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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME XIII

IN commencing the thirteenth volume of this Magazine, it is natural to look
back and review in memory the labors of the past, and then cast an eye on the
prospects of the future. A periodical of this kind, containing Masonic news,
reports anil proceedings, touching the welfare of the Fraternity, was in its outset
an experiment. It has thus far stood the test of the friendship and good wishes
of the Brethren, and has been successful and wide-spread in every part of this,
and also in other couutries. Its pages have often been enriched by an exten-
sive correspondence with enlightened members of our Institution in distant
parts, and we have sedulously endeavored. to give useful information of what
is doing in foreign Jands. In recurring to matters of this kind, we are convin-
ced, that our readers have frequenily found news of much interest beyond the
Allanuc, which would never have reached them through any other chan-
nel,

In such a rev'ew of the past, we are all painfully and ﬂolemnly reminded of
the rapidity and changes of the world. Twelve years, carved out of the middle of
life, are a large portio. of the allotted time for energy and usefulness which the
Creator has given to the human race, between the dawn of manhood and the
hoary tocks of old age. In what manner these precious yeurs have been im-
proved, is a question put home to the heart of every Mason. Each one will
look within and answer for himself. Have we been true to the Order and lived
up to the great principles we -professed in the presence of Him who witnessed
our vow of loya.lty'l Have we become wiser and better as men and Masons, by,
following the rules and maxims so beaunfully taught in a well governed Lodge
Have the emblems and lectures of the various devrees lefta lasting impression on
our life and conduct, or have they been mere idle forms and dream-like amuse-
ments to while away the social hour? A true knowledge of Masonry leads to
the stady of individual self knowledge. ' It directs each and every Brother to ex-
plore the depths of his own heart, correct errors, bear the trials of his lot with
firmness, aud cultivate all that is good and true and excellent in the conduct of

1



3 . INTRODUCTION.

life. It elevates his motives of action, and teaches him we are not born for ont-
selves alone. It brightens the chain of friendship. It is in the Lodge we may
learn that the heart is the seat of moral worth, and withjn curselves, deep and
hidden from the world, there is a Sancrum SancTorum which no human eye can
penetrate, and none but God can enter,—far within the veil of our most secret
thoughts and the fountain of all our aetions. Itis a chamber of mystery; and
happy is he, who in this inner chamber of the heart, has the ARk laid up, with
the Book or Tue Law therein, teaching ever to cultivate BroTHERLY Lov,
ReLier and TrRutH,—tenéts which bind us together beyond all obligations, vows
ormysteries, Indeed all our degrees, in the progress from the humblest step to
the highest advance, revolve in a circle around God as our central luminary ; that
Avri-Sgerxe Eve, from which radiates all thatis good and excellenfin the human
mind, ’

In the retrospect of twelve years, since these volumes were commenced, to
every mind there will appear alternately a picture of lights and shadows,—shad-
ows sometimes deep and darkening for awhile the whole phasis of the memory.
Within that period we have lost many Brethren of distinguished rank in the
community and of great estimation among the Fraternity. They have gone to
swell the list of departed worthies. The door of the tomb has closed upon
" many whose loss we daily feel in the sweet interchanges of friendship. We
miss their cheerfal smiles in the Lodge room, Chapter and Council.. We see
them no more in the busy walks of life ; and when we think of the space they
filled in the circle of our acquaintance, and especially in the sacred meetings of
the Brotherhood, we realize the importance of those instractions which are so
dear to every Mason in the higher and holier degrees of our mystic union. For
we are tanght in the Lodge that we shall see them again,—we shall meet them,
if found worthy, face to face, in the glories of that world, whose mysteries we
recognize as hidden truths, only to be developed where all tears are wiped from
the eyes. Here Iss is veiled, and will 1emain so, till the resurrection shall open
our vision on the world where the good and the true have gone. Did our limits
allow, we might refer to many respected names,—to Thaddeus Mason Harris,
Joel R. Poinsett, Bishop Griswold, Benjamin Russell, Francis Bayles, John So
ley, Augustus Peabody, Winslow Lewis, Joseph K. Stapleton, Robert G. Shaw.
and very recently, the much honored and lamented jurist, Professor Simon Green
leaf. ‘

Interspersed, however, with these shadows, are lights cheering and full o
consolation. To realize their meridian brightness, it is only necessary to lool
back on years long gone by, and remember times, now growing old to many o
our Brethren, and only known by tradition to our younger Companions, when ou
Institution was in adversity and shaken to its foundation. It commenced soot
after the celebration of laying the corner stone of the Buuker Hill Monument
by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, under M. W. John Abbot,—a ceremon;
the most august ever witnessed im this country, where the greatest numbers ¢
the Fraternity were assembled, and our illustrious Brother La Fayette was pre
sent,—a scene, too, where the thousands of our Brethren, in their beautiful reg:
lia, were regarded with friendly feelings and hailed with admiration by the coun
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less multitude of spectators who there covered all the heights and plains around
where the Monument now stands, overlooking land and sea. It was soon after
this event, that a sudden change came over us, and (without referring to partio-
ulars in those trying times,) a storm burst upon us. Enemies, apostates, par-
tizans seeking popularity, and some men of high rank, aiming at power,
sought our ruin. Then indeed, * the rain descended—the floods came—the
winds blew, and beat upon our House, and it fell not, for it was founded on a
rock,”

There is in the very germ of our Institution, a saving principle, a recupera-
tive power—a nature like the physical force of life, the vis medicctrie nature ;
and what was meant for a gigantic crush of Freemasonry, only became a tem-
porary suspension and a purifying process. True, it was long and sorrowful.
For some years, nearly all the Lodges in this country were closed, or at least did
nowork. A few noble spirits—that danger could not intimidate, neglect could
not dishearten, firm in their faith, sincere in their belief that the Institution was
of great antiquity and seeking good will te men and glory to God—stood by and
were not ashamed of that simple, humble emblem, the White Apion. They
waited patiently till the long, dreary tempest had passed. They knew that in
other countries the Institution then flourished bright and powerful as ever, and
even if it could have been destroyed by unconstitutional laws and popular fren-
zy in the United States, there were lands afar off where it would live while the
world stands. And they were right. The enemy triumphed, like the wicked,
only for a season. Freemasonry rose from the whirlwind, and at this very hour
is more flourishing than ever. It never was more prosperous,

We appeal to facts in every State of the Union. Records of its success may
be seen scattereil all along our twelve volumes. We appeal to the increase of
Lodges in all our large towns and cities, in New England, in the South, in the
West, under the ¢ lone Star” of Texas, and far, far off on the borders of the Pa-
cific, among the golden regions and mountain mines of California. We know
the fact, that the thresholds of our Lodges everywhere in this vast country, are
crowded with applicants for admission into the Arcana of the Temple. We have
similar news from England, France, Europe, everywhere in the’ civilized world.
Wae repeat it, Masonry was never amore flourishing. Where are those old ene-
mies who sought its ruin? The whirlwind, while it shook us, blew them away
like chaff. So disreputable is the very name by which they were named, that
there cannot be found an individual who will confess that he owns it!

But, at a time of such unexampled prosperity of the Art, is there no danger,
no cause for alarm? Yes, much every way. There is not a nation—an order
of men—a private individual, who has not found by unhappy experience, that
prosperity often lies on the very brink of sorrow. We have been taught this
lesson in the wide-spread Masonic family ; and the danger comes not from with-
out ; it originates among ourselves within. It emanates from a mistaken zeal to
increase the number and funds of the association, by a hasty and indiscriminate
admission of members, who often deceive ¢ even the elect,”” because they are
not known, Once received among us, the unworthy initiates mingle with the
flock, and like Iscariot, they * dip their hand in the dish with us.” True it is,
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we have the power to expel an unworthy member ;—but is expulsion always pu-
rifying ? If the world has seen a bad man meet with us, and walk with us,
and claim our fiiendship by the endearing title of Brother, he may be driven
from our society, but the fatal impression has gone abioad that he also was with
s, and the Institution must bear the reproach.
The astonishing multiplication of members, and increase of Lodges of late,
"'may well cause anxiety and alarm among thoughtful and experienced Masons.
T'co much circumspection and care, therefore, cannot be esercised, to avoid the
evil of i improper admissions. Let us adhere to the ancient landmaiks of the
Craft, and ‘receive no one into our mysteries, without a thorough knowledge of
his character, manaer of life, and qualifications. Let none but good men and
true be admitted, and then to be a Mason will be deemed a privilege.

We may be assured that a small Lodge, composed of woithy and excellent
members, honorable, high minded and virtuous in their principles, faithful work-
men, and desirous of carrying into the world the spirit of our Institution, is far
preferable and much more honored by the public, than a Fraternity made up of
4 swarm, some of whom have no character in the community, and whose sole
object was not to improve themselves in Masonry, but to promote their own in-
terest or ambition. Had such caution always been used, we should never per-
haps, meet with decayed, degenerate Masons, from whose frailties we are obliged
from self-respect, to turn away with a blush, or in some cases with a tear.

Bosion, November 1, 1853,

GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK.

I~ our last we gave the result of the Convention of Lodges held at Ro-
chester on the second of September, to consider the subject of a division
of the Grand Lodge of New York. From the grea: unanimity with
which that body came to its final conclusion, there would seem to be a
very decided majority among the Brethren in the western section of the
State, in favor of such a division. The determination of the Conven-
tion was of course nothing more than an expression of the opinion of its
members, or of the Lodges they represented, on the subject. But this is
of importance as indicating the extent of the feeliirg of dissatisfaction
which prevails in the interior of the State, with the present condition
of the Order in the city, and the influences which are there employed
to distract the councils and destroy the harmony and respectability of
the Grand Lodge. That a division, like the one proposed, would re-
lieve the country Lodges of many of the discouragements under which
they are now laboring, is probably true ; but it is not by any means cer-
tain that 'it would not lead to other consequences quite as embarrassing
and fruitful of evil. But this is a question which we doubt not will be
carefully considered and wisely determined by the parties more imme-
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diately interested in it, before any decisive steps are taken in the premi-
ses.

There is another question, however, in which the Fraternity in other
sections of the country, may be supposed to feel some interest. It is
this—Whether it is competent for a Grand Lodge in any State to divide
itself ? and if so, into how many parts 2 If the first of these inquiries be
answered affirmatively, then, the prineiple of division being conceded, we
can conceive of no hindrance to the multiplication of Grand Lodges in
any given State in the Union, in the ratio that three are contained in the
whole number of subordinate Lodges in such State. To illustrate. If
there be two hundred Lodges in the State of New York, and the principle
of division be conceded, there manifestly may be as many independent
Grand Lodges established in the State, as three are contained in two hun-
dred ; that 1s, siztysiz /—for we know of no rule by which the operation
of the principle can be limited short of ils exhaustion ; and that can only
be when there is not the constitutional number of three subordinate Lodges
remaining to form another Grand Lodge. Before such a principle be ad-
mitted in practice, its consequences should be carefully considered. Our
Brethren in New York may, and perhaps with propriety, refer to their own
past history for a precedent ; but it should be remembered that a bad pre-
cedent, like a bad practice, * is more honored in the breach than in the
observance,”

There is still another question, though more local in its relations, which
may be entitled to some consideration in discussing the subject of a divi-
sion. It isunderstood that the particular object the Lodges in the interior
have in view, is to relieve themsclves from the disreputable and disorgan-
izing influences which, it is alleged, are peculiar to, and inseparable from,
the present seat of the Masonic government of the State. We can read-
ily believe that there are bad and turbulent Masons encugh in the city—
men who are unworthy of the privileges to which they have been admit-
ted—and with whom the country Brethren may well feel it a discredit to
be associated in the Lodge room. But it is also true, that there are as
good Masons—Byethren who are as true in their allegiance to the Grand
Lodge and as faithful to the principles and teachings of Masonry, in the
city, as are to be found in the interior. ‘L’he proportion may be greatly.
in favor of the country, or it may be otherwise ; but the fact is probably
undeniable. The question, therefore, to which we would particularly in-
vite the attention of the friends of the proposed measure, is, how a divi-
sion of the Grand Lodge will affect these true Brethren ?  Are they to be
abandoned to the tender mercies of rowdyism ? or are they to be wholly
driven from the Institution ? In a division, they would of course fall with-
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in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge having its seat in the city. If,
the present powerful aid of their country Brethren, they are not now
to restrain the turbulent and schismatic, what would be their position
prospects when left to struggle alone ?

If there be any force in the foregoing suggestions, then, in our ap
ciation of the matter, a more just and feasible remedy may be four
a removal of the present Grand Lodge frcm the city, to some el
central point in the interior, more accessible to the country Lodges
less so to that class of persons by whom its councils are now distrac
its authority disregarded, and its reputation and usefulness impa
This measure could do no injustice to the true Brethren in the city, v
it would afford them the protection necessary to their peace and pro
ity.

It has been suggested that such a removal ‘would be so distastef
the factionists and so destructive of their power and influence, th
might lead to their union and co-operation in the establishment of a
Grand Lodge in the city, or induce them to unite under one of the
sent irregular bodies. But there can be no question that suchar
would be greatly preferable to the present condition of things. Itw
place the evil in a position where it could be seen and known and a
ed. It is not so now. The good and bad, the true and spurious, ai
blended together, so identified in their connections and associations, tt
is impossible for Brethren at a distance to distinguish between t
And so embarrassing has this difficulty become, that the question ha
ready engaged the atiention of prominent Brethren in other States, whi
it is not the duty of other Grand Bodies to adopt such measures as
effectually protect their subordinates against imposition from this so
The subject, however, more properly belongs to our New York Bretl
and in their hands we are content to leave it, with the concluding ren
that, from what we know of the views of the Brethren in the interior
from what we learn of the movements of certain parties in the city.
whom a removal would be masonically ruinous,—the probability is,
if a removal does not take place, a division will, at no very remote
unless something now unforeseen shall occur to change the present
tions of parties. It would seem to be impossible that the Grand L
can continue in its present condition, with a secret cabal within its bc
and disaffection without,—the one desiring, as a measure of relief
the other plotting, as a means of preserving influence and power, fo
accomplishment of the same end ; namely, a division of the body.
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TRIENNIAL MEETINGS

OF THE GENERAL 6RAND CHAAPTER AND GENERAL GRAND
ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

AGREEABLY to the provisions of their respective Constitutions, and in ac-
cordance with previous adjournments, these Grand Bodies assembled in
triennial communication at Lexington, in the State of Kentucky, on Tues-
day the 13th day of September last. We give below an abstract of the
doings of each body. It is proper, however, to say, that we suffered so
much from indisposition during the entire session, that our notes of the
proceedings are neither so full nor satisfactory as we could desire, nor as,
under more favorable circumstances, they would have been.

THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER.
Tuesday Morning, September 13.

The chapter was called to order by Hon. R. P. Duncar, of Maine, G. G.
H. P, at 11 o'clock. The body was then duly organized by the G. G.
Marshal, Comp. Nataan B. HasweLL, of Vermont, and opened with the
usual ceremonies. The officers were all present and in their places, ex-
cept M. E. T'somas H. Lewrs, of Louisiana, G. G. Scribe, and M.
E." Rev. PauL Dran, of Massachusetts, G. G. Chnplain, both of whom
were prevented from attending the session, (the latter certainly, and we
think the former,) by mdisposition. Comp. CnarLEs GiLMAN, of Mary-
land, was appointed G. G. Scribe, and Comp. Rev. W. H. ForsyTs, of
Kentucky, G. G. Chaplain, pro tem.

After the opening, the G. G. H. Priest addressed the Grand Chapter,
congratulating the members on the favorable auspices under which they
were assembled, and referred in eloquent and touching language to the
death of the Hon. Henry CLay, and of the late M. E. Josepr K. StapLE-
ToN, Dep. G. G. H. Priest. At the conclusion of the address, a vote was
adopted requesting a copy of it for the proceedings.

The following Companions were then appointed a committee on cre-
dentials, viz :—T'ucker, Swigert, Brown, McCorkle and Barnum.

The G. G. Secretary read his annual communication, which was refer-
red to Comps. Gilman, of Maryland, Melody, of Missouri, and Lewis, Jr., of
New York. Inasmuch as this reference may hercafter be cited as a pre-
cedent, we take the liberty to say, that the referring of the report, before
that of the committee on credentials was made, and consequently before
ithad been ascertained who were members of the body, was a prema-
ture act.

The Grand Chapter was then called off to meet again at 4 o’clock, in
the afternoon.
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Tuesday Afternoon, September 1

Called on at § o’clock. The committee on credentiuls submitted 1
report ; from which it appeared that delegates were present as follows

Maine.—A. B. Thompson.

New Hampshire.—Charles W. Moore, proxy.

Massachusetts.—Stephen Lovell.

Vermont.—Philip C. Tucker.

Rhkode Island.—William Field, J. A. D. Josselyn, S. W. Robin
proxy.

Connecticut. -~Cyrus Goodell, Asa Smith, E. G. Storer, David Clar

"New York.—J. L. Lewis, Jr., T'. C. Edwards.

Maryland.—Charles Gilman.

South Carolina.—A. G. Mackey.

Georgia.—William T. Gould, P. T. Schley.

Mississippi.—A. V. Rowe, W. R. Lackey.

Arkansas.—T. D. Merrick.

Alabama—A. P. Pfister.

Texas.—James W. Hall.

Kentucky.—P. Swigert, Isaac Cunningham, J. L. Allen.

Ohio.—J. B. Brown, B. T. Martin, W. B. Dodds, A, C. Davis.

Indiana.—Isaac Bartlett, H. C. Lawrence, James Elllot

Michigan.—M. Shoemaker, E. Pratt.

Illinois.—Levi Lusk.

Missouri.—]J. Foster, A O'Sullivan, G. H. C. Melody.

From the above it eppears that there were twenty States represe
To this number is to be added New Jersey, the name of the dele
from which State has escaped us ; and it is possible there may be on
two other omissions.

Comp. French offered sundry amendments to the Constitution, w
were rend and laid on the table. After which the Grand Chapter
called off until to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.

Wednesday Morning, September 1

The Chapter was called on at half-past 8 o’clock, and the usual St
ing Committees were announced.

The M. E. G. Grand H. Priest presented the following letter from
Greenleaf, which was read and referred to Comps. French, of D.

Moore, of Mass., and Lewis, of New York.
Cambridge, Mass, June 24, 18!
Hon. R. P. Dunrap, G. G. H. P., &c.
Dear Sir and Comp. —-You are already awate that durmg the war of
Revolution, there was a Lodge of Freemasons in the main army, called ** Wasl
ton Lodge,” of which my father, the late Capt. Moses Greenleaf, of the 11th 1
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sachusetts regiment, was Master. I have often heard him mention the visits of the
Commander-in-Chief to his Lodge, and the high gratification they afforded to the
officers and members ; especially as he came without ceremony, as a private Broth-
er. It has occurred to me that the Records of that Lodge may be in existence, and
that if so, they ought to be recovered and deposited for safe keeping in the archives
of the Craft. Permit me therefore to invite your attention to this subject, as I
know of no member of the Fraternity whose position affords equal facilities for the
accomplishment of this desirable object.
Believe me, dear sir, with great regard,
faithfully yours,
Simon GREENLEAF.

An invitation was received from the government of the ¢ Fayette Agri-
cultural and Mechanic Association,” to attend their public exhibition ; and
also an invitation from Webb Encampment, of Lexington, to partake of an
entertainment at the Pheenix hotel—both of which were accepted.

A petition for a new Chapter at Eaton, New Jersey, was presented and
referred to the appropriate committee.

The Constitution, together with the amendments previously offered by
Comp. French, was, on motion, referred to a select committee for revi-
sion and amendment. The subjects of the Royal and Select degrees,
and of the Order of High Priesthood, were also referred to special Com-
mittees.

The following Companions were appointed a Committee on Work,
viz :—Gould, Lovell, Mackey, Gilman, Lewis, Brown, Bartlett, Clark,
and Foster.

An appeal from Ancient Chapter, No. 1, of the city of New York,
against the action in the premises, of the Grand Chapter of that State, was
referred to the committee on grievances and appeals.

A series of resolutions froin the Grand Chapter of Mississippi, asto the
proper jurisdiction over the Royal and Select Degrees, was referred to
the committee on that subject, as was also a resolution by Comp. Mackey,
to the effect, that the Gen. G. Chapter will not sanction the conferring by
the Chapters under its jurisdiction, of any other than the Degrees enu-
merated in its own Constitution.

The Chapter was then called off until to-morrow morning.

Thursday, September 15.
This being the day fixed by the regulation of 1850, for the election of
officers, the Grand Chapter procceded to the discharge of that duty, with
the following result :—
M. E. Hon. RoserT P. Dunvae, of Maine, G. G. I1. P.
«  Willis Stewart, of Kentucky, D. G. G. H. P..
¢«  Charles Gilman, of Maryland, G. G. K.
«  Abner V. Rowe, of Mi., G. G. S.
2
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M. E. B. B. French, of D. C., G. G. See.
%  Kdward A. Raymond, of Massachusetts, G. G. Trea.
- Nathan B. Haswell, of Ver., G.G.Capt. of the Host.
¢«  @G. H. C. Melody, of Missouri, G. G. R. A. Capt.

The two last named officers were elected on a sulsequent day, t
for convenience, we give them in their proper connection. It will be se
that the office of Grand Marshal has been abolished, at least in name, a
that of Captain of the Host substituted for it,—a change to which we p!
sume there can be no other objection than that it is a change from a usa
as old as the body itself. It will also be seen that a new office has be
created, namely, that of R. A. Captain. The objection to this is, thai
increases the necessary expenses of the body, inasmuch as it will ¢
more to call a Companion from a distance of two thousand miles to lo
after the avenues, than it would cost to employ a worthy Companion
siding at the place of meeting. We presume, however, that such cons
erations were urged in favor of the measure as to satisfy a majority of 1
members of the body of its expediency. For the reason already ii
mated, we had not the pleasure to hear them. It will be seen, further, t
no Chaplain was elected, the power to appoint one having been vested
the G. H. P. by an amendment of the Constitution. T'he reason for t
change is, that it will be a saving in the expenses of the bod), and ena
the G. H. P. to compliment, and perhaps more substantially serve, 0
worthy clerical Brother, resident at the place of meeting. The thou
will naturally suggest itself here, that this reason is equally pertinent
the appointment of R. A. Capiain.

Afier the appointment of a committee to consider and report on
meaning of the terms * Constitutional Degrees,” as used in the G
Constitution, the Chapter was cailed off' until to-morrow morning.

Friday, September 16
F Met agreeably toadjournment. M. E. Comp. Tucker, of Vt., submit
anable and conclusive report on the question of the admission of Mair,
Candidates, the conclusion of which was, that it is competent and Masc
cally law(ul for the R. A. Chapters to confer the respective Degrees of |
sonry within their jurisdiction, upon all candidates whose defects of boc
qualifications are not such as to prevent them from conforming to w
those several Degrees respectively require. The report was debated 1
laid on the table, and subsequently taken up and adopted with gr
unanimity. Thus this vexatious question has been disposed of, so fai
Royal Arch Masonry is concerned in its disposition. The report
ably drawn and we think just in its conclusions. We shall lay it bef
our readers at an early day.



TRIBENNIAL MEETINGS. i1

Comp. Lewis of New York, from the committee on that subject, sub
mitted a report on the Royal and Select Master’s Degrees, which was
adopted. The result to which the report arrives, is, that the Gen. Grapd
Chapter will hereafter entertain no question or matter growing out of the
government or working of said Degrees, while in their present position.
In other words, the Gen. Grand Chapter declines to hereafter have any
thing to do with them. And thus has another vexatious matter been de-
finitely disposed of. The course now is for Companions possessing the
Degrces and wishing to cultivate them, to form themselves into Councils,
‘'under some proper authority. In States where there are Grand Councilg
existing, there cah of course be no difficulty in doingthis. In other States,
where no such Grand Councils exist, other authority must be sought.
The Southern Supreme Council 33d, issues Charters for such Councils,
in States within it8 jurisdiction, where no Grand Councils are established.
The Northern Council has heretofore declined to exercise such authority,
What it may be disposed to do under the altered circumstances in which
the matter now stands, we are not prepared to say, We may however
venture the remark, that it will not assume to interfere with any acknow-
ledged authority that may claim to exercise jurisdiction in the premises,
even though such interference might be but the reclaiming of an original
right.

A repott and resolution offered by the committee having the matter in
charge, declaring the possession of the Order of High Priesthood not to
be necessary as a prerequisite for the installation of the High Priest of &
Chapter, were discussed and adopted. Thus removing another cause of
disagreement among the Chapters in different sections of the country.

M. E. Comp. Lovell, of Massachusetts, at the desire of the G. G. High
Pries:, exemplified the Work as adopted in 1850.

The Grand Chapter was then called off until to-morrow morning.

Saturday, September 17.

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations made their report to-
day. Wae are not certain as to our minutes being full and complete, but
Charters were ordered to be issued as follows—to Sacramento Chapier,
California ; Sonora, at Sonora, Cal.; Barnett, Rock Island, Iil. ; St
Paul’'s, Minnesota (Dispensation); San Francisco, Cal. (Charter con+
firmed.)

Several members obtained leave of absence.

The Committee on Work submitted a mnjority and minority report.
After a somewhat lengthy discussion, the recommendations of both re-
ports, were laid upon the table. This of course leaves the work as it
was agreed upon in 1850. And although there were some changes made
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in that year, which we regret, yet having been agreed upon and ptontul.
gated under the proper authorities, we think it wise that they were no
disturbed at the late meeting. We are in this matter of uniformity ir
non-essentials, getting to be very much of the opinion that it is of little
consequence whether we say, ¢ Csesar come to Rome,” or * come fo Rom
Ctesar,” so that Cesar comes to Rome. A difference in phraseology i
unavoidable. But not so in the essentials. Uniformity can here be pre
served, and to this end we think the Gen. Grand Chapter should mainl:
confine its future effuris, when engaged in the regulation of the work
Frequent changes are certuin to lead to confusion, and thus produce th
evil they are designed to remedy. Gross errors in phffaseology, or suc
as are calculated to change the meaning of the ritual, should not of cours
be tolerated ; but if the sense be preserved and the fact unchanged,
slight difference in terms is hardly worth the contention required for i
correction. ’

The Committee of Finance submitted their report, from which it a
peared that there is a balance in the Treasury of $ 5,658 96.

A resolution was adopted, on motion of Comp. Mackey, to the effec
that the Gen. Grand Chapter ** does not claim jurisdiction over the degr
of Past Master, when about to be conferred on a Master elect of a syr
bolic Lodge.” The most remarkable point about this is, that such a cc
dition of things should have arisen as to call for a resolution of this ch
acter. To deny to the Lodges the right to confer the Past Master’s ¢
gree (as it is called), would be to deny to them the right to install th
Masters elect. The resolution was timely, however, and will tend to all
the misapprehension which has recently manifested itself in some sectic
of the country.

After the reading of the report of the committee on returns, and f
adoption of a resolution requesting the G. G. High Priest to furnish
much of his opening address as relates to the death of Comp. Staf
ton, the Gen. Girand Chapter was called off until Monday morning.

Monday Morning, September 19

Sundry amendments to the Constitution were reported and adopt
some of them of importance, but as we have not a full report before
we defer all remark in relation to them to a more suitable occasion.

A resolution was adopted declaring that, ** it shall not be deemed re
lar for any Chapter to confer the degrees of the Chapter upon any per
whose fixed place of abode is within any other State in which thére i
Chapter regularly established, except by the consent of the Chapter n«
est the place of residence of said applicant.”

The committee on the doings of the Grand Officers made their rej
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"which was adopted ; when the Grand Chapter was called off until the af-
ternoon. :
Monday Afternoon, September 19.

The Grand Chapter completed the election of its officers by choosing
a Grand Captain of the Host and a G. Royal Arch Captain, as stated
elsewhere.

The commiittee on grievances made their report. In the matter of the
Appeal of Ancient Chapter, No. 1, of the city of New York, from the ac-
tion of the Grand Chapter of that State, the commitiee very properly de-
cided that the Gen. Grand Chapter had no jurisdiction in the case. This
decision was sustained, and it setles the important principle that it is not
competent for the Gen. Grand Chapter to entertain an appeal from a sub-
ordinate Chapter against the action of its parent body ; or, in other
words, that the jurisdiction of a State Grand Chapter over its subordinates
is plenary and final.

The committee also had before them certain statements in relation to
the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of New York, growing out of the:
manner in which it received into its jurisdiction, a year or twosince, a num-
ber of clandestine Royal Arch Masons, together with an irregularly form-
ed Chapter. Wo shall give the report hereafter. The following resolution
on the subject was adopted : — .

¢ Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of New York cause all the Royal
Arch Masons made illegally by Orient Chapter, to be healed, and that
they issue a new Warrant to said Chapter, with the recommendation of
the rearest Chapter, and the payment of the usual fee.”

The Grand Chapter was then called off’ until to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, September 20.

The proposition for the establishment of a Representative Fund, as laid
over from the meeting of 1850, was taken up, debated,and finally rejected.

The committee on next place of meeting, reported in favor of Hartford,
Conn., which report was adopted. The Committee of Finance also made
their final report.

The officers were then installed ; and after passing the usual votes of
thanks, the body was closed until the second Tuesday in September, 1856,
then to meet at the city of Hartford, in the State of Connecticut.

GENERAL GRAND ENCAMPMENT.
Tuesday, September 13,
The Gen. Grand Encampment was called to order at 2 o’clock, in the

afternoon, and organized as follows :—
M. E. Hon. WirLiam B. Hussarp, of Ohio, G. G. M.
William H. Ellis, Connecticut, D. G.G. M.
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Charles W. Moore, Massachusetts, G. Q. G.

C. F. Hanselman, Ohio, as G.G.C. G.

Rev. W, H. Forsyth, Kentucky, as G. Q. Prelate.
E. 8. Barnum, New York, G.G.8. W,

Morgnn Nelson, Virginia, G. G. J. W,

B. B. French, D. C., G. G. Rec.

E. A. Raymond, Massachusetts, G. G. Treas.
David S. Goodloe, Kentucky, G. G.8. B.

William Field, R. 1, G. G. 8. B.

Simon W. Robinson, Massachusetts, G. G. W.

The Gen. Grand Encampment was opened in full and ample form by
the M. E. Grand Master. After which, the reading of the proceedings of
the last triennial communication having been dispensed with, the follow.
ing Sir Knights were appointed a committee on credentials, viz. t French,
of D. C, Moore, of Massachuseus, and Swigert, of Kentucky.

The Encampment was then adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 9
o’clock. ~

Wednesday Morning, September 14.

Met per adjournment. The committee on credeatials reported the fols
lowing delegntes as present :—

Maine.—Robert P. Dunlap.

Massachusetts dand Rhode Island.—S. W. Robinson, P. C. Tucker,
proxy.

Vermont.—Nathan B. Haswell.

Connecticut.—Benjamin Beecher, Jr., Cyrus Goodell, David Clark,
George F. Daskam. ‘

New York.—John L. Lewis, Jr., Thomas C. Edwards.

Okio.—C. F. Hanselman, W. B. Dodds.

Kentucky.—Jacob Owen, W. 8. Chipley, C. A. Fuller, W. C. Keas.

FROM SUBORDINATE ENCAMPMENTS.

Baitimore, Md.—Chatles Gilman, H. W. Heath.

Washington, D. C.—B. B. French.

Charleston, S. C.—A. G. Mackey.

Augusta, Geo.—W. T, Gould.

Macon, Geo.—W. S. Rockwell.

New Orleans, La.—James L. Allen.

Montgomery, Ala.—A. P. Pfister.

St. Louis, Mo.—Joseph Foster, A. O’Sullivan.

Michigan.—Ezra Platt.

Indianapolis, Ind.—A. D. Gall.

Wheeling, Va.—Robert H. Wilson.

Past Grand Masters State Grand Encampments.—W. H. Ellis, Con. ;
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E. S. Barnum, New York; J. A. Peters, Kentucky ; E. A. Raymond and
Charles W. Moore, Massachusetts; D. S. Goodloe, Kentucky ; I. G,
Storer, Connecticut.

By the above it appears that there were delegates present from eighteen
States.

It is possible there may be some omissions in the names of delegates,
but we think they are correctly given.

The Gen. Grand Master submitted an elaborate and able report of his
official doings for the past three years, from which we make the following
extracts :—

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF VIRGINA,

On the 22d of January, 1851, I received from our worthy and attentive G. G.
Recorder, an official copy of a resolution of the Grand Encampment of Virginia,
by which that honorable body magnanimously receded from its position of inde-
pendence of this General Grand Encampment, and recognized its jurisdiction. On
the 28th of the same month, I also received a like copy of those proceedings from
the M. E. and distinguished Sir E. H. Gill, Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-
ment of Virginia. Looking to that part of the report of your committee on the
doings of the G. G. Officers, made at your last session, and which had been adopt-
ed by your honorable body, I cheerfully iszued a general order, adapted to the e~
casion, and required our General G. Recorder to officially certify the same under
the seal of the G. G. Encampment, to each of the several State Grand and Subor-
dinate Encampments (inclusive of those working under Dispensations) in the U.
States of America, and under the jurisdiction of the G. G. Encampment. A copy
of which order marked D. accompanies, and is made part of this report. The con-
summation of this mutually desirable event, has given, I believe, universal satis.
faction throughout our entire jurisdiction. The course thus taken by the Grand
Encampment of Virginia, was one highly honorable to herself and her Subordi-
nates, and evincing a deep, true, and abiding devotion to the cause of Templar Ma.
sonry. By this magnanimous act she has added never fading laurels to her fair
fame, and strength to her own position and influence for good, as well as to that of
the General Grand Encampment. I may be excused for repeating a portion of the
response, which I had the honor to make, to the lllustrious and M. E, Grand Mas-
ter of the Grand Encampment of Virginia, on receiving his communication con-
taining a copy of the resolution of his Grand Encampment :—

¢ It is with much satisfaction that I have received these communications, and I
most cordially unite with you in the expression of gratification that these two G.
Bodies are again united, and that they will mutually, and again, as of old, meet in
their devotions around their common triangle, and valiantly sustain each other,
and the principles of their common order, in the bonds of Knighthood.”

In concluding this part of this report, it is perhaps, proper to bring your atten.
tion to the fact that, no provision having been made in your proceedings, for obli-
gations of fealty to your Coustitution and acts, on the part of the ir.xdiv-rit‘lual Sir
Knights, within the jurisdiction of the State Grand Encampment of Virginia, some
regulation in that behalf may become necessary and proper at your present meet-
ng.

' 8Alno, some further provision,amicably and Knightly, to arrange the rank of
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subordinates chartered by your honorable body, and those by the Grand Encamp
ment of Virginia, bearing the same number, date, &c.

THE LATE JOSEPH K. STAPLETON.
Since our last meeting we have had much cause to be thankful to that kind Prov-
idence, which has watched over and preserved us in health and prosperity. We
have already met in our devotion around the triangle and altar of Knight Mason-
ry, and offered up our adorations to the ever living God, for the blessings He has
vouchsafed unto us As Brethren of the same Order, and acknowledging none
other than the same Great Head over all our earthly esylums, wehave, alter a sep-
aration of years, with gratitude and joy, become re-united in heart and hand, as
friends, companions, and members of this General Grand Encampment. Coming,
as we do, from the east and the west, the north and the south, of our common and
beloved country, our joy and thankfulness are increased on beholding almost all of
our members, however aged, or young, re-united, as of old, in full vigor and health
of body and mind. But, alas, one familiar and aged face is missed—that hand and
heart that had so often and so many years greeted us with the truest affection of a
man and a Mason, is not present. He that bad, for very many years, filled with
dignity and exemplary usefulness, one of the highest offices in your gift, is not
here : nor is he any longer of this earth earthly. No, Joseph K. Stapleton, late,
and for filteen years, the M. E. and Illustrious Deputy G. G. Master of the Gen.
Grand Encampment of the United States, is no more ! His spirit has been called
from time to eternity ! Full of years, full of honor, such as this earth can afford,
strong in the affection of the whole Masonic family to whom he was known ; the
fond father ; the honest man ; the trusty friend and christian Knight, has left us to
mourn—** not as those without hope,” his exit. He ** has kept the faith” as a val-
iant and magnanimous Knight, and has now left us and our earthly tabernacles
and become a member, as I trust and devoutly believe, of that Supreme Grand Asy-
lum above, over which the great I Am presides. Let us lay this, and all other dis-
pensations of a kind Providence, to heart. They should ‘be regarded as designed
for our mutual improvement. We are strikingly reminded, as our excellent Order
teaches, that death is the common lot of all—but that this * mortal shall put on
iminortality,” and * death be swallowed up in victory.”
‘When ¢ Death’s but a path that must be trod,”
1hen * Who'd decline the road to God !
My Companions, after a brief, and, I trust, happy session, we shall again separate
-to our different and distant homes ; but shall we all meet again three years hence ?
It is highly probable we shall not—nay, no one of us may live, to meet again in our
General Assembly upon earth. But whatever may be our individual lot here, and
whether again meeting in time and earthly tabernacles, may we one and all, o live,
that dying, we may, without exception, have Immanuel’s pass, to the realms of
immortal life and glory beyond the grave.
Since our last meeting the death of no other officer or member of your General
Grand Body has been reported to me.

CONDITION OF THE ORDER.

As the official relations that have long existed between us are about to terminate,
it is just and appropriate that I should assure you, that the cause of Templar Ma-
sonry was never so prosperous as at the present time. The business of the high
office confided to me, has continued steadily to increase. A large number of individ~
nal subordinates, by Dispensation and Charter, und two State subordinates, have
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been added within the last three years. Under the wise provisions of your Consti-
tution, the administration of your power has been conservatively beneficial to alls
In the various relations which State and individual Encampments bear to each
other, and to your august tribunal of power, not an instance of collision between
those subordinates, or recusancy towards this General Grand Encampment now
exists. Harmony prevailg throughout all of these varied relations ; and between the
officers and members of the Supreme, as well as the subordinate bodies, the most
praiseworthy fraternal feelings exist,—whilst, as a society embracing the whole,
we bave reason to be proud of the front rank it occupies among all the societies of
the world, for intelligence, chivalric honar, and moral worth.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

The other members of the Council also submitted their triennial reports,
but they contain nothing of special importance.

An invitation was received to attend.the exhibition of the ¢ Fayette
Agricultural and Mechanic Association,” which was accepted. An invi-
tation was also received from Webb Encampment of Lexmgton, to par-
take of an entertainment to-morrow. Accepted.

A resolution was adopted authorizing the Recorder to endorse the Char-
ter of Lafayette Encampment, Berkshire, Vermont, revived in 1850, but -
the Charter not then endorsed.

The Grand Recorder reported the names of several delinquent Encamp-
ments, which ‘were referred to the committee on Dispensations.

A communication from Sir Thomas Bell, of Ohlo, was read and placed-
on file. _

A communication from St. John’s Encampment, Bangor, Maine, was
referred to the Committee of Finance.

A petition for an Encampment at Lexington, Mo., and a complaint
against certain proceedings in the Grand Eneampment of Kentucky,
were appropriately referred. Adjourned to 5 o’clock.

Wednesday Afternoon, September 14.

Met according to adjournment. The General Grand Master announc-
ed !the Standing Committees, and the Encampment was adjourned until
to-morrow, to afford the committees time to make their reports.

Thursday, September 15.
Afier the reading of the record, the Encampment proceeded to the
election of officers, with the following result :—
Sir WirLiam B. Hussagp, Ohio, Grand Master.
« William T. Gould, Georgia, Deputy Grand Master.
« Charles W. Moore, Massachusetts, G. Gen.
¢ Ezra 8. Barnum, New York, G. C. Gen.
The Encampment was then adjourned until 3 o’clock, to-morrow after-
noon. .

3
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Friday, September 16.
The Grand Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
The election of officers was resumed, and resulted as follows:—

Sir Morgan Nelson, of Virginia, S. G. War.
* David S. Goodloe, Kentucky, J. G. War.
¢ Benjamin B. French, D. Col., G. Rec.
¢ Edward A. Raymond, Msss., G. T\

* William Field, Rhode Island, G. St. B.
¢¢ David Clark, Connecticut, G. Sw. B.
¢ Albert G. Mackey, South Carolina, G. W.

A resolution on the subject of the relations of the Grand Encampment
of Virginia, and of Wheeling Encampment, 1o the General Grand En-
campment, was referred to a select committee.

A resolution from South Carolina Encampment asking for a repeal of
the 5th section, article 3d of .the General Grand Constitution, was taken
up and assigned for to-morrow.

The committee on Dispensations reported that Charters issue for Lafay-
ette Encampment, at Lafayette, Indiana ; Montgomery, Montgomery,
Alabama ; and Fort Wayne, Fort Wayne, Indiana.

The General Grand Encampment then proceeded to the installation of
its officers. The M. E. Gen. Grand Master was installed by Sir C. W,
Moore, as Past Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island ; afier which the other officers were duly installed by
the M. E. General Grand Master. Adjourned.

Saturday, September 17.

The General Grand Encampment met per adjournment. Several
members had leave of absence, and.a resolution of thanks to the P. D.
General Grand Master was adopted.

Sir Knight Goodloe had leave to withdraw his communication relative
to the Grand Encampment of Kentucky.

The proposition of South Carolina Encampment to strike out the 5th
section of the third articleof the Constitution, was considered and rejected.
- The section was then amended by making Encampments violating it sub-
ject to discipline,

An amendment proposed by Sir Knight Rockwell, of Georgia, giving to
the Subordinate Encampments in each State where there is no Grand
Encampment, collectively, the number of votes which may be cast by a
Grand Encampment, was referred to the committee on doings of Grand
Officers, and subsequently to the committee on revision of the Constitu-
tion. Adjourned to Monday morning, 8 o’clock.
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Monday, September 19.

Met per adjournment. Sir Knight Lewis from the committee on the
subject of the Grand Encampment of Virginia and Wheeling Encamp-
ment, submitted a report referring the whole matter to the General Grand
Master, with full powers in the premises.

Sir Knight Tucker from the committee on the doings of the Grand Offi-
cers since the last triennial communication, in 1850, submitted an elab-
orate and able report, which was adopted, and to which we shall hereafter
refer.

A resolution was adopted authorizing the appointment of a commiitee
to revise the General Grand Constitution, and to report at the next trien-
nial communication.

The committee on finance presented their report, which was adopted;
as was a motion requesting the Grand Master to furnish a digest of his de-
cisions, had during the recess, for the proceedings.

The committee on next place of meeting reported in favor of Hartford,
Conn. Adopted.

. The committee on Charters and Dispensations, reported that Charters
issne to Palesune Encampment, Texas ; Pontiac, Michigan; Magnolia, .
Vicksburg ; Trinity, Manchester, N. H. ; Belvidere, Alton, Illinois; Sac-

ramento, California ; Weston, Missouri; Greensburg, Indiana ; Detroit,

Michigan ; and San Francisco, Californi.a. The petition of Hubbard

Encampment, at Waynesburg, Penn., was referred to the Grand Master.

There may have subsequently been some other charters ordered, but we

have no memoranda of them.*

The Encampment was then adjourned to 7 o’clock in the evening, to
meet in the room of Webb Encampment for the exemplification of the
Work. Met accordingly, and adjourned, at 11 o’clock, to

Tuesday, September 20.

The G. Grand Master announced the following committee on the revi-
sion of the Constitution (having previously been placed at the head of it by
vote of the Encampment), namely—Hubbard, of Ohio ; Gilman, of Mary-
land ; Moore, of Massachusetts ; Gould, of Georgia; and Mackey, of
South Carolina.
| On motion, the Constitution was so amended as to dispense with the
election of a Prelate and to invest the Gen. Grand Master with power to
appoint such officer at the opening of each triennial session.

I .
' *De Molay Encampment, at Quincy, Florida, has been workiug under Dispensation. We
} Weuncertain as to the Charter being granted.
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There being no further business the General Grand Encampment was
closed with solemn and impressive ceremonies, until the second Tuesday
in September, 1856, then to meet in the city of Hartford, State of Con-
necticut. ’

Thus closed the sessions of the two bodies, in peace and harmony.
The foregoing is a brief, and probably in some respects imperfect, abstract
of their proceedings. We think it will however be found to be correct as far
as it goes. Many of the reports were ably drawn and possess a high de-
gree of interest. Such of them as we may think will be acceptable to
our readers, or be of service as matters of reference or history, will here-
afier be given in our pages.

Just at the close of the Gen. Grand Chapter, a resolution was offered,
submitting, in the form of an inquiry, for the consideration of the State
Grand Chapters, whether a dissolution of the Gen. Grand Chapter would
be desirable. A question was immediately raised on the reception of the
resolution, and it was either withdrawn by the mover or rejected without
debate, we are not quite certain which. It however seemed to meet with
no favor.

On arriving at Lexington, some little inconvenience was felt from the
want of proper accommodations, owing to the circumstance that the city
was crowded with visitors in attendance on the Fair. This inconvenience
however was speedily remedied through the hospitality of the citizens,
several of whom, though not members of the Order, generously threw open
their doors to those delegates who were otherwise unprovided for. Great
credit is also due to the Brethren at Lexington for their personal exertions
to promote the comfort of their visitors. To the members of Webb En-
campment, as the receiving body, (in the absence of the Grand Bodies of
the State,) especial thanks are due. The entertainment generously pro-
vided by them for the General Grand Bodies, was sumptuous and elegant.
On the. evening after the final closing of the session, Col. Goodloe, of Lex-
ington, gave an elegant entertainment at his private residence, to such
members and their ladies as remained in the city. To this gentleman
and Dr. Ayres are the members of both bodies largely indebted for their
. untiring personal attentions and endeavors to render their stay in the city
pleasant and agreeable.

We are not aware that any thing occurred during the debates, or in the
proceedings, or in any other respect, to disturb the friendly relations or
wound the feelings of an individual member of either body. They met
on the level and parted on the square. So may they long continue to
meet and part,
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SURRENDER OF CHARTERS.

: Muscatine, Towa, September 13, 1853.

Bz. C. W. MoozrE :—Will you be kind enough to publish in your Freemasons’

Magazine, at your earliest convenience, the answers to the following interrogato-
ri®8? And very much oblige your subscriber, . L.D.P.

1. Can a subordinate Lodge by a two-thirds vote,‘sqrrendet her Charter, and by
that act demise ? or is it necessary that the Charter should be received by the G.
L. (or the G. M. during recess) ? or, in other words, if a Lodge of say 24 members,
should decide by resolution unanimously (with three exceptions) to surrender their
Charter, and the R. W. Grand Secretary receives the same, with the effects—is it
necessary that the Grand Lodge (or Grand Master) approve their action before the
Lodge can cease to exist ¢

2. What is the smallest number that can hold a Charter ; or if there be three
dissenting votes to a surrender, have those three the power to retain the Charter,
the Grand Master granting permission ?

3. Where a surrender of Charter is not deemed advisable, can the members of a
Lodge demit down to a lesser number.than seven ; and if so to what number ?

Answer. The whole matter is subject to local regulation. There be-
ing no provision in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, to the contrary,
under the general practice in this country, a majority of the members
may vote to surrender the Charter. An acceptance of the Charter, either
by the Gramd Master or the Grand Lodge, we judge to be necessary to
complete the surrender ; because a condition of things might exist, when
it would be inexpedient, or even prejudicial to the interests of the Grand
Lodge, or other parties, to dissolve the Lodge, without first providing for
such contingencies as might arise from the measure.

As it requires seven petitioners to obtain a Charter, it would seem that
a less number cannot continue to hold it. The regulation of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts on this subject, covers the whole ground of the
inquiry of our correspondent, and as we held it to be a sound and conserva-
tive rule, based on correct Masonic principles, we quote it for his infor-
mation ; remarking, en passant, that it can hardly be urged as obligatory
where the principle it embodies has not been recognized, or where a dif-
ferent practice has obtained :—

‘“ As every warranted Lodge is a constituent part of the Grand Lodge, in which
assembly all the power of the Fraternity resides, it is clear that no other authority
can destroy the power granted by a warrant. If, therefore, the majority of any
Lodge should determine to leave the Institution, or that Lodge, the constitution, or
Power of assembling, remains with the rest of the members, who adhere to their
allegiance. If the number remaining shall, however, be reduced to less than seven,
the charter shgll be returned, agreeably to the regulation in such cases provided.”

The Gran Lodge of England has a similar provision in its Constitu-
tion; but, as before observed, the whole matter is subject to Grand Lodge
regulation. Where no such rule exists, under the practice in this coun«
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try, a majority of the members are, competent to vote to surrender the
Charter ; and under the same practice, we think no Lodge can exist with
a less number of members than seven.

[orr@iNaL.]

TRY THE SQUARE.

BY BR. DAVID BARKER.

Is a Brother off the track ?
Try the square ;
Try it round on every side:
Nothing draws a Craftsman back
Like the square, when well applied :
Try the square,

Is he crooked—is he frail 2
Try the square. -
Try it early—try it late—
When all other efforts fail, .
Try the square to make him straight.
Try the square.

Does he still persist in wrong 27—
Try the square.
Loves he darkness more than light 2—
Try it thorough—try it long— ®
Try the square to make him right ?—
Try the square.

Fails the square to bring him to ?
Try the square.
Be not sparing of the pains;
, While there’s such a work to do;
While a crook or knot remains,
Exzeter, Me., 1853. Try the square.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Lima, Peru, September 12, 1853,
My Dear Sir anp Br.—I have omitted to thank you before this for your
kind letter. It was of considerable service to me at the time. Since my
arrival here in May last, [ have paid many visits to the Lodges in Lima,
and are beginning to understand their rites and ceremonies to some ex-
tent ; my limited knowledge ofSpanish not enabling me to ?; so fully, as
yet. I hope eventually to master the language, and shall then be glad to

forward communications to you from time to time respecting the Order
here. : '
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I hand you herewith a list of the members of the Supreme Council
33d, and of the Grand Oricnt National. Of the first body I may remark,
that it is, as all Supreme Councils ought to be,a very select one. The
last named lll. Brother is the President of the Republic. He was ad-
mitted to the Council a short time since, at a special meeting ; on which
occasion it was my good fortune to be present.

Supreme Council—Matias Leon, S. G. C.; Francisco Javier Mariatigui, Lt. G.
C.; Thomas R. Eldredge, G. Chan. ; Manuel Ygarsa, G. Sec.; Antonio J. Fer-
reyra, G. M. C.; Manuel Orosco, G. C. G. ; Pascual Saco, Raphael Saco, Anto-
nio Polanco, Francisco Quiros, Blas. J. Alamora, and Jose Rufno Echenigul.

Grand Orient National.—Matias Leon, G. Master ; Thomas R. Eldredge, D. G.
M. ; Fratci.co Javier Mariatigui, S. G. W.; Francisco Quiros, J. G .W.; Miguel
Soldivar, G. Sec. Fraternally yours,

R. H. HarTLEY, 33d.
- Charles W. Moore, Esq., U. 8. A,

LONDON FREEMASONS’GIRLS*SCHOOL.

Tae sixtyfifth anniversary of this interesting Masonic Charity, was held at
. London on the 18th May last. Nearly four hundred Brethren were present, and
' the subscriptious for the present year, amounted to rising eight thousand dollars.
The following extract from the report of the proceedings as given in the Re-
© view, will be acceptable to our readers :—

At this stage of the proceedings the children, educated in the Masonic Girls’
School, accomnpanied by the Members of the Honse Committee, the Stewards,
the Matran and Governesses, entered the room, the Brethren welcoming them
with repeated bursts of approbation. As they proceeded round the room, it was
impossible not to be struck with their healthy and happy appearance, as denoted
by their grateful looks and expressions, and to be impressed with the pleasurable
fact, that but for this invaluable Charity, many of those interesting and well-con-
ducted orphans might have been thrown upon the wide world and been deprived
of that protection, care, and education, which it is the laudable characteristic of
this Institution to bestow. On reaching the dais, the children sang, in a beautiful
and touching manner, the following hymn, composed for the occasion by Br.
Hubbs, P. G. Organist.

PESTIVAL HYMN.

With grateful hearts, and hands upraised,
Once more our thanks are given §
Aguin from hence our prayers arise,
To God, the Lord of Heaven !
Each day we feel His love increase,
Each year your bountigs rise ;
You shield us from all earthly ills,
He guides us to the skies.

The Son of Man—Hz koew no place
Whereon.to lay His head :

A stable was His drear abode,
A manger was His bed,
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But you for us provide & home,
A mansion of delight,

Where lovg shall find a heritage,
And every hope be bright.

Then, shall we not most grateful be
To Him who opens wide

The flood gates of such charity,
As that which bids provide

The houseless with a dwelling-place,
The orphan with a home;

Who bids fell ignorance depart,
And righteousness to come ?

O yes! to God all praise be given,
The God of might and power;
May He, oh benefactors dear,
Rich blessings on you shower. N
Hallelujah ! Amen.

After the singing of this Hymn of Praise,

The Grand Master said he would now propose what might be termed the toast of
the evening, namely, *‘ Success and prosperity to the Royal Freemasons’ School for
Female Children” (much cheering). In giving this toast, he felt that he ought to
call to their minds that they were celebrating the sixtyfifth anniversary of this
Charity (cheers). It would be in the remembrance of many of the Brethren, that
the lease of the Girls’ School expired this year, the building having been erected in
1788, the lease being one of sixtyfive years, at a ground-rent of 571, the building
and outlay having cost 10,000l. When it was originally built it stood almost alone,
only one_building being near it, the Royal Circus, now the Surrey Theatre ; it was
then in an airy situation, with ample space for exercise and plenty of fresh air ; but
there was one Ereat drawback to it, namely, that it was below high water mark,
which rendered it exceedingly damp. Within the last thirty years, however, that
part of the town had so increased, that it became surrounded by a bad description of
dwelling houses, no space remained for recreation or exercise, and the air became
bad and unhealthy. Under those circumstances, it was necessary for the House
Comnmittee to consider whether a new lease should be applied for, or whether they
should endeavor to find a situation in a more distant localitz, where a purer air and
space for exercise and recreation could be secured for the children. The first
course w{:ich they took was to ascertain upon what terms the corporation of Lon-
don would grant a new lease, and they ascertained that they should be required to -
pay a ground rent of 120, and to expend 4,000l in rebuilding the premises, to-
wards which the old materials of the present building would realize about 500!. Under |
these circumstances, it was thought better to give up the old school, and to select .
a locality at a greater distance from London. A place was found at St. John’s Hill, |
Wadsworth, admirably adapted for the purpose, being freehold property, with an -
excellent and ample supply of pure water. The whole expense of the purchase of
this ground, and erecting a new building according to the design of the architect,
Br. Hardwick, G. S. of W., in a substantial manner, and fitted for a first-class charity |,
school of one hundred children, as complete as could be desired, with plenty of space '
for recreation and exercise, involved an outlay of 12,000L ; such an outlay was, how- |

ever, far more economical than patchjng up the old school, and keeping the chil- |
dren in a situation so ill-calculated for their health and recreation (cheers). Solarge |
an outlay, however, required great exertions to raise the necessary funds, and to
enable the House Committee to carry out this undertaking ; but he was happy to
say that last year the sum raised was beyond what any one expected ; and al-
though still further exertions were required to put the school in the state in which
it ought to’be, he hoped that the Brethren would this evening show that their
means, as well as their inclination, were adequate to the emergency of the case,
and creditable to the Craft in general (cheers). In the neighborhood of the school
there was a church, which afforded easy access to religious worship ; and the salu- |
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brity of the situation was such, that, notwithstanding the past winter had been
very severe, the children had been more healthy, and appeared so now, than they
had ever been before. He thought that all that could, had been done and underta-
ken ; but the first year of a new house was always the most trying, and therefore
it was most satisfactory to find, that as far as their own energies went, aided by the
excellent governess of this institution and her valuable assistants, they had succeeded
in keeping the children in such good health, for he felt confident that in every face
better health and stronger constitutions were perceptible (cheers). He was quite
sure that what they saw before thém at this moment would stimulate them to con-
tinue those exertions, and to act so liberally and charitably as to make their sixty-
fith anniversary the most glorious of the whole series (cheers) ; for much as he val-
ved all their Masonic Charities, he could not withhold from them that he regarded
the Girls’ School as the chief, and that of which the Craft had the greatest reason
to be proud (much cheering). If that school failed, Masonry would be degraded,
and as Charity was the emblem of their Order, he thought that the best way of
showing it was in the maintenance of such an Institution, and he felt confident that
they entertained as high an estimation of it as they ever had done. With these
remarks, he should leave the cause in their hands, feeling assured that the scene
before them would exercise a beneficial influence, and give effect to the promptings
of their generous hearts (loud and continued cheers).

