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PREFACE.

BOOK without a preface would, in the estima-
tion of many, be incomplete, and yet I think
that the average reader would feel better if he
were at once to plunge into the meat and mar-

'ow, without waiting for the apologies that au-

rs and compilers have to offer. I make no claim
to originality in this compilation. The history of the Rite
and its degrees is compiled from various sources, Mackey,
Chase, McClenachan, and other Masonic authors. The his-
tory of the Cryptic Grand Councils in the United States is
from the pen of my esteemed friend Brother and Companion,
Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, while the Canadian branch
of the history I have gathered from documents in my posses-
sion as Grand Recorder, and from official sources of informa-
tion, that make it the first written and authentic history of
the Rite in Canada. My original intention was to confine the
work to the Rite in my own country, but at the suggestion
of Companions I have enlarged its scope so as to give, in
one volume, what I believe has never been given before, a
complete history of the degrees of Royal, Select and Super-
Excellent Master, from their origin to the present time. I
trust that this compilation may be received with favor by
my Companions of the Secret Vault, and that the work of
a few leisure hours may add to the interest that is so uni-
versally taken in the ceremonies and history of the Cryptic

Rite.
THE AUTHOR.
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CRYPTIC MASONRY.

CHAPTER L

TaE RITE AND ITS TITLE—THE ORIGIN OF THE TERM CrYPTIC—THE
INCEPTION OF THE SYSTEM—WHERE THE DEGREES CAME FROM,
AND THEIR HISTORY,

U [GRHE term “Cryptic Masonry” is one so little known
>IN cutside the pale of our Councils that, before
giving a sketch of the History of the Rite in
Canada, it may prove of interest not only to the
members of the Rite, but also to the Masonic reader and
those into whose hand the present writing may fall, to refer
to the origin of the degrees and why the term Cryptie is
used to denote that part of the Masonic system which is so
closely allied to and follows in natural sequence the degree
of the Holy Royal Arch. The degrees now conferred in
Councils of Royal and Select Masters were claimed and con-
ferred by the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, although these degrees existed before even
Supreme Councils. Comp. Robert Morris, of Kentucky, was
the first to use the title “ Cryptic” in designating the Coun-
cil degrees. The word is derived from the Latin crypticus,
meaning subterranean, or concealed, and that from the Greek
krupte, which signifies a vault, or subterranean passage.
The primitive Christians, we are told in history, exemplitied
the ceremonials of their secret worship in their earth-covered
cells or caves, known as crypte; in like manner the vaults
beneath the great cathedrals and churches of the world are
known as crypts. The degrees of the Council of Royal and
Select Masters may be called “ Cryptic Masonry,” or “ Ma-
sonry of the Secret Vault.” The degrees comprise those of
Royal, Select and Super-excellent Master.

There are very few Masonic writers who do not in some
way, at greater or shorter length, endeavour to give the
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"~ history and origin of a Rite, which—introduced on this
" Continent during the latter part of the eighteenth or begin-
ning of the present century—no doubt was germed into
existence by the Masonic enthusiasts of Continental Europe,
who were as warmly attached to “side” or “complimentary”
degrees as many of their modern brethren are on the Ameri-
can Continent. To the Companions in Capitular Masonry,
the Cryptic Rite is peculiarly attractive; and the rapid pro-
gress it has made, and the interest shown in its interesting
and beautiful ceremonials, is satisfactory evidence that it is
a Rite which will always be recognized as one of the per-
manent organizations of the great system of Masonry.
Dr. Mackey says that the degrees were beyond doubt
honorary or side degrees, belonging to and conferred by
Inspectors-General of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite. Whatever claim they had to these degrees was
abandoned by the resolution of the Supreme Council of
the Scottish Rite, passed at a meeting held in Baltimore in
1870. By that action all authority over the Cryptic degrees
was given up. The degrees were originally independent of
one another, and were no doubt the side degrees of the Rite
of Perfection, which in 1761 was brought to this side of the
Atlantic by Stephen Morin. The Rite of Perfection was,
in the opinion of some, founded in 1753, while others assert.
that it dates from 1758, when a number of Masons at
Paris, France, styling themselves “The Sovereign Princes
and Graud Officers of the Grand and Sovereign Lodge of
St. John of Jerusalem,” formed a new body known as
“The Council of Emperors of the East and West.” This
Council, C. T. McClenachan, the well-known Secottish Rite
historian, says, has been ordinarily known as the Rite of
Perfection ; that consisted of twenty-five degrees, and in
1759 it established a Council of Princes of the Royal
Secret at Bordeaux.

The following extract from the proceedings of the Supreme
Council of the A. and A. Rite, for the Southern jurisdiction,
on the 4th December, 1802, shows that the Cryptic Degrees,
or “the select Masons of twenty-seven,” were included in
the Degrees claimed by the A. and A. Rite:—

¢“On the 21st of January, 1802, a warrant of Constitution passed
the seal of the Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem, for the estab-
lishment of a Mark Master Masons’ Lodge, in the City of Charleston,
South Carolina. Besides those degrees which are in regular succes-
sion, most of the Inspectors are in possession of a number of detached
degrees, given in different parts of the world ; and which they gener-
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ally communicate, free of expense, to those brethren who are high
enough to understand them, such as ¢ Select Masons of Twenty-Seven,’
and the Royal Arch as given under the Constitution of Dublin, six
degrees of Magunnerie d’Adoption, Compagnon Ecossais, le Maitre
Ecossais, and le Grand Maitre Ecossais, etc., etc., making in the aggre-
gate fifty-three degrees.”

Charles T. McClenachan, in his History of the Scottish
Rite, says :—

¢“The Royal and Select Masters’ Dagrees were side or detached
degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. In the Southern
States of the Union, the Supreme Council initiated, chartered, and
fostered Councils of Royal and Select Masters ; and as rapidly as they
were self-sustaining they became independent. In this wise the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite has gradually thrown aside the
detached degrees, and rarely confers any, except the grades designated
in the regular series. The Rite is in amity with Symbolic Grand
Lodges, Grand Chapters, Councils of Royal and Select Masters, and
Grand Commanderies,—recognizing no other bodies claiming to be
Masonic.”

In 1761 the various Councils, Chapters and Lodges and
Consistories of the Rite tlourished all over the European
Continent; and on the 27th August, 1761, Stephen Morin
was empowered, as Inspector-General for the New World,
by the Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret,
convened at Paris under the presidency of Chaillon de Join-
ville, Substitute-General of the Order, to introduce or con-
fer the degrees in America. Morin sailed for the West
Indies, it is supposed, about the year 1762. In 1769 he
was in Kingston, Jamaica. In two old rituals of the
Twenty-fourth Degree (Kadosh), in possession of Albert
Pike, there is a record stating that he was present at a Con-
sistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, held in Kingston, in
January of 1769. Pike, in his Historical Inquiry into the
Constitutions of 1786, says: “ We are not in possession of
all the successive deputizations, or their dates, by which
the powers of Stephen Morin were transferred and Deputy-
Inspectors created. But there is a record (at Charleston) of
the filiation of his powers. We learn from it that ‘ Stephen
Morin, Inspector-General of all the Lodges, Chapters, Coun-
cils, and Grand Councils, etc,, ete, ete.,, in all parts of the
New World, gave the degree of Grand Deputy Inspector-
General, etc., etc,, etc., to the Brother Francken at Jamaica ;
at what date we do not find.”

There seems to be no doubt that Francken imparted these
degrees to Moses Michael Hayes, of Boston, Massachusetts
as “a Deputy Inspector-General for North America;” and
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these appointments respectively of Francken and Hayes
gave them authority to appoint others. Whether the action
of Morin took place in the United States or not, cannot be
ascertained. Some writers assert that he was never in.that
country. It is not at all unlikely; indeed I think it very
robable that having crossed the Atlantic and visited the
est Indies he would raturally, in his meanderings, find
his way to the United States. Be that as it may, Francken,
‘by virtue of the authority in him vested, in like manner
endowed one Moses Cohen with the same powers. Hayes
appointed Isaac Da Costa Deputy Inspector-General for
South Carolina. On the death of Da Costa, Joseph Myers
succeeded him. Francken, having Morin’s authority, opened,
on 20th December, 1767, a Lodge of Perfection at Albany,
N.Y. On the 25th October, 1762, the Grand Masonic Con-
stitutions were revised and ratified in Berlin, Prussia, and
proclaimed throughout the world for the government of all
Lodges, Councils, Chapters, Colleges and Consistories of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in Europe and America;
and official copies were transmitted to Stephen Morin, who
acknowledged and accepted them. The A. and A. Scot-
tish Rite had no actual existence by that name till 1301;
before that it was the Rite of Perfection, etc. The
Supreme Council, founded at Charleston in 1801, was the
first Body of the Rite, by that name, that ever existed. This
divergence from the history of the Cryptic Rite proper, and
the references to the A. and A. Rite, are necessary as show-
ing the genuineness of the Royal and Select Degrees, and
the claims they have as being bona fide “side” degrees of
the Rite of Perfection. Cohen, who was of a roving dispo-
sition, journeyed to Jamaica, where he remained for some
time, and established a Consistory, one of its members being
Abram Jacobs, who was already possessed of a portion of
the degrees, having received them in a Lodge of Perfec-
tion at Charleston, S. C. Obe of these degrees was known
as the “ Select Masons of Twenty-Seven,” and of his having
received this degree Cohen gave proof in a diploma or cer-
tificate dated 9th November, 1790, which stated that he had
conferred the above degrees on Jacobs. Bro. Drummond
asserts that this is the first document known which contains
a reference to the degrees.

Jacobs was in Savannah, Georgia, in 1792. He came from
Jamaica, in the West Indies, and while there had taken a very
active part in Masonic matters, especially relating to the Rite
of Perfection. He was applied to by Masons to establish a
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Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection, and he conferred degrees
on all who wanted and could pay for them. The first applicant
was Bro. G Zimmerman, who, by letter, on 27th May, 1792,
applied to Jacobs requesting him to come to Augusta
and confer the degrees. Jacobs left Augusta in 1792, and
did not return till 1800. He was at Savannah on 17th
April, 1796, and his diary shows that he conferred the de-
gree of “ Select Masons of Twenty-Seven,” on a brother,
James Clarck ; also on December 12th, the same degree on
“ Brothers Ca,rter Easley, Smith, Cox, Griffin, and Ha.y,” at
the town of Wa,shmoton in Georo'la. In November of 1802
Ewmanuel de la Motta from Charleston a friend of Jacobs,
arrived at Savannah, and he conferred on him the degree of
¢ Select Masons of Twenty Seven.”

As will be noticed further on, a committee of the Royal
Arch Chapter of South Carolina claimed that these _degrees
were coanferred in the Grand Lodge of Perfection in 1783,
in Charleston, S. C, and a certificate signed by one M. C.
Levy in 1827 is authentic evidence of the truth of the
statement. Moses Clava Levy was of Hebrew extraction, a
native of the kingdom of Poland, born in Cracow. He was
a man of honesty, integrity and industry, and was much re- -
spected. He is buried in the old Jewish burial place in
Charleston, and the tomb bears this epitaph in classical
Hebrew :—“ Sacred to the memory of Moses Clava Levy,
who died on the 5th of Nissan, 5599, nearly 90 years old,
a native of Poland, and for 54 years an inhabitant of this
city. He was a kind husband, a fond parent, a firm friend,
an indulgent master, incorruptible in integrity, sincere in
piety, unostentatious in charity. This stone is placed by
his only son and child.” Levy was a member of the Su-
preme Council of the Thirty-Third Degree for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the United States, organised in 1801—May
31st—at Charleston, South Carolina. We find that Abram
Jacobs came back to the United States and re-settled in the

. State of Georgia, and there is proof that he conferred the
Select degree in the year 1796, and also that several in New
York received it in 1808. Hayes, of Massachusetts, however,
had not been idle, and had made good use of the powers
granted him, by making Joseph M. Myers an Inspector-
General for Maryland, and he organized in 1788 a Council
of the Princes of Jerusalem at Charleston, S. C. A manu-
seript copy of the ritual of the Select Degree was deposited
by him in the archives of that Council. This MS. is beyond
doubt authentic, and it is not unlikely that he was in
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possession of the work of the other degrees, as records show
that about that period a number of Masons, residents of
Charleston, received them. The Supreme Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, whose
work is the, same as that followed by the A. and A. S. Rite,
at the present time, in Canada, did not in 1802 include all
the degrees we claim as belonging to the Cryptic Rite. A
circular containing their list stated that in addition to the
regular degrees, there were side degrees known among them
as the “Select Masons of Twenty Seven.” It is claimed
that in 1803 a copy of this ritual was made by J. Billeaud,
and that it is a verbatim copy of the Myers ritual which, in
1788, was deposited by Myers in the archives of the Council
at Charleston. An interesting work, “ The History of Ma-
sonry in Maryland,” written by Bro. Edward T. Schultz, re-
fers to the Rite and its early history. These documents show
that Henry Wilmans, a Pole, who resided in Baltimore about
1790, organized a Lodge of Perfection. Of this Lodge Philip
P. Eckel was a member. Wilmans died 1795, but had pre-
viously conferred the Select Degree, and perhaps others, on
Eckel and Hezekiah Niles. _

Jacobs came to New York early in 1804, and conferred the
degrees on many, amongst them Thomas Lownds. In 1808
the dispute between Gourgas and Joseph Cerneau commenced.
Lownds sided with the latter, and went over to him, captur-
ing, so Gourgas says, the Royal and Select Degrees. The
credit of organizing the first Body of the Cryptic Rite must
be given to Lownds. He formed, with others, of course, on
September 2nd, 1810, the “Columbian Grand Council of
Royal Master Masons.” This body, on December 8th, 1821,
received within its fold a Council of Select Masters. On
January 25th, 1823, “ Columbian Grand Council ” constituted
themselves a Grand Council for the State, and issued warrants
as late as 1827. In 1854 another Grand Council was formed
in New York State, its members being principally adherents
of what was known as the “St. John Grand Lodge.” This
Grand Council issued warrants to subordinate Councils, and
in 1860 united with ¢ The Columbian.” The records of both
these bodies are in existence, and have been re-published.

Jeremy L. Cross, who was initiated into the Select Degree
by Philip P. Eckel, visited Baltimore, made a tour of the
Southern and Western States, lectured in all the grades of
Masonry, and conferred the degree, no doubt doing a profit-
able trade, as many of our brethren do at the present time
with their so-called high grades, which aim at the dismem-
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berment of those legitimate degrees which Masonry recog-
nizes all the world over as alone bearing the impress of
validity. Cross, not to be out-done in the warrant-granting
line, conferred the degree on a number of Royal Arch Com-
panions in Windsor, Vt., issued a warrant for them to open
a Council, and then wrote to his mentor, Eckel, for his
authority so to do. Eckel and his friend Hezekiah Niles
evidently counselled with one another, for in the papers
belonging to Cross, found after his death, was an authoriz-
ation, dated 27th May, 1817, purporting to be signed by
Eckel and Niles, giving power to confer the Select Degree
and grant warrants for Councils. In New Hampshire in
1815, and in Boston, Mass., in 1817, there were Councils of
Royal Masters formed, without warrants however, and evi-
dently voluntary bodies. The members of these bodies
received the Select Degree from Cross and amalgamated
the two degrees; but it was years later that many of Cross’
Select Councils adopted the Royal Degree as part of their
system. Grand Councils were formed at various dates in
the several States, and ultimately a National Convention of
Royal and Select Masters was held in Buffalo, in 1877, at
which M. Ill. Companions Daniel Spry and J. Ross Robert-
son were present on behalf of Canada, delegates from the
Grand Council of that jurisdiction. M. Ill. Companion
Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, presided over the deliber-
ations of the Convention. The state of the Rite was dis-
cussed, but no definite action was taken. In 1880 another
convention of a similar character—representing nineteen
Grand Councils—met in Detroit, Mich., and organized “ The
General Grand Council of the United States.”



CHAPTER IIL

THE OPINION OF DIFFERENT CRrYPTIC WRITERS AS TO THE ORIGIN
AND STATUS OF THE DEGREES—CROSS’ CrLaiMs DiSCUSSED AND
CRITICISED.

& RO. Schultz, in his History of Freemasonry in
y( Maryland, says that:

¢ Much obscurity has existed regarding the origin of
the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters, and also as to
the date when, and by whom, they were introduced into this country.
It would appear that the Royal Master’s Degree was first known and
worked in the Eastern States, while the Select Degree was first known,
and at a much earlier period, in the Southern and Middle States,
Nearly all the early Masonic writers of the country concede that
Philip P. Eckel and Hezekiah Niles of Baltimore had, at an early
period, the control of, at least, the Select Degree, and that from them
emanated the authority under which it was introduced into many of
the other jurisdictions of the country.”

In an article in Cole’s Ahiman Rezon (1817), written by
Brother Hezekiah Niles on the Select Degree, occurs the
following :

‘ Though this beautiful Degree is known to some persons in many
parts of the United States, we are not informed that it is worked in
anywhere but Baltimore. We have been told that a regular Chapter
of the Select Degree was held at Charleston, S.C., many years ago, but
believe it has declined.”

Bro. John Dove, of Virginia, speaking of the Select Degree,
says:

¢ This beautiful Degree is comparatively of modern origin, having
been with the Degree of Royal Master in the possession of a dis-
tinguished Chief in the State of Maryland as a purely honorary Degree,
elucidatory of and appendant to Royal Arch Masonry, and by him
conferred without fee ; he delegated authority to others to use them
in the same way, until the year 1824, when the Grand Chapter of
Maryland, with his conseunt, took charge of the degrees and ordered
them to be given before the Most Excellent Master, where all intelli-
gent workers in the Royal Arch must at once perceive the propriety
of their location.”

Bro. Mackey, in his History of Freemasonry in South
Carolina, under the head of Cryptic Masonry, says:
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‘“ For many years there have been three distinct claims urged for
jurisdiction over these degrees in America—first by the Supreme
Council of the 33rd Degree ; next by some of the Grand Chapters ;
and lastly by the Grand Councils composed of the Subordinate Coun-
cils of each State.

‘“Connected with this question of jurisdiction is another in refer-
ence to the historical origin of the Degrees, and as to the person or
persons by whom they were first introduced into America. The Masons
of Maryland and Virginia contend that the Royal and Select De-
grees were introduced by Philip P. Eckel, of Baltimore, one of the
most distinguished and enlightened Masons of his day, who, in 1817,
communicated them to Jeremy L. Cross, and gave him authority to
confer them in every Royal Arch Chapter which he might visit in his
official character.”

The following extracts are quoted from the history of
Brother Robert B. Folger, of New York :

““The Masons of that day (1816G) were divided in opinion concerning
the proper place to which these degrees (Royal and Select) belonged.
One party preferred that they should be kept separate and left where
they were—a separate system. At the meeting of the General Grand
Chapter in 1816, the whole matter then came up for discussion, Mr.
Eckel, of Maryland, taking a very prominent part in advocating the
union of these two degrees with the services of the Royal Arch Chap-
ter. The discussion became warm and lasted the better part of two
days, when the motion to unite them with the Chapter Degrees was
rejected. Whereupon, immediately after the adjournment, the State
Grand Council of Royal Masters was formed, and the different Coun-
cils then came under that governing power, and continued so up to
1828. It was this move on the part of the General Grand Chapter, in
refusing a recoguition of those degrees, that determined Mr. Cross in
his future course.

‘“ Mr. Eckel, the Baltimore delegate, then went home ; and when
Cross, who at that Session of the General Grand Chapter had been ap-
pointed and confirmed as General Grand Lecturer, started on his
lecturing tour, he stopped at Baltimore and purchased and received
the privilege from Eckel and Niles to erect and establish Councils of
Royal and Select Masters throughout the Southern and Western
States. This privilege he carried out pretty effectually, beginning with
New Jersey ; and all the Councils in existence in those States men-
tioned in his narrative were established by himself, also the Eastern
States, except Rhode Island.”

Bro. Schultz, speaking of Maryland, says :

“ From 1824 to 1852, the Select alone was worked in the Chapter.
After 1852, both degrees were worked in Councils specially convened
for the purpose, after the Most Excellent and just before the confer-
ring of the Royal Arch degree. At one period, however, they were,
as stated by Brother Dove, conferred before the Most Excellent. Such
was the practice and teachings regarding the Council degrees in this
jurisdiction, until the year 1872, when, for the purpose of being * in
unison’ with the majority of the States who had regular Grand Coun-
cil organizations, the Grand Chapter of Maryland, in 1872, passed the
following resolution :
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¢ ¢ Resolved, That all the Subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction
are prohibited from conferring any other degrees than those of Mark
Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch.’

¢ Although the Council degrees were not, properly speaking, con-
ferred by the Chapters, but in Councils separate from the Chapters,
yet the resolution of the Grand Chapter was regarded as prohibitory
of such a course, and the degrees ceased to be given by the Chapters.
Councils were subsequently formed, and on May 12th, 1874, the re-
presentatives from five Councils organized in the City of Baltimore, the
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the State of Maryland.”

Brother Schultz, after quoting the extracts given says that:

‘¢ The general belief seemed to be that the control of the Royal and
Select Degrees was vested in Eckel and Niles,”

but he adds :

¢ We think Brothers Dove, Mackey, Folger, and others, make a
great mistake in coupling the Royal Master’s degree with the Select,
in connection with the names of Eckel and Niles ; for there is no evi-
dence whatever to show that these brethren ever exercised or claimed
control of the Royal Master’s Degree, or that they were even in pos-
session of that degree, at the periods named by them.”

The Warrants issued prior to 1819, by Cross, authorized
the Companions “ to form themselves into a regular Council
of Select Masters,” but after the date named, “the High
Powers in him vested by the Grand Council at Baltimore,”
were enlaiged to include the Royal Master’s Degree.

