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(The American’s Creed
“I believe in the United States of

America as a government of the

people, by the people, for the people,

whose just powers are derived from
the consent of the govemed; a de-

mocracy in a republic; a sovereign

nation of many sovereign states. a per-

fect Union one and inseparable, estab-

lished upon those principles of free-

dom, equality, justice and humanity
for which American patriots sacrificed

their lives and fortunes. I therefore
believe it is my duty to my country
to love it, to support its Constitution,
to obey its laws, to respect its flag,

and to defend it against all enemies.”
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It has been the custom for the Masons
.of the cities from which the Grand Mas-
ters have been elected to sometime dur-
ing their term of service tender them a
reception. In accordance with this cus-
tom, Benevolence Lodge No. 145, on
‘October 24th, prepared a reception for
‘Grand Master Westfall, which recep-
tion occupied both afternoon and eve-
ning of that day. The Chamber of
-‘Commerce room was used for the after-
noon reception. A large number of Ma-
sons from the city and surrounding
towns were present to extend fellicita-
tions to the Grand Master upon his
election as the presiding officer of the
Grand Lodge of Masons in Iowa.

At 6:30 a fine banquet was tendered
the visiting Masons and guests by the
local members. This took place in the
magnificent room known as Central
Hall, in which a large number of tables
had been arranged the full length of the
hall, each table seating forty. The guests
of honor were given places of honor on

a raised platform in the west end of

the hall. Back of them was a decorative
piece representing the Square and Com-
pass, radiating a flood of electric light
from bulbs tinted with Masonic colors.
All portions of the state were repre-
sented at this evening meeting. After
partaking of the generous pieces of
spring fries which had been very taste-
fully prepared by the ladies of the East-
ern Star, the Brethren passed Havannas,
after which Worshipful Master Patten,
in a very neat little speech, introduced
the Toastmaster of the evening, Brother
C. H. McNider, who in his usual wit and
eloquence presented the different speak-
ers.

Past Grand Master Schoonover was
called upon first, giving a fine demon-
stration of curing the grouch, which
kept the Brethren in good humor for
sometime. After guying the Grand Mas-
ter for sometime, he told the boys what
the Masons of Iowa thought of him,
in such a way that a less modest man
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than Brother Westfall would have
grown chesty.

Prof. Bohumil Shimek of Iowa City,
the Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter
of the Eastern Star, followed with a de-
lightful address on service. He first
gave some very sparkling wit at the ex-
pense of the Anamosa product and then
proceeded to give us one of the finest
addresses that we have ever listened to
in a Masonic gathering, on the subject,

“True Masonic Service.”

The Toastmaster paid a glowing
eulogy to the Grand Master of his own
city, and after speaking of his many
virtues as a Man and Mason, the en-
tire gathering arose to their feet and sa-
luted the new Grand Master. Brother
Westfall, in his usual easy and pleasing
way, expressed his grateful thanks for
the treatment that had been accorded
him and the honor that had been con-
ferred upon him by the Masons of the
state. Dr. Dibble of the Congregational
Church pronounced the invocation and
benediction.

The Masonic Quartette of Mason City,
known throughout the Northwestern
part of the state, added to the pleasure
of the evening by some of their hilarity
songs and their quips at the speaker,
as well as the distinguished guests,
among whom was Lieut. Gov. Moore.
These songs were very much enjoyed
by the audience and thus closed one of
the most delightful receptions it has been
our privilege to attend for many years.

* %k x X

Grand Commandery Schools

The board of instruction of the Grand
Commandery of lowa arranged the fol-
lowing fourteen schools of instruction
for the purpose of instructing and ac-
quainting the officers of the Command-
erics of the State with the adopted Iowa
tactics and drill, with the view of in-
creasing efficiency and uniformity in
the work.
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The result of the schools was very
gratifying, taking into consideration that
this was the initial effort. Eighty-five
per-cent of all the Commanderies were
represented in these group meetings.
There was a total attendance at the four-
teen meetings of 787, an average of
56.2.

The officers of the Commanderies
participating in the work were very en-
thusiastic, and felt greatly benefited by
the thorough and efficient instruction
of the different commission instructors
at each school. The work of the after-
noon was devoted to intensive drill on
the tactics. The evening was devoted
to conferring the Order of the Temple
in full form, and it is noteworthy that
at each of the fourteen schools there
was an active candidate for the orders.
Aside from the profitable instruction re-
ceived, the fratenal friendship and fel-
lowship was an enjoyable feature, and
no doubt the increased interest in Temp-
lar Masonry work, in part, is to be at-
tributed to the stimulating influence of
these group meetings.

The Grand Commander personally at-
tended each of these meetings to lend
his help and influence in any way he
could.

Schedule of Schools of Instruction

At Carroll, Monday, Sept. 22d.
structor, H. B. Lewis.

At Cherokee, Tuesday, Sept. 23d. In-
structor, A. H. Avery.

At Spencer, Wednesday, Oct. 29th.
Instructor, A. H. Avery.

At Charles City, Thursday, Oct. 30th.
Instructor, J. L. Lundblad.

At Towa Falls, Friday, Sept. 26th.
Instructor, J. L. Lundblad.

At Davenport, Monday, Sept. 29th.
Instructor, S. B. Wisecarver.

At Burlington, Tuesday, Sept. 30th.
Instructor, E. W. F. Holler.

At Ottumwa, Wednesday, Oct. 1st.
Instructor, H. B. Lewis.

In-
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At Osceola, Thursday, Oct. 2d.
structor, E. S. Daggett.

At Red Oak, Friday, Oct. 3d. In-
structor, H. E. Latcham.

At Waterloo, Monday, Oct. 13.
structor, E. M. Williams.

At Cedar Rapids, Tuesday, Oct. 14th.
Instructor, J. F. Hanson.

At Dubuque, Wednesday, Oct. 15th.
Instructor, J. F. Hanson.

At Des Moines, Friday, Oct. 17th.
Instructor, S. B. Wisecarver.

x ¥ & X

Resignation of Brother Rothert

Past Grand Master Henry W. Rothert,
in the early summer, resigned from the
Superintendency of the Iowa School for
the Deaf. We overlooked making men-
tion of this in our October issue.

For a period of thirty-two years our
good Brother has been Superintendent
of this school and leaves a record that
any man and Mason might be proud of.
He has built up the school from a very
small beginning until it has become one
of the best of its kind in the western
country. Few states have provided for
the education of their deaf children as
has Iowa, under the splendid supervis-
ion of Brother Rothert. Thousands of
men and women can testify to the good
influence exerted upon their life by our
Brother.

He had just completed his term as
Lieutenant Governor of the state when
it became necessary to select some man
to take charge of the School for the
Deaf and Brother Rothert’s ability and
capacity for that position attracted the

In-

In-

attention of the legislature and the work

was thrust upon him. From then to the
time of his leaving the School, he has
devoted all of his time and energy to
the education of the boys and girls who
came under his supervision. He has
been faithful to the trust reposed in
him and has given the best in himself
to the service of the state and to the
children in the School. In retiring, he
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carries with him the good wishes of
thousands of citizens interested in the
work he has had in charge. Splendid
resolutions were adopted by the Teach-
ers’ Association and by the Iowa Par-
ent’s Association.  All testify to the
splendid work our good brother has
done in the position referred to.

x %X x %

Grand Lodge, 1920

The 1920 meeting of the Grand Lodge
of Iowa will be held in June in Fort
Dodge, which is located on the Des
Moines river, right in the heart of the
agricultural district of the state. Sev-
eral lines of railroad run into the city,
which makes it of easy access.

It has a fine Y. M. C. A. Building,
costing over $60,000; a splendid public
library; fine hospital and many fine
school buildings. It is also quite a fac-
tory city.

Many of our visitors will be very
much interested in driving over this city
and around it as there are many beauti-
ful drives in all parts of this portion
of the state.

The Fort Dodge Commercial Club is
one of the wide awake bodies of the
state, occupying one of the floors of the
new Annex of the Wahkonsa Hotel,
where the Association has large com-
munity rooms, dining room for noon
day lunches, etc. Many of the leading
members of the Fraternity are promin-
ent members of this wide awake com-
mercial institution.

Ashlar Lodge No. 111 has a very fine
Masonic temple and this Body has a fine
orchestra, as also a fine quartette, and
the members of the Grand Lodge will be
treated to some splendid music during
the coming session.

More extended notices regarding the
city and its remarkable features will be
given in the April number of the Bulle-
tin, which will be issued just before the
meeting of the Grand Lodge, and will
give all information regarding same.
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The Gold Supply for King Solo-
mon’s Temple. Whence
Came it

This question has been a subject of
speculation among biblical scholars and
historians as well as among the Masonic
Fraternity for many years. In IIL
Chron. 3:6, we are told that the gold
was gold of Parvaim. Now Parvaim is
derived from the Sanscrit Parva, mean-
ing Eastern, and is a general term for
the East. Therefore the only knowledge
which this passage supplies is that the
gold came from the East. Note the fol-
lowing quotations: I. Kings 10:22: “For
the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish
bringing gold and silver,” etc. II. Chron.
9:21: “For the king’s ships went to
Tarshish with the servants of Huram;
every three years once came ships of
Tarshish bringing gold.” 1. Kings 22:48:
“Jehoshophat made ships at Tharshish
to go to Ophir for gold, but they went
not, for the ships were broken at
Eziongeber.” Tarshish or Tharshish was
a Phenician colony in the south of Spain
which supplied Tyre with silver, iron,
lead and tin. The gold was not brought
from Tarshish, however, since it was
brought from the East and Tarshish was
in the West. Then, too, the trip to
Tarshish would not take three years.
For the trip from Tyre to Tarshish,
large and especially seaworthy ships
would be needed and it has been gener-
ally held that the expression “ships of
Tarshish” meant a very large ship cap-
able of long voyages just as in later
times the term “East Indiamen” was ap-
plied to a certain type of vessels,
whether they made the voyage to India
or not. This interpretation is strength-
ened by the fact that these ships sailed
from the shore of the Red Sea, which
would not be the case if they had been
sailing to Spain.

II. Chron, 8:18: “And Huram sent
him by the hands of his servants, ships
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and servants that had knowledge of the
sea, and they went with the servants of
Solomon to Ophir and took thence four
hundred and fifty talents of gold and
brought them to Solomon.” [. Kings
9:26-28: “And King Solomon made a
navy of ships at Eziongeber which is be-
side Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea
in the land of Edom, and Hiram sent in
the navy his servants with the servants
of Solomon, and they came to Ophir and
fetched from thence gold, four hundred
and twenty talents and brought it to
King Solomon.” I. Kings 10:11: “And
the navy also of Hiram that brought
gold from Ophir.” From these passages
we learn that the gold came from the
land of Ophir but no one knows where
that land was. We only know that the
starting point for the voyage to Ophir
was at Eziongeber on the shore of the
Red Sea; that for the voyage the espe-
cially sea-worthy ships of Tarshish were
needed; that the navigators had to be
well skilled in their knowledge of the
sea; that it took three years to make
the trip and that it was in the East.
Many and varied have been the theories
as to its location. It has been the inspi-
ration of the novelist and the dispair of
the historian. Readers of fiction will
recall “King Solomon’s Mines” by H.
Rider Haggard, and “The Voyage of
Ithobal,” by Sir Edwin Arnold. The
leading theorists have placed it in
Arabia, India or Africa, and some have
located it in America. Within approxi-
mately recent times a new advocate of
the latter theory has arisen. Mr. Thomas
C. Johnston, of California, who has
written on this subject a 300 page book
entitled, “Did the Phoenicians Discover
America.” Mr. Johnston began this in-
vestigation in an attempt to learn who
were the discoverers of America. He
was struck with the similarity of the
general characters of the Aztecs and
Toltecs with the ancient Phoenicians. He
found a tradition among the Aztecs and
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Toltecs to the effect that about three
thousand years ago a god called “Botan”
with seven big ships arrived on the Pa-
cific coast. This corresponds with the
time that Solomon and Hiram were
making their three year voyages to the
land of Ophir. Could it be that the
two were identical? A study of the
ships used by the Phoenicians convinced
him that they were capable of making
the long voyage across the Pacific.
Josephus sailed in a ship which had a
passenger list of 600 and he mentions
other large ships of that time. He also
shows that their sea captains were able
to sail by compass and sun; that they
were accustomed to make long voyages.
He traces the route taken, by evidences
left in the islands of the Pacific which
they made their way stations. He goes
into this in detail giving instances and
quoting authorities. He builds up a
strong presumptive case although it is
by no means conclusive. His book,
however, throws an interesting side-
light on this perplexing question.

*x x X &

Tribute to Henry Wallace

There was lately received at the li-
brary a little volume entitled, “Tributes
to Henry Wallace,” being an incomplete
collection of tributes to his life and work
which appeared in the press and which
came in personal letters, following his
death February 22, 1916. This volume is
a tribute to one of the best men Iowa
ever had and to one who did a great
deal of good during his life for the
future of our state and who helped to
lift the standard of the farmer to a
higher plane of living. He made his
nmark in Jowa and left a record which
any family might be proud of.

This volume will show how he lived,
what he lived for, how he died and how
the influence of such a life will live long
after the body has been consigned to the
tomb.
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Compass or Compasses

Considerable discussion has been
aroused as to whether this word should
be used in the singular or the plural
Inasmuch as in Iowa we use the word
in the singular, we think that our breth-
ren will be interested in the following
splendid article from the pen of John
W. Brown which appeared in the Ma-
sonic Constellation in November, 1908:

“Freemasonry widely distinguishes it-
self from all other societies by giving
to the implements of Operative Freema-
sonry a special symbolical meaning. The
most important of these implements are
the square, the compass, the stone ham-
mer or gavel, and the foot rule. The
twenty-four inch gauge and the gavel
are bestowed upon the Entered Appren-
tice, the square, level and plumb upon
the Fellow Craft, and the trowel upon
the Master Mason. The square and
compass are signalized—made eminent—
as symbolic great lights. The Master
Mason moralizes and spiritualizes all
the Masonic implements; also the
Temple of Solomon, named “The House
of the Lord.” Correctly each of the Ma-
sonic implements is characterized as one,
and therefore singular in number. Some
writers pluralize the compass. One lex-
icographer defines “compass” as an in-
strument for describing circles, figures,
etc., and classes it as “a noun plural.”
The square has one angle, and two sides
or legs equal in length, yet is never
pluralized. The Bible does not plu-
ralize it. A< a noun and as a verb it
uses the word compass in the singular
form only.

In Isaiah xliv, 13, the Lord says of
a workman on graven images: “The
carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he
marketh it out with a line; he fitteth
it with planes, and he marketh it out
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with the compass, and maketh it after
the figure of a man; that it may re-
main in the house.”

The words, “Fetch a compass,” ap-
pear in II. Samuel v, 23. The phrase,
“Fetched a compass,” is found in II.
Kings iii, 9, and in Acts xxviii, 13. The
command, “Compass the city” is given
in Joshua v, 3, 4, 7; and in verses 11
and 15 the words are changed to “Com-
passed the city.” The word “compassed”
appears in II. Samuel xxii, 5, 6; in
Psalm xviii, 4, 5; in Psalm cxvi, 3; in
Luke xxi, 20, and in Hebrews v, 2. How
would ‘“compassesed” sound if used
there? The word “compass” is used in
Job xvi, 13; in Psalm v, 12; in Psalm
xxxii, 7, 10; in Isaiah 1, 11; in Jeremiah
xxxi, 22, and in Matthew xxxiii, 15, by
the Master in his denunciation of the
Scribes and Pharisees. The square is
not named in the Bible.

John Davies, in his religious work
entitled Semma Totalis, or All in All
and the Same Forever, printed in 1607,
while attempting to describe mystically
the form of the Deity, says:

“Yet I this forme of formeless Deity,
Drew by the squire and compasse of
our creed.”

Brother J. D. Buck, M. D, in his

- scholarly work, entitled Mystic Ma-

sonry and the Greater Mysteries of
Antiquity, says:

“Perhaps the most familiar symbol
of a Mason is the Square and Compass,
found in every Lodge, and worn as a
badge of fraternal recognition. * * *
The Compass with movable angle set in
the Lodge at an angle of 60 degrees, ap-
plies to the circle and the sphere; to
movements and revolutions. In a gen-
eral sense the Square is a symbol of
matter and the earth; the Compass of
Spirit and the Heavens.”

Albert Pike, referring a Sublime
Prince of the Royal Secret to the An-
cient Craft degrees, said:

“You see upon the altar of those
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degrees the Square and the Compass,
and you remember how they lay upon
the altar in each degree.”

In further addressing the brother he
four times named the Square and the
Compass, and then, in imparting the
most significant definition of what Free-
masonry is, said:

“It is symbolized and taught, to the
Apprentice as well as to you, by the
Compass and the Square, upon which,
as well as upon the Book of Religion
and the Book of the Law of Scottish
Freemasonry, you have taken so many
obligations. As a Knight you have been
taught it by the swords, the symbols
of Honor and Duty, on which you have
taken your vows; it was taught you by
the Balance, the symbol of all Equilib-
rium; and by the Cross, the symbol of
devotedness and self-sacrifice; but all
that these teach and contain is taught
and contained, for Entered Apprentice,
Knight and Prince alike, by the Com-
pass and the Square.

“For the Apprentice, the points of the
Compass are beneath the Square. For
the Fellow Craft, one is above and one
beneath. For the Master, both are dom-
inant, and have rule, control and em-
pire over the symbol of the earthly and
material.

“Freemasonry is the subjugation of
the human that is in man by the Divine;
the conquest of the Appetites and Pas-
sions by the Moral sense and the Rea-
son; a continual effort, struggle and
warfare of the Spiritual against the Ma-
terial and Sensual.”

The word “Compassion,” used in the
prayer in the Master Mason’s degree,
is biliteral. It is composed of the word
“compass” and the word “ion” and, in
the petition, “Yet, O Lord! have com-
passion on the children of thy creation,”
has all the significance of the words that
constitute it, and “ion,” in brief means
“electro-chemical.” The petition is good
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and essential, for all persons, from the
beginning of their youth to the time of
their going to their long home, need
divine compassion and electro-chemical-
izing.

The indisputable authorities above
cited prove that the phrase, “Square
and Compass,” is correct, and strictly
Masonic.

*x ok k%

The following from the Newton Daily
News refers to Brother Charles R. Clark
who was Initiated March 16, Passed
April 20 and Raised May 8, 1867 in
Lafayette Lodge No. 52, A. F. & A. M,,
of Montezuma, and has been a mem-
ber in good standing in that lodge
ever since. He was Junior Warden in
1874, Senior Warden in 1875 and 1876,
and Worshipful Master in 1877 and 1878.
He also served the lodge several years
as trustee:

“Down in Montezuma there is a man
by the name of Charles R. Clark, who
has been superintendent of the Metho-
dist Sunday school for fifty years. We

have never seen a life history of this

man but we would like to read it and
would enjoy learning some of the facts
of his everyday work. Fifey years of
ennobling service at the head of any
Sunday school should be sufficient to
round up a grand type of citizenship.
His pleasure may be somewhat different
from those enjoyed by many but we
dare say no one in his home town en-
joys the thoroughgoing satisfaction of
living as does Mr. Clark. Fifty years
at the head of one Sunday school sug-
gests a worth while life and we doubt
if the record can be duplicated in the
state of Iowa.”

®x % x X%

On December 9, 1919, Brother
Howard Bartholomew received his First
Degree in Eagle Lodge. The four
principal officers were his own brothers
and all members of Eagle Lodge.
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Brother Dr. Joseph Fort Newton’s
Farewell Message

On the morning of his sailing from
these shores, The Freemason of London,
was privileged to receive the following
message from our esteemed Brother, the
Rev. Dr. Fort Newton, Past Grand
Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Iowa:
To the Editor of the Freemason.

Dear Brother, — Before leaving this
Blessed Island, I beg to be allowed to
express—so far as words can express
it—through your pages, my profound
gratitude to my Brethren of the Craft
in England, in Scotland, and in Wales,
for their brotherly courtesy to me dur-
ing my ministry in the City Temple. In
ways too many to name or number—
save in a rosary of gratitude which I
keep in my heart—they have shown me
every kindness that fraternal love could
invent. They have added a whole di-
mension to my life in London, and my
obligation to them is so great that I
have no hope of ever being able to repay
it.

Unfortunately, my exacting labours at
the City Temple, and the exhausting
demands upon my time elsewhere, have
prevented me from rendering the service
to our gentle Craft with my pen, which
it was my hope and wish to do. But
the fellowship of my Brethren of Britain
has been like an alabaster box of prec-
ious ointment, the fragrance of which
shall bless and sweeten all the days to
come; and I have no doubt that the
memory of it will bring me back again
and again to these shores.

More than once I have gone all over
England, and often into Scotland and
Wales, as an ambassador of good-will,
seeking to interpret the best thought
and spirit of my people to their kins-
men; and everywhere I have been ac-
corded the most cordial reception. My
ministry has been a triumph from the
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beginning, and I leave it only at the
demand of obligations so fundamental
that they can neither be evaded nor
postponed—taking with me only the
loveliest thought of Britain and of its
people.

Perhaps, on the other side of the sea,
because I now know the spirit and point
of view of both peoples, I may be able
to render an even greater service to the
cause of Anglo-American friendship,
upon which the safety and progress of
the world depends. So mote it be.

J. FORT NEWTON.

The City Temple, London, E. C,,
14th November, 1919.

The prayer of all British Brethren for
a safe voyage will ascend, together with
the expressions of hope for an early re-
union.”

—From The Freemason, November 22,
1919.

* %x *x X

Rev. Joseph Fort Newton, who has
been Pastor of the City Temple Church
in London the past few years, has ac-
cepted a call to the Pastorate of the
Church of Divine Fraternity (Univer-
salist) in New York City. His many
friends over America will be glad to
hear of his return to this country—it
will be good news for all of us. He
will find a welcome awaiting him here
as genuine as it is generous and we shall
hope to see him back in his old home
town sometime during the coming year.

* % %k %

We are beginning to receive at the
office communications from the various
Grand Commanderies in regard to
Christmas Observances and annual toasts
and responses presented in connection
with the same. Many of these are of
special interest at this season of the
year.
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A Means

Masonary is a means, not an end; and
the reception of a degree, whether it be
the first or the last of a Rite, does not
in itself make the recipient any better
than he was before. It simply is the
medium for broadening his knowledge
of his duties, and the application of
those duties in his daily walk and con-
duct.

To put it in another way, the degrees
in Masonry are but working tools
whereby the man who receives them may
shape his course in life, and he is to be
judged by the manner in which he has
made those tools serviceable and profit-
able in his own betterment and in as-
sisting those around him to be better
and more useful.—Scottish Rite Bulle-
tin,

x %k *x %

H. F. Morton, father of our Cata-
loger, Miss Gertrude Morton, died at
his home in Montezuma, Iowa, Novem-
ber 26th. Mr. Morton was born in
Gurnsey County, Ohio, in 1845. At
nineteen he enlisted in Co. C, 172nd
Ohio, and at the close of the war he
engaged in farming in the summer,
teaching in the winter and employed
what spare time he could find in study-
ing law. He was admitted to the bar in
1877 and the next year moved to Monte-
zuma where he continued to reside until
his death. In the business, political, so-
cial and religious life of his community
Mr. Morton took an active part until
about two years ago when failing health
compelled him to retire. The town of
Gurnsey in this state was platted by
him and named after his old town in
Ohio.

“We'll not forget thee, we who stay
To work a little longer here;

Thy name, thy Faith, thy love shall be
On memory’s page all bright and clear.”
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Death of Brother Fidlar

W. F. Fidlar, P. S. G. W. of the
Grand Lodge of Iqwa, died very sudden-
ly at the Hotel Fort Des Moines in Des
Moines Sunday morning, November 23d.
Brother Fidlar had gone to Des Moines
the preceding day to be present at the
conferring of the 33rd Degree of Scot-
tish Rite Masonry on his son W. W.
Fidlar. This degree was conferred on
Saturday afternoon and in the evening
Brother Fidlar felt fatigued and decided
not to return home until the following
morning, but when morning came it was
to his eternal home he went. The body
was taken to his family home at Daven-
port on Monday, and at this place the
funeral service was held on Wednesday
at 2 o'clock. A Masonic service was
afterward held at the Masonic Temple in
charge of Davenport Lodge No. 37.
Brother Louis Block P. G. M. paid a
fine tribute to the life and character of
Brother Fidlar and expressed the opinion
that the last two days wcre the very
happiest days of his long and well
spent life.

“To him death is but the beginning of
life
Not the close but the dawn of the day;

The end of all sorrow, the end of all
strife

With earth’s barriers broken away.

“And to him ’'tis the rise, not the set of
the sun,

The opening of life’s golden door,

Which shall bring joy and rapture to
every one, :

The unfolding of pinions to soar.”

*x X % %

Owing to the great increase in cost of
paper, we are temporarily compelled to
reduce the size of the Quarterly Bulletin in
order to keep within our appropriations.
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The Yollowing is a sample of letters
we are receiving in the library which
make us believe that we are doing some
good and assisting the brethren in their
efforts to obtain more light in Masonry.

“I am returning by express prepaid
the three lectures you sent me last June
and advised me in letter dated May 31,
1919:

The Obelisk Lecture
The Flag Lecture
The Height of the Pillars.

With their assistance I have finished
my lecture, and have now over 100
slides assembled in a lecture that shows
by slides on a screen events in the his-
tory of Freemasonry tending to show its
religious, educational, charitable and fra-
ternal works.

Thank you and your associates for the
loan of the manuscript and other kind
letters. They have been the turning
work in my efforts. Without their as-
sistance I doubt if I ever would have
completed my lecture.”

Augustus O. Bourne, Jr,,
Providence, R. 1.

*x %X x =%

The Guarantee Trust Co., of New
York, which company by the way fur-
nishes some of the best material coming
to this Library, has on the fifth floor
of their Institution a very fine reference
library. The Guarantee Club of the In-
stitution publishes a splendid magazine

-entitled “The Guarantee News”, in the

October number of which we find a
splendid account of the Club Library,
one of the most important and valuable
features which this company provides
for its employees and which is being
used to a very large extent by the mem-
bers of this Trust Co. The articles i
this number entitled “America and the
Near East,” are very finely illustrated
with pictures of Constantinople, Greece
and elsewhere.
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Telling it to the Newcomer and Reminding the Old Timer 3
By Robert D. Graham, Prssident, International Association of Masonic Students
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The greatest honour that can come to
any man is to be raised to the sublime
degree of a Master Mason. This hon-
our has now been conferred upon you,
and the high position will be exactly
what you make out of it.

There is nothing forced upon any
man in Freemasonry. You came to our
door of your own free will and accord.
Everything you have done in: your in-
itiation, passing and raising has been
done of your own volition. Your future
Masonic career will depend entirely
upon yourself. If you “ask” you shall
receive. If you “seek” you shall “find.”
If you “knock” it shall be “opened”
unto you. When a man is able to say
that Freemasonry has never meant any-
thing to him, you can add truthfully
that he has never meant anything to
Freemasonry, because every “step” you
have taken in this Craft has already
been answered from the “East,” whether
you know that fact or not.

It is not our intention to enter into
a discussion of the secret or escoteric
parts of Freemasonry, but we would
like to explain to you some of the con-
ditions that you will discover around
you.

The Masonic Lodge that you are now
a member of is a local or constituent

body of men who have come together "

for a definite purpose; and this pur-
pose should be very clear in your owm
mind. We will state in another chap-
ter what that purpose is. You will
soon discover that some things are en-
tirely new to you, but if you have been
a “joiner” and are now a member of
different societies some things you have
seen and heard may be familiar to you.
The reason is simple; anything that is
really worth while in any organization

amongst men has its roots in the teach-
ings of Freemasonry. Many of these
organizations have adopted our cere-
monies and the language of our ritual.
When you remember that you can point
to the time when, the place where, and
the manner how, every organization
amongst men had its origin, except that
of Freemasonry, you will then uncover
the mine from which all the treasure
has been dug. The body of men known
as the “Lodge” today owe allegiance to
the Grand Lodge of the Jurisdiction
from which the charter was issued, and
must conduct its affairs and render its
work as the Grand Lodge has decreed,
and a regular report must be made to
the Grand Lodge of the acts and doings
of the Constituent or local Lodge.

A Grand Lodge is composed of con-
stituent or local Lodges coming together
for mutual helpfulness and the powers
of a Grand Lodge are such powers as
the constituent Lodges may confer upon
it. This Grand Lodge of any Jurisdic-
tion really represents the “body of Free-
masonry’” in a given territory, and
should the Grand Lodge see fit to enact
laws or put into effect customs con-
trary to the usages of Freemasonry the
sister Grand Lodges would withdraw
fellowship from the offending Grand
Lodge, and the members thereof would
be unable to visit any Masonic Lodge
outside of their own Jurisdiction.

The Lodge of which you are a mem-
ber is guided by a code of by-laws
which have been shown to be in har-
mony with the laws of the Grand Lodge
and therefore in harmony with the
usages and customs of the Body of
Freemasonry. The presiding officer is
known as the Worshipful Master and
he has two assistants, known as the
Senior and Junior Wardens.
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The Worshipful Master will rule and
govern his Lodge according to the by-
laws and from his decision there is no
appeal except to the Grand Lodge. You
will notice that if the Worshipful Mas-
ter should decide a question contrary to
your opinion of what is right in the
premises you cannot appeal from the
“decision of the chair” to the meeting.
You can make your appeal only to the
Grand Lodge. Large discretionary
powers are in the hands of the Master.
He may rule many things out of order
that you would think were all right and
proper to discuss.

The ovgrwhelming majority of Wor-
shipful Masters are endeavoring to
guide their Lodges in the best possible
manner and it is a safe and wise course
to defer to their judgment.

Your Lodge will open its meetings
in a regular manner and this will be
according to the work decreed by the
Grand Lodge. There is no option left
to your officers. The business of the
meeting will be conducted in the order
prescribed by the by-laws. The busi-
ness of the Lodge is conducted in Regu-
lar Meetings or Communications. De-
grees may be conferred in a regular
Communication. Special Communica-
tions are called by the order of the
Worshipful Master for a definite pur-
pose. Emergent Communications are
called by the Worshipful Master or in
his absence a Warden or a Past Mas-
ter and are usually for the purpose of
conducting a Masonic funeral.

A meeting of a Lodge of Freemasons
is called a Communication and the
Lodge is said to open “on” a given de-
gree. The business of a Lodge or the
conferring of Masonic degrees is called
the “work” of the Lodge. When a
brother is said to be well posted in the
“work” of the Lodge that usually means
the brother is informed regarding the
details of Lodge work or activity.

A new world has now been opened
to you. You will find everything going
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right along and the first question you
w’ll be called upon to decide is this:
Will you sit in judgment upon what
you, on the side lines, see and hear, or
will you become a part and parcel of
the activity and become assimilated by
the new world and life? Much will
depend upon your decision at this
point. Should you sit and assume the
attitude of judgment you will soon find
that the “human equation” is present
and that the brothers around you are
only “men” with all the faults (or at
best some of the faults) of ordinary
manhood.

You have reached a period in life
when you are expected to and should
exercise discrimination regarding all
you see and hear, but the Ancient Mys-
teries taught their initiates “to see and
hear and be silent.” Therefore, for a
while, at least, remember the old dog-
gerel that ran something like this:

“A wise old owl sat in an oak,

The more he heard the less he spoke;
The less he spoke the more he heard;
Why are we not like that wise bird?”

Some brother has been set off to
“post” you in your “work,” and from
this brother you have learned the letter
of the ritual. You did more than learn
the letter; you got some of the “spirit”
of your instructor, and you will be
guided by that “spirit” more or less in
all your Masonic career.

While we are not writing a treatise
on psychology or the science of the
mind, right at this point your attention
is directed to two classes of memory.
One is called the “verbal” memory and
it is easy for one possessed with such
a memory to remember the words of
the ritual. The second is called the
“philosophical” memory where the mind
grasps the ideas and expresses them in
its own words or vocabulary. It is
very hard for this kind of memory to
remember the exact words of any
ritual. These are gifts of nature and
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you are no more to be blamed or praised
for the kind of a memory that you have,
than you are for the color of your hair
or eyes.

The verbal memory is like an engine
on the rail; as long as it keeps on the
rail it can run, but when it gets off the
rail a wreck ensues. On the other hand,
the philosophical memory may run on
the rail, but should he get off the rail
(and forget the words, as it were) hav-
ing absorbed the life and spirit of the
-engine, he will run on anyhow. And
it is from this class of mind that the
real thought of Freemasonry comes.

Experience has taught that when a
brother has been exalted to high office
in Freemasonry simply because of his
knowledge of the letter of the ritual,
this has not been for the best interest
.of the Craft. We would, therefore,
<counsel you to learn the ritual as well
as your mentality will permit. Get it
as nearly perfect as you can. But!
don’t stop there. Ever keep in mind the
scripture admonition, “The letter killeth
but the spirit giveth life”” Having ac-
quired a working knowledge of the
ritual, do not allow yourself for one
moment to sit in judgment or in criti-
cism of the ritual when “work” is going
on.

Should you be unfortunate enough to
begin your Masonic life in this manner,
there is serious doubt if you will ever
reach the place where you will know
the spirit of Masonry.

On the other hand, if you have had
a “poster” that has led you on to the
letter and past that to the meaning of
the letter and its spirit as seen today
in the potentiality of Freemasonry, you
have much to be thankful for.

If all Freemasonry exists for today
is to confer degrees, then has it reached
the time when, like a “sounding brass
or a tinkling cymbal” it “has a name to
live but is dead.”

You are urged, therefore, to decide
for yourself that you will seek to know
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what this Craft means in its life; its
virility and its spirit. Doing this, you
will become a part and parcel of the
great body of Freemasonry and it will
have assimilated you.

The question will arise now in regard
to “aids to the memory,” or mnemon-
ics. Some Jurisdictions permit such
aids to be used. Other Jurisdictions
absolutely forbid them and drastic laws
are in existence against their use.

We hope that you will see in Free-
masonry so much that appeals to you
that you will become a regular attend-
ant at the meetings. Hearing the ritu-
als as expressed by the officers and see-
ing the degrees conferred, you will be-
come so familiar with the letter of the
ritual that a mnemonic will be unneces-
sary.

The financial affairs of a Lodge are
easily understood, as the income usually
comes fronf well known sources.

Each member, upon receiving the de-

grees, paid an agreed upon fee. The,

minimum is usually set by the law of
the Grand Lodge. This fee should be
enough to constitute a fund that will
be generous enough to take care of all
financial matters other than the running
expenses and the Grand Lodge dues.
You paid such a fee. If you did not
do so, you should have done so for your
own sake. Each member (unless ex-
cused by the by-laws or by the Lodge)
pays annual dues into the treasury of
the Lodge, and these dues should be
large enough to pay all the running ex-
penses of the Lodge. Part of the per
capita dues are paid into the treasurv
of the Grand Lodge in order to support
the same. Some Lodges are possessed
of income property, and this helps in
financial affairs.

Some Jurisdictions have homes for
the aged and the orphan and these are
usually supported by a per capita tax
upon the members, which is included in
the annual dues of the brother. There
are other Jurisdictions, like Iowa and
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Colorado and Idaho, who have estab-
lished benevolent funds under the Grand
Lodge, from which assistance is given
to the worthy needing help. You may
have to face a question like this: Is
Freemasonry a necessity or a luxury?
and your answer to this question will
decide your attitude regarding the dues
and fees of your own Lodge.

® %k X X

Wearing the Apron

We have time and again made note
of how the apron should be worn.
Do not forget that it should be worn
on the outside of the coat on all oc-
casions. There is no need of hiding it
beneath the coat and letting the strings
hang down behind. A Mason who
wears his apron under his coat can hard-
ly be said to be wearing it with pleas-
ure to himself and honor to the Frat-
ernity.

* X X X

Bloomington, Illinois, is erecting a new
Consistory Building, on property pur-
chased last year on Mulberry Street.
The Temple will have a frontage of
146 feet by 180 feet in depth; will have
a magnificent dining room capable of
seating 2000, with a kitchen 32 by 70 ft.,
an enormous stage 45 by 80 ft. with
an auxiliary stage that will have a depth
of 60 ft. The auditorium will seat more
than 2000 Many fine features are planned
in connection with this building,
which is to be one of the most modern
and up-to-date Scottish Rite Buildings
in the United States and will be watched
by many interested in erecting Temples
throughout the country, as there are a
large number contemplating erecting
Consistory Buildings to cost from $300,-
000 to $800,000 each.

* X *x %
The Masonic Craftsman is the title of

a little Masonic publication issued by
Brainard Lodge No. 102 of Brainard,

Connecticut. While the membership of
this lodge is a little over 100, they
issue a very creditable publication.

We have received for the Iowa De-
partment of our Library a copy of a
little work entitled, “Uncle Henry's Let-
ters to the Farm Boy.” These letters
were written by the late Henry Wal-
lace of the Wallace Farmer of Des
Moines. Those who wish to know some-
thing of the life experiences of Uncle
Henry Wallace will find them most
charmingly told in this little volume
which is made up of a series of letters
addressed to his grandchildren and
which now appear in the fourth edition
of the work referred to. Not only will
the farm boy and his father be inter-
ested in these letters, but the city boy
and his father will read them just as
cagerly as do their country cousins and
we feel sure they will find in them
glimpses of past experiences of what has
been regarded as an ideal human life.

This little volume should be read by
many as it contains much of interest and
value even to the casual reader and we
shall hope to see good use made of the
work which is now on our shelves.

x *x % X

We have received many words of ap-
preciation from Brethren who have heard
the addresses or lectures delivered by
Brother Robert D. Graham in his re-
cent visits throughout the state. A
Brother from Logan writes:

“I want at this time, and should have
before this, expressed to you my appre-
ciation of the last lecture here by Bro.
Wobt. D. Graham. I felt that he made
one of the strongest efforts that I have
listened to from this gifted investiga-
tor. Possibly because he left a little the
strictly fraternal line of talk and di-
gressed into a strong patriotic appeal,
and a splendid report of the Cedar
Rapids gathering of Masons.”
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Teaching Americanism

How can Americanism be taught? How
can the flag be made to represent some-
thing real? By teaching American boys
and girls in the American tongue. By
making them think in American tongue.
By making them think in American
terms. By making them judge by Amer-
ican standards. By making them know
our history, not as a series of incidents,
but as the development of philosophy. By
making them judge American men by
their loyalty to and contribution to the
growth of the American ideas. By put-
ting into their hearts a love of those
ideals for which American soldiers have
fought and are fighting, for which Amer-
ican women have sacrificed and are sac-
rificing, and by making every boy so
passionately devoted to our form of gov-
ernment as a growing expression of the
love which men have for justice that he
will be willing to fight and will make
himself able to fight.— Frank/in K. Lane,
Secretary of the Interior.
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A Vision

When the golden Sun is sinking,
Shooting forth his golden shafts
From the western hills and mountains,
Gilding all who cross his path
With the purest gold from nature,
Sweet with God’'s eternal kiss;
Bidding all who toil and wander,
Back again to home and bliss;
Then doth Nature, sweetly dressing
In her robes of green and gold,
Stepping forth to show her beauty,
Smile upon us and unfold
Pictures of her heart’s own liking,
Such as skillful artists paint;
Could they linger thus forever,
Touch of -time would never taint.
Soon, the western slopes descended,
Golden cloud banks rolled away,
Shadows steal away the footprints
Of a’'spotless summer day.
Day of gladness! Day of sunshine!
Day of love and day of joy!
Day that bringeth back the feeling
Of a careless, thoughtless boy!
Flashed this vision thus before us
'Mid the scenes of daily life,
Driving out for one brief moment
Thoughts of trouble and of strife.
Though it flash and fade forever
From earth’s canvas stretched in sight,
Yet it lifts the soul from darkness
To a land that gleams with light.

—Herbert J. Raines.
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) A HEART TO HEART TALK !
L By ROBERT D. GRAHAM
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My brother, your attendance at the meetings of the Lodge is desired, but
you have duties that you owe to your God, your country and your family, and
these are never to be neglected. Freemasoary does not conflict with any of these
duties—in fact a good Freemason will be active in each of the phases of Life
represented by these duties. The brother who allows his devotion to Free-
masonry to cause him to neglect his other duties has not learned what Free-
masonry really is.

This leads me to draw your attention to this subject. There are men
who place the Lodge before their religious duties. Would you consider this just
right? While it is true that around our Altar men of all Faiths and Creeds
may meet, ever keep in mind the fact that an irreligious libertine or an un-
believer in a Supreme Being has no place whatever in a Masonic Lodge. The
Freemason, being a believer in the Great Architect of the Universe, must ex-
press that belief in some way. The result is that men of the same ideas and
temperaments have come together and denominations and sects are the fruits of
this foregathering. In the last analysis, some of us think that denominational-
ism is resultant from temperament and Freemasonry therefore does not inter-
fere in any way with the manifestations of a man’s belief. As Religious Liberty
is the priceless boon of the Free and the Accepted Mason, it naturally follows
that every Freemason must have a religion. What that religion consists of is the
Freemason’s own business and does not concern us. But he must have the
fundamental belief in a God, as without this belief he cannot be a Freemason.
Just one thing more: the ideas and beliefs that you have in regard to the
Supreme Being will determine the kind of a man you are.
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The belief that the Huns had in regard to God made a Hun possible. Tell

me the kind of a God you believe in and I will tell you the kind of a man you
are. This is so self evident that further discussion is unnecessary.

Materialists have forged their way into the fore front of this Craft and it
is the thing for these men to ridicule and belittle the spiritual sentiments of
the brethren, but my brother, when the spiritual has been eliminated from
Freemasonry, there will be nothing left and Freemasonry will have passed to
the limbo of things that “have been.” But we have lived long enough to see
some of these same scoffers come face to face with the real things of life and
death and to see their helplessness and hopelessness under such conditions.

Remember that one third of the time division in a Freemason’s life is to be
given to the service of God and a distressed brother, and that our tenets are
Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love. As we advanced we learned that it
was impossible for us to go beyond Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth—the very
things we had been taught at our entrance into the craft.

A true Freemason will not, he cannot, allow his Masonry to stand between
him and any duty he owes to God. The function of the Masonic Lodge there-
fore does not permit it to supplant any activity of Religion in a community.

"You must be true to the Government under which you live, when that
Government is the expression of the majority of the Governed. In order that
you may accomplish your days and live out here on earth the life that the
Creator intended for you, civil conditions must be such that this will be possible.
Slavery, oppression, persecution, tyranny, bigotry and all the vile troop of
attendant evils must not be permitted to exist. Men must be free. Guard well,
therefore, the great Blessings possessed here in America and allow no power to
steal from you those priceless treasures. These are the heritage from the fathers
entrusted to us and they must be passed down ‘to others as good as they were
when we received them. The duties to your country are never to be neglected
or laid aside because of your Masonic activitiess. The brother who allows his
Freemasonry to come between him and the duties and obligations of his
country does not know what Freemasonry is.

Every Freemason knows exactly the protection secured to his family as a
result of his Masonic sffiliation. There is nothing in the Lodge or in its prac-
tices and teachings that will lead you to neglect your family. On the other hand,
the family has no right to come between a man and those requirements of his
life—the things that are necessary for his unfolding and development. The
words of the Great Teacher of Nazareth are true here, as elsewhere. “Render

unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are
God’s.”

-
You will see therefore that Freemasonry does not and must not be allowed
to encroach on any of the proper functions of human existence in the true
sense of the term.

It is eminently proper for you to ask at this point, just what is the proper
function and place of Freemasonry? The answer given this question will de-
termine your Masonic career and, in a measure, effect your entire life.
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The writer has some very clear and definite ideas in regard to the “Mis-
sion and Purpose of Freemasonry” and he sometimes tells what these ideas
are, but this is done behind the tyled door of a Lodge. Allow me, however, to-
suggest the following as a good method for you to use:

First: Get to know the machinery and verbal expressions of Freemasonry.

Second: Find out how Freemasons have conducted themselves in all the
varied departments of life—wherein they have ercelled and to some extent,
“The Measure of Their Achievments.”

Third: Decide for yourself the line of action that will harmonize with
your ideals of Freemasonry and the Freemasons that have gone ‘“on before.”
Having done these things, then apply the acid test by bringing these ideals of
your own choosing into contact with every day life as at present experienced
and see if you cannot find that behind'and beneath the Rites, Ceremonies and
Symbols of the Craft there is to be found a strange and inscrutable Potency
that is ever making for the uplifting and betterment of man.

Many believe that Freemasonry exists for the express purpose of provid-
ing a vehicle thru’ which this Potency or Power may come into direct contact
with men and that this is the spiritual element in Freemasonry that provides
the Craft with Potentiality today as a force in the world.

What is your objective?

What are the designs upon your Trestle Board?

After you have accomplished your days, what then will be left to show
that you have lived?

Describe the highest ideal of your inner life—the life of the soul.

What are the things that your soul delights in?

What is pleasure to you, i. e.: what meaning does that word convey to
your own mind?

What are the experiences that produce this so-called pleasure? Analyze
these expriences, physically, mentally, spiritually.

If it is true that thought precedes speech and we are the product of what
we know—then there has been marked out for you a clearly defined and easily
recognized method whereby you may be able to show the Craft that you are a
“Master Mason.”

Many brethren, upoh reaching the degree of Master, consider that the end
of their Masonic career has been accomplished, and this is true, but which end
is meant? As a matter of fact, you have only begun the work. Take then
your working tools and by their use give us the specimens of your zeal, in-
dustry and skill. .

“Isn’t it strange, that Princes and Kings
And Clowns that caper in sawdust rings;
And common folks like you ¥nd me

Are Builders for Eternity.
“To each is given a bag of tools,

A shapeless mass and a book of rules.
And each must make, ere life be flown,
A stumbling block or a stepping stone.”

God grant that every Freemason may be enabled to make out of life a “step-
ping stone.”
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A most beautiful Memorial Tablet
was unveiled at a meeting of Crescent
Lodge No. 25, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on
Wednesday, March 17th. This Tablet
is of bronze, bearing at the top a battle
scene in relief, flanked by panels of
olive and oak. Beneath the Roll of
Honor, the following words are in-

scribed : “Dediecated to the members of
Crescent Lodge No. 25, A, F. & A M.

