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ABSTRACT
or
THE PROCEEDINGS OF

THE

- GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,

* FROX

MARCH 9, 1864, TO DECEMBER 27, 1864.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, MarcE 9, A. L. 5864.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts, was held at Freemasons’ Hall, in Boston, on Wednesday,
March 9, A. L. 5864.

PRESENT.

M. W. WoLiaM PaRkMaN, G. Master.
R. W. Charles C. Dame, D. G. M.
‘¢  William S. Gardner, S. G. W.
*  Benjamin Dean, J. G. W.
¢ John McClellan, G. Treasurer.
¢ Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.

‘W. Rev. William R. Alger, .
" Rev. William S, Studley, zG- Chaplains.

¢ ' William D. Stratton, G. Marshal.
¢ Samuel P. Oliver, S. G. D.
¢ Henry Mulliken, J. G. D.

¢  W.W. Wheildon,
*  Lovell Bicknell, %G. Stewards.

*¢ F.J. Foss, G. Pursuivant.
¢« E. D. Bancroft,
« J.K. 'H‘Wll'd. § G. Lecturers.
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DIBTRICT DEPUTIES.

R. W. Sereno D. Nickerson, District No, 1.
¢ William Sutton, ¢  No. 2.
¢ William F. Salmon, ¢ No. 8.
¢« J.P. Lovell, ¢«  No. 4.
¢  Rev.J.W. Dadmun, ¢ No. 6.
‘“ Rev. R. 8. Pope,  No. 8.
¢ Henry Chickering, ¢« No. 9.
¢  Newell A. Thompson, ¢ No. 12.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form at quarter past two
o'clock. Prayer by Rev. Bro. Alger.

The following Proxies were recognized :—Bro. Albert E. Fofth, for
Hampden Lodge ; Bro. Joseph Blankership, for Marion Lodge ; Bro.
David Blaney, for Philanthropic Lodge; Bro. B. G. Phillips, for Pil-
grim Lodge.

The Dispensation, Records, &c., were returned, and Petitions for
Charters presented by the following Lodges, viz:—Mount Olivet
Lodge, Cambridge; Pioneer, Somerset, and Blue Hill, Canton. All
of which were referred to R. W. Bros. Gardner, Coolidge and Thomp-
son, who subsequently submitted the following Report, which was
adopted :—

In Grand Lodge, March 9, 1864.

The Committee to whom were referred the Petitions of certain
Brethren praying to be constituted by Charters into Rogular Lodges
as follows :—At Cambridge, by the name of Mount Olivet Lodge ; at
Canton, by the name of Blue Hill Lodge, and at Somerset, by the
name of Pioneer Lodge, respectfully

REPORT:

That they have examined the Dispensations, By-Laws, Returns,
Records, and Registers, presented for the approval of the Grand
Lodge.

Your Committee find that the Records and By-Laws of Mount Oli-

vet Lodge are in all respects such as are required by the Grand Lodge,
and in conformity with the constitutional requirements, and they there-

fore recommend that a Charter be granted as prayed for by the Peti-
tioners.
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. The Records of Pioneer Lodge appear to have been carefully and
correctly kept, and with few exceptions, the By-Laws are conforma-
ble to Grand Lodge requirements. With such amendments as your
Committee have made to the By-Laws, your Committee would re-
commend that a Charter be granted the Petitioners.

Your Committee have examined the By-Laws of Blue Hill Lodge,
and find them to be in accordance with the Constitutional regula-
tions, except in those parts where your Committee have made
amendments.

The Records appear to have been neatly and carefully kept, ex-
cept in one particular. The only Record of the organization of the
Lodge appears to be this—*¢ Blue Hill Lodge met at Masonic Hall,
&c., and was opened in the third degree in form, W. M. Johnson
Everett in the chair. Records of last meeting read and approved.”

It has been an immemorial usage among Masons, to record the
names of all Brethren filling the different stations and offices, at meet~
ings of their Lodges. If a regular officer is absent, his place is filled
by appointment, and the records show the fact, and by the letters p. t.
(pro tempore,) indicate that he occupies the office temporarily.

Your Committee believe that this usage and custom exist in all
Masonic assemblies and organizations. To say nothing of other good
reasons for carefully continuing this custom, it is the only way in
which the proper officers who are appointed to examine and visit the
Lodges officially, can ascertain whether a legal number of Masons
was present to constitute a Lodge. The fact that this usage has ex-
isted without any change so long, is sufficient reason for us to con-
tinue it.

Formerly, and until within a very few years, it was the universal
custom to place upon the record the names of every member and visi-
tor present, and this custom still prevails in many of the Lodges in
this jurisdiction,

The temptation is strong for recording officers to neglect their duty
in this regard, but your Committee believe that no proper record ofa
Masonic Lodge can be made without it contains the full organization,
and the names of the Brethren occupying the various stations.

Our records are not similar in any respects to the minutes of pro-
ceedings of debating clubs, or of the ordinary meetings of citizens.

The various Lodges cannot do better than to take the example set
by the records of the proceedings of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge, as found in the printed volume sent to them yearly. If they
follow the form there presented, they cannot materially err in this

respect.




Without any further comment upon what your Committee believe
to be an isolated case, and by no means even a precedent to author-
ize a custom, they recommend that a Charter be granted the Brethren
in conformity with their Petition, after making such changes in their
By-Laws as have been indicated.

Respectfully submitted,
WM. 8. GARDNER,
N. A. THOMPSON, % Comumillee.
WM. D. COOLIDGE,

R. W. Brother Chickering called the attention of the Grand Lodge
to certain changes said to have been made in the Lectures. Where-
upon it was

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to inquire whether any,
and if any, what changes have been made in the Work and Lectures
a8 approved by this Grand Lodge in 1862.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master then appointed the following
Brethren to constitute the above Committee, viz :—C. C. Dame, Gard-
ner, Coolidge, Oliver and McClellan.

It was also

Voled, That the Grand Lecturers be requested to continue to teach
the Work and Lectures as approved in 1862, until the above Commit-
tee make their report.

Bro. Lawrence offered the following resolution, which was read and
referred to Bros. Lawrence, Salmon, Bradford, Coolidge and Nicker-
son, to wit :—

Repolved, That Section 1st of Article 5th, of the Grand Lodge
Constitutions, be amended by the addition of the words ¢ of a subor-
dinate Lodge of this jurisdiction,” after the words ‘‘ Past Master.”

There being no further business the Grand Lodge was closed at

half-past four o’clock.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Juxe 8, A. L. 5864.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts was held at Freemasons’ Hall, No. 10 Summer street, Boston,
on Wednesday, June 8, A. L. 5864.

PRESENT.

M. W. Wiuiam Parxman, G. Master.

¢ Charles C. Dame, D. G. M.

“  William S. Gardner, 8.G. W.

¢  Benjamin Dean, J. G. W.

%  John McClellan, G. Treasurer.

¢  Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
¢ Charles L. Woodbury, C. G, Secretary,
W. Rev. William D. Studley, G. Chaplain,
%  William D. Stratton, G. Marshal.

% Samuel P. Oliver, S. G. D.

¢  Henry Mulliken, J. G. D,

“ H Tabor,

BT s Winship, § G. Stewards.
¢« F.J. Foss, .

“«  Henry L. Dalton. iG- Pursuivants,
% E. D. Bancroft, G. Lecturer.

DISTRICT DBPUTIES.

R. W. William Sutton, District No. 2.
¢  William F. Salmon, ¢ No. 8.
¢ John P. Lovell, %  No. 5.
“  Rev. R. 8. Pope, “ No. 8.
¢  Solon Thornton, ¢ No. 11,
¢  Newell A. Thompson, ¢  No. 12.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form at quarter past two
o'clock, with prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master gave a brief history of the de-
struction of the Winthrop House and Freemasons’ Hall by fire, on the
morning of the 6th of April, and welcomed the Brethren to the new
apartments which bad been provided for their accommodation, until

, such time as a new edifice could be erected.
The Committee on the Lectures, and also the Committee on amend-

.
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ment of the Constitutions, Part 1st, Article 5th, Section 1st, were
granted further time at their own request. :

The Returns, Record, Dispensation, &c., of Eden Lodge, were
presented and referred to Bros. Gardner, Thompson and Andrew
Smith, who subsequently submitted the following Report, which was
adopted :—

In Grand Lodge, June 8, 1864.
Tothe M. W. Grand Lodge—

The Special Committee to whom was referred the Petition of Eden
Lodge, at Ware, now under Dispensation, for a Charter or Warrant,
respectfully

REPORT,

That they bave carefully examined the Records, Returns, and By-
Laws of said Lodge, which have been submitted to them, and that
they find them to be substantially in accordance with the provisions
of the Grand Lodge. By Section 2d, of Article 2d, of the By-Laws,
it is provided that' certain ‘‘ Officers-shall be appointed by the W.
Master, with the consent of the Wardens. Your Committee believe
that the inherent appointing power exists in the Master of the Lodge,
and that the power of appointment should not lie in the Wardens,

" which is the effect of the above provision. They therefore advise
that this provision be stricker? out, and that the Master of the Lodge
should have the absolute power of appointing such officers as he may
deem proper to fill the places not elective.

Your Committee find that this Lodge bas provided in its By-Laws
for a clear ballot as a prerequisite to advancement from one degree to
another, and that the ballot if not clear may be continued from time to
time at the discretion of the Lodge. These provisions your Commit-
tee believe to be contrary to the provisions of Masonic Law—that but
one ballot is necessary for a candidate to receive the three degrees,
and that if a Lodge receives new information concerning the candi-
date relative to his past life, or his conduct since his reception, that
this new knowledge must be presented to] the Lodge, and that either
the Lodge by its action, as such, or the Worshipful Master on his own
motion, may then refuse to proceed further with the candidate. Your
Comnmittee also believe that a ballot once commenced must be conclu-
ded at the same meeting, without the intervention of other busineas.

" The proposed By-Laws also provide that ¢ in.the absence of the
Worshipful Master, the next highest officer present, shall preside.”

AL e e

B W o e
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This is also contrary to Masonic Law, inasmuch as the Steward might
be called upon to preside over the deliberations of the Lodge.

Your Committee advise that the changes in the By-Laws be made.
They find the Record correctly kept and would advise that a Charter
be granted according to the request of the Petitioners. .

On the twenty-first of iast May a disastrous fire destroyed much of
the property of this new Lodge, but they were fortunate in saving
their jewels, records, Dispensation and some of their furniture. Hav-
ing passed through the fire of tribulation they hope for a bright future,
which your Committee believe is vouchsafed to them.

Respectfully submitted,
WM. S. GARDNER,
‘N. A. THOMPSON, § Commillee.
A. G. SMITH,

The By-Laws of St. Paul's Lodge, South Boston, were referred to
Bros. Robbins, Pope and Oliver, for examination, with instructions to
make their report to the Grand Master.

The proceedings of Winslow Lewis Lodge, expelling Epwin C.
BarLey of Boston, from all the rights and privileges of Freemasonry,
¢ for conducting himself in a manner unbecoming and unworthy of a
Mason, and in violation of his Masonic obligations,” together with a
communication from the accused, were presented and referred to Bros,
G. W. Warren, Coolidge, R, B. Hall, Thornton, and Abbott. And this
Committee haviag attended to the duty of their appointment, offered
the following Report, which was adopted by a vote of eighty-three in
the affirmative to six in the negative :—

The special Committee of the Most Worshipfol Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, to whom were referred the proceedings of Winslow
Lewis Lodge, in the matter of trial of Edwin C. Bailey, and his ex-
pulsion from the rights and privileges of Freemasonry, upon the
®harges and specifications made against him, have attended to the du-
ty assigned them, and beg leave to

REPORT:

That they. find that the proceedings of Winslow Lewis Lodge in the
trial of the charges against Edwin C. Bailey have been strictly in ac-
cordance with the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, and therefore

2
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they recommend that the doings of t.he said Lodge in the premises be
approved and confirmed.
GEORGE WASHINGTON WARREN,
WM. D. COOLIDGE,
R. B. HALL,
SOLON THORNTON,
JOHN F. ABBOTT.

The proceedings of Mt. Tom Lodge in the case of Charles W. Par-
sons, were presented and referred to Bros. H. W. Warren, Thomas
and Wells, who subsequently offered the following report;, which was
unanimously adopted :

Boston, June 8, A. L., 5864.

The special Committee to whom were referred the report of pro-
ceedings of Mt. Tom Lodge, of Holyoke, in the case of Bro. Charles
W. Parsons, of that Lodge, charged with habitual drunkenness and
dishonesty, have attended to that duty and beg leave to

REPORT:

That they have carefully examined the proceedings of Mount Tom
Lodge, as transmitted to this Grand Lodge, that they find those pro-
ceedings to have been regularly and properly conducted, and the
charge of habitual drunkenness to be fully sustained.

Your Committee therefore recommend that the proceedings of Mt.
Tom Lodge of Holyoke be confirmed, and that Bro. Charles W. Par-
sons be suspended from Masonry for one year from April 22d, A. L.

5864.
H. W. WARREN, for the Commiitee.

At this stage of the proceedings the Grand Lodge took a recess for
the purpose of allowing the Brethren present to examine several plans
for a proposed Masonic structure, to be erected on the estate lately
occupied by the Winthrop House. After which the Grand Lodge was
c.alled to order, when the R. W. Bro. Dean offered the following Res-
olution, which was adopted, with one dissenting vote :—

Resolved, That the Directors of the Corporation are hereby author-
ized to cause a suitable Masonic Temple to be erected on the corner
of Tremont and Boylston streets in Boston, upon the site of Freema-
sons’ Hall, recently destroyed by fire, and to raise all necessary funds
by mortgages of the premises or otherwise, and to purchase any ad-
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ditional land adjoining the said lot that may be necessary for the con-
venient location of the Temple, at the sight now owned by the Grand

Lodge.

R. W. Bro. Gardner offered the following Resolution, which was
adopted, viz :—

Resolved, That an additional section be added to Article 3, Part 4,
which will provide that no Lodge in this jurisdiction shall corfer the
Entered Apprentice degree upon more than five candidates at one ses-
sion of the Lodge.

Referred to R. W. Bro. Gardner, and W. Bros. H. W. Warren,
Stearns, Muzzey, and Smith.

There being no further business the Grand Lodge was closed in ample
form at half-past five o’clock, with prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

‘QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Sker. 14, A. L. 5864,
A Quarterly Meeting of the M. W. Grand Lodge was held at Free-
masons' Hall, Summer -street, on Wednesday, September 14, A. L.

5864.
PRESENT.

M. W. WiLLian ParxMax, G. Master.

¢ Charles C. Dame, D. G. M.

¢  William S. Gardner, S.G. W.

#  Benjamin Dean,J. G. W.

¢ John McClellan, G. Treasurer.

¢ Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary

¢ Charles L. Woodbury, C. G. Secretary,
W. Rev. William S. Studley, G. Chaplain.
#  William D. Stratton, G. Marshal.

¢  Samuel P.Oliver, 8. G. D,

¢  W.W. Wheildon, .

¢ Lovell Bicknell, - G. Stewards.
¢ F. Lyman Winship,

¢« F.J.Foss, G. Pursuivant.

#  E. D. Bancroft, G. Lecturer.
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DISTRICT DEPUTIES.,

R. W, Sereno D. Nickerson, District No, 1.
© ¢ William Sutton, ’ “ No. 2
¢ William F. Salmon, ¢« No. 8.
¢ H. C. Skinner, ¢ No. 4.
¢ John P. Lovell, % No. 5.
¢  Rev.J. W. Dadmun, ¢ No. 6
% James M. Cook, * No. 7.
“  Rev. R. 8. Pope, « No. 8.
*  Henry Chickering, ¢ No. 9.
¢«  Solon Thornton, : “ No. 11,

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form at half-past two o'clock,
P. M. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

W. Br. Wm. W. Wheildon was recognized as Proxy for Bethesda
Lodge, Valparaiso. '

The proceedings of Jerusalem Lodge, Northampton, in the case of
J. M. Allison, and Bethesda Lodge, Valparaiso, in the case of E. J.
Harley, were presented and referred to Bros. Dean, Muzzey, and
Davis.

The Committee in the first case submitted the following Report,
which was adopted :—

REPORT.
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Masons of Massachuselts.

Report of the Committee to whom were referred the proc8edings of
Jerusalem Lodge of Northampton, regarding the suspension and ex-
pulsion of Bro. John W. Allison.

In this case, though the record is not full so far as relates to the no-
tice given to Bro. Allison. and in some other respects, he was repre-
sented by counsel who acquiesced in and assented to the proceedings,
which possibly would cure any mere informalities of the doings of the
Lodge, so far as relates to the suspension.

It appears, however, thatafter the verdict of guilty, and suspension,
and at a subsequent meeting of the Lodge, without any notice to the
convicted Brother, the vote of suspension was reconsidered and the pun-
ishment was changed from suspension to expulsion. The proceedings
were fully concluded by the decree of suspension. The subsequent
action of the Lodge was illegal and inoperative.



13

We are however of opinion that after the sentence of suspension of
Bro. John W. Allison from the rights and privileges of Freemasonry
was reconsidered, it would be irregular to confirm it here, and that the
subsequent decree of Jerusalem Lodge expelling said Brother from
said rights and privileges were inoperative and void. We therefore re-
commend that the whole matter be recommitted to Jerusalem Lodge
for further action.

BENJ. DEAN,
HENRY W. MUZZEY, g Commiies.
WM. F. DAVIS,

In the case of E. J. Harley the same Committee offered the follow-

ing Report, which was adopted :
REPORT.
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Masons of Mussachusetts.

Report of the Committee upon the proceedings of Bethesda Lodge
of Valparaiso, expelling Bro. E. J. Harley from the rights and privi-
leges of Freemasonry :

The Committee find said proceedings to have been conducted in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge,
and report that, the action of said Lodge ought to be confirmed.

BENJ. DEAN,
HENRY W. MUZZEY, ; Commillee.
WM. F. DAVIS,

The records of Amity Lodge, of Danvers, and of Hayden Lodge,
Brookfield, which have been working the past year under Dispensations,
togethergyith their petitions for Charters, were presented and referred
to Bros. Gardner, Lewis, and Coolidge, and this Committee subse-
quently offered the following report, which was adopted :—

In Grand Lodge, Sept. 14, 5864,
The Committee to whom was referred the petition of sundry Brethren
at Danvers, asking for a Charter authorizing them to open a Lodge at
Danvers, Mass., by the name of Amity Lodge, and also the petition of
certain Brethren at Brookfield, Mass., praying to be Chartered by
the name of Hayden Lodge, respectfully

REPORT:

That they have examined the records of the petitioners while under
Dispensation, and the By-Laws which they offer for approval. Each
of these Dispensation Lodges appear to bave done considerable work,
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during their probationary year, and to have tonducted themselves ac-
cording to Masonic requirements and sage.

The By-Laws have been amended in some particulars by your Com-
mittee, and some provisions have been stricken out. That part in the
By-Laws of Hayden Lodge, relating to the previous question was con-
sidered altogether out of place in the rules for the government of a
Lodge of Masons. All Masonic authorities unite in declaring this mo-
tion to be in conflict with the power and authority of the Worshipful
Master. The conduct of discussion in the Lodge is entirely in his
hands, and he can stop debate or continue it at his pleasure.

The records of Amity Lodge show that the Secretary has omitted to
record the full names of Brethren, styling them simply Brother Wash-
ington, for instance. This is apparently a trivial matter, but whatap-
pears unessential now, in the progress of time will be of the utmost
importance. It makes the record imcomplete, and renders uncertain,
that which the Secretary has the power to make certain.

Your Committee recommend that Charters be granted to the peti-
tioners, and that the By-Laws presented be approved, subject to the
changes they have made.

Respectfully submitted, WM. S. GARDNER,
WINSLOW LEWIS,
WM. D. COOLIDGE.

The Committee on the question of what constitutes a Past Master,
in the meaning of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, had further

time granted them.
R. W. Brother Gardner offered the following Report and, Resolu-
tion :—
In Grand Lodge, Sepl. 14, 5864.

The Committee to whom was referred the resolution, ¢ That an ad-
ditional section be added to Article 3, Part 4, of the Constitutions of
the Grand Lodge,” which will provide that no Lodge in this jurisdic-
tion shall confer the Entered Apprentice degree upon more than five
candidates at one session of the Lodge, respectfully

REPORT:.

From apprehension among the Brethren that some of the Lodges
were making Masons with too much haste and with too little regard to
the solemn deliberations which are deemed important and necessary
upon such occasions, the proposed amendment to the Constitutions was
offered at the last Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, and
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referred to your Committee for consideration. From examination of
the old Masonic regulations and Constitutions it is evident that the
amendment if adopted will be simply the restoration of a regulation
which, although unwritten in the Grand Lodge Constitutions, is still in
force, and binding upon every Mason so far as the same shall have
come to his knowledge as one of the ancient Masonic usages with which
he has solemnly promised strictly to comply.

In the Anderson Constitutions published in 1723, (fac-simile, re-
print 1855,) Article 4 of the General Regulations, is this provision : —

“No Lodge shall make more than five new Brothers at one time,
nor any man under the age of Twenty-five, who must be also his own
Master; unless by a Dispensation from the Grand Muster or his
Deputy.”

In a copy of the *¢ Constitutions " revised by John Entick and print-
ed at London in 1756, on page 309, is the following Article :—

*¢ No Lodge shall make more than five new Brothers at one and the
same time, without an urgent necessity ; nor any man under the age of
Twenty-five years, (who must be also his own Master) unless by a Dis-
pensation from the Grand Master."—Old Reg. Oct. 4.

The Constitutions compiled by Rev. T. H. Harris, 8 member of this
Grand Lodge, published at Worcester, Mass., in 1798, and approved
*¢ in all its parts by a Committee of this Grand Lodge, of which Past
Grand Masters, John Cutler, Paul Revere, and Isaiah Thomas, were
members, provides in Section 10, as follows :—

*“No Lodge shall make more than Five new Brethren at one time,
unless from Dispensation from the Grand Master, or Deputy in his ab-
sence.” *

At the Quarterly Communication of this Grand Lodge, March 1843,
an order was introduced *¢ That it shall not be regular for any Lodge to
give more than one degree to the same individual on the same day, nor
at a less interval than one month from his receiving a previous degree,
unless a Dispensation having been obtained therefor,” and referred to a
Comnmittee of which Grand Master Augustus Peabody was chairman.

This Committee reported at the next June Communication, and the
following extracts are taken from the Report :—

*¢ They find that on the junction of the two Grand Lodges of Eng-
land, the Grand Lodge of all England at York, and the Grand Lodge
at London, which was effected in 1813, the Constitutions of the Order
were revised and collated with careful and laborious investigation, with
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a view to ascertain, present, and preserve the true, ancient laws and
usages ; for several years the investigation was prosecuted by experi-
enced and able men, and in 1827 the work was completed, approved
and published. It is now the Constitution of the United Grand Lodge
of England. In that work is the following provision :—

‘¢ No Lodge shall on any pretence make more than five new Brethren
in one day, unless by Dispensation, nor shall a Lodge be permitted to
give more than one degree to a Brother on the same day, nor shall a
higher degree in Masonry be conferred on a Brother at a less interval
than one month, from his receiving a previous degree, nor until he has
passed an examination in open Lodge, in that degree;” and in a note
it is stated that ‘‘no Dispensation shall be granted to suspend the
operation of this law.” The same provision is afterwards twice re-
peated in substance in the same work; the early published books of
Constitutions contain similar provisions.

¢ In an edition of the 4himan Rezon, published dufing the last centu-
ry, in speaking of the reception of men of rank and science into the In-
stitution, the rule is stated, that they are equally subjected to all the
chargestand regulations, and must be governed by the general rule.”

¢¢ No Lodge shall make more than five new Brethren at one time, un-
less by Dispensation, nor shall any be made or admitted a member of a
Lodge, without being proposed one month,” &c.

1t is entirely clear and plain that our Brethren in England do think,
and in earlier times have thought, that this provision is in conformity
both with ancient usage and the spirit of the work.

At a meeting of the Committee of Conference, consisting of three
members of each of the Boston Lodges, held on the 29th of June last,
it was unanimously resolved, among other things, ** That it is expedi-
ent to revive the old Masonic Law, limiting the number of candidates
upon whom degrees may be conferred at one session. And we respect-
fully ask the consideration of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, as well as that of the several subordinate Lodges, to
this point.”

The Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England and Canada still
provide ** That no Lodge shall, on any pretence, make more than five
new Brothers in one day, unless by Dispensation, which shall specify the
total number to be initiated.” A similar provision is found in the Con-
stitutions of the Grand Lodges of New York, Pennsylvania, New Jer-
sey, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, District of
Columbia, California, Oregon and Minnesota. )

In the Grand Lodge of Maine in May last, it was Resolved, ‘¢ That
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hereafter that no Lodge shall permit more than one candidate to be
present at a time in the first section of either degree, and no Lodge
shall confer more than five degrees at the same communication of
this Lodge, or hold more than one communication upon the same day.”

Your Committee therefore believe that the proposed amendment is
not a change in the Masonic usage, but is simply restoring the Consti-
tutions, rules and regulations which have been recognized as such from
the earliest days of written Masonic Constitutions. Whether it was
omitted from our Constitutions by accident or whether it was considered
a rule so well known that it was unnecessary to be written, your Commit-
tee are ignorant. Certain it is, that in the great Masonic revival which
pervades our institution this wise regulation has been repeatedly disre-
garded and set at nought. The fact that our Constitution is silent upon
this point is pleaded in extenuation of this practice, and the ground is
taken that the Constitution is so full and explicit, that there are no cases
of Masonic usage and practice which are not provided for in this ex-
cellent instrument, hence the necessity for the amendment.

There is one other subject which is germain to the question now un-
der consideration by your Committee, but which was not in exact lan-
guage referred to them, and that is the matter contained in the first
clause of the resolution adopted by the Grand Lodge of Maine, above
quoted, viz :—** That no Lodge shall permit more than one candidate
to be present at a time in the first section of either degree.”

In this jurisdiction it has not been common to covenant more than
one person at the same time in the first degree. Nevertheless it has
been done in bome Lodges, and the excuse hasbeen given that it was
practised in Boston. Your Committee believe however it has only been
done in isolated cases, and that the rule is as above stated. TUpon the
second degre& a different course has been adopted, and numerous can-
didates have received this degree together. Indeed it is customary to
covenant at the same time as many as can be conveniently handled,
provided there is occasion forit. The first section of the third degree
it has also been usual to confer upon two or more.

The ancient rule and custom was to covenant but one person at a
time in any degree, and the absence of any rule in relation to it in the
old Constitutions and regulations is convincing that the practice was so
universal in one direction, that it never was found necessary to establish
any rule concerning it. This subject has attracted the attention of
some of the Grand Lodges.

In 1854 the Grand Lodge of Conmnecticut forbade its subordinate

PR .. --8 . . . ’
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Lodges, to initiate, pass or raise, more than one candidate at the same
time.

_ The same rule has been established by the Grand Lodges of Virginia,
Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan, and several others.

There is no doubt that the correct practice is to confine the covenant-~
ing of candidates to one only. Wherever this is disregarded it is a de-
parture from the ancient landmarks of the Order, and a violation of
‘¢ Ancient Masonic Usage.” It can never be done without destroying
the impressiveness of the occasion and deleteriously affecting each one
of the candidates. )

Your Committee in behalf of the Grand Lodge would earnestly en-
treat the subordinate Lodges not to disregard this ancient Masonic
usage, but to exert themselves to bring back the old well approved cus-
* tom. But it is not entirely discretionary with the Lodges. The first
section of the first degree, and in the second section of the third de-
gree, there is no authority for introducing more than one candidate ata
time, and it can never be done in good faith unless through ignorance.
For the sake therefore of better informing the officers and Brethren of
the subordinate Lodges, your Committee recommend that a provision
be inserted in the Grand Constitutions which shall make this rule a
Constitutional regulation. They do not believe it would now be ex-
pedient to amend the Constitutions so that not more than one person
can be covenanted at the same time in either of the degrees, for the
reason that in the second degree it has been universally the custom so
to do, but your Committee hope that the Brethren, may see the neces-
sity of changing this pgactice, and of establishing a custom which shall
be binding and effective, that in no case shall more than one person be
present as a candidate in the first section of either degree.

Your Committee recommend the passage of the accompanying reso-
lution :— :

Respectfully submitted,
WM. S. GARDNER,
HENRY W. WARREN,

HENRY W. MUZZEY, ([ Commillee.
ANDREW G. SMIIH,

In Grand Lodge, Sept. 14, 1864.
Resolved, That there be added to Article IT1., Part IV., of the Con-

stitutions of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the following section :

Section 10. ¢ No Lodge shall hold more than one communication
upon the same day, nor confer more than five degrees at one communi-
cation. No Lodge shall permit more than one candidate to be present

~
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at the same time, in the first section of the first degree ; nor in the sec-
ond section of the third degree.”

After debate the last Resolution was amended to read as follows :—

‘“ No Lodge shall hold more than one communication on the same
day, nor confer cither of the thres degrees upon morethan FIVE candidalcs
at one communication. No Lodge shall permit more than one candidate
to be present at the same time, in the first section of the first degree,
nor in the second section of the third degree.”

The Report and Resolution, as amended, were adopted.

R. W. Bro. Dean offered the following votes, which were unani-
mously adopted :—

Foled, That this Grand Lodge elect to hold the Estate described ina
certain deed of Mortgage from the Grand Lodge to E. A. Raymond and
others, Trustees, bearing date the twenty-fourth day of March, A. D.
1859, and recorded with Suffolk Deeds, Lib. 758, fol. 287, in fee sim-
ple, and free and relieved from said mortgage, and hereby require the
Trustees holding under the mortgage to discharge said mortgage and
the bond secured thereby, and convey their estate, under, and by vir-
tue thereof, to the Grand Lodge.

Voted, That the Directors of this Grand Lodge are hereby author”
ized in their discretion after they shall have by mortgage or otherwise,
obtained upon the security of the Real Estate of this Grand Lodge, .
whatever funds may be necessary to erect a Masonic Temple, to give
a note to the Trustees of the Grand Charity Fund for the preservation
of the Fund.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master announced the death of R. W.
John B. Hammatt, a Past Deputy Grand Master of this Grand Lodge,
at the advanced age of 86 years. He stated that the deceased was in-
itiated in Columbian Lodge, in Boston, in the year 1800, and had sus-
tained nearly every office in Masonry, in all its various branches and
grades. For more than sixty years he had been an active, zealous and
faithful Brother.