Brother Schultz holds that in view of the action taken
by the brethren of Baltimore, there is every reason to believe
that the “enlarged powers” under which Cross claimed to
act, were not granted or authorized by Eckel and Niles.

Cross, it is claimed, was expelled from the Grand Chapter
of Maryland for, as the circular states, forming Councils in-
dependent of the Chapter, and abusing the authority dele-
gated, or meant to be delegated to him. Brother Schultz
asserts, however, that there is nothing in the records which
shows that Cross was struck from the rolls. Cross established
a large number of Councils in the United States and gave
similar powers to others, who also issued warrants for Coun-
cils. The modest sum of one hundred dollars each was
asked from some of those who applied for warrants, others
received them for sums varying from twenty to forty dollars.

Brother William R. Singleton, of Washington, has a
photographe fac-simile of the original dispensation or com-
mission purporting to be granted to Cross by Eckel and
Niles, in which the Select Degree alone is mentioned. (A
copy of this document is given in a subsequent chapter.)

Companion Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, says that
Bro. Folger’s statement above quoted :
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“ Is exceedingly erroneous and utterly unreliable. In 1816 these
degrees were known to but very few, and their proper place had not
been discussed. At that date the degrees were not, and never had
been, conferred as a system. They were first united by Jeremy L.
Cross, in 1818. The proceedings of the General Grand Chapter for
1816 show that the subject was not before it at all. There was no two
days’ discussion, for the body was in session only two days and a short
time in the morning of the third, and the record shows the continuous
transaction of business, except that the last half of the second day was
chiefly devoted to an address by the General Grand Chaplain. Nor
was the State Grand Council of Royal Masters formed immediately
after adjournment, for it was not furmed till January, 1823, over six
years afterward.

¢ Moreover, there is not the slightest evidence of the existence, at
that time, of a single organized body of Select Masters in the world,
but abundant evidence to the contrary. There was then in New York
only one Council of Royal Masters in active life—Columbian Council
in New York City—organized as a voluntary body in 1810, without
charter or warrant from any source. From correspondence of John
Harris, of New Hampshire, in 1815, it seems that there had been a
Council of Royal Masters at Albany, but was then dormant ; there
was also a Council of Royal Masters at Hopkinton, New Hampshire,
formed by four Royal Masters in 1815, of their own motion, and with-
out any warrant. At the session of the General Grand Chapter in 1816,
these were the only organized bodies of the Rite in the North ; and in
the South the select degree was then conferred only in temporary
Councils. In fact T agree with Bro. Schultz, that up to that time the
Select Degree only had been cultivated in the South, and the Royal
Degree only in the North, except so far as the former had then been
conferred by Abram Jacobs, and those receiving the degree from him.
With this exception it was first brought North by Jeremy L. Cross.

¢“Cross was not appointed Grand Lecturer by the General Grand
Chapter, but by some of its officers ; as his correspondence shows, he
did go to Baltimore, and undoubtedly there received the Select Degree
from Eckel, and authority to confer the degree on Royal Arch Masons,
but that he purchased the authority there is not the least evidence,
and I do not believe. He then received no authority to establish
Councils, and that idea was never broached by him until after his re-
turn from his Southern trip in the summer of 1817, and he had visited
Baltimore and returned home and found there was then an organized
Council (of Royal Masters) in New York City. Then he issued char-
ters and sent them to the places where he had conferred the degrees,
dating them back ; but very few, if any, bodies were organized under
those dated-back charters.

¢¢ These facts relating to Cross I derive from documents written at
the time and in his hand-writing, which I have personally examined,
and of which I have copies. ’

Companion Drummond also states, on apparently good
authority, that Eckel did not receive the Royal Master’s
Degree until 1819 ; that, in that year, he and Bro. Benjamin
Edes, of Baltimore, received it from Ebenezer Wadsworth,
of New York. Wadsworth’s statement was that he “ assisted
in conferring the degree ” on them. Schultz says:
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¢“This is probably true, for there is no mention of that degree being
worked in this jurisdiction in any document, or upon the records of
the Grand Chapter or of its subordinates earlier than 1830. Bro.
Cole, in 1817, speaks of it incidentally, but not as among the degrees
conferred. The Select Degree is recognizad by the Constitution of the
Grand Chapter adopted in 1824, but there is no mention of the Royal
Master’s Degree.”

Companion Drummond says further:

‘¢ At the session of the Grand Chapter of Maryland in 1817, Hezekiah
Niles, then Deputy Grand High Priest, sent in a communication in
relation to the Select Degree ; it was referred to a committee, and they
reported the following resolution, which was adopted : Resolved,
That all Royal Arch Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Royal Arch Chapter, shall have power to open and hold Chapters of
Select Masters and confer the Dagree of Select Master Mason on such
as they may deem worthy of the same.”

The same year Cole’s “Ahiman Rezon ” (printed by Ben-
jamin Edes) was published, in which a full account of the
Select Degree and of the manner of working it, is given,
written by Niles (though I have lieretofore assumed it was
written by Eckel); and a very brief account of the degrees
of Royal Master and Ark Master or Noachite is given, he
saying, “these are given as merely preparatory and are
usually conferred immediately before the solemn ceremonies
of exaltation,” and according to his statement after the
Most Excellent, which was preceded by the Select, thus
showing that at that time there was no connection between
the Royal and Select Degrees. It may be mentioned in
passing that in the second edition, published in 1826, and
edited by Benjamin Edes, the same observations are made,
although the work of these degrees is enlarged. -

It would seem that this publication of Cole’s created some
confusion, for at the session of the Grand Chapter of Mary-
land in January, 1820, the following preamble and resolution
were adopted

‘¢ Whereas several Chapters, working under the jurisdiction of this
Graud Chapter, do consider it obligatory to confer two degrees, to wit,
Royal Masters and Noah’s Ark, previous to exalting to the degree of
Royal Arch. And whereas the two degrees above alluded to are very
imperfectly understood, therefors, Resolved, That the Chapters work-
ing under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter may, at their discre-
tion, omit conferring the two said degrees previous to exalting to the
degree of Royal Arch.”

From this it is evident that both the degrees were worked
in Maryland before 1824, under the authority or acquiescence
of the Grand Chapter, when the Select was made a consti-
tutional degree ; but were not worked together.



CHAPTER III

CALENDAR OF TBE RITE—WHO ORIGINALLY CONFERRED THE DE-
GRES—THEIR INTRODUCTION INTO AMERICA—REPORT OF THE
CoMMITTEE OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF MARYLAND AS TO
ORIGIN OF THE RITE.

N the Masonic calendar the Royal and Select
2 ‘g:( Masters date from the year in which the Tem-
X 5)« ple of Solomon was completed., Anno Deposi-
tionis (A..:. Deps..'.) or “in the year of the
deposit.” To get this date add 1000 to the common time.
Thus 1886 and 1000 = 2886.

Half a century ago there were three distinct authorities
which claimed the right by antiquity of conferring the de-
grees of Royal and Select Master. First, by the Supreme
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite ; sec-
ondly, by the Grand Councils of the Rite in various States
of the American Union; and thirdly, by certain Grand
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, which claimed then, as
many claim to-day, that the Cryptic Degrees should be
given within the bosom of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

Nearly sixty years ago there was a discussion in relation to
the origin of these degrees, or of one of them. It commenced
in the following manner :

In 1827, at the Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of
Maryland, the Grand High Priest, J. K. Stapleton, submitted
“ documents upon the subject of the institution of the Select
Degree independent of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter,”
which were referred to a committee, which recommended
that a circular be sent to the several Grand Chapters re-
garding the matter. This was adopted, and a copy of this
circular is here inserted : :

M. E. @. Sir and Companions :

I am instructed by the Grand Chapter over which I have the honour
to preside, to address you, and through you your Grand Chapter,
upon the unsettled state of the Degree of Select Mason ; a subject
deemed by us of sufficient importance to claim the particular attention
of your Grand Chapter.

13
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This Degree existed under the authority of a distingnished chief in
the State of Maryland, but without the recognizance of our Grand
Chapter, for many years ; until, in the year 1824, upon the revision of
our Constitution, it appearing evident that tha Select Dagree not only
has an intimate connection with, but is in a measure necessary, as pre-
paratory to, and elucidatory of, that of the Royal Arch; it was formally
recognized by our Grand Chapter, and required to be given by our
subordinate Chapters, in its proper order, immediately preceding that
of the Royal Arch. Under this arrangement we have siuce progressed
much to our satisfaction ; but it is with regret that we have learned
that Councils or Chapters of Select Masons have been established in
some of our sister States, independent of Royal Arch Masonry, avowed-
ly in pursuance of, but as we are satisfied, through a great mistake or
actual abuse of any authority delegated, or meant to be delegated, in
relation to the Select Degree. We would therafore beg leave respect-
fully to recommend to your Grand Chapter the consideration of this
Degree, and the circumstances under which it exists, if it does exist,
within your jurisdiction ; with the hope that you will see it to be for
the general interests of the Craft to take the said Degree under your
recognizance and control, to whom of right it belongs, and thereby do
away with what is felt to be a grievance by those distinguished chiefs,
whose authority, delegated to a limited extent and for special reasons,
has been perverted for sordid purposes, by the creation of an indepen-
dent order never contemplated by them ; and which we believe to be
inconsistent with the spirit and best interests of our institutions.

Respectfully and fraternally,
Jos. K. StaPLETON,
Grand High Priest.

When this circular was received by the Grand Chapter of
South Carolina, it was referred to a committee who made
the following report, which was accepted by the Grand
Chapter :

¢ The Committee appointed at the last stated convocation of the
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, in May last, to take into consideration and
report upon the propriety and expediency of the different Grand Royal
Arch Chapters of the several States respectively assuming jurisdiction
and authority over the Royal and Select Master’s Degrees, and to
which Committee were referred the proceedings of the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of Maryland upon the subject, respectfully ask leave to
state, that they have made extensive and careful investigation into the
subjects referred to their consideration, and they offer the following
statement as the result of their enquiries :

‘“They have ascertained that the respectable brothers and compan-
ions, Dr. F. Dalcho, Dr. Isaac Auld, Dr. James Moultrie, sr., and
Moses C. Levy, Esq., with many others, received their degrees in
Charleston, in February, 1783, in the Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfec-
tion, then established in this city (Charleston), of which body three of
the above-named brothers are still living, venerable for their years
and warm attachment to the glorious use of Freemasonry, and highly
respected and esteemed in the community where they have so long and
8o honourably sojourned, and they are still members of the same sub-

lime body.
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‘“Your Committee have further ascertained that at the original estab-
lish ment of the Grand Council of Princesof Jerusalem, in this city, on
the 20th of February, 1788, by the Illustrious Brothers Joseph Myers,
Barend M. Spitzer, and A. Forst, Deputy Inspectors-General, from
Frederick II., King of Prussia, Brother Myers then deposited in the
archives of the said Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem certified
copies of the said degrees from Berlin, in Prussia, which were to be
under the future guidance and fostering protection of the government
of thé above-named presiding body. The above-named three respect-
able brethren and companions are, and have steadily been, members
and officers of the said body of Princes of Jerusalem ; their evidence
therefore must be conclusive upon these points.

“Your Committee are informed that the above-named Brother
Myers, previously to his return to Europe, while pursuing his’'mercan-
tile concerne, resided some time in several of the cities of Virginia and
Maryland, where he communicated a knowledge of the degrees in
question,

¢ The Committee further state, that the Grand Officers and the Sub-
lime Council of Inspectors-General have been, since 1783, steadily in
the habit of conferring the degrees in question, under their authority
in the Southern and Western States. Your Committee have seen and
perused the first copy of these degrees that ever came to America, and
old copies of charters that have been returned by Councils in States
where Grand Councils have been formed, and the bodies surrendering
have taken other charters for conferring the degrees from such Grand
Councils of Royal and Select Masters thus formed.

‘‘ From these statements the Grand Royal Arch Chapter will readily
perceive that these degrees have been under a regular and independent
Masonic protection and authority for more than forty-six years, and
thuat they were thus circumstanced in the United States of America at
a period long antecedent to the establishment of Grand Royal Arch
Chapters, or even of Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, in any part of the
world.”

There is no doubt that the circular and report are both
substantially correct. They are sustained by various addi-
tional facts, some of which have recently come to light.
Whether the degrees came from Prussia to Charleston or
Baltimore, or neither, is not certain. The probability that
they came through Francken or Morin, or both, is very
strong. Some of the additional facts will be given.

Brother Schultz published an old document which settles
the question as to the source from which Philip P. Eckel and
Hezekiah Niles derived their authority to confer the Select
Degree, for it is evident that these brethren never claimed
control of the Royal Master's Degree. The document is as
follows :

‘¢ WHEREAS, In the year of the Temple 2792, our Thrice Illustrious
Brother, Henry Wilmans, Grand Elect, Select, Perfect Sublime M1son,
Grand Inspector-General, and Grand Master of Chapters of the Royal

Arch, Grand Elect and Perfect Masters’ Lodges and Councils, Knight
of the East, Prince of Jerusalem, Patriarch Noachite, Knight of the
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Sun and Prince of the Royal Secret, did by and in virtue of the
powers in him legally vested, establish, ordain, erect and support a
Grand Council of Select Masons in the City of Baltimore, and wrought
therein to the great benefit of the Craft and to the profitable extension
and elucidation of the mysteries of Masonry—and whereas we, the
subscribers to these presents, are by regular succession possessors of
all the rights, privileges and immunities and powers vested in any
way whatsoever in the said Grand Council of Select Masons, consider-
ing the great advantages that would accrue to the Craft in an exten-
sion of the knowledge of the Royal Secret as introductory to, and
necessary for, the better understanding of the Superior Dogrees ;

¢¢ KNow all, whom it may concern, that we do hereby authorize and
empower our trusty and beloved Companions ........cc....couueeuenee K.S.,
ceerenenens cereeeeennns KT, ccoverernannnen eeneees < 1 VA of the
same, to open and to hold a Chapter of Select Masons in the City
of Baltimnre, under such by-laws and regulations as may be enacted
and established for the government of the same, subject to the follow-
ing rules and regulations :

¢t Art. 1st. The Degree of Select Mason shall not be conferred on any
one that has not passed the Chair and received the honorary degree of
Mark Master Mason, nor sha!l it be conferred for a less sum than
ceeeeneennes . dollars. .

¢ Art. 2nd. The Officers and Members of the Chapter shall pay due
obedience to any regulations of the Grand Council which shall be con-
sistent with the rules of the Order, and duly respect the Officers and
Chiefs thereof ; and the three chief Officers of said Chapter shall, in
virtue of said offices, constitute a part and be Members of the Grand
Council. The said Council shall not levy or receive of any Chapter
more than .......cc...... dollars per annum, exclusive of the Secretary’s
fees for Warrants, Dispensations, or other Official Writings, which
shall in no case exceed a reasonable compensation for the labour and
trouble of furnishing the same.

¢¢ Art. 3rd. In case the G. R. A. Chapter of the State of Maryland
and District of Columbia, or the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, shall assume and take charge of the Degree of Select Masons,
then and in that case all power and authority under these presents
shall cease and determine forthwith, provided a charter of recognition
is granted to this Chapter.

¢ Art. 4th. The three Chief Officers of the Chapter must, and always
shall be, Royal Arch Masons.

¢ Art. 5th. Select Masons made under the authority of a Royal Arch
Chapter, and by the High Priest thereof in the Jurisdiction of the
State of Maryland and District of Columbia, shall be acknowledged
and received as such by said Select Chapter, which Chapter shall be
known by the name of ..... cessnesene Chapter of Select Masons No. 1.

¢¢In Testimony whereof we have Signed our names and affixed the

Seal of the Grand Council, thus
¢ PaLip P. EckeL,

‘“H. NiLes.”
Brother Schultz, whose history we have quoted so freely,
says:
¢¢ It will be noticed that all that was needed to make this document
effective was the filling in of dates, names of officers, and the price to
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be charged for conferring the degree. From some cause the dispensa-
tion was not used ; but the fact is fully and emphatically stated by
Eckel and Niles, under their hand and seal, that they were, ‘by regular
swccession, possessors of all the rights, privileges, and immunities and
powers vested in any way whatsoever in the said Grand Council of Select
Masons’ which had been instituted in the City of Baltimore in the
year 1792 by Henry Wilmans, ¢ Grand Inspector-General.’ ”

It is to be regretted that this document was not dated, as
the time when it was made has an important bearing upon
its historic value in many respects. But its contents, in
connection with known history, throw much light upon it.

The District of Columbia was not known by that name
till 1800, and but little was known of the General Grand
Chapter till 1816, when for the first time it was recognized
in Maryland. Tt will be shown hereafter that when Cross
got authority from Eckel and Niles, in 1816, to confer de-
grees, the idea of establishing bodies of the Rite had not
then been conceived ; and the Grand Chapter of Maryland
did “assume and take charge of the degree of Select
Masons” in 1824. These facts establish that this document
originated between 1816 and 1824, and probably near the
latter date; and that the reason for not using it was the
assumption of authority over the Select legree by the
Grand Chapter of Maryland in 1824.

We must not be misled by the term “Grand Council.”
The bodies in which the degrees were conferred were called
“ Grand Councils” up to about 1817. This appears from the
foregoing document, and Columbian Council in New York
styled itself “Columbian Grand Council.” The officers
were styled “ Grand” in the ritual.

In corroboration of the statement made in the report to
the Grand Chapter of South Carolina, we have the follow-
ing:

1. A manuscript record of Brother Peter Snell, who was,
in 1827, a member of the Supreme Council, contained the
following memorandum :

¢ Supreme Council Chamber, Charleston, S.C., February, 10, 1827.
I hereby certify that the detached degrees, called Royal and Select
Master, or Select Masons of 27, were regularly given by the Sublime
Grand Lodge of Perfection (No. 2 in the U.S.A.) established by Bro-
ther Isaac Da Costa, in Charleston, in February, 1783, one of the ori-
ginal members of which, M. I. Brother Moses C. Levy, is still alive,
and a member of it to this day, without ceasing to be so for a day.
And further, that at the first establishment of a Grand Council of
Princes of Jerusalem, in Charleston, in February, 1738, by the Illus-
trious Daputy Inspectors-General, Joseph Myers, B. M. Spitzer and
A. Forst, Brother Myers (who succeeded Brother Da Costa, after

B
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his decease) deposited a certified copy of the degrees from Berlm.
Prussia, to be under the guidance and fostering protection of the
government of the above Grand Council of the Princes of Jerusalem.”

The Brother Myers referred to in the above paragraph
was sometimes called ‘ Joseph M. Myers.’

‘¢ Brother Myers, shortly after this (February 20, 1788) resided
some time in Norfolk, Richmond and Baltimore, previous to his re-
moval to Europe, and he communicated a knowledge of these degrees
to a number of brethren in these citiea. The original copy is still in
my keeping ; and agreeably to the obligations of the same, and the
Grand Constitutions governing those degrees, viz : Royal and Select
Masters of 27, it is correct and lawful to give them either to Sublime
Masons, who have arrived to the Knights of the Ninth Arch (13th
degree), or to companions of the Third Arch, Royal Arch Masons.”

2. There is extant a ritual of the Select Degree purporting
to be made in 1803 by J. Billeaud. Bro. Drummond has
examined it, had it copied, and has no doubt of its genuine-
ness, and that it is the copy of a ritual thenin use. It came
to him from Companion Wilmot G. DeSaussure, of South
Carolina, who had it from Bro. John H. Honour, for & long
time Grand Commander of the Supreme Council for the
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, to whom it
came from his predecessor in that office, among the archives
of that Supreme Council. He says:

‘ There is no reference in this ritual to any governing authority
whatever, nor to any degree of Masonry save the third degree. It
recognized no permanent body whatever, but it isa ntual of a ‘de-
tached’ or ‘side’ degree in every respect.”

3. He also has a copy of a ritual of both degrees bearing
the certificate of Moses Holbrook, dated February 10th,
1829, in nearly the same words as the one above attributed
to Brother Snell. By a certificate, dated a few months later,
it aﬁ)pea,rs that Brother Holbrook adopted that of Brother
Snell

‘¢ Bro. Drummond says _that ¢ the ritual annexed is certainly not a
copy of the one deposited in the archivesin 1783, for the ritual of the
Select Degree refers to the Royal Degree, and moreover both of them
recognize the Supreme Council as the governing authority of the de-
grees, and that body did not exist till 1801. A comparison of this
ritual with that of 1803 shows that the former is a revision of the
latter with only verbal changes, and the addition of declaring alle-
giance to the Supreme Council and the prohibition of conferring the
Select Degree on any one below the degree of a Royal Arch Mason.
The introduction says the Select Degree follows the Royal Master's
Degree ; but the ritual is inconsistent with that. And the allusions to
the Royal Arch Degree, to the Royal Master’s Dezree, and to the Su-
preme Council, are evident interpolations. This seems to sustain the
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assertion of Companion Stapleton, of Maryland, that the allusion
to the Royal Arch Degree was first interpolated by Cross for mercenary
purposes.’”’

Finally, in an official document issued by the Southern
Supreme Council under date of Oct. 10, 1802, an original of
which, with actual signatures and seals, is in the archives of
the Supreme Council of the Northern Jurisdiction, and
which was published in its proceedings for 1871, page 79, is
the following statement:—*“ Besides those degrees, which
are in regular succession, most of the Inspectors are in pos-
session of a number of detached degrees, given in different
parts of the world, and which they generally communicate,
free of expense, to those brethren who are high enough to
understand them, such as Select Masons of Twenty-Seven
and the Royal Arch, as given under the Constitution of
Dublin. Six degrees of Maconnerie D’adoption, Compagnon
Ecossais, Le Maitre Ecossais, and Le Grand Maitre Ecossais,
&ec., &c., making in the aggregate 52 degrees.” And in an
oration delivered the next year, Dr. Dalcho repeats the
statement.

