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TO FREE MASONS.

BreTHREN, v

Havine devoted much study to the subject of Free
Masonry, I am.thoroughly convinced that the ancient. land-
marks are removed, that our old customs are irreparably
infringed, and the established usages of the Ast are in ut-
ter confusion, bringing great discredit upon the Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons, and concealed daggers of
infidelity to the hearts of the brethren.

It becomes my bounden duty, as a faithful brother, to
make an effort, in the words of the Master’s charge, “ to
correct the irregularities of the less informed brethren; to
fortify their minds with resolution against the insidious foe,
and to guard them against every allurement to vicious
practices.”—See Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry, p."78.
and the Free Mason’s Monitor, p. 76.

Fearless of her whose name is Mystery, and whose light
is Egyptian darkness, it is done affectionately, brethren,
with respect to you. It will present you strange and un-
expected facts, with approved Masonic authorities for them,
in every case faithfully and amply quoted. Accept the
work ; ponder it ; and may Immanuel, God with us, ever
be with those, who with simplicity of heart receive truth in
the love of it.

: THE AUTHOR.



A LIST OF MASONIC AUTHORS
QU““D IN THIS WORK,
TO ILLUSTRATE THE CHARACTER OF FREE MASONRY,
4 With the page furnishing their masonic reputation.

Arp let it be observed, that though they have not all the same value
with the fraternity, not oné of them is considered apocryphal;
and but in a single instance do I recollect of one evil spoken of
by another. Lawrie and Dalcho both give a gibe at Ahiman Re-
20on ; and why? Because he maintains the mechanic origin of
the fraternity, and the party of the Ancients ; while Lawrie brings
Free Masonry from the sinks of antiquity, and Dalcho from hea-

ven, and both are stout supporters of the late party of Masons
called Moderns.

1. Free Masons® Monitor, by Col. Thomas Smith Webb. New-
York edition, 1802. Its sanction found in this volume, p. 80.

2. Masonic Chart, by Jeremiah L. Cross. 8d ed. New-Haven,
1824. Sanction, chapter x. p. 55.

8. Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts. 4to. Sanction, p. 844.

4. Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry. 12mo. Richards’ edition.
Portsmoutk, N. H. 1804. From Strahan’s 10th London edition.

Mr. Preston was master of the Lodge of Antiquity, London,
“ aoting by immemorial custom.” His work, dedicated to Lord Pe-
tre, P. G. M. of England, is the most complete manual and history
of English Masonry, arid the most approved. It has the authority
of a Book of Constitetions in England, and forms the basis of the
Free Mason’s Moniter, and of Dalcho’s Ahiman Rezon, and contri-
butes largely to every manual of Masonry published in America.

The only sanction I can quote for this book, is the favour it has
enjoyed, and still enjoys, with the Masonic public, best proved by the
number of editions through which it passed in London—ten, in less
than thirty years.

5. Hutchinson’s Spirit of Masonry. 18mo. Reprinted at New-
York, A, D. 1802. Sanctioned by the Gr. Lodge of England. p. 130.

6. Akimen Rexon, by Lawrence Dermott, Secretary of the An-
cient Masons. 8vo. p. 284. London, 1764. Noticed, p. 128.

7. Smith's Use and Abuse of Free Masonry. A large octavo, dedi-
oated to Frederick of Prussia. London, A. D. 178-.

8. Calcott's Disquisitions upon Free Masonry. 8vo. Reprinted at
Boston, A. D. 177-.
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9. Tannchill's Manual. A handsome octavo. Tennessee. Dedica-
ted to the Most Worshipful Andrew Jackson. This is one of the
best historical and practical Jodge books I have seen.

10. Hardie’s New Free Mason's Monitor. 3d edition. New-York,
12mo. Recommended by twelve presiding officers in the lodges of
New-York.

11. Town’s Speculative Masonry. 12mo. Sanction, p. 171,

12. Dalcho’s Orations. Charleston, South Carolina. This is an
important work. Dr. Dalcho is a Sovereign Inspector Qeneral of
Free Masonry ; and his orations are published by the request of the
Grand Lodge, and of the Sublime Grand Lodge of South Carolina.

18. Lawrie’s Historyof Free Masonry. Edinburgh, 1804. 8vo.

This work discovers more learning and good sense together, than
any other masonic treatise 1 have perused. The most valuable part
of it may be seen in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Art. Masonry.
It is far from satisfactory. .

14. Greenleaf’s Brief Inquiry. Portland, 1820. 8vo. A hand-
some volume of 100 pages The views are with Lawrie: both make
Free Masonry originate 1n the ancient heathen mysteries ; but the
proof - is deficient ; not so much barren as inconsistent.

15. Templar's Chart, by J. L. Cross. New-Haven, 1821. 18mo.

16. Esprit du Dogme de la F. Magonnerie. Brussels, 1825. 8vo.
Tts character may be seen in extracts, page 240 of this volume,
using the emblems and pretended traditions, to dispute and pervert
the sacred writings. It is the last masonic author I have read, and
could not possibly have coloured these pages before it enters them,
p. 249, ‘ C

17. Dalcho’s Ahiman Rexon, which is the Book of Constitutions
of South Carolina. Charleston, 1807. 8vo.

18. Free Mason's L;'bf'ary, by Samuel Cole. Baltimore, 1826.
2d edition. 8vo. pp. 400

This is the Book of Constitutions of Maryland. ' Sanction, p. 50.

‘These treatises have all been carefully, some of them, studiously,
examined ; and if from them the character of the institution cannot
be fairly learned, I despair of obtaining it.

It may interest the inquirer to know, that the entire body of the
first 288 pages of this volume was written, except chapters £5 and
28, before the author suffered himself to peruse a single anti-maso-
nic author but Stearns’ Inquiry. He sought to deal honourably
with Free Masonry; and to judge of it solely by the testimony of
its friehds : having done that, he felt free to examine the opinions
of others.
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Tax first Free Mason Lodge in North Anrerica was es-
tablished in New-Jersey, A. D. 1730, by warrant. from the
mother of lodges, the Grand Lodge of England, undér the
hand of the Duke of Norfolk, Grand Master. (Preston.)
The revolutionary struggle caused Free Masonry, for a
season, to flourish ; then it languished ; and it was almost
breathless at the time the first grand chapter was.formed ;
and the first edition of Webb’s Free Mason’s Monitor was
published, A. D. 1797. Then it revived, and though checked
by the works of theAbbé Barruel, and Professor Robison,
it bore them down at length with the multiplicity of its as-
sertions, and went on increasing until A. D. 1816; the offi-
cial returns of lodges in the United States was estimated at .
850 nearly. (Hardie.)

The Free Mason’s Library, Baltnmore, 1826, furnishes a
list of the principal lodges in the United States, “ collated
from, and compared with, copies of the original records of

the several grand lodges.”
This list nambers, to

Maine, . . . . 46 New-Jersey, . . . 46
New-Ha.mpshu-e, . 40 Pennsylvania, . . . 187
Massachusetts, 90 Delaware, . . . . 16
Rhode Island, . 13 Maryland, . . . . 80
Connecticut, 62 Virginia, . . . . 100
Vermont, . . . . 34 North-Carolina, . . 81
New-York, . . . . 157 South Carolina, . . 54

1 dtam mah g Aoa - -



viil PREFACE.

Georgia, . . . . 30 Louisiana, . . . . U
Missouri, . . . . 8 Misgissippi, . . . . 8
Ohio, . . . . . . 72 Kentucky, B ¢
Ténnessee, . . . . 55 Illinois, . . . . . 11
' 1203

The names and places of 1182 of these | are

given; but the list must be quite deficient, for New-York,
which, in the list, is allowed but 157, had, in 1825, accord-
ing to the indisputable authority of Governor Clinton,
« nearly 500 lodges, and more than 100 chapters.” (See
New-York Statesman, Tth October, 1825, and this same
F. M. Library,p. 344.) Besides, the entire states of In-
diana and Alabama, having, in 1820, a population of
291,000 souls,and rapidly increasing, are not returned in
the list. .

Allow them®25each, . . . . . . . 50

New-York 500—157 =343, . . . . . 343

And for the deficiency of all other, . . . 343

' - 736

Add to this the actual returns, with names -
and places, . . . . . . . . 1182
1918
Allow for increase since A. D. 1825, . . . 82
2000

A fearful number, having enrolled thirty or forty names |

each, on their lists of members; say, the very lowest esti-
mate, 30 X 2000 = 60,000. Sixty thousand Free Masons
in the lodges of the United States, besides members of
‘councils, of encampments, and of royal arch chapters.

The names which appear coupled with the offices of the
craft, are often among those distinguished in the state, and
in the army, and in the ministry.

Be Free Masonry what it may, it evidently has extensive
influence, a powerful sway in this republic; strictly com-
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bining a grex;t body of active mémbers of the community

in one secret fraternity, teaching them its own highly va-
lued lessons, and enabling them to act without the respon-
‘sibilities attached to the independent yeomanry of our
country. ‘ .

It also has a great revenue. If every lodge make three
Masons annually, at twenty dollars each,lodges 2000 x
3 = 6000 new members, each $20 x 6000 = $120,000
per annum, the revenue of the lodges.

I say nothing of chapters and others.

Such a combination of activity, mystery, talents, and
money, accompanied with magnificent titles, and splendid
professions, and ornaments captivating to youth, is not un-
worthy of the attention both of statesmen and moralists.*

For a history, it has none tolerably satisfactory ; Lawrie’s
may be found in our public libraries. (Ency. Brit. art. Ma-
sonry.) v

Its learning is scattered in many volumes, and its doc-
trines are so covered with ceremonies, and the fog of mys-
tery, that few, even of its highest adepts, are thoroughly
instructed in its claims and character.

The writer has, therefore, sought with all diligence to
compile a mass of information, drawn from purely masonic
sources, which should throw a ray of light upon Free Ma-
sonry visible to all ; and if, in the execution of this task, the
feelings excited by the subject have not always been re-
strained, pardon me; gravely to contemplate inconsisten-
cies, is neither natural nor safe ; it is necessary sometimes to
laugh at folly, as an antidote to infection; and sometimes
to repel falsehood with indignation, lest it fasten upon the
simple. ' -

Names do not affect the value of arguments. Where par-

* What it can do politically is seen in Mexico at this moment, where the
national parties are fearfully violent, and take the names of Feosiasws, and
York, from different rituals of Free Masonry. -

\ B .
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ties exist they often hurt : for the reader’s attention will be
turned from the argument to the orator, from truth immu-
table and eternal, to the frail and peccable mortal uttering it.
And thisis an evil, whether in friends or foes; for the undivi-
ded attention necessary to discern and appreciate truth, is
distracted with prejudice, or partiality towards the speaker.

The opinions of the writer cannot be mistaken ; but they
have no value that you do not give them ; and if they are
not justified by a perusal of the copious authorities within
the two covers of this book, neither his nor any other name
will justify them. He asks no credit for facts, or for asser-
tions : these are made and furnished by Webb, Town,
Cross, Preston, Hutchinson, Cole, Lawrie, Dermott, Smith,
Greenleaf, Dalcho, Tannehill, Hardie, and the various
grand officers and grand lodges, who have sanctioned their
labours. The writer is a compiler from their pages, with
only the remarks suitable for refreshment ; and, if Free
Masonry is condemned, it must be from just quotations of
her own commentators, the title and page in-every instance
accompanying the quotation. ‘

The whole merit of the question lies between faithful
extracts of masonic authors here given, and the truth. The
attorney collects, arranges, and illustrates facts ; the reader
is to decide the case; the reader is the judge ; and if your
attorney appear before you in a respectful manner, address
you in plain English, and argue his case diligently, not tra-
velling out of the record, I trust you will give him & patient
hearing ; and, believe, if his name could be valuable
to you, it should be forthcoming with the promptness
of truth, and without fear of the mystery whose doctrine is
Venorance, and whose daring defies both the laws of God
and of man.

“Yet all are not satisfied.”

All cannot be satisfied. Having carefully sought to
know what is duty, the writer is satisfied, any name beneath
the starry heavens would be a detriment attached to-this
volume. Suppose for a moment, reader, it were Truthwell.
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She who run down the Abbé Basruel’s and Professor Robi-
son’s Free Masonry, would also run down Truthwell's. It
would be vanity in the writer to suppose otherwise. But
she may run against “Free Masonry” until out of wind,
and it will hold way with her. She will escape from it, when
the horse escapes from his shadow. Every assault upon
« Free Masonry” will surely be well directed ; she hes liber-

ty; let no name parry her blows.

Again, what can any name add to the author s view of
this subject ? Suppose the name were Jefferson ; she would
array aguinst it, in a single paragraph, Washington, Frank-
lin, Warren, La Fayette, George the King, the Dukes of
York, and of Sussex, &c. and what could he do ? With one
flourish of her magical wand, she would mayshal against it
the Patriarchs, the Kings of Israel, and the Prophets ; with
another, all the heathen philosophers of Greece and of
Rome ; what could the supposed Jefferson say? Only
that truth will stand in its own name against the assembled
universe. 8o let it stand ; and the foe may array all the
names of glory upon the page of history, against “ Free
Masonry ;" far be it from the author to interfere.

Were the author’s name here, she would scorn to notice
his book ; she would make the war personal ; she would
turn the attention of her dupes upon him ; and with her ten
thousand tongues, she would force honest people, by the
irresistihle torrent of her malice, to sneer at the name of
any man’s Free Masonry : while she is free to abuse, or to
feed upon “ Free Magonry ;” that will make her faint and
sick, when an honest name to devour, would strengthen her
heart.

So persnaded is he of the propnety of this course, that
the author will sooner submit to the morfification of seeing
his labour come before the public without even the honest
name of the printer, than, by placing another on the title-
page, shield Free Masonry from her own arrows : and were
he, by solemn act of Providence, removed this night from
his earthly labours, he would leave it in charge. that no
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name of the author should appear in the work ; not that it
would shame the reader ; but his work is truth, which is ir~
resistible, while the author is a mortal that can be barked
down.

He received the secret of the lodges in due form, under
able masters ; laboured at the lectures with the resolution
of a hale man taking patent medicines ; others found them
so beneficial, he would not fail of their benefit for the want
of afair trial, All the language of the lodges, and the te-
dious details of the lectures, he learned by dint of perseve-
rance, and could once rehearse equal to his satisfuction:
still the charm refused to operate, the talismanic influence
failed to exert itself; and, like-one fairly innoculated with
genuine matter, he, to the disappointment of the doctor,

.yet took the disease the natural way.

With great simplicity he sought the meaning of this, mo-
a sure hint at the master’s entire ignorance of the subject,
was always sufficient, when coming from men four, seven,
and ten degrees -above him, completely to shut his mouth.
He could not presume to doubt what they, from their ele-

~ vation, saw clearly ; and having no disposition further to

climb the eminence, nor relish for the twilight of the lodges,
he withdrew from the connexion; travelling, but neither
giving nor receiving lion’s paws, due guards, or grips ; nei-
ther knowing a man, nor being known, as a Free Mason.

From this state of tranquillity he was disturbed by an
event, which, unworthy as it might seem to its agents, dis-
turbed every Mason, and shook every lodge, in the Union;
agitated, and does yet greatly agitate, the public mind; sever-.
ing friendships, dividing families, rending churches.

A citizen of New-York, it may be a most unworthy man,
yet an American citizen, in the autumn of 1826, was mali-
ciously taken with the form of legal process, from his fire-
side and family at Batavia, New-York, by Free Masons,
was transported sixty miles to Candaigua for trial. Atonce
discharged by the law, he was again arrested for debt to
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the amount of two dollars; and, far removed from his
friends, he was immured in a prison for that petty sum,
while they could mature their plans.* This accomplished,
they paid the debt to release him from prison, nine o'clock,
P. M., and contrived, by strong drink, or drugs, or both, to
take and to transport him, by night and by day, in the pub-
lic,and in private conveyances, from Canandaigua to Lew-
iston, through a populous part of this free country, one
hundred miles; thence to-a deserted fort on the lonely
point where Niagara enters Ontario lake, and kept him
three days, seeking with anxiety to rid the country of. him
without his blood. Here the veil drops; the victim can be
traced no further, except in the reports of his merciless
death, which are not a little strengthened by the flight,
and continued absence in foreign parts, or in distant terri-
tories, of three active masonic conspirators.

Proclamation, with reward, was repeatedly issued by the
lamented Clinton ;.suits were instituted, and several Frec
Masons have suffered, or are now suffering, in prison, the
penalty of the law, for the forcible abduction of a fellow
citizen;t while, in other cases, the course of justice has

. * Being at Canandaigua, he borrowed linen for cleanliness ; and, having
reached home, was arrested for petit larceny. When discharged from eri-
minal process, he was seized in an action on account for the same shirt and
cravat, valued at two doliars.

t+ Trial at Canandaigua, first week in January, 1827. Judge Throop
proceeded to sentence the defendants in the following terms: “ You have
been convicted of a daring, wicked, and presumptuous crime ; such an one
as we did hope, would not, in our day,have polluted this land. You have
robbed the state of a citizen, a citizen of his liberty, a wife of her husband,
and a family of helpless children of the endearments and protecting care of
a parent; and, whether the unfortunate victim of your rage has been im-
molated, or u in the land of the living, we are ignorant, and even you do
not pretend to know.

“ It is admitted in this case, and stands proved, that Morgan was, by a
hypocritical pretence of friendship and charity, and that, too, in the impo-
sing shape of pecuniary relief to a distressed and poverty-bound prisoner,
beguiled to intrust himself to one of your number, who seized him as soon
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been impeded by the machinations of Free Masonry, im-
periously demanding of the Executive of New-York, the
following message to the Senate :

« GenTLEMEN—A large portion of the inhabitaats of the
state, has been, for more than a year, highly excited by the
alleged forcible and clandestine removal of a citizen, and
by the uncertainty of his fate. It is believed by many that
he has been murdered, and it is certain that, if alive, he is
in captivity. This outrage upon our laws has justly alarm-
ed our fellow citizens in that part of the state, and has pro-
duced exertions such as might have been expected from
freemen, conscious of their rights, and determined to main-
tain them, to develope the mysterious transaction, and to
bring the offenders to justice.

% As yet their efforts have fmled The rewards and in-
ducements heretofore offered for a discovery, have been un-
avajling. The trials and convictions that have taken place
have rather increased the mystery of the transaction. The
efforts of individual citizens, stimulated by a patriotic zeal,
have not always been guided by discretion, and there is rea-
son to fear, that they have sometimes tended rather to pre-
vent, than promote, a judicious developement of the truth.
It is publicly stated, that a witness, while on his way to at-
tend the trial of some of the persons charged with a parti-
cipation in the original outrage, has suddenly and unac-
countably disappeared, and advertisements offering rewards
for his discovery, have been extensively circulated.

« If there be-any foundation for this suggestion, it affords
a strong reason for the adoption of proper measures to
quiet the alarms of our fellow citizens.”

And he recommends * that a law be passed, authorizing
the appointment of a competent person, for the purpose of

a8 confoderate arrived to his aid, almost at his prison door, and in the
night time hurried him into a casriage, &c..”—~New-York Commercial Adver-
tiser, sccond of February, 1827,
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investigating the alleged .criminal transactions in relation
to the removal of William Morgan, and all the incidents
connected therewith—with power to perform all acts and
duties necessary to a full and fair judicial mvuttgmon and
determination of the alleged offences.

“'NATHANIEL PITCHER, Licut. Gov.

« Albany, 18th March, 1828.™

This proof that the excitement is real and not affected,
is put beyond doubt by the vote of the Senate upon the
bill authorizing such appointment, which bill was passed
24 to 8'; and by the House, where a determined opposition
was made, bn the ground of its conferrimg wnexampled
powers, with a view to foster a political excitement, hostile
to one of the candidates in the national election next pend-

ing, was passed 66 to 44.

All this trouble is made by Free Masonry, this dn.rmg
assault upon private rights, this obstinate resistance to
the course of public justice ; this successful and persevering
attempt to restrain the arm of the legal authorities ;—all this
" multiplied evil is produced by Free Masonry.

“ What is she?” Every one inquires, “what is Free
Masonry

The very question this volume will help the reader to an-
swer. What is the foundation of Free Masonry, its super-
structure, itsaim? What is its origin? What, are its pre-
tensions, its peculiar principles, its operations in other coun-
tries! The reader will find in these pages genuine maso-
nic documents, with references to their source, to aid his
understanding upon each of these interesting questions:
for the autl.or has not attempted to give “ a system of Free
Masonry;” but to give the incontestible documents which
will enable every reader himself to form a system.

Having seen the title-page, one says, “ the writer is trying
to destroy Free Masonry.”

But it is notso; heis trying to learn its character ; its
secret he has already. If Free Masonry is destroyed by
merely searching its character, that is another thing: and of
that every searcher of ity character will judge for himself.
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- Another says, “It is an old institution ; its foundation is
deep ; it is spread all over the world ; you eannot shake it.”
Now, again, there is no wish to shakeit; but if looking
at its foundation shake it, that cannot be helped. We
would know what the fabric stands on; and if that be no-
thing, let it stand ; who will care? only there are many
who would like to know it.’

«It is a religious and moral institution ; carries the Bible
with the square and compasses in front; you do wrong to
oppose it.”

Carry them in welcome ; but I persist in knowing why ;
And for that purpose take up Col. Webb’s Monitor.
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CHAPTER L

* When first the golden Mo aloft,
“ With golden breeses whispering soft,
‘ “ Sprung from the East with rosy wing,
“To kiss the heavenly first-born 8pring ;
® Jehovah, then, from hallowed earth,
“ Gave Masonry immortal birth.”
Pmlou, Londen Ed. 1792, p. 368.

Free Mason’s Monitor, Part I. Book I. Chap ] Origin
of Masonry.

« Frox the commencement of the world, we may trace
the foundation of Masonry.. Ever since symmetry began
and harmony displayed her charms, our ordeir has had a
being.” Preston, chap. i. sec. 3, states this pretension in
the same words. So the Book of Constitutions of South
Carolina, p. 2.

Masonry, owr order, has had a being ever since symme~
try began and harmony displayed her charms! Thesge are
the first words of the first chapter of a book, professing,
« although chiefly intended for the use of the ancient and
honourable society of free and accepted Masons,” to be

“algo calculated to explain the nature and design of the
Masonic Institution to those who may be desirous of be-
coming acquainted with its principles.”

« Ever since symmetry began,” &c. This period was,
probably, much earlier than the creation of man. Yet, in

1
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charity, we must suppose the Masonic Reformer* did not
intend to date the commencement of our order before the
creation of the human species ; and (a8 the words will not
bear an interpretation at all suited to any period since the'
creation of man) I am willing to suppose that the creation
of man was the time, when, according to the Monitor, sym-
metry and the Masonic order had their being ; as it is also
written, “ From the commencement of the world, we may
trace the foundation of Masonry.”t

- This view of the subject is confirmed by the fact that the
best authorities place the era of man’s creation 4000 years
before the Christian era ; and Free Masonry, reckoning like
the self-styled eternal city, ab urbe condita, makes the year
1828, of the Christian era, to be the year 5828 of its era;
that is, the year of light, the anno lucis of Free Masonry,
agrees exactly with the year of creation.

In strict accord with this view, the poet sings in lines ap-
proved by the constituted authorities of Free Masonry ;
£ When earth’s foundation first was laid
By the Almighty Artist'whand,
*Twas then our perfect laws were made,
Established by his strict command.”

It is plainly, then, ane of the pretensions of Free Ma-
sonry, that the order of Masonry was established at the pe-
, riod of creation. That (as is asserted in the lines above

# The author of the Free Mason's Monitor, Col. Thos. 8. Webb, whoss
memory lives in the hearts of many of the fraternity, introduced changes
#0 numerous and important into the rales, snd babits of work, iu the Lodges
of Amerios, that he may with propriety bo regarded as the great modemn
Reformer of Magonry. He was deceived; but his object was praisewor-
thy; his aim was public good—was extensive benevolence. He lived to
publish many editions of the Monitor, and succeeded in bringing the work
20 nearly 1o suit the wants of the Fratemity, that it has the authority of
a most valoed fext bosk. ' '

14 The first stage of Masonry took its rise in the earliest times, was

ated inthe mind of Adgm, descended pure through the antedilevian
ages,” &c. &c.  Hutehinson’s Spirit of Masenry, p. 119.
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quoted) its laws were established by the Almighty, is a sen-
timent belonging to the brain of the poet ; a sesiiment which
must have escaped him in an irrévereat moment, gnd which
ought not hastily to be charged as- one of the pretensions
of the Order.

‘The firet objccuon having been to the asswnied era of
Free Masonry, to the pretension it makes to have its be-
ginning with the beginning of time—} ecome riow to a so-
cond pretension, dlso well worth considering.

If s truth can be established ; indeed, if a very small
part of it be trae, Free Masonry deserves a religious vene-
ration. We ought to pay profound respect to an institution
#0 henoured of God ; so adorned by his prophets ; so won-
derfully, so miraculously preserved, amidst the convulsmns
of the deluge.

That I make mot a mistake, and charge pretensions to
JFree Masonry whieh belong only to a few extrivagant or
disorderly brethren, I will pay no regard to the'idle words of
any mian ; but will extract fully from a standard work of
Free Masonry; froni a treatise, approved by the constituted
autherities of Free Masonry, and by them recommended to
the attention and study of all the members of the fraternity.

~ 'This is a fair course for Free Masonry ; and it is the only
safb conree for the writer. The conclusions to which it
leads must be satisfactory toall.

I wish to say nothing harshly of the following, or of any
othver of the pretensions of Free Masonry. I would state
them fairly from the approved books of the Craft; I would
throw them out upon the broad expanse of p‘uB!ic opnnon
and leave them wholly to their 6wn weight; premising;
however, my awn coiiviction, that it will happeén to the pre-
tensions, as it did to the suspected witches of old: if one
floated on the deep, she was burnied for a witch ; and ifone
sunk, she was inevitably drowned.
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Free Magpn’s Monitor, Part_11. Book 1. Chapter X. .

“ The most potent grand master, representing Solomon,
in the east, seated in a chair of state under a rich canopy,
with a crown on his head, and a sceptre in his hand.® .,

‘We will not tarry for the description of the royal vest-
ments, but proceed to the history and charge of this de-
gree—(Knights of the Arch.) My worthy Brother. It
is my intention at this time, to give you a clearer account
than you have yet been acquainted with, of Masonry, of
which at present you barely know the elements,” [Hear,

. “Enoch, being inspired by the Most High, and in com-
memoration of a wonderful vision, built a temple under
ground, and dedicated the same to God. Methusaleh, the
son of Enoch, constructed the building without being ac-
quainted with his father’s motives.” (This is the Enoch
who was “ the first translated ;" and the Methusaleh who.was
“the oldest man.””) “ Enoch caused a triangular plate of
gold to be made, each side of which was a cubit long; he
enriched it with the most precious stones, and encrusted the
plate upon a stone of agate of the same form.  He then
engraved upon it the ineffable characters, and placed it on
a triangular pedestal of. white marble, which he depesited
in the deepest arch.—And none but Enoch knew of the
treasure which the arches contained.”

-« And behold the wickedness of mankind increased more,
and became grievous in. the sight of the Lord ; and God
threatened to destroy the whole world. Enoch, perceivingthat
the knowledge of the arts was likely to be lost in the ge-
neral destruction, and being desirous of preserving .the
principles of the sciences, for the posterity of those whom
God should be pleased to spare, built two great pillars on
the top of the highest mountain ; the ope of brass to with-
stand water; the other of marble to withstand fire. And
he engraved on the marble hieroglyphics, signifying that
there was a most precious treasure concealed in the arches
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under ground, which he had dedicated to God ; and he en-
graved on the pillar of brass the principles of the liberal
arts, particularly of Masonry."

Not a word of so interesting a tale ought to 'be lost ; but
not to occupy too much time, I omit a page, still retaining
the thread of the story.

“'The flood took place in the year of the world 1656, and
destroyed most of the superb monuments of antiquity. The

. marble pillar of Enoch, fell in the general desolation; but
by divine permission, the pillar of brass withstood the water,
by which means the ancient state of the liberal arts, and
particularly masonry, has been handed down to us.”

Now were I to condemn this pretension in toto, some
might think it sprung from a hostility to the “ ancient and

"honourable institution ;* I will, therefore, abstain from all
censure ; I will leave the suspected thing to sink or swim,
according to the specific gravity of the medium in- which it
may happen to be immersed. But there are minds, in which
it waits not the fagot and the stake. That Enoch was
“ inspired by the Most High,” is allowed on the authority of
the Holy Scriptures. But that he was inspired to build a
temple and arches and pillars, for the preservation of Free
Masonry, or of any thing belonging to Free Masonry, is, as
far as my knowledge extends, a presumptuous assertion ;—
and, notwithstanding the R. A. K.,and the R. A. 8, and the,
R. A. T, and the two R. A.C’%. of a Grand Royal Arch
Chapter, have certified, that, “ The Free Masons’ Monitor
is replete with useful masonic information, and is fully en-
titled to the sanction of the Grand Chapter.” I cannot be-
lieve one word of its antediluvian pretensions.
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CHAPTER II.

uTh-smmqﬁohh. ish people reject us,

« For which they are highly to blame ;
% They canmot show any objection,

« Or reason for doing the same ;
“'The Art’s a divine inepiration,

* As all honest men will declare :
4 8o here’s to all true hearted Brothers,

© That live within compas and square.

