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After the subject of a revision of the Webb-
Fenton Monitor had been informally discussed
among the brethren for several years, the
Grand Lddge, in 1895, placed the matter in the
hands of an able committee, who gave much
thought and study thereto.

Upon the recommendation of this commit-
tee, as the result of their labor and research, it
was determined to make some additions to the
paragraph upon the lamb skin or white leath-
ern apron, and to make few other changes ex-
cept verbal ones to correct ungrammatical
words or phrases, leaving the general text of
the work as we have had it for the last half a
century. ‘

The Grand Lodge having formally adopted
this work in January, 1897, as recommended by
its committee, it now becomes, in truth, “The
Michigan Masonic Monitor,” and by that name
it will hereafter be designated.

In arranging it for printing, all those parts
heretofore published with the old editions of
the Webb-Fenton Monitor that were simply
explanatory or historical in character, and
those which more properly belong to the “Blue
Book,” have been eliminated, and we now have
in a compact and systematized form, unincum-
bered with anything of a different nature, the
monitorial work as authorized to be used in
the Michigan Lodges.

A careful study of this work is commended
to the Masters and brethren of this jurisdic-
tion. Fraternally,

LOU B. WINSOR,
Grand Secretary.

+






THE
MICHIGAN MASONIC MONITOR:

Copyrighted 1897, by the Grand Lodge J
F. & A. M., Michigan.

CHAPTER I.

A PRAYER,
Used at Opening a Lodge.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon this
meeting, so happily begun. May it be conducted
in order and closed in harmony. Amen.

*
X 3k
A PRAYER, /
Used at Closing the Lodge.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us,
and all regular Masons. May brotherly love
prevail, and every moral and social virtue cement
1us. Amen. ' '
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***
DECLARATION
To be assented to by a Candidate, previous to
Initiation.

Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,
before these gentlemen, that unbiased by the
solicitation of friends, and uninfluenced by mer-
cenary motives, you freely and voluntarily offer
yourself a candidate for the mysteries of Ma-
sonry? I do.

Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,
before these gentlemen, that you are prompted
to solicit the privileges of Masonry by a favor-
able opinion conceived of the institution, a de-
sire of knowledge, and a sincere wish to be ser-
viceable to your fellowmen? I do.

Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,
before these gentlemen, that you will cheerfully
conform to all the ancient established usages and
customs of the Fraternity? I do.

* **
A PRAYER,

Used at the Initiation of a Candidate.

VOUCHSAFE thine aid, Almighty Father
of the Universe, to this our present convention;
grant that this candidate for Masonry may dedi-
cate and devote his life to Thy service, and be-
come a true and faithful brother among us. In-
due him with a competency of Thy Divine wis-
dom that bv the pure principles of our. fraternity
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he may be better enabled to display the beauties
-of brotherly love, relief, and truth; to the honor
of Thy holy name! Amen.

*
* X

SCRIPTURE.

BEHOLD, how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity.

It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s
beard: that went down to the skirts of his gar-
ments:

As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that
descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for
evermore.—Psalm CXXXIV.

*
* ok

THE LAMB SKIN,

Or white leathern apron, is an emblem of inno-
cence, and the badge of a Mason: more ancient
than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; more
honorable than the Star and Garter, or any other
Order that can be conferred upon you at this time,
or at any future period, by king, prince, potentate
or any other person, except he be a Mason; it is
hoped you will wear it with equal pleasure to
yourself and honor to the Fraternity.

It may be, my Brother, that, in the years
to come, upon your brow will rest the laurel
leaves of victory; from your breast hang jewels
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fit to grace the. costliest diadem. Nay, more;
with light added to the coming light, your am-
bitious feet may tread round after round of the
ladder that leads to fame within our mystic circle,
and even the purple of our fraternity may rest
upon your honored shoulders. But never again
from mortal hands, never again until your en-
franchised spirit shall have passed upward and
inward-through the pearly gates, shall any honor
so distinguished, so emblematic of purity, and all
perfection, be bestowed upon you as this which I
confer to-night.