Bro. Schultz concludes his discussion as follows :

¢ This document, in connection with the Rules and Regulations of
the Lodge of Perfection which have been quoted, leaves no room for
doubt that Wilmans was an Inspector of the Rite of Perfection, and
that he exercised in the City of Baltimore in 1792 the powers claimed
by such Inspectors. But from whom did Wilmans acquire his powers
of ¢Grand {)nspector-Genera.l,’ and the authority ¢ to establish, ordain,
erect and support a Chapter of Select Masons ?’

¢ We regret we cannot answer the question, nor could the learned
Brethren in different parts of the country, to whom we applied. The
name of Wilmans does not appear upon any register or document in
the archives of the Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction, or
upon any other known document or record containing the names of
the early Inspectors. The fact that in both the documents he is
styled ¢ Grand Inspector-General,” while those deriving their powers
from Morin are styled ‘Deputy Inspectors,” led to the supposition
that he might have derived his powers from Europe ; acting upon
which supposition, letters were addressed to the Grand Lodges at
Berlin and Bremen. While the result of the correspondence which
ensued was of an interesting nature, nothing in regard to his Masonic
character could be learned. It has been ascertained that Wilmans was a
native of Bremen, and that he emigrated to this country and settled in
Baltimore as early at least as the year 1790. The first mention of his
name on the records of the Grand Lodge is in connection with Con-
cordia Lodge in 1793, of which he was appointed the first or Charter
Master. In the same year he was elected Deputy Grand Master, and
in the following year Grand Master of Masons in Maryland. The
register of the Old Zion Lutheran church of this city shows that he
died in 1795. In an MS. book of Moses Holbrook, of South Carolina,
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written in 1829, it is stated that Joseph Myers, a Deputy Inspector-
General, deposited in the year 1788, in the archives of the Grand
Council of Princes of Jerusalem at Charleston, ‘a certified copy of
the Royal and Select Masters’ Degrees received from Berlin.” This is
evidently an error so far as it relates to the Royal Master's Degree.
As intimated, the Degree was first known in the Eastern States, and
the earliest reliable mention of it there, is in the year 1809. Bro.
Holbrook wrote his book in 1829, at which time both degrees were:
conferred at Charleston, and naturally he connected the two in his
statement ; making a similar error that others do when stating that
Eckel and Niles claimed the control of the Royal Master’s Degree.
The book referred to contains also the statement, that somewhere about.
the year 1788 Joseph Myers was for a time located in Baltimore. Did
Wilmans receive the Select Degree from Myers, or did Myers receive
it from Wilmans ? If the degree came from Berlin, it is quite probable
that Wilmans brought it with him, as he came from Germany about
the time mentioned for the deposit in the MS. of Holbrook. There is
a tradition existing in the Eastern States that Eckel received the
degrees from a Prussian temporarily sojourning in Baltimore. The
period of Wilman’s residence in Baltimore was perhaps not over eight
years, and with some propriety he might have been regarded as a
sojourner—and a Prussian. It is stated, but upon what authority we
know not, that the Royal and Select Degrees were conferred by
Andrew Francken at Albany in 1767, and that he conferred them upon
Samuel Stringer who afterwards removed to Maryland ; but we have
not been able to find this name upon any of the records of this jurise
diction. These statements or traditions, it will be seen, all point to
Maryland as the source from whence the Select Dagree or (as the
writers will have it) Royal Master’s Degree, also was subsequently in-
troduced into other parts of the country. Brother Folger says Eckel,
at the session of the General Grand Chapter, advocated ¢the union of
the degrees with the services of the Royal Arch Chapter.” This has
always been the opinion of the Companions of Maryland.”



CHAPTER 1V.

CoNCLUSIONS ARPIVED AT BY DR. MACKEY AS To THE INTRODUC-
TION OF THE RITE—AN ExTRACT SHOWING WHY CROSS RECEIVED
THE SELECT DEGREE.

o

MR HE conclusions formed by Dr. Mackey are essen-
P tial to this work, and although he had not all
the information or knowledge that other writers
have, still his views are of great value. It
must be remembered that many of the extracts
given in this book appear now for the first time in print,
and explain away many inaccuracies relating to the Cryptic
Rite.
The late Dr. Mackey some years ago stated his conclusions
as follows :

¢“We gather the following results as to the history of the introduc-
tion of these degrees into the United States :

‘1. The degrees of Royal and Select Master were originally brought
to this country by an Inspector-General of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, in the year 1788, deposited by him in the archives, and placed
under the control of the Council of Princes of Jerusalem, which was
organized in the city of Charleston, South Carolina, in that year.

¢ 2. These degrees were at first conferred in Charleston, by the
‘Council of Princes of Jerusalem, as ¢ detached degrees,’ or what in
more modern phrase would be called ‘side degrees’of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite.

¢¢3. They were disseminated over the whole country by agents or
representatives of this Rite, who conferred them on any qualified per-
sons whom they pleased to select, but always with the administration
of a pledge of allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite.

" ¢4, Charters were granted by these agents of the Supreme Council
for the establishment of Councils of Royal and Select Masters, in dif-
ferent States, which Councils subsequently united in the formation of
State Grand Councils, and threw off their allegiance to the Supreme
Council of the Ancient and Accepted Rite. I do not believe that
charters were ever granted immediately and directly by the Supreme
Council. I think that they were always issued in its name by its agents,
who were empowered 80 to do by a general warrant. Thus I have been
enabled to trace the original Councils of Alabama to the action of John
Barker, who was an authorized agent of the Supreme Council. Per-
haps more work was done in this way by Jeremy L. Cross, under the
same claim, than by any other man in the United States.

¢ In this manner the control of these degrees has been gradually but
permanently taken from the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Ac-
<cepted Rite, and they have now become a constituent part of what is
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beginning to be called the American Rite, to which, indeed, they pro-
perly belong, since they are absolutely necessary for the proper illus-
tration of the Royal Arch degree.

¢‘ The Inspectors-General of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, at least
in the Southern Council, still claim, although they very seldom exer-
cise it, the right to confer these degrees on qualified persons, and it can
hardly be denied that Royal and Select Masters, so made, would be
legal and regular. To doubt it would be to throw suspicion on the le-
gality of every Council and every Select Master of the present day,
since they derive their existence from founders originally made in this
way by Inspectors-General. If the fountain is defiled, we can hardly
expect that the streams which flow from it should be pure.
" ““This connection of the degrees of Royal and Select Master with
the Ancient and Accepted Rite, will readily account for the resem-
blance which is found in these degrees, in phraseology and symbolism,
to that Rite. Their legends, however, assimilate them more closely
to the Royal Arch of the York and American Rites, than to the cor-
responding Knights of the Ninth Arch of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite. Hence, in making them them the eighth and ninth degrees of
the American Rite, it must be admitted that Masonic ritualists have:
put them in the right place.”

Bro. Mackey’s statement that the Supreme Council never
granted charters for Councils directly was probably correct.
when he made it, but in 1860 it granted charters to four
Councils in Arkansas. )

The tradition in the Eastern States that Eckel received
the degrees from a Prussian temporarily residing in Baltimore
came from that city. It is substantially stated in a letter to
the Masonic Review from Baltimore in 1849.

Pertinent to the subject matter of this chapter we give a
copious extract from the minutes of Columbia Chapter,
Washington, embracing a letter from Companion Stapleton,
on the action of Cross, with the reason why he received the
Select Degree.

ExTrACT FROM MINUTES OF CoLuMBIA CHAPTER No. 16, WASHINGTON,,
D.C.

A Letter from J. K. Stapleton, Baltimore, Maiyland, February 15, 18}7..

% % % *% ¢ You state in your note that Potomac Chapter, and
also in the Chapter at Alexandria, they uniformly confer the Select
before the Royal Arch degree. Why shoul:l they not do so, when it
is strictly in conformity to the point in the Select degree that you will
not penetrate the N inth Arch unt{l legally authorized so to do. The
tie was made by J. L. Cross for sinister and mercenary purposes, as the
fact is well known to many of the older Companions, our worthy and
distinguished Companions P. P. Eckle, H. 8. Keating, and Henry
Niles, then holding office in the Grand Chapter of Maryland, did most
graciously (after joining the General Grand Chapter for the United
States) confer on said J. L. Cross, who had, by the commission from
that General Grand Body, been appointed their Grand Lecturer, come
to Baltimore for the purpose of obtaining the Select degree, as it fur-
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nished a link of connection with the Royal Arch, which was wanting to
complete the chain to the Royal Arch degree.

¢ [ am assured positively, having received the declaration in person
from those Companions, that the only authority they invested Cross
with was under a Royal Arch Warrant, his visits as Grand Lecturer
might place bim, he was authorized to confer the Select degree, and
thereby complete this sublime privilege as Royal Arch Masons, but
without fee or reward, further than the remuneration they might grant
him as the General Grand Lecturer, his time so spent among them.
Now mark the conduct of this man. Assoon as he was beyond the
jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter.of Maryland and the District of Col-
umbia, what did he do? Forgot his solemn oblizations to Eckle,
Keating and Niles, and set up shop for himself ; he found it as a
source of profit, and obtained, it is presumed, many thousand dollars
for conferring the Select degree, but also issued Warrants for confer-
ring the same at twenty-five dollars each, and in this manner was the
South, West, North and East furnished by him and the Select degree
dispersed over the United States. He established Councils and Grand
Councils contrary to the intentions of our Worthy Chief, and made
matters worse by the implication of them as receiving $20 of the $25,
when I assure you they never exacted a dollar or received one from
him. In the year 1829 I had the honour to represent Maryland in the
General Grand Chapter of the United States at New York, when the
matter was brought before them, and the result was, that all Councils
in States where no Grand Council was instituted were desired to sur-
render their (* ¥ ¥) (1)t Warrants so issued and confer the degree un-
der the Royal Arch Chapter, and in the order laid down in Maryland.
It then comes out that Cross had not only issued these Warrants, but
made Daoputies under him for conferring and lecturing in this degree.
The tie was by him used, and hundreds no doubt took it, as is usual,
without being aware of its propriety. Maryland has laid down the
regulations, and as part of the Constitution of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter, you and all others under her jurisdiction are by law released
as a tie unconstitutional in our State. I make these commentaries not
out of disregard to Cross, Delafield, or any other Companion, who,
under the obligations taken beyond our Constitution, are surely en-
titled to their opinion, as those under our Grand Chapter are entitled
to consideration and respect by them. I regret the many discrepan-
cies apparent among the Masons of the present day. Formerly more
order and obedience were paid to those in authority ; we go ahead by
steam, and any new fancies which talent and address present, are too
eagerly received and tolerated. I hope to have the subject of the Select
degree settled. and had fully intended it should be taken up in Grand
Chapter last November, but the Grand Chapter was adjourned (while
I had retired for the evening) quite unexpectedly to me, and T am not
sure but it will be necessary to call it together before 1 leave for Col=
umbus next September, to tinally settle the question and take the in-
struction of the Grand Chapter to the General Grand Chapter of the
United States.

‘¢ Believe me, with great regard,
¢ Your obedient servant,

“J. K. SrapLeTON, G.H.P.”

-t This word is “bound” in the minutes, but was evidently *‘Council” in
the letter.



CHAPTER V.

AN UNPUBLISHED MS. OF CoMPANION JosiAR H. DrRuMMOND —SoME
__ FACTS ABOUT THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE RITE AND MANY DISPUTED
POINTS SETTLED,

HE following is an extract from a history of these
degrees prepared by Brother Josiah H. Drum-
mond in 1875 (with some modifications since
made), but never published. He was led to the
preparation of it by the discovery of the orig-

mal records of Columbian Council in the city of New York,
and the original intention was to publish those records and
this history as an appendix to them:

¢ In 1762, Stephen Morin was in Jamaica with a patent purporting
to have been issued May 27, 1761, by the ¢ Supreme Council of Prince
Masons ’ in Paris, with full power to confer the degrees of Perfect and
Sublime Masonry, establish bodies, and authorize others to do the
same, anywhere in the New World. The same year he appointed
Henry Andrew Francken with the same powers in North America.
Francken established a Logde of Perfection at Albany in 1767, and
conferred the higher degrees upon several brethren.

¢ It has been stated, and tradition has it, that he conferred these
degrees also. But right here I desire to say that in most of the dis-
cussions concerning these degrees, it has been assumed that, inasmuch
as they are now grouped together, they always were. In 1870 L made
the suggestion that they had not always been connected, and that
much of the confusion that had arisen about them was occasioned by
this erroneous assumption. The minutes of Columbian Council prove
the correctness of this suggestion.

¢“To return to Francken. I have seen a portion of the records of the
Lodge of Perfection at Albany, but [ do not find any mention of either
of these degrees. Further investigation may find such record ; but the
want of it does not demonstrate that these degrees were not conferred,
for they did not belong to the regular series of degrees conferred by
him ; but if either was conferred, it was as a ‘detached’ or ‘side’ de-

e.

¢¢ Francken conferred his degrees upon Moses M. Hayes, of Massa-
chusetts, and invested him with powers similar to those possessed by
himself. It is also stated that Hayes conferred the now-called Cryptic
degrees in Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

‘¢ Hayes appointed [saac Da Costa as Deputy Inspector-General for
. 8South Carolina, and he formed the Lodge of Perfection at Charleston,
in 1783. Da Costa died soon after, and Hayes appointed Joseph M.
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Myers* in his stead ; also Solomon Bush for Pennsylvania; and Ba-
rend M. Spitzer for Georgia.

¢“On June 25th, 1781, a ¢ Grand Chapter’ was held in Philadelphia,
at which there were present, according to the record,

Thrice Puissant Solomon Bush, Deputy General-Inspector for Pennsyl-
vania, in the chair,

Thrice Puissant Isaac Da Costa, Grand Warden and Inspector-General
for West Indies and North America.

Thrice Puissant Simon Nathan, Deputy Grand-Inspector for North
Carolina.

Thrice Puissant Samuel Myers, Deputy Grand-Inspector for the Lee-
ward Islands,

Thrice Puissant Barend M. Spitzer, Deputy Grand-Inspector for
Georgia.

Thrige Puissant Thomas Randall, Deputy Grand-Inspector for New
ersey.

Thrice 1llustrious Benjamin Seixas, Prince of Jerusalem.

Thrice Illustrious Moses Cohen, Sovereign Knight of the Sun.

Thrice illustrious Myer M. Cohen, Sovereign Knight of the Sun.

‘¢ At the meeting of the Philadelphia Lodge of Perfection, October
2, 1782, among those present was, as the record states, Joseph M.
Myers, Inspector for Maryland.

*¢ Some of the Inspectors, in conferring authority upon others, state
in the patent that they do so by authority of this Convention at Phil-
adelphia, in 1781.

¢ In 1790, Moses Cohen, who had been a member and, at times, an
officer of the Lcdge of Perfection at Philadelphia, and who had re-
ceived the higher degrees from Hayes, went to Jamaica and established
a Consistory there.

¢“The same year Abraham Jacobs, who had received the Sublime
degrees in the Lodge of Perfection, at Charleston, resided at Kingston,
Jamaica, and was there promoted to the degree of Knight of the Sun,
and received from Cohen, on the ninth day of November, 1790, a
patent, in which Cohen certifies that he had initiated Jacobs into the
degree of Select Mason of 1'wenty-Seven. This is the first mention. of
the Select degree that I have seen, or of which I know. In this patent,
this degree is mentioned immediately after the seventeenth (Knight of
the East and West) in the enumeration of the degrees conferred.

¢ Jacobs returned to Charleston and commenced conferring degrees.
He kept a register, the original of which I have examined.

¢ On April 25, 1796, he conferred the Select degree on James Clarck
in Savannah, on whom he conferred the Perfection degrees. He con-
ferred this degree between the seventh and eighth. On the twelfth of
December following he conferred this degree on six brethren in Wash-
ington, Georgia, upon whom (with others) he was conferring the Per-
fection degrees. He conferred it this time between the eleventh and
twelfth degrees. .

‘¢ Jacobs continued to confer the higher degrees, and in 1801 was
joined by Emanuel De La Matta, who afterwards founded the Supreme
Council, 35°, for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States, and
was then (in 1801) a member of the Southern Supreme Council. But
no mention is made in his Register of conferring the Select degree at
this time.

© * Nore.—Sometimes he is called Joseph M. Myers, but often Joseph Myers.
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¢ In September, 1804, Jacobs was residing in New York, and during
that year and the next he conferred a portion of his degrees upon two
candidates. In January, 1806, he commenced conferring his degrees
upon Thomas Lownds, but did not complete them until the summer of
1808. In the fall of 1808, he formed a Lodge of Perfection and Coun-
cil of Princes of Jerusalem, of both of which Lownds was s« member.
Jacobs'also conferred on him other degrees of the Ancient Accepted
Rite up to the twenty-ninth, inclusive, as well as upon Mordecai Myers,
Sampson Simpson, Richard Riker, and others.

¢ In 1774 Francken had conferred the ¢ high degrees ’ with authority
similar to his own, upon Augustan Prevost in Jamaica; Prevost, on
the first of February, 1790, commissioned, with similar powers, Peter Le
Barbier Du Plessis, at Philadelphia, who was a member of the Lodge
of Perfection in that city ; Du Plessis, in like manner, commissioned
John G. Tardy at Philadelphia, in October, 1807 ; Tardy commissioned
John James Joseph Courgas, John B. Dasdoity, and Moses L. M.
Peixotto, at New York, in the early part of November, 1808.

‘¢ After they had thus been commissioned, Jacobs, according to his
diary, conferred the Select Master’s degree on Peixotto (Nov. 19, 1808),
Gourgas and Desdoity (Nov. 26, 1808).

*‘In a document issued by the Southern Supreme Council in 1802,
a list of the regular degrees conferred under its authority is given ; and
it is stated that, ¢ Besides those degrees which are in regular succes-
sion, most of the Inspectors are in possession of a number of detached
degrees, given in different parts of the world, and which they generally
communicate free of expense,” &c. Among those named is ¢ Select
Masons of Twenty-Seven.’

¢¢In 1829 a report was made in the Grand Chapter of South Carolina
in which it was stated that there were then three Companions living in
Charleston who received these degrees in 1783, in the Lodge of Per-
fection, founded that year by Da Costa ; and that Joseph Myers, when
he founded the Council of Princes of Jerusalem in that city in 1788,
deposited in the archives ¢ certified copies of said degrees from Berlin,
in Prussia.’

““These are all I find in the way of contemporaneous record, or
testimony of those participating prior to 1810.

¢ Jacobs received the Select Dogree from Cohen, who received his
degrees and authority from Moses M. Hayes ; and Da Costa, who
founded the Lodge of Perfection at Charleston, and Myers, who
founded the Council of Princes of Jerusalem at Charleston ; both re-
ceived their degrees an1 authority from Hayes. Hereceived his degrees
and authority from Francken. All thisiindicates very strongly that
the Select Degree was introduced into this country by Francken, and
that up to 1808 it was conferred only by authority derived from him
through Hayes.

““In this connection let another significant fact be noted. From
1781 to 1789 there existed a Lodge of Perfection at Philadelphia, the
record of which is still extant. It was founded by Solomon Bush, by
authoricy from Hayes. Among its members were De Costa, Spitzer
(who assisted Myers in forming the Council of Princes of Jerusalem at
Charleston), Cohen, Myers and Du Plessis. The latter first visited
the Lodge in September, 1785 (having received his degrees elsewhere),
after the other four had left. This may explain why Gourgas and others,
-who received their degrees directly or indirectly from him, failed to
receive the Select Degree, while those who received them from the other
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four did receive it. That Lodge of Perfection held Berlin to be their
Grand East, and in 1785 prepared and sent thither a communication
giving information of the establishment of the lodge, and praying for
Masonic correspondence. This explains the reference to Berlin in the
Report of Committee of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina. If
those ¢ certified copies’ were from Berlin they came through Francken,
Hayes and Myers.

¢¢J. J. J. Gourgas, in his Register, says that Tardy raised Jacobs to
the Degree of Princé of the Royal Secret in November, 1808. In the
margin of the Register is & note that Jacobs was expelled in 1810 by
the Grand Consistory for having added withoat authority in the patent
he received from Cohen, the words, ¢ with power to initiate others.’

“ In Gourgas’ Register is a memorandum, made after 1820, as
follows :

¢ ¢ February, 1788, Select Masons of 27, commonly called Select
Master’s Degree, was first introduced into the United States of North
America, and given to the archives of the Grand Council of Jerusalem,
at Charleston, S. C., in the month of February, 1788, by Thrice Illus-
trious Brother Joseph Myers, Deputy Inspector-General, as a part of
our Sublime Degrees, since which (in 1816), it has been made away
with, as well also as the degree of Royal Master, by Arch Masonry,
through the instrumentality of Thomas Lownds, to whom they had
been given by us.’

¢¢In 1827 the Grand Chapter of Maryland issued a circular, in which
it was claimed that the Select Degree originated in Baltimore, and was
disseminated by authority of one of her Past Grand officers.

¢“In 1829 the Grand Chapter of South Carolina made a reply to
that circular, and claimed that they existed in that State at an earlier
date than in Maryland, being derived from a different source.

¢¢ Again, it has been claimed that they were practised in New York
as early as 1807, being derived from a source different from both the
two above named.

¢¢ All have agreed, and still agree, that no permanent bodies of this
Cryptic Rite existed before 1807. It has been supposed that the
Grand Council of New York was formed in 1807 ; and Bate in his re-
port on its history (Proceedings of 1861, p. 41) says that it granted a
charter to Columbian Council September 2nd, 1810; but the publica-
tion of its records shows that it was formed in 1823. Before this (in
1819) a Grand Council had been formed in Connecticut by Councils
organized by Jeremy L. Cross and his agents.

