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TEMPLAR DATE.

A. O, Anno Ordinis. To find the Knight Templar date of this or any
other year, subtract 1118, thas, 1865—1118=A. O. 747. The Order of
Knight Templars was organized A. D. 1118.

TITLES.

The Grand Master of the.Grand Encampment of the U. 8. is “Most
Eminent Grand Master of Knights Templar;” that of the Deputv Grand
Master of the Gr. Enc. U. 8. “Right Eminent;” that of the remaining
officers of the Grand Encampment “Very Eminent.” Officers of State
Grand Commanderies are thus designated :—Grand Commander, “Right
Eminent,” Deputy Gr. Commander, ‘‘Very Eminent,” the remaining
Grand officers, “Eminent.” The Commander of a Subordinate Com-
mandery is “Eminent.” An amendment comes up in 1868 for considera-
tron, to denominate this body the Grand Conclave of K. T. of the U. 8.,
and to deslgna.te fState Grand bodies as Encampments.

FEES.

Dispensation for a new Comthandery, $90, and when & charter is granted,
an additional fee of $10, to be paid Grand Recorder of Gr. Enc. U. 8., and
$5 for endorsement under seal, of continuance'of a dispensation.

DUES.

For every Knight Templar created in any Commandery, holden by dis-
pensation or charter whilst under the immediate jurisdiction of the Gr.
Enc. U. 8, there shall be paid §2 into the treasury of the Gr. Enc. of the
U.S. Reports of officers and members, and working roll of these Com- -
manderies ap to the first day of August of each year, accompanied with
the above named dues, must be made to Grand Recorder of Grand En-
campment of U. 8. Address John D. Caldwell, Grand Recorder, Cincin-
nati, Ohio. .
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

@rand Cucampment of Ruights §kmglar

OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

COLUMBUS, OHIO—10 0’CLOCK A. M.,
TUESDAY, Sept. 5th, A. D. 1865, A. O. 747.

The Sixteenth Triennial Grand Convocation of
the Grand Encampment of the United States of
America, was opened and held in the Hall of the
House of Representatives of the General Assem-
bly of Ohio, at the hour specified above.

GRAND OFFICERS.

Sir BENJAMIN B. FRENCH «cvveuceccecananen cnen M. Em. Gr. M.
8ir DAVID SHORT GOODLOE «vvvecacaccaannn.n R. Em. Dep. G. M.
Sir ZENAS C. PRIEST cccvueeccimnncaccnncnannnns V. Em. Gr. Geno.
Sir AZARIAH T. C. PIERSON.ccceeceacccccacnnen. V. Em. Gr. C. G.
8ir ROBERT MCMURDY «ccuevececcenncannna. as V. Em. Gr. Prelate.
Sir WM. E. SANFORD.ccvcevcacacccccncconance- V.Em. Gr. 8. W.
Sir JOHN W. SIMONS..cccncccceerccannennanenn V. Em. Gr. Treas.
8ir JOHN D. CALDWELL «cc.ccecmcncccncncocacnan V. Em. Gr. Rec.
8ir JoBN Q. A. FELLOWS .cccccccceceereanne....V. Em. G. 8t. B.
8ir EZRA L. STEVENS .. ccccerecnnncacen. acting V. Em. G. Sw. B.
Sir JEREMIAH L. HUTCHINSON -.cecveucanaeenn. V. Em. G. Warder.
8ir JOSEPH B. COVERT - ccvemececaeannnnnn. acting V. Em. G. Gapt. Guards.
PAST GRAND OFFICER.
Sir WM. B. HUBBARD ccccvnceccciccncecacnnan. Past Gr. M.

Sirs JorN D. OALDWELL, of Ohio, JosrrPH P.
HorxER, of Louisiana, and WM. W. BAKER, of
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Massachusetts, were appointed Standing Commit-
tee on Credentials.

Sir Knight CALDWELL thereupon reported as
enrolled, representatives of seventeen State Grand
Commanderies, and two immediate Subordinates.

The consolidated report of the committee is here
inserted :

The undersigned, Committee on Credentials, beg leave to
report the following Sir Knights as entitled to seats and
votes in the present conclave of this Grand Encampment :

In the cases of Sir W. S. Gardner, Gr. Master and P. G. M.
of Massachusetts and Rhodé Island; Sir John W. Simons,
Gr. Treas. of this Gr. Encanipment, and P. Gr. Com. of New

York; Sir Jno. Q. A. Fellows, Grand Standard Bearer of
" this Gr. Encampment, and Grand Commander of Louisiana ;
and Sir Z. C. Priest, Gr. Geno., and P. G. C. of New York, we
report, that each of the Sir Knights mentioned are entitled
to one vote only in this Grand Encampment, according to the
Constitution of the same (Article First, Section First), and the
decision of Grand Master French, as set forth on page 26 of
the proceedings of this Grand Encampment in its conclave
of 1862; leaving to the Sir Kights the choice of the capacity
in which they will vote.

Courteously sabmitted,
JoHN D. CALDWELL,
JoSEPH P. HORNER,
WiLLiAM W. BAKER.

FROM STATE GRAND COMMANDERIES.

) CALIFORNIA.
Sir Charles Marsh, proxy for—
Bir Wm. Caldwell Belcher...cceceeeaacaaeiiacnaannnan.... G. C.
Sir Charles Marsh, proxy for—
Sir Wm. R. Rundell ceceer iminianani e ceaieeaicananas Dep. G. C.
Sir Charles Marsh, proxy for—
Sir Thomas CalloW «cccneccecc oo iaeaaiceccccnnn. G. Geno.
8ir Charles Marsh, proxy for—
Sir Theo. F. Tracey .cccceecceceecacccnacncaacccscaecccanas G. C. Genl.

Sir Charles MArsh .ccccecvccencccccancsccaccsccccconceccanes Past. Gr. C.
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CONNECTICUT.
Sir Wm. R. Higby, proxy for— .
Sir Fred. J. Calhoun ..... e etetesccecesecescsecenconeonanns G.C.
Sir James L. Gould, proxy for—
Sir Jobn W. Paul eeemeeiicone ciieeiaenee e cacnanaacaas Dep. G. C.
Sir Asa Smith, proxy for—
Sir 8. D. SPerTy.cccececeeecaiecriccrccnccacccecaccccccncns Gr. Geno.
8ir Thos. Sparrow, of Ohio, proxy for—
Sir Amos 8. Treat. .cocceeceecrcanacereccnrcencrecececennan G.C.G.
Sir Wm. R. Higby -cvceevnne i iiiiciiicie e nes Past. G. C.
Sir Benjamin Beecher......cccceeeeeonieiierenccncocennn. P.G.C.
ILLINOIS.
Sir Harman G. Reynolds, proxy for—
Sir Nathan F. Prentiss «..ccccveevmecnecmenancncnacncen. G. C.
8ir Henry C. Ranney, proxy for—
Bir Perry A. ATmstrong «ceceeeveiinerionnneinnas ceneenee Dep. G. C.
8ir Henry C. Ranney, proxy for—
Sir Vincent L. Harlbut...ccccecaetcorcnecananeccecaanancs G. Geno.
Sir Orrin H. Miner, proxy for—
8ir George C. LanpPhere ......cceeccceenccececccccececcane. G.C.G.
INDIANA.
Sir W, HACKET -« eeenceaeceeaaac cerecceevanecaeeannennes G.C.
Sir Harvey G. Hazelrigg «coueevececncoeeacnenanans Ceenenn Dep. G. C.
Sir Thomas NeWbY .ccnuniieianccicceeeiecnncaennans G. Geno.
BirD. P. Whedon.ece..ocoeueerenannooacacocccaeaananeaann G.C. G
IOWA.
8ir Theo. 8. Parvin ...... tececsnccsnoncesscnncnacs moseones G.C
KENTUCKY.

