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Abstrart of Proceedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

——C———

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

MARCH 11, A.L. 5374,

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIP-

PUL GrRAND LoDGE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF Mas-
SACHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on Wednesday, the eleventh day of
March, A.L. 5874, A.D. 1874.

OFFICERS PRESENT.
M.W. SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON Grand Master.

R.W. PERCIVAL L. EVERETT . . Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. WiLLiAM T. GRAMMER . . Senior Grand Warden.
R.W.CHARLES G. REED . . . . Junior Grand Warden.

R.W. JoAN McCCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.
R.W.CHarLEs H. TrTus . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER . . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
R.W. WnLiaM T. R. MArRvIN . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . . o ¢  District No. 3
R.W.CHARLES A. WELCH . . . ¢ “  District No. 4
R.W. GEORGE F.BREgp . . . . “ ¢ District No. 5.
R.W. JosepH S. Howeg . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 6.
RW.HENRY P.PERKINS . . . . o *  District No. 7
R.W. BOWDOIN S. PARKER . . . ¢ ‘¢  District No. 8.
R W.GEORGE E. StAcY . . . . o ¢ District No._12.

(%)
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMmpLE Form at
two o’clock p. M., with prayer by W. Brother Rev.
Joshua Young, Grand Chaplain.

The Records of the Annual and Stated Communica-
tions of December, 1873, were read and approved.

The Records of the Special Communications of Jan-
vary 12, 1874, at Webster, for the purpose of dedi-
cating the new Masonic Hall of Webster Lodge; J an-
uary 23, 1874, at the Grand Lodge Hall, Masonic
Temple, Boston, for the purpose of installing R. W.
Charlee A. Welch into his office of District Deputy
Grand Master; and January 30, 1874, at Fairhaven,
for the purpose of constituting Concordia Lodge, dedi-
cating its hall and installing its officers, weré read and
approved.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the fol-
lowing Lodges were presented for approval, and referred
to the Committee on By-Laws:

PAuL REVERE, North Bridgewater. MouNT LEBANON, Boston.

SAINT MARTIN'S, Chatham. CoLuMBIAN, Boston.
MounTt Morian, Westfield. ASULER, Rockport.
ABERDOUR, Boston. LURAT, Quincy.
NEWTON, Wilbraham. MouNT HoreEB, Woburn.

Proxies were presented from

AxcIENT LANDMARK LODGE, Shanghai, China, in favor of R.W.
Bro. WiLLiax F. SaLMoN.
CHARLES C. DaAME LODGE, Georgetown, in favor of BrRo. SAMUEL

F. MALBON.
REPUBLICAN LODGE, Greenfield, in favor of R.W. BRo. Bowbox

S. PARKER.
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HypE PArRx LoDGE, Hyde Park, in favor of W. Bro. HENRY S.
BunTON.

NEwTON LODGE, Wilbraham, in favor of W. BRO. ALBERT S.
NEWTON.

CONSTELLATION I.ODGE, Dedham, in favor of BRO. SANFORD CAR-
ROLL.

WILDER LODGE, Leominster, in favor of W. Bro. Josepr P.
LoOCKEY.

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.

Pheenix Lodge, Hanover, having returned its Dis-
pensation, with a record of its doings while acting
under authority of the same, and a copy of its By-
Laws, presen'ted a petition for a Charter, and the.same
was referred to the Committee on Charters.

PEITHON FOR CHARTER FOR PHENIX LODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Todge of Free and AMGd Masons of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetls :

We, the undersigned, Master Masons, to whom your Most
Worshipful Grand Master issued a Dispensation, bearing date
February 21, 18173, empowering us to form and open a Lodge,
now returning our Dispensation with a record of all our Pro-
ceedings and our By-Laws, respectfully pray, if these be
approved, for a Charter of Constitution, empowering us with
those who may hereafter join us, under the name of Pheenix
Lodge, of Hanover, in the county of Plymouth, to perform all
the ceremonies and discharge all the duties, at said Hanover,
appertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry, in accordance with the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge.

FRrANCIS P. ARNOLD. GEORGE B. OLDHAM.
LEvi R. BUTLER. RoOBERT S. TALBOT.
EpWARD M. SWEENY. STEPHEN W. BAILEY.



1874.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 9

RopoLPHUS C. WATERMAN. TraomAs H. TILDEN.
THOMAS B. WATERMAN. R. SYLVESTER, JR.
JoHN O. FRENCH. FRANK A. DAviSs.
JOHN CUDWORTH. J. H. CosTILEY.

L. E. CHAMBERLIN. MELZAR C. BAILEY.
CHARLES F. PHILLIPS. WiILLARD TORREY.
CALvIN T. PHILLIPS. JoRxN C. Nasir

Hira W. BATES.

CHARLES W. SPARRELL.

JoHN G. FISHER.
JOHX S. BARKER.
AXsSoN HATCH.
IsaAc G. STETSON.

Esexezer T. Foce.
JosErH H. CORTHELL.
EzekIieL T. VINAL.
JosSePH F. STETSON.
JOSEPH STOCKDALE.
BERNARD DAMON.

Isaac W. HOWLAND. ALBERT S. GREENE.

HANOVER, March 9, 1874.

The Grand Secretary submitted the petition of Dan-
iel T. Witherbee, of Westborough, for formal healing,
and it was referred to the Committee on Healing.

The proceedings of Dalhousie Lodge, Newtonville,
in the trial of Wells D. Meek, were presented for ex-
amination and approval, and were referred to the Com-
mittee on Trials,

The proceedings of Orange Lodge, Orange, in the
trial of Horace L. Jones, were presented for examina-
tion and approval, and were referred to the Committee
on Trials. .

The Grand Master called the attention of the Grand
Lodge to a complaint which had been submitted to him
from Trinity Lodge, of Clinton, against Wilder Lodge,
of Leominster, in a matter relating to jurisdiction, and
suggested the propriety of referring the same to a com-
nittee, and on motion, the subject matter was referred



10 ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF

[March 11,

to R.W. Charles J. Danforth, W. Benjamin F. At-

wood and W. William J. Stevens.

R.W. Tracy P. Cheever submitted the following
amendment to Part IV., Article IIL., Section , of
the Grand Constitutions:

Strike out, in the fourth line of said Section, the
words ““ most convenient,’”’ and insert, instead thercof,

the word ‘¢ nearest.”’
The proposed amendment was referred to R.W.
Charles J. Danforth, W. Benjamin F. Atwood and W.
William J. Stevens.
The roll of the Lodges was called by the W. Grand
Marshal, and the following were found to be repre-

sented :

ADELPHI.

ANCIENT LANDMARK.

ANCIENT YORK.

ARTISAN.

ATHELSTAN.

ATHOL.

BAALBEC.

BELMONT.

BeTHESDA (Brighton).

BETHESDA
(Valparaiso).

BLACKSTONE RIVER.

BRISTOL.

CALEB BUTLER.

CHARLES A, WELCH.

CHARLES C. DAME.

CrARLES H. Trtus.

COLUMBIAN.

GONSTELLATION.

CORINTHIAN.

DALOOUSIE.

DeLTA. | LAFAYETTE
ELEUSIS. (Boston Highlands).
EssEx. MASSACHUSETTS.
EUREKA. MERIDIAN.
GATE OF THE TEMPLE. MERRIMACK.
GERMANIA. Mizram.

GOOD SAMARITAN. MONITOR.
GRECIAN. MORNING STAR.
HAMMATT. MORNING SUN.
HAMPDEN. MONTACUTE.
HyYDE PARK. MONTGOMERY.
IonNic (Taunton). Mosaic.

ISAAC PARKER.
JonN CUTLER.
JouN T. HEARD.
JonN WARREN.
JORDAN.

JOSEPH W ARREN.
KILWINNING.
King SoLoMON.
KONOHASSETT.

MoOUNT CARMEL.
MounT HoLLis.
MouNt HoREB
(Woburn).
MoUNT LEBANON.
MoUNT OLIVET.
MouNT TARBOR.
Mount TowM.
MouUNT VERNON.
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. NEWTON. QUINSIGAMOND. STAR IN THE EAST.
NorroLk UNION. RABBONI. STAR OF BETHLEIIEM.
OLp CoLonY. REPUBLICAN. Starr KING.

OLIvE BraNCH. SAINT ANDREW’S. TEMPLE.

ORANGE. SAINT BERNARD. TRINITY.

ORIENT. SAINT JOHN'S (Boston). UNITED BRETIIREN.
OrpHAN's HOPE. SAINT MATTHEW’S.  WILDER.

PALESTINE. SAINT PAvL (Ayer). WiLLiaM NORTH.
PENTUCKET. SamNnT PavL’s . WILLIAM PARKMAN.
PEQUOSSETTE. (South Boston). WiLLiaM StTTON.
PLYMOUTH. S1LoAM. . WinsLow LEwis.
PurNad. SoLomoN’s TEMPLE.

The Grand Master announced the following Standing
Committees :

ON TRIALS AND HEALING.

R.W. Bro. TRACY P. CHEEVER.
W. Bro. FREDERICK D. ELY.
‘W. Bro. EsTus A. HENDERSON.

ON BY-LAWS.

R.W. Bro. WrLLIAM F. SALMON.
W. Bro. JOEL SEAVERNS.
W. Bro. THOMAS W. Davis.

ON CHARTERS,

R.W. Bro. Ivory H. PoPE.
W. Bro. WrLLiAM R. WILSON.
W. Bro. THOMAS WATERMAN, JR.

