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THE

Spiritual Magazine.

JANUARY, 1868.

“«RING OUT THE OLD, RING IN THE NEW.”

So sings our noble Tennyson, apostrophising the midnight bells
that toll out the dying, ring in the advent of the new-born, Year.
As we listen to their wild music, borne to the wild sky, they recall
the history of the wild, stormy, changeful Old Year dying in the
night, whose life is even now fast eb%ing as we write these lines ;
and as we again listen with attent ear our spirits drink in the re~
joicing music which speaks of hope and promise with the Coming

ear. For this Old Year has %een specially busy, beyond its

redecessors, in ringing out the changes of &‘ime and Bestiny.
En Political Government we have seen it

Ring out the old, ring in the new ;

Sounding the note of passage from the Past, to what we trust
will prove the better %uture ;—=a Future in which the young
shall be educated, and the aged cared for; in which the poor
shall not need to beg for bread, nor the erring to lead a hopcless
life of shame, nor tie criminal to be swung from the galFows;
—a Future that shall
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
ith sweeter manners, purer laws,

and a higher Christian civilization,

This Old Year, too, has been ringing the Church bells:—
they have indeed pealed but little with the sweet music for
which they were cast—the gentle notes of ¢ Peace on Earth,
Goodwill to Men;” on the contrary, they have been harsh
and jangled and out of tune; telling of sectarian bitterness and
party strife; sounding the alarm of danger—but in reality o€

N.8.—IIIL N
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danger only to withered trees of barren formula, bearing neither
fruit nor leaves, cumbering the ground,—and to vested interests
in the perpetuation of mental slavery and conventional pre-
tence. The Church bells have rung out their summons to
Bishops to assemble from all the ends of the earth, as if to shew
by an example of utter impotence how effete are Ecclesiastical
Sg'nods, how incompetent to deal with, or even to apprehend,
the life and thought and movement of the age. -

And what mean those notes the midnight bells ring out—
which sound faint and feeble indeed, but gathering in volume
and in power as they say—* Free Christian Union ;7 ¢ New
Catholic Church?” Ahl is not that what we need—Union
more free and Christian ;—Churches more Catholic? The
attempts at their rcalization may at present be abortive, but
however crude in themselves, they indicate the growing con-
viction that the wine of the New Age needs other ieeping than
the old bottles of Ecclesiasticism. Christendom however, while
it sadly nceds deliverance from the bondage and spirituai dead-
ness of systems and sects; wants no New Christless Church—
Church only in name—in pursuit of a futile Catholicity emptying
itself of all distinctive truth,—a new sect with a genesis of
yesterday ; but while holding to its rich inheritance of Christian
thought and pious memorics, and claiming freedom from all
shackles that would fetter the conscience or the intellect, it
needs a new outpouring of the Divine Spirit; the Christ-spirit
—Christ within, ruling the heart, outworking in the life, regnant
in all the institutions of Society. It needs in fuller measure the
new and higher—the divinely spiritual life,—the life of Love and
Reverence and Trust; for there can be no outgrowth where there
is no life, and the character of the outward growth will be in close
correspondence to the character of the inward life. If the Christ-
spirit—the spirit of self-sacrifice and disinterested love is born
in us it must as surely outwork itself in forms and institutions, in
individual and social action, as the tree developes leaves and
fruit corresponding to the seed from which it springs. Dig and
water the soil as you may unless the seed is first planted you
will gather no fruit; you may as well grind the air.

ut how can we look for even the beginning of a higher
:Eiritua.l life, while men, as far as it is possible to them, close up
e channels through which the Divine life flows into the soul ;
living a mercly external life, denying all present inspiration and
communion, and even affirming it to be impossible ;—shutting
out God and the Spirit-world from view—denying their existence,
or acknowledging them only with lip-confession which springs
not from the heart ? We confess that observation and experience
do not warrant us to hope much from merely verbal argument
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and metaphysical discussion. However useful these may be in
carrying the mind forward from some ground of existing
conviction, they can do little in displacing primary convictions
and implanting new ones. Where the only outlook is from
sensuous perception, and the mind rests in phenomena alone,
it is vain to appeal to considerations which, however strongly
they may affect ourselves, bear with no force upon those whose
principles and methods alike are fundamentally different from
our own.

It is here that Modern Spiritualism renders an important
service. It meets the Materialist on his own ground. He
clamours for facts which his senses can take note of. Spirit-
ualism meets, that demand in the most simple and direct way.
It gives him the very kind of evidence he needs—plain, pa.lpab{e
facts, and plenty of them. Not facts of history merely, but
contemporary facts, which he may see, hear, and feel, and to
which, or the like of which, he may recur again and again. Of
the sufficiency of this method for the end in view and its
superior efficacy there can be no question with those, who, from
a knowledge of its results, are competent to judge. 1t has
demonstrated itself. Its statistics Xmaking all allowance and
abatement for possible error) are conclusive on this point Itis on
this ground then, that we ask our readers—many of whom must
now i:z familiar with the facts and arguments we are accustomed
to present—to bear with us in our persistent efforts to press
them upon public attention, for the sake of those who may still
need them. We shall be glad when the more general acceptance
of their truth shall render their reiteration by us no longer
necessary or desirable; and when we, or better qualified suc-
cessors, shall be more free to trace out the higher teachings and
philusophy of Spiritualism, which, (as it seems to us) in their
ultimate aim, embrace no less than the entire renovation of the
individual and collective life of humanity, and their fit preparation
for that immortal life of the Spirit, which the facts of Spiritualism
8o fully demonstrate.

With the New Year we trust our Friends will with new
earnestness aid us in our work, and so help to extend a know-
ledge of those truths to which our pages are devoted. It is
becoming evident to all thinking men that education is the great
work, as it is the great hope, of the future. But education is of
many kinds, and works by many methkods. Our work we
belicve to be educational in a most important sensc; for we
seek to draw out into consciousness, to exercise and strengthen,
man’s highest nature,—to elevate his character and his aspira-
tions, and enable him to realize that Earth is the Seminary fox

Heaven. So, in sincere fellowship with all carncet co-workers,
! 9
N
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we would labour for that “good time coming ’—the World’s
Harpy NEw YEAR whose glad bells shall

Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold ;
Ring out the thousand wars of old;

Ring in the thousand years of peace.

Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land;

Ring in the Christ that is to be.

”

NEW WORKS BY THOMAS LAKE HARRIS.

1.— The Breath of God with Man: An Essay on the Grounds and Evidences
of Universal Religion. By TuoMas LAKE HARris, New York and
London, pp. 104.

2.—Arcana of Christianity : An Unfolding of the Celestial Sense of the
Divine Word, through THOMAS LAKE HARRIS. Part Ill. “ The
Apocalypse,” Vol. i. pp. 487. New York and London.

Mgr. Hagris has made a long visit to England apparently for
the sole purpose of dictating and printing these new volumes.
‘We suppose this to have been his sole object, as this appears to
have been the sole result. Mr. Harris isolated himserf{) or hid
himself carefully from all, or nearly all, of those friends who
on his former visit received him with open hands and hearts, and
exerted themselves to insure success to his mission which then
was to lecture publicly on the great topic of Spiritualism, or at
least, on his peculiar view of it. As in these vorumes Mr. Harris
takes every possible opportunity of treating Spiritualism and its
phenomena as emanations from the hells, we suppose he regarded
contact with his former friends who still adhere to their more
charitable, more general, and more logical views of this power,
as the height of contamination. Supposing this to be the fact,
we cannot sufficiently marvel at the inconsistencies of the man.
If Spiritualism be the diabolical system which Mr. Harris now
proclaims it, it is at the same time a system and dispensation
through which he himself has passed from beginning to end, and
by which he has arrived at the ground, whatever it be, on which
he now stands. From it he has drawn his experiences, his
lights, his strength and his reputation. But whilst kicking down
the ladder by which he rose, he expresses no regrets, remorse or
repentance for having ascended so criminal a machine, nor
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attempts to explain the many mischiefs that he has done. All
his earlier works were avowedly dictated to him by individual
spirits assuming great names in the literature of this world.
lgis great poems, the * Lyric of the Golden Age,” and “ Lyric
of the Morning Land,” were according to his own statement,
_ dictated by the spirits of Byron, Shelley, Keats, Pollok, &c.
Now, every one of these spirits, according to Mr. Harris's pre-
sent belief, and indeed, a belief which he held when he visited
and lectured in London, in 1861, are devils and impudent
_impostors. But has he, therefore, on making this discovery, in
any way denounced these impositions and devilish dictations of
which he had been made the unconscious medium ? Has he done
all in his power to put a stop to the circulation of these devil-
inspired books ? Has he burnt those in his own possession? On
the contrary, he suffers them most complacently to go on, and
himself as complacently to reap the benefit of their sale. At
the very time that in his lectures at the Marylebone Institute he
was denouncing all dictations by individual spirits, as emanations
from the hells, he had these very books daily exposed at the
door of the lecture-roomn that he might sell as many as possible
to the attendants of his lectures, and thus to spread as far as
ossible the knowledge of them. Still more, before this time,
e had made himself the willing mouthpiece of Satan, and at
his dictation wrote down and published a set of the most dia-
bolical effusions, which, collected into a volume, he entitled
¢ The Song of Satan,” but more properly the ¢ Songs of Satan,”
of which a second edition appeared in 1860, the year preceding
Mr. Harris’s visit to England, In no work that has come
under our observation is the practice of every sensuality and
every blasphemy inculcated with more satanic recklessness than
in this volume. Many of the songs arc worsc than any Rochester
ever wrote in their dcbased principle and hellward tendency,
Take a stanza:—

The juggler has his tricks, they say,
Wgtlgg ha, ha! and a ha, ho}; v
The village priest can’t always pray,
The maiden has many a string to her bow,
Life is a game, and the merriest plan
1s to dance while you may, and to kiss while you can,

Take a few more stanzas :—

Now curses on the Man divine,

‘With a ha, ho! follow me down;
For curses are the lainps that shine

To light us through the devil’s town.

There are who say that spirits win

Through death a milk-white angel’s crown;
'Tis thus we lead the souls who 8in

To serve us in the devil's town.
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Then dance by night, and dance by day,
With a ho, ho! follow me down;
For wine and women lead the way
Men travel to the devil’s town.

Fill up the cup with sherris sack,

Fear not the monk with shaven crown ;
None ever care to wander back,

Who once have found the devil’s town.

Mr. Harris tells us that he condescended to be the devil’s
amanuensis in order to shew us what a devil he is. Did any one
need any such instruction? Don’t we know pretty well by all
the murders, wholesale and retail, by all the violences and
oppressions, the frauds and rascalities, the hypocrisies, and the
nastinesses that riot through the earth, and through what we
call civilized society, what are the doctrines and the doings of
the hells? Yet Mr. Harris, with all this pandemonial demon-
stration in the world, willingly took up the devil’s censer, and
scattered abroad a fresh outpouring of blasphemy and moral
defilement, at the very time that he was branding all conscien-
tious and pure-minded Spiritualists as dealers with the devil!
What a fine example of the privileges of saints, as Hudibras
had set them forth long ago:—

The saints may do the same things by
The spirit in sincerity,

‘Which other men are tempted to,
And at the devil's instance do:

And yet the actions be contrary,

Just as the saints and sinners vary !
For as on land there is no beast,

But in some fish at sea’s expressed ;
8o in the wicked there’s no vice,

Of which the saints have not a spice;

And yet that thing that's pious in,
The one, in t’other is a sin.

But thelinconsiste‘?cies ]:)f Mr. Harris do (rllot end here. In
the 4 se, p. 396, he gives us this description of the
moral];o:gyszz)cialp condition gof England :— Agle; after age,
the guiltiness of the people has been absorbed as a poison,
till the elements reek, and the earth is tainted thereby. Over
well nigh extinct feudalism, all victorious Mammonism, in this
last age, erects its throne. It is a social hell. Every man who
sins through the body, infuses, through hodily sin, bodily poison
into the body of nature. What then must the body of this
terrestrial England be? It is this all-pervading elemental
taint that benumbs the rational faculties, and that makes even
the just connivers at the iniquities of the unjust, till Christians
take pleasure in the trium}%s of aggressive war, and benches
of bishops uphold slavery and the slave trade; that makes this
nation esteem itself the best and purest on the globe; that
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causes it to sit in lordly places, the Pharisee of peoples. It is
rich and increased in goods ; it enlarges its storc-houses; it is
the fool that saith in his heart ¢ there is no God.’ But the
crimes that are buried in its soil are coming forth to take
possession of its body ; the judgment of this nation is at hand.

“ This is the land of common-sense; the hard, shrewd,
practical, bargaining, moncy-getting, power-holding country,
that has undertaken to be the merc}mnt, the manufacturer,
and middleman for all the globe; the land of the heavy purse
and the strong arm. Well has it thriven upon its trafgc in
human flesh. Men dimly discern in this hour the sins of their
fathers. We now see what accursed wretches were the Cru-
saders, who met Mussulman cruelty with a worse cruelty and
wickeder lust. We sce what thrice-besotted tools of despotism
were the old Tory priesthood, who grovelled for preferment at
the feet of king's mistresses, and held that cvery crowned
oppressor was the Lord’s anointed, who grew fat from the
spoils of rapine and butchery, till the oppressed were maddened
with scepticism, and no God was bclieves in but that false god
who helps the strong against the weak. There is a judgment
in this world. The enlightened conscience now re-hcars, and
sets aside the decisions of the past. Rightcousncss, that always
was a sentiment, is fast becoming a science. The thunders of
the four Gospels are loosening their voices. Lips, crushed into
dumbness for generations, and trodden into dust, are faintly
heard! and lo, all around us, it is the cry of our brother’s blood
that goeth up from the ground. The invisible Ilades has
broken loose, and like a subterranean torrent, men hear the
hollow voices of the under world. Mecn stand upon an earth
that is crumbling, and beneath a firmament that is being cleft
asunder, by the swift down-rushing of the final breath of fire.

“ Sodom and Gomorrah would have repented before that
preaching of Divine Love which proved ineffectual in Capernaum
and Jerusalem ; in other words, the nations grow harder as the
grow older, and the world grows old about them. The truth th
would reclaim an African and transfigure a Japanese, provok:
in stiffened, antiquated lands, like this, the eneer of derision :
the cold smile of incredulity. In fine, we have marched in

rogress of civilization, and by the outgr ~ .f nation:
?rom nationality, to the Spiritual West, a- n of the
of bone, to the edge of the Material Wes: nown v
‘We have graded and terraced the preci| untain-
and planted our gardens, and built our « thereo:
they overhang the pit. For this land in ire thax,
onc of two things possible; utter abn- . of f

abjuration of vices, utter casting out of Atk
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of Divine life in all things,—or the last days and the last
experiences of an old man grown grey in evil, para.lﬁ'sis, and
imEecility, and idiocy, and death, and judgment and hell !”’

There is, no doubt, great truth in these statements, but in

roportion to the truth is our amazement at the proceedings of
Elr. Harris. In the second chapter of this same volume he
points out the evil effects of spirituallry- Hened men being
surrounded by anti-spiritual and diabolical influences. The last
place, therefore, where you would suppose that Mr. Harris
would think of going to, would be to a country like England,
thus saturated and reeking with such influences. Yet it is into
this very tainted and bedevilled land—into this old haunted
house of the nations, as he terms it—that he directly rushes to
dictate and print his new spiritual volumes! Whilst all
America, “the Spiritual West” as he terms it, is open to him,
with all its vast solitudes and airy mountains, whilst he is in
such a sensitive and contagious condition that he cannot see the
face of a single English friend, touch the hand of the most
spiritually-minded, but shuts himself up a second St. John in a

atmos of self-isolation, for the Earturition of a new Apocalypse—
he steers his eccentric course right into the heart of the land which
swarms with demons more densely packed than those which
Luther anticipated on the tiles of Wurms ; into this ¢ social hell,”
as he knows and pronounces it, festering with the crimes of ages,
fetid with the breath of Mammon bishops, * of bloated Plutocrats,”
and murderous and adulterous kings. If we find in the volumes
thus produced to the light, doctrines and revelations bearing the
marks of wild inspirations and of imposing spirits, we shall not
greatly wonder thereat. Our present purpose is to notice the
two psycho-theologic volumes whose titles head this article ; his
new poem, “The Great Republic: A Poem of the Sun,” will
require a separate analysis.

To understand the character and drift of these volumes, we
must first understand the pretensions of the writer. Thomas
Harris does not come before us as a simple, uninspired writer,

iving us a careful and earnest statement of his views of
Eeology; but as a seer, a prophet, and an authorized and
commissioned revealer of the arcana of heaven. He takes not
a position on the same plane as Swedenborg, nor of St. John
the seer of the Apocalypse nor of the Apostles in general, but on
a far higher elevation. He treads in the stcps of Swedenborg
so far as to assume the same office of interpreting the inner
meaning of the Scriptures ; but he ascends avowedly far above
Sweden%)org, and opens up to us mysteries to which, he says,
neither Swedenborg, nor any other man, has yet been admitted.
Let us hear his own announcement. These are the words with
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which his Apocalypse opens:—* The Apostle John did not
possess the gift of'/%;)ened respiration, neither did any of the
Apostles.” But Thomas Harris possesses it ; and the whole of
these two volumes is occupied with his assertion of this superior
condition, and with the mysteries into which it has introduced
him. “There were twelve methods of respiration peculiar to
the inhabitants of the earths and suns of the universe, before the
ancient harmony was invaded. These were respectively as
follows :—F'irst, respiration from internals to externals, through.
the Celestial Heaven ; Second, through the Spiritual Heaven ;
Third, through the Ultimate Heaven ; Fourth, Slrou h the Ulti-
mate Earth of Spirits ; Fifth, through the series of World-souls ;
Sixth, through tEc life-world of eacE Heaven; Seventh, through
the love-world of each Heaven; Eighth, through the form-world of
each Heaven ; Ninth, through the essence-world of each Heaven ;
Tenth, through the harmony-world of each Heaven ; Eleventh,
through the most intimate access of the Divine Spirit through the
inmost degree of the Will ; Twelfth, through the full and plenary
possession of the Man by the Divine Spirit.” Apocalypse, p. 25.
The Apostles had none of these; but Thomas %arris has
them all; and through them, as he tells us, enters all spiritual
regions, damned or divine; converses with all angels, devils, fays
or fairies, aromal spirits and others; and possessing and possessed
by the Divine Spirit itself, comprehends all mysteries, and reveals
just as many as becomes a prophet and saint of such beatific and
sublime proportions, and as may keep simple, anserine souls
gaping for a glimpse of more. “ Patmos,” he tells us, “ signifies
lsoration and reflection. The man who desires to become
celestial-natural, that is, to breathe by inflax from the Lord,
through the Celestial Heaven, must be isolated from all ties, which
have their origin and action in the principle of self-love. To
him there must be literally no country, since he must esteem all
men, of whatever race, as with an equal nearness, brethren and
friends. To him also, there must be no kindred in the principle
of self-love. e must place the children of his own loins at .
equal remove from himself, with the children called from oth
acting and doing towards them as the Lord’s agent of ?
faction, guided by Him. Coming out of all personal and
ﬁc‘cmdshaps in the same manner, he loves companions;

the Lord loves in and through him, dissociating him " .
them, conjoining himself to them, ministering, or v
minister, solcly by direction from above. The state i

in is then called Patmos.” Yeaz that is Patmos, a: ;
the Patmos which he made of England when he di P
books. But step one step further. ,

¢ There will arise on earth a society called the THEL
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HooD OF THE NEW LIFE, internal respiration being the bond of
union in the soul. In Christian and Pagan nations, both bond
and free, this fraternity will exist. Whoever becomes a brother
of the New Life through the full re-openini of the respirations,
being in preparation to become a living human tabernacle of
Christ, wiﬁ henceforth stand to the Lord, to the angels, to men,
to evil spirits in relations radically different from those of others.”
Apocalypse p. 32. But the mysteries unveiled to the New
Brotherhood, can only in part be communicated to the outsiders,
“ Further arcana on this point should not be written for the
indiscriminate public, they belong to the husbands and wives in
the Brotherhood of the New Life. It is perfectly impossible for
men and women to advance beyond a prefiminary stage without
such knowledges,” p. 234. ¢ 'ghe arcana here are for the most

art of too sacred a character for Publication in a work designed
or general circulation,” p. 235. ¢ Becoming the members of a
solidarity (New Brotherhood) the true education is begun : it is
only through education in solidarity that the Divine Wisdom can
take possession of us,” &c., p. 352.

Lfr. Harris tells us that a new society called the Brother-
hood of the New Life” wtll arise on earth: but every one who
knows anything of the career of Thomas Harris, knows that this
society has been in existence for some years in America, nearly
since the time that he was before in England. That he is the
head of it, and these very volumes bear on their title pages the
name of this society as their publisher, namely, “ New York and
London, Brotherhood of thepNew Life, 1867.”

With these particulars before him the reader cannot be un-
conscious of their bearing, tendency and significance. The
Brotherhood of the New Life is a society exclusively for those
who possess the internal respiration according to Mr. Harris’s
conception of it: Thomas Harris is the head of this association
he is God’s appointed expounder of all divine mysteries, and
these mysteries are not communicable to any one without the
pale of this elect society. In fact, it is a new species of Popery,
of which Thomas Harris is the i’ope. That we do him no in-
justice in this statement, his own repeated declarations in this
4 leae volume testify—* In treating of the celestial sense
of the Apocalypse the task has been easy, so far as the letter has
been concerned, notwithstanding the fact of various readin
and interpretations. I have seen that temple of harmony, the
§lorious mmage of which was let down into the mind of St.

ohn. So far as it has been possible and lawful, I have
described it,” &c., Apocalypse p. 9. To qualify him for this
reat task, he has traversed more continents of heaven, hell and
intermediate regions, as well as planetary and other cosmical
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worlds than his predecessor Swedenborg himself. ¢ I stood
in the Celestial Heaven, in a wheat-field, and observed an
angel,” &c., p. 16. “ I was conducted to the carth, Mars in
spirit,” p. 14. “Isaw one resembling Richard Arkwright in
the world of spirits,” p. 44. “I saw an attributal man of the
first type on the orb of Jupiter,” p.47. “ I saw Alexander
Humboldt with Kepler and Copernicus in one of the provinces of
the Upper Earth of Spirits,” p. 78. * Isaw in the depths of the
Intermediate Hell a mighty man of the eighteenth century,”
p- 87. In the 7th illustration, beginning p. 112, he saw the
spirits of a lot of novelists, and a demon who pretended to have
communicated to Charles Dickens all his works: also those who
claimed the originals of the novels of Fenimore Cooper and Lord
Lytton, all these being, according to them, mere pretenders to
what they had only received from them. ¢ I was translated to
a broad, luminous landscape in the Spiritual Heaven,” p. 122,
% T was in the World of Spirits on a certain occasion,” p. 148.
“ I was at a synod of trans-terrestrial men . . . in the Ultimate
Earth of Spints,” p. 154. On another occasion in the World of
Spirits he met some Swedenborgians, who found things so
different from what their great seer taught them to expect that
one of them exclaimed, ifhere must be some mistake,”’ p. 159,
“ ] met & man in Heli,” .164. “Let down into the lowest
Earths of Spirits, near the Hells, I saw there many men and
women who go down there by night to absorb a virus from the
it,” &ec., p. 166. ¢ Held up between the two world-souls of
gﬂars and our own globe,” the Almighty came to him, and
breathing on him, said, * Receive my spirit with power to be
continued in the Ultimates ;" and he adds, * I then reccived
instructions from Him concerning the means and measures to
be taken to initiate relief for infantile humanity,” p. 167.
Then the Virgin, encompassed by children, came to visit him
and said, ¢ Oh, servant of God, I am sent to visit you. Till
the times of the revealed Apocalypse, such visitations have not
taken place.” Which assertion, by the way, is as much as to
gay that all the accounts of the appearances of the Virgin to sainta
and saintesses in the Catholic Church, are mere lies. He then
rceived that he was in the Celestial heaven; the desert Es
s:r below: and he saw an arche mansion, and oved
door was written in golden fire, “INDUSTRIAL Scno?
THE BroTHERHOOD OF THE NEW LiFe,” &o., &o. ©1'sav
when present through the body of the mrvn-cgwit in thefon-

mineral kingdom of the globe, the unborn b: ~ -f thé 1
Earth,” p. 183. At p. 243, we find him i avenF
ancicnt Israel and ancient Syria, in which latr  enou

he found John Bunyan and Bunysp, - win v
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place: may be imagined, he was attacked by six demons per-
sonating Kosciusko, William Penn, Martin Luther, Sidney,
‘Wilberforce, and Washington. One of them confessed that he
was  infesting the ghost in the world of spirits who was called
¢ Lord Macaulay.’” Again he was in heaven, and heard a
great voice from the east crying, ¢ New bread.” Then he was
conversing with an angel about St. Paul, p. 384, and anon, “ at
a Sabbath of sorcerers in Infernus,” p. 385. After all these
travels and interviews, varying through all classes of spiritual
society from the very highest to the verg lowest, he received a
renewed commission for his great work of establishing the New
Brotherhood on the earth from the Most High, through one
G. W.—George Washington, of course—in these words:—
“ You were sent for because the day of the Lord is at hand,
and it is appointed that you be initiated into the work, which
devolves upon you in the earth, but first rest,” p. 388. We say
a renewed commission, because on other occasions he had told
us that he is the appointed expounder of mysteries. So at
p. 230, ¢ Bear, O sisters, with a brother’s voice, speaking, as an
exponent of Divine Oracles.”

