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GRAND LopGe, June, 1825,

I certify, that, pursuant to 2 resolution of the Grand Lodge, of Janu-
ary 17, 1825, the R W. Grand Master, James Harper, esq. the R. W. Past
Grand Master, Josiah Randall, esq. and Brother Thomas F. Gordon were
appointed a Committee to ¢ompile and report the Constitutions, Rules,
and Regulations for the government of the Grand Lodge, and the Lodges
under its jurisdiction, and that the said Committee reported the following
work, which was unanimously approved by the Grand Lodge on the 18th

day of April, 1825,
SAMUEL H. THOMAS,

Grand Secretary.

.

Norz.—The price of a Warrant (page 135) is, by typographical error, stated

Ao be $1: it should read 81, say eighty-one dollars.
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DEFINITIONS, &c.

Taz Boox or ConsTrruTioN is usually denominated Amman
Rezon. The literal translation of Jhiman is, * 4 prepared bro-
ther,” from manah, to prepare; and Rezon, * Secret;” so that
JAhiman Rezen literally means, the secrets of a prepared bro-
ther. It islikewise supposed to be a corruption of Jchi Man
Ratzon, the thoughts, oropinions, of a true and faithful brother.

This book contains the fundamental principles, and regula-
tions of Free-Masonry, and the ceremonies and usages peculiar
to the state of Pennsylvania. It is published under the au-
thority of the Grand Lodge, and the observance of its regula-

“tions is obligatory upon the craft. It is carried on a velvet
cushion in all processions of the Grand Lodge, by the Masgter
of the oldest Lodge, in allusion to the Constitution of the Order
being originally vested in that officer, on whom, the business
of the Grand Lodge may devolve.

The term Lopak, is generally given to a congregation of Free-
Masons, as well as to the Hall in which they meet, as the term
Church is applied to the worshippers as well as to the temple.
But, technically speaking, the Lopce is an imitationof the JArk
of the Covenant, constructed by Bazaleel, accordingto the form
prescribed by God himself. (Ex. xxv. 10—23.) Asthat contain-
ed the tables of the Laws, the Lopge, the Ark of the Masonic
Covenant, contains the Book of Constitutions, and the Warrané
of Constitution, granted by the Gramd Lodge.

The Taesrie-Boamp, is a necessary appendage to évery
Lodge, as it aids the illustration of our work. It is a painted
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oil-cloth in a frame, with a tesselated border, on which are de-
scribed the various implements, and apparatus, of the three Or-
ders of Free-Masonry. Where a cloth of this kind is not provi-
ded, it has been usual to make the drawings upon the floor with
chalk and charcoal, that they may be obliterated when the work
is finished. .

The appellation Free-Masox, by which the members of our
Order are designated, is of uncertain origin. If Free-Masons -
were originally an associated body of architects, possessing se-
crets in the mechanical arts, unknown to the rest of the world,
then the term, probably, alludes to the congregated body, corpora-
tion, fraternity, or association of those architects. Being called
Free, may mean no more than being a member of that body, and
participating in all their rights and privileges; as in the present
day, men are made free of various guilds in England; either in
consequence of their having served a regular apprenticeship to
some trade, work_ed as craftsmen, and become masters; or as an
honorary mark of distinction, to some highly respectable person-
age, whom they wish to honor. And so, in like manner, the free-
dom of corporate cities, is given to distinguished persons, who
have done honor to their country, either as statesmen or com-
manders. From a variety of circumstances it is supposed that
the appellation Free-Mason, was expressive of the nature of the
society as founded for religious purposes. It is, probably, deri-
ved from, or corrupted of, Morigser, res arcana, mysteries; from
poo, 1 shul; sopa,a mouth; and Mogws, sacris initiatus mystis,
those initiated to sacred mysteries. In the Latin Lodges, a Free-
Mason is called, Lapicidn, one who worksin a quarry, a stone-
cutter, or worker in stone; thereby implying, that the society
originated with artists,

BrorHER, among Free-Masons, has reference to their pos-
sessing in common the same faith,* rather than the same nature,
which is not more peculiar”to Masong than to others. Persons

of the same trade, or profession, use this term in common par-
~ lance, as a brother carpenter, &c. and so a brother Free-Mason

% 18t. Jobn, passim.
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18 used in the same sense. When a vicious man is shown to us,
and it is tauntingly said, ¢ there goes a Free-Mason,” we must
console ourselves with the reflection, that although he be a bro-
ther of the same vocation, it cannot be said par nobile fratrum.

Laxpuarks. The Landmarks of Free-Masonry, are unques-
tionably, those marks of distinction, which peculiarly designate
our institution, and by which we discover, « examine and try,” a
brother’s right to the privileges of the Order. These are of the
utmost importance, and must be carefully guarded against every
thing like innovation or change. But our rites and ceremonies,
our laws and regulations, are not Landmarks, but depend, in a
great measure, on local circumstances. There are, however,
certain rules and forms, which, although not Landmarks, are
venerable for their antiquity, and ueful in their operation, and
ought to be guarded with the same care. '

In the early ages of the world, it was the custom to mark the
boundaries of landed property, by stones or posts, instead of fen-
ces. The removal of these produced confusion, disputes and in-
jury, and was criminal in the sight of God. * Thou shalt not
remove thy neighbour’s landmark, which they of old time have
set in thine inheritance.” Deut. xix. 14. Hence our peculiar
marks of distinction, are called Landmarks, as they designate
our inheritance among the craft, and prove our right to partici-
pate in the privileges they enjoy. The criminality of removing
the landmarks of old, is further seen, by the penalty annexed to
the act: « Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour’s landmark.
And all the people shall say, Amen.” Deut. xxvii. 17. The
consequences resulting from a similar crime in Masonry, need
not be repeated to the brotherhood. Having hitherto been pre-
served in safety, they will, there is no reason to doubt, remain
secure to the end of time.

The foregoing definitions have been taken from Dalcho’s
iman Rezen, and are inserted here, becauseit is believed they

may be useful; but they have not received the sanction of the
Grand Lodge.

abaufiftefinie.
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- BOOK I

HISTORICAL VIEW OF MASONRY.

Tuz Society of Free Masonry is a singular mo-
ral phenomenon, claiming our ‘admiration in pro-
portion as our knowledge of it is extended. Phi-
lanthropy has long sought a medium through
which the improvements of moral and physical sci-
ence might be communicated to all nations—a com-
mon language in which the kindness of the human
heart might address itself to all intelligent and sen-
tient beings. Such a language for science is yet to
be discovered. But in masonry we have obtained
the means of communication for the charities of our
nature which have surmounted the obstacles of space
and of the variety of climes, and the still greater
impediments produced by the difference of colour,.
of religion and of tongues. Scepticism itself may not
deny the existence of this medium. Its effects are

B



Ty

2 ' AHIMAN REZON.

visible in every quarter of the globe. The initiated
have partaken of its benefits in the most distant
lands, have been relieved in the vexatious perplex-
ities of business, have been rescued from the most
imminent dangers of flood and field, and have found
consolation under inevitable misfortune. And whilst
masonry has thus poured its blessings upon her sons
she has, with unparalleled wisdom, preserved her
mysteries from the profane. -

A society which is found in every christian coun-
try, and in many where the light of the gospel does
not shine—which has flourished luxuriantly amid
political and civil liberty, and which despotism can-

_ not destroy—which has taken from religious differ-

ences their bitterness and their repulsion, and has
united in one prayer and in‘one thanksgiving to
the great first cause, the Creator and Ruler.of all
things, his worshippers from the ends of the earth,
certainly merits no small portion of the attention of

the world, and especially of those who interest '

themselves in human happiness. It is arrogance, not

Al

wisdom, that treats such a subject, as frivolous and

-indifferent. Good sense will teach us, that what-

ever is sufficiently important to occupy the time and
thoughts of men in all countries has a material in-
fluence on their actions, and their happiness. The
reflecting and considerate will inquire into the ob-
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Jects and powers of such an association, though cau-
“tious prudence or timidity may deter them from
the employment of the means which are entirely ef-

ficient. The world is entitled to know the design of

an order so numerous and so extended. And its ob-
jects have been at all times frankly avowed; the
means by which they are effected, have been con-

cealed, only, because their publicity would destroy

their effect. . :

The end of Free Masonry, as it is at present con-
stituted, is the amelioration of our species by the
powerful agency of equality and mutual kindness,
by lessons of self-discipline rendered more effectu-’
al upon each member by the supervision of his fel-
lows: Free Masonry is a moral and eleemosinary in-
stitution, instructing its members to seek happiness,
by the observance of their duties to God, their fel-
lows, and themselves—to impart freely of their
abundance to those labouring under misfortune.;
The benevolence and active charity of masonry has
never been doubted, though the efficacy and purity
of its principles have been questioned, whilst the
finger of reproach has pointed to some unhappy
brother who has lapsed frem the fold. But let none
deny the influence of masonry upon morals until
they are prepared to show that there exist princi-
ples which are at all times equally operative upon

-
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4 AHIMAN REZON.

our nature, that the heavenly principles of Christ
are always obeyed by those who profess his name.
The history of masonry affords the most conclusive
evidence of the purity of its character. It is the
twin sister of rational and liberal religion. As bigot-
ry and superstition have faded in the splenddur of
truth, and religion has become less ascetic and more
amiable, masonry has grown and flourished. In En-
gland, Scotland, France and Germany, religion and
masonry have progressed together, and it is a
problem richly meriting inquiry how far they
have been reciprocally cause and effect. In the
United States of North America where religion is
altogether free and unshackled, masonry possesses
gigantic vigour. The pious priest, is frequently the
zealous mason, and finds nothing incompatible in the
precepts of his divine master and the rules of the

- cr.aftf The first great lesson of masonry is that which

discriminates the christian religion from all others,
“Jove thy neighbour as thyself;” and the heart that
is opened to a brother in masonry will not be long
closed against the rest of the human family. He
that is forbearing, forgiving, kind and courteous in
the habitual intercourse of the lodge, will not ne-
glect these virtues in his relations with the wotld.
Hence masonry may confidently claim a conspicu-
ous place amid the agents of general civilization.
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If such be the advantages flowing from masonry,
why it is asked, are its forms and ceremonies involv-
ed in secrecy? Why are they not proclaimed from
the rising to the setting sun? It might be answered,
that secrecy is an essential in masonry; that with-
out it there would be no masonry, and, consequent-
ly, none of its beneficent effects. But an answer more
satisfactory may be given: :

- Principles of virtue common to, and obligatory on,
all mankind are found, like fluids, to operate more
forcibly when confined and directed in certain chan-
nels. They run stronger and deéper-in these chan-
nels, and move their subjects with tenfold force. +
Hence communities, segregated from the mass of
mankind, have been formed for the promotion of
piety, religion, and learning; hence the various re-
ligious orders which have distinguished the chris--

‘tian and other religions; hence churches and col-

leges, and the forms and ceremonies by which the
candidates for clerical and academic honours are
made to pass. Each community has its peculiar at-
tractions, privileges, and immunities, appertaining
to its members only. In masonry the initiated are
distinguished from the profane by the possession of*
a medium of intercommunion unknown to all others.
And therefore independently of all other merit per-
taining to masonic secrets, they are powerful incen-
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tives to the curious to connect themselves with the
society. Their value in this respect will be proper-
ly appreciated, the objects of the association being
admitted to be virtuous. Considered as an eleemo-
sinary institution, the beneficence of masonry must
necessarily be restricted. Unbounded indiscrimi-
nate munificence could not be sustained. Upon a
society sp general, so widely extended, innumera-
ble impositions would be made, and would divert
the streams of charity from their proper objects, did
not the secrets of masonry protect them, by remov-
ing to a distance all whom the craft have not de-
clared worthy of its benevolence.

But, it is again asked, why is one sex only ad-
mitted to the benefits of the institution? Such how-
ever is not the fact. It is true, women are not ad-
mitted members of a lodge, nor are they received
into the management of many charitable institu-
tions, nor are they often members of our numer-
ous benevolent societies. Dependent beings, how-
ever, they enjoy a large proportion of the benefits
of masonry inthe character of mothers, sisters,
wives, and daughters of masons. The records of
every lodge bear ample testimony not only of the
pecuniary assistance, but of the cordial consolations
which masonry bestows upon them. But there is
another answer conclusive to the world' and most
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satisfactory to feminine delicacy. ~Since the meet-
ings of the institution are secret, the exclusion of
women is necessary, if not to avoid the enormities
of the Eleusinian and Dionysian mysteries, at least
to protect the order from the slanders of malevo-
lence. X ‘

A secret society spreading itself widely through
the world, and professing uncommon liberality of
principles, naturally alarmed the fears of the church
and the state in all countries where neither was
based upon the unrestrained will of the people.
And even in countries where political liberty was
cherished the first great modern progress of ma-
sonry was viewed with jealousy and dread. So
early asin the year 1735 the states general of Hol-
land issued an edict prohibiting the meetings of the
craft. A lodge at Amsterdam, confiding in the pu-
rity of its intentions and conduct, having ventured
to disobey this edict, its members were arrested

“and brought before a judicial tribunal. Here the of-
ficers of the lodge boldly defended themselves, de-
élaring on oath their loyalty and their devotion to
religion: and though it was impossible to make a
public disclosure. of their mysteries, they offered to
initiate any one possessing the confidence of the

_ magistracy. This reasonable proposition was im-

mediately adopted. The town secretary became a_
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mason, and his report induced the magistrates to fol-
low his example.*

In 1787, masonry was, by order of the govern-
ment, abolished in France. But the submission of
the brethren having allayed the fears of the govern-
ment, the order was gradually forgotten, and the
craft soon regained more than its pristine vigour
and splendour.}

It is said too, that the invincible silence of masons
on the nature of their mysteries, piqued the curiosity
of some fair ladies about the court of Maria Theresa,
the Empress Queen of Germany. And that having
in vain assailed the constancy of their husbands and
lovers, they, in revenge, persuaded the Queen to
command the arrest of all the masons in Vienna

whilst assembled in their lodges. But further indul- .

gence of these vindictive feelings was prevented by
the Emperor Joseph I, who, being himself a mason,
readily became responsible for the conduct of the
fraternity. ¢

These attempts on the craft were inconsiderable
compared with the persecution it underwent in the
states of the church. In 1738, the thunder of the
vatican was hurled, not only against masons, but
agaiust all others who promoted or favoured their

* Lawrig, : 1 Ibid.

e
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ause denouncing them as enemies to the tranquilli-
ty of the state and to'the spiritual interest of souls,
threatening every offender with the punishment of
excommunication. The reasons assignéd as j:xstiﬁ-
catory of this severe and iniquitous measure, were
the increase of masons, their reception of men of
all religions; and their obligations to preserye in-
violable the mysteries of the order. The papal bull

* was followed by an edict dated January 14, 1739,

subjecting every person attending a masonic assem=
bly to a fine of one thousand .crowns of gold, to the

- tortures of the rack, and to servitude in the gallies.

