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Brethren:—

Permission is, hereby, granted for the publication of
Volume No. 3, of the History of Freemasonry in Penn-
sylvania, as shown by the Records of Lodge No. 2, and
Documents in the Archives of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania, compiled from original sources by
Brothers Norris S. Barratt and Julius F. Sachse.

Care and Industry are shown in the preparation of
this History. It is a valuable contribution to the
Masonic literature of Pennsylvania.

Truly yours and fraternally,

Grand Master.
Marcs 12, 1919.



PREFACE.

VoLuME One covers from 1727 to St. John’s Day, 1781, and
gives the beginning of Freemasonry in Pennsylvania as shown
by the records of Lodge No. 2 as well as the services of our
brethren in the Revolutionary War, having the great distine-
tion of 16 Colonels, 10 Majors and 28 Captains, all members
of Lodge No. 2 in the Continental Army, who all saw actual
service and helped to obtain American Independence. That
this patriotic spirit still animates the eraft is shown by the
statistics of this great world war. The State of Pennsylva-
nia has one hundred and thirty-six thousand Master Masons
in the Fraternity and has contributed over ten thousand of
them to the Service of the United States. These brethren
have left their usual vocations to serve their country. Some
are in foreign lands, others are preparing to enter the
branches of the Service to which they have been ordered.
Wherever they have gone and whatever service they have per-
formed we know they have done it loyally and well, and that
the lessons taught in the various degrees will sustain and com-
fort them. Every power of our Organization and every force
of our influence were marshalled at this eritical period to

serve mankind and to labor devotedly for its true welfare.
v
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The Fraternity has always served our country and its mem-
bers have been ready to devote their time, energies and lives
to the cause of Liberty, for which our flag stands.

Volume Second contains the Masonic History of Pennsyl-
vania from 1781 to December, 1813, and this present volume,
the third, is from 1813 to 1855, commencing with the War of
1812, the importance of which is mot generally understood
until it is realized that by it the United States obtained the
rights for which the Revolntion was fought. One of the car-
dinal principles of Freemasonry is loyalty to government and
obedience to law and constituted authority, hence the anti-
Masonic craze or Morgan excitement, as it was called, which
existed 1826-1840, was uncalled for. The facts which are
accurately given in the text of this volume show Lodge No.
2 under its Master in 1837-38-39, William Cummings, with
the assistance of Brother John Thomson of Lodge No. 51,
afterwards Grand Master, came together from time to time
while the storm was at its highest, although there was a reso-
lution upo'n the Secretary’s desk to surrender its warrant,
which finally was defeated. And it also plainly appears that
the politicians of the anti-Masonic movement used false state-
ments to poison the public mind and create a popular delusion
to obtain votes for their cause and array the unthinking and
misinformed against the Fraternity.

DeWitt Clinton was a candidate for governor. At that
period he held all the important official stations in Masonry:
R. W. Grand Master of New York, Grand High Priest of the
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States, and Grand

Master of the General Encampment of the Knights Templar
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of the United States. It is stated a paper published in New
York, called the National Union, was started for the sole
purpose of helping his election as governor. The editor was
Samuel H. Jenks, of Nantucket, Mass.,, who was Deputy
Grand Master in 1825. On Oectober 30, 1824, he printed the
following notice:

“ Brethren: Your former Grand Master is now a candidate for
the support of the ‘free and accepted’ De Witt Clinton, if there
be any virtue in the cardinal principles of your faith, will receive
your undivided suffrage for governor. It is in periods of trial, like
the present, that the wisdom of Freemasonry has been exercised, its
strength tested, and its beauty displayed. Amidst the dark ages of
past time, the great lights of our Order, though often obscured, have
never been extinguished. Shall they now be eclipsed by the ¢ intro-
duction of strangers among the workmen?’ Will you suffer the
political edifice to be ‘daubed with untempered mortar?’ No,
surely! The architect of your internal prosperity is before you.
Enter warmly into the cause of your Brother—pass onward to the
ballot boxes with the tokens of your zeal and fidelity—and by your
united votes contribute to raise the state to that exalted rank to
which she is so justly entitled.

(Signed),
“Tae Wipow’s Son.”

This political appeal was grossly improper. It ought not
to have been made, as it is contrary to Masonic principles,
and we regret and deplore the fact it was done, but Brother
Clinton was elected governor of New York in 1824 and was
still in office in 1826 when Morgan disappeared.

The anti-Masonic Party in the United States had about
340,000 voters in all. In Maine it had about one thousand
votes. Vermont was anti-Masonic and the only state carried
by the party.

vii
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Pennsylvania, to her discredit, held an anti-Masonic Con-
vention September 11, 1830, and adopted a report of a com-
mittee that Morgan was foully murdered and demanded our
Fraternity should be suppressed. The report gave the fol-

lowing reasons for the recommendation :

“To this government Freemasonry is wholly opposed. It requires
unresisting submission to its own authority, in contempt of public
opinion, the claims of conscience, and the rights of private judg-
ment. :

“The means of overthrowing Freemasonry cannot be found in
any, or in all, of our executive authorities. They eannot be found
in our judicial establishments.

“The only adequate corrective of Freemasonry—that prolifie
source of the worst abuses—is to be found in the right of election,
and to this we must resort.

“ Freemasonry ought to be abolished. It should certainly be so
abolished as to prevent its restoration. No means of doing this can
be conceived so competent as those furnished by the ballot boxes.”

It was a most bitter fight, particularly because it had some
foolish Presbyterian and Methodist ministers in it, misled by
false statements but right and truth prevailed, as it always
will in the end, which began in 1836, when the anti-Masonic
Party held its last national convention. They called them-
selves the Christian Party in politics, and while they heard
the truth refused to accept it, and as those kind of men always
use every instrument at hand at their inspiration the Presby-
terian Church responded in January, 1827, in Pittsburgh by
the passage of a resolution condemning our Fraternity as
unfit for professing Christians. They even went so far as to
require its members to renounce Masonry, in which Rev. Ezra
Stiles Ely, the pastor of the Seventh Presbyterian Church of
Philadelphia, was a leader. It is the one blot on his other-
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wise distinguished career. The more difficult for us to under-
stand now from the fact that in 1836 Rev. John Chambers,
the most prominent and distinguished Presbyterian clergyman
of Philadelphia, became Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania, which position he occupied until 1874. The
Congregationalists in New England also joined them, and
that stampeded the Methodists, who lost their heads also,
and the General Conference in 1823 not only prohibited their
ministers becoming Masons, but did all in its power to aid
the anti-Masonic Party. The Baptist Church could not be
fooled and exercised better judgment than the Presbyterians,
Congregationalists and Methodists.

To the virulent abuse the Fraternity, conscious of its inno-
cence, made no reply, but in 1831 Brother Charles W. Moore,
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, pre-
pared the following, which states the position of the Frater-
nity so accurately we cannot refrain from quoting it. It re-
flects great credit upon him and we venture to suggest the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts should by appropriate action
_ inform the craft of its everlasting debt to Brother Moore
because at that period it required moral courage to do and
say what he did:

“ WHEREAS, it has been frequently asserted and published to the
world that in the several degrees of FREEMASONRY, as they are en-
forced in the United States, the candidate, in his initiation and sub-
sequent advancement, binds himself by oath to sustain his Masonie
brethren in acts which are at variance with the fundamental prin-
ciples of morality and incompatible with his duty as a good and
faithful eitizen, in justice therefore to themselves, and with a view
to establish TRUTH and expose IMPOSITION, the undersigned, many

of us the recipients of every degree of Freemasonry known and
ix
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acknowledged in this country, do most SOLEMNLY DENY the exist-
ence of any such obligations in the MAsONIC INSTITUTION, g0 far as
our knowledge respectively extends. And we as SOLEMNLY AVER that
no person is admitted to the Imstitution without first being made
acquainted with the nature of the obligations which he will be re-
quired to incur and assume.

“ FREEMASONRY secures its members in the freedom of thought
and of speech, and permits each and everyone to act according to
the dictates of his own conscience in matters of religion, and of his
personal preferences in matters of polities; it neither knows, nor
does it assume to inflict upon its erring members, however wide
may be their aberration from duty, and penalties or punishments
other than those of ADMONITION, SUSPENSION and EXPULSION.

“ The obligations of the Institution require of its members a strict
obedience to the laws of God and man. So far from being bound
by any engagements inconsistent with the happiness and prosperity
of the nation, every citizen who becomes a Mason is doubly bound
to be true to his Gop, to his COUNTRY, and to his FELLOWMAN.

“In the language of the Ancient Constitutions of the Order,
which are printed and open for public inspection, and which are
used as text books in all the lodges, he is required to keep and obey
the MORAL LAW; to be a quiet and peaceful citizen, true to his gov-
ernment and just to his country.

“ MASONRY disdains the making of proselytes; she opens the por-
tals of her asylum to those who seek admission with the recommen-
dation of a character unspotted by immorality and vice. She sim-
ply requires of the candidate his assent to one great, fundamental,
religious truth—THE EXISTENCE AND PROVIDENCE OF Gopn; and a
practical acknowledgment of those infallible doctrines for the gov-
ernment of life which are written by the finger of God on the heart
of man.

“ ENTERTAINING such sentiments, as MASONS, as CITIZENS, as
CHRISTIANS, and as MORAL MEN, and deeply impressed with the con-
viction that the MasoNic INSTITUTION has been, and may continue
to be, productive of great good to their fellowmen; and having ¢ re-
ceived the laws of the society, and its accumulated funds, in sacred
trust for charitable uses,” the undersigned can neither renounce nor
abandon it.

“ We most cordially unite with our Brethren of Salem and vicinity
in the declaration and hope that, ¢ should the people of this country
become so infatuated as to deprive Masons of their eivil rights, in
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violation of their written eonstitutions, and the wholesome spirit of
Jjust laws and free governments, a vast majority of the Fraternity
will still remain firm, confiding in God, and the rectitude of their
intentions for consolation, under the trials to which they may be
exposed.”

Thurlow Weed, of New York, and Thaddeus Stevens, of
Pennsylvania, were the master minds who guided the anti-
Masonic Party, but it has reflected no credit on them, and
posterity knows their claims and charges were false and un-
true, and regards their conduct in this respect as unworthy
of them and a blot upon their memory—and reputations.

Another matter treated of in this Volume is the Masonic
career of our Brother Stephen Girard. The evidence and
original records have been carefully gathered by Bro. Julius
F. Sachse and examined and considered by us both, and it

tends to show:

1. Stephen Girard was made a Mason on January 28, 1788,
in Union Blue Lodge, No. 8, Charleston, South Carolina.

2. He never affiliated with any Lodge in Pennsylvania and
therefore was not a Pennsylvania Mason (p. 241).

3. Stephen Girard was buried December 31, 1831, in the
ground adjoining the German Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, northwest corner Sixth and Spruce streets.

4. When the main building of Girard College was about
completed the commissioners of the Girard estate and the city
authorities made arrangement for his disinterment. This
was in December, 1850. The Fraternity had nothing to do
with the removal.

5. The anti-Masonic days had just passed and some of the

heirs of Girard objected and asked the court for an injune-
n‘ .
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tion to prevent the removal of the remains, and the matter
was heard and decided September 30, 1851, by Judges King,
Parsons and Kelly, Judge King suggesting that the appli-
cants had better permit the city to proceed with the cere-
monies and place the body in the sarcophagus at the Girard
College, and this was done September 30 with appropriate
ceremonies by the Grand Lodge and Subordinate Lodge, as
shown on page 389. And since this time our Brother Girard
has peacefully slept in the main building of the college which
he founded and where we hope he will remain until the last
trump shall sound on Resurrection Morn.

His memory is cherished by his brethren and the Masonic
Fund, which bears the name of Stephen Girard Charity
Fund, has done untold good to the recipients. The fund it-
self now amounts to $90,050 and $3,750 was distributed by
the stewards in the year 1918 to those entitled to receive it.

Past Master Lodge No. 2,

Past Master Lodge No. 91,

Curator and Librarian of Grand Lodge, Compilers.
Oct. 2, 1918,
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Freemasonry in Pennsylvania
1730—1907
9
CHAPTER XXII

TaE Masonic Hawr 1n CHEsSTNUT STREET, 1814-1819
@HE Second Volume of our His-

+ tory of ‘‘Freemasonry 1727-

1907, as shown by the records
of Lodge No. 2, F. & A. M.,,”’
closes with the year 1813, a
period in which civil and polit-
ical conditions both state and

1 national were more or less un-

settled, which naturally had its
reflex more or less upon our fraternity.

It has been stated that the year 1814 was one of the
most exciting periods in the History of Philadelphia,
if not of the United States of America. The War with
Great Britain had centered upon our shores, the Dela-
ware and Chesapeake were blockaded by the enemy, and

the foe landed upon our shores; the British under Ross
2 1
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defeated the Americans at Bladensburg, entered Wash-
ington the next day ruthlessly burned the Capitol and
destroyed all the other public buildings.

« DECLARATION

¢ oF THE MEMBERS

- %oy THR.

“ Washington Benevolent Society qf

“ Pennsylvania.
m

#WE, and each of us, do hereby declare, that
% we are firmly attached to the Constitution
% of the United States and to that of Penn-
“ sylvama, tothe principles of a free Repub-
“lican_ Government, and to those which
“ regulated the publick conduct of GEORGE
“ WasmiNGTON; that we will, each of us, to
¢ the best of our alnlmes, and so far as may
% be.consistent with our religious princi-
“ ples, respectlvely, preserve the rights
“and liberty of our Country against all
% foreign and domestick violence, fraud,
«“and usurpation; and that as members of
# the
#¢ Washington Benevolent Society,
“we will, in all things comply with its
“ regulations, support its principles, and

“-enforce its views.”
PRINCIPLES OF THE WASHINGTON BENEVOLENCE SOCIETY, FROM AN OLD
HaND B IN THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA.



The Masonic Hall in Chestnut Street

These outrages revived revolutionary zeal, and in-
spired the National Government with a new spirit and
united the people of the Middle States for a more ag-
gressive war, while the eastern states resisted the em-
bargo, and took little interest in driving the foreigl'l foe
from our shores.

Among the most loyal organizations in our community
was the Washington Benevolent Society, which was
closely allied to our Grand Lodge; Patriotic Banquets
were given by the Benevolent Society, February 22nd
and July 4, in the Masonic Hall on Chestnut Street,
when patriotic addresses were made and toasts drank.

The large banquet hall in the Chestnut Street Hall
at that time was the favorite place for all social and
patriotic functions.

One of the most important of these functions at this
time was, when the native Germans, Hollanders and
Switzers celebrated Napoleon’s defeat in the battle at
Leipzig, by a grand dinner at the Masonic Hall, Feb-
ruary 24, 1814,

A copy of this program, printed by Conrad Zentler,
the german printer, Second Street near Race, is still
extant, containing the toasts, speeches, music and can-
tata, composed for the occasion by L. F'. Bernhardt, also
the patriotic address by Christian L. Mannha.rdt The
title of this pamphlet reads: '

‘‘Short account of the festival celebration and Ban-
quet by Germans, Hollanders and Swiss in the Free-

mason’s Hall in Philadelphia, February 24, 1814.”’
3
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The first stated meeting of Lodge No. 2, in the year
1814, was held January 10; that the year did not open
auspiciously for the fraternity is shown by the Minutes
of the Lodge.

MasoNic HaLL, CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 1811-1819,
4
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January 10, 1814.—Stated Lodge. Present 27 mem-
bers & 7 Visitors.

Edw? Shelmendine, W.M.
Jos. Douglass, S.wW.
Wm. Ruff, J. W,
F. Nice, 8.D.

Applications to withdraw were received from Brs.
Marshal and Wallington.

Resolved that Lodge No. 2, relinquish all further
claim to an extra Room in the Hall.

A Committee was appointed consisting of W.M.
Treas® & Sec’y who shall have full power to collect or
remit all Dues of Delinquent Members. The Commit-
tee appointed to examine the account of Jos. Burden
Treas’ No. 2, Report that we find them correct that
there remain a ballance in his hands of twenty-dollars
& thirty-five cents in favor of No. 2.

The Tylers bill of $5.50 cents & Stewarts of 12.57
cents were ordered to be paid.

Dues collected $90.

February 14, 1814.—Stated Lodge. Present 21 mem-
bers & 1 Visitor.

Edward Shelmendine, W.M.
Ruff, S.W.
F. Nice, J.W.
J. Nice, S.D.

A Petition was read from Isaac H. Griffith praying

to be Initiated into the Mysteries of Free Masonry &
5
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‘Whereupon Brs. Douglass, Ruff & Ferron were a com-
mittee to inquire into his Character. A Petition to
withdraw was reced. from Jno. Graves & order to lay
over. ‘

A petition for to withdraw was read from Jno. Stine-
man & ordered to lay over.

The following resolution was presented by Bro.
O’Brien:

‘WaEREAs: the funds of this Lodge are, at present,
inadequate to pay our dues and rent to the Grand
Lodge, and to afford relief to our distressed brethren;

Therefore Resolved: That from henceforward each
and every brother, who has been a member of this Lodge
for one year, or more, may have the privilege of com-
muting his contribution as a member, by paying Thirty-
Dollars in addition to his dues up to the time he avails
himself of this resolution, which sum shall be consid-
ered as payment of dues in full during life, the brother
80 paying to be subject to the by-laws now in force, or
which may hereafter be adopted, in every respect except
the payment of dues. All commutations thus received
(after paying the Grand Lodge dues and rent up to St.
John’s Day, last) to be invested in some public stock
—the interest arising thereon to be applied towards the
payment of Grand Lodge dues, rent, and other neces-
sary Lodge expenses.

(The above presented and read in Lodge No. 2, Feb-

6
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ruary 14, 1814, and to be finally disposed of in said
Lodge, stated meeting, 9th May, 1814.) '

‘Which agreeably to the Bye Laws must lay over two
stated nights of meeting.

Bro. Carr & Shelmindine applied to be recommended
to Arch No. 3, which was granted.

March 14, 1814.—Stated Lodge. Present 23 mem-
bers & 7 Visitors.

Bro. Shelmendine, W.M.
F. Nice, S.W.
J. Ruff, J.W.
J. Nice, S.D.
Busman, J.D.
Coxe, M.C.

An Entefred apprentice Lodge was opened at 1/2 past
Six-O’clock in Antient form when the Minutes of the
proceedings Evenings were read & approved of.

The Committee appointed to enquire into the Charac-
ter of Isaac H. Griffith reported favorably, whereupon
he was ballotted for & unanimously elected. The Can-
didate being in waiting was introduced agreeably to
Antient form, Initiated into the first degree of masonry.

The Petition offered on the last stated night of meet-
ing having in view to aid the funds of the Lodge was
ordered to lay over until next stated meeting, Br. I. H.
Griffith returned thanks to the Lodge Received instrue-
tions from W.M. & paid his initiation fee.

A Petition of Charity was read for the aid of the
distressed Family of our late worthy Bro. the Rev®

7
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George Richards whereupon the Lodge granted the
sum of fifty dollars.

The Lodge granted twenty dollars to be placed in the
hands of Brs. Allen, Baker & Nice for the relief of
Mary Gamble the widow to our late Br. Capt. Gamble.

The Entered apprentice Lodge was closed & all who,
were not Past Masters, having withdrawn & Master
Masons Lodge was opened & Br. Frederick passed the
Chair by virtue of a dispensation from Rich® Tybout,
Esq, R.W.G. M.

A M. Masters Lodge closed & an E Apprentice opened,
the Brethren were remitted and the Lodge closed in
Harmony at half-past 9 O’Clock.

Dues Collected $76.

April 11, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 18 mem-
bers & 11 visitors.

Br Griffiths, Crafted

A Petition of Charity was read from our Brother
Jacob Harman in sickness and distress when on mo-
tion it was agreed that B™. Tice, O’Brien & Lafittee
be a Committee to distribute the sum of twenty
dollars to be drawn from the funds of the Lodge.

Aprid 14, 1814.—Special Meeting, 3 Oclock p. m.
Present 7 members & 4 visitors.

Br. Nelson Webster, E. P. R. by dispensation.

May 9, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 21 mem-
bers.

1 Rev. George Richards was one of the Grand Chaplains. For a full
account of Bro. Richards, vide Volume I, pp. 298-299.

8
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The Masonic dall in Chestnut Street

A Communication was read from the G. Lodge
stating the amount of dues from No. 2 to the G.
Lodge when on motion resolved that the Treasurer be ‘
empowered to pay off the amount as the money may
come into his hands.

It was resolved that every member & visitor sitting
down to supper on next stated night of meeting pay
the sum of twenty-five cents extra.

Br Griffiths, Raised

June 13, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 22 mem-
bers & 8 visitors.

Br. Lafitte on behalf of the Committee for the re-

lief of B*. Harman reports that having called on the
" Treasurer for the twenty dollars as voted by the
Lodge was informed that there was no money in his
hands when the Committee raised from individual
members the sum of Thirteen Dolls. & fifty cents &
paid over to B*. Harman—when it was resolved that
the Treasurer advance the amount voted to the
Committee whenever they may be funds in his pos-
session.

Brs Webster & Stevens, Tellers, reported the fol-
lowing Officers, Elected, Wm Ruff, W. M. John
Sommer, S. W. James McKeage, J. W. A. Lafitte,
Secty. Joseph Burden, Treas".

It was resolved that an adjourned meeting be held
on Tuesday next at 3 o’clock P. M. for the purpose

of Installing the newly-elected officers.
9
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June 14, 1814.—Adjourned Meeting. Present 7
members & 1 visitor

Officers, Elected, duly installed

Appointment made. Br. Conner, S. D. Busman,
J.D. F.NiceS. M. C. J. NiceJ. M. C.

July 11, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 18 mem-
bers & 13 visitors.

Visitors:
Cha®. Mercier, N°. 3
Br. Martin Brown, No 344 Liverpool
“ Pearson W. M., No. 3
“ Hilsheimer, P. M. No. 51
“ Reid, No. 345 Ireland
% Alphonso C. Ireland
% Bedlock
“ Harris
“ Samuel Maitland
% QObed. Foote, Aurora Lodge, N. Y.
“ Friel St. Johns, No. 6 N. Y.
“ P. Heyl, No. 139
Rob* Smith Tatem, No. 126

Br Nelson Webster, Elected a member.

‘Wm Curry, Entered

The standing committee of Lodge N° 2 to settle the
Treasurer’s accounts report that having examined
the accounts of Br. Joseph Burden, Treasurer of
Lodge N°. 2, they find them correct, and that there
remains a balance of $37.52 due to B*. Burden—
July 8th 1814.

August 8, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 20
members & 4 visitors.

Br. Busman, Resigned
10
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Br Curry, Crafted

September 12, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 15
members & 4 visitors. :

Br. Curry, Raised

It was moved by Br. 1. Webster, seconded by B
Burden, that a committee of five members be ap-
pointed to devise ways and means of raising a suffi-
cient sum of money for the purpose of discharging
our Dues to the Grand Lodge, whereupon the follow-
ing members were appointed as the committee, to
wit.: B™ Burden, Shelmerdine, Sommer, McKeage
and G. A. Baker, junr.

