opposed to which nothing ¢ opposite” nor “contradictory ” can
be tolerated. No man was more strenuous in maintaining this view of
Masonic conformity in practice than Webb himself.

CHAPTER II.
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRATERNITY EXPLAINED.

The mode of government observed by the fraternity will
best explain the importance, and give the truest idea of the
nature and design, of the Masonic system.

There are several classes of Masons, under different appel-
lations. The privileges of these classes are distinct, and par-
ticular means are adopted to preserve those privileges to the
just and meritorious of each class.

In general practice there is no Masonic discipline, as such, beyond the
third degree. It is in the symbolic Lodge, which consists of only three de-
grees, that every Mason is initiated, passed and raised, affiliated, or demit~
ted, tried, punished, restored oracquitted, enlightened, relieved or interred.
Masonic edifices are underlaid and dedicated only by the symbolic
Lodge. The honor of the fraternity is maintained, its actual standing is
presented before the world, its awards and punishments published, only
by the symbolioc Lodge. It would comport better with the real purposes
of Masonry, if more attention were paid to this department and less to
the 80 called higher degroes.
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Honor and probity are recommendations to the first class;
n which the practice of virtue is enforced, and the duties of
morality inculcated, while the mind is prepared for regular
and social converse in the principles of knowledge and phi-
losophy.

Diligence, assiduity and application are qualifications for the
second class; in which an accurate elucidation of science,
both in theory and practice, is given. Here human reason is
cultivated by a due exertion of the rational and intellectual
powers and faculties; niceand difficult theories are explained ;
new discoveries produced, and those already known beau-
tifully embellished.

It is for this class that zealous men, during the past one®hundred
years, have provided such ample means of Masonic instruction. The
publication of The Universal Masonic Library, embracing 58 distinct
works, in 80 volumes, upon the History, Philosophy and Jurisprudence
of Freemasonry, has left nothing wanting that can enlighten and per-
fect the aspiring Fellow-craft.

The third class is composed of those whom truth and fidel-
ity have distinguished; who, when assaulted by threats and
violence, after solicitation and persuasion have failed, have
evinced their firmness and integrity in preserving inviolate
the mysteries of the Order.

The government of the Lodge, the dispensing of its charities, and the
selection of materials for its increase, are left by general usage in the
United States, to the Masons of the third class, as before remarked.

The fourth class consists of those who have perseveringly
studied the scientific branches of the art, and exhibited proof
of their skill and acquirements, and who have consequently
obtained the honor of this degree, as a reward of merit.

Hence the appellation ¢ the more honorable degree’ of Mark Master, as
geen in the Diplomas and Certificates of Royal Arch Masonry. This
and the subsequent degrees are comparatively modern.
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The fifth class consists of those who, having acquired a
proficiency of knowledge to become teachers, have been elected
to preside over regularly constituted bodies of Masons.

The sixth class consists of those who, having discharged
the duties of the chair with honor and reputation, are ac-
knowledged and recorded as Most Excellent Masters.

The seventh class consists of a select few whom years and
experience have improved, and whom merit and abilities have
entitled to preferment. With this class the ancient land-
marks of the Order are preserved; and from them we learn
and practice the necessary and instructive lessons, which at
once dignify the art, and qualify its professors to illustrate its
excellence and utility.

This is the established mode of the Masonic government,
when the rules of the system are observed. By this judicious
arrangement, true friendship is cultivated among different
ranks and degrees of men, hospitality promoted, industry
rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.

This is according to the American System. In other countries the de-
gree of Royal Arch is communicated without the intermediate degrees
of Mark Master and Most Excellent Master. All the degrees of the
Chapter here named are intensely Americanized. ¢

CHAPTER IIL

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE S8ECRETS OF MASONRY DEMON-
STRATED.

If the secrets of Masonry are replete with such advantages
to mankind, it may be asked, Why are they not divulged for
the general good of society? To which it may be answered ;
‘Were the privileges of Masonry to be indiscriminately bestowed,
the design of the institution would be subverted; and, being
familiar, like many other important matters, would soon lose
their value, and sink into disregard.
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A better reason than this is that we as Masons have received them
under a binding pledge to preserve them as secrets from the world and
can not, short of the most horrible falsehood, violate our covenant. This
is well understood by the community at large, who stamped the seal of
perjury so deeply into the forehead of those who in the last generation
pretended to expose our mysteries to the world, that but few of them
ever recovered from the disgrace.

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are generally
more charmed with novelty, than the real worth or intrinsic
value of things. Noveltyinfluences all our actions and deter-
minations. What is new, or difficult in the aequisition, how-
ever trifling or insignificant, readily captivates the imagina-
tion, and ensures a temporary admiration; while what is famil-
iar, or easily obtained, however noble and eminent for ita
utility, is sure to be disregarded by the giddy and unthinking.

Did the particular secrets or peculiar forms prevalent among
Masons constitute the essence of the art, it might be alleged
that our amusements were trifling, and our ceremonies super-
ficial. But this is not the case. Having their use, they are
preserved ; and from the recollection of the lessons they incul-
cate, the well-informed Mason derives instruction. Drawing
them to a near inspection, he views them through a proper
medium; adverts to the circumstances which gave them rise;
dwells upon the tenets they convey; and, finding them replete
with uscful information, adopts them as keys to the privileges
of his art, and prizes them as sacred. Thus convinced of
their propriety, he estimates the value from their utility.

The “ particular secrets or peculiar forms’ taught by Webb up to the
period of his death a8 the Rituals of Freemasonry are yet gloriously pre-
served by many of the old Masons of New England and elsewhere. The
writer has received them from various persons in Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Vermont, eto,, and has found them in the main, uniform and
consistent. The changes made -by Masonic lecturers subsequently to
1819, have not been for the better.

Many persons are deluded by their vague supposition that
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our mysteries are merely nominal; that the practices estab-
lished among us are frivolous; and that our ceremonies might
be adopted, or waived, at pleasure. On this false foundation,
we have found them hurrying through all the degrees, without
adverting to the propriety of one step they pursue, or possess-
ing a single qualification requisite for advancement. Passing
through the usual formalities, they have accepted offices, and
assumed the government of Lodges, equally unacquainted
with the rules of the institution they pretended to support, or
the nature of the trust reposed in them. The consequence is
obvious; wherever such practices have been allowed, anarchy
and confusion have ensued, and the substance has been lost
in the shadow.

This grievous fault, as common at the present day as in 1797, is
chargeable upon the Masters of Lodges and can not justly be imputed to
the candidates themselves. If the blind lead the blind what other result
can be expected!

Were the brethren who preside over Lodges properly
instructed previous to their appointment, and regularly
apprised of the importance of their respective offices, a gen-
eral reformation would speedily take place. This would
evince the propriety of our mode of government, and lead
men to acknowledge, that our honors were deservedly con-
ferred. The ancient consequence of the Order would be res-
tored, and the reputation of the society preserved.

A careful study of the ancient laws of the Institution develops sev-
enteen main principles, or landmarks which the intelligent officer of
the Lodge may well commit to memory. They are as follows: 1, The
Masonic landmarks are unchangeable, and imperative. 2, Masonry is
a gystem teiching, symbolically, piety, morality, science, charity, and
self-disciplinz. 8, The law of God is the rule and limit of Masonry.
4, The Civil law, 8o far as it accords with the Divine, is obligatory upon
Masons. 6, The Masonic Lodge, and the Masonic institution, are one
and indivisible. 6, Masonio qualifications regard the mental, moral,
and physical nature of man. 7, Personal worth and merit are the basis
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of official worth and merit. 8, The official duties of Masonry are eso-
teric. 9, The sclection of Masonic material, and the general labors of the
Masonic Crafl are exoteric. 10, The honors of Masonry are the gratitude
of the Craft, and the approval of God. 11, Masonic promotion, both offi-
cial and private, is by grades. 12, The Grand Master may have a deputy.
18, The head of the Lodge is the Master duly elected by the Craft. 14,
The medium of communication hetween the hend and the body of the
Lodge, is the Wardens duly-clected by the Craft. 15, Obedience to the
Master and Wardens is obligatory upon the members. 16, Secresy is an
indispensable element of Masoory. 17, The Grand Lodge is supreme in
its sphere of jurisdiction, and controls both the Subordinate Lodges and
individual Masons, but always subject to the ancient landmarks.

Such conduct alone can support our character. Unless
prudent actions shall distinguish our title to the honors of
Masonry, and regular deportment display the influence and
utility of our rules, the world in general will not easily
be led to reconcile our proceedings with the tenets of our
profession.

CHAPTER IV.
GENERAL REMARKS.

Masonry is an art equally useful and extensive. In every
art there is a mystery, which requires a gradual progression
of knowledge to arrive at any degree of perfection in it.
Without much instruction, and more exercise, no man can be
skillful in any art: in like manner, without an assiduous
application to the various subjects trcated of in the different
lectures of Masonry, no person can be sufficiently acquainted
with its true value.

This sentiment is a severe rebuke upon those who declaim against all
written publications as innovations, and denounce the study of Masonry
as an unlawful thing. Without much instruction, and more exercise, no
person will appreciate the wisdom, strength, and beauty of Freemasonry.

It must not, however, be inferred from this remark, that
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persons who labor under the disadvantages of a confined edu-
cation, or whose sphere of life requires a more intense appli-
cation to business or study, are to be discouraged in their
endeavors to gain a knowledge of Masonry.

The peculiarly difficult manner in which the essential secrets of
Masonry are necessarily communicated to the American brethren, ren-
ders it a matter of time as well as labor, to acquire them. No such
auxiliaries as go to the acquisition of other sciences are permitted here;
frequent rehearsals impressing retentive memories, form the only road
to this learning. It is not strange, therefore, that we have so few
proficients.

To qualify an individual to enjoy the benefits of the society
at large, or to partake of its privileges, it is not absolutely
necessary that he should be acquainted with all the intricate
parts of the science. These are only intended for the diligent
and assiduous Mason, who may have leisure and opportunity
to indulge such pursuits.

Though some are more able than others, some more eminent,
some more useful, yet all, in their different spheves, may
prove advantageous to the community. As the nature of
every man's profession will not admit of that leisure which is
necessary to qualify him to become an expert Mason, it is
highly proper that the official duties of a Lodge should be
executed by persons whose education and situation in life
enable them to become adepts ; as it must be allowed, that all
who accept offices, and exercise authority, should be properly
qualified to discharge the task assigned them, with honor to
themselves, and credit to their sundry stations.

CHAPTER V.
THE CEREMONY OF OPENING AND CLOSING A LODGE.

In all regular assemblies of men, who are convened for
wise and useful purposes, the commencement and conclusion
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of business are accompanied with some form. In every
country of the world the practice prevails, and is deemed
essential. From the most remote periods of antiquity it may
be traced, and the refined improvements of modern times have
not totally abolished it.

Ceremonies, when simply considered, it is true, are little
more than visionary delusions ; but their effects are sometimes
important. When they impress awe and reverence on the
mind, and engage the attention by external attraction, to
solemn rites, they are interesting objects. These purposes
are effected by judicious ceremonies, when regularly conducted
and properly arranged. On fhis ground they have received
the sanction of the wisest men in all ages, and consequently
could not escape the notice of Masons. To begin well, is the
most likely means to end well ; and it is judiciously remarked,
that when order and method are neglected at the beginning,
they will be seldom found to take place at the end.

At every slated meeting, the Lodge should be thoroughly instructed
in the ceremony of opening, as this embraces the whole art of preserving
the essential secresy of the Craft, the duties and’ stations of officers, the
appeal to Deity for grace and strength, and the unchangeable means of
Masonic recognition.

The ceremony of opening and closing a Lodge with solem-
nity and decorum, is, therefore, universally admitted among
Masons ; and though the mode in some Lodges may vary, and
in every degree must vary, still a uniformity in the general
practice prevails in every Lodge; and the variation is solely
occasioned by a want of method, which a little application
might easily remove.

In the numerous Lodges I have visited, I have found the variation
to consist chiefly in the different amount of ceremony and lecture
rehearsed. In some the ceremony is deprived of all its vitality, in
others it is made full and explicit, while the great mass of Lodges vary
between these extremes.
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To conduct this ceremony with propriety ought to be the
peculiar study of every Mason, especially of those who have
the honor to rule in our assemblies. To persons who are thus
dignified, every eye is naturally directed for propriety of con-
duct and behavior; and from them, other brethren, who are
less informed, will naturally expect to derive an example
worthy of imitation.

It is comparatively easy fo confer a degree, but few can open and
close a Lodge with dignity and propriety. Years of study and experi-
ence go to make one proficient in this desirable art.

From a share in this ceremony no Mason can be exempted.
It is a general concern, in which all must assist. This is the
first request of the Master, and the prelude to all business.
No sooner has it been signified, than every officer repairs to
his station, and. the brethren rank according to their degrees.
The intent of the meeting becomes the sole object of attention,
and the mind is insensibly drawn from those indiscriminate
subjects of conversation which are apt to intrude on our less
serious moments.