It is now certain that Columbian Council (originally styled ¢ Grand
Council,’ as all the temporary assemblies in which the Royal Degree
was conferred were then called) is the first permanent body formed for
conferring any of these degrees.

¢It has been heretofore taken as true that it or the Grand Council
was founded and chartered by Joseph Cernean. But the record shows
that Thomas Lownds was the founder, that it was a voluntary body,
without any charter, and that Cerneau was never even present at one
of its m eetings, so far as the record discloses. The record of the first
meeting states that the officers were elected and installed. The names of
those present are given and Cerneau’s name is not among them ; heunce
the officers could not Lave been installed by him. Like the early
Councils in Massachusetts, it was formed by no other authority than
the will of those who composed it. The record shows conclusively
that it was not chartered by a Grand Council, a Supreme Council, the
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Grand Consistory or by Cerneau ; and that it was not constituted, and
that its officers were not installed, by him. :

““It has been claimed that Thomas Smith Webb and Jermy L.
Crossdreceived the degrees in it, but the name of neither appears in the
records.

. “The question now arises, ¢ Whence did Lownds obtain the Royal

Degree !’ and its answer is by no means certain. He received the In-

effable and other degrees from Jacobs, and it is quite likely that he

received from him also the Select Degree. But there is not the

%ightest evidence that I have seen that Jacobs ever had the Royal
egree.

Tt is necessary, in order to throw light upon this important question,
to recount the history of another source of the Ineffable Degrees. In
1806 Joseph Cerneau appeared in New York and commenced confer-
ring those degrees. In the fall of 1807 he organized a Grand Consis-
tory which was formally constituted in the fall of 1808, about the same
time that Jacobs organized his bodies. The consequence was that a
conflict at once arose, and several members of the Jacobs body went
over to the Cerneau body, and among them was Thomas Lownds. The
records of the Grand Consistory from 1807 to 1816 are lost. The last
time I find by the record that Lownds acted with the Jacobs (or Gour-
gas) party was November 24, 1808 ; and the first record of his acting
with Cerneau, which I have seen wae in 1812 ; but a circular issued
in 1813, says many members went over in 1809, and the received
opinion is that Lownds was among them. But this division did not
enter into the formation of Columbian Council, for Thomas Lownds,
then a leading man in the Cerneau party, and Sampson Simpson, an
equally leading man in the Gourgas party, united in founding it. But
whatever the source from which he received it, he was legally in pos-
session of it as a ¢ side degree,’ and I see no reason why he and his as-
sociates had not full power and authority to unite and form a body of
a permanent character for conferring and governing this degree. The
first organization of every degree must necessarily be voluntary, unless
some one assumes to be the source of power and grants authority,
which he possesses only by assumption.

¢ The Council was formed September 2, 1810, and commenced con-
ferring the Royal Degree ; it also conferred the Orders of ¢ Knight of
the Round Table,” ¢ Knight of the Garter,” and ¢St. George of Cappa-
docia.” But after 1811 it ceased conferring the two latter, but con-
tinued to confer the former till after 1821, upon its own members and
others, :

¢ It adopted by-laws in April, 1812, one of which provided that no
one thereafter exalted in that city, *in any clandestine way,’ should
be admitted as a visitor until he was properly healed and paid his fee.
It had already received as ‘adjoining members’ several who did not
1eceive the degrees in it, and it continued to do so, thereby recogniz-
ing the legality of degrees conferred by others, but by whom, it does
not appear in any single instance.

‘¢ On December 22, 1817, ¢ a Lodge of Super-Excellent Masters was
opened’ and the degree conferred ; it continued to confer this degree
after the Royal Degree, upon substantially all its candidates for five
years. No mention is made of the reason of conferring this degree, or
of the source whence it was obtained ; but it is introduced in the
abrupt manner above stated.

‘¢ There is no mention of the Select Degree till December 2, 1821, On
that day, the record states, ‘A communication was received from the
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Council of Select Masters informing this Council that they were will-
ing to be united and come into the Council of Royal Masters. The
question being taken it was unanimously agreed that we accept of the
proposal.’

¢* Thereupon the fee for conferring the Select Degree was fixed at
two dollars, and a committee was appointed to revise the by-laws.

¢ Four other meetings were held during the month, and at the last
¢(December 31, 1821) the degrees were conferred upon two candidates
in the following order : 1. Royal Master ; 2. Super-Excellent Master ;
3. Select Master. This is the first time the Select Degree was confer-
red in Columbian Council.

‘¢ The revised by-laws were adopted in April, 1822 ; in them the de-
grees are named in the same order ; the fees were fixed at two dollars
each for the Royal and Select, and one dollar for the Super Excellent
Degree. But in January, 1823, the Royal and Select Degrees were
conferred without mentioning the Super-Excellent; still the omission
is probably an error of the Recorder, as the candidates paid for all three
of the degrees.

¢ The origin of this Council of Select Masters has not been known
with any degree of certainty. Bate, in his History, says ¢ the Council
of Select Masters of New York, whose members were healed and came
into the Council of Royal Masters, under one jurisdiction, owed its
origin to Philip P. Eckel and Hezckiah Niles, of Baltimore, Maryland,
who received their authority, primarily, from the representative or
representatives of the Grand Consistory at Berlin, and was established
at the city of New York in 1820.’

‘“ But there is a fly-leaf attached to the records of Columbian Coun-
cil, at the minutes of the meeting of December 2, 1821, purporting to
be the minutes of the Select Masters’ Council at a meeting held No-
vember 25, 1821. I am informed that these minutes are in the hand-
writing of Thomas Slade, the Recorder, for the two previous years,
of the Council of Royal Masters. At this meeting Thomas Lownds
presided, and ¢ opened the degree of Select Masters, or twenty-seven.’
The names of those present are not given. The degree was conferred
on ten well-known and old (nearly all of them) members of the Royal
Masters’ Council, among whom was Thomas Slade, the Recorder.
Afterwards, in Columbian Council, the Select Degree was conferred on
others of its old members. It is not probable that Thomas Lownds
was ‘ healed ’ in the Council founded by himself, so that the ¢healing’
part of Companion Bate’s statement must be erroneous.

““ T have elsewhere seen it stated that the Select Council was formed
by Cross ; but, from the record already referred to, it is evident that
it was a voluntary body, composed of members of Columbian Council,
and formed with the very purpose of adding the Select Degree to those
already conferred by it. Cross mentions no such Council in his pub-
lished list. The record referred to is the only one of which, so far as
I am informed, there is any knowledge. It shows upon its face that
Lownds assembled ten of his Companions and conferred the degree
upon them. The facts, also, that no other proceedings than the votes
referred to, took place in order to unite the Councils, and that this
record was pasted into the minute book of Columbian Council, and
was made by the Recorder of that Council, shows that the Select
Council was composed of the same members as the Royal, and was
an ephemeral body.
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¢ When the revised by-laws were adopted, it was voted that they be
. presented to each member for his signature, and that those declining
to sign should ‘no longer be considered members.’

‘“ The blank pages in these records, as well as the records themselves,
show that there was a failure to record the minutes of many meetings.
This is a source of regret ; but the value and authority of the minutes
that were entered are in no degree diminished.

¢“On January 18, 1823, Columbian Council adopted a resolution,
looking to the formation of a Grand Council for the State, and one
was formed on the 25th of the same month. But Connecticut had
founded one in 1819, Virginia in 1820, and North Carolina in 1822.
So that while Columbian Council was ¢ pursuing the even tenor of her
way,’ the degrees were disseminated, Councils were formed, and Grand
Councils organized under other authority.”

This sketch would not be complete without the history of
the organization of the other bodies.

Brother Drummond continues with a history of the pro-
ceedings of Jeremy L. Cross and those authorized by him ;
but the discovery of important documents led him to re-
write it, as given in the next chapter.




CHAPTER VI.

Cross’ CLaiMs —WHAT CrypTic MASONRY OWES TO. HIV — How HE
WENT ABOUT HIS WORK—WHAT HE DID AND THE AUTHORITY BY
WHICH HE ACTED. .

(JRHATEVER may have been the origin of these
Y degrees, it is very certain that their general dis-
/< semination and the origin of the Grand Council
system are due very largely to Jeremy L. Cross.
Of him and his acts Brother Drummond says :

He was made a Royal Arch Mason in Champlain Chap-
ter, No. 2, at St. Albans, Vermont, July 11, 1815, while
engaged in “lecturing the lodges ” in that State. Accord-
ing to his statement, made at the time, he remained in Ver-
mont until the next spring, and then went to Providence,
R.I, arriving there May 20, 1816; he remained there to
“ perfect ” himself “in the Royal Arch Degrees,” and from
there went to New York to attend the meeting of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter; thence he went to Philadelphia with
Companions Webb, Fowle and Snow, who went there to
effect a union between the Grand Encampment of Pennsyl-
vania and the one they had just formed. Cross was there
June 22, but being refused permission to lecture the lodges,
he went to New Jersey and Delaware, and finally arrived
at Baltimore in the early part of August. In a letter from
Philadelphia, he says he tried to impress upon the Grand
Master the necessity of the Mark and Most Excellent Mas-
ter’s degrees, and that the Grand Master told him that he
knew there was a void shown from the Master to the Arch,
and to fill up the vacuum they had substituted the Royal
Master.

He remained in Baltimore a week, and received the Select
Degree from Philip P. Eckel and Hezekiah Niles, with
authority to confer it. He then started out on a tour
through Western Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Mississippi
and Louisiana, and thence back to Baltimore, where he ar-
rived May 16, 1817 (I have been able to trace his course
minutely from the dates of his letters). He remained some

31




32 CRYPT1C MASONRY.

time in Kentucky, and (as he says) visited all the principa’
lodges in the State.

From Baltimore he went North ; among his papers found
after his death was one in his own handwriting, endorsed,
“Copy of a letter to P. P. Eckel, Baltimore, Md.:” this I
examined personally, and had a copy of it made, which I
compared with the original ; it was dated Haverhill, N.H.,
July 17,1817 it i3 so important that I give an extract
from it verbatim :

¢ DeArR FRIEND AND COMPANION :

¢ After taking leave of your social society T repaired to New Castle,
where I met with a warm reception, and deviated so far from my stip-
ulation as to confer the Select degree on Comps. Hamblen, Reed and
Craw. The inducement that led me to do it was, their noted respect-
ability and influence they have in the Masonic institution might tend
to the general good. They have not their constitutional No. to confer
the degree, so they will have to apply to you for further information.
I made but a short tarry at Wilmington and Philadelphia, and stopped
a few days in New York. I found they had a Grand Council of Select
Masons there, and that they granted warrants to others for conferting
the degree.

‘I made no further tarry till I arrived at Windsor, Vt., where I
established a Council of Select Masons. They finding that the degree
was full of information, and that it could not be given antecedent to
that of the R. Arch, wished for a warrant' to empower them to confer
it, upon which I granted them one in the words following, viz.:

“To all ete. . By the High Power in me vested
by the Thrice Illustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of
Select at Baltimore, etc., till revoked by the Grand Puissant, etec., I
wish you to write me at this place by the next mail respecting my
granting warrants, and if approving grant me that power, signing your
name as Thrice [llustrious and Puissant in the Grand C)uncil at Bal-
timore, for 1 do not know why the Grand Council at Baltimore have
not as good a right to grant warrants as the one at New York, which
must be self-created.

‘¢ There are nine Chapters in Connecticut, a8 many in Vermont, and
four in this State, bésides those in Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
at each of which places I could establish the degree were I permitted
to grant them a warrant. There are so many of those little degrees
that are given by any one and in any place which are of no conse-
quence that they will have but little confidence in this, unless it has
the appearance of some kind of sanction, and I think those who do re-
ceive it would not make sufficient application to perfect themselves in
the history, work, and lectures, unless there was an inducement held
out of an office in the Council. However, you and Companion Niles
will best know what will be best for its general diffusion and utility,
and inform me accordingly.”

This statement that there was a Grand Council of Select
Masons in New York is erroneous; there was then a Coun-
cil of Royal Masters in that city, which called itself a Grand
Council, and was approving, if not authorizing, the forma-
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tion of other Councils of the same character. However, the
idea of granting warrants was suggested to Cross, and he at
once urged Eckel and Niles to issue them, and grant autho-
rity to him to do so also.

What reply they made to his request, ifany, is not known,
but among the papers of Cross was found a document of
which the following is a copy :—

“To all Whom it may Concern.

“Imprest with a perfect conviction that the knowledge of the mister-
ies of the degree of Royal Arch are eminently promoted by a know-
ledge of those revealed in the Council of Select Masons ; and Whereas
the said degree of Select is not so extensively known as its wants and
the good of the Craft require—

‘¢ Therefore Know ye: That reposing especial confidence in my be-
loved and trusty Companion Jeremy L. Cross, [ do hereby, by the
high powers in me vested, authorize and empower him to confer the
said degree, as follows, viz : In any place where a regular Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons is established, the officers or members approving,
he may confer said degree according to its rules and regulations, but
- only on Royal Arch Masons who have taken all the preceding degrees,
as is required by the General Grand Chapter. When a competent
number of ‘Select Masons are thus made, he may grant them a Warrant
to open a Council of Select, and confer the degree, and do all other
business appertaining thereto.

*¢ Given under my hand and seal at Baltimore the 27th day of May,
A.D. 1817, and in the year of the Dis. 2817.

¢ PriLip P. EckeL.
“ Thrice Illustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand Council of Select
at Baltimore, and approved as G. G. Scribe.
¢ Approved and attested as lll. in the G. Council.
‘¢ H. NiLEs,”

I have no doubt that this was not genuine, for the fol-
lowing reasons :

1. T had the original, and submitted it to experts in hand-
writing, and every one of them pronounced the signatures
to be simulated and not genuine.

2. I compared the names of Eckel and Niles with undoubt-
ed genuine signatures of theirs, made about the same time,
and the contrast was very great; instead of the bold and
firm business hand of the originals, the names to the docu-
ments were in that peculiar shaky or trembling style which
indicates a laboured attempt to imitate a signature.

3. Ihad the document photographed, and sent it to numer-
ous brethren, and, so far as I heard, all, with one exception
(Bro. Singleton, of Washington), pronounced the signatures
to be spurious

4. The body of the document was in the well-known
handwriting of Cross, and in his style ; neither Eckel nor

¢
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Niles would have written or signed so important a docu-
ment, written in such a style, and containing such ortho-
graphical and grammatical errors.

5. That it was not prepared at the time of its date is evi-
dent from the letter which I have above given.

6. The contemporaries of Eckel and Niles denied em-
phatically that such authority was ever given, and their
statement was sent all over the country, and was published
or noticed in the Proceedings of the Grand Chapters, includ-
ing that of the State in which Cross had lived, and that of
the State in which he then lived, and he made no denial,
express or implied, till more than twenty-five years after-
wards ; and all that was done then was to say that he re-
ceived a warrant from Eckel and Niles to confer the degrees
and grant warrants to Councils. Is it credible that, if this
document had been genuine, he would not have produced
it when he was so gravely accused ?

The charge was that Cross perverted for sordid purposes,
the limited authority given to him, by the creation of an in-
dependent Order, never contemplated by those who gave
him the authority ; and it was endorsed by the Grand Char-
ter of Maryland. Besides Eckel was then living, and un-
doubtedly the circular was sanctioned by him ; the qualified
denial was made only after he and his contemporaries were
dead. The silence of Cross was a confession.

But decisive proof that this document was spurious is
found by comparing it with the document lately discovered
by Companion Schultz, signed by Eckel and Niles. The
latter expressly allows the degree to be conferred on Mark
Masters who have passed the Chair; but Cross limits it to
Royal Arch Masons. It is well known that Eckel and Niles
held that it should be conferred before the Royal Arch, and
following their instructions, the Grand Chapter of Maryland
so conferred it until it was surrendered to the Council, and
the Grand Chapter of Virginia so confers it to this day.
With such views, of course, Eckel and Niles could never
have granted authority to confer it “only on Royal Arch
Masons who have taken all the preceding degrees, as is re-
quired by the General Grand Chapter.” But without such
limitation Cross could not form independent bodies; and
the charge of Stapleton, the contemporary and co-worker
with Eckel, that Cross did this for sordid motives, is well
established.

The report, however, that Cross was expelled by the
Grand Chapter of Maryland has no foundation in fact.



THE QUESTION OF THEIR LEGALITY 36

As he was not a member of a Chapter in Maryland, and
never exercised his alleged powers in that State, that Grand
Chapter had no jurisdiction over him; and, moreover, the
offence with which he was charged was no offence against
that body, for what he did was done between 1817 and
1822, and the Grand Chapter of Maryland did not formally
assume jurisdiction over the Select Degree till 1824. I
have examined the complete printed record of that Grand
Chapter, and no such action is recorded.

But Cross really had as much right to grant warrants as
either Eckel or Niles. The degrees were “side degrees,”
which any possessors of them might properly confer, and
they could unite and form a body for that purpose. One
possessor of a “side degree” has as much right of control
over it as any other possessor, and it is only when it is
organized and the right of control vested in a governing
body or bodies that the possessors of such a degree lose
the right of disseminating it. Cross’ method was prefer-
able to the voluntary method, as it insured uniformity of
organization.

The first permanent body of Select Masters was the
Council formed by Cross at Windsor, Vermont, July 5, 1817,

- as stated in his letter to Eckel dated the 7th of the same
month. On August 14,1817, he formed another at Brad-
ford, Vermont. He chartered another at Hopkinton, N.H.,
August 19, 1817 ; where there had been a Council of Royal
Masters since August 5, 1815. The Council which Cross
warranted was not organized until 1819. They worked
nearly three years as distinet bodies, and then were consoli-
dated into a Council of Royal and Select Masters.

In September of the same year (1817) Cross started on a
trip through New Jersey, Delaware, and Virginia, slgending
a few days in Baltimore, and calling on Eckel and Niles.

While at Philadelphia, he sent warrants to four places in
which he had conferred the degrees the year before, dating
each warrant (according to the list he afterwards published)
back to the time when he conferred the degrees.

The following is a paper endorsed by him :

“Copy of a Letter to Companions Doctor James More, Shelbyville,
Kentucky ; Fielding Bradford, Lexington, Kentucky, Doctor
Henry Tooley, Nalchez, Miss. : and in part to Davis Embre, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio.

¢ PHILADELPHIA.

“ WortHY CoMPANION,—I here send you erclosed a warrant for
holding a Council of Select Mastors, alzo a short account of the regu-



36 CRYPTIC MASONRY.

lations, officers’ dress, and stations of said degree. Form of a Council
of Select Masters represents King Solomon’s most private room.

¢¢ The first officer is the Thrice Illustrious Grand Master, represent-
ing King Solomon. The second is the Deputy Illustrious Grand Mas-
ter, representing Hiram, King of Tyre. The third is the Principal
Conductor of the Work, representing Hiram Abiff. The fourth,
Treasurer ; fifth, Secretary ; sixth is the Captain of the Guards,
representing Adoniram ; and the seventh is Grand Steward and Tyler.
The first officer is dressed in a royal robe of purple, with a crown on
the head and sceptre in his hand, seated in the East behind a triangu-
lar pedestal covered with crimson with a golden triangle thereon. The
second officer seated on the right ; dress, etc., as the first officer,
The third officer is dressed in a royal robe of yellow, with a turban
on his head, holding a hammer and trowel, seated on the left, behind,
etc., as the other two officers. The sixth officer is seated in the West,
with a drawn sword. All the officers and members wear a trowel sus-
pended to a ribbon round the neck, numbered according to their rank.
There cannot be but 27 employed at the reception of a candidate ; if
any more they must sit as visitors. And the fees for conferring the
degree is not to be less than two dollars, which goes to the fund of
your Council.

‘I have nominated the three first officers, which you can alter at
your next election ; and it will be well enough for you to draft your-
selves a code of by-laws for the government of said Council, also
regulating your fees 8o as not to be less than is here stated.

¢ I am now bound to Virginia, and shall calculate to be at Richmond
by the first of December, and | wish some one of you to answer this
and write me whether the lectures on the three first degrees were -
adopted or not, and direct it to Richmond, Va. Be good enough to
write as soon a8 you receive this. '

“ Give my love to all the Craft, and enquiring friends. Accept the
same yourself.

‘¢ Yours fraternally,
“J. L. C.”

¢ Give the No. of Councils which I have established, and the rest,
in the U. 8.”

But no organization was ever effected under any of these
charters,

Cross, in like manner, in May, 1818, sent a warrant for a
Select Council in Boston, to Henry Fowle, but there was
already a voluntary Council of Royal Masters at Boston,
and no organization was ever effected under the warrant of
Cross. The following is an extract from the letter of trans-
mittal :

¢ SPRINGFIELD, Mass., May 27th, 1818,

¢« WorTHY COMPANION,—After taking leave of my friends in Boston
last fall, I started on south and lectured considerable in New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia ; established a number of Councils
of Select Masters. I met with a warm reception and all well pleased
with the lectures. While at Washington, D.C., I received an appoint-
ment as Grand Visitor by the Grand Chapter of Connecticut to visit
the several Chapters in said State which are seventeen in all.



WARRANT ISSUED BY CROSS. 37

¢1 commenced the first of February, and it has kept me busy ever
since till within a week past when there was a meeting of the Grand
Lodge and Chapter. . . . . - . . . .

‘‘ While at Hartford T had a call to visit the Chapter in the place
and assist them in the mode of work. I have been here a few days
and have got them to work very correct. 1 also recommended to
them, if possible, to get you to come and install them, which they
will probably endeavour to do. I find it to be a very respectable
Chapter indeed.