At the conclusion of the remarks of the Grand Master, he appointed
a Committee on Resolutions, who subsequently offered the following
Report, which was unanimously adopted, the Brethren all rising :—

In Grand Lodge, Sept. 14, 1864.
Whereas it has pleased the Supreme Architect of the Universe to re-
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move, as we trustto a better world, our late Brother R. W. John B.
Hammatt,

Resolved, That in his death one of the brightest lights in the Ma-
sonic horizon has been extinguished ; that one of the most devoted
friends of the Order has been called from among us.

Resolved, That his work has been well done, and that few, if any, in
the community have done more to sustain and elevate the character of
the Institution of Freemasonry, whether we refer to his Masonic efforts,
or to the maintenance of that spotless character as a man, which ever
sheds its lustre upon all associations with which its possessor is con-
nected. .
Resolved, That in calling to niind the virtues of our departed Broth-
er, and his accomplishments as a Mason, which endeared him ta many
- friends, and exalted him to the highest honors, we lament that on this
occasion so little justice can be done to his memory. For his fidelity
to the Order—his punctuality and attention in the path of duty—his
unassuming deportment—his courteous and cordial address—his spot-
less integrity in business—and we have reason to believe his unfeigned
moekness during a protracted Masonic career of above sixty years,
deserve more than a brief resolution on such a life. But his character
is written down in our memory., Weknew him as among the foremost
defenders of our Institution in the dark days of persecution; he has

" since been with us in our meridian prosperity, and to whom can we
compare this noble and exemplary Mason with more fitness than to one
of those Sucred Three whose memorial stands in our memory among the
most beautiful emblems of Masonry.

Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the relations and family
connections of our late deceased Brother, and that we tender to them
the assurance of our participation in their sorrow.

Risolved, That these resolutions be entered upon the records of
the Grand l.odge, and that an attested copy thereof be sent to the fam-
ily of our deceased Brother.

ABRAHAM H. DANA,
JOHN R. BRADFORD,
JOHN H: SHEPPARD.

The Grand Master also announced the death of W orshipful Brother
Col. P. Stearns Davis, Master of Putnam Army Lodge, No. 8, who
was killed in front of Petersburg on the 12th of July, 1864, and ap-
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pointed as a Committee on Resolutions, Bros. Baker, Ames, and H.

W. Warren, who ;ubsequenﬂy offered the following Resolutions, which
were unanimously adopted :—

It bas pleased Almighty God, in his wise but inscrutable Providence
to remove by death from family and friends, from this Institution he so
much loved and from his conntry in whose defence he so gallantly
died, our beloved friend and Brother, W. Prentice Stearns Davis,
formerly a member of this Grand Lodge, who was killed on the 12th of
July in front of Petersburg, while in command of his regiment, and
whereas a visitation so sudden and severe haa filled our hearts, there-
fore,

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Davis we mourn the loss of an
estimable man; a good citizen; an accomplished Mason, and tried
friend; and in the sacred domestic relations, a true and affectionate
father, husband and Brother.

Resolyed, That we recall with inelancholy pleasure that death will
but serve to intensify those characteristic virtues and distinctive quali-
ties which graced our Brother and caused the tidings of his death to
carry general gloom through the community. We reverence his no-
ble and unselfish mind and character, his inflexibility of purpose,
prompt to originate and thorough to accomplish; his lofty patriotism
and sense of duty that led him at the call of his country to leave a young
and tender family to brave the perils of a fierce and bloody war, and
finally that retiring and medest disposition and deportment which with-
held him from seeking preference and preferment, leaving it to others
to draw him forth for promotion and advancement rather than seem
to exalt himself.

R 30’ved, That in the death of Bro. Davis, the Institution is depriv-
ed of the society and services of one who has done much by his influ- .
ence and example to raise the standard of our Order, who loved it for
what it had done for him, and what in his opinion it is capable of doing
for others, and who believed too that the truths and lessons taught at
the Masonic altar would make one a better man and better citizen, and
what was more desirable, would meet the constant approval of his own
conscience.

Resolved, That our sympathies are with the widow and orphans in
this their affliction, and while directing their thoughts and our own for
consolation to a higher than earthly source, we with them find comfort
in the pleasant remembrances of our Brother—his affectionate heart
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and generous nature, his active and useful life, his noble and heroic
death,

All of which is respectfully submitted.
WM. W. BAKER,

P. ADAMS AMES, gComm'llee.
HENRY W. WARREN,

The Grand Master likewise announced the death of R. W, Brother
Edw. A. Raymond, a Past Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, and
appointed R. W. Bros. Randall, Coolidge and Sheppard, a Committee
on Resolutions, and thi®®Committee aubsequently offered the following,
which were unanimously adopted :—

The Committee appointed to present Resolutions on the deatlhi of the
late R. W. Edw. A. Raymond, present the following

REPORT:

It having pleased the All-wise Ruler of the Universe, to remove from
the labors of earth, our late R. W. Bro. Edw. A. Raymond,

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge has heard with profound sorrow,
the announcement of the sudden death of the R. V. Edw. A. Raymond,
who for many years has been a permanent member of this Body—and
who for the Constitutional term of three successive yem. presided over
its deliberations, as its M. W. G. Master.

Resolved, That in the faithful discharge of his dutles a3 S.G. War-
den, and as Grand Master, for nearly a quarter of a century, as a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Masonic Temple, he has richly earn-
ed a title to the grateful remembrance of his Brethren.

Resolved, That his unfaltering fidelity during his long Masonic life,
of almost half a century, to the cause of Freemasonry, and his manly
defence of its principles during the dark days of antimasonic perse-
cution, will enshrine his name among the loyal and the true, whom the
Craft, in coming generations, will ever delight to honor.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathise with the afflicted family of our
lamented Brother, and while with them, we bow submissively to the
Divine decree which has bereaved them and us—we receive the admo-
nition, with the hope of that blessed resurrection, when the mortal
shall put on immortality.
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Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transcribed by the Sec-
retary and farnished to the family of our late Brother.

GEORGE M. RANDALL,
WM. D. COOLIDGE,
JOHN H. SHEPPARD.
There being no further business the Grand Lodge was closed in am-
ple form at half-past five o’clock.



LAYING THE CORNER STONE
oy

THE NEW. MASONIC TEMPLE,

OCTOBER 14, 1864.

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.

A Special Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, was held at Freemasons' Hall, in Boston, on Friday, Octo-
ber 14, A. L. 5864, for the purpose of laying the CORNER-STONE
of a new Masonic Temple, on the corner of Tremont and Boylston
Streets, in Boston.

PRESENT. :
[The officers and members of the Grand Lodge as given elsewhere.]

The Grand Lodge was opened in Ample Form, at 10 o'clock, A.
M., by the M. W. William Parkman ; prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

The Grand Marshal reported at 11 o’clock, that the procession was
formed and ready to move.

The M. W. Grand Lodge was escorted to Boston Common by Cal-
vary Encampment of Knights Templars; this body having been ten-
dered the Grand Master, as a Guard of Honor for the occasion.

The Escort was composed of the Grand Encampment of Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island and its Subordinates, and was a brilliant por-
tion of the procession. The Grand Encampment was in full array as
a complete military organization, and numbered 755. The column
marched in the following order:—
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Band of the 11th U. S. Infantry.
. Sir WiLLIAM S. GARDNER, Grand Master.
. Sir BExJaMIN B. FrRENcH, Grand Master of Templars in the

United States, as guest of the Grand Encampment.
. Sir Charles H. Titus, Deputy Grand Master.
. Sir William W. Baker, Grand Generalissimo.
. Sir John Eldred, as Grand Captain General.
. Sir F. William B. Blanding, Grand Sword Bearer.
. Sir Gardner T. Swartz, Grand Standard Bearer.
. Sir William F. Salmon, Grand W a.rder
. Sir Nathan H. Gould, Grand Captajn of the Guards.
Permanent Members of the Grand Encampment,*
R. E. Sir John F. Fellows, as Senior Grand Warden.
St. John's Encampment, Providence, R. I., Sir Daniel Round, Jun.,
Generalissimo, Commanding.
Hall's Brass Band.
Boston Encampment, Boston, Mass., M. E. Sir John K. Hall, Grand
Commander.
Washington Encampment, Newport, R. L, M. E. Sir John Eldred,
Grand Commander.

Worcester County Encampment, represented by several members.
Springfield Encampment, Springfield, Mass., M. E. Sir Isaac D. Gib-
bons, Grand Commander.

De Molay Encampment, Boston, Mass., Sir William F. Davis, Gen-
eralissimo, Commanding.
Holy Sepulchre Encampment, Pawtucket, R. I.; represented by sev-
eral members.
Dunstable Cornet Band.
Pilgrim Encampment, Lowell, Mass., M. E. Sir Joseph Bedlow,
Grand Commander.
Germania Band.
Palestine Encampment, Chelsea, Mass., M. E. Sir Charles M. Avery,
Grand Commander,
Milford Brass Band.
Milford Encampment, Milford, Mass., M. E. Sir Isaac Britton, Grand
Commander.

St. Bernard Encampment, Boston, Mass., represented by several of
its members.

RERERERR ER
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®Among whom was the venerable Sir James Salsbury, of Providence, R. L.,
wearing tne regalia of Sir Thomas Smith Webb, first Grand Master,
4
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Haverhill Brass Band.
Haverhill Encampment, Haverhill, Mass., M. E. 8ir George W,
Chase, Grand Commander,
‘Weymouth Cornet Band.
Old Colony Encampment, Abington, Mass., M. E. 8ir William W,
Whitmarsh, Grand Commander.
R. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, as Junior Grand Warden.

Tae LobGEs,
e W. WmLiam D. StaaTToN, Grand Marshal,
John Kent. . { 1 } Josiah W, Chamberlain.
Frank Bush, Jr. < § William T. Eustis, 8d.

Band.

Hope, Gardner, Levi Haywood, W. Master.
Somerset, Somerset, Elbridge G. Paul, W. Master.
Anmity, Danvers, Albert W. Howe, W. Master. '
Mount Olivet, Cambridge, Henry W. Muzzey, W. Master.,
Blue Hill, Canton, J. Mason Everett, W. Master.
Aberdeen, Boston, Chas, J. Danforth, W. Master.
Orient, South Dedham, Warren H. Billings, W. Master,
Dalhousie, Newton, Cephas Brigham, W. Master.
John Hancock, Methuen, James O. Parker, W. Master.

Cornet Band.

John Cutler, Abington, James F. Cox, W. Master.
Hammatt, Edst Boston, John G. Hazlett, W. Master.
Henry Price, Charlestown, G. A. Loundsbery, W. Master.
United Brethren, Marlborough, Burleigh Morse, W. Master,
Montecute, Worcester, Benjamin Lewis, W. Master.
John Abbot, Somerville, Thomas H. Lord, W. Master.
Mount Vernon, Malden, Wm. H. Richardson, W. Master.
Webster, Webster, Horace J. Joslin, W. Master.
Trinity, Clinton, Levi Greene as W. Master.

Boston Brigade Band.

Paul Revere, North Bridgewater, Chas. C. Bixby, W. Master,
Pequosset, Watertown, Thos. N. Hooper, W. Master.
Wyoming, Melrose, D. Corten, W. Master.

Joseph Warren, Boston, J. Francis Lotts, W, Master.,
Revere, Boston, W, Rogers, W. Master,

Winslow Lewis, Boston, Andrew G. Smith, W. Master,
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Gate of the Temple, South Boston, Benjamin Pope, W. Master.
Putnam, East Cambridge, David P. Cummings, W. Master.
Mount Horeb, West Harwich, J. K. Baker, Jr., W. Master.

Gilmore’s Band,

Mount Horeb, Woburn, Horace Collamore, W. Master.
Germania, Boston, Anton Moeldner, W. Master.
Baalbec, East Boston, Thomas A, Foster, W. Master.
Franklin, Grafton, George F. Slocomb, W, Master.
Ashler, Rockport, Samuel York, W, Master.

Ancient York, Lowell, Josiah E. Short, Jr., W. Master.

. Saint Paul, South Boston, N. A. Apollonio, W. Master.
Mount Tabor, East Boston, Frederick W. Dunbar, W. Master.
Star of Bethlehem, Chelsea, Chas. F. Haynes, W, Master.

Metropolitan Brass Band.

_Grecian, Lawrence, James R. Simpson, W. Master.
Orphan’s Hope, Weymouth, A. Albrook, W. Master.
Plymouth, Plymouth, W. S. Danforth, W. Master.
Mount Hope, Fall River, Chas. A. Holmes, W. Master.
Liberty, Beverly, David S. Shattuck, W. Master.
8aint Matthew, Andover, David Hbwarth, W. Master.
Monitor, Waltham, Hiram M. Britton, W, Master.
Norfolk Union, Randolph, J. White Belcher, W. Master.
Saint Albans, Foxboro’, Wm. R. Thomas, W. Master.

Mount Hope Brass Band.

Bethesda, Brighton, C. H. B, Breck, W. Master.
Mystic, Pittsfield, George W. Dutton, W. Master.
Pentucket, Lowell, Hiram N. Hall, Past Master.
Amicable, Cambridgeport, Henry Endicott, W. Master.
Mount Carmel, Lynn, James A. Austin as Master.
Sainy Mark, Newburyport, Wm. P. Sanders, W. Master.
Merrimack, Haverhill, D. B. Tenney, Past Master.
Rural, Quincy, Edwin §, Bradford, W. Master.
Fraternal, Barnstable, George J. Miller. W. Master.

Morse's Brass Band. .

Aurora, Fitchburg, Henry T. Pratt, W. Master.
Mount Lebanon, Boston, John F. Abbott, W. Master.
Mount Zion, Barre, C. C. Hemenway, W. Master.
Rising Star, Stoughton, Jona R. Gay, W. Master.
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King David, Taunton, J. J. Whitmarsh, W. Master.
Marine, Falmouth, Wm. Hewins, W, Master.
Meridian, Natick, James H. Parker, W, Master.
Hiram, West Cambridge, Wm. H. Pattee, W. Master.
Olive Branch, Sutton, John E. Bacon as Master.

Brass Band.

Saint Paul's, Groton, Hibbard P. Ross, W. Master.
Montgomery, Milford, Henry C. Skinner, W. Master.
Fellowship, Bridgewater, Fisher A. Sprague, W. Master.

*  Bristol, Attleborough, Chas. E. Smith, W. Master.
Union, Dorchester, Wm. T. Adams, W. Master.
Columbian, Boston, Henry W, Warren, W. Master.
Washington, Roxbury, George Frost, W. Master.
Evening Star, Lee, Eliphalet Wright, W. Master.
Morning Star, Worcester, Chas. G. Reed, W. Master.

Boston Cornet Band.
0ld Colony, Hingham, E. Waters Burr, W, Master.
King Solomon, Charlestown, Edward S, Coombs, W. Master.
Essex, Salem, Henry A. Brown, W, Master.
Massachusetts, Bosu;n, Alfred S, Chapman, W. Master.
Tyrian, Gloucester, John Loyd, W. Master.

Saint John, Newburyport, Nicholas Johnson, W. Master.
Philanthropic, Marblehead, Michael J. Doak, W. Master.
Saint Andrew, Boston, Edward Stearns, W. Master.
Saint John, Boston, James A. Fox. W. Master,

RovaL ArRcH CHAPTERS.
Salem Brass Band.

Sutton R. A, Chapter, Lynn, M. E, Alonzo F. Bethen, High Priest.
Washington R. A. Chapter, Salem, M. E. James Kimball, H. Priest.

GRaND RovaL ArRcH CHAPTER OF MASSACHUSBETTS.

E. Luther L. Tarbell, Grand Sentinel.

E. L. B. Meston, as Grand Secretary.

E. J. J. Hemes, a# Grand Treasurer.

E. John Green, as Grand R. A. Captain.

E. Rev. John P, Robinson, Grand Chaplain.

E. T. H. Emmons, Grand Captain of Host. °
E. E. M. Mitchell, as Grand Scribe.
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E. Ebenezer Tolman, as Grand King.
E. John A. Goodwin, as Deputy Grand High Priest.
M. E. SoroN THORNTON, Grand High Priest of Massachusetts.

American Brass Band of Providence.
Calvary Encampment of Providence, R.I., (acting as Guard of Honor
to the M. W, Grand Lodge,) Sir Levi L. Webster, General-
issimo, Commanding.
Knights in Companies.

TaE MosT WorsRIPFUL GRAND LODGE OoF MASSACHUSETTS.

Brother Eben F. Gay, Grand Tyler. -

‘8. B. Rall,

:: K'E.Hlifl?t' Grand Choristers.

¢ C.G. Jackman,

W. J.K. Hayward,
«’ E. D. Bancroft, §G~ Lecturers.

[
“ lF{f'jl:yF%;a?‘lwn’ ;G. Pursuivants,

“  Lovell Bicknell,
** Henry Tabor, 24, G. Stewards.
“  W.W. Wheildon,

*  Henry Mulliken, J. G. D.
*  Samuel P. Oliver, S. G. D.
*  Rev. William 8. Studley, G. Chaplain,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. Newell A. Thompson, District No, 12,
“  Solon Thornton, “ No. 11,
**  Henry Chickering, ¢ No. 9.
‘  Rev. R. S. Pope, ¢ No. 8.
“  James M. Cook, ¢« No. 7.
“ Rev.J. W. Dadmun, ¢ No. 6.
“ John P. Lovell, “ No. 5.
* C. L. Chamberlin, ¢ No. 4.
“  Wiliam F. Salmon, ¢ No. 8.
¢  William Sutton, ¢ No. 2.
*  Sereno D. Nickerson, “ No. 1.

R. W.”Charles L. Woodbury, Cor. G. Secretary.
“ .Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
“  John McClellan, G. Treasurer.
“  Daniel Reynolds, Past J. Grand Warden.
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R. W. Isaac H. Wright, Past J. Grand Warden.
¢ Jobn R. Bradford, Past J. Grand Warden.
¢  John Hews, Past J. Grand Warden.
*  William North, Past S. Grand Warden.
¢ Joel Spalding, Past S. Grand Warden.
¢  Lorenzo H. Gamwell, Past S. Grand Warden.
¢ Henry Goddard, Past 8. Grand Warden.
¢ Bradford L. Wales, Past 8. Grand Warden.
¢« William C. Plunkett, Past S. Grand Warden.
¢ Daniel Harwood, Past 8, Grand Warden.
“  Robert Keith, Past 8. Grand Warden.
*¢  Thomas Tolman, Past S. Grand Warden.
¢ R.T. Clinch D. G. Master of G. Lodge of N. Brunswick.
¢ G. Washington Warren, Past Deputy Grand Master.
‘  Rev. E. M. P. Wells, Past Deputy Grand Master.
“  George G. Smith, Past Deputy Grand Master.
¢ Abraham A. Dame, Past Deputy Grand Master.
¢ William D. Coolidge, Past Grand Master.
‘¢  Winslow Lewis, Past Grand Master.
¢ Simon W. Robinson, Past Grand Master.
¢  Benjamin Dean, Junior Grand Warden.
¢ Charles Robbins, Senior Grand Warden, p. t.
¢ Charles C. Dame, Deputy Grand Master.

M. W. WitLiam PArkMAN, Grand Master of Masons in Mas-

sachusetts,
W. F.L. Winship, Grand Sword Bearer.

Knights of Calvary Encampment, in Companies.
Invited Guests and aged Brethren of the Fraternity, in Carriages.

THE MARCH

Began at about 12 o'clock, and the Procession, moving at quick
step, passed over the route in a little less than two hours—starting
from the Common, as above, and passing through Winter,- Summer,
Otis, Devonshire, Milk, Broad, State, Court, Tremont, and Beacon
streets, and entering the Common at Charles street Mall, thence pass-
ing through Beacon, Park and Tremont street Malls, to the site of
the New Temple. The whole distance was probably three miles, and
it was observed that when the rear portion of the Procession was
leaving the Common, the head of it had returned to the starting

lace. .

d On the arrival of the head of the Procession at the site of the new
building, the whole was opened to the right and left, and the M. W.
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Grand Master, and members of the Grand Lodge, with the Lodges
according to seniority, passed through the open lines and wheeled
upon the immense platform, prepared for their reception, and where
the ceremonies took place as follows :—

CEREMONIES.
Music BY GILMORE'S BaND, BosToON.

OrENING.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden: The
Grand Lodge having been assembled for the purpose of Laying the
Corner-Stone of the New Masonic Temple here to be erected, it is
my order the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge be now opened for the
performance of that important ceremony. This my will and pleasure
you will communicate to the Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden,
and he to the Brethren present, that all having due notice may gov-
ern themselves accordingly.

Senior Grand Warden. Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden:
It is the order of the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, that this Corner-
Stone be now laid with Masonic honors. This his will and pleasure
you will proclaim to all present, that the occasion may be observed
with due order and solemnity.

Junior Grand Warden. Brethren, and all who are present, take
notice, that the Most Worshipful Grand Master will now deposit this
Foundation-Stone in Masonic form. You will observe the order afd

decorum becoming the important and solemn ceremonies in which we
are about to engage.

Praver BY R. W. Rev. J. W. Dabpmun.

g Hyux,
Great Architect of earth and heaven,
By time nor space confilned,
Enlarge our love to comprehend,
Our Brethren, all mankind.

Where'er we are, whate’er we do,
Thy presence let us own ;

Thine Eye, all-seeing, marks our deeds,
To Thee all thoughts are known.
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While nature’s works, and science’s laws
We labor to reveal,

Oh be our duty done to Thee
With fervency and zeal.

With Faith our guide, and humble Hope,
Warm Charity and Love,

May all at last be raised to share
Thy perfect light above.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Grand Treasurer: You will read
the inscription on the Plate which is to be deposited under the Foun-
dation-Stone. '

THE GRAND TBEASUEEB HERE READ THE INSCRIPTION AS FOLLOWS:

This Corner-Stone of a New Masonic Temple for the use ol the Grand Lodge
and Fraternity of Freemasons of the Comimonwealth of Massachuseits, wes
luid with Public Masonlc Ceremonies, and in the presence of the Executive Offi-
cers of the State and City, by the Most Worehipiul WitLiam Parxman, Eeq.,
Grand Master, on the 14th day of October, A. L. 5864, A, D. 1864.

Officers of the Grand Lodge, A. L. 5864 :—M. W, William Parkman, G. Mes-
ter; R. W. Charles C. Dame, D. G. Master; R. W. William S. Gardner, 8. G.
Warden; R. W. Benj. Dean, J. G. Warden; R W. John Mc Clellan, G. Treas. ;
R. W. Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary; R. W. C. Levi Woodbury, C. G.
Secretary,

District Deputy Grand Masters :—R. W. 8, D. Nickerson, Distriot 1. William
Sutton, District 2. W. F. Salmon, District 3. C. D. Chamberlain, District 4.
J. P. Lovell, District 5. J. W. Dadmun, District 6. James M. Cook, District 7.
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ConTENTS OF THE BOX.

1. Coastitation of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Mussachusetts,

2. Proceedings of the Grand Lodge for 1562 and 1863.

3. Freemasons’ Magazine, with a description of the Now Building.

4. Freemasons' Magszine, containing an account of the burning of the Wia-
throp House and Freemasons’ Hall, April 6,1864,

5 Moore's Addresson the Early History of Freemasonry in America.

6 Declaration of the Freemasons of Boston and vicinity, in 1631,

7. Photogrsph of the New Freemasons' Hall, by Chapman.

8 Ordinances and Public Documents of the Cities of Boston, Roxbury, Cam-
bridge, Charlestown and Loweil.

9 Coins of the United States.

10. Newspspers of the day.

11, Historical skeiches of the Grand Encampment, and of its Subordinate or.
ganizations.

12. Proceedings of Bunker Hill Monument Association for 1861, 1863, 1863
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Grand Master. There being no objection, I now order you, Broth-
er Grand Treasurer, to deposit the Plate, with the Papers, in the
place prepared for their reception. '

[MUSIC BY THE BAND DURING THE CEREMONY OF MAKING THE
BerosrT. ]

The principal Architect then presented the Working Tools to the
Grand Master, who directed the Grand Marshal to present them to
the Deputy Grand Master, and Senior and Junior Grand Wardens.
. The Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, and Grand War-

dens, then descended from the platform; the Grand Master taking
the Trowel, the Deputy Grand Master the Square, the Senior Grand
Warden the Level, and the Junior Grand Warden the Plumb, the Gr.
Master standing at the East of the Stone, his Deputy on his right, the
Senior Grand Warden at the West, and the Junior Grand Warden at
the South side of the Stone. The Grand Master then spread the ce-
ment ; and when that was done, he directed the Grand Marshal to or-
der the Craftamen to lower the stone. [This was done by three mo-
tions, viz :—1st, by lowering a few imches and stopping, when the pub-
kc Grand Honors were given; 2d, again lowering a few inches, and
giving Grand Honors ; 8d, letting the stone down to its place and giv~
ing the Grand Honors as before. The Square, Level and Plumb were
then applied to the Stone by the proper officers.]

1
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Grand Master. Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master: What is
the proper Jewel of your office P

Deputy Grand Master. The Square.

Grand Master. Have you applied the Square to those parts of the
Stone that should be square P

Deputy Grand Master. 1 have, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and
the Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden: What
is the proper Jewel of your office ?

Senior Grand Warden. The Level.

Grand Master. Have you applied the Level to the Stone?

Senior Grand Warden. 1 have, Most W orshipful Grand Master, and
the Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden: What is
the proper Jewel of your office ?

Junior Grand Warden. The Plumb.

Grand Master. Have you applied the Plumb to the several edges
of the Stone?

Junior Grand Warden. I have, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and
the Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master. Having full confidenge in your skill in the Royal
Art, it remains with me now to finish the work.

"The Grand Master then gave three knocks upon the Stone, saying—

+¢] find this Foundation-Stone well formed, true and trusty, and
may this undertaking be conducted and completed by the Craftsmen
according to the grand plan, in Peace, Love and Harmony.”
¢ Know all of you who hear me. We proclaim ourselves free and
lawful Masons, true to the laws of our country, professing to fear God,
and to confer benefits on mankind. We practice universal beneficence
towards all. We have secrets concealed from the eyes of men which
" may not be revealed to any but Masons, and which no cowan has yet
discovered ; they are, however, lawful and honorable. Unless our
Craft was good and our calling honest, these secrets would not have
existed for so many generations, nor should we have had so many il-
lustrious personages as Brethren of our Order, always ready to sanc-
tion our proceedings and contribute to our welfare. We are assembled
in the broad face of open day, under the canopy of Heaven, to build
a Temple for Masonry. May God prosper our handiwork as it shall
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most please Him. May this Temple become a place wherein just and
upright Masons may practice benevolence, promote harmouny and cul-
tivate Brotherly love, until they shall all assemble in the Grand Lodge
above, where the world's Great Architect lives and reigns forever.”

Grand Chaplain, (Rev. Wm. 8. Studley.) *‘ May the Almighty Ar-
chitect of the Universe, who disposes of all things according to the
excellency of His will; who made the Heavens for His majesty, the
sun and stars for His glory, and the earth as our place of existence
and obedience to His laws, look down on us, His servants, Master
Masons, endeavoring, in the bonds of love, according to the rules
of charity, to build a house for His worship. And may this house,
when completed, be a fit habitation for worthy men to meet together
and do good. May the secret assemblies of Freemasons convened
here, according to law, be conducted in honor, and result in charity.
May every Mason who enters under the roof of this intended build-
'ng remember that the secrets of the Lord our God are with them that
fear Him. May this good work prosper. May the workmen be com-
forted. May no strife, brawling, or unseemly words, be heard within
the walls. May the Master love the Brethren, and Brethren honor the
Master. May the coming in and going out of the Brethren be blessed
forevermore. May there be plenteousness here, and the voice of
thanksgiving ever heard. May no mourning or sorrow of heart be
known. May the true wayfaring Mason find comfort in his journey
when he tarrieth for a time within the gates of this house.

¢¢ Oh, Lord God, Great Architect and Grand Geometrician of the Uni-
verse, prosper Thou our work. Permit us at all times and in all places
to build up Thy holy temple in our hearts and souls, with the beauty
of true holiness, so that we may, by faith and good works, ultimately
arrive at that glorious mansion, where all things are indeed perfect—
where there shall be no more labor, no more sorrow, but love, joy,
Ppeace, rejoicing and happiness forevermore.”

The Deputy Grand Master then received from the Grand Marshal
the Cornucopia containing Corn, and spread the corn upon the Stone,
saying :—

¢* May the health of the workmen employed in this undertaking,
be preserved to them, and may the Supreme Grand Architect bless
and prosper their labors.”

When once of old, in Ismael,
Our early Brethren wrought with toil,
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Jehovah’s blessing on them fell
In showers of Corx, and Wixz an® O1r.

The Grand Marshal then presented the Senior Grand Warden the
cup of Wine, who poured it upon the Stone, saying:—

¢ May plenty be showered down upon the people of this ancient
Commonwealth, and may the blessings of the Bounteous Giver of All
Things, attend all their philanthropic undertakings.”

When there a shrine to Him alone
They built, with worship sin to foil,
On threshold and on corner-stone
They poured out Corx, and Winx and O1L.

The Grand Marshal presented the cup of Oil to the Junior Grand
Warden, who poured it upon the Stone, saying :—

“ May the Supreme Ruler of the World preserve this people in
Peace, and vouchsafe to them the enjoyment of every blessing.”

And we have come, fraternal bands,
With joy and pride and prosperous spoil,
To honor Him by votive hands
With streams of Corx, and Wixe and O1r.

Grand Master. ¢ May Corn, Wine and Oil, and all the necessaries
of life, abound among men throughout the world; and may the bless-
ing of Almighty God be upon this undertaking, and may the structure
here to be erected be preserved to the latest ages, in order that it may
promote the humane purposes for which it is designed.”

The Grand Master then presented the Implements to the Architect,
saying :—

** To you, Brother Architect, are confided the implements of oper-
ative Masonry, with the fullest confidence that by your skill and taste,
a fabric shall arise, which shall add new lustre to our hondred Com-
monwealth. May it endure for many ages, a monument of the liber-
ality and benevolence of its founders.”