Cedar Rapids, Ia, who offered their
lives in humanity’s defense in the
great War of Nations, and in memory
of those who made the supreme sacri-
fice.” This bronze Tablet is perhaps
the most expensive ever unveiled by
any lodge in the state. It bears in
bold relief the names of ninety-three
members. We regret that our space pre-
vents our giving ¢ full account of the
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unveiling of this Tablet; as also an
extended reference to the wonderful

address made by Robert G. Cousins of
Iowa. His address was one of the most

beautiful word paintings ever given
in our Temple Building. He was the
ideal orator for such a memorable oc-
casion. The music, and everything con-
nected with the ceremonies, was up to
the usual standard set by Crescent
Lodge.
* » » L 2

We give herewith excerpts from an
address delivered on Patriotism before
the students of the State University by
the late T. S. Parvin in 1861. These

are just as applicable in this day and
age as they were then., While the ad-

dress would make splendid reading at
this time, we have but space for only
a few paragraphs.

He said: “In every age and in every

land true patriots have been found
~vhose example the historians have pic-
tured upon their pages that others
may go and do likewise.”

“Patriotism is a characteristic of a
good citizen, the noblest passion that
animates a man in the character of a
citizen.”

“One who served his country long
and well once said, ‘Patriotism must
be founded in great principles and sup-
ported by great virtues.”

Among his closing remarks he said:
“Upon ‘your fathers and mothers I
would ecall, to aid in inculcating in the
minds of their sons and daughters a
holy love of country as essential to our
growth, our prosperity, nay, our very
existence, as a people and a nation.”

* 5 % »

State Parks for Iowa

Through the aid of the Iowa Conser-
vation Association, plans are being
made for securing for the State several
valuable tracts of land for park pur-
poses. Iowa’s first State Park, known
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as the Devil’s Backbone, is located in

Delaware County. The American
Owners Protective Association, in their

splendid magazine for October lasr,
F¢d a very fine illustrated article on
this Park. Recently 160 acres have
been added to the same and roads are
now being built leading into the Park.
It is known as one of the beauty spcts
in this part of the state.

It is to be hoped that a tract of land
along the palisades of the Cedar River
may also be secured for park purposes.
Citizens of Iowa City, Mt. Vernon and
Cedar Rapids are all interested in the
preservation of this wonderful tract
containing many beautiful views on the
Cedar. ’

Out near Fort Dodge, near Sioux
City, not far from Burlington are other
tracts with high bluffs and beautiful
views which should be secured before it
is too late.

It is also hoped that the government
will make a National Park of the coun-
try known as the Switzerland of Iowa,
near MecGregor Heights. No more
beautiful scenery can be had in all the
middle west than that included in this
proposed I’ark.

The various counties of Iowa are
each considering the establishing of
special parks; also motor camps near
the larger cities in oider that parties
desiring to stop and camp over night,
while making motor trips, may do so.
We know of nothing that would bring
better results or bring a city more to
the front than to get behind such a
project.

We also trust that the Knights Tem-

plars, at their coming Conclave, may
get busy and urge the State Board to

select a spot near Spirit Lake for a
State Park. It would be the means of
bringing many more visitors to this
interesting lake region of Iowa.
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A summer school for the study of
wild life in Iowa will begin at Mec-
Gregor August 17, 1920, under the
* auspices of the Iowa Conservation As-
sociation. While last year’'s school was
a sucecess, this year’s school promises to
be a much larger one. A fine program
has been arranged and great interest is
being taken in the same. Many of our

Towa people who are planning to motor
to McGregor this summer should so

arrange their plans as to go at the
time of this school and join the study
club.

For further information along this
line, write George Bennett, Registrar,
at Iowa City.

Book Plates

We hope in the near future we
shall be able to prepare an article on
Bookplates, especially along the line of
Masonic Bookplates. We will then en-
deavor to give a list of the books and
pamphlets, which may be found in our
Library, along these lines, we having a
very fine collection of the same. Some
years ago Brother A. Winthrop Pope
of Boston published a little pamphlet of
thirty-two pages, entitled “Remarks
on Masonic Bookplates and Their Own-
ers.” Winard Prescott is the author of
a little pamphlet of thirty pages on
Bookplates, published by the Four Seas
Co. in 1918. This little volume gives
a list of Masonic Bookplates so far as
the author was able to give them.
Doubtless there are many Masons in

Jowa and elsewhere who may have
bookplates of their own. We would be

pleased to hear from any who may have
as also from anyone interested along
this line of study.

* * * »

Form of Demits

We still find some of our Iowa
Lodges using the old form of demit,
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which demits do not have the certifi-
cate of the Grand Lodge on the back.
We would suggest that these lodges get
into communication with Acres, Black-
mar & Co., of Burlington, Iowa, and
order a supply of up-to-date- demits.

. 5 & »

Court Upholds Grand Master

In New Jersey the Grand Master de-
posed from office the Master of Schiller
Lodge because he persisted in using
other than the American language in
the lodge work, in defiance of the
Grand Lodge mandate. This officer
maintained that he was within his legal
and Masonic rights in refusing to obey
the Grand Lodge order. Schiller Lodge

has been using the German language
ritual many years, but the lodge
obeyed the ruling of the Grand Lodge

until after the signing of the armistice,
then it began working in the German
tongue again. When the Master refused
to abolish the foreign language ritual,
the Grand Master ordered him deposed
from office.

Had this have happened in Iowa,
we think that there would have been
one Lodge that would have been with-
out its charter, at least until after the
next meeting of the Grand Lodge, if
not permanently revoked. We do not
believe a Masonic Lodge in America
should work in any other thar the
American Language.

* * » *

Returns of Chartered Lodges

The Committe on Chartered Lodges
have nearly completed their work of
checking up the returns, and their
Secretary has furnished us with a pre-
liminary statement of the result. The
figures given may be slightly changed
as further information is obtained from
some of the Lodges ‘wlth which they
are corresponding. At the present time
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the work of tabulation shows the fol-
lowing result:

Increase
Raised ___________________ 6275
Admitted - ________________ 961
Reinstated - _____________ 269
Total _____ i _____ 7505
Decrease
Deaths ____ . 838
Demitted - _____________ 1435
Withdrawals ______________ 16
Expelled __________________ 8
Suspended, NPD _________ 400
Suspended, U.M.C. ________ 3
Errors — . 5
Total ______ . 2717
Net Increase —_______________ 4788

Number members Jan 1, 1919___62,562
Total members Jan. 1, 1920_____ 67,350
This shows the largest growth in
point of numbers in the history of the
Grand Lodge.
The net increase each year during
the past five years is as follows:

1915 o 2184
1916 o 2023
1017 o 2916
1918 2004
1919 o 4788

Total net increase for five years,
15,475.

The new Law providing for $10.00 to
be paid to the Greand Charity Fund
from each petitioner whose petition
was received after July 1, 1919, yielded
approximately $13,800.

The blanks on which these returns
are made were printed two years ago,
a two years supply having been ordered
with a view of saving expense and
with no thought that there would be a
change in the Law which would call
for a change in the form. There was

therefore no provision for reporting the
fees collected for the Grand Charity

Fund, but a blank line was utilized
and very few errors were made in re-
porting this item. The old errors to
which the committee has called atten-
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tion every year continued to appear
and that too in spite of the fact that
in making such errors the secretarics
disregarded the instructions on the
blanks.

A few of these errors will be briefly
mentioned. In computing Grand Lodge
dues many secretaries took the net
membership at the end of the year as
a basis instead of the total member-
ship during the year. KEvery Brother
who was a member during the whole or
any part of the year must pay Grand
Lodge dues for the entire year, uhless
he was a fifty-year Mason, or had al-
ready paid in some other Iowa Lodge,
or his dues had been remitted by the
Lodge on account of Inability to Pay.

Therefore decrease in membership
should not be deducted from the total

membership in computing Grand Lodge
dues.

Withdrawals from membership. Sev-
eral secretaries reported members

“withdrawn from membership,” when
investigation proved that they should
have been reported “demitted.” A

withdrawal from membership, under

Section 209 of our Masonic Code, is a
withdrawal from the Order. One who
withdraws rests under the same dis-
ability as one who has been suspended.

Practically the only difference is that
in one case he is suspended against
his will by the Lodge and in the other
case he voluntarily withdraws. He can
not join any other Lodge until he has

been reinstated by the Lodge from which
he has withdrawn. If so reinstated he
can take a demit which will enable him

to affiliate with some other Lodge if
he so desires. The method of reinstate-
ment of a member who has withdrawn
is prescribed in Sections 210 and 211
of the Code.

Fifty-year Masons. In 1915 the Grand
Lodge provided that a member of the

order who has been in good standing in
some subordinate Lodge for a period

of fifty yvears or more and who shall
furnish satisfactory proof of such fact,
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by other than verbal statement, shall
be exempted from the payment of an-
nual dues. Many secretaries reported
members entitled to this exemption
without any record or proof to sub-
stantiate the claim. They have ac-
cepted the verbal statement of the
Brother himself contrary to the pro-
visions of the Code. In many of such
cases the investigation has shown that
the Brother’s memory was at fault
and that he was not entitled to the
honor he claimed. In some cases he
had been raised later than the time
he claimed, in others he had been under
suspension or had been carrying a de-
mit for part of the time. In one case
a Brother had carried a demit twenty-
five years and in another the Brother
had been suspended for non-payment of

dues eighteen years.
* * *

Masonic Veterans

There are nearly four hundred mem-
bers of Iowa Lodges who have been
Masons in good standing for fifty
years or more. Several lodges have
held receptions in honor of such of
their own members as have attained
this distinction. We would like to see
this practice become more general.

Those who have labored in the cause
of Masonry for a half century or
longer are entitled to all the honor we
can give them. Their number is not
large and they are fast passing “with-
in the veil” The number of those
who have been members for sixty years
or more is very small. The record of
those who have been Master Masons
for sixty years or over, as certified by
the secretaries of the local lodges, is
here given:

Name Lodge Raised
J. M. Griffith 110 Feb. 20, 1851
H. E. Kendig 18 Feb., 1853

Theopholus Irwin
Monroe Swift

301 Dec. 24, 1833
28 Jan. 31, 1835
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J. M. Mills 22 May 3, 1835
J. 8. Shepherd 179 Mch. 3, 1856
T. 8. Jones 505 Apr. 3, 1856
R. P. 8. Notson 253 Apr. 18, 1856
Nathan Scofield 130 May 15, 1856
Westey Stiffler 396 June 10, 1856
Wmnm. Dodd 86 Aug. 5, 1856
Jno, H. Barnhart 447 Dec. 8, 1856
J. M. Orvis 22 Feb. 15, 1857
W. K. Hobart 8 Mch. 4, 1857
J. J. Griswold 102 May 19, 1857
Jno. A. Gaumer 396 Sept. 8, 1857
J. N. Hooper 37 Apr, 5, 1858
J. F. Woodring 116 Mch. 10, 1859
O, Pomery 141 Aug. 22, 1859
Ezra Thompson 4 Sept. 6, 1859
J. B. Mitchell 150 Dec. 6, 1859
H. H. Baker 504 1859

We will be glad to have our atten-
tion called to any additions or cor-
rections in this list.

® s & »

One of our correspondents in Ireland,
Brother Thomas Ingram, who was very
prominent in Masonry and who had
been a great worker, met with a very
sudden death not long since. He had
been asked to confer the degrees
upon one just elected to receive
them. He had suffered a little from
heart trouble, and while finishing
up the obligation, was noticed to
lean over the dias for a moment or
two. Some of the Brethren ran to his
assistance and found that life had ex-
pired and he had died while conferring
the degrees. The Brethren showed
their appreciation of his services in the
Masonic field by raising a monument
fund of over two hundred pounds.

x kx X X

It pleases us to learn of the proposed
new Masonic Temple at Le Mars, Iowa,
to cost in the neighborhood of $75,000.
The ground floor will be given over to
club rooms, banquet hall, Ladies’ club
rooms and kitchen, the second floor to
be used exclusively for lodge purposes
by the four Masonic Bodies of that city.
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‘Grand Lodge Meeting, June 1920

The Grard Lodge of Iowa having accepted the
invitation of the Brethren of Fort Dodge to
hold its 1920 Communication in that City, this
will give notice to all interested that the Sev-
enty-seventh Annual Communication will con-
vene at Fort Dodge commencing Tuesday, June
8, 1920, in accordance with Section I of Ar-
ticle IV. of the Constitution.

The meeting is for the purpose of receiving
and acting upon the reports of its officers and
for the transaction of such other business as
may properly be brought before that Body. Each
chartered lodge in the state is entitled to three
Representatives, who may be the three principal
officers or their proxies (provided they are mem-
bers of the same lodge). Every Grand and Past
Elective Grand Officer is entitled to represen-
tation and we trust there may be a goodly num-
ber of such present. All Master Masons in good
standing may attend the sessions of the Grand
Body.

As this will be the first time the Grand Lodge
has met in this part of the state, neighboring
lodges should avail themselves of the opportunity
by having a goodly number of their members
present.

Fort Dodge is one of the flourishing, wide-
awake cities in Iowa—located in a thickly popu-
lated part of our state, in the very heart of the
agricultural district. It has good railroad facil-
ities, fine Public Library, splendid Y. M. C. A.
Building, excellent Hospital, fine schools, numer-
ous factories—a city of splendid homes, beauti-
ful scenic drives and fine paved streets. Its
Commercial Club stands as one of the wide-
awake clubs in the state and is located in the
Wahkonsa Hotel, on the same floor as that used
for the Grand Lodge Headquarters. We are
sure the Club will be glad to have our mem-
bers call and inspect their fine quarters.

The Masons of Fort Dodge have a fine new
Temple Building, where the Grand Lodge Schools
of Instruction will be held. The Local Com-
mittees and the entire membership will, we are
sure, give the visiting members a royal welcome
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Take Notice

In being assigned to rooms
at the hotels, the Brethren
should fully understand how
many persons are to occupy
the room and what rate per
person is to be charged—thus
guarding against any errors
or misunderstanding regard-
ing price of rooms, etc.

Announcement for
Grand Lodge

The annual announcements
of the meeting of Grand
Lodge, to be held in Fort
Dodge, June 8-10th, 1920, have
been mailed to the Masters of
all Iowa Lodges. It is to be
hoped that the Masters will
call the attention of the Breth-
ren to this announcement in
order that every Brother at-
tending Grand Lodge may
have the information con-
tained in same.

* s =

Every Iowa Lodge should
be represented at the session
of the Grand Lodge. Mileage
and Per Diem is paid for one
representative from  each
Lodge, In some Jurisdictions,
they impose a heavy fine upon
every Lodge failing to be rep-
resented at the session of
Grand Lodge.

* x

For list of Officers of Grand
Lodge, as also Committees, see
circular announcement sent to
the Master of every Lodge.

Local Circular

The local committee at Fort
Dodge will send out a special
circular to the members of the
Grand Lodge and the subordi-
nate Lodges regarding the
June meeting. This will give
all needed information for the
Brethren who expect to attend
Grand Lodge, especially as to
the list of hotels and reserva-
tions, which may be made
through the Committee on Ho-
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and we can assure the Veterans that they will
be taken care of in good shape. Let all who
can, attend this meeting and make it worthy the
great Fraternity it represents.

Read and Then Act

Representatives to Grand Lodge should report
to the Committee on Credentials at the Wahkon-
sa Hotel. Grand Officers should report to the
Grand Secretary’s office—Fourth Floor. Visit-
ing Brothers and Local Masons desiring to visit
Grand Lodge should register with the Committee
on Visitors in the Committee Room of the Wah-
konsa Hotel and receive cards of admission.

Preliminary Ceremonies Previous to
Opening of Grand Lodge

There will be no parade this year. The mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge are requested to con-
vene in the Princess Theatre on North Ninth
Street promptly at 9 o'clock Tuesday morning.
An hour will be devoted to the opening program,
which will be in charge of the local lodge. Ow-
ing to the accommodations of the theatre, only

Master Masons will be permitted to attend.

Opening of Grand Lodge
At 10 o'clock will occur the opening of the
Grand Lodge by Most Worshipful Grand Master
W. A. Westfall and his associate Officers, at
which time will be presented the address of the
Grand Master and other matters of business.

Schools of Instruction

The School of Instruction commences Friday
morning, June 4th, and continues over Saturday
and Monday. Three meetings will be held each
day, at 9 A. M. and at 2 and 7:30 P. M. The
evening’'s work will be upon actual candidates,
being in charge of the Board of Custodians, the
third degree being conferred Monday night in
the Princess Theatre. All other Schools will be
held in the Masonic Temple Building.

Masonic Veterans
The Masonic Veterans are planning to have
their annual meeting at the Masonic Temple on
Wednesday evening, and this meeting will be
something out of the ordinary. A goodly at-
tendance of Veterans is expected. All having
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tels, of which Brother A. C.
Heath is Chairman. Parties
desiring to secure rooms in the
city, other than at hotels, had
better write to the Brother
named above.

Special Committee as to
Problem of Large Lodges

The Grand Master has
named as a Special Committee
on the above subject, in ac-
cordance with the action taken
at last session of Grand
Lodge, the following Broth-
ers: R. J. Glass of Mason
City; C. E. Swanson of Coun-
cil Bluffs; and H. E. Virdon
of Mt. Pleasant. This Commit-
tee will make report upon the

question of large bodies at
coming session of Grand
Lodge.

[ ] * L ]

On April 8, 1920, Eagle
Lodge No. 12 of Keokuk, Iowa,
took three hundred and fifty
of their members to Quincy,,
Illinois, where they conferred
the Third Degree for Lambert
Lodge of that city. A special
train was provided for the
Keokuk Masons for the trip.
We are glad to see this work-
ing together of the members
of the Craft in the two Grand
Jurisdictions.

& 3 @

Lake Okoboji Site for
Y. W. C. A. Camp

The north central field of
the Y. W. C. A., which is made
up of the Dakotas, Minnesota,
Nebraska and Iowa, has pur-
chased twenty-five acres on
Lake Okoboji, known as
Breezy Point, where a perma-
nent camp for conferences is
being planned. An adminis-
tration and other buildings
will be moved down from
Lake Pepin, Minnesota, while
other buildings will be erected
on the grounds. This tract is
provided with facilities for
golf, boating, swimming and
all out door sports. It will
make an ideal place for the
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been members of the Fraternity for twenty-one
vears are eligible for membership, the fee for
same being $1.00 It is hoped that there will be
many who will join the Association at this meet-
ing. Their banquet will be followed by a special
program prepared by those in charge. Our
good Brother C. B. Whelpley of Cedar Rapids,
is President and John W. Wells of Marshall-
town, Secretary.

Local Commiittee

The local committee are wide awake and do-
ing all in their power to make the 77th An-
nual Communication a success. They will issue
their circular giving names of hotels and rates,
together with the time of arrival and departure
of trains, etc. ete.

The Communications of the Grand Lodge will
be held at the Princess Theatre, North 9th St.

The Headquarters of the Officers of the Grand
Lodge will be at the Wahkonsa Hotel. The
Grand Master and Grand Secretary will have
offices on the fourth floor, where the list of
Committees with location of rooms will be dis-
played.

Papers for Presentation to Grand Lodge. Any-
one having papers they desire brought before
Grand Lodge should bave the same placed in
the hands of the Grand Master or Grand Sec-
retary early in the session in order that they
may be placed in the hands of the proper com-
mittee and receive due examination and consid-
eration. ’

Appeals and Grievances. All papers thus far
received for this Committee have been placed in
their hands. Parties interested in cases coming
before the Grand Lodge should see the Commit-
tee early during the session. If any of the lodges
have had a case of expulsion or appeal from sus-
pension since the Annual Returns were made
January 2nd, kindly see that papers are for-
warded to this office not later than June 5th
that same may be placed in the hands of the
Committee on Appeals and Grievances prior to
Grand Lodge session.

The Committee on Credentials will have a
desk in the Committee Room of the hotel. All
parties entitled to representation in Grand
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young ladies to spend a vaca-
tion at a very nominal figure
for room and beard, Okoboji
has many hundreds of sum-
mer residences along its
shores and we believe those
in charge of this camp have
acted wisely in securing a
summer home on the shores
of this beautiful lake. It will
make a very popular resort
for the young ladies in the
years to come. Special circu-
lars regarding the work in
hand will be issued by the
Association in a short time,
giving information relative to
the various conferences that
will be held on the ground
during the coming summer.
* L ] -

Henry W. Rothert, Past
Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Iowa, whose resigna-
tion from the Superintenden-
cy of the Home for the Deaf
at Council Bluffs was noted in
our January Bulletin, passed
away January 20th last. A
special Memorial Circular was
issued at the time and copies
forwarded to all Iowa Lodges
and other bodies with whom

we are in correspondence.
L ] - L ]

List of Masonic Lodges
1920

The Pantagraph Printing &
Stationery Co. of Bloomington,
Illinois, has lately issued a
new and revised list of the
regular Masonic Lodges of the
country. Copies may be had
from the above company at
$1.00 each. As the Grand
Lodge of Iowa will not this
year issue such a list, we ad-
vise our lodges to send and
secure copies of the above.

L ] . L

If any of our readers have
a copy of an old school geog-
raphy by Olney, Braun or
others, showing a map of the
United States wherein a good
portion of the country west of
the Missouri River to Salt
Lake is marked as the Great
American Desert, that they
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Lodge should report to this Committee early and
secure cards of admission.

The Commiittee on Visiters will have a desk
in the Committee Room of the hotel and another
at the entrance to the Theatre and issue tickets
of admission to all visitors who are entitled to
seats in Grand Ledge.

Proxy Cards. Application cards have been
mailed tp the W. M. for representatives, on the
back of which cards will be found blank proxy.
One card will answer for all threemembers un-
less two or more be proxy members, in which
case it is necessary to have an additional card
with a proxy blank filled out for each proxy
member.

Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers and the
Committeemen should report to the Grand Sec-
retary and receive cards of admission. Brethren
appointed on Committees should, if not officers
of their lodge, secure proxy of one of the three

principal officers, thereby making them mem-

bers of the Grand Lodge.

All Mail Matter sent in care of the Grand
Secretary will be delivered from the office and
from the stage daily. '

Per Diem. The Per Diem of members is now
$3.00 per day.

x %k X

Arrangements by Local Committee

Information Bureau. The Local Committee
will have a desk in the lobby of the Wahkonsa
Hotel and at the Masonic Temple Building dur-
ing School of Instruction, and will gladly give
information relative to places in and about the
city, rooms, hotel rates, etc.

Hotel Rates. In the circular of the Local
Committee there will be found a list of hotels
and boarding houses, together with rates.

Wear Your Jewels. A large number of rep-
resentatives have been presented with Past Mas-
ters’ Jewels by their lodges. These should be
worn upon Grand Lodge Occasions. It is to be
hoped that this year the Brethren having such
jewels will bring and wear them during session
of Grand Lodge. If a lodge appreciates a broth-
er's services enough to present him with a jewel,
he should appreciate the honor enough to wear
it upon special Masoric occasions.
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are willing te donate to the
Library, it will be gratefully
received. . .

*

The Veterans

Brother R. M. J. Coleman
of Des Moines, is now serv-
ing his thirtieth consecutive
year as secretary of Antioch
Chapter No, 110, R. A. M. and
his thirty-fifth year as secre-
tary of Home Lodge No. 370,
A. F. & A. M. Brother Cole- ’
man has also served several
years as secretary of the
Scottish Rite Bodies of Des
Moines.

L ] L J

Brother E. L. Glazier,
formerly principal of the Ida
Grove High School, while in
the service lost his Chapter
Penny on the Meuse-Argonne
Battle Field in 1918. Later it
was picked up by Captain J.
S. Gay, of Battery B. 147th
Field Artillery and by him
given to Brother Jas. Easton
of Ida Grove. Brother Eas-
ton on looking up the record,
found the owner and returned
to him his l‘ost peimy.

*

Reception to J. M. Griffiths

Our eldest Past Elective
Grand Officer living, Brother
Joseph M. Griffiths of Des
Moines, was recently the
guest of honor at a most won-
derful birthday party given
in the Masonic Temple at Des
Moines. Brother Griffiths
had reached his ninety-
seventh birthday. Harry M.
Belt, J. A. West and C. A.
Townsend had been named as
a committee to make all ar-
rangements for the celegra-
tion and these Brothers cer-
ried out a splendid program.

Brother Lafayette Young.
Past Senior Grand Warden of
the Grand Lodge, was the
chief speaker for the evening
and gave a very interesting
address on “Masonry in Early
Days in Des Moines,” speak-
ing in terms of highest praise
of the work done by Brother
Griffiths in an early day;
also of his work for Masonry
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Program
Friday, Saturday and Monday
Sessions of School of Instruction in Masonic
Temple.
Sunday
Saturday evening and Sunday morning papers
will contain notices of places of worship. Local
Brethren will be at the hotel to escort any
who may desire to attend church. Appropriate
services will be held in several churches.
Tuesday, June 8th
Cards of Admission to Grand Lodge for both
delegates and visitors will be issued to all who
are properly registered.
9:00 O’clock A. M.

Take Notice

The Grand Lodge will convene promptly at
9 o'clock Tuesday morning, June 8th, for pre-
liminary ceremonies, after which the Grand
Lodge will be opened in ample form by the
Grand Master, Wm. A. Westfall, with the assist-
ance of his Grand Officers, and will at once pro-
ceed with the business of the Grand Lodge.

10:00 A. M. Reading of the address of the
Grand Master and distributing of same. Pre-
sentation of papers for reference and reading
of Standing and Special Committees.

Dinner Hour

2:00 P. M. Reports of Grand Treasurer,
Grand Secretary, Grand Librarian, Trustees
Grand Lodge and Grand Charity Fund.

Wednesday, June 9th

9:00 A. M. Regular Communication of Grand
Lodge. Presentation of reports of various com-
mittees.

Dinner Hour

2:00 P. M. Election of Grand Officers in ac-

cordance with the Code.
Wednesday Evening.

Masonic Veterans’ Assoclation. Announce-
ment will be made from the stage and by the
Local Committee circular.

Thursday, June 10th
900 A. M. Regular Communication of Grand
Lodge. Reports of Ofticers, Committees and reg-
ular business, including installation of Officers,
and closing of Grand Lodge.
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on the field during the Civil
War. Col. Griffiths was Mas-
ter of Capital Lodge from
1857 to 1860, when the War
broke out. He enlisted in the
39th Infantry as Major and
was promoted to the rank of
Colonel. During the entire
war period, he had much to
do with the conferring of Ma-
sonic degrees. He was Emi-
nent Commander of Temple
Commandry in 1866.

A very large number of Ma-
sons from Des Moines were
present to do Brother Grif-
fiths honor on this accasion.
Even at his age of life he is
still able to be about and to
attend lodge meetings.

Conferring of Degrees in the
Day Time

A large number of our Iowa
Lodges have commenced con-
ferring degrees early in the
morning and continuing the
same throughout the day and
up until midnight. We can-
not believe that this work is
for the very best interests of
Masonry. Lodge work per-
formed at night is far more
satisfactory than that done
in the daytime. Where the
degrees are conferred so hur-
riedly there is a tendency
among the officers, both elec-
tive and pro tem, to relieve
the tedium by overlooking the
solemn spirit of the words
and the effect is not the same
as when conferred carefully
in the evening.. We think
there is an undue haste in
this class of work that seri-
ously detracts from the
solemnity of it. We hope the
day is coming soon when our
lodges will be able to do all
their work in the evening
and not have to depend on
conferring twenty-five to thir-
ty-five degrees in a day. The
ritual is worthy of the most
profound study and the ef-
forts of our best men to pre-
sent it in the best manner
possible. The candidate who

- takes his degree hurriedly

cannot grasp the full mean-
ing of the ritual.
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THE DESIGN OF FREEMASONRY

The design of Freemasonry is not the display of the

ritualistic abilities of its officers. The constant repe-
tition of the ritual cannot alone hold the interest of
many of the craft. When one first walks through a
beautiful grove its charm fascinates and produces a
thrill of inspiration, but going that way repeatedly,
thoughtlessly, day by day, it is liable to become com-
monplace and uninteresting.

What then is the real purpose of Masonry?

Masonry is a system of seeking truth, a philosophy
that if properly pursued will ultimately make men
Masters, Masters in truth as well as in name. It
will enable the individual to know truth, and to ap-
ply it to himself and to all with which he comes in
contact.

In order to do this, he must understand the materials
and tools with which he works. He must understand
the import of the teachings, instead of being fasein-
ated with the phonographic perfection of the rendi-
tion. He must have less appreciation of honors and
more realization of obligations.

There must be a desire to understand the hidden
beauties of Masonry, instead of contentment with the
perfect reciting of words. The craft must choose
and promote officers who are interested in the spirit
of Masonry and see further than the mere forms.
No officer should be retained who knows nothing but
the ritual.

When only those are made Masters over the work
who study the symbolism, have an understanding of
the philosophy, and are able to give proper instruc-
tion in the teachings of our sublime art, then there
will be designs upon the trestle board, then more
members of the eraft will be interested workmen,
diligently pursuing their Masonic labors.

A W. G
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WAITING

“I could say nice things about him;
I could praise him if I would;
I could tell about his kindness,
For he's always doing good.
I could boost him as he journeys
O’er the road of life today;
But T let him pass in silence
And I've not a word to say:
For I'm one of those now waiting—
Ere a word of praise is said,
Or a word of comfort uttered —
"Till the friend we love lies dead.

“I could speak of yonder brother
As a man it's good to know;

And perhaps he’d like to hear it,
As he journeys here below.

I could tell the world about him
And his virtues all recall,

But at present he is living,
And it wouldn’t do at all:

So I'm waiting, ves, I'm waiting,
"Till the spark of life is fled;

Ere I raise my voice to praise him
I must know that he is dead.

“I appreciate the kindness
That he’s often shown to me,
And it will not be forgotten
When I speak his eulogy.
I should like to stand in public

And proclaim him “friend of mine.”

But that isn’t customary,
So I give the world no sign
Of my love for yonder brother,
Who has often helped me here;
I am waiting, ere I praise him,
"Till I stand before his bier.”
—Edgar A. Post.
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Visitors and Visiting

After the routine work of the Lodge has been attended 1o and the
several officers asked if they have anything to offer for the good of Free-
masonry or your Lodge in particular, the visiting brethren may be called
upon for a few remarks. You may learn from the visitors that the Lodge
which has honored you with membership is some pumpkins. The chances are
very much In favor of the fact that each visitor will inform the assembled
brethren, that, after many years of Masonic experience spread over a large sec-
tion of the country, they have never seen a better meeting or finer work any-
where than they have enjoyed during the evening. Then may follow a ramb-
ling hit or miss talk in which little or nothing -is sald and no objective
reached. There brethren mean well, but in their case, ‘“‘Silence would have
been golden.”

The subject of Masonic visitation is an important one and deserves your
attention, and a few general rules may be of help to you. Wherever you may
travel, if your ordinary business pursuits will allow you to do so, you should
.make it a point to visit the Masonic Lodge of the community.

When you make such a visit be sure and carry the receipt for the current
year's dues to your Lodge, and the Grand Lodge visiting card, should your
Jurisdiction issue such. Many Jurisdictions combine the receipt and the visit-
ing card in one paper. Always have these with you. Be at the Lodge room
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early ; this advice is for your own comfort as much as for the convenience of the
brethren. Do not talk to every man you meet, but call for the Tyler of the
Lodge, inform him that you are a stranger and desire to visit the Lodge. It
will then be the duty of the Tyler to communicate with the Worshipful Master,
who will appoint a committee to examine you. When once in the committee
room you will submit your credentials for examination and you may at this
time ask to see the Charter of the Lodge. This is your privilege—but don’t
exercise your privﬂege for the simple reason you have no way of telling whether
you have been shown the charter or not. The scroll submitted to you for ex-
amination might be a relic of a defunct or clandestine body of men. How could
you tell the difference? Then again, your demand to see the Charter is taken
to indicate a suspicion on your part, that some committees resent. The creden-
tials having been disposed of, the Test Oath should always follow, and every
man in the room must repeat that oath; this is your protection and no man
should be allowed in the room who does not take the oath with you. The com-
mittee is there for the purpose of finding out if you are entitled to sit in a Lodge
of Freemasons with them. They are not there to find out how much you know;
neither are they there to show you how much the‘y know.

I know of one instance where a committee was appointed before the Lodge
was opened. They proceeded at once in the exercise of their duties. The Lodge
opened, transacted its business, closed in form and went home, leaving the
committee and the visitor still in session.

I know of another instance where the chairman cf a committee sent a
visitor away, denying him the privilege of visitation. The W. M. at the close
of the meeting inquired regarding the stranger. “Oh, I sent him away,” said the
committee—"he knew too much. He was a book Mason. I can tell 'em by the
smell.” The following day the stranger called on the W. M. and inquired why
he had been turned down, and the W. M. told him what the report had been.

Then it transpired that the stranger was in the community representing
a Masonic Publishing House and it became him to be well informed on the
letter of the ritual. The committee had made a serious mistake, and this
brings me ¢n the subject of tylers and examining committees.

When you visit a Masonic Lodge in a neighboring state you may find the
Tyler to be a man that has made a failure of life. His lack, of success has made
him sour and disgruntled and he may even go as far as to snub you. The
probabilities are he will growl at you anyway. Don't let him get your goat. You
have some rights there—exercise them. It is a very grave mistake for a Lodge
to have the kind of a Tyler I am describing, but many Lodges take this method
of providing for some dependent brother. It would be very much better for the
Lodge to provide in some other manner for the brother, as the position of Tyler
makes him the representative of the brethren whose duties call upon him to

come in contact with the stranger, and many a Lodge has suffered in reputation
because of a cantunkerous Tyler.
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On the other hand, I know of a Tyler—his name is Sweeney—who has a
pleasant smile and a kindly greeting for all. He has the knack of making the
stranger feel at home and at ease, although, if he should happen to meet with
some one trying to slip anything over on him, I imagine that the job of “tellin’
it to Sweeney” would be anything but pleasant.

Therefore, my boy, don't let the Tyler scare you. In regard to the committee,
ever keep in mind that there is only one correct answer for you, and that is
the one taught you in your own: Lodge. The questions asked and their answers
may not be verbally the same as you learned,—that does not concern you. The
Grand Lodge has given you the work that is correct as far as you are concerned.
The wisest men of the Craft keep a long way from the catechism in examinations.
There are other and far better methods of satisfylng yourself that a visitor
is a Freemason in good standing and as such entitled to sit in a Lodge of
Freemasons.

Of course we will presume that you have satisfied the committee and are
permitted to visit, but we know of cases where committees were not satisfied
and the stranger was denied the right to visit; this may happen to you. Sup-
pose it does occur, how will you take the experience? Find out, if you can, the
reason for your rejection. If it was anything connected with your credentials,
then have these attended to at once. Should the cause prove to be your ignorance
of the technical work, then proceed to brush up, and do this at once.

If your business in the community is such that a Freemason should engage
in, your credentials all O. K., and you have a fair knowledge of the work, then
you are entitled to visit. Should you be denied the right, communicate with the
W. M. of your Lodge and he will tell you what to do.

It may appear that objection has been made and that some member of the
local Lodge does not intend to allow you to visit. This is what is known as
the “right of objection,” and this right may be exercised by any member against
any visitor. But the W. M. of the objector’s Lodge has the power to inquire
into the grounds upon which the objection has been made and if he deems these
groun'ds insufficient to sustain the objection, then the W. M. may over-rule the
objection and permit the stranger to visit.

Visitation on your part will help you in the following manner. You will
keep your dues paid up; you will keep brushed up on the work; you will see
how the other fellow does things; you wdl encourage fraternalism and you will
broaden and strengthen your own life by contact with others, and these things
are all worth while.

Having been admitted to a Lodge as a visitor, in the event that you aie
called upon for a few remarks, take advantage of the opportunity offered.
In order that you may have pleasure and the Craft profit, permit me to suggest
that you have some definite idea in your mind; some subject that you desire to
speak about and, having done this—sit down—terminal facllities are sorely
needed by those having nothing deﬂn[te to speak about, and also those of one
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idea. Having made your little speech—shot your wad, as it were—then proceed
to get another speech ready—have an unused one always on hand. If you follow
this course you will be surprised to see the interest the boys will take in what
you have to say.

It is my purpose to tell you at some other time what I believe to be the
function of a Lodge of Freemasons. When this is done I hope to outline a
number of subjects suitable for such talks and I also hope to be able to tell
you where you can secure authentic materials that may be used as the basis
for your remarks.

The Problem of Freemasonry

There are two million men today in the U. S. of A. that are indentified with
the Craft of Freeinasonry. These men constitute the very best of the citizen-
ship of the country. They are prominent in every movement that seeks to better
civil conditions und to improve the welfare of the community. They are the men
who demand protection for women and education for children. They demand
and have helped to secure liberty of conscience and freedom from spiritual
tyranny. They will not countenance, far less tolerate, lawlessness in any form.
They are the men who support and uphold the hands of Government, and
when the constituted authorities weaken and become derelict in their duty, these
are the men who by precept and example enforce the law.

These are the men that America looks to today to preserve the Institution
of this Great people in the struggle that seems just ahead of us. It is right
and proper that these men should take this position because the foundations
of the American Government were laid by Freemasons. The Constitution was
written by Freemasons—in its hour of struggle it was preserved by Freemasons
and today, as the dark clouds gather upon the horizon, these are the men who
have quietly and determinedly resolved to preserve and defend the Constitution
and Government against all comers,—be they religious or political.

What is this strange cult that binds its votaries to its Altars by bands of -
Love and Fraternalism and yet sends its members forth, ready and willing to
lay their lives upon the Altar of Freedom?

Their loyalty never questioned; their devotion never doubted, but ever and
always a Freemason's plighted troth to that which is right and sacredly sealed
with their blood when necessary. Yea, verily, Freemasonry presents a prob-
lem to the enemies of America and American Institutions.
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No. 3
At Work

You are expected to apply yourself to the work of the Craft of Freemasonry
as far as the “length of your Cable-tow” or ‘“the first square or angle of your
work,” meaning by these statements, to the limit of your obligated ability.

It will not be long before you will discover certain tendencies of your own
inner life manifesting themselves. Your study of the machinery and Ritual of
Freemasonry will show to you many an open door for usefulness and you will
probably take up that line of work most congenial to you. The machinery of
Freemasonry has given to many an office seeking brother the opportunity of
gratifying his ambitions. It will be here that your first awakening will come.
The brethren to whom has been entrusted the Gavel of authority and all that
it means in a Lodge of Freemasons are looked upon as being in some way
exemplars of the teachings of the Craft. It is presumed that they have arisen
to high honor amongst their brethren because of their knowledge, of their com-
pliance with and devotion to the Tenets of the Craft. You may approach some of
these brethren asking for information upon Masonic subjects that are forcing
themselves upon your attention. Do not be at all surprised if you should be
met with an evasive answer, and if you press your inquiry, you will get a
first-class exhibition of side-stepping and you will find yourself in too many
instances, stalled, floated, bluffed and disappointed.

You are asking for bread and you will receive a stone. Do not allow this
disappointing experience to discourage you—you have only gone to the wrong
address with your questions. Oh, I know you have a right to expect some kind of
satisfaction from your officers, but do you always receive what you expect and
in the way looked for—not much.

Experience will reveal to you thLat the class of men who are office-seekers
ina Lodge of Freemasons are also office-seekers in other organizations amongst
men. So-called Lodge politics is one of the serious problems confronting Free-
masonry today. Our best men absolutely refuse to follow the routine that has
arisen, £nd the result is, men of very mediocre ability and limited attainments
have forced themselves into office. While this is not the case in all instances,
it is the case in so many that men of ability and learning do not attend our
meetings except on special occasions, and although these same men are interested
in the teaching of Freemasonry, they are not interested in the running of the
Lodge—that is, as it is now being run. Does office and power appeal to you?
Do titles and honors fascinate you? Do medals and gegaws look good to you?
Then you have the making’ of an office-seeker—go to it, and may the best goer
win. This is a very serious matter and needs attention.

During a recently extended trip, the writer found many Lodges with offi-
cers who had been Masons for a very short time—one Lodge with over onc
thousand members, the Worshipful Master of which had been a Mason less than
three years—another Lodge with a Senior Warden a Mason less than a year—
a great Jurisdiction with an organized Masonic study work going on and the
Instructor a Freemason of less than eighteen months. When the blind lead
the blind, we have been told where the end of that road is—in the ditch.
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You should make a definite choice and decide whether you are going to be
an office-seeker in a Masonic Lodge or a student of the teachings of Freemasonry
because experience shows you cannot be both.

Many an officer, realizing the mistake he made in accepting an office, has
become a student of the Craft after his term closed; but on the other hand,
the brother who has sought for and secured an office in a Masonic Lodge in
order to increase his business: to get social prestige or standing: to receive
political favors or simply to gratify his ambition for office and power. is a posi-
tive injury to Freemasonry and this Craft exists today in spite of and not be-
cause of that class of men.

You will ever keep in mind that it is the office-seeking mascn that is the
injury. Som men are in Masonic offices today who are giving the very best
that is in them in order to advance the interests of the Craft. All honor to such’
brethren, but they are like Angels visits—few and far between—we do not have
enough of such. )

“Ye see yon birkie, ca’d—a lord,
Wha struts, and stares, and a’ that;
Though hundreds worship at his wor(
He's but a coof for a’ that:
For a’ that, and a’ that,
~ His riband, star, and a’ that,
The man of independent mind,
He looks and laughs at a’ that.”

M); brother. look beneath the surface and you will see that pride and ambi-
tion and desire for power are not in harmony with the teachings of the Craft
where all men are equal. We have seen the haughty and the arrogant hrought
low; we have seen the domineering bully cowed: we have seen it demonstrated
beyond a question that rcal worth and manhood have triumphed, as witness a
Lincoln or a Burns, when those who oppose them are known today through
the reflected glory of heing noticed by those they despised.

In a Freemasons’ Lodge. we are dealing with the internal and not the
external parts of man. The first rreparation to be made a Freemason took place
in the heart. Be careful, therefore, as to the channel in which and through
which you decide to show forth your Masonic activities. If you have been drawn
to Freemasonry as a piece of steel is drawn to the magnet, and if you believe
that your obligations and feelings are in harmony, (which they are,) and would
like to know something about the esoteric teachings of the Craft, then listen for
a few moments.

There are two classes of students. First: those who study the Ritual and
are content with that, finding full satisfaction in that line of work. Second:
those who know the Ritual but who believe that the words of the Ritual are
like the symbols and ceremonies—merely the covering of deeper truths—the
husk that protects the real meaning from all except such as become Master
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Masons indeed. We urge upon you the necessity of a correct understanding of
the Ritual, getting it verbally correct wherever possible. In this way you will
lay your lines for a study that will prove pleasant and profitable.

Now proceed to find out where that Ritual came from—the road it traveled
over on its journey to you. This road you may retrace, beginning with the
Lodge that has honored you with membership. From that to the Grand Lodge
of your Jurisdiction, then to the Lodges that organized the Grand Lodge and
so0 on back until you reach the end of the road from the standpoint of positive
history. Before you leave the history, it will be well for you to examine care-
fully the records of different Grand Lodges—not all of them, but the leaders—
the Grand Lodges of Great Britain, three of them, the various Grand Bodies of
Europe, and in this way get a fair idea of the lineage of the Craft as far as
recorded.

Your study of the history and your knowledge of the Ritual will have pre-
pared you for a study of the symbols of the Craft. Here you will meet with the
source of Masonry’s strength—rich as Creosus, with a wealth almost unbe-
lievable in truth taught symbolically. You have come to a feast indeed.

It will be necessary for you to find out from outside sources all the
methods employed to convey truth thru’ symbols. Call to your assistance every

known help. You will need all you can secure. Come then and examine care-
fully your treasures.
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Program of the Spring Reunion of Oriental
Consistory of Valley of Chicago 1918.
Stockley, W. E............... Maundy Thyrsday Ceremony of Extinguishing
the Lights.

IOWA DEPARTMENT

Andreas, A. T........ e Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa.
Aurner, C.R................. Iowa Stories. Two volumes.
Cody, Louisa F...............Memories of Buffalo Bill.
Cole, G. M............ooieut. \ Dozen Days in Iowa.
Downer, H. E................ History of Davenport and Scott County. Two
volumes.,
Dreiser, Theodore............ Hoosier Holiday.
Dye, E.E...ooovvviiivnninne. The Conquest ; the true story of Lewis and Clark.
Holmes & Sweetland......... Descriptive Sketch of the Spirit Lake Region.
Hosmer, J. K................ History of the Louisiana Purchase.
Marple, Alice................. Towa Authors and Their Works; a bibliography.
Parish, J. C.................. The Man With the Iron Hand.
Pike, Z. M.................. Y xpeditions of Zebulon Pike.
Tributes to Henry Wallace.
Van Vechten, Carl............ In the Garret.
Wallace, Henry.............. Uncle Henry’s Letters to the Farm Boy.
Weller, C. H.................. Athens and Its Monuments.
Young, Kendall and the Kendall Young Iibrary.
BOOKPLATES
American Bookplate Society..First Year Book. 1915.
Fowler, Alfred............... Bookplate calendar for 1920.
Fowler, Alfred............... Bookplate booklet, May, 1919.
Fowler, Alfred................ Bookplate booklet, October, 1919.
Harrod, Stanle............... Catalog of Bookplates.
Viner, G. H.................. Descriptive Catalog of the Bookplate.

History of The Mystic Shrine

The Library is indebted to William B.
Melish for a copy of the History of the
Imperial Council, Ancient Arabic Of-
der, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. This
work was prepared and published under
the direction of the Imperial Council

and the copyright is taken in his name
as such chairman The committee has been
very careful to distinguish between fact
and fiction and the work throughout is
authoritative. They were fortunate in
having access to the notes of some of
the founders of the Order in this coun-

and is a complete history of the Mystic
Shrine from its organization to the
year 1919. Noble Melish was chairman
of the committee appointed by the Im-
perial Council to prepare this history

try, especially those of Dr. Saram R. El-
lison of Mecca Temple, New York, who
was the first chairman of the committee,
but who later resigned because of ad-
vancing years.
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Seventy-Seventh Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge of lowa

OB==2Z0 B="==C00 (=il (el O K O @e=stiDd (=xtiD) S (B O

The seventy-seventh annual com-
munication of the Grand Lodge was
held in the Princess Theatre at Fort
Dodge, Towa, June 8, 9, and 10 follow-
ing the usual three days School of In-
struction in charge of the Custodians.
The School was one of the best and
most profitable for many years. It was
largely attended and the interest contin-
ued through the entire three days ses-
sion.