We trust that we have made sufficiently manifest what a
superb commission has been conferred on Thomas Lake Harris,
xb?' no less an authority than the great King of Kings himself,
if we are to accept his own assurances of the fact, and what a
magnificent preparation for it; a free admission to, and most
ample travels through, all the regions of heaven, hell, the middle
states, the interior of this earth, and the worlds of material
space, with all the teachings and revelations of the wisdom of
ages and of the innermost realms of life. No great founder of a
new religion, that we can call to mind, had anything like a tenth
part of so magnificent an education and enrichment with the
arcana of wisdom for that purpose. Even our Saviour was but
trained in the workshop o}) a carpenter, and suffered forty days’
temptation of the devil in the wilderness. Even Mahomet,
with all his visions, makes but a poor figure in comparison with
Thomas Harris in this respect; Joe Smith with his angel and his

Iden tablets, suffers utter eclipse ; and Swedenborg, his typical
orerunner in the same supernatural path, grows dim and
diminishes before him. If all this be true, what a man we
have had amongst us! We feel wholly overcome by the sense
of the awful seer, saint, prophet, and delegate of the Divinity
who has been dwelling amongst us shrouged in the darkness
of a most solemnly sacred sanctuary. No wonder that so august
a personage, who had recently

Trod on shadowy ground, had sunk
Deep, and aloft ascending, breathed in worlds
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To which the heaven of heavens is but a veil.
All strength—all terror, single, or in bands,
That ever was put forth in personal form.
Jehovah, with EiaI tlmndmil and the choir

Of shouting angels, and the empyreal thrones
Had passed them unalarmed, P '

should not condescend to renew an acquaintance with men and
women of ordinary mould.

But may not all, or a great deal of the gorgeous drama thus
evolved betore our eyes, turn out to be very much of a phantas-
magoria; a dream of transcendental glories, and little more?
Mr. William White has shown us most demonstrably that
Swedenborg, when he thought that he was conversing with the
Almighty and his highest angels, was often grossly mistaken.
To a certainty the Divine Spirit whom Swedenborg claimed as
the communicator of his revelations, never told him that the
Quakers were a most vilely sensual and debauched people, and
never pronounced to him the reality of eternal damnation. If
Swedenborg, then, stumbled on these heavenly plains, who shall
assure us that Thomas Harris is any more to be depended on?
For we have only his own word for the grand array of person-

es and things that he has displayed before us. Now giving
;fr. Harris every credit for the most perfect honesty, the most
perfect faith in the reality of the manifestations which he believes
to have been made to him; we think there is a much simpler
and more probable way out of the mystery. Mr. Harris is a
oet, and one of no mean endowments. He possesses a vivid
1magination, a flowery style, a luxuriant fancy, and a tender, and
almost feminine temperament. That he has seen all that he so
authoritatively states we do not for a moment question; but he
has seen them as visions. That he has had them spiritually
communicated, we as little question, but to our mind they were
communicated by the very class of :Piritn which he so much
delights to denounce as the deceivers of séances. To such spirits,
what could be a richer treat than thus filling his imagination with
all the teeming, and often most fantastic creations which thii
volume of the Apocalypse displzs? Every religious e
and projector of new systems firmly imngneo imse
elected instrument of the Divine will. But':~ dese
an one :—
A canly ae torosd & voedlo
For as of vagabonds we my,
That they are ne’er beaide the*
Whate'er men speak by this 1
8till they are sure to be® ' ri.
'Tis a dark lantern dmr

That none seo by, but it
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The portrait is not less striking in another feature :—

This grand inquisitor has chief
Dominion over man's belief

And manners: can pronounce a saint
1dolatrous or ignorant :

When superciliously he sifts

Through coarsest boulter others’ gifts;
For all men live and judge amiss,
Whose talents jump not just with his,

This latter trait is particularly conspicuous in these volumes,
especially wherever Spiritualism and S})iritualists, or even Revi-
valists are mentioned. Thefact is,that Mr. Harris,notwithstanding
his great and excellent theory of the abnegation of self, as the
ground of genuine Christianity, has, undoubtedly, a most eager
ambition of being the projector and head of a new church.
Probably, to some extent he is not aware.of this, but mistakes
the aspiring passion for godly zeal. He has, fxowever, very
well escri%)e his own condition, as it strikes us, as shewing
itself in the opposite sex:—* When ambition has entered into
the heart of one of the female sex, and the thougth to become a
foundress of an ecclesiastical institution, she generally succeeds
in convincing herself that the sources of her impressions are
supernal, or even of* the infinite; but having the sphere of her
sex, which is one of pliant absorptiveness, she teems with con-
ceptions which cannot become fully embodied fantasies, without
the assistance of the masculine element. Hence she seeks dis-
ciples, who shall serve as reservoirs of spiritual magnetic vitality ;
drawing through them an important element of life, and through
the male influx, a subversive order, becoming pregnant with
ideas. When such syrens find access to those who are becoming
spiritual-natural, and can conjoin themselves so as to produce
faith in their pretensions, the slavery which ensues is rigid,
and may be long protracted. The most honest and con-
scientious, who are physically open to an extreme influx from
f‘?reigli bodies, will be very liagle to this form of bondage.”

pocalypse, p. 97.

Apply this to the prophet himself, and to the sort of
American Agapemone, which he has established, and the cor-
respondence 18 striking.

But what of the moral and religious quality of the works
themselves under notice? They abound with great spiritual
truths which will have the ful{ assent of all sound practical
Spiritualists, because they are the truths which Mr. Harris has
learned in the school which he now condemns, and in his progress
through those marvellous and faith-inspiring manifestations which
he now affects to treat as ultra-demoniac. His grand % Deus ex
Mackina” is the doctrine of the inner breathing, and the smaller
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work, © The Breath of God with Man,” may be read with nearly
unalloyed satisfaction,for it is sober and rational, and contains some
passages so true and beautiful that we should have liked to quote
them. The larger work, the Apocalypse,.is a continuance of
Swedenborg’s comments on portions of Scripture. As Sweden-
borg chiefly took in hand Genesis, Harris has undertaken the
Revelations; but this volume of 487 pages, runs riot into so
many regions ot thought, and amongst so many personages, that
it only gets through a portion of that mysterious work. The
spiritual truths in 1t are so thickly overlaid with a chaos of wild
fancies that they become very much lost sight of. Many of the
meanings given to the text appear to have no more connection with
it than if they had been attached to any other words: but then,
we are told that they are an inner and truer meaning, for which,
not having had the same assumed enlightenment i the inner
heaven, we are wholly at the mercy of the expounder for. This
however, is the less to be regretted, as he tells us that there are
no fewer than seven inner meanings to the same texts.

In the course of his revelations Mr. Harris assures us that
the body of Christ when on earth was inhabited by legions of
fairies, or fays. As a child he attracted all races to him through
his breath. These resolved within him, and thus dens«ﬁy
peopled he moved from place to place. 'When he was upon the
cross he broke his own fay body, and dispersed the fay souls
of which it was composed throughout the humanity of the entire
orb, so that we are now all as densely inhabited by fays as
a pigeon-cote with pigeons, the air of a summer evening with
misges, or an ant-hill with ants. “The fays who were in the
seven spheres of the Lord’s natural body followed him up to
heaven, and are now called divine fay-angels. So vast were the
human extenses within the natural body of our Lord, that the
fays who dwelt therein, and who followed him to heaven, were
as the small dust for number. Before the day of Pentecost they
began to return, and were the tongues of fire secn on the.
apostles’ heads.” ~ See 1st illustration from pp. 16 to 24.

Every atom of the material universe, Harris assures us, i
“an atomic man.” Many of these are still inwrought into tl
‘bodies of the demons of the lost orb, and await their new copa
bination in a human race which shall replace that which fell
“ The atomic man in the inmost of the atoms of the huma
frame make war against the accretion of atomic nebulse in 1
human system which is undergoinf regeneration,” &e., p.
The fay-men pass through our bodies in any direction at v
the world-souls exist in pairs, male and female, throughout
universe, presiding over their individual worlds. Besides tl
there are tﬁe aromal men; that is, beings constituted of the e
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or aromas of things in nature. The aromas of flowers, those of
the wild moorlands and woods, of the rocks and minerals in the
bowels of the earth. All these, and waters, fountains and seas,
have their aromal creatures, which somehow acquiring life,
finally travel up to heaven and obtain salvation ; though it may
only througﬁ centuries of labour in their respective depart-
ments of nature, that they become impersonal creatures in
heaven. Ses pp. 129 to 139. There we have the Necks and
Undines of northern and Germanic mythology, who obtained
salvation through connection with men: as Mr. Harris's aromal
irits are but the dryads, naiads, and fauns of the Greeks revived.
every country too, the aromas of good or bad deeds, of tragic
or benign histories, produce aromal flowers. So in France, an
aromal flower lives that grew from the dust of Joan of Are.
The Wickliffe blossom, a disc of purple and gold, springs glorious
in the aromal air of ]Ezmgland. The martyrs of the Cevennes
and the Alps have given birth from their dust to an airy flora.
Italy bears a queenly plant that commemorates the virtues of
Savonarola. Imperisha%le nature holds the dust of the saints in
honour, and represents through them an evet‘-sprintiinﬁ life, in
worshi& of Him they worshipped, in sympathy with the great
cause they served. p. 132.

This 18 all very poetical, some of it extremely beautiful, and
in the sense of a living pictured memory in the spirit of those
scenes, true. But as put forth by Harris as matter of sober fact,
and as matter of revelation from the highest source of inspiration
is but the out-pourings of a sensitive poetic imagination excited
to the verge of insanity. It is a wild, fantastic, and bewilderi
dream of beauty and morbid sentiment, as different from the
simple and practical truth of Christianity as renaissance finery is
to classic grace.

That we may not be misunderstood, let us now speak a few
words on the inner breathing. This is, no doubt, a great and sub=
stantial truth: but not as Harris inculcates it. We hold it to be
a universal and inalienable function of every living soul: not the
capriciously bestowed boon which Harris represents it. We are
persuaded that no living spirit could continue to live without
spiritual breath, any more than an animated physical body can
exist without breathing physical air. Every view afforded us by
physical or spiritual philosophy assures us that the spirit is the
active force which creates for itself the body. Swedenborg in
the first instance, and the whole of psychological experience
since, maintain the assurance that all evolution is in an out-
ward direction from the inner or spiritual world. The soul
proceeds from God the original and eternal centre of all causation
and the soul originates by energies with which God has endowed
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it, its outer covering or body adapted to its condition in a phy-
sical state of being. In the Ontology of Dr. Doherty, a truly
sound and spiritual system of physio-spiritual science, this is
lucidly expressed in few words:—* The spirit forms the body
in utero, by collecting and associating particles of matter from
the blood of the mother to form organs; and it sustains the
physical organism during life by a constant interchange of atoms
with the external world,” p. 137. This being the case, it is the
soul which orginates the body, and adapts it to its own special
functions. The function of breathing, therefore, obviously exists
in the lungs of the soul and operates outwards through the lungs
of the body. Spiritual and physical breathing must necessarily go
on together, as all other functions of soul and body, the soul being
the directing, willing agent—the body the co-operating servant.
Every fact of psychology which has ever come to the actual
observation of men regarding the soul or spirit, confirms this
view. Every assertion of spirits in séances pronounces the
spirit the real man, and the body the mcrely compliant envelope.
Every apparition of a spirit is that of the real man, not only
in appearance, but with all the members and portions of a man.
Nothing, therefore, can be more certainly proved than that
spirit and body breathe simnultaneously, and in precisely the
same mode, but not breathing the same atmosphere, cach
respiring its appropriate one. The idea of Swedenborg, then,
that the inner breathing proceceds from the navel towards
the heart, and so by the Eustachian tube to the mouth, is simply
absurd; as is his idea that the people of the first ages down to
the Flood possessed this inner breathing, and by 1t expressed
themsclves without articulate spcech. That this inner breathin,
adually decreased with the love and faith of the people, an

that such as possessed it near the time of the Flood we _
by its cessation, but that some surmounted this crisi
outward respiration began, and with it outward and .
speech,—is as much as to say that the ante-diluvian:
destitute of articulate and resonant speech, 'and conversed
changes and expressions of the countenance—a thine
to the whole history of those times. See ~ !
Celestia, Vol. II." Genesis, chapter x. pj:
Spiritual Diary, 3,464.

In several excellent papers on Interna’
Spiritual Magazine, Vol. III. under the sig::
writer says— Swedenborg was the first to |-
tion before the world, not from any histori:
his capacity as a seer, a matter of revelat:
another proof, in addition to those poir
of the too great reliance on him as a sov

N&~—
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long before Swedenborg taught the same truth. In his 46th
chapter, 39th verse, he explains what is the flesh and blood of
Christ, which if we do not eat we have no life in us. That it
is the Sophia, or Divine Wisdom, and in his Z%reefold Life,
v. 50, and Clavis, 106, he asserts the Sophia to be the &mre
element of the Holy Spirit. And again in durora 1, 15 and 16,
that “every time we breathe with entire abandonment of self,
and full trust in the loving-kindness of our Divine Master, we
receive the sacred body, which is everywhere, and we saturate
our hearts with the pure element in which and by which alone
we can be born again to a new life.” This doctrine of Bshme's
was noticed by St. Martin, and declared by him ‘ an important
truth, generally hidden from man.” See St. Martin's Corre-
spondence translated by Mr. Penny, pp. 119 and 120.

We fully agree with Boshme, Swedenborg, St. Martin, and
Harris in the substantial truth of the inner breathing ; and that,
through this, in conjunction probably with the nervous system,
our communication is opencd, or, rather, kept open with the
spiritual world, and with the Sustainer and Nourisher of all things
tﬁat live. But we take a very different view of its endowment
on men from Harris. We cannot believe that it is conferred
partially and only on a few. That when it comes to impure or
evil persons, it instantly burns up their interiors, and that they
fall down dead. We cannot believe it to be a function tending
towards narrow sects, and little exclusive Agapemones, or
Brotherhoods of the New Life, as exclusive. V&e gelieve that,
like all the rest of God's gifts, it is a universal gift, seceing that
He is no respecter of persons, but sends His sun to shine alike on
the just and the unjust. As He desires the regeneration of all,
He patiently leaves the means of it open to all. To the good,
the respiration will be from the atmosphere of heaven—to the
bad, the atmosphere of hell. That by it, and by other psychical
functions, we are open to spiritual influxes of beneficent, and
also of deleterious natures. That those who aspire heavenwards
and towards the love of God, inhale larger anﬁ fuller draughts
of this divine ether, and are proportionately fed and strengthened
by it. That none of the apostles possessed this interior respi-
ration, as asserted by Harris, is plainly untrue. According to
his own definition, this breathing 1s the quintessence of the Holy
Ghost, “the tides of the Divine Spirit, which roll as never
before, uplifting, illuminating, strengthening, and giving peace.”
And therefore, as Christ himself breathed the breath of life upon
them, and said, “ Receive the Holy Ghost,” they consequently
received the inner, divine breath. They were filled with the
fulness of the Holy Ghost, and, therefore, of the breath of God.
Without this there could, according to Harris himself, be no

.
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regeneration ; for it is by the operation of this inner breath
that the process of regeneration is carried on and perfected ; or.
as he says, the old soul is destroyed, and a ncw celestial soul
introduced and built up; and not by a parcel of fays working
away at the old materials of the old natural soul, as Harris
would persuade us, like a possé of bricklayers clearing away an
old house, and erecting a pew spiritual-natural soul, with fresh
and pure materials. Sce Apocalypse, pp. 21 to 24, 135, &e.

t is deeply to be regretted that a man of the fine faculties
and the higlf poetical endowment, the extraordinary eloquence
and long spiritual experience of Thomas Lake Harris, should
thus have become the victim of his imaginative temperament,
and have disfigured and overlaid with a pile of merely flori
imagery the great and solid truths of spiritual science. {Iad he
introduced Ins fays, and atomic men, his aromal men, and aromal
flowers as the machinery and drapery of an avowed poem, we
might read it with the same pleasure as we once read the Rape of
the Lock, Darwin’s Loves fp the Plants, or the Arabian Nights:
but truth, and above all spiritual and divine truth, is too solemn a
thing to be disguised with the airy flowers of a fairy land and
surrounded by the swarming nonentitics of a visionary. With
what a sublime, and at the same time practical grace, simple, un-
adorned Christianity stands beside this meretricious system of
spiritual ontology and theosophy. The principles of Christ are at
once clear, concrete and universal in their nature. There is no
tendency in them to monkery either Popish or Protestant: to ex-
clusive {Tew Brotherhoods, or Agapemones. On the contrary
they look outwards, onwards andg upwards. Open in a g'rand
lucidity to the plainest intellect, they are at once accepted as
divinely consolant by the common hecart of humanity. They
spread their vitalizing rays over all lands and peogles ike those
of thesun. Instecad of a multiplicity of senses and breathings we
. find in the plain terms of the ingucnce of the Holy Spirit operating:
on and renewing the heart and soul, and in the simple declarat
that in every nation they who fear God and work righteow
shall be accepted, a divine charter of salvation which the
child of humanity can fully comprehend and lay hold ol
the most cultivated and masterly intellect must instine.
adore. In a word, we infinitely prefer the Gospel of Chri-*
the Gospel of the New Brotherhood, and the operations -
Holy Ghost as in and on the Apostles, to all the wild ligl
multiplied inner meanings, and the almost innumerable bre..
of the system of Thomas Lake Harris. The poor wani
Wordsworth taught only by God in solitude, had arrived
nobler conception of communion with his Maker, than
the mediumship of fays, atomic and aromal men—or

\.
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butterflies presented by angels as “ the pleasures of sensatiom
sporting in the ether of the region which corresponds to the
left lower jaw,” Apocalypse, p. 405. This poor youth, knowing
nothing of the contents of and peoples of Jupiter, Mars, or the
lower hells, had caught the substance of true worship as saints
and spiritually-minded men and women in all ages have done.

A herdsman on the lonely mountain tope,

Such intercourse was his, and in this sort

‘Was his existence often times possessed.

O then how beautiful, how bright appeared

The written Promise! Early had he learned

To reverence the Volume that displays

The mystery, the life which cannot die :

But in the mountains did he feel his faith.

Responsive to the writing, all things there

Breathed immortality, revolving life,

And greatness still revolving : infinite ;

There bitterness was not ; the least of thin,

Seemed infinite; and there his spirit slnpedg'

Her prospects, nor did he believe— he saw. :

We believe -that such a simple God-embracing heart has
reached the substance of divine resEiration, that he respires
with the angels and with Christ,—a substance we are in danger of
losing sight of, and letting slip, amid the sparkling verbiage and
the phantasmal visions of the writer of this so-called Arcana of

-Christianity.

THE LAND OF REALITY.

AvLPHONSE KARR, in his Voyage autour de mon Jardin, one of
the most charming and right-thinking books in the KFrench
language, was very nigh to the truth when he wrote the
following 54th chapter of his second volume :—* Oh, my friend |
I have returned from a beautiful country! How shall I be
able to recall all the wonders that I have seen? At the first

limpse, I saw the trees bearing fruits, which exhaled unknown

agrance. Some of them had flowers of fire; and in these
flowers revelled bees of gold, the murmur of which was an
enchanting music.

“ Scarcely had I entered these happy regions, when I per-
ceived the influence of the climate ; I was light and joyous; I
no longer walked, but leaped: I alit on the summits of the
trees.

“There I found all that I believed that I had lost by dea.t:h
or by forgetfulness. I found them all living—all happy, and
loving me with a delightful tenderness. ey were all young
and beautiful. There I beheld all things that I had ever
dreamed of, or desired, and which I expelled from my
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thoughts and from my heart, as follies and fancies of a sick
brain. I saw them all realized—common and familiar. No one
was astonished at them ; and I no more than the rest. At my
call, the tigers and lions came and rubbed themselves against
me, and offered themselves to carry me; but what need had I of
them, for I flew myself like an eagle ?

“"There I re-found Madeleine— Madeleine'who loved me, and
explained that she had never been unfaithful to me; but, oh!
happiness inexpressible! I know not what she said to me, nor
what arguments she used. All that T know is that [ believed
her. And M. Muller! how he grasped my hand! How happy
he was in our happiness! And my father—my father, for whom
I had wept so—he was not dead! He went with me into that
fortunate Yand, where were re-united all those that I loved. He
had still the same smiling and open countenance ; and from his
fingers flowed streams of harmony still.

¢ It secmed as if my life up to that moment had only been a
dream and a nightmare, where, after difficult trials and an
initiation, the phantoms which had terrified me were made to
vanish from around me. I was rich, and I lavished on Madeleine
all that women love—all that one loves to give them. Over
what magnificent ?rccious stones, over what carpets, and what
flowers she walked! What pearls were woven into the waves of
hair which floated behind her as she walked! How beautiful
she was! How adorned she was by all these riches, and how
rich I was in her! The precious stones—the diamonds which
surrounded her, or which glittered bencath her feet ; they were not
deemed worthy to shine upon her. I gave her stars to emblazon
her hair. "Mars, that red star—Venus, that cerulean one—that I
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smiling regions of dreams into this arid country which we call
life. sound reflection, however, who knows if, after what we
call death, we shall not discover that what we named life was
really a dream; and, what we took for dreams, were really
excursions into the region of real life which our soul made,
whilst our body—that prison of flesh—was asleep.”

PASSING EVENTS.—THE SPREAD OF
SPIRITUALISM.

By Benyamix CoLEMAN.

TAKING at the commencement of a New Year a view of the
gast, we naturailly ask ourselves whether as teachers we have
een instrumental in disseminating truth or error.

As one of the contributors to this Magazine I have ac-
cumulated and recorded a large number of strange facts which
tend to uphold the doctrine of spirit-communion, and I ask
myself whether I am conscious of having given currency to any
important statement which I would now desire to modify or
withdraw ? and I am happy in being able to say—no, not one.
The curious phenomena of which I have spoken from time to
time have been cither witnessed by myself, or have been described
as having been seen by others equally trustworthy. None of
these statements have {een truthfully impugned, and thus an
amount of evidence has been published in the pages of this
Magazine which ought to be sufficient to establish beyond cawvil
that there are intelligent, invisible agencies in active operation
around us, which under certain conditions, and in apparent
contravention of all recognized natural laws, produce phenomena
of a very surprising and, even to the most initiated, very
puzzling character. The Cut bono? and the possible evil conse-
quences of encouraging these investigations are questions entitled
to respectful consideration ; but to deny the existence of the
phenomena, and to assert that millions of men and women, in a'l
parts of the world, are victims to a delusive epidemic, is a
monstrous folly which no intelligent man will dare at this day
to assert, unless he.s himself nursing an idle delusion.

We necd not therefore waste time to argue with that class
of opponents, still less with those who can only meet the evidence
by a foolish attempt to laugh the witnesses out of court. Let
me then devote a few words to a consideration of one of those
objections we are bound to answer, though I am conscious that
I can add nothing new, nor say anything that has not been




THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE. 23

better said by many others ; and it must be understood that I
am only ad(f;cssing myselfJ to new enquirers who I know are
springing up about us every day. The question is constantly
asked by believers in the Bigle—“ If Spiritualism be true, what
is the use of it?" 1T reply, if you who are provided with the
comforts of life, were to ask the hungry mendicant why he
lingers at your door, his answer would be, “I want somethin
that will satisfy my cravings, give it me!”” One half the worl
want that faith which satistics you. They cannot obtain it as
you have done, will you deny them the means of securing it in
any other way? The Book that gives you comfort commands
no respect from the man who does not beheve in it. The cloquent
preacher whom you admire, and whose reasoning you think
conclusive, has no influence upon the sceptic. Ile marvels at
what he thinks your folly, but at the same time he is not quite
satisfied with his own unsettled condition. He does not say
there ts not another state of cxistence, but he has no faith in it.
e wants a revelation to satisfy his doubts, and Spiritualism
and its phenomena furnish it. Z[e finds, perhaps, in the mani-
festations which some think low and undignified, the evidence
for which he has thirsted. Will you deny him that—and say, if
he cannot obtain it in the inspired Word of God as you have
found it, he must go without 1t? No, you dare not say that if
you are a Christian! and this is, in part, my answer to your
question of Cui bono? Don’t carp at the nature of some of the
manifestations ;—at least, recollect that we who receive them as
roof of spirit existence don’t make them. We know from our
Eetter experiences that they are but the means to an end, and
that when the sceptic is once convinced of their reality, he is
prepared to advance and to realize the higher teachings which
Spiritualism unfolds. No other “ sm” made such rapid
strides in the history of the world. It is now well known that,
in less than 20 years, millions of intelli?ent men ,
many of whom were materialists, have found & &
consolation in Spiritualism for which they had previeuslv "Wight
in vain. What can it be then that gives Jmwenist  ovi-
dence and makes so many converts, despite the: rid: nd
opposition of the press, the bigots and the scienti- i a
demonstrated and patent truth? You . ©obe a
falsehood, nor destroy a fact. There ix. :
a wrong path in every walk of life. V
rush in where angels fear to tread,” that
follow ; I, therefore, warn the prodignte ¢
danger there may be in encouuginﬁ di-
the folly of accepting all they are told by
who may come into their presence.
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An illustration of the fanatical conduct of some persons who
rush into Spiritualism without any knowledge of the landmarks
for their guidance, and rush out again after a few days’ ex-
perience, convinced of its reality, but equally certain that it is
all diabolism, has recently been given by a gentleman and his
wife, who have published their experience.