This effect accomplished, our care is directed to the external
avenues of the Lodge, and the proper officers, whose province
it is to discharge that duty, execute their trust with fidelity,
and by certain mystic forms, of no recent datée, intimate that
we may safely proceed. To detect impostors among ourselves,
an adherence to order in the character of Masons ensues, and
the Lodge is either opened or closed in solemn form.

By the general usage in the United States this order is reversed.
The Lodge is first congregated, then purged, then fyled. This seems to
me the more consistent method.

At opening the Lodge, two purposes are wisely effected : the
Master is reminded of the dignity of his character, and the
brethren of the homage and veneration due from them in
their sundry stations. These are not the only advantages
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resulting from a due observance of this ceremony; a rever-
ential awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the eye fixed on
that objeet, from whose radiant beams light only can be
derived. Here we are taught to adore the God of heaven,
and to supplicate his protection on our well-meant endeavors.
The Master assumes his government in due form, and under
him his Wardens; who accept their trust, after the customary
salutations. The brethren then, with one accord, unite in
duty and respect, and the ceremony concludes.

This is a beautiful synopsis of the form and purposes of the open-
ing cercmony.

At closing the Lodge, a similar form takes place. Here the
less important duties of Masonry are not passed over unob-
gerved. The necessary degree of subordination in the govern-
ment of a Lodge is peculiarly marked, while the proper tribute
of gratitude is offered up to the beneficent Author of life, and
his blessing invoked and extended to the whole fraternity.
Each brother faithfully locks up the treasure he has acquired,
in his own secret repositary; and, pleased with his reward,
retires to enjoy and disseminate, among the private circle of
his brethren, the fruits of his labor and industry in the
Lodge.

The work of the Lodge in each degree is a portion of the secrets of
Masonry.

These are faint outlines of a ceremony which universally

prevails among Masons in every country, and distinguishes all

_their meetings. It is arranged as a general section in every
degree, and takes the lead in all our illustrations.

The best usago at stated meetings is to open the three Lodges in reg-
ular order, commencing with the lowest. No abbreviating or slurring
over the ceremonies should be allowed, but every response given and
every ceremony performed with plodding exactness. The closing may
be more brief.
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At called meetings those Lodges only are opened in which the business
of the meeting is to be performed.

Charge used at Opening a Lodge.

“Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for brethreg to
dwell together in unity!

«It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran
down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to
the skirts of his garments:

“As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended
upon the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord commanded
the blessing, even life for evermore.”

An Invocation at Closing the Lodge.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us, and all regular
Masons! may brotherly love prevail, and every moral and
social virtue cement us! Amen. So mote it be.

No Lodge can be regularly opened or closed without religious sens
vices of some sort. The general usage is for the Master to call upon
brethren gifted in prayer to make supplication to the Divine Throne.
In very many Lodges, opening and closing Odes are likewise sung. See
Appendix.

CHAPTER VI

CHARGES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT AND
BEHAVIOR OF MASONS,

A rehearsal of the Ancient Charges properly succeeds
the opening, and precedes the closing, of a Lodge. This was
the constant practice of our ancient brethren, and ought never
to be neglected in our regular assemblies. A recapitulation
of our duty can not be disagreeable to those who are
acquainted with it; and to those who know it not, should
any such be, it must be highly proper to recommend it.
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The Synopsis of the Ancient Charges, introduced here by Webb, is so
abbreviated and imperfect that it is thought better to insert the whole,
unabridged. Al questions upon Masonic Law must be referred, as &
last resort, to these Ancient Charges. A mere skeleton of a document,
not in itself very lengthy, does not therefore answer the purpose Webb
had in view, nor would it serve as a standard, so necessary in this
inquiring age, for the settlement of the numerous mooted questions that
arise in the workings of every Lodge.




' THE

ANCIENT CHARGES OF MASONRY.

FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1723 UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

CHAPTER I
CONCERNING GOD AND RELIGION.

A Mason is obliged, by his tenure, to obey the moral law,
and if he rightly understands the art, he will never become a
stapid Atheist nor an irreligious Libertine.

But though in ancient times, Masons were charged in every
country to be of the Religion of that country or nation, what-
ever it was, yet it is now thought more expedient only to
oblige them to that Religion in which all men agree, leaving
their particular opinions to themselves; that is, to be good
and true, or men of honor and honesty, by whatever denom-
inations or persuasions they may be distinguished : whereby
Masonry becomes the center of union, and the means of con-
ciliating true friendship among persons that must have
remained at a perpetual distance.

CHAPTER II
OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE, SUPREME AND SUBORDINATE.

A Mason is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever
he resides or works, and is never to be concerned in plots or
eonspiracies against the peace and welfare of the nation, nor
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to behave himself undutifully to inferior Anagistrates. For as
Masonry hath always been injured by war, bloodshed and con-
fusion, so ancient kings and princes have been much disposed
to encourage the Craftsmen, because of their peaceableness an.d
loyalty, whereby they practically answered the cavils of their
adversaries, and promoted the honor of the fraternity who
ever flourished in times of peace. So that if a Brother should
be a rebel against the State, he is not to be countenanced in
his rebellion, however he may be pitied as an unhappy man;
and if convicted of no other crime, though the loyal Brother-
hood must and ought to disown his rebellion and give no
umbrage or ground of political jealousy to the government
for the time being, they can not cxpel him from the Lodge,
and his relation to it remains indefeasible.

CHAPTER III.

OF LODGES.

A Lodge is a place where Masons assemble and work ;
hence that Assembly, or duly-organized Society of Masons, is
called a Lodge, and every Brother ought to belong to one,
and to be subject to its by-laws and the general regulations.
It is either particular or general, and will be best understood
by attending it, and by the Regulations of the General or
Grand Lodge hereunto annexed. ¥ In ancient times,
ter ar Fellow could be absent from it, especially when w
appear at it, without incurring a severe censure,
edto the Master and Wardens, that pure necessi

The persons admitted members of g Lod
and true men, frec born, and of mature and

no Mas-
arned to
until it appear-
ty hindered him.
ge must be good
discreet age, no

# Alluding to the Constitution of

the Grand Lodge of England which
is not given in this volume.
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bondmen, no woman, no immoral or scandalous men, but of
good report.

CHAPTER IV.
OF MASTERS, WARDENS, FELLOWS AND APPRENTICES.

All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth
and personal merit only; that so the lord may be well served,
the brethren not put to shame, nor the Royal Craft despised.
Therefore no Mason or Warden is chosen by seniority but for
his merit. It is impossible to describe these things in writing,
and every Brother must attend in his place and learn them in
a way peculiar to this fraternity. Only candidates may know
that no Master should take an Apprentice unless he has suf-
ficient employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth,
having no maim or defect in his body that may render him
incapable of learning the art, of serving his Master’s Lord, and
of being made a Brother, and then a Fellow-craft in dué
time, even after he has served such & term of years as the
custom of the country directs, and that he should be descended
of honest parents: That 8o, when otherwise qualified he may
arrive to the honor of being the Warden, and then the Mas-
ter of the Lodge, the Grand Warden and at length the Grand
Master of all the Lodges, according to his merit.

No Brother can be a Warden until he has passed the part of
a Fellow-craft; nor a Master until he has acted as a Warden;
nor Grand Warden until he has been Master of a Lodge; nor °
Grand Master unless he has been a Fellow-craft before his
election, who is also to be nobly born, or a gentleman of the
best fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some curious archi-
tect, or other artist, descended of honest parents, and who is
of singular great merit in the opinion of the Lodges.

And for the better and easier and more honorable discharge
of his office, the Grand Master has a power to choose his own

4
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Deputy Grand Master who must be then or must have been
formerly, the Master of a particular Lodge, and has the priv-
ilege of acting whatever the Grand Master, his principal,
should act, unless the principal be present or interpose his
authority by a letter.

These rulers and governors, supreme and subordinate, of
the Ancient Lodge, are to be obeyed in their respective sta-
tions by all the brethren, according to the old Charges and
Regulations, with all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity.

CHAPTER V.
OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE CRAFT IN WORKING.

All Masons should work honestly on working days, that
they may live creditably on holy days; and the time appointed
by the law of the land, or confirmed by custom, shall be
observed.

The most expert of the Fellow craftsmen, shall be chosen
or appointed the Master or Overseer of the lord’s work, who
is to be called Master by those that work under him.

The Craftsmen are to avoid all ill language, and to call each
other no disobliging names, but Brother or Fellow; and to
behave themselves courteously within and without the Lodge.

The Master, knowing himself to be able of cunning, shall .
undertake the lord’s work as reasonably as possible, and truly
dispend his goods as if they were his own, nor to give more
wages to any Brother or Apprentice than he really may
deserve.

Both the Master and the Masons, receiving their wages
justly, shall be faithful to the lord, and honestly finish their
work whether task or journey; nor put the work to task, that
hath been accustomed to journey.

None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a Brother, nor
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supplant him, or put him out of his work, if he be capable to
finish the same; for no man can finish another’s work so much
to the lord’s profit, unless he be thoroughly acquainted with
the designs and drafts of him that began it.

When a Fellow-craftsman is chosen Warden of the work,
under the Master, he shall be true both to Master and Fellows,
and shall carefully oversee the work in the Master’s absence to
the lord’s profit: and his brethren shall obey him.

All Masons employed shall meekly receive their wages with-
out murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the Master till the
work is finished.

A younger Brother shall be instructed in working, to pre-
vent spoiling the materials for want of judgment, and for in-
creasing and continuing of brotherly love. All the tools
used in working shall be approved by the Grand Lodge.

No laborer shall be employed in the proper work of Masonry ;
nor shall Freemasons work with those that are not free, with-
out an urgent necessity ; nor shall they teach laborers, unac-
cepted Masons, as they should teach Brother or Fellow.

CHAPTER VI.
OF BEHAVIOR, VIZ: IN THE LODGE WHILE CONSTITUTED.

You are not to hold private committees or separate conver-
sation without leave from the Master, nor to talk of any thing
impertinent or unseemly, or interrupt the Master or Wardens,
or any Brother speaking to the Master; nor behave yourself
hilariously or jestingly while the Lodge is engaged in what is
serious and solemn, nor use any unbecoming language upon
any pretense whatever, but to pay due reverence to your Mas-
ter, Wardens and Fellows, and put them to worship.

If any complaint is brought, the Brother found guilty shall
stand to the award and determination of the Lodge, who are
the proper and competent judges of all such controversics
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(unless you carry it by appeal to the Grand Lodge), and to
whom they ought to be referred, unless a lord's work be hin-
dered the mean while; in which case a particular reference
may be made. But you must never go to law about what
concerneth Masonry, without absolute necessity, apparent to
the Lodge. l

After the Lodge is over and the Brethren not gone.

You may enjoy yourselves with innocent mirth, treating
one another according to ability, but avoiding all excess, or
forcing any Brother to eat or drink beyond his inclination,
or hindering him going when his occasions call him, or doing
or saying any thing offensive, or that may forbid an easy and
free conversation ; for that would blast our harmony and de-
feat our laudable purposes. Therefore, no private piques or
quarrels must be brought within the door of the Lodge, far
less any quarrels about religion, or. nations, or State policy,
we being only as Masons of the catholic religion above men-
tioned. We are also of all nations, tongues, kindreds and
languages, and are resolved against all politics as what never
yet conduced to the welfare of the Lodge, and never will.
This charge has been always strictly enjoined and observed ;
but especially ever since the Reformation in Britain, or the
dissent and secession of these nations from the communion of
Rome.

When Brethren moet without Strangers, but not in a Lodge
Sormed.

You are to salute one another in a courteous manner, as
you will be instructed, calling each other Brother, freely giv-
ing mutual instruction, as shall be thought expedient, with-
out being overseen or overheard, and without encroaching
apon each other, or derogating from that respect which is due
to any Brother were he not a Mason. For though all Masons
are as brethren upon the same level, yet Masonry takes no
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honor from a man that he had before,—nay, rather it adds to
his honor, especially if he has deserved well of the Brother-
hood, who must give honor to whom it is due, and avoid ill-
manners.

In presence of Strangers, not Masons.

You shall be cautious in your words and carriage, that the
most penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover or find
out what is not proper to be intimated; and sometimes you
shall divert a discourse, and manage it prudently, for the
honor of the worshipful fraternity.

At Home and in your Neighborhood.

Youare to act as becomes a moral and wise man : particu-
larly not to let your family, friends and neighbors know the
concerns of the Lodge, ete., but wisely to consult your own
honor, and that of the ancient Brotherhood, for reasons not
to be mentioned here. You must also consult your health,
by not continuing together too late, or too long from home
after Lodge hours are past, and by avoiding of gluttony or
drunkenness, that your families be not neglected or injured,
nor you disabled from working.

