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ABSTRACT
THE PROCEEDINGS OF

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,

FROM

MARCH 14, 5855, TO DECEMBER 27, 58355.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Mazex 14, A. L. 5855.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand
Liodge of Massachusetts, was held at the Masonic Tem-
ple, in Boston, on Wednesday Evening, March 14, A. L.
5855.

PRESENT.

M. W. Winsrow Lewis, Grand Master.

R. W. Abraham T. Lowe, D. G. M.
« 8. W.Robinson,S.G. W.p.t. ~
¢ Samuel K. Hutchinson, J. G. W.
¢¢  Thomas Tolman, G. Treasurer.
*  Chas. W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
“ lJ{ohn ;I Shep, aer, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. Joseph H. Clinch, :
w a Wilkam R, Alger, § G- Choplaios.
¢ Charles R. Train, G. Marshal. ’
¢ Charles Robbins, S. G. D.
¢  Levi Rawson, J. G, D.
o ?enja?in Stevens,
. ohn P. Ober, »
“  John McClelien, G. Stewards.
¢  Marshall Lincoln,
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W. William D. Coolidge, G. S. B.
¢«  Thomas Restieaux, G. Pursuivant.
¢  William C. Martin, G. Lecturer.
Br. Irving I. Harwood, G. Organist.
* 8. H. Gregory, G. Chorister.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. Henry G. Clark, District No. .
¢ Jonathan Greenwood, “ No. 4.
“  Horace Chenery, ¢“ No. 6.

The Grand Lodge was opened, in ample form, at 7
o’clock. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

Brother Charles Rice was recognized as proxy for Me-
ridian Lodge ; Btother Orison Underwood, for Montgom-
ery Lodge; Brother A. A. Richmond, for Lafayette
Lodge ; Brother Hugh H. Tuttle, for Unjon Lodge, Nan-
tucket, and Brother Daniel Leonard, for Mount Hope
Lodge.

A petition for the removal of Mount Zion Lodge was
presented, and referred to Brothers S8heppard, Flint, and
Lovell. This Committee subsequently submitted the fol-
lowing Report, which was adopted.

March 14, 1855,

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of the Master
and Brethren of Mount Zion Lodge, of Hardwich, for a removal of
the same to the town of Barre, near which most of the members of
said Lodgé reside, report in favor of said removal, and also that the
dues to the Grand Lodge by said Mount Zion Lodge be remitted as in
said petition requested, and that the prayer of said petition be there-
fore granted. JOHN H. SHEPPARD,

JOHN FLINT,
STEPHEN LOVELL.

An invitation to attend the celebration of St. John’s
day, on the 23d of June next, at Milford, was received
from Montgomery Lodge, and accepted.

A petition for the restoration of the Charter of Good
Samaritan Lodge, at Reading, signed by Brother Joshua
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Prescott and seven other Breth;en, former members of
said Lodge, was presented, and, on motion, the prayer of
‘the petitioners was granted.

.The W. Master of St. Andrew’s Lodge presented the
recently revised By-Laws of said Lodge, for approval,
which were referred to Brothers Martin, Alger, and Dame,
who subsequently reported that they were in conformity
with the Constitution and Regulations of the Grand Lodge,
and recommended that they be approved. The Report
was adopted.

A petition for a Dispensation for-a new Lodge at South
Boston, to be called ¢ The-Gate-of-the-Temple,” signed
by Rev. Joseph H. Clinch, and sixteen other Brethren,
Master Masons, countersigned by the District Deputy
Grand Master for the First Masonic District, and approv-
ed by St. Paul’s Lodge, South Boston, was presented and
referred to Brothers Harwood, Coolidge and Ober. This
Committee, having heard the petitioners, subsequently re-
ported that the prayer of the petition ought to be granted.
The Report was accepted.

The Grand Master informed the Grand Lodge that he
had received unofficial information that a delegation from
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, would visit the city on
Masonic business in the course of the present month,
whereupon, on motion of the Recording Grand Secretary,
it was unanimously

Voted, That the M. W. Grand Master be invested with full powers
to make any arrangements he shall deem proper, io give said Dele-
gation a reception worthy of this Grand Lodge, and of the high char-
acter of our sister Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

The Grand Lodge was closed, in ample form, at 9
o'clock. Prayer by Grand Chaplain.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Jone 13, A. L. 5855.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts was held at the Masonic Temple,
Boston, on Wednesday Evening, June 13, A. L. 5855..

PRESENT.

W. WinsLow Lewis, G. Master. ~
W. John B. Hammatt, S. G. W.p. .
¢ A.A. Dame, J. G. W. p. t.
. *  Thomas Tolman, G. Treasurer.
¢ Charles W, Moore, R. G. Secretary.
¢ John H. Sheppard, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. E. M. P. Wells, G. Chaplain, p. t.
Br. John McCellan, G. Marshal, p. t.
*  Wm. Parkman, S. G. D. p. t.
« 8. Thornton, J.G. D, p. t.
¢ Samuel P. Oliver, p. t. -
¢« Marshall Lincoln, P }Grand Stewards.
. *  Wm. C. Martin, G. Lecturer.
“ I 1 Harwood, G. Organist.
“  Samuel H. Gregory, G. Chorister. -

M.
R.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W, Isaac P. Seavey, District No. 2.
¢«  Rev. Albert Case, “ No. 5.
¢ Lucien B. Keith, ¢“ No. 7.

The Grand Lodge was opened, in ample form, at three-
quarters past 7 o’clock. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

Br. William Knapp was recognized as proxy for Ply-
mouth Lodge.

R. W. Brother Sheppard offered the fc;ﬂowing vote,
which was adopted :—

Yoted, That the Commitiee of Charity, or a majority of said Com-
mittee, be authorized and empowered to draw upon the Treasurer of
the Grand Lodge such sums of money, for the purpose of relieving
any case of suffering that may, in their opinion, require immediate at-
tention ; but with the understanding, that the maximum of their with-
drawals from the funds in the hands of the said Treasurer, shall not
exceed fifty dollars between each Quarterly Meeting of the Grand
Lodge, and to report the same Quarterly.
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On the snggestion of the M. W. Grand Master, Broth-
ers Bheppard, Thaxter and Parkman, were appointed a
Committee to consider and report on the expediency of
appropriating the entire day, preceding the evening of the
regular Quarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge,
for the exemplification of the Work and Lectures, under
the direction of the Grand Lecturers.

The M. W. Grand Master laid before the Grand Lodge,
with appropriate remarks, a Daguerreotype likeness of the
venerable Brother Moses Thomas, of New Bedford, ac-
companied with the following letter from the donor :—

4 Hamilton Place, Boston, June 13, 1856,

To the M. W. Grand Master, the R. W. G. Officers, and the
Members of the Grand Lodge of Massachuseils :—

Accompanying this I present you with a correct likeness of Bro.
Moses Thomas, of New Bedford, which I respectfully request may be
added to the Gallery of Ristorical Portraits now forming under your

. direction.

It has occurred to me, and to very many others, that while we are
paying honors to the memory of Masons distinguished upon your re-
cords, by preserving the lineaments of their countenances, amongst
your archives, we ought not to overlook those, whe, in the humbler,
bat not less useful sphere of sibordinate Lodge labor, have main-
tained throngh scores of years their Masonic integrity, and held up
the light of our time-honored Order to the world around them.

Of such is the venerable Brother Thomas, more than sixty years a

. Mason! His is the rare instance of a Brother distinguished alike for
the social and private virtues, to whose character Freemasonry had
lent all her graces ; who has past the Psalmest's utmost computation,
without as yet fulfilling the Psalmist’s prediction, * That his strength
is labor and sorrow.”

Such a name it is good for us to preserve iu these degenerate days ;
such a countenance as his will never call a blush upon the faces of any
who may gaze upon it. The pillars of Wisdom, Strength and Beauty,
collected, or to be collected, by you, will not be dishonored by the en-
trance of his. d

Brother Thomas will soon, in the changes of time, be removed
from our walls, 10 a work even higher and gobler, in which, at least
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‘for the present, we cannot participate. While yet he tarries, awaiting
his summons, I have secured this most excellent likeness of him, and
respectfully ask leave to present it to your Most Worshipful Body for
acceptance and preservation.

Very truly and Fraternally yours,
E. T. WILSON.

After appropriate remarks by several Brethren, on the
character and long services of our aged and honored
Brother, the following vote was unanimously adopted :—

Voted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented to Brother
E. T. Wilson, M. D., for his very acceptable present of a * correct
likeness of Brother Moses Thomas, of New Bedford,” and that the
same be placed in the archieves of the Grand Lodge.

On motion, R. W. Brother Harwood was requested to
prepare and lay before the Grand Lodge, a brief Memoir
of the venerable Brother Thomas.

The Grand Lodge was closed, in ample form, at balf-
past 9 o’clock.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Sser. 13, A. L. 5855.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, was held at the Masonic Tem-
ple, Boston, on Wednesday Evening, Sept. 13, A. L.
58565.

PRESENT.

M. W. WinsLow Lewis, Grand Master.

R. W. Abraham T. Lowe, D. G. M.
¢ Lucius R. Paige, 8. G. W. p. t.
¢ Samuel K. Hutchinson, J. G. W.
¢  Thomas Tolman, G. Treasurer.
«  Hugh H. Tuttle, R. G, Secretary, p.t.
*  John H. Sheppard, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. E. M. P. Wells, G. Chaplain, p. t.
¢« C. R. Train, G. Marshal.
¢ William Parkman, 8. G. D. p. .
*  Louis A. Surette, J. G. D. p. t,



9

W. Benjamin Stevens,
¢ John P. Ober, }G. Stewards.
**  John McClellan,
*  Wm. D. Coolidge, G. S. B.
*  William C. Martin, G. Lecturer.
Er. Samuel H. Gregory, G. Chorister,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
R. W. Lucien B. Keith, District No. 7.

The Grand Lodge was opened, in ample form, at 7
o’clock. Prayer by the Rev. E. M. P. Wells.

R. W. Br. Sheppard, in behalf of thé Committee on
the more frequent exemplification of the Work and Lec-
tares, presented the following Report, which was accept-
ed :—

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of establishing
more frequent exemplifications of the Work and Lectures of the first
three Degrees in Masonty, as recognized by the Grand Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts, having met and duly considered the nfatter, present unani
mously, the following ‘

REPORT:

That the subject is one of important bearing on the well being of
the Institution. From the great increase of Lodges, and the enlarge-
ment of the numbers of the Fraternity in this State, and throughout
the whole country, it claims the immediate attention of the Grand
Lodge—and for several reasons, viz :—

1st. Because an uniformity of Work and Lectures is necessary in
the sevoral Lodges under our Jurisdiction—of which there are now
about eighty—in order to preserve ancient Craft Masonry from inno-
vation and injury, and keep the old Landmarks of the Order always in
view of the Brethren.

2d. Because frequent intercourse between the officers and members
of different Lodges would contribute much to promote such uniform-
ity : since from local distances, and the remote and insulated situation
of some Lodges in this Commoniwealth, all our Brethren do not, and
cannot, enjoy equal privileges in this respect.

3d. Becanse it has been found necessary for the exemplification of
the Work and Lectures, and to prevent errors and innovations, that a
day should be annually set apart and devoted to this object by the

2
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Grand Lodge, viz:—December 27th, the day on which the Officers of
the Grand Lodge are installed.

But your Committee is of opinion, that one day only in the year is
not sufficient for the object intended, and that great good would result
from more frequent meetings for this purpose. Such a change would
not be confined in its salutary influences to the mere object of uniform-
ity in the Work and Lectures. It would tend to promote more friendly
and sogial intercourse among Brethren living remote from each other,
and who now seldom meet: we should feel more interest for each
other as men and Masons ; and thus carry out the great object of our
Institution—the diffusion of light and knowledge and Brotherly Love.

Your Committee therefore recommend and report, that the Work
and Lectures of the first three Degrees, shall be exhibited and exem-
plified quarterly, as follows :—

On the second Wednesday in March, June and September, in addi-
tion to the special communication on the 27th of December, commenc-
ing at nine o’clock in the morning, under the direction of the Grand
Lecturers, subject always to the supervision of the Grand Master.

In order therefore to carry out the report of your committee, if ac-
cepted, it will be necessary to amend Part I., Article 3d, of the Consti-
tution of the Grand Lodge, and they report the following amend-
ments—Part I., Art. 3d, Sect. 5th  For further instruction in the Lec-
tures and Work of the Degrees recognized by this Grand Lodge; the
Quarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge, held in the city of
Boston, on the 20 Wednesday in March, June and September, shall
commence at nine o’clock in the morning, in addition to the Special
Communication on the 27th of December.

JOHN H. SHEPPARD,
WILLIAM PARKMAN,
D. McB. THAXTER.

R. W. Brothers Paige, Low and Hammatt, were ap-
pointed a Committee on amending the Constitution, as
proposed in the foregoing Report.

A copy of the By-Laws of St. John’s Lodge was re-
ceived, and referred to Brothers Heard, Parkman and
McClellan, who subsequently reported favorably on them,
and they were approved.

A new draft of the By-Laws of Mount Lebanon Lodge
was also received and referred to Brothers Thaxter, Su-
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rette and Coolidge. ‘Their report on the same being favor-
able, was adopte«. .

On motion of W. Brother Heard, the following vote
was adopted :—

Votled, That the Recording Grand Secretary is hereby authorized
and instructed to send notifications of the Quarterly Communications
of this Grand Lodge to the Masters and Wardens of each subordinate
Lodge in this jurisdiction, also to members of Committees of this G.
Lodge, who are not otherwise members.

The notifications for the Wardens of any Lodge may be transmitted
to the Master of such Lodge, or directly to the Wardens, as they may
elect.

The proceedings of Mount Hermon Lodge, working
under a Dispensation at Medford, together with a copy of
its By-Laws, and a petition for a Charter, were received
and referred to Brothers Stevens, Coolidge and Thaxter.
This Committee reported in favor of granting a Charter.
as prayed for. The Report was adopted.

An invitation from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
to attend the Dedication of its new Hall in Philadelphia,
on the 26th instant, was presented, and referred to the M.
‘W. Grand Master to respond to the same, and make such
arrangemenis as he may deem necessary.

A copy of the proceedings of King Hiram’s Lodge, in
Provincetown, in the case of Brother Jeremiah Stone, was
received and referred to Brothers E. M. P. Wells, W, C.
Martin, C. A. Walker, S. M. Hunt and J. P. Ober.

A communication from Brother Stone was also subse-
quently received, and referred to the same Committee.

On motion of R. W. Brother Paige, the following vote
was adopted :—

Voled, That the Secretary of each subordinate Lodge under this
jurisdiction be required to certify to the Grand Secretary the names of
the Master and Wardens of his Lodge, within one week next after each
annual election.
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On motion of Brother Parkman, it was

Voted, That the address of the Grand Master and an account of the
ceremonies on redepositing the Plate, &ec. in the Corner-Stone of the
State House, in this city, be entered on the Records of this Grand
Lodge. i

On motion of Brother Heard, the Grand Master was
authorized to have such additions and alterations made to
the Regalia, in reference to the Celebration on the 26th
inst, in Philadelphia, as he may deem necessary.

On motion of Brother Martin, it was unanimously

Voted, That Mount Hermon Lodge, in Medford, be authorized and
empowered to coutinue their Masonic labors in accordance with the
powers and privileges expressed in the Warrant under which they
have existed as a legal Masonic body for the past year, and until a
Charter shall be presented said Lodge, as per vote of this G. Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was closed, in ample form, at half-
past 9 o’clock.

.RELAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE OF THE
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON.
[Entered upon Record, as per vote of Grand Lodge, Sept. 12, 1865.]