Sir David 8. Goodloe, proxy for—
Sir Hezekiah Culbertson ......cecececmeeacaeceniacnnnn.. G.C.
Sir Charles R. Woodruff....c.ioeenuiiiiiicneraianannanana. Dep. G. C.

(Subsequently gave his proxy to 8ir James L. Anderson.)
Sir James L. Anderson ..cececeeveeue.... ceeetccavecccences G.C.G.
Bir Wm. C. Munger -....cceeeioaeiiereiiicne e ceaeee Past G. C.
8ir and Rev. Peter H. Jeffries ......ccceceeoeeonaaannan... Past G. C.

LOUISIANA.

8ir Joseph P. Horner, proxy for—
SirJ. Q. A. FelloWs. coccee coeecaee i cieceeceecaeacananns G. C.

8ir Joseph P. Horner, proxy for—
Bir F. Rical ccceceneveeericienecniiaeiiececceecnaeaeenn..G. Geno.
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Sir Moses Dodge, proxy for—
Sir Timothy J. MUITAY c.cceceeeaeniiceeeecraecenenennen G.C.
Sir Moses Dodge .o cuecennceencaacieeciee e aiacaec e Dep. G. C.
MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND.
Sir Wm. 8. Gardner. ......cceeeeriimraceraeiaciccaceccnnes G. C.
Sir Charles H Titus ......... eeecmececacaeeeaann U Dep. G. C.
Sir Wm. W. Baker.c...cceceeccacccrecacevecccccecnnecaa. -G Geno.
8ir Thos. A. DoYle «.cueuue e ii e cae i aei e G.C.G.
MICHIGAN.

Sir Garra B.Noble c.cccvevmeeeriaeriaiiecrcnreccnnna... C.
Sir A. D. Cudworth, proxy for—
Sir E. D. Benedict -ccvevceceeceeecccceaccescarsocceneeee...G Geno.

Sir Benjamin Porter ..c.c. ccoceeecceneaaeicnccencanecnan Past G. C.
Sir John Clarke «..coe e iineciei i e acac e e aeean Past G. C.
MISSOURI.

Sir Anthony O’Sullivan, proxy for—

Sir Thos. M. Warnell. ... ..cceceeruicacccaeaceacacceccacans G. C.

Sir Geo. Frank Gouley «c.cccuceecceioneiceennaaccocecacean D.G.C.

Sir Francis Aglar cc.cceeeeneieanneiiiiiieiiieieiieeaanas G.C.G.

SirGeo. W.Belt ...cccuninoeemeecciciaciccaecacaccaans Past. G. C.

NEW JERSEY.

Sir Samuel Stevens ........ccccciciiiiiiicaiiciiacaneae... G C.
Also, proxy for—

8ir Geo. P. Scheltus........ccceueane esecscrccanccacanaaa..D. G C.
Also, for—

Sir Charles Bechlus......cccvcecereccavecaneaccaceca....G. Geno.
Also, for—

8ir Elwood CODDET .. ..c.eceeceecvancccnoecaceccanaeeaaaG. C. G,

NEW YORK.

Sir Orrin Welch ..c.ceeeiiiiieacneiaianeiecennecnen.... . C.
Sir Robert D. Holmes, proxy for—

Sir Pierson Mundy....cceceeueeeeannan.. tecesesecacacansas D.G.C.
Sir Seymour H. Stone, proxy for—
Sir John T. Lefferts.. ccccee ceae oo aimaneaiiaiiiaaea. s G. Geno.

Sir Henry Clay Preston ... cceveeeieeecicaeieiancenee. ... C. G.
The following named Past Gr. Commanders were present,
but voted as Grand Officers under the rule:

Sir John W. Simons .c.cveeececececiacniecacccccaccceaaea. P G. C.
Sir Zenas C. Priest....cccccevececeaecacnceaicccecceaae....P. G C.
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B OHIO.
Sir Heman Ely ..c.oociiiiiiiiaiinniiaeceeeerenenenneana.Gr C.
8ir Charles BroWn .. ..ccccoccicaaccacecicnnnnnnnnacaaa-Dep. G. C.
8ir Charles C. Kiefer..ccc.eeueeeenneeecrenveeeananneenn...G. Geno.
Sir Edgar B. Hyde.oeececccecaneiencennceaennncnnnea-G. C. G.

A PAST GRAND COMMANDERS.
Sir William B. Thrall, Sir Christopher F. Hanselmann,

8ir John H. Achey, Sir Kent Jarvis.
PENNSYLVANIA.
Sir Wm. H. Strickland ..ccceeoecececacmenecaceneaeeecanneas G.C.
8ir Robert Arthur Q. Kerr, proxy for—
8ir Robert Piteairn «.covvveeennnnnnn... eeeeccceeceeeeanaas D.G.C.
8ir Alfred Creigh, proxy for—
Sir Charles A. Bannvart....ccceceececaeecicecconcacanecacnne G. Geno.
Sir Robert Arthur Oglesby Kerr, proxy for—
Sir John Vallerchamp.......ccceeeceeeccceccenacnacenacnns G.C.G.
Sir Edmund H. Turner......ccccceceeraececacconcceccnnn. Past G. C.
TENNESSEE.
8ir John Ainslie, P. G. C., proxy for—
Bir. J. J. Worsham «c.eee cenniemaeniaincieci e ceneaes G.C.
Sir Charles A. Fuller.....c.ceueiemeenienieciiccecncnennnn. Past G. C.
‘WISCONSIN.
8ir Henry L. Palmer.......... cececececceencannaas PR G. C.
8ir Alvin B. Alden -..cccceceninimeneiacnnanectonanns eeeene Dep G.C.
8ir Melvin L. Young, proxy for—
Sir Wm. H. Hiner....cecceveeeeenennnn.n. ceeenan waceeeanas G. Geno.
Sir Wm. L. Kennett, proxy for—
Sir Michael F. McKaY e ceeecerecmcaecmcneecanccennns ...G.C.G.

SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES.
(Charters direct from this Gr. Enc.)

ARKANSAS.
. Hugh De Payens Commandery No. 1, Little Rock.
Sir Benj. B. French, proxy for—
Sir Elbert H. English «cceeiaaenniiacnniiiiiiiiciieiiann, Em. Com.
Also for— .
Sir L. GeOrge ccceue e coviecenracecsaareecacanacacns ceeeene G.
And also for—

8ir Harris Flanagin............. cececececnciennececcnnanann Capt. G.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Washington Commandery No. 1, Washington City.
Sir Charles H. Huestis, proxy for—
8ir 8. P. Bell..... cecececconrecanccns ceccccsacocccanees---- Em. Com.
Sir Ezra L. Stevens, proxy for—
Sir Edward Baldwin c.ccceeccececcnecinicncccccncsnneee...C. G,
MARYLAND.
Maryland Commandery No. 1, Baltimore.
8ir J. N. McJilton, proxy for—

Sir R. A. Holme8..ccccvecen-.. cecene cecececes cececcesascans Em. Com.
SirE.T.SchultZ..ccccvcccencanacn.. eecccccecasecccnnancns Gen.
Sir Andrew E. Warner, jun....cccceccceeee cemcccansace ....C. G.
Baltimore Commandery No. 2, Baltimore.
&8ir Michsel Miller .......... eececesecccseccmcsacaacsacanns Em. Com.
Sir H. D. Musselman «coccvcceeceecaceancann.. resecsececnean C.G.
MINNESOTA.
Damascus No. 1, St. Paul.
8ir George W. Prescott..ccceeeeemnnnneceneennannnnnnnn.. Em. C.
Sir Bent H. Langley .c.cececeecccceccccan. ceeccencmnnoanas Gen.
The report was approved.