October 10, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 10
members.

Brs McKeage & Qriffiths were appointed a com-
mittee to wait upon Br Alex®* Ramsey to give him
proper instructions to receive the second degree of
Masonry.

Br. Burden on behalf of the committee appointed
at our last meeting, for the purpose of devising ways
and means of discharging our dues to the Grand
Lodge, stated. that they had not acted. It was re-
solved that the committee be continued. ‘

Br. Burden offered a resolution for repealing that
part of the 14th section of our By-Laws which relates
to the salary that shall be given to the Secretary, and
proposed that the following be inserted instead
thereof, to wit: ‘“The Secretary for the faithful per-

formance of his duties shall receive one dollar on
11
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each stated night of meeting, one dollar for every
initiation, and be exempt from dues. Ordered to lie
over for two stated meetings.

Brs McKeage & Webster were appointed Stewards,
to prepare refreshments for next Stated Meeting.

November 14, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 8
members & 1 visitor.

It was particularly requested by the Lodge that
the Secretary notify B'. W=, Meguire & B*. John
Douglass to attend our next stated meeting. It was
also requested that each member receive information
from the Secretary to attend the election for officers
to be held on our next stated night.

The resolution to reduce the Secretary’s salary
having lain the time required by our By-Laws, was
again brought forward by B® Burden, and adopted
by the Lodge. B~ O’Brien moved that the following
clanse be added to it, viz.: ‘“The Secretary shall also
receive 50 cents for the admission of a new member,”’
which was likewise approved of. The resolution
therefore shall read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary for
the faithful performance of his duties shall receive
one dollar on each stated night of meeting, one dollar
for every initiation, fifty cents for the admission of
a new member, and be exempt from dues.

‘“The committee appointed to wait on Br Alex®
Ramsey, reported that he was not prepared to come

forward this evening, and continued.’’
12
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December 12, 1814.—Stated Meeting. Present 25
members & 8 visitors.

“Br Ramsey examined in Open Lodge and found
worthy to be advanced, and was then Crafted.’’

Brs Allen & Baker, Tellers, reported the following
Officers, Elected, Br John Sommer, W. M. James
McKeage, S. W. Robert Allen, J. W. Alex® Lafitte
Secty. Joseph Burden, Treas".

¢ Adopted that the Sect’y shall receive one Dollar
for each Stated night of Meeting, one dollar for
every Initiation, Fifty cents for the admission of a
new member, and be exempt from dues.’’

Br C. Schneider, appointed Tyler.

“It being nearly time to close the Lodge, it was
thought proper to defer the Installation of the Offi-
cers Elect untill to-morrow at 3 Oclock, p. m.

December 13, 1814.—Adjourned Meeting, 3 O’clock
P. M. Present 8 members.

Officers duly installed

January 9, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 20
members & 11 visitors

The committee appointed to examine the Treas-
urer’s account, Report, That they have examined the
account of Br Jos Burden, Treasurer of Lodge No 2,
for the last six months, and find them correct, and
that the balance remaining in his hands, amounts to
$14.10%.

(Signed) G. A. Baker, P. M. Wm Ruff, W. M.

John Sommer, S. W. Robt Allen, J. W. elect.
13
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The W. M. was pleased to make the following ap-
pointments. Br. Conner, S. D. Brs Fredk and John
Nice, M. C. Br Grifiths was appointed, J. D.
Br John Douglass presented a petition to withdraw
from this Lodge.

““Moved and seconded that those members who
think proper to partake of refreshments shall pay
twenty five cents extra each, where-upon $3.50 cts
were collected and paid to the Treasurer.”’

““Dues collected and Lodge closed in harmony 15
minutes past 8 Oclock’’

February 13, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 14
members & 4 visitors.

A petition for charity from M~ Martha Ellis,
widow of W=, formerly a member of this Lodge,
was read, whereupon a committee of B™ Griffiths and
O’Connor were appointed, and ten dollars placed in
their hands for her relief.

An application to withdraw was received from Br
Robt Pullen.

Dues collected and paid Treasurer, $13

March 13, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 22
members & 4 visitors. .

A circular petition for charity from B- McCleai'y
was read, in which he stated he was a cripple and
unable to earn his livelihood, and that both he and
his wife had been deprived of all they possessed by

the cruelty of their Landlord, whereupon it was
14 '
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moved & seconded that as this was an extraordinary
case of distress, we ought, notwithstanding the low
state of our funds, to appoint a committee, and place
five dollars in their hands for the relief of the peti-
tioner, which was unanimously agreed to.

The Committee appointed to devise ways and
means of raising a sufficient sum of money to dis-
charge our dues to the Grand Lodge reported, that
after some unsuccessful endeavors to obtain a loan
on the credit of the Lodge, they authorized B* Anth’.
Lafitte to collect the outstanding dues, and left it to
the Lodge to allow him a reasonable commission for
his trouble:—whereupon it was moved, seconded and
agreed to, that fifteen per cent. be allowed him on
all the money he has collected or may hereafter col-
lect for this Lodge.

April 10, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 17
members & 2 visitors.

Br. Bellings petition to withdraw was by his re-
quest allowed to lie over till next stated night.

Br. Lowth requested the Lodge would be pleased
to remit five dollars from the amt. of his dues on his
paying the balance as he had from the time he
became a member of this Lodge entertained a belief,
that all seafaring brethren were subject to half dues
only. The Lodge granted B". Lowth’s request, but
decided at the same time that every member is sub-
ject to the same dues agreeably to the 1*. section of
our By-Laws.
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Br Williamson, Resigned

May 8, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 12 mem-
bers & 13 visitors.

A communication from the Grand Treasurer di-
rected to the W. M. of Lodge N°. 2 was read by
which it appears that the balance now owing by said
Lodge to the Grand Lodge amounts to $250.65 cts.

Br John Goulder, Entered.

Jume 12, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 20 mem-
bers & 9 visitors.

¢‘By dispensation, Br Abm Kerns, a master mason
and member of Lodge No 137 Bedford, was passed
to the Chair”’

“Br Wm Ruff, applied to be recommended to
Royal Arch Chapter No 52, which was granted him.’’

Brs Baker & Webster, Tellers, reported the fol-
lowing Officers Elected. . Br Jas McKeage, W. M.
Jas Webster, S. W. Isaaoc H. Griffiths, J. W. An-
thony Lafitte, Secty Jos Burden, Treas’. Who
were duly installed

The W. M. was pleased to make the following ap-
pointments, which was sanctioned by the Lodge, to
wit: Br V. Conner, S. D. F. Nice, J. D. D. Wey-
man, M. C. Chas Schneider, Tyler.

July 10, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 9 mem-
bers & 13 visitors.

B*. Goulder was examined in open Lodge, and
found worthy of being passed to the degree of a

fellow-craft.
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August 14, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 9
members.

‘7 members were expelled this evening for non-

payment of dues.”’

"~ September 11, 1815.—Stated Meetlng Present 10
members & 7 visitors.

““Brs Baker Jr. Ruff, Goulder, Lafitte, and Wey-
man were appointed a committee to provide a Supper
on our next stated night of Meeting, if it can be
done with-out drawing upon the funds of the Lodge.’’

October 9, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 14
members & 18 visitors.

Br Enoch Carter, Entered

““The annual visitation was made by the following
Grand Officers. Br Samuel F. Bradford, R. W.
G. M. Br Bayse Newcomb, R. W. S. G&. W. Br
Joseph Barnes, R. W. J. G. W. Br G. A. Baker,
Sen’. R. W. G. Secty Br Rd Bache, R. W. G. Treas".
Br G. A. Baker Jr. Dep G. Secty Br Lambert
Keatting, S. G. D. Br Josiah Randall, J. G. D. And
Br Entriken, G. Pursuivant.’’

The R. W. Grand Master then deliverd an address
to the Brethren, after which the officers of the Lodge
resumed their stations, and the W. M. on behalf of
the Lodge returned thanks to the R. W. G. M. and
his officers for the honour conferred on the Lodge
by this visitation, and the very appropriate and

elegant address with which he had favored it.
3 17
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The reading of the minutes was dispensed with,
and the Lodge closed in harmony at } past nine
o’clock.

October 16, 1815:—Special Meeting, 3 O’clock P. M.
Present 10 members & 7 visitors.

By dispensation Br James Sanders E. P. R.

Br McKeage, was recommended to Royal Arch
Chapter No 52.

November 13, 1815.—Stated Meeting. Present 13
members & 10 visitors.

The sum of 5 Dollars was granted for Charity

Br Thos Loller, Entered

The petition of John Lochman for charity, after
having lain over for two stated nights, was again
read and five dollars were placed in the hands of B™.
Burden, Lafitte & Griffith to be given to the petitioner
if found worthy.

December 11, 1815.—Stated Meeting, 5 O’clock P.
M. Present 12 members & 15 visitors.

The W. M. informed the Lodge that this stated
meeting was convened one hour sooner than it was
customary for the purpose of entering, passing &
raising by Dispensation M". Thomas Cameron.

Br Joseph Dudley, Entered

Br Ruff & Baker, Tellers, reported the following
Officers Elected Br James McKeage, Re-elected,
W. M. Br Anth’ Lafitte, S. W. Br Griffiths, J. W.
Br Goulder, Secty Br Burden, Treas".

18
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December 12, 1815.— Adjourned Meeting. Present
6 members & 2 visitors.

A Master Mason’s Lodge was opened in anct.
form at } past two o’clock. All who were not Past
Masters having withdrawn, the W. M. B’. James
McKeage was duly installed into office and received
the cordial salutations of all the brethren present.
The Brethren Master Masons were re-admitted and
the Lodge proceeded to install the other Officers-Elect.

The following appointments were made and sanc-
tioned, Viz Br Frederick Nice, S. D. Br Edward
Coxe, J. D. Br Wm Curry, S. M. C. Br Luther
Barnes, J. M. C.

January 8, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 18
members & 12 visitors.

The sum of 10 Dollars was granted for Charity

Br Edward Bell, Entered, & Passed

February 12, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 19
members & 22 visitors.

A letter was received and read from M:. William
Hamilton stating that he had charges against brother
Peter George for unmasonic conduct whom he be-
lieved to be a member of this lodge & praying that a
committee might be appointed to inquire into their
nature, which was ordered to lie on the table. On
motion B™. Lafitte, Golden & Golder were appointed
a committee to enquire whether Peter George is or is

not a member of this Lodge.
) 19



1730 — Freemasonry in Pennsylvania — 1007

March 11, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 16
members.

“Br Walter Kerr, the R. W. G. M. honored the
Lodge with his presence.’’

The committee appointed to ascertain whether or
not brother Peter George was yet a member of this
lodge, reported that brother George regularly with-
drew from this lodge on the 10th of January 1814,
since which he could not be considered a member.

Br Loller, Passed

April 10, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 10 mem-
bers & 3 visitors.

Br Francis Duke, Entered

May 13, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 13 mem-
bers & 4 visitors.

Brs Bell & Duke Crafted

A petition from the widow of Joseph Stevens, late
a brother of Lodge N° 2, for charity was received
and read, whereupon brothers Ruff, Baker and Griffith
were appointed a committee bestow the sum of
twenty-five dollars if found worthy, who accordingly
received from the treasurer that sum for the purpose.

(Lodge closed in Harmony and good order.)

Jume 10, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 17 mem-
bers & 11 visitors.

By dispensation Br M. Clarke of Lodge No 2 of
New York, Passed to the Chair

Brs Ruff & Baker, Tellers, reported the following
90 .
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Officers elected: Br A. Lafitte, W. M. Br Griffith,
S. W. Br Nice, J. W. Br Goulder, Secty Br
Burden, Treas".

June 12, 1816.—Adjourned Meeting. Present 5
members & 2 visitors Officers installed.

Appointments made. D. Weyman, S. D. Barnes,
J. D. Fearon & Simons, M. C. Allen & O’Brien,
Stewards Chas Schneider, Tyler.

July 9, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 12 mem-
bers & 2 visitors. ’

Secty installed.

5 members suspended for non-payment of dues.

Br Loller, Raised

August 12, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 14
members & 2 visitors.

““Standing committee reported that they had ex-
amined the accounts of Br Burden, Treasurer, and
found them as usual correct,’”” and that there re-
mained a balance of $9.70 cts in the hands of the
Treasurer.’’

““A communication from the Grand Lodge direct-
ing that from and after the first day of Sept next,
the election of Officers of the Subordinate Lodges, be
held annually.”’

““On motion, Br Goulder Secty. be authorized to
collect all balances due the Lodge, and he be allowed
15 per cent for the same.”’

September 9, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 11

members & 5 visitors.
21
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Br Duke, Raised

A petition from the widow of Casper Graff, form-
erly a member of Lodge N° 2, for charity, was read
and brothers Golder, Griffith & Baker were apopinted
a committee to bestow the sum of five dollars if
found worthy. .

October 14, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 14
members & 3 visitors.

The sum of 10 Dollars was granted for Charity.

Br Winnemore, Expelled from the Lodge for non-
payment of dues, was restored to membership on
payment of the same, viz 16 Dollars.

It was during the month of October of this year 1816,
that an event took place in this city which was event-
ually to revert to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.
This was nothing less than the presentation by Wash-
ington’s Legatees to the Washington Benevolent So-
ciety of the Washington Masonic Apron which was em-
broidered by the Marquise De Lafayette, and pre-
sented to Bro. Washington by Bro. Lafayette during
his visit to Mount Vernon in 1784. How this priceless
Masonic Relic came into possession of the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania thirteen years later will be found
under its proper date.

November 11, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 17
members & 2 visitors.

(Br Carter) ‘“on request was excused from under-
going the usual’’ (examination) Crafted & Raised

Br Winnemore, Crafted.
22
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- ¢“On Motion, That each member who partakes of
refreshments shall pay 50 cts in addition to his
dues.”’

December 9, 1816.—Stated Meeting. Present 20
members & 14 visitors.

Members present who partook of the Supper 13 &
Visitors 14.

Brs O’Brien & McKeage, Teller, reported the fol-
lowing Officers elected. Isaac H. Griffith, W. M.
N. Stanley, 8. W. F. Nice, J. W. A. Lafitte, Secty
J. Burden, Treas".

At this time Lodge No 2 as well as the Fraternity
in general suffered a severe loss in the death of the
R. W. Grand Secretary Bro George A. Baker.

Brother George Adam Baker, who for many years
was one of the most active members of Lodge No. 2
and the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, serving as
R. W. Grand Secretary from 1797 to the time of his
decease, was born in Germantown, July 27, 1736;
died, Philadelphia, December 8, 1816. He was a
son of Hilarius Becker, a tutor in the old German-
town Academy (b. 1705 in Bernheim near Frankfurt,
d. June 23, 1783). In his early life he was in the
mercantile business near the Arch St. ferry, and
dealt in wine, spices, salt, tea, paper, shoes, glass-
ware, crockery, grain, etc. Later in life he became
a conveyancer with his office and dwelling at the
northeast corner of Fourth and Cherry Sts. (still

standing). He was a member of the City Councils
23
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1801-1803 and served as city treasurer, 1802-3,
1807-9, 1811-13.

Brother Baker was a citizen universally known
and respected. In dress and appearance he remained
true to the style of traditions of a gentleman of ‘‘ye
olden tyme.’’ He wore knee breeches, silk stockings,
shoes with silver buckles and a queune with powdered
hair.

Brother Baker received the first step in Free-
masonry within the tyled portals of Lodge No. 2,
June 29, 1779; crafted September 15, raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason, September 22 of
same year. December 13, 1779, he was elected secre- .
tary of his Lodge.

At the Annual Communication held December 2,
1816, mention was made of his illness and the office
was filled pro tem. by his son, Geo. A. Baker, jr. A
week later Brother Baker died. On the next day
following notice appeared in the papers:

GrAND LODGE OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Philadelphia, December 9, 1816.

The officers and members of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-
vania, the members of subordinate Lodges, and sojourning
Brethren are respectfully invited to meet at the Hall of the
Grand Lodge on Wednesday next precicely at 11 o’clock, in
the forenoon, for the purpose of proceeding from thence in
. procession to attend the funeral of our deceased Brother

George A. Baker,—late R. W. G. Secretary.
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N. B. The Brethren will as far as is convenient appear in
black, with aprons and gloves.

This Masonic funeral, according to contemporary
accounts, was one of the most imposing ever seen in
Philadelphia of a private citizen and attracted much
attention.

At the next meeting of the Grand Lodge it was re-
solved to erect a marble monument in his honor.

Brother Baker was buried in the new Lutheran
graveyard, then between Race and Vine, Eighth and
Franklin Streets. Some thirty years ago this ground
was sold and the remains scattered. No trace of
this memorial is now to be found.

Brother Baker left three sons, J. Hilary (b. 1779,
d. 1852), John Louis (b. 1781, d. 1847) and George
Adam, jr. (b. 1783, d. 1823), who succeeded his
father as Grand Secretary and also served until his
death. ’

December 12, 1816.—Adjourned Meeting. Present
6 members & 3 visitors.

W. M. J. W. & Secty, Installed

‘‘Resolved that the members of this Lodge, wear a
piece of Black Crape on the left Arm, on the nights
of meeting, for the space of six months, as a token
of respect for the memory of our late Worthy Br
The R. W. G. Secty. G. A. Baker, Sr. Esq.”’

December 18, 1816.—Adjourned Meeting. Present
7 members.

25
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By dispensation, M. Thompson, E. P. R.

Brs Barnes & Winnemore, Tellers, reported that
Br Barnes, duly elected S. W. in place of Br Stanley
who declined. S. W. & Treas". installed

Appointments made. J. Fearon, S. D. T Stone,
J.D. Norris Stanley, S. M. C.2 I. Patterson, J. M. C.
R. Allen & J. McKeage, Stewards Chas Schneider,
Tyler.

January 13, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 12
members & 7 visitors.

Committee on accounts, reported the Treasurer’s
account correct, and a balance of 28 cts due to him
by the Lodge.

Secretary’s Salary, 25 dollars per annum.

The sum of 5 dollars was granted for Charity.

Lodge closed in Harmony.

February 10, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 12
members & 22 visitors.

Visitors: Br. John Costello, N°, 19
Br. Jacob Alter, N°. 72 “ R. Taber, 14 N. P,
“ John Osborn, London, 47 “ M. Nisbet, 126
% Tho*. Foley, Dublin, 353 “ Jas. Loper, late 52
“ 'Wm, MecColin, 127 “ Jos. Keyser, F. C. 127
“ A. Tichenor, 71 “ Alexr. Wiley, 3
% Tho. O. Meux, 39 “ C. Wood, Mass. L. Boston
“ Bowen, Hiram Lodge “ Jas. Elliott, 139
“ Jer. Pickham, 1 N. P. “ P. D. Ogle, 91
“ John George, 19 “ F. Cooper, 130

“ D. M. MecGregor, 20 N. J. “ Richd. Tichenor, 67

Benj Harris, Entered. Br Winnemore, Raised.

2 Bro. Norris Stanley was an Inspector of Philadelphia County Prison
in 1810. For a full account of Bro. Stanley, vide Vol. II, pp. 358-359.
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March 10, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 12
members & 16 visitors

A petition for charity from B". Loeman was re-
ceived & read. On motion & seconded it was resolved
that B™. McKeage and Burden be a committee to
bestow three dollars on the petitioner. Similar peti-
tions from B™. N. Nunnely & D. Astley were read,
but the low state of our funds prevented our grantmg
any assistance

Br Griffith, W. M. resigned, he being about to
leave the City.

April 14, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 13 mem-
bers & 8 visitors,

Br Harris, Crafted

Br Winnemore, resigned, about to remove to Balti-
more.

On motion and seconded it was unanimously re-
solved that this Lodge apply to the R. W. G. Lodge
for permission to hold an election for a Master to
preside over this lodgé for the remainder of the term
for which the late Master B". J. H. QGriffiths was
elected.

May 12, 1817.— Stated Meeting. Present 14 mem-
bers & 19 visitors.

Visitors : Br. Edwd. Ireland, Neo. 67
Br. W, McCollin, 127 % Henry Erdman, 19
“ D. Saint, 127 “ Ch®. MecAllister, 139
¢ D. Culnan, 127 ¢ Pearson, 3
“ Issachar Price, 139 “ Jos. Keyser, 127
% Tho® Forsyth, 9 % Jn°. E. Denie, 181 N. Y.
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Br. J. B. Hutchinson, 128 Br. Henry A. Beach, 179, N. Y.
“ John Finn, 128 “ Jos. Turner, 11 N. J.

“ Aaron Tichenor, 71 “ Jas. Harper, Jr., 114.

¢ Robt. O’Neill, 128 “ 'Wm, Gibson, 128

A circular petition for charity from B*. Bob was
read, whereupon a committee consisting of brothers
Baker & O’Brien was appointed & ten dollars placed
in their hands for his relief if found worthy.

A similar petition from Br. N*. O’Connor was read
whereupon the sum of five dollars was granted & the
same committee appointed.

The sum of 15 Dollars was granted for Charity

Br Bell, Raised

May 30, 1817.—Extra Lodge. Present 7 members
& 8 visitors.

A dispensation from the R. W. G. Master author-
izing the officers & members of this Lodge to enter,
pass & raise to the sublime degree of a master mason,
Manuel Maria de los Palacios, if the same should
meet the approbation of this Lodge, was read, &
unanimously approved.

June 10, 1817.—Stated Meeting. = Present 14 mem-
bers & 15 visitors.

Br. Lafitte presented a bill for his services as
Secretary for the last six months, amounting to
$12.50, which was ordered to be paid. Tyler’s bill
presented & also ordered to be paid. Dues collected
& Lodge closed in harmony at 3 p. 9 o’clock.
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The sum of 10 Dollars was granted for Charity

July 14, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 8 mem-
bers & 7 visitors.

A communication from the R. W. Gr. Trea". was
read, requesting an early payment of the dues owing
by this Lodge to the R. W. G. Lodge.

The annual communication from the R. W. G. L.
was read & ordered to be deposited in the archives
of this Lodge.

August 11, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 5
members & 2 visitors. ‘

The Committee app*. in May last to relieve B™
O’Connor & Bob reported that they had given them
the money placed in their hands by the Lodge. B-
Baker having stated that the family of B*. M'. Brown,
a member who obtained some relief from this Lodge
in July last, were in want of pecuniary aid, it was
resolved that, as the funds of this Lodge were inade-
quate to give B® Brown’s family any assistance at
present, it might be useful for the presiding officer
of this Lodge to wait on the different lodges in the
city with a circular petition & and endeavor to obtain
some assistance for petitioner from the rest of the
fraternity.

September 8, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 11
members & 21 visitors.

The sum of 10 dollars was granted for Charity

October 13, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 10

members & 2 visitors.
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The committee having been appointed to relieve
M. Meara, reported verbally that Br. Meara, the
husband of the petitioner, was an expelled member
of Lodge N°. — and, therefore, not thinking them-
selves authorized to relieve her, they had returned
the money they had received from the Lodge, to the
Treasurer.