Toward a strange Brother.

You are cautiously to examine him in such a method as
prudence shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon
by an ignorant false pretender, whom you are to reject with
contempt and derision, and beware of giving him any hints
of knowledge. But if you discover him to be a true and gen-
uine Brother, you are to respect him accordingly ; and if he
is in want, you must relieve him if you can, or else direct him
how he may be relieved. You must employ him some days,
or else recommend him to be employed. But you are not
charged to do beyond your ability, only to prefer a poor
Brother, that is a good man and true, before any other poor
people in the same circumstances.
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Finally, all these charges you are to observe, and also those
that shall be communicated to you in another way ; cultiva-
ting Brotherly Love, the foundation and cap-stone, the cement
and glory of the ancient fraternity, avoiding all wrangling
and quarreling, all slander and backbiting, not permitting
others to slander any honest Brother, but defending his char-
acter, and doing him all good offices as far as is consistent
with your honor and safety, and no further. And if any of
them do you injury, you must apply to your own or his Lodge,
and from thence you may appeal to the Grand Lodge at the
quarterly Communication, and from thence to the annual
Grand Lodge, as has been the ancient laudable conduct of our
forefathers in every nation; never taking a legal course, but
when the case can not be otherwise decided, and patiently
listening to the honest and friendly advice of Master and Fel-
lows, when they would prevent your going to law with stran-
gers, or would excite you to put a speedy period to all law-
suits, that so you may mind the affair of Masonry with the
more alacrity and success. But with respect to Brothers or
Fellows at law, the Master and brethren should kindly offer
their mediation, and if that submission is impracticable, they
must however carry on their process or lawsuit without wrath
and rancor, not in the common way, saying or doing nothing
which may hinder Broth.rly Love and good offices to be re-
newed and continued ; that all may see the benign influence
of Masonry, ag all true Masons have done from the beginning
of the world, and will do to the end of time. Amen. So
mote it be.

In addition to this ancient and most valuable document, the reader
is referred to Records of the tenth century ( Code, p. 18), the fourteenth
century (lbid. pp. 21 and 27), the fifteenth century (Ibid. p, 29); the
seventeenth century (Ibid. p. 35, republished in this volume under head
of % Charges to a Past Master”), and of the eighteenth century (bid. p.
47). The Constitutions of the thirty-six American Grand Lodges form

-~
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useful subjects of study. (For thatof New Yorksee Ibid. p. 64.) The
standard form of by-laws in very general use is worthy of notice in the
same connection ( Ibid. p. 91). Nothing will so readily form the ripe
Mason as the study of these ancient and standard documents.

CHAPTER VIIL
PRE-REQUISITES FOR A CANDIDATE.

By a late regulation, adopted by most of the Grand Lodges
in America, no candidate for the mysteries of Masonry can be
initiated without having been proposed at a previous meeting
of the Lodge; in order that no one may be introduced with-
out due inquiry relative to his character and qualifications.

This is so far from being a late requlation that it is a portion of the
oldest Masonic statutes ever brought to America: viz., in 1778, at the
establishment of the first Lodge in Boston, Massachusetts. It formed a
part, at that time, of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England,
as follows: ““RuLe V. No man can be made or adm:tted a member of
a particular Lodge, without previous notice, one month before, given to
the said Lodge in order to make due inquiry into the reputation and
capacity of the candidate; unless by the Dispensation aforesaid.” This
being a fundamental law of Masonry, it was not a regulation that could
be “adopted by most of the Grand Lodges in America.” Sce, also, the
Installation Service of the Master of a Lodge, Charge xiv.

All applications for initiation should be made by petition
in writing, signed by the applicant, giving an account of his
age, quality, occupation, and place of residence, and that he is
desirous of being admitted a member of the fraternity ; which
petition should be kept on file by the Secretary.

Form of a Petition to be presented by a Candidate for Initiation.
“To the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and Brethren of
Lodge, of Free and Accepted Masons:

“The petition of the subscriber respectfully showeth, that
baving long entertained a favorable opinion of your ancient
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institution, he is desirous of being admitted a member thereof,
if found worthy.

To this is properly added the words, *If admitted he pledges himself
to a cheerful obedience to all the requirements of the Institution.”

« His place of residence is years ; his
occupation

; his age

[Signed] “A. B."
After this petition is read, the candidate must be proposed
in form, by a member of the Lodge, and the proposition sec-
onded by another member; 8 committee is then appointed to
make inquiry relative to his character and qualifications.

The only exception to this rule is found in Virginia, where no exam-
ining committees are appointed. ’

The qualifications of candidates are of three classea: mental, moral, and
physical.

Mentally, each must possess a sound intellect, and a good memory, so
as quickly to appreciate, thoroughly to comprehend, and faithfully to
retain the instructions to be communicated to him.

Morally, he must be of good report before all men, obedient to the
laws of God, keeping his passions under subjection, industrious, econom-
ical, and a good citizen.

Physically, he must have the parts and members of a man, without
any serious maim or defect. All the Masonic means of recognition he
must be able Masonically to receive, and Masonically to communicate.

Declaration to be assented to by a Candidate, in an adjoining apariment,
previous to Initiation.

“Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before theso
gentlemen * that, unbiased by friends, and uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself
a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry?” I do.

“Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these
gentlemen, that you are prompted to solicit the privileges of
Masonry by a favorable opinion conceived of the institution,

# The Stewards of the Lodge are usually present. If not, then a Com-
mittee of Preparation.
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a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviceable
to your fellow-creatures ?” I do.

“Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these
gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all the ancient
established usages and customs of the fraternity ?” I do.

A clear ballot must be had before the caundidate is notified to appear
in the “adjoining apartment.”” The only exception to this is in South
Carolina, where it requires two black balls to reject.

The usage in balloting is by balls, and in a manner so secret that no
one is informed how another voted. If one black ball only is found in
the box. a second ballot is immediately had to correct a possible mis-
take; the black ball appearing the second time, the candidate is declared
rejected, nor can he apply to the Lodge again until after a period
(asually twelve months) designated in the standard regulations of the
Grand Lodge having jurisdiction. More than one black ball ensures a
peremptory rejection.

The same rule of balloting is applicable to petitions for affiliation and
sdvancement.

There is no Grand Lodge which at present authorizes an addition
to these declarations. A few private Lodges append a pledge, to the effect
that the applicant believes in a state of future rewards and punishments,
that he conceives the Holy Scriptures to be of Divine import, etc. All
this, howerer, is irregular and un-Masonic.

After the above declarations are made, and reported to the
Master, he makes it known to the Lodge, in manner following,
viz:

“BRETHREN,—At the request of Mr. A. B, he has been
proposed and accepted in regular form; I therefore recom-
mend him as a proper candidate for the mysteries of Masonry,
and worthy to partake of the privileges of the fraternity; and,
in consequence of a declaration of his intentions, voluntarily
made, I believe he will cheerfully conform to the rules of the
Order.”

If there,are then no objections made, the candidate is intro-
duced in due form.

5
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CHAPTER VIIL
REMARKS ON THE FIRST LECTURE.

We shall now enter on a disquisition of the different sec-
tions of the lectures appropriated to the several degrees of
Masonry, giving a brief summary of the whole, and annexing
to every remark the particulars to which the section alludes.
By these means the industrious Mason will be instructed in
the regular arrangement of the sections in each lecture, and
be enabled with more ease to acquire a knowledge of the art.
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The whole of these lectures, as taught by Webb, are yet extamt, and
would most appropriately accompany this volume by the mouth of Grand
Lecturers and other Masonic instructors.

The first lecture on Masonry is divided into three sections,
and each section into different clauses. Virtue is painted in
the most beautiful colors, and the duties of morality are
enforced. In it we are taught such useful lessons as prepare
the mind for a regular advancement in the principles of knowl-
edge and philosophy. These are imprinted on the memory by
lively and sensible images, to influence our conduct in the
proper discharge of the duties of social life.

These images relate to the chaste and beautiful drama of Masonry,
wherein emblem, symbol, and ceremonial, are elegantly combined with
the purest doctrine and the most venerable tradition, to impress the can-
didate's mind with the grace and sublimity of the Rite.

In Webb’s day, the emblems, instead of Leing presented in the Moni-
tor as now, were painted upon canvas, and formed a part of the hang-
ings of the Lodge. Oftener they were merely drawn with chalk, char-
coal, and clay, upon the floor, for temporary use. The same designs
were used then as now.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The first section in this lecture is suited to all capacities,
and may and ought to be known by every person who ranks
as a Mason. It consists of general heads, which, though
short and simple, carry weight with them. They not only
serve as marks of distinction, but communicate useful and
interesting knowledge, when they are duly investigated. They
qualify us to try and examine the rights of others to our privi-
leges, while they prove ourselves; and, as they induce us to
inquire more minutely into other particulars of greater im-
portance, they serve as an introduction to subjects more amply
explained in the following sections.

The examination of a visiting Brother is made particularly minute
and thorough upon this degree.

[,
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A Prayer used at the Initiation of a Candidate.

Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the Universe, to
this, our present convention; and grant that this candidate
for Masonry may dedicate and devote his life to thy service,
and become a true and faithful Brother among us! Endue
bim with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that by the
secrets of our art, he may be better enabled to display the
beauties of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, to the honor
of thy holy name. Amen. So mote it be.

All the prayers introduced into this work may be considered as

models or forms to be enlarged upon or abbreviated, or others substi-
tuted in their places, at the Master's will and pleasure.

It is a duty incumbent on every Master of a Lodge, before
the ceremony of initiation takes place, to inform the candidate
of the purpose and design of the institution; to explain the
nature of his solemn engagements; and, in a manner peculiar
to Masons alone, to require his cheerful acquiescence to the
duties of morality and virtue, and all the sacred tenets of the
Order.

This important regulation has been of latter years generally neg-
lected. The usage, however, is gaining ground again.

Toward the close of the section is explained that peculiar
ensign of Masonry, the lamb-skin, or
white leather apron, which is an emblem
of innocence, and the badge of a Ma-
son; more ancient than the Golden /
Fleece or Roman Eagle; more honorable
than the Star and Garter, or any other
order that could be conferred upon the candidate at the time
of his initiation, or at any time thereafter, by king, prince,
potentate, or any other person, except he be a Mason; and
which every one ought to wear with equal pleasure to him-
self, and honor’ to the fraternity.
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The Masonie gpron of the symbolic degrees should be cut with right
angles throughout.

This section closes with an explanation of the working tools
and implements of an Entered Apprentice, which are, the
Twenty-four inch Gauge, and the Common Gavel.

These should be a part of the furniture or equipments of the Lodge.
The following is the correct form of the Gavel:

| S S N I R R B S
|

The Twenty-four inch Gauge is an instrument made use of
by operative masons, to measure and lay out their work ; but
we, as free and accepted Masons are taught to make use of it
for the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time.
It being divided into twenty-four equal parts, is emblematical
of the twenty-four hours of the day, which we are taught to
divide into three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for
the service of God and a distressed worthy Brother; eight
hours for our usual avocations ; and eight for refreshment and
sleep.

#«The most effectual expedient employed by Alfred the Great, for the
encouragement of learning, was his own example, and the constant assi-
duity with which he employed himself in the pursuit of knowledge.
He usually divided his time into three equal portions: one was employed
in sleep, and the refection of his body; another in the dispatch of busi-
ness; and a third in study and devotion.”—Hume's History of England.
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The Common Gavel is an instrument made use of by
operative masons, to break off the corners of rough stones,
the better to fit them for the builder’s use; but we, as free
and accepted Masons, are taught to make use of it for the
more noble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds and
consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life, thereby
fitting our bodies, as living stones, for that spiritual building,
that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

THE SECOND SECTION.

The second section rationally accounts for the origin of our
hieroglyphical instruction, and convinces us of the advantages
which will ever accompany a faithful observance of our duty;
it maintains, beyond the power of contradiction, the propri-
ety of our rites, while it demonstrates to the most skeptical
and hesitating mind, their excellence and utility; it illustrates,
at the same time, certain particulars, of which our ignorance
might lead us into error, and which, as Masons, we are indis-
pensably bound to know.

It is not enough to instruct the initiate in the forms through which
he has passed ; this were but child-like and trivial. The antiquity, ori-
gin and meaning of those forms is that which alone can recommend
them to the intellectual mind. In this, and not in mere expertness or
dramatic effect, lies the forte of a skillful Master. '

To make a daily progress in the art is our constant duty,
and expressly required by our general laws. What end can
be more noble, than the pursuit of virtue ? what motive more
alluring, than the practice of justice? or what instruction
more beneficial, than an -accurate elucidation of symbolical
mysteries which tend to embellish and adorn the mind? Ev-
ery thing that strikes the eye, more immediately engages the
attention, and imprints on the memory serious and solemn
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truths; hence Masons, universally adopting this method of
inculeating the tenets of their Order by typical figures and
allegorical emblems, prevent their mysteries from descending
into the familiar reach of inattentive and unprepared novices,
from whom they might not receive due veneration.

