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REPORTS

OF THR
DEPUTY FOR MASSACHUSETT3 TO THE SURREME COUNCIL, 33°,
AND

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF DELIBERATION FOR
THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY FOR THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

BosTON, June 24, 1868,

To the Supreme Council of Sov.". Grand Inspectors-General qf the 33d De-
gree for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the U. 8. A.:

Informed that my election as your Deputy for Massachusetts
arose, to some extent, from a desire on the part of some of the
members from the State, to acknowledge my earnest endeavors
for perfect harmony in the Scottish Rite, and cherishing the
deepest interest for its welfare, I accepted the responsible posi-
tion, sensible of the honor it confers, and entered upon my offi-
cial duties with the fullest appreciation of their importance, but
with great distrust of my ability to discharge them with satisfac-
tion to myself and to my 11L.". Brethren.

However, 1 have earnestly endeavored to faithfully perform
the duties of Deputy, to which I have devoted much time and
labor.

I have visited and witnessed the work of all the Bodies, ex-
cept the few which have done no work during the year; and
it affords me the greatest pleasure to report that I have in-
variably been received with fraternal kindness and courtesy
by the officers and members of the several Bodies, as your
representative for the State of Massachusetts, and that 1 have
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everywhere found manifest the utmost loyalty to the Supreme
Council, and the fullest recognition of its authority.

The Brethren fully comprehend the hard though instructive
lesson the past difficulties in the Rite have taught them, and
it is resulting in the greatest good. They well appreciate
“How good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity.” An impenetrable veil is thrown over the
struggles of the past, and a spirit of kindness and fraternity
is everywhere cultivated, which is uniting the Brethren in an
enduring bond of friendship. Union and harmony prevail
throughout the Jurisdiction, and indicate a steady growth, with
true prosperity.

By the terms of the Union, the Grand Consistory for the
State of Massachusetts ceased to exist; and I hold its Charter,
Book of Gold, and Seal, subject to the order of the Supreme
Council.

Wamesit Lodge of Perfection surrendered its Dispensation
January 3oth, 1868, and most of the Brethren have affiliated
with other Lodges. Its Thrice Potent Grand Master, Thomas
G. Gerrish, has been duly elected and installed Thrice Potent
Grand Master of Lowell Lodge of Perfection, which shows
the best of good feeling among our Brethren of Lowell, and
continues to the Rite the valuable services of a good man and
true.

Charles W. Moore Lodge of Perfection, has done no work
this year; but, on a recent visit, I found a new interest awak-
ened, and the Lodge asks to be continued under Dispensation.
I would recommend that its request be granted, believing that
there is much encouragement for its future usefulness.

I have received no returns from Harmony Lodge of Perfec-
tion, at Lynn, and Sutton Lodge of Perfection, of Salem.

I installed the officers of Worcester Lodge of Perfection, of
Worcester, which is in a healthy and prosperous condition.

June 10th, 1868, I visited Evening Star Lodge of Perfection,
and was much pleased with the large attendance of its mem-
bers, which indicates an appreciation of the beauties of our
Ritual, which was rendered in a strikingly earnest and impres-
sive manner.

The Lodge, Council, Chapter, and Consistory, at Lowell, con-
tent with celebrating the Grand Feasts, have done no work dur-
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ing the year, but have fine prospects for work the coming year,
during which it is their intention to build wisely, well, and se-
curely.

The Lodges, Chapters, Councils and Consistories in Boston,
are rapidly progressing in usefulness and stability, and the
growing interest manifested in the excellence of their work has
rendered my visits to them peculiarly pleasant.

[Continued. See next paye.]
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MASSAOHUSETTS OOUNOIL OF DELIBERATION,
BosToN, DEC. 20TH, 1867.

Agreeable to the Constitutions, I summoned the Chiefs of all
the Lodges of Perfection, Councils, Chapters, and Consistories,
and those who have received the 33d degree, residing in my
District, to meet with me as a Council of Deliberation, on the
2oth of December, 1867. There were present twenty-seven
Brethren of the 33d degree, and also representatives from all
the Bodies. Several important subjects were discussed ; and
one, the differences which exist in the work, pass-words and
signs of the several Lodges of Perfection and Councils of
Princes of Jerusalem, was referred to a Committee, consisting
of the Chiefs of the Lodges and Councils, and Ill. . Brothers
Charles L. Woodbury, Albert Case, and William F. Salmon,
with instructions to report the result of their investigation to
the Deputy. The Council closed with a Feast of Friendship,
which I feel authorized to say was very much enjoyed by all
present.

I desire to tender my thanks to Ill... Brothers William Park-
man, Albion K. P. Welch, Nathaniel B..Shurtleff, Edward
Stearns, John G. Case, Solon Thornton, Charles E. Powers and
others who have so kindly attended me upon my official visits,
and so heartily assisted me in the discharge of my duties on
those occasions. These visits have been to me personally a
source of much pleasure as well as instruction, and I sincerely
trust that they have been productive of some good to the
Bodies themselves.

Respectfully submitted.
SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE, 83°

Deputy for Mass.
BosToN, June 24th, 1868. ruly f
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REPORT OF THE DEPUTY FOR THE STATE OF MASSAOHUSETTS.

BosTON, June 1, 1869

To the Supreme Council of Sorv.'. Grand Inspectors;General of the 33d
Degree for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the U. 8. A.

Prosperity and the utmost harmony continue to bless our be-
loved Rite in Massachusetts, and the prospect of all the bodies
for the future is bright. '

I officially visited and installed the officers of

Boston Lodge of Perfection, . . . . Sept. 18th, 1868.
Worcester * ¢ . . . . Feb. 18th, 1869.
Lafayette * “ . . . . April 9th, “
Giles F. Yates Council of P.. of J.*. . . . “ 16th, “
Gourgas Chapter, Rose Croix, . . . . “ 23d,

By authority of the order adopted at the session of the Su-
preme Council, June 27th, 1868, I have granted Dispensations
to hold elections after the constitutional time, to the following
Bodies : —

Lafayette Lodge of Perfection, for the election held March 12th, 1869.

Boston “ “ “ “«© %th, 113
Lowell “« “« « April 30th,
Lowell Council of P. of J., “ “ « «

And during the year, I have visited most of the Bodies, and
many of them several times. I have been highly gratified with
the excellence of the work, and the great and evidently-growing
interest manifested in the welfare of the A... A.". S... Rite. The
Boston Bodies, with their skilled and devoted officers, maintain
their elevated character, and are in a thriving condition. Of
the other Bodies, the Worcester Lodge of Perfection exhibits
the most zeal, and has fulfilled the prediction of our Ill.. Wil-
liam S. Gardner, 33°, who constituted it, that it would “be a
bright and shining light in our Masonic firmament.”

Agreeable to the resolve of the Supreme Council at its last
session, I have deposited with the Grand Keeper of the Arch-
ives, the Charter, Book of Gold and Seal of the Grand Consis-
tory of the State of Massachusetts, which ceased to exist by the
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terms of the Union, and I attach herewith the receipt therefor
of 1ll.. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, 33°. I have also deposited with
him the Dispensation and Records of Wamesit Lodge of Perfec-
tion of Lowell, which were surrendered to me last year.

I present the following summary of the Bodies in Massachu-
setts and their work for the year ending April 3oth, 1869:

Number of Bodies. Initiates. Fees.

Consistories, . . 3 26 $130
Chapters, Rose Croix, . . 3 24 48
Councils of P.". of J.*. . 3 25 50
Lodges of Perfection, . . 8 85 255
Total, . N 17 160 $483

All of the Bodies have made their returns, and retaining the
duplicates, I have transmitted the original returns to the Grand
Secretary-General, with a draft for four hundred and eighty-three
dollars, the total of the fees received, for which I have his
receipt.

The past year, the following Brethren have been created Sub-
lime Princes of the Royal Secret: —

R. Henry Hall, John T. Kimball,
Francis Willibee Wells, Joseph S. Barney,
Frederick G. Shalling, Joseph Lyon,
Granville M. Stoddard, Albert Huckins,
Samuel M. Stedman, Francis H. Johnson,
L. N. Greenleaf, William L. Macdonald,
George B. Wiswall, Joseph Lyon, Jr.,
Henry M. Phillips, Joseph Hubbard,
Thomas Hall, Jr., Richard Hodgdon,
Edward A. Moseley, George L. Barr,

Peter Haeberle, Gabriel L. Van Nortwick,
John R. Perry, Nathaniel Brewer, Jr.,

Louis Weil, Edwin V. R. Reed.
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MASSACHUSETTS OOUNOIL OF DELIBERATION,
BosTON, MAY 21, 1869,

Agreeable to the Constitution, I summoned the Chiefs of all
the Lodges of Perfection, Councils, Chapters, and Consistories,
and those who have received the 33d degree residing in my
district, to assemble as a Council of Deliberation, on the 21st of
May. There were present twenty-eight Brethren of the 33d
degree, and representatives from all but three of the Bodies.
The Council was honored with the presence of Nathan H.,
Gould, 33°, Deputy for Rhode Island.

The Council was called to order at 4 o’clock, p. M., and the
Deputy appointed Z. H. Thomas, Jr., 33°, Secretary; Oliver
Ellsworth, 32°, Marshal, and Henry C. Willson, 32°, Captain of
the Guard.

I1l.". and Rev. Charles H. Titus invoked a blessing upon the
assembly.

I1l.. William Parkman, 33°, moved the appointment of a
Comnmittee on Credentials, which motion was adopted ; and the
Deputy appointed a Committee, consisting of Ill.. William Park-
man, 33°, Ill.". James H. Freeland, 33°, and IlL-. Samuel J. M.
Homer, 32°, who reported that all present were duly entitled to
seats in the Council. The following is an incomplete list of the
Brethren present : —

ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME OOUNOIL.

