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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

EARLY MASONRY IN EUROPE.—ITS INTRODUCTION
INTO THE AMERICAN COLONIES.—ITS
CONNECTION WITH THE
MASONRY OF
TO-DAY.

It is not the province of this work to attempt to prove or disprove
any of the existing claims as to the exact origin of the fraternity of
Freemasons, yet, as a proper introduction to the history of this in-
stitution in Michigan, it is well to briefly review a fetv points in its
early recorded history, as well as its first introduction into America.
It is not the design to open a controversy with those who. claim that
Masonry dates back to the builders of the Egyptian pyramids, or to
the building of King Solomon’s Temple. A historian, in writing up-
on this subject says:

‘“The mysteries of the Egyptians, passing through Moses to the Jewish
people, afterwards disseminated among the Greeks and Romans, were, among the
latter, introduced in part into the College of Builders, instituted by Numa Pom-
pelius in the year 715, before our era.”” He further says: ‘‘Many of the cor-
porations of builders who were with the Roman Legions in the countries border-
ing on the Rhine were sent by the Emperor Claude, in the year 43, into the
British Isles, to protect the Romans against the incursions of the Scotts. Wher-
ever the legions established intrenched camps, the Masonic Corporation erected
cities, more or less important. It is thus that York, called by the Romans,
Eboracum and subsequently celebrated in the history of Freemasonry, became
one of the first that acquired importance and elevation to the rank of a Roman city."’

The Roman possession of Britain transformed the inhabitants
thereof, and many of the customs and practices of the conquering
nation were adopted by the people of that subjugated land. Itis with-
out doubt true, that the “Colleges of Builders,” introduced by the
Romans, became, in England and Scotland, the “Societies of Free-
masons” that existed in those countries for a long time after the Rom-
an invasion.
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William J. Hughan, of England, one of the best known masonic
writers in the world, in writing upon early Freemasonry, says:

‘‘Believing as we do that the present association of Freemasonry is an out-
growth of the Building Corporations and Guilds of the Middle Ages, as also the
lineal descendant and sole representative of the early Secret Masonic Sodalities, it
appears to us that their ancient laws and charges are specially worthy of preserva-
tion, study and reproduction.’”” Again he says: ‘‘Grand Lodges are a modern
outgrowth of operative Freemasonry, the first of which was instituted in the me-
tropolis of England, on the Festival of St. John the Baptist, A. D., 1717, and was
the vigorous offspring of four old Lodges, two of which exist to this day.”’

It has long been maintained by the most profound English stu-
dents and writers upon Masonry, that the first Grand Lodge of Free-
masons was established at York, by a charter granted by King Ath-
elstan to his brother, Prince Edwin, in the year 926, and that this
Prince became the first Grand Master out of York. The Grand Lodge
then established continued in operation for about eight hundred years.

YORK, ENGLAND, A.D. 926.
One of the claims of the craft, in those ages, was the right of the re-
quisite number of Masons, wherever they might chance to be sojourn-
ing, to combine themselves together into a Lodge, adopt such by-laws
as were suited to their government, and, without any authority of war-
rant from a higher source, to practice the principles and disseminate
the benefits of Masonry according to their own judgment. After the
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establishment of the Grand Lodge of York, Grand Lodges were formed
in Scotland and Ireland, and they were in perfect accord with the one
at York upon the matter of the protection and well being of operative
masons engaged in the practice of their craft. From the writings of
a prominent masonic author, we learn:

‘‘Freemasonry, during the latter part of the seventeeth century, decreased to
such an extent that in 1703, but four Lodges existed in the city of London, and
that throughout Great Britain at that time none other were known to the members,
who, reduced to the smallest number, attended the meetings of these. In fact,
with the completion of St. Paul’s Cathedral, the city of London was considered
tebuilt, and the occupation of the operative Masons seemed to have been brought
to a close; while the Accepted Masons, having obtained the object of their desire
in the restoration of Monarchy, neglected the communion they had previously
kept up with the operative members of the institution. Hence we find, that in
the year 1703, the Lodge of St. Paul, so named because the Operative Masons en-
gaged in the erection of the Cathedral, held their Lodge in a building situated in
the church-yard or grounds thereof—passed an important resolution, the object of
which was to augment the members of the fraternity, and to give to the masonic
institution some of its former importance in public estimation, viz:

Resolved, 'That the privileges of Masonry shall no longer be confined to
Operative Masons, but be free to men of all professions, provided that they are
regularly approved and initiated into the fraternity.