‘I have also established a council of Select Masters in this place
and six in Connecticut. T shall here send you enclosed a warrant for
your Council in Boston, as I have given one to all the rest which I
have established and you know that no degree looks legal without one.
I have inserted your name as the first officer, leaving you to insert
the other two. I have also dated it at the time it was established, so
as to make all legal should you have made any ; those Councils which
I have established have given me $20, whereas I present your Coun-
cil with this and leave the compensation with them, as I am desirous
that no Council should work without one.

¢¢ Please to write me at Hartford,

¢ Mr. HeNrY FowLg, Boston,
¢ In the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.”

Cross was in New Jersey in the latter part of September,
where he formed one Council ; he spent October and a part
of November in Delaware, where he organized three Coun-
cils; he then went to Virginia and remained till early in
January, forming two Councils; he then returned to Con-
necticut, where, before the first of May, he had formed seven
Councils. He gave a warrant, May 27th, 1818, for a Coun-
cil at Springfield, Mass., and during the autumn he organized
three others in Connecticut. In the meantime, John H.
Cotton, by authority of Cross, had established seven other
Councils in Vermont.

I have seen copies of many of these Charters and they
purported in terms to be Councils of Select Masters, and to
authorize the conferring of the Select Degree only. In
some of the Councils thus created, the Royal Degree was
not conferred for several years afterwards.

But some time in the year 1818, probably in January,
Cross obtained the Royal Degree and soon conceived the
idea of uniting the two in one. On March 21st, 1818,
Cross says in his diary that he and Comp. Hosmer called on
Comp. Stow at Middleton, Conn., and “conferred on him
two degrees, Royal and Select Master.” On May 15, 1818,
a committee of Boston Council reported “that it is expedi-
ent to cultivate in this Council the degrees of R. Master, S.
E. Master, S. Master of 27 and K. of Round Table;” but
the Select Degrees were not conferred till May 19, 1819,
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and then they were not conferred as part of a system, but
as independent degrees.

When Benjamin Gleason formed Salem Council of Royal
Masters, at Salem, Mass,, on June 3rd, 1818, after conferring
the Royal Degree and organizing the Council he communi-
cated to all present the following degrees, viz.: Select Masons
of Twenty-Seven, Knight of the Round Table, and Super-
Excellent Master. But they were conferred as “side degrees,”
and not as a system. ’

1 have caused the early records of a number of the Coun-
cils warranted by Cross to be examined with a view of as-
certaining the earliest date of the conferring of the Royal
Degree by Cross. I find that New Haven Council, No. 10,
was organized Oct. 16, 1818, by Cross in person, when four
Companions “were admitted Select Masters in due form
with the preparatory degree of Royal Master.” According
to the record Cross was paid $20 for organizing the Council.
He was present at several meetings during the following
winter, and the Royal Degree was culled “the preparatory
degree,” until April 16, 1819, when the word “ preparatory ”
was dropped. As Cross acted as a member of this Council
during this time, its action has the more significance.

Action was taken in October, 1818, looking to the forma-
tion of a Grand Council, and on May 19, 1819, the Grand
Council of Select Masters of the State of Connecticut was.
formed, the first Grand body of the Rite that ever existed.
The constitution authorized the Councils to confer “ the de-
gree of Royal and Select Master.” Whether the use of the
word “ degree ” (in the singular number) was intended or not,
cannot now be determined, but the plural number was used
shortly afterwards. It is certain that between May, 1818,
and August, 1819, Cross perfected his system for organizing
Councils of Royal and Select Masters, and in the latter part
of the summer of 1819, commenced issuing warrants for such
Councils. In the summer of 1819, he published a pamphlet
which has no title page or date of publication, but Cross
mentions it in a letter to John Harris, written in August,
1819. It contains a “certificate,” of which the followir?g is

a copy:

¢¢ I hereby certify that, having been duly authorized by the Grand
Council of the State of Maryland, held in the city of Baltimore to es-
tablish and organize Councils of Select Masters in any State of the
United States, where there was not already a Grand Council formed, [
have by the high powers in me vested by the aforesaid Grand Council
established the following Councils of Select Masters, and granted them
a warrant of Constitution.

‘‘Jeremy L. Cross, D.G.P.»
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Then follows a list of thirty-three Councils, the date when
“ established,” and the names of the three first officers. At
least five of them existed only on paper, and seven were
established by John H. Cotton, claiming to be “Acting
D.G.P.” and spoken of by Cross in this pamphlet as his
“proxy.” He does not give a copy of his authority in this
pamphlet, as he naturally would have done if he really had
any written authorization.

It has been assumed by one author that these thirty-three
were all that Cross established ; but the assumption is erro-
neous. Cross continued to establish councils personally and
by his “proxies,” James Cushman, Walter Janes, and others,
John Barker received the degrees in New Haven Council.
Whether he was the same John Barkerwho, as the agent of
the Southern Supreme Council, afterwards formed Councils
of Royal and Select Masters in Ohio, Kentucky and other
States, I cannot tell, but as the form of the warrant, which
he gave, follows the language almost exactly of those of
Cross, substituting Supreme Council, ete., for Grand Council
of Maryland, I feel very sure that he studied under Cross,
and it is very probable that he is the one who received the
degrees in the Council of which Cross was a member.

When the Grand Chapter of Maryland assumed jurisdie-
tion over the Select Degree, in 1824, there were in existence
Grand Councils in Connecticut, New York, New Hampshire,
North Carolina, Virginia, and probably Vermont, as one
was organized in 1821. Under the jurisdiction of these
Grand Councils were over sixty subordinates; the degrees
were being disseminated under the anthority of these bodies,
as well as under the authority of the Southern Supreme
Council. Within three years after 1824, Grand Councils
were formed in Georgia, Kentucky, and Massachusetts ; but
four of those organized before 1828 went down in the anti-
Masonic storm that swept over the United States, and yet
the Council system was firmly established. Cross was the
author of this system beyond question. He took two side
degrees which from their very nature cannot be under the
exclusive control of any one, and organized them into a sys-
tem as regular as the lodge or chapter system.

Barker, adopting the system of Cross, but hailing under
the Southern Supreme Council, disseminated the degrees in
the South and West nearly as extensively as did Crossin the
North and East. Barker signed his warrants, adding to his
name “ K. H, S. P. R. S,, Sovereign Grand Inspector-General
33°, and agent for the Supreme Council of the United States
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of America.” That he had any specific authority from that
Supreme Council, I have never seen any evidence, and I do
not believe. While Cross signed as “ Deputy Grand Puis-
sant” of the Grand Council of Maryland, and Barker as agent
of the Supreme Council, neither of them had any authority
to form Councils other than that inherent in themselves as
})ossessors of the degrees ; but that was amply sufficient. As

have already said, a “side degree” is a degree not under
the control of any governing body, and any one possessor of
it has as much control over it as any other possessor, and
until its possessors organize it, a discussion of whether a
possessor of it has received authority to confer it seems to
me to beabsurd. In 1824 the vast body of the possessors of it
had assented to and adopted the Council system proposed by
Cross; a very small fraction of them in Maryland desired to
turn the Select Degree over to the Chapter; the former in-
sisted that the degrees should be conferred only on Royal
Arch Masons; the latter insisted that they should precede
the Royal Arch; this difference was a grave one, so grave as
to prevent the recognition by the former of those made by
the latter ; it was a case in which the small minority must
yield to the great majority or go to the wall.

In 1827, when the question was first raised as to the sys-
temn to be adopted, the predominance in favour of the Coun-
cil system was still more decisive, and the decision of every
jurisdiction which acted upon the matter, was against the
Maryland proposition. Fourteen years later, the Grand
Council of Virginia, relying upon the statement of the
Grand Chapter of Maryland, and evidently in utter ignor-
ance of the true history of the degrees, surrendered them
to the chapters. In 1864 Texas surrendered the degrees, not
to the chapters to be a part of the chapter system, but to
councils appurtenant to the chapters. Within a few years
Mississippi undertook to do the same thing: the result of
that effort was the combination of the Grand Councilsin a
General Grand Council. It is manifest to me that if the
national organization had been organized in 1820, so that
the Cryptic Masons throughout the country would have had
communication with each other, and learned the real history
of the degrees, the attempt to turn them over to the chap-
ters would never have been made. As it is, the Council
system is more firmly established than ever before in the
history of the Rite.



CHAPTER VIL

THE ORIGIN AND AUTHENTICITY OF THE CRrYPTIC DEGREES DISCUSSED
BY ALBERT PIKE—AN ExHAUsSrivE REPORT To THE GRAND
CHAPTER OF ARKANSAS,

N the year 1852 the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, at
its annual convocation, had its attention drawn
in the address of the Grand High Priest, to the
conflicting statements in connection with the ori-
gin of the Royal and Select Degrees, the power

of Chapters to confer, and the claim made by Grand Chap-
ters over these degrees. The subject being a complex one
requiring research and study, was placed in the hands of
Most Excellent Companion Albert Pike, the Chairman of
the Committee on Masonic Law and Usage. His efforts are
contained in a most exhaustive report, which was presented
in 1853 to the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, printed as an
appendix to the proceedings of that body in the year named.
The document itself is rare and has long since passed out of
print. Through, however, the courtesy of Most Excellent
Companion 8. Stacker Williams, of Newark, Ohio, I am
favoured with a copy, and as it is a valuable addition to
Masonic literature, especially to those interested in not only
Cryptic work but also to the Capitular student, I have re-
roduced it as given in the original, confident that its pub-
ication will be received with pleasure.

¢ To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, King and Scribe of the Most
Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Arkansas,

¢“ At the last annual Convocation of the Most Excellent Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Arkansas it was ordered that so much of the
communication of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest to that Con-
vocation, as suggested action on the part of the Grand Chapter, should
be referred to the Committee on Masonic Law and Usage, with in-
structions to report at the next annual Convocation.

* Three questions only seem to the committee to be suggested by the
communication referred to for the action of the Grand Chapter ; and
unfortunately each is of importance, and owing to the conflicting au-
thorities of doubtful solution.

““ The first is a8 to the jurisdiction and power of Chapters and Grand
Chapters to confer the degrees of Royal and Select Master. It is true
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that the late Most Excellent Grand High Priest suggests the question
as to the existence of this power in Grand Chapters, and that only in
States where Grand Councils do not exist. But the claim to jurisdic-
tion is by far more extensive. It is, as put forward by high authority
elsewhere, that all the Chapters have the right to confer these degrees
as preparatory to the degree of the Royal Arch without regard to the
existence of Councils and Grand Councils within their jurisdiction.

‘¢ Since the last annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter two
Councils of Royal and Select Masters have been established in this
State by direct authority from the Supreme Council of the 33rd degree,
for the Southern jurisdiction of the United States, sitting at Charles-
ton ; and those Councils and their members do and will refuse to re-
cognize as regular Royal and Select Masters such as have received
these degrees in a Chapter only. This question, therefore, has now be-
come of practical importance within this jurisdiction ; and according
as the right may be, the jurisdiction to confer these degrees should at
once and explicitly be claimed or disclaimed by this Grand Chapter
for itself or its subordinates.

¢ Your committee think it much to be regretted that jurisdiction to
confer these degrees is still claimed by Chapter Masonry. There is
not the slightest probability that the Grand Councils of Royal and Se-
lect Masters, existing in several of the States, or the Supreme Coun-
cils of the 33rd Degree at Charleston and Boston, will ever relinquish
these degrees to the Chapters or Grand Chapters; and even if the juris-
diction did more properly belong to the Chapters, and was usurped on
the part of the other bodies, union and harmony are so important that
it would be far better for the Chapters to yield up and concede the
power than to create continued dispute and dissension by irritating
claims to a jurisdiction which never can be exclusive in them, and
ought not to be concurrent for obvious considerations. The Scotch
Rite, numbering the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and
Master Mason as the three first of its 33rd degree, and undoubtedly
entitled to confer them, has, for the sake of harmony, relinquished
them altogether to the York Rite ; and though it does not confer them
it requires them to be obtained in a York Lodge before a candidate
can receive any of the degrees which it still confers.

*‘But your committee are perfectly satisfied that the Chapters have
no valid claim to the jurisdiction. There is really little doubt as to
the true origin of the Royal Arch Degree. Dr. Oliver, in a work of
profound researcii, though containing many extravagant claims and
absurd pretensions, says that ¢ there exists sufficient evidence to dis-
approve all conjectures as to an early origin of this degree, and to
fix the era of its introduction to a period which is coeval with the
memorable schism among the English Masons about the middle of
the last century.” He means, as others have alleged, that it was ine
vented by Dermott. And Companion Mackey, of South Carolina,
the fulness and accuracy of whose Masonic learning is well known,
says in his Lexicon, It seems to me, as the result of a careful exami-
nation of the evidence adduced, that before the year 1740 the essential
element of the Royal Arch constituted a part of the third degree, and
that about that year it was severed from that degree and tranferred
to another by the schismatic body calling itself the Grand Lodge of
England according to the old constitntions.” (Mackey’s Lexicon,
p. 433.)
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‘ Dr. Oliver altogether denies that the Royal Arch is a separate de-
gree at all. He says that he is persuaded ‘that the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation, which was formed of the Most Eminent Masons from both
the ancient and modern parties at the union, assisted by experienced
Scotch and Irish brethren, decided right when they pronounced that
pure ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more, viz.,
those of the entered apprentice, the Fellow Craft and Master Mason,
including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.” 2. Landm.,
467, 468. Articles of union 11. The union took place in 1813.

‘“ And he adds in a note : ¢ The Royal Arch is evidently, therefore,
to be considered a completion of the third degree, which indeed ap-
pears broken and imperfect without it, and originally was conferred
complete at one time, in the Grand Lodge only ; for private lodges
previous to the year 1725 were not authorized to raise a Master Mason.”
In the ancient rules of the Grand Lodge we find in Article X. that
“ Apprentices must be admitted Fellow Crafts and Masters only here
(Grand Lodge), unless by a dispensation from the Grand Master.’
It is uncertain when this division of this degree took place; but
there is presumptive evidence to prove that the Royal Arch was in-
stituted after the revival in 1717, and that it was in existence in the
year 1730. When the French imported Freemasonry from this coun-
try in 1725, the Master Mason’s Degree was evidently perfect ; for I
have before me a French floor cloth or tracing-board, which contains
the true Master’s Word, as it was used by the French of that period.”
(I. D. 468, N. 13.)

‘¢ Our brethren of the eighteenth century seldom advanced beyond
the first degree. Few were passed, and fewer still were raised to the
third. (2 Oliver’s Landmarks, 236, N. 75.)

‘“The Master’s Degree was then far less comprehensive than it is
at present. The third lecture consisted of only seven questions.
(I. D. N. 75-77.) The truth is considered by high authority to be
that the whole second or Elu part of degree was borrowed afterwards
from the Scottish Rite. .

¢ Lawrence Dermott claims to have proved the existence of the
Royal Arch Degree prior to 1744. There is certainly no authentic
proof of its existence much before that time. It was then conferred
only on actual Past Masters. Dermott, after some remarks on the
conduct of certain brothers who were dissatisfied at not having been
admitted to the Royal Arch, says, ‘To this I will add the opinion of
our Worshipful Drother, Dr. Fitfield D’Assigney, printed in the year
1744 : Some of the fraternity,’ says he, ‘ have expressed an uneasi-
ness at the Royal Arch being kept a secret from them, since they
have already passed through the usual degrees of probation; but I
cannot help being of opinion that they have no right to any such
benefit until they make a proper application, and are received with
due formality as having passed the chair, and given undeniable proofs
‘of their skill.” (2 Oliver’s Landmarks, 246, N. 3.)

¢ The Ruyal Order of Scotch Masonry takes no notice of the Scotch
Royal Arch Degrees, which are a mere sequel to the Master Mason’s De-
gree, and hence it is concluded that they were not in existence when
the Royal Order was established. (L. D., 14, N. 37.)

‘“The Master’s Degree in the early part of the last century was not
conferred indiscriminately as it is now. By the old charges it was
only necessary that a brother should be a Fellow Craft to he eligible
to the office of Warden or Master, and this degree qualified a
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noble brother for the Grand Mastership of England. Indeed no one
was called a Master Mason until he had become Master of his Lodge.
A Fellow Craft, and even an Entered Apprentice, could offer his opin-
ion in Grand Lodge, and consequently possessed a vote. A brother
could enjoly all the privileges of the Craft without being a Master
Mason. (I. D., 5, N. 6.)

‘“ When Chapters, independent of lodges, were first established, is a
different matter. Some authorities say that Chapters were first estab-
lished in America, in 1764 ; some say not until 1770 or 1777. Itis
certain that until 1797 there was no organization of Grand Chapters in
the United States. Prior to that time Chapters were held under the
authority of a Master’s warrant, although the consent of a neighbour-
in% Chapter was generally held expedient. In 1797 a convention of
delegates from several Chapters in the Northern States, held under
Masters’ warrants, met at Boston, denied the power of any Grand
Lodge to exercise authority over Royal Arch Masons, and declared it
expedient to establish a Grand Chapter ; and in 1798 one was accord-
ingly organized at Hartford.

‘“ The history of this is thus stated by the Committee on Foreign
Correspondence of the Grand Chapter ot New York, in their report in
February, 1853 :

¢“¢The jurisdictions which originally united in the formation of a
General Grand Chapter were New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Vermont and New York. According to our in-
formation of the subject, delegates from all the Chapters of these
States, except two or three, assembled in convention at Hartford on
the fourth Wednesday in January, 1798, and formed a constitution for
the government of Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges of Mark Masters,
Past Masters and Most Excellent Masters throughout the said States.’
This we believe to have been the first Graud Chapter constitutionally
adopted in the United States, except it may be the one adopted in
Pennsylvania nearly contemporaneously. Indeed, we have it upon
the authority of Grand Master Webb, that ¢ until the year 1797 no
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was organized in America.
Previously to this })eriod a competent number of companions of that
degree, possessed of sufficient abilities, under the sanction of a Master’s
warrant, proceeded to exercise the rights and privileges of Royal
Arch Chapters whenever they thought it expedient and proper.’ (Pro-
ceedings N. Y. Grand Chapter, 75, 76).

¢“ We find nowhere any hint that the degrees of Royal and Select
Master were ever conferred in England, Scotland, or Ireland as pre-
paratory to that of Royal Arch. Certainly they never were conferred
in Lodges or in the Grand Lodge when the Royal Arch was conferred
there. If they were not then a part of, or preparatory to, that degree
how have they now become so ?

‘“ In the year 1828 the Grand Chapter of South Carolina received a
communication from the Grand Chapters of Maryland, suggesting the
propriety of the several Grand Chapters in the United States assuming
Jjurisdiction over the degrees of Royal and Select Master. The matter
was referred to a committee, who reported on the 26th of February,
1829, and their report was unanimously adopted by the Grand Chapter.

¢ That committee, after extensive and careful investigation, reported
that in February, 1783, Dr. Dalcho and many others received those
degrees in Charleston in the Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection, then
established in that city. That when the Grand Council of Princes of



THE RESULT OF CAREFUL INVESTIGATION. 45

Jerusalem was established in Charleston on the 20th of February,
1788, Joseph Myers, one of the Deputy-Inspectors who established it,
deposited in the archives certified copies of the degrees of Royal and
Select Masters, from Berlin, in Prussia, to serve for the future guid-
ance and government of that new body. That from 1788 the Grand
Officers and Supreme Council of Inspectors-General at Charleston, had
been steadily in the habit of conferring these degrees; and in 1828
numbers of Councils of Select Masters were acting under their author-
ity in the Southern and Western States. The committee had seen and
perused the first copy of those degrees that ever came to America,and
old cupies of Charters that had %:en returned by Councils in States
where Grand Councils had been formed and ( harters obtained from
such Grand Councils. Andthecommittee reported that these degrees had
then been under a regular and independent Masonic protection and
authority for more than forty-six years, and were so circumstanced in the
United States at a period long prior to the establishment of Grand or
General Grand Royal Arch Chapters, or even of Chapters of Royal
Arch Masons in any part of the world ; and that the Grand Chapter of
South Carolina ought to avoid all collision with contemporary Masonic
jurisdictions regularly established and much longer in existence than
their own, and so reported a formal resolution (which the Grand Chap-
ter unanimously adopted) that it was ‘improper and inexpedient to
assume a jurisdiction ovcr the said degrees, and thus to interfere with
the rights and privileges of onr brethren in another and higher order
of Freemusonry.” (8. 0. and West Masonic Miscellany, 1853, p. p.
116 to 118.)

‘“The Royal Arch in England at this day is practised as a fourth
degree, and the possession of the Past Mastership is not, as it is in this
country, considered a necessary qualification for exaltation. Any wore
thy Master Mason is there considered eligible to receive the honours
of the Royal Arch. It is not there considered ¢ as essentially a degree
but the perfection for the third.” (I. D., 433. Freemason’s Quarterly
Review, 1843, p. 464.)

¢ In Ireland, the Royal Arch differs materially from the degree in
England and America. The system there consists of three degrees, the
Excellent, Super-Excellent and Royal Arch ; and the past Master’s
Degree is indispensable for exaltation.

‘¢ Neither in England nor in Irelsnd does the Royal Arch Degree
correspond with ours. In England, Ezra and Nehemiah are intro-
duced as the companions of the three principal officers, which is a sin-
gular anachronism. In Ireland the Excellent and Super-Excellent
refer to events connected with the legation of Moses, and the Royal
Arch to 2nd Chronicles, chapter xxxiv., and expressly to the 14th
verse: ‘ And when they brought out the money that wae brought into
the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the Priest found a Book of the Law of
the Lord given by Moses.” The date of the degree is therefore 624
B. C., or ninety years earlier than ours. (Mackey’s Lexicon, 434.)