“Fa, la, o, &o.”
L JkﬁmMp.m

T'wo pretensions of masonry have been brought into view
without argument. In matters so extravagant it is enough
to doubt. It might seem to be in season to show the fal-
lacy of so éxtraordinary claims, when something besides as-
sertion is brought te their support. But lest I should seem
not sufficiently to respect the pretensions of “ the most an-
cient institution;” pretensions familiar to the standard
works, to the ephemeral publcations, and to the more noisy
supporters of Free Musonry; I will give a few of the best
reasons for sapposing these to be wholly unworthy of credit.

The first pretension, it will be recollected, is, that « our
order kas had a being ever since symmetry began.”- The
proof is tradition-—the same as is used to prove that after
Deucalion’s flood, Deucalion and Pyrrha repeopled the de-
solate earth, by throwing stones behind their backs—those
which Deucalion threw becoming men, and those which
Pyrrha, his wife, threw becoming maidens.

% Quis hoc credat, nisi sit pro teste vetustas'”

exclaims the poet ; who could believe this, were not tradition
the witness! 'This veritable witness must have left part of
the masonic story untold ; for if “ our order™ be as old as
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Sme, it will be diffienlt to cenceive who were the fiest ma-
. sons. Mortals ef age to constitute a lodge, did not exist
until some years after the beginning of time. Who were
the first masons then? A singuler lodge it must have been,
in which Adam was both most worshipful Master and
Tyler,—and Eve, the only “ cowen and eaves dropper” un-
der the syn.*

“ No ;™ it is replied, “ we do not meen so. We do mnot
mean there were Lodges before there were men to constitiite
them. Weonlymeauthattheptildpkcofthemderm
as old as the world.”

Very well ; then, “our order” has not had a being ever
since symmetry began ; but only the principles of the order.
Exactly so. Let us examine the subject in this its best light.

- First; cean the principles peculiar to an institution
be older than the institution itself? Certainly not. If the
principles existed before the institution, the institution hag
no peculiar claim to them ; it must have adopted or borrowed
them. And if an institution be as old as the principles are
which it herrows and gdopts, why then a charitable institu~
tion is coeval with the principle of love! And masonry
might better date its origin, not from the beginning of time,
but some ages before! And so an author has it: “ If from
our moral principles we date the origin of Masonry, we

must fix its era coexistent with the Almighty.” Town's

Speculative Free Masonry, p. 94.
What has Free Masonry to do with the era of creation? I

do not see. Jts lodges must be younger,—some of its
adopted principles certainly are older. If we assume the

¥ ¢ Certainly the art itself is cosval with man, the great ohject of it.
Nay, it may well be styled coeval with creation; when the [Sovereign Ar-
chitect raised on magonic principles the beauteous globe.”—Smith’s Use and
Abuse of Free Mas. p.28. And the same words repeated, p. 108.
% Our first father, Adam, deny it who can,
# A mason was made as 500n as & man.”
Ahiman Resen, p. 114.
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origin of the-principles for the date of the institution, mason-
ry is more than 5828 years old ; and if the organization of

the first lodge be, as it truly should be, taken as the day of .

its date, masonry is not so old as time. It is very evident,

then, that Free Masonry lies under a flat contradiction on

the first pretension.

The principle of liberty is as old as the creation, or as any
of the principles of masonry. But how absurd it would be
to date the independence of these United States from the
beginning of time! And not less absurd is it, to date ma-
sonry from that early period, because some of the principles
it has chosen to adopt are, indeed, much older. So con-
clusive is this argument to my mind, that I take my leave of
the first pretension with a strong hope, that an effort will be
speedily made to rectify the era of Free Masonry to some
possible date ; and, as one of the brethren, I cheerfully offer
my services to aid in the work.

A lame attempt is ‘made to rest the second pretension
on the authority of Josephus; but as the relation of that

author differs essentially from the masonic tradition, if it

proves any thing in the premises, it is unfavourable to the
pretensions of Free Masonry. -

« I will set the pretension from the Monitor by the side of
Josephus’ relation, that the reader may compare for him-
self. ' '

. Monitor.

 Enoch being inspired by
the Most High, built two
great pillars on the top of
the highest mountain, the
one of brass, to withstand
water, the other of marble,
to withstand fire. He en-
graved on the pillar of brass
the principles of the liberal
arts, particularly of Masonry.

Josephus, Book 1, Chap. 2.

Speaking of the descend-
ants of Seth: “They also
were the inventors of that
peculiar sort of wisdom
which is concerned with the
heavenly bodies and their

order. And that their in-

ventions might not be lost
before they were sufficiently
known, upon Adam’s pre-
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The marble pillar of Enoch

fell in the general destruc--

tion ; but by divine permis-
sion the pillar of brass with-
stood the water, by which
means the ancient state of
the liberal arts, and particu-
larly Masonry, has been
handed down to us.”*

* The poet was mistaken who aings :

* Bober old Seth next mounts on the stage,

¢! In manners severs, but in masonry sage ;

‘* He built up two pillars, they were tall and
thiek

"
“ Ono was made of stone, the other of brick.
¢ Derry down, &o.»
Ahiman Rezon, p- 146

diction that the world was
to be destroyed at one time
by the force of fire, and at
another time by the violence
and quantity of water, they
made two pillars, the one of
brick, the other of stone;
they inscribed their disco-
veries on them both, that in
case the pillar of brick should
be destroyed by the flood,

- the pillar of stone might re-

main, and exhibit those dis-
coveries to mankind; and
also inform them that there
was another pillar of brick

erected by them. Now this
remains in the land of Siriad
to this day.”

The two accounts are as much alike as parent and child ;
but two important discrepances may be noticed. Jose-
phus makes no account of any science preserved except
astronomy ; and Masonry has no more concern with astro-
nomy, than it has with the cotton gin, a machine 40 years
old nearly. Josephus supposes the stone pillar to remain
in the land of Siriad to hisday ; but masonic tradition says,
“the mardle pillar fell in the general destruction of the
del‘lge-”

Not to waste time on these matters, I have three princi-
pal objections to allege against the reasonablenesgs of this
second pretension. Sec. 1. Masonry contains no principle
peculiar to itself, no truth not céommon to the world, which a
wise man need be anxious to preserve ; therefore, it is in-
credible that any man,  inspired by the Most High,” should
have erected pillars for its preservation. Sec. 2. Gn:l:';ggat -
any the least thing peculiar to masonry, is, or ever was;worth

2
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' an anxious thought for its preservation; it is very extraordi-

nary that Fvwoch, who was cotemporary with Adam, and
who remained on the earth only fifty-three years after the
decease of Adam, should have performed the work imputed
to him. Had the erection of the pillars been the work of
the last years of his life, they must have been 569 years old
at the deluge ; and, if there were not some Old Mortality of
the antediluvian world, to clink his hammerand chisel over
the hieroglyphics anew, from century to century, the builder
of the monuments might reasonably fear that the corroding
hand of time would utterly destroy the inscriptions before
they could be read “ by the posterity of those whom God
should be pleased to spare.” - Sec. 3. Granting both; that
masonry has peculiarities worth preserving, and that Enoch
erected two pillars, with a view to the preservation of a know-
ledge of the liberal arts, “ particularly of masonry ;” yet I
suppose his attempt was a total failure, as it respects us;
that not a scrip or a scrawl of those principles inscribed on
the pillars, has come down to the present generation!
Neither the records, nor the traditions of masonry, to my
knowledge, furnish us with any intimation .of the form of
the characters, nor of the things signified by the hierogly-
phics on the pretended pillars. Not a dot, not an angle, not
a sign, not a word, not a custom, not a principle, which is
peculiar to masonry, which is not common to all mankind,
has come down to us from that monument ; so that were a
fac simile of the aforesaid monument presented to our
lodges, the plain hieroglyphics would be no better to the,
Free Masons of the present day, than a Babylonian brick !

What a preservation of the knowledge of the liberal arts
was that, « particularly of masonry !”
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CHAPTER IIL

“ Let malicious people censure, ,
“ They’re not worth a mason’s answer,

“ While we drink and sing.”

. Ahiman Reson, p. 126.

IT may not be improper in the present state of the discus-
sion, to declare, that I owe no Free Mason, alive or dead,
any thing but love ; that no company or lodge of Masons
has ever dealt with the writer except on terms of personal
respect. I bring no charge against individuals ; none against
lodges; and I have it in my heart to bring none. The whole
weight of my objections made, or to be made, lies solely
against the institution itself. The character of the institu-
tion I wish calmly and freely to discuss, without the slight-
est offence to any individual.

“ But what is your object, my calm brother? What is the
end you propose to attain?” It is this; to shake the confi-.
dence of men in “ the most ancient institution.”

Were Masonry the important system it claims to be, men
might well rely uponit ; and matrons, too, might grieve at
the fate which for ever closes against them its mysterious
learning and its improving light.

% Tho’ women from lodges are always debarred,
“ Dear Fair ones, repeiit not, nor censure too hard,” &c. .
A. Reson, p. 192.

But if, as I suppose, its highest pretensions are idle preten-
sions, its distinguishing principles are inferior to the best
principles, and its excellent tendency much overrated, the
system itself may not deserve high praise; it may riot be
worthy of the liberal countenance it receives; it may not
be worthy of a woman’s concern ; not merely because its
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mysteries are, by the laws of Free Masonry, forbidden to
her, but because they are negatively invaluable.

And here, while some grave men and Masons shake their
heads in disapprobation, the ladies wave their chaplets with
smiles of encouragement, and thus supported I shall pro-
ceed. If the lodges are a little vexed, it is not so with the
social circles ; and, as a lover of all that is lovely, I freely
confess, that the interest of the ladies is worth incompara-
bly more to my single self, than the interest of Free Mason-
ry; that one glance of encouragement from their eyes,
whom it is man’s high privilege to love, to cherish, and to
admire, would enable the humble writer to withstand the
frowns of the lodges through time. '

I desire to say this with some spirit, my reader, knowing
as I do that there are those who knit their brows, and make
use of swelling words against an honest attempt to investi-
gate an ancient institution, and who regard, as nearly allied
to sacrilege, any attempt to remove the rubbish of the dark
ages from the inside, and to put the true colour upon the out-
side of the fabric of Free Masonry. 1warnall such gentle-
men of the compassion of their mothers, and of the pity of
their wives and sisters upon this their indiscriminate attach-
ment to the follies and to the charms of Masonry ; and also
of thejust indignation of every anti-mason in the communi-
ty, vpon any meditated attempt to awe this peaceable effort
into silence. Icaution them to keep cool, to reverence the
truth, although it make against their prejudices, and to read
these pages _in the spirit in which they are written. Where
they can answer, no doubt they will do it with good tem-
per; and where they cannot, let them submit with grace.
Any wincing of theirs will be attributed to weakness; any
affected indifference, to want of consideration; and any
fretting or frowning, to want of good sense. Do they count
upon the strength of theirinfluence? Let me assist them
to consider, that the more influential half of the human
family are by nature shut out from our high claiming insti-
tution, and will investigate its pretensions with a keen re-
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lish; and that of the remaining half, but a minority are
tempted to clothe themselves with that * peculiar ensign,”
the white apron, notwithstanding it claims to be a badge
“more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle;
more honourable than the Star and Garter, or any other
Order that can be conferred by king, prince, or potentate,
except he be a Mason ! I"—Free Mason’s Library, p. 152. -

Any disposition, therefore, to check inquiry upon this sub-
ject, will not be well received by an intelligent community ;
and any attempt to put down the investigation, except by
meeting it fairly, will necessarily recoil upon the heads of
the adventurers. X . .

After this refreshing excursion; I return to the Free Ma-
son’s Monitor, New-York edition, 1802, and find among the
more important, obnoxious, and fully detailed pretensions
of the institution, the following, respecting the miraculous
commitment, from time to time, of the true name of the
Deity, to the keeping of the fraternity! Fifteen pages of
that edition of the Monitor, from the 245th to the 260th,
are principally devoted to the details of this wonderful trust ;
faithful extracts of these details I will now lay before the
reader.

Part 2. Chap. 1.—Enoch, the son of Jared, was the
sixth son in descent from Adam, and lived in the fear and
love of God his father. God appeared to him in a vision,
and thus deigned to speak to him. As thou art desirous to
know my name, attend, and it shall be revealed .nto thee.
Upon this a mountain seemed to rise to the heavens, and
Enoch was transferred to the top thereof, where he beheld
a triangular plate of. gold most brilliantly enlightened, and
upon which were some characters, which he received a strict
injunction never to pronounce. Presently he seemed to
be lowered perpendicularly into the bowels of the earth,
through nine arches; in the ninth or deepest of which, he
saw the same brilliant plate which was.shown to him in the
mountain.”

“ Enoch being inspired by the Most High, and in com-
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memoration of this wonderful vision, built a temple under
ground, in the same spot where it was shown to him—
which, like that, consisted of nine arches, one above ano-
thér, and dedicated the same to God. This happened in
that part of the world which was afterwards called the land
of Canaan, since known by the name of the Holy Land.

% Enoch, in imitation of what he had seen, caused a tri-
angular plate of gold to be made, each side of which was
a cubit long ; he enriched it with the most precious stones,
and incrusted the plate upon a stone of agate of the same
form. He then engraved upon it the same ineffable cha-
racters which God had shown to him, and placed it on a
triangular pedestal of white marble, which he deposited in
the ninth or deepest arch.

“ When Enoch’s temple was completed, he received the
following command, viz. ‘ Make a door of stone, and let
there be a ring of iron therein, by which it may be occa-
sionally raised, and let it be placed over the opening of the
first arch, that the sacred matters enclosed therein may be
preserved from the universal destruction now impending.’
And he did so ; and none but Enoch knew of the precious
treasure which the arches contained, nor knew the right
pronunciation of the great and sacred name.”

The Monitor next gives an account of ‘Enoch’s two pil-
lars, and the wonderful preservation of the knowledge of the
liberal arts, ¢ particularly of Masonry,” during the univer-
sal deluge; which topic has been already noticed. I take
up the account of the Monitor relating to this ineffable
name after the deluge, in the following words: “ We learn
from Holy Writ, the history of succeeding times, till the
Israelites became slaves to the Egyptians; from which
bondage they were freed under the conduct of Moses. The
same sacred book informs us that Moses was beloved of
God, and that the Most High spoke to him on Mount
Sinai. To Moses God communicated his divine law writ-
ten on tables of stone, with many promises of a renewed
alliance. He also gave him the true pronunciation of his
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sacred name, which he told him should be found by some of
his descendants, engraved upon a plate of gold; and God
gave a strict command unto Moses that no one should pro-
nowunce kis sacred name; so that, in process of time, the
true pronunciation was lost.”

Thus the true word was lost, Free Masons having only
the promise of God lef, that it should be found * engraved
upon a plate of gold.” The particulars of the wonderful
discovery of Enoch’s tnangular plate of gold, will be food
for admiration.

CHAPTER IV.

Containing an account of wonderful adventures, to which the poet pro-

bably alluded when he sung: °

¢ Unite, unite, your voices raise,

¢ Loud, loudly sing Free Mason’s praise ;
“ Spread far and wide their spotless fame,
¢ And glory in the sacred name:

“ How just, how just are all their ways,

“ Superior far to mortal praise!

¢ Their worth, description far exceeds,

“ For matchless are Free Masons’ deeds.”

Preston. London edition. A.D. 1792, p. 379.

Tux preceding chapter gives ample details from the Free
Mason’s Monitor, of the pretended revelation of the true
name of the Most High to Enoch and Moses, for the be-
nefit of the masonic fraternity |- With the reader’s patience,
I shall continue that subject; but observe that I extract
from the New-York edition, 1802, as some later editions of
the Monitor fail of giving all the particulars here quoted,
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though the principal facts are alluded to with undoubting
confidence; for convenience I number the sections ex-
tracted.

1. “-Solomon, being the wisest of princes, had fully in
remembrance the promise of God to Moses, that some of
his descendants, in fulness of time, should discover his holy
name;* and his wisdom inspired him to believe, that this
could not be aceomplished until he had erected and con-
secrated a temple to the living God, in which he might
deposit the precious treasure.”

2. “ Accordingly, Solomon began to build, in the fourth
year of his reign, agreeably to a plan given him by his fa-
ther David, upon the ark of the alliance.”

By a careful reading of sections 1 and 2, it appears, that
King Solomon, under the impression that the holy name
of the Deity could not be discovered until he had erected
and consecrated a temple to the living God, “ accordingly
began to build ; that is, Solomon built the temple chiefly to
recover the lost word, the ineffable word, the shibboleth of
Free Masonry! And, reader, do you not believe it? The
important fact perfectly accounts for the craft’s having ever
since so much to do with that holy edifice ; and the next
edition of the Bible ought to be corrected; 1 Kings,v. 5,
where Solomon says, “ And, behold, I purpose to build a
house unto the name of the Lord my God ;" that it may
read, I purpose to build a house to discover the lost name,
&c.

3. « He chose a spot for this purpose, the most beautiful
and healthy in all Jerusalem. In digging for a foundation,
they discovered the ruins of an ancient edifice, amongst
which they found a very considerable quantity of treasure,
such as vases of gold and. silver, urns, marble, tapestry,
jasper and agate columns, with a number of precious
stones.”

* BSee p. 15 of this volume.




PRETENSIONS OF FREE MASONRY. 17,

What were the materials of the tapestry which lay bu.
ried in ruins from the time of the deluge, and was tapestry
yet after a lapse of 1400 years?

4. “ All the treasures™—but I must abridge; the rela-
tion is long, and so particular as to be wholly incredible.
Solomon, the king, supposing something idolatrous in these
ruins, “ declined building in that spot, lest the worship of
the Deity should be profaned by the place.”

Under the temple (which was erected in another place)
he built a vault, having a long narrow descent through nine
arches, where he used to retire in company with Hiram of
Tyre and Hiram of Abiff, when they had occasion to enter
upon things of a secret and important nature.

5. “ There. were then none else living qualified to enter
the sacred vault. One of their number being removed
from them, disordered their system for a time; and, as
they were consulting in what manner to supply his absence, -
application was made to them by some- intendants of the
building, illustrious knights, and grapd master architects,
who well knew there was a secret place under the temple,
in which the king, &c. used to meet, soliciting the honour
of being admitted there; to whom Solomon replied with
an open air, my brethren, it cannot now be granted.”

How wonderfully exact is Masonic tradition! even the
w open air” with which the king put off his mqmsmve
princes is not forgotten.

6. “ Some days after this circumstance, Solomon sent
for the three grand master architects, Joabert, Stockin, and
G., and directed them to go and search once more amongst
the ancient ruins, where so much treasure had been alrcady
found, in hopes of finding more. They accordingly de-
parted, and one of them,viz. G.,in working with the pick-
axe amongst the rubbish, came to the large iron ring ;—they
found it fixed in a large stone perfectly.square. With much
difficulty they raised it, when the mouth of adeep and dis-
mal cavern appeared.”

This is the identical iron ring which Enoch placed there

3
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2000 years before! That was good iron. This* deep and dis-
mal cavern” is the first arch of the very temple which Enoch
built under ground, and “ dedicated to God.” Those walls
were pointed with choice mortar, else a cavern so deep
would have had five or six feet of water at the bottom. But
this was dry as a garret quite to the bottom of the ninth
arch, where G. arrived much fatigued ; having been twice
discouraged in his descent, and compelled to return ; giving
a signal to his companions to draw him up.

7. “ When (on the third trial) he had descended into the
ninth arch, a parcel of stone and mortar suddenly fell in
and extinguished his light; and ke was immediately struck
with the sight of a triangular plate of gold, richly adomed
with precious stones; the brilliancy of which struck him
with astonishment, Again he gave the signal, and was as-
sisted in reascending.” -

[Observe ; he saw not the triangle until his extingnished
light.left him in total darkness. O, Free Masonry, what a
wonder !] '

8. G., whoit appears is no other than the promised de-
scendant of Moses, who was in due time to find the sacred
name, “ engraved on a plate of gold,” told his companions,
Joabert and Stockin, the . wonders he had seen; and, by
means of a rope ladder, they all descended to the bottom
together. They examined the gold plate, and observed cer-
tain characters engraved thereon, of the meaning of which
they were then ignorant ; they therefore determined to car-
ry the treasure to Solomon, and solicit the honour of being
admitted to the knowledge of this sublime mystery.”

9. They found Solomon and the king of Tyre toge-
ther. “To them they presented the precious treasure.
When the two kings beheld it, they were struck with
amazement. Being recovered, they then examined the
sacred characters with attention, but would not explain
them to the three grand master architects. Solomon told
them that God had bestowed upon them a particular fa-
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vour, in having permitted them to discover the most pre-
cious jewels of Masonry.”

10. In consideration of this, Solomon conferred upon
them “the most sublime and mysterious degree of rqyal
arch Masonry,* and explained to them, how the promise of
God, made to Noah, Moses, and his father Dayid, was now
accomplished. That promise which assured them that in
fulness of time his name should be discovered, engraved
upon a plate of gold; that they were bound to defend the
sacred characters, and that they were not at liberty to pro-
nounce the sacred name.”

11. “The kings informed the three knights, that until
that time, they knew nothing of that word but by tradition ;
and that in the course of its being handed down through e
succession of ages, it had been much corrupted. [As it
was ineffable, inquire by what kind of tradition the word
was handed down through a succession of ages!] From
the corruption of the said name, sprung the Juba of the
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and many othersof a
like nature.

“The true name is said to have been vmble in the tem-
ple at the time St. Jerome flourished, written in the an-
cient Samaritan characters, and is stil preserved in the
hearts of sincere masons.”

Now, reader, let us pause awhile, and look back. Enoch’
wonderful vision, and the temple built under ground in com-
memoration of that extraordinary event, cannot be believ-
ed without better evidence of the fact, than. a tradition
nearly five thousand years old can afford. The fable of
Atlas® sustaining the heavens upon his shoulders, is a bolder
story, and probably an older story ; he who can, may credit
both. '

That God gave the law to Moses on Mount Sinai we be-
lieve, not on the faith of masonic tradition ; nor is masonic

* See chap. upon. R. A. Masonry.
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tradition by any means sufficient to satisfy us that God gave
to,Moses a strict injunction, * that n6 one should pronounce
his sacred name.” The Jews, in reading the scriptures,
avoid the pronunciation of 1 E v E, always calling it Ado-
nai. Revelation does not authorize this perversion, nor can
_ Jewish or masonic tradition. It seems impossible that a
sober man can persuade himself of a fact so absurd and
extravagant, as that Masonry, through Enoch and Moses,
is by the divine favour alone made acquainted with the true
name of the Deity; yet foolish Masons, pillars of the
lodges, have challenged professing Christians to give the
true name of God, and on failure to give the Shibboleth of
Masonry, have replied with evident self-complaisance—
“you do not know the true name of God:” the God of the
holy scriptures! '

Magons, seeing this pretension set out by itself, will, I
hope, be universally shocked at it ; but the admirers of the
institution, reading it as it is set forth in the Monitor, do
naturally pass it without consideration; and -flatter them-
selves that such particular tokens of divine favour are sure
proof of the antiquity, grandeur, and divinity of this self-
privileged system.

A- few circumstances in this pretension, remain to be
pointed out.

Sec. No. 11.  “From the corruption of the said name,
sprung the Juba of the Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans,
and many others of a like nature.” Reader, what think
you, is one of the many other corruptions of.this sacred
name of Free Masonry ? What name of the supreme divinity
of any people sounds somewhat like Juba and Jupiter? It
is not Woden nor Thor; it is not Brahm nor Vishnu. Is'it
possible it can be the God of Christians 7—can it indeed be
so? According to the masonic traditions, the Juba of the
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and the Jehovah of
Christians, must alike be corruptions of the same true name of
the Most High, committed with awful solemnity to Enoch
and Moses, for the benefit of the fraternity ; and still pre-
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served, and only preserved pure, in the hearts of sincere
Masons! If this pretension mean any thing, it is no less
than impious ; but as in the hearts of intelligent Masons, it
mcans nothing, let us away with it; let it be blotted out of
the books for ever, that it no longer prove a snare to the un-
wary.

One notable circumstance (sec. 11.)is: * The true name
is said to have been visible in the temple at the time St. Je-
rome flourished, written in the ancient Samaritan charac-
ters.” ‘Thisis the way with masonic tradition, so exact, as
even to remember the Samaritan characters! but what
temple was that? Enoch’s subtemmeous temple fell in,
after the erection of Solomon’s; Solomon’s was destroyed
by Nebuchadnezzar; and the foundations of the second
temple were ploughed up by Titus, A. D. 70..

Free Masonry pretends, that the true and ineffable name

was deposited in each of these three temples ; but what ma-
sonic temple was there in the time of St. Jerome? St. Je-
rome is well known to have been among the most learned
of the ancient fathers, the mortal enemy of the Origenists,
the cotemporary of Theodosius the Great, and of Alaric,
king of the Goths ; and to have died A. D. 420, 350 years
after the total subversion of the last temple by Titus. Yet
. in St. Jerome’s time, if we can believe masonic tradition,
the true name was visible in the temple, written in the an-
cient Samaritan characters!
. This is the same witness who testifies thnt king Solomon
built the temple, not unto the name of the Most High ; and
that the wisest man (O, Free Masonry, how much your debtor
for this information,) did not know the true pronunciation
of the name which his father David had sweetlysung: « Bless
the Lord, O mysoul ; all that is within me bless Ais koly name :*
“0, give thanks unto the Lord ; call upon his name : sing
unto him, sing psalms unto him : talk ye of all his wondrous
works ; glory ye in his holy name :» but he learned it from
the golden triangle, which no sooner than his light expired,
the man saw !
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CHAPTER V.

‘ Great kings, dukes, and lords,
« Have laid by their swords,

% Our mystery to put a good grace on;
“ And thought themselves famed, '
“ To have themselves named

“ With a Free and an Accepted Mason.”

It is my purpose in this chapter, to give an account of the
destruction of the pretended subterraneous temple of Enoch,
as it is set forth at large in that edition of the Monitor, pre-
viously quoted in these pages. The story is very curious;
it is equal in particularity and truth, with Ovid's relation of
Narcissus’s falling in love with himself, while bending over
a pure fountain to slake his thirst.

Se cupit imprudens ; et, qui probat, ipse probatur,

Trrita fallaci quoties dedit oscula fonti!* .
As the reader will. gather from the following extract, Fre¢
Masons’ Monitor, New-York edition, 1802, page 257.

It will be necessary to observe, that after Joabert, and
Stockin, and G., had discovered .the golden triangle, as
related in the last chapter, * Solomon told them, that God
had bestowed upon them a particular favour, in having per-
mitted them to discover the most precious jewels of Ma-
sonry’; by which he seemed to intimate their election ; and
asareward for their zeal, constancy, and fidelity, he elected
them knights of the ninth arch, afterwards called the royal
arch.”t Soon after, twenty-two others, for various services,

* He foolishly loves himself; and he who admires, is himself admired.
How often did the boy vainly kiss the deceitful fountain.
+ See chap. Royal Arch, of this work.
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“ were admitted to the sublime degree of perfection;™ or,
as Hardie’s edition explains it, to * the Holy Royal Arch ;"™*
[p. 163.] making the number of masters initiated twenty-
five. 4

¢ There were living at that time 3568 other ancient mas-
ters who had wrought in constructing the temple. These
began to be extremely jealous of the pre-eminence shown to
the twenty-five brethren. They deputed, therefore, a cer-
tain number ¢ to wait on King Solomon, with their compli-
ments,’ to request that similar honours might be conferred
onthem. Theking heard them with the most benign air
imaginable, gave them for answer, that the twenty-five
masters were justly entitled,” &c.; and bade them “ Go
in peace. God may one day permit that you may be re-
warded according to your deserts.”

The deputies replied with an unbecomiug degree of
warmth, and departed by no means satisfied ; the king
mildly charging them, “ Go in fear, wait with patience,
and aspire to perfection by good works.”

“ The deputies returned and made report to the masters,
who were assembled to hear it. These masters, hasty and
impatient in their dispositions, and, of consequence, vexed
at the refusal, determined, one and all, to go to the aficient
ruins, and search under ground, with a view of arrogating
the merit so necessary for attaining their desires.” _ :

“ Accordingly they departed next morning, and present-
ly after their arrival discovered theiron, (ring,) by means of
which they raised the square stone, and found the entrance
into the arches. They immediately prepared a ladder of
ropes, and descended with lighted flambeaux; but no
sooner had the last descended, than the nine arches fell in
upon them, and they were no more heard of.”

“ Solomon soon heard of this dreadful accident, and sent
Joabert, Stockin, and G., to inform themselves more particu-

\

* Also, Ahiman Rezon, p. 36 of the preface.
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larly of the matter. They accordingly departed at break
of day, and upon their arrival were perfectly astonished at
the strange appearance of the place. There were no re-
_ mains of the arches to be seen, nor could they learn that
one single person, of all those who had descended, escaped
the destruction.” ’

Three things, among others, are particularly noticeable in
this story.

lst. The impression calculated to be made by the fol-
lowing words : “ Solomon told them that God had bestow-
ed upon them a particular favour, in having permitted them
to discover the most precious jewels of Masonry ; by which
he seemed to intimate their election,” &c. And again;
“ God may one day permit that you may be rewarded.” &c.

This is magnifying most artfully : :

« Vix illam famuli Phegeus Sagarisque ferebant
“ Multiplicem* connixi humeris; indutus at olim
“ Demoleus, cursu palantes Troas agebat.”

-‘Demoleus, wearing a coat of mail a burden for two ser-
vants, drove whole squadrons of Trojans before him ; and a
gallant exploit it must have been to slay this same Demoleus.
The God of Heaven, by his providence, intimates the elec-
tion of men into the Royal Arch as a particular favour !
How magnificent an institution, then, is Free Masonry !
Can it be possible that a common man of this generation
may purchase this particular favour for about fifty dollars!
admission into the Holy Royal Arch !