On the 7th day of August last, (1855,) while the workmen employ-
ed by the Commissioners in ;making repairs to the foundation of the °
State House, were removing a portion of the earth at the south-east
corner of the building, they were surprized by the appearance of a
few copper coins and a small leaden box, (if such it may be called,)
which consisted of two pieces of sheet lead, loosely put together, with-
out the usual solder generally used by workers in that metal. This
accident disclosed the fact, that the rough granite stone, still in its
place, was the Corner-Stone of the Capitol, and that the deposit made
in 1795, was placed upon the soil with no other protection than a small
quantity of the cement employed by the operatives in the construction
of the foundation of the building.

With praiseworthy alacrity Messrs. Joseph R. Richards and Samuel
K. Hutchinson, two of the Commissioners on the alterations of the
State House, secured all the deposits, together with [the material that
formerly enclosed them, and after consulting His Excellency the Gov-
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emor of the Commonwealth, and an antiquarian gentleman of Boston,
resolved upon having the same plate and coins replaced, without any
special display, under a new stoné, in a securely prepared metal box,
hermetically sealed.

Accordingly, on Saturday, August 11, 1855, just sixty years and
thirtyeight days from the date of the original laying of the Corner-
Stone, the ancient deposits were placed in a new metallic box made
for the purpose, and re-placed without any special ceremony, by the
regular successors of those who officiated in 1795, in the same corner,
but under a newly hammesed granite ashler, resting upon another
block of granite, firmly laid apon a new foundation.

This stone is easily distinguished, by being the lowest hammered
ashler on the south east corner of the building that has levelled edges.

Before placing the plate within the newly prepared box, a suitable
inscription, furnished for the Commissioners, was engraved on its ob-
verse. It reads thus:—

The Corner-Stone of the Capitol
baving been removed in consequence of alteration and additions to the building,
the original deposit, logether with this inscription,
is replaced by
The Most Worshipful WinsLow Lewis, M. D,
Grand Master,
and other Officers and Brethren of
The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
in presence of
His Excellency Henry J. GarDNER,
Governor of the Commonwealth,
on the 11th day of August, A, D. 1855,
A. L. 5855.

Joserr R. Ricuarps,
SamueL K. Hurcmmu,iComminionem.
Georage M. THaCHER,

The silver coins of the United States currency of the present year,
and the copper cents and half cents of the last four years, were like-
wise placed in the box, together with an impression of the State seal,
the title page of the first volume of the newly printéd Massachusetts
Colony Reports, and morning Papers of the day.

After the lid of the box was securely screwed down, the joints were
well soldered, and the box was cemented in an excavation prepared
in the bottom face of the Corner-Stone, which was subsequently setin
its place, in a firm manner, under the direction of the Commissioners.

The M. ,.. Grand Master, Winslow Lewis, M. D., in replacing the

D
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deposits, addressed the Goveruor and other Officers of the State, pres-
ent, in the following terms : —

¢ In behalf of the Officers of the G. Lodge, who are the representa-
tives of a numerous Fraternity in this State, I thank your Excellency
and the Honorable Comumittee, for the privilege of participating in this
interesting occasion ; one naturally suggestive of the transactions and
changes which time has effected since this stone was first placed here,
now sixty years ago. The growth of population, the increase of wealth,
the diffusion of education, the lives of the great and good who have
presided over the destinies of the Commonwealth, and its rapid and
uniform progress, would be themes on which a speaker might proudly
dilate. But the simple ceremonial which has called a few together,
without ceremony, forbid any extended remarks, and I have only to
add, in placing this box, the hope that the good Providence which has
so long smiled on our happy State, may still vouchsafe us his continued
blessings.”

The ceremony of replacement, and which was not of a sufficiently
interesting and important character to demand a public display, was
conducted in a quiet and unosientatious manner, and was witnessed by
His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth, the President of
the Senate, Members of the Execulive Council, the Heads of the De-
partments of State, and other gentlemen.

\

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION, Decemeer 12, A. L. 5855.

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, was held at the Masonic Temple, Bos-
ton, on Wednesday evening, December 12th, A. L. 5855.

PRESENT,

M. W. WinsLow Lewis, Grand Master.

R. W. Abraham T. Lowe, D. G. M.
¢« William C. Plunkett, S. G. W.
*  Samuel K. Hutchinson, J. G. W.
¢  Thomas Tolman, G. Treasurer.
s Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
¢ John H. Sheppard, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. E. M. P. Wells, G. Chaplain p. t.
“  William D. Coolidge, G. Marshal p. t.
s¢  Charles Robbins, S. G. Deacon.
¢ Levi Rawson, J. G. Deacon.
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W. Benjamin Stevens
« John M'Clellan, }G Stewards
s  William C. Martin, G. Lecturer.

Br. Samuel H. Gregory, G. Chorister.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.,

R. W, Henry G. Clark, District No. 1
¢ lsaac P. Scavey, “ No 2
¢  Peter Lawson, ¢“ No. 3
¢ Jonathan Greenwood, “ No. 4.
¢«  Rev. Albert Case, *“ No. 5.
¢ Horace Chenery, ¢«  No. 6.
¢ Sylvester Baxter, *“ No. 8
¢ Franklin Weston, ¢«  No. 9.
“  Charles Mattoon, ¢*  No. 10.

The Grand Lodge was opened, in ample form, at
half-past 6 o’clock. Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

Brother Merrill Pettingill was recognized as Proxy for
St. Matthew’s Lodge ; Brother John Hunt for Norfolk
Union, and Brother James A. Dupee for Washington
Lodge.

Committees on petitions for Charters, from Lodges hav-
ing worked under Dispensation the required time, were
appointed as follows .—

Mount Horeb Lodge, West Harwich.—Brothers Hunt,

Sleeper and Surette.

Puinam Lodge, East Cambridge.—Brothers Ohver,
Wales and Pattee.

Germania Lodge, Boston.—Brothers Martin, Parkman
and McClellan.

Benjamin Franklin Lodge, West Dennis.—Brothers
Case, Whytal and Flint.

At this stage of the proceedings, the Grand Marshal
introduced Brother Wha-bah-Goosh, President Chief of
the ¢ Seven United Nations,””—a native Indian in the full
costume of his people. He was received by the M. W,
Grand Master, and welcomed to the Grand Lodge in a
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few cordial and fraternal words; to which he made a
characteristic reply, and took a seat in the East.

A petition, signed by seven Brethren, former members
of the late St. Alban’s Lodge, Wrentham, praying that
the Charter of said Lodge may be restored to them, and
that they have permission to hold its future meetings in the
town of Foxborough, was presented and referred to Brs.
Raymond, Lathrop and Heard.

Brother Martin, in behalf of the Committee on the peti-
tion of Germania Lodge, submitted the following Report,
which was adopted :— :

The Committee appointed to examine the Records and By-Laws of

Germania Lodge, Boston, have attended to the duties assigned them,

and ask leave to
REPORT:—

That the manner in which the Lodge books-have been kept is evi-
dence that the necessary care and attention have been bestowed upon
them.

The By-Laws are predicated on correct Masonic usage, and care-
fully-enjoin upon the members of the Lodge a strict observance of the
rules and regulations of Freemasonry, and do not conflict with the
Constitution of this Grand Lodge. They are written in both the Ger-

man and English languages.
Your Commitiee recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be
granted. ~ W. C. MARTIN,

JOHN McCLELLAN,
WM. PARKMAN.

Masonic Temple, Boston, Dec. 12, 1855,

R. W. and Rev. Brother Wells, in behalf of the Com-
mittee to whom were referred the proceedings of King
Hiram Lodge against Brother Jeremiah Stone, submitted
the following Report :—

Masonic Temple, Dec. 12, 1855.

The Committee to whom was referred, at the meeting of this Grand
Lodge in Sepiember, the doings of King Hjram’s Lodge, in Province-
town, at the trial of Br. J. Stone, respectfully

, REPORT:—

That they have carefully examined the doings of King Hiram’s

Lodge, on the oocasion in question, and find that they were conducted

.
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with great regularity, and aécording to the requirements of this Grand
Lodge.

That the charge preferred against Br. Stone was, his baving recom-
mended for the blue Masonic degrees, and his having obtained their
being conferred on, a person whom he knew had been rejected in
another Lodge under your jurisdiction.

Your Committee further find, that this charge was not only proved,
but that its truth was fully admitted by the accused at the tria!, and
also, in a communication received by your Committee from Br. Stone,
the same is tacitly admitted under his own hand.

Your Committee further find, that under these circumstances, Br.
Stone’s expulsion must follow, according to the 2d Sec. of Art, III.
of Part Fourth of ‘the Constitution of this Grand Lodge, which is as
follows : —

“If any Mason knowingly assist, or recommend for initiation, to any
Lodge whatever, any candidate rejected as aforesaid, who may not
have obtained a recommendation as before provided, such Mason shall
be expelled from the Institution.”

All which is respectfully submitted. :
E. M. P. WELLS,
. W. C. MARTIN,

S. M. HUNT.

The Report was accepted and briefly discussed, when
the W.and Rev. Brother Lovell moved that Brother Jere-
miah Stone be expelled from all the rights and privileges
of Freemasonry. After some discussion, this motion was
laid on the table.

The Committee of Finance submitted their Report,
which was adopted.

A petition from Mr. J. D. Hoover, praying that he may
be restored to his privileges as a Mason, was received and
referred to Brothers Robinson, Robbins and Lovell.

The Committee on the petition of Franklin Lodge,
presented the following Report, which was adopted :—

. In Grand Lodge, Dec. 12, 1855,

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Br. Henry W.

Rugg and fourteen other Brethren, for the chartering of a Lodge, to
be located at Dennis, in the county of Bamstable, and to whom was
3
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also commitied the examination of the doings of these Brethren, act-
ing under a Dispensation granted them by the M. W, Grand Master of
this Grand Lodge, and also the By-Laws proposed to be adopted by
said Lodge, have attended to the duties assigned them, and respect-
full

d REPORT:—

That the application is made in conformity to the requirementa of
the Constitution of this Grand Lodge; their transactions under the -
Dispensation are in accordance with their duties as prescribed by the
Constitution of the Grand Lodge, and the By-Laws proposed to be
adopted by the Brethren of said proposed Lodge, are entitled to the
approbation of this Grand Lodge—and believing that the interest of
our Institution will be promoted thereby, we recommend that a Char-
ter be granted them-—the said Lodge to be called ¢ Franklin Lodge.”

A, CASE,
THOS. G. WHYTAL, iCoxumt:.
JOHN FLINT,

There being another Franklin Lodge in this State, the
petitioners in the case, were, on motion of R. W. Brother
Case, allowed to take the name of Bemjamin Franklin
Lodge.

The Committee on the petition of Mount Horeb Lodge,
offered the following Report, which was adopted :—

The Committee to whom was referred the petition for a Charter for
Mount Horeb Lodge, to be located at West Harwich, ask leave to sub-

mit the following
REPORT:

Your Committee find that said Lodge has been regularly organized
under a Dispensation from this Grand Lodge, for the term of one year
ond npwards ; that meetings have been regularly held, and proper
records of the same have been kept.

Your Committee also find that a code of By-Laws have been adopt-
ed for the government of said Lodge, which are in acoordance with
the requirements and regulations of the Graad Lodge.

And your Committee respectfully recommend that the prayer of the
petitioners be granted. 8. M. HUNT,

C. F. SLEEPER,
*LOUIS A. SURETTE

A Report from the Committee of Charity was presented,
and adopted.
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The Committee on the petition asking for a restoration
of the Charter of the late 8t. Alban’s Lodge, to Brother
L. N. Blake and others, submitted a verbal report, to the
effect, that the petition was defective, in not having receiv-
ed the approbation of the nearest Lodge. Whereupon,
it was

Voted, That the M. W. Grand Master be authorized to grant the
prayer of the petitioners whenever he is satisfied that the requirements
of the Constitution in the premises, have been complied with.

R. W. Brother Paige offered the following Report,
‘which was adopted :—

In Grand Lodge, Dec. 12, 1855,

The Committee to whom was referred a proposition to amend the
thid Article, Part First of the Constitution, by adding thereto as fol-
lows :—*‘ Sec. 2. For further instruction in the Lectures,and Work of
the degrees recognized by this Grand Lodge, the Quarterly Communi.
cations of the Grand Lodge held in the city of Boston, on the second
Wedneeday in March, June and September, shall commence at nine
o’clock in the moring, in addition to the Special Communication on
the 27th of December,”’—have considered the subject, and Report—

That it is not expedient to adopt said amendment,

Respectfully submitted,
LUCIUS R. PAIGE,
JOHN B. HAMMATT,
) ABRAHAM T. LOWE.

The Committee on the Library presented the following
Report, which was adopted :—
The Committee on the Library

REPORT:—

That the object for which they were appointed has been attained so
far, that they have the satisfaction of stating, that a very good collec-
tion of the best works on Masonry have been procured either by pur-
chase or donation. That the sum expended amounts only to the small
amount of something less than $100. The rest were the gifts of gen-
erous and zealous Brethren, and your Committee with pleasure wounld
allude among these, especially to Brother Thomas Waterman, who pre-
sented his collection, the gathering of many years. It consisted of
twentytwo volumes 8vo, and three folio, containing a series of works
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bound in chronological order, with copious indexes and notes by this
diligent and well informed Brother. That ardent Mason, Robert Mor-
ris, Esq. of Kentucky, also sent several valuable additions, and Brother
Leblanc Marconnay, of Paris, has not forgotten us. A member of
this Grand Lodge donated a large number, principally collected during
a residence on the Continent, and comprising much that is curious in
Masonic literature.

The collection at present consists of one hundred and ninetysix vol-
umes bound, and five hundred pamphlets. There are many works
both of value and rarity. There are some in the French, Spanish,
Italian, German and Dutch languages.

It is proposed by your Committee, at the termination of their duties,
to prepare suitable expressions of the thanks of the Grand Lodge to
the several donors for their liberality and attention to this important
object. -

When a suitable apartment shall have been procured for the execu-
tive officers of the Grand Lodge, the Library will be there placed, and
acoessible to the Fraternity, after a Librarian shall have been selected
and other preliminaries adopted.

As therefore the duties devolving on your Committee are not fully
completed, they ask for further time to finish their labors,

WINSLOW LEWIS, for the Committee.

The Committee on Portraits presented their final Re-
port, as follows, which was adopted :—

The Committee to procure the Portraits of the Past Grand Masters
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

REPORT:—

That they have the satisfaction to announce that their labors are now
completed, and with more success than was anticipated at the time of
their appointment. To obtain this result has required great persever-
ance, a large sacrifice of time and patience, and much of personal
t0il, but they deem these not in vain when these walls now almost
speak of so many of the departed, whose lives and memories are so in-
terwoven with the bright history of Massachusetts Masonry, and not of
Masonry only, but with the glory of our old Bay State. Omitting their
titles of distinction, let their names alone be their heralds :—

Joseph Warren ; John Warren ; John Cutler ; Paul Revere ; Josiah
Bartlett; Samuel Dunn ; Isaiah Thomas; Benjamin Russell ; Francis
J. Oliver; Samuel P. P. Fay: John Dixwell ; John Abbot; John So-
ley ; Joseph Jenkins; Joshua B. Flint; Paul Dean; Caleb Butler;
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Angustus Peabody ; Simon W. Robinson ; Edward A. Raymond, and
George M. Randall.

Nearly all these were painted by that very excellent artist, our Br.
John Pope, and the likenesses are deemed admirable.

Of the whole series two only are wanting and cannot be obtained ;
those of the Hon. Timothy Bigelow and Gen. Elijah Crane, and when
it is considered that the period of their administration embraces the
long term of eightyfive years, it is surely remarkable that so many of
the *¢ old familiar faces” are thus preserved to their successors, The
Committee were also authorized to enrich the collection (by a vote of
the Trustees of the Grand Charity Fund) with a portrait of Robert G.
Shaw, long a member of that Board, and one who was found a true
friend when friends were most needed.