¢¢ In Scotland the era of the Legion is the same as here, but the or-
ganization of the system is different. The Mark and Past Master,
which are called ¢ Chair-Master’s Degrees’, are indispensable qualifi-
cations, and after these candidates receive two others, Excellent and
Super-Excellent, as preparatory to the Royal Arch. Chapters in Scot-
land also confer on Royal Arch Masons the Degrees of Royal Ark
Mariners and Red Cross Knight, the latter receiving from them the
name of ¢ Babylonish Pass.” The Scotch Masons contend that the Royal
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Arch with its subsidiary degrees constitutes a part of Templar Masonry.
(L. D., 434, General Regulations for the Government of the Order of
Royal Arch Masons in Scotland, Edinburgh, 1845.)

‘“ Now the truth of these facts does not depend on hearsay or tradi-
tion. They are not to be denied, least of all by Masons, unless they
are willing to shake the foundations of the whole system. They are
stated by irreproachable Masons of the York Rite upon their own
personal knowledge. Of the illustrious brothers, Myers, Spitzer, and
Forst, the committee of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina said,
¢ the above named three respectable Brethren and Companions are and
have steadily been members and officers of the said Council of Princes
of Jerusalem. Their evidence, therefore, must be conclusive upon
these points.’

¢ The same committee (Royal Arch Masons, be it observed, and a
committee of a Royal Arch Chapter, enquiring into its own jurisdiction)
said of the brothers and Companions, Dr. F. Dalcho, Dr. Isaac Auld, .,
Dr. James Moultrie, senr., and Moses C. Levy, Esq., who received these
dagrees in Charleston in 1783, from the Sublime Grand Lodge of Per-
fection, ‘three of the above-named brothers are still living, venerable
for their years and warm attachment to the glorious cause of Freema-
sonry, and highly respected and esteemed for their standiny in the
community where they have so long honourably sojourned, and they
are still members of the same Sublime Body.’

‘¢ And within the knowledge of the committee itself, which had
made an  extensive and careful investigation,’ the Supreme Council
and its officers from its organization, had been steadily in the habit of
conferring these degrees as had its Grand Officers under its authority.
In 1829, many Councils were acting under their authority in the South-
ern and Western States ; and the committee had seen and examined
many old copies of charters issued by the Supreme Grand Council, and
returned when Grand Councils were formed.

¢ There is still further testimony to be adduced. The report to the
Grand Chapter, which we have quoted, was made by Companion
Moses Holbrook, its chairman, and unanimously adopted, the Grand
Chapter thus affirming the veracity of the Masonic witnesses whose
testimony was adduced. In 1830 the same Companion Holbrook was
Most Puissant Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of Sovereign
Grand Inspectors-General of the 38rd degrece for the Southern Juris-
diction of the United States.

¢¢¢“In February, A. I. 2383, the Most Excellent Grand High Priest
of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina, John H. Honour, who was
then and still is Most Puissant Grand Commander of the Supreme
Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General of the 33rd degree for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States at Charleston, stated in
his address to the Grand Chapter that he had in his possession a manu-
script copy of the Royal and Select Masters, in which there was a note
in the handwriting of Brother Holbrook, dated 15th March, 1830, in
these words :

¢¢ ¢ In Brother Snell’s book is written the following :

¢¢ ¢ Supreme Council Chamber, Charleston, S. C., 10th Feb., 1827.

‘¢TI hereby certify that the detached degrees, called Royal and
Select Master, or Select Masters of 27, were regularly given by the
Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection (No. 2 in the U. S. A ) establish-
ed by Brother Isaac Da Costa, in Charleston, in February, 1783, one
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of the original members of which, Most Illustrious Brother Moses C.
Levy, is still alive and a member of it to this day, without ceasing to
be so for a day. And further, that at the first establishment of a
Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem in Charleston, in February,
1788, by the Illustrious Deputy Inspectors-General Joseph Myers, B.
M. Spitzer and A. Forst, Brother Myers (who succeeded Brother Da
Costa after his decease) deposited a certitied copy of the degrees, from
Berlin, in Prussia, to be under the guidance and fostering protection of
the government of the above Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem.’

¢¢ ¢ Brother Myers shortly after this (20th February, 1788), resided
some time in Norfolk, Richmond and Baltimore previous to his remo-
val to Europe, and he communicated a knowledge of these degrees to
a number of brethren in these cities. The original copy is still in my
keeping ; and agreeably to the obligations of the same, and the Grand
constitutions governing those degrees, viz., Royal and Select Masters
of 27, it is correct and lawful to give them either to Sublime Masons
who have arrived to the Knights of the 9th Arch (13th), or to Com-
panions of the 3rd Arch (Royal Arch Masons).’

‘“ Now, as to these facts, we think we are entitled to say that, what-
ever opinion the profane may entertain as to this testimony, any Mason
who denies its truth or insinuates a doubt as to the facts thus testified to
by men who, to attain the 33rd degree, had to be Royal Arch Masons
and Knights Templar, takes particular pains to inform all the rest of
the world that no reliance can be placed upon any Masonic testimony,
but that a Mason, like some of the old fathers, holds it to be justifiable
‘to lie for the good of the church,” and so advises them to look upon
all Masonry as a mere fable and collection of old wives’ tales ; and that
in Masonry the stronger the testimony and the less the probability of
mistake the greater the lie.

¢“If we cannot believe Masons of the loftiest character and standing,
testifying to facts within their own knowledge, how are we to believe
tradition? Which of the legends in the York Rite has testimony as
good to support it ? Either this testimony is true, or all Masonry is
one hideous lie. The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the
Grand Chapter of Illinois says in its report, at the Convocation in Sep-
tember, A. I. 2382, that it does not know whence the Supreme Coun-
cils derive their exclusive authority, and would like to be informed.
And we now frankly ask that and all other Grand Chapters whether
they have any more authentic information as to any one single fact of
Masonic history or tradition than we have quoted as to the jurisdic-
tion over the Council degrees belonging of right to the Supreme
Councils.

¢¢ The Committee of Foreign Correspondence of Vermont says that it
can be proved that these degrees were conferred in this country prior
to 1783 ; that it has good authority for saying that as early as 1766 they
were conferred in the city of Albany, and that it is ¢ an opinion sus-
tained by strong authority ’ that at that time they came from France,
and not from Prussia. If they came from France, they did not come
from the York Rite. But we have no doubt they were so conferred
there. Sublime Lodge of Perfection No. 1 (that in Charleston being
No. 2) was the first Lodge of Perfection established in the United
States, and it was established at Albany prior to 1783. No doubt the
degrees were conferred by or under the authority of that Lodge.

‘‘ Let us explain in regard to these Lodges of Perfection and Coun-
cils of Princes of Jerusalem. A Lodge of Perfection is the lowest
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body in the Scotch Rite. It is composed of those who, having taken
the three symbolic degrees of the York Rite (which are indispensable
to the taking of any degree in the Scotch Rite, being numbered 1, 2,
and 3 in that Rite, though now never conferred there), have taken
the ineffable degrees, those numbered from 4 to 14 inclusive, being
eleven in number, and ending with ‘ Grand Elect Perfect and Sublime
Master,’ or ¢ Grand Ecossais de la Voute Sacrée de Jacques VI.,’ the
14th degree in the Scotch Rite, and the 20th in the Rite of Misraim.
It is the last of those ineffable degrees that refer to the first temple.
(’i‘ho presiding officers of a Lodge of Perfection must have the 16th
egree.

¢ The next two degrees, numbered 15 and 16, called ¢ Knights of
the East’ and ¢ Princes of Jerusalem,’ are conferred in a body called
a Council of Princes of Jerusalem ; then the 17th and 18th in a body
called a Chapter of Princes of Rose Croix ; and those from 19 to 32
inclusive in a Consistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret.

¢ We can soon learn how it was that the Council degrees came about
1766 from France, and not from Prussia. In 1761, the lodges and
councils of the superior degrees being extended throughout Europe,
Frederic II. (or the Great), King of Prussia, as Grand Commander
of the Order of Princes of the Royal Secret, or 32nd degree, was by
general consent acknowledged and recognized as Sovereign and Su-
preme Head of the Scotch Rite. The Duke of Sundermania was his
Deputy in Sweden, and Louis of Bourbon in France.”




CHAPTER VIIL

THE ARKANSAS REPORT CONTINUED—STEPHEN MORIN’S WoRKk—THE
PROCERDINGS AT CHARLESTON—THE ACTION OF THE GRAND
CHAPTER OF MISSISSIPPI.

N the 26th of October, 1762, the Grand Masonic Consti-
¢ tutions were finally ratified in Berlin, and proclaimed
Y) for the government of all Masonic bodies working in
the Scotch Rite over the two hemispheres ; and iu the
same year they were transmitted to Stephen Morin,
who had been appointed in August, 1761, Inspector-
General for the New World by the Grand Consistory of Princes of the
Royal Secret, convened at Paris, under the presidency of Chaillon de
Joinville, representative of Frederic and Substitute-General of the
Order. It will be remembered that the thirty-third degree was not
then created ; and, under Frederic the Great, there was no rank
higher than the thirty-second, nor any body superior to a Consistory.

‘“ When Morin arrived in the West Indies, he, agreeably to his
patent, appointed M. Hayes a Deputy Inspector-General, with the
power of appointing others when necessary. It was under this autho-
rity, coming, it is trne, frum the Consistory at Paris, held by that
Consistory as the delegate and representative of Frederic the Great,
that the Lodges of Perfection in Albany and Charleston were estab-
lished, with authority to confer these detached degrees. By whom
the former Lodge was established we are not informed. The latter
was organized in 1783, by Isaac Da Costa, appointed by Hayes, Deputy
Inspector for South Carolina. After Da Costa’s death, Hayes appointed
Joseph Myers to succeed him,and also appointed Solomon Bush Deputy
Inspector for Pennsylvania, Berend M. Spitzer for Georgia, and A.
Forst for Virginia.

‘¢ Frederic, head of an Order extending through the principal
countries of Europe, feared that, at his death, dissensions would grow
up as to the succession to what was in fact the Masonic throne ; to
obviate which he created the 33rd degree, of Sovereign Grand Inspec-
tors-General, to be conferred only on nine persons in each nation, who
should form a Supreme Council, serve for life, and exercise in that
nation all the powers exercised by Frederic himself in his lifetime.
This degree is conferred only when a person is elected to the Supreme
Council, which happens when a vacancy occurs by death or otherwise ;
and it is never applied for. This Supreme authority was established
by Frederic in 1786, he then ratifying the Grand Constitutions of the
Supreme Councils of the 33rd degree, and vesting the Masonic prero-
gatives of Inspectors in the Supreme Councils established in each
nation. By special authority wo Councils wore afterwards allowed in
the United States alune.

D 49
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¢ On the 20th of February, 1788, a Council of Princes of Jerusalem
was opened in Charleston, by the three Deputy Inspectors for South
Carolina, Georgias, and Virginia. This continued to be the highest
body in America until 1801. In the meantime, John Mitchell and
Frederic Dalcho had become Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General, and,
on the 31st of May, 1801, they opened a Supreme Council in Char-
leston. In the course of two. years the wbole number of Inspectors-
General was completed. Upon the organization of this Council all
existing Lodges of Perfection and Councils of Princes of Jerusalem
fell of course under its jurisdiction. It succeeded to all the powers
of Frederic tho Great within the United States; and on the 5th of
August, 1813, a similar Council was established at New York—Ilately
removed to Boston—in accordance with the secret constitutions, by
Emanuel De La Motta, as the representative and by the authority of
the Supreme Council at Charleston ; and thus the Northern and South-
ern jurisdictions were severed.

¢“This is the account given by that most eminent Mason, Dr. Dalcho,
and other authentic authorities. It is avouched as true by Companion
Mackey, an Illustrious Royal Arch Mason ; by Companion John H.
Honour, M. E. Grand High Priest of South Carolina; and by the
Grand Chapter of that State.

** We should like to know what historical Masonic facts are better
established. We should be glad to know by what right any Mason de-
nies their truth ; thereby directly charging these lllustrious Compan-
ions with rank forgery and falsification of historical truth. And we em-
g}emtica.lly say, that if, to a Mason, these facts are not to be taken as

yond controversy established, nothing in Masonry is worthy of cre-
dence, and the whole fabric tumbles at once into melaucholy ruin. ‘He
who denies their truth strikes a blow at the vitals of the Order, for he
discredits and destroys the value of all Masonic testimony.

¢ We need only suggest on what very slender grounds many things
in the Royal Arch are taken as proven and established. Oliver says
that the Master Mason’s degree was complete as edrly as 1730, because .
he had seen a French floor-cloth; with the ineffable word upon it. The
degrees of the French and Scotch Rites are occupied, like ours, in find-
ing that word, and they do find it, as we do, in a secret place, and are
rewarded with it as we are. Of course it would be on French floor-
cloths ! It is enough to say that nine-tenths of our traditions and of
Oliver’s historical facts and landmarks, have not a tithe of the testi-
. mony to support them which is adduced in regard to the jurisdiction
of the Supreme Council over the Royal and select Master’s degrees.

*Thus it appears that while, up to 1797, there was no such thing
known as a Grand Chapter, nor any Chapter at all, except under autho-
rity of a Warrant from the Master of a Blue Lodge, the degrees of
Royal and Select Master came from France prior to 1783, as detached
degrees of the Scotch Rite ; the latter being, in point of fact, the Ecos-
sais or 5th degree of the French Rite, and a degree of the Rite of Per-
fection, conferred in the Scotch Rite as an auxiliary degree ; and that
from 1783, if not from 1766, they were conferred by Lodges of Perfec-
tion and Councils of Princes of Jerusalem, under authority of the Su-
preme head of the Scotch Rite ; to all whose powers in America, and
jurisdiction over them, and all other Lodges and Councils of that Rite,
the Supreme Council succeeded by plenary authority, in 1801. The pro-
fane, we say, may doubt as to these facts, but Masons cannot, without
virtual treason to the Order. What then can the later creation, the
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Royal Arch Chapters, have to do with these older and higher degrees
of a different Rite, and subject to a different jurisdiction ?

¢ Companion Mackey, of whom the most Excellent Grand High
Priest of Maryland, Companion B. B. French, a zealous advocate of
the jurisdiction of the Chapters over these degrees, says, in reference
to this identical question, that ‘ no man in this Union is more comps-
tent to give correct views on any Masonic subject than Brother Mac-
key.’ In another article which we find quoted in the report of the
Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of Mis-
sissippi for 1853, says that the obligations of these degrees, as origin-
ally conferred, provided for a pledge of submission to the Supreme
Council of the 33rd degree ; that it was not until 1826 that any claim
to the jurisdiction was set up on behalf of Chapters or Grand Chap-
ters ; in which year the Grand Chapter of Maryland addressed a circu-
lar to the other Grand Chapters suggesting ¢the propriety of those
bodies assuming jurisdiction and authority over these degrees. It was
upon this circular that the report above quoted was made to the Grand
CEapter of South Carolina. Of this report, and a subsequent one to
the same effect, Companion Mackey says—and being Secretary-General
of the Supreme Council, he knows that of which he speaks—¢ there is
abundant evidence in the Archives of the Supreme Council, that the
historical facts detailed in the preceding report are correct. Thirty
years ago, a Council of Royal and Select Masons was inknown. The
degrees were entirely conferred by Inspectors- General, whose authority
for so doing was derived from a patent granted by a Supreme Council
of the 33rd. There are many old Masons now in the Southern and
Western as well as in the Northern States who received them from
Brother Barker, the accredited agent of the Supreme Grand Council,
whose seat of government is at Charleston. And indeed we think we
may safely say, as the report we have cited clearly implies, that the
Subordinate Councils now existing in the South and West were origi-
nally organized by Royal and Select Masters, who had received their de-
grees from, and owed allegiance to, the Supreme Council at Charleston.’

‘¢ Brother F. Dalcho, in the appendix to his ‘orations delivered in
the Sublime Grand Lodge,’ in the year 1847, says, ¢besides those de-
groes which are in regular succession, most of the Inspectors are in
possession of detailed—detached (?)—degrees, given in different parts
of the world, and which they generally communicate, free of expense,
to those brethren who are high enough to understand them.” Among
these he enumerates that of the Select Mason of 27, or the Select
Master.

 Brother Mackey declares that the Mark, Royal and Select were

_ originally honorary degrees of the Scottish Rite, as introduced into this
country by the possessors of that Rite ; that in 1802 the administrators
of the Scottish Rite granted a Warrant of Constitution for a Mark
Lodge in Charleston ; and that probably the York Rite is indebted to
Webb for the adoption of the Mark and Most Excellent Master's de-
gree. (So. & West. Mas. Misc. 1852, p. 290.)

‘¢ The system practised formerly, in France, by the Grand Orient,
consisted of only two Divisions, including seven degrees, the 5th of
which was the Ecossais—or Scotch Mason. This system, the French
Rite (Rite Frangais ou moderne) re-modelled in 1786, by the Grand
Orient, still consisted of seven degrees only, the Gth being Grand
Sootch elected (Grand Ecossais Elw). (2 Landmark 234, N. N. 66, 77.)
(Mackey’s Lexicon, 444, 167). With slight modifications, all these
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seven degrees formed part of the 25 degrees of the Rite of Perfection,
or of Heredom, established in 1754, by the Chevalier de Bonneville.

* Of this degree of Ecossais, that of Select Master is litile more
than a modification. (Mackey’s Lexicon 444, 1567.) The Supreme
Councils conferred, even recently, six auxiliary degrees, in addition to
what are considered the 33 legitimate degrees ; and the Ecossais was
perfectly within their jurisdiction, if they chose to confer it.

¢ 1t is perfectly certain that York Masonry knows nothing whatever
about the degrees of Royal and Select Master, any more than about
any other of the Elu degrees of the Scotch or French Rite or the Rite
of Misraim. Very many of those degrees are built on and connected
with the Master’s degree, explaining many things in it, and going into
minute and very interesting details ; yet no one has ever imagined
that, for that reason, they were necessarily parts of Ancient York
Masonry. :

¢ What title can Royal Arch Masonry set up to these degrees ? No-
body pretends that they were originally given in the Lodges, as pre-
paratory to, as part of, or after, the Royal Arch. Unless they came
from the Scotch Rite, no one knows their source or where they had
birth, any more than they can tell where the Mark degree came from.
We do not know of any evidence that they were conferred in England
at all, until very lately. Mackey and Oliver assert that they were not,
and that though Mark Masonry is practised in many of the English
Lodges or Chapters now, it is rather by the tolerance than the sanc-
tion of the Grand Lodge. (Lexicon 296. 2 Oliver's Landmarks 72.)

‘‘ The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter
of Mississippi, in January last, presented a very full statement of the
authorities and decisions on this question to the Grand Chapter, with-
out expressing any opinion of their own. They note, incidentally,
that the colour of the Royal and Select Masters is black, signifying
silence and secrecy, ¢ which are familiar words to the Ancient Craft
Mason.” It is hazardous to catch at slight and inconclusive circum-
stances like that, on which to base a claim to a degree, or establish a
historical fact. Those words are familiar to all Masons, of all Rites,
and the allusion to them in this connection will provoke a smile from
every one who has received the degrees of the Scotch Rite. The 4th
degree of that Rite is termed the Secret Master ; and in more than
one of the degrees the same words, and signs representing them, are
used.

¢ Brother Mitchell, late editor of the Signet, in St. Louis, whom
the Committee quote, discusses the subject in that periodical for De-
cember, 1852. He thinks that the Supreme Council ought not to claim
these degrees, because they are side degrees, and not included in the
published lists of the Degrees under their control. Do not the Chap-
ters claim them as side degrees ? Does any Chapter claim that they
are necessary pre-requisites to the taking of the Royal Arch; or a
necessary qualification to entitle to a seat in the Chapter, to be taken
after the Royal Arch? Does any Chepter require a Companion to
take them, nolens volens, or a visitor to have possession of them ? Is it
not merely optional with their members whether they will take them
at all ? Do the published lists of the degrees over which Cnapters
claim control include them ? The regular deprees of the Scotch Rite
are 33 ; but Oliver could have taught Brother Mitchell that the Su-
preme Councils also conferred at least six other auxiliary or derached
degrees. What surt of a degree was the Mark, what the Past Master,
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what the M. E. Master, before the Chapters assumed jurisdiction over
them ? Each one of them was a detached degree, precisely as those of
Royal and Select Masters were ; and nobody knows where at least two
of them came from, or who invented them ; except Scotch Masons.
B-other Mitchell thinks that it would not be generally recognized, if
the Grand Lodges were to assert jurisdiction over the dozens of side
degrees which are conferred on Master Masons or the Grand Chapter
over those conferred on Royal Arch Masons. Why not, if they are
Masonic degrees at all? It would be doing again preclsely what has
been done before, what is in fact, doing now. ‘What else is the process,
at present going on, of transmutmg the Order of Priesthood into a
regular degree ? What else was taking possession of the Past Master
degree ? The difference is, that the side degrees spoken of never were
conferred by a Lodge or Chapter, but by single Masons, or informal
collections of Masons ; while the degrees of Royal and Select Master
were conferred nearly a hundred years ago, and have ever since been
conferred, not only by authority of, but directly by the Sovereign
Bodies of Scotch Masonry.

¢ Bro. Mitchell says, ‘if the Supreme Grand Council never claimed
in this country to control the York Rite,’—we suppose he means the
three first degrees—* because it existed here indepondent before their
establishment, why should they observe a different rule as to the Royal
and Select Degrees, which also existed here prior to their advent from
Prussia?’ The Sapreme Councils have as perfect a right now to con-
fer the three first degrees, as they ever had, if they chose to exercise
it. They relinquished this undoubted nght for the sake of harmony,
and for the good of the Order. They can re-take it whenever they
choose. They did not relinquish it, ¢ because it existed here independ-
ent, before their establishment,’ if it is meant to say that they had no
right to confer the first degrees, because they already existed here in
the York Rite. We should now recognize a Master Mason, made in a
French Lodge under the Grand Orient, as a regular Mason.