Music BY THE Banbp.

OraTioN BY BR. HoN. RoBErRT B. HALL, OF PLYMOUTH.

The solemn and significant rites we have just witnessed, inaugurate
the commencement of a new Temple for Masonry in this, her most an-
cient seat, on the American Continent. On this stone, now firmly laid,
tried by the plumb, the level and square—overspread in mystic cere-
mony with corn, and wine, and oil—and consecrated by prayer to the
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Supreme Architect of the Universe, will rise a magnificent pﬂe, hon-
ordble to our Fraternity and ornamental to this city.

We have gathered here in festal array to celebrate this auspicious
event with fitting pomp and grateful joy. We come from all parts of
this Jurisdiction to join with our venerable mother, the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, now crowned with the wreaths of more than a hundred
and thirty summers—to-day more stately and vigorous than ever—in
this act which proclaims her prosperous energy, This imposing pa-
geant is in her honor, and proclaims the lively interest of the Frater-
nity in the advancement and glory of our Order.

Thirty-four years ago, this day, the foundations of the old Temple
were laid, and that building was supposed to be on a scale sufficient
for the wants of generations to come. But, in this brief space, Ma-
sonry has outgrown its accommodations, and it was disposed of in
1858 for other uses. Since then the Grand Lodge has occupied tem-
porary apartments, though for the last three years under her own roof.
It seems but yesterday since the destroying angel hovered over this
spot and consumed our tabernacle with his fiery breath. Already we
triumph over these disastrous ashes, Undismayed by calamity, and
buoyant with hope, we commence the erection of a suitable and per-
manent home for the Craft. Let the walls of this Temple rise in solid
grandeur till its pinnacles salute the skies! And from this time till it
shall crumble into decay let it be sacred to the mysteries and the work
of Masonry.

The short time, necessarily allotted to this address in the pro-
gramme for the day, precludes any elaborate historical account of our
Order, and anything like -a critical and philosophical analysis of its
Constitution and influence. The remarks, therefore, which will be
made on these subjects will be cursory and brief.

The Institution of Masonry has come down to us in its principles
and spirit, if notin form, from a remote antiquity. Its vestiges may
be traced, veiled in the mists of the dim past, faint and shadowy and
obscure it may be, but yet speaking witnesses to its ancient claims. At
‘what particular age of the world its light was first revealed it is dfficult
to determine ; but the field of investigation is ample, and materials
are not wanting to develop probable conjectures. There are at least
sufficient resemblances between Masonry and the most ancient socie-
ties in Pheenicia, Chaldea and Egypt to suggest their common origin,
and such points of resemblance to the oldest Mysteries as to render
probable an affinity with them. Masonry, as now organized, is be.
lieved to be of Jewish origin on the authority of its own traditions,
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and from internal evidence well understood by the Craft. The erection
of the Temple on Mount Moriah by Solomon, King of Israel, was an
occasion of the assemblage of bands of * clinning artificers,” especi-
ally from Tyre, at Jerusalem. While the Temple was building, the
workmen are said to have been formed into a community under a sys-
tem of rules designed to facilitate perfection and efficiency in their art,
and to promote their common interests. This organization was des-
tined to survive the occasion which brought them together. At the
completion of the Temple the Craftsmen travelled in other lands where
their skill might find employment. Their monuments are to be found
in the ruins of temples and theatres which they erected in Pheenicia,
Greece and Rome, until the era of Christianity. Soon after this pe-
riod traces of their history appear in public records, as well as in
their works. In the middle ages, Masonry culminated in its greatest
glory. It was patronized by the Throne and Church, and overspread
Europe with its marvels of architectural skill and beauty. At this
date we have precise information in regard to these societies, and but
little is left to conjecture as to their nature and organization. They
were schools of instruction in architecture and cognate science, and
fraternities for mutual protection and relief. They used a symbolical
language derived from the practice of their profession ; they possessed
the means of mutual recognition, and were bound together by secret
obligations.

At an early period these societies were endowed with special privi-
leges as a corporation of builders, and became exempt from all local
and civil jurisdiction. At length, and by degrees, many persons of
eminence, not of the Craft, chiefly ecclesiastics, became associated
with them from a desire to obtain the secret knowledge they possessed,
and participate in their privileges. This admixture of a superior class
as * accepted” Masons soon became potgntial ; and as the knowledge
of the art of building spread beyond the limits of the society, the
speculative element gradually predominated. In England, however,
it appears that the Freemasons, under their ancient organization®
which dates from the time of Athelstane, continued as a body to erect
public buildings until the rebuilding of London and the completion of
St. Paul's Cathedral, under the mastership of Sir Christopher Wren. It
was as late as 1717 that the ancient Lodges remaining in London uni-
ted to form a Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. In 1733
the Grand Lodge, in whose presence we now stand, was organized un-
der VEnglish authority as the first Grand Lodge in America, and con-
‘stitutes the link of our connection with the illustrious past of our
Order.
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‘We are proud of our descent, as Masons, from an ancestry so re-
nowned and venerable. Our fathers wrought to embellish the earth
with exquisite forms of material beauty, and reared with patient toil
those stately edifices which overspread the old world with elegance and
grace. The memorials of their genius and skill compel the homagd’
of admiring generations, and their fame will endure forever.

But the claims of Masonry to our respect are not founded chiefly
on the service it has rendered to the useful and ornamental arts of life.
The forms of architectural beauty and design may vanish, but the
spirit which informed them still survives with the Craft, and dignifies
and hallows our work. Our Order no longer hews and squares the
rough ashlar for the builder’s use, but essays the nobler work of fash-
ioning living stones for the use of the Great Architect himself. We
cease to employ the coarse implements which were once the instru-
. ment of manual toil, wielded by brawney arms and with sweating
brow. The forms of these we preserve; but with us they are spirit-
ualized as emblematical teachers of a pure morality. The Plumb,
the Level and the Square repose upon our altars still, but in jewelled
majesty, to be used only by the gloved hand to symbolize the highest
truths as instruments of human improvement.

It is natural to respect Masonry for its antiquity. But it claims our
reverence also because it is the only one of the old societies which
history records, which bas survived the wreck of time. Masonry is the
only purely human institution which has withstood the never ceasing
tide of change in the world’s affairs. In imperishable strength and
dignity it has endured like the rock, while the current has passed by,
sweeping into oblivion systems, dynasties and institutions, some of
them as ancient as herself, and once the object of pride and admira-
tion.

Itis natural to inquire whatthere is in Masonry which will account for
its permanency thus far, and promises to secure its perpetuity. Why
is it that its light that glimmered in early darkness should shine in in-
creasing lustre through the ages, and in the nineteenth century glow
in full effulgence? How is it that with no sign of decrepitude or de-
cay, Masonry, with unpalsied hand, yet holds the sceptre of her Royal
Artin increasing empire? The answer must be sought in some pe-
culiarity of constitution ; for no miracle has been wrought in her be-
half. She has been subjected to the same series of circumstances as
other institutions now numbered with things that were, with no exter-
nal shield against the wreck of time. In her own symbolical language
she is said to be supported by pillars of Wispom, STRENGTH and
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BeauTY. On this hint we propose to dwell, and a brief interpreta-
tion of this language, in an enlarged sense, may reveal the secret of
her stability and power.

The Wspom of Masonry is exemplified in her establishing her ba-
‘#is on the immutable foundation of Truth. Her cardinal principle is
belief in the existence of God. All other truths correlative with be-
lief in Deity have a place in her system. The Bible, as the source
. and standard of Truth, is exalted on her altars as her first Great Light,
and all her moral teachings are but beams of its brightness. While
Masonry makes no pretensions as a system of religion, and, least of
all, prefers & claim to be a substitute for Christianity, she humbly
walks by its side in a strict alliance, as far as she goes. In her specu-
lative form she is as exact in her teachings of moral truth as was oper-
ative Masonry in mathematical science. Her propositions admit of no
dispute. She wisely confines herself to simple, absolute and acknowl-
edged truth, and leaves no margin for controversy or contradiction.
She inculcates virtue and dissuades from vice, but has no casuistical
refinements to perplex and divide her followers. Masonry from her
plane furnishes the most ample facilities for the investigation of truth.
Whoever stands with her there breathes an atmosphere of unrestricted
liberality, for her toleration is as boundless in matters of opinion as
her rule is imperative in fundamental faith. Anchored in her princi-
ples, fast by the throne of God, inculcating in her first step a loving
trust in Him, and aceepting His law as the embodiment of truth, she
excludes no one from a participation in her benefits on account of di-
versity in religious views. Her gates are closed against the atheist
only. The shackles fall from the hands of Prejudice and Bigotry at
the entrance to her shrine. When the well known words are spoken
which, like the proclamation of the mystagogue at Eleusis, closes the
door of her sanctuary on the profane, thé truths in which all agree are
the only lessons which are taught. In her sacred retreat every dis-
cordant voice is hushed, and the bitterness of sectarian strife is abash-
ed into silence in the awful presence of pure and absolute truth. On
any other platform than this she could not comprehend in her embrace
all the tribes of men, a8 the human race now exists, or has ever exist-
ed. Itis the recognition of these principles and the acknowledgment
of corresponding obligations which alone render it possible to make
her privileges available to the whole of the great human family. If she
should require any other creed than that God is our Father and that
men are His children, and therefore bound to love Him and one anoth-
er, her grand object would be at once defeated. Hence, while every
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Mason retains his religious peculiarities, the Jew, the Turk, the Abo-
rigines of the forest and the Christian may fraternize in the recognition
of a common bond, and demand and receive mutual benefits.

The perfect adaption of our Order to the nature and wants of man
is strongly indicative of the wisdom of its Constitution. Its whole en-
ergies have been devoted to the interests of humanity. Next to alle-
giance to God, and springing from it, its controlling principle, is love
for man as man. Before the era of Chrislianity we know of no other
system of morals or philosophy, of religion or politics, which presents
this bold peculiarity of Freemasonry. Individual interests seem to
have been nearly or quite overlooked by the sages and governors who
sought to rule the world by philosophies, or by power. In the repub-
lics of Greece and Rome, confessedly the best developments of civili-
zation in ancient times, the interests of humanity were by no means
predominant. In the Roman republic the boast of being a Roman cit-
izen had little meaning except as a defense against the exactions of
foreign domination. The man was not esteemed of value except as
part of the Commonwealth. Individual rights were neither sacred or
respected as inalienable. Greece never saw the day, though she boast-
ed the Academy, when the many were not virtually the slaves of the
few ; and her vaunted democracy was but aname. But Masonry recog-
nizes with generous sensibility the dangers and needs of individual
man, and watches with genial care over his rights. Its primary object
is to bless the race, not in the aggregate, but in its units ; while its ul-
timate aim is not to exert a power over society, but to achieve its me-
lioration and perfection by silent influences in its component parts.
This characteristic of her system is the reversal of the theories of an-
cient days which were tried only to fail, and have left the wrecks of
their destruction scattered over the earth. Masonry has never sought
to establish her sway over men, but within them, She exerts her pow-
er as a pervading influence, and never in the form of arbitrary control.
She meets man in all the varieties of his condition with sympathy, and
comprehends him in all the wants of his complex nature. Her first and
last teaching is that the highest human development is in the direction
of personal virtue and individual excellence; that the true nobility is
goodness ; that the common duties of life have in them the elements of
heroism and sanctity ; that self-respect is a virtue; and that every man
possesses a dignity derived from his original endowments and inherent
capabilities. She esteems every man the peer of his fellow in nature
and rights. Before her altar distinctions vanish, and all men meet on
the level. The prince and the peasant stand alike in her presence.

6
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Whatever is common to man is not foreign to her regard. She pro-
vides for the physical wants of the body and the yearning needs of the
soul. She stands as his instructor and guide, protector and friend.
And so it is that Masonry points to its monuments of usefulness not
among the few who attain greatness and renown, but among the quiet
and peaceful crowd unknown to fame. Her beneficial influence is not
8o conspicuous in the seats of wealth and power, where rights seek
not for protection, and affluence craves not sympathy and aid; but
among the masses of mankind who need defense and sympathy, and
whose wants demand relief.

The chief element of STRENGTH in Masonry is its principle of asso-
ciation. Man by nature is formed for Society. It is impossible for
him to live without it, without degenerating. The law of attraction
in the material universe is not more necessary than the law of attrac-
tion in the social world. And as the one produces its mighty effects
in sustaining systems of worlds and the cohesion of their parts, so the
other by its combining energy supports and unites society in indisso~
luble bonds. But while it is absolutely true that Union is strength,
yet it is also true that the character of the objects of human associa-
tion and the nature of the means of obtaining them determine the
degree of its efficiency and the length of its duration. History and
experience bear unmistakable testimony to the fact that any society
not based on virtuous principles, by a natural law, must inevitably
perish. The want of moral cohesion ensures its rupture and decay.
On the other hand, the three-fold cord of association, woven of high
moral principles, is not easily broken. Its strength is in proportion
to the elevation of its aim, and its vitality is commensurate with the
extent of its hope. Now Masonry stands on & higher vantage ground
in both these respects than any other human institutions. No aim
can be higher than that which she proposes to accomplish—the physi-
cal, mental and moral improvement of her members, and the circle in
which her operations extend embrace the race. In making this de-
claration it is not pretended that her primary object is an undistin-
guished and unbounded benevolence. Masonry was instituted to pro-
mote the immediate good of her members, wherever they may be;
and does not claim to sacrifice that good for the benefit of the unin-
itiated. She provides for her own in the first instance, and the pe-
culiarity of her association, ensuring the performance of this obliga-
tion, is the grand element of her continued life. She is necessarily a
propagandist, and furnishes within herself the motive for a perpetua}
and universal increase, It is her interest to enlarge her means of use-
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fulness, and her doors turn on ready hinges to all applicants for her
benefits not disqualified by irreligion or vice,

Brotherly love contributes essentially to the strength of Masonry.
The fraternal feeling which is characteristic of Freemasonry does not
originate in a mere congeniality of sentiment, or similiarity of dispo-
sition, It is a prineiple incorporated in the frame-work of her sys-
tem. It is not dependent on personal preferences, nor left to grow
out of frequent and agreeable intercourse. Social companionship de-
velopes a kindly feeling in Masonry, as elsewhere, and often ripens
into friendship, which gives a zest to the enjoyment of life, This
form of brotherly love, however, is the effect of circumstances; de-
sirable and profitable, and promoted in our Order as much or more
than in any other Institution. But, in a more large and comprehensive
sense, brotherly love is obligatory on all Masons, and extends its re-
gards to the whole Fraternity, wherever dispersed. Thus universal
in its relations, it secures a unity and harmony which render our Or-
der not only invincible to external assaults, but precludes the possi-
bility of disruption and ruin from internal causes, This tie of broth-
erly love, regarded not as a séntiment, but as an obligation, is the
glory of Masonry, and clothes it with an universal power. Overleap-
ing all geographical divisions, rising above all religious and political
differences, and ignoring all diversities of race, it establishes a com-
mon bond of kindly intercourse among the Craft. Over all the world,
wherever a Mason discovers another Mason, he finds a Brother and
a friend. If he is in want, he can claim relief which will not be de-
nied. If he is & stranger, he can demand and receive hospitality. If
in danger, he can demand succor. On the tented field the stroke
which would bave fallen in death has often been arrested by this mys-
terious power, and the claims of Brotherhood bave been recognized
in savage warfare. The Masonic sign of distress is potent in all ca~
lamities which affect life or fortune, wherever the fraternal eye may
discern it. Such effects are produced only by Masonry. She alone
speaks that universal language whose whispers may be heard amid
the thunders of war, in the crash of shipwreck, and in the roar of vi-
olence, and whose words like pentecostal utterances, are intelligible
among all people and tongues |
" The BRAUTY of Masonry consists not merely in the fair proportions
of her design or the antique grandeur of her drapery, but in the mag-
nitude and glory of her operations. Through the long ages, as now,
she has stood the friend of man and the benefactor of society. In
all the earth she has distilled her genial dew of blessing, and ber path
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is everywhere marked with verdure and fruitfulness. Her works
praise her in the gates, and the grateful tears of the poor and unfor-
tunate sparkle like jewels in her diadem of glory. Her very genius is
love, the spirit of which connects her members in an unbroken pha-
lanx, as a band of Brothers, but overflows those bounds and expands
itself in & stream of Charity, embracing all mankind. The identifi-
cation of Masonry and Charity forms the popular idea of our Order.
By general consent it stands at the head of charitable institutions.
But alms-giving is not the most important part of charity in the Ma-
sonic sense. This consists rather in the cultivation and exercise of
kindly disposition and active sympathies. It is a charity which leads
men to judge of others with lenity, and to speak of them without re-
proach—the charity which makes the good name of another as pre-
cious as our own—it is exercised in the endeavor to do away with sus-
picions, jealousies, rivalries and evil speakings—it is to sustain the
wounded spirit, to afford consolation to the afflicted, to extend succor
to the oppressed—to redress wrong. Such is Masonic charity, iden-
tical with the charity of Christianity, and which, like that, ‘‘never
faileth.” .

An institution adorned with beauty like this must hold its place in
human affection, while misfortune and sorrow are the common lot,
while human hearts cry out for sympathy, while man continues frail
and imperfect.

If this faint sketch of some of the more prominent principles of
Freemasonry is correct, the reasons are sufficient to account for her
unchangeable and vigorous continuance until the present time. That
this Order commends itself to the intelligence of the nineteenth cen-
tury is evinced by its larger constituency than ever before, and by its
firmer hold on the favor of wise and good men. We submit, there-
fore, that it is not presumptuous to expect that in the long line of cen-
turies to come, it will repose in undisturbed endurance upon the im-
perishable pillars of its support. Esto perpctua !

In the present crisis in national affairs a brief allusion may be par-
doned to the relations of Masonry to Patriotism. While Masonry
stands sternly aloof from all partizan politics, she inculcates the love
of country, obediente to rulers, and respect to the majesty of law,
Masonry is strongly allied to the structure of our government by her
doctrine of equality and the elective principle in the creation of her
officers. She has therefore ever taken a manly stand in defense of
these principles as embodied in the American Constitution. It is cer-
tain that the form of our government was planned by Masonic minds.,
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More than fifty of the fifty-six signers of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence were of the Masonic Fraternity. Nearly all the general offi-
cers of the Revolution were also.Masons. The great battles of the
war were fought under Masonic commanders. The blood of Warren
moistened yonder hill in the first libation to liberty, and Washington
conducted our armies to final victory.

The spirit which animated these patriots of other days has not fled
from our altars. Masonry still yields her loyal and unfaltering sup-
port to that Constitution which her sons so greatly assisted to estab-
lish. Now, as ever, she stands by the laws and upholds all rightful
authority. At the same time she lends her influence to soften the ca-
lamities of war and to heal the wounds of fratricidal strife. Her sons,
when called upon to buckle on their armor, have responded prompt-
ly and in multitudes. None have exceeded them in bravery and en-
durance in the line of their duty. They still stand ready to share in
the sacrifices which may be required by their country. It remains to
be seen how Masonry will fulfill her mission when war shall end in vic-

tory, and peace and union shall again prevail. At least, she will be
faithful to her ancient traditions and pristine honor, and true to her al-
legiance. The progress of events seems to indicate that the hour of
deliverance is at hand. Let us hope that when the cap-stone is fin-
ished on the topmost tower of our Temple the banner of our country,
in the serene beauty of its celestial dyes, and in all the fulness of its an-
cient pride, shall float from its summit, once again the emblem of a
united, free and prosperous nation.

ConcLuDiNG HyMN.

Accept, Great Builder of the skies,
Our heartfelt acts of sacrifice!

Each Brother found a living stone,
‘While bending low before Thy throne.

‘While Craftsmen true their work prepare,
With thoughts unstained, and holy care,
May each be fitly formed and placed
‘Where Love Divine his hopes had traced.

BENEDICTION.
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THE BANQUET.

At three o'clock P. M., on the conclusion of the ceremonies of lay-
ing the Corner-Stone, a Procession of the Grand Lodge, and of those
who had secured tickets to the Dinner, was formed and marched, un-
der the escort of the Calvary Encampment to Faneuil Hall, where
tables were spread for about seven hundred guests, being all that the
Hall would comfortably accommodate.

The Hall was beautifully decorated with the National flags, which
also enclosed various Masonic emblems. Tables were arranged upon
the platform, the floor of the Hall, and in the galleries, and were load-
ed with choice and tempting viands. The instrumental music, which
was of a very superior character, was furnished by the ¢ American
Brass Band,” of Providence, R. 1., which occupied a position in the
gallery. After an invocation of the Divine blessing by R. W. Rev.
Wm. 8. Studley, Grand Chaplain, an hour was passed in attendance
to the material part of the banquet. The intellectual feast was open-
ed by M. W. Wat. ParkmaN, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, as
follows :—

Fellow Masons—This is a gathering of all the clans, when we meet
together upon a common platform. Our platform is sound ; it has no
rotten plank in it. It is for the purpose of extending that platform
that we have met to-day, and to lay the Corner-Stone of a building
of large and elegant dimensions.

‘When I looked upon this gathering I felt a just and honest pride
that no language will express to you at this moment. I felt that we
had met together for a high and noble purpose; not for a political
purpose, but upon the broad platform of Christian, civil, and religious
faith, to unite in doing what we may to alleviate the distresses of hu-
manity, and of doing what we can to spread the glorious principles
which have come down to us untarnished from the days of Solomon,
and which have been disseminated through his disciples, throughout
the length and breath not only of this but of every civilized country
in the world. Wherever civilization and art is known, this glorious
Institution has planted its standard ; there it has set up its altars and
commands us to lift up thanks to God that we may be permitted to
pursue the great work.

I ask each Jf you to stand where I do and look over this vast as-
semblage of shining faces, shining with joy. The illustrious workman,
(pointing to the portrait of General Warren,) was one of us, who laid
down his life that we might worship in this glorious old hall, redolent
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with the voices of patriots. We are met, my Brothers, to commemo-
rate the laying of this Corner-Stone. I am very thankful that it has
been laid. It is a great, it is a glorious occasion, because this is one
of the things that bring us together upon a common question ; and we
are here to-day under the sanction of the Commonwealth, and I shall
by and by present a letter from the Governor, to show that his heart is
with us. We are here also under the sanction of the City Authorities,
and I wish to present to you a letter drawn up by one who is a descend-
ant of Paul Revere.

Without tiring you furtMer, in behalf of the Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts, the General Grand Encampment of the United States, the
Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, the Grand
Chapter of Massachusetts, and in behalf of Masonry of the whole
world, I bid you here a hearty welcome.

Brethren, I do not propose to detain you much longer; I merely
“propose to say a word about the weather. I was a little disappointed
this morning ; but upon reflection, I made up my mind that inasmuch
as Massachusetts was a hard and sterile State ; inasmuch as everything
was done by water-power, the clerk of the weather had concluded that
we wanted some water to carry on the celebration.

We have been highly favored, Brethren, by your presence. I thank
you most kindly and cordially, in behalf of the Brethren whom I re-
present. I shall close by a sentiment to which I trust every Brother
in this hall will heartily respond.

The Grand Master then announced as the first regular sentiment—

* The President of the United States.”

At the announcement of this toast the audience rose in a body, and
the wildest applause broke forth, while the gas lights, which until then
had been burning dimly, were let on with full brilliancy, producing a
striking effect. The American Brass Band played the ¢ Star Spangled
Banner.”

R. W. Brother CHARLES L. Wo00DBURY was called upon to re-
spond to the séntiment in honor of the President.

Masons of Massachusetls—As has been amply stated by our Most
‘Worshipful Grand Master,—Masons know no politics. It is the pe-
culiar basis of our Institution, that no matter what the nationality of a
Brother in distress, no matter what his political creed, no matter what
may be his antecedents, the instant he comes within the pale of Ma-
sonic relief, he receives that relief with an open heart and an open
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hand. Masonry throughout the world, no matter what language, what
nationality, teaches one duty to its members, and that is to obey the
laws and support the Constitution of the Country.

We, the Masons of Massachusetts, recognize but one plain duty in
political life before us, and I quote the language of an eminent de-
ceased Mason, and that is, *to follow the flag, and keep step to the
music of the Union.”

Gentlemen, it is an ancient custom at Masonic banquets, to toast the
President of the United States; a custom derived, not simply because
very many of those distinguished dignitaries of the United States,
have also been Brother Masons with us, but from the great respect
which the Masons bear to the laws of the land, and to him who is sworn
to execute and defend them. It is a mark of profound respect, not
alone to the office, but also to the officer, which induces us on all
State occasions, like this, to propose this formal toast. We can, in-
deed, as Masons, never forget that the first man who took the oath as
Chief Magistrate of the United States that he would faithfully perform
the duties of the President of the United States, and that he would
protect and defend and preserve the Constitution of the United States,
was himself a Brother Mason among us. Not only was he the first of our
Presidents, but we all, I think, with one accord, regard him chiefest,
- first among Masons and among Presidents, and among mankind. I
need not say, for the benefit of the reporters, that I allude to George
‘Washington. . '

It is among the most estimable jewels of the Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts, that they treasure a lock of George Washington's hair,
presented to this Grand Lodge, at his decease, by his lamented wife.
I rejoice to say that it escaped the conflagration, which destroyed so
many of the treasured relics of the Grand Lodge, and that it is yet
preserved in the hands of our present worthy Grand Master, to be
looked up to with reverence, and to excite them to deeds of patriotism
and noble duty.

Seventy-five years ago, when George Washington took that oath,
the office of President was an untried experiment. Men who regard-
ed the history and conservatism of the past, feared to trust the people
with a free election; they feared, too, that the tenure of office, of four
years, was too short, and that the whole scheme of the people for self-
government was little short of madness. They referred to European
and Oriental examples, and to the dynastic reign of kings, with their
policy of centuries as exhibited in the States and courts of these na-
tionalities.
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Seventy-five years have passed away, and by the rotation of politics,
we have as long a ling of Presidents as most of the dynasties can
show of kings ; and now, to-day, before you, gentlemen, a portion of
the great Masonic Body of the whole world, I submit to you that the
comparison of our Presidents with any dymasty of kings that has ever
existed since the world began, with the governors of any nation that
has ever existed, is infinitely in favor of the popular choice—the Pres-
idents of the United States.

Regard them for one moment with a philosophic eye, and where can
you find such dignity, such ability, such simplicity of manner, such
personal grandeur, as you find in the illustrious long line of men who
have filled the office of President of the United States! Although
there are kings, kaisers and emperors, surrounded by courts and en-
circled by a hereditary peerage, and all the pomp and circumstances
which the wealth of the nation can lay before them, our Presidents
live upon salaries so small that many a private gentleman in the land
has the power to exceed them in his annual expenditure; yet the re-
sult of this experiment is already in fator of the capacity of a free
people, Gentlemen we have toasted the President of the United States
in office, and we have borne our tribute to his personal character and
private virtues.

Under the Corner-Stone we have laid to-day, we have recorded that
this great and good work was begun during the Presidency of Mr.
Lincoln, our present Chief Magistrate. What more can we say for
him who is first among us? We can simply turn towards Heaven,
and in the language with which the first Chief Grand Master of the
Masons in the world, King Solomon, addressed his God; we all can
turn and pray that God may endow and bless him with an understand-
ing heart in order that these States may be brought back to peace,
prosperity and union.

The second toast was—

“ The Commonwealth of Massachusetts—Untiring in the canse of civil
and religious liberty.”

The following letter from His Excellency Governor Andrew was
here read : —

Couomn:rn OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Department, Od. 14, 1864.
To WiLrLiaM PARKMAN, Esq., Grand Master, &c.

Sie—1I have the honor to acknowledge the favor of your invitation

to attend the ceremonies of Laying the Corner-Stone of the new
7
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Masonic Temple to-day, and to assure you that but for the necessity
imposed on me by duties, which will confine me to the State House
during the morning, including a special meeting of the Executive
Council, it would have given me pleasure to witness proceedings
of so much interest. I trust that the work yot begin to-day will meet
no interruption, until it shall be presented to the eye of taste & monu-
ment of becoming beauty, and to the eye of use a commodious edi-
fice befitting the purpose of its inauguration.
With respectful good wishes, I am,
Sir, your most obedient servant,
JOoBN A. ANDREW.

The Grand Master called upon Bro. Hon. JouN A. GOODWIN, of
Lowell, late Speaker of the House of Representatives, to respond to
this sentiment, and who thus spoke—

M. W. Grand Master and Brothers :—A third of a century ago, at
the laying of the Corner-Stone of our former Temple, he would have
been a bold an who had staod forth to claim any sympathy for Ma-
sonry from the public opinion of Massachusetts. But history, thank
God, sets all things right. To-day our then traduced and persecuted
Institution, lacks not the approval of our Governors and other intelli-
gent men. It was many centuries ago that the prophets were stoned
by one generation, and their monuments built by the next generation,
but there has been many a parallel since. Nor is this tardy but am-
ple justice rendered in Massachusetts alone. It reached from the
Lake shore to the Gulf. Ay! from ocean to ocean! We have to-day
marched side by side with Brethren from various parts of the Republic,
escorted by a gallant body of Brethren from the State of Roger Will-
iams, a Commonwealth, which though of the smallest texritory, is glo-
riously great and expansive in heart.

It is a fitting termination to the exercises of the day that we have
brought our Brethren within these hallowed walls. Well, is it, after the
hour of necessary refreshment, to hold the * feast of reason and the
flow of soul” here, where the patriotic notes of the revolutionary fathers
seem still to echo—where from yonder pictured canvas look down on
us the placid features of our early Grand Master, who vindicated his
principles with the blood of his young heart, on that neighboring
height where the commemorative Monument, founded by this Grand
Lodge, uplifts its head in the might of simplicity, alike a beacon to
the ocean-tossed pilgrim and the earliest shrine he visits when landed
on our free shores, And as our eyes twrn to the left of Warren, with
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what feelings—ever strengthening as we grow older—do we meet the
majestic and beniguant gaze of our most illustrious Brother, he who
was ** first in war, first in peace,” and still is * first in the hearts of
his countrymen !" Without this place and this presence, our ceremo-
nies would have been indeed incomplete.