St. John’s Lodge, the oldest in the United States, at the instigation
of your Committee, also favored us by the ‘‘ presentment” of that most
indefatigable and time-honored Mason, John B. Hammatt, Past Master
of that Lodge in 1810; one still with us to inspire with his presence
that dovotion and zeal which he has for fiftyfive years ever manifested
in the ¢ good old cause.”

Thus, my Brethren, the Committee, in evidence of their industry,
can. bid you look around on these walls, now graced by the effigies of
those who once graced the Chair of this Grand Lodge; and may we
all be inspired by the faces of the departed, as well as by those who
still are with us, to deserve the consideration and respect due to the
good and the true.

WINSLOW LEWIS, for the Committee.

R. W. Brother Harwood offered an amendment to the
10th Sect. of the 8th Art., Part First of the Constitutions,
requiring the District Deputy Grand Masters to make their
Returns at an earlier day than they are now required to
do, which was referred to Brothers Harwood, Dupee and
Thornton.

The same R. W. Brother subsequently offered the fol-
lowing vote, which was adopted :—

Voted, That the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge be
referred to a Committee of seven, for general revision ; and that the

operation of the new regulations, predicated on the Report of the Com-
mittee of which the R. W. Brother George G. Smith was chairman,
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and which was adopted by the Grand Lodge in June last, be suspend-
ed until otherwise ordered.

The M. W. Grand Master appointed on this Commit-
tee, Brothers Randall, Sheppard, Clark, Harwood, Moore,
Martin and Thaxter.

. The hour for the Election of Officers having arrived,
Brothers W. H. L. Smith, Knapp and Stevens were ap-
pointed tellers, and the election proceeded with the follow-
ing result :—

M. W, WinsLow Lewis, M. D., of Boston, Grand Master.

R. W. Joun T. Hearp, Esq., of Boston, 8. G. Warden.

¢ CparLes R. TraIN, Esq., of Framingham, Junior G. Warden.

¢ Hon. THoMas TorLMaN, of Boston, Grand Treasurer.

¢  Caanies W. Moozk, of Boston, Recording G. Secretary.

COMMITTEE OF FINANCE.
R. W. Damizr Harwoop, WiLLiax Parxmaw, Samuzi P. Orrves.
The elections having been completed, the regular busi-
ness was resumed : when the Committee on the petition of
Putnam Lodge presented the following Report, which was
adopted :—

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of eundry Breth-
ren, praying for a Charter under the name of Putnam Lodge, to be
located at East Cambridge, have attended to the duty assigned them
and respectfully recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be grant-

ed. S. P. OLIVER,
BRADFORD L. WALES,
Boston, Dec. 12, 1855, JESSE P. PATTEE.

At the request of the Brethren of the above Lodge,
whose convenience would be greatly promoted thereby, it
was

Voted, That Putnam Lodge have permission to continue its work un-
der its Dispensation, until such time as the Charter can be made out,
and the Lodge regularly constituted and its officers installed.

The R. W. Brother Randall offered the following Res-
olution, which was adopted :—
Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to report at the
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next Quarterly Meeting of this Grand Lodge, what should be the Re-
galia and Jewels of the Grand Lodge, and of the subordinate Lodges
within this jurisdiction.

The M. W. Grand Master appointed Brothers Randall,
Raymond and Moore, to constitute this Committee.

On motion of Brother 8mith, the Resolution of expul-
sion in the case of Brother Stone, was taken from the
table, and after debate, the further consideration of the
subject was referred to the next Quarterly Communica-
tion of the Grand Lodge.

R. W. Brother Harwood moved to proceed to fill the
vacancy in the Board of Trustees of the Grand Charity
Fund, occasioned by the election of the M. W. Brother
‘Winslow Lewis to the office of Grand Master, as provid-
ed for in the 3d Sec. of Art. 1, Part II., of the Constitu-
tions of the Grand Lodge.

On this motion, a debate arose as to the existence of
such vacancy, the result of which was the adoption of the
following votes :—

Voted, That itis the sense of the Grand Lodge that a vacancy exists
in the Board of Trustees of the Grand Charity Fund.

Voted, That the Grand Lodge will, at its next Communication, pro-
ceed to fill the vacancy existing in the Board of Trustees of the Grand
Charity Fund. :

R. W. Brothers Clark, Heard and Parkman were ap-
pointed a Committee to consider the subject of procuring
a new organ.

On motion of Brother McClellan, Brothers Heard,
Parkman and McClellan were appointed a Committee to
make arrangements for the Installation of the officers of
the Grand Lodge, on the 27th inst.

The M. W. Grand Master presented the Square, Level
and Plamb, recently used by the Mayor of the City, in
laying the Corner-Stone of the new Public Library Build-
ing, stating that it was a Gift from the City authorities to
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the Grand Lodge. Referred to R. W, Brothers Har-
wood, Wells and Stevens.

The Grand Lodge was closed, in ample form, at quar-
ter before 11 o’clock.

REGULAR COMMUNICATION—Dec. 27, A. L. 5855.

A Regular Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts was held at the Masonic Temple, in
Boston, on Thursday, December 27, A. L. 5855.

MORNING SESSION.

PRESENT.

M. W. WinsLow Lewis, Grand Master.
W. Louis A. Surette, S. G W.p. t.
s Caleb Rand, J. G. W .p-t.
R. W. Thomas Tolman, G. lreasurer.
¢ Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
W. C.R. Train, G. Marshal.
“  William D. Coolidge, G. S. B.
¢ Robert L. Robbins, S. G. D. p. t.
¢ Levi Rawson, J. G. Deacon.

« H Wilkins, )
“ Afns':ySauldell:? }Grand Stewards, p. t.

%  Wm. C. Martin, G. Lecturer.

The Grand Lodge was opened, in ample form, at 9
o’clock, in the morning.

There were present about two hundred Brethren, as
representatives and visitors.

The M. W. Grand Master presented a communication,
signed by Brother Job Chase and eight others, complain-
ing of certain proceedings in connection with Mount Ho-
reb Lodge, at Harwich. Read and referred to Brothers
Bradford, Hammatt and Fowle.

The Trustees of the Temple presented a statement of
their Receipts and Disbursements for the past year, which
was read and ordered to be recorded.



25

The Trustees of the Grand Charity Fund also presented
a statement of their doings for the past year.

The Grand Master having stated the particnlar business
of the meeting to be the exemplification of the Work and
Lectures of the degrees, called upon the Grand Lecturers
to take their places, organize a temporary Lodge of In-
struction, and proceed with the business of their appoint-

. ment.

The W. Brother Martin, as 8. G. Lecturer, assisted by
‘W. Brother Benjamin F. Nourse, as J. G. Lecturer, then
organized and opened a Lodge in the first degree; and
having given the lecture and work of that degree, closed
the Lodge and opened it in the second degree, and gave
the work and lecture of that degree. The Lodge was
then closed, and at 12 o’clock the Grand Lodge was call-
ed to refreshment. i

At 2 o’clock, P. M. the Grand Liodge reassembled, and
the Grand Lecturers resumed their labors, aud gave the
work and lecture of the third degree.

At 4 o'clock, the Grand Lodge was closed until 6 in
the evening, for the Installation of its Officers.

EVENING SESSION.

The Grand Lodge assembled in the evening, at half-
past 6 o’clock.

PRESENT.,

R. W. Simon W. Robinson, (P. G. M.,) as G. M.
¢  Abraham T. Lewe, D. G. M.
“  John B. Hammatt, S. G. W. p, t.

- ¢ Seth Sprague, J. G. W. p. t.
¢  Thomas Tolman, G. Treasurer.
¢ Charles W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
¢  John H. Sheppard, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. Wlllmm Alger, G. Chaplain.
¢  Charles R. Tram, . Marshal.
¢ Charles Robbins, S. G D.
¢  Levi Rawson, J. G. D.

4
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W. Benjamin Stevens,
¢ John P. Ober, }G. Stewards.
¢  John McClellan,
“ XVm. D. Coolidge, G. S. B.
o . S. Beaman, .
% Thomas Restieaux, } G. Pursuivants.
“  William C. Martin, G. Lecturer.
Br. Irving I. Harwood, G. Organist.
¢ Samuel H. Gregory, G. Chorister.

DIRSTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W, Henry G. Clark, District No. 1.
¢ Isaac P. Seavey, “ No 2.
¢ Jonathan Greenwood, ¢“ No. 4.
¢“ Rev. Albert Case, ¢« No. 5.
¢ Sylvester Baxter, ¢« No. 8.

“  Benjamin Brown, for Nantucket.

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form. Prayer
by Rev. N. M. Gaylord.

The R. W. Grand Master then announced the particu- .
lar business of the evening to be the Installation of the
Officers, and appointed the R. W. Brothers Dean, Ran-
dall, Dame, Keith and Tolman a Committee to introduce
the Grand Master elect, for installation. The Committee
having attended to this duty, the M. W. Brother Winslow
Lewis was installed in due and ancient form, and saluted
by the Brethren as Grand Master for the ensuing year.

The M. W, Grand Master then installed the elected of-
ficers, and announced the re-appointment of R. W. Abra-
bam T. Low, of Bridgewater, as his Deputy; and bav-
ing installed him into his office, announced the follow-
ing

APPOINTMENTS.
R. W. John H. Sheppard, Boston, Corresponding G. Secretary.
W. Rev. Joseph H, Clinch, Boston, and Rev, William R. Alger,
Boston, G. Chaplains.
¢  William D. Coolidge, Boston, G. Marshal.
¢¢  Charles Robbins, Boston, S. G. Deacon.



27

W. Levi Rawson, M. D., Farnumsville, J. G. Deacon.

Benjamin Stevens, Boston, Juhn P. Ober; Boston, G. Washing-
ton Warren, Charlestown, and Marshal Lincoln, Hingham,
Grand Stewards.

¢ john MClellan, Boston, G. Sword Bearer.

“ A.S. Beaman, Fitchburg, and Thomas Restieaux, Boston, Grand
Pursuivants.

“  William C. Martin, Boston, and B. F. Nourse, Cambridge, G.
Lecturers.

Br. Irving I. Harwood, Boston, G. Organist,
‘¢  Samuel H. Gregory, Boston, G. Chorister.
¢ Eben F. Gay, Boston, G. Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. Henry G. Clark, M. D, Boston, District No. 1.
¢ Isaac P. Seavey, Newburyport, “ 2.
¢ Peter Lawson, Lowell, ° « 3
¢ Jonathan Greenwood, Framingham, “« 4
¢ Rev. Albert Case, Hingham, «“ 5.
¢ Horace Chenery, Worcester, “ 6.
¢ John Edson, Bridgewater, “ 7
¢ Sylvester Baxter, Hyannis, « 8
¢  Franklin Weston, Dalton, « 9.
¢ Charles Mattoon, Greenfield, “ 10.

¢ Benjamin Brown, Spacial Deputy for Nantucket.
¢ J. P. Johnson, Special Deputy for Provincetown.
¢ Charles T. Ward, Special Deputy for Valparaiso, 8. A.

The foregoing officers having been duly installed by the
R. W. Deputy Grand Master, and the usual proclamation
made by the Grand Marshal, the M. W. Grand Master
delivered the following interesting and appropriate

. ADDRESS.

Another year is added to our venerable and venerated Institution ;
again we meet under auspices the most cheering, under circum-
stances the most favouring ; and it becomes us humbly and devoutly
to acknowledge that protecting Providence which has upheld and sus
tained us. May we now and ever look to Him for support and guid-
ance. Throughout the world, the accession to the Order has been
great; perhaps unperalleled. The timid and the cautious have trem
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bled at its inorease, and its prosperity has excited alarm. We oonffass
that we entertain no such distrust. We have confidence in the justice
of the cause in which we are engaged, and though the storms come,
as in the past they have come, the tempests blow, as they have blowa,
we shall not be shaken, for the rock of TRuTH is our foundation, and
against it error shall not prevail.

Within our own jurisdiction, all has been harmonious. We have
no dissensions to report, no wounds to heal. Our increase has been
rapid but healthy, our course onward and cheering. Cities, towns and
villages have added to the brotherhood and strengthened the tie which
binds us to the cause of a universal Philanthropy.

The year has passed without a diminution of officers of our Grand
Lodge by death. We have been spared once more to gather to-
gether; and the sad memorial to departed Brothers, which annually
occupies a portion of the address from the Chair, and tinges its féatures
with sadness, it is permitted us, on this occasion, by the meroy of our
Father, to omit, but not without our devout thanks for his sparing
mercy.

Of the various occurrences during the year, in which this Grand
Lodge was called to participate, it may not be without interest to the
Brethren to allude particularly to some. -

A delegation from Philadelphia visited Boston, and were received
and entertained at this our Masonic Home ; and it is to be hoped, that
that brotherly love and interest which have been so long maintained
between us, were strengthened and confirmed by that pleasant re-
union.

The Grand Lodge, at the invitation of the Lodge at Milford, cele-
brated the festal day of Masonry at that flourishing place. It was a
day of pleasure to all who attended, and the exercises were of a char-
acter which reflected great credit on the Milford Brethren.

By the politeness, the good taste and correct judgment of the Com-
missioners on enlarging the Stale House, sanctioned by his Excellency
the Governor, the Grand Master was invited to re-lay the corner-stone,
and a plate was by him deposited, which bore the record, that a
successor of Paul Revere (the then Grand Master, who laid the orig-
inal) was present 60 years subsequent, to assist in a like ceremony.

. On the 24th of September, the new Masonic Edifice in Chesnut”
street, Philadelphia, was dedicated in the most imposing manner.
The Grand Lodge of this State were present in full numbers, and re-
ceived those attentions and fraternal cougtesies due to the moet an-
cient Grand Body of Masons in the United States, We cannot but
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express the pleasl;re and pride we feel on stating our conviction, that
for splendor of accommodation that beautiful edifice is unsurpassed
anywhere. As a valuable hint to the Brethren in this jurisdiction,
let it be noted for their example, that the most pleasing and attractive
feature in the vast procession on that day, was the uniformity and ele-
gant simplicity of the regalia. The apron of lambskin, and a plain
blue sash, were more effective than the most gorgeous parapherna-
lia; and we would enforce on our Order here, the necessity of a
uniform regalia among us, as more consonant with good taste and ele-
gance.

September 17th, the Grand Master was invited to be present at the
laying of the cornerstone of the Free Public Library of the City of
Boston. Resolutions passed the Board of Aldermen on the expedi-
ency and propriety of observing this time-hallowed practice. The
Head of the Municipal Government being of the Order, and as there
also appeared tosbe a general desire that the Masonic ceremonies
should be observed on the occasion, it is with regret we add, that they
were wholly omitted. We leave the subject without further comment.

On November 8th, the very beautiful edifice erected by the Breth-
ren of Fraternal Lodge at Hyannis, was dedicated by the Grand Mas-
ter. The assemblage was large, and every thing on the occasion evin-

“oed good fellowship and prosperity in this flourishing Masonic Dis-
trict. ’

Since occupying the Chair of this Grand Ludge, the incumbent has
felt the waut of information respecting the condition and standing of
the other Grand Lodges of the United States, their actions, opinions
and decisions, Itis evident that such information would be highly
valuable and important. It might shed “ more light,” and make us
better acquainted with the great Band with which we are united. It
is submitted to you whether our accomplished Corresponding Grand
Secretary might not be requested 10 prepare an annual statement, em.
bracing the subjects just alluded to.