Br. Ed Warner, Elected a member.

November 10, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 15
members & 20 visitors.

The R. W. G. M. & R. W. G. Secty. visited the
Lodge.

“On motion, Resolved, that there be a Supper on
our next night of meeting, & that every member or
Br partaking of it, pay one dollar.’’

November 13, 1817.—Extra Meeting. Present 4
members.

Lewis Mallery, Entered

December 8, 1817.—Stated Meeting. Present 14
members & 25 visitors.

Br Mallery, Crafted & Raised

A circular petition for charity from B*. Bernardo
Castillo was read, whereupon a Committee consisting
of B McKeage, Bell & Lafitte was appointed and
ten dollars granted if found worthy.

An application for relief from M™ Graff was re-
ceived & five dollars placed with the same Committee

for the petitioner.
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The following elected. Br G. A. Baker, W. M.
F. Nice, S. W. T. Stone, J. W. A. Lafitte, Secty.
J. Burden, Treas".

December 11, 1817.—Adjourned Meeting. Present
6 members & 1 visitor.

Officers installed. Appointments made. Br E.
Warner, 8. D. E. Bell, J. D. Chas Schneider,
Tyler.

December 30, 1817.—Special Meeting, 2.30 O’Clock
P. M. Present 5 members & 4 visitors.

The F. C. L. was closed and a M. Mason’s lodge
was opened B". Anderson being introduced for the
third time was, according to ancient & honourable
form, raised to the sublime degree of a master mason,
returned thanks, received the benefit of a lecture,
and paid $35 for his init™, fee, $3 for Room & $1}
for Tyling, making a sum of $39. The Lodge then
closed in harmony at 4 o’clock.

January 12, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 10
members & 9 visitors.

‘Br Benj Harris, Raised

A circular petition for charity was received from
B* McConnell, whereupon B™. McKeage & Lafitte
were app*. a committee, and five dollars granted if
found worthy.

A similar petition was received from M™. Corry,
whereupon B™. Stone & Nice were appointed a com-
mittee, & five dollars placed in their hands for her

relief.
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February 9, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 13
members & 4 visitors.

The Lodge was honored by a visit from the R. W.
G. M. B. Newcomb, and the R. W. D. G. M. Joseph
Barnes, and the R. W. G. Secty. James Elliott.

The sum of 10 dollars was granted for Charity.

The folls. Breth*. contributed to the supper: Baker,
50; Maley, 50; Dixey, 50; Nice, 50; McGinnis, 50;
Cogill, 50; Stone, 50; Hamilton, 50; Burden, 50.

B Burden stated that M™. Kean, widow of B" Kean,
late Sec” of this Lodge was in distress. B™ Cut-
bush, Burden & O’Brien were app?. a Com**. & $5
placed in their hands for her relief. A circular
petition for charity from B". F. Weiland was read
whereupon B™. Nice, Stone & Coxe were app® a com-
mittee & $5 placed in their hands.

March 9, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 13 mem-
bers & 13 visitors.

Joseph Strieby, Entered

Br Jacob Janssen, Elected a member ‘‘was intro-
duced and paid his adjoining fee of 5 dollars.”’

A circular petition for charity from M™. Hartman,
widow of David, was read, whereupon B™. Allen,
Burden & Lafitte were app® a com** & ten dollars
granted if found worthy.

Br Wm Warner, Resigned

Aprid 13, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 11 mem-

bers & 19 visitors.
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Br Strieby, Crafted. Br Mallery, Resigned

A communication was read from the G. Treasurer
to Lodge N°. 2 requesting the payment of the dues
owing by this Lodge to the G. Lodge of Pennsylvania,
whereupon on motion & seconded, resolved that the
said dues be discharged as soon as possible.

B'. Mallory presented a petition to withdraw from
this Lodge immediately, as his business would not
allow him to wait the time required by our By-Laws,
which was granted on payment of his dues.

A letter was read, addressed to the Worshipful
Master of this lodge, from an officer of Lodge N°.
152, held at Easton, Pennsylvania, containing several
charges against B*. Nicholas Beams, a member of
Lodge N° 2, whereupon a committee consisting of
B™. Sommer, Burden & Lafitte was appointed to en-
quire into the case & report thereon.

May 11, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 11 mem-
bers & 11 visitors.

The sum of 5 dollars was granted for Charity

Br Beams, Crafted

A communication was read from Nova Cazsarea
Harmony Lodge N°. 2, Cincinnati, addressed to the
Worshipful Master of Lodge N°. 2, stating that B-.
Jn°. R. Fletcher, late W. M. of St. John’s Lodge,
Baltimore, had been gnilty of unmasonic conduect, and
requesting the brethren to guard against imposition.

June 8, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 9 mem-

bers & 5 visitors.
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Brs Strieby & Beams, Raised

Br Beams being also introduced received in like
manner the same degree & withdrew. On motion it
was resolved that the returning of thanks &c be dis-
pensed with.

The committee appointed last stated meeting to
relieve M™ Hughes reported that they had given her
five dollars.

July 8, 1818.—Special Lodge. Present 4 members.

A Master Mason’s lodge opened in ancient &
solemn form at 7} o’clock P. M. A dispensation was
received and read from the R. W. G. M. of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania authorizing the W. M. of
this Lodge to pass Bro. Edmund Roberts, late a
member of Lodge No. 109, held at St. Genevieve,
Missouri Terr’. to the Chair in Lodge No. 2, when
Bro. Roberts was passed to the Chair in the presence
of Past Masters only.

July 13, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 4 mem-
bers & 4 visitors.

A Letter was received from the Grand Treas’. &
is as follows: ‘‘Worshipful Sir & Brother—Since my
last communication I have the pleasure to say that
many of the Lodges have paid considerable sums on
acc'. of their dues, there yet however remain some
who are in arrears, probably more owing to inad-
vertance than to any other cause I therefore take

the liberty of calling your attention to the balance,
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as stated at foot, due from the respectable lodge over
which you preside & am very resp’. yours (signed)
Jos. S. Lewis, Grand Treas’. Philad*. June 15" 1818
—4$158.40 W. M. Lodge N°. 2.”

August 10, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 6
members.

A communication was received from B Baker,
R. W. G. Secretary cautioning the lodge not to ad-
mit, as a visitor, a person named Lorenzo Bodons, an
Italian, said to be a Spaniard

A motion was made by B*. Nice, which was carried,
to grant M™. Biglow, widow of B". Biglow, formerly
a member of this lodge, a certificate to show that
her husband was in good standing at the time he
withdrew from the institution.

September 14, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 11
members 1 visitor.

The sum of 5 dollars was granted for Charity

September 21, 1818.—Extra Meeting, 3.30 O’Clock
P. M. Present 10 members.

By dispensation, Thomas Jones, Entered, Passed
& Raised.

October 12, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 10
members & 7 visitors.

By dispensation, Br Peter George, Passed to the
Chair. '

Paul A. Oliver, Entered.

The sum of 20 dollars was granted for Charity.
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November 9, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Br Oliver,
Passed & Raised.

December 14, 1818.—Stated Meeting. Present 13
members & 9 visitors.

Brs O’Brien & Webster, Tellers, reported the fol-
lowing Officers elected. Br G. A. Baker, W. M.
J. McKeage, S. W. T. Stone, J. W. A. Lafitte
Secty. J. Burden, Treas’. Who were duly installed.

The R. W. G. M. Bayse Newcomb, and the R. W.
D. G. Secty. N. R. Potts, honored the Lodge with a
visit.”?

January 11, 1819.—Stated Meeting. Present 8
members & 6 visitors.

W. M. appointed Benj Harris, S. D. Joseph
Streiby, J. D. Chas Schneider, Tyler.

‘‘Committee on accounts, reported the accounts of
the Treasurer correct, and a balance of 62 dollars and
45 cts due to him.”’

““The W. M. stated for the information of the
Brethren, that in the year 1798, on the recommenda-
tion of the Grand Committee of charity, to the dif-
ferent Lodges in the City of Philadelphia, the sum of
fifty guineas was subscribed for the purpose of pur-
chasing perpetual shares in the Philadelphia Dis-
pensary. That Lodge No 2 subscribed and paid
ten guineas towards this laudable object. That with
the fifty guineas thus subscribed, Ten shares were
purchased, and the Certificate for the same issued in

the name of the Grand Lodge.
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That, between two & thre years since, when the
Northern & Southern Dispensaries were established,
the managers of the Philadelphia Dispensary ad-
dressed a letter to the Grand Lodge, stating that the
great increase of patients of latter years, had made
it impracticable to continue its medical assistance
and attention to patients out of the city; that two
new Dispensaries had been formed one in the North-
ern Liberties & in Southwark, that as they could not
meet the expectations of the Grand Lodge, they ex-
pressed a wish to return the whole of the money
which had been subscribed. A resolution was then
passed by the Grand Lodge authorizing the Grand
Treasurer to receive the said sum of fifty guineas,
who accordingly received it from the Dispensary.
That on the 5th day of October last a resolution was
passed by the Grand Lodge directing the Grand
Treasurer to credit such of the Lodges who had sub-
seribed towards the Dispensary, as should apply for
it, in their accounts with the Grand Lodge, for the
several sums by them respectively paid.”’

“On Motion made & Seconded, Resolved, that the
application be made to the Grand Treasurer to credit
this Lodge in their account with the Grand Lodge
with the sum of Ten guineas subscribed towards the
Philadelphia Dispensary.’’

" BrJ oseph Harrison, Resigned.
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February 8, 1819.—Stated Meeting.

Members:

Br.Geo. A. Baker...W.M. Visitors:

“ Jas. McKeage ....S8.W. Br. Saml. Bispham 72
" # Thos. Stone ...:.J.W.$..50 “ A. Tillinghast, 115.

“ A. Lafitte ...... Secry. et alii

¢ Jos. Burden Treas. ..50

“ Fk. Nice «...coocvnnn

“ Oliver,........... 50

% Jas, Cuthbush.........

% Nichs Beams.......... 1«

“ Benjm. Harris ....... 1 «

% John Anderson ...... 6. «

$9.50 pd Treasr.

An E. A. L. was opened in anct. form at 1/2 p/6
O’clock, and the minutes of the last stated meeting
were read and approved.

A petition for charity was read from Br. Wm. Farrer
a member of this Lodge, recommended by Brs. Nice &
Lafitte, on which a committee consisting of Brs. Cut-
bush, Burden & McKeage was apped., & ten dollars
granted, if found worthy.

A similar one frm Br. Isaac Story was also read &
ordered to lie over.

On motion & seconded, Resolved, that the care of
those members who were especially notified to pay off
their dues on this evening be deferred till the next
stated meeting & that the Secry. send them information
of this resolution.

Dues collected, Tylers bill ordered to be paid & Lodge

closed in harmony at 9 o’clock.
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March 8, 1819.—Stated Meeting.

Members :

Br.G. A. Baker, W.M...$...50 Visitors:
“ Btone ........cvevveennn 50  Br. Charles Egner ......... 172
“ Nit@ veveeeenrnnnnnnnens “ « T, Mussing ............. do
“ Lafitte ....ocovvueennnnn “ “ 8. Kearney ............ 127
“ Catbush .............. 8.50 « Thos. P. Alten. ......... 160
:: Jansson .............. “u ¢« Adam S. Kuhn, 1 New York
) Webster ............... 50 « Hugh Johnston, 1 Wilmington
Beams ...........00.0nn 50 “ Joseph Pogue ......... do
“ Pd Treas. $1050 “ W. Weaver ............. 67
“ Geo. Franse ............ do
“A Wile .o.oovvviinnnn. do
“ A. Tiehenoi ............ p!
“ Jas, Elliott ............ 1.58

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 7 o’clock
& the Minutes of the last stated meeting were read &
approved.

A petition for initiation was read from Mr. Frederick
Wilhelm, cabinet maker, residing in Third Street be-
tween Noble & Green Sts. age 29 years & a committee
appointed consisting of Bros. Sommer Nice & Jansson
to inquire into his character.

A petition was read from Bro. Norris Stanley pray-
ing to withdraw from this Lodge & ordered to be over,
according to the By-Laws.

A letter was read from Bro. Thos. Solter requesting
the Lodge would wait for his dues until next stated
meeting, being unable to attend this evening, on ac-
count of a funeral having taken place in the family.
On motion & seconded it was resolved that the said

request be granted.
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On motion & seconded it was resolved that Bros.
Wm. Ruff & Edward Coxe be struck off the list of
members, unless they discharge their arrearages agree-
ably to the by-laws.

Bro. Anthony Lafitte requested this Lodge would
be pleased to recommend him to the Arch which was
granted.

Dues collected, Tyler’s bill ordered to be paid, &
Lodge closed in harmony at 9 o’clock.

As stated in the minutes, Lodge No. 2, on the evening
of March 8, 1819, closed in harmony at nine o’clock.
Little did the brethren think as they walked out on
Chestnut Street and separated for their homes that
that meeting was to be the last lodge meeting held and
regularly closed within the beautiful Masonic Hall de-
gigned and built by Bro. Strickland, at that time the
most ornate and beautiful Masonic building upon the
American continent, and perhaps second to none in the
old world, or that within twenty-four hours the interior
fittings and the graceful spire surmounting the hall
would fall a victim to the devouring flames and be re-
duced to ashes.
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MASONIC HALL, DESTRUCTION BY FIRE, MARCH 9, 1819.
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CHAPTER XXITII.
A PusLic CavramiTy, 1819-1820

UESDAY, March 9, 1819, opened dark and
overcast; a typical March day with cold
winds and snow. The night was dark and
disagreeable. The Masonic Hall, however,
stood in bright light with strains of musie

from the dancing party in the salon on the first floor.
The Brethren of Washington Lodge, No. 59, A. Y. M.,
had assembled in the Grand Lodge Room on the second
floor, it being the night for their stated meeting. The
Lodge was duly opened, the minutes read, a petition
was reported and the result of a favorable ballot was
announced by the Worshipful Master, when the Lodge
was thrown into consternation by the cry of fire
throughout the hall. This was heightened by the deep
tones of the State House bell, calling out the fire ap-
paratus and citizens with their leather fire buckets,
together with the clanging of the bells on the arriving
hose carts. The fire, which, it is supposed, originated

in one of the chimney flues leading from the ball room
41



1730 — Freemasonry in Pennsplvania —1007

on the first floor, quickly ate its way to the roof, illu-
minating the sky. The progress of the fire was rapid.
The elegant steeple was soon ablaze. The ringing of
the fire bells throughout the city brought all the various
fire apparatus to the scene which was composed of
volunteer companies together with an immense con-
course of the citizens, many of whom bewailed the
destruction of one of the chief ornaments of the city.

The fire made such rapid progress that the Brethren
of Washington Lodge, meeting in the Grand Lodge
room on the second floor, had not time to close the
Lodge without risking the lives of the brethren. All,
however, escaped in safety, without however saving
- any of the property of the Lodge. The first ‘‘Book of
Transactions’’ and all the records from 1793 to 1806,
the aprons painted by Woodside with much other prop-
erty of the Lodge, was destroyed.

The citizens and firemen worked well into the night,
and it was long after midnight before the fire was
under control, and all danger from extending to ad-
joining properties passed. ’

When the sun rose upon the next day, there was
nothing left of the venerated pile but the gray walls and
the smoking ruins of the interior.

Fortunately the masonry of the walls was still intact,
and, upon subsequent examination, it was found that
they were unharmed by the conflagration and still serv-
iceable. Steps were immediately taken towards re-

building the hall, which was accomplished without,
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however, replacing its chief ornament, the beautiful
spire, which had capped the original building.

Following are some of the newspaper accounts of the
calamity, and the subsequent action taken towards the
rebuilding of the Masonic Hall:

Philadelphia, Wednesday Morning, March 10, 1819.
A PUBLIC CALAMITY.

Yesterday evening, that superb edifice, the MASONIC
HALL, situated in Chestnut-street, between Seventh and
Eighth streets, fell a prey to the devouring Flames. This ele-
gant building, reared by the piety of faithful Brethren, was
one of the ornaments that graced our city. To the whole com-
munity, the loss is great, but most particularly so to the Ma-
sonic Fraternity—their loss is immense; but this is not all; .
their means of usefulness, from this extensive calamity, are, in
a great measure, cut off :—pursuing an extended system of
love and benevolence, unknown to the world, agreeably to that
divine precept of our Lorp, which says, ‘‘But when thou doest
alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth;"’
Oh how often, often, often, have they dried up the tears of the
Widow and the Orphan; while the aged, the afflicted, the sick,
and the dying, to whom they have administered comfort and
consolation, have blessed them. To behold themselves stopped
short in their labours of love, pungently adds to their calamity.
Their loss is indeed the greater, as it will cause the tears of
the Orphan, the Widow, and the Desolate, to flow, which it
was their greatest pleasure to assuage.

It i3 indeed a public calamity!

It is believed that the fire originated from one of the chim-

neys in the Ball-room below, which bursted, after the com-

pany had assembled.
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Lodge, No. 59, had assembled up-stairs, it being their stated
night, and had barely time to make their escape, so rapid was
the progress of the flames. The elegant Steeple, which orna-
mented the building, when half-consumed, broke in two, and
fell on the roof, without damaging the adjacent buildings.

‘We feel overwhelmed by the present calamity, which we are
sure will be felt by all good men.

Philadelphia, Thursday Mornming, March 11, 1819,

MASONIC NOTICE.

Philadelphia, March 11th, 1819.
All Masonic Brethren residing in the City and County of
Philadelphia, are requested to meet at the Washington Hall,
this morning, (Thursday,) at 10 o’clock.
By order of the R. W. Grand Master,
' GEORGE A. BAKER,
Grand Secretary.

Philadelphia, Friday Morning, March 12, 1819.

The assemblage of Masons yesterday, at the Washington
Hall, was very numerous ; much more so indeed than the most
sanguine expectations could have anticipated, considering the
shortness of the notice, and the inclemency of the day. Brother
the Rev. Dr. Rogers, Grand Chaplain, opened the meeting by
2 most impressive Prayer to the Throne of Grace, in which the
crowd of Brethren present appeared to join with heart-felt
devotion. He was followed by Brother Saml. F. Bradford,
Past Grand Master, who, in a strain of eloquence, not often
equalled, took a retrospect of the past, and, pointing to the
" future, urged the Brethren not to weary in well-doing, but to
persevere to the end. The heart of every Mason present, re-
sponded to the voice—and ‘‘ONWARDS, ONWARDS, ONWARDS,’’
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with Faith, and Hope, and Charily, to guide our steps, was
the solemn determination of every faithful Brother.

MASONIC MEETING.

At a general meeting of the Masons residing in the City and
County of Philadelphia, held in pursuance of public notice,
at the Washington Hall, in the City of Philadelphia, on Thurs-
day, the 11th March, 1819, at 11 o’clock in the forenoon. The
Grand Master being prevented by indisposition from attend-
ing, and the Deputy Grand Master being absent from the City,
the Senior Grand Warden,

THOMAS ELLIOTT, Esq. (as Grand Master) presided,

and

GEORGE A. BAKER, (the Grand Secretary) acted as Sec-

retary.

The meeting was opened with prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Wil-
liam Rogers, Grand Chaplain.

The Chairman stated, that the Hall of the Grand Lodge,
having been consumed by fire, on the evening of the 9th in-
stant, a meeting of the Masonic Brethren residing within the
city and county of Philadelphia, had been convened this day,
for the purpose of devising means to increase the funds of the
Grand Lodge, to enable them to rebuild their edifice.

Past Grand Master Samuel F. Bradford, delivered an ele-
gant and appropriate address to the Brethren on the occasion
which had collected them together, and offered the following
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted, to wit:

Resolved, That a subscription be now opened for the pur-
pose of raising the funds of the Grand Lodge, to enable them
to construct a suitable edifice, in which to hold the meetings
of the Grand and Subordinate Liodges.

Resolved, That the R. W. Grand Master appoint a Com-

46



1730 — Freemasonry in Pennsylvania — 1907

mittee, to consist of three members from each Lodge, meeting
in the City and County of Philadelphia, for the purpose of
collecting subscriptions from Masons, for the rebuilding of the
Masonic Hall; that the Committee so appointed, be desired
immediately to meet and proceed at once to accomplish the
object entrusted to them, and to pay over the monies collected
to the Grand Treasurer: and that the said Committee be au-

thorized to receive such contributions, as our benevolent Fel-
low Citizens, who are not Masons, may think proper to make.

The following Brethren were then appointed a Committee
for the above purpose:
Lodge No. 2. Joseph Burden, Dr. John Sommer, Anthony
Lafitte.
3. Robert De Silver, Solomon Allen, William M‘Corkle.
9. William Wray, John Wilson, Patrick M‘Guigan.

19. Richard Mackey, Samuel Beatty, James Maxwell.

51. Joseph T. Clement, Frederick V. Krug, James M‘Alpin.

52. John Thomas, Benjamin Molineaux, George W. Jones.

59. James Forsyth, Thomas M‘Lean, George Curry.

67. William Weaver, Andrew Hooten, Samuel Webb.

71. John Darragh, Charles Schnider, Giles M‘Dowell.

72. Joseph Blame, Jacob Alter, George Burgen.

73. P. R. Branu, Destouet Follin, —— Laussar.

91. Henry G. Freeman, Daniel L. Peck, John Thompson.
102. Mahlon Dungan, Thomas W. Duffield, Samuel Denny.
114. Hénry Benner, James Harper, jr. Peter Benner.

115. Thomas Burrows, Henry Stiles, Nicholas Tillinghast.

121. Robert Toland, George Mox:rison, Isaac Levis.

125. Charles W. Westphall, William Mayweg, Henry
Riesch.

126. Benjamin Sharpnack, John C. Tillinghast, Samuel
Durborrow. ’

127. Israel Young, George Dannaker, Francis Savoy.
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128. John Smith, Stacy Fowler, John Jones.

130. Henry Horn, Peter Perpignan, George Gloninger.

131. Alphonso C. Ireland, Cornelius Stevenson, Anthony
Fannen.

134. Jacob Mechlin, Benj. R. Vanhook, Peter Williamson.

139. Christopher Kreible, David H. Mason, James Redman.

155. William Mandry, Isaac Avery, Levi Anker.

158. John D. Ferguson, Alva Mason, John W. Kelly.

160. Charles A. Droz, Peter Bouneuill, Ylair F. Deluy.

Resolved, That the Brethren now assembled, will individ-
ually exert themselves in promoting the object contained in
the foregoing resolutions.

A letter addressed to the Grand Master, was received and
read, from Brother Victor Pepin, Manager of the Olympic
Theatre, offering to appropriate, towards rebuilding the Ma-
sonic Hall, the proceeds of a benefit to take place at the said
Theatre, on Monday next. When, on motion,

Resolved, That the offer of Brother Victor Pepin be ac-
cepted, and that the thanks of this meeting be presented to
him for his very liberal and benevolent offer.

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to
Robert Wharton, Esquire, Vice-President of the Washington
Benevolent Society, and the Hall Committee, for their polite-
ness in offering the Grand Saloon, and other rooms of the
Hall, for the accommodation of the present meeting.