APPOINTED GRAND OFFICERS.

8ir RoBERT MCMURDY, D.D., L.L. D,, ........V. Em. Gr. Prelate.
8ir Ezra L. STEVENS (to fill vacancy),........ V.M. Gr. Sw. B.
Sir JOSEPH BENHAM COVERT, ecceveee e anen V. Em. Gr. Capt. Guards.

DEVOTIONAL SERVICES.

After the opening of the Grand Encampment,
the officers, representatives and visiting Sir Knights,
escorted by Columbia Commandery U. D., Wash-
ington QCity, with the banners of the Order, formed
in procession, and repaired to the Congregational
Church, where all united in a Devotional Service,
which, at the last triennial meeting, had been or-
dered to be prepared, and which was conducted by




GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR. 9

Sir Robert McMurdy, D.D., L.L.D., Very Emi-
nent Grand Prelate. :

(For proposed Templar Devotional Services, see Appendix.)

The M. Em. Grand Master of Knights Temp-
lar of the United States, Sir BENJAMIN B. FRENCH,
then delivered the following address.

ADDRESS OF GRAND MASTER FRENCH.

SIE KENIGHTS AND FELLOW CITIZENS:

The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United
States of America has assembled in triennial meeting, to
attend to such duties as may devolve upon it, for the good.
of Templar Masonry in the United States. Meet and proper
is it that before entering upon those duties we should come
into this holy temple, and pay our adorations to our God,
and implore his blessing upon whatever we may do, and in
that humility that becomes the creature, prostrate ourselves
before our Creator, and pray that he will lead us in the right
path, and endue us with the right spirit, so that what we may
do may be to his glory and the good of all.

The solemn services in which many of you have been en-
gaged, and which all have witnessed, are those that were in
ages long passed, inaugurated by pious Christian Knights,
who took the field to do battle in behalf of the Christian Re-
ligion, and to rescue, if possible, the holy sepulchre from the
possession of the Infidel. Under banners similar to those
which we set up before you this day, they became warriors
and heroes, and they engaged in no earnest work until, as we
have here to-day, they humbly confessed their sins, and asked
the blessing of God upon their labors.

‘We come here, my brethren and friends, under circumstan-
ces most peculiar. War in its most dreadful form has rav-
aged a large portion of our fair land ; brother has drawn his
sword against brother, and many of our fruitful fields have
been soaked in human gore. The battle has been fought, the
victory has been won, and the Union stands stronger than
ever in the affections of nearly a whole people. Emerging
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from this awful conflict, we, the first National organization,
as I believe, that has met since the strife has passed, have
assembled here, from the North and from the South, from the
East and from the West, to do our endeavor to sow the seeds
of concord, to re-establish the ties of brotherly affection,
and to exhibit it to the world as evidence that discord can
not long endure among a great people determined to live
under a free and popular government.

Assembling under these circumstances, instead of pursuing
our wonted course, and gathering quietly within the walls of
our Asylum, we have thought proper that the nation should
see a band of patriots and christians, from all parts of the
Union, publicly acknowledging, as did the Templars of old,
that the will of God is far stronger than the will of man, and
expressing their earnest desire that henceforth there should
exist in all our borders that peace and good will which our
blessed Redeemer 8o earnestly taught to his disciples.

And we are here. We shall take sweet counsel together,
and our business duly accomplished, we shall go to our homes,
carrying with us that grateful appreciation of the kindness
that has given us so warm a welcome, and the assurances to
our distant friends that the influences of a patriotic people
can be carried far and wide, and be so sown as to bear fruit
an hundred fold.

You can hardly conceive of the pleasure and the satisfac-
tion that it gives me, who have been so long and so highly
honored by my brethren, tolook upon faces so familiar and
yet which have been so long estranged; to clasp hands be-
tween which the troubles of the times have so long prevented
a friendly and a brotherly grasp ; and to interchange words
of cordial greeting with those noble hearts which, amid the
whirlwind of treachery, beat firmly and truly in patriotic
cadence to the music of the Union !

My fellow-soldiers of the cross, I give to you a cordial wel-
come and I implore upon you a heavenly blessing. To all
who are here assembled, I tender, in behalf of the Grand En-
campment of the United States, our thanks for the counte-
nance here given us, and for the general and cordial welcome
we have here received. ‘

Our sojourn among yeu will be brief, but we hope and
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trust it will be marked by such action, that its results will
bear witness to our zeal in the noble cause of virtue and hu-
manity, which we seek to advance, and that nothing will be
done incompatible with that sacred foundation which we
claim for our venerable Order as its chief corner stone—* The
Christian Religion and a practice of all the Christian virtues.”

Services closed with Benediction.

The procession reformed and marched to the
QOapitol.

The Gr. Encampment renewed its labors in the
Grand Asylum.

VISITORS.

It was ordered that all Sir Knights, members in
good standing, of Commanderies recognizing this
Grand Encampment, properly vouched for, be ad-
mitted, on application, as visitors to this Grand
Convocation.

A Register of those who attended is inserted in
Appendix.

On motion, the reading of the minutes of last
Grand Convocation was omitted, the Grand En-
campment being supplied with copies of its printed
proceedings. ‘

The Gr. Encampment took a recess until 8 o’-
clock P. M.

EIGHT O’CLOCK P. M.

The Grand Encampment resumed labor—M.
Em. Gr. Master presiding. Minutes were read
and approved.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF GR. MASTER.

The M. Em. Grand Master then read report, as
follows :
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GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS.

Sir Knights of the Grand Encampment of the United States:

At our Triennial meeting, three years ago, in the city of
New York, I closed my official address in the words following :

* Let us bear constantly in mind that there are many Com-
manderies, both Grand and Subordinate, which cannot, in
consequence of our unhappy national difficulties, be repre-
sented here; and let our action be such that, after we shall
have closed our labors, we may look back upon them with
the reflection that we have done no one thing that can in the
most remote manner operate to the prejudice of our Southern
Fraters, or in any manner tend to prevent a most harmoni-
ous and glorious reunion whenever it shall please God to
restore peace and harmony to our now distracted country.”

It gives me the utmost satisfaction now to say, that my
suggestion at that time was acted upon, and now, when we
have reason to thank Almighty God that He has brought our
Nation through all its troubles; that having caused it to be
baptised in blood, it comes forth regenerated, disenthralled,
and ready, as we fondly believe, to march onward in harmony
and peace, keeping time forever to that grand sentiment of
one of our greatest statesmen, ¢ Liberty and union, now and
forever, one and inseperable,”’—that now, when all who have
ever received a cordial welcome into the bosom of a broth-
erhood whose grand characteristics are, ¢ unsullied honor,
unbounded zeal in a brother’s cause, and universal benevo-
lence,” can come, without let or hindrance, and sincerely
unite with us here, finding nothing on our record of the past
of reproach or unkindness, and each can receive from the
other a cordial and fraternal greeting.

Thanks be to God that it is thus, and that, through all the
dreadful struggle, the altar fires of Freemasonry have never
been extinguished, but have thrown out their pure light on
the pathway of all, without reference to their affinities to the
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one side or the other. The universality and the unselfishness
of the Mystic Brotherhood have never been more thoroughly
illustrated than throngh the unhappy conflicts of the past
four years.

Once more are we permitted to meet in Triennial conclave.
Once more doth hand clasp hand and heart leap to heart, as
if some magnetic influence had drawn them together from
different sections of the Union. May harmony mark all our
doings, may kind feeling and fraternal affection make stronger
the cords that bind us to one another, and when this meeting
is ended may we all be able to say that great good has re-
sulted from it.