It is yours, my Brother, yours to wear
through an honorable life, and at your death —
for we are all born to die —if you are then a
Master Mason in good standing, it may be laid
upon the coffin which encloses your lifeless re-
mains, and with them laid beneath the silent clods
of the valley. May its pure and spotless surface
be to you a constant reminder of unblemished
purity of life and rectitude of conduct; a never
ending argument for higher thoughts, for nobler
deeds, for purer actions. And when at last your
weary feet shall have reached the end of their toil-
some journey, and from your nerveless grasp
shall forever drop the working tools of life, may
the record of your life and conduct be as pure and
spotless as this fair emblem which I now place
within your hand.

And when your soul shall stand naked and
alone before the Great White Throne, may it be
your lot, my Brother, to hear from Him who sit-
teth there as Judge Supreme, the welcome words,



9

“Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord.”

% * * %t * * * *

*
%k 3k

THE TWENTY-FOUR INCH GAUGE _

Is an instrument made use of by operative Ma-
sons, to measure and lay out their work ; but we,
as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to make -
usé of it for the more noble and glorious purpose
of dividing our time. It being divided into
twenty-four equal parts is emblematic of the
twenty-four hours of the day, which we are
taught to divide into three equal parts, whereby
we find a portion for the service of God and a dis-
tressed worthy brother; a portion for our usual
avocations; and a portion for refreshment and
sleep.

***
THE COMMON GAVEL

Is an instrument made use of by operative Ma-
sons to break off the corners of rough stones,
the better to fit them for the builder’s use; but
we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to
make use of it for the more noble and glorious
purpose of divesting our minds and consciences
of all the vices and superfluities of life, thereby
fitting us, as living stones, for that spiritual build-
ing — that house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.
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*
* %
THE'BADGE OF A MASON.

The lamb has, in all ages, been deemed an
emblem of innocence,; he, therefore, who wears
the lamb-skin as a badge of Masonry, is there-
fore continually reminded of that purity of life
and conduct which is essentially necessary to his
gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge above,

where the Supreme Architect of the Universe
presides.

***
THE COVERING

Of a Lodge is a clouded canopy or starry-decked
heaven, where all good Masons hope at last to
arrive, by the aid of that theological ladder, which
Jacob, in his vision, saw ascending from earth to
heaven ; the three principal rounds of which are
denominated faith, hope, and charity; and which
admonish us to have faith in God, hope in im-
mortality and charity for all mankind. The
greatest of these is Charity, for Faith may be lost
in sight, Hope ends in fruition, but Charity ex-
tends beyond the grave through the boundless
realms of eternity.,

*
* %k -
THE FURNITURE OF A LODGE

Is the Holy Bible, the Square, and the Compasses.
The Bible is dedicated to God; the Square to the
Master : and the Comdpasses to the Craft.



11

THE BIBLE is dedicated to God, because
it is the inestimable gift of God to man;
* * * * * - * *

The Square to the Master, because, being
the proper Masonic emblem of his office, it is
constantly to remind him of the duty he owes to
the Lodge over which he has been chosen to pre-
side; and the Compasses to the Craft, because,
by a due attention to its use, they are taught to
regulate their desires and keep their passions
within due bounds.

***
THE ORNAMENTS

of a Lodge are the Mosaic Pavement, the In-
dented Tessel, and the Blazing Star. The Mo-
saic Pavement is a representation of the ground
floor of King Solomon’s Temple with a Blazing
Star in the center ; the Indented Tessel, that beau-
tiful tesselated border or skirting which sur-
rounded it. The Mosaic Pavement is emblematic
of human life, checkered with good and evil ; the
beautiful border which surrounds it, of those
blessings and comforts which surround us, and
which we hope to obtain by a faithful reliance on
Divine Providence, which is hieroglyphically rep-
resented by the Blazing Star in the center.