Mr. and Mrs. C—— attend a séance at which the spirit of % &
darling child” is manifestly present. They attend a second
séance, and, through the same medium, they are confirmed in
the conviction of the real presence of their child. Mr. C——
then finds that he is himself a medium, and, forthwith, he
purchases a small table for the exercise of his power. -

His first experiment proves to him beyond a doubt that an
intelligent being, though invisible, is with him ; but he speedily
begins to suspect that whatever the character may have been of the
spirit which first manifested to him through another medium, this,
which is now communicating through himself, is an evil spirit.
On his “wishing it to walk to the dining room, it started at once.”
He was struck by its heavy tread, “so very unlike the footfalls
of a young child,” and he exclaimed, “ This is not the spirit of
my child, if so I want no other manifestation.” Becoming more
and more suspicious of the character of this particular visitant,
he said, “ If thou art not the spirit of my childl: march out of the
house.” ¢ The table did, indeed, ¢ march,’ making a noise like
the loud and well-measured footfalls of a heavy dragoon—
literally shaking everything in the room.” :

This gentleman then adjured the spirit in a variety of forms,
and asked if it was not a bad spirit? and it said, “Yes!” Then
he said, “ Accursed devil! by the living God I adjure thee to
speak the truth! Has the spirit of my child ever been put in
communication with myself or her mother through this or any
other table?” The “accursed devil” said, “ No, never!” Then,
after similar assurances, Mr. C. made up his mind to believe the
devil; and he closed his experiments with an auto da fé, by
breaking up and burning the table/ This illustration will serve
to point a moral, inasmuch as it shews the need of acquiring
some knowledge of the subject prior to entering on a course of -
practical inyestigation, and of exercising discrimination and
patience, and a more Christian spirit, in conducting it. Such
experiences are as little creditable to the intelligence of the
actors as they are derogatory to Spiritualism. But even these
support the truth of spirit intercourse, and the reality of the

henomena—the main points to which my efforts are directed
through the pages of tﬁis Magazine. The evidence of these is
accumulating around us in many ways; and to some of which
I desire now to draw attention,
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SOME FURTHER FACTS OF SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS.

Referring the reader to the evidence I have given in former
numbers of this Magazine of THE REALITY OF SPIRIT VOICES,
and of the active intelligence displayed by the two spirits,
known as John King an?i his companion Kate (names which
may be taken as generic), through the mediumship of the
Marshalls, I find that much interest 18 excited by the statements
I have already made, and a desire to know more of the character
of these manifestations, and of the conditions under which
they are exhibited. Several of my friends who have attended
these séances but once, are not satisfied with the slender evidence
they obtain on sf)ecial points, and think it important that the
facts of this oral communion should be thoroughly sifted and
freed from all taint of suspicion.

I have had many opportunities, it is true, of examining this
case, but I am not competent to offer a solution of the scientific
problem involved.

I have satisfied my own mind, and I think I have alread
given ample evidence to satisfy others, of the bond fides of this
curious exhibition. I have conclusively proved that ventriloquism
(the only suggestion made to explain the speaking), is entirely
inadmissible. ~The mediums have talked and sung at the same
moment that John and Kate were speaking or singing. Both
spirits have spoken repeatedly to me (and others, in my presence),
at the same time, one on each side, so close to my ears that their
breaths were distinctly felt. Kate, in her low voice, has fre-
quently spoken as if she were standing behind my chair, and I
have been unable to catch all she said in consequence of the
overpowering loudness of John’s voice in conversation with
ano:Eer person at the opposite side of the table. Kate, who, I
think, draws her power from Mrs. Marshall, sitting on me right
hand, has, on several occasions, spoken through the tube (clevated
horizontally to the height of my head) to the person sitting on
my left hand; and, whilst this conversation was %oing on, the
tube rested against my forehead, and I have felt every
vibrating as it passed from the invisible speaker. At th
time I have held Mrs. Marshall’s hands in mine, and i
the same time, John was heard in active conversation
other side of the table nearest to Mr. Marshall. On one o
I asked John to let me hold onc end of the tube whilst .
the other. ¢ I'ake it,” he said. I %lélt out my hand, &
to get hold, but it was not there. “ Well, why don’t y
it?"’ he tauntingly asked. This question came from the ¢
of the ceiling. frose from my chair, and stretched out »
the voice still taunting me from a height out of my res
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directly over my head. This, and many other incidents, which
have happened in my presence, satisfies me that impénetrable
as the darkness is to us, we are distinctly visible to the spirits.

One of my correspondents says, * Mr. Marshall, it appears,
is the real medium in tiis case,” and there is evidently a lingering
suspicion that Mr. Marshall has something more than mediumshi
to so with these oral exhibitions. I behieve, as I have been tol
by the Marshalls themselves, that Mr. Marshall's presence is
necessary for obtaining strong and continuous oral power during
a sitting, which frequently occupies two hours, but I have now
satisfied myself that the voice can be obtained without his presence
atall. 1 have reason, too, from what I hear, to believe that
there are other mediums in London who are now obtaining
these oral communications, and I am of opinion that
medium for physical manifestations can, under suitable con-
ditions, get the voices with more or less power ; but, so far, the
Marshalls, I believe, are far the best. At a recent visit to them,
I asked the elder Mrs. Marshall, who does not like the dark
séances, and who had not sat at any at which I had been present,
to aceom&any the younger Mrs. Marshall and me to the dark
room. We three only were present. I invited John to speak
to me. Within a minute he addressed me with the usual form
of greeting, and continued to talk for several minutes. The
voice was as strong, at first, and as clear as I ever heard it. It
was precisely the same tone—it was, in fact, the very same voice.
I ressed to him my surprise at this, and he said, * Oh,
M::sﬂall and his mother are the same, you know; but I can do
better with him,” then dropping his tone, and, as I believe,
feigning a weakness to }[))ropit-iate Mr. Marshall, who appeared
piqued at my making this experiment, John said, in a husky
voice, “ I can’t keep uY ; let Marshall come in.”

It is from the result of this experiment that I now think we
are entering on a new phase, that spirits speaking will be a
common manifestation,—that we shall soon obtain these voices
through many mediums, and perhaps to realise the promises
which have been made to me several times during the past
three or four lyears, and doubtless to others, by spirit messages
through the alphabet, “ We will walk with you and talk with
you as when on earth.”

John King, too, has said that he will give us a surprise some
day soon. “ \ge expect to be able,” he said, “ to shew ourselves
and to talk to you.” “ What prevents you doing so now ?” T have
asked. “ We have not found the exact conditions, but we shall :
I am alwai's trying.” One evening when 33 persons were
present, and John was bouncing about from one to another in a
very excited state, he suddenly said, “ Strike a light! strike
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a light!” T lighted a candle, and then asked him to rap three
times when he wished it to be extinguished. In a few ininutes
he did so, and I enquired why he wanted the light in such
haste. “The power,” he said, *“ was becoming too strong for
me to control, and I was afraid of mischicf.”

I tried to get some further information at that time, and
could not; but subsequently, when alone with the mediums, [
asked John to explain that circumstance. He said, ¢ We gather
the electric effusion which passes from persons around us, and
form a body, which is invisible to you, but visible to us, and we
occupy this body. Sometimes we can only make part of a
body, and then the manifestations are not so strong. Now, my
object is to make the body visible to you,and I try many experi-
ments, which don’t always succeed, and the electric power then
becomes too strong for my control.” John, as I have before
said, is a very erratic sort of personage, and it is almost impos-
sible to holtf him to any serious point. He flies off at a
tangent, and, instead of giving a direct answer, rallies you
in a jocular way with marvellous quickness of repartee, and
frequently quotes pertinent passages from Shakespeare. The
above is the most connected explanation I have been able to get
from him. In answer to the question why other spirits did not
speak through these mcdiums, he said, “ All spirits are not
mediums! You are not a medium, and cannot receive a message!
They are not mediums, and cannot give one 1” This, of course,
is not a complete and satisfactory answer, as there must be
multitudes of spirits who possess this condition, supposing that
conditions are as necessary to the spirit as to us. I rather
incline to the belief that it is only one class of spirits who can
use one class of earthly mediums.

I have long ceased to regard the ordinary messages received
through mediums who get powerful physical manifestations,
and I never allow such communications to influence my actions
in any way. ButI see the value and importance of all mani-
festations, and the necessity of collecting the facts and clas-

sifying them ; they are evidently tending to ver +ant
results which the scientific world cannot much -
stand. They prove beyond doubt that there is - b

yet recognized by natural philosophy, in activc
around us, and that this force is accompani
which from the evidence we are justified in bel
from, and is excrcised by, the living demige:
world, and that thus the close connection of ti
is shown. It is vain and foolish to deny the £

is overwhelming, and the student of nal

foro must be to accept and desl *
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he may. The voices proceeding from invisible intelligent en-
tities 18, in my belief, but the introduction to greater unfoldings
of this nature. The frequent, now almost daily, evidence that
material substances can pass through any material barrier is
now known to many. The readers of this Magazine have
seen so many statements made by competent witnesses of this
seemingly impossible phenomenon, that I feel that further evidence
upon the point is unnecessary, for them, at least; but I have
witnessed something recently which strengthens my conviction
that the law of matter is over-ridden by spirit power, and I think
it useful to record the

INCIDENTS AT ANOTHE.R SEANCE WITH MINS NICHOLL.

Six persons were present, whose names can be given, if
" necessary. We sat, as usual, round a circular drawing room
table, above which a glass chandelier was suspended.

The light being extinguished, the first movement made by the
invisible operators was to place a small work-table with three
legs, upon the large table; thiswas done without noise, and without
touching any of the party or the chandelier, though there was
but a space of five or six inches left between it and the top of
this small table.

The communications generally through Miss Nicholl's me-
diumship are made by rapping sounds, which, however, with her
are comparatively feeble, and this table it appeared was placed
in that position to make the raps with more distinctness. It tilted,
no one touching it, and rapped with one of its legs to the letters
of the alphabet. Seated, as I was, opposite to Miss Nickoll, the
small table formed a barrier to that extent between us. I said
to the spirits, “ Please to give me something substantial that I
can carry away with me, will you?” The leg rapped three times,
signifying ¢ Yes.” Miss Nicholl added, “ Give him one of the
most precious things in life.”

In an instant, a thick round of a fresh loaf of bread was put
into my hands. 'There was no bread in the room, as far as any
of us, knew before we sat to the table, and, of course, no one
moved from their seats. I pressed for something more. The
light was called for inmediately, and we found a fine apple, of a
very unusual size in the centre of the table, and something was
seen to fall, as if from the ceiling, just behind my chair. It
g:'oved to be a remarkably beautiful specimen of pink heather in

Il flower, thirteen inches long, quite fresh, and tfne stem showed
that it had been but that moment gathered by breaking, not by
cutti‘% it off.

e all examined the apple, and when the light was agaé
extinguished, I placed it on the table, and said, “ Now thaé

a
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is large enough for all of us; suppose you cut it up in six equal
parts, and give a picce to each. Can youcut it upg” “Yes.”

We then hear(f a crisp cut as if a sharp knife had passed quickly
through the apple, then a second, and a third cut, and a piece of
it was given to cach of five of the party. Upon collecting and
examining the picces, we found that my request had not been
literally complied with; it was not cut into six equal parts, but
into five unequal parts, presenting the appearance of the blocks
of a Chinese puzzle. It required a good deal of ingenuity to put
themn together again, which we only effected after scveral trials.
Now I ask any sceptic to ponder these facts, and, more especially,
the production and the cutting of the apple.

No one knew that I should ask for the apple to be cut up.
It is possible that had there been a knife in the room, which there
was not, and, had we all fallen asleep for a minute or two, the
apple might have been cut up without detection by an expert
hand into six pieces, as I had requested ; but I am satisfied that no
living man could have cut up an apple i» the dark in the ingenious
way this was cut. It was an optical delusion ; we were all psycho-
logized ; the thing did not really occur, though we believes itdid;
will be among the foolish attempts at explaining this and similar
phenomena. But the answer in this case is, that I carried the
apple away with me, and, together with the heather, placed it
under a glass shade, where it still remains.

Mauy other equally strange facts which have recently occurred
through Miss Nicholl’s mediumship have been related to me, and
one by a gentleman who sat next to me on the evening when
the incident I have just alluded to took place. This gentleman
said he had up to within a few days been a great sceptic.
“] had been present,” he said, ¢ at two séances wﬁn fruit and
flowers had been brought to us, but I found it impossible to accept
the evidence. There were E:rsom present whomIdi®  “mow,

and I was sure there must be collusion among some o Jn
the third evening, I became greatly excited, and I s ud
forfeit 100 guineas if Miss Nicholl could prove she
genuineness of the phenomensa upon my own ich
were—that she should accompany me in om
adjoining, and allow me to hold her hands. ed,
(though she would not hear of any it) sur
seats at a small table, I took her hands 1
challenged the invisibles to produce. any ! 1
instant or two I heard something Sl f
it had come from the ceiling, and fhare. L

n -

found a bunch of es! This was-
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NEW SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS.

WE have had within the last few weeks some very remark-
able manifestations of spiritual presence and power, and I will
render the account of what occurred as briefly as the recording
of a series of truly characteristic phenomena will permit. The
medium present at the séances was Mr. D. D. Home.

The first group of the manifestations (I use the term ¥ group”
to mark the characteristic difference of the phenomena on each
occasion) occurred at a friend’s house at Great Malvern. Those

resent had only incidentally met, and owing to a prohibition
geing' laid upon Mr. Home by his medical man against trying
his strength, no séance was attemped. I name this as character-
istic.  Raps in different parts of the room, and the movement of
the furniture, however, soon told of the presence of the invisibles.
The library in which the party had met communicated with
the hall, and the door having been left half open, a broad stream
of light from the burners o% the gas lamp lit up the room. At
the suggestion of one of the party, the candles were removed. The
rapping which had till then been heard in different %arts of the
room, suddenly made a pause, and then the unusual phenomenon
of the appearance of spirit-forms manifested itself. '?'he opening
of the Ealf-closed door was suddenly darkened by an invisible
agency, the room becoming pitch dark. Then the wall opposite
became illumined, the library being now lit up by a luminous
element, for it cannot be described otherwise. Between those
present and the opposite and now illumined wall two spirit-forms
were seen, their shadowy outline on the wall well defined. The
forms moved to and fro. They made an effort to speak; the
articulation, however, was too imperfect to permit of the meanin
of the words being understood. The darkening which had obscure
the half-closed door was then removed, and the broad light from
the hall lamp reappeared, looking quite dim in comparison with
the luminous bnlfiancy of the light that had passed away.
Again the room became darkened, then illumined, and a colossal
head and shoulders appeared to rise from the floor, visible only
by the shadow it cast upen the illumined wall. What added to
the interest was the apparent darkening and lighting up of the
room at will, and that repeatedly, the library door remaining half
open all the while. The time occupied by these phenomena was
perhaps five to ten minutes, the manifestations terminating quite
abruptly. -
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The second group of phenomena was manifested at the house
ofa well-known%.li.terary gentleman, and in the presence of several
other witnesses whose names are equally well known.

In this instance the gentleman at whose house friends had
met, anxious again to witness spiritual manifestations, asked
Mr. Home to allow a séance to be held ; but this the prohibition
of his medical man compelled him to refuse. Despite, however,
of his reluctance to concede to the wishes of his friends, the
invisibles soon gave signs of their presence by raps on and tnside
the piano in the adjoining room, followed by raps all over the
room, on the floor, window, ceiling, mantelpiece, &c. Unable to
resist these demonstrations, a séance was arranged, and the
party scated itsclf round a small kettle-drum octagon table
covered with velvet, the legs being screwed into the top, and
then we awaited the result. After a short pause raps were
heard on the table, which was tilted and raised straight up in the
air, next rolled into the lap of Mrs. ——, then into the lap of
Mr. H.; after which it was placed on Mr. H.’s foot, and balanced
to and fro whilst in that position; it finally turned itself upside
down. Raps were then heard, and a sentence spelt out, to the
effect, that this was the present condition of Spirtualism, that it
would soon be otherwise. The table was then seized by an
invisible power, and again set on its legs. Mr. Home had in the
meantime risen from his chair, impelled he said to do so, and
was walking to and fro.  Then followed the extraordinary pheno-
menon of the lengthening out and shortening of the medium's
body ; a phenomenon not unknown to those who have followed
this inquiry, but nevertheless very remarkable, and equally
unaccountable. Mr. Home said he felt as if his hair waquein
pulled, but without causing pain; on the contrary he describe
the scnsation as plcasant. At his request one of those prescnt
held his feet, his body becoming elongated whilst thus held, to
the height of seven feet—the time occupied in this elongation
bcing about one minute. Between Mr. Home's waist-b
waistcoat the clothing separated the span of a hand wid
ing distinctly that his body had become stretched.
present now grouped round Mr. Home to satisfy thy
to the reality of what they saw; the interest in the p
being increased by the repetition of the
shortening. The act of elongating and drawing 1o n: -
take place almost at will; for strange to say,
alternately shrank into the size of a boy, and then o
cued out to quite seven feet. Every means was re.
those present to test the truth of this extraordingry m
the (f)henomenon was 80 inconceivable and stihge

nceded more than ordinary proof to convinosthem
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deception was deluding them into belief of an absurdity. These
manifestations lasted for quite seven minutes.*
On Mr. Home resuming his seat, raps were heard in different
arts of the room. The octagon kettle-drum table was again seized
gy an invisible power, raised straight up into the air and placed
inverted upon tﬁe head of Mr. Home. It is necessary to state
that Mr. Home remained perfectlz motionless whilst the table
was being held and balanced on his head. Words were again
spelt out, significant of the meaning of this droll procedure, such
as “ It is hard to bear, but it 18 a crown.”” The table was then
replaced in the centre of the circle, and again raised straight up
over the heads of those present, and carried to the farther end of
the room. Mr. H. then said he felt something hard touching his
hand, and that the palm of his hand had been opened by an
invisible power. On examining what it was that had touched
him it was found to be the leg of the octagon table, which, it
now appeared, had been screwed off, and placed in Mr. Hs
hand. Sentemrces were then spelt out, * Truth is strength,”—
“ We will give you strength wien you most need it,"—followed
by other sentences of a similar meaning. The leg of the table
was taken by the invisibles from Mr. H.’s hand, and carried
across the table to Mr. Home. It was then observed to pass
between Mr. Home's coat and waistcoat, down his spine, then
moved up and down, and from side to side. To make certain
that no self-deception was practised, those present examined the
table leg as it passed up and down Mr. Home’s spine, touching
the cnf with their hands. During this process Mr. Home
decribed his sensations as if under influence of shocks from an
electric battery. The octagon table now, with its two 1 was
replaced by the invisibles in the centre of the circle. Next the
leg of the table was taken from Mr. Home’s back and carried
round to each present, gently touching their faces and h: and
finally, in the presence of aﬁ', screwed firmly into the top of the
octagon table. Again raps were heard all over the room, move-
ments of furniture, and sounds not unlike the laugh of a child
resounded in the air.
When these had subsided, the final and culminating phenom-

* That this elongation and contraction of the body of mediumistic persona,
or *‘ the inspired,’” as they were then called (as well as other forms of moderm
mediumship), was not unknown to the ancients appears from the fol
gouuge in Jamblictrus :—** The siTs of those that are inspired are multiform.

me are agitated throughout the whole body, others in some of their members,
others, again, are_ entirely quiet. Somctimes there are pleasing harmonies,
dances, and according voices, and sometimes the contraries of these. A
the body is seen to be taller or larger, or is elevated, or borne aloft through the
air; or the contraries of these are seen to take place about it.” On the M, ?
of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Assyrians. t. II1. cap. 5.—[EDI’IOI.i
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menon was manifested, which in itself constitutes quite an epoch
in the history of spiritual phenomena, replete as the records of
spiritual manifestations are with what, under ordinary circum-
stances, would be regarded as impossible. Aftera short pause, a
luminous coronet of star-like light points settled upon the head
of Mr. , and remained stationary, resting on his head for
several minutes. Then a scmi-luminous appearance was
manifested, which assumed the outline of a face with two star-
likc eyes; Mr. I said he felt as if this form was pressing
aﬁainst him. Mr. Home had in the meantime arisen from his
chair, and was walking to and fro complaining of pressure on the
head ; suddenly he said he felt a weight on his gcad. It was
then noticed that a luminous crown, narrow at the base, and
broad at the top, had been placed on his head. Tendrils and
outlines of leaves were plainly visible, the leaves being vine-
shaped, fashioned into the form of a crown as alrcady described.
Mr. Home appeared greatly agitated, and repeated, “I am
crowned,* —I am free from pain "1 am receiving a new
mission,”—* The pain in my oad is gone.” He then walked
up and down the room, the excitement all but overpowering him.
Finally the luminous crown was removed from lis head, while
sweet-toned notes were distinctly heard proceeding from it ; after
which it was gently carried towards those present, as though for
their inspection, and then removed into tge angle of the door,
where it remained luminously visible for four or five minutes—
visible as though it were fyrom its own intrinsic light. The
brilliancy of its star-like form had so deeply impressed all present,
that after its disap ce they continued to gaze at the place
where the beautiful luminous crown had once stood, unable to
realise its disappearance. I may add that Mr. Home has
since that evening been quite restored to health. 'We have thus
on record.a second instance of the curstivy or of Direct
Spirit Mesmerism. :

. »',. '

I have now to record the last group of. Jef hs which
occurred at a friend's house, also at Great Jjuiverit, Wowards the
middle of last month. AN

b In this mt;tan:? the séance was ll.lé&:’lpp went. Our
object being that of investigation, + '‘mi ser to three
aan I must add used every pr n we ¢ think of, to
preclude the possibility of Hl?— n; we sise guarded
:gainst any possible preparator: -vment wardingly we

from the li to the ¢ :oom. V' soon seated
at a heavy square Tw: i ‘vithout an
manifestation; then cams ge- av ’ - the table
being lifted, tilted, snd gently -« were heard

simultaneously in differeit a:: . m.  Ax
N.8,—IIIL. y
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my suggestion the lamp was partly turned down, when a cold
current of air was felt to pass over our hands and faces. A pause
ensued. The dining-room table-leaf stand in the corner of the
room then commenced to vibrate, and one of the leaves bein
taken from the stand was passed between Mr. Home and the tab
at which we were seated. It was then raised straight up and
passing vertically over my friend, gently touched him ; in passing
over me it struck me on the crown of the head, but so gently
that I could hardly realise it to be the heav leaf of the dining-
room table ; the touch nevertheless caused the leaf to vibrate ggll
but sonorously. I name this to prove how delicately balanced
and suspended in the air the leaf of the table must have been to
have produced the vibration. It then passed over to the
right, touching my shoulders, and finally was placed upon the
table at which we were scated. The distance the leaf was
carried I compute at nearly twelve yards (allowing for the circuit
made) and at an elevation of six feet. A small round table was
then moved from the corner of the room, and placed next to my
friend, and in reply to his question wko 4t was, he received the
answer, audible to us all, * Pa’—Pa’, deur—darling Pa'.” An
arm chair behind my friend, and at a distance of three yard
was raised up straight into the air, carried over our heads, an
placed upon the dining-room table to my left—a voice c{ea.rly
and loudly repeating the words,“Papa’s chair.” We then
observed the wooden box of the accordion being carried from
the extreme corner of the room, up to my friend. In passin
my right hand, I passed my hand under and over the box, as it
travelled suspended in the air to my front. I did this to make
sure of the fact of its being moved by an invisible agency, and
not by means of mechanical aid. The box was finally deposited
on the table in front of my friend. Mr. ITome had in the mean-
time taken the accordion in his right hand, and given me his left
hand. Words were spelt out that the spirits would play his life,
from early infancy to the final drama—* Daniel in the Lion’s
Den,” evidently in allusion to his suit with Mrs. Lyon. The
accordion immediatcly commenced playing, and continued so for
fiftecn minutes. What added to the interest was the accompani-
ment by voices imitatini the clock in the hall, the rush of the
waves, and when the“Lion’s Den” was played, loud roars in
imitation of lions were heard. I counted three or four voices.
The accordion was then taken from Mr. Home, carried about in
the room and played. Voices were distinctly heard ; a low whis-
ering, and voices imitating the break of a wave on the shore.
inally the accordion laccg itself upon the table we were seated
at, and two luminous hands were distinctly seen resting on the
keys of the instrument. They remained luminously visible for
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from twenty to thirty seconds, and then melted away. I had in
the meantime, and at the request of my friend, taken hold of the
accordion ; whilst so held by me, an invisible hand laid hold of the
instrument and played for two or three minutes what appeared to
me to be sacred music. Voices were then heard, a kind of
murmuring or low whistling and breathing ; at times in imita-
tion of the murmur of the waves of ‘the sea, at other times
more plaintively melodious. The accordion was then a second
time taken by an invisible power, carried over our heads, and
a small piece of sacred music piayed—then a hymn—voices
in deep sonorous notes singing the hallelujah. thought 1
could make out three voices, but my friend said he could
speak to four. A jet of light then crossed the room, after
which a star or brilliantly luminous disk, followed by the
appearance of a softly luminous column of iight, which moved
up between me and my friend. I cannot say that I could
discern any distinct outline. The luminous column appeared
to me to be about five to six feet high, the subdued soft
light mounting from it half illumining the room. The column
or luminous appearance then passed to my right; and a chair
was moved and placed next to me. I distinctly heard the
rustling as of a silk dress. Instinctively I put my hand forward to
ascertain the presence of the guest, when a soft hand seized my
hand and wrist. I then felt that the skirt of a dress had covered
my knees. I grasped it ; it felt like thick silk, and melted awa;
as I firmly clenched my hand on it. By this time I admit
shuddered. A heavy footstep then passed to my right, the floor
vibrating to the footfall; the spirit-form now walked up to the
fire-place, clapping its hands as it passed me. I then felt some-
thing press against the back of my chair; the weight was so
great that as the form leaned on my shoulder T had to bend
forward under the pressure. Two hands gently pressed my
forehead,—I noticed a luminous appearance at my right; I was
kissed, and what to me at the time made my very frame thrilV’
again, spoken to in a sweet, low, melodious voice. The wor
uttered by the spirit were distinctly heard by all ;)resent. As
spirit-form Passed away, it repeated the words, I kissed y
kissed you,” and I felt three taps on each shoulder, audibla
resent, a8 if in parting to reimpress me with the res
1ts presence. I shuddered again, and in spite of all my by
felt very “ uncanny.” My friend now called our attentiot s wi=
being patted by a soft hand on his head. I heard a kiss, ar
then the words, “ Papa, dear papa.” He said his laft ha:
was being kissed, and that a soft child-like hand was ésreasi:
him. A cloud of light appeared to be standing at his left.
Direct spirit writing, wli:.ich has so often beenqndinn;h,\'--
<
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also manifested that evening in my presence. The writing 1
have preserved, but cannot for serious reasons give its contents
startling and unusual as they are. A sheet of ga r which had
been placed before me at the commencement o &ee séance wWas
rolled up into the shape of a speaking trumpet, the edge havin
been torn off and placed in a wooden box, which the spirits
placed in front of my friend. Voices, raps, soft breathi

music, were heard ; finally after the hallelujah had been
words were spelt out, telling us they “ could do no more.”