¢ Nor do we know why the Supreme Councils are bound because they
have made one concession, for the sake of harmony, and the good of
the Order, to make another and another, as often as anybody sees fit
to insist upon it. Even if the degrees in question had existed here
prior to their advent from Prussia, that would affurd no reason why
they should surrender them. That assertion, however, is very far
from being correct. Nobody has ever been able to produce the slight-
est proof of it. The degrees came, it is true, directly from the Grand
Consistory at Paris, convened in 1761. But that Consistory was con-
vened by authority of the King of Prussia; and Chaillon De Joinville
presided as his deputy. We have looked in vain, among all the loose
and random assertions made in behalf of the Chapter-pretence to this
Jjurisdiction for any proof ; and we do trust that, if there be any such
proof, it will by-and-bye be furnished. What we want to see is evid-
ence that any body of men organized and working under the York
Rite, or any person under authority of any such body, ever conferred
these degrees until after 1801, or even prior.to 1826.

‘“ We have never seen any "other alleged basis for the clmm of the
Chapters than the fact that these degrees naturally belong to the
Royal Arch Degree, which is incomplete and imperfect without them,
they explaining what, in that degree is otherwise left in the dark. But
no one has ever been hardy enough to pretend that they have, in fact,
been carved out or cut away from that Degree ; or that when originally
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given in England as the completion of the Master’s degree, it was any
less imperfect than it is now ; or that it then included as a component
part of itself, these degrees or their equivalent.

¢ Bro. Moore, of Boston, says thaﬁioyul Arch Masonry dates from
the building of the second Temple—the Royal and Select l3egrees from
the completion of the first, ¢ which proves that the Select Degrees are
465 years older than the Royal Arch Degree ; and were instituted at
the completion of the first Temple.” The Committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence of Florida concur in this argument, and consider it as
settling the whole matter.

¢ We had imagined that at this day no intelligent Mason considered
the world or the fraternity so credulous as well as ignorant, that he
could venture to talk to them about any degree in Masonry having
been instituted at the period of building or completing the first Temple.
Except the three symbolic degrees, every Masonic writer admits that
no other degrees are ancient. Except them not a single degree can be
authentically traced back even to the commencement of the 18th cen-
tury. The argument of Brother Moore would equally prove that a
degree or two in Scotch Masonry were instituted before the flood.
Such absurd claims do incalculable injury to Masonry ; and make even
its just claims the subject of contempt and ridicule.

‘¢ After examining and discussing the report of the committee, the
Grand Chapter of Mississippi resolved :

¢¢ ¢ 1st—That in their opinion, these degrees constitute and form an
integral part of Ancient York Masonry.” No assertion could be more
entirely and completely baseless. Even if they were ¢ an integral part”
of the Royal Arch degree, that itself formed no part of Ancient York
Masonry, but is wholly modern; and no well informed writer on Ma-
sonry pretends to assert the contrary; and besides these degrees never
constituted a part of that degree. The rash opinion so ventured by the
Grand Chapter of Mississippi, is declared by them to be founded ¢ on
internal evidence, contained in the body of Ancient York Masonry, and
the circumstantial testimony, which the said degrees afford of their
ancient origin,’ because they illustrate the mystery of Ancient Craft
Masonry, and without them the Masonic edifice is incomplete.

* That is exceedingly dangerous ground on which to stand. The
same ‘internal evidence’ in Ancient Craft Masonry, and the same
¢ circumstantial testimony of ancient origin,’ in the body of the degrees
themselves exist just as amply in all the degrees of the Scotch Rite,
from the 4th to the 14th inclusive, and even higher. They all ¢illus-
trate the mysteries of Ancient Craft Mason‘;y ;’ and without them the
degrees of the York Rite are incomplete. hy, they were all framed
for that purpose and reason! They are all known to be modern. We
all know that the degrees of Royal and Select Masters, and all the
Chapter degrees are modern. If the Chapters and Lodges are to lay
violent hands on all the degrees which are illustrative of the Blue and
Royal Arch Degrees, they will have some hundred or more in their
treasury.

¢ The Grand Chapter of Mississippi also-resolves, that the degree
of Ecossais or Scotch Master, in the French or Scotch Rite, was bor-
rowed from Ancient Freemasonry. It is true, as they say, that the
French and Scotch Rites are of comparatively modern origin, and that
the foundations of both rest on the three symbolic degrees which be-
long to Ancient Craft Masonry, and were obtained from thence, and
incorporated into the French and Scotch Rites.
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- ‘“Those three degrees were the only original and ancient degrees.
They constitute the whole body of Ancient Freemasonry. Nobod
denies that, at this day, when Masonry began to spread abroad in the
18th century, every nation in which it obtained a footing, practised
those three degrees, which were the common property of all. On this
common foundation, each nation, fond of change, variety, show, mystery
and rank, proceeded to build up other degrees; inventors of which
multiplied rapidly everywhere. Some eight hundred such degrees in
all were invented. Many of them were amplifications, sub-divisions,
explanations, or illustrations of the third or Master’s Degree. The
Masons of the York Rite were far more discreet than their brethren in
Scotland and on the continent ; for while hundreds of degrees were
invented there, both Rites and degrees being multiplied so rapidly that
one could scarcely take account of them as they rose, the English Ma-
sons contented themselves with inventing the Royal Arch Degree ; at
which it is to be regretted that York Masonry did not stop short. The
progress of invention and appropriation has been more extensive in our
own country. The Mark, the Past, the Most Excellent and the Order
of High Priesthood have been engrafted on the York stock, and they
have become or are becoming an integral part of it. Let us put our
title to them on the right ground. They are ours, jure inventionts. The
Encampment Degrees were invented, and though not made a part of
York Masonry, they have affiliated with it. The Council Degrees were
not borrowed from Ancient - York Masonry. They were invented, like
the ineffable degrees, as additions to the three primary degrees, not by
York Masons, but by the French, or the Scots, who framed so many
other degrees, when driven to France, after the English Revolution
had destroyed the monarchy.

‘“ Many Rites flourished awhile, and died. The French and Scotch
Rites reduced the degrees practised by their votaries, the former to
seven, the latter to thirty-three, and some auxiliary degrees. By com-
mon consent it became Masonic law, that the three first degrees were
the joint property of all, but the others the peculiar property of the
inventors. Royal Arch Masonry separated itself from Blue Masonry,
organized itself, invented three new degrees, and commenced an inde-
pendent existence. The Royal and Select Masters formed themselves
into Councils, and after a time they too organized themselves into
Grand Councils and claimed an independent existence. The Supreme
Council did not deny the right, but simply retained their original right
to confer the degrees, and charter Councils in States where no Grand
Councils have been organized.

¢ The Councils had certainly the same right to establish a separate
and independent organization as the Charters had. 1f the Grand
Chapters of the General Grand Chapter are desirous of indulging in
the invention of new degrees, we do not know that. any Masons of
another jurisdiction have any right to object. If they even choose to
borrow and undertake to confer the degrees of Royal and Select Mas-
ter, or those of Prince of Libanus and Patriarch Noachite, or the
whole Rite of Misraim, and their constituents agree to it, all that can
be said will be, that the comity which Masonic international law
recognizes forbids that encroachment on another jurisdiction ; but
that if they choose to violate this comity, there is no power anywhere
to hinder it. The Grand Lodge may in like manner take to conferring
the Chapter Degrees ; and the Council may seize upon the Encamp-
ment Degrees on the one hand, and the Chapter Degrees on the other.
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‘Comity, the foundation of the law of nations, alone keeps up the lines
of jurisdiction.

“One thing, of course, is clear : that a Council would no more
recognize a Royal and Select Master, made in a Chapter, than a Chap-
ter would recognize a Rnoyal Arch Mason made in a Council or a Con-
sistory of the Scotch Rite. No Masonic power or authority can oust
the Grand, Subordinate or Supreme Councils of their jurisdiction,
unless they choose to surrender it—which it is very certain they will
not do. :

¢“If the General Grand or Grand Chapters must have these degrees,
it will be far better and more straightforward to do so as an act justi-
fied by necessity, and not on any pretence of title. For it seems to
your Committee, that, as has been said by very high authority, ¢ the

roposition to give the jurisdiction of Councils of Royal and Select
giuteru to Grand Chapters embraces one of the greatest Masonic
absurdities which could, by any possibility, be presented to the mind.’

It was well stated by the Grand High Priest of Michigan, in his
address to the Grand Chapter of that State, in January last, that the
degrees of Royal and Select Master could not properly be conferred
on any one until he had received the Royal Arch ; and that no Grand
Chapter pretends to know what is transacted in any assemblage of
Masons above the Royal Arch. H)w, then, could they assume juris-
diction over that which they do not possess? And he pertinently says,
¢ Let us for one moment suppose a case—which is not very improbable—
that this Grand Chapter elect a Grand and Deputy Grand High Priest,
neither of whom is possessed of the Council Degrees. During their
administration, application is made to one or the other for a Dispensa-
tion or Charter —as the case may be—to form a Council within our
jurisdiction. Who is going to instal the officers of the new Council,
as is required by the Constitution ? The officers of the Grand Chapter 1
Clearly not. Although they have given them life, they cannot pene-
trate their Council chamber to set them in motion or give them in-
struction. Again, suppose one of their members should, for some
misdemeanour peculiarly applicable to those degrees, be tried and ex-
pelled. He appeals to this Grand Chapter, it being the only superior
tribunal. How are we to know whether he has violated any of his
engagements in the Council or not 7 And how can we judge between the
accusers and the accused, not knowing anything about the Degrees?’
(8. & W. Mas. Misc., Vol. 1V., p. 189). ¢ And suppose that this Grand
Chapter declares that it authorizes the Subordinate Chapters to confer
the Council Dogrees. It must direct whether they shall be conferred
before or after the Royal Arch. If befcre, as it seems to be the notion
of some Chapters that they should, will the Grand Chapter declare
that they shall be a necessary pre-requisite to the degree of Royal
Arch? If so, here is a clear innovation ; for it never has been held
anywhere that they must necessarily be so taken. Besides, this would
at once impose on every member of the Grand Chapter the necessity
of obtaining the degree that he might be competent to decide questions

ising in regard to them. Suppose a particular Companion, member
3 the Grand Chapter when this new law is enacted, even the Grand
Master himself, declines to obtain them, how will you compel him to
do so? And how will you manage if he does not do so ! On the other
hand, if they are not made pre-requisites, though to be taken before,
if at all, and if it is left optional with each person to take them or not,
before receiving the Royal Arch, they become mere honorary side de-
grees, like the Mediterranean Pass.’
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“If the Grand Chapter enacts that they shall be taken after the
Royal Arch, then they are higher degrees, and you disqualify every
ggmpanion who does not take them to sit in a Grand or Subordinate

apter.

¢“The M. E. Grand High Priest of Vermont declared, in his address
to the Grand Chapter of that State, in May last, that the General Grand
Chapter had no jurisdiction but what its Constitution gave it ; and said
that, as its Counstitution never gave it ¢ any jurisdiction over Councils of
Royal and Select Masters, it has no right to assume them to be subject
to its jurisdiction, or to tell them what they shall or shall not do.
Those degrees,” he said, ‘are older on this side of the Atlantic than
the General Grand Chapter ; their inherent rights are as perfect as any
which belong to Royal Arch Masons ; and a State Grand Council has
just as much right to assert power over a Royal Arch Chapter of a
btate as the G. G. Chapter has to assert it over a Council. Therights
are every way equal. The Councils were not under Royal Arch author-
ity when the G. G. Chapter was formed ; they have never been so
since and never can be so, legitimately and Masonically, but by their
own free consent.” The very learned officer whose address we are
noticing, does not, however, recognize the power of the Supreme Coun-
cils over these degrees, nor think that they ought to pass under the
jurisdiction of those Supreme Bodies ; they being, he says, so far as
he is informed, wholly modern.

¢ As it is undoubtedly the fact that Royal Arch Masonry, as a sys-
tem, or even as a single degree, is considerably more modern than the
first Supr me Councils under Frederic the Great, or Lodges of Per-
fection in America ; and the Chapter Degrees altogether more modern
than the degrees of the Scotch and French Rite, we might as well
cense to base any claim to these degrees on our superior antiquity. We
imagine that the Royal and Select Masters’ degrees had been conferred
in the Scotch jurisdiction fifty years before any Chapter ever thought
of conferring them. About 1822 a person, under authority from
Jeremy L. Cross, was travelling through the Southern States,
peddling and sblling these degrees and charters, as a money-making
specuflation ; without, as the Committee of the Grand Chapter of South
Carolina assert, ‘ having himself received a knowledge of the character-
istic marks and tokens which distinguish one degree from another, and
evidently ignorant of the subject ’ he was trying to teach. In some
such way, no doubt, an imperfect knowledge of these degrees reached
the Chapters ; for it is certainly true that in some Chapters where they
are pretended to be conferred, one of the degrees is altogether reversed
and its whole character changed, and the other given in a most imper-
fuct and bungling manner.

*“The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter
of Illinois, at its Convocation in September, 1852, very forcibly said :

¢¢ ¢ Certain it is that the State Grand Councils, and the Councils
holding under them, and the 33rd, never will acknowledge, either
directly or indirectly, the authority of the General or State Grand
Chapters over these beautiful and indispensable degrees. With just
as much reason can the fellow Craft capture the Mark, and make it
part of itself—can the Master’s Dogree capture the Mark, Royal Arch,
Royal, and Select Master’s, one and all, make them, with itself, one
huge but splendid Degree, as for the Royal Arch to reduce the Coun-
cil Degrees to its jurisdiction. The degrees of Master and Royal Arch,
a8 well as the degrees of Master and Select, have much more intimate
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connection with, and reference to, each other, than the Degrees of
Royal Arch and Select. Losing, finding, place and why, are different
ideas ; and yet may all, and generally do, have a most intimate con-
nection with each other. Nothing is more to be deprecated in Masonry
than conflict of jurisdiction. There ought to be one common level.’

“In the conclusion of that Committee, however, that the State
Grand Councils are the source of authority, this Committee does not
concur. They are creations of the Subordinate Councils, invested
with a delegated power. It is true that they act independently of the
Supreme Council, precisely as State Grand Lodges become independ-
ent of the Grand Lodge from which their Subordinates originally pro-
cured their charters. But it remains not the less true that the Degrees
came from the Scotch Rite, of which the Supreme Councils are, each
within its jurisdiction, the undisputed head.

“The Grand Chapter of Kentucky holds that the General Grand
Chapter has no power to decide whether the Royal and Select Master’s
Degrees are constitutional or otherwise ; as they come properly after,
and are above,;the Royal Arch, and properly belong to separately organ-
ized Councils.

¢ The Grand Chapter of Missouri considers that the Grand Chapters
can have no actual, practical jurisdiction over Councils of Royal and
Select Masters ; and has withdrawn the jurisdiction from its own Sub-
ordinates. The Grand Chapter of Illinois has done the same.

‘“ The Grand Chapter of Mississippi, in January, 1852, passed a
resolution, advising all Royal Arch Masons within its jurisdiction not
to receive the Council Degrees, except from a legally constituted
Council.

‘‘ Virginia and Wisconsin consider that these Degrees are properly
located in Royal Arch Chapters, and under the Most Excellent Masters’
Degree. Let them be once thus got possession of, and in a short time
the Lodges and Chapters will be parcelling out the ineffable degrees of
the Scotch Rite, scattering them about in those places, between the
different existing degrees, where they, too, on grounds and for reasons
just as strong, *are properly located.’

¢¢ The Grand Chapter of Maryland has resolved, that the General
Grand Chapter ought to assume the jurisdiction of the Degrees of Royal
and Select Masters, affirm that the properly and legitimately belong to
every Chapter, and direct that they should be conferred therein.

‘¢ The merits of the claim of Chapter Masonry, or, as we may more
properly call it, the Royal Arch Rite, to the Council Degrees can be
condensed into a few words. They explain the Royal Arch Degree, by
making actual fact of what the Royal Arch Mason only conjectures.
They would add to, embellish, round off and perfect the Royal Arch
Defree ;3 wherefore the Arch Rite says to the Scotch Rite, ¢ You have,
and we want; yield up, or we take by force.” It is merely the re-asser-
tion, in a new shape, of the old reiver law, older than the harrying of
cattle over the Scotch border, that

¢ ¢ He shall take that hath the power,
And he shall keep that can.’

“ The precedent once more set,—it was set when the Past Master’s
Dagree was captured,—it will not be long in being followed. Scotch
Masonry, finding that the lines between different jurisdictions, settled
and defined by prescription, which is the foundation of Masonic law at
well as of all other law, are no longer regarded, will revive her right to
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the three first degrees. The York Rite or Master Mason’s will re-cap-
ture the Royal Arch Degree ; the completion and at its inception a part
of the Master’s Degree; and make the Mark Master, what he originally
was, the Master of a Lodge of fellow Crafts ; and at the same time to
make the Master’s Degree totus teres atque rotundus; the Masters will
take also the Degrees of Royal and Select Master, to which they have,
as far as the argument goes, a greatly stronger claim that the Chapters.
The Master’s Degree, and the Royal and Select Master’s Degree, like
the Select and Past Master’s Degree, relate to one and the same period.
In the meantime, the Councils will not be idle ; but, reversing the argu-
ment, may claim that the Royal Arch is the completion of the Select
Master, as finding comes after losing, and so seizing upon this spoil,
and perhaps harrying the borders of the Scotch Rite slightly, and pick-
ing up a few ¢ unconsidered trifles’ there, in the way of degrees that
will do to fit in, they also may create a system or Rite.

¢ Is it not obvious that confusion worse confounded will be the re-
sult 7 an utter annihilation of every thing like boundaries of jurisdic-
tion, an internecine war, ending in the total destruction of Masonry
itself ? Will it be said that no such results will follow ? Surely, Royal
Arch Masonry has no Charter of special monopoly allowing her, alone
of all Masonic authorities and systems, to indulge in the luxury of .
spoliation of her neighbours, by forays into their territory 7 The evil
will not stop with one acquisition or annexation. What conquerer ever
stotfped at a single province? The domain of Scotch Masonry is wide
and fertile. There are several of its Degrees that will be found as
tempting as those of Royal and Select Master—as necessary, if not
more necessary, to complete the Master’s Degree and the Royal Arch ;
and the conscience becomes more easily satisfied by every additional
process of ¢ appropriation,’

‘‘ We speak, and we intend to speak, frankly, plainly, and strongly,
and yet respectfully and kindly, upon this subject. The process hereto-
fore had been to split up and sub-divide, and this process created Royal
Arch Masonry and Council Masonry. All the Chapter Degrees have
been so split off. Now it is proposed to reverse the process ; and to
cond;snue. What is to be become of Royal Arch Masonry in that pro-
cess

“ Time has created these distinct organizations. The York Rite has
seen Chapter Masonry secede from it, organize, and set up for itself.
The Supreme Councils have seen the Royal and Select Masters estab-
lish Grand Councils, and decline allegiance to the power whence they
derived their existence. Many years since, the same process was going
on, Masonry divided itself into different Rites and jurisdictions, each
with its own train of Degrees, as people organize themselves into poli-
tical communities. Time has confirmed each in its respective posses-
sions, and prescription has ripened possession into title. It has.
become Masonic law, if there is any such thing as Masonic law, that it
is clandestine and un-Masonic to invade another jurisdiction, or inter-
meddle with degrees to which such other jurisdiction has either origina}
title, or long-continued possession. No one encroaches on Royal Arch
Masonry. The borders of her jurisdiction are at peace. She has to
build no forts and man no walls to keep off any invader. Why then
should she put forth her hand to take that which is not hers ? She is.
even now engaged in a work of restitution, in yielding up the Past
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Master’s Degree to the Grand Lodge. * Thou shalt not covet anything
that is thy neighbour’s. Cursed is he that removeth his neighbour’s
landmark.’

¢ As Royal Arch Masons, we deny that the General Grand Chapter,
or any other inferior Royal Arch authority, has, under the powers
derived from its constituency, any right or constitutional power to
invent a new Degree, or to borrow from any other Rite or jurisdiction
an existing Dogree, and make it a component part of Royal Arch
Masonry ; and we hold that any such action would be utterly void for
such ‘want of power ; and that no Royal Arch Mason would be bound,
by his obligation or otherwise, to pay the least regard or attention to
any such legislation ; but, on the contrary, be imperatively bound by
his allegiance to Masonic law to set it wholly at nought.

¢ And, as the members in Masonry in general, we declare that the
whole constituency of the General Grand Chapter—the whole Royal
Arch Fraternity, have no right or power to despoil another long-estab-
lished jurisdiction of degrees that belong to it; and that no such
action would be binding on any Mason in the world ; that such an
attempt would be peculiarly dangerous to Royal Arch Masonry itself,
inasmuch as its own existence as a separate jurisdiction dates only
from 1798, and depends upon the same law of prescription that pro-
tects its sister jurisdictions. Time, which made the Mark and Most
Excellent Master, and even the Royal Arch, regular degrees, from
side or auxiliary degrees, or modifications of such, which they were
originally, has done the same service for the Royal and Select Master.
The same great physician that has cured the original illegality of the
Royal Arch organization, making of successful revolt, revolution and
independence, has done the same thing for the Councils and Grand
Councils.

‘“ Whatever may be the action of one, or all of the Grand Chapters,
or of the General Grand Chapter itself, all Regular Council Masons,
and we among the number, will ever regard those who receive the
degrees of Royal and Select Master in a Chapter as clandestine until
they are healed. We shall never be present when those degrees are
conferred in a Chapter ; and in all respects, all Council Masons will,
under all circumstances and at all hazards, preserve their allegiance to
the Grand or Supreme Council to which it of right belongs.