Br. Beadon, P. G. J. W, then came forward, and teking Ellen Tucker, an in-

teresting child, by the hand, said it now hecame his pleasing duty, as on former"

occasions, to present to his lordship the girl, who had so conducted herself as to
meet the approbation of the Matron, the teachers, and House Committee, and to
be declared by the unanimous voice of the children to be most entitled to the sil-
ver medal (cheers). This girl, whose name was Ellen Tucker, came from the
Isle of Wight, one of the smallest Provinces under his lordship’s control ; on the
last occasion he had the pleasure of presenting a girl from one of the largest
Provinces, namely, from his lordship’s own Riding in Yorkshire. It had afford-
ed him great gratification to present one from so large a Province, and equally so
now to present one from the smallest Province. He begged, therefore, to present
to his lordship Ellen T'ucker, and trusted that she would through life be as distin-
guished for similar good conduct to that which she has evinced during the time
that she had been an inmate of the Girls’ School (cheers).

The Grand Master then invested the child with the silver medal, and said he
had great pleasure in presenting her with that token, which he felt sure she had
well deserved, and he trusted that she would keep it as a record of her good
conduct, and in future years continue to bear as high a character as she had won
for herself from the House Committee, her teachers, and yonng companions (much
cheering). The girl then courtsied in acknowledgment to the G. M. and the
Brethren, after which the children sang, in a charming manner, the following
hymn, “ Good Night.”

Adieu, O benefactors dear,
Farewell for yet another year ;

May you till then in peace be blest
With days of joy, and nights of rest.

Once more, good night, O patrons dear ;
May you at ev’ry coming year
With love fraternal each one greet,
And live in lasting friendship sweet.
Good night again, may heavenly light
Shine o'er you all. Good night, guoed night.

On the conclusion of thi3 hymn the children once more proceeded round the
Hall, while the Brethren emptied into their little aprons every remnant of the de-
sert, so that, like the honey bee, they returned home laden with sweets.

4
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THE CLERGY AND FREEMASONRY.

[Remarks by R. W. Br. Thos. DoveLas Harrixaton, Prov G. M. for Quebec, &c. at
! the banquet, vn the 27th Dec. lest ]

In all ages, ministers of religion have been distinguished ornaments of society,
and remarkable for their deep researches into the hidden mysteries of nature and
science ; and it is to them, perhaps, more than to any other class ot intelligence
that the * system” npon which we work has been su fully developed, that the
light of Masonry shines with moral refulgence over the entire habitable glube.
Turn to the ancient mysteries, with which you are no doubt familiar, and you
will find that although the grand object of the priests, in thuse days, was to pre-
serve a pure and unsullied knowledge of the one Great God, the Father of Laght,
yetreligion was not the sole object of their atteation, because Astronomy, Geomn-
etry, Mathematics, and Architecture were diligently investigated and taught by
them; and in remote ages when knowledge was of slow and difficult attainment,
when its general diffusion was regarded as dangerous and impolitic, all branches
of learning and science which were confined to the Priests or Magi alone were
only communicated to those who could fully appreciate their excellence ; and the
utinost caution was observed by the learned, that a knowledge of the hidden mys-
teries should only be imparted by steps or degrees uuti} the mind became grad-
ually regenerated and wade capable of contemplating the attributes of the Crea-
tor, the Great Architect of the Universe. It is not my intention to detain you
upon any thing like a history of Freemasonry, because such would he far beyond
the reach of my ability; but while there can be no doubt that many regulur as-
semblies of Masons were held prior to the Christian Era, an eminent writer ns-
serts that the institution “ originated in the mind of Adam and descending pure
through the antediluvian ages was afterwards taught by Ham, and from him,
amidst the impurities of mankind, flowed unpolluted and unstained by idolatry
unto these times,” The wisest and the best of men in all ages have encouraged
and promoted the art, and it has been matter of speculation and surprize among
the uninitiated how the *“tie” should have stood as a rock of all ages, unbroken
and unchanged; but until they “see the light,” they must remain in the darkness
of the popular world. It is the pride and glory of the Craft that it acknowledges
no religious distinction, for all denominations ineet upon the same level, without
the semblance of acerbity, and it does not matter whether a Brother shall ac-
knowledge no law divine but the Mosaic, or kneel with the Christian to Our
Father, who art in Heaven, we are travelling on the same stage of time and noth-
ing can sever the ‘ bond”’ but the grave. Frow the days of the putriarchs to ti:e
present, initiation into the sublime mysteries of our Order hus tended to raise the
mind from the things of sense to what lies beyond the grave ; and although the
institution has undergone severe trials whilst the ruthless hand of Tine has
swept away nations and kingdoms of the earth, yet in substance the Royal art re-
mains unchanged and unchangeable. Notwithstanding the corruption and de-
baucheries which prevailed, especially in Greece, in the dark ages—notwith-
standing the machinations of ignorance and prejudice in succeeding genera-
tions—notwithstanding the strong arm of the law having enacted penal statutes
in times of greater civilization to obscure the “ light” ot Masonry—notwithstand-
ing every device of the uninitiated and popular world to persecute and to crush
the exponents of wisdom, and all who secretly encouraged the art divine—yet by
the blessing of the Grand Geonetrician ot the universe, the rays ot light which
first beamed in Egypt, and brightened in Greece, and spread over the world,
could not be obscured, but now shine in every region of the earth, and will con-
tinue to shine as the stars until all things sha\l be revealed. I'he woudirn sys-
temn of Freemasonry may not be so closely ideutified with architecture as it was
in former days, and particularly within the puast twa centuries ; but we who are
not operative but Free and Accepted Masons, apply the rule and the line,and the
square and the level to our lives and actions, that thereby we may be enabled
to raise up spiritual mansions to our everlasting happiness.
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CHARACTER OF WASHINGTON.
BY DR. B. T. KAVANAUGH.
| From his address at St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 4.]

WasaineTon was a man! He was only a man; and possessed just such pro-
perties of nature as dre common to our race. The God of nature, it is true, gave
hin a soand and well balaneed mind, of unusnal streneth and vigor —a heart full
of sympathy for his country and his kind, with an ardent affection for truth and
every moral excellence—a body well and truly developed in every part and
power, and so admirably blended and balanced as to develope a perfect man, in
all the symmetry and beaunty of his nature. Yet, with all this, he was but a
man, with like passions with ourselves, and subject to all the errors and evils to
which fallen humanity is heir. We mmnst, therefore, look to some other source
than his natural endowments for the development of those powers in the strength
we find them to exist in our beloved Washington,

Fortunately for our inquiry, we are not left to grope our way in the dark, in
seeking after the true cause of the magnitude of the moral and intellectual pro-
portions of the character of Washington ; the light of heaven eheds its beams
upon the darkness before us, and we are cheered in our labors by the unerring
councils of Divine wisdom The light of God’s truth imparts a perception and
vizor to the mind indispensible to its uniform and correct action, and affords to
the heart a responsive sensibility which arouses every pure and girtuous emotion,
These form the basis of every great and noble conception, and give energy and
;noral courage to the whole man, for the active duties of a noble and virtuous

ife.

Virtue and intelligence united, form the only basis on which human society
can be sustained in the enjoyment of civil, social and domestic bliss. They form
the baris of every well regulated family, society and government, and it was be-
cause Washington possessed them to a very eminent degree that he excelled in
the wisdom of his councils, and the integrity of his purposes.

But where shall we find this school of wisdom and virtue? At- what shrine or
altar shall we seek for the inspiration of heart and soul which elevates the mind
to nnble deeds, and guards the heart from the dominion of sordid selfishness? We
answer that the history of the life of our illustrious Washington gives us the best
solution to this momentons question. The follies of infidelity could find no place
in his heart,—He came to the lights of Divine 'I'ruth as taught by Christianity
and ancient Freemasonry.

The former presented the broad platform of pure morality upon which to stand
in the discharge of his duties toward his God, and pointed him away to a blissful
immortality beyond the grave. The latter presents the same platform of morali-
ty, and apon it establishes an order of social intercourse in the sirictest confor-
mity to the Divine Law. Here the general duties of Christianity are in the most
strict and special manner enjoined. Here the “ good man and true’,’ after being
instructed in the rules of the most rigid morality and decorum, takes upon him-
self the solemn obligation to act toward his fellows by the plumb line of recti-
tade—to stand upon the level with all good men, and square every thought, word
or deed, by the square of virtue. Here, too, the lessons of patriotism and national
liberty are taught from first principles. Here, every element that enters into the
character of a true American citizen finds a home, and is cultivated to such a
degree that every good Mason is taught the happy art of * self-government”’—to
keenp his passionsin due bounds toward all men—to be true to his government
and just to his country—not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but to con-
form with cheerfulness to the government of the couutry in which he lives,
Thus a bond of union of great moral power is formed in the bosom of our coun-
try on the purest principles, having for its object the salvation of the human race
and the happiness of all men. .

Is it strange then, that Washington, whose heart glowed like the “ Pot of In-
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cense,” with every manly virtue, should seek to unite himself to such a society ?
It is not, and hence on the 4th of November, 1752, just one hundred years ago
this day, when he was just entering upon the active and responsible career that
awaited him, in his 21st year, he entered the Lodge at Fredericksburgh, Va., No.
4—was passed on the 3d of March, 1753, and raised on the 4th of August of the
samne yeur to the sublime degree of a Master Mason, all in the same Lodge.

dbituary.

Pror. GREENLEAF.

Since issuing our last number we have the sorrowful duty to record the death of
our distinguished Brother, Simon Grernpear. He died suddenly—supposed to be
of the heart-complaint—at his residence in Cambridge, on the night of the 6th of
October last, .

Simon Greenleaf was born in 1783, at Newburyport—studied law with Judge
Whitman, late Chief Justice of the S. J. Court of Maine—commenced practice at
Standish, in the County of Cumberland in 1806—and in 1818 removed to Portland,
where his integrity and abilities soon commanded a large business. When the Su-
preme Court of that State was first organized after the separation from Massachu-
setts in 1820, he was appointed Reporter, and held the office until 1832. Nine
elaborate volumes of Reports, enriched with the learned and valuable opinions
of the late eminent Chief Justice Mellen, evince the industry, fidelity and felici-
tous inanner in which he performed the duties of that responsible office. Few if
any Reports of this country have been more judiciously conducted, and are of more
judicial authority among the profession.

In 1834, Mr. Greenleaf was chosen Professor of Law in Harvard University, and
at the death of the lamented Judge Story in 1846, was promoted to the chair of
the Dane Professorship, and held that office until 1846, when he resigned it from ill
health. He was honored with the degree of A. M., from Bowdoin College in 1817
and in 1845, with L. LD. of Harvard University—Degrees in this instance con-
ferred on real merit, and not by the solicitation of friends on ignorance and imbe-
cility. . .

Mr. Greenleaf as a lawyer was faithful, upright and eloquent ;—as a professor of
law, learned, concise and very happy in his winning and congenial way and man-
ner of imparting instruction ;—as a counsellor, safe and sound in his advice and
opinions,—in conversation, rich in matter and fluent,—in his style concise and
clear, and so particular and neat in his chirography, that he would not pardon him-
self an uncrossed t or an undotted i ;—and in his walk aud deportment of life, a man
of dignity, friendliness, and unassuming manner, with all the softness of the Old
School, and none of the noise and bustle of the New one.

Mr. Greenleaf was an Episcopalian, and wrote a valuable work in 1846, *“ An
Examination of the Testimony of the Four Evangelists.” He also wrote a Treatise
on Evidence in three volumes, and published several standard works on Law, with
useful notes and comments of his own.

Want of space limits our notice of this excellent man. His early life in the pro-
fession was clouded with trials, difficulties and embarrassments, from which he em-
erged with honor. For a long period he was a member of our Fraternity, and soon
after the separation was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. He wrote
an Essay on Masonry, entitled * A Brief Inquiry into the Origin and Principles of
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Freemasonry.” Though his numerous avocations for several years past prevented
his meeting with the Brethren, yet he was always a firm friend and faithful adher-
ent to the tenets of the Order, as will appear by his recent letter on page 8 of this
number. :
In a word, the community has lost a worthy and excellent member, and our So-
ciety a distingunished Brother ; and though time had touched his locks with his iron
hand, yet his unclouded and vigorous mind promised many more years of useful-
ness, when he was called from us, we trust, to a loftier sphere on high.
An eloquent eulogium on his character was pronounced by the learned Prof.
Theophilus Parsons, at Dr. Newall’s Church, in Cambridge, on the 20th of October.
Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit,
Many good men wept at his death. 1. H. 8.

Carrain IRA BAXTER.

The following resolutions were passed at a meeting of the Fraternal Lodge,
Barnstable, Mass. :—

Whereas, by a dispensation of the Great Grand Master of the Universe, our Br.
Iza BaxTer has been raised from this to the Celestial Lodge above, therefore '

Resolved, That as members of Fraternal Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons,
we mourn the departure of this our Brother, and jSympathize with his afflicted fam=
ily in the loss they have thus sustained. .

Resolved, That as Masons, we submit to this decree of our Great Grand Master,
with the fond hope that we shall meet at last in the Great Grand Lodge, where
parting shall be known nc¢ more. ' :

Resolved, That we will endeavor to imitate and practice the virtues of our de-
ceased Brother, and to live as he lived—in peace with all men.

Resolved, That as a testimony of our respect for our deceased Brother, we will
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered in the records of this Lodge, and that
the Secretary be instructed to forward a copy of them to the family of our deceased
Brother ; also, to the Freemasons’ Magazine, and to each of the County papers for
publication.

M. W. H. R. W. HILL.

It having pleased the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, in the dispensation of an
Allwise Providence, to remove from our midst, and the sphere of his usefulness on
earth, our beloved Brother and Most Worshipful Grand Master, Harey R. W,
HiLi, whose many virtues and lofty qualities of integrity and uprightness, won for
him universal esteem and confidence, and whose practical illustration of the true
principles of Masonry ever distinguished him as a member of our Order. Be it

Resolved, By the Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana, that in the death of H.
R. W. Hill, the cause of humanity has lost one of its strongest friends, our country
one of its most enterprising and useful citizens, and Freemasonry one of its bright-
est ornaments. ) :

Resolved, That while we bow with submission to the decree of Omnipotence
which has called him hence, we sincerely and deeply deplore his loss, as that of a
warm hearted friend, and a true and faithful Brother.

Resolved, That in token of our sorrow, and respect for his memory, the Hall of
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the Grand Lodge, and those of the respective Subordinate Lodges under our juris
diction, be dressed in mourning’ until the next regular communication, and that all
the members of the Grand Lodge, and of:Lodges under its jurisdiction, shall wea
a badge of mourning (black crape in the button hole of coat, left side) for thirty
days. )

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings, duly attested by the Grand Secre-
tary, and under the seal of the Grand Lodge, be conveyed to James Dick Hill, the
only surviving child of our late Most Worshipful Grand Master, with assurance:
of our deep sympathy with him in his melancholy bereavement, and irreparable
loss. -
Resolved, That the Grand Secretary send a copy of these proceedings to all the
Lodges of this jurisdiction, to all Grand Lodges with whom we are in correspon-
dence, and to the principal Masonic Journals of the United States, and newspapers
of this city, for publication. All of which is submitted,

J. H. HovLranp, Chairman.

Broraer HIRAM BAKER.,
" Hall of Franklin Lodge, No. 57, La.
Whereas Br. Hiran Baxer has been called by death while on his way home
from this place, and whereas it is proper in such cases to express our sorrow and
* submission to the dispensation of Divine Providence, as well as a sympathy with
the bereaved relations of the deceased, therefore
Resolved, That in the removal by death of our Brother, we see and acknowledge
the finger of God, and cheerfully, though sorrowfull,y submit to his Divine will.
Resolved, That in the death of Br. Baker, his amiable wife has lost a loving hus-
band, his child a kind and indulgent father ; those who lived near him, an obliging
neighbor, the community generally a valuable citizen—and our Order a member.
Resolved, That we tender our deepest sympathy to his bosom companion anl
friends, and assure them that though he died by the hands of the all devouring
scythe of time, and away from home, yet there are hearts here that will ever cher
ish his memory as Brother does for Brother.
Resolved, That a copy of the above be transmitted to the ' widow of the deceased,
together with a letter of condolence. L. R. CurTis,
Tuomas MarTIN.
WiLson McKzracrt.

Brorrer D. E. MEAD.
Hull of Franklin Lodge, No. 57,La.
Whereas it has pleased the Great Architect of the Universe, to remove by death
from among us, our well beloved Brother D. E. Mgao, of this Parish ; thus sever-
ing the dear and tender connexion of father and husband, and sundering the mystic
tie of Masonic Fraternity—it is therefore
Resolved, That we, the Brethren of Franklin Lodge, No. 57, at Franklin, Lou-
isiana, do hereby express our deep and heartfelt sorrow at the mournful bereave:
ment which has vacated the place of a warm hearted Brother and high minded
gentleman, who, in the meridian of life, was yet occupied in the active and afﬁ’.c-
tionate offices of the domestic circle, and in discharging the duties of an enterpris
ing public spirited citizen'and kind hearted neighbor.

Resolved, Th“ in the demise of Brother Mead, the country and this neighbor-
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hood equally has Jost an enterprising and useful citizen ; his family a kind and af-
fectionate father, a fond husband, a firm friend; and we, a highly respected and
worthy Brother.

Resolved, That we mourn with the widow and children, the untimely extinction
of so much conjugal and parental fidelity, and offer our sincerest condolence upon
8o distressing a calamity. '

Resolved, That the Secretary present a duly authenticated copy of the foregoing -
Resolutions to the widow and family of our deceased Brother in token of our high
regard for his many virtues, and as an expression of our sympathies for their be-
reavement. L. R. CurTis,

Tuovas MarTix,
WiLson McKgrarr.

Docror N. C. PALMER.

At a meeting of Jamaica Lodge, No. 63, of F. A. M., held at the Masonic Hall,
in Tunica, West Feliciana, La., on the 17th of Sept. 1853. The following pream-
ble and resolutions were unanimously adopted :—

Whereus, it has pleased the Almighty Disposer of all events, to remove from us
by death, our beloved worthy Brother and the Secretary of our Lodge, Doctor N.
C. PaLmer, who departed this life on the 20th August last, at his residence in Tu-
nica, in the 26th year of his age.

Resolved, That in the removal of our departed Brother, we are called to mourn
one who was guided by a discriminating intellect in his deeds of charity applied
to worthy objects, one, who by his example of integrity and unsullied honor, re-
flected upon our institution an undiminished lustre. We feel that he was a bright
light in our midst. And * although dead yet speaketh” in language of encourage-
ment and hope to follow his bright example, that our reward may be as his.

Resolved, That we tender to his friends and relatives our condolence and the sym-
pathies of our hearts in the afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence which has
fallen so heavily upon them. ' ‘

Resolved, That as a testimonial of respect for the deceased, we will wear the
usual badge of mourning, and cause the furniture and jewels of the Lodge to be
dressed in the same for 90 days, also, his station in the Lodge to be clothed in the
same for the unexpired term of his office.

Resolved, That the Secretary enter these proceedings on the minutes of the
Lodge, and send a copy to the father of the deceased, and also to request the publi-
cation of the same in the Freemasons' Monthly Magazine, and the papers of East
and West Feliciana.

A true copy.
Attest, N. E. Rosinson, Sec’y pro tem:

. Mg. DAVID MARTIN.

In this city, on the 19th October, Mr. Davio MarTiN, aged 24 years. The de-
ceased was the eldest son of our esteemed Brother WiLLiam C. MarTiN, Sen. Lec-
turer of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. He was not a member of the Frater-
nity, though he had it in contemplation to become so at an early day, had his life
been spared. He was a young man of much promise, amiable disposition and un-
sullied character. We deeply sympathize with his parents and friends in their
great affliction,
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G~We have devoted so much space to
the proceedings of the Gen. Grand Chapter
and.Encainpment of the United States, that
several other matters requiring our attention,
are necessarily deferred until next month.

- Among them are the inquiries submitted by
dent at Pri , Mi.

our corresp.

§3We are gratified to learn that our
Brethren at Nassau, New Providence, Baha-
mas, are progressing with encouraging suc-
cess in their efforts for the ercction of a new
Masonic Temple at that place. The fund at
present amounts to £654 14s. 3d.

0Z"In our recent visit to the West, we
were afforded an opportunity to examine the
rooms recently fitted up for the accommoda-
tion of the Lodges of Perfection and Coun-
cils of Princes of Jerusalem, at Columbus
and Cincinnati, Ohio ; and take great pleas-
ure in saying, that for elegance of style and
fitness in the arrangemeats, they are not sur-
passed by any similar halls in ‘the”country.
The Brethren at both places have spared
neither pains nor expense in adapting the
rooms to their necessities, nor in the decora-
tions. They have our hest wishes for their
future prosperity.

Gaanp Lopee oF IiLiNois held its an-
nual communication at Springfield, on the
4th Ociober. The following officers were
elected for the current year :—William B.
Warren, G. M. ; James L. Anderson, . G.
M.; T. 0. Wilson, G. S. W, William H.
Turner, G. J. W.: H. G. Reynolds, G. S.;
W. McMurtry, G. Tr.

Gex. Graxp Lopae.—The number of
Brethren in attendance on the Gen. Grand
Bodies at Lexington, who were empowered
or felt themselves authorized to act with re-
ference to the organization of a Gen. Grand
Lodge, was too small for any practical pur-
pose. They however had a meeting and ap-
pointed a committee to address a Circular to
the several Grand Lodges, proposing the
calling of a Convention at Washington, D.
C. at some future day. We understand that
a form of organization was suggested, and
will also be submitted by the committee.

- Bap CoxpiTioN.—A correspundent sends
us the following ;—

. “ I'almost despair sometimes of ever see-
inga Lodge in this place : I am sorely
tempted at times never to meet with thiem
again. [ am not a member here ; am kept
from joining this Lodge simFly because they
do not take more pains to inform themselves,
and are so willing to let things go at loose

ends. The Worshipful Master cannot give
a lecture in either degree, nor keep the order

of the work in the third ; but yet they keep do-
ing, doing, poixg. They have juast had their
By-Laws printed, and to them are attached the
names of several as members of the Lodge
who have only been passed or entered.

What ought I, in duty to the Fraternity
aud to myself, to do ?—continue to visit the
Lodge and urge to duty and right, or stay
away? I have auxiously asked this ques-
tion of myself, but don’t know how to an-
swer it. J.o.p”

Our answer is, ‘ continue to visit the
Lodge and urge to duty and right.” Or
what might be still better, become a mem-
ber, and take the government into your own
hands. Your talents will command and
your Brethren will cheerfully yield to you
any place you may desire or will accept.
Such a Master as they now have will ruin
the best Lodge in the country in two years.

“The Tower Gudrd’—is the singular
name assumed by a class of disaffected
Brethren in New York city, who have or-
ganized themselves into an association for
gurposes which we do not fully understand.

t is said to be a party association, and an-
tagonistic to the present organization of the
Grand Lodge of the State. Past G. Master
Coles and P. G. Secretary Powell, we are
told, are active members of it. Whatever
its character and purposes may be, it is an
anomaly in Freemasonry. The title is not
its least remarkable feature, for a Masonic
association.

TresTLe-Boarp.—~Orders for the Trestle-
Board, now in general use as a text-book in
the Lodges, Chapters, &c. will be received
2{ ang of the principal hooksellers in the

nited States, and executed without delay ;
or they may be forwurded directly to this
office. Single copies, or larger packages,
can be sent by mail, to any part of the coun-
try. Single copies will be so sent, postage
paid, at $1 25 a copy ; or $12 by the dozen ;
at the risk of the publisher.

Wanied.—Nos. l,md 7 of vol. 12; also,
No. 1 of vol. 10, of this Magazine.

PR
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THE PROPOSED «“NATIONAL CONFEDERA-
- TION.

In compliance with the request contained in the concluding resolution,
we cheerfully lay before our readers the following report of the proceed-
ings of delegates assembled at Lexington, Ky., in September, to consider
the expediency of another attempt to organize a Gen. Grand Lodge :—

‘“ A Convention of Masonic Delegates from several Grand Lodges in the United
States, in attendance on the triennial meeting of the Gen. G. Chapter and Gen. G.
Encampment, was held at the Masonic Hall, in the city of Lexington, State of Ken
tucky, on the 17th day of September, A. L. 5853, pursuant to previous request and
notice.

On motion, M. W. Narmax B. HasweLL, of Vermont, was appointed President,
end R. W. Jonw L. Lewis, Jr., of New York, and R. W. ELipEALET G. STORER, Of
Connecticut, were chosen Secretaries,

The following named Delegates appeared, produced their credentials, and took
their seats in the Convention as members. : ‘

Maine—M. W. A. B. Thompson. Vermont—M. W. Nathan B. Haswell, M. W.
Philip C. Tucker. Rhode Island—M. W. William Field, W. J. A. D. Joslyn.
Connecticut—M. W. David Clark, R. W. Eliphalet G. Storer, R. W. George F.
Daskam. New York—R.W.Ezra S, Barnum, R. W. John L. Lewis, Jr., W. Thom-
as C. Edwards. .

The objects of the Convention were briefly and pertinently stated by the Presi-
dent to be, the consideration of a suitable plan to be presented for a National Grand
Lodge, or Confederation of Grand Lodges of the Masonic Fraternity in the United
States, for the speedy and final adjustment and decision of matters in difference,
which may arise between the various Grand Lodges, to promote uniformity in
work, and to cultivate the general good of the Fraternity.

On motion of M. W. Br. Clark of Conn.,

Resolved, That tepresentatives from other States present, attending the G. Grand
Bodies, and not accredited as Delegates, be invited to take seats in the Convention
and participate in its proceedings.
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Whereupon the following Brethren enrolled their names : —

District of Columbia—M. W. Benj. B. French. Kentucky—M. W.Isaac_Cun-
ningham, R. W. Philip Swigert. Illinois—R. W, Levi Lusk. Georgia— R. W.
Philip T. Schley. Michigan—R.W. Ezra Platt. Indiana—R. W.Isaac Bartlett.
Missouri—R. W. Joseph Foster, W. G. H. Melody. J4labaima—R. W. Amand P.
Pfister. Ohio—R. W. John Brown. Mississippi—R. W. Charles Kopperl. Vir-
ginia—W, John Wilson. .

On motion of M. W, Br. Tucker, of Vt. :—

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, to report suitable resolutions
embracing a plan of action for the consideration of this Convention, at an adjourn-,
ed meeting.

The following Brethren were appointed such committee, (M. W. Br, Tucker hav-
ing been, at his own request, excused from serving thereon) :—

M. W. A. B. Thompson, of Maine ; M. W. William Field, of Rhode Island ; M.
W. Benj. B. French, of Dist. of Columbia ; M. W. David Clark, of Connecticut ;
R. W. John L. Lewis, Jr,, of New York.

The Convention then adjourned, to Monday evening.

Monday, Eve., Sept. 19, 1853.

The Convention re-assembled, pursuant to adjournment : M. W, Narrax B, Has-
WELL, presiding. ’

M. W. Br. Thompson, of Maine, from the committee appointed for that purpose,
submitted the following report, which having been read and considered, was unan-
imously adopted. ’

The committee appointed by the Delegates of several Grand Lodges of the U.
States, assembled in Convention at Lexington, Kentucky, September, 1853, for the
purpose of taking into consideration the proposition sabmitted by the Grand Lodge
of Maine, to form a * General Grand Lodge of the United States,” having duly con-
sidered the proposition, ask leave to report :—

That in their opinion it is inexpedient at this time to attempt the formation of a
General Grand Lodge ; but, from a free interchenge of opinion among the dele-
gates assembled, your committee believe that a proposition for a National Confed-
eration, for specific objects, would meet the approbation of the several G. Lodges
of the Union. They therefore submit the following plan therefor :—

First—That all matters of difficulty which may hereafter atise in any Grand
Lodges, or between two or more Grand Bodies of the same Order, which cannot
by their own action be satisfactorily adjusted or dispos&d of, shall, if the impor-
tance of the case or the common welfare of the Fraternity demand it, be submitted,
with accompanying evidence and documents, to the several Grand Lodges, in their
individual capacities ; and the concurrent decision thereon of two-thirds of the
whole number, officially communicated, shall be held authoritative, binding, and
final, on all parties concerned.

Seond—That from and after the adoption of the foregoing proposition by two-
thirds of the several Grand Lodges, its provisions shall be considered ratified, and
all matters therein contgmplatei for adjustment shall then and thereafter take the
course prescribed. )

Third—That each of the Grand Lodges be requested to adopt a resolution (if they
accede to the proposed measure) Fledging themselves to abide the concurrent deci-
sions of two-thirds of the several Grand Lodges, relating to all matters submitted
to their action.

For the purpose of further maturing the plan for the proposed Confederation,
your committee propose that the several Grand Lodges be respectfully requested
to send one or more Delegates each, to a Convention to be held at Washington, D-
C.,-on the first Wednesday of January, 1855, to consider such propositions as may
be submitted by the several Grand Lodges in relation thereto. :

s
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The committee further recommend that the proceedings of this Convention be of-
ficially communicated to the several Grand Lodges'in the United States.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
A. B. TaompsoN,
Joan L. Lewis, Jr.
B. B. Frencs, Committee.
Davip Crark,

WinLiam Fievp,
Lexington, Ky., Sept. 19, 1853.

On motion of R. W. Br. Swigert, of Ky.,

* Resolved, That the proceedings of this Convention, attested by its officers, be pub-

lished under the direction of the Secretaries, and transmitted to the several Grand
Lodges, and that their publication be respectfully requested in the various Masonic
periodicals of the United States.

The Convention then adjourned without day.

. 7 Narman B. Haswery, President.

{;_h'z;f;'sf':;::’ ™ }Becretaries.

It will be seen from the foregoing, that accredited delegates were pre-
sent from five States, namely, Maine, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut,and New York. Brethren from eleven other States attended the
Convention by invitation. Under such circumstances, the Convention
very properly considered it ¢ inexpedient to attempt the formation of a
General Grand Lodge.” ‘If such a body is ever to be formed in this
country, the preliminary steps must receive the sanction and coéperation
of a much larger proportion of the Grand Lodges, than were represented
at the above meeting; or it will be neither an efficient nor desirable or-
ganization. The failure of the proposition submitted two or three years
ago by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, in the form of a Constitution,
was a pretty decided, and to our minds conclusive, indication that such a
body is not desired by the Fraternity of the country ; or at least, that the
time has not yet arrived when it can be establishgd with any considerable
degree of unanimity. That Constitution was carefully drawn ; it was
guarded at every point; and the rights and entire independence of the
Grand Lodges were amply secured. But it failed to command the sup-
port mecessary to give it vitality. It was the turning point ; and from
that time to the present, the interest in the subject has been gradually, but
surely, subsiding, both in the Grand Lodges and among the Fraternity.
We think, therefore, that the Brethren assembled at Lexington, came to a
safe and proper conclusion, in resolving, that ¢ it is inexpedient at this
time to attempt the formation” of such a body.

Baut they present a new proposition, contemplating the establishment or
organization of a Masonic league, or alliance, to be denominated a * Ng-
tional Confederation.” The powers with which the body is to be invested,
and the purposes expected to be accomplished by it, are stated in the report
of the committee. If carried out agreeably to the plan submitted, it will

N
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be a supreme tribunal, possessing power to arraign before it, on char-
ges of misdemeanor, any member of the ¢ Confederation ;” that is, any
Grand Lodge, or any *two Grand Bodies of the same Order,” in the
country ; whenever “ the importance of the case” may demand it. It
will be seen that in this respect it bears no analogy to a court of appeals ;
inasmuch as the parties at difference are imperatively required to submit
the matterin controversy to its decision, without the privilege of any other
alternative than that they settle it between themselves. The plan, more
in detail, proposes :—

1. That all matters of difficulty which may arise ‘‘ in any Grand Lodges,” and
which cannot be amicably adjusted by the parties themselves, shall be submitted to
the confederated bodies. ,

We understand this provision to embrace internal differefices, only,—
such as may arise ¢n the body of any Grand Lodge. No specific diffi-
culties are named. ¢ AIl matters of difficulty” that may arise between
a Grand Lodge and one or more of its officers, or one or more of its sub-
ordinate Lodges, or between itself and an individual Brother, « shall be
submitted,” « if the importance of the case or the common welfare of the
Fraternity demand it.”” Who is to determine the degree of its impor-
tance, or by whom, or by what process, the case is to be taken out of the
hands of the Grand Lodge, is not stated. As the provision asks for the
surrender of no inconsiderable share of the disciplinary powers which the
Grand Lodges now possess and exercise as of independent and inherent
right, it is to be regretted that it is not less ambiguous in its terms, and
more full and specific in its statements.

2. That all matters of difficulty * between two or more Grand Bodies of the same
Order,” shall be submitted.

If we have construedythe language of the first proposition correctly, the
¢ Grand Bodies of the same Order,” here referred to, are Grand Lodges.
If, on the contrary, we have mistaken the intention of that proposition,
then the language here used must have reference to any ¢ two Grand Bo-
dies of the same Order” of Masonry—as Grand Chapters, Encampments,
&c. But this can hardly be the meaning ; for the Convention would not
assume to legislate with reference to any other than the Order of Ma-
sonry represented in its body. It is, however, a cause of regret, that the
language is not more precise ; for it is of the highest importance to the -
success of any measure of such magnitude as the present, that it shounld
be clearly and distinctly understood, as well in its terms as in its contem-
plated operations and results. We suppose, however, there can be no
doubt that the intention is, that

3. All matters of difficulty *“ between any two or more Grand Lodges,” shall be
submitted.
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We apprehend that the provision would have been more generally ac-
ceptable to the Grand Lodges, had it left the reference to be a matter of
agreement between the parties at issue. Difficulties between regularly
formed Grand Lodges, of so serious a nature as to demand the interven-
tion of third parties, are, however, of so rare occurrence, that, judging of
the future from the past, it is not probable this feature of the ¢ plan”
would very soon become of practical importance. And we presume it is

.not designed to apply to any other than lawful Grand Lodges. It assur-

edly cannot be intended to empower any spurious body of Masons, under
whatever name existing, to drag a lawful Grand Lodge, nolens volens, be-
fore the Fraternity of the country, on criminal charges,—to bring it down
to their own debasing level, regardless of all conditions and circumstan-
ces. Such a measure could scarcely be expected to meet with favor in
any Grand Lodge. We prespme therefore that such was not the inten-
tion of the Convention. -

4. The evidence and documents in the case in controversy, shall be submitted to
the several Grand Lodges, in their individual capacities.

Some such provision, though involving great labor, will of course be
necessary, should ‘the proposed plan be adopted. In mere -matters of le-
gislation, or questions of fact, or law, or individual rights, there might be
no objection to reducing the evidence and necessary explanations to wri-
ting. But suppose the difficulty grows out of circumstances, or involves
the consideration of matters, which it would be improper to place on pa-
perand transmit through the mails?—for it is possible that a Grand
Lodge may so corrupt its ritual as to demand investigation. This was
true of the old Grand Lodge of Louisiana. And in that case the Grand
Lodge of Mississippi, if our memory serves us, found it necessary to dis-
patch a committee to make the necessary inquiries in person,—the char-
acter of the facts being such that they could not properly be committed
to paper. As by the plan proposed, each Grand Lodge is to act indepen-
dently of its associates, the labor and expense, in similar cases, would of
course be increased in the ratio of the number of Grand Lodges in the
% Confederation.” The Louisiana case however stands alone. It has
no precedent ; nor can we now call to mind any other ¢ matter of diffi-
culty”” which has ever arisen between any two Grand Lodges, of regular
standing, in this country, of a character demanding ‘the intervention of a
third party.

Such are briefly the general features and purposes of the ¢ Confedera-
tion” proposed by the Convention. It remains for the Grand Lodges to
determine, each for itself, whether the proposition is sufficiently promising
of useful results, and so adapted to the supposed necessities of the Fra-
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ternity, as to render its greater maturity and final adoption desirable. = It
is to be regretted that the committee had not more time to digest their plan
and to present it in a form less liable to objection. We are aware that it
is thrown out as a mere suggestion for consideration and future maturity.
But its chances of success might have been greatly increased, and the
Grand Lodges would have been better able to act understandingly on the
subject, had it been more clear and fill in its details, and more perfect in
its arrangement. . :

But, after all, if any supreme authority, with power to control or super-
vise, or in any other manner to interfere with the existing prerogatives of
the Grand Lodges, be either necessary or desirable, we are strongly of the
opinion, that an appellate body (with plenary power over the work), like
that contemplated by the proposed Rhode Island ‘Constitution, would be
more efficient in its operation, and less exceptionable in its assumption of
power, than any form which has yet been presented for consideration.
‘That plan could be so far modified as to make the meetings of the body
sexennially, or as occasion should require. In such case the expenses
‘attending it would be trifling.

If however, a tribunal, with power to take 'cognizanc'e of such * matters
of difficulty’” as may arise among the Fraternity, be all that is desirable,
then, we respectfully suggest, that that object can be attained, at much less
labor and inconvenience, by simply designating any three Grand Lodges,
and investing them with the necessary powers. We would empower
them to assemble, by their representatives, in Convention, as occasion
might require, and to hear and determine all causes which should be sub-
mitted to them by agreement.of the parties at issue, or which, in extreme
cases, should be referred to them by a majority of the Grand Lodges in
the country, with power to send for persons and papers. Their decision
should be final and binding. The parties at issue would be able to ap-
pear before such a body, and present and argue their causes in person, or

" by counsel. The witnesses would be brought into the presence of each
other; and the ends of justice would be more surely and certai.nly at-
tained, than they would be likely to be before a body of thirtyfour heads,
acting irrespectively of each-other’s viewsand opinions. We would limit
its power to act, to a term of three or five years; when three other Grand
Lodges should be designated to take its place. We would also require
that the expenses should, in all cases, be borne equally by the parties de-
manding its services. Some such plan-as this, would, we respectfully
submit, be the simplest, and, perhaps, the most satisfactory, as well as
the most expeditious, method of adjusting controverted matters in the Fra-
ternity ; and this seems to be the only purpose contemplated by the plan
submitted by the Convention.
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' THE RULE OF SUCCESSION TO THE CHAIR.

A CcorRESPONDENT asks, who, in the absence of the Master and both
- Wardens, is privileged to preside over the Lodge ? His own opinion is
given in the following words :—* I think it is lawful, in such cases, for the:
last Past Master, who has passed the Chair in that Lodge, to open the
Lodge and do the-work ; and if the immediate Past Master is not present,
then the next immediate Past Master may take the Chair.”

Our opinion is, that in the temporary absence of the Master and both
Wardens, who are in truth the only actual and responsible officers of the
Lodge (all others being officers of convenience), the Lodge should not
assume to transact business of any kind. If the three officers named are
absent by reason of death, indisposition, or other cause, making their return
to place and duty impracticable, we think the proper course for the Broth«
ren of the Liodge, would be to petition the Grand Master for authority to
fill the vacancjes by means of an election. For this purpose the G. Master
would himself attend ; or commission some Past Master of the Lodge, or
other qualified Brother, to preside in his absence. The reason that chiefly
influences us to this opinion is, that the Master and Wardens are, alone,
immediately responsible to the Grand Lodge for the manner in which the
powers conferred by the Charter, are executed. If these powers are abus
sed, or the regulations of the Grand Lodge broken down or disregarded
" by the Lodge, the Master, or in his absence, his Wardens, as the only
responsible officers known to the parent body, must answer for the abuse ;
and it would hardly square with the strict rules of justice, to hold them
accountable for the errors or misconduct]of another, over whose proceed-
ings, by reason of unavoidable absence, they could exercise no control-
linginfluence. This objection is of course obviated, where there is a
special provision in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, authorizing a
Past Master to preside in the absence of the actual Master and Wardens ;
because, in that case, the Grand Lodge assumes the entire responsnblllty
But such a provision is rarely to be found in the Constitutions of the Grand
Lodges in this country. We must therefore look to the old regulations of
the Order, to guide us in our inquiries as to what is the proper course in
such emergencies, where no special regulation on the subject exists.

We are aware that a practice, like that indicated by our correspondent,
fonner]y obtained, to some extent, in this country, though we believe it is
Dow seldom resorted to ; for the reason, perhaps, that in the present state
of Masonry, and the general ability and faithfulness of its administrative
officers, there is seldom occasion for it. But however this may be, it is
hot clear to our mind that- the practice was ever authorized by any gen-
fral rule or usage of Masonry. On the contrary, we think it arose in a mis-
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apprehension of the terms and intention of the original regulation governing
the right of succession to the Chair. The rule referred to, and which au-
thorized the immediate Past Master of the Lodge to preside, in the ab-
sence of the actual Master, did not contemplate the absence of both War-
dens, also. Its language is as follows:—*In case of the death or sick-
ness, or necessary absence of the Master, the Senior Warden shall act as
_ Master pro tempore, if no Brother is present, who has been Master of
the Lodge before; for the absent Master’s authority reverts to the last
Master present, though he cannot act until the Senior Warden has con-
gregated the Lodge.” Tt would seem, therefore, from the terms of this
regulation, that the P. Master possessed no inherent right to preside in the
absence of the Master of the Lodge, nor any other powers than those which
were delegated to him by the Graad Lodge ; and which he could exer-
cise, only after the Senior Warden had congregated or assembled the
Lodge together. We suppose a fair interpretation of the rule to be, that
he presided under the authority of the Senior Warden ; who was, in all
other respects, the actual head of the Lodge. And this interpretation
would, seem to be sustained by the circumstance, that at a subsequent pe-
riod, the rule was changed, and the power to preside, in the absence of the
Master, vested absolutely in the Wardens according to rank, even though
a Past Master of the Lodge were present. The rule goes no further. It
does not contemplate the absence of the three principal officers of the
Lodge. It appears to regard that as an occurrence not to be anticipated.
Hence it makes no provision for it; nor for the maintenance and contin-
ued existence of the Lodge, should it occur. It seems to assume that
such an event cannot happen, and the Lodge continue to exist, without
the intervention of the proper authority. And we shall search in vain
among the old regulations of the Order for a different rule ; or for any
provision which authorizes a Past Master to assume the management and
control of a Lodge, that has neither Master nor Wardens to give it vital-
ity, or organization. Such a power, therefore, can exist only by virtue of
a special provision in the Constitution]of the Grand Lodge of the State,
under whose authority the Lodge is acting. There is no law or usage
of general application, on the subject.

The Grand Lodge of England, in view of the fact just mentioned, subse-
quently provided for the difficulty, by incorporating into its Constitution, &
regulation in the following words :—¢ If the Master should die, be removed,
or be incapable of discharging the duties of his office, the Senior Warden,
and in the absence of the Senior Warden, the Junior Warden, and in the ab-
sence of both Wardens, then the immediate P. Master, or in his absence,
the Sentor Past Master, shall act as Master, in summoning the Lodge,
antil the next election of officers.” And though the rule does not so de-
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clare, we presume that the Past Masters, in the order specified, are to pre-
side. Qur correspondent will perceive that this regulation is nearly in
exact agreement with his own view of the matter. It is possible that he
may have derived his impressions on the subject from it; though, as we
have before remarked, the practice was not unknown in this country as
far back as the close of the last century. We first find it authorized in
Demott’s Ahimon Rezon of 1783, though it is not contained in the origi-
nal work. The provision, as given in the Pennsylvania edition of that
year, is, that ‘“‘if none of the officers be present, nor any former Master,
to take the Chair, the members, according to seniority and merit, shall fill
the places of the absent officers.””* It might, with equal propriety, have
gone one step further, and provided, that, in case of the absence of all
the members, the Tyler should be authorized to call upon the visiting
Brethren present, to *“ fill their places” and work the Lodge !

Our correspondent, we think, must come to a conclusion, that the
power is not inherent in the Past Masters, and that 1o deny them the right
to exercise it, in the absence of any special provision in the Constitution
of their Grand Lodge to the contrary, is doing them no injustice.

MASONRY ABROAD.

Tae manner in which some of the “Lodges of Instruction” in London, are
conducted, we are happy to see, is attracting the notice of intelligent Brethren ;
and it is to be hoped that reform will soon follow,—where reform is manifestly
8o much needed.

The Grand Lodge of England held a quarterly communication at London on
the 7th September. The R. W. Br. Rowland Alston, Prov. G. Master for Es-
sex, presided, in the absence of both the Grand and D. G. Masters. On the re-
commendation of the G. Master, the honorary rank of P.G. J. W. was conferred
on Br. J. J. L. Hoff. This is a practice unknown to the Grand Lodge in this
country, though common in England and other parts of Europe. The attend-
ance was not numerous, and very little business was transacted. A donation of
£50 was made to an indigent Brother.

The Grand Chapter of England held a guarterly communication in August,
but no business of general importance was transacted.

Yarborough Lodge, No. 812, held its fifth anniversary on the 7th July. Since
its organization it has initiated 142; conferred the second and third degrees on
10, who had been initiated elsewhere; and affiliasted 49 from other Lodges.
Among its initiates were 15 from Austria; 1 from Malta; 1 from America; 6

*We doubt if Dermott should be held responsible for this absurdity. It is probably an
Americanism, foisted into his work, without his knowledge or consent.

6
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from Ireland ; 5 from Scotland; 5 from the British Isles ;—81 master mariners.
Two of the Austrian Brethren, initiated as above, were subsequently adniitted to
the Royal Arch degree in the Chapter attached to the Lodge.

The Prov. Grand Lodge for Cheshire, held a communication at Stockport, on
the 8th September. The P. G. M. Lord ComBeRrMERE, presided on the occasion,
As usual, he was accompanied by his lady, who seems to take as much interest in
Masonic matters, as his Lordship, and is apparently as much beloved by the
Brethren of the Province. As indicative of the popularity of the Grand Master,
and the great respect in which he is held by his Brethren and the people of the
Province in which he resides, we copy the following particulafs of his reception
at Stockport, as given in the Freemasons’ Review :—

““ The bells of the parish church rang merrily throughout the day, and the occa-
sion was distinguished by the erection, along the projected route of the intended
procession, of three eleﬁant and stupendous triumphal arches. A great number of
flags and emblems of hospitality and welcome were exhibited by the tradesmen
from their houses, on the line of the route through which his lordship was expected
to pass. The arch over Wellington Road, leading to St. Peter’s Square, was of
magnificent dimensions, surmounted by a lofty Union Jack, with pinnacles right
and left ; the words “ Right Welcome, Combermere,” in blue letters on a white
ground, being on the south side, and ¢ Long live the Cheshire Hero,” on the north,
and elaborately ornamented with flags, floral and other devices, the whole struc-
ture being covered with evergreens on dark drapery. The general character of
this arch, which was about fortyfive feet wide and fifty feet high, was most effec-
tive. That over Vernon-street, leading out of Warren-street, was of a similar de-
sign, but not so imposing. It was most appropriately decorated with warlike em-
blems, and a list of the principal victories, painted on drapery, in which Lord Com-
bermere had signalized himself, as follows :—¢ Flanders, Lavelly, Oporto, Talavera,
Almeida, Torres Vedras, Castiglione, Llerena, Salamanca, Toulouse, Orthez, and
Bhurtpore.” The third triumphal arch was erected in Churchgate, near the Ring
o’'Bells Inn. Its dimensions were similar to the one in Vernon Street, and it had
the expressive inscription upon it, ‘** Hail to the Craft,” in China-asters, and, in point
of decorative and floral arrangement, was most pleasing.

The Brethren assembled at the Court House at eleven o’clock, where, by the
kind permission of Capt. Marshall, the band of the 5th squadron of the Earl of
Chester’s Yeomanry Cavalry, headed by Br. Serj. Major Butt, attended and played
during the proceedings of the dai. The room was beautifully decorated, under the
supervision of Brs. Okell and Evans, with Masonic emblems, flags, Union Jacks,
and other attractions. Lodge business having been opened and concluded, the
members formed themselves into a procession, to hear Divine service at the parish
church, displaying the magnificent regalia appertaining to the Prov. G. Lodge,
which was of a most imposing character. The procession passed along Warren-
street, Bridge-street, the Underbanks, Hillgate, Cheapside, Waterloo-road, and down
the Churchgate, to the church. Here the Brethren halted, opened to the right and
left, facing inwards, and the P. G. M. passed up the centre into the noble edifice,
preceded by his Standard and 8. B. The P. G. officers and Brethren followed in
succession from the rear, inverting the order of procession. The Masonic Pulpit
cloth was displayed on this particular occasion. Divine service was then read by
the Rev. the Rector ; and full cathedral service was chanted by a powerful and eﬁi{
cient body of vocalists, selected from the choirs of St. Mary’s and St. Peter’s
Churches, with the additionof Br. Edmondson, Dickson, and Hull, of this town, Br.
Twiss, W. . G. O., of Hartford, presiding at the Organ with his usual skill and
taste, and conducting the musical services in a most masterly manner, The ser-
mon was preached by the V. W. P. G. Chap. Tanner, from chapter xiv. of St. Paul’s
epistle to the Romans, 16th verse : * Let not then your good be evil spoken of ;"
after which a collection was made in aid of the ¢ Prov. Masonic Fund of Benevo-
lence.” .

The Prov. Grand Lodge for Cornwall, also held a communication on the 4th
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August, at Falmouth. Collections were taken up in aid of the proposed new
building for the accommodation of the Freemasons’ Boys’ School, at London,
similar to that which has recently been erected for the Girls’ School, at the same
place. Collections were also taken in aid of the Asylum for aged and decayed
Freemasons, and the Widows’ Annuity Fund, both at London. There is no gen-
eral charity in this Province. :

At a meeting of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Dorsetshire, at Wareham, on the
18th August, the P. G. M., Br. Wwm. TuckEr, appeared in his full robes as Sov.
Grand Inspector General of the 33d degree. This, to say the least of it, was of
doubtful propriety. Our Brother made an interesting address on the occasion,
though his history, as reported, needs revision. We make the following extract,
and may refer to the address again :—

It is most gratifyinE to learn that our great charities are flourishing in a man-
ner before unknown. Look at the noble building for the Girls’ School on Clapham
Common. Enter the school ; see the discipline carried out—a thorough system of
Masonic love, without brute coercion or correction! Observe the happy faces, neat
dresses, and healthy and cleanly appearance of the girls—their progress in all use-
ful duties, in sound moral education, as well as their training in all domestic occu-
pations of life~and you will then say Masonry is * more than a name!” The Girls’
School was founded in 1788, by Signor Ruspini, and in no one single instance has a
girl been known to turn out badly. I know of nothing so likely to touch the heart
of any Mason, than a sight of the girls in this school ; and you must remember this
is chiefly supported by voluntary subscriptions from Masons, ladies, and kind
friends ; and that this establishment, which in 1788, was instituted for eighteen girls,
now educates sixtysix, or more. The Bogs’ School also is rapidly advancing ; a
school building fund has been commenced for them, and it is to be hoped that after
the lapse of a year or two, the Brethren may be able to gee them also under one
master, studying together all useful and sound instruction which can be afforded to
them ; and thus growing up practical illustrations of the sincerity, honesty, and
trath of our ancient and honorable society. The establishment for Aged Masons,
on Croydou Common, does not advance so quickly as the other charities ; still, we
will use the Masonic virtue ‘ Hope,” which will lead us to a full ** Faith” and be-
lief that this undertaking will eventually become every thing which its original
projector could have wished.’

The corner-stone of the new church of 8t. Mary Magdalene, at Colchester, was
laid by the Prov. Grand Lodge for Essex, on the 8th August, with the usual cer-
emonies.

Lt. Col. H. C. VerNox was intalled, on the 13th September, as the successor
of Maj. Gen. Axson, (who has been transferred to Bombay,) as Prov. Grand Mas-
ter for Staffordshire. Col. Vernon is an excellent and efficient officer, and can-
not fail to give the highest satisfaction to the Brethren of his Province.

A Prov. Grand Lodge was established at Swindon, on the 6th September, for
‘Wiltshire, of which the Rt. Hon. Lord MeTRUEN is Grand Master. The cere-
mony of installing the new Grand Master called together a numerous assem-
blage of Brethren from other Provinces, and the occasion was one of marked in-
terest.

The funeral of the late distingnished Lt. Gen. Sir CaarrEs Narier, G. C. B,
was attended by the Brethren of the United Lodges of the Borough of Ports-
mouth, England, on the 8th September. As our readers have had frequent op-
portunities to know, the deceased was a warm-hearted and zealous Brother, as
well as an able and accomplished soldier, Dr. Scott, P. M. of Phenix Lodge,
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attended him in his last sickness, and at the meeting of the Lodge, soon after the
decease, stated, “that an hour or so before his death the hand of Sir Charles
laid in his, and that shortly before that event Sir Charles took him by the
of a M. M. and thus died, giving a final proot of his appreciation of Freema-
sonry, dying as a Mason, holding a Brother Mason’s hand in this fraternal man-
ner.”

The Earl of ZeTraxp, G. Master of England, while on a visit to his estates
in Zetland, on the 24th June, was received by his Brethren of Morton Lodge, at
Lerwick, in an appropriate manner. Having witnessed an initiation, with which
he expressed himself well satisfied, he made an interesting address on the gene-
ral state of Masonry in the various quarters of the world.