H. D. JENCKEN,
October, 1867. _ Kilmorey House, Norwood.

November, 1867.
Sir,—I have again to record some interesting facts in
connection with the subject of spiritual manifestations, and
which have occurred since I last addressed you.

The séances to which I now allude were held at my house,
and I need hardly add that every means were resorted to to
prevent deception or self-delusion.

At the t of the séances—and at which, as well as at
those subsequently held, Mr. D. D. Home was present—I had
invited a friend of mine to attend, who required to be more
than ordinarily satisfied of the truth of the manifestatio:
owing to his utter scepticism. The manifestations commen
spontaneously whilst we were seated at the tea table in the
dﬁing room, the table at which we were seated being wun-
expectedly moved, tilted, a.mllrgartly raised, and then followed
by very loud sonorous rass. e fire-screen behind Mr. Home's

air was removed—laid on the floor, and glided as of itself
towards Mrs.

My sceptical guest had in the meantime arrived, and we
soon found ourselves seated round a square table in the drawing
room. Raps and tilting of the table, at once occurred ; sentences
were spelt out; the names of near relatives of one of those
present were given; then raps and vibrations of the room,
so violent that the servants in the adjoining house felt the
tremblin%Mr. Home had by this time gone off into a trance
state. ilst in this trance he said he saw a spirit-form
standing next to my guest. The form, character, and past
history were so accurately detailed that the identity of the
spirit-friend was unmistakably established, much to the surprise
of the gentleman, whose departed friend had been quite un-
known to Mr. Home. A few sentences were then spelt out,
and the manifestations ended.

At a subsequent séance the physical demonstrations of spirit
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wer were very marked, On this occasion six of us sat
own to a séance. Raps, very gentle at first, then increasing in
strength, were heard ; then the table tilted. After a while the
curtains began to be moved, as though pushed forward by a
hand from the window, into the room. 'IPhis manifestation was
repeated several times. The semi-grand piano now moved
and vibrated. Three or four times in succession the piano was
bodily raised quite two inches off the ground and carried from
the wall, two to three feet, into the room. Raps were then
heard in and on the piano, and the instrument literally trembled.
The table next to Mrs. (not the one we were seated at) was
now gentlg and elegantly raised and suspended in the air, as far
as 1 could judge eighteen inches to two feet off the ground.
It remainetf in this position for from one to two minutes;
time enough to allow one of the party to lay down under the
table and make certain that no mechanical means had béen
used. This manifestation was repeated. Three or four times—
the table being elegantly balanced in the air whilst not one of those
in the room was seated at or even touched it. The accordion
was now taken by Mr. Home, and, whilst held by him by one
hand, a very beautiful hymn was played and followed by some
pieces of sacred music. I noticed distinctly the movement
of the keys of the accordion, and which, as the instrument was
now horizontally suspended in the air with the finger-board
end towards the lights, I was enabled to see; the keys were
moved regularly as though pressed by the fingers of a hand.
In answer to the question how many spirits were present, the
. table tilted twelve times; this was repeated for several minutes,
the twelfth tilt being marked by a loud rap or knock. Finally the
sentence was spelt out, * We can do no more—we have no more
power.” The word “power” being spelt by tilting of the end
of the semi-grand piano, at a distance of quite four yards from
where Mr. Home was seated.

SPIRIT S8EEING—SPIRIT VISIONS.

T have also to record several very marked instances of spirit
visions. On one occasion the friends present had only casually
met; and were seated round the drawing table. Suddenl
Mr. Home, who had all the while been engaged conversing wit:
the ladies, changed the expression of his countenance, rose,
and, having played a few chords on the piano, returned to
resume his seat, but now in a state of trance; his face rigid
hands cold, and the fingers extended. He steadfastly gaze({
across to where Mrs. was seated, and said, “ L—— S
is standing between you and Mr. I see her as she was in
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life—mark, not as she is, but as she was when on earth.”
Mr. Home then accurately described the nal appearance of
the spirit when on carth. So marked and clear were the traits
he delineated that no doubt as to identity remained in the
minds of those present. He said a child which had passed
away in early infancy was standing next to L—— S——, and
that the spirit of L S—— was much pleased, and anxious
to communicate with Mrs. , whom she had loved on earth :
end to prove her identity recalled a conversation that had
taken place ycars ago between the two friends. He then said
that L—— wished to say that since passing away her
views had much changed—that she had first to unlearn in
order to learn. The spirit then impressed Mr. Home to
remind Mrs. of a conversation Mrs. had recently
held with her husband, and repeated part of the conversation
that had taken place. I must mention that Mr. Home was a
perfect stranger to the deccased person, whose name he had
never even heard of. We have here what borders very narrowly
upon a proof of the actual presence of the spirit of a de
friend, for we have name, description of person, marked iv-
cidents in past life, all given, suﬂg:ient to establish an identi
in any court of law; but possibly not proof cnough to dispe
the doubt of a sceptic. ..

Spirits, visions, spirit appearances, are not unfamiliar to me
since I have followed the inquiry into spiritual phenomens,
and what has added to my deep interest in this subject is the
conviction that the departed do re-visit earth in obedience tos
great law we at present only guess at—in obedience to a great

hysical law which permits this; and in obedicnce to a great
gispensation, as William Howitt calls it—a dispensation so
much necded in thesc materialistic days to make men think and
bestir themselves—do what William Howitt has done, with his
large brain and good honest heart, speak out and tell the truth
at all cost—at any hazard, even at the risk of being derided.

December, 1867.
Since writing the above I have been present at four séances,
at which Mr. D. D. Home was clongated and shortened, and as
this phenomenon is so strange anf incomprehensible to me, I
have on all thesc occasions used my utmost endeavour to make
certain of the fact. I will, as my space is very limited, single
out two of these manifestations ; as in these instances I had the
amplest opportunity of examining Mr. Homne, and measuring
the actual elongation and shortening.
On the first of the evenings Lord

was seated next to
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Mr. Home, who had passed into a trance state, in which after
uttering a most beautiful and solemn prayer, he alluded to the
protecting spirits whose mission is to act as guardian angels
to men. “The one who is to protect you,” addressing
Lord , ‘“is as tall as this.” And upon saying this Mr. Home
grew taller and taller; as I stood next to him (my height is
6 feet) I hardly reached up to his shoulder, and in the glass
opposite he appeared a ful;l head taller than myself. The
extension appeared to take place from the waist, and the
clothing separated 8 to 10 inches. Walking to and fro, Mr.
Home specially called our attention to the fact of his feet being
firmly ;Y:nted on the ground. He then grew shorter and shorter,

until he only reached my shoulder, his waistcoat overlapping to
his hip. Other and equally remarkable manifestations occurred
that evening; six spirit-hands were made visible; beautiful discs
of light floated about the room and our semi-grand was raised
bodily two feet into the air,—but 1 must refrain from con-
tinuing my narrative, and dgive an account of the last evening
that the elongation occurred. After witnessing a series of most
interesting manifestations, shadow-forms appearing on the walls
of the room—then spirit-hands touching several of those present,
and voices, uttering “ Holy, holy, holy,” Mr. Home fell off into
the trance state which I have so often noticed precedes the more
remarkable manifestations. Whilst in this state he said, ¢ Daniel
has been elongated six times, he will be elongated thirty times
during his life;” and encouraging every mode of testing the
truth of this marvellous phenomenon made me hold his feet
whilst the Hon. Mr. placed his hands on his head and
shoulders. The elongation was repeated three times—twice
whilst he was standing—the cxtension measured on the wall by
the Hon. Mr. shewed 8 inches; the extension at the waist,
as measured by Mr. , was 6 inches, and the third time the
elongation occurred Mr. Home was seated next to Mrs. y
who, placing her hand on his head—and her feet on his fcet—had
the utmost difficulty in keeping her position, as Mr. Home’s body
grew higher and higher; the extreme extension reached being

inches.

Later in the night spirit-forms walked about the room.
Indeed I could fill page after page with my narrative of the
manifestations that occurred; Eut must desist: possibly I may
address you on some future occasion.

H. D. JENCKEN.
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THE TWO METHODS:—METAPHYSICS
AND SPIRITUALISM,

WITH A BKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF RECENT GERMAN
SPECULATIONS ON IMMORTALITY.

ByT. 8.

THE German people are Fre—eminent for i'm, and German
writers are famous for scholarship and metaF ysical philosophy.
Much given to abstraction, to the a.nalzs'rs of the human faculties
and emotions, to subtle, patient thought, they have generally on
matters pertaining to religion put aside all authority, and have
fallen back on the Pure Reason as their only and all-sufficient
guide. Whither this has led, and is leading them, we pro-
pose to shew. It is an important experiment, not for &emse ves
alone, but for us all that they are making ; and they are eminently
fitted to conduct it. The experiment is not over, but it has
proceeded for a sufficient lengtg of time to enable a survey to be
taken of the course it has pursued, and of its present condition
and results. This has recently been done by a contemporary—
The Chronicle,in an able and impartial spirit, not as far as we can
see for any theological or partIy Kurpose, but as a matter of
litcrary history and criticism. It has f:or us, however, a higher
and more serious aspect than this; it is not a mere &uestion of
literary, but rather of the highest human interest. What then
we ask, has been the result of the course of recent thought ami
speculation on the Soul, its nature, and its destiny, among the
erhaps most thoughtful and metaphisical of European people ?
‘he answer is a melancholy one. The classic heathenism of old
Greece was in relation to spiritual themes, light and order when
compared with the darkness and chaos into which the philosophic
ming of Germany is fast sinking. It furnishes indeed a most
conclusive argument for the absolute need of the demonstrations
of the reality of a spiritual world of man, which at this day are
so abundant. When the evidence of spiritual and divine revela-
tion in the past is inadequate to the demands of the modern
mind, and Pure Reason drifts with the winds and tides of
speculation on an unknown sea,—and philosophy has no certain
word to utter; the time surely had come that the spirit-world
should assert itself, and present those evidences for which the
soul hungered, but whicl‘: by its own unaided power alone it
could not attain.
‘While philosophy has prosecuted its futile quest, and thought-
ful men have spent laborious lives, pacing with weary feet and
blinded eyes the sandy desert of metaphysics, lured onward by
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the mirage of some illusive hope,, the object of their search—
the evidence and proof of man’s continuous life beyond the
bourne of mortality—lay all around them within reach, requiring
only that the;f should open their eyes to see, and their minds to
receive, it. The problem on which they and those who preceded
them in the same path have exercised their powers to so
little purpose, has been solved:—not by dialectic skill—but by
facts—plain, palpable facts;—by demonstrations of spirit-presence,
power and intelligence;— ﬁ' manifestation and communion in
wz{s a8 various as were the needs of men ;—present, living,
multitudinous, ubiquitous manifestations, challenging the world’s
attention, making successful denial impossible, and all explana~
tion futile save the admission of their substantial reality and
spiritual origin.

America existed before Columbus, but as the knowledge of
it was not brought home to the consciousness of Europe, its
existence was a matter of hypothesis and debate; but now that
ships are constantly sailing thither and returning laden with its
merchandise, who would think of resorting to the arguments
urged by Columbus upon the Council of Salamanca? Geo-
grashers of the pre-Columbian epoch would be an anachronism.

nd now that communication is open with the spirit-world and
a constant commerce with it is carried on, what need have
we of the old dry and dreary method which leads—nowkere ?
Why lay the foundations of your thou%l;’t-castles in the air when
they may rest on the firm-set earth? Why go lumbering along
the miry road of metaphysics, ever and anon sticking in the
mud, w?en the railway 18 at your door?

Not that I would disparage metaphysical studies; they are an
aid to self-knowledge ; they deal with noble themes which dis-
cipline and worthily exercise the mind, carrying it beyond the
range of mere sensuous perception; but as applied to the ques-
tion of the Soul and its future, all that metaphysics can do for
us is to raise a presumption—a probability of the hereafter, to
encourage a hope, which will be strong and fervent, or the
reverse, according to individual character and temperament
and the congruity or otherwise of this belief with the generai
scheme of thought the mind may entertain. Combined with
religious principle it may become a faith—a moral assurance ; but
even at the best it falls far short of that certainty which the soul
demands, and which direct and immediate evidence, such as
Spiritualism so abundantly furnishes, can alonc fully supply.

Whatever force there may be in the argument from meta~
physics for the soul’s immortality is unaffected by Spiritualism,
save in the way of confirmation to its conclusion. It converts
what before was but probability into certitude; it supplies the
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missing link in its chain of reasoning; it makes good that em-
barassing defect in the evidence which has perplexed so many,
leading them to question or reject the belicf in immortality as
not adequately sustained. Let then the metaphysician marshal
all his forces, and do what service he may in the cause of this great
truth ; I would only say in the language of an clder Spiritu
& Yet shew I you a moro excellent way.” That it is 8o is proved
by the most satisfactory of all tests—that of its fruit. ta
dreary historg is this of the last half century of German meta-
hysics as shewn in the accompanying sketch! Meanwhile,
uring the last twenty years, Spiritualism has pursued its march
of conquest till now millions own its beneficent sway, and thank
God for its peaceful victories. As a means then by which
to judge of the comparative value of the two methods—that of
metaphysics, and that of Spiritualism, the following sketch
is most instructive; especially when viewed in conjunction with
the results which Spiritualism has already achieved under
many discouragements and in the teeth of the most formidable
opposition.
¢ The philosophers of Germany,and especially those of Hegel's
school after the death of their master, occupied themselves chiefly
with three problems, which led to their division into right, left,
and centre. These problems were—the question of the person-
ality or impersonality of God ; Christology ; and the immortality
of the soufﬁ Upon the question of immortality, Hegel avoided
any definite expression of opinion ; but if we compare the phrase
in a letter to a friend who had lost a child (Werke, xvii. 633),
and similar ones elsewhere, with the whole spirit of his system,
which recognised in the life of the Universe only the incessant
process of God’s self-development, and in the lives of individuals
only evanescent stages and phases of that process, we can scarcely
entertain a doubt that he senied the individual prolongation of
the existence of the soul. In the year 1831, Ludwig Feuerbach
ublished anonymously his Gedanken iiber Tod und Unsterblich-
t, in which he deduced the cessation of human Persona.lity at
death from metaphysical, psychological, and ethical grounds;
and concluded by making merry over the doctrine of immortality
in rude and cynical doggrel. He was soon afterwards followed
by Friedrich Richter, who, in two consecutive works, pointed
out that the principles of Hegel's doctrine did not tolerate any
consideration of this  ambitious craving of egoism,” as he deno-
minated the hope of immortality. Strauss, in the second volume
of his Glaubenslehre (pp. 6777, ff.) and Michelet struck the same
note. Itbecame clear tiat Hegel did not understand immortality
to be a state of personal existence after death. In his notion, the
mind which in this world could raisc itself to communion with
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eternal ideas by its enjoyment of beauty, its recognition of truth,
and the harmony of its will with the moral law, was then and
there, and no otherwise, immortalised. It was, therefore, in vain
that his favourite pupil, Gdschel, endeavoured to get the exact
contrary out of his system. But when the question of immortality
had thus been raised, men outside Hegel's school naturally
joined in the discussion, and attempted to gnd a positive solution
of the problem. Weisse, in his Philosophiscke Gehetmlehre von
der Unsterblichkeit des Menschlichen Individuums, would only
promise a future existence to spirits which had been eminently

od or evil.* Gustav' Theodor Fechner, under the name of

ises, in his Biichlein von dem Leben nach dem Tode, showed
himself to be a man of strong imagination, with a decided talent
for temperate and sober research. Still he launches out into the
most adventurous speculations. After these came Imanuel Her-
mann Fichte with his work, entitled Idee der Personlichkett.
Weisse and Fechner had substituted the half-developed fancies
of a brilliant imagination for exact scientific method, and had
thus not only given their adversaries a theme for ridicule, but
brought their followers into great perplexity. Fichte went more
carefully to work: he dwelt upon Re essence of personality,
which, according to him, is eternally pre-formed in the Divine
Mind, and possesses attributes whicK never attain complete
development in this life. If he did not altogether succeed in
dissipating a cloud of objections, he suggested many profound
reflections which gave his adversaries material for earnest thought.
Throughout the discussion—as it was carried on betwecen the
years 1830 and 1840—negation was stronger than affirmation.
An entirely new treatment of the question was necessary to
restore the equilibrium between pro and contra, and to prove at
least that denial and assertion might lay claim to equal
bability, and that it might be left to the faith of the individmplr:
make his own decision.

“ Passing by mere dilletante philosophers, we shall «
ourselves only with those writers who, in recent tir
endeavoured to get at a positive solution of the p
scientific means. These are, Drossbach, Ji
Kirchmann, Ritter, and Imanuel Hermann Fichte.
logue, Ueber den Zusammenhang der Natur meé der
plﬁished from Schelling’s literary remains, eann:
into account—in the first place because it was w:
year 1816, and further because it is based léss u:
reasons than upon a spirit of intuitive dogmiitism

# In our own country this opinion was put forth by-'Thon
of The Age of Reuson—T.8. :
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affirms without proving. Nor can we at present include &
recent work of great merit in illustrating Schelling’s system, by
his most distinguished pupil, Hubert Becker—Die Unster-
blichkeitslekre ling’s ein ganzen Zusammenhange shrer
Entwickelung.

¢ Drossbach, in his Die individuelle Unsterblichkeit vom mona-
disch-metaphysischen Standpunkte conceives the soul to be s
monad or atom, a simple substance endued with peculiar powers.
Its existence and qualities, he thinks; can no more be destroyed
or changed than those of a chemical atom ; and under favourable
conditions it is for ever restoring these qualities to activity,
and thus is always capable of renewing itself to self-conscious-
ness. The future life he holds to be entirely analogous to the
present. It will be a revivification of the same gsychic monads
mn the same essentially unaltered world. Johannes Huber,
in his Die Idee der Unsterblichkeit, 1864, first assumes the hope
of immortality to be an idea essential to the mind, the natural
conception of the reason concerning the nature of its destiny
and the end of its development; and then he critically examines
the different explanations of it, and shews that Hegel’s will not
stand without the -admission of personal existence in a future
state. After demonstrating that Hegel's ethical conception
must be combined with a physical conception of future existence
in order to attain to the idea of immortality or eternal life, he
undertakes to refutc every objection which has been made to
such explanation. He takes arms against the Materialists as
well as against the philosophical opponents of personal existence
in a future state, and triumphs over both: but he docs not think
that scientific arguments by themselves suffice to prove the im-
mortality of the soul; he believes that its proof is equally based
in the moral self-development of the individual.

“ Heinrich Ritter, in his Unsterblichkeit, begins by demon-
strating the substantiality of the soul on this wise. From its
acts of feeling and thinking, he concludes that it is phenomenon
to itself, and that other things are phenomena to it. Hence it
follows, as phenomenon is only possible in and by means ‘of
. substance, that the idea of substantiality must be attributed to
the soul. In distinction therefore to its manifestations, it is in
itself a substance imEerishable, spontaneous, and independent.
Upon this ho bases the proof of the existence of several sub-
stances which operate reciprocally upon each other, and reflect
themselves in each other, but to which nothing can be attributed
as essentially their own except what they do of their own force, °
and their own free agency. Wherever this self-manifestation
attains to the state of feeling and knowledge there also free
agency is found. Hence beasts also are supposed to be free
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agents, and equally withsman are accredited with substantiality
and immortality. These substances are subject to the law of
self-preservation and T’ogress' by self-preservation they live
in the general life of the worl(i; gy irogress this life reaches
forth to its ordained perfection, through higher and higher con-
ditions. Their present condition of consciousness was preceded
by one of embryonic unconsciousness. They always were and
a{ways shall be. The faculty of life and se -prodytllcti‘on which
lies in them spontaneously starts into activity whenever the
surrounding conditions are favourable. The future state is not
separated from the present by any abyss; it is continuous, and
the soul will continuously require a bodily manifestation for its
mutual action and re-action on other beings. Therefore, he
says, no sudden transition to a state of blessedness or damnation
is conceivable; there must be many intervening degrees of
trial. But the only value of continued existence is as a means
to good. Our future life will therefore give us more exalted
aims till we reach a final end in the enjoyment of which is
eternal life. He concludes by showing t}xe necessity of con-
ceiving God as the ultimate ground for the explanation of
cosmical facts. God, he says, is simple activity. His creative-
ness is an eternal act, whic| He can never recall; and, there-
fore, all the substances of the world are eternal.

T, “H. Kirchman, in his book Ueber die Unsterblickkest,
argues that, as everything is contemporaneous, Time as well as
Becoming is only a deceptive phenomenon. This phenomenon,
therefore, he endeavours to explain, but instead of notions he

ives us only analogies and illustrations. Knowledge, he says,
18 light. As the light of the sun illuminates first one segment
of a planet and then another, so knowledge passes amidst its
various substances, always existing in space, 1lluminating some
and leaving the rest in darkness. Birth 1s an illumination, death
an obfuscation. But as the orbit of light is circular, a substance
which has once been illuminated is always in the way to be re-
illuminated. In other words, it may come again to conscious-
ness; and this consciousness may even be more intense and
abundant than at first, if the illumination is more powerful and
permanent.