111.*. Albert Case, 33°, I1l.*. Lucius R. Paige, 33°,
¢  William S, Gardner, 33°, ¢ William Parkman, 33°,
¢  Samuel C. Lawrence, 33°, ¢  Charles W. Moore, 33°,

¢  Winslow Lewis, 33°.

HONORARY MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME OOUNCIL.

1L . William W. Baker, 33°, Ill.. Nicholas Hatheway, 33°,
¢ Richard M. Barker, 33°, ¢« Albert H. Kelsey, 33°,
¢ . James C. Bullen, 33°, ¢ Daniel W. Lawrence, 33°,
¢ Abraham A. Dame, 33°, “ Wyzeman Marshall, 33°,
“  William Ellison, 33°, ¢ Benjamin F. Nourse, 33°,
¢  James H. Freeland, 33°, ¢ @ilbert Nurse, 33°,

¢ Daniel Harwood, 33°, ¢« Benjamin Pope, 33°,
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I11.*. Edward Stearns, 33°, I1l.. Zephaniah H. Thomas, Jr., 33°,
¢  William Sutton, 33°, ¢ Charles H. White, 33°,
¢  Charles H. Titus, 33°, ¢ Marshal P. Wilder, 33°.
8. P RS, 8.°. 32°,
Joseph Bedlow, Heunry W. Pitman,
George E. Boyden, Charles E. Powers,
George S. Carpenter, Francis G. Sanborn,
Greorge W. Carter, Daniel Seagrave,
William H. Chessman, Charles A. B. Shepard,
Francis . Choate, William D. Stratton, .
Oliver Ellsworth, Solon Thornton,
Frederick Frye, William Troupe,
Samuel J. M. Homer, Frederick G. Walbridge,
James Kimball, Henry C. Willson,
Enoch Paige.

The Deputy addressed the Council as follows : —

EaYPTIAN HALL, MASONIC TEMPLE,
BosTON, May 21st, 1869.

ILLusTRIOUS BRETHREN : — We are assembled to-day in com-
pliance with Article 25 of the Constitution of 1867, which re-
quires the Deputy of the Supreme Council to annually summon
the Chiefs of all the Lodges of Perfection, Councils, Chapters,
and Consistories in his district, and those who have received
the 33d degree residing in his district, as a Council of Delibe-
ration.

1 extend to you all a hearty welcome, and trust we shall all
enjoy each other’s presence, and avail ourselves of the present
opportunity to form new acquaintances and renew our old and
warm attachments, “grappling to our souls with hooks of steel
the friends we have and their adoption tried.”

I congratulate you that nothing has disturbed the harmony of
our Jurisdiction the past year, and that prosperity has crowned
our labors with success ; yet while with grateful hearts we ren-
der thanks for our good fortune, we bow with grief at the loss
from our ranks of two of our 1ll.". Brethren, who have laid aside
the implements of our profession to sleep calmly in the grave.

Our Venerable and Illustrious Brother Simon W. Robinson,
33°, Past Sov.. Gr.. Commander of the Supreme Council, de-
parted this life the 16th of October, 1868 ; and on March 21st,
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1869, our Illustrious Brother T. Bigelow Lawrence, 33°, Grand
Representative of the Supreme Council, died after a brief illness.
Masonry was honored in them, for their lives exemplified its
doctrines. May we ever cherish their memories.

It is customary at the annual communications of Grand Bodies
for the Chief Executive Officer to make an address, giving an
account of his doings the past year, and suggesting for their
action such subjects as events have rendered prominent. The
presiding officers of Councils of Deliberation, however, as De-
puties, make their reports for the year to the Snpreme Council ;
and as they are continually carrying into execution whatever
their experience teaches them will promote the best interests of
the Rite, little remains for them to embody in an address at the
Annual Meeting of their Councils.

It will be your privilege at this meeting, as well as your duty,
to offer such recommendations and take such action as you shall
judge the welfare of the Rite demands; and all of your deci-
sions of a nature requiring the attention of the Supreme Cotn-
cil, I will, with pleasure, promptly transmit to the Sov... Gr.".
Commander.

We meet for free consultation, and I would suggest that the
Chiefs report the past labors and the future prospects of the
Bodies they represent, and state the difficulties, if any, under
which they may labor, intimating any changes they may desire ;
thereby furnishing the Council with the information requisite
for such action as shall appear calculated to increase the useful-
ness of our Rite. .

I wish to call your attention to the importance of renewed
vigilance in the conferring of degrees, as the Ill.. Deputy of
Connecticut has reported to the Supreme Council that a Lodge
of Perfection in this State has been receiving and conferring the
degrees on candidates residing in Connecticut. I have not had
an opportunity to investigate the charge and ascertain whether
it is well founded, but I am fully confident that no body in the
State would knowingly infringe upon the rights of our neighbor-
ing State; and if by accident such wrong has been done, ample
amends will be promptly made by the offending party so far as
lies in their power.

In this connection, it may be well to suggest for your consid-
eration the propriety of defining the territorial jurisdiction of
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the several Bodies in the State, and establishing what Bodies
shall have exclusive, and what concurrent jurisdiction.

Has not the time arrived when a general advance in the fees
for the degrees would increase the prosperity of the Rite? And
does not experience teach that the fees at present charged by
the Councils and Chapters are not sufficiently remunerative to
meet the expenses necessarily attendant upon the conferring of
the degrees in the present elaborate manner ?

There is no authorized list of the members of our Rite. Do
you deem the subject of sufficient importance to lend all the aid
in your power to publish, in some convenient form, a list of all
the Brethren, if not the dead, at least the living, who have, at
any time, received the degree of the A.-. A... S.". Rite in Massa-
chusetts. Would not such a list, in the hands of the Tyler, be
of invaluable aid to him, and tend to increase the visits of
brethren whom the present difficulty of gaining admission dis-
courages from attendance ?

Is it your desire to join with other Councils of Deliberation in
recommending to the Supreme Council the establishment of
State Grand Consistories ?

The By-Laws of some of the Bodies do not conform to the
Constitution of the Supreme Council, particularly in the matter
of the election of officers. I hope I shall be able to furnish to
the several Bodies an amended copy of the Constitution soon
after the session of the Supreme Council the coming month,
and I trust the By-Laws throughout the Jurisdiction will be then
promptly amended in strict conformity therewith.

Chiefs of Councils of Princes of Jerusalem should bear in
mind that all applications from Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime
Masons for the degrees conferred in their Councils should be
accompanied with a certificate from the Secretary of the Lodge
of Perfection to which the applicant belongs, showing him to
be a member thereof in good standing.

At the session of the Supreme Council, June 26th, 1868, it was
Resolved, That after the close of this Annual Session of the Su-
preme Council, no person who has received the grade of 33d
degree in, and was affiliated with the Supreme Councils which
formerly had their Grand Easts in Boston and New York, re-
spectively, shall be permitted to take the Oath of Fealty to this
Council, unless he shall have first presented his application in
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writing, with his reasons for having denied or delayed his alle-
giance to this Council, and unless the reasons so given shall
have been declared satisfactory by a majority of the Active
Members of the Council present and voting.

Resolved, That no person who has received the grade of 33d
degree in, or affiliated with either of said Councils, withholding
his allegiance to this Council, shall be permitted to sit in, or
visit, this Supreme Council, or any of its Subordinates.

In the list of the Brethren who have taken the Oath of Fealty
to the Supreme Council, I do not find the following names, and
would suggest concerted action on their part in order to place
themselves right on the Records of the Supreme Council at its
meeting in this city the 16th of next month : —

William Parkman, Peter Lawson,
Marshal P. Wilder, James C. Bullen,
James H. Freeland, Gilbert Nurse,
Daniel Harwood, Albert H. Kelsey,
Nicholas Hatheway, Abraham A. Dame,
William F. Knowles, Benjamin F. Butler.

I1L-. Charles H. Titus, 33°, moved that a Committee on Busi-
ness, consisting of five, be appointed, to whom should be re-
ferred the address of the Deputy, which motion was adopted,
andthe following Il . Brethren were appointed to constitute
said Committee.

I1L.:. William S. Gardner, 33°, IlL.:. Charles W. Moore, 33°,
¢ Wyzeman Marshall, 33°, ¢ Winslow Lewis, 33°,
¢  Charles H. Titus, 33°. :

About an hour was pleasantly spent in listening to the past
doings and the future prospects of the several Bodies, and the
discussion of various subjects. Ill... James Kimball, 32°, Thrice
Potent Grand Master of Sutton Lodge of Perfection of Salem,
stated that the Charter of his Lodge was consumed by fire, and
the representatives of some other Bodies also gave notice of a
similar loss ; and it was, on motion of Ill.". Wyzeman Marshall,
33°, voted that the Deputy be requested to inform the Supreme
Council, that this Council of Deliberation respectfully petitions
it to issue, free of charge, new Charters to the Bodies whose
Charters have been destroyed by fire.
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On motion of Ill.*. Charles W. Moore, 33°, it was voted that
a Committee of six, of which the Ill.-. Deputy should be the
Chairman, be appointed to take into consideration the propriety
of extending an entertainment to the members of the Supreme
Council during its session in this city next month. The Com-
mittee consists of

Ill.. Samuel C. Lawrence, 33°, 1. James H. Freeland, 33°,
¢  William Sutton, 33°, ¢ Charles W. Moore, 33°,
¢ C. Levi Woodbury, 33°, ¢ Benjamin Pope, 33°.