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to
the different fire and hose companies, and to our fellow-citizens
generally, for the promptitude with which they repaired to
our assistance, on the night of the conflagration.

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be pub-
lished.

THOMAS ELLIOTT, Chairman.
GEORGE A. BAKER, Secretary.
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At a meeting of the Grand Officers, held in the afternoon of
the 11th March, 1819.

A letter from Messrs. Warren and Wood, Managers of the
Philadelphia Theatre, addressed to the Grand Master, was
received, containing an offer to give a benefit, the proceeds of
which should be appropriated to aid the funds of the Grand
Lodge in rebuilding their Hall. Which offer was accepted,
and it was ordered that the thanks of the Grand Officers be
respectfully returned to Messrs. Warren and Wood, on behalf
of the Grand Lodge, for their kind and affectionate attention.

GEORGE A. BAKER,
Grand Secretary.

Meeting of the Trustees of the Masonic Loans, March 11, 1819.

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Masonic Loans, this day
convened in consequence of the recent calamitous destruction
of the Grand Lodge—Present, Charles Biddle, Edward Burd,
Stephen Girard, Thomas M‘Euen, and the Grand Officers.

The meeting, with a view to relieve any anxiety entertained
by the holders of the stock of the Masonic Loans, resolved to
publish the following statement, viz.

The amount of the Loan is $66,000
Towards the payment of which, is the Sinking Fund,

amounting to $15,088
The sum insured on the Lodge, $20,000

And the lot on Chestnut-street, with the remains of

the building, which are estimated to be more than

equal to the balance.

It is believed that the sum insured on the Lodge, aided by
such collections as may be obtained from the Masonic family,
and others, will be sufficient to re-construct the building in
its former elegance, and that the present resources of the
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Grand Lodge are such as will insure a continuance of their
usual punctual discharge of the interest.

CHARLES BIDDLE, President.
GEORGE A. BAKER, Secretary.

So great was the interest taken by the general public in this
great calamity which overtook the Brethren, that a large
painting was at once made of the scene upon the fateful night,
for the purpose of having an engraving made of the con-
flagration.

The blazing hall, adjoining buildings and background was
painted by Samuel Jones, a local artist, while the figures and
mise-en-scene were painted in by J. L. Krimmell, a noted
figure painter, then living in Philadelphia. This picture not
only gives some idea of the commotion and excitement at the
time, but also shows the different type of costumes worn by
both the citizen and Volunteer Firemen of the day. The dif-
ferent fire engines in action throwing the gallery stream upon
the burning building are faithfully portrayed; even the
names of several of the fire Companies on the hats, such as
Dilligent, Hand-in-hand, Hibernia and Harmony, can be
made out. One of the most interesting figures in the group is
the Secretary, Nicholas O’Connor of Washington Lodge, No.
59, carrying out some of the properties of the Lodge; prom-
inent among which is the Bible in his arm and the large brass
key of the Hall in his hand.

Asg soon as this painting was finished, it was turned over to
J. Hill, who engraved the scene upon a copper plate, meas-
uring 21}’ X 17} inches; so rapidly did he work that the plate
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was finished in a little over two months time. The prints
were published by Kennedy and West at No. 72 (old number)
Chestnut Street.

The plate was dedicated by the publishers to the Volunteer
Fire and Hose Companies.

In the archives of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania there
are several original impressions from this plate.

It will not be amiss at this time to give a short contemporary
description of this building, which at that time was said to be
the ‘‘Most beautiful Masonick Temple erected since the days -
of Solomon.”’ viz:—

The design was adopted by the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-
vania, Nov. 21, A. D. 1808, and the foundation stone laid in
masonick form in the northeast corner of the building on the
17th of April, 1809, at 8 O’clock in the morning.

The building measures in front from east to west 82 feet,
and in breath from north to south 69. It stands from the
portae or gateways (which are immediately upon the line of
the street) 50 feet, a distance calculated to exhibit its general
effect at. one view.

The brick work in front is supported by buttresses of parti-
coloured marble, enriched with niches for statues, which are
capped by triangular pinnacles, and connected together by an
embattled parapet, coped with marble.

The principal entrance into the hall is by a large and ele-
gant flight of steps, occupying the whole space between the
two centre buttresses; through a door-way with raised panels
of curled maple, the jambs splayed and ornamented with elus-

tered reeds, over which is a circular window 4 feet in diameter,
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enriched with tracery which admits light to the vestibule.
The frontispiece on either side of the door is composed of
columns and wainscoting supporting triangular pinnacles or-
namented with tracery.

The windows on each side of the centre buttresses are di-
vided by mullions into three compartments, which divaricate
from the springing, and terminate in the crown of the arch.

The part of the front between two centre buttresses, being
rough cast, and the most ornamented part of the building,
gives the brick work on either side the effect of wings (al-
though upon the same plane) which breaks the line of same-
ness, and produces a beautiful contrast.

The steeple is built of wood in stories, and rises out of the
roof in the centre of the building; its whole height from the
ground being 180 feet. The first story is 20 feet square, with
clustered columns on the corners, surmounted by a cornice
and embattled parapet. ,

The second story is 14 feet square with one column upon
each corner, also surmounted by & cornice and embattled
parapet, ornamented with niches and windows on all sides.
Within the battlements of this story, springs an octagonal
spire, capped by a ball, cardinal points, square, and com-
passes, &e. )

The building was designed by Brother William Strickland,
architect, and executed by Brother John Darrah, master
builder, under the immediate direction of the following
brethren, composing a building committee, viz:—George A.
Baker, P. Le Barbier Duplessis, Richard Tybout, Thomas

Passmore.
51



1730 — Freemasontry in Pennsylvania— 1907

After the destruction of the hall by fire on the night
of March 9, 1819, the Brethren at once sought another
meeting place, so that the meetings of the Grand Lodge
and the various subordinate lodges could be held upon
their regular stated nights. The Washington Benev-
olent Society at once offered the use of their hall to
the Grand Lodge. The offer was accepted and, as
before stated, the preliminary meetings were there
held towards arrangements for rebuilding the de-
stroyed hall.

On the morning succeeding the destruction of the
Masonic Hall the members of the Hall Committee re-
paired to the spot, and in the performance of their duty
secured and put into a place of safe deposit, all the
effects they could obtain of any value; then, agreeably
to the order of the R. W. Grand Master, they imme-
diately went in search of a suitable place in which the
Grand and Subordinate Lodges might hold their future
meetings; and of the many situations viewed none ap-
peared so eligible, convenient or reasonable as to terms
as ‘‘the Old Masonic Hall,”’ the Old Lodge room of
which they have obtained.

In their report the Hall Committee state that the
committee likewise obtained a lease, and for the same
purposes, the Old Banqueting and Royal Arch Rooms.,
And that, agreeably to the order received from the R.
W. G. M., the committee appointed ‘‘Suitable persons
to survey and report on the New Hall, &c., whose re-

port thereon is herewith presented.’’
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The Documents stating the terms on which_the Grand
Lodge hold their present tenure, as also the Vouchers for
sundry disbursements made and the Lease of John Snyder,
securing quiet possession of the premises, in whole or in part,
for one or more years, Your Committee are not at present
able to present, having been almost without intermission en-
gaged in the performance of other important and pressing
duties growing out of the late serious calamity. They will,
however, soon be enabled to report at length on the foregoing
subjects.

- And as in purchasing the lease of this room from Doctor
Roussean it was Stipulated that he should be reimbursed the
sum of Three Hundred Dollars expended by him, (including
One Hundred and twenty five dollars being Six Months rent
he had paid in advance) the Committee respectfully request
that the R. W. Grand Lodge will direct the same to be paid
to Doc. Rousseau on the full and complete Assignment to the
@. Lodge of his right and title to this room, for the time
being. They beg leave also to suggest that all of that part of
the property which has been or may be saved from the ruins,
which may prove to be so materially injured by fire as to be
of no use in this, or in the construction of the New Hall, be
sold at Public Auction.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Phila., March 16, A. L. 5819,

(Sign’d) ‘‘FREDERICK ERRINGER, Char.
‘“Hall Committee.”’
““Jos. F. CLEMENT, Secy.’’

‘Which Report was adopted.

Thus on the evening of Tuesday, March 16, the Grand
Lodge assembled in a Grand Special Communication:

in their former home on Filbert Street.
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The next Stated Meeting of Lodge No. 2 was held
Monday evening, April 12, 1819, in the hall on the south
side of Filbert Street, west of Eighth Street, which had
been abandoned by the Grand Lodge in 1811, when the
Chestnut Street Hall was completed and dedicated.

‘After the destruction of the Hall by fire, a period
of depression set in, when the number of active mem-
bers of Lodge No. 2 dwindled down to ten or twelve
and the funds of the Lodge were not sufficient for its
maintenance. It was in this emergency when a num-
ber of brethren, principally from Lodge No. 67, came
to the rescue, and by their labor and example restored
the oldest Liodge in the Jurisdiction once more to a
state of vigor and prosperity.!

StaTep MEETING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. Ms., MoNDAY EVENING,
Arrmn 12, 1819,

Members Present: Visitors:

Bro Geo. A. Baker, W. M. 50 Br.Myers
Jas. McKeage, 8. W. ¢ ¢« MecKoy

% Thos. Stone, J. W. 50 ¢ Mathias Benner 139
“ A, Lafitte, Seery. “ % Robt Barrett 128
“ Jos. Burden, Treas, “ ¢ Stacy Fowler do
“ T. Nice “
% J. Jansson, Ds. 50
“ B. Harris 50
“ Js. Webster 50 .
“ Wm Simon 50

Br. Carter sent $5.00

Br. ¥/ Wilhelm, on acet
of initon. $20.00

Br. Jansson’s dues pd Bulto. 4.50
$32.50 paid Treas.

1Cf. ¢‘Centennial Anniversary of Lodge No. 2, A, Y. M., Phlladelphia,
1858,”" p. 8.
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An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 7§ o’clock
& the minutes of last meeting were read & approved.

The Committee appointed last stated meeting on the
petition of Mr. Frederick Wilhelm reported favourably
whereupon he was balloted for & unanimously appd.

The Candidate being in waiting was introduced, and .
agreeably to ancient form, initiated into the first degree
of Masonry, and having returned thanks he received
the usual instructions. & paid twenty dollars on ac-
count of his initiation fee.

The Secretary informed the Lodge that Br. Ruff had
paid him the amount of dues he owed to this Lodge.

The Dues were collected & the Lodge closed in Har-
mony at } before Nine o’clock.

A. LarrTe, Secry.

SraTep MrETING, LopGE No. 2/ A. Y. M. M., MoNDAY EVENING,

May 10, 1819
Members Present: Visitors:
Bro Geo. A. Baker, W. M. $%50 Bro. Danneuberg 125
Thos. Stone, 8. W. “ J. W. Harris 52
“ T, Nice, J. W. “ J. Subers 155
“ A. Lafitte, Secy. “ Henry Heffer 43
“ Burden, Treas. 60 “ W.R. Wather 147
“ Jannson 50
“ Beams 50
% Harris 50
$2.50

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 4 p. 7
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O’clock. The minutes of the last stated meeting were
read and approved.

The Annual Communication from the R. W. Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania was read, ordered to be en-
tered on the minutes.

An acet of the dues owing by this Lodge to R. W.
Grand Lodge amounting to $184.10 was read & ordered
to be paid.

The dues were collected & Lodge closed in harmony
at 8% o’clock.

i A. Larrrre, Secretary.

StaTED MEETING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. M. M., MoNDAY EVENING,

JUNE 147H, 1819.
Members Present : Visitors:

Br.G. A. Baker, W. M. Br. John C. Herman 127
“ F. Nice, B. W. “ Jno. Curry 59
% Ns. Tillinghast vis, JW.P.T. ¢ Nichs 0’Connor 59
“ A, Lafitte, Secry.

“ Forsythe, S. D.

“ Wile, J. D. vis.

An E. A, L. was opened in due form at 8 o’clock &
the Minutes of the last stated meeting were read & ap-
proved.

There -being no business before the Lodge, the
Tyler’s bill was read & ordered to be paid, & the Lodge
closed in harmony at 20 minutes past eight o’clock.

A. LarirTE, Secry.
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StaTeED MEETING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. Ms.,, MoNDAY EVENING,
Jury 12, 1819.

Members Present: Visitors:

Br. Geo. A. Baker, W. M. §1 Br. C. Dannenberg 125
% Thos Stone, S. W. “ 50 ¥ “ Tillinghast 15
¢ F. Nice, J. W. “ o« “ E. T. Weaver 50
“ A. Lafitte, Seery. “ u % ¢ Thompson
# Jos. Burden, Treasr. « ¢
¢ J. Jansson, S. D. 1 «

“ « Wile (vis) J.D. « «
“ F. Wilhelm 5 «

pd Treasr.  $7.50

An E. A, L. op. in anct. form at 8 o’clock. The
Minutes of the last stated night were read & approved.
Br. Wilhelm was examined in open Lodge on the E. A.
Degree & found worthy of being further advanced.
The E. A. L. was closed & a F. C. L. was opened. Br.
Wilhelm was introduced & passed to the degree of a
fellow craft. A. petition for membership was read
from Br. Emmor, T. Weaver, a master mason, formerly
of Lodge No. 50, held at West Chester, and a committee
consisting of Brs. Burden, Lafitte & Nice was appointed
to inquire into the character of the petitioner. The
dues were collected, Tyler’s bill ordered to be paid &
Lodge closed in Harmony at 9 o’clock.

A. LarirTE, Secry.

StaTep MeETING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. Ms., MoNDAY EVENING,
Ava. 9, 1819.
Members Present: Visitors:
Br. Geo. A. Baker, W. M. $“ 50  Br. Tichenor.
“ James McKeage, S, W, ¢ ¢ % Tillinghast.
“ Thos. Stone, J. W. % 50 ¢ Parry.
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Members Present: Visitors:

Br: A. Laffitte, Secy. $ Br. E. Haydock.
¢ Joseph Burden, Treas. 1 “ &e. &e.
¢ Jacob Jansson 50
“ Fh. Wilhelm, balance
of inton. 10.¢
% Emmor T. Weaver “ ou
$12.50 Paid Treasurer.

An, E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at } past
7 o’clock and the last stated meeting were read & ap-
proved. The Committee appointed to inquire into the
character of Br. E. T. Weaver, an applicant for mem-
bership reported favourably upon which he was bal-
loted for & unanimously elected. He was then intro-
duced returned thanks & took his seat accordingly.

Br. Wilhelm a F. C. having expressed a wish of being
further advanced in Masonry, the Lodge dispensed with
his examination & proceeded to close the E. A. L.

All who were not Master Masons having withdrawn,
a M. M. L. was opened in due form. Bro. Wilhelm was
introduced and according to ancient form, raised to the
sublime degree of a Master Mason. He then received
the usual instructions and having returned thanks paid
Ten Dollars, the balance of his initiation fee.

The Dues were collected, Tyler’s bill ordered to be
paid & the Lodge closed in Harmony at } before Nine
o’clock. )

A, LarrrTR, Secry.
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StaTED MEETING, LoDGE No. 2, A. Y. Ms.,, MonpAY EvVENING,
SeprEMBER 13, 5819.

Members Present: Visstors:

Br. Geo. A. Baker, W. M. $“ 50  Br. Owen Sheridan 126
“ F. Nice, S. W. P. T. “ Justinian F. Davis 67
“ Grant (vis) J. W. “ James Eps. 158
“ A. Lafitte, Seery. % Levi Ancker 155
“ J. Burden, Treasr. “ 50 % Saml. Withey 9
“ ¥. Wilhelm “ John Fraser 52
% J. Jansson 50 % Benedict Tibbals 158
“ B. Harris “ Jacob Wagner - 114
“ Emmor T. Weaver 1873 ¢ Elias Tibbals 158

$3.374 pd. Treas.
“ W. H. Frankland 67

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 3 p 7
o’clock & the minutes of the last stated meeting were
read & approved. There being no business, the dues
were ordered to be collected, & the Lodge closed at 8
o’clock.

A. Larrrre, Secry.

StaTED MEETING, LODGE NO. 2, ANCIENT YORK MASONS, MONDAY
EveNiNg, Ocroser 11, 1819,

Members Present: Visitors:
Br.G. A. Baker, W. M. $“ 50 Bro. Thompson 87
% James McKeage, 8. W, “ Wile 67

“ Fk. Nice, J. W.

“ A, Lafitte, Secry.
€ iiiee Treas.
“ Jansson

“ Emmor T. Weaver 3

8

B
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Minutes of the last stated meeting were read & ap-
proved.

A petition for initiation was received from a Mr.
Henry Lieb, a carpenter, aged 24 years, and residing at
No. 340 North 3d St. recommended by Brs. McKeage,
Weaver, & Jansson a committee to enquire into the
character of the petitioner.

A petition for membership was read, from Br. Davis
P. Thomson, a Master mason late of No. 81, German-
town, by trade a carpenter, & residing at No. 5 South
Tth street, recommended by Brs. Baker & Lafitte where-
upon, a committee consisting of Brs. Nice, McKeage &
Weaver was appointed to make the necessary enquires.

The Dues were collected, the Tyler’s bill ordered to
be paid & Lodge closed in Harmony at } p 8 o’clock.

' A. LarrrTe, Secretary.

StaTep MEETING, LOopGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK MasoNS, MONDAY
EveNiNG, NoveMBER 8, 1819.

Members Present: Visitors:
Br.G. A. Baker, W. M. $“ 50 Br.Neuman
% James McKeage, S. W. “ Stagner
% Fredk Nice, J. W. “ Wile 67
% Thos. Stone “ 50  “ Tichenor
“ A. Lafitte, Seery. % Cullen
% Joseph Burden, Treasr. “ Jacob Randal (del)
“ Emmor T. Weaver % 50 “ H. Henyon 8N. Y.
“ Jacob Jansson “ 50 ¢ Henry Barrett 130
$2. % % John Hyneman 139
—— % Jas. Stuttgard 126
“ John Goodman 139

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 63 o’clock
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& the minutes of the last stated Meeting were read and
approved.

The petition of Mr. Henry Lieb, was balloted for and
approved. The petition of Br. David D. Thompson
was withdraw.

A Communication was received and read from Lodge
No. 43, in Pennsylvania containing a plan to establish
a uniformity in the mode of working in all the Lodges
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Penna.
&c. ordered to be deposited in the Archives.

Dues collected, Tyler’s bill ordered to be paid &
Lodge closed in harmony at 8 o’clock.

A. LarrrTE, Secry.

StaTED MEETING, LODGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK MASONS, MONDAY
EveNiNG, DECEMBER 13, 1819, A. L. 5819.

Members Present: Visitors:

Br. Geo, A. Baker, W. M. $1. Br. L. Keatting 67
“ James McKeage, S. W, « « “ A. Wile do
“ Thomas Stone, J.W. “.50 “ R. Tichenor do
“ A. Laffitte, Seery. “ « “ J. J. Matthews do
% Joseph Burden, Treasr. ¢ ¢ “ B. Haydock 131

$1.50 &e. &e.
Carried forward.

Members : Br. James Webster 24
Brot. over $1.50 ¢ James Fearon 450

Br. Emmor T. Weaver “ u ¢ Henry Lieb, on acet.
“ John Anderson 14 of inion. 20 ¢
“ Richard Tice 8 « ¢ TFrederick Wilhelm “
“ Benjamin Harris “50 “ Paul A. Olives 5«

“ John O’Brien 6« “ E. T. Weaver, Colld.
“ Frederick Nice 6 « by Seery. 1.4
“ Robert Allen 74 . $62.50
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An E, A. L. opened in ancient form at 63 o’clock, &
the minutes of the last stated meeting were read & ap-
proved.

A Petition was read from Mr. Henry Irvine, inn-
keeper, for initiation, age fifty six years. residing No.
356 Market Street.

A similar petition was also read from Mr. G. L. Cor-
bin of Virginia, residing at Mrs. Lackums 303 Race St.

A Communication was received & read from the R. W.
. Grand Treasurer, containing the account of Dues to the
R. W. G. Lodge from Lodge No. 2, which account was
ordered to be paid.

Henry Lieb, paid Twenty-dollars and was initiated
into the Entered Apprentice Degree.

The M. Masons Lodge was then closed and an E. A.
L. opened.

Deacons and C. appointed.

The dues were collected, Tyler’s Bill ordered to be
paid & Lodge closed in Harmony, at 9} clock.

A. LarrrTE, Secry.

Statep MEETING, LODGE NoO. 2, ANCIENT YORK MASONS, MONDAY
EveNING, JaNvaArY 10, 1820, A. L. 5820.

Members Present: Visitors:

Br.G. A. Baker, W. M. $“ 50 Br.Lambert Keatting 67
“ J. Webster, S. W. 1 « “ A. Wile do
“ E.T. Weaver, J. W. “ 50 % Tillinghast
“ A, Lafitte, Seery. # Miller
“ Nice “ Jardella 52
“ Tichenor (vis) “ Wm. Johns 131
“ Thos. Stone. 50 % Jos. Johns “

« J, Striby « @. Culin 7
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Members Present : Visitors:
Br. H. Lieb $ 50 Br.D. Nathans 1
$3. ¢ “ Jacob Durff 52
Brot. over $3. “ Jno. W. Harris ¢
Collected by Seery from % Nathl, Fowle. 3 N. Y.
Br. Wm. Ruft 4.50
“ Joseph Strieby ° 5.4

pd. Treasr.  $12.50

An E. A. L. opened in ancient form at 7 O’clock &
the Minutes of the last stated meeting were read & ap-

proved.
A Petition for initiation was received from Mr. Caleb
Weeks,

The Petition of Henry Irvine was withdraw.

It having been stated that a number of Master
Masons, late, members of Lodge No. 67, held in this
city & others desirous of attaching themselves to this
Lodge, provided they were exonerated from the pay-
ment of the admission fee, and that in the present de-
pressed situation of the Lodge, such an accession of
members would be highly advantageous.

On motion made & seconded, Resolved that all master
masons who shall, within three months from this date
apply for membership to this Lodge, be admitted free
of expense. '

A Petition was read for membership, signed by Lam-
bert Keatting, John Parker, Benjamin A. Meredith,
Richard Fetters, Frederick Mensing V. Primrose,
Alexr Caldwell, John Culin, Wm. T. Wickham, Eben-

zer Tooly W. L. Thomson, Geo. F. Hailer, Richd.
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Tichenor, Wm. Bradly, Charles Warner, Andrew Wile,
Adna Wood, Robt. Welford, Master masons.

The E. A. L. was closed & all who were not Master
Masons having withdraw, a M. M. L. was opened. In-
stallation of Officers.

The Master Masons Lodge was closed and An. E. A,
L. was opened & the W. M. delivered a lecture on the

first degree of Masonry.
The dues were collected & the Lodge closed in har-
mony at 8 O’clock. A. LarrrTE, Secry.

StaTeEp MEETING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. MasoNs, MoNDAY EVENING,
FepruArY 14, 1820.