%k
* %k

THE MOVABLE JEWELS

Are the Rough Ashlar, the Perfect Ashlar, and
the Tryoctle Ronvrd
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The Rough Ashlar is a stone as taken from
the quarry in its rude and natural state. The
Perfect Ashlar is a stone made ready by the work-
man, to be adjusted by the tools of the fellow-
craft. The Trestle Board is for the master work-
man to draw his designs upon.

By the Rough Ashlar we are reminded of
our rude and imperfect state by nature; by the
Perfect Ashlar, that state of perfection at which
we hope to arrive by a virtuous education, our
own endeavors, and the blessing of God; and by
the Trestle Board we are reminded that, as the
operative workman erects his temporal building
agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by
the master on his trestle board, so should we.
both operative and speculative, endeavor to erect
our spiritual building agreeably to the rules and
designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of -
the Universe in the Book of Life, or the Holy
Scrlptures which is our spiritual trestle board.

*
X ¥
TO WHOM DEDICATED.

In ancient times Lodges were dedicated to
King Solomon,
* * * * * * * *

But in modern times they are dedicated to St.
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist,
who were eminent patrons of Masonry ; and since
their time there is represented in every regular
and well governed Lodge a certam pomt wzthm a
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Brother; the circle representing the boundary
line of his duty to God and man, beyond which
he is never to suffer his passions, prejudices or
interests to betray him on any occasion. This
circle is embordered by two perpendicular parallel
lines, representing St. John the Baptist, and St.
John the Evangelist, who were perfect parallels
in Christianity as well as Masonry ; and upon the
vertex rests the book of HOLY SCRIPTURES,
which points out the whole duty of man. In go-
ing round this circle, we necessarily touch upon
these two lines, as well as upon the Holy Scrip-
tures ; and while a Mason keeps himself thus cir-
cumscribed, it is impossible that he should ma-
terially .err.

* **
BROTHERLY LOVE.

By the exercise of brotherly love, we are
taught to regard the whole human species as one
family ; the high and low, the rich and poor ; who
being created by one Almighty Parent, and in-
habiting the same planet, are to aid, support, and
protect one another. On this principle Masonry
unites men of every country, sect, and opinion,
and conciliates true friendship among those who
might otherwise have remained at a perpetual
distance.

RELIEF.

To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent
on all men; but particularly on Masons, who are

L LR P B E TRV RS, I e DU N DL PR .S
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affection. To soothe the unhappy, to sympathize
with their misfortunes, to compassionate their
miseries, and to restore peace to.their troubled
minds, is the grand aim we have in view. On
this basis we form our friendships and establish
our connections.

TRUTH.

Truth is a Divine attribute, and the founda-
tion of every virtue. To be good and true is the
first lesson we are taught in Masonry. On this
theme we contemplate, and by its dictates en-
deavor to regulate our conduct; hence, while in-
fluenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are
unknown among us, sincerity and plain dealmg
distinguish us, and the heart and tongue join in
promoting one another’s welfare, and rejoicing
in one another’s prosperity.

*
* %k
TEMPERANCE

Is that due restraint upon our affections and
passions which renders the body tame and gov-
ernable, and frees the mind from the allurements
of vice. This virtue should be the constant prac-
tice of every Mason, as he is thereby taught to
avoid excess, or the contracting of any licentious
or vicious habit, indulgence in which might lead
him to disclose some of those valuable secrets
which he has promised to conceal and never re-
veal, and which would consequently subject him
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to the contempt and detestation of all good
Masons.

E * % * % * * *

FORTITUDE

Is that noble and steady purpose of the mind
whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain,
peril or danger, when prudentially deemed ex-
pedient. This virtue is equally distant from rash-
ness and cowardice, and, like temperance, should
be deeply impressed upon the mind of every
Mason, as a safeguard or security against any
illegal attack that may be made, hy force or other-
wise, to extort from him any of those secrets with
~ which he has been so solemnly intrusted. This
was emblematically represented upon his first ad-
mission into the Lodge.