The Committee on Healing submitted the following :

REPORT ON THE PETITION OF ARCHIBALD MASON, OF
EAST HAMPTON, FOR FORMAL HEALING.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 11, 1874,

The Committee on Healing, to whom was referred the petition
of Archibald Mason, of East Hampton, for formal healing,



12 ' ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF [March 11,

having duly considered the facts stated in said petition, with
other facts disclosed in documents on file, respectfully report: °

That the petitioner, who is a resident of the town of East
Hampton and within the jurisdiction of Ionic Lodge, located in
said town, on two occasions, made application for the degrees in
Masonry, to said Lodge, and on each occasion was rejected.
In the year 1872, one year after his second application to Ionic
Lodge was rejected, he made a visit to Scotland, his native
country, and while there, presented a verbal application for the
degrees, as he alleges, through a friend, to Renfrew County
Kilwinning Lodge, No. 870, in Paisley. This Lodge accepted
his application and conferred the degrees upon him, as it seems,
without making any inquiry whether he had before, elsewhere,
applied for the degrees. He claims that he made the applica-
tion to the Lodge in Scotland in good faith, and without intent
to violate the regulations of this Grand Lodge, assigning as a
reason for this claim, the fact, that ¢ the question was not asked
me if I had made application elsewhere.” This is, indeed,
the only reason set forth in the petition, and is far from satis-
factory as a ground for sustaining his claim of good faith, and
the absence of any intent to violate the laws of this jurisdic-
tion. The circumstance of his two-fold rejection. by a Lodge
having sole jurisdiction over him, was one of very grave sig-
nificance. It carried with it certain consequences bearing upon
all his future Masonic aspirations or attempts to connect him-
self with the Fraternity, which consequences were likely either
to be definitely known, or at least to be thought of by any per-
son of ordinary intelligence and character. When the peti-
tioner, thus twice rejected, while merely sojourning in another
country, and seeking the degrees in a Lodge of that countr;y,
discovered that that Lodge did not interest itself sufficiently to
ask whether he had made a prior application, it would seem,
nevertheless, to have been his imperative duty to have disclosed
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to that Lodge the fact of such application, and the rejections
which followed it, at least, if he desired to impress this Grand
Lodge with a belief in his good faith, and the absence of intent
to violate our regulations, in thus seeking and receiving the
degrees.

At a regular communication of Ionic Lodge, it was unani-
mously voted to recommend the petition ‘‘to the favorable con-
sideration of the Grand Lodge.” The somewhat guarded and
peculiar phraseology of this vote, may be interpreted, perhaps,
as a desire on the part of the Lodge, that the petition shall be
granted and the petitioner healed, or simply as a wish that the
Grand Lodge shall treat the matter as favorably to the peti-
tioner as the regulations and usages of the Fraternity will per-
mit, on the case stated by him. Your committee believe the
latter to be the correct interpretation of the vote of Ionic
Lodge. For, indeed, no Lodge, by solemn vote, can be pre-
sumed to desire the formal healing of a person which it has re-
jected in the exercise of its loyal Masonic duty, unless he
brings himself within the rule and practice of the Grand Lodge
in such cases. That rule and practice, so often laid down in
similar applications, is this : the petitioner must show that his
irregular reception of the degrees proceeded from a pardonable
ignorance of our regulations, and, of course, with no intent to
violate them ; that it was in good faith, and that he is at least,
prima facie, worthy of a lawful connection with the Fraternity ;
or, in other words, that his error was onec of form alone. If
cither of these elements be wanting, the petitioner rightfully
fails in his application for healing. In the present case, from
what has been already observed, the good faith of the petitioner
in receiving the degrees in the Scotch Lodge, does not, in the
judgment of your committee, sufficiently appear to warrant the
Grand Lodge in the granting of his petition. There has, fur-
thermore, been filed in this case a document, upon the inspec-
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tion of which, at least, very grave doubts arise as to the moral
fitness of the petitioner to become legitimately connected with
the Fraternity. The suggestions of this document, had they
been made to Ionic Lodge, might have caused its members to
hesitate in the adoption of the vote before spoken of. Your
committee, considering how accessible the printed Proceedings
of the Grand Lodge often are to the eyes of the profane, do not
think it wise to place upon record many statements affecting
personal character, that are presented in such cases. It is
enough that all documents on file, are open to the inspection of
the Brethren who desire to examine them. Upon the whole
case, your committee are constrained to recommend that the
prayer of the petitioner be denied.
For the Committee,
Tracy P. Creever, Chairman.

The report was accepted and the recommendation
adopted.

The Committee on Trials presented their

REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF DALHOUSIE LODGE,
IN THE TRIAL OF WELLS D. MEEK.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
' March 11, 1874.

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the record of
Dalhousie Lodge, containing the proceedings of that Lodge in
the trial of Wells D. Meek, December 23, 1873, have examined
these proceedings, and respectfully report :

That the charge against the respondent, which was presented
by Brother Horatio F. Allen, Secretary of the Lodge, embraces
three points of .specification, all of which are properly set forth
as follows: JFirst. That the respondent, at Boston, on the



1874.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 15

twenty-third day of August, 1873, falsely made, forged and
counterfeited the name of one J. J. Hayes, upon the back of a
certain promissory note (a copy of which is annexed), for the
payment of money, with the intent thereby to injure and defraud.
Second. That, in said Boston, on the same date, the respondent
bad in his possession and custody a certain promissory note, with
the name of the said Hayes forged and counterfeited on the back
thereof, knowing the same to be forged and counterfeited, and
that he did, then and there, utter and publish the same, with in-
tentto defraud. Third. That the respondent has utterly deserted
his family, and left them without any visible means of support.

The respondent was duly notified to appear at the time
designated for the trial, and a copy of the charges against him
was left at his last known place of abode twenty-five days prior
to the appointed time.

At the special communication of the Lodge on December 23,
1873, which was held for the purpose of the trial, the respondent
was duly called by the Marshal, but did not appear, and
Brother A. B. Underwood was appointed by the W.M. to act
as counsel for the defence, Brother Emery Grover having been
selected to represent the Lodge in prosecution. The testimony
bearing upon the third charge, to wit, the desertion of his
family, was given verbally by Brother F. C. Lyon, who was
connected by marriage with the respondent. This testimony
was not deemed by the Lodge sufficient to establish the truth of
the allegations of this charge, and accordingly, upon this, the
respondent was acquitted.

The testimony adduced in support of the first and second
charges consisted of the depositions of John J. Hayes and
Rufus Estabrook. These depositions were taken for use dt the
trial, because the deponents are not members of the Fraternity,
and after sufficient notice to the respondent to be present at the
taking, before the Magistrate. The depositions — the statements
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in which were not contradicted or controlled by any other
evidence in the case — are sufficient to establish both the first and
second specifications, namely, forgery, and the uttering of a
forged note with intent to defraud. One hundred and ten
members of the Lodge were present at the trial, eighty of whom
voted guilty on the first specification, and ninety-two guilty on
the second specification. Upon the question of sentence, the
record states that a large majority voted for expulsion. In this
respect the record is erroneous, inasmuch as the actual number
of those who voted thus should have been given. There seems
to be no reason to doubt the fairness of Dalhousie Lodge in the
proceedings of this trial, nor the justice of the verdict and
sentence. The attention of the Grand Lodge should, however,
be directed to a matter of serious import, which arises from an
inspection of the record of the proceedings. It seems that the
members of Dalhousic Lodge were not simply notified, but were
summoned to attend at this trial; and in the summons, the
requirement of the Grand Lodge, and the duty of the members
in respect to a summons, were clearly stated. Nevertheless, the
record of this trial shows that out of a roll of members numbering
one hundred and ninety-six, eighty-six were absent, and only one
hundred and ten present. Had all the members been in
attendance, the number neccessary for a conviction upon either
of the specifications would have been ninety-nine. But the
highest vote obtained for conviction in this case was ninety-two,
on the second specification, a conviction, indeed, by a minority
of the members of the Lodge. Inasmuch as it is not only the
duty of all the members of the Lodge to respond to its sum-
mons, and only absence from town, or stringent necessity,
furnish an excuse for disregarding it, and inasmuch as it is the
clear right of the respondent, as well as of the Lodge, to have
the judgment of every member applied to the case, the remark-
able proportion of absentees from this trial deserves the notice
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of the Grand Lodge. It is not the purpose of your committee
to vindicate the wisdom of this ancient rule of the common
law of Masonry in regard to the obligation of a regular sum-
mons. But when a Lodge, for the general interest of the Fra-
ternity, as well as for its own reputation, undertakes the exercise
of the high prerogative of trying a Brother, and exposing him
to the shame and disgrace of expulsion, both the forms and the
spirit of Masonic law should be carefully observed. Indeed, it
is easy to see what mischief might arise in a doubtful case, or
in a case in which the testimony should be conflicting or nicely
balanced, if a minority of the actual members of a Lodge shall
suffice to pronounce a verdict, while a number sufficient to con-
stitute a majority is allowed the privilege of absence when duly
summoned to appear. If, through indifference, or from any
other reason not recognized by the laws of Masonry as suffi-
cient to excuse absence, a large number of the members be per-
mitted to disregard the sammons of their Lodge, not only will
the administration of its affairs be liable to fall under the con-
trol of cliques and minorities, but the safeguards and rights of
respondents under charges, which may be safely committed to
majorities, will fail to be maini.ained, and the whole' Fraternity
may thereby suffer reproach. ’

In the present case, it does not appear from the record, that
any notice was taken by-the W.M. of Dalhousie Lodge, or by
any of its members, of the very large number of absentees who
neglected the summons. Fortunately, indeed, for the cause of
justice, it is altogether probable that, had all the members at-
tended at this trial, a similar proportion of the entire Lodge
would have cast a vote of guilty on the first and second speci-
fications. This circumstance, while relieving the case of
embarrassments which might have arisen in a case of doubtful
evidence, by no means relieves the absent members of the Lodge
from the charge of a palpable neglect of duty. What remedy

3 -
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is to be applied hereafter, in cases of similar violation of duty,
it will be for the wisdom of the Grand Lodge to determine, and
your committee have discharged their consciences by thus
bringing the subject to notice. Considering the substantial
justice that appears to have been rendered by virtue of these
proceedings, your committee respectfully recommend that they
be confirmed.
For the Committee,
' Tracy P. CuEever, Chairman.

*  The report was accepted, and the action of Dalhou-
sie Lodge confirmed, whereby Wells D. Meek is
expelled from all the rights and privileges of Freema-
sonry. :
On motion of R.W. John McClellan, five hundred
dollars were appropriated for charity, to.be disbursed
by the Committee on Charity.

The Committee on Trials submitted their

REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF ORANGE LODGE, IN
* THE TRIAL OF HORACE L. JONES.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 11, 1874,

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the record
of the proceedings of Orange Lodge, in the trjal of Bro. Horace
L. Jones, respectfully report :

That charges sufficient, both in form and substance, were
preferred against Bro. Jones, and a special communication of
the Lodge, for the trial of these charges, was held on the second
day of February last. Evidence in support of the charges was
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. offered, a unanimous vote of guilty was given, and the punish-
ment by the same vote was erpulsion, although, whether from
membership or from the rights and benefits of Masonry dogs
not appear. The determination of this question is, however,
of slight consequence, inasmuch as the whole proceedings at
the trial are void and of no effect, for the want of notice to the
respondent, as required by the Grand Regulations. The
respondent was not present at the trial, nor does he appear by
-the record, either to have done or omitted anything whereby
the positive requirements of the regulations was waived.
Your committee, therefore, can only recommend that the judg-
ment of Orange Lodge, in the present case, be set aside, and
that a new trial of the respondent, after proper service upon
him, may be had, if the Lodge shall desire such trial.