On Tuesday, June 8th the brethren as-
sembled promptly at 9 A. M. and the
meeting was called to order by the
Deputy Grand Master, Charles A.
Dewey, who then requested Brother
Crom Bowen, as the oldest Past Grand
Master in point of service present, to
present and escort the Grand Master,
Brother William A. Westfall to the
East. This Brother Bowen did in his
usual pleasing manner and Brother
Westfall was received with the public
grand honors. The Grand Master in a
few well chosen words expressed his
appreciation of the reception given him
and then called upon Brother E. H.
Johnson of Fort Dodge to preside dur-
ing the opening exercises, which were
carried out as follows:

Invocation by Dr. W. O. Harliss.

Selection by Miss Bernice Arthur,

Singing by Masonic Male Quartette.

Singing, Mrs. Elsa Loomis McManus.

Address of Welcome on behalf of the
Masons of Ft. Dodge by Mayor A. O.
Scott.

Orchestra selection by the
Orchestra.

Response to the Address of Welcome
By Charles A. Dewey, Deputy Grand
Master.

A few very interesting remarks were
made by Brother Johnson who then

Masonic

closed the public exercises and the gavel
was returned to Most Worshipful Grand
Master, W. A. Westfall, who, after in-
viting those not members of the Order
to retire, procceded to open the Grand
Lodge in ample form.

The Committee on Credentials re-
ported that there were 408 Lodges rep-
resented; 339 Masters and Wardens and
253 proxies. There were 14 Grand Of-
ficers, 37 Permanent Members and 43
District Lecturers, making a total at-
tendance of 686.

Brother Thomas Lambert in presenting
the report of the Trustees of the Grand -
Charity Fund gave some very interest-
ing facts regarding the work of the
Trustees and the good accomplished by
the fund provided by this Grand Lodge.

Brother E. R. Moore in his report of
the Finance Committee said that for
the first time in many years the finances
of the Grand Lodge were in such shape
that the Committee could make all ne-
cessary appropriations without having
to anticipate the revenues for the com-
ing year. He also said that the funds
would warrant the purchase on the mar-
ket of a $10,000.00 Liberty Bond which
could be cashed later if needed and he
recommended that the purchase of such
a bond be made. This recommendation
was adopted.

A telegram of fraternal greeting was
received from the Grand Master of Ne-
braska to which our Grand Master was
instructed to make suitable reply.

The Jurisprudence Committee rec-
ommended an amendment to the Consti-
tution by which the Board of Custo-
dians would become permanent mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge. This was ap-
proved and under the law was laid over
for final action next year. Amendments
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to the Code and decisions approved by
the Grand Lodge are given in full in
another part of this number of the Bul-
letin. The list of new officers and com-
mittees are also given in another part
of this number. ’

The Grand Master invited Brother
George A. Dibble to address the Grand
Lodge and those who had looked for-
ward to a treat in listening to this ad-
dress were not disappointed. It was
certainly magnificent.

The Finance Committee was in-
structed to appropriate $175 for the
purchasing of 550 copies of “The List
of Regular Lodges” so that each Lodge
could be furnished with a copy. The
Grand Secretary was also instructed to
prepare combination receipt and identifi-
tion cards to be furnished to the Lodges
at cost.

Waterloo extended a cordial invita-
tion for the Grand Lodge to meet in
that city next year and the invitation
was accepted by a unanimous vote.

All of the sessions of the Grand
Lodge were full of business but it was
transacted in perfect harmony. The
time that was not given to business was
filled with a round of pleasure and en-
tertainment furnished by the brethren of
Fort Dodge. For an account of this
feature of the communication see “In-
cidents of the Week” in this issue of
the Bulletin.

* X x X

INCIDENTS OF THE WEEK
By Harriett Hughes

We have looked forward for months
to the Seventy-seventh Annual Com-
munication of the Grand Lodge of Iowa
and all too soon has it come and gone,
but although it is gone, there will ever
be fresh in our minds memories of many
delightful hours spent in the beautiful
city of Fort Dodge. And it is a beauti-
ful city, nestled down in the heart of
the hills, making an ideal setting for
this annual meeting.
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Fort Dodge is a thriving little city,
situated on the banks of the Des Moines
River, and on account of the three trunk
lines of railroad leading into it, is very
easy of‘access. The city boasts of a large
number of manufacturing and jobbing in-
stitutions and is known as the commercial
center of Northwestern Iowa. Lying
in the heart of a rich agricultural dis-
trict, it is surrounded by land under-
laid with gypsum rock, having the larg-
est and purest gypsum rock deposits in
the United States—thus the slogan of
Fort Dodge, “We Plaster the Earth.”
However, this is but one of the many
interesting features connected with the
enterprising city and we regret that
space does not permit the mention of
more of its commercial institutions.

From the time that Fort Dodge was
designated as the next meeting place of
the Grand Lodge of Iowa, we believe
that the Masons of that city have simply
lived and breathed “Grand Lodge,” at
least if the completeness with which
every detail was planned for and car-
ried out is any indication. The neat
little circulars sent out in advance of
the meeting, the announcements dis-
tributed at the session, giving in full the
program for the week, the tasty dele-
gates’ badges, etc., etc., showed only the
most careful attention to every little de-
tail, with no other thought than the
comfort and pleasure of their guests.

The School of Instruction, under
charge of the Board of Custodians, be-
gan on Friday, June 4th, and was per-
haps the most successful School ever
held at a Grand Lodge meeting, it hav-
ing the largest attendance as yet on
record. The School lasted over until
Monday night, when the Third Degree
was put on in a most creditable manner
at the Princess Theater, the work being
done on actual candidates. Quite a large
number took the examinations for Dis-
trict Lecturer during the few days of
the School and we are sure that the
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hope of the Board of Custodians that
someday every county in the state may
have at least one District Lecturer
will soon be materialized.

The Grand Lodge proper convened at
the Princess Theatre on Tuesday morn-
ing, June 8th, and too much cannot be
said of the harmony existing during
the entire session. This harmony and
good cheer pervaded everything, making
it a session to look back to with pleas-
ure. The Masons of Fort Dodge had no
little part in this, as it was they who
started things off in the right spirit—
putting a vim and push into everything
with which they had anything to do and
with all showing such a spirit of cordial-
ity and welcome that everybody was
right at home from the moment of their
arrival—we were not visitors but just
“home-folks.”

Words are but frail things when we
come to speak of the entertainment pro-
vided by the Masons of Fort Dodge and
their wives and daughterss. We can
think of nothing that they did not do
for our comfort and enjoyment while
there, and \.avhen it comes to real enter-
taining, we shall have to hand it to
Fort Dodge. From the time of the ar-
rival of the Grand Master and Grand
Secretary, a car was placed at their dis-
posal, to go and come as they wished, a
fact which they very much appreciated.

On Sunday morning, all Masons then
in attendance were invited to attend the
services at the Methodist Church, the
Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge,
Rev. E. G. Williams of Colfax, having
been asked to deliver the address of the
morning. It was an inspiring sermon
and listened to with a great deal of in-
terest by his audience. Another very
pleasant feature of the morning was the
music by the local choir, this choir being
one of the very finest in the state. They
gave a sacred concert in the evening and
we are sure if the singers could have
heard a few of the many words of praise
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spoken in their behalf they would have
felt well repaid for the time spent in
the work of training.

Cars were placed at the disposal of
the guests on Sunday afternoon and
many, many of them enjoyed to the ut-
most this privilege extended. Fort Dodge
is a city of beautiful drives and scenic
places and this treat alone would have
been sufficient for the guests, but not
so with the local Masons for upon our

.return at five o'clock, we were asked

to remain at the Masonic Temple where
a band concert had been arranged for.

On Tuesday, a lovely luncheon was
served the visiting ladies at the Country
Club and during the afternoon they
were delightfuly entertained with aes-
thetic and folk dancing.

Tickets granting admission to any
movie in the city, good for the three
days of the Grand Lodge session, were
given to all delegates and visitors, but
on Tuesday evening a rare treat was
afforded to all in the way of a play put
on at the Princess Theater by local
Masonic talent. It was a success in
every particular, adding one more feath-
er to the cap of the Fort Dodge Masons.
The Annual Grand Master’s dinner also
took place Tuesday evening, being serv-
ed at the Country Club, at which time
autos were again placed at the dis-
posal of the guests. It goes without
saying that this was an enjoyable affair
as it always proves to be one of the
most delightful features of the Grand
Lodge sessions and is looked forward
to eagerly each year by the Past Grand
Masters. Lucky indeed is he who,
though outside the pale of this august
body, happens to be invited in for the
occasion.

Wednesday afternoon a tea was given
for the visiting ladies, hostesses and
members of the Eastern Star at the Ma-
sonic Temple, interspersed with harp
and violin solos, special readings, vocal
solos and cards. The evening was given
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over to a reception and concert by the
Masonic Orchestra in the Club rooms,
followed by a dance in the ball room
of the Temple. The extreme heat could
not daunt the spirits of the dancers
and we are sure that the evening proved
a most enjoyable one to all.

The visiting ladies were especially
favored this year in being asked to at-
tend the annual banquet given for the
members of the Masonic Veterans’ Asso-
ciation in the dining room of the Metho-
dist Church on Wednesday evening.
This dinner was so thoroughly enjoyed
that we are very much afraid the ladies
will be greatly disappointed in the fu-
ture should not similar invitations be
forthcoming from the Veterans.

The Grand Lodge session closed
Thursday noon, but even then Fort
Dodge was not through with its enter-
taining, as during the afternoon cars
were again provided for the visiting Ma-
sons and their wives that they might
auto over the city or enjoy the beautiful
drives nearby.

But now the 77th Communication is a
thing of the past—a time to look back to
with only the most pleasant of recollec-
tions. And when we do look back, it
will always be with a deep sense of ap-
preciation for this week of real pleasure.
We have been made to feel that it has
been a pleasure to serve us, and after all,
this is the cssential of being a successful
host.

" Decisions as Approved by the
Grand Lodge

An Insurance Company doing business
in Jowa cannot be considered as a Re-
lief Association under Section 297, para-
graph 7 of the Code.

Where a Brother was elected Master
of a Lodge and duly installed as such,
and after having served as Master for a
certain period of time, resigns, and the
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office of Worshipful Master becomes va-
cant and the Lodge elects a Brother to
fill the vacancy for the remaining period
of the year, such Worshipful Master
elected to fill the vacancy is entitled to
the honors of a Past Master. The pro-
vision in Section 76 of the Code, to
the effect that where the annual elec-
tion is held later than the last stated
meeting before the 24th day of December
of each year or the annual installa-
tion is held later than January 20th, the
Master so elected or installed shall not
be entitled to the honors of a Past Mast-
er, applies only to the regular annual
election or installation of officers. It
does not apply or govern the election of
a Master to fill a vacancy.

Where a Brother by reason of sickness
or any other good and sufficient cause
is unable to attend a regular meeting at
which the ballot is to be spread upon a
particular candidate, he may file an ob-
jection to the candidate in writing, by
mailing the same to the Master of the
Lodge, and such objection has the same

force as if he appeared in person and

filed such objection. .

It is proper and legal for a Brother to
post an Entered Apprentice even though
said Entered Apprentice has not pre-
sented himself for advancement within
six months after his initiation. He is an
Entered Apprentice Mason even though
he has not presented himself for advance-
ment.

Where a Brother was elected to fill
an office and duly installed as such and
after said election and installation was
declared to be of unsound mind and com-
mitted to the Hospital for the Insane, his
office does not become vacant by reason
therecof. Being committed to the Insane
Hospital does not create any greater and
further reasons for declaring the office
vacant than any other cause of sickness.
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The law provides a method ‘whereby the
office may be filled, protem. In case of
recovery from such sickness or disease
prior to the expiration of the term of his
office, he is entitled to resume the office.

Where any officer is elected and in-
stalled and afterward removes from the
jurisdiction of the Lodge, taking up his
actual residence and making his home
in a foreign jurisdiction, there is a
vacancy in the office even though he re-
tains his legal residence and votes as
such in the jurisdiction of the lodge
which elected him. It is the actual and
not the legal residence that controls in
such matters.

The Master and other Brothers vio-
late Masonic Law in opening a Lodge
in the ante-room and examining a Broth-
er as to his proficiency at the same
time that others are conferring the
Degrees upon another candidate in the
Lodge room. In other words a
Lodge can not hold two meetings at the
same time. Examination as to profici-
ency must be in open Lodge and under
the law the same lodge can not hold two
meetings at the same time.

A Lodge can not take its charter to an
adjoining town where there is no Ma-
sonic Lodge and there confer degrees
upon candidates who live in that town.
The charter is granted and the brethren
are given authority to work within the
town named in the charter and not other-
wise,

A Wonderful Work

When it was first learned that the Ma-
sons of Detroit were to undertake to
raise $3,000,000 for the erection of a
new Temple Building, it was deemed al-
most impossible of accomplishment, yet
within a very brief space of time plans
were made for the great drive and the
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feat was accomplished. They are now
planning to erect the most elaborate
Temple the world has ever known. We
hope in some future number cf the Bul-
letin to give portrait of the proposed
building and something of the plans.

The Masons of that city have also
formed a Detroit Masonic Club, which
owns 170 acres of ground. They have
an eighteen hole golf course that covers
91 acres. It is said that there are fre-
quently 400 autos driven into the
grounds in a day. Contract has been
let for a fine concrete Cassino Club
House to be built upon the lake front,
to be three stories in heighth with a
basement, and fine porches along the .
entire length of the building. This Club
will have twenty tennis courts, a rifle
shooting range, bowling on the green,
fishing facilities, boating, etc, in sum-
mer, with skating, ice boats, etc. in the
winter, so that the club will be open and
be a great resort to the Masons of that
<ty both summer and winter. They
plan for all kinds of entertainment in
connection with their Club and expect
to have a fine bascball ground.

The purpose of this Club is to provide
a moderately priced means of recrea-
tion for the more than 37,000 Masons
living in that vicinity, and from the pro-
gram proposed by the leaders of the
Ctub, there is no doubt but that they are
bound to make a splendid success of
it. All life memberships were sold in ad-
vance of the time for the opening of the
Club. We doubt not that this will prove
one of the finest things of the kind in
America.

A very fine article on Bird Ceremonials
by Charles C. Brown has appeared in a
number of the Wisconsin Archaeologist
at Milwaukee. In the south eastern part
of Wisconsin many specimens of the
Indian work of the Archaeological kind
have been found and we learn that one has
been lately found in Benton County in
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.Iowa. We also understand that there archaeological relics have been found,

is a movement in this state to make an
archaeological survey of Jowa which we
trust will be started in the near future.
Should any of our readers know of any
place in the state where a number of

Indian pipes, arrows or Indian tools of
any kind, we would be pleased to hear
from them and we would be glad to have
them send same to the Library for the
museum department.
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GRAND LODGE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

1920-1921
T TTTTTTT TV TTT T T TV TTTTTVDOTET O
ELECTED

M. W. Grand Master

Jrsse ALpEN WEst (Capital 110)....

........................ Des Moines

R. W. Senior Grand Warden

TaHoMAs WiLLiIAM WELLINGTON (Claypoole 13)............. Fort Madison
R. W. Junior Grand Warden
CHARLES EpwaArD WricHT (Verity 250) .......ccvvveiiinnvnn.. Clear Lake
R. W, Grand Treasurer
ERNEST RoBERT MoorRe (Mt. Hermon 263).................. Cedar Rapid:

R. W, Grand Secretary

NiEwToN Ray ParviN (Iowa City 4)

....................... Cedar Rapids

APPOINTED
R. W. Deputy Grand Master

AMOR SARGENT (Crescent 25).......

....................... Cedar Rapids

R. W, Deputy Grand Secretary

CHARrLES CLypE Hunt (Lafayette 52)

...................... Cedar Rapids

R. W. Grand Chaplain

H. B. Scores (Franklin 14) ...... ...ttt Knoxville
. W. Senior Grand Deacon
J. W. Cook (Silentia 371) ......oiiuiiiiiiii it iiiiieiennnnnns Shelby
W. Junior Grand Deacon
Sam L. PoroNETzKY (Gnemeth 577)...................... Valley Junction
W. Senior Grand Steward
E. C. FEE (Evening Shade 312)....... PO Spencer
W. Junior Grand Steward
Ot1s B. NoEL (Mahaska 336) ..........ccciiiiiiiininnnnnnn New Sharon
W. Grand Marshal
Roy W. HaLe (Ashlar 111) ... .o, Fort Dodge
" W. Grand Tyler
AMOS N. ALBERSON (26) ......ccvvuiieitinnnenneennernnnnanns Washington
Custodians of the Work
JouNn T. AMEs (Hesperia 340)—Term expires 1921................ Traer
Davip R. Tripp (Riverside 389)—Term expires 1923.............. Colfax

CHaAs. C. CLark (Malta 318), P. G. M.—Term expires 1925...Burlington
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Trustees Grand Charity Fund
J. D. GaMBLE (Oriental 61), P. G. M.—Term expires 1922..... Knoxville
THos. LaAMBERT (Resurgam 169), P. G. M.—Term expires 1924..... Sabula
C. W. WaLroN (Metropolitan 49), P. G. M—Term expires 1926. Dubuque
Trustees Grand Lodge
CroM Bowen (Capital 110), P. G. M.—Term expires 1921....Des Moines
W. S. GArbNER (Western Star 100), P. G. M.—Term expires 1923.Ciinton

louils Brock (Trinity 208), P. G. M.—Term expires 1925. ..., .Davenport
STANDING COMMITTEES
Credentials
GEO. L. GARTON (370) ....coriiiiiiiiii it iineaneens Des Moines
HENRY H. DEAN (58) .. oo e i e nenes Glenwood
FRANK A. LEE (116) ... it ennaas Waverly
Lodges Under Dispensation
BurtoN H. SaxtoN (111) .. ..o e ....Sioux City
REALFF OTTESEN (208) . ...t ittt ittt Davenport
Carr, KUueaNLE (507)................. e, e, Denison
Chartered Lodges
FrREp G. HANSEN (100).......covvvniiinnriiinnnnnnnn. feerereeens Clinton
J. E. BROOKS (386) ....cvvviiiiiiiiieiiiie e innnnerannannns Greenfield
C. S. PERCIVAL (73) ..ottt ceieeenes Bonaparte
Grand Master's Address
MiLo J. GABRIEL (93) .. ..ciiniiii ittt it eie i eneeenns Clinton
CHAS. R. SUTHERLAND (25) .00 oiriiriiiiiiiiiiieeneenenns Cedar Rapids
ROBERT TIPTON (238).....00vviiiiiiiiiie i innrnnneannens Belle Plaine
Appeals and Grievances
EARL PETERS (140)........oiriiniiiiiiiiiii i ineienneanas Clarinda
CURTIS B. CLOVIS (271) .00t ittt cie e Atlantic
CHARLES A. DEWEY (26).......000viiieinerennennneannenanas Washington
Masonic Jurisprudence
WiLLiaM HurcHINsON (537), P.G. M. .o iieieeaeenn, Alton

And all Past Grand Masters of this Grand Lodge who personally reside
. within its jurisdiction and are in good standings

Finance
ACE WEBSTER (351) ..ottt e ieenees Waucoma
C.A PARKER (145).......oiviiiiiiiiii i, ....Mason City
LEROY C. DUNN (110) ..ot iiiieneens Des Moines
Mileage and Per Diem
W. L. EHLERS (474) . ..ottt Correctionville
FORREST S. TREAT (22) . ... coiuiiniiii i iiiinnnnnns Davenport
GEO. A. REIMCKE (2) ....0 i iiiiit i e eneaas Muscatine
Grand Lodge Library :
E. G. WILLIAMS (389) ....c0iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirinienrencnnennons Colfax
Fraternal Correspondence
Louts Brock (208), P. G. M.......o.iiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiaeienens Davenport

A J. WALSMITH (18) ... 0ottt ittt ieeeiiiieneanenas Oskaloosa

51
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Masonic Research
C. C. Hunt (52)—Term expires 1921...................... Cedar Rapids
H. L. Haywoop (105)—Term expires 1922........................ Grinnell
BoruMmIL SHIMEK (4)—Term expires 1923..................... lowa City
Grand Lodge Recognition
F. C. SmitH (12)—Term expires 1921........coivviiiinininnnn.. Keokuk
F. W. Crac (110), P. G. M.—Term expires 1922............ Des Moines
H. H. StiLweLr (154)—Term expires 1923....................... Waukon

AMENDMENTS TO THE CODE

Adopted June, 1920

The following amendments to sections 48, 123 and 196 of the code, were
adopted at the recent communication of the Grand Lodge (1920) and are now
a part of the law of this Grand Jurisdiction:

SECTION 157a. (As Amended 1920) —Fees for Degrees
by Courtesy—When degrees are conferred by request for a
Lodge of a foreign jurisdiction, no fee shall be charged for
such fraternal service; provided, however, that when the for-
eign jurisdiction makes a charge for like service for an Iowa
Lodge then in that case the Iowa Lodge may make such reason-
able charge for the service as may be agreed upon by the
Lodges concerned.

SECTION 62a. (As Amended 1920)—Report to Grand
Secretary—When such consolidation has been effected and
the officers of the consolidated Lodge have been duly elected
and installed, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of such con-
solidated Lodge to at once report to the Grand Secretary the
action that has been had and such report shall include a list
of the officers of the consolidated Lodge.

(D). *The Research Committee shall be authorized and
empowered to establish a Speakers’ Bureau, and when estab-
lished the same shall be under the management and control
of the Research Committee, and they shall have authority to
make and adopt rules for the regulation thereof and putting
the same into operation.

Provided: That the establishment thereof and the opera-
tion thereof, and all work done and performed in connection
therewith, shall be done and carried out without any expense
to this Grand Lodge other than the such sum as may be ex-
pended by the Committee out of the usual appropriation for
the Committee and in no case shall the speakers therefor be
at the expense of this Grand Lodge. (A4s Amended 1920.)
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SECTION 424. Applications for Relief—(As Amended
1912, 1915 and 1920)—All applications to the Grand Lodge for
relief shall be made to the Trustees of the Grand Charity

Fund.

They shall carefully investigate all applications for

relief, and when such application is from a subordinate lodge
they shall ascertain its financial condition, the calls upon it for
charity, the amount paid by it for charity, and such other

facts as they may deem proper.

The Trustees may, in their

discretion, reject such applications, or report them to the
Grand Lodge, with such recommendations as they may deem

proper.

The Trustees may, in case of emergency, draw upon

the temporary charity fund not to exceed the sum of $500.00,
but appropriations for permanent or continuous relief shall
only be made by the Grand Lodge, and no such appropriations
shall be made upon application of a subordinate lodge unless
such application shall have been made to the Trustees at least
ten days before the session of the Grand Lodge at which such

appropriation is asked for.

The Trustees may, when an

emergency arises, draw upon the temporary charity fund for
not to exceed $400.00 in addition to the amount set aside by
the Grand Lodge for a beneficiary.

By C. C. Hunt

Z THE RIGHT OF VISITATION Z
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The statement of this right as given
by Mackey in his fourteenth landmark is
as follows: “The right of every Mason
to visit and sit in every regular Lodge
is an unquestionable landmark of the
Order. This is called the right of visita-
tion. This right of visitation has always
been recognized as an inherent right
which inures to every Mason as he trav-
els through the world, and this is be-
cause Lodges are justly considered as
only divisions for convenience of the
universal Masonic family. This right
may, of course, be impaired or forfeited
on special occasions by various circum-
stances; but when admission is refused
to a Mason in good standing, who
knocks at the door of a Lodge as a vis-

tor, it is to be expected that some good
and sufficient reason shall be furnished
for this violation of what is, in general,
a Masonic right, founded on the land-
marks of the Order.” This statement
is supported by the Law in England,
which has not been changed since 1819
when it was provided that “It is the un-
doubted right of every Mason who is
well known or properly vouched for to
visit any Lodge during the time it is
opened for general Masonic business.”
The circumstances which led to this en-
actment was that on June 2, 1819 at the
quarterly communication of the Grand
Lodge complaint was made against a
certain Lodge for having refused admis-
sion to some visiting brethren who had
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been regularly vouched for. The Lodge
claimed that it was about to initiate a
candidate and no visitors could be ad-
mitted during the ceremony. The Grand
Lodge, however, held otherwise and
adopted the regulation given above. Com-
menting on this “The London Freema-
son”, Volume 39, Page 140, says: “The
right of visitation is a Masonic privi-
lege not generally understood, nor taken
advantage of as it ought to be. It not
only benefits the Mason in good stand-
ing who profits by it, but the lodge he
visits. It should be understood clearly
that, welcome or unwelcome, invited or
uninvited, every Freemason has an in-
alienable right to visit any and every
lodge he pleases. Of course, this does
not involve any right to join the breth-
ren at the festive board afterwards, and
we fancy it is the fear of being consider-
ed intrusive in this respect that causes
brethren to be diffident in the matter
of visitation. We said it benefited the
lodge visited. It does so in this way.
The lodge ceases to be a private coterie.
When it is remembered that at any mo-
ment during lodge work, it is possible
brethren may drop in from any part of
the world, a very wholesome check is
imposed upon those who rule the lodge.
There is far less chance of any in-
novation finding its way into the body of
Masonry under such circumstances. The
lodge is quite justified, of course, in test-
ing the visitor in every possible way, and
no sensible brother will object to being
put through a very strict examination.”
This does not mean, however, that a
brother can disregard Masonic law and
usage or act otherwise than as a gentle-
man and retain his right of visitation.
In England this right has been modified
by several rules. For instance, the Ty-
ler at his installation is instructed “if
it should at any time unfortunately hap-
pen that a Brother should present him-
self in a state of inebriety, it will be
your duty to report the same to the I. G.,
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and he to the J. W,, that the responsibil-
ity of his admission rests not upon
The following rules from the
Grand
also qualify the

you.”
Book of Constitutions of the
Lodge of England
right:

Rule 150—"“No visitor shall be admit-
ed into a Lodee unless he be personally
known to, or well vouched for, after due
examination, by one of the Brethren
present, OR until he has produced the
certificate of the Grand Lodge to which
he claims to belong, AND has given
satisfactory proof that he is the Brother
named in the certificate, or other prop-
er vouchers of his having been initiated
in a regular Lodge.”

Rule 151—“It is within the power of
the Master of every private Lodge to re-
fuse admission to any visitor whose pres-
ence he has reason to believe will dis-
turb the harmony of the Lodge, or to
any visitor of known bad character.”

Ryle 152—“No Brother who has ceased
to be a subscribing member of a Lodge
shall be permitted to visit any one Lodge
more than once until he again becomes a
subcribing member of some Lodge.”

Rule 204—“A Brother who has been
concerned in making Masons clande-
stinely, or at a Lodge which is not a
regular Lodge, or for small and un-
worthy considerations, or who may as-
sist in forming a new Lodge without the
Grand Master’s authority, shall not be
admitted as a member, of even as a
visitor into any regular Lodge.”

Rule 282—“No Brother shall be ad-
mitted into any Grand Lodge or any sub-
ordinate Lodge, without his proper cloth-
ing.”

From these rules it appears that the
visitor must conform to the following
requirement: Y

First. He must be vouched for or
prove himself eligible. (Rule 150).

Second. He must be of good reputa-
tion. (Rule 151).
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Third. The Master must be convinced
that his presence will not disturb the
harmony of the Lodge. (Rule 151).

Fourth. He must be a member of a
Lodge in good standing. (Rule 152).

Fifth. He must not have Masonic
dealings with clandestine Masons or
Lodges. (Rule 204).

Sixth. He must be properly clothed.
(Rule 282).

As interpreted in the light of these
modifications the right of visitation has
been generally, though not universally up-
held by the Masonic world. A great deal
of diversity, however, exists as to the
proper application of these modifications.
In future papers we hope to speak of these
modifications more particularly but at
the present time we shall only call at-
tention to the fact that the modifications
should not be so interpreted that a good
and true brother would be deprived of
his right to visit. Neither Lodge nor
Grand Lodge has the right to deprive
him of this right. They may have the
power but they do not have the Masonic
right to so deprive him.

Nearly all the old charges enjoin the
Craft to “receive and cherish strange
brethren when they come over the coun-
try.” “If you discover him to be a true
and genuine brother you are to respect
him accordingly.” The Master in his in-
stallation is required to “promise” to re-

spect genuine and true brethren.” This
right is based upon the principal that

Masonry is a universal family of which
Lodges are but local divisions and from
this fact we have the saying that “in
every clime a Mason finds a home and in
every land a brother.” The right of

visitation can not be denied without con-
troverting the idea of Fraterrity and

universality. The right of visitation is
also implied in the nature of the early
Masonic orgarization. Lodges were not
necessarily permanent organizations. The
old charges define them as places where
Masons assemble and work. They might
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be either permanent or not. All Masons
in the vicinity had a right to be present.
That right is said to have been asserted
bq Pythagoras, and Mackey has therefore
a strong argument for calling it a land-
mark. This right, however, is not abso-
lute, but must yield to higher rights, if
any there be, with which it may conflict.
It is because of this fact that many emi-
nent Masons hold that there is no right
of visitation, although there isa duty of
hospitality on the part of the Lodge;
that the duty is not legal but moral, and
that the visitor has no right whatever.
They hold that since permission to visit
may be refused, the right to visit does
not exist. We must remember, however,
that neither Mackey nor the English hold
the right to be absolute. “It may be im-
paired or forfeited on special occasions
by various circumstances” But this
does not controvert the fact that in an-
cient times it was universally admitted
that a visiting brother had the right to
attend the meetings of the local Lodge
when engaged on general Masonic busi-
ness. Whether this is sufficient to consti-
tute a landmark or merely a principle of
common law need not concern us here.
We may well consider Brother Roscoe
Pound’s estimate of Mackey's landmarks
when he says: “The foundation of all
Masonic common law is in Mackey’s ex-
position of the landmarks. We may grant
that not more than one-third of his twen-
ty-five landmarks are to be accepted as
such. Nevertheless he succeeded won-
derfully in putting his finger on the sig-
nificant points in generally accepted Ma-
sonic usage. Everything that has been
done since has been done in the lizht of
his exposition and on more than one
point he said all that was to be said.”
Whether there is a right of visitation or
merely a duty of hospitality, Mackey is
right when he says: “When admission is
refused to a Mason in good standing who
knocks at the door of a Lodge as a visi-
tor, it is to be expected that some good
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and sufficient reason shall be furnished
for this violation of what is, in general,
a Masonic right” In future papers, as
stated above, we hope to consider some
of the reasons which have been advanced
for refusing admission to visitors. At
this time, however, we will simply state
that, whether we accept Mackey’s land-
marks or not, in practice the admission
of visitors who prove themselves to be
in good standing is very seldom denied,
laws to the contrary notwithstanding.

The First Known Artificers

It has been said that he who makes
two blades of grass grow where but one
grew before is a benefactor of mankind.
This is but another way of saying that
the producer benefits not only himself
but others. From one of the old leg-
ends of Masonry written four or five
hundred years ago, we quote the fol-
lowing.

“Before Noah’s flood there was a man
called Lamech, as it is written in the
Bible, in the fourth chapter of Genesis,
and this Lamech had two wives, the one
Adah, and the other named Zillah. By
his first wife, Adah, he got two sons, the
one Jabel and the other Jubal, and by
the other wife he got a son and a
daughter. And these four children
founded the beginning of all the sciences
of the world. The elder son, Jabel,
founded the sciences of geometry, and
he carried flocks of sheep and lambs
into the fields, and first built houses of
stone and wood, as it is noted in the
chapter above named. And his brother,
Jubal, founded the science of music, and
songs of the tongue, harp and the or-
gan. And the third brother, Tubal Cain,
founded smithcraft of gold, silver, cop-
per, iron and steel, and the daughter
founded the art of weaving. And these
children knew well that God would take
vengeance for sin, either by fire or water,
wherefore they wrote the sciences that
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they founded on two pillars, that they
might be found after Noah’s flood. The
one pillar was marble, for that would
not burn with fire; and the other *was
brass, for that would not drown in
water.”

In the book of Genesis, we are told
that Lamech had three sons and one
daughter, and the service which each son
rendered to the world is mentioned.
From tradition we learn that the daugh-
ter, Naamah, discovered the art of weav-
ing. Thus in these children of Lamech
we have mention of the first persans in
the world who rendered service to their
fellows.

Noah is sometimes erroneously said
to be a brother of these four children of
Lamech, probably because his father’s
name was also Lamech. But they were
two very different Lamechs. The father
of Noah was descended from Seth, while
the other Lamech came from the line of
Cain.

Among many Masons Tubal Cain is a
symbol of worldly possessions. His dis-
coveries tend to the increase of such
possessions and to growth in civiliza-
tion. The name of Tubal Cain is usual-
ly associated with the inventors of weap-
ons of warfare and it may be that the
necessity of defending himself was the
first cause of his researches. However,
we must not lose sight of the fact that
to him is ascribed the discovery of the
power of fire and the use of tools by
which man was enabled to till the soil
more effectively and erect dwellings for
his habitations.

“The land which he cultivates and the
house he builds, he appropriates to his
own use, and thus originates the first
idea of property or worldly possessions,
the initial step in man’s progress from
ignorance to knowledge ; from the law of
nature to the law of society. Tubal Cain,
as the inventor of those arts which in-
duced this change in human life, or at
least advanced its progress when once
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begun, was necessarily instrumental in
extending the rights of property, and he
has hence been appropriately adopted by
Masons as the symbol of possessions.”

Brother John T. Lawrence in the Key-
stone says:

“Some have attempted to connect the
invention of Tubal Cain with the fact
that such alters as were erected to Je-
hovah were always built, by command, of
unhewn stone, the suggestion being that
he came of such an impious race that
nothing even remotely derived from any
of its representatives could be used for
a sacred purpose. Whilst not going so
far as this, still it is significant that no
tool of metal found its way into the
Temple precincts, and that the Hebrews
themselves were so ignorant of the
manufacture and use of tools that the
employment of heathen workmen was
necessitated. And coming, as he does,
from the land of darkness, the candidate

for Freemasonry is not allowed to
bring his own metal implements with

him, nor in fact, metal of any kind,
fearing, possibly, the ancestral taint;
but makes his first acquaintance
with such things by the good pleas-
ure and through the medium of the
Worshipful Master.”

Thus in the exclusion of metals we
have the important lessons that the Tem-
ple is the symbol of spiritual and not
worldly possessions and that it is the
internal and not the external qualities
of a man that make him worthy to be
a Mason. )

Brother Shimek in his report of the
Research Committee referred to a Mid-
dle Chamber lecture prepared by Broth-
er Hunt. While this is called a Middle
Chamber lecture, it is in reality an ex-
planation of some of the symbolism of
the regular lecture. It is, however, writ-
ten in such a form that it can occasion-
ally be used in place of the regular lec-
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ture. This lecture has been printed and
will be mailed to any Brother request-
ing it. A post card request sent to C.
C. Hunt, Towa Masonic Library, will
be sufficient.

Reception and Banquet to
Henry R. Kendig

In the last issue of the Bulletin men-
tion was made of the Reception given by
Capital Lodge of Des Moines to Brother
J. M. Griffiths, the oldest Mason in
Towa in point of service as well as the
oldest living past elective officer of
the Grand Lodge of Iowa. It is a re-
markable fact that the second oldest
Mason in Towa in point of service is
also a past elective grand officer of this
Grand Lodge. Brother Henry R. Ken-
dig of Oskaloosa was raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason, Feb-
ruary 1853, just two years later than
Brother Griffiths. Brother Griffiths was
elected Junior Grand Warden in 1861,
while Brother Kendig was elected Sen-
ior Grand Warden in 1871. Brother
Griffiths is 97 years of age and Brother
Kendig 90. On April 30 of this year,
Brother Kendig reached his 90th birth-
day anniversary and the brethren of
Tri-Luminar Lodge at Oskaloosa gave
a Reception and Banquet in his honor.
After the banquet the Worshipful Mast-
er invited him to the East and requested
him to confer the Third Degree, which
he did from beginning to end with re-
markable impressiveness and vigor. It
is not only in Masonic circles thad
Brother Kendig is still active, as from
the Des Moines Register we learn .that
he was a delegate to the recent Repub-
lican County Convention and made one
of the vigorous speeches of the day. He
is still young in spite of his years, and
we trust that the future has still many
happy vears for him.
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Creston Temple Destroyed by Fire
As we go to press we hear that Crest
City Lodge No. 522 of Creston, lost
their fine Temple by fire July 3d. We
have no particulars other than the bare
fact and that nothing was saved ex-
cept the charter and a minute book.

Pamphlets on Masonic Study
and Research

We are indebted to the Research Com-
mittee of the Grand Lodge of Wiscon-
sin for several fine pamphlets on general
subjects concerning Masonic study and
Research. These pamphlets were pre-
pared and published by the Committee
for the use of the brethren of Wiscon-
sin. The introductory number gives des-
criptions of some of the earliest books
on Freemasonry, most of which are now
out of print and yet are so often quoted
by Masonic writers that every Mason
should have some knowledge of them.
This short description is therefore very
valuabie to thosc beginning the study of
Masonic literature. A companion pam-
phlet soon followed treating on the sub-
ject of Masonic literature in two periods,
the first period covering the first half of
the 19th century and the second from
1850 to 1880. A third pamphlet treats of
Masonic literature from 1880 to 1918.

While most of the books described in
the last two pamphlets are accessible to
the student of the present day, he will
find the short review prepared by the
Wisconsin Committee a valuable aid to
the understanding of the books them-
selves. Other pamphlets published by
this Committee are: “The Old Charges”;
“Masonic Jurisprudence”; “Suggestions
For the Study of Freemasonry” and
“The Guilds and Freemasonry”. Each
of these pamphlets gives a number of
references as a guide to those who wish
to go deeper into the subject treated in
that particular pamphlet.

The Wisconsin Committee is certainly
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doing a fine work and we cannot com-
mend them too heartily for the pains-
taking cfforts they are making 1n the
preparation of the articles published in
these pamphlets.

Chariton Lodge No. 63, of Chariton,
Iowa, has sold its three story brick
building for $40,000.00, they retaining the
third floor in which the Masonic Hall is
located. The property was not a paying
proposition for them. The Lodge is in-
vesting $34,000.00 in Registered Liberty
Bonds of the fourth issue. We con-
sider this a wise move as it is a safe
and sound investment, as well as patri-
otic.

The Grand Lodge of lowa has al-
ways taken a deep interest in the sub-
ject of education and the following reso-
lution presented by Louis Block, P. G.
M. of the Jurisprudence Committee and
adopted unanimousiy by the Grand
Lodge is exceedingiy timely.

“WHEREAS, From time immemorial
Masons everywhere have always been
faithful and loyal suporters of our pub-
lic schools, and

WHEREAS, There is now pending be-
fore the Congress of the United States
a bill to create a Department of Educa-
tion commonly called the Smith-Towner
Bill, and

WIIEREAS, The said bill is a non-
partisan measure, the same bill having
been introduced in the Senate by a
Democratic Senator and in the House
by a Republican Representative, now,
therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, That this
Grand Lodge heartily endorses and ap-
proves the project set forth in said bill
and earnestly requests our represénta-
tives in Congress to enact or acopt this
bill or some other legislation that will
carry into effect its purpose, spirit and
intent.”
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THE CLOISTERED HOUR
A Pendant to the Cryptic Rite
F. B. LEYNS, in The New Age

Life follows death as day zuccceds to night.
The sunset holds the promise of the dawn.
Touched with the glory of its goiden glow,
One who had traveled far into its heart
And mystery, gave unto me these things.

Adoniram :

Grand Master, tell me, may the veil be raised?
Give me the secrets and the Master’s Word, -
The crown—the apex—of the ancient rite,
That I may penetrate the wondrous shore
Whose light shines on no earthly land or sea.

The Tyrian:

Thou hast the Great Light. Thou has seen the
“Work.”

Thine own true self is —“Hid with Christ in God.”

Dost thou believe that he who seeks shall find?

And that the Father heeds? Shouldst thou demand,

And, of a sudden, find thy strained sense

Attuned to finer key — the vision given!

A Presence with thee and a hand outstretched

Waking thy dormant powers for such brief

And fleeting moment as thou cculdst endure

In safety; showing thee a mystic sign —

What wouldst thou then? A rugged road awaits—

The Path of “Service.” For this use alone,

That knowledge, which is power, is bestowed.

Adoniram :

Ah, thou hast seen! That vision was thine own!
How didst thou front it? What was then reveales?

The Tyrian:

"Twas but a geometric symbol, framed
In lines of Living Light, yet —incomplete!
As truest wisdom oft, in hints, unfolds.
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Adoniram :
"T'is said the Father speaks no more to man!
That all must travel blindly on by Faith—
May knowledge be attained as thou hast said?
May certainty be attained?

The Tyrian:
Aye! Even so
The Christ hath said through all His faithful priests.
The word of Buddah, Krishna, and The Christ
Is One. The “Stone” of all philosophy
Is “Petros” or “Perception.” Once attained,
It is the touch alchemic which transmutes
The dross of life to stores of mystic gold.
Upon this rock the Master built his church.

The unity that in all forms of Truth

Inheres, where does it stop? Does dust of years,
Despite advancing knowledge, cloud the Flame
That once burned in the bush? Do none now hear
The Voice, and haste to answer — “Here am 1?”
Knowledge and certainty may be attained,

Yet without Faith, thou canét not forward go.

1f thou wouldst have the Master’'s Word, then seek
Thine inner self. Pray thou in secret hours.
Ponder the meaning of the Mystic Rose

Upon the Cross, girt with its karmic thorn.
Keep watch. Keep watch again, and yet "again.
Make thine alarm! Thine hour abide. Await
Before His portal, for His answer sure.

Think not, Companion, these are idle words.
Once having touched a finger to its hem,

The Seamless Robe is known. He who has seen
The lifting of the veil, through all the world
Should say: “A figment, and a phantom false!”
Belike, the best opinion of the world

Most lightly would esteem against the Truth
That in his consciousness was surely known,

In such wise are the souls of seers evolved.

This, is the wisdom of the Cloistered Hour.
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Presidents of the United States

Since the nominees for president of
the two leading parties are both from
the state of Ohio it is practically certain
that the next president of the United
States will be from that state. Of the
twenty-seven presidents, five, Harrison,
(William H.), Hayes, Garfield, McKin-
ley and Taft were elected from Ohio;
five, Van Buren, Fillmore, Arthur, Cleve-
land and Roosevelt from New York;
five, Washington, Jefferson, Madison,
Monroe and Tyler from Virginia. Ten-
nessee has furnished three, Jackson,
Polk, and Johnson; Massachusetts two,
.John and John Quincy Adams; Illinois,
two, Lincoln and Grant. Louisiana,
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Indiana
and New Jersey have each furnished
one, namely: Taylor, Pierce, Buchanan,
Harrison (Benj.) and Wilson respec-
tively.

Ohio is also prominent as the birth-
place of presidents, though in that re-
spect Virginia takes the lead. Washing-
ton, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Harri-
son (Wm. H.), Tyler, Taylor and Wil-
son were born in Virginia ; Grant, Hayes,
Garfield, Harrison (Benj.), McKinley
and Taft in Ohio; Van Buren, Fillmore
and Roosevelt in New York; Jackson,
Polk and Johnson in North Carolina;
John and John Quincy Adams in Massa-
chusetts; Pierce in New Hampshire;
Buchanan in Pennsylvania; Cleveland
in New Jersey; Lincoln in Kentucky and
Arthur in Vermont.

The oldest at the time of his inaugu-
ration was James Buchanan, 66; and the
youngest, Theodore Roosevelt, 43. Listed
in the order of their ages at the time
of inauguration they would appear as
follows:

Name Age
James Buchanan..................... 56
Zachary Taylor ..................... 65
John Adams ....................._.. 62
Andrew Jackson ....................62
James Monroe ...................... 59
Thomas Jefferson ................... S8
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James Madison .................... -58
John Quincy Adams ................. 58
Wm. H. Harrison ................... 58
George Washington ................. 57
Andrew Johnson ..............._... 57
Benjamin Harrison ................. 56
Woodrow Wilson ................... 56
Martin Van Buren................... 55
R.B. Hayes ........................ 54
William McKinley .................. 54
Abraham Lincoln .................._ 52
John Tyler ......................... 51
Chester A. Arthur .................. 51
William H. Taft ............_....... 51
James K. Polk ...................... 50
Millard Fillmore .................... 50
Franklin Pierce .................... 49
James A. Garfield ......._........... 49
Grover Cleveland ................... 48
U S . Grant .....ooooviiin .. 47
Theodore Roosevelt ................. 43

The oldest at the time of his death
was John Adams, 90, the youngest
James A. Garfield, 49. In this respect
they would appear in the following or-
der:

Name Age
John Adams ........................ 90
James Madison ..................... 85
Thomas Jefferson ................... 83
JQ Adams ....................... -80
Martin Van Buren.................. 79
Andrew Jackson .................... 78
James Buchanan .................... 77
Millard Fillmore .._................. 74
James Monroe ...................... 73
John Tyler ........... .. oL, 72
Grover Cleveland .................. 71
R. B. Hayes ...........c.ooviviini. 70
Wm. H. Harrison .................. 68
George Washington ................. 67
Benjamin Harrison ................. 67
Andrew Johnson .._................. 66
Zachary Taylor ..................... 65
Franklin Pierce ..................... 64
U.S.Grant ............ooeeiinn... 63
Theodore Roosevelt .._.............. 60
Wm. McKinley ..................... 58
Abraham Lincoln ................... 56
Chester A. Arthur .................. 56
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James K. Polk..................... _53
James A. Garfield ................... 49

The Landmarks of Freemasonry

By Jos. L. Carson in Virginia Masonic Journal

So much has been written about the
landmarks of Freemasonry, it would ap-
pear to many there was littl. left to
write about on this subject. If I state
at once I differ with most authorities as
to their number and significance, such a
statement may surprise you irto the con-
sideration of the matter again, for to
my reading of this important subject
there are but three landmarks, all the
others being subdivisions, arbitrarily ar-
ranged by the various grand jurisdic-
tions from time to t‘me during the past
two hundred years, and varying in both
phraseology and intent.

When the government opens up for
the first time to the public a new ter-
ritory, it places at the limits of its
boundaries landmarks, or designates cer-
tain dominating features of the country
such as a mountain peak, bluff or river
as an unalterable, immovable landmark.
As this territory is taken up these land-
marks become fixed points from which
the surveyor may lay his lines while
marking out the limits of the townships
and boundaries of the farms, whose ac-
cupants build fences and set up markers
to determine their several holdings.