2d. The Holy Scriptures, and masonic tradition, inform
us, that in the building of Solomon’s temple, 3600 overseers,
or masters, were employed. It is not a little remarkable,
that, according to this story, 3568 out of that number, all
« ancient masters,” selected by King Solomon to oversee

* A coat of mail, which brave Demoleus bore, °
More brave Eneas from his shoulders tore,
In single combat on the Trojan shore.—Dryden.
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the work, and approved in the final labours of the temple,
should have been rash, hasty, and arrogant men ; that they
should have aimed, “ one and all,” to obtain the special
favour of God and the king, by presumption and disobe-
dience, But letit be 8o, as masonic tradition gives it. They
came to a most unceremonious death; not one of them
could receive a masonic funeral; “ but no sooner had the
last descended, than the nime arches fell in upon them,
and they were never heard of more I

Masonry being a very serious thing in the estimation of
many whom 1 delight to honour, and am bound to love, I
would treat it seriously for their sakes,

These pretensions, so intimately united with the “ most
ancient institution,” that death alone can part them, I am
thankful for an opportunity of stating, without jesting at
their odd features, or their strange complexion, I willingly
leave it to my masonic friends, whether to maintain, or to
_ ridicule them. Deny their genuineness none can. They
are drawn from the pure fountains of masonic truth ; from
the authorized publications of the fraternity.

3d. Such was the end of the pretended subterraneous
temple, built by pretended inspiration, to preserve, as is
pretended, the true name of the Most Hngh for the benefit
of the masonic fraternity! It stood water-tight nineteen
centuries | capacious enough to hold 3568 ancient master
masons, it no sooner received them within its dark vaults,
than, without the intervention of any means, it devoured
them in a moment; not one escaped the destruction.

At first view this might seem miraculous; but it is only
monstrous, True miracles gre always wrought by the in-
tervention of means.

When God would punish Philistia, and three thousand of
her lords perished beneath Dagon’s proud reof, Sampeon
stood by the two pillars which supported the temple 3

o~ and strajning all his nerves, he bowed ;

« As with the force of winds and waters pent,

“ When srountains tremble ; those two massy piflars,
4 -
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% With horrible convulsion, to and fro,

‘ % He tugged—he shook—till down they came, and drew
“ The whole roof after them, with burst of thunder,
“ Upon the heads of all who sat beneath.”

This was a miracle‘; but the masonic event was a mon-
ster, ill-formed, hideous, and merciless ; destroying not the
enemies of Israel, not the assassins of Tyre, but the ge-
nuine ancient master masons of king Solomon’s temple.

does

CHAPTER VI.

-

* Come are you prepared * PR
“ Your scaffolds well reared
* Bring mortar, and temper it purely ;
% *Tis all safe I hope,
“ Well braced with each rope,
“Yourledgers and putiockssecurely.”
Ahéman Reson, p. 120.

¢ Empires and kings have passed away
“ Into oblivion’s mine;
¢ And towering domes have felt decay,
* Since auld lang syne.”
“ But Masonry, the glorious art,
% With wisdom’s ray divine;
« Myras over 20, thé Hebrew cries,
@ Since auld lang syne,”
- Cras’s Charl.,

Iz is impossible, in an age, to meet all the pretensions of
Blasonty singly. Time would fail me to speak of “Noah
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and his three sons, all true masons ;"™* of the Patriarch Jo-
seph, “ grand master of the fraternity in Egypt;” of “the
walls of Babylon, the temple of Belus, together with many
other stately edifices, built under the direction of Nebu-
chadnezzar, grand master ;! of “ Julius Ceesar, grand mas-
ter of the Roman empire, who patronized masonry in Great
Britain after he had landed in that country ;" of *king He-
rod,} an excellent grand master, who, with his own ma-
- sons built a splendid Grecian temple at Jerusalem ;"§ of
the wonderful preservation of the Pentateuch in the time
of the Babylonish captivity; and of the many remarkable
pretensions relating to the building of king Solomon’s tem-
ple. No limit can be assigned to this division of the sub-
ject.

I bold in my hand nearly one hundred such, collected
into one table, and published by James Hardie, A. M. un-

*4 In the deluge, where mortals lost their lives, <
4 God saved four worthy Masons and their wives ;”
Ahiwan Reson,p. 172.
Su,lllo,Hnﬁu.Kamlor p- 290.

There is » discrepance in the traditions mpoctmg Ham. Mr. Hutchin-
son bays : “the first stage of Masonry was originated in the mind of Adam,
descended pure through the antediluvian ages, was tﬁarwudlunmw
Ham,and from him flowed, unpolluted and unstained with idolatry, to
these our times,” &ic.—Spirit of Masonsy, p. 119.

Whereas Ahiman Reeon, p. 13 of the preface, says:  Certain it-ig,
there were but four masons in the world, when the deluge happened ; that
one of the four, even the second son of Noah, was not master of the art.¥

The Masonic Minstrel maintains the latter form of the tradition; vi:..
that Ham was not a master Mason.—Mas. Min. p. 337,

1 The tradition bere enables us to correct the celebrated Rollin, whe
depending on historical records, exrroneously asserts that the temple of Be
lus was the tower of Babel, (built 1848 years beforo the time of Nebuchad--
nexzar,) and that it was dedicated by Ninus 1o his father Nimrod, “the
first king deified by the people for his great actions:” and that Semiramis,
the widow of Niaus, built the walls of Babylon. Rollin’s Anc. His. chap. *
1, of the Anyrians.

{ This i» that Herod who “ slew all the chddrentethldmn,mdh
all the coasts thereof, from two years old and imder.”

§ Tawn's speculative Free Masonry.
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der the sanction of twelve presiding officers of lodges in
New-York ! and these are but the thousandth part of those
scattered through the various treatises of Masonry.

I was aware, before venturing objections to the preten-
gions of Masonry, that the materials to frame them were
not scarce; but so much more numerous are they, than I
had expected, that the topics en which it was my purpose
chiefly to dwell, have not even been touched. I can give
no new view of this part of the subject by farther pursuing
it; and although the pretensions connected with the build-
ing of Solomon’s temple, have a common importance at-
tached to them, entitled to peculiar attention, I pass them
by for the present, confident that the sample of ancient
pretensions which has been presented and amply examin-
ed, is a fair specimen of the whole lot. It would be wrong
to weary the reader’s patience with this branch of the sub-
ject, when others more interesting are pushing into view.

But before I take leave of the ancient pretensions of

- Masonry, I will throw together those already considered, in
the way of a review, stamp them genuine, and lay them up
for future use. They are as follows.

1st. That masonry is coeval with time. The charters, cer-
tificates, diplomas, &c. of our lodges and grand lodges, &c.
are almost uniformly dated Anno Lucis. Even our com-
mon masonic celebrations, for the greater mysticism, are
often dated, not in the year of our Lord, but in the year of
Masonry, i. e. in the year of creation.

2d. The two pillars of Enoch, erected to pruerve the .

knowledge of the liberal arts, and “particularly of Ma.
sonry,” through two calamitous periods of the earth;—
from which neither hieroglyphic, nor letter, nor word, has
been derived to modern art, particularly to Masonry.

3d. Enoch’s wonderful vision, and subterraneous temple,
in which was preserved the golden triangle with the ineffa-
ble name ; and beneath whose deep arches the ancient mas-
ters were swallowed up.

4th. The divine commumcatton of this ineffable name,

’
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first to Enoch, afterwards with the ten commandments to
Moses on Mount Sinai, with a strict injunction that it should
never be pronounced ; which is the true name of the Most
High, handed down through successive ages by tradition,
from which many corruptions have spread among the na-
tions, as the Jupiter of the Romans, the Juba of the Moors,
&c. and which true name of the Deity is the word now lost
to master Masons, but found by those who enter the ninth
arch.

6th. The wonderful discovery of this ineffable name,
agreeably to the prophecies of Moses and of David, en-
graved on a triangular plate of gold, with the admiration
of kings Solomon and Hiram, at sight of the ineffable
types ; and the still more wonderful fact that it was * visible
in the semple, at the time St. Jerome flourished, written in
the ancient Samaritan characters.”

6th.. The annihilation of the subterraneous temple, and
the instantaneous destruction of the master Masons of
king Solomon’s temple, flesh and bone, so thatnot a relic
of them was left to soothe a friend, or to receive fun
honours. :

These pretensions seem to be made in contempt of com-
mon sense, and there are those who will be ready to think
they are made in contempt of Free Masonry ; to think that
these are not the genuine and unquelified pretensions of the
masonic institution ; and that, if in any degree connected
with the fraternity, it must be through weak brethren, and
extravagant Masons; men who do not give, and ought not
to give, a character to the institution. Heavenly charity
must have hitherto thrown this veil over their weakness.
It is my unpleasant duty to remove that veil, and to show
them in all their deformity ; to show that they are the so-
lemn and certified pretensions of the Mesonic fraternity,
published by its ablest advocate, and sanctioned by its high-
est authorities.

« A great Mason,” it will appear in the sequel, is an im-
possible thing ; but if ever man could deserve that appella-
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tion, it was Col. Webb. Ofamiable manners and a virtuous
life, he devoted his time to Masonry ; he introduced greater
order into the lectures, and uniformity into the lodges; he
published many editions of his Monitor, the latter editions
being among the most valuable treatises upon Masonry ex-
tant.

He came with the highest masonic claims, to the second
post of honour in the masonic temple of the United States,
when De Witt Clinton attained the first, being made Deputy
General Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of North America, when that eminent politician
was made General Grand High Priest. The other posts of
lesser honour which fell to his lot, were some of them as
follows : Grand King and Grand Scribe of the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of the Northern States; Past Master of
Temple Lodge, Albany; High Priest of the Providence
Royal Arch Chapter, &c. &c.

This is the Mason who has published these pretensions
to theworld ; from his book I copy them ; a book prefaced
as follows :

* Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the state of R. I., Provi-
dence, July 7, A. L. 5802,

“ The subscribers having been appointed a committee to
examine a publication by Companion Thomas S. Webb,
entitled, « The Free Mason’s Monitor,” beg leave to re-
port, that having attended 1o the subject of their appoint-
ment, they are of opinion, that the said publication is re-
plete with useful masonic information, and is fully entitled
to the sanction of this Grand Chapter. [I omit the names
in commiseration. ]

R.A. K.
R. A. 8.

* x % %
* K % x %
>

Q3
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>

%
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« Whereupon, resolved unanimously, that this Grand
Chapter recommend the aforesaid work to the attention and
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study of all the members of the fraternity to whem the same
maycmnc Extract from the records.
* * Grand Secy.”

What further proof can be desired? And these preten-
sions are not only genuine, as coming from under the hand
of one whose reputation as a Mason is higher than that of
any other man in America, (the most puissant sovereigns of
8. C. not excepted,) whether before or after him, and as
being officially sanctioned by one of the highest, purest,
and - most intelligent masonic associations in the United
States ; but also as being commionly received, and, in their
indistinct character, believed among Masons. Some intel-
ligent Masons take no pleasure in contemplating them, and
give them no place in their memory ; but surely these claims
have passed hitherto little disputed by any of the fraternity.-
Masons do not generally hesitate to ascribe the origin of
the institution to the period when their greatest men, their
official papers, and their approved treatises, assert its be-
ginning. They do not scruple to teach the novice, that
Enoch built two pillars, by which the knowledge of Ma-
sonry was preserved to the descendants of Noah; to teach
that Moses had the true word of the master Mason mira-
culously revealed to him, which word was singularly lost
and found in the days of King Solomon, when there hap-:
pened events important to be known, which are only known
to the Free and Accepted Mason.

Why should not such tales pass current upon the lips of
ordinary Masons, when they are certified by the authonues
of Masonry?.

Another highly approved Masonic work (as an edition
of 12,000 copies assures us) contains the following: « Cer-
tain it is, that Free Masonry has been from the creation ;
. (though not -under that name;) thatit was a divine gift

from God ; that there were but four Masons in the world
when the deluge happened ;. that one of the four, even the-

. —— ke " - -
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second #on of Noah, was not master of the art,” &c.—Ma-
sonic Minstrel, p. 337.

Free Masonry a divine gift from God! I have seen this
assertion in more Masonic works than one. It may be a
duty solemnly to charge the institution with this presump-
tuous claim, but not now ; and I return to say what so great
extravagance called me from saying, that while such claims
are boldly thrown out by the authorized publications of the
fraternity, it can be no wonder that the same things are re-
peated and magnified by the herd of tongues. Hardies
Monitor (p. 200.) mentions it as an important fact in maso-
nic chronology, that “ during the forty years peregrination
of the Hebrews in the wildernees, it pleased the Divine
Architect to inspire with wisdom certain persons, who erect-
ed the glorious tabernacle in which the Sheckhinah (or Di-
vine Glory) resided ;” and why should not a Free Mason say,
as Free Masons do say, that the tabernacle of Moses was
built by masonic art; meaning such art as was then, and is
now, peculiar to Frree Masonry? Such pretensions are mon-
strous ; I present them, not for any pleasure they afford,
but only to show that the proof of the genuineness of the
kind of pretensions already offered to the reader, is pain-
fully abundant ; is not confined to slanderous lips, but is
uniformly found in the records and papers of the Masonic
fraternity.

Individual Masons, were they charged with framing or
maintaining these pretensions, might clear themselves.

They are not charged, but the institution ; and who can
clear the institution? Its pages abound in these preten-
sions ; itsrites depend on them ; its superstructure is raised
on them ; its whole mystery is involved in them. Free Ma-
sonry, and its pretensions, already named, with its unrea-
somable ones yet to be named, cannot be separated ; take
them from it, and it becomes a social club, at best a charita-
ble association ; it is Free Masonry no longer. Its mys-
tery has fled, its glory departed, its spirit sunk for ever.
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Take it with its pretensions, and it is certainly liable to great
objection ; which is the very thing I set out to prove.

N.B. Thus far this work has been publicly read by
" many of the fraternity, without a whisper of objection to
its accuracy. Yet some of the brethren, men of inquisitive
mind and good information, treated the effort with little re-
spect; and, by significant signs, required the writer to
utter proverbs upon fitter subjects. It is to be feared that,
in imitation of the 3568 ancient Masons, they have, in
their vexation, done that which will hasten the downfal of
the modern mystical temple; but our masters will fare
better, I hope, than those ancients, and be seen and heard
of long after the total annihilation of the visionary fabric
of Free Masonry. Indeed, they have this to comfort them,
that its walls, not like those of Enoch's, are wholly built

of .airy imaginations ; flesh and blood has nothing to fear
from their fall.
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CHAPTER VL.

* Wo know thee by thy apron white
% An architect to bo;

‘« We know thee by thy trowel bright
« Well skilled in Masonry.”

'THE ancient pretensions of this institution have been suf-
ficiently discussed, to show that Free Masonry is not im-
pervious to objections. Its armour of wonder has been
severely struck, and the reverberation is emptiness. The
hand that gave the blow is not palsied ; and why should
the spirit faint? How many spears are sharpened for the
fight, cannot now be known ; but truly the pretensions of
Masonry have been hitherto s eggs that are left; and al-
though gathered in the open day, and in the face of the
sun, “there was none that moved the wing, or opened the
mouth, or peeped.” |

Extraordinary pretensions excite suspicion; solid merit
and real excellence confide in their own powers of recom-
mendation, and avoid splendid professions. The magnifi-
cent pretensions of Masonry, like all braggarts, are cowards :
met boldly, they faint away ; there is no more spirit in them.

The world is full of falsehood, which ever conceals its
own name. Its tendency is not on that account the less
pernicious. Men may most innocently imbibe and main-
tain wrong views; yet not with impunity : wrong opinions
tend to wrong conduct, and error, like poison, is poison still,
though taken by the unsuspecting.*

The subject of Free Masonry has distressed me. 1Its pre-

* « Whether we are hurt by a mad, or a blind man, the pain is still the
same.”
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tensions are so hollow,.and its friends are so hearty; its
mysteries are so senseless, and its inmates are so discreet ;
its form is so mis-shapen,-and its supporters are so confi-
dent, that I have been at a loss what to say of it ; and now
find it impossible to do justice to my own views of the insti-
tution, without endangering the better sensibilities of our
nature. Masonry may perish, and I will not mourn, for it
is an error which lies near to the hearts of thousands; yet
the respect which I cannot find it in my heart to pay the
institution for its own sake, I will cheerfully pay for the
sake of those who reverence it. Many think it a very se-
rious and importantconcern, and I will not trifle with their
opinion. I will fearlessly avow my own convictions, as a
lover of truth ought to do, without indulging in mirth and
jest, and lightness of remark.

I will be serious. The objections I have to make, with
the reasons of them, shall be given plainly, candidly, and
kindly. I have to beg of my intelligent brethren to read
them in the same spirit, and to decide as those who believe
that error is destructive of the best interests of society; and
that truth is the sole security both of our enjoyments and
our hopes. I entreat those into whose hands these sheets
may come, to form an opinion upon the subject, indepen-
* dent of the prejudices and the fears of this generation. There
is 'a responsibility to conscience, a responsibility to the
world, and to posterity, and to a tribunal at which both
Masons and Christians must answer. We owe it to our-
selves, and to oyr final Judge, to maintain the truth for the
truth's sake, confident that truth must finally prevail, and
desiring that it may the more speedily triumph through our
instrumentality. .

I know that itis a new thing for a master Mason to ob-
ject, in any great degree, to the character of the masonic
institution ; that Washington blessed the fraternity, and
‘Warren presided over the lodges; that itis made to bestow
mercy upon the widow, humanity upon the selfish, and.
civility upon the rude. Nevertheless, the institution is
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founded on error, and maintained by delusion; and who,
believing 8o, would be its debtor? Who would not stand
aloof fromit? Nay,who would not feel in duty bound to
lay hold of its timbers, and prostrate it to the ground?
Reared by past ages, supported by the various interests
and prejudices of men, moulded into their language, and
manners, and habits of social intercourse, spread over the
nations of the earth, and serving as a common bond of
union among strangers and foreigners, it cannot be brought
" down by a feeble, or by an injudicious effort ; and its fall,
with all possible care to prevent it, will produce a violent
‘ concussion in the community, and may make a temporary
desolation around in its overthrow.

Free Masonry in America is like a bad system of govern-
ment in the hands of a virtuous administration ; its faults
are rendered nearly harmless by the purity of its magis-
trates, and its advantages are heightened by the integrity
of its supporters. “ Why disturb its operations, then?”
Because the good it seems to do is not its own, and will
not disappear with the loss of Free Masonry; because it
aims at too much, quite misleading some, and darkening
the truth in many ; because it offers itself in the way, of a
higher, nobler, brighter, hakier, happier institution ; because
pretending to. have descended from the skies, to be the
daughter of Heaven, « The gift of God to the first Ma-
sons ;”* it does find a way, with its very emptiness, to serve,
in many minds, as a substitute for that glorious institution,
which alone is heavenly and divine. Free Masonry never
opposes Christianity, or Mahomedanism, or idolatry, or any
such thing. It merely offers itself in the place of either
of them, as a clever thing to suit every body, and of-
fend none; as a law which secures to the faithful peace
on earth, and bliss in Heaven, of whatever name or nature,
religion or superstition.

* Book of Const.p. 19. Hutchinson, p. 6. of the Appendix, Calcott’s
Disquisitions, p. 90. Preston. p. 109. Allin the same words.
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« Christians, and Jews, and Turks, and Pagans stand,
“ One blended throng, one undistinguished band.”

I shall not press this point now, but in due time. Men in
this Christian land are not made better by their attendance
upon the institutions of Free Masonry; and half the time,
devoted in the lodges and in the lectures to senseless forms
and ceremonies, if once devoted to the lectures, to the em-
blems, and to the heaven-born doctrines of Christianity,
would leave them but little relish for the table which the
lodges spread ; and so, also, the time spent in the lodges,
and in the vain repetitions of the order, neither fit the
mind, nor leave it room or relish for the simple and una-
dorned truths of the Gospel. _

Nay, more. Men, taught by the books of Masonry that
this and that wonder were wrought by Heaven for Free
Masonry ; and that the Most High did interest himself up-
on several occasions, personally, and often by his acknow-
ledged servants, the patriarchs, the prophets, and the apos-
tles, to ordain, preserve, and enlarge the Masonic institu-
tion; and finding Free Masonry itself to be emptiness and
vanity, are forced to regard all religious truth with less res-
pect and confidence. In this light I cannot but consider
the great pretensions of the institution, as a contempt upon
the Most High, and upon his chosen servants; for, if the
choicest men of the antediluvian world, Adam, and Enoch,
and Noah; and the holiest, the wisest, and the greatest
men since the flood, Moses, and Solomon, and John Bap-
tist, together with the most beloved Evangelist, were inte-
rested in empty Free Masonry as the institution represents
them, they must fail to be regarded in their teachings in the
holy scriptures, with that entire respect and reverence
which is their due.

- I'have it in my mind, that there are in the lodges clergy-
men of every denomination,and of pure character;* this may

* No exception unless in favour of the Quakers, who, refusing an oath.
are refused by the laws of Free Masonry.
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' be proof to all of the apparent harmlessness of the in-
stitution. But gentlemen Masons of all professions, will
find something new in this volume. Their avocations al-
low them no leisure for the researches necessary to form
any other than the common estimate of Masonry. What
is good in the order they adorn, and what is bad they over- -
look, and it is forgotten. They think and act as their fa-
thers have done in respect to Masonry, and push their in-
quiries after new truth in a more grateful direction. To
them I cheerfully commend my labour, with full confidence
of a good degree of harmony in the entire abandonment
of the institution. They are capable of examining, and
deciding rightly upon the subject: with them I leave it,
nothing doubting. But in large societies there must be
great varieties, and some will be found ready to adhere to
the institution after it is proved to be a fraud ; will adhere
to it perhaps the more closely for its being a friend in need ;
a fraud detected, belonging to that class of men ¢ who male it
a point of honour not to be disabused, and who had rather
fall into a hundred errors than confess one.” But Free
Masonry has no more than a fair proportion of such men.
Its supporters are generally wise to discern, and candid to
acknowledge. To the consideration of its chosen ones, I
commend my labours, saying, beforehand, that my confi-
dence in preparing these views for the public, is largely
founded upon the intelligence of the fraternity; and that
if, in the end, their high estimate of the order remain un-
shaken ; that if, in years to come, they will continue to
robe themselves in white aprons, with scarlet scarfs and
girdles, to date their papers Ahno Lucis, and to teach mo-
rality by the trowel, the plumb-line, and the mallet; that if
they continue to present to the public taste, gorgeous pomp
on occasions of humiliation, and to parade the uncouth
habits of grand high priest, and king, and scribe, be-
fore the faces of mourning relatives; if these things, and
many more, continue to be countenanced by the wise, ho-
noured by the learned, and hallowed by the pious, then, be
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it known, that the humble writer of these pages is unequal
to the task of weighing Free Masonry in the balance of, his
mind, and mistakes egregiously in his estimate of the un-
derstandings of men, and of the value of things.

CHAPTER VIII.

“ (rood, my lord,— .

“ But when we in our own viciousness grow hard,

« (O, misery on’t!) the wise Gods seal our eyes ;

“ In our own filth drop our clear judgments; make us
« Adore our errors ; laugh at us, while we strut

“To our confusion.”—Shakspeare.

Free Masonry is what it will appear to be. Masonry,
or any other craft, may invent its own signs and distinctive
badges, and teach them too, without just cause of offence ;
but if it can do no more than this, while it gravely claims a di-
vine original ;* professes to have infinite stores of knowledge,

* The reader will ask for authorities; and I give them plentcously, each
in his own words : .

1. Masonry claims a divine origin.

« Which art (Masonry) the first Masons received from God.” Book ef
Constitutions, Mass, p. 19. Richards’ Preston, p. 109. Greenleaf’s Strict
Inquiry, p. 88. Free Mason’s Library, or Book of Const. of Maryland, p.
10. Hutchinson’s Spirit of Masonry, p. 6. of the Appendix. Calcott’s
Disquisitions, p. 80. All in the same words.

 Certain it is that Free Masonry was a divine gift from God.” Ahiman
Rezon, p. 13. of the Preface. And Masonic Minstrel, p. 337, in the same
words. :

% Itis no secret that Masonry is of divine origin.” Town’s Speculative
Free Mas. pp. 37. 175.

e —— et~
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open to the gifted mind; professes to carry one through
almost every branch of polite learning,* discovering new
truths, and beautifully embellishing those already known,f
when, in fact, it barely names the sciences, as a lure to
catch the gaze of the simple, and has no more to do with
science, as science, than with the Mohawk alphabet which
never had existence—it honestly deserves not the counte-
nance it receives ; it ought to be abandoned by upright
men.

Masonry is used to denunciations, but not from its own
members. It has somehow held the minds, or at least the
tongues and pens of its members, under that restraint which
has permitted hardly a groan of disappointment to reach
the public ear. How itis possible so long and so effectually
to have imposed upon its own members, is- difficult to be
conceived. '

I shall not, at this stage of the work, do more than point
out the difficulty, that the reader may know I see it. In
the conclusion, both the writer and the reader will be better
able to meet this difficulty, and to answer the question, Ma-
sonry being a bag of ill wind, how have sensihle men en-
dured it so long?

And here let me, with all carefulness and sincerity, sepa-
rate-‘Masons from Masonry ; the members of the fraternity
from the institution itself, while I present Masonry within

¢ This supreme and divine knowledge being derived from the Almighty
Creator to Adam, its principles ever since have been,and still are, most sa-
credly preserved, and inviolably concealed.” Smith’s Use and Abuse of
" Free Masonry, p. 27. ’

« Hail, mighty art! Hail, gracious gift of Heaven!
* To aid mankind by our Creator given.”—Hardie’s Mon. p. 70.

* Monitor, chap. 10. and Richards’ Preston, p. 54. and 59. Book of
Constitutions of 8.C.p. 62. Free Mason’s Library, or Book of Const, of
Maryland, p. 165.

t Book of Const, of Mass. p. 121.
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the lodges, in its true light. Masons I honeur ; far be it from
me to speak in reproachful terms of the gentleaen who
compose our lodges. I owe them nothing but kindness. I
bear them witness, so far as I have had opportunity to as-
sociate with them, that they are candid and just men, inca-
pable of being eoncerned in any known imposition ; men
liberal, social, charitable; many of them eminent in the

state, bold in the battle-field, pious in the ministry ; men.

amiable in private life, benefactors of their kind, my seniors
in age and in understanding. If I could not charge Ma-
sonry without deeply implicating either their judgment, or
integrity, or understanding, I would be the last man to
speak evil of it. If my present views of Masonry were
not consistent with a high regard for the brethren, I would
not pen them, I would not for a moment indulge them. I
would sooner distrust my clearest convictions of the shal-
lowness of Masonry, than doubt the sineerity, the puarity,
and honesty of Masons. Indeed, they generally believe it
what it pretends to be;* they, making allowance for all
earthly imperfections, honestly believe in the great excel-
lency of the institution.

They as honestly believeit as the Papist does the infalli-
bility of the Pope, or the Musselman the Koran; and, not-
withstanding my settled conviction of the infirmity of the
Pope, and the falsehood of Mahomet, I can entertain the
highest regard for the judgment, amiableness, and integrity
of Catholics and Musselmen.

Reader, can we not—do we not find it consistent with
the most enlightened understanding, and the highest order
of virtue and of talent, for individuals in dark ages, or un-
der the despotic power of government, education, or habit,
to live under strong delusion of faith, without sensible loss
of virtue or of light? I confess it would be vastly more

* Afriend has marked this with a doubt: then the writer is fighting the
sir? For the honour of human nature, I could wish that it were eo.
6 o
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becoming in the writer, to suppose his own mind is under a
delusion, than to suppose the great Masonic body is heod-
winked. This consideration has not been wholly out of
sight, neither shall it be. We cannot change the com-
plexion nature has given ; neither can I change, nor alto-
gether conceal, those opinions which have strengthened
with time, and enlarged with opportunity, to the distrust of
Free Masonry. ~

It is not a little embarrassing to one who would serve his
generation in peace, to enter upon a work, which, if it
could fail, would cover him with confusion, and expose him
through life to contumely ; and which, if it succeed, must
triumph over an organized body of shrewd men, closely
connected throughout the country, and able to concert and
act together without all the responsibilities which attach to
individuals. Some of the highest and ablest names in the
country, some most esteemed in the circle of private
friends, are to be gained to this enterprise, or long habits of
implicit belief in masonic testimony, will lead them to
denounce the work altogether. -Enemies rise up; but
truth, in the hands of the upright, is a spear which will find
the joints of their armour, and lay open to view the entire
anatomy of those who feed on error, and strengthen them-
selves with delusion.

While I proceed to examine the consistency of Mason-
ry, as exhibited in the authorized books of the order, with
the actual state of the art, as it exists in the lodges; if at
any time I speak lightly of the empty trappings, of the
senseless ceremonies, and the vain-glorious pretensions of
Masonry ; Ihope to be acquitted of all intended disrespect
to “ the general grand kings, thrice illustrious knights, and
sublime and perfect Masons,” who wear, who observe, and
who believe them. No offence is meant. The Quaker
may respect the soldier, while he laughs at his tinsel and
finery ; the citizen must admire the manly proportions,
and stately air of the fierce Sioux, while he ridicules his

inkling bells, and painted skin, and pelican feathers,
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I am to speak of Masonry as it is known in the lodges,
and not as it exists in the chapters, councils, encampments,
&c. If the foundations are vanity, all that is built upon
them must be also vanity, equally light, or the building
would fall.