Our records inform us, that the usages and customs of Ma-
sons have ever corresponded with those of the Egyptian phi-
losophers, to which they bear a near affinity. Unwilling to
expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, they concealed their
particular tenets, and principles of polity, under hieroglyph-
ical figures; and expressed their notions of government by
signs and symbols, which they communicated to their Magi
alone, and who were bound by oath not to reveal them. The
Pythagorean system seems to have been established on a sim-
ilar plan, and many orders of a more recent date. Masonry,
however, is not only the most ancient, but the most moral
institution that ever subsisted; every character, figure and
emblem, depicted in a Lodge, has a moral tendency, and incul-
cates the practice of virtue.

It must not be supposed that all the ancient emblems and symbols
of Masoury are givenin this or any other Manual. Many have fallen into
disuse ; some are too closely allied to the essential secrets of Masonry
to be published with impunity ; some are too elaborate for a mere Hand-
book like this.

THE BADGE OF A MASON.

Evéry candidate, at his initiation, is presented with a lamb-
skin or white leather apron.

By the Old Regulations, No. VII., “Every Brother at his making is
decently to clothe the Lodge, that is, all the Brethren present.” By
this was meant the presentation of white gloves and aprons. But the
usage with us has become obsolete.
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The Lamb has in all ages
been deemed an emblem of
innocence ; he, therefore, who
wears the lamb -skin as a
badge of Masoury, is thereby
continually reminded of that
purity of life and conduct,
which is essentially neces-

Bary to his gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge above,
where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.

THE THIRD SECTION.

The third section explains the nature and principles of our
constitution, and teaches us to discharge with propriety the
duties of our respective stations. Here, too, we receive in-
struction relative to the jform, supports, covering, furniture,
ornaments, lights and jewels of a Lodge, how it should be sita-
ated, and to whom dedicated. A proper attention is also paid
to our ancient and venerable patrons.
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From east to West, Freemasonry extends, and between the
north and south, in every clime and nation, are Masons to be
found.

Modern investigations prove this assertion to be well founded.

Every oivilized land has its Lodges; every nation possessing the spark
of liberty and religion, its trestle-board of Masonic secrets.

Our institution is said to be supported by Wisdom, Strength
and Beauty ; because it is necessary that there should be wis-
dom to contrive, strength to support, and beauty to adorn all
great and important undertakings. Its dimensions are un-
limited, and its covering no less than the canopy of heaven.
To this_object the Mason’s mind is continually directed, and
thither he hopes at last to arrive, by the aid of the theological
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ladder, which Jacob in his vision saw ascending from earth to
heaven ; the three principal rounds of which are denominated
Faith, Hope and Charity; and which admonish us to have
faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind.

Every well governed Lodge is furnished
with the Holy Bible, the Square, and the
Compass; the Bible points out the path
that leads to happiness and is dedicated to
God; the Square teaches us to regulate our
conduct by the principles of morality and
virtue, and is dedicated to the Master; the Compass teaches
us to limit our desires in every station, and is dedicated to the
Craft.

The Bible is dedicated to the service of God, because it is
the. inestimable gift of God to man ; the Square to the Mas-
ter, because, being the proper Masonic emblem of his office, it
is constantly to remind him of the duty he owes to the Lodge
over which he is appointed to preside; and the Compass to
the Craft, because by a due attention to its use, they are
taught to regulate their desires, andkeep their passions within
due bounds.

The ornamental parts of a Lodge, displayed in this section,
are, the Mosaic pavement, the Indented tessel, and the Blazing
star. The Mosaic pavement is a representation of the ground
floor of king Solomon’s temple; the Indented tcssel, that
beautiful tesselated border, or skirting, which surrounded it;
and the Blazing star, in the center, is commemorative of the
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star which appeared, to guide the wise men of the east to the
place of our Savior’s nativity. The Mosaic pavement is em-
blematic of human life, checkered with good and evil ; the
Beautiful border which urrounds it, those blessings a d com-
forts which surround us, and which we hope to obtain by a
faithful relifnce on Divine Providence, which is hieroglyphi-
cally represent:d by the Blazing star in the center.

The Movable and Immovable jewels also claim our atten-
tion in this section.
By the general usage the square, level and plumb are styled the

immovable jewels, and this is in accordance with Webb's private instruec-
tions.
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R The Rough ashlar is a stone as taken
7 from the quarry in its rude and natural

The Perfect ashlar is a stone made ready
by the hands of the workman to be adjusted
by the tools of the Fellow-craft. SR

The Trestle-board is [for the master workman to draw his
designs upon.

Eow

By the Rough ashlar, we are reminded of our rude and
imperfect state by nature; by the Perfect ashlar, that state of
perfection at which we hope to arrive, by a virtuous education,
our own endeavors, and the blessing of God; and by the
Trestle-board, we are reminded, that as the operative workman
erects his temporal building agreeably to the rules and designs
laid down by the master on his trestle-board, so should we,
both operative and speculative, endeavor to ereet our spiritual
building agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by the
Supreme Architect of the Universe, in the book of life, which
is our spiritual trestle-board.

T~

By & recurrence to the chapter upon the dedication of
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Lodges, it will be perceived, that although our ancient breth-
ron dedicated their Lodges to king Solomon, yet Masons pro-
fessing Christianity dedicate theirs to St. John the Baptist,
and St. John the Evangelist, who were eminent patrons of
Masonry; and since their time there is represented in every
regular and well governed Lodge, a cer-

tain Point within a Circle; the Point rep-

resenting an individual brother, the Circle

representing the boundary line of his duty

to God and man, beyond which he is never

to suffer his passions, prejudices or interests

to betray him on any occasion. This Circle

is embordered by two perpendicular par-

allel lines, representing St. John the Bap-

tist and St. John the Evangelist; who were

perfect parallels, in Christianity as well as

Masonry; and upon the vertex rests the book of Holy Serip-
tures, which point out the whole duty of man. In going
round this circle, we necessarily touch upon these two lines,
as well as upon the Holy Scriptures; and while a Mason
keeps himself thus circumscribed, it is impossible that he
should materially err.

This section, though the last in rank, is not the least
considerable in importance., It strengthens those which
precede, and enforces, in the most engaging manner, 4 due
regard to character and behavior, in public as well as in pri-
vate life; in the Lodge, as well as in the general commerce of
society.

It forcibly inculcates the most instructive lessons. Broth-
erly love, Relicf, and Truth, are themes on which we here
expatiate.
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OF BROTHERLY LOVE.

By the exercise of brotherly
love, we are taught to regar |
the whole human species as
one family, the high and low,
the rich and poor; who, as
created by one Almighty Pa-
rent, and inhabitants of the
same planet, are to aid, sup-

port and protect each other. On this principle, Masonry
unites men of every country, sect, and opinion, and concili-
ates true friendship among those who might otherwise have
remained at a perpetual distance.

OF RELIEF.

To relieve the distressed,
is a duty incumbent on all
men; but particularly on
Masons, who are linked to-
gether by an indissoluble
chain of sincere affection.
To soothe the unhappy, to
sympathlze with their mis-
fortunes, to compassionate

é their miseries, and to re-
store peace to their troubled mlnds, is the grand aim we have
in view. On this basis we form our friendships, and establish
our connections.

OF TRUTH.
Truth is a divine attri-
bute, and the foundation

_ of every virtue. To be

good and true, is the first
lesson we are taughtt in
Masonry. On this theme
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we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our
conduct. Hence, while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy
and deceit are unknown among us, sincerity and plain deal-
ing distinguish us, and the heart and tongue join in pro-
moting each other’s welfare, and rej.oicing in each other’s
Pprosperity.

To this illustration succeeds an explanation of the four
cardinal virtues—temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice.

This order of arranging the cardinal virtues while it is the oldest
in Masonic use, is also the most convenient. They are found, however,
in the Apocryphal Books of the wisdom of Solomon, Ch. 8, V.1, in the
order of Temperance, Prudence, Justice and Fortitude.

OF TEMPERANCE.

Temperance is that due restraint upon our affections and
passions, which renders the body tame and governable, and
frees the mind from the allurements of vice. This virtue
should be the constant practice of every Mason, as he is thereby
taught to avoid excess, or contracting any licentious or vici-
ous habit, the indulgence of which might lead him to disclose

6
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-~
some of those valuable secrets, which he has promised to con-
ceal and never reveal, and which would consequently subject
him to the contempt and detestation of all good Masons.
* * *k * * * * * * E 3

It will be seen that there is no injunction that would authorize the
votaries of Masonry to make it a total abstinence Temperance Society, as
some have attempted to do.

OF FORTITUDE.

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose of the mind,
whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain, peril or danger,
when prudentially deemed expedient. This virtue is equally
distant from rashness and cowardice; and, like the former,
should be deeply impressed upon the mind of every Mason,
as a safeguard or security against any illegal attack that may
be made, by force or otherwise, to extort from him any of
those secrets with which he has been so solemnly entrusted :
and which was emblematically represented upon his first ad-
mission into the Lodge. ‘

x % x *k x %k % x ¥ %k
OF PRUDENCE. '

Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and actions agree-
ably to the dictates of reason, and is that habit by which we
wisely judge, and prudentially determine, on all things rela-
tive to our present, as well as to our future happiness. This
virtue should be the peculiar characteristic of every Mason,
not only for the government of his conduct while in the
Lodge, but also when abroad in the world: it should be par-
ticularly attended to in all strange and mixed cowpanies,
never to let fall the least sign, token or word, whereby the
secrets of Masonry might be unlawfully obtained.

* * % * * * % X * *
OF JUSTICE.

Justice is that standard, or boundary, of right, which en.ablea
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us to render to every man his just due, without distinction.
This virtue is not only consistent with Divine and human
laws, but is the very cement and support of civil society; and,
as justice in a great measure constitutes the real good man,
80 should it be the invariable practice of every Mason never
to deviate from the minutest principles thereof.

* * * * * * * * * *

The illustration of these virtues is accompanied with some
general observations peculiar to Masons.

The illustration of Masonic Service, viz.: freedom, fervency and zeal
‘was a part of Webb's system of lectures.

* * * * * * * * * *

Such is the arrangement of the different sections in the first
lecture, which, with the forms adopted at the opening and
closing of a Lodge, comprehends the whole of the first degree
of Masonry. This plan has the advantage of regularity to
recommend it, the support of precedent and authority, and
the sanction and respect which flow from antiquity. The
whole is a regular system of morality, conceived in a strain
of interesting allegory, which must unfold its beauties to the
candid and industrious inquirer.

For closing Odes in this Degree see the Appendix.
Charge at Initiation into the First Degree.

BroTHER,—As8 you are now introduced into the first prin-
ciples of Masonry, I congratulate you on being accepted into
this ancient and honorable Order ; ancient, as having subsisted
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from time immemorial; and honorable, as tending, in every
particular, so to render all men who will be conformable to
its precepts. No institution was ever raised on a better prin-
ciple, or more solid foundation ; nor were ever more excellent
rules and useful maxims laid down, than are inculcated in the
several Masonic lectures. The greatest and best of men in
all ages have been encouragers and promoters of the art, and
have never deemed it derogatory from their dignity to level
themselves with the fraternity, extend their privileges, and
patronize their assemblies.

There are three great duties, which, as a Mason, you are
charged to inculcate—to God; your neighbor, and yourself.
To God, in never mentioning his name, but with that rever-
ential awe which is due from a creature to his Creator; to im-
plore his aid in all your laudable undertakings, and to esteem
him as the chief good: to your neighbor, in' acting upon the
square, and doing unto him as you wish he should do unto
you: and to yourself, in avoiding all irregularity and intem-
peraunce, which may impair your faculties, or debase the dig-
nity of your profession. A zealous attachment to these duties
will insure public and private esteem.

In the State, you are to be a quiet and peaceful subject, true
to your government, and just to your country; you are not
to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit
to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the gov-
ernment of the country in which you live.

In your outward demeanor be particularly careful to avoid
censure or reproach. Let not interest, favor, or prejudice,
bias your integrity, or influence you to be guilty of a dishon-
orable action. Although your freqfent appearance at our
regular meetings is carnestly solicited, yet it is not meant that
Masonry should interfere with your necessary vocations; for
these are on no account to be neglected : neither are you to
suffer your zeal for the institution to lead you into argument
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with those who, through ignorance, may ridiculeit. At your
leisure hours, that you may improve in Masonic knowledge,
you are to converse with well informed brethren, who will
be always as ready to give, as you will be ready to receive
instruction.

