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Original Dedication.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
CHARLES TENNYSON D’EYNCOURT, M.P.

M. A, F.R.S., F.A.S., ETC.

ONE OF THE EQUERRIES OF HIS R. H. THE DUKE OF SUSSEX, PROVINCIAL
GRAND MASTER OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS FOR
THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN.

My Drar Siz,

Warwst I was engaged in arranging these papers for
the press, I received the gratifying intelligence that the
friend and supporter of all my literary labours had been
elevated, by His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, to
the superintendence of Freemasonry in Lincolnshire, in
the capacity of its Provincial Grand Master. It required
no deliberation to determine at whose feet these Lectures
should be placed; for duty and inclination alike concur
in the propriety of inscribing them to you, as the osten-
sible guardian of Masonry within the Province, and the
legitimate patron of all its collateral pursuits.

To your energies I confidently look for the spread of
Masonry in this extensive county. From your enlight-
ened understanding and vigorous superintendence I anti-
cipate measures that will secure to the man of letters a
profitable employment for his time in the tyled recesses
of the Lodge; for it may be fairly presumed that if his
mind be not deeply interested in the investigations, he
will soon bid adieu to Freemasonry.

Experience is a species of wisdom that is seldom erro-
neous; and it amply confirms the opinion that a masonic
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Lodge is founded upon an insecure basis if it rejects from
its illustrations the philosophy, and contents itself with
the technicalities of the science; like one possessing the
keys of a rich casket of splendid jewels, which he has
not the curiosity to open, that their rarity or value may
be cmrec*ly estimated.

It is well known that in our Lectures, much scope is
afforded for amplification both in science and morals; it
cannot then be a futile expectation, while knowledge is
making such a rapid progress in the present age of free
inquiry, that by the judicious rule and masterly elucida-
tions of our legitimate governors, our Lodges will main-
tain their proper character of schools of virtue and dis-
pensers of the liberal arts.

Imbued with these sentiments, it affords me no incon-
siderable degree of pleasure to associate your name with
these Lectures, assured as I am that it will recommend
them to the notice of the fraternity.

I have the honour to be, my dear Sir,
Your faithful servant and Brother,
GEORGE OLIVER, D.D.

‘Wolverhampton,
Dec. 7th, 1840.
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PREFACE.

THE excellent Preston says, with much justice, ¢ Many
are deluded by the vague supposition, that our mysteries
are merely nominal ; that the practices established
amongst us are frivolous ; and that our ceremonies may
be adopted or waived at pleasure. On this false basis
we find too many of the Brethren hurrying through all
the degrees of the Order, without adverting to the pro-
priety of one step they pursue, or possessing a single
qualification to entitle them to advancement. Passing
through the usual formalities, they consider themselves
authorised to rank as Masters of the Art, solicit and
accept offices, and even assume the government of the
Lodge, equally unacquainted with the rules of the In-
stitution that they pretend to support, and the nature
of the trust which they are bound to perform. The
consequence is obvious; anarchy and confusion ensue,
and the substance is lost in the shadow.—Hence men,
who are eminent for ability, rank, and fortune, frequently
view the honours of Masonry with indifference; and,
when their patronage is solicited, either accept office
with reluctance, or reject them with disdain.

“ Masonry has long laboured under these disadvantages,
and every zealous friend of the Order must earnestly
wish for a correction of the abuse. Of late years, it
must be acknowledged, our assemblies have been in
general better regulated; of which the good effects are
sufficiently displayed, in the judicious selection of our
members, and the proper observance of our general
regulations. '
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«“Were the Brethren who preside at our meetings to
be properly instructed previous to their appointment,
and duly apprised of the- offices they are chosen to
support, a general reformation would speedily take place.
This conduct would establish the propriety of our gov-
ernment, and lead men to acknowledge that our honours
were not undeservedly conferred; the ancient conse-
quence of the Order would be restored, and the reputa-
tion of the Society preserved. Till genuine merit shall
distinguish our claim to the honours of Masonry, and
regularity of deportment display the influence and utility
of our rules, the world in general will not be led to re-
concile our proceedings with our professions.”*

In coincidence with these sentiments, I am decidedly
of opinion that much general knowledge is necessary to
expand the mind, and familiarise it with masonic discus-
sions and illustrations, before a Brother can be pro-
nounced competent to undertake the arduous duty of
governing a Lodge. A Master of the work ought to
have nothing to learn. He should be fully qualified, not
only to instruct the younger Brethren, but to resolve
the doubts of those who are more advanced in masonic
knowledge; to reconcile apparent contradictions; to
settle chronologies, and to elucidate obscure facts or
mystic legends, as well as to answer the objections and
to render pointless the ridicule of our uninitiated adver-
saries.

Impressed with these ideas at a very early period of
my masonic career, it occurred to me that some aid was
wanting to convey a species of information on the subject
of our antiquities which was not generally attainable in
the common routine of our Lodge pursuits; and that
desideratum T entertained the ambition of attempting to
supply. How far I have succeeded must be submitted

* Tustr., p. 12, Edit. xiv. and xv.
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to the fiat of the literary and intelligent portion of our
community. The series is before them, and to their de-
cision I implicitly bow.

The comprehensive nature of the inquiries embraced
in the present volume has not been without its difficul-
ties. The arrangement is in a great measure new, and
proportionably abstruse, and, therefore, I have advanced
with much caution, and have not ventured to introduce
any single fact without its accompanying authority.
Hence, any person who may be desirous of following in
the same track, will be comparatively free from the in-
tricacies with which I have been surrounded ; and may
refer without difficulty to the original sources from
whence I have drawn my information.

It is to be hoped that this work will display the
beauty of Christianity with some degree of effect, by
portraying the abhorrent superstitions and revolting
customs which were introduced amongst all nations
during the prevalence of idolatry, and the absence of
Licut from the mind; for, during the entire period from
the Dispersion to the Advent of Christ, the whole world,
with a very inconsiderable exception, sat in DARKNESS
AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, and were enveloped in a veil
of delusion so impervious that all the exertions of their
wisest philosophers were ineffectual to obtain the least
glimmering of light, until it burst upon the world with
effulgent glory in the person of our blessed Redeemer.

It will be seen by those who have perused the former
edition, that I have altered my original plan, and have
comprised the whole work in twelve Lectures, that the
arrangement may correspond with my former publica-
tions on Freemasonry.

The whole of the original work has been retained ex-
cept a few paragraphs which have been struck out of
the fifth Lecture, because they were considered irrele-
vant. Much additional matter has been substituted;
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and it is hoped that the general value of the work is
greatly increased.

The notes with which each Lecture is accompanied
are of great extent and variety. By this means I have
been enabled to embody a considerable- portion of inte- .
resting matter without swelling out the volume to an
unwieldy and inconvenient size; and I flatter myself
that the general reader will meet with a fund of enter-
taining information which will materially assist him in .
any researches he may be inclined to make, either into
the antiquity of Masonry, or the parallel institutions of
the heathen world.



ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue Publisher of this Edition being desirous that I
should subjoin a list of the authorities which I original-
ly consulted to elucidate the various subjects of which
it treats, under an impression that such a means of refer-
ence might be useful to the Fraternity, I have endeavour-
ed to comply with his request, although the task has
been attended with some difficulty. It is several years
since the History of Initiation was written, and at that
period I had access to many valuable works which were
not in my own collection. I am now resident in a dis-
tant part of the country, and, to supply such a catalogue,
I must depend principally upon the strength of my
memory, which is not particularly retentive; for even
the greater part of my own library is in Lincolnshire.
Should there be any inaccuracies, therefore, in any of
the titles, size, or number of volumes, I must claim the
indulgence of my readers. The list does not contain all
the works which I found it necessary to consult: and I
regret to add, that I do not possess the means of making

it more extensive and correct. G. O.
AruLFaraGiI Historia Pocockii,2 vols ~ Banier’s Mythology, 4 vols. 8vo.
4to. Bardwell’s Temples, 8vo.
Acosta’s History of the Indies. Barruel’s History of the French Revo-
/Eschylus, by Potter, 8vo. lution, 8vo. y
Ammiani Marcellini, ITistoria, fo. ————— Memoirs of Jacobinism, 4
Anderson’s Constitutions, 4to. . vols. 8vo.
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Annales Usheri, fo. teer, vol. viii. 8vo.
Apuleii Opera, 2 vols. 8vo. Bacon, R. Opus Majus, fo.
Arabian Nights Entertainment, 4 vols.  Bernier's Travels in theMogul Empire,
12mo. 2 vols. 8vo.
Aristophanes, Greek and Latin, square  Berosus apud Eusebium, fo.
0. Bhagvat Geeta, 4to.
Asiatic Researches, 12 vols. 8vo. Bilson’s Survey of Christ's Sufferings:
Ayeen Akbery, 3 vols. 4to. Bin Washish’s Ancient Alphabets, by
Hammer, 4to.
Babylon, Ruins of, 8vo. Blair s Chronology, fo.
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HISTORY OF INITIATION,

LECTURE I
GENERAL INTRODUCTION. '

IntriaTioN may be traced to a period of the most re-
mote antiquity. In the infancy of the world the cere-
monies would be few and unostentatious, and consist,
perhaps, like that of admission into Christianity, of a
- simple dustration, conferred alike on all, in the hope that
they would practise the social duties of benevolence and
good will to man, and unsophisticated devotion to God.!
It was after the stream of iniquity had inundated the
world, and bad men had turned a sacred institution into
ridicule from its simplicity? and ,easiness of access, that
some discriminations became necessary, and the rites as-
sumed a higher and more imposing form. The distin-
guished few who retained their fidelity, uncontaminated
by the contagion of evil example, would soon be able to
estimate the superior benefits of an isolated institution
which afforded the advantage of a select society, and kept
at an unapproachable distance, the profane scoffer, whose
presence might pollute their pure devotion and social
converse by contumelious language or unholy mirth. To
prevent such intrusion, therefore, the rites of initiation
would become progressively more complicated, and some

! This was, doubtless, primitive Masonry ;—in reality nothing more
than the practice of those simple moral precepts which were enjoined
by areligion, pure as it came from the hand of God, and unadulterated
by the innovations of man.

* Warburton says, that it was an universal opinion that the heathen
Mysteries were instituted pure; (Div. Leg., vol. i,, p. 172,) referring,
doubtless, to the primitive Science here described, which was the great
origina] from whence they were derived.
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distinctive tokens would be adopted as infallible tests to
exclude the uninitiated ; and enable the pious worshipper
to detect with unerring certainty the truth or falsehood of
any pretensions to a fraternity with the faithful followers
of the true God3 Their ordinary employment was in the
cultivation of the mind, by pursuits of literature,* the
study and contemplation of God’s wisdom, in making,
ordering, and governing the world; together with obser-
vations on the motions of the heavenly bodies, and the
sciences of astronomy and geometry therein employed ;
which are sublime studies, and suppose or involve some
skill in Letters, first used in writing and in numbering.®
The study of Astronomy was indeed a favourite pursuit
with the Freemasons, so to call them,® who flourished be-
fore the Deluge, and would doubtless be one of the Sciences
inculcated on the initiated. Whether it led to the prac-
tice of the Sabean superstition is matter of conjecture;’

3 The divine Enoch gave to these rites a decisive character, and
added to the practice of divine worship the study and application of
human science. “Enoch was the first who invented books, and differ-
ent sorts of writing. The ancient Greeks declare that Enoch is the
same as Mercury Trismegistus, and that he taught the sons of men
the art of building cities, and enacted some admirable laws. In his
days 180 cities were built; of these, that which was the least, was
Edessa. lle discovered the knowledge of the Zodiac and the course
of the Planets ; and he pointed out to the sons of men, that they should
worship God, that they should fast, that they should pray, that they
should give alms, votive offerings and tenths. He reprobated abomin-
able foods and drunkenness, and appointed festivals for sacrifices to
the Sun at each of the Zodiacal Signs, &c., &c.” (Bar Hebraeus, cited
by Wait. Orient. Ant., p. 182.) It will be observed that in the latter
partof the above quotation, Enoch is converted into an idolater; but
the author evidently blendsinto one, the characters of Enoch and Enos.
According to our traditions, Enoch was a very eminent Freemason,
and the conservator of the true name of God, which was subsequently
lost even amongst his favourite people, the Jews. )

* According to the Bechinath Happerushim, the doctrine of the
Patriarchs before the flood consisted of traditions of the Creation,
Paradise, the Seventh day, the Fall of Man, Cain’s fratricide, &c., to
which, after the Flood, were added the Seven precepts of Noah. Vid.
Wait. ut supra. Pref,, p. viil.; and the Antiquities of Freemasonry, by
the Author of this Work, p. 93.