* * % * * * * *
PRUDENCE

Teaches us to regulate our lives and actions
agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is that
habit by which we wisely judge and prudentially
determine on all things relative to our present as
well as to our future happiness. This virtue
should be the peculiar characteristic of every
Mason, not only for the government of his con-
duct while in the Lodge, but also when abroad
in the world ; it should be particularly attended to
in all strange and mixed companies, and should
constantly remind him never to let fall the least
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sign, token, or word whereby the secrets of Ma-
sonry might be unlawfully obtained.

* * * * * * * *

JUSTICE

Is that standard of right, which enables us to ren-
der to every man his just due, without distinction.
This virtue is not only consistent with Divine and
human laws, but is the very cement and support
of civil society ; and, as justice in a great measure
constitutes the really good man, so should it be
the invariable practice of every Mason never to
deviate from the, minutest principles thereof.
* ¥

CHARGE.

BROTHER: As you are now introduced
into the first principles of Masonry, I congratu-
late you on being accepted into this ancient arid
honorable institution — ancient, as having ex-
isted from time immemorial; and honorable, as
tending, in every particular, so to render all men
who will be conformable to its precepts. No in-
stitution was ever established on a better principle
or more solid foundation; nor were ever more
excellent rules and useful maxims laid down than
are inculcated in the several Masonic lectures.
The greatest and best of men in all ages have
been encouragers and promoters of the art, and
have never deemed it derogatory from their dig-
nitv to level themselves with the Fraternity. to
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extend their privileges, and patronize their as-.

semblies.

There are three great duties, which, as.a
Mason, you are charged to inculcate —to God,
your neighbor, and yourself. To God, in never
mentioning His name but with that reverential
awe which is due from a creature to his Creator;
to implore His aid in all your laudable under-
takings, and to esteem Him as your chief good;
to your neighbor, in acting upon the square, and
doing unto him as you would wish that he should
do unto you: and to yourself, in avoiding all

irregularity and intemperance, which may impair-

your faculties, or debase the dignity of your pro-
fession. A zealous attachment to these duties
will insure public and private esteem.

In the state, you are to be a quiet and peace-
ful subject, true to your government, and just to
your country; you are not to countenance dis-
loyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal
authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the
government of the country in which you live.

In your outward demeanor be particularly
careful to avoid occasion for censure or reproach.
Let not interest, favor, or prejudice bias your
integrity, or influence you to be guilty of a dis-
honorable action. Although your frequent ap-
pearance at our communications is earnestly
solicited, yet it is not meant that Masonry should
interfere with your necessary vocations, for these
are on no account to be neglected ; neither are you

to suffer your zeal for the institution to lead you
ntn arotiment with thoce who throtioh ionorance

.
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may ridicule it. At your leisure hours, that you
may improve in Masonic knowledge, you are to
converse with well-informed brethren, who will
always be as ready to give as you will be to re-
ceive instruction. :

Finally: Keep inviolably secret the mys-
teries of the fraternity, as these are to distinguish
you from the rest of the community, and mark
your consequence among Masons. If, in the cir-
cle of your acquaintance, you find a person de-
sirous of being initiated into Masonry, be par-
ticularly careful not to recommend him unless
you are convinced that he will conform to our
rules ; that the honor, glory, and reputation of the
institution may be firmly established, and the
world at large convinced of its good effects.

CHAPTER IIL
*
* sk
SCRIPTURE.

Thus he showed me; and, behold, the Lord
stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with
a plumb-line in His hand. And the Lord said
unto me, -Amos, what seest thou? And I said,
a plumb-line. Then said the Lord, behold, I will
set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel:
I will not again pass by them any more.—.4mos,
vii :7-8.
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*
* %

PLUMB, SQUARE AND LEVEL.