My first duty will be to give to the Grand Encampment
an account of my official action during the past three years.

Charters were issued to but two Subordinate Commanderies,
at our last session, viz: Orleans Commandery, No. 3, at New
Orleans, and Oregon Commandery, No. 1, at Oregon City,
Oregon, both of which were duly constituted by proxies ap-
pointed by me.

On the 25th of January, 1864, I received a petition from
the three chartered Commanderies in Louisiana, asking my
warrant for forming and organizing a Grand Commandery in
that State. The warrant was duly issued on that day, and
the venerable Sir John Henry Holland was appointed my
proxy to organize said Grand Commandery, and install the
officers thereof, which he did in the City of New Orleans, on
the 12th day of February, 1864, but before he had time to
make his official return, the Recording Angel had stricken
his name from the roll of the living, and it devolved upon
other hands to give me the information of the performance of
the duty thus delegated. That Grand Commandery has gone
prosperously onward, as its returns show, and I trust we may
hereafter hail it as the great southern cross of our Templar
constellation, ever bright and true as the one which sparkles
in the heavens that are spread above it.

On the 27th day of October, 1863, in accordance with an
existing order of this Grand Encampment, and in conformity
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with a request on the behalf of the three chartered Com-
manderies in the State of Iowa, I issued my warrant for the
formation of a Grand Commandery in that State, and Sir
James R. Hartsock was appointed my proxy to organize said
Grand Commandery, and install its officers, which he did, at
the City of Des Moines, on the 6th day of June 1864.

These are the only Grand Commanderies that have been
added to our national organization during the past three years.

Since our last Triennial meeting, I have issued dispensa-
tions for the formation of the following Subordinate Com-
manderies, viz:

On the 13th day of January, 1863, for the formation of Co-
lumbia Commandery, in the City of Washington.

Sir Ben. Perley Poore, Em. Commander.

Sir Ezra Lincoln Stevens, Generalissimo.

Sir James Steele, Capt. Gen.

On the 1st of May, 1863, Sir Knight Poore resigned the
office of Commander, and I appointed Sir Knight Stevens in
his place, Sir Knight Steele as Generalissimo, and Sir Wm.
G. Parkhurst as Capt. Gen.

On the 19th day of May, 1863, my dispensation was issued
for the formation of Zion Commandery, at the town of Min-
neapolis, in the county of Hennipen, Minnesota.

Sir A. E. Ames, Em. Commander.

Sir R. S. Alden, Generalissimo.

Sir J. M. Eustis, Capt. Gen.

On the 15th of December, 1863, I issued my dispensation
. for the formation of Damascus Commandery, at the City of
Keokuk, in the county of Lee, Iowa.

Sir John F. Sanford, Em. Commander.

Sir H. K. Love, Generalissimo.

Sir Geo. St. Clair Hussey, Capt. Gen.

On the 10th day of February, 1864, I issued my dispensa-
tion for the formation of Leavenworth Commandery, at the
Qity of Leavenworth, in the county of Leavenworth, Kansas.

Sir Theodore A. Hurd, Em. Commander.

Sir Richard R. Rees, Generalissimo.

Si}‘ Luke P. Stiles, Capt. Gen.
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On the 13th of May, 1864, I issued my dispensation for the
formation of Cour de Leon Commandery, at the City of Wi-
nona, in the county of Winona, Minnesota.

Sir Warren Powers, Em. Commander.

. 8ir Robert Urquhart, Generalissimo.

Sir George V. Bristol, Capt. Gen.

On the 5th of April, 1865, I issued my dispensation for the
formation of Maukato Commandery, at the town of Maukato,
in the county of Blue Earth, Minnesota.

Sir B. F. Smith, Em. Commander.

Sir Andrew Hanna, Generalissimo.

Sir Ira Hawley, Capt. Gen. .

On the 5th of June, 1865, I issued my dispensation for the
formation of Washington Commandery, at the City of Atchi-
son, in the county of Atchison, Kansas.

Sir John L. Philbrick, Em. Commander.

Sir Jacob Saqui, Generalissimo.

Sir John A, Chase, Capt. Gen.

On the 24th of July, 1865, I issued my dispensation for the
formation of Mount Calvary Commandery, at the City of
Omaha, in the Territory of Nebraska.

Sir Robert C. Jordan, Em. Commander.

Sir Robert W. Furnas, Generalissimo.

Sir George B. Graff, Capt. Gen.

It is presumed that all the Commanderies above mentioned,
except Damascus, at Keokuk, Iowa, will petition for charters
at this meeting. A Grand Commandery having been formed
in Towa, since that dispensation was issued, that Commandery,
if existing, should have already become & constituent of the
Grand Commandery of that State. I observe, by the pro-
ceedings of the Grand Commandery, on the first day of its
session, that a resolution was passed requesting this Grand
Encampment to refund the fees received for the dispensation
issued for the formation of the Commandery at Keokuk, and
I respectfully recommend that it be done.

The same incipient action that was required before issuing
the dispensation for the formation of Oregon Commandery in
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1860, was required before I could issue my dispensation for
the formation of Mount Calvary Commandery at Omaha.
There were only four known Templars in Nebraska, three of
whom hailed from different Commanderies. Iissued aprelim-
inary dispensation to them, empowering any three of them,
hailing from different Commanderies, to open a Commandery
of Knights Templar at Omaha City, and to create a sufficient
number of Knights Templar to form a constitutional petition ;
which was done, and due return made to me, and the petition
forwarded, upon which my dispensation was issued.

On the 4th day of June, 1865, I received a statement from
Sir Albert G. Mackey, Charleston, South Carolina, setting
forth the fact that South Carolina Commandery No. 1, had held
no meeting for the four years then past, in consequence of the
dispersement of its officers and many of its members; but
that those who remain in Charleston were desirous of reviving
the Commandery ; and he, therefore, as Past Eminent Com-
mander, petitioned for a dispensation authorizing him to
resuscitate said Commandery under its old charter.

Believing that it would be greatly conducive to the interests
of our Order to grant such a dispensation, and seeing no
reason why it should not be done, in accordance with known
precedents, I issued my dispensation to Sir Knight Mackey,
Past Eminent Commander, as aforesaid, to revive said Com-
mandery.

No return has been received from Sir Knight Mackey, and
it is unknown to me whether South Carolina Commandery is
now in existence as a constitutional body.

During the past three years I have attended, officially,
many assemblages of Sir Knights of our Order, and have
ever been received and entertained with all the respect and
kindness which is due to the Grand Master of Knights Templar
of the United States.

On the 4th day of July, 1863, it was arranged that a gen-
erous Sir Knight of Washington should present to Washington
Commandery No. 1 two elegant banners—one the great ban-
ner of our Order, the other the glorious banner of our country.
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Columbia Commandery was invited to participate in the
ceremonies, and, although holding my affiliation with Wash-
ington Commandery, and, as a Knight thereof, bound to be
present, I was specially invited as Grand Master to appear
officially, which it afforded me great pleasure to do.

The Commanderies were formed at their Asylum at an early
hour, and marched in full numbers to the residence of the Sir
Knight who made the present, in front of which they were
drawn up, and, after appropriate religious services, the ban-
ners were solemnly dedicated by our V. E. Grand Prelate,
Rev. R. McMurdy, D.D., L.L.D.; the formal presentation was
made, and eloquent and appropriate remarks were spoken ;
the whole matter being most creditable to our Order. The
two Commanderies then, by particular invitation, marched to
the City Hall, and escorted the Mayor and Corporation of
‘Washington to the President’s grounds, where ceremonies
appropriate to the day were performed, which were joined in
by the President and his Cabinet.