% Cumb. Sanch., p. 226. .

¢ This was the race which the Freemasons of the present day regard
as their most early predecessors in the practice of rites, to which acci-
dent gave the name of Masonry. Vid. Ant. of Masonry, p-17.

7 Bishop Cumberland says, “the chief suggestion which Mdses has
given us concerning the beginning of idolatry before the Flood, is in



INTRODUCTION. 3

but we have no certain’ evidence that it produced any
surreptitious rites, bearing a character similar to the
polluted Mysteries of the postdiluvians.® Such was Ini-
tiation in these primeval ages, and thus it passed through
the hands of the antediluvian patriarchs, unalloyed by
any innovations which might tend to vitiate its benefits,
or circumscribe its blessings.’

Gen. iv.,26: the words being translated, as in the margin of our Bibles,
then, while Enos lived, men began to call THEMSELVES by the name of
the Lord ; i.e. to be deified.” (Cumb. Sanch., p. 304.) Maimonides,
however, was decidedly of opinion that the antediluvians were addicted
to the solar and sideral worship. 'These are his words: “In the days
of Enos, the son of Seth, men fell into grievous error, dnd even Enos
himself partook of their infatuation. Their language was, that since
God had placed on high the heavenly bodies, and used them as his
ministers, it was evidently his will, that they should receive from man
the same veneration as the servants of a great prince justly claim from
the subject multitude. Impressed with this notion, they began to
build temples to the stars, to sacrifice to them, and to worship them,
in the vain expectation that they should thus please the Creator of all
things. At first, indeed, they did not suppose the stars to be the only
deities, but adored in conjunction with them, the Lord God Omnipo-
tent. In process of time, however, that great and venerable Name
was totally forgotten, and the whole human race retained no other
religion than the idolatrous worship of the host of heaven.” (Maim.
de Idol. apud Fab. Mys. Cab., vol. i,, p. 10.) The patriarch Noah,
however, should have been excepted from this general charge of
idolatry, for we know from an authority higher than that of
Maimonides, that Noah was a just man and walked with God.
(Gen. vi. 9.) 3

8 The early attachment to this science thus displayed, produced
some very curious fables in subsequent ages. Thus Atlas is represented
as supporting the heavens on his shoulders ; a fiction arising entirely
out of his reputed hnowledge of astronomy, for Atlas was but a per-
sonification of Enoch, who is said to have invented or greatly improved
this sublime science. Heraclitus (de incred., ¢, 4,) tells us that Atlas
was the first eminent astronomer of the antediluvian world, and
Eupolemus in Eusebius (Preep. Evan,, c. ix., 17,) ascribes the inven-
t(iion of astronomy to Enoch, which is no inconsiderable proof of their
identity. .

9 A Masonic tradition is in existence, that our antedjluvian Brethren
engraved their ineffable secrets on pillars, and deposited them in a
cavern of the earth. In corroboration of this legend, the authors of
the Universal History say, that *“ Manetho extracted his history from
certain pillars which he discovered in Egypt, whereon inscriptions had
been made by Thoth, or the first Mercury, in the sacred letters and
dialect ; but were, after the Flood, translated from'the sacred dialect
into the Greek tongue, and laid up in the private recesses of the
Egyptian temples. These pillars were found in subterraneous caverns,
near Thebes, and beyond the Nile, not far from the sounding statue of
Memnon, in a place called Syringes, which are described to be certain
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But after the Flood the altar of Darkness! was arrayed
against the altar of Light ; the patriarchal ordinances were:
perverted ; the rites of Buddha were engrafted on the
pure ceremonies of the masonic ritual," and the plains of
Shinar resounded with the frantic yellings of the rebel-
lious Cuthites.> By subsequent corruptions, the arkite
rites thus boldly introduced,”at length assumed the more
complex form of Brahmenism," and were solemnized with

winding apariments under ground, and which, as it is said, those who
were skilled in ancient rites, foreseeing the coming of the Deluge, and
fearing lest the memory of their ceremonies should be obliterated,
built and confrived vaults, dug with vast labour, in several places;
cutting on the walls many sorts of birds and beasts, and innumerable
kinds of animals, which they called hieroglyphical letters.” (Vol. i,
. 39.

P 12 may be observed here, thatin all the idolatrous systems, Dark-
ness was honoured with peculiar marks of veneration, by reason of its
supposed priority of existence; for those who were unable to extend
their ideas beyond the creation of this world, always considered dark-
ness to have been of greater antiquity than light; and hence their
cosmogonies all commence with dark chaos. This principle was iden-
tified with the Great Mother, (for Venus and Night were the same
individual deity, Orph. Hymn. 2.) who, representing equally the earth
and the ark of Noah, remained enveloped in the blackest shades of
darkness, both before the creation and during the prevalence of the
diluvian waters, (Vid. Signs and Symbols, by the Author of this
‘Work, Lect. 6.) And this awful goddess was no other than the Isis,
or (f)eres: or Rhea, or Ceridwen of the Mysteries. (Signs and Symb.,
pref.

aL ?‘ It has been often supposed,” says Malcolm, “that Buddhism
resembles Brahmenism, which is a great mistake.. No two systems
can be more opposite, or bear less evidence of being derived from each
other. Brahmenism has incarnations, but Buddhism admits of none,
for it has no permanent god. That has a host of idols; this only one.
That enjoins bloody sacrifices ; this forbids all killing. That requires
atrocious self tortures; this inculcates few austerities. That makes.
lying, theft, and other vices sometimes commendable, and describes
the gods as.excelling in those enormities; this never coufounds right
and wrong, and never excuses any sin. That makes absorption into
deity the supreme good; this annihilation. .

12 Faber contends that idolatry commenced at Babel, from that pas-
sage in which “the prophet of the Apocalypse styles Babylon or
Babel, the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth’; (Rev.
vili,, 5,} by which is meant, in the figurative language of scripture, that
all the abominations of apostate idolatry originated from that city as
from a common parent.” (Pag. Idol., vol. i., p. 77.

14 Signs and Symbols, Lect. 5.

! The mysterious systems of polytheism branched off into two great
sects, which have been distinguished by mythologists, under the names
of Buddhism and Brahmenism, each possessing its own peculiarities,
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such splendour of ceremonial pomp and imposing mag-
nificence of decoration, that they excited universal notice,
and their peculiar symbols were introduced into the
celestial sphere.® The apostacy was attractive, and the
spurious initiations aimed at extinguishing the unpre-
suming blaze of truth, which is now denominated Masonry,
supported only by the unpopular recommendations of
silent devotion to God and unoffending simplicity to man ;
accompanied by alife which coveted no distinctions in this
world, but such as emanate from piety and virtue. At the
dispersion, the architects of Babel travelled into distant
countries, each tribe under its ostensible leader, bearing
the sacred ark of the favourite deity, under whose pro-
tection they penetrated into unknown climes, and settled
in such situations as promised to yield them shelter and
support.® The surreptitious initiations accompanied each
tribe, increasing in pomp and celebrity, until they literally
covered the earth as the waters cover the sea.” They
gprang up in the East like some insignificant plant, but

which marked a distinctive character; separating their professors
from cach other by conflicting ordinances, and often producing inex-
tinguishable hatred and sanguinary hostility. The mixed tribes, who
emigrated from Shinar under the direction of a Cuthite priesthood
and nobility, adopted the latter system, while the unmixed tribes
adhered to the former. (Fab. Pag. ldol., vol. ii, p. 36.) Thé Indians,
the Greeks, (except Pythagoras, who practised a modification of
Buddhism,) and the Britons were Brahmenists, while the Chinese, the
Japanese, the Persians, and the Saxons were Buddhists. The dis-
tinctions between these two sects were. arbitrary. The Buddhists
were Magians, the Brahmenists were Sabians; and how abhorrent
soever it may appear from the mild and bloodless character of the
primitive Buddha, the former maintained their superiority by the

" sword, the latter were peaceable, and addicted to the arts of civil and
social life. In some nations the two systems became, in subsequent
ages, 50 intimately blended, that the minute distinctions of each were
swallowed up in the broad outline of the general scheme. Of these,
the Indians and the Britons may be marked out as the chief.

5 Fab. Mys. Cab., vol. i., p. 203.

181t is evident from Josephus, (Ant. Jud., L. i., c. 4.) that a regular
idolatrous priesthood was established prior to that dispersion ; for he
says, citing from Hestizeus, “the priests of Jupiter the congueror, sur-
viving the general destruction, having preserved the holy vessels and
ornaments, repaired with them to Babylon.”

W Zosim., L. iv., apud Warb. Div. Leg. It is a melancholy fact, that
before the advent of the Messiah, the whole earth was polluted with
these abominations; and every country had its system of religious
mysteries ;—all partaking of the source from which they undoubtedly
sprang.
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grew and enlarged with such prodigious rapidity and
strength, that soon their vigorous branches spread from
east to west, from north to south. The continent of Asia
was pervaded in every part of its vast and spacious sur-
face; the shores of Africa basked under their shade, and
disseminated their abominations; they-imparted activity
to the adventurous designs of the Phenician merchants,
and gave distinction to the Greek and Roman name;
the distant isles of Britain and Hibernia; the eold and
inhospitable regions of Scandinavia and Iceland, alike
yielded to their sway; and even the distant and unknown
colonies which peopled the woods and forests of the new
world, felt and acknowledged their utility in enslaving
and reducing to abject submission the savage nature of
their fiercé inhabitants.’®

The universal Deluge would produce a tremendous
effect on the minds of the survivors, and as a knowledge
of this terrible event was propagated amongst their pos-
terity, it would naturally be accompanied by a veneration
for the piety,and afterwards for the persons of the favour-
ed few who were preserved from destruction by the visi-
ble interference of the Divinity. This veneration, increas-
ing with the march of time, and with the increasing
oblivion of the peculiar manner in which their salvation