The plumb is an instrument made use of by
operative Masons, to try perpendiculars; the
square, to square their work; and the level, to
test horizontals; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make use of them for
more noble and glorious purposes; the plumb ad-
monishes us to walk uprightly in our several sta-
tions before God and man, squaring our actions
by the square of virtue, and remembering that we
are traveling upon the level of time to that “un-
discovered country from whose bourne no trav-
eler returns.” '

*
* X
OPERATIVE MASONRY.

By operative Masonry we allude to a proper
application of the useful rules of architecture,
whereby a structure will derive figure, strength,
and beauty, and whence will result a due pro-
portion and a just correspondence in all its parts.
It farnishes us with dwellings, and convenient
shelters from the vicissitudes and inclemencies
" of the seasons; and, while it displays the effects
of human wisdom, as well in the choice as in the
arrangement of the sundry materials of which an
edifice is composed, it demonstrates that a fund
of science and industry is implanted in man for
the. best. most salutarv. and beneficent purposes.
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SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

By speculative Masonry we learn to subdue
the passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue
of good report, maintain secrecy, and practice
charity. It is so far interwoven with religion as
to lay us under obligations to pay that rational
homage to the Deity, which at once constitutes
our duty and our. happiness. It leads the con-
templative to view with reverence and admiration
the glorious works of the creation, and inspires
him with the most exalted ideas of the perfec-
tions of his Divine Creator.

* * * * * % * %

In six days God created the heavens and the
earth, and rested upon the seventh day; the
seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren conse-
crated as a day of rest from their labors, thereby
enjoying frequent opportunities to contemplate
the glorious works of the creation, and to adore
their great Creator.

*
% X

ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE.

By order in architecture is meant a system of
all the members, proportions, and ornaments of
columns and pilasters; or, it is a regular arrange-
ment of the projecting parts of a building, which,
united with those of a column, form a beautiful,
nerfect and comnlete whole
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*
* %

ITS ANTIQUITY.

From the first formation of society, order in
architecture may be traced. When the rigor of
seasons obliged men to contrive shelter from the
inclemency of the weather, we learn that they
first planted trees on end, and then laid others
across to support a covering. The bands which
connected those trees at the top and bottom are
said to have given rise to the idea of the base and
capital of pillars; and from this simple hint
originally proceeded the more improyed art of
architecture.

The five orders are thus classed: The Tus-
can, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite.

THE TUSCAN.

Is the most simple and solid of the five orders.
It was invented in Tuscany, whence it derives its
name. Its column is seven diameters high; and
its capital, base, and entablature have but few
moldings. The simplicity of the construction of
this column renders it eligible where ornament
would be superfluous.

THE DORIC

Which is plain and natural, is the most ancient,
and was invented by the Greeks. Its column is
eight diameters high, and has seldom any orna-

ments on base or capital except moldings; though
R P . . S, £ NS PUUN. TR R AT, Jtin PR, |
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metopes, and triglyphs compose the ornaments of
the frieze. The solid composition of this order
gives it a preference in structures where strength
and noble simplicity are chiefly required.

" The Doric is the best proportioned of all the
orders; the several parts-of which it is com-
posed are founded on the natural position of solid
bodies. In its first invention it was more simple
than in its present state. In after times, when it
began to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric,
for when it was constructed in its primitive and
simple form, the name of Tuscan was conferred
on it. Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric in
rank, on account of its resemblance to that pillar
in its original state,

THE IONIC

Bears a kind of mean proportion between the
more solid and delicate orders. Its column is
nine diameters high; its capital is adorned with
volutes, and its cornice has dentals. There is
both delicacy and ingenuity displayed in this
pillar, the invention of which is attributed to the
Tonians, as the famous Temple of Diana at
Ephesus was of this order. It is said to have
been formed after the model of an agreeable
young woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her
hair, as a contrast to the Doric order, which was
formed after that of a strong, robust man.

THE CORINTHIAN,

The richest of the five orders, is deemed a mas-
torntece nf art  Tte coalitimn 1e ten diametere -hich
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and its capital is adorned with two rows of
leaves and eight volutes, which sustain the abacus.
The frieze is ornamented with curious devices,
the cornice with dentals and modillions.