Communications have been received from several of the District
Deputies. It is of the greatest importance that all these officers
should transmit them. Without this observance, how can the condi-
tion of our Lodges be known here, or their mode of work, or any dis-
crepancies which may exist? It is incumbent upon this Body to rem.
edy a complaint which has been made by many Lodges, that they
have no opportunity afforded them by the parent Body of being
taught the lectures and correct work. This should be done, by either
the Grand Lecturers or the District Deputies, who are competent to do
80, and their expenses paid from the common fund.
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Itis recommended by the Grand Officer of the 10th District, that
the charter of Mt. Vernon Lodge, Belchertown, Thomas, Monson, and’
Humanity, Brimfield, be recalled, as these have long ceased to be
working Lodges. It is therofore suggested that they be stricken from
the roll,

It is with regret, that the Chair is compelled by a sense of imperi-
ous duty to state, that Dispensations for conferring degrees with un-
called for rapidily, have been granted to an alarming number. If
among those who have thus erred, there be any present, let them in
future be chary of such favors. The neceesity should be urgent, and
well considered, ere granted; and to those, whether present or absent,
who have the exercise of such power, letits operation be deeply im-
pressed on their minds. One thus hastily received into the Order must
necessarily lose much of the import and impress of his duties and
obligations. His ideas of Masonry must be vagne and perhaps un-
satisfactory. Bewildered at the portal, he can discover uo beauties
in the edifice. The basis being feeble, there caunot be raised a proper
superstructure. Lét this be amended. ;

The ¢ Charity Fund” is very naturally an object of interest and
solicitude to the members of the Grand Lodge, and to every Massa-
chusetts Mason ; and though this may not be the place, and if it were,
the Chair has neither the data nor the time, for a detailed history of
it; yet, it may not be uninteresting to some of our Brethren present
to learn, that it has been in existence for nearly half a century, and
that it has been, under a kind Providence, an important and efficient
instrument in sustaining the interests of this Grand Lodge, and of the
Fraternity throughout this whole Commonwealth. But for it, we
should not now be assembled in this beautiful Hall. But for it, Ma-
soary in this Commonwealth would at this moment be without a per-
manent Home. [ts origin was briefly as follows :—

In December, 1809, the Grand Lodge appointed a Committee, con-
sisling of R. W, Bros. John Soley, Francis J. Oliver, John Dixwell,
Benj. Russell and Shubael Bell, to digest and report a “ plan for car-
rying into execution a Fund for Charity,” as contemplated by the 4th
Chap. of the Rules and Regulations of the Grand Lodge. This Com-
mittee did not make their report until January, 1811, when they sub-
mitted a plan, the wisdom of which, an experience of nearly fifty
years has but approved and confirmed. It provided for the holding
of the Fund by a Board to be denominated the Trustees of the Grand
Charity Fund of Grand Lodge of Massachuselts, and to consist of the
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Grand Master, Dep. Grand Master, Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer
and Grand Secretary, and four Brethren to be chosen by Grand Lodge,
to serve during good behavior. The first Trustees so choeen were
Josiah Bartlett, M. D.; John Warren, M. D.; Hon. Thomas Dawes
and Rev. Dr. John Elliott; and these Brethren, with Hon. Timothy
Bigelow, G. M., Hon, John Abbat, D. G. M., and Andrew Sigourney,
Esq., G. T., constituted the first Board. The plan thus submitted, far-
ther provided for the increase of the Fund, by appropriating one-fourth
part of the annual dues paid by the Lodges to the Grand Lodge, and
one dollar for each candidate initiated within the jurisdiction, together
with{one-half of all donations to the Grand Ledge, not otherwise appro-
priated by the donors. As a basis to build upon, the Grand Lodge in
1811 voted $1,000 in specie to the Fund. It also provided that no loan
or donation should be made from the principal of the Fund, until the
income thereof shall amount to $3,000 per annum, though the Treas-
urer was empowered to hold in his hands one year’s interest, to be
distributed in charity to worthy Brethren, should occasion require.

There is not time to follow up the history of the Fund, to depiot its
early struggles, its many trials and discouragements, or its itaportance
in the great struggle of this Grand Lodge, when but fur its efficient
aid, the wisest among us is not wise enough to say what the result
might have been. Of this, we are certain, that for many years, the
only pecuniary support this Grand Lodge received from any source,
came from this Fund.

For the better security of the Fund, the Grand Lodge in 1816, ap-
plied to the Legislature and obtained an act of incorporation ; under
which it continued to hold its property, and to transact its fiscal busi-
ness, until the year 1834, when, for wise reasons, it surrendered its legal
charter to the Body from whence it was received, and resumed its po-
sition .as a voluntary association. At this time, it had invested its
Charity Fund in real estate, in this Temple, which it could neither
safely hold nor manage, except as provided by the laws of this Com-
monwealth, It accordingly sold the property outright to a wealthy
and trustworthy Brother, who held it until such time as the Grand
Lodge thought itself warranted in repurchasing it for the benefit of
the Fraternity, not of Boston, but of the whole State. This it did, and
had the property conveyed by deed to nine Trustees, in perpetuity,
with power to fill their own vacancies, subject to the approval of the
Grand Lodge. These Trustees are required by the deed of trust to
pay the debt due to the Grand Charity Fund, and all mortgages and
other demands against the property, or which the Grand Lodge had
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oontracted in the erection of the building. This they have done to &
" very considerable extent, and the probability is, that in a few years
more of prosperity, they will be able to free the building from all, in-
cumbrances. At that time, and not before, it may properly be re-
garded as a source of income to the Grand Lodge. The Grand Char-
“ity Fund at present consists of an investment in this Temple, one rafe
and productive ; and the Fund gives promise of being able in a short
period, to lend its aid to a more extended action of Masonic charity.

The Trustees of the Temple have paid during the last five years
on the debt of the Grand Lodge, besides making necessary and some
expensive alterations and repaire, the sum of $6,608 79, leaving a debt
still due on note and mortgage amounting to $14,500, besides the sum
due the Grand Charity Fund. From my own knowledge, this Board
are entitled to the entire confidence and thanks of the Grand Lodge,
for their faithfulness and disinterested services. Their labors have
been arduous, and their industry untiring. They have given their
talents and time to the work, and though they have a lawful right to
a fair compensation for their services, secured to them by the deed of
trust, [ am happy as I am proud to say, that they have never appro-
priated 20 much as “ half a Jewish shekel of silver” to their own °
use, or to any other purpose whatever, than the actual and legitimate
purposes of their appointment.

There is a subject which has been agitated in most of the Grand
Lodges of these United States, but, so far, it is believed without any
successful result, viz.: the bringing of non-affiliated Masons to share
in the labors and expenses to which every one should lend his aid,
The Brother who does not do either of these, is undeserving of his
tile. Heisa drone in our hive. He, or his posterity, his widow and
orphans, may reap where he has not sown, and may share where he
has had no investment. It is of importance to find a remedy for such
backsliders, and it is submitted to your wisdom to apply it.

During the past year, the following Warrants and Charters have been
issued, viz. :—

Jan. 18th.—Warrant to Agawam Lodge, at Wareham, to John M
Kenny and others, on the recommendation of Plymouth and King.
David’s Lodges.

March 16th.—Warrant to De Witt Clinton Lodge, at Sandwich, to the
Il;ev. Thos. Borden and others. Recommended by Fraternal Lodge,

arnstable.

March 15th.—Warrant to Gate-oﬁthe;Temple Lodge, at South Bos-
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ton, to Rev. J. H. Clinch and others. Recommended by St. Paul’s

- Lodge.

March 16th—Charter returned to Good Samaritan Lodge, at Read-
ing.

Sept. 12th.—Charter granted to Mount Hermon Lodge, Medford, to
George Hervey and others.

Dec. 12th—Warrant to Blackstone River Lodge, at Blackstone, to
Lewis Warfield and others. Recommended by Montgomery Lodge.

Dec. 13th.—Charter granted to Germania Lodge, Boston, to A. F.
Bloch and others. .

Dec. 13th—Charter to Benj. Franklin Lodge, West Dennis, to Henry
A. Rugg and others,

Dec. 13th.—Charter to Mount Horeb Lodge, West Harwich, to Antho-
ny Kelly and others,

Dec. 13th—Charter to Putman Lodge, East Cambridge, to Ezra
Ripley and others.

Dec. 13th.— Warrant to Mount Horeb Lodge, Woburn, to David Till-
son and ten others. ,Recommended by King Hiram Lodge, West Cam-
bridge.

The number of initiates in the several Districts is as follows :—

District 1, 283; 2, 108; 3, 84; 4,26; 5,33; 6,37; 7,48; 8, 86;
9, 47 ; 10, 50 ; Nantucket, 4; Valparaiso, S. A., 17 ; Germania, U.
D., 13; Putman, U. D,, 15; Mount Hermon, U. D.,5; Wareham and
Proviucetown no returns. Being a total in round numbers, of nine
hundred ! .

Thus, my Brethren, you have a very cursory detail, but one evin-
cing nought but prosperity. It has been stated, that we neither fear
or tremble at the omen. The seed thus sown cannot all fall upon
stony ground. Some must take root. What a produect, if but even &
moiety of successful increase! This warmed into a dilated benevo-
lence, expanded to a better appreciation of the relations which should
be fostered between mankind, it must have its wide, salutary, holy in-
fluences. In all human organizations, there will be mingled the ac-
tive and energetic with the lukewarm and inefficient. We trust that
we shall have received among us, enough of the good leaven to light-
en and invigorate the old stock, and to perpetuate thoee principles and
actions which so long have shed a halo on the institution of Freema-
sonry. So mote it be. '
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The Grand Master having concluded, introduced the
‘W. Brother G. Washington Warren, of Charlestown, who
had been invited by the Committee of Arrangements to
address the Grand Lodge on this, the anniversary of 8t.
John the Evangelist. The address was a philosophical
analysis of the character and objects of the Institution,
and was well received by the Brethren.

On motion, the address of the Grand Master was refer-
red to R. W, Brothers Paige, Randall and Robinson.

*On motion of R. W. Brother Harwood, the Grand
Lodge proceeded to fill the vacancy in the Board of Trus-
tees of the Grand Charity Fund, as per vote at last Com-
munication. 'W. Brothers Coolidge, McClellan and Su-
retite were appointed a Committee to collect the ballots,
who subsequently reported Brother Thomas Restieaux as
elected ; whereupon Brother Restieaux resigned his office
as one of the Pursuivants of the Grand Lodge.

A petition, signed by W. Brother Clemant A. Walker
and twentyfive others, praying for a Dispensation for a
new Lodge in Boston, to be called ¢ The Winslow Lewis
Liodge,” was presented, and on motion, the prayer of the
petitioners was unanimously granted.

The R. W. Brother Randall, in behalf of the Commit-
tee on Regalia, made a partial report, recommending the

. purchase of regalia similar to that of the Grand Lodge of
England, for the first four officers of this Grand Lodge.
Whereupon, on motion of R. W. Brother Harwood, it
was

Voted, That the Committee be authorized and instructed to import
from England, an entire set of Regalia, like that worn by the Officers
of the United Grand Lodge of England, for the use of the Officers of
this Grand Lodge, provided the cost of the same shall not, in the opin-

ion of the Commitiee and of the Grand Master, be in disproportion to
the means of this Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was closed, in ample form, at half-
past 10 o’clock.



PERMANENT MEMBERS

OF THE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

5816.
5819.
5834.
5837.
5845.
5848.

5851.

6854.

5819,
5832.

5837.

5843.
5844.
5851.
5854.

5828.
5833.
5840.
5843.
5844.
5848.

58563.

5854.
5854.

5816.
5826.
5837.
5843.
5844,

5845.
5851.

5852.
5853.

$854.
5854.

PAST GRAND MASTERS.
Francis J. Oliver, Esq.
Hon. Samuel P. P. Fay.
Joshua B. Flint, M. D.

Rev. Paul Dean.

Simon W. Robinson, Esq.

Edward A. Raymond, Esq.
Rev. George M. Randall.
Winslow Lewis, M. D.
PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

Asa Eaton, D. D.

Abraham A. Dame, Esq,
George G. Smith, Esq.

John B. Hammatt, Fisq.

Rev. E. M. P. Wells.
Lucius R. Paige, Esq.
Abraham T. Low, M. D.
PAST SENIOR GRAND WARDENS.

Hon. Seth Sprague, jr.
Elias Haskell, Esq. '

Thomas Tolman, Esq.
Robert Lash, Esq.

Robert Keith, Esq.

John J. Loring, Esq.
Daniel Harwood, M. D.
Richard S. Spofferd, M. D.

Hon. William C. Plunkett.
PAST JUNIOR GRAND WARDENS,

Ralph H. French, Esq.
Hon. John Mills.

C. Gayton Pickman, Esq.
Thomas Power, Esq.

John Hews, Esq.

John R. Bradford, Esq.
William Eaton, Esq.

John Flint, M. D.

Rev. Benjamin Huntoon.
Jonas A. Marshall, M. D.
Samuel K. Hutchinson, Esq.



LIST OF LODGES.

Tae following is a list of the Lodges within the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, under the superintendence of
District Deputy Grand Masters, according to the Districts, viz:

Fiist District,
R. W. HENRY G. CLARK, M. D. Boston.

- St. John’s, Boston,

St. Andrew’s, Boston,
Massachusetts, Boston,
Columbian, Boston,

Mt. Lebanon, Boston,
Amicable, Cambridge,
Washington, Roxbury,
King Solomon, Charlestown,
Union, Dorchester,
Bethesda, Brighton,

Hiram, West Cambridge,
Star-of-Bethlehem, Chelses,

Mt. Tabor, East Boston,

St. Paul’s, South Boston,

Baalbec, East Boston,

Mount Hermon, Medford,

Putnam, East Canibridge,
Germania, Boston,
Gate-of-the-Temple, S. Boston, U.D.
Winslow Lewis, Boston, U. D.

Second District.
R. W. ISAAC P. SEAVEY, Newburyport.

St. Mark’s, Newburyport,
Jordan, Danvers,
Warren, Amesbury,
Philantbropic, Marblehead,
Essex, Salem,

Liberty, Beverly,
Tyrian, Gloucester,

Mt Carmel, Lynn,
Ashler, Rockport,

St. John’s, Newburyport.

Third District.
R. W.PETER LAWSON, Lowell.

Corinthian, Concord
St. Paul’s, Groton,
Pentucket, Lowell,
Aurora, Fitchburg,
Grecian, Lawrence,

Ancient York, Lowell,

| 8t Matthew’s, Andover,

) Merrimac, Haverhill,

| Good Samaritan, Reading,

| Mount Horeb, Woburn, U. D.

Fourth District.
R. W. JONA. GREENWOOD, Framingham.

Middlesex, Framingham,
Monitor, Waltham,

| Meridian, Natick.

Fifth District.
R. W. Rev. ALBERT CASE, Hingham.

Rising Star, Stoughton,
Corner Stone, Duxbury,
Rural, Quincy,
Plymouth, Plymouth,

| Norfolk Union, Randolph,
| 8t. Albans, Foxboro.’

Old Colony, Hingham,
Agawam, Wareham,

Sixth District.
R. W. HORACE CHENERY, Worcester.

Olive Branch, Sutton,
Meridian Sun, Brookfield,
Mount Zion, Hardwick,
Harris, Templeton,
Morning Star, Worcester,
Oxford, Oxford,

Doric, Southbridge,
Solomon’s Temple, Uxbridge,
Eden, Ware,

Franklin, Grafton,
Montgomery, Milford,

| Blackstone River, Blackstone,U.D,
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Seventh District,
R. W. JOHN EDSON, Bridgewater.
Fellowship, Bridgewater, Mount-Hope, Troy, Fall River,
King David, Taunton, Bristol, Attleboro,’
Star-in-the-East, New-Bedford, ! Paul Revere, N. Bridgewater,U.D,
Eighth District.
R. W. SYLVESTER BAXTER, Hyannis.

Fraternal, Barnstable, Benj. Franklin, West Dennis,
Mt. Horeb, West Harwich, De Witt Clinton, Sandwich, U. D..
Ninth District.

R. W. FRANKLIN WESTON, Dalton.

Cincinnatus, Sheffield, Lafayette, N. Adams,

Evening Star, Lee, Chicopee, Chicopee,

Mystic, Pittsfield, Monnt Moriah, Westfield, U. D.
Hampden, Springfield,

Tenth District.
CHARLES MATTOOQON, Greenfield.