This important decision changed entirely the face of the society and transformed
it into what we find it to-day; but many difficulties had to be removed, and
many years of probation had to be passed, before this form of its workings could
be successfully adopted.

This was owing, first, to the want of union among the four Lodges; second,
to the exceedingly disreputable character which, for many years, had attached to
the Society—it having degenerated from an influential and privileged institution
to little better than a pot-house companionship, with now and then a proud few
who remembered its glories of other days; but, perhaps, above all, the determined
opposition of the Grand Master, Sir Christopher Wren, the architect of the New
City of London, to the spirit of the innovating resolution. This opposition he
maintained until his death; o that it was not until after that event, which occured
in 1716, that the four Lodges which still existed, more in name than in fact, felt
themselves at liberty to assemble their membership with the primary object of
electing a new Grand Master, but more to detach themselves from all connection
with the Lodge at York, that had for fifty years enjoyed but a nominal existence,
and to put into active operation the decision involved in the resolution of 1703."”

In February, 1717, the four old Lodges mentioned in above ex-
tract met at the Apple Tree Tavern, in Charles Street Convent Garden,
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London, with some other old Masons, and after duly considering the
matter, resolved to resume the quarterly communications of the offi-
cers of the Lodges; to hold an annual feast, and to choose a Grand
Master from among themselves.

Edward T. Shultz, masonic writer, in writing upon this matter,
says:

‘‘Before dinner, the oldest Master of a Lodge, presiding, proposed a list of
proper candidates, when Anthony Sayer, gentleman, by a majority of hands, was
selected as Grand Master of Masons, and was forthwith invested with the badges
of office by the oldest Mason and installed; Mr. Jacob Samball, carpenter, and
Captain Joseph Elliott, were selected as the Grand Wardens, and thus was insti-
tuted the Grand Lodge of England.

Grand Master Sayer commanded the Masters and Wardens of Lodges to
meet the Grand Officers every quarter in communication, at the place appointed in
his summons, and prohibited the craft thereafter from forming Subordinate Lodges
under the “‘inherent’’ claim, but required that such bodies should only be organized
by a warrant duly issued by the Grand Lodge—as then and there organized.

On the following assembly and feast, St. John’s day, 1718, George Payne,
Esq., was elected Grand Master of Masons, who also recommended the strict ob-
servances of the quarterly communications, and desired the brethren to bring to
the Grand Lodge any old writings and records concerning Masons and Masonry,
in order to show the usages of ancient times, and this year several old copies of
the Gothic Constitutions were produced and collated. The wish expressed at the
Grand Feast for collecting old manuscripts, appears to have been preparatory to
the compiling and publishing a code of ‘‘Masonic Institutions’’ for the govern-
ment of the Grand Lodge, and which duty was assigned to Dr. James Anderson
and the Rev. John Theophilus Desaguliers, both gentlemen of learning and
distinction.

Their work was submitted to committees at various sessions of the Grand
Lodge, and after much discussion, many amendments and additions, were finally
approved and adopted by the Grand Lodge. So that at the annual assembly and
feast at St. John’s day, 1722, Doctor Anderson presented his ‘‘New Book of Con-
stitutions’’ in print, the first Masonic work ever issued in that form.