On the 9th of September, 1863, I visited Phlladelphla, at
the special request and invitation of a committee of St. John’s
Commandery No. 4, for the purpose of advising with and in-
structing them in relation to the attempt of that Commandery
to secede from its lawful head, the Grand Commandery of
Pennsylvania. I had a very satisfactory and most pleasant
interview with the committee, and was highly gratified to
learn that through my advice the difficulty was healed.

On the 23d of June, 1864, I accompanied the two Com-
manderies of Washington, and Baltimore Commandery, on a
Fraternal visit to St. John’s Commandery at Philadelphia. A
committee of St. John’s Commandery met us at Wilmington,
Delaware, and the full Commandery at the depot in Philadel-
phia; from whence we were escorted to the Masonic Hall,
and greeted with an address of welcome from the venerable Sir
Knight Doctor Ducachett. From that place we were escorted
to the Continental Hotel, where we were all entertained
in & manner most creditable to the Knights of Philadelphia,
On the evening of the 23d and the morning of the 24th we

2
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visited the great Fair then in progress in Philadelphia, es-
corted by St. John’s Commandery, and on the evening of the
24th, at the invitation of the Sir Knights of that Commandery,
we partook with them at the Continental of one of the most
magnificent banquets I ever saw spread. I mention this par-
ticularly here, because, in my opinion, such visits of the
Fraters to each other are conducive of the kindest and best
feeling, and serve to unite the order in the strongest bonds
of Fraternal affection.

The three Commanderies returned to their residences on
the 25th, and every one was loud in praise of the manner in
which their Philadelphia Fraters had received and entertained
them. .

On the 11th of October, 1864, being on a visit to Haverhill,
in Massachusetts, a committee of Haverhill Commandery
waited upon me and gave me a pressing invitation to visit
their Commandery on that evening, which I did, and was
very much pleased to find a full assemblage of Sir Knights,
in full and perfect uniform, by whom I was received in a most
appropriate and courtly manner. My engagements were such
as to render my visit brief, but before I left a promise was
drawn from me to visit their Commandery again on the suc-
ceeding Tuesday, and, as Grand Master, install their officers,
which I did, traveling nearly 150 miles to do so. One side of
the ample hall of the Commandery was filled with the lady
relatives of the Sir Knights. The installation ceremonies
were full and most impressive, accompanied with prayer and
singing. Addresses were delivered by Eminent Commander
Chase and myself. After the ceremonies were over, and the
Sir Knights had divested themselves of their regalia, an
elegant collation was served, and eloquent and appropriate
speeches were made by members of the Commandery and
visiting Fraters from Boston, who honored the occasion with
their presence.

On the 14th of October, 1864, I had the pleasure to be
present and participate in the ceremonies of laying the corner-
stone of the Masonic Temple in Boston, an occasion which no .
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one, who had the good fortune to be present, will ever forget.
If the honors with which your Grand Master was received
and entertained by the Grand Body of Templars of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island is to be taken as an indication of
their affection for this Grand Encampment, then may we be
sure that there is none more loyal in all this broad land. He
was escorted from the R. R. Depot to the Hall, by Pilgrim
Commandery of Lowell, and was there received by a Com-
mittee of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and
Rhode Island, by whom he was introduced to that Grand
Body, and received in the most flattering manner by Grand
Master Gardner. After the procession was over, the high
honor, and exceeding great pleasure, of reviewing 800 Tem-
plars on Boston Common was afforded him. It was such a
display of Christian knighthood as has rarely, if ever, been
seen on the continent of America, and the entire review was
conducted with the order and military precision that would
have done honor to veteran soldiers.

On the 28th of October, I attended, by invitation, the an-
nual meeting of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts
and Rhode Island, and installed the officers elect of that
Grand Body. There, again, I was received with all the
courtesy and kindness that could be bestowed upon the con-
stitutional head of this illustrious Body.

On the 27th of April last I visited Baltimore Commandery
No. 2, at Baltimore, and conferred the Encampment orders,
and installed the officers of that Commandery.

These comprise all the official visits I have made during
the past three years. . ,

I will now proceed to state such of my official decisions
during the past three years as touch questions on which I
have no knowledge that decisions have heretofore been made.

I have been asked for my opinion on numerous questions,
which have been heretofore settled, either by my predecessors
or myself. These of course, I shall not again bring to your
notice.

In reply to aletter from a Sir Knight of Louisiana, in Nov.
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1862, in which he propounded the question: ¢ If a 8ir Knight,
not being a member, or belonging to any Encampment (Com-
mandery) that holds its charter immediately from the Grand
Encampment of the U. 8., is eligible to any office in the Grand
Encampment of the U. 8., or, if elected, can he be legally
installed as such ?*

I answered: ¢ Under the provisions of our Grand Consti-
tution, he cannot. But being aware that your question
applies to a Sir Knight who was recently elected to an office
in the Grand Encampment, who at the time of his election
was a member of Orleans Commandery, which, having been
chartered previous to his election, he thereby became eligible
to office, was rightfully elected, and is entitled to be installed.”

The following question was asked by a Grand Commander:
«“ Has a State Grand Commandery the power of making as-
sessments upon its subordinates in the form of edicts ?

To which the following answer was given: ‘“Article IV.,
Sec. 1, paragraph 4 of our Grand Constitution, authorizes
State Grand Commanderies to require of subordinate Com-
manderies ‘such proportions of the sums received by them
for conferring the orders ; likewise such sums, in the form of
annual dues from their respective members, as may be neces-
sary for supporting the Grand Commandery.’ *’

Here is full and ample power given to a Grand Command-
ery to “require” of subordinate Commanderies whatever may
be found necessary to support the Grand Commandery. It
may be argued that the Grand Encampment has specified the
manner in which this shall be done. True; but if the Grand
Commandery has fixed the proportion of the sum for confer-
ring the orders at $1 for each Knight created, and the annual
dues at 50 cents for each member, and it- so happens that no
Knights are created, and so many of the members have either
dimitted or died as to reduce the income of the Grand Com-
mandery to one half of its annual necessities, what is to be
done? The Grand Encampment evidently intended that the
Grand Commandery should be supported, and it must either
resort to an assessment on its subordinates, or submit to the
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disgrace of bankruptcy! The subordinate Commanderies
having formed the Grand Commandery, it is their duty to
sustain it or dissolve it ; and if they desire to sustain it they
must submit to an assessment for that purpose, if necessary.

Mackey says: * Every Grand Lodge has the right to im-
pose a tax on its subordinate Lodges.””—Jurisprudence, page
432. And on page 433, he says: * That the power to impose
taxes is a prerogative of every sovereignty is a doctrine which
it would be an act of supererogation to defend, for no political
economist has ever doubted it.”

There can be no doubt that a Grand Commandery has the
power to make the assessment.

Upon being interrogated by the Em. Commander of a Com-
mandery under dispensation, as to the powers of a Command-
ery thus situated, I decided that a Commandery U. D. was
placed, by our Grand Constitution, in the same position as a
chartered Commandery, with these exceptions: that a Com-
mandery U. D. is limited in its existence; that it cannot
elect its three first officers; and that it cannot be represented
in the Grand Body from the presiding officer of which it has
received its Dispensation. And I also decided that Templars,
who have received the orders in a Commandery U. D., sustain
the exact relation to that Commandery and to the great body
of Templars, that those who have received the Orders in a
chartered Commandery, sustain to the Commandery in which
they were made, and to the great body of Templars. The
mere conferring of the orders does not make the candidate
a member of the body that confers them, but the signing of
the by-laws does. These decisions will be found much elabo-
rated on the 42d, 43d, 44th, 45th, 46th and 47th pages of the
Grand Master’s letter-book.