Members Pregent: “ Benji. A. Meredith “ 50
Br.E. T. Weaver, W. M. “ Frederick Mensing “

P. T. %50 ¢ Violet Primrose “ 50
¢ James Webster, S. W. $3.4 ¢ Alexr Caldwell “ 50
“ Thos. Stone, J. W.P. T, “ 50 “ Geo. F. Hailer “ 50
“ A, Lafitte, Secry. ¢ John Culin “ 50
“ Joseph Burden, Treasr. “ Ebenr Toole “ 50
“ Henry Lieb 1550 ¢« M. T. Wickham “ u
“ Frederick Nice. % John Parker “ 50
“ Benj. Harris, “50 “ Wm. Bradley “ 50
% John Sommer 7« ¢ Adna Wood “ 50
“ Danl. Weyman 1« “ Richd Fetters, “ 50
“ Richd. Tice. 14 ¢ R, Welford, - “ 50
“ John O’Brien “ 50 Pd. Tr.  $35.50
“ Lambert Keatting “ 50

Visitors: Visitors:
Br. Jackson Oliver, 131, Phila. Br.David Snyder, g
“ John Alten 9. do. “ C. B. Harris, 52
¢ Thos. Thompson, 154 do. “ @ W. Jones do.
“ Wm. Haydock 131 & “ Lavy Aucker 115
“ J.F.Davis, lateof 67 ¢ % James Morrell 126

“ W.H.Frankland do. ¢ “ F. Bogham 3 London.
“ W. H. Woodward, 72 “ “ R. Aikin, 244  do.
“ Henry Benner 44 do. “ D.McCurdy, 75 Chester C.Y.
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An E. A. L. opened in ancient form at 3 p. 6 O’clock
& the Minutes of the last stated meeting were read and
approved.

Jesse R. Burden, applies for Initiation.

A similar petition was also read, signed by Lewis
Lowry, Wm. Drum & Lawrence Shuster, vistuallers.

The petition of Mr. G. L. Corbin was balloted upon
and unanimously approved.

The A. E. L. was closed, and A F. C. L. opened and
Br. Lieb was Crafted.

The F. C. L. closed, and An. E. A. L. was opened.

The Committee appointed last stated meeting to en-
quire into the characters of a number of Master Masons,
who applied for membership reported favourably, on
which the following brethren were severally balloted

for & unanimously elected &c.

Benj. A. Meredith do. M. T. Wickham do
Fredk Mensing do John Parker do
Violet Primrose do Wm. Bradley do
Alexr Caldwell do Adna Wood do
Geo. F. Hailer, do Richd Fetters do
John Culin do Robt. Welford, No. 91. do.
Ebenezer Toole do

A Petition for membership was read, signed by Jus-
tinian F. Davis, Geo. Fisher, and John Hoffecker, Mas-
ter Masons, & late members of Lodge No. 67 held in this
city.

Another petition for membership from Geo. Wood, a
Master Mason & late member of Lodge No. 67, was also

read.
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The petition of Caleb Weeks for initiation was with-
draw, '

A petition for charity was read from Mrs. Moore,
widow of James Moore, formerly a member of Amer-
ica Lodge No. 10, Delaware, and a Committee were ap-
pointed to relieve the petitioner with the sum of five
dollars, of found worthy.

The same sum was granted to Mrs. Graff, widow of
Caspar Graff formerly a member of this Lodge & the
same committee appointed.

On motion & seconded, it was resolved that ‘A Com-
mittee of three be appointed to revise the By-Laws &
take an inventory of the effects belonging to this Lodge.

Br. G. F. Hailer requested that this Lodge would be
pleased to recommend him for a dispensation to pass
the chair, and grant him a certificate to the chapter,
both which were agreed to.

The Tylers bill was ordered to be paid & the Lodge
closed in Harmony at 4 p. 9 o’clock.

A. LarrrTE, Secry.
SpeciAL MEETING, LODGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK MASONS, MARCH 1,
A. D. 1820.

Present : Present:

Br. Lambert Keatting, W.M. P.T. Br. Charles Schneider, J. W.do
“ Emmor T. Weaver, S.W. do. “ Geo. F. Hailer,

A.M.M. L. opened in ancient form at 6 o’clock P. M.,
A. Dispensation was read from Bayse Newcombe, Esq.,

Right Worshipful Grand Master of Masons, for the

State of Pennsylvania and Masonic jurisdiction thereto
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belonging, authorizing and empowering this Lodge to
pass to the chair Br. Geo. F. Hailer a Master Mason
& member thereof.
Br. Hailer was then introduced and passed to the
chair.
The Lodge closed in harmony at 63 o’clock.

Signed E. T. Weavee, Secry, P. T.

Statep MEETING, LOoDGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK MASONS, MONDAY
EveNniNg, Maroxr 13, 1820.

Members Present :

Br Geo. A. Baker, W. M.

3
{4
“
“
“«“
“
‘@

“«“

“ James Webster, S. W. $1.%
E. T. Weaver, J. W. “ 50

A. Lafitte, Secry. “ «
Joseph Burden, Jr. ¢ «
Fk. Nice. “ «
Henry Lieb “ «
V. Primrose, 50
L. Keatting, 50
James McKeage “
John Parker 50
Benj Harris 50
Benj Meredith 50
Ebenr Toole 50
Rd. Fetters. 60
Fk Mensing 50
Geo. Fisher 50
Alexr Caldwell, 50
Robt Welford. 50

Jess R. Burden, initon.
fee 35.¢
Adna Wood 50
$42.50
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Visitors:

“ Joseph Dixey,

J. T. Clement
A..Fannen

‘Wm. Haydock,
‘Wm. Piersol

J. W. Harris,
Wm. Barger,

J. H. Lemmon

R. Tichenor

Chas. B. Harris
Jacob Durff.

John Webb.
Cornelius Stager
Lewis Alten
Lewis Culten
Andrew Boyd
Robt. Aiken engD
Chas Stout,

Peter Benner
Peter De Benneville
Henry Burgin
John Allen
Henry Kenyon
Justinian F. Davis,
H. L. Metcher,
Wm. L. Thomson,

139
51
131
131
67
52

do
67
52
do
155
67
126
67

67
115
21
67

51
67

“®
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An E. A. L. was opened at 7} O’clock & the Minutes

of the last stated & special Meetings were and ap-
proved.

A Petition was read from Mr. Jno. Winey, who ap-
plied for membership, formerly a member of Lodge
No. 72.

Mr. Jesse R. Burden was balloted for and unam-
iously approved.

The E. A. L. was closed and the F'. C. L. was opened,
when Br. Lieb was examined on the F. C. D. and found
worthy.

The F. C. L. was then closed and the M. M.’s Lodge
opened when Br. Lieb was raised to the Sublime Degree
of M. M.

The Committee on Brs. Justinian F. Davis, Geo.
Fisher & John Hoffecker reported favorably where-
upon they were ballotted for and unanimously elected.

The petition of G. H. Wood was withdrawn.

A Petition for charity was read from Mrs. Lydia
Phillips, widow of John who was a member of this
Lodge, whereupon a committee was appointed consist-
ing of Bros. Lafitte, Weaver & Welford, & ten dollars
were granted.

On motion & seconded resolved that a committee con-
sisting of Brs. Keatting, Burden, Weaver, Welford &
Webster be appointed to wait on the different Lodge
in this city with the said petition, & endeavor to obtain
some relief for the petitioner.

On Motion & seconded, Resolved that the following
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members be expelled from non payment of dues, to wit,
- Edward Bell, Luther Barnes, Edward Coxe, Enoch Car-
ter, Joseph Douglass, Francis Duke, Timothy Dawes,
Thomas Lotter, James McKeage, David Neilson, Moss
Olmstead, Joseph Ruth Wm. Simon & Edward Warner.
Br. Emmor T. Weaver, requested to be recommended

to the Arch, which was granted.
The tyler’s bill was ordered to be paid, & the Lodge
adjourned to meet at six O’clock on the next stated

meeting, A. LarirTe Secry.
Statep MerriNg, Lopge No. 2, Monpay EveENING, Arrmn 10, 1820.
Members Present : Br. Fredk. Nice, $“ 50
Br.Geo. A. Baker, W.M. $“ 50 « & Caldwell “ 50
“ James Webster, 8. W. 1 “ “ J. R. Burden, “ 50
“ E.T. Weaver, J. W. “ 50 ¢ J.F. Davis, “ 50
“ A, Lafitte, Secry. “ « & Danl. Weyman, 1«
“ J. Burden, Treasr. “ 50 ¢ Robt. Welford, “ 50
“ Adna Wood “50 < F.Mensing “ 50
¢ J. F. Haiter, “50 ¢« % Toole “ 50
“ Wm. Ruff “ “ “ Lambert Keatting, “ 50
% Geo. Fisher “ o« “ Initiation fee of Wm.
“ Benji. A. Meredith “ 50 Drum 35 «
“ John Winey, “ 50 ditto do of Lawrence
“ & Lieb “ 50 Shuster - 8«
“ John Parker “ 50 pd Treasr.  $80.50
Visitors: “ @. Blackford do
Br. Jno. G. Lange. 125 “ J. Raymond 147
“ Jno. Stiff 125 « J. Eppes 158
“ Thos. Thompson 154 ¢ Wm. Barger 9
“ M. Cartwright 67 ¢ F. Savoy 127
“ Jos. H. Mens. 52 ¢ @. Mulock 3
“ Jno, Allen i 9 ¢ S, Webb 3
“ A, Davis 72 % 8, McDonald 127
“ A, Shaw late 2 ¢ Js. Morton, do
% J. C. Herman 127 % J. W. Harris 52
“ J. Oliver 131 % Joseph Durft do
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An E. A. L. opened in ancient form at 63 o’clock &
the minutes of the last stated meeting were read ap-'
proved.

Br. John Winey was ballotted for, and unanimously
elected a member of this Lodge.

A Communication was read from the R. W. G. L. con-
taining an account of Dues &c to St. John’s day last,
amounting to $283.94, which was ordered to be paid.

Lewis Lowry was balloted for, and unanimously ap-
proved. '

Mr. G. L. Corlin, who was ballotted for & approved
in February last, received the first degree of Masonry.

‘Wm. Drum and Lawrence Shuster were balloted for,
and unanimously approved. They both received the
first degree in Masonry.

. Br. John Schreyer, formerly a member of Lodge No.
72, applied for membership.

Br. Wm. W. Sheed, late a member of Lodge No. 1,
Rhode Island, applied for membership.

Br. George Hamilton, applied for membership.

Br. James McKeage, who was expelled at the last
stated meeting for non-payment of dues was reinstated
in all his rights & privileges in this Lodge.

Ed* Warner, who was expelled at the same time, for
non-payment of dues, was also reinstated.

On motion & seconded, resolved that a committee be
appointed to procure new aprons, repair the columns,
gavels, swords, &c, and obtain what is necessary for the

procession in June next.
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The dues were collected & Lodge closed in harmony,

at 9% o’clock.
A. LarrrTe, Secry.

Statep MEETING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. MasoNs, MoNDaY EvVENING,

May 8, 1820,
Members Present: Visitors:

Br. G. A. Baker, W.M. “ 50 Br.A. Hooton, 67
“ Weaver, 8. W.P.T. %50 “ John Uhle 52
“ L. Keatting, J. W. “50 ¢« John W. Allen 128
“ A, Lafitte, Seery. “ Saml. Hymas 67
“ Burden, Treasr. “ A, C. Ireland 131
“ F. Nice, % Jacob Durff 52
“ Wood “ Saml. Webb 3
“ Lieb “ 50 “ George J. Howell 81

) $2 « Br.John Smith, 56
33« ¢ Dallman, John. 3
° “ “ Danl. Boyd. 114

Br. g‘_ ].},I::;m € « gg “ John Hanolin 52
“ R, Fetters, 1 4 “ John Kromer 139
¢ V. Primrose “ 50 “ J.W. Harris, 52
“ Alexr Caldwell, «g5p  Chs B. Harris do
“© Benj. Harris, 1 &« “ Edward A.llen 128
“ Geo. Fisher “ 50 “ Wm. Frankland 67
“ @. F. Hailer, “ 50
¢ @&. R. Burden “ 50

$7.50
Cash accompg. a pet. of
initon. 15.

$22.50 pd. Treasr.

An E. A, L. was opened at 73 o’clock & the minutes
of the last stated meeting were read and approved.

Br. &. Hamilton was balloted for, and unanimously
elected.

Br. William W. Sheed was also balloted for, and

unanimously elected. s
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A letter from Br. Joseph Budley, requesting permis-
sion to resign his membership in this Lodge accom-
panied with a note for the amount of his dues was read,
whereupon, the lodge after refusing the note, Resolved
that the Secretary, inform Br. Dudley that unless he
pay up all his dues by the next stated meeting he shall
be expelled.

Br. Saml. Hymas, a master mason, late a member
of Lodge No. 67, Phila., applied for membership.

- A petition for initiation was read from Richd. M.
Horn aged 22, Josiah String aged 22, Joseph aged 32,
residing in Camden.

The Committee on these petitions were instructed to
write to the W. Masters of Woodbury & Mount Holly
Lodges to learn whether these Candidates have been
rejected, or any objections exist to their being made in
this Lodge. The sum of fifteen dollars accompanied
the petition & was deposited with the Treasr.

Br. Jesse R. Burden was passed to the degree of F.
C. M, after the E. A. L. was closed and the F. C. M’s
opened.

Br. Schreyer’s petition was withdrawn.

A circular petition for charity, from Br. Howell of
No. 81, Germantown, was read, whereupon Brs. Bur-
den, Lafitte & Wood were appointed a Committee &
five dollars granted.

The Annual Communication from the R. W. G.
Lodge was received & ordered to be entered on the

minutes.
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The Committee to revise the By-Laws & draw up an
inventory of the articles, belonging to this Lodge re-
ported they had attended to that duty whereupon, the
By-Laws as amended were read as far as the 9th article
but, as the evening was far advanced, it was thought
proper to postpone the subject.

The dues were collected, the Tyler’s bill was ordered
to be paid & the Lodge adjourned at 10 o’clock to Satur-

day evening next at 6 O’clock.
' A. LarrrTe, Secry.

ApJourNED MEETING, LODGE NoO. 2, A. Y. MASONS, SATURDAY
EveNING, MAY 13, 1820.

Members Present: Visitors:

Br.Geo. A. Baker, W. M. Br. John Uhle, 52
“ Weaver S. W. “ Wolbert 127
“ TFisher, J. W.

“ Lafitte, Secry,
“ Burden, Tr.
“ J. R. Burden

© ¢ L. Shuster,

“ W. Drum

“ Wickham,

“ Hailer,

% Lieb,

Primrose.

1S

An E. A, L. was opened in ancient form at 63. Mr.
Lewis Lowry, a candidate for initiation approved in
April last, being in waiting was introduced & initiated
into the E. A. D.

The E. A. L. was closed, & all who were not Master
Masons having withdrawn, a M. M. L. was opened, Mr
Burden was raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master

Mason.
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The Master Masons Lodge closed and a F. C. L.
opened. '
Brs. Lawrence, Shuster and Wm. Drum were passed
to the second degree of Masonry.
The Lodge closed in harmony at 9% o’clock.
A. LarrrTr, Secry.

StaTED MEETING, LODGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK MASONS, MONDAY
EveNING, JUNE 12, 1820.

Members Present: Br. Ruft, $ 50
Br.G. A. Baker, W. M. $.... “ Harris “ 50
“ Weaver, S. W. “50 ¢ Hamilton “ 50
“ TFisher, J. W. “50 ¢ Stone 2 «
“ Lafitte, Secry. “ Webster, “ 50
“ Wood, 50 “ Hms “ «
¢ Meredith, 1«  « Toole “ “
“ Hailer “ 50 $950

“ Drum, “ 50 Members:
“ Drum, « 50 9.50
“ Keatting, “50  Br. Lieb, $“ 50
“ Nice, “ % Davis, « 50
“ Parker, “ “ Winey 1«
“ Primrose, “50 « Welford 1 «
“ Mensing “50 « Cuplin 9 «
% ‘Burden “ « « Tearon g «
“ J. R. Burden “50 « Lowry, “ 50
$18. «

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 73 o’clock
& the minutes of the last stated & Adjourned meetings,
were read & approved.

A Petition for Initiation was applied for by Mr. Robt.
W. Jones.

Messrs Thorn, String & Shinn were balloted for and

unanimously approved.
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Br. William Briggs, formerly a member of Hiram
Lodge No. 81, Germantown applied for membership.

Br. Saml. Hymas was balloted for and unanimously
elected.

‘Br. Lowry, an E. A. having desired to be advanced,
the E. A. L. was closed and the F. C. L. was opened,
" when Br. Lowry was passed to the second degree of
Masonry.

Br. Drum, an F. C. M, having desired to be advanced,
the F. C. L. was closed and the M. M. L. was opened,
when Br. Drum was raised to the Sublime Degree of
M. M.

The M. M. L. closed and an E. A. L. was opened.

A Communication from the R. W. G. L. was received,
requesting a speedy payment of the Grand Lodge dues,
amounting to $263. 34/100.

It was ordered that the Treasurer should pay over
what money might be in the funds to answer this de-
mand.

An application for charity was received from the
widow of our late Br. Drevis, whereupon ten dollars
were placed in the hands of Brs. Burden, Fearon & J.
R. Burden to relieve her as circumstances might direct.

Br. Manning’s bill amounting to 7 dollars for print-
ing notices for this lodge, was presented and ordered
to be paid. :

Dues collected, Tyler’s bill ordered to be paid &
Lodge closed in harmony at 10 o’clock.

A. LarirTE, Secry.
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StAaTED MEETING, LODGE NoO. 2, MONDAY EVENING, JULY 10, 1820.

Members Present: Br. Geo. Drum, 50
Br.G. A. Baker, W. M. “ 50 ¢ Primrose,
“ E.T. Weaver, S. W. % 50 “ Hamilton, 50
“ (eo. Fisher, J. W. “50 ¢ Ruff
“ Lafitte, Seery. “ Welford, 50
“ Meredith “ 50 ¢ Shuster, 50
“ Parker, “ Briggs, $5 «
“ Wood “ Jones 10. «
“ Niee, “ Hailer
“ Lowry 50 “ Webster 1.«
“ J. R. Burden, Pd Treasr. $21. %
“ Warner, 50

An E. A. L. opened in ancient form at 7 O’clock &
the minutes of the last stated meeting were read and
approved.

Mr. R. W. Jones was balloted for and unanimously
approved.

Br. Wm. Briggs was balloted for, and unanimously
approved.

Mr Jones was initiated in the first degree of masonry,
and paid ten dollars on account of his initiation.

A Master Masons Lodge was opened and Br. Lowry
was raised to the Sublime degree of a Master Mason.

Br. Shuster was also raised to the Sublime Degree
of a Master Mason.

The M. M. L. was then closed & an entered apprentice
Lodge opened.

A circular petition for charity was read from Br. G.
Cooper, whereupon Brs. Weaver, Welford and Wood
were appointed a Committee and five dollars granted

for his relief.
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A similar petition was received from Mrs. Jane Pol-
lards, whereupon the same sum was granted and Brs.
Weaver Ruff & Meredith were appointed, a committee.

The dues collected, Tyler’s bill ordered to be paid &
Lodge closed in harmony at 10 O’clock.

A. LarrrTe, Secry.

SraTep MEETING (AUG. 14, 1), Lopge No. 2, MoNpAY EvVENING,

AvausT 14, 1820,

Members Present: Br. Toole, 14
Br.G. A. Baker, W. M. $“ 50 “ Hamilton, “ 50
“ Weaver, S. W. “50 “ J.R. Burden,
“ Wood, J. W. 1« % Harris 1
“ Lafitte, Seecry. “ Lieb, 1
¢ Burden, Jr. “ Nice
% Parker, “ Strieby,
% Meredith, “ 50 “ Stone
“ Ruft “ Hailer, 1«
¢ TFigher, “ 50 9«
“ Keatting, “ 50  Br. Shinn’s initiaon. 30 «
“ Sommer 1 Pd Treasr. $39 «

An E. A. L. was opened in anct. at 7} o’clock & the
Ms. of the last stated meeting were read and adopted.

The Committee on Br. Cooper reported they had re-
lieved him with the sum of five dollars. The committee
on Mrs. Pollard reported they given her five dollars,
the sum granted by the Lodge.

The By-Laws were then taken up and underwent a
first reading.

Mr. Joseph Shinn was initiated and received the first
degree of masonry.
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An application for charity was made on behalf of the
widow Graff, upon which five dollars was granted.

Br. Matthew Pryor made by dispensation in No. 121,
Philadelphia applies for membership.

The dues were collected, Tyler’s bill ordered to be
paid & Lodge closed in harmony, at 40 minutes after 8
O’clock.

A. LarirTe, Secry.

Statep MeeriNG, Lopge No. 2, A. Y. Ms.,, MoNpAaY EvENING,
SepreMBER 11, 1820.

An E. A. L. was opened at 7} o’clock and the minutes
of the last stated meeting, were read and approved.

Br. John Douglass, Jr. formerly a member of this
Lodge again applies for membership. ‘

Br. Archibald Polack a M. M., made by Dispensation
in Lodge No. 71, Philadelphia, applies for membership.

Brs. McKeage & Jasson’s petitions to withdrawn
were read & ordered to lie over.

On Motion, it was resolved that Br. McKeage’s dues
be remitted.

Br. Matthew Pryor was balloted for and unanimously
elected.

A Communication was read from the commissioners
appointed by the R. W. G. M. to obtain a loan of $20.000
for the purpose of finishing the New Hall in Chestnut
Street.

Dues collected & Lodge closed in harmony at 9

O’clock,

A. LarirTE, Secry.
78



Stated Meetings

Br. G. A. Baker 60 Br. Fisher 50
“ Wood 50 ¢ Keatting 1.50
“ Weaver ¢ Meredith 50
4 Lafitte ¢ Primrose 1.«
4 Ruft 4 Stone
% (’Brien 50 ¢ Nice
¢ Hailer ¢ Hamilton 50
“ J. R. Burden “ Pryor 5.«
“ Lowry 1.« “ Toole “ 50
“ Lieb 1.4 “ Tetters 9.4
¢ Parker pd Tres. W

StaTep MEeeTING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. M., MONDAY Evnmm,
Ocroser 9, 1820.
Members Present:

Br. Geo. A.Baker, W.M. $“ 50 Br.Primrose “ 50
% Weaver, S. W. 1 “ Toole “ 50
% Wood, J. W. “50 « Fetters “ 50
¢ Lafitte ¢ Hamilton “ 50
“ Burden €50 &« Caldwell 2. ¢
“ Ruft “ Welford
“ Fisher “« Briggs 1. «
4 Parker “ Lowry “ 50
“ Bradley 450 Pd Treasr. $17.00
@ Pryor ——
¢ Hailer “ 50
“ Heed 2.50
“ Stone 14«

% Keatting “ 50
$11.50
Over $11.50

The following members were present at the above
meeting.