18 The Mysteries, after they were once instituted, which probably
took place on the plains of Shinar, before the dispersion of mankind,
spread over the world with a rapidity which is truly astonishing. They
were introduced into India by Brahma, into China and Japan by
Buddha, into Egypt by Thoth the son of Mizraim, (Ant. Mas., p. 148,)
into Persia by Zeradusht, (Pococke. Spec. Hist. Arab., p. 147,) into
Greece by Melampus, (Herod., L. ii,, c. 4.,) or Cadmus, (Epiphan. adv.
Her,, L. i.) into Boeotia by Prometheus and his son, (Etnaus. Pausan.
Baeot., p. 300, )into Crete by Minos, into Samothrace by Eumolpus or
Dardanus, (Bp. Marsh. Horz Pelasg., p. 9,) into Messené by Caucon,
(Pausan. Messen., p. 281,) into Thebes by Methapus, into Athens by
Erectheus, into Etruria by Philostratus, (Apoll. Bibl.; 1. iii., c. 5,) into
the city of Arene by Lycus,into Thrace by Orpheus, into Italy by the
Pelasgi, (Bp. Marsh. Hor. Pelasg., p. 9,) into Cyprus by Cinyras, into
Gaul and Britain by Gomer or his immediate descendants, into Scan-
dinavia by Sigge or Odin, (Mal. North. Ant., v.1., p. 62,) into Mexico
by Vitzliputzli, (Purch. Pilg., b. viii., ¢. 10,) and into Peru by Manco
Capac and his wife. (Garcilasso. b. i., c. 15.) Hence it will follow,
by a clear induction, that all the Mysteries throughout the world
were the same in substance, being derived from one source, and cele-
brated in honour of the same deities, though acknowledged under
different appellations.
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was accomplished, at length assumed the form of an
idolatrous worship, and Nimrod, the first open apostate,
instituted a series of divine honours to Noah and his triple
offspring, who were identified with the Sabian worship,
and gave the original impulse to the helioarkite supersti-
tion. Hence the Sun and Noah were worshipped in
conjunction with the Moon and the Ark,” which latter
subsequently represented the female principle, and was
acknowledged in different nations, under the various ap-
pellations of Isis, Venus, Astarte, Ceres, Proserpine, Rhea,
Sita, Ceridwen, Frea, &c., while the former, or male prin-
ciple, assumed the names of Osiris, Saturn, Jupiter, Nep-
tune, Bacchus, Adonis, Hu, Brahma, Odin, &c.,* which
by degrees introduced the abominations of the phallic
worship ; while Vesta represented the Ark itself, Minerva
the divine wisdom and justice, which produced the Deluge
and preserved the ark upon its waters, Iris was the rain-
bow, and Juno the arkite dove. On these rude begin-
nings the whole complicated machinery of the Mysteries
was formed, which completely banished from the political
horizon of idolatry the true knowledge of God, and of a
superintending providence. Each of these deities had
legitimate and appropriate symbols, which ultimately
became substituted for the antitype, and introduced
amongst mankind the worship of animals, and the inani-
mate objects of the creation.

Added to this, the doctrine of the influences of the
heavenly bodies over the affairs of men was assiduously
inculcated, and as the supernal deities were consecrated
into the principal stars, their priests were supposed to be
invested with a power of directing those influences at
pleasure; and the high rewards of a residence with them
in the same happy mansions was held out to all the virtuous
who embraced their opinions ; which may afford an additional
reason why the system extended itself so generally over

19 Mr. Faber conceives that “the ancient mythologists considered
the whole frame of the heavens in the light of an enormous ship. In
it they placed the Sun, as the fountain of light and heat; and assigned
to him, as the acknowledged representative of the great father, the
office of pilot.” (Pag. Idol., vol. i., p. 36.)

» These were the various appellations which different people bestowed
on the same divinity, the founder of their nation,male or female. They
constitute the same false principle to which the Mysteries were uni-
versally consecrated.
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the face of the earth; for the priests, thus potent and
despotic, would not fail to consign to universal execration
and contempt in the present world, and eternal torment
in the next, the impious contemner of their rites, while
rewards and honours would be accumulated on those who
distinguished themselves in the defence of their apostacy
from the simplicity of primitive worship.?

And the triumph of this diabolical system was com-
plete by the invention of the Metempsychosis,? in which
they were taught to believe that the unhappy soul of the
wicked despiser of the Mysteries was doomed to a trans-
migration of three thousand years’ duration. This doctrine
was a fearful engine in the hand of a politic priesthood to
enslave the mind through the influence of imaginary
fears. What could be more terrible than the contempla-
tion of a punishment which degraded the human soul
beneath its natural superiority of character, and consigned
it to a long succession of transmigrations through the
polluted bodies of ravenous beasts, or loathsome rep-
tiles 7 And who would be bold enough to reject or

% Maurice asserts, from Porphyry in Eusebius, that in the most
early times, “the whole Thebais united in acknowledging a supreme,
presiding Spirit, whom they called Cneph, upon whick account they
were excused from paying the public tazes, levied to defray the ex-
pences of maintaining the sacred animals adored in the cities of
Egypt.” (Ind. Ant.,vol. iv., p. 672.) Cneph was a serpent-deity, and
was afﬁlrmed to be the creator of the world. (Euseb. prep. Evan., I.
iii., c. 11.)

% The greatest philosophers of all ages and nations considered this
doctrine to be perfectly orthodox. Malcolm gives a curious account of
the transmigration of Godama, the Buddhist king. ¢ Godama was
the son of a king, who had previously lived in four hundred millions
of worlds, and passed through innumerable conditions in each. In
this world he had been almost every sort of worm, fly, fowl, fish, or
animal, and in almost every grade and condition of human life.
Haying in the course of these transitions, attained immense merit, he
at length was born son of the above-mentioned king. The moment he
was born, he jumped upon his feet, and spreading out his arms, ex-
claimed— Now I am the noblest of men! This is the last time I shall
ever be born?” When in this state his mind was enlarged, so that he
remembered his former conditions and existences, of which he re-
hearsed many to his followers. Five hundred and fifty of these narra-
tions have been preserved, one relating his life and adventures as a
deer; another as a monkey, elephant, fowl, &ec.”

® Thus, in the ordinances of Menu, it is decreed, that, “a man who
designedly takes away the prbperty of another, or eats any holy cake
not first presented to the deity at a solemn rite,” in defiance, I suppose,

.
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contemn a system which bore the ensigns of such a dread-
ful retribution?

Meanwhile the true light of Masonry declined in public
estimation as the rapid progress of its earth-born* adver-
sary made all nations and people and languages bend
before it, until it- gave portentous intimation of ap-
proaching decay; and nought could have saved it from
extinetion, had it not been reinvigorated by the Essenes,
a well-intentioned sect of people amongst the Jews, who
took charge of the forsaken Institution,® cherished it in

or contempt of the holy ordinance, “shall inevitably sink to the con-
dition of a brute.” (Sir W. Jones, Works, vol. iii., p. 453.) “The slayer
of a Brahmin must enter, according to the circumstances of his crime,
the body of a dog, a boar, an ass, a camel, a bull, a goat, a sheep, a stag,
a bird, chandala, or a pucassa”. (Ibid., p. 451.) *“He who steals the gold
of a priest, shall pass a thousand times into the bodies of spiders, of
snakes and chameleons, of crocodiles and other aquatic monsters, or of
mischievous blood-sucking demons.” (1bid.,p.451.) Inthe Bhagvat Geeta
this degrading species of punishment is still more pointedly denounced
on the despisers of the sacred Mysteries. “Because of their folly,”
says the good Crishna, “they adopt false doctrine and continue to live
the life of impurity ; therefore I cast down upon the earth those furious,
abject wretches, those evil beings who thus despise me, info the wombs
of evil spirits and unclean beasts. Being doomed to the wombs of
Assoors, (demons) from birth to birth, at length, not finding me, they
go into the most infernal regions.” (p. 116, 117.)

24 T have denominated the surreptitious initiations earth-born, in con-
tradistinction to the purity of Freemasonry, which was certainly
derived from above. And to those who contend that Masonry is no-
thing more than a miserable relic of the idolatrous mysteries, (vid.
Fab. Pag. Idol., vol. iii., p. 190,) I would reply in the emphatic
words of an inspired apostle; ‘“Doth a fountain send forth at the
same place sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree bear olive ber-
ries? either a vine figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and
fresh. The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
full of mercy and good fruits.” (James iii., 11, 12, 17.) T wish tobe
distinet and intelligible on this point, as some misapprehensions are
afloat respecting the immediate object of my former volume of Signs
and Symbols; and I have been told, that the arguments there used
afford an indirect sanction to the opinion that Masonry is derived
from the Mysteries. In answer to this charge, if it require one, I
only need refer to the general tenor of that volume; and to declare
explicitly my firm opinion, founded on intense study and abstruse
research, that the Science which we now denominate Speculative
Masonry was coeval, at least, with the creation of our globe, and that
the far-famed Mysterics of idolatry were a subsequent institution,
founded on similar principles, with the design of conveying unity and
perqangnce to the false worship, which it otherwise could never have
acquired.

% Vid. “The Progress of Light,” a Sermon, by the author of this
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their bosom, until its rays of light once more began to
illuminate the surrounding darkness; and it thence con-
tinued to enlighten a narrow and restricted path, termi-
nating, however, in the broad and glorious blaze of
splendour that dissipated the unholy shades of idolatry,
in the person of Jesus Christ.

Long antecedent to the time when this benevolent dis-
pensation was promulgated, which brought life and
immortality to light, and clearly revealed those important
truths which the metaphysical reasonings of heathen
philosophy could never fathom, were the practices ex-
hibited which form the subject of the following pages.
In those distant times, and amongst the people who had
renounced the homage which the creature owes to the
Creator, the rites of initiation were so indispensable, that
no one could rise to any degree of celebrity in the reli-
gious or political institutions of polytheism, but by
passing through this preliminary form; it was the only
avenue to honour, wealth, or fame; and the peculiar
blessings of immortality were restricted to those alone,
who had borne without shrinking or complaint, the pri-
vation and actual terrors of this rigorous ordeal. To
despise the Mysteries, or omit -the process of initiation,
were to relinquish all the title to preferment;* and even
the comforts and charms of domestic life were scarcely
attainable without this indispensable qualification, which
was supposed to restore the fallen soul to its original
state of perfection;? for the uninitiated person was vir-
tually an outcast from society, an eternal object of
suspicious jealousy, and almost without the pale of legal
protection. Hence the extreme utility, in these times of
superior light, of investigating a subject of such exten-
sive application and high importance towards elucidating
many abstruse points in the history and mythology of

Work. ILaurie, in his History of Freemasonry in Scotland, has also
taken a clear view of this subject; and has instituted a comparison
between the usages of the Essenes and those of Freemasonry. Laurie
was an intelligent Mason, and has written an useful book ; although
I differ from him on some important points.

2 The first initiation was a sort of baptism, and simple introduction
to religious privileges, conferred on persons in their infancy.

* Plato. Phadone. The Qrphic mysteries were dignified with the
high appellation of Orphoteleste, because the initiated were assured
of certain happiness in a future state.
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the ancient world, which are at present wrapt up in the
mantle of obscurity, and need this Master-Key to bring
them into light. The Casket, which contains a splendid
collection of antique jewels of inestimable value, has
long been closed, and its riches inaccessible to the eager
eye of curiosity; but by the prudent use of this talis-
manic key, the bolts may be withdrawn, and the contents
exposed to the penetrating gaze of antiquarian research.

Initiation involved all the confused and complicated
mechanism of heathen mythology ;. and many of the po-
litical and domestic customs of antiquity may be traced
to the same inexhaustible and prolific source. It was
considered to be a mystical death, or oblivion of all the
stains and imperfections of a corrupted and an evil life, as
well as a descent into hell, where every pollution was
purged by lustrations of fire and water ; and the perfect
Epopt was then said to be regenerated® or new born, re-
stored to a renovated existence of life, light and purity,
and placed under the Divine protection. This was a
figurative representation of the descent of Noah into the
Ark, which was a place of refuge from the punishment
inflicted on the sins with which the old world was stain-
ed.® Here he remained in darkness and solitude, im-
pressed with feelings of horror and apprehension, not
unaptly termed deatk, until the earth had been purified
by a general lustration;® and then with the seven just

%% This Regeneration originated the very curious ceremony of the
Taurobolium and Criobolium, or the bloody baptism of the Bull and
Ram. (Vid. Ant. of Masonry, p. 115.) The ram as well as the bull
was a legitimate symbol of the Ark of Noah, and hence the motives
which produced the superstition will not be difficult to aceount for.