The proscribed masons were not allowed to defend
themselves by-a true représentation of their princi-
ples. A work entitled an apology for masons writ-
ten in. French, was condemned to be burned by the
common bhangman, in .one of the meost frequented
streets-of Rome.. Obedience to the ecclesiastical

~orders was required in all the catholic-countries in

Europe. And where the secular arm of the church
was inoperative, the priests endeavaured to sup-
press the order by intimidating their communicants.
In Holland at the examinations. preliminary to the
Lord’s supper, the candidates were required to de-

-clare whether they were free masons, If they re- .

plied affirmatively, the sacrament was refused, and
they were forever excluded from that solemn rite.
c .
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Several respectable persons having been thus ex-
pelled, the subject excited general attention. Re-
course to the press was had by both parties, until

‘the government interfering produced peace, by

forbidding the clergy from asking questions uncon-
nected with religious character. :

In Switzerland the bulls of the pope had no au-
thority, and masonry flourished in that republic till
the year 1745, when it was suddenly proscribed
by the council of Berne. Panic stricken at the dan-
gers which they imagined might spring from secret
societies, they forgot the claims of liberty and the
rights of conscience. They required every free ma-
son in Switzerland to accuse himself before the
magistrates of his district, to renounce his obliga-
tions of secrecy, and to swear in the presence of the
Deity to trample on the engagements which, before
the same being, he had undertaken to preserve. A
sense of its injustice, it is presumed, prevented the
enforcement of this decree, since masonry was af-
terwards revived and practised in Switzerland with-
out molestation. ,

In several instances the inquisition has siezed
upon masons in Italy, Spain, and Portugal, and has
subjected them to severe tortures and imprison-
ment, which they have borne with unshaken con-
stancy. At the present day, the state of Free ma-
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sonry in every country is indicative of the pos
litical and religious liberty which prevails. It is
forbidden on' the pains of death, in the feeble and
despotic governmeuts of Spain, Portugal, and Italy,
under penalties less severe in the German and Rus-
sian empires; it is tolerated in constitutional France,
protected in the free states of Great Britain, and
-ardently cherished in freer America. '
With . exception of the persecutions we have
-narrated, Free masounry, was suffered to propagate
undisturbed ' throughout Europe, until after the

osion of the French revolution. . This mighty

event caused by the disenthralment of the human
* miind, has been assigned to various causes. Men
blind to the intellectual improvement of the world,
and the progress of mankind in the sciences of poli-
tics and religion, have discovered a masonic con-
spiracy, against all government and every religion,
to which they had ascribed the political convulsions
of Europe. The Abbe Barruel an ex-jesuit, or, at
1least an apologist of that famous order, has written
_ many pages, with spirit and ingenuity werthy a bet-
ter subject, to prove this conspiracy. He has been
followed by Dr. John Robinson, professor of natural
phllosophy at Edinburg, who seems to have found
some special benefit flowing to himself from his le-
Bours to counect the society of Free masons with
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an association of Germans, known by the name of
The Illuminati. The work of Barruel is distinguish-
ed for its sophistry and eloquence, but above all for
its malignity; that of the professor, though much in-
ferior in the two first qualities, excels in the last.
The Abbe was excited to the publication of his
book by the most powerful motives, the want of
; bread, the love of fame, and the desire of.vengeance.
The professor looked to the sweets of ministerial
favor, for his efforts to excite a national horror
against French revolutionary principles.
Both these writers assert the following positions::
1.. That a secret society was founded about the year
1775, with the design to overthrow every establish-
ed government and®every form of the christian faith.
2. That this society was chiefly compased of men
of literature and science, such as members of the
learned professions, and professors of the universi-
ties. 8. That they sought, as members, men of
every class, but more especially men of rank, for-
tune, and character. 4. That they purposed to es-
tablish a community of goods; and a new system of
morals from which temperance, chastity and deco-
‘rum were to be excluded. 5. That this society
was first organized in Germany, and there amalga-
mated with the masonic lodges, then distinguished
for the number and respectability of their members:
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6. That they extended their influence to the lodges
of France, two hundred and sixty-six in number, '
then under the administration of the duke of Or-
leans: 7. That the most distinguished literary men of
France, I’ Alembert, Condorcet, Helvetius, Sieyes;
and others were members of these lodges, which
by their means; became -political clubs, hot beds of
_ treason and immorality. 8. That the labours of
these illuminated masons, were the primary. cause -
of the French revolutioen, and the principles pro-
* fessed by revolutionary France were those taught
by the society. ‘ '

The state of liberty, civil and religious, in conti~
nental Europe; before the epoch of the French
revolution, is universally known to have been la-
mentably circumscribed. Yet the progress of litera-
ture was great. The human mind had been exci- .
ted to new and extensive inquiries. A glimpse of
a better state was obtained, but the existing insti-
tuti;ms,. civil and religious, were barriers to its en-
joyment. A modification of those institutions -was
desirable, wa$ necessary: but every open -attempt
at amelioration was obnoxious to the government, -
and would be crushed by the strong hand of pow-
er, and recourse to secrecy was. indispensable.

The simplicity of English masonry consisting of
three-or at most of four degrees, was changed, on
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the continent, for one of much show.and intricacy.
The degrees were increased to forty-three, and
‘the mysteries were heightened by all the art and
mysticism of German genius, and-decorated with
all the splendor and fancifulness of French taste.
The lodges became attractive, and were numer-
ously attended. Men devoted to philosophical: in-
" quiry felt, in them, a confidence and security unat-
tainable elsewhere. The difference between this
- modern and ancient masonry, was not more striking
in the employment of thé lodge than in their appa-
rel.: The labours of the ancient lodges were con-
fined to the improvement of the brethren in the art,
and to inculcate the homely but essential virtues of
temperance and industry, frugality and charity.
- The modern lodges were eonverted into leeture
rooms. ' The orator was a constituent officer of the
lodge, and subjeets, which were forbidden by the.
church and the government, were too tempting to
be always resisted. - In the bosom of the lodge the
‘'most abstruse and subtle questions were discussed,
- and the mental powers of the brethren were use-
fully exercised. This employment of masons, hono-
“rable to their character, like every thing human,
was subjecf to abuse. And, possibly, some wild and
inéonsiderate speculations on morals, religion, and
politics may  have given a colouring of extrava-
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gance to the opinions of the German and French
masons. But their endeavours to promote a cor-
rect knowledge of the. principles of civil and reli-
gious liberty, though . offensive to the constituted
authorities, and on that ground reprehensible under
the masonic charges, will not be viewed by the
masons of the United States, as unpardonable.

If the offence charged upon masonry were, that
it had aided to bring aheut the continental revolu-
tions, the brethren would boldly avow and glory in
the deed. Time is consecrating the spirit which
gave birth to those events, and we should regret
indeed to lose that claim to the reverence and gra-
titude of posterity which our participation in them
must create. But whatever effect- magsonry may
have proddced, it was honourably attained. The
lodges did but diffuse the light of science and free-
dom, which religion and reason had produced. .

If a design so wicked and extravagant was ever
formed, as a conspiracy of the nature fancied by Bar-
ruel and Robinson, it is not impossible that its au-
thors might have endeavouredto convert the. mason-
ic lodges into academies for the study and dissemi-
nation of their principles. But all acquainted with
the nature of ancient masonry know, that such an
attempt could not be successful. Both the accusers
admit, that-in the degrees of ancient masonry, as
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practised on the continent, such pl:inciples were
unknown, and that the Illuminati was an order,
forming no part of masonry, as derived from Great
Britain, and practised on the continent. Hence, if
we admit that a society of Illuminati, such as these

authors have described, really - existed, its enormi-

ties cannot be charged upon masonry, since they
were unknown to it. But it would be- unjust to
make such admission, because- the principles of the
society are established by no evidence, but are de-
duced from their supposed effects. It is sufficient to
-say, that those effects are the modification of the

‘¢hurch and government in France, which, though

still imperfect, has added immeasurably to the

happiness of her people. Such admission would be

‘unjust also, because the accusation is so inconsistent,
that it cannot possibly be true. If there be any secu-
rity for the happiness of society, it must be found in
‘the diffusion of knowledge, and in men who devote
themselves to the acquisition of wisdom. It.is incon-
ceivable that the rich and the educated should con-
spire to destrey the barriers which protect their pos-
sessions, and their rank in society; that the jurist,
~ should labour to overthrow the laws, and to introduce
universal anarchy;that the divine should beeome the
apostle of impiety, and covertly sap the foundations
of all religion; in a word, is it credible that the orders
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of society, which best understand and most practise
morality and decorum, should unite for their de-
_ struction, and to introduce the most degrading vices.
Yet full faith in these absurdities, is indispensible
before we can believe that such a society as Barruel
and Robinson have described, has ever existed.
The French revolution has passed away, the
power of the sword has circumscribed the will of the
people, and masonry, had it been dangerous.to so-
ciety, and to established governments, might have
been eﬂ'ectﬁally crushed throughout Europe. It has
survived. The Grand Orient, or National Grand
‘Lodge, still flourishes in France, the society is still
honoured-and protected wherever liberty is not ab-
solutely stifled by despotism.
- But the works of the authors whom we have en-
deavoured, we trust, successfully to refute, were
not without their effect even in Great Britain. An
act of parliament was passed in 1799, for the sup-
pression of seditious societies, by which the frater-
nity were prohibited to erect new lodges within the
kingdom, and certain conditions were prescribed
for the continuance of the old ones. Two members
were required to certify on oath, that the lodge was
held as a masonic lodge before the passage of the
act: the certificate attested by the magistrate before
whom it was sworn, was to be filed with the clerk
D
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of the peace of the district, in which such lodge was
usually held, together with the name of the lodge,
and the description and name of every member; this
registry, was annually to be laid before the sessions
of the justices of the district, who were empowered
on the complaint of one or more credible persons,
that the continuance of the meetings of such lodge,
was likely to be injurious to the public peace and
good order; to direct them to be discontinued, and
any‘ meeting held, after such order, was declared
to be an unlawful combination and confederacy un-
der the provisions of the act. This tenure was cer-
tainly not the most secure; on the oath of an indivi-
dual, the magistrates might, without appeal, close
the lodges, and interdict their future congregation.
'Under these circumstances, the fact is an important
testimonial of the pure character of the craft, that
in no instance has this authority been exercised.
~ The origin of the society is lost in remote anti-
quity. The obscurity of its history, has given occa-
sion to various hypotheses, and many fanciful assi-
milations. An historical memoir, compiled by the
learned doctors Desaguliers and Anderson, the edi-
tors of the first printed collection of the masonic con-
stitutions, has fairly and honestly traced the histo-
ry of masonry to the commencement of time, and
derivesit as a special gift from the Creator to Adam.
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Let not the uninitiated smile at the extravagance of -
this genealogy. If he substitute the art of building
for free masonry, or identify them, he will, perhaps,
- excuse the zeal of the brethren, which finds for
the order such high antiquity, and discovers mas-
ters and grand masters of the craft, in the thousands
of distinguished men, who have lived since the crea-
tion. The generally received opinion, among well
informed masons, seems.to be, ‘that from the ear-
liest periods of civilized society, there has exist-
ed an association of artists, who, employed in ar-
chitecture, claimed a high and peculiar rank, which
they endeavoured to preserve untarnished, by
guarding the admission to their order with sedu-
. lous care. There is, undoubtedly a dignity in ar-
chitecture which no other art possesses, whether
employed in raising a hut, or in the erection of a
splendid temple. -In the improvement of the arts,
it maintains its pre-eminence, giving employment
to them all, and no man can be eminent as an ar-
~ chitect, who has not some knowledge of every art
and science. His works connect him with the pub-
lic, and with the rulers of the state, and attach to
him the practitioners of other arts, who execute his
orders; they are objects of public attention, and
transmit to posterity his genius and taste. It is not
therefore surprising, that he thinks highly of his
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profession, and that his pretensions should be ad-
mitted by the public, nor that he has in all ages
claimed pre-eminence over all other crafts. Traces
of architectural associations have been discovered in
very remote antiquity. The Dionysians of Asia Mi-
nor, were an association of architects and engineers,
who had the exclusive privilege of building tem-
Pples, stadia, and theatres, under the mysterious tu-
telage of Bacchus, and distinguished from the un-
initiated or profane, by their science, and by pri-
vate signs and tokens. They came from Persia to
Syria, and thence to Ionia, bearing with them that
style of architecture, now called Grecian. They
were divided into lodges distinguished by different
appellations; they occasionally held convivial meet- -
ings in houses erected and consecrated for this pur-
"pose, and each association was under the direction
of a master, and presidents, or wardens: they held
a general meeting once a year, which was solem-
nized with great pomp and festivity; and at which
the brethren partook of a splendid entertainment
provided by the master, after they had finished
their sacrifices to the gods. 'They used particular
utensils in their ceremonial observances, of which
- some were similar to those employed by free ma-
sons. The more opulent artists were bound to pro-
, vide for the exigencies of their poorer brethren.
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The monuments which they reared to the memory

of their masters and wardens, remain to the pre-

+ sent day in the Turkish burying grounds, at Siver-
hissar and Eraki. The inscriptions upon them, ex-
press in strong terms the gratitude of the fraterni-
ty, for their disinterested exertions in behalf of the
order, for their generosity and benevolence to its
individual members, for their private virtues, as
well -as for their public conduct. From the coinci-
dence of their. external forms, the identity of the
fraternity of the Ionian architects, and that of free
masons is inferred. And this inference is strongly
supported by the continuance of similar trading as-
sociations, during the dark ages in christian- Eu-
rope, which monopolized the building of churches
and castles, under the patronage of sovereigns and
princes.