The corner-stone of an “Orphanage and Asylum for Imbecile Children,”
erected by Sir Jonn and Lady Jaxe OeiLvy, on the banks of the Dighty, in the
parish of Strathmartine, was laid by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, on the 27th
July.

Burns’s Apron and Mallet.—The Dumfries Courier says—These interesting
relics of Scotland’s greatest bard were on Friday, July 22nd, on occasion of lay-
ing the foundation-stone of Dumfries Workhouse, exposed to the view of thou-
sands of the admirers of the poet. These interesting relics were worn and car-
ried by Mr. James Gilleson, architect, Dumftries, to whom they were kindly grant-
ed for the occasion by Mr. Thorburn, of Ryedale, in whose possession they have
been for a considerable time. The apron was last worn by the poet on the 14th
of April, 1796, at a meeting of the St. Andrew’s Lodge, about three months be-
fore his death. It is of sheepskin, in a very frail condition, but has at a recent
period been lined with a fresh skin, to keep it entire: at the top there is a blue silk
fringe, rather faded ; the compass and square being also wrought in silk and-
gold. The mallet is in excellent preservation, the gold upon its circle being
quite bright.

A grand Masonic Ball was given at Dublin, on the 3d August, under the pa-
tronage of his Grace the Duke of Leinster, the G. Master of the Grand Lodge
of Ireland. The rooms were as usual elegantly decorated.

The 24th June was celebrated at Leinster, Ireland, by Lodge No. 97 ; at Kil-
kenny, by Lodge 642, and, in North Munster, by Eden Lodge, No. 73. And we
are gratified to learn that our esteemed friend and Brother MicHaEL FurneLL,
Esq. P. G. M. for this latter Province, is still actively engaged in his Masonic
labors. He presided at the establishment of a new R. A. Chapter at Desmond,
on the 6th July.

The foundation-stone of the new Harbor of St. Peter Port, in the island of
Guernsey, was laid by the Prov. Grand Lodges of Guernsey and Jersey, on the
24th August. The occasion was one of great rejoicing,—~the more so0 in conse-
quence of the great necessity for the new harbor.

The Prov. Grand Lodge held a quarterly communication at Madras, India, on
the 6th July, but no business of general interest was transacted. The accounts
of the Treasurer show the financial interests of the Grand Lodge to be in a
healthy condition.

.
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ACCIDENTAL DISCOVERY.

Pauanus, king of Troy, in the beginning of the Trojan war, committed his son
Polydorus to the care of Polymnestor, king of Thrace, and sent with him a great
sum of money : but, after Troy was taken, the Thracian, for the sake of the mo-
ney, killed the Joung prince, and privately buried him. ZEneas, coming into that
country, ald accidentally plucking up a shrub that was near him, on the side of a
Aill, discovered the murdered body of Polydorus.

Not far, a rising hillock stood in view,
Sharp smyrtles on the sides and cornels grew ;
There, while I went to crop the sylvan scenes,
And shade our altar with the leafy greens,
I pull'd aplant : with horror I relate
A prodigy so strange and full of fate!
Scarce dare I tell the sequel! From the womb
Of wounded earth, and caverns of the tomb,
A groan, as of a troubled ghost, renew’d
My fright ; and then these dreadful words ensued :
*“ Why dost thou thus my buried body rend ?
O spare the corpse of thy unhappy friend !”
Zneid III. Dryden.

ENEAS IN SEARCH OF HIS FATHER.

Ancnises, the great preserver of the Trojan name, had been dead for some time ;
and Eneas, his son, professed so much duty to his departed father, that he con-
sulted with the Cumaan Sibyl, whether it were possible for him to descend into
the shades below, in order to speak with him. The prophetess encouraged him to
g0 ; but told him he could not succeed, unless he went into a certain place, and
plucked a golden bough or shrub, which he should carry in his hand, and by that
means obtain directions where he should find his father. The words are well

translated by Dryden,
...... In the neighboring grove

There stands a tree ; the queen of stygian Jove

Claims it her own : thick woods and gloomy night

Conceal the happy plant from mortal sight !

One bough it bears, but, wondrous to behold,

The ductile rind and leaves of radiant gold ;

This from the vulgar branches must be torn,

And to fair Proserpine the present borne,

Ere leave be given to tempt the nether skies ;

The first thus rent, a second will arise,

And the same metal the same room supplies.

The willing metal will obey thy hands,

Following with ease,.......

The principal cause of Aneas’s descent into the shades was to inquire of his

father the secrets of the Fates, which should sometimes be fulfilled among bis pos-
terity.



.

46 DISAPFECTION IN NEW YORK.

THE DISAFFECTION IN NEW YORK.

SiNce our last we have received a printed copy of the ¢ Proceedings of
a Convention of Officers, Delegates, &c. of Masonic Lodges, in Middle
and Western N. York, held at the city of Rochester, September 2, 1853,”
to consider the expediency of a division of the Grand Lodge of that State ;
together with the address of the Convention to the Lodges in the
State. ) .
This whole subject is so local in its character and bearings, that we feel
great delicacy in referring to it in opur pages; and this embarrassment
is much increased by the consideration that it has evidently assumeda
party and exciting aspect. If the statements given in the address are re-
liable, the condition of the Order in the city of New York, and the char-
acter of the scenes which are enacted at the communications of the Grand
Lodge, as a consequence of that condition, are without a parallel in the
history of Freemasonry, in any part or period of the world. But we
cannot believe them to be true, in the coloring in which they are present-
ed. They must be exaggerated. The unmasonic and disgraceful in-
trigues and conduct of a few unprincipled and worthless men, are visited
upon the whole body of Masons in the city, or Masonry there should be
blotted out at once and forever. It cannot be otherwise. There are as
true Masons and orderly Lodges in the city of New York as in the coun-
try ; and there are, we do not doubt, as faithless, turbulent and reckless
Brethren there, as are to be found on the face of the earth. But they
are not the majority ; and therefore the evil is not irremediable. The great
error of the Grand Lodge has been its leniency and forbearance, amount-
ing to timidity,—its looseness in discipline,—its temporizing policy for the
sake of peace, when there was no peace to be purchased, even at such a
sacrifice. It may have Lodges under its eye, which are entailing shame
and disgrace upon it and the whole Fraternity ; and members within its
bosom, eating out its vitals, who ought to have been expelled and cast off
years ago ; but, if so, however boisterous and noisy they may be, they
are neither numerous nor powerful enough for harm, if the Grand Lodge
be true to itself and its obligations to the Fraternity. Let it plant itself
firmly upon its own laws and the rules of Masonry,—let it reduce the
Lodges in the city to one half their present number, or at least revoke the
Charters of all that fail in their duty to the parent body, or to come up to
the moral requirements of the Order,—let it cut off all rebellious, turbulent
and schismatic Brethren, whether within or without,—in high or in low
position,—powerful or weak,—and it will soon find itself freed from its
present trying and mortifying embarrassments. There would then be no
apology for such repulsive statements as are contained in the following



GRAND LODGE OF IOWA. 47

L]

and other parts of the address, issued by the Convention at Rochester,
under the signature of its Sen. Grand Warden :—

The time has come, Brethren, when these things can no longer remain so. They
might be patiently endured, perhaps much longer, if our city Brethren would be con-"
tent to abide by the laws of the Institution, observe and *‘ support” as they have all
once engaged to do, * the Constitution of the Grand Lodge,” pay homage and re-
spect to the Grand Master and the Grand Officers for the time being, when duly
installed ; strictly conform to the edicts of the Grand Lodge ; make no innovations
in the body of Masonry ; admit no visitors but those made in or belonging to a reg-
ular Lodge ; give regular attendance on the committees and communications of the
Grand Lodge, on receiving proper notice ; be good men and true, and strictly obey
the moral law ; be peaceable subjects and conform to the laws ; (instead of engag-
ing in Masonic riots and forcibly robbing the Grand Lodge of its property ; and
withholding it against the force of the law ;) avoid private piques and quarrels ;
guard against intemperance and excess ; instead of coming tntoxicated and riotous
into the Grand Lodge, as some, and too many do ; be cautious in carriage and beha-
vior, and courteous to their Brethren, as a large part of them are not; make no
Masons of any but in a regular Lodge, give no countenance to any irregular Lodge,
orto any person clandestinely initiated, or admitted a member therein, contrary to
the ancient charges ; and finally to respect genuine Brethren, and discountenance
impostors and all dissenters from the original plan of Masonry.

GRAND LODGE OF IOWA.

We have received a printed copy of the proceedings of this young and thriv-
ingGrand Lodge, had at its annual communication at Muscatine, in June last ;
and we bave not recently looked over the doings of any Grand Lodge with more
satisfaction,—not so much on account of the amount or general interest of the
business transacted, as from the evidences of thoroughness in the correction of
abuses and departures from the strict line of duty in its subordinates. In this it
has consnlted its own welfare, and adopted the only method by which to build up
arespectable and useful Grand Lodge,—to ensure peace and harmony to its ju-
risdiction, and prosperity to its Lodges.

The address of the Grand Master, the M. W. Br. T. S. Parviy, is an ably
drawn and business-like paper. Our Brother says:—-

In agsembling together on the occasion of our tenth grand annual communica-
tion, to consult upon the best measures to adopt for the future prosperity of the
Grand Lodge and its Subordinate Lodges, it wisely becomes us, as responsible
agents, to whonr has been entrusted a great work, humbly to express our gratitude
to the Divine Architect, who directs and controls our labors, for the past blessings

at have crowned our efforts to erect and adorn a moral temple in our beautiful
and rapidly growing State, eminently auxiliary as it is, and ever should be, in form-
ing and sustaining a correct moral tendency in all the tide of our affairs. A Mason
will readily acknowledge that

% There ’s a Divinity that shapes our ends,
Rough hew them as we will.”
Then let us invoke at this time His guiding counsel to our assistance, that our pre-
tent efforts may be crowned with the like success.
ADMISSION OF UNWORTHY CANDIDATES.
The following remarks on this important subject, should commend themselves,
not only to those for whom they were particularly designed, but to the Lodges,
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and those in authority, everywhere. Our Institution is too prosperous—our
Lodges are doing too much work, if great care be not used in the choice of ma-

terials :—

Our State is new, our society unsettled, our Brethren hailing from many jurisdie-
}ions, tending to occasion disturbances, that do not trouble oFder communities and

odges.

1 fg'ound the Lodges in general, in a healthy condition, though their moral tone is
not as high, as could be wished, and is required by our laws; resulting from im-
properly gunarding the inner door, and the loose system of discipline prevailing in
most of them.

Masonry ever since its introduction into our State, (November 31, 1840,) has been
popular, and multitudes have been continually knocking at our doors for admit-
tance, too many of whom have succeeded for the good of the institution. A too
thorough inquiry into the character and standing of an applicant cannot be had, and
when violations of our laws occur, we cannot be too prompt and determined in
bringing the offenders to justice ; on the contrary, many of our Lodges number
among their members those who notoriously violate the laws of God and Man, as
re-enacted by our ancient constitutions. This should not be, nay, if we would
prosper and accomplish our highest aims, must not be. Apply the axe vigorously
and promptly where occasion requires it.

' * ¥* * * ¥* . *

Some of these evils have grown out of the large California emigration from our
State. Every candidate.for that land of gold became a candidate for initiation,
and the love of money prevailed, and men who had lived at home years as Anti~
masons became sudden converts and were sent abroad when they would never have
been retained at home ; but many did return, and we now suffer for our own acts.
Those cities in which the greater number were initiated in this manner, are now
the ones requiring the greatest exercise of power to control these elements.

Besides, we have been inflicting a great wrong upon a distant sister Grand Lodge.
That of California, with justice, complains of us and all who have done likewise,
that her substance has been eaten out by the strangers thus crowded upon her, to
the injury of those more and better deserving.

She has sent forth her circular of complaint and calls for assistance to make up
the deficiencies thus created, in her means to do good to the destitute and helpless.

Shall we assist her ?
UNIFORMITY OF WORK.

I found the work of the Lodges asuniform as I could expect,indeed I am not ac-
quainted with a single State, where there is any thing like the uniformity that ex-
ists here. I am no great stickler for identity of expressions, in every respect, be-
lieving it impossible to attain the sameness of words in our ritual, either by individ-
uals, or the same person at all times. The work in substance as to manner and form
I have sought to -preserve. :

But after all, the ritual is only the shadow of Masonry, after which too many
pursue, *ignis 1fatuu.t” like, to the neglect of the more weighty matters, the laws
and the principles which it seeks to enforce and sustain. )

Here, too many of my Brethren have been led astray, and I have earnestly
sought to impress upon them the necessity of living up to the principles we pro-
fess, and to acquaint themselves more fully than many do with the tenets we
teach. Ignorance on these points is entirely inexcusable in these days when light is
accessible to all who will seek it. )

MAKING MASONS AT SIGHT.

The Grand Lodge of California, and its Grand Master, are at variance aqd are
making a considerable stir in the Masonic World, growing out of the exercise by
the Grand Master, of what he claims as the right—*to make Masons at sight.”

I have heretofore expressed my views, fully condemnatory of the exercise of any
such claim, and may here only add my beliet, that no such right has existed in the
Grand Master, nor any other officer, since the re-organization of the Grand Lodge
of England in 1717, in the form claimed by those so eager to assume power and
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grivilege. The only mode of making Masons recognized by our Constitutions is,
y petitions to a regular Lodge and a unanimous ballot in favor of the candidate.

That the Grand Master may upon application to him, summon one of the Lodges
under his jurisdiction—not any number of Masons promiscuously—lay the petition
before it, order the ballots passed, and if found clear, initiate, I concede, thereby
dispensing with time. But, to grant that he possesses the sole power of determin-’
ing who may or shall become Masons, and then to make them without the inter-
vention of a Lodge, is to subvert the entire ground work of Masonry and involve
the whole Fraternity in the disgraceful scenes enacted in the @acific State.

TEXT-BOOK.

At the second session of the Grand Lodge, *the Trestle Board"” was unanimously
adopted as *‘ the Text Book,” and its use required in the Lodges under its jurisdic-
tion, to facilitate which half a dozen copies were then purchased and given to the
Lodges, and subsequently a dozen more procured and distributed in like manner.
A uniform use of'the same Text Book has its effect in securing a greater unifor-
mity inthe work. In this jurisdiction every variety of book is used, and to add to
the confusion, the Text Book published with the constitution is that of Brother

Dove, published in opposition to the Trestle Board, and therefore discountenanced
by this Grand Lodge.

I am opposed to frequent changes, and as we have once formally and solemnly
adopted as the Text Book to be used in this jurisdiction, the Trestle Board, I would
urge its use to the exclusion of all others until a better can be found and its use aus
thoritatively required, which is not likely soon to be, as the books of this class, in-
stead of improving are getting *‘ worser” all the time.

Frowm the procéedings we present the following extracts :—

ADVANCING CANDIDATES.

The following resolution on this subject, offered by Br. Sample, was adopted,
and if rigidly observed by the Lodges, will elevate the character of their mem-
bers, at least as intelligent Masons :—

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do fully deprecate and disapprove of the prac-
tice of passing and raising candidates, until said candidates have first really made
suitable proficiency in the labor and principles of the preceding degree, conferred

upon them, and that the Subordinate Lodges be instructed to work accordingly, and
strictly to enforce the '19th section of By-Laws.

MASONIC PERIODICALS.

Whereas, the Masonic publications of the day contain much useful information
to all readers, and much that is indispensible to the intelligent working Mason :—

Resolved. That this Grand Lodge earnestly recommended to all our Brethren and
especially to officers of Lodges to subscribe for and read one or more of these pub-
lications.

We notice a severe and probably just report from the committee to whom the
subject was referred, condemnatory of the Book of Constitutions republished by
the Grand Lodge in 1850. It is not too late to correct the mistake, though it
may take sometime to reform the mischief growing out of it. The country is
flooded with unreliable works, not only in this, but in other departments of Ma-
sonry. The consequences are daily manifesting themselves in the irregularities
of the proceedings of our Lodges, and in discrepancies in the arrangement and
teachings of the ritual.

7
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GRAND LODGE OF MISSOURI.

We have the proceedings of this Grand Lodge, had at its annual communica-
tion in January last. Sixtyfour Lodges were represented. Among the P. Grand
Masters present, we are happy to notice the name of our esteemed friend and
Brother, 8. W. B. Carneey, Esq.,, whose untiring personal exertions and sacrifi-
ces in behalf of the Masoric CorLLEGE of the State, while in its infancy, contrib-
uted so largely to the®uccessful establishment of that invaluable institution ; now
resting on a firm basis and enjoying a high degree of prosperity, with an endow-
ment fund of fifty thousand dollars! And we are more than gratified to no-
tice that his Grand Lodge, at its late meeting, handsomely recognized and
acknowledged his services, by the adoption of the following resolution :—

Whereas, our P. G. M. 8. W. B. Carnegy, having devoted much time and labor
in the early and most trying period of the enterﬁrise, exhibiting an ardent and un-
swervin gevotion to its interest, in the darkest hour of its history, and having con-
tributed largely by his untiring energy and zeal in this great cause of human im-
provement and mental illumination ; therefore,

Resolved by the Grand Lodge of Missouri, That as a token of the high apprecia-
tion in which his services are held, that the Agent be and he is hereby authorized
to make out and deliver to R. W. 8. W. B, Carnegy, a Certificate of Scholarship of
the Perpetual Class, and the Grand Lodge is hereby held liable only to pay the in-
terest annually on the same, as required by the regulations of the Grand Lodge.

The annual address of the M. W. Grand Master, Hon. Bexs. W. GRovER, is
an interesting paper, from which we should be pleased to extract seyeral passa-
ges, particularly the details in relation to the College, and may do so hereafter,
but at present can spare room only for the following :—

It is a source of unfeigned congratulation, that throughout our borders, an unu-
sual degree of peace and harmony and solid prosperity has distinguished our belov-
ed Order during the Masonic year now about to close. No other Institution of hu-
man origin can point back with such just feelings of pride, to its history. through
the changes and revolutions of centuries, as embodying the same fundamental prin-
ciples of morality—the same unchanging ritual and unaltered tenets, as Freema-
sonry. Amid all the revolutions of Time—through all the changes and convul-
sions of the World—while all other institutions, social, moral and political, that
started with ours in the race of associate existence, have one after the other sunk
and disappeared beneath the wave and the storm—while, in the very domes in which
they had their origin, the serpent hisses and the wild bird screams—while the Halls
that once were lighted with all that taste, and labor, and science could procure,
which resounded with melody and were lighted up by beauty, are now buried by
their own ruins—mocked by their own desolation ; Freemasonry alone stands forth
in its original strength—still stands to-day—proudly stands—where it has stood for
four thousand years, upon the same broad platform of  Brotherly love, relief and
truth ;” and there, if we are true to it and true to ourselves, it will continue to
stand till the end of time.

The report of the committee on foreign correspondence, is from the pen of R.
W. Brother Josern FosTER, and is a straight-forward, freely spoken paper, en-
tirely characteristic of its estimable author. The following is an extract from
it:—

We rejoice to be able to state that in every quarter our Brethren are stimulating
their Fellows to the performance of those great practical duties inculcated and en-
joined by the simple, yet beautiful tenets of our Order. The great desire of all
seems to be clearly to understand our principles and precepts, and to emulate each

other in the noble contention or rather emulation of who can best work and best
agree, To all who regard the Fraternity as a Unit, one and indivisible, it is a
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pleasing theme thus to contemplate it as the great balance-wheel of the Nations
of the Earth—whose great motor is Friendship, Morality and Brotherly-Love. Of-
ten unseen, more often neglected, yet quietly and unobtrusively exerting its potent
influences for the best good of man. And though differences of opinion may and
do exist amongst our sister Grand Lodges, yet it is manifest that all are trul
seeking to harmonize on the Ancient Landmarks of the Order. And if that mild
and fraternal courtesy so characteristic of the Craft, strengthened by a prudent
adaptation of means to ends, be an¥‘ guarantee of a successful issue, then indeed
are the unity and perpetuity of the Fraternity certain and secure—then indeed are
we prepared to resist the flood, the winds and the tempest, trusting only in God.

MAKING MASONS AT BIGHT.

On this subject the report holds the following langnage :—

This, then, is a question of fact alone—a fact running parallel with the existence
of the Order, and if it exists at all, it is no after thought—but must have a coun-
terpart somewhere in the body of Masonry.

With this view we have carefully examined the * Old Charges and Old Regula-
tions” article by article, thought by thought—and we are impelled to the conclu-
sion that such powers and prerogatives, as our Brethren are wonts to establish as
the inherent right of G. Masters, are not to be found in them. On the contrary the
imperative manner in which his duties are assigned him clearly shews that there is
a power greater than he. :

It is true we find there that the G. Master has the power to grant Dispensations
for forming new Lodges, and for conferring degrees ; but we also find that the
right of the members to say who are fit recipients of Masonry can never be dis-
pensed. We have also carefully analyzed the unwritten landmarks and fundamen-
tal rules of ancient craft Masonry, as connected with the three degrees, step b
step, section by section ; and find there no principle or even semblance of prinei- .
R}e that could be construed as a recognition of this inherent right claimed for G.

asters.

We find further, that the right to make Masons at will was never claimed or
practised by our first Most Excellent Grand Master or his immediate associates—
they three must not only be present but agreed. And it is not strange that in full
view of such imperative facts—facts that form the very basis of the structure of
Masonry, that our Brethren should get bewildered and lost in the tinseled show and
high sounding titles of modern rites—such for instance as the ‘* Sovereign Prince of
the Royal Secret,” which, it is more than probable was abstracted from the secret order
of Loyola. Seeing therefore that all the information within the grasp of your commit-
tee has not enabled them to find, either in the history, laws or structure of the or-
der, this inherent right of Grand Masters, we sincerely solieit cur sister Grand
Lodges, that if they have any written or unwritten data by which this inherent
right, of which they so confidently discourse, is clearly established, that they notify
us of the fact; and we pledge our Masonic faith to place ourselves in a position to
obtain it at any sacrifice.

Our Brother can’t go the  Sovereign Prince!”” and draws a shocking bad in-
ference as to its origin. We recommend him to put on the crown at once. He is
a Princely good fellow, and deserves to be exalted] He should not stop at any
thing short of the “Prince!” We rather think, on the whole, he is a “Prince,”
though his proverbial modesty will not allow him to acknowledge it !

W ll our Brother do us the favor to read for himself the articles, in relation to
which he adopts the unauthorized opinions of another, (who knew nothing about _
the merits of the case,) and look at the creature as he now stands,—see what he
has since done, and is doing, to disgrace and destroy the peace of our Institution.
Such an examination will, we think, lead him to more just conclusions.

There are several other matters in the proceedings that we should be pleased
to notice, if we could spare the necessary room for the purpose ; but this is im-
poseible, the present month.
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COUNCILSOFROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS.

Tre following report on this subject was adopted by the G. G. Chapter at its
late triennial session :—

The undersigned, a Special Committee, to whom was referred the subject of
the Degrees of Royal and Select Master, commonly called the Council Degrees, re-
spectfully report: That they have examined the several very able reports and re-
solutions which have been made upon the subject of these Degrees in various
State jurisdictions, and attentivel{ considered the positions taken by them, and
have availed themselves of the light and information which they shed upon the his-
tory, character, and value of them. The subject is one which has claimed a large
share of the attention of the Fraternity for many years, and loud calls are made
upon this G. G. Body to definitely settle the various questions which huve grown
out of the discussion. We have regarded these demands as rightly and properly
urged, and have aimed to arrive at such conclusions as are ;ilust as well as satisfac-
“tory ; and although we cannot flatter ourselves that we have entirely succeeded,
yet, as a reflection of the views of Companions, we think it will meet the just ex-
pectations of the larger number, and give offence to none.

The important question is that of jurisdiction, and to that sin%le point we have
directed attention. We have not aimed to reconcile contending claims, as, from the
conclusion to which we have arrived it is not necessary. We regret to state that
past action and past legislation on the part of this M. E. Body has given rise to
many misapprehensions, and induced the belief that the Royal and Select Masters
Degrees were within the pale of the jurisdiction of Royal Arch Masonry, and hence
looking at this Body as the common head. Grand Chapters and Subordinates of
this Body have come to the conclusion that they were under their control where
Councils did not exist. But when we come to trace the common source of title,
we are unable to discover how this Boedy has or ever had any rightful jurisdiction
over them ; and it must be borne in mind, that it is incumbent on this Body to
prove title affirmatively, and not to rely upon the weakness of the title of any other
claimant, We think there will be found an utter failure of proof on this point ;
and when we examine the G. G. Constitution, and find no allusion to these de-
grees, and on the contrary a distinct recognition of the four degrees conferred in R.

- A. Chapters, and those alone, and that Companion R. A. Masons are affiliated
with us throughout the land, without reference to their possession of them, we are
irresistibly led to the conclusion that no governmental jurisdiction in Royal Arch
Masonry has any control over them. And if this strong position needed any confir-
mation in the existing state of things in the Fraternity, we shall find that in those
States where they are cultivated to any considerable extent, they are under the
government of Councils where these degrees and no others are conferred, and there
we are content to leave them.

The conclusions to which we have arrived will render it unnecessary for us to ex-
amine any of the other questions which have grown out of the discussions relative
to these degrees ; for if we have no jurisdiction, we have no right to pass upon
them, and we do not here assume to state who has jurisdiction, but only to state
that, in our judgment, we have not. The subject has been examined so thoroughly
and elaborately, and the featuresof it have been so fully canvassed by the whole Fra-
ternity, that we have not deemed it expedient to recapitulate any of the various po.
sitions which have been taken, and to defend or deny them. We trust that this M.
E. Body will concur with us in opinion that the demands of justice and the claims
of expediency both require a settlement of the whole matter, and that it be hereaf-
ter excluded from the consideration of the R. A. Masons as such.

We subjoin the following resolutions, expressive of our conclusions, for the con-
sideration of the G. G. Chapter.

Resolved, That this G. G. Chapter, and the governing bodies of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry, affiliated with, and holding jurisdiction under it, have no rightful jurisdic-
tion or control over the Degrees of Royal and Select Master.

Resolved, That this G. G. Chapter will hereafter entertain no question or matter
growing out of thg government or working of those degrees while in their present

osition. '
P Respectfully and fraternally submitted.

Jorx L. Lewis, Jr., EpwaRD A. Raywmoxp, J.A. D. Josuin, Pawuie T. ScuLsY,
Apanp P. PrisTeR. . '
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ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD.

The following is the report adopted by the G. G. Chapter at ita late meeting,
on this subject :—

The Committee on Councils of High Priests, to whom were referred the accom-
panying questions, propounded to this General Grand Chapter by the Grand Chap-
ter of Maryland, to wit :— . .

¢ The legitimate duties and powers of a Council of High Priests, and whether it
is proper that any High Priest should be installed and placed at the head of a Chap-
ter before being duly anointed a High Priest by a regular Council of High Priests ?*

Respectfully report as follows :— -

The paragraph which becomes the subject-matter of this report, embraces two
distinet questions—first, as to the duties and powers of a Council of High Priests,
and secondly, as to the necessity of anointment into that Order before the assump-
tion of the duties and privileges of High Priest of a Chapter.

Your committee have met with no difficulty in responding to the former of these
questions. The degree, or as it is more commonly called the Order, of High Priest-
hood, includes a system of initiation above and beyond the degrees of the Royal
Arch. A very large number of Royal Arch Masons, a numerous portion of the
members of our State Grand Chapters, and many, even, of the constituents of this
exalted body, &re not in possession of its mysteries.

With these facts before them, it is impossible that your committee can come to
any other conclusion than that legislation on the subject of the Order of High
Priesthood, is beyond and out of the jurisdiction of your exalted body. The ¢ legit-
imate duties and powers of a Council of High Priests” cannot, therefore, be defined
by this body, in its collective capacity, but must be left to the decision of those
who are in possession of the Order. This General Grand Chapter has no more
authority to enter upon the investigation of this question, than it has to inquire into
the * legitimate duties and powers” of a Council of Red Cross Knights.

In relation to the second question, ‘ whether it is proper that any High Priest
should be installed and placed at the head of a Chapter before being duly anointed
a High Priest by a regular Council of High Priests,” your committee reply that, in
their opinion, the Order of High Priesthood is an honorarium or reward conferred
by his companions of Priesthood on the newly elected High Priest of a Chapter, and
as such should be gratefully received by every one who has been chosen to preside
over his companions.

But to admit that the reception of such an honorarium or reward was essentially
necessary to qualify a High Priest for the due discharge of the duties, to the per-
formance of which he has been called by the voice of his Chapter, would be to
take the control of the affairs of a Chapter out of the Chapter itself, where it has
been rightfully deposited by our constitutions, and place it in the hands of an ex-
traneous and irresponsible body, who, as a self-constituted council of High Priests,
might, by refusing to confer the Order on a candidate, presenting them the neces-
sary credentials, be pronouncing an effective and remediless veto on the choice
made by the members of a Chapter, of their presiding officer. An election held
under these circumstances would be rather the nomination by the Chapter to some
council of High Priests at the time existing only in {uturo, of the Companion whom
they desired for their presiding officer, and which nomination the' said council,
whenever it was called into temporary existence, might or might not approve and
confirm.

With these views your committee recommend the following resolutions for adop-
tion by your Most Excellent Body :— .

Resolved, That it is not within the province or the control of this General Grand
Chapter, or of any State Grand Chapter to define the duties or powers of a Council
of High Priests. ) }

Resolved, That while in deference to the long established usages of Royal Arch
Masonry in this country, it is recommended that everzrnewly. elected High Priest
should, as soon as it is convenient, receive the Order of High Priesthood ; his anoint-
ment as such is not necessary to his installation, or to the full and entire discharge
of all his powers and duties as the Presiding officer of his Chapter.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

ALBeeT G. Mackry, WiLLis Stuart, Wu. Fiznp, G. H. C. MzLopy, Isaac
CUNNINGHAM.
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A SOLACE FOR_DARK HOURS.

(WRBITTEN IN DARK HOURS.)
BY BR. DAVID BARKER.

A rurring rill—so small and weak—
Once nearly dried upon its way,
While running round the sea to seek
Upon a summer’s day.

But soon a cloud hung o’er that rill,
And soon came down an autumn rain,
When quick it danced by vale and hill,
Restored to strength again.

So pilgrim, though your sky should lower ;
Though sorrow’s storm should come at length,
Yet God may clothe that storm with power
To give your spirit strength.

It is not best that all should live
’Mid peaceful gales—'neath’sunny skies,
For cloud and tempest often give
Rich blessings in disguise.

The seaman’s bark, whose bellied sail
The storm has drenched, and wind has filled,
To reach its destined port might fail,
If storm and wind were stilled.

And thus our barks may quicker find,—
Though long of angry waves the sport ;
Though dashed ahead by storm and wind,
A final, peaceful port.

The smouldering ¢oals, that underneath

Some cumbrous pile have calmly lain

Might fire the world, if fanned by breat
Of passing hurricane.

And BroTHER, now perhaps thou hast,
Deep buried 'neath plebeian name,
A fire, which touched by sorrow’s blast,
May kindle into flame.

The rust that creeps o’er warrior’s blade,
When peace can sleep without alarms,

Is seen no more, when shout is made,
“To arms! the foe ! to arms !”

And thus ajreadiness for strife ;
For action in this world of fight,
May both protect’the spirits life,
And keep its weapons bright.

How oft the fearful conflict serves
To weaken woe, and strengthenweal,
By hard’ning up * the softened nerves,”
As smithman hardens steel.
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Fear not the man of wealth and birth,
Securely resting in his seat,
But sooner him, who dashed to earth,
Is rising to his feet.

From straightened bow the arrowed spear
By warrior’s arm is never sent ;
The danger which you have to fear
Comes when that bow is bent.
Ezeter, Me., Oct., 1853.

THE SAILOR FREEMASON.

A TALE OF REAL LIFE.

It was in the winter of 18—, when the “ Cherokee” sloop of war dropped an-
chor in Leith Roads, after a very stormy cruise. Having for some time labored
under a pulmonary disease, from cold, I was sent ashore to recruit my health ;
and from the long-boat I made my way to a Leith stage-coach,—one of the most
lubberly conveyances I ever travelled by, for the horses had scarcely any thing
like legs to~stand on, and fairly came to anchor once or twice in ascending the
steep called Leith Walk, the connecting link between the port and city of Edin-
burgh, whither I was bound. .

On my arrival in the city, a Highland porter assisted me to alight, and preced-
ed me to my dear home, where I was cordially received by my mother, brothers,
and sister; and here my shattered hulk was laid up in despair; but, thanks to
my kind family, I soon found myself in ship-shape order to move about, and revi-
sit the scenes so dear to my boyish days.

It was one ni%ht during my stay at home that I accompanied my brother and
sister to the ball of the Celtic Lodge of Freemasons, in the Calton convening
Rooms. The company consisted chiefly of Masons, their wives, and relatives,—
many of them dressed in the Highland garb, or sporting ribbons and sashes of the
clan tartan. On entering the hall, my Brother and party were received, with
every welcome demounstration, by one of the strangest-looking characters I ever
beheld. My Brother, perceiving I was preparing for a good laugh, frowningly
informed me that this was Mr. Richard Simpson, the:W. M. of the Celtic Lodge;
and I therefore struggled hard to contain myself in the presence of the worship-
ful igure now before me.

He was a man about five feetsix inches high, very lame, and short on one leg,
which required the sustentation of a hand-crutch. His outward man was clagd in
arich Highland costume, bedizened with Masonic emblems, which strangely con-
trasted with his ungraceful gait. But his head—and such a head !—was inex-
pressibly ludicrous. He had lost the sight of one eye, the sightless orb protrud-
ing far beyond the socket, which ever and anon rolled about as he addressed his
guests ; but to complete the picture, on his head he wore a 42nd Highland bon-
net, with a huge plume of black feathers, on one side of which was stuck a co-
loesal red feather, which, towering over the whole, was constantly waving to and
fro; and when he walked, its undulations resembled those of a pendulum.

However, “Dicky Simpson,” as he was familiarly called, was with all his odi-
ty a kind-hearted, well-meaning creature, for he seemed not to notice, or else not
to care for the mirth which his presence created ; and he was moreover an enthu-
siastic Mason. Although out of place, I may here mention that the Celtic Lodge
was then in its infancy, and has since been presided over by several eminent
Brethren, it being now one of the most respectable Lodges in Edinburgh. But
to my tale. The ball went off gallantly, many reels, dances, and strathspeys were
tripped either to the band or the bagpipe, and, as the saying is, the company did
ot “ go home till morning.”
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Some days after this fete, I asked my elder Brother if he would advise me to
become a Mason. He told me, what I then thought a strange reply, that he
could not possibly advise me ; I was at liberty to follow my own free will and ac-
cord. However, as he made no objection, I went to the Celtic Fraternity, and
next Lodge night received the first degree.

After work, the Brethren adjourned for refreshment, the same Br. Simpson be-
ing in the chair, with his ponderous head-gear waving proudly from the throne.
All the Celtic Brethren were also covered, according to the custom of the coun-
try. The repast consisted of a cold collation of sandwiches, which we washed
down with porter and ale. After supper, quart bottles of wine-negus and whis-
key-toddy were placed before the respective Brethren, which had been brewed
for the occasion. The harmony of the evening then commenced, and was kept
up till twelve o'clock, at which hour we separated. I afterwards received the

~other degrees; and as I was for some time at home, I spent much of my leisure
in visiting all the Liodges round about, until my returning health enabled me to
join my ship.

From that time T became enamored of Freemasonry, and while on board ship
I gave my mind up to that study, and frequently on our cruising excursions drop-
ped ashore to visit some Lodge on the coast. {t was a common remark on board,
that if sailors had sweethearts at every port, I had Brothers in every harbor. On
one occasion I went ashore at Greenock, when a remarkable circumstance oc-
curred, worthy of record. On entering the Lodge, to my great surprise I found
one of my superior officers there before me. Till that moment I was not aware
of his being a Brother; for on board ship he was rather austere and repulsive in
his manner to all beneath him in command,—a deportment which I believe many
of our commanders assume, from a notion that it is best calculated to secure obe-
dience and respect. On this occasion our eyes met, and we were. now for the first
time on an equalily ; and I shall never forget the hearty manner in which he salu-
ted me,—not in the voice which thundered terrors to the crew, but in the bland
tones of a Brother. Thou heaven-descended beam of light, beauty, and perfec-
tion !—how often has the endearing epithet of Brother reconciled the most con-
flicting interests, and united the firmest friends!

While I remained in his Majesty’s service, and it was not long, I experienced
many acts of kindness and civility from my gallant superior, who often conver-
sed with me on Masonic topics. Obliged to return home in bad health, I was
only in part enabled to resume my Masonic friendships ; but during that period
I enjoyed much tranquility, when with book in hand I visited the classic caves
of Gerten and Hawthornden, or scanned the rich entablature on Roslyn’s ruined
college, or sought the mouldering castle of the lordly St. Clair—

¢ Lifting o’er bloomin: ves its head ;
In lhegwan beauty o% g: dead ;” ’
and gazing from the loopholed retreat upon the varied tints of a sylvan pan-
dise—
“ A lovely scene, but sadly sweet,
Like smiles and tears on'beauty’s face
Far may we wander ere we meet
So dear a dwelling place,

That formed b{ hand of nature seems
For lovers’ sighs and poets’ dreams !”

Amidst scenes like these I found quiet and repose ; and ere summer clothed
the hawthorn.tree with bloom, my spirits with my health began to rally; but
yearned for my favorite element; and as I did not wish to be burdensome to my
dear friends, I left them once more, contrary to all parental and fraternal entres-
ties, and joined the merchant service, thinking that a foreign voyage might per-
haps recruit my health.

My leave-taking of my Brother was most solemn and affecting : he entreated
me to return back with him, but I would not. He shook his head mournfully
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and murmured “Farewell!” I could see him keeping his eye on the vessel, till
his figure became like an atom, and presently 1t vanished from my anxious gaze.

Our voyage was tempestuous ; the evening of our departure was greeted by
no solar ray ; and the wind, which in gloomy murmurs, gave “ fearful note of pre-
paration” for a coming storm, soon increased to a hurricane. Our little world
was tossed about at the mercy of the waves: the night was spent in fear and
anxiety. Twas then I thought of home; I imagined I heard my Brother be-
seeching me to return; but to hear a voice then was impossible : the thunder
rolled, and the forked lightning flashed in awful majesty. The morning came,
but the tempest raged with unabated violence, threatening to hurl us into the
yawning abyss. In this manner we were tossed about for two days at the mercy
of the winds and waves, having lost two masts. On the night of the second we
were driven on shore on the coast of Norway, near Bergen. The captain, who
was a cowardly fellow (in mercy to whom I do not name the ship), went ashore,
with four others, in the only boat we had, promising to return. I was certainly
offered a place beside the chicken-hearted commander, but I preferred to await
the return of the boat, in the company of those that remained.

Hanging to the wreck for hours, no boat came to ourrescue ; and as the vessel
was now under water, I resolved on swimming ashore, where I saw lights mov-
ing to and fro,—no doubt to aid the wreckers in their greedy business. Seeing
a spar floating by, I jumped upon it, and I was soon away from the vessel ; the
tide seemed to aid my efforts, for [ was carried towards the shore. In my eager-
ness to hold on by the spar, my watch-glass was broken into pieces, which were
lodged in my side, and this no doubt brought on fainting fromloss of hlood. But
there is a wonderful tenacity in life, and I still held fast, although unable to
make any effort. - I became insensible ; a gurgling noise assailed iy ears, and I
sank, as it were, into a dreamy sleep. In this situation I was cast on shore, and
how long I remained in this state I know not. I heard voices in the midst of the

.'storm, and the sound of footsteps near, but I could neither speak nor open my
eyes. My first sensation arose from the rough handling of some of the people,
who talked together in, to me, an unknown tongue. Still unable to open my
eyes, or to move, I remained insensible, until I felt my hand lifted up, as if to feel
the pulse. Instinctively, I clutched the hand in a grasp that it was found impos-
sible to disengage it from. The form and pressure of that grip was immediately
understood, and I was lifted from the strand into the arms otP a foreign Brother.
He held some spirits to my lips, and after a shiver or two, I opened my eyes upon
a scene of wreck and ruin. I was conveyed to the house of my preserver, the
glass was picked out of my side, and I was consigned to a couch, where I was
carefully watched.

By the kind attention of my newly-found Brother, I soon recovered, and heard
that all had been lost ; for what bad been saved from the deep had fallen into the
the bands of the wreckers. o

The kind-hearted fellow who had acted the true Samaritan introduced me to
the consul, also a Brother, who supplied me with clothes and other necessaries.
As soon as I was in a fit state to move about, I determined on returning home, for
I had a presentiment that death had put his mark upon me,as my pulmonary com-
plaint increased daily. Accordingly, I took the first ship which was bound to the
port of London * * * Here ends tho sailor’s narrative, .

He arrived in London much emaciated, where he found an asylum in his sis-
ter’s house; but he longed to see his old mother once more; and with staff in
hand, the frail, weather-beaten fellow went and secured a berth in one of the
Leith smacks (there were no steamer then) which was to sail next day. He re-
turned back, his luggage was put on board, and he retired to rest with the hope
that he would once more see his parent, who having been apprized of his inten-
tion, anxiously awaited the arrival of the ship. It arrived, but her boy was not
there ; the captain knew not how to account for the mystery, for he had seen him
the night before, with his own hand, write his name on a piece of paper, and pin it

8



58 EPISODES IN THE LIFE OF A FREEMASON.

to the curtain of his bed: and there it remained. DBy next post his afflicted fam-
ily were made acquainted with his dissolution.

His last filial effort was too much for him: he died two or three hours before
the vessel sailed. He was only twentyfive years of age; his voyage is o’er, and
with him ¢ the dream of life is past;” his shattered bulk is now free from earthly
storms, awaiting, it is to be ferventy and devoutly hoped, a tranelation to the
Grand Lodge above!

EPISODES IN THE LIFE OF A FREEMASON.*

— Sic me servavit Apollo.

Nor many weeks after the interview which I have recorded in the last number
of the Freemasons’ Quarterly Magazine, my friend W—— started for Vienna,
and on his arrival he was immediately appointed a cadet in a dashing hussar reg-
iment, which was then quartered at Milan. After remaining in the Austrian
capital about a fortnight, during which time he was a frequent guest at the house
of hig friend Br. Bertram, he received orders to join his regiment in Lombardy,
and soon found himself at head-quarters, where the verteran Radetsky was com-
mander-in-chief of the Imperial troops. His letters to me at this period were
very amusing, and his accounts of Italian society and the manner in which he
spent his time, though of course not so interesting to the general reader, were

ways welcome to me, as bearing upon the personal history of one for whom I
entertained so high a regard. One incident among many occurs to me, as I
write, and tends to show the feeling which so commonly prevails in the Austrian
army with reference to this country. The custom of having military “ messes”
does not exist in any foreign service, I believe, and certainly not in that of Aus-
tria ; so that the officers of the different corps dine as they please, at the fables-
d’hote, or restaurants of the various towns, as will have been often remarked by
those of my readers who are well versed in the scenes of foreign travel. On
one occasion, whilst W. was yet a militng cadet, he had dined with some
friends, and as they were discussing their coffee, the conversation happened to
turn on England. Our form of goverument, social economy, and military sys-
tem were freely canvassed, and some remarks were at length advanced highly
derogatory to the dignity of the latter, which W——, as an Englishman, ceuld
not allow to pass unnoticed. Each party warmed with their subject, and soon
the whole English nation was denounced by the Austrian patriot in terms of
unmeasured insolence and contempt. The result, as might have been expected,
was an appeal to arms, and my friend carried to his grave, among many honora-
able scars won on the field of battle, the marks of his first sword-wound gained in
the defence of his own country’s cause. After the duel was over, his antagonist
was fain to acknowledge that he had formed an erroneous idea of an English-
man’s; military prowess.

Every one will remember the political agitation which ushered in the com-
mencement of the year of grace 1848, and how each successive post was wont to
bring fresh tidings of some new revolution commenced, some throne tottering, or
some royal house consigned to be the propitiatory victim of the rapacious god-
dess of liberty. The outbreak of the 24th February in Paris was the signal fora
general convulsion, and Europe has scarcely yet recovered from the effects of
that universal excitement. It does not come within the province of these pages
to discuss the merits of the great questions which then arose between the people
and the governments of the great continental States, and I shall only remark en
passant, that the great cause of failure on the part of those who embraced the

*From the London Freemasons' Quarterly Magazine.
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liberal side may be fairly attributed to their own folly, and eagerness to grasp
more than was consistent with either justice or prudence. The events of those
two memorable years, 1848 and 1849, may serve as a useful lesson to all who
would plunge their country into anarchy and confusion without first sitting down
to count the cost, and consider whether they are not running the risk of losing
all the privileges they possess, by a rash attempt to gain, under the name of lib-
erty, what too frequently ends in a degenerate license. There is, perhaps, no
country in Europe more alive to the attacks of revolutionary impulse than Italy ;
the slightest spark is sufficient to kindle a lame of enthusiasm in behalf of lib-
erty from the Alps to the Mediterranean ; and nowhere does this feeling exist
more strongly than in the Lombardic portion of the Austrian empire. Accord-
ingly, the example of Paris was soon followed at Milan, and it is in connection
with the revolt at this latter city that the most singular and interesting of my
friend W 's Masonic adventuores occurred.

The operations of the malcontents, it will be remembered, were at first highly
successful ; and it was deemed prudent by Field Marshal Radetsky to withdraw
the troops altogether from the city, and encamp outside the walls. At this time
W-— was serving s a corporal, and in that capacity he had been intrusted
with a very small guard to teke care of the inmates of one of the military hospi-
tals. His little troop did not exceed some twenty men, and the intelligence that
the army had retired from the city, and that the insurgents were completely tri-
umphant, must have been somewhat startling to the corporal and his band. My
friend had been always famous for decision of character; he did not make up
his mind too hastily on a subject, but rather kept in view the old maxim which
he had learned from Cicero, “ Priusquam incipias, consullo ; et.ubi consulueris,
mature flcto, opus est ;” and thus he generally acquired a pretty correct notion of
the maetter in hand, and commonly arrived at a prudent conclusion. In the pre-
sent instance, he soon perceived that resistance was out of the question; to at-
tempt any thing of the sort, he plainly saw, would be but to sacrifice his own
life and that of his men without gaining any equivalent advantage for the cause
which he represented. Thus resolved, he next began to consider what was the
most prudent eourse to adopt, and whether there was any possible chance of be-
ing able to rejoin the troops outside the city. Things certainly looked very un-
propitious, but at all events he did not despair for himself of being able to accom-
plish his object. He summoned his men, spoke his mind plainly, and advised
them all to do what they could for themselves, having first taken every precau-
tion for the safety and comfort of the invalids. Having done this, he stripped
off his uniform, manufactured an impromptu republican cockade, and joined in
the loud chorus of the excited citizens, ¢ Popolo, Popolo, muotano ¢ hiranni!”?

After parading round the city for some time, an unwilling partisan of the in-
surgent people, and even assisting at times in the construction of the different
barricades—those favorite fortifications of all revolutionary commanders—
W-—— began to think that it was time to attempt his escape; but in vain did he
exert every effort of his imagination ; no device seemed in any degree feasible, and
as it was not merely a question of comparative risks, but of apparent impossibil-
ity, the prospects of success were most gloomy. He was, however, determined
at all hazards to give the slip to his new allies, and if his death should be the re-
sult of his resolution, he knew that at least he should be performing his daty, and
that the charge of cowardice or desertion could never be imputed to him. Many
an anxious hour passed without any symptoms of his being able to accomplish
his objeet, and numerous were the projects which he conceived without any
chance of ever being able to realize one of them. At length, however, he came
to the gate which was nearest to the position occupied by the Imperial troops,
and outside of which a barricade had been thrown up as an additional security,
At this point, he determined, if possible, to escape from his unpleasant predica-
ment ; and trusting to his cockade, and his loud vociferations in favor of la liber-
ta, he commenced operations. It so happened that just as he arrived at the gate
to which I have alluded, a fresh detachment of volunteers was being marched
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through it to reinforce the men on the barricade. Here was an opportunity not
to be lost; and it was not difficult, in the hurry and bustle of the moment, to pass
through with the crowd unnoticed. Accordingly, the corporal in disguise, to_
his great delight, soon found himself outside the gate. = One difficulty was over-
come, and the next object to be compassed was to pass over the barricade, and
gain the Imperial camp. This was no such easy matter ; a formidable array of
armed patriots guarded the barricade on every side with the utmost vigilance,
and to attempt an escape would have been as hopeless as it would have inevita-
bly been the certain signal for instant death, W was not an object of any
particular attraction on the barricade, as his dress* was of the latest revolutionary

fashion, and he busied himself in strengthening the outworks of the fortification
in common with the rest. Still his mind, as may be supposed, was not working
quite in upison with his hands, and he was constantly on the look out for a fair
opportunity to “slip his cable” and run for his life. Fortune, however, did not
appear to favor his design, and at last he determined to summon up all his non-
chalance and get quietly over the barricade as though he were about to perform
some particular duty, taking the chance of being stopped or not.

This was a somewhat desperate ineasure, but in such circumstances it is use-
less to weigh too closely the comparative chances of success or failure, and a dar:
ing resolution is often rewarded by complete victory— Fortes fortuna juvap. He
had advanced to the extreme top of the barricade, and was just going to com-
mence his descent, when a fierce burly-looking Milanese accosted him, and
asked him where he was going, and what was his business: this man at once as-
sumed a tone of command and an air of authority, which convinced my friend
that he was intrusted with some important charge by the insurgent chiefs. It
was no easy matter to return a satisfactory reply to the interrogatories of this
stern official, whose suspicions were evidently aroused, and who clearly implied
by his look and manner that he intended to deal in a very summary manner with
any opposition which might be offered to his commands. W was at a loss
for a moment, and his embarrassment was increased by the fear that his accent,
though very gbod for a foreigner, might strike the practical ear of a native as
something different from that of a genuine Italian. He hesitated, and the same
involuntary impulse (for the thought had never occurred to him before since the
commencement of his troubles) which was on a former occasion of such eminent
service to him, flashed across his mind, and in a sort of hopeless despair, whilst
expecting almost every moment to be his last, he made the sign of distress to the
Milanese, whose counienance immediately relaxed, as he answered the appeal of
his Brother in Masonic terms. '

This circumstance of course led to an explanation, and a few minutes suffi-
ced to make W. ’s new acquaintance au courant of his unpleasant situation.
After listening to my friend’s story with great attention, the sturdy republican
shook his head gravely, as thongh he considered the case a desperate one, and
even, perhaps, beyond the limits of his power to control. However, he asked
him a few questions as to what he wished to do, and then desired him to stand
aside, and wait for his return. These were, indeed, anxious moments for poor
W ——, who, although he had every confidence in the Masonic intentions of his
newly found Brother, could not help imagining that perhaps, afier all, patriotism
might prevail in the heart of the Milanese, and he might thereby be tempted to
sacrifice a Brother on the altar of his country. But W—— did not estimate Ma-
sonic virtue by a sufficiently high standard ; even the experience of his adven-
ture at Paris, and, still more, the generous conduct of Brother Bertram at Vien-
na, had failed to teach him how deep is the source from whence flow the senti-
ments engendered by that mystic tie of Brotherhood, which owns no distinction
of race or nations, but comprehends within its ample sphere the whole great fami-
1 of mankind, and sheds its mild and benevolent influence alike over every quar-
ter of the habitable globe. The Milanese walked along the top of the barricade
for some little way, until he came to a point where was stationed an elderly
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man, who held a telescope in his hand, and was quickly surveying the Imperial
camp. He looked with apparent sagacity on the scene before him, and seemed
calculating the chances of success in case an assault were made upon the city.
On the approach of his comrade he desisted from his scrutiny, and W—— soon
saw these two men engaged in close and animated conversation; he could not
doubt of the subject which engrossed their attention, and as he watched the ex-
cited gestures of the elder speaker, he trembled to think that his life or death
seemed dependent on his will. The younger man was evidently, by his de-
meanor, in a subordinate position to the elder, who turned out afterwards to be
the generalissimo of the insurgent forces. After an eager debate of some min-
utes, W perceived his Brother tMason returning towards him, and, as may
be imagined, his anxiety was wrought up to the highest possible pitch.

“I have done all I can for you,” said the Milenese, * but I had some trouble
with the old man yonder ; he is a good Mason, and is always willing to help a
Brother, but his patriotism very nearly got the better of him to-day ? however he
has agreed to allow you to pass unmolested, but all that we can possibly guaran-
tee is that you shall leave the barricade in safety, and then you must take to your
heels, and do the best you can for yourself ; if our fellows fire upon you we can-
not help it. And I must tell you moreover, that had you not revealed yourself
to me as a Brother when you did, I should have cut you down for attempting to
get over the barricade without any order for that purpose. Go, now, my Brother,
and may you reach in safety your destination at the camp !”

The two Brethren shook hands; W-—— poured out his grateful thanks in a
few hurried words, and in five minutes he had gained the outer base of the barri-
cade, and was preparing to start. One bound was sufficient to carry him into
the plain beyond, and my readers must imagine him runuing at the top of his
epeed towards the Imperial camp. He had not gone many paces before the
watchful eye of some indignant republican perceived him, and soon a whole
volley of musketry informed him, in no very civil or pleasant terms, that he was
discovered. W hiz, bang, whiz, came the bullets peppering down on him as thick
a8 bailstones, and the faster he ran, the nearer the balls seemed to come. One
penetrated his hat, another passed through the leg of his trousers, just grazing the
skin in the slightest degree possible, and yet, by the merciful ‘interposition of
Providence, he escaped unhurt, and soon found himeelf beyond the range of the
Italian musketry. So far all was well ; but he bad not yet reached the goal of
his troubles, and he was very nearly illustrating in his own person the old pro-
verb of “ out of the frying-pan into the fire.” . He had escaped the shots of the
Milanese, he had now to brave the fire of the Austrian sentinels. My readers
will remember that W—— was all this time attired in full revolutionary garb,
and a large tricolor cockade fastened in his hat naturally pointed him out as an
unmistakeable emissary from the insurgent city. Accordingly, the sentinel who
was placed at the first outpost of the camp,-on seeing so apparently dangerous a
character approaching the Imperial lines, fired at my unfortunate friend, happily
without effect, and finding this produced no impression, he gave an alarmn, which
caused a smart volley from the troops. W—— perceiving his danger, and re-
membering that he wore the emblem of revolution in his hat, tore off the cock-
ade, and waved a white handkerchief in token of his desire to parley with the
sentinels. He was now no great distance from the out-post, and as soon as he
reached the confines of the camp, he surrendered himself a prisoner, and request-
ed to be conducted at once to the presence of Radetsky. The Field Marshal,
though at first not quite disposed to give implicit belief to my friend’s story,
800n remembered his personal appearance, and the fact of his having had a spe-
cial letter of recommendation to him on joining his regiment. 'I'his at once re-
assured him, and after inquiring as to the strength and disposition of the insur-
gent forces, and informing himself, as far as possible, of what W—— had heard
and seen during his temporary alliance with the Milanese, he complimented him
very highly on the courage and prudence which he had displayed, and concluded
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by making out his commission as an officer at once. This was, of course, highl
gratifying to W——, who was delighted to find himself again in the midst of his
comrades, many of whom he amused not a little by a recapitulation of all his ad-
ventures since the troops had evacuated the city.