Finally; keep sacred and inviolable the mysteries of the
Order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of the
community, and mark your consequence among Madons. If,
in the circle of your acquaintance, you find a person desirous
of being initiated into Masonry, be particularly attentive not
to recommend him, unless you are convinced he will conform
to our rules; that the honor, glory, and repatation of the
institution may be firmly established, and the world at large
convinced of its good effects.

As the materials for the increase of the Lodge are examined and
passed upon in the Master's Lodge onl'y, this injunction can only be pros-
pectively necessary here. The rules of examining materials, however,
are entirely exoteric, and may be understood as readily by an Entered
Apprentice as a Master Mason. See the Ancient Charges, Chapters 111,
and 1v. .

In the first edition, or that of 1797, this Charge at Initiation contains
various injunctions subsequently omitted. A few of these are deemed
worthy of introduction here. ¢ Above all, practice benevolence and
charity, for by these virtues Masons have been distinguished in every
age and country. The inconceivable pleasure of contributing toward
the relief of our fellow-creatures, is truly experienced by persons of a
humane disposition, who are naturally excited by sympathy to extend
their aid in aileviation of the miseries of others. This encourages the
generous Mason to distribute his bounty with cheerfulness. Supposing
himself in the situation of an unbappy sufferer, he listens to his com-
plaints with attention, bewails his misfortunes, and speedily relieves his
distress.” ’ .

“The next object of your attention is our excellent Constitutions.
These contain the history of Masonry, from the earliest periods, and the
laws and charges by which the brethren have been long governed.”
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CHAPTER IX.
REMARKS ON THE SECOND DEGREE.

Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided into dif-
ferent classes or degrees, for the more regular advancement in
the knowledge of its mysteries. According to the progress
we make, we limit or extend our inquiries; and in proportion
to our capacity, we attain to a less or greater degree of per-
fection.

No person on any consideration or under any emergency should be
allowed to advance from the Checkered Pavement to the Middle Chamber
until he is proficient in the ceremony and lecture of the degree he has
taken. A fair proficiency consists in memorizing the first two Sections
of the Lecture, but a thorough proficiency in committing the three Sec-
tions to memory, learning to open and close the Lodge and confer the
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degree of Entered Apprentice. Were this required, our Lodges would
soon abound in well-informed Craftsmen fit for the Master’s use

By general usage an interval of one month or more, is required be-
tween the first and second degrees.

Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch of
polite learning. Under the veil of its mysteries is compre-
hended a regular system of science. Many of its illgstrations,
to the confined genius, may appear unimportant ; but the man
of more enlarged faculties will perceive them to be, in the
highest degree, useful and interesting. To please the accom-
plished scholar, and ingenious artist, Masonry is wisely plan-
ned; and, in the investigation of-its latent doctrines, the
philosopher and mathematician may experience equal delight
and satisfaction.

To exhaust the various subjects of which it treats, would
transcend the powers of the brightest genius ; still, however,
nearer approaches to perfection may be made, and the man
of wisdom will not check the progress of his abilities, though
the task he attempts may at first seem insurmountable. Per-
severance and application remove each difficulty as it occurs;
every step he advances, new pleasures open to his view, and
instruction of the noblest kind attends his researches. In the
diligent pursuit of knowledge, the intellectual faculties are
employed in promoting the glory of God, and the good of
man.

The first degree is well calculated to enforce the duties of
morality, and imprint on the memory the noblest principles
which can adorn the human mind. It is, therefore, the best
introduction to the second degree, which not only extends the
same plan, but comprehends a more diffusive system of Znowl-
edge.

A convenient formula for this is thus given: in the First Degree we
are taught Morality, in the Second Science, in the Third Religion. The
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instruction to the Eatered Apprentice is directed to the heart; to the .
Fellow-craft to the intellect; to the Master Mason to the soul.

Here practice and theory join, in qualifying the industrious
Mason to share the pleasures which an advancement in the art
must necessarily afford. Listening with attention to the wise
opinion of experience ' Craftsmen on important subjects, he
gradually familiarizes his mind to useful instruction, and is
soon enabled to investigate truths of the utmost concern in
the general transactions of life.

From this system proceeds a rational amusement; while the
mental powers are fully employed, the judgment is properly
exercised. A spirit of emulation prevails ; and all are induced
to vie who shall most excel in promoting the valuable rules of
the institution.

Appropriate Odes for opening the Lodge of Fellow-crafts are given
in the Appendix.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The first section of the second degree accurately elucidates
the mode of introduction into that particular class; and in-
structs the diligent Craftsman how to proceed in the proper
arrangement of the ceremonies used on the occasion. It
qualifies him to judge of their importance, and convinces him
of the necessity of strictly adhering to every established usage
of the Order. Here he is entrusted with particular tests, to
enable him to prove his title to the privileges of this degree,
while satisfactory reasons are given for their origin. Many
duties, which cement in the firmest union well informed breth-
ren, are illustrated in this section; and an opportunity is
given to make such advances in Masonry, as will'always dis-
tinguish the abilities of those who have arrived at preferment.
The knowledge of this section is absolutely necessary for all
Craftsmen ; and as it recapitulates the ceremony of initiation,
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and contains many other important particulars, no officer or
member of a Lodge should be unacquainted with it.

The PLUMB, 8QUARE, and LEVEL, those noble and useful
implements of a Fellow-craft; are here introduced and mor-
alized, and serve as a constant admonition to the practice of
virtue and morality.

The Plumb is an instrument made use of by operative ma-
sons, to raise perpendiculars, the Square, to square their work,
and the Level, to lay horizontals ; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make use of them for more noble and
glorious purposes: the Plumbadmonishesus towalk uprightly
in our several stations before God and man, squaring our
actions by the Sguare of virtue, and remembering that we are
traveling upon the ZLevel of time, to ¢ that undiscovered
country, from whose bourne no traveler returns.”

See the Appendix for Ode, ¢ The Emblems of the Craft”’ in which a
practical application of these emblems is made.

THE SECOND SECTION.

The second section of this degree has recourse to the ori-
gin of the institution, and views Masonry under two denomi-
nations, operative and speculative. These are separately
eonsidered, and the principles on which both are founded,
particularly explained. Their affinity is pointed out by alle-
gorical figures, and typical representations. The period stip-
ulated for rewarding merit is fixed, and the inimitable moral

7
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to which that circumstance alludes is explained. The crea-
tion of the world is described, and many particulars recited,
all of which have been carefully preserved among Masons,
and transmitted from oue age to another, by oral tradition.

Circumstances of great importance to the fraternity are here
particularized, and many traditional tenets and customs con-
firmed by sacred and profane record. The celestial and ter-
restrial globes are considered; and here the accomplished
gentleman may display his talents to advantage in the eluci-
dation of the Orders of Architecture, the Senses of human
nature, and the liberal Arts and Sciences, which are severally
classed in a regular arrangement. In short, this section con-
tains a store of valuable knowledge, founded on reason and
sacred record, both entertaining and instructive.

It is not desirable, in this portion of the Masonic Lecture, that any
set forms of words should be employed. The Brother whose duty it is
to moralize upon the Winding Stairway, is expected to draw upon his
intellectual resources to their fullest extent. Large accessions to this
part of Masonry may be derived from “The Historical Landmarks of
Masoory” (U. M. L. Vol. XI. and XIL).

Masonry is considered under two denominations; Opera-
t've and Speculative.

OPERATIVE MASONRY.

By Operative Masonry we allude to a proper application of
the useful rules of architecture, whence a structure will derive
figure, strength and beauty, and whence will result a due pro-
portion, and a just correspondence in all its parts. It fur-
pishes us with dwellings, and convenient shelter from the
vicissitudes and inclemencies of seasons; and while it displays
the effects of human wisdom, as well in the choice, as in the
arrangement, of the sundry materials of which an edifice is
composed, it demonstratea that a fund of science and indus-
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try is implanted in man for the best, most salutary and benef-
icent purposes.
SBPECULATIVE MASONRY.

By Speculative Masonry, we learn to subdue the passions,
act upon the square, keep a tongue of good report, maintain
secresy, and practice charity. It is so far interwoven with
religion, as to lay us under obligations to pay that rational
homage to the Deity, which at once constitutes our duty and
our happiness. It leads the contemplative toview with rever-
ence and admiration the glorious works of the creation, and
inspires him with the most exalted ideas of the perfections of
his Divine Creator. ‘

In'six days God created the heavens and the earth, and
rested upon the seventh day; the seventh, therefore, our
ancient brethren consecrated as a day of rest from their labors,
thereby enjoying frequent opportunities to contemplate the
glorious works of the creation, and to adore their great
Creator.

The doctrine of the spheres is included in the science of
astronomy, and particularly considered in this section.

* * * % * * X * * * *

OF THE GLOBES.

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies on the convex
surface of which are represented the countries, sets, and vari-
ous parts of the earth, the face of the heavens, the planetary
revolutions, and other particulars.

The sphere, with the parts of the earth delineated on its
surface, is called the ferrestrial globe ; and that with the con-
stellations, and other heavenly bodies, the celestial globe.

THE USE OF THE GLOBES.

Their principal use, beside serving as maps to distinguish
the outward parts of the earth, and the situation of the fixed
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stars, is to illustrate and explain the phenomena arising from
the annual revolution, and the diurnal rotation, of the earth

round its own axis. They are the noblest instruments for
W\
Py o)

improving ¢he mind, and giving it the most distinct idea of
any problem or proposition, as well as enabling it to solve the
same. Contemplating these bodies, we are inspired with a due
reverence for the Deity and his works, and are induced to
encourage the studies of astronomy, geography, navigation,
and the arts dependent on them, by which society has been
"so much benefited.

The orders of architecture come under consideration in this
gection; a brief description of them may therefore not be

improper.



—
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OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE.

By order in architecture, is meant a system of all the mem-
bers, proportions and ornaments of columns and pilasters;
or, it is a regular arrangement of the projecting parts of a
building, which, united with those of a column, form a beauti-
ful, perfect and complete whole.

OF ITS ANTIQUITY.

From the first formation of society, order in architecture
may be traced. When the rigor of seasons obliged men to
contrive shelter from the inclemency of the weather, we learn
that they first planted trees on end, and then laid others
across, to support a covering. The bands which connected
those tree at the top and bottom, are said to have given rise
to the idea of the base and capital of pillars; and from this
simple hint originally proceeded the more improved art of
architecture.

The five orders are thus classed : the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic,
Corinthian, and Composite.
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THE TUSCAN.

It is the most simple and solid of the five orders. It was
invented in Tuscany, whence it derived its name. Its col-
umn is seven diameters high ; and its capital, base and entab-
lature have but few moldings. The simplicity of the con-
struction of this column renders it eligible where ornament
would be superfluous.

THE DORIC,

Which is plain and natural, is the most ancient, and was
invented by the Greeks. Its column is eight diameters high,
and has seldom any ornaments on base or capital, except
moldings ; though the frieze is distinguished by triglyphs and
metopes, and triglyphs compose the ornaments of the frieze.
The solid composition of this order gives it a preference in
structures where strength and a noble simplicity are chiefly
required.

The Doric is the best proportioned of all the orders. The
several parts of which it is composed are founded on the
natural position of solid bodies. In its first invention it was
more simple than in its present state. In after times, when it
began to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric; for when
it was constructed in its primitive and simple form, the name
of Tuscan was conferred on it. Hence the Tuscan precedes
the Doric in rank, on account of its resemblance to that pillar
in its original state.

THE IONIC

Bears a kind of mean proportion between the more solid
and delicate orders. Its column is nine diameters high; its
capital is adorned with volutes, and its cornice has dentals.
There is both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in this pillar;
the invention of which is attributed to the Ionians, as the
famous temple of Diana at Ephesus was of this order. Itis
said to have been formed after the model of an agrocibhle
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young woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her hair; as a
ocontrast to the Doric order, which was formed after that of a
strong, robust man.

THE CORINTHIAN,

The richest of the five orders, is deemed a masterpiece of
art. Its column is ten diameters high, and its capital is
adorned with two rows of leaves, and eight volutes, which
gustains the abacus. The frieze is ornamented with curious
devices, the cornice with dentals and modillions. This order
is used in stately and superb structures.

OF THE INVENTION OF THIS ORDER.

It was invented at Corinth, by Callimachus, who is said to -
have taken the hint of the capital of this pillar from the fol-
lowing remarkable circumstances. Accidentally passing by
the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a basket of toys, cov-
ered with a tile, placed over an acanthus root, having been
left there by her nurse. As the branches grew up, they en-
compassed the basket, till, arriving at the tile, they met with
an obstruction, and bent downward. Callimachus, struck
with the object, set about imitating the figure; the vase of the
capital he made to represent the basket; the abacus the tile;
and the volutes the bending leaves.

THE COMPOSITE

Is compounded of the other orders, and was contrived by
the Romans. Its capital has the two rows of leaves of the
Corinthian, and the volutes of the Ionic. Its column has
the quarter-round as the Tuscan and Doric order, is ten
diameters high, and its cornice has dentals, or simple modil-
lions. This pillar is generally found in buildings where
strength, elegance and beauty are displayed.