Such markers are not landmarks, but
simply fixed limits which indicate own-
ership inside the government landmarks.
Just the same way a township measures
off its lots, and the farmer fences in his
fields inside the boundaries of their allot-
ments.

The township or farmer may, by pur-
chase or barter, alter at will any of their
markers and so change the extent or
conformation of their allotment, but un-
der no circumstances can they alter or
change the original landmark as fixed
by the government.

The Great and Unalterable Landmarks
of Freemasonry, and to my mind the
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only unalterable landmarks, as fixed by
the Grand Geometrician of the Universe,
are:

The Fatherhood of God.

The Brotherhood of Man.

The Immortality of the Soul.

All the others are regulations which
the various grand jurisdictions of the
world designate as landmarks, and are
simply markers, fixed at one time or an-
other inside there unalterable landmarks,
a:-d subject to change as the grand juris-
dictions may deem expedient in their
wisdom or otherwise, just as the bound-
aries of the township or farms might
be changed inside the government land--
marks.

If we examine carefully any cet of so-
called “Landmarks of Freemasonry” we
find they will arrange themselves under
these three great heads, although some
of the landmarks as laid down by sev-
eral Masonic jurisdictions vary as widely
as the ritual itself, which is designated a
landmark by some jurisdictions.

Take, for example, the so-called “land-
mark of physical perfection.” We find
it has variations as wide as the Gulf of
Mexico, on which rulings have been
made by the different grand bodies, some
as narrow as the back of a knife. The
obligations “as she is spoke” are recog-
nized as landmarks. What made them
so? When were they changed from the
form in which they appear in the “orig-
inal design” and by whom?

The Harlan Manuscript
says:

“There is severall words and signs of
a free Mason to be revailed to yu wch
as you will ans: before God at the great
and terrible day of Judgmt yu keep se-
crett & not to revail the same to any in
the heares of any pson but to B:rs and
felows of the said society of free Ma-
sons so help me God.”

The Dumfries MSS. No. 3 says:

“Then after the oath taken and the
Book kissed.”

In none of the ancient obligations or

1627-1699,
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oaths, as they called them, do we find a
peralty for non-fullfiliment.

The Harlcian MSS. further gives us
this as follows, the oath:

“I: A: B: Doe in the presence of
Almighty God & my fellowes and Brth-
ren here present promise and declare that
I will not at any time, hereafter, by any
Act, or Curcumstance whatsoever, Di-
rectly or Indirectly, publish, discover, re-
veale, or make knowne any of the se-
crets, privilidges or Counsells of the
ffraternity or fellowship of free mason-
ry, which shall at this time, or "any
time hereafter shall bee made knowne
unto mee, so help mee God & the holy
contents of this booke.”

The Harris MSS No. 1 (second half
of seventeenth century) that “After the
oath taken and the Book kist.”

The Harris MSS. also gives us this
oath:

“These charges wch wee now release
to you, and all the charges, secrets and
mysteries belonging to Free-masonry,
you will faithfully -and truly keep to-
gether with the Council of this Lodge or
Chamber. You shall not for any gift,
Bribe, or Reward, favour in affection,
directly or Indirectly, for any Cause
whatsoever divulge or disclose to either
Father or Mother, Sister or Brother,
Wife, Child friend, Relation or Strang-
er, or any person whatsoever. So help
your Holy-doom and the contents of this
Book.” which the York MSS. says was
the “Holy Scripture.”

The Buchanan MSS. gives us “These
charges that you have received shall well
and truly Keepe, not disclosing the se-
crecy of our Lodge to man, woman nor
child: stick or stone, thing movable or
immovable: So God you helpe and his
holy Doome. Amen.”

An the Thistle Lodge MSS. of 1756

finishes with “We bind ourselves to all

the above artikles, as on the substins of
which cannot be written, but as written
in the hart.”
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The Beaumont MSS. of 1690 tells
“The mannor of taking on Oath att the
making of free Masons. Then one of the
elders holds out a book, and he or them
shall place his or their hands upon it and
the following precepts shall be read.”
Some manuscripts are explicit in stating
that it is the right hand.

The landmark of the age limit, as far
back as the second half of the seven-
teenth century, is defined in that Grand
Lodge MSS. No. 2: That no p’son shall
be accepted a free Mason except he be one
and twenty years old or more,” and the
same manuscript recites “That no p’son
of what degree soever be accepted a ffree
Mason unless he shall have a Lodge of
five ffree Masons att ye least, whereof
one shall be a Master or Warden of that

. Llimit or division, wherein such Lodge

be kept, and another of the trade of
freemasonry,” while the opening prayer
ran thus: “That sae long as the sun
rysteth in the East and setteth in the
West, we should wish the blessing of
God to attend us in all our ways and
actions.”

The oldest phrase in our ceremonies,
reading back to the Regius Mss. of 1390,
is “So mote it be.”

Thus we find all the way down the
ages we have been changing our land-
marks with the times. What was held
to be unalterable in the seventeenth cen-
tury is lost to us today, and some of the
landmarks of today were unknown less
than a hundred years ago, which could
not be if they were unalterable, for
“Cursed is he that removeth his neigh-
bour’s landmark.” No, our so-called
landmarks are simply Grand Lodge regu-
lations, subject to change, as all things
sublunary are, and must be, except the
Three Great Landmarks—the Father-
hood of God, the Brotherhood of man,
and the Immortality of the Soul.
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(The Way of the U&er Gate

Then brought he me out of the way of the gate
northward, and led me about the way without unto
the utter gate by the way that locketh eastward.

Ezekiel, xlvis, 2.

Oh for the way of the utter gate
That fronts to the east for me;
The gate that looks to the rising sun,
Whose 'vision is over the sea!
The gate that is made for a man’s delight
As he stands to face the sun
And sees it come through the drifting night
When the stars and moon have gone:
The good, green gate of living hope,
And the fresh beginning of things,
That always stands to the east wide ope,
The gate where the skylark sings.

The wind blows bleak from the way of the north,
And keen from the way of the west,
And the air is calm where the south goes forth,
And the gate of the east is best.
For there is the post of the sun’s first ray,
And there that fresh, sweet breeze
That smells of the salt and the foam and spray
And sings of the far-off seas:
The bright, glad gate that swings aside
To the morning in its flush,
And welcomes the wind of the rising tide
And is sweet with the early hush.
—Baltimore Sun.
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Rules of Life

Frem “Voice of Masonry”
December 1859

To be the thing we seem

To do the thing we deem
Enjoined by duty;

To walk in faith, nor dream

Of questioning God’s scheme
Of truth and beauty.

Casting self-love aside,
Discarding human pride,
Our hearts to measure;
In humble hope to hide
Each change of fortune’s tide,
At God’s good pleasure.

To trust although deéeived;

Tell truth, though not believed;
Falsehood disdaining;

Patient of ills received,

To pardon when aggrieved;
Passion restraining.

With love no wrong can chill;
To save, unwearied still,
The weak from falling;
This is to do God’s will
On earth and to fulfill
Our heavenly calling.
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2 THE SCIENCE OF FREEMASONRY
By ROBERT D. GRAHAM, President, International Association

of Masonic Students
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Friends and Brothers

-

The idea which a Freemason holds in regard to the G. A. O. T. U. will shape
and mould his life amongst men. The second great teaching of Freemasonry
is dependent upon and flows out of the first of her doctrines. Any brother who
has the truth regarding God clearly in his mind (and this is the very founda-
tion of Masonic teaching), as a necessary result, has the truth regarding his
relations to his fellow man:

First: The Fatherhood of God.

Second: The Brotherhood of Man.

These are the two great foundation truths upon which Freemasonry stands to-
day. The seocnd of these truths is the one to which we are now drawing your
attention,

“The Freemason should find in every Lodge a home and in every Mason a
brother,” but a man to have friends must show himself friendly because the
I.odge usually sends back to us exactly the kind of thing we give to it. The
Lodge is a good deal like a mirror in this respect—whatever is in front of the
mirror is the thing reflected back. I will admit that freak mirrors are in exist-
ence that show all kinds of curious faces, and no matter what is in front of them,
it will be distorted and made to appear ridiculous. There are exceptional Lodges
where the truths of Freemasonry are distorted, but the great overwhelming pro-
portion of our bodies of men are trying to show forth the Spirit and Teaching of
Freemasonry. Of this there is no question.




October, 1020
68 QUARTERLY BUI:LETIN c gol.r oz

The “Body of Freemasonry” will in the end always assert itself and the
exceptional Lodge will be made to conform to the usages and customs of the
Craft or it will lose its charter and cease to exist. This “Body of Freemasonry”
might be likened to the “conscience of Freemasonry” and this is ever working
towards that which is right. This thought will be of great help to you when in-
dividual cases will come into your own experience that exhibit the ‘“human
equation” all too emphatically. The instances of derilection are the exception
and far, very far from being the rule. Allow me to draw attention to the source
of unity in Freemasonry. This has been found to consist of a mental and spivit-
ual affinity. Men with the same mental make up and the same spiritual trend
have been brought together. This mental and spiritual condition harmonizes per-
fectly with the teachings of Freemasonry and thus is formed a great organiza-
tion that cannot be otherwise thun permanent.

It is because of this fact that men of every race and every creed, from
every land and in all times can meet as brothers around a Masonic Altar. it is
because of this fact that Freemasonry looks upon the internal and not the ex-
ternal in man and from this truth the platform is secured upon which men can
stand and proclaim the doctrine of the Brotherhood of Man. But, you say,
there are outlaws whose doctrines and practices are selfish to the core. That is
a fact and those who practice such have not the Masonic instinct and 1t is to.
keep all such out of the Craft that the black ball has been placed in your hand,
as a weapon of defense.

As a Craft, the only weapon we possess, is one for defense and when occa-
sion arises, do not hesitate to use it—why? because no man should be admitted
to a Freemasons’ Lodge with whom you cannot go upon the “Five Points of
Fellowship,” for when you have done this with a man, you have opened up an
avenue of approach to your inner life that should ever be kept closed tight
against the unscrupulous and selfish. That doctrine is unmasonic which seeks to.
shake the faith of any Mason in his God or his brother Mason. Therefore be sure
that only those are admitted to the membership in whom you can place implicit
trust. You will be brought into contact with the very best of men in your
Masonic association and this is so because none but the hest are permitted to.
pass that way. Who out of this splendid body of men are to be your special
friends? There is a vast difference between having acquaintances and having
friends. I know several communities where it is claimed that you could live in
them for twenty-five years and have a thousand acquaintances and not a real
friend in the bunch. A Mason whom I knew lived in such a community for fifteen.
years, doing business and taking part in the usual social activities with the-
inhabitants. His attention was drawn to the above difference and it made him
think. He had a good business, a fair balance at the bank, a nice home and a
fine family and he thought he had a lot of friends. One day he decided upon
an acid test and started out with the story that he had met with reverses—made
a few bad investmens and so forth, and wondered if his friends would help-
him in his hour of need. Man after man that he met was sorry for him, but
nothing doing. The longer he kept trying, the colder and colder grew the recep-
tion that he would receive (it is strange how fast the story of a man’s misfor-
tune spreads). He finally did meet one man who was willing to help him a .
little. His eyes were opened, he had nothing but speaking acquaintances. It is.
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needless to say that it was his turn to move, which he did. You say that no
matter where he would travel that particular man would find the same condi-
tions. No! that is not necessarily so. “Birds of a feather flock together” and
when a town is started along a certain line, those of kindred spirit flock
thither, and when one of a different spirit moves into that town, well he had bet-
ter make another move.

That is the reason we are pleading with you to keep those of an un-
masonic instinct out of the membership—it will be better for them and for the
Craft. They will be like a sore thumb, always in the way. Say! did you ever see
any sore thumbs in a Lodge of Freemasons? I have, and the usually are sore
heads as well, but you are admonished once more, ever to keep in mind the
Trowel and the Cement of Brotherly Love and who best can work and best agree
Your regular attendance at the meetings will bring you into contact with the
“standbys.” The stories they tell, their language, their manner, their personality
will soon be forced upon you. Remember that “cut of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh,” and when you leave the presence of any man and feel
that you have been in the sewer of life for a season, because of having been with
him, that is a sure sign that you will have to look further.

It will not be long, however, before you foregather with a kindred spirit,
and when you do, bind him to your heart with “hoops of steel.” There is noth-
ing in all human experience like that of true friendship and brotherhood, and
when the sun shines bright in your life and success comes to you, discriminate
clearly between acquaintances and friends. When difficulties arise and mis-
understandings come, then will also come the testing. The more you seek to do
for men and the more unselfish you act, by just that much more bitter will be the
attack upon you. Do not weaken. Keep your eye upon God, and in the up-
heavals of life—the great crises of your existence—when it will seem as if
everything has gone wrong, the heavens even darkened and your soul rent with
agony, it will then be the sweetest thing in all life to you to find your friend and
brother Mason at your side, step by step, going with you down into the deep,
dark shadows—by a word here and pressure of the hand there and a kindly lift
vonder—just to assure you of his presence. Then you will know what true
friendship means, and when you have such a friend, it will be because you
have been such a friend yourself.

There are many experiences in life where financial considerations do not
enter and money matters are not involved—in fact the utilities or necessaries of
life are really a secondary cousideration to the true man because that man will
look out for these things as a matter of course. It is to the things of mind
and spirit that Freemasonry especially points and here is where true brotherhood
exists. The Great Teacher of Galilee gaw® special directions in regard to the
things that perish with the using and we are dealing now with imperishable
things.

Who has not stood alone in the presence of his dead and felt his utter
helplessness and lonesomeness. Everything that human skill could think of
has been done—all that love could prompt has been put forth, and yet, the hand
of death could not be stayed and oh, the deep sorrow of the aching heart.
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When you find your brother Mason at your side in such an hour, you thank
God for Freemasonry. Aye! my brother and the day will come for you when
you too will be called upon to go ‘“down into the valley of the shadow of death.”
God, in His Infinite wisdom, has so decreed that the departing soul seems to
look forward without dread.

0 QUARTERLY BULLETIN

You were early taught in Freemasonry to “fear no danger,” and as thick
darkness comes over you and the clouds of time hang low upon you; as your eyes
grow dim to the things of time and sense, there will be a joy unspeakable fill
your soul as your consciousness registers the fact that your brother Masons
have come down with you to the edge of the River of Death. They may hear
the ripple of the waters thereof and with straining eyes seek to pierce the dim
distance, and with ears attuned, try to catch the melody of the songs of Heaven,
but you must put out alone. They have gone the limit; they have been faithful
unto death and your dimming eyes will grow accustomed to a new life—the life
beyond the grave—where some of those you knew on earth have already gone and

my brother may it be your portion to find a warm welcome when you enter
the Celestial Lodge above. Therefore, make friends out of those that you de-
sire to have as friends in Eternity and ever be a friend to such yourself.
Brotherhood being based upon mind and spirit, and these being Immortal and

Eternal, the great truths of Immortality and the Continuity of Life are a neces-
sary compliment to those already referred to. Go then, my friend and brother,
and may your prayer be like unto that of the poet, when he said:

“Since it has been my very joy to find

At every turning of the road

The strong arm of a comrade, kind,

To help me onward with my load;

And since I have no gold to give,

And love alone must make amends,

My only prayer is, while I live,

God make me worthy of my friends.”

.Prof F. D. Stoops, head of the de-
partment of philosophy at Grinnell col-
lege, was the speaker at the first fall
meeting of the Masonic Study club of
Davenpart, held last evening. A large
attendance of members greeted the vis-
itor, whose masterly treatment of Ma-
sonic research work proved to be of
great interest to the local members.

Arrangements have been made to
have Prof. Stoops as speaker at the Oc-
tober meeting of the club, to be held
October 19. His subject will be “The
Third Degree.” The club members plan
to have the Grinnell college instructor ap-

pear as leader at each of the monthly
meetings this winter.

On invitation the members of Western'
Star Lodge No. 100 of Clinton went to
Maywood, near Chicago, September 6th
and conferred the Third degree for the
lodge at that place. About 100 Clinton
Masons were present and a special car
was chartered for the occasion. It was
said that the occasion attracted the larg-
est meeting that had ever been held in
the Maywood lodge hall and many con-
gratulations on the excellence of the
work were extended to the Clinton
Erethren.
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g CORNER STONES ’ ¢
By C. C. Hunt
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Among primitive people a peculiar
sacredness attached to corners, whether
of fields, of cities, of fortifications or of
buildings. The evidence of this in refer-
ence to buildings is very plentiful in all
parts of the world. We find it in the
legendary history of all countries and
also in the deposits found under the
foundations or cornerstones of all kinds
of structures. In the case of fields,
we also see it in some of the ancient
laws, as for instance that of the He-
brews. “When ye reap the harvest of
your land, thou shalt not make clean rid-
dance of the corners of thy field when
thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather
any gleaning of thy harvest; thou shalt
leave them unto the poor, and to the
stranger; I am the Lord your God.”
Lv. XIX 9 and XXIII 22. The corner
was sacred to Jehovah. Therefore that
which grew in it must be left for the
poor.

The sacredness attached to corners is
also seen in the command. “Ye shall
not round the corners of your heads,
neither shalt thou mar the corners of
thy beard.” Lv. XIX 27. Herodotus
says the Arabs sacrificed the corners of
their hair to their God.

In the case of buildings, the custom of
laying the foundation or corner stones
with impressive ceremonies and placing
deposits thereunder has accumulated a
wealth of material which excavations
among ancient ‘ruins has brought to
light. It has been well said that customs
remain, but the motives for them change.
It has also been said that Truth is im-
mortal while Error perishes. The cus-
tom of laying corner stones has per-
sisted through the ages, but the reasons
assigned for that custom have changed.
Yet through all these ages there has been

an element of truth in every reason as-
signed, and the study of the old cere-
monies and their motives may throw some
light on the symbolism of the present
day ceremony.

A very common belief among primi-
tive people is that the earth is possessed
with a spirit called the Earth Spirit or
Earth Goddess, and this is the origin of
our present day expression “Mother
Earth.,” It was thought that when the
earth was broken to lay the foundation
of a new building, this spirit must be
propitiated or the building would not
stand. “O Spirit of Earth remember”
was a common invocation to her. She
must also be reconciled to bearing the
additional load which the new building
would impose upon her. Therefore the
building itself must be animated with a
congenial spirit.  Otherwise demons
would take possession and the structure
would crumble to pieces. The thought -
of demons taking possession of an empty
house is illustrated in Christ’s parable of
the man out of whom the unclean spirit
had been cast, but no good spirit having
entered in his place, the unclean spirit re-
turned with seven others more wicked
than himself, reoccupied the dwelling
out of which he was cast, and the last
state of that man was worse than the
first. The belief that every place is
the home of some spirit survives today
in such expressions as “the spirit of the
forest, ‘“the spirit of the ocean,” “the
spirit of the mountain.” We speak of
the spirit of a church, of a home, of a
city, of a college, etc. To the ancient
mind every place was occupied by some
spirit, either friendly or unfriendly. The
friendly spirit would hold the walls of.a
building -together, but the unfriendly
would tear them down. In order to ap-
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‘pease Mother Earth, therefore, and pre-
vent the entrance of demrons into the
structure, some appropriate sacrifice must
be offered. At first this sacrifice was of a
human being; the foundations must be
laid in blood and it was thought that
the spirit of the victim entered into and
animated the new building, his or her
blood binding the walls together. Let
us cite. a few instances of these grim
rites. For instance in Palestine, Ma-
calister in his Bible Side Lights, says
that at Gezer the skeleton of a woman
was found built into the walls of a
house at the corner, and that there are
frequent instances of the skeletons of
children found under corners. Vessels
containing food and also -lamps were
sometimes found with these victims.
Later after the sacrifices were omitted,
the vessels and lamps continued to be
buried, the latter being used as deposits
in the place of the victim. In modern
times, Brother J. L. Carson, gives the
following instarices of a similar sacri-
fice:

“In Polynesia, the center pillar of the
Temple of Maerva was planted in the
body of a human victim.

“In Siam, the gates of the cities were
erected on posts under which four or
eight persons were buried alive, their
spirits being supposed to act as guardian
angels.

“In Burma we read that the city
gates of Mandalay were also swung on
posts erected on a living child.

“Four persons were buried alive in
the foundations of the walls of Sandel,
and one at Granderkesse.

“A babe was buried in the foundation
of the Church of Blex, in Oldenburg,
and under the corner-stone of the ofd
Church of Brounsover, near Rugby,
England, two skeletons were found.

When Hiel, the Bethelite, built Jeri-
cho, we are told, “le laid the founda-
tion thereof in Abiram, his first born,
and set up the gates thereof in his
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yourgest son, Segub.” 1 Kings., XVI
34,

This custom is alluded to by Shakes-
peare in Henry VI:
“Look here, I throw my infamy at thee;
I will not ruinate my father’s house,
Who gave his blood to lime the stones
together,

And set up Lancaster.”

Also in King John, IV-2:

“There is no sure foundation set on
blood,

No certain life achieved by other’s
death.”

Later in King John IV-3 the King's
nephew as he leaps from the castle walls
exclaims: “O me! my uncle’s spirit is
in these stones.”

Lewis D. Burdick in “Foundation
Rites” says: “Christ was the lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.
Christ was the cornerstone and the
apostles the foundation stones of the
Church. An old hymn for the dedication
of a church says:

“‘Christ is made the sure foundation
And the precious corner stone,
Who the twofold walls uniting,
Binds them closely into one.”

“Behold I lay in Zion for a founda-
tion a stone, a tried stone, a precious
corner stone, a sure foundation.” Is.
XXVIII 16.

“Ye also as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.” I Pet. II, 5.

“For other foundation can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
I Cor. III, 11,

“Ye are of the household of God; and
are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner stone; in
whom all the building fitly framed to-
gether groweth unto an holy temple in
the Lord; in whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.” Eph. I1. 19-22.
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Paul, the Apostle, said, we are “the
ministers of the new testament; not of
the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter
killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” There-
fore as man became more enlightened,
he realized that the literal sacrifice of
a human life was unnecessary, but that
it could be symbolized by a substitute.
At first domestic animals, enobled by
contact with man were substituted for
the human victim and still later the
fruit of the earth was substituted for
the animal. A Hindoo writer says that

when the human victim was slain, the °

sacrificial essence went out of him and
entered into an animal; when the ani-
mal was slain, it went out of the animal
and entered into the earth. They
searched for it by digging and found it
in the rice and barley which grew out
of the earth. And so we have the
analogy of the corn, wine and oil which
is poured upon the stone in our modern
ceremony.

Other substitutes for the human sacri-
fice were the names of the builders,
written upon various substances, and
written documents showing the spirit
of the time in which the building was
erected. George A. Barton says:
“Among the Babylonians and Assyrians
it took the form of making a deposit of
inscriptions and images under the corner
or corners of a temple, palace, or tower.
The inscriptions were, in the Assyrian
and Neo-Babylonian periods, usually in
the form of hexagonal, octagonal, or
decagonal cylinders, or cylinders in the
form of barrels. Many of the chronicles
of the Babylonian and Assyrian kings
were prepared and deposited in little re-
ceptacles of masonry at the corners of
walls. At Telloh, de Sarzec found
similar receptacles which contained
bronze statuetts of human figures, both
male and female, and of animals. The
making of these deposits was probably,
as in Egypt, accompanied by sacrifice.
Thus Sargon of Assyria says: ‘To the
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brick-god, the lord of brick foundations,
and to the chief architect, Bel, I offered
a sacrificial lamb. I poured a libation,
I raised the lifting up of hands."”

In Egypt foundation deposits have
been found in several places. They
usually consisted of “Plaques of copper
or stone on which the name of the build-
er was inscribed together with models of
the tools and materials which were used
in the construction. In some places bones
of animals offered in sacrifice were also
found. '

In the olden time when a ship was
launched the neck of a human victim
was broken across the bow to give a
spirit and life to the ship and insure its
safety. Today a bottle of wine takes the
place of the human victim, but the sym-
bolism is the same. ..

In the belief of the ancient that every
place was the abode of some spirit, good
or bad, we see represented the fact
that there is no place which does not
have its influence on the people who
come in contact with it. It may be as-
sociated in their minds with thoughts of
a noble purpose, a lofty self-denial, a
loving sacrifice. As they thus think of
it their own souls will be enobled and
strengthened, and their own character
will be developed and built up. It is
therefore important that all public build-
ings should be associated in the public
mind with such a purpose. The cere-
mony of laying a corner stone tends to
produce this result, We of today, rec-
ognize the fact that the spirit of a place
is the spirit of those most prominent in
it. Not the literal slaying of a human
victim, but the giving of ones self in
loving service to a noble cause is the
sacrifice which today spiritualizes the
work of the builder. In laying the cor-
ner stone of a public building we sym-
bolize the fact that such a building
should be devoted to the welfare of the
public. The material edifice is but the
type of a well developed public character.
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The names of the officers of the associa-
tion, society, or organization which built
the structure are usually placed on one
side of the corner stone. This symbolizes
the fact that they have sacrificed of their
time and energy, a part of their life,
that the building might be erected in
accordance with the plans of the organ-
ization of which they are the officers.

The objects deposited in the corner
stone vary with the nature of the build-
ing to be erected, but in every case they
symbolize the spirit of the builders and
of the time in which they live, and that
this spirit should live as long as the
building lasts.

Corner Stone—Its Symbolism
Reprinted from Quarterly Bulletin, July’ 13

There is an important ceremony in the
ritual of the first degree of Freemasonry,
emphatically referring to the northeast
corner of the Lodge.

In this ceremony the candidate be- .

comes the representative of a spiritual
cornerstone and, hence, to thoroughly
understand the true meaning of the
emblematic ceremonial, it is essential
that the student of our art should inves-
tigate the symbolism of the cornerstone.

The cornerstone Webster defines as
“the stone which lies at the corner of
two walls and unites them; the princi-
pal stone, and especially the stone which
forms the foundation” on which the en-
tire building is supposed to rest, and is,
of course, the most important stone in
the whole edifice. It is laid with im-
pressive ceremonies and the event is
viewed by the workmen as an important
era in the construction of the building.

To the various properties that are
necessary to constitute a true corner
stone, its firmness and durability, its per-
fect form and its peculiar position as the
connecting link between the walls, must
be attributed the important character it
has assumed in the language of symbol-
ism.
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Freemasonry, which alone of all ex-

isting institutions, has preserved this
ancient and universal language, could
not, as may well be supposed, have neg-
lected to adopt the cornerstone among
its most cherished and impressive sym-
bols, and hence it has referred to it many
of its most significant lessons of moral-
ity and truth.

The difference between Operative and
Speculative Masonry is simply this:
That while the former was engaged in
the construction of a material Temple
formed, it is true, of the most magni-
ficent materials which the quarries of
Palestine, the mountains of Lebanon and
the golden shores of Ophir could contri-
bute—the latter occupies itself in the
erection of a spiritual house, a house not
made with hands, in which for cedar,
gold and precious stones, are substituted
the virtues of the heart the pure emo-
tions of the soul, the warm affections
gushing forth from the hidden fountains
of the spirit, so that the very presence
of Jehovah, our Father and our God,
shall be enshrined within us as his
Shekinah was in the Holy of Holies of
the material Temple of Jerusulem.

The Speculative Mason, then, if he
rightly comprehends the scope and de-
sign of his profession, is occupied from
his very first admission into the frater-
nity until the close of his labors and his
life, in the construction, the adornment
and the completion of this spiritual tem-
ple of his body. He lays its foundations
in a firm belief and an unshaken confi-
dence in the wisdom, power and good-
ness of God.

This is his first and upright step.

Unless his trust is in God, he can ad-
vance no farther than the threshold of
initiation.

Thus fortified he prepares his mater-
ials with the guage and gavel of Truth,
raises the walls by the plumb-line of
Rectitude, squares his work with the,
Square of Virtue, and unites the whole
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with the cement of Brotherly Love, thus
skillfully erecting the living edifice of
thoughts, words and deeds, in accord-
ance with the designs laid down by the
great book of revelation.

The aspirant for Masonic Light, the
Neophyte, on his first entrance within the
Masonic portals, prepares himself for
this consecrated labor of erecting within
his own bosom a fit dwelling place for
the Divine Spirit, and thus commences
the noble work by becoming himself a
cormerstone on which this edifice is to be
erected.

Here, then, is the beginning of the
symbolism of the cornerstone; and it is
singularly curious to observe how every
portion of the archeype has been made
to perform its appropriate duty in the
roughly carrying out of the emblematic
allusion.

This symbolic reference of the corner-
stone of a material edifice to a Mason
when, at his initiation, he commences
the intellectual task of erecting a sprit-
ual temple in his heart, is beautifully
sustained in the allusion to all the vari-
ous parts and qualities which are to be
found in a “well tried, true and trusty”
cornerstone, which the Prophet Isaiah
thus alludes to in Chapter 28:

“Behold I lay in Zion for a founda-
tion, a stone, a tried stone, a precious
cornerstone a sure foundation.”

Why Do Freemasons Lay the Cor
ner Stones of Public Buildings?

Extracts from an article in The Keystone of
July 25, 1874 and 1906

“Because it is non sectarian in its
character. It does not prescribe the
manner in which God shall be worshipped
by his followers. In the Masonic Order
there are adherents of every sect and
members of every church, and Freema-
sonry urges each to be steadfast to the
faith of his acceptance. This being the
case it is more truly representative than
any other.
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The appropriateness of the Order as
the one above all others to perform such
a service, arises from the fact that the
ritualistic forms and ceremonies of Ma-
sonry are built upon, and are symbolical
of, the Builder’s art; and it is an un-
doubted fact that in the infancy of the
Order, away back in the shadowy past,
the Plumb, Square and Level were im-
plements which they used in their daily
vocations; that in the dark ages the
Craft were banded together for mutual
strength, the diffusion among them-
selves of a proper knowledge of their
art, and the practice of those pure prin-
ciples of unalloyed friendship and char-
ity which have characterized it through-
out its existence; that their lives were
devoted to the embellishment of the
world with structures which are still
extant, and the ruins of which are scat-
tered throughout the ancient world.
This is the feature of the Order which
pre-eminently fits it for the performance
of the ceremonies incident to the laying
of the corner stones of public buildings.

The Fraternity retained this character
until about the middle of the sixteenth
century, when its high tone attracted
the attention of many good, true and
great men. of all countries. conditions.
sects, and professions. These men be-
gan to knock at its doors for admission
and a gradual change was wrought in
the Order. From an organization of °
operative Masons, it became an Order
devoted to speculative, allegorical sci-
ence—the forms and rites, ritualistic
ceremonies symbolical of the arts prac-
tised by their ancient Brethren, and also
of the great moral truths they sought
to impress upon their disciples. The Fra-
ternity has so continued until the pres-
ent time and to sum up we would say
that the Order is entitled to pre-emi-
nence because it is founded upon the
soundest moral priciples, and the les-
sons taught by it are of the purest and
most enobling character. Its belief in
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he existence of God is as abiding as the
everlasting rock. The belief in the exis-
ence of a future state of blessedness and
the resurrecton of the soul as thorough-
ly taught as by any other body. These
tenets entitle it as a body qualified by
moral worth. As an Order it is the
custodian of the arts, legends, and tra-
ditions of the ancient builders, who
reared those magnificent structures which
awe the beholder today. This qualifies
them as to capability in the peculiar
province of builders. Their ritualistic
forms and ceremonies are more beauti-
ful and impressive upon such occasions
than the ceremonies of any other organ-
ization, being as they are the crystalliza-
tions of the thoughts of centuries. Their
unsectarian nature entitles them to it.
They are more representative than any
other body or organization. Their ap-
pearance upon such an occasion would
arouse less of envious passion or sectar-
ian jealousy than would any other or-
ganization which could be selected.”

“It is because the employment of the
rites of speculative Freemasonry is pe-
culiarly appropriate, for, in good taste
and with symbolic forms it executes the
material functions of master and scien-
tific builders; applies the plumb, square
and level to the stone, and pronounces it
well formed, true and trusty; and this
is a beautiful appropriation of this part
of the ceremony to the only body to
which it properly belongs because the
fraternity has not only .laid the corner
stones of all the important structures
of earth but has actually built them, and
it is eminently fitting that they should
be invited to perform such service.

Brother James Miller, in his Archi-
tects and Builders of the Middle Ages,
says: “The practice of laying the foun-
dation stone of a building, with peculiar
ceremonies, was a solemn authentication
of the work by the head of the Craft
who stood between the proprietor, or
lord of the work, and the instruments of
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its construction and was appealed to
in all differences or disputes between the
contracting parties in order to friendly
arrangement.”

The Order has always been engaged in
labors of love and devotion; has always
been a constructor and never a destroy-
er; during the period of its operative
character it erected buildings in their
entirety but in its speculative character
it inaugurates the work and symbolically
plants. the corner stone as the founda-
tion of the entire structure; centuries
were consumed by the fraternity in rear-
ing those wondrous churches and ca-
thedrals which adorn not only the conti-
nent but the island which gave birth to
the present system of science, and where-
ever that beautiful order of architecture,
the Gothic, is observed, the Mason is re-
minded that it originated with our an-
cient Brethren and is a gift of the Craft
to the Church. The Fraternity does not
assume the exclusive right to lay corner
stones, but when asked to perform the
work it is done with a symbolic power
and beauty that are matchless.”

Ever there HasBeen a Corner Stone
By Charles H. Blum in “The Trestle Board” of
January 1905

The laying of the corner stone by
the Most Worshipful Grand Master is
purely and simply a symbolic function.
By it we are reminded of the union that
should ever subsist between speculative
and operative Masonry. It is a link of
perpetual union between the past and
present. It is the link which enables
us to view, in panoramic retrospection,
the rise and progress of the human race.
It carries us back to the cradle of archi-
tectural science, when ‘primitive man
first commenced the survey of nature
and the observation of her beautiful
proportions, thus giving rise to society
and birth to every useful art. It en-
ables us to delve deep into the pages of
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history, and pluck from the mine thus
explored the purest and rarest gems.

If we seek the history of the builders
in Hebrew, Arabic or Chaldean tradi-
tion, we find it resplendent with
achievements, for they were the custo-
dians of the knowledge of their age. We
find the Boneh of the Hebrew, the
prospectus operis of the Romans, the
Mauerer of the Germans, the Macon of
the French and the Mason of the Anglo-
Saxon to be synonymous terms, and the
conecting link between the operative
Mason of the past and the speculative
of the present.

To the skill and ingenuity of the Jew-
ish builders the spacious and magnifi-
cent structure, the Temple of Solomon,
will ever remain an abiding monument
in the memory of mankind, although
there remains at this day not one stone
upon another. Upon it was lavished
every art known to man. From the
plainness of the Doric, the delicacy of
the Ionic, to the richness of the Corin-
thian, and to the wisdom of Solomon
the builder will the world in general
and Masonry in particular, ever be in-
debted for the construction of that vast
moral structure that brings the builders
of every nation and of every creed to-
gether into one sacred band of friends
and brothers, among whom no conten-
tiomr should ever exist but that noble
contention, or rather emulation, of who
can best work and best agree. That
sacred band of co-workers in the vine-
yard of human thought, those expanders
of human intellect, who after the com-
pletion of the temple, garbed in the
lambskin badge of a Master Mason,
armed with the implements of their pro-
fession, the plumb, square and level,
scattering themselves over the unin-
habited globe to disseminate and per-
petuate among the children of men the
lessons inculcated by the corner stone of
our profession. The stone upon which
is constructed the superstructure of the
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Mason’s or builder’s profession, the
basis upon which rests the happiness of
the human family, that triangular stone
on the three sides of which are inscribed,
in indefaceable characters, Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity.

Since the migration of the builders
from the temple, age upor age has
passed; men have come and gone in
fleeting generations, season after sea-
son has fled like hours through the
whirling wheel of time, but notwith-
standing the crushing heel of tyranny
and the intoleration of creed, the Cres-
cent and the Cross, the enthrallment of
human thought at the hands of the holy
Inquisition, the foundation which the
builders laid upon the Masonic corner
stone has survived. The seeds of hu-
man freedom sown by the Jewish build-
ers made it possible in the name of Lib-
erty, Equality and Fraternity to wring
the Magna Charta from King John and
to furnish Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin and the immortal Washington
with the inspiration to lay the founda-
tion or corner stone of the greatest po-
litical structure, the most stupendous
conception of the Temple of Liberty
which has ever emanated from the hu-
man mind—the uprearing and building
of the great American Republic, whose
flag today assures protection to all lovers
of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity and
enables us to lay in peace and accord-
ing to the dictates of our own conscience
the corner stone of our destiny.

If we curiously follow through his-
tory the growth and development of the
Jewish builders, we find them develop-
ing in Greece under the leadership of
the matchless Pythagoras, who was an
eminent patron of Masonry or the build-
er’'s art, bequeathing to posterity the
ideas that gave rise to such tributes to
the art of the builder as the Temple of
Diana at Ephesus, the Acropolis of Ath-
ens and the Temple of the Delphic
Apollo—monuments of Grecian art, jus-
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tice and learning, which..yielding to the
lapse. of. time vanished as material edi-
-fices, yet will ever remain as beacon
lights.of human thought, and who can
. doubt but they. are one of. the mediums
through which the Great Architect of
_the Universe has laid the corner stone
that, brought man from darkness to
light;, In the wake of the Grecians came
the Roman builders who laid the corner
stone of Roman art and brought it to
_that high state of perfection which en-
abled their descendants to perpetuate
their fame by the splendor of the Temple
of Janus, the gigantic Coliseum, and
exhibited their ingenuity in the con-
structon of the Catacombs.

To the Roman as a material builder
succeeded the architect of architects,
the builder of builders, He who laid the
_corner stone of the great Chnstian
Church. The meek and lowly Nazarene,
who as a moral builder, constructed an
edifice which is so far-reaching and sub-
lime; whose teachings exercise such
beneficent influence over the Christian
world as to lay it under obligation to
render that rational homage to Him,
which constitutes its duty and happiness.

Contemporaneous with the advent of
the Christian era flourished in Western
and Eastern Europe the Moorish and
Byzantine architecture, the Alhambra of
Spain and the Church of San Sophia be-
ing striking monuments of the Mason
or builder’s art of those ages, But in the
wake of the Crescent which followed the
Cross, came a cloud upon the world that
threatened to consign to oblivion every
art known to man. Superstition, fanat:-
cism and ignorance, goaded by the ar-
rogance of a misguided priesthood, were
about to enslave the human mind;the
beneficent influence of the great moral
builder was sinking beneath the horizon.
Darkness prevailed. But the great all-
seeing eye of the Supreme Architect,
whom the sun, moon and stars obey,
said, let the Masons or builders come
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forth, and again there was light. Im-
bued with a zeal of their own profession
as material and moral builders that
neither tyranny nor ignorance could
subdue. Armed as before with the im-
plements of their professions, the plumb,
square and level, they again spread the
seeds of knowledge. To their fame as
material builders stand the cathedrals of
Strasburg and Cologne, and Westmin-
ster Abbey of England, combining the
art of Gothic and Renaissance architec-

. ture, while teaching their initiates the

moral lessons which we have in the
speculative art. The modern Mason thus
followed the builders step by step, from
the cradle of their birth in the Far East
to every quarter of the globe.

In England, in the year 1717, Drs.
Anderson and Desaguliers laid the foun-
dation or corner stone of the edifice or
moral structure which furnishes us the
Speculative Mason of today, and built
a temple which is symbolic and meta-
phoric, and whose splendor surpasses the
material Grecian or Roman art, and as a
seat for the dissemination of human
knowledge surpasses in its far-reaching
results the labors of the sacred grove
or academy of the ancient philosophers.
The Grand Lodge of every state in our
Union and of every nation, ‘and the
Lodges in their several jurisdictions, are
the monuments which will perpetuate in
sacred remembrance the labors of those
two noble workers of the art, Anderson
and Desaguliers, who in spreading the
cement of brotherly love, laid the foun-
dation upon which is built the Lodges
which in every quarter of the globe are
making men better and kindlier, and
thus laying the corner stone upon which
rests the fundamental principles of our
Order, friendship, morality and brother-
ly love; those underlying principles
which elevate man mentally and morally,
and raise him higher and higher. till
they bring him in close affinity with the
Supreme Architect of the Universe.
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The Laying of a Corner Stone

There seems to be an impression
among some f our members that the
. corner stone of Masonic buildings must
be laid in the northeast corner of the
building. This is not absolutely neces-
sary. The corner stone should be placed
in the corner of the building where it
is most important. If on the corner of
a street, it should be placed in the corner
regardless of its location. The entire
matter is symbolic and the symbolism of
the corner stone when laid with Masonic
rights is full of significance which refer
to its form, its situation, its permanence
and to its consecration.

Where possible, one side of the stone
should have the words: ,

Laid by the Grand Lodge of Towa,

. A.F. & A. M. .. .
................ A. D.19.., A, L. 59..

Other information may be carved
thereon if desired. The name of the
lodge, or the name of the Board erect-
in the school building, if a school build-
ing, or the names of the county officers
of the county building, etc.

The stone, when deposited in its up-
propriate place, is carefully examined
with the necessary implements of Op-
erative Masonry—the Square, the Level
and the Plumb, themselves all symbollic
in meaning—and it is then declared to
be well formed, true and trusty, signify-
ing that the Mason is taught that his
virtues are to be tested by temptation,
by trial, and by suffering and adversity
before they can be pronounced by the
Master builder of souls to be materials
worthy of the spiritual building of eter-
nal life, or fitted “as living stones for
that house not made with hands, cter-
nal in the heavens.”

The stone is solemnly set apart by
pouring corn, wine and oil upon its sur-
face, emblematic of the corn of nourish-
ment; the wine of refreshment and the
oil of joy.
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What Should Be Placed in Boxes
to be Deposited in Corner Stone

We are frequently asked what consti-
tutes the contents of boxes to be placed
in corner stones laid by Grand Lodge.
There is no rule whatever. Almost any
and everything that would be of inter-
est to the parties erecting the building
are worthy of preservation in such a
box. We would make these suggestions,
however:

First—In all cases place a few coins of
the latest year of coinage possible.

Second—in all cases place copies of lat-
est editions of both city and state papers.

Third—If the new building is to be
used for Masonic purposes, it is proper
to place therein Proceedings of Grand
Lodge, Code, etc., together with list of
officers of the Grand Lodge and the
officers of the local lodges and where
printed, a list of the officers and mem-
bers of the various Masonic Bodies of
the city, and everything of a Masonic na-
ture which can be secured and might be
suitable for this purpose,

Should the building be that of a school
building or one used for educational pur-
poses, then a list of the school directors,
teachers. history of the school and every-
thing of that character, together with
matters contained in the first and sec-
ond notes, should be placed in the box.

If the building is a government build-
ing or for post office purposes, every-
thing of a governmental nature, such as
list of officers of the United States, list
of members of Congress and features of
that kind, together with the history of
the building and everything pertaining
to the office or offices connected with
the same, are suitable for placing in the
box.

Where corner stones are to be laid
with Masonic ceremony, the matter
should be taken up with the Grand
Master of the state, as local lodges do
not have the right to lay corner stones.
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This is entirely in the hands of the
Grand Lodge and no corner stone can
be laid with Masonic ceremonies save
under its direction.

The Public School —The Corner
Stone of Free Government

During the past few years the Grand
Lodge of Iowa has laid the corner
stones of several school buildings. This
is especially appropriate in view of the
fact that Masonry has always been a
supporter of the publc school system.

At the laying of the corner stone of
the new school building at Eagle Grove
August 22nd, Brother Eugene Schaffter
gave the address and briefly reviewed
the history of our public school system.
This address contains so much important
information that we quote from it very
largely and trust that it will be carefully
read by the brethren.

As no one of our American institu-
tions is so important as our Public
Schools, so there is none in which we
have a greater national pride; for they
are really of American origin. No hint
of such an institution came to us from
abroad, but at a time when education
in Europe was of high class indeed
but confined to the rich and influential,
the American colonies with their aspira-
tion toward liberty realized that the only
solid foundation of a free government
and people must be general education.
For unless all our children had an equal
chance, the conditions prevailing in the
old country would be reproduced here
.and only the well-to-do could secure
an education for their children, and this
would naturally leave the great body of
the people ignorant and incapable.

So it will be interesting on an oc-
casion of this kind to trace briefly the
development of the common school idea
in America. The germ of it comes to
light in the colony of Massachusetts
as far back as 1647, when a law was
passed requiring each township of 50

October, 1920
Vol. XXL

householders to employ someone to
teach reading and writing, and each
township of 100 householders to set up
a grammar-school. The plan was so
well developed at the beginning of the '
Revolution that every school in Mas-
sachusetts of any importance was sup-
ported by the people. In 1780 the state
constitution was adopted, and under it
a school law was passed dividing the
towns into four classes, and specifying
the class and number of schools that
each must support, and from this plan
was derived the direct system in New
England generally. The salaries of
teachers were to be paid by a tax on
polls and ratable estates. Not until
1800 were towns authorized to raise
money to build and furnish school-
houses.  Prior to that time schools were
held in basements of churches or in
log cabins. School taxes were now laid
by the legal voters in town meeting
assembled, and the funds were divided
among the districts in proportion to
the number of children of school age.
The school sessions were held each
year, one in summer for young children
and girls, lasting from 5 to 13 weeks;
one in winter for both boys and girls
who received instruction in reading,
writing, arithmetic, English grammar,
geography, the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States, the Constitution of Massa-
chusetts, and the dictionary. They al-
so memorized poems and orations and
recited them in public. Early in the
century they came to use the readers
and spellers of Noah Webster, the
grammars of Murray and Greenleaf,
the arithmetics of Adams and Smith,
and the series of readers prepared by
Pierpont; and the use of these text-
books spread throughout New England,
and later into the west.

Connecticut very early adopted a
public school system which was some-
what different in detail, and public
lands were set apart for the support of
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schools. These lands were sold in 1794
and the proceeds went to a school fund.
Rhode Island joined in the same plan,
and Newport set apart 100 acres of
land and appropriated an income for a
school for the encouragement of the
poorer children. Providence also or-

dered 100 acres of land to be laid out

for a school. These sporadic efforts
were followed in 1800 by a general
law providing for at least one free
school in every town in the state; this
law was repealed in consequence of
widespread protests, but was re-en-
acted in 1828.

New York supported public schools
by lotteries, and also by sale of public
lands. Pennsylvania in 1790 enacted
in her constitution that the legislature
should establish schools throughout
the state in such a manner that the poor
should be taught gratis.