1t may be well to remark, that I received all the particulars of the incident here
related directly from my friend himself, 8o that there can be no doubt of the cor-
rectness of what has been above stated. Perhaps the most singular feature in the
whole story is the fact to which I alluded in the last number—viz : that Masonry
is wholly proscribed throughout every part of the Austrian dominions; and yet
here were found two Masons who fully acted up to the spirit of the Craft, under cir-
cumstances, too, of a very peculiar nature, and we may very reasonably infer that
they were not the only representatives of the Order in the city of Milan. Hence
we may learn how comparatively useless are those various engines of police
which constitute so important a feature in the administration of most of the con-
tinental governments, and how much averrated is their vaunted excellence in the
detection of offences against the law. True it is, indeed, that the sun never sets
on Masonry ; and the good seed will always flourish, no matter what the soil
may be, in spite of the denunciations and proscriptions of ignorant statesmen and

bigoted lawgvers.

MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE.

Suint Louis, Nov. 9, 1853.
Caarnes W. Moore, Esq.

- Dear Sir and Br.:—I am much pleased with your article on the pl’(gmscd
scheme of a division in the New York jurisdiction, and consequently of two Grand
Lodges. If the proposed measures, now being agitated in New York, be approved
by the several G. Lodges of the Union, then why may not other jurisdictions advo-
cate a similar policy ? The accomplishment of the proposed division will work
evil to the Craft. especially in the South and West. ’

. Fraternally, A. O'S.

Crockett, Tezxas, Oct. 28, 1853.
C. W. Moorg, Esq.

Dear Sir and Br. :—I have just received the October number of your Maga-
zine, which closes another year. I am still well pleased with the work and con-
sider it of inestimable value to the working Mason.

I regret that it is not more generally read by the members of the Lodge and
Chapter at this place.

Masonry is in a flourishing condition here and throughout our entire State. All
appear to understand well the ritual of our much loved Order, but there are but
few who are well versed in its laws and usages. I take great care to recommend
to all the Brethren here to read your Magazine as the best authority on that subject.
I can honestly say that I have learned much by carefully perusing its pages for
the last four years. Fraternally yours, W.M. T.

Honolulu, (Sandwich Islands August 29, 1853,

C. W. Moozk, Esq. ( ) » 1883
Dear 8ir and Br.:—I have the pleasure to enclose —— dollars for subscrip-

tions for your valuable Magazine,—commencing from No. 1, of the next volume.

I am of the opinion many more of the Brethren residents here, will subseribe,
but I have been unwell, and unable to see them. I have received my numbers re, )
ularly, and it is a source of great pleasure to peruse them. Every Mason should
be in the FOSsession of them. A Magazine of this kind is much needed in a place
like Honolulu, where there are foreign residents from different parts of the world
and each one possessed of some peculiar feeling, or prejudice,—sometimes causing’
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us to forget the duty we owe to one another as Masons, by indulging in personali-
ties, &c. Our Lodge, however, I am Eleased to say, isnow working harmoniously,
and increasing in numbers ; and we have only to guard against admitting within
the Temple, those who, by their conduct, may bring dishonor among the Craft.
Hawaiian Lodge, No. 21, under the G. Lodge of California, now. numbers about 28
Master Masons, 3 Fellow Crafts, and 2 Entered Apprentices,—3 candidates elect-
ed. I received the Trestle-Board. It is a fine edition, and, as I wrote you, I can
soon dispose of fifty copies. I remain yours, fraternally, . 8. B.

Alabama, October 15, 1853.

Br. Moore,—I have just been handed the October number of the Magazine, and
I have read the first article therein. The case is so appropos to a matter which
has just been disposed ofin the Lodge over which I preside, and your remarks are
60 in unison with my own sentiments, that I would not take fifty dollars for it. I
have just fought an obstinate minority on the platform laid down by you. They
are yet dissatisfied ; but we meet this evening and I shall take occasion to give
themn your views, and hope thereby to satisfy them.

Go on in the great work in which you are engaged, and may the Great Ruler of
the Universe aid and support you through the difficulties which you have to en-

counter in these * latter days.”
. Yours, fraternally, W.E. A.
[The remarks referred to by our correspondent, were on the disciplinary powers
of Lodges. We regret to learn thatt here should be a second case to which they were
applicable. It will be a sad day for Masonry, when a different ‘¢ platform” shall
obtain in our Lodges.]

Danvers, Nov. 9, 1853.

Be. C. W. Moozk :—I herewith remit price of subscription to the Magazine for
the ensuing year. The more I become familiar with it, the stronger I am convin-
ced, that it is one of the essentials to the student of Masonry ; and that no one
should be without it who aspires in the least to the honors of the Craft. This tes-
timony, humble though it be, I feel it my duty to communicate.

Yours, truly, Avcustus TownE.

Obituary.

. Brorrer SIMEON TOOLE.

Ar a called communication of Wayne Lodge, Wayne co., Mizs., on the 15th of

October, 1853, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted :—

Whereas, through the dispensation of an all wise Providence, our worthy Brother
Simxomw Toorx, has been called, in the vigor of manhood, from labor here to re-
freshment in the celestial Lodge above, therefore be it
Resolved, That we bow in meek submission to the will of the Supreme Architect,

whose ‘‘ ways are inscrutable and past finding out.”

Resolved, That in the death of Simeon Toole this Lodge has lost a worthy mem-
ber, and the community an estimable citizen.
Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the bereaved family and the afflicted
relatives of our deceased Brother ; and with them drop a tear over his grave.
Resolved, That in respect to the memory of our beloved Brother, we wear the
usual badge of mourning for thirty days.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent as a tribute of respect to the
family of our departed Brother.
Resolved, That a cog? be sent to the Freemasons’ Magazine, the Quitman Intelli-
gencer, and Eastern Clarion, for publication.
Wirnis L. Lane,
Joun H. Horng, ; Committee.
SamueL Jonks,
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[05™We understand that a new Encamp-
ment was instituted at Norwich, Conn., on
the 9th ult., under the name of Columbian
Encampment.

AN Egpmor. We see it stated in a note
from Br. T. D. James to R. W. Br. Jarvis

M. Hatch, and published with the p d-

ings of the Rochester Convention, on a divi-
sion of the Grand Lodge of New York, that
“the Grand Master of Ohio, and the G.
Secretary of Alabamé, have hoth very re-
cently been in the Lodges at 600 Broad-
way.” The Lodges referred to are those
adhering to the Phillips Grand Lodge. If
by the G. M. of Ohio, is meant Br. Hus-
BARD, the present G. Master, we feel au-
thorized to say that the statement, so far as
he is concerned, is an error. We think it is
also a mistake as to Br. PrisTEa, if he be
the G. Secretary referred to. Both these
Brethren understand their duties too well,
and are too faithful Masons, to knowingly
run into an error of the kind in question.
[Br. Pfister has since contradicted the state-
ment, in a pote to the G. Sec. New York.]

Odd Nos. Wanted.—Any Brother having
the first or second volume of this Magazine, or
any odd Nos. of either of those vols, will be
paid liberally for them, if he will send them
to this office, by mail or otherwise.

Also wanted, Nos. 1,4 and 7 of vol. 12,and
No. 1 of vol. 10, of this Magazine.

[5"The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts

{G~We have given in preceding pages,
two of the important reports adopted by the
Gen. Grand Chapter, at its late meeting, viz.
one on the R. and S. degrees, and the other
on the Crder of High Priesthood, as a prere-
quisite for installation as the presiding offi-
cer of a Chapter. In respect to the latter,
there will probably be some difference of
opinion amung Companions ; but if the prem-
ises assumed by the report are true, we do
not readily see how its argument is to be
answered, or its conclusions avoided. It is
undoubtedly desirable that all Companions
elected to preside as High Priests should
receive the degree in question, and they will
probably continue to do so, as gpportunity of-
fers.

{Z=We have been politely favored with
a copy of what purports to be a manual of
Jemale Masoury. It is sufficient to say, that
we have no sympathy in the publication of
such works. The author probably means
well enough, but he is doing no service
to the cause or respectability of genuine
Masonry, in circulating such books and pic-
tures in its name. Such societies were tried
in France more than half a century ago,
much to the scandal of the parties engaged
in them. There is a place for women, and
snother for men : and there is also a place
for both ; but the tyled Lodge-room is not
that place. .

15" We have received printed copies of the

will hold its annual communication at the
Masonic . Temple in this city, on Wednes-
day the 14th inst. The Grand Lodge will
also meet on the 27th inst, at 9 o’clock in
the morning for the annual exemplification of
the work Dy the Grand Lecturers, and in the
evening of the same day for the Installation
of officers. The Grand Chapter will meet
on Tuesday the 13th. See notice on the
cover.

e—

0G™Br. A. O'SutrLivan, G. Secretary at
St. Louis, Mo., is authorized to receive the
names of new subscribers to this Magazine
for the current volume, and receipt for the
payment of the same.

P dings of the G. G. Bodies at Lexing-
ton, from vhe G. G. Sec., and, in.addition to
those given in the present number, shall in
our next give such of the reports, in whole or
in part, as we can spare room for. The full
abstract of the other parts of the proceed-
ings, already given in our pages, leave *
little to add in respect to them.

3% On a tomb-stong in St. Helen’s church,
London, is the followiiig inscription :—

« Herg lieth the body of WirLiaM Kxr-
WIN, oft‘his city, Free Mason, who departed
this life the 26 day of Decemb: 1694.” ~ This
Wm. Kerwin was distinguished for his patri-
otic devotion to his maiden queen, Elizabeth.

I%Br. A. Mevee is agent for this Maga-
zine in Charleston, S. C.

¥ Br. Wu. H. Corp, is agent for this
Magazine at Norwich, Conn.
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MASONRY‘'IN NEW YORK.

WEe give below a Report adopted by the Grand Lodge of this Com-
monwealth, at its annual communication on the 14th uliimo, in relation
to the present condition of Masonry within the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of the State of New York. The report is full and preeise in its
details, and clear in the statement of its purposes. It leaves, in this re-
spect, little room, and less necessity, for any remarks, to enable even the
most careless reader to understand both. It is designed for the protec-
tion of the Lodges in this Commonwealth, against imposition from clan-
destine, or irregular Masons, from the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
New York. This was the purpose for which the committee were ap-
pointed. They have therefore, very properly, and, as it appears to us, of
necessity, laid before the Grand Lodge, and its suberdinate Lodges, such
details as were necessary to enable both parties to understand the precise
extent and character of the evil, against which the latter have asked to
be protected. Dissensions and schisms among the Brethren in New York,
were known to exist. It was also known that thero were in the city and
its immediate vicinity, large numbers of irregular Masons and clandes-
tine Lodges. But these faets were only known generally. Little precise
information on the subject, was in possession eithér of the Grand or su-
bordinate Lodges in this State. This information the committee have em-
bodied in their report, according to the means at their command. They
have analyzed and presented,in a clear and concise form, the various
schisms into which the Order in New York. has been divided, through the
instrumentality of the misguided, on the one hand, and the vicious and
schismatic, on the other. They have, also, to the best of their informa-

9 .
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tlon, given the names, numbers, and locations, of those Lodges which are
“held by the Grand Lodge of New York, to be either posmvely spurlous
or constitutionally irregular § and which, by the rules of Masonry, as in
force in this country, cannot be lawfully recognized as Masonic bodies.
To this extent, they have furnished the means by which the Lodges in this
Commonwealth, will be enabled to avoid any suspicion of subjecting
themselves to'the complaint, so forcibly and properly urged by the Grand
Lodge of New York, against the Lodges in some other States, of admit-
ting to their meetings and fellowship, members of these irregular organi-
zations. But these means are not alone sufficient. They are available
for the purpose only to a limited extent. Neither are they wholly free
from embarrassment. There are regular and unlawful Lodges, of cor-
responding names and numbers, in the same locality ; and this circum-
stance, as it was probably designed to do, renders the necessary dis-
tinction extremely difficult and uncertain. The committee have, there-
fore, in order to meet the very proper demand of the Grand Lodge
of New York, in its fullest extent,—and thus enable it to maintain the
entire integrity of its disciplinary regulations,—asked that body to fur-
nish such further means of recognition, as will enable the Lodges in this
jurisdiction, to distinguish, with greater certainty, those Brethren who
are rightfully entitled to their courtesies, from those whom they are not
at liberty to recognize as Masons. Without these additional means, the
Lodges in this jurisdiction cannot be placed in a condition either to an-
swer the demands of the Grand Lodge of New York, or to protect them-
selves against the intrusion of clandestine Masons from that State. The
report, therefore, very properly recommends, that the Lodges, before
they admit any visiting Brother from New York, shall be instructed to
require of him a certificate, under the hand and official seal of the proper
officer, that he was made a Mason in a lawful manner, and that he is now
in good repute and standing as such ; or, if he was improperly made a
Mason, that he has been lawfully healed and regularized, in conformity
with the established usages of Masonry ; for, if he has not been so heal-
ed, he is still an irregular Mason, though he may have been admitted to
free intercourse with regular Lodges, As in morals, ¢ evil communica-
tions corrupt good manners,” so, under the laws of Masonry, the admis-
sion of clandestine Masons, corrupts and vitiates the Lodge. 'The com-
mittee have not, as they could not, in a faithful discharge of their duty,
go behind this general rule of the Order.

But the report does not stop here. It assumes a broader ground ; and
maintains, that Brethren who are so far forgetful of their duties and obli-
gations as to be engaged in plots and conspiracies against the lawfully
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constituted authorities, or who are so schismatical in their conduct as to
disturb the harmony of the Lodges, and thereby encourage open rebel..
lion in their own State,—to the great scandal of the Fraternity every-
where,—are not entitled to the privileges of Masonry, or the courtesies of
their Brethren, in other States, Against this class of common disturb-
ers, and the evil tendency of their example, as well as to place the
“stamp of reprobation” upon their actions, the committee have consid-
ered it important to protect the Lodges within this jurisdiction. They
have accordingly recommended the only feasible measure within their
control,—relying upon the independent codperation of the authorities of
the Grand Lodge. of New York, to give to it efficiency and success.
The report assumes the entire responsibility of the measure, and only
asks of the Grand Lodge of New York, that it will not place its certifi-
cates of worthiness, in the hands of rebellious, schismatic and unworthy
Brethren,—the disturbers of the common peace of the Order. Let this
measure be generally adopted by the Grand Lodges in the country, and
rigidly enforced by all parties, and if it do not ultimately cure the evil, it
will confine it within prescribed and narrow limits. It will place the au-
thors of it under the ban of proscription. If, in this condition, they can
continue to exist with any satisfaction to themselves, they must be made
of worse material than ordinarily enters into the composition of human
nature.

REPORT.
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachuselts—
. Ar the Quarterly Communication of this M. W. Grand Lodge, in September
last, the following vote was referred to the undersigned, with instructions to con-
sider and report on the subject therein embraced :—

“ Voted, That a Committee be appointed to take into consideration what instruc-
tions should be given to the Lodges in this State, in reference to visiting
Members of subordinate Lodges from New York.”

Affecting as it does, to some extent, the free and brotherly intercourse which
this Grand Lodge, for nearly three quarters of a century, has sustained to Breth-
ren hailing from a neighboring jurisdiction, your Committee could not fail to re-
gard the subject-matter of the inquiry contemplated by the foregoing resolution,
a3 of the highest importance. And they have endeavored to conduct the neces-
sary investigations, impressed with a deep sense of the obligations resting upon
them and all good Masons, to regard those things which make for peace, while
seeking to maintain the integrity of those fundamental laws and principles which
are essential to the purity and preservation of our ancient and honored Institu-
tion. '

Your Committee cannot enter upon this Report without an expression of their
deep regret at the condition of the Fraternity in New York, as developed by
their investigations. Dissensions among Brethren of the same household of faith,
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are to be lamented; but, constituted as human nature is, they are not, unfortu.
nately, always to be avoided. We find them in all the various orders and class-
es of society—in the family cirele—in the Christian church. They began while
the world was yet ia its infancy, and they will end only with the consummation
of the great purpose for which man and the world were created. It is one of the
designs of Masonry, and the tendency of its sublime teachings, so to subdue and
harmonize the passions of its disciples, as to lessen the frequency of such differ-
ences, and to soften their “asperity whenever, from unavoidable or other causes,
they may unhappily occur. No merely human institution can do more than
this. And wherever this great purpose of Masonry has been accomplished—
wherever the beneficent spirit of its teachings has been allowed to work its way
into the heart—there the door of reconciliation is found thrown back upon its
hinges—wide open to the free entrance of the spirit of Peace. May we not still
hope for the realization of this truth—a living manifestation of its redeeming
power—at the hands of our unreconciled Brethren in New York? Have we
not a Masonic and moral right to expect so much of them? Or, must we be
driven to the sad conclusion, that their actions are never to correspond with their
professions ?

Your Committee have not desired, nor are they instructed by your vote, to ex-
tend their inquiries into the canses which have led to the unhappy divisions that
exist among our Brethren in New York; nor yet to seek the means of recon-
ciling them, Neither would they assume to dictate to the Grand Lodge of that,
or any other State, as to its duty in the government of its Lodges, or in the ad-
ministration of its internal affairs. With these they would not unnecessarily in-
terfere ; nor, indeed, from any consideration other than that they are so conduct-
ed as to endanger those essential landmarks which were set up by the ancient
fathers in Masonry, as guides for the government and preservation of our Institu-
tion, in its purity and integrity. They have, therefore, limited their investiga-
tions to the actual condition of the Order in New York, with a view to reeom-
mend, for the action of this Grand Lodge, such protective measures as the exi-
gencies of the case submitted for their consideration, seem to demand.

From the best sources of information of which your Committee have been
able to avail themselves, they learn that there are at the present time, in the
city of New York, the following organizations, exercising control over the three
degrees of ancient Craft Masonry :—

1. THe GraND Lobek oF THE STATE oF NEW YoORK, over which the Hon.
ReuseN H, WaLwortH presides as Grand Master. This body has under its
jurisdiction about two hundred and fifty Lodges,—seventy of which are located
in the city. This number includes, with the exceptions hereafter named, all
those spurious Lodges, which, prior to the year 1851, were working under the
body known as St. John’s Grand Lodge, and had been unlawfully created by
that illegal organization. And it may not be out of place here to notice, that
those Lodges, and their members,—the latter numbering about one thousand,—
were, at the time of the ¢ union,” received and acknowledged by the lawful
Grand Lodge, by a resolution of reconciliation, agreed upon by the parties. It
is true, that many of the persons so received, are among the best and most stead-

-
.
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fast Masons in the city; and, as men, are of much respectability. Butit is also
true, that many of them are among that class of Masons, who reflect no honor on
the Institution,

2. Tux Pawirs Graxp Lopek, so called, over which the Hon. MorvEcar
Myxrs presides as Grand Master. It will be recollected, that this is the body
which separated from the lawtul Grand Lodge, at the eventful session of 1849,
It Rhas under its jurisdiction, at the present time, twentytwo Lodges, as follows :—

No. 1. St. John's,#* New York city.
4. St. Patrick’s.
19. Fortitude, Brooklyn.
20. Abrams,t New York city.
21. Washington, " Do.:
23. Adelphi, Do.
26. Albion, Do.
27. Mount Moriah, Deo.
28. Benevolent,} Do.
54. German Union, Do.
56. Hohenlinden, Brooklyn.
641. Lafayette,§ New \york city.
66. Richmon Staten [sland.
. 69. Naval¢ New York city.
94. Strict Observance, Do.
106. Manitou, Do.
141. Oltmans.
142, Rising Sun, Yonkers.
143. Mount Moriah, Albany.
Delta, Brooklyn.
Hiram.

, (new,) Staten Island,

The number of Masons affiliated with these Lodges, and acknowledging the
authority of the parent body, is estimated at about seven hundred. They are ille-
gal orrecusant Masons, and cannot be lawfully admitted into any regular Lodge
in the country; but, it is undoubtedly true, that they frequently visit and are re-
ceived by Lodges in other States, Whether this is done with a knowledge of
their true Masonic character and relations, it is impossible to say, They are
mainly highly respectable, as men, and your Committee cannot doubt, that
many of them are conscientious in their persistance in what they believe to be
their inherent and legal rights. All that need be said further in relation to
them, is, that this Grand Lodge, in common with their Brethren throughout the
world, has decided that they are in the wrong.

3. Srt. Joun’s GrRaxp Lopee. This spurious body, which was merged in the
Grand Lodge of N. York in 1851, was revived, on Sunday the 12th of June last,
by two seceding Lodges from the lawful Grand Lodge, with the co-operation of
its former Grand Master, and other members of city Lodges. The name of its

#There are four Lodges of this name, and three of the same name and No. in New York
city.

{There are three Lodges of this name in the city.

{T'here are three Lodges of this name, and two of the same name and No. in the city.

§There are two of this name and Nu, Also, two under the name of Frankiin—one irreg-
ular, ’ )
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first officer is Richard Thum; and it has under its ]unsdlcuon, three Lodges,
viz i—

BenevoLENT and KeY-Stong, (old,) and FREEMAN (new,)
with about two hundred avowed adherents.

4. Forrien Lobees, There are two of this class of Lodges in the city, work-

ing under Warrants from the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, viz :—

PyTHAGORAS and FRANELIN,

numbering about one hundred and thirty members. The first named Lodge was
formerly under the jurisiliction of the Grand Lodge of New York; but, becom-
ing dissatisfied with the management of that body, or from some other cause, it
a few years since surrendered its Charter, and took out a new Warrant under the
Grand Lodge of Hamburg. Both of these Lodges are so far irregular, as not to
allow of their recognition by the Grand Lodges in this country. Independently
of this circumstance, they are believed to be well conducted and respectable
bodies.

5. Scorrisa Rite Lopexs. There are two spurious Lodges of this rite in the
city, viz :—

St. Jonn’s, No. 1, and La SinceriTE, No. 2,

with, it is supposed, about one hundred adherents. The person who formerly
presided over the St. John’s Grand Lodge, and has probably caused the Breth-
ren in New York more trouble, and brought more shame on the Institution
there, than any other Mason in the city ; and who, it is understood, has recently
been a second time expelled and cast off by his Grand Lodge, is at the head of
the schismatic body and imposture, undei which these pretended Lodges are
working,

It will be seen from the foregoing, that there are five classes of Lodges in the
city of New York. Four of these classes are made up of unlawful Lodges,—
amounting in the aggregate to twentynine¥—all actively at work and multi-
plying. The number of members affiliated with them, is from ten to twelve
hundred,—all of whom, by the rules of Masonry, are to be regarded as irregular
and clandestine Masons ; and, as such, to be excluded from all regular Lodges.
In addition to these, there are a large number of Brethren, who, though in regular
standing in their Lodges, are, nevertheless, either in open rebellion, or secretly
engaged in fomenting dissension among the Craft, and in atterfipts to subvert the
lawful authority of the Grand Lodge of their State. Your Committee are fully
aware of the extreme delicacy of this point of the inquiry; but they cannot al-
low the fact, that such a dangerous and suicidal state of things exists,—not only
in many of the Lodges in the city, but in the bosom of the Grand Lodge itself,—
to pass unnoticed and unrebuked. They desire to put upon it, and upon those
Masons who have so far forgotten their obligations and duties as to be engaged in
it, the stamp of reprobation. Their conduct is not only pregnant with destruc-
tion to the peace of their own Grand Lodge, but is subversive of all Masonic law
and governmentE It is setting an example, the evil influence of which, if not
checked in its incipiency, cannot fail to disturb the peace of other jurisdictions

#1t is probable there may be others, not known to your Committee.
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than that of New York. Far better for the repose of their Grand Lodge, and the
welfare of the Fraternity abroad, that such members should secede and join its
more honorable, because more open and manly, enemies.

In view of the preceding facts, and of the unfortunate condition of the Order
in our sister State,—in view also of the dangers to which our own Lodges are
continually exposed, from the great difficulty of distinguishing the true from the
false, among the many visiting Brethren from New York, who are daily knocking
at their doors for admission, your Committee recommend, as a protective mea-
sure, the adoption, by this Grand Lodge, of the following resolutions :—

Resolved, That the Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, are here-
by instructed to require of all persons assuming to be Masons, and hailing
from the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, who may
apply at their doors for admission as Fisitors (unless known and avouched, by
a Brother present, to be as herein provided), a Diploma, or Certificate, under
the signature and official Seal of the R. W. Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of the State of New York, of which the M. W, and Hon. RevBex H. War-
worTH is Grand Master, certifying that the Brother therein named, was made
aMason in a regularly and duly constituted Lodge, which, at the time of said
making, was working under the authority of a constitutional and lawfully or-
ganized Grand Lodge ;—that the said Brother is now in regular standing asa
Mason; and that he is noschismatic, or disturber of the harmony of the Craft ;
but true in his allegiance, and obedient to the laws and authority of the Grand
Lodge of New York, aforesaid. : -

Resolved, That in case the person named in said Diploma, or Certificate, was
made a Mason in an unlawful or irregularly formed Lodge, or under any au-
thority which, at the time of said making, was not recognized by this Grand
Lodge, then, and in that case, said Diploma, or Certificate, shall certify, un-
der the signature and official Seal of the R. W. the Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of New York, aforesaid, that the Brother therein named, bas
been duly and lawfuliy “ healed” and obligated, by competent authornty, and
in the only form and manner sanctioned by the usages and customs of Mason-
1y; that he is now in good and honorable repute and standing as a Mason,
obedient to the laws, and acknowledging the jurisdiction and supreme author-
ity, of the only lawful Grand Lodge of the State of New York, aforesaid.

Resolved, That the Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, are here-
by strictly forbidden, under the penalty of forfeiture of Charter, to receive as

Visitors, or hold Masonic intercourse with, any persons hailing from the juris-

diction of the Grand Lodge of New York, who do not furnish the evidence

required by [the preceding resolutions, of their regularity and present good
standing as Masons.

That the precise cheracter and force of these resolutions may be the more
readily appreciated by this Grand Lodge, and by the Lodges for whose govern-
ment and protection they are especially intended, your Committee have thought
proper to embrace in this Report, the following brief analysis, and statement
of what is expected to be their practical operation and effect :—
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ANALYSIS8 OF THE RESOLUTIONS,

1. They provide that every visiting Brother from New York, shall, previously to
his examination, furnish to the examining Committee of the Lodge, a Diplo-
ma, or Certificate,* under the seal of his Grand Lodge, and the signature of its
Grand Secretary, that he was regularly made a Mason, and that he is now in
good standing as such.

2. That if he were unlawfully made ; that is, in a Lodge not regularlygconstitu-
ted by competent authority, and as such recognized by this and a majority
of the Grand Lodges in this country ; then, and in that case, that he has been
regularly obligated and healed, in the only way known to established Masonic
usage.

3. That he was 8o healed by lawful Masonic authority.

4. That he is no schismatic,” or disturber of the peace and harmeny of the Craft.

5, That he is true in his allegiance, and obedient to the laws and authority of the
lawfal Grand Lodge of N. York, over which the Hon. REvsen H, WaLworTH
presides as Grand Master.

THEIR PRACTICAL EFFECT.

1. They require Certificates, that those Brethren who were illegally made Ma-
sons by the body known as St. John’s Grand Lodge, and received into the Fra-
ternity by the lawful Grand Lodge of New York, in 1851, were healed agree-
ably to the usages of Masonry, before they can be allowed to visit the Lodges
in this Commonwealth. ‘

2. They protect our Lodges against™all persons hailing from New York, who
were not made in lawfully authorized Lodges; and also against those Breth-
ren who were legally made, but have since seceded from their allegiance.
These two classes embrace all those Masons who were originally, or are now
attached to, or have been made under the authority of, the Phillips Grand
Lodge—(numbering, it is supposed, about seven hundred) ;—those who were
made in the Keystone and Benevolent Lodges (et id genus omne), while under
the jurisdiction of the lawful Grand Lodge of New York, but which have
since seceded ;—and, also, those connected with, or made in, the Delta and
all other recusant Lodges, since their separation from the lawful Grand Lodge.

3. They protect our Lodges against all that class of Masons who are affiliated
with, or were made in, those Lodges in the city of New York, which are work-
ing under a constitutional Grand Lodge, but are not recognized by the Grand
Lodges in this country,—as the Pythagoras and Franklin Lodges, deriving
their authority from the Grand Lodge of Hamburg,

4. They cut off from the privileges of the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, and
thereby protect our Lodges against their contaminating influences, all schis-
matics, agitators, and disturbers of the harmony of the Craft,—all cliques,
combinations, and parties, which may be openly arrayed against, or are cov-
ertly endeavoring to subvert, the legitimate action and authority of the Grand

%4 No person, who shall be accepted a Freemason, shall be admitted into any Lodge, until
he has brought a Certsficate of the fsme and place of his acceptation, from the Master of the
limit where he was made, and the Lodge kept,”—Regulation of 1663,
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Lodge of New York,— the proper afficers of that Grand Bedy are true to
themselves and just to this Grand Lodge.

5. Finally—They cut off from the privileges of our jurisdiction, all that class
of Masons who are affiliated with the Lodges in New jYork, but who refuse
?bedience to the laws and constituted authorities of their Grand Lodge,—all
irregularly made Masons hailing from that State, who have not been properly
and lawfully healed,—all who are not now in good standing, though so heal-
ed,—all who, though not in open rebellion, or so derelict in duty and false to
their obligations, as to be subject to discipline, do not acknowledge the au.
thority of the only lawful Grand Lodge of the State of New York.

In conclusion, your Committee believe that the resolutions afford perfect and
ample protection to the Lodges in this Commonwealth, They exclude from our
f!ommunion all clandestine, turbulent, and rebellious Masons, coming from the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of New York. They give strength and support to
the constituted authorities of that Grand Body,—so far as this Grand Lodge has the
ability to do it,—by placing in the hands of its proper officers, the extraordinary
power to say who of the members of their own Lodges shall, or otherwise, be allow-
t'!d toenjoy the benefifs of their Masonic relations, within the jurisdictional lim-
its of this Grand Lodge. And should the resolutions receive the sanction, and
this Grand Lodge the co-operation, of its sister Grand Lodges, in this measure, the
result will be to hedge the evil-doers round-about, as with a wall impregnable
8 granite,—leaving the proper authorities of the lawful Grand Lodge of New
York, as sentinels over them, to see that they do not escape to plague their more
dutiful and orderly Brethren in other States. And this will be accomplished by
the simple process of quietly withholding the necessary Diploma, or Certificate,
to “enable them to travel.” The resolutions thus enable its proper officers to
protect the Grand Lodge against its own refractory members, by holding over
them a powerful, but mild and peaceful corrective,—a corrective as efficient, to
the extent of its operation, as suspension from their Masonic privileges. The
resolutions do no injustice to the true Brethren, and subject them to no other in-
convenience, than that of asking for the required Certificate, whenever they may
desire to visit their Brethren in other States. True, they repose great power and
responsibility in the hands of the Grand Officers ; but great trusts in the hands
of faithful men, beget corresponding vigilance and fidelity. A Grand Master,
having a moral character to sustain, will never venture to issue, or cause to
be issued, any false document, under the sanction of his official seal. When
such a case occurs, it will be time enough to look for the remedy.

Respectfully submitted,

SIMON W. ROBINSON,
EDWARD A. RAYMOND,

E. M. P. WELLS, CoMMITTEE.
3. V. c.'SMITH

THOMAS RESTIEAUX,

Boston, December 12, 5853.
A true copy from the Records—Adttest,

Cmas. W. Moore, Grand Secretory.
10
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REVISED CONSTITUTION OF THE GENERAL
GRAND CHAPTER. ’

AT the late meeting of the Gen. Grand Chapter at Lexington, the Constitu-
tion of that body wae referred to a committee for revision. This committee re-
ported sixteen amendments, all of which were disposed of by adoption, amend-
ment and adoption, or rejection. As some of our readers, who"feel an interest
in the subject, may not have an early opportunity to examine the Constitution
in its present form, we will endeavor to state the amendments, in such a manner
as that they may easily make the necessary corrections, in substance, in any
copy they may possess.

Art. 1. Sec. 1—was amended, by the addition of a new clause, giving to the
body power to change its time of meeting ; and, in the event of a positive ne-
cessity for so doing, to the G. Grand High Priest, or in his absence or death, the
senior officer, power to change, ad interim, the time of the succeeding meeting.
Both of these amendments were desirable ; and should the body hereafter deter-
mine to hold any of its future meetings, at the South or Southwest, it would pro-
bably be found to be more agreeable to the members, while it would afford
greater security to health, to hold them at a later period in the year than Sep-
tember. The second branch of the amendment relieves the proper officer from
any necessity of holding the meeting, during the prevalence of any epidemic,
which may exist at the time or place designated. This section was further
amended by providing for the appointment of Chaplain, instead of election by
ballot.

8ec. 3, Art. 1—was amended in some important respects. The relative rank
of the Secretary and Treasurer was changed, and seniority given to the latter,—
a matter of no other importance than that it is more conformable to the general
practice. Before the appointiment of Treasurers, the Secretaries discharged the
duties now vested in them. As we have stated on a previous occasion, the office
of Marshal, by an amendment of this section, was abolished, and that of Captain
of the Host and Royal Arch Captain created,—thus adding one to the former
number of officers. But the most important respects in which the section was
amended, are, first, in striking from among the members of the body, all its Past
Gen. Grand Officers; and, secondly, in revoking the privilege of Past Grand
High Priest of State Grand Chapters, to take seats in the body, *without the
right of vote,”—a privilege which they have heretofore enjoyed; and which, by
another provision of the Constitution, is still secured to them, in their State G.
Chapters, with the right of vote.* If the powerless, and therefore harmless, posi-
tion they have heretofore held, in the G. Grand Chapter, was either dangerous or
troublesome, we are at a loss to understand by what rule of propriety that body
was influenced in fastening the practice, in its most objectionable form, on the
State G. Chapters ; without power to relieve themselves of it. Organic laws
should be consistent and just. We think, however, it was wise to not attempt to
eject the Past Officers from the State Grand Chapters, as such a measure would
probably have led to the undesirable discussion of matters of more importance.
That. the Gen. Grand Chapter possessed the power to cast off, as of no further
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use to it, those of its Past Grand Officers who have served it faithfully for more
than lialf the period of its existence, and earned the honorable position to which
they had attained under its original and all subsequent constitutions, by their
services and fidelity, may be true. But, in our humble judgment, it was neither
wise, kind, nor just, to do so. We are not aware that there is a precedent for
such a measure in the entire history of Masonic government. But without go-
ing into this inquiry, we cannot come to any other conclusion thaun that the Gen.
Grand Chapter has, in this respect, done great injustice, not only to its aged Past
Officers, but to its own interests. Its P. G. High Priests, Kings and Scribes
were its counsellors ; and their talents, information and experience, were too val-
uable to be voluntarily thrown away,—particularly, as the retaining of them in-
volved no expense to the body. It was “ progressing” in the wrong direction.

The 7th sec. of this article was amended by striking out the fee of * not less
than four dollars,” for the advancement of a candidate to the Mark degree
This leaves the matter subject to the regulations of the State Grand Chapters,
each acting for itself; and,—except that asthe G. G. Chapter has assumed to
regulate the fee for the degrees in one respect, it would seem proper that it
should do so in all respects,—we see no objection to this disposition of it. The
Chapters in the Atlantic cities, have frequent occasion to confer this and the other
intercallary degrees, on Companions from Europe; where the Royal Arch is
given immediately after the Master’s degree. Heretofure, the fee has been some-
what uniform. The amendment may tend to make it otherwise.

The 9th section of the same article was stricken out. It will be seen by re-
ference to the Constitution, that this was the section which has given rise to no
inconsiderable amount of learyed discussion, with the view to ascertain the
length and breadth of the very complicated phrase, “constitutional degree !”
That mystery is now solved,—for which, in common we suppose with all Royal
Arch Masons, we desire to be thankful. The following new section was added
a8 a substitute for that rejected :— .

8zc. 9. The only degrees recognized by this General Grand Chapter, to be con-
ferred in Chapters under its jurisdiction, are Mark Master, Past Master, Most Ex.
cellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason. And no Royal Arch Mason who shall
bave regularly received said degrees, shall be excluded from the rights of such, by
reason of his not being in possession of any other, so called, degrees.

The 10th section was amended so as to read as follows :—

8ge. 10. In all cases of the absence of an officer from any body of Masons, in.
stituted or holden by virtue of this Constitution, the officer next ir rank shall oc-
cupy his place : unless through courtesy, or for other reasons, he should decline in
favor of a Past High Priest. .

How the words stricken out from this section ever came to be inserted, or
why they have been so long retained, are questions not easily solved. The sec-
tion has been improved ; but it is not yet as perfect as we could desire. It goes
too far. We would have it restrict the right to preside, to the officers of the
Council, or, by courtesy, to the P. H. Priests.

ARrT.2. Sec.1. “Of State Grand Chapters,”—was amended by striking out
the “Grand Marshal,” and substituting a “Grand Captain of the Host.” This
vill require an alteration of the Constitutions of several, and probably most,of
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the Grand Chapters in the conntry ; should they feel it their duty to conform to
the new arrangement. It was not a matter of importance, and it would probably
have been more satisfactory, had it been left as it was. The Grand Chapters

may, and probably will, however, still continue to retain their Grand Marshals, as
a matter of convenience, in forming processions, and the discharge of other duties
appropriate to such an officer. It is true these duties may all be done by the
Captain of the Host. But thero is somothing in old customs ; and as the Gen.

Grand Chapter started, half a centory or more ago, with a Marshal, and thus set
an example which the State Grand Chapters have generally followed, it will not
be surprizing if they should desire to continue to walk in the * old paths ;’ espe-
cially as such a course would involve no constitutional delinquency.

The 4th and 6th sections of this article were also amended in such manner as
to require that the dues and fees shall be paid over to the Grand Secretaries, in-
stead of the Grand Treasurers, of State Grand Chapters, as heretofore. This was
a matter which had been as well, if left to the regulation of the bodies most in-
terested in it ; inasmuch as it will occasion, in many cases, the necessity of a
change in their financial system, as well as in the form of blanks, keeping of the
books, making returns, &c. In the case of the Gen. Grand Chapter the change
was well enough; and it will probably operate satisfactorily, in all cases, whes
it shall be fairly established. Our opinion is, that all matters of a strictly local
character, not involving any general principle or rule, whereby the integrity or
unity of the whole body may be affected, should be left to the regulation of the
State Grand Chapters.

In Article 3d, the 4th section, respecting Lodges of Mark Masters, was strick-
en out; as were also the words Lodge or Lodges, wherever they occur. There
being no such Lodges, independent of the Chapters, within the jurisdiction, there
was no longer any necessity for retaining the name, as it formerly stood.

The whole of the fourth article, including the form of constituting new Chap-
ters, was stricken out, except the 2d and 3d sections. To this we presume there
can be no vbjection, as the form may be found in the text books. It was out of
place as a part of the organic law of the body.

The following are new sections,—the last being a substitute for the fourth
section of the fousth article of the original instrument, which left it in the power
of the body to amend its Constitution at any stated meeting : —

Skc. 7. Art, 3.—It shall not be deemed regular for any Chapter to confer the
degrees of the Chapter upon any person whose fixed place of abode is within any

other State, in which there is a Chapter regularly established, except by the con-
sent of the Chapter nearest the place of residence of said applicant.

Sec. 3.  Miscellaneous.—This Constitution shall not be altered or amended, unless
such alteration or amendment be proposed in writing at one regular meeting of the
General Grand Chapter, published among the minutes of the proceedings, and at
the next regular meeting receive the approval of two-thirds of the members then
present.

Under this section the Constitution must remain as it is for at least the six
_years ensuing. It has doubtless been improved by the revision, though there are
fentwres in it (new and old), which are, we think, susceptible of further improve-

ment,~wsqme of which we have indicated.
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DEATH OF BR. JONAS CHICKERING.

Tax deceased died at his residence in this city, at 11 o’clock, on Thursday even-
ing, Dec. 8th, last. On the evening of his death, he was at the residence of Dr.
Rolfe, attending a meeting of the government of one of the various societies with
which he was officially connected. While engaged in addressing his associates, his
head was observed to fall upon his breast and his speech failed. Every attention

. was promptly rendered, and he was removed to his own house, where he remained
wnconscious, and in a short time breathed his last. Dr. Winslow Lewis and Dr.
George H. Gay, were called to his bedside, but it was evident that human agencies
were of no avail. Bleeding was resorted to as the only expedient to give motion to
his stagnant blood, but this afforded no relief. Br. Chickering had suffered from
previous similar attacks, the last of which occurred on the 28th of November, the
wedding day of his son, Major Charles Francis Chickering. He had rallied speedily
from the immediate effects of these attacks, but they had considerably impaired his
strength.

Br. Chickering was 57 years of age. He was born in Mason Village, N. H., and
educated at the public school in that town. At the age of 17 he was apprenticed
tothe cabinet-maker’s trade. While engaged in his work, he accidentally was call-
ed upon to repair a piano-forte. It was the first instrument of the kind he had ever
seen; but he was able, by his ingenuit , to restore it to its usefulness. He came to

. Boston February 15th, 1818. He worked one year at his trade, and on the first an-
niversary of his advent into the city he entered into the employ of one of the pio-
neer manufacturers of piano-fortes. On the 15th February, 1823, he commenced
business in company with a Mr. Stewart, from London, and had a shop in Tremont
street, near where the Boston Museum now stands. It was not, however, until the
year 1825, that his peculiar talent in his profession, first began to attract the public
altention. In this ye:'u-, in connection with Mr. Stewart, he built two Piano Fortes,
with several new improvements, such as the detacked sounding board, designed to
obviate the usual effects produced by changes in the weather; and an improve-
ment in the hammer receiver, or catch, calculated to prevent the double blow, or
rebound,—an invention never previously introduced into the square piano. By his
subsequent inventions and improvements, he brought the instrument to great per-
fection, and earned for himself a world-wide reputation. But this branch of his
history more appropriately belongs to another.

He was a Mason, in the true and best sense of the word. He was Initiated in St.
Andrew’s Lodge in this city, in the year 1821, and was immediately after admitted
& member, which relation he eontinued to hold until his death. He was not what
is understood in the Lodge as a working Mason ; but no member of the Fraternity
ever more fully and constantly exemplified in his life and character and actions,
the great principles of Masonry. He was constant in his attendance, and faithful
in the discharge of all his duties. Charity with him was a practical duty, and no
Ppoor Brother ever turned from him with his necessities unrelieved. His Brethren
of the Lodge loved him for the amenity of his character and for his great moral
worth, and they will long continue to honor his memory as one who has left them
arichlegacy in his good name and christian virtues.

He was also a member of St. Andrew’s Royal Arch Chapter, of the De Molay
Encampment of Knights Templars, of the Boston Grand Lodge of Perfection, and
fthe Council of S. P. R. 8. 32d—in the prosperity of all of which bodies he never
Taifed to mrmifest o lively interest.
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¢ Of his worth,” says one of the city papers, * it is not necessary to say a single
word, for wherever his name has been pronounced it has been coupled with all that
was generous, noble, enterprising and good. As a business man, he stood at the
head of his profession, and was more extensively engaged at the time of his death,
than at any former period. Mr. Chickering, by his own unaided efforfs, had accu-
mulated a handsome property, but he had not been without his trials. In his offi-
cial relations, as a member of the Legislature, President of the Handel and Haydn
Society, and President of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association,
which last named office he filled at the time of his death, he was held in high re-
- gard by his associates. No needy artiat ever applied to him for assistance in vain,
and to all musicians he acted the part of a Brother and a disinterested friend. This
trait of character he carried into all his dealings. He has left behind him four
children—three sons and one daughter.”

His funeral took place on Monday morning, Dec. 12th, from Trinity Church, of
which he was a member and an officer. The Church was crowded to its utmost
capacity. “The genuine kindness of heart, the probity, honor, uprightness, and
public spirit of the deceased, had peculiarly endeared him to a large portion of our
citizens, and the general feeling of grief at his sudden death, found expression in

- this last tribute of respect to his inanimate remains. If the church could have
been enlarged to three times its present capacity, it would have been found too
small to have accommodated those who sought to be present. Summer street,
Hawley street, and the corners of Washington street, were filled with people, long
before the funeral cortage arrived at the church. The look of sadness upon the fa-
ces of all, and occasionally a dropping tear, attested the universal grief.”

In respect to the memory of the deceased, all the music stores in the city were
closed, and the piano manufacturers all suspended business during the day, and em-
ployers and men expressed their sympathies with the afllicted family. Nearly all
our resident musicians were also present.

At 11 o'clock the procession was formed at the residence of the deceased, and
proceeded to Trinity Church in the following, order :—

De Molay Encampment.
St. Andrew's Lodge.
8t. Andrew’s Chapter, .
Officers of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association.
Officers of Handel and Haydn Society.
Suffolk Lodge of Odd Fellows.
Officers of Mechanic Apprentices’ Library Association.
All the Workmen in Mr. Chickering’s employ.
The Hearse, bearing the body.

The Pall Bearers were Edward A. Raymond, (Past Grand Commander of De Mo-
lay Encampment,) John B. Hammatt, (Past High Priest of St. Andrew’s Chapter,)
John Rayner, (an aged member of St. Andrew’s Lodge,) and H. N. Hooper, Geo,
Darracott, and Stephen Fairbanks, (Ex-Presidents of the Massachusetts Charitable
Mechanics’ Association.)

With all the above charitable and benevolent bodies Mr. Chickering was con-
nected, either as member or officer. Hon. Robert C. Winthrop and Abbot Law-
rence walked in procession with the Mechanics’ Association. Josiah Quincy, Jr.,
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Mayor Seaver, and many other prominent men, were present in the procession and
in the church.

The following notice of the deceased, on motion of the R. W. C. Gaxron Picx-
wan, Esq., P. J. G. W., was adopted by the Grand Lodge of this State, at its late
annual communication :—

“ Whereas the Masonic family have recently been called to mourn over the sudden
loss of its late dear Brother, Jonas Chickering, this Grand Lodge feels itself called on
to enter on its records some slight memorial of its regard for the departed, and some
expression, however unavailing, of its sympathy with the survivors.

As the representatives of the Masonic family of this State, we may well lament
in their name the withdrawal of one who was in every relation of life, indeed
“a workman that needed not to be ashamed ;"' in religion sincere and devout ; in
every duty which religion prompts, most faithful and true : ever seeming to live to
God and to his fellows : in whom the sufferer ever found a friend, and who, we hum-
bly trust, when the earth and sea shall give up their dead, will rise, called and
fitted for higher exertion, and for undying happiness.

Ordered, That the chairs of the presiding officers, which we owe to his bounty,
and that the organ, due, in a great degree to his kindness, be clothed in mourning,
and that the Stewards of this Grand Lodge attend to that duty.

Ordered, That the Recording Grand Secretary send a copy of these votes, with
the preamble, to the family of Brother Chickering, and that the same be entered
on the records of this Grand Lodge.”

At a meeting of the Boston Encampment of Knights Templars, on the 21st ult.
Dr. WinsLow Lewis, P. G. C., announced the death of the late Sir Jonas Caickr-
16, in the following eloquent and appropriate address, a copy of which was or-
dered to be furuished to the family of the deceased :—

“To those, who by their course of action, by a consistent and undeviating career
of exalted usefulness, have left an impress of more value than gold on the institu-
tions with which they have been connected and loved and adorned, it is becoming to
Pay totheir memories something more than the * passing tribute of a sigh.” They
demand the record of the pen, as well as of the heart, that we may transmit to our
successors those characteristics which yet radiating from the grave of buried worth,
may encourage and animate the surviving associates to seek greatness by following
goodness, 30 that the grave closing over us, “ e’en in our ashes live our wonted
fires"—* Virtus post funera.”

Of one, who thus followed the ** spirit of duty,” and was ever faithful to the sim-
Ple requisitions of the Golden Rule, it behoves us here to speak. In this Institu-
tion he received the honors of Knighthood, and was for many years an attached and
beloved member, and only left this to build up a similar Institution, founded on the
grand principles of brotherly love and friendship. Who can ever forget Jonas
Chickering '—that quiet, unassuming deportment, that noiseless, even temor of
his way, that still small voice whose melody was ever music to misfortunes ear,
but which spoke ** trampet tongued” to a grateful community. By occupation, an
Utisan, in enlarged mental endowments neither a possessor or pretender, in high
elevated rank among the undistinguished, but in the loftier scale of action, in deeds
of charity and pure beneficence, a king, whose diadem was enriched with a halo
Which sparkles for eternity.

Lhave no resolutions to offer, but I thought it not out of place nor inopportane,
toinscribe on our records, that we, in common with so many other institutions,
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would pay our due of heartfelt sympathy for the loss of one’of * God’s Noblemen ;"
and let this be our resolve, that we will imitate his goodness, and ever hold in our
memories the worth and excellence of Jonas Chickering, truly our * Maa of
Ross.”

{ortarmaL.]

LINES TO S.C.,
OR

WHEN, WHERE AND HOW SHALL I DIE?

BY BR. DAVID BARKER.

WHEN SHALL I DIE 7

It may be, perchance, to-morrow,
Ere a larger, newer sorrow
Comes around my soul to borrow

Half the bliss it saves ;
It may be when locks are bleaching,
When life’s lengthened shadow’s teaching
That my feet are swiftly reaching

Near a place for graves.

WHERE SHALL I DIE ? .

It may be with tearless stranger,
It may be 'mid toil and danger,
It may be in hut or manger

Far from friends removed ;
It may be when friends are near me,
Breathing kindly words to cheer me,—
Few who neither scorn nor fear me—

Friends my heart has proved.

HOW SHALL I DIE ?
It may be when doubts assail me,
When my trust in God shall fail me,
While a horde of phantoms hail me
From a land of gloom ;
It may be when Hope attends me,
When a world’s Redeemer sends me
Living, dying faith, that lends me
Peace beyond the tomb.

Thou Great Architect of power,
Though my sky of life must lower,
Aid me in death’s awful hour,
Save me from despair ;
When I cross the stormy river,
Be my bark, my pilot, ever,—
Leave me, God of mercy, never,
This is all my prayer.
Ezeter, Me., Dec., 1853,
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GRAND LODGE OF TENNESSEE.

Tars Grand Lodge held its annual communication at Nashville, in October
last, commencing on the first Monday and closing on the following Friday. The
session was well attended, and the proceedings indicate a high degree of pros-
perity among the Lodges in the State. The Grand Master opened the session
with an excellent address, from which we have given extracts in another place.
The address was referred to a committee, who made a suitable report, and sub-
sequently offered the following excellent resolutions, which were adopted by the
Grand Lodge :—

Resolved, That each presiding officer of Lodges in this State, shall, in every case,

give the lectures appertaining to all the sections in each degree he may confer, and
no degree shall be considered fully conferred until such lectures are given.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is contrary to an enlight-
ened spirit of Masonry, to confer the three symbolic degrees at one communication -
on the same person, and that no dispensation be hereafter granted for that purpose.

Resolved, That the duty and genius of Masonry require us to extend such aid and
encouragement to a preliminary system of education as can be done without incur-
ring financial liabilities, and that it is the duty of this Grand Lodge to extend its
moral influence and fostering care to a general cause of instruction and moral cul-
ture, particularly to those institutions having in view the education of worthy Mas-
ter Masons’ children.

Resolved, That the habit of drunkenness, anfortunately indulged in by too many
Masons, is at variance with the tenets and teachings of our Order, and well calcu-
lated to bring it into disrepute, and should not be tolerated among 1he members of any
subordinate Lodge ; and that suspension for minor offences, and expulsion for a con-
firmed habit of drunkenness, be invariably adopted.

Resolved, That we hold the disgusting and unmasonic habit of profanation in great
contempt, and that it is the duty of every presiding officer, on proper occasions, to
admonish his Lodge with deliberate calmness and firmness, and endeavor by his in-
fluence to produce a general Masonic condemnation of that odious custom.

Resolved, That the despicable habit of tattling and slandering, is unworthy any
man or Mason, and that in everg case of well attested slander the calumniator be
immediately expelled from all the benefits of Masonry.

WITHDRAWING PETITIONS.

The committee on By-Laws of Lodges recommended an amendment in those
of Jackson Lodge, No. 8, to the effect that no petition for the degrees can be
withdrawn, unless it has been previously  reported favorably upon;’ which re-
commendation was concurred in by the Grand Lodge. We commend this rule,
as we have on other occasions done, to the favorable consideration of other G.
Lodges,

EXPULSION AND RESTORATION.

The following resolutions were adopted on these subjects :—

Whereas, considerable diversity exists in the practice of subordinate Lodges in
regard to the expulsion of Brethren and the restoratiou of those who have been
expelled ; in order to secure uniformity, be it :

Resolved, That a majority of all the members present may expel a Brother for un-
masonic conduct ; provided due notice has been given, as far as practicable, to all
the members of the Lodge, of the time and objects of said meeting.

Resolved, That no Lodge shall restore a Brother who has been expelled, until
due notice shall have been given, as in the foregoing resolution, to all the members
of said Lodge, of the time at which the question of restoration is to be determined.

11
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Resolved, That after a Brother is legitimately expelled, he has no further claims
on the Fraternity, and that in no case shall he be restored to the privileges of Ma-
sonry without an unanimous vote of the members present when the question of
‘restoration is acted on.

Resolved, That no question of expulsion or restoration shall be determined in any
subordinate Lodge, except a majority of the members of the Lodge be present.

The following additional resolutions on the same subject, were subsequently
offered and adopted. The first is extremely stringent, and will not operate kindly
in practice. The second goes altogether too far, though we do not hold to the
doctrine that a private Lodge is obliged to receive an obnoxious visitor. Still, a
Brother restored by his Grand Lodge, is restored to all his former privileges, and
should be admitted to all the courtesies which are enjoyed by Masons in good
standing, Otherwise, he is but half restored :—

Resolved, That hereafter this Grand Lodge will not restore an expelled Mason
to the rights and privileges of Masonry, except by the unanimous vote of the mem-
bers present.

Resolved, That when a Mason is expelled by a subordinate Lodge, and ah appeal
is taken to the Grand Lodge, and such expelled Mason is restored to the rights and
privileges of Masonry by the Grand Lodge, the Lodge expelling him has the right
to exclude said restored Mason from visiting it or participating in any of its festiv-
ities, or on funeral occasions.