OF THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE.

The ancient and original erders of architecture, revered by
Masons, are no more than three, the Doric, Ionic, and Coge
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INTHIAN, which were invented by the Greeks. To these the
Romans have added two : the Tuscan, which they made plainer
than the Doric; and the Composite, which was more orna-
mental, if not more beautiful, than the Corinthian. The first
three orders alone, however, shew invention and particular
character, and essentially differ from each other : the two others
having nothing but what is borrowed, and differ only acci-
dentally : the Tuscan is the Doric in its earliest state; and the
Composite is the Corinthian enriched with the Ionic. To the
Greeks, therefore, and not to the Romans, we are indebted for
what is great, judicious and distinet in architecture.

OF THE FIVE SENSES OF HUMAN NATURE.

An analysis of the human faculties is next given in this
section, in which the five external senses particularly claim
attention: these are, hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling and
tasting.

HEARING

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds, and are
capable of enjoying all the agreeable charms of music. By
it we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of society, and reci-
procally to communicate to each other our thoughts and
intentions, our purposes and desires ; while thus our reason is
capable of exerting its utmost power and energy.

The wise and beneficent Author of Nature intended, by
the formation of this sense, that we should be social creatures,
and receive the greatest and most important part of our knowl-
edge by the information of others. For these purposes we
are endowed with hearing, that, by a proper exertion of our
natural powers, our happiness may be complete.

BEEING

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and in an
instant of time, without change of place or situation, view
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armies in battle array, figures of the most stately structures,
and all the agreeable variety displayed in the landscape of
nature. By this sense we find our way in the pathless ocean,
traverse the globe of earth, determine its figure and dimen-
sions, and delineate any region or quarter of it.. By it we
measure the planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in the
sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more: by it we perceive the
tempers and dispositions, the passions and affections, of our
fellow creatures, when they wish most to conceal them ; so that
though the tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble, the
countenance would display hypocrisy to the discerning eye.
In fine, the rays of light which administer to this sense, are
the most astonishing parts of the animated creation, and
render the eye a poculiar object of admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The structure of
the eye, and its appurtenances, evinces the admirable contri-
vance of nature for performing all its various external and
internal motions; while the variety displayed in the eyes of
different animals, suited to their several ways of life, clearly
demonstrates this organ to be the masterpiece of nature’s work.

FEELING
Is that sense by which we distinguish the different qualities
of bodies; such as heat and cold, hardness and softness, rough-
ness and smoothness, figure, solidity, motion, and extension.
These three senses, HEARING, SEEING, and FEELING, are
deemed peculiarly essential among Masons.
* * * * * *
SMELLING
Is that sense by which we distinguish odors, the various
kinds of which convey different impressions to the mind.
Animal and vegetable bodies, and indeed most other bodies,
while exposed to the air, continually send forth efluvia of vast
subtilty, as well in the state of life and growth, as in the
state of fermentation and putrefaction. These efiluvia, being
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drawn into the nostrils along with the air, are the means by
which all bodies are smelled. Hence it is evident, that there
is a manifest appearance of design in the great Creator’s hav-
ing planted the organ of smell in the inside of that canal,
through which the air continually passes in respiration.

TASTING

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the choice of
our food. The organ of this sense guards the entrance of the
alimentary canal, as that of smelling guards the entrance of
the canal for respiration. From the situation of both these
organs, it is plain that they were intended by nature to dis-
tinguish wholesome food from that which is nauseous. Every
thing that enters into the stomach must undergo the serutiny
of tasting; and by it we are capable of discerning the changes
which the same body undergoes in the different compositions
of art, cookery, chemistry, pharmacy, ete.

Smelling and tasting aré inseparably connected, and it is
by the unnatural kind of life men commonly lead in society,
that these senses are rendered less fit to perform their natural
offices.

On the mind all our knowledge must depend ; what, there-
fore, can be a more proper subject for the investigation of
Masons? By anatomical dissection and observation, we be-
come acquainted with the body; but it is by the anatomy of
the mind alone we discover its powers and principles.

To sum up the whole of this transcendent measure of God’s
bounty to man, we shall add, that memory, imagination, taste,
reasoning, moral perception, and all the active powers of the
soul, present a vast and boundless field for philosophical dis-
quisition, which far exceed human inquiry, and are peculiar
mysteries, known only to nature, and to nature’s God, to whom
we and all are indebted for creation, preservation, and every
blessing we enjoy.
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OF THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND BCIENOES.
The seven liberal ARTs and ScCIENCES are next illustrated
in this section: it may not, therefore, be improper to insert
here a short explanation of them.

The full explanation, with their Masonic applications, are conveyed
in the lectures of the enlightened Master, whose mind is stored with
knowledge, and whose experience has shown him the readiest method of
directing it.

GRAMMAR.

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of words, accord-
ing to the idiom or dialect of any particular people; and that
excellency of pronunciation, which enables us to speak or
write a language with accuracy, agreeably to reason and cor-

rect usage.
RHETORIC.

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on any
subject, not merely with propriety alone, but with all the
advantages of force and elegance; wisely contriving to capti-
vate the hearer by strength of argument and beauty of ex-
pression, whether it be to entreat and exhort, to admonish or

applaud. Loato

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the
general knowledge of things, and directs our inquiries after
truth. It consists of a regular train of argument, whence we
infer, deduce, and conclude, according to certain premises laid
down, admitted, or granted; and in it are employed the facul-
ties of conceiving, judging, reasoning, and disposing; all of
which are naturally led on from one gradation to another, till
the point in question is finally determined.

ARITHMETIO.

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties of numbers,
which is variously effected, by letters, tables, figures and
instruments. By this art, reasons and demonstrations are
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given, for. finding out any certain number, whose. relation or
affinity to another is already known or discovered.

GEOMETRY.

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes
in gencral, where length, breadth, and thickness, are con-
sidered, from a point to & line, from a line to a superficies, and
from a superficies to a solid.

A point is a dimensionless figure; or an indivisible part of
space.

A line is a point continued, and a figure of one capacity,
namely, length.

A superficies is a figure of two dimensions, namely, length
and breadth.

A solid is a figure of three dimensions, namely, length,
breadth, and thickness.

OF THE ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

By this science, the architect is enabled to construct his
plans, and execute his designs; the general to arrange his
soldiers; the engineer to mark out ground for encamp-
ments; the geographer to give us the dimensions of the
world, and all things therein contained, to delineate the
extent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires, kingdoms
and provinces. By it, also, the astronomer is enabled to
make his observations, and to fix the duration of times and
seasons, years and cycles. In fine, geometry is the foundation
of architecture, and the root of the mathematics.

MUSIOC.

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so as to com-
pose delightful harmony, by a mathematical and proportional
arrangement of acute, grave and mixed sounds. This art, by
a series of experiments, is reduced to a demonstrative science,
with respect to tones, and the intervals of sound. It inquires
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into the nature of concords and discords, and enables us to
find out the proportion between them by numbers.

) ASTRONOMY.

Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are taught to
read the wisdom, strength and beauty of the Almighty Cre-
ator, in those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere. Assisted
by astronomy, we can observe the motions, measure the dis-
tances, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate the periods
and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. By it we learn the use
of the globes, the system ol the world, and the preliminary
law of nature. While we are employed in the study of this
science, we must perceive unparalleled instances of wisdom
and goodness, and, through the whole creation, trace the
glorious Author by his works.



SECOND SECTION. 79

OF THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY.

From this theme we prcceed to illustrate the moral advan-
tages of Geometry; a subject on which the following observa-
tions may not be unacceptable : *
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Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the basis on
which the superstructure of Masonry is erected. By geome-
try, we may curiously trace nature, through her various wind-
ings, to her most concealed recesses. By it, we discover the
power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the Grand Artificer
of the Universe, and view with delight the proportions which
connect this vast machine. By it we discover how the planets
move in their different orbits, and demonstrate their various
revolutions. By it we account for the return of seasons, and
the variety of scenes which each season displays to the dis-
cerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us, all framed
by the same Divine artist, which roll through the vast ex-
panse, and are all conducted by the same unerring law of
nature.

A survey of nature, and the observations of her beautiful
proportions, first determined man to imitate the Divine plan,
and study symmetry and order. This gave rise to societies,
and birth to every useful art. The architect began to design,
and the plans which he laid down, being improved by expe-
rience and time, have produced works which are the admira-
tion of every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the
devastations of war, have laid waste and destroyed many val-
uable monuments of antiquity, on which the utmost exertions
of human genius have been employed. Even the Temple of
Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and constructed by so
many celebrated artists, escaped not the unsparing ravages of
barbarous force. Freemasonry, notwithstanding, has still
survived. The attentive ear receives the sound from the tnstruc-
tive tongue, and the mysteries of Masonry are safely lodged in
the repository of faithful breasts. Tools and implements of
architecture are selected by the fraternity, to imprint on the
memory wise and serious truths; and thus, through a sue-
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cession of ages, are transmitted unimpaired the excellent
tenets of our institution.
% * * * .k *

Thus end the two sections of the second lecture, which,
with the ceremony used at opening and closing the Lodge,
comprehend the whole of the second degree of Masonry.
This lecture contains a regular system of science, demonstra-
ted on the clearest principles, and established on the firmest
foundation.

For closing Odes suitable to this Degree, see the Appendix.

CHARGE AT INITIATION INTO THE SECOND DEGREE.

BroTHER :—Being advanced to the sccond degree of Ma-
sonry, we congratulate you on your preferment. The inter-
nal, and not the external qualifications of a man, are what
Masonry regards. As you incresse in knowledge, you will
improve in social intercourse.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties which as a
Mason you are bound to discharge ; or enlarge on the neces-
sity of a strict adherence to them, as your own experience
must have established their value. .

Our laws and regulations you are strenuously to support;
and be always ready to assist in seeing them duly executed.
You are not to palliate, or aggravate, the offenses of your
brethren; but, in the decision of every trespass against our
rules, you are to judge with candor,admonish with friendship,
and reprehend with justice.

Tbe decision of all cases of discipline is left by general usage to
Masters Lodges alone.

The study of the libera] arts, that valuable branch of edu-
cation which tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind,
is earnestly recommended to your consideration; especially

8
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the science of geometry, which is established as the basis of
our art. Geometry, or Masonry, originally synonymous terms,
being of a divine and moral nature, is enriched with the most
useful knowledge ; while it proves the wondeiful properties
of nature, it demonstrates the more important truths of
morality.

Your past behavior and regular deportment have merited
the honor which we have now conferred; and in your new
character it is expected that you will conform to the princi-
ples of the Order, by steadily persevering in the practice of
every commendable virtue.

Such is the nature of your engagements as a Fellow-craft,
and to these duties you are bound by the most sacred ties.

In the first edition, that of 1797, the following injunctions were added :
€ All regular signs and summonses, given and received, you are duly to
honor and punctually to obey, inasmuch as they consist with our pro-
fessed principles. You are to supply the wants and relieve the necessi-
ties of your brethren to the utmost of your power and ability, and on
no account are you to wrong them or to see them wronged, but apprise
them of approaching danger, and view their interests as inseparable
from your own.”

“In our private assemblies, as a Craftsman, you may offer your senti-
ments and opinions on such subjects as are regularly introduced in the
Lecture. By this privilege you may improve your intellectual powers,
qualify yourself to become a useful member of society, and like a skill-
ful Brother strive to excel in every thing that is good and great.”
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CHAPTER X.

REMARKS ON THE THIRD DEGREE.

From this class the rulers of rezular bodies of Masons, in
the first three degrees, are selected; as it is only from those
who are capable of giving instruction, that we can properly
expect to receive it. The lecture of this degree, considered
separately from the duties and ceremonies appertaining to the
degree of Presiding or Past Master, is divided into three
sections.

For appropriate odes to the opening of the Lodge of Master Masons,
see Appendix.

No person should be allowed to advance from the Middle Chamber
to the Holy of Holies until he is proficient in the lust degree. A fair
proficiency consists in committing the first section of the lecture, but a
thorough proficiency in committing the whole to memory, learning to
open and close the Lodge, and to confer the degree of Fellow-craft.

By general usage an interval of one month or more is required
between the second and third degrees.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The ceremony of initiation into the third degree is particu-
larly specified in this branch of the lecture, and here many
other useful instructions are given.

Such is the importance of this section, that we may safely
declare, that the person who is unacquainted with it, is illy
qualified to act as a ruler or gevernor of the work.

The following passage of Scripture is introduced during the
ceremonies :

ECCLESIASTES, xil: 1—7.