From some striking analogies, and intimate rela-
tions, between the Elusinian and Dionysian myste-
ries, though varying in form, they are supposed
to have been substantively the same; and that con-
sequently the initiated at Eleusis, formed another
society of masons. The Dionysian artists, are sup-
‘posed to have assisted in the erection of Solomon’s
temple, and there to have given the opportu nity

 of forming the craft, as tradition has brought it to
us. And though no distinct. traces have been dis-
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covered of a trading association of this character
baving been preserved in Palestine, yet the estab-
lishment of a masonic order there is supported, by
strong circumstances. It is to be remembered that
the mysteries, of which we have spoken, though con-
nected with the mechanic arts, were also essential-
ly of a moral character. And, some cases, as in
that of Eleusis, the exercises were altogether of
an intellectual nature, unmixed with manual op-
erations. It might, therefore, and probably did
happen, that masonry in Judea, assumed a like ab-
stracted character, and that we may find the Dyo-
nisian artists, and free masons, in the sect or order
of the Essenes, whose origin and sentiments have
much divided the ecclesiastical historians, although
they agree ‘as to their constitution and religious
observances. '

This sect made the strictest scrutiny into the
character of the candidate proposed for admission
into their society. If he displayed an exemplary
life and entire dominion over his passions, he was
presented at the expiration of his noviciate with a
white garment, emblematical of the regularity of
his conduct, and the purity of his heart. A solemn
oath was then administered to him that he would
never divulge the mysteries of the order, would
make no innovations on its doctrines, and that he
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would pursue his course of piety and virtue. They
instructed the young member in the knowledge
derived from their .ancestors; they admitted o
 women into the order; they had particular signs
by which to ‘recognize each other, colleges or
lodges to which they resorted to practise their rites
and to settle the affairs of their society. When their
business was closed they partook of an entertain-
ment provided by the master. They abolished all
distinctions of rank, giving preference only to piety,
liberality, and virtue. Treasurers weré appointed
in ev‘er‘y town, to supply the wants of indigent
strangers. This society made pretensions to higher
degrees of piety and knowledge than the vulgar,
and these pretensions were undisputed. Austerity
of manners was a chief characteristic of its mem-
bers, though they occasionally assembled in con-
- vivial parties, and relaxed for a while the severity
of the duties they were accustomed to perform.
- /The time and manner in which the Essenes had
their origin, is uncertain. Their antiquity however
is very remote. They existed, according to Pliny,
at the building of Solomon’s temple, and Basnage,
who is disposed to consider them as of recent insti-
tution, admits, that they existed three hundred
years before the christian era. The learned Scaliger
contends that they were derived from the Kassi-
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deans, who are distinguished in the history of the
Maccabees. These Kassideans, or as it is written in
Maccabees, the Assidians, were a religious fraterni-
ty. or an order of Knights of the Temple of Jerusa-
lem, who bound themselves to adorn the porches of
that magnificent structure, and to preserve it from
injury and decay, and was composed of the greatest
men of Israel, distinguished for their charitable and
peaceful dispositions. The order of the Essenes,
like that of the Dyonigiacs, was not confined to a
particular country; it existed in many parts of the
world, and though the lodges in Judea were chiefly
if not wholly composed of jews, yet they admitted
into their order men of every religion and every
rank of life. They adopted many of the Egyptian
mysteries and like the priests of that country, the
Magi of Persia and the Gymnosophists in India, they
united the study of moral with that of natural phi-
losophy. Though patronized by the great and res-.
pected by all men for the correctness of their con-
duct and the innocence of their order, they were
persecuted by the Romans, until the abolition of
their order, about the miiddle of the fifth century.
From the Eleusinian, the Dyonisian and the Es-
senian mysteries, Pythagoras is said to have drawn
the peculiar system of his school. He formed a fra-
ternity whom he instructed in the sciences of the
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east. “ Before any one was received among his
~ disciples a minute and diligent inquiry was made
into his temper and character. If the issue of this
inquiry were favourable to the eandidate, he bound
himself by a solemn engagement to conceal from
the uninitiated, the mysteries he might receive and
the sciences in which he might be instructed. The
doctrines of charity, of universal benevolence, and
especially of affection to the brethren of the order
were warmly recommended to the. young disciples,
and such was their influence, that discord seemed
to have been banished from Italy. Strangers of
every country,ﬁof every religion, and of every rank
in life, were received, if properly qualified, into
the Pythagorean association. The initiated had par-
ticular words and signs by which to distinguish each
other and correspond at a distance. They wore
white garments as an emblem gf their innecence.
They had a particular regard for the East. They
advanced from one degree of knowledge to another.
They were forbidden to write their mysteries,
which were preserved solely by tradition.” This
association extended, in a short time, over the king-
doms of Italy and Sicily, and was diffused even .
through ancient Greece and the islands of the
Egean sea. Mr. Clinch, in some essays published
E
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in the Anthologia Hibernica for 1794, has attempt-
ed to prove, that masonary took its rise from the Py-
thagdrean fraternity; and of this opinion were the
free masons of England in the reign of Henry VI,
as appears from the masonic manuscript preserved
in the Bodleian library, in which it is expressly sta-
ted, according to the reading of the brethren, that
masonry was carried into France by the Pythago-
reans, whence it was imported into England.

In order to oompleté a sketch of what may be
termed the conjectural history of Free masonary, it
remains to notice the similarity said to exist be-
tween the objects and ceremonies of the Druids
and Free masons. The Druids were supposed to
have derived their origin from the Pythagoreans.
- For in the fifty-seventh Olympiad, about five hun-
dred and fifty years B. C. a colony of Phocians im-
ported into Gaul @he philosophy and the arts of
Greece, and prior to this period fraternities of Pytha-
goreans had been established in Greece. Ammia-
nus Marcellinus informs us that the Druids were
formed into fraternities as the authority of Pythago-
rashad decreed; and indeed the similiarity of their
philosophical tenets, as detailed in Henry’s History
of Great Britain (vol. ii, book 1, chap. iv, 8vo.) to
those of the Pythagoreans, authorizes the conclusion,
that they borrowed from this philosopher theirforms
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and mysteries as well as their religious and philose-
phical opinions. “This supposition is rendered more
probable from Abaris, a native of Britain, having
travelled into Greece, and returning by the way
of Crotona, was instructed in the Pythagorean mys-
teries, and carried back into his native country the
knowledge he acquired.

Having thus neticed the sources whence the
friends of masonry have supposed it to be derived,
it will be proper, to a just view of this subject, to
give the conjectures of its enemies. Even they ad-
mit the high antiquity of the order. Robinson tra-
ces it from the trading association of artists which
existed during the dark ages of Christian Europe,
without entering upon any investigation of the ori-
gin of that association. We may therefore suppose
him to differ little from the views of most enlight-
ened masons, But the Abbé Barruel, who has ex-
pended much labour to represent the stream as poi-
sonous and fatal, centends that its spring was most
impure. The founder of the craft whom he has dis-
covered is Manes or Manis, who lived in the year
277, of the christian era. The following is the history
of this individual, according to Barruel, and some
church authorities. Born a slave, and bearing the
name of Curbicus, he was purchased by a rich widow
of Palestine, was by her adopted, and became the
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heritor of her wealth. He was a Persian by birth,
and educated among the magi, and was himself one
of that number until he embraced Christianity. He
was an heresiarch of great power and influence.
He taught that “ there were two principles, the one
good, the other evil; that these principles were in
constant conflict with each other. Both were subject
to the dominion of a superintending power whose
existence is from all eternity. The good princi-
ple presides over the light, and is called God; the
evil rules the darkness, and is called Hyle or De-
mon. After a contest between these two powers, in
which the latter was defeated, he produced the first
parents of the human race. The beings proceeding
from this stock are formed of the corrupt matter of

the kingdom of darkness, possessing two souls, one

sensitive and lustful, derived from the demon; the
other, rational and immortal, a particle of that divine
light which had been immersed in the mass of malig-
nant matter. The earth was created by God, as a
dwelling place for the humanrace, that their captive
souls might by degrees be delivered from their cor-
poral prisons, and their celestial elements extracted
from the gross substance in which they were invol-
ved. With thisdesign God produced two beings from
his own substance, Christ and the Holy Ghost. Christ,
or the glorious intelligence, called by the Persians
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Mithras, subsisting in and by himself, and inhabiting
the sun, appeared in due time amongst the Jews
clothed with the shadowy form of a human bedy, to
‘disengage the rational soul from the corrupt body,
and to demonstrate the divinity of his mission
by stupendous miracles. That by the incitement
of the prince of darkness the jews put him to an ig;
nominious death, which he suffered in appearance
only. Having accomplished his purpose, he re-
turned to his throne in the sun, appointing apostles
to propagate his religion, and leaving his followers
the promise of the Paraclete, or comforter, who is
Mani the Persian. The souls of those who believe
in Christ the Son of God, renounce the worship of
the God of the Jews, who.is the prince of darkness,
and obey the laws delivered by Christ and illustrated
by Mani, are gradually purified by water, and fire,
first in the moon and then in the suu, their bodies re-
turning to their original mass. But those who neglect
the work of purification pass, after death, into the
bodies of other animals where they accomplish their
probation. Some, however, more perverse and ob-
stinate, are delivered over, for a time, to the power
of malignant aerial spirits, who torment them in,va-
rious ways. The redemption of the human race
being thus perfected, the frame of the world shall
he consumed by fire, the prince and power of dark-
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ness shall be forever confined by invisible guards
to their primitive seats of anguish and misery.”
This religious system, variously modified, was ex-
tended by Mani and his disciples over Asia, Africa,
and the south of Europe. Its adherents were much
persecuted, and concealed themselves under va-
rious names and forms. They are traced through
the dark ages, under the designation of the Cathores,
Begards, Bulgares, Coteraux, and Patarins, and va-
rious other denominations. The great crimes of
Manes in the eyes of Barruel,-a zealot of the Roman-
ist communion, was his slavery and heresy, both of
which he considered as indelible stains upon all
derived from him; and the sects we have enume-
rated, with others not specially named, are treated
by the Abbé with holy indignation. But it is not
thus the philosophic Condorcet speaks. '
“ In the south of France, whole provinces united
to adopt a doctrine more simple, a christianity more
pure, where man is subject only to'the Deity, judg-
ing according to his own lights, what the Deity had
pleascd to reveal in the books, emanating from him.”
“ Fanaticised armies, led by ambitious chiefs, de-
vastated these provinces. Executioners, led by le-
gotes and priests, immolated those who had escap-
ed the fury of the soldiery; a tribunal of monks was
established, who were to condemn to the flames all
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that were suspected of hearkening to the dictates of
reason.”

“ They nevertheless could not hinder the spirit
of liberty and research from gaining ground. Over-
powered in the state where it had dared to appear,
and where more than once intolerant hypoerisy had
combated it with savage war, it would reproduce
and spread itself in a neighbouring country. It was
found at all times, until that period when seconded
by the invention of printing, it grew in pdwer suf-
ficiently to deliver a great part of Europe from the
yoke of the court of Rome.” , ‘

Monsieur Condorcet then procéeds to inquire,
whether at a time when philosophic proselytism
would have been attended with danger, 'secrét as-
sociations were not formed, destined to spread and
perpetuate privately, and without danger among
a few adepts, a small number of simple truths, as
certain preservativesagainst the predominant preju-

dices. “ We will examine,” he continues, “ whether
that celebrated order (the templars,) against which
the popes and kings so barbarously conspired, are
to be numbered among these associations.”

These men of the south, Barruel has discovered
to be the religious sects we have enumerated, all of
whom, together with the templars and the occult
masons, he says, proceeded from Manes the parent

—e
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stock. This is evident to him from their disorganiz-
ing principles of liberty and equality.

It would not be just, if masoury be derived from
this source, to quit this branch of our subject, with-
out giving the views of the character of the famous
heresiarch Manes, as it has been drawn by writers
less prejudiced than monkish historians. And, with-
out intending to confirm the conjectures of the abbé,
we would observe, that he has traced many features
of resemblance, between the Manicheans and the
masons, which the initiated will instantly recog-
nize; so many indeed, that his conjectures are en-
titled to quite as much consideration as those which
identify masonry with the Essenes, the Pythagore-
ans, the Dionysians, or Eleusinians.

~ Mani then, according to the eastern authors, who

do not mention his slavery, was by profession a pain-
ter and engraver; admitted by the Greeks to have
been rich, learned, educated among philosophers,
and at the court of Persia, in his early age. He had
a hand so accurate and fine, as to draw lines and
make circles without rule or compass, and he made
a terrestrial globe, with all its circles and divisions.
It is also said, that he was skilled in astronomy, and
wrote a book of astrology. It is probable, according
to Beausobre, that he believed: our earth to have
two hemispheres, an upper and a lower, both inha-
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bited, and consequently, that there are antipodes.
He is represented as a learned man and a philoso-
pher, and it is said, that he wrote a system of phi-
losophy, and invented a musical instrument, called
by the Arabians, “ Oud.” The rule of life and man-
ner which he prescribed, was rigorous and severe.
His followers were divided into two classes, the
elect, and auditors. The former were enjoined to
the entire abstinence from flesh, eggs, milk, fish,
wine, all intoxicating drink, and all sexual connec-
tions. The auditors were allowed to possess wealth,
to feed on flesh, and to enter into the bonds of con-
jugal tenderness; but these liberties were permitted
under the strictest conditions of moderation and
temperance. Their religious worship was simple
and plain, and consisted of prayers, reading the
_ scriptures, and hearing public discourses; at which,
the auditors and elect assisted. They observed the
christian appointments of baptism of infants, and the

eucharist, communicating frequently in both kinds.