IlL.-. Oliver Ellsworth, 32°, suggested the following amend-
ments of the Constitutions of the Supreme Council :

Art. 29. Officers of a Council of Princes of Jerusalem,
line s, strike out the word * Swéstitute,” and insert the words
“ Grand Master” after the word Deputy, so that it shall read,
“The Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand Master.”

Transpose lines 8 and 9 with line 10, so that “ The Valorous,
Grand Treasurer” will precede in rank “ The Valorous Grand
Secretary, Keeper of the Seals and Archives.”

He stated that all the Rituals justify the first amendment;
and the establishment of uniformity throughout the Constitu-
tions, as well as Masonic usage, sanctions the second. He
also recommended a similar amendment of Art. 27 — Officers
of a Consistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret ; trans-
pose paragraphs 6 and 7.

The Committee on Business, through its Chairman, Ill.-.
William S. Gardner, 33°, submitted the following Report,
which was accepted, and its recommendations were unani-
mously adopted : '

EGYPTIAN HALL, MAsONIC TEMPLE,
BosToN, May 21st, 1869.

To the Illustrious Deputy of the Supreme Council of the 33d degree, N.
J., for the State of Massachusetts, presiding over the Council of
Deliberation for Massachusetts.

Your Committee, to whom was referred the Address of the
Ill.". Deputy, congratulate him upon the prosperity and success
of the Rite over which he presides with so much ability in this
District of the Supreme Council.
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Much is due to his assidious labors for this prosperity, and in
behalf of the Chiefs of Scottish Masonry here assembled in
Council, your Committee return to him their sincere thanks for
the zeal which he has displayed, and the care which he has
exercised over the various Bodies of the Rite within his dis-
trict.

Of the matters submitted in the Address, the first is the de-
cease of our lll.:, Brother Simon W. Robinson, 33°, Past Sov.-.
Grand Commander, and 1ll.". Brother T. Bigelow Lawrence,
33°% Honorary Member of the Supreme Council. Your Com-
mittee regret that they have not time to pay that tribute of
respect to their memories which their high distinction and many
virtues deserve ; but they are consoled by the reflection that the
Supreme Council, at its coming session, will take such notice of
their decease as is becoming their high Masonic and civil char-
acters.

In regard to the recommendation that the Chiefs report the
state and condition of the several Bodies, and state the diffi-
culty, if any, under which they may labor, your Committee
report that one of the objects sought for in the establishment
of this Council was the discussion and suggestions referred to
in the Address. -

In relation to the complaint made by the Ill.°. Deputy for
Connecticut, your Committee suppose that this was referred to
by way of caution, and that it was not intended that the Council
should take any action upon it.

Your Committee would recommend that the Jurisdiction of
the several Bodies be fixed at the distance half way between
the town or city in which Bodies of the same grade are located,
and that Bodies established in the same town or city have com-
mon jurisdiction over the same territory; and also that all
the Bodies located in Massachusetts be strictly limited to the
State.

Your Committee would recommend that the fees for the
degrees be advanced at least twenty-five per cent over the pres-
ent minimum rate.

Your Committee also recommend that this Council request
the Supreme Council to publish a Balustre of each member of
each grade in the Jurisdiction.

In relation to State Grand Consistories, your Committee.
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report that, for lack of time, they are unable to make any re-
commendation upon this important subject.

Respectfully submitted.

WiLLiaM S. GARDNER, 33°,

CHARLES W. MOORE, 33°,

WiNsLow Lewis, 33°, Commitize.
WYZEMAN MARSHALL, 33°,

Cuarces H. Titus, 33°,

After a very pleasant and profitable session, an interesting
“Table Lodge ” served well to merrily fill the interval of refresh-
ment which preceded the visit of the Ill.*. Brethren to Mount
Olivet Chapter, where the evening was most agreeably spent in
. witnessing the imposing ceremonies of the Degree of Knight of
the Rose Croix by its Officers, who are men of * rare working
ability.”

IlL.". and Rev. Charles H. Titus invoked a blessing upon the
proceedings of the Council, which then closed its second session
at 10 o’clock, p. M.

I submit herewith a petition signed by Ill.-. Brothers William
Parkman, Marshall P. Wilder, Daniel Harwood, Abraham A.
Dame, James C. Bullen, James H. Freeland, Nicholas Hathaway
and Gilbert Nurse, all of the 33d degree, requesting permission
to take the Oath of Fealty to the Supreme Council, and stating
the reasons for having delayed their allegiance.

I also transmit petitions, duly approved by me, for the organ-
ization of a Council of Princes of Jerusalem, a Chapter of Rose
Croix, and a Consistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret
in Worcester. Each petition is signed by thirty-two Sublime
Princes, and I heartily recommend that the prayers of the peti-
tioners be granted.

I have endeavored, with earnest and faithful labor, to dis-
charge the duties of Deputy for the State of Massachusetts for
the last two years; and I shall ever gratefully remember the
pleasure and satisfaction I have experienced in my intercourse
with the Brethren of the Rite, and in the hearty reception always
extended and the kind attentions shown me upon my official
visits to the Bodies throughout the State.

However, I am aware of the fact that I am the only one of
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the Supreme Council holding two offices, and as offices are few,
and the members more capable, and, I trust, more desirous of
office than myself, are many, I most respectfully tender to you
the resignation of the office, which, by your kindness and confi-
dence I have held, to take effect on the election of a successor.
Had I not labored under the impression that the office was
simply of a year’s duration, I should have offered my resignation
at last year’s session.

I wish to tender my sincere thanks to Ill.*. Brothers William
Parkman, Albion K. P. Welch, Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Z. H.
Thomas, Jr., Solon Thornton, Charles E. Powers, and others,
who have so greatly contributed to the success of my official
visits during the year,

Respectfully submitted.

SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE, 33°,
Deputy for Massachusetts.
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REPORT OF THE DEPUTY FOR MASSACHMUSETTS.

BosTON, June 10th, 1870.

To the Supreme Council of Sov.". Grand Inspectors- General of the 33d
Degree of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the U. S. A.

The District of Massachusetts has had a prosperous and
happy Masonic year, and has a prospect of a perfectly harmoni-
ous and brilliant future.

I installed the officers of

Lafayette Lodge of Perfection, . . . Feb. 11th, 1870.
Lowell « “ . . . Apr. 14th, 1870.
Worcester ¢ « . . . Feb. 17th, 1870.
Lowell Council of P.". of J.". . . . . Apr. 14th, 1870.
Mount Calvary Chapter of R.:. C.:. . . . Apr. 14th, 1870.
Gourgas “ “ . . . May 27th, 1870.

Under the order of June 27th, 1870, I have granted Dispen-
sations to hold elections after the constitutional time to the fol-
lowing Bodies :

De Witt Clinton Consistory, for the election held . Jan. Tth, 1870.
Lowell Lodge of Perfection, “ . Apr. 14th, 1870.
Lowell Council of P.'. of J.'. o . Apr. 14th, 1870.
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During the year I have visited nearly all of the Bodies, and
many of them several times, to witness their work, which in
every instance has been highly gratifying. The Boston Bodies
have done well the past year, and maintain the high character
which their excellent work has won for them. May they con-
summate the proposed union, and then, united and happy, with
hand in hand and heart to heart, may their progress be immor-
tal. Of the other Bodies, the Worcester Lodge of Perfection
still exhibits the most zeal and activity.

Upon examination of the Charter of Evening Star Lodge of
Perfection, at Springfield, I found a serious omission, which
has since been supplied, and the Charter is now complete. A
new Charter has been issued to Sutton Lodge of Perfection,
whose original Charter was consumed by fire.

I find that there is a Council of Princes of Jerusalem, named
the Massasoit, in good standing, at Springfield, of which no
mention has been made in the Proceedings of the Supreme
Council since May 18th, 1866, at which time a Charter was
granted to it. A list of its officers will be found in the returns
for the past year.

I present the following summary of the Bodies in Massachu-
setts, and their work for the year ending March 31st, 1870.

Number Retired Active
of Bodies. Members. Members. Initiates, Fees.

Consistories, . . 3 764 428 18 $ 9%
Chapters, Rose Croix, . 4 1003 248 33 66
Councils of P...of J.". . 5 953 314 33 99
Lodges of Perfection, . 8 929 603 13 135
Dues from 20 Bodies, . . .. 100

Total, . 20 3649 | 1593 129 $490

I have transmitted the annual returns of all the Bodies to the
Grand Secretary-General, whose receipt I have received for
four hundred and ninety dollars, the total of fees received.

The following Brethren have been created the past year Sub-
lime Princes of the Royal Secret.

A. Judson Hathaway, May 7, 1869. Rufus Eaton, Jan. 7, 1870.
James W. Wellington, ¢ 6 Willizm J. Powers, “ “
Ferdinand F. French, June 4, 1869. Albert O. Gibson, “ s

Edgar W. Carleton, “ “ Henry N. Sawyer, Feb. 4, 1870.
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William H. Greenleaf, June 4, 1869. John Mead, Jun., Feb. 4, 1870.

Henry Howard, Nov. 5, 1869. Elisha Pote, ¢ ¢
Amasa W. Bailey, “ “ Edwin Howard, March 4, 1870
William E. Bicknell, Des-. 3, 1869. Charles W. Parker, “ “
Charles G. Davis, March 4, 1870. Samuel F. Ellis, “ “

I arranged for a Council of Deliberation to be held the 15th
of March, but the session was adjourned for causes beyond my
control, until Friday, the 6th of May.
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OCOUNCIL OF DELIBERATION,
Held in Corinthian Hall, Masonic Temple, Boston,
MAY 6TH, 1870.

MINUTES OF PROOEERDINGS.