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them ; while the sun, or
the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the
clouds return after the rain: in the day when the keepers of

8
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the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow them-
selves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those
that look out of the windows be darkened, and the doors shall
be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low,
and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the
daughters of music shall be brought low; also when théy
shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the
way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper
shall be a burden, and desire shall fail : because man goeth to
his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: or ever
the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the
pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the
cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”

FRIENDSHIP. MORALITY. BROTHERLY LOVE.
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The working tools of a Master Mason, which are illustrated
in this section, are all the implements of Masonry indiscrim-
inately, but more especially the trowel.

The TROWEL is an instrument made
use of by operative masons, to spread
the cement which unites a building

into one common mass ; but we, as Free and Accepted Masons,
are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious
purpose of spreading the cement of Brotherly love and affec-
tion; that cement which unites us into one sacred band, or
society of friends and brothers, among whom no contention
should ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather emula-
tion, of who best can work, or best agree.

THE SECOND SECTION.
This section recites the historical traditions of the Order,
and presents to view a finished picture, of the utmost conse-
quence to the fraternity. It exemplifies an instance of virtue,

fortitude, and integrity, seldom equaled, and never excelled,
in the history of man.

PRAYER AT RAISING A BROTHER TO THE SUBLIME DEGREE OF
A MASTER MASON.

Thou, O God! knowest our down-sitting and our up-rising,
and understandest our thoughts afar off. Shield and defend
us from the evil intentions of our enemies, and support us
under the trials and afflictions we are destined to endure,
while traveling through this vale of tears. Man that is born
of a woman, is of few days and full of trouble. He cometh
forth as a flower, and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a shadow,
and continueth not. Seeing his days are determined, the
number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his
bounds that he can not pass ; turn from him that he may rest,
till he shall accomplish his day. For there is hope of & tree,
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if it be cat down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender
branch thereof will not cease. But man dieth and wasteth
away; yes, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he? " As
the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth
up, so man lieth down, and riseth not up till the heavens
shall be no more. Yet, O Lord! have compassion on the
children of thy creation, administer them comfort in time of

trouble, and save them with an everlasting salvation. .Amen.
So mote it be.

This prayer is an adaptation from the XIV. Chapter of Job.

e,

The Temple, unfinished, is an emblem of all mortal felicity, and of
every human acquisition. Perfection is reserved for the immortal Tem-
ple above.
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THE THIRD SECTION.

The third section illustrates certain hieroglyphical emblems,
and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend knowledge, and
promote virtue.

In this branch of the lecture, many particulars relative to
King Solomon’s Temple are considered.

The construction of this grand edifice was attended with
two remarkable circumstances. From Josephus we learn, that
although seven years were occupied in building it, yet during
the whole term it rained not in the day time, that the workmen
might not be obstructed in their labor: and from the sacred
history it appears that there was neither the sound of the ham-
mer, nor ax, nor any tool of iron, heard in the house, while
it was building. . '

This famous fabric was supported by fourteen hundred and
fifty-three columns, and two thousand nine hundred and six
pilasters; all hewn from the finest Parian marble. There
were employed in its building, three Grand Masters; three
thousand and three hundred masters, or overseers of the
work ; eighty thousaud Fellow crafts; and seventy thousand
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Entered Apprentices, or bearers of burdens. All these were
classed and arranged in such 2’ manner by the wisdom of
Solomon, that neither eavy, discord, nor confusion were suf-
fered to interrupt that universal peace and tranquillity, which
pervaded the world at this important period.*

15

7{8 53] 3"

THE POT OF INCENSE

Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is
always an acccptable sacrifice to the Deity; ,
and, as this glows witli fervent heat, so should
our hearts continually glow with gratitude to
the great and beneficent Author of our exist-
ence for the manifold blessings and comforts
we enjoy.

THE BEE-HIVE

Is an emblem’ of industry, and recommends the practice
of that virtue to all created being:, from the highest seraph
in heaven, to the lowest reptile in the dust. It teaches us,
that as we came into the world rational and intellizent beings,

#For ample particulura relative to this Sacred Edifice, see the Universal
Masonic Library, volumes xi., xii., and others.
9 )
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so we should ever be industrious ones;

+= %2+, neversitting down contented while our fel-

= low-creatures around us are in want, when

* " jtisin our power to relieve them, without
inconvenience to ourselves.

When we take a survey of nature, we
view man, in his infancy, more helpless and indigent than
the brutal creation ; helies languishing for days, months and
years, totally incapable of providing sustenance for himself,
of guarding against the attack of the wild beasts of the field,
or sheltering himself from the inclemencies of the weather.

It might have pleased the great Creator of heaven and
earth to have made man independent of all Gther beings; but,
as dependence is one of the strongest bonds of society, man-
kind were made dependent on each other for protection and
security, as they thereby enjoy better opportunities of fulfill-
ing the duties of reciprocal love and friendship. Thus was
man formed for social and active life, the noblest part of the
work of God; and he that will so demean himself as not to be
endeavoring to add to the common stock of kmowledge and
understanding, may be deemed a drcne in the hive of nature,
a useless member of society, and unworthy of our protection
as Masons.

THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS, GUARDED BY THE TYLER'S
SWORD,

Reminds us that we should be ever
watchful and guarded, in our thoughts,
words and actions, particularly when
before the enemies of Masonry; ever
bearing in remembrance those truly Masonic virtues, silence
and circumspection.
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’-
THE SWORD, POINTING TO A’ NAKED HEART,

Demonstrates that justice will sooner
or later overtake us; and although our

thoughts, words, ang actions, may be \
hidden from the eyes of man, yet that

ALL-SEEING EYE,

Whom the Sun, MooN, and StaRs obey, and under whose
watchful care even COMETS perform their stu; endous revolu-
tions, pervades the inmost recesses of the human heart, and
will reward us according to our merits.

THE ANCHOR AND ARK

Are emblems of a well-
grounded hope, and a well-
spent life. They are em-
blematical of that divine ark
which safely wafts us over
this tempestuous sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall
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safely moor us in a peaceful harbor, where the wicked cease
from troubling, and the weary shall find rest.

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM OF EUCLID.¥

This was an invention of our ancient friend
and Brother, the great Pythagoras, who, in his
travels through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was
initiated into several orders of priesthood, and
raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason.

This wise philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a gen-
. eral knowledge of things, and more especially in Geometry or
Masonry ; on this subject he drew out many problems and
theorems, and among the most distinguished, he erected this,
which in the joy of his heart he called Eureka,in the Grecian
language signifying, F have found it; and upon the discovery
of which, he is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.

The historical truth of this statement is not clearly established.

It teaches Masons to be general lovers of the arts and
sciences.

THE HOUR-GLASS

Is an emblem of human life. Be-
ho'd! how swiftly the sands run, and

! how rapidly our lives are drawing to
a close. We can not without aston-
ishment behold the little particles
which are contained in this machine,
how they pass away almost imper-

# [Tueoren.]—In any right-angled triangle, the square which is de-
scribed upon the side subtending the right-angle, is cqual to the squares

described upon the sides which contain the right-angle.— Euclid, liv. 1;
Prop. &7. '
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ceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short space of an
hour they are all exhausted. Thus wastes man! to-day, he
puts forth the tender leaves of hope; to-morrow, blossoms,
and bears his blushing honors thick upon him ; the next day
comes a frost, which nips the shoot, and when he thinks his
greatness is still aspiring, he falls, like autumn leaves, to en-
rich our mother earth. '

THE SCYTHE

Is an emblem of time, which cuts
the brittle thread of life, and launches
usinto eternity. Behold! what havoe
the scythe of time makes among the
homan race ; if by chance he should escape the numerous evils
incident to childhood and youth, and with health and vigor
arrive to the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon be cut
down by the all-devouring scythe of time, and be gathered
into the land where our fathers have gone before us.

THE THREE STEPS,

Urually delineated upon the Mas-
ter's Carpet, are emblematical of the
three principal stages of human
life, viz.: youth, manhood, and age. EESMERRUIFITFHTHIREER
In youth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought industriously to
occupy our minds in the attainment of useful knowledge ; in’
manhood, as Fellow-crafts, we should apply our knowledge to
the discharge of our respective duties to God, our neighbors,
and ourselves; that so in age, as Master Masons, we may en-
joy the happy reflections consequent on a well-spent life, and
die in the hope of a glorious immortality.

For appropriate Odes to close Masters’ Lodge, see Appendix.
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CHARGE AT INITIATION INTO THE THIRD DEGREE.

BROTHER :—Your zeal for the institution of Masonry, the
progress you have made in the mystery, and your conformity
to our regulations, have pointed you out as a proper object of
our favor and esteem.

You are now bound by duty, honor and gratitude, to be
faithful to your trust; to support the dignity of your charac-
ter on every occasion; and to enforce, by precept and exam-
Ple, obedience to the tenets of the Order.

In the character of a Master Mason, you are authorized to
correct the errors and irregularities of your uninformed breth-
ren, and to guard them against a breach of fidelity. To pre-
serve the reputation of the fraternity unsullied, must be your
constant care; and for this purpose it is your province to re-
commend to your inferiors, obedience and submission; to
your equals, courtesy and affability, to your superiors, kind-
ness and condescension. Universal benevolence you are al-
ways to inculcate ; and, by the regularity of your own behavior,
afford the best example for the conduct of others less informed.
The ancicnt landmarks of the Order, entrusted to your care,
you are carefully to preserve; and never suffer them to be
infringed, or countenance a deviation from the established
usages and customs of the fraternity.

Your virtue, honor and reputation are concerned in sup-
porting with dignity the character you now bear. Let no
motive, therefore, make you swerve from your duty, violate
your vows, or betray your trust; but be true and faithful, and
imitate the example of that celebrated artist whom you this
evening represent. Thus you will render yourself deserving
of the honor which we have conferred, and merit the confi-
dence that we have reposed.






CAPITULAR DEGREES:

CONSISTING OF

THE MARK MASTER,

THE MOST EXCELLENT MASTER,

AND

THE ROYAL ARCH.

COMPOSING

THE SECOND ORDER IN MASONRY.



The Capitular Degrees are conferred in a Body styled a
Chapter. The ballot is taken in the last or Royal Arch Degree ;
the same rules of balloting are observed as in a Lodge. All
discipline exercised by the Lodge, such as suspension and
expulsion, is indorsed by the Chapter without question; in
addition to which it has a discipline of its own for offenses
against its own regulations.

Not less than nine can open, work, or close a Chapter, and
this is independent of the Tyler.

The whole system of Capitular Masonry as practiced in:
United States was organized in the latter part of the [8th
century. .



THE DEGREE

MARK MASTER.
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CHAPTER XI.
REMARKS ON THE FOURTH, OR MARK MASTER'S DEGREE.

This degree of Masonry was not less useful in its original
institution, nor are its effects less beneficial to mankind, than
those which precede it.

By the influence of this degree, each operative mason, at
the erection of the Temple of Solomon, was known and dis-
tinguished by the Senior Grand Warden.

By its effects the disorder and confusion that might other-
wise have attended so immense an undertaking was completely
prevented; and not only the craftsmen themselves, who were
eighty thousand in number, but every part of their workman-
ship, was discriminated with the greatest nicety, and the
utmost facility. If defects were found, by the help of this
degree the overseers were enabled without difficulty to ascer-
tain who was the faulty workman: so that deficiencies might
be remedied, without injuring the credit, or diminishing the
reward, of the industrious and faithful of the craft.

CHARGE TO BE READ AT OPENING THE LODGE.
“Wherefore, bretbren, lay aside all malice, and guile, and
hypoerisies, and envies, and all evil speakings:
“If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious: To
whom coming as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of
mon, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as lively stones,
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are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptahle to God.

“ Wherefore, also, it is contained in the Scriptures, Behold,
I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a tried stone, a precious cor-
ner-stone, a sure foundation; he that believeth shall not make
haste to pass it over. Unto you, therefore, which believe, it
is an honor; and even to them which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of
the corner.

“Brethren, this is the will of God, that with well-doing ye
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. As free, and not
using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the ser-
vants of God. Honor all men, love the brotherhood, fear
God.”

The regular officers of a Mark Master's Lodge are, 1. Right Wor-
shipful Master; 2, Worshipful Senior Warden; 3, Worshipful Junior
Warden; 4, Master Overseer; 5, Senior Overseer; 6, Junior Overseer;
7, Senior Deacon; 8, Junior Deacon.

Although the antiquity of this degree can not be demonstrated, and
its origin is obscure, yet for beauty of ceremonial, impressiveness of
principles, and the readiness with which the degree is made available in
practice between Brother and Brother, there is no other which excels it.

REMARKS ON THE FOURTH LECTURE.

THE FIRST SECTION.

The first section explains the manner of convocating and
opening a Mark Master's Lodge. It teaches the stations and
duties of the respective officers, and recapitulates the mystic
ceremony of introducing a candidate.