This order is used in stately and superb
structures. It was invented at Corinth, by Cal-
limachus, who is said to have taken the hint of
the capital of this pillar from the following re-
markable circumstance: Accidentally passing by
the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a basket
of toys, covered with a tile, placed over an acan-
thus root, having been left left there by her nurse.
As the branches grew up, they encompassed the
basket, till, arriving at the tile, they met with
an obstruction, and bent downward. Callimachus,
struck with the object, set about imitating the
figure; the base of the capital he made to repre-
sent the basket; the abacus the tile, and the vol-
utes the bending leaves,

THE COMPOSITE

Is compounded of the other orders, and was
contrived by the Romans. Its capital has the two
rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and the volutes
of the Ionic. Its column has the quarter-round,
as the Tuscan and Doric order; is ten diameters
high, and its cornice has dentals or simple modil-
lions. This pillar is generally found in buildings
where strength, elegance and beauty are dis-
played.
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*
* *

THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN
ARCHITECTURE.

The ancient and original orders of architec-
ture, revered by Masons, are no more than three,
the Doric, Ionic, and CorINTHIAN, which were
invented by the Greeks. To these the Romans
have added two: the Tuscan, which they made
plainer than the Doric; and the Composite, which
was more ornamental, if not more beautiful, than
the Corinthian. The first three orders alone,
however, show invention and particular charac-
ter, and essentially differ from each other; the
two others have nothing but what is borrowed,
and differ only accidentally; the Tuscan is the
Doric in its earliest state; and the Composite is
the Corinthian, enriched with the Ionic. To the
Greeks, therefore, and not to the Romans, we are
indebted for what is great, judicious and distinct
in architecture.

*
x ok
THE FIVE SENSES OF HUMAN NATURE

Are hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling and tasting.

HEARING

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds,
and are capable of enjoying all the agreeable
charms of music. By it we are enabled to enjoy
the nleaciiree of eactetv and recinrocallv to.com-
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municate to each other our thoughts and inten-
tions, our purposes and desires; while thus our
reason is capable of exerting its utmost power
and energy.

‘The wise and beneficent Author of Nature
" intended by the formation of this sense, that we
should be social creatures and receive the greatest
and most important part of our knowledge by the
information of others. For these purposes we
are endowed with hearing, that by a proper exer-
tion of our rational powers, our happmess may be
complete.

SEEING

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects,
and in an instant of time, without change of
place or situation, view armies in battle array,
figures of the most stately structures, and all the
agreeable variety displayed in the landscape of
nature. By this sense we find our way in the
pathless ocean, traverse the globe of earth, de-
termine its figures and dimensions and delineate
any region or quarter ot it. By it we measure
the planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in
the sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more: by it
we perceive the tempers and dispositions, the
passions and 'affections of our fellow-creatures,
when they wish most to conceal them; so that,
though the tongue may be taught to lie and dis-
semble, the countenance would display hypocrisy
to the discerning eye. In fine, the rays of light,

PR . R, DUy TR WY N JR. R PR
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astonishing parts of the animated creation, and
render the eye a peculiar object of admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The
structure of the eye, and its appurtenances, evinces
the admirable contrivance of nature for perform-
ing all its various external and internal motions; .
while the variety displayed in the eyes of different
animals, suited to their several ways of life,
clearly demonstrates this organ to be the master-
piece of nature’s work.

FEELING

Is that sense by which we distinguish the differ-
ent qualities of bodies; such as heat and cold,
hardness and softness, roughness and smooth-
ness, figure, solidity, motion, and extension.