They kept the Lord’s day, observing it as a fast,
and Easter, and Pentecost.

With these notices of the suppositious history of
masonry, we proceed to consider that which comes
to us in a form somewhat more authentic. It isin
England alone that we are able to discover a con-
nected and probable history extending to a period

F
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far remote. There the origin of the craft is deduc
ed from the assoclation of trading artists, which we
have already slightly noticed. Assaciations of the
members of the several handicrafts, were common
in Europe, when their mysteries were less known,
and of more difficult acquirement than at present,
These associations had their signs, their ceremo-
nies, their hidden language, which constituted the
secret of the profession. This language, and these
signs, served to distinguish the workmen, and de-
noted the degree they had aequired, whether of ap-
prentice or master; and was a method of recogniz-
ing those, who, on the road asked for work, or for
support to enable them to continue their journey.
Such was the casein France, with the profession of
‘the Fendeurs, or hewers of wood, into which gen-
- tlemen and burgesses were admitted, and who at-
tended their meetings and repasts after the manner
of free mason. In later days, a similar association of
printers is said to have existed in Germany. Tra-
. ces of operative masons thus associated, are to be
found in many countries of Fiurope. They were
divided into classes graduated by their skill, each
class having distinctive words and signs, by which
s members were known to each other. Sir Chris-
topher Wren, himself a distinguished architect and
speculative mason, speaking on this subject, in some
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Trangactions, says, « that the holy war gave the
christians who bad been there, an idea of the Sa-
racens’ works, which were afterwards imitated by
them in the churches; and they refined upon it eve-
ry day as they proceeded in building. The Italians,
(among whom were some Greek refugees,) and
with them French, Germans, and Flemings, joined
into a fraternity of architects, procuring papal bulls
for their encouragement and particular privileges;
they styled themselves free masons; and ranged

~ from one nation to another, as they found churches

to be built. Their government was regular; and
when they fixed near the building in hand, they

~ made a camp of huts. A surveyor governed in chief,

every tenth man was called a warden, and over-
looked each nine; the gentlemen of the neighbour-
hood, either out of charity, or commutation of pe-
nance, gave the materials and carriages. Those
who have seen the exact accounts in records, of the
charge of fabrics of some of our cathedrals, near
four hundred years old, cannot but have a great
esteem for their economy, and admire how soon
they erected such lofty structures.”™ The editors of
the Quarterly Review, from whence the foregoing

* Quarterly Review, vol. xxiv, p. 145.
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is taken, pursue their remarks upon the history of
masonry in the following manner: “ it appears to
us that sir Christopher has not erred on the side
of vain glory, but of self-denial; and that he dimi-
nished the antiquity of the fraternity, instead of en-
hancing it. St. Alfred and king Arthur may, or may
not have been patrons of the brotherhood, but ma-
sonic Janguage may be traced in the reign of Char-
lemagne. [A. D. 730.] In a preceding era, there
are reasons for conjecturing its existence. Subse-
quent ages afford presumptive proof that the free
masons were the architects of the proudest Gothic
‘piles. Some have maintained, that until the statute
of 3 Henry VI, c. i, which greatly impaired their
organization ‘and prosperity, by prohibiting them
from meeting in their chaplers, they enjoyed a kind
of building monopoly in this country. In an inden-
ture of covenants made in this reign, between the
church wardens of a parish in Suffolk, and a com-
pany of free masons, the latter stipulate, that each
man should be provided with a pair of white leather
gloves, and a white apron; and that a lodge, proper-
ly tiled, should be erected at the expense of the pa-
rish in which they were to carry on their works.
It has been suggested, that the members of this an-
cient society, enwrapped themselves in mystery, in
order to conceal the method of cutting the arch
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stones, the #rast des pierres as it is termed in French,
from the profane multitude. Whether their rites
may not have contained doctrinal mysteries, we
shall, perhaps, have another opportunity of exa-
mining; at present we must content ourselves with
observing that it seems probable, that about the
time they borrowed the pointed arch from the east
they also became graftéd into the vast congeries of
the Manichean sects which flourished in the mid-
dle ages.™ T .
Of the existence of this masonic fraternity in En-
gland, the craft had preserved several documents
which, if not the most veracious,; were certainly very
ancient.} It would seem that St. Albans the En-
glish protomartyr who died A. D. 803, was a distin-
guished architect and patron of the order. From
~ an account written in the reign of Edward IV, and
formerly in possession of Elias Ashmole, Esq. foun-
- “der of the museum at Oxford, we are taught that
Athelstane, grand-son of Alfred, who translated the
Bible into the Saxon tongue, erected many buildings
and encouraged many masons from France, who
were appointed his overseers, and who brought
with them the ancient charges and regulations pre-
served since the Roman times. That he formed the

* Quarterly Review, vol. xxiv, p. 146. + Old Constitation.
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English lodges on the foreign model, and appointed
his brother Edwin, who was initiated into the ma-
sonic mysteries, Grand Master of the fraternity:
that Edwin summoned a grand communication of
masons at York, who, bringing with them all the
writingsand records extant in Greek, Latin, French,
and other languages, framed the Constitution and
charges of the English lodges, and enacted statutes
for their preservation. These charges and regula-
tions are said to be now in use among the fraterni-
ty. These manuscripts curious for their antiquity,
and grateful to the pride #f the craft, were destroy-
ed, the one in 1688, the other in 1720, from a mor-

bid delicacy of divulging the secret of the order.*

It would seem also, from a very old manuscript, a
copy of which was in possession of George Payne,

Grand Master in 1718, that the government of ma-

sonry formed a part of the polity of the kingdom;
that the sheriff of the county, or the mayor of the
city or alderman of the town was associated with the
master to preserve and enforce the regulations of
the lodge.t The order appears also to have been
patronized by the clergy. For the Latin register
of Wm. Molart, prior of Canterbury in manuscript
p. 88, entitled « Liberatio generalis Domini Guliel-

* Masonic Library. + Masonic Library.
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'mi Prioris Eclesiae Christi Canbuariensis erga Fas-
tum natalis Dominé 1429,” informs us, that in the
year 1429, during the minority of Henry VI, a res-
pectable lo&ge was held at Canterbury, under the
patronage of Henry Chichely the archbishop, at
which were present Thomas Stapleton the master,
~ John Motris, cusios, de la lodge lathemorum, a war-
den of the lodge of masons, with fifteen fellow crafts
and three entered apprentices, all of whom are par-
ticularly named. A record of that time says, “ the
company of masons being otherwise termed Free
Masons of antient staunding and gude reckoning, by
means of affable and kind meetings, dyverse tymes
and as a loving brotherhood used to do, did frequent
this ‘mutual assembly in the time of Henry VI, in .
the 12th year of his reign, A. D. 1434* And the
same record further says; “that the charges and
laws of Free Masons have been seen and perused
by our late sovereign king Henry VI, and by the
lords of kis most honorable council, who have al-
lowed them, and declared that they be right good
and reasonable to be holden as they have been
drawn out, and collected from the records of aun-
tient tymes.”
But the document received with most faith by
masons is a manuscript copy of an examination of

* Masonic Library.
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some of the fraternity taken before Henry V1, found
in the Bodleian library, by the learned and cele-
brated John Locke, Esq. The genuineness of this
document was not doubted by Mr. Lock, who sup-
poses it to have been a copy one hundred and sixty
years old, of an original two hundred years older,
written by the king himself about the time at which
he was initiated and put a check to the persecutions
of masons.

That congregations of masons were common im-
mediately preéeding the reign of that prince can-
not be doubted since they are recognized by stat. 3
Henry VI, entitled “ masons shall not confede-
rate in chapters.” The breach of this statute was
felony. Its object, my lord Coke informs us, was
to prevent the interference of masons with the sta-
tutes of labourers, which statutes having been re-
pealed the act of 3 Henry VI, ceased to be in
force. ‘ '

During the civil wars of York and Lancaster the
craft fell into great neglect, from which it wasina
measure retrieved under James I. It prospered du-
ring his reign, under the special administration of
Inigo Jones and the earl of Pembroke. During the -
civil war between Charles the first and his parlia-
ment, and in the time of the commonwealth little
leisure was afforded for the practice of masonry, yet
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it was not suffered absolutely to decay. In October,
1646, Elias Ashmole, Esquire, and his son-in-law
col. Henry Mainwarring were elected. From that
time the order was sustained by the admission of
numerous members from all classes and 'professions,
and honoured by the presidency of several noble- ‘
men, but chiefly distinguished by the grand master-
ship of sir Christopher Wren, the celebrated archi-
tect of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London.

Hitherto all the English lodges were independent
of each other, though governed by the same rules
and regulations, but paying much deference to the
grand lodge, which occasionally convened at York.
This grand lodge was composed not of masters, war-
dens and past masters in their representative capa-
city, but of all the brethren who congregated togeth-
er whenever the interests of the craft rendered it
necessary. The fraternity had a discretionary pow-
er to meet as masons in certain numbers according

 to their degrees, with the approbation of the master

of the work, as often as they found it necessary, and
being so met, to receive into the order brethren
and fellows and practice the rites of masonry. The
ancient charges were the only standard for the regu-
lation of conduct, and no law was known in the
society which these charges did not inculcate. To
the award of the fraternity at large, in general meet-
¢
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ing assembled, all brethren were subject, and the
authority of the grand master never extended be-
yond these general meetings. Every private as-
sembly or lodge was under the direction of its par-
ticular master, chosen for the occasion, whose au-
thority terminated with the meeting. When a lodge
was fixed at any particular place for a certain time,
an attestation from the brethren present, entered
upon record, was a sufficient proof of its regular con-
stitution; and this practice prevailed many years
after the revival of masonry in the south of Eng-
land. :

But the craft being no longer essentially opera-
tive, and composed of men engaged in the construc-
tion of buildings, new means for its government
and propagation were devised. After the death of
sir Christopher Wren, the lodges in the south of
England, four in number, met in London, in Febru-
ary, 1717, and the oldest master mason present
taking the chair, they constituted themselves into
a grand lodge, pro tempore, in due form. They re-
solved upon quarterly communications, to hold their
next annual assembly and feast on the 24th of June,
at a tavern in St. Paul's church yard, the place at
which the oldest lodge usually assembled. Pursu-
ant to this resolution, on St. John the baptist’s day,
1717, in the third year of the reign of Geo. I, a
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grand lodge was permaneatly organized, and Mr.
Anthony Sayer, was elected grand master. He en-
tered immediately upon the duties of his office,
appointed his wardens, and commanded the brethren
of the four lodges to meet him and his wardens
quarterly in communication.

At this meeting it was resolved that, “ The privi-
lege of assembling as masons, hitherto unlimited,
should be vested in lodges convened at certain pla-
. ces, and that no lodge thereafter assembling, e.xcept'
the four then existing, should be deemed regular
and constitutional, unless authorized to act by a war-
rant from the grand master, granted on petition
of individuals, with the consent and approbation of
the grand lodge in communication: In compliment
to the brethren of the lodges, by which the grand
lodge was first constituted, it was also resolved,
“ That every privilege which they collectively en-
joyed, by virtue of their immemorial rights should
be continued to them: And that no law, rule, or re-
gulation to be thereafter adopted in grand lodge,
should deprive them of such privilege, or encroach
on any land mark, which was at that time establish-

ed as the standard of masonic government. A code

of laws was framed, in which the following article
was incorporated: “ Every annual grand lodge
has inherent power and authority to make new re-



44 AHIMAN REZON. °

gulations, or to alter these for the real benefit of this
ancient fraternity: provided always, that the old land
marks be carefully preserved; and that such altera-
tions and new regulations be proposed and agreed
to at the third quarterly communication preced-
ing the annual grand feast, and that they be offer-
ed also to the perusal of all the brethren before din-
ner, in writing, even of the youngest apprentice; the
approbation and consent of the majority of all the
brethren present being absolutely necessary to
make the same binding and obligatory.”

. This remarkable clause, with thirty-eight regula-
tions preceding it, all of which are printed in the
first edition of the book of constitutions, were ap-
proved and confirmed by one hundred and fifty
brethren, at an annual assembly and feast held at

. Stationer’s Hall, on St. John the baptist’s day, 1721,

and in their presence subscribed by the master and
wardens of the four old ledges, on the one part, and
by Philip, duke of Wharton, then grand master,
Theophilus Desaguliers, M. D. F. R. S. deputy
grand master, Joshua Timson and William Haw-
kins, grand wardens, and the master and wardens
of sixteen lodges. This constitution, together with
the special clause, the grand master, for the time
being, his successors, and the master of every lodge
to be thereafter constituted were bound to preserve



AHIMAN REZON. 45

mviolate. To commemorate this circumstance it has
been customary, since that time, for the master of
the oldest lodge to attend every grand installation,
and taking precedence of all present, the grand mas-
_ter only excepted, to deliver the book of original
constitutions to the new installed grand master, on
his engaging to support the ancient charges and
general regulations.- :
The four lodgesby these means, as they believed,
established the basis of masonic jurisdiction in the
south of England, and secured their ancient land
marks from innovation. The established regulations
they considered as a contract to which they were
parties, obligatory upon them so long as it was duly
observed by all others. But claiming to hold their
masonic rights by authority paramount to the
grand lodge, they held themselves restored to
their original state of independence by any viola-
tion of the new constitutions by the grand lodge.
Under the administration of grand masters Sayre,
Payne, Dr. Desaguliers, the duke of Wharton, the
duke of Montague, and other distinguished noble-
men, the society continued to prosper and increase.
In 1640, there were above sixty lodges under the
jurisdiction of the grand lodge of England. Some
of these were located .on the continents of Europe
and America, and some in India. The reputation of
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the society may be estimated from the fact that
Francis, duke of Tuscany, afterwards emperor of
Germany, Frederick, prince of Wales, and Freder-
ick, prince royal, afterwards the great king of Prus-
sia, were initiated into the order.