This day is truly auspicious. What though the clouds have all the
morning dropped their rain. The sunshine of Masonry, superior to
the elements, has made all things fair and gemial; and despite the
darkened sky, hasirradiated every heart. May the work so well begun,
be prospered and blessed. May our new Temple, rising Pheenix-like
from the ashes, built with an increased skill and perfected acience, long
rear its battlements and towers, in defiance of storm, and violence
and conflagration. May it continue to be the birth-place of Friend-
ship, the home of Brotherly Love, and the Mecca of Massachusetts
Masonry, centuries after we, and our children, and our children’s chil-
dren, shall have travelled around the square of time and entered the
boundless circle of eternity. So long as the pure Masonic fire shall
be kept bright on its altars, shall our Order find in this free and an-
cient Commonwealth a congenial dwelling-place. If public opinion is
sometimes harsh, fear not! If Msbonry is true to itself, and to that
civil and religious liberty mentioned in your sentiment, the ‘¢ sober,
second-thought” of the Old Bay State will rejudge with justice and
repay with more than magnanimity, Permit me to close with this
sentiment :— ‘

¢« The Comm lth of Mc husetts—Quick in her impulses and hasty
in her judgments, but in her deliberate conclusions always right.”

The next regular toast was as follows : —

“ The City of Boston—Characterized by free schools, free speech and
universal edacation.” .

The following letter from the Mayor of the City was here read :—

Mavor's OrricE, Crry Harr, z
. ’ Boston, Qdl. 14, 1864.
WiLLiAX ParxmaN, Esq., Grand Master—

DEAR Sir—I am mach obliged for your kind invitation to partici-
pate in the Masonic Banquet this afternoon at Faneuil Hall. Your
note did not reach me until last evening, and I had previously made
other arrangements.for my time.

It would have afforded me much pleasure to be present to meet 8o’
many personal friends, and so large a body of the most respectable
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citizens of our Commonwealth. X congratulate you on the prosperity

of your honorable Fraternity, and desire to express an interest in the

. erection of your new Building, which will form another architectural
triumph for the embellishment of our good city.

Trusting that your festival may promote the harmony of the Order,
and that its social enjoyment will exceed the most sanguine anticipa-
tions of the Brothers of the Fraternity, whose privilege it will be to
participate in it, I Lave the honor to remain,

Very truly yours, &c., F. W. LincoLN, JR.

Hon. GEoRGE S. HALE, President of the Common Council of Bos-
ton, responded in behalf of the City, saying that it gave him pleasure
to act as the spokesman of the *‘ hub”® among so many good fellows
(felloes.) Not being a Mason, although he could not speak on the’
“* square,” he would endeavor to be within the ‘ compass.” Mr.
Hale spoke in a complimentary manner of the Procession, and of the
Members of the Order whom he knew, and gave as a sentiment—

“ The Masonic tie of Charity, of kindness and generosity, which binds
together Masons whether in or out of the Order throughout the world.”

Three cheers for the City of Boston were here called for by Bro.
Benjamin Dean, and given with great vigor.

The fourth sentiment was—

The General Grand Encampment of the United States—Founded on the
Christian religion, and teaching unbounded hospitality, it is endowed with
the love of every knightly heart.”

Hon. B. B. FrencH, M. E. Grand Master of Templars in the Uni-
ted States, responded to this sentiment—

Were it not that I know I am addressing an assemblage of Free-
masons, I should begin to think I was addressing 4 meeting of * the
Sons of New Hampshire ;" for my honored friend and Brother, Wood-
bury, who responded to the first sentiment, and my friend Hale, who
responded to another, are both natives of New Hampshire, and I have
the honor to claim that State as the place of my birth. I am proud
of my birth-place, and I always glory in the assertion thatI am a New
England Yankee. It is a birth-right that I shall never sell |

This, Most Worshipful Sir, and respected Brethren, is a proud day
for the Freemasonry of Massachusetts—for the Freemasonry of Rhode
Island, who have largely joined in your celebration,—for the Freema-
sonry of Boston. You ought all to be proud of it. I, indeed, am
very proud of being so fortunate as to make one of your number. I
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have seen many processions in my day, but never one like the one of
to-day. When I heard of the destruction of your Masonic Temple
by fire, I regarded it as a great calamity ; I have this day changed my
mind, and have come almost to regard it as a fortunate event—inas-
much as it has been the means of calling forth the tens of thousands
who filled the streets of your city to-day, and exhibited to the world
such a gathering of Freemasons as it never saw before. It reminds
me of the description of the laying of the foundation of the second
Temple by the Israelites of old—of which the sacred historian says,
*¢ But many of the priests and scribes and chiefs of the fathers, who
were ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation
of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice: and
many shouted aloud for joy.” I have not a doubt that there were hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands among the multitude, who this day saw the
Corner-Stone of your second Temple laid, who experienced feelings
kindred to the feelings of those ‘‘ancient men,” although they may
not have given to them the same outward demonstration.

I believe, said Bro. French, that the Masons of the United States
look towards Boston as a sort of Mecca of the Order. It was the
place, most assuredly, where Freemasonry began to flourish on this
Continent ; and when we go back to the days of Grand Master Henry -
Price, and Grand Master Joseph Warren, and follow down the long
line of worthies who have so honorably presided over the Craft, to my
Most Worshipful friend and Brother, who now presides here with so
much honor to Freemasonry and to himself, we may well turn to Bos-
ton and to Massachusetts for instruction and example. One of the
best, and most popular poets of Boston, has said, somewhat ironically,
that ‘¢ Boston is the hub of the Universe.” I think I can say, in all
truth, that Boston is the hub of Freemasonry in the United States,
for from it, as a common centre, the great principles of Brotherly
Love, Relief and Truth, that characterize our Order, and that Charity
without which we are indeed nothing, have radiated and are still ra-
diating to the furthermost bounds of the Union.

Bro. French then went on to say, that he was present as the Grand
Master of the Templars of the United States, that Templar Masonry
was just at this time his speciality. He spoke of the adoption of a
new Constitution of the Grand Encampment of the United States at
Hartford, in 1856, and remarked that it had been the cause of some
misunderstanding between the Grand Encampment and some of the
State Grand Bodies, but he was rejoiced upon being publicly assured
this day by the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massa-
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chusetts and Rhode Island, Sir William 8. Gardner, that the Templars
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island were loyal to the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States. They had certainly shown their loyalty to-
day by their kind and courteous reception of, and attention to, him
(Sir Knight French.)

The speaker then alluded to the visit of De Molay Encampment
and St. Jobn’s Encampment to Richmond a few years afo, and com-
plimented his friend and M. W. Brother who now presided, (Sir Knt.
Parkman,) on the happy manner in which he commanded and presi-
ded over that fraternal and Knightly expedition, and wondered whether
they could renew that expgdition to Richmond now, and meet vnt.b a
like reception! .

After a few remarks on the present prosperity of the Order of Free-
masons, and the expression of his hope that the new Temple might be
completed without accident, and ever remain as the Grand Asylum of

the Craft in Massachusetts, Brother French concluded with the senti-

ment—
“ The Union of Freemasonry—A Union that never can be broken.”

As soon as Bro. French bad concluded, M. W. Gr. Master Park-
man rose and said, that the allusion of Bro. French to the visit at
Richmond a few years ago, brought to his mind occurrences, since the
unhappy war commenced, growing out of that visit, which he would
briefly allude to. He then stated instances where, through the fra-
ternal acquaintances he had at that time formed in Richmond, he had
succeeded in alleviating the sufferings of our prisoners there, and had
even been instrumental in ca.usmg some of them to be restored to
their friends.

Bro. French begged to be allowed to say a few words more suggest-
ed by Bro. Parkman's remarks. He said that his position was such
that he perhaps witnessed more of the benefits of Freemasonry, as
connected with this war, than any Brother present. He then gave
several instances of Brotherly kindness and courtesy that had fallen
beneath his own notice, between the belligerents, and alluded partic-
ularly to the case of Bro. Bradford, son of our M. W. Bro. Freeman
Bradford, of Portland, Maine, who was desperately wounded at the
night attack on Fort Sumter, and was taken to Charleston, and to the
house of our worthy and respected Brother, Doctor A. G. Mackey,
where he hag all possible care and attention until he died. And still
there are those, said Bro. French, who assert that Freemasonry has
had its day, and has ceased to be useful! Freemasonry ceased to be
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usefal! As well might it be said that the sun in the heavens bhad ceas-
ed to shine—that philanthropy among men had ceased to exist. No,
Most Worshipful Sir, and Brethren, Freemasonry is in the very me-
ridian of its glory and its usefulness, and it shall last as long as the
world shall stand.

The next toast was— .

“ The Orator of the Day—The Theme and the Speaker well met, The
treatment of his subject is all that could be desired by the Fraternity, and
all the ambition of the speaker could have hoped. Both speaker and sub-
ject have new claims upon our regard.” -

The toast was suitably responded to by Rro. HarL.
The next toast was—

¢ Our Foreign Relations.—Successive links of that golden chain which
unites our Fraternity the world over.”

Replied to by the R. W. Br. R. T. CLiNcH, Dep Grand Master for
New Brunswick, who was present as the Guest of the Grand I.odge.

M. . Grand Master—This is an unexpected honor; I had not the
remotest idea that I would be called upon to-day, in this time-honored
and venerated place, and before this large and respectable assemblage
of the Fraternity, to respond to the truly Masonic sentiment which
has just been proposed. I confess therefore my inability to do justice

to the subject, and have deeply to regret that there is not present some
worthy Mason from New Brunswick, who, by his eloquence and abil-
ity, would leave with you a better impression concerning the Craft in¢
our Province, than I can possibly hope to do.

The most pleasing and fraternal relations have ever existed between
the Masons of Massachusetts and of the Province of New Brunswick.®
Many, very many years ago; probably before the majority of us here
to-day saw the light, the Royal Arch Companions in our Province,
sought the jurisdiction of Massachusetts for instruction and counsel ;
and recently our Provincial Grand Lodge applied to the Grand Lodge
of this State for a competent Brother to visit and instruct us. The
ready and cheerful compliance with which our request was granted,
will, I assure you, never be forgotten by the Masons in our Province,
whilst the beneficial results of that visit and its salutary influence upon
our Ladges will be as enduring as the Institution itself. It is no won-
der, then, that we turn to Massachusetts as our Masonic Ima Mater.
Next to our own Grand Lodge we reverence her. Its Masonic spirit,
its conservatism, its firm adherence to the principles we all profess, in
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her darkest hours of our history on this Continent, excite our warm-
est admiration. We claim with you a participation in those feelings
of reverence and love you maintain for that noblc roll of illustrious
Craftsmen,—beginning with the gallant Warren and coming down tos
but not ending with, your venerated and venerable Lewis,—which has
made the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts a shining light in the Ma-
sonic world. Your authorities are our authorities; your decisions
are quoted by us and never questioned ; the hame of your able Grand
Secretary, Brother Charles W. Moore—whose name as a Masonic ju-
rist is as wide spread as the Fraternity—is with us as a household
word upon all the topics which he has elucidated by his learning. Be-
sides all this, between individual Brethren of the two Jurisdictions
there is a continual recurrence of acts of kindness and love. I must
urge these as reasons why I cannot do justice to the sentiment to which
I have been called upon to respond, and which was so warmly receiv-
ed; in view of all that I have said, thinking of the courtesies that
have been extended to me since I have been in this city, impressed
with the spirit of this day's proceedings, and surrounded by the in-
fluences of the time and the occasion, I can scarcely feel that 1 am a
‘¢ Foreign Relation.”

Allow me, before sitting down, to express my regret at the loss you
bave sustained in the destruction of your noble Hall, and particularly
in losing those cherished mementoes of the past, to which were attach-
ed some Masonic or historic interest of more than ordinary import-
ance. These can never be replaced, but I mistake the spirit of the
Masons of Massachusetts, I mistake the meaning of the large gather-
ing at this day’s ceremonial, if your second Temple does not prove
to be a far more noble monument of your taste and liberality, than
the one—magnificent as it was—which it is intended to replace.

The next sentiment was—
** The Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.”

This was responded to by M. E. WriLiam S. GARDNER, Grand
Master of the Grand Encampment, as follows :—

M. W. Grand Master—1It affords me great pleasure at this ime to
respond to the sentiment congratulatory to the Grand Encampment of
Massaehusetts and Rhode Island, inasmuch as its history is interwoven
with the interests of the Grand Lodge over which you preside, and I
might also add, with the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. Of the dis-
tinguished Knights who have commanded this Grand Encampment,
Raymond, Robinson and Lewis, have also sat in the Oriental chair,
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occupied by you, while Fowle, Loring, Dame, Hews, Flint, Moore,
Hammatt, Baker, Bradford and Harwood, are names identified with
Masonry in Massachusetts, some of whom can never be forgotten in
the history of your Grand Lodge.

But it has been on occasions of this kind, that the services of the
Grand Encampment have been required to assist you in performing
your duties. In 1825, when the Corner-Stone of the Monument was
laid on Bunker Hill, in presence of the illustrious Bro. the Marquis
De La Fayette, by your predecessor, the M. W. John Abbot, long,
since departed this life, this Grand Encampment, under the command
of M. E. Sir Henry Fowle, its G. Master, and also then Deputy Gen.
Grand Master of Templars in the United States, occupied a promi-
nent position with you. The records of your Grand Lodge are so
particular as to state among other things not less worthy to be record-
ed, that *‘ the Templars were in full dress, and displayed the banners
of Knights Templars and Knights of the Red Cross. Six Knights,
with lances, preceded, bearing on the points of their lances white pen-
nants, on which were painted the names of the six New England States.
A front and rear guard, and also the gunards of the banners, were
armed with lances.”

Again, in 1843, when the Monument, which we see from this Cradle
of Liberty, was completed, and the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
was present to pronounce the work ¢ well done,” and to declare that
the Craftsmen had done their duty, this Grand Encampment of Mas-
sachusetts and Rhode Island escorted you to the Hill. And finally,
in 1854, when the model of the original Monument, erected by King
Solomon’s Lodge of Charlestown, cut in enduring marble, was de-
posited within the granite oblisk, these two Grand Bodies there stood
side by side. And on the 14th day of October, 1830, the Brethren of
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, ‘‘ whom persecution counld not
prostrate, whom the withering glances of scorn could not terrify, and
by whose steady bearing and steadfast eye the prowling wolf of mal-
ice was driven back to his lair,” were guarded and protected by the
trusty swords of the faithful Knights of this Grand Encampment,
while the M. W. Grand Master laid the Corner-Stone of that old
Temple, with the sword in one hand and the trowel in the other.

In those days of persecution and trial, the world-renowged ‘¢ De-
claration of the Freemasons of Boston and vicinity, presented to the
public Decembe r 31st, 1831," written by that able, accomplished
and fearless Knight, who has since presided over our Grand Encamp-
ment, Sir Charles W. Moore, was first introduced into the Boston

8
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Encampment, where the subject of a protest was under consideration,
your own Grand Lodge being *‘ divided as to the propriety of going
before the public to meet charges made by antimasons,” for thus the
record of your Grand Lodge reads. And 1 can say with truth, and
there are those here who will sustdin me, that through the unsparing
labors and self-denying efforts of the Knights of this Jurisdiction,
especially of Boston Encampment, among whom stood the author of
that Declaration, **the first among his equals,” the tide of persecu-

. tion was turned, and your Grand Lodge preserved in undiminished
strength.

On all occasions of public character, when your Grand Lodge has
been called upon to perform official duties, this Grand Encampment
has been ready to assist you, in sunshine and in storm. And to day,
M. W. Sir, at your invitation, we have come up with strength and
might to sustain you in your new labors, and to encourage you by our
presence. In pleasing contrast with the scene thirty-four years ago
this day, our trusty swords now rest peaceably in their scabbards.
The sound of the gavel is heard again in the once deserted Halls, in
newly erected edifices, and in laying the Corner-Stone of a more en-
during and beautiful Temple, while Brother, Companion and Knight,
are working together in peace and tranquility.

Buf let me assure you that no rust is consuming our.mystic blades ;
that if necessary, they will again gleam in the light with untarnished
lustre ; that they are ever ready at your call, to assist, protect and
defend the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

The seventh regular toast was—

“ Masonic Fraternity—A synonym for Universal Good Will and True
Benevolence.”

Replied to by R. W. BENJ. DEAN, J. G. Warden.

When our Grand Master a few moments ago requested me to re-
spond to the sentiment he has just read, my mind not only glanced at
the universal good will and true benevolence of our Institution, more
universal and true than that of any other organization among men,
but it also found itself revelling in the universality of the Institution
itself.

Like Jacob's seed, it has spread itself abroad to the North, to the
South, to the East and to the West, and in it and its seed all the fam-
ilies of the earth are blessed. And wherever it may be, whether at
the icy pole, or beneath the tropical sun of India, its good will and
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benevolence preserve the same genial warmth, dispense the same
hallowed blessings.

When some of his companions were sent by our lamented Brother,
Dr. Kane, to make preparations to find the Northern open Sea, they
found themselves too exhausted to return to the ship. They pitched
their tent, and could advance no farther. All around, as far as the
eye could reach, was an unboundnd sea of ice. Above them was the
cold canopy of stars. They could move no longer. They laid them-
selves down, bat not to die. Being absent too long, Brother Kane
started to find them. In the distance he discovers the little Masonic -
flag floating over the tent. He approaches, opens the tent, and hears
the first voice saying—*‘ We knew you'd come.” And as he spoke
those words, the little Masonic flag over the tent was silently pro-
claiming why they ‘ knew he'd come.”

I too was in Richmond on the occasion heretofore alluded to, when
the Knights Templars of Boston and Providence—so many of whom
are here to-night—visited the Richmond Commandery. What an out-
pouring of good will was there! I can never forget the time when
all the Knights of the three cities involuntarily bursting for a season
the bands of discipline, arm in arm, while the Band of Brother Green,
which has discoursed such excellent music during this Banquet, and
Brother Gilmore's Band, and the Richmond Band, with one accord,
and all together, and filling the street from side to side, played to-
gether the same tune—marched down that broad street in Richmond,
‘¢ our steps keeping time to the music of the Union.”

May God grant the speedy return of the time when universal good
will and true benevolence will exist throughout the length and breadth
of our land; when the Knights Templars from Massachusetts and
Rhode Island may again, in company with the Richmond Sir Knights,
keep step to the music of the Union, played by their congregated
bands as on that happy day.

God grant that the time will soon come when Masonry may exert
its true mission of healing wounds and assuaging passions ; when with
its silver trowel it may so dpread the salve of universal good will and
true benevolence over the wounds this lamentable civil war has made,
as to heal every wound, and obliterate every scar. And may they be
so effectually obliterated and blotted out by the return of universal
good will and true benevolence, that with reference to its crimes even
—it may be said—** the accusing angel, as he flies towards Heaven’s
chancery, blushes as he gives them in, and the recording angel as he
writes them down, drops a tear upon the words, and blots them out
forever.”
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The next toast was—
“ The Clergy.”!

Responded to by R. W. Rev. WiLLIAM S. STUDLEY, Junior Grand
Chaplain, After some playful introductory remarks, he spoke of the
American Clergy, and especially the clergy of Massachusetts and New
England, as a body of men whose teachings were always profitable to
consider, and whose example was always safe to follow,

The next toast was complimentary to the Grand R. A. Chapter of
Massachusetts, which was responded to by M. E. Compsmion SoroN
THORNTON, Grand High Priest.

The next sentiment—

% The District Deputy Grand Masters—Their varied Masonic skill,
their ardent zeal, and untiring exertions, entitle them to our warmest
thanks.”

Bro. Newell A. Thompson was called on to respond to this toast, but
he having retired, a call from the audience was made on R. W. Bro.
Wwu. D. CooLiDGgE, who spoke as follows :—

Worshipful Master—I rise with very great pleasure Sir, to respond
to this sentiment, and to bear my ready and willing testimony to the
great usefulness and fidelity of those distinguished Brethren whom you
have so justly termed the right arm of the Grand Master. Five of my
Masonic years I past with them, which I consider the happiest portion
of my Masonic experience, and no one can more highly appreciate the
value of the services of this Board than the past Grand Masters of
this Grand Lodge. Under the administration of my excellent friend
and Brother here on my right, Dr. Winslow Lewis, the duties of this
Board were more directly defined, and no honor that he ever confer-
red upon me ever conduced so much to my individual happiness as
when I was permitted, through his appointment, to associate with
them, and share their labors, and when his mantle, like that of Elijah,
fell upon my shoulders, how earnestly did I pray that one spark of
the intelligence of that head, and one drop of the goodness and Broth-
erly kindness of that heart, could come with that mantle to aid and
guide me in the discharge of those duties which he had so ably and so
satisfactorily performed.

Sir, I come from the fatigues of the preparation of this Banquet,
that all who sit here should have something comfortable for the inner
man, and I shall esteem myself most happy if I can gather up one
thought to add to that harmony which bas blessed us from yonder
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gallery, and to that string of pearls and gems which has fallen from
the lips of those Brethren who have preceded me from that platform.
1 might speak to you of the impression on my own mind as [ send it
back as on this day, when the Corner-Stone of our first Temple was
laid, and contrast it with the scene of to-day; for never was more
marked respect paid by the citizens of this metropolis than we have
experienced this day. We have passed through the obloquy and pre-
judices of former years and have lived them down. ‘¢ Truth crushed
to earth shall rise again,” and that justice and charity so long with-
held from us, is to-day the willing tribute of every heart. God is
just, and always in his own good time will vindicate himself. Through
His grace we have lived it down. .

I turn, Sir, as to the magnet, to him who has been so eloquently
termed the first among us. Our Brother (pointing to the picture
of Washington) to-day, Sir, and in this eventful period ; I turn to him,
and in the most endearing relation; and I am reminded of that beau-
tiful sentiment of our Brother, the late Samuel L. Knapp, who said
¢¢ Heaven left him childless, that all the nation might call him FaTHER.”
Happy for us all if we could feel and acknowledge that fraternal re-
lationship, and thus all become Brothers again. Allusion has been
made to the State that raises men. Turn now upon this picture and
ook upon that brow where ¢ every god did seem to set his seal,” and
in this hour of our anxiety and trouble, listen to his words and lay
them to heart :—** One country, one Constitution, one destiny. Lib-
erty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable.” Masonry is
loyal. We, as Masons, would be loyal to God, loyal to our country,
and loyal to ourselves and our principles.

But, Sir, I am reminded that I am here to speak for the Past Grand
Masters and the Deputies. Here is one on my right, the genial in-
fluence of whose presence I have felt ever since I sat here, and for
whom, now that he is stricken and unable to address you, I may be
permitted to utter & word. He who has so endeared himself to us
through a long life, filled with the true spirit of our Order, who is
the graduate of every Masonic degree known among us, whose elo-
quence has 30 often charmed us, and whose life is the embodiment of
his teachings. Now that his tongue must be silent, let me speak what
I know would be the language of his heart to-day. In the midst of al}
our anxieties and sorrows, in our fears for our nation and its best in-
terests, and all its most cherished institutions, and its hopes, let every
Brother call to mind the first word he uttered in a Masonic Lodge,
and when all earthly efforts seemed to fail, look up and be strength-
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ened, and still trust in God—doing our utmost to become worthy of
His guidance, believing with all our hearts, that as we become worthy,
we shall be guided by a wisdom which cannot err, and that we shall
receive the continuance of that love which is unchangeable and ever-
lasting.

Much as I venerate the symbols of our Order, beautiful and expres-
sive as they are, the Square, the Level, and the Plumb, to-day, and in
this presence give me the Trowel, and to you R. W. Bro. Lewis, I
present it in figure, and close with this sentiment—

 The Trowel and its Uses—Exemplified in the life and character of our
beloved Past Grand Master, Dr. Winslow Lewis.

R. W. Rev. Bro. J. W. DADMUN being called upon spoke as fol-
lows :—

I had hoped, for once, you would allow me to sit quietly and enjoy
the ¢ feast of reason and the flow of soul.” But since you have called
me out I must say, this is one of the happiest days of my life.

Allusion has been made, by the eloquent speakers who have preced-
ed me, to the days of persecution, when those who laid the Corner-
Stone of our first Temple had to hold the sword in one hand and the
trowel in the other. That was a fiery ordeal, a time that tried men’s
souls. As I have looked over the history of those times I have been
reminded of the two ladies, who, whilc reading the scriptures, came
across this beautiful passage from one of the Prophets, ‘‘ He shall sit
as a refiner and purifier of silver.” They could not fully comprehend
the import of the passage. One of them suggested that they go to
the silver-smith and inquire into the process of refining. To this they
agreed. They went, and he kindly explained the process. Said he,
¢ When the silver is put into the crucible I sit and watch it until it is
refined.” They left. Said one, ¢ I think I understand it. * He shall
sit as a refiner,’ means our Heavenly Father will watch over his chil-
dren when they are in the furnace of affliction.” Just then the silver-
smith called them back. Said he, *there is one thing I forgot to tell
you. When I can see my own image in the metal, I know the process
of refining is complete.” ‘¢ Now,” said they ‘' we have the idea.
God suffers us to remain in the furnace of affliction long enough to
bring out his own image upon the soul.” So the Great Master Builder
suffered the Masonic Fraternity to pass through those days of perse-
cution, that the dross might be separated from the gold. And if you
want an evidence of this, look at these old veterans who never faulter-
ed, but came out of the furnace without so much as the smell of fire
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on their garments. They are the tried Stones in our glorious Tem-
ple.

I am happy to belong to that class of Clergymen who are not asham-
ed to have it known that we are Masons. In this we are following in
the footsteps of the fathers. Good old Bishop Heading and Rev. Eli-
jah B. Sabin, were honorary members of Mount Lebanon Lodge.
They remained true during the antimasonic excitement, and we, their
sons, mean to stand by the ancient land-marks of the Order. I hope
to live long enough to sce our new Temple completed. Then look out
for a glorious day. .

The next sentiment—
“ St. Jokn’s Encampment of Providence, Rhode Island.”

Responded to by Rev. Bro. CHARLES H. TiTUs, Past Grand Com-
mander.

M. W. Grand Masier—Being called upon without a note of warn-
ing, I must be excused from attempting to make a speech; especially
after you have been listening to the able and brilliant speakers who
have preceded me. I sincerely thank you for the high compliment
you have paid the old Encampment with which I have the pleasure to
be connected, and the honor of being one of its Past Commanders. I
have been exceedingly pleased and gratified with the display and cer-
emonies of this day ; and with the large number and sterling charac-
ter of the Brotherhood assembled to do honor to the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, and to assist in the important services of the occasion.
This pleasant festival scene we are now enjoying will prove one of
those green spots that remain fragrant in the memory long after the
day has passed.

With many thanks for your courtesy, and with this apology to my
Brethren present, I will again ask to be excused from further re-
marks.

W. Brother Muzzey, Master of Mount Olivet Lodge, Cambridge,
being called upon, spoke as follows :—

M. W. Grand Master—An unexpected duty is always somewhat
embarrassing. I certainly had not the vanity to anticipate that any
summons from you, Sir, would be addressed to me on this occasion
and in this presence. If excuse were admissable, I might find it in
the wearisome march, and in the later duties of this table, which have
received from me due personal attention. Buta command from your
authority may not be disregarded for any trivial reason.
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As I have listened to the eloguent train of remark from the Breth-
ren who have preceded me, my mind has been naturally led to con-
template the elevated character of our Order. Since our first Grand
Master laid its foundations, what institution of man has rivalled the
permanence of its existence? Within the proud period of its record,
how much else has had its day and perished! Do you point me to
personal distinction? Hardly more than contemporaneous renown is
accorded by man to the most eminent of his fellows—and true of the
common fame of men is the brilliant sarcasm of De Quincey upon the
ephemeral reputation of Fox:—‘ It sleeps where the carols of the
larks are sleeping, which gladened the spring-time of those early
years; sleeps with the roses that glorified the beauty of their sum-
mers.” States, institutions, whole races of men, have lost their pla-
ces upon earth, and become extinct. ‘¢ Freemasonry, notwithstand-
ing, has still survived. The attentive ear receives the sound from the
instructive tongue, and the mysteries of Masonry are safely lodged in
the repository of faithful breasts.”

And what has given to Masonry its enduring honor? By virtue of
what attributes has it belted the globe with its glorious Brotherhood ;
overleaped the barriers of nations, survived the fall of empires, and
remained unlost amid the confusion of tongues?

Its sacred principles give to it its immutability and perpetual rever-
ence among men. It is because its appeal is to the highest and holi-
est promptings of our nature, and it makes men truer and better who
come within the circle of its teachings and influence. .

In recognition of this truth,—not, I hope, too grave a thought for a
festival table of Masons,—I offer you, Sir, this sentiment :—

Masonry—The golden Cestus of Earth; the Celestial Ladder to Heav-
en. .

A sentiment, complimentary to Calvary Encampment, which Body
had performed escort duty during the day for the Grand Lodge, was
eloquently responded to by Sir Knight Nicroras VAN SLYCK, of
Providence, Rhode Island.

Some other toasts were given and responded to, of which no notes
were taken. The speeches were eloquent, and the cheering enthusi-
astic. Several other Brethren had expected to speak, but found them-
selves too much exhausted by the chill and fatigues of the day, and
were reluctantly compelled to retire at an early hour. The speaking,
however, was sufficient to enliven the occasion and to mark it as a
¢ white day” for Masonry in Massachusetts.

The Grand Lodge was closed, in Ample form, at 8 o'clock, P. M.
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Note. The 14th of October bad been selected by the Committee,
for the Laying of the Corner-Stone of the new edifice, as peculiarly
appropriate, it being the anniversary of the Laying of the Founda-
tion-Stone of the first Masonic Temple in this city in the year
1830.

The weather was unpropitious for a parade of any description, but
it was particularly so for an effective display of the rich and showy re-
galia of a Masonic procession. A violent North-East storm, com- )
mencing on Wednesday night, prevailed without intermittance, until
Friday morning, when it had partially exhausted itself; though the
rain continued to fall, more or less copiously, during the whole day.
The streets were in a bad condition for marching—the parade ground
was wet, and the atmosphere chilly, if not positively cold. The nat-
ural effect of all this was to prevent the attendance of many Lodges
and Brethren in distant parts of the State, who would otherwise have
been present, and contributed to increase the numbers of the Proces-
sion.