Republican, Greenfield, Jerusalem, Northampton,
Harmony, Northfield, Mount Tom, Holyoke.

Union, Nantucket, BENJAMIN BROWN, Special Deputy.
King Hiram, Provincetown, J. P. JOHNSON, Special Deputy.
Bethesda, Valparaiso, 8. A.,, CHARLES T. WARD, Special Deputy.

3cThe M. W. Grand Master requests, that the pre-
siding officers of the respective Lodges under this jurisdic-
tion, cause this communication to be read in open Lodge ;
and also the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge to be read at
the annual meetings of the Lodges.

'G. SECRETARY'S ADDRESS:
CHAS. W. MOORE, 33 School street, Boston, Mass.



CONFERRING DEGREES

The following Order was adopted by the Grand Lodge,
June 4, 1843 :

% Ordered, That from and after the passage of this order, it shall
not be regular to give more than one degree to the same individual
on the same day, nor at a less interval than one month from his re-
ceiving a previous degree, unless a dispensation shall have been ob-
tained therefor.”

GRAND LODGE FEES,.
In Grand Lodge, Sept. 9, 1846, it was
% Ordered, That Section 10, Part IV., of the Constitutions, be a-
mended by substituting $6 instead of $4, as the Annual Fee of each

Subordinate Lodge to the Grand Lodge ; and $5 instead of $3 50,
as the Fee of every Candidate Initiated.
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ABSTRACT

or
THE PROCEEDINGS OF

TBE

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS,

¥ROM

MARCH 12, 5856, TO DECEMBER 30, 5858.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Marcr 12, A. L. 5856.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, was held at the Masonic Tem-
ple, in Boston, on Wednesday Evening, March 12, A. L.
5856.

PRESENT.

M. W. WinsLow Lewis, Grand Master.

R. W. Abraham T. Lowe, D. G. M.
“  John Flint, 8. G. W. p. t.
¢  Charles R. Train, J. G. W.
¢  Thomas Tolman, (3. Treasurer.
% Chas. W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
¢ John H. Sheppard, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. William R. Alger, G. Chaplain.
«  William D. Coolidge, G. Marshal.
¢  William C. Martin, S. G. Deacoa, p. t.
¢ Levi Rawson, J. G. D.

“  Benjumin Steveas

«  John P. Ober, ’ }Grand Stewards.
¢«  John McClellan, G. S. B.

Br. Samuel H. Gregory, G. Chorister.
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS,

R. W. Henry G. Clark, District No. 1.
¢  Jonathan Greenwood “ No. 4.
¢ Horace Chenery, ¢« No. 6.
¢ Sylvester Baxter, ¢  No. 8.

¢ J. P. Johnson, for Provincetown.

The Grand Lodge was opened, in ample form, at quar-
ter-past 7 o’clock. Prayer by the Rev. Stephen Lovell.

R. W. Brother Paige presented the following Report,
which was adopted :—

In Grand Lodge, March 12th, 1856.
The Committee to whom was referred the Grand Master’s address,
ask leave to submit their

REPORT:

On examination, it appears that almost every subject in the Grand
Master's address, which requires action by the Grand Lodge, has
already been referred to special Committees. An extended report on
those subjects by this Committee, would therefore be superfluous.
We may be permitted, however, briefly to express an opinion in
regard 1o them.

‘We have been permitted to see the recommendations in regard to
the duty of the Corresponding Grand Secretary, and the method of
general instruction by the Grand Lecturers, which will be proposed
by the Committee on the revision of the Constitution and By-Laws :
and we believe, if those recommendations shall be adopted, a remedy
will be found for the evils mentioned.

In regard to Regalia, we are of opinion that simplicity and uni-
formity are very desirable. An officer’s rank should be clearly
denoted by his jewel: but such, too frequently, is not the fact. Mem-
bers, also, would more readily be recognized as Masons, by the
peculiar badge of a Mason, than by aprons emblazoned with manifold
devices,

Dispensations should be prudently granted, or not at all. If never
to be refused, it were better to grant general permission to Lodges, to
use their own discretion, than to require the idle formality of asking
what is certain to be granted, whether there be an actual emergency
ornot. We hope and believe that the Committee, having this matter
in charge, will report a more stringent rule than has prevailed, and
that it will be adopted.
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The subject of non-affiliated Masons has occasioned much perplexity
to the Grand Lodges which have hitherto attempted to deal with it.
No successful result has yet been attained. We have doubts whether
such result can be obtained, through the exercise of legitimate power
by any Grand Lodge. If Brethren feel so little interest in Masonry,
that they forbear to take membership when it does not involve mani-
fest inconvenience : if they stand aloof and thus discountenance the
efforts of the faithful :—the question may well arise whether they are
to be regarded as worthy Brethren, and whether they would come
within the prescribed rule, in a case of emergency. Their case, how-
ever, we apprehend, is one, which if curable, must be treated by
moral suasion, rather than by legal enactment. If they be convinced
that their present position is unmasonic and ask membership, of their
own free will and accord, we might hope for mutual advantage. But
compulsory membership, even if practicable, gives very slight pro-
mise of benefit to either party. Having this view of the subject, we
do not recommend any action by the Grand Lodge.

All which is respectfully submitted.

LUCIUS R. PAIGE, for the Committee.

A petition from Br. John M. Kinney and six others,
former members of Social Harmony Lodge, praying for
a restoration of the Charter of said Lodge, was present-
ed, and referred to Brothers W. H. L. Smith, Wales and
Thaxter. This Committee subsequently submitted the
following Report, which was adopted :—

In Grand Lodge, March 12th, 5856,

The Commitiee on the petition of sundry Brethren for the restoration
of the Charter to Social Harmony Lodge, of the towns of Middleboro’
and Wareham, ask leave to

REPORT,

That the petition be returned to the petitioners, because they have
not as yet complied with requirements of the Constitutions of this
Grand Lodge, in regard to giving notice to the Lodge nearest the res-
idence of the petitioners.

W. H. L. SMITH, for the Committee.

R. W. Br. Robinson, in behalf of the Committee on
the petition of Mr. J. D. Hoover, presented the following
Report, which was adopted :—
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Grand Lodge, March 12th, A. D. 1856.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Mr. J. D.
Hoover, an expelled Mason, have atiended to the duty assigned them,
and

REPORT:

That they have examined the papers placed in their hands, and
have also made inquiries of Brethren who recollected the individual,
and some of the circumstances attending his expulsion, and are con-
strained to believe, that it would be inexpedient to reinstate him, and
would respectfully recommend that he have leave to withdraw his
petition.

S. W. ROBINSON, for the Committce.

R. W. Bro. Harwood asked to be excused from further
service on the Committce to whom was referred the
question of a proper disposition of the Square, Level and
Plumb, used by the Mayor of the city of Boston, at the
laying of the Corner Stone of the Public Library, and
which the Mayor had tendered to the Grand Lodge.
The request was granted, and Brother John P. Ober was
appointed to fill the vacancy on the Committee.

The Dispensation, Records, and By-Laws of Agawam
Lodge were presented and referred to Brothers C. Rand,
R. 1.. Robbins and C. Allen Browne. This Committee
subsequently offered the following Report, which was

adopted :—
REPORT.
March 12th, 1856.
The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Agawam
Lodge, for a Charter, would respectfully ask for further time (until the
next Communication of this Grand Lodge). Aand would recommend
that the present Dispensation be extended for three months.
CALEB RAND.
ROBT. L. ROBBINS.
C. ALLEN BROWNE,
R. W. Br. Randall, in bebalf of the Committee on Re-
galia, offered a Report on that subject, which was receiv-
ed and laid on the table until the next Communication of
the Grand Lodge.
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Gate-of-the-Temple Lodge, South Boston,and De Witt
Clinton Lodge, S8andwich, respectively returned their Dis-
pensations, and asked that Charters might issue instead
thereof. Referred to R. W. Brothers Sheppard, Tolman
and Moore. - This Committee subsequently presented the
following Reports, which were adopted :—

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Gate-ofthe-

Temple Lodge, respectfully
REPORT:

That said Lodge under a Dispensation has been duly organized for
one year—have held regular meetings, and, as it appears by their
Records, have done their work faithfully.

Your Committee have examined their Code of By-Laws and find
that they are in accordance with the Constitutions and Regnulations of
the Grand Lodge of Massachueetts: and your Committee with much
pleasure refer to the neatness and elegant chirography in which their
By-Laws and Records have been kept,

And as the customary fees have been paid into the Grand Treasury,
they recommend that a Charter be granted as prayed for in said
petition.

JOHN H. SHEPPARD.

THOS. TOLMAN.
March 12th, 1856, CHAS. W. MOORE.

The Committee to whom the petition of De Witt Clinton Lodge
wis referred, respectfully

REPORT:

That said Lodge was duly organized under a Dispensation during
one year, and held frequent meetings, and did much work—and that
they kept records thereof and passed a Code of By-Laws.

That they have examined the said Code of By-Laws, and with such
amendments as your Committee have recommended, they will be in
due accordance with the Constitations and Regulations of the Grand
Lodge. The Committee, therefore, report that a Charter be imme-
diately granted. And whenever said‘Code of By-Laws shall be pre-
sented to the M. W, Grand Master and by him be approved, said
De Witt Cliaton Lodge shall be entitled to Consecration, and not before.

JOHN H. SHEPPARD.
THOS. TOLMAN.
March 12(h, 1858, C. W. MOORE.
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A complaint of Mount Tom Lodge against Hampden
Lodge for infringement of jurisdiction, was presented and
referred to Bros. Dame, Martin and Thornton.

A petition signed by Brother James Anderson and
seven others, former members of the late Mountain Lodge,
(‘olraine, praying for a restoration of the Charter of said
Lodge, with permission to hold the same in the village of
Shelburne Falls, was presented aud referred to Brs. Knapp,
Stevens and Weston. This Committee subsequently of-
fered the following Report, which was adopted :—

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, March 12th, 1856,

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of the Members
of Mountain Lodge, formerly of Colraine, in the County of Franklin,
having attended to the duty assigned them, ask leave to

REPORT:

That the Charter of said Lodge be restured whenever it shall appear
to the M. W. Grand Master, that the Lodge nearest to said Mountain
Lodge, have received notice of the prayer of said petitioners, and all
the other requisitions of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge having
been complied with. And that the said Lodge be removed to Shel-
burne Falls, agreeably to the prayer of the petitioners,

WILLIAM KNAPP, for the Commiltee,

A copy of the proceedings of Grecian Lodge, on the
complaint of Bro. W. H. Bridgman and others vs. Bro.
Jeremiah Ryan, a member of said Lodge, was presented
and referred to Bros. Tolman, Alger and R. Keith.

R. W. Bro. Bradford in behalf of the Committee on
the complaint against Mount Horeb Lodge, West Har-
wich, presented the following Report, which was adopt-
ed :— i
To the M. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts :

The Committee appointed to inquire into and report upon certaiu
charges made by Bros. Job Chase, Wm. Earle, Warren Freeman and
six others their associates, against the Master, Officers and Members

of Mount Horeb Lodge, of West Harwich, Massachusetts, would
respectfully
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REPORT,

That your Committee notified to be present at a hearing, to be had
on Friday, the seventh instant, W. Nehemiah D. Kelley, Master of
Mount Horeb Lodge, W. Sylvester Baxter, D. D. G. M., in whose
District the Lodge is located, and Brothers Warren Freeman, Job
Chase and Wm. Earle, signers to the petition under the consideration
of your Committee : that a hearing was had at the time specified
before the full Committee, and that there appeared before them W. N,
D. Kelley, Master, Anthony Kelley, Sec'y, Anthony Kelley, member,
Warren Freeman and Wm. Earle, signers to the petition under con-
sideration ; W. Sylvester Baxter, D. D. G. M. ; Brothers Judah Baker
and W, S. Albertson, the last three more or less acquainted with the
facts in the case,

Your Committee examined thoroughly into the charges against the
Officers and Members of the Lodge, and aftersuch examination, upon
private consultation, were unanimously of the opinion, that with one
exception the charges were not sustained. This one exception con-
sisted in the admission of members during the first year, while work-
ing under a Dispensation,

Your Committee are of opinion that this irregular practice, conflict-
ing with the rules and regulations of this Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge, arose entirely from ignorance of the Law of the Grand Lodge
forbidding such admission of Members, and find that as soon as the
Master became informed, respeoting his error, the irregularity ceased.

In conclusion, your Committee would recommend that the petitioners
have leave to withdraw, and would earnestly suggest to the Brethren
of Harwich, that, as their diflferences appear to have arisen from
causes entirely local in their nature ; a full discharge of their Masonic
duties demands of them that by mutual forbearance and conciliation,
they should endeavor to heal the breach which now unhappily inter-
rupts their harmony and impairs their usefulness.

JOHN R. BRADFORD.
JOHN B. HAMMATT.
Boston, March Tth, 1856, WM. B. FOWLE, Jz.

R. W. Bro. Randall in behalf of the Committee on
the Revision of the Constitutions of the Grand Lodge,
presented a Report recommending sundry amendments.
The Report was ordered to be printed and distributed to
the Lodges, and among the members of the G. Lodge,

2
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sixty days before the Quarterly Communication in June
next.

R. W. Bro. Robinson offered the following as an addi-
tional amendment to the Constitution, which was ordered
to be printed with the Report of the above Committee :—

To strike out of the duties of District Deputy Grand
Masters, on page 21, Sec. 10th, Art. 8th, Part 1, the
following words :—

 They shall have power to grant Dispensations for initiation, and,
in cases of emergency, for public processions.”

Also, to add to the 1st Sec. of Art. 4, Part 3d, after
the words ¢ without a Dispensation therefor” as follows :—

“From the Grand Master, under the seal of the Grand Lodge,
whose duty it shall be to report his reasons for so doing at the firat
meeting of the Grand Lodge thereafter.”

Bro. Gardner moved to amend the 1st Sec., Art. 3d,
Part 1st, by adding after the word September, on the
11th page of the printed Constitutions, the word  at two
o'clock P. M.” Ordered to be printed with the foregoing
Report.

On motion of W. Bro. W. H. L. Smith, the case of
Bro. Jeremiah Stone, was called up and referred to Bros.
Martin, Parkman and Oliver. R. W. Bros. Moore and
Harwood, were subsequently added to this Committee.

The Grand Lodge was closed, in ample form, at quar-
ter-past 10 o’clock.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Joxe 11, A. L. 5856.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W, Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts was held at the Masonic Temple,
Boston, on Wednesday Evening, June 11, A. L. 5856.

PRESENT.

M. W. Winsrow LEwis, Grand Master.
R. W. Abraham T. Lowe, D. G. M.

(1}
[
(1]
(13
(13

John B. Hammatt, S. G. W. p. t.
John R. Bradford, J. G. W. p. t.
Thomas Tolman, . Treasurer.
Chas. W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
John H. Sheppard, C. G. Secretary.

W. Rev. E. M. P. Wells, G. Chaplain, p. t.

13
[ (]
(13
[13
(13
(1}
(1]

William D. Coolidge, G. Marshal.

Charles Robbins, S. G. D.

?e;rg; 'galbot, J.G.D.p. t.
ohn P. Ober,

Marshall Lincoln, }Graud Stewards.

John McClellan, G. S. B.

William C. Martin, G. Lecturer.

DIBTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS,

R. W. Henry G. Clark, District No. 1.
¢ Peter Lawson, ¢« No. 3.
¢ Jonathan Greenwood, ¢« No. 4.
¢«  John Edson, “ No. 7.
¢  Sylvester Baxter, ¢« No. 8.

The Grand Lodge was opened, in ample form, at 7
o’clock. Prayer by Grand Chaplain.

A petition signed by the Constitutional number of
former members of Marine Liodge, Falmouth, praying for
a restoration of the Charter of said Lodge, was presented
and referred to Bros. Surette, Thornton and Howard.

This Committee subsequently submitted a verbal Re-
port, that the prayer of the petitioners be granted, which
Report was adopted.