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 6} o’clock,
and the minutes of the last stated meeting were read
and approved. The W. M. informed the B. that the

consecration of the New Hall in Chestnut St. was to
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take place on the 1st Novr. next, and requested all those
who could make it convenient to join the Grand Pro-
cession which was to be formed on that day. He also
appointed a Committee of 7, viz Brs. Weaver, Nice,
Wood, Primrose, Briggs, Ruff & Keatting to wait on
the absent members & invite them to attend on the occa-
sion. Br. Wood was app?. Marshal, Br. J. R. Burden,
Treasr. & Brs. Primrose & Hailer Masters of Cere-
monies to walk with this Lodge in the Procession. The
Committee on the Petition of Br. Jno. Douglass, re-
ported favourably whereupon he was balloted for and
unanimously elected.

A Communication was received from the R. W. G.
Lodge containing the report of a committee appd. by
the R. W. G. Master to consider the follg. resolutions,
viz:—

(1) The establishment of a General Grand Lodge in
the United States.

(2) The appointment of Lecture masters to Lecture
in the Subordinate Lodges under their jurisdiction &

(3) That all questions, as well as the election of Offi-
cers of the Grand Lodge, shall be determined by a ma-
jority of votes, each Lodge having one vote. The
report having been read was ordered to be deposited in
the archives of the Lodge. A circular Petition for
charity from Br. Petrovitch was read, whereupon two
dollars & Fifty cents were granted. The Lodge pro-
ceeded to collect the dues & closed in harmony at 8

O’clock. A. LarirTE, Secretary.
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CHAPTER XXIV
Tae Masonic HaLL or 1820

1819-1820

O rapidly had the work of rebuilding the Hall
progressed under the direction of the build-
ing committee, that it was ready for occu-
pancy in the fall of 1820, and was rededi-
cated Wednesday, November 1, 1820; just

twenty months after the fateful March night of the
previous year.

The Committee met for the first time on the 18 of March,
and having named their Chairman, appointed George A.
Baker to be their Secretary, at such compensation as should
be fixed by the Committee after they had learned by experi-
ence the duties he would have to perform, and which at the
expiration of three Months was fixed at One hundred and
fifty dollars per Annum.

The Committee at their first meeting also directed that the
remaining part of the Hall should be cleared of the rubbish
and the Iron, &c., taken care of under the direction of
Brother John Nisbet, who had been previously put in charge
of the premises by the R. W. Grand Master.

The Committee then proceeded to invite in the public
papers, and plans for reconstructing the Hall, with an offer of
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One hundred dollars for such plan as should be approved.
A number of plans were accordingly submitted, none of
which exactly suited the views of the Committee, who finally
agreed to one formed from those which were submitted, and
then invited the Grand Officers and past Grand Masters to
consider the same, who after several meetings and suggesting
alterations, finally on the 15* April approved of the following,
viz:

That the exterior Walls of the Masonic Hall shall not be
taken down.

That in the plan to be adopted for the reconstruction of
the Hall, no preparation shall be made for laying the foun-
dation of a spire.

That the internal work of the Hall shall be finished in a
neat, plain manner.

That the arrangement of the rooms in the lower story shall
be the same as before.

That the arrangement of the rooms in the second story
shall be the same as before, except that the Grand Lodge
room shall be square instead of circular as before, and that
the refreshing room shall be made into a Lodge room.

That the brick work in the front wall shall be rough cast.

That an additional building suitable for the purposes of
refreshments shall be erected in the rear of the Hall running
North with the Western line of the same.

That the roof of the Hall and of the additional building
shall be slated. .

Immediately after this Meeting the Committee proceeded
to consider the best mode of going on with the work, and de-
termined not to have it done by contract, but to employ a
superintendent who should devote his whole time to the busi-
ness, to keep the accounts of all the work done, to hire and
pay hands, and as far as practicable to procure the work to be
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done by the piece. The Committee fixed his compensation at
four Dollars per day, and subsequently appointed Samuel
‘Webb, superintendent, who has discharged the duties to the
satisfaction of the Committee.

The Committee in their report to the Grand Lodge state
that they determined at an early period to employ Brethren
only to do the different work where it could be done without
injury to the interest of the Grand Lodge, which has always
been the object of their primary attention.

In all instances where possible, the Committee have invited
proposals for doing the different parts, and have selected
those which under all circumstances they consider best.

Some alterations in the plan of the building in the rear of
the Hall having been suggested to the Committee, the Grand
Officers and Past Grand Masters were desired to consider
them, who on the 10 May approved of the plan, which will
be more fully explained by the accompanying drafts.

The Committee have considered it their duty to prepare
plans for those who were to decide on them, and to carry into
effect what was directed by the Grand Officers and Past Grand
Masters, tho’ differing in some points from their own views of
the subject.

The Committee beg leave to refer to their Minute Book to
show their proceedings, the persons who they have employed,
and the contracts they have made, which have been all for
Cash, so as to obtain the greatest possible advantage.

The superintendent has prepared an estimate of the sum
required to complete the building which is herewith sub-
mitted.

The Committee regret to say that the payments made to
them on account of the subscriptions to rebuild the Hall are
very trifling and they think some plan should be devised to
hasten the collection, which will be a saving to the Grand
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Lodge in the losses which delay would naturally beget, and
also require less frequent drafts on the Insurance Company,
where the Money is drawing interest. All which is respect-
fully submitted.
(Sign’d) JoserH F. LEWIS,
RicHARD TYBOUT,
JosePH BURDEN,
JaMes HARPER, JUNE»
CORNELIUS STEVENSON.
Philadelphia,
July 14, 1819.

This report was ordered to be laid on the table.
The estimate accompanying the said report was also
read, and is as follows to wit:

At the request of the Building Committee I have made an
estimate of the cost of reconstructing the Masonic Hall in
Chestnut Street, and of the additional building to the North
thereof, and am of the opinion the same will amount to thirty
eight thousand nine hundred and eighty four dollars.

(Sign’d) SaMUEL WEBB.

Efforts were made in the meantime by the Grand
Officers towards a plan for renting out parts of the re-
built hall. At the adjourned Quarterly Communication
held November 1, 1819, the following report was read.

The Grand Officers to whom was referred the appli-
cation of Victor Guillou to rent certain parts of the
Hall made report, which was read and is as follows, to
wit:

The Grand Officers to whom was referred the application
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from Victor Guillou for renting certain rooms in the New
Hall,
Respectfully Report,

That they have taken the subject into consideration, and
are of opinion that it is adviseable to let such parts of the
New Hall as will not be required for Masonic purposes as
speedily as possible after the rooms shall be respectively com-
pleted.

That it is the duty of the Grand Lodge in its present cir-
cumstances to procure the best rent for them that can be
obtained, and that in their opinion a greater rent can be ob-
tained for some of them by renting them for balls than for
any other purpose. They therefore recommend that they be
let for that purpose, and respectfully submit the subjoined
resolutions for approbation and adoption.

(Sign’d) B. NEwcoms, G. M.
Jos. Barnes, D. G. M.
Trao® ELuioTT, S. G. W.
J. Ranpawn, J. G. W,
George A. BakEr, G. S.
Nov. 1, 1819.

1. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed who
shall have power to rent such of the rooms in the New Hall
as shall not be required for Masonic purposes so soon as the
same shall be respectively completed.

2. Resolved, that the said Committee be authorized to let
such of the rooms as they may deem expedient for Ball rooms.

‘Which report and resolutions were adopted.
Efforts were also made to release the Hall from local
taxation as shown by the following resolution.

On Motion, Resolved, that the R. W. Grand Master
85



1730 — Freemasonry in Pennsgylvania —1907

be hereby authorized to appoint a Committee on behalf
of the R. W. Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, to apply
and endeavour to procure from the Geheral Assembly
of Pennsylvania an exoneration of the Lot and Masonic
Hall in Chestnut Street now rebuilding, from all taxes
or assessments for the term of 20 years, or such other
period as they in their discretion may deem right and
expedient, in consequence of the heavy loss sustained by
the late awful and destructive conflagration. '

The R. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint the
Grand Officers together with the following Brethren a
Committee for the above purpose, Viz: Edward Burd,
Thomas M°Euen, Richard Bache, Jacob Holgate, Rich-
ard Tybout, James Harper, jun™ William Delany,
Peter A. Browne, Joseph Worrell, George M. Dallas,
Thomas Kittera, Samuel Badger and James N. Barker.

At the Adjourned Quarterly Communication held
December 20, 1819.

The Chairman of the Building Committee stated that
he was instructed by that Committee to mention the
case of a Carpenter of the name Hugh Pugh, (not a
Mason), who had been materially injured by a fall from
a Scaffold in October last, whilst engaged in recon-
structing the Masonic Hall, that he was so much injured
thereby as to be unfit for labor, and probably would re-
main so for some months, with a Wife and several Chil-
dren, and recommending some relief, and at the same
time offered the following Resolution, Viz:

Resolved, that the Building Committee be authorized
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to grant relief to Hugh Pugh at their discretion, not ex-
ceeding the sum of F'ifty Dollars.

As the work of rebuilding the New Hall progressed,
the question of lighting the building was taken up and
at an Adjourned Quarterly Communication held Feb-
ruary 7, 1820,

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved, that the R. W. Grand Master be desired to
appoint a Committee consisting of five Members for the
purpose of considering the expediency of lighting the
New Hall with Gas lights and to report to Grand Lodge
at the Quarterly Communication in March, with esti-
mates of the expense attending its introduction, to-
gether with estimates of the annual expense of Candles,
Oil and Gas.

The R. W. Grand Master appointed Brothers James
McAlpin, Armon Davis, Robert Toland, Peter Benner
and Benjamin Say a Committee for the purposes con-
tained in the foregoing resolution.

At the Grand Quarterly Communication March 6,
1820:

The Committee appointed to enquire into the ex-
pediency of lighting the New Hall with Gas made re-
port which was read and is as follows, to wit:

To the R. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Penn-
sylvania:
The Committee appointed to enquire into the expediency
of lighting the New Hall with Gas,
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Report,

That the importance of the subject has induced them to
investigate it with care and attention and the result is a per-
fect conviction in the minds of your Committee that Gas is
decidedly preferable to any other mode of lighting the build-
ing.

The accompanying estimates and calculations are founded
upon facts derived from experiments personally made by
your Committee and from official sources, and aware that
they generally fall far short of the absolute cost of Improve-
ments, we have endeavoured to avoid misleading the Grand
Lodge by extravagant calculation and believe the estimate
for the Gas apparatus will be found more than sufficient for
its erection.

Some objection may exist to the Gas on Account of the
smell which is said to be produced in its making. This is
true in regard to Gas produced from Coal, but gas produced
from Tar, altho’ the oil has a peculiar smell, is not very un-
pleasant, and if the apparatus is placed in the yard no per-
son will be incommoded by it, nor can it be noticed inside of
the Hall.

The Gas produces a much more pleasant light to the Eye,
than the light from Oil or Candles, it possesses a great ad-
vantage in point of cleanliness, is much more safe, it produces
no smoke, and there is no waste.

The Cost of Gas is not considerable after the apparatus is
erected, and it is probable it can be disposed of to different
establishments on moderate terms and with great advantage
to the Grand Lodge.

The saving to be made by the use of Gas it will be per-
ceived by the annexed calculation is $826.62 Annually; there
are also several small incidental expenses accompanying the
use of Oil and Candles which have not been noticed ; the most

88



Introduction of Gas Lights

important are, the repairs of lamps, the unavoidable break-
age of Lamp Glasses, and the expense of Lamp Wicks. All
which it is presumed would be little less than $100 per Annum.

‘We have no hesitation in strongly recommending the intro-
duction of Gas into the New Hall.

Respectfully offering for your adoption the following reso-
lution, we request our discharge.

Resolved, that a Committee be appointed to erect an ap-
paratus for supplying the New Hall with Carburetted Hydro-
gen Gas to be made from Tar.

4 March, 1820.

(Sign’d) J. MCALPIN,
ARMON Davis,
Perer BENNER, Committee.
RoB. ToLAND,
BENJAMIN Savy,

On Motion the said report was adopted.

On Motion made and seconded,

Resolved, that the building Committee with the addi-
tion of Bro. Say be a committee to carry the Resolution
relative to the lighting of the New Hall with Gas into
effect.

On Motion, it was further resolved, that the Com-
mittee appointed to erect an apparatus for supplying
the Hall with Gas be authorized to contract with the
Tenants who occupy the Hall for the use of the Gas.

At the Adjourned Grand Quarterly Communication
held Monday May 1, 1820, On Motion made and Sec-
onded, it was Resolved, that the Building Committee be

requested to lay before the Grand Lodge at its next
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meeting a statement containing the amount actually ex-
pended by them and the probable sums yet to be ex-
pended respectively in the rebuilding the Hall, the erec-
tion of the rear buildings and the gas light apparatus,
the funds belonging to the sinking fund that have been
appropriated to any of these objects, the probable
amount required to be borrowed on Loan, the amount
collected by subscriptions and the amount yet due
thereon, together with any other information necessary
to a correct knowledge of the present state of the funds
of the Grand Lodge.

On, Motion, Resolved, that the R. W. Grand Master
be authorized to place the surplus funds of the Grand
Lodge at the disposal of the building Committee.

The following resolution was offered and laid on the
Table:

Resolved, that the resolutions relative to the Masonic
Procession and Banquet be reconsidered.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved, that the procession shall be without ex-
pense to the Grand Lodge, that the expense shall be de-
frayed by a sum to be paid by each person walking in
procession, and if any overplus shall remain that the
same shall be placed in the funds of the Grand Lodge.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved, that each person walking in procession
shall pay the sum of One Dollar and fifty Cents for the
purpose aforesaid.

It was also Resolved that the Building Committee be
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and they are hereby authorized to take measures for
obtaining on Loans any sum not exceeding twenty thou-
sand Dollars, and that the sum raised be paid over to
the Committee appointed by resolution of the Grand
Lodge on the 21* June last.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved, that the Grand Master appoint a Com-
mittee of Five, who together with the Committee on Gas
lights, shall be a Committee for the purpose of pro-
curing appropriate furniture for the respective rooms
of the New Hall. :

The R. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint the
following Brethren a Committee for the above purpose,
viz: James M°Alpin, Robert Toland, Anthony Fannen,
Henry Y. Carter and Armon Davis.

On Motion, Resolved, that the Grand Secretary give
special notice that at the next Adjourned meeting to
be held on the First Monday in July, the resolution
relative to the Masonic Procession and Banquet on the
dedication of the Hall be reconsidered.

At the General Grand Communication held June 24,
1820,

An extract from the Minutes of the Building Com-
mittee of the 28" June last was received and read and
is as follows, to wit:

On Motion, Resolved, that the Building Committee are of
Opinion, that it is inexpedient for them to undertake to
negotiate a Loan to complete the Masonic Hall, and that the

91



1730 — Freemasonry in Pennsylvania — 1907

Grand Lodge be requested to appoint another Committee to
perform that duty. Whereupon,

On Motion, Resolved, that the Building Committee
be excused from acting as a Committee to procure a
Loan.

On Motion, Resolved, that the Grand Master be au-
thorized to appoint a Committee of Five to negotiate
the Loan authorized by the resolution of the Grand
Lodge of the 5 June last.

At the General Grand Quarterly Communication held
September 4, 1820

The Committee appointed to procure on loan the sum
of twenty thousand Dollars for the purpose of com-
pleting the Masonic Hall made report of the proposals
offered by them which were read and are as follows,
viz:

The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania are willing to make a
loan of twenty thousand Dollars for the purpose of finishing
the New Hall in Chestnut Street.

They propose as Security:

First. A Mortgage to the Trustees of the Masonic Loans of
the whole of the Property on Chestnut Street, extending
to Lodge Alley, in trust for the Subscribers to the loan,
subject to the Mortgages given to the said Trustees for the
piror Loans, amounting to 65,000 Dollars, towards the pay-
ment of which the sinking fund already amounts to nearly
17,000 dollars; the income of the Grand Lodge will, it is
believed, enable them to make an addition thereto of 5000
dollars per Annum.
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Second. A permanent insurance on the whole of the prop-
erty to the Amount of 30,000 Dollars.

Third. The faith of the Grand Lodge for the faithful pay-
ment of the principal and interest half yearly, and the ap-
propriation of the whole of its income, (after payment of
the interest of the loans, taxes, and other incidental ex-
penses,) to the sinking fund until the total extinction of

its debts.

Fourth. The loan not to be redeemed without the consent
of the holder, before the year 1840.

Fifth. One half the Amount subscribed, to be paid at the
time of the Subscription, (or the whole at the option of
the subscribers,) and the remainder within two Months,
on failure of which, the first payment to be forfeited.

Sixth. Certificates transferable, to be issued in sums of One
hundred Dollars each, payable with interest half yearly, at
the rate of six per Cent per Annum.

By authority of the Grand Lodge.
JosEPH S. LEWIS,
GEORGE A. BAKER,
ANDREW M. PREVOST, Committee.
JAMES MCALPIN,
‘WLiaM Bovp,

August 14, 1820.

Whereupon, on Motion made and Seconded,
Resolved, that this Grand Lodge approve of the Pro-
posals of the Committee appointed to negotiate the
Loan of twenty thousand Dollars and pledge its faith
accordingly. '
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Resolved, that the Trustees of the Masonic Hall be
requested, and they are hereby authorized to execute a
Mortgage upon all the property of the Grand Lodge,
in Chestnut Street and Lodge Alley to the Trustees of
the Masonic Loans, as security for the subscribers to
the new Loan of twenty thousand dollars, authorized .
by a Vote of the Grand Lodge on the fifth day of June
last.

At the Adjourned Grand Quarterly Communication
held October 16, 1820, it was Resolved, that the several
Committees who have been concerned in the erection
and furnishing the New Hall, as well as preparing the
materials of the procession, be required to furnish a
statement of their expenditures as far as they have the
means at the next Grand Communication.

While the hall was being rebuilt, the question arose
as to the lighting of the various rooms used for lodge
and renting purposes. It appears that it had cost the
large sum of $1,800 per year to light the old hall with
oil lamps and candles, so it was urged to install an
apparatus to make hydrogen gas from tar, which it
was stated would reduce the cost of lighting of the new
hall a thousand dollars a year.

The plan was adopted and a ‘‘Gas Committee’’ was
appointed. The original Minutes of the Committee is
still in the Archives of the Grand Lodge. As this was
the first permanent introduction of gas in the city of
Philadelphia, the following extract from the original

Minute Book will prove of interest.
94



Introduction of Gas Lights

Extract from the Minutes of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania of the 6th March, 1820.

‘‘Resolved that a Committee be appointed to erect an
apparatus for supplying the New Hall with Carburetta
Hydrogen Gas to be made from Tar.

“On motion made and seconded,

‘‘Resolved that the building Committee with the ad-
dition of Brother Benjamin Say be a committee to
carry the resolution relative to the Lighting of the New
Hall with Gas into effect.”’

The Building Committee is composed of Brothers
Joseph S. Lewis, Richard Tybout, James Harpeyius,
Joseph Burden and Cornelius Stevenson.

The above Committee met at the Hall of the Grand
Lodge in Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, on Friday
March 10th, 1820, at half past 3 o’clock in the after-
noon.

Present Joseph Burden, Chairman, P. T.
James Harper, Junr.
Cornelius Stevenson,
Benjamin Say.

Resolved that Bro. Joseph S. Lewis, Chairman of the
building Committee be the chairman of this Commit-
tee and George A. Baker, Secretary of the building
Committee act as Secretary of this Committee. '

Resolved that Brothers Say and Harper be a Com-
mittee to procure the pipes and apparatus necessary
for the introduction of the Gas into the Hall.

Resolved that Brothers Lewis and Stevenson be a
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Committee to enquire whether any ground in the neigh-
borhood of the Hall can be purchased to erect the gas-
ometers on, and the terms on which it can be had.

Resolved that the stated meetings of the Committee
shall be held every Wednesday afternoon at half past
3 o’clock at the New Hall.

Friday, March 17, 1820.— Committee met at 3 o’clock
in the afternoon. )

Present Joseph S. Lewis, Chairman,
James Harpeyius,
Cornelius Stevenson,
Benjamin Say.

On Motion Brothers Say and Webb were requested
to measure and lay off the ground for the building of
the apparatus for the Gas Lights.

Wednesday, March 22, 1820.—Committee met at half
past 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

An Extract from the Minutes of the Grand Lodge
of the 20th instant was received and read whereby it
appeared that the following Resolution was passed.

“‘On motion Resolved, that the Committee appointed
to erect an apparatus for supplying the New Hall with
Gas, be authorized to contract with the Tenants who
occupy the Hall, for the use of the Gas.”’

On Motion resolved, that the building to be erected
to contain the Gasometers, shall be built flush with the
gate on the North end of the lot, and at the distance of
eighteen feet from the North Wall of the Old Building,
that the roof be flat and covered with metal and that

the foundation shall not exceed Sixteen feet in depth.
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On Motion Resolved that the Gasometers be made of
gheet iron.

On Motion, Resolved that Brothers Lewis and Say
be authorized to contract with Guillou for the use of
the Gas Lights.

On Motion, Resolved, that the superintendent be
authorized to ascertain at what rate the brick work of
the building to contain the Gasometers can be done.

The Committee appointed to procure pipes &ec. re-
ported that they had purchased a box of cut glass for
Chandeliers, containing forty-eight thousand pieces,
for the sum of Five Hundred Dollars.

Wednesday, March 29, 1820.—Committee met at half
past 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Proposals for doing the bricklayers work to the
buildings to contain the Gasometers were received and
read.

John Cromwell’s proposal to lay the bricks by the
thousand was accepted and the Secretary directed to
draw a Contract for him to sign.

W. Harper stated that William Alexander would en-
gage to dig the cellar for twenty five cents per cubic
yard, whereupon it was resolved to employ him.

Wednesday, April 5, 1820.—Committee met at half
past 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

On Motion, the plan of the Cisterns submitted by
Mr. Cromwell was adopted and the Secretary was
directed to add to the Contract of M. Cromwell a Cove-

nant to warrant that the said Cisterns shall be water
proof.
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The Committee appointed to confer with Mr. Guillou
stated that he was willing to enter into a contract to
take the Gas and Pay for it at the same rate he would
pay for lighting his rooms with oil and candles.

On Motion, Brothers Lewis and Say were appointed
to confer with Mr. Simmons and were authorized if
they thought proper to agree with him for his assist-
ance in fixing up the Gas apparatus.

Proposals for painting the building to be erected to
contain the Gas Apparatus were received and read.

Account was presented from Ravisies and Malson
amounting to Five Hundred Dollars for 48,000 Glass
Drops, purchased of them, for which the Committee of
Accounts were directed to draw an order.

On Motion Brothers Lewis and Harper were ap-
pointed a Committee to devise a plan, to be submitted
to the Grand Lodge, for raising a sum of Money for
the purpose of constructing the Gas Apparatus and for
completing the Masonic Hall.

Wednesday, April 12, 1820.—Committee met at half
past 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

The Grand Officers attended the meeting of the Com-
mittee.