The report of the committee on correspondence is from the pen of the Grand
Secretary, R. W. Br. CuarLes A. FULLER, and is marked by good sense and
propriety, in its freedom fromn the carping and fault finding which too frequently
mar the beauty and destroy the value of such documents. We give such ex-
tracts as we can spare room for:—

ITINERANT LECTURERS.

It seems from the foregoing that the Grand Lodge of Mississippi has suffered, as
well as our own Brethren, by the ¢ unauthorized lecturers,’ whose whole embodj-
ment and knowledge of the true principles of Masonry consist in a superficial know-
ledge of the Work of a Lodge, and the dollars and cents they can filch from the
Lodges they visit for a remuneration for their worthless information. To such an
extent has this imposition been carried, and so much confusion thereby introduced
among the Craft, that in self-defence several Grand Lodges have necessarily been
compelled to prohibit any ‘lecture’ being given in a Lodge except by those known
and tried Brethren commissioned especially for the purpose. Such is the Law in
Tennessee, and such we believe is the law in our sister State.

MAKING MASONS AT SIGHT.

Your committee would here distinctively state, that they would not for any con-
sideration detract one particle from the ancient prerogative of the high and distin-
guished office of Grand Master. We hold to no progressionin Masonry, and our only
desire is to leave the Institution precisely where the early patrons ot the Order leit
it. The unfortunate conflict between the Grand Master of California and his G.
Lodge—unfortunate, however, in the immediate connection only—has caused an in-
vestigation into the title by which this so-called “ ancient prerogative” is held, and
it has been conclusively shown—at least to your committee—that at no period in
the history of Masonry, from 1663, down to the period we are considering, has any
other principle been more certainly established than the one established by the G.
Lodge of England, under the Grand Mastership of the Earl of St. Albans, that * no
person shall be made a Mason except in a regular Lo.dge.” And all the authori-
ties cited in proof of the * power to make Masons at sight’ only exhibit an exact
compliance with the regulations here quoted. We agree with our Louisiana breth-
ren when they declare, ‘‘ that the holding or professing principles upon abstract sub-
jects, not being immoral, or in violation of any of the great land marks and funda-
mental laws of our Order, without carrying them out in practice,” would have been
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no crime. But the Grand Master of California not only asserted the principle, but
carried it into practice, and to make that practice more odious than it would have
been otherwise, exercised it upon the person of an individual who was only a short
time previously rejected by one of the subordinate Lodges over which he was a le-
gally constituted guardian. So far then from condemning the Grand Lodge of
California for the manner in which they acted in the premises, our wonder should
be that the members should have exhibited so much moderation, when, upon the
principle set forth in the first quotation above, that *‘ responsibility is the first fun-
damental principle of election,” they might have visited summary{punishment upon
t‘i’ne offender, notwithstanding the high prerogatives of his official station of Grand
aster.

THE TROUBLES IN NEW YORK.

Your committee in again bringing their Annual Report to a close, state that the
examination of the various documents from sister Grand Lodges, submitted to them
for consideration, furnishes sufficient authority for saying, that * peace, harmony,
and brotherly love prevail.” With the exception of the Grand Lodge of New
York, no *“ disturbance has arisen among the workmen.” In the jurisdiction just
named, new difficulties have originated,—another breach has been made, casting a
shadow of disgrace over our hoKored Institution, and causing every true and faith-
ful friend of Masonry to bow his head with sorrow at the displays there exhibited
of the vilest shades of human passion. Envious bickerings and strifes prevail
where only charity and peace should exist. The storm and the whirlwind are upon
our Brethren of the Empire State, and fearful have already been their operation. We
sympathize with our Brethren, but we have no power, except by loving counsel, to
arrest their apparently downward career. We have confidence, however, in the
stability and permanency of the Order, even there, notwithstanding the past has
been full of alarms—confidence that the Grand Lodge of New York, purified of the
unhallowed material that has crept within the sacred precincts of the temple, will
triumphantly outlive all the efforts made to destroy her, and, like pure gold from
the refiner’s furnace, shine more brilliantly in consequence of the fiery inflictions
through which she is now passing. May that day soon come—may the morning of
rejoicing soon dawn.

THE G. CHAPTER OF N. YORK.—APPEALS, &ec.

Tae following report, on an ‘appeal from a subordinate Chapter in New York,
from the action of the G. Chapter of that State; and on the recognition, by the
latter body, of a clandestine Chapter, and its illegally made members, without
the formality of healing; was adopted by the G. Grand Chapter at its late meet-
ing:—

The Coramittee on Grievances, to whom was referred the appeal of Ancient Chap-
ter No. 1, from the action of the Grand Chapter of the State of New York, in rela-
tion to the said Chapter, respectfully report, as follows :—

The right of a subordinate Chapter to appeal to this General Grand Chapter,
froln the decisions of its Grand Chapter, is a right for the declaration of which your
committee have in vain searched in the constitutions of this General G.rand Chap-
ter—it is a right, for the admission of which they can find no precedent in the pro-
ceelings of this body—and the acknowledgment of which on the present occasion
would be furnishing a precedent, that your committee believe would be productive
of manifold important and almost fatal evils in the legislation of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry, The phrase in the 2d section of the first article of the constitution, which
grants to the General Grand Chapter the power ‘ to settle all difficulties which
may arise,” seems to your committee to refer to difficulties which may arise be-
tween State Grand Chapters, and not to those occurring between these bodles.and
their subordinates. And your committee are led to this conclusion, because in a
preceding part of the same section, it is asserted that this General G. Body ** shall
have and maintain jurisdiction over all State Grand Chapters, and over _ha_ptqrs
in those States, Districts, Republics, or Territories which recognize this jurisdie-
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tion, and where there i no Grand Chapler regularly eslablished agreeably to the pro-
visions of this Conslitulion—thus cle’;trel; conﬁniﬁlg the juried‘ilg{ion oger subol::i.ti'-
nate Chapters to those existing in States where there are no Grand Chapters.
Hence, e converso, where there is a Grand Chapterin a State, this grand body can
have no jurisdiction over its subordinates, except 8o far as acquired through the
Grand Chapter. But if there be no immediate jurisdiction, there can be no im-
mediate right of appeal, for the right of appeal includes of necessity the fact of
jurisdiction. Believing, therefore, that Ancient Chapter, No. 1 has no right to
appeal from the action of the Grand Chapter of the State of New York, to this
body, your committee have not felt themselves authorized to inquire into the mer-
its of the gnestions pending between the Grand Chapter of New York and one
of its subordinates, and ask therefore to be discharged from the further consider-
ation of this subject.

But in the course of the investigations which have led to this conclusion, your
committee have had brought to their view, certain proceedings of the Grand
Chapter of New York in relation to other matters which they think imperatively
require your consideration and judication, and which proceedings they will now
briefly detail. : ’

In the year 1850, and for some years previously, there was, and had been ex-
isting in the State of New York, a gody of spurious Royal Arch Masons, calling
itself “Orient Chapter,” and which was working without any legal warrant, but
deriving its authority from a clandestine Mason in that State, named Heury C.
Atwomf The members consisted of persons acknowledging allegiance to the
budy styled the “ St. Johr's Grand Lodge,” which had been pronounced clandes-
tine by all the Lodges of the world. In 1851, a Masonic union was effected
between the $t. John’s Grand Lodge and the regularly constituted Grand Lodge
of New York, and all its adherents were declared to be Mater Masons in good
standing. Inthe same year, the Grand Chapter of New York received a memo-
rial from Orient Chapter, the clandestine body, to which reference has already
been made, praying for a warrant of constitution. The memorial was referred to
a committee, who reported a resolution declaring that the Royal Arch Masons
who were, or had been, officers or memibers of Orient Chapter, should be ¢ fully
and entirely restored and healed, collectively and individually,” and entitled jo
all the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masons, and that their past officers
should be entitled to rank as such in the Fraternity. A warrant of constitution
was at the same time ordered to be issued to said Chapter. It is but justice to
the representative of New York, now in this General Grand Chapter, and who
was the chairman of the committee that recommended these resolutions, to say,
that as reported by him, they contemplated the issnimg of the warrant “on the
usual terms on which warrants are isswed to new Chapters,” which of course
must have included the payment of the fee and the recommendation of the near-
est Chapter. But this part of the report was subsequently modified, on the
motion of another Companion, and a warrant was ordered to be issued free of all
charge. The warrant was accordingly issued, and Orient Chapter is now recog-
nized on the registry of New York, as a regular Chapter in good standing.

The irregularities of which the Grand Chapter of New York has been guilty,
appear then to be thess:— )

It has by a mere resolution, collectively and individually, healed, (or we should
rather say declared to be healed, since we deny this summary mode of healing,)
a body of clandestinely made Masons ; recognized all theiracts and doings when
clandestine, as regular, and granted them a warrant of constitution free of all
charge, and without the recommendation of the nearest Chapter, in direct contra-
vention of the Constitutions of this General Grand Body, and all the principles of
Royal Arch Masonry. We will not comment on these irregularities, because
they must appear evident to every Companion who shall hear a statement of the
facts above detailed. But we cannot refrain from expressing the hope, that the
Grand Chapter of New York will respect the opinions and feelings of its Com-
panions throughout the United States, who must necessarily censure these pro-
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ceedings, and atone for the error which it inadvertently committed, by a magnani-
mous acknowledgment, and by prompt redress.

All which is respectfully submitted,

Ausert G. Mackey, E. A. Rnnpun, E. G. Storer, Pmuip R. ScaLEY.

The Report was accompanied by the followiug Resolutions :—

Resolved, That the appeal of Ancient Chapter, No. 1, be dismissed.

Resolved, That the G. Chapter of New York cause all the Royal Arch Masons,
made illegally by Orient Chapter, to be healed, and that they issue a new war-
rant to said Chapter, with the recommendation of the nearest Chapter, and the
payment of the usual fee. Adopted.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ILLINOIS.

We have been favored with 8 printed copy of the doings of this Grand Chap-
ter atits annual convention at Jacksonville, in September last. The session was
opened by the G. High Priest in a brief address, and which was chiefly local
*in its character. We learn from it, as the proceedings indicate, that Royal Arch
Masonry in the jurisdiction “is generally in & prosperous and flourishing condi-
tion, and that peace and harmony prevail throughout its borders.” Two new

Chapters have been established the past year.
The report of the committee on correspondence, is from the pen of Comp. H.

G. Reynolds, and is a well compiled paper, and what is equally commendable,
free from fault finding. The following is its introduction:— -

We meet on earth but to part ; and do we ever part but with the hope to meet
again? One year since, the Companions of this Grand Chipter met in Fraternal
embrace, around a common Altar, and offered the incense of grateful hearts to the
one God and Father of us all—we parted, pledging ourselves to search and keep the
8acred Law, and to raise an arch of praise and adoration to the Great I Am, whose
terrible name should never be spoken profanely by the lips, but should be indelibly
ene;aven upon the heart and memory of every Royal Arch Mason.

e hare met again, but the familiar faces are not all here ; yet new and welcome
faces appear among us, and our numbers are also increased ; and we are gratified
to find, amid all the sorrowful mutations and changes so visible as time flies, that
our Order is steadily and surely advancing ; that good and true Brothers have been
exalted to the Most Sublime Degrees of our Royal Craft ; that the number of our
Chapters is enlarged, and that every where, so far as our information extends, Free-
masonry is enlarging its borders, diffusing joy and relief in its path, and promoting
the genuine principles of virtue, industry, and charity.

ROYAL ARCH MASONS FROM PENNSYLVANIA.

We are not informed as to the precise character of the grounds on which
the following proceeding rests; but as the report was submitted by a very intel-
ligent Companion, he is doubtless in possession of information which authori-
zes it:— .

Comp. Warren, from the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which was
referred the matter in relation to admitting Royal Arch Masons hailing from Penn-
sylvania, to seats in Chapters under this Jurisdiction, reported against admitting
any Royal Arch Masons to visit Chapters in this State, ‘mnhqg from Pennsylvania,
or any other State in this Union, not acknowledging the Jurisdiction of the Gene-

nal Grand Chapter.
On motion, the question was divided, and so much of the report as relates to
Royal Arch Masons hailing from Pennsylvania, was adopted. The remainder of

said report was laid on the table.
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VOTE OF THANKS TO PAST GRAND HIGH PRIEST.
Comp. Lusk, the Grand High Priest for the past year, having declined a re-
election, the Grand Chapter passed the following complimentary resolution :—
Resolved, That the heart-felt thanks of this Grand Chapter be tendered to our
worthy and Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest, Levi Lusk, for the satisfactory

manner in which he has discharged the arduous and responsible duties of Grand
High Priest of this Grand Chapter, during the past Masonic year.

» FILLING VACANCIES.

The following resolution, authorizing Chapters to fill vacancies in their offices,
as they may occur, was adopted :—

Resolved, That in the event of the death or removal of an acting High Priest in

Chapters under Charter, that it is competent for such Chapter to proceed to elect a
new High Priest, to serve until the next regular election.

PETITIONERS FOR NEW CHAPTERS,
Comp. Warren, from the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, submitted the
following Report ; which was accepted, and unanimously adopted :—

The committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the following
proposition, beg leave to Report :—

1st, Is it necessary for Companions who sign petitions for Dispensations, to demit
previously from their own Chapters ?

We think it not necessary. A number of Companions working under a Dispen-
sation, are not a Chgpter, in the true sense of the word ; and may never become
one. Their work may not be approved, and a Charter denied. Therefore,a mem-
ber of it is not a member of two Chapters, although he may not have demitted
from his old Chapter. And it is only after a Charter has been granted the new
body of Masons, Constitution adopted and signed, that the petitioners, or Compan-
ions Exalted, become regular members. And this view of the case decides the
other progositions ; for if he does not, by signing the petition become a member of
the new Chapter, there can be no NecEessity for his continuing a member of the
new Chapter after a Charter is granted. Nor is he a regular member, until he has
signed the Constitution and By-Laws of the Chapter ; for the Grand High Priest
has the inherent right to make Royal Arch Masons in any Chapter, at his will, but
he has no right to force members on any body of Masons, contrarg to their will. _

W. B. Wagzen.
L. Lusk.

‘We notice that the Grand Chapter has receptly obtained of the General As-
sembly of Illinois, an act of incorporation, authorizing it, among other privi-
leges, to hold real and personal property to the amount of fifty thousand dollars.
By the same act the subordinate Chapters are made corporate bodies, with power
to hold property not exceeding twentyfive thousand dollars, each.

The following section embodies a provision which we believe is new in such
acts. Though stringent, we are inclined to believe it may be the means of sav-
ing much property that might otherwise be lost :—

Sec. 10. In _case any Subordinate Chapter under the jurisdiction of said Grand
Royal Arch Chapter, should cease to exist, or forfeit its Charter, then all the es-
tate, real and personal, together with all the records, books, papers, vouchers, fur-
niture, jewels, seals and fixtures belonging to such Chapter, shall immediately vest
in the said Grand Royal Arch Chapter ; and all personal property, the books, re-
cords, papers, vouchers, jewels, seals, furniture, deeds, moneys, evidences of debt,
leases or mortgages, belonging to said Chapter so forfeiting its Charter, or ceasing
to exist, shall be delivered over by the last Secretary or Treasurer of the same, to
the proper officer or agent of said Grand Royal Arch Chapter, on demand ; and on
failing to do 80, each and every member of such delinquent Chapter shall be indivi-
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dually liable to said Grand Royal Arch Chapter, in an action of debt, for the full
value of the same.

The following are the officers for the current year :—

M. J. Noyes, of Pittsfield, G. H. Priest. Louis Watson, D. G, H. Priest. C. B.
Stebbins, G. King. James L. Anderson, G. Scribe. H. G. Reynolds, of Knox-
ville, G. Sec. James H. Hibbard, G. Trea. Thomas Magee, G. Chap. Thomas
Shirley, G. Mar. Thomas Shirley, G. Capt. Host. B. B. Payne, G. P. Soj. E.
B. Stevens, G. R A.'Capt. B.F. Barry, G. M. 3d Vail. C:C. Palmer, G. M.
2d Vail. Samuel Hutton, G. M. 1st Vail. W.S. Hurst, G. Stew. A.R. Robin-
son, G. Guard.

MORAL DUTIES.

Wk take great pleasure in transferring to our pages, the following extract
from the annual address of the Grand Master, M. W. A. M. Hueaes, of the
Grand Lodge of Tennessee, at its communication in October last :—

“A Mason’s love and devotion to Masonry, can generally be measured by the
amount of light and information he has attained of the objects and principles of*
our Order. Show me a bright Mason, and I will show you an ardent lover of the
Craft. Cannot some means be devised for the more thorough instruction of our
new members? The 11th edict of this Grand Lodge does not effect the object
of its passage. I would suggest that it be so amended as to require all those
hereafter. initiated in our Lodges to understand, and be able to repeat the entire
lecture on the first degree in Masonry, before they are permitted to pass to the se-
cond; and so of the second, before they are raised to the third. If this were
done, and its spirit and letter obeyed, we should hear no more of the want of uni-
formity in our work, or the scarcity of workmen in our Lodges. All would un-
derstand their duty, and be willing to perform it.

While we may be permitted to rejoice in the restoration of our time-honored
Institution to public confidence and esteem, let us enjoy our prosperity with
meekness. Let us not, by our deportment, furnish fuel to enkindle afresh the
fires of persecution, which have so long retarded our progress; let us cultivate
aspirit of forgiveness, and unite our energies with the good and wise of all class-
es aud conditions in life, making men happier by making them wiser.

Let me then, my Brethren, in the relation we sustain to each other, yrge you
to sustain or adopt some system of education that will fulfil the requirements of
our whole duty—some system that will reach the wants of all the poor and des-
titute children of Masons in our State ; so that no Mason’s child within our bor-
ders, shall be raised in ignorance. Much good has already been accomplished

Y union and concert of action. . .

We have, or should create for ourselves, a high standard of moral action. It
18 but just that the world should expect our lives and conduct to confori to our
profession, We ought then to be circumspect in our deportment. The purity
of our precepts can only be manifested by our actions. % Walk worthy, then, of
the vocation wherewith you are called ; cultivate among yourselves a spirit of
unity, and withdraw yourselves from every Brother that walketh disorderly, and
not after the traditions of the Order.” Be careful in guarding against all intemn.
perance and excess. No wisdom, no reputation, no public honors, can secure
Jou against the desolating influence of intemperance. This fearful vice is found
In the cottage and in the palace, in the church and in the halls of legislation,
and, [ fear too often, in our Lodges. It has robbed age of its support, youth and
Innocence of its protection, and the domestic fireside of its peace and happiness,

And whilst we are careful to avoid the besetting sin of drunkenness and intem-
Perance, let us remember that we are bound to abstain from anothor vice, which
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I know is practised by some of our Brethren—I allude to the detestable and un- -
masonic practice of swearing by, and invoking the solemn name of our great
and glorious God, on the most trifling and frivolous occasious. This vice has
not one motive or inducement, in my humble opinion, to sustain the practice of
it. Tt is practised by the vulgar, and that alone should constitute a good reason
why Masons should “abstain from it, if no other. But it is in direct violation of
the express command of Deity himself. * For our God 'is a jealous God, and
will not hold him guiltless who taketh his name in vain.”

There is one other practice indulged in by evil disposed and uninstructed
Masons, occasionally, which, though not so sinful, is, if possible, moredespi-
cable in & man or Mason; I mean the habit of slandering a worthy Brother.
I can find no language strong enough to express my contempt for it. It has no
sanction in the teachings of Masonry, aud no good Mason and true will be guil-
ty of it. 'The noble eagle seldom condescends to prey upon a dead carcase, it is
the flesh fly, the vilest of the tribe, that instinctively finds, and alights upon the
diseased parts of the system; so with the slanderer. He has praise for no one ;
brotherly love, relief and truth have no abiding place in his bosom; but envy,
hatred, and malice are always cherished by him. Such a man is unworthy the
name of Mason, much less the association of “ good men and true.”

ANDROGYNE DEGREES.

‘W make the following extract from an interesting characteristic address, de-
livered at the dedication of the “ Southern Masonic Female College,” at Coving-
ton, Geo., in July last, by Wu. T. GouLp, Esq, of Augusta. We have had quite
too mmuch of such French and native folly engrafted upon the Institution, either
for our own credit or the benefit of others,and we are pleased to hear our Brother
speak out so plainly on the subject:—

I have heard, indeed, of what are called “side degrees,” to which the wives of
Masons are admitted ; and their existence has been urged, as an apology for ex-
cluding females from our regular Lodges, or rather, as a substitute for admitting

_ them there. Now I have been, for more than a quarter of a century, acquainted
with the principles of our Order.. I have studied them, with some attention; for
my Brethren have been pleased to place me in posts of high responsibility, where
such study wasindispensable. Thave gone far into the mysteries of the Order—
from the outer court, through the middle chamber, into the sanctum sanctorum ; un-
derthe Royal arch ; beneath the secret vault ; among the arcana of the Consistory ;
to the council of Darius; and within the solemn asylum of the Templars ; and from
what competent Masonic authority, these “side degrees” are derived, I know
not. I was admitted to several, that are usually so styled. I entered the Ark
and looked for the Dove. I travelled into Egypt. I stood on the walls of Jert-
cho ; and I faced the surges of the Mediterranean. They are, emphatically,
side—or I would say, oulside—degrees; for inside the Lodge room, they could
never come. Of those other “side degrees,” to which Masons’ wives are ad-
mitted, I know nothing, and I never shall. This much I do know :—they either
are Masonic degrees, or they are not. If they are not so; it is a profanation of
the Order to connect them with it, and a fraud on the candidate to confer them at
all. If they are Masonic degrees; he, who admits into them a Mason’s wife,
aids in “ making a woman a Mason,”—and let him do that, who dares! I dare
not, But I have consumed more time than its importance deserves in this collat.
eral matter, of *female Masgonry,” if I may be allowed to use so paradoxical an
expression. [t is really unworthy of serious consideration.
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THE FREDERICKSBURG WASHINGTON MON-
UMENT.

Taz following well written report on the subject of erecting a truly Masonic
Monument to Washington, at the place of his initiation, was adopted by the G,
Lodge of Tennessee, at its late communication. Our sympathies in the measure
induce us to hope that the recommendation of the committee will meet with a fa-
vorable response from the Lodges in that State :—

The select committee, to whom was referred a communication from the Grand
Lodge of Virginia on the subject of a contribution to the Monumental Masonic
Temple, proposed to be erected at Fredericksburg, in that State, to the memory of
Georce WasHINGTON, have given to the subject a patient consideration, and beg
leave 1o submit the following as their Report :—

The sentiments expressed by the committee, on the part of the G. Lodge of Vir-
ginia, in regard to the character of Washington, are not only acknowledged in all
their fullness by their Brethren in Tennessee, but must meet the approbation of all
Masons and ail men, wherever humanity in its highest and most perfect develop-
ment receives its appropriate commendation. When our Brethren speak of his
greatness and his virtues, and when they add that this greatness and these virtues
are entitled to a perpetuity of honor, they propound truths which demand of all
true men a hearty aund unhesitating assent. If these feelings towards the illustrious
dead, exist in all lands illuminated by the rays of intellectual and moral light, of

" course they must be most of all existent in our own country, where he is acknow-
ledgzed and honored as its venerable Father. And if the feeling in all sections of
our confederacy pervades the bosom of every citizen, we must be permitted to claim
that Tennessee yields, in her admiration of Washington, only to her more favored
sister of the Old Dominion, who is entitled, by accident, to his birth. Yielding
this, by courtesy, we deny any local appropriation of him, whose fostering care,
like the outspread wings of our National Eagle, was extended over a family of
States, Tennessee is a tenant in common, and claims a fair share in that heritage
of .glory, regulated by his judgment, as it was acquired by his sword. These be-
ing the sentiments of all Tennesseeans, it is easy to arrive at the conclusion, that
Masonry has but lent additional force to the universal sentiment of our {;eople.

our committee, in giving expression to the sentiments of their own hearts, believe
they can speak for every member of this Grand Lodge, and say, that each of them
has constructed within his own bosom an undying monument to the memory of
Washington, Were the accumulation of earthly materials necessary to his re-
Membrance ; were costly temples necessary to his fame ; and were the Grand
Lodge of Tennessee able to raise the structure, it would be built of stones, precious
as earth could furnish, brilliant as the diamond, and more durable than the ada-
mant itself. But, in the words of our Virginia Brethren, * Washington needs no
Monument from us.” At least he needs no additional monument to perpetuate his
ame. We believe, in the words of a classic poet, that he has himself executed a
Tnonnment more lasting than brass—a monument of human hearts—everlasting as
the eternal principles of their own immortal nature. -Although fullyl impressed
With a belief of the security of Washington’s fame, the Graud Lodge of Tennessee,
Wuen others were active in constructing a National Monument, could not stand
aloof from a work that invoked the help of patriotism and national pride. Our
Brethren claim an interest in that beautiful structure now rising at the Capitol of
our Confederacy ; and hereafter the Tennessee Mason, when he looks towyds the
tloud-capped summit, can exultingly exclaim, “I have an interest there.” And
80, did circumstances permit, would Tennessee have an interest at Fredericks-
urg—at the spot rendered memorable by the first admission of Washington into
our Order. In speaking of his admission, we would not have the inference made

2t Masonry was the only party benefited by the initiation. Our venerable In-
Mitution is too sensible of its own excellence to consider itself l'xon_orgd by the ac-
tession of any individual ; and when it becomes proud of any within its ranks, it is
only so far a3 their life and character are in keeping with its teachings. It re-
ceives all men upon the broad platform of humanity, and acts on the established

Principle that it is the internal not the external qualifications of a man that ought

12
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to recommend him to its ranks. Masonry, therefore, must always be proud of
George Washington, because his whole conduct was a continued exemplification
of the truths which he had learned at its altars—because, at all times, as [ar as the
frailties of human nature would permit, he acted on the plumbd of moral rectitude,
and so squared his conduct that even the hostility of his enemies was disarmed of
its poisonous shaits . .
Your committee would further remark in reference to the benefits accruing to
Masonry from Washington’s name, that, at present, our Order needs no such pro-
tection, and however it may value the Brotherhood of Washington, it feels that by
its own immortal principles, and by them alone, it must stand or fall. Time was
when prejudice had to be met by all available counter influence—even by the over-
shadowing protection of mighty names. But that time, thank God, has long since
passed. If ever the maxim that * Truth is great and will prevail,” was applicable
in any case, the history of Masonic struggles has verified its reality. Truth has
prevailed. Freemasonry, notwithstanding oppression, has flourished. Good re-
ports come to us from all quarters, and for its universal spread there goes forth
many a fervent prayer—many a hearty ¢ amen.” .
Your committee regret that the finances of the Grand Lodge do not justify an
appropriation in the present instance, and that in view of more urgent cases of
charity at home, they cannot act up to the full measure of their sympathies with
their Brethren at Fredericksburg. They would most respectfully suggest, however,
that the subject be recommended to the favorable consideration of the subordinate
Lodges throughout the State, as one, in every way worthy of their liberal support,

James M. Davipson.
A. M. Hrueunss.
J. K. Howarbp.

MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE,

Saint Louis, Dec. 9, 1853.
Crarrres W. Moore, Esq.

Dear Sir and Br. :—There is at present in this city, a Frenchman, named J.
Picarpy,* who is attempting to levy contributions on the Fraternity, and whom I
believe to be an Impostor. He stated to me that for the last two years he taught
school in the vicinity of New Orleans, that he left there last summer in consequence
of the epidemic, resided since at Galena, Illinois, and wishes for assistance to
enable him to return to New Orleans, together with his wife and three children.
He represented himself at a boarding house in the city as a Southern Planter,
wealthy and a Bachelor, whilst a gentleman of St. Louis who had been East, states
this same Frenchman travelled with him from New York to this place, and that
during the journey he represented himself, as agent for the New York Herald. He
appears familiar with the names of several prominent Masons in the East, more
especially in the State of New York. He claims to be a member of the Grand Ori-
ent of France, and a Sov. G. Insp. G. 33d. He has no papers or documents of
any kind whatever. As there are no Masons in St. Louis who are in possession of
any of the degrees of the ‘‘ Rite Ancient and Accepted,” we are unable to test his
truthfulness in this particular.

Several of the Brethren gave him a trifle each, expecting he would leave. He is
still in the city. He will probably go South from here.

Fraternally, A. O'Surrivan.

*This Impostors name is Jules Picard, and we have before cautioned our Brethren
against his impositions. See Mag. vol. 11, page 266.—Lditor.
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Saint Louis, Mo., Dec. 18, 1853.
Dear Br. Moore :—In pubhshmg the proceelings of the Conventxon held at
Lexington, Ky., for the formation of a G. G. Lodge, I find you have presented my
name as being enrolled amongst the members thereof. By what authority I know
not¥*,—nor do I suppose it of butlittle consequence to either the world, the Fraternity
or to myself—and yet for the trath of history, not less than my own consistency—
being, as is well known to many of my Brethren, opposed to all such Masonic or-
ganizations, I fraternally request that you will correct the error. I was not
present at the said meeting, nor could I conscientiously engage in any effort of the
kind—regarding it as I do, a great innovation on the principles and ground work

of ancient Craft Masonry.
Yours, truly and Fraternally, Jos. Foster.

Norwich, Conn., Dec. 1, 1853.
Bz. MoorEe : —Columbian Encampment, No. 4, was instituted here on the 9th-ult.
It commences its labors under the most favorable auspices. Five Sir Knights have
already been created. The officers are as follows :—Wm. H. Copp, G. C. ; Apple-
ton Meech, Géd, ; Isaac Williams, Capt. Gen. ; Wm. L. Brewer, Prelate ; John
W. Stedman, S.’} ; John H. Cutler, J. W.; C. G. Rawson, Treas. ; John Back-
us, Rec. ; John H, Gale, S. B. ; Wm. H. Hyde, St. B. ; Isaac H. Roath, W., and
Wm. Buck, Sentinel.
Our Lodge and Chapter, also, have a press of work on hand.
Fraternally yours, C.

dbituary.
_ Brotnee P. M. WILLIAM FERSON. a

At a meeting of Tyrian Lodge, Gloucester, Mass , Thursday afternoon, Decem-
ber 8, 1853, called for the purpose of attending the funeral of our venerable and
beloved Brother, Past Master WitLiam Ferson, the following preamble and reso-
lutions were unanimously adopted :—

Whereas it has pleased the Almighty Ruler of the Universe, to remove from earth
to his celestial home above, our venerable and beloved Brother, P. M, William
Ferson, therefore .

Resolved, That the decease of our venerable and beloved Brother P. M. William
Ferson, who departed this life on the 6th instant, at the age of 79 years, is an event
which demands the special notice of the Brethren of this Lodge.

Resolved, That his connexion with us as a Brother and member of this Lodge for
aperiod of thirtyfour years, a part of which time he has presided over this Lodge
as Master, and was appointed by the Grand Lodge as Deputy Grand Master for
this Masonic District, and was also elevated to the station of Senior Grand War-
den of Masous in this State, and who at the time of his death held the office of Treas-
urer of this Lodge, his attachment to our principles and Institution, as well as
his upright but affectionate discharge of his duties as a Mason and as a man, had
entitled him to our respect and esteem, and will cause his memory to be held in
lasting remembrance among us.

*Our Brothers name appears in the official account of the proceedings, as published by
order of the Convention, and scnt to the Grand Lodges in the couniry.— Edilor.
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Resolved, That as Masons and as men we sincerely mourn his departure fromr
among us, for he was a faithful worthy Brother, and a good man, and through evil
and through good report he ever maintained the strength of his confidence, and at-
tachment to our Order, with manliness and honor.

Resolved, That we sympathize with the widow and family of our deceased Broth-
er, in the sad bereavement they are called to experience for the loss of one who
can never be supplied in their affections.

Resolved, That we wear the usual badge of mourning for the space of three
months, and that the furniture and jewels of this Lodge be clothed in mourning, as
a token of respect for our deceased Brother.

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested and authorized to forward a copy of
these resolutions to the family of our departed Brother, and also a copy of the same
to the Freemasons’ Magazine, for publication.

Jonn S. WeBBER, Secretary of Tyrian Lodge.

The following resolutions, on the death of Br. Ferson, were reported by a com-
mittee, and adopted by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, on the 14th ult, :—

Whereas it has pleased the Almighty Disposer of all things to remove from this
world, our late Senior Grand Warden, R. W. William Ferson, it becomes this
Grand Lodge, where his character and services were so well known, to express its
regret for his loss and its respect for his memory.

Brother Ferson had arrived at the ripe age of 79 years, and this long life, so far
as we know, was unsullied by any action in any way derogatory to a man or a Ma-
son. He was not in any sense, a man of pretensions; simple, straight-forward,
firm, where principal was concerned, yet kind and conciliatory, he will be most re-
gretted where best known. He was emphatically a man to be trusted ; in the evil
times he was beset on all sides, and though suffering severely, still stood immovea-
ble.

Irreproachable in all the relations of society as a husband, a father, and a citi-

" zen, his name will be long remembered and revered.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge deeply regret the loss which we, in common
with the whole Masonic community, have sustained in the death of this worthy
and respected father in Masonry, and that the altar and regalia be clothed with the
usual badges of mourning.

Broruer PRENTICE CI.)'SHING.

At a meeting of Pentucket Lodge, held at Masonic Hall, in Lowell, Mass., or
Thursday the 15th day of December, A. D. 1853, the following memorial and reso-
lutions were unanimously adopted :—

Whereas it has pleased the great Architect of the Universe to remove from our
midst and the sphere of his usefulness, Brother Prentice Cusnine, who has for
many years been a distinguished member of the Masonic Fraternity, we deem it
proper that some memerial of our lamented Brother should be preserved. Brother
Cushing died, after a painful sickness, on the 28th day of October, A. D. 1853,
aged 65 years. In early life he was initiated into the mysteries of our Order and
has ever maintained an inflexible fidelity to his trust. In the days of our calam-
ity, when the mist of prejudice hung over our heads, and the malice of our ene-
mies had crushed us into the dust, he stood firm in his integrity, and when the
light. of reason had dispelled the darkness, and the Lodge of which he was a mem-
ber awoke from its slumber, he stood in the front rank with his armor on ready
for the work. ’




OBITUARY. 93

Brother Cushing has ever been an active, zealous member, faithful and prompt in
the discharge of all duties, which have been many and various.

After passing through many of the offices of the Lodge he was elected Master, and
presided several years with credit to himself and honor to the Fraternity.

In the higher Orders he was also prominent as a member and officer. Having filled
many of the stations in the Mount Horeb Royal Arch Chapter, he was elected
High Priest, and with dignity and honor discharged the duties of his office.

Finally, after shareing largely in the honors of his Brethren and Companions, in a
good old age, he was appointed a District Deputy Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, which office he held until he was admonished that his
labors on earth must soon close, when he resigned his commission to the Lodge,

- and his spirit to God who gave it.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the widow and friends of our deceas<
ed Brother, together with all who are called to mourn his death.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge send a copy of this memorial and reso-
lutions to the widow and relations of our deceased Brother, and also to the editor of
the Freemasons’ Magazine, published in Boston, and request a publication, and that
the same be entered upon the records of the Lodge. Isaac CoorEr, -

Secretary of Pentucket Lodge.,
Lowell, Dec. 21, A. D., 1853.

Revereno THOMAS F. NORRIS.

Brother Noxrris died at his residence, in Somerville, on Wednesday, Dec. 21st.
He was extensively known as the founder and editor of the Olive Branch, published
in this city. As a Mason he was most true and faithful, and at the time of his
death, was the Chaplain of St. Andrew’s Chapter, of this city. He was a minister
of the Protestant Methodist Church, by which denomination of Christians his death
will be deeply felt and deplored.

Brorrer R. W. HARDY M. BURTON.

[From the address of the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, in October last.}

‘8incE the meeting of our last Grand Lodge, it has pleased the disposer of all
things to take from time to eternity, our much beloved and highly esteemed Brother,
Harpy M. BurTton, Past Grand Master of this Grand Lodge. He was born on the
7th of June, 1818, near Murfreesboro, Tennessee, being the eldest son of Col. Frank
Burton. Endowed by nature with a strong and brilliant intellect, he gave early
promise of future usefulness and distinction. He was favored with a thorough and
brilliant education. He graduated at the Nashville University, in 1837, with all the
honors of that justly celebrated Institution. In the winter of 1839-40, he obtained
license to practice law, and selected Murfreesboro ds his home. He very soon ob-
tained a lucrative practice, and became a successful and distinguished lawyer. His
application und energy knew no bounds; and in 1850, his health failed, being at-
tacked with inflammatory sore eyes, by which he was confined to his room for eight
long months. In 1851, hoping to regain his health and sight, now partially restor-
ed, he sought and obtained from the Government of the United States, the position
of commercial agent for the Island of St. Thomas, in the West Indies. Thither he
repaired, and remained until the fall of 1852, when he returned to the United States,
on a visit to his relations and iriends, his health much improved. He was present
with us at our last meeting. Shortly thereafter he returned to the Island of St.
Thomas, and died of yellow fever, on the 10th of December, 1852.
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Br. Burton's connection with Masonry commenced with his majority. He was
ardently attached to the Craft, and very soon his thorough knowledge of its princi-
ples, and scrupulous practice of its precepts, gained him distinction atong the Fra»
ternity, and in 1848, he was almost unanimously elected Grand Master of the State
of Tennessee. This office he discharged with much credit to himself, and with en-
tire satisfaction to his Brethren. No honor was ever conferred on him that he so
highly appreciated, and it is dne to his memory to say, that he declined a re-elec-
tion on account of his family affliction. Brother Burton’s virtues were visible in all
the relations of life  As a child he was obedient and submissive to his parents ; as
& Brother, he was kind and devoted ; as a husband, he was tender and affectionate ;
and as a man and a Mason, he was true to himself and to the Fraternity, in the
practice of all those noble precepts of our Order which are calculated to make men
wiser, better and happier. May we imitate his noble example, and ever cherish
his memory in grateful remembrance.

Bat, whilst we mourn the loss of our departed Brother, may we not indulge the
hope that his immortal spirit has taken up ita abode in the Grand Lodge above,
where the Grand Master of the Universe ever rules and presides.

Broreer EDWARD EVERETT.

At a meeting of Pentucket Lodge, held at Masonic Hall, in Lowell, Mass., on
Thursday the 15th day of Dec., A. D. 1853, the following memorial and resolutions
were unanimously adopted :—

Whereas it has pleased the Almighty Disposer of all events, in his all-wise and
mysterious providence, to remove suddenly and unexpectedly from among us our
beloved Brother Epwarp EversrT, therefore

Resolved, That in the death of our lamented Brother, society has lost a most val-
uable citizen, and the Fraternity one endeared, by his kind and benevolent disposi-
tion, to all who knew him ; and although dead he will ever live in the memories and
affections of the Brethren of the Lodge of which he was a member.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the family of our deceased Brother,
who have been thus suddenly bereft of a kind husband and an indulgent parent.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the family of our de-
ceased Brother, and to the editor of the Masonic Magazine, at Boston, for publica-
tion. Isaac Coorkr, Secretary,

Lowell, Dec. 21, A. D., 1853, . Pentucket Lodge.

Broturr JAMES HUNTER.
Sparta Lodge, No. 108, Sparta, La., Oct. 20, 1853.
The committee appointed to prepare appropriate resolutions relative to the death
of our much esteemed Brother James Huntxr, who died in August last, reported as
follows :— -

Whereasthe Great Architect of the Universe, in the dispensation of an all-wise Prov-
idence, has been pleased to remove from among us our much esteemed and wor-
thy Brother James Hunter, and as the high respect we entertain for his memory,
demands from us an expression of our feelings on this occasion, be it therefore
unanimously
Résolved, That we deeply deplore his death, and that in it society has lost a most

valuable citizen, the Masonic Fraternity an estimable, efficient and worthy mem-

ber, and the community in which he lived a warm and devoted friend ; as a Mason
he was pure, zealous and faithfully devoted to the Order, and one whose example
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was worthy of all imitation ; as a friend always true, kind and generous, and as a
citizen prompt and effictent in the discharge of every duty.

Resolved, That the members of this Lodge wear the usual badge of mourning for
thirty days.

Resolved, That this Lodge deeply sympathize with the widow and friends of our *
deceased Brother.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge send a copy of this preamble and res-
olutions to the widow and orphans of our deceased Brother, and also to the Free-
masons’ Monthly Magazine, published at Boston, Mass., and request the publication
of the same. All of which is submitted. J. M. Dexson, Secretary.

Bzorser CHARLES M. SIMMONS.

At a Meeting of Mountain Shade Lodge, No. 18, F. A. M., held at Masonic Hall,
in Downieville, Cal., Oct. 20, 1553, the following preamble and.resolutions were
unanimously adopted :—

Whereas in the dispensation of an All-wise and beneficent Providence, it has pleas-
ed the Grand Architect of the Universe to call from labor in the earthly Lodge,
to refreshment in the Lodge above, our worthy and well beloved Brother, CuanLes
M. Siuuons, who died at La Salle, Ill. 20th August, aged 29 years, and as we
desire to pay the last sad tribute of respect to the memory of our departed Broth-
er, and to call to mind the many virtues and noble traits of him whom we shall
no more see on earth, be it therefore ’

Resolved, That we have heard with deep regret and sorrow, the intelligence of
the death of our worthy Brother, and late Secretary, Charles M. Simmons.

Resolved, That we deeply deplore his death, in the meridian of his days, and that
in him, society has lost a most valuable citizen, and the Order an estimable, effi«
cient, and worthy member, and we all a faithful and devoted friend. As a Mason
he was pure, zealous and faithful and ever devoted to the Order.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with his relatives in this their sad bereave-
ment, and with them would mingle our tears to the memory of our departed
Brother

" Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the relations of the deceas-
ed, and that they be published in the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, the Masons’
Review, the Keystone, and the Mountain Echo.

Witriam P. Youne, .
R. G. BurrrLy, Committee.
J. M. Frace,

EXPULSION.

C. W. Moore, Esq.— Dear Sir and Brother—

At a regular communication of Harmony Lodge, No. 20, New Britain, Conn.,
Iza E. LEonarps, was expelled from said Lodge, and all the privileges and benefits
of Freemasonry, by a unanimous vote of said Lodge, for gross, immoral and unma-
sonic conduct. He is travelling about the country with a Certificate fraudulently
obtained from said Lodge, and I am directed to cause his expulsion to be published
in your Magazine. Fraternaly yours, E. AxDREWS,

New Britain, Dec. 16, 1853, W. M. Harmony Lodge, No. 20.
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E. H. C.—Columbia, Tezas.—It is com-
petent for a Brother, not present at the first
. balloting and initiation, to object to the ad-
vancement of the candidate, for good and
sufficient reasons, but not from * mere per-
sonal motives, aside from the true principles
of Masonry.” A stranger should certainly
be required to furnish such evidence as will
satisfly the examining committee that he is
a true Mason, before he is admitted into the
Lodge as a visitor. Of the sufficiency of
this evidence the committee are the only
proper judges.

" MoxumexT To Gex. WoosTer.—We are
pleased to learn that our Brethren in Con-
necticut are taking measures for the erec.
tion of a Masonic Monument to Gen. Woos-
TER, the first Grand Master of their State, at
Danbury, where his remains lie, © without a
stone to mark the spot.” The General As-
sembly of Connecticut at its last session,
appropriated 81500 towazds the object, and
the Brethren at Danbury have raised 8500
more. The halance of 1000, the M. W.
Br. DanieL Crarx, Grand Master, has un-
dertaken to raise among the Lodges in the
State, for which purpose he has appealed to
their * liberality, magnanimity and patriot-,
ism.” Wae trust, and do not doubt, that the
appeal will realize his hopes and expecta-
tions.

g3 A correspondent, holding high posi.
tion in.one of the Western Grand Lodges,
writes as follows :—** I hope the Fiaternity
in your vicinity will interpose all their in-
fluence and authority against the division of
the Grand Lodge of New York. No schism,
or division, or disturhance, which has hereto-
fore occurred in that State, or elsewhere in
the Union, can carry with it such terrible
consequences, as the goluntary division of a
regular Grand Lodge.”

0 Br. Jos. Foster of Missouri, as will be
seen by reference to his letter in a preceding
page, objects to the use of his name in con-
nection with the late Convention at Lexing-
ton, Ky. The error probably occurred in the
hurry of makiag vp the minutes.

Jules Picard.—By reference to the letter
from Br. O’Sullivan, G. Sec’y of Missouri,
among our correspondence, it will be seen
that this man is still practising his impo-
sitions on the Fraternity in different parts of
the country. Until our Brethren learn io re-
ject all strolling beggars, they must expect
to meet with impostors.

Odd Nos. Wanted.—Any Brother haviang
the first or second volume of this Magazine, or
any odd Nos. of either of those vols. will be
paid liberally for them, if he will send them
to this office, by mail or otherwise.

Also wanted, Nos. 1,4 and 7 of vol. 12,and
No. 1 of vol. 10, of this Magazine.

(5" Our pages the present month contain
an unusual number of obituary notices. ¥
could not refuse to remember the dead, w.
have worthily fulfilled their vocations in life

9’ We would cheerfully furnish our con-
temporary of the * Mirror and Keystone”
with the Nos. he desires, if it were in our’
power to do so without breaking our files.

{I3*Mr, Alexander Montgomery, 17 Sprace
street, N. York, has commenced the publica-
tion of a new piclorial paper, at 81 50 a
year. If carried out according to the pros-
pectus, it will be worthy of patronage.

D3 At the annual communication of Re-
publican Lodge, Greenfield, heid at Mason-
ic Hall, Dee. 18th, A. L. 6853, the following
officers were duly chosen and installed for
the coming year : Charles Mattoon, W. M. ;
E. P. Graves, S. W. ; N. E. Babbitt,J. W;
C. L. Fiske, Treas. ; George D. Wells, Sec-
retary ; George Ripley, S. D. ; Samuel Boyl-
ston, J. D.; Anson Mitchell, S. S. ; Philos
Stratton, J. S.; T. W. Riptey, Marshal ;
J. A. Gamber, Chaplain.

We learn that this Lodge is in. a very
flourishing condition, and its meetings nu-
merously attended, .

15 A correspondent writes from San Fran-
cisco, that harmony among the Brethren pre-
vails there, and that the Order is flourishing.

0G~To G. H. Jr.— Yes.
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THE PROPOSED DIVISION OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF NEW YORK.

WE took occasion a few months since, to refer to the proposed division
of the Grand Lodge of New York, and to offer a brief suggestion as to
the propriety of admitting the principle involved in the contemplated mea-
sure, into the governmental policy of the Masonic Fraternity of this coun-
try. We also suggested that, if it be competent for a Grand Lodge to
divide itself and its jurisdiction into two distinct and independent parts, we
could see no substantive objection to the multiplication of Grand Lodges,
in any given State in the Union, in the ratio that three are contained in
the whole number of subordinate Lodges in such State.

By the Masonic usage of this country, it is competent for three law-
fully chartered and constituted Lodges, to meet, by their representatives,
in Convention, and organize a Grand Lodge for their own government ;
provided there be no such supreme body existing within the geographical
limits of the State or Territory where such Lodges are located. And it
has hitherto been held, that the Grand Lodge so formed, acquires and
holds, as against all other parties, full, entire, and exclusive jurisdiction,
over and within such State or Territory. This rule or usage is predica-
ted on the hypothesis, that one supreme legislative body is sufficient for
the government of the Lodges within certain territorial limits. These
limits have, by universal consent and practice, been determined to be the
boundary lines of the State or Territory within which a Grand Lodge ex-
ists. The rule has been in operation for nearly three-fourths of a cen-
tury. Practice has confirmed its wisdom. Under it nearly every Grand
Lodge in this country has sprung into existence, and increased in stature

13
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and in strength. By its conservative influences the harmony of the Fra-
ternity, with few unfortunate exceptions, has- been preserved ; the juris-
dictional rights of the Grand Lodges, being clearly defined, have gener-
ally been scrupulously respected ; clashings of interests have thus been
measurably avoided, and the Order has prospered beyond the fondest
hopes and anticipations of the most sanguine. In view of such results,
whatever the abstract right in the case may be, a sound discretion and
true policy would seem to dictate that we should be careful how we
change a practice so highly commended by the wisdom of experience.
The proposed measure, if it shall be amicably arranged and carried
into operation, will introduce an entirely new principle into the Masonic
policy of this country. In saying this, we are not unmindful that New
York has, at least on one occasion, had its two Grand Lodges, both being
in some measure recognized as legitimate. It has tried the experiment,
and the result is matter of record. South Carolina has had two, and
England two. The Masonic student need not be told that the pages on
which the history of the origin of these divisions, and the consequences
growing out of them, is writien, are among the darkest in the annals of
our Order. No true Mason—no friend to morals, or to humanity, can
desire to multiply materials, of a like description, for the future historian
to enlarge upon. But, it may be gaid that these divisions, being the re-
sult of violent schisms, are not analagous cases, and furnish no just crite-
rion by which to determine the probable results of an amicable separa-
tion. There may be some force in this suggestion ; but, we think, a care-
ful and candid examination of the history of the bodies referred to, will
show that the objection is more especious than real. Whatever tends to
create a spirit of rivalry between the Lodges in different sections of the
same State, operates to the prejudice of the whole Fraternity, not only in
the particular State where the rivalry exists, but everywhere throughout
the entire Masonic community. The existence of rival Grand Lodges in
any State, will produce this result, whether they originate in discord or by
agreement. Human nature is proud and full of self-esteem. It is also
vindictive ; and it will too often gratify its passions and its prejudices, its
pride of opinion and position, if need be, at the hazard of its integrity.
We have said that the proposed measure, if amicably arranged, will in-
troduce a new principle of government into the Masonic \policy of this
country. Perhaps, in view of what has already been said, and of the
truth of history, we should say, it will be a formal and official recognition
of a principle which has heretofore existed omly by force of circum-
stances, and which is now recognized nowhere throughout the Masonic
world, except it be at a few points on the continent of Europe, where the

*
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Order has been too long in confusion to furnish safe precedents. It will
open a door that it will be difficult, if not impossible, to close, should the
hopes of its friends fail, or the fears of its opponents be realized. If it
be once admitted, as a principle in Masonic economy, that a Grand
Lodge in any State may, under any circumstances, divide itself and its
jurisdiction into two equal parts, and thus create two independent Grand
Lodges, then the principle is established that each of those parts may sub-
divide itself into two other parts; and thus may the divisions and sub-
divisions be carried on until there shall be a Grand Lodge for every
county, or even considerable town, in the State. A principle, to be just,
must be impartial in its operations. When once set in motion it must be
allowed to run out to its legitimate results. To stop it short of this, is
tyranny and oppression, the parents of revolution and anarchy.

There is another view of the question which it may be important for our
Brethren in New York to consider, inasmuch as it will not probably be
wholly disregarded by their Brethren elsewhere. It is this : Suppose the
division to take place, and two independent Grand Lodges are established
within their State—will it be safe for the Grand Lodges in other States to
recognize them both ? To do this, will be a full and distinct recognition
of the principle on which the new body is predicated and exists,—a recog-
nition of the right of any Grand Lodge to divide itself ; or,in other words,
the right of any number of Lodges, located in any particular section of
the State, whenever they can command a majority of votes in the Grand
Lodge, to withdraw their allegiance from the parent body, form a new
Grand Lodge for themselves, and claim the recognition of other Grand
Lodges. And this cannot be withheld, however unworthy the means em-
ployed to effect the object may have been; for the principle having been
once fully admitted, the parties are bound to stand by its consequences,
even though it should destroy the integrity of their own existence. It will,
therefore, be a serious question with the Grand Lodges in other States,
should the proposed division take place, whether they will feel that it is
safe for them to recognize more than one of the divisions, if either. If
but one, which shall it be ? Will they all recognize the same body ? Or
shall there be a new division in this respect? Wae think the latter the
most probable conjecture. But the Grand Lodges will consider the whole
question of recogpition primarily with reference to its probable or pos-
sible effects on their own safety. They will look to it, that they are not
giving their sanction to a measure—taking home to themselves a principle
of government, that may, in the course of events, generate new and broad-
er dissensions, and finally work out the destruction of their own enti-
rety.

- 6742444
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We respectfully, but earnestly, commend this latter suggestion to tho
careful consideration of those of our Brethren in New York, and espec-
ially those attached to the Lodges in the interior of the State, who are
favoring the division as proposed by their Brethren in the city. We per+
fectly well understand their position, and the evils under which they are
laboring, and they have our sympathies. But in their endeavors for relief,
we urge them to be careful that they do not involve themselves in more
trying difficulties (if that be possible), and entail upon the whole Institu-
tion of the country, an evil far more dangerous than any consequences
that can possibly result from the conduct of the authors of their present
misfortunes. We speak advisedly, when we say to them, that the senti-
ment of the country is not favorable to the proposed measure. Their
Brethren abroad fear its consequences. They fear the recognition of a
principle that may operate to the prejudice of their own peace, if not to
the entire subversion of a system under which they have attained to a
condition of unparalleled prosperity.

As we have on another oc¢casion intimated, there appears to usto be
no actual necessity for the division. The country Lodges, acting in union
with the friends of good order and Constitutional rule in the city (and
there are many such), have a clear and decided majority in the Grand
Lodge. In Masonry, as in political matters in this country, the majority
have the right, and must be allowed to rule. It is the duty of the minor-
ity to submit to their will wheri fairly ascertained. If the minority refuse
obedience to this well established principle in Masonry, the majority hold
the remedy in their own hands. If they fear or neglect to apply it, though

. they may still have cause of complaint, they will have little claim on the
sympathies of others. If the members from the interior are dissatisfied,
as they well may be, with the conduct of some of their Brethren, and the
management of affairs in the city, as manifested at their G. Lodge commu-
nications, or from other causes, they possess the ability to unite and remove
the body to some more central and favorable position. This may not work
a perfect remedy, but it will alleviate the evil; the integrity of the body
will be preserved'; and the necessity for the adoption of a new and dan-
gerous expedient obviated. If the city be more eligible as the centre of
correspondence, there can be no sufficient reason why the office of the
Grand Secretary may not remain as at present. The Grand Master, or
his Deputy, may also reside in the city. There are Lodges enough there—
too many for the peace of the Order—to form a Board of Charity, to
which the Grand Lodge can annually appropriate its quota. Everything
connected with the business of the Grand Lodge can remain as now, ex-
cept the place of holding its communications. These being held else-
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where, will relieve it of the presence of many,—we apprehend a major-
ity,—of those who now contribute by their personal habits and rude con-
duct to destroy its peace, if not its character.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ARKANSAS.—REPORT
ON MASONIC LAW AND USAGE.