The three first degrees lie at the foundation of the whole.
These I have never ceased to observe, to weigh, and to
distrust, during six years of favourable opportunity ; until
these views of the institution have, like ripened fruit, been
fully matured, and now naturally drop for the refreshment
of others.

This I say without the fear of man, that within the lodges,
for all its pretensions to be a science, or an art, of which
pretensions it makes many ; for all its pretensions to teach
the sciences, of which pretensions it makes many ; for all
its pretensions to be a mystery of intrinsic value, of which
pretensions it makes many ; for all its pretensions to a di-
vine original, of which pretensions it makes many: the
Masonic institution is no better than. will appear in the
sequel. -

I coux now to consider the claims of Free Masonry, set
forth in a work entitled as follows :

“ANp Gop sAID, LET THERE 'BE LIGHT, AND THERE
WAS §#, AND THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS,
- % Constitutions of the ancient and honourable fraternity

of Free and Accepted Masons, collected and digested from

their old records, faithful traditions, and lodge books. For
the use of the lodges. Together with the history and ge-
neral regulations of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

« Compiled by the Rev. - , A. M. Member of the
Mass. His. Soc. and Chaplam to the Grand Lodge of
Mass.
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¢ Brethren, submit yourselves unto such, and to every
one that helpeth with us and laboureth.’—8%. Paul.

« Second edition ; revised and comected, with large addi-
tions. Published under the sanction of the Grand Lodge.

« Printed at Worcester, Mass., by Brother , in the
Christian era, 1798 ; in the year of Light, 5798.”

“ To the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

“ Your committee having deliberately examined the Book
of Constitutions presented by the Grand Chaplain, agreea-
bly to your appointment, do approve of the said Book of
Constitutions in all its parts, and do recommend it for your
approbation. [Five signatures, and among ‘them Doctors
of Divinity and of Laws.] :

“ Boston, 25th June, 5798.™

{ Follos oason. } ' ANCTION.

« Toall the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, the
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, sendeth Greeting.

“ Whereas the Grand Lodge, in ample form assembled,
on the 17th day of January, 5798, did appoint our Rev.
Brother , Grand Chaplain, to revise and prepare a
new edition of the Book of Constitutions ; and the com-
mittee who were empowered for that purpose, have exa-
mined and reported their approbation of the following
work ; we, therefore, authorized by a vote of the Grand
Lodge, do, in their behalf, direct the same to be used in all
the Lodges within our jurisdiction, and we recommend it to
all other Brethren. Given under our hands, and the seal
of the Grand Lodge, at Boston, June 25th, 5788.” [8ign-
ed by all the grand officers. I spare their names.]

This is a quarto volume of 288 pages, of which 21 are
devoted to antiquities, printed in the ancient black letter,
for no good reason. that I can conceive, unless it be with a
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view to & worthy maxim of the dark ages, “Omne igno-
tum est pro magnifico.” Every secret is a wonder.

The antiquities are copies of eight pretended ancient
manuscripts ; the most important one 1 give at full length.
Itis .

No. «VL.” - (page 15.)

“ A manuscript copy of an examination of some of the
brotherhood, taken before king Henry VI. was found by
the learned John Leocke, in the Bodleian library. This dia-

logue poseesses a double claim to our regard; first, for its -

“antiquity, and next, for the ingenious notes and conjectures
of Mr, Locke upon it; some of which we have retained.
The approbation of a philosopher of as great merit and
penetration as the British nation ever produced, added to
the real value of the piece itself, must give it a sanction,
and render it deserving a serious and candid examination.*
The “sanction” it has, is the seal of the grand lodge.
. Its  real value” we will examine, “ seriously,” if we can.
It is written in the black letter,.and antique style, which
style I will follow through the caption, and afterwards aim
chiefly at the sense. Many of the words are obsolete, but
a glossary at the end explains them.

« Certayne questyons, with answeres to the same, con- .

cernynge the mystery of Maconrye, writtenne by the hande
of kynge Henrye the Sixthe of the name, and faythfullye

copyed by me Johan Leylande, Antiquarius, by the com- -

mand of his Highnesse.

*'They be as followeth :

“ Ques. What mote ytt be ?

“ Ans, 1t beeth the skill of nature, the understanding of
the might that is therein, and its sundry workings, particu-
larly the skill of numbers, of weights, and measures, and
the true manner of formingall things for man’s use, chiefly
dwellings, and buildings of all kinds, and all other things
that make good to man.

“ Ques. Wher dyd ytt beginne ?

“Ans. It did begin with the first men in the East, which
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were before the first men in the West, and coming westly
it hath brought Rerewith all comforts to the wild and com-
Jortless.

“ Ques. Who dyd brynge it westlye ?

“ Ans. The Venetians,* who being great merchants, com-~
ed first from the East in Venetia, for the commodity of
merchandizing both East and West by the Red and Mid-
dleland seas.

“ Ques. How comed ytt yn Englande ?

“ Ans. Peter Gower,! a Grecian, journied for cunning in
Egypt, and in Syria, and in every land where the Venetians
had planted Masonry; and winning entrance into all
lodges of Masons, he learned much, and returned and dwelt
in Grecia Magna ; watching and becoming a mighty wise-
acre, and greatly renowned, and here he framed a great
lodge at Groton, (Crotona. Mr. Locke,) and maked many
Masons ; wherefrom, in process of time, the art passed into
England.

« Ques. Do the Maconnes descour their arts unto others ?

«“ Ans. [Is at some length, in the negative.]

« Ques. What artes haveth the Maconnes techedde man-
kynde?

« Ans. The arts, Agricultura, Architectura, Astronomia,
Geometria, Numeres, Musica, Poesia, Kymistria, Govern
ment, and Relygyonne.

“ Ques. How come the Maconnes more teachers than
odher menne?

“ Ans. They, themselves only, have the art of finding out
new. arts, which art the first Masons received from God ;
by twhich they find what arts they please, and the true

of teaching the same. What other men do find out is
onlybycham:e and therefore but little, I trow.

* A note, imputed to Mr. Locke, supposes this should read Pheniecians,
+ Another note, imputed to Mr. Locke, supposes this Peter Gower was no
other than Pythagoras.
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[As this answer is one thing “ of real value” inthe piece,
and is s0 monstrous a pretension as-to defy credulity itself,I -
will give itin the genuine text, excepting only the black let-

_ter.] “Ans. They hemselfe haveth allien the arte of fynd-
ynge newe arts, whyche art the fyrst Maconnes receaved
from Godde ; by whyche they fyndeth whatte arts hem ple-
seth, and the trew way of techynge the same. What
odher menne doeth ffynde out ys onelyche by chance, and
herefore but itel I tro.” [Allien and onelyche are defined
in the glossary accompanying the antiquity. But to pro-
ceed.]

“ Ques. What dothe the Maconnes conceale and hyde?

“ Ans. They conceal the.art of finding out new arts, and
that is for their own profit and honour. They conceal the
art of keeping secrets, that so the world may conceal noth-
ing from them. They conceal the art of wonder-working,
and of foresaying things to come, that so the same arts may
not be used of the wicked to an evil end. They also con-.
ceal the art of transmutation of metals, the way of win-
ning the faculty of magic, the skill of becoming good
and perfect without the helpings of fear and hope;* and
the universal language of Maconnes.”

This is enough, “I trow.” No wonder Mr. Locke, in
admiration of the old paper, determined to join the frater-
nity immediately. Masonic tradition does not inform us
whether he lived to execute his generous purpose.

Four short and unimportant answers remain.

This story of Peter Gower is sufficiently monstrous to

_ make a candid reader doubt, whether the grand officers of

a grand lodge, with the grand chaplain for their guide,

could have set their seals to its authority ; but they have;
and now let Free Masonry answer it. Let the art of fore-

* « A Deity. believed, will nought avail ;"
“ Rewards, and punishments make God adored ; )
“ And hopes, and fears, give conscience pll her power.”
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saying things, foresee the peril of its situation; let the art
of finding out new arts, find out a way of escape from the
overwhelming weight of its own pretensions; let the art
which was given to the first Masons by some God, prepare
to return to its God ; its mortal career must be drawmg toa
close. No mstitution in this age can sustain claims so
monstrous, though made in black letter.

The Book of Constitutions does not say this story was
published to impose on the weak ; does not say that the
men who copied and published it in that solemn and official
manner, did not believe one word of its wonders ; does not
say thet it is an abomination to the truth, a scandal upon
common sense, a foul blot attempted to be fixed on the
escutcheon of Free Masonry ; no such thing ; but the Book
of Constitutions relates it with perfect gravity, with a re-
commendatory preface, and with explanatory notes!

The same is published in the F. M. Library, with the
sanction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland.—F. M. L.
p- 10.

Then the comman Mason may, the multitude of Masons
must, believe that Free Masons do, indeed, have possession
of the keys of knowledge, of the art of arts, and they only
want time and capacity to investigate the mysteries, to
search through the dark vaults of the masonic temple, and
accumulate treasures of wisdom above all other men.
How often have I heard them individually sorrow for time
to study these things that they might understand them bet-
ter! O, that they knew as much of the mystery, as this
man and that, whose superior education and studious lei-
sure permit him to become acquainted with the whole se-
cret, and exalt him in common fame to the elevation of “a
great Mason!” Poor feHows; how can it be otherwise?
These pretensions appear as unreasonable to the common
mason, as to the reader; they are, however, sealed with the
great seals of the grand lodges, and sanctioned by the offi-
cial signatures of great men and Masons, and must be re-
ceived by the less informed with due submission to those
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who are set over them in the work of the lodges. * Bre-
thren, submit yourselves unto such,” &c.

But this story is not locked up in the lodge room w1th the
Book of Constitutions, nor in the breasts of « great Ma-
sons;” if it were 8o, its harm would be incalculable, though
much less than when it is published ina popular form, and
finds access to the very mind. It is published, with slight
variations, in one of the most popular masonic works of
the age, Hardie’s Monitor, in a plain type. with every sanc-
tion and circumstance calculated to impress the reader
with the belief both of the genuineness of the manuscript,
and of Mr. Locke’s notes; and, what is more, of the fair-
ness of the conclusion of that great philosopher and good
man, that Masonry was a wonder worthy of his' eager in-
vestigation.

It is published, also, with particular zeal by Mr. Hutchin-
son, under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of England,
and by Calcott, and by the renowned Master of the Lodge
of Antiquity, Mr. William Preston.

I wipe my hands of this, as well as the other erroneous
pretensions of Masonry. Humble as an individual brother

“may be, I cannot consent for a day to have my name quoted
as one that belongs to a society, under its public seal up-
holding pretensions so abhorrent to truth and to piety, as
are contained in this authenticated manuscript.

Conscience directs, and the world will uphold, this cause.
Masons themselves will follow it, when once they have
coolly examined, and find that all these things are word for
word, without gloss or redeeming comment, in the Book of
Constitutions.*

* The Free Mason’s Library, from p. 8. to 14, contains this same dis-
graceful paper, word for word, as given in the Book of Constitutions of
Massachusetts, a paper which the great Clinton, in his unfortunate attach-
ment to Masonry, condescends to name without a word of disapprobation :
% The celebrated philosopher, John Locke, was much struck with a manu-

7
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THE FREE MASON’S LIBBRARY.
“ Sanction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland.

“ Whereas, by a resolution of the Grand Lodge of Ma-
ryland, brothers [five, I pity the names] were appointed a
committee to superintend the publication of a new edition
of the Ahiman Rezon, proposed to be published by bro-
ther Samuel ——, under the title of the Free Mason’s Libra-
1y, and to give the same the sanction of the Grand Lodge :

“ Be it known, that said committee, having examined
said work, do find it in every respect worthy of the sanction
of the Grand Lodge, and, consequently, recommend it to all
Masons as a faithful guide.

*
*
*

* ¥ Committee.”’

script of Henry V1. King of England, deposited in the Bodleian Library.

It isin the form of Questions and Answers,” &c.—Clinton's Farewell Ad-

dress 1o the Grand Lodge of New-York. A. D. 1825. :
O, how little does a great man become, by becoming a great Mason.
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- CHAPTER IX.

% To promise is most courtly and fashionable; performance is a kind of
will or testament, which arguesa great sickness in his Judgment that makes
it.”—Shakspeare.

Now, let it be understood, that the book from which I
quote is one within my degree. No grand lodge has any
thing to do with Masonry abave the master’s degree.
The grand lodge is a convention of delegates from the
lodges of Master Masons, and these lodges are never open-
ed on any degree higher than the third.* A Royal Arch
Mason may be in the lodge, and also represent the lodge in
the grand lodge, but never can do either in any other capa-
city than as a Master Mason ; therefore the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, in its Book of Constitutions, addresses
men and masters from its own stair, the third degree, and
thus it speaks :—p. 33.

« Before we enter upon the duties of the operative mason,
in the various offices to which he may be called in the lodge,
it is proper to give some account of what is absolutely re-
quisite in all who aspire to partake of the sublime honours
of those who are duly initiated into the mysteries, and in-
structed in the art of ancient Masonry.”

Thereby insinuating that Masonry has *sublime ho-
nours,” and valuable mysteries within the gift of the Grand
Lodge ; we shall see.

It proceeds: “ Whosoever from love of knowledge, in-
terest, or curiosity, desires to be a mason,” &c., intimating
that a love of knowledge may properly lead one to the door

# Vide F. M. L. p. 231.
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of the lodge. In accordance with this, the candidate, pre-
vious to his introduction into the lodge, must subscribe a
declaration, from which the following extract is taken:
(page 4.)

«], A. B., do seriously declare, upon my honour, that I
voluntarily offer myself a candidate for the mysteries of
Free Masonry ; that I am solely prompted by a favourable
opinion conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge,
and a sincere wish to be serviceable to my fellow creatures.”

We shall see the knowledge he acquires, of which he is
made beforehand to confess his expectation.

Page 43. Describing the constituent parts of a lodge, and
the numbers nccessary to constitute a lodge, it is written :
“ more than forty or fifty are found inconvenient for work-
ing to advantage ;" that is, as if masons had some profitable
and instructive labour to perform, when they meet in lodges:
we shall see what working means.

Again, pages 44 and 45. One of the master’s dutxes is to

“ take care that no apprentice, or fellow craft, be takeninto
his house, or lodge, unless he has sufficient employment for
him, and finds him duly qualified for learning and under-
standing the sublime mysteries of the art. 'Thus shall ap-
prentices be admitted upon farther improvement, as fellow
crafts ; and in due time be raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason.” Sublime mysteries of the sublime degre¢
of Master Mason! We shall see.

Page 53—* Of working.”—* All masons should work

'foithfully and honestly. All the working hours appointed
by law, or confirmed by custom, are to be strictly ob-
served.” Working again! Think you what working
means? Building temples! Perhaps an idea of it can be
given without impropriety, but not now. Page 75 is the
form of a warrant from the Grand Lodge, authorizing a
subordinate to work, with power “to receive and enter
apprentices, pass fellow crafts, and raise Master Masons;
also, to make choice of a master, wardens, and other
office bearers, annually, or otherwise. as they shall see
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cause; to receive and collect funds for the relief of poor
and distressed brethren, . their widows or children ; and, in
general, to transact all matters relating to Masonry, which
may to them appear to be for the good of the craft, accord-
ing to the ancient usages and customs of Masons.” I give
this, because it embraces in the words of authority, the
whole busiuess of our lodges.

Page 83. Subject, Installation of officers. * Grand Mas-
ter asks the Dep. Grand Master, Have you examined the
master nominated in the warrant,and do you find him well
skilled in the science of Masonry 1  The science of Mason-
ry ! that is the thing not to be forgotten. -

The following chapter is transcribed entire, for the Ao-
nourable testimony it bears to the masonic character of a
Master Mason; and the conviction carried through the
whole chapter, that @ master may speak as one that knows,
and teach as one that understands, what Free Masonry is.

Page 121. “ The Government of the Fraternity explained.
The mode of government observed by the Fraternity, will
best explain the importance of Masonry, and give a true idea
of its nature and design.

“Three classcs are generally admitted, under different
appellations. »

« The privileges of each class are distinct and particular;
means are adopted to preserve those privileges to the just
and meritorious. Honour and probity are recommenda-

tions to the first class, in which the practice of virtue is en- -

forced, and the duties of morality are inculcated, while the
mind is prepared for social converse, and a regular progress
in the principles of knowledge and philosophy.

« Diligence, assiduity, and application, are qualifications
for the second class; in which an accurate elucidation of
science, both in theory and practice, is given ; kuman reason
is cultivated by a due exertion of our rational powers and
JSaculties, nice and difficult theortes are explained, new dis-
coveries produced, and those already known beautifully em-
bellished.

odud
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“ The third class (Master Masons) is confined to a select-

" ed few, whom truth and fidelity have distinguished, whom

years and experience have improved, and whom merit and
abilities have entitled to preferment. With whom the an-
cient landmarks of the order are preserved, and from whom
we learn and practice those necessary and instructive les-
sons, which at once dignify the art, and qualify its nume-
rous professors to illustrate and explain its excellence and
wtility. ’ . '

“This is the established mode of our government, when
we act in conformity to our rules. By this judicious ar-
rangement, true friendship is cultivated among different
ranks and degrees of men, while hospitality is promoted,
industry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.”

While copying, I exclaim, is it possible that I am a Mas-
ter Mason ! that I have been -made even a fellow craft, to
receive “ an accurate elucidation of science both in theory
and praetice 7 have I received the ezplanation of the nice
and difficult theories ; also, the new discoveries and the beau-
tiful embellishments of those truths already discovered, all
which things, it seems, are conferred in the second degree !

And what a wonder that they are now entirely forgotten !
It is some comfort, under the loss, to know that I am re-
ceived among that selected few, who, having been presented
with all that the second degree has to-give, and being dis-
tinguished for truth and fidelity, enjoy the preferment, to
which they are by their merit and abilities entitled, wro
ARE QUALIFIED TO ILLUSTRATE AND EXPLAIN THE EXCEL-
LENCE OF THE ORDER, AND ITS UTILITY.

I attempt only in my way ; and if a master can do this,
as the Grand Lodge here certify, the writer may ; and this
is his view of “ the order:” that excellence and utility are
to_be named in conncxion with the gentlemen of the order
only ; that the institution itself is a whited sepulchre, full
of loathsome decay and dead men’s bones.
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CROSS’S MASONIC CHART.

CHAPTER X.

“The painting is almost the natural man ;
« For since dishonour trafficks with man’s nature,
« Heis but outside : these pencilled figures are
« Even such as they give out.”
Timon of Athens.

In further illustrating the pretensions of Masonry, with a
character for ability certified by the Grand Lodge, and the
Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts, I take up “ the true
Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Monitor, ¢ontaiping all the
emblems explained in the degrees of an Entered Apprentice,
Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master,
Most Excellent Master, Royal Arch, Royal Master, and
Select Master. Designed and duly arranged, agreeable to
the Lectures, by R. W. Jeremy L. Cross, G. L. To which
are added, Illustrations, Charges, Songs, &c. Third edi-
tion, with additions and emendations. - F. G. Woodward &
Co. New-Haven. 1824.”

This work is dedicated “ to the officers of the General
Grand Chapter of the United States of America,” and is
furnished with the following print :

Adam crowns the temple, holding a ring, the emblem of
eternity, in his hand. This would seem to signify that Ma-
sonry began with Adam, and that my labour is vain.

Enoch stands on the right hand, a little below, with the
golden triangle in his hand, on which he inscribed the in-
effable characters, the Naxe of Masonry, « still visible in the
temple in St. Jerome's time, written in the ancient Samaritan
characters ;>* and this triangle he deposited in the bot-
tom of the ninth arch of his subterraneous temple.*

\

*Now-York edition of W ebb’s Monitor, p. 245 to 260.
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On the left of Adam, opposite to Enoch, is Noah, with a
square in his hand, with which he, as a Mason, built the
ark ; whereby the race of man was preserved upon the
earth. v
“Holiness to the Lord,” is inscribed upon the Masons’
arms, at the feet of Adam.

Within the prostyle stand, on the right, Hiram of Tyre,

Solomon, and Hiram Abiff, the three grand masters of an-
cient Masonry ; and on the left stand Zerubbabel, Joshua,
and Haggai, builders of the second temple, whose connex-
ion with Masonry is in the Royal Arch.
. Below these, outside of the Prostyle, on the right hand,
is Shem, Ham, and Japhet, all Masons by tredition, and
the fathers of the present family of man. But Ham,
does not deservedly occupy so exalted a place in the tem-
ple of Masonry; for, ¢ ¢ certain it is, that the second son
of Noah was not master of the art.” [Mas. Min. 337.
Ahiman Rezon, p. 13, of Preface.] Herod’s name might
be proposed as a substitute, * an excellent grand master.”
[Hardie’s Monitor, p. 294.] Opposite to Shem, Ham, and
Japhet, are placed Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel.

Now, this comes of one of the most monstrous pretensions
of Free Masonry. Moses, by particular direction, built a ta-
bernacle to the Lord, Gad himself directing in the minutest
parts, the sockets, the taches, and the curtains. “ And
Moses said unto the children of Israel, (Ex. xxxv. 30.) see,
the Lord hath called by name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah ; and hath filled him with
the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, and to de-
vise curious works; to work in gold, and in silver, and in
brass, and in the cutting of stones to set them, and in the
carving of wood to make any manner of eunning work.
And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, both he
and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.
'Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart to work all man-
ner of work of the engraver, and of the cunning work of
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man, and of the embroiderer.” And all this we are led to
believe is Free Masonry! Even that the Most High gave
them a knowledge of cunning work, which has been re-
tained among the fraternity to the present day! It is not
convenient for me to express the feeling which so great
presemptien inspires. The claim to any of the fathers of
the human race, or of these fathers in Israel, and to all
knowledge derived from them, is wicked and unfounded,
and not to be endured. .

The names of the General Grand Officers of the Gene-
ral Grand Chapter of the United States, inscribed upon the
nine stairs of the Prostyle, are all true and worthy,and are
here found in excellent company.

Next follows the recommendations of the chart. .

“To the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
throughout the United States of North America, Greeting:

“ Know ye, that we, the undersigned, having duly ex-
amined our worthy companion, Jeremy L. Cross, do find
him well skilled, and correct in the lectures and mode of
working in the three first degrees of ancient Free Mason-
ry, as received, sanctioned, and directed to be taught by the
several Grand l.odges of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New-York and New-
Jersey.—We do, therefore, cheerfully recommend him as
fully competent to teach the same. Witness our hands.
M. E. and Hon. (I pity the name.) G. G. H. P. of the Gen.
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame-
rica, also Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New-
York." .

It would amuse’ the reader to speculate upon the grand
deputies and their oppressive titles ; the grand kings, and:
grand masters, and grand wardens, which, to the number
of eighteen, from eight different states, follow in column

* F. M. Library, p. 247. a part of this passage is quoted, to be read in
the ceremonial of the R. A. degree.
- 8
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after their most excellent, honourable and grand file-leader.
The names and the titles in capitals, occupy a page, not-
withstanding all the abbreviations ; e. g. M. E. John Snow,
G. G. King of the G. G. R. A. C.of the U. 8. A.; also, G-
H. Priest of the Grand Chapter of Ohio. Truly, they are
« gtuck o’er with titles” to such a degree, that their worthy
names are quite overwhelmed with the burden of honours.

Again. * We, the undersigned, officers of the General
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame-
rica, po AprrovE AND RecoMMEND ‘ The True Masonic
Chart’ as entitled to the use and attention of the craft.”

Here follow their most excellent names, and general
grand honours, eight in number.

Again. “ Extract from the proceedings of the Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Connecticut, May, A. L.
5820.

“ RESOLVED, that this Grand Lodge approve of the Maso-
nic Chart published by Brother Jeremy L. Cross, and re-
commend it to be used as a masonic text book in all the
lodges working under this jurisdiction.
“ A true copy from the minutes.
“ Attest, * * @. Sec."
[The reader will see the name in the Chart. ]

Still another is given in the original, but enough is here

to show the authenticity of the work as a masonic record.
“'We will see what it testifies.

The first twenty-four pages are filled with the emblems
of Masonry on the three first degrees, all which I have the
honour to understand, and can witness to their general
harmlessness and moral tendency. Example. A carpenter’s
square in the chart, is thus explained in the Monitor : “ It en-
ables the artist to form and fashion his works, and teaches us
symbolically to form and fashion our lives. It is an emblem
of. morality, and instructs us in that most important moral
obligation, to do as we would be done unto, and to live
upon the square with all mankind.” This is all very well,
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if it did not pretend to be divine ; very well for those who
like it ; for myself, I am glad to have been reminded of the
golden rule by all means; and, if some find a carpenter’s
squave @ good means to call it up to their mind, let them
‘paper their walls with squares, and “ act honestly upon the
square,” without pretending any mystery in it, any Free
_ Masonry init. In that lies the fault. The embleins are
most of them well enough, considered merely as em-
blems; and, although they fail of affecting deeply the con-
science, those who find them good are welcome to them,
claiming them only as emblems, and not as the mysterious
characters and dark hieroglyphics of a divine and “ mys-
terious science,”—an art * which the first Masons re-
ceived from God.” I say most of them are well enough,
for I do not think they all are ; for instance, the explanation
of the lamb skin, or white leather apron: it is given thus
in Hardie’s Monitor, p. 140.

“The lamb has been in all ages considered as an emblem:

~ of innocence and of peace. .The Lamb of God who taketh
away the sins of the world, will grant to those who put their
trust in him, his peace. He, therefore, who wears the lamb
- skin as a badge of Masonry, is thereby reminded of that pu-
rity of life and conversation, which it is absolutely necessary
for them to observe, who expect to be admitted into the
Grand Lodge above; where, under the precedency of the
Grand Master of heaven and earth, they will for ever enjoy
those pleasures which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,” &c.
" «This lamb skin, or white apron, the person initiated is
told, is more ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman
eagle, more honourable than the star and garter, or any
other order which could be conferred upon him, then, or at
any time thereafter, by king, prince, potentate, or any other
person, except hebe.a Mason ; and which every one ought
to wear with equal honour to himself, and to'the fraternity.”
—Hardie’s Mon. chap. 17. p. 141.

W)
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A white apron is a very innocent thing in itself, and if one
can learn purity of life from it, let him wear it by night and
by day.

But this disposition to draw in the Lamb that taketh away
sin, to the support of Masonry ; and to call Heaven’s Ma-
jesty by the heathenish names of a secret society; and to
set the pleasures which God has prepared for those that
love him, before cold moralists in damask aprons, deserves
reproof ; I cannot away with it. ‘The bragging which fol-
lows, that this white apron is more honourable than any
thing in the gift of kings, or princes, or people, is too child-
ish to move indignation.

“ Let coxcombs grin, and critics seer,
% While we are blithe and jolly;
¢ Let fops despise the budge we wear,
% We laugh at all their folly.” '
Preston, Lon. ed. 1792. p. 396.

The moral attached to these emblems, is not often re-
hearsed in the lodge; very seldom. How impressively,
when it is done, let Masons decide. It is a vain attempt
to feed the immortal mind with chaff for bread; to incul-
cate a never dying hope on the sandy foundation of self:
righteousness ; to prepare men for the retributions of eter-
nity, by the morality of a temporal law, and thus to plant
itself in the way of the true faith, and to turn men aside
from the sure hope, the bright realities, and the searching
doctrines of the gospel.
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CHAPTER XI.

« Mark you this, Bassanio,
¢ The devil can quote seripture for his purpose.
« An evil soul, producing holy witness,
“Ts like a villain with a smiling cheék ;
“A goodly apple, rotten at the heart.
“ 0, whata goodly outside falsehood hath !’
Mevch. of Venice.

I coxE next to sixteen pages of hieroglyphics in Royal
Arch Masonry. These it belongs not to a Master Mason to
explain ; but their extraordinary character will not suffer
me to pass them unnoticed. The tabernacle of the Lord
built by Moses, and its utensils ; the ark of the covenant and
its contents; the pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded,
and the two tables of the law; the cherubim over the
mercy seat ; the table of show bread, the altar, the golden
candlestick, the pot of incense, and the pontifical garments,
consecrated by the Most High to his own peculiar service
in the family of Aaron; constitute three fifths of the em-
blems in Royal Arch Masonry!

While Masonry confines itself, as it does for the most
part in the three first degrees, to compasses, plumb lines,
setting malls, scythes, bee hives, &c. &c. no fault can be
found with the emblems, but only with the explanations of
them ; if such simple tools will preach morality to rational
creatures, it is harmless at least ; but when men take the
things of the Most High, dedicated to his service, and use
them as emblems of a mystical science, put they what ex-
planation upon the emblems they may, the mind revolts
from the sacrilege.

Free Masonry is welcome to a trowel and a twenty-four
inch gauge, or two foot rule ; but not to the holy bible, not
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to the tabernacle and to the mercy seat,” in which the glory
of the Highest dwelt, not to the tables of the covenant, not
to the altar and golden candlestick, not to the consecrated
garments of the Levitical priesthood, all which she assumes.
Masonry has, properly, nothing to do with these things;
she cannot use them without sacrilege. Masonry may with
equal justice take for her emblems, the awful representa-
tions of the Apocalypse; the seven trumpets, the seven
vials, the river of water of life, and the new Jerusalem, and
the throne of God !