But, notwithstanding these adverse circumstances, the Procession
was one of the most imposing and brilliant Masonic displays ever wit-
nessed in Massachusetts, if it were ever equalled by any similar ex-
hibition in this country. It wasimposing and brilliant, not alone in the
variety and richness of its regalia and decorations—in the beaunty and
number of its banners—its splendid escort and martial appearance ;
but in the character, intelligence and manly bearing of the men who
composed it. ** New England citizenship,” as was said by one of the
city papers the next morning, *‘was well represented. Intelligence
and character were stamped upon the countenances of those who par-
ticipated in the proceedings, and a finer body of men morally and in-
tellectually never paraded our streets. The proceedings, though
marred by the inclemency of the weather, were deeply interesting.
It must have astonished some of those who remember when opposi-
tion to Freemasonry was made a political hobby, to see the Institution
so flourishing ; but it has survived its period of persecution, and is
going about its work of charity and beneficence, silently and efficient-
ly, softening the rigors of war, smoothing the path of the distressed,
helping the needy, and binding its members in a Brotherhood of mu-
tual sympathy and true humanity.”

It is estimated that there were more than siz thousand Masons in at-
tendance, including many who, in consequence of the delay in organ-
izing, and the dampness of the ground, were compelled to withdraw
before the body took up the line of march. This number, large as it

9
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whs, would probably have been increased by two or three thousand,
had the previous day been clear and pleagant.

The Procession was formed on the Common, under the direction of
the Grand Marshal, W. Brother WiLLiam D. STRATTON.



ANNUAL COMMUNICATION, Dxc. 14, A. L. 5864.

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge was held
at Freemasons’ Hall, Summer street, Boston, on Wednesday, De-
cember 14, A. L. 5864.

(1)

R. W. Sereno D. Nickerson,

PRESENT.
M. W. WniLiaM PArkMAN, Grand Master.
R. W. Charles C. Dame, D. G. M.

William. S. Gardner, S. G. W.

Benjamin Dean, J. G. W.
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Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
Charles L. Woodbury, Cor. G. Secretary.
Rev. William 8. Studley, G. Chaplain,

William D. Stratton, G. Marshal.
Samuel P. Oliver, S. G. D.
Henry Mulliken, J. G. D.

W. W. Wheildon,
Hem'lyi Tabor, 2d,
Lovell Bicknell,
F. L. Winship,

G. Stewards.

F. J. Foss, G. Pursuivant.

" E. D. Bancroft,

*S. H. Gamwell, ;G. Lecturers.

J. K. Hayward,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
District No. 1.,

William F. Salmon,
John P, Lovell,
Rev. J. W. Dadmun,.
James M. Cook,
Rev. R. S. Pope,
Henry Chickering,
Solon Thornton,
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No. 8.
No. 5.
No. 6.
No. 7.
No. 8.
No. 9.
No. 11,
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, at half-past 2 o'clock,

- P.M. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

Permission was given to several Representatives of Lodges to sit
without their Jewels.

The following Brethren were recognized as proxies, to wit :—Bros.
Wm. H. Bass, for Harmony Lodge ; Marshall Fox, for Thomas Lodge ;
A. L. Burditt, for Wilder Lodge ; A. A. Burditt, for Clinton Lodge ;
Joseph Osborn, for Jordan Lodge.

The Dispensation of Doric Lodge, at Feltonville, together with a
petition for a Charter for said Lodge, was presented and referred to
Bros. Coolidge, Warren and Stearns. This Committee subsequently
submitted the following Report, which was adopted :—

REPORT.

The Committee to whom was referred the application of Doric
Lodge, of Feltonville, have exgmined the Records and By-Laws of
said Lodge, and when the same are accepted by the Lodge, with such
alterations as this Committee have proposed, we recommend that they
receive a Charter from this Grand Lodge.

Boston, Dec. 14, 1864. W. D. COOLIDGE, Chairman.

The Auditing Committee submitted their Annual Report, which
was adopted.

The Committee of Charity submitted the following Report, which
was adopted :—
REPORT.

The Committee of Charity, of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, respectfully Report that they have received the sum of six-
teen hundred dollars, during the year of 1864, and have paid out the
sum of fifteen hundred and ninety-two dollars and twenty-five cents,
to one hundred sixty-two applicants; for which payment we have
vouchers on file, leaving a balance in the hands of the Committee of
seven dollars and seventy-five cents.

SAMUEL H. GREGORY.

EBEN F. GAY.

EDWARD STEARNS.
Boston, Dec. 13, 1864. ) L. L. TARBELL.
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The Special Committee on Charity offered the following Report,
which was adopted : —
REPORT.
The undersigned, Special Committee of Charity, respectfully Re-

port :—
That they bad in their hands at their last Report, a balance of $73 94
That they have since received of the Grand Treasurer, by

vote of Grand Lodge, 400 00
Making : $473 94
That they have disbursed in charity to 41 applicants, $467 00
Leaving a balance in their hands of 6 94

$473 94
Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM PARKMAN.
Boston, Dec. 14, 1864. CHARLES W. MOORE.

On motion of the Grand Treasurer, it was

Voted, That the sum of $500 (five hundred dollars) be placed in
the hands of the Committee of Charity, and $200 (two hundred dol-
lars) in the hands of the Grand Master and Recording Grand Secre-

tary for charitable purposes.
- The Committee on the Library offered the following Report, which

was adopted :—
REPORT.

The Committée on the the Library of the Grand Lodge are com-
pelled to present a Report on that which is not extant,—on those
things which now are among the things that were, now to be cata-
logued as ‘‘res non invents, non existentibus.”

All that was, of a really excellent Library, so recently a proud
monument of the Literature of Freemasonry, belonging to this Grand
Lodge is buried among the ashes and rubbish of our Temple. That
‘collection of Masonic Works, was a valuable one—collected by the
labor of years. Most of it was the gift of two of the Brethren, and
towards it, this Body paid but a small sum. It was insured for $400.

The Committee, however, have to congratulate the Fraternity, that
the most rare work, (it being accidentally in the hands of the binder)
and of which no other perfect copy can be found, the Masonic Mirror,
was preserved. It consists of two folio, and seven quarto volumes.
It embodies all the details of that exciting period when antimasonry
was rampant, and its utter downfall, death, and everlasting interment.
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The Directors of the Corporation have placed the amount received
from the insurance, in the hands of the Committee on Library, and
already many works have been purchased, and several donations have
been made, and the Committee would express, in behalf of this Grand
Lodge, their thanks to the Grand Lodges of Maryland, Ohio, Illinois
and Louisiana, for their'donations of copies of their transactions.

A Masonic Library cannot now be readily obtained. It isa well
known fact, that works on the subject of Freemasonry are eagerly
sought for, and obtain large prices, and that several of tlge Brethren
in this jurisdiction have, at a great expense, their private collections,
which have been obtained after much research, at the cost of much
time and expenditure of money.

Moreover, our Library cannot be enlarged by purchase, at this time,
of foreign works, on account of the enhanced cost of importation.

The Committee, therefore, look to their Masonic Brethren for their
voluntary contributions. Surely there should be a response from all,
who are or should be interested in this matter. :

The Committee are willing to contribute all their attention and
care to effect so desirable an object. A Catalogue has been already
prepared, and every book and pamphlet registered, and a column de-
noting the name of the donor of each gift. They trust to see that
column filled with the names of the ardent lovers of the Order, and
its interests, and among these interests should be the founding of a
store-house of Masonic Literature. .

WINSLOW LEWIS, for the Commiltee.

The hour fixed by the Constitutions for the Election of Officers
having arrived, the Grand Master resigned the Chair to his Deputy,
who ordered a return of the voters present, and appointed the fol-.
lowing Brethren a Committee to collect, count and declare the votes,
viz :—Bros. Stetson, Fox, and Henry Warren.

The following Brethren were declared elected—the voting being
nearly unanimous :—

M. W. WiLLAM PARKMAN, of Boston, Grand Master.

R. W. WexpeLr T. Davis, of Greenfield, S. G. Warden.

¢  SorLoN THoORNTON, of Boston, J. G. Warden.

*¢  JonN McCLrLLAN, of Boston, G. Treasurer.
¢ CHas. W. Moork, of Boston, R. G. Secretary.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

R. W. Winslow Lewis, Wm. D. Coolidge, Samuel K. Hutchinson,
Benjamin Dean, Sereno D. Nickerson.

{The M. W. Grand Master, the Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, and Rec. G.
Secrelary, are ex-qficiss members of this Board.)

AUDITING COMMITTEER, :
R. W. Sereno D. Nickerson, Samuel P. Oliver, Solon Thornton.

The Grand Master having resumed the Chair, the Cqmmittaee on
Work submitted the following Report, which was adopted :—

The Committee appointed to inquire whether any, and if any, what
changes, have been made in the Work and Lectures as approved by
this Grand Lodge in 1862,

REPORT,
That they find the Work and Lectures now given by the Grand Lec-
tarers, to be substantially the same as approved by the Grand Lodge
in 1862.  Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES C. DAME, )
WM. S. GARDNER, |
WM. D. COOLIDGE, } Commitiee,
8. P. OLIVER, |
JOHN MC'CLELLAN, )
Boston, Dec. 14, 1864.

R. W. Brother Salmon submitted a majority Report in behalf of
the Committee on Amending the 1st Section, Article 5, Part I. of the
Constitutions. * R. W. Bro. Coolidge from the same Committee, also
submitted a minority Report, which, after discussion, was rejected,
.and the following was adopted, 86to 2:—

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of Massachusetls :—

Your Committee to whom was referred the proposed amendment to
Art .V, Sect. 1, of the Constitution of this Grand Lodge, having at-
tended to the duty assigned them, beg leave to submit the following

REPORT: .

We find that the clause under consideration requires that certain
Grand Officers shall be Past Masters, and-that the proposed amend-
ment is calculated to define explicitly what constitutes a Past Master
in this connection.

The subject has been agitated before in this Grand Lodge, although
not formally presented for action, since 1843, when the present Con-
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stitution, substantially, was adopted. The question first arising in the
Committee, was, who are Past Mastera?

This query has been put, and answered so many times, and always
the same way, that a consideration of it here, may be deemed a work
of supererogation on the part of the Committee, and so it would be, if
these uniform answers had led to uniform and corresponding results in
the action of Grand Lodges; but the records of the proceedings of
other Grand Lodges will show that this vexatious question has arisen
with them as well as with us, and we believe will continue to arise un-
til the proper interpretation of Past Master is made clear by the Con-
stitution of eachy

We quote from the publications of those *¢three great lights” in
Masonic literature, Bro. Moore in the East, Bro. Reynolds in the
West, and Bro. Mackey in the South, their recorded opinions on this
subject, and believe them to be in harmony with all Masonic writers of
any note.

In vol. 18, page 180, of the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, is pub=
lished the following queries of a correspondent :—

1. What constitutes a Past Master?

2. Does the receiving the degree of Past Master as conferred in the
Chapter do this?

8. If this be so, then is a Past Master so made thereby qualified,
all other things being equal, to fill the chair in a subordinate Lodge,

or an office in the Grand Lodge, one of the pre-requisites of which is,
that the officer shall be a Past Master.

In answer to the 1st query the editor says :—¢¢ But when so given,”
(referring to conferring the degree in 'the Chapter,) *¢it confers no
privileges that can as of right be asserted, or made available, in a
Lodge or Grand Lodge of Ancient Craft Masonry.” .

In answer to the 2d query he says:—*¢ Ancient Craft Masonry
gives another and more satisfactory answer in the following words :—
¢ A Brother who having been duly elected and installed, has served one term
as Master of a Lodge, working under the jurisdiclion and authority of some
Grand Lodge, is alone entitled to the rank and privileges of a Past Mas-
ter)” ’

¢¢ This answer says nothing of the Past Master's degree, for Ancient
Craft Masonry knows nothing of any such degree. Nevertheless, the
only answer which, as Ancient Craft Masonry, it can give to the in-
quiry of our correspondent, is, that a Past Master is a Brother who
baving been duly elected and installed, has presided as Master over
one of its Lodges.” -
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‘¢ It knows no other Past Masters than those who have served in the
capacity of presiding Masters of Lodges, which it has itself constituted
and authorized. This is the answer of Ancient Craft Masonry ; and it
is the only answer which a Grand Lodge, adhering strictly and literally
to the ancient rule and usage, can properly recognize. It is the only
answer known to the Grand Lodge of England, and so far as we are
informed, the only one known to any Grand Lodge, out of the United
States, organized on the basis of Ancient Craft Masonry, as understood
and practiced in this country and in England.”

In answer to the 3d query he says :—¢* Taking the rule, then, in its an-
cient strictness and true interpretation, as our stand-point, we answer
to this branch of the inquiry of our correspondent, as we have intima-
ted in another place, that the receiving of the Past Master's degree
in the Chapter does not invest the recipient with the official qualifi-
cation contemplated by the regulations of Ancient Craft Masonry, in
requiring that certain offices in the Grand Lodge shall be filled only
by Past Masters of Lodges.”

In the Masonic Trowel, dated Aug. 10, 1863, page 14, is an article
on the eligibility and qualifications of Grand Master, where may be
found the following language :—

¢ The long established usages of the Order have 8o fully determined
what constitutes the eligibility of persons to fill the office of Grand
Master, that in this country at least it may justly be regarded as one
of the landmarks, and from the universality of the principle, it is one
that cannot under any circumstances be removed ; and well would it
be for the credit of the Order were it as strictly and carefully con-
sidered,” &c.

*“As regards the eligibility of persons for the office, but little needs
be said, for the whole affair lies in a nutshell.”

¢¢ The only thing required, &c., is, that he shall be an actual Past
Master—an actual Past Master is one who has been duly elected to the
office of Worshipful Master at the regular annual election, and who
has been regularly qualified and installed, and served the full term of
office.”

In the Lexicon of Freemasonry, published by Albert Mackey, M. D.,
under the title ‘“ PAsT MASTER,” at page 239, we read :—*‘ The Past
Master of a Chapter is only a quasi Past Master; the true and legiti
mate Past Master is the one who has presided over a symbolic Lodge.'

These extracts give the substance of what has been written upon

10
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the subject during the past fifteen years, and seem fully and satisfacto- .
rily to answer the question arising in the Committee.

We next aimed to discover what was required by various Grand
Lodges in this country, as a qualification for election to office therein.
Much difficulty was here experienced in obtaining copies of the
Grand Constitutions, as our, Grand Lodge Library which contained
most if not all of them, was unfortunately destroyed by fire before your
Committee had arrived at this point in their labors; but enough have
been secured to show the rule which obtains in three-fourths of the
Grand Lodges in the United States. -

The language is not uniform, but in the States of Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, (from 1817 to 1843,) Rhode Isl-
and, New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Ohio, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Tennessee, Louisiana, California, and the Territories
of Nebraska and Colorado, the Grand Constitutions provide, in sub-
stance, that certain Grand Officers, in order to be eligible, shall have
passed the chair of some regulur Lodge.

The. Grand Constitutions of the States of North Carolina, Mississip-
pi, Wisconsin, Kansas and Massachusetts, (from 1843 to date,) sim-
ply say that Past Masters may be eligible to certain Grand Offices, while
the Grand Constitutions of the State of Connecticut and the District of
Columbia, are silent upon the point at issue.

The precise language used in the various States, will be found in the
extracts appended to this report, where will also appear the fact, that
in the States of R. Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Iowa, Illinois and
Tennessee, the additional requirement of passing the chair, within
their respective jurisdictions, is added.

No argument is needed to establish the position that the proposed
amendment is in accordance with the general custom in this country,
and also in conformity with the ancient custom of our own Grand
Lodge.

The Ancien! Charges which form the basis of government for the

irand Lodge of England, and which are published as a component
part of the Constitutions of many Grand Lodges in this country sus-
tain this position.

We come to the most important part of our duty, when required
to consider the expediency of the proposed change. The question nat-
urally arises, if the definition of Past Master in Grand Lodge is wel]
established, as would seem by the extracts heretofore given, what need
of any further explanation? And to this we are forced to reply, that
while the rule seems clear and explicit, the cuslom certainly does not
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conform to it; if the rule and custom are in conformity, why the call
for this amendment, and why the adoption of a similar provisiou in so
many of the Grand Lodges in the United States?

In the article at page 133 of vol. 13, of the Freemasons’ Monthly
Magazine, from which we have already quoted, the editor, with much
frankness, says:—

¢¢ Here again the practice is at variance with the rule, and the fiction
is accepted for the reality. The distinction between the Constilution-
al Past Master of the Lodges, and the quasi Past Master of the Chap-
ters, is lost sight of, and so general has this practice become in this
country, that any attempt to return to the strictness of the ancient
rule, would probably be attended with much difficulty, if not found to
be wholly impracticable. But with this we have nothing to do. Our
present business is with the rule and not with any erroneous practice
that has grown up under it.” Also on page 135, ‘Our individual
opinion favors a return to the old rule, being convinced that if -it were
strictly adhered to, our Grand Lodges would be far better officered
than they are at present.”

What was true in 1854, appears to be true now, and your Com-
mittee submit this extract as in accordance with their views, only
dissenting from so much of it, as quéstions the propriety and expedi-
ency of a *‘ return to the strictness of the ancient rule.”

We find that most of the Grand Lodges have returned to this strict-
ness of construction, as appears by their published Constitutions, writ-
ten in language not to be misunderstood ; and by letters from the Sec-
retaries of the Grand Lodges of N. Hampshire, Rhode Island, New
York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, we are informed that in each of
these States, the rule and practice are nof at variance. The G. Lodge
of Maine at its last annual session, adopted an amendment fimilar to
the one under consideration, and the Grand Master writes to us,
that the change was made to avoid any difficulty which might arise
from the claims of the quasi Past Masters of the Chapter.

We are of opinion that it is beneath the dignity of this Grand
Lodge to allow the question of expediency simply, to have the least
weight, when put in the balance against ancient usage and precedent.

To know the right, and honestly live up to it, should certainly be
considered the duty of every Mason, and the Grand Lodge should be
the exponent of this principle in all its acts.

Your Committee do not desire to comment on the past action of the
Grand Lodge, but in considering the subject submitted to them, they
were met at the outset by the fact, that the proposed amendment, if
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adopted, might be considered as affecting the position and standing of
some who have distinguished themselves and honored the Fraternity
by holding office in this Grand Lodge. We assume that one who has
filled an office in the Grand Lodge should be recognized as possessing
the necessary qualifications therefor ; hence we have added a clause to
‘the proposition as referred, fully endorsing all who have held office un-
der the Constitution in its present form. We believe that this *¢ sav-
ing clause” will obviate the objections of many who might otherwise be
opposed to the amendment.

Among other subjects considered by the Committee, was one per-
haps not regularly submitted to them, but one incidentally of much
importance, viz :—What Grand Officers shall be required to possess
the Past Master's qualification? On this point we find a diversity of
custom, some Grand Lodges applying it to their Grand Master and
Wardens, others to the District Deputy Grand Masters, and yet others
to every officer but the Grand Chaplain and Tyler. The ruleof this
Grand Lodge by the Constitution of 1817, applied it to the Grand Mas-
ter, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer, Re-
cording and Corresponding Grand Secretaries, District Deputy Grand
Masters, Grand Marshal and Grand Deacons.

The Ancient Charges of the Grand Lodge of England apply it to the
Deputy G. Master and Grand Wardens, exempting the Grand Master,
who must be *“ nobly born, or a gentleman of the best fashion, or some
eminent scholar,” &c., but in this country, where royalty is not held in
such high estimation, nearly every Grand Lodge requires that its Grand
Master shall have passed the chair of a subordinate Lodge.

In view of the lack of uniformity upon this subject, of the custom
prevailing in this Grand Lodge for the past twenty years, and what is
of more. importance in view of the ‘‘saving clause” before referred
to, we deem it inexpedient to apply the Past Master qualification to
any other number of Grand Officers than those named in the Consti-
tution, viz :—The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Treas-
urer, Recording and Corresponding Grand Secretaries, and District
Deputy G. Masters. An attempt to change any of these will not only
provoke discussion, but tend to defeat what your Committee believe
to be of vital importance, and which they now recommend as right,
and if right, then expedient, to wit:—

That the Constitution, as printed with the Proceedings for 1863,

" be amended by inserting after the words PasT MASTER, in the fourth
and fith lines of Article V., Section 1, the words, of a subordinate
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Lodge, under the jurisdiction of some Grand Lodge, or have kcrelofore
held one of the aforesaid offices in this Grand Lodge.

In conclusion permit us to say, that the result of careful research and
deliberation, culminates in the above amendment, which we hope
may cominend itself to all who do not desire ** fiction for reality™ in
this Grand Body.

Respectfully submitted.
T e
S. D. NICKERSON, Committee.
JOHN R. BRADFORD,
Boston, Dec. 14, 1864. .

Exlracts from the following Documents accompanied the Report : —
Constitution, Maine, 1863.
Constitation, New Hampshire.
By-Laws, Vermont, 1858.
Constitution, Massachusetts, 1817.
Constitution, Rhode Island, 1859.
Grand Secretary, Connecticut, 1864.
Constitution, New York, 1854.
Constitution, New Jersey, 1861.
Grand Secretary, Pennsylvania, 1864.
Constitation, Delaware, 1860.
Constitution, Ohio, 1860.
’Consﬁtution. Illinois, 1863.
Constitation, Indiana, 1863.
By-Laws, Iowa, 1854.
Constitution, Tennessee, 1859.
Constitution, Louisiana, 1858.
Constitution, California, 1857.
Constitution, Nebraska, 1857.
Constitution, Colorado, 1863.
Constitution, North Carolina, 1851.
Constitution, Mississippi, 1858.
Constitution, Wisconsin, 1858.
Constitution, Kansas, 1856.
Constitution, District of Columbia, 1851.
Constitution, Georgia, 1858.

From Report of Committee on Foreign Correspondence, Brother
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Albert Pike, Chairman, on the nature of P. M. Degree, Arkansas,
1854.

Extracts from Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, Vol. IV., page 65
and 102; Vol. X., page 260; Vol. XIII., page 129 and 199; Vol.

XYV., page 185 and 209; Vol. XVII., page 62; Vol. XVIIL., page
867.

Masonic Trowel, Aug. 10, 1863, page 14.

Mackey's Lexicon of Freemasonry, edition of 1859, page 338.

There being no further business, the Grand Lodge was closed in
ample form, at 6 o’clock.



COMMUNICATION, DEc. 27, A. L. 5864.

A Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts

was held at Freemasons' Hall, No. 10 Summer street, Boston, on Tues-
day, Dec. 27, A. L. 5864.

PRESENT.
M. W. WrLLiaM PAREMAN, G. Master.
R. W. Charles C. Dame, D. G. M.
¢ William 8. Gardner, S. G. W.
“ G. Washington Warren, J. G. W. pt.
‘¢  John McClellan, G. Treasurer.
¢ Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary,
¢ Charles L. Woodbury, C. G. Secretary,
W. Rev. William R. Alger, G. Chaplain.
¢ Samuel P. Oliver, S. G. D. :
¢ William D. Stratton, G. Marshal.
o Wm W. Wheildon,

¢ Henry Tabor, G. Stewards.
¢ Lovell Bicknell,

¢ F.J.Foss, .
€ Henry L. den’ ; G. Pursuivants.

s« E. D. Bancroft,
P "’ K- Hayward, iG. I&ctml‘!.

DISTRICT DEPUTIES.

R. W. 8. D. Nickerson, District No. 1
¢“  William F. Salmon, ¢  No. 8.
¢« J. P. Lovell, ¢ No. b.
¢  Rev. J. W. Dadmun, ¢ No. 6.
¢ Rev. R. 8. Pope, ¢ No. 8,
¢¢  Solon Thornton, ¢ No. 11,
*  Newell A, Thompson, “ No. 12,

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form by the R. W. Dep. Gr.
Master, at 7 o’clock, P. M. Prayer by Rev. J. W. Dadmun. After
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which the Dep. Grand Master, having stated the business to be the In-
stallation of the officers elect for the ensuing year, resigned the chair
to R. W. Past Grand Master Coolidge, who appointed the R. W.
Bros. Train, Wells, Pope, A. A. Dame, Baker and Bradford, a com-
mittee to introduce the Grand Master elect for Installation. The M.
'W. Brother, Wm. Parkman, Esq., of Boston, was accordingly intro-
duced and Installed and proclaimed Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts for the year ensuing. The elected officers were
then Installed by the M. W. Grand Master.

The Grand Master then announced his Appointments for the ensu-
ing year, and, at his request, the R. W. Brother Coolidge installed
the Appointees into their respective offices, as follows :—

R. W, Charles C. Dame, of Newburyport, Deputy Grund Master.
Charles L. Woodbury, of Boston, Correspondiug Grand Secretary.

“
W. Rev. William R. Alger, of Boston,
' Rev, William S. Studley, of Boston, E G. Chaplains.
“

William D. Stratton, of Boston, Grand Marshal.
‘*  Henry W. Muzxzey, of Cembridge, Grand Sword Bearer.
“  BSamuel P, Oliver, of Boston, Senior Grand Deacon,
%  Henry Mulliken, of Brookline, Junior Grand Deacoa.
John A. Goodwin, Lowell,

"
“ H. Tabor, 2d, New Bedford
“  Lovell Bickuell, of East Weymouth, }G""" Stewards,
*  F. L. Winship, Brighton,

% F.J. Foss, of Malden, :
%  Henry L. ’Dulton. of Boston, } Grand Pursuivants.

« E.D. B-ucron! of Groton Junction,
‘ L. H, Gamwel, of Pittsfield, Grand Lecturers.
% J. K. Hayward, of Bouston,

“  Horace G. Barrows, of Boston, Grand Organist. v
4 William H, Kent, of Charlestown, Grand Chorister.
“  Ebea F. Gay, of Boston, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS,

R. W. Jemes A. Fox, of Boston, District No. 1
4 William Sutton, of Salem, . “ 2
*  W. F. Salmon, of Lowell, “ 3.
% H. C. Skinner, of Milford, “ 4
“  J. P, Lovell, of East Wegmouth, “ 8.
“  Rev. J. W. Dadinun, of Roxbury, u“ 6.
“ L. W, Lovell, of Bridgewater, “ 7.
“  Rev. R. 8. Pope, of Hyannis, “ 8.
“ Heury Chickering, of Pittsfield, L] 9.
“  David W. Crafts, of Northampton, “ 10.
“  Wm, E. Parmenter, ot West Cambridge, “ 1L
“  Newell A. Thompeon, ot Boston, " ‘12
4 George H Kendall, Deputy, Valparaiso, for Chili, 8. A, 13
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COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY,
Winslow Lewis, J. H. Sheppard, W. S. Gardner,

COMMITTEE ON CHARITY.
8. H. Gregory, William Read, E. F. Gay, L. L. Tarbell, Edward Stearns.

The usual proclamation was made by the Grand Marshal.
The M. W. Grand Master then read his Annual Address.

ADDRESS.

BRETHREN—With the ceremonies of Installation just completed,
the labors of the present year are closed and another page of history
is added to the time honored records of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts. Through your kind preferences, my Breth-
ren, I have been for the third time called to the highest Masonic hon-
or, and be assured I am deeply impressed with the honor and re-
sponsibility, and I most sincerely thank you. Before I shall lay be-
fore you the account of my stewardship, I ask you, one and all, indi-
vidually and collectively, to join with me in aspirations of devout grat-
itude to Almighty God for the unnumbered blessings we have been
permitted to enjoy—while war—terrible fratricidal, bloody and wick-
ed, has divided our beloved country and shaken its institutions to
their very foundations—while our relations North and South have
been broken asunder and almost destroyed—while many portions of
our land have been suffering from invasion, we have been permitted
by the blessings of God to quietly meet undisturbed either by invasion
or the horrors of war; we have been allowed to assemble around
our altars and pursue the blessed mission of our Institution secure in
social peace and free of harm. We have been blessed with a success
hitherto unequalled—and an accession of numbers altogether unpar-
alleled in a new, and more especially in an old established jurisdic-
tion like this of ours.

Our accession of numbers has been from the best portions of the
commaunity ; and all the old Lodges as well as new, have been doing
a large, and as I have reason to believe, a safe business. A spirit of
harmony pervades our whole jurisdiction and more than ordinary
courtesy exists among the country Lodges. The year has been full
of history to us! Never since the establishment of our Institution in
this country has there been such large accessions -to our numbers.
Men of all ranks, but more especially from the active business walks
and the higher social relations are pressing forward and asking to join
our standard—while it blei:omes us to encourage all truly good men,
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who have a clear, fair, unblemished reputation and character, by giving
whem a membership, it also becomes the imperative duty of every earn-
est and true-hearted Brother, to carefully guard the approaches to our
sanctuary—admit no man of a bad or even questionable reputation—
for such only seek us for selfish ends ; and however worthy or other-
wise influential, they are simply notorious, and will always be found
to deceive the moment they are admitted to our confidence.

It is my earnest exhortation to you, one and all, to use extreme
caution in your adnissions; do not fpr any one in any way lessen
the highest possible standard of moral excellence to be demanded of
a candidate before passing our portals.

In this connection let me observe there is existing a misapprehen-
sion about rejected candidates—some Brethren think they may have
permission from another Lodge. This is not so. No candidate can
be proposed to any other Lodge afler rejection—unless upon the re-
commendation of the Master, Wardens and three Brethren of the Lodge
where he was rejected. This is an imperative law. Permission can-
not be given, it must be a recommendation.

During the year, I have been in constant personal intercourse with
the officers of most Lodges, and that intercourse has been a source
of very great satisfaction; the utmost courtesy and good will—the
strongest loyalty to the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, and the most
earnest desire to pursue the right has been manifest in every Brother
who has sought me for advice ; and it has left a deep impression upon
my mind as to the sure growth of our principles when the fact ap-
pears, that in no single instance during the year, has an unkind or
un-Masonic word or sentiment been expressed by those who have
sought advice from me as Grand Master. .

All the Lodges now under Dispensation are in a flourishing con-
dition ; and every one will be likely to grow, and in due time will no

- doubt be honored with Charters. Without invidious distinction, I
would observe that upon a visit to Amity Lodge, of Danvers,—since
constituted,—made during the summer, I was most agreeably sur-
prised at the absolute perfection with which the ritual was given—
and the efficiency of every officer. This Lodge during the year of
dispensation initiated no less than forty-three in number.