Federal aid to education began with
the passage of the great land ordin-
ance of 1785, which reserved every
sixteenth section for the maintainance
of public schools within the township.
So again in the ordinance of 1787 for
the establishment of the territory north-
west of the River Ohio, it was declared
that schools and means of education
should forever be encouraged. Im-
mediately afterward Congress ordained
that the sixteenth section should be
given perpetually for maintaining pub-
lic schools and vested the title to all
such sections in the several states, mak-
ing them trustees of these lands for the
use of schools and for no other purpose
whatever.

Early education in the south was not
so forward. In Virginia it begins with
Thomas Jefferson, who in so many
ways was ahead of his time. In 1779
he formulated and laid before the
House of Burgesses a complete plan of
education, by which counties should
be cut into sections 5 or 6 miles square,
in each of which there should be a free
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school for teaching reading, writing and
arithmetic, supported by the people
and open to all children. For
many years this plan was held back be-
cause the wealthy planters did not want
to be taxed for the education of poor
whites; but finally in 1796 it was partly
recognized by a law ordaining that a
majority of the Justices of any county
might, if they saw fit, establish schools
therein to be maintained by general tax-
ation, a law which was more honored in
the breach than the observance. North
Carolina.tried a plan somewhat similar
to that of New England, except that all
pupils who were able to pay for their
schooling should do so. This substan-
tially left the schools for those who
could not pay, and thus created social
distinctions that were far from demo-
cratic. South Carolina in 1811 adopted
a somewhat different and peculiar sys-
tem—the people in each election district
were required to provide as many school
houses as they had representatives in
the lower branch of. the legislature and
to appropriate three hundred dollars for
the support of each school to be open to
all white children, rich and poor alike,
preference to be given to orphans and
poor children. In practice, however, the
money was spent on private and sectar-
ian schools, which admitted a certain
number of poor children sent by the
commissioners. So that in neither of
the Carolinas was the plan adopted so
universal as in New England, nor could
their schools rightly be called common
schools.

Referring again to the northwest ter-
ritory, where every sixteenth section had
been set apart in 1785, and from which
was carved the states of Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois and Michigan, the progress of
education was slow. The mass of the
pioneers who settled that territory was
composed of people from Pennsylvania
and Virginia, who cared nothing for
common schools, and preferred t6 edu-
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cate their children as they themselves
had been educated. There were, how-
ever, one or two struggling universities
and a lot of academies, but for a long
time the common school languished, par-
ticularly in Ohio and Indiana. In Illinois,
by an act of 1825, voters in any county
might create districts and establish
schools for white children, and support
them with a tax of half mill on each dol-
lar of taxable property; but unless a ma-
jority voted for the plan, no such schools
could exist. In the second quarter of the
century, all of these states fell. into line
with all the states of the seaboard in
the matter of education, and free com-
mon schools were established every-
where.

In the act of Congress for the admis-
sion of Iowa to the union, is contained
the provision that the sixteenth section
of every township should be granted to
the state for the use of schools. And
the Constitution adopted in 1857 pro-
vides for a permanent school fund de-
rived from these lands and other sources,
and for a Board of Education whose
duty it shall be to “provide for the edu-
cation of all the youths of the state,
through a system of common schools,
and such schools shall be organized and
kept in each school district at least three
months in each year.” Const. Art. 9,
Sec. 12. The first Code of Laws of
this state contains a comprehensive
school law, very similar to the one in
use today. The qualified electors of each
district when assembled had power to
determine the number of schools to be
established in the district and the length
of time each school should be taught;
also to lay a sufficient tax for support of
such schools. Directors were to be elect-
ed in each district, and hold two meet-
ings in each year, with power to employ
teachers and to pay the necessary ex-
penses of the schools. It is plain from
these provisions that by the time Iowa
was admitted to the union, the evolu-
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tion of public education was complete.
With the construction of this wonder-
ful new building we enter upon a new
phase of education in Eagle Grove.
Heretofore we have had just what was
absolutely necessary, and not all of that.
Our buildings were of an age that is
past. We were old-fashioned in our
equipment which inevitably reflected
itself upon the system of education. This
new building brings us into the progres-
sive present, and will make a home for
our young people equal to any in the
state. Instead of the old cramped and
inconvenient quarters, we hope to have
abundant room and all modern conveni-
ences and comforts for the boys and
girls. If we could look for an equal
advancement in the education required
all would be in harmony. But proud as
we are to have this new home, with all
its manifold advantages, we must not
confound the tools and implements of
education with education itself. No
doubt men of our people who sat in the
‘old plain and unventilated rooms ac-
quired knowledge just as readily and
fully as will those whose good fortune
places them in this palace. The human
mind works well under difficulties, and
many a farm boy in the country school-
house had his mind as well developed
and acquired as good an education as if
he had been privileged to attend school
in this building we see before us. It
is the purpose, and intent, and energetic
interest that go to develop the youthful
mind, aided and directed by the train-
ing and devotion of the teacher. If we
do not succeed in transplanting to these
more pleasant surroundings that same or
greater desire for knowledge on the part
of the pupil, and that same intelligent
and faithful work on the part of the
teacher, we shall have labored in vain,
and the erection of this modern build-
ing will add little to the final purpose of
education, except creature comforts. .
But I am persuaded to believe that
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with the vast improvement in physical
surroundings there will go an equal im-
provement in methods of instruction,
and a more earnest desire on the part
of our young people to acquire trained
minds and bodies fit to cope with the
modern conditions of life and business.

The cornerstone of this building has
been laid true and square by the Mason-
ic brotherhood. May it sustain and up-
hold the fabric for many long years.
But the real cornerstone, the true foun-
dation, on which this building rests and
on which our entire public school system
rests, is the American love of liberty and
equality, our unwavering belief that free-
dom cannot continue without general en-
lightenment, and our stubborn intention
that every child, rich or poor, native or
alien, born of the great or born of the
lowly, shall have the same equal chance
for an education.

We have no greater institution than
our common schools. We must sustain
and uphold them as the means of bring-
ing together and mingling the children
of all classes without distinction. The
greatest danger in all democracies is the
separation into castes and tribes; on
one hand capital and on the other labor;
on one hand the rich and on the other the
poor, with religious, political and other
distinctions that tend to cause suspicion
and dislike and misunderstanding. The
only antidote for this, and the surest pre-
servative of our common democracy is
the having all our children educated to-
gether on one common basis, where in
the formative period of life they may
learn to know and respect each other,
and to realize that no factitious distinc-
tions can alter the common fact of
American citizenship. This is the func-
tion of our schools over and above the
direct educative process, and we should
preserve them as the very apple of our
eye. The years that have gone have
shown the wisdom of this course and the
ages to come will vindicate democracy
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just in proportion as we follow the plan
of common schools laid down by our
forefathers.

Two Notable Corner Stone Layings

On July 26, Grand Master Jesse A.
West presided at the laying of the cor-
ner stone of the new Masonic Temple at
Muscatine. Masonic delegations from
about fifteen towns within a radius of
thirty miles of Muscatine were in at-
tendance. Dr. J. B. Rendall, S. W. of
Iowa Lodge No. 2 delivered a magnifi-
cent address in which he called attention
to the part Masonry had played in lay-
ing the corner stone of our republic and
said that these early leaders left us this
parting mesfage, that beyond the match-
less civilization of our country, her peer-
less institutions, her wonderful and in-
spiring history, we should most glorify
the greatness of manhood. As we lay
the corner stone of our new temple to-
day, may we be conscious of the fact that
the blood of these great and good men
flows through our veins and that their
mantles have fallen upon our shoulders.
And may we carry on until we have
here the new temple of Liberty to be
the inspiration and hope of our race
until we have the republic remodeled
after the republic of God in heaven, the
pillars of which are justice, truth and
love.”

On the day following, at Burlington,
Brother West again opened the Grand
Lodge in Emergent communication and
laid the corner stone of the new Ma-
sonic Temple at that place. About 600
Masons were in attendance from points
in Towa, Illinois and Missouri. James
E. Bromwell, past Grand Commander
of Iowa, was introduced by Past Grand
Master Charles C. Clark and delivered
a very eloquent address in which he
pleaded for 100 per cent loyal American-
ism and touched upon the public school
as the fountain of such Americanism.

8
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The Right of Visitation

By C. C. Hunt, Continued from July Bulletin

Before taking up the first modifica-
tion of the right of visitation, it may
be well to briefly consider the position
of those who deny that there is any
such right. Their princpal argument is
that the lodge is a family to which the
visiting brother is a stranger and that
therefore he has no more right to visita
lodge other than his own than has a
stranger to be admitted into a private
house. As one writer puts it, “Each
lodge is a Masonic family. It has an in-
herent and indefeasible right to conduct
its own business, maintain its own har-
mony in its own way, even to the exclu-
sion of visiting brethren akready admit-
ted, to say nothing of those seeking ad-
mission. It follows that the admissien
of visiting brethren, however worthy
and however welcome, as a general
thing, is, when properly considered, an
act of fraternal courtesy, which may be
granted or withheld, as circumstances
may warrant, precisely on the principle
that a man’s house is his castle, and al-
though courtesy may prompt him to
answer the door-bell, he will exercise
his right in admitting or refusing an in-
tending visitor. This point being set-
tled—and we challenge successful contra-
diction—we may examine the right of an
unknown visitor, asking the privilege
of joining in the labors of a lodge or
any other Masonic body, to say: Before
introducing myself to you, be good
enough to exhibit the authority by which
you are now assembled.” Notice that in
this statement it is asserted that each
lodge is a Masonic family, (but no
proof is offered in support of that as-
sertion.) As a family it has a right
to exclude everyone who is not a mem-
ber of that family. This settles that
point and we challenge successful con-
tradiction. Unfortunately this kind of
argument has too often been accepted as
valid by Masons, and even some Grand
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Masters and Grand Lodges have yielded
to it. Would it not be better for one
who makes a positive assertion to prove
it true than to defy others to prove it
untrue. By what right do they claim
their own statements are true unless
someone else can prove them untrue?
As a matter of fact, in none of the old
charges do we find a Masonic Lodge
likened to a family. On the contrary
they allude to the entire Masonic Order
as the family, and the members are all
brothers. The lodge is simply a group
within the family. In the Ancient Con-
stitutions a lodge is defined as “A place
where Masons assemble and work.” In
turning to our present day Ritual we
find substantially the same definition.
Our Ritual as well as the Old Charges
teach the universality of Masonry, and
that each Mason is a member of one
great family, which for convenience in
working is divided into groups called
Lodges. The old charges impose the
duty on these groups or lodges of re-
ceiving strange brethren and giving them
employment. If the right of visitation
is denied, therefore, it must rest on some
other ground than that the visitor is a
stranger who has no rights in any other
lodge than his own. The Ancient Con-
stitutions do not state that every brother
who presents himself must be admitted.
On the contrary they say: “You are
cautiously to examine him, in such a
method as prudence shall direct you, that
you may not be imposed upon by an ig-
norant false pretender, whom you are
to reject with contempt and derision,
and beware of giving him any hints of
knowledge. But if yocu discover him
to be a true and genuine brother, you
are to respect him accordingly.

This brings us to the consideration of
what [ have called the first modification
of the right of visitation, namely that
the visiting brother must be vouched for
or prove himself eligible. It sometimes
happens that members of a family be-
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come separated for years so that when
they finally meet they do not recognize
each other and each must satisfy the
other that he is indeed a member of the
family. So it is in our Masonic family.
Wherever there is a Masonic Lodge, a
Freemason has a right to be recognized
and received as a brother, but before he
can enjoy that right, he must prove that
he is entitled to it. (This statement, of
course applies only to cases in which no
member of the lodge knows the visitor
to be a brother.) Rule 150 of the Book
of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of
England, which corresponds to the re-
quirements of the Old Charges given
above, is as follows: “No visitor shall
be admitted into a Lodge unless he be
personally known to, or well vouched
for, after due examination, by one of
the Brethren present, OR until he has
produced the certificate of the Grand
Lodge to which he claims to belong,
AND has given satisfactory proof that
he is the Brother named in the certifi-
cate, or other proper vouchers of his
having been initiated in a regular
Lodge.” For convenience we will con-
sider this Rule under three heads, or re-
quirements, at least one of which each
visitor must comply with, before he can
be admitted into a lodge.

(1) He must be personally well
known as a Mason to some brother pres-
ent, who can vouch for him as such.

(2) He must be examined by some
brother or brothers, appointed for that
purpose by the Master, who after being
satisfied that he is a true brother can
then vouch for him.

(3) He must present a certificate
from the Grand Lodge to which he be-
longs AND also prove that he is the
brother named in the certificate.

In this country some Grand Lodges
will not accept requirement No. 3 unless
one of the others is also met; others
will not accept No. 2 unless No. 3 is
also met; but most of them will accept
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No. 1 without regard to the other two.
In this country also there is an addi-
tional requirement sometimes made and
that is that the visitor must show a re-
cepit for dues to prove that he is still in
good standing in his own lodge, but this
requirement is generally considered a
modern innovation and without Masonic
sanction. This requirement we will con-
sider later under Rule 152 of the Book
of Constitutions. For the present we
will confine our attention to the first
three requirements.

(1) Being personally well known to
one of the brethren present is usually
interpreted to mean “Personally known
as a Mason of the Degree in which the
Lodge is working.” The brother who
vouches for another .in this way must
have personally sat in the same lodge
with the brother for whom he so
vouches. Not only that but he must re-
call this fact of his own personal knowl-
edge, and he must remember that the
lodge in which he so sat was a Master
Mason’s lodge, or at least of no lower
Degree than that in which he makes the
avouchment. Some authorities do not
admit the latter qualification and insist
that two brethren must have sat to-
gether in a Master Mason’s Lodge be-
fore one can vouch for the other, even
though the avouchment is asked for in
a lower gegree in which the two may
have sat together. However that may
be, it is generally . conceded than an
avouchment made, we will say in an
Entered Apprentice Lodge, is to be con-
sidered valid only so long as the lodge
is open in the First Degree. If the
Lodge should pass to a higher degree an-
other avouchment would be necessary.
That being true I know of no valid
reason why a brother who has sat with
another in an Entered Apprentice Lodge
may not vouch for that brother in an-
other Lodge when opened on the First
Degree, but this does not justify him in
vouching for this brother in a Lodge
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open in some higher Degree. It is there-
fore important that in vouching for a
Brother, the Degree in which the two sat
together as well as the fact of sitting to-
gether should be remembered. In speak-
ing of “Degrees” we here refer to the
three Degrees of Symbolic Masonry
only. To have sat with a Brother in
some other Body, whether a Chapter of
the Royal Arch, A Council of the Cryp-
tic Rite, a Commandery, or Consistory
is not sufficient grounds on which to
base an avouchment in a Symbolic Lodge.
Therefore, as statad above, great care
should be taken to recall the particular
Lodge in which the sitting took place
and the Degree in which the Lodge was
open at the time.

Again the Brother making the avouch-
ment, the officer to whom it is made,
and the Brother for whom it is made
must all be present at the same time and
place so that there may be certainty of
identity.

Attention is called to the statement
given above that the Brother avouching
must do so from his personal knowledge.
Information given by another Brother
cannot be made the basis for an avouch-
ment.

(2) Avouchment after examination:
This has generally been considered by
the Masonic world to mean an examina-
tion under authority of the Master of
the Lodge. One who examines a brother
of his own volition and without author-
ity of the Master is not considered com-
petent to vouch for that Brother. He
must have been appointed by the Master

to make the examination and for the -

purpose of the avouchment preliminary
to visitation. The Master has the right
to select the Brethren to conduct the
examination and naturally he will select
those whom he considers most competent.

But suppose vou have been properly
appointed to examine a visiting Brother,
how should you proceed? The Old
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Charges say you are to cautiously exam-
ine him, and beware of giving him any
hints of knowledge. These are general
principles and there are no hard and
fast rules which you must follow in con-
ducting an examination. Each case pre-
sents its own problems and the visitors’
committee must use its own judgment
as to how the examination shall be con-
ducted. .It should be sufficiently
thorough to satisfy the committee that
the visitor is a true Brother and en-
titled to sit in the Lodge which he wishes
to visit, and the examination should not
be extended beyond that point. The fol-
lowing listed points suggested by
Brother George Tait in the Canadian
Craftsman are well worth considering.

“l. You have either to deal with a
Mason or an imposter.

2. Be cautious, courteous and firm.

3. Do not approach the visitor as a
suspect.

4. You are not expected to do de-
tective or prosecuting attorney work.

5. Put on no air of superior knowl-
edge.

6. Play no tricks by pretending
answers are not correct when they are.

7. Don’t indulge in catch questions.
They are the slang of Masonry.

8. Give no hints. Correct no mis-
takes.

9. Don’t be unnecessarily
Ideas are better than words.

10. Accept all you get without com-
ment.

11. If you reject do not indicate why.

12. Judge by general results.

13. A very desirable visitor may
answer poorly.

14. Answers correctly given may be
a cause for suspicion and rejection.

15. Do not imagine your catechism
of questions to be the only correct form,
and all departures from it errors.

16. There is no set way of conduct-
ing a Board of Trial.

strict.
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17. Tt is your business to get, and the
visitors to give, information.

18 The customary question should
be used only as aids. If possible, be
satisfied as to your visitor without them.

19. You cannot vouch for any but a
Master Mason.

20. I would give the O. B. last, and
not until I was satisfied to admit the
visitor.”

We may not agree with all of these
points, but undoubtedly they contain
some valuable hints. There is one very
important point, however, which they
do not cover, and that is that before be-
ginning an examination the members of
the comunittee should satisfy them-
selves that the Lodge to which the vis-
itor claims to belong is a regular Lodge
working under the authority of some
recognized Grand Lodge of Masons. The
Grand Lodge of Iowa has supplied each
Lodge under her jurisdiction with a
published list of the Regular Lodges of
the United States and of Great Britain,
and this list should always be consulted
in cases of doubt. After you are satis-
fied that the visitor is a member of some
regular lodge, you are at liberty to pro-
ceed with the examination.

As part of the examination and in ad-
dition to the test oath the visitor should
sign a statement which should be sent
to his home lodge. The Grand Lodge
of Towa has adopted the following form
and recommends its use by the lodges
under her jurisdiction.

e e ettt 19....
“For the purpose of gaining admission
to and recognition in ........... Lodge,

No..... of A. F. & A. M., located at
............ , Iowa, I hereby state, on
my honor as a man and a Mason, that
I was regularly initiated, passed, and
raised to the sublime degree of a Master
Mason in .......... Lodge, No....., A.
F. & A. M, in the state of............ s
the same being a just and lawfully con-
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stituted lodge; that I am neither ex-
pelled nor suspended from a lodge, but
am now a member of the Order in good

“I subscribe my name hereto that this
paper may be sent to my home lodge,
or otherwise used to test the truth of
the above statements.

Witnesses.”

3. This brings us to the third head-
ing or requirement listed above, that re-
lating to documentary evidence; but as
this is a subject on which there is so
much to be said, on account of there
being so many conflicting views, we
deem it best to postpone its considera-
tion for the present and will take it up
in some future number of the Bulletin,

Death of Calvin W. Prather

Calvin W. Prather, for many years
Grand Secretary of all the Masonic
Grand Bodies of Indiana laid down his
pen and passed to his eternal home Au-
gust Ist. From 1912 to 1918 he was
president of the Masonic Grand Secre-
taries’ Guild of the United States. He
was perhaps the best known and the best
loved Mason in Indiana. He had been
in continuous attendance upon the Grand
Lodge of that state for more than fifty
yvears and had held official positions
therein for more than forty-six years.
He was Grand Master in 1880 and has
been Grand Secretary since 1901.

Mason's Home Lodge No. 192 of Iowa
Falls has purchased a business lot 68x
132 feet in dimensions at a cost of $14,-
000.00. The lodge expects to build a
temple on this lot as soon as conditions
become more favorable.
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With the Craft in Iowa

On Tuesday evening, July 29th, the
Masons of Des Moines gave a reception
to Jesse A. West, in recognition of his
election as Grand Master of Masons in
Jowa. To this reception five hundred
brethren of the Fraternity representing
all of the lodges of the city were present.
Brother A. E. Reed, Master of Capital
Lodge No. 110, of which Brother West
is a member, presided and called upon
Past Grand Master, F. W. Craig, Gen-
eral Grand High Priest of the General
Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of
the United states, J. K. Elwell, Grand
Commander, Knights Templar of Iowa
and C. Huttenlocher, Grand Master Roy-
al and Select Masters of Iowa, each of
whom responded in words befitting the
occasion. Speeches were also made by
Robert Grean of Adelphic Lodge, Dr.
McGuire of Auburn Lodge, A. H. Minnis
of Gnemeth Lodge, Lafayette Young of
Home Lodge, C. E. Wright of Clear
Lake, Junior Grand Warden and Sam
L. Polonetzky of Valley Junction, Jun-
ior Grand Deacon. After these talks and
a response by the Grand Master, the
brethren had a good social time followed
by refreshments,

Several lodges have prepared to or-
ganize study clubs during the coming
winter and we hope to see the movement
grow. Brother Haywood had been meet-
ing regularly with the study club at
Davenport until recently when he was
obliged to discontinue on account of ill-
ness. His place, however, has been sup-
plied by BrotherStoop, director of the De-
partment of Philosophy at Grinnell Col-
lege and the report of meetings there
indicate a great deal of interest. Brother
Stoop’s lecture on the “Two Masonic

Pillars” was greatly appreciated by those

who heard it.

The Masons of Des Moines have pur-
chased a tract of thirty acres in the
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northeast corner of Glendale Cemetary
and have organized themselves into the
Des Moines Masonic Cemetery Associa-
tion. They have spent over $6,000.00 in
grading and improving the south four
acres of the property and have provided
for the creation of an endowment fund
sufficiently large to properly maintain the
cemetery. On Sunday afternoon, Au-
gust 1st, the Cemetery was formally
dedicated. Grand Master, Jesse A. West
presided and a brief address was given
by Bishop Longly. Colonel Bennett, as-
sisted by several soldiers raised the flag
of our country with appropriate cere-
monies while the brethren stood with un-
covered heads. :

Grand Master, Jesse A. West has is-
sued a dispensation for a new lodge in
East Des Moines to be known as East
Gate Lodge. This will give opportunity
for the Masons living near the Fair
Grounds to attend Lodge near their own
homes. There is also a movement on
foot to organize a Lodge in the western
part of the city. If this plan goes
through it will give Des Moines six
Lodges, located in all parts of the city,
except the south. Permits for the or-
ganization of additional lodges in other
cities are also under way.

A. B. Lorenzen, who has served as
Treasurer of Sylvan Lodge No. 507 for
the past twenty-five years has recently
moved to California.

A large number of lodges, either
singly or in connection with other Ma-
sonic bodies, have held picnics during
the summer, at which they had a gen-
eral good time and get together meeting.
In some cases county Masonic associa-
tions have been formed and the picnic
has become an annual event, in others
the Masonic lodges and the Eastern
Stars of the community have united and
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" held a picnic together, but in every case
a good social time has been reported and
we are pleased to see these gatherings
becoming so popular.

Sioux City will soon have two Masonic
Temples. The one at Morningside will
cost approximately $100,000.00. The cor-
ner stone of this building was laid Au-
gust 14th by Past Grand Master F. S.
Moses. It occupies a ground space of
80x90 feet and is to be two stories high
with basement, when completed. Pend-
ing the completion of this building the
lodge is meeting in Morningside College.
The other temple in Sioux City is being
built by the other lodges and York Rite
bodies together with the Shrine. It will
cost over $400,000.00 and will contain
three large lodge rooms. The largest of
these will be 41x62 feet and the small-
est 39x40 feet. It will have an auditori-
um with a seating capacity of 1200 while
the dining room will be the largest in
the city.

Anchor Lodge No. 191 at Hampton
has purchased two corner lots in that
city with a view to the erection of a $50,-
000.00 building there.

Since assuming the office of Grand
Master, Brother Jesse A. West has in-
stituted three new lodges. Roosevelt
Lodge No. 626 at Davenport, Canaan
Lodge No. 627 at Mt. Union and Wel-
fare Lodge No. 628 at Norwalk. Each
of these lodges is starting out with en-
thusiasm and promises to develop into
a strong working lodge.

From the Storm Lake “Tribute” we
learn that the American Freemason,
which suspended publication several
months ago, has consolidated with the
“Trestle Board” of San Francisco under
the name of “The American Freema-
son.” Brother Morcombe, former editor
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of the “Freemason” retains the editorial
control and has been selected managing
editor of the consolidated publication.
The magazine will be published in San
Francsco, But Brother Morcomb will
continue to reside at Storm Lake. At
least for the present.

Called Home

Hugh McLeod, Past Master of Mt.
Hermon Lodge No 263 died at his home
in Cedar Rapids, August 24th. He had
been in poor health for the past four
years but had been in a critical condition
only a short time. :

Frank R.-Gaynor of the Jowa Supreme
Court died August 2nd at his home in
Des Moines and was buried the follow-
ing Sunday afternoon in the Masonic
section of the Glendale Cemetery. Broth-
er Gaynor was a member of Giblem
Lodge No. 322 at Le Mars, Iowa.

J. R. Scurr, Master of Cyrus Lodge
No. 338 of Gilman was instantly killed
Friday afternoon August 12th when the
car he was driving was struck by a
freight train at the crossing of the M.
& St. L. railway near Gilman.

Kent C. Ferman, Past Grand Treas-
urer, died at the hospital at Jowa City,
Tuesday morning July 20th after an ill-
ness of several days. He was Past
Master of Mt. Hermon Lodge No. 263
and had long been a tireless worker in all
bodies of Masonry in Cedar Rapids. His
life was an exemplification of the prin-
ciples of Masonry and every Mason who
knew him loved him.

S. L. Johnson, for more than twenty
years secretary of Iowa Lodge No. 2
died suddenly Wednesday evening, July
21st, at his home in Muscatine. He was
apparently in his usual good health and
had just returned from a motor drive
into the country when he suffered a
heart attack and passed away before as-
sistance could be given him.
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Address to A Newly Made
Master Mason

My brother, you are now, -technically
speaking, a Mason, but whether or not
you are going to be a Mason in reality
rests entirely with yourself. The mem-
bers of this lodge deemed you honest in
your expressed desire to be a Mason,
and I urge you to show the fraternity
that they wére not mistaken in their
judgment of you, and that they have
not erred in admitting you into our an-
cient and honorable order.

It would be well, my brother, at this
time to ask yourself the question, “What
is it to be a Mason?” Do you think
that membership in a Masonic lodge
makes you a Mason? If you have the
proper conception of Masonry you will
admit that it does not, only in name,
for membership in a Masonic lodge can
no more make you a Mason than mem-
bership in a musical club can make you
a musician,

However, it is quite apparent that if
you are so inclined, and have natural
talent, in such membership you will
find helpful stimulus and pleasant fel-
lowship with the congenial and kindred
spirits, and so it is in Masonry and the
Masonic lodge.

It s the involuntary thoughts of
vour heart, and the voluntary acts of
your life which terminate your charac-
ter as a man and Mason.

There are four classes of men in this
world: First, those who are Masons
neither in name nor nature; second,
those who are Masons in name only;
third, those who are Masons only by
nature; and, lastly, those who are Ma-
sons Both in name and nature, and
this class are God’s noblemen, But if
I ‘could not be numbered with them I
had rather be a Mason by nature—that
is, at' heart—than a Mason only in
name.

In taking the degrees, the practice of
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many commendable virtues was en-
joined upon you, only a few of which,
perhaps, you can recall at this moment,
and too many for me to reiterate just
now. But let me sum them all up by
reminding you of one symbol in the first
degree—that of a point within a circle.
The worshipful master told you that the
point represented an individual brother
—that is you; the circle, the boundary
line of your duty toward God and man;
beyond which you should never suffer
your passions, interests or prejudices to
betray you on any occasion. The circum-
ference o fthis circle—the boundary line
of your duty—is clearly defined in the sa-
cred scriptures, and elucidated by the
patron saints of Masonry, and while
you keep yourself this circumscribed, my
brother, it is impossible that you should
materially err.

I congratulate you, my brother, and
may the S. A. O. T. U. guide, guard
and protect you thru life, and endow
you with a competency of divine wis-
dom, that by the secrets of this art
you may be better enabled to dis-
play the beauties of godliness to the
honor of his holy name.—H. R. Goodell,
P. M., in Masonic Trowel.

A Brother lacks the following num-
bers of the Bulletin to complete his
files: Vol. 2, Nos. 1, 2, 3; Vol. 10, No.
1; and Vol. 13, No. 4. He is willing to
pay twenty-five cents a copy for the
missing numbers. If anyone has these
issues and is willing to dispose of them,
will he kindly notify this office?

The Trowel

We have had several requests lately for
addresses on The Trowel and we there-
for publish the following from “The
Trestle Board” of San Francisco, issue
of September, 1898.

My brother, in the preceding degrees,
you have been presented with several of
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the working tools of Operative Masonry,
taught their use and instructed as to
their symbolism. While the working
tools of the Master Mason comprehends
all the implements of the Craft, he has
appropriated the trowel to his own es-
pecial use, and it is this instrument that
I now present to you.

The trowel is an instrument made use
of by the Operative Mason to spread
that cement which unites the separate
stones of a building together in sym-
metry and order; but we, as Speculative
Masons, are taught to make use of it
for a more noble purpose.

It was the work of the Entered Ap--

prentice to prepare the rude materials
for the builder's use, an occupation
which, for its simplicity, was suited to
his unskilled hands, in the doing of which
he required only the guage and gavel to
give the requisite outline. The materials
were then placed in position and adjust-
ed properly by means of the plumb, level
and square in the hands of the Fellow
Craftsmen; but it was reserved to the
Master Mason alone, having examined
the several parts, and proved them true
and trusty, to secure them in their ap-
propriate place, permanently, by spread-
ing with the trowel the cement that ir-
revocably bound them together. Thus
the trowel has come to be with us a
symbol of knowledge—knowledge labori-
ously acquired, inducing habits of sound
thought and a reflective character. When
men begin to reason, then, at once they
begin to differ; and one of the great
problems in human life is to find reliable
guides to truth. Not less with respect
to the heart than to the judgment.
Nearly every man secures his special
share of life’s achievements—the product
of human effort—by incessant struggle
and trial. The enobling studies of youth,
and the knowledge thereby acquired, are
often sadly perverted by the practices of
manhood. Masonry seeks to be a bene-
ficent unambitious, disinterested guide
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to knowledge and to truth. Then, «.’th
faith in man, with hope for the future
of humanity, with loving kindness for
our fellows, Masonry and the Mason
must always work and teach, and each
must learn to do that for which he is
best fitted, ever and everywhere stand-
ing out a noble and living exemple of
the three symbolic jewels of the Master
Mason—brotherly love, relief and truth.

The Trowel

Reprinted from Quarterly Bulletin, J. y 1907

Honor the Trowel far above the Sword;

Its work is much more useful to man-
kind

Well knew the Ancient Builders how to
bind

Their Masonry, when all, with one ac-
cord,

Spread the well-tempered Mortar; ard
we know )

How e'en in Ruins, many stones lie
bound

Into one Solid Mass. Let us be found

Spreading true Cement, which will unite
us so

In strongest Bonds of Brotherhood, that
we

May live in love together all our days;

And safely pass through Lifi‘s perplex-
ing maze,

With steady footsteps to Eternity;

Living in perfect friendship whilst on
Earth,

And finding Death to us Immortal Birth.

As speculative Masons we adore
The precepts taught by this most hon-
ored tool;
And if we minded well its gentle rule,
Our hearts and minds would ever heav-
enward soar.
In olden days our brethren firmly bound
The stones and lime by its aid;
Until the edifice compact and sound,
was in all parts and points completely
made.




92 QUARTERLY BULLETIN

But now we use it as an emblem great,
Which firmly binds each true Mason-
ic heart; .
To join us in strong links that none
can part;
A mystic tie that craftsmen consecrate
To deeds which ever will their souls
enshrine
With love for the great Architect di-
vine,

Masonic Research in Wisconsin

The Research Committee of the Grand
Lodge of Wisconsin, have prepared a
number of interesting selections of Ma-
sonic interest for the use of their local
lodge bulletins. The idea is a good one
and we trust that our own lodges will
make use of the Iowa Masonic Library
for the same purpose. A few of our lodges
are publishing a regular Bulletin in which
the plans for the work for the coming
month is announced to their members.
It would be well if more lodges would
adopt the same or a similar plan. In
such a case, an apt quotation or item of
Masonic interest would add to the in-
terest in and attractiveness of the Bulle-
tin. The Research Committee will be
very glad to furnish such items or quota-
tions on request.

The following are samples of the items
furnished by our Wisconsin Brethren.

In Freemasonry, written history began
by reducing’ tradition to historical nar-
rative, and for many years legends were
accepted without evidence. But with the
critical school of historians the purely
traditonal was separated from the evi-
dent historical. Traditions are never in-
vented, although often exaggerated, and
much elaborated through successive gen-
erations.  Tradition, however, has a
foundation in fact, and is valuable for
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the preservation of knowledge which
might otherwise be lost.—Wiscomsin
Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic
Research.

Freemasonry has always been true to
its name, and the real Mason is a build-
er of the temple of his own character.
Its mission is to furnish high ideals
for the individual, that may be re-
flected
fellow

in his actions towards his
The ideal
teachas that moral and spiritual at-
tainments are far more important than

men, Masonic

the material and physical.—Wisconsin
Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic
Research.

In tracing the geneaology of Freema-
sonry we eventually arrive at the date
1390 A. D., when the Regius manuscript,
the oldest known and most important
version of the Old Charges, is supposed
to have been written. Traditions lead
back to the creation of the world, and in-
clude most of the great teachers of man-
kind as Masons; but to those who insist
upon applying the approved methods of
historical research to the study of Free-
masonry, the Regius manuscript affordsa
starting point in cumulative documentary
evidence relative to the direct ancestry of
the fraternity. The Regius Manuscript,
as it is known, is a poem written on
sixty-four pages of vellum, handsomely
bound. It was presented to the British
museum by King George II, in 1757. It
was at first catalogued as a poem of
Moral Duties, and this may have caused
its tardy discovery in 1839 as a Masonic
document. — Wisconsin Grand Lodge
Committee on Masonic Research.

Brother Silas H. Shepherd has under-
taken a monumental task in the at-
tempt to compile a list of Masonic Bib-
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liographies and Catalogues of Masonic
Books published in the English Lan-
guage. The first installment of this
work appeared in the Masonic Tidings
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September is-
sue. This compilation is the first of its
kind since 1891. In his introduction to
this work, Brother Shepherd says: “No
phase of Masonic Study is more fascin-
ating than acquiring an intimate knowl-
edge of its books, their authors, and the
several editions of the more important
works. Among these are the ‘Book of
Constitutions,” ‘The Pocket Companion,’
Preston’s ‘Illustrations,” the ‘Old
Charges,” and the Webb ‘Montors.’”

Brother Shepherd was led to under-
take this work, through a realization of
the limited material now available to
the Masonic student. Two years ago
Brother Haywood made the remark that
there is “no such thing as a Masonic
Bibliography, that is, nothing complete
enough to warrant the name.” Brother
Shepherd says: “I quite agree with
Brother Haywood in his statement, but
I am inclined to believe that Masonic
bibliography is in no weaker condition
regarding the difficulties of obatining
bibliographical data than many other
subjects. I have found considerable
difficulty in obtaining adequate biblio-
graphical data on the subject of ‘symbol-
ism’ in the Public Libraries of Chicago
and Milwaukee—When I find it very
difficult to obtain reliable data on one
work (Preston’s Illustrations) and have
spent many hours in compiling an incom-
plete list of catalogs in English, I am
convinced of the labor involved and the
liability of anyone, (no matter how thor-
ough and painstaking) to err.” We feel
sure that if anyone can make a success
of this task it is Brother Shepherd.

Attention is called to the papers that
have been running in the Bulletin by
Robert D. Graham of Denver, Colorado.
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The first series of these articles is con-
cluded with the one which appears in
this issue. These articles have been
published in pamphlet form and one ccpy
sent to each Master ig the state. It is
urged by the Research Committee that
the Master select some good reader to
present to the Lodge one or more topics
at each regular communication, until all
have been thus read, in each case fol-
lowed by general discussions and ques-
tions. In case questions are asked which
cannot be answered by any brother pres-
ent, send them to the Library and we
will do what we can to make the matter
clear. These papers are themselves very
clear and are simply worded. They con-
tain a great deal of valuable information,
both for the newly made Mason and for
those who have been members of the
Order for years. They are also sug-
gestive in that they lead the reader to
think for himself and to search out for
himself co-ordinate lines of thought.

The Supreme Council of the Scottish
Rite for the Southern Jurisdiction of
the United States has under considera-
tion several plans for the promotion of
education in this country. They support
the proposition for the establishment of
a National Department of Education
and advocate free and compulsory edu-
cation of all children in our public
schools, and that in these scshools the
English language shall be the m.dium of
instruction of all children without regard
to race or creed.

If any of our readers would be inter-
ested in the purchase of a complete
set of either Grand Lodge, Grand Chap-
ter or Grand Commandery Proceedings,
we would be pleased to have him take up
the matter with this office. One of our
brothers has recently moved from the
state and desires to dispose of his com-
plete sets if possible.
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A Vest Pocket History of Masonry

By the time this issue of The Bulletin
is mailed we hope to have received from
the printer copies of “A Vest Pocket
History of Freemasonry” By Brother
Haywood. One copy of this pamphlet
will be sent to the Master of each
Lodge.  Additional copies will be
cent to either Lodges or Master Ma-
sons who desire them at the rate of
ten cents a copy, which is intended to
cover the cost of printing and postage.
The following review of the work is
taken from the Masonic Tidings, of Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin: “While the author
of this essay is pleased to call it ‘A Bird's
Eye View of Masonic History, it is
really much more than this. He has
traced with prudent judgment, discrimin-
ating intelligence, important links that
historical research has revealed as to the
ancestry of Freemasonry. Brother Hay-
wood has bcen most fortunate in avoid-
ing the devious and perilous paths pur-
sued by many writers, who have allowed
their imagination to supply any defici-
ency in the absence of historical facts.
The superfical knowledge that some Ma-
sonic writers show in their endeavor to
connect up the numerous mystic orders
with that of Freemasonry, is lament-
able. One of the mistakes of a few writ-
ers is to associate all the secret orders
that arose in the middle ages with that
of Freemasonry. So much has been
written as to the origin and descent of
Masonry that is incredible, so much that
has lacked evidence that was convincing,
that the average Masonic mind has be-
come very much of a ‘Doubting Thomas.’
We fear the investigating Mason will
continue credulous so long as Masonic
writers are careless as to their historical
facts. Brother Haywood’s essay is a
valuable contribution to Masonic litera-
ture.”

The following are the concluding para-
graphs from Brother Haywood's paper:
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“Freemasonry is in its very nature
profoundly religious but it is not a
church, for, though it is friendly to all
churches that preach the Fatherhood of
God, the Brotherhood of Man, and the
Immortality of the Soul, it teaches no
thoological dogmas of its own. It is
not a political organization, whatever its
enemies may allege but it is vitally in-
terested in the public life of the land
and never sleeps in its efforts to keep
American governmental life as pure as
possible. It preaches no program of re-
form but nevertheless lends itself to
every effort made to lift the burdens of
life from the common people, and it
evermore holds before its membership
the high ideals of service and of mu-
tual helpfulness. It is a great body of
picked men, in this country two million
strong, who are hound together by sa-
cred and serious obligations to assist each
other, by mecans of fraternity, and
through the teaching instrumentalities
or ritual. to build in each man and in
society at large a communal life which
is not inadequately described as a Holy
Temple of Human Souls.

Such, in brief, is the story of Freema-
sonry. What a story it is. It began in
a far fore-time in a few f{iny rivulets
of brotherly effort; these united into 2
current that swept with healing waters
across the pagan centuries; many tribu-
taries augumented its stream during the
Middle Ages; and in modern times it
has become a mghty river which sweeps
on irresistibly. And now, if we may
venture to change the figure, its halls
are the homes of light and life; therein
men may learn how good and pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity. Well may one unclasp his shoes
and uncover his head as he enters a Ma-
sonic lodge; a symbolism white with
unutterable age is there, and voices elo-
quent with an old, old music, and a
wisdom drawn from the thought and
travail of a thousand generations!”
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o

Lodge Hall of Indiana, October 25, 1848

O

g Ode Sung at the Laying of the Corner Stone of the Grand
!

o

Sons of a glorious Order anointed,
To cherish for ages the ark of the
Lord,
Wearing the mystical badges appointed,
Come to the temple with sweetest ac-
cord.
Come lay-the corner stone,
Asking the Lord to own,
Labors that tend to his glory and
praise;
Long may the mercy seat,
Where angel pinions meet,
Rest in the beautiful temple ye raise.

Brothers united, to you it is given,
To lighten the woes of a sin-blighted
world,
Far o'er the earth, on the free winds of
heaven,
Now let your banner of love be un-
furled.
. Write there the blessed three,
Faith, Hope and Charity,
Names that shall live through the cycle
of time; .
Write them on every heart,
Make them your guide and chart,
Over life’s sea to the haven sublime.

Go forth, befriending the way-weary
stranger,
Bright'ning the pathway that sorrow
hath crossed,
Strength’ning the weak, in the dark hour

of danger,
Clothing the naked and seeking the
lost. L

Opening the prison door,
Feeding the starving poor,
Chiding the evil, approving the just,
Drying the widow’s tears,
Soothing the orphan’s fears,
Great is your mission, “in God is your
trust.”

o
Go, in the spirit of him who is holy,
Gladden the wastes and the by-ways of
earth,
Visit the homes of the wretched znd
lowly,
Bringing relief to the desolate hearth.
Bind up the broken heart,
Joy to the sad impart,
Stay the oppressor and strengthen the
just,
Freely do ye receive,
Freely to others give,
Great is your mission, “in God is your
trust.”

Go forth with ardor and hope undi-
minished,
Ever be zealous and faithful and true,
Still, till the labor appointed is finished,
Do with your might what your hands
find to do.
Narrow the way and strait,
Is heaven’s guarded gate,
Leading the soul to the regions of love;
Then with the spotless throng,
Swelling the triumph song,
May you be found in the Grand Lodge
above.

Al demits issued by Iowa Lodges to
be used in some other state should be
sent to the Grand Secretary for his sig-
nature. Otherwise the demit cannot be
used outside of this state, since many
Grand Lodges require this before they
will accept a demit. If the demit is to
be used for the purpose of affiliating with
some other Iowa Lodge, the signature of
the Grand Secretary is not necessary.

%9
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The miser thinks he’s living when he’s
hoarding up his gold;

The soldier calls it living when he's do-
ing something bold;

The sailor thinks it living to be tossed
upon the sea,

And upon this very subject no two men
of us agree.

But I hold to the opinion, as I walk my
way along,

That living’s made of laughter and good

fellowship and song.

I wouldnt call it living to be always
seeking gold,

To bank all the present gladness for the
days when I'll be old.

I wouldn’t call it living to spend all my
strength for fame,

And forgo the many pleasures which
today are mine to claim.

I wouldn’t for the splendor of the world
set out to roam,

And forsake my laughing children and
the peace I know at home.

Oh, the thing that I call living isn’t gold
or fame at all!

It's fellowship and sunshine, and it’s
roses by the wall.

It's evening glad with music and a
hearth-fire that’s ablaze,

And the joys which come to mortals in
a thousand different ways.

It is laughter and contentment and the
struggle for a goal;

It is everything that’s needful in the
shaping of a soul.
Edgar A. Guest, “The Trestleboard,”

Detroit, Michigan.
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My Ashlar

O, Master Builder, here I bring

This ashlar as my offering—

This block entrusted to my care—

0O, try it by thy faultless square.

Prove Thou the stone which I have
Brought,

Judge Thou the task my hands have
wrought—

My hands unskilled! Ah, much I fear

Their work imperfect shall appear.

See, Master, here were corners rough

Which marred the stone, so stubborn,
tough,

They long withstood my gavel’s blow;

What toil they cost Thou mayest
know.

My zeal I own did often swoon

Ere from the ashlar they were hewn;

(Ah, vice and habit, conquered now,

With agony you wrung my brow.)

Crushed by the load of guilt I bear,
O, Master, look on my despair,

For where was drawn Thy fair design,
My plan appears in many a line.
Hot tears, alas, cannot efface

The flaws which speak of my disgrace.
Too late the michief to undo,

My ashlar I submit to you.

O, Master, grant this boon to me;
Unworthy though my stone may be,
Cast it not utterly away,

But let it rest beside the way
Where its grave flaws may warning be
To him who follows after me.

If he thereby my faults may shun,
I'll feel some grain of worth I've won.

—George H. Free
Algona, Iowa.
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THE SCIENCE OF FREEMASONRY
SECOND SERIES
By ROBERT D. GRAHAM. President, International Association of Masonic Students

Documentary Evidence in Freemasonary

“Please let me see your Lodge re-
ceipt.”

“I came away in a hurry and for-
got all about it.”

How many times have we heard
something like that. My brother,
there are some things that you have no
business to neglect and one of these
is your Masonic dues and receipt.
These dues are usually too small for
the easy running of the lodge and it
is a short sighted policy that leads
brethren to depend upon the fees for
degrees in order to- secure sufficient
funds to conduct the business affairs
of the Lodge. In the event that
““work” does not come in as fast as it
was expected, then a strained condi-
tion arises that bodes ill for the har-
mony of the Craft. The ordinary
running expenses and the Grand
Lodge per capita tax should be paid

out of the dues collected—thus leaving
the fees for degrees to apply on other
matters.

The Blue Lodge degrees are a neces-
sity to the right man, and being such,
he ‘should plan to meet that expense
Just as he plans to meet the other
over-head charges of his personal
life. In justice to his peace of mind
and to his family, every brother
should make it his business to see
that sufficient funds are in the Lodge
Treasury for all legitimate expenses
and each brother must do his part in
placing these funds in the Treasury.
Freemasonry does not possess a
magical formula for the production
of monies—the boys have to dig.