A similar petition was also presented from Sylvester
Spencer and seven others, former members of Wisdom
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Lodge, West Stockbridge, praying for a restoration of the
Charter of said Lodge, which was referred to Bros. E.
G. Eaton, E. D. Bailey and S. T. Drake.

This Committee subsequently reported that the prayer
of the petitioners be granted, which was adopted. ’

R. W. Brother Tolman submitted the following Report,
which was adopted :—

The Committee to whom was referred the proceedings of Grecian
Lodge, at Lawrence, relalive to the suspension of Jeremiah Ryan, a
member of said Lodge, have attended to the duty assigned them, and
ask leave to submit the following

REPORT:

At a meeting of said Lodge, held March 9th, 1855, a complaint in
writing, signed by four members, was made against the Brother above
mentioned for gross intemperance. He was duly nolified of the
charge preferred against him. The case was postponed from time to
time, 80 that the trial did not take place until the 6ih of Nov., 1855.

From the evidence given at the trial, a copy of which was trans-
mitted with the other papers, it appears that efforts had been made by
friendly counsel and admonition, to reclaim the offending Brother be-
fore any proceedings were instituted against him. It was found,
however, that all attempts to save him were ineffectual.

When his trial took place, the proof against him was so strong that
he was adjudged to be guilty by a unanimous vote, and a sentence of
suspension inflioted.

Your Committee ate of opinion that Grecian Lodge ought to be
commended for their disciplinary action in this unpleasant affair.
They first endeavored in the true spirit of Masonry, to save a falling
Brother, but not being able to do so, they did not hesitate to protect
themselves from the stigma that would inevitably have fallen not on
them only, but the whole Fraternity, by the gross unmasonic conduct
of an unworthy member, Their proceedings appear to have been
regular and constitutional, and we recommend that they be approved
and confirmed.

THOS. TOLMAN .
Boston, April 15th, 1856, ROBERT KE[TH;} Committee.

'W. Brother Ober presented the following Report, which
was adopted :—
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In Grand Lodge, Boston, June 11th, 1856,

The Committee to whom was referred, at the last communication of
the Grand Lodge, the subject of accepting an instrument used at the
laying of the Corner Stone of the Public Library of the city of
Bostog, respectfully

REPORT:

That they have attended to the duty assigned them, and that they
find it was the intention of the Commissioners and city Government to
have the ceremonies performed afier the ancient manner of Free-
masonry ; but, that owing to circumstances not within their control,
these rites were not performed. Nevertheless, the most Worshipful
Winslow Lewis, the excellent and learned Grand Master of this Grand
Lodge, being present in a private capacity, witnessed the ceremonies
of the 17th of last September, and then received from the hands of
the individual who officiated on the occasion, the instrument by which
the stone was levelled and squared. It is, therefore, the opinion of
the Committee that, as a mark of respect to the honorable board of
Commissioners and on account of their good intentions, the instrument
should be received and placed in the archives of the Grand Lodge
for future preservation, and as an evidence of their well wishes in the
success of the Free Public Library,

Respectfully submitted, )
JOHN P. OBER, for the Committee.

The Committee on the petition for the restoration of the
Charter of Social Harmony Lodge, Wareham, presented
the following Report, which was adopted : —

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of eight Brothers

from the towns of Wareham and Middleboro’, for the rustoration of
Charter of Social Harmony Lodge, respectfully

REPORT:
That they have examined the papers presented, and finding them
ocorrect, recommended that the prayer of the petitioners be granted.
CALEB RAND.
ROBT. L. ROBBINS.

A communication from a body styling itself the ¢ Grand
Lodge of Canada,” and also a communication from the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, were presented



14

and referred to Bros. Geo. G. 8mith, Paige, Heard,
Robinson, Sheppard and Coolidge.

W. Bro. Martin from the Committee on the complaint
against Bro. Jeremiah Stone, presented the following
Report, which, together with the recommendation df the
Committee, was adopted :—

The Cummittee appointed to investigate the proceedings of King
Hiram Lodge, Provincetown, in reference to Brother Jeremiah Stone,
have attended to that duty, and ask leave to

REPORT:

The complaint preferred against Bro. Stone, was for a violation of
the Constitution of this Grand Ledge.

The proceedings of said Lodge, in the trial of Jeremiah Stone,
were substantially correct, The complaint was fully sustained by
incontrovertable evidence, the truth of which was admitted by the
accused, that he was present in Mt, Tabor Lodge, East Boston, and
did recommend, aid, and assist in conferring the first three Degrees in
Freemasonry on Loring Young, who had been rejected in King Hiram
Lodge, Provincetown, of which act Jeremiah Stone had personal
knowledge.

The Coustitution of the Grand Lodge on this subject, is as follows :

Part 4th, Art. 3rd, Section 2nd. And if any Mason knowingly as-
sist, or recommend for Initiation, to uny Lodge whatever, any candi-
date rejected as aforesaid, who may not have obtained a recommend-
ation as before provided, such Mason shall be expelled from the
Institution.

Therefore, in accordance with said Constitution, your Committee
recommend that Jeremiah Stone be expelled from the Institution..

WM. C. MARTIN,
WM. PARKMAN, g Committee.
S, P. OLLVER,

W. Brother Boardman, of Grecian Lodge, offered the
following resolution, which, on his motion, was referred to
a Committee, consisting of Bros. Reed, Whytall, and R.
L. Robbins, viz :—

“ Resolved, That exclusive jurisdiction over the whole territory
embraced within the limits of the city of Lawreace, be granted to
Grecian Lodge.”
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The M. W. Grand Master notified the Grand Lodge,
that since the last Quarterly Communication, he had been
under the painful neceseity of suspending the Master of
Germania Lodge, on charges preferred against him by
the members of said Lodge. He also stated that counter
charges had likewise been preferred by the W. Master,
against the members of said Lodge, and requested that
the papers might be referred to a Committee for investiga-
tion. They were accordingly referred to Brothers Brad-
ford, R. Keith, Train, Knapp, and Benj. Stevens.

An invitation was received from Hampden Lodge, at
Springfield, to attend the celebration of the 24th June, at
that place, which was accepted.

The M. W. Grand Master stated that the plate from
which the Diplomas are printed, is much worn, and needs
to be re-engraved, or a new plate procured. The subject,
on motion, was referred to the first four officers of the
Grand Lodge with full powers.

R. W. Brother Dame presented the following Report,
which was adopted :—

In Grand Lodge, June 11th, 1856,
The Committee to whom was referred the remonstrance of Mount
Tom Lodge, at Holycke, against Hampden Lodge, at Springfield, for
violation of the 5th Section of the 3rd Article of the 4th part of the
Constitutions of the Grand Lodge, have met the parties, and heard
their several allegations and proofs, and respectfully

REPORT:

That from the evidence submilted to them, they are satisfied that
the residence of Brother James K. Mills, when he was admitted a
Candidate by Hampden Lodge, was in the Town of Holyoke, and that
his residence eontinued there until the month of March last, when he
went to the Southern Section of the United States, for the benefit of
his health. Your Committee are also satisfied that Hampden Lodge,
at the time of their admitting Brother Mille a Candidate for the
degrees, had no knowledge that he had changed his residence from
Springfield to Holyoke, and therefore are entirely innocent of any in-
tentional violation of the Constitutions of this Grand Lodge. The
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application to Hampden Lodge, was in the hand writing of the

.applicant, and ‘he there stated his residence to be in Springfield,

and it was in evidence before your Committee, that he resided in
Springfield during the year A. D. 1853, and a portion of A. D. 1854,

Inasmuch as Bro. Mills, when admitted a Candidate by Hampden
Lodge, had his residence in Holyoke, and Mount Tom Lodge should
have received his application and was legally entitled to any
pecuniary benefit resulting from his admission to, and receiving the
degrees, your Committee recommend that Hampden Lodge be re-
quired to pay to Mount Tom Lodge, the sum received by Hampden
Lodge for the degree referred on Bro. Mills, in that Lodge, deduect-
ing, however, therefrom, any sum paid, or to be paid this Grand
Lodge for fees in said case.

Respectfully submitted by

A.A.DAM
W. C. MARTIN, | Comaittee.
SOLON THORTON,

R. W. Bro. Paige announced in appropriate terms, the
death of the R. W. and Hon. 8. P. P. Fay, a Past Grand
Master of this Grand Lodge, and offered the following
Resolution and Order, which were adopted :—

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In Grand Lodge, June 11th, 1856.

Whereas, on the eighteenth day of May last, it pleased God to
remove from this life our Brother and Past Grand Master, Samuel P,

P. Fay, Esq.

Resolved, That for his Masonic labors, in former years, and for his
faithful care of the widows and orphans during the last thirtyfive
years, as Judge of Probate for Middlesex County, our deceased Bro.
is entitled to the grateful remembrance of good men and Masons.

Ordered, That the portrait of our deceased Brother be draped in
mourning for the space of three months.

The papers in the case of the expulsion of Henry
‘Wait, by Republican Lodge, Greenfield, were presented
and referred to Brothers C. Robbins, Rand and Thaxter.

R. W. Brother H. G. Clark in behalf of the Commit-
tee on procuring a new Organ in place of the present one,
presented a Report, which was read and laid on the table
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until the next Quarterly Communication of the Grand
Lodge.

W. Brother Read offered the following resolution, which
was adopted :—

In Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, June 11th, 1858,
Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Freemasons in Massachusetts,
approve of the measures taken by the Pilgrim Society of Plymouth,
1o perpetuate the memory of our Forefathers, by erecting a Monu-
ment in Plymouth, and will aid by its influence in promoting this
praiseworthy and glorious object.

The report of the Committee on the Constitutions was
then taken up, and the following Amendments were
adopted, two-thirds of the members present—the whole
number being 105—voting in the ailirmative.

AMENDMENTS:

PART L

Art. 3, Sec. 1, was amended in the 4th line by adding the words,
“at 2 ¥clock, P. M.,”” after the word ** September.”

Art, 8, Sec. 7, was amended by striking out the words, ‘ and all
Charters and Dispensations for constituting new Lodges. He shall re-
ceipt on each Charter, or Dispensation, for the sums that are received
therefor.”

Art. 8, Sec. 8, was amended by inserting the following words as a
substitute for the first six lines of the Section, as it stands in the print-
ed Constitutions :—

“Sec. 8. The Recording Grand Secretary shall give seasonable
notice, in a public paper, of each regular communication of the Grand
Lodge ; and shall notify, by letter, all officers and permanent mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge, together with the Master and Wardens of
the subordidate Lodges through their respective Secretaries. Special
meetingg,”’ &e.

Ant. 8, Sec. 9. Corresponding Grand Secretary,—was amended by
adding thereto, at the close of the present Section, the following
words— ¢ It shall also be his duty from time to time to lay before the
Grand Lodge, such matters of Masonic interest as may come to his
knowledge.”

3
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Ant. 8,8eoc. 10. Dis. Dep. G. Masters,—was amended by substituting
the following for the first seven lines of the Section, as it stands in the
printed Constitutions :—

¢ They shall annually transmit their returns and all monies in their
hands to the Grand Treasurer, on or before the first day of December ;
and if they shall fail to comply with this regulation, uuless prevented
by sickness, or by some other cause beyond their control, they shall
not be eligible to re-appointment. They shall be relmbursed their
necessary expenses in visiting the Lodges,” &c.

Art, 8, Sec. 17, Grand Lecturers.—This Section was amended by
adding the following words thereto :—

¢ It shall also be their duty to visit and instruct any Lodge under
this jurisdiction, at the expense of the Grand Lodge, whenever it
shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Grand Master that
said Lodge is unable to bear the expense ; and they shall report to
the Grand Master in writing whenever and as often as they shall dis-
cover any deviations either in the Work or Lectures, from the system
adopted by the Grand Lodge.”

Art. 8. This article was further amended by adding the following,
as a new Section :—

“Sec. 18. The M. W, Grand Master shall annually appoint a
Library Committee, who shall have sole charge of the Library.”

PART II,
Att. 1, Sec. 3, was amended by substitating “and” for ¢ but,” in the
third line.

Sec. 6. The Amendment proposed by the Committee, to the 6th
Sec. of the article was rejected. But this vote was subsequently
reconsidered,—the Section amended by inserting after the words,
“and report the same,’ the words ‘‘ with a stalement of the financial
condition of the Charity Fund.’—The Section, with the proposed
Amendment, was then adopted.

PART IIT.

Art. 1, Sec. 1. The Amendment to this Section as proposed by the
Committee, was laid on the table.’

Art. 4, Sec. 4, was amended by inserting the word ¢ Aighest” before
the word penalty, in the third line.

Art. 8, Sec. 1, was amended by substituting ‘“ and” for or, in the
4th line thereof.
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Art. 8, Sec. 3, was amended so as to read as follows :—

Sec. 3. Each Lodge of Instruction shall keep a record of its pro-
ceedings, and of the names of all visiting Brethrea present at each
meeting, and of Brethren appointed to hold office ; and such record
shall be produced when called for by the Grand Master, or by the
Lodge granting its sanction.

Art. 8. This article was further amended by adding the following,
as a new Section :—

Sec. 4. Any Brother being a member of a subordinate Lodge
under this jurisdi¢tion, may become a member of any Lodge of In-
struction in this Commonwealth, by complying with the regulations
thereof.

PART IV,
Art. 1, Sec. 6. This Section was amended so as to read as follows :

Sec. 6. The majority of the members of any Lodge, when duly
assembled, shall have the right to instruct their Master and Wardens
as their representatives in Grand Lodge.

Sec. 7—same article—was amended by inserting the word ¢ leave ’
before the words ‘ that Lodge,” in the sizth line.

Art. 3, Sec. 1, was amended 8o as to read as follows :—

Sec. 1. All applications for initiation shall be made in writing,
over the signature of the applicant, and in the following form :—

FORM OF PETITION.
To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Members of
~—————— Lobaz, of Free and Accepted Masons.
The subscriber respectfully represents, that having long entertained
a favorable opinion of your ancient Institution, he is desirous, if found
worthy, to be admitted a member thereof,
My place of residence is age occupation
T have before applied for initiation.
Signed,

, 185

RECOMMENDATION.
1, member of Lodge
aforesaid, hereby recommend said for initiation.
Signed,

—_ 185
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Sec. 2—same article—was amended by adding at the close of the
Seotion, the words—*‘ or subjected to such other pcualty as the Grand
Lodge may see cause to impose,”

Sec. 4—same article—was amended by inserling afiter the word
¢ inability,” in the 11th line, the words, *‘ to meet the requirements of the
ritual, and”.

Art, 3, Sec. 5, was amended 80 as to read as follow= :—

Sec. 5. All applications for initiation shall be made to the Lodge
in the town where the petitioner resides, if there be a Lodge in such
town ; but if there be none, then shall he apply to the Lodge nearest
his residence. And no person residing in a town where there is a
Lodge, shall be initiated in any other town, without the written con-
sent and approbation of the Master and Wardens of that Lodge. Nor
shall any candidate be received from any other State, (he being a
resident thereof,) where a regular Lodge is establishned, without the
written permission of the Grand Master of such State.

Art. 3, Sec. 7, was amended by adding at the close of the Section,
the words—* and it shall be the duty of the Lodge to investigate such
objections before proceeding further with the candidate.”

. PART V.

Sec. 20—Miscellaneous Regulations—was amended 80 as to read as
follows :—

Any vote passed in the Grand Lodge, or by any subordinate Lodge
may be reconsidered at the same meeting ; or at the next subsequent
meeting, provided notice of the intention to move for such a reconsid-
eration shall be given at the meeting at which the vote was originally
passed.

PART VI,

Art. 1, Sec. 6, was amended by striking out the words, * or fAe
mover in reply,” in the 2d and 3d lines.

Sec. 7—same article—was amended by striking out the words,
“ unless to address the Grand Master to order, or the Grand Master
shall think fit to call him to order,” and inserting instead .thereof, the
words, ¢ except on a point of order.”