“ Imanuel Hermann Fichte has of late devoted himself al-
most exclusively to psychological studies. In 1855, he published
an Anthropology, which in 1860 reached a second edition,
and in the interval he published a smaller work, entitled Zur
Beelenfrage. In 1864, appeared the first part of a very compre
hensive?sycholo , which was followed in 1867 by the preser
portly volume, Die Seelenfortdauer und die Weltstellung des Ma
schen. Whether or not the author’s literary career will stop by
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he evidently regards this work as the mature fruit of all his
scientific studies, and as their final answer to the supreme
question of philosophy. As he has now reached the evening of
hife, when the varied picture of the world loses the richness of
its colouring in the shades of twilight, his whole attention
naturally turns to the stars which are beginning to appear, to
the hopes and presentiments of a new existence. The work is
characterised by a religious tone; and the language of reason
alternates with the tremulous cadences of a touched heart. We
do not see why the chords of feeling should not vibrate in a
work concerning the vital ?uestion of humanity ; too entire an
abstraction from the claims of sentiment not unfrequently confuses
the understanding. The metaphysical premisses in favour of
sonal immortality, which Dr. Izichte undertakes to oonso]igi-t:
empirically and inductively, are nearly as follows:—God, as self-
conscious mind, includes within Himself a teleologically-ordained
system of individual existences. Whenever the course of cosmical
evelopment offers the possibility, these cxistences emerge from
their merely ideal condition and spontaneously assume reality.
The human mind, always individual and spontaneous, seizes on
the forces of nature which it finds in operation, uses them as
means of embodiment and manifestation, and by the Spontaneous
creation of its corporcal organisation works out its own self-
consciousness. As an everlasting monad it passes through a
series of progressive phascs, in which it gradually develops the
basis of its nature, until it attains its perfect form. The reciprocal
activity of the individual essences, and the consequent manifes-
tation of their qualitics give rise to the spectacle of this changin
world, which is, however, based upon an unchanging world.
The different parts of the universe are all teleologically ordered
and adapted, and the less perfect beings are conditions of and
means for the higher. But the highest thing which we know ot
empirically is the human mind, which serves no other existing
thing as a means, or ladder to life, but is in this respect its own
end. It is only subordinate to the Divine Mind which irradiates
it with the eternal ideas of the beautiful, the true and the
good, and thus keeps up its impulse towards culture and
perfection. But the human spirit is also destined to per-
sonal association and union with God. This is a conse-
quence of the fact of religious feeling. This union produces
in it a supernatural wisdom and force of will. Fichte's view of
the universe thus ends in Theosophy. In these assumptions
personal existence in a future state is, no doubt, virtually con-
tained; but the only question is, how the assumptions them-
selves arc established? His whole system, beginning with his
Anthropology and Psychology, is directed towards this proof,
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In the work before us, he resumes, with less conciseness than
might be wished, all the results which he has previously obtained.
Immortality, he thinks, if it have any reality, must exhibit un-
equivocal traces in the present state of human consciousness;
and he reviews a number of pyschological phenomena, which he
takes pains to explain as direct expressions of an instinctive
consciousness of immortality. We cannot say that he is always
successful. What we want hcre are premisses established l{y
experience, and conclusions derived by correct analogy. Thus,
from the recognised fact that in each animated being there is an
accurate agrcement between instincts and faculties, external
organs and conditions of life, it may be concluded that man is
destined for a future state of personal existence. In refuting the
views of his opponents, Dr. Fichte leaves much to be desired,
and is himself inclined to build up an inexplicable and untenable
dualism between soul and body, substance and appearance. Ile
is most successful in his proof that the essential attribute of the
soul is its power of giving birth to consciousness. The whole
scrics of arguments leads finally to a philosophy of history, for
the whole present life of the {mman race is a most weighty
argument for its future existence. For here also the argument
from final causes obliges us to assume the future cxistence of
the soul, as the explanation of its non-attainment of the ideal
aims which are natural to man, and of the discordance between
merit and reward. In sum Fichte arrived at the conviction that
no conclusive logical proofs of immortality arc to be found, and
that the acceptance of the doctrine depends rather on a natural
sentiment, unclouded by the sceptical objections of reflection,
and upheld by the moral conscience.”

@orrtsponbmtt.
PUNCH ON SPIRIT POETRY.

To the Editor of * The Spiritual Magasine.”

S1r,—1 sce that our old friend, Punch, has noticed my lasg eommun~
to you, giving aspecimen or two of spirit- . A fow yours ago 1
have said, **has done me the konour to notice,” &c., but that is all nver

r Punch! But the notice I allude to so ldmirlh!y' fUastr:
ignorance and desperate unfairness of a ccrtain class of «
only grin, that I ask the attention of your readers to it. "
letter, was that the verses I gave were so written at fir
clear to all who could judge of evidence that they were mot
person who held the pencil, unless indced this person (s youn 1
and position), was a hypocrite as absurd as she was. wicke:i '
writer in Punch says nothing about, but pretends that T g
something so wonderfud in itself as to prove its spirit-origin
bave been done by one who deliberately intended to cheat bi
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this letter, but he will keep it quiet; or, if his employers find him o
both he and they will conspire to let it rest, thinking, perhaps, that we &
at their mercy: though, on this point, it would, perhaps, astonish them
know how wide-spread is an honest faith in that which they pretend
despise, and, I wilf.dd,’ how much more widely known than they think s
the facts they are vainly trying to burk.

I will only add that while 1 do not think the verses I sent are very wonder!
in themselves, I think them worthy of any cultivated and pure-minded bein
and I think that many readers, even of Punch, will feel with me that the ve
verse it has quoted is the only thing worth reading in the insipid notioe I rel
to, and that it stands there a rebuke to the vacant laugh of the buffoon and t
coarse grin of the fool. Yours faithfully,

Tee Avrsor or “‘S8x Mowrss' ExrErsxce ar Ho
or SrmiT-CoMMUNION.”
P.8.—The verse quoted by Punch is :—
 When spirits guide your trembling souls,
And love flows down incessantly,

Thou%lil loud on earth the thunder rolls,
In Heaven you’ll rest eternally.”

THE SPIRIT HOPE.

Dear spirits, ye have pass’d from earth,
And borne the throes of second birth ;
‘We may not feel, nor see, nor hear,
Yet know ye to be ever near.

Instinctive faith, revealed truth,

Teach childhood, manhood, age and youth,
That love is of the soul and lives,

‘When Death not death but freedom gives.

Help us, ye messengers of God,

To use His staff and bear His rod ;

Help us to keep our hearts from rust,

By fervid faith and hopeful trust.

Ye hear our prayer, and ye too pray,

For guard and guidance on our way

Through life, in solemn thought and talk, .

To walk as He would have us walk. T~

S. C. H.
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THE SPIRITUALISM OF ANCIENT EGYPT:
THE GREAT PYRAMID: WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF ITS
CONSTRUCTION ?

By Tromas' BrEvioR.

Eaypr is the sphinx of history: the land of mystery and
marvel, of astrology, alchemy, magic ; the cradle of civilization,
the birth-place of arts and sciences ;—of mathematics, astronomy,
chemistry, navigation; whilst, to quote the words of Bunsen,
“the onginality and eminence of the ancient Egyptians in
architecture, in plastic art, in monumental painting and in
symbol-writing, every line, curve and point conveying a definite
idea, are universally acknowledged.” Egypt was a great empire—
A land of just and old renown—

famous for its wisdom ere Israel was a people, or * the fath
of the faithful” wandered with his flocks over the Plaim
Mamre. No wonder that the Jews who so long dwelt im 1

as a subject race, and their great lawgiv

Court of the Pharoahs, initiated into the occult lod
priesthood, should have ilrought thence many of their tr..
customs, rites, ceremonies, laws and institutions; nor th:'
later day the philosophers of Greece should have r-
thither and spent years in studying the wisdom of Eg:

in intercourse with its learned men.

For that wisdom extended not only to many bru:
physical science and of the arts, but to civg government, «
religion—the latter not as misunderstood, corrupted and :
in 1ts diffusion by the ignorant multitude in & late:

N.8.~—IIL
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as taught in their earlier books and mysteries, and as conceived
by the initiated. These carly thinkers were close observers and
careful students of both the macrocosm and the microcosm;
they had decp moral discernment and spiritual intuition;
were profountﬁy impressed with the mystery of life and
organization ;—with the awe, the beauty, and the majesty of
Nature ;—the order and grandeur of creative power as manifested
in the clear shining stars whose position and movements they
so diligently studied—in the bencficent majestic mighty river,
whose overflow fertilized their land and brought plenty to
their homes ; and its enemy and theirs the arid desert ;—the
respective types of the perpetual conflict between good and evil
which they saw around them, and the mystery of which they so
deeply pondercd. Their conceptions of God, of the moral
government of the world, of the Soul and the Future Life, and
the relation between man’s character and his destiny, shew
them to have been a solemn serious-minded thoughtful people;
as llerodotus expressly affirms given to religion above all
the nations of antiquity. Their astrology was in part spiritual.
Their magic was theurgic. Briicker says: it ‘“consisted in
the performance of certain religious cercmonics or incanta-
tions, which were supposed, through the agency of
demons, to produce supernatural effects.” Thez believed that
every human being had an attendant spirit from birth to death
that beneficent spirits preserved health, while evil spirj.
entcred into men and produced fits and other diseases. T~ %
belief (not unlike the doctrine of Swedenborg) was prob” ‘&
connected with their magnetic treatment of the sici; w.. 1
clairvoyance and cntrancement, with which they evidently were
familiar, and all of which they associated with religion. Es-
ecially werc they engrossed with the idea of the Future
gtate, and in preparation for it. -As Harriet Martineau re-
marks—“ The unscen world became all in all to them; and
the visible world and present life of little more importance than
as the neccssary introduction to the higher and greater.” They
conceived creation to consist of three grand departments. First,
'came the earth, or zone of trial, wherc men live on probation;
next, was the atmosphere, or zone of temporal punisﬁment and
purification, where men are afflicted for their sins; the—4hjrd
realm was the zone of blessedness—the screne heaven, whe:
the good dwell for ever in immortal peace and joy. Lusebius
says, “ The Egyptians rcpresented the universe in two circles,
one within the other, and a serpent with the head of 3
hawk twining his folds around them;” thus forming three
apheres, earth, firmament, divinity. Not a little of the thought
of old Egypt may indeed be traced under other names and
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forms, and translated into modern la.nhgua.ge, in the theology,
philosophy and speculation of modern Europe.

The key to the hieroglyphic writing of ancient Egypt which
has been found enables us to unlock many a secret chamber of
thought and knowledge which for thousands of years had
remained closed; and though much still remains to be learned,
that which has been gained is of marked significance not alone
to the archaologist and the historian, but to the philosopher and
to all who take interest in the study of human nature, and
especially of the ideas and inner life of man. Besides the scanty
notices of ancient writers, three sources of this knowledge have
been laid open to us. First, the papyrus rolls, one of which
was placed in the bosom of every corpse after it had under-
gone the process of embalment. This roll, inscribed with
hieroglyphics, contains the names of the deceased and his
parents, prayers he is to recite, and scenes and experiences that
await him in the unseen state. According to Bunsen, some of
these compositions were ancient five thousand years ; and
are taken from the primitive sacerdotal literature. This is the
view not only of Bunsen, but of Mr. Samuel Birch, of the
Royal Society of Literature, who has given us a translation of
this most important of their sacred books. ¢ The rhapsodic
and religious aspirations found in this Book of the Dead, contain
the germs of speculative as well as ethical philosophy, Many
of its teachings relative to the nature of (god (d)siris) as the
universal soul of the world; the immortality of man; the

ardian care of the gods; the return of ascended spirits;
mvocations offered to departed ancestors, with formulas intended
. to act as charms upon evil spirits to avert their hostility, are
interesting and absolutely wonderful, considering the thousands
of years that have rollec{ into eternity since they were chisclled
on solid rocks, or penned on the hieratic papyri of the oldest
dynasties.” In this book, we find that the old Egygtians
represented the soul in man by a hawk with human head and
arms, to personify its volatile and solar (or celestial) character
and human intelligence ; and that it is to them we are primarily
indebted for the pheenix, as a symbol of the spirit risen from
the ashes of the body. In chapter xiii, the departed spirit is
represented as saying in reference to the body, I went in as a
hawk, I came out as a pheenix.” Again, these Egyptians
did not regard the spirit as a mere unbodied essence, but
believed that as on earth it had a material body, so in the
world of spirits it has a spiritual body. Bunsen tells us that in
their religious system “ there is not a shadow of the abominable
materialistic doctrine of absorption of the soul into the universe:

on the contrary, the soul living with God, is in a stele
2
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consciousness of divine life ; the soul continues to have an organ
(body), as Osiris has his body in the sun.” They also con-
sidered that to God, the father of the soul, the Eternal, every
soul born into this world is tending through the darkness of
death. In chapter ix, the departed spirit is spoken of as the
beloved son ofp his father (Osmris). ¢ He has been secn pumng
from the gate: he has come from the mummy a prepared spirit.
One short pa more, only, I give from this most ancient book.
T quote it, as illustratin tie clevated conceptions of and
of moral obligation, to which, in these early timnes, the thoughtfal
mind of Egypt had attained. ‘ If words are spoken in

the interior ofP a man is no secret to him who made it. If words
are spoken boastfully or openly, he is present with thee, though
thou be alone.” V(’e!l may we regard with reverence these
“ aspirations of the highest instincts of our race, and of d
individual ethic thought akin to sacred trust, and to the spiri
philosophy and pious faith of later timnes.” Secondly, the
ornamental cases in which thc mummies are enclosed are
painted all over with scenes setting forth the realities and
events to which the soul of the dead occupant has passed in
the other life. Thirdly, the various fates of souls are sculptured
and painted on the walls in the tombs. livery man’s grave
was made a biography. The scenes of his life were frescoed on
the walls of his chamber, or sculptured on his coffin, or brilliantly
painted on the grave clothes that bound him. In the same way
the national history, the law and religion of the country, are
written on public buildings. With the exception of the Pyrs-
mids, all the ruined temples and palaces of Egypt are covered
with sculptures and painting. At g[erculaneum and Pompeii we
have pages from the history of ancient Italy. In the Nineveh
sculptures, we have in stone the grotesque conceptions and
some of the history of the Assyrians. But in Egyptian
antiquities, we haver;] t herself living and moving be%ore us.
Surrounded as Egypt is on three sides by desert, moisture—one
great agent in decay—is almost unknown. The winds from
the east, west, and south, have all their moisture drunk up by
the burning sand, while the clouds that come from the hf’e(h-
terranean carry their rain to the mountains of Syene or of the
Moon. The effect is that fragments of temples which Cambyses
threw down four-and-twenty centuries ago still retain their
polish, while on the walls of roofless buildings, the figures and
even the colouring may be traced. The very obelisk of
Alexandria, which has been in ruins for sixteen centuries,
i as fresh and as sharp on the north or protected side, as
if it had come within a few years from the workman’s hands.
‘Without, however, cntering particularly into the knowledge
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gained from these several sources I shall perhaps bring
the substance of it most vividly before the reader in the
words of Harriet Martineau, in her Fastern Life, Past and
Present. (Vol. 1. chap. xv.) I give the principal passages, as
containing the best popular account I remember to have met
with concerning their knowledge of what are called “ the Occult
Sciences,” and their ideas of the spiritual world.

“ About their Oracles, Magic, and Medicine ;—it. is need-
less, and therefore unjust, to attribute to them any artifice
or insincerity. All who have duly inquired into that class
of natural facts know that among human faculties exist
those of perception or apprehension of distant and of future
events; and some powers of sympathetic operation, whoso
nature and limits are as yet but Iiittle understood. Those
powers are as yet but too little inquired into, notwithstandin
the example and exhortations of Bacon, Cuvier, Laplace, an
other philosophers who were rendered by their philosophy meek
enough to learn from nature. Finding, as we do, indisputable
proofs that at present the human being is capable of various
states of consciousness, and of knowing events which are hap-
pening afar, and of fore-knowing events which arc future,—
sometimes spontaneously, and sometimes by means of an agency
purposely employed ;—knowing, on the otger hand, that history
abounds with records which everybody believes more or less, of
prophecy, of preternatural (so-called) knowledge, of witcheraft,
unaccountable sympathies, and miraculous cures ; we have every
reason to suppose that the Egyptian priesthood encountered and
held the facts which some of? us encounter and hold, and em-

loyed them as sincerely and devoutly as they employed other
?a.cts in natural philosophy. It is probable that the oracles were
true: and we have no right to dl:)nbt that the priests believed
them true,—as earnestly as they believed that they could cure
the sick whom they carried into their temples, and on whose heads
they religiously laid their hands, with vocations to the gods.
The faculties which drew the attention of Bacon and others
are found more vigorous, morc spontancous, and more casily
excitable among orientals than among oursclves. If we find, by
the half-dozen, merely by opening our minds to the fact, cases of
far-seeing and fore-seeing, and curative power, it i3 probable
that such cases were familiar to the heathen priesthood of old}
and that they sincerely believed that persons so gifted held a
revealing commission from the gods. hile fully aware of the
means necessary for eliciting the faculty, and using those means,
the priest might wait on the spcech of the oracular somnambale
believing it to proceed from the veritable inspiration of the go¢
This is not the place for bringing together the evidents W
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exists about the dealings of the Egyptian priests with the sick
and infirm: but it is curious; and it shews no cause for the
assumption that they were jufglers, or in any way insincere in
their practice. They probably believed that they should give
relief by ¢ the touching with the hands,” which, as Solon tells us,
¢ will immediately restore to health’ when soothing medicines are
of no avail ; ang by that ¢ stroking with gentle hands’ which
Zschylus says was to be had on the Nile:* and they were
probably justified in their belief by the results. Nothing buts
very large proportion of cures will account for the continued
celebrity otP any scat of health during a sequencoe of many
centuries,

‘ As to the oracles, there were many in Egypt; and they were
famous from the carliest times of which we have any record.
The two most celcbrated were those of Amun Ra, in the
QOasis of Amun; and that of Buto in the city of that name.t
Herodotus tells a curious story of the establishment of the
Oracles of Amun Ra and of Dodonaj He heard two ver-
sions ;—one from the priests of Amun at Thebes; the other
from the priestesses of the oracle at Dodona. The Greek
&‘riestesses told him that two black doves were carried off from

hebes ; one of which went into the Lybian desert, and the
other came to Dodona, perched on an oak, and spoke, sayi
that it was the will of the king of the gods that he should m
an oracle there. The dove which flew to the Lybian Qasis
delivered a similar command there from Amun Ra. The story
of the Theban priests to Herodotus was that two women, sacred
to the god, were carried off from Thebes by the Pheenicians, and
set up oracles at the Oasis and at Dodona. They were robably
carried off for the sake of that power of prevision which had
caused their consecration at Thebes, and which they exercised
afterwards at the two new oracular seats. Ierodotus sag
expressly that there were no priestesses in Egypt:§ yet it is
certain that women of the priestly caste were, in one way:. or
another, employed and consecrated about the temples ; and in
all purity and honour. They were probably the utterers of the
oracle; and might be also the dispenscrs of health in the
sanctuaries. Among so large a body as that of the Kgyptian
priesthood, it is probable that therc was never any want of
somnambules, who would be looked upon as chosen by the god
of the region to deliver his oracles; and who would do it, while
the faculty worked clearly (which we now find to be rarely for

* ¢ Prometheus to Io: *There Zeus will render you sane, stroking you with
ntle hand, and simply touchinE you.! ‘This sanctuary at Canopus was cele-
rated for the cures wrought by the god.”

t % Herod. 11,38  { “ Herod. 11, 54,55 @ * Herod. IL., 357



THE BPIRITUAL MAGAZINE. 55

any long time) ; and without any need of jugglery at the time,
or occasion to suspect it now. Diodorus Siculus tells us of a
daughter of Sesostris who seems to have had the faculty as
cminently as Joan of Are, exercising it with regard to her
father's victorics as Joan did about her own. Her ather, being
king, was also High-priest, and must bave known how far to
trust his daughter's divination : and he planned his proceedings,
and prepared for his conquests, under her direction.* Herodotus
observes that. this Theban oracle, and that of Dodona are much
like cach other:t that the art of foretelling future events, as
practised in the Greek temples, was derived from Egypt: and
that it is certain that the Egyptians were the first of the human
race who established feasts and public assemblies, processions, and
the manner of approaching God and holding intercourse with
Ilim: and that the Greeks had borrowed these customs from the
Egyptians. . . . . . . .

“ ]t appoars that there was a lake made near every capital
city in Egypt,} for the transit of the dead ; and a sacred boat, to
bear the hearse; and a boatman, whose official name, written in
Greek, was Charon.§ The funeral train were obliged to pass
over this lake on the way to the tomb; but they might return by
land. The purpose of the obligatory custom of crossing the lake -
was that all the dead might pass through the same ordcal before
admission to their ¢ cternal Kabitations,' as the priests called the
tomb. This ordcal was judgment by the forty-two | assessors
who, on earth, performed the first stage of the work which was
to be completed by the forty-two heavenly asscssors, who
awaited the dead within the threshold of the unseen world.
Notice was given to these judges of the day of the funcral; and
they stood in a half circle on the nearer shore of the lake,
awaiting the arrival of the funeral train. Any person might
accuse the deccased in their presence of any immoral act. If
the accusation was proved, the deceased was not allowed to pass.
If the accuser coullc)l not substantiate his story, he was scverel

unished. Even kingsY have been known to he turned
from the place of embarkation, when acts of injustice have been
proved against them : and it appears that Tg;iests had
excmption than others from this ordeal. se of
dead who had left a family behind them were =
and their mummy-cases set upright against th
chamber; a perpetual spectacle of shame, snd:
families, who suffered acutely from the disgrn:

* ¢ [Vilkinson's Ancient Egpptians, 1.,261."  +
} * Wilkinson's Ancient Egyptians, V., 420."
| ** According to Champollion.”
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happened. Those who were poor and friendless, as well as
vicious, were put into the ground where the rejection took place ;
and this was the shore where their melancholy ghosts wandered,
if poets say true, pining for the Elysian fields which lay beyond ;
those Elysian ﬁeltfs * being the beautiful meadows which, m the

rincipal burial-place of the Nile valley, at Memphis, extended
Eoyon the lake of the dead, all flowery with lotus and blossom-

"8 & After pormission to pass on had be by the judges,
r permission to on en given by the ju
an_eulogy che the deec.easel:l‘:.t‘s and a prayer to the gods for his
welfare In Hades, were read by one of the officiating priests ;
and Charon proceeded in his ferrying. When the opposite shore
was reached, and the procession landed, the ground was sprinkled
before the wheels of the funeral car; and sometimes palm-
branches were strewn in the way.} The body was sometimes
crowned with amaranth or other everlastings, or with bay-leaves
or fresh flowers.”$ . . . . . . . .

Thus much before the sealing up of the tomb. What
afterwards ? :

% As he had passed the external judgment, he was believed
by the mourners without to be assured of re-umion, in his
immortal essence, with the Supreme, from whom alt being
emanates. The family have likened him, in the preparation of his
body, to Osiris, and have painted the emblems of Osiris on his
envelope; and will henceforth call him by that sacred name.
The offerings they bring, and will continue to bring occasionally,
are not consecrated to their mortal comrade, but to the portion
of divinity which dwelt in him.—They place behind their altar
of offerings the images of Isis and Nepthys, the First and the
Last: and believe that the First and the Last attend at the head
and feet of the body, as long as it remains in the tomb.§ The
think of him as ﬁmiing his way in the untried regions, whi
they yet seem to themselves to know so familiarly. He leaves
behind him the eulogy which is inscribed on the entrance wall of
his tomb, and is met by Thoth, the conductor of the dead, by
whom he is fetched away, and led on to a more fearful judgment
than that man’s judgment by the shore of the lake which he has
passed with honour. He is announced, according to his legend
thus :—* Arrival of a soul in Amenti.” His secret faults, an
his sins of omission, of which men could be no judges, are now
to come under review ; and Thoth, whose legend || s:lares him
‘the Secretary of Justice of the other great gods,” is to pro-

® ¢ Diodorus, 1,96  + * Ibid, V., 4217 t “ Ibid, V., 423.0

2 ¢ Wilkinson's Ancient Eyyptians, V., 416.” | * Champollicn Lettres,
A n 27 ' | po
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duce his book, in which he has recorded the whole moral life of the
soul come to judgment.—The forty-two heavenly assessors are
believed to represent the forty-two sins which the Egyptians
believed man to be subject to. Each searched the newly-arrived
soul, and declared its condition in t to the ¥articula.r sin.
Then came the trial of the balance. The symbol of the actions of
the candidate are placed in one scale, and the symbol of integrit
in the other. Thoth looks on, ready to record. Horus hold{
the hand of the candidate, and the dog watches the procea3
ready to turn on the condemned if his scale should be ¢ foun
wanting.’ If all is well, he advances in front of the balance,
and finds the infant Horus seated on his lotus-blossom before
the throne; and on the throne is the Judge, prepared to
welcome him by raising the end of his sceptre, and to permit
him to enter among the gods within. Of the happy state, little
was revealed, because, as it was declared, ¢the heart of man
could not conceive of it.” Almost the oniy particular declared
was that there was a tree of Life,* on whose fruit the
wrote the names of mortals destined to immortality, and whose
fruit made those who ate of it to be as gods. His relatives
thought of him as wearing on his head, as a mark of his justi-
fication, the feather of integrity : and they wrote beside his name,
from that time forward, the name of the goddess of Justice;
a practical %?ivalent to that of affixing the epithet ¢ justified’ to
his name. is goddess of Justice, Thmei, is present during the
trial of the soul: and she is identified in the sculptures by her
legend ¢ Thmei, who lives in Amenti, where she weighs heartsin
the balance ;—no sinner escapes her.'t

 The survivors of any one for whom a burial has been
obtained, but who might be suspected of unfitness for the
heavenly mansions, were enabled to form but too clear an idea of
his fate; for the pains of the wicked could be conceived of by
human imagination, though the immortal pleasures of the just
could not. The purgatory of the Egyptians was in fact described
definitcly enough : and the representations of it in the tombs
give a strange sensation to the gazer before he has become
. accustomed to them. At the extreme end of a large tomb at
Thebes, I saw some marks on the black and stained wall which
made me hold my candle nearer, and persevere till I had made
out the whole sculpture, which gave me at last the impression of
a bad dream. A hopeless-looking pig, with a bristling back,
was in a boat, the stern of which was towards the heavenly
regions. Two monkeys were with it, one at the bow, and the
other whipping or driving the pig. This was a wicked soul,

# ¢« The Persea.”  + ‘‘ Champollion: Lettres sur U Egypte
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sent back to earth under, the conduct of the agents of Thoth.
The busy and gleeful look of the monkeys, and the humbled
aspect of the pig were powerfully given. This was the lowest
state of the punished soul; but it would have to pass through
some very mournful ones, and for a very long time,—to
probably a wolf, a scorpion, or a kite, or some other odious
creature, in weary succession,—for a term of from three thou-
sand to ten thousand years. This was called passing through
its ¢ orbit of necessity.’’” * :

In connection with E yPY nothing has excited more universal
interest than the Pyrami%s. The science, ekill, and labour, and
the appliances of art unknown to us now cmployed in their
construction, and their enduring character, excite wonder and
astonishment. The Great Pyramnd is the oldest known monument
in the world. Its date is no longer a mystery ; it is now known
to be the work of men who lived 5,000 years ago. The names
of the Pharoahs who raised these edifices have been found inscribed
in it, and they are the same as those given by llerodotus and
Manetho. But the purposes they were designed to serve is still
matter of controversy. That these purposcs were connected
with magic and necromancy was first suggested to my mind by
a spirit, communicating through an entranced person, who
affirmed himself to be an Egyptian who lived when the (ireat
Pyramid was being built. I have since met with quite an
unexpected confirmation of this theory.