To the question * whether it is proper to place in the By-
Laws of a Commandery a requirement that an applicant for
the order should be a Royal and Select Master?’ I replied
thus: I am very sure that my M. E. predecessor, Sir W,
B. Hubbard, decided that question in the negative, but can-
not find the decision. It has always been understood that
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the only test to which a candidate should be subjected is,
that he is a Royal Arch Mason; and the certificate attached
to the petition is always, so far as I have seen, that the ap-
plicant is a Royal Arch Mason (which is a requirement of
our Grand Constitution). If we commence making innova-
tions, there is no telling where we shall stop. If the Royal
and Select be required, we. shall next have the A. and A.
Rite, and so on. i

My opinion is decided that it would be an improper inno-
vation in the By-Laws of any Commandery, to require that
the candidate should be a Royal and Select Master. L. Book,
p. 66. .

‘While upon this subjeet, it is proper that I should call the
attention of this Grand Body to the fact that, long since I
made the foregoing decision, the Grand Commandery of Con-
necticut so amended their By-Laws as to require that every
candidate within that jurisdiction should be a Royal and
Select Master. :

Now, as there are hundreds of Royal Arch Masons, who
have been made Knights Templar, who have never received
the degrees of Royal and Select Master, such a requirement
by any Grand Commandery is equivalent to an edict debar-
ring a certain class of Templars from visiting the Command-
eries within its jurisdiction. Such could not have been the
intention of the Grand Commandery of Connecticut, as it
would be unjust; and I know the magnanimous Fraters who
compose that Grand Body too well to believe that they would
do injustice to any ome. I hope this Grand Encampment
will seriously consider whether it is not proper that some ac-
tion should be taken in regard to this matter.

A Grand Commander asks, whether a Grand Commandery
has the right to confer the Orders upon a regular Royal Arch
Mason, who has never applied for the Orders to any subordi-
nate Commandery, either with or without fee?

The Constitution of the Grand Encampment of the U. S.
provides that *“no Commandery, Grand or subordinate, shall
confer the Orders of Knighthood upon any one who is not a
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regular Royal Arch Mason.” (Sec. IL. Art. 4) Hereis a
direct admission by the Grand Constitution that a Grand
Commandery may confer the Orders.

The 5th clause of Section 1 of the same Article provides,
that *“no subordinate Commandery shall confer the Orders
of Knighthood for a less sum than twenty dollars.”” The in-
ference is, that a Grand Commandery may act its own pleas®
ure as to fees. -

One of Grand Master Hubbard’s decisions is, that a Grand
Commandery has the sole power to heal, and he follows it with
the remark, ¢ But, as in the olden time, the Supreme Power,
when assembled in Chapter, did not ordinarily confer the
Order on applicants, the usage obtained of delegating this
and other matters of importance to the subordinates.”” The
inference being that the Supreme Power did, ¢in the olden
time,” on ertraordinary occasions, and that, in later times,
the Grand Bodies, having the sole power to heal, possess also
the power to confer the Orders.

I have no doubt that a Grand Commandery has the power
to confer the Orders of Knighthood, and to do so with or
‘without fees, as they may deem most expedient. It is, how-
ever, a power which should be exercised with great caution,
and only on extraordinary occasions. L. B., p. 90.

A Grand Commander asks whether it is absolutely neces-
sary that every member of a Commandery who may be pres-
ent, should vote on the admission of a candidate ?

To which I answered that it was not; as, if it were, a
single Knight could prevent the election of any candidate
without using the black ball, as long as he pleased, as there®
is no way of forcing a member to vote.

A conscientious reason for not voting would be that the
member declining had not sufficient knowledge of the candi-
date to vote for him, aud knowing nothing against him, he
could not vote to reject. L. B., p. 93.

Commanderies, having exclusive power to decide all ques-
tions concerning membership, must decide all questions con-
cerning petitions therefor by vote—such as whether or not

a petition may be withdrawn, &c. L. B., p. 94.
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A Commander asks if there is any remedy where a mem-
ber of the Commandery persists in casting a black ball? I
answer, there is none known to me or to the Masonic laws
and usages. The ballot must be secret and it must be sacred.
It is a right that any member has, which cannot be ques-
tioned or interfered with, to reject whomsoever he pleases,

-and his motive cannot be questioned. L. B., p. 95.

The Grand Commander of Kentucky asks: ¢ Can Louis-
ville Commandery confer the Orders of Knighthood on a so-
Jjourning Royal Arch Mason, residing in Alabama?’ I will
give my answer in full :

«It is well known to us all that a Grand Commandery has
been formed in Alabama, and also that there are subordinate
Commanderies in that State. Our Grand Constitution ex-
pressly provides ¢that it shall be deemed irregular for any
Commandery thus to confer the Orders on any sojourner
whose settled place of residence is within any State, District
or Territory in which there is a Commandery regularly at
work, until the consent of the Commandery having terri-
torial jurisdiction is first obtained,’ &e.

¢TIt is, therefore, clear that, without the consent of the
nearest Commandery to the petitioner’s place of residence in
Alabama, or of the Grand Commandery of that State, Louis-
ville Commandery cannot confer the Orders without subject-
ing itself to the penalties prescribed by our Grand Constitu-
tion.

“ No power exists, either in the Grand Master or any
Grand Commander, to dispense with any constitutional pro-
vision, unless the Constitution itself authorizes it.

¢TIt will not do for us to make the least difference in our
action toward sister Commanderies, on account of the rebel-
lion, until we find that they are violating the constitutions of
our Order. When that is ascertained, it will be time enough
for us to act as the emergency may seem to demand. But,
by all means, let us keep ourselves in the right.” L. B.,p. 98.

One of the most troublesome and unpleasant questions
with which I have had to grapple during this term of my
Grand Mastership, has recently arisen in Missouri._
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The case, as it came to my knowledge early in June last,
for the first time, was as follows :

The Grand Commandery of Missouri was formed in 1860,
consisting of four chartered Commanderies. It held its regu-
lar annual meeting in May, 1861, according to its Constitu-
tion, at which all four of the Commanderies were represented,
and the regular business of the Grand Commandery trans-
acted.

No meeting was held in 1862, “in consequence,” as the
Grand Commander said, ‘of the continued troubles in the
State.” ,

On the day fixed by the Constitution, in May, 1863, the
regular annual meeting was held, at which three Command-
eries were represented, and the annual business was duly
transacted.

In 1864, the regular annual meeting was again held on the
day fixed by the Constitution, three Commanderies being
represented, and official notice being given of the disorgan-
ization of the other, Lexington, No. 3.

Up to this time everything seems to have progressed har-
moniously and satisfactorily within that Grand Jurisdiction.

The first intimation received by me that there was any
difficulty among the Templars of Missouri, was by letters
from Sir A. O’Sullivan, G. Recorder, and Sir Geo. Frank
Gonley, dated at St. Louis, May 29th, 1865. By those letters
I was informed that the annual meeting of the Grand Com-
mandery had been held at St. Louis, commencing on the day
fixed by the Grand Constitution. That the only chartered
Commandery represented was St. Louis Commandery, and
that Sir Joseph Foster, a Past Commander, and an honorary
member of Weston Commandery, was present. Both Sir
Knights O’Sullivan and Gouley went into a full history of
facts and circumstances, and desired my opinion whether the
meeting was legal.