The supplementary Amendments proposed at the last
communication of the Grand Lodge, by R. W. Brother
8. W. Robinson, were severally rejected. A

The Amendment proposed by the Committee on a
uniform Regalia for the Loodges, was also rejected.
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W. Brother Gardner, of Lowell, submitted a proposi-
tion to amend Art. 6, 8ec. 1, by striking out the words,
“eight o'clock,’ and inserting, instead thereof, ¢ three
o’clock’>—which proposition was referred to Bros. Heard,
Train and Read.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form at 12
o'clock.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Seer. 10, A. L. 5856.

A Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, was held at the Masonic Tem-
ple, Boston, on Wednesday Evening, Sept. 10, A. L.
5856, at 2 o’clock, P. M.

PRESENT.

M. W. Winsrow Lewis, Grand Master.
R. W, Abraham T. Lowe, D. G. M.
¢  John B. Hammatt, S. G. W. p.t.
¢  Marshall meoln,J G. W.p. t.
¢  Wm. B. Fowle, G. Treasurer, p. t.
¢  Chas. W. Moore, R. G. Secretary.
*  John H. Sheppard, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. William R. Alger, G. Chaplain.
¢«  William D. Coolidge, G. Marshal.
“  Louis A. Surretie, S. G. D. p. t.
¢ 8. Thornton, J. G. D. p. t.
¢  Benjamin Stevens,
“« G %V Warren, }G. Stewards.
¢  William C. Martin, G. Lecturer.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS,

R. W. lsaac P. Seavey, District No. 2.
%  Jopathan Greenwood, “ No. 4.
¢ Sylvester Baxter, *“ No. 8.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

Prayer by Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on the Diploma had further time granted
them.

-
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A petition for the restoration of the Charter of Orphan’s
Hope Lodge, Weymouth, was presented and referred to
Bros. Rand, Greenwood and Seavey. This Committee
subsequently presented the following Report, which was
adopted :—

REPORT.

The Cummittee to whom was referred the petition of nine Master
Masons from the town of Weymouth, for the restoration of the Charter
of * Orphan’s Hope Lodge,” have attended to the duty assigned them,
and respectfully Report, that in their opinion the prayer of the
petitioners be granted.

Respectfully submitted
pocti’y " CALEB RAND.
JONA. GREENWOOD.
Boston, Sept. 10th, 1856, I. P, SEAVEY.

A petition for the restoration of the Charter and re-
moval of Thomas Lodge from Monson to Palmer, was
presented and referred to Bros. Fowle, Surette and
Eaton ; which Committee subsequently offered the follow-
ing Report, which was adopted :—

REPORT.
Boston, Sept. 10th, 1856.

The Committee to whom was referred the application of Thomas
Lodge, of Monson, for the restoration of their Charter and the removal
of that Lodge to Palmer, have carefully attended to the duty assigned
them, and would respectfully Report, that the prayer of the petitioners
should be granted.

For the Committee.
’ WM. B. FOWLE, Jr., Chairman.

The M. W. Grand Master presented the following re-
solutions by the Grand Lodge of California, which were
read, accepted and ordered to be entered on the record :—

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA.

In Grand Lodge, on the 12th day of May, A. L. 5856, it was

¢ Resolved, That on further and careful examination of all the acts
of Pacific Lodge, lately under Dispensation from this Grand Lodge, it
is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that the action had at the Annual
Communication of 1854, relative to that Lodge, was based upon a
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‘want of knowledge of.the entire facts of the case; and that said
Lodge should be, and is exonerated from any intentional discourtesy
or want of respect to this Grand Lodge, from whom its first Dispensa-
tion emanated.

¢ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will not require eaid Lodge to
forward its jewels furniture, etc., and hereby releases it from all
claims.

 Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be forthwith
transmitted to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and to the Secretary
of the late Pacific Lodge, U. D.”

A true copy from the Record—in testimony whereof I have hereunto
subséribed my name and affixed the Seal of the Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons of the State of California, this Fifteenth
day of June, A. L. 5856.

ALEXANDER G. ABELL, G. Secretary.

'W. Brother Knapp presented a communication from
Germania Lodge, which was read and referred to the
Committee on the case of Brother Block, late Master of
that Lodge.

R. W. Br. Wells in behalf of the Committee on Charity,
presented a Report, which was read and accepted.

The Committee on the proceedings of Republican
Lodge, in the case of Henry Wait for unmasonic conduect,
presented the following Report, which was adopted :—

Masonic Temple, Sept. 10th, 1856,
The Committee to whom was referred the doings of Republican
Lodge, of Greenfield, in expelling one of their Brethren from the
rights of Masonry have attended to their duty, and respectfully

REPORT:

That after a careful examination of the doings of Republican
Lodge, as certified by its Secretary to this Grand Lodge, they find
those doings to be informal -and not in accordance with the Constitu-
tions of this Grand Lodge.

They therefore recommend that their action therein be referred
back to Republican Lodge for Amendment, and that the Grand Sec’y
be requested 1o indicate to the said Lodge wherein their doings were
informal, ,

D. M. B. TH .
CALEB RAI?%,TER’ } Committee.
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W. Brother Read, in behalf of the Committee on the
subject of the jurisdiction of Grecian Lodge, offered the
following Report, which was adopted :—

The Commiliee to whom was referred the matters of grievance
between St. Matthew’s Lodge, of Andover, and Grecian Lodge, of
Lawrence, together with the resolution offered by Bro. Boardman, at
the last Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge, have attended
to their duty, and beg leave respectfully 1o make the following

REPORT:

The Committee notified both Lodges of their appointment, and that
they would hold a session for the purpose of hearing all matter® rela-
ting to the subject at issue, on Thursday, Aug. 14th,at the office of the
Grand Secretary, in School street.

They also notified D. D. G. M. W, Bro. Lawson, of Lowell, within
which Juriediction both these Lodges are sitnated, who was present,
and by his counsel and advice rendered much valuable aid. St
Matthew's Lodge was répresented by Bros. Abbott and Gage. Grecian
Lodge did not appear, and Bro. Boardman, a member of Grecian
Lodge, appeared in behalf of the resolution offered by him, * That
the exclusive jurisdiction over the whole territory embraced within the
limits of Lawrence, be granted to Grecian Lodge.” In order that the
Grand Lodge may have a better understanding of the position of the
case at present, and of the grounds upon which the Committee made
their report, the following brief history of the facts may not be inappro-
priate :—

In 5823, St. Matthew’s Lodge was chartered to work in Andover.
Two years later, 5825, Grecian Lodge was chartered to work in
Methuen ; the two towns lying opposite on the shores of the Merrimac
river. From the time of its organization, to the present, St. Matthew’s
has worked, while Grecian, during the troubles arising from the anti-
masonic excitement, surrendered her Charter, and did not recall it until
5847, when they appeared in Grand Lodge as petitioners to that effect
through the representatives of St. Matthew's, and obtained their re-
quest with permission to change their location to the new town of
Lawrence, which bad then been recently incorporated by an act of
the State Legislature, by taking portions of Methuen and Andover,
lying on the north and south banks of the Merrimac. It also appeared
in evidence that the assistance of St. Matthew’s Lodge, in obtaining
this request of the petitioners, was granted on the understanding, that
each Lodge, as in former times, should exercise its right of jurisdiction
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over the territory set forth in their respective Charters. That is to say

that Grecian Lodge would waive its right over that portion of Law-
rence, lying south of the river, and which formerly belonged to Ando-
ver, and that it should still be under the coutrol in all Masonic matters,
of St Matthew’s Lodge of Andover, although by the act of the Leg-
Jglature incorporating the town of Lawrence, this had passed to the
Lodge situated in that town. The Grand Lodge in these matters re-
cognizing no other rule, than the action, from time to time, of the
Legislature of the State, in altering, extending, or otherwise changing,
existing town limits. As the portion of Lawrence on the south side of
the river became more and more inhabited, candidates began to make
their appearance, who, from various circumstances, such as the less
distance to Lawrence, the greater number of friends and acquaintances
belonging to Grecian Lodge, and the general influence which the
social and business relations of neighborhoods, always exert, showed
decided preference for that Lodge and wererinitiated there. Affairs
had thus been going on with the effect to produce some slight disturb-
ance of the harmony which should always be maintained, when a
case occarred, in which, from all the evidence in possession of your
Committee, there was not on the part of Grecian Lodge that compliance
with the regulations of the Giand Lodge and usages of the Order,

which it should be the aim of every Lodge unfailingly to observe, and
in default of which a candidate who had been balloied for, and
rejected by that Lodge was afterwards initiated in St. Matthew’s,
This placed these two Lodges in antagonistic positions, and as a finality
for all matters eonnected with, and growing out of, this change of loca.
tion_of Grecian Lodge, the resolution already quoted in this Report,
was offered by Bro. Boardman.

In view of all these facts the Committee are of opinion that the
passage of the resolution can be of no benefit,because by the existing
laws of the Grand Lodge, Lodges already enjoy eole and exclusive con-
trol over the whole extent of the town within the limits of which they
are sitnated, and it would ,be only re-affirming what already has be-
come a law. And, moreover, any remedy of the existing state of
feeling must come rather in the form of a compromise than an order;
a remedy, which, from the strong desire of all parties present, and
from what the Committee could learn of the state of feeling in both
Lodges to settle the affair, as speedily as possible, that the friendly
feeling and brotherly love which characterized their intercourse in
time past, might once more prevail, deemed the easiest and most
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proper under all the circumstances. They, therefore, with this end
in view, offer for the ratification of the Grand Lodge, the following

PROPOSITION:

Any person residing on the South side of Merrimac River, on the
territory formerly belonging to the town of Andover, but now forming
a part of the city of Lawrence, who shall be desirous of obtaining the
degrees in Freemasonry, shall have the right to apply to St. Matthew’s
Lodge, in Andover, or Grecian Lodge, in Lawrence, at his option, and
the Lodge 1o which he makes application shall immediately notify the
other of said application,

WILLIAM READ.
ROBERT L. ROBBINS.
THOS. G, WHYTAL.

The Committee on changing the hour for the election
of officers, as fixed by the Constitutions, presented the
following Report, which was adopted :—

*To the M. W. Grand Master :

The Committee appointed by the Grand Lodge at their Quarterly
Communication, held on the eleventh of June last, to whom was
referred the proposition’of Brether Gardner, of Ancient York Lodge,
of Lowell, for an Amendment of Part 1st, Art. 6, Section 1st, of the
Constitutions, so as to eubstitute the word “ihree” for the word
¢ eight,”’ thereby changing the hour for the choice of officers from
eight o'clock to three o’clock, beg leave respectfully to

REPORT:

It is understood by the Committee that the proposed Amendment is
intended to afford to members of the Grand Lodge residing in the
country, an opportunity to vote in the election of officers, and after-
wards return to their homes by the evening Railroad trains, which,
under the existing regulations, cannot be done ; such members being
compelled either to absent themselves at the time of election or re-
main in the city over night, at considerable personal inconvenience and
expense. The force of these reasons as applicable to a portion of the
members from the interior, is acknowledged by the Committee, and
they would not hesitate to recommend the adoption of the Amend-
ment proposed, were the representatives of all the country Lodges, to
be alike affected by it. But it is well known that many of the Lodges
in the jurisdiction are not only too remote from the seat of the Grand
Todge for their representatives to be benefitted by the proposed change,
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but that on the contrary they will be incommoded by it, as they will
be under the neceseity of remaining two nights in Boston instead of
one, as at present. Such Lodges, are in towns upon and beyond
Connecticut River, and in the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth Districts,
and Nantucket and Provincetown. But should it be practicable for
members thus located, to perform their journey on the day of the
session of the Grand Lodge, and have time to meet with that body at
the hour proposed for the election, they would be, through fatigue of
body and mind, little capacitated to follow up at once the proceedings
of a canvass and election.

In view of the facts and considerations here presented, your Com-
mittee recommend that the Amendment proposed be not adopted.

JOHN T. HEARD .
Boston, Sept. 6th, 5856. WILLIAM READ,’} Commitics.

R. W. Brother Geo. G. Smith, for the Committee on
the communication from the body styling itself the Grand
Lodge of Canada, presented the following Report, which
was unanimously adopted :—

G. Lodge of Mass., Sept. 10th, 1856.

It is doubtless known to the Fraternity generally, that there has been
for some time more or less dissatisfaction among our Brethren in Can- ®
ada, arising out of their peculiar connexion with the Grand Lodges of
Great Britain and Ireland. These difficulties would perhaps seem at
first sight entirely uninteresting to the Fraternity in the United States;
but the slightest reflection manifests so clearly the peculiarly sympa-
thetic character and essence of our Order, that a blow struck at one
extremity of the Masonic world, or a difficulty existing anywhere with-
in its limits, is seen to be felt everywhere, and, like a stroke of elec-
tricity, vibrates almost at once along the various lines of communica-
tion, even to the utmost bounds of our Masonic horizon.

Any irregularity, therefore, either in the government, principles or
practices of the Craft; anything in fact which even seems to conflict
with our ¢ Ancient Landmarks,” affects not alone the place of its or-
igin but the whole Fraternity, the world over. Whatever takes place
then among our Canadian Brethren is of course interesting to us in
proportion to its vicinity; since any irregularity permitted either on -
their side of the line or ours, is sure sooner or later to cross the bound-
a1y ; and we shall find in common with them, that it is much easier to
prevent such evil than to cure it.
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That portion of the Fraternity in Canada under the Grand Lodge of
England, is governed by three Provincial Grand Lodges, viz. 1. Mon.
treal and William Henry; 2. Quebec and Three Rivers, and 3. that
of the Upper Province. The Provincial Grand Masters are appointed
by the Grand Master of England, and retain the English practice of
appointing their Deputies, Grand Wardens, and other Officers to a cer-
tain extent.

The dues paid by each Lodge to the Mother Grand Lodge are for
each Charter or Warrant of Constitution $25, for each Diploma $1.50,
also a small fee for registering; and these, so far as we know, are all
which the G. Lodge of England receives from the Canadian Lodges.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland has only two or three Lodges under
her jurisdiction in the Upper Province. She has however a number
in the Lower Province, and it appears from the Reporis of her Provin-
cial Grand Master there, that all these stand firm in their allegiance.

The amount of fees, or dues, paid to this Grand Lodge, we have no
means of ascertaining.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland has about fifteen Lodges, whose fees
are $2.50 annually for each Lodge chartered previous to 1846, and
$5.00 annnally for each Lodge chartered since ; $1.50 for each candi-
date; registering fes sixty cents, and Diploma fifty cents. We allude
to these matters of organization and expense merely from their hav-
ing been brought forward as among the principal causes of dissatisfac-
tion : and their amount becomes therefore a matter of consequence to
the argument.

How the Provincial Grand Lodges are supported, or whence the
funds are drawn for their support, or what the aggregate expense for
this purpose may be, your Commitlee cannot say.

There has long been a growing dissatisfaction at this state of things,
and much discussion has grown out of the constantly deepening con-
viction that some effort must be made to introduce a better; until at
length, almost the entire Craft being convinced that an independent
organization was essential to the effective and proper working of the
Order, efforts were made from time to time to call the attention of
the Grand Lodge of England to these causes of dissatisfaction, in the
hope that in some way a remedy might be applied. It is not necessary
to detail the history of the various attempts, which were attended with
no suocess until the appointment of Bro, R. H. Townend, as Special
Agent 10 the G. Lodge of England, made at a meeting of the Provin-
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West, held at the Clifton House, Niagara,
July 19, 1855, And it is perhaps well to remark, as an evidence of
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the spirit then prevuiling, that a motion was offered which would, if
carried, have led to immediate and open rebellion on the part of the
Canadian Craft towards the Mother Grand I.odge ; this motion, how-
ever, the presiding oficer very properly refused to put.