A letter from a number of citizens residing in the
neighbourhood of the Hall was received and read, ob-
jecting to the erection of the Gas Apparatus chiefly on
account of the danger to the neighbourhood in case of

explosion; and of the offensive odour arising from the

Gas.
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After having the Letter under consideration for
sometime it was determined that the work should be
proceeded with, and that letter should be referred to
the Gas Committee to answer.!

The Grand Officers then withdrew.

On Motion Brothers Say and Lewis were appointed a
Committee to reply to the above Letter.

Proposals were received and read.

Bro. Lewis stated that upon counting the Glass Drops
the box was found to contain but 47,000 pieces and that
a deduction of Ten Dollars & 41 cents, was made from
the order of Messrs. Ravisies and Malsan for 1000
pieces which were wanting.

Wednesday, April 19, 1820.—On Motion, Resolved
that Mr. Webb be requested to procure a permit for
introducing the Water into the Cisterns from Lodge
Alley and that the pipe be laid immediately.

The Committee appointed to procure pipes &c., Re-
ported that they had accepted the proposals of Fred-
erick W. Walter to make the Gasometers and that he had
executed a contract to make the same.

The Committee appointed to reply to the letter from
the Neighbours objecting to the erection of the Gas Ap-
paratus reported an answer which was read and ap-
proved of.

On Motion Resolved that the Committee to procure
pipes &c., be directed to have pipes fixed in the bottom

1Vide Appendix ‘‘A.’’
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of the Cisterns to carry off the water into the well.

A Special Meeting of the Committee was held on
Monday the 24th April, 1820.

It was stated from the chair that this meeting was
called in consequence of the small building in the north-
east corner of the lot having fell into the cellar dug
for thé tanks of the gasometers.

In consequence of this some alterations were made
in the plan for the building of the gas apparatus and
the superintendent directed to proceed accordingly.

Resolved that in order to prevent a recurrence of the
accident which called the Committee together the build-
ing for the Gas house be under the direction of the
Superintendent and that all persons employed about
the same take their instructions accordingly.

Wednesday, May 3, 1820.—Mr. Webb reported that
agreeably to the directions of the Committee he had,
procured a permit for introducing the Water from
Lodge Alley but afterwards discovered that the public
had no log laid in the alley. Whereupon he was
directed to return the permit and receive the money he
had paid for it.

Brothers Harper and Say were appointed a Com-
mittee to confer with Frederick Graff and Thomas
Clark on the subject of the Cisterns.

Wednesday, May 10, 1820.—On Motion Resolved,
that Brothers Harper and Say be appointed a Commit-
tee to go to Baltimore to procure information respect-
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Wednesday, June 7, 1820.—A. copy of a resolution
passed by the Grand Lodge on the 5th instant, was re-
ceived and read and is as follows, to wit:

Resolved that the Grand Master appoint a Commit-
tee of Five who together with the Committee on Gas
Lights shall be a committee for the purpose of procur-
ing appropriate furniture for the respective Rooms of
the New Hall.

The R. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint the
following Brethren a Committee for the above purpose,
viz.: James M’Alpin, Robert Toland, Anthony Faunen,
Henry Y. Carter and Armon Davis.

On Motion Resolved that the said Committee be noti-
fied to meet the Gas Committee on Wednesday next at
5 o’clock in the afternoon.

Saturday, June 24, 1820.—The Sub-Committee sub-
mitted sundry plans for Chandeliers when they were
rei;uested to proceed in having them made according to
said plans or such others as they may see proper to
adopt. ‘

Friday, October 6, 1820.— An Account was presented
from William Young amounting to twelve Dollars for
wiring glé,ss drops which Mr. Webb was directed to
pay.

Wednesday, October 18, 1820.—A Letter was re-
ceived and read from Thomas Smith Simmons request-
ing that the Hall might be lit with the gas and thrown

open one night previous to its application to masonie
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purposes for his benefit as a part of the compensation
for his services.

Friday, October 20, 1820.—Resolved that the person
to be appointed to manufacture the Gas shall receive as
a compensation for his services, Six Dollars per week.
Bro. William Adams was appointed.

November 18, 1820.—The object of this meeting be-
ing to consider of the most efficient means of stopping
the leak in the Cistern, various plans were suggested
and considered and after mature deliberation the Com-
mittee concluded to adjourn to meet at Thomas Mor-
ris’s Brewery to view a cistern lately built there on
Monday morning next at 9 o’clock.

Wednesday, November 22, 1820.—An Account was
presented from T. & Z. Borhurst amounting to One
Thousand Six Hundred & Eighty-one dollars and 37
cts. for Chandeliers.

Tuesday, December 12, 1820.—Bro. Say stated that
he had requested the superintendent to call a special
meeting of the Committee in consequence of an applica-
tion he had received from Mr. Guillou to have his
apartments lit with Gas on the Evenings of the 16th
19th and 21st instant. The Committee after delibera-
tion Resolved that the Grand Officers should be re-
quested to attend the meeting of the Committee to-mor-
row afternoon for the purpose of taking into considera-
tion the application of Mr. Guillou.

Wednesday, December 13, 1820.—The following

Grand Officers attended the Meeting of the Committee,
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viz.: Bayse Newcomb, Thomas Elliott, William Me-
Caskle and George A. Baker.

Brother Newcomb, Grand Master, took the Chair.

The application of Mr. Guillou was taken up for con-
sideration and on motion made and seconded; it was
resolved that the sub-committee appointed in march
last to contract with M. Guillou for the use of the gas
be directed to inform him that the Committee are now
ready to furnish him with gas upon the terms agreed
on last March.

Monday, December 18, 1820.— A Special Meeting of
the Committee was held at 3 o’clock P. M.

Present Joseph S. Lewis, Chairman,
Joseph Burden,
James Harper, Jr.
Cornelius Stevenson.

The Committee were called together in consequence
of the injury sustained by the Gas House and Machinery
by fire on the morning of the 17th instant.

The Committee after ascertaining the extent of the
damage and the best and speediest means of repairing
the same agreed to present the following address to the
Grand Lodge this evening.

The Building Committee and the Gas Committee ap-
pointed under the authority of the R. W. G. Lodge to
reconstruct the Masonic Hall so unhappily destroyed
by fire on the 9th March 1819 and to procure Gas

Lights for the same have the honor to report that they
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proceeded with the best of their talents to execute the
work entrusted to them and that after a diligent atten-
tion to their duties, had so far completed them on the
4th Inst. when the Grand Lodge took possession of the
premises as to see a termination of their labours and
that very little remained to be done except to adjust
and settle the accounts for the work contracted for.

The Committee beg leave further to report that by
the desire of the R. W. G. Master they had accepted the
duties of the Hall Committee until St. John’s Day next,
all of which trusts aforementioned they had contem-
plated to surrender on St. John’s Day to the authority
which created them with a request only to have their
powers continued so as to complete a final settlement
of their accounts.

A. Circumstance however, has occurred most painful
in its nature which has called anew for their attention
from the destruction of the Gas House by fire on the
morning of Sunday the 17th instant, arising from
causes inexplicable, as from the best information the
Committee can obtain the Fires in the furnaces were
extinguished at 5 o’clock on Saturday and the Superin-
tendent saw all was safe at about 9 o’clock of the same
evening, after which the building was closed.

This circumstance has required some attention on
the part of the Committee and they have accordingly
thought it their duty to direct the removal of the rem-
nants of the roof and the preparation of a temporary

means of supplying the House with Gas which can be
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done at a small expence and that a slight covering be
erected over the Building which as soon as the season
will permit, should be replaced by a permanent roof
and the recomstruction of the masonry necessarily
connected therewith accompanied with such alterations
as experience may point out to be necessary for con-
venience and security.

The principal damage occasioned by the fire appears
to be in the roof and the machinery connected with the
Gasometers and also a small part of the upper portion
of the walls injured by the falling in of the roof. The
Gasometers, Pipes, Flues Cistern and main building are
very little'injured. The Committee believe they will:
be enabled by St. John’s Day to make the necessary
temporary arrangements before alluded to, after which
there can be no doubt the Hall Committee to be ap-
pointed on that day will be fully able to make the per-
manent repairs, at the same time the Committee are not
disposed to shrink from the completion of the work if
the R. W. G. Lodge should require them to do so.

December 18, 1820.
JosepH S. LEwis,
JosEPH BURDEN,
JamEs HaArPEB,
CoOBRNELIUS STEVENSON.

The Committee directed that the superintendent
should cause the rubbish to be removed immediately
from the Gas House and a girder to be put up near the

South end thereof.
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Mr. Lewis reported that he had seen Mr. Guillou on
the subject of lighting the rooms occupied by him with
gas and after a full conversation respecting it, Mr.
Guillou said he would give One cent and a quarter per
cubic foot for the Gas. Whereupon, on motion made
and Seconded Resolved, that this Committee do not
conceive the offer of Mr. Guillou to be in conformity
with the original Contract, made with him, but being
unwilling to take upon themselves to decide on it, do
agree to refer the decision of it to three disinterested
persons well skilled in the nature of Gas, and to ap-
pointed by each party and they to appoint a third.

Little is known about the interior and furnishings of
the first Chestnut Street Hall. Some extracts from the
minutes of the committee on furniture for the rebuilt
hall of 1820 have lately been found in the archives from
which we glean that the chief room in the hall was the
salon or ball room, connecting with which was a dining
room.

The salon was probably the most gorgeous hall in the
city at that time. The eight large windows were cur-
tained with the best scarlet moreen at a cost of $56
each. The settees and chairs were upholstered with
the same material. The room was illuminated with
chandeliers from which were pending several thou-
sands of crystal drops; upon the side walls were mir-
rors in gilt frames which reflected the scintillations of
the crystal drops. The room in cold weather was

heated by a large stove of special design.
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The Grand Lodge room was also lit up with chande-
liers and crystal pendants with a special light over the
Grand Master’s Chair, the settees and chairs were
upholstered with purple moreen, the six windows were
also hung with the same material at a cost of $53.25
per window. These curtains were finished with fringe
and ornaments. There were also several mirrors, and
special carved mahogany chairs for the Past Grand
Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Secretary and
Grand Treasurer.

The room for Subordinate Lodges was known as the
Gothic Room.

There was also a room for the Royal Arch Chapters
and Mark Lodges, but no details of their furnishings
have come down to us.

There were also a large dining room connected with
the ball room or grand salon.

The various rooms were heated by stoves of a special
design, but -‘whether for wood or anthracite coal does
not appear.?

Wednesday, November 1, the day set for the rededi-
cation of the rebuilt Chestnut Street Hall, was a gala
day for the Masonic Fraternity. The ceremonies began
with a procession and religious service in Zion Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, southeast corner Fourth and
Cherry Streets, the largest church edifice in the city;
following is the account of the dedication and cere-

1 Anthracite coal was not used for fuel in Philadelphia until a year or
two later.
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monies as recorded upon the Minutes of the Grand
Lodge.

DEDICATION AND CONSECRATION OF THE NEW
: HALL.

The Masonic Hall in Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, which
was destroyed by fire on the 9 March, 1819, having been
rebuilt in a superior style of elegance was dedicated on
Wednesday, the First of November, 1820. This event was
celebrated by the Craft, with great pomp and splendour, and
with feelings of gratitude and joy. The brethren of the
Lodges in the City, joined by Numbers from different parts of
the State and from our Sister States, among whom were the
Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, assembled
at the Washington Hall in Third Street, between the hours
of Nine and Ten in the forenoon and were formed into pro-
cession in the following order, viz:

Three Trumpets.

Tyler with drawn sword.

Lodge La Reconnaisance, N° 160, in the following order, viz:
Masters of Ceremonies with drawn swords.
Entered Apprentices Two and Two.

Fellow Crafts, Two and Two.

Master Masons, Two and Two.

Past Masters, Two and Two.

Deacons with their wands, blue tipt with white.
Secretary and Treasurer.

‘Wardens of the Lodge, bearing their Columns.
Master of the Lodge, carrying his Mallet.

On the flank of the Lodge one of the Members of the Lodge
acting as Marshal of his own Lodge in the Procession,
and bearing a blue wand tipt with Silver.
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Meridian Sun Lodge, N> 158, in the same order. .
Mount Moriah Lodge, N° 155, in the same order.
Rising Sun Lodge, N> 139, in the same order.
A Military Band of Music.
Pheenix Lodge, N> 130, in the same order.
Temple Lodge, N> 128, in the same order.
Philanthropy Lodge, N* 127, in the same order.
Rising Star Lodge, N° 126, in the same order.
Herman’s Lodge, N* 125, in the same order.
Union Lodge, N> 121, in the same order.
St Johns Lodge, N> 115, in the same order.
Solomons Lodge, N> 114, in the same order.
Columbia Lodge, N° 91, in the same order.
Hiram Lodge, N> 81, in the same order.
A Military Band of Music.
Philadelphia Lodge, N> 72, in the same order.
Orange Lodge, N° 71, in the same order.
Concordia Lodge, N> 67, in the same order.
‘Washington Lodge, N° 59, in the same order.
Harmony Lodge, N° 52, in the same order.
Lodge N° 51, in the same order.
Lodge N° 19, in the same order. ;
Lodge N° 9, in the same order.
Lodge N° 3, in the same order.
Lodge N° 2, in the same order.
A Band of Military Music.
Grand Lodge in the following order, viz:
Grand Tyler, with drawn sword.
Banner of Free Masons Arms, carried by a Past Master.
Members of the Building Committee, carrying the Key of the
Hall,
Architect, carrying the square, level and plumb rule, with the
Book of Architecture.
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Twelve Past Masters, Two and Two, bearing white wands.

Trustees of the Masonic Loans, Two and Two.

Four Past Masters, carrying the Lodge, covered with white
satin.

Standards of Faith and Hope, carried by Two Past Masters.

Two Past Masters, carrying golden Pitchers, containing Oil
and Wine.

A Past Master, carrying a golden Cornu-Copia, containing
Corn.

The Third Light, borne by a Past Master.

Past Grand Wardens.

The Second Light, borne by a Past Master.

Past Deputy Grand Masters.

The First Light, borne by a Past Master.

Past Grand Masters.

Standard of Charity, carried by a Past Master.

A Past Master, carrying the Holy Bible, Square and Com-
passes, on a Crimson Velvet Cushion, supported by Two
Past Masters.

Grand Chaplains.

Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey.

Deputy Grand Secretary, carrying the Book of Constitutions.

Grand Secretary with his Bag and Grand Treasurer with his
Staff.

Banners of Strength and Beauty, carried by Two Past Masters.

Grand Wardens, bearing their columns.

Deputy Grand Master.

Banner of Wisdom, carried by a Past Master.

Grand Sword Bearer, carrying the sword of State and a Past
Master carrying the golden Mallet.

Grand Master.

Two Grand Deacons with -wands silvered and tipt with gold.

Grand Pursuivant with drawn Sword.
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A Marshal on the flank of the Grand Lodge with wand sil-
vered and tipt with gold.

Three Grand Marshals on Horseback, on the flank of the
Procession, carrying purple Truncheons tipt with Gold,
superintending the other Marshals and regulai:ing the
whole line of the Procession.

The distance between the Files was 6 Feet.

In the above order the Procession moved from the Washing-
ton Hall, South Third Street, and proceeded thence along
the West side of Third Street to Spruce Street; along the
North side of Spruce Street to Second Street; along the
‘West side of Spruce Street to Arch Street; along the North
side of Arch Street to Fourth Street; along the East side
of Fourth Street to Zion Church and entered at the North
door. When the front of the Procession reached the Church,
the Brethren halted, opened their ranks and faced inwards.
The Grand Master preceeded by a Band of Music, the Grand
Marshals, Grand Pursuivant and Two Grand Deacons,
moved forward through the ranks into the Church, the
Brethren uncovered as the Grand Master passed them, and
closing from the rear, followed in reverse order into the
Church, where an Appropriate address was delivered by the
R. W. Grand Master, accompanied with Thanksgiving,
Prayers and Solemn Musie in the following order, to wit:
On the entrance of the Procession, Voluntary on the Organ

by Brother R. Taylor.

Sympathy—By Milgrove.
Air,
O Zion, Afflicted with wave upon wave,
‘Whom no man can comfort, whom no man can save;
‘With darkness surrounded, by terrors dismay’d;
In toiling and rowing thy strength is decay’d.
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Chorus.
Forget thee, I will not, I cannot; thy name,
Engraved on my heart, doth forever remain.
The palms of my hands, whilst I look on, I see
The wounds I received when suff’ring for thee;
I feel at my heatt all thy sighs and thy groans,
For thou art most near me, my flesh and my bones.
In all thy distresses thy head feels the pain;
Yet all are most needful ; not one is in vain.

PRAYER.
By the Reverend Brother George C. Potts, Grand Chaplain.

Anthem—By C. Meinecke.
Air,
O praise the Lord, in that blest place,
From whence his goodness largely flows,

Praise him in Heav’n, where he his face,
Unveil’d in perfect glory shows.

Chorus.
Praise him for all the mighty Aects,
‘Which he in our behalf has done:
His kindness this return exacts, ‘
‘With which our praise should equal run.
Let the shrill trumpet’s warlike voice,
Make rocks and hills his praise rebound;
Praise him with harp’s melodious voice,
And gentle psaltry’s silver sound.
Let Virgin troops soft timbrels bring,
And some with graceful motion dance;
Let instruments of various strings,
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‘With organs join’d, his praise advance.
Let those who joyful hymns compose,

To Cymbals set their songs of praise;
Cymbals of common use, and those

That loudly sound on solemii days.

Full Chorus.

Let all who vital breath enjoy,
The breath he doth to them afford,
In just returns of praise employ;
Let ev’ry creature praise the Lord.
Amen, Amen.

ORATION.
By Brother Bayse Newcomb, Esquire, R. W. Grand Master.

HymMn,
Air,

‘Why make the soft harmonious lays?
‘Why do our songs united raise?
"Tis heav’n born Charity we praise,

The source of all our earthly joys.

Coda.

Hail, Charity! what heart but glows with thee,
Bright emanation of the deity.

Praver,
By the Reverend Brother Doc. William Rogers, Grand
Chaplain.
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MasonNioc Obpe.

Composed by M~ W. B. Tappan—Music by Pucitta. Ar-
ranged by Brother B. Carr.

¢‘Strike the Cymbal,
Roll the tymbal!’’
Swell the note of grateful love;
Heav’n rejoices!
Lend your Voices!
Praise the Architect above.

God of glory!
The song of Vict’ry,
Peans loud are ever thine
Cherubs singing,
@lad are bringing
Offerings to Jehovah’s shrine!

Lo! in grandeur,
Bedeck’d in splendour,
See the Temple proudly rises!
Masonry triumphant gazes!
‘Where, red gleaming,
Ruin beaming,
Spread the midnight terror round.

Art combining,
Grace entwining,
Charity the Corner stone:
Discord never
Can dissever
Fabrics rear’d on God alone!

Faith and Hope our chosen stay,
Love illumes with mystic ray,
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Truth and Reason still combine,

Still adorn the hallow’d shrine.
Praise, praise the Architect! O praise!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna !

BENEDICTION.

The fraternity in the Church were honored with the pres-
ence of the Reverend Clergy of the various denominations,
the Honourable Judges of the several Courts, the Mayor, Re-
corder, and Aldermen, the Select and Common Councils, the
Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania and the Directors
of the Academy of Fine Arts, together with a brilliant assem-
blage of Ladies.

After the ceremonies were concluded in the Church, the
Procession was resumed in the same order, and proceeded
along the East side of Fourth Street to Race Street ; along the
North side of Race Street to Sixth Street; along the East side
of Sixth Street to Arch Street; along the North side of Arch
Street to Ninth Street: along the East side of Ninth Street to
Chestnut Street, and along the North side of Chestnut to the
New Hall. When the Procession arrived at the Hall, the
same reversed order of entering was observed, with the ex-
ception of the Building Committee preceeding the Grand
Master with the Key, and unlocking the door.

The Grand Master having reached Solomon’s Chair the
Officers and Members took their seats. The Lodge was then
placed in the Center of the Hall, and the Three Lights, with
the Golden Pitchers and Cornu-Copia, containing Oil, Wine
and Corn, were placed thereon. The Bible, Square and Com-
passes, on a Crimson Velvet Cushion, were placed on the
Grand Master’s Pedestal and the Grand Lodge was Tyled.

Grand General Communication.
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Present: .
Bro. Bayse NEwcous, R. W. Grand Master.
‘“ Thomas Elliott, R. W. Deputy Grand Master.
¢ Josiah Randall, R. W. Senior Grand Warden.
¢ William M°Corkle, R. W. Junior Grand Warden.
¢  @eorge A. Baker, R. W. Grand Secretary.
¢  Joseph S. Lewis, R. W. Grand Treasurer.
¢ Nathan R. Potts, Deputy Grand Secretary.
‘‘ Randal Hutchinson, Senior Grand Deacon.
¢¢  Michael Nisbet, Junior Grand Deacon.
‘‘ Benjamin Say, Grand Marshal.
‘¢  Andrew M. Prevost, Grand Sword Bearer.
‘‘ Thomas Pearson, Grand Pursuivant.
Rev® Bro. Doc. William Rogers,
¢« ¢« ¢ George C. Potts, | Grand Chaplains.
‘@ 14 “  James Milnor,
Bro. Richard Tybout,
¢ Samuel F. Bradford, (R. W. Past Grand Masters.
‘“  Walter Kerr,

The R. W. Grand Master and other Officers of the R. W.
Grand Lodge of New Jersey, Viz:
Bro. James Giles, R. W. Grand Master.
¢ Samuel J. Read, R. W. Junior Grand Warden.
‘“  Richard L. Beatty, R. W. Grand Secretary.
‘“ Thomas S. Woodruff, R. W. Grand Treasurer.
¢ Joseph I. Thompson, Senior Grand Deacon.
‘  William M°Knight, Grand Marshal.
¢ N. Shuff, Grand Tyler.
‘“ William Schneider, Grand Tyler.

Representatives of Lodges, Viz:

Ne- 2. George A. Baker, M*» Emmor T. Weaver, J. W.
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19.
21.
45.
43.

51.

52.
59.

62.
67.

71.
72.

73.
81.
84.
91.

113.
114.

115.

. Ja* McCormach, M™ G. P. Bonnin, S. W., A. Hat-

field, J. W.

. Wil™ Creth, M~ John Wilson, 8. W., John M-

Cartney, J. W.

James Latimer, S. W., Tho* Jones, J. W.

Josiah Randall, Proxy.

George A. Baker, Proxy.

George B. Porter, Mr+ Henry Keffer, S. W., Jos.
Ogilby, J. W.

T. B. Freeman, M~ W™ Boyd, S. W., John Breban,
J. W.

John W. Harris, M™ Jacob Durff, J. W.

John Curry, M™ George Curry, S. W., George
Beatty, J. W.

Joseph Burden, Proxy.

Sam* Webb, M™ Theodore Deklyne, S. W., Ch*
Stout, J. W.

David Nathans, M+ Jacob Bockius, J. W.

Geo. H. Burgin, M Sam' Bispham, S. W., Ch*
Egner, J. W.

Robert P. Branu, M* '

Edward Thompson, Mr+» John Hocker, S. W.