For the Committee,
Tracy P. CreeveRr, Chairman.

The report was accepted and the recommendation

adopted.
The Committee on By-Laws presented their report,
which was accepted, and its recommendations adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.
IN GRAND LODGE, BOSTON, March 11, 1874,

The Committee on By-Laws report that they have examined
the amendments to the By-Laws of Newton Lodge, Wilbraham,
Saint Martin’s Lodge, Chatham, Mount Moriah Lodge, West-
field, Aberdour Lodge, Boston, and the full code presented by
Columbian Lodge, Boston, and recommend their approval.

In the By-Laws of Mount Lebanon Lodge, Boston, Ashler
Lodge, Rockport, and Paul Revere Lodge, North Bridgewater,
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the committee have made some slight changes. With these,
and a description of the seal being furnished by Ashler and
P'aul Revere Lodges, the committee recommend their approval.

The committee also recommend the approval of the By-Laws
of Hampden Lodge, Springfield, when a description of the seal
is furnished.’

Respectfully submitted,
THoMas W. Davis,
For the Commsliee.

The Committee on Charters made report, which was

adopted, and a Charter granted to Phcenix Lodge,
Hanover.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
March 11, 1874
The committee to whom was referred the petition of Pheenix

Lodge, of Hanover, for Charter, report :

That they have carefully examined the By-Laws and Records
of said Lodge, while under Dispensation. The By-Laws con-
tain all that is necessary for the government of the Lodge,
conform to the Grand Constitutions, and are recommended for
approval.

The Records, though not as carefully engrossed as is desira-
ble, are evidently a full and true transcript of the proceedings,
and show the initiation of eleven candidates during the year.

All dues having been paid to the Grand Treasurer, your com-
mittee recommend that a Charter be issued as prayed for.

Respectfully submitted,
Ivory H. PorE,
For the Commiitee.

.
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The Grand Master announced the death of R.W.
Robert Stuart Bruns, Past Grand Master of Masons
of South Carolina, on the fourteenth of February last,
and read the following extract from his farewell address
to the Brethren of the Grand Lodge, in December
last, on the occasion of resigning his office of Grand
Master:

“ And now I lay down, with the office which your confidence
has 80 long bestowed upon me, my life’s work. Those of you
who know me best, best know with what unswerving zeal, and
with what single devotion, from the first hour of my manhood
to this day, I have spent and been spent in the service of Ma-
sonry. Standing, as I do, upon that narrow span which divides
time from eternity, I look back upon that portion of the first,
which I fain trust will prepare me for the latter, and without
any reservation can unfeignedly say, that next to the holy
precepts of our divine religion, her service has best fitted
me (if, save by God’s mercy alone, man can be fitted) to
answer with trembling hope to the declaration: ¢ Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these, My brethren, ye
have done it unto Me.” My heart’s desire and prayer is, that
our Order may.grow in strength and unity, that our counsels
may be blest with all wisdom, our officers endued with all
knowledge and zeal, and our Craftsmen with every perfect gift.
If my tongue falters when it would utter thanks for the large
confidence and the distinguished consideration with which you
have ever honored me, believe me that it is because the heart is
too full for utterance. The emotions that crowd upon me in
this supreme moment beggar language. I can only stammer
out a heartfelt God bless you! and a solemn farewell | ’
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The Grand Master stated that it afforded him great
pleasure to announce to the Grand Lodge, that a sat-
isfactory agreement had been effected between the
Grand Lodge of Canada and the Grand Lodge of
Quebec, but as no official communication had yet been
received from those Grand Bodies, no action on the
part of our Grand Lodge would seem to be called for
to-day.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge was
closed in AMpLE ForM, at thirty minutes past three
o’clock, p.M., with prayer by W. Rev. Joshua Young,
Grand Chaplain.

A true abstract from the Records.

Attest :
Crartes H. Trrus,
Recording Grand Secretary.
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Abstrart of Proceedings

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

JUNE 10, A.T. 5674

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIP-

FuL GRAND LoDGE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF Mas-
gacHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on Wednesday, the tenth day of June,
AL 5874, A.D. ]874.‘

OFFICERS PRESENT.
M.W. SERENO DwicHT NICKERSON Grand Master.

RW. PercivaL L. EVERETT . . Deputy Grand Master.
RW. WiLLiaM T. GRAMMER . . Senior Grand Warden.
RW.ELwsAal W.Burras . . . Junior Grand Warden.
RW.Joux McCLELLAN . . . . Grand Treasurer.

R.W.CHARLES H. TrTus . . . . Recording Grand Secretary.

BW. WiLrLiax T. R. MArvIN . . D.D.G. Mmt.er, District No. 1.
R.W. WiLrtam H . Kext . . . . ¢ District No. 2.
R.W. CHARLES J. DANFORTH . . ¢ ¢ District No. 3.
RW.CHARLES A. WELCH . . . ¢ *  District No. 4.
R.W. GEorGe F.BReep . . . . ¢ ¢ District No. 5.
RW.Joseprt S. Howe . . . . s ¢ District No. 6.
R.W.HeNRY P. PERKINS . . . . o *  District No. 7.
R.W. WrLLiaM J. Sawin . . . “ ¢, District No. 10.

(27)
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R.W. JoserH B. KNOX
R.W. GeEorGE E. STACY . .
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS .

R.W. ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, JR. “ ¢

R.W. JouN W. ATwooDp . .
R.W.EDWARD AVERY . .
R.W. JouN WETHERBEE . .

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF

[June 10,

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
18.

. D.D.G. Master, District No.
.- ¢ ¢ District No.
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District No.
. District No.
. o ¢ District No.

o “  District No.

3 [T}

[ “

W. REv. ALoNzo H. QuiNT, D.D. Grand Chaplain.

W. WiLLiAM H. CBESSMAN .
W.Moses G. Lyon . . .
W.JonN ViaLL . . . . .
W. ATweLL F. WRIGHT .
W. HENRY A. BROWN . . .
W. HEXRY AUSTIN WHITNEY
W. LoVELL BICKNELL .

W. JoUN M. RODOCANACHI
W. E. DANA BANCROFT, }
W. CEPHAS BRIGHAM,

Bro. Joun B. RHODES as .
Bro. BENJAMIN F. NOURSE .

Grand Marshal.
Senior Grand Deacon.

. Junior Grand Deacon.
Senior Grand Steward.
Junior Grand Steward.
Grand Sword-Bearer.

. Grand Standard-Bearer.

. Grand Pursuivant.

Grand Lecturers.

Grand Organist.
Grand Tyler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.
R.W. WiLLiaAM D. COOLIDGE .

R.W. CHARLES C. DAME
R.W. WiLLIAM S. GARDNER
R.W. Asraniam A. DAME .
R.W. REv. E. M. P. WELLS

R.W. Rev. Lucrus R. PAIGE .

R.W. G. WASHINGTON WARREN
R.W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY

R.W. HENRY CHICKERING .
R.W. WiLLIAM SUTTON . .
R.W. DaviD W. CRAFTS .
R.W. Isaac H. WRriGHT .
R.W. WYzEMAN MARSHALL
R.W. Ivory H. PorE . .
R.W. ELiuaAH W. BURR . .
R.W. TracY P. CHEEVER

W. HENRY G. Fay .

W. MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS .

W. NATHANIEL GREENE .
W. HENRY J. PARKER . . .
BRO. FRANK E. JONES . ,

Past Grand Master.
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. Past Deputy Grand Master.

.
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13 “ ‘"
“ " "
(13 .“ [
[} " 6
6" ““ “«
‘“ (13 ‘“

X3 . “

. of the Committee ‘on Charity.

a“ «
“ ‘o “
" ‘e [

L3 " “



1874.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 29

R.W.ANDREW G. SmitH . . . . of the Committee on Returns.
W. SaxueL A. B. Brage . . . o i ¢

The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE ForM at
two o’clock p. M., with prayer by W. Brother Rev.
Alonzo H. Quint, D.D., Grand Chaplain, and singing.

The Record of the Quarterly Communication of
March 11, 1874, was approved without reading, the
same having been distributed among the members in
printed form.

The Records of the Special Communications of March
31, 1874, at Chelsea, for the purpose of dedicating
the new Masonic Hall of Star of Bethlehem and Rob-
ert Lash Lodges; and April 9, 1874, at Hanover, for
the purpose of constitu ing Pheenix Lodge, dedicating
its hall and installing its officers, were read and
approved. .

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws from the fol-
lowing Lodges were presented for approval, and ref.rred
to the Committee on By-Laws:

CHARLES A. WELCH, Maynard. RoswELL LEE, Springfield.

WEBSTER, Webster. HAYDEN, Brookfield.
SoLoMoN’s TEMPLE, Uxbridge. BrLue Hirr, Canton.
ORIENTAL, Edgartown. WiLLIAM SUTTON, Saugus.
WinsLow LEwis, Boston. Mysric, Pittsfield.

BLACKSTONE RIVER, Blackstone. BAALBEC, East Boston.

A Proxy was presented from

EzEKIEL BATES LoDGE, Attleborough, in favor of Bro. BENJAMIN
B. K1xG.

The Brother was recognized accordingly.
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The Grand Secretary submitted the petition of C.
S. Brewster, of Attleborough, for formal healing, and
it was referred to the Committee on Healing.

The proceedings of Saint John’s Lodge, Boston, in
the trial of Selon Thornton; of Massachusetts Lodge,
Boston, in the trial of James H. Nichols; and of Bay
State Lodge, Montague, in the trial of Addison D.
Welch, were presented for examination and approval,
and were referred to the Committee on Trials.

The amended record of the proceedings of Orange
Lodge, Orange, in the trial of Horace L. Jones, were
presented for examination and approval, and were re-
ferred to the Committee on Trials.