1n an able article which appeared in The Builder (September
24, 1864), reviewing the hypothesis put forward by Mr. John

#* Those who care to make further researches into this subject may consult
among other works Wilkinson's Manners and Cuxtoms of the Ancient Egyptians,
Keurick’s dncient E’ygpt. Pettigrew’s History of Eqyptian Mummies, Mr. Child's
Progress of Religious ldeas, Alger's Critical Llistory of the Doctrine of a Future
;;'[e, Part II, chapter v., and, above all, Bunsen's Lgypt's Place in Universal

wtory. The following is one of many passages that might be quoted from
the last named work, shewing the high estimate its author had formed of both
the positive and comparative excellence attained in ancicnt Egypt:—

“ From the very ecarliest time they (the Egyptians) abolished human
sacrifices, which they declared to be an abomination unto the gods; whereas in
Palestine, Byria, and cuitivated Pheenicia and Carthage, sacrifices continued
to be offered to Moloch, as being the very climax in religious worship. . .
Many indeed of tho Kings of Judah and Israel caused their children to ¢ pass
through the fire! Eg 'Et was rich in culture, and possessed a high national civili-
zation in the times of K raham and Joseph, which they owed to tﬁe ethic character
of their religion, and tho intellectuality of their religious philosophy. . . The
oracles of the gods were communicated alike to kings and priests. Incubation
in the temples, dreams, and most probably clairvoyance, were the mediums by
which the religious feelings were worked up above those of the waking state.
No trace is found in Egypt of the intoxicating potions, the beating of drums,
the ringing of bells, and that violent excitement so rife among the Turauian.
Iranian and Semetic races . . . Everything we know of their domestic and
social relations is worthy of our highest rcspect. Even in Egypt civil liberty is
old, and dcspotism was a dynastic innovation.”
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Taylor and Professor Smyth that the Great id was designed
as Z standard of mea.surzglent—-an h; thmgarded byg'tlhe
reviewer as highly improbable. Mr. John E. Dove, puts for-
ward some speculations on the subject of a highly interesting
kind, and which we proceed to lay before our readers. He

says :—
T But if this new hypothesis must go the way of all the others,

is there no Xossibility of otherwise accounting for the certainly
strange and mysterious conformation of the Great Pyramid ?
This we will say,—that if the mystery shall ever be revealed,
this must be done through a consideration of the ancient practices
and doctrines, as well as structures, of the ancient Egyptians
themselves ; aided, probably, by a like consideration of structures
analogous or similar to the Egyptian Pyramids, and of practices
and doctrines connected witzpsuch structures, among other
nations. " ' . |  the B p

¢ But what are the peculiarities of the Egyptian Pyrami
and especially of the Grgi: Pyramid ? yramide

“ To whatever other purposes these pyramids (perhaps the
Great Pyramid excepted) may have been originally devoted,—
at least n their first desiin,—we believe there can be no doubt
that they were used for the burial of kings or other great per-
sons. Generally speaking, they were built of solid masonry,
with comparatively little open space in their interior: indeed,
a long low narrow passage, or ‘ transe,’ leading downwards to a
subterranean chamber, tn which was a sarcophagus, or stone coffin
occupied by a mummy, and covered by a ponderous lid, cemented
down, may be said to have essentially constituted the entire
arrangement. As for the Great Pyramid, however, there is
this peculiarity, that, while it possesses the descending passage
and the subterranean or sepulchral chamber, another and as-
cending passage strikes off out of the descending one, far short
of its sepulchral issue ; and, after opening up suddenly into a
still ascending or sloping and magnificent gallery, of great
height, ends in the vestibule or outer chamber lea&inﬁ to the
hall, or large and well-ventilated apartment, in which stan:
the ‘open chest without a lid,’ which has so often been vis
and described. This chest, or kist, then ¢ the one only thir
the pyramid’s huge entrails,’ as Sandys has it, is the ev:
analogue of the subterranean sarcophagus or coffin of the ¢
pyramids; but it is without a sign of ever having had a
and is the sole occupant of a splendid hall of polished
34 feet 3 inches long, 17 feet 1 inch broad, 19 feet 1 inch h
and placed 138 feet up from the ﬁ'round-basc of the pyramid
the rock; beneath which base, still 90 fect 8 inches further dov
is the subterranean or sepulchral chamber. The Winga:
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moreover, is most skilfully and thoroughly well ventilated by
two air channels, running upwards, one to the northern surface
of the pyramid, 233 feet long, and the other to the sou

174 feet long; so that the cﬁxmber. is regarded as one

more likely to have been used by the living than by the dead. Still,
the likeness to the other pyramids might lead us to consider it
merely as the abode of that deatk on which the Egyptians were
ever meditating, were it not that there are historical reco
such as that of biodoms, that it never was used for burial ; an
there are no traces of grooves, catch-pins, or other fastenings
for a lid, nor of any process of cementation, whereby the lid of

& 8arco was as usual fastened down.* .
¢ If this apartment never was the abode of death, however,
it must undoubtedly have been used for an analogous s

and, considering the known practices of magicians, such as the
ancient Egyptian hierophants were, the very obvious purpose of
using it in that stmilitude of death—the oracular entrancement
of initiation—(in those ‘dead in the flesh but quickened by the
spirit,’ in fact), which they are known to have practised in what
was called ¢ the temple sleep,” and ‘the blessed life of the
gods,’ at once presents itself. This similitude of death was the
8y pos, or ¢ death in a higher sense,’ which they ascribed
to their Hermetic or Mercurial god. The death of ¢ the pit of
corruption’ beneath, was thus Erobably contrasted with the holy
death of the god-posscssed hierophants above; and, in the
attainment of the higher state, or the ¢ exchange of this life for
the blessed life of the gods,’ as Iamblichus, on the Egyptian
Mysteries, describes it, the novitiates incurred certain obstacles
and terrors of darkness and light, and ran certain risks of
falling into the pit, or of otherwise ending their career far short
of the high and grand ulterior object which the hierophants had
in view.

% But do we find anything similar to such magical structures
and ?ractices amongst other nations? Unquestionably we do.

“ The Mithratic cavern, or cell, of the Cabiri, according to
Faber, though sometimes subterraneous, also sometimes lay
concealed in the centre of enormous buildings of the pyramidal
form; or, as in the tower of Belus at Babylon, in a temple at
the to%of the pyramid, with a shrine at the bottom. The tem-
ple of Belus, which was reached by a winding passage round the

amid, stood exactly in such a position as the temple of

uddha now does in modern Chaityas in Ava and Siam,—at
the top of seven stories. Like the Great Pyramid itself, the
Tower of Belus—at that great centre of sorcery or magical

* “On this question see also a review of Taylor’s work in the Builder of
17th Docember, 1859.”
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sracﬁees—-Babylon, has been erroneously supposed to have been
evoted to astronomy. That is quite inconsistent with what
Herodotus tells us of it. He says that the temple above the
shriné—the apartment for the hving, in fact, above the tomd of
the dead—contained a golden ta':ﬂe and an elegant bedstead
(like the ¢ beautiful couch’ of the. Egyptian god-possessed) ; and
that a chosen priestess lay upon the and was there visited
by the god Belus (or Baal), by night, which obviously means
that the priestess became god- in this ¢high-place of
Baal,'—this temple of the pyramid,—Dby night, through entrance-
ment, as an or:mclez whose responses, while in ¢holy rest,’ or
(Buddhist) ‘repose,” were probably written down, as Sibyline
leaves, at the golden table.

“ yra.midgl“ barrows, with temples at the top of which were
called ¢ the kouse of the god,’ are common even in America; and
such barrows, though without the outward temple, are scattered
all over Asia and Europe, and are to be found even in this
country and in Ireland. Such is the immense one at New
Grange, which has one known and curious central chamber, or
sorcery-hall, as the similar one at Maeshowe is runically inscribed.
This central hall is, in all cases, reached by a long, low, narrow
passage, or transe, just such as that of the Egyptian pyramids.
The plan in the central chamber, or sorcery-hall, at New
Grange, is cruciform ; and at one side is a rude stone ¢ bason,’ as
as it has been called, on the earth, with an inscription (in Og am
orin Runic characters) which has been translated as,—‘ The
tombe of the hero ;’ (the abode of the dead ;) while at the other
side of the cross is another stone ¢ bason,’ standing—not on the
earth, but—on the rock of the site, with an inscription which
has been translated as—‘ the Aouse of God’ (thc abode of the
gvin_q God). The chamber is dedicated ¢ to the Great Mother,

8.’ #

P That the Great Pyramid was a tcmple,—or rather, contained
a temple,—seems to have been a very general idea; and even
Professor Smyth himself calls it a temple. A section of the ¢ con-
secrated oratory,’ as Greaves calls the high chamber, or sorcery-
hall, has, together with its outer apartment, all the appearance
of a section of an Egyptian temple; and the inner chamber has
been even called the sanctuary, as well as the oratory. On the
supposition that the lowest chamber in the subterranean we
devoted to death, and the highest to life in the ¢similitude ¢
death,’—or to god-possession, or the oracle, in entrancement,~
it is probable tﬁat e middle chamber, between these two, had
some relationship to that other similitude and ¢ brother’ of death

# “ For further remarks on this subject, see a letter hy J. . Duve, *Oun
Wing and other 8ymbols,’ in the Builder of 16th October, LIRN o
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which is neither the accursed death of corruption .nor the holy
and blessed death of entrancement, but the natural and dail
death of sleep, the ¢ brother’ both of death, on the one
and of entrancement, on the other.

¢ Keeping in view the deathlessness to which the tgod—poueued

ired, as among the Druidical ¢ deathless brotherhood,’ the
Greek and other 1mmortal gods * and the Buddhist undecaying
illuminati in the ¢ salvation’ of i‘]’irvana.;'l‘ the conclusion, as to
the origin of the Gireat Pyramid, to which Professor Smyth
comes, from a consideration of historical records, is rather re-
markable.

“ The ¢ Hyksos,’ or ¢Shepherd Kings,” were an historical
race, who invaded Egypt as conquerors at a period of extreme
antiquity,—long before the sojourn of the Israclites in Egypt.

* “Beienee, genius, and immortality were said to be the fruits of initiation
into the mysteries of the Greek Ceres and the Egyptian Isis;—not 80 much the
fruits of the mere initiation into the life of entrancement, or * life of the gods,
however, as of the continued and daily or nightly ‘practice of that life, or the
¢ often exchanging this lifo for the blessed life of the gods,’ as Iamblichus
expresses it. Thus initiation was merely the initiative; and it was this initi-
ative through which Triptolemus, or Demophdon, was said by Homer to be
‘passing when the divine mother, Ceres, or Isis, was interrupted, by the terror of
natural mother, during the goddess’s immortalizing work upon her son’s
dying body, every night, upon his bed, in her temple, at his father’s house.

nder the divine influence of the goddess, as Homer's Hymn, ‘In Cererem,
has it, the novitiate of the second birth, or Child of ‘ the Great Mother,’—

‘ Grew like an offspring of ethereal race :
Health crown’d his frame and beauty deck’d his face :
No mortal food he ate: the Queen, adored,
Around him oft ambrosial odours pour'd,
OI{I as the child was on her bosom laid,
8he heavenly influence to his soul convey'd. :
At night, to purge from earthly dross his frame
8he kindled on th' earth th’ annealing Flame;
And, like a brand, unmark’d by human view,
Amid the Fire, wide blazing frequent threw
The unconscious Child : his parents wond’ring trace
Something divine,—a more than mortal grace,—
Shine in his form,'—
until ‘ one fatal night,’ when his mother saw ¢ Consuming flames around hi
body roll,’ and then ¢ Wrath seized the goddess,’ and she—

‘ Furious thus began : Oh, mortals vain !

Whose folly counteracts what gods ordain :

Who, l(‘);.t‘ mn ms mf:_aze, will nedver know,
Approaching ings from impending woe!

Long, for the rashness that thy Soul possess'd,

8hall keen reflection agonize thy breast ;

For, by that oath which binds the powers supremo,
I swear ;—by sable Styx—infernal stream ;—

Else, had thy son, in Fouth’s etual prime,
Shared heavenly joys, and mock’d the rage of Time,
But now 'tis past | from fate he cannot gy;

Man's common lot is bis : he breathes to die.”

+ * See *On Bird and othor Symbols' in the Builder of 15th January, 1859.”
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Manetho, who lived some centuries after Herodotus, says of
these Hyksos,—‘There came up from the east, in a strange-
manner, men of an ignoble race, who had the confidence to
invade our country, and easily subdued it by their [magical ?]
power, without a battle;’ and, after several reigns, they
capitulated with a valorous Egyptian monarch, and left the
country ¢ quickly, and entirely, with all their people and goods;
and did so leave 1t going b?' way of the Desert, towards Syria,
where they built Jerusalem.” That these Hyksos were not the
Israclites is evident, not only from what Manetho says of their
invasion, but also from his separate and subsequent allusion to
tho Israelites. Still, they would appear to have been of a
kindred race; and Professor Smyth ingeniously suggests that
that most mysterious character, Melchizedec, {(ing of Salem
[or Jerusalem 2], King of Peace and Righteousness, to whom
Abram did obeisance as to his superior, and who was a high
priest of the ‘order’ to which, according to St. Paul (Hebrews
v. 6.), even Jesus himself belonged, was probably the very king
who invaded Egypt, and built the Great Pyramid as one of
those gricvous tasks to which the Hyksos put the Egyptians.
And accordingly, Profcssor Smyth finds allusions to the
pyramidal form in scriptural passages such as those which refer
to Jesus Christ as the Eead stone of the corner, the chicf corner
stone, and ¢ the head stone of the great mountain.” That the
Great Pyramid was not designed (though it was built) by the
Egyptians themselves, Professor Smyth concludes not only from
the utter want in this pyramid of those hieroglyphics of which
the Egyptians were (afterwards?) so fond, but also from what
Herodotus says of its immediate directors or orderers, that they
were hated by the native Egyptians.

“ Now the origination o?t 1¢ pyramidal form in Egypt from
the farther cast would be quite in accordance with the numerous
traces of the spread of such structurcs westwards even from
India, whence it is probable also that the Egyptian doctrines
emanated ; and, in reference to ¢ the deathless brotherhood ’ who
constructed and used such pyramids or barrows for religions

urposes, or as sorcery-halls, in this country,—or at least.
Yreland and in Orkney,—it is a notable circumstance, of whj
Professor Smyth takes no account, that it is said of the my
rious Mclchizedee, King of Salem, or Jerusalem, that he had
¢ the power of an endless life’ (Ilchrews vii.) ; or was, in fact, -
‘the order’ of that ¢deathless brotherhood’ of etermity, o
children of ‘the divine mother.—*children of the light,’
¢ children of the evening,’ as with the Druids,—or initiated
immortal brothers, as with the Nocturnal Society (Soc:
Noctis) of more classical times ;—and hence (ng w new
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and also a or ason of God*) he was ¢ without [naturl]
father or mother.’ "To this ¢ deathless brotherhood’ of ¢ the
order of Melchizedec,’ as we have said, even Jesus of Nazareth,
the Son of Grod, par excellence, belonged.”

A LEGEND WITH A LESSON.

THE following legend is found in the writer who ioea by the
name of Dionysius the Areopagite. A monk who had assailed
& priest for dealing too leniently, as he thought, with a niem t,
applied to Dionysius for his support. In reply, he rebuked him
severely for his want of mercy, and concludes thus :—

“ I.fy you please, I will recount a divine vision of a saintly
man; and smile not at it, for it is a true story. Once upon a
time when I visited Crete, 1 was entertained by the holy Carpus.
He was a man qualified beyond all others by the purity of his
soul for the vision of God. An unbeliever, so he told me, had
once grieved him by leading a Christian astray to godlessnees,
while the days of rejoicing over his baptism were still being
celebrated. And so, when he ought to have prayed for both in
sincere charity, that by God’s help he might convert the ome
and overcome the other, though he had never been so affected
before, he allowed rancorous enmity and bitterness to sink into
his heart. In this evil state he fel{asleep, for it was eveni
and at midnight, when it was his habit to awake to recite the
divine hymns, he rose from trouble and' broken slumbers, and
even in the midst of his very communion with God was agitated
by unholy sorrow and indignation, as he pleaded that it was not
right that ungodly men should live, peverting the straight paths
otg the Lord. And so saying he prayed God to slay both the
offenders, without itg, by a bolt E‘om heaven. As soon as the
prayer was uttered, he said that he thoughtthat the house in
which he stood was suddenly shaken with great violence and
cloven in twain from the roof, and that a line of light, exceeding
bright, streamed down from heaven to the place where he was
and that heaven itself was opened, and that upon its edﬁ"
Jesus, with innumerable angels in human shape standi g beside
him, This was what he saw above, and as he looked m it he
marvelled. But when he bent downwards he said that he saw
the earth rent asunder with a dark and yawnine%1 chasm, and the
men whom he cursed standing before him at the edge of the chasm,

* ¢ Ag many as are led by the Spirit of God they are the Sons of God.”
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trembling and pitepus, and their footing was 8o unsteady that by
reason of that alone they were on the point of falling into it;
moreover, snakes crawled up from the gulf below, and gliding
about their feet, sought, by every kind of terror and fascination,
to cast them into the pit. {‘here were men also among the snakes
who at the same time assailed the two guilty ones with violent
shakings and thrusts and blows ; and it seemed that they were
about to fall, half willingly, half unwillingly, as they were
dually constrained or seﬁuced by their evil circumstances. i:a
Carpus said that he was delighted to look down, and forgot what
was above; nay, that he was indignant and dissatisfied that,
they bad not already fallen, and vexed that his repeated efforts
to this end had failed of success; and that he cursed them still.
And having with difficulty lifted his eyes upward he saw heaven
again as he had seen it before, and ]esus i pity rise from his
throne, and descend to the wretched men, and reach to them
a loving hand, and the angels helping him, and supporting the
men on all sides. And %m thought that Jesus said to him,
when his hand was now stretched out to smite, ‘Smite me if
{ou will ; for I am ready to suffer again to save men anew ; yea,

would gladly endure this to rescue others from sin. But see
if it be well for thec to make thy abode with snakes in the pit,
aathd{ than with God and the good angels to whom men are

ear i L]
¢ This is what I heard, and I believe that it is true.”

THE RATIONALE OF SPIRITUAL
MANIFESTATIONS.

BY A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

SEVERAL consecutive numbers of the Spiritual Magasi
been kindly forwarded to me, for ~°° T ° °
my sincere thanks. The gencral to
lication are such as entirely approv
The tone is certainly that of piety anc Eye.
free from the narrowness belonging
ism, and equally free from the dark
are characteristic of every ecclesiasti
an enlightened faith in the unerring
a stedfast hope that every human bei
perfections may oppress him at pre
arrive at his destination in heaven.
N.8.—III.
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good and the spirit so broad and enlightened, this Magazine ha
not yet opened and illustrated the grounds of spiritual manifesta
tions ; to which, in one small and extraordinw department, i
bears a brave and consistent testimony. ith the view o
supplying the want which 1 have obscrved, I shall, with the
editor’s permission, endeavour to explain the rationale of all
spiritual manifestations; and afterwards, please God, shall pro-
ceed to indicate the universal importance of the truth unfolded.
as presenting a perpetual revclation of the Will of God
respecting the spiritual condition of His creature man.

That there is an Infinite and Eternal Fountain of life and
existence is clear to most minds. That the Divine Being whe
is the Maker and Sustainer of all things is good and wise,
without a shadow of imperfection, is a proposition that com-
mends itself to my heart and undcratnm{:ng. From this All-
Good and All-Wise Being, who is the only Creator, nothing of
cvil and misery can possibly proceed. Yet in this world, to
no further, we do find an awful amount of wickedness and
wretchedness; and in nature itsclf, which none but God can
Sroducc and preserve, there are deadly poisons, savage and

isgusting animals, famines and pestilences, &c., which certainly
according to the judgment that God has given us, are evils an
blemishes in His creation. Now, as there is but Onc Creator, a
Being of spotless I{uritv and absolute wisdom, how can evils and
malformations and embodicd savagery and consuming maladies
and the entire famnily of wrongs come mto existence? This is the
cxplanation: God, in making man, endows him with free will,
which is essential to manhood. By virtue of free will, man can
live cither according to the Will of the Creator, or he can disobe
this cver-righteous Will.  So far ashe obeys the Creator’s Will,
to that extent he is orderly and happy. But so far as he opposes
the Divine Will, in that same degree arc confusion and misery
introduced into his life and world. The soul, consisting of the
will and understanding, is the primary creation, being that which
is usually denominated spirit; the body, which is the soul itseclf
developed into a bodily form, is the next procecding creation ;
and the world, comprising the three kingdoms of nature, with
all objects of the scuses, is the ultimate ground of creation,
which usually goes by the name of matter, in which the states of the
soul are broug%xt down, spread out, and revealed in a region of
space and time. Thus the soul, the body, and their world are a
great unit of life, which assumes form in threc different degrees
or Ylancs, but is distinctly one. Thus, too, spirit and matter,
or life and its embodiments, or, which is cxactly the same, life
and its phenomena, are the beginning and the ending of &
Jman being ; and all the evils and disfigurements in natare,
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and all its blessings and beauties, are the embodiments and
revealments of blessings and curses in the soul of man; good,
both vital and phenomenal, flowing from harmonious co-operation
with the Lord; and evil, both spiritual and natural, being pro-
duced by man’s violation of the inflowing creative life of God.
Snchy is the universal order of crcation. Every natural
world in the universe is the effectuated life and outward reve-
lation of a world of created beings. . Dream-land is thus
created. All poetical imagery is brought forth after this
manner. The wild fancies of the drunkard, which are called
delirium tremens, burst into existence in this way. The phe-
nomena of death owo their birth to corresponding changes of
mental state. The human soul—willing and thinking here on
the lowest platform of life, viz., that of miécts—when indrawn by
the Lord into a deeper ground of affection and thought, viz.,
that of causes, is evolved into a corresponding body aud a
corresponding world, in which latter its inmost states are repre-
sented in detail, as in the body they are represented in the sum
In this lower statec we are wont to say, that man’s body an
world are natural or material ; but we speak of an angel’s body
and an angel’s world as spiritual. Yet both these bodies and
worlds must be equally sensuous, being the cinbodiments in
sensuous forms, one of human, and the other of angelic life.
Their respective properties must be precisely similar the one to
the other. Why then call the one natural and the other
spiritual, when their tangible, audible, and other qualities are .
alike? 'The distinction is wholly an artificial distinction. If
that which is substantial and solid, which has externeity ant
outline, be natural and material, then the world beyond the vei
created as all other worlds are crcated, may be called natw
and material ; and if a world be spiritual, because it is creal
and preserved by the Great Spirit, then this world 1+ he calu

spiritual. ~ This artificial distinction has arisen fro: "rrent
views which are ordinarily entertained of the con- { the
two worlds. The one is generally supposed to Cilead
materials, and therefore ‘it is called material « v the
other is thought to be differently constitute’ Cealle
spiritual, because this word describes what t. ainds
s{:adowy and mysterious, and yet in some sor- v. B
nevertheless, the two worlds arc equally - .ing .
exposition of mental states, are equally « and 1
and are equally the continual creations of Almi
Creator ; ¥  ine the representative v QU
lowest or miti *# his mind, and - Ly
representativa vhen brought AL
inner or hip td.