Randall Hutchinson, Proxy.

John Thompson, Mr+ George Russel, S. W., John
Ducker, J. W.

‘Walter Kerr, Proxy.

John Ritter, M™ Simeon Gleason, 8. W., David
Boyd, J. W.

Calvin Mason, M F. E, Brewster, 8. W., P. Winne-
more, J. W,

Ne- 121. Robert Toland, M™ Rich. Povall, S. W., Hon. Har-

125.

rison, J. W.
Joseph Ripkay, J. W.
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126.
127.

124
75.

103.

100.
128.
130.

131.

133.
134.
139.

141.
147.

152.
154.
155.

157.

158.

160.

161.
165.
166.

167.

Forty

John Banks, M*

Thompson Wilson, M™ Geo. Dannaker, S. W., Ed.
King, J. W.

Walter Kerr, Proxy.

Joseph S. Lewis, Proxy.

Joseph S. Lewis, Proxy.

William Alexander, Proxy.

Robert Patton, S. W., John W. Allen, J. W.

George Gloninger, M™ Sam" Wonderly, J. W.

Edward Haydock, S. W.

Richard Tybout, Proxy.

Thomas Roney, J. W.

James Dixey, M™ D. H. Mason, 8. W,

George A. Baker, Proxy.

Lambert Keatting, Proxy.

James M°Alpin, Proxy.

Isaiah Beck, S. W.

‘W= Mandry, M Isaac Avery, S. W., Josiah Evans,
J.W.

Joseph S. Lewis, Proxy.

John D. Ferguson, Mr» Alvah Mason, S. W., John
W. Kelly, J. W.

Basil Perroteau, M C. A. Droz, S. W., Peter Pe-
louze, J. W.

Joseph 8. Lewis, Proxy.

James Harper, jun™ Proxy.

Joseph S. Lewis, Proxy.

Joseph S. Lewis, Proxy.

Seven Lodges being represented Grand Lodge was

uncovered and Grand Lodge was opened in Ample Form.
The Grand Secretary stated that the Architect having com-

pleted the rebuilding of the Hall, was desirous of surrendering

up the implements of Architecture which had been committed
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to his care, when he commenced the undertaking. Brother
Samuel Webb, the Architect then arose, addressed the Grand
Master in an elegant speech, returned thanks for honor con-
ferred on him by appointing him to superintend the re-
construction of the Hall, and expressed a hope that the
manner in which he had executed the work would meet the
approbation of the Grand Master and of the fraternity and
requested permission to deliver up the implements of Archi-
tecture. The Grand Master then expressed his high appro-
bation of the Architect’s conduct, directed the Grand Wardens
to receive the implements, which was done, and they were
laid on the Lodge.

The Grand Secretary informed the Grand Master that it
was the wish of the Fraternity to have the Hall dedicated to
The Grand Architect of the Universe and to Masonry. The
Grand Master thereupon commanded his Grand Officers and
requested the favour of the R. W. Grand Officers, of the Grand
Lodge of New Jersey and of the R. W. Past Grand Officers
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania to assist in that solemn
duty.

A Dedication prayer was then offered up by one of the
Grand Chaplains.

The Grand Officers then made a procession round the Lodge
three different times, at the end of which the Grand Master
strewing Corn over the Lodge, declared in solemn form, the
Hall dedicated To the Grand Architect of the Universe, and
to Masonry, which being proclaimed by the Grand Secretary,
the Grand Honours were given. The Grand Officers again
made a procession round the Lodge three different times, at
the end of which the Grand Master pouring Wine over the
Lodge, declared in solemn form, the Hall dedicated To Virtue
and Science, which being proclaimed by the Grand Secretary,
the Grand Honours were given as before. The Grand Officers
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again made a procession round the Lodge three different
times, at the end of which the Grand Master pouring Oil on
the Lodge in solemn form, declared the Hall dedicated To
Universal Charity and Benevolence, which being proclaimed
by the Grand Secretary, the Grand Honours were given as
before.

A Consecration prayer was then offered up by One of the
Grand Chaplains and the Grand Master returned to Solomon’s
Chair.

During the ceremony of Dedication the following odes were
sung accompanied with the Organ, viz:

FrsT ObDE.

Hail | Masonry divine!
Glory of ages shine!

Long may’st thou reign;
‘Where’er thy Lodges stand,
May they have great command,
And always grace the land;

Thou art divine!

Great fabrics still arise,

And grace the azure skies,
Great are thy schemes:

Thy noble orders are

Matchless beyond compare,

No art with thee can share;
Thou art divine!

Hiram, the Architect,
Did all the Craft direct
How they should build;
120



Dedication of the Rebuilt ball

Sol’mon, great Is’rel’s King, Y

Did mighty blessings bring,

And left us room to sing,
Hail | royal Art!

Chorus three times.

Seconp ObpE.

Hail! mysterious, glorious science,

‘Which to discord bids defiance;
Harmony alone reigns here.

Come, let’s sing to him that rais’d us

From the rugged path that maz’d us,
To the light that we revere.

TaRD ODE.
Air,
‘When earth’s foundation first was laid,
By the Almighty Artist’s hand,
"T'was then our perfect laws were made,
Establish’d by his strict command.

Chorus.

Hail | mysterious, hail ! glorious Masonry !
That makes us ever great and free.

Praise the Grand Master.
A Masonic Canon for four Voices.
Composed by Dr. J. K. Jackson.
‘‘Praise the Grand Master of the Universal Lodge.’’

On Motion made and Seconded,
Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
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Lodge be presented to the R. W. Grand Master for the Ora-
tion delivered by him this day before the Grand Lodge in
Zion’s Church, and that he be respectfully requested to fur-
nish a Copy thereof for publication.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the Officers of the Washington Benevo-
lent Society for their politeness in granting the use of the
Grand Saloon in their Hall for the purpose of forming the
Masonic Procession in this day.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the Corporation of Zion’s Church for
their kindness in granting the use of the said Church for the
purpose of delivering in it the Masonic Oration before the
Grand Lodge this day.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge
of New Jersey, for their Assistance in the solemn ceremonies
of this day.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the Building Committee for their care
and attention in superintending the reconstruction of the Hall.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the furnishing Committee for the taste
displayed by them in furnishing the various apartments in
the Hall.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the Committee of Arrangement, and to
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the Committee who attended in the Church for the services
rendered by them.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the Committee who procured and ar-
ranged the Music in the Church and in the Hall.

On Motion made and Seconded,

Resolved Unanimously, that the thanks of this Grand
Lodge be presented to the Ladies and Gentlemen composing
the Choir, and to all who assisted in the vocal and instru-
mental performance this day in the Church and in the Grand
Lodge room.

Grand Lodge closed in Harmony at half past 4 o’clock,
P. M., and the Brethren repaired to various places previously
fixed on to dine.

MasoNIc BANQUET.

The Grand Lodge, with the Grand Officers of the Grand
Lodge of New Jersey, with a Number of respectable Visitors
and Brethren, about Two Hundred in Number, sat down
about 5 o’clock in the afternoon to an elegant Banquet, pre-
pared in the Grand Saloon of the Hall, and at an early hour
in the Evening they separated in the utmost harmony and
good order.

The display of the Craft, about 1000 in Number, exceeded
in splendor and order any former exhibition of the kind ; and
notwithstanding the concourse of spectators surpassed any
ever assembled on a public occasion in this City, yet no un.
pleasant occurrence interrupted the solemnities of the day.
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CHAPTER XXV.

MixvuTtes or Lopge No. 2—1820-1827.

HE first Stated Meeting of Lodge No. 2, An-
cient York Masons, to be held in the Rebuilt
Hall, was on Monday, November 13, 1820.

Members Present. Vis.tre

Br. Geo. A. Baker, W.M. Br. Morris B..Cohen No. 3
“ E. T. Weaver, S.W. ¢ Frankland, 67
“ @& Fisher ' J. W, “ Meleich late 2
“ ¢ Lafitte Secry.  “ Brocklehurst 71
“ J. R. Burden % B. Cohen, S.C. 9
Br. J. Purker, “ J. Gullen 67
“ M. Pryor % Jacob Durff 52
“ Mensing “ Saml. Black, 113
“ Drum Br. Rice
“ Lowry “ Ruff
“ Hailer “ Keatting
“ Lieb  Primrose )
“ Wood “ Hamilton
% Shuster “ Hymas

“ Davis

“ Weikham

“ Caldwell

Pd Treasr.

An E. A. L. was opened in anct form at 7 O’clock
and the minutes of the last stated meeting were read
and approved.
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Mr. Geo. Parkinson (Inn-Keeper) applied for mem-
bership. Messrs. Daniel Newman & Peter Shuster
also applied for membership.

Br. Pollock’s petition for membership, at his request
was withdrawn.

An application for charity was received from Mrs,
E. Hartman, widow of Br. R. Hartman,‘ upon which
five dollars were granted & Brs Weaver, Ruff and J.
R. Burden, appointed a Committee.

The dues were collected, Tyler’s Bill was ordered to
be paid & Lodge closed in harmony at 9 O’clock.

A. LAPITTE,
Secry.

Stated Meeting.—Lodge No. 2, A. Y. Masons, Mon-
day Evening, Decr. 11, 1820.

Members Present. Visitors.
Br. Geo. A. Baker, W.M Joseph H. Means 52
E. T. Weaver, S.W. Wmn. Eider, 121
L. Keatting J.W. Wm. Wilson 132
A Lafitte, Secry. Thos. Vansant 72
J. Burden Tr. Isaac Plede, 91
G. F. Hailer, Isaac Myer 131
G. Hamilton, Joseph Johns do
B. A. Meredith, F. Wolbert 127
Carried over Br. Thos. M. Rush, 130
Br. A. Wood Levy Aniker, 155
Wm. Drum Thos. Nekervis late of 52
L. Lowry H. Witmer, 128
R. Allen C. McKaraher 3
J. Strieby Saml. Fox. ' 127
T. Stone John Wilbank, late of 2
V. Primrose, Hugh Early 59
J. R. Burden . Letis “
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Br. F. Nice. Br. Wales, “
L. Keatting Jas. Morris 126
L Parker Jas. Baker, 91
H. Lieb Taylor
% Toole. Arthur A, Wills, Wilm.
M. T. Wickham Del. 11
R. Fetters, L. Taylor 67
J. F. Davis, Jno. Wilson, 50
F. Mensing, Thos. C. Luders, 125
Jno. Culin David Snyder, g
M. Pryor Caleb. Weeks
L. Shuster Lewis Allen 126
D. Weyman A. H Hunkel, 67
Jno. O’brien, G. Gloninger 130
J. Sommer, B. Cole. 19
R. Welford, Charles Stout, 67
Alexr. Caldwell, Hugh MecKenzie do
Wmn. Bradley, B. Molyneaux, 52
G. Parkinson, J. Thomas, do
Danl. Newman T. B. Freeman 51
Peter ‘Shuster, B. Say, 134
G. Fisher, Jas. Harper, Jr. 114

Saml. Webb. 67
. W. D. Kennedy, 67
Visitors, E. W. Buckman, Wilm.

Br. Geo. P. Bonin, No. 3 Del. 36
J. E. Tomkins 67 J. Avery, 150
"Wm. Barger 9 Clayton Hollinghead 121
David Woepller 131 J. E. James 67
Jackson Oliver 131 Wm. C. Cuthbert 127
Saml. Bispham 72 Jas. West. n
B. Perroteau 160 Jno. Gullin 67
David Boyd 114 Jas. MecCormack, 3
F. Cole 59 D. Nathans ‘71
Tracy Taylor sl Jdno. Uhle, 52
Charles Wilson 132 J. Dwiff do
Saml. Thompson 9 Williamson, ’

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 6 O’clock,
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Petitions for nitiation and Charity

and the ms. of the last stated meeting were read and
approved. .

Mr. Geo. Parkinson was ballotted for and approved.

He received the First Degree in Freemasonry, and
returned thanks. and pd. ten dollars on acet.

Messrs. Daniel Newman, and Peter Shuster were bal-
lotted for and approved, and were initiated into the
first degree of Masonry, they then returned thanks &
paid their initiation fee.

A Petition was read for initiation, from Mr. Richard
Alexander,! whereupon Brs. Lafitte, J. R. Burden and
A. Wood were appointed a Committee to enquire into
his character.

A Petition duly recommended was read from Brother
John Wilbank late of this Lodge, praying to be again
admitted to membership, whereupon Brs. Keatting,
Allen, & Primrose were appointed a Committee.

A application for charity was made in behalf of the
widow, Goraff whereupon $5. were granted & Brs. J.
Burden, Keatting & Lafittee appointed a Committee.

Petitions for Charity were read in behalf of the
widows Winemore & Chambers, whereupon five dollars

1 Richard Alexander, son of James Alexander, a member of Lodge No.
2 (Vol 1, Freemasonry in Pennsylvania, p. 47) was born in the city of
Philadelphia on March 31, 1780. He was a cabinet-maker at No. 92
South Third Street, opposite St. Paul’s Church. He was secretary of
the Provident Society. He became a member of Lodge No. 2, and was
Junior Warden at the time of his death in April, 1823.

8ee ‘‘ History of Old St. Paul’s Church,’’ pp. 34, 162-163, 220, 231,
254255,
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were granted to each & Brs. Keatting Ruff, and Allen
appointed a Committee.

This being night of election the brethren were called
off from labour to refreshments for ten minutes, in
order to prepare their tickets. At the expiration of
that time, they were called on to Labour and Brs.
Burden and Sommer were appointed Tellers.

The Lodge then went into the election, upon count-
ing the votes it appeared that the following brethren
were severally elected to the respective officers an-
nexed to their names, for the ensuing twelve months
commencing on St. John’s day next. Viz.:

Vis. Worshipful Master,
Br. Emmor T. Weaver, Senior Warden.

Benj™ A. Meredith Junior Warden,

V. Primrose, Secretary,

A. Lafitte, Treasurer.

Joseph Burden,

Br. Frederick Mensing tendered his resignation, laid
over till next meeting.

The Committee on Mrs. Hartman reported that they
had relieved her with the sum of Five Dollars.

‘A Communication was received from the R. W. G.
Treasurer, containing the amount of arrears from this
Lodge to the R. W. G. Lodge, which were ordered to
be paid. The Dues were collected & the Lodge ad-
journed in harmony at 10 O’clock to Saturday the 23rd
instant, at 6} o’clock in the evening. A LAFITTE,

Secry.
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Rdjourned and Stated MDeetings

An:roummﬁ MzeTiNg, Lobge No. 2, Anc. Y. Masons.
Saturday evening, December 23, 1820.

Members Present.

Br. G. A. Baker, W.M. Emmor T. Weaver, S. W.
B. A. Meredith J. W. A. Lafitte, Secretary,
V. Primrose, J. B. Burden, John Parker,
L. Lowry,
Visitors.
Br. Horton, No. 67, Br. Benner, 114..

A M. M. Lodge was then opened and the following
officers were elected to serve for the next twelve
months.

Br. Emmor T. Weaver, W.M. Bro. A. Meredith 8. W.
Violet Primrose, J.W. A. Lafitte, Secr’y.

Br. Chas. Schneider, was appointed tyler. and the
Lodge closed in harmony, at 74 o’clock.
A. LaFrTTR,
Secry.

StaTED MEETING, LODGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK MASONS.
Monday Evening, January 8, 1821.

Members Present. Br. L. Shuster,
Bro. Emmor T. Weaver, W. M., Wm. Drum
B. A. Meredith, 8. W. P. Shuster
V. Primrose, J.W. D. Newman
Lafitte, G. A. Baker,
J. Burden, Tr. L. Keatting
J. R. Burden, S.D. F. Nice,
Adna Wood, J.D. Lewis Lowry
G. F. Hailer, Robt Welford,
John Parker, @G. Parkinson
G. Fisher, .
Henry Lieb

.
X}
.0
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An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 6} o’clock
and the Minutes of the last stated meeting were read
and adopted.

The W. Master made the following appointments,
viz: Br. Jesse R. Burden, Senior Deacon, Br. Adna
‘Wood, Junior Deacon, Br. Geo Fisher S. M.C,, Br.
Lewis Lowry, J. M. C., Brs. John Culin & Lambert
Keatting Stewards.

The E. A. L. closed and the F. C. L. was opened,
when Brs. Peter Shuster and Daniel Newman were
passed to the Degree of F. C. M’s. The F'. C. L. closed
and the E. A. L. was opened, when Mr. Alexander was
ballotted for and approved, and received the E. A. D.

The E. A. L. was closed and the F. C. L. was opened,
when Br. Geo. Parkinson, was passed to the F. C. D.

The F. C. L. was closed and the E. A. L. opened,
when Br. Wilbank was ballotted for and unanimously
approved.

A petition for charity from Mrs. Andrews, widow of
Leonard formerly a member was received, upon which
$5 were granted, and Brs. L. Shuster, J. R. Burden &
A. Lafitte were appointed a committee.

Similar petitions were received from Brs. Thos.
Stone, 8 member & Saml. Basset, upon which five dol-
lars were granted to each & Brs. Meredith, Primrose
and Keatting were appointed a committee.

Brs. Justinian F. Davis & Alexander Caldwell ten-
dered._gl;egr resignations, which were ordered to lie
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over till next stated night. On motion it was resolved
that Br. Stone’s dues up to this night be remitted.

On motion, it was resolved that Br. Joseph Dudley
be expelled for non-payment of dues: and that Edward
‘Warner, Benjamin Harris and John Able be suspended
for the same reason.

On Motion it was resolved that the Secr’y inform
Br. James Webster that unless he pay the initiation fee
of Br. G. L. Corbin by the next stated meeting, they
shall both be expelled.

The E. A. L. was closed and a M. M. L. was opened,
when Br. J. Burden Tr. elect was installed., into office.
The M. M. L. closed and the E. A. L. opened. The
dues were collected, Tyler’s bill was ordered to be paid
& Lodge closed in harmony at 93 o’clock.

A. LarirTE,
Secr’y.

ExTeA MEETING, LODGE No. 2, A. Y. Masons.

Members Present.

Br. Lambert Keatting, W.M, p.t.
Weaver S. W. p.t

Visitors.

Br. Kneass No. 130, Riley 130, Schneider, 71, Fannen, 131, Weeks
67, Pascal 130, Deviling 59.

A M. M. L. was opened in ancient and solemn form
at 6 o’clock A. Dispensation was received ¢ read from
the R. W. G. M. of the Gr. Lodge of Penna. authoriz-

ing the W. M. of the Lodge to pass Br. Justinian F.
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Davis to the chair. Br. Davis being in waiting was in-
troduced & passed to the chair. in the presence of
Past Masters only.

Lodge closed in harmony at 6} o’clock.

(Bigned)

CHAs. SOENEIDER,
Secr’y pro Tem.

StaTEp MeETING, LODGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK Masoxs.

Monday Evening, February 12, 1821.

Members. Members.
Br. E. T. Weaver, W.M. Br. A. Wood,
B. A. Meredith 8. W. Fk Wilhelm
V. Primrose, J.W. R. Fetters
A. Lafitte, Secr’y. L. Keatting
Jos. Burden, Treasr. B. Harris
Geo. Fisher, F. Nioce,
J. R. Burden John Parker,
G. A. Baker, R. Welford,
Wm. Drum, @. Parkinson,
John Culin, J. Wilbank,
P. Shuster, Thos. Stone,
Danl. Newman, Matthew Pryor
George Hamilton L. Shuster
Richd Alexander, R. W. Jones
Br. Lewis Lowry, John Able
H. Lieb.

‘An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 6} o’clock
and the minutes of the last stated & extra meetmgs
were read & adopted.

The E. A. L. was closed and a F. C. L. was opened
when Br. Alexander, and Br. R. W. Jones were passed

to the Degree of F. C. M’s.
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The F. C. L. closed and the M. M. L. opened when
Br. Parkinson was raised to the Degree of M. M.

Br. J. F. Davis requested this Lodge would be
pleased to give him a recommendation to Chapter No.
52, which was granted. The M. Masons L. closed and
an E. A. L. was opened.

The Com. on Mrs. Andrews reported that they had
given her the sum allowed by the Lodge.

The Com. on Brs. Stone and Bassett reported, that
they had relieved her with the money directed.

Br. Able after being suspended at the last meeting,
was again reinstated.

An application for charity having been made on be-
‘half of Mrs. McKeage, the widow of our late Br. James
McKeage a committee consisting of Brs. Keatting,
Ruff & Burden was appointed and ten dollars were
granted for her relief.

The dues were collected, and the Lodge was closed
in harmony at 10 O’clock.

' A. LarrTTE,
Secry.

Statep MEeeTING, LOoDGE No. 2, ANcreNT York Masons.
Monday Evening, March 12, 1821.

Members Present. Br. R. W. Jones,
Br. Emmor T. Weaver, W.M. Danl. Newman,
Benj. A/ Meredith 8. W. R. Alexander,
V. Primrose, J.W. Geo. A. Baker,
A. Lafitte, Secr’y, Thos. Stone,
J. R. Burden, . Benj. Harris
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Br. Geo. Fisher, Br.F. Nice,
A. Wood, Henry Lieb
Benj. Toole, Geo. F. Hailer,
Richd Fetters, John Culin,
M. T. Wickham, ‘Wm. Bradley,
John Parker, G. Hamilton,
Lewis Lowry,

A. F. C. L. was opened at 6% o’clock and the minutes
of the last Stated Meeting were read and adopted.

A. F. C. L. was closed and a M. M’s L. was opened
and Brs. Newman, Alexander & Jones was raised to the
Sublime Degree of M.M.

A Bill for Grand Lodge Dues was received amount-
ing to $138-25. On Motion it was resolved that the
Treasurer pay over on acct. the money he may have in
his hands.

On motion it was resolved that Br. Harris who was
suspended at the last stated meeting for non-payment
of dues be reinstated in his former standing in this
Lodge.

The dues were collected, the Tyler’s bills ordered to
be paid and the Lodge was closed in harmony at 93
o’clock.

A. LariTTE,
Secry.

StaTED MEETING, LODGE No. 2, ANCIENT YORK MaSONs.
Monday Evening, April 9, 1821.

Members Present. Br. G. Hamilton,
Br. Emmor T. Weaver, W.M. W. W. Sheed,
Benjn. A. Meredith, S.W. B. Harris,
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AOdition to By-Laws

Br. V. Primrose, J.W. Br.Weyman,
A. Lafitte, Secry. J. Culin,
J. Burden, Trear, G. Fisher,
F. Nice, ) R. W. Jones,
A, Wood,
H. Lieb,
R. Alexander,
J. R. Burden,
P. Shuster,
D. Newman,

An E. A. L. was opened in ancient form at 73 o’clock
and the minutes of the last stated meeting were read
and adopted.

The Annual Communication of the R. W. G. Lodge
of Penna. was read and ordered to be entered on the
minutes.

The By-Laws having gone through a second reading
were adopted excepting the 12th article which was or-
dered to lie over till the next meeting.

Mr. Joseph Esherick and Mr. F. D. Sanno applied
for membership.

Br. W. W. Sheed tendered his<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>