There were present twenty-eight Brethren of the Thirty-third
degree, and Representatives from all of the Chartered Bodies.
The Council was honored with the presence of Ill... William
Barrett, 33°, Deputy for New Hampshire, and Ill.-. Nathan H.
Gould, 33°, Deputy for Rhode Island.

IlL.". and Rev. Lucius R. Paige invoked a blessing upon the
assembly, and at four o’clock, p. M., the Deputy declared the
Council of Deliberation for the District of Massachusetts opened
in due form. :

The Ill.. Deputy appointed Ill.-. Daniel W. Lawrence, 33°,
IlL.-. Grand Treasurer, and Ill.". Zephaniah H. Thomas, Jr., 33°,
Ill.". Grand Secretary for the ensuing Masonic year. Ill.". Ivory
H. Pope, 32°, was appointed Grand Marshal pro tem., Ill."
James H. Freeland, 33°, Grand Captain of the Guard, pro tem.,
and l1ll.". Eben F. Gay, 32°, Grand Tyler, pro tem.

1ll.. Z. H. Thomas, Jr., 33°, moved the appointment of a Com-
mittee on Credentials, which motion was adopted ; and the De-
puty appointed a committee, consisting of Ill.:. Z. H. Thomas,
Jr., 33°% IlL". Solon Thornton, 32°, and Ill.-. Henry C. Willson,
32°, who reported that all present were duly entitled to seats in
the Council.

The Ill.. Deputy delivered the following Address:—

ILLusTRTIOUS BRETHREN : — In conformity to the Constitution
of the Supreme Council, I have summoned you to assemble to-
day to deliberate together for the advancement of the best in-
terests of the Rite.

I welcome you all most heartily, and sincerely rejoice with
you that after a year's elapse, God in his infinite mercy, has
permitted us to meet again with not 2 member missing from our
ranks. It secems a remarkable providence that we should all
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escape the many disastrous accidents of life, and especially that
our oldest brethren, beloved during their many years of noble
activity in Masonry, should all be spared to us. God grant
them many happy years of usefulness yet, that a hale and hearty
old age may be the good fortune of us all, and that our love of
Masonry shall keep our hearts ever young and fresh, until we
are called to Heaven to enjoy a glorious immortality.

I congratulate you on the success which has crowned our
efforts to increase the usefulness of the Rite, and though all the
bodies have not worked, yet the work that has been done will
reflect credit and honor upon our jurisdiction. It is well you
realize that the greatest prosperity lies not in the hasty increase
of members, but in the choice of the most worthy and useful.

The Supreme Council has imparted to Councils of Delibera-
tion some of the powers and privileges hitherto exercised only
by itself. -

The Constitution provides that the Deputy for the State shall
preside over the Council of Deliberation as its Commander-in-
Chief, appoint a Treasurer and Secretary, and cause to be
chosen by the Council other officers to assist in its labors, whose
rank shall be the same as those of a Consistory.

The Council of Deliberation may form and adopt By-Laws
for its government, not inconsistent with the Constitution and
Regulations of the Supreme Council and the usages of the
Order.

The Council has legislative and judicial power under the
supervision and control of the Deputy, over all matters par-
ticularly concerning Brethren or Bodies within the District;
and no warrant will be granted for any Lodge, Council, Chap-
ter or Consistory, to work the degrees in the district without
its recommendation or the unanimous vote of the Supreme
Council.

It has the power to tax the bodies within the district for the
necessary and legitimate expenses attending its meetings, not
including, however, the expense of any member for his attend-
ance thereupon.

It is authorized to fix the minimum rate of the fees to be
charged for conferring the degrees within the district, provided
it be not less than the minimum prescribed by the Constitu-

tion.
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‘The Council may take or recommend any action in the affairs
of the district it pleases, and suggest to the Supreme Council
any measure it concludes the welfare of the Rite demands. All.
the actions and recommendations requiring the attention of the
Supreme Council will be laid before it at its next annual meet-
ing for its final approval or disapproval, but until the Supreme
Council acts upon them, they will be in full force in the dis-
trict.

In assuming the powers thus granted to us, as the Massachu-
setts Council of Deliberation, we take upon ourselves the re-
sponsibilities necessarily accompanying them. Let us realize
the importance of the trust confided to our care, and pledge
the best of our abilities to the faithful discharge of its important
duties.

That we may act understandingly, it will be well to review
some of the amendments which have been made to the Consti-
tution of the Supreme Council, and its latest regulations.

ART. 14. It is provided that “ All subordinate bodies holding
dispensations or warrants shall pay the sum of five dollars, in
addition to the fees constitutionally required, annually to the
Supreme Council, which sum shall accompany their returns.”’

ART. 22. All returns shall be made up to the first day of
April, annually, and be transmitted immediately therea.fter to
the Deputy of the district, with the dues.

The Secretary of each body shall immediately after each elec-
tion of officers, transmit a certificate thereof to the Deputy of
the district.

ART. 29. Whenever the day of the month prescribed by the
Constitution for holding any election of officers shall fall upon
the first day of the week, called Sunday, such election shall be
held at the regular meeting of the body thereafter.

ART. 30. A Lodge of Perfection may be opened for the
transaction of business, provided there be present the Thrice
Potent Grand Master or his Deputy, or either of the Wardens,
and five active members of the same.

ART. 34. All applications for the degrees shall, after being
made, lie over till the next regular meeting thereof, for consid-
eration, unless the Sov.". Gr.". Commander, or the Deputy of the
district, shall, in case of emergency, dispense therewith,
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Whenever application shall be made for the degrees to any
Lodge, Council, Chapter, or Consistory other than the one near-
est the place of residence of the applicant, no action shall be
taken thereon, until the body of the same grade nearest his
place of residence shall have been notified, and a sufficient time
elapsed for a reply to be received as to his character and the
circumstances of the case.

All parts of the Constitution which restrict the number of
members of any subordinate body of the Rite are abolished.

This, however, in no way conflicts with the decision of the
Most Puissant Sov.'. Gr.". Commander, “ That the subordinate
bodies may, by their by-laws, determine for themselves the limit
of the number of their members.”

To consolidate subordinate bodies of the Rite is a question
of general interest to the bodies and a very different thing from
the admission of ordinary members, and it is ordered that * The
body which is to cease to exist, must by a majority vote of the
members at a meeting notified for the purpose, vote to surrender
their Charter, and to assent to unite themselves with the body
whose existence is to continue. The latter named body must
by a majority vote decide to receive as members all the mem-
bers of the other body.

It is ordered, that all rejections of applicants for degrees in
the A.-. A.". Scottish Rite in any district be forthwith reported
by the heads of the bodies where such rejections occur, to the
heads of all other bodies of the same grade in the same district.

That subordinate bodies failing to make returns and pay dues
for two consecutive years, without reasons satisfactory to the
Supreme Council, shall forfeit their warrants.

That the assent of the Supreme Council will not hereafter be
given to the designation of subordinate bodies by the names of
living persons.

That the increase of Honorary Membership in the Supreme
Council from any and every State shall be equally based upon
the increase of the number of Princes of the Royal Secret 32°
in said States.

By the terms of the last resolution, it is evident that the cus-
tom of non-affiliation, which a desire to conform to the limit for-
_ merly established by the Constitution has hitherto fostered, will
detract very much from the prospect of gaining at present the
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full number of Honorariums to which the State should be en-
titled. That the honorary grade of the thirty-third degree may
be conferred upon illustrious brethren, it behooves us to urge
every Prince of the Royal Secret to take membership in some
Consistory.

In this connection I would also call attention to the fact that,
with the removal of all limits to the number of members, there
is now no excuse for non-affiliation, and while I would admonish
every brother that it is his duty to affiliate with some body of
each of the four grades or branches of the Rite, and so contri-
bute towards the support and success of the Rite, as well as
enjoy its privileges and benefits, I would earnestly recommend
that some plan be adopted by you to facilitate the accomplish-
ment of this very desirable object. As a means to which end, I
would suggest the adoption of a very low admission fee for
membership for all who have hitherto received the degree, and
the appointment of a committee to prepare a Balustre of the
members of each grade in the district. Last year we requested
the Supreme Council to undertake this labor, but I am con-
vinced that it is a work which can be best performed by each
district for itself.

One of the first duties, which this Council owes to itself, is to
promptly ascertain, with as much accuracy as possible, the
names of the brethren who have received the degrees of the
Rite in Massachusetts, for already the early records of some of
the bodies are missing, while there are others which, I regret to
state, have been very imperfectly kept.

Two of the subordinate bodies have not procured the furni-
ture and equipments necessary for a full exemplification of the
degrees, and several have no seals. The appointments requisite
in a Lodge of Perfection need not be expensive, and no Masonic
body can properly discharge its duties without the means of
affixing its seal to its documents. I may add that the warrants
of the bodies cannot be carefully preserved, unless they are
kept in suitable metallic cases. When the presiding officer is
installed, he promises to carefully preserve the Charter, which
is committed solely to his custody, and to transmit it safely to
his successor. I recommend to the several presiding officers an
examination of their Charters, lest not only the metallic case but
the document itself be found wanting.
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The minimum rate for conferring the degrees as established
by you last year is as follows, viz.: —

In a Consistory, . . . . . . . 831.25
¢ Chapter of Rose Croix, . . . . . . 18.75
¢ Council of Princes of Jerusalem, . . . . 12.50
‘ Lodze of Perfection, . . . . . . 18.75

Total, . . . . . . . 881.25

Would not the adoption of fees in full dollars be preferable?
Will it not be well to substitute for the above figures the fees of
$30 in a Consistory, $20 in a Chapter, $15 in a Council, and
$20 in a Lodge? The total of which would be $85, being an
advance of about 33 per cent over the present minimum rate of
the Supreme Council, and one dollar less than the minimum at
present established in the district of New Hampshire.