-
—-—
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Sensuous worlds of all kinds being created and sustained by
the Creator through the medium of their respective inhabitants,
it is an incontrovertible inference that all phenomena are mani-
festations of spiritual lifc, and that consequently we are always
surrounded by indications of such life. The phenomena of
table-rapping, table-lifting, &c., are no exceptions to this rule,
but are revelations of spirit-life, which may be good or evil,
orderly or disorderly. The fruits, flowers, &c., said to be
si)lonta.ncously produced at recent séances, are proénced, if the
allegation be true (which I have had no opportunity of testing),
not in violation of, but in accordance with, this universal law
of creation; being embodiments to the senses of thoughts and
affections, stirred up in the minds of those who receive them. I
have myself no doubt whatever that the conjuring tricks com-
mon in India—a well-known one being -the production of &
mango tree, which in the space of pcrhags a quarter of an hour
sﬁrings up from the mango-stonc planted then and there before
the eyes of the beholders, puts forth leaves and flowers, and bears
fruit which those present actually cat—are precisely of the same
nature. 'This so-called conjuring has doubtless been handed down
from ancient times in which the above-given law of creation and
correspondence was well understood; these lower and often
ngmd-applications of it being ignorantly produced, by rote

—a5 it were, In accordance with formulas preserved by tradition,
long after the true understanding of them was lost.

On this theory of creation it will appear that whatever may
be the truth in respect to specific cases of alleged spirit-manifes-
tation, (I may observe by the way, that the existence of im-
posturcs and counterfeits affords a strong presumption that there
18 some reality to be counterfeited,) there is at any rate no
& prior? impossibility that these allcged manifestations may be
genuine. They are not, as has been shown, contraventions of
natural law, but merely new developments of it, tending to throw
fresh light upon it from above, which may assist in leading
towards some truer comprehension, in place of the misconcep-
tions of it which have hitherto prevailed. Have we not con-
stantly before us, on every hand, examples of the strange
and melancholy blindness of men of learning and science, wha
talk of laws of nature as if these were causes superseding the
necessity for acknowledging a Great First Cause or Creator;
actually overlooking the sclf-evident fact that, in the first place,
a law implics a law-giver, and that it is, in the second place.
simply a tI(;rmulizcd statcment of the observed effects of which
it is then postulated as the cause! From this blind materialistic
philoso]»hy the world urgently nceds deliverance. ILet none whe
themselves believe, and desire to sce others believe, in something
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betzer than materialism,—-in an A-Good, All-Wise, Divine Pro-
vidence, viz., creating, sustaining, and ruling over all worlds
mental and phenomenal,—turn away with a scoffor a frown from
this strange phenomenon of so-called Spiritualism ; but rather
pause to investigate seriously its reality and significance, lest in
neglecting this tiey should be rcfusing the services of a willing
and most powerful ally in the very causo they have deeply at
heart. Could men but believe that no truth, no fact, whether
scientific, spiritistic, or speculative, can possibly be at variance
with or tend to upset religious truth, but must inevitably con-
firm and strengthen it, because the (iod of our worship is the
God of all truth, how gladly might they hail, and how candidly
investigate all new developments of fait{x and science, instead of
being scared by their fears of everything new into vituperating,
persccuting, or ignoring to the uttermost every new idea or
phenomenon, lest the unknown should prove a foe! Not less
than perfect love does true and enlightened faith cast out fear.
W, Husme-Rorukry,
3, Riclimond Terrace,
Middleton, Manchester,
January 10th, 1868.

OCCASIONAL NOTES.

SUSPENSION OF THE SPIRITISTE JOURNAL 1.\ VERITE OF LYONS.,

Ounr readers will regret to learn that the very valuable
weckly spiritual journal La Verité has ceased to exist. In fact,
on the 10th of March last ycar, it changed its name from La
Verité to La Tribune Universelle, and its cditorshi{[ wholly, a»
in part, from M. Edoux to M. Andrew Pezzani. M. Edor
very able and excellent man, had not found the suppr~

we should have hoped for in a city said to conte
Spiritualists: and was, therefore, compelled to

transfer. We could not anticipate a very long suh

hands of M. Pezzani, a man of endless and very wi

and of a torrent of writing which would drown any nair -

of much larger journals. In fact, from the moment -
passed into his hands, it was occupicd, almost solely, v
theories, and ceased to have the slightest interest for the

rcader. - Instead of the valuable variety of inform .
spiritualistic facts and movements, we had only M. !
Is’;vt'aion des Philosophies et des Théologies, u\A{\n N
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of the Philosophie Methodigue of Strada. We were, therefore,
not surprised to learn from a circular a month or twa ago, that
La Tribune Universelle was, for the present, suspended.

GROWTI OF SPIRITUALISM.

Amongst the proofs of the steady growth of Spiritualiem, and of
the unobtrusive manner in which it is making its way in different
arts of the kingdom, we maycite the example of Wolverhampton.
Q‘Ve are informed that for cight years a single individual stood
alone there in his belief, and couli not get another person in the
town to listen to him on the subject, but that now there is a
society of spiritnalists which num{)ers more than 70 members,
and that there are others in the place, who, though not openly
joining the society, are firm believers. Facts like this are ver
encouraging, and the making of them known to the public
through this Magazine, would be to render a real service to the
cause.

ELONGATION 01-‘ THE PERSON UNDER SPIRITUAL VINFLUENCE.

In the 94th wolume of the Gentleman's Magazine, it is stated
that a woman named Elizabeth Styles, in 1658, who was con-
denmmed as a witch, was declared by a number of respectable
witnesses, to be so strong in her fits, that, though held down
in her chair by four or five persons, by the arms, legs, and
shoulders, she would be. raised out of the chair four or five feet
high, spite of all efforts to keep her down; and have her body
stretched out and elongated far beyond her natural length.
Some persons deposed that, when so stretched out, she appeared
to have holes or rents in her body, as if she were being torn
asunder, but that afterwards her body immediately resumed its
normal condition,

PROFESSOR PEPPER ON SPIRITUALISM.

The following is this gentleman’s advertisement of what he
and Thomas Tobin have jointly invented and “ r:;iistered at
Stationers’ Hall” for whatever that may be worth. If the
registration of the invention should be effectual in preventing
others from perpetrating the samne folly, it will be very useful in
limiting the number of silly exhibitors to two.

Entirely New Scientific Entertainment and Lecture, by Professor J. H.
Pepper, F.C.8., A. Inst. C.E., embracing the New PRETENXDED MANIFESTATIONS
ProM THE Spirir Worip ! which are considered fully in Professor Pepper's New
Lecture, entitled—*‘* FARADAY's D1scovERIES AND THEIR REsuLts:" K:ing real
Soience as contrasted with wareal Science, called Spiritunl Manifestations.

Professor Pepper and Thomas Tobin are the joint inventors, and the whole is
registored at Stationors’ Ilall,
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THE TPOSITIVISTS ON TOLERATION.
“ L\rie fleas have little fleas, and these have less to bite ’em,
And these again have lesser fleas, and 80 on ad infinitum.”

‘Who would have thought that the Positivists could have had
to inculcate toleration amongst themselves—those votaries of
exact science, who deny the existence of the religious element
in the soul, as a surplus entity. A preacher of the Comte-ist
Bible in Paris has been exhorting his congregation after the
following fashion :—

‘‘ The preacher exhorted us to toleration. There were many, he said, who
believed in God, and who were yet better Positivists than others who prided
themselves on that name. There were many who found hope and comfort in
belief in a spiritual world and a futuare life ; let us not be unduly severe upon them.
In conclusion, he appealed to us to join in spiritual communion with all our
brethren in the faith, and especially with Mr. Congreve in London, and Doctor
Brydges at Bradford, who were celebrating with us, at the same hour, the worship
of humanity.” :

Really it gives us some hope for humanity to find that at
last a system—we must not call it a religion—has come to the
fore, which can tolerate those ‘ who believe in God,” and who
can even “ not be unduly severe” upon thosc who find hope and
comfort in the belief of a spiritual world and a future life. And
has Christianity come to tins at last, that it is to be tolerated bl;('
Positivists ?  'We are afraid that we are hardly up to the mar
of full toleration for we find it difficult to tolerate such nonsense,
however much we may pity the poor fellows who preach and are
preached to after such a fashion. As a general question, we
cannot tolerate toleration, for the very assumption of the right
to tolerate another is a great impertinence, but these gentlemen,
and their toleration too, are really ¢ too bad.” What do’
“ Mr. Congreve, of London, and Doctor Brydges, of Bradford,”
think of their fellow-worshippers in Paris ?

PRESENTIMENT.

Westcott's Dawlish News of January contains the following:—

There is somewhat of the singular, if not of the supernatural, in the:
following relation :—A lad named Leach, son of a miller, in the employ of
Mr. G. Smith, of the Strand Mills, accompanied his father to his ordine
occupation on Monday last—this, at the special request of the mother of the b
who had a presentiment of evil befalling him, and 8o kept him from school on ¢
day, preferring to trust him under the guardiunship of his father. It wa
appear, however, that this precaution was vain, for the lad by some means
other, fell from the top of the mill to the bottom, a height of more than tw
feet, and was bruised in such a manner as to cause his death shortly afterwn

Whence came the ¢ presentiment of evil” which removed
boy from his ordinary occupation, where it may be presumed
would have been safe, to the special care of hia fathee,
placed him under the circumstances which duly carried ot
presentiment ?
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SPIRIT VOICES.

We hear that some gentlemen, connected with the Crystal
Palace, have been investigating with more or lese of pre-
possessions, and consequently with more or less fairness, the
alleged spirit voices, of which we have given particulars on
several occasions, and that they are intending to give the result
of their enquiries in an article in this month's Zemple Bar.
‘We dare say the article will be an amusing one, and will farnish
caviare for the multitude; but we fancy that, like all its pre-
decessors, it is likely to leave the general question pretty much
where it found it. There are some who believe, and on quite
sufficient evidence, that spirit voices can be so formed as to be
audible to mortals, and there are many more who will not
believe it on any evidence. The evidence in favour of the
genuineness of those at the Marshall’s might be fairly required
to be much better than it is, but history in all ages, and abundant
testimony at this day, and our Old and New Testament, in
which many happily still place their trust, help us very much tq
the conclusion that spirits can speak with audible voice. The
rest is a question of evidence and observation.

NEW WORK BY THOMAS LAKE HARRIS.

The Great Beﬂblfc: A Poem of the Sun. By Tnomas Laxe Harrms, New York
and London, Brotherhood of the New Life, 1867, p. 261.

THE Poem of the Sun is in verse precisely what the works which
we have already reviewed are in prose. It turns wholly on the
same great theme of the inner breathing, and is floated forth on
the same tide of imagery, atomic, aromal, and attributal men.
In opening it we are charmed with the harmony of the versifica-
tion, the brilliancy of -the metaphors, and tﬂe promise of a
gra&ational building up of a spiritual epopee, in which all the
noble truths, the divine unveilments, the celestial assurances of
modern revelation shall become an exhaustless store of psycho-
logic wealth—a perpetua.l mirror of our inner self, with all its
marvellous experiences. There we flatter ourselves that we shall
see a master’s hand weaving into an immortal trophy the new
facts of the supernatural blending with the natural, and de-
vcloping a new and precious order of experimental knowledge
which must evcntua.llly,f rescue for ever theology from pries y
and science from blind materialism. Sach hopes, however, are
doomed to speedy disappointment. The Laureate of true and
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universal Spiritualism has yet to arise. The charms of the
metre, and the clearness of the ideas, which extend to a few
stanzas, and sometimes to a good part of s canto, rapidly
vanish in clouds, and we begin to wonder where we are, and
to what we are listening. The words and stanzas go on as
sonorously as ever, but we clutch in vain at the guiding clue of
reason, which should lead us safely through the enshrouding
fogs, and find it not. All is a phantasmagoria. Ever and anon,
light breaks forth for a short interval, like the sun through clouds ;
again we hope for clear skies, fair prospects, the view of the
fields of poetic truth, the hearmg of the harmonies of nature,
the inhaﬁogon of her aromas, the discovery of the Great
Republic, towards which th;si)ard and seer professes to be
conveying us ; but again we find ourselves overtaken by denser
fogs, stumbling over rocks and tombstones, and hear a dolorous
voice through all, continually raving of the putrescences of earth,
of the rottenness of the social systems, of the crimes and abomi-
nations of humanity, of the reign of devils amongst us,—living
abortions of Hades and the hells, and the terrible chastisements
that are coming down on us in consequence. Admitting,
willingly, a large share of truth in these details, we hope to
escape from them when once fairly stated, and catch a ghmpse
of tge romised etherialized assemblies in the sun. "We hope in
vain. e are destined not to go onward, but eternally to go
round, through a dire repetition of the same reeking descrip-
tions of earth’s hideous iniquities, her odious pollutions, her
living men-monsters ; then a flash of light, a homeopathic dose
of reason, and once more a plunge into the boiling, whirling
mists and Gorgon shapes of a poetical insanity. Insanity! that
is the only word for the operating Kower by wﬁicb we are carried
over stoc‘z and stone, through darkness and a howling chaos of
woe-foreboding voices—and a sad word it is. It is a melancholy
conviction, to which we arc brought long before we rcach the
middle of the volume, that it is the product of an intellect « *
great original powers, of a quiveringly. sensitive temperame
and a no%le imagination, which, in the course of a long
no doubt, often unconscious obsession of wild, recklese
remorseless spirits; under the fatal manifestations of su
pering and distempering incubi; by the insidious infe
ambitious ideas; by squestions of a Feculiar election 4, »
gelism, seership, apostleship, and sole heraldship of Goc
rofoundest ans, to him, solely-committed arcans~<las b
eft a splendid ruin ; a city of the soul once superby bt now
confused heap of fallen columns, dismembered statues, o
artially visible amid the heaped-up mounds of & vast in:
ectual débris, There can be no shadow of w Yok e
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author is a poetical and religious maniac, with brief, lucd
intervals, but mextricably wamf:'ring in a labyrinth, where the
wildest fancies are to him substantial realities—and substantial
realities are the ghosts which affright him, and the monsters
which irritate and appal him. .

We do not propose to go far into review of this volume,

which, like Gray’s house in his Long Story, abounds with
Rich windows that exclude the light,
And passages that lead to nothing;

we prefer that the readers, if so inclined, should try what they
can make of it themselves: but we will quote the author's
“ Dedication to the Brotherhood of the New Life in Jurope,
Asia and America,” as the elect Church of Christ; and in
which dedication he gives us this information : —

To God be praise! this happy work is done:

It spreads towards men the solar angel’s pinions.
My mind conceived this Poem of the Sun,
long years ago, when all the world's dominions

In clouds of fantasy were veiled ; while death

Held empire in man’s universal breath.
That is to say, some years ago, the whole power and spirit of
the life, death, resurrection and grace of Jesus Christ had
evaporated from the earth ; the Christian religion was dead ; all
the world lay in darkness and sin, after eighteen hundred and
odd years of vain endcavour to establish itself. The gospel
with all its spiritual force, its regenerative unction, its promises
and consolations, was utterly defunct, and Thomas Harris had
not appearcd, or had not received his sublime commission to
re-introduce éhrist, to re-habilitate his religion, and to do, in a
hey presto! what the Son of the Highest had not been able to
do without Thomas Harris. True, Jesus Christ is acknowled
Lord and Master; but it is equally true, according to
Dedication, that his mission had been an utter failure, until a
man could be found of lungs large enough to receive the Divine
breath, and thus once more, re-breathe the Messiah into a new
generation :— )

Brethren whose bosoms own the fiery breath,

Whereby the Lord Messiah conquers death,

To you the harvest of this blissful song ;

Ye, first-born of the innumerable throng

Of tribes and people who shall breathe, and be

Stars kindled in new heavens of harmony.

We think the world will scarcely be prepared for an announce-
ment like this. We ourselves were ready to admit that the
world, as a world, is dead in trespasses and sins, but not totall
dead—not without some thousands, and we will hope hundreds
of thousands, of dear souls who are honestly and conscientiously
walking before God in singleness of heart, and with cyes directed
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towards that great heart of the universe beating in the heavens,
which has promised to receive every prodigal son that will return
to Him, who will in no wise cast out those who sincerely seek
Him; who will neither crush the bruised reed nor quench the
smoking flax. We did imagine that there were yet left many
who hn§ not bowed the knee to Baal, but who day and night,
with tears and earnest prayers, were striving to pass as clean as

ossible through the narrow gfens of temptation, and amid the

ogs and slime-pits of the flesh and the devil, ardently seekin
to reach that city whose builder and founder is God. We di
trust that, even in our own feeble and wavering soul, there were
yet some genuine embers of the Divine left; that, taking God
at his word, we relied upon Him as a father ; honoured Him as the
King of Truth; and, clinging to the skirts of his all-embracing
love, did hope, thougl] it were as only with the very skin of our
teeth left, by the power and plentitude of God’s mercy to plant
a safe though trembling foot on the eternal threshold of salvation.
But no! all those heavenward-yearning souls, and our humble -
selves amongst the rest, were miserably deceived, if Thomas
Harris be not still more deceived.

All the world’s dominiouns
In clouds of fantasy were veiled; while death
Held empire in man’s universal breath.

We were dead and damned, and did not know it. The saving
breath of God and Christ were shut out of the doomed earth, til
the capacious lungs of Thomas Harris opened and let it once
more pass through, but only to—The Brotherhood of the New
Life! Not as John Milton imagined :—

With heaven’s free love, dealt equally to all.
Let us, however, return to the poem to which we have alluded.

ProEM.

There is a Great Republic, built aloft

In middle splendour of the Sun's dominions :
Thither when slumber with its kisses soft,

Sealed the dim eyes, my spirit plumed its pinions.
Thence I return. Oh now, breathe fragrance clinging
To my white robes, and listen to my singing.

If thou, perchance, dost weep, all broken- .
Midst the crushed grapes of Freedom’s
Or grieve that Faith, from human souls d
ourns the rent arch and desecrated shrinst
The muse cries, ** Joy! oh joy !’ in acoents iy
With love-fraught tones; then listen to my sin

If thou bast trod in crypts, where old Traditie
Carves amulets and talismans of hones :

If thou hast vainly fought the red "
That slays the peoples from its hundred

If thou art oursorls;;' man, cursed for thie'

Of truth and love : then lidten to my singlm
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If thou hast hope, even now, that man, victorious
Q’er tyranny and infamy, shall be
Himself a temple of that life All-‘{;lorioua
Who smiles through earth, and gives eternity:
Or see'st the beautiful ideal, winging
Her flight below : then listen to my singing.

Art thou enamoured of this bounteous Nature,
That weaves swect sounds and odours everywhere :
Feeding, from purest bosom, each glad creature
Of teeming earth and universal air ;
Still smiling on whero Death its pall is flinging,
To vile decay ? then listen to my singing.
If thou art flushed with Love’s immortal passion ;
If thou art yearning for its bliss divine,
Ay, if thy scattered locks with age are ashen,
And slow thy pulses in the dim decline:
Once more, inhale the fragrance that is clinging
To my white robes: and listen to my singing.—p. 7.

Well, that surely is a grand promise, and rational enough to
boot. Coming down out of the Sun with such white robes, and
“ trailing such clouds of glory™” and of fragrance, the reader’s
enthusiasm must be kindled and his cxpectation on tiptoe for a
sight of this Great Republic in the Sun. He will find it alluded
to in the opening canto, but let him go on and cndeavour to
discover it. If he do, he will be more fortunate than we have
been. Let him take heed, however, lest he soon find what little
light is afforded him, is

uenched in a boggy syrtis, neither sea
lgor good dry lang gy T
where, becoming painfully assured of the hopeless insanity of
his guide, he, in his bewilderment, alnost despairs of his own
soundness.

We have donc with the poem, let us now say a few serious
words to the reader. Srintualism is a science based solely on
facts; it is neither speculative nor fanciful. On facts and facts
alone, open to the whole world through an extensive and pro-
bably unlimited systemn of mediumship, it builds up a substantial
psychology on the ground of strictest logical induction. Its
cardinal truth imperishably established on the experiments and
experiences of millions of sane men and women of all countries
and creeds, is that of a world of spirits, and the continuity of
the existence of individual spirit through the momentary eclipse
of death; as it disappears on earth re-appearing in that spiritual
world, and becoming an inhabitant amid the ever-augmentin,
population of the spiritual universe. Along with this prim
truth comes the confirmation of the ancient truths of Deity,
revelation from Deity to man, and the open communion of man
in the body with man disembodied ; with *that great multitude
which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and

. "
people and tongues, which stand before the throne.
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That is the sum and substance of Spiritualism; it is the
exponent and practical demonstrator of continuous spiritual
being. Whatever truths independent of this assert themselves,
must do so on the same substantial evidences, and must shew
their kinship to this grand central truth by their perfect harmony
and oneness with it. But modern revelation must of necessity,
admit the equal claims of revelation in all ages, when it produces
the same credentials of spiritual accordance and historical fact.
On this ground we must asmit the historical and spiritual truths
of Christianity ; as it bears throughout the same divine features
of immortal love and is based on the most perfect historic
cvidence. No other system can shew the same unbroken chain
of evidence from the day of man’s creation to the advent of
Christ and the completion of His.mission.

This evidence is authenticated at every link of the chain, by
the fulfilment of successive prophecies on nations that have now
perished in accordance with sucﬂ redictions, or bear still in their
existence the inextinguishable cKaracterist.ics which were fore-
shown. Not less are its moral proofs, which exist in the univer-
sality of its doctrines. Men have accused Christianity of the
generation of Priestcraft. No mistake can be greater. Priest-
craft is a subtle and diabolical parasite, invading and overgrowing
cvery possible religious system: but Christianity indignantly
ignores it. In its pre-eminent announcements, that “ God has
made of one blood all the nations of the carth,” and that “ He
is no respecter of persons,” it has laid the foundation of eternal
justice between man and man, and of a catholicity equally
inimical to spiritual domination and sectarian narrowness.
Without, therefore, wishing to draw on the conscientious holders
of the primal truth of Spiritualism—the demonstration of con-
tiuuous spiritual being — to accept the kindred truth of
Christianity, where the individual mind is not yet open to this
great truth, we
both of these |,
evidence.

To all who
to express the v
is not through t
defined, throug
through its col
assailed ; but th
of its followers.
spiritual trath v

pels in the
assume hierarch
election ; when
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not stoop through the low and narrow door of their mysterious
fold ; when they set up doctrines of paganism as superior to the
doctrines of Christianity, in defiance of the evidences of history
and of moral essence and potentiality, it becomes us at once to
make a stand. To speak the words of truth in the spirit of love
but with the firmness of duty. No considerations should deter
us from declaring that madness is madness and that folly is
folly. Amid all the chaos of ideas, and the fantastic eccen-
tricities of opinion and action, which surround the chaste and
noble form of Spiritualism, the enemies of this truth will find
the weapons of their attack, and the poison wherewith to tip
their arrows. God, through the errors and enmities of man
will shew what is 11is own and what is not; and in the ordering
of Providence, the numerous foes of Spiritualism will probabl
find, in the historic ignorance of many of its disciples, whic_{
makes them incapable of estimating what is essentially sublime
and beautiful, and of discriminating betwixt gold and pinch-
beck ; and in the personal follies and exaggerated claims of its
followers, the means of tearing down all the disfigurements and
disguisements of this immortal truth. We shall have to witness
the presuincd ignominy of our faith, the trampling of it under
foot, and the consequent scorn and imagined triumph of the

ublic at large. When that has been done; when Spiritualism
Has been thrust down into the ashes of desolation, and made to
stink in the general nostrils, then will it arise in final enfranchise-
nent, amid the violence of its enemies and the humniliation of its
friemis, in naked purity and solidarity,—stripped, but only of its
rags,—chastised, but only into the revelation of its strength—
and stand ready to run 1its destined race of immortal conquest
over the prejugices and the tyrannons assumptions of man.

Whoever would wish to shorten this day of crude theories

and pitiable aberrations ; whocver would desire to hasten that
of the full enfranchisement ot Spiritualism from speculative and
fanatic thraldom, let him kecp close to its fandamental truths,
based on these plain facts, which prove their interior genuineness
by their unity of character through the universal world of ex-
perimental believers. It is in the region of fact alone that we
can preserve ourselves from the vaporous fogs of the visionary,
the spider-like filaments of the aspiring heresiarch, and the
distempered fictions of the madman. “ Wo Thatsachen sind,”
says an acute (ferman author, “ kann von Aberglauben nicht
the Rede seyn.”
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PASSING EVENTS.—THE SPREAD OF
SPIRITUALISM.

By Bexsauiy COLEMAN.

QUESTIONS are asked me by various correspondents as to m
belief on some special points of Spiritualism, and I take tiis
means of making a general reply to these enquirics.