We have received a copy of a report, submitted by the Grand High
Priest, as chairman of the committee to whom the matter was referred,
and adopted by the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, at its annual convocation
in November last, on the ** jurisdiction and power of Chapters and Grand
Chapters to coufer the degrees of Royal and Select Master.” The re-
port is a labored compilation of the history of the origin of these degrees
in this' country. The writer of it has, with much skill and ingenuity,
brought into one connection, the most material facts and opinions which
have, from time to time, and in detached parts, been laid before the Ma-
sonic Fraternity of the country. The conclusion to which he arrives,
isin accordance with the previous decision of the General Grand Chapter
of the United States ; and.in respect to the propriety of which we believe
there was scarcely a dissenting voice in that body. The opinion of the
country was already made up on the subject. It had been discussed, to
the annoyance, if not to the satisfaction, of all parties ; and the members
all seemed to gladly avail themselves of an opportunity to get rid of it,—
to relieve themselves from the embarrassments in which they had become
iovolved, through the previous injudicious action of their predecessors.
Had the committee of Arkansas more fully understood the general views
of their Companions over the country, on the subject, or had they de-
layed the writing of their report for a few days, they would have been
saved a great labor. The report is well drawn, and so far as it is relia-
ble in its statements, may be useful for future reference. Itis to be hoped,
however, that in giving the opinions of others, and in their citation of
authorities, the committee have been more careful in their endeavors
to present the exact truth, than is manifested in the following extract :—

Brother Moore, of Boston, says that Royal Arch Masonry dates from the build-
ing of the second temple—the Royal and Select degrees from the completion of the
first,  which proves that the Select degrees are 465 years older than the Royal Arch
degree ; and were instituted at the completion of the first temple ” The commit-

tee on Foreign Correspondence of Florida, concur in this argument, and consider
it as settling the whole matter.

We had imagined that, at this day, no intelligent Mason considered the world or
the Fraternity, so crednlous as well as ignorant, that he could venture to talk to
them about any degree in Masonry having been instituted at the period of building
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or completing the first Temple, except the three symbolic degrees. Every Masonic
writer admits that no other degrees are ancient. Except them, not a single degree
can be authentically traced back even to the commencement of the 18th century.
The argument of Brother Moore would equally prove that a degree or two in
Scotclr Masonry were instituted before the flood. Such absurd claims do incalcula-
ble injury to Masonry ; and make even its just claims the subject of contempt and
ridicule.

In view of the confident manner in which this statement is attributed to
us, and the assuming, and not over-courteous terms, in which the com-
ments on it are set forth, the intelligent reader will be somewhat sur-
prized to learn, that, with the exception of the chronological fact of the
dates appropriate to the respective degrees, or to the incidents on which
they are founded, there is no authority for it. We never said, for the
plain reason that we never believed, that any dates, or any facts, can
prove * that the Select degrees are 465 years older than the Royal Arch
degree,” or that either has been in existence, as Masonic degrees, one
half that number of years. We were among the first,and have been sec-
ond to none, in our opposition to such ¢ absurd claims,” and in our en-
deavors to disabuse the minds of over-credulous Brethren, in this and other
respects. We cannot think our Companions of the committee wilfully in-
tended to misrepresent our opinions, or designedly to attribute to us state-
ments we never made. They have probably been misled by others, and
taken at second hand, that, the truth of which, before using, they were
bound, in good faith to us, and to their Grand Chapter, to ascertain, by con-
sulting the original source. This was also due to themselves ; because,
if their statements are found to be erroneous, and their argument to be pre-
dicated on false assumptions, in one respect, very little reliance can be
placed on either, in other respects. The statement which the report as.
sumes to quote from our pages,and the terms of which, it will be seen, are
most grossly perverted, may be found on page 121, of the 9th vol-
ume of this Magazine. It is the closing paragraph of a brief paper on the
¢ Masonic Computation of Time ;" and had the committee consulted the
article, they would not only have been enabled to quote us correctly, but
would have discovered that we are in no sense chargeable with favoring
the * absurd claims™ to which they so properly object. They would have
there found this language :—* No intelligent and well informed Mason,
at this day, claims for his Institution an organized existence cceval with
the creation. That such a pretension has sometimes been advanced, we
do not deny. But with such vagaries we have no sympathy.” The par-
agraph, as it stands on the page referred to, is as follows : —

“ Royal Arch Masons (not Masonry) date from the building of the second Tem-
ple, by Zerubbabel, 535 years before the Christian era. Their present (1550) date
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therefore is, Anno Inventionis 2385. The Knights Teniplars date from the estab«
lishment of the Order in 111S—thus, Anno Ordinis 732,~—the Royal and Select Mas-
ters, from the completion of the Templé—thus Anno Depositionis2850. Masons of
the Scotch and other modern rites, use dates peculiar to themselves, which are de-
termined by some particular epoch commemorated in their respective rituals, or by
some event significant of their origin.”

This is the whole matter, and the reader will readily perceive from it,
that the committee were either led into a gross error by others, or that
they have inexcusably perverted our statement, and attributed to us lan-
guage we never used. The paragraph is a simple statement of facis as
they exist. It draws no conclusions from thern, nor advances any opin-
ion as to their propriety or accuracy. It does not assume to prove any
thing. We return the extraet from the report to the committee

There are some other matters of more importance in the report; but
they are generally such as have been frequently discussed in similar re-
ports and in our.pages. The committee favor the opinion that a subordi-
nate Chapter may try and expel the Deputy Grand High Priest, if he be
a member, and is arraigned when not actually exercising the functions of
his office, as the representative of his principal. “If,” says the report,
« proceedings had been commenced against him, they would be stayed, so
soon as he came into the exercise, as Deputy, of the functions of the G.
High Priest himself.” We suppose the Deputy to be empowered and
qualified by his installation, and is required to hold himself in readiness,
at any moment, to exercise all his constitutional powers, as occasion may
demand. To say that it is within the province of a subordinate Chapter to
divest him of this qualification, is to say, that the subordinate may arrest the
operation of the Constitution of its superior. By the Constitution of the
General Grand Chapter, the Deputy, King and Scribe, are authorized to
preside in any Chapter under the jurisdiction ;* and the solemn declara-
tion of every High Priest of a Chapter, at his installation, is, ¢ that he
will pay due respect and obedience to the instructions of the General and
State Grand Officers, particularly relating to the several Lectures and
Charges, and will resign the Chair to them, SEVERALLY, when they may
visit his Chapter.” The Deputy may therefore act, and exercise the
Constitutional functions of his office, even though the Grand High Priest
be neither dead nor absent from the State. He may at any and at all
times, exercise his power to preside in any subordinate Chapter under his

*{f the doctrine claimed be admitted, the D. G. G. H. P., King and Scribe, may, be re-
moved from their official relations, by the subordinate Chapters of which they are mem-
bers ; and thus the G. G. Chapter is left with but’ one of its principal officers. There is
no danger that such a principle will ever obtain in practice. The further discussion of it ~
may therefore be regarded as an unnecessary labor.
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jurisdiction ; and if he may preside, he may control itsaction. The power
to try, is therefore, wanting, ex necessitate. .

The reasoning of the report on this subject is ingenious, but not to our
mind in any way conclusive. It admits that, “the old Regulations and
Charges declare, that the Grand Master or Deputy has full authority and
right, not only to be present, but also to preside in every Lodge, with the
Master of the Lodge on his left hand.” But then, on the other hand, it
says—** It certainly does not follow, that in regard to the relative powers
and prerogatives of Grand and particular Lodges, we are at this day to
follow, in all things, these ancient Constitutions.” Now, apply this rule

" to the question under consideration, and nothing further remains to be
said. It assumes the whole argument. The ancient Constitutions of Ma-
sonry being no longer admitted as authority in determining the relations
o1 the responsibilities of a subordinate to its superior, each Grand Chap-
ter is left to act for itself, independently of its relations to other bodies of
corresponding rank, and to adapt its regulations to meet its own views, or
supposed necessities. We do not so understand the subject.

The committee say, they have not found the provision, that ** the power
to expel resides alone in the Grand Lodge.” This is very probable,
though we pointed out the place where it was to be found. If they had
not the means at hand to enable them to find it, that was perhaps their
misfortune, They do not of course intend to intimate any doubt of its
existence ; and as the terms of the rule would probably be acceptable, we
will endeavor to gratify them in this respect. We quote from the Consti-
tutions of the Grand Lodge of England :— :

“ 14. The Grand Lodge has also the inherens power of investigating, regulating,
and deciding, all matters relative to the Craft, or to particular Lodges, or to indi-
vidual Brothers, which it may exercise either by itself or by such delegated author-
ity as, in its wisdom and discretion, it may appoint ; but in the Grand Lodge alone
resides the power of erasing Lodges and expelling® Brethren from the Craft, a
power which it ought not to delegate to any subordinate authority in England.”

15. No Lodge shall be erased, nor any Brother expelled, until the Master or offi-
cers of the Lodge, or the offending Brother, shall have been summoned to show
cause, ip the Grand Lodge, why such sentence should not be recorded and en-
farced.”

Our Companions of the committee will see by the oregoing that the
power not only exists in the English Constitutions, but that it is claimed
as an inherent power in the Grand Lodge, which ought not to be alienated
or * delegated to any subordinate authority.”

*¢ The term expelled is used only when a Brother is removed from the Ciaft, by the
Grand Lodge.”—Note to Eng. Con., page 67.
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In conformlty with long established usage, as well as in compliance
with the provisions of its Constitution, the Grand Lodge of this Common-
wealth held a stated communication on the evening of the 27th of De-
cember last, being the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist, for the In-
stallation of its officers. The meeting, as is usual on that day, was
well attended by the Brethren ; and the ceremonies, which are always ob-
served with the solemnity due to them and the occasion, were of a highly
interesting and impressive character. The officers having been duly in-
stalled, the M. W. Grand Master, the Rev. GEoreE M. RanpaLL, of Bos-
ton, delivered, in his usual clear and distinct manner, the following inter-
esting and appropriate

ADDRESS.

Brethren of the Grand Lodge :—

It once more becomes my duty to address you on the return of this Anni-
versary, which, for so many years, has been observed, as a proper occasion for
the ceremonies of installing the officers elected and appomted into their respec-
tive offices, That duty has now been performed, and the usual proclamation
has been made. The Grand Lodge is therefore fully organized and duly quali-
fied to enter upon the duties which inherently belong to a Grand Lodge, and
which consntutxonally pertain to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

A gracious Providence has permitted us again to assemble within these walls,
Bat all are not here, who were of our number, one year ago. Since our last an-
nual meeting, it has pleased the All-wise Ruler of the Universe to remove by
death several of our Brethren, who have been associated in the Councils of this
Grand Lodge.

Early in January last, our Brother FErpiNaND E. WaITE, Who, for several
years, was Deputy Grand Master, finished his course on earth. Honored and
beloved by his Brethren, for the sterling virtues which distinguished his char-
acter as & man and a Mason, his death was a great loss to the Fraternity, in
whose prosperity he took a deep and abiding interest.

Soon after the death of Br. White, another Brother, venerable and beloved,
Jamis A. Dicksox, so long and so well known as one of the firmest friends of
this Institation, and one of the most faithful of the Brotherhood, ceased his labors
here, He was a permanent member of this Grand Lodge, and manifested up to
the end of his life, a most lively interest in all things which pertained to the
welfare of ourOrder.

Within a few weeks, another permament member of this Grand Lodge, has
been numbered with the dead; I refer to our late Brother WiLLIaM Fxgso, of
Gloucester, who two years ago, was elected Senior Grand Warden, Highly re-
spected in the community, where he resided, he has been “ gathered to his fath-
ers” in a good old age. He was arn, upright man, a consistent Mason, and a firm
friend to this Institution, when friends were needed. He was spared to see the
society, which he so much loved, relieved from its trials and restored once more

14
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to the confidence of the community. His memory will be fondly cherished by
all his Brethren who knew him.

Early in the month of October I received the painful intelligence, that our
R. W, Br. Prentice Cusuing, the District Deputy Grand Master for the third
District, was very sick, and that no hope was entertained of his recovery, ren-
dering it necessary to appoint another in his place, in order that the visitations of
the Lodges in that district might be completed, before the meeting of the Grand
Lodge. [ accordingly appointed R. W. Peter Lawson, of Lowell, District Dep-
uty for the remainder of the Masonic year. In the course of a few weeks, our

-Brother Cushing was removed by the hand of death. He had filled the office
of District Depaty for several years, and always with great acceptance. He has
finished his labors on earth, and his soul, I trust, has eutered upon the rewards
of a better world.

RoBerT G. SHawW, a distinguished merchant of this city, and a member of our
Fraternity, departed this life during the past year. He was formerly an officer
of the Grand Lodge, and at the time of his death was one of the Trustees of the
Grand Charity Fund. He was a firm friend of this Institution and stood by it
manfully, in the dark and dreary days of trial. Such was his regard for the Or-
der, and such the confidence of the Brethren, in his integrity, that when it was

"apprehended, that the civil Charter of the Grand Lodge might be taken away
by an act of the Legislature, this Temple, where we are now assembled, was
placed in his hands; and he firmly and faithfully held it, until the hur
ricane of persecution had spent its violence, and quietness was once more re-
stored, when he transferred the property to a Board, known as the ‘‘ Trustees of
the Masonic Temple.” The last time that he was present at a meeting of the
Grand Lodge, was on the occasion of the Centennial Celebration of the initiation
of Georex WasHINGTON, on the 22d day of February last. ft was his last visit
to this place. I shall not soon forget, as he stood here, casting his eye over the
adorned walls of this spacious apartment, with what evident satisfaction he re-
ferred to the time, when he served the Grand Lodge in the capacity to which I
have already allnded. But he has gone hence. His loss will be felt by a large
circle of friends both within and without the pale of our Fraternity.

Still another, within a few weeks, has been called, with scarcely a moments
warning, to exchange the active duties of this world for the realities of the next.
I refer to our late Brother Jonas Chickxrixe, who, though not a member of this
Grand Lodge, was a firm frlend of Freemasonry,—whose character reflected
honor upon our Institution, and whose virtues as a man and a Mason, were such
as to make him an ornament to any society. His kindness of heart,—modesty
of manner,—liberal charities,—~and unswerving integrity, so happily illustrating
the principles of our Order, together with a strong attachment to the several Ma-
sonic Institutions to which he belonged, entitle his memory to honorable mention
in this place.

These departed Brethren will join qur assemblies ho more on earth ;—a so-
lemn thought, full of profitable admonitjon.

CONDITION OF THE FRATBRNITY.
I congratulate you my Brethren, on the present state of the Fraternity in this
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Commonwealth, The year just closed, has been one of almost unprecedented
prosperity. According to the returns made by the District Deputy Grand Mas-
ters, it appears, that three hundred and seventy have been initiated, during the past
year in eight Districts ; no returns having been received from the 9th District.
Of which number, one hundred and eighty were in the first District. These sim-
ple statistics express more forcibly than any words of mine can do, the gratifying
fact, that our Ancient Fraternity has secured a high place in the estimation and
confidence of the community, A

~ The general condition of the Lodges, in the several districts, so far as I have
the means of knowing, is, with few exceptions, highly prosperous.

NEW LODGES.

On the 17th of August last, I granted a Dispensation to certain Brethren, to
open a Lodge in Valparaiso, S. America. It is an interesting fact, that from the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, were issued the first Charters, for the organizas
tion of Lodges, not only in what is now the United States but in the British Prov
inces, and in the West India Islands. It was therefore not inappropriate, that
our Brethren in other parts of this continent, living under another government,
and speaking another language, should receive their authority to work, from that
Grand Lodge, which, without any spirit of arrogancy, may justly claim to be
the parent of Freemasonry in this Western world !

A Charter has been granted to BaaLBkc LopaE, East Boston, and to ANcIENT
York Lopek, Lowell, both of which Lodges were spoken of in my last annual ad-
dress, as working under Dispensations. On the evening of the 28th of April last,
assisted by several members of the Grand Lodge, I constituted Baalbec Lodge,
and on the 7th day of July,I constituted Ancient York Lodge, in Lowell, on
which occasion I was assisted by several of our Brethren from Boston. Iam hap.
Py to say, that both these new Lodges afford satisfactory evidence that they are
under excellent discipline, and so far as I am able to judge, bid fair to be seo-
ond to none within this jurisdiction, in point of true Masonic success.

At the last meeting of the Grand Lodge, a petition was presented from cer-
tain Brethren in Newburyport, asking for the return of the Charter of St. John's
Lodge, which was surrendered some years since, in consequence of the violence
of the Antimasonic warfare. By a vote of the Grand Lodge, the Charter has
been restored, and we may expect, soon to see two thriving Lodges in this an-
cient town, which at a former period, ranked next to Boston, as the chief seat of
Freemasonry, in this Commonwealth ; having at that lime, three Lodges, a Royal
Arch Chapter, and an Encampment of Knights Templars, :

MASONIC DISTRICTS.

Acting by authority of a vote of the Grand Lodge, passed at its last meeting,
empowering me to revise the Masonic Districts, I have made such a revision as
the interests of the Fraternity seem to call for. Ihave divided the Ninth Dis-
triet, which contained thirteen Lodges, several of which were located at remote
points, into two districts, making Harmony, Northfield, Jerusalem, Northampton,
Thomas, Monson, Republican, Greenfield, Mount Vernon, Belchertown, Humanity,
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Brimfield, Mount Tom, Holyoke, a new District, to be numbered Ten. The re
maining six Lodges to constitate District number Nine.

I have also transferred Merrimack Lodge, Haverhill, and St. Mutthew's, Ando-
ver, from the Second to the Third District.

DISTRICT. PEPUTY GRAND LECTURERS,

In accordance with the vote of the Grand Lodge authorizing and directing the
"appointment of a District Deputy Grand Lectarer for each District, I appointed
at the commencement of the last year the District Deputy Grand Masters, as
Lecturers in all the Districts, excepting the first and second, which were filled

- by the Grand Lecturers, who resided respectively in these Districts. From the
experience of the last two years I am constrained to say, that the benefits anti-
cipated from the appointment of District Deputy Grand Lecturers have not
been realized.

The regulation adopted by the Grand Lodge required the District Lecturers,
to meet in Convention once a year, for the purpose of instruction in the Work
and Lectores, under the immediate direction of the Grand Lecturers. But one
such Convention has been holden. According to the regulation adopted by the
Grand Lodge, no District Grand Lecturer is permtited to act in this capacity
who has not been approved by the Grand Lecturers; corectness and uniformi-
ty, in respect to the Work and Lectures, being essential qualifications for this
office. This could not be secured, without, at least, one meeting in the course
of the year, in connection with the instructions of the Grand Lectarers.

As the Grand Lodge devotes one entire day, annually, to the Lectures and
Work, when all who desire information may be present and secure the benefits
of that instruction, which is the standard authority ;—and as the services of the
Grand Lecturers can, at any time be secured, at a moderate cost ;—and as the
District Lecturers neglect to qualify themselves for their office, it may admit of
serious question, whether it would not be judicious to repeal the measure alto-
gether.

DISPENSATIONS.

I must again call your aftention fo the matter of granting dispensations touch-
ing the time required for the ixitiation, passing and raising of candidates. I ob-
served in my last annual address that the power of granting such dispensations
had been conferred upon the Grand Master and his Depulxes, for purposes con-
nected with the welfare of the Fraternity, and that the exercise of this au!honty
was the exception and not the rule. I am fully aware that, in some of the mari-
time districts of the State, cases frequently occur, for the legitimate exercise of
this authority. But I have reason to believe, that dispensations are, not unfre-
quently, asked for, and obtained, where no such urgent necesrity exists, as would

justify a suspension of the rewnlatwns of the Grand Lodge.

I notice in the returns of one of the Lodges, that during the past year, thers
were seventeen Initiations, twelve of which were by dispensation ; and that too,
in a part of this jurisdiction, where no special occasion existed, for the exercise
of such a power, in consequence of the predominance of a seafaring popula-
tion.
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The manner in which these dispensations ara somstimes requested, seema to
imply, that but litle more is required, than to ask as a privilegs, what will ba
granted as a matter of right. There seems to be a misapprehension upon this
subject, which the good of Freemasonry requires to be carrected. I must here
take occasion to call the attention of the Subordinate Lodges, to the law relating
to the granting of dispensations. This power belongs alone to the Grand Mas-
ter. His Deputy and the District Deputies act for him, in his absence. The.
Constitution provides for the appaintment of Deputies, purely as a matter of con-
venience. They are authorized to grant dispensations, solely on the ground of
being his Deputies. No other person therefore, has an inherent or constitutioak
power, to dispense with the full requirements of the laws and regulatioas of the
Grand Lodge. I regret to learn that in sgveral instances this power has been
exercised without proper authority. In one instance, where the District Deputy,
for satisfactory reasons, had refused t¢ grant a dispensation, application was
made to another person, residing nearly an hundred miles distant, and a dispen-
sation was obtained. The District Deputy, is presumed, to be the best qualified
to judge of the merits of an application. Ifany appeal be taken, it must be to
the Grand Master himself, with whom alonse resides the constitutional authority
to allow a suspension of the rules of the Grand Lodge, in respect to such cases ;
the authority of the deputies, being only a delegated authority, revocable at the
will of the Grand Master. It must be evident, that the exercise of the power of
granting dispensation, by any other than the Deputy of the District, would be
productive of serious mischief, as well as irregular and unwarrantable, and 1
take this occasion to say, that such a practice will not.be allowed.

MORAL QUALIFICATION OF CANDIDATES,

As I have already stated, nearly four hundred persons have been made Ma-
sons within this jurisdiction, during the last year. Whether this fact be a ground
of congratulation or of regret remains to be seen. If-all these initiates prove to
be “ good men and true,” we may well rejoice in our prosperity ;—but if they
do not come up to the standard of our pnncnples, then we have good cause to
remember that such apparent prosperity is but the antecedent of another day of
trial and darkness. I feel it to be incumbent upon me to reiterate the caution
contained in my last annual address, touching the care which should be exerci-
sed, in thoroughly investigating the moral character of all applications for the
degrees. I do this, because facts have come to my knowledge, which warrant
the opinion, that such ocare is not always taken. The fact, that so many have
received the degrees, the last year, is of itself sufficient te awaken suspicion,
that some may have entered the pale ef our Fraternity without that thorough
serutiny, which both the principles and the purity of our Institution demand, I
have been informed that no less than three persons who have recently applied
for Chapter degrees, in this city, have been rejected solely for moral causes.
And yet, these three persons had been accepted and made Master Masons, in
this jurisdiotion,—two of them, I understand in one Lodge. Such a fact is hu-
miliating, but instructive and admomtory

It wonld not be extraqrdinary if the spirit of rivalry, amid sofmuch success,
thould steal its way into some of our subordinate Lodges, and the desire to outdo
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each other in the amount of business done, should lie at the foundation of this
hasty and incomplete investigation into the moral character of candidates.

There is another point on which I feel called upon to speak a word of caution.
I fear, that among some, perhaps of the more inexperienced Brethren, the very
unmasonic course may sometimes be pursued of inviting young men to become
members of our Order. This is wrong. Great care should be taken not to be
forward even in recommending the Institution to those, who are not members.
When called upon, we may on suitable occasions, express our opinion of its
principles, and when requested to propose the name of a freind for initiation, we
should cheerfully do this office ; but beyond this, we should be careful not 1o go,
in the way of offering nnducemems to the uninitiated to seek admission.

There is one practice which now obtains, that may in some measure conduce
not a little, to a state of things that all must deplore. It is this :—a Lodge feels
at liberty to initiate without limit, but at the same time it most carefully restricts
the number of its members. While the vote to give the degrees to certain candi-
dates is decided withont hesitation in the affirmative, the question on admitting
these same persons to membership would be decided as promptly in the nega-
tive. A safe rule for all to adopt would be not to give the degrees to any candi-
date, with whom- they are not willing to associate, as a member of the same
Lodge. The distinction now so common between being made a Mason in a cer-
tain Lodge, and being a member of that Lodge, tends to promote the evil which
it becomes us to avoid.

PROXIES.

It is sometimes inconvenient for the officers of Lodges in distant parts of the
jurisdiction, to attend the quarterly and other communications of the *Grand
Lodge, while it is very desirable that all the Lodges should be represented. To
meet such cases the Grand Lodge has provided that a subordinate Lodge may
be represented by a Proxy. I take this opportunity of reminding my Brethren
of the law upon this subject. All Proxies expire on the 27th day of December,
and must be renewed, if the Lodges granting these Proxies desire to be repre-
sented.

A few years ago a committee of the Grand Lodge made a report, recommend-
ing a Jewel 1o be worn by Proxies of Lodges, which report was accepted, but
the recommendation has never been carried into operation. I would suggest
the propriety of establishing that or some other as a Jewel to be worn at all meet-
ings of the Grand Lodge, by those who appear as Proxies of Lodges. Our regu-
lations will not allow a Master or Warden of a Lodge to vote in Grand Lodge
who appears without his Jewel, except by special vote. Such are not allowed
to be present at the opening of the Grand Lodge, and yet Proxies are allowed a
seat and to vote, without any Jewel whatever.

LIBRARY.

By the report of the Library committee, it appears that a number of volumes
of Masonic works have been purchased, and it is hoped, that before another an-
nual meeting, such arrangements will have been completed, as will render
these volumes accessible to all who may desire to consult them.,
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FINANCES.

The amount of work which has been done during the last year, has supplied
our Treasury with funds sufficient to meet all the expences of the Grand Lodge,
and to do something towards discharging its indebtedness.

The Trustees of the Temple entered into an arrangement a few months since
with our late Br. Chickering, by which all the building, with the exception of
the Masonic apartments, was leased to hin for a term of years, on conditions be-
lieved to be mutually advantageous. This agreement relieves the Trustees of
the perplexity and expense of renting the several parts of the Temple for va-
tious purposes, and secures a certain revenue, which may at once be applied,
in extingnishing the debt of the Grand Lodge, and removing the mortgage which
now lies upon the building,

In this connection, however, I take occasion to say, that profiting from the ex-
perience of other Grand Lodges, and the history of many moral and benevolent
societies, who have been burdened with large endowments; I confess to some
degree of indifference in the matter of hastening the time, when this Grand
Lodge shall find itself in the possession of very cansiderable funds, any further
than by the payment of the ordinary and extraordinary expenses of the Grand
Lodge, the feebler Lodges may be relieved in a measure from the tax which
they are now required to pay into our treasury. Funds in the form of rich en-
dowments, while a matter of convenience, and sometimes the means of good,
are frequently prolific sources of bitter altercation and disastrous divisions.

OTHER GRAND LODGES.

I'am happy to say that the serious difficulties which existed in the Grand
Lodge of California, at our last annual meeting, of which this Grand Lodge took
notice in a report which they adopted at the March communication, have been
adjusted, and so far as I am informed the interests of the Fraternity in that new
State, are now in a flourishing condition.

The state of things in New York has been such as to warrant this Grand
Lodge in adopting stringent and energetic measures, trusting that other Grand
Lodges throughout the Union will pursue a similar course, with a view to the
resolute maintenance of the true principles of our time honored Institution.

As the Report, together with the Resolutions adopted by this Grand Lodge, have
been printed and sent to the Subordinate Lodges within this jurisdiction, and also
forwarded to the several Grand Lodges throughout the Union, I shall not detain
you with any remarks of my own upon a subject so fully and so ably treated in
the report, and so thorqughly discussed at our last meeting, any further than to
say, that both the Report and the Resolutions meet my most hearty approval,
and shall receive my strongest official support; and I hereby direct all Lodges
owing allegiance to this Grand Lodge, to use all due diligence in carrying ount
this measure, according to its true spirit,—and I enjoin upon all our Brethren vis-
iting New York, not tosit in Lodges which by these Resolutions, are cut off from
all Masonic communication with the Lodges in this State.

While we seek to promote unity and harmony abroad among sister Grand
Lodges, it becomes us to be assiduously careful ta cultivate the same virtues
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among ourselves. To this end, let us strive to avoid whatever may lead to sec-

tional jealousies and to the fostering of that spirit which separates Brethren and

sows the seed of distrust and discord in the Masonic family. The true intéres

of this Fraternity are onz : we have one purpose,—we are bound by one obliga-

tion,—and weshould have but one aim, in our relations as Masons, and there-
fore should anitedly and harmoniously prosecute the labors of our callingina.
manner that shall be an honor to our Institation and a blessing to mankind,

Whether our abode be in the city or in the country, let us remember, that we

sre always ¢ at home’, in this Temprs ;—and here and everywhere, let us eek

to manifest and maintain the principles of truth, brotherly love and charity,

which we profess.

May the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, whom we adore, ¢ direet us in all
our doings with His gracious favor, and fusther us with His continual help, that
in all things we may glorify His Holy name,” and finally at the close of a well
sperit life, when our labors on earth are over, may we pass to the rest and the
rewards found and enjoyed in “ that Temple above, that House not made with
hands, eternal in the Heavens.”

GRAND LODGE OF VERMONT ON THE NEW
YORK DIFFICULTIES.
Burlington, Vt., January 14, 1854,

Br. Moore :—We have just closed the annual session of the Grand
Lodge of Vermont ;—of the various subjects submitted for consideration,
the difficulties of our Masonic Brethren in New York was the most prom-
inent—they were alluded to, by the Grand Master, in his opening ad-
dress, and referred to a special committee consisting of Brothers Nathan
B. Haswell, Joshua Doan and Dan Lyon. This committee made an in-
teresting Report, adopting and fully sustaining the views takea by the
Grind Lodge of Massachusetts, as noted in the last number of your Mag-
azine, and they further say, they can acknowledge no other Grand Lodge
in the State of New York, but that over which the Hon. Reuben H.
Walworth presides as Grand Master. They recommend the healing of
such good Masons as have, through ignorance or design, been imposed
upon—and they conclude by saying, that the Grand Lodge of Vermont
will not acknowledge a plurality of Masonic Grand Lodges either in that
or in any other State of the American Union.” The Report and Resolu-
tions reported by the commitiee, were unanimously adopted. You will
soon have them in our printed proceedings.

Fraternally yours, N.
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GRAND CHAPTER OF TENNESSEE.

Tae Grand Chapter of Tennessee held an annual communication at Nash-
ville in October last. Thirtyseven Chapters were represented ; a fact indicating
stronger than any words of ours can do, the high state of prosperity and the
strong interest felt in this branch of our Order, throughout the State. We no-

. tice nothing, however, in the proceedings, of general interest, except it be the
report of the committee on correspondence; from which we extract as fol-
lows :— . .

QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES.

“Passing by the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina for the
year 1852, your comnittee proceed to take up the ananual report of the M. E.
Grand High Priest, which, in alimost every feature” meets their most cordial ap-
probation.  Speaking of the rapid increase of Masonry, he says: “It ought to
be a source of gratulation to every Mason; but in our prosperity, it would often-
times be well to recollect, that the strength of Masonry is not in its numbers, but
in the virtue and wisdom of its members.” This is a matter that cannot be
too strictly looked to by our subordinate Chapters. The worthiness of an appli-
cant for Masonic preferment, so far as character is concerned, is most generally
closely scrutinized ; there is, however, one point on which your committee think
there has not been a sufficient degtee of Masonic vigilance manifested. We
allude to the qualifications of the applicant, as regards Masonic information.
That a Mason before advancement, should be thoroughly and fully informed upon
all the preceding degrees, is a self-evident fact to every well informed Royal
Arch Mason. Still how lttle is this matter attended to! and yet without that
due attention, how is our Order to be transmitted in its pristine beauty, purity
and sublimity, to posterity ? Your committee think this a question of vital im-
portance to the Order, and one that particularly claims the legitimate action of
the Grand Chapter.”

MASONIC LITERARY INSTITUTIONS IN THE STATE.

“In conclusion, your committee take the liberty of reporting to this Grand
Chepter, that the Masons of our own State are actively engaged in carrying out
the great principles of the Order. There are now in Tennessee three instita-
tions of high literary grade under Masonic supervision, viz: a Male College at
Mason, inthe Western District; the Female Masonic Institute, at Maryville,
Blount county, which your committee is informed are ina flourishing condition,
and Jackson College at Columbia, which went into operation as a Masonic Insti-
tution in 1849. It commenced its operations under adverse circumstances,
having several times to change its Faeulty, yet has it continued steadily to pros-
per ; and now that it has a Faculty permanently established, whose interests are
identified with the Institution, and which your committee confidently assert, if
equalled, have not their superior in the South West, it is progressing with rap-
id strides, and bids fair, in a very short time, to rank among the first Literary
Institations of our Republic. It numbers now upwards of two hundred students,
lowhich daily accessions are being made ; has a library containing between three
and four thousand volumes, and the two Literary Societies have each the nu-
cleus of a good library, to which additions are made from session to session—
also a fine Philosophical and Chemical Apparatus, and a splendidly assorted
Cabinet of Minerals. . :

JURISDICTION OF CHAPTERS.

Resolved, That the jurisdiction of the different Chapters in this State shall be
fegulated by geographical distance, and all petitions for the several ,degrees, or
for membershjp, shall be made to the Chapter nearest the residence of the peti-
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tioner, unless the Chapter having jurisdiction shall yield the right to somie other
Chapter. - .

The officers for the present year are as follows :—

Edward W. Kenney, G. H. Priest ; John S. Dashiell, D. G. H. Priest; A. P,
Hall, G. King; B. F. Stout, G. Scribe; W. H. Horn, G. Treasurer ; Charles A.
Fuller, G. Secretary ; J. Huntington, G. Chaplain ; Wm. L. Hearn, G. Marshal ;
George B. Peters, G. Capt. of Guard ; M. E. Grove, G. Tyler.

THE GRAND COUNCIL.
The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters for the State, held its annual
meeting at the same time and place. Seventeen Councils were represented, in-

cluding two under dispensation. Charters were ordered to be issued to the lat-
fer. 'The remainder of the business was of a local character.

GRAND CHAPTER OF TEXAS.

Tais Grand Body held its last annual convocation at Washington in June.
Fourteen Chapters were represented at the opening of the session. Several
others afterwards came in. The address of the G. H. P. is characterized by

wholesome counsel to the Companions and Chapters under the jurisdiction. He
says :—

I feel unwilling to permit the present and perhaps the last opportunity ¥ shall
have of addressing you officially, to pass without directing your attention te, and
raising my ‘ warning voice” against, what I conceive to be prevalent evils and
errors, which, if persisted in, must result greatly to the prejudice of the Craft.

We are now in a period of onprecedented peace and prosperity for Masonry.
All grand officers, those placed upon the watch tower from Maine to Califoruia,
from Canada to Texas, are congratulating themselves, and the Fraternity at
large, upon our prosperous condition, and proclaiming the lullaby of peace, peace,
when indeed, the enemy is in onr camp, unperceived and unsuspected, but with
the greater certainty working our injury and our disgrace.

¢ In time of peace prepare for war,” has been always regarded as a wise nationel
adage, and may it not be equally applicable to our safety and interests ? What
preparations, I am asked, do we require? Would you have us wage war against
the Pope, against Napoleon ? I would, iny Brethren have you wage a war of ex-
termination against all enemies. But I have already intimated, that our avowed
enemies are not all that we have to fear; indeed, they are least to be dreaded ; it
is that crafty, insidions, wily enemy, that is in our very midst, who is most te be
feared, and is now daily working our injury, nay working our ruin.

The D. G. H. P. in his annual report, which is a business paper, says—

I have granted four dispensations for the establishment of new Chapters, as
follows, viz: One at Abney’s Store, in Rusk county, called Concord Chapter, No.
—; one_at Newbern, Shelby county, named Mount Vernon Chapter, No. — ;
one at New Salem, Rusk county, called McCharty Chapter; and one at Car-
thage, Panola county, known as Carthage Chapter, No.— ; and I have reason to
believe, that they are all in a healthy and prosperous condition.

The following resolution, designed to restrain the too rapid admission of can-
didates, was adopted. It is in conformity with an old conservative practice :—

Resolved, That no Chapter subordinate to this Grand Chapter shall advance or

exalt a candidate until he shall have served at least one year as a Master Ma-
son.
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The following resolution, suggested by the report of the Grand Secretary, was
adopted :—

Resolyed, That in all cases of suspension, rejection, or expulsion of an appli-
cant by a subordinate Chapter, it shall be the duty of said Chapter to causg im-
mediate notice of the same to be given to all sister Chapters within this jurisdic-
tion, and also to the Grand Secretary.

We rejoice at the evidences which these proceedings furnish, of the growing
prosperity of this branch of our Order in Texas. Comp. William W. Taylor
was elected G. H. Priest, and Comp. James M. Hall, of Crockett, Grand Secre-

tary.

[or1GINAL.]

LIGHT.
BY BR. DAVID BARKER.
" Light !
Brother, are you faint and weary ?
Is your pathway dark and dreary % .
Doubt, nor fear, nor falter, never ;
- Let this be your watchword, ever,
Light!

Light!
Better days may soon be dawning ;
Darkest hours give birth to morning ;
Yield not to the fiend, Despair,—
Keep in mind old Ajax's prayer,

“ Light !”

Light!
Ask no garb from Nemean lion,
But with heart and nerves of iron,
Fight your fight in fearless manner,
With this motto on your banner,
Light!

Light!
Light to stamp each sin with terror ;
Light to hunt and banish error ;
Light to kill or weaken sorrow ;
Light to gild a better morrow,—
Light!

Light!
Light to make oppression falter ;
Light from truth’s own burning altar ;
Light to shine on hearts benighted ;
Light to see each wrong is righted,—
Light!
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Light!
While one intellect is clouded ;
While one goul in sin is shrouded ;
While a world for light is dying,
Brother, never cease your crying,
Light!
Exzeter, Me., Dec., 1853. '

MASONRY IN THE WEST INDIES.

Our correspondent at Kingston, Jamaica, politely communicates the following
notice of a public installation of the officers of Sussex Lodge, at that place, on the
19th December last :—

On Monday night, the solemn and imposing ceremony of the installation of the
Master elect and the officers of Sussex Lodge, for the ensuing Masonic year,
took place at Sussex Hall in this city.

The attendance of Brethren of Sussex Lodge, and of Silver Lodges, was so
great, that additional benches had to be called into requisition for the accommo-
dation of the members of the Craft. The Lodge having been opened in due and
ancient form, the attendance of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Scotland was an-
nounced, when, at the command of the Worshipful Master, they were admitted.
Entering in] the following order, they were received with the customary Masonic
honors :— : :

R. W. Colin Campbell, Provincial G. Master ; J. K. Fingaies, D. P. G. Master;
William Duff, P. G. 8. W.; P. J. Ferron, P. G. J. W.; D.R. Dacosta, P, G. S.
Deacon ; George Morce, P. G. J. D.; W. Robert Osborn, P. G. Treas.; Brother J.
McDonald, P. G. Sec.’; Wor. E. Leon, P, G. Inner Guard ; Chas. Gadpaille, P. G.
St. Bearer ; John Nunes, J. Cator, and other Brethren of the Provincial G. Lodge
of Scotland. - ' ’

After certain preliminaries, known only to the Brethren of the Craft, the W.
Henry Franklin, the immediate Past Master of Sussex Lodge, proceeded to instal
the Master elect, Br. John Nicholls, which interesting ceremony was performed
with all due solemnity ; after which the newly installed Worshipful Master named
his officers to form an administration under him, for the ensuing year. The follow-
ing Brethren compose the present administration :—

— W. John Nicholls, Master ; Brs. Robert Hamilton, 8. W. ; J. H. McDowell, J.
W.; R. Wor. J. K. Kingzies, Treas.: Brs. H. R. Waldron, Sec. p. t. ; Wm. Whit.
bourne, 8. D. ; J. H. Woodley, J. D. ; Joseph Francis, I. Guard ; Stephen Spring,
Tyler.

The W. Master, in an eloquent inaugural address, returned thanks to the mem-
bers of the Lodge, for having elevated him to so important a position ; and to the
W. Henry Franklin, for the manner in which he had performed the ceremony of
installation. He war followed by his officers, who each tendered his acknowledg-
ments for the honor conferred on him.

A vote of thanks was then tendered to the immediate Past Master, for the effi-
cient manner in which he had ruled his Lodge, and another to the officers who had
acted under him, after which the Brethren adjourned to the banquetting room, ta
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partake of the good things provided for them, under the direction of that able cate-
rer—Brother Desnoues. -

The Banquet was really a splendid affair. The table was well laid out, and the
viands and wine done ample justioe to. At the conclusion of the repast, the usual
loyal, patriotic, and Masonic toasts were proposed, and responded to.

.

MASONRY IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Tae Provincial Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland,
and Prince Edward Island—holding under the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge
of Scotland~—R. W. Brother the Hon. ArLexanper KEeita, Provincial Grand Mas-
ter, held an annual communication at Freemasons’ Hall, Halifax, N. S., on St. An-
drew's Day, Nov. 30, A. L. 5853, at high 12, Present :—The R. W. Provincial G.
Master in the Chair, the several Grand Lodge Officers, the Representatives of the
various Lodges, and numerous visiting Brethren.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in due form and with solemn prayer.

The Brethren were then informed that the Provincial Grand Lodge was conven+
ed, (as customary on St. Andrew’s Day), for the purpase of installing Office Bearers
for the ensuing Masonic year.

The following Brethren having been selected by the R. W. P. G. Master to fill
the offices placed opposite their respective names, were duly installed, invested and
proclaimed according to ancient custom, viz. :—R. W. Brothers John Richardson,
D. P. G. Master ; John B. Fay, Substitute P. G. Master ; William D. Cutlip, S. G.
W.; E. J. Lordly, J. G. W. ; George Fraser, P. G. Secretary.

Upon the installation of the P, G. Secretary, the R, W. P. G. Master (on behalf
of the P. G. Lodge) presented him with an emblematical gold Jewel, as a taken of
esteem for his past services, which was briefly and feelingly acknowledged by the
P. G. Secretary. .

The following named Brethren, duly elected at the last Quarterly Communication
of the P. G. Lodge, were also installed, invested and announced in the usual man-
ner, viz, : —R. W, Brother Edgar Dodson, G. Treasurer; V. W. Brothers Samuel
Foreman, G. S. Deacon ; James Thompson, G. I. Deacon ; D. R. Cutlip, G. Archi-
tect; J. D. Nash, G. Jeweller ; James Reid, G. Bible Bearer ; William Grant, G.
D. of Ceremonies; L. G. Casseres, G. D. of Music ; James Fortune, G. Sword
Bearer ; William Murray, A. K. MacKinlay, Robert Romans, Jr., Evanson Leon-
ard, William H. Lee, Thomas Shehan, G. Stewards ; Frederick Black, G. Pursui~
vant; John Baxter, G. Tyler.

The newly installed officers then formed in procession, headed by Pipe Major
Brother Matheson, 72d Highlanders, and after saluting the R. W. P. G. Master ac-
cording to ancient custom, assumed their respective stations.

The R. W P. G. Master in thanking the Brethren for their punctual attendance,
ctongratulated them on the unanimity and good feeling which prevailed among the
Craft, together with the present cheering condition of Scottish Masonry within this
Jurisdiction, and encouraged the Brethren generally to continued efforts in the dis-
temination of the pure principles of the Order, and in the practice of Brotherly
Love, Relief and Truth.

The Provincial Grand Lodge was then closed in due form, and with solemn prayer
adjourned.

At 2 o'clock, P. M., the Brethren and their guests sat down to a Banquet prepar
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ed for the occasion, at which the usual Loyal and Masonic toasts were given and
responded to with all the honors, and having enjoyed themselves for a few hours, the

Brethren retired in Love, Peace and Harmony.
Georar Fraser Provincial Grand Secretary.

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDI-
DATES.

[The following able report on this subject, was adopted by the Gen. Grand Chapter of the
United States, at its late triennial session ; and, so far at least as R. A. Masonry is inter-
ested, settles the question of the admissibility of persous who are maimed or imperfectly

formed in body] :—

Companion Tucker, from the committee appointed at the last triennial meet-
ing, to consider the resolution relative to maimed candidates, made a report,
which was read, and is as follows :—

To the General Grand Chapter of the United States, to be holden at Eerington, in
the State of Kentucky, on the 13th day of September, A. D. 1853, '

At the triennial communication of your Honorable Grand Body, holden at
Boston, in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, on the 10th day of September,
A. D. 1850, the following resolution was introduced by Companion Tallman, of
the Grand Chapter of the State of Maine, and referred to the undersigned, as a
committee, to report thereon at the present meeting of your Honorable Body.

 Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to report at the next triennial meet-
ing, whether any of the Chapter degrees may be conferred on persons maimed
or otherwise imperfect in body.” i

Your committee having attended to the bueiness thus assig ed them, now re-
spectfully report :—

That they have investigated the subject with such Masonic light and informa-
tion as they have been able to command, and now present to this General Grand
Body the reasoning which has proved satisfactory to themselves, and the results
to which it has led them.

It appeared to your committee necessary to settle in their own minds at the
outset, whether in relation to the subject they were considering, the degrees
which are arranged in the United States, under the control of the Royal Arch
Branch of the Order, and those which remain subject to the government of the
Blue or Master Lodges, are to be understood as standing upon the same ground.
They arrived at the conclusion that there was no good reason for making any dis-
tinction between them, in the application of any general rule which might be
found, either by authority or policy, legitimately applicable to the subject. The
Masonry of the Blue Lodges is the basis of that which follows it. Crsft Ma-
sonry is the basis on which Royal Arch Masonry is erected. It is its ancestor,
or perhaps, masonically, it may be more rationally called its elder Brother.
What is required therefore by Blue Masonry, the jurisdiction which controls the
first entrance to the Masonic Temple, seems naturally to furnish the rule for the
degrees which follow beyond it: and your committee entertain the opinion, that
if a sound and proper rule may be established in relation to the Blue Lodges, it
will be found to be one which Royal Arch Masonry would have neither interest
nor wish to disregard or subvert ; or in other words, that if such a rule can be
established on sound Masonic principles, it should be recognized as one of equal
force, and equally binding upon both branches of the Masonic family. Those
two branches are perfectly harmonious on every other subject, and your commit-
tee doubt not that they should be so in this. General principles properly appli-
cable to the one, have always been considered as adapted to both. If Blue Ma-
sonry has an ancient landmark, on this or any other subject, which it is a viola-
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tion of Masonic principle to remove, Royal Arch Masonry would hardly take the

responsibility of disturbing it. “ Remove not the old landmarks which your

flath_en:l have set,”” was a part of the religion of the nation whence our rites were
erived.

Your committee have naturally been led to the inquiry, whether the subject
submitted to their consideration, is one which rests Masonically on constitutional
law, or is one of those general matters which is open to the ordinary regulations
of Masonic policy. 1If, upon investigation, it is found to fall under the former,
then it is beyond the exercise of a general discretion, stands paramount to all
questions of policy, and absolutely supercedes any consideration of it, in that
view, If, however, it is found to fall under the latter description, it stands open
for regulation on any state of existing circumstances, upon the judgment of those,
who, in such a state of things, have the right to control it, for the best interests
of the Order.

We have all been taught, and it is the teaching which comes to us from an-
cient days, that ¢ it is not in the power of any man or body of men, to make in-
novations in the body of Masonry.” We have been taught also, that we are
only to “ submit to the awards and resolutions of our Brethren, when conveyed,
when they are consistent with the Constitutions of the Order;” and further, that
we are not even bound to conform to the edicts of the Grand Lodge itself, if they
“are subversive of the principles and ground work of Masonry.”

Your committee then feel the full force of the appropriate inquiries, in pursu-
ing this question. What is the “ body of Masonry,” the “ Constitutions of jthe
Order,” the “ principles and ground-work of Masonry 5’ and do they, or either of
them contain any authority upon the subject now under investigation ?

_To approach the subject intelligently, it seems necessary to advert to a por-
tion of our history. .

The Masonic Order, after one of those eclipses in her prosperity to which all
human institutions are subject, was revived in England, at the meeting of four
Lodges in London, in February, A. D, 1717. 'T'hese were the only Lodges then
existing in the south part of that Kingdom, and they then formed themselves into
8 Grand Lodge, for which they elected a Grand Master at the following festival
of the anniversary of Saint John the Baptist. When the Grand Lodge was -
formed, “the original constitutions were established as the basis of all future Ma-
Bonic jurisdiction in the south of England, and the ancient landmarks, or the

undaries set up as the checks to innovation, were carefully secured against
the attacks of future invaders.” It was then established also, “as an unerring
rule, at every installation, public and private, for many years afterwards, to make
the Grand Master, and Master and Wardens of every Lodge, engage to support
the ancient conatitutions, to the observance of which, also, every Mason was

ound at his initiation.” .

The next year George Payne was chosen Grand Master of this Grand Lodge.
During his official term, he “ earnestly desired that the Brethren would bring to
the Grand Lodge any old writings or records, concerning the Fraternity, to show
the usages of ancient times. In cousequence of this invitation, several old copies
of the Gothic constitutions were produced, arranged, and digested.” .

Your comnmittee deem it important to remark, as to this Grand Lodge, that it
did not assume to do more than to preserve intact, the Masonic institution as it
found it, as to all its peculiar practices, and the principles which had governed
it from early times. [t recognized the ancient Grand Lodge at the city of York,
and considered itself bound by the ancient Masonic charges acknowledged as
authority in that Grand Body. = The old Grand Lodge at York, as is well known
to all familiar with Masonic history, was established in June, A. D. 926, under
the patronage of Edwin, Brother to Athelstan, the then reigning monarch in

ingland. These Masonic charges did not originate at York, but were simply
put into form there, the materials being derived from records of an older date.

he historical account is in these words: “ Prince Edwin summoned all the Ma-
%013 in the realm to ineet him in a congregation at York, in June, Anno Domi-
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ni, 926, who came and composed a General or Grand Lodge, of which he was
the Grand Master. And having bronght with them all the old writings and re-
cords of the Craft extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and
other languages, from the contents thereof, that assembly framed the constitu-
tions and charges of an English Liodge, made a law to preserve and observe the
same, in all time coming, and ordained good pay for the working Masons.”

_In the new BEnglish Grand Lodge formenr by the four Liodges at London, in
1717, we find the same course taken to collect the ancient charges and constitu.
tions of the Order, as had been previously taken at York, in the year 926.

In 1721, the Duke of Montague was chosen Grand Master of this English
Grand Lodge. Soon after his election, he directed Doctor Desaguliers and
James Anderson, A. M., to “revise, arrange, and digest the Gothic constitutions,
old charges, and general regulations.” At the communication of this Grand
Lodge, on the festival of Saint John the Evangelist, in that year, those Breth-
ren had performed the duty assigned them, and presented their labors for appros
val. A committee of fourteen learned Brethren was then appointed to examine
their manuscript and report. At a communication holden on the 23th of March,
A. D. 1722, this committee reported, that they had * perused the manuscript, con-
taining the history, ¢harges, regniations, &c., of Masonry, and after some amend=
ments, had approved thereof.” The Grand Lodge ordered the whole to be pre-
pared for the press and printed ; and within two years (A. D. 1723,) the book of
constitutions appeared in print. ’

Here, then, we have our first printed book of constitutions, compiled with care
by learned Masons, sanctioned by the authority of a Grand Lodgs, from which
it is our pride to have descended, and professing to place us in possession of
the *history, charges, and regulations” of our Ancient Masonic Brotherhood.

Your committee are not aware of the existence of any book of general Ma-
sonic authority, or of any other authority, or other sources, carrying with it an
equally clear and well defined Masonic sanction.

[f this book, then, contains a rule upon the subject under consideration, and if
the constitutions and charges which it transmits to us, are of binding Masonie
force, it appears to your committee that all Masons are bound to defer to its au-
thority. It is the first printed collection of our laws; our highest and oldest
printed statute book ; it contains matter irrepealable by any Masonic power; the
embodying of unchangeable landmarks. No modern authority ever possessed com-
petent power to alter or vary them. If such a power were once acknowledged,
the specific identity of Masonry would be gone forever.

It _seems very clear to your committee, that what is meant to be expressed pes
culiarly by the “ Ancient Constitutions of Masonry,” is not the mere regulations
of any Lodge or Grand Lodge, ancient or modern, whether contained in what
have been sometimes called constitutions, or in general regulations or By-Laws,
All these have been of no higher authority than Masonic legislative enactments,
amenable or alterable from time to time, keeping within that code to which we
refer (not always understandingly, perbaps,) as containing our ancient landmarks.
The vital % body of Masonry” to which we thus refer, is evidently anterior, both
as to time and binding power, to all merely Masonic legislation. It had its ori-
gin in our earliest days, and we are bound to preserve it inviolate for all time.

Your committee cannot better define what they understand by the term “an-
cient constitutions,” than by adopting the definition given by Companion J. W.
Mitchell, of Montgomery, Alabama. That Companion dcfines them to bet
"Those immemorial laws which -have been handed down from age to age, and
from generation to generation, no one knowing whence they originated, and no
one having the right to alter or changs them, but all being equally bound by a
fair and liberal interpretation of them.” These, he considers, as our % ancient
LANDMARKS,’ which are ¢ not only fundamental but unalterable,” and he under-
stands themn to be collected in that portion of Anderson’s book which gives “ Tux
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OLD CHARGES OF THE FREE AND AcCEPTED Masons” ¢ These old charges,”
he informs us, “ have never been altered or changed. 'They stand, in the Grand
Lodge of England, at this day, clothed in the same language, without a word
being stricken out or added to. No Grand Lodge in the world has attempted to
alter or change the wording of this old code of laws; and although they have
been violated again and again, generally through ignorance, no Masonic body has
ever republished a mangled copy of them, or in any way altered their meaning,
except the illegal G. Lodge of London, calling itself the G. Lodge of Ancient Ma-
sons, generally known as the Athol G. Lodge.” Of thisso-called Athol G. Lodge,
Lawrence Dermott was G. Secretary, and subsequently Depnty G. Master, and
published his Ahiman Rezon,(which professed to contain the ancient constitutions
of the Order,) by its order or permission, in 1772. This book has met with bet-
ter fortune in the United States than the constitutions of Anderson, having been
several times reprinted, and adopted as a text book, by several State G. Lodges.
It is, however, in the opinion of your committee, never to be regarded as Masonic
anthority when it is found conflicting with the constitutions of Anderson.

Your committee having thus attempted to ascertain what is the true source of
Masonic authority, which embraces what is emphatically distinguished as our
ancient landmarks, have proceeded to inquire whether, among those ancient Jand-
marks, the particular subject submitted to them has a place, and if so, what are
the provisions relating to it? In examining the authority which they deem para-
mount to all others, they find the following provision :—

“No Master should take an apprentice unless he has sufficient employment for
him, and unless he be a perfect youth having no maim or defect about his bodx
that may render him incapable of learning the art, of serving his Master’s Lord, an
of being made a Brother, and then a Fellow Craft, in due time.”

Your committee have not been able to obtain an original copy of Anderson.

They feel confident, however, that the clause above cited is literally correct. -It
is precisely as it stands in the reprint in Companion Mitchell’s Masonic Signet,
confirmed by a copy from the original copy of Anderson, in possession of Com-
panion Moore, of Boston, and agrees verbatim with a copy of the “ charges” in
possession of your committee, published at Edinburgh, in 1761, during the G.
Mastership of David, Earl of Leven, over the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
- The provision does not describe a man wholly and entirely perfect as to physi-
cal qualities. It is plainly limited in its character. It supposes, upon its face,
that a man may have imperfections of body which do not amount to disqualifica-
tion. If they are not such as to render him “incapable of learning the Art,”’
then, beyond all question, he is eligible to be made a Brother. .