The roll of the Lodges was called by the W. Grand
Marshal, and the following were found to be repre-
sented : ’

ABERDOUR. CHARLES H. TiTus. HAMMATT.
ACONCAGUA. CHARLES RIVER. HHAMPSHIRE.
ADELPHI. CHICOPEE. IHowARrD.
AMICABLE. COLUMBIAN. HypE PARK.
ANCIENT LANDMARK. CONSTELLATION. Toxnic (Taunton).
ATHELSTAN. CORINTHIAN, JOHN CUTLER.
ATHOL. DALHOUSIE. JOHN HANCOCK.
BAALBEC. DELTA. JORDAN.
BELMONT. Evior. JOSEPH WARREN.
BerHESDA (Brighton). EssEx. KING SOLOMON.
BETHESDA EUREKA. LAFAYETTE
(Valparaiso). EzEKIEL BATES. (Boston Highlands).
BETH-HORAN. FarrH. M ASSACHUSETTS.
BristoL. GATE OF THE TEMPLE. MIZPAH.
CALEB BUTLER. GOLDEN FLEECE. MONITOR.
CHARLES A. WELCH. GOOD SAMARITAN. MORNING STAR.

CuarLes C. DAME.  GRECIAN. MONTACUTE,
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MoUNT CARMEL. Prreriy. S1LoAM.

MouxtT HERMON. PrLyMouTIL Socrar HArMONY.
MouNT LEBANON. PuTNAM. Stark Kina.
MouvxTt TABOR. QUINSIGAMOND. TRINITY.

Mount VERNON. RABBONI. TYRIAN.

NorroLk UNION. REVERE. "UNITED BRETHREN.
OLp CoroXY. Ri1SING STAR. WASHINGTON.
OuvE BRANCH. RuraAL. WILDER.

ORANGE. SAINT ANDREW’S, WiLLIAM NORTH.
OrpHAN'S HOPE. SAINT JouN’s (Boston). WILLIAM SUTTON.
PacrFic. SAINT MATTHHEW'S. WINSLOW LEWIS.
PALESTINE. SainT PAuL (Ayer). WryoMING.
PENTUCKET. SaINT PAUL'S

Pa@Nix. (South Boston).

The Committee on Healing submitted the following

REPORT ON THE PETITION OF DANIEL T. WITHERBEE,
OF WESTBOROUGH, FOR FORMAL HEALING.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

June 10, 1874.

The Committee on Healing, to whom was referred the petition
of Daniel T. Witherbee, for formal healing, respectfully report:

That the petitioner received the three Degrees in Masonry in
Quinsigamond Lodge, Worcester, after having been rejected in
Siloam Lodge, Westborough. The circumstances attending his
reception of the Degrees are fully set forth in the report of the
committee on the complaint of Siloam Lodge against Quinsig-
amond Lodge, which may be found in the printed abstract of
Proceedings of the Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand
Lodge, in December last (pp. 128 to 138, inclusive), and require
no repetition at this time. The petitioner seems to have acted
in good faith, and with no intent to violate the regulations of
the Grand Lodge, in his application for, and reception of, the
Degrees in Quinsigamond Lodge, after his rejection by Siloam
Lodge. His petition is favorably endorsed by R. W. Bro. Jo-
seph B. Knox, District Deputy Grand Master of the Eleventh
Masonic District ; by the W. M. of Quinsigamond Lodge ; the W,
Y. and two Past Masters of Montacute Lodge ; the Wardens,
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Past Masters Forbes and Brigham and a majority of the members
of Siloam Lodge ; and upon the principles which have governed
the Grand Lodge heretofore, in similar cases, should be granted.

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend that the
prayer of the petitioner for formal healing be granted.

Tracy P. CHEEVER,

Freperick D. Evy,

Estrs A. HENDERSON,
Cummiltee.

The report was accepted, the recommendation
adopted, and the prayer of the petitioner, for a formal
healing, granted.

The same committee submitted their report upon
the petition of C. S. Brewster.

REPORT ON THE PETITION OF C. S. BREWSTER, OF AT-
TLEBOROUGII, FOR FORMAL HEALING.

IN THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

June 10, 1874,

The Committce on Healing, to whom was referred the petition
of C. S. Brewster, of North Attleborough, for formal healing, re-
spectfully report:

That the petitioner, in his application for healing, sets forth
the following facts: Sometime in 1868 or 1869, being then a
resident of Ashland, and under the jurisdiction of North Star
Lodge, he made an application to that Lodge for the Degrees
in Masonry, which was rejected. In the year 1871 he removed
his property, and probably his residence, to Attlcborough, where
he made application for the degrees to Bristol Lodge in January,
1872. This application was recommended by Bro. E. R. Price,
a member of Bristol Lodge, to whom the petitioner then said
that he had been rejected by North Star Lodge, and inquired of
Bro. Price whether that circumstance made any difference in re-



1874.] THE GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 33

spect to his application to Bristol Lodge. This statement and
inquiry were made in the presence of another member of Bristol
Lodge, and he was answered by Bro. Price, that the substance
and effect of the words, ‘I have before applied,’’ referred only to
the Lodge then receiving the application, and that a rejection by
another Lodge made no difterence with this. Thereupon the
petitioner filled the blank with the word “ never,’’ or rather, as the
petitioner thinks, the blank was filled by Bro. Price, and the
petitioner signed it. This application was rejected by Bristol
Lodge. Then followed another application to the same Lodge
in June, 1872, which was accepted, and the petitioner received
the degrees and was admitted to membership. The petitioner
claims that he acted in good faith, with no knowledge of the
jurisdictional laws of the Grand Lodge, and of course with no
intent to violate them ; and this claim seems to be confirmed by
his voluntary disclosure to the two Brethren of Bristol Lodye,
of the fact of his rejection by North Star Lodge. It is further
confirmed by the explicit statement of Bro. Price, appended to
the petition, in which the Brother very frankly and fully exon-
erates the petitioner from all fault in the premises, and taking
to himself, exclusively, the responsibility for the construction of
the words above referred to.

North Star Lodge, by a unanimous vote, attested by its seal,
recommends the granting of the petitioner’s request.

The construction by Bro. Price of the words of the printed
application, which refer to the. question whether or not the
candidate has made a prior application, is so manifestly un-
sound, not to say ridiculous, as almost to lead your committee
to doubt whether it was given in good faith, but perhaps his
vehement assertion to the contrary should confirm any rising
incredulity. The fact that upon two applications acted upon
by Bristol Lodge, the rejection of the petitioner, in the not very
remote town of Ashland, remained undiscovered, is not very
creditable to the Masonic vigilance of the Lodge or the effi-
ciency of its committee. Such looseness or recklessness in the
construction of plain language, and such listlessness or inatten-
tion on the part of Lodges, in the admission of candidates, are
obviously deserving the censure of the Grand Lodge, The
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petitioner, in the present case, however, seems to have freed
himself from any just'imputations upon his conduct or motives,
and your committee therefore respectfully recommend that the
prayer of his petition be granted.
Tracy P. CHEEVER,
Freperick D. Evy,
E. A. HexpErson,
Committee.

The report was accepted, the recommendation adopt-
ed, and the prayer of the petitioner, for a formal hear-
ing, granted.

The Grand Master submitted the following docu-
ments recently received from the Right Worshipful

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and
recommended that assistance, to such an amount as

the condition of our Grand Lodge funds would allow,
be rendered to our suffering Brethren in that State.

GRAND MASTER'S OFFICE, GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.
VERMILLIONYILLE, May 15, 1874,

Henry HAMBURGER, .
Sentor Warden and Acting Master
of Louisiana Relief Lodge No. 1, New Orleans, La.

Dear Sir aND Wor. BrorHer:—Some wecks ago the Deputy
Grand Master issued a circular to the different Lodges in the
inundated portions of this State, calling for contributions
for the relief of the many Brethren now suffering from the
overflow ; but it is found that the magnitude of the distress is
so great as to render it impossible for the Fraternity of this
jurisdiction to alleviate it ; and however much I may dislike to
ask assistance from abroad, yet I feel that I would be derelict
in the discharge of my official duty, did I not do everything in
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my power to procure relief for Brethren and their families,
who are absolutely destitute, alike of money, clothing, food
and medicines, It is not right that we should remain inactive
whilst the children of our Brethren are crying for bread;
neither is it proper for us as members of the most ancient and
powerful benevolent Order on earth, to allow them to become
objects of public charity if it can be avoided. 1 therefore
hereby authorize you to appeal to the various Grand Jurisdic-
tions of this Continent, for such assistance as they may be able
and willing to extend to us. And as we were not forgetful of
others in the days of our prosperity, I trust that the Almighty
will not permit us to be neglected in our adverszity.

The Deputy Grand Master is in the city, and will, through
the District Deputy Grand Master, and Masters of Lodges,
superintend the distribution of donations.

Much sickness has heretofore fllowed in the wake of great
overflows, and will likely do so in the present case; and, at best,
many of the sufferers will have to be assisted for some months,
or until they can raise provisions for themsclves ; and, as many
thousands of dollars will necessarily be required to relieve
absolute want, great care must be taken that vain pride is not
gratified, nor idleness encouraged, and that all funds con-
tributed are devoted exclusively to Masonic relief.

M. E. Giraro, Grand Master.

GRAND LODGE HALL, NkW ORLEANS, La,,
HALL OF LOUISIANA RELIEF LOUGE NoO. 1.
MAY 19, 1574,

To R. W. Cuartes H. Titus,
Grand Secrelary of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Mmachmelts.

In compliance with the foregoing instructions from the Grand
Master, 1 beg leave to appeal to you, and through you to the
Fraternity throughout your jurisdiction, for such aid — in this
our hour of distress —as you and they may be able to afford.
Our Relief Lodge is now entirely destitute of means, and there
is not a Lodge in this State that is not taxed to the utmost
to sustain its own individual charities ; and so utterly impov-
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erished have our people become through epidemics, overflows;
decline of business, and other causes over which we have no
control, that we have no resource now left bat to ask for relief
from those in more prosperous and favored regions. It is the
first time in the history of our State that such an dppeal has
been made, and I trust that, through the intercession of Divixe
Provipence, it may be the last. The few thousand dollars
which we will be able to raise at home will be totally inade-
quate to the demands that are being aud will be made upon us.
Fully one-fourth of our State is now under water, —and most
of that portion will not be free for cultivation, until it is too
late for any crop that will be marketable ; and, the most that
the occupants ¢an expect to do, will be to raise such things as
are necessary for their own consumption.
You will please direct your contributions to R. W. James C.
Batchelor, Grand Secretary.
. HaMBURGER,
S. W., and acting Master of La. Relief Lodge No. 1.

GRAND SECRETARY'S OFFICE, GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA,
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.
NEW ORLEANS, May 19, 1974.