Bro. Townend’s mission was so far successful that he had got the
matter regularly before the Grand Lodge of England; and there
seems every reason to believe that all would have been satisfactorily
adjusted but for the precipitate action of a portion of our Canadian
Brethren, who were unwilling to ‘ wait patiently,” as recommended
by Bro. Townend. They accordingly called a Convention at Hamil-
ton, Upper Canada, on the 10th of October last, which resulted in the
formation of a new body, declaring itself independent of all former an-
thority. The mission of Brother Townend continued, with still more
favorable prospects ; but the seceseion of the 10th of October rendered
that which had been done, useless. And, moreover, it appears from a
passage in the communication (to be hereafter alluded to) fiom the
new body, that no concession from the Mother Grand Lodge short of
abeolute and complete independence would have been satisfactory to *
the seceding Brethren ; that principle having been predetermined.

Under these circumstances the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada
West held a meeling on the 23d of October, at which the new body was
declared illegal, and all Masonic intercourse with it, was by a unani-
mous vote striotly forbidden. At a meeting of the Provincial Grand
Lodge held on the 26th of May, 1856, a resolution was passed instruct-
ing their Board of General Purposes to communicate to the various
Grand Lodges with whom they wete in communication, the true posi-
tion of that Grand Lodge, ¢ as regards the movement of the self-styled
Grand Lodge of Canada,” A report on the subject was accordingly
made, of which this Grand Lodge has received a copy,and from which
the foregoing account of the difficulties in question has been mainly
drawn.

They also at the same meeting, approved of a proposition made, or to
be made, to the Grand Lodge of England, by Bro. the Rev. Geo. R.
Porter, P. 8. G. W., for setlling the Canadian difficulties, by a conces.
sion of almost complete independence. Whether there have been, or
are likely to be, any results from this last propoeition, your Committee
cannot say.

From the body of Brethren above mentioned, who met at Hamilton
on the 10th of October }ast, this Grand Lodge in common with the
other Grand Lodges of the Union has received an able communica-
tion, going at length into the history of the transactions which younr
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committee have briefly sketched, detailing their reasons for the step
they have taken, and asking our recognition and fraternal sympathy

Their communication states that after the various unsuccessful commu-
nications to the Grand Lodge of England, ¢ finding that the interests
of the Cralt were suffering with increased severity from the causea of
which they had complained—feeling deeply the uncourteous neglect
the Petitions and Correspondence of the Provincial Grand Lodge had
experienced from the officers of the Grand Lodge of England—and
believing the Provincial Grand Lodge to be incapable of obtaining the
concessions which the position of the Craft rendered indispensable—
it was determined to call a meeting of delegates from all Canadian
Lodges, to be held at the city of Hamilton on the 10th of October, to
oonsider the expediency of forming a Grand Lodge of Canada.”

Accordingly, the representatives, as they say, of fortyone Lodges,
holding under the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland, met
as requested, and after fully debating all matters in question, agreed
with one exception, upon the formation, and proceeded to elect the of
ficers of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

This Communication is signed by Wm. M. Wileon, as Grand Mas-
ter, and countersigned by Thomas Bird Harris, as Grand Secretary.

Tt will at once be seen, Brethren, that here is a case almost new in
our Masonic experience, involving principles of the highest import-
ance—appealing strongly to oursympathies as freemen—and requir-
ing that prudence and caution whereby we may avoid being led
through those sympathies into a course inconsistent with those well
tried principles, which have so long secured peace and tranquility
within the borders of this Grand Lodge.

The naked question to be met is briefly as follows, viz. whether it
is consistent with the recognized laws or customs of Freemasonry, for
any portion of the Lodges under a particular jurisdiction to secede
from the Parent Body, without its consent,—and to form of their own
authority a new Body, having an independent existence and independ.
ent powers.

In discussing this question we must define, if we can, the principles
which have always by common consent, governed the relations of the
various Grand Lodges of this country with each other, and with Foreign
Countries.

And the leading principle is this: That each Grand Lodge in the
United States rules and governs without interfererce from any other,
all Lodges within the Civil Jurisdiction of the State in which she is
situated,—holding the territories as common ground wherein each
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Grand Lodge is free to charter Lodges at pleasure ; until each Terri-
tory by being regularly admitted into the Union as a State, acquires
the right to form a Grand Lodge for itself. Your Committee are
aware that this has sometimes been done before admission as a State :
but, although it may be alleged in excuse that Territories are States
in process of formation, we still think the practice illegal, and not to
be justified in any case; the only safe rule in our opinion being that
above laid down.

The same rule holds good as regards foreign countries ; we do not
think of chartering Lodges within their limits, if there is a Grand -
Lodge there, nor do we permit them to do so within ours. And this is
thé reason why the recent attempt of the Grand Lodge of Hamburg to
violate this well understood priaciple has been met with such vehe-
ment disapproval : although the Lodge chartered by her consisted
mainly of foreigners and worked in a foreign language.

With regard to the Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, the case is
exactly analogous to ours. Neither of these Grand Lodges charters
Lodges within the bounds of the others, though all do so in the Colo-
nies—just as we do in the Territories.

As to the Continental Grand Lodges, they are governed in many
points on principles differing from ours, and which we can scarcely
understand, There are for instance, in France, the Grand Lodge
of France, and the Supreme Council ; both insisting upon equal
aathority, and not at all, certainly, to the furtherance of harmony.
There are three Grand Lodges in Berlin ; and perhaps, other, to us,
anomalous arrangements, elsewhere. Now we do not say that these
things may not be very proper for them, but, that with our principles
of Masonic jurisprudence, they would not be proper for us: and that
no precedent arising from their peculiar organizations would be safe
for us to follow.

We are now called upon to recognize, as a Grand Lodge, a body
formed on different principles from our own, which has for certain rea-
sons, good or bad, set up a pretension which amounts to this, viz. that
whenever any portion of the Craft under any jurisdiction finds it in-
convenient to remain there ;—or whenever it imagines itself aggrieved
or slighted by the Parent Body, it is right and proper to resort to rev-
olution—to close the doors upon all explanation or concession, and,
strictly by its own authority to constitute and maintain a new and in-
dependent Jurisdiction, totally disconnected from all former duties or
associations.

Such has been the gourse of the Brethren seeking to be acknow-
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ledged as the Grand Lodge of Canada: and in justification of this
course they allege substantially the following reasons, viz:—

1st. The want of harmony in action and in working resulting from
Lodyes hailing from different countries, perpetuating local and national
feelings, prejudices, and conflicling interests, &o.

2d. That Lodges in the Provinces are required to coatribute to the
funds of the Grand Lodge of Great Britain in addition to supporting
three Provincial Grand Lodges. The far greater number of applicants
for charity being Brethren emigrating from Great Britain, while few
or none requiring aid, go from the Provinces to the Mother Country.

3d. The Grand Lodges of Great Britain thus doubly tax the Frater-
nity in Canada by trarisferring to their shores numberless claimants for
Masonic aid, at the same time they are receiving from them a portion
of the means of affording it.

4th. The inconvenience arising from the lengthened periods that
must ensue in consequence of the distance between them and Great
Britain, before they can receive replies to their communications, sanc-
tion to their proceedings, warrants, certificates of membership, &ec.,
sometimes to the great detriment of the Craft, and of individual Breth-
ren ; and lastly,

5th. The appointment of their Prov. Grand Masters by the Grand
Master of England, who at a distance of near 4000 miles may reasona-
bly be expected to be practically ignorant of their peculiar wants :—
and inasmuch as the Provincial Grand Officers are appointed by the
Provincial Grand Masters, their propriely neceesarily depends upon
the Grand Master, who is selected entirely without reference to the
opinions of the Brethren in the Provinces, And “the Provineial
Grand Lodges thus constituted are placed in the equivocal position of
being irresponsible to, and independent of, the Craft in Canada,” &e.

Our Brethren, after stating that their Grand Lodge has been regu-
larly constituted, &ec., go on to ground an argument for its necessity
from the number of Lodges engaged in forming it, which they say
was fortyone, hailing from three different jurisdictions, ¢ while from
the time when the four Lodges of London renounced their allegiance
to the Grand Lodge of York and formed themselves into an independ-
ent Grand Lodge, to the present day, the greatest number of Lodges
on record as associating to form a new Grand Lodge, is seventeen.”

It seems to your Committee after examining these several reasons
to the best of our ability, that they make out simply cases of incon-
venience, and nothing more: want of harmony in working or action
is an inconvenience; a multiplicity of Jurisdictions is an incouven-
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ience. It would be better doubtless for the interests of the Craft mn
the Provinces were their Masonic contributions expended where they
are raised : although it would seem from what has been above said,
that the amount drawn from the Provinces by the Grand Lodges of
Great Britain and Ireland would not, if left theres, add very materially
totheir means of charity. And, since the dues thus paid by them are
certainly much below those usually paid in this country, we cannotsee
any well grounded cause for dissatisfaction upon this point ; much less
for revolution. It is an inconvenience also that so many Breihrea
come from Earope requiting assistance; but how the Grand Lodges
of Great Britain or Ireland can be blamel for this—what control they
have over it—or how they can be charged with ¢thus doubly taxing
the Craft in Canada,” your Committee cannot perceive.

The inconvenience arising from distance was, doubtless in former
times very great; but now, when modern improvements have almoet
annihilated distance—difficulties from this sourco are certainly not in-
superable.

It is an inconvenience certainly—at least we should so consider it
to be governed by a body 4000 miles away; or that they should ap-
point our principal officers, But as these things are just as they
always were among our Canadian Brethren, and, moreover, as a large
portion of them would probably insist that the English principle of
appointment gives on the whole, better officers to the Fraternily than
ours of election—your Committee can see no cause for extreme mea-
sures hers. And as the Masters, Past Masters and Wardens of Lodges
maust form a sufficiently effective working majority in the Provincial
Grand Lodges—embodying as they certainly must the aggregate will
of the Fraternity— we cannot see how these Grand Lodges oan properly
be said to be *irresponsible to, and independent of the Crafl in Can-
-d&”

Our Brethren state in their communieation, that ‘fortyone Lodges
concurred in the formation of their Grand Lodge ; but this does not
seem exactly borne out by subsequent information.

It is now said that the actual number of seceding Lodges is twenty-
six, viz. : eight from Canada West—three from the Prov. Grand Lodge
of Montreal and William Henry, and fifieen from the Grand Lodge of
Ireland ; leaving fortyfive in the Upper Province, whostill remain firm
in their allegiance to the Parent Grand Lodge.

The last remark in the communication which it will be necessary
for your Committee to notice, is an allusion to the time when, as it says,
“the four Lodges of London tenounced their allegiance to the Grand

5
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Lodge of York and formed themselves into an independent Grand
Lodge.” Now it is certain from the old Constitutions, that in 1717 the
four old Lodges of London with some old Brethren met at the Apple-
tree Tavern, in Charles street, Covent Garden, and having put into the
Chair the oldest Master Mason, being then Master of a Lodge, * they
constituted themselves a GrAND LoDGE pro tempore in due form.”

But here is noallusion to any renunciation of allegiance to the Grand
Lodge of York, or any mention of such a Grand Lodge,—or any indi-
cation that the authority of such a Grand Lodge ever extended over
the Lodges in question in any way. A Grand Lodge of York there
certainly was; but no precedent it seems to us can be drawn for the
forcible establishment of a new body from any imagined rebellion
against the Grand Lodge of York, by the Lodges of London. The
peculiar jurisdiction or mode of operation of this Grand Lodge your
Committee do not profess to discuss ; but we do not know that there
ever was, any quatrel between it and the Grand Lodge of England.

Your Committee understand that since the receipt by this Grand
Lodgze of the commuuication in question, the new Grand Lodge of
Canada has been acknowledged by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and
also by two of the Grand Lodges of the United States.

With regard to the first named Body, we feel warranted in saying,
that whatever may have been her motives—etill, judged by the prinoi-
ples generally recognized by the Masonic World, at least in Great
Britain and America,—she has made a mistake; and therefore her
example can be no authority for us. As regards the Grand Lodges of
our country, we have no fears that when all the bearings of this most
important subject shall be fully understood—they will sanction any
thing in the least inconsistent with the well settled, wise, and conserv-
ative principles of the Order.

We have thus Brethren, gone over this whole matter with all the
lights we could command, and with all the care we could bestow, on a
subject of such paramount importance. We have had no need to
guard ourselves against prejudice, or excitement, since the gravity of
the crisis has secured us from either. We have not sought to impugn
men’s motives—for we have no doubt the Brethren engaged in this
unfortunate movement sincerely believe themselves to be right. And
we do not intend to uphold the present organization of the Craft in
Canada as the best possible. On the contrary we believe this Grand
Lodge will be among the first to welcome any LEGAL arrangements
whereby our Canadian Brethren may obtain of their Parent Grand
Lodges such a virtual independence as shall secure to them Union,
Harmony and Economy.
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With these views we cannot recommend to this Grand Lodge the
recognilion, as a Grand Lodge, of that body of Brethren calling them-
selves the “ Grand Lodge of Canada’—1st. Because being within the
bounds of the British Empire,—and for the most part acknowledging
the authority of the Grand Lodge of England,—they have violently,
and against all Masonic rules, rebelled against and thrown off that
authority, without even being able to give in excuse any weighty rea-
son. 2. Because your Committee believe there can be no possible
valid reason for such a course amongst us. The right of revolution
when oppressions become intolerable, has always been recognized
by the Anglo Saxon race, from Runnymeade 10 the present day. But
in Masonry there is no such necessity : there can be no long continued
oppression ; for within certain bounds the will of the majority is abso-
lute ; and there can be no temptation to tyranny, for nothing is to be
gained by it.

We have then every poasible incentive to keep within our oun lavs,
administered by ourselves; since whatever differences are possible
amongst us, they are abundantly sufficient to settle easily and amica-
bly.

Again, were we as a Fraternity to recognize this principle of revo-
lution, what is to hinder it from extending everywhere. A few am-
bitious or discontented Brethren might break up any Grand Lodge,
or all Grand Lodges: and there could be no such thing as an irregu-
lar Grand Lodge; since any reasonable number of Lodges would on
their own reasons, good or bad, have the right to form one, to be recog-
nized of course by all the rest,—and so on till the very name of Ma-
sonic authority became a by-word and a mockery.

With the Grand Lodges whose authority has been set at naught in
this matter, we have long held Fraternal Communication, our mem-
bers have interchanged visits for many years, and there has been on
all sides, we trust, a true Fraternal sympathy.

Bat the Grand Lodge of England especially, were this a question of
mere courtesy, and not of law, would have every claim upon our sym-
pathy ; for we owe her all respect as our own VENERABLE MOTHER.
And, rever will there be a Grand Lodge while time shall last, whose
regular, dignified, and in every way truly Masonic spirit, can cast
upon an admiring Fraternity a brighter, purer light, than hers.

Under these circumstances your Committee recommend the adoption
of the following Resolutions, viz :—
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In Grand Lodge, Boston, Sept. 10th, 1856.

Whereas a Communication has been received by this Grand Lodge
from a number of Brethren in Canada, legally under the Jurisdiction,
(for the most part) of the Grand Lodge of England, styling themselves
the Grand Lodge of Canada, and asking our recognition as such—
therefore

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts feels itself com-
pelled to refuse the recognition asked for, and to protest against the
continuance of any such Body, it being in our view, an act of rebellion
againal 4 sister Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That the Lodgzes and individual Brethren under this Juris
diction are hereby strictly forbidden to hold any Masonic Communica-
tion with said illegal Body, or with any Lodge or any individual hav-
ing any counnexion therewith,

All of which is respectfully submitted.
GEO. G. SMITH.
SIMON W. ROBINSON.
LUCIUS R. PAIGE.
JOHN T. HEARD.
JOHN H. SHEPPARD.
W. D. COOLIDGE.

On motion of R. W. Brother Smith, it was

Voled, That the Committee havipng in charge the complain