Masonry has, properly, nothing to do with any of these
things ; and to represent it otherwise, is fearful. When
Mr. Cross, the grand lecturer, gives Moses with his flocks,
covering his eyes on the holy ground before the Lord in the
bush which burned and consumed not; and when this em-
blem is sanctioned by the most excellent names of the fra-
ternity, the impression conveyed, and intended to-be con-
veyed, is, that Free Masonry has some interesting connex-
ion, to say the least, with that portentous event.* It does
not become a master to speak as though he knew the se-
crets of the Royal Arch; but it is proper for him to speak
as one who knows the art of which'he has by proper au-
thorities been entitled a master; and as a lawfully consti-
tuted master of the art of Free Masonry, I declare my tho-
rough conviction, that Free Masonry has no more legitimate
connexion with Moses and the burning bush, than it has
with the seven trumpets of the Apocalypse ; that it has no
more rightful claim to the tabernacle and its utensils, than
to the Christian sacraments for emblems. The use of
common utensils for emblems is harmless, if the thing sig-
nified be innocent ; the use of things holy in the same way,
is an abuse of them not justifiable on any concecivable ex-
planation.t

Therefore it is, that I am indignant to see the Holy of

* The F. M. Library 'qnom the account from Ex. iii. 1—6, to be read in
the ceremonial of this degree. p. 241.
t Possibly the higher degrees spare not the sacraments : ‘the following
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Holies in the ancient dispensation of the Church, set forth
in dumb show among the common implements of a me-
chanic art, as the emblems of a mystical science. Those
solemn remembrancers of God’s visible presence, and of
the displays of his righteous judgments and pardoning'mer-
cies, to the chosen but rebellious sons of Jacob, are gravely
trifled with, when made to.serve in the workshop of a Free
Mason, use them as he may. I cannot endure it, that an in-
stitution, which, as far as I have known it, is a perfect Te-
KEL, should endeavour to compensate for its emptiness, by
wresting the characters of the patriarchs to its support;
that an institution which, to the end of the degree it calls
sublime, is, in my sober judgment, very ridiculous, both in
its rights and ceremonies, should, for the greater sanctity,
draw into its use in the higher degrees, the most solemn
events and sacred furniture of the ancient church.

When Masonry answers it, it will be with her life.

The destruction of Jerusalem, the plan of Babylon, and
the maps of those ancient countries, are all free to the fra-
ternity. If it can draw wisdom from such emblems, it is
well: there is nothing in the sight of a burning city, and
captive train, &c. &c. that may not’ be turned to a good
account ; so these the Royal Arch may have, together with
its claw hammer, key, and barn shovel. But that triangle
of Enoch’s, so often presented to view, giving a splendid
light in the darkness of -the deep arches the moment

is extensively circulated, and may be genuine Christianity to the exalted
Mason ; but to the humble master, it is simple blasphemy. Describing his
ascent in the higher degrees, one says of the latter he had taken: “1 be-
came a pilgrim, travelled to the awful dome of the K. T. and sued for
admittance. I gained it, trod the paths of my Redeemer, drank the bitter
cup, was crucified with him, and triumphed over death and hell.” This is
admitted into the preface of the Free Mason’s Library, p. 7, with marked
approbation.

See Webb’s account of the Ineffable Degroes, for the Masonic form of
the Sacrament of the Supper. Presenting the bread and the wine to the
candidate, the Most Perfect says:  Eat of this bread with me, and drink
of thesame cup,” &c.—Free Mason’s Monitor, New-York, 1802, p. 262,
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the taper was extinguished, and claiming to have a name
known only to those to whom it is masonically given;
and that name, too, the only true name of Heaven’s Su-
preme,* visible in the temple in 8t. Jerome’s time, writfen
in the ancient Samaritan characters; that triangle, innocent
enough in itself, is a very monster in its pretensions. Ido
not make the. Royal Arch welcome to any thing but the
triangle. 1 protest with my might against its having the
tneffable name, “ handed down through successive ages by
tradition.” [p. 19, of this vol.]

“On it may be found what exalts high our fame,
« If rightly deciphered, a mystical name.”

Here I take my leave of the emblems, and open the vo-
lume at the first step of Masonry, or “ Entered Apprentice's
Degree.”

What first would catch the attention of a common read-
er,is: “ A prayer used at the initiation of a candidate.”

« Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe,
to this our present convention, and grant that this candi-
date for Masonry may dedicate and devote his life to thy
service, and become a true and faithful brother among us!
Endue him with a competency of thy divine wisdom,} that
by the secrets of our art, he may be better enabled to dis-
play the beauties of holiness, to the honour of thy holy
name! So moteitbe. Amen.”’—Cross’s Chart, sec. 1.

Then follows a passage of scripture, to.be rehearsed in
the ears of the still hoodwinked candidate.

I believe prayer is a solemn reality, and God a living Spi-

* See p. 18, of this volume.

1 Hardie’s Mouitor, p. 218, gives it thus : * Endue him with a competen-
¢y of thy divine wisdom, that he may with the secrets of Free Masonry,
be able to unfold the mysteries of Godliness.” The book of Constitutions
of Massachusetts, giveg the same prayer, p. 149, in the following words :
« Endue him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that he may, with
the secrets of Free Masonry, be able to unfold the mysteries of Gedliness.”
‘The same prayer is found in Preston, p. 50, in Ahiman Rezon, p. 45,Free
Mason’s Library, p. 120,F. M. M. p. 37, Part 1st, chap. 8.
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tit, that will not be mocked. Prayer is not an empty form ;
is not a service operating only upon the heart of the peti-
tioner ; but it ascends to one who hears, and will in won-
derful condescension answer. And how can he who looks
daily to God for his Spirit, lift up his voice or his supplica-
tion, that the great God would endue a youth ¢ with a com-
petency of divine wisdoin, to enable him, by the secrets of a
mystic art, the better to display the beauties of holiness I”
How incongruous the ideas! that the God.of all Grace
~ should be entreated to do a secret service for the benefit of

Free Masonry! For the honour of His holy name, the
words of the prayer say ; but, indeed, it does not mean any
such thing. He that wrote, and whoever uses the prayer,
must know in his own heart, that the mighty God is not one
covertly to honour his own name. Only Free Masonry does
that. What says Jehovah to David, his offending servant ?
« Thou didst it secretly ; but I will do this thing before all
Israel, .and before the sun : saith the Lord.” Itis mon-
strous presumption to entreat God-to honour his own holy
name by the greater display of the beauties of holiness
through the .secrets of a mystical science! ‘ Indeed, the
prayer- does not mean so ; but the spirit of it-is—honour
Masonry, our secret art, that it may appear in his eyes hal-
lowed by prayer and allied to heaven, who kneels now
blindfolded, expecting something, and who will soon open
his eyes upon vanity and disappointment.*

The propriety of this explanation will appear the more
striking, when we learn more particularly what the secret
art is. I passover the notice of the working tools of an en-
tered apprentice ; of the ornaments, lights, and jewels of a
lodge ; brotherly love, relief, and truth; together with the

* Prayer at the making of a Mason. Book of Cons. of Mass. p. 151.—
« Great Architect in heaven! Maker and Ruler of worlds unnumbered !
Deign from thy celestial temple to look down on us, the work of thy
hands : as we are now about to enlighten a fellow mortal in Masonry, wilt
thou enlighten us in a knowledge of divine truth,” &c.
9
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four cardinal virtues; and take up the charge of initiation
into the first degree, (20 p. of Mas. Chart.)
~ An extract from the Charge :

“ No institution was ever raised on a better principle, or
more solid foundation ; nor were ever more excellent rules
and useful maxims laid down, than are inculcated in the
several masonic lectures. - The greatest-and best of men,in
all ages, have been encouragers and promoters of the art ;
and have never deemed it derogatory to their dignity, to
level themselves with the fraternity, extend their privileges,
and patronize their assemblies.”

While Free Masonry thus exalts herself above all the
forms of government and religion; above all systems of
truth, and maxims of duty; and freely takes to herself the
greatest and best of men of all ages, the reader may be
exercising his imagination to conceive what kind of a re-
" velation, or heavenly wonder this secret art must be ; but it a
master may explain the, above, this is its meaning: the
newly entered apprentice isin the greatest danger of sick-
ening with disgust at the disappointment he has suffered.
The promises of the books, at least, had led him to expect,
that Masonry was more than an outside show, and that,
coming inside, he would, at the first degree, catch some
glimpse* of those charms which promise to ravish the hearts
of the faithful in n_the sublime degree of a Master Mason;
and, having taken the first degree, heis in the greatest dan-
ger of fainting, and of forsaking the lodge, and Free Ma-
sonry, for ever.

I have known those who did it. To prevent such a cala-

* «In the first degree, I perceived that inappreciable blessings were before
me, solemn and extremely important principles of divine truth were incul-
cated.” This is the same, who in the K. T. degree, was crucified with the
Lord, and “triumphed over death and hell.”—See Free Masons’ Library,
preface, p. 6. And let the Gr. Lodge of Maryland lock to it. Also, Free
Mason’s Library, p. 1565.
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mity and reproachupon the institution, the master of cere-
monies is furnished with this part of the charge, to cheer
the heart of the newly made brother, to sustain him with a
solemn assurance that that which seems to_his young eyes
to be just nothing, is, indeed, the most ancient,and honour-
- able, and stable, and pure, and excellent, and useful institu-
tion that ever was formed ; and with the recollection that
Washington, and Franklin, and Warren, were members of

‘These things are, to the young brother, like hartshorn to
a fainting soul, necessary and useful. He is revived, and
goes on, in due time, to the fellow craft’s degree, which
holds out something splendid, and in which he hopes, with
much confidence, to find new and peculiar beauties, as pro-
mised. - Let us accompany him.

CHAPTER XII

Containing an account of the sciences taught by Free Ma-
- sonry..

¢« Then, like an idiot gazing on the brook,
4 We leap at stars, and fasten in the mud.”—Young.

Tre Moxitor of Col. Webb introduces this degree in the
most formal manner. I copy from his work as follows :

F. M. M. p. 49. chap. 10.—Remarks on the second de-

“ Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided into
classes or degrees, for the more regular advancement in the
knowledge of its mysteries. According to the progress we
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make, we limit or extend our inquiries; and, in proportion
to our.capacity, we attain to a greater or less degree of
perfection. '

* « Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch
of polite learning ; under the veil of its mysteries is com-
prehended a regular system of science. Many of its illus-
trations, to the confined genius, may appear unimportant;
but the man of more enlarged faculties, will perceive them
to be in the highest degree useful and interesting. To
please the accomplished scholar and ingenious artist, Ma-
sonry is wisely planned ; and in the investigation of its latent
doctrines, the philosopher -and mathematician may expe-
rience equal delight and satisfaction.”

An apprentice who would stop with such a bnght pros-
pect before him, must be exceedingly faithless, especially
when on the same page it is added : “ To exhaust the va-
rious subjects of which it treats, would transcend the pow-
ers of the brightest genius ; still, however, nearer approach-
es to perfection may be made, and the man of wisdom will
not check the progress of his abilities, though the task he
attempts may at first seem insurmountable ;1 and more, a
plenty ; but this is enough to lead an apprentice on to the
degree of fellow craft, and to lead the uninitiated to think
there is some singular mystery in Free Masonry; and as
that is what such statements are intended for, we will pro-
ceed next to the matter of the degree of fellow crafts, to
which this is an introduction.

Here the Monitor, the Manual, the Chart, Preston, the
Book of Constitutions of 8. C., and the F. M. Library,
walk pari passu in the grandeur of their pretensions. But
I extract from the Chart.

After naming a variety of things previously to be explain-
ed, one of which is, that “ insix days God created the hea-

* This is taken from Preston, b. 2. s. 4. and is copied verbatimin the
Free Mason’s Library, p. 165.
+ Webb’s Monitor, chap. 10. p. 50. F. M. Library, pp. 165, 166.
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vens and the earth, and rested upon the seventh day, the
seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren consecrated as a
day of rest from their labours ;”* (by which we learn whom
we have to thank for the consecration of the Sabbath day;)
the Chart proceeds, page 24, to say : * The next is the doc- .
trine of the spheres, in the science of astronomy.

‘“ OF THE GLOBES. o

“ The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, on the
convex surface of which are represented the countries,
seas, and various parts of the earth, the face of the hea-
vens, the planetary revolutions, and other particulars.” Ju-
dicious observations follow, explaining the use of the globes.

¢ As the five orders of architecture are explained in this
section, (of the fellow craft’s degree,) a brief description of
them may not be improper.

‘ OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE.

« By order in architecture is meant a system of all the
members, proportions, and ornaments of columns and
pilasters ; or it is a regular arrangement of the projecting
parts of a building, which, united with those of a column,
form a beautiful, perfect, and complete whole.”

Then follow Jearned views of the origin of bases, and
capitals of pillars in architecture.

“ The five orders are thus classed : ‘

“ The Tuscan, the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compo-
site.” Here follows a neat and faithful description of each
of the several orders, giving an account of their origin and
peculiar characteristics, introducing the terms triglyph,
frieze, volute, &c. in their proper places, as might be ex-
pected in a scientific work.

* Mas. Manual, p. 170. uses the same words. See Hardie’s Mon. p. 111.
Thesame in Webb’s Mon. p. 45. Also F. M. Library, p. 168.
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The five senses are next introduced. Hearing, seeing,
feeling, smelling, and tasting. They are each treated in a
neat and scholar-like manner, with a handsome definition.
At the conclusion of the notice of feeling, it is added,in a
different type, “ These three senses, hearing, seeing, an
Jeeling, are moist revered by Masons.™ Add tasting.

Without ceremony, the Chart, like the Monitor, the Ma-
nual, Preston, and Book of Constitutions of South Caro-
lina, &c. passes from the five senses to treat—

« Of the séven liberal arts and sciences; which are
grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music and
astronomy.”

This enumeration shows the antiquity of Masonry ; for,
having always a desire for the best things, as well as the best
men, of all ages, it undoubtedly chose the seven most-libe-
ral and honourable of the arts and sciences of the age in
which the selection was made ; and some years have now
elapsed since, in the estimate of the learned world, natural
philosophy and chelmstry would have found a place among
the liberal arts and sciences.

This is honourable to the antiquity of the institution,
without reproach to its discernment ; and we are not to in-
fer hence, that the study of natural philosophy and chemis-
try is neglected by the fraternity ; or because these sciences
have no place of honour in the books of the crafi, that,
therefore, they are omitted in the instructions of the lodge
room.

‘Each of these seven liberal arts and sciences has a sec-
tion devoted to it. “ Geometry, the first and noblest of
sciences, the basis on which the superstructure of Masonry
is erected,” receives that portion of attention to which its
superior masonic importance entitles it,

“ geoMETRY. (Mas. Chart, p. 31.)
“ Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magni-
tudes in general, where length, breadth, and thickness, are
considered, from a point to a line, from a line to a superfi-
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cies, and from a superficiesto a solid.” This is followed by
a mathematical definition of a point, a line, a superficies, -
and a solid; and by remarks, first, on the advantages of
geometry, and, again, on the moral advantages of geo-
metry.

I shall conclude this notice of the Chart on the fellow
craft’s degree, by an extract from the charge. “ The study
of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education which
tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, is ear-
nestly recommended to your consideration ; especially the
science of geometry, which is established as the basis of
our art. Geometry or Masonry, originally synonymous
* terms, being of a divine and moral nature, is enriched with
the most useful knowledge ; while it proves the wonderful
properties of nature, i demonstrate: the more important
truths of morality.”*

Our professors of mathematics, and of moral phllosophy,
would seem to be equally interested to know “ the divine
and moral nature of geometry,” which, while it proves the
wonderful properties of nature, demomtrates the more im-
portant truths of morality !
+;. This must be one of the mysteries of * t.he art of finding
out new arts;” one of the secrets of intrinsic value be-
longing to *the art of wunderwurking, the wey of winning
the facultie of Abrac.”t To demonstrate moral truth by
geometrical problems—O, most wonderful science! This
inspired the poet when he sung :

+« Hail, mysterious, glorious science !
“ Which to discord bids defiance !
“ Harmony alone reigns here.”

*F. M. M. p. 22. Hardie’s Mon. p. 89. Tannehill’s Mon. p. 189.
Preston, p. 61. F.M. L. p. 179.
+ Book of Const. of Mass. p. 19. Pmton,b:?uci
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This is a mystery worth the purchase of fearful oaths of
secrecy, and nights of anguish to lonely companions. No
wonder masons know more than other men.* Well may
Mr. Hardie “ briefly say, that Masonry is the key-stone to
all other arts and sciences.” (p. 189.) And now we are
prepared to believe, that, “ of all the societies which have
contributed to the propagation of knowledge, the society
of Free Masons has been, and ever will be, the most con-
spicuous.”t The raptures of poetry are suitable to the
theme :

« Arise, and sound thy trumpet, Fame ;
« Free Masonry aloud proclaim,

“To realms and worlds unknowh :
« Tell them ’twas this great David’s son,
« The wise, the matchless Solomon,

« Prised far above:his throne.”

« Many persons are deluded by their vague supposition
that our mysteries and the practices established among us
are merely nominal, and that our ceremonies might be
adopted, or waived at pleasure.”—[ Free M. Mon. p. 19.
Preston, b. 1. sec. 4] They must be deluded, indeed,
who suppose 50, having once meditated upon the wonder-
ful stores of knowledge unfolded in the fellow craft’s de-
gree; and, above all, this art of arts, the finding out of
moral truth by geometrical problems! Assuredly, “ Ma-
sonry is an art equally useful and extensive. Without an
assiduous application to the various subjects of which it
treats, no person can be sufficiently acquainted with its
true value.”—{F. M. Mon. p. 21. . Preston, b. 2. sec. 1.]

In this second degree of Masonty, “ practice and theory
join in qualifying the industrious craftsman to share the .
pleasures which an advancement in the art must necessa-

* Book of Cons. of Mass. p. 19. Preston,b. 3.s. 1.
+ Hardie’s Monitor, p. 118, and Ahiman Rezon.
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‘rily afford. He graduaﬂy familiarizes his mind to useful

instruction, and is soon enabled to investigate truths of the
utmost concern.” [F. M. Mon. p. 51. Preston, b. 2.s. 4.]
Add to this, that “ the creation of the world is described to
him, and many particulars recited, all of which have been
carefully preserved among Masons, and transmitted from
one age to another by oral tradition.” [F. M. Mon. P. 53.
«The very enemies of Masonry must own, that it is the
most renowned society that.ever was, is now, or perhaps
ever will be, in the world ;” [ Hardie, p. 79. Ahiman Re-
zon, p. 11.] and assent to the justice of the following po-
etic description of the art : :

« Hail, mighty art! hail, gracious gift of heaven!
“To aid mankind, by our Creator given.”
Hardie, p. 719.—Also, Ahiman Reson, pp. 11, 12.

'I‘he remainder of the lines, to the number of 80 or 100,
are in the same spirit, and can be spared without loss; or

they are sugcinctly expressed in the following extract from

Hardse, p. 339.

% Thy trumpet, Fame, yet louder blow,
“ And let the distant regions know,
“ Free Masonry is this : .
“ Aimighty toisdom gave it birth,
¢ While wisdom fixed it here on earth,
" %A type of future bliss.™

'That the world do not see how Free Masonry is a type
of future bliss, ought to be no wonder ; it is enough if the
initiated can do that.

Now, kind reader, with such a tedious array of lea.rmngm
the manuals of Free Masonry, authorized by the highest

* Qui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmina Meevi: .
“ Atque idem jungat vulpes, et mulgeat hircos.”— Firgil,
“ The same good sense would join -
“ Dog-foxes in the yoke; would shear the swine,”—wDrydcii.
10
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names in the fraternity ; with such a parade of ordersof
architecture, of the globes, of the five senses, and of the
seven liberal arts and sciences ; together with the claim that
the science of Masonry is the science of nature, the under-
standing of the mysteries thereof, &c. [Book.of Cons. of
Mass. p. 16. Preston, b. 3. s. 1. and Hardie, p. 203.]
would you not expect on entering a lodge, to find a school
of science and of the arts? Would you not expect to see
some of the apparatus, by which new truths are discovered
and embellishments are added to the old? [Book of Cons.
of Mass. p. 121.] Would you not expect to receive lec-
tures upon these subjects, perhaps, in the universal language
of Masons,[F. M. Library, p. 11. Book of Cons. of Mass.
p. 20. Preston, b. 3. s. 1.] which should discover to you
the glories of science, and give you the clearest under-
standing of the operations of nature? If you should, (and
I see not how you can help it,)) that is just what is
wanted. 4

These scientific appearances are set out, on purpose to
make men believe that Free Masonry has actual fellowship
with the sciences. But the sciences are never mentioned
within the walls of a lodge. I neither have seen nor heard
in all my acquaintanee with the lodges, the explanation or
illustration of any the least principle of science. It cannot
be; lodges are for Free Masonry ; and schools and colle-
ges are for the sciences.

Free Masonry does not, and cannot meddle wnth them :
the folly lies in pretending to do it ; which pretence is car-
ried to a prodigious extent, in order that men may think
it has some spark of reality.

% Talis prima Dares caput altum in proelia tollit,
 Ostenditque humeros latos, alternaque jactat,
& Brachia protendens, et verberat ictibus auras.”—Firgil.

9 His brawny back and ample breast he shows,
. “ His lifted arm around his head he throws,
And deals in whistling air his ewpty blows.”—Dryden.
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Such are the solemn and certified pretensions of the se-
cond degree of Masonry. That they are ludicrous is
plainly their own fault. 'They stand here in the original
and authorized colours of the fraternity.*

P

¥ * See any Manual of Free Masonry, under the head Fellow Craft’s De-
groe. Taanchill’s, Webb's, Cross’s, and Hardie’s, Maniials ; Constitutions
of South Cardline; Free Mason’s Library; Preston’s (Grand Master of
the Lodge of Antiquity, London) Hlustrations of Free Masonry, are each
and all responsible, with their commenders, for the views here given of the
second degree of Free Masonry.

“ What! all this parade of learning hollow and false?” Hollow as the
grave, dear reader; a dream is solemn reality compared to it.

“ And grave and learned men attend the lodges?” Ay, thatis a fact.
They give themselves no trouble about the claims of Masonry in connexion
with the sciences, for they know them to be false; they pay no attention to
them ; they forget that such claims are indeed made. But the more igno-
rant do not know the claims to be false, and seeing them solemnly published
with the highest masonic sanctions, do and must believe them to be true;
and they do suppose, that ifthey possessed the learning of the learned, they
should know the claims to be true; whereas, they would know the reverse,
that no fabric of the imagination ismore visionary.

 Isit possible ™

‘8o far is the fellow craft’s degree from possessing the learned interest at-
tributed to it in the books, that it is universally known and acknowledged
among the craft to be the dullest and driest of the three degrees; and the
novios is uniformly sustaihed under its entire emptiness, with the bright
prospect of the sublime mysteries of the master's degree, which is next be-
fore him.

Reader, ask any Mason which is thé most interestipg of the three de-
groes? and if he suspects no design in you, he will reply, the third. Which
istbe (very interesting, no doubt, but) least interesting of the three? Surely
he will rpply, the second, or fellow craft’s.
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CHAPTER XIIIL .

Free Masonry’s Plea for the Practice of Dissimulation.

“ Je ne puis me résoudre a mentir ; je no suis pas Cyprian; et je ne sau-
rais dire que je lo suis.”™*—Telemagque, liv. 3.

Havine exhibited the preceding pages to the carcful in-
spection of Masons distinguished for talent, for knowledge,
for love of truth, and for their attachment to Masonry,
they individually return it, without an objection to its accu-
racy and fidelity to the truth.

To one I make grateful acknowledgments for suggesting
the erasure of a few expressions unnecessarily condemna-
tory, and hope, on a second perusal of the work, that he
will find not a word justly offensive to the man who hates
every false way. Others noticed certain points, which, at
first, might seem to admit of correction in the facts or infe-
rences ; but they did not insist upon one after hearing a
word of explanation, or suffering the latter pages to illus-
trate the former. . ’

And yet, these gentlemen, though asunder, coincide in
expressing a doubt, whether so extensive, and honourable,
and useful a society, may not better be amended than dis-
carded. “ It has a prodigious influence,” they say, “ which,
properly directed by virtuous men, will be, as it has been,
productive of much good; when, if abandoned by the

* I cannot determine to lie; I am not a Cyprian; and I know not how
to say that I am.
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wise, it will become an instrument of much evil in thc
hands of the unjust.”*

" In reply, I beg pardon of the friends of Masonry for
doubting whether an institution truly described in the pre-
ceding pages, can fairly be said to be productive of much
good. The good seeming to flow from it, is not its own,
and will not pensh with Free Masonry. In the hands of
good men it is made useful ; in the hands of bad men it is
mischievous. The good would do more good without it,
and the bad will not be strengthened by the retmng of the
virtuous.

But, to make the argument short, every reason which
occurs, or has been offered, for the continued support of an
mstitution justly described in the preceding pages, is equally
applicable to prove that we may do evil, if good will come ;
and this all good men will pronounce to be heresy in a fear-
ful sense.

Masonry is that boasting thing already described, and on
all the ground over which we have passed, it cannot be de-
nied, that its great boasting is empty and vain ; itis not
supported by the truth, neither can it be. This is an evil;
the most inveterate must allow that this is an evil which has
only one palliation, viz. that it makes men reverence a use-
ful institution ; it is allowed and practised very commonly -

‘with this apology alone, « that it'helps to uphold an insti-

tution inculcating divine maxims, and leading to righteous-
ness and peace;” a little evil done to effect a great good.
So our deceived parent Eve:

« Here grows the cure of all ; this fruit divine,
“ Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste,
« Of virtue to make wise.”

* « Men have grown so bad, that we cannot make them come to us, but
we must go to them ; otherwise they will forsake us, they will grow worse,
they will become entirely corrupted.”—Paschal’s Jesus!.



78 PREE MASONRY A PIOUS FRAUD.

She sought for an increase of knowledge. To this good
end she could attain by one act of disobedience. It was

argued :

~————— Will God inoense his ire .
% For such a petty trespass: and not praise
“ Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain
. % Of death denounced, (whatever thing death be,)
* Deterred not from achieving what nught lead
« To happier hfo—’”

This plea p‘revajled then, and furnishes now the only
mode of reasoning by which the astonishing pretensions of
Fre¢ Masonry can be endured for a moment. All the in-
telligent gentlemen, members of the society, know in their
hearts, that the claims of Masonry are enormous, and
without good foundation ; unworthy to be upheld for the
truth’s sake, and deserving instant desertion and exposure,
were it not for the benefit they procure to this ancient and
honourable society. They reason as Narbal does with Te-
lemachus. “Ce mensonge, Télémaque, fi’a rien que ne
soit innocent : les Dieux mémes ne peuvent le condamner :
il ne fait aucune mal & personne. Vous poussez trop loin
Pamour de la vertue, et la crainte de blesser la religion.”*—
Telemaque, liv. 3.

If I may be pardoned, this is precnsely the strain of reason-
ing pursued by the friends of Free Masonry. And in the
words of the same excellent author, I reply, “ 11 suffit que le
mensonge soit mensonge pour ne pas etre digne d’un homme
qui parle en présence des Dieux, et qui doit tout a la vérité.
Celui qui blesse la vérité offense les Dieux, et se blesse

* This falsehood, Telemachus, is quite innocent ; the Gods themselves
cannot condemn it ; it injures no man ; you carry too far the love of virtue,
and the fear of wounding religion.
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soiméme, car il parle contre sa conscience,”*—Telemagque,
liv. 3. '
This subject is easy in itself, but exceedingly difficult in
the opposition it meets. Having been induced to join the
fraternity, by the solemn and reiterated claims of Free Ma-
sonry to peculiar excellence, and a most ancient origin, I
am compelled either to countenance its claims by silence,
while others proclaim them; or to reply with reason. To
countenance them, is to take a part of the responsibility for
their truth, and to reply is singular. For their truth, I can
be in no degree responsible ; and have no way left but to be
singular. Telemachus refused * sauver sa vie par un men-
songe,”t and many generations have applauded the Arch-
bishop Fenelon for this stern integrity of his hero. I will
not consent to uphold Free Masonry by means which an
honourable man scorns for the saving of his life. Truth is
worth every thing besides ; why sacrifice it upon the shrine
of Free Masonry? That Free Masonry requires the sacri-
fice, is proof enough that it is unworthy of the countengnce
it receives. . ’
‘While in the midst of these reflections, a Mason, of some
twenty degrees elevation, gathering from report the tenor
of the writer’s views of the Most Ancient Institution, lays
upon the table the “ American Masonic Record. Albany,
Oct: 13,1827 : the first page covered with  Extracts of an
Oration, delivered before the Grand Lodge of the State of
Rhode Island, at Pawtucket, at the celebratioh of the na-
tivity of St. John the Baptist, June 25,1827. By [I pity the
name.] The object of my exalted brother, was to correct
mistaken impressions of the dignity and usefulness of Free
Masonry ; saying, as he handed it, “ I really wish you would

* It isenough that a lie is a lie, to make it unworthy of & man who
" speaks in the presence of God, and who owes every thing to the truth. He
who wounds the truth, offends God, and wounds himself; for he speaks
against his conscience.

t To save his life by a lie.

e mm-
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read that’ How little calculated that was for his faithful
purpose, the reader may judge from the following extract,
taken from the first.column of the paper.

“ Within our own time, mysterious inscriptions and ch&-
racters have been found among the rubbish of eastern cities,
over whose ruins more than forty centuries have rolled, which
called forth the wonder of the curious, and puzzled the most
learned and scrutinizing antiquary, and which none have yet
been found eompetent to decipher, save those who are
versed in the higher orders of Masonry.