Oct. 11, I made a visit to Wm. Parkman Lodge, of Winchester,—
and though under Dispensation, and only a few months old, the Bret’
ren with a most commendable liberality and perseverance have fitte
a beautiful hall and ante-room in the most tasty manner. The wor’
and ritual was beautifully presented, and the accessions brought in
are just such ashlars as will tend to beautify our Temple.
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"A few days since in company with several Grand Officers, we made
a visit to Hope Lodge, of Gardner, now under Dispensation; this
Lodge’s Dispensation is dated February 17, and had but seven peti-
tioners. Since then they have conferred the degrees upon twenty-
three candidates, and are doing well. The work exhibited was abso- -
lutely the most perfect I have ever scen; all the officers are excellent
workmen and skillful lecturers; and no Brother is permitted to be ad-,
vanced from one degree to another until he can pass a critical exami- )
nation in presence of the assembled Lodge; a most excellent provi-
sion, which is earnestly commended to all Lodges, both old and new,
and which will be found to largely advance the interest of every
Lodge in which it may be adopted.

Army Lodges, though doing less the past than former years, are
all doing work ; and what is doing, so far as I can learn, is well per-
formed. These Army Lodges are found to be a source of great Ma-
sonic pleasure to those who are permitted to enjoy their Communica-
tions.

DEGREES BY DISPENSATION.

The great prosperity of our Institution, and the vast numbers seek-
ing admission thereto, has occasioned a call for Dispensations so
great, as to cause very deep solicitude and anxiety in the minds of
many, as to granting this means of initiation under any circumstances
whatever. '

It will be observed that although I have in] every single case this
past year insisted the name should be presented at the regular Com-
munications, yet the large number of one hundred and fifty-six Dis-
pensations has been granted by your Grand Master alone.

This has occasioned me a good deal of solicitude and earnest
thought, for I am fully satisfied that such accessions as come to us by
Dispensation, are far less valuable than would be the like number pre-
sented in the ordinary way. Few 'of them become affiliated and con-
tributing members—while most of them go immediately abroad—and
at once assume our extended useful connection with men of every
sect, country and language ; always obtaining what little of the Ritual
they may, from the body initiating them at a cost of an extra meeting,
which, with us in Boston, is quite equal to the whole sum of admis-
sion. I would respectfully suggest for consideration some such reg-
ulation as this : —From and after date no person shall hereafter receive
the three degrees of Freemasonry by Dispensation, except upon pay-
ment of ten dollars for the three degrees, if at one time ; or the sum
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of four dollars for each degree so received separately—the abdve
named fee in addition to the regular fees for degrees in the Lodge
where proposed ; and one half of such extra fee to be paid into the
hands of the District Deputy for the use of the M. W. Grand Lodge.

DISTRICT DEPUTIES.

To the District Deputies are due my most sincere thanks for their
*fidelity, zeal and untiring watchfulness of the important trusts com=
mitted to their hands. The duties in every District have been much
larger than in any former year; but they have been performed in ev-
ery case in the most satisfactory manner. Many of the Districts
have become by recent additions considerably enlarged, but such is
the prompt and efficient action of my excellent co-workers, that with
two single exceptions, every Lodge has had the pleasure and honor
of an official visit once, and many have twice, and some more often.
Among the country Lodges a custom is obtaining of inviting upon
visitations, delegations of the Brethren from neighboring Lodges to
be present; it is an excellent custom, and productive of great good ;
and while it always promotes social feelings—the fact that upon
these occasions many assemble around the social board and break
bread together, warms and stimulates all to higher and more earnest
action.

The Reports of the Deputiesare all full, explicit and complete ; and,
where all are so excellent, special mention may be deemed invidious.
I have, therefore, submitted them all for your examination, and they
will be printed at length in our Annual Proceedings. I trust, my
Brethren, you will one and all, feel equally grateful with me to the
Deputies when you shall carefully examine those excellent Reports,
which will inform you how every Lodge in our jurisdiction is work-
ing. I herewith submit for your inspection-a detailed report of the
work of the year.

OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

In this department our correspondence is very limited. Our rela-
tions with all the Grand Lodges are pleasant, and we are in receipt of
the Annual Proceedings of every Grand Lodge in the United States.
They are placed upon the shelves of our Library, subject to the peru-
sal of any Brother who may desire to inspect them. They are full
of information, but mostly of a local character, and I have deemed it
wiser to so refer the Brethren than to present extracts therefrom.
To our sister Grand Lodge of Maine, we have respectfully referred
in another connexion.
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A BYNOPSIS OF WORK.
‘We have now under our jurisdiction,

Chartered Lodges, ) 180
Lodges under Dispensation, 16
Army Lodges, . 11

Total, 157

I have granted Dispensations for those who have been proposed at
Regular Communications ; in all cases of the Lodges, one hundred
and forty-six.

Dupenutnons to residents now out of the Sute, to receive the de-
grees in other jurisdictions, four.

Initiations in Districts one to twelve,

1—252. 2—211. 3—217. 4—116. 5—156. 6—146. 7—185.
8—97. 9-—-179. 10—150. 11—223. 12—405.

Under jurisdiction, 134—making a total of 2,473—and Army re-
tarns, not yet in, probably 75; making in round numbers above
twenty-five hundred.

Our whole number affiliated in Massachusetts, twelve thousand and
upwards. For detailed condition of Lodges see District Deputies Re-
ports.

OFVICIAL VISITS.

Jan. 4. Public Installation of the Officers of Liberty Lodge, Bev-
erly.

Jan. 16. Visited Pequossette Lodge, Watertown.

Jan. 20. Visited Wyoming Lodge.

Jan. 26. Public Installation of the Officers of Ashler Lodge, Rock-
port. .

Mareh. Visited Warren Lodge, Amesbury.

August. Visited Starr King Lodge, Salem, under Dispensation.

Aug.9. YVisited Amity Lodge, Danvers, under Dispensation.

Aug. 81. Visited Merrimac Lodge, Haverhill. .

Sept. Visited Old Colony Lodge.

Oc. 10. In company with Bro. Moore, by invitation of the Dis-
trict Deputy, we visited St. Paul's Lodge at Groton. It was the oc-
casion of the Annual visit of the District Deputy, which, agreeably
to the custom with this Lodge, takes place in the day-time—the
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Lodge being assembled at high-twelve at the Old Tavern at Groton—
always partake of an annual old fashioned substantial dinner.

Upon this occasion the ceremonies were of a peculiar and interest-
ing character ; many old Masonic Brothers were present, and after
partaking of the substantial food a very delightful hour was passed
in listening to the reminiscences of olden times. The Lodge was
then formed and proceeded in a body to Masonic Hall near by,
where we witnessed an exhibition of the Master’s degree, which was
conferred in a style of peculiar excellence—reflecting great credit up-
on the present officers, for the fidelity with which the ritual and cere-
monial was given. Though dating as far back as 1797, none of the
ancient fire is lost. The old members were literally there, and the

" good old custom is still retained for the Senior Deacon or some offi-
cer to take the new initiate and personally introduce him to every
Brother present.

Upon the evening of the same day, we visited Caleb But.ler Lodge,
at Groton Junction—this is an offspring from St. Paul's, and is a wor-
thy daughter of a most excellent parental example.

Both of these Lodges are largely indebted to Br. Bancroft for their
proficiency—and he is rewarded for his faithful labors by the fact that .
the two Lodges in his native town are a model for the most exact im-
itation.

Oct. 11. Visited Wm. Parkman Lodge, Winchester.

Nov. 1, Visited Tyrian Lodge, Gloucester.

Nov. 9. Public Installation of Officers of Meridian Lodge, Nat-
ick.

Nov. 11. Visited Winslow Lewis Lodge, Boston, with District
Deputy.

Mov. 15. Visited Belmont Lodge, Belmont, under Dispensation.

Nov. 17. Public Installation of Officers of Rural Lodge, Quincy.

Nov. 20. Visited Mount Vernon Lodge, and installed the Offi-
cers.

Dec. 1. Visited Mount. Vernon Lodge, of Malden. A public
presentation of a beautiful Banner, by the ladies of Malden.

Dec. 6. Visited Hope Lodge, of Gardner, under Dispensation.

Dec. 8. Public Installation of the Officers of Blue Hill Lodge,
South Canton.

Dec. 17. Public Installation of the Officers of Germania Lodge,
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Boston, now nine years old, and in excellent condition. The Lodge
is working in the German language.

In addition to the foregoing named visits, I have, as far as my
time would permit, visited the Lodges in and about Boston, making
about forty visits additional during the past year.

THE GRAND LODGE HAVE BEEN' PRESENT AT FUNERALS.

June 9. R.W. J. B. Hammatt, P. G. Warden.

July 19. R. W. P. Stearn Davis, Past Master of Putnam Lodge,
East Cambridge.

Aug. 4. R. W. Past Grand Master E. A. Raymond.

At the Quarterly Session in September last, appropriate action was
taken on the above.

There have been granted the following

DISPENSATIONS FOR NEW LODGES.

Dec. 28, 1863. Doric Lodge, Feltonville. Philip E. Mallay, W.
M.—W. C. Hardem, S. W.—A. R. Graves, J. W., and 12 others.

Jan. 18, 1864. Parkman Lodge of Instruction, at Newburyport,
made up from members of St. Mark and St. John's Lodges.

Feb. 17. Hope Lodge, at Gardner. Charles Heywood, W. M.—
H.C.Hill, S. W.—Edward L. Sawyer, J. W., and 4 others.

March 4. May Flower Lodge, Middleboro’. J. Shaw, W. M.—
C. H. Carpenter, S. W.—R. B. Bgrnes, J. W., and 5 others.

March 8. Belmont Lodge. Wm. B. Bothomly, W. M.—Wm.
W. Mead, S. W.—O. M. Homer, J. W., and 8 others.

March 11. Roswell Lee Lodge, Springfield. E. W. Clarke, W.
M.—Isaac D. Gibbens, S. W.—W. T. Ingraham, J. W,, and 9
others. :

April 13. Starr King Lodge, Salem. Geo. H. Pierson, W. M.—
Dana Z. Smith, S. W.—Joel F. Brown, J. W., and 19 others.

May 9. Wm. Parkman Lodge, Winchester. Albion R. P. Joy,
W. M.—James F. Stone, S. W.—Abijah Thompson, 3d, J. W., and
17 others.

Moy 24. St. James Lodge, Mansfield. W.G. Allen, W.M.—W,
B. Bates, S. W.—Wm. Graves, J. W., and 20 others.

July 4. Star Lodge, Athol. A. Atwood, W.M.—D. W. Hough-
ton, 8. W.—O. C. Knox, J. W., and 23 others. .
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July 14. United Lodge, Huntington. Joseph Hutchinson, W.
M.—B. F. Field, S. W.—E. H. Lathrop, J. W., and 15 others.

July 15. North Star, Ashland. E. Holbrook, W. M.—J. E.
King, S. W.—J H. Balcom, J. W., and 13 others.

Aug.12. John T. Heard Lodge, Ipswich. Jobn R. Baker, W.
M.—Jas. H. Lakeman, S. W.—John S. Glover, J. W., and 10 oth-
ers.

Sept. 80. Fraternal Army Lodge—Dispensation renewed for one
year.

Dee. 16. Saggahew Lodge, Haverhill. James E. Gale, W. M.—
Daniel Fitts, S. W.—Charles W. Chase, J. W., and 24 others.

The following are the

CHARTERS GRANTED BY GRAND LODGE.

Jon. 5, 1864. Tuscan Lodge, Lawrence. Constituted and In-
stalled the Officers.

March 15. Blue Hill Lodge, South Canton. Constituted and In
stalled the Officers.

Morch 18. Mount Olivet Lodge, Cambridge. Constituted and
Installed the Officers.

March 21. Pioneer Lodge, Somerset. Constituted and Installed
the Officers.

June 20. Eden Lodge, Ware. Constituted and Installed the Of-
ficers. :

Sept. 14. Amity Lodge, Danvers. Constituted and Installed the
Officers.

PUBLIC DEDICATIONS OF NEW HALLS.

Jan. 5, 1864. Dedicate.d a new Hall at Lawrence, to be occupied
by Tuscan Lodge and other Masonic Bodies. A very beautiful room,
tastefully decorated and furnished with a beautiful organ.

March 16. Dedicated a new Hall at South Canton, to be occu-
pied by Blue Hill Lodge. Very small but very neat and appropriate.

March 18. Dedicated a new Hall at Cambridge, to be occupied
by Mount Olivet Lodge. Fitted up expressly for them and very com-
modious. .

March 21. Dedicated s new Hall at Somerset. A small room,
very neatly and appropriately fitted up—reflects great credit upon
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this new Lodge just established, who have erected it at their own
cost.

June 15. Dedicated a new Hall, with commodious ante-rooms,
for Hiram Lodge, at West Cambridge.

MNov. 8. Dedicated a new Hall, and very commodious suits of
apartments, for Union Lodge, of Dorchester. The occasion was one
of great interest as several very old Masons were present; some of
whom have been members of that Lodge more than fifty years.

LOSS OF FREEMASONS’ HALL BY FIRE.

Upon the night of April fifth, last past, & destructive fire broke out
in the Winthrop House, immediately under the stairway leading to the
Masonic Apartments. The fire was discovered about 11 o'clock, by
Bro. Geo. Pike, deputy Superintendent. He, with two other Breth-
ren, were just leaving the building for the night; an alarm was im-
mediately given to the people in the Winthrop House ; but the flames
spread with such rapidity, that not a single person passed over the
stairway into the Masonic Apartments, after the alarm. In about
three hours the whole building was consumed, and in place of our
beautiful Halls and convenient fixtures, which were left over night,
the morning found us with only a heap of smouldering and blackened
ruins.

With the exception of the contents of the Grand Lodge safe, every-
thing was either burned, lost or destroyed.

All our splendid Regalias, Pictures, Library, Memorials, and our
Organs, one of which cost alone $1800; all, all, in one common ruin,
and with a loss to the fraternity of uninsured property not less than
$75,000. This was a heavy blow, not only upon the Grand Lodge,
but upon the Masonic bodies of Boston.

But our ardor was not dampened nor our hope for a moment dark-
ened; by eight o’elock the next morning, through the kindness of
our Bro. Odd Fellows, who kindly placed their apartments at our dis-
posal, we were enabled to hold our meetings without interruption.  °

On the eighth of April we leased our present apartments, and in
the short space of fourteen days they were fitted and ready for occu-
pancy ; and from the twenty-fourth of April, all Masonic Communi-
cations have been held in these very commodious apartments.

In this connexion I would acknowledgh the receipt of a letter of
sympathy from our Worshipful Bro. W. P. Preble, Grand Master of
Maine, and with it & valuable bundle of pamphlets, to which I return-

‘12
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ed a snitable reply. Also a letter from Holland Lodge, of New York
city ; a very kind offer from Bro. S. C. Lawrence, in behalf of Trustees
of Nassau Hall, and also an Official Communication from the Trus-
tees of Old Fulton Hall, offering in the most generous manner their
respective Halls, and accommodations; to all of which suitable re-
plies were returned. To our sister Institution of Odd Fellows we are
largely indebted, for they not only offered in the most unqualified
manner their very commodious Halls, when unoccupied by them-
selves, but tendered us the use of their smaller apartments at any and
all times ; offering to arrange their own meetings at such times as
should most convenience the Masonic Institution ; and for which they
merit, and have, in the most public manner, my unqualified and sin-
cere thanks, as I know they will have the thanks of our Fraternity.

OUR NEW HALL.

Your Board of Directors have selected a plan for the outside of the
new Masonic Hall, designed by Mr. Wheelock, an Architect of Bos-
ton; it is at once unique, chaste and beautiful; and upon our very
excellent site will form an ornament which will be not only a beauty
to the eye of all the community, but a matter of just pride to mem-
bers of our beloved Institution. The foundations have been securely
laid and finished ; and upon the fourteenth of October last, the Cor-
ner-Stone was laid with imposing ceremonies, calling out one of the
largest and most elegant Masonic displays ever witnessed on this
continent. .

Your Directors propose to proceed with the erection as soon as the
unsettled state of the prices of building material will permit us to
make contracts with safety. A complete description of the laying of
this corner-stone will appear in the Annual Proceedings of this Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge, and to that I refer for the details.

OUR CHARITIES. .

This all important branch of Masonic duty has the past year re-
ceived your continued and earnest attention.

Atevery Quarterly Communication of this Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge you have placed to the credit of your Charity Committees lib~
eral supplies of money, which has been carefully, and, as I believe,
in all cases, judiciously dispensed. Many new cases have been
brought to the notice of yolir Committees, and, whenever the case of
a proper applicant has been presented in writing, vouched for by the
Master and Wardens of the nearest Lodge to the place of residence of
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the applicant, or if so vouched by some known Brother, it has been
promptly laid before the Committee, and has received substantial aid
and assistance. Many a weary old Brother has found this Masonic
field in which he labored in his early life, in his age and time of need,
yielded him a rich harvest ; many a needy traveller, sick and among
strangers, have found a friendly hand to help, and often furnish the
means to send him to his destination.

The widow and orphan have not been forgotten. They have been
blessed with our help, and kind sympathy. And in these Charities
there is a double blessing to them whom kind Providence has permit-
ted to be stewards of his bounty.

It is a fair tradition, one of old,

That, at the Gate of Heaven called Besutiful,
The souls of those to whom we ministered
On earth shall greet us as we eater in

‘With grateful records of those lowly deeds
Of Christian Charity wherewith frail man
Proflers bis humble loan unto the Lord.

May we not so believe, since He hath said

That, inasmuch as it was done to one

Of those His little ones, 't was done to Him ?

Oh, think, if this be true, how many eyes

Whose weeping thou hast stilled shall glisten there ;
How many hearts whose barden thou hast shared,
And heavy feet whose steps were turned by thee
Back to their homes, elastic through the joy

Of new found hope, and sympsthy and love,

8hall welcome thee within the Gates of Bliss,—
The Golden City of Jerusalem. :

OUR PROSPECTS

Are cheering. We hope, nay, we know, we shall go forward with
confidence and joy-——we are a unit} and while we have undertaken
this great work, let us all remember that with one purpose, with one
mind, one wish, the desire and will to help each other, our work shall
go bravely on.

‘While we work let us all remember to be thankful to our Heavenly
Father for all our blessings, and that in good time, with patience and
perseverance, all our’ hopes shall be fully accomplished. That this
may be, let us all earnestly pray. So meta it be.
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On motion of R. W. Bro. Gardner, it was
Poted, That the printing of the Constitutions in the next publica-
tion of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, be dispensed with.

R. W. Brother Coolidge offered the following Resolutions, which
were accepted :—

It having pleased the Almighty Disposer of events to remove from
this life our R. W. and Rev. Brother Huntoon, of Canton, a Past
Grand Warden of this Grand Lodge, we desire to place upon our
Records a tribute of respect, however imperfect it may be, to his
memory.

He received the degrees in St. John's Lodge, in this city, about the
year 1819, and from that time until his death, a term of more than
forty years, was a much beloved and honored member of our Fra-
ternity. )

His Masonic Addresses were numerous, and several of them print-
ed. On the 4th of July, 1825, he delivered the Oration, on the occa-
sion of laying, in Masonic form, the Corner-Stone of the Court House
at Dedham, in the County of Norfolk ; and in the year 1842, he pro-
nounced a Eulogy on the life and character of the Rev. Thaddeus
Mason Harris, Past Grand Chaplain and Historiographer of the Grand
Lodge. This last named duty, he performed by invitation of the
Grand Lodge, in their presence, and in presence also of the widow,
family and friends of the deceased.

In the course of his life he sustained, with honor to himself, many
Masonic places of trust. In the years 1849, 1850, and 1851, he pre-
sided over the Grand Chapter ; and, at an earlier period, held the of-
fice of District Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Chaplain in the
Grand Lodge ; and, subsequently, was elected Sen. Grand Warden
of this Grand Lodge.

In all the relations of life he has left an example worthy of imita-
tion. His genial temper, affable manners, urbanity, and kindness of
heart, secured to him the respect and affection of a large circle of
friends, who, while they mourn his loss, are consoled in the belief,
that he is now among those, of whom it is said,—*‘‘ Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord.” Therefore

-Resolved, Thatin the death of R. W. Rev. Bro. Benjamin Hun-
toon, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and the Fraternity of Free-
masons, have sustained the Joss of one dearly beloved and most deeply
respected ; and, while we mourn his removal, we feel grateful that he
was spared to us so long; and that we will ever cherish the memory
of his virtues, and exemplary character,
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Resolved, That this Preamble and Resolutions be entered on the Re-
cords of the Grand Lodge, and a copy of the same be communicated
to his family.

THOMAS TOLMAN.
‘WM. D. COOLIDGE.
J. W. DADMUN.

There being no farther business, the Grand Lodge was closed in
ample form, at half-past 9 o'clock, when the Brethren present, moved
in procession to the Banqueting Hall, where they spent an agreeable
bour in celebrating the Festival of their Patron Saint.



REPORTS OF DISTRICT DEPUTIES.

FIRST DISTRICT.

To the Most Worshipful WiLL1aM PARKMAN, Grand Master-of Masons
sn Massachusetts,—

I have the honor to submit my Report, as District Deputy Grand
Master of the First Masonic District, for the year which has just
closed.

I have officially visited every Lodge in the District; and, as requir-
ed by the Constitutions, have inspected their By-Laws, Records, and
mode of Work.

I have also received the Annual Returns from each of said Lodges,
and, on the 18th of November last, transmitted the same to the R.
W. Grand Treasurer, together with all fees, due to M. W, Grand
Lodge, from them.

The number of initiations has been very large, but the returns show
that all who have applied have not been admitted, and I am of opin-
ion that due care has generally been observed, and that the additions
thus made to our ranks have been of such a character as to reflect
honor upon our Ancient Institution.

The Lodges in the District are all, in my judgment, in excellent
condition,

In all my visits, I have been extremely gratified to observe the
same spirit prevailing ; the most ready acknowledgment of entire loy-
alty to the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, and an earnest effort to
do everything possible to promote the good of Masonry in general,
and of the respective Lodges in particular.

During the early part of the year, many applications for Dispensa-
tions to confer two or more degrees at one meeting, were granted.

I have, however, always expressed the opinion that it was desirable
to waive the Constitutional provisions on this subject only in the most
extreme cases. The Worshipful Masters of the District have gener-
ally agreed with me in this opinion, and I am happy to be able to re-
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port that, during the last six months of the year, only two or three
Dispensations have been applied for.

My visits have been to me, personally, & source of very great pleas.
ure, not only on account of the great cordiality and overflowing hos-
pitality with which I have always been received, but also on account
of the excellence of the Work, and the truly Masonic spirit exhibit-
ed on every occasion.

I shall always remember, with pride and pleasure, my connection

with the Lodges of the First Masonic District.
. Very respectfully and fraternally, yours,
SERENO D. NICKERSON,
D. D. G. M., First Masonic District.
Boston, Dec. 17, 1864.

SECOND DISTRICT.
Tothe M. W. Wn. Parxman, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of

Massachusells, —

In closing another year of my official duties as District Dep~
uty Grand Master for the Second Masonic District, I have the honor
berewith, respectfully, to submit my Fifth Annual Repoft.

I have during the past year visited, officially or otherwise, every
Lodge in my District, whenever and as often as my presence was
deemed useful or necessary for the encouragement of their officers,
or the promotion of their welfare. Everywhere I have been receiv-
ed with that fraternal kindness and cordiality which is the distinguish-
ing characteristic of the true Mason, and everywhere I have found
the Brethren zealous and loyal.

The number of Lodges in my District, as you are aware, is eleven,
working under Charfers. To these, two have recently been added
by Dispensation ; one, located in the old and thriving town of Ipswich,
and the other in the city of Salem. I am happy to add, that these are
in faithful hands, and I anticipate for them a prosperous future.

The number of affiliated members of the Lodges in the District is
1155, and the number of initiates, the past year, is 253. These two
facts will indicate to you, more clearly than any words of my own, the
present healthy and prosperous condition of the Lodges under my
charge. And when I add, that to the best of my information and be-
lief, *¢all due care and dilligence,” and a just discrimination, have
been exercised in the selection and admission of candidates, I have
said all that need be said, in this particular, in justice to the faithful-
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ness of the officers of these Lodges, and to insure for them your per-
sonal thanks, and the continued confidence of the M. W. Grand

It will be gratifying to you to learn, as it is peculiarly so for me to
say, that the good old Masonic custom ,of *‘ reciprocal visits” among
the Lodges has been revived, and has obtained, to a very considera-
ble extent, throughout the District, with the most gratifying results.
They have brought the Brethren *¢ together in unity,” and while they
have made them personally acquainted with each other, they have
contributed to rekindle and re-vivify the latent fire of fraternal love,
in the hearts of all. But beyond this, they afford the Brethren an
opportunity for an agreeable and profitable interchange of thoughts
and opinions—*‘ to take counsel together”—to compare their work,
and to discuss such minor topics of usage and government, as are es-
sential to the right-management and well-being of their respective
Lodges. So much importance do I attach to this practice, that I re-
commend it to the consideration of the Lodges in other Districts.

With many thanks for the repeated honors I have received at your
hands, and at those of your honored predecessor, and with my best
wishes for your individual happiness, and the continued prosperity of
the M. W. Gand Lodge, over which you so worthily preside,

I am, fraternally yours, WILLIAM SUTTON.

Salem, Dec. 14, 1864. :

THIRD DISTRICT.

To M. W, Wu. Parkuan, Grand Master of Masons in Massachu-
sells,—
The term for which you appointed me as District Deputy in the
Third District, is drawing near to its close, and I am reminded that
you expect an account of my stewardship, thereby enabling you to
judge of the condition of the Lodges under my special charge.-

I have visited each of the twelve Lodges at least once during the
year, some of them several times, and have to report, that while some
consider themselves, and may be considered as better than others in
many respects, all are earnestly striving to stand in the front rank, and
each shows an improvement since the last- year; it would therefore be
invidious to particularize, and it is with great pleasure that I say they
are all in excellent condition, and only need a better average atlead-
ance, to make them illustrate my idea of what Lodges ought to be.
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The following table, giving the whole number of members, number
present at time of official visit, number of initiates, number of rejec-
tions, &c., will show at a glance the standing of the Lodges, as regards
work and attendance,
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St. Paul’s, ® Ins. Oct. 11. 20 12 6 4
Corinthian, 8. Nov. 22. 18 0 11 (1)
Aurora, t Nov.21.| ! 48 10 16 16
Merrimack, Ins. g\'ov 2. ] 79 10 30 18
Pentucket, Ins. Oct, 20. | ¢ 39 2 29 15
St. Matthew’s, Ins, t S. Nov. 17. 12 0 12 3
Grecian, S. Nov. 18. - 80 6 80 9
Ancient York, Ins, Oct. 26. | - 87 10 23 7
Caleb Butler, ¢ S. Oct. 11. 22 10 7 4
Wilder, 0 Sept. 27, | 84 9 18 4
John Haneock, t Oct. 27. | 20 0 19 1
Tuscan, t Sept. 12. | 28 7 2 | 6

1201/ 382 | 76 | 228 | 86

*M. W. Grand Master present. Ins. Installed Officers. 0 Pablic In-
stallation. 8. Special Meeting at request of Deputy. tStormy.

My ptedecessor in this District, has done much to establish a happy
condition of affairs, and his suggestions, always of value, have proved
¢¢ good seed” falling upon ** good ground and bringing forth fruit in
abundance.”

The amount of work done has been very large, nearly doubling that
of any previous year, and our District is not exempt from the pres-
sure for Masonic degrees, which has been so great in other places,
and which has given rise to the query, ** whether those outside of the
Order will not soon be the most select body.” Too much care can-
not be used in scrutinizing the character and motives of those applying
for admission to our Order, and I have felt it my duty to charge the
various Lodges in the Third District, to select their candidates with
the utmost caution, ever bearing in mind, that the work done in the
present, is to be tried by the future, and that a time may come, when
adversity will take the place of our present prosperity, and the dark
cloud of ignorance and political persecution threaten our Institution,

13



98

s it has in the past; that clond must pass over us without harm, if
our candidates all bear within them a love of truth, and devotion to
the fulfillment of freely assumed obligations; its lightning may flash
and threaten, but the tips of *‘ Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth,”
jutting out from faithful Masonic breasts, will catch and conduct the
dangerous sparks, into springs which will easily dissipate their vicious
influence.

The large number of rejections, say thirty per cent. of the whole
number applying, while it speaks favorably for the care and discrim-
ination of the Lodges as a whole, tells against the judgment of indi-
vidual members.

I believe it to be the duty of a member of a Lodge, to ascertain
something of the feeling of his associates, before presenting a peti-
tion, and never to present one where the chances are against its re-
ceiving favorable action ; a little attention to this matter, will be apt
to save some unpleasant feelings within the Lodge, and much scan-
dal without.

In the matter of Dispensations, as in everything else, I have en-
deavored to carry out your wishes, believing it to be more within the
line of my duty to carry out the plans of my superior, than to develop
plans of my own, even though I may be considered by some as in the
possession of a ¢ Constitutional right” to act somewhat independently,

I called the attention of the Masters of the various Lodges, to that
portion of your address touching upon Dispensations, giving my views
more fully, and am happy to say that they have all, as I believe, en-
deavored to assist me in the performance of this most difficult part of
my duty; in spite of their endeavors and mine, I find that I have
granted twenty-eight Dispensations during the year, and all of them
for apparently *‘sound and urgent reasons,” as may be seen by re-
ference to letters on file.

Of these twenty-eight, ten were for balloting and conferring de-
grees at special meetings, where the petitions had been regularly re-
ceived and referred ; the remaining eighteen, for shortening time be-
tween degrees simply. All application for receiving pelilions at spec-
ial meetings have been refused.

I have yielded to custom, rather than to my own convictions of the
right, in granting Dispensations to ballot, on the applications of soldiers
home on furlough, or those first joining the army, and trust that the
time is near at hand, when Dispensations for balloting, * like angels
visits to earth will be few and far between ;" when the Lodges will

“follow the custom of * Ancient York,” at Lowell, and decline to receive



99

a petition, when they know a Dispensation is expected for a ballot
thereon.