Are your dues paid for the current
year? If not, why not? Just neglect
—sheer, pure neglect. Are you in a
financial position where you can pay
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them, then you should do so. In the
event that you are not able to pay the
annual dues, do not allow the amount
unpaid to accumulate but go at once
to your Worshipful Master and tell
him the condition you are in and have
your dues remitted—thus keeping
yourself in good standing. When sick-
ness invades a brother’s home and
family; when business reverses strike
at a brother’s resources; when disaster
overtakes him, that is the very time
for his brethren to rally to the broth-
er's help, and in doing so, they are
showing the spirit of Freemasonry.
Let me be candid with you and tell
you that a good deal of pure selfish-
ness is wrapped up in the question of
Masonic dues. I know of Lodges that
have kept their dues at the smallest
possible figure and then when some
member had to go west for health
reasons and became dependent, the
Lodge “lay down” on the western
Lodge that had advanced the help and
the excuse given was that there was
no money in the treasury of the Lodge
which the brother belonged to and be-
sides, when the western boys helped
a brother, they were only doing what
they should do. This might be all
right in one instance or in even two
instances, but when it comes as it has
done in Denver and other western
points, the Boards of Relief spend just
as much money as the home Lodge
authorizes with only such additional
amount as imperative necessity calls
for. No brother will see another suf-
fer, but is it fair for a man to de-
liberately manage his Lodge affairs
so as to keep his Lodge financially
embarrased and then this same man,
when he needs assistance, call upon
others? And it is usually the broth-
er that has paid the least that hollers
the loudest. Therefore, pay your dues
promptly and let them be generous.
Having given your money to the
Secretary, get his receipt and get it

Vol. XXIL
January, 1921
at the time you pay the money. The
seal of the Lodge and the receipt book
should be at the meeting of the Lodge,
and if they are not, then find out why
not? The average Lodge secretary is
a pretty good fellow. We have known
some though, who acted as if they had
an impression that the Lodge was
tucked away in their vest pocket some-
where and they gave receipts when
they got ready. You are entitled to
your receipt and you should have it.
I have seen some very embarrasing
cases of new members trying to visit
without receipts as one had not been
sent to them.

When you do receive your receipt,
see that it is made out properly—one
given name in full and a clear im-
print of the Lodge seal, as your receipt
is worthless without the seal of the
Lodge. You should secure a nice
leather case in which to carry the re-
ceipt and have it with you at all times.
Never go away from home without
your Masonic receipt in your pocket.
Make it your special business to re-
member it, as you may find yourself
like the man from Texas did in re-
gard to his gun—when he did need
the gun, he needed it quick and he

‘needed it badly.

But there is another phase of this
subject—you may meet with an ac-
cident. It is the unexpected that hap-
pens you know and you may be dis-
abled or unconscious or it may be your
poor mutilated body lies dead. If then
in your pocket is found a receipt for
dues to a Lodge of Freemasons, don't
you think it would make some differ-
ence?

There are some Jurisdictions that
issue diplomas and traveling cards to
their members. Nebraska, Massachu-
setts and others do this. By all means
secure such a document, not alone for
your own sake, but for the sake of
your family. I know of several in-
stances of widows and dependents that
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wouid have been eligible to help from
special funds had they have been able
to produce documentary evidence that
husband or father had been a Freema-
son. There is no excuse for a brother
neglecting these ordinary Masonic
duties but the pathetic thing is that
when he is asleep in some retired spot
in the cemetery, those dependent upon
him are still passing through severe
trials and suffering which has been
made much worse because of his care-
lessness, neglect and selfishness.

The question of dues and diplomas
is bound up with that of membership,
and if you will secure your proper
credentials year by year, there will be
no trouble about your good standing.

Should you neglect to pay your dues
for two years in some Jurisdictions,
you will stand suspended from all the
rights and benefits of Freemasonry
and your suspension deprives your
family of their rights and benefits too.
The action of suspension is automatic
with a number of Jurisdictions—trial
or other action being unnecessary. (In
Iowa the Brother must have notice of
his delinquency and the fact that he
will be suspended unless he appears
and shows cause why he should not be
suspended for non-payment of dues.
The law, however, also provides that
the dues become due on the first days
of January and July each year in ad-
vance, and if not paid, become delin-
quent six months thereafter.)

Some have an idea that “once a
Mason, always a Mason,” and that no
matter what may transpire, they can-
not be deprived of their rights. This
idea is very wrong. The unaffiliated,
suspended or expelled Freemason has
absolutely no rights whatever. The
brother must be in good standing in
some constituent Lodge in order to
enjoy the “Rights of Freemasonry,”
and the sooner the Craft finds this out,
the better it will be for all concerned.
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Brethren carry their demits year after
year and pass as Freemasons, but
when they come to claim any Rights,
they soon learn where they are at and
all their posing and blustering and
bluffing goes for naught. This would
not be so bad if they themselves were
the only ones to suffer, but those de-
pendent upon them suffer with them,
and especially some poor old widow
or helpless orphan goes without the
Masonic help that had the husband
and father done his duty, would have
been their’s. Of course we have refer-
ence to Masonic benevolences and
those entitled to them. The commun-
ity as citizens will look after the help-
less and the needy but that is a differ-
ent thing and is not what we have in
mind now.

See that the dues in your Lodge
are enough for all proper purposes.

Pay these dues promptly in advance
each year.

Secure the receipt and have it with
you, especially when you are travel-
ling.

Keep in good standing and never
allow yourself to become suspended
for the non-payment of dues.

Should you decide to change your
location—moving to another commun-
ity for residence purposes, and be-.
cause of this move decide to join the
Lodge in the new location, do not take
a demit from your first Lodge but
apply for affiliation where you desire
to join, and if elected to membership,
the secretary of the Lodge you have
been voted into will send and secure
your demit. In the event that your
application is rejected (as sometimes
happens) you will still be a member
of your former Lodge, which would
not be the case had you taken a demit
before applying to the new Lodge. In
other words, you apply for affiliation
on the grounds of your certificate of
good standing or receipt. This law
obtains in many Jurisdictions and is
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the purpose of keeping a brother from
becoming an unaffiliated Mason.

(Unfortunately, in Iowa, we have no
such law. With us the petition for
affiliation must be accompanied by a
demit unless the petitioner holds
membership in a lodge in another
Grand Jurisdiction in which demit is
not granted until a Brother has been
elected to membership in another
lodge, in which case the course out-
lined by Brother Graham would be
followed.)

Right of Visitation—Documentary

Evidence
By C. C. Hunt—Continued From October Bulletin

In 1908 a resolution was introduced
in the Grand Lodge of Alabama, to
require visiting brethren to produce
documentary evidence of their being
in good standing in the order before
they could be admitted as visitors.
Before taking action on this resolu-
tion the Grand Lodge ordered the
Grand Secretary to find out what other
Grand Lodges require in such cases
and report to Grand Lodge the fol-
lowing year. This was done and the
Grand Secretary’s report of his find-
ings appears on Page 72 of the Pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ala-
bama for the year 1909.

The report we may briefly summar-
ize as follows. Request for this in-
formation was sent to (fifty-eight
Grand Jurisdictions. Of these, ten did
not reply, twenty reported that they
require documentary evidence, five
that though the Grand Lodge did not
require it the majority of the local
Lodges did and evidently were per-
mitted to do so by Grand Lodge. Three
others reported that the local lodges
were permitted to require this kind
of evidence, but they did not report
the general practice. Three report,
that while this evidence is not requir-
ed, they provide their members with
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identification cards. Twenty report,
without qualification, that no docu-
mentary evidence is required. Of the
ten jurisdictions which did not re-
port, it is known that the practice is
not uniform and these jurdictions may
be disregarded in the present consider-
ation of the subject. Of the forty-
eight Grand Lodges replying, docu-
mentary evidence is required in twenty
and is the prevailing practice in five
more, thus it is seen that a visitor,
to a jurisdiction other than his own,
stands about an even chance of being
required to produce documentary evi-
dence of his good standing and it
therefore behooves him to have such
evidence with him.

It is noticeable that in the contro-
versy between those who favor and
those who oppose the requirement of
documentary evidence, there is no
middle ground. Neither side will ad-
mit the validity of any argument of-
fered by the other. Those who favor,
claim that it is absolutely necessary
to protect the Fraternity from im-
posters, and that the old charges re-
quire it while those who oppose, call
it a fad, a modern innovation and un-
necessary for protection. As typical
of the arguments in favor, I quote the
following from a paper prepared by
Brother Francis E. White, Grand
Secretary of Nebraska:

“In discussing the subject of docu-
mentary evidence we present as &
proposition beyond dispute that every
Lodge of Freemasons that receives a
visitor is extending a courtesy, and
that it not only has the right, but it
is its solemn duty, to know beyond
question that the proposed visitor is
at the time he asks to be admitted 8
member in good standing of a regu-
lar Lodge of Freemasons.

“In the early days of our Fraternity
all that seemed to be necessary was
proficiency—the giving verbally of
something that carried conviction that
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the proposed visitor was what he
claimed to be. Lodges were few and
miles apart! members were not numer-
ous, and were known only to each
other. It is doubtful whether fifty
years ago one citizen in a hundred
could have pointed out a man claiming
to be a Freemason, hence the imposter
could find but little material on which
to work. In the last fifty years, and
especially in the last twenty-five, con-
ditions have changed, Lodges have
multiplied, and membership has in-
creased very rapidly, and with the
large increase has come popularity,
and with popularity more or less show
and appearance in public. Almost
every Mason is a living advertisement,
either by wearing some kind of a
Masonic emblem, or by his daily con-
versation on subjects relating to the
Fraternity. In fact we, with other
fraternal societies, have increased so
rapidly that an imposter could stand
in the middle of a block in almost any
town or city in the United States, give
any sign, even one that had no mean-
ing, and he would be immediately sur-
rounded by members of several orders.
This makes it easy for the imposter
to find victims, and the surprising part
of the entire proposition is that where
Nature has plainly stamped a man
as a fraud and an imposter he too
often receives a more cordial greet-
* ing than the more humble genuine
brother.
¢“Again, many clandestine lodges are
‘making so-called Masons,” and giving
them sufficient information to enable
them to convince the ordinary examin-
ing committee that they were regu-
larly made. There are also many ir-
regularly made Masons, many sus-
pended and expelled Masons, many
who are demitted and who have not
contributed anything to the support
of Masonry for years, and finally, but
by no means the smallest number, we
have the professionals, who believe

that the Masonic Fraternity owes
them a living, and who are putting in
full time collecting what they claim is
due them.

“Out of the list above there is a
percentage who regularly visit Lodges
and enjoy all of the benefits of our
Fraternity without the show of a
right to it. It would be useless to cite
individual cases; many examining
committees have met' them, all Boards
of Relief are familiar with them, and
they would, if recorded, reach into
thousands. Outside of the larger
cities, and especially in the smaller
Lodges, it is not known generally that
the imposter is abroad in the land,
and many examining committees do
not know how to proceed in a way
to detect him, and the benefit of the
doubt is too often given to the would-
be visitor. Therefore if Lodges can
not or will not protect themselves from
imposters it is clearly the duty of the
Grand Lodge to enact laws for the
government of its Lodges, so as to
prevent them from receiving as visi-
tors those who can not clearly estab-
lish the fact that they are or quite
recently were members in good stand-
ing of a regular Lodge.

“It is a waste of time to consider
the esoteric work, the lectures, ete.,
sufficient for purposes of establishing
membership in good standing, as these
are absolutely worthless. A suspend-
ed or expelled Mason (and others) can
give fully as much in this way as an
ordinary examining committee wants
to receive. Personal information as
to a brother’s standing is not always
to be relied upon, as the brother giv-
ing the information may know only
in a general way that at some time
or at some place he met the brother
in a Lodge. That may have been a
long time ago, and many a brother
has been suspended by the active
members of the Lodge without the
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knowledge of the brethren who attend
occasionally.

“The subject that we are consider-
ing has caused much thought among
the members of the Fraternity in the
last few years; some experiments have
been tried, and so far as we know the
only safe method seems to be for
Grand Lodges to prohibit the Lodges
from receiving visitors who are not
in possession of some written evi-
dence, direct from the Lodge, show-
ing that they were in good standing
in regular Lodges at a date within
one year prior to the time of the
proposed visit.

“Since the enactment of our law
relating to documentary evidence in
1908 not a single complaint has reach-
ed the office of the Grand Secretary
in regard to imposters visiting our
Lodges, or of unworthy applicants ob-
taining relief. Before the enactment
of the law such cases were frequently
reported.”

To the charge that the demand for
documentary evidence is a modern in-
novation, the requirement in the old
charges to the Master is cited: “That
no visitor shall be received into your
Lodge without due examination and
producing vouchers of his having been
initiated into a regular lodge,” and
this is taken to mean that no visitor
shall be admitted without both the
examination and the production of
documentary evidence.

This contention was well answered
by the Custodians of the Grand Lodge
of Iowa in their report to Grand
Lodge in 1905 (Page 369 of the Pro-
ceedings of that year) when they said:

“If such a literal interpretation is
to obtain it is doubtful if there has
been a Master in Iowa, during its
Masonic history, that has not violated
it, for we know that in this Grand
Lodge, and in our subordinate lodges,
visitors from this Grand Jurisdiction
and from foreign Grand Jurisdictions
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are admitted on the avouchment of a
brother who has merely sat in lodge
with them, and we confidently state
that this practice obtains in Grand
Jurisdictions generally, if not without
exception. In such a case the person
is unmistakably a visitor, and the
language of the ancient charge is that
‘no visitor shall be received into your
lodge without due examination and
producing proper vouchers of his hav-
ing been initiated into a regular lodge.’
A voucher is not, from necessity, a
document or other paper evidence, but
it may be a person who affirms to the
truth of a proposition. It is defined
to be ‘one who gives witness or full
attestation to anything.” It may also,
of course, be documentary proof.
Hence, from a literal point of view
we are not forced to the conclusion
that the words, ‘producing proper
vouchers’, means the production of
documentary evidence, but it may be
the production of a person who proves
the fact by verbal statement.

“We are much, if not entirely, re-
lieved of any burden to inquire after
the general Masonic interpretation to
be placed on these words, as a part
of an ancient charge, because of the
action of -this Grand Lodge in giving
the ancient charge legislative sanc-
tion. So that the understanding of the
Grand Lodge as to its meaning is the
understanding that should obtain
throughout the jurisdiction. As to
the understanding of the Grand Lodge
there can be no doubt, for at the ses-
sion of the enactment, as well as in
all sessions before and since, the
Grand Lodge has received visitors on
personal avouchments, with no formal
examinations or other presentation
of vouchers. All these Grand Lodges
have had, as members, the Masters of
the jurisdiction, and in all their lodges
visitation upon personal avouchments
has been the rule. The rule has also
obtained in this Grand Lodge, and
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throughout the jurisdiction, of mere
verbal examinations where personal
avouchment could not be had. When
a committee, regularly appointed, has
made its examination by verbal in-
quiry, including the test oath, in which
the applicant must on a Mason’s oath,
say that he had been regularly initi-
ated, passed and raised ‘in a just and
lawfully constituted lodge of Ancient,
Free and Accepted Masons,’ and the
committee has found, from such evi-
dence, that his statements are true,
and he is admitted as a visitor, we do
not hesitate to say that he is received
upon ‘due examination, and after pro-
ducing proper vouchers of his having
been initiated into a regular lodge.’”
One of the arguments frequently
advanced in opposition to the demand
for documentary evidence is that
“Documents in Masonry were un-
known until recent years” and their
requirement at the present time is a
modern innovation and an unauthor-
ized restriction on the right of visita-
tion. In answer to this, it is shown
that such documents were in use even
before the Grand Lodge era. Ander-
son in his constitutions of 1738, quotes
the following provision from the regu-
lations of 1663: “That no person
hereafter, who shall be accepted a
Freemason, shall be admitted into any
Lodge or Assembly until he has
brought a certificate of the time and
place of his acceptance from the
Lodge that accepted him unto the
Master of that Limit or Division where
such Lodge is kept.” Whether we ac-
cept this regulation of 1663 as authen-
tic or not the citation by Anderson
proves that documents in Masonry
where known as early as 1738 at least.
The use of such documents is proved
by the fact that many of them are
still in existance. In 1784 the Grand
Lodge of New York ordered that a
plate be engraved for Grand Lodge
certificates and a committee was ap-
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pointed to prepare the form of such
certificate. This is not the first use
of certificates in New York, for there
is now in existence a certificate is-
sued in 1763 by the Master, Wardens
and Secretary of the Worshipful
Lodge of Free and Capital Masons No.
2 of the registry of New York, certi-
fying that the bearer hereof, Richard
Fox, has been initiated, passed and
raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason and commending him
to any society of brothers to whom he
may present the certificate and also
states that he may lawfully and safely
be admitted without any demure. It
is “Given under our hands and the
seal of our Lodge in the year of Ma-
sonry 5763 and the year of our Lord
1763,” The signature of Richard Fox
appears in the margin.

A similar certificate was issued to
Alexander Cockburn by St . John
Lodge, No. 218 on the registry of
Ireland and dated May 3d, 1763. These
two certificates, one issued in New
York and the other in Ireland, the
same year, are almost identical in
wording.

Another certificate issued ten years
later reads as follows: “We the un-
dernamed, Doth certify that the bear-
er hereof Dan Darby hath been a
Worthy Member of our Society of
Free, Registered and Accepted Ma-
sons, in Little Britian No. 6, Where he
attended regularly this Eighteen
Months Last past, During which time
his conduct was well approved of, And
is hereby recommended as a Master
Mason: Given under our hands and
Seal of our Lodge This 2nd Day of
May, One Thousand Seven Hundred
and Seventy three.”

As showing that these certificates
were intended to serve as vouchers of
the Brother’s standing in the Fratern-
ity, I quote the following: “We Chiefs
of the Enlightened Men of the most
Ancient and Right Worshipful Lodge
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of St. John, do hereby Certify that

Brother George Peete Joshua of Lodge -

398 has been initiated in all the De-
grees of our Mysteries and has per-
formed all his Works amongst us to
the entire satisfaction of the Brethren.
Therefore We desire all the Right
Worshipful Lodges of the Universe
and all true Accepted Masons, to
Recognize and admit him as such. In
Testimony whereof we have delivered
him this present Certificate Sealed by
our Secretary with the Seal of Our
Lodge, and that it may not be of
Use to any one Else but unto the said
Brother George Peete Joshua he has
signed his Name in the Margin.
Given in the Grand Lodge at Dublin
the Metropolis of Ireland the 7th day
of August In the Year of Masonry
5813.”

As proof that these certificates were
not intended to take the place of the
regular examination, note the follow-
ing: “Lodge of Harmony, No. 569, City
of Chichester. These are to Certify
That our well beloved Brother, Wil-
liam Dearling has been made a Mason
and admitted to the Third Degree of
Masonry as registered in due form in
our Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, held in the Dolphin Hotel in
this City, And, having behaved him-
self as becometh a true and faithful
Brother: We recommend him to all
regular Lodges and Brethren through-
out the World, after due Trial and
Examination. Given under our Hands
and the Seal of our Lodge on the 18th
day of June A. L. 5791, A. D. 1791.”

A certificate issued in 1809 to a
brother who is about to start on a
journey commends him “To all our
Brethren, so that in whatever circum-
stances he may be, he may receive as-
sistance, help and consolation.”

Thus it will be seen that the use of
certificates is no “modern innovation,”
but that, on the contrary, they have
long had a place in Masonry. The
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trouble seems to be that the use of
documentary evidence has been over-
estimated on the one hand and under-
estimated on the other. This kind of
evidence should not be considered con-
clusive, when offered, nor an examina-
tion refused simply because it may not
be presented. There are no hard and
fast rules to be followed in the ex-
amination of a visitor. Such examin-
ation should be strict enough to satisfy
the committee that the visitor is in-
deed a Brother. If there is any
doubt in their minds they should not
recommend him. In arriving at their
decision, however, they should not be
limited to any particular kind of evi-
dance they may accept, nor should any
particular kind of evidence, as such, be
always oonsidered conclusive. The
Grand Lodge of Iowa has held that
“documentary evidence is of a high
order and should always be called for,
and never be excused in doubtful
cases. If there is a doubt, or in other
words, if the facts necessary to ad-
mit are not clearly proven, the appli-
cant should be rejected.”” On the
other hand, the absence of document-
ary evidence should not in itself ex-
clude the applicant, if by the usual
strict trial and due examination, he
is able to satisfy the committee.

A growing tendency on the part of
Lodges and Grand Lodges to demand
documentary evidence to prove that
a visitor is not in arrears in his own
lodge has been the subject of some
well merited criticism. If his own
lodge has not suspended him, the
fact as to whether or not his dues are
paid is not the concern of any other
Lodge. If the visitor takes the test
oath and his lodge is notified that he
has made the visit, nothing more
should be required so far as his dues
are concerned. The Grand Lodge of
Iowa took strong grounds on this sub-
ject when it adopted the following as
the test oath to be used in this state
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(see Proceedings Grand Lodge of
Iowa for 1905, page 369):

“I, , do solemnly swear that
I have been regularly initiated as an
Entered Apprentice, passed to the de-
gree of a Fellow Craft, and raised to
the sublime degree of a Master Ma-
son in a just and lawfully constituted
Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons, and that I am now a member
of the Order in good standing.”

Commenting on this, the Board of
Custodians, in making report, said:

“It will be seen that we omit from
the form the words, ‘That I am not
expelled or suspended and know of
no just cause why I should be,’ and
substitute in lieu of them the words,
‘and that I am now a member of the
Order in good standing.” A member
is in good standing, Masonically
speaking, until charges are pending
against him, even though there may
be just cause for charges, and we do
not think an examining committee
should be permitted to arraign, con-
vict, and punish him even on his own
plea of guilty. The cases are almost
without number where Masons have
violated some Masonic law that would
justify charges that pass unnoticed,
or with some brotherly caution, be-
cause the Lodge of his membership
covers his faults with the mantle of
charity with the hope of better results
than by hasty punishment. The non-
payment of dues is, perhaps, the most
common.”

Clipping Bureau

We have added several thousand
clippings from Masonic Magazines to
this department of the Library this
year, and are now better able to serve
the Brethren, by furnishing informa-
tion on subjects in which they may be
interested, than ever before. We are
also glad to report that the Brethren
are appreciating and making use of
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this Department. It is very seldom
that when a Brother asks for informa-
tion on some Masonic topic that we
are not able to find it in this Clipping
Bureau.

As an illustration of the interest
that is taken, we append herewith
some of the subjects that have been
asked for and that we have been able
to furnish during the past few weeks:

The Holy Saints John

St. John’s Day Celebration

St. John’s Day

St. John’s Day (in Harvest) 1917

St. John’s Day in Harvest: 1917

The Story of “Old Glory”

Democracy

Our Industrial Democracy

Deity and Democracy

Democracy and Masonry

The York Rite

The Ineffable Name

The Royal Arch Degree

The Holy Royal Arch

Royal Arch Masonry

The Fourth Degree

Necessity of the Boyal Arch Degree to
the Master Mason.

The Advantage of Becoming a Royal
Arch Mason

The Master’s Word and the Royal
Arch

Royal Arch Banners and Their Sym-
bolic Meaning

History of the Origin of the Original
Grand Lodges and the Royal Arch

The Capitular Rite :

Royal Arch History

Not the Lodge of Saint Andrew

The Origin of Royal Arch Masonry

The Origin and Development of the
Royal Arch

The Origin and History of the Royal
Arch Degree

Origin of the Royal Arch Degree

York and Scottish Rite

The Two Rites

The Rites of Masonry
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Capitular Masonry

The Chapter—What it stands for

Immortal Life

Freemasonry and Immortality

If a Man Die, Shall He Live Again?

After Death Shall We Live Again?

Shall We Live Again?

Science and Immortality

Masonic Emphasis of Immortality

God, Immortality and Duty

Evidence of Immortality

Immortality—The Circle

Immortality

Faith in Immortality

A Word For Immortality

The Landmarks of Freemasonry

What became of the Designs on the
Trestle Board?

What is Freemasonary ?
it Originate ?

Are You a Master Mason?

Masonry and Mormonism

Masonry an Interpreter of Life.

What am I doing for Masonry ?

What should be Expected of Us

Our Duty to Qurselves

The Duties of a Mason

The Masonic Virtues

Whence did

Practical Masonry

Attention is called in another part
of the bulletin to the act of the Shrine
in providing for a hospital for crippled
children. Scottish Rite bodies are al-
so doing a great deal of Practical
Masonic work. As an illustration of
this we quote the following as showing
what the Scottish Rite bodies of
Kansas City, Missouri are doing; sure-
ly this is a record to be proud of:

The Scottish Rite Employment Service

To you who have never walked the
streets of a big city alone, seeking
employment; to you who have never
felt the sting of being friendless; the
efforts of this department of the
Scottish Rite may seem uninteresting.
Embodied in its work is a story of
tears and shadows intermingled with
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a bit of sunshine. It is for many a
record of ambitions realized, homes
made happy, while for others a haven
from the storm.

Formed five years ago to render
practical service, free of charge, not
only to those of our membership, but
to any worthy person in the commun-
ity who needed assistance in secur-
ing honorable and lucrative employ-
ment, it has filled nearly 19,800 posi-
tions.

Hundreds of business firms depend
entirely upon the department for em-
ployees. Any worthy position is ac-
cepted, no matter how large or small
it may be. Applications have been °
placed in positions paying $7,000 per
year, while others during dire times
have accepted day work in preference
to charity.

In connection with its work is main-
tained a state wide employment serv-
ice comprising 27 towns and cities
throughout the State of Missouri. It
offers lodging house advice and service
as well as vocational guidance. The
department has been called upon to
give advice to thousands of applicants.

This work is maintained solely by
the Scottish Rite Bodies. It is inter-
esting to know that the average cost
of actually filling a position, under
this department, is the lowest of any
similar bureau in the country.

The Masons’ Relief Committee

A position is a boon to the applicant
but it will not pay the immediate de-
mands of a grocer or landlord whose
account is long past due. Bad health,
old age and injury tend to make many
a man despondent.

On September 15, 1915, a meeting
was called by the Employment De-
partment, of interested Masons. A
voluntary organization was formed
known as the Mason’s Relief Com-
mittee. This committee, hampered by
no restrictions except a sincere desire
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to aid the worthy poor of the com-
munity, has penetrated over 2,000
homes in the few years of its exist-
ence. It is furnishing day in and day
out, coal and groceries, paying rent
and insurance; supplying clothing to
children, their mothers and fathers.
It is ministering to the widow and
orphan and furnishing hospital and
medical attention to scores of men,
women and children.

It is supported entirely by contri-
butions from the Masons of Kansas
City. The work of the committee is
handled through the office of the
Social Service Department and is un-
der the direction of the Employment
Bureau Committee and representatives
of the various Blue Lodges of the
City.

A store room is maintained in the
building and is well stocked with
clothing and provisions. Over 10,000
vigits have been made into the homes
of the distressed by members of the
committee.

The Scottish Rite Home For Crippled
Boys

Out on the “Hill” stands a monu-
ment to Scottish Rite Free masonry.
Ten little fellows, broken in body but
cheerful in spirit, call it home; and so
it is—“The Scottish Rite Home for
Crippled Boys”. Here under the pro-
tecting wing of this Order, they are
being reared with all of the love that
men devote to their own children.
Here the Scottish Rite Bodies have
furnished a home, not a hospital or
institution, to care for the unfortunate
crippled boy who has all of the good
that medical skill can bestow upon
him and who is mentally alert. Here
the Board of Education is furnishing
teachers to school them for the battle
of life.

The home in its present building can
care for 15 boys. It is the only home
for crippled boys in the state. It is
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maintained by annual appropriation
from the Scottish Rite, together with
contributions from the brethren.

The Boy’s Council

To promote social and moral wel-
fare among the sons of Freemasons
and their chums. To teach duty to
God, their neighbors and themselves.
To demand of each clean living; high
respect for father and mother; defer-
ence to womanhood, love of country
and free institutions, is the creed of
“The Order of De Molay for Boys”.

Organized a year and a half ago by
the Social Service Department it has
grown from an organization of 9
until its membership now numbers
over 1,000 boys in Kansas City,
Missouri, ranging in age from 16
to 21 years. Eleven chapters
have been organized in Omaha, Nebr.;
Lincoln, Nebr.; Kansas City Kans.;
Pittsburg, Kans.; Lawrence, Kans.;
Trenton, Mo.; Kirksville, Mo.; Colum-
bia, Mo.; Gallatin, Mo.; Denver, Colo.;
and Minot, N. D. It is now a national
organization, presided over by a
Grand Council composed of Masons.

The boys have their own ritual,
robes, etc. Kansas City Chapter holds
their meetings on Tuesday evening of
each week in the Scottish Rite Temple.
They have an orchestra of seventeen
pieces and a choir.

At every meeting a prayer is given
for father and mother and the wards
of Masonic Institutions. It aims to
teach the boys only the finest in
American citizenship and decency and
they are taking to it in a most en-
thusiastic manner.

Scottish Rite Work in Texas

The Scottish Rite Bodies of Texas
are planning to erect dormitories at the
State University where Master Masons
and the daughters of Master Masons
can be housed at moderate expense while
attending the University. At the same
time the plan is to surround them while
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thus housed with a wholesome moral
environment, and as near as may be
with a home-like atmospherc. For this
purpose the Scottish Rite Bodies of the
state have pledged one-half the gross
income from initiation fees for three
years beginning with 1920 and one-third
the gross fees for two years following.
It is conservatively estimated that this
will realize a fund of $1,000,000. The
girls’ dormitory will be built first, and
later one for the boys. In the mean-
time a building has been leased and fit-
ted for a girls’ dormitory that will ac-
comodate over seventy students. This
was opened this fall and filled to capac-
ity from the start.

Steps have also been taken to create
a Students’ Revolving Loan’ Fund, from
which money will be loaned to young
men and women who would like to at-
tend the University but are unable to
meet the expense of such attendance.
As an illustration of what Masonry is
now doing in this Universty, we quote
the following from the Texas Freemason,
written by Marvin P. Baker, a graduate
of the Masonic Home School, who is
now educating himself at th'e University
by availing himself of the Student Loan
Fund of Julian Field Lodge of Fort
Worth,

It will be of interest to the Masons
of Texas to know what an important
role Masonry plays in our State Univer-
sity. There are among the students one
hundred fifty Master Masons, from thir-
ty to forty members of the Order of the
Eastern Star, and it is estimated that
over one-third of the students are the
sons and daughters of Masons. In the
faculty itself there are over fifty Ma-
sons.

In connection with Masonry and Ma-
sonic work there are in the University
several organizations of importance.
Since as far back as 1900, various Ma-
sonic bodies have been organized at
different times. Prior to 1913, however,
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these bodies changed names and mem-
bership constantly, and none were per
manent.

In 1913 an organization, kown as
the Masonic Club, was formed. Some
of the men of this club, having in view
greater things in the way of social and
home life for its members, orgarized the
Triangles. They immediately set about
renting a house and buying furniture,
and by October 1914, had completed
their plans and had about twenty men
in the house. This group then petitioned
the national body of the Acacia for a
charter, which was granted April 6,
1916. The chapter thus founded grew
rapidly until the war period when three-
fourths of its members withdrew from
the University to go into service.

In spite of this temporary decline in
membership, however, it has continued
to grow, and is now rapidly maturing
plans for a home of its own. It is run
and its members elected on the regular
fraternity basis. The only prerequisite
for membership being that a man must
be a Master Mason.

Another organization which has for
its purpose the study of the traditions,
prnciples and teachings of Masonry is
the University study club. This club
was organized November 7, 1917, by a
number of the students. It meets twice a
month, and for each meeting some man
is secured to make a speech on some
phase of Masonry in which he is well
versed. In connection with it, there is
now a movement on foot to organize in
the University an Eastern Star Club
similar to the men’s organization. The
local chapter of the Eastern Star is very
much in favor of the idea, and there is
but little doubt that it will be carried
out in the near future.

Brother C. P. Boon of San Antonio,
Texas is conducting “Study Course in
Masonry” in “The Texas Freemason.”
This consists of a series of articles deal-
ing with various phases of the symbol-
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ism of the Three Degrees of Symbolic
Masonry. These articles are well writ-
ten and contain a great deal of in-
formation in small space, but perhaps
of even more importance and value,
is the clear explanation of the wonder-
ful lessons contained in our -Masonic
Ritual.

In 1915 the Scottish Rite bodies of
Atlanta, Georgia opened a hospital,
for crippled children, in two small cot-
tages. They now have a building and
equipment worth $130,000 with a ca-
pacity of 56 beds which are maintained
at a cost of about $5600 per annum for
each bed. This hospital is open to
any crippled child without regard to
religion, fraternal affiliations or finan-
cial connections. The following is
taken from the foreword from the
annual report of the hospital and
speakes for itself:

“And behold, I show you a mystery!”

I will show you the mysteries of a
horribly mis-shapen pair of feet
changing under the deft hands of a
skilled surgeon to a set of normal ex-
tremities, and a pitiful hobbling child
converted to a romping, racing
youngster fairly exuding the joy of
living. ,

I will show you the mystery of a
distorted back, emerging gradually
but surely from mis-shape to true-
shape, from crookedness to straight-
ness; from a curve to a line.

I will show you the mystery of a
human being; the home of an immortal
soul; supposed to be created in the
image of God Himself; coming to the
hospital walking like a quadruped, and
a few months later standing upright,
looking his fellows in the face, and
out of the fullness of a greatful heart
saying, “This is the first time I ever
stood erect.”

I will show you a mystery of a
child that never walked at all. Strick-
en shortly after birth by that dread
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disease, infantile paralysis, it came to
us apparently a hopeless case, and yet,
after treatment, that same child left
the hospital, hand in hand with her
mother, the only indication of her
trouble being a slightly perceptible
limp, which will disappear with
growth and the approach of maturity.

Moon Dates

About half the lodges of Iowa still
hold their regular meetings on some
date governed by the moon. The re-
sult is that every year some lodges
find that their December regular falls
on or after December 24th, but this
discovery is not made until after the
November regular and to late to hold
their election of officers without dis-
pensation from the Grand Master. The
law provides that whenever the elec-
tion is not held before December 24th
the Master elect shall not be entitled
to the honors of a Past Master. This
penalty could have been avoided if
the meeting had been on some definite
week day not governed by the moon.
Let it be, say the first, second or third
Monday (or any other day of the

- week desired) in the month, and the

Brethren will know what it is without
having to hunt an almanae. Also the
election will not be changing from
December to November and back
again, so that the Brethren do not
know when their election should be
held. In the days when it was neces-
sary for Brethren to drive across
country in order to attend lodge, it
was very convenient to have the regu-
lar lodge meeting come at a time when
they could drive by the light of the
moon, but in the present day and age
there is no reason for Moon Dates.
Lodges should so amended their by-
laws that their regular meeting will
fall on a definite week day of the
calendar month.
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For Worshipful Masters
Some Common Errors in Parlimentary Law

It is the time for the election of
officers. It is assumed that a certain
Brother will be elected to a certain
office without objection. A motion is
made that the rules be suspended and
Brother “A” be instructed to cast the
unanimous vote of the lodge for broth-
er “B” for this office. That motion is
out of order. Section 76 of the
Masonic Code of Iowa prescribes the
method of electing officers and the
provisions of that section cannot be
avoided by a motion to suspend. Sec-
tion 14 of the Code provides that
neither Grand Lodge nor subordinate
lodge can suspend any of its laws.
Possibly the fact that this is some-
times done in Grand Lodge leads the
Master to think it can also be done in
his own lodge. If so he overlooks the
fact that Article IX of the Grand
Lodge Constitution provides that by
unanimous consent Grand Officers may
be elected by show of hands. Even in
Grand Lodge the motion to suspend
the rules is out of order since no rule
is suspended by such a motion. If it
required a suspension of a rule or law
the motion would be out of order, since
such action could not be taken. The
fact of the matter is that there are
several methods of taking ballot and
where the law does not prescribe the
metﬁod, it is in order, although it is
not considered good practice, to in-
struct one member to cast the unani-
mous vote of the body for another
member. Such a motion requires a
unanimous vote for its adoption but it
does not involve the suspension of
rules and therefore the provisions to
suspend should not be made a part
of the motion.

Another common error is, after a
paper or report has been read, to move
that it be received and placed on file
(or some other disposition of it), when
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the very fact that it has been read
shows is has been received. It was re-
ceived when it was permitted to be
read. The only time a motion to re-
ceive is in order is when a committee
announces that it is ready to report or
when some member states that he has
a communication or paper he would
like to present, and even then it is
usually received without a motion by
the presiding officer according the
floor to the member who makes the
request.

A motion very much misunderstood
is one to amend. Many think that
a favorable vote on a motion to
amend adopts the provisions of the
amendment. This is not the case.
All it does is to amend the motion
under consideration. For instance—if
a motion is made to fix the Secretary’s
compensation at one dollar a meeting
and it is amended by striking out
the words one dollar and inserting
$1.50 in lieu thereof, a favorable vote

~would make the motion read $1.50 in-

stead of one dollar, but it would not
adopt the provisions of the motion.
In order to adopt, the motion as
amended, must then be voted on and
carried. It may be that the wording
of the motion does not suit some
member and he moves an entirely dif-
ferent motion, on the same subject, as
a substitute. This is a form of an
amendment and a favorable vote
simply substitutes the latter motion
for the former, but does not adopt it.
Here again the motion, as amended,
must first be put and carried, before
the provisions of the substitute motion
are adopted.

The Masons of Minnehaha County,
South Dakota, have in contemplation
the erection of a hospital at a cost
of $250,000. This will mean an aver-
age cost of $175 for each Mason in
the county., ¥ When the need exists
Masons always rise to the opportunity.
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Joseph E. Dyas, Past General Grand
High Priest of the General Grand Chap-
ter of the United States, died suddenly
at Rock Island, Illinois, Thursday, Sep-
tember 2nd. He was at the time attend-
ing the annual conclave of the Grand
Commandery, Knights Templar, of Illi-
nois, of which body he was a Past Grand
Commander. On the evening before his
death, he attended the annual dinner of
the Past Grand Commanders of Illinois,
and appeared to be in good health. He
ate heartily and took part in the speaking
progrém, and it was not until the close
of the program that it was noticed that
he was ill. Medical attention was given
him but he became worse and passed
away at five o’clock the next morning.
Apoplexy and cerebral hemorrhages was
given as the cause of his death. He was
about 76 years of age and had been in
perfect health. He had many Masonic
friends and was much beloved by all. He
was well known to many Iowa brethren,
having made many visits to our Grand
Commandery, and was an honorary
member of that body.

A Midnight Soliloquy

O, that night’s black darkness would
forever engulf me within it’s inky
bosom, that I might never again be-
hold bright day. Cursed, thrice cursed
be the hour this horrid plot was con-
jured up among the discontented
craftsmen, all of whom but three did
withdraw before it was too late. But
alas, I with J. and J. did consumate
it most certainly and most cruelly.
What a piece of work is a man! How
noble in reason! how infinite in facul-
ty! in form and moving how express
and admirable! in action how like an
angel! in apprehension how like a
god! And yet when he sinks to crime
as we did, how low he can fall! how
vile he can become! But I must to
my work—it now is finished. Here
in this lonely spot I have dug a grave,
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and now must hasten back and with
my comrads in this awful crime
bear hither the body of the master.
(Moves slowly forward and some-
thing drops making a noise.) What
noise is that! O it’s nothing, nothing
but my guilty conscience, which makes
me start at every sound. — Here to
Mt. Moriah’s height I have come,
filled with soleful remorse, not know-
ing whether it were better to tarry
or flee. But having finished the work
of preparing a place to more com-
pletely hide from mortal sight, the
victim of our crime, I will tarry here
and await the appointed hour. Dreary
visions of the past, present and future
are passing through my distracted
brain. The horrid deed is done. Here
cold and mute, wrapped in the icy
cloak of death, the master sleeps. No
more, for him, the pomp and pagentry
of power. No more, the crowds of
craftsmen hurrying to do his deep de-
signs. No more, the temple proudly
rising o’er the hills, beckoning the
heavens to rest upon and bless its
stately columns. No more, shall these,
his high ambitions, gratify. O death
untimely! Yet, O timely death, wrest-
ed from life while yet his honors
clustered fresh around him, before the
fetid breath of calumny had marred
the splendor of his name, or slander

‘smirched the worth of his achieve-

ments. He has fallen, surrendering
all, all that the world holds dear,
power, riches, life, everything, yet,
holding fast his Masonic secret. O
integrity most rare! O fortitude most
grand! To him in future years, will
countless thousands sing their songs
of praise and laud the name of him
who death preferred, rather than
faithless prove, than trust betray.
Yet, Grand Master Hiram, though well
kept, thy secret stands revealed. I
read it thus—the Masters Secret, in
three words contained, truth, honor,
fortitude. (Bell) The midnight bell
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rings out the hour of meeting. My
comrades come. Now must we haste
away bearing the heavy burden of our
remorse.

Impressions by the Way

During the present year a number
of Grand Masters have had consider-
able to say about the lodge being used
as a vestibule to the higher degrees.
In several instances attention has been
called to flagrant abuses. In some in-
stances it is claimed that Entered Ap-
prentices in the preparation room have
been solicited to take some of the high-
er degrees and that petitions have been
given them to fill out and it is as-
serted that there are known cases
wherein a man who had received none
of the degrees of the lodge had signed
up a petition for the higher degrees
and even drawn his check in payment
therefore. Now we can’t blame Grand
Masters for taking up this subject in
a very vigorous manner for it is most
reprehensible and can only serve. to
bring the fraternity into disrepute.
As a fundamental principle it is uni-
versally agreed that no candidate who
has petitioned a lodge for the honors
of the fraternity should be solicited
for anything until after he has been
made a Master Mason. What he does
after that is his own affair and his
own business. There has been some
argument offered in favor of the
higher bodies requiring that a man
must have been a Master Mason at
least six months or a year before be-
ing eligible to petition for the so-
called higher degrees. Of course the
enactment of such legislation will be
-very difficult to secure and it is not
believed that it would tend to solve the
difficulty. Just now the right and
proper thing is for all Grand Masters
to see to it that the soliciting of can-
didates during the time they are re-
ceiving the degrees is stopped and
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Masters of lodges should be made re-

sponsible for the execution of an order

of this sort.

—The Illinois Freemason

Appreciation of Work Being
chomplished by Grand
Lodge of lowa

During the past year we have issued
the ninth pamphlet in our series of
Miscellany from the Iowa Masonic
Library under the title of “The
Science of Freemasonry.” This is a
summary of brief talks by Robert D.
Graham (who has shown himself a
great friend to our Library), in which
may be found words of advice to can-
didates and information of value to
Master Masons.

The following are the topics dis-
cussed: Telling it to the Newcomer
and Reminding the Old Timer; Voting
and Committee Work; A Heart to
Heart Talk; Visitors and Visiting; The
Problem of Freemasonry; The Craft
at Work; Friends and Brothers—
making the pamphlet of some 24
pages.

Another is that of “A Vest Pocket
History of Freemasonry” of 24 pages
written by Brother H. L. Haywood, a
member of our Research Committee
and for their use. This gives a brief
story of the early history of our
Fraternity as viewed by our Masonic
writers together with the bibliography
of works consulted.

These two pamphlets have been
very generally distributed—not alone
in Iowa but in other jurisdictions. We
are constantly in receipt of letters
from Grand and Past Grand Officers
of other states telling us how much
they have appreciated these pamphlets
and how much they have helped them
in their talks to the Lodges. Some
Grand jurisdictions have written de-
siring to secure from one to five thous-
and copies for distribution to their
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new members. Several individual
lodges in other states have offered to
purchase from three to five hundred
copies of both pamphlets for distribu-
tion to their members. We thought
we were issuing a very large edition
of both but find we are unable to
comply with all these requests. We
are, however, taking under considera-
tion the' re-publishing of both
pamphlets so as to permit any lodge
to purchase copies, if they may de-
sire, at a price barely enough to cover
the cost of printing.

We are about to issue a second
geries of “The Science of Freema-
sonry”’ consisting of further papers by
Brother Graham on the topics of:
Hand to Back; Nine Rights of a Free-
mason; Documentary Evidence; Ma-
_ sonic Burial; Brotherhood of Man,
and the Mission and Purposes of Free-
masonry. They will likely make a
pamphlet of about 20 pages and will
be found to contain valuable informa-
tion, that the rank and file of our
members desire to know, all told in
such plain language that any brother
can understand and fully appreciate.

Should any of our Lodges or read-
ers of our Bulletin desire to secure
copies of these, kindly write us that
we may know how large an edition to
publish of the same.

Order of De Molay For Boys

In another part of the Bulletin is a
reference to the Order of De Molay
for Boys in Kansas City, Missouri.

This order originated in that city
about a year ago and since that the
applications have been received for
about 300 charters. The order is for
the sons of Masons, and their chums
from 16 to 21 years of age. It’s pur-
pose is to teach principles in line
with Masonry and for this purpose it
has a fine ritual.

The first chapter of this order in
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Jowa has been organized at Cedar
Rapids. The consistory in this city has
granted them the use of their temple
two nights each month. On these
nights the boys meet regularly and are
taught parlimentary practice and
other helpful matters and they also
have a good social time. At each meet-
ing one or more Masons are present
to act as advisors and helpers.

We hope that the Masons in other
cities will take up the work and that
we may soon see several of these
chapters in Iowa.

Identification Cards have been sent
out to the lodges in sufficient number
to last two years. On request of
several Brethren these cards have
been made a little smaller than those
formerly issued, so that they will fit
an ordinary card case without fold-
ing. Every Brother receiving one of
these cards should immediately sign
his name in the margin and the
Secretary should so instruct him when
he issues the receipt. Without this sig-
nature the purpose of the receipt as
an identification card fails and the
card instead of being a protection be-
comes a source of danger.

Word comes to us that some lodges
have members who have not taken
their examination on the third degree
though they have been Master Masons
for many years. This is to be deplor-
ed. A Master Mason who does not
prepare himself for this examination
soon after his raising will loose inter-
est in Masonry since he will fail to
receive from the order many of the
benefits that would otherwise be his
as a Master Mason. Since he cannot
take any part in the affairs of the
lodge he feels that he is not one of the
Brethren. This can hardly be avoided
and therefore he should make special
efforts to remove this disability as
soon as possible. Masters of lodges
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should impress this fact on all their
members and strive in every way to
reduce the number of those who are
thus disqualified from participating in
the affairs of the lodge.

Shriner's Hospital For Crippled
Children

At the last meeting of the Imperial
Council of the Mystic Shrine, a resolu-
tion was passed levying an assess-
ment, for a Shrine Hospital for Crip-
pled Children of $2.00 against each
individual Noble, which assessment
must be paid at the time of paying
dues and before Jan. 1st, 1921. A
committee, consisting of seven Nobles
from the leading Shrines in the
country, held a meeting recently at
St. Louis to take action relative to
putting into effect the work proposed.