“ On these mouldering ruins wldrelmqfwmentgrmdew
the Mason gazes with awful veneration, and holds converse
with the spirit of other ages, while he reads on every mossy
stone, and dilapidated wall, those mystic chronicles, long since
Jforgotten in tradition, and lost in history.”

« Piscium et summa genus haesit ulmo.”
Hor. Ode 2
The ﬁnhuweretangled in the tops of the trees!

This matter must rest on the authority of the orator,* as
it belongs to the higher degrees, with which I claim only a
kindred acquaintance; but to put its bare face in the light, let
us observe, that “ ruins over which more than forty centu-
ries have rolled,” are within fifty years of the building of
Babel, according to Le Sage. “ Chronicles” of that period,
are rare ; and if they contained but the name of the archi-
tect, or of the reigning prince, or the date of the structure,
they would be invaluable. It would not endanger the mys-
teries of the fraternity, to lend a few minor circumstances of
this sort to the learned world, and to furnish the curious
with the names of the founders of the pyramids, and with

¥ ———« Cui Pudor, et Justitie soror
< Incorrupta Fides, nudaque veritas,
¢ Quando ullum invenient parem.”
Hor.Ode 24.
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an account of the particular structure of the labyrinth, &c.
&c. would redound to the amazing honour of Free Masonry.
But the mole will have the eyes of the lynx before Free Ma-
soury enables her pupil “ to hold converse with the spirit of
other ages, while he reads on every mossy stone, mystic.
chromicles,” &c. No; I greatly fear that she, who in the
three first degrees, boldly contradicts the truth for her own
praise, is, through Mr. S., making, in the higher degrees, a
vigorous effort, by deceit and falsehood, to sustain her repu-
tation. .

I can neither hear nor read such claims advanced in a
public assembly before the highest dignitaries of Free Ma-
sonry, andpublished in the official records of the fraterni-
ty, without revolting from all participation in the deed ;
I will be no accessary either before or after the act.

“ Why ?—what hurt do they do ?”

It is possible, because it is true, that enlightened and good
men seriously put and sometimes urge this question. I
answer, as to a friend, that these pretensions aré edge tools,
with which it is dangerous to play; fables which, though
they deceive not the learned, do miserably impose on the
multitude ; at best, white lies, which the judicious Paley de-
clares are apt to lead to those of a darker hue.

But they do the hurt that positive and reiterated asser-
tions of the weightiest import ever do, when entirely
groundless, or sustained only by some concealed catch, or
double entendre. They destroy confidence. Though they
may not openly defy the truth, they attempt to elude it.
« Free Masonry is as old as the creation,” being understood to
mean, that the peculiar features of the institution are so old ;
but only meaning, that charity and good fellowship are of
that age. “ Noah,and Moses, and Solomen, were Masons ;"
meaning that they were good and scientific men, who su-
perintended the erection of famous structures; but verily
understood to mean, that these men belonged to the Ma-
sonic craft. “John the Baptist and John the Evangelist
were Masons ;” being understood as the above, but mean-

1 -
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ing a little different ; that, as distinguished builders in the
- ehurch, they were architects of a nobler nature, and are call-
ed Masons, by a figure of speech, as statesmen are called
Pillars ; Pillars of ‘State. So Noah and John were build-
ers, the one of the ark, the other, in the gospel; and are
called Masons, and Free Masons, on this ground alone.

Truth is of a character too sacred to be trifled with after
this manner. Such pretensions do harm; they are an ex-
ample of prevarication, which, followed in youth, leads to
baser falsehood in old age. They corrupt the confiding
temper of the young; they harden the vicious heart ; they
tempt the tyro in deception ; “ men do these things,” ex-
claims his passion, “ and yet are good and great.” They
defile the land. .

When I look around, and behold the political lies told for
the salvation of the country, which is depending on the
clection of a favourite candidate ; the lies of bargain and
sale, told for the accumulation of what is necessary to put
evgry man his family above the reach of want; the lies of
seandal greedily caught up and circulated, that no aristo-
cracy of virtue may be allowed to establish itself in this
republican community ; and know that the Lodges per-
vade the land, and that Masonry is warranted and justified
in doing what is severely condemned in the others mention-
ed, I cannot doubt that her example goes far to encourage

* in men this disposition to glorify a false God for the attain-
ment of their several purposes, and for the gratification of
their ardent desires.

What privilege has Masonry to trifle with the truth, that

1s not common to all? . What the brother, to trifle for the
benefit of virtue and Masonry, which will not warrant him
in the like for virtue and his country ! for virtue and him-
- self—for his pelf, for his party ? If], to advance virtue and
Masonry, one may say, that “ Masonry the first Masons re-
ceived from God,” [Book of Cons. p. 19.] then may one
for the support of his own purse and family, cry in the
market, “this is a good horse.” which is blind of hoth
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eyes: *thisis a sound horse,” which has the heaves. And
such a merchant may support himself, as Free Masonry
supports herself, thus: *the sound horse is sound in limb,
though not in wind ; and the blind horse is good—for ne-
thing.” Lo :

I ain ashamed to present, with a serious air, equivo-
cations so contemptible ; but no other course is left. If the
pretensions of Masonry are other than equivocations, they
are of a darker hue, and must be met by flat contradiction ;
but as brethren with whom I have the honour to converse,
choose to maintain them on the ground of white lies, harm-
less deceit, pious frauds, I meet them on that ‘ground;
meet them seriously, and urge, thatif a Mason may say,
* Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch of
polite learning ; under the veil of its mysteries is compre-
hended a regular system of science;” [Mon. chap. 10. p.
50 ; also, Preston, book 2, sec. 4, and Free Mason’s La-
brary, p. 165, the same words.] then may -any man say,
“ Benedict Arnold is a pattern of patriotism ;* provided only,
that if an hopest man say it, he has some honourable pur
pose to attain. This is a terrible mistake in morals ; mak-
ing a good end justify unholy means; making virtue ad-
vance by the help of vice; the majesty of heaven honour-
ed by disobedience to the command, “ thou shalt not bear
false witness;” the truth of God advanced by our false-
hood. The good gained under this system of discipline,
will surely be ever like that acquired by its first wretched
disciple, who in her shame replied : “ The serpent beguiled
me, and I did eat.”

We are short-sighted creatures, and may not presume to
do wrong in the assurance of its glorifying the Mighty One
of Jacob; and what is Free Masonry that we should do it
for her! “The happiness of the world is the concern of
him who is the Lord and the Proprietor of it: nor do we
know what we are about when we endeavour to promote
the good of mankind in any ways, but those which he has
directed, that is, in all ways not contrary to veracity and



84 FREE MASONRY A PIOUS FRAUD.

’

justice.”*  And what is Free Masonry, that teaches men
to promote the good of mankind in ways contrary to
veracity !

I will not fear to show her catches, to expose her trea-
cherous memory, to point out her discrepancies, to
set her prevarications in the light, to burden her with her
own tales, and to overwhelm her with the multitude of
her own splendid decorations and ludicrous pretensions.
What is she, that she should be feared? Her followers
are men, and she herself is less; them I will love, but not
Free Masonry. Masonry is to the truth, what Mahomet is
to the Messiah; and though it may be dangerous to say it
in a mosque, and surrounded by turbaned Turks, it is ne-
vertheless true, that the Arabian prophet was an impostor.
Observe Aim a moment.

“ His system was accommodated to the condition of a
mingled population, composed of Pagans, Jews, and nomi-
nal Christians. By complimenting Abraham and Moses,
he beguiled the Jew ; by coneeding to the Saviour the rank
of a prophet, he seduced the degenerate Christian,” and by
a sensual paradise, he secured the Pagan. - -

« So the first love” of a Mason is- here, *the ha.ndma.ld
and assistant” of the Christian religion, the infallible wit-
ness of the fall of man, the deluge, the resurrection and
the Trinity ; in Asia she gives her heart and her hand alike
to Mahomet, and to Fo, and to Vishnu; she courts the
Mandarin, the Cadi, and the Brahmin, with the same flat-
tery of the Koran and the Shaster, which she lavishes upon

‘the Bible in Christendom : she claims Moses and the Is-
raelites, the Evangelist John and Christians, Zoroaster and
the worshippers of fire, Plato and the worshippers of the
Saturnian dynasty, Zopholet and the worshippers of cats,
calves, and crocodiles, the Druids of Britain and Gaul,
the Turks and the Savages ; and. promises them each and

* Bishop Butler.
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all, a8 good men and Masons, a welcome admittance into
the Grand Lodge above, with the hope of a blessed immor-
tality. ' o

% We hope with good conscience to heaven to climb,
“ And give Peter the pass-word, the grip, and the sign.”
Ahiman Reson.
If Mahomet published any imposture more fatal.than
this, I am ignorant of it; if any thing in nature is more in-
consistent than this, I am ignorant of it; and if this is not
Free Masonry, I am ignorant of Free Masonry.

CHAPTER XIV.

L]

Giving some account of the solemn Ceremones, and Sublime
' Word of a Master Mason.

* To one then I did straight apply
- Who was a Mason Free,

“ And told him plain, * I wish to gain
¢ The art of Masonry.’”—,

« Hail, secret art, by Heaven designed
* To cultivate and cheer the mind ;

« Thy secrets are to all unknown,

* But Masons just and true alone.”

I navE not done with Free Masonry ; nor can I promise,
in further discussing the subject, to lay the manuscript be-
fore impartial brethren. Hitherto its veracity has been ap-
proved by them after sufficient time for a careful perusal.
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Having established a character for fidelity to truth, which
escapes a mistake in point of fact, I have confidence in the
public to present the manuscript to my countrymen. Let
them judge.

The writer grows bold with Free Masonry, now he un-
derstands it. At first, thinking it might have in itself re-
deeming qualities unknown to the Master Mason, he fore-
bore to censure much that was doubted. But having deep- -
ly investigated its history, its character, its claims, and its
services, he fears not to offend the less informed by frank
declarations of truth, unqualified with a single doubt of
Free Masonry’s containing a valuable mystery; any thing
not revealed to all mankind.

He has not gathered, neither will he gather, reproaches
against the institution from the foes of Free Masonry. His
quotations have been, and shall be, from approved maso-
nic writers ; from treatises sanctioned by the masonic repu-
tatlon of their authors, and by the seal and recommenda-
tion of the grand lodges and grand chapters, and by the
signatures of most illustrious Free Masons.

He does not select extravagant masonic writers; he quotes
none unless they are sanctioned by the highest authorities of
Free Masonry. No, no; the 24th of June orations, though
published by the request of the lodges, are not of-his choice
touched ; neither the endless variety of vain-glorious pre-
tensions which float in vulgar breath throughout the land.
The standard treatises of the craft, its’ books of constitu-
tions, its universal manuals, its renowned essays and histo-
ries, are his chief authorities. Title and page is given, that
all may see to their satisfaction. And, what is singular,
every such work coming to hand is quoted here, and the
reader may know that Free Masonry furnishes no treatise
without inimitable impressions of her own folly stamped
upon its whimsical pages ; no, not one.

New Free Mason’s Monitor, p. 157.— Of the Master

Mason’s Order.”
* Of the three first orders of Masonry. viz. the Entered
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_Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason, the
latter is by far the most sacred and solemn.

« By the apprentice’s order is implied the first know-
ledge of the God of nature in the earliest age of man. By
the craftsman’s order, reference is had to the Mosaic lega-
tion, and Solomon’s temple at Jerusalem ; as also to the
light which men received for the discovery of the divine wis-
dom by geometrical solutions ; but the order of Master Ma-
sons is analogous to a dispensation which is by far more
perfect and sublime.”* (See, also, Smith’s Masonry, p. 33.
and Hutchinson, pp.7.11. and 13.)

+ Three principal steps in our ladder there be,
« A mystery to all but to those thatare Free.”
Ahiman Rezon, p. 123.

The three degrees of Masonry are ﬁgufative, then, of
three gracious dispensations; the one, that before the flood;
another, the Mosaic; and a third, the Christian dispensa-
tion ! : '

This “ light which men received for the discovery of the
divine wisdom by GEOMETRICAL SOLUTIONS,” is a great se-
cret! Truly, “ Masonry is the key-stone to all qther arts
and sciences.” (INew Mon. 189.)

* The initiation into the two first orders is attended with
rites of great solemnity; but those attached to the third
degree are calculated to leave a far more lasting impres-
sion on the mind, than those which belong to either of - the
preceding. During the performance of these last ceremo-
nies, of which none but those admitted to the degree of
Master Mason can have any conception, the soul is struck

* « The knowledge of the God of Nature forms the first estate of our
profession ; the worship of the Deity under the Jewish law is described in
the second stage of Masonry ; and the Christian dispensation is distinguished
in the last and highest order.”—Hulchinson’s Sp. Mas. p. 17.
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with reverence, and all the spiritual faculties are called
forth to worship and adoration.

“ This order is, therefore, a positive contradlctlon of those
who know not God, and gives the most irrefragable proof
of the resurrection of the body;"* even by main strength
raising upon his feet one who makes believe dead! O,
illustrious proof! worthy of the art; “ whyche beeth the
skylle of nature, the understandynge of the myghte that is
therein, and its sondrye workynges.” (Book of Cons. p.
16. Preston,b. 3. sec. 1. F. M. L. p. 10.)

Those ceremonies, of which the stranger “can have no
conception, and which call forth the spiritual faculties to
adoration and praise,” relate to an exhibition as nearly al-
lied to tragedy, as the mock heroic is to epic poetry. Both
the Monitor and the Chart give the following account of
this matter : * this section recites the historical traditions of
the order, and presents to view a finished picture of the
utmost consequence to the fraternity. It exemplifies an
instance. of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, unparalleled
in the history of man.” (Chart, p. 36. F. M. L. p. 184.
F. M. M. partl, chap. 9.)

What is this unparalleled instance of virtue, fortitude, and
integrity? No more than is represented by the Candi-
date’s dying in tragedia, rather than give up the Master’s
word ; which word, O Free Masonry! has not yet been
intrusted to him, and which, when he gets it, proves not to
be the word he died to save, but a substitute.

This would be a very ridiculous affair, were it not solem-
nized by funereal extracts from the Holy Scriptures, ( Eccles.
xii. 1—7,) always redd on this occasion.

“ Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.

* New F. M. Monitor, p. 158,
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 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars,
be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:

“In the day when the keepers of the house shall trem-
ble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the
grinders shall cease because they are few, and those that
look out of the windows be darkened,

«“ And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the
sound of the grinding is low ; and he shall rise up at the
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music shall be
brought low : Also when they shall be afraid of that which
is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree
shall flourish, and the grasshopper be a burthen, and desire
shall fail ; because man goeth to his long home, and the
mourners go about the streets: .

¢ Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl
be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the
wheel broken at the cistern: then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was, and the spirit unto God who gave it.”

Then is said the following prayer, found alike in the Mo-
nitor, (p. 74.) and in the Chart, (p. 36.) (Manual, p. 144.
F. M. L. p. 82.) and given in most Masonic works, as used
in making a Master Mason.

“ Thou, O God ! knowest our down sitting and up rising,
and understandest our thought afar ofl. Shield and defend
us from the evil attempts of our enemies, and support us
under the trials and afflictions we are destined to endure,
while travelling through this vale of tears. Man that s
born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. He
cometh forth as a flower and is cut down, he fleeth also as
a shadow and continueth not. Seeing his days are deter-
mined, the number of his months is with thee, thou hast

~appointed his bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him

that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day. For

there is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that it will sprout

again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease.

But man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up the

ghost. and where is he? As the waters fail. and the flood
12
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decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down, and riseth not
up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord! have
compassion on the children of thy creation, administer
them comfort in time of trouble, and save them with an
everlasting salvation.

“Somote it be. Amen.”

Considering that he who is to act the part of martyr, is
made to kneel and hear this prayer without the possibility
of knowing what is on either hand, or what is next to fol-
low, one cannot help believing that the ghostly complexion
of this solemn invocation, together with the extracts, then
shall the dust return to the dust,” &c. is intended to make
the candidate expect true horrors; to prepare his mind to
meet the grim messenger in person. And there lies the
fraud. Say to him:“ the Scripture and the prayer are only
a part of thesolemn farce;” and he would not be imposed
upon ; but to pray over him seriously, and to kill him farci-
cally, is so mixing things dissimilar, that the novice is con-
founded and imposed upon ; he knows not what to make of'tt.

“ Dum trepidat, animus huc illac impellitur.”

But not so with Him who is solemnly invoked as « under-
standing our thought afar off.” God is a spirit not to be
mocked with impunity. His holy word is made to take
a part in this ridiculous farce ; his holy mame is profaned in
the hypocritical service ; is repeatedly taken in vain.

The “ representation,” following the prayer, is called “ a
recitation of the historical tradition of the order;” a true
account of events which happened at the building of Solo-
mon’s temple, important to be known, and known only to
the Master Mason. I have some objections to its truth,
drawn from its own inconsistency.

* « Thirty-six hundred ancient Masters were employed
in building the temple ; how were these Masters without

* See p. 24, of this volume.
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the Master’s word? (I speak to the initiated ;) and if they
had the Master’s word, why did the ruffians assault the
Grand Master, to obtain what they would more likely, and
with less hazard, wring from any of the 3 600 than from
the widow’s son.

This is an important argument to show the falsity of
the tradition. All the Manuals of Free Masonry, in illus-
trating the mark master’s degree, say, “that men of this
degree at the erection of Solomon’s temple, were enabled,
without difficulty, to ascertain who was the faulty workman,
in case any defect appeared in the work.”

Masons are never mark masters until after being made
masters. And if there were masters and mark masters at
the building of the temple, and superintending the work,
what was their sign, token, grip and word? And what be-
comes of the reiterated declaration, that Solomon and the
Hirams were at that time the only Masters in the world ?
‘We have 3,600 masters, and an unknown number of mark
masters ;—and none but the three possessed of the master’s
word, &c.! As the Inspector General declares:

[}

% Nil fait unquam
« Sic impar sibi.”

Never was any thing so contradictory.

Suppose there were 3,600 ancient masters besides mark
masters, as masonic tradition informs; and that the ruf-
fians passed by them to assault the Grand Master ; the first
ruffian struck him with the working tool of an entered ap-
prentice, on the sign of the apprentice’s obligation ; the se-
cond, with the working tool of a fellow craft, gave his blow
on the sign of the fellow craft’s obligation ; and the third
gave his blow with the master’s mall, and neither struck
twice, though death ensued. Add to this, that masonic
tradition informs us, that these transactions happened at the
East door, the South, and the West door of the temple ;
and that there was no door at the North, for a given reason.

With respect to the doors, « The Sovereign Grand In-
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spector General,” (it is a mortal’s name,) “ Sublime Grand
Master of the degree of Perfection,” in South Carolina, Dr.
Frederic Dalcho, deigns to enlighten us of the blue degrees,
with the following significant assurances: “ In the histori-
cal part of the * degree, it is generally said, that the
[*.*t * * * * * .» * *
# # ] placed themselves at the east, west, and
south gates of the temple, and that there was no door on

the north, for reasons which are given.” * * *
*® * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * 13 Th.iﬂ, my

brethren, is another error ; there was a gate on the north
side of the teniple,I but none on the west, because the S.
S. was built there.”§ : ‘

Now, I would not betray the secret; but these blanks of
the sublime master’s leaving are chiefly for show. Those
not filled in the margin are false blanks and stars, inserted
for the better effect. ‘

« The present master’s word of the ancient Masons, is
to be found in no language that ever was used. It is, in
fact, not a word, but merely a jumble of letters forming a
sound without meaning. The manner in which the pris-
tine word was lost, and the particular situation in which
another was substituted, is too well known to you all for me
to repeat. The 'first expressions of the fellow crafts, ac-
cording to the system of the anciept Masons, were two
Hebrew words, highly significant, and appropriate to the
melancholy occasion. From the corruption of these the
present word is formed.

“ The word of the Free and Accepted Masons is nearly
in the same situation. Like the ancient Mason’s, it is a
word without meaning. It is the initials or acrostic of a
Hebrew sentence, which is elegantly illustrative of the dis-

* Master’s. t Three fellow crafts.
1 See Ezekiel, chap. viii. 3 Dalcho’s Orations, p. 26.
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covery which was made by the fellow crafts.” (Dalcho,
p-.)
Such is the famous secret word of a Master Mason in its

. emptiness of meaning, in its being a mere jumble of sounds,

as every master knows; that it is such as Dr. Dalcho de-
scribes, in its Hebrew original, and is a corruption of words

'which do mean something, I am no Hebrew to confirm or

deny.

CHAPTER XV.

The Ruffians, or Fellow Crafts; and Dr. Dalcho’s Opinion
of the Master’s Degree.

“ To all who Masonry despise
% This counsel I bestow :
« Don’t ridicule, if you are wise,
“ A secret you don’t know.”—.2himan Reson.

Suowine the inconsistencies of this tradition, I take up
the circumstance leading to the adoption of a substitute
for the lost word, and the facts “ which give irrefragable
proof of the resurrection of the body.”*—New Free Mas.
Mon. p. 158.

The resurrection of the deceased candidate is represent-
ed with some variations, but when it is made with three dif-
ferent grips, these are the grips of the three blue d'egrees,
following each other in their ordgr ; and, first, the skin fails,

* « The Master Mason represeats a man under the Christian doctrine
saved from tho grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of salvation.”—
Hutchinson, p. 114.
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and, afterwards, the flesh, and then the Zon’s paw (I speak
‘to the initiated,) brings about a most singular embrace of
the corrupted corpse fourteen or fifteen days buried, « breast
to breast, hand to back, and mouth to ear,” with him giv-
ing the raising grip; when these circumstances, so ab-
horrent to truth, and to each other, are represented to have
actually occurred in the case of the Grand Master Solo-
mon, credulity revolts, our indignation rises at the mock
gravity of the idle tale; a tale which, if true, were worth-
less, and deserves no comment here, except as a thing self-
exposed, to the credit of Free Masonry.

The circumstances of finding the ruffians, or fellow
crafts, are artificial. The pursuers, only twelve in number,
depart in triplets, east, west, north, and south, and return
without success; threatened with death ifthey fail, they alone
depart in triplets as before. The ruffians in a cavern are
overheard with horrid imprecations, *“ Oh! that my throat
had been cut across{” « Oh! that my heart had been
torn from my naked left bregst!” ¢ Oh! that my body
had been severed in two!” And “ the wise, the matchless
Solomon,” awarded to each his own imprecated destruction,
with horrible circumstances known to the fraternity !

It is cruel, unnatural, and, I may add, false. No men,
hardened in crime, were ever found together in a gloomy
cavern repenting aloud over their transgressions, and re-
proaching themselves in set terms for their folly. ¢ Grief

_seeks to be alone, and to vent its feelings in secret.”” They
would separate, repenting ; or, if together, they would be
found reproaching, not each himself, as masonic tradition
says they were, but each the other, of the guilt. But if they
were together in a gloomy cavern, repenting, as represent-
ed, it is wholly incredible that they should have been so
particular in their imprecations, and yet so various; that
each should have preferred a claim to death under circum-
stances much more horrid and minute than I have repeated,
without having the manner of one, similar to that of the
other, in any one material point!
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I am interested in this part of the subject, because it is
this part which is said to give sublimity to the master’s
degree ; because this is the boasted history of events taking
place at the building of the temple, which is important to
be known, which the scriptures do not record, and which
is carefully treasured in the faithful breasts of Free Masons.
But it ig not history ; it is a contrivance of the imagination,
no better calculated to gain credit in the reflecting mind,
than the fable of Cadmus and the dragon.

* Longo caput extulit antro
« Caeruleus serpens, horrendaque sibila misit.”—Ovid.

The dragon slain, his teeth sown, armed men sprout up
with sword and spear.

I am happy to find in the Sublime Master of the degree
of Perfection, and Sovereign Inspector General, Dr. Dal-
cho, an able supporter of my views. He, from his high
throne in the East, pronounces the words * ridiculous™ and
* false,” in connexion with the traditions and ceremonies of
this degree, in a way worth noticing.

«In the Master’s degree, there is another inconsistency.
The candidate is told that he represents Hiram Abiff, a
man of the greatest masonic knowledge, and from whom
no secret of the craft was hid. Yet a word is demanded
of him, of which he has no knowledge. 'The person whom
he represents, had the mystic word, but how can the candi-
date give what he neverhad? [A second Daniel come to
judgment!] It certainly is an insult-to his feelings, as it
makes him appear ridiculous; for it sometimes happens,
that he blunders upon one which excites laughter, and the
solemnity of the occasion is thereby destroyed.”‘

“In the Master’s degree, the ceremonies of initiation are
designed to represent the circumstances which took place

* Dalcho’s Oration, p. 23.
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in the temple, when our much respected Master  * *
» » * * * * *

“(The paragraph which is here omitted, related to a ri-
diculous, and highly improper ceremony, universally ob-
served at the initiation of a Blue Master, and for which the
moet trifling reasons are given.”) Bravo! go on,Dr.; go
on. (p. 27.) “ Another circumstance, my brethren, I beg
Jeave to recall to your recollection. It is the sprig of cas-
gia, as it is generally termed in our lodges, where we speak
of its strong scent, &c. Cassia, my brethren, did not
grow about Jerusalem.”

“ From these and many other errors which have unfor-
tunately crept into the Blue degrees D' (p-29.)

*In short, all the errors which have unfortunately crept
into the Blue degrees 2 (p. 31.)

The two last paragraphs are quoted to show that this
great Mason, to whom even the Royal Arch are only as
grasshoppers, speaks familiarly and repeatedly of the * ma-
ny errors which have unfortunately crept into the Blue de-
grees.” What followsis still more to my purpose.

[Dalcho’s Orations, p. 43.] “I have delivered to you
such reflections as have occurred to me on the principles
of the Masonic degrees. I have called in question the va-
lidity of a number of circumstances, which I could not es-
tablish satisfactorily to my own mind. That a story has
been related, in one way, for a hundred years past, is not
alone sufficient to stamp it with truth ; it must carry on the
face of it, the appearance of probability ; and if it is a sub-
ject which can be tried by evidence of authentic history,
and by just reasoning from established data, it will never be
received by an enlightened mind on the ipse dizit of any one.

«] candidly confess, my respectable brethren, that I feel
a very great degree of embarrassment, while I am relating
to a minister of God’s Holy Word, or to any other gentle-
man of science, a story founded on the grossest errors of
accumulated ages ; errors, which they can prove to me to be
such, from the sacred pages of Holy Writ, and from pro-
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JSane history, wristen by men of integrity and talents ; and
that, too, in a-minute after I have solemnly pronounced them
o be undenigble truths, even by that very Bsble on which I
have received their obligation.”

The author informs us in a note, that at the time of de-
livering this oration, he was Master of S8ymbolic Lodge, No.
8, South Carolina. He, as Master of the lodge, was call-
ed at every initiation of a brother, to repeat to him this tra-
dition of the third degree, so much accounted of by the
Monitor and Chart, and ordinary Masans ; and he candid-
ly confesses: “I feel a very great degree of embarrass-
ment, while I am relating to a minister of God’s Holy
Word, or to any other gentleman of science, a story found-
cd on the grossest errors of accumulated ages; errors
which they can prove to me to be such in a minute after I
have solemnly pronounced them to be undeniable truths,
even by that very Bible on which I have received their obli-
gation.”

“ A second Damel come to judgment | l(ark Jew!”

It is my purpose largely to introduce the Orations
of Dr. Dalcho, Sovereign Inspector General, at a more ad-
vanced stage of the work ; when it will appear that his Ma-
sonic knowledge, consequence, and authority, is sufficient
to eclipse that of the Monitor, Chart, and, perhaps, the
Boak of Constitutions, put together. He is too honest to
solemnly pronounce, without embarrassment, as undoubted-
ly true, what an intelligent gentleman can in one minute af-
ter prove to be false! All our Masters of lodges do not
know so much as Dr. Ddlcho, and so assert * the grossest
errors” from the enlightened East, with unshaken confi-
dence in their truth. Dr. Dalcho loves Masonry, and I
make one more extract here for the benefit of the conclu-
ding period.

“ Masonry is a subject for which I feel the highest vene-
ration. I have bestowed on it much time and attention,
and from the correct information which I have obtained
from the sublime degrees, my labowrs have been amply re-

13

-
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warded. As well might we believe that the sun travels
round the earth, instead of the earth round the num, as to
believe in all the incongruities, which have been taught to
Masons in the Symbolic Degrees (the Lodges.)"

« ¢ Nil fuit unquam
“ ¢ Tam dispar sibi.’—Hor.” .
: Daicho’s Orations,p. 44.

1 disclaim all sympathy with Mr. Dalcho in his veneration
for Masonry. What correct information the sublime de-
grees may afford to satisfy for « the gross errors and in-
congruities” of Masonry within the lodges, I leaveit for the
exalted to say; but that we might as well believe the sun
travels round the earth, as to believe the incongruities
taught in the blue degrees, is perfectly within the sphere of
my acquaintance, and is entitled to full credit.t

« Inlodges I have been,

“ And all their signshave seen;

% But what they are Inow won't tell,

“ They safely in my breast shall dwell.”—.4himan Reson.

* The Dr.’s Horace reads, Tam dispar; that in my hands, Sic impar.
The sncongruily is not equal to that of the blue degrees.

+ It is fair to hear both sides. “ The third degree afforded & rich trea-
sure of theeretical abhd practical morality, enabling the candidate to regain
the image of the divine ¢ Aleim,’ surmount every difficulty, and scale the
mount of God.” The Grand Lodge of Maryland, by the Free Mason’s
Libnq,?nfaeo,p. 6. ' .