T examined the subject with all the care that so grave a
matter deserved, and took the advice of Sir A.T. C. Pierson,
our V. E. G. Capt. Gen., and of that Eminent and learned
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Sir Knight, Albert Mackey, both of whom happened to be
with me at the time. And, in accordance with my own con-
clusions, fully concurred in by those Sir Knights, I addressed
a letter to Sir Knight O’Sullivan, from which I make the fol-
lowing extracts: *“Our Grand Constitution requires that
three chartered Commanderies shall unite for the legal forma-
tion of a Grand Commandery ; but when once formed, the
Constitution goes on to say, ¢ A State Grand Commandery
consists of the following members,” and then proceeds to
enumerate exactly what its membership shall be.

“ Not a word is said as to a quorum, and the inference is,
that a Grand Commandery can meet on a regular constituted
day, and perform its legal functions, if there be present a
regularly constitutional presiding officer, together with a
majority of the constitutional officers and members. The
representatives of Commanderies must act their own pleas-
ure whether to attend or not.

““The presence of the officers of Excaliber Commandery,
under dispensation, adds nothing to the legality of your
meeting, inasmuch as a Commandery U. D. cannot take part,
as such, in the proceedings of a Grand Commandery. They
could, therefore, unless they were regular grand officers, or.
officers of some chartered Commandery, only stand in the
relation of visitors. Your own records will show the number
of members entitled to seats in the Grand Commandery of
Missouri, and the record of your meeting in May will show
whether a majority of them were present. If they were, in
my opinion, your meeting was a regular and legal meeting,
and all your acts valid. If a majority were not present, then
it is my opinion that your meeting was not legal, and all
your acts are void. In case you were without a majority,
your proper course would have been to adjourn from day to
day until a majority could be procured.

“ A Grand Commandery, being a legislative body, must be
somewhat governed by legislative custom ; and it is a rule
of parliamentary law that, where & quorum is not definitely
fixed by a proper power having control of the “subject, it
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takes & majority of all the members of the body to transact
business.”

I received a letter from Sir Knight Gouley, for Sir A.
O’Sullivan, who was sick, dated July 6th, 1865, stating the
number of constitutional members of the Grand Commandery
of Missouri at twenty-five, and sending a list of their names,
and also a list of those in attendance at the annual meeting—
showing eleven individuals, one of whom represented by
proxy two persons, which would make twelve, and stating
that there were fourteen votes cast. To that letter I replied,
that ¢ according to your statement, there can be no doubt as

. to the.legality of your annual meeting of the Grand Com-
mandery of Missouri.”

I soon after received a letter from Sir Knight Belt, dated
July 14, accompanied by a full list of all persons whom, he
said, were entitled to vote in the Grand Commandery of Mis-
souri, showing thirty-two constitutional members. This list
I carefully verified by comparing it with all the printed pro-
ceedings then before me, and although a slight discrepancy
appeared, in the fact that, in my opinion, cne Knight counted
by Sir Knight Belt had no right to be counted, another not
counted by him, ought to have been counted, the number
composing the Grand Commandery appeared to be thirty-
two, and there not being seventeen present at the annual
meeting in May, I came to the conclusion that the proceed-
ings of that meeting must be held to be null and void.

I so replied, at much length, to Sir Knight Belt, and im-
mediately sent a copy of my letter to Sir A. O’Sullivan.

As soon as my letter reached Sir Knight O’Sullivan, he,
being sick, referred it to Sir Knight Gouley, who proceeded
to obtain direct evidence that three of the Knights embraced
in the list sent me by Sir Knight Belt as legal members of the
Grand Commandery of Missouri, were unaffiliated Templars
—that two, so embraced, had permanently removed from the
Jjurisdiction, and that one left St. Louis a number of years
ago, before the Grand Commandery of Missouri was formed,
and was supposed to be dead. He also sent evidence to
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prove satisfactorily to me that there were fourteen members
present at the Annual Meeting of the Grand Commandery,
in May, which was a quorum.

Under this state of things, I wrote Sir Knight Gouley that
I should reconsider what I had before hypothetically decided,
and not make a final decision regarding the subjeet until I
had given the contestants an opportunity to come before me
here on the 4th instant, and I sent a copy of my letter to Sir
Knight Belt.

On the 4th instant (yesterday) Sir Knight Belt, with Geo.
'W. Belt, Grand Commander of Western Commandery, Sir
Joseph G. Grubb, of St. Joseph’s Commandery No. 4, Sir
Knights O’Sullivan, Gouley, Aglar and Bosbyshell, of St.
Louis Commandery, appeared before me in this city, and
after a most pleasant, Knightly and harmonious interview,
the question was happily settled without my intervention,
and the Grand Commandery of Missouri stands upon our
record, united, faithful and true, and it is constitutionally and
ably represented in this Grand Encanypment. ‘

A very unpleasant and troublesome difficulty arose, in the
summer of 1863, among the members of Indivisible Friends
Commandery No. 1, at New Orleans, which for a time threat-
ened to destroy that old and respectable Commandery. After
a very voluminous correspondence with the Eminent Com-
mander and an old Past Commander of said Commandery, I
finally appointed Sir Knight J. Q. A. Fellows as my proxy,
to endeavor to settle the difficulty. He reported in July that
he found it out of his power to do so. I then issued my edict
on the 12th of August, 1863, in which I endeavored to state
succinctly all the facts that had occurred to mar the harmony
of the Commandery, and to state my conclusions thereupon.
The difficulty, stated as briefly as possible, arose from a dis-
affection of a portion of the Commandery with their Eminent
Commander, Crane, for the following reasons :

1st. Because he attended the Triennial Meeting of the
Grand Encampment, in 1862, without consulting the members

of the Commandery.
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2d. Because, by his order, the meetings of the Commandery
were moved from one point in the city to another.

3d. Because the Eminent Commander had announced that
in consequence of the absence of many members from the
city, that no election would be held on the day fixed by the
By-Laws for the annual election.

For these reasons the disaffected Sir Knights went so far
as to call a meeting of the Commandery, at what they styled
‘“ the old place,” and with a copy of the charter before them,

and in the absence of their Eminent Commander, they pro- -

ceeded to elect and install their officers, and to work in the
several Orders, while, at the same time, the other portion of
the Commandery, with the Eminent Commander and the
charter present, were holding meetings in Masonic Hall, and
creating Knights.

At this point of their disunion I was called upon to inter-
fere, and did as above stated. ]

I fully sustained Commander Crane in attending the Trien-
nial Meeting, it being his duty to do so without consulting
any one, and pronounced the proceedings at the meetings
held without the charter null and void.

I directed Sir Knight Crane to cause every member of In-
divisible Friends Commandery to be summoned to assemble
at ** the old place of meeting,” at some fixed time, and to be
there present himself, with the charter, organize his Com-
mandery, and proceed to elect officers.

And that those persons who had been created Knights
Templar during the time when the Sir Knights were acting
in two separate bodies might not suffer, they being ignorant
as to which was the legitimate Commandery, I delared that
all who were created in either assemblage should be recognized
as regular Knights of our Order.

And finally, in my edict I appealed to the Sir Knights of
Indivisible Friends Commandery, one and all, to divest them-
selves of all unkind feeling one to another, to meet in the
sacred Asylum as “indivisible friends’ in deed as well as in
name, and, casting from them all enmity, all ill-feeling, all
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desire to accuse one another of wrong, and exercising that
*charity which suffereth long and is kind,” kneel together
and renew their vows of affection and fidelity.

My edict was transmitted to our Grand Recorder, to be
officially forwarded to Sir C. Preston Crane, and was so for-
warded, but, through some inadvertance, was not received by
him, and was returned through the dead letter office to our
Grand Recorder on the 12th of December, 1863.