“ While masonry was thus spreading its influence
over the southern part of the kingdom, it was not
neglected in the north. The general assembly,
or grand lodge at York, continued regularly to
meet as heretofore. In 1705, under the direction of
sir George Tempest, bart. then grand master, se-
veral lodges met, and many worthy brethren were
initiated in York and its neighbourhood. Sir George
being succeeded by the right hon. Robert Ben-
son, lord mayor of York, a number of meetings of
the fraternity was held at different times in that
city, and the grand feast during his mastership is
~ said to have been very brilliant. Sir William Re-
binson, bart. succeeded Mr. Benson in the office of
grand master, and the fraternity seem to have.con-
siderably increased in the north under his auspices.
He was succeeded by sir Walter Hawkesworth,
bart. who governed the society with great credit. At
the expiration of his mastership, sir George Tem-
pest was elected a second time grand master; and

. from the time of his election, in 1714 to 1725, the .

grand lodge continued regularly to assembleat York
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under the direction of Charles Fairfax, esq. sir Wal-
ter Hawkesworth, bart. Edward Bell, esq. Charles
Bathurst, esq. Edward Thompson, esq. M. P. John
Johnson, M. D. and John Marsden, esq. all of whom,
in rotation, during the above period, regularly filled
the office of grand master in the north of England.

“From this account, which is authenticated by
the books of the grand lodge at York, it appears,
that the revival of masonry in the south of England,
did not interfere with the proceedings of the fra-
ternity in the north. For a series of years the
. most perfect harmony subsisted between the two
grand lodges, and private lodges flourished in hoth
parts of the kingdom under their separate juris-
diction. The only distinction which the grand lodge
in the north appears to have retained, after the re-
vival of masonry in the south, is in the title which
they claim, viz. The grand lodge of all England;
while the grand lodge in the south passes only un-
der the denomination of The grand lodge of Eng-
land. The latter, on account of its situation, being
encouraged by some of the principal nobility, soon
acquired consequence'and reputation; while the
former, restricted to fewer, though not less respec-
table, members, seemed gradually to decline. For
many years, however, the authority of the grand
lodge at York was never challenged; on the con-
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trary, every mason in the kingdom held it in the
highest veneration, and considered himself bound
by the charges which originally sprung from that
assembly. To be ranked as descendants of the ori-
ginal York masons, was the glory and boast of the
brethren in almost every country where masonry
was established; and, from the prevalence and uni-
versality of the idea, that in the city of York ma-
sonry was first established by charter, the masons
of England have received tribute from the first
states in Europe.”

About this period, (1749) much dissatisfaction be-
gan to prevail among the craft, in consequence of
some innovations on its usages. The discontented
separated themselves from the established lodges,
-and held meetings for the purpose of initiating mem-
bers, contrary to the laws of the grand lodge. These
riew lodges becoming numerous, assumed the cha-
racter of York masons, and though momentarily
checked by the censure of the grand lodge, soon -
acquired great force and.vigour, in consequence of
the "change made by the grand lodge of England,
in the ancient and most important land marks. A
new grand lodge was established, professedly on the
ancient system, and under the sanction of the an-
cient York constitutions. This grand lodge posses-
sed the entire confidence of the grand lodges of
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Scotland and Ireland, who reprehended and reject-
ed the novelties of the grand lodge of England.
Hence proceeded the division between the ancient
and modern masons, which has for a long time se-
parated the members of a society which should have
been indivisible. It is however consoling to observe,
that this evil, which extended as widely as mason-
ry itself, has been healed at its source. The grand
" lodges of England have united, and this good ex-
ample has been followed in many parts of the world,
especially in New York and South Carolina. ' And
it is much to be regretted, that the distinetion should
be in any place preserved. It is but justice to add,
that the first amalgamation of ancient and modern
masons was made in Boston, Massachusetts, in a
manner we shall narrate more particularly hereaf-
ter. ' 4 :

. In 1777, a dispute arose between the grand lodge
and the lodge of Antiquity, one of the four original
lodges which formed the grand lodge of England.
The primary cause of this quarrel, was the breach
of the regulations in relation te processions by that
lodge, its members having attended divine service in
masonic garb, and regalia, without a dispensation for
that purpose. The breach was widened by a hasty
and inconsiderate order of the grand lodge, com-
manding the lodge of Antiquity to reinstate three

H
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members whom they had expelled for misbehaviour.
The quarrel waxing warm, the original cause of dis-
pute was forgotten, and a contest for power was com-
menced, which ended in the total estrangement of
the parties for upwards of ten years. In justification
of the proceedings of the grand lodge, the following
resolution was adopted in 1779, printed and dispers-
ed among the lodges. * Resolved, That every pri-
vate lodge, derives its authority from the grand
lodge; and that no authority but the grand lodge, can
withdraw, or take away that power. That though
the majority of a lodge may determine to quit the so-
ciety, the constitution or- power of assembling, re-
mains with, and is vested in the rest of the mem-
bers, who may be desirous of continuing their alle-
giance; and that, if all the members withdraw them-
selves, the constitution is extinct, and the authority
reverts to the grand lodge.” The lodge of Antiqui-
ty contended, that whatever might be the force of
this resolution upon lodges deriving their constitu-
tions from the grand lodge, it was inapplicable to
a lodge, whose being was from another, and an an-
terior source, and which had never surrendered its
primitive rights; and that the right which originally
appertained to them, to convene and make masons
still remain unaltered.
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The grand lodge of England, notwithstanding the
dissentions which had occasionally prevailed, con-
tinued to flourish, patronized by the royal family,
many of whom were members; by noblemen of the
highest rank, and by gentlemen of distinguished re-
putation. In 1792, the prince of Wales was elected
grand master, who appointed lord Rawdon, since
earl of Moira, his deputy.
- The grand lodge of free and accepted ancient
York masons, also prosecuted its labours with suc-
cess, obtaining the support of many worthy and dis-
tinguished men. The duke of Athol presided as
grand master in 1772, being then also grand mas-
ter of Scotland. With the strength and prosperity
of these two grand lodges, their antipathy to each

other increased. Indiscreet and intemperate zeal
hurried the brethren into misrepresentation and in-

decorum. The hostility of the parents descended to
their children. Lodges, warranted by the grand
lodge of ancient masons, refused to recognize others
warranted by the grand lodge of England; hence,

even on the western shores of the Atlantic, the feud

was continued. This very embarrassing and unpro-

fitable division was happily, in a measure, healed ‘

in England, in 1818,
Free masonry was introduced into Scotland, by,
the architects who built the abbey of Kilwinning.
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This is manifest not only from those authentic do-
cuments by which the existence of the Kilwin-
ning lodge has been traced back as far as the end
of the fifteenth century, but by other collateral
arguments which amount almost to a demonstra-
tion. The history of the order in Scotland is
shorter and more certain in its character than that
of England. While free masonry was encouraged
in ‘England by Henry VI, his cotemporary James
1, patronised it in the sister kingdom of Scotland.
A grand master chosen from the nobility or clergy
was established with a revenue of four pounds
scots from each master mason, and a fee at the
initiation of every new member. The duty of this
officer was to adjust the differences which should
arise between the members, and to regulate the af-
fairs of the fraternity, which it would be improper
to bring before the ordinary tribunals. He ap-
pointed deputies, or wardens, who resided in the
chief towns of Scotland, and managed the concerns
of the order when it was inconvenient to appeal to
the grand master himself. In the reign of James
I1, the office of grand master was made hereditary
in the family of William St. Clair, Earl of Orkney
and Caithness, baron of Roslin, and founder of the
much admired chapel of Roslin, on account of his
attention to the interests of the order, and the ra-
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pid progress of the royal art under his administra-
tion. The office continued in his family until the
institution of the grand lodge of Scotland. The
barons of Roslin held their armual meetings at Kil-
winning, and granted warrants to such brethren as
were desirous to erect regular lodges in different
parts of the kingdom, all of whom held of the lodge
of Kilwinning, and in token of respect and submis-
sion, many of them joined to their own name, that
of the mother lodge.. But the Scottish annals are
very barren upon this subject. There is, however, |
a letter in the privy seal book of Scotland, dated
at Holyrood house, 25th Sept. 1590, granted by
James VI “to Patrick Copeland of Udaught, for
using and exercising the office of wardenrie over
the art and craft of masonrie over all the boundis
of Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardine, to hed, war-
den and justice courts within the said boundis, and
there to minister justice.” This grant affords full .
evidence that masonry was sufficiéntly important to
merit special consideration, and that men of rank
were, even at this early period, associated with the
society. 'This is further confirmed by the minutes
of St. Mary’s chapel, the oldest lodge in Edin-
burgh, which extend so far back as 1598. By these
it appears, that Thomas Boswell of Auchinleek,
was made a warden in the year 1600, and, that the
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hon. Robert Morey, quarter master general to the
army in Scotland, a master in 1641.

The family of St. Clair, does not seem to have
claimed the office by hereditary right throughout
their line, but their right was distinctly acknowledg-
ed by the masons themselves in 1680, and for some
years antecedently by certain charters in which
they appointed sir William St. Clair, of Roslin, his
heirs and successors to be “ their patrons, protectors
and overseers in all time to come.” The office
"“thereafter was exercised by some one of the family
_ pursuant to the right thus recognized until 1796,
when William St. Clair, Esq. then grand master
being under the necessity of alienating his estate,
and having no children, was desirous of restoring to
masons the right of choosing their grand master.
He convened the lodges on St. Andrew’s day of
that year to the number of thirty-two, and formally
resigned to them that office, which his family had
derived from the grant of the king confirmed by the
craft. Thus the first grand lodge of Scotland was
formed. In gratitude for the liberal disposition of
William St. Clair, he was unanimously elected and
proclaimed grand master mason of all Scotland. The
grand Jodge immediately proceeded to establish a
revenue, by requiring an initiatory fee from all per-

sons admitted to the craft, subsequently to its crea-
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tion. This requisition was general, though the Kil-
winning lodge petitioned that it might not be de- -.
manded from operative masons. The authority of
the grand lodge was rendered permanent and incon-
testible by a measure directly opposite to that
which had been adopted at the formation of the
grand lodge of England. The lodges composing
the latter endeavoured to preserve their original
rights independent of the grand lodge, but those of
the former surrendered their old and received
new warrants. KFrom the time of its organization
the grand lodge of Scotland has been distinguished
by the respectable character of its presiding offi-
cers, by the union and harmony of its subordinate
lodges, and by the respect and veneration in which
it has been held by the masons of Europe. The
progress of masonry in Scotland was not alto-
gether unopposed. In the year 1745, the asso-
ciate synod having been informed that many im-
proprieties were committed at the initiation of ma--
sons, .remitted the representations made tothem
to all the kirk sessions under their inspection, with
instructions to act upon them as they thought pro-
~per. - In 1755, however, they appointed all their

kirk sessions to examine every person suspected to
be a free mason, and to demand a specific answer,
to any question they might ask concerning the ad-
ministration of a masonic oath. In the course of
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_these examinations, they learned for the first time,
that men who were not architects were admitted in-
to the order. 'This induced them to adopt stricter
measures. They prepared a list of questions, rela-
ting to masonic ceremonies, which they directed
every kirk sessions to put to those under their
charge; and such as refused to answer them were
debarred from religious ordinances. This disposi-
tion wanted power only to produce an active and
cruel persecution. But its inability was such, that
the grand lodge did not deign even to notice it.

With regard to the grand lodge of Ireland, and
the history of masonry in thatkingdom, our materials
are limited. The grand lodge was organized in 1780,
and has flourished luxuriantly.

~ The early history of masonry, in continental Eu-
rope, is involved in much obscurity. The trading fra-
ternity of the middle ageé is assigned as its more im-
médjate scource. But it isadmitted that these asso-

' ciations were utterly destroyed, and that not a ves-

tige of their existence is discoverable, for many

centuries, unless it be found in the order of knights
templars. We proceed to treat concisely on the as-
similation of that order with the society of free ma-
sons. The order of the knights templars, was institu-
ted, during the crusadesin the year 1118, by Hugo
de Paganis, and Geoffry of St. Omers. It derived its
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name from the residence of its members, near the
church in Jerusalem, which was dedicated to our Sa-
viour. Its professed object was, the protection of the
christian pilgrims, whose piety led them to the holy
city; but it is supposed that its chiefand primary de-
sign, was to practice and preserve the rites and mys-

teries of masonry. The friends and enemies of mason-

ry,are agreed upon this point. The former have ad-
mittgd‘ the fact, because of its truth, and the latter
have supported it, because they believed it was in-
jurious to the fraternity.* The prodigies of valour,
displayed by the templars, their charity towards the
distressed pilgrims, and the virtues which adorned
their private character, procured them, from the
princes of Europe, extraordinary respect, and enor-
mous wealth. The virtue which glowed with dazzl-
ing brilliancy, in the fiery hour of trial, was obscured
and lost amid the seductions of prosperity. Having
become luxurious, haughty, and ambitious, they in-
termeddled in the policy of kingdoms, and excited
the fear, the jealousy, and the hatred of their princes.

In France, particularly, they made Philip the fair

their enemy. Actuated by revenge, and lust for their
wealth, as much as by the sense of justice, he impri-
soned in one day, all the templars in France. The
charges made against them, were of the most enor-

* See Barruel.