‘¢ Since the preceding portion of this report was prepared, and while
it is passing through the press, we have received with the proceedings
of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky the decision of the General Grand
Chapter, upon this question—confirming, as will be seen, our views
upon it, and authoritatively sustaining our conclusions.

‘“The decision of the General Grand Chapter is as follows :

¢ ¢In the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States
of America, held in the City of Lexington, on the 16th day of Sep-
tember, A.D., 18563—

¢¢ ¢ The following resolutions, recommended by the report of Compan-
ions John A. Lewis, jr., of New York, E. A. Raymond, of Massachu-
setts, J. A. D. Joslin, of New Jersey, P. C. Tucker, of Vermont, and
A. P. Pfister, of Alabama, were read and adopted, viz : .

‘¢ ‘ Resolved—That this General Grand Chapter, and the governing
bodies of Royal Arch Masonry, affiliated with, and holding jurisdic-

tion under it, have no rightful jurisdiction or control over the Degrees
of Royal and Select Master.
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¢¢ ¢ Resolved—That this General Grand Chapter will hereafter enter-
tain no question or matter growing out of the government or working
of these degrees, while in their present position.’

*“To this authoritative decision we merely add, that we do not
regret the labour which the investigation of this question, and the
preparation of this report, has cost us—although, if it had been known
in time, both would have been spared us. For that decision being
tnaccompanied with the reasons and facts on which it is based, it will
still be interesting to the Companions of this jurisdiction to under-
stand the question for themselves, and to know the history of these
degrees, that they may yield a readier assent to the decision, when

furnished with the means of determining for themselves that it is
correct.”




CHAPTER IX.

Tne AcTION OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA—AN ELABORATE
AND EXHAUSTINE REPORT EMBRACING A History or THE DE-
GREES AND VALUABLE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CRYPTIO RITE.

AS far back as 1847, the Cryptic system occupied
the attention of Royal Arch Masons in Florida,
and by the action of the Grand Chapter of that

<> State, the authorization to Subordinate Chap-
~ ters to confer the Royal and Select degrees created an oppo-
sition that led to a very interesting correspondence, which
appeared as an appendix to the annual printed report of the
Grand Chapter of Florida. This important matter is as
follows, styled in the report

¢ Tae DEFeNcE oF M. E. Harry R. TavLor, H. P, oF MaGNoOLIA
CHAPTER, No. 16.”

¢“On the 1lth day of January, 1847, the delegates from Florida
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 32, under Chapter from the Grand of Vir-
inia, Magnolia Chapter, No. 16, under the same authority, and Florida
yal Arch Chapter, No. 4, under Charter from the Grand Chap-
ter of South Carolina, assembled in convention at Tallahassee, formed
and adopted a Constitution, and organizsd a Grand Chapter for the
State of Florida. To the Constitution then and there formed, the
delegate from Magnolia Chapter assented, until after the order for en-
rolment, when another article (the 7th),* was added, to which he did
not assent, because it auhorized the conferring of the Royal and Select
degrees in R. A. Chapters. After the adjournment of the Convention,
the Grand Chapter commenced its session by an installation of its
officers. At a subsequent meeting a resolution wasintroduced, requir-
ing subordinate Chapters to confer the Royal and Select degrees before
that of M. E. Master.t This resolution was also opp by our re-
presentative.
¢ From the Grand Chapter thus formed (without the assent of the
three Chapters represented in Convention, and without any confirma-
tion of its acts by the Subordinate Chapters who had sent delegates
there), a Charter was sent to Magnolia Chapter, authorizing it ¢ to
confer the Mark Master, Past Master, Royal Master, Sclect Master,
Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch degrees,’ accompanied with a
dispensation from the M. E. Grand High Priest to the High Priest of
Magnolia Chapter, to confer the degrees of Royal and Select Masters
upon such Royal Arch Masons of his Chapter as had not received

* See note A. + See note A.
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them, until a sufficient number shoull have received them to consti-
tute a Council, after which they should be conferred in a regular
Couucil in the Chapter. The authority thus tendered was rejected by .
the H. P. of Magnolia Chapter, for himself, as well as by the Chapter
in its own behalf, and due notice transmitted to the M. E. G. High
Priest of the rejection.

¢ At the time appointed for the Annual Convocation of the Grand
Chapter (January 17, 1848), the Chapters before named, with the ex-
ception of Magnolia Chapter, again met, and to constitute a quorum
for business, a Chapter, chartered by the Grand Chapter of Florida at
its first session, war admitted. At this session, the action of Magnolia
Chapter was referred to the Committee on Proposition and Grievances,
who reported a preamble and resolutions.} Copies of the proceedings
being sent to Magnolia Chapter, a circular was thereupon addressed
by the H. P. of that Chapter to several of the Grand Chapters, as well
as many eminent Masons individually in their States, requesting such
information on the subject of the Royal and Select degrees as it might
be in their power to furnish, determining, in his love for the institu-
tion, not to mar the harmony which had ever before characterized her
proceedings in Florida, by an apparently obstinate maintenance of
opinions, but waiving the right of the G. C. of Florida to require the
attendance of its Chapter at its next Annual Convocation, to obey that
summons, and with all peaceful efforts endeavour to heal the breach
8o unfortunately created.

¢ Furnished wich such evidence as he had been enabled to procure,
and accompanied by one of the Companions of his Chapter (Companion
Samuel Benezet), the H. P. of Magnolia Chapter attended the Convo-
cation of the Grand Chapter at Tallahassee, and submitted the follow-
ing defence of the position of his Chapter :

¢¢ Magnolia Chapter has heretofore refused to acknowledge the au-
thority of the Grand Chapter of Florida, or to accept a Charter from
that body, under a conviction that the Charter tendered conveyed
authority not within the powor of that body to grant. That the 7th
article of the Constitution (see note A.), together with the order of the
G. C. at its first session (note A.), defining the action of subordinate
Chapters in relation to the Royal and Select degrees, was an innova-
tion on the established usages of R. A. Masonry, and an assumption
of control over degrees rightfully belonging to a separate and distinct
jurisdiction. By the action of the G. C. of Florida, as well as from
the correspondence .of the M. E. D. G. High Priest, it is apparent
that the previous actions of Maryland and Virginia Grand Chapters,
and particularly the latter, have been relied on as furnishing ample
justification for the course pursued by this Grand Chapter ; and as
their correctness or incorrectness must have an important bearing
upon the subject we will first examine the proceedings of Virginia
(which also embrace those of Maryland), as they have at various
times been published and submitted to the several Grand Chapters in
the United States.

¢“ The degrees of Royal and Select Master were introduced into Vir-
ginia as early as 1817 or 1818. From that time until 1841 they
remained in the control of Councils, established independent of R. A.
Masonry. About this time the discovery seems to have been made

1 See note B.
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that the degrees of Royal and Select Master had been illegally intro-
duced into Virginia, and by a simultaneous movement the Grand
- Councils of Virginia solemnly surrendered them to the Grand Chapter,
which has since exercised entire control over them. How, then, we
ask, did the surrender by an illegal body make legal the degrees in
the keeping of the Grand Chapter of Virginia ?

*“One of the reasons assigned by Virginia is, that the Grand Chapter
of Maryland, in 1824, had pursued a similar course, and in 1827 had
recommended the same to her sister Grand Chapters. Here is an in-
tervening period of fourteen years from the action of Maryland, one
of the nearest neighbours of Virginia, and with whom, from such
proximity, it would naturally be supposed the most intimate and fra-
ternal intercourse would exist, during which Virginia remained un-
affected by the changes in her sister Grand Chapter, and unconvinced
by the arguments she then put forth.* Once embarked in the cause,
however, Virginia became much more zealous than Maryland had been,
and to effect a similar action on the part of all other Grand Chapters
in relation to these degrees no effort on her part has at any time been
withheld. The Grand Council surrendered the degrees in 1841 to the
Grand Chapter of Virginia, which thereupon ordered them to be given
in subordinate Chapters immediately preceding the degree of Most
Excellent Master,t while in Maryland they were made to follow that
degree; and precede the Royal Arch Degree. In 1842 the Grand
Chapter of Virginiaresolved, * That in the opinion of this Grand Chap-
ter the degrees, as now ordered to be conferred, are in strict conformity
with the ancient customs of the Fraternity,’ and by resolution at the
same time offered and adopted, all subordinate Chapters were required
to conform thereto.

*¢ This action in 1842 was caused by Companions in Wheeling who
made ° certain statements,’ &c. What those statements were we have
not the Proceedings of 1842 to show, but have no doubt, from the tone
and language of the resolutions, it was a refusal on their part to adopt
the new arrangement. [n 1845 the subject was again before the Grand
Chapter of Virginia.1 We give the ¢ proposition’ on which their action
was then based : ‘Does the unauthorized establishment of bodies of
Masons, to confer degrees which properly belong to degrees already
organized under proper charters, justify the continuance of the abuse
after the illegality is discovered ?’ Here is the assumption repeated
that these degrees of right belonged to the Chapter, and in support of
this position and the opinions subsequently advanced, the Committee
of Foreign Correspondence give & summary history of the Select
Degree,§ embracing the action of the General Grand Chapter of the
United States and of the Grand Chapter of Maryland. From the state-
ments of the Committee following this history, it is evident no recourse
was had to any documentary evidence, or, in fact, to any evidence
beyond that to be derived from individual members of the Institution
in Maryland ; and yet they assert their belief that ¢ they are in posses-
sion of all the light which properly belongs to the Temple!’ Had
they but examined the records of the General Grand Chapter, or those
of the Grand Chapter of Maryland, we think they would have sought
more light before publishing such a history to the world.

# Circular of 1827. Note C. + Note C. Proceedings of 1845.
1 Note C. § Note C.
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¢¢ Again, in 1847, the Grand Chapter of Virginia reviewed the action
of the Grand Chapter of Connecticut on this subject, and with many
regrets for their blindness, reiterate their opinion that the degrees of
Royal and Select Master of right belong to Royal Arch Masonry and
to no other independent body, and recall the attention of the Grand
Chapter of Connecticut to the report of the Committee in 1845, and in
connection with it they, in their published Proceedings, give also the
report of the Maryland Committee in 1827,* in which we can discover
no evidence to sustain the position of the Grand Chapter of Virginia.
The Maryland report simply admits the existence of the degree, ¢ under
the authority of a distinguished chief’ in that State for many years,
without the recognizance of the Grand Chapter, and the report fur-
nishes no evidence that any authority was ever delegated to that Grand
Chapter to exercise authority over it, or that of the Royal Master’s
Degree—for if such had been the fact it would have been so stated in
lieu of the reasons given by the Committee, viz. : ‘the necessity of
them as preparatory to, and elucidatory of, that of the Royal Arch ;’
for which reasons they were ¢ formally recognized,” &c. Without such
authority, legally derived, any action respecting them on the part of
the Grand Chapter of Maryland, either in her exercise of control over
them, or over the conduct of any individuals in the use or propagation
of them elsewhere, or even within the compass of her own jurisdiction
as a Grand Chapter, would in itself be null and void. Virginia asserts,
in her history of Select Master, that it was introduced into this coun-
try by M. E. P, Eckel, but there is apparently no effort on her part
to show whence he derived his authority, or even that he was legally
empowered to confer them ; all of which, and much more of valuable
and correct information, on the subject of those degrees, might have
been obtained by application properly directed, had less reliance been
placed on the philosophy, history, and chronological arrangement of
the degree of Select Master, to support their position in regard to it.

‘“ We find, on examination of their proceedings that several of the
Grand Chapters in the United States have had the subject under con-
sideration, and their final decisions have been adverse to the change
proposed by Virginia, and an adherence to the order and number of
Chapter degrees, as arranged by the General Grand Chapter of the
United States, and as practised by Virginia herself (though not a mem-
ber of that body) until 1841, We have the authority of Florida Royal
Arch Chapter, No. 32 (at that time one of the members of her own
houneholdg, to show that the proceedings of the Grand Chapter were
not approved by all the Subordinate Chapters over which she exercised
jurisdiction.t That though her recommendations were adopted to
some extent, yet what they regarded as essential and specially enjoined
upon all, was even in this very hall virtually rejected.

‘“ Having examined the evidence adduced by Virginia Grand Chap-
ter in support of her position, we now introduce such other testimony
as we have been able to obtain in relation to the history and introduc-
tion of the Royal and Select degrees into this country. We would
first call attention ta the April number of the Free Masuns’ Monthly
Magazine for 1847.1 The writer expresses his belief that these degrees

# See note C.

+ Article 4 of Rules and Regulations for the government of the Council of
Royal and Select Masters, attached to and under the jurisdiction of Florida
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 32, adopted January 5th, 1846 ‘‘The degrees of
Royal and Select Master shall only be conferred on a Royal Arch Mason.”

% See Note D.
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were introduced into this country as early as 1766 by Henry A. Franck-

en, aD. L G., appointed by the Illustrious Brother Stephen Morin,

whoin 1781 was constituted an Inspector-General—by a Grand Consis-

tory of Princes of the Royal Sccret, convened at Paris by order of Fred-

%;io 1;‘1110 Great—for the purpose of introducing the system into the New
orld.

. “Francken conferred authority on Moses Michael Hayes, then a re-
sident of St. Domingo, but subsequently Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts—also upon Samuel Stringer, who took them
to Maryland. The degrees of Royal and Select Master were doubtless
first cultivated in this country as ¢ detached or honorary degrees ’ of a
Lodge of ¢ Princes of Jerusalem,’ deriving its authority from the Su-
preme Council of the 33rd degree for the Southern jurisdiction. In
1783, a Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection was established in Charles-
ton by Isaac Da Costa, and after Da Costa’s death, Brother Hayes ap-
pointed Brother Myers his successor. The Supreme Council of the
33rd degree was opened at Charleston in 1801, ‘and from this source
originated most of the early Charters for Lodges of Perfection in
America.” In these Charters we first find authority for conferring
‘the Royal and Select Degrees.” If the degrees were taken to Mary-
land by gtringer as early as the period named, little doubt need be
entertained of the source from whence Brother Eckel obtained his
knowledge of the degree of Select Master,* and also any authority he
may have had to impart it to others.

*“The statement above presented is further supported in a communi-
cation from Bro. A. G. Mackey, of Charleston, published also in the
Free Mason’s Monthly Magazine, November number, 1848, with this
addition, that the precise time when the degrees were fully placed in
the keeping of the Supreme Council is therein given.t

¢¢ Under authority thus derived Councils of Royal and Select Mas-
ters were established in Georgia as early as 1822,1 and subsequently,
in 1826, a Grand Council was organized. At a later period Councils
and Grand Councils have been similarly established in Alabama, Mis-
sissipi and Louisiana—all of which have resisted any attempts to change
the arrangement, or surrender the control, of the degrees to the res-
pective Supreme Chapters in those States.

¢ A Grand Council was established in the State of Connecticat in
the year 1819, there being then nine Councils in the State, eight of
whom were represented in Convention for that purpose.§ Councils
were also established in Vermont as early as 1816 or 17.|| By compar-
ing the several authorities, Virginia even included, we find that inde-
pendent of those established by the Select Council of the 33rd at
Charleston, all other Councils of Royal and Select Masters had their
origin, not in the Grand Chapter of Maryland, but from a power which
styled itself ‘Thrice Illustrious and Grand Puissant in the Grand
Council of Select Masters, held at the City of Baltimore, North Amer-
ica ;’ and we nowhere find authority, except in the case of Maryland
and Virginia, for these degrees to be conferred upon any other than

* ¢Tn s private conversation with Ebenezer Wadsworth, he informed the
High Priest of Magnolia Chapter that in the year 1819 he assisted in confer-
ring the Royal Master Degree on Companions Eckel and Edes, of Baltimore,
andg Salem Towne, of New York.”

+ See Note E. I See Note G. -Letter from Wm. T. Gould.

§ See Note G.—Letter from F. Turner,

|| See Note G.—Letter from N. B. Haswell.
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Royal Arch Masons, These degrees having been introduced long be-
fore the organization of the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, and particularly in Rhode Island, Massachusetts and New York¢
all of which were represented in the convention for that purpose by those
who were then and have since been styled the Most Eminent Masters
of their day, does it not seem somewhat remarkable that they should
bave been so entirely overlooked by that Asssembly,* while degrees
bearing no relation to each other, or to that of the Royal Arch, should
have been arranged and taken under control of the General Grand
Chapter? And it is to be further remarked that notwithstanding the
subject had been repeatedly brought before that body, the result
has ever been a manifest unwillingness to assume the responsibility of
any authority or control over them. In 1819 the distinguished Chief,
Philip P. Eckel himself, as well as Companion Edes, from Baltimore,
united with Most Excellent T. S. Webb and Ezra Ames (who were
then the oracles of the Order), in saying that it was inexpedient for
the General Grand Chapter to recognize in any way any degrees except
those of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark
Mason, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch. (See
note G.—Letter from E. Wadsworth.) In 1816 at the General Grand
Chapter Communication, held in the city of New York, we find among
the officers elected that Most Excellent Philip P. Eckel was then chosen
General Grand Scribe, and in the proceedings of that body relative to
the establishment of new Chapters, this section of the amended Con-
stitution : ¢ Section 4.—The officers of every Chapter and lodge under
this jurisdiction, before they enter upon the exercise of their respec-
tive offices, and also the members of all such Chapters and lodges, and
every candidate upon his admission into the same, shall take the fol-
lowing obligation, viz., I, A. B., do promise and swear that I will sup-
port and maintain the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution.’

¢ In the investigation of the subject before us, we have been con-
tent to present a plain statement of facts, leaving to those before whom
they are presented to decide how far we have been successful in sus-
taining our position. The High Priest of Magnolia Chapter received
the degrees of Royal and Select Master in a regularly established
Council, tracing its authority to the broad seal of Frederic of Prussia.
The obligations then enjoined, in his opinion, forbade the acceptance
of any such authority as that tendered him by the Grand Chapter of
Florida. Reduced by the Grand Chapter to the dilemma either to
resign his membership and official station, or by acceptance of the con-
ditions offered depart from what he conceives to be his duty, and un-
willing for such cause to relinquish the one or depart from the other,
aided by the able Companion to whose efforts he has been largely in-
debted for the materials of his defence, he fearlessly offers himself (a
sacrifice it may be) to resist innovation, or to check a spirit of pro-
gressiveness in Masonry, which recognizes no law but that of expedi-
ency. We have no ambition to gratify, but that feeling of ambition,
or rather emulation, ever to be found side by side with those whose
aim it is to elevate the institution ; extend the circle of its usefulness ;
guard it from innovation, and cultivate a spirit of harmony throughout
its wide spread borders.

* The convention of delegates assembled for the purpose of forminz a Grand
Royal Arch Chapter for the New England States met at Hartford in 1798. Of
this convention Thomas Smith Webb was the chairman. In 1797 (one year
before) he published his chart, in the second part of which he gave his history
of the ineffable degrees.
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¢ With the following quotation from the pen of the Most E. P. G.
H. P. of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, we submit our cause. ¢ Our
Companions may, in the spirit of innovation, sever the bonds which
should connect and bind us into one,’ if they will—we regret their
want of prudence. Like him we say, ¢ If Magnolia Chapter is to be
immolated, let it be on the altar of Masonry —not upon that of inno-
.vation and change ;' like him we say, ‘We will walk to the sacrifice in
the old paths, and perish amid the old landmarks, well knowing that
the day is not distant when the executioners themselves will bow before
the altar upon which the victim is bound, and evoke the principles
they now condemn, to save them from the deeolating effects of their
present spirit.’ ” '

The reply to the defence of M. E. Companion H. R. Taylor
is from the pen of Past Grand High Priest John P. Duval,
and although more of a ritualistic than historical document,
is yet worthy of perusal, although his views are hardly those
that would be concurred in by the phalanx of Cryptic Masons
who are interested, and have made a study of the Rite, both
in Canada and the United States.

‘ Reply of the Past Grand High Priest John P. Duval to the Defence of
Most Excellent Harry R. Taylor, of Magnolia Chapter :

“To CoMpaNIONS R. A. Masons oF FLORIDA :

¢ In availing myself of the privilege accurded by the Grand Chapter
to reply to the arguments of Most Excellent H. R. Taylor, against the
location of the degrees of Royal and Select Master before the Royal
Arch, 1 must necessarily be brief, because 1 can find in his defence no
argument to answer. To show that this objection is not captious, I
only require that his defence be read. In making these remarks I do
not intend to detract from the acknowledged Masonic abilities of Most
Excellent High Priest Taylor ; on the contrary, I admit he has said
all that can be said in the defence of error. If there be no argument,
there are, however, remarks and opinions in the defence of which I will
give a cursory review. On the threshold of the defence, the legal
organization of the Grand Chapter is denied ; admitting the very
charge upon which High Priest Taylor was cited to appear before the
Grand Chapter. In reply 1 have only to say, that the records of the
Convention show that the Constitution of the Grand Chapter was
unanimously adopted, and that the representative of Magnolia Chapter
presented the resolution to form the Constitution, and was appointed
an officer of the Grand Chapter, and that Most Excellent High Priest
Taylor was elected and accepted the office of Deputy Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Florida at the last Convocation, High
Priest Taylor denies jurisdiction of the degrees of Royal and Select
Masters to Grand Councils of Select Masters, or to Grand Chapters,
anad claims jurisdiction for the Council of the 33rd Degree which they
themselves do not claim, as is apparent from the Constitutions of that
Order, in which each of the 33 degrees is named and specified, over
which they claim jurisdiction.

‘¢ Among the elaborate opinions of individuals, letters, and extracts
from Masonic periodicals copied in the defence, there are but two de-
serving notice, viz., the letters of Nathan B. Haswell, of Vermont,
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