LODGE WORK. B

' CHAPTER XVIL -

Lodgmk Imtated

. “’l‘iuotinp-iﬂs
 But one, the wickedest eaitiff on the ground,
“ May seom ulhy,ngnn,umlt.ucholnh.

« As Angelo; even 20 may Angelo

« In all his dressing, characts, titles, forms,

« Be an arch villain ; believe it,royal prince,

« If ke <s less, he is nothing :—but he is more,

“ Had I .more name for badness.” .lenh.dl’cmce

'THE degree of Masonry now. under consideration, de-
serves all the attention we can afford it, as the utmost limit
of -ancient Masonry, as the highest step of all British Ma-
sonry, and as the summit of the system within the lodges.
None of the 2000 lodges-of our land, no fraternity of Bri-
tish Masons ever do, or can, open on a higher than the third
degree. If these degrees be empty of all truth, then are
the lodges empty ; I attempt to prove no more.

Four fifths of the masonic bodies of our country are
lodges ; and four fifths of our Masons never. pass the mas-
ter’s degree ; in some places more, in others less. Besides,
none reach the sublime degrees without passing through the
barren waste of the lodges; and they of the chapters and
encampments are no more delighted with their secrets,
and discoveries, and myntenes, than your masters are with
theirs.

Both the blue and sublime masters seem, to their inferiors,
to belong to that sort of men:

“ Whose visages

“ Do cream and mantls like a standing poal,
“ And do a wilful stilnées entertain,

# As who should say, I am Sir Oracle,

“ Andwhen I ope my kps ket no dog bark [?
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Their very silence is a wonderful mystery to the simple
and knowing the full weight of this importance in the Mas-
ter Mason, the writer cannot attach any increased value to it
in the higher degrees. But his peculiar business is with the
lodges ; of them he is-competent to speak ; with them he
fears not to engage ; reared by a pretended Solomon, they
may be destined to fall before a true man without a name.
Let them threaten, in the words of a great master: “ The
vengeance of secret societies is not a common vengeance ;
it is the Ridden fire of wrath:” shall truth give back?

*“The vengeance of secret societies is an irreconcilable ven-
geance, and scarcely ever does it cease the pursuit qfats
victims until it Ras seen them immolated.” ‘

The writer has been educated in a school teaching the
fear of God, and not the fear of secret societies. It is too
late to intimidate with high sounding words, or with dark
insinuations, or with the effective operations of committees
of safety. The public are awake upon this subject, and
they will see it thoroughly sified. Before boasting of their
“ victims,” th¢ invincibles may be taught the lesson in hard
battle lenrned :

" % When Satan first knew pain,
“ And writhed him to and fro convolved;”

That no Won can preyail aguainst truth ; no covering of
fraud can resist the attack of truth:

. « But the sword
 Of Michael from the armory of God
% Was given him, tempered so, that ne:ther keen
« Nor solid might resist that edge.”

Solomon is the reputed author of the present organiza-
tion of Masonry in the lodges, and of Masonry in the
chapters too; but since this latter is above me in degree,
and still above me in comprehension, (for the difficulty of
conceiving how an order, founded on the destruction and
rebuilding of the temple, could have been organized in any



LODGE WORK. 101

shape four hundred years and upwards, befpre that destruc-
tion was achieved :) I confine my remarks to the foxmer, to
Masonry in the lodges, and will draw from the ineongruities
of the system itself, farther arguments to prove that King
Solomon knew no more of Free Masonry thnndld ‘his fa-
ther, King David. ‘

I present the leading thoughts which follow, for the consi-
deration of the invincibles of Free Masonry, the stout hearted
supporters of her greatness, the men made dimsighted by
the splendour of her glories, hoping that even- they will see,
and feel, and confess the force of truth, and the abmrdity of
attempting to support a fabric so thoroughly rotten in all its
timbers.

‘What is the tradition? That Solomon and the two Hi-
rams often retired to the secret vault of the temple for the
study of Masonry.

How could this be ? The King of Tyre had a great go-
vernment at home to manage; he could not spend his
months at Jerusalem, probably not less than 130 miles dis-
tant ; and post coaches did not run on the roads of Galilee
in that day; nor have kings been in the habit of visiting
foreign parts without a retinue, which forbids rapidity of
motion : he could not go up, then, to lodge meetings at Je-
rusalem, if they had been most worthy of his attendance.
~ How this affair is to be accommodated I know not; let

the reader decide.

Suppose it to be granted, however, that by the help of
some wishing cap, belonging to “ the art. of foresaying
things,”* King Hiram was often present at the meetings in
the secret vault. Suppose the three in lodge, King Hiram
in the north, King Solomon in the west, and the third in the
north east. .

« Begin,”

“ You begin.”

* F. M. Library, p. 11. Book of Constitutions,p. 19. Preston, b. 3.
s. 1. '



-

102 SUBLIME DEGREE OF MASTER MASON,

“ What ought a Mason most to guard against 7"

“ Cowens.”

“ You will do your duty.”

(Hereupon Hiram of Tyre lsaboent a season. )

« Most worshipful, the lodge is duly tyled.”

“ In what manner 1”

“By a good lock on the outer door, key on the msnde.”

(As there were no Master Masons in the world but these
three,* we will not feign any names for other usual parts
in the ceremonies of modern lodges.)

‘¢ Where is the place of the youngest man in the lodge ?”
. “ In the northeast, worshipful.” :

“ What are you there for, brother 1”

“ The better to watch the morning dawn,to call the men
up early, and set them at work, that the king may be
pleased with the progress of Masonry.”

“ Your brother’s place here ?”

¢ In the north, most worshipful.”

“ Your duty in the north, brother 1 :

« As the Aurora borealis shines out of the north, to tell
of the night which overshadows the earth, so stand I in the
north to be close by my brother in the northeast.”

« Has the king a fixed place in the lodge "

« He has.”t

« Please tell me where "

-+ In the west, brother.” )

“ What is his office in the west 1"

“ As my brother stands in the northeast to observe the
morning dawn, so stands the king in the west to watch the
departure of twilight, to put the men to bed as they come
from work, having given them their suppers,” v

* Such is the prevailing form of the tradition.

+ « Behold, as the sun in the east doth arise,
« The master the workmen and hireling employs,
« The west and the south their assistance impart,
« " embellish the fabric, and strengthen the art.”
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% Glorious craft, which fires the mind,
« Sweet with harmony and love,
“ Surely thou wert first designed
* A foretaste of the joysabove.”
* Jhiman Reson.

. 'The Mason willsay, “Pshaw ! pshaw ! all this was con-
trived by Solomon, for the benefit of after genemﬁons, and
not for his own use. They had no regular lodge of the
modern kind until after the decease of one of the trio ; then
others were admitted, and these ceremonies were adopted.”

Here observe the injustice of imputing to the wisest man

the erection of the senseless fabric of Free Masonry. Its .

insignificant frivolity is unworthy of the meanest talents;
and to cover its entire emptiness, or deep depravity, it takes
Solomon for its author; thus (whether senseless or de-
praved) putting contempt upon the character of Solomon,
and upon the holyrecords in which his writings are found.
- I'am far from saying these kings occupied the time pre-
cisely in the manner above mentioned; but I do say, that with-
out occupying it in some such way, I know not, as Master
Masons, what they were about. They had too much real
business on their hands to come often together, and bandy
words to and fro ; and, except this, they could do nothing
peculiar to Free Masonry ; therefore masonic tradition errs
in saying they often retired to the secret vault, &c.

But soon death interrupted their sweet intercourse, and
deranged their plans. For the particulars of this melan-
choly event, we are solely indebted to the perfect recollec-
-tions of Free Masons for one hundred successive genera-
tions ; the extreme difficulty of the thing only enhances
our high estimate of its value.
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CHAPTER. XVIL
The Inglorious Death of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff.

% O Desdemona ! Desdemona ! Dead?
“ Dead?—Oh! Oh! Oh ”"—Othello.

Iris well known, that at the time we speak of, only
three Master Masons blessed the earth ; (the 3600 ancient
masters and mark masters, being but a part of the sic im-
por sibi, are not wanted now;) to these three alone the
master’s word was known. I think there were 80,000 fel-
low crafts employed upon the temple; my brethren will
correct me if I am wrong. Certain of these took the bold
resolution of extorting from the third man under the whole
heavens, a man of piety, mercy, and integrity, what did not
belong to them ; and these daring ones were stimulated to
the nefarious deed by the fear of not regularly receiving
the pay and emoluments of masters after leaving Jerusalem
to travel in foreign parts.

Their leading motive at first appears singular ; they could
not find means to be contented with a pay inferior to that
of princes! And how did they propese to secure that pay ?
Being about to travel in foreign parts, they thought to
make sure of master’s pay, could they but obtain the mas-
ter's word ; that ineffable word that had been handed down
through successive ages by tradition, and was still visible in
the temple in the time St. Jerome flourished ; the Shibboleth
of Free Masonry, that blazed out upon the triangle in the
dark vault, so soon as the man’s lamp was extinguished. A

" wonderful name, known only to Solomon and the two Hi-
rams ; and yet it would help the fellow crafis travelling into
foreign parts, to obtain master’s wages! This is truly Free



DFEATH OF THE GRAND MASTER. 105

1\Iasomry ; thelart of finding new arts, and the way of win-
ning the faculty of Abrac.”

With what think men excited by so high an aim, tmd
bent on the dangerous enterprise of violently extorting
from the grand master this precious word, would arm them-
selves? Surely with a two foot rule! and a carpenter’s
square! and a common mallet !

They probably knew not how to use weapons of war;
and, it being a premeditated assassination, time might have
been lost in learning their use! swords and dirks are not
mentioned among the utensils of that, age ; so, as David
met the champion of Gath with his shepherd’s sling, they,
with the implements of their art, hit the grand master,
after shaking him heartily, over the back,or breast, or head,
as it suited them, one blow each, and he died ;—verily, as the
fool dies, so died our grand master !

Without striking a blow, without making a struggle, with-
out lifting a hand, without raising the least outcry, at noon
day, (thy tradition is faithful, O, Free Masonry!) in the
midst of king Solomon’s temple, our Grand Master fell be-
neath the single and deadly stroke of a rule, a square, and
a mallet, laid on by three of his menials!* What a won-
der! The Master of “ the art of foresaying things,” did not
foresee his danger ; the master of * the art of wonder-work-
ing,” did not even draw a magic circle ; the master of * the
way of winning the faculty of Abrac,” did not utter a sylla-
ble of magic, did not spit one mouthful of fire,did not make
the slightest attempt to conjure a spirit to his rescue : but,
alas! forgetful of all his masonic defences, he died; he
basely died !

Why did not this man of authority rebuke with authon-
ty the folly of the fellow crafts? Morgan could say, in his
last moments, “ If you take my life, it wiII be more injury
to you than all I can write or say ;* and there was the force

* Reader, thisis faithful to the tradition, however the tradition may be
to the truth.

14
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of truth in that appeal; but the Grand Master had better
been mum, than answer as he did in the weakness of his fear.

Yet this answer, (not lawful for me to repeat,) which is
too simple for a fellow craft to have given under reversed
circumstances, which is only an humble entreaty to the ruf-
fians, begging them to wait 8 time with patience, and as-
pire to perfection by good works, the Grand Master gaves
(no doubt the Masonic account is correct,) three times
successively, without variation.

« Sic, sic juvatire sub umbras.”
So, even so, it pleased him to die.

Why did he not utter one groan in “the universal lan-
guage of Masons 1"

Surely that would have restored their senses, and their
reverence for the Most Excellent Grand Master. A short
speech in that tongue might have calmed their fierce spi-
rits. He was very much to blame for neglecting all his
means of defence. Ah, why not try “the facultie oft
Abrac,” “the art of wonder-working,” “and exhibit the
power of the masonic word.” Why did not he take up
some implement of masonry, and parry a blow, if he could
not strike one?

The ruffians set upon him, not in a company, but singly,
and gave him ample time to bethink himself between their
several assaults; but he, not having in mind “the art of
foresaying things to come,”* was surprised, “as if & man
did flee from a lion and a bear met him,” and flying under
the stroke of the carpenter’s square, he attempted to es-
cape by the West,} where no door was, and fell under the
blow of the mallet: when, at the Nortk, there was a door,
and no ruffian on that side of the temple! How faithful

* Book of Constitutions,p.19. F. M. L.p. 11.

1 Iwish to be very precise in the statement of facts; and as there is a di-
versity in the traditions with respect to the door at which Hiram Abiff fell,
it may be proper to state, that “ Jachin and Boaz” refreshed the writer’s
memory on this topic._ ’ .
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are thy traditions, O Free Masonry! And this is the exhi-
bition of “ an instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity,
unparalleled in the history of man.” (Masonic Chart.)
“ An instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, seldom
equalled, and never excelled, in the history of man !"* (Mas.
Monitor.)
“ Hail, mystorious! hail, glorious Masonry !
“ That makes us ever great and free.”—F. M. L. p. 352.

The manner of first receiving thc master’s grip, and the
accompanying five points of fellowship, is easily recollected
by every master mason; and when it is considered that the
first performers of this singular ceremony, were no less
persons than Solomon, king of Israel, and the corpse of a
man now 14 or 15 days dead, a corpse so far changed that
the fellow crafts who opened the grave were compelled, on
first coming to the body, to give a significant sign of its mor-
tified state, the most credulous must see that the tradition
smells of falsehood, and is utterly shocking to common
sense.

4 Mortua quin etiam jungebat corpora vivis,

% Componens manibusque manus, atque oribus ora
« Complexu in misero.”—Jn. viii. 436,

+The living and the dead, at his command,
“ Were coupled face to face,and hand to hand.”—Dryden.

Yet it has been repeated for years, and will be repeated
for years to come, by men of understanding, to curious
novices, with perfect gravity, and with solemn and reitera-
ted “ assurances of its undeniable truth !”* It may, how-
ever, be hoped there will in future be some choking, when
they give to the candidate the lion’s paw .and the five
points of fellowship.

Such are the “incongruities” of the historical tradition
belonging to the sublime degree of master mason ; enough,
it must be confessed, tojustify the “ embarrassment” of our

* Dalcho, p. 44.

Y -
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“Sovereign Inspector General;” while he, as master
of a lodge, might be relating it “to a minister of the
holy word, or to any other gentleman of science;” enough
to justify his honest exclamation, “ As well might we be-
lieve that the sun travels round the earth, instead of the
earth around the sun, as to believe in all the incongruities
which have been (and are) taught to masons in the symbo-
lic degrees.”

<« Nil fuit unquam
« Sic impar sibi.”

Never was any thing so contradictory. (Dalcho’s Ora-
tions, p. 55.)

Thus I have treated of different topics in the most im-
portant, and only important tradition of masonry within
the lodges, in the order they have occurred, and not in the
order of their relation or accidence ; for I would not seem
unnecessarily to say any thing, by which the empty tales
and pretended mysteries of the order should be, in propria
persona, exhibited to view; and this, not for the sake of
vain masonry, but for the sake of those obligations, which,
blindfold, were taken, and ought to be kept with the eyes
- open. Masons who recollect the story, will, with little
labour, understand these comments, and easily yield to
their accuracy and fidelity.

But suppose every idle word of this “ story, founded on
the grossest errors of accumulated ages,”* were history,
what would the whole be worth, brother? *The sitting up
of nights to learn? the monthly assembling to repeat? the
laughable simplicity to admire? Children have a play per-
formed by the repetition of fearful words with the eyes
shut in a lonely room, which has an effect a thousand times
more impressive than, not to say this tradition, but than all
the jargon of the sublime degree put together.

* Sov. Ins. Gen. Dr. Dalcho, &c.
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Old grandfather grey-beard,
Without tooth or tongue, &c.

‘But suppose the tale, entire, or in one of its parts, were
as true as that the earth revolves round the sun, what is it
worth? We have seen its total want of ingenuity in the
contrivance, and of wit in the result; it is no better calcu-
lated to excite deep emotions, than the palsy to animate the
dying frame; its efforts to be solemn are too shallow to
affect the heart of a child ; and, altogether, it is like to the
ancient master’s word, which, in the language of our Sove-
reign Grand Inspector General, “ is, in fact, not a word, but
merely a jumble of letters forming a sound without mean-
ing.” (Dalcho’s Ora. p. 22.)

CHAPTER XVIIL

« Pray, where are your tools,
“ Your line and plumb rules?
“ Each man to his work let him stand, boye;
“ Work solid and sure,
“ Upright and secure,
“ And your building be sure will be strong, boys.”

Havive completed an examination of the several degrees
of Masonry within ' the lodges, in relation to their preten-
sions individually, I propose now to review them collec-
tively.

The three degrees are emblematic of three divine dispen-
sations of grace, the Antediluvian, the Mosaic, and the
Christian. (New Mon. Smith, § Hutchinson.)

“The first degree inculcates the religion of nature, the
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existence of a God, and our duty to him, and to our fellow
men.” Its moral lessons are generally excellent in their
selection, and plain in their application. All their excel-
lence, however, is as free of Masonry as the cloak is free of
the back it covers; it forms no part of the man, nor does
the character of the wearer affect the value of the cloak.
Masonry has adopted many perfect rules of conduct ; but
they will live when she isdead ; they will feel no pang when
she expires.

The mockery of truth and Heaven, by the prayer found
in the Book of Constitutions, and Monitor, and Chart, as
already quoted ; which is found also in Calcott’s Disquisi-
tions, p. 199. “ Endue him with divine wisdom, that he
may, with the secrets of Masonry, be able to unfold the
mysteries of Godliness and Christianity ;” found also in the
Masonic Manual, p. 137.,is a presumptuous and deceitful
supplication, as every novice does seriously fear by the end
of the first lodge night.

. But, bid on all hands to smother his fears, and to advance
to the sublime degree of a Master Mason,* before he in-
dulges his disappointment, the candidate becomes a fellow
craft. -

. 'This is the degree which treats of the five senses, the five
orders of architecture, and the seven liberal arts and sci-
ences, if we can believe the testimony of the Chart, Moni-
tors of all descriptions, Manual of Masonry from p. 169. to
189., and Preston 62. to 72., and Book of Cons. S. C. p. 62.
to 85.,and F. M. Library, 165. to 180. ; and contains espe-
cially, that singular art of discovering divine truth by geo-
metrical solutions. (New Mon. p. 157.)

Summing up the particulars taught in this degree, Mr.
Preston gravely adds: “Besides a complete theory of phi-
losophy and physics, this lecture contains a regular system

* This is the common term among masonic authors for the third degree.
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of science, demonstrated on the clearest principles, and es-
tablished on the firmest foundation.”*

Morals in the first degree, physics, and all the arts and
sciences, in the second, or fellow craft’s degree, history
alone is left for the master’s degree; and Masonry, being
“ wisely planned to please the accomplished scholar,”
(Mon., Preston & Co.) in this degree, “ recites the tradi-
tions of the order, and presents to view a finished picture
of the utmost consequence to the fraternity;” viz. that * in-
" stance of virtue, fortitude and integrity” exhibited in the
death of Hiram Abiff.

All this is done in the three first degrees, it would seem,
by the words of these masonic authors; what is left for the
remaining degrees to teach? We have the mark master’s
next; suppose that teaches * the universal language which
survived the confusion of Shinar, (i. e. Babel,) and, to our
great consolation, has been handed down to posterity.”t
(Hutchinson’s Sp. of Masonry, p. 6. and 131.)

The alphabet of this strange tongue would be enough,
perhaps, for the mark degree; and as even that is not
taught in the lodges, it would seem inexcusable to post-
pone it longer. ’

The past master’s degree may teach the grammar of the
same tongue. The most excellent masters will translate a
little, the royal arch will pursue the same study for aught
I see, in the want of something else to do, and the royal

* Book of Const.8. C.p.85. F.M.Library, p. 178. same words.

+ % Tradition wonld delivesr down the doctrines of our first parents with
the utmost truth and certainty, whilst the Antediluvians enjoyed the lon-
gevity of which the books of Moses give evidence; but when men came to
multiply on the earth, and were dispersed to the distant regions of the
globe, then the inestimable lessond™ of xxowLEDOE and TRUTH taught by the
first men, fell into confusion and corruption, and were retained pure, and
in perfection, but by few. Those few, to our great consolation, have hand-
ed them down to afterages; they also retained the universal language, un-
corrupted with the confusion of the plains of Shinar, and preserved it to
posterity.”— Hutchinson’s Sp. Mas.
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master’s and the select master’s degrees are yet to come ;
and a whole lot of sublime and ineffable degrees.

Perfect Master.

Intimate Secretary.

Provost and Judge.

Intendant of the Buildings.

Elected Knights of 9.

Illustrious Elected of 15.

Sublime Knight Elected.

Grand Master Architect.

Perfection.

One would suppose it were time to stop at this degree,
but it is numbered in the list of the Sov. Ins. General only
14 ; and 19 degrees lie beyond perfection! Thisis genuine
Free Masonry, that began before time, and reaches perfec-
tion before it is half finished ! '

Knight of the East.

Prince of Jerusalem.

Prince of Mercy.

Knight of the Sun, &c. &c. to the

33d Degree, entitled, Sovereign Grand Inspector
General.

But even this is not enough. *Besides those degrees
which are in regular succession, most of the inspectors are
in possession of a number of detached degrees, given in
different parts of the world ; and which they generally com-
municate free of expense to those brethren who are advan-
ced enough to understand them ; such as select Masons of
27, and the royal arch, as given under the constitution of
Dublin ; six degrees of Magonrie d’Adoption, Compagnon
Ecossais, Le Maitre Ecossais, et le Grand Maitre Ecos-
sais, &c. &c. making in the aggregate 53 degrees.” (Dal-
cho’s Orations, p. 80.)

Shall we laugh, or shall we weep? Ridicule loses its
edge when in contact with a matter 19 degrees above per-
fection, besides twenty collateral degrees. I have no
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heart to laugh. Well said the psalmist in his haste,
“ All men are Lars.” Yea, and

¢ What man, seeing this,
* And having human feelings, does not blush
* And hang his head, to think himself a man.”

Yet to weep over human folly is of little use : our sym-
pathy is misplaced, and the evil rarely corrected. Better
laugh it down where we can. No subject was ever fitter
for this kind of treatment than Free Masonry. The ge-
nius of Cervantes and of Butler would find in it ample scope
for exercise.

« In all the fabric
“ You shall see not one stone, nor a brick,
« But all of wood, by powerful spell
% Of magic, made impregnable :
 There’s neither iron bar nor gate,
* Portcullis, chain, nor bolt, nor grate,
% And yet men durance there abide,
% In dungeons scarce three inches wide;
“ In circle magical confined,
« With walls of subtleairand wind.”™

What can Masons be employed in learning on these
higher degrees? What, above the third degree? They
have mastered natural religion and moral philosophy, in
the first; all the liberal arts and sciences in the se-
cond; and are furnished with an ample specimen of
the faithfulness of ‘masonic tradition in the third. Now
what should they go higher for? What can they learn
when exalted? They must be out of matter and mind be-
fore they reach the 7th degree, were each degree as im-
portant as the first and second. What can they be doing
in the sublime degrees? Not reviewing the studies of the.
lower degrees, surely, for it is impossible to review what

* Hudibras’ Enchaated Castle.
15
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has never been examined. Itis difficult to conceive what
they are doing, unless they are helping the lodges, as
Harry and Dick were helping John to do nothing.

It must strike every onc as mysterious, that all the liberal
arts and sciences should be huddled into one degree of Ma-
sonry, and that the second. With proper economy they might
have been distributed among the 33 or 53 degrees of the
order, and have served a valuable purpose as pretensions ;
but, crowded together where they are, they choke our cre-
dulity with their prodigious bulk, and leave the superior de-
grees destitute of the semblance of an art or science to
support life and character. This shows that the higher de-
grees are illegitimate children, having a shelter under the
paternal roof, but not a cent of the inheritance.

And now, reader, we have travelled through the lodges.
with a short flight to the sublime degrees, carcfully inspect-
ing the pretensions of Free Masonry, and cxposing her va-
nity and emptiness.

And where is the knowledge given, the desire of which
the candidate for Masonry is made to say, prompts him to
seek admission to the lodge '—(Book of Cons. of Mass.
p. 4.)

« Masonry is a progressive science.” (Preston. Webb’s
Monitor, chap. 10. F. M. Library, p. 165, &c. &c.) The
thing we have examined together, dear reader, a science !
‘Who would have thought it, had not the books repeatedly
assured us of the fact? « It beeth the skylle of nature,
the understoneying of the myghte that is hereinne, and its
sondrye workynges ;" “ the arte of fyndynge new artes, -
which arte the first Masonnes receaved fromme Godde, by
which they findeth whatte artes hem plesethe, and the trew
waye of techynge the same.” (Book of Cons. of Mass.
pp. 15. and 19. F, M. Library, pp. 9. and 11., Preston,
b. 3.sec. 1.)

Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch of
polite learning ; under the veil of its mysteries is compre-
hended a regulgr system of science. ‘This is not falsely
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mocking Free Masonry, but these are her own words, first
published in the Illustrations of Masonry, book 2. sec. 4,
copied by Webb, with the sanction of the Grand Chapter
of R.1. (Webb’s Monitor, chap. 10. p. 50.) and inserted in
the Free Mason’s Library, p. 165. with the sanction of
the Grand Lodge of Maryland.

Nor does Free Masonry leave to blind conjecture the cir-
cle of polite learning included within her lectures. She
kindly enumerates in her official records,  the artes agri-

. cultura, architectura, astronomia, geometria, numeres, mu-

sica, poesie, kymistrie, government, and religionne.” (Free
Mason’s Library, p. 10. Book of Const. of Mass. p. 16. or
17.) Also,“ grammar, rhetoric, and logic.” (Hardie’s Mon.
Webb's Mon. Tannehill's Manual. Cross's Chart, &c.
and the F. M. Library,p. 174.)

Neither does her amiable condescension forsake us here.
What man, without her kind aid, could guess the nature of
that regular system of science comprehended under the veil
of her mysteries? Her circle of polite learning might have
been, in some part, within the scope of human calculation;
musica and poesie, not to mention agricultura and rely-
Zyonne ; but only the art of finding new arts could tell us
the system of science which follows, viz. “ The arte of wun-
derwurkinge, and of foresaying things to come, the way of
winninge the facultie of Abrac, (magic,) the skill of be-
coming gude and parfyghte withouten the holpynges of
fere and hope, the uniyversalle longyage of Masopnes.”
We must believe all this, since she herself solemnly de-
clares it in the Book of Cons. of Mass.p. 19. F. M. Li-
brary, p. 11.; Hordie's Mopitor ; Calcott’s [isquisitions ;
Hastchinson’s Spirit of Masonry ; Preston’s Ilustrations of
Masonry.b. 3. &. 1.,and in Greenleaf’s Brief Inquiry, p. 89.
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CHAPTER XIX.

« Come then, brethren, lead along
“ Bocial rites and mystic song !

s Tho’ nor Madam, Miss, nor Bess,
% Could our myst’ries ever guess;
% Nor could ever learned divine

# Sacred Masonry define;

“ Round our order close we bind,
« Laws of love to all mankind ;
 Thus like elves in mystic ring,

« Merry Masons drink and sing.”

« A pLopek isa place where Masons assemble and work;
hence that assembly, or duly organized society of Masons,
is called a lodge,* and every brother ought to belong to one,
and be subject to its by-laws and general regulations.

« A lodge ought to assemble for work at least once in
every calendar month, and must consist of one master, two
wardens, (senior and junior,) one secretary, one treasurer,
two deacons, one or more stewards, a tyler, and as many
members as the master and the majority of the lodge shall ®
think proper; although more than forty or fifty are gene-
rally found inconvenient for working to advantage ; and,
therefore, when a lodge comes to be numerous, some of
the ablest master workmen, and others under their direc-
tion, will obtain leave to separate,and apply to the grand
lodge for a warrant to work by themselves, in order to the
advancement of the craft.

 Every member of a working lodge should be a Master
Mason.””—Book of Cons. pp. 42, 43.

* « 80, the word church is expressive both of the congregation and the
place of worship.”—Book of Cens. p. 42,
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The duty of the several officers, chosen annually, is next
defined at length.

« The master has it in special charge, to see that all the
by-laws of his lodge, as well as the general regulations
from the grand lodge, be duly observed, that his wardens
discharge their office faithfully,” &c. &c.—Book of Cons.
p. 44.

He has the generai authority of president of a society.

¢“ OF THE WARDENS OF A LODGE.

« None but Master Masons can be wardens of a lodge.

“ The senior warden succeeds to all the duties of the mas-
ter, and fills the chair, when he is absent.”

“ The business of the wardens in the lodge is, generally

. to assist the master in conducting the business, and mana-

ging the craft, in due form and order, when the master is’
present.”—Book of Cons. pp. 46,47.

The secretary and treasurer perform the duties usually
implied in their offices. :

' % OF THE DEACONS OF A LODGE,

“ The deacons are to assist the wardens in the execution
of their duty, to examine and welcome visiting brethren, to
prepare candidates, and to perform such other services as
are assigned them.

“ STEWARD.

« The stewards are to provide refreshment, and make a
regular report of the expense to the treasurer, and to see
that the regalia (furniture) of the lodge are in good order,
and always ready for use.

“ OP THE TYLER OF A LODGE.

“In order that due decorum be observed, while the lodge
is engaged in what is serious and solemn, and for the pre-
servation of secresy and good harmony, a brother who is
skilled in the master’s part, shall be appointed and paid for
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tylmg the lodge door during the time of communication.™
Book of Cons. pp. 49, 50.