I



58 AHIMAN REZON.

mous character; and truth compels us to declare that
the guilt of many of them is rendered highly proba-
ble from judicial inquiry and their own confession.
There would indeed be no reason to doubt on this
subject, if many of these confessions had not been
extorted by the rack; and if the grand master Molay
had notretracted at the stake the confession he had
made, of the crimes of the order, even though life
was promised him, as the price of his perseverance in
the declaration of guilt. The order was abolished,
and its nine thousand commanderies throughout Eu-
rope, were confiscated. But, whatever vices were
provedagainst a portion of the order, it is incontesti-
ble that a large proportion was innocent, and were so
declared by their judges. Their virtues were the
fruits of their principles, their vices of their prosperi-
ty, which tempted them to sensual gratifications.
The order of the jesuits, because unconnected with
the world, except by religion and literature, have not
been more impeccable; and we migl{t with equal
propriety ascribe the arrogance and consequent
abolition of the litter, to their christian principles, as
the corruption of the former to its masonic character.
The destruction of the templars was completed in
" the first quarter of the fourteenth century: from that
time, we have no evidence of the practice of mason-
ry on the continent until the close of the sixteenth
century.
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Indeed though it is universally conceded, that
masonry, as at pre sent established in continental
Europe, was received from Great Britain, the ay-
thorities differ as to the period at which it was ex-
ported. Dr. Robinson informs us, that it was carried
over to France by the adherents of James II, who
used it as an engine to effect the restoration of their
master. But Mr. Lawrie with more reason conjec-
tures, that. it was introdnced into that kingdom du-
ring the minority of Mary queen of Scots. At that
time the intercourse between Scotland and France
was more intimate than at any other period; Mary
of Scotland being married to the heir apparent of
France, and Mary of Guise, sister of the French
king, being regent of Scotland. French troops re-
siding in Scotland and habituated to the manners _
and customs of their allies would carry to their pa-
tive country such as would afford them pleasure;
and none were more congenial to the disposition of
Frenchmen than the ceremonial observances of ma-
sonry. These views are rendered still more pro-
bable in the opinion of the historian last quoted,
from the fact, that in the year 1625, a particular
jurisdiction for masons called Masonrie, was es-
tablished in France. But we confess that we dis-
cover in this fact nothing more than a particular re-
gard for the welfare of operative masons, since free



60 AHIMAN REZON.

masons were not subjects of its jurisdiction. It is
certain that the nations on the continent paid great
respect to Scotch masonry, and that the French
added to the three degrees which they received,
that of Chevalier magon Ecossais, or Scotch masonic
knight.

But whenever, or from whatever sources the
mystery was received, it took a strong hold upon
the affections and taste of the French people, it
spread widely through the kingdom, and as we have
elsewhere remarked, fora moment alarmed the jea-
lousy of the government. This latter circumstance:
may perhaps be ascribed to the absence of proper
regulation and supervision of the lodges. Dispersed
over an extensive territory without a common head
or rules of government common to and obligatory
upon-all, it was almost impossible that irregularities
should not exist. For the purpose of removing these
and to prevent their recurrence, the order found it
necessary to adoptthe measure pursued by the Brit-
ish masons and to establish in ageneral grand lodge
a controlling and directing power. In August 1776,
L’Etat du Grand Orient de France, was established,
- and means were subsequently taken to bring under
itssubjection all the lodges of thatkingdom. Priorto
this epoch the state of masonry, as painted by
the Grand Orient was indeed heterogeneous. The
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prior administration vicious inits principles and dan-
gerous in its consequences, had shaken the order
to its foundation. The mgater was immoveable and
this right, soinconsist‘&e liberty and equali-
ty of masons, discouraged {gpulation

Nay, this right became the subject of traffic, and
the source of profit to its possessor. Lodges of false
masons were every where erected, and candidates
‘were admitted without regard to condition in life
or character. The true masons, scandalized by men
who dared publicly to call them brethren, endea-
voured to conceal themselves in obscurity. The
' only remedy for such flagrant evils was to take away
from' the masters the tenure for life by which they
held their offices, to re-establish in the lodge liber-
ty and equality, and to acknowledge no lodge as
regular, which was not constituted, re-constituted
or congregated by the grand lodge. |

The principles of the grand orient of Frarnce, and
of the order -are eloquently described in the conclu-
sion of a circular of the grand lodge of 1777. “Your
labourand ours,”say they, “should tend to the gene-
ral happiness of the human race. What can contri-
bute more to this happiness, than friendship, this
gift to men by the great architect of the universe,
to enable them to support the weight of their ex-
istence! Let us not forget that we owe to the world
an example of virtue; that men become acquainted
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with all the advantages of union, by the spectacle
of these masons, who separated in civil life by vari-
ous interests, forget thegg all in order to enjoy the
pleasures of friendsld&nutual improvement;
always ready to symp%hlze in the griefs of their
brethren, to proffer consolation, to pity and to par-
don their weakness. Who can be more useful to
society than those masons, who give the example
of purity of manners, by repelling every man whose
irregular conduct would injure it? What sacrifices
may not the country expect from those whose en-
lightened minds yield submission to the laws; who
devest themselves of the vanity of rank, the better
to study mankind; who make it a duty te discover
the wants of their brethren, that they may imme-
diately succour them, with those attentions which a
great soul readily imagines, when it is necessary
to manage the delicacy of the unfortunate. Such
are the obligations which our order imposes, and
asthey ameliorate our race we should cherish them.
To make of all masons a single family, dear to each
of its members, and precious to humamty, is the
fulfillment of our duties.”

Masonry was rapidly propagated throughout
Europe, and in other countries, by the labours of
English, Scotch, and French masons. In the year
1729 it was introduced into the HEast Indies, and
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soon after a provincial grand master was appointed
to superintend the lodges in that quarter. In 1730
a provincial deputation was granted to monsieur
Thuanus for the circle of Lower Saxony. A pa-
tent was sent to Holland, in 1731, to erect a lodge
at the Hague, and provincial grand masters were
appointed for Russia, and for Andalusia, in Spain.
In 1786, lodges were erected at Cape Coast, in
Africa, and at Geneva, and provincial deputations
were granted for Upper Saxony, and the American
islands. In 1738, a lodge was instituted at Bruns-
wick, under the patronage of the grand lodge of
Scotland, in which the late king of Prussia was ini-
tiated when prince royal. In this lodge, many of
the German princes were initiated, who afterwards
filled the office of grand master with honour to
themselves, and advantage to the fraternity.

On the thirtieth April, 1733, Anthony lord ¥is-
count Montagu, grand master of the grand lodge
of England, by commission dated the thirtieth
April, 1783, appointed Henry Price provincial
grand master in North America, with full authority
to appoint his deputy and other officers, and to con-
stitute lodges. A grand lodge was opened in Bos-
ton in due form, in the succeeding July, at which_
Andrew Belcher assisted as deputy grand master,
and Thomas Kelly, and John Quann, as grand war-
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dens. From this body, which assumed the name
of the St. John’s grand lodge, emanated many
lodges in Méssachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caroli-
‘na, Barbadoes, Antigua, Newfoundland, Louis-
burg, Nova Scotia, Quebec, Surinam, and St.
Christophers. Its labours were steadily pursued,
until the commencement of hostilities between
Great Britain and America, when Boston becoming
a garrison town, and being abandoned by many of
its inhabitants, the communications were suspend-
ed, until after the peace.

In 1755, another grand lodge on the ancient es-
tablishment, was constituted at Boston, under the
designation of the Massachusetts grand lodge.
Many of the brethren of Boston, who were ancient
masons were formed into a regular lodge by Sholto
Charles Douglass, lord Aberdeen, grand master of
Scotland, under the title of St. Andrew’s lodge,
No. 82: This lodge grew so rapidly in number,
that in despite of the opposition of the St. John’s
grand lodge, it was soon enabled, with the as-
sistance of some travelling lodges, belonging te the
British army, to organize a grand lodge, on the
ancient principles. In 1769, at the. celebration
of the festival of the evangelist, a commission from
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the earl of Dalhousie, grand master of masons in
Scotland, was read, appointing Joseph Warren to
be provincial grand master of masons in Boston,
and within one hundred miles thereof. And in the
year 1772, Mr. Warren was commissioned by the
earl of Dumfries, grand master of Scofland, grand
master of masons, for the continént of America.
Before the revolution, this grand lodge granted
warrants for lodges, to be holden in Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Vermqnt, and
New York. Its meetings were also suspended by
the leaguer of Boston in 1775, and on the 17th
June of this year, the highly respectable and pa-
triotic grand master, general Wagren, was slain at
Breed’s hill, contending for the liberties of his
country. o

In 1777, the ancient masons declared themselves
independent of the grand lodge of Scotland, and
organized anew-their own grand lodge. This mea-
sure was explained and ratified by their proceed-
' ings, on third January, 1783. In December, 1791,
pursuant to a vote of the second March, 1787, a
committee was appointed to cunfer with the offi-
cers of St. John’s lodge, upon the subject of a com-
plete masonic union throughout the commonwealth,
and on nineteenth June, the officers and members
of the two grand lodges met in conjunction, and

K ~
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having installed John Cutler, esq. grand master,
they resolved, that the grand lodge, thus organized,
should thereafter be known by the name of “ the
grand lodge of the most ancient and honourable so-
ciety of free and accepted masons, for the common-
wealth of Massachusetts.”

The example of Massachusetts, in rejecting the
authority of the British grand lodges, was speedily
followed by all the masons h the new states, after
the revolution.

The grand lodge of New Hampshire, was first
founded, on the eighth July, 1789.

That of Rhode Island, on the twenty-fifth June,
1791, when there existed but two lodges in the state.

That of Connecticut, on the eighth July, 1789,
by fifteen lodges, all then established in the state.

The grand lodge of the state of Vermont, was
constituted at Rutland, on the fourteenth October,
1794. - .

In New York, the first grand lodge was erected
by virtue of a warrant from the duke of Athol, da-
ted London, fifth September, 1781. On the fifth
September, 1787, the masters and wardens of the
several lodges within the state, assembled in the
city of New York, and closing the provincial grand
lodge, they formed, and opened an independent
grand lodge, and elected and installed their officers.
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A convention of free and accepted masons, of the
state of New Jersey, was holden pursuant to previ-
ous motice, on the eighteenth December, A. D.
1786, at the city of New Brunswick, when a grand
lodge for the state was duly constituted, and the
hon. David Brearley, chief Justlce, ‘was elected
grand master. _

The first lodge in Pennsylvania, was held under a
warrant from the provincial grand lodge of modern
masons, in Massachusetts, dated twenty-fourth June,
1734, granted within a year after its establishment.
‘This lodge boasts as its first master, therenowned Dr.
Benjamin Franklin. The early progress of masonry,
in Pennsylvania, is obscure. It appears, however,
that a patent of provincial grand master of Penn-
sylvania, was issued by'the grand lodge of England,
between the years 1747 and 1752. In 1758, lodge
No. 2 was constituted, by virtue of a warrant from
the grand lodge of ancient York masons of England,

signed by the right worshipful and right honorable
" William, ear] of Blessington, grand master, William

Holford, Esqr. deputy grand master, Robert Good-
man, senior grand warden, William Osborne, junior
grand Warden, and Laurence Dermot, grand secre-
tary. The patents to provincial grand masters, were
usually in force, for one year, at the expiration of
which, if a grand lodge was forméd, it elected its
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grand master, wardens, secretary and treasurer;
the deputy grand master wasappointed by the grand
master. If no grand lodge was constituted upon a pa-
tent, it expired, and another patent was issued as
occasion required. It is probable that no grand lodge
had been organized upon the first patent, issued for
Pennsylvania, since a second was issued, on the
twentieth June, 1764, by the grand lodge of Eng-
land, to William Ball, Esqr. and others, authorising
them to form and hold a grand lodge for the then
province. We know that this patent was effective,
and that the several lodges of the colony were con-
vened and continued to labour in the granh lodge;
but the records of their proceedings anterior to Oc-
tober, 1779, no longer exist. Inthe confusion occa-
sioned in Philadelphia, by the revolutionary -war,
and the capture of that city by the British, the ar-
chives of the grand lodge were lost or carried away.
On the twenty-second October, 1779, the right wor-
shipful grand master, William Ball, was requested
to appoint a grand secretary pro tempore, for the pur-
pose of convening the officers of the respective lodg-
es, in order to the election of grand officers. In
pursuance of this request, the reverend William

Smith, D. D. provost of the University, was duly ap-
pointed to the office of grand secretary, which he
filled, reputably for many years. Onthe twentieth
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December, the grand officers were elected, and ‘
William Ball was continued grand master. In Ja-
nuary, 1780, a grand lodge of emergency was con-
vened, to consider the propriety of appointing a
general grand master of the United States, and ge-
neral George Washington was unanimously nomi-
nated and chosen by the grand lodge of Pennsyl-
vania for that office. The communication among
the masons of the colonies, seems hitherto to have
_been very unfrequent; since the grand lodges of
the several colonies did not correspond with each
other, and scarcely knew of each other's existence.
Having casually heard that grand lodges, on the
ancient constitutions, were established in Massa-
chusetts, and in Virginia, the grand lodge of
Pennsylvania invited them to join in the measure.
But the masons of Massachusetts, desirous to pre-
serve their privileges, and that the power of the
general grand master should be fixed, and defined
before his election, received the proposition coldly,
and finally postponed its consideration, until the
termination of the war. It does not appear that it
was again moved. Although the grand lodge of
Pennsylvania was desirous, early to proclaim. ma-
sonry in the United States, independent of foreign
jurisdiction, by the election of a general grand mas-
ter, they did not deem it expedient formally to dis-
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solve their connection with the grand lodge of En-
gland, until the year 1786. On the twenty-fifth
September, of that year, thirteen lodges convened
at Philadelphia, and unanimously resolved, “ That
it is improper that the grand lodge of Pennsylva-
nia should remain any longer under the authority
of any foreign grand lodge.” After which the grand
lodge closed sine die. On the next day, the grand
convention of the thirteen lodges again met, and
formed themselves into an independent grand
lodge, under their former officers. From that
time, the history of the craft of Pennsylvania, is one
of continued prosperity. It has been distinguished
by the zeal and liberality of the brethren, who have
laboured to render their order illustrious, by the
practice and inculcation of pure morals, and by
the extension of those principles of benevolence,
which form the distinguished character of the fra-
ternity. Subordinate lodges are formed in every part
of the state and in foreign jurisdictions, ardently at-
tached to the prosperity of the grand lodge, from
a conviction of its justice a'nd disinterestedness.
The munificence of the brethren has erected in
the city of Philadelphia, at an expense exceeding
one hundred thousand dollars, a magnificent goth-.
ic temple, at once the boast of the craft, the evi-
dence of its public spirit, and the ornament of the
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city. Though once destroyed by fire, this splendid
building has been rebuilt, with great additions. On
the election of their illustrious brother, George
Washington to the presidency of the United States,
~ this grand lodge presented, by their grand master,
a respectful and affectionate address, hailing him
as the great master builder, (under the supreme .
.architect,) by whose labours the temple of liberty
had been reared in the west, exhibiting to the na-
tions of the earth a model of 'beauty, order, and
harmony, worthy of their imitation and praise.”
And on a very late occasion, they had the plea-
sure to receive, and entertain as a brother and a
guest, the friend of Washington and of America,
the great and good La Fayette.