R. W. Bro.: — It was my intention to accompany the com-
munication of the Acting W. M. of our Relief Lodge with a
description of the suffering giving rise to such unusual action
on the part of our Grand Lodge and the Craft in this jurisdic-
tion, but find it almost impossible to do it justice; in lien
thereof, will add the following letter from a W. M. of one of
oug Lodges, one of the many communications received, as well
calculated to give an approximate idea of the situation of a
large number of our citizens, many of whom are members of

our Fraternity :

NEw Texas P. O., May 7th, 1874.
James C. Batchelor, M. D., Grand Secretury.

RigHT WoRsSHIPFUL, DEAR SIR AND BrROTHER: I write to you to-
day with a sad heart, with deep foreboding for the present and future
of our people in the overflowed districts; I am myself amongst the
list.
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We are destitute of food, clothing and medicines; without credit and
almost withount friends. The efforts on foot for the relief of the unfor-
tunate are praiseworthy in the donors, but I fear from the manner in
which these supplies are being distributed, many will suffer, who are
unable to work or cannot find employment. Orders are issned here,
by the Distributing Committee in New Orleans, to issue the supplies
to those only who work on the crevasses and levees; many are not
sble to do this, owing to several reasons, the great distance to travel,
and feeble women and children, who need protection and assistance at
their homes, and cannot therefore receive supplies.

Iagree that donations shall not be used to encourage idleness; but
eertainly the local agents here, should be good men and charitable,
and allowed the privilege to discriminate. I am immediately in front
of the lakeside crevasse, and have had all I can do to save my stock. I
have them in little spots of ground, and have to feed them daily to
save their lives. I have some corn left from last year, which I will
and do distribute to those who are more in want than myself! What
is the duty of every Mason in this terrible calamity? I don't see our
great Order moving at all in this matter. Have theyforgotten that they
have Brothers whose little children will soon be crying from hunger,
and approaching their fathers with tears in their eyes, who will be
unable to render them any assistance?

We want meat and bread, old clothes and medicines, quinine more
particularly. We want no luxuries, do not ask for it. I will there-
fore ask you, my Brother, as I know your heart is in the right place, to
move in this matter for your Brothers in the swamp country, and over-
flowed. There are Masons. I know, who do not know where they will
get something to eat for themselves and families from day to day —
and will starve before they will ask for it, being too proud.

We cannot tell how long this state of affairs will last. It may last
until July, and I think the chances are two to one in favor of this, as
such floods as we have now do not generally pass off quickly. The
longer the worse, as we will be deprived of the means of making bread
for another vear. Nine-tenths of our parish is under water now, and
from the widening of the crevasse, the little lJand now uncovered will
grow less daily ; therefore the suffering will increase.

But we hope and pray that the water will fall in time to plant crops.
Ithink and hope after this there will be no more jealousies and ani-
mosities existing between the North and South. Only two years ago
they had their fires, when we did all we could for them, and now we
have our floods of destruction, and nobly are they coming to our
relief. But, my Brother, this is no idle talk, this is a big thing to
handle, and every man and woman in the land will be called upon to
give their mite.
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I would suggest that if anything can be done through the Masonic
Fraternity, that such supplies as I have mentioned be forwarded
divectly to the Lodges in the several parishes for distribution, and that
such Lodges be allowed to render such assistance as they can to per-
sons suffering, who are outside of the Order. But at all events, let us
help our distressed Brothers, their widows and children if possible.
I see the Granges are moving already, in regard to relief of their dis-
tressed, and why should our noble and ancient Order be behind
such new secret institutions as this? I feel a great pride in our Order,
and one which I hope to see gratified, and set an example to all minor
societies that may exist, before this hand of appalling distress is taken
off of us.

Do not imagine that I am writing for personal relief. I do not think
God will ever let me starve, although I am deprived of many com-
forts and luxuries which I have been used to all my life; such as cof-
fee, flour, etc. But these I am content to do without, and so are
my loving wife and children.

But I am willing to work hard to overcome and surmount ob-
stacles, such as we have now,and I may come to it. With kind
regards, and fraternal feelings,

I remain, yours, etc.,
D. LEATHERMAN.

P. 8. Since writing the foregoing, May 14th, I have received a
communication from D. D. G. M. Howell S. Carter, dated 11th inst.,
asking the condition of the members of our Lodge, their wants and
necessities, which I have replied to, and this is the first word or sound
that I have heard from the key notes of our Order, and is well worthy
of praise and honor to the one from whom it originates.

There is hardly a single member of our Lodge who is not over-
flowed, or so near it that his lands are of no service for farming purpo-
ses ; our credit is all gone ; our merchants write us to draw on them
no more, as they are unable to help us, and that we must seek and
obtain Government and other contributions which are being distrib-
uted through the overflowed districts. ‘These supplies so far are
a mere pittance; I have witnessed rations issued by our local Agent
for one week, half pound of pork, three pounds of meal, three pounds
of crackers; this was to a negro of course, who sat down and ate
the whole of it up, before he left his seat. I have never been one
who has taken the dark side in our country, since the war. But, dear
sir, things, I must confess, look dark and gloomy to me, and to cap the
whole, our stock in this parish have the charbon, to a fearful extent.
Isaw yesterday in one herd of cattle, horses and mules, one hundred
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and seventy-five head, and there was not five head free from this

L d * * * » » L] *

You will not be surprised at the long time, from the 7th to the 14th,
elapsing between the commencement &nd close of this communica-
tion. Ihave been slow, trusting and doubting, watching and praying
that I could write you a better picture than herein contained ; but
tuly I am a long way behind the mark; the worst is not half told.

. L L d L d » L d L] »

With kind regards and fraternal feeling, and compliments to all
Masons of the Grand Lodge,
I am, respectfully,
D. LEATHERMAN.
Fraternally,

Jaxes C. BarcHELOR, Grand Secretary.

On motion of the R. W. Deputy Grand Master, it
Was unanimously .

Voted, That the sum of one thousand dollars ($1000)
be appropriated towards the relief of our suffering
Brethren in Louisiana.

R. W. William J. Sawin, District Deputy Grand
Master of the Tenth Masonic District, presented the
following statement of the destruction of the Masonic
property of Hampshire Lodge, Haydenville, and offered
the accompanying resolutions which were unanimously

passed :

Mosr WorsniprrL GraND Master : — When last this Grand
Lodge met in Quarterly Communication, there was, in a thriv-
ing,village in a pleasant valley among the hills of Western
Massachusetts, a prosperous Lodge of Masons, occupying mag-
nificent apartments, erected and furnished mostly through the
munificence of two of the leading manufacturers of the town in

which the village was located.
2
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The rich Brussells carpeting extending through all the
apartments even to the stairways, the chandelier costing nearly
five hundred dollars, the illuminated @ suspended in the blaz-
ing star, were but samples of all the furnishings of the Lodge,
and attested that no common liberality and care had been
bestowed upon it.

Hampshire Lodge, although neither old in years nor large in
point of numbers, was justly the pride of the Tenth District.
But alas | what changes a day may bring forth. To-day, they
have only saved from the wreck the Charter, picked up some
four miles away, stripped of its seal, the Tyler’s Sword, and the
Lodge Seal. But the Brethren are alive, and possess the indom-
itable will to re-construct the Lodge if possible. The Worship-
ful Master is present with us to-day.

On the seventeenth day of May, nature, having laid aside
the robes of winter, with the dcw-drops of morning upon her
brow, had arrayed herself in all the beauties of spring. Peace
was in the valley ; happiness becamed from every countenance,
and prosperity abounded ; but suddenly, a cry is heard in the
streets : — ¢ To the hills! Fly to the hills! Fly to the hills for
your lives ! The Reservoir has broken and the floods are upon
you!” Hurrying from offices, stores and workshops, the work-
men rush to save the lives of their families and friends, when
such a spectacle meets their vision as no language can describe.

Rushing down the valley, crashing, tumbling, roaring, comes
the flood, showing a column full twenty-five feet in height,
bearing before it the wreck of the two villages located in the
valley above, so denscly packed that none of the waters are
visible, only the spray, like a cloud above, and below a whirl-
ing mass of timbers and débris.

So rapid is its approach that all thought of saving others is
necessarily abandoned, and only by the greatest exertion is any
one able even to save his own life. .

Striking the works of Ilayden, Gere & Co., they are demol-
ished and disappear as if by magic, save the building in which
was the Masonic Hall, which resists but for a moment, when
that too follows, and all is gone.
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Imagination cannot possibly portray the magnitude of the
catastrophe which in twenty minutes’ time desolated this beau-
tiful valley, tearing up and destroying productive farms and
leaving only barren rocks and huge boulders where were fertile
lands ; annihilating or bearing bodily away dwelling houses,
stores, shops and manufactories ; in many cases sweeping away
the entire accumulation of years of toil; destroying the business
of the entire community ; burying the bruised and mangled
bodies of father, mother, sister, brother, husband, wife and child
inthe sands, or covering them beneath the piles of rubbish thirty
feet deep; the few remaining buildings being transformed into
charnel houses, and the inhabitants filled with mourning.

One hundred and forty-two lives and two million dollars are
sacrificed to the incompetency or greed of a few men in their
beedless race after wealth.

While we drop the sympathetic tear with our Brethren in
their deep affliction, and especially with Bro. Jerome Hillman,
who lost his wife, and Bro. Derby Kingsley, who lost his wife
ad two childreu, let us thank God that although fourteen of
the Brethren were stripped of their property, yet not a member
of the Lodge lost his life, and that with the exception of those
of Brothers Hillman and Kingsley, the familics of all were
saved.

On visiting the scene of the disaster, the day following, to
see what we, as Masous, could do to alleviate the suffering, I
found so generous a response in the supplies being forwarded
orthen delivered, that I advised, while we should all contribute to
the general fund, we should hold our Masonic offerings in reserve,
and at the proper time come forward and refit and rcfurnish
a new hall for the Lodge.

linformed the Worshipful Master of my decision, and at the
same time requested him to inform me at once if the general
telief was not ample, and we would respond without delay.

As | am this day informed that all our Brethren are now
suitably provided for, I most respectfully offer the following
resolations to this Grand Lodge. ’

Whereas, This Grand Lodge has learned with deep regret
of the great calamity which has befallen Hampshire Lodge and
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its individual members, whereby their beautiful hall, furniture,
records and all which they as a Lodge possessed were destroyed ;
which in two instances bereft the Brothers of their families 3
which has swept away the accumulations of years of toil, and
which has desolated their beautiful valley, therefore

Resolved, That we tender to the Brethren of Hampshire
Lodge, in this their time of decp affliction, the heartfelt sympa-
thies of this Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That, acknowledging one of the fundamental prin-
ciples of Masonry to be to relieve the distressed, we pledge
ourselves, as members of this Grand Lodge, as members of
subordinate Lodges, and as individual Masons, to render to
them the necessary aid to assist in procu'ring' and furnishing
néw apartments for the re-establishment of their Lodge.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be requested to forward
to Hampshire Lodge a copy of these proceedings.