Such are the materials of a Lodge of Maeter Masons,
for each of the three first degrees constitutes a lodge by it-
self. The apprentices’ lodge is. free to fellows and mas-
ters ; the fellow crafts’ lodge is free to masters, while ap-
prentices are excluded ; and the masters’ lodge excludes
both apprentices and fellows, until they are raised, accord-
tng to the ancient usages, to the sublime degree of a master
mason. Members of chapters, encampments, councils, &c.
&c., must of necessity have reached the upper degrees by
passing regularly through the lower ; and as all above have
a right in the degrees below, they may visit in, and be
members of lodges of master masons. But observe, that
none can open a master’s lodge on a degree above the
third defgree in Masonry. .

The degrees above are a late invention, and belong to
the chapters, &c.; with them I have nothing to do:—let
them live; the three first degrees, which are embodied
in lodges, and governed by the officers here explained, are
alone under consideration.

‘The lodges thus constituted, and required “ to assemble
for work at least once in every calendar month,” (Cons. p.
42.) do nothing unknown to the public except during com-
munication. 'The season of communication opens and clo-
ses with ceremonies, improper for a Mason to discover, be-
cause he has'bound himself by oath not to discover them
cxcept to a brother Mason. But no doubt I may copy
from the Free Mason’s Monitor.

“Ta conduct (these ceremonies) with propriety ought to
be the peculiar study of every Mason, especially of those
who have the honour to rule in our assemblies.

* From a share in (them) no Mason can be exempted. It
is a general concern in which all must assist. This'(cere-
mony of opening the lodge) is the first request of the mas-
ter, and the prelude to all business. No sooner has it been
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signified, than every officer repairs to his station, and the
brethren rank according to their degrees, (1st, 2d, 3d deg.)

«The intent of the meeting becomes the sole- object of
attention, and the mind is msensxbly drawn from those indis-
criminate subjects of conversation which are apt tointrude
on our lessserious moments.” » (F. M. Mon. part 1. ch.'5
Preston, b. 2. sec. 3.)

‘We have noticed in Lancasterian, and Monitorial, and in
infants’ schools, at a stroke of the master’s bell, the whole
school rise, and at a word extend the right arm smartly, and
then the left: with a finger touch the right ear, then the
left cheek : then clap their hands merrily. This was the
prelude to some business, and served the purpose of gain-
ing the attention of the children. Its striking similarity,
both in manner and design, to the masounic ceremonies of
opening and closing the lodges of the different degrees,
would induce one to think it must have been adopted from
the lodges into the schools ; but in the schools it has an im-
provement in respect to simplicity, and in being a prelude
to business of importance.

A lodge of masters does never regularly open on the third
degree, until after having ceremoniously opened and closed
the two preceding. In this way apprentices and fellow
crafts are regularly paid their wages and dismissed, leaving
the masters to themselves. But any business properly be-
longing to a particular degree, is done while the lodge is
open on that degree, that all interested may have gn op-
portunity to act.

‘What can the lodges be doing one night in a month?

Every society, whether of agriculturists, mechanics, or
philanthropists, will find something to entertain and engage
them when they meet in conclave. They have by-laws to
make and repeal, and enforce and waive ; and so have the
lodges. They have each peculiar interests to look after.

. Masonry has hers, and takes this opportunity to drill her

votaries on the manual exercises of the craft, by which one
is enabled to prove, and to prove himself, a brother; em-
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bracing the pass-words, signs, tokens, words, grips, due
guards, &c. ; also, to instruct her sons in her catechism,
and her eniblems, (if time permits,) and in her tradition.*

She deals in this kind of lore, which is in some of its
parts good; but as a whole, is empty ; is no better, as one
says, than teaching to put away folly and sin by the emblem
of a pair of snuffers, which (in the style of the Monitor)
are used by operative Masons for the purpose of topping a
light to increase its brilliancy : “ but we, as speculative Ma-
sons, use them for the more noble and glorious purpose™ of
topping our vanity, that the light of our honest example
may the more brilliantly shine to the glory of the craf,
which knows how to derive the sublimest morals from the
trowel and the hammer, the plumb-line and the hand-saw.

These things would not keep men together long even-
ings once in a month, nor bring them together, only as they
serve another turn. In the lodge the politician gains in-
fluence, the tradesman makes friends and customers, the
mechanic secures employers, and various minds in various
callings meet and communicate upon various interests, with
agood degree of freedom, and confidence, and social plea-
sure. They pay no more respect to vain Masonry than this ;
she brings them together, and helps them each to gain his
own ends, only demanding from him in return, that atten-
tion to her forms and ceremonies which is necessary to her
existence, and that they give. It is a school of discipline
to the ambitious ; an apology for an entertainment to the
convivial ; and a distinguished opportunity for the selfish, as
well as a season of recreation to the labourer.

To initiate, pass, and raise candidates for the different de-
grees, takes up no small part of the time of twelve evenings
in a year. For then ‘all the ceremonies and emblems, &c.
attached to the degree must properly be repeated and exhi-
bited to the novice ; and these ceremonies are so long as

* A view of the catechism and traditioh are secn in o third degrce.



A LODGE. 121

to be quite tedious, were it not for the interest felt in observ-
ing their effect on the candidate: as a jockey will, some-
times, when purchasing a strange horse, suddenly bray boo
in his face to test his courage.

“ In lodges I have been,
« And all their rites have seen,” &c.

It will not seem strange to the reader, that the time should
be fully taken up with these things one evening in a month,
when he recollects, that Masonry intrusts nothing to wri-
ting which relates to her numerous signs;, tokens, &c. and
to her varied catechisms and lectures, and to her tradition.

It must all be learned by dictation, and that is no small
affair, especially when it is considered how much more diffi-
cult to commit a senseless thing is, than any matter of com-
mon sense, and of impressive import. _

Few men, having on hand the usual cares of life, can afford
time for the tedious operation; but young minds, aspiring
to the official stations of the lodge, and to be distinguished
in the crowd on some public occasion, as great. Masons,
apply themselves to the task, day by day, and night after
night, and make suitable proficiency. o ’

Thisis called lecturing, because the advanced Mason dic-
tates while the others learn.

I hope it is no breach of trust in me, no contempt of my
masonic obligations, to say, that the rekearsal of these
things, accompamed by the ezercise of the manual, consti-
tutes that business in modern lodges signified by the word
work—work over which the master presides, and in which
all the brethren assist. The term makes an important figure
in the treatises on Masonry; and while every one may
know, from the stillness of the lodge room, that the temple
of the lodges, like that of our ancient grand master, is
erected without the sound of a hammer ; and from the state
of the room after the lodge have retired, that no rubbish is
there sufficient to conceal the baseness of any improperly

16



122 FREE MASONRY.,

aspiring fellow erafis of this generation; and so, that the
term work, as used by modern artists, must have a significa-
tion different from its common acceptation ; yet one would
scarcely suspect it had an application so very humble, as to
signify the dictation or repetition of the masonic catechism,
and the rehearsal of all those senseless peculiarities by
which Masonry entwines her votaries of every country in
one mystic band ; but it does mean neither more nor less.

I have pleasure, for the sake of my friends in the lodges,
of stating one other employment which much better occu-
pies a portion of their time. It is the exercise of that
grace which covers a multitude of sins. The fees of ad-
mission are not uniform throughout the country, but they
every where amount to a large sum, a part of which goes
to erect and to furnish the hall, to purchase the regalia,
&c., and another part to support and comfort poor widows
and orphans of Masons. This is a charity confined to its
circle, and useful there; and though limited in its opera-
tions, and sometimes perverted from its course, it does go
far to engage friends of a pure purpose to the support of
the'institution, go far to cover the nakedness of the lodges,
and may serve as an open door for any to escape whole
from the tottering edifice who will; but as true charity is
not dependent upon any invention of man, it is unneces-
sary, for its sake, to sacrifice immutable truth to Free Ma-
senry. :

[The reader may recollect the anecdote of the charity
Jfund of the Grand Lodge of England building in part the
splendid Masons’ Hall, London: and also, the remains of
Col. Webb, brought from Ohio, and buried, at great expense
te the lodges.]
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CHAPTER XX.

A. R. 2. 193. Brick and Mortar origin of the « Divipe
Cmﬂ ” ,
% Hail Masonry ! thou craft divine!
“ Glory of earth, from heaven revealed !
“Which doth with jewels precious shine,

“ From all but Masons’ eyes concealed.”
Caloott’s anmumm, p.231.

It is important to the truth, that clear proof be furnished
of the brick and mortar origin of the “ divine craft;” that
within a hundred years, it has assumed its heavenly charac-
ter, has exalted itself above all principalitiés of the earth,
and now spurns its honest progemtors

The high claims have come in abundance ; now follow
some extracts of a more humble character. They are taken
from an ancient author, already quoted in these pages, and
again to be quoted, Lawrence Dermott, whose work bas
" high celebrity among Masons, and is entitled, “ Ahiman
Rezon,” the most truly masonic name of any author I have
read.* The edition I use, was printed in London, 1764.
The author assures us, in his preface, p. 15. « In the follow-
ing sheets, [ have inserted nothing, but what are undeniable
truths.” He is not so desperate a foe to truth as some. He
sides with the ancient, in distinction from the modern Ma-
sons, and has not all the extravagance of the “ young archi-

-~

* From this, the Book of Censtitutions of South Carolina is called “ Ahi-
man Rezon;” and the second title of the F. M. Library, whichis the Book
of Constitutions of Maryland, is “Ahiman Rezon ;” * The F. M. L. and G¢-
neral Ahiman Rezon.”
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tects,” who wished to have dispensed with wearing aprons ;
but he is not destitute of great merit as a pretender. I find
the «“ New Monitor” indebted to him for the passage quoted:

¢« The very enemies of Free Masonry, must own, thatitis
the most renowned society that ever was, is now, or perhaps
ever will be, upon earth, as the following true description
‘will clearly show :

« Hail mighty ART—gracious gift of heaven,

“To aid mankind by our Creator given:

“>T'was you alone which gave the ark its form,

“ That saved the faithful from the impending storm,” &c.

True as Free Masonry.

The lines are too wretched to be endured, and yet the
-sentiment deserves notice, especially as,in conclusion, he
adds, “ But methinks I hear some say, if Free Masonry be
such, the brotherhood are the happiest men living ;" and he
would have us conclude that they are. '

“ A heavenly ark, to show God saved the lives

« Of Masons fotr, likewise their happy wives.”
(Noab and his family.)

 Such are the blessings of each time and season,

« Which God has promised to the master Mason.*

A4 the end of' these profane lines, he has the following :
“ None but strangers to the craft, and ungenerous enemies
to good society, will doubt the veracity of what is here in-
serted concerning Free Masonry.” But let not the reader
be out of conceit of this Ahiman Rezon ; it is one of the least
offensive, on the whole, of any masonic treatise I have read,
and gives the following—

* Masonic poets have followed the opinion of an ancient Jesuit, who says,
Sorbone n’s point de jurisdiction sur le Parnasse ; et que les erreurs
iya la ne sant sujettes, ni aux Censures, ni 4 I'Inquisition. ¢ As if
re forbidden to be impious and blasphemous in prose only.”—Pas-
eltres Provinciales, p. 221.

———- e~
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* Charge for the management of the craft in working ;"
which will mightily help to discover the true origin of the
order. -

« All Masons should work hard and honestly on warking
days, that they may live reputably, and appear in a decent
and becoming manner on halidays,” &c. Work means
work in this charge; but preserved in modern lodges, it
means nothing and less; if it bore some propartion to play,
it were a redeeming quality in the modern masonic appli-
cation of the term ; but it is a true minus quantity, difficult
for beginners to understand, and serving the expert Mason
in a pinch, as z serves an algebraist, for any unknown thing.

“ A master Mason only must be the surveyor or master
of the work, who shall undertake the lord’s work reasona-
bly, shall dispend his goods as if they were his own, and .
shall not give more wages than are just to any fellow or
apprentice.” [A. Rezoa, p. 28.]

Master Masons were the highest necded in that age.
Men would not then have known at what employment to
seta royal arch. It will appear in due season, that masters
inthat day alone had charge of the work ; and that “ the
holy royal arch,” and all the sublime degrees, have had
their being since the time, when the landlord’s work in
stone masoncy began to be perverted for her profit and
praige, to the Lord’s work in Free Masonry. “ Mark, Jew |”
- “The master and the masons shall faithfully finish the
lord’s work, whether task or journey; nor shall they take
work at task, which hath been accustomed to journey. (4.
Rezon, p. 28.)

It was evidently. the design of these ancient mechanics
to favour a system of rules and prices of work, which they
call journey work, in opposition to task work, or work, the
price of which was to be agreed upon without reference to
the fixed rates of the craft.

“ None shall show envy ata brother’s prosperity, nor sup-
plant him, nor put him out of his work, if capable to finish
it. All Masons shall meekly receive their wages without
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murmuring, or mutiny; and not desert the master till the
lord’s work is finished,” &c. ; matter enough to prepare the
reader for the proof yet to be given of the very recent ori-
gin of the *Noachidae and - the science Miospans : I am in
the midst of heaven.

It is evident that their emblems were derived, with their
ceremonies, and charge, and aprons, from the men who
work in brick and stone and -mortar.

This truth beautifully illustrates another which has been
charged to the vanity of the craft, viz. that the lamb skin,
or white leather apron, the badge of Masons, is more ancient
than the golden fleece or Roman eagle, more honourable
than the star and garter, &c.

.
¢ Qur leather aprons we compare
* With garters red and blue;
“ Princes and kings our brothers are,
« While they our rules pursue.”— Preston, p. 396.

We may say with Teresa to her loving spouse, Sancho
Panza, “ What covers, discovers thee.” Substitute sheep
skin, for lamb skin apron, (the badge of a stone Mason, no

* Ahiman Rezon, p. 24,8ays: “ A Mason is obliged by his tenure to ob-
serve the moral law, as a true Noachida,” which he explains in a note,
« Sons of Noah, the first name of Free Masons.” And in this he is follow-
ed by the New Monitor, p. 109. I am bold to follow so high masonic autho-
rity, notwithstanding a trifling dilemma in which it seems involved; not
unlike that of the origin of the royal arch degree. Masonic history
asserts, that .Adam and his sons were Free Masons; it would seem absurd,
then, to say that Noachida, was the first name of Free Masohs. But,
doubtless, that Mesourania, which unites men of the most opposite tenets
in one sacred band, can reconcile this discrepance with perfect harmony.

* 'Tis Musonry unites mankind ;

« To generous actions forms the soul ;

“ In friendly converse all conjoined,

« One spirit animates the whole.”—Oid Song.
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doubt, since rocks were handled by architects,*) and the
vanity of the pretension sinks into the most lowly humility,
and its seeming falsehood is converted into. self-evident
truth. :

The Roman eagle did not, like the royal arch, have being
before -its parents, the Romans, nor until some thousand
years after brick and mortar Masons wore good sheep skin
aprons.

% The curious vulgar could never devise

 What social Free Masons so rapturously prize,

* No buman conjecture, no study in schools : -

“ Such fruitless attempts are the efforts of fools.” .
. Ahiman Reson.

€HAPTER XXL

'

Prevarications of Free Masonry.

“ Pray make no mistake,
“ But true your joints break,
“ And take care that you follow your leaders ;
« Work, rake, back, and tueth,
% And make your work smooth,
« And be sure that you fill up your headers.”

Ahiman Reson,

Tae ceremonies and emblems of Masonry are indicative
of its origin and character. It began with labourers, men

* The newly initiated brother is girded with the emblem of innocence,
more aneient than the tower of Babel, more honourable than the imperia!
dignity,.—Smith’s Masonry, p. 297.
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who with muscular arm wielded the setting mall, handled
the trowel, and wore their sheep-skin aprons with unaffect-
ed grace. And to operative Masons, who know the use of
plumb lines and squares, shovels and common gavels, rough
ashler, perfect ashler, and trestle board, the ceremonies
of Masonry may in some parts be delightful and pro-
fitable. Such will enjoy the lines placed at the head of this
chapter. ‘ - '
True Masons know the meaning of the lines, and relish
them. But pretended Masons, ignorant of the art, would
understand, * True your joints break,” in a literal sense ;
and so pretend broken limbs. “ Take care that you follow
your leaders,” they would separate from all connexion with
operative Masonry, and apply it as a rule to obey the grand

officers.
“« Work, rake, back, and tueth ;”

that would be to them the secret : a mystery inexplicable.

 And be sure that you fill u;; your headeis,“

would be understood in a convivial sense. 7
A thousand times worse - perverted is Free Masonry.
Having come into the hands of lords and gentlemen and
tailors, most of whom have not the smallest idea of the pe-
destal, column and entablature ; the plinth, the die and the
surbase ; and finding the terms of Masonry either vulgar, as
brick and mortar, or obscure, as *ledgers and putlocks,”
they think the very brick and mortar has some hidden mean-
ing, known only to the gifted Mason ; and * the ledgers and
putlocks,” (pudlogs. Walker,) are terms of the universal
language, which has come down to Masons uncorrupted
from the plains of Shinar; and which they, poor fellows,
have not had opportunity to learn yet; and so it is that the
plain noun Masonry, which every child knows to mean the
f building with brick, and stone, and mortar, is made to
e from the ,Greek, Mimgsno; sun in medio Coeli;
licé, Tam in the midst of heaven. (Hutchinson’s Sp.
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Mas. p. 15.) or;, as Smith gives it, p. 35., “ The original
names of Masons and Masonry may probablybe derived
from Messim, rs areana, mystery, and Mwes, sacris initiatus,
mysta, those initiated into sacred mysteries.”*

The humble origin of Free Masonry does not suit with
the high notions of its white handed professors ; and is used
as an argument even to prove the heavenly mystery of the
order. “ Were we claimants,” says Mr. Hutchinson, “ only
of the title of mechanics, we might have chosen as ancient,
and a more honourable branch of the arts or sciences.” p.
159.

No doubt we might, and if it were to do over again,
should ; but it is done, and we must bear it. Mr. H. will
not bear it, however ; he asserts, in the face of all the insig-
nia of the lodge, and the trowels of the chart, and aprons of
the craft together, that “ our mysteries are totally abstract-
ed from the rules of mechanics ; they are not furnished with
any type, symbol, or character, but what appertains to de-
monstrate the servants and devotees of the great Mussgams.”—
Sp. Mas. p. 159.

“ Gavel, gauge, and plumb, and level,
« All are quickly brought to use;

“ These, with use of line and #rowel,
“ ‘Works of moral worth produce.”

But who is this Mr. Hutchinson, that holds the truth so

* « The words mason and masonry, are but corruptions of other words,
having no relation lo edifices. Mason is, by some, derived from the Greek
word, mas and :oan, (quero salvum,) I desire life or salvation, and supposed

“to allude to the situation of the candidate during some period of the ancient
ceremonies. The term masonry seems but a alight variation of the Groek
Msrvguren, (0230 in medio coeli) I am in the midst of heaven.”—Greenleaf’s
Brief Inqusry inlo the Origin and Principles of Free Masonry, p. 44.

“ The name of mason is not to be considered in the contracted senseof &
builder of habitations; but figuratively, one, who by gradual advances in
sublime truths, and the various arts and sciences, which Free Masonry in-
culcates, is raised by regular courses to such a degree of perfection, as to be
replote with happiness himself, and extensively beneficial to others.” (Cal-
cotls Disquisitions, p. 76.)

17
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lightly? _Is he some Jachin and Boaz, disowned by the fra-
ternity? Did the Masons kill him for a disgrace to the craft?
No, no; what Mr. Hutchinson has written, was esteemed
“for her profit and praise,” and is prefaced with the follow-

ng—
¢ SANCTION.

“ Whereas brother William Hutchinson has compiled a
work, entitled, ¢ The Spirit of Masonry ;' and has requested
our sanction for the publication thereof; we, having perused
the suid book, and finding it will be of use to this society,
do recommend the same.

« Petre, G. M.
“ Rowland Holt, D. G. M.
"« Thomas Noel, S. G. W.
“ John Hatch, J. G. W.
“ Rowland Berkely, G. T.
% James Heseltine, G. Sec.”

Lord Petre is well known in the annals of Masonry, as
Grand Master of England, from 1772 to 1777 ; under whose
administration, the corner stone of Free Masons’ Hall, Lon-
don, was laid.—Whew! Whew! Of what use is reason to
such men; or argument against such folly? «Having
perused the book, do recommend the same.” Let Ma-
sonry answer it.

The copy in my hands is an edition published at New-
York in 1800, and here follows a passage which the Lord
Petre and his grand officers must have read, and which
shows with what a determined spirit Mr. Hutchinson closed
his eyes to the truth, and hardened his heart in transgres-
sion, while he would prove Masonry to belong to Heaven,
and not to bricks and mortar.

“ Our antiquity is in our principles, maxims, language,
learning, and religion ; these we derive from Eden, (the
language of Eden in the lodges!) from the patriarchs, and
from the sages of the east, all which are made perfect un-
der the Christian dispensation.. The light and doctrines
whieh we possess, are derived from the beginning of time,
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and have descended through this long succession of ages
uncorrupted ; but our modes and manners are deduced from
the different eras of paradise, the building: of the temple at
Jerusalem, and the Christian revelation.” Three eras, one
for each of the three degrees.

If Mr. Hutchinson' was mad, my Lord Petre, and Mr.
Holt, and Mr. Noel, &c. ought not to have recommended
his labour, and Mr. Preston should not have queted his
work as follows: “ Mr. Hutchinson, in his ingenious trea-
tise entitled, The Spirit of Masonry.”™ And, if Mr. H.
were in his right mind, he should not have asked the follow-

. ing questions, p. 170. “If our ceremonies mean not the
matter which I have expressed ; if they imply not the moral
and religious principles which I have endeavoured to unveil ;
I ask you, Masons, what they do imply, import or indi-
cate 1"

"(Because they are senseless and ridiculous, he thinks
they must be unearthly, heavenly, divine.)

% Can we presume so many learned and noble personages
would, for many successive ages, have been steady members
of the fraternity, if the mysteries were unimportant, and the
ceremonies unintelligible? It cannot be ; take away their
SPIRIT, and they become ridiculous.”— Hutch. p. 171.

To learn the spirit of these ceremonies, I turn back, and
onp. 170.1 find, “ The Divinity looking down with an
eye of commiseration upon the deplorable state of man,
in his mercy and love, sent us a Redeemer and Mediator,”
&c. «In the masTeR’s orDER this whole doctrine is symbo-

* And the Grand Lodge of Maryland. “ The enlightened brother
Hutchinson, in his elsborate work entitled the Spirit of Masonry,” p. 180,
F. M. Library. Again, p. 199., quoting from Mr. Hutchinson’s Spirit of
Masonry, he says, “ I againintroduce the most respectable suthority which
hasever fallen to my lot to peruse.” Again, p. 190., % Thoomd:bpmvf
the author of the Spirit of Masonry.”

-4
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lized, and the Christian conduct is by types preserved to
u”

Precisely as wind-mills were giants to the knight of La
Mancha. - -

Opportunity will offer more of Mr. H.’s views in the pro-
gress of this work. All comment upon them fails; their
absurdity is unspeakable ; yet he has a spark of sense left:
« take away their spir1T,” he says, from the ceremonies of
Musonry, « and they become ridiculous.” i

To save them from utter contempt, he persuades himself
they are symbols of the Redeemer’s cross !

CHAPTER XXII

Masonic Ceremonies demblems

« Adam, well versed in arts,

“ Gave to his sons the plumb and line; °

“ By Masonry, sage Tubal Cain

“To the deep organ tuned the strain,”—Weeks.

In showing the perversions of Masonry, these lines will
do well to head a chapter. In the mouth of a labouring
ason they would not very much err from the truth. Adam
ed to a great age, and it is not impossible that he taught
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the inhabitants of the}earth to rear houses, as well as to
plant gardens ; and this the poet may express without of-
fence, as he has done.

. « Adam, well versed in arts,
- . “Gnvetohiuomthoplumbmdlim."

And, in the same manner, labourers might claim Tubal
Cain as a brother artlst, for ke was an instructer of evéry
artificer in brass and iron ;* but the moment any mystical
meaning is attached to the words, that moment they are
made to utter falsehood. On the lips of labouring Masons
they have a literal, and natural, and honest meaning ; but
with those, like Mr. Hutchinson, who cannot bear to think
of any thing beneath the highest display of Heaven’s mercy,
in connexion with the paltry ceremonies of a nocturnal so-
ciety, they are made to mean science, and art, and magic,
and religion, indiscriminately, and the folly of one has been
so played off, as to beguile a thousand.

Previous to 1717, Masonry was this honest society of
labourers ; but then a change was introduced, and modern
or speculative Masonry sprung up.

The lodges of operative Masons did study geometry, to
improve them in their art,as artists now study in the Mc-
chanics’ Institutes; but the new and accepted Masons
* thought expedient to abolish the old custom of studying
geometry in the lodge.”t

From the operative character of the society” has arisen
all its mystery to modern and speculative craftsmen.

The ancient regulation concerning qualifications for
membership are mysterious to the moderns, but capable of
an easy explanation in view of their original application.

“ No person is capable of becoming a member of the
lodge, but such as are of mature age, upright in body and

* Gen. iv. 22. + Ahiman Rezon, p. 30.
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limbs, free from bondage, have the senses of a man, and
are endowed with an. estate, office, trade, or some visible
way of acquiring-an honest livelihood.” Why might not
one have a crooked back or distorted arm, for all the pur-
poses of modern or speculative Masonry? They might,
they do; butsuch would not have strength to labour in the
ancient lodges of operative masons.

These ancient charges are found in most manuals of Ma-
sonry. 'They are various, but generally correspond with
the following, extracted from “ New Monitor,” p. 208.

“ Thirdly. You must conduct yourselves as men of ho-
nesty and integrity, and serve your master in such manner
as may be most conducive to his honour and profit.”

« Sixthly. Wherever you go, you shall be careful to pay
for your board and lodging,” &ec.

« Some other charges, which equally demand your atten-
tion. :

“ First. No Mason should take upon him his master’s
work, or any other person’s, unless he is conscious to him-
self that he is able to perform it in such manner as will not
injure the craft.

“Second. No master shall take work without a reasona-
ble compensation : nor shall any master or fellow supplant
another in regard to employment.

«Third. He who shall be made a Mason, shall be free
born, of respectable parents: galso, perfect and complete in
his limbs as a man ought to be.

« Fifth. No master or fellow shall put away any one’s -
work to task, which ought to be journey work.

« Sixth. Every master shall give pay to his fellows and
servants, according to their respective deserts.

-« Thirteenth. Every master shall courteously receive a
strange brother, who may have come into the country and
set him at work, if he can.

“ Fourteenth. Every mason shall truly serve his master
for his pay, and the master shall honourably perform his
task work, or journey, whethersoever it may be.”
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It is evident these charges were given to labourers, and
for them served many valuable purposes; but in modern
and speculative Masonry, they only go to make up the mys-
tery ; few having any just conception of their meaning.
How natural among men of a trade is that charge, “no
master shall take work without a reasonable, compensation.”
And not less necessary is that which follows it : “ nor shall
any master supplant another in regard to employment ;” that
is to say, if one brother is undertaking a job, another shall
not rob him by underbidding. This is suitable to the art of
compacting bricks and mortar ; but what it has to do with
the' art mwspane, Sum in medio coeli, Iam in the midst of
heaven, is a MYsTERY, of which Mr. Hutchinson, my Lord
Petre, and others, think the explanation either ridiculous, or
glorious: as saith the poet,

« Hail, mysteri&us. hail, glorious Masoury.”

The history of the craft will abundantly show the fitness

of its emblems with its origin ; aprons and trowels belong .

only to brick and mortar; and the mystical application of
the terms to the use of a secret society is a perversion,
by which they become,

) “ High words, that bear
“ Semblance of worth, not substance.”

This is the true key to the mystery of Free Masonry. At
first, a combination of honest labourers, to protect each
other from the oppressions of the feudal barons, and to
command their own price for their labour, they, like ninety
other crafts and trades in London, met in fraternities.
[Rees’ Cyclopedia, Art. Company.] These fraternities, in
London, are generally governed by a master and two war-
dens, and have a hall and a charity fund, precisely like the
lodges. In their meetings the different trades are suppos-
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ed to communicate information beneficial to the craft, as
do agricultural societies and mechanics’ institutes at this
day.

Previous to 1717, there was (I think it will appea:) no
Free Masonry, but only Masonry ; neither speculative Ma-
sonry, but only operative Masonry. But when other trades
and professions were admitted into the lodges, Masonry
was only speculative to the newly accepted Masons, and
began to be spoken of as both operative and speculative.
Now it became Free Masonry, and passing as it has done
entirely out of the hands of operative Masons, into the
hands of speculative Masons, it is to them truly a mystery.
They know nothing about the setting mall, the ashler, and
the level, technical terms of operative Masonry. The
whole subject becomes to them, like the line of the poet :

“ Rake, back, and tueth ;"

a great secret—genuine Free Masonry

This explanation of the origin of Free Masonry is easy
and natural, and is well supported by facts. If the frater-
nity have great doubts upon the subject, those doubts will
be much diminished by a perusal of the history of Mason-
ry since the beginning of the 18th century, as given by
Lawrie, and Preston, and Smith, all faithful Masonic writers,
who agree to state, that after 1720, Free Masonry passed
from the Grand Lodge of London to the numerous places
in the four quarters of the earth with which Great Britain
had a colonial or commercial intercourse : the name of the
Grand Master, the date of the warrant to a year, and the
place where it was sent, are particularly stated by each of
these Masonic historians :* and the fact goes far to prove

* These facts are also stated in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Art. Mason-
ry: an article furnished by Mr. Lawrie, Grand Socretary <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>