I would call your attention to the fact that an election of offi-
cers, not held at the Constitutional time, is invalid, unless a spec-
ial dispensation has been obtained therefor ; and while I would
discourage the election of any brother to any prominent office
in more than one branch of the Order at the same time, I am
confident that the election of officers, who will qualify them-
selves for the full and faithful discharge of their duties, will be
appreciated by the members with zealous efforts on their part
to render the labors of the officers easy and pleasant.

I should have ordered the session of this Council earlier, had
I not entertained the hope that I might ere this have announced
to you the uunion of some of the subordinate Bodies.

Early in the winter a movement was inaugurated by the
officers of the Bodies meeting at the Masonic Temple and at
Nassau Hall, to consolidate some of the Bodies, and to arrange
the holding of all of the meetings of the Rite at the Temple.

There have been many earnest and enthusiastic meetings
with these objects in view, and to them were invited the officers
of the Massachusetts Consistory in Lowell. Satisfactory ar-
rangements have been made for the consolidation of the two
Councils of Princes of Jerusalem, the Giles F. Yates and the
Boston, and for the removal of Gourgas Chapter and Lafayette
Lodge from Nassau Hall to the Masonic Temple, provided a
union of the Consistories can be perfected. At all of the meet-
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ings there was not a dissenting voice. All seemed to be unani-
mous and enthusiastic to unite the three Consistories into one,
and thus bring the Brethren in the most perfect harmony into
a common home in one large Consistory for the State. Then
would all the labors of the Brethren, instead of being frittered
away in the care of too many Bodies, combine to strengthen
the Rite and augment its splendor.

Unfortunately the difficulty of arranging a satisfactory basis
for the union of the Consistories has not yet been surmounted ;
but I am confident the unanimous wishes of the Brethren, * act-
uated by the spirit of wisdom and the love of harmony,” will
yet ultimately reconcile the differences, and that the happy
reunion of the Boston Bodies, so long and so anxiously de-
sired, will be joyously consummated to the greater prosperity
and glory of our beloved Rite.

“Then join in hand true Masons all,
By uniting we stand, by dividing we fall.”

An expression of the sentiment of the Council on this sub-
ject is desirable.

I recommend the election of the following officers by bal-
lot to hold office until the next annual session of this Council,
who shall assist in the government of the Council, be styled
and take rank as follows:

2. IlL'. 1st Lieut. Commander.

3. * 2d Lieut. Commander.

4. “ Minister of State and Grand Orator.
5. * Grand Chancellor.

8. “ Grand Engineer and Architect.

9. “ Grand Hospitaler.

10. “ Grand Master of Ceremonies.

11. “ Grand Standard Bearer.

12. “ Grand Captain of the Guard.
13. “ Grand Sentinel.

It will be necessary for you to make some provision for a
suitable regalia for the officers of the Council.
I also recommend Standing Committees as follows :

A Committee on Business to consist of five members ;
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A Committee on Condition of the Rite to consist of five mem-
bers ;

A Committee on Finance to consist of three members ;

A Committee on Ritualistic Matters to consist of five mem-
bers;

A Committee on Regulations to consist of five members ;

And A Committee on Dispensations and Charters to consist
of three members.

I urge you to inform us of the prospects of the Bodies you
represent, freely stating their wants, and to give the Council the
benefit of your experience, so that it may with the requisite in-
formation legislate for their best interests.

Let us build wisely and well, so that our Council may be a
live and vigorous organization ; yet let us enact as few new laws
as possible, for the least governed are the best governed.

I1L.-. William S. Gardner, 33° moved that a committee of five
be appointed, to whom should be referred the address of the
Deputy for examination and the division and reference of its
several subjects to appropriate committees, which motion was
adopted, and the following Ill.‘. Brethren were appointed to
constitute said committee : —

I1l.. William S. Gardner, 33°, Ill.. Charles W. Moore, 33°,
¢ Marshal P. Wilder, 33°, ¢ Benjamin Dean, 33°,
¢ Charles E. Powers, 32°.

The Committee on Credentials presented the following report,

which was, on motion of Ill.. Edward A. White, 33° received
and adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.

CoORINTHIAN HaALL, May 6th, 1870.
To the Ill.:. Com.".-in-Chief of the Council:
The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report, that the

following Ill.. Brethren and Representatives are present and
entitled to vote, viz. :—
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.*. William W. Baker, 33°,

E. Dana Bancroft, 33°,
Benjamin Dean, 33°,
Abraham A. Dame, 33°,
James H. Freeland, 33°,
William S. Gardner, 33°,
William F. Knowles, 33°,
Winslow Lewis, 33°,
Daniel W. Lawrence, 33°,
Samuel C. Lawrence, 33°,
Charles W. Moore, 33°,
John McClellan, 33°,

MASSACHUSETTS.

IlL-.

1

[

Lucius R. Paige, 33°,
William Parkman, 33°,
Benjamin Pope, 33°,
William F. Salmon, 33°,
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, 33°,
Edward Stearns, 33°,
William Sutton, 33°,
Newell A. Thompson, 33°,
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Zephaniah H. Thomas, Jr., 33°,

Charles H. White, 33°,

Charles Levi Woodbury, 33°

Edward A. White, 33°,

Wyzeman Marshall, 33°, ¢ Marshall P. Wilder, 33°,
Benjamin F. Nourse, 33°, ¢  Albion K. P. Welch, 33°,
Gilbert Nurse, 33°,

REPRESENTATIVES:

Massachusetts Consistory, Lowell.

. William North,

Joseph Bedlow,

First Lieut.". Com.".
Second ¢ “

De Witt Clinton Consistory, Boaton.

Benjamin Pope,
Oliver Ellsworth,
Benjamin F. Smith,

Com.".-in-Chief.
First Lieut.'. Com.".
Second ¢ ¢

Boston Consistory, Boston.

. James A. Fox, .
Alfred F. Chapman,
John L. Stevenson,

Com.’.-in-Chief.
First Lieut... Com.".
second [{3 [{3

Mount Calvary Chapter, Lowell.

. William F. Salmon,

M.:.W..and P... M.".

‘“ Edward B. Howe, R.". and P.. K.*. Sec.". as

¢ Henry P. Perkins,

M... E.'. and P... K.". Sen.".
M... E... and P.". K.*. Jun.".

Gourgas Chapter, Boston.

. Charles A. B. Shepherd,

M... W...and P.". M.,

“ William H. Guild, R... and P.". K.'. Sec.". as

e Francis G. Sanborn,

M... E.. and P.:. K.". Sen.’
M.. E.*. and P.. K.*. Jun.’.

’

23

W



30 COUNCIL OF DELIBERATION,

Mount Olivet Chapter, Boaton.

P... Kt... William D. Stratton, . M... W... and P.-. M.-.
“ Samuel J. M. Homer, . M... E... and P... K.". Sen.". W.-.
¢ John Albree, R.". and P.". K.'. Sec."., as

M... E. . and P... K.. Jun.. W.'.

Lawrence Chapter, Worcester.

P.:. Kt.". Thomas E. St. John, . M.:. W... and P.". M.".

Lowell Council, Lowell.

Val.. P.*. Frederick T. North, . M.. E.". Sov... P.". G.". M.".
“ Walter Burnham, . . Dep.. G M.,
“ William Sutton, . . M:.E: Junc. G W

Giles F. Yates Council, Boston.
Val.'. P.". Oliver Ellsworth, . . M: . E-. Sov.. PG M.
Benjamin Pope, . . Dep.. G... M.
¢ George S. Carpenter, . M. E..Sen...G.". W.".
“ George W. Carter, . M:E: Jun:. G- W

Boston Council, Boston.

Val.". P.. Samuel J. M. Homer, . M. E.".Sov... P.". G.". M.".
“« Ivory H. Pope, . . Dep..G. . M..
¢ Walter L. Gardner, . M..E.: Sen..G . W..
“ Frederick A. Pierce, Val.'. G.-. Sec."., as
M...E..Jun.. G.". W..

Massasoit Council, Springfield.
Val.:. P.'. George D. Rollins, G.'. T.". as Dep.*. G.*. M.,

Goddard Council, Worcester.

Val.. P.:. Henry C. Willson, . . M.:.E:. Sov...P... G.*. Mo,
“ John Dean, . . . Dep..G.:. M.,
“ Daniel Seagrave, . . M... E.". Sen.". G.*. W.-.

Lowell Lodgye of Per/ecton, Lowell.

Res.". Bro.'. Frederick Frye, . . T... P... G.*. M.".
‘" Frederick T. North, . H..of T.,, D.". G.. M.".
“ Edward B. Howe, G.". Sec.'., as
V.. Sen.. G.*. W.".
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Lafiyette Lodje of Perfection, Boston.

*. Bro.". Charles H. White, . T...P... G.". M.-.

¢ William Troup, . H...of T..., D.. G.". M.".
¢« Francis C. Choate, . V.. Sen.. G.". W.",
¢ Benjamin F. Smith, V.. Jun... G... W. .

Boston Lodye of Perfection, Boaton.

Res. . Bro.'. Solon Thornton, . T... P... G.*. M.,
“ Marlborough Williams, H.. of T.".,, D.". G.". M.".
€« J. Francis Lotts, . V.. Sen.". G.". W.-.

Res.-.

1.

[{3

3

¢ William F. Pierce, . V.. Jun.. G.:. W

Harmony Lodge of Perfection, Lynn.

*. Bro.*. Charles E. Powers, . a8 T... P... G.o. M.,

“ Enoch Paige, . . “ H:-.of T...,D... G... M.-.
¢ George O. Carpenter, . “ V.. Sen.". G.*. W.-,
“ Charles C. Southard, . * V... Jun... G.*. W.'.