This, in our opinion, is a very com-
mendable project and should meet
with the hearty endorsement of every
Temple in the country. Here is an
opportunity of doing a great good to
many crippled children and of making
the Shrine a worthwhile Institution.

The State of Iowa was the first in
America to start a similar Institution,
it being in connection with the State
University at Iowa City. This Insti-
tution has been doing wonderful work
and has attracted the attention of
prominent men all over America. We
hope that other states will put into
operation a like institution in the near
future.

We have recently added a number
of little booklets to the Library, en-
titled “The Gospel of Freemasonry,”
being a series of twelve sermons on
Masonic subjects written by Uncle
Silas, Bascom B. Clark, of Madison,
Wisconsin. The proceeds from the
sale of this little work are used ex-
clusively for the most deserving Ma-

T X Xit.
sonic charity and we cannot refrain
from referring to the story of the
great work that the author of this
booklet is doing as it has been told to
us.
There is a sweet little crippled girl,
whose soul i8 as pure as the saints,
whose Father was once a member of
the same Lodge as “Uncle Silas,” but
who demitted and moved away to In-
diana and died, leaving her Mother
and “Little Mabel” destitute. It was
shortly after this that the little Girl
was stricken with spinal menengitis
and left a cripple for life, walking
only by the aid of crutches. Four or
five years ago, her Mother was strick-
en with a malignant cancer and an
operation performed in Minneapolis,
their temporary home. Coming to
Madison three years afterwards on a
temporary stay, the mother had to
have the second operation. About this
time “The Gospel of Freemasonry”
began to be read generally and at-
tracted much atetntion and “Uncle
Silas” promised the Lord that hed
publish these in booklet form and give
the proceeds to “Little Mabel and
Mamma.” They were in no way re-
lated to him, excepting by the tie that
forever binds the Mason to his trust.
The books are published entirely at
his expense, the gross receipts going
to these poor deserving souls, who
bear their afflictions with the courage
of a Jacques de Molay. Even the
printing and postage goes to relieve
the distress of two of God’s anointed
Christian women who deserve a better
fate than has been theirs.

This Brother is surely living his
Masonry and we trust that the readers
of this article may find here an op-
portunity to be of real service by the
purchase of one of these “Gospels.”
They sell at $1.00 a copy and are
full of material which will prove most
interesting to any Master Mason.
Should any of our Brethren wish to
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purchase a copy, we would ask them
to kindly get in touch with Bascom
B. Clark, 33°, Madison, Wisconsin.

Problem of Freemasonry

There are two million men in the
U. S. A. that are identified with the
Craft of Freemasonry. These men
constitute the very best of the citizen-
ship of the country. They are promin-
ent in every movement that seeks to
better civil conditions and to improve
the welfare of the community. They
are the men who demand protection
for women and education for children.
They demand and have helped to se-
cure liberty of conscience and freedom
from spiritual tyranny. They will not
countenance, far less tolerate, lawless-
ness in any form. They are the men
who support and uphold the hands
of government, and when the consti-
tuted authorities weaken and become
derelict in their duty these are the
men who by precept and example en-
force the law.

These are the men that America
looks to today to preserve the institu-
tions of this great people, the struggle
that seems just ahead of us. It is
right and proper that these men
should take this position because the
foundation of the American Govern-
ment was laid by Freemasons. The
Constitution was written by Freema-
sons and in its hour of struggle it was
preserved by Freemasons, and today
as the dark clouds gather upon the
horizon, these are the men who have
quietly and determinedly resolved to
preserve and defend the constitution
and Government against all comers,
be they religious or political.

What is this strange cult that binds
its votaries to its Altar by bands of
Love and Fraternalism, and yet stands
its members forth, ready and willing
to lay their lives upon the Altar of
Freedom? Their loyalty never ques-
tioned; their devotion never doubted,
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but ever and always a Freemason's
plighted troth to that which is right
and sacredly sealed with their blood
when necessary. Yea, verily Free-
masonry presents a problem to the
enemies of America and American
Institutions.

The Scottish Rite News, San An-
tonio, Texas. —
Several secretaries have complained
that some other secretaries, in issuing
demits, do not give the dates on which
the demitted member received his
degrees. This necessitates consider-
able correspondence in order to obtain
this information. Each secretary
should keep a Masonic record of all
of the members of his lodge and when
he issues a demit, place this record on .
the back of it so that the secretary of
the new lodge, with which the brother
affiliates, may also have the same
record. The secretary of the new
lodge must furnish this information to
the Grand Secretary when he makes
out the annual returns of his lodge
and a great deal of unnecessary cor-
respondence would be avoided if each
secretary would be careful to put the
information on each demit he issues.
We feel sure that the officers would
be more careful in this respect if they
could see the letters received by the
Grand Secretary from brothers or
their families who cannot establish
their Masonic rights because lodge
records have been destroyed and their
own Masonic record cannot be obtain-
ed. The most common cases are fifty
year Masons who cannot establish
their right to the honor as required
by the Masonic Code. Also of the
widows, mothers and daughters who
cannot establish their right to petition
for membership in the Order of the
Eastern Star, or in other cases their
right to Masonic Charity. “Brother
Secretary, if this applies to you, will
you not please be more particular in

this respect.”
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Magnificent Volume on “Spain”

Brother Joseph Fort Newton, on his
recent visit to his old home in Cedar
Rapids, presented the Library with a
choice volume on “Spain” by Albert
F. Calvert, a Brother well known to
the Freemasons of America. This is
an interesting quarto volume of some
896 pages, beautifully illustrated with
black and white plates and many
pages of colored plates, numbering in
all some 1700.

The volume is one of the most com-
prehensive surveys of the monument-
al, historical and archaeological works
of Spain ever issued. It is a pictorial
summary of the culture of Spain from
the days of Roman occupation to the
present time. The colored views are
from the brush of Trevor Haddon, one
of the well known artists of our day.

In this book, page after page is
devoted to the wonderful Cathedrals
of Alhambra and Granada, one of
which shows the magnificent court of
lions, together with beautiful illustra-
tions of the famous Moorish Palaces
that have attracted hundreds of visi-
tors year after year.

The text is as interesting as are
the pictures. Brother Calvert has
surely made a thorough study of all
that pertains to the history of that
wonderful land and her people and
given us views that will recall to the
minds of the pilgrims of Spain the
great fascination of light and color
with which that peninsula delights her
vigitors. In this land is to be found
the grandest and gloomiest failures
of modern times. The wonderful
views of the long deserted Alcazar,
together with the magnificent carving
of hundreds of figures and the high
altar of the Toledo Cathedral; the
views of the Royal Armory of Madrid,
one of the most wonderful in the
world; the Cordovia Cathedral and its
peculiar choir loft, with all the rooms
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of the same beautifully illustrated,
together with its wonderful tapestries
and decorations being here displayed
in beautiful form.

The work closes with a chapter de-
voted to the origin and antiquity of
bull fighting in Spain—a past time in
which the Romans and Moors took an
equal delight.

The entire volume is all that could
be desired by those seeking informa-
tion regarding that interesting land,
and we are very grateful to Brother
Newton for leaving this choice work
with our Library.

The ldeal Lodge

The ideal lodge is one where each
individual member takes an active
interest in the business and work of
the lodge; has understanding and
knowledge of the monitor, with a pro-
found sense of the noble truths it
teaches. Imbued with these attributes,
he infuses into his own life the lead-
ing ideas and lessons of each degree,
and is thereby enabled the better to
build for himself and others a greater
temple of character. Nobleness of
life depends upon its consistency and
clearness of purpose. Every Mason
should have dignity and faith in him-
self that he may have faith in others.
He should be strong and true. Never
boastful, but always tolerant, reliable
in all things, honorable, unselfish,
faithful in his obligations. He should
stand for uprightness and right living,
never yielding in his support to law
and order. Those moral attributes,
virtue, sobriety and Godliness, are
basic essentials that he should live up
to, if he would command the respect
and fraternal regard of all high-mind-
ed Masons. Craftsmen endowed with
the foregoing qualifications can make
any lodge an ideal one.
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For Better Education

The Grand Master of Alabama in an
address to the Craft in that State on
the subject of education, says:

“As long as ignorance, falsehood
and crime—the three great assassins—
are alive and abroad in the land, the
death of Hiram will be unavenged.

Hiram is the symbol of Truth. Ma-.

sonry is the apostle of Light. We
owe it to ourselves and to humanity to
capture and put to death ignorance,
falsehood and crime. How can we
contribute to this end? Only by es-
tablishing public education for all the
people on a firmer and more sure
foundation in Alabama as well as in
the rest of the country.

“Illiteracy has assumed alarming
proportions in our state. Illiteracy, the
inability to read and write, has
brought with it dangerous compan-
jons. Ignorance and crime follow in
its footsteps. Poverty and oppression
accompany it. Social and industrial
unrest are the natural outcome and
result. ’

“Our ancient enemy is taking full
advantage of this lack of proper school
facilities. Rome is advancing money
for colleges and supplying teachers to
teach our boys.” :

What Masonry Teaches Us

A few days since a gentleman out-
side the Masonic Fraternity asked us
what Masonry taught. We will an-
swer what it teaches us, and he will
tell us whether the lessons be good
ones or not.

It teaches us that alone we are al-
most powerless, and that as others
help us over rough and dangerous
places, so should we do unto others.

It teaches us to look up for that
Light which will be an unerring guide,
and that no matter how often we
forget, there is a place where we may
gain information.
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It teaches to be kind of heart, to
cultivate friendly feelings; to not tell
all we know; to be circumspect, and
to realize that others before us have
walked the road we are in, and that
others will after we are gone.

It teaches honesty, industry, frugal-
ity and liberality of thought.

It teaches us to be as careful to
preserve the good reputation of a
brother as we would have to be care-
ful to preserve ours; to be very care-
ful not to say, or hint, or insinuate
anything against him and his honesty,
and the better man and brother he is,
the more careful should we be to help
keep him so, and to encourage him
to be more so. And it also teaches
us to be careful and not report what
he has told us at any time or place
where it could be construed to his dis-
advantage or injury.

It teaches us to look upon every
Mason as a younger brother, to be
watched over, helped, encouraged, pro-
tected, cared for in sickness, and care-
fully laid away after life’s fitful trials
are ended.

It teaches us to defend virtue; to
never tell a falsehood; to build up,
protect and encourage the poor and
the laborious, no matter whether of
our fraternity or not, and always to
work for the best interests of one’s
country.

It teaches us virtue, sobriety, dis-
cretion, earnestness, and charity to
aid, with a beautiful faith in God and
His goodness.

It teaches us to defend the honor
of a brother; to stand between him
and danger; to be as careful of the
good name of a brother’s loved ones
as of our own honor; to look upon
them as as sacred objects at all times,
for whom we are ready to spill our
blood, if need require this test of
knightly honor, and that we should
study to so love and act as to never
make a brother ashamed of us, or to
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wound his feelings, or cause him to
other than love us for our worth,
honor, goodness, virtue, nobleness, and
thoughtful care.

It teaches us to be kind to all; to
always befriend the poor, no matter
who or where found; to forgive as we
would be forgiven; and to speak not
against a brother, but kindly to him,
face to face, when he has erred, or
is likely to.

—Missouri Freemason

]

What Masonry Needs

Masonry needs Masons more than
it needs members. Were every mem-
ber a Mason in all that the name
signifies, were the education that Ma-
sonry gives thoroughly comprehended
by men, and established as the uni-
versal system of ethical instruction
for human guidance and conduct, and
its form of government adopted and
put into effect by nations and states
everywhere, there would be such a
forward step in all the uplifting, en-
nobling and altruistic things of life
that the smoke and thunder and sav-
age cruelty of war, with the selfish-
ness, bitterness and hatred that have
80 long nurished them, would disap-
pear, never to return, and the first
gleaming rays of the millennium would
ere long be flashed to every part of
the earth, and “Peace on earth, good
will toward men,” would be made a
reality. :

“Then let us pray that come it may—
As come it 'will for a’ that—

That sense and worth, o’er a’ the earth
May bear the gree, and a’ that,

For a’ that, and a’ that,
It’s coming yet, for a’ that,

That man to man, the world o’er
Shall brothers be for a’ that.”

—Exchange
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Your Lamp

Masons should have but one lamp
by which their feet, head, heart, and
hand should be guided—that is the
lamp of friendship and brotherly love.
This lamp will guide you in the right
paths; it will keep you on the solid
road; it will give you warning to
those with whom you meet, and is
safety against a collision with the
vices and sins that so easily beset
mankind. Keep this lamp well-trim-
med and filled with oil, and your life
will not be contaminated with the
roughness of the world.

Teaching by symbols is the oldest
known method of imparting instruc-
tion. Clement of Alexandria, who was
initiated into the Egyptian as well as
the Grecian mysteries, and who wrote
two hundred years after Christ, says
in his fifth Stromata that the Egyp-
tions and Hebrews made use of hidden
symbols to impart divine wisdom to
those who were initiated into holy
things. Just what led to the intro-
duction of symbolism as a means of
instruction is not known. It is pre-
sumed, however, that the men who
formulated Masonry realized its value
as an educational medium and adopted
it.

Wealth is only loaned to us by God.
We are His almoners to dispense
it for some good purpose. We are
bound to be the almoners of God’s
bounty, not tax gatherers to take away
what others have collected. As a
father stands in the midst of his
household and says what is best for
his children, so are we to stand in the
world and endeavor to do what is
best for our Brethren of the Masonic
tie.

History teaches us that whenever
there is a great work to be accom-
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plished, the man to lead is ever ready
and members of our noble craft are to
be found in the vanguard of those who
work for progress and the enlighten-
ment of the people.

The mission and aim of Freemason-
ry should be to uplift the individual
life of every member. We should not
be content with a beautiful ritual,
faultlessly rendered, nor should we be
satisfied with the exhibition of dra-
matic or spectacular work, but should
rise above and endeavor to make men
better, wiser and consequently hap-
pier. This is the aim of Freemasonry.

‘When independence was pronounced,
there were but three small govern-
ments—Switzerland, San Marino and
Anderro which recognized the rights
of the people to rule. Today, thirty
of the thfrty-eight governments of the
world float republican banners. Let
us remember that the glory of Mason-
ry does not come from our Lodges
having magnificent temples, nor from
our elaborate ceremonies, but our
strength and honor comes from the
lives of our members who endeavor to
show to the world that they are seek-
ing to practice its teachings and
trying to live beautiful and upright
lives.

Our lodges need, in some instances,
to be reminded that the conferring of
degrees is not by any means all there
is of masonic work. Too often we
fear it is only too true that lodges
“have no work on” when there are no
degrees to be conferred. Yet this
should not be. The first and chief duty
of a master is not to confer degrees,
but to instruct the brethren or to
cause the same to be done by a fit and
proper person in his absence. Even
‘when there is degree work to be done,
it should not usurp the entire time of
the lodge. No wonder it is that so
many lodge members tire of attending
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meetings at which nothing but degree
work is done. It would often be far
better for the master to introduce
attractive lectures or papers by well-
skilled brothers in the lodge on regu-
lar meetings, and, if necessary, to
postpone a part or the whole of the
degree work to an emergent meeting.
Lodges are mainly for the instruction,
the improvement and the mutual ben-
efit of their members, and not re-
cruiting grounds for the craft. And
masonry is a beautiful system of
morality, and not an organization
whose chief aim is its own aggrandise-
ment.

The Masonic Observer of Minne-

apolis, Minnesota contains the follow-
ing from the Argus-Leader of Sioux
Falls, South Dakota:
' “Jefferson, Sept. 29—This year the
Catholic parochial school here added
a full high school course, with the
result that so many of the pupils of
the public schools enrolled in the
parochial school that the public
schools were left with only a mere
handful of pupils. In view of this it
was decided that it was inadvisable
for the public schools to continue with
a full corps of teachers and several
were dismissed. Only one teacher was
retained.”

This is only one of many small
cities where the parochial school has
driven out the public school. It thus
happens that the few residents of
such communities who are not mem-
bers of the denomination conducting
the parochial school are forced to send
their children to schools where sectar-
ianism is taught or forego their edu-
cation. Let us as citizens not forget
the lesson taught in the late war “That
education of all children of the United
States in American Public Schools is
the one and only sure method of mak-
ing them Americans in fact as well as
in name. Parochial schools are ‘Homes
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of the Hyphenated Americans’ ”. “The
Public School System, as conducted in
America, is a part and parcel of our
system of government. Whoever op-
poses it opposes the government, for
it is the chief cornerstone, and sup-
port of free institutions. Break down
the free school system, and political
‘and religious freedom is doomed. The
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons is fighting to keep the public
school system from being dominated
by church or creed, and lends all as-
sistance in its power to perfect it.”

On the other hand the Roman
Catholic Church is the enemy of the
public school. That being the case it
is well to bear in mind the fact that
the record of the parochial school is
not good. Compare the countries in
which the parochial school has full
sway with those which have public
schools and the statistics of illiteracy
will tell the story. Even in our own
country the results are not hard to
find. The New Age quotes the fol-
lowing from the American Citizen of
October 1:

“Msgr. Francis H. Wall, addressing
a congregation in St. Charles Bor-
romeo Church in New York City, de-
clared: ‘More than 60 per cent of the
children brought into the children’s
court are Catholics.

“At the same meeting Judge Collins,
of the children’s court, gave out furth-
er figures, which is a damaging blow
at the moral influence of the Roman
Church and its system. Judge Collins
is a Roman Catholic. This is what he
said:

“‘In the children’s court, 145,000
cases are brought up each year. Six-
ty per cent of these are Catholic chil-
dren, 30 per cent Jewish, and the re-
mainder of all other faiths. And this
despite the fact that one-fourth of the
population of this city is Catholic.
Sixty-five per cent of the boys in Re-
formatories are Catholics.”
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It is time that attacks upon our
public schools by Roman Catholics
should cease.”

An American - Creed

On motion of Senator Lodge this
American creed, written by Senator
Spencer of Missouri, was printed in
the Congressional Record:

“To me the creed of America is:
A country founded upon absolute jus-
tice to all, with the door of oppor-
tunity open wide and with facilities
for general education everywhere
available; a place where the fullest
liberty prevails and where every man
and woman is equal before the law.

“This creed means to me: A thril-
ling pride in the ‘glorious history
which has established it ang loyalty
to the principles which it declares;
and a determination by every means in
my power, that it shall be transmitted
to the next generation untainted and
unweakened.”

Thos. A. Hallett, one of our Dis-
trict Lecturers, formerly residing at
Des Moines, writes us from Los
Angeles, where he is now making his
home. He states that the more he
sees and hears of the ritual of other
states, the better he likes the Iowa
form and that he does not feel like
transferring his membership from old
Pioneer Lodge No. 22, although he
may not return to Iowa to live.

The Masons of Ft. Wayne, Indiana;
Detroit, Michigan; Little Rock,
Arkansas; St. Louis, Missouri; Kansas
City, Sioux City, Davenport and Des
Moines are all planning on building
magnificent Temples. Those in,
Iowa are to cost between one and
two million dollars, while in some of
the other places they are to cost three
or more millions.
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An OIld Masonic Magazine

The other day in looking over the
pages of ‘*‘The Craftsman,” a Masonic
Magazine published at Rochester, N. Y.
in 1829, we came across some very inter-
esting items, some of which we here re-
publish believing they are too good to
remain hidden in the forgotten pages of
this old magazine.

What Do You Know About it?—My
uncle was a particular man, he had been
in the fierce contest of our Revolution,
and had followed the standard of Wayne
in the Indian expedition—accordingly he
was a most interesting old soldier. I
remember well, how we little folks used
to hang around him as he recounted the
scenes of war. The old man is gone—
died a Christian soldier. One lesson I
learned from him, which I shall never
forget—ncver to utter about men or mat-
ters of life, what I do not personally
know. He was a bitter enemy of the
hearsay family. One question settled the
matter with him—“What do you know
about it?” His plan was to believe noth-
ing for which the retailer would not con-
sent to be responsible. Would it not be
of vast importance to society if every
man would think of this question?
“What do you know about it?” How
much scandal would be saved; how
many dark surmises and unkind suspi-
cions would be choked in their birth!

Varity—The wotld is like ~ vast sea;
mankind like a vessel sailing on its tcm-
pestuous bosom. OQur prudence is its
sails, the sciences serve us for oars, good
or bad fortune are the favorable or un-
favorable winds; and our judgment is
the rudder, without this last, the vessel

is tossed on every billow, and will find .

shipwreck in every breeze. In a word—
obscurity and indigence are the parents
of vigilanoe and economy; vigilence and
economy, of riches and honor; riches
and honor, of pride and luxury; pride
and luxury, of impurity and idleness;

IOWA MASONIC LIBRARY 27

and impurity and idleness again produce
indigence and obscurity.

Time—I saw a temple, reared by the
hand of man, standing with its high
pinacles in the distant plain. The storms
beat upon it, the God of nature hurled
his thunderbolts against it, and yet it
stood as firm as adamant. Revelry was
in its halls; the gay, the happy, the
young and the beautiful were there.—I
rcturned—and lo! the temple was no
more; its walls lay in scattered ru‘ns;
moss and wild-grass grew rankly there;
and at the midnight hour the owl’s long
cry added to the deep solitude, the young
and gay who revelled there had passed
away'.

I saw a child rejoicing in his youth—
the idol of his mother and the pride of
his father.—I returned, and the child
had become old. Trembling with the
weight of years he stood the last of his
generation, a stranger amidst the deso-
lation around him.

I saw the oak standing in all its pride
upon the mountain—the birds were carol-
ing upon its boughs.— I returned, and
that oak stood leafless and sapless; the
winds were playing at their pastimes
through its branches.

“Who is this destroyer?” said I to my
guardian angel.

“It is Time,” said he. “When the
morning stars sang together with joy
over the new made world, he com-
menced his course; and when he shall
have destroyed all that is beautiful of
earth—plucked the sun from his sphere
—veiled the moon in blood—yea, when
he shall have rolled the heavens and
earth away as a scroll, then shall an
angel from the throne of God come
forth, and with one foot on sea, and one
on land, lift up his hand toward heaven
and swear by heaven’s eternal—Time is,
Time was, but Time shall be no longer !”

“Is there no way,” said I, “to render
Time a blessing instead of a curse?”

“Yes,” said the angel, “by laying hold
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of him as he passes by he will waft
you sweetly to blessed immortality, but
by neglecting him, and suffering him to
pass unheeded, he will bear you swiftly
through waves of trouble to a deep gulf
of woe. He rolls on most rapidly, and
will soon land you beyond his influence,
where he who made him will reward
you for your conduct towards him. If
you would be happy, you must esteem
him of infinitely more value than gold
or silver. Grasp each moment as it
flies and spend it in doing good. Min-
utes are worth dollars; and sixty years,
the number allotted to man in this world,
if well spent, are to him who spent them,
even after they are numbered and fin-
ished, thousands of worlds, yes, eternity!
but the same number of years spent in
sin, will prove to him to whom they be-

long, a curse as deep as hell. Be wise,

O man! before it is too late.”
Embalming—Perpetuating the perishable
with more pains than we take to save
that which is immortal.
Debates—A useless wagging of tongues
where the noses have been already
counted.
Ditch—A place in which those who have
taken too much wine are apt to take a
little water.
Doze—A short nap enjoyed by many
people after dinner on a week day and
after text on Sunday.
Marriage—Taking a yoke-fellow, who
may lighten the burden of existence if
you pull together, or render it insupport-
able if you drag different ways.

At the time of the publication of this

magazine, the Anti-Masonic excitement .

was at its height and a great deal of
space is taken up with this matter. In
the issue of February 17, 1829, appears
the following:

We are informed by a gentleman, who
vouches for the correctness of his state-
ment, that at a recent inquisitorial meet-
ing, for the nomination of town officers
in Jefferson County, it was formally re-

January, 1921

Vol. XXIIL
solved, that if they could not carry the
election through the medium of the bal-
lot-box, they would place their candi-
dates in power at the point of the bayo-
net. Valumns of comment might be writ-
ten to prove the ruthless and revolu-
tioning character of the anti- masonic
faction, but the fact like the foregoing,
speaks forth its unhallowed nature at
once, Freemen of New York! do you
join and sanction the unholy league
against virtue and worth?

In the issue of May 19, 1829 appears
an address by the Grand Master of
Georgia, delivered at the laying of the
corner stone of the Masonic Hall at
Augusta. In this address he said it was
their hope with the assistance of God,
to rear an edifice, contrived by Wisdom,
supported by Strength and adorned by
Beauty; which when completed will be
dedicated to God, to Masonry, and to
Universal Benevolence. He then briefly
enlarges on his thought, and passes on
to the opposition which Masonry was
then meeting. He states that even if the
charges of their enemies were true, it
simply involved a few misguided mem-
bers of the Order and in no wise affected
the principles of Masonry. The fact that
there was a traitor among the disciples
of Christ, and there were evil men
among the members of His church, Cid
not disprove the teachings of the Master.
“But Morgan has given you the secrets of
Masonry.—Do you believe it? For the
sake of argument, I will admit all he has
published to be true, (although by the
universal consent of mankind, a perjured
man is not entitled to credit, and accord-
ing to his own account he has perjured
himself,) and what have you? You have
certain signs, words, and grips, and the
ceremonies of initiation into the several
degrees. Do these make you a Mason?
Do they convey to your mind any truths
or principles worthy to be treasured up
in the heart and practiced in the life?
If this be Masonry, do you believe that
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so many great, pious and worthy men, in
every age and country, would be its
votaries—contribute their money to its
support, and their time and talents in the
study and dissemination of its principles?
Answer for yourself—I answer No! But
the way to test the matter is this: Let
some man commit Morgan’s book to
memory, and present himself to the door
of any lodge in the world, and claim ad-
mission. My word for it, he will never
pass the inner door. Masonry is founded
on the oracles of truth, and professes
faith in God, hope in immortality, and
charity to all mankind. Let Masonry
be tested by the rule prescribed by
Gamaliel to the persecutors of the
Apostles. “If this counsel or this work
be of men, it will come to nought, but if
it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it.
‘Brethren this is the will of God, that
with well doing ye put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men.’”

Death of Henry C. Alverson

Brother Henry C. Alverson, Sover-
reign Grand Inspector General for the
Scottish Rite in Iowa, and Grand
Chancellor of the Supreme Council,
died at his home in Des Moines, Octo-
ber 28. He had been sick for some
months but until a few weeks before
his death he thought he was on the
way to complete recovery. Brother
Alverson was a member of all the
Masonic bodies, both York and Scot-
tish Rite. He was knighted in Temple
Commandery of Des Moines in 1882
and served as Commander in 1887 and
1888. He received the Scottish Rite
degrees in 1891, K. C. C. H. in 1892
and the 33rd degree in 1895. On June
10, 1897 he was appointed Deputy for
the Supreme Council and elected an
active member of the Council in Octo-
ber of the same year.
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With the Craft in lowa

Several lodges have outgrown
their present quarters and are plan-
ning to build new temples. Recently
the Masons of Waterloo had a meeting
and voted to build a six story building
of reinforced concrete which will cost
approximately $300,000.

Veritas lodge No. 392 of Audubon
are planning the erection of a temple
to cost about - $40,000. Immanuel
Lodge No. 405 of Blanchard have
bought a building which they plan
to convert into a lodge and club room
and will also be equipped with dining
room, kitchen and library.

Osage Lodge No. 102 of Osage, has
purchased property on which they ex-
pect to build a three story structure
with electric elevators and all modern
club conveniences.

Brother Robert Tipton gave a very
fine address at the annual observance
of St. John’s Day at Waterloo. Fully
700 brethren were present and listen-
ed to the address with great interest.

A. T. Meredith of Des Moines has
been appointed Deputy of the Supreme
Council for the Scottish Rite Bodies in
Iowa, thus temporarily filling the
place made vacant by the death of
Brother H. C. Alverson, until the Su-
preme Council shall elect his successor.

On March 23rd Mt. Olive Lodge No.
79 of Boone celebrated the raising of
their five hundredth member and on
December 9 they had another special
meeting at which they raised the six
hundredth member. The degree was
conferred in the afternoon and after
supper addresses were given by the
Grand Master and by Brother Shimek
of the Research Committee.
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Several lodges have held meetings
in honor of their brethren who have
been members in good standing for
fifty years or more. Especially has
this been done on the occasion when a
fifty-year certificate has been given to
such members. Recently Riverside
Lodge No. 389 of Colfax thus honored
Brother Joe Rogers of that place;
Lyons Lodge No. 93 of Lyons held
such a meeting in honor of four of
their members: Brothers Augustus
Johnson, Geo. W. Ashton, Franklin
Fellows and Ed. Showerman.

Mt. Calvary Lodge No. 95 of West
Liberty thus honored three members.
Brothers Jont Maxson, John Gatlon
and Thomas W. Stoop

Another form of special meeting
that is becoming very popular is a
Past Masters night. Several lodges
. have held such events at which the
work was done by Past Masters. Such
meetings keep the Past Masters in
touch with the work of the lodge and
we hope the practice will continue to
grow.

Last October, Ally Lodge No. 578
of Dows City held a special meeting
at which they raised four brothers,
work being done by the brethren from
four . different lodges: Dennison,
Charter Oék, Dunlap and Dows City.

On Thanksgiving Day Grand
Master Jesse A. West laid the Corner
Stone of the new Italian Presbyterian
Church at Des Moines . At this cere-
mony the principal address was given
by Dr. S. A. Fulton, Pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church of that city.

Brother Chas. A. Dewey of Wash-
ington as Deputy Grand Master, dedi-
cated the new Masonic Hall of Ten-
nyson Lodge No. 530, at Barnes City.
Brother J. C. Allen gave an interesting
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history of the lodge and a very fine
address was given by Brother Shimek
of the Research Committee. Tenny-
son lodge has lost their hall three
times by fire but each time they have
dauntlessly gone forward and rebuilt.

On December 26th the Masonic Hall
at Burlington was wrecked by fire.
This is the second fire in this build-
ing within a year. Insurance to the
amount of $8,100 was carried but it
is not thought that this will cover the
loss. Eighty years ago last November
this lodge received it’s charter and
for some time they have been hoping
to celebrate their eightieth annivers-
ary in their new building. This they
will not be able to do until spring and
in the meantime they will have to
secure other quarters. We understand
that the Elks and the Knights of Co-
lumbus of Burlington have each offer-
ed the use of their hall until the Ma-
sons can move into their new building.

On October 8 Iowa City Lodge No.
4 celebrated it’s Seventy-Eighth An-
niversary. About 400 brethren were
present, including the Grand Master,
Grand Secretary and other Grand Of-
ficers. The third degree was conferred
by the Past Masters of the lodge. A
very important feature of the program
was a .historical sketch by Brother
John Springer. Robert Lucas, the
first Governor of Iowa was a member
of this lodge as was also Samuel J.
Kirkwood, Iowa’s War Governor.

On December 17 Fidelity Lodge No.
288 of Humeston celebrated the Fifty-
third Anniversary of the granting of
their Charter. About 90 brethren
were present and the third degree was
conferred by Past Masters. A history
of the lodge was read by the Master.

On November 19 Purity Lodge No.
283 of Casey celebrated their Fiftieth
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Anniversary. Grand Master Jesse A.
West was present and gave an address
on the subject of public schools.

Other lodges which celebrated their
Fiftieth Anniversary were: Arcana
Lodge No. 274, New Hampton, and
Pymosa Lodge No. 271, Atlantic. Two
of the Charter Members of Arcana
Lodge are still living, Bro. James F.
Babcock aged 87 and his brother Dr.
A. Babcock, 77.

Several lodges have been holding
semi centenial celebrations and we are
glad to know that at these celebra-
tions lodge histories have been pre-
pared and read. We trust that these
have been put into permanent form
and become a part of the records of
the lodge. We would also be very
glad to receive copies of such histories
for the Library. Here they would be
available to any Brother in the state
and their preservation in permanent
form would be assured, in case the
lodge records should be destroyed as
has so often been the case in the past.

For the second time this year
Brother Frank A Foster of Mason’s
Home Lodge No. 192, has conferred
the third degree upon a son of his.
Last spring at Perry he conferred the
Master’s degree on his son John A.
Foster and in October he conferred
the same degree upon his son Fred
H. Foster at a meeting of Pioneer
Lodge of Des Moines.

Amber Lodge No. £69 of Quick, not
long ago conferred the Master’s degree
upon a father and his three sons, near-
ly 300 brothers and visitors being
present.

On October 28th Mount Hermon
Lodge No. 263 of Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
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celebrated its fiftieth anniversary by
unveiling a bronze memorial tablet
in honor of the 116 members of the
lodge who served their country dur-
ing the late war. In introducing
Brother Moore who unveiled the tab-
let, Brother Joseph E. Soukup said
no one was better qualified to perform
this service than Brother E. R. Moore
who is a Past Master of the lodge,
Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge

. of Iowa, a veteran of the Spanish

American War and Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Iowa. Brother Moore’s address
was very impressive and filled with
patriotism. As he called upon the
former soldiers to rise the lights
went out and a spot light played on
the tablet as it was unveiled. The
brethren present paid their respects
to them by rising and appplauding.
The principal speaker of the evening
was Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, a mem-
ber of Mount Hermon Lodge and well
known to all of the Masons of Iowa,

"who had made the trip from New

York City for the purpose of being
present on the occasion. Brother
Newton spoke in his usual impressive
and eloquent manner and endeared
himself afresh to the Masons of Ceda
Rapids. .

TRUE BUILDING

“I watched as the toiling workmen
Were laying the corner store

Of a temple to stand in the foreground
And built for its strength alone.

‘Twas not of the weaker or baser
Or laid of the crumbling stone
But from granite hewn and wrested,

Ne’er under its load to groan.

So let us build for a future
Our cornerstone to lay

In the school that harbors our children
And fashions their work and play.”
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(The Twenty-third Psalm

(Arranged by John R. Mott, a native of Iowa.)
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The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want for
rest, for He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures.

I shall not want for refreshment, for He
leadeth me beside the still waters;

I shall not want for forglveness, for He
restoreth my soul;

I shall not want for guidance, for He leadeth
me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake;

I shall not want for companionship, yeas,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, thou art with me;

I shall not want for comfort, for Thy rod
and staff they comfort me;

I shall not want for sustenance, for Thou
preparest a table beforz me in the presence of
mine enemies;

I shall not want for joy, for Thou annointest
my head with oil and my cup runneth over;

I shall not want for anything in this life, for
surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life;

I shall not want for anything in the life to
come, for I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.
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In the Road by the Side of a Friend

'Tis only a half truth the poet has sung
Of the house by the side of the way;
Our Master had neither a house nor a home,
But he walked with the crowd day by day.
And I think, when I read of the poet’s desire,
That the house by the road would be good,
But the service is found in its tenderest form,
When we walk with the crowd in the road.

So I say, let me walk with the men in the road,
Let me seek out the burdens that crush,
Let me speak a kind word of good cheer to the weak,
Who are falling behind in the rush.
There are Wt:iunds to be healed, there are breaks we must
mend,
There’s a cup of cold water to give;
And the man in the road by the side of his friend,
Is the man who has learned how to live.
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Then tell me no more of the house b{' the road,
There is only one place I can live,

It’s there with the men who are toiling along,
Who are needing the cheer I can give.

It is pleasant to live in the house by the way,

And befriend, as the poet has said,

But the Master is bidding us, “bear ye their load,

For your rest waiteth yonder ahead.”
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I could not remain in the house by the road,
And watch as the toilers go on,
Their faces beclouded with pain and with sin,
So burdened; their strength nearly gone.
I'll go to their side, I’ll speak in good cheer,
I'll help them carry their load,
And I’ll smile at the man in the house by the way,
As I walk with the crowd in the road. .

Out there in the road that goes by the house,
Where the poet is singing his song,

I'll walk and I'll work midst the heat of the day,
And I'll help falling brothers along.

Too busy to live in the house by the way,
Too happy for such an abode,

And my heart sings its praise to the Master of all
Who is helping me serve in the road.

—W. J. Gresham.
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THE SCIENCE OF FREEMASONRY
SECOND SERIES
By ROBERT D. GRAHAM, President, International Association of Masonic Students

“HAND TO BACK”

Hand to Back; a brother falling—
His misfortune is too great,
Stretch the generous hand, sustain
him,
Quick, before it is too late.
Like a strong, unfaltering prop,
Hold the faltering brother up.

Hold him up; stand like a column;
Hold him up; there’s good stuff in

him;
Hold him with his head toward
heaven;
Hold him with the lion’s grip.

—Rob Morris.

My Brother, at a very solemn
moment in your Masonic experience,
you stood and at your back was placed
a hand. That hand represented the
executive forces and powers that are

present in Freemasonry. You may
never know in this life just what was
the Occult or Escoteric meaning of
the experiences through which you
were then passing but there is a phase
of that experience to which your at-
tention should now be drawn.

The first line of the verse quoted at
the commencement of this article
draws attention to a condition that
should not be permitted to exist—“A
Brother falling.” Why allow him to
reach the place where he can no long-
er stand erect before extending the
helping hand? The rest of the verse
has the thought that I would like to
emphasize and it will be a good thing
for you to memorize that part of it.

You are now in a company of
friends and brothers. You are the
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equal of any of them and we trust
that you will consider matters in that
light. Sustaining this relationship,
what is there more appropriate or
natural than for you to seek out ways
whereby you could prove yourself of
genuine service. It appears at times
as if some brethren think that pass-
ing a cigar or jollying a little and
being a good fellow is the sum total
of brotherhood. As a matter of real
experience, we have found that most
of the jollying seems to come from the
fellow that is receiving the benefits
or help, but when he in turn is ex-
pected to reciprocate, oh well, that is
another story. The froth of life; the
loud voice; the smutty story; the
sharp edged repartee and all that sort
of thing are not in any sense of the
word evidences of genuine good fel-
lowship and brotherhood. The great
teacher of Galilee said that we would
be held accountable for every idle
word and what a reckoning some men
will have. That, however, is the af-
fair of these same men and concerns
us only in so far as we get mixed up
in it. The “hurrah boys” of life is
like the froth on a glass of not
much more than gas and somewhat
stale at that.

Did you ever hLonestly try to help
some brother or his family to im-
prove their condition? Have you ever
tried to make the road a little bit
easier and smoother for anyone?

There are some things that you can
always keep in mind, and one is that
every man has at least two glaring
and outstanding faults. Another is
that every human soul has its Geth-
semane to pass through before it can
reach even its Calvary or its Resur-
rection morn and the very men that
seem to you to be so strong and force-
ful and great, were you to stand
where they stand and know as they
know, you would learn of the loads
being carried that you have never
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dreamed of. Have you ever gone to
the woods and, strolling amongst the
standing giants of the forest, come
across some great big fellow that the
storms of the last winter had toppled
over and when you look him over, find
that the heart had been eaten out of
of him, and while the outside appear-
ance looked solid and sound, in real-
ity all the strength of root and sap
had gone into that same outside. In
the same way, you will find that real
men, those that are worth while, do
not carry their “hearts upon their
sleeves” and you will have to search
in order to find a place where you can
be of genuine assistance. It is this
searching habit that I am pleading
with you to cultivate. No need to
suggest that idle curiosity is as far
as the poles from what I am describ-
ing. There are two very good reasons
for this cultivation—first, the effect
upon yourself and second, the effect
upon the recipient.

In discussing the first of these rea-
sons, ever keep in mind that Freema-
sonry deals strictly with the individu-
al member in his exercise of service
to God and a distressed brother and
you will find that your service to |
God will attume you to service for |
your brother that will keep him from |
becoming distressed.

Now, on the square, have you ever
gone out of your way to help, aid or
assist anyone, and this where no in-
jury could accrue to you or to yours in
the slightest degree? Have you ever
stepped out of your way or given up
vour rights in order that some other
man might receive material benefit?
Has there ever entered your own soul
the unspeakable blessing of knowing
that you have helped another soul at
the expense of your own interests?

My brother, what I am driving at
is the selfishness of the human heart
and to eradicate which, Freemasonry
in a measure exists. All our work,
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all our degrees, all our teachings lead
men into brotherhood, seeking each
other’s welfare as their own. This will
require positive and continued effort
on your part and constitutes part of
the thing you left the Lodge of the
Holy Saints John to do.

The effect upon the recipient of your
favor and help will be very largely
determined by the character of those
you have benefited, but you can al-
ways depend upon this, that you will
make few mistakes when you are
dealing with members of the Craft.
Many a brother has spent his’ life in
drudgery when just a slight addition
to his income would have given him
ease and plenty and many a load, that
has finally crushed the one carrying it,
could have been eased and reduced if
brethren had only shown a little prac-
tical Masonry. It is to keep the bro-
ther from falling that we should try.
If he has gone down, by all means help
him up, but a thousand times better
to help him so that he won’t go down.
Perhaps he is himself to blame for his
condition. That is not your affair. He
now presents an opportunity for you
and the rest is between the brother
and his God. Don’t forget that wheels
go around and that the under part of
the wheel today may be the upper part
tomorrow and positions entirely re-
versed. It is not a long road from
“shirt sleeves to shirt sleeves” and we
have seen some men travel the whole
distance.

I know of a Grand Master of a
western jurisdiction who tried to dis-
sipate the benevolent fund of that
jurisdiction and who today is entirely
dependent upon that same fund which
the brethren of the jurisdiction kept
intact in spite of the aforesaid Grand
Master.

“Do ye also unto others as ye would
they should do unto you.” Therefore
place your hand to the back of your

brother while he is on his feet and as-
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sist him to remain on his feet an
upright man and Mason.

“Hold him up! stand like a column,
Hold him with the Lion’s Grip.”

Research Committee Lectures

Brother Shimek, of the State Uni-
versity of Iowa, has given over thirty-
five addresses before our Iowa Lodges
since the first of the year. The meet-
ings-in connection therewith have all
been held under the auspices of the
Research Committee of the Grand
Lodge. These addresses have been
received with a great deal of interest
everywhere and many of our Brethren
who have heard his splendid talks have
sent requests to the Library asking
for printed matter along various Ma-
sonic lines; also asking many ques-
tions which have demanded answers
by letter. These queries show how
much the Brethren are interested in
the study of Masonry and are anxious
to learn more regarding its workings.
Our Research Committee is endeavor-
ing to send out a large amount of
material for the use of the Brethren
and the Clipping Bureau has been
called upon very frequently.

From Brother Shimek’s talk to the
Masors of Cedar Rapids, we give
some quotations, through our good
friend Brother Lazell, which we think
will prove of interest to our many
readers:

“Since the war we have been mak-
ing members at a tremendous rate.
Have we been making Masons as
well? Have we tried to teach the
many hundreds coming to us what
Masonry really is and what it really
means? Have we, as a Grand Lodge,
been so jealous of our jurisdictional
rights, so lacking in mutual trust
that we could not work together ef-
fectively? The organization of the
Masonic Service Association proves
that we can get together.
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What then is the problem now be-
fore us? When the time comes for
united action, we are ready, but in
the meantime, what is there for us to
do that the Fraternity may continue
to do its proper work?

I have a high regard for the techni-
cal work of the Research Committee,
soaring aloft for the vision or digging
down for the facts to interpret and
make plain some of the hidden mean-
ings of Masonry, but after all, the
most important work is neither in
digging nor in soaring. The indi-
vidual Mason may spend as much time
as he pleases in the development and
solution of some special historical
problem and the Committee will give
him all the help it can. But after
all, that is not the real purpose of
Masonry. Masonry must walk closer
to us—it must walk with us and
make itself the rule and guide of our
life else it fails of its real purpose.
The Committee, in attempting to solve
this problem, has arranged a series of
meetings all over the state. We are
not concerned so much as to whether
Adam and Cain, Noah and Alexander
or Frederick the Great were Masons
as we are in the question as to
whether you and I are Masons—not
what Masonry was, but what it is.
That is the purpose of the Committee
in holding these meetings.

You may have some better way.
If so, go ahead and use it. Are you
willing to stop with these meetings?
I hope not. The Speakers’ Bureau
will provide Speakers for you for a
short time—Brothers who will be glad
to tell you some of the things that
seem to them to be desirable—to pre-
sent to you some things concerned
with the future of Masonry. Make
use of them when you can and call
upon the Committee when you think
we can be of service to you. It is
not our object to entertain or amuse,
but to present the matter in such a
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way that you may carry away some-
thing worth while—some serious
thought of the future as a result of
such meetings as this. But do not
stop there. Do not be satisfied with
a meeting once or twice a year. Have
your little meetings in your own
Lodge. There are plenty of oppor-
tunities for talks in the usual course
of the work: for instance in the five
minutes interval between candidates,
at the business meetings and at other
times. Let someone always be ready.
It need not be an extended sort of
speech *but just a little talk along
some sensible, helpful line.

What are some of the things that
may be considered at such a time?
Well, what are some of the things
most worth while to you as a fruit
of your Masonry? Are they not the
personal experiences that come from
the work—your own help, your own
thoughts, your individual feelings? It
seems to me that Masonry means
nothing so much as the turning of
one’s attention upon one’s own life.

Different men find responses to the
work in different ways. Always it
will be in response to the instrument
that is within himself. Ask the new
member what impresses him most.
You will find that one will be touched
with the solemn silence of the mid-
night hour; another with the general
idea that every man is a traveler
upon the level of time, and so on.

Why do we meet here? Is it be-
cause we think it will help us in our
business? Surely not. Is it because
of the beauty of the work? Partly.
But is it not principally because of
the human bond between us, because
we all, from whatever walk we may
come, meet upon the level, leaving the
hustle and bustle of life, and forget-
ting our differences?

More and more, as I visit the work
of the Lodge, I find myself analyz-
ing my own feelings and my own atti-
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tude towards life. I ask myself, what
is your purpose in seeing this work—
what is there in this work that I can
apply to my own life—what is there
in it that will make me a better
man, a better husband, a better father
—what is there in it that will help
me to become a more loyal citizen?

Shall we carry our Masonry out of
our lodge rooms? I know some men
who are earnest church workers on
Sunday and scallowags the other six
days of the week. Shall we be that
kind of a Mason? Are we Masons
just while we are in the lodge? Shall
we not carry our Masonry into our
home; into our business? Does not
that ancient phrase to ‘subdue our
passions and improve ourselves in
Masonry’ mean something more than
a mere repetition of words?