" There were five lodges in the state of Delaware,
holding of the grand lodge of Penpnsylvania, and
-one holding of the grand lodge of Maryland. On
the sixth June, 1806, a meeting was held at the
town hall of the borough of Wilmington, composed
of nine brethren, representing lodges Nos. 31, 33,
94, and 14, at which it was unanimously resolved, .
“ That the several lodges of the ancient masons in
the state of Delaware, there represented by depu-
ties properly authorized, consider it, as a matter of
right, and for the general benefit of masonry, that
they ought to form a grand lodge within the said
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state; and now do proceed to form and organize
themselves into a grand lodge accordingly, to be
known and distinguished by the name of “ The
Grand Lodge of Delaware.” The lodge at Cant-
well’s bridge did not participate in these proceed-
ings, and the grand lodge of Pennsylvania consi-
- dering them to be irregular, declined to recognize
the grand lodge of Delaware. Subsequently how-
ever, the lodge at Cantwell’s bridge, by permis-
sion of the grand lodge of Pennsylvania, joined the
grand lodge of Delaware, which is now in full com-
munication with all the grand lodges of the union.

The grand lodge of Maryland was constituted on
the thirteenth day of July, A. D. 1783; and is hold-
en in the city of Baltimore.* The zeal of the bre-
thren in that state, has been nobly displayed in the
erection of a splendid edifice for the accommoda-
tion of the grand lodge, furnished in a manner wor-
thy of the “ high and dignified body for which it is
appropriated.” The cost of this temple was near
forty thousand dollars. ' '

The grand lodge of Virginia, began its opera-
tions October thirtieth, A. D. 1778, It meets an-
nually at the city of Richmond, on thé second Mon-
day in December.

* Anterior to that time, all the lodges in that state derived their au-
thority from, and were subordinate to the grand lodge of Pennsylvania.
The grand lodge was held at the town of ‘Talbot, until 1794.
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The grand lodge of North Carolina was first con-
stituted. by virtue of a charter from the grand lodge.
of Scotland; A. D. 1771. Tt convened occasionally
at Newburn and Edenton; at which latter place, the
records were deposited previously to the revolu-
tionary war. During the contest, the records were
destroyed by the British ‘army, and the meetings
of the grand lodge suspended.

The members of the craft convened at Hillsbo-
rough, in 1787; and having compiled certain regu-
lations for the government of the grand lodge, re-
* sumed their labours.

- 'The first lodge in South Carolina, met in 1735,

under a warrant from lord viscount Montagu, grand

master of the grand lodge of England. Three other
lodges were soon after constituted: viz. St. George’s
lodge, Dorchester, prince George’s lodge, Winyaw,
and Port Royal lodge, Beaufort. This increase of
the lodges, rendered some immediate superintend-
“ing power necessary, and application being made
to the marquis of Carnavan, grand master of the
grand lodge of England, Peter Leigh, Esq. chief
justice of South Carolina, was appointed provincial
grand master of that colony. The subsequent grand
masters of the provincialgrand lodge, were nomina-
ted by its members, subject to the confirmation of the
grand lodge of London. The grand stewards, after

L
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the first nomination, appointed their own successors,
according to ancient usage. The provincial deputa-
tion was dated thirtieth March, 1754, and the grand
lodge was solemnly constituted on the twenty-
fourth of December following.

After the revolution, the masons of South Caro-
Yina, like their brethren in the other states, resolved
to.shake off all foreign authority. At this time, the
grand lodge already established, had under their ju-
risdiction eleven working lodges. There were also
four lodges of ancient York masons, three of which
held their warrants from the grand lodge of Penn-
sylvania. The York masons desirous to form a grand
lodge of their own order, proposed terms of union
to the existing grand lodge; but as neither party
was disposed to accept the conditions proposed by
the other, the plan of union was abandoned. Lodge
No. 286, which belonged to the grand lodge of an-
cient free masons of England, and not to the York
masens, joining with the four York lodges, made the
number necessary for the formation of an indepen-
dent grand lodge. Assembled in grand masonic con-
- vention, these lodges resolved themselves into an
independent grand lodge for South Carolina, on
the first day of January, 1787.  Their first grand
master was the honourable William Drayton, then
deputy grand master of East Florida. This measure- -
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gave great dissatisfaction in the state; and lodge No.
40, on the registry of the grand lodge of Pennsyl-
vama, deeming the convention -on fifth February,
1787, when the grand officers were elected, infor-
mal, and contrary to the principles and usage of the
craft, made a solemn protest against them, before a ~
notary public, which was signed by the master, war-
dens, and six pastmasters of the protesting lodge,
and they also addressed a memorial to the grand
lodge of Pennsylvania upon the subject. The non-
concurrence oflodge No. 40, reduced the number of

"lodges forming this grand lodge to four, three of
which only were ancient York lodges. This grand
lodge was incorporated twentieth December, 1791,
as was also the prior grand lodge of free and accept-
ed masons. The two grand lodges finding much in-
convenience from their separation, were united on
the thirty-first of December, 1808, and incorporat-
ed twentieth December, 1814, under the name of
the * Grand Lodge of South Carolina.”

The harmony thus restored to the masonic body,
unfortunately did not continue long. In the suc-
ceeding ‘year, one of the subordinate lodges in
Charleston withdrew from the union, and with some
of the country lodges, revived and organized the
grand lodge of ancient York masons, under the old
act of incorporation. The separation coigtinued un-
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til December, 1817, when, following the example
of the grand lodges of England, a reunion was com-
pleted under the title of the grand lodge of ancient
free masons of South Carolina.

The grand lodge of Georgia, is holden by virtue
and in pursuance of the right of succession legally
derived from the most noble and most worshipful
Thomas Thyne, lord viscount Weymouth, grand
master of England, A. D. 1780, by his warrant di-
rected to the right worshipful Roger Lacey, and by
the renewal of the said power, by Sholto Charles
Douglas, lord Aberdeen, grand master of Scotland-
for the years 17::5 and 1756, and grand master of
England for the years 1757 and 1758, as appears

"by his warrant directed to the right worshipful
Gray Elliot. ' | -

On the sixteenth December,. A. D. 1786, a con-
_ vention of the several lodges holden in the state, as-
sembled at Savanuah, when the permanent appoint-
ments, hitherto made by the grand master of En-
gland, were- solemnly relinquished, by the right
worshipful Samuel Elbert, grand master, and the
other officers of the grand lodge, and measures
were adopted, by which the grand officers were
made annually elective, and an mdependent grand
lodge established. ,

_The grand lodge of Ohio was instituted by a con-
vention of delegates from all the lodges within the
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state, assembled at Chilicothe on the first Monday
of January, A. D. 1808, and the grand officers were
elected on the seventh day of the same month. The
first communication of this grand lodge was holden
_ ‘at Chilicothe, on Monday the second day of Janu-
ary, A. D. 1809. o
- Having thus given a short historical notice of the
progress of masonry in most of the United States,
it will perhaps be sufficient to state that indepen-
dent grand lodges have uniformly been erected, in
the several new states as they assumed their places
in the uniop, and that it is believed that, at present
there is not only a grand lodge in every state, but
also one in the independent district of Columbia.
- Between these numerous active and efficient bodies
there is preserved the most cordial intercourse.
Each in its proper sphere is labouring to promote
the happiness of its more immediate members and
to advance the prosperity of the whole. There is
here a vast combination of the virtue, the talent, the
learning, and the wealth of the nation, directed to
the improvement of the morals, and the understand-
g of the people. The lodges are not only schools
of religion and morality, but of business. The forms
~ by which their affairs are conducted, are the most
approved which are used in the deliberative as-
semblies of the country, the buginess which fre-
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quently employs the brethren improves their know-
ledge of the world and of society, cultivates their
talent for extempore debate, and fits them admira-
bly to play a useful part on subjects and in places
of a more public character. The order and decorum
which prevails in a well regulated lodge may be
equalled, but cannot be excelled. Hence the indus-
trious and intelligent mason, is not only distinguish-

" ed among his brethren, but is destined to obtain

high consideration among hns fellow citizens.

It was the design of this concise historical view
of masonry to notice only those subjects which re-
late to or grow out of the three original degrees.
No notice therefore has been taken of occult, or in-
effable masonry, further than has incidentally arisen
in the remarks on the unjustifiable attempt of Bar-

. ruel and Robinson, to destroy the fair fame of the -

whole masonic fraternity. But it yet remains, in
accordance with the plan of the work, to present
the reader with an outline of the history of the
royal arch degree.

This degree is considered by the best mformed
masons to be a part of the master’s degree, but it has
been long separated from it, having a distinct and
in many places an independent government for its

-recipients. In Great Britain and Ireland, roya) arch

masons convene under the warrant issued by the
grand Lodge; and such was lately the case in
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Pennsylvania. In Europe arch masonry affords
little matter for history, distinct from that of
. general masonry. The first royal arch chapter of
America, of which we possess a particular account,
is that held in Pennsylvania, anterior to the year:
1758. This chapter, working under the warrant of
No. 3, was recognized by, axid had communion with
a military chapter, ‘working under a warrant 351,
* granted by the grand lodge of England; and its
"  proceedings were subsequently approved by that _
honorable body, as appears from a communication
from its deputy grand master Dermott. Upon like
principles :other chapters were established in
Pennsylvania. In November, 1795, an irregular
attempt was made, at the instance of one Molan, to
introduce. innovations in the. arch degree, and to
form an independent grand royal arch chapter un-
der the warrants of No. 19, 52, and 67, held in the
city of Philadelphia, and a lodge constituted by
" authority of the grand lodge of Maryland, and ano-.
ther, holding under the grand lodge of Georgia.
Chapter No. 3. instituted an. inquiry into these
proceedings, which they declared, after investiga-
tion, to be contrary to the established uniformity
of the craft. The grand lodge, upon complaint
made, .unhesitatingly suspended the warrants of
lodges, Nos. 19, 52, and 67, and having received
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the report of the committee raised for that purpose, -
resolved that Molan ought not to be received.as a
mason by the lodges or brethren under its jurisdic-
tion. The oli'ending lodges, by the mild and firm
course of the grand lodge were convinced of their
<errors, and were received into favour, having their
warrants restored to them.

Throughout this controversy, the grand lodge
acknowledged the right of all regular warranted
lodges, so far as they have ability and number, to
make masons in the higher degrees, but least dif-
ferences might exist, or innovations be attempted
in such higher degrees, which, for want of some
proper place of appeal, might create schism among
the brethren, they resolved that a grand royal arch
chapter should be opened, under the immediate
sanction of the grand lodge of Pennsylvania; and
that all past and present officers of the grand lodge
having duly obtained the degree of royal arch, and
all past, and existing officers of chapters of royal
arch masons, duly and regularly, convened- under
the sanction of a warrant from the grand lodge of
.Pennsylvama be considered as members of the

grand royal arch chapter; and that all membqrs of

. 'the regular chapters shall be admitted to their
- meetings, but without the right to vote or speak
therein, unless requested.
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Thus was the first grand chapter of royal arch
masons established in America. Mr. Webb has
mistakenly asserted that no such grand chapter ex-
isted anterior to 1797.

In 1798, rules and regulations were adopted by
the grand lodge, for the government of the grand
chapter, by which, among other things, it was de-
termined, that no chapter should be held within the
commonwealth of Pennsylvania and masonic juris-
diction, thereunto belonging, but under the authori-
ty and sanction of aregular subsisting warrant grant-
ed by the grand lodge according to the old institu-
tions and by the consent of such lodge, signified to
the grand chapter: That no regular chapter can be
held without the presence of six regularly regis-
tered royal arch masons: That no brother can take
the degree unless he have taken the three first
degrees and have filled the office of worshipful
master, or passed the chair by dispensation: and

That the expenses of the grand chapter should be -
* borne by the grand lodge. )

In October, 1797, a convention of committees
from several chapters, in the northern states, as-
sembled at mason’s hall, in Boston, authorized “ to
meet any or every chapter of royal arch masons,
within the states of New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, and

M
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New York, or with any committee or committees,
duly appointed and authorized by any or all of said
chapters, and to deliberate on the propriety and
expediency, of forming and establishing a grand
chapter of royal arch masons, for the government
and regulation of the several chapters within the
said states.” This convention, of which Thomas
Smith Webb was chairman, addressed a circular
letter to the chapters within the six states above
mentioned. Inrthis letter it was assumed, in oppo-
sition to the opinion and precedent given by the
grand lodge of Pennsylvania, « That no grand lodge
of master masons, can claim, or excercise authority
over any convention, or chapter of royal arch ma-
sons,” Still however, relying upon the proceedings
of the grand lodge of Pennsylvania, as a justificatory
example, the convention expressed its opinjon that
it was “ highly expedient for the regular govern-
ment of all chapters within the said states, that there
should be therein a grand chapter of royal arch ma-
sons, and they invited the several chapters within
those limits to send delegates to a meeting to be held
in the city of Hartford, on the fourth Wednesday in
January ensuing, with authority to form and open a
grand chapter of royal arch masons, and to establish
a constitution for the government of the existing
and future chapters. At this meeting, a general
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grand chapter was established, over the foregoing
states, and a constitution’ adopted for the govern-
ment of the royal arch chapters and lodges of mark
masters, past masters, and most excellent masters
therein; and under this general constitution, grand
royal arch chapters were established in those states
respectively. The general grand chapter was au- |
thorized to meet septennially, but its power was
not then extended further than the six northern
states. At the instance, however, of the grand chap-
ter of Rhode Island, and of some others, the officers
of the general grand chapter, assumed the right of
instituting chapters in states; other than those com-
prehended in' its union, and granted warrants for
one at Beaufort, in South Carolina, and one at Sa-
vannah, in Georgia. - But this power, not having

~ been given by the constitution, and there being se-

veral other supposed defects in that instrument, at
the septennial meeting, held at Middletown, Con-
necticut, in January, 1806, it was new moddeled.
The first section of this new constitution provides,
that the general grand chapter of royal arch masons,

" for the United States of America, shall consist of a

general grand high priest, general grand king, ge-
neral grand '_scribe, secretary, treasurer, chaplain
and marshal, of the several grand and deputy grand .
high priests, kings and scribes for the time being,
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of the several grand chapters, and of the past gene-
ral grand high priests, kings and scribes of the ge-
neral grand -chapter.