Sutton Lodye of Perfection, Salem.
Bro.*. James Kimball, . . To P Geo M.,

Worcester Lodye of Per/ection, Worcester.

*. Bro.*. George E. Boyden, . T. PG . M.

LU Daniel Seagzrave, . H...of T..., D... G.*. M.",
“ William H. Blakslee, . V.. Jun... G.. W.'.

Evening Star Lodye of Perfection, Springfield.

*. Bro.*. James M. Porter, . H.:.of T.. D.". G.". M.".

¢ Samuel 8. Wilson, .as V.. Jun.'. G.'. W.-.

Past Commanders-in-Chief of Consistories.

. William S. Gardner, 33°, . Massachusetts Consistory.
William Sutton, 33°, . . & ¢«
Wyzeman Marshall, 33°, . . De Witt Clinton Consistory.
James H. Freeland, 33,°, . o “ L
Newell A. Thompson, 33°, . Boston Consistory.

Your Committee recommend that the following Ill.-. Brethren
be invited to take seats and participate in the deliberations of
the Council : —
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I1l.. John L. Brigham, G.-. Sec."., . De Witt Clinton Consistory.
¢ Henry W. Pitmman, Gr.. Sec.-., Lafayette Lodze of Perfertion.

¢ Nathaniel Brewer, Jr., . . De Witt Clinton Consistory.
¢ Ferdinand F. French, . . “ “ “
¢« Howard M. Dow, . . . Boston Consistory.

¢  Joseph N. Pierce, Jr., . . « (0

“ Eben F. Gay, Gr.'. Sen.". . “ “

¢  Seranus Bowen, . . . [ “

¢  (George Haslet, . . . “ “

¢  William H. Sampson, . . €« “

¢ Andrew G. Smith, . . “ “

¢ George S. Eastman, . . [ [

¢  William Parkman, Jr., . . “ “

The total number present is eighty-eight.

All of which it respectfully submitted.

Z. H. THoMas, Jr., 33°,
SoLoN THORNTON, 32°, 3 Committee.
Henry C. WILLSON, 32°,

The Deputy announced to the Council the receipt of commu-
nications expressive of regret at their inability to be present,
from IlL-. William W, Tucker, 33°, Tll.". William Chessman, 32°,
and Ill.*. Thomas E. Chamberlin, 32°.

The Committee on Address presented the following report,
which was, on motion, received, and the recommendations were
unanimously adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ADDRESS.

CORINTHIAN HALL, MASONIC TEMPLE,
BosToN, May 6th, 187C.

To the Council of Deliberation for the District of Massachusetts:
The Committee to whom was referred the address of the 11-

lustrious Deputy of the Supreme Council, respectfully report
that they have examined with much interest the communication
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of the [llustrious Deputy and the recommendations therein con-
tained. :

As stated in the address, the Supreme Council has been
pleased to relinquish some of its powers and confer them upon
the Councils established in the several Districts within its juris-
diction These powers this Council is now called upon to ex-
ercise for the first time, and the Ill.. Deputy has wisely recom-
mended that, in our new and more exalted position, we proceed
cautiously and systematically, and that we inaugurate a system
which will commend itself to the Supreme Council and be a
guide to our successors.

In order the more effectually to carry out these views, your
Committee recommend that so much of the address as relates
to business, election of officers for the Council, and the election
of officers by subordinate bodies at constitutional times, be re-
ferred to a committee of five, to be denominated “ The Commit-
tee on Business,” and that this Committee nominate and recom-
mend suitable candidates for officers of this Council.

That so much as relates to the union and removal of subordi-
nate bodies, affiliation of members, fee for membership and bal-
ustre of members, be referred to a committee of five to be de-
nominated “ The Committee on the Condition of the Rite.”

That so much as relates to finance and the expenses of the
Council be referred to a Committee of three, to be denominated
“ The Committee on Finance.”

That so much as relates to paraphernalia, furniture, seals,
charters of bodies, and regalia of officers and members of the
Council of Deliberation. be referred to a Committee of five, to
be denominated “ The Committee on Ritualistic Matters.”

That so much as relates to by-laws, rules of order, and amend-
ments of the Constitufion, be referred to a Committee of five,
to be denominated ‘ The Committee on Regulations.”

That so much as relates to applications for Dispensations and
Warrants, be referred to a Committee of three, to be denomina-
ted “ The Committee on Dispensations and Charters.”

Your Committee desire to bear witness to the faithfulness
with which the Ill.". Deputy has performed the duties of his office,
not only during the past year, but through the whole term of his
official service. He has watched over the interests of the Rite
in his District with a jealous eye ; he has infused through the
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subordinate bodies a spirit of brotherly love ; he has united the
Illustrious Brethren, harmonized all threatening animosities, and
presided over the Rite with dignity, kindness, and forbearance.

As his three years of duty have nearly terminated, your Com-
mittee believe that it will not be considered that they are ex-
ceeding the powers of their commission in thus expressing their
approval of the administration of the Illustrious Deputy for
Massachusetts, and their belief that the continuance of the
same measure of faithfulness will best secure the interests and
prosperity of the Rite in this District.

Respectfully submitted.

WILLIAM S. GARDNER, 33°,

MARrsHALL P. WILDER, 33°,

CHARLES W. MOORE, 33°, Committee.
CHARLES E. PoweRrs, 32°,

BENjAMIN DEAN, 33°,

The Ill.:. Deputy announced the following Standing Com-
mittees :

Committee on Business :—I1ll... William F. Salmon, 33°, Ill.-.
Albion K. P. Welch, 33° Ill.-. Daniel W. Lawrence, 33°, Ill.".
Alfred F. Chapman, 32° and Ill.". James H. Freeland, 33°.

Committee on the Condition of the Rite —Ill.. Charles Levi
Woodbury, 33° Ill.". Benjamin Dean, 33°, Ill.". Samuel J. M.
Homer, 32° Ill.:. Winslow Lewis, 33°, and Ill.:. Charles H.
White, 32°.

Committee on Finance -—Ill.". John McClellan, 33°,Ill.". George
O. Carpenter, 32° and 1ll.". Henry P. Perkins, 32°.

Committee on Ritualistic Matters :—Ill.". William F. Salmon,
33°% Ill.". Charles W. Moore, 33° Ill.. Benjamin Pope, 33°,
IlL-. Charles E. Powers, 32° and Ill.*. Charles A. B. Shepard,

o

32°.

Committee on Regulations —Ill.". James A. Fox, 32° Ill.-.
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, 33° Ill.-. Zephaniah H. Thomas, ]r.,
33° IlL.". John L. Stevenson, 32°, and Ill.". James M. Porter, 32°.

Committee on Dispensations and Charters :—I1.". Newell A.
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Thompson, 33°, Ill.". Solon Thornton, 32°, and Ill.". George E.
Boyden, 32°.

PETITIONS FOR CHARTERS.

Ill.. Henry C. Willson presented a petition for a Charter for
Goddard Council of Princes of Jerusalem, now working under a
Dispensation at Worcester ; Ill.. Thomas E. St. John presented
a petition for a Charter, for Lawrence Chapter of Rose Croix,
now working under a Dispensation at Worcester—both of which
petitions were referred to the Committee on Dispensations and
Charters, and were as follows :—

WORCESTER, MAss., April 30, 1870.

To the Supreme Council of Sov.'. Grand Inspectors-General of the 33d
Degree for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the U. 8. A.

The undersigned officers, in behalf of the brethren to whom
was granted a Dispensation for a Council of Princes of Jerusa-
lem, June 18th, 1869, now return the same with a list of the orig-
inal petitioners for the Dispensation, and a list of the officers
who have acted under its authority. They also transmit a copy
of the By-laws for approval,

They respectfully ask that the brethren may be constituted
and chartered a regular Council under the name of Goddard
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, Worcester, Massachusetts,
with all the rights and privileges thereto appertaining.

Henry C. Willson, 32°, . . . M.:. E... S.. P.*. G.. Master,
John Dean, 32°, . . . G. . H.". P.",, 8.". Deputy,
Daniel Seagrave, 32°, . . M... E.". 8.. G.*. Warden,
John W. Jordan, 32°, . . M.. E.". J.". G.". Warden,
Timothy W. Wellington, 32°, V.:. G.". Treasurer,

Justin E. Wood, 32°, V.. G.*. Secretary,

Charles B. Whiting, 32°, V.. G.". M., of C.',,

Robert H. Chamberlain, 32°, . V.. G.". M.". of E.',,

William H. Blakslee, 32°, . . G.:. T..

The balance of the original petitioners is as follows : —

William A. Smith, 33°, J. Paul Weixler, Jr., 32°,
Henry Goddard, 32°, Porter Davis, 32°,
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Samuel T. Bigelow, 32°, Albert Walbridge, 32°,
Thomas E. St. John, 32°, Nathan H. Sears, 32°,
Emery Wilson, 32°, Sewall H. Bowker, 32°,
George E. Boyden, 32°, Simeon B. Marsh, 32°,
Simeon Thompson, 32°. Jonas Heald, Jr., 32°,
Lucius W. Pond, 32°, David Scott, 329,

Henry E. Knapp, 32°, Henry C. Fish, 32°,
Ransom M. Gould, 32°, Joseph B. Knox, 32°,
Alfred F. Hewett, 32°, Calvin E. Newcomb, 32°,

‘William S. Goodwin, 32°, deceased Jan. 3, 1870.

WORCESTER, MAss., April 30, 1870.

To the Supreme Council of Sov.'. Grand Inspectors- General of the 33d
Degree of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the U. 8. A.