The fraternaty expressed their lasting obligations to Grand Master Payne
for his zeal as Grand Master, in introducing brethren of noble rank into the Society,
who had done honor to the craft by their countenance. and example. The num-
ber of Lodges began rapidly to increase, and the Grand Lodge entered upon a
brilliant career of success and usefulness. Her ‘‘provincial Grand Masters’’ and
‘‘Book of Constitutions,’” soon floated through commerce to all parts where Eng-
lish speaking people resided in any considerable numbers. And in the short space
of twenty-five years, the Grand Lodge of England had spread the new Freemasonry

in a manner little less than miraculous, into nearly every portion of the civilized
world.”’
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It was not more than ten or twelve years after the re-organization
of the fraternity in 1717, that it was introduced into America. Bro-
ther Benjamin Franklin's paper, the “Pennsylvania Gazette,’ on De-
cember 8, 1730, published in Philadelphia, contained notices concern-
ing “the erection of several Lodges of Freemasons in the Province.”
On June fifth of that year, the first recorded authority, emanating
from the Grand Lodge, to plant the institution in America, was con-
tained in the Deputation making Daniel Cox, Esquire, Provincial
Grand Master for the Provinces of New York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania, in America. There is not the slightest doubt about the
genuineness of this deputation. It read as follows:

Sic Subscribitur.
(L. S.)
NORFOLK, G. M.

To all and every our Right Worshipful, Worshipful and loving Brethren now re-
siding or who may hereafter reside in the Provinces of New York, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania, His Grace, THOMAS, Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal and Heredi-
tary Marshal of England, Earl of Arundel, Surrey, Norfolk and Norwich, Baron
Mowbray, Howard Segrave, Brewse of Gower, Fitz Allen, Warren, Clan Oswald,
estre Maltravers, Greystock, Furnival Verdon, Lovelot, Strango of Blackmere, and
Howard of Castle Rising, after the Princes of the Royal Blood, first Duke Earl
and Baron of England, Chief of the illustrious family of the Howards, Grand
Master of the free and accepted Masons of England, Sendeth Greeting:

Whereas application has been made unto us by our Right Worshipful and
well beloved Brother, Daniel Cox, of New Jersey, Esqr., and by several other
Brethren, free and accepted Masons, residing and about to reside in the said Prov-
inces of New York, New Jersey ani Pennsylvania, that we would be pleased to
nominate and appoint a Provincial Grand Master of the said Provinces: Now
know ye, that we have nominated, ordained, constituted and appointed, and do by
these presents nominate, ordain, constitute and appoint, our Right Worshipful
and well beloved Brother, the said Daniel Cox, Provincial Grand Master of the
said Provinces of New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, with full Power and
Authority to nominate and appoint his Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens
for the space of two years from the feast of St. John the Baptist now mnext en-
suing, after which time it is our will and pleasure, and we do hereby ordain that
the Brethren who do now reside, or who may hereafter reside, in all or any of said
Provinces shall and they are hereby empowered every other year on the feast of
St. John the Baptist to elect a Provincial Grand Master, who shall have the power
of nominating and appointing his Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens. And
we do hereby empower our said Provincial Grand Master and the Grand Master,
Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens for the time being, for us and in our
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place and stead to constitute the Brethren (free and accepted Masons) now resid-
ing or who shall hereafter reside in those parts, into one or more regular Lodge
or Lodges, as he shall think fit, and as often as occasion will require. He, the
said Daniel Cox, and the Provincial Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and
Grand Wardens for the time being taking special care that all and every member
of any Lodge or Lodges so to be constituted have or shall be made regular Masons,
and that they do cause all and every the Regulations contained in the printed Book
of Constitutions, except so far as they have been altered by the Grand Lodge at
their Quarterly Meetings, to be kept and observed, and also all such other Rules
and Instructions as shall from fime to time be transmitted to him or them by us,
or Nath'l Blackerly, Esquire, our Deputy Grand Master, or the Grand Master or
his Deputy for the time being, and that he, the said Daniel Cox, our Provincial
Grand Master of the said Provinces,and the Provincial Grand Master for the time
being, or his Deputy, do send to us or our Deputy Grand Master and to the Grand
Master of England or his Deputy for the time being annually an account in writing
of the number of Lodges so constituted, with the names of the several members of
each particular Lodge, together with such other matters and things as he or they
shall think fit to be communicated for the prosperity of the Craft. And lastly,
we will and require that our said Provincial Grand Master, and the Grand
Master for the time being or his deputy, do annually cause the Brethren to keep
the feast of St. John the Evangelist, and dine together on thatday, or (in case
any accident should happen to prevent their dining together on that day) on any
other day near that time, as the Provincial Grand Master for the time being
shall judge most fit, as is done here, and at that time more particularly and at
all Quarterly Communications he do recommend a General Charity to be estab-
lished for the Relief of poor Brethren of the said Province.