On motion it was also unanimously

Voted, That a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars
($500), subject to the supervision and discretion of
the M. W. Grand Master, be appropriated to the relief
of our Brethren of Hampshire Lodge.

The Committee on Trials submitted the following

REPORT ON THE AMENDED RECORD OF THE PROCEED-
INGS OF ORANGE LODGE IN THE TRIAL OF
HORACE L. JONES.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUBKTTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

i June 10th, 1874.

" The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the amended
record of Orange Lodge, setting forth its proccedings in the
trial of Bro. Horace L. Jones, respectfully report :

That the original record in this case was presented at the
last Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, and that in
said record it did not appear that any notice of the filing of the
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charges or of the pendency of the trial had been served upon
the respondent, or whether the sentence imposed upon him by
Orange Lodge, after conviction, was from membership or from
the rights and benefits of Masonry. The record now discloses
the fact, accidentally omitted before, that legal and ample ser-
vice was made in the case, and that the sentence was expulsion
from the rights and benefits of Masonry. According to the
first record, which thus disclosed the obvious and fatal defects
alluded to, your committee could only recommend that the
Jjudgment of the Lodge should be set aside and that a new trial
of the respondent might be had. Inasmuch, however, as it is
now certain that the provisions of the Grand Constitutions were
fally observed, not only in the preliminary steps, but in the
conduct of the trial, and that by accident, alone, the real acts
of the Lodge failed to be stated in the record of the proceed-
ings, it seems to be obvious that Orange Lodge should be
allowed the advantages of a full compliance with the laws and
regalations of which the record at first deprived them.

Your committee therefore respectfully recommend that the
vote of the Grand Lodge passed at the Quarterly Communica-
tion in March- last, whereby the judgment of Orange Lodge in
this case was set aside, be rescinded, and that the proceedings
of the Lodge, as shown in the present view of the trial, be con-
firmed. )

. Tracy P. CHEEVER,
Freperick D. Evy,
Estus A. HexpERsoN,

Commiltee.

The report was accepted, the recommendation adopt-
ed, and the action of Orange Lodge in expelling
Horace L. Jones from all the rights and privileges of
Freemasonry confirmed.

The same Committee submitted their
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REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF SAINT JOHN'S LODGE,
"BOSTON, IN THE TRIAL OF SOLON TIIORNTON.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

JUNE 10, 1874

The Committee on Trials, to whom was referred the record
of the proceedings of St. John’s Lodge, Boston, in the trial of
Bro. Solon Thornton, which was conducted at a Special Com-
munication, on March 27th, 1874, having duly considered
the subjects involved therein, and necessary to be reported upon
at the present time, respectfully report :

That upon charges against the respondent, which have been
filed with the Secretary of the Lodge and a statement of which
i9 not required in the present posture of the case, the trial
was begun at the Special Communication above referred to ;
R. W. Bro. Daniel Harwood, P. M., presiding; R. W. Bro.
Edward Avery appearing as counsel for the prosecution, and
Bro. F. W. Pelton for the respondent.

The charges and specifications were read, to which the
respondent pleaded, “Not Guilty.”” After a request from the
counsel for the respondent, that the first and second charges
should be dismissed, which request was overruled by the pre-
siding Master, whose decision was not appealed from by the
respondent, the evidence for the prosecution was introduced ;
at the conclusion of which, the respondent testified in his own
behalf, and was followed by the respective counsel in a
summing up of the case. Before the vote of the Lodge upon
the question of the respondent’s guilt was taken, his counsel
claimed that a two-thirds vote of the members present was
necessary for a conviction upon the charges, and this claim was
denied by the counsel for the prosecution, who asserted the
right of the majority to control in all such cases. The presid-
ing officer ruled that a two-thirds vote was necessary to a con-
viction ; and thereupon the roll of the members was called,
upon which it appeared that upon the first charge, there being
179 members in attendance, 105 voted guilty and 74 not guilty,
— upon the second charge, 101 voted guilty and 78 not guilty,
and upon the third charge 113 voted guilty and 66 not guilty ;
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it thus appearing that under the ruling of the presiding Officer
no conviction was had upon either charge.

From the ruling of the Chair, however, Bro. S. A. Stetson
appealed, and moved that the record of the trial be certified to
the Grand Lodge for its decision, no further action having been
taken in the matter by St. John’s Lodge.

The only question therefore, at this time, raised by the record
in this case, is, whether the ruling of the Chair that a two-
thirds vote of the members present was necessary for a con-
viction is or is not correct, and to that question only will the
considerations to be presented by your committee refer.

To show the diversities of Masonic law and practice upon
this point, we may be pardoned in directing the attention of
the Grand Lodge toward the law and practice so far as they
may be found in the Constitutions and decisions of Grand
Lodges in the United States, or in the opinion of eminent
Masonic publicists. In several of the States, the proportion of
the members of a Lodge necessary to convict has been left by

their Grand Lodges to be regulated by the By-Laws of the
subordinate Lodges. This would seem to be about as unwise a
method of regulation as could well be adopted, as it permits
the single Lodge by its own By-law to make or unmake a
Mason in whom the whole Fraternity may have an interest, and
may lead likewise to extreme diversities of practice.

““There is no rule of action,’” says Mitchell, «“laid down in
the ancient regulations by which we are bound to be governed;
it is nevertheless quite manifest, that Lodges have ever been
considered at full liberty to make their own laws for the gov-
ernment of such cases, and true uniformity is not to be found.
The By-Laws of some Lodges require a two-thirds vote to
expel or suspend, and I think this practice is more general than
any other. A few suspend and expel by a bare majority, and
perhaps a still smaller number require a unanimous vote. We
say, though, that while we think that two-thirds should concur
in expelling, any other rule might be considered legal, if gov-
erned by a By-Law of the Lodge.”*

. *Mitchell’s History of Free Masonry, Mas. Digest, Vol. 2., p. 601.
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Look, in hiswork on Masonic Trials, says that two-thirds of all
the votes cast, are required to convict, and Mackey, in his Prin-
ciples of Masonic Law, fourth Ed., Page 324, declares that the:
usage has obtained of requiring two-thirds of the votes to secure-
conviction.

In Connecticut and Iowa, according to Lockwood’s Masonic
Law and Practice, Page 61, the Lodge may convict by a ma-
Jority vote, but a vote of two-thirds is necessary for expulsion
or suspension.

In New Jersey, Illinois, Wisconsin, South Carolina, Arkan-
sas, Colorado and some other States, a two-thirds vote is
requisite for suspension, expulsion or restoration, the rule as to
conviction being undetermined.

In Louisiana, a majority only is requisite for conviction, while
three-fourths must vote to expel —two-thirds to suspend, and a
majority again to reprimand.

In Tennessee, a majority vote not only convicts, but expels ;
and Hubbard, Grand Master of Ohio and an eminent Masonic
Jurist, declares emphatically that a majority vote is sufficient
to suspend, expel or reprimand a Brother. He further says
that «“ Masonry has no usage or rule requiring a two-thirds vote
to expel. A majority vote is sufficient, and no By-Law should
exist to the contrary.”

In the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence
of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, presented in 1854, it is de-
clared that that Grand Lodge has always held that a majority
may expel.

Chase, in his Masonic Digest, Page 375, while collating the
authorities upon this subject, expresses the opinién that ‘“in the
absence of Constitutional or other regulations, we should con-
sider the following majoritics as sanctioned by the best usage :
for conviction on Masonic trial, expulsion, indefinite suspen-
sion, and restoration after indefinite suspension, a two-thirds
vote is nccessary.”’

This statement of the rule and practice adopted in the sev-
eral States, and these opinions of learned Brethren only sérve
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to show the existence of wide diversities, and the absence of a
settled and stable practice.

Buat whether the weight of authority as to the true rule to be
observed in this behalf in the several States of the Union be
more favorable to the two-thirds rule or the majority rule; the
rule or law in this Commonwealth, and enunciated by the
Grand Lodge, and by which all Masonic trials held in this
jurisdiction, must be governed, is clear and unmistakeable,
There is indced no written regulation, no direction of the Con-
stitutions prescribed. There is, however, a regulation as
potent and binding, as any provigion of the Constitutions could
be. 1t is found in an uninterrupted series of decisions, ordered
by the Grand Lodge as a High Court of Appeals upon all the cases
of Masonic trial which bave arisen in our jurisdiction, and not
only bearing the weight of its controlling authority as con-
chiding all such cases in this Commonwealth, but sustained and
advocated by its leading jurists, among whom the ever lament-
ed Bro. Moore was conspicuous in his assertion of the doctrine.
The undoubted rule of Massachusetts Practice is that a majority
vote suffices both for conviction, and for the imposition of
whatever sentence a Lndge is entitled to render. TUntil this
well-established rule shall be purposely changed by the Grand
Lodge, it must stand as the law of Massachusetts.

It follows therefore, that the ruling of the Chair in the case
of Solon Thornton, in respect to the number of votes necessary
for conviction, was erroneous, and that upon the statement of
the record, the respondent was lawfully convicted, so far as
numbers are concerned, upon each of the geveral charges.
Inasmuch as the Lodge stopped at the end of its vote upon the
charges, and did not proceed to vote upon the sentence to be
imposed upon the respondent, the proceedings are not com-
plete, and any other questions relating to the trial, proper to be
considered upon the completed record, are not yet open for
consideration. Your committee respectfully recommend, that
the Grand Lodge set aside the ruling of the presiding officer
in respect to the number of members necessary to a conviction,
pud that the case be remanded to Saint John’s Lodge for
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sentence, and such other proceedings as may be necessary to

complete the record.

Tracy P. CHERVER,

Freperick D. Evy,

Esrus A. HenpEersox,
Commiltee.

The report was accepted, and the recommendation

adopted, whereby the ruling of the presiding officer in
respect to the number of members necessary to a con-
viction is set aside, and the case is remanded to Saint
John’s Lodge for sentence, and such other proceedings
as may be necessary to complete the record.
« The Committee on Trials presented a very full report
upon the proceedings of Massachusetts T.odge in the
trial of James H. Nichols. A remonstrance, addressed
to the Grand Lodge, against the approval of said trial,
signed by several members of Massachusetts Lodge,
was read by the Grand Master. After a lengthy dis-
cussion, a vote was reached and the proceedings were
not confirmed.