2?9 The eastern Christians had a curious tradition, derived, proba-
bly, from some ceremony in the mysteries, which were decidedly
arkite, that when God ordered Noah to build the Ark, he also directed
him to make an instrument of wood, such as is used in the East at
this day instead of bells, to call the people to worship, and named in
Arabie, nakus, which he was to strike three times every day, not only
to call together the workmen that were building the Ark, but to give
him an opportunity of daily admonishing them of the impending
danger of the Deluge.” (Univ. Hist., vol. i., p. 43.)

®If the theory be correct which supposes the natural cause of the
Deluge to be the near approach of a powerful comet to the earth, as
is advanced by Mr. Whiston, whose power of attraction not only
elevated the tides to a prodigious height above their customary level,
but burst tho central abyss and caused the waters to rush out with a
dreadful concussion—then the lustration may be said, as it actually
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ersons who were incarcerated with him, he emerged
into the light and hope of a new and perfect world on
which the favour of heaven once more smiled, as it did
on the first created man in the garden of Eden. The
candidate, at his initiation, was a representative of the
patriarch during his erratic voyage and subsequent de-
livery from destruction.®® Like Noah, he beheld, in a
figurative manner, the uncontrolled licence of the iron
age,® the anarchy and contentions of the impious race
before the Flood, under the sway of their prince Ophion,®.
—like Noah, he descended into Hades or the Ark, a place

was in the Mysteries, to have been accomplished by fire and water;
and it is remarkable that all the heathen accounts of the Deluge
aseribe that event to the agency of fire. (Ovid. Metam., 1. i.) And
the account in Hesiod’s Theogony of the destruction of the Titans,
who were no other than the impious antediluvians, is replete with
the same terrific machinery ; thunder, lightning, fire, and water. In
the highly figurative account of the Deluge exhibited in the Courma,
Avater of the Hindoos, the mountain Mandar, which represents the
earth, is said to be involved in raging flames which spread destruc-
tion on every side. (Bhagvat Geeta. p.148.) It was, indeed, a com-
mon belicf amongst all nations that the Deluge was accompanied by
a torrent of fire. * Pionus, who suffered martyrdom in the year 250,
under the Emperor Decius, among other things, spake thus to his
unbelieving persecutors :—* Ye yourselves, from your old traditions,
acknowledge that the Deluge of Noah, whom you call Deucalion,
was mingled with fire, yet do you but half understand the real truth
of this matter.”” (Pontoppidon. Hist. Norway, p. 52.) Sale, from
Al Beidawi says, that the waters of the Deluge were reputed to have
burst from a hot-oven at Cufd; (Koran, Edit. 1825, vol. ii., p. 44, in
nota. b.) and the Parsees similarly fabled that the waters proceeded
from the hot-oven of an old woman named Zala. On this curious
subject the authorities are numerous and convineing. The intelligent
reader may profitably consult Hyde de Rel. vet. Pers., ¢. 10.  Vid.
etiam Plat. Tim., p. 22. Plin. Nat. Hist., 1. ii., ¢. 25. Cedren. Hist.
Comp., p. 10. Strabo. Geogr., p. 197. Cudw. Int. Syst., p. 328.
Wilkins., Bhagvat. Geeta, p. 147. Fab. Pag. Idol., vol. ii., b. iii., c.
4. ' Myst. Cab., vol. i., p. 82. Dav. Celt. Res., p. 157. Maur. Ind.
Ant., vol. ii., p. 344. Edda Sner., Fab. 32. Mal. North. Ant., vol. ii.

3 The Mysteries, in all their forms, were funereal. They cele-
brated the mystical death and revivification of some individual, by the
use of emblems at once impious and disgusting. David accuses the
Israelites of this abominable practice in Psalm cvi. (v. 28, 29.) “They
joined themselves to Baal Peor, ( Dionusus, Orph., Hymn 5.) and ate
the sacrifices of the dead. Thus they provoked Him to anger with
their inventions.”

82 Vid. Ovid. Metan,, L i.

33 Apollon. Argon:, 1.i. Ophion was no other than the infernal
Serpent, the equal foe of God and man.
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of solitude and darkness, and here in safety he heard the
dissolution of the world, the rush of. waters, the dis-
memberment of rocks and mountains, the bitter cries and
shrieks of despairing sinners in the agonies of remorse
and death;—like Noah, he passed unhurt through the
purifying element;* and being thus regenerated, like the
diluvian patriarch, he emerged into a new life of purity
and perfection,” and rejoiced in the distinction which, he
was taught to believe, his piety had conferred.®

The legend of initiation was this. Osiris,” king of
Egypt, to confer benefits on the nations around him, left
the government of his kingdom to the care of his wife
Isis, and travelled for three years to communicate to
them the arts of eivilization. On his return, he fell a
sacrifice to the intrigues of his brother Typhon, who had
formed a conspiracy in bis absence to destroy him and
usurp his throne. He was invited to a grand entertain-
ment in the month of November, when the Sun was in
Scorpio, at which all the conspirators were present.

% Ablutions were profusely used during the initiations. Nationes
extranexc—sacris quibusdam initiantur Isidis alicujus, aut Mithre
per lavacrum. (Tertull.) Apuleius thus describes those of Isis: Sa-
cerdos, stipatum me religiosd cohorte, deducit ad proximas balneas;
ot prius sueto lavacro traditum, preefatus Deum veniam, purissime
circumrorans abluit. (Metam., lib. ix.)

8 The aspirant {ﬁgurativel , like Noah in reality, was thus said to
be an inhabitant of two worlgs; and to be equally acquainted with
things past, present, and to come; in praeteritorum memoria et pro-
videntia futurorum. Cic. de Senect.

3 Thus introduced to all the blessings of a new mythological ex-
istence, the aspirant was represented under the figure of a new born
infant seated on the lotos or water lily, which was a symbol of the
Ark of Noah. But the infant and lotos was an emblem of the Sun,
(Plut. de Isid. et Osir., p. 355,) as well as of the aphanism and
euresis ; and, therefore, the regenerated aspirant was an emblem of
the Sun; which agrees with the patriarch Noah in the helio-arkite
superstition.

¥ The fable respecting the birth of Osiris is thus related by the
authors of the Universal History, (vol. i., p. 268): “On the day
Osiris was born, a voice was heard crying out—‘the Lord of all
things is come into the world ;>—or, according to others, a damsel
called Pamyles, going to fetch water from tho temple of Jupiter, at
Thebes, heard a loud voice commanding to proclaim—¢ The great
and beneficent king Osiris is born.” He was delivered to this damsel,
who was directed to nurse him, which she did with all the veneration
due to such a charge; performing the mysteries called Pamylia, like
those styled Palephoria, in honour of the infant.”
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Typhon produced a valuable chest, richly inlaid with
gold, and promised to give it to any person present
whose body it would most conveniently contain. Osiris
was tempted to try the experiment; but was no sooner
laid in the chest, than it was nailed down and thrown
into the river. This was the aphanism of the Mysteries;
and it must be observed that the candidate was put
through a corresponding series of ceremonies to produce
a strong and lasting impression upon his mind. The first
persons who discovered the above transaction were Pan®-
and the Satyrs, who communicated the intelligence to
the inhabitants, and they were filled with horror and
amazement.

The body of Osiris, thus committed to the mercy of
winds and waves, was cast up at Byblus, in Phenicia,®
and left at the foot of a tamarind tree. Isis, in the ex-
tremity of sorrow and despair at the loss of her husband,
set out in company with Thoth, and traversed the earth
in search of the body, making the air re-echo with her
lamentations. After many extraordinary adventures, they
at length gained possession of her husband’s corse, with
which she returned to Egypt in triumph,, intending to
giveit a splendid interment. By the treachery of Typhon
she was again deprived of the body, which was severed
into_fourteen parts, and secretedin as many different places.
Isis, with unparalleled zeal and perseverance, undertook
a second journey to search for the scattered fragments;
and after considerable fatigue, and repeated disappoint-

3 This is said to be the origin of the word panic to express ex-
ceeding great amazement and fear.” (Plut. Is. et Osir., p. 19.)

% The present appearance of the caverns at Byblus, where these
ceremonies were solemnized, is thus described : “ About half a mile to
the southward of the court are two towers, supposed to be sepulchral
monuments, for they stand on an ancient burying place. [The initiations
were always funereal.] They are about ten yards distant from each
other, one in form of a cylinder, crowned by a multilateral pyramid,
thirty-three feet high including the pedestal, which is ten feet high
and fifteen square. The other is a long cone, discontinued at about
the third part of its height ; and, instead of ending ina point, wrought
into an hemispherical form : it stands upon a pedestal six feet high,
and sixteen feet six inches square, adorned at each angle with the
figure of a lion, in a sitting posture. Under ground there are square
chambers of convenient height for & man, and long cells branching out
from them, variously disposed and of different lengths. These sub-
terraneous chambers and cells are cut out of the hard rock.” (Univ.
ITist., vol. ii,, p. 9.)
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ments, she succeeded in finding every part, and buried
them in the several places where they were discovered,
erecting an altar over every grave, to mark the situation
where her beloved husband’s remains were deposited. It
was then procla.fmed that Osiris was risen from the dead ;
and the most extravagant demonstrations of joy were
used to express the sincere delight of the myste on this
interesting occasion. This was the euresis.

It will be observed that the main facts in this fable
were in all eountries the same, although the names of the
individuals in whose honour the rites were celebrated,
varied with the varying language of the people.

Ogygia me Baechum vocat ;
Osirin Egyptus putat ;

Mysi Phanacem nominant;
Dionuson Indi existimant;
Romana sacra Liberum;
Arabiea gens Adoneum.*

As in Egypt Osiris and Isis were the prominent deities,
so in Greeee the rites were celebrated in honour of Bac-
chus and Rhea ;" at Byblus, to Adonis and Venus; in
India, to Mahadeva and Sita; in Britain, to Hu and
Ceridwen ; in Scandinavia, to Woden and Frea, &e. ; and
amongst the Pelasgi they were called the mysteries of the
Dii Magni. Inevery instance these divinities represented
the two most obvious lights of heaven, the sun and the
moon.#? On the above legend the dramatic scenes of
initiation were constructed. They were pompous and
imposing, and conducted with great splendour, as vehi-
cles intended to uphold false systems of religion; and

% Auson. Epig. 30.

4 The emblemns by which this goddess was designated are so strik-
ing, that I cannot resist the opportunity of quoting them from the
learned Bryant. (Anal, vol. iii., p. 247.) She is figured as a beauti-
ful female personage and has a chaplet in which are seen ears of corn
like rays. Her right hand reclines on a pillar of stone, in her left are
spikes of corn, and on each side a pomegranate. Close by her
side stands the bechive, out of the top of which there arise corn and
flowers, to denote the renewal of seasons, and promise of plenty. In
the centre of these fruits, the favourite emblem, the pomegranate, ap-
pears again and crowns the whole.