Given under our hand and seal of office at London, this fifth day of June, 1730,
and of Masonry 5730.”

It has been claimed that Brother Cox never exercised the au-
thority conferred in this deputation, but there is evidence that he did
so in at least one case, and he doubtless did in others, the record of
such action not being preserved. A letter is in existence, that was
written by Henry Bell, of Lancaster, Pa., to Doctor Cadwallader of
Philadelphia, dated November 17, 1754, in which the following words
are used:

As you well know, I was one of the originators of the first Masonic Lodge in
Philadelphia. A party of us used to meet at the Tun Tavern in Water Street, and
sometimes opened a Loodge there. Once in the fall of 1730, we formed a design of
obtaining a Charter for a regular Lodge, and made application to the Grand Lodge
of England for one, but before receiving it, we heard that Daniel Cox, of New
Jersey, had been appointed by that Grand Lodge as Provincial Grand Master of
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New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. We therefore applied to him, and our
request was granted.’’

An old ledger used by “St. John’s Lodge,” Philadelphia, from 1731
to 1738, which has been preserved, contains accounts which prove that
Lodge to have been in existence in 1730.

The issue of Brother Franklin’s paper for June 26, 1732, contains
the following:
‘‘Saturday last, (June 24th,) being St. John's day, the Grand Lodge of the

Ancient and Honorable Society of FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS was held
at the Sun (T'un) Tavern in Water Street, when after a handsome entertainment,

THE OLD TUN TAVERN, PHILADELPHIA,
IN WHICH THE FIRST LODGE OF FRGE MASONS WAS ORGANIZED IN NORTH AMERICA.

the Worshipful W. ALLEN, Esquire, was unanimously chosen Grand Master of
this Province for the year ensuing, who was pleased to appoint Mr. Wm. Pringle,
Deputy Grand Master; Wardens chosen for the ensuing year were THOMAS
BOUDE and BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.”

April 30, 1733, a deputation was granted by Anthony, Lord Vis-
count Montague, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England, to
Henry Price, of Boston, appointing him Provincial Grand Master of
New England and Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging.
The following is a copy of that deputation:
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MONTAGUE (L. S.) G. M.

To all and every Our Right Worshl Worshipful and Loving Brethren now Re-
siding or who may hereafter Reside in New England,

The Rt. Honble and Rt. Worshl Anthony Lord Viscount Montague, Grand
Master of the Free and Accepted Masons of England, Sendeth Greeting :

Whereas application has been made unto us by our Rt. Worshl and well Be-
loved Brother Afr. Henry Price in behalf of himself and several other Brethren
now Residing in New England aforesaid Free and Accepted Masons, that we would
be pleased to nominate and appoint a Provincial Grand Master of Free and Accept-
ed Masons in New England aforesaid.

NOW KNOW YE That we have Nominated, Ordained, Constituted and ap-
pointed and do by these Presents Nominate, Ordain, Constitute, and appoint Our
said Worshl and well Beloved Brother Mr. Henry Price, Provincial Grand Master
of New England aforesaid and Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging with
full power and authority to nominate and appoint his Deputy Grand Master and
Grand Wardens, and we do also hereby empower the said Mr. Henry Price for us
and in Our place and Stead, to Constitute the Brethren (Free and Accepted Mas-
ons) now Residing or shall hereafter reside in these parts, into one or more re-
gular Lodge or Lodges, as he shall think fit, and often as occasion shall require. He
the said Mr. Henry Price, taking especial care that all and every member of any Lcdge
or Lodges so to be Constituted have been or shall be made Regular Masons, and
that they do cause all and every the Regulations Contained in the Printed Book
of Constitutions (except so far as they have been altered by the Grand Lodge at
their Quarterly meetings) to be kept and observed, and also all such other Rules
and Instructions as shall from time to time be transmitted to him by us or by
Thomas Batson Esquire, Our Deputy Grand Master, or the Grand Master or his
Deputy for the time being, and that He the said Mr. Henry Price or his Deputy
do send to us or Qur Deputy Grand Master and to the Grand Master of England
or his Deputy for the time being Annualy, an acct in writing of the number of
Lodges so Constituted with the names of the several Members of each Particular
Lodge, together with such other matters and things as he or they shall think fit
to Communicate for the Prosperity of the Craft.