The general grand chapter, thus constituted,
meets septennially, for the choice of officers andother
business, dating from the second Thursday in Sep-
tember, 1805, at such place as may, from'time to
time, be appointed, and upon the order of the gene-
ral grand high priest, king and scribe, or any two
of them, and also upon the requisition of a majority
of the grand chapters appertaining to it. The ge-
nerabgrand high priest, king and scribe, have pow-
er to institute new royal arch chapters and lodges
of the subordinate degrees, in any state in which
there is not a grand chapter regularly established.
But nonew chapter was to be instituted in any state
wherein a chapter or chapters was holden under
the authority of this constituton, without a recom-
mendation of the chapter nearest the residence of
the petitioners. ' :

The state grand chapters were- composed of a
grand high priest, deputy grand high priest, grand
king, grand scribe, grand secretary, grand treasur-
er, grand chaplain, and grand marshal, elected an-
nually by ballot, and of the high priests, kings, and
scribes, for the time being, of the several chapters,
over which they shall respectively preside, and of
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the past grand and deputy grand high priests, kings,
and scribes of the said grand chapters.

The grand chapters are empowered to have the
sole government aud superintendelice of the seve-
ral royal arch chapters, and lodges of most excel-
lent past and mark masons, within their respective
jurisdictions, to assign their limits, and settle con-
" troversies that may happen between them: and un-
der their respective seals, and the sign manual of
their respective grand or deputy grand high priests,
kings, and scribes, or their proxies, attested by their
respective secretaries, to constitute new chapters of
royal arch masons, and lodges of most excellent
past, and mark master masons, within their respec-
tive jurisdictions. In the recess of the respective
grand chapters, the grand and deputy grand high
priest, have power respectively to grant letters of
dispensation, for holding chapters, &c. which re-
main in force until the subsequent stated meeting of
the grand chapter. ‘

The grand lodge -of Pennsylvania, condemned
this erganization of royal arch masonry, contending
for the old constitutions by which the arch was con-
sidered as properly under the jurisdiction of the
grand lodge, and denying the expediency and ma-
sonic legality of a separate supreme jurisdiction,
But, royal arch masonry, continuing to spread, the
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government of this degree, was inefficient, and many
efforts to modify it were made. For many years
these efforts were fruitless. But at length, the con-
stitution published in the following work was adop-
ted, by which the grand royal arch chapter was
made independent of the grand lodge, and has now
the powerto elect its own officers, to make bye-laws,
rules and regulations for its government; to regu-
late, superintend or control the bye-laws, rules
and regulations of subordinate chapters, mark mas-
ters, and most excellent masters’ lodges under their
jurisdiction; to grant warrants for holding H R
chapters, mark masters’ and most excellent masters’
lodges, and the same to suspeud, revoke and restore
at pleasure, and to exercise jurisdiction over the
same.

We have annexed to this historical view, a copy
of the letter of Mr. John Locke, on the Bodleian
manuscript, together with a copy of that manuscript,
from a conviction of their genuineness, and from a
sense of the interest which the fraternity has taken
in them.

R
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A letter from the learned Mr. John Locke, to the right
honourable* * * Earl of * * * with an old manu-
- script, on the subject of Free Masonry.
May 6, 1696.
MY LORD, ' :

I have at length, by the help of Mr. C——ns,
procured a copy of that manuscript in the Bodleian
library, which you were so curious to see: and in
obedience to your lordship’s commands, I herewith
send it to you. Most of the notes annexed to it are
what I made yesterday for the reading of my lady
Masham,* who is become so fond of masonry, as to

- say, that she now more than ever wishes herself a

man, that she might be capable of admission into
the fraternity. ;

The manuscript, of which this is a copy, appears
to be ahout one hundred and sixty years old; yet
(as your lordship will observe by the title) it is it-
self.a copy of one yet more ancient by about one
hundred years; for the original is said to have been
the handwriting of king Henry VI, where that
prince had it is at present an uncertainty: But it
seems to me to be an examination (taken perhaps
before the king) of some of the brotherhood of ma-
sons; among whom he entered himself, as it is said,

* This letter seems to have been written at Oates, (the coun-

© try seat of sir Francis Masham) in Essex, where Mr. Locke

died, Oct. 28, 1704, in the seventy-third year of his age,
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when he came out of his minority, and thenceforth
put a stop to the persecution that had been raised
against them: But I must not detain your lordship
longer by my prefaces from the thing itself.

—

CERTAIN QUESTYONS WITH ANSWERES
TO THE SAME, CONCERNYNGE THE
MYSTERY OF MACONYRE.

Wryttenne by the hande of Kynge Henrye the sixthe 6
the name, and Joythfuylle copyed by me (1) Joseph
Leylande, Antiquarius, by the commande of his (2)
- highnesse.

' They be as followethe:

Quest. What mote ytt be? (3)
dnswer. Ytt beeth the Skylle of nature, the under-
stondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne, and its
sondrye Werckynges; sonderlyche, the Syklle of

Rectenyngs, of Waightes, and Metynges, and the treu

(1) John Leylande was appointed by king Henry the eighth,
at the dissolution of monasteries, to search for, and save such
books and records as were valuable among them. He was a
man of great labour and industry.

(?) His hignesse, meaning the said king Henry the eighth.
Our kings had not then the title of majesty.

(8) What mote yit be? that is, what may this mystery of ma-
sonry be?—The answer imports, that it consists in natural, ma-
thematical, and mechanical knowledge. Some part of which (as
appears by what follows) the masons pretend to have taught the
rest of mankind, and some part they still conceal. '

»
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manere of Faconnynge al thynges for Mammes use,

| headiye, dwellynges, and buyldynges of alle kindes,
" and al edher thynges that make gudde to manne.

Quest. Where dyd ytt begyne?

Jns. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrste menne
yn the Este, which were before the (5) lfyﬁte
manne of the Weste, and comynge Westlye, ytt
hathe broughte herwyth alle Comfortes to the
wylde and Comfortlesse. -

‘Quest. Who dyd you brynge ytt Westlye'!

‘dns. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge Grate
Merchaundes, comed ffyrste firomme the Este ynn

Venetia, ffor the commodytye of Marchaundysnge -
beithe Este and Weste, bey - the redde and myd- -

dlelonde Sees.

(4, 5) Fyrste menne yn the Este, &c- It should seem by this
that masons believe there were men in the east before Adam,
‘whaois called the firyste manne of the weste; and that arts and
sciences began in the east. Some authors of great note for
learning have been of the same opinion; and it is certain, that
Europe and Africa, (which in respect to Asia may be called
western countries) were wild and savage, long after arts and po-
liteness of manners were in great perfection in China and the
Indies. ’

(6) The Venetians , &c. In the times of monkish ignorance
*tis no wonder that the Phoenicians should be mistaken for the
Venetians. Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken one for
the other, similitude of sound might deceive the cl_eik who first
took down the examination. The Phoenicians were the greatest
voyagers among the ancients, and were in Europe thought to be
the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the
east with other arts.

N
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Quest. Howe chmede ytt yn Engelonde?
dns. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, journeyedde for
kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, and yn every-
che Londe whereas the Venetians hadde plaunted-

de Maconrye, Wynnynge entrance yn al Lodges of
. Maconnes, he lerned muche, and retournedde, and

woned yn Grecia Magna (8) wachsynge, and be-
commynge a myghtye (9) Wyseacre, and gratelyche
renowed, and her he framed a grate Lodge at Gro-

(7) Peter Gower. This must be another mistake of the writer;
I was puzzled at first to guess who Peter Gower should be, the
name being perfectly English; or how a Greek should come by
such a name; but as soon as I thouzht of Pythagoras, 1 could
scarce forbear- smiling to find a philosopher had undergone &
" metempsochosis he never dreamt of. We need only consider
the French pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is, Peta-
gore, to conceive how easy such a mistake might be made by an
unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled for knowledge into
Egypt, &c.isknown to all the learned, and that he was initiated
into several different orders of priests who in those days kept
all their learning secret from the vulger, is as well known. Py-
thagoras also made every geometrical theorem a secret, and ad-
mitted only such to the knowledge of them, as had first under-
gone a five years silence. He is supposed to be the inventor of
the XLVII of the first book of Euclid, for which, in the joy of
his heart, *tis said he sacrificed a hecatomb. He also knew the
true system of the world lately revived by Copernicus; and was
certainly a most wonderful man. See his life by Dion Hal.

(8) Grecia Magna. A part of Italy, formerly so called, in
which the Greeks had settled a large colony.

(9) Wyseacre. This word at present signifies simpleton, but
formerly had a quite contrary meaning. Weisagor in the old
Saxon, is philosopher, wiseman, or wizard.
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‘ton (10) and maked many Maconnes, some where-
offe dyd journeye yn Fraunce, and maked manye
Maconnes, wherefromme, yn Procese of Fyme,
the Arte passed yn Englonde. ' |

Quest. Dothe Maconnes descouer here . Artes
unto Odhers. -

Jhs. Peter Gower whenne he jouriredde to lerne,
was ffyrste (11) made, and anonne techedde; even-
ne soe shulde all odhers be yn recht. Natheless (12)
Maconnes hauethe always yn everyche Tyme from
Tyme to Tyme eommunycatedde to Mannkynde
soche of her Secrettes as generallyche myghte be
usefulle;” they haueth keped backe soche allein as
 shulde be harmefulle yff they commed yn euylle
Haundes, oder soche as ne myghte be holpynge
wythouten the Techynges to be joynedde herwy-
the in the Lodge, oder sache as do bynde the Freres

(10) Groton. Groton is the name of a place in England. The
place here meant is Crotona a city of Grecia Magna, which in
the time of Pythagoras was very populous.

(11) Fyrste made. The word made I suppose has a partlcular
meaning among the masons, perhaps it signifies, initiated.

(12) Maconnes haueth communycatedde, &c. This paragragh
hath something remarkable in it. It contains a justification of
the secrecy so much boasted of by masons, and so much blamad
by others; asserting that they have in all ages discovcred such
things as might e useful, and that they conceal such only as
would ve hurtful either to the world or themaelves. What these
secrets are, we gee afterwards,
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more strongelyche togedert bey the Proffytte, snd
commodite comynge to the Confrerie herfromme.

Quest. Whattes Artes haueth the Maconnes tech-
edde Mankynde?

Jdns. The Arts (18) Agricultura, Architecura,
Astronomia, Geometria, Numeres, Musica, Poesie,
Kymistrye, Governmente, and Religione.

Quest. How commethe Maconnes more teachers
than odher menne?

Jns. They hemselfe haueth allein the (14) arte
of fyndinge neue artes, whyche arte the fiyrst ma-
connes receaued from Godde; by the whyche arte
they fyndethe whatte artes hem plesethe, and the
treu way of techynge the same. Whatt odher
menne doethe fiynde out, ys onelyche bey chance
and herfore but lytel I tro.

(13) The arts, agricultura, &c. It seems a bold pretence, ﬁ\is,

. of the mascns, that they have taught mankind all these arts.
They have their own authority for it; and I know not how we
shall disprove them. But what appears most odd is, that they
reckon religion among the arts.

(14) Arte of fynding neue artes. The artof inventing arts, must
certaiuly be a most useful art. My lord Bacon’ Novum Orga-
num, is an attempt tewards somewhat of the same kind. But I
much doubt, thatif ever the masons had it, they have now lost
it; since so few new arts have been lately invented, and so many |
are wanted. ' The idea I have of such an art is, that it must be
something proper to be applied in all the sciences generally, as

algebra is in numbers, by the help of which new rules of arith-
metic are, and may be found.
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Quest. Whatt dothe the maconnes concele, and
hyde? .

dns. The concelethe the arte of ffynding neue ar-

tes, and thatys for here owne proffytte and (15)

_ preise: they concelethe the arte of kepynge (16) se-

crettes, that soe the worlde mayeth nothinge con-
cele from them. Thay concel the art of wunderwer-
ckinge, and of fore sayinge thynges to comme, that
so thay same artes may not be usedde of the wyck-
edde :to an euylle ende; they also concelethe the
arte (17) of chaunges, the wey of wynnynge the fa- *
cultye (18) of .dbrac, the skylle of becomynge gude
and parfyghte wythouten the holypnges of fere
and hope; and the universelle (19) longage of ma-
connes. -

(15) Preise. 1Itseems the masons have a great r'egard to the
reputation as well as the profit of their order; since they make
it one reason for not divulging an art in common, that it may

' do honour to the professors of it. I think in this particular they

show too much regard for their own society, and too little for
the rest of mankind.

(16) JArte of keryngc secrettes What kind of art this is, I
can by no means imagine. But certainly such an art the ma
sons must have; for though as some people suppose, they should
have no secret at all; even that must be a secret which being dis-
covered would expose them to the highest ridicule; and therefore
it requires the utmost caution to conceal it. - :

(17) Arte of Chaunges. 1 know not what this means, unless
it be the transmutation of metals.

(18) Facultye of Abrac. Here I am utterly in the dark

(19) Universelle Longage of Maconnes. An universal ‘lan-
guage has been much desired by the learned of many ages.



o4 AMIMAN REZON.

Quest. Wyll he teche me thay same artes?
Jns. Ye shall be techedde yff ye be werthye,
and able to lerne.

’Tis a thing rather to be wished than hoped for. But it seems
the masons pretend to have such a thing among them. * If it
be true, I guess it must be something like the language ot the
pantomimes among the ancient Romans, who are said to be

able, by signs only, to ekpress and deliver any oration intelligi-
bly, to men of all nations and languages. A man who has all
these arts and advantages, is certainly to be envied: but we are
told, that this is