The undersigned officers, in behalf of the brethren to whom
was granted a Dispensation for a Chapter of Rose Croix, June
18th, 1869, now return the same with a list of the original peti-
tioners for the: Dispensation, and a list of the officers who have
acted under its authority. ‘They also transmit a copy of the By-
laws for approval,

They respectfully ask that the brethren may be constituted
and chartered a regular Chapter, under the name of Lawrence
Chapter of Rose Croix, Worcester, Massachusetts, with all the
rights and privileges thereto appertaining.

Thomas E. St. John, 32°, M.:. W.'. and P.'. Master,

Henry Goddard, 32°, . . M.. E.". and P... K.". 8.". Warden,
Robert H. Chamberlain, 32°. . M... E.". and P.". K.". J.*. Warden,
Emery Wilson, 32°, . M...E.'. and P.". K.". G.". O.",,
Timothy W. Wellington, 32°, . R... and P.". K.'. Treasurer,
George E. Boyden, 32°, . R.". and P.'. K.". Secretary,
Henry E. Knapp, 32°, R... and P.". K.". H.",,

John Dean, 32°, . . . R... and P.". K.,, M.". of C.-,,
William H, Blakslee, 32°, R..and P... K.",, C.. of G.".

The balance of the original petitioners is as follows :

William Smith, 33°, Porter Davis, 32°,
Samuel T. Bigelow, 32°, Albert Walbridge, 32°,
Henry C. Willson, 32°, Nathan H. Sears, 32°,

Charles B. Whiting, 32°, Sewall H. Bowker, 32°,
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Daniel Seagrave, 32°, Simeon B. Marsh, 32°,
Justin E. Wood, 32°, Jonas Heald, Jr., 32°,
Simeon Thompson, 32°, David Scott, 32°,

Lucius W. Pond, 32°, Henry C. Fish, 32°,
Ransom M. Gould, 32°, Joseph B. Knox, 32°,

J. Paul Weixler, Jr., 32°, Alfred F. Hewett, 32°,
John W. Jordan, 32°, Calvin E. Newcomb, 32°,

William S. Goodwin, 32°, deceased Jan. 3, 1870.

The Committee on Business submitted the following report
which, on motion, was accepted, and the resolution was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS.

BosToN, May 6, 1870.
To the Council of Deliberation:

Your Committee instructed to nominate suitable candidates
for officers of the Council, heartily recommend the following Ill-
ustrious Brethren as candidates : —

For 1st Lieut. Commander, Ill.". Charles Levi Woodbury, 33°,
“ 2d Lieut. Commander, I1l.. Albion K. P. Welch, 33°,
“ Minister of State and Gr.". Orator, Ill.". Wm. Parkham, 33°,
“ Grand Chancellor, Ill.". Benjamin Pope, 33°,
“ Gr... Engineer and Architect, Ill.-. Edward Stearns, 33°,
“ Gr.". Hospitaler, 11L.*. William F. Salmon, 33°, :
“ Gr.". Master of Ceremonies, Ill.". Charles A. B. Shepard, 32°
“ Gr.’. Standard Bearer, Ill.". Henry C. Willson, 32°,
“ Gr.". Captain of the Guard, IlL.". James H. Freeland, 33°,
“ Grand Sentinel, Ill.". Eben F. Gay, 32°,

Your Committee perceive great propriety in the remarks of
the Illustrious Deputy on the subject of the election and quali-
fication of officers of the subordinate bodies, and of their hearty
support in their official duties by the brethren, and take great
pleasure in endorsing his views.

They recommend the adoption of the following resolution:
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Resolved : That, as representatives of the several bodies of
the District of Massachusetts, we declare it to be for the best
interests of the Rite, not only to hold all of the elections at the
constitutional times, but to conduct all the proceedings of the
bodies strictly in accordance with the well-known usages of Ma-
sonry ; and, to this end, we pledge our best efforts.

Respectfully submitted,

WiLLiam F. SaLmon, 33°,
ALBioN K. P. WELCH, 33°
Danier W. LAWRENCE, 33°, on
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 32°,
James H. FREELAND, 33°,

Committee

Business.

The Ill.". Deputy stated that it is highly important the Council
should havye, as a proper officer to conduct its religious services,
one whose holy profession itis “to point to heaven and lead the
way,” and appointed as Grand Prior, Ill.". and Rev. Charles H.
Titus, 33°

On motion of Ill.’. Charles C. Southard, 32°, the Council pro-
ceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing Masonic year.
The IlL.-. Deputy appointed as Tellers, Ill.". Charles C. South-
ard, 33° Ill.", Henry W. Pitman, 32°, and Ill.. Alfred F. Chap-
man, 32°.  On counting the ballots the following Ill.*. Brethren
were declared elected; and they together with the appointed
officers were duly installed :

I

o
—

.*» Charles Levi Woodbury, 33°, First Lieut. Commander.

* Albion K. P. Welch, 33°, Second Lieut. Commander.
William Parkman, 33°, Minister of State and Gr.. Orator.
Benjamin Pope, 33°, Grand Chancellor.

Edward Stearns, 33°, Gr.". Engineer and Architect.

“ William F. Salmon, 33°, Gr.". Hospitaler. ‘

“ Charles A. B. Shepard, 32°, Gr.". Master of Ceremonies.
“ Henry C. Willson, 32° Gr.-. Standard Bearer.

“ James H. Freeland, 33°, Gr... Captain of the Guard.

“ Eben F. Gay, 32°, Gr.'. Sentinel.

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters presented the
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following report, which was, on motion, received and its recom-
mendations were adopted :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISPENSATIONS AND OHARTERS.

CORINTHIAN HaLL, BosTON, May 8, 1870.
To the Illustrious Council of Deliberation of Massachusetts :

The Committee to whom was referred the several petitions of
the Officers and Brethren, to whom were granted Dispensations
to work as a Chapter of Rose Croix and a Council of Princes
of Jerusalem in the city of Worcester, praying that Charters,
may be granted to them severally, have examined the By-Laws
submitted by said bodies respectively as bases of their organiza-
tion, and having fully considered their respective petitions, ad-
vise that this Couucil recommend to the Supreme Council the
granting of the prayer of the several petitions and the approval
of the By-Laws submitted by them respectively.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

NeweLL A. THOMPSON, 33°, | Committee on
SorLoN THORNTON, 33°, Dispensations
GEeorGE E. BovDEN, 32°, and Charters.

The Committee on Ritualistic Matters offered the following
report, which was, on motion, accepted and their recommenda-
tions were adopted :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RITUALISTIC MATTERS.

BosTON, May 6, 1870.
To the Council of Deliberation for the District of Massachusetts:

The Committee, to whom was referred so much of the address
of the Ill.-. Deputy as relates to the furniture, paraphernalia,
seals and charters of subordinate bodies, and regalia of this
Council, having attended to their duty, report that the recom-
mendation of the 11l.-. Deputy in relation to the proper furniture,
etc., for conferring degrees in the several Bodies seems emin-
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ently proper, and we advise the endorsement of the Council.
We also advise the adoption of so much of the address as re-
lates to seals, and we trust every subordinate body will promptly
furnish themselves in accordance therewith.

In the matter of charters, we recommend that all be kept in
metallic cases free from acid, as suggested by the Ill.*. Deputy ;
and we furthermore recommend that each subordinate body fur-
nish the Ill.'. Deputy with a copy of its Charter, to be kept in
the archives of the Supreme Council, and that said copies be
furnished, if possible, before the 3oth of the present month.

The regalia of this council not being fully determined, and as
we have done so well without any for the past two years, your
Committee, not knowing the condition of the Treasury, recom-
mend that no action be taken at this session.

Respectfully submitted,

WiLLiaM F. SALMON, 33°,
CHARLES W. MOORE, 33°,
BenjAMIN POPE, 33°, Ritualistic
CHARLES E. POWERs, 32°, Malters.
CHARLES A. B. SHEPARD, 32°,

Commitiee on

On motion of Ill.*. Zephaniah H. Thomas, Jr., it was voted, that
the subject of regalia for this Council be recommitted to the Com -
mittee on Ritualistic Matters with instructions to prepare designs
for suitable badges for the officers of this Council, and if in their
opinion it be deemed expedient, and the Treasury will warrant
the expenditure, to procure the badges.

The Committee on Finance made the following report, which
was accepted, and the recommendations and resolution offered
by them were adopted :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANOE.

MasoNic TEMPLE, May 6, 1870.
To the Massachusetts Council of Deliberation :

Your Committee find the expenses of this Council for the
present scssion to consist of a bill of $4.25 for printing the noti-
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fications, and a bill of $2.77 for postage paid on the same, which
they have duly audited for payment.

Your Committee recommend that for the support of the Coun-
cil the sum or $150 per annum be raised from the subordinate
Bodies in the way of dues, to be paid in such manner as the
Council shall determine.

They also advise the passage of the following resolution :

Resolved, That the thanks of the Council of Deliberation be
tendered to the Directors of the M.'. W... Grand Lodge for the
privilege of using the Hall gratuitously this afternoon.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JoHN McCLELLAN, 33°, Committee
GrORGE O. CARPENTER, 32°, on
HENRY P. PERKINS, 32° Finance.

The Committee on Regulations presented the following re-
port, which was, on motion, accepted, and the recommendation
of the Committee proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the Supreme Council was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REQULATIONS.

CORINTHIAN HALL, BosTON, May 6, 1870,
To the Ill.*. Commander-in-Chief and Members of the Council of Deliber-
ation for the District of Massachusetts:

ILLUSTRIOUS BRETHREN,—Your Committee on Rules of Order
recommend the adoption of the following

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 1.