The committee to whom was referred the Annual
Address of the M. W. Grand Master made report,
which was accepted and ordered to be recorded.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE GRAND MASTER'S
ADDRESS.

IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Boston, June 10, 1874,

The committee to whom was referred the Annual Address of
the Most Worshipful Grand Master submit the following
report :
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Those recommendations contained in the address which re-
quired the action of the Grand Lodge, appear to have been
promptly adopted.

The kind and thoughtful recommendation in regard to R+ W,
Charles W. Moore, so readily adopted by the Grand Lodge,
was one of those recognitions of worth and fidelity which tend
to bless and sweeten life. 1t was the offspring of that gentle
and tender tie of brotherly love which never withholds, at the
proper time, the full meed of praise to one who has well and
truly performed his allotted part.

The feeling and appropriate announcement of the death of
our Senior Past Grand Master R. W. George M. Randall,
caused us, in the language of the deceased, to ‘‘ dwell with
saddened love upon the memory of those who rest from their
labors,”’ and has been fittingly supplemented by the resolutions
prepared by our beloved Brother R. W. Winslow Lewis, and
adopted by the Grand Lodge Dec. 30th, 1873,

Your committee invites especial attention to the suggestions
of the Grand Master in regard to Masonic parades and the
publication of Masonic proceedings and notices.

The dignity and high standard which seem suitable and ap-
propriate to the real purposes and objects of the Fraternity,
seeking as it does the advancement of our fellow-man by teach-
ing the habits of obedience, self-control and sound morals, must
inevitably suffer by the too frequent gratification of idle curi-
osity or personal vanity.

The Grand Master announces in his address the purchase of
the Masonic Library of Bro. Leon Hyneman and its addition
to the Library of the Grand Lodge. Your committee is aware
that in order to obtain this valuable collection much time and
earnest work were imposed on the Grand Master, and its sub-
sequent arrangement received at his hands a carefiil superin-
tendence which entitles him to the thanks of the Brotherhood.

But few of the Brethren at large seem to be aware of the
extent and diversity of the labors devolving on the Grand Mas-
ter. During the past year the Grand Master has constituted
four Lodges and installed the officers, dedicated seven Masonic
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Halls, laid the corner stone of one Masonic Temple, installed
the officers of three Lodges, visited fourteen Lodges and at-
tended three other Masonic gatherings. ' He has issued four
Dispensations for new Lodges and fourteen Special Warrants to
his subordinates. These constitute only his public services in
behalf of the Craft, and when we call to mind the constant and
innumerable demands upon him for advice and direction in the
management of subordinate Lodges, for information in Masonic
law and government, for the quieting of discord, in the settle-
ment of mooted questions of jurisdiction, for the maintenance
of peace, purity, harmony and honor among the Brethren, we
begin to obtain a glimpse of the intricate and delicate character
of his manifold duties.

To discharge these duties with dignity and fidelity, to refuse
a request which ought not to be granted with that courteous
firmness which never offends, and to grant a request that ought
to be granted with a prompt recognition of its propriety, to
settle controverted questions in that broad spirit of justice
which invariably carries conviction, and to win and maintain
the love and confidence of the Brethren, requires a large capac-
ity, extended cultivation, patience, and a high scnse of honor
and justice. It is no part of the duty of your committee to
present a eulogy upon the administration of the Grand Master,
but simply to invite the attention of the Brethren to the nature
and extent of the duties devolving upon him and to the satis-
factory manner in which he has performed those duties.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Epwarp AvERy,

Samuer C. LAwRENCE,

Eusar W. Busrg,
Commilttee.

The committee to whom was referred the amend-
ment to the Grand Constitutions proposed at the last
Quarterly Communication, made report as follows :
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROPOSI-ED AMENDMENT OF
PART 1V., ARTICLE III., SECTION 5, OF THE GRAND
CONSTITLTIO\IS

IN GRAND LODGE OF MABSACHUBETTS,
BOSTON, June 10, 1874.
The committee to whom was referred the proposition to

amend Part IV., Article III., Section 5, of the Grand Constitu-
tions, by striking out the words ‘“ most convenient,”” and insert-
ing the word ‘‘nearest,”’” respectfully report :

This is a return to the original law of the Constitutions,
which was amended at the Annual Communication in Decem-
ber, A. L. 5860, to accommodate the convenience of candi-
dates, giving them the option to travel a greater number of
miles by railroad, or drive a less number in carriages; but since
the change has proved a source of jealousy and ill-feeling to
the Lodges, we recommend that the amendment be adopted.

Respectfully submitted,

CaarLEs J. DaNFoRrTH,
Bensamin F. Arwoo,
‘WirLiau J. STEVENS,
Commiltiee.
The report was accepted. The M. W. Grand Mas-
ter submitted the question, ¢¢ Shall the proposed amend-
ment prevail? The W. Grand Marshal, having counted
the votes, reported thirty-one in the affirmative, and
one in the negative. The Grand Master declared the
amendment adopted.
The Commit:ee on By-Laws made report.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS.
IN GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,
BoSTON, June 10, 1874,
The Committee on By-Laws repdrt that they have examined
the amendments to the By-Laws of Blue Hill Lodge, Canton;
Hayden Lodge, Brookfield; William Sutton Lodge, Saugus;
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Mystic Lodge, Pittsfield; Mount Horeb Lodge, Woburn;
Roswell Lee Lodge, Springfield ; Baalbee Lodge, East Boston ;
Blackstone River Lodge, Blackstone, and recommend their
approval.

In the By-Laws of Charles A. Welch Lodge, Maynard ; Web-
ster Lodge, Webster; Rural Lodge, Quincy; Solomon’s Tem-
ple Lodge, Uxbridge, and Oriental Lodge, Edgartown, the
committec have made such changes as the Constitutions and
Regulations of the Grand Lodge have rendered necessary.
With these and a description of the Seal being furnished by
Webster, Rural, Solomon’s Temple, and Oriental Lodges, the
committee recommend their approval.

The committee also recommend the approval of the By-
Laws of Winslow Lewis Lodge, Boston, when a description of
the Seal is furnished.

W. F. SaLxon,

T. W. Davis,

JOEL SEAVERNS,
Commilltee.

The report was accepted, and the recommendations
adopted.

R.W. William T. R. Marvin moved that a committee
be appointed to consider and report on the best means
of preserving the Ritual from alterations, and that the
Grand Master be requested to act as the chairman of
that committee.

The motion prevailed, and the Grand Master ap-
pointed R.W. Brothers W. T. R. Marvin and Ivory H.
Pope, and W. Bro. Horace A. Richardson.

The Grand Master, in fitting terms, announced the
death of R. W. Newell A. Thompson, Past Deputy
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Grand Master, and stated that he had appointed R.W.
William W. Baker a committee to prepare suitable
resolutions to be spread upon our Records.

R.W. Bro. Baker submitted the following report,
which was adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF R. W. NEW.-
ELL A. THOMPSON.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSKTTS,
Boston, June 10, 1874,

The committee appointed to prepare resolutions on the death
of R. W. Newell A. Thompsvn has attended to that duty and
respectfully begs leave to report :

Whereas by the dispensations of our Heavenly Father, which
are always wise and full of tenderness and loving kindness to
all the children of men, we are called upon to confront and de-
plore the absence of our friend and Brother Newell A. Thomp-
son, who through the unchangeable law of nature has been
translated from this to another and higher sphere ; and whereas
we desire to testify our respect for his memory and our regard
for his many amiable qualities and virtues; therefore

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge in the death of R. W. New-
ell A. Thompson is deprived of an estimable Brother, who for
many years has endcared himself to the membess of the Craft,
and on wham she has conferred some of the highest honors in
her gift ; houors that were always worn worthily and well.

Resolced, That though in parting with this loved Brother and
courteous gentleman, our hearts are filled with sadness, yet we
feel sustained and soothed as we recognize and remember his
noble qualities as a man and true-hearted friend ; his zeal and
attachment to this ancient Institution; and the universal senti-
ment of respect for him entertained by society. We feel cheered
and comforted as we consider and believe, that carth is not
man’s abiding place, and that as the years pass away, we shall,
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one by one, be gathcred to his side and join the illustrious de-
parted of this Grand Body who have gone before.

Resolved, That the family and relatives of our deceased
Brother are remembered in their sorrow, and we tender to them
our kindest sympathies.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WiLLiay W. Bager, -
Commillee.

No further business appearing, the Grand Lodge
was closed in AMPLE ForM at forty-five minutes past
six o’clock, p.M. Prayer was offered by R. W. Rev.
Charles H. Titus, as Grand Chaplain.

A true abstract from the Records,
Attest :

CaarrLes H. Titus,
Recording Grand Secretary,
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Qbstract of Xroceedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

SEPTEMBRR 9, A.L. 8874,

A QuaRTERLY COMMUNICATION OF THE MOST WORSHIP-
“-- yuL. GRAND LopaE or THE COMMONWEALTH OF Mas-
sacHUSETTS was held at the Masonic Temple, in the
city of Boston, on Wednesday, the ninth day of Sep-

tember, A.L. 6874, A.D. 1874.

OFFICERS PRESENT.
M.W. Sereno DwieHT NICKERSON Grand Master.

R.W. PercivaL L. EVERETT . Deputy Grand Master.

R.W. WiLLiaM T. GRAMMER . Senior Grand Warden.
RW.CHARLES G. REED . . . . Junior Grand Warden.

RW. Joaxn MCCLELLAN . . . Grand Treasurer.