And Lastly we will and Require that our said Provincial Grand Master of
New England do Aunnually cause the Brethren to keep the feast of St. John the
Evangelist, and Dine together on that Day, or (in case any ac¢cident should happen
to prevent their Dining together on that Day) on any other day near that time as
he shall judge most fit as is done here and that at all Quarterly Communications,
he do recommend a General Charity to be Established for the Relief of Poor
Brethren in these parts.

siven under our Hand and Seal of Office at London the Thirtieth Day of
April 1733, and of Masonry 5733.

By the Grand Master’s Command, Thos. Batson, D. G. M.
G. Rooke, S. G. W.
J. Smythe, J. G. W.
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HENRY PRICE.

Henry Price was born in London, England, in the year 1697 and
came to America about the year 1723, being then about twenty-six
years of age. No trace of him appears in Boston prior to 1732, in
which year he brought a suit in the Inferior Court of Common Pleas
in Boston, and he is described in the writ as “Henry Price of Bos-
ton, etc., Taylor.” From this it is evident that he must have been
established in business there as early as 1730 or 1731. In 1733,
Governor Jonathan Bilcher appointed him Cornet in his troop of
Guards, with the rank of Major, and from that time he was known
as Major Price.

Price carried on his business for some time at the sign of the
Brazen Head, on Cornhill.

In 1736 he formed a partnership with one Francis Beteilhe, who
was a shopkeeper, while Price carried on the tailoring department.
This co-partnership continued until 1740. About 1739 it appears that
Price gave up the tailoring, for after this he and his partner are de-
scribed as shopkeepers. In 1741 he assumed sole control of the business,
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and carried it on for some time at the corner of Pond and Newberry
streets, now Bedford and Washington streets. This was then in the
south part of Boston. Price possessed a large lot of land on the south-
erly side of what is now Bedford street, upon which were a brick store
and a dwelling-house, while part of the premises was improved as a
garden.

In 1740 he purchased, for £1,000, a lot of land with buildings
thereon, situated ‘‘at the lower end of the Broad street, wherein the

Exchange or Town House stands, leading down to the Governor’s
Dock.”

At the time he purchased, there was a wooden building upon it.
In the spring of 1744 he commenced a brick building, which was com-
pleted during the summer, and before November; and upon his appli-
cation, the selectmen gave him permission to erect a sign post in King
street, opposite his store. He removed here with his family, occupy-
ing the upper part as a dwelling-house, and the lower part as a store.
This was the usual manner of occupying buildings used for stores in
those days. The firm business not only included the mechanical la-
bor of tailoring, but also the business of what isnow known as a mer-
chant tailor, and, in addition, the sale of cloths, silks, ribbons and
similar articles of merchandise. This business, asa merchant or shop-
keeper, he carried on alone from 1741 to 1750, when he retired. It
does not appear that after this he was engaged in any occupation,
and from the great amount of real estate which he possessed it is im-
probable that he was.

In the fall of 1737 he was married to Miss Townsend, who died
in the summer of 1751, and May 25, 1752, he was again married to
Mary Tilden, of Boston. She died in 1759 or 1760, and on “September
ye 17, 1771,” he was again married to Lydia Randall.

His estate at Townsend was large, embracing several farms,
with buildings, mills, mill privileges, mechanical shops, wood-lots and
hundreds of acres. Here he lived quietly, and enjoyed his increasing
years. Age prevented his taking any part in the contest with Great
Britain, which broke out into Revolution in 1775. He was of course
interested in its progress. In a conveyance, made May 14, 1779, he
adds after the date and year, the following: “and third year of the
independence of the United States of America.” This is the only
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evidence which has come to hand, showing his sentiments upon the
conflict then impending. His active sympathies were undoubtedly with
the struggling colonies, as at that time no man would have acknow-
ledge independence, if his feelings had been friendly to the Crown.