Your committee, then, having treated the question as one resting upon consti-
tutional paramount authority, and not upon mere regulation ; having investigated
the authority which, in their opinion, should govern the decision upon it, and hav-
ing satisfied themselves that the subject matter is not & question of mere policy,
but one which involvesan “ ancient Jandmark” of the Order, have reached the un-
avoidable conclusion, that it is competent and Masonically lawful for Royal Arch
Chaplers, as well as Blue Lodges, {o confer the respective ees of Mcsonry,
properly conferrable by each, upon all candidates whose defects of bodily qualifica-
tions are not such, as to prevent them from mry'oﬂmng literally to what the several

respectively require of them. ~If their physical capacities enable them to
do this they are admissible, and can comply with every requisition of the Og'der.

Your committee are perfectly aware that the Ahiman Rezon contains a differ-
ent rule, and requires a candidate to be perfect in every bodd{ ton; but
they have already said that they do not acknowledge that work as authority when
it conflicts with the constitutions of Anderson. .

All which is respectfully submitted. Pmuip C. TuckeRr, .

ScorT J. TaLLMAN, > Commuliee.
Wwu. T. Gourp,
Lexinglon, Ky., Sept. 13, 1853,
16
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GRAND CONSISTORY OF OHIO.

Cincinnati, January 2, 1854.

Dzar Sie anp Br. :—Last Tuesday Br. Van Rensselaer and William B. Hubbard
of Columbus, together with Bros. William Greene, George Graham and Joseph
Jonas, (who received the degrees from John Barker in 1827, in the Southern juris-
diction,) organized the Grand Consistory of Ohio under the dispensation issued by
the M. P. Sov. Grand Commander, Br. E. A. Raymosp, of Boston. Nine Princes
of Jerusalem residing in this city and vicinity received the degrees, and the organi-
zation was then fully completed, and officers recommended to the Supreme Council
for the charter. The degrees of Rose Croix, Kadosh, Grand Inq. Commander, and
P. R. 8. 32, were worked in full for the first time in the history of Ohio. Br.Hub .
bard presided as Grand Commander of the Consistory and M. W, of the Rose Croix
Chapter, Br. Graham as 1st Lieut., Br. Jonas as 2d Lieut., and Br. Rensselaer as
Master of Ceremonies, &c. &c. The mystic rose at last sheds its fragrance in the
Masonic family of Ohio. Long may its perfume remind us of the sublime myste-
ries it symbolizes, and 2id us to keep fresh in our hearts the love of Him with
whose memory we associate it. )

The Consistory was in session four days, and finally adjourned on Friday. You
will receive an official report of course from Br. Van Rensselaer. I may however
add that it recommended Cincinnati as the place of session- and the following list
of officers :—

William B. Hubbard, of Columbus, Grand Commander ; Killian H. Van Rens-
selaer, of do. 1st Lieut. Grand Commander ; Enoch T. Carson, of Cincinnati, 2d
do. do. do. ; Francis Cleveland, of Portsmouth, M. of State ; Joseph Jonas, of Cin-
cinnati, Grand Chancellor ; Willian Greene, do. do. Grand Secretary ; John H.
Gerard, do. do., Grand Treasurer; George Hoadley, jr., do. do. Grand Master
of Ceremonies ; Charles Brown, do. do., Grand Capt. of the Guards ; George
Graham, do. do, Grand Architect; Absalom Death, do. do., Grand Standard
Bearer ; John McMakin,| of Mount Pleasant, Expert Brother ; George R. Cra-
mer and John A. Conn, of Cincinnati, Guards ; David G. Anderson, Grand Senti.
nel.

I have now received all the degrees of Masonry and its appendant Orders con-
ferred in this country, except of course the 33d, and I cannot disguise to myself the
great value of this Masonic Rite. The Rose Croix and Kadosh degrees “ took me,”
to use a slang term. And I see now bow idle it is for a man to set up as a Ma-
sonic teacher, without that knowledge of the traditions of the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Rite, and its symbolic instruction, which practical acquaintance with it
gives. Fraternally yours, &c.

Cambridge, Ohio, Jan. 8, 1854.
Br. Yan Rensaalaer was hese a few evenings since, and installed the Officers of
Cambridge Lodge and Royal Arch Chapter. The ceremonies were full and im-
pressive. The officers are worthy, and very intelligent men, and disposed to carry
out the principles of the Order, and practise what they teach. The two bodies
will compare with any in Ohio. I send you a list of Officers for publication, which
you will please give in your pages. [See Register of Officers, page 127.]
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THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE.
BY THE REV. GEORGE OLIVER, D. D.
CHAPTER XIX. .

>WILLIAM PRESTON. FROM 1777 TO 1779.

‘ Arma virumque cano,”—VIrGiL.

“ Pardon thine enemy, and have manliness of heart enough to do him good. This gener-
cus sacrifice, one of the most exalted precepts of religion, will awaken in thee the most
benignant sensations : thou wilt represent the image of the Deity, who with adorable kind-

" ness pardons the errors of men, disregarding their ingratitude, and pours down his blessings
upon them. Always recollect that this is the most glorious victory thy reason can obtain
over the brutal instincts; and thy motio be—* A Mason forgets only injuries, never bene-
fits.’”—Masoxic ExiaorTaTions: From the German.

“ I object to you strongly on the score of your procession ; and I ohject to you still more
decidedly on the score of your secret. You are a secret so-iety, held together by a strin-

gent oath ; now I hold that wherever there is mystery there is iniquity.”—7The Anii-Ma-
sonic Vicar in “Stray Leaves.” :

“Tw the earliest part of my existence,” the Square continued, * I heard the ven-
erable and excellent Bishop Hall preach, and he said, very strongly, in his
usnal antithetical manner, ¢ One man may kindle a fire which all the world can-
not quench. One plague-sore may infect a whole kingdom. One artful parti-
san will do more to seduce others into evil, than twenty just and upright men.”

“This trath will be amply verified in the following Revelations: for I have
now before me the irksome task of communicating the particulars of an unhappy
dispute between onr oldest Lodge and the Grand Lodge itself. The recollec-
tion of it is by no means pleasing; but as a most indefatigable and successful
Mason, whose name will descend with honor to posterity, was a party in the
quarrel, it must not be suppressed, for every event in the career of such a man
cannot fail to be interesting to the Frtaernity.

“ As a moveable Jewel,” continued the Square, “I became the property of Br,
Preston, in the year of poor Doctor Dodd’s misfortune. He had served the office
of R. W. M. of the Lindze of Antiquity, in the preceding year, when he pub-
lished a new edition of his celebrated Illustrations of Masonry. I assure you,
Sir, Br. Preston was no common man. He was a Scotchman by birth, and came
to London in the year 1760, soon after which he was initiated at the White Hart,
Strand, under the Constitution of the Ancienls, as they denominated themselves,
althongh in reality, their system had not been in existence more than thirty
years, and arose, as [ have already intimated, out of a schism in, and secession
from, the Grand Lodge of England. There, however, Br. Preston first saw the
light. But, being doubtful, on their own showing, whether the Brethren with
whom he was associated were not acting in defiance of legitimate authority, he
left them and procured admission into a regular Constitutional Lodge, at the Tal-
bot, Strand. From this time he devoted his attention to the principles of the
Craft, as enunciated in its Lectures, and succeeded in effecting a beneficial im-
provement in the details of the Order. .

“It will be worth our while to retrograde a little in point of time, for the pur-
pose of recording the progress of his exertions.

“ At this period a literary taste was beginning to display itself amongst all
classes of society, and Br. Preston thought that if Freemasonry was to preserve
Its standing, it must spread its roots and expand its branches deep and wide, for
the purpose of extending its capabilities to meet the exigencies of the times. To
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promote this salatary end, and to rescue the Order from the charge of frivolity,
he gave up a considerable portion of his leisure to a revision of the Lectures.

% He commenced his design by holding private meetings with his friends once
or twice a week to effect their improvement, on which occasion all the existing
rituals were discussed witl, every possible care and attention, until by the assist«
ance of some zealous friends, whoin he had deputed to visit a variety of Lodges
in different parts of the kingdom for the purpose of gaining information, he suc-
ceeded in arranging and digesting the whole of the First Lecture, To establish
is validity, he resolved to submit the progreas he had made to the judgment of
the Society at large, and on Thursday, May 2Ist, he gave a banquet at his own
expense, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, which was honored
with the presence of the Grand Officers, and many other eminent and respecta-
ble Brethren.

“ At his request the Brethren assembled early, and™ said the Square, ¢ Br.
Preston opened the business of the meeting ig words to this effect :—

«¢Brethren and friends,—I should scarcely have taken the liberty of selicitimg
your attendance here this day, had I not conceived that the general interests of
Masonry might reap essential advantages from a convocation of the chief Mem-
bers of the Craft, to consider and deliberate on 2 measure which could not take
the initiative in Grand Lodge. 1 allude to a revision of our Lodge Lectures,
which, I think, ought to keep pace with the gradual advancement of other branches
of Science, that the Fraternity may be furnished with an adequate motive for the
exercise of their assiduity and zeal. Freemasonry is the friend of Industry, and
being rather ehary of her favors, will not dispense them to the indolent or indif-
ferent Brother. If he be either too proud to learn or too listless to attend to the
general and particular business of the Lodge,there is good reason to believe that
he will never be a bright and intelligent Mason. It would have been better not
to have sought admission amongst us, than by a want of diligence to have ren-
dered his initiation unproductive of solid advantages. Whatever is worth doing
at all, is worth doing well ;y and no one can ever attain excellence in any art, hu-
man or divine, without an anxious development of the principles on which it is
founded. His heart must be in the work, or he will never succeed ; and Mason-
ry will yield neither bud, nor blossom, nor fruit—he will neither understand its
objects, or participate in its advantages. With the name of a Mason, he will
remain ignorant of its secrets, and incapable of estimating their value.

¢¢Thisis one chiefreason why so many nominal Brethren exist amongst us, who
know no more of the aim and end of the Institution thanif they had never seen the
Tight. The bright rays of truth and wisdom which illuminated their initiation,
have been quenched in darkness, and they have sacrificed at the unholy shrine of
indolence, such advantages as no other Institution has the power of offering for
their acceptance.

«¢This vapid and unsatisfactory state of things, Br. Preston continued,’ said
the Square, ¢ if I am not mistaken, would be greatly ameliorated by a reconstruc-
tion of the Lectures, and. by investing them with new charms, more iuteresting to
the imagination and more pleasing to the mind. Presuming, therefore, that the
object of the numerous and talented band ef Brethren who have done me the honor
to meet me this day for the purpose of mutual instruction, is a desire of improving
the mind and enlightening the understanding, it becomes my duty to explain the
objects which have induced me to take the liberty of soliciting your atiention at
my school of Instruction, and to offer some plain suggestions by which a know-
ledge of the Science may be attained.

¢“¢The first and most indispensable requisite for becoming a good Mason is,
regularity of attendance on the duties of the Lodge ; which will open to the view,
like the gradual approach of light to cheer and invigorate the earth on the reful-
gent morning of a summer’s day, an increasing development of the bright rays
of science, till the splendor of truth irradiates the mind, as the bursting forth of
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the orb of day spreads its glories over the face of heaven. The instruction of the
Lodge is delivered orally ; and as therefore it can only be secured by hearing,
every Lecture neglected by absence or inattention strikes a link from the chain
of knowledge. Besides, punctuality will receive an additional reward by infu-
sing that degree of ardor which is necessary for the attainment of excellence.
The erection of a magnificent building is not the work of a day; the sacrifice of
time and labor, the exercise of wisdom, strength, and beauty, patience, and con-
sideration, are necessary to complete the edifice in all its fair proportions. 8o
in Masonry, no one can store his mind with scientific knowledge by any other
process than the just application of patient industry, untiring assiduity, and a
powerfal inclination to excel ; for there is no royal road to science. The more
frequently a Brother appears in the Lodge to witness its proceedings, the greater
will be his love of Masonry, until zeal will ripen into enthusiasm, and prepare
him for promotion to the highest honors of the Craft. Every Free and Accepted
Mason, therefore, who desires to understand the elementary principles of the Or-
der, should be earnest in acquiring a competent knowledge of the Lectures. Aa
in all other sciences, this can only be accomplished by a gradual process, Hea

must take care not to begin where he ought to finish, for many excellent and well-

intentioned Brethren have failed by falling into this fatal, though very common

error.’

“Br. Preston,” said the Square, “then entered on an explanation of the pro-
cess which he had adopted in collecting information, and arranging the varioas
modes of working used in different parts of the kingdom into a connected and in-
telligible form ; and stated that his present object was to submit to the judgment
of the meeting the result of his labors, that he might have the benefit of their
united opinion on the details of the First Lecture, which was all that he had
hitherto been able to accomplish. ’

“¢I need not inform you,’” he continued, * that the Degrees of Masonry are pro-
gressive. I have constructed the series on such a principle, that the preliminary
clauses of the F'irst Lecture are simply eleméntary. They commence by a pro-
cess which is calculated to fix certain leading principles indelibly in the mind, as
stepping-stones to conduct the student gradually to a perfect understanding of
that which is to follow. My first object was a revival of the Tests. These I
have distributed into three sections, each contaxning seven questions. It is true,
they convey intrinsically no great amount of information, but they lead to mat-
ters of more importance, which would be imperfectly understood without their
assistance.’

“Here,” said the Square, “ Br. Preston repeated the formnula, and then pro-
ceeded :—

“¢A competent knowledge of some such series of examination questions,
adapted to each of the Three Degrees, constitutes an indispensable qualification
for the progress of the candidate from one step to another ; and I attach so much
value to their acquirement, that as the Master of a Lodge, I never, on any occa.
sion, pass the candidate to a superior degree until he has displayed a correct
knowledge of these certain tests of his understanding and zeal. And as every
Brother is thus necessarily acquainted with them, the candidate will find many
opportunities of receiving instruction in private, before he appears in the Lodge,
to assert his claim to another degree.

“¢ Afier I had arranged these Tests to my satisfaction,’ Br, Preston continued,
‘I'then girded up my loins to the still more arduous task of remodelling the whole
Lecture, with a careful eye to the ancient landmarks. This was a work of time
and patient industry. And when I had completed a digest of the entire Lecture,
I found that it had extended to much greater length than I anticipated ; and there-
fore, in order to facilitate its acquirement, it became necessary to re arrange the
whole into convenient portions, not only to assiat the memory, but also for the
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accommodation of Masters of Lodges, who, when pressed for time, might not be
able to deliver the entire Lecture.

% ¢ For this purpose T have divided it into sections, and subdivided each sec-
tion into clauses, a disposition which has simplified the subject, and reduced it
into a compass so narrow and easily accessible, that the application of a very
small portion of industry and zeal will suffice for mastering a competent know-
ledge of this Lecture, although it embodies the chief mysteries of the Craft, to~
gether with its reference to science and morals.

“¢1 have no hesitation in saying that any Brother who shall persevere for a
few months in studying this ritual, and shall faithfully apply it to its legitimate
purpose, will become an ardent admirer of the Science, and reap essential bene-
fits from its practice ; while, on the other hand, if any Brother shall rest content-
ed witha knowledge of the few conventional signs and tokens by which we are
distinguished as a body of men set apart from t%e rest of mankind for the purpo-
ses of benevolence and charity, and seek no farther privilege than the right of
sharing in our convivialites, his reward will be carnal instead of intellectual, and
he will have nothing but sensual pleasure for his pains, which may be purchased
in other societies at half the expense, and without the trouble and formality of
Masonic initiation.’

« At this point,”’ the Square continued, % Br. Preston deliberately repeated the
entire Lecture from end to end, amidst the reiterated applause of the Brethren.
And the commendations were not unmerited, as every one who is acquainted
with the formula will readily admit. Numerous explanations were required by
Brothers Dillon, D. G. M., Sir Peter Parker, S. G. W., Rowland Berkeley, G.
Trea.,and Hesletine, G. Sec., who were all present, as well as most of the Grand
Stewards.”” But these particulars, though the Square might consistently reveal
them to me, cannot be placed on record here.

“ After the Lecture had been discussed seriatim, and approved,” said the
Square, “ Br. Preston concluded with an oration, which was printed in the first
edition of his celebrated Masonic work.

“The Brethren then adjourned to the banquetting room, where they found a
band of music, and a table spread with every delicacy the season could afford.
It was indeed a most magnificent affair, and nobly did Br. Preston regale his
friends. Afler the table was clefred, and dessert and wine introduced, the con-
versation took its tone from the especial business of the day, and considering the
talents and high station in Masonry of the company present, was an intellectual
treat of no common order.

“These preliminary exertions on the part of our worthy Brother,” said my
amusing companion, “I became acquainted with incidentally, for they occurred
before I had the hohor of being introduced to him. His singular activity and vig-
or in the government of a Lodge was celebrated throughout the Fraternity, and -
had contributed to heap honors and commendations upon him, to which I must
add, in justice to his memory, he was fairly entitled. When I was first suspend-
ed from his collar, he held the office of Defputy Grand Secretary, which occupied
much of his time. He executed the chief part of the correspondence; entered
the minutes ; attended committees ; issued summonses ; drew out and printed ab-
stracts of petitions ; compiled the calendars, &c. - .

« All this labor he performed gratuitously for two years, and he was further em-
ployed by the Hall Committee to search the Grand Lodge Books, and make con-
densed extracts from the minutes, and lo arrange and digest them as an appendix
to a projected Book of.Constitutions. Such an incessant demand on his time was
prejudicial to his health, and a transient dispute with Br. Hesletine, the Grand
Secretary, originating in some misunderstanding about the publication of his Il-
lustrations of Masonry, indnced him to resign the office. The circumstances
which led to this unfortunate disagreement are easily enumerated.”
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REGISTER OF OFFICERS.

63AND LODGE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

GC. H. Jordan, M. D., G. M.
!W. P. Taylor, D. G. M.
P. Adams, S. G. W.
'J. H. Moore,J. G. W,
'C. W. D. Hutchings, G. T.
W. T. Bain, G. Sec.

Rev. James Reid, G. Chap.
Joseph Green, S. G. D.

E. lt. Stanley, J. G. D.

KNOXVILLE i'.ODGE, EKNOXVILLE, ILL.

Harmon G. Reynolds, W. M.
C.C. Palmer, S. W,

Isaac B. West,J. W,

T. T. Parmenter, Treas.

John S. Winter, Sec.

M. G. Smith, S. D.

Sylvester Stevens, J. D.
Joseph Cooper, Tyler.

HOREB CHAPTER, KNOXVILLE,. ILL

L. C. Layne, M. D., H. P.
C. C. Paimer, King.
?{lvesler Stevens, Scribe.
. G. Reynolds, C. H. and Sec.
N. D. Morse, P. S.
J. M. Wi, R, A. C.
. 8. Hitcheock, Tyler.

ILLINOIS COUNCIL, KNOXVILLE, ILL.

Cyrus C. Palmer, T. I. G. M.
John Carlin, D. 1. G M.

W. Monroe Mason, P. C, W.
Isaac B. West, Treas.

H. G. Reynolds, Recorder.

8. Stevens, Capt. Guard.

M. G. Smith, Steward.

A. Brewer, Sentinel.

MERRIMACK LODGE, HAVERHILL, MS.

Rufus Longley, W. M.

Elbridge G. Eaton, S. W.

'l‘|mol;\{ J. Goodrich, J. W,
Isaac Harding, Treas, -
John Edwards, Sec.
Rafus T. Slocomb, S. D.
Ebeor. D. Bailey, J. D.
Joseph W. Aborn, Marshal,

- Barzilai Davis, S. S.
Andrew{Johnson, J. D.
James Ayer, Tyler.

CAMBRIDGE LODGE, CAMBRIDGE, 0HIO,
M. Gaston, W. M.
N.Talbut, S. W.
C Suit, J. W.
W. McDonald, ‘Treas.

_Galloway, 8. D.
William Lo and, J. D.

ST. JOHN’S LODGE, PROVIDENCE, R. I.

J. A. D. Joslin, W. M.
James Hutchinson, S. W.
J. B. Borden, J. W.
A. C. Hawes, Treas.
William C. Barker, Sec.
John P. Walker, S. D.
jagesB p.bRichardson, J. D.
. G. Bixby,
A. B. Hawes, Stewards.
Samuel D. Swan, Organist,
E. B. White, Tyler.

ELMIRA CHAPTER, ELMIRA, N. Y.

'Thonas C. Edwards, High Priest.
A. G. R?'nolds, King.

William F. Reeder, Secribe.

John J. Nicks, C. of H.
James S. French, P. S.
Charles W, Duan, R. A. C.
Isaac Reynolds, Treas.
Thomas Maxwell, Sec.
Samuel Riker, Guard.

ST. OMER’S ENCAMPM'T, ELMIRA, N. Y.

Sir Thomas C. Edwards, M. E. G. Com.
*“ Henry D. Rice, Gen.

‘¢ Jotham Purdy, Capt. Gen.

* Rev. William H. Goodwin, Prelate.

“ Edward T. Hubbell, S. W.

‘ Henry F. Sweetser, J, W,

* Squire Newton, Treas.

“ Thomas Maxwell, Rec.

% Rev.C. Greatsinger, St. Bearer.

“ Jsaac Rowe, Sw. Bearer.

* Whitney Gates, Warder.

—_— ’

CAMEBERIDGE, R. ARCH CHAPTER, CAM~
BRIDGE, OHIO.

M. Gaston, High Priest.

Robert McMillon, King.

William White, Scribe.

William Wagstaff, C. of H.

William Manhall, P S. §

N. Talbut, R. A. C.

Z. C. Suit,

W. Maynard, > M. of V.

J. Hant,

W. McDonald, Treas.

C. L. Madison, Sec.

J. C. Hunter, Tyler.

PENOBSCOT LODGE, DEXTER, ME.

J. M. Russ, W. M.
Thomas Brown, S, W.
William Morgan, J. W,
William Scott, Treas.
J. Croshy, See.

R, Flanders, 8. D.

J. Martin, J. D.

J. C. Hunter, Tyler.

L. Morgan,
T. Rogrgrs: z Stewards.
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Cuarvoerror  WarworTH.—The com-
mittee of correspondence in the Grand Chap-
ter of Arkansas, notice the election of this
distinguished civilian to the office of Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of New York,
as follows :—

¢ Brother R. H. Walworth, late Chancel-
lor of New York, has been elected Grand
Master of New York; an election upon
which we congratulate the Brethren of that
jurisdiction. We quote from certain re-
marks addressed by him to the Grand Lodge,
the following clear and accurate definition of
Masonic duty, in regard to tke offences of
the Brethren : ¢ It is the duty of Masons, as
well as of christians, to throw the broad
mantle of charity over 1he imperfections and
frailties of their Brethren; yet neither
should ever permit themselves to extend its
ample folds for the purpose of screening those
who have degraded themselves, and dis-
turbed the peace of society by their crimes.”

O5~We are receiving frequent applica-
tions from Brethren at a distance, for odd
Nos. of the Magazine, to enable them to per-
fect their volumes. We in all cases send
the missing Nos. when we have them on
hand. When they are not so sent, our,cor-

pondeants will pl to consider that we
have not got them. We give this notice to
avnid the necessity of writing in answer to
such applications.

@7 The answer to the inquiries proposed
by our correspondent at Alexandria, were
given in the September No. of this Maga-
zine, We have not a copy of that No. or
would send it. The substance of the an-
swer was that the majority may expell—eve-
ry member should vote—if any are excused,
the defendant is entitled to the benefit of
their absence in the count—actual members
only can vote—the accused cannot vote.

Dr. Oliver's Ancient -Landmarks.—~We
have a few copies of this elaborate work, in
two large volumes, London fine edition, on
hand, for sale. Also, the *Book of the
Lodge,” and * Mirror of the Johannite Ma-
sons,” by the same author,

I3 We learn from the Union, that St.
John’s day, Dec. 27, was appropriately oh-
served by the various Masonic bodies at
Troy, N. Y., in the dedication of the new
and beautiful hall, which they have recently
fitted up for Masonic purposes. The cere-
monies of dedication were performed by the
M. W, Grand Master, Hon. R. H. Walworth,
assisted by P. G. M. Hon. John D. Willard,
and other distinguished Brethren. The ad-
dress on the occasion, was delivered by Bro.
C. L. McArthur, of Troy, and is highly
spoken of.

Popular Periodicals.—Alexander Mont-
gomery, 17 Spruce street, New York, is pub-
lishing two of the best and most valuable
popular monthly periodicals in the country,
namely, the “lllustrated Magazine of Art,”
and the “ Popular Educator.” We recom-
mend both as eminently worthy of patron-
age. Frederick Parker, 35 Washington st.,
is the agent for this city.

Masonic Reunion.—Ourrespected Brother,
Col. Joux T. HeArp, who has recently heen
elected Master of Columbian Lodge, of this
city, received his Masonic friends at his ele-
gant residence in Louisburg Square, on the
evening of the 15th ult. About fifty Breth-
ren were present, and the occasion was one
of much social and fraternal interest. Such
reunions are the poetry of life.

05”We learn that & Grand Encampment
for the State of Pennsylvania, was organ-
ized at Pittshurg, on the 4th of January last-
Sir W, W. Wilson, of Pittshurg, G. Master ;
J. B. Musser, D. G. M.; John Biercer, G.
Gen. Andrew Patrick, G. C. Gen.: Rev.
Noble Gillespee, G. Prelate; J. W, Hailman,
G. 8. W, ; J. R. Griffith, G. J. W.; George
Passmore, G. Rec. ; William Thorndell. G.
Treas. ; Thomas Dovagn, G. St. B. : D. Zim-
merman, G. Sw. B. ; William Wolf, Warder.

0G™Br. M. Boullemet, bookseller, Mobile,
Ala. is an authorized agent for this Maga-
zine and the Trestle-Board, copies of which
may be found at his store.

"' —_
i7" For Sale—A set of this Magazine, in

plain strong binding, 12 volames, suitable
for a Masonic Library.
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WHO ARE PAST MASTERS?

Wao are Past Masters, in the true and legitimate acceptation of the
term? We have answered this inquiry, we do not know how often, and
still it is made ; and it will probably continue to be made, if not of us, of
others, until the Grand Lodges in the country shall settle it, once and for
all time, so far as it is applicable to them and the Lodges under their con-
trol, by incorporating its true answer into their Constitutions. It will con-
tinue to come up ; because, young, intelligent, and inquiring minds, who
feel an interest in the answer, are continually pressing forward into our
Institution, and taking their appropriate places with the active members
of our Lodges. N

Among this class of our Brethren, a spirit of inquiry has been dwaken-
ed, which, if it were possible, it would be neither generous nor wise to
discourage or repress, even though we should thereby sometimes avoid the
necessity of repeating our own words, or answering questions which, to
more experienced minds (Masonically speaking), are in themselves so
plain and simple, as seemingly to be unworthy of serious attention.

It by no means follows, however, that apparently simple questions are
the most easily answered, or the best understood, even by old and expe-
rienced Brethren. The inquiry at the head of this article furnishes a good:
illustration of this. Clear in its terms and simple in its inception, it has
become, from a variety of causes, complex in its nature. It is now
presented to us, embarrassed with extraneous conditions, and in a two-
fold character. Before any complete and sufficient answer can, there-
fore, be given, it becomes necessary to analyze it, and define its parts, and

17
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to show -the relation which exists between them, as well as the appropriate -
sphere and purposes of each. This would be an easy matter, but for two

considerations, namely—first, that intelligent Brethren differ in their

opinions respecting the true relations of these parts, or whether in reality

such a two-fold character exists; and, secondly, that the practice in re-

spect to the privileges which the degree, as a whole, confers on the recip-

ient, is as much at variance as the opinions. It is this condition of the

question which has perplexed our correspondent, and led him to propose

the following interrogatories :— ‘

1. What constitutes a Past Master ?

¢ 2. Does the receiving the degree of Past Master as conferred in the Chapter, do
this ¢

¢ 3. If this be so, then, is a Past Master, so made, thereby qualified, all other
things being equal, to fill the Chair in a subordinate Lodge, or an office in the
Grand Lodge, one of the prerequisites of which is, that the officer shall be a Past
Master ¢” .

1. As has already been intimated, we can arrive at an intelligible an-
swer to the first and second of these inquiries, only by considering the
Past Master’s degree with reference to its two-fold character, namely, asan
intercalary and preparatory degree in the Chapter, and as a qualification
for the presiding Master of a Craft Lodge. Looking at the question from
this stand-point, we answer, that a Brother who has taken the degree as
conferred in the Chapters, is a Past Master, in a qualified sense, and
with reference to his connection with Royal Arch Masonry. Under that
organization, he is entitled to all the privileges which its possession con-
fers. The rule of the Chapters, in this country, requires that the candi-
date for the Royal Arch degree shall, previously to his exaltation, possess
the Past Master’s degree. 'T'o carry this rule out in its ancient strictness,
would reduce the Chapters and their members to a very limited number ;
for, in that case, none but actual Past Masters of Craft Lodges, would be
eligible as candidates. To meet this difficulty, the Chapters,—whether
wisely or not, is now immaterial,—have resorted to an ingenious fiction,
by which they are enabled to evade this rule of their Order, and confer
the Royal Arch degree without restriction as to numbers. For this pur-
pose only, is the Past Master’s degree tolerated in the Chapters. But
when so given, it confers no privileges that can, as of right, he asserted, or
made available, in'a Lodgé or Grand Lodge of ancient Craft Masonry.
To admit the opposite principle, would be to admit the right of the Chap-
ters to impose conditions on the Grand Lodges, in the exercise of their
powers and the distribution of their privileges. This then is the answer
which Royal Arch Masonry gives to the first and second inquiries of our
correspondent
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2. Ancient Craft Masonry gives another and more satisfactory answer,
in the following words,:— E )

A Brother who, having been duly elected and installed, has served one term,‘ as
Master of a Lodge, working under the jurisdiction and authority of some Grand
Lodge, is alone entitled to the rank and privileges of a Past Master.”

This answer says nothing of the Past Master’s degree; for, ancient
Craft Masonry knows nothing of any such degree. The credit of that
invention rightfully belongs to the Chapters. The essentials and the cere-
monies, which they have appropriated and dignified with the name of a
degree, Craft Masonry claims ‘as iis own.. They are the legitimate prop-
erty of its installation service, and the rightful inheritance of the presiding
Masters of its Lodges. They havé been wrongfully wrested from it ; but
it yields to the necessity which that wrong imposes, witlr a commendable
gracefulness and forbearance. Tempora mutantur et mutatur in illis.
Nevertheless, the only answer which, as ancient Craft Masonry, it can
give to the inquiry of our correspondent, is, that a Past Master is a Brother
who, having been duly elected and installed, has presided as Master over
one of its Lodges. It knows no other Past Masters than those who have

- served in the capacity of presiding Masters of Lodges which it has itself
constituted and authorized. This is the answer of ancient Masonry ; and
it is the only answer which a Grand Lodge, adhering, strictly and liter-
ally, to the ancient rule and usage, can properly recognize. It is the
only answer known to the Grand Lodge of England, and, so far as we
are informed, the only one known to any Grand Lodge, out of the United
States, organized on the basis of ancient York Masonry,as understood
and practised in this country and in England. Other rites are governed
by laws peculiar to themselves, and they may entertain a different princi-
ple. But with them we have nothing to do, in the discussion of questions
predicated on the laws and usages of the rite we,as ancient Craft Masons,
recognize and practice.

3. We proceed to the consideration of the third interrogatory submitted
by our correspondent. As in the case of the two preceding inquiries, this
is not without its difficulties. A practice has obtained in this country,
which is at variance with both the letter and spirit of the ancient usage.
This necessarily embarrasses the answer. It may, however, be safely re-
peated, in reference to the first branch of the inquiry, that the mere act of
receiving what is called the Past Master’s degree in a Chapter, per se,
confers no qualifications or privileges on the recipient, that can be made
available to his advantage in a Craft Lodge. This proposition does not
we think admit-of controversy: It follows, therefore, that in case the by-
laws of the Liodge require, in the absence of the Master, that any specific
duty,—as the installation of the officers, the presiding on public occasions,
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or the conferring of the degrees,—shall be performed by a Past Master, a
Brother who has received the degree in a Chapter, is no better qualified,
simply from that circumstance, nor has he different or stronger claims to
the privilege, than any other private member of the Lodge. He is not
a Past Master of that or any other Lodge, within the true and proper
meaning of the term. Any other construction of the rule would be to
travel out of the record of ancient Craft Masonry, and concede to a for-
eign body, the right to confer privileges on young and inexperienced
members, which can be acquired in the Lodge, by old and experienced
membeys, only by virtue of election, and as rewards for patient industry,
acknowledged qualifications, and acceptable services. Such a construction
of the rule cannot be admitted, without compromising the independence
- of the Lodge, and the equity which should govern all its proceedings.

Before leaving this branch of the inquiry, it may be proper to notice a
practice which has obtained in many of our Lodges, and which, to a lim-
ited extent, would seem to be a recognition of the validity of the ceremo-
nies given in the Chapters as the Past Master’s degree.

We have before intimated that the essentials of the degree, as given in
the Chapter, legitimately and of right belong to the installation service of
of the Lodge, from which they have been taken. They constitute a part of
the ceremony of inducting the Master electinto his office, and are referred
to by Brother Preston, in the following words :—* The new Master is then ’
conducted to an adjacent room, where he is regularly installéd, and bound
to histrust in ancient form, in the presence of at least three installed Mas-
ters.” The intelligent Past Master will comprehend the true intent of this
language, though the terms employed in the quotation, would ‘seem to im-
ply that the whole ceremony of installing the Master, was anciently per-
formed in an ¢ adjacent room ;” “but what follows in the installation ser-
vice, negatives any such supposition. No other ceremonies were there .
performed than those which are now practised, when necessity requires, in
apartments adjacent to our own Lodge rooms, and which are also sub-
stantially given in the Chapters, as the Past Master’s degree. Hence it
is that in the installation of a Master elect, the quasi Past Masters of the

. Chapters, are not always excluded from witnessing, and indeed are not
unfrequently invited to aid, in this part of the ceremony. Hence, also, the
practice to which we particularly refer, of omitting the ceremony alto-
gether, when the Brother to "be installed has received the Past Master’s
degree as given in the Chapters. To this extent therefore, it would
seem, that the Lodges, where the practice prevails, recognize the valid-
ity of the action of the Chapters. Whether this omission of the ceremo-
ny, in view of the ancient custom of the Craft, be justifiable and proper,
may be regarded as an open question. It is not practised in England,

[N
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nor is it permissible in all parts of our own country. Were a member,
as one of three actual Past Masters of his Lodge, (neither being Royal
Arch Masons), to be cdlled on to install a successor to the Chair, he would,
doubtless, be justifiable in denying the presence of a Chapter Past Master
during the performance of this part of the ceremony ; for, though he
might go into an examination of the Brother, with reference to his qualifi-
cations in this particular, he could have no sufficient assurance that his
knowledge had been acquired in a manner to authorize his recognition of it
as valid for the purpose claimed. Now, if he could not, under these cir-
cumstances, recognize such a Brother as a legit'mate Past Master, could
he do so under any circumstances ; knowing, that if he possessed the se-
crets of the Chair, he had not acquired his knowledge of them in the
only lawful way known to him as a Master in ancient Craft Masonry?
The modern practice would probably sustain him in accepting the fiction.
for the reality ; but the rule of ancient Craft Masonry does not deal in
fictions. It therefore knows those only as Rast Masters who have presided
over its own regularly constituted and authorized Lodges.

This brings us to the second branch of the inquiry, namely, whether
the receiving the Past Master’s’ degree in a Chapter, qualifies the recip-
ient (in the restricted sense in which the term is used) to fill an office in
the Grand Lodge, one of the prerequisites of which is that the incumbent

.shall be a Past Master?

Here, agair, the practice is at variance with the rule, and the fiction is
accepted for the reality. The distinction between the constitutional
Past Master of the Lodge, and the quast Past Master of the Chapter,
is lost sight of. And so general has this practice become, in this coun-
try, that any attempt to return to the strictness of the ancient rule,
would probably be attended with much difficulty, if not found to
be wholly impracticable. But with this we have nothing to do. Our
present business is with rule, and not with any erroneous practice that
has grown up under it. The latter we leave to the correction of those
who possess the power to correct it. Taking the rule, then, in its ancient
strictness and true interpretation, as our stand-point, we answer to this
branch of the inquiry of our correspondent, as we have intimated in anoth-
ef place, that the receiving the Past Master’s degree in the Chapter, does
not invest the recipient with the official qualification contemplated by the
ancient regulations of Craft Masonry, in requiring that certain offices in
the Grand Lodge, shall be filled only by Past Masters of Lodges. To
this point we quote from those old Charges, generally known as the “An-
cient Constitutions” of Masonry, as follows :— .

“No Brother can be a Warden of a Lodge until he has passed the part of & Fel-
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low Craft (Master Mason) ; nor a Master until he has acted as a Warden,¥ nor
Grand Warden until he has been Master of a Lodge, nor Grand Master, unless he
has been a Fellow Craft (Master Mason), before his election, who is also to be -no-
bly botn, or a gentleman of the best fashion, or some eminent scholar, or some cu-
rious urchxtect. or other artizan, descended of honest pa.rents, and who is of singu-
lar great merit in the opinion of the Lodges.”

We presume there can no doubt arise in the mind of any intelligent
Mason, as to the true meaning of the word Lodge, as here employed.
When these old charges were written, Royal Arch Chapters, and Past
Master’s Lodges, at least as at present existing, were unknown.
Masonry was then in its ancient purity, and consisted of three’ degrees,
only. Nothing further is therefore required to show that the term did not,
as it could .not, apply to the quasi Lodges of the Chapters. It follows,
then, beyond controversy, that the requirement of these regulations (and
they are the irrevocable-laws of ancient Masonry), is, first, that a Brother
shall be a Master Mason, and, secondly, that he shall have presided over
a Lodge of Craft Masons, in the legitimate sense of the term, before he
can be eligible to election as a Warden of the Grand Lodge.

In the case of the Grand Master, another rule obtains, and for reasons
of policy, which are sufficiently indicated*by the terms of the rule itself.
It was, and still is, as a general thing, regardecf as a wise provision, that the
Grand Lodge should be left at liberty to avail itself of the best talent
and highest character which it can command, in its chief officer.
But, with the far-reaching.wisdom that characterizes all these old regula-
tions, the rule provides, as an offset for any technical deficiencies in the
Grand . Master, that his Wardens shall be experienced and practical
Masons,—that they shall have been working Masters of Craft Lodges.

In the case of the Deputy Grand Master, the rule is equally clear, as
follows_:—* For the better, and easier, and more honorable discharge of
his office, the Grand Master has a power to choose his own Deputy Grand
Master, who must be then, or must have been formerly, the Master of a
particular Lodge”—not a Lodge of Chapter Past Masters, for the experi-
ence so acquired could bé of no service to the Grand Master in the dis-
charge of his duties, but of a working Lodge of Craft Masons ; such, only,
as were known and recognized by the Grand Lodge.

.But this article is growing under our hands to an inconvenient length,
and we must bring it to a close. What has been said, will be found, we
trust, sufficient to show who are Past Masters,under the regulations of an-
cient Craft Masonry, and according to the letter and spirit of the Masonic
Constitutions.  If we have been successful in this respect, then we think

*The present practice is equally at variance with this rule, to the great demment of our
Lodges, and prejudice of the Institution.
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our correspondent will have no difficulty in arriving at the conclusion, that
the receiving of the Past Master’s degrep in a Chapter, confers no privi-
leges on the recipient that can properly be made available, under the old
regulations, in a subordinate or Grand Lodge of ancient Freemasonry.
The corollary of the matter is as follows: The receiving of the
Past Master’s degree in the Chapter, confers upon the recipient, all other
things being satisfactory, the privilege of receiving the R. Arch degree, and
qualifies him for admission, as a candidate, into some other branches ofthe
Order. Here the purposes of the degree terminate, and its privileges
cease. A Past Master, in Craft Masonry, is qualified and privileged, by
virtue of his_position, to preside over and perform all the functions and
duties which properly belong to the Master of a symbolic or-Craft Lodge
of Master Masons, and to fill any office in the Grand Lodge to which. his
Brethren may see fit to elect him. As we have befofe said, a different
practice has obtained to a wide extent in this country. Whether that
practice be wise or not, is a question we are not now called upon to con-
sider. Our individual opinion favors a return to the old rule, being con-
vinced that if it were strictly adhered to, our Grand Lodges would be far bet-
ter and more efficiently officered than they are at present. But the rule
should not stop in its application to the Grand Lodges. We would carry
it out in its entirety, and bring the subordinate Lodges back to a¢policy
founded in wisdom—a strict adherence to which is due to their own. best
interests, -

DIVISION OF THE GRANDLODGE OF N. YORK.

SiNcE our last issue we have received several private letters, from in-
telligent and influential sources in different sections of the country, com-
mendatory of the views heretofore urged in our pages against the propo-
sed division of the Grand Lodge of New York, and anxiously solicitous to
know what will probably be the result of the action of that Grand Body,
at its ensuing annual communication. It is of caurse impossible for us to
answer such inquiries with any degree of positive assurance ; but if our
opinion be of any consequence to the Brethren who propose them, we have
1o hesitation in saying, that the division will not take place,—at least not
by agreement of parties. And this opinion is founded, not so much on
any definite information as to the relative strength of the friends and op-
ponents of the measure, as on our knowledge of the conservative charac-
ter and influence of the old and leading Brethren who are connected with
the body, and whose counsels will still command the respect and confi-

_ dence of a large majority of those who' have long been accustomed
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tolook to them for direction, in all matters affecting the character and

foreign relations of their Grand Lodge. In sudden out-breaks, and on

warmly contested questions of local policy, thes wise counsel of these

Brethren may be again, as they often have been, disregarded or positively

rejected ; but in the consideration of broad questions, like the present, in- -
volving the integrity of the body, its position and relations as a constituent

and influential member of the great Masonic family of the country, even

rash and impulsive minds will hesitate, and instinctively look to _their

seniors, whose wisdom they have tried, and in whose integrity they bave

confidence, for counsel and direction.

The proposed division of the Grand Lodge of New York is not a local
question. It is one in which every Grand Lodge in this country has and
feels a deep interest. To them its correct decision is of grave importance.
The integrity of their own organizations, and the relations which they
have heretofore sustained to each other, are necessarily to some extent in-
volved, and may be seriously affected by the result, should it be adverse
to the existing policy. They cannot therefore, be regarded in the light of
indifferent spectators. One of them has already declared its opinions as
against the division, and indicated its policy should it take place. Others
will follow when occasion offers, and to the same purpose. Our Breth-
ren in New York will not disregard these intimations, however strongly
their feelings may be enlisted in the subject. When the time for action
comes, the more discreet and intelligent among the present advocates of
the measure, will be found on the side of cautious counsels and a conser-
vative policy ; because, their interests all lie there—if from no bigher mo-
tive. ’

But the opinion we have given does not rest on these considerations
alone. There are others which may perhaps be entitled to more weight.
They lie in, and will therefore require a brief recital of the history of the
proposed measure to develop them. The first formal or official step in
the case was taken at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge in
June last, when a committee was_appointed, consisting of five members
from the city and five from the country, (to which the M. W, Grand Mas-
ter WaLworre was subsequently added,) with instructions to take the
subject into consideration, and, if they should determine on a division, to
report a plan by which the object can be most equitably and satisfactorily
accomplished.  This committee were allowed one year,-or until the next
ensuing annual communication, to make their report. We learn that they
have held several sessions since their appointment, at which the subject
has been fully and ably discussed. One of the sessions we are informed
continued two days, seven members of the committee being present.
The final vote in the committee was taken at Albany in January. Eight
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members were present—ihree absent. At this meeting a resolution
was offered and -adopted, by a vote of six in the affirmative to two in
the negative, declaring that a division is inexpedient, and that ¢ there
should be but one Grand Lodge in the State of New York, to continue, as
it is, the representative and head of the whole Masonic Fraternity” of the
State. The vote of the-members from the city was divided, two voting
for, and two against the resolution,—one being absent. At a subsequent
meeting, a sub-committee, consisting of the Hons. R. H. Walworth, John
. Van Buren, and John D. Willard, was appointed to draft a report, in ac-
cordance with the decision of the committee, to be preserited to the Grand
Lodge in June next. The labor of drawing the report will of course fall
on Chancellor Walworth, as chairman of the sub-committee, and it could
not have fallen into safer or abler hands. We regard the vote in the com-
mittee as a clear indication of what will be the result in Grand Lodge.
Such, mainly are the grounds on which our opinion is predicated, when
we say, in answer to the inquiries of our correspondents, that the Grand
Lodge of New York will not be divided,—at least not by agreement of par-
ties, or vote of the bedy. What else may occur time will develop.

THE ARKANSAS REPORT.

WE had occasion in our last to complain of the: committee on Masotiic
jurisprudence in the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, for an unjustifiable per-
version of our language, or, more correctly speaking, for attributing to us,
in a pretended extract from our pages, statements and inferences we never
made, and for which we were in no sense responsible,—statements in-
deed, directly opposed to our often declared views on the subject to which
they referred. We felt indignant at such treatment, and so expressed our-
selves, though reluctant to believe that the intelligent Brother who drew
the report was the author of the injustice ; and we now take great pleas-
ure in transferring to our pages the following explanation of the matter,
from a private note received from him since our last publication :—

“You are right in supposing that the committee on Masonic law and uvsage of
the Grand Chapter of Arkansas, did not intend to misrepresent you. What they
quoted, as written by you, on the subject of the Royal and Select Masters’ de-
grees, was copied by them from the report of a committee on foreign correspond-
ence of a G. Chapter, (I think, but am not sure of #), and the words, “ which
Proves that the Select degrees are 465 years older than the Royal Arch degree ;
agd were instituted at the completion of the first Temple,” were there quoted as
Your language. There being no reference to any particular volume or page of
your M:gazine, we could not verify the quotation; but naturally supposed it
correct. :

*Not finding the quotation in the proceedings of this body, we omit the name,—Edilor.
. 18
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CURIOUS MASONIC CLOCK.

Ar the Banquet following the annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Dorset, at Wareham, England, in August last,—at which the R. W. Brother
WiLLiam Tucker, Esq., the late talented and accomplished Grand Master of the
Province, presided with his vsual ability,—Brother William Hancock, of Wey-
mouth, exhibited an exceedingly curious and beautiful Masonic Clock. The dial
was the design of Brs. Tucker and Hancock, by the latter of whom it was exe-
cuted, as was also the case. “ The works of the cock which is an eight-day one,
striking the hours and quarters, were supplied by Br. Vincent, jeweller, of Wey-
mouth, and are of excellent and substantial workmanship. The back-ground of
the dial represents a cloudy canopy, on which is emblazoned in gold the eagle of
the 33d Degree in Masonry, the Triple Cross of Salem, with an inscription,
¢ William Tucker, Sovereign Inspector General,” and the Pelican of the 18th De-
gree. On each side are pillars surmounted with celestial and terrestrial globes,
and at the bottom are seven stars, the jewel of the R. W. G. M. of Dorset, and
the Mark jewel. The dial is composed of four different circles, the first or outer
circle being black, on which the minutes are shown by white equilateral trian-
gles, and the hours by rhomboids. The next is purple, with the hour: in old Eng-
lish Jetters of gold. The third is vermilion, with the working tools of the first
three degrees in Masonry, corresponding to the figures in the hour eircle. There
is also a representation of the First Grand Offering at the bottom, and the Cross
of the 18th Degree on the top. The fourth circle is azure, with the signs of the
zodiac, also emblazoned in gold. Inthe middle of the dial is the mosaic pave-
ment in black and white, with its border and tassels and a blazing star (in gold)
in the centre. On one side is a ladder consisting of three steps, on the other
side a circle and parallel lines. At the top, resting on a pavement, is placed the
Ark of the Covenant with the All-seeing Eye, and at the bottom a figure of Time
with the motto Tempus Sfugit. Outside these last-mentioned emblems is a con-
tinuation of the cloudy canopy. A cable surrounds the whole and forms a fifth
circle inside the others. The hour hand is formed to represent a sprig of acacia,
and the minute hand an ear of corn. The general design of the case is after the
ancient Doric order. In the base is a panel containing a representation of the
tracing board of the 1st Degree of Masonry, elaborately carved in relief, sur-
rounded by an indented border, with the emblems of the four cardinal virtues at
the corners. The frieze is ornamented with the jewels of the various Provincial
officers; and resting on the cornice, are the three great lights of Masoary—the
Sacred Volume, the Square, and Compasses. The feet represent pomegranates.
At the back of the case is placed the key-stone of Mark-Masonry, with the crest
of the Prov. Grand Master in the centre.”

We do not understand that the maker of this ingenious and beautiful piece of
mechanism, had any other specific purpose in view in the making of it than to
display his ingenuity and gratify his friends, and in both these respects he seem®
to have succeeded to their entire satisfaction, and his own credit.
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REGULATIONS FOR LODGES.

Tre following concise rures will be found convenient to presiding Masters,
in the government of their Lodges, and perhaps useful to young and inexperien-
ced members in the regulation of their own conduct. They are, we think, con-
sistent with Masonic usage ; and in respect to the propriety of them we presume
there can be little or no difference of opinion among intelligent Brethren. They
were compiled by a Brother in a distant State for the use of the Lodges under his
charge. Having, however, taken the liberty to make a few alterations in them,
we do not feel at liberty to throw the responsibility of the amendments upon
him by giving his name :—

1—Petitions for Initiation, Advancement and Membership, must be handed inon
the day or night designated in the By-Laws as the stated monthly meeting, and lie
over until the next stated monthly meeting, unless otherwise provided for by dis-
pensation.
2.—The secret ballot, or right of a member to vote secretly, must be inviolate
and unimpaired. Every member in balloting upon a petition may vote as he
thinks proper, and he cannot be caused to divulge how he.voted, nor can he be
questioned at all, or called on to give a reason for his vote.

3.—No petition can be withdrawn, unless the report of the investigating commit.
tee be favorable.

4.—No candidate can be advanced in less time than one month, unless he is about
to leave the State, when a dispensation may be obtained in his favor.

5.—Degrees may be conferred at called or special meetings; but no other busi-.
ness can be transacted except that specified in the notification, of which due notice
must be given to all the members, if practicable.

6 —No other business can be transacted at any meeting to which the Lodge may
be called off, except such as was announced or begun on the day or night of the sta=
ted monthly meeting and could not be finished ; and such unfinished business must be
specified on the minutes, and d to the members present, when the Lodge is
called off.

7.—The minutes of a preceding Lodge cannot be altered by any subsequent Lodge,
nor can any of its acts be reconsidered. If any change or alteration is desired, it
must be submitted to the Lodge by a Resolution, for its action.

8.—No Vote or Resolution of a subordinate Lodge is valid, if it conflicts with the
Constitution, Usages or Regulations, established for the government of the Frater-
nity ; nor any By-Law or amendment, until approved by the Grand Lodge.

9.—No Section or Article of the By-Laws can be suspended for any purpose, ex-
cept by Dispensation.

10.—No case can be considered emergent, unless the applicant is about to remove
permanently from the State, or to travel in foreign countries, or going to sea.

11.—Elections cannot be held except on the days designated in the By-Laws.

12.—If the Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, are all absent, the Lodge cannot
be opened, unless a Dispensation is obtained.

13. A regular Warden may preside and confer degrees and transact the legitimate
business of the Lodge, in the absence of the Master, although he isnot a Past Master.
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14.—A Past Master has no authority in a Lodge, but what is bestowed on him
by the courtesy of the then presiding officer of the Lodge. :

15.—A Master of the Lodge cannot authorize or deputise a Past Master to open
the Lodge in his absence, or conduct its labors, to the exclusion of a regular War-
_den present, as the Warden succeeds to all the duties of the Master in his absence.
16.—The decision of the Master of the Lodge, upon any question or point, is final
and conclusive, and there is no appeal from 1t except to the Grand Lodge or Grand
Master.

PUBLIC INSTALLATION AT ZANESVILLE,
OHIO.

W learn from the Zanesville Courier, of January 18th, that on the Thursday
previous, the Brethren of that place, afforded their friends an opportunity to wit-
ness the installation ceremonies appropriate to the Lodge, Chapter and Encamp-
ment, and to listen to any excellent address from our talented Brolher, Hon.
WiLLiam B. HusBARD, of Columbus. The Courier says :—

The several bodies met at different places, and having collected, formed a pro-
cession in their usual order—the lower degrees taking precedence in the order of
March, the Knights with their gorgeous regalia and richly emblazoned banners,
bearing symbolical devices, emblematical of their peculiar tenets, bringing up the
rear. In this order the procession moved to Odd Fellows’ Hall, where a halt be. .
. ing ordered, the inferior degrees stood in open order, permitting the Knights and

Royal Arch Masons to pass through the avenue ; thus the order of arrangement
was reversed, and the highest degrees allowed to occupy the seats in the hall near-
est the presiding officers of the day.

Although the weather was inclement, the Hall was comfortably filled with spec-
tators, the greater part of whom remained during the long ceremonies, interested
witnesses of the pageant and attentive listeners to the recitation of . the beautiful
ritual.

The audience were delighted with the fine music of our Zanesvnlle band, which
performed with their usual ability at stated intervals in the course of the proceed- -
ings. We were entranced by the sweet vocal music of the choir, as they discoursed
melodious harmony. The selection of the pieces by the Choir exhibited excellent
artistic taste, and the appropriateness of the poetic sentiments to the occasion,
struck us forcibly.

After the opening prayer by P. G. M. Kreider, of Lancaster, the officers of Ami-

ty Lodge, No. 5, were installed by the same gentleman, assisted by S. P. Barrere as

Deputy Grand Master. .

The officers of Zanesville Royal Arch Chapter, No. 9, were next installed by Past

Grand Master Thrall, assisted by R. H. Sedwick, Grand Chaplain of the Chapter,
_and introduced by Past Grand Kreider as Deputy High Priest.

After this followed the installation ‘of the officers of Cypress Encampment of
Knights Templars, by W. B. Hubbard, General Grand Master of the General
Grand Encampment of the United States, assisted by T. Bell as Generalissimo, W.
B. Thrall as Grand Captain Gen., M. Z. Kreider as Grand Marshal, and R. H. Sed-
wick as Grand Prelate.
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After the ceremony of installation, G. G. M. W. B, Hubbard addressed the Knights
in an elegant and forcible manner, giving a succinct history of Ancient Masonry
and an interesting account of the origin of the Order of Knights Templars, refresh-
ing our memories of the history of the chivalric times by a vivid picture of the then
. stateof the world, and Christendom especially, and giving the reasons for the subse-
quent fusion of Ancient Masonry with Knighthood. The speaker suggested that as

Ancient Masonry had preserved to the world through the ages of idolatry, gloomy °

superstition and bestial carnahty, the faith in one only true God, and the Knights
Templars after them had been the propagators of the Christian faith among the be-
nighted, and its brave and successful defenders against the merciless attacks of the
Infidel, s0o Masonry and Knighthood combined might yet become the stronghold of
troe religion, and its bulwark against the insidious encroachments of materialism,
which the desire for liberty of conscience and freedom of will run mad to licen-
tiousness, was fast making in Europe and this country.