RW. Caarres H. Trrus . . Recording Grand Secretary.
R.W. GEORGE P. SANGER . . Corresponding Grand Secretary.
RW. WiLLiaM T. R. MarRvIN . . D.D.G. Master, District No. 1.
RW. CuarLES J. DANFORTH . o ¢ District No. 3.
RW.CHARLES A. WELCH . . . ' ¢ District No. 4.
RW.GeorRGE F.BREED . . . . o ¢ District No. 5.
RW.Josepu S. Howe . . . . o o District No. 6.
RW.HENRY P. PERKINS . . . . “ ¢ District No. 7.
RW.BowpOIN S. PARKER . . . ] ¢ District No. 8.
RW.Danig UptoN . . . . . “ . District No. 9.
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R.W. WiLLIAM J. SAWIN
R.W. GEORGE E. StACY . . .
R.W. GEORGE L. RHOADS

R.W. ABraHANM H. HOWLAND, Jn “ “

R.W. JorN W. ATWOOD .
R.W. JoHN WETHERBEE . . .
W. WiLLiAM H. CHESSMAN .
W.JoBN VIALL . . P
W. ATwELL F. WRIGHT . . .
W. JamEs H. Bouvt

‘W. HENRY A. BROWN, }

‘W. HENRY AUSTIN WHITNEY
W. E. DANA BANCROFT,

W. CEPHAS BRIGHAM, %
W. CHARLES M. AVERY,
Bro. Howarp M. Dow . . .
Bro. BENJAMIN F. NOURSE .

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF

[Sept. 9,

. DD G. Master, District No. 10.

o District No. 12.

o o District No. 13.

District No. 14.

. “ “ District No. 15.

o ¢ District No. 18.

Grand Marshal.

Junior Grand Deacon.
Senior Grand Steward.

. Junior Grand Stewards.

. Grand Sword-Bearer.

. Grand Lecturers.

Grand Organist.
Grand Tyler.

PERMANENT MEMBERS PRESENT.

R.W. WinsLow LEwis . .
R.W. WiLLiAM D. COOLIDGE
R.W. CHARLES C. DAME . .
R.W. WiLLIAM S. GARDNER . .
R.W. ABRAHAM A. DAME
R.W.Rev.E.M. P. WELLS .
R.W. Rev. Lucrus R. PAIGE. .
R.W. G. WASHINGTON WARREN
R.W. HENRY CHICKERING .
R.W. HENrY ENDICOTT

R.W. Isaac H. WRIGHT .
R.W. WyzEMAN MARSHALL
R.W. Ivory H. PoPE . .
RW.ELUAR W.BURR . . .
R.W. Tracy P. CHEEVER

W. HENRY G. FAY .

W. NATHANIEL GREENE .
W. HENRY J. PARKER . . .
Bro. Frank E. JONES .

R.W. ANDREW G, SMITH . . .

Past Grand Master.

(1] " "

. (13 ““ .

. Past Deputy Gmnd Masmr
(1] 6 “ (13

.
(1] (1] [ [

. Past Grand Warden.
13 . (1)
13 . o
‘e [ (13
(43 [1} "
[13 (13 [

" (1] ‘e

of the Committee on Charity.
o 3 [

(13 (3 "

[ [ “*

- of the Committee on Retarns,
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The Grand Lodge was opened in AMPLE ForM at
two o’clock p.M., with prayer by R.W. Rev. Charles
H. Titus, and singing.

The Record of the Quarterly Communication of
June 10, 1874, was approved without reading, the
same having been distributed among the members in
printed form.

The Records of the Special Communications of June
24, 1874, at Springfield, for the purpose of dedicating
the new Masonic Hall of Hampden and Roswell Lee
lodges ; and July 27, 1874, at Somerville, for the
purpose of laying the corner-stone of the First Metho-
dist Episcopal Church in that city, were read and ap-
proved. '

Amendments to the By-Laws of the following Lodges
were presented for approval and referred to the Com-
mittee on By-Laws :

Haxrpex, Springfield. Ionic, Taunton.
CHARLES C. DAME, Georgetown. OCCIDENTAIL, Stockbridge.
Joux CUTLER, Abington. ATtHoL, Athol.

ApeLpHI, South Bosten. GERMANIA, Boston.
Wronme, Melrose. :

Proxies were presented from

hPurmu LopGE, Bridgewater, in favor of W. Bro. Lucius W.
VELL.

WiLpER LoDGE, Leominster, in favor of W. Bro. JoaN H. LOCKEY.

The Brethren were recognized accordingly.
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The completed record of the proceedings of Saint
John’s Lodge, Boston, in the trial of Solon Thornton,
was presented for examination and approval and re-
ferred to the Committee on Trials.

The Grand Secretary submitted the following peti-
tion of the Brethren of Crescent Lodge, U. D., for
Charter, which was referred to the Committee on
Charters.

PETITION FOR CHARTER FOR CRESCENT IODGE.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

We, the undersigned, respectfully represent that our names
were attached to a petition to the Most Worshipful Grand
Master praying that a Dispensation be granted for a new
Lodge to be located in the town of Pittsfield, in the County of
Berkshire, our prayer being answered by the issuing of a Dis-
pensation dated September 12th, 1878.

We now most respectfully petition your Most Worshipful
Body to grant us a Charter of Constitution. If the prayer of
this petition is granted we promise a strict conformity to the
Constitutions, Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge.

Hexry CHICKERING. JonN C. PaRrker.

Georee C. DunmaM. HEeNRY EAsTMAN.

Hzzexiam S. RusseLL. GEORGE VANV ALKENBURG.
Trouuan E. CoLk. CHARLES W. VaN DeMark.
TrEODORE L. ALLEN. WiLuiam M., Prince,
Jarvis N, DuNEAM. Crark F. HaLL.

CHarLEs D, MiLLs, D. C, Munvan,
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The Roll of the Lodges was called by the W. Grand
Marshal, and the following were found to be repre-

sented :

ADELPHI.

AMICABLE.

Axrry.

ATHELSTAN.
BaALBEC.

BeELMONT.

BETHANY.

Beraespa (Brighton).
BLACKSTONE RIVER.
CHARLES A. WELCH.
CHARLES C. DAME.
CrARLES H. TrTUS.
CHICOPEE.
COoLUMBIAN.
CONSTELLATION.
CORINTHIAN.

DELTA.

ELEUSIS.

Essex.

ECrREXA.
FELLOWSHIP.
FRANKLIN.
FRATERNAL.

GATE OF THE TEMPLE.
GERMANIA.
GRECIAN.

HaMsMATT.
HaMPDEN.

HENRY PRICE.

HiraMm.
HyDE PARK.
IoNic (Taunton).
IsAAC PARKER.
JoHN HANCOCK.
JORDAN.
JOSEPH W ARREN.
KILWINNING.
KONOHASSETT.
LAFAYETTE
(Boston Highlands).
LIBERTY.
MERRIMACK.
MONITOR.
MORNING STAR.
MONTACUTE.
Mosaic.
MouNT HOREB
(Woburn).
MoUNT LEBANON.
MoUNT VERNON.
NORTH STAR.
OLD COLONY.
OLIVE BRANCH.
ORIENT.
ORrrHAN'S HOPE.
OXFORD.
PALESTINE.
PauL DEAN.

PAUL REVERE.
PENTUCKET.
PILGRIM.
PLyMouTH.
RABBONI.
RISING STAR.
ROSWELL LEE.
SAGGAHEW.
SAINT ANDREW'S.
SAINT BERNARD.
SAINT JOHN'S (Boston).
SAINT MARTIN'S.
SAINT MATTHEW'S.
SaINT PAUL (Ayer).
SAINT PAUL'S
(South Boston).
SiLoAM.
STAR IN THE EAST.
STAR OF BETHLEHEM.
STARR KING.
TRINITY.
W ASHINGTON.
‘WILDER.
WiLLIAM NORTH.
WiLLIAM PARKMAN.
WILLIAM SUTTON.
WiNsLow LEwIS.
ZETLAND.

The Grand Master read the following circular letter
from the Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana, for
the information of the Brethren; and stated that he
had delayed forwarding the amount voted by the Grand
Lodge at the last Quarterly Communication as there
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was, at that time, no money in the Treasury. Soon
after our last meeting the mayor of New Orleans had
communicated to the mayor of Boston the gratifying
fact that no further contributions would be needed for
the general relief fund. As this letter from the Grand
Master states that no further Masonic donations will
be required, the amount voted has not been forwarded-

GRAND MASTER'S OFFICE,
THE GRAND LLODGE OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA,
FRBE AXD ACCEPTED MABONS,
VERMILLIONVILLE, AUGUST, 1674,
SERENO DWIGHT NICKERSON, EsqQ.

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
F. & A. M. of Massachusetts.

M. W. Bro.:—A few months since, a terrible calamity had
befallen our people ; alarge portion of Louisiana, whose citizens
had been gradually brought to poverty by a continual series of
reverses and afflictions, were now threatened with destruction
by flood and famine : the distress that followed was so appalling
and so general, that our own resources would have been as
nothing to relieve the sufferings of our Brothers in the hour of
danger from hunger and consequent sickness.

The noble benevolence of the Masonic Fraternity, and the
promptitude with which their offerings were laid at once upon
the altar of our common Brotherhood, has relieved the suffer-
ings, and averted the gloomy result that for a time stared us in
the face : that of our Brothers and their families perishing in
the agonies of famine, unless relieved by public charity, which
could not be relied upon with certainty.

Thanks be to God, through our own Brothers, we are now
relieved from any further apprehension—the danger is over-
come—and we are not in need of any further assistance.

Rest assured that the Masons of Louisiana, more especially
those whose necessitics were so quickly relieved from the
bounties that have been extended to us, will ever bear in grate-
ful remembrance the timely assistance and the hearty good
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will and expressions of sympathy and Brotherly love, that ac-
companied the gifts in the hour of our want and distress.

May God in his infinite wisdom and mercy spare you, M. W.
Bro. and yours, from such a fearful trial and heart-rending
affliction.

Most truly and fraternally yours.

M. E. Giraro, Grand Master Louisiana.
ATTEST: '

Jaues C. Barcueror, Grand Secrelary.

The Grand Master stated that it afforded him much
pleasare to announce to the Grand Lodge that since
our last Quarterly Communication the portraits of Past
Grand Masters John Dixwell, John Abbot and Wil-
liam Sewall Gardner had been presented to the Grand
Lodge, and now enriched our Grand Lodge Hall.

That of R. W. John Dixwell, who was Grand Mas-
ter from December 27, 1820, to December 27, 1823,
was presented by his son George B. Dixwell, Esq.

That of R. W. John Abbot, who was Grand Master
from December 27, 1823, to December 27, 1826; and
again from December 27, 1833, to February 11, 1835,
was presented by Brethren of John Abbot Lodge and
others, of Somerville, as set forth in the following let-
ter from W. Bro. John Viall, Junior Grand Deacon:

SOMERVILLE, Sept. 2, 1874,
Sereno Dwight Nickerson, Esq. b

Dear Sir and M. W, BroraEr :—

1 have the pleasure to present through you to the M. W,
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the portrait of our R. W. Past
Grand Master John Ab