4 Dion. Hal,, I. 2, ¢. 12. Macrob. Saturn., L. c. 21. Died. Bibl, L. p.
10. Varrode Ling. Lat., 1. 4, p. 17. Orph. Fragm., iv., p. 364. Virg.
Georg., 1. 1. Montif. Ant., tom, 2, p. 189. W. Arch., vol. 1., p. 365.
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while they embodied important truths of revelation,
studiously concealed them from the knowledge of all but
those who were interested in perpetuating the imposture.
A new language, mysterious and symbolical, was
adapted to these celebrations; and a system of hierogly-
phics, legible only to the initiated, placed the learning,
the morality, and the politics of every nation as decidedly
out of the reach of popular acquirement, as if they had
been incased in a rock of adamant.® And the jealousy
of the hierophants, or dispensers of these Mysteries, be-
came at length so strongly excited, that trembling for.
their secret, they subsequently invented a new hierogly-
phic or sacred symbolical character* and language, which
was exclusively appropriated to the highest Degree of
their Order;*® in which it is probable that nearly the
same symbolical characters were made use of, but the
hidden meaning attached to each was entirely changed ;*
so that even those who had been initiated into the pre-
liminary Degrees, and made acquainted with the common
curiologic and tropical hieroglyphics, were as completely
ignorant of the nature and secrets of the ineffable De-
grees, to which but few were admitted, as the uninitiated
themselves.?” So artfully were these mysteries construet-
ed, that they were perfectly understood by none but the
hierophants and mystagogues, whose interest and per-
sonal welfare were bound up in their concealment; and
they succeeded so effectually in establishing an absolute
control, by the influence of visionary and preternatural

% Vid. Pococke. Descr. of Egypt, vol. i., p. 227.

# Herod., 1. ii., 36. kg A

# So effectually was the meaning of these hieroglyphics hidden from
all but the distinguished few, that in process of time the interpreta-
tion was entirely lost. At the invasion of Cambyses it was but im-
perfectly understood ; and in the time of Alexander the Maccdonian,
none could be found to show the meaning of, or design anew, a hiero-
glyphical inscription. }

% Thus, if in the common hieroglyphic, a hawk signified the human
soul, in the sacred hieroglyphic it would stand for Expedition ; and
ﬁllt!.les e;scntially would the signification of every particular emblem be
altered.

¥ An opinion was industriously promulgated, that the sacred hiero-
glyphic and language was the same as was used by the celestial deities.
(Jambl. de Myst., § 7, c. 4.) A phonetic alphabet has recently been
discovered amongst these hieroglyphics, which is described and ex-
plained in my Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry, p. 122.

%

"
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terrors, that the very name of Inrtiation, though pos-
sessing a wild charm, whose effects on the mind were
indescribable,* yet would conjure up unheard of fears,
and blanch the cheek with imaginary apprehensions. Its
process, by artful changes, introduced at different periods,
in shades so delicate as to be unobserved, had become
revolting ;¥ its probations were severe. Innumerable
ceremonies, wild and romantic, dreadful and appalling,
had been engrafted on the few expressive symbols of
primitive observance; and instances have occurred where
the terrified aspirant, during the protracted rites, has
absolutely expired through excess of fear.®

It has been observed that the priests were peculiarly
interested in the general dissemination of the Mysteries,™
and therefore it is no wonder that they should endeavour
to induce as many as possible to participate in the
advantages which were ostensibly attached to the process
of initiation. For this purpose the Mysteries were pro-
claimed the beginning of anew life of reasonand virtue;*
and the initiated, or esoteric companions were said to
entertain the most agreeable anticipations respecting

8 Whence the Greek proverb, when any one was transported with
extraordinary sensations of pleasure, Enonrevéey uoe doxds, I feel as
though I had been initiated. (Vid. Warb. Liv. Leg., vol. i), p. 166.)

# Clemens of Alexandria exclaims with indignation: “ Such are your
voluptuous symbols—your insulting theologies—the institutions of
your libidinous gods—your satyrs, naked nymphs; and contests of
buffoons exposed in shameless nudity.” Tt is a melancholy fact, that
in the mysteries practised at Alexandria, chiddren of both sexes were
slain ; divination being effected, by their entrails, and their flesh eaten.
(Socr.. L. 3., ¢, 13.)

© Vid. infra, Lect. vii.

8t The whole of Egypt, says Diodorus, being divided into a number
of parts called nomes by the Greeks, each of these is governed by a
Nonarcha, to whom the care of its public concerns is entrusted. The
land being everywhere divided into three portions, the first is occupied
by the priesthood, who are held in the greatestrespect by the inhabit-
ants, as being devoted to the worship of the gods; and as possessing

«the greatest power of understanding, from the superiority of their
education; and from the revenues of these lands they perform all
sacrifices throughout Egypt, and support the servants of the temples
as well as their own families; for they hold that tho administration of
the honours of the gods ought not to be fluctuating, but to be con-
ducted always by the same persons, and in the same manner; and
that those who are above all their fellow citizens in wisdom and know-
ledge, ought not to be below any of them in the comforts and conve-
niences of life. &2 Cic. de Leg., 1. ii,, c. 14,

3



18 HISTORY OF INITIATION.

death and eternity ;* to comprehend all the hidden mys-
teries of nature ;** to have their soul restored to the
state of perfection from which it had fallen, and at their
death to be elevated to the supernal mansions of the
gods.® They were believed also to convey much tem-
poral felicity, and to afford absolute security amidst the
most imminent dangers by land or water.® On the other
hand a public odium was studiously cast on those who
refused the rites.” They were considered as profane
wretches, unworthy of public employment or private
confidence ;*® sometimes proscribed as obdurate atheists,”
and finally condemned to everlasting punishment. And®
to heighten the impression, the despisers of the Mysteries
were considered marked men. They were exhibited in
the dramatic machinery of initiation as enduring the
pains of Tartarus—a doom which was pronounced to be
everlasting. These motives were strengthened by that
undefined principle of curiosity, which is always excited
by a system in which secrecy forms a prominent feature ;
for the human mind, reaching forward to extended infor-
mation, seeks for it in those institutions where it is sup-
posed to be preserved; and the knowledge which is
enveloped in mystery is frequently courted with greater
eagerness than that which is open to public inspection.
We do not esteem the sciences or languages which we
know equally with others of which we are ignorant ; and
those are always deemed the most abstruse, of which we
possess the least degree of information. From the pre-
valence of this general feeling it was that such a high
degree of public curiosity attached to the Mysteries.
They professed to be a short and certain step to universal
knowledge, and to elevate the soul to absolute perfection ;
but the means were shrouded under the impenetrable veil

& Isoc. Paneg. .5 Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.

% Plat. Phaed. The evidences of this fact are numerous and weighty ;
and serve to prove that a future state of rewards and punishments
formed o prominent doctrine in the Mysteries.

% Schol. in Aristoph. Iren., v. 275. Thus the Argonauts are fabled
to have been initiated at Samothrace, to procure an uuspicious voyage.
(Apollon. Rhod. Argon.) The faith in such protection, however,
was suspended on the possession of amulets which were delivered te
tho candidates at their initiation.

57 Warb. Div. Leg., vol. i., p. 140. 58 Plat. Phad.

% Lucian. Demon. @ QOrig. cont. Cels., 1. viii.
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of secrecy, sealed by oaths and penalties the most tre-
mendous and appalling.”®  This feeling was not a little
encouraged by the hieroglyphical characters with which
the walls, columns, and ceilings of the most sacred tem-
ples were curiously decorated. A laudable thirst after
knowledge prompted the youth of all ranks to aspire to
the ambition of decyphering the meaning and illustration
of these obscure symbols, which were said to have been
communicated to the priests by revelation from the celes-
tial deities. Initiation was the only means of acquiring
this knowledge, and it is therefore ne wonder that initia-
tion was 80 much in request.®

There was also another quality of the mind which
served to recommend the mysteries :—that strange at-
tachment to the marvellous by which every grade of
human nature is swayed. To excite this sentiment in all
its sublimity of horror, the initiations were performed at
the dead of night (e ox0ve rac »wxt)®  No severity of pro-
bation could deter the bold and determined aspirant from
encountering terrors and actual dangers which led to the
gratification of his curiosity; and the shades of darkness
imparted vigour to the passion which looked forward to
a recompense of such an exalted nature.*

o See Meurs. Elusin., ¢. 20, and many other authorities which will
satisfy the most sceptical, that the system was a kind of Inquisition,
Egsgd on terror, and supported by superstition of the very worst

ind.

6 All persons were initiated into the Lesser, but few into the Greater
mysteries.

© Eurip. Bacchant., Act. 2. Black, the emblem of night, was con
sidered the proper colour to shadow the mysteries : (Strabo. Georg.,
L 17,) and hence the early idolatry of most nations was directed to »
black stone ; (Porph. apud. Euseb. prep. even., l.iii., ¢. 3.  Appollon
Rhod. Argon., L i, 1176,) and when this stone was in the form of a
Cube, it was emblematical of the altar of Noah. Even the detached
tribes of wandering Arabs venerated the black stone Kasbah, which
is described as being originally * whiter than snow and more brilliant
than the sun.”” At the time of the §flood, say the Arabian writers,
*1t was taken up to heaven, or elsewhere, where God chose, and re-
stored to Abraham, by the angel Gabriel, when he built the temple.”
(Al Azli, cited by Wait, Orient. Ant., p. 41.)

* Darkness was an emblem of death; and death was a prelude to
resurrection. It will at once be seen, therefore, in what manner the

doctrine of the resurrection was inculcated and exemplified in these
remarkable institutions.
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But the potent spell which sealed the authority of the
hierophant -was the horrid custom, resorted to in times
of pressing danger or calamity, of immolating human
vietims,® the selection of which was commonly the
prerogative ‘of the chief hierophant.® It is difficult to
pronounce, with ‘any degree of precision, what was the
origin of this revolting practice, although it might prob-
ably have arisen from" an imperfect knowledge of the
prediction of - the ' Messiah.” Thus were the initiated
placed, by the sanction of supernatural apprehensions, at
the absolute disposal of the hierophant; and the most
exalted rank was not exempt from an abject subserviency,
which' was cemented by fearful oaths and heavy and
‘destructive penalties.® Few, however, of the myriads
who sought admission into the lesser Mysteries, attained
to the higher and more perfect Degrees, for here were
imbedded the real secrets of the Institution.® The most
careful selection and preparation were necessary to
determine who were fitted for these important disclo-
sures ; and’ for this purpose they were subjected to a
lengthened probation of four years™ before it was eon-,
sidered safe to admit them into the Sanctum Sanctorum,
to become depositaries of those truths, the disclosure of
which might endanger, not only the Institution, but also
the authority of the civil magistrate. Hence to reveal
the Mysteries was the highest erime a person could
commit, and was usually punished by an ignominious

% Diod. Sic., 1. v.  Strabo, 1. iv.  Euseb. Orat. ad Const.

6 Sammes. Brit., vol. i., p. 104.

¢ Vid. Ces. bel. Gal., 1. vi,, c. 16.

% The inviolable oath of Jupiter, by Styx, was referred to in the
initiationy, and is thought by Mr. Faber to bear a reference to the
oath of God, at the Deluge, that he would no more drown the world ;
“for which reason, Iris, the rainbow, the daughter of Thaumas, is
represented by Hesiod as hovering over the broad surface of the ocean,
when this oath of Jupiter was taken. ' Now that such a phenomenon
appeared immediately after the Deluge, we are expressly informed by
Moses; and it i§ observable, moreover, that it was made a ‘special
sign of God's oath to Noah, Vid. Gen. ix., 13 Faber. Mys. Cab.,
vol. i., p. 261 ; and see Fab. Pag. Tdol., vol. i., p. 372, with authorities.