I submit herewith a statement of the Dispensations, which have
been granted.

St. Pauv's Lodge, Groton. To confer 2d and 8d degrees upon
one, home on furlough.

CoriNTHIAN Lodge, Concord. To ballot and confer degrees on
one, going away for health; to confer 2d and 3d degrees upon two,
and 3d degree upon one; two civilians, called away from home, and
one from army on furlough.

Avurora Lodge, Fitchburg. To ballot and confer degrees upon
one, home on furlough; to confer 2d and 8d degrees on two, home on
furlough.

MEeRrRIMACK Lodge, Haverhill. To ballot and confer degrees on
two, (one rejected,) home on furlough; to confer 2d and 8d degrees
on two, home on furlough.

Pexrucker, Lowell. To ballot and confer degrees on one, (re-
jected,) home on furlough; to confer 2d and 3d degrees on one, and
8d degree on one, home on furlough:

St. MATTHEW'S, Andover. To ballot and confer degrees on one,
home on furlough; to confer 3d degree on one, home on furlough;
to confer 2d degree on one, work for official visit.

GreciaN Lodge, Lawrence. To confer 3d degree on onme, work
for official visit.

Axciext York Lodge, Lowell. To confer 2d and 3d degrees on
two, home on furlough; to confer 8d degree on one, leaving the State.

CaLEB BUTLER, Groton Junction. To ballot and confer degrees

" on one, home on furlough; to confer 2d degree on one, work for offi-
cial visit.

WILDER, Leominster. To confer 2d and 3d degrees on one, home
on furlough. :

JouN HaNcock, Methuen. To ballot and confer degrees on one,
home on furlough.

Tuscan, Lawrence. To ballot and confer degrees on one, home
on furlough; to ballot and confer degrees on one, leaving the State.

One of the first duties which I had officially - to perform, was to in-
vestigate the claims of the Brethren at Gardner, for a Lodge in that
place. I visited Fitchburg and had an interview with the members
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of Aurora Lodge, having jurisdiction over the petitioners, and being
fully satisfied, approved the petition.

The Dispensation was duly granted, and though the Lodge is as-
signed to another District, I am happy to learn, that & thriving organ-
ization has been started.

My last official duty, was to approve the petition of Brethren at
Haverhill, for a new Lodge in that town. The towns surrounding
Haverhill, combined with its own industrious population, open such
a wide field for Masonic labor, that the earnest appeal of zealous
Masons, seconded by the unanimous voice of Merrimack Lodge, could
not be withstood. '

In conclusion, accept my thanks for the honor conferred in select-
ing me as your representative, and for the opportunity thus afforded
for social and fraternal intercourse throughout the District.

With much respect, your obedient servant,
- Lowell, December, 1864. W. F. SALMON.

FOURTH DISTRICT.

MiLrorp, DEc. 24, 1864.
To the M. W. WiLLiam PARkMAN, Grand Master of Masons in Mas-
sachasells—

I have the honor to submit to you my third Annual Report as
District Deputy Grand Master for District No. 4. And I am able to
state that all the Lodges within my jurisdiction, have been during the
year which is now closing, in a prosperous and thriving condition.

It affords me much pleasure to report that peace and harmony pre-
vail among the members of the Fraternity; that the various Lodges
are presided over by discreet officers, and their affairs are conducted .
with much propriety.

There have been many applications for Dispensations to confer the
degrees of Masonry upon candidates in less time than is required by
the laws of the Grand Lodge. All such applications that came with-
in my province I have granted. One hundred and seventeen candi-
dates have been initiated during the past year; an increase of forty-
three over last year.

In closing this Report I desire to acknowledge the kindness and
courtesy which have been accorded to me in visiting the Lodges in
this District. I remain, Fraternally yours,

CHESTER L. CHAMBERLIN,
D. D. G. Master of the Fourth Masonic District.
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FIFTH DISTRICT.
East WeyMouTH, DEC. 27, 1864.
M. W. Wrrria¥ ParxMAN, G. M. of the G. Lodge of Mass —

Dear Sir and Brother—The time having arrived at which you will
expect a report of my official action as District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter of the Fifth Masonic District, I beg leave to submit the following
brief Report :—

I have visited each of the Lodges under my jurisdiction (most of
them with a full suit,) and find them all in a very flourishing condition.
1 very much doubt whether any of my colleagues on the Board of Dist.
Deputies have had a more agreeable duty to perform than has fallen
to me. The Junior Grand Lecturer has honored the delegation by
his presence on many of my visitations.

The Lodges in my District return seven hundred and five members,

and one hundred and fifty-six initiations, as the following table will
show : —

Lodges. Members. Initiates.

Old Colony, 69 T4
Paul Revere, 86 31
Raral, 102 15
Orient, 43 9
Blue Hill, 20 6
Plymouth, 69 12
Rising Star, 70 15
John Cutler, 53 11
Norfolk Union, 38 9
Corner Stone, 29 9
Orphan’s Hope, 126 25

705 156

You will perceive that the number of initiates exceeds that of last
year by sixty, and although the number that has been received is large,
yet I am satisfied, so far as I can learn, that extraordinary care has
been taken to admit none except those worthy of the distinguished
honor.

I have had several applications for Dispensations to shorten the
time required by the Constitutions in conferring the degrees ; in most
cases it jhas been when the candidate was about to enter the service
of his country; in such instances I have thought it my duty to grant
them.
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It seems proper that I should make particular mention of Blue
Hill Lodge in this Report; a Charter having been given them in
March last, you may be assured that under its very efficient head the
Lodge will certainly meet with success.

Thanking you for the honor conferred by appointing me District
Deputy Grand Master, and the Lodges for the courtesy with which
. they have received me as your representative,

I remain, very respectfully and Fraternally,
JOHN P. LOVELL.

SIXTH DISTRICT.

To the M. W. WiLLIAM PARKMAN, Grand Masler of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusells—
In making my returns to the Grand Lodge it is appropriate that I
should give you a brief statement of the condition of my District.

¢ Harmony being the strength of all institutions, more particularly
this of ours,” it gives me great pleasure to report peace ond harmony
throughout our borders. My official visits have been rendered exceed-
ingly pleasant by the kind and courteous manner in which I have been
received in all the Lodges of my District.

The rapid growth of the Masonic Institution, at the present time,
is an occasion of deep solicitude on the part of every lover of the Or-
der. In 1859 the number of initiates in the Gth District was thirty-
three. This year the number is one hundred and forty-six, not in-
cluding those initiated in the Lodges under Dispensation. This is a
large increase within the short space of five years, and yet I believe
the Lodges, generally, have exercised due caution in admitting candi-
dates. For example, Morning Star Lodge, Worcester, received sev-
enty-three applications, thirty-seven of which were rejected. Cer-
tainly this is one evidence that due inquiry was made into the charac-
ter of the applicants. It has beenmy special care to urge the Lodges
not to admit any but good men and true, -

Three new Lodges have been formed in the District during the past
year:—Eden Lodge, Ware; Doric Lodge, Feltonville, and Hope
Lodge, Gardner. The latter, it strikes me, should be in the 10th, or
8d District. Two Lodges, Eden, at Ware, and Hayden, at Brook-
field, have obtained Charters, and have been duly constituted by the
Grand Lodge. All of these Lodges are in a prosperous condition.

Of the other Lodges it is hardly necessary that I should speak in
detail, when all are striving to stand by the ancient land-marks of the
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Order. In our prosperity may we humbly depend upon the Supreme
Architect and Builder of the Universe.
I remain, Fraternally, your obedient servant,
J. W. DADMUN, D.D. G. M. 6tk Distric.
Roaxbury, Nov. 30, 1864.

SEVENTH DISTRICT.
Tothe M. W. WiLLIAM PARKMAN, Esq., Grand Master of Masons in

Massachusetls—

Sir—Herewith I have the honor to submit to you my Annual
Report.

It is with much satisfaction that I am able to say that all the Lodges
in this District are in a prosperous condition. At no time during the
several years which I have held the office, have I found a greater de-
gree of interest prevalent in the District, generally, than during the
Ppresent year. .

Notwithstanding the unsettled state of everything affecting the gen-
emal welfare, the number of Masons made in the 7th District largely
exceeds any previous year under my observation; and I think I may
safely add, that the work has been well done, and more strictly in
conformity with instructions given by the Grand Lecturers than ever
before. ’

T have personally visited the several Lodges in the District; some
of them several times, and, in accordance with the requirements of the
Grand Lodge, have examined the Charters, By-Laws and Records,
and seen much of the Work which has been generally of the most grat-
ifying character.

During the year there has been one hundred and eighty-five initia-
tions in the ten Chartered Lodges. Amount due the Grand Lodge
six hundred and fifteen dollars.

The two Lodges under Dispensation, viz:—Mayflower and St.
James, are doing well, and bid fair to become prosperous Lodges.

The number of affiliated Masons in the 7th District at the present
time is over eleven hundred.

In connection with this Report it seems proper that I should say,
that being absent from the State much of the time in the early part of
the year, the Regalia and other property which would otherwise have
been in my possession as District Deputy, was unfortunately in your
Office at the time of the memoraBle fire in April last, and [ am not
aware that any Regalia has since been provided.
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In closing, I again take the opportunity to thank you for the honor
conferred upon me, and most respectfully decline a reappointment.
Wishing you long life and true happiness, [ remain,
Fraternally yours, J. M. COOK.
Fozboro, Nov. 28, 1864.

EIGHTH DISTRICT.
M. W. Grand Master WiLLIAM PARKMAN, Esq.—

Dear Sir and Brother—The time has arrived when it becomes my
duty to render an account of the Stewardship to which you was pleas-
ed to call me one year ago, and for the honor of which, and the confi-
dénce and friendship implied, you will permit me to tender my sincere
thanks.

In making my Annual Report of the condition of the Lodges in this
District, I have but little to communicagp in addition to that of my
last, as nothing has transpired out of the usual course of things worthy
of note. It gives me great pleasure to say, that so far as regards the
unity, peace and fraternity of the Brotherhood, and their fidelity and
devotion to the Masonic Institution, ¢ all is well.”

Notwithstanding the war, still raging in the land, has engaged so
much of the attention of the.public mind ; and notwithstanding the in-
tense excitement, attending the recent Presidential campaign through
which we have passed, and which tended to alienation and ill-feeling,
no interest in the war, however absorbing, has seemed to have lessen-
ed in any degree the intense interest of the Lodges in Masonry ; nor
has any of the strange fire of political excitement been suffered to
kindle upon their altars to alienate fraternal friendship, and to disturb
the harmony and kind fellpwship which should ever distinguish Ma-
sonic Brothers.

In this District an unusually large proportion of the younger men in
* the community have been absent the past year—some at sea, some

in the army and navy—and yet the number of applicants who have
been accepted, has been more than equal to that of former years.
The whole number is ninety-nine, viz: Union Lodge, Nantucket,
eleven; Pilgrim, Harwich, twenty-six; King Hiram, Provincetown,
fifteen; Fraternal, Hyannis, eight; Marine, Falmouth, four; Mt. Ho-
reb, West Harwich, twenty-one, and Martha's Vineyard, Tisbury,
eight.

It will be seen from the above, th:t three of the Lodges have done
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a large amount of work ; especially the two within the territorial limits
of the town of Harwich. So far as the increase of numbers is con-
cerned, these, and most of the Lodges in this District, may be said to
have enjoyed what is called a high degree of prosperity the past year.
But [ have long been somewhat fearful that this kind of prosperity
might prove in the end of no real value, if not a serious injury to our
Lodges, and to the good reputation of Masonry. I have felt there
was danger in making Masons so fast,—in making Masonry so com-
mon,—and that there was no little fallacy in the idea entertained by
some, that Masonry being a good Institution, no matter how many
come into it, the more the better, providing they are men of ordinary

ood character. We find in nature that rapid growth is generally fol-
lowed by early and rapid decay ; and it is a question whether the same
may not prove true of Masonic Lodges.

‘Where so many, in proportion to the mass of a country community,
are admitted to the privileges of an Order, it is hardly possible that all
should be *‘ worthy and well qualified,” and reflect credit upon the
Masonic profession. Some will be induced to seek admission through
undue influence of friends; some from motives of curiosity, or of
mere selfishness. And however unexceptionable their general moral
character, will be likely, in the end, to prove very poor, if not very
troublesome Masons. I have therefore made it & matter of special
duty in my official visit to those Lodges that have done a large amount
of work, to utter a word of caution to the Brethren; to counsel them
to exercise the utmost care as to who they receive to the honors of
Masonry ; and in all cases to consider well these questions in reference
to every applicant—not is‘he man of ordinary good character, against
whom nothing in particular can be said—but is he a man of sterling in-
tegrity, and moral worth? Will he make a good Mason, and a true
and faithful Brother? and then act accordingly. I have instructed
them that Masonry is a privilege conferred upon whomsoever we will,
and not a right to be demanded by whosoever may choose ; and that it
is not every man of general good moral character that will make a
good Mason, and a good Masonic Brother. How far this will meet
your approval I know not, but I prize Masonry very highly, and I
have felt that the Institution was in peril from this rapid increase of
numbers, and therefore taken the liberty to counsel as above.

In my official visits, last year, I called the attention of the Lodges to
a more general practical knowledge of the work, and urged the impor-
tance of every Mason perfecting himself in the ritual of Masonry.
And I am happy to say that there has been ‘a marked improvement in

14
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this respect; that more interestis felt in the matter by the members in
general, who have heretofore been content with simply the signs, words
and tokens ; and that a commendable effort is being made in most of
the Lodges to acquire Masonic knowledge, which promises well for
the future.

Renewedly thanking you for the honor of my appointment, I remain,

Fraternally and truly yours,
R. S. POPE, D. D. G. M. 8th Masonic District.

" NINTH DISTRICT.

To the M. W. WiLLiAM ParxmaN, Esq., Grand Masler of the Grand

Lodge of F. & A. M. of the Commonwealth of Massachuseils—

DEAR Sik AND BROTHER—Another Masonic year draws to-
wards its close, and having, in the execution of the commission de-
volved upon me by your appointment as District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, visited the Lodges in this, the Ninth District, and discharged the
duties of my office, according to my ability, I herewith submit a brief
Report of the condition of these Lodges.

The geographical extent of this District, as you are aware, is very

large—and it may be a question whether it would not be well to di.
vide it—rendering necessary a good deal of travel, and the expendi-
ture of considerable time, to visit all the Lodges. Still, I have visited
every chartered Lodge in the District, during the year, and some of
them several times, (nearly all more than once,) and have always, and
everywhere, been welcomed and received, as your representative, cor-
dially, and with all the courtesy and attention which is due to the of-
fice. At the time arranged for the annual official visit to Cincinnatus
Lodge, at Great Barrington, I was absent from the State, and R. W
Bro. L. H. Gamwell, Grand Lecturer, very kindly made the visit for
me, in a most satisfactory manner, and making a full written report of
the same. .
& 1 believe I may say that the Lodges, without exception, are enjoying
that harmony which is the strength of all Institutions ; that the mem-
bers meet upon the Level, and are generally endeavoring to walk up-
rightly in their several stations, squaring their actions by the principles
of morality and virtue.

A very commendable zeal also prevails among them, to perfect
themselves in the work, ritual and lectures of the Degrees, and most
of them are very accurate, and will, I am sure, compare favorably
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with any Lodges in the State. Last year I had occasion to remark
that two or three of them are not quite up to the standard I desired
in this respect, but that they were endeavoring to perfect themselves,
and would succeed. My prediction is being verified. Two of them
have made very decided progress, and, I am confident, will not stop
short of the mark. One of the Lodges in Berkshire County, I am
sorry to say, is still very deficient. In point of numbers, and charac-
ter of its members, it stands high. But it seems to have lacked in in-
telligent young men, who had the time or the disposition, to take hold
and perfect themselves in the work, and it has therefore devolved upon
elder men, who cannot so readily commit, and easily adapt themselves
to the present-authorized work. A new set of officers have just been
installed however, who promise to take kold.of the matter in earnest.
The additions to the membership of the Lodges by initiation have
been very large, exceeding in the District, by eleven, that of the pre-
vious year, when it was larger than in any former year. The follow-
ing table, giving the name and location of all the chartered Lodges in
the District, will show the number of initiates in each, during the last
and present year, and also the date of my official visit to them the
present year :—

Name of Lodge. Location. Number of Initiates. Date of Offi-
1868. 1864. cial Visit.

Cincinnatus,  Great Barrington, 9 12 November 10
Evening Star, Lee, 4 8 October 12
Lafayette, North Adams, 5 16 October 18
‘Wisdom, W. Stockbridge, 3 12 Octobet 27
Thomas, Palmer, 21 16 October 81
Mystic, Pittsfield, 6 13  November 9
Hampden, Springfield, 84 58  November1
Mt. Moriah, Westfield, 24 27  November 2
Berkshire, South Adams, 6 8 November 7
Day Spring, Monson,’ 7 11 October 81

Total, 168 179

This shows the total number of initiates for the year to be one hun-
dred and seventy-nine. It will be noticed that every Lodge in the
District, but two, increased their work over the previous year. One
of these two, Hampden, at Springfield, had its field of operations cur-
tailed within the year by the organization of a new Lodge, under Dis-
pensation, in that city, that covers part of the ground formerly occupied
by it. From a careful inquiry and examination I cannot but believe
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that, generally, a careful scrutiny has been exercised in the admission
of members, and yet I feel that we are in very great danger of erring,
if we do not already err, in not being sufficiently careful and guarded
in the recommendation of candidates for the Degrees.

The new Lodge under Dispensation at Springfield, alluded to above,
(Roswell Lodge) I have not visited. The location being fifty miles
from my place of residence, and the regular communications being
held on Saturday evening, I could not visit them on those evenings
without compelling my absence over the Sabbath, at considerable ex-
pense. When making my official visits to the Lodges in that vicinity,
I invited the Worshipful Master of the Lodge to call an extra meet-
ing ; but the time proposed was not convenient for them. Subsequent-
lyin aletter to the Master, a few days since, I named another time
when I could meet them, but at the present writing I have received no
reply. Ihear, however, from members of the new Lodge, and others,
that a considerable amount of work has been done, and that it is done
with great accuracy. I presume the number initiated in the Lodge,
added to those in Hampden, would make the number made in the city
equal to what it was the previous year.*

A Dispensation was granted by you during the summer for a new
Lodge at Huntingdon. Considerable delay was occasioned by the
Dispensation having, by mistake, been mis-sent, and when last I heard
the Lodge had not got in working condition.

Applications for Dispensations to confer degrees without waiting the
usual time, have continued to be made, though not in such number as
during the preceding year. Where good reasons appeared therefor,
I have granted them; but have refused any for receiving, oracting
upon, petitions out of the usual time or course, referring them to you,

Permit me to suggest, that as your personal visitation of many of
the Lodges in different parts of the State, has been conducive of so
much good; so, I am sure, could you find it convenient to visit all
the Lodges in this District, much good would result therefrom; new
interest and zeal would doubtless be incited; the Brethren would be
encouraged, and, I can assure you, you would be received by warm
fraternal hearts and open arms.

Allow me, as we verge upon the close of the second year of your
Grand Mastership, to congratulate you upon the universal harmony

*Since wriling the above | have visited this Lodge, on the evening of Dec. 12,
when | saw & part of its otficers work in the fimt Degree, very eatisfactorily.
Up to that time they had initiated thirty-one candidates.
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prevailing, and the satisfaction which everywhere exists within the
jurisdiction, at the administration of the affairs thereof. During the
year, our beautiful house has been burned by fire; but you have been
permitted to lay the corner-sione of a new one, under the most favora-
auspices, and may you be permitted to see it successfully reared to
the cap-stone, and in the completion and perfection of its beautiful
design—** the glory of this latter house shall be greater than that of
the former.”

In closing my Report, I desire to tender you my sincere thanks for
the honor conferred upon me by this appointment, and to express my
gratitude to those Masonic Brethren who have accompanied me in
many of my official visits, and aided me in the discharge of my duties
on these occasions. While I trust these visits have not been without
some marked advantages to the Lodges themselves, in inciting a re-
newed interest, stimulating them to the exercise of greater care and
more precision in the work, and encouraging them, as I hope, to more
zeal and activity in the discharge of their Masonic duties, they lnve
been to me a source both of pleasure and instruction.

With great respect and esteem, yours fraternally,
HENRY CHICKERING, D. D. G. M. 9tk District.

TENTH DISTRICT.

To the M. W. Wu. ParkMAN, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
F. and A. M. of the State of Massachusetls,—
I have the pleasure to Report to you that all the Lodges in the
Tenth District have maintained the grand standard during the past
year, and have made considerable progress in the improvement of
their work. Ihave transmitted to our Grand Treasurer Returns from
all the Lodgel of the District with their dues. £Y
Owing to the state of my health I regret to say I have found it im-
possible to give as much attention to the Lodges in the District as
could be desired; but all of them are in a prosperous condition.
And now at the close of this my third year of service, thanking you
for the honor conferred upon me, and for your uniform kindness and
assistance while holding this responsible position, I beg leave to de-
cline a reappointment.
I am, Fraternally, your obedient servant,
EDWARD P. GRAVES, D. D. G. M. 10k Dist.
Greenfield, Dec. 10, 1864.
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ELEVENTH DISTRICT.

M. W. Wu. PAREMAN, Esq., Grand Master, &c. &c.

* DEAR SR AND BrRoTHER—** Tempus fugit,” and forcibly reminds
me that the day of probation is fast drawing to a close, also the year
for which you appointed me to the stewardship of the Eleventh Ma-
sonic District, within your jurisdiction.

I have visited all the Lodges in the District once—some of them
twice during the year.

The following statement of the number of members and initiates of
the several Lodges will give you a pretty correct idea of their present
condition :— :

Lodges. Location. No. Members. No. Initiates.
Henry Price, Charlestown, 93 30
Putnam, East Cambridge, 66 15
Star of Bethlehem, Chelsea, 147 22
John Abbot, Somerville, 115 18
Mount Vernon, Malden, 98 8
King Solomon’s, Charlestown, 175 b4
Wyoming, Melrose, 106 27
Hiram, West Cambridge, 94 18
Mount Horeb, ‘Woburn, 63 11
Mount Hermon, Medford, 96 20

Total, 1048 223

Where there is so much to commend it is hardly worth while to
particularize. In all the Lodges a very great interest is manifested,
and a laudable emulation exists as to *‘ who best can work and best
agree.”

The specimens of work exhibited were, in most of the Lodges, of
the highest character; Ithink, in some of them, it has never been ex-
celled.

In some of the Lodges, I find a large proportion of the candidates
offered, have been rejected ; in others, no rejections have taken place
during the year. In one Lodge, thirty-one candidates were offered,
and but one rejected.

The practice of the members of the different Lodges in this juris+
diction, in preparing candidates for the honors of Masonry, is indeed
very various: and while some evidently consider that, *‘all is grist
that comes to our mill,” trusting almost entirely to the ballot box to
divide the wheat from the tares, others observe the more_ conserva-
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tive, prudent course, of plucking up the wheat only, leaving all the
tares to grow until some Institution,—not the Masonic,—shall weed
them. These different practices are by no means confined to the
Eleventh Masonic District, or to Massachusetts, but find their imita-
tors throughout the world; and I have been most forcibly impressed
that, in this difference, may be found much of the difference so plainly
discernable in the character and standing of the various Lodges. We
do not always see from the same stand-point, or from the same stand-
point see the same things. From my view, I cannot help observing
that, in Lodges where there are fewest rejections, you will find the
highest order of character; and if all our Brethren would resolve,
and always act upon the good resolution, never to propose any man
for the degrees of Masonry that he does not know, from a long and
intimate acquaintance, to be in every respect worthy, the present
character of the Institution, high and noble as it is, would at once as-
cend to a higher plane, intellectually, socially, and morally.

In concluding this Report, permit me say, that all the Lodges in the
Eleventh District are in a flourishing condition. The officers are well
instructed in their duties, and take great pains to perform them agree-
ably to the ancient customs of the Order. The membership is com-
posed of the best material, and great interest taken to make the
Lodges worthy of the Institution,—all working harmoniously for the
best interests of all concerned. The work is all that can be desired,
being that authorized by the Grand Lodge—Grand Lecturers are not
needed in this District.

Finally, accept my thanks for the distinguished honor you confer-
red upon me, in the appointment of District Deputy Grand Master of
the Eleventh Masonic District, for the past year. The labors of the
station have been made light, and its duties pleasant. My intercourse
with the Brethren of this part of your jurisdiction, has indeed been
most agreeable, and I shall ever remember with much pleasure, this
portion of my Masonic career.

Fraternally yours,
SOLON THORNTON,
D. D. G. M. 11th Masonic District.
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TWELFTH DISTRICT.

To WiLrtam ParkMAN, Esq., M. . Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts—

DEAR Sir AND BroTHER—TI have the honor to submit the fol-
lowing Report of my official proceedings as District Deputy Grand
Master, the past year.

Beyond my regular annual visitations to the several Lodges in my
District, I have been called upon to perform no official act, except the
occasional granting of Dispensations for the conferring of degrees out
of course. These Dispensations, when applied for, have been readily
granted by me, being myself fully satisfied that in no instance has the
Master of any Lodge made the application without good and sufficient
cause.

The following table, showing the name and location of the Lodges
comprising the Twelfth District, the date of my annual visitation, the
number of contributing members of each, number of applicants for
the degrees, number of initiations, and number of rejections in
each Lodge, will give youin a condensed form, a general idea of
the standing of the several Lodges under my immediate charge,
and will enable you better to judge of their condition and work-
ings the past year, than any more elaborate Report or comment of
my own. .

. TABLE.
Y-

g8 1

Dateof | 2|5 g $ §

Naue or LobaE. Location. Visitation. [% §| 38 k- 3

=ggl 2

S E| &
Aberdour, Boston, Oct. 13, 47 18] 171 1
Amicable, Cambridge, Nov. 17, | 168/ 43| 384 9
Columbian, Boston, Nov. 28, | 285| 48| 45| 3
Dalhousie, Newton, Nov. 9, 85 80| 211 9
Gate of Temple, |South Boston, Nov. 8, |100] 38 30 8
Germania, Boston, Oct. 24, 56| 15 13 2
Joseph Warren, [Boston, Oct. 25, | 168| 54| 40| 14
Massachusetts, _[Boston, Nov. 21, | 174/ 92| 75 17
Mount Olivet,  |[Cambridge, Nov.17, | 48 19/ 18 1
8t. Paul’s, South Boston, Nov. 18, | 163| 71| 60| 11
Union, Dorchester, Nov. 15, | 96/ 18 17| 1
‘Washington, Roxbury, Oct. 26, | 156| 48] 85 8
1521] 489] 405 8
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From the above figures you will perceive that an unusual amount
of work has been performed during the year by most of the Lodges
in the District, and that all of them are in a healthy and prosperous
condition ; and I have the greatest pleasure in assuring you that not
only are they in a healthy and prosperous state, but that the utmost
harmony and good feeling prevails among the Brotherhood, and a
deep interest seems to be felt by all, for the honor and success of our
Order. There appears to hyve been a good average attendance at
Lodge meetings during the year, and the officers of all the Lodges
have entered into the work with the utmost spirit and alacrity—al-
though the amount of labor performed by some of them has been
exceedingly arduous, and drawn very largely upon their time and
powers of endurance.

In every instance of my official visitation, with a single exception,
I have witnessed the specimens of the work of the visited Lodge,
and while I do not think it proper in this connection to mention the
name of any particular I.odge as worthy of especial commendation,
where all work so well,—I cannot refrain;from the remark that there
is one Lodge in the Twelfth District whose work seemed to me to be
of a very superior character. The beauty and moral effect of a Ma-
sonic degree, depends in a great measure upon the manner and
bearing—not only in the officers engaged in conferring it, but upon
every member present—and the Lodge alluded to, by its strict atten-
tion to the most minute detail of the business in hand, won my admi-
ration, and exhibited specimens of work that I bave never seen sur-
passed. I mention this, not for the purpose of compliment, but to
express the hope that all our Lodges will endeavor to emulate each
other in a strict attention to these matter of detail in the conferring
of degrees, so that the members themselves who may be present, as
well as the candidate, may be enabled to receive and enjoy the full
force and benefit of the instruction they are intended to impart.

I deem it a part of my official duty to Report to you, that the dis-
astrous fire which in the early part of the year laid our cherished Ma-
sonic Hall in ruins—destroyed much valuable padperty belonging to
those Lodges in my District that were accustomed to assemble in that
bhall, viz :—Massachusetts, Columbian, Joseph Warren, Aberdour and
Germania. Among the property thus destroyed were the Charters
of all the Lodges named, except that of the Columbian, one of the
oldest Lodges in the State, which was fortunately preserved. Of the
Lodges thus deprived of their Charters, the Germania only had receiv-
ed a new one at the time of my apnual visitation. Butbeing informed

15
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by the Masters of the other Lodges, that duplicates or fac-similes of
their respective Charters were already in the course of preparation,
but had been delayed by the difficulty of procuring the necessary sig-
natures, and having myself personally examined the several originals
on a former occasion, I did not hesitate, under the circumstances, to
proceed in my official examination without requiring the production of
the written authority under which those Lodges claim to work.

It is with much pleasure that I thus pgblicly acknowledge my indebt-
edriess to the several distinguished Brethren who kindly attended me
on my official visits, and materially aided me in the discharge of my
official duties. These visitations have been exceedingly pleasant to
me, and I trust have been productive of good to the several Lodges,
and [ close my Report, Most Worshipful Grand Master, by most sin-
cerely congratulating you, as well as the Grand Lodge, upon the un-
paralelled prosperity now enjoyed by the Fraternity throughout your
entire jurisdiction.

I remain, my dear sir, fraternally and very truly yours,

N. A, THOMPSON,
D. D. G. M., 12th Masonic District.

ARMY LODGE NO. THREE.

Chelsea, Mass., Jan.. 4, 1865.
To the M. W. WrLLiaM Parkmam, M, . G. M. of M. W. Grand
Lodge of Massachuselts—

In the month of September, 1861, a Dispensation was granted

by the M. W. Grand Master Coolidge, to Bros. J. F. Fellows, W. H.