This Grand Council shall be known and distinguished as “Z%e
Massachusetts Council of Deliberation of the Ancient Accepted Scot-
lish Rite.
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ARTICLE II.

This Council of Deliberation shall be composed of its officers ;
those who have received the 33d degree, residing in Massachu-
setts ; the Past Commanders-in-Chief of Consistories ; the first
three officers of the Consistories and Chapters, and the first four
officers of the Councils of Princes of Jerusalem and Lodges of
Perfection, or their proxies duly appointed.

ARTICLE III.

The officers of the Massachusetts Council shall be styled and
take rank as follows:

. The Ill.. Commander-in-Chief.

-

2. “ % Deputy Grand Commander.

3. “ ¢ First Lieut.-Commander.

4. “ “ Second Lieut.-Commander.

§. “ ¢ Minister of State and Grand Orator.
6. ¢ ¢ Grand Prior.

7. ¢« “  Chancellor.

8, « o« ¢ Treasurer.

9. “ « “  Secretary.
10, “ “  Engineer and Architect.
| 3 SR “  Hospitaler.
12, 4 ¢ “  Master of Ceremonies.

13. ¢« “  Standard-Bearer.
4. ¢« “  Captain of the Guard.
15. ¢« “  Sentinel.

ARTICLE 1V,

No Brother shall be eligible to an office in the Grand Council
except he be a permanent member thereof, or a member of a
subordinate Consistory under this jurisdiction.

ARTICLE V.

The Deputy of the Supreme Council shall preside over this
Council of Deliberation as its Commander-in-Chief, and he shall
appoint a Deputy Grand Commander to act as Commander-in-
Chief in his absence, who in his presence in the Grand Council
shall sit upon his left.
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ARTICLE VI.

All of the Officers not designated by the Constitutions of the
Supreme Council for election shall be appointed by the Il
Commander-in-Chief.

ARTICLE VII.,

The communications of the Grand Council shall be held on
the requisition of the Ill,. Commander-in-Chief, or in his absence
on the requisition of the Deputy Grand Commander.

ARTICLE VIII.

No visitor shall be admitted during the session of the Grand
Council, except by permission of the Ill.. Commander-in-Chief.

ARTICLE IX.

Each Consistory and Chapter shall be entitled to three votes,
and each Council and Lodge to four votes, if represented by
one or more of its officers, or by proxy.

ARTICLE X,

The revenue of this Grand Council shall be derived from the
following sources: The various Bodies shall pay into its treas-
ury the sum of five dollars each annually, and for every initiate
one dollar, which dues shall be transmitted to the Deputy with
the annual returns for the Supreme Council.

ARTICLE XI,

The minimum rate for conferring the degrees of the Ancient
Accepted Scottish Rite in Massachusetts shall be :

In a Consistory, . . . . . . . $30.00
¢ Chapter of Rose Croix, . . . . . . 20.00
¢ Council of Princes of Jerusalem, . . . . 15.00
¢ Lodge of Perfection, . . . . . . 20.00

ARTICLE XII.

This Constitution may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of
the members present at any communication.
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Your Committee advise the Grand Council to suggest to the
Supreme Council the amendment of the 25th Article of its Con-
stitution as follows :

So that the first paragraph shall read, “ Shall summon the
first three Officers of the Consistories and the Chapters of Rose
Croix ; the first four Officers of the Councils of Princes of Jeru-
salem and the Lodges of Perfection ; the Past Commanders-in-
Chief of Consistories; and those who,” etc.

And the second paragraph shall read, *“ He may appoint as
Deputy Grand Commander any Brother who has received the
33d degree to act as Commander- in-Chief in his absence, (6) a
Grand Prior, (8) a Grand Treasurer, (9) a Grand Secretary, (12)
a Grand Master of Ceremonies, and (15) a Grand Sentinel ;
and may cause to be chosen by the Council other officers to
assist in its labors, who shall hold office during his pleasure and
be members of the Council, and whose rank and titles shall
be—

3. The Ill.". First Lieut. Commander.

4 “ “ Second Lieut. Commander.

§. “ “ Minister of State and Grand Orator.
7. % % Grand Chancellor.

10. % ¢ “  Engineer and Architect.
5 P “  Hospitaler.

13. 4« “  Standard Bearer.

14, ¢« “  Captain of the Guard.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

James A. Fox, 32°,
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 33°
ZepHaN1aH H. THoMas, Jr., 33°, on
Joun L. STEVENSON, 32°
James M. PORTER, 32°,

Commilttee

Regulations.

The Articles of the Constitution submitted by the Committee
on Regulations were taken up separately, and after discussion
were unanimously adopted.

The Committee on the condition of the Rite submitted the
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following report, which, on motion, was accepted and its recom-
mendations and the resolutions reported were adopted :

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THECONDITION OF THE RITE.

MasonNic TEMPLE, BosToN, May 6, 187C.
To the Council of Deliberation for the.District of Massachusetts:

The Committee appointed on the state of the Rite have con-
sidered the subject committed to them and report that it ap-
pears to them eminently desirable that the number of Bodies of
the Rite in Boston should be reduced. The alterations in the
Constitution removing all limits from the number of members
of a Body facilitates such a change. We are informed that
measures have been taken, which will probably result in the
union of the two Councils of Princes of Jerusalem ; and that
there will remain two I.odges of Perfection and two Chapters
of Rose Croix in Boston.

There has been some progress made towards effecting the
union of the three Consistories of this State into one Body.
Committees of these Bodies have conferred and approximated
towards each other, but obstacles of a nature of which your
Committee are not fully informed still prevent the completion
of an agreement. It appears quite desirable that there should
be one Consistory only in the State, and that a union of the
three now in existence should be made immediately. This
union may be accomplished by obtaining a new Charter and
the surrender of the three present ones, or it may be accom-
plished by two of the Bodies surrendering their Charters and
all the members consolidating under one Charter. The first
mode is not convenient ; the second mode is eminently practical,
but questions of feelings rather than of principle intrude them-
selves, which, however, can be readily solved by a reference of
the points in dispute to some arbiter who is impartial.

Your Committee would advise that there be appointed a Com-
mittee of three from each Consistory, who shall meet together
and select three arbiters of the rank of Princes of the Sub-
lime Secret, who may reside in or out of this District; and
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after the arbiters are so appointed, the Committee shall pro-
ceed to effect a plan of union, and in case they disagree, shall
refer all points of disagreement to the arbiters, who shall decide
the terms of the consolidation on the subject where the dis-
agreement has arisen.

No experienced member of our Rite can entertain a doubt
that the strength of our organization will gain by the change
recommended. It is true that it may require some personal
sacrifices on the part of a few of our Worthy Brethren, but they
who have so often made more important sacrificés for the bene-
fit of the Rite will readily agree to this, when they reflect that
their influence and judgment will have a more extended sphere
of action than before, in arresting those tendencies towards a
too liberal extension of the benefits of initiation to those whose
trials and probation have not been sufficiently prolonged before
their advancement, and in bringing the standard of individual
character of the aspirants up to the high mark which is the safe
and worthy level where all good Masonry should be found.
Your Committee report the following resolutions on the sub-
ject :

Resolved, That it is for the best interests of Freemasonry that
the Boston Bodies of similar grades should be consolidated,
and that prompt and decided action should be taken to achieve
a strong aud harmonious union of the several Bodies, thereby
placing the A.'. A.". Rite in this State on a firmer and more last-
ing foundation.

Resolved, That the Council of Deliberation, perceiving and
realizing the many advantages which will accrue to the A... A.-.
Rite and the more perfect unity of sentiment and feeling and the
greater interest in its prosperity which will result, from the union
of the Boston Bodies, earnestly recommend that the presiding
officers of the several Bodies, at an early date, call a duly notified
meeting of their respective Bodies and lay before them for their
immediate consideration the subject of union, with a view to the
appointment by each Body of a committee of three with full
powers to plan and perfect the necessary arrangements for the
union.

Resolved, That it is expedient for the Bodies of the same
grade to unite without awaiting the union of the Bodies of any
other grade.
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Resolved, That the Council of Deliberation recommend the
removal of the Bodies meeting at Nassau Hall to the Masonic
Temple as an important step towards consolidation.

Resolved, That among the terms of union should be the agree-
ments that each Body shall pay its own liabilities, if it has any;
that all the members of the Body surrendering its charter shall
be admitted into the surviving Body without fees ; that the hon-
orary members and past officers shall retain their present posi-
tion, rank, title and honors ; that the regalia, paraphernalia and
properties of the Bodies shall become the property of the sur-
viving Body; that immediately after the union, the officers of
the surviving Body shall resign and new officers shall be elected
in conformity to a list previously agreed upon by the joint com-
mittee of conference.

Resolved, That it is essential to the prosperity of the A.". A.".
Rite that there should be but one Consistory in the State, and
the Council of Deliberation heartily recommend the union of
the De Witt Clinton and Boston Consistories, with the Massa-
chusetts Consistory of Lowell, its charter being the oldest and
its name peculiarly appropriate for designating the sole Consis-
tory of the State, and that the Massachusetts Consistory be im-
mediately removed to Boston.

Your Committee highly approve the remarks of the Il
Deputy upon the subject of the affiliation of members and the
reduction of the fee for membership. It is desirable that all
those who have received degrees should be affiliated with
the various bodies of the Rite in such wise as to be known to
the brethren and to be within the call of the officers of the Rite
whenever the emergencies of its government or its affairs shall
render it necessary. The good order and discipline of the Rite
must gain greatly by such arrangements, and the prosperity and
fraternity of the brethren will be in like degree promoted. The
Supreme Council warmly desires this, and has repealed the con-
stitutional restriction