These three senses, Hearing, Seeing, and
Feeling, are deemed peculiarly essential among
Masons. ‘

SMELLING

Is that sense by which we distinguish odors, the
various kinds of which convey different impres-
sions to the mind. Animal and vegetable bodies,
and, indeed, most other bodies, while exposed to
the air, continually send forth effluvia of vast
subtilty, as well in the state of life and growth, as
in the state of fermentation and putrefaction.
These effluvia, being drawn into the nostrils along
with the air, are the means by which all bodies
are smelled. Hence it is evident that there is a

manifest appearance of design in the great Crea-
tar’e havine nlanted the oroan of emell 1in the 1n-
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side of that canal through which the air con-
tinually passes in respiration.

TASTING -

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the
choice of our food. The organ of this sense
guards the entrance of the ailmentary canal, as
that of smelling guards the entrance of the canal .
for respiration. From the situation of both these
organs it is plain that they were intended by
Nature to distinguish wholesome food from that
which is nauseous. Everything that enters into
the stomach must undergo the scrutiny of tast-
ing; and by it we are capable of discerning the
changes which the same body undergoes in the
different compositions of art, cookery, chemistry,
pharmacy, etc.

Smelling and tasting are inseparably con-
nected, and it is by the unnatural kind of life
men commonly lead in society, that these senses
are rendered less fit to perform their natural
offices.

On the mind all our knowledge must de-
pend: what, therefore, can be a more proper sub-
ject for the investigation of Masons? By ana-
tomical dissection and observation we become ac-
quainted with the body; but it is by the anatomy
of the mind alone we discover its power and prin-
ciples. ,

To sum up the whole of this transcendent
measure of God’s bounty to man, we shall add,
that memory, imagination, taste, reasoning, moral

narcontinan and all the artive nawvwrere ~f +he enit1l



28

present a vast and boundless field for philosophi-
cal disquisition, which far exceeds human inquiry,
and are peculiar. mysteries, known only to nature
and to nature’s God, to whom we and all are in-
debted for creation, preservation, and every bless-
ing we enjoy.

*
* X
THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND
SCIENCES.

The seven liberal arts and sciences are Gram-
mar, Rwetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geomeltry,
Music and Astronomy.

GRAMMAR

Teaches the proper arrangement of words ac-
cording to the idiom or dialect of any particular
people; and that excellency of pronunciation
which enables us to speak or write a language
with accuracy, agreeably to reason and correct

usage.
RHETORIC

Teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on
. any subject, not merely with propriety, but with
all the advantages of force and elegance; wisely
contriving to captivate the hearer by strength of
argument and beauty of expression, whether it
be to entreat or exhort, to admonish or applaud.

LOGIC

Teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in
the ceneral knowledoe of thinos and directs olur
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inquiries after truth. It consists of a regular
train of argument, whence we infer, deduce, and
conclude, according to certain premises laid
down, admitted, or granted; and in it are em-
ployed the faculties of conceiving, judging, rea-
soning and disposing; all of which are naturally
led on from one gradation to another, till the
point in question is finally determined.

" ARITHMETIC

Teaches the powers and properties of numbers,
which is variously effected, by letters;-tables, fig-
ures, and instruments. By this art, reasons and
demonstrations are given for finding out any cer-
tain number, whose relation or affinity to another
is already known or discovered.

GEOMETRY

Treats of the powers and properties of magni-
tudes in general, where length, breadth, and
~ thickness are considered from a point to a line,

from a line to a superficies, and from a superficies
to a solid. :

A point is a dimensionless figure, or an in-
visible part of space.

A line is a point continued, and a figure of
one capacity, namely, length.

A superficies is a figure of two dimensions,
namely, length and breadth.

A solid is a figure of three dimensions,
namely, length, breadth and thickness.

By this science, the architect is enabled to
~ranctriiet hice nlane and evectite hice decione * the
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general to arrange his soldiers; the engineer to
mark out ground for encampments; the geog-
rapher to give us the dimensions of the world,
and all things therein contained; to delineate the
extent of seas, and specify the divisions of em-
pires, kingdoms, and provinces; by it, also the
astronomer is enabled to make his observations,
and to fix the duratien of times and seasons, years
and cycles. In fine, geometry is the foundation
of architectur