In this section is exemplified the regularity and good order
that were observed by the craftsmen on Mount Libanus, and
in the plains and quarries of Zeredatha, and it ends with a
beautiful display of the manner in which one of the principal
events originated, which characterizes this degree.
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THE SECOND SECTION.

In the second section the Mark Master is particularly
instructed in the origin and history of this degree, and the
indispensable obligations he is under to stretch forth his
assisting hand to the relief of an indigent and worthy brother,
to a certain and specified extent.

The progress made in architecture, particularly in the reign
of Solomon, is remarked ; the numbers of artists employed in
the building the Temple of Jerusalem, and the privileges
they enjoyed, are specified ; the mode of rewarding merit, and
of punishing the guilty, are pointed out; and the marks of
distinction which were conferred on our ancient brethren, as
the rewards of excellence, are named.

In the course of the lecture, the following texts of Serip-
ture are introduced and explained, viz.:

To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a
new name written, which no man knoweth saving him that
receiveth it.— Rev. John ii: 17.

And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou
shalt need; and we will bring it to thee in floats by sea to
Joppa, and thou shalt carryit up to Jerusalem.—2 Chron.ii: 16.

The stone which the builders refused, is become the head
stone of the corner.— Psalm cxviii: 22.

Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The stone which the
builders rejected, is become the head of the corner ?— Matth.
xxi: 42.
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And have ye not read this Scripture, The stone which the
builders rejected, is become the head of the corner ?—.Murk
xii: 10.

What is this, then, that is written, The stonec which the
builders rejected, is become the hecad of the corner ?—Luke
xx: 17.

This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders,
which is become the head of the corner.—Adetsiv: 11.

He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear.— Rev. iii: 13.

Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the out-
ward sanctuary, which looketh toward the ecast, and it was
shut. Then said the Lord unto me, This gate shall be shat,
it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; be-
cause the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, there-
fore it shall be shut. It is for the prince; the prince he shall
sit in it to eat bread before the Lord: he shall enter by the
way of the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of
the same. And the Lord said unto me, Son of man, mark
well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears,
all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the
House of the Lord, and all the laws thereof; and mark well
the entering in of the house, with every going forth of the
sanctuary.— Ezeliel xliv: 1-3,5. '

The working tools of a Mark Master are the Chisel and
Mallet.

The Chisel morally demonstrates the advantages

l of Discipline and Education. The mind, like

Yy the diamond in its original state, is rude and

/ unpolished ; but, as the effect of the chisel on

the external coat soon presents to view the latent

beauties of the diamond, so education discovers the latent

virtues of the mind, and draws them forth to range the large

field of matter and space, to display the summit of human
knowledge, our duty to God and to man.
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The Mallet morally teaches to correct irregu-
larities, and to reduce man to a proper level; so
that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the school
of discipline, learn to be content. What the
mallet i8 to the workman, enlightcned reason is to the pas-
sions: it curbs ambition, it'depresses envy, it moderates anger,
and it encourages good dispositions; whence arises, among
good Masons, that comely order,

“Which nething earthly gives, or can destroy—
The soul's calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy.”

CHARGE TO BE DELIVERED WHEN A CANDIDATE IS ADVANCED
TO THE FOURTH DEGREE.

BroTHER :—I congratulate you on having been thought
worthy of being promoted to this honorable degree of Masonry.
Permit me to impress it on your mind, that your assiduity
should ever be commensurate with your dusies, which become
more and more extensive as you advance in Masonry.

The situation to which yomu are now promoted will draw
upon you not only the scrutinizing eyes of the world at large,
but those also of your brethren, on whom this degree of Ma-
sonry has not been conferred ; all will be justified in expect-
ing your condwet and behavior to be such as may with safety
be imitated.

In the honorable character of Mark Master, it is more par-
ticularly your duty to endeavor to let your conduct in the
Lodge and among your brethren, be such as may stand the
test of the Grand Overseer’s square, that you may not, like the
unfinished and imperfect work of the negligent and unfaithful

_of former times, be rejected and thrown aside, as unfit for that
spiritual building, that house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.

While such is your conduct, should misfortunes assail you,

10 )
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should friends forsake you, should envy traduce your good
name, and malice persecute you; yet may you have confidence,
that among Mark Masters, you will find friends who will
administer relief to your distresses, and comfort your afflic-
tions; ever bearing in mind, as a consolation under all the
frowns of fortune, and as an encouragement to hope for better
prospects, that the stone which the builders rejected, possessing
merits to them unknown, became the chief stone of the corner.

2. .
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Previous to closing the Lodge, the following Parable is
recited :

“For the kingdom of Heaven is like unto a man that is an
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire
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laborers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with
the laborers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.
And he went out about the third hour, and saw others stand-
ing idle in the market-place, and said unto them, Go ye also
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you.
And they went their way. Again he went out about the sixth
and ninth hour and did likewise. And about the eleventh
bour, he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith
unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They say
unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto
them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right,
that shall ye receive. So when even was come, the lord of the
vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the laborers, and give
them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And
when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they
received every man a penny. But when the first came, they
supposed that they should have received more, and they like-
wise received every man a penny. And when they had
received it, they murmured against the good man of the house,
saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast
made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and
heat of the day. Baut he answered one of them, and said,
Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for
a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way; I will give
unto this last even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do
what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil becanse I am
good? So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many
be called, but few chosen.”— Mutth. xx: 1-16.

The ceremony of closing a Lodge in this degree, when
properly conducted, is peculiarly interesting. It assists in
strengthening the social affections; it teaches us the duty we
owe to our brethren in particular, and the whole family of
mankind in general, by ascribing praise to the meritorious,
and dispensing rewards to the diligent and industrious.
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MARK MASTERS’ ODE.

ADAPTED AND ARRANGED BY BRO. JAS J. TAYLOR.

PIANOFORTE

or 1. Mark Masters all appear, Before the Chief O’crseer,
2. You who have pass’d the square, For your re - ward prepare,

MELODEON. WL ! > =2 ! E4r ! 52%
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Ar-chi - tect, If thee be 2o de-fect, He will approve.
just and true, Wa - ges to you are due, At your command.

EE=ir=—=- E==!

3 Hiram, the widow's son, 4 Now to the westward move,

Sent unto S8olomon ‘Where, full of strength and love,
Our great key-stone ; Hiram doth stand ;

On it appears the name But if impostors are

‘Which raises high the fame Mixed with the worthy there,

Ot all to whom the same Cau’’on them to beware
Is truly known, vt the right band.

~—CEREMONIES. —

3 Now to the pralse of those
Who triumph’d o'er the foes
- tl(x" Muson’s art ;

o the praiseworthy three,
Who founded this degr-¢,
May all thelr virtues be

Deep in our hearts.
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CHAPTER XII.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE DEGREE OF PRESENT OR PA<T
MASTER.

This degree should be carefully studied, and well underxtcod,
by every Master of a Lodge. It treats of the governm:nt of
our society, and the disposition of our rulers; and illustrates
their requisite qualifications. It includes the ceremony of
opening and closing Lodges in the several preceding degrees;
and also the forms of installation and consecration, in the
Grand Lodge, as well as private Lodges. It comprehends the
ceremonies at laying the foundatiop stones of public build-
ings, and also at dedications and at funerals, by a varic.y of
particulars explanatory of those ceremonies.

In Masonio strioctness this degree should be given to none, save those
who are regularly elected to govern a Symbolicul Lodge. The devi ition
from this rule, in favor of Royal Arch Masonry, has not been tc the
credit of the degree, nor to the advantage of the Craft.

No person should be allowed to take the degree of Past Master, at
least until he has made himself thoroughly proficient in the flLirce
degrees of Symbolical Masonry, is able to open and close the Lo lses,
confer the degrees with dramatic effectiveness, and give the lectures of
each from memory.

The regular officers of a Past Masters' Lodge, correspond exactly with
s Lodge of Master Masons. The titles are Right Worshipful Mester;

Worskipful Senior and Worshipful Junior Warden.
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REMARKS ON THE FIFTH LECTURE.

THE FIRST SECTION.

OF THE MANNER OF CONSTITUTING A LODGE OF MASTER
MABSOUNS.

Any number of Master Masons, not under seven, desirous

_ of forming a new Lodge, must apply, by petition, to the

Grand Lodge of the State in which they reside.*,

This petition, being signed by at least seven regular Ma-
sons, and recommended by a Lodge, or Lodges, adjacent to
the place where the new Lodge is to be holden, is delivered
to the Grand Secretary, who lays it before the Grand Lodge.

If the petition meets the approbation of the Grand Lodge,
they generally order a Dispensation to be issued,{ which is
signed by the Grand, or Deputy Grand Master, and authori-
zes the petitioners to assemble as a legal Lodge, for a certain
specified term of time.

The usage is, that all Dispensations terminate on the first day of the
subsequent Grand Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge.

In some jurisdictions, the Grand and Deputy Grand Mas.
ters, respectively, are invested with authority to grant dispen-
sations, at pleasure, during the recess of the Grand Lodge; in
others, they are never issued without the special direction o.
the Grand Lodge.

Lodges working under dispensations are considered merely
as agents of the Grand Lodge ; their presiding officers are not
entitled to the rank of Past Masters; their officers are not
privileged with a vote or voice in the Grand Lodge; they can
not change their officers without the special approbation and
appointment of the Grand Lodge ; and in case of the cessation
of such Lodges, their funds, jewels, and other property accu-

® For Form ' f Petition see Appendix.
T For Form of Dispenaation see Appendix,
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mulated by initiations into the several degrees, become the
property of the Grand Lodge, and must be delivered over to
the Grand Treasurer.

When Lodges, that are at first instituted by dispensation,
have passed a proper term of probation, they make applica-
tion to the Grand Lodge for a charter of constitution* If
this be obtained, they are then confirmed in the possession of
their property, and possess all the rights and privileges of
regularly constituted Lodges, as long as they conform to the
constitutions of Masonry.

The forfeiture of a Charter, however, works a total forfeiture of all
property, real or personal, which was in its possession at the period of
its demise.

After a charter is granted by the Grand Lodge, the Grand
Master appoints a day and hour for constituting and conse-
crating the new Lodge, and for installing its Master, Wardens,
and other officers. -

If the Grand Master, in person, attends the ceremony, the
Lodge is said to be constituted in ample form ; if the Deputy
Grand Master only, it is said to be constituted in due form ;
but if the power of performing the ceremony is vested in a
Subordinate Lodge, it is said to be constituted in form.

When charters of constitution are granted for places where
the distance is so great as to render it inconvenient for the
Grand officers to attend, the Grand Master, or his Deputy,
issues a written instrument under his hand and private seal, to
gome worthy Present or Past Master, with full power to con-
gregate, constitute and install the petitioners.

For form  Dispensation to install officers, see Appendix.

CEREMONY OF CONSTITUTION AND CONSECRATION.
On the day and hour appointed, the Grand Master and his

® For Form of Charter, or Warrant, see Appendix.
11
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officers meet in a convenient room, near to that in which the
Lodge to be constituted is assembled, and open the Grand
Lodge in the three degrees of Masonry.
The officers of the new Lodge are to be examined by the
Deputy Grand Master, after which they return to their Lodge.
The new Lodge then sends a messenger to the Grand Mas-
ter with the following message, vis. :

“ MosT WorsHIPFUL :—The officers and brethren of........
Lodge, who are now assembled at......... have instructed me
to inform you, that the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge [or
Grand Master] was pleased to grant them a letter of Dispensa-

tion, bearing date the ... day of ...... , in the year ......, author-
izing them to form and open a Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons, in the town of............ ; that since that period they

have regularly assembled, and conducted the business of Ma-
sonry according to the best of their abilities; that their pro-
ceedings having received the approbation of the M. W.Grand
Lodge, they have obtained a charter of constitution, and are
desirous that their Lodge should be consecrated, and their offi-
cers installed, agreeably to the ancient usages and customs of
the Craft; for which purpose they are now met, and await the
pleasure of the Most Worshipful Grand Master.”

He then returns to his Lodge, who prepare for the reception
of the Grand Lodge. When notice is given that they are
prepared, the Grand Lodge walk in procession to their hall.
When the Grand Master enters, the grand honors are given
by the new Lodge; the officers of which resign their seats to
the Grand Officers, and take their several stations on the left.

These are the private Grand Honors which can not be described here.

The necessary cautions are then given, and all, excepting
Masters and Past Masters of Lodges, are requested to retire
" until the Master of the new Lodge is placed in the Chair of
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Solomon. He is then bound to the faithful performance of
his trust, and invested with the characteristics of the Chair.

The usage has been to throw around this a ceremony of marked
dramatic effect. At the Triennial Convention of the General Grand
Royal Arch Chapter, 1866, it was recommended that this be omitted; but
the advice has not been generally acceptable, and the usage is mostly
continued as before.

Upon due notice, the Grand Marshal reconducts the brethren
into the hall, and all take their places,