Think of the young men who went
out from among us during the great
War—fifty thousand of them failing
to come back. They were loyal to
every one of the duties that came to
them through their citizenship. And
think of the Mothers that sent them.
Upon the face of this earth there is
nothing so sweet; nothing so powerful
as the influence of a Mother. The
Mother is God’s own sweet angel of
sympathy and those Mothers — how
bravely they met their duty; how they
prayed and were given courage to
send out their boys with a smile upon
their faces though the agony of sepa-
ration was tearing at their hearts.

So I think that if I can carry my
Masonry into my daily life, I shall be
a good Mason. Too often we are so
anxious to reach the heights of Ma-
sonry that we forget the opportunities
all around us. When I hear men talk
sometimes of the higher Masonry, I
think of an experience of my own.
It was at the Cumberland Gap and 1
was in the valley with its luxuriant
foliage; with its great wealths of ferns
and flowers and the birds singing all
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around me in the sunlit air of the
dewy morning. I shall always remem-
ber how noble were the oaks; how
stately the chestnuts; how full of
beauty the zaleas and the rhododen-
drons. There was the sunkissed cloud
of mist over one of the lower slopes
and the song of the brook over the
rocks in the bottom of the canyon—
everywhere around me the atmos-
phere was one of cheerfulness and
beauty.

But I wanted to discover what was
on the top of the mountain and so I
climbed up, step by step, often pain-
fully, finding some things of interest,
to be sure. But at length, in the heat
of noon, I reached the summit and
found it to be a barren rock with
scarcely a living thing growing upon.
it. All was barrenness and scorching
death. I looked across to other moun-
tain tops and wished I could reach
them, until the reflection came to me,
‘Why should I seek them? They will
be exactly like this.” Then I returned
to the scene of beauty I had left in
the morning, but by the time I had
reached it, the gloom of departing
day was upon it—the flowers had
closed; the birds had ceased to sing
and I missed all the opportunities that
had been so abundant in the morning.

So I think, my Brethren, it is with
our Masonry. We say, ‘Wait until I
get farther up in Masonry,’ or ‘Wait
until I attain a greater measure of
wealth, a higher position in society, a
little more intellectual distinction and
then I will make my life that of a
model Mason.” And we wait and wait
and our finer feelings cease to func-
tion; our sensibilities become seared;
our enthusiasm wanes and at length
we realize that our life is barren and
we fain would go back to the beauty
and the joyous opportunities of the
earlier years—but then it is forever
too late.
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If we will remember these things;
if we will seek to carry the principles
of our Order into our daily activities;
then the world will be the better for
our Masonry.”

Annual Meeting of Grand
Lodge

The Grand Lodge of Iowa will meet
this year in Waterloo, commencing the
14th day of June and continuing
through to the 16th. Prior to the
meeting, the Grand Lodge School of
Instruction will be held, commencing
Friday, the 10th, and closing Monday,
the 13th, The School will convene
morning, afternoon and evening in
the Masonic Hall, save the Monday
evening session, at which time the
Third Degree will be conferred in the
Opera House. The Board of Custo-
dians will be present to examine any
Brothers who may desire to take ex-
aminations for commissions as Dis-
trict Lecturers. Any Brother con-
templating taking this examination
should notify one of the Custodians
early after his arrival at Waterloo.
These Schools being open to all
Master Masons, it is hoped that a
goodly number of members of the
various Lodges adjacent to Waterloo
will be present and avail themselves
of the opportunity of attending same.
A full attendance of the District
Lecturers is especially desired.

All sessions of the Grand Lodge
will be held at the Waterloo Opera
House on the East Side and the Grand
Lodge will open promptly at nine
o’clock on Tuesday.

The Headquarters of the Grand Of-
ficers will be at the Russell-Lamson
Hotel, where the Grand Master and
Grand Secretary will have rooms on
the Parlor Floor and where a list of
all Committees, with location of
rooms, will be displayed.
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The Committee on Credentials will
have a desk in the lobby of the Hotel
and all parties entitled to representa-
tion in Grand Lodge should report to
this Committee early after their ar-
rival and secure cards of admission to
Grand Lodge. ’

The Committee on Visitors will
have a desk in the lobby of the
Hotel and will also be at the entrance
of the Opera House to issue tickets of
admission to all visitors.

Application cards will be mailed to
the Worshipful Master of each Lodge
for representatives, on the back of
which cards will be found a blank
proxy. One card will answer for all
three members unless two or more be
proxy members, in which case it is
necessary to have an additional card
with a proxy blank filled out for each
proxy member.

Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers
and Committeemen should report to
the Grand Secretary and receive their
cards of admission. Brethren appoint-
ed on Committees should, if not of-
ficers of their Lodge, secure proxy of
one of the three principal officers,
thereby making them members of the
Grand Lodge.

A ‘special announcement circular
will be mailed to the Master and
Secretary of each Lodge in Iowa and
any Brother intending to visit the
Grand Lodge should by all means see
this circular and so be posted as to
what is necessary before coming to
the sessions.

The Grand Lodge meeting is for the
purpose of receiving and acting upon
the reports of its officers and for the
transaction of such other business as
may properly be brought before that
Body. Each Chartered Lodge in the
state is entitled to three Representa-
tives, who are the three principal
officers or their proxies (provided
they are members of the same Lodge).
Every Grand and Past Elective Grand
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Officer is entitled to representation
and we trust there may be a goodly
number of such present. All Master
Masons in good standing may attend
the sessions of the Grand Body.

Be sure and make certain, when
assigned to a room at any hotel, that
you understand definitely how many
persons are to occupy the room and
what rate per person is to be charged.
By doing so, you will guard against
any error or misunderstanding re-
garxding price of room.

The Local Committee will issue a
special circular and send to each of
the Lodges, giving all information
which they may desire regarding the
sessions and what entertainment they
will have for the Brethren. We feel
certain the Masons of Waterloo will do
everything in their power to make the
coming meeting a successful one. The
Brethren of Waterloo have always had
the reputation of being royal enter-
tainers and are always ready to show
the visitors the sights of the city, their
faetories, fine residence district and
parks, including a drive to Cedar
Falls where the State Teachers’ Col-
lege is located.

The ladies of the Eastern Star have
always been good entertainers and
ready to see that the ladies attending
Grand Lodge are well looked after
during their stay in the city. We can
assure all those who plan on attend-
ing this year of royal treatment at
the hands of the people of Waterloo.

The list of Grand Officers and Com-
mittees will be found in the announce-
ment circulars mentioned above.

Annual Meeting Imperial

Council Mystic Shrine
The Imperial Council of the Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine, U. S. A, is to
hold its forty-seventh annual session
in the city of Des Moines, June 14, 15
and 16th. They are coming to Iowa,
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“There’s where the tall corn grows.”
This will be the first time that any of
the National Bodies, composed of
‘members of the Masonic Fraternity,
have ever met within the confines of
our state. All Iowa will welcome the .
Nobles.

It is to be regretted that the Grand
Lodge of Iowa, A. F. & A. M., meets
at Waterloo on the same dates. It is
also to be regretted that the Constitu-
tion of the Grand Lodge fixes the date
so that it is impossible to have it
changed.

Des Moines is getting ready for
this occasion—she has the facilities;
has raised the money, $125,000, for
entertainment, and has the disposition
to do the same up in a big way. Com-
mittees have been appointed who have
been at work arranging and planning
for the entertainment for sometime.
Railroad rates have been secured. Ar-
rangements have been made with the
Pullman Company whereby all sleep-
ers will be parked in close to the
busingss portion of the city.

A very large number of Temples
have already signed up for hotel ac-
commodations and for their bands and
patrols and we doubt not that they
will have one hundred thousand visi-
tors In the city during the week. The
city has forty-three hotels, several of
them being the largest and best
equipped in the state.

We understand that more genuine
Oriental entertainment will be offered
in the city of Des Moines than has
ever been tendered by any city in
which the Nobles have met. The
mayor and business men of the city,
together with the Governor of the
State, have all sent greetings to the
Officers of the Imperial Council. We
understand the Capitol Building will
be beautifully illuminated and a fine
entertainment will be given there for
the visiting Nobles.



42 QUARTERLY BULLETIN

Great parades will take place on
Tuesday and Wednesday of the week
and on Thursday they are planning

for a wonderful gathering at the State

Fairgrounds, at which time all the
Patrols and Bands will be present. We
also understand that they will have a
large barbecue at the Fairground on
this day.

Arrangements are already made for
the parking of at least 40,000 autos
and we have no doubt but that a large
number of the Nobles of Iowa will go
to Des Moines by auto.

The sessions of the Imperial Coun-
cil will be held at the Princess Theater
which has recently been refurnished
and handsomely decorated.

Around the World Aboard the
U. S. Steamer New Hampshire

Brother Anderson, a 32° Mason, has
been giving a very interesting account
of his travels around the world on
Board the Steamer New Hampshire,
to which he has been assigned. He
has taken advantage of visiting
the Masonic Bodies wherever the
steamer lands and his account of these
visits is exceedingly interesting.
Parties who do not receive the New
Masonic Advocate, published at In-
dianapolis, will find this article alone
worth the subscription pricé of $1.50
per year. g

From a circular letter just received
from the Masonic Veterans’ Associa-
tion of Iowa, we quote the following:

‘“Arrangements are now being made
for the meeting of the Association at
the Grand Lodge this year to be held
at Waterloo. It happens that the Im-
perial Council of the Shriners will
be held in Des Moines on June 14, 15
and 16, which are the dates of the
Grand Lodge, but we are expecting
that the Grand Lodge will speed up its
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proceedings and hold an evening ses-
sion or two so that the members may
leave Waterloo on the afternoon of
Wednesday, June 15, in time to reach
Des Moines for the big parade that

" night.

Under the circumstances, our usual

banquet will probably be held on Tues-.

day evening, June 14, whereas this
convention, as you know, is usually on
Wednesday evening.”

A History of the People of

Iowa
Under the above title, a very inter-
esting and valuable volume has lately
been issued from the Torch Press of
Cedar Rapids. The Author of this
work is Cyrenus Cole, well and favor-
ably known as an Editor throughou
Iowa. :
Part I of the Volume is devoted to

the discovery and possession of the

land west of the Mississippi, tracing
from the beginning on through to the
Louisiana Purchase and of the Iowa
country from about 1673 to 1804.

The second part is devoted largely
to the history of Indians who occupied
this land from 1804 to 1833 and gives
a splendid account of the various
tribes that occupied the Iowa country
down through the years, closing with
the Blackhawk War; also giving an ac-
count of those who took an active
part in the same and referring to the
passing of the Indians from this coun-
try.

Much space is devoted to the settle-
ment of the country during the ter-
ritorial days, from 1833 to 1846. He
would include as pioneers only those
who came to Iowa prior to the organ-
ization of the state, while those who
arrived in Iowa after the begin-
ning of the state and previous to the
War, might be termed as early set-
tlers. The Volume gives a splendid
tribute to the pioneers; also to the
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early settlers who came to the wild
country and who helped build and
make Jowa what she is today—one of
the best states in the Union.

Mr. Cole’s account of the transform-
ation during the early days, of affairs
leading up to the Civil War and after
and of those who were prominent
during these trying times makes ex-
ceedingly interesting reading. The
events occurring between the years at
the close of the Civil War and down
to the present time are very well writ-

ten and make valuable history. He,

could not well write of this period
without giving his views of the politi-
cal situation and also his estimate of
the men who have been prominent in
our State and National history. Mr.
Cole was fortunate in having intimate
knowledge of all those who were
prominent during the period which he
reviews. While we all may not agree
with his statements regarding some
of the men who have been promin-
ent in our history, yet we must
all accede that he has given us a very
fine account of the men and events
covered by the same.

In his closing chapter, which he
entitles ‘“A Postscript Personal,” he
says: “I have written not only of the
prairies, but I have written of savages
who paddled canoes on unmapped riv-
ers; of explorers and adventurers and
missionaries; of men who felled the
forests and subdued the land; of those
who toiled and fought and died; of the
sturdy and strong; of the determined
and the valiant who helped to make
this state; of the wise and the unwise
who made and unmade her laws—
but with all my writings I have felt
that there was something omitted,
something left out of the story. And
that something is the part that women
played in the making of Iowa.”

He then pays tribute to the pioneer
women of Iowa, closing with these
words: “There were dismal days in
summer and stormy ones in winter.
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Drizzling rains and driving snows
found every leak in the roofs and
every crevice in the walls of the
cabins. In a few cramped rooms the
women had to carry on the intermin-
able work of living. Cooking and
washing and sewing and sleeping all
had to be done in a few rooms, and
often in only one. Broods of children
had to be cared for, and there must
always be a welcome for even the
stranger. But for the best of them
and for the noblest, labor was love
and love was labor.”

The tribute he pays to his sainted
Mother is one of the most beautiful
we have ever read and we wish that
all of our readers might read the full
chapter referred to. In speaking of
her love of books and the interest she
took in whatever he wrote, he says:
“But books around evening lamps were
not all of life. The out of doors in
the sunlight and the twilight were
also much, or even more, to that
mother. She taught me to love the
fields and all that in them is. She
was mindful of the flowers and the
trees, of the growing corn and lowing
cattle; of the lark in the meadows
and the eagles soaring in the
skies. She watched for the coming
and going of the water-fowls when
the sun changed in his course. And
all these things are forever associated
with my memories of her. I never
see a prairie lily in bloom, and I
never hear a whip-poor-will calling,
that I do not think of her in the
beautiful days of old. My delight in
them comes from the delight she had
in them. And could any of us ‘have
loved the earth so well if we had had
no childhood in it?’”

Then, in most beautiful language, he
says that she never finished telling
her story of Iowa, for one afternoon
in the spring, the threads of her re-
membrance and her life were broken
and she passed away, after having
lived nearly four score of years.
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A Brief Visit to the Headquarters of the Masonic Service
Association and of the National Masonic Research Society,
Publishers of the Builder, at Anamosa.

Having a little time in Anamosa
the other day, we thought we would
spend it at the Headquarters of the
two National Associations above re-
ferred to. The building is beautifully
situated, near the top of a hill and
within a few blocks of the business
part of the city. It is built back some
distance from the street, thus giving
a fine lawn in front with beautiful

Partial View of
pine and spruce trees and many flow-
ering shrubs all over the grounds,
making the place very attractive.

The Building is a large, fine, two
story and basement structure, for it is
on the side of the hill so that the
lower floor is a full story and from
the back presents the appearance of a
three story building.

Entering from the front, through a
large cement portico with pillars on
either side, one comes into the vesti-
bule, on one side of which is a cloak
room and on the other side a wash-

room. Just beyond the vestibule is a
wide hall in which is a large table
covered with magazines, a fine leather
davenport, in front of which is the
stairway and by the side of which
runs a hall leading into the office of
Brother Schoonover. Here he may be
generally found seated with a big pile
of correspondence in front of him,
.with books of reference handy and

Reference Room
filing cases everywhere. Just off
from this room is a little sun parlor,
with its swinging seat and magazine
rack close by. A side door also leads
off from this office into the steno-
grapher’s room where we find Miss
Holmes, Private Secretary to Brother
Schoonover, busy planning the work
over which she has charge.
Returning again to the front hall,
we enter through large, double glass
doors, into a beautiful room in which
we find elegant book cases, double
decked, with glass doors and well filled
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Front View of Building

with hundreds upon hundreds of
splendid volumes of Masonic lore, to-
gether with a fine reference library
for work and a good general library
on almost any subject. This room is
presided over by Brother M. H.
Roberts who is always busy in the
preparations of Bulletins for the Ma-
sonic Service Association and of the
Trestleboards which are wonderful
aids in the scope of the Educational
programs inaugurated by the Associa-
tion; also in the general work of the
Commission.

Directly in front of you, as you
enter this room, you notice a very
pretentious fireplace, and just above

it, three painted canvas panels of
special and appropriate designs, the
work being done by a young artist,
Grant Woods, who has made a record
in this country and abroad that any
young artist might envy. Above
these panels is another one in relief
work, and opposite this and above the
entrance door, is a companion piece
of the “Singing Boys”. Thruout this
large room, there are tables, a large
davenport and many easy chairs. At
the front of the room is a fine
organ, the pipes of which are at the
opposite end of the room, behind a
Jattice and tapestry design. The room
is used for receptions and entertain-

View of Buildingﬁf;om Rear
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ments, many musicals having been
given here before audiences that filled
every available space on the main
floor.

Here may also be found the new
moving picture machine which Broth-
er Roberts showed us and which has
been used in connection with lectures
being given all over the country, under
charge of the Association. He also
informed us that the Association is
now taking up with the manufacturers
qf these machines the matter of fur-
nishing them for our Lodges, at a
price which will enable any Lodge of
reasonable size to own one, and then
rent such films as they may desire, at
very reasonable rates.

Going up to the second floor, we
come to the office of Brother Wildey
Atchison, well known to the readers
of the Builder, as it is he who has had
charge of its publication for some time
and whom we find about as busy a
man as one ever runs across. He is
also jn charge of the distribution of
hundreds of Masonic works which the
Society handles, such as Mackey’s
Encyclopaedia, Mackey’s Symbolism,
Jurisprudence, etc., in fact nearly any
Masonic work that one could wish to
secure.

The entire plant is equipped with
the latest steel labor saving devices,
dictaphone, addressograph, mailo-
meters, folding machine, electric
typewriters. running at a rapid rate
with only an attendant to feed the
stationery into them, steel filing cases
of all kinds, large map cases, etc., ete.

Several rooms are devoted to gen-
eral office work, with a large room
on the lower floor for a mailing room.
A new building has been built in the
rear of the main building, to be used
as a store house, which, within a year,
has become well filled.

The place is surely a bechive of
industry, with a large working force,
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each having his or her special work
to look after.

The Printing and Lithographing
Plant is located only a few blocks
away and the printing and binding is
all done at this place.

The office building is fire-proof
throughout and protects the records
of the Society and the treasures of
the building which are increasing with
the passing years.

This has all been the outgrowth of
the labors of the Grand Lodge of
Iowa, starting out in a very moderate
way to aid in the study of Masonry,
which in time, through a Board of
Stewards, organized the National Ma-
sonic Research Association with Head-
quarters at Anamosa, sponsored by
that Prince of good fellows and en-
thusiastic Mason, Brother George L.
Schoonover, who has ever been the
moving spirit and who has furnished
the means to make the work a success.

New Help in the Library

Our Library has been without a
Librarian or Cataloger for some
months, owing to the removal of Miss
Morton to California and the marriage
of Miss Runkle and her removal to
Montana. We have thus been handi-
capped and compelled to have Miss
Hughes assist in library work along
with her other duties in the office.

We are now fortunate in being able
to secure the services of Mrs. Nellie
S. Sawyer as Librarian. She has had
years of experience in library work in
the P. M. Musser Library at Musca-
tine and comes to us highly recom-
mended. She has already become
quite familiar with our Library, and
with the assistance of a good cata-
loger, whom we are expecting to com-
mence work very soon, will be able to
make a good showing before another
year rolls around. With two such
capable assistants, we look forward
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to making the Library of much great-
er help to our members in the future
than in the past. Interest in the same
has been growing rapidly of late years
and the work accomplished in these
years has been surprising even to its
most enthusiastic friends.

Cedar Rapids is the first city whose
Real Estate Board has adopted an
initial ritual for its members. The Na-
tional Real Estate Journal recently
gave this city quite an advertisement
over the fact. It states that the
pledge of membership is one that
carries the spirit of the Golden Rule
into business and insists that the code
of ethics of the National Association
be lived up to by all who join.

Geo. Curtis, 33°, Hon., passed away
at his home in Clinton, Iowa, on Feb.
9, 1921. Brother Curtis has been for
years one of the leading business
men of that city and his death will be
a great loss, to not only the business,
but also the Masonic circles of Clinton.

Born in Chenango County, New
York, in 1844, he came west when
twelve years of age, settling on a
farm with his parents at Rochelle,
Illinois, where he lived until 1867. He
then removed to Clinton where he
entered into business with his Brother

.who had established a sash and door
business in that place. From that
time on, Brother Curtis builded so
well that at the time of his death
he was Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Curtis Companies, Inc.,
President of Curtis Bros. & Co. of
Clinton, the original institution, and
held an office in the directorate of
each of the many subsidiary com-
panies.

Brother Curtis has ever been an ac-
tive and enthusiastic worker in Ma-
sonic circles of Clinton, being a mem-
ber of Emulation Lodge No. 225, of
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which Lodge he was a member for
over fifty years, of Keystone Chapter
R. A. M. and Holy Cross Commandery
K. T., of El Kahir Temple N. M. S. of
Cedar Rapids and of DeMolay Con-
sistory of Clinton. He received the
work in the latter mentioned Body in
the class of June 1871 and held the
office of Wise Master of Delphic
Chapter Rose Croix for nearly fifteen
years. Many of our readers will re-
member with what ability he conferred
the degrees of the Chapter of Rose
Croix. He received the Thirty-third
Degree Honorary in 1911,

We cannot but remark of the won-
derful success this Brother has made
of his life and we feel that the fol-
lowing is a fitting tribute to his
memory:

“His counsel was timely and good
and he was truly a Man and Mason.”

One of our exchanges has the fol-
lowing to say of the work of the
Craft in the United States. It would
be well if we gave heed to the criti-
cisms of this Brother.

“A Canadian Mason, who, incident-
ally, is a Knights Templar, a member
of a Consistory and a Past Master,
recently completed a trip through the
United States that took him into
practically every state in the Union.
Being something of a Masonic student,
he attended a Blue Lodge in almost
every town in which he found him-
self located for more than a day or
two. The result of his observations
he summed up in the following rather
severe criticism of Masonry in the
United States:

First—Ritualists have been placed
upon a pedestal, and the social fea-
tures of Freemasonry almost elimin-
ated.

Second—The charity lecture to can-
didates has been nullified and the
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Benevolence of the Craft commercial-
ized, and dispensed by bureaus.

Third—Large bodies and large
classes are a menace to the existence
of Freemasonry, and a departure from
the original plan.

Fourth—Lodges are rapidly becom-
ing ‘Degree Mills,’ grinding out Ma-
sons with merely a superficial knowl-
edge of the ceremonies. What sort of
Masonic ideals can ‘Degree Mills’ pro-
duce ?

Fifth—The only way that a very
large percentage of American Breth-
ren can prove identification with Free-
masonry is the production of a Shrine
Card, a Scottish Rite Diploma, a K. T.
charm, a Compass and Square button,
and a receipt for dues.

Now, Brother Editor, do you not
think it is time for a change? Let
us go back to the original plan and
exemplify the basic principles of the
Craft—Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth.

Are thesge criticisms justified? Let
each Master Mason ask himself this
question and let the answer influence
his Masonic conduct in the future.”—
Trestle Board, San Francisco.

Masonic Education

It is surprising how rapidly the
movement for Masonic education has
grown among the various Grand
Lodges. The Grand Lodge of Cali-
fornia appropriated $3,000 for educa-
tional work; the Grand Lodge of
Minnesota appropriated a sum nearly
equal to that and recently in Tennes-
see an Educational Committee for the
Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, Grand
Council and Scottish Rite Bodies, to-
gether with the presiding officers of
all these Bodies, met in Nashville for
the purpose of inaugirating a Ma-
sonic Educational Program. They are
each operating through their co-ordin-
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ate commissions but in charge of a
general committee of the work. Com-
mittees have been appointed on Ma-
sonic Clubs, on Publicity, Masonic
Home, Scholarships, etc. The Grand
Commandery of Knights Templars of
the State has also been invited to
participate in the educational program
which has been outlined. Plans are
being made to hold meetings in each
of the ten Districts into which the
State has been divided. This is
putting things in splendid shape and
we doubt not that wonderful results
will follow such a course.

Elsewhere in this number we have
referred to what our Speakers have
been doing the past few months and
we doubt not that other states are
working along similar lines.

George Washington Memorial
Observances

A short time since we sent out to
all of our Lodges a little pamphlet of
sixteen pages, entitled “Washington,
the Man and Mason”. It contained a
suggested program prepared by the
Research Committee of the Grand
Lodge and gave much information
pertaining to the life and Masonic ac-
tivities of George Washington. It
was sent out with the idea of inter-
esting our various Lodges in working
up a Washington evening for their
members and their families. We learn
that a large number of Lodges have
carried out the idea and have received
many letters telling us of the success
of the same, giving an account of the
talks given and of the music rendered
on the occasion, etc. We sincerely
hope that this will become an annual
affair with many of our Lodges.

Likewise, the Lodges might set
apart and spend a very delightful
evening prepared on the subject of
the Poet Laureate of Freemasonry.
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Robert Burns. A sketch of his life
could be given and some very appro-
priate talks on Burns, together with
some good Scottish music. If some-
one in the community had a set of
bagpipes, it would add much to the
occasion to have them used on that
evening.

An old historic landmark has dis-
appeared. The famous Tavern in
London, known as the Goose and Grid-
iron, has been torn down. This was
the birth place of the Grand Lodge of
England and in that Building, on St.
John the Baptist’s Day, in the Third
year of the reign of George I., A. D,,
1717, the four old Masonic Lodges held
their meeting, it being known as the
Goose and Gridiron Ale House. From
that little gathering has grown the
English speaking Lodges all over
Europe, America and the Islands of
the Seas.

Betsy Ross’s Daughter Buried
‘ in Ft. Madison

Probably few native Iowans know
that a daughter of Betsy Ross, the
maker of the first American flag, lived
and died in Fort Madison. Her grave,
marked by a simple marble slab, is
in the old city cemetery in sight of
the Mississippi river. On the stone
is this inscription, “Clarissa S. Wilson,
born April 3, 1785, in Philadelphia,
Pa., died July 10, 1864, aged 79 years,
3 months.” Beside her grave is that
of her daughter, Mrs. Rachel J. W. Al-
bright, who passed away at the age
of 92 years. It was during an after-
noon visit at the home of Mrs. Al-
bright’s daughter, Mrs. Kate Robin-
son, that the writer had the rare
pleasure of hearing from Betsy Ross’
great granddaughter the story of how
Betsy happened to make the first
American flag.
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Betsy had become estranged from
her Quaker family through her love
for a staunch Episcopalian, John Ross.
After her marriage she assisted her
husband in his business as ship fur-
nisher, and made many flags of var-
ious designs for the colonies.

During the war for independence
young Ross was injured by a British
shell, from the effects of which he
later died. After his death Betsy’s
father told her he was “willing to for-
give and forget her shortcomings”
and take her home again. But inde-
pendent Betsy said “No! I'll not go
back where I'll be the cause of dis-
sention and trouble. I shall continue
my husband’s business and make a
living for myself.” So when General
Washington expressed a desire to have
a national flag made, Col. George
Ross, an uncle of Betsy’s husband,
and a member of Washington’s staff,
said: “I can take you to one who, I
feel sure, can carry out your plans.”
So together they visited the home, in
Arch Street, Philadelphia, in which
lived the young Widow Ross—then
only twenty-four years of age. The
general told her something of the
design he had in mind, but suggested
a six-pointed star. Betsy took up her
scissors and cut a star of five points
and induced Washington to accept it
as the better design.

Flag in Ft. Madison Church

A duplicate of this flag, with its
circle of thirteen stars on a field of
blue, hangs in the chancel of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Ft. Madison. On
a strip of white cloth attached to the
flag is written: “First U. S. flag made
in 1777 by Betsy Ross. This copy of
the original flag was made in March,
1905, by Rachel Albright, aged ninety-
two years, granddaughter of Betsy
Ross.”

Mrs. Robinson brought forth from
her treasure chest this poem, copied
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and sent to her by the mother of Mrs.
Cyrus Townsend Brady:

“OUR FLAG”
“A quiet house, a quiet street,
A needle and a thread.
A scissors and a square of blue,
Some strips of white and red;
And slender hands that deftly stitched
The shining stars across.
'Twas thus the flag of liberty was
Made by Betsy Ross.

“Tho Father Time has worn to rags,
The ermine robes of kings,

And left the guns of war to rust
Among forgotten things,

The crowns and sceptors at his touch
Have turned to dust and dross,

Yet not a broken stitch has marred
The work of Betsy Ross.

“In stately halls, in lowly homes
Today its colors wave,

The shelter of the world’s oppressed,
The beacon of the brave.

Let glory on the nation’s shield,
Among the stars emboss,

The thread, the needle and the name
And fame of Betsy Ross.”

Betsy Ross Married Three Times

Betsy’s maiden name was Elizabeth
Griscome. She was born Jan. 1, 1762
and died Jan. 30, 1836. She was thrice
married. A few years after the death
of John Ross she married Capt. Joseph
Ashburn, an intimate friend of her
first husband. On one of its voyages,
Captain Ashburn’s vessel was cap-
tured and he was sent to Mill prison in
England. Some months later, while
homeward bound from a government
mission to France, John Claypoole, a
friend of Captain Ashburn, was taken
prisoner by the British and also sent
to Mill prison.

During a severe illness Ashburn
gave to Claypoole a letter saying:
“John, if you ever get back to Phila-
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delphia, deliver this to my wife, Betsy.
I fear I shall never see her again.”
And he never did.

John Claypoole had on his person
among other papers, a certificate of
membership in the Masonic lodge. This
was written in Latin, French and Eng-
lish, and it is thought due to this docu-
ment he received better treatment
than the other prisoners. With the
first exchange of prisoners Claypoole
was returned to Philadelphia, where
he hastened to deliver to Betsy Ross
the letter intrusted to him by her hus-
band many months before.

Old Masonic Document

This incident revived an old ac-
quaintance and later led to the mar-
riage of Betsy and John Claypoole.

During the recital of this interes-
ing bit of history Mrs. Robinson
brought forth the identical Masonic
document, yellow with age, which John
Claypoole had carried on his eventful
trip from France. It is dated March
30, 1780, and is intact with the excep-
tion of the seal.

“I found it among grandmother’s
papers,” said Mrs. Robinson.

A photograph of this old manusecript
certificate hangs in the Masonic his-
torical library at Cedar Rapids. The
original, after being exhibited at a
meeting of the grand lodge, was re-
turned to Mrs. Robinson neatly mount-
ed under a covering of transparent cel-
luloid, in which it can be preserved
for many years.

Through the death of her first hus-
band Betsy was left a childless widow.
To her marriage with Capt. Ashburn
two daughters were born, one of whom
died in infancy. There are no descend-
ants of this marriage living. Of her
third marriage five daughters were
born.

As the writer sat in Mrs. Robinson’s
living room looking up at a wonderful
old portrait of one of these daughters
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—the grandmother of Mrs. Robinson
—we seemed almost to feel the spirit
of those revolutionary days—those
events of so many years ago, brought
nearer by Mrs. Robinson’s reminis-
cences of the days when her grand-
mother had told her of her own child-
hood, spent among the flags in Betsy’s
home; how well she remembered Gen-
eral Washington, as he would come
into old Christ Church in Philadelphia,
and bow to her and her now famous
mother, as he entertd his pew.

Business of Flag Maker

Mrs. Robinson concluded with a
story indicative of Betsy’s large
heartedness. Besides caring for an
invalid husband, Betsy had for many
years carried on alone the business
of flag maker and ship furnisher.
When the daughter, who now lies in
the old city cemetery at Ft. Madison
became a widow, she was but twenty-
seven years of age and with six chil-
dren to be cared for, Betsy, with her
characteristic capacity for meeting
emergencies, said: “Clarissa, I will
now stay at home and care for the
children and thy father and thee can
carry on the business.”

This arrangement was the means of
keeping  together and educating
Betsy’s grandchildren. One of these
married Jacob W. Albright and their
fine three story brick home, built in
1857, still stands in Ft. Madison, its
back windows overlooking the ma-

. jestic Misasissippi.

Mrs. Kate Robinson, a daughter of
Mrs. Albright, is the only remaining
member of a family of five children.
She is now in her eightieth year. May
she live to see above the grave of her
grandmother a memorial tablet, erect-
ed perhaps by the Daughters of the
American Revolution, as a reminder
to coming generations that under
Jowa’s sod rests all that is mortal of
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an own daughter of Betsy Ross.—
From “The Marshalltown Times-Re-
publican.”

Order of DeMolay

This Order of Sons of Masons and
their chums, though very young, is
growing rapidly throughout the coun-
try. It provides a field in which the
growing youth of the land may be
taught not only the true principles of
living but it will offer splendid op-
portunities for instruction along the
fundamental principles which underlie
our Government and the Masonic Fra-
ternity. While the Order is doing a
splendid thing for the boys, yet it
should not be organized save in towns
or cities where there is really need
of such an Order and where they make
the organization a permanent one.

Semi-Centennials or Fifty Year

Anniversaries in 1921

All Jowa Lodges with numbers be-
tween 283 and 300 will have reached
the Fiftieth year of their existence
as a Lodge in June next, and should
they desire, can celebrate their Semi-
Centennial. We trust the Lodges will
make arrangements early for the cele-
bration of this important event in
their history and will look after the
appointment of a historian to write
up their lodge history.

It is with sincere regret that we
learn of the passing away of Most
Worshipful Brother Jacob Lampert,
Past Grand Master of Masons of
Missouri. The Brethren who attended
the Masonic Service Association last
fall in St. Louis will not soon forget
our genial Jake Lampert as he was
best known and most lovably called
by those who knew him. Brother
Lampert had a warm place in his
heart for Iowa Masons. He was a
genial brother who will be missed in
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our annual national gatherings. He
was one who was ever ready
to lend his aid to any Masonic under-
taking and his ears to those who
needed comfort and consolation, and
his purse strings were always open
to those needing aid and assistance.
His bequests made under his will
covered donations to a great many
Institutions and to a large number of
people, ranging from $500 to $25,000
each,
“So to live that when the sun
Of our existence sinks in night,
Memorials sweet of mercies done
May shrine our names in memory’s
light,
And the blest seeds we scattered
bloom
A hundred fold in days to come.”
Last tributes were paid to his mem-
ory by thousands of brethren and
friends, and his memory will live in
their hearts for years to come.

Brother Champ Clark, Congressman
from Missouri, passed away during
March, being in his seventy-first year,
within two days of his retirement
from the House of Representatives,
after a service of twenty-six years.

Our Brethren who were present at
the laying of the Corner-stone of the
new Government Building at Ames
some years ago will recall the fine
talk this Brother gave on that occa-
sion.

Bringing Books to Hospitals

There is a saying “In all that is
good, Iowa affords the best.” Iowa
has ever been one of the progressive
states, ready to put into practice any
plan that will prove for the better-
ment of her citizens.

The Library Commission of Des
Moines was one of the first to adopt
the plan of sending out traveling
libraries over the state. The Iowa
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Masonic Library was the first Ma-
sonic library to inaugurate the travel-
ing library and send books out in
special cases among the Lodges.

Now comes the Sioux City Public
Library as one of, if not the first, to
adopt the plan of sending libraries out
among the various hospitals of the
city, Protestant and Catholic.

It was during the War that as
Camp Librarian of one of the south-
ern camps the Librarian of the Public
Library of Sioux City had the oppor-
tunity to observe the splendid work
of the A. L. A. hospital library, so
it was but natural that upon his
return home he should attempt to put
into practice the ideas he gained while
in camp. This work has been followed
for over a year and the plan is to not
only send out books to the hospitals,
but send with them a trained
librarian to aid the convalescent pa-
tients in the selection of suitable
books, taking with them a specially
designed book truck capable of holding
a large number of volumes. This
library has quite a large number of
these double-decked book trucks, on
rubber wheels, which they place in the
various hospitals. :

A half dozen hospitals are furnished
with these libraries, each library con-
taining about five hundred volumes.
Books and magazines are wheeled
right to the bedside of the patient
and the librarian is on hand to give
them every attention. Here is a great
field for the public library.

Arrangements are made with the
hospital to fumigate the books at
regular periods.

The hospitals are frequently visited,
say twice a week, by the Special
Librarian, who not only aids in the
selection of books, but occasionally
reads to the patients or tells stories
to the little children who are confined,
sometimes aiding them in drawing
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pictures with colored crayons, thereby
helping make their hours of confine-
ment much shorter and surely aiding
them in early recovery. If the patient
is a foreigner then they try to find
something along a line with which
he is familiar and can read, thus help-
ing to make him less lonely and also
inducing him to become acquainted
with the work of the library in the
hopes that he will learn the English
language and make greater use of the
books in the public library.

This Library also carries its benefits
to the County Farm as well. No
wonder it is becoming popular with
the citizens of Sioux City when par-
ents find what a blessing these books
have been to themselves and to the
children in the hospitals. They be-
come warm advocates and supporters
of the Public Library and are ever
ready to lend their help to make it as
it should be—the school, the college
and the university for the people.

Public Schools

Many of our exchanges have recent-
ly had very fine articles on the value
and importance of keeping up the
Public Schools. The Tyler Keystone
for February has a splendid paper
under the heading “Smith-Towner
Educational Bill.” It would be well if
this subject could be brought to the
attention of every Master Mason as
there is a propaganda against the
School System at the present time.
Masonry stands for enlightenment and
every member should aid in so far as
he can, in the support of the public
school system of our country.

Masonry and Education

The attitude of Masonry in North
Dakota upon certain questions has of
late been causing a little agitation in
the minds of some good people. We
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do not set ourselves up as an authority.
upon any question, still we feel that
we know what is in the minds of many
men and Masons.

The Public School is in our judg-
ment essential to American Democra-
cy. We believe that all elementary,
secular education should be in the con-
trol of the state. We do not see the
necessity of a parochial or private
school for elementary secular educa-
tion. Though we may admit the con-
stitutional right of a parent to provide
elementary education for his children
outside the public school, yet we do
not see why children need to be edu-
cated as Presbyterians, Catholics,
Methodists, Lutherans or as Hebrews
or as the children of the rich or more
favored group. They should be edu-

“cated solely as Americans.

If there are to be parochial or pri-
vate schools for elementary secular
education, then there must be such
supervision by the state as will guar-
antee adequate equipment, properly
qualified teachers, thoroughly Amer-
ican textbooks and a course of study
equal in their standards to that of
the Public School.

We believe in religious education
and for that work we would gladly
have the Public School co-operate with
the several religious denominations.

Masonry as we understand it, is for
the free Public School for all children.
Just now all real friends of American
progress desire to see Education given
National standing by the enactment of
the Smith-Towner bill by Congress.
This bill has behind it the united
forces of Public Education in America,
the Women of America and all real
friends of American Democracy. The
only influence fighting this measure is
that of the un-American parochial
school.

We cannot see wherein the question
of religion enters. Freedom of wor-
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ship is Constitutionally guaranteed.
No one desires or would tolerate an
established church.

But if America is to endure, if
America is to be American, then edu-
cation must be American and not
sectarian, and no language other
than that spoken by Americans should
be tolerated for a single moment. Let
those who desire to perpetuate foreign
language and ideals go back where
that language and those ideals pre-
vail.

—Walter L. Stockwell.

Masonic Year Book, 1921

We are in receipt of the “Masonic
Year Book” for 1921 published an-

nually by the Masonic History Com-.

pany of Chicago. This is a compan-
ion to the Volume of 1920. It contains
a yearly digest of timely facts from
reliable sources to show the scope and
success of Freemasonry. The volume
is a convenient pocket size, about four
by seven inches and contains 141
pages. It is well printed on good
paper and neatly bound. The various
topics are presented full enough to
give much information along the lines
referred to. The contents of the
Volume covers the following subjects:

Masonic Enlightenment
Masonic Statistics
Historic Jottings
Unusual Masonic Events
Items of General Masonic Inter-
est
Well-known Freemasons
Masonic Obituaries
Masonic Building Plans
Royal Arch Chapters
Cryptic Councils
Knights Templar
A.A.0.N. M. S.
A. & A.S. R.
Eastern Star
Freemasonry Overseas
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Oldest Iowa Masons

Several communities have been re-
cently laying claim to having the old-
est Mason in the state of Iowa, Hamp-
ton on behalf of Wm. Parks, made a
Mason in 1869; Marshalltown for R.
R. Woodring, raised in 1865; Eldora
for 1. E. King, 1866; Mason City for
W. B. Stilson, 1863; Garden Grove for
H. P. Flanagan, 1863; Madrid for H.
M. Graves, 1861 and Garner for Wm.
C. Wells, 1856.

To have been a loyal Mason for
over half a century is certainly an
honor to be proud of, and Iowa has
over four hundred Brethren who have
attained that distinction. None of
those named above, however, have the
honor of being the oldest. As to
Brothers Parks and Stilson, we do
not have their record in this office and
Brother Woodring has not been a
member in Iowa since 1910. Possibly
he has affiliated elsewhere. Our
record confirms the dates given by
the others but even so there are
others who have been Masons for a
longer period. According to our
record the honor of being the oldest
belongs to Brother J. M. Griffiths of
Capital Lodge, Des Moines, who was
raised February 20, 1851.

. The names of those who have been
Master Masons since 1860, or over
sixty-one years, arranged in the order
of length of membership, with number
of Lodge and date of raising are as
follows:

Joseph M. Griffiths,
Moines, Feb. 20, 1851.

Henry R. Kendig, (18) Oskalooss,
Feb., 1853.

Ambrose Smith, (251) Marble Rock,
Nov. 30, 1853.

Theo. Irwin, (301) New Virginia,
Dec. 24, 1853.

Monroe Swift, (28) New London,
Jan. 31, 1855.

(110) Des
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Frank M. Mills, (22) Des Moines,
May 3, 1855.

L. N. Wilson,
May 16, 1855.

J. S. Shephard, (179) Mt. Ayr, Mar.
3, 1856.

R. P. S. Notson, (2568) Hamburg,
April 18, 1856.

Nathan Scofield, (130) Strawberry
Point, May 15, 1856.

Wesley Stiffler,
June 10, 1856. .

Wm. C. Wells, (319) Garner, July 1,
1856.

E. W. Perry, (53) Indianola, Aug.
9, 1856.

John H. Barnhart, (447) Esther-
ville, Dec. 8, 1856.

Robt. M. Cameron, (210) Belmond,
Feb. 4, 1857.

J. M. Orvis, (22) Des Moines, Feb.
15, 1857.

W. K. Hobart, (8) Mt. Pleasant,
Mar. 4, 1857.

Wm. Dodd, (86) Drakesville, Aug.
5, 1857,

J. A. Gaumer, (396) Murray, Sept.
8, 18517.

Thos. J. Allen,
Aug. 28, 1858.

J. F. Woodring,
Mar. 10, 1859.

J. M. Gladson, (275) Corning, Apr.

(300) Shenandoah,

(396) Murray,

(26) Washington,

(116) Waverly,

1, 1869.

O. Pomroy, (141) Charles City,
Aug. 22, 1859.

Ezra Thompson, (4) Iowa City,

Sept. 6, 1859.

J. B. Mitchell, (150) Cresco, 1859
(a). -
W. H. Avis, (407) Altoona, Jan.
14, 1860.

J. C. McCoy, (312) Spencer, Mar.
6, 1860.

L. T. McCoun, (156) Bedford, May
2, 1860.

J. V. Rider, (125) Dubuque, May 5,
1860.

John A. Wasson,
May 30, 1860.

(121) Panora,
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S. J. Peterson, (136) McGregor,
July 16, 1860.

M. Northrup,
July 21, 1860.

F. M. Sharp, (262) Moravia, Sept.
7, 1860.

(a) We do not have the date of
raising of Brother J. B. Mitchell, but
he became a Charter Member of
Cresco Lodge No. 150 in November
1859 and has been in continuous mem-
bership since.

In this list we have given only the
names of those whose record is on
file in this office. There are several
others we feel sure, and if so, we hope
they will send us their record so that
we can add their names to the list.
By this record we do not mean a state-
ment of the approximate time of Ini-
tiation but the exact date of Raising
taken from some authentic record. A
letter from the Secretary of the
Lodge giving the dates from his rec-
ord will be sufficient.

(509) Des Moines,

We have noted from time to time
articles on motion picture censorship
which have appeared in the various
magazines coming to this Library. We
have just noted an especially fine one
in the National Catholic Welfare
Council Bulletin from which we would
like to make a few excerpts:

“Not every child that goes to the
‘movies’ (and what child does not?)
knows that some ‘movies’ are indecent
and worse. Some exploit vice and
crime and even teach their ways; .
some ridicule law, patriotism and reli-
gion and some do all these at once
and here we have the obvious reason
why censorship is imperative in every
right ordered community.

To say that the film makers,
prompted by their own interests, will
prevent such abuses, is to say what
is known to be false and what will
never be true as long as selfish greed
finds place among producers and sin-
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ful pleasures find attraction among
patrons. That millennium has not yet
come.

.+« . No permit shall be
gmnted for the showmg of any pic-
ture or series of pictures that is im-

moral or obscene, sacriligious, sala-

cious, unpatriotic or holds up to scorn
or ridicule any nation or the people
thereof, or portrays riotous, disorder-
ly, or other unlawful scenes, or has a
tendency to disturb the public peace
or debase the public morals.”

The Masonic Service Association,
which had its birth in Iowa, planned
for and put on several meetings dur-
ing the early part of the year, the
object of which was to make Masonry
practical and to teach true American-
ism. A moving picture with a Ma-
sonic application was shown and talks
were given at Anamosa, Clinton, Ma-
son City, Cedar Rapids, Belle Plaine,
Iowa City and elsewhere. Brother
Schoonover explained the work of the
Masonic Service Association and
Brothers W. E. Stockley of Clinton
and Realff Ottesen of Davenport gave
talks along the line suggested by the
presentation of the films. It is to be
hoped that this, or a similar film,
will be shown during the Grand Lodge
meeting in June and that there will
be some talks along similar lines so
that the members of the Grand Lodge
may hear of the excellent work which
has been accomplished in the last few
months in Iowa.

Brother W. E. Stockley of Clinton,
a member of the Speakers’ Bureau of
the Grand Lodge of Iowa, has been
giving a large number of lectures be-
fore our Iowa Lodges. The Consistory
of Clinton has been looking after all
expenses connected with this Brother’s
work. These lectures have been well
received by the Brethren, who are
demanding further light in Masonry.

’
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Masonic Home Burned

The Masonic home located at Meri-
dan, Miss., was recently destroyed by
fire, leaving a large number of aged
people and orphans of deceased breth-
ren homeless. The citizens of Meridan,
however, came to their rescue and
made arrangements for their tempor-
ary care. We learn that the Grand
Lodge will likely replace the building
with a much larger and better
equipped institution than the one
burned.

The United States Government has
just completed its first passenger
Steamship, named the Hawkeye State,
at a cost of $8,500,000.00. Captain
Chas. W. Stevenson is to be in charge
of the same. This Steamer left Balti-
more on its maiden voyage, with a
wonderful passenger list, for the
Canal, San Francisco and points in
Hawaii.

The Tyler Keystone for March re-
fers to t