In the meantime I received a letter on the 8th of November
from Sir J. Q. A. Fellows, informing me that nothing had
been received from me, and I immediately enclosed to him a
copy of my edict, requesting that Sir Knight Crane would act
upon the copy, if he had not received the original, which I
presume he did, as in January, 1864, I received a regular
petition from the three commanderies in Louisiana, signed by
Sir C. P. Crane, as Past Commander, and J. H. Holland, a8
Commander, of Indivisible Friends Commandery, upon which
I issued my warrant as before stated, and I hope and trust
that harmony and kind feeling now prevail throughout that
Grand Jurisdiction.

All the papers relating to this case will be found in a
bundle submitted herewith. .

It is well known to all the members of this Grand Encamp-
ment that ever since the adoption of the constitution under
which we are now acting, that many of the changes made
from the constitution before in existence were unsatisfactory
to some of the State Grand Bodies, and that two of them at
least, and those among the most influential of the constituency
of this Grand Encampment, declined to conform to some of
the requirements of our present Grand Constitution, viz:
The Grand Encampments of Massachusetts and Rhode Island
and of Ohio. In the latter jurisdiction the question of con-
forming had been mooted with much apparent feeling on the
one side and on the other, but both these most respectable
Grand Bodies avowed themselves true to their allegiance to
the Grand Encampment, and the difference seemed only to
amount to matter of form. Since I assumed the exalted
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position I now occupy, as all will bear me witness, I have
done every thing that seemed to me possible to reconcile the
existing difficulties, and my most ardent desire has been that
when I surrendered my Grand Mastership, I should surrender
it to one who could preside over a National Grand Body, in
perfect harmony in all respects with each one of its wide-
spread constituents. With this feeling uppermost in my
heart, I received an official copy of a resolution passed by the
Grand Encampment of Ohio, at its annual meeting in October,
1863, from the Grand Recorder of that body, in the following
words:

¢ Resolved, That a committee of three, of whom M. E. Grand
Magster Jarvis be one, be appointed, on the part of this Grand
Encampment, and that a similar committee on the part of the
Grand Encampment of the United States be suggested,
charged with the duty of considering the points of disagree-
ment between these bodies, and, so tar as may be practicable,
reconciling the same, said committee to report to their respec-
tive bodies at their conclaves to be held in Columbus in the
year 1865.”

This resolution, as the copy of the record accompanying it
stated, was offered by Sir William B. Thrall, Past Grand
Master, and was unanimously adopted.

The committee consisted of Sir Kent Jarvis, Grand Mas-
ter; Sir Wm. B. Thrall, P. G. Master; and Sir Heman Ely,
Dep. G. Master. '

I hailed with great satisfaction this action of the Grand
Encampment of Ohio, because it seemed to me to be the
starting point for an amicable and Knightly adjustment of
the existing difficulties, and on the 12th of December I ad-
dressed a letter to our V. E. Grand Recorder acknowledging
the receipt of the resolution, in which I said: ¢I presume it
was the intention of the resolution to invite me, as Grand
Master of Knights Templar of the United States, to appoint
a committee on the part of the Grand Encampment of the
United States, that it may act during the recess and be ready
to report at the time specified. No one can be more anxious
than I am that the disagreement in question should be recon-
ciled, and having no doubt as to my power to appoint such a
committee I shall do so.”
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I proceeded to appoint Sir John W. Simons, of New York ;
Sir Solomon D. Bayless, of Indiana; and Sir Ezra L. Stevens,
of the District of Columbia, the committee on the part of the
Grand Encampment of the United States.

The joint committee thus appointed, met in the City of
‘Waghington, on the 1st day of June, 1864, all the members
being present, and proceeded, at once, to perform the high
and important duties assigned to them.

Their first action was to invite your Grand Master to par-
ticipate in, and to preside over, their deliberations.

They devoted two days, industriously, to the labor before
them, and all their consultations were marked by a kindness,
courtesy, and good feeling seldom witnessed in any meeting
of the kind.

Their deliberations resulted in the adoption, unanimously,
of five resolutions, touching the subject on which they had
assembled, and it is to be hoped that those resolutions will
be considered here, and be made the basis of a settlement of
all misunderstanding between this Grand Encampment and
any of its Grand Constituencies.

The proceedings of the joint committee were printed in
full, and distributed throughout our Grand Jurisdiction, and
since my arrival here I have placed many of them in the
hands of members of this Grand Body.

Having joined in the deliberations of the committee, and
voted for the resolutions, I consider it my duty to urge earn-
estly upon the Grand Encampment the appointing of a com-
mittee, to which those proceedings shall be referred, with
power to propose such action as will insure harmony in the
fature.

And as the nomenclature adopted in our present Grand
Constitution, does not meet the approbation of many of the
Grand Bodies of the States, I also earnestly recommend that
the special attention of the committee be directed to that sub-
ject, and that they be instructed to consider the propriety of
making such a change as shall better accord with other juris-
dictions of the world, and be satisfactory to all.
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And while on this grave subject of a change in our Consti-
tution, I desire to call your attention to what seems to me a
very important oversight, and which should at once be reme-
died.

The first section of the first article of our Constitution
enacts that *The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar
of the United States is thus constituted,” and then goes on
to specify, with great exactness, by whom it shall be constita-
ted.; but not one word is said as to how many shall be present
at a meeting to form a quornm for business.

Fortunately, this question has never been raised, and the
presumption has always been that a quorum was present.

I have examined this subject with great care, and have
been irresistably drawn to the conclusion that, as long as the
Oonstitution is silent on the subject, it should require a ma-
Jjority of all who are entitled by that instrument to vote to
form a quorum.

From the most reliable data within my reach I have made
an enumeration of every person who has a right to vote in
this Grand Body, which will accompany this report, and I
think you will receive, with some surprise, the information,
that one Grand Body within our jurisdiction has the right,
were all the individuals present, to cast at least fourteen votes
in this Grand Encampment !

I make no recommendation as to the specific formation of
a quorum, although I have formed a decided opinion on the
subject, which I shall have no hesitation in expressing to any
committee who may desire it.

I have observed, in passing over the printed proceedings
of the several Grand Commamderies, that comments have
been made upon the action of this Grand Encampment, at its
last Triennial meeting by which an order was unanimously
passed * That it be enjoined upon all State Grand Bodies,
and Subordinate Commanderies under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Body, to use the Ritual, a copy of which is in the pos-
session of the M. Em. Grand Master, being the same which is

in use in the jurisdiction of Massachusetts, and that in con-
3
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ferring the Order of Knight of Malta it should be made as
much a separate ceremonial as is observed in conferring the
other Orders of Knighthood.”

The words * Knight of Malta ** not being in our Constitu-

tion, it is objected that the foregoing order is in contraven-
tion of that instrument.
- Let me, in the first place, call your attention to the fact,
that the frregoing order does not authorize or direct the con-
ferring of the Order of Malta in our Commanderies. It takes
it for granted that, what we all know is the actual fact, the
Order of Malta is given in some ghape, and only undertakes
to direct that when it is given, it shall be given in a certain
manner. This is all. The Constitution itself does not enact
what orders shall be conferred in our Commanderies ; but, in
a directory clause, it says: * The rule of succession, in con-
ferring the Orders of Knighthood, shall be as follows: 1.
Knight of the Red Cross; 2. Knight Templar.”

In no other place in the Constitution are the orders to be
conferred, in any way designated by name.

Now, let me ask, is there a single Knight Templar in this
andience—is there one in the United States—who has not,
either by explanation, or by the full work, been initiated into
the mysteries of the Order of Malta or St. John of Jerusalem,
as the same is supposed to have been conferred upon the
ancient Knights of that Order? Not one, I will venture to
say; and there must be many here who have received the
Orders of Knighthood since the present Constitution was
adopted at Hartford, in 1856. Up to that time it is a well-
known fact, that in the clause of the old constitutions, cor-
responding with the one just quoted from the present, there
was added—*¢ 3. Knight