® Clem. Alex. Strom. 5. And these were the Creation, Fall, and
promise of a‘' Mediator; the unity and trinity of the Godhead; the
Deluge; redemption by a bloody sacrifice ; and the soul’s existence in
a future state.

7 Tertul. ady. Valentin,
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death,™ embittered by denunciations of the hottest pains
of Tartarus in another world.”

The places of initiation were contrived with- much art
and ingenuity, and the machinery with which they were
fitted up was calculated to excite every passion and
affection of the mind. Thus the hierophant could rouse
the feelings of horror and -alarm; light up the fire of
devotion, or excite terror and dismay; and when the soul
had attained its highest climax of apprehension, he was
furnished with the means of soothing it to peace, by
phantasmagoric visions of flowery meads, purling streams,
and all the tranquil scenery of Nature in’its most en-
gaging form, accompanied with strains of heavenly musie,
the figurative harmony of the spheres. These places
were indifferently a pyramid,” a pagoda, or a labyrinth,™
furnished with vaulted rooms, extensive wings connected

“ Clem. Alex. Strom. 2. Sam. Petit. in lege Attic., p. 33. Si quis
arcange mysteria Cereris sacra vulgésset, lege morti addicebatur.

2 Virg. ZEn., L. vi.

" The pyramids were doubtless erected very soon after the disper-
sion, as copies of the great phallic tower on the plain of Shinar; and
as the latter was designed for initiation, so were the former. We arc
told, by an'acute observer, that the second pyramid has two elaborate
pieces of cavern architecture attached to the north and west sides,
thirty feet in depth, and fourteen hundred feet in length, hewn out of
the solid rock on which the pyramid rests; and hollowed into an

.extensive range of apartments. The entrance is narrow; and the con-
struction of the cells intricate, all involved in darkness; and many of
them closed up with an accumulétion of dust and rubbish. They had
a communication with the interior of the pyramid, which cannot now
be discovered, as many of the cells are entircly choked up (Greaves.
Pyram,, vol. ii., p. 34) ; and it may be added, that perhaps the only
entrance' was from the caverns beneath, into which the egress from
the pyramid was by a shaft or well; for we know that pits or wellg
were occasionally used in' the mysteries (Fab. Pag. Idol, vol. iii.,
p- 187, Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. v., p. 1061), and a well did actually exist
in the pyramid, the use of which is otherwise unknown. At the
extremity of ‘one of the passages” says Sir R. Wilson, “is a well, the
depth of which was never ascertained.” (Vid. also Pococke’s Descrip.
of the East, vol. i, p. 243.) Mr. Greaves thinks that these apart-
ments were for the priest to lodge in; but independently of the con-
sideration that such extensive excavations would never have been
made out of the hard rock with the chisel for mere dwellings, when
buildings on the surface would have been erected at one hundredth
part of the labour and expense, it is clear from the internal construc-
tion of these spacious caverns, that they were intended to contain the
apparatus of initiation into the mysteries, and were exclusively de-
voted to this important purpose.
™ The labyrinths of Egypt, Crete, Lemnos, and Italy, were equally
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by open and spacious galleries, multitudes of secret dun-
geons, subterranean passages, and vistas, terminating in
adyta.” which were adorned with mysterious symbols
carved on the walls and pillars, in every one of which
was enfolded some philosophical or moral truth.” Some-
times the place of initiation was constructed in a small
island 1n the centre of a lake;” a hollow cavern natural
or artificial, with sounding domes, tortuous passages,
narrow orifices, and spacious sacelli ;” and of such magni-
tude as to contain a numerous assembly of persons.” In
all practicable instances they were constructed within
the recesses of a consecrated grove, which in the torrid
regions of the east conveyed the united advantages of
secrecy and shade; and to inspire a still greater venera-

designed for initiation into the mysteries. (Fab. Pag. Idol., vol. iii.,
. 269.
P % Pll)lt. de Isid. et Osir., p. 639.

" In the Divine Legation of Moses, the learned Warburton has
given some plates from the Bembine Table, which is an invaluable
specimen of the secret symbols concentrating the leading principles of
Egyptian politics, learning and religion.

" One of the most sacred places which ancient Egypt could boast,
was the small island of Phile in the Nile, near the cataracts. The
whole island was dedicated to Osiris and Isis, and appropriated to
their worship : and a superb temple was erected, which almost covered
its entire surface, where the relics of Osiris were said to be preserved.
“Throughout the whole of this famous island,” says Mr. Maurice
(Ind. Ant., vol. iii,, p. 536), “where anciently the solemh and myste-
rious rites of Isis were celebrated with such distinguished pomp and
splendour, there appeared to Mr. Norden to run subterranean pas-
sages. He attempted to descend several of the steps that led down into
them, but was prevented, by the filth and rubbish with which they
were filled, from penetrating to any depth. It was in these gloomy
caverns that the grand and mystic arcana of this goddess were unfold-
ed to the adoring aspirant, while the solemn hymns of initiation re-
sounded through the long extent of these stony recesses. It was
there that superstition at midnight waved high her flaming torch
before the image of Isis borne in procession; and there that her
chosen priests, in holy ecstacy, chaunted their sweetest symphonies.”

™ Plut, de Isid. et Osir., p. 639.

7 Strabo. Georg,, L ix. In the particular mysteries of every nation,
these places will be described with some degree of minuteness ; suffice
it to say here, that such complicated excavations are common in every
part of the world, and were indubitably used as places of initiation,
(Vid. Pag. Idol., vol. iii.,, p. 254.) Even the stable, or rather the cave
at Bethlehem, in which Jesus Christ was born, if we may credit the
testimony of the learned Calmet, was afterwards devoted by the Em-
peror Adrian, to the celebration of the mysteries of Thammuz or
Adonis. (Cal. Dict. in v. Bethlehem.)

R R R R rE———
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tion, they were .properly denominated Tombs, or places
of sepulture.”

Thus invested by superstition with tremendous powers,
which assigned to them the province of executing the
will and pleasure of the infernal, as well as the celestial
deities, these potent priests became possessed of absolute
authority, as the accredited agents of invisible beings,
and frequently beheld even monarchs crouching at their
feet, and submitting, without murmur or complaint, to
their arbitrary or wanton inflictions, against which,
indeed, there was no appeal. Thus despotic, it is scarcely
to be supposed that this proud hierarchy would exercise
its influence with moderation. They had the privilege
of nominating human victims; but as the devoted offer-
ing might be redeemed by a heavy fine proportionate
with his wealth or rank, it is rcasonable to believe that
the ransom would be paid, even though the unbounded
avarice of the priest might assess the penalty at a large
proll)ortion of his temporal possessions. Thus they con-
trolled senators and kept monarchs in awe: and as they

increased in riches, the inevitable result of the system,
they imbibed a corresponding love of magnificence and
luxury., The crimes and indecencies of their order were
soon transferred to the initiations; and, at length, this
haughty priesthood fell with greater rapidity than it had
risen; for the open debaucheries of the one, and the
unbounded licentiousness which pervaded the other,
excited public horror and aversion, against the effects of
which, their wealth and power were equally unavailable.
At this period of the degeneracy and degradation of the
Mysteries, the blaze of Christianity, like a glorious
PiLLar or FirE, penetrated into their darkest recesses;
the demons fled,” at the approach of Truth, and the

® Jul. Firm. de. error., p. 4. Diod. Bibl, p. 194. Hence the pyra-
mids of Egypt were accounted to be Tombs. And justly; for the
rites of initiation there celebrated were funereal.

8 Strabo, L. vi., tells us, that in.the times of Augustus Cesar, the
Oracle ceased to give responses; and to the same effect Suidas (in
voc. Delphi.) says, that after the birth of Christ, Augustus enquiring
of the Oracle whom he should appoint as his successor to the imperial
diadem, was answered, that the God of gods was incarnate amongst
the Hebrews, and had commanded him to return to his place ; that he
could not disobey, and therefore no responses would be given. (Vid.
Antiq. of Masonry, p. 82.) And the Christian has no reason to doubt
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institutions which they upheld, finally sank to rise no

more. :

These united causes were the precursors of their

destruction ; for the reality having appeared, the types,

whether Jewish, or heathen, were no longer necessary.

In the year 364, says Zosimus,* Valentinian published a
law forbidding nocturnal sacrifices, for the purpose of

preventing the indecencies which were perpetrated in

the Mysteries. But the pro-consul of Greece, Pretextatus,

thinking that the law would impel the people to despe-

ration, if they were prevented from performing the sacred

Mysteries, upon which, as they believed, the welfare of

mankind solely depended,® permitted them to be cele- -
brated, provided everything was done decently and in

order. Subsequently, however, Theodosius sent Cyne-

gius into Egypt, with orders to close the temples and

Flaces of initiation, who executed his commission to the

etter. He shut up the temples, and prohibited the cele-

bration of the Mysteries all over the East, and even in"
Alexandria itself; and finally abolished these institutions,

and every branch of the ancient and religious rites;

although it has been said,* and probably with some

truth, that these rites were secretly performed in Greece

and Rome, for several centuries after the Advent of

Christ,* under the pretext of convivial meetings. Psellus

the accuracy of this account, from the numerous instances, in his own
Scriptures, of infernal spirits being ejected at the command of Christ
and his Apostles.

8 Zos., 1. 4, p. 735.

8 The pagans entertained such a very high opinion of the Mysteries,
that one of their best writers attributes the dissolution of the Roman
polity to their suppression. Ile says (Zos., l. 2, p. 671), “whilst,
therefore, the Mysteries were performed, according to the appointment
of the oracle, and as they really ought to be done, the Roman Empire
was safe, and they had, in a manner, the whole world in subjection to-
them. But the festivals haying been neglected from the time that
Dioclesian abdicated, they have decayed and sunk into oblivion.”

& Gibbon, vol. v., p. 110.

% The legend of initiation was subsequently interwoven into Chris-
tianity by a sect of heretics who flourished soon after the time of the
Apostles, called the Basilideans, The founders of this sect, in imita-
tion of Pythagoras, enjoined on the candidates for admission into his
school a five years’ silence; and adopting some of the astronomical
absurdities which he had learned in Egypt, engrafted them into his
system, which caused his followers to be anathematized by the
Church. Assuming Osiris to be the sun, Isis the moon, and Typhon
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says, that in Athens they were practised till the eighth
century; and we are assured, on undoubted authority,
namely, from the Bardic writings of that period, that
they were celebrated in Wales and Scotland, down to
the twelfth century of Christianity.

Scorpio, he taught his disciples’ to' frame crystals bearing these em-
blems, which were used as amulets or talismans to protect them from
danger. Mr, Hutchinson, in an early edition of his “Spirit of Mason-
ry,” has given an engraving of one of these gems, in which the above
symbols bear a conspicuous figure; and they are accompanied by a
brilliant star and the serpent. The moon is depicted in its increase
as a crescent, because Isis is represented with horns, like a new moon.
These were a transcript of the talismans of Persia and Arabia, which
were delivered to every candidate at his initiation into the Mysteries.
By the former they were termed azimet; by the latter, alakakir; and
subsequently abrac, abrazas, or abracadabra.
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LECTURE IIL
HISTORY OF INITIATION IN HINDOOSTAN.

Inp1a is a very ancient nation; derived, if its own
annals are deserving of credit, from the seven Rishis or
penitents, whose exemplary virtues elevated them to
a residence in the stars. These seven holy persons,
according to the Abbe Dubois,! were the seven sons of
Japhet,? who formed colonies in the neighbourhood of
Mount Caucasus, and from thence their posterity spread
over the vast continent of ancient India® And Mr.
Maurice is of opinion that they proceeded thence to the
remotest regions of the west. These primitive inhabit-
ants practised the patriarchal religion, and, consequently,
worshipped the true God, until they were conquered and
subjected to the yoke by the idolatrous Cuthites, under
Rama, the victorious son of Cush;* and then the diluvian
Mysteries were introduced, with all the horrible rites

! Description of India, pt. i., c. 6.