W. Hinds, J. A. Greele and others, to form and open an Army Lodge,

* under the name of ‘¢ United Brethren Army Lodge, No. 3;” and the

said Dispensation has been renewed to September, 1864. Yearly Re-

ports were made until September, 1868 ; since which time no work has

been done by the Lodge.

" A communication of the Lodge was called for Wednesday evening,

Feb. 8d, 1864, for the purpose of conferring the degrees upon several

candidates who had been proposed ; but on the 1st day of the same

month I was taken prisoner of war, and as the Senior and Junior

Wardens had been previously transferred, by promotion, to other
regiments, no communication was held.

The Secretary, who had charge of the funds of the Lodge, was also

taken prisoner, and has since died gt Cbarleston, 8. C. His effects
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were sent to his wife at Baltimore ; and although I have sent for the
Records of the Lodge, I have not yet received them.

I found my papers, on my return home, very much disarranged, and
several of them lost; and I regret to report that, after a most dili-
gent search, I am unable to find the Dispensation for the Lodge, and
fear that it is lost with other papers of value.

As it is probable that I may leave for the army in a few days, I send
you this Report ; and, if successful in recovering the Dispensation and
Records, will make a supplementary Report as soon as poesible.

Fraternally your obedient servant,
J. F. FELLOWS,
W. M. United Brethren Army Lodge, Nv. 3.

ARMY LODGE NO. EIGHT.

Near Pelersburg, Va., Dec. 20, 1864.

BrorBER PARxMAN—As Senior Warden of Army Lodge No. 8,
89th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, it becomes my duty to ren-
der an account of the proceedings of our Lodge for the past years, as
near as my memory will serve me.

I should have rendered this account at the proper time, had I been
able to procure the Secretary’s books and papers, as he was captured
on the 18th of August last, in the fight on the Weldon Railroad, by
the enemy, and immediately after that time the baggage of all cap-
tured officers was sent to Washington to be stored, and have been
unable to find out by writing, to which store-house the Secretary’s
valise, containing the Lodge papers, has been sent, as I was anxious
to procure them before making our yearly Report.

As it was impossible to hold any meetings during the fall of last
year, owing to the movements of the army, and having no suitable
place to meet in, it was not till December, 1863, we held our first reg-
ular communication ; and also held them in January, February, March
and April, 1864 ; and besides these we had about twelve special com-
munications,—our meetings occurring as often as once a week, after
the 1st of January, 1864. We held no more communications after
April, as the army moved early in May, and have been on the move
frequently, and so situated, that ever since, it has been impracticable
to hold our communications.

During the months of January, February, March and April, we in-
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itiated thirty candidates, if my memory serves me correctly, and we
rejected one application to receive the degrees.

During the summer campaign we lost many of the officers of our
Lodge. The Worshipful Master, Senior Deacon, and Junior Stew-
ard were killed, and the Treasurer and Secretary taken prisoners.

All the members now connected with the Lodge earnestly request a
renewal of the Dispensation until the 1st of September next, at which
time our term of service expires.

I have the honor to be fraternally yours, &e.,

HENRY B. LEIGHTON, Q. M. Sergeant 39th Mass. Vol.,
and 8. . Army Lodge No. 8.
Camp of 39th Mass. Vols., near Petersburg Va., Jan. 15, 1865,

WiLLiaM PARKMAN, Grand Master—DEAR STR—Agreeably to your
request, desiring a list of the names of candidates, and dates of ini-
tions; I send herewith such a list of names, and the date of conferring
each degree; this I was able to do very readily, as, since making out
. the last Report, I have procured the Lodge Records, and I find that
we conferred the degrees on thirty-nine candidates, instead of thirty,
as I stated in my Report.

Accept my thanks, as well as those of the Lodge, for once more re-
newing our Dispensation, and trusting to be able to promote the
tenets of our Institution in the army.

I remain yours, truly,
HENRY B. LEIGHTON.
Quartermaster Sergeant, 89th Mass. Vols.



LISTOF LODGES
Under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, accord-

ing to Districts :—

First District.
R. W. JAMES A. FOX, Boston.

8t. John's, Boston, (1733.)

St. Andrew's, Boston, (1756.)
Moont Lebanon, Boston, (1801.)
Bethesda, Brighton, (1819.)
Monitor, Waltham, (1820.)
Mount Tabor, East
Baalbec, East Bostor, (1853.)

Winslow Lewis, Boston, (1856.)
Revere, Boston, (1857.)
Pequossette, Watertown, (1857.)
Hammatt, East Boston, (1860,)
Belmont, Belmont, (1865.)

on, (1846.) [ Parkman, Winchester, U. D.

Second District.
R. W. WILLIAM SUTTON, Salem.

Philanthropic, Marblehead, (1760.)
St. John's, Newbaryport, (1766.)
‘Tyrian, Gloucester, (1770.)

Eseex, Salem, (1779.

St. Mark’s, Newburyport, (1803.)
Mount Carmel, Lynn, (1805.)
Jordan, 8outh Danvers, (1808.)

Warren, Amesbury, (1822.)
Liberty, Beverly, (1824.)
Ashler, Rockport, (1832.)
Amiti. Danvers, (1864

Star King, Salem, (1864.)
John T. Heard, lpswich, U. D,
Golden Fleece, Lynn, U.D.

Third District.
R. W. WILLIAM F. SALMON, Lowell.

8t. Paul’s, Groton, (1797.)
Corinthian, Concord, %797.)
Aurors, Fitchbu ,l(l 1.)
Merrimac, Haverhill, (1802.)
Pentucket, Lowell, (1807.)

St. Matthew’s, Amlont, (1823.)
Grecian, Lawrence, (1625.)

Ancient York, Lowell, (1853.)

Caleb Butler, South Groton.
Wilder, Leominster, (1660.)
John Hancock, Methuen, (1861.)
Tuscan, Lawrence, (1863.)
Hope, ¢

Saggahew, Haverhill,

ardaer, (1664 b D

Fourth District.
R. W, H. C. SKINNER, Milford.
Blackstone River, Bl'kstone, (1856.) | Olive Branch, Sutton, (170,

w , Webster, (1858.)

Oxford, Oxford, (1860.)

John ﬁmen, flopkinum. (1861.)
Montgomery, Milford, (1797.)

Solomon'l'remﬁlo.lhbrid ,ZIBIB.)
Franklin, Grafion, (1852.
Mouat Hollis, Holliston, U. D.
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Fifth District.
R. W. J. P. LOVELL, East Weymouth.

‘ Old Colony, Hingham, (1792.) Plymonth, Plymouth, (1823.)
Rising Star, Stoughton, (1799.) Paul Revere, North Bridgewater,
Corner Stone, Duxbury, (1801.) 1857.) .

Rural, Quincy, (1801.{ John Cutler, Abington, (1860.)
Norfolk Union, Randolph, (1819.) | Orient, So. Dedham, (1862.)
Orphans’ Hope, Weymouth, (1825.) | Blue Hill, Canton, (1864.)

¢ Sixth District.

R. W. Rev. J. W. DADMUN, Worcester.

Morning Star, Worcester, ( 1793) { United Brethren, Marlboro’,(1859.)
Middlesex, Framingham, (1795) | Quinebaug, Southbridge, (1859.)

Meridian, Natick, (1797.) Eden, Ware, (1864.)
Mount Zion, Barre, (1800.) Dorie, Feltonville, (1864.)
Trinity, Clinton, (1858.) Hayden, Brookfield, (1864.)

Quaboag, Warren, (1859.

Z North Star, Ashland, U. D.
Montacute, Worcester, (1859.) . .

Seventh District,
R. W. L. W, LOVELL, Bridgewater.

Fellowship, Brid‘evnter, (1797.) | Mount Hope, Fall River, (1624.)
Bristol, Attieb.)ro » (1797.) Eureka, New Bedford, (1858.)
King David; Taunton, 1798.; : Pythagoras, Marion, (1863.)

8t. Alban's, Foxboro', (1818. Pioneer, Somerset, (1864 )
Starinthe l!:ut, N. Bedford, (1823.) | Mayflower, Middleboro’, (1864.)
Social Harmony, Wareham, (1823.) | St. James, Mansfield, (1864.)

Eighth District.

R. W. Rev. R. 8. POPE, Hyannis.

King Hiram, Provincetown,(1795.) | Mt. Horeb, West Harwich, (1855.)
Marine, Falmouth, (1798.) De Witt Clinton, Bandwich, (1556.)

Fraternal, Hyaonis, (1801. Pilgrim, South Harwich, (1859.)
Union, Nentueket, (1771.) ) Martha'’s Vineyard, Tisbury,(1860.)
Ninth District.

R. W. HENRY CHICKERING, Pittafield.

Cincinnatus, G. Barrington, (1795.) | Mount Moriah, Westfield, (1856.)
Evening Sll’l', Lee, (1795.) Berkshire, Adams, South, (1858.)
Lafayette, Adams, (North,) (1796 ) Day Spring, Monson, (1

Thomas, Palmer, (1796) Roswell Lee, Sprm;ﬁo d, (1864.
Wisdom, West Stockbridge, (1803.) | The United Lodge, Huntingdon,
Mystic, Pittsfield, (1810.) U.D.

Hampden, Springfield, (1817.)
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Tenth District.
R. W. DAVID W. CRAFTS, Northampton.

Repablican, Greenfield, (1794.) I Chicopee, Chicopee, (1849.)
Harmony, ﬁonbﬁeld, (1796.) Mouat Tom, Hol{yoke, (1650.)
Jerusalem, Northampton, (1797.) Orange, Orange, 1560.)
Mountain, Shelburne Falls, (1806.) | Pacific, Amherst, ( )
Bethel, Enfield, (1825.) Star, Athol, U. D

Eleventh District, '
R. W. WILLIAM E. PARMENTER, West Cambridge.

King Solomon, Charlestown,(1783.) | Mount Horeb, Wobarn, (1856.)
Hiram, West Cambridge, (1797.) = | Wyoming, Melrose, (1857.)

Star of Bethlehem, Chelsea, (1844.) | Mount Vernon, Malden, (1858.)
Putnam, East Cambridge, (1855.) | Joha Abbot, Bomerville, (1838.)
Mount Hermon, Medford, (1855.) Heory Price, Charlestown, (1859.)

Twelfth District.
R. W. NEWELL A. THOMPSON, Boston.

Massachusetts, Boston, (1770.) Germania, Boston, (1835.)
Columbian, Boston, (1796.) Gate of Temple, S. Boston, (1856.)
W.'shinﬂon Roxbary, (1796.) Joseph Warren, Boston, (1857.)
Union, rcﬁnm'-, (1796.) Aberdour, Boston, (1862.)
Amicable, Cambridge,*(1805 ) Dalbousie, Newton, (1861.)

8t. Paul's, South Boston, (1847.) | Mt. Olivet, Old Cambridge, (1864.)

GEORGE H. KENDALL, Deputy for Chili, South America.
Bethesds, Valparaiso, 8. A., (1854.) | Hiram of Cogilpo, Copiapo, Chili,
8. A., (1858.)

In Cauna—* Ancient Landmark of Hong Que,” Shanghae, (1864.)

) ARMY LODGES,
Bay State Army Lodge, No. 1, 3d Re
Massachusetts Army Lodge, No. 2,16th *
- United Brethren ** s No. 3,17th «
Fraternal “ “ No. 4,25th
Bunker Hill " .« . No. 5, 2d
Berkshire Camp “ ' No. 7, 48th ¢
Putoam “ [ No. 8, 30th «
Olive Branch  « " No. 9, 42d «
Warren “ s No. 10, 32d

G. SECRETARY'S ADDRESS;
CHAS. W. MOORE, Freemasons’ Hall, 10 Summer
street, Boston, Mase.



PERMANENT MEMBERS

or

GRAND LODGE OF

MASSACHUSETTS.

.

PAST GRAND MASBSTERS.

~ 5845. Simon W. Robinson.
5851. Rev. George M. Randall.
5864. Winslow Lewis, M. D.

PAST DEPUTY G

5832. Abraham A. Dame, Esq.
5837. George G. Smith, Esq.
5844. Rev. E. M. P. Wells.
5851. Lucius R. Paige, Esq.
6864. Abraham T. Low, M. D.

5857. John T. Heard, Esq.
5861. Wm. D. Coolidge, Esq.
5868. William Parkman, Eaq.

RAND MASTERS.

5859. Hon. Charles R. Train.
5860. Hon.'J. V. C. Smith, M.D.
5861. Hon. George W. Warren.
5862. Hon. Marshall P. Wilder.
5863. Charles C. Dame, Esq.

PASBT SENIOR GRAND WARDENS,.

. Hon. Thomas Tolman.

. Robert Keith, Esq.

. Daniel Harwood, M. D.

. Richard 8. Spofford, M. D.
. Hon. Wm. C. Plunkett.

. Bradford L. Wales, M. D.

. Henry Goddard, Esq.

5859. Lorenzo H. Gamwell, Esq.
5860. Joel Spalding, M. D.
5861. William North, Esq.

5862. Henry Chickering, Esq.
5863. William W. Baker, Esq.
5864, William S. Gardner, Esq.

PAST JUNIOR GRAND WARDENS.

. Thomas Powers, Esq.

. John Hews, Esq.

5851. William Eaton, Esq.
5852. John Flint, M. D.

. Jonas A. Marshall, M. D.

5857. Jobn H. Sheppard, Esq.
5858. Isaac Hull Wright, Esq.
5859. Charles Robbins, Esq.
5862. Peter C. Jones, Esq.
5863. Daniel Reynolds, Esq.

. Sam’l K. Hutchinson, Esq. | 5864. Benjamin Dean, Esq.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE
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fHost Ancient and Fonorable Fraternity

oF

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,

R OF THE
f‘lrwnc‘u{ui S —
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, -

.

IN UNION WITH THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONORABLE GRAND LODGES IN
EUROPE AND AMERICA, ACCORDING TO THE OLD CONSTITUTIONS.

From March 8 to December 27, 18653 ;

BEINO ITH ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-BKCOND ANNIVRRNARY.

M.W. WILLIAM PARKMAN, GRAND MASTER.

®rbered to be Read in all the Lovges.

BOSTON:
PRESS OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE.
1866.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND LODGE
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Most Ancient and Wonorable Fraternity

EXPULSIONS.

AT the Quarterly Communication of the M. W. GRrAND
LonGE OF MassacHUSETTS, held at Freemasons’ Hall in
Boston, March 14, 1866, the Expulsion from all the rights
and privileges of Masonry of SamueL E. CHADWICK, by
Mount Moriah Lodge of Westfield, and of JEREMIAH D.
WELLS, by Jerusalem Lodge of Northampton, was approved
and confirmed by said Grand Lodge.

Attest,
CHAS. W. MOORE,

Grand Secretary.
Bosrox, March 16, 1866.

BOSTON:
PRESS OF THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE.
1866.
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+ Qbstract of Proeeedings

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,
Maxrcu 8, A.L. 5866.

A QUARTERLY CoMMUNICATION of the M. W. Granp LopGE
OF MAsSACHUSETTS was held at Freemasons’ Hall, in Boston,
on Wednesday, March 8, A.L. 5865.

M. W. WiLLiax PAREMAR
R. W. CnarLes C. Daxe .
R. W. Cuarres R. Traix
R. W. SoLoN THORNTON . .
R. W. Joux McCLELLAN .
R. W. Cuarres W. MOORE .
R. W. C. Levi WooDBURY .

W. Rev. WiLLiax S. STUDLEY .

W. WiLLiax D. StratTON
W. Hesey W. Mozzey
W. Saxcer P. OLivEr
W. HExrY MCULLIKEN .
W. Joux A. GooDpwix
W. LoveLL BICKNELL 2
W. F. LyMax Wixsmr
W.F.J. Foss .

W. E. D. BANCROFT

W. J. K. HAYwaRp %
Bro. H. G. BARrows

Present.

Grand Master.

. Deputy Grand Master.

Senior Grand Warden pro tem.

Junior Grand Warden.

Grand Treasurer.

Recording Grand Secretary.
Corresponding Grand Secretary,
Grand Chaplain.

Grand Marshal.

Grand Sword Bearer.

Senior Grand Deacon,

Junior Grand Deacon,

Grand Stewards.

Grand Pursuivant.
Grand Lecturers.
Grand Organist.
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DisTrICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R W.JIAMES A.FOoX . . . « & ¢« v ¢ v v v « « & District No. 1
R W.WiLLIAM SUTTON . . . . ¢« + « + &« « & & District No. 2.
R W.WiLLiaM F.SALMON . . . . « + « « « .+ . District No. 8.
R.W.H.C.SKINNER . « .+ ¢ « ¢ &« ¢ « o o o & District No. 4.
R-W JP.LOVELL . . .« . « « « « « o« « . . . District No. 6.
RWJWDADMUN . . . . . & « « o « o« o« . * District No. 6.
RWLW.IoveELL. . . . « . « « .« . .« . . District No. 7.
RW.RSPOPE:+ . « v ¢« ¢« v v v ¢ v v o o District No. 8.
R. W. HENRY CHICKERING « . « « « « o o o & & District No. 9.
R.W. WiLLIAM E. PARMENTER . . . . .« « « & . . District No.11.

The Grand Lodge was opened in Ample Form, at a quar-
ter past 2 o’clock, P.M. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

W. Bro. Robert B. Hall was recognized as Proxy for
Plymouth Lodge, and Bro. John H. Marcey for Quinebaug
Lodge.

The Secretary announced that he had upon his table, peti-
tions for Charters for seven Lodges, which trere presented
and referred as follows : —

For Starr King Lodge, Salem, to Brothers Coolidge, Stearns,
and Lotts ; Ancient Landmark, Shanghai, China, to Bros. Gard-
ner, Muzzey, and Shattuck ; St. James, Mansfield, to Bros. Em-
mons, Thornton, and Chamberlain; Belmont, Belmont, to Bros.
‘Winghip, Smith, and Davis; Hope, Garduoer, to Bros. Warren,
Oliver, and Foss ; Roswell Lee, Springfield, to Bros. Chickering,
Smith, and Salmon; May Flower, Middleboro, to Bros. Lewis,
Sutton, and Perkins.

The foregoing Committees subsequently offered the fol-
lowing reports, which were adopted, viz : —

STARR KING LODGE.

The Committee appointed on the application of Starr King
Lodge of Salem, for a Charter, have examined the records of
the same during their Dispensation, and the by-laws -submitted
by them ; they find them correct, and recommend that a Charter
be issued to the parties named in the application,

For the Committee.

: WiLLiax D. CooLipGe, Chawman.
Bostoy, March 8, 1865.
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ROSWELL LEE LODGE.

To the M. W. Grand Master and Members of the Grand Lodge of
: Massachusetts.

Your Committee to whom was referred the application for a
Charter of Roswell Lee Lodge, which for the last year has been
working under Dispensation at Springfield, respectfully report,
that they have attended to the duty assigned them, and have
examined their by-laws and records. The former they find are
in accordance with the requirements of the Grand Lodge Consti-
tutions, and the latter accurately and beautifully kept, a model in
all respects. All'dues to the Grand Lodge have been paid, and
its requirements complied with, and they recommend that a Char-
ter be issued to them.

Respectfully submitted.
Hexry CHICKERING.
WiLLiaM F. SALMON.

Bosrox, March 8, 1865. : CrArLes E. Smrra.

ANCIENT LANDMARK LODGE.

Graxp Lopnae or MassacHuserts, March 8, A.L. 5865.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of sundry
brethren at Shanghai, China, for a Charter, together with the
dispensation, by-laws, records, and accompanying documents, re-
spectfully report —

That the M. W. Grand Master, on the 14th day of December,
1863, was pleased to grant a Dispensation to certain American
brethren residing in this distant part of the world, empowering
them to form and open a Lodge at Shanghai, by the name of An-
cient Landmark Lodge ; that upon its arrival the brethren named
therein met on the ninth of May, A.D. 5864, formed themselves
into a regular Lodge of Masons, and continued to meet from time
to time until the fourth of December last, when they transmitted
a full account of their doings to the M. W. Grand Master, by
which it appears that they have had thirty-five meetings, fifty-
seven applications, of which three were rejected and forty-six
accepted. They have initiated forty-three as Entered Apprenti-
ces, passed thirty-four as Fellow Crafts, and raised twenty-seven
Masters.
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The returns are made with great care, and the records have
cen kept with discretion, minuteness, and good taste. The
y-laws are strictly in conformity with our constitutional re-
uirements. The dues to the Grand Lodge have been paid
o full. ’

Brother Charles E. Hill (appointed W. Master under the Dis-
ensation) has written a very interesting communication to the
1. W. Grand Master, from which your Committee take the fol-
owing extracts : —

“ Since I accepted the position of Master I have devoted a portion of
very day to the work, and have fully posted all the officers and brothers
*ho would come to me for it. And I can say with pride and much pleasure,
1at I never saw 8o many Masons in one family, who were so well acquainted
rith work. None have been allowed to advance until thorough in the pre-
eding degree. My interpretation of a suituble projitiency, is an ability to
nswer any and all questions any brother may ask, giving “the in
1ll, and explaining minutely every portion of the ceremony, giving the rea-
ons as explained in the E. A. lecture, and also the middle-chamber work in
he F. C. The result is, that of twenty-seven raised, twenty can confer the
. A.and F. C.in full, and all can fill any office in the Lodge, save Master, in
ny of the degrees they have received.

“ That there may be no excuse, I am always ready to give instruction,
nd when there is more than I can do, I appoint some brother whose duty it
3 to see that the brother I send to him comes prepared to pass a rigid ex-
mination. As a failure to pass is then clearly the fault of the brother
ppointed to instruct, we have not yet had the mortification of rejecting a
ingle application for advancement. . . .

“I am extremely gratified to say that all has gone smoothly and in pegce
nd bharmony, and that we have the respect and good will of the English
.odges, and of all Masons. At our regular communication November 1, we
vere visited by Right W. Provincial Grand Master Mercer, P. P. G. M.
tawson, P. G. Secretary Mercer, and by several Past Masters. The Grand
daster requested to see our Masters’ Work, and Brother Pitman, living near
'y, was sent for and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. The
srand Master having intimated that he had heard of the proficiency of the
iew initiates, I requested all the officers of the Lodge to vacate their places
or the, occasion, and filled them entire with new brothers, when the work
vas done without a single mistake. After the work was completed, the
arand Master expressed to the Lodge his entire satisfaction, and great pleas-
wre, and remarked that he never saw it done better. Before leaving Shang-
i he visited the three Lodges under his jurisdiction, and called their atten-
ion to the proficiency of the American Lodge, recommended the officers
.nd members to often visit us, and ordered them to adopt our course, as to the
:xamination of applicants for advancement.”
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Your Committee feel that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
can look with pleasure and pride upon this their offspring beyond
the seas. This ancient Grand Lodge, true to her traditions, has
ever been zealous in disseminating Masonic light to those residing
in darkness, and is now performing a duty which it early learned,
and has never ceased to practice, of sending to distant lands her
messengers of peace. In her humble way she obeys the divine
injunction, * Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.” ‘

Your Committee cheerfully recommend that a Charter be
granted the petitioners’ by the name of Ancient Landmark
Lodge. -

Respectfully submitted.
WiLLiaM S. GARDNER.

H. W. Muzzey.
Davip S. SHATTUCK.

HOPE LODGE.
Bosrox, March 8, 1865.
To the M. W. Grand Master and Wardens of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Mount
Hope Lodge of Gardner, Mass., for a Charter, empowering them
to work, have attended to this duty and beg leave to report,
that they have carcfully examined the records of Mount Hope
Lodge and find them to have been correctly and properly kept,
while said Lodge has been acting under Dispensation.

That they have also examined the by-laws of Mount Ilope
Lodge and find them to be in accordance with the Laws and
Constitutions of the M. W. Grand Lodge.

That the books of the Treasurer and Secretary have also been
examined, and the payments found to be properly vouched, and
the dues of the Lodge all paid.

And therefore your Committee cheerfully recommend that the
prayer of said petition be granted, and a Charter issued to Mount
Hope Lodge of Gardner, Mass. -

For the Committee.
HeNRY W. WARREN.
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ST. JAMES LODGE.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of William |

G. Allen and others, for a Charter for a Lodge in Mansfield,
under the name of St. James Lodge, respectfully report, -that
they have examined the records of their doings while under
Dispensation and find them to be correctly kept. That they
have also examined a copy of their by-laws and find them to
conform to the requirements of the regulations of this Grand
Lodge, and would therefore recommend that the prayer of the
petitioners be granted. :
T. H. EMMONs.

Soron THORNTON.
TaoMAS E. CHAMBERLAIN.

BELMONT LODGE. .

In Graxp Lopee, Bosrow, March 8, 18665.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Brother
William B. Bothamly and others, to be chartered and constituted
under the title of Belmont Lodge, would respectfully report, that
having confidence in the Masonic integrity of the petitioners, and
in the regularity of all the proceedings of the Lodge while
working under Dispensation, the Committee recommend that the
prayer of the petitioners be granted.

For the Committee.
F. LyMax WinsHIP.

MAY FLOWER LODGE.

I Graxp Lopge, March 8, 18665.
The Committee appointed to examine the by-laws and records
of May Flower Lodge, respectfully report, that the former are
strictly in conformity with the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge,
and that the latter are neatly and accurately engrossed, and, that
the required fees are paid.
They therefore recommend that a Charter be granted, in con-
formity with the prayer of the petitioners.
WixsLow Lewis.
H. P. PERKINS.
WiLLIAM SuUTTON.

—
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The Grand Master announced in a}propriate and fitting
terms, the death of the late R. W. Brother Joun R. Brap-
FORD, a Past Grand Warden of this Grand Lodge, and ap-
pointed R. W. Brothers Alger, Coolidgeé, and Sheppard, to
prepare suitable resolutions commemorative of the event;
and this Committee subsequently offered the following report
which was adopted : —

Whereas it has pleased Divine Providence to remove from us
by sudden death our highly esteemed late Brother JouN R. BraD-
FORD, & past officer of this Grand Lodge, therefore —

Resolved, That we cannot part with our deceased Brother without some
expression of our grateful attachment and respect for his person, and of our
high estimate of his character, both as a Mason and as a man.

Resolved, That his long and unfaltering devotion to the principles and in-
terests of our beloved Order —a devotion signalized for over half a century by
a multitude of valuable services — call for our most thankful recognition.

Resolved, That his example is a model of firmness, industry, benevolence,
temperance, purity, and energetic integrity, worthy of reverence and imita-
tion on the part of all.

Resolved, That his memory is most dear to us, and that in the circum-
stances of his departure, taken directly from his tasks to his reward, without
suffering or fear, we own the merciful hand of the heavenly Father, and feel
that his family and friends are comforted in the assurance that they now have
this precious additional treasure laid up in beaven.

The Grand Master also announced the decease of our
aged and esteemed Brother BENJAMIN STEVENS, who, though
never a member of this Grand Lodge, was for forty-eight
years an active, adhering, and faithful brother.

On motion of the Grand Treasurer it was Voted, That
the sum of five hundred dollars be placed in the hands of the
Committee on Charity for charitable purposes.

There being no further business the Grand Lodge was
closed in Ample Form, at 4 o’clock. Prayer by the Grand
Chaplain.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

June 14, A.L. 5865.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION of the M. W. GraND LODGE
» MASSACHUSETTS was held at Freemasons’ Iall, in Boston,

| Wednesday, June 14, A.L. 5865.

W. WiLLIAM PARKMAN .
W. CuarLEs C. DaME
W. WeNDELL T. Davis .
W. SoLox THorNTON
W. Jonix McCLELLAN
W. CuarLeEs W. Moore

. Rev. WiLLiax S. STubDLEY

. WiLLiam D. STRATTON
. HeExrY W. MuzzeY .
. SAMUEL P. OLIVER .
. HEXRY MULLIKEN

. Joun A. GoopwIN

. LoveELL BIcKNELL E
. F. Lyman WiNsaie
“F.J. Foss %
. HENrY L. DaALTON

". E. D. BANCROFT }

" J. K. HAYWARD

Grand Master.

Deputy Grand Master.
Senior Grand Warden.
Junior Grand Warden.
Grand Treasurer.
Grand Secretary.
Grand Chaplain.
Grand Marshal.

Grand Sword Bearer.
Senior Grand Deacon.

. Junior Grand Deacon.

Grand Stewards.

Grand Pursuivants.

Grand Lecturers.

.

DistricT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

]

amEes A. Fox .

1LL1AM SuTTON

1LLIAM F. SaLMoN
. C. SKINNER

. P. LoveLL

ev.J. W. DapmuUx .
. W. LovrELL .

Rev. R. S. Pore

. W. HENrRY CHICKERING

. W.Davip W. CrarTs

méi

e EEEEEEE
Ho™

. W. NeweLL A. TuomPsON .

District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No.
District No. 10.
District No.12.
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The Grand Lodge was opened in Ample Form, at half-
ast 2 o’clock. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.
Petitions were presented for Charters by the following
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. Lodges, all of which had been workix;g the past year under
Dispensations, to wit : —

John T. Heard, Ipswich ; referred to Bros. Andrew Smith,
Amos Tapley, and Joshua Stearns.

William Parkman, Winchester ; referred to Bros. William S.
Gardner, N. A. Thompson, and William W, Baker.

North Star, Ashland ; referred to Bros. Theodore H. Em-
mons, Edward Stearns, and Lucius R. Paige.

Star Lodge, Athol ; referred to Bros. John W. Dadmun, S. A.
Stetson, and William Sutton.

The above Committees subsequently offered the following
reports, which were adopted : —

JOHN T. HEARD LODGE.

' In Graxp LobpGE, June 14, 1865.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of John T.
Heard Lodge of Ipswich, have attended to their duty and report,
that they have examined the records, returns, and by-laws of
said Lodge, and find them to be correct and in conformity to the
requirements of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge.

Your Committee would recommend that their request be granted,
and that they receive a Charter. All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted.

ANDREW G. SwiTH.
E. DaNA BANCROFT.
JostAH A, STEARNS.

WILLIAM PARKMAN LODGE.

IN GrAND' LopGE, June 14, 1866.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Albion
K. P. Joy and eleven others of Winchester, Mass., praying to
be constituted into a Lodge by the name of William Parkman
Lodge, respectfully report —
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