I believe in the constant Eresenee of spirits, who surround
us in our pilgrimage through this earth-life ; that these invisible
attendants have great influence over our individual actions for
good and evil; that all human beings are mediums in some
way, though the great majority are not consciously so, and but
a comparatively few can be used to give palpable evidence of
Sﬁil‘it prescnce and power. Mediumship, and especially that
character of mediumship through which powerful physical mani-
festations are obtained, does not necessarily imply the possession
of intellectual culture, superior wisdom, or high moral worth. I
know that spirit messages—I mean veritable messages from un-
seen intelligent beings—are at best unreliable, and, as I have
more than once said, I do not allow them to influence my actions
at the expense of my own reason! I would prefer at all times to
be guided by the sound judgment of one 1 know in the flesh,
rather than by the casual acquaintance of any disembodied spirit
of whom I know nothing. In a word, 1 would not accept advice,
nor be guided by the najority of my invisible accquaintance,
because they are in what is assumed to be  the superior condi-
tion,” any more than I would be controlled by the majority of
men whilst in this world, whom these spirits represent with but
little change in their conditions morally or intellectually after
their translation to the spirit-world.

I believe that a man who throws off this “ mortal coil”
to-ds
our ¢
can i
ditio
conv

I
am |
Spir
stooc
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The following most interesting history is an illustration of what
Spiritualism has done for some, and 1 commend it to the consi-
deration of those who proclaim the teachings of Spiritualism to be
the work of Satan.

THE CUI BONO OF SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED.

1 recently received from a new correspondent, a lady, an
interesting letter in which she told me that she was living in
a country district where she found no sympathy, but much
ridicule and persecution, in consequence of her conviction of the
truth of Spiritualism. But she thanked God for that con-
viction, as by the teaching and consolation of spirit-friends
and guardians she had been strengthened and enabled to pass
through many trials which without that help inust have over-
powered her.

She asked me if I had seen that the subject of the “Displace-
ment of Coffins” was mentioned in ¢ Notes and Quertes,” and
said that there was a case of that nature in her neighbouri:ood.‘

My reply to this letter induced the lady to open her mind to
me very frankly, and 1 feel sure that my readers will be interested
in the following extracts from her letter :—

I am glad indeed to be brought into communication with those who hold
* our cherished faith,” a faith incomprehensible to many, but how elevating and
enlightening those only know to whom it has been given by our God.
ou ask whether I'am alone. It is m( heavy trial that I am utterly and
entirely so on earth. I was an only child, my aged mother onward
during the just closed year; I have kind friends, but of family ties, mome.
My attention was first attracted to Spiritualism by the CornAill paper, (but for
the note by the editor I should bave thrown it aside as a cunnm%l;y devised
fable) I was then from worldly trials of various kinds very weary of life, but
with a thorough dread of the hereafter. Orthodox church teaching had utterly
failed to satisfy either my intellect or my feelings, shall I confess that my ardent
wish was to be certain of annihilation.
I should think it would bo impossible to find any one who more thoroughly

* 8ee Vol. 1., p. 549, Spiritual Magazine, Mrs. De Morgan's account of the
Binfuln Displacement of Coffins in Barbadoes.

n Notes and Queries, November 9th, 1867, p. 371, Mr. F. A. Paley, of
Cambridge, writes to say that about 20 years ago at the village of Shm!'bﬂl,
where his father was rector, ‘‘ twice or thrice the coffins in a vault were found on
re;ggenin it to have been disarranged.”” The coffins were of lead, enclosed in
wood, and Mr. Paley, with great naiveté, says, “ 1f a leaden coffin will fl it
scems a natural, indeed the only explanation of the phenomenon to suppose that
the vault has somehow become filled with water. Mr. Paloy is corroborated in
this idea by a lady, whorecollects the fact of tho displacement and says, ** We had
no doubt, from the situation and nature of the soil, that it had been full of water
during some flood which floated the coffins.”

Mr. Owen, in his Footfulls, p. 186, relates an extraordinary case of this
ature, which occurred at Ahrensburg, when noises were heard in the vault, the
coffins were found several times to have been taken from the shelves and
in confusion. Ashes were strewed over the floor and steps to detect intruders
without success; no solution but one was attempted, and that one every
Bpiritualist can accept.
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scorned and disbelieved all ghost stories, and sapernaturalism of every kind.
However in spite of my rationalism, the more I reflected on the reported facts
 gtranger than fiction'’ the more the wish grew upon me to know for myself
whether such things could be true; feeling that if so, there were indecd more
thiugs in heaven and earth than I had dreamed of. In this mood I was one day
trying experiments and to my intense astonishment found I was responded to by
some intelligence outside of myself. Gradually I was given to rstand that
I was in communication with the spirit of a dearly loved uncle. I thought I was
goindg mad. I asked, ‘* Am I going mad 7” *‘No, you are coming to your right
mind,”’ was the answer, and true indeed were the words.

Lovingly, but firmly, he reproved me for my many shortcomings; with
infinite patience he uprooted from my spiritual garden the deadly nights! and
hemlock of scepticism and rationalism, whose rank growth hid every bright
flower from the light. ¢ He taught me to believe in s%od of love instead of a
God of wrath, in a hereafter of loving communion with those gone before in the
¥resence of our Saviour God. Honour to his loving human heart, he made me,

ound as a despairing sinner, rejoice with the joy of a reconciled child. Shall
we fear to ?roclnim these truths? Shall we spare to cry aloud to wake those
who sleep ?”” But soon, through the mysteriously opened door, came troops of
different visitors. Somec to tempt to evil, some to warn from it, some to bewail
their misused lives, some to ask help and consolation. Many amongst them
I had known in life, of others the names only were familiar to me, some were
strangers. Amongst them I learned to recognize those who had for years kept
watch over me, when to use their own words, * I neither knew nor would have
believed that they were near me.”

I thank God ¥know it now, they have given me consolation in the hour of
trial, strength in the hour of weakness, hope when all around was darknesa.
Many of their communications are too personal to be interesting to you, but
I will transcribe a few specimens to shew you their character. No. 1, is part of
one of consolation, written on the Sunday of the week in which I was compelled
to leave my home and birth-place. Nos. 2 and 3 are instruction.

Frequently I have had messages to deliver from those passed onwards to
friends on earth, but oh, how seldom credited. Of the communications from the
lower spirits some have been very strange, but if I nttemgt to describe them my
letter which I foresee must be too long will be interminable.

I foar it is impossible to obtain cerd articulars of the case to which
I alluded of * Displacoment of Coffins.” I will tell you what I know about it.

The present Mr. N——, of ——, married for his second wife a person who
had been a servant in the house during the lifs of his first wife. 'The second
wife also died, and on opening the family vault for her faneral, the coffin of the
first wifo was found to be removed from lzlgllm. ‘This was told to my friend by
a workman who assisted at both funerals ; he said ha was agrtain of the fact, but

it was kept quiet. Mr. N—— was mnn'i«f dugine: nar to a third wife,
he would resent and resist all :mmm be ﬁﬁlt there-
fore to publish the name of the family ﬂ o My fricnd
has left that neighbourhood. .

I am sorry I have nothing better to'uéé ed. It is the
shadow of a vanished scene. The mﬁ; the .,
demolition commenced, and not so | o’ weseted,
The figare by the door is my mother, su. e Was in

her 90th when she departed). I am bed!
(now a widow and far away); the m;-

pet dog, also gone. Lite nof lﬂﬂybu
-

afterncon I am the only

» [ ] *
frionn, L anesla cmory b Lunghod o pof ot
riends ould sim ‘N {
of the be, inning tlntp Iymight upmn;ul ow
to desori :?nnelo'ltuahin,ﬁ.ms to
the bottom of the shest was ;g- to'mie. 'u;i“

was a wonderfully prayer whicl:
which my letter h:m;dm
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. Spiritual Communication, No. 1.

“ Will not all this teach lion' that heaven is your only safe home ? 'When
you are happy in your earthly home,—oh! forget not these lessons—when the
sun shines on” you, remember those on whom the night has fallen. When want
and poverty meet you,—oh! be merciful, be pitiful; be not ashamed to confess
that you have tasted the bitter cup! Our love would have you made perfect as
human nature can be made through suffering. Make our hearts easy by s
resolution to bear up through the coming trial, which we dread you may make
more heavy than you need. We will, with all our love, be around you to
comfort you. May God, by his Holy Spirit, make you strong in faith. Will
our most urgent wishes have power over you ?—then bear up with fortituds;
for out of evil, will come, and soon. . . . . . . . . What many
thoughts make themselves felt on looking around you, now you are about to ses
the familiar objects no more; but be of good cheer. Will not heaven be above
all, wherever you may be ? Will not our presence and love be there, as here?
Will not your mother watch over you as tenderly when your head presses
another pillow—when your eyes open no more on the trees which have fanned
your slumbers since they witnessed your birth? Will not what we have taught

ou be strong as ever to comfort you, to tell you to look upward to your real

ome. Weep not, our darling, our spirit-child! Well we know all you feel ;
but again we say weep not. Heaviness may endure for a nigbt, but 1‘)’ oometh
with the morning. ill you confess you ought to be more faithful ? Try, oh,
try, to shew your faith by {nur works! May the Hol&Splrit awaken
sleeping faith—may He pour his beams into your soul. not afraid ; no evil

befull you—no ﬁhgue come nigh your dwelling. We have over

you, to guide you in all yonr ways. ill not you let us guide you ? When to-
morrow shall come, make up your mind to be ready to part from this home.
When Tuesday shall come, have no more delays; go at night to sleep in the
tlm now appointed for {on. To make a move is the most trying part of the

usiness ; you must not linger on the threshold to tcar yourself to pieces with
useless pangs. Go out at once; leave your blessing on the place, which will
never depart from it. You owe it that for the shelter it has given you for so
many years—for the lessons you have learnt in it—for the hopes you have been
made to entertain in exchange for the fcars—nay, worse than fears—which ouce
haunted your thonghts of the hereafter. Will you try to do as we tell yon?
+ « « . . May our prayers be heard—may your future be all your heart can
wish—may no more malice touch you—may our many long years of watch be
now made plain to all. May God, in the fulness of time, take you over the
river, where we all shall await you with songs of joy and praise—where all tears
are wited from all faces, where one unchanging song of thanksgiving echoes
through heaven's vault, ¢ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.’ ore wo. ma
not disclose. Only remember that our happiness cannot be described by wo
of earth. We must, with blcssings, say farewell, our loved, most dearly-prixed
spirit-child.”

) Spiritual Communication, No. 2.

¢ Make yourself more hopeful; too much you have given way to despond-
ency. You sec your fears were wrong. We must be purified from earthly
ions, either on earth or here; better—far better, on earth. No one can enter

eaven without suffering. Without suffering, there can be no purification;
without shedding of blood, there can be no remission of sins. Blood of Jesus
was shed for our sins to shew us the way to suffer, to make us feel that God’s
justioe must be satisfied before His mercy can overpower our misery. Before
Jesus was on earth, the sacrifices of the Temple shadowed this out ; but when
He came, one sacrifice once offered was enough. But we must tread in his stops;
we must carry our cross to crucify upon it our evil nature; we must overcome
in his strength ; 'we must wait on his grace to watch the resurrection, with the
earthly body changed into the spiritual body—a body which could be felt,
touched, handled, as yours can, but which could pass through closed doors—
which could rise on the clouds to our Father’s home. So we, too, must lay aside
the earthly body in the grave of suffering ; we must be made like unto him. Be
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not afraid—you have suffered much; but what will that be, in comparison
with what it has taught you ?”

No. 8 (In Answer to a Question.)

¢ Will tell you on Sunday when you have been to Church; we wish you to
? to Church, for many reasons. ey say you are infidel; you are not; let
them see you are not. Too many will, with malice, sady Spiritualism wants to
overthrow religion. Nay, it seeks to put life into the WF forms of so-called
religion—to make those who are aslecp open their eyes; to call sinners to
repentance by telling them the conne&nence of sin, by shewing how every tree
must bear its own fruit, till the wild branches are grafted into the true olive.
Till men learn that sin is suffering, useless will it bo to preach to them. Let
them hear the wails of unbappy spirits, who cannot love purity of soul ; let them
hear their cry for the sinful pleasures which they can no more enjoy ; let them
realize that as death finds them, so thuy begin eternity. Surely this would
make men pause when temptation assailed them.”

SPIRIT VOICES.

There are now, I am told, several circles held in London and
the neighbourhood where the spirits sing and speak.

Mr. Howitt gave an interesting and graphic account of one
in the December number of this Magazine ; and a very intelligent
lady, Mrs. R——, informs me that at a recent séance with Miss
Nicholl, with only herself and another present, they were ad-
dressed by a spirit, who gave his name as John Bunyan. Mrs.
R—— asked if he were really the author of the Pilgrim’s
Progress? He replied “I am the spirit of that unworth
person.” Several other questions of a serious nature were asked,
and answered in a strictly religious tone and very characteristic
of the once profane, but afterwards truly Christian man, John
Bunyan. :

. E——, who rcsides in London, called upon me and
gave me an account some of the manifestations obtained in his
family circle through the mediumship of his wife. He stated
that they have been accustomed to hold séances omce a weal for
several years, at which they have had the- usual ph~
the spint-circle; but, that recently, on two occ#=
have spoken to them and have said that when Mrs
is very nervous, became more calm they would'} "
more freely. On the second occasion 5
conversation, which lasted two hours, “there v
tion, no frivolity, no jesting, but a straightf
answer was given to every question put.

Spiritualists present declared he had nev
before.” :

One of the circle, Mr. M——, is & =
described the appearance of the spirit asa 1
telligent person with a beard,” and he sai/!

“ were litcrally enveloped in a dark .
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magnetism.” The spirit told them that he would be enabled
reach a sermon to them when he could get the necessary con
itions. They closed the séance with singing .and prayer, i
which the spirit-voice joined. I will merely add that 1 knov
Mr. E——, and that I have every reason to place implicit confi
dence in his statements. Mr. E—— also informed me that o
one occasion the invisibles took away one of his wife’s
which, after a patient search, could not be found, and it wa
given up as lost. Ten days after, when Mr. and Mrs. E—
were at a friend’s house, who resides two-miles from them, th
ring was unexpectedly restored to Mrs. E—— by the invisible

during a séance.*

THOUGHTS UPON MAGIC AND SPIRITUALISM, BY AN M.A.

The following remarks from Mr. C——, M.A., of St. John"
Cambridge, whose family experiences I mentioned in the Septem
ber number of this Magazine, will, no doubt, intcrest some of m
readers ; especially those of them who are familiar with th
writings of Lord Lytton.

o §ince I saw you I have not heard the voice I spoke ¢
again. But once—a month back—I was roused from sleep b
that strange indefinable horror, mentioned by Sir Bulwer Lytso
(Zanond, Book II., chap. i.), and twice I have scen plainly grm
in my bed room, just as I was waking, at the same time as whe:
I heard the voice in the half-drcamy state after sleep whic
devclopes into the extasis of the Mystics, referred to occasionall
by Lytton and Eliphas Levi. I have, as far as I could, investi

ated the subject since I spoke to you; and it scems to me tha
iytton has drawn most of his ideas from the Cabala and tradi
tions obtained by the Jews in the Babylonish captivity, namel;
the ideas:—That man is triple,—body, soul, and spirit ; (Tz

Strange Story) that on death the soul returns to Goci; th
spirit, phantasm, or intelligence, flits about this earth for a time
is seen, evoked, &c., not being spiritual, but scmi-material ; a
last dissolves into the elements (The House and the Brain)
The Sadducees of our Lord’s time are thought to have regarde:
angels not as real permanent substances, but spectres, which i
a siort time dissolved into air, or disappeared like the colours ¢
a rainbow. That there are spirits of the elements, the Gnomes

* Since the above was written I have been prescnt at a séance with Mr. E—
and his party. At the meetings they have held, a different spirit it appears ha
spoken to them. On this occasion the voice was that of a calm, thoughtfi
person, who answered questions in a distinct and somewhat melanchaly tom
An intelligent member of this circle has arranged to take down in future ques
tions and answers, so that we may expect some very interesting results%m
their investigations.
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Sylphs, Undines, and Salamanders of Paracelsus, who are
different from and hostile to man, and, as the Cabalists said, that
the magician who would command the spirits of earth, water,
fire, air, must first be superior to the elements themselves,—so
Zanoni and his friend are made capable of enduring the fire of
Vesuvius and the deathly cold. at there are two kinds of
magic, the white and black (Strange Story) ,—the white, which
the Jews attributed to Solomon, performed by the cabalistic use
of the Divine name (St. Luke xi, 19). at magic figures
have powers over the spirits (Strange Story). This, though
agreeing with the Jews, 18 quite contrary to what M. Kardec
says (Livre des Esprits, 236). That talismans and charms have
no power on the spirits; but it seems connected with the ancient
theory of Pythagoras that numbers are the origin of creation
and to this mathematical foresight, perhaps, may be referred
certain predictions; as for instance, Apollonius of Tyaneus laid
claim, not to the power of controlling the laws of nature, but to
having a wonder-working secret, which gave him a deeper
insight into them than was possessed by ordinary men. is
~ power Lytton gives his heroes. I have met one recipe for

}’uturity y Carden. To find what will occur in any year, con-
sider what has happened the 4th, 8th, 12th, 19th, and 30th
year, &c. before, and the most notable occurrences will repeat
themselves. Without guaranteeing this statement, I may say,
I know some curious instances of its coming true. In Zanoni,
Book III., chap. xiv., Book IV., chap. ii.,, we have mention of
the disappearance of the hero when in danger. The Jews say
the magician has the 9ower not of becoming tnvisible, but of
troubling the sight of his adversary, and to this power Levi

ascribes Christ's deliverance from those who cast him
over the cliff (Luke iv. 29, John viii. 59). Th* *= to be
the glamour alluded to occasionally by Sir the
Strange Story, Margrave says, that he who of
life can command the subtle space-pervadir~ s
in it, and such say the Cabalists is the er .

From this same primordial fluid M. Kara
their envelope, visible things their substanc:
absurdity in what Zanoni and the Cabali-:
transmutation of metals, as all come fr«
Lytton and the Jews speak of the elixir
idza there scems to me to be a fallacy.
‘preparatory state for another, if men stav
their time, they would retard the d
(2ndly.) No human remedy can the
hmanood, manhood to age, age to decay, -
took in what I told you induces me to ad
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deeply interested in the subject, and desire much to obtai
spontaneous revelations, for these alone I consider come for
good purpose. I cannot set much store by the evoeation ¢
gpirits merely for pastime, for though I admit the facts of th
séances, they seem mostly too trivial for spirits of a kigh order 1
share in, and the communications of others I deem unprofitable
I remain, dear Sir, yours very truly, M
: A,

SPIRITUALISM IN SCOTLAND.

The second annual report of the Glasgow Association ¢
Spiritualists has been published, in which it is stated that th
cause has made great progress in Glasgow during the past yea
In addition to private meetings, thirty public meetings gave bee
held, and ninctéen lectures have been delivered member
upon Spiritualism and kindred subjects. One of their memben
"a trance medium, to whom I have before alluded, has, it is statec
now painted thirty-three pictures, each of which shews muc
improvement upon the onc preceding. It will be recollecte
‘that this medium executes his pictures in the presence of man
witnesses, whilst in a state of complete trance, with his eyes fas
closed, and frequently in a dark room, by which the claim t
their spiritual production is fairly established.
It 1is stated in this report that, notwithstanding the
ability, the depth of thought and breadth of argument displaye
_by the lecturers, there was still the cry, “ However unanswerabl
your arguments, however sound your logic, away with you
theory ; give us facts to build upon ; shew us a sign that w
may believe.” '
“TIn this,” they say, “ we confess to have failed, and it §s mid
ter for much regret that there are so many in this city whx
we brought to the very threshold of our faith, but who are st
trembling in the balance, waiting for some grand fact to revo
tionise their whole minds. In short the great want of the eit
is a good professional physical medium,” &e. -
his pamphlet also contains a fall report of one of_ th
addresses recently delivered under the auspices of the Associatior
by Mrs. Emma Hardinge, and some very useful rules to be ob
served for the formation and conduct of spiritual circles, writte:
by that lady, and specially dedicated to tﬁe GLASGOW ASS0CTA
TION OF SPIRITUALISTS.*

# To be had of James Burrns, Wellington Road, Camberwell, price 6,
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ELEVATION OF THE BODY KNOWN IN GERMANY
" IN 1347, AND THE FORERUNNER OF OTHE
MANIFESTATIONS OF THE SPIRIT. '

Proressor Schmidt, of Strasbourg, well-known for his learning
and antiquarian research, published, in 1861, an interestin
pamphlet relating to discoveries which he had lately made wit
reference to Rulmann Merswin, the founder of “the Home
of St. John at Strasbourg,” and one of the most distinguished
members of the mysterious and holy association who termed
themselves ¢ Friends of God.” (Vide Spiritual Magazine, vol.
ITL, pp. 203-350.) Amongst many instances of spiritual mani-
festations experienced by Rulmann Merswin, is one of the
elevation of his body ; indeed, this appears to have been his first
experience of an unusual character.

About 1347, when Rulmann Merswin had attained the age of
forty-eight, after he had enjoyed all that life could offer him in the
directions of wealth, personal consideration, and married happi-
ness, a great change came over him. Struck with horror at the
abuses which he beheld in church and state, and overwhelmed
with misery at the wickedness he recognized around him in the
world, he abandoned all external objects, and turned with his
whole soul towards God. “Ome evening,” says the professor,
# he was walking in his garden, meditating upon the instabilit
of the things of this life. In the midst of his meditations, whic

awo ised his eyes towards
hear wing his promise to
sacr * all things belongin
toh he believed himself
surr >med to him that an
invi 1 and bore him round
his | ng the praises of the
Lor 3 found himself upon
his : ?menccd. Involun-
t joy, called forth b
i which the Deity had
vou

1 his pamphlet that
Me " the Ninc Rocks,” a
wor rich Suso, a Swabian
mo1 h exercised a widp
influence th- a| fourtcenth century,
% The B t: i m of a dialogue
between 1 o in was a vision,
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TRANSMISSION OF THOUGHT,
BY EMILE DESCHAMPS, IN “ LE MONDE MUSICAL,” OF BRUSSELS

IF a man believed only what he could comprehend, he would
believe neither in God, in himself, in the stars which roll above
his head, nor in the herbage which is crushed beneath his feet.
Miracles, prophecies, visions, phantoms, prognostics, presenti-
ments, supernatural coincidences, &c., what are we to think of
all these ?

The strong spirits rid themselves of them with two words,
lies or chance. ?otbin can be more convenient. Superstitious
souls rid themselves of them, or rather, they do not rid them-
sclves of them. T prefer much these souls to those spirits.

In cffect, it is necessary to have imagination be?(:re we can
feel ourselves put out of sorts, but it is only neccssary to subscribe
to two or three industrial journals to know as much and to
belicve as little as Voltaire. But for my part, I like madness
better than folly, and superstition than incredulity ; but I prefer
to both, the truth, light, rcason; I seek aftcr them with a
living faith and a sincere heart: 1 examine everything, and 1
have made up my mind not to end in believing nothing.

Let us see! Well! the material and visible world is covered
with impenetrable mystcries, inexplicable phenomena, and would
we not wish that the intellectual world, that the life of the so
which itself is a miracle, should also have their mysteries
Why should not such fine thought, such fervent prayer, and
such other desires have the power to produce or to call forth
certain events, blessings or catastrophes? Why should there
not exist moral as there exist physical causes, of which we can

ive no explanation? And why should not the germs of all
gl.:cse things be deposited and fecundated in the soil of the heart
and the soul, to develope themselves later in the palpable form
of facts? And when Erod, on rare occasions, or for some of his
children, has deigned to lift a corner of the cternal veil, and to
cast on their countecnance a fleeting ray of the flambean of
prescicnce, let us take heed not to cry absurd! and to blaspheme
thus the light and the truth itgelf!

Here is a reflection that has frequently occurred to me. It
has been given to birds and to certan animals to foresee and to
announce storms, inundations and carthquakes. Every day the
barometer tells us what weather it will be to-mnorrow : and shall
not man be able by a dream, a vision, or some sigu of providence,
sometimes to become conscious beforchand of some event which
concerns his soul, his life, his cternity ? Ilas not the spirit its
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atmosphere, of which it is able to perceive the variations? In
short, whatever may be the marvellous light of this present too
positive age, there might be a charm and a use derived from it,
if all those who reflected upon it were to carry all their divergent
rays to one common centre; if every one, after having con-
scientiously interrogated his memory, should set down with good
faith, and deposit in some archives the bal and circum-
stantial of that which he has experienced; of that which has
happened to him of supernatural and miraculous. Perhaps
some one would be found at the present day, who, analysing
these symptoms and these events, would be able in part to
recover a lost science. At all events, he would compose a book
which would be worth a great many others !

As for me, I am apparently what is called a subject, for I
have had all my life, otherwise so obscure, such things, and I
am now ready to lay down my contribution, persuaded that
this interior view has always a certain interest. All the more
or less marvellous incidents which I shall relate to you, my
readers, have been verified in my actual life; ever since I could
re