? The Indian Records present us with this information, in language
very similar to our own Sacred Writings. “Itis related inthe Padma-
Pooraun, that Satyavrata, whose miraculous preservation from a
general deluge is told at large in the Matsya, had three sons, the
eldest of whom was named Jyapeti, or Lord of the Earth; the others
were Charma and Sharma; which last words are in the vulgar dialects
usually pronounced Cham and Sham, as we frequently hear Kishn for
Chrishna. The royal patriarch, for such is his character in the
Pooraun, was particularly fond of Jyapeti, to whom he gave all the
regions to the north of Himalaya, or the Snowy Mountains, which
extend from sea to sea, and of which Caucasusis a part; to Sharma
he allotted the countries to the south of those mountains; but he
cursed Charma, because when the old monarch was accidentally
inebriated with strong liquor made of fermented rice, Charma laughed;
and it was in consequence of his father’s execration that he became a
slave to the slaves of his brothers.” (Maur: Hist. Hind., vol.ii., p. 45.)

3 It is highly probable, however, notwithstanding the authority in
the text, that the seven Rishis were the seven persons who were pre-
served with Noah in the Ark.

A GeneTXeNT
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and disgusting superstitions which had polluted the
religion of the descendants of Ham. The system of
divine worship, after this innovation, soon became divided
into two discordant Sects; the one mild and benevolent,
addressed to Vishnu,® the other, which proclaimed the
superiority of Siva, was a system of terror and penance,
barbarity and blood.® The professors of these sectarial
divisions bore an irreconcilable hatred to each other, and
were equally distinguished by feelings of such intermin-
able hostility, that if an individual of each adverse party
accidentally met, they considered themselves polluted,
till by some purifying rite of devotion,.they had oblite-
rated the stain.’?

The chief deity of this vast empire was the tri-une
Brahma—Vishnu—=Siva,® who was said to dwell on the
holy mountain Meru, whose three peaks were composed
of gold, silver and iron; the central peak was appro-
priated to Siva, and the two others to Brahma and
Vishnu® But the Indians “saw God in every object

5 “The religion of the Vishnu sect,” according to Maurice, “is of a
cheerful and social nature. Theirs is the festive song, the sprightly
dance, and the resounding cymbal; ‘libations of milk and honey flow
upon his altars; the gayest garlands decorate his statues ; aromatic
woods eternally burn before him ; and the richest gems of the east
disperse fragrance through the temples of the Preserver.” (Ind. Ant..
vol. v, p. 856.)

6 Speaking of a temple near Bereng, the Persian historian says, “in
the centre of the reservoir is an idol temple of stone—a beautiful fabric.
At this place, the devotees surround themselves with fire till they are
reduced to ashes, imagining they are, by this act, pleasing the deity.”
(Ayeen Akbery, vol. ii., p. 158.)

” Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. v., p. 863.

® This triad was variously represented by emblems in this quarter
_ of the globe. The mystical zennar was a cord of three threads; the

emblem borne in the hands of some of these deities, was a trident,
similar to that of the Grecian Neptune; the mode of worship was
ternary, and consisted of bowing the body three times; the principal
deity in the cavern of Elephanta was depicted with three heads; the
summit of the massive pyramidal pagoda of Tanjoru is surmounted by
three peaks, &ec., &e.

? Fab, Pag. 1dol., vol. iii., p. 205, This custom of accounting the
three peaked mountain holy, was not confined to the .idolatrous
nations, 0 called, but was venerated by the Jews. Thus Olivet, near
* the city of Jerusalem, had three peaks, which were accounted the
residence of the deity, Chemosh—Milcom—Ashtoreth. (2 Kings
xxiii., 13.) See, also, Zachariah, (xiv., 4.) where, by a sublime figure,
the feet of the Almighty are placed on the two outer peaks of this
mountain, during the threatened destruction of Jerusalem ; while the
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under the sun,” and had consecrated and paid divine
honours to such a multitude of different substances, that
their Pantheon is said to have contained three hundred
and thirty millions of deities.®

The mysteries of India formed one of the earliest cor-
raptions of the pure science which is now denominated
Freemasonry, and bore a direct reference to the happi-
ness of man in paradise, the subsequent deviations from
righteousness, and the destruction-accomplished by the
general Deluge. They were celebrated in subterranean
caverns and grottoes,! formed in the solid rock by human
art and industry; or in the secret recesses of gloomy
pyramids and dark pagodas;? and the adoration of the
Solar Fire,” and the reputed perfection which its worship
conveys, appear to have been the object and the end of
the initiated. These caverns were frequently excavated in
the bosom of a grove of trees, which was thus converted
into a permanent residence of the deity;* and became a
souree of high and superstitious terror to all the world
besides. A brief description of the caverns of Elephanta
and Salsette, both situated near Bombay, will afford a
competent specimen of thé inner apartments exhibited
in the places of secret celebration, which abound in the
vast continent of ancient India. These stupendous edi-
fices, carved out of the solid rock, and charged with.
statues of every description and degree of magnitude,

mountain itself is made to split asunder, by a tremendous concussion,
at the centre peak, from east to west, leaving a great valley between
the divided parts. Tatian (Orat. contra. Greecos.) says that it was
Hiram’s daughter, whom Solomon married, who seduced him to the
worship of this unholy triad on the above mountain.

10 Statues of the principal Indian Gods may be seen in the Museum
of the Asiatic Society, London.

1L Fab, Pag. Idol., vol. iii., p. 184, 254.

2 Fab. Cab., vol. ii., p. 386.

3 The earliest religious dance with which we are acquainted, was
in honour of the Solar Fire. It was a wild and frantic movement,
accompanied with the clashing of swords and shields, and called
Betarmus ; symbolical, according to Bryant, of the confusion which
occurred when the Noetic family quitted the ark. But in process of
time, when the Sabian worship was engrafted upon the rites of the
ark, its influence extended also to the sacred commemorative dance.

' The solemnity of an extensive wood, or grove of ‘ancient trees,
appears to have suggested to all mations the probability that it was
the saered abode of the divinity. Andin the Heetopades, p. 243, it is
represented as a place of penance and mortification.
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are of doubtful origin.®® Their antiquity is infolded in
the veil of obscurity; and the name of the monarch,
whose bold and aspiring mind could }E))roject, and whose
power could execute such imperishable monuments of
human ingenuity and labour, is lost and forgotten in the
lethean stream of time.

The cavern of Elephanta, the most ancient temple in
the world, framed by the hand of man," is one hundred
and thirty-five feet square,® and eighteen feet high. It
is supported by four massive pillars, and its walls are
covered on all sides with statues and carved emblematical
decorations.’® Maurice® says “that some of the figures
have on their heads a kind of helmet of a pyramidal
form; others wear crowns, rich with devices, and splen-
didly decorated with jewels; while others display only
large bushy ringlets of curled or flowing hair. Many
of them have four hands, many have six, and in those
hands they grasp sceptres and shields, the symbols of jus-
tice and ensigns of religion, the weapons of war and
the trophies of peace.” The adytum, placed at the
western extremity of this extensive grotto, was accessible
by four entrances, each guarded by two gigantic statues,

5 Fab. Pag. Idol, vol. iii,, p. 361.

16 They may probably be ascribed to the first Cuthite conquerors
of India, whose enterprising genius would be applied, in times of
peace, to such stupendous works as might practically exhibit a striking
indication of their superiority over the vanquished people.

7 Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. iv., p. 736.

18 Goldingham, in Asiat. Res., vol. iv., p. 407.

12 All the temples and pagodas of Hindoostan were ornamented
in the same style. The temple of Jagan-nath “is a stupendous fabric,
and truly commensurate with the extensive sway of Moloch, horrid
king. As other temples are usually adorned with figures emblematical
of their religion, so Jagan-nath has representations, numerous and
various, of that vice which constitutes the essence of his worship.
The walls and gates are covered with indecent emblems, in massive
and durable sculpture.” (Buchan. Res. in Asia, p. 133.)

*% Ind. Ant., vol. ii,, p. 245. % Some of these figures have aspects
that inspire the beholder with terror; and, in the words of Lins-
choten, are distorted into such horrible and fearful forms, that they
make a man’s hair stand upright ; others are distinguished by a placid
serenity and benignity of countenance, and others betray evident
marks of deep dejection and inward anguish. The more conspicuous
figures are all gorgeously arrayed, after the Indian fashion, with
heavy jewels in their ears, with superb collars of precious stones, with
belts sumptuously wrought, and with rich bracelets on their arms and
wrists.”  (Ibid.) :
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naked, and decorated with jewels and other ornaments.
In this sacellum, accessible only to the initiated, the
deity was represented by that obscene emblem, which
was used in a greater or less degree by all idolatrous
nations, to represent his gemerative power.? On each
side were ranges of cells and passages, constructed for
the express purpose of initiation;® and a sacred orifice,
as the medium of regeneration.®

The caverns of Salsette, excavated in a rock whose
external form is pyramidal, and situated in the bosom of
an extensive and fearful wood, infested by enormous ser-
pents and ravenous beasts,* very greatly exceed, in
magnitude, those of Elephanta; being in number three
hundred, all adorned with an abundance of carved and
emblematical characters:®® The largest cavern is eighty-
four feet long, forty-six broad, and forty high; full of
cavities on all sides, placed at convenient distances, for
the arrangement of the dreadful apparatus of initiation,
which was so constructed as to overwhelm the uncon-
scious aspirant with horror and superstitious dread. The
different ranges of apartments were connected by open
galleries; and the most secret caverns, which contained
the ineffable symbols, were accessible only by private
entrances, curiously contrived, to give greater effect to
certain points in the ceremonial of initiation; and a
cubical cista, for the periodical sepulture of the aspirant,
was placed in the inmost recesses of the structure. In
every cavern was a carved basin, to contain the conse-
crated water of ablution. on the surface of which floated
the flowers of the lotus, this element being considered
the external medium by which purity was conveyed
And amongst an innumerable multitude of images and
symbolical figures with which the walls were covered,
the Linga,® or Phallus,” was everywhere conspicuous;
often alone, and sometimes in situations too disgusting to

2! Maur, Ind. Ant., vol. ii., p. 332. 2 Archeol., vol. vii., p. 287.

%3 Fab. Pag. Idol., vol. iii., p. 185. This orifice is used at the present
day, for the same mysterious purpose.

# Maur., Ind. Ant., vol. ii., p. 273. Archaol. Ant., vol. vii., p. 333.

# Vid. Signs and Symbols, Lect. 9.

2 Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. ii., p. 156.

7 A specimen of this obscene emblem is preserved in the Museum
of the Asiatic Society, London.
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be mentioned;* and typified equally by the petal and calyx
of the lotos, the point within a circle,® and the intersec-
tion of two equilateral triangles.