Iwould fain give the whole speech, but my recollection of the language by no
means equals my memory of the sentiments so indelibly impressed upon his audi-
tors, and I should give but a meagre idea of their beauty and truthfulness were I
to dress them in the unbecoming garment of my own words. I wish for the sake of
those who were not so fortunate as to hear the address, that some of the Fraternity
would procure its publication.

After the Address, the Choir sang Old Hundred, accompanied by the Band, and

the services closed with prayer by the Grand Prelate.

In the evening the Fraternity, with their wives, daughters, sisters, sweethearts
and invited guests, partook of a ‘magnificent banquet, which conferred great
credit upon the caterer. All enjoyed themselves : harmony and Brotherly love
seemed to prevail, and if bright eyes and delicate blushes ever speak what the heart
would conceal as Masonic secrets from all who are not entltled to the knowledge,
they occasionally told of much warmer emotions.

MASONIC CELEBRATION AT SAN FRAN-
cIscow,

YesteRDAY being the anniversary of the Nativity of St. John the Evangelist—
one of the greatest days in the Masonic Calendar, was observed by the Masonic
Fraternity of this city with unusual pomp and splendor. At 10 o’clock the mem-
bers of the different Lodges assembled at their respective Lodge rooms, and from
there marched to Masonic Hall, preceded by an excellent band. At this point the
Procession was formed, each Lodge being under the direction of its own marshal,
and the whole under the command of Mr. A. Bartol, Chief Marshal. The day wgs
very fine, the streets dry, and every thing favored the display. ‘About 12 o’clock
the procession began to move from M ic Hall, headed by the Knights Tem-
plars, in their showy costume, consisting of a black velvet cloak, trimmed with sil
ver lace, and chapeauz with waving ‘black plumes. There were no less than 4000
Masons in the city, and the procession, at the-lowest ealculation, must have been a
quarter of a mile in length. Some idea may be formed of the operations of the Ma-

sonic Fraternity in this State, from the fact that since 1849 at least $50,000 have

——

*From the San Francisco Berald, of Dec. 28,
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been expended by them in the relief of distressed Brethren who came on sickly from

the Isthmus, and without means. The members of the different Lodges were ar-

rayed in the regalia of their respective Orders, and the procession presented a very
imposing appearance. The following named Lodges participated in the celebra-
tion :—

California Lodge, Perfect Union Lodge,

San Francisco Lodge, Occidental Lodge,

Golden Gate Lodge,  Mount Moriah Lodge,

California Royal Arch Chapter,
Knights Templars.

Besides the above, there were a large number of Brethren from different parts of
the State present. The procession moved down Montgomery street to Clay, up
Clay to Kearny to Washington, and down the_latter street to the new San Fran-
cisco Theatre, where the ceremony of the installation of the officers elect of the dif-

.ferent Lodges was to be performed. The new theatre never appeared to greater
advantage. The stage was appropriately arranged for the occasion—a high table,
covered with crimson cloth, having been placed in the centre for the purposes of
installation. The parquette was occupied by the Masons in regalia; the dress
circle and the rest of the theatre by transient Brethren, ladies and gentlemen, while
the grand officers and Knights Templars filled the stage. Acting Grand Master
Gilman presided, supported by the Most Eminent Commander of the Knights
Templars, Col. Ransom, in full costume.

Rev. Mr. Pringle opened the proceedings by offering an appropriate prayer, con-
cluding with the words * Glory to God on high.”
Response—** So mote it be.”

THE ORATION,

Sir Peter A. Brinsmade, attired in a black velvet cloak trimmed with silver
and the apron containing the triangle surmounted with a death’s head, with two
swords meeting at the point underneath, and also decorated with his jewel of office
and the cross of the Order of the Knights of Malta, came forward and delivered the
Oration as follows :—

Ladies and Gentlemen, Brethren, Companions-in-Arms and Fellow:Masons :—I1
have been called upon to address you on the occasion of the anniversary of St. John
the Evangelist. I do not deem it necessary to enter into any statements to show
the beneficence of the Order, as that theme long ago has been exhausted in public
discassion. I do not feel that I am required to do this, nor to give any proofs that
the man whose birth-day we celebrate was a member of this Fraternity. That fact
has been as fully established as that Solomon, King of Israel, established this insti-
tutipn at the building of the holy temple at Jerusalem. I will therefore confine my-
self to a brief statement of the life of the man whose memory we all revere. St.
John the ‘Evangelist was born in a small village on the shores of the Lake of Gali-
lee, a few years after the birth of Jesus Christ at Bethlehem, the City of David.
His father was Zebedee, who also had one other child, and both were Apostles of
Jesus. These two sons at first followed the humble occupation of their father, that
of fishermen, till the return of Jesus from Egypt, and the commencement of his
wonderful public career. It is quite probable that there existed some relations of
consanguinity between the family of Jesus and that of John. John was early in-
vited by Jesus to join with him in the propagation of his doctrine of moral obliga-
tions, in opposition to the views entertained by the Jews of the age, and the heathen

toe
Al
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and idolatrous nations that surrounded them. He was undoubtedly well e ducated
in all the learning that could be ucquired at that time, both in Hebrew and Grecian
literature, and after uniting himself with Jesus, had all the advantages of the know-
ledge acquired by him in Egypt. Being ardent and zealous in his temperament,
like his mother, he evinced a devotion for Jesus and a strength of affection even to
the last, which absorbed all the sensibilities of his heart, From a constitutional
. similarity of character he became, of all the Disciples, the one whom Jesus pecu-
liarly loved and confided in. With strong sensibilities and affections, most kind im-
pulses, a most conscientious mind, and most apt and ready in his religious zeal, he
went always side by side with the companion of his youth, believing him to be
the impersonation of the Deity, and through all the scenes of his extraordinary ex-
altation, joy and sorrow, ignominy and triumphs, he was present. He was the
only Disciple that lay on the bosom of his Friend at their social and solemn meet-
ings, and was the witness of the expiring agonies of his dissolution. At that por-
tentous hour, with his own mother on the one side, and the mother of the beloved
Jesus on the ather, true Masonic principles were addressed to him by Him ¢ who
spake as never yet man hath spoken.” He looked upon that most beloved among
women, and directing her attention to the weeping John, said, * Mother, behold
" thy son !” and then, with the last beam of a burning friendship, he cast his eyes on
John, and said, ¢ Behold thy mother !” From that sorrowful scene he took, with
true Masonic heart, the childless widow to his own home, cared for her with a
Mason's tenderness, and when she died buried her in his tomb at Ephesus. In the
assignment of their duties to the Apostles, Asia fell to the lot of John. He went to
the work with an intelligence and devotion worthy of himself, and in a few years
succeeded in establishing several churches. Under the tyrannical sway of the succes-
sor of the cruel Herod, John was banished as an exile to Patmos, almost a barren
island in the Aigean Sea. While there, his capacious mind could not confine
itself to the instruction of the few hundred inhabitants among whom he was cast,
but he soared into the regions of sacred poetry, and making his abode in a natural
cave in the side of the mountains, he wrote the Apocalypse, or the Revelations, in
the language of ancient Greece. It is the most masterly poem that was ever writ-
ten in any language, and a greater amount of investigation has been created in the
world by it than by all the productions in the whole range of literature. After his
return from Patmos he resided for a time at Ephesus, where he wrotc and published
three letters—the first to the Churches established by him during his exile ; the
second to a noble lady and family ; and a third to a Brother Mason—Gyas. In all
these he exhibited a tenderness of heart and a benevolence of character rarely
equalled. In consequence of certain differences of opinion that had arisen, by re-
quest he wrote and published the life of his friend and Lord, and presented to the
world a narrative of amost peculiarly interesting character. Those statements of
universal love and charity which he learned from his friend, he put to practice him-
self, and thus earned for himself the distinguished appellation of * John the
Divine.” When advanced in age, his venerated person was carried about by his
friends and admirers, and the last counsel that fell from his exhausted mind and
trembling tongue expressed those sentiments of attachment which bind us one to
another. Said he—

¢ Little children love one another !”

1 say that the objects of Masonry are to perpetuate these unalterable and unim-
Provable principles : Supreme reverence for the Deity, unrestricted good will to-
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wards all men, and most cordial affection for each other. It is our mission to show
ourselves to be an example of these principles on this continent, unknown to John,
and to spread them over the vast wilderness, which surrounds us.

An Ode was then sung by the Quartette Company, which elicited much ap-
plause, after which the Masters and Wardens of the different Lodges were installed
by R. W. Brother Gilman.

GRAND CHAPTER OF MARYLAND.

We acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the proceedings of the Grand Chap-
ter of Maryland, had at its annual communication held at the city of Washing-
ton, in November last. ‘M. E. Comp. Bens. B. FrencH presiding. The session
was opened by the Grand High Priest in an able and lucid address, from which
we give such extracts as we can conveniently spare room for. On the subject
of the Order of High Priesthood, as a prerequisite for the presiding officer of a
Chapter, and in explanation of certain resolutions of inquiry on the subject, sub-
mitted by order of his Grand Chapter to the Gen. Grand Chapter, our Compan-
ion says:— ' '

ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD.

I was the author of those resolutions of this Grand Chapter, and I now admit
the correctness of the Committee’s conclusion; but, must say, in explanation of
my own position, that, at the time I drew the one relative to the powers and duties
of a Council of High Priests, I was not aware of the fact that there were 'so many
Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes, who had not received the Order of the
Priesthood. I knew that there could not be a representative from this Grand Chap-
ter, in the General Grand Chapter, who was not an anointed High Priest, for by
our Grand Constitution, every Grand King and Grand Scribe must be a High
Priest. I knew that the’General Grand Constitution required that every High
Priest should be duly anointed, and 1 came naturally to the conclusion that the
General Grand Chapter, being composed of Grand High Priests, Kings and
Scribes of Grand Chapters, must be acquainted with the legitimate powersand -
duties of a Council of High Priests. But I found my error, and quietly submit-
ted to the reasoning of the Committee.

In regard to the other branch of the resolution, viz: “whether it is properthat
any High Priest should be installed and placed at the head of a Chapter, before
being duly anointed a High Priest by a regular Council of High Priests,” the
Comnmittee reported the following resolution :—

¢ Resolved, That while in deference to the long established usages of Royal
Arch Masonry in this country, it is recommended that every newly elected High
Priest should, as soon as it is convenient, receive the Order of High Priesthood ;
his anointment a8 such is not necessary to his installation, or to the full and entire
discharge of all his powers aud duties as the presiding officer of his Chapter.”

Knowing the high veneration which this Grand Chapter has ever entertained
for the Order of High Priesthood, and how very carefully the office of High Priest
had been guarded by it from being held by any one not duly constituted and
anointed a High Priest by a Council of High Priests, I considered it my solemn
duty to oppose the adoption of that resolotion, which I did. An amendment was
offered by Comp. Brown, of Ohio,and during the discussion it became so evident
to me that the views of this Grand Chapter were to be almost unanimously over-
ruled, that I offered an amendment in order to obtain a direct vote of the General
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Grand Chapter, affirming, when I offered it, my purpose, and that I should vote.
against it myself.

My amendment was—¢ it is not necessary that a High Priest elect should re-
ceive the Order of High Priesthood before he can be installed to preside over the
Chapter by which he has been elected.” ,

And, strange as it may seem, this amendment was almost, if not quite, unani-
mously rejected! . ‘

The resolution of the Committee was finally agreed to, and all that portion of
the General Grand Constitution relative to the manner of Constituting new Chap-
ters, in which the anointing of a High Priest, &c. is mentioned, was stricken
out. ' ’

This action of the General Grand Chapter leaves it optional with the Chapters
under our jurisdiction to install their High Priests or not, as they may deem pro- *
per, before they have passed the ordeal of the Council, and a refusal of a Council
to bestow upon a High Priest elect, the Order, will not preclude him from per-
forming all the duties of a High Priest.

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER.,

I.n reference to the amendments of the General Grand Constitution, by which .
its organization has been changed, the address has the following :—

Although the amendment, depriving the Past General Grand Officers and
Past Grand High Priests of State Grand Chapters of membership was adopted
by a large majority of the G. Grand Chapter, [ fear, from indications that have
come to my knowledge since the adjournment, that it will not be readily acquies-
ced in by some of the Grand Chapters under the jurisdiction of the General
Grand Chapter. I have given to the subject much consideration, and cannot
see that either the rights, or the weight of State Grand Chapters, are tobe, in any-
wise changed, The Past High Priests of State Grand Chapters had only a con-
sulting voice, but no vote, under the old Constitution. The Past General Grand
Officers were, in their votes, and -their action, entirely independent of the State
Grand bodies to which they belonged, and were as likely to oppose, as to.sustain
the views of those bodies. The only evil that can resalt from the change, is,
that all the experience of the Past General Grand Officers—all the information
obtained in a series of years of devotion to the Craft, will be lost to the General
Grand Chapter—and this evil, as it seems to me, will exist, without any corres-
ponding benefit from the change. I do not doubt the ready acquiescence of this
Grand Chapter in this amendment, and if time demonstrates that it is not a judi-
cious one, the proper means will be adopted to change it .

THE LATE JOSEPH K. STAPLETON.

At our last annual meeting, the melancholy duty devolved upon me of an-
nouncing to you, officially, the death of an officer of this Grand Chapter. There
was then present, listening to my remarks, the venerabie form of one wham we
shall never again behold on earth. Since the close of the last annual meeting,
Josera K. STaPLETON, 50 many years the presiding officer here, has gone to hig,
reward. His eulogy has already been spoken, by both the presiding officers of
the General Grand bodies, in language expressing the most affectionate regard
for his virtues while living, and for his memory now he has departed—in senti-
ments which did* honor to the hearts of those who pronounced them, and which
were justly due to the memory of our Companion whose absence we all sincerely
mourn. -

How many years Companion Stapleton devoted himself to our sublime Order,
lrave no means of knowing ; I only know, that since I have had the pleasure of
is acquaintance, now some eight years gone by, his life has been a pattern of
asonic virtue, fidelity and consistency such as I have seldom witnessed. Al~

19
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though the hand of sickness pressed heavily upon him, and the burden of years
was evidently bowing him down, he was always to be found at his post, ready for
duty in the cause of Freemasonry. :

On the 12th of September, 1829, he was elected General Grand Scribe of the
General Grand Chapter of the United States, and from thence he was regularly
promoted to the second office in Royal Arch Masonry, and he died holding the
office of Deputy General Grand High Priest.

On the 15th of September, 1841, he was elected Deputy General Grand Mas-
ter of the General Grand Encampment of the United States, which office he held
until 1850, and during the session of that Most Excellent Grand Body in 1844,
in the absence of the General Grand Master, he presided over its delibera-
tions. - .

Not only as a Freemason was our departed friend regarded worthy of being
honored by his fellow-citizens—he held many posts of honor as a citizen. He
was one of that never to be forgotten patriots and soldiers who met the invading
army at North Peint, and by their gallant conduct saved the city of Baltimore

from destruction. And the first time I ever remember to have seen him, was on . |

the 12th day of September, 1845, when the ¢ Old Defenders” visited this city.
As Chief Marshal, on that occasion, I conducted the little band of veterans to
the Presidential Mansion, and introduced them to Col. Polk, then President of
the United States. After the introduction  Major Stapleton,”” as he was then
called, addressed to the President a few eloquent and |feeling remarks, to which
the President replied. I was then forcibly struck with the manner of our friend,
and with the marked respect and affection with which he seemed to be regarded
by his comrades in arms.

Being unacquainted with his personal history anterior to the period above men-
tioned, except as it has casually come to my knowledge, in conversation with our
mutual friends, I cannot particularize, as I wish it were in my power to do.

I can only say, that he was regarded in Baltimore as one of the most worthy
of her citizens. ]

And why was Joseph K. Stapleton thus honored ? Not because he possessed
a brilliant intellect, not because he moved among the scholars and magnates
of the land, but, because he was a man in every sense of that comprehensive
word. He possessed the very soul of henor, of virtue, of liberality. A kinder
and a more pure heart than his, never beat in mortal bosom. His integrity wasa
proverb among his Brethren, and amidst all the inflictions of worldly misfortune,
of sickness, and of disappointment, he ever maintained that cheerfulness of dis-
position, which gave the best evidence of his fitness for the honors of this world,
and for happiness in that one to which he has now gone.

With an abiding affection for the dear ones who have survived him, and with
the utmost reliance upof the religion of our Saviour, on which he leaned during
many of the latter years of his long life, he entered the dark valley, and now
stands, T doubt not, a saint, in the presence of that Ged, in whomn he so implicitly
placed his trust.

Year after year, my Companions, these warnings will come upon us, and it is
proper that we should regard them, for we may assure ourselves, that

‘¢ There is no uniotf here of hearts,
That finds not here an end.”

Could we all be as well prepared as was our venerable Companion, for the
great change, it would matter little when, where, and how it came upon us. Are
we so prepared? It is a question for each one to put to his own conscience, and
if the answer comes back—* I am”—then “it is well.”

The report of the committee on foreign correspondence is an able paper, but
the crowded state of our pages precludes any more particular notices of it till our
next.
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THE REVE LATIONS OF A SQUARE.
" BY THE REV. GEORGE OLIVER, D. D.

CHAPTER XX. ]
WILLIAM PRESTON. FROM 1777 TO 1779.
“ Arma viramque cano.’—VigGiL.

' Pardon thine enemy, and have manliness of heart enough to do him good. This gener-
ous sacrifice, one of the most exalted precepts of religion, will awaken in thee the most
benignant sensations: thou wilt represent the image of the Deity, who with adorable kind-
ness pardons the errors of men, disregarding their ingratitude, and pours down his blessings
upon them. Always recollect that this is the most glorious victory thy reason can obtain
over the brutal instincts; and thy motto he—* A Mason forgets only injuries, never bene-
fits.’*—~MasoNic ExuorTaTions: Erom the German.

* I ohject to you strongly on the score of your procession ; and I object to you still more
decidedly on the score of your secret. You are a secret_soiety, held together by a strin-
gent oath ; now [ hold that wherever there is mystery there is iniquity.”—The Anti-Ma-
sonic Vicar in “Stray Leaves.”

“The Grand Secretary, with a view to the publication of an improved edition
of the Book of Constitutions, which should bring down the history of Masonry
to his own time, had selected Br. Preston, whose popularity was in its zenith, as
the most eligible person he could employ to carry the design into execution.
For this purpose he was allowed a free inspection of all papers, documents, and
evidences belonging to the Grand Lodge. But it so happened that while Br.
Preston was thus engaged, the Grand Secretary became acquainted with a Barris-
ter of Bernard’s Inn, called Noorthouck, who was a member of the Lodge of An-
tiquity: Being a facetious, free-witted, and amusing fellow, full of anecdote, and

-possessing a fund of general information, the Grand Secretapy bec inated
by his vivacity and ready wit. 'T'he consequence was, tha e compilation of
the Book of Constitutions was likely to be attended with-considerable emolument,

Br. Hesletine was desirous of associating him with his deputy as a joint partner
in the undertaking. But as the Jlatter had already incurred all the heavy labor
in selecting, copying, and embodying the records into historical form, in the hope
that he should be ultimately remunerated for his trouble, he declined the offer,
and Br. Noorthouck was intrusted with the sole execution of this important
work.

“ When Br. Preston found,” the Square continued, “ that he was excluded from
all participation in the honors and rewards which he had confidently anticipated
would result from the great inconvenience and loss of time to which he had been
subjected in the preparation of materials for the undertaking, he expostulated
warmly, and perhaps intemperately, against such a flagrant act of injustice, and
threw up the office of Deputy Grand Secretary in disgust. .

“¢ By my faith,’ said Brother Preston one evening, when the matter was dis-
cussed in open Lodge, ‘I would not_have held the Deputy Grand Secretaryship
on such terms another hour—no, not if Hasletine were incapable of finding a sub-
stitute. He might, for aught I care, have done the work himself.’ .

*“¢It was an imprudent word, and, being repeated to Brother Haseltine, wis
warmly resented. Whether Brother Preston refused to give up the materials
which he had collected with so much labor or not, I could never discover; but it
ia highly probable he withheld them, as the Grand Secretary was mortally offend-
ed, and determined within himself that such contumacy should not long remain
unpunished. . .

“ An opportunity soon presented itself; and Brother Preston was arraigned be-
fore the Grand Lodge for an alleged breach of the laws of Masonry. The
grounds of the proceedings which were instituted against him were simple
enough in their nature and origin, but they produced very serious effects. The
facts were these : It had been determined unanimously by the Brethren of the
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Lodge of Antiquity, at a full meeting,holden on the 17th of December, 1777,
that at the annual festival, of St. John’s day, a procession should be formed to St.
Dunstan’s church, a few steps only from the Mitre tavern, where the Lodge was
held, to hear a sermon from Brother Eccles. :

« When the day arrived, and preparations were made for the ceremony, a pro-
test against the procession was entered by Brother Noorthouck, the Treasurer,
and Brother Bottomley, Past Treasurer of the Lodge; in consequence of which

_the Brethren abandoned the design, and did not proceed to the church in Ma-
sonic costime as was originally intended, but clothed themselves in the vestry-
room ; and, being only ten in number, they all sat in the same pew. Br. Eccles
gave them an appropriate discourse; and, divine service being ended, the Breth-
ren crossed the street in white aprons and gloves. This was construed into a

. grave offence against the standing rules of the Order.

« Br. Noorthouck did not attend the ensuing Lodge, but he sent a strong re-
monstrace against the proceeding, and threatened to bring the matter before the
Grand Lodge, if the Lodge of Antiquity did not, then and there, pass a resolu-
tion affirming that, as a Lodge, they not only totally disapproved of and repudia-
ted the transaction, but also absolutely censured and condemned the ten individ-
uals engaged in the (so called) piocession for such an unwarrantable breach of
Masonic law.

“ Br. Bottomley was intrusted with the resolution, and proposed it in form.
* The Brethren were taken by surprize ; but the motion being duly seconded, it was
of cousse submitted by the Master to the deliberation of the Lodge, and a debate
ensued. .

“ On this evening a distinguished visitor was pregent, in the person of Captain
George Smith, an active and zealous Mason, who was on terms of intimacy with -
the Grand Master, and the personal friend of Br. Preston. He had studied Ma-
sonry both at home and abroad, and was presumed to be well acquainted with the
Laws and Coastitutioms of the Order. Eminent in Masonic attainments bimself,
he was ever ready ‘= ‘cstimate and proclaim the same excellence in others. Be-
longing to an honorable profession, he was too chivalric to allow passion or pre-
judice to interfere with justice and equity, nor would he suffer the weak to be op-
pressed without lending a helping hand, even though his exertions in their be-
half might chance; like the seventh bullet in “Der Freischntz, to recoil upon
himself.* 1In the present case, he was impressed with the idea that the charge
against his friend was too trifling for any serious notice; and he determined to
use an effort for its defeat. For this purpose he craved permission of the R. W.
M. to offer an opinion on the question at issue, which would have been readily
conceded, if Brother Bottomley had not entered a protest, alleging that, as a vis-
itor, he had no voice there. Capt. Smith bowed to, the decision, and informed
tl_lle Chair that he should content himself with watching the proceedings in
silence. . N

“¢You may watch as you please,’ Brother Bottomley added, ¢so long as you
have the kindness to refrain from speaking. You are not a Member, and bave no
vote here.’ -

¢ It was an unpropitious commencement,” the Square continued, “ and I should
gladly conceal the subsequent proceedings, if I consulted my own inclination.
The debate continued to a late hour. Brother Bottomley persisted in his argu-
ment, that the act of appearing in public decorated with Masonic badges con-
st('ituted an infraction of the spirit, if not of the actual letter of the law, and merit-
ed censure.

IS

*The Square once more hronizes. But I suppose we must the lapse, on the
Horatian maxim, “ quando bonus dormitat Homerus.”—P. D.—[An error, with submission
to the above erudite authority ; for the Square appears to be wide awake. Though record-
ing the past, he is represented as an existing reality ; and a reference to any transaction of
xll‘):r&. rz:e]nt date than the period of which he treats, is grammatically correct.— Ed. F' Q
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“¢ Ag to the fact,’ said Brother Buchanan, ¢ we do not deny it. We did appear
in Masonic clothing. But if any person chahced fo see us, which-is not proved,

during the half-minute employed in crossing the street, he passed on without -

either notice or remark, and therefore it is evident we attracted no extraordinary
observation.’ .

“«How know you that?’ Brother Rigg asked, sneeringly.

“¢Because,” Brother Buchanan replied, ¢ I can use my eyes.*

“¢If your eyes,’ Brother Rigg responded, ¢serve you no better than your judg-
ment, there will be some danger in intrusting your veracity to their keeping.”

“ This was sharp practice,” continued the Square, “and Brother Wilson, the
R. W. M., thought it time to interfere. ¢ Come, come,’ said he, ¢ this langunage is
not Masonic, and is a greater breach of the law than walking ten yards ina
white apron. Let us, by all means, have order in our debates, whatever may be
the ultimate decision. The question lrefore the Lodge is, whether we are inclin-
ed to repudiate or discountenance the Brethren who attended Divine Service in
8t. Dunstan’s Chutch, on St. John’s day ¥ '

“ ¢ With submission, Right Worshipful Sir,’ Brother Bottomley objected ; ¢ the
resolution which [ have had the honor to propose, refers not to the men so much
8sto the measure. The Lodge is called on to discountenance the breach of Ma-
sonic Jaw committed on that occasion.’

“¢If this be the real question at issue,’ said Br. Preston, it is first incumbent
on you to prove that it was a breach of Masonic law ; for no man devoid of preju-
dice would be capable of affirming that.the law respecting processions actuaily
debars the Members of any private Lodge fromoffering up their adorations to the
Deity in a public place of worship, in the character of Masons, under the direc-
* tion of their Masters. The very idea of such restriction would be the height of
absurdity, and could not be admitted by any person who professed hiinself a friend
to the Society. Example will ever exceed precept, and it is surely commendable
to see a Liodge of Masons patronizing the established religion of their country,
and thus recommending the practice of piety and devotion to their fellow-sub-
jects. Besides which, the Lodge of Antiquity has its own peculiar rights formally
secured to it, at the revival in 1717, when the present Grand Lodge was estab-
lished; and we are determined to preserve them inviolate. “And I again affirm
that no existing regulation was infringed, even if it be admitted—which is very
questionable—that the Grand Lodge is empowered to make laws binding upon a
Lodge which has acted on its own independent authority from a period long ante-
rior to the existence of that body.’

“This avowal,” said the Square, “ was received with so much applanse, that
Br. Bottomley exclaimed, ¢ Ay, those are the sentiments which we are determined
to rebut, be the consequence what it may. I affirm that the Grand Lodge is ab-
solutely and to all intents-and purposes, infallible ; and its dictates, whether for
good or evil, must be obeyed, even by the Lodge of Antiquity, though it was in
existence before the reconstruction of the Grand Lodge.

“¢Keep your temper, I beseech you, Br. Bottomley,’ said the R. W. Master,
mildly, ¢ we are assembled to deliberate, and not to indulge in personalities and
recrimination : otherwise, I shall be under the painful necessity of closing the
Lodge without coming to a decision.’ .

“ The Master's authority, however, was not sufficient to stem the tide, and the
debate became so stormy, that he had great difficulty in keeping order. At
length the question was put from the Chair, and it was negatived by a majority of
eighteen against four.

. “This decision was so unpalatable to the accusing Brethren, that at the ensu-
ing Grand Lodge, a Memorial, signed by John Bottomley, John Smith, William
Rigg, and John Noorthouck, was presenfed, stating that a flagrant outrage had
been committed against the Institution by the Master, Wardens, and some of the
Brethren of the Lodge of Antiguity, principally instigated by the persuasion and
example of Brother Preston, its Past Khater, who, at a recent Lodge, violated his

v
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duty as a Mason, by justifying public processions and claiming for that Lodge an
inherent right to act in such affairs without the authority of the Grand Lodge,
and questioning the power of that Body to interfere in the private concerns of a
Lodge which was alleged to possess a prescriptive immunity from its jurisdic-
tion. ’ -

“In consequence of the above charges, Brother Preston was summoned to ap-
pear before the Committee of Charity, to answer any complaint which might be
preferred against him. In the intermediate period, however,” the Square contin-
ed, “ the Grand Secretary was implored by several Brethren, who were personally
uninterested in the dispute, to use his influence with the memorialists, for the
peace and reputation of the Order, to induce them to withdraw their charges, as
he must see that it was simply a frivolous and vexatious attack on an individuval
who had rendered great service to Masonry. Unfortunately the application was
disregarded.

¢ Brother Preston attended the committee on the 30th of January, 1778, and

was charged with asserting that the Lodge of Antiquity possessed exclusive priv-
ileges of its own, independent of the Grand Lodge ; and he was called on to re-
tract that opinion publicly, and to declare that it was equally untrue and inadmis-
sible.
“In reply to this demand, Brother Preston rose and said,— Right Worshipful
Sir,—in answer to the charge which you have now preferred againt me, I beg
leave respectfully to declare that whatever private opinions I may entertain on the
prescriptive immunities of the Lodge of Antiquity, they have always been inope-
rative ; and I have never attempted to prejudice the Brethren against their obe-
dience to the Grand Master. * As to the abstract question of retracting an opinion,
I cannot understand how that is possible, unless 1 amn convinced of my error ; and
I submit that, as a free and accepted Mason, I am fairly entitled to the right of
self-jt:dgment ; but I pledge my honor it shall never disturb the tranquillity of the
Craft.

“ Notwithstanding this open and candid declaration,” said the Square, *the
Committee came to the following resolution, after a long and warm debate.

¢ It having been represented to us that Brother Preston, the Past Master of
the Lodge of Antiquity, believes and teaches that an inherent right is vested in
that Lodge by virtue of its immemorial Constitution, to discharge the duties and
practise the rights of Masonry on its own sole authority, and that it is not in the
power of the Grand Lodge to infringe on its privileges; it is Resolved, that as
Brother Preston refuses to retract the said false opinion, he be, and hereby is, ex-
pelled the Grand Lodge, and declared incapable of attending the same, or any of
its Committees.’

[orr@INaAL,)

TRY AGAIN.

BY SIR DAVID BARKER.

SumouLp your cherished purpose fail,
Try again,—
Never falter, never quail,
Try again,—
Nerve the arm, and raise the hand,
Fling the outer garments by,
With a dauntless courage stand,
Shouting forth the battle cry,
' Try again.
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Is your spirit bowed by grief,
Try again;
Rally quick, for life is brief,
’ Try again;
Every Saint in yonder sphere,
Borne through tribulation there,
Whispers in the anxious ear
Of each mortal in despair,
Try again.

What though stricken to the earth,
Try again ;
Up as from a second birth, -
Try again,—
Yonder flower beneath the tread,
Struggling when the foot has gone,
Rising feebly in its bed '
Tells the hopeless looker-on,
Try again.

Guided by the hand of Right,
Try again ;
With Hope’s taper for a light, .
Try again;
With a destiny like ours,
And that destiny to choose,
With such God-created powers,
And a heaven to gain or loose,
Try again.
Ezeter, M., 1854,

FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION.

BY J. B, PALMER.

TaE more immediate object of the Institution is to discover, regulate and en-
force the duties and obligations which lie between men. For this purpose, it
contemplates a union of Brethren, under most solemn and intimate relations, and
the obligations consequent upon such relations are equaled alone iff sacredness
by the grandeur of the objects to be aceomplished. Such a union of confiding
Brothers, charged with the cultivation of benevolence and fraternal affection, to-
wards hll mankind, zealously and patiently laboring to exemplify the beauty,
power and sublimity of moral truth, presents a scene alike full of admiration and
usefulness, The inspired Psalmist,fwhose descriptions of nature abound in the
most beautiful and delicate imagery, whose elevated conceptions of the grandeur
and sublimity of creation, excited in his bosom the slumbering energies of min-
strelsy, and kindled in his mind the fires of sacred poesy, when his wandering eye
rested upon such a scene, as if startled in the raptures of the thought suggested,
uttered forth the familiar but significant exclamation: “Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in unity.” He does not simply
call attention to a fact; he does mpt merely record the truth stated; but in lan-
guage as if unbidden and burthened with the propriety of the exclamation, he em-
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ploys the interjection “Behold ! Thus, we discover the superior excellence of
this thought, in the estination of one who walked and communed with God. If,

then, one so superior by native endowments, and the borrowed greatness of
% gifts divine,” could ‘discover the “ good and the pleasant” in the *unity of
Brethren,” why, I ask, may not the humble Mason derive both pleasure and profit

from Fraternal association? Why not let us meet upon the level, and with the

caloric of Lodge communication, light upon our altars the incense of profound
friendship and love? Why not bend the faithful knee around our sacred centre,

and together join the invocation, peace be with us? Oh! why not let all differ-
ences, or whatever other causes may interrupt the harmony of our communion, be

dissolved jn the social solvent of Brotherly unity ? The spirit and law of thig

Institution require that peace, harmony and good will should ever prevail. The
truth, thercfore, becomes appreciable, that every Lodge of Masons is a sacred re-
treat of friendship and virtue—of friends and Brothers—among whom no conten-
tion should ever exist, but that noble emulation of who best can work and best

agree, to promote the great purposes of Brotherly love, relief and truth. These

distinguishing tenets of the profession, as a threefold cord, bind the Fraternity in

strong and holy alliance; and like the focus, to which the rays of light converge,

they are the points to which all genuine Masonry directs its effort and energy.

MASONRY AND CHRISTIANITY.

[From'an excellent address delivered Lefore the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, at its last
annual communication, by Br. J. B, PALMER,]

Proceeding with the definition of Freemasonry, we note with pleasure and ad-
miration the numerous resemblances, and the striking analogy which lie between
¢ revealed.religion” and the distinguishing characteristics of our Institution. So
strongly, indeed, are they wedded and identified, the latter does not hold a soli-
tary doctrine, either opposive in character or independent of the former. Each
moral lesson the latter inculcates, each principle it exemplifies, and every duty it
8o forcibly . recommends, relates, hy the very constitution of the Order, for vital-
ity and efficacy, to the great standard of moral truth and justice which the former
erects. : :

Masonry recognizes and appreciates the holiness and sacredness of christian-
ity ; and for the honor of the association, a sincere belief in God, as the Al-
mighty accountant of human affairs, is a universal and an essential requirement.
Beyond this, however, it does not undertake to define the relation, of to discover
any particular mode of discharging the. duties and obligations of man to his crea-
tor. These momentous questions, it refers to the eternal truths of Christianity,
and would not dare invade her sacred offices. :

The peculiar object and appropriate design of the Order, are to regulate and
enforce the duties and obligations which lie between men. But in the arrange-
ment and disposition of this sublime idea, constant reference is had to the truths,
principles and doctrines of Christianity. And for the deep, broad foundations of
this fraternal organization, that divine rule of universal justice, upon which hang
st all the law and the prophets,” is selected. But whatever perfection the myste-
ries of the art mnay attain in this, wonderful, indeed, as is this illustrious prowess,
in the number, sacredness and magnitude of her achievements, she cannot, neith-
er does she propose to accomplish all things. There are evils which she cannot
avert, and maladies for which she offers

~ % No assuaging balm.”

And while it is the peculiar office of Christianity to obtain those more brilliant

triumphs, while all -
“ Heaven in boundless love descends,”

to lift from the dreadful funeral pile of man’s moral ruin, his spirétual corpse—
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Masonry only, and we think worthily, claims to be an humble but potent auxil-
iary in the final and full attainment of our eternal glory. The doctrines of Ma-
sonry, therefore, are, in no final sense, absolute or independent; but they are re-
lative. Our JAcacia, although of slow growth, and deep root, must fade, unless it
be watered by the dews of Hermon. We plant the evergreen upon no soil where
the Rose of Sharon cannot bloom. The Institution, however, teaches the mem-
ber, in the most solemn and impressive mannegr, that at each descending footfall
of life, “ the dust but returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit unto God who
gave it ;" but it is plainly written in the- constitution of the Order, so that * he
who runs may read” the truth, that no mere system of morals, however exalting
and sublime, can impart that % holiness of life,” without which, the Bible advises- *
us “ no man can see God in peace.” That’sa jewel to be found alone in the
hidden mysteries of Christianity.

GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA.

Trrs Grand Body held an annual communication in January last, The first
two sheets of the printed proceedings, kindly mailed to our address, in advance
of their regular publication, having failed to come to hand, we are without the
customary annual address of the Grand Master, and probably other matters of in-
terest. Our correspondent writes as follows:—“ We had a fuller representation
than at any previous communication, and I am happy to state that concord and
unanimity of feeling and action prevailed, from the opening until the closing
thereof. OQur Order is rapidly increasing in the whole State, and our Brethren
appear to be alive to the true principle of Masonic Charily.” And this opinion
would appear to be bourne out by the Reports of the District Deputy Grand Mas.
ters. Brother R. F. McGuire, Deputy for the fifth District, (in the neighborhood
of the Red River,) reports to the Grand Lodge, “ that there never was any period
_ of time during which the true principles of the Order have made greater progresa
~ than during the past year.” We heartily rejoice at this result, as a manifestation
of the wisdom of the measures adopted a few years since by energetic Brethren
residing in New Orleans, to redeem the Order in their State from the thraldom in
which it had been too long held, and to relieve it of the crushing influences under
which it was laboring. Our Brethren who are now so bountifully reaping the
rich fruits of their wisdom and perseverange, owe them a deep debt of gratitude,
s do the whole Fraternity of the country.

We learn from the Report of Brother Gordy, appointed by the late Grand Mas-
ter “ to teach the same throughout the State,” that the system of work and lec-
tyres agreed upon in May last, has been favorably received by the Lodges visited
by him, and that there is more than a fair prospect that there will soon be as much
uniformity throughout the jurisdiction in this important particular, as can be rea-
%onably hoped for. Our Brother says—* I have found in every place I have vis-
ited many Masons that were ‘good men and true,’ fully imbued with the spirit of
Masonry, teaching its doctrines both by precept and example, doing all in their
Power to raise the standard of our moral edifice, and sustaining it in the high and
dignified position in which our fore-fathers left it; that seemed to be fully im-
Pressed with the obligations they were under as Masons, to themselves, their fam-

. 20 ’
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-

ilies, their neighbors, their country and their God. And I hope and trust their
labors may prove beneficial, and that our Order may continue to increase in the
true Masonic knowledge and good works, not only in this jurisdiction but through-
out the Globe.”

We infer from the Report of the Grand Treasurer that the financial affairs of
the Grand Lodge are in a healthy condition.

Thé final Report of the late accomplished Grand Secretary, R. W. Brother
Epwarp BarNETT, now in Europe, is an admirable business paper, characteris-
tic of the faithful and skilful manner in which all his official duties were per-
formed, and evincive of his ardent desire for the true interests and prospetity of
his Grand Lodge.

The report of the present Grand Secretary, R. W, Br. SamuEL G Risk, as the
successor of Br, BARNETT, is an interesting and business paper. It will be recol-
lected by our readers that during.the sickness last summer, our New Orleans
Brethren, through their Board of Relief, had occasion to appeal to their Brethren

‘in other States for aid. In reference to the result of this appeal, our Brother

says :—
i Scarcely in the annels of Masonry can be found such evndenees of the sincer-

- ity of our professed tenets, as accompanied the prompt replies from our distant

Brethren to this Circular. In every instance, the spirit of charitj bounded forth,
prompt and willing to falthfully perform her duty, while she deeply and pamfully
commiserated with those whose circumstances required her ministrations.” Indeed,
80 universal were the responses, that it might be deemed invidious to make any
distinctions among the donors ; but as all have already received their proper ac-
knowledgment from the oﬂicers of the Board of Religf, I hope [ may be pardoned
if I enumerate to you some pamcular cases which came under my observation.
Among these instances, I would partlculaﬂy notice the conduct of our Brethren of
the city of Cincinnati, who, prior to the issue of the Board’s Circular, so promptly
transmitted through Br. W. D. Dodds, to our late Grand Master Hill, the sum of
$1200, which he immediately caused to be placed, through our worthy Grand Treas-
urer, at the disposal of the Board of Relief.”

In addition to the above and other contributions for the purposes indicated, we
take pleasure in mentioning a donation of $1000, promptly tendered and paid
by the Grand Lodge of New York. :

We also learn from the same report, that there are at this time etghty Lodges
under the jurisdiction—69 under Charter and 11 under Dispensation,—a fact suf-
ficiently expressive of the rapid progress and prosperous condition of the Order
in the State.

The report of the committee on correspondence is brief—and that we esteem to
be a virtue. The committee prefer a General Grand Lodge to the proposed Ne-
tional Confederation, but seem to doubt the usefulness of either. It refers to the
existing difficulties in New York, and, if we correctly comprehend the views of
the committee, they are adverse to a division of the Grand Lodge of that State.

The report of the special committee on the doings of the Grand Officers, ena-

- bles us to supply to some extent the loss of the first sixteen pages of the proceed-

ings (as before noticed), so far at least as pertains to the address of the acting
Grand Master. From this report we extract as follows :—
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“ The address of the Deputy Grand Master, while it evinces a most lively concern
for the honor, reputation and usefulness Qf our beloved Order, contains many very
interesting suggestions, which, if carried out, would greatly promote its highest and
best interests.

It alludes to the late dreadful Epidemic which swept over our land, spreading
sorrow, death and disease in its march, with appropriate feelings of sympathy for
the sufferers, and accords a just tribute of praise to -those who, unappalled by the
terrific scenes before them, devofed themselves without hesitation to the holy cau-
ses of relief, - ’ . '

Our Worthy Brother alludes, with appropriate feelings, to the prompt and hon-
orable assistance given, not only by the Lodges of this State, but by the Brethren
generally throughout the Union, to our Masonic Board of Relief, and renders praise
and thanksgiving to our Sovereign Grand Master of the Universe, for the protecting

-Providence and preservation, graciously extended during the existence of that
dreadful pestilence, to the memhers of our Order. :

His advice to the Brethren, to be assiduous in their endeavors to advance on the
road towards moral perfection, is worthy of all praise, and the means pointed out
are susceptible, we hope, of practical effect. His desire to see a Masonic College
established in our midst, circumstanced as the Brotherhood is at this moment, can-
not perhaps be now accomplished, but your Committee entertain the fond hope
that, at no distant day, that worthy desire may be realized.

The Report of our Worthy Brother, Past Grand Master Gedge, upon whom the
duties of Grand Master for a time devolved, in consequence of the sickness of the.
family of Br. Knox, and his distant residence from the seat of Masonic Government,
shows, as might be expected, a zealous, faithful and able administration of the
affairs of the Grand Lodge during the time they were in his hands, and especially
does the zeal, and financial ability, exhibited by him in procuring the means to
meet an important liability, merit our.applause and approbation.”

We must here close our notice of the proceedings for the present month,
Should the remainder, when received, be found to contain anything of general
interest, as they doubtless may, we shall refer to them again in our next.

THE LODGE ROOM.

“A Mason’s Lopge is the temple of peace, harmony, and Brotherly love.
Nothing is allowed to enter which has the most remote tendency to disturb the
quietade of its pursuits, A calm inquiry into the beauty of wisdom and virtue,
and the study of moral geometry, may be prosecuted without excitement ; and
they constitute the chief employment in the tyled recesses of the Lodge. The
lessons of virtue which proceed from the East, like rays of brilliant light stream-
ing from the rising son, illuminate the West aud the South; and as the ‘work
proceeds, are carefully imbibed by the Brethren. Thus while Wisdom  cop-
trives the plan, and instructs the workmen, Strength lends its able support to the
moral fabric, and Beauty adorns it with curious and ctnning workmanship. - A1l
this is accamplished without the use of either axe, hammer, or any other tool of
brass or iron, within the precinct of our temple, to disturb the peaceful sanctity
of that holy place.”’— Anon.
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THE ARCH OF SOLOMON.,

Br the kindness of the Provisional Bishop of the Diocese, we are enabled to
lay before our readers the following letter from the Rev. James C. Riclimond.
It mentions a very_interesting ;and very curious fact, which we hardly know
what to think of. If on renewed and fuller examination, it should prove to be a
fact indeed, our countryman will have made a discovery, which Wilkinson thought
that ke had made in Egypt, but which, we believe, was never regarded as cou-
clusive. An arch cut in rock and lined in stone, might, to an unpracticed eye,
have the appearance of what is known in architecture as the Roman arch, but as
Gwilt, in his History of Architecture observes, it would not be able to bear the
superincumbent weight, were that really made to rest wponit. It is the very
function of the true arch, according to the same authority, to do this. It would
seem, then, that to establish Mr. Richmond’s discovery as being truly such, he
would have to'make sure that the passage-way which he entered was not cut in
rock, and simply lined with stone ;—and also that the weight of earth and Ma-
son-work above it, depended on it for support. When the Assyrian, and Egyp-
tian, and Grecian ruins have been searched in vain for traces of the arch, it would
be remarkable indeed if the existence in such an accessible and frequented quar-
ter as the Holy City had been overlooked. However, Mr. Richmord’s account
is very clear and precise, and we hope to hear that fuller attention has been
drawn to the spot. If it verifies his discovery, he will be entitled to snbstitute for

" the Roman arch, a new name; that of the wise king, who, besides knowing the
nature of the trees, beasts, birds, reptiles and fishes, might perhaps have known
the nature of the arch also.—Chwreh Journal.

JerUsaLEM, May 16, 1853.

My Dear Bishop Wainwright : There are fifty interesting things about which
I wish to write to you from Jerusalem, but shalil be obliged to confiné myself to
one point at present. I was spending a couple of days at Artas, the hortus clusus
of the Monks, and probably the ¢ garden enclosed’ of the Canticles, when I was
told that there was a kind of tunnel under the Pools of Solomon. I went and
found one of the moet interesting things that I have seen in my travels, and of
which no one in Jerusalem appears to have heard. I mentioned it to the British
Consul, who takes great interest in such matters, and to the. Rev. Mr. Nicholson,
who has been here more than twenty years, and as they have never heard of it, it
will probably be new to you. At the centre of the Eastern side of the lowest of
the"three pools, there is an entrange nearly closed up; then follows a vaulted
passage some 50 feet long, leading to a chamber about 15 feet square, and 15
high, also vaulted ; and from this there is a passage also arched under the pool,
and intended to convey the water of a spring or of the pool itself into the aque-
ducet which leads to Jerusalem, and is now.commonly attributed to Pontius Pi-
late. This arched passage is six feet high, and three or four wide. It has been
partly blocked up by the Turks, but the Arabs in the neighborhood say that there
18 a chamber within, and a wheel with machinery. Of this I know nothing, as it
would be very difficnlt to enter the small opening that has been left for the wa-
ter. Each of the other two-pools has a similar arched way, which has not been
hlolclz'ked up, and one of which I saw by descending into a kind of rectangular
we .

The great point of interest in this discovery is this. It has now been thought
for some years, that the opinion of the invention of the arch by the Romans has
been too hastily adopted. The usual period assigned to the arch is about B. C.

600. We thought we discovered a contradiction of the idea in Egypt, but the -
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present case is far more satisfactory, ‘The whole of the long passage of 50 feet,
the chamber 15 feet square, the two doors, and the passage under the pools, in
each case, are true Roman arches with a perfect key-stone. Now as it has never
been seriously doubted that Solomon built the pools ascribed to him, and to which
he probably refers in Ecclesiastes ii. 6, the arch must of course have been well-
known about or before the time of the building of the first temple, B. C. 1012,
The ¢sealed fountain,’ which is near, has the same arch in several places ; but
this might have been Roman. But here the arched ways passed probably the
whole distance under the pools, and at least coeval with them, or were rather
built before them, in order to convey the water down the valley ‘to water there-
with the wood that bringeth forth trees.

What I saw convinced me, at least, that the perfect key-stone Roman arch was
in familiar use in the time of Solomon, or one thousand years before the Chris-
tianera. Youra, most truly, : James C. RicaMoxND.

COST OF SOLOMON’S TEMPLE.

Tre temple of Solomon was only a small building, and very inferior in point
of size to some of our churches, its dimensions being only one hundred and five
feet broad ; its splendor and superiority lay in the richness of its materials, its or-
naments, and the cloisters and other buildings by which it was surrounded. It
was built of white marble, so excellently put together, that the joints could not
be distinguished, and the whole building looked as though it had been cut out
as one entire stone, The timber was cedar and olive wood, covered with plates
of gold, and studded with jewels of many hues.

“The whole expense of this building,” says Prideaux, ¢ was so prodigious, as
gives reason to think that the talents, whereby the sum is reckoned, were an-
other sort of talents of a far less value than the Mosaic talents : fof what is said’
to be given by David, and contributed by the princes towards the building of the
temple at Jerusalem, if valued by these talents, exceeded the vdlue of eight
hundred millions of our money, which were enough wherewith to have built all
that temple of solid silver.”. ’

But if we take a valuation of the talent from Villipandus, the expense of the
building and ornaments amounted to £6,904,922,500 sterling! The value of
the gold vessels alone was £546,296,200 sterling, and of silver ones £439,344,000,

. Added to this were the wages, provisions, and other necessarieg for 110,000
workmen and 70,000 slaves, for upwards of seven years; besides 300 grand
masters, and 3,300 overseers, to whom, in addition to the wages, King Solomon
presented as a free gift, £6,763,977.

Hence the treasure left by David amounted to £911,416,207. The princes of
Israel animated by this example, presented a still greater sum towards the ac-
complishment of this glorious undertaking. In addition to these treasures, Solo-
mon devoted the greater part of his annual income to the same purpose, and this
¥as immense. The yearly treasures imported from Ophir amounted to four
hundred and fifty talents, or £3,240,000 sterling of our money, and his annual
tribute from dependent nations was £4,796,200.”
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TRANSBLATED FROM THE GERMAN,

Tue Mason promises at his initiation, not to betray the secrets of the Order
by writing, and notwithstanding the great number of the so called printed works
on Freemasonry which we have, there is not an author of one of those works who
has been a traitor to the real secret of the Craft. When it is maiutained by the
world that the books which are said to have been written by oppressed Freema-
sons down unto Sarsena, contain the secrets of Freemasonry it is a very great
error. To publish an account of the ceremonies of the Lodge, however wrong
they may be ; does not communicate the secrets of Freemasonry, no more than
the Liturgy of the Church contains true religion. Neither are any of the printed
Rituals correct, they are printed from memory, and not from Lodge work. In
Europe there are at least eleven different Rituals and if every one of them was
printed correctly, it could contain only a small portion of the forms of Freema-
sonry. Neither has any one, who has been admitted into the higher degrees,
published the secrets of those degrees. Inquiries into the history of the Order,
and the true meaning of its hieroglyphics and ceremonies by learned Brethren
cannot be considered treason, for the Order itself recommends the study of its
history, and that every Brother should instruct his fellows as much as possible.
It is the same with the printed explanation of the moral principles and symbols of
the Order, we are recommended to study them incessantly, until we have made
ourselves masters of the valuable information they contain ; and when our learned
and caatious Brethren publish the result of their inquiries, they ought to be most
welcome to the Craft. It is the duty of every one to go forward in the path of
knowledge, more especially of a Free and Accepted Mason®who is bound to re-»
ceive information and communicate instruction at all times and in all places
where it is practicable, and it is with this simple motive that the greater part of
Masonic works have been published, and up to this hour there is not one of them
that has done the society any real harm. We do not know to this. day the
real secrets of the ancient Mysteries, but we know many of their ceremonies of
initiation, and if those ceremonies had not been described then and handed down
to us, we should have been dissatisfied. This is certain, that that Brother who
does not increase his knowledge of the Order by the study of the best Masonic
works will make a slow progress in Masonic practice, if he does not become dis-
appointed altogether We must remember that the members of several Lodges
only meet once a month, and that many members who reside where there is no
Lodge, and do not visit one even in that time, and there is not always sufficient
time to communicate instruction on the regular Lodge nights, and to do the other
business of the Lodge at the same time. Many Brethren, who have printed Ma-
sonic works, can with justice refer to Grand Lodges, who have shown them the
examplg. We may particularly refer to the Constitution Book of the old Grand
Lodge in London : the history of Freemasonry, and of the Lodges in Scotland,
by Laurie: Grundversig, the Grand Lodge, Royal York, at Berlin : the Constitu-
tion Book of the Lodge Archimedes, at the Three Reisebretten in Altenberg ;
the Vienna Journal of the Lodge zur Eintracht, and many song books published
by different Lodges. The most of those works may be bought of any bookseller.
"T'here are certainly very few Lodges now which refuse to procure any Masonic
works when published. If the Master of the Lodge finds a Masonic work to be
of no use, let him point out to the Brethren, in open Liodge, the falsehoods or errors
it may contain, and he may then be assured it will do little or no harm. Many
men, who are now Brethren, read much of the Order before they were initiated,
and this was the very reason of their being initiated ; reading did not, or could
not satisfy them. But let him who writes and publishes any thing be discreet—
let him instruct the Brethren agreeably to the rules of the Order ; but do not let
him for one moment forget that he owes obedience to the rules, laws, and regu-
lations of the Order.
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A FracuenT.—The sentiment that ¢ Masonry flourishes not amid excitement,”
.is fully responded to by us, as being one of the heaven-boon characteristics of the
glorious fabric. Nutionsrise and fall—they flash before the world suddenly—as it
were, in a day=then sink to rise, nevermore. Sects and parties grow up to impor-
tance, and dwindle away into insignificance, and are forgotten. ~These things
happen through the ages of time, amidst blood-shed and carnage of every cast:
Masonry flourishes not ‘““amid excitement,” but like the silent spirit of the Great
Being, it walks forth among the people of this globe, doing its good work of Faith,
and Hope, and Charity.

@bituary.

Comeanton SCOTT J. TALLMAN.

At a Communication of Montgomery Royal Arch Chapter, Brunswick, Me., the
following preamble and resolutions were adopted : — ’
Whereas it has pleased the Supreme High Priest to'remove by death our M. E.

Companion Scort J. Taruman, Esq., of Bath, a worthy and devoted member of

this Royal Arch Chapter, therefore

Resolved, That we deeply lament the loss we have sustained in the death of our
late Past High Priest, and that as a tribute of respect to his memory, the jewels of
this Chapter be clad in mourning.

Resolved, That we tender our heartfelt sympathies to the bereaved family of our
deceased friend, in view of their severe affliction.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Chapter forward a copy of these resolutions
to the widow and family of our deceased Companion.