The periods of initiation were regulated by the increase
and decrcase of the moon;* and the mysteries were
divided into Four Steps, or Degrees, called Char Asherum,
which were equally the dispensers of perfection in a
greater or less degree. The candidate might perform
his first probation at the early age of eight years.® It
consisted of an investiture with the Zennar, or sacred
cord of three threads, which was explained to refer to
the three elements, earth, fire, and air; for water,
according to the Brahmins, is only air in a condensed
form.® This investiture was attended with numerous
ceremonies; with sacrifices to the Solar fire, to the
planets, and to the household gods; with aqueous ablu-
tions, and purifications with the dung and urine of the
cow,* and ended with an extended lecture from his pre-
ceptor, usually too abstruse for his juvenile comprehen-
sion; the principal subject of which related to the unity

28 “The tower of Jaggernaut,” says Dr. Buchanan, (Res. in Asia,
p- 145,) “is covered with indecent emblems, which are newly painted
when it is exhibited in public, and are objects of sensual gaze by both
sexes.

2 Vide Signs and Symbols, Lect 9.

% T do not find what particular stage was the most auspicious for
this purpose, except it was the ninth day of the decrease; at which
time began the great festival in honour of the goddess Durga, who
was the same as Juno, or, perhaps, the Minerva of the Greeks. The
rites of this goddess bore a great similarity to those of Egypt and
other nations. After various ceremonies, the image of the goddess
was committed to the Ganges, and her mystical death was celebrated
with lamentations; while the utmost joy prevailed when the idol
emerged from the purifying stream. A great annual festival was held
in January, on the seventh day of the New Moon, which was cele-
brated in honour of the Sun. (Holwell. Gent. Fast., p. 134.)

8 “Let even the wretched man,” says the Hitopadesa, ‘practise
virtue, whenever he enjoys one of the three or four religious Degrees ;
let him be even-minded with all created things, and that disposition
will be the source of virtue.” (Hitop., b. iv.)

3 Ordin. of Menu. Sir W. Jones’ Works, vol. iii., p. 88. In Greece,
children were, in like manner, initiated into the Lesser Mysteries.

% Maur. Ind. Ant.,vol. v., p. 966.

* “They use cowdung in purification, because it is the medium by
whieh the barren soil is' rendered prolific; and, therefore, reminds
them of the famous Indian doctrine of corruption and reproduction.”
(Maur, Ind. Ant., vol. v., p. 935.) The cow was a sacred animal.
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and - trinity of the godhead; the management of the
consecrated fire, and the holy rites of morning, noon,
and evening.®® He was then clothed in a linen garment
without seam;* a eord was put over his right ear as a
medium of purification, and he was placed under the
exclusive care of a Brahmin, who was thence termed his
spiritual guide, to be instructed in the necessary qualifi-
cations for the Second Degree. He was inured to hard-
ships, suffered the infliction of rigid penances” until he
attained the age of twenty years; was restricted from
all indulgences, whether carnal or intellectual, and
passed the whole of his time in prayer and ablution.®
He was taught to preserve the purity of his body, which
was figuratively termed the city with nine gates, in
which the soul is imprisoned,” by avoiding external
defilements; to eat becomingly;® and was instructed in
all those minuter ceremonies which were adapted to
every act of his future life, and by the use of which he
was to be distinguished from the uninitiated. Much of
his time was devoted to the study of the sacred books;
for a competent knowledge of the institutions, cere-
monies, and traditions of religion, were an essential
qualification for another Degree.

When he bad attained the specified age, if he were
found, on examination, to have made due progressin the
mythological lore of the First Degree, he was admitted
to enter on the probationary ceremonies for the Second,
which was called Gerishth.* Here his austerities were
doubled; he was obliged to support life by soliciting
charity ; his days were passed in prayer, ablutions and
sacrifice, and his nights in the study of Astronomy; and
when exhausted nature demanded repose, he stretched
his body under the first tree,? snatched a short sleep, and

% QOrdin. of Menu. . Sir. W. Jones. Works, vol. iii., p. 92.
% Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. v., p. 969.

. These penances were indeed rigid, if Mr. Maurice be correct in
his information, for he says, (Ind. Ant., vol. iv., p, 574, in nota,) that
the candidates were plunged in alternate baths of fire and water!

3 Ayeen Akbery. Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. ii., p. 346.

® Bhagvat Geeta, p. 48. The nine gates are the ayenues of
evacuation, as the nose, mouth, ears, &c.

“ A phrase meaning, literally, a total abstinence from animal food.

41 Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. v., p. 972.

2 Ayeen Akbery, vol. iii., p. 219.



IN HINDOOSTAN. 33

rose speedily to contemplate the monsters of the skies,®
personified in his imagination by the appearance and situa-
tion of the fixed stars# <«In the hot season he sat
exposed to five fires, four blazing around him, with the
Sun above ; in the rains he stood uncovered, without even
a mantle, when the clouds poured the heaviest showers;
in the cold season he wore wet clothing, and went on
increasing by degrees the austerity of his devotion.”#
His probation being at length completed, he was admit-
ted by initiation to participate in the privileges which
the mysteries were believed to confer.

Sanctified by the sign of a Cross, which was marked
on every part of his body, he was subjected to the proba~
tion of Pastos,” which was denominated the door of
Patala, or hell.® His purification being completed, he
was led at the dead of night to the gloomy cave of mys-
tery, which had been duly prepared for his reception.

The interior of this holy cavern blazed with a light
equal to that of the meridian sun, proceeding from
myriads of brilliant lamps.® There sat in rich and
costly robes® the three chief hierophants,® in the East,
West and South, to represent the great Indian triad,
Brahma—Vishnu—Siva.? The attendant Mystagogues,

43 The singular arrangement of the Fixed Stars into Constellations
by the ancient Indians, was of a nature calculated to encourage the
indulgence of this feeling.

#Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. vi., p. 974

% Qrdin. of Menu. Sir W. Jones, Works, p. 228.

% The Christian reader may start when he beholds the sacred
emblem of his faith used as a symbol of heathen devotion ; but it is
even so. The holy Cross pointed to the four quarters of the com-
pass; and was honoured as a striking emblem of the universe, by
many ancient nations. Itisfound engraven on their monuments; and
even the erection of many of their temples was conducted on the same
cruciform principles. The two great pagodas of Benares and Mathu-
ra are erected in the form of vast crosses, of which each wing is
equal in extent, (Maur. Ind. Ant., vol iii., p. 360, 377,) as is also the
pyramidal temple of New Grange, in Ireland (Ledwich. Ant. Irel., p
316,) and many others. A specimen of the Crux Ansata may be seen
in Pococke’s elaborate description of the East. Plate 69, fig. 19.

47Signs and Symbols, Lect. 6.

#The Tartarus of the Grecian mysteries.

“ Maur. Ind. Ant., vol. v., p. 898.

% Tbid. vol. ii., p. 357.

% Signs and Symbols, Lect., 7.

2 When the Sun rises in the east, he is Brahma; when he gains his
meridian in the south, he is Siva, and when he sets in the west, he is
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¢lad in sacred vestments, having their heads covered each
with a pyramidical cap, emblematical of the spiral flame,
or the solar ray, were seated respectfully around. Thus
disposed in solemn guise, the well-known signal from the
sacred bell®® summoned the aspirant into the centre of
this august assembly; and the initiation commenced
with an anthem to the great God of nature, whether as
the Creator, Preserver, or Destroyer. The sacred busi-
ness was then solemnly opened, with the following
apostrophe to the Sun :—* O mighty being, greater than
Brahma, we bow down before thee as the prime Creator!
Eternal god of gods! The world’s mansion! Thou art
the incorruptible being, distinet from all things transient!
Thou art before all gods, the ancient Pooroosh,* and
the supreme supporter of the universe! Thou art the
supreme mansion! And by thee, O infinite form, the
universe was spread abroad.”* :

The aspirant, already weakened by abstinence and
mortification, was overawed by the display now exhibit-
ed before him; but, resuming his courage during this
apostrophe, he prepared himself for the active business
of initiation, in some doubt as to what results this unex-
pected scene would lead. His reflections were interrupted
by a voice, which called upon him to make a formal
declaration, that he will be tractable and obedient to his
superiors; that he will keep his body pure, have a
tongue of good report, observe a passive obedience in
receiving the doctrines and traditions of the Order, and
the firmest secrecy in maintaining inviolable its hidden
and abstruse mysteries. This declaration having been

Vishnu. (Asiat. Res., vol. v., p. 254, Moor. Hind. Panth., p. 277.)
Sir W. Jones thinks that Siva, like the Sabazius or Bacchus of the
Greeks, was a corruption of Jehovah Sabaoth. (See also Cic. de nat.
deor., 1. iii., c. 23.)

% Ramayuna of Valmic. Saib Ibn Batric pretends that Noah had a
bell in the Ark, made of the wood of the Indian plane. (Wait.
Orient.” Ant., p. 82.) The bells used in the Jewish ministrations,
were imitated in the spurious Freemasonry, where they were profusely
introduced ; and as they were attached to the priestly vestments, so
were they worn by the Bacchantes in the Dionysiacal celebrations.
. ® Pooroosh literally means no more than man; but in the Geeta
it is a term in theology used to express the vital soul, or portion of
the universal spirit of Brahm, inhabiting a body. (Vide Wilkins,
Notes on the Geeta, p. 142.)

% Bhagvat Geeta, p. 94.
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assented to, he was sprinkled with water; a mantra or
incantation was pronounced over him, or more frequently
whispered in his right ear;® he was divested of his
ghoes,” that the consecrated ground on which he stood
might not be polluted, and was made to circumambulate
the spacious cavern three times, in reference to the Tri-
murti, whose representatives were stationed triangularly
in the east, west, and south points of the circumference of
“the mystical circle. While performing this ceremony,
he was taught to exclaim, on his arrival each time in the
south, “I copy the example of the Sun, and follow his
benevolent course.” This being completed, he was again
placed in the centre, and solemnly enjoined to the prac-
tice of religious austerities, as the efficient means of
preparing his soul for ultimate absorption; and was told

% The mantra is merely an invocation of the deity. According to
Mr. Ward, in his “ View of the Hindoos,” the initiary incantation was
this: Haree, Haree, Haree, Rama, Haree, Rama, Rama, Rama, Haree,
&c. ;” which is merely a repetition of the two names of the deity,;
{(Vid. Bhagvat Geeta, p. 156,) and they believe that this repetition has
abundance of merit; and that, like fire, these names will consume and
destroy their most inveterate sins. How contrary to the simple com-
mand of the true God, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain!’ The Hindoos are further persuaded, that-by medi-
tating on the perfections of the deity, and pronouncing those meritori-
ous names, they are enabled to penetrate into futurity, and to obtain
every wish of their hearts.

5 This was the common practice of antiquity. *Moses at the Bush,
and at the Mount, was enjoined to take the shoes from off his feet,
because the place onwhich he stood was holy ground. IHerodotus
and Diodorus Siculus assure us, that when the Egyptian priests
adored any of their deities, their feet were uncovered. = According to
Strabo, such was the practice with the sacerdotal Order among the
Germans ; and such was the case in the worship of Diana and Vesta,
which the fathers assert to haye been borrowed from Moses.  Silius
Italicus (Bel. Pun,, L. iii.,) says of the priests of Hercules,

Nec discolor ulli

Ante aras cultus; velantur corpora lino,

Et Pelusiaco prafulget stamine vertex, :
Distinctis mos thura dare, atque, a lege parentum,
Sacrificam, lato vestem distinguere clavo.

Pes nudus, tonseque come, costumque cubile,
Inrestricta focis servant altaria flamms.

In 2 Chron. xxviii., 15, the captives taken by the children of Israel
from the cities of Judah and Jerusalem are depicted as barefooted,
previously to the harangue of Oded; and Isaiah walked barefooted,
to typify the captivity in Babylon. Several gentile philosophers
affegted to do the same to enforce reverence from their disciples.”
(Wait, on Jewish, &c., Antiquities, p. 69.)
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that the merit of such works will emit a splendour
which rend