About the 14thof May, 1780, while using an axe in splitting
rails, it glanced and struck him in the abdomen, inflicting a severe
and fatal wound. The most serious consequences were apprehended.
His last will and testament were prepared immediately, and executed
on the 15th. This document gives a clear idea of his business char-
acter. It was made when Major Price was upwards of eighty years
of age, while suffering from pain, in view of an early dissolution, and
it exhibits the clearness of his intellect and the admirable business
traits which had enabled him to amass a large furtune. It especially
shows what his religious character was; the possession of three pews
in meeting houses mnot of his faith and of his church evince the
strong sympathy he had for religious instruction, and the aid he
afforded for its support.

Major Price languished until the 2oth of May, when he died at
his homestead at Townsend, aged eighty-three years. He left an es-
tate of great value, but which was afterwards much reduced by law-
suits, insecurity of his titles to real estate, and by the general de-
pressxon resulting from the war of the Revolution upon all property
in the New States.

The last words of the inscription on his tombstone are, “An /kon-
est man, the noblest work of God.”

In the next two or three years following the appointment of Bro-
ther Price as Grand Master, considerable correspondence passed be-

tween him and Brother Benjamin Franklin, Grand Master in Penn-
sylvania, from which it appears a strong friendship was formed between
these two distinguished brothers. The following is a fac-simile of

the autograph attached to one of the .
letters that Brother Franklin wrote %fgﬂ%‘

at this time.
CH s’ 4 =
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Grand Master Price organized the St. Jokn’s Grand Lodge at Bos-
ton, and granted warrants for instituting Lodges in the different col-
onies, and from that time, the spread of Masonry was rapid in this
country.

We have given the two earliest deputations of Masonic authority
in this country. There is yet one more which should be of interest
to the fraternity in Michigan for whom this work is prepared, as it
forms the connecting link which joins Michigan Masonry of to-day
with the Masonry of colonial times, and through that connection,
with the Grand Lodge of England. On June gth, 1753, a deputation
was granted by John Proby, Baron of Carysford, in the Kingdom of
Ireland, Grand Master of England, appointing George Harison,
Esquire, to be Provincial Grand Master of the Province of New York.
This deputation appears on another page at a later place in this work.
December 26th, of that year, he was installed and proclaimed by his
predecessor, Brother Francis Geolet. The New York Mercury of
December 31, 1753, contains the following notice of this event:

*‘On Thursday last at a Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Worshipful Frater-
nity of Free and Accepted Masons, a Commission from the Honorable John Proby,
Baron of Carysfort, in the Kingdom of Ireland, Grand Master of England, ap-
pointed George Harison, Esquire, to be Provincial Grand Master, was solemnly
published, we hear, to the universal satisfaction of all the brethren present, after
which, it being the festival of St. John the Evangelist, service at Trinity Church.
The order in which they proceeded was as follows: First, walked the Sword
Bearer, carrying a drawn sword; then four Stewards, with white maces, followed
by the Treasurer and Secretary, who bore each a crimson damask cushion, on
which lay a gilt bible, and the Book of Constitutions; after these came the Grand
Warden and the Wardens; then came the Grand Master himself, bearing a trunch-
ion and other badges of his office, followed by the rest of the Brotherhood, accord-
ing to their respective ranks—Masters, Fellow Crafts, and Prentices, to about
the number of fifty, all clothed with their jewels, aprons, white gloves and stock-
ings. ‘The whole ceremony was concluded with the utmost decorum, under a
discharge of guns from some vessels in the harbor, and made a genteel appearance.
We hear they afterwards conferred a generous donation of fifteen pounds from the
public stock of the Society, to be expended in clothing the poor children belong-
ing to our Charity school; and made a handsome private contribution for the re-
lief of indigent prisoners. In the evening, by the particular request of the breth-
ren, a comedy, called ‘The Conscious Lovers,” was presented at the Theatre in
Nassau Street to a very crowded audience. Several pieces of vocal music, in praise
of the Fraternity were performed between the Acts. An Epilogue, suitable to the
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occasion, was pronounced by Mrs. Hallam, with all the graces of gesture, and
proprietry of elocution, and met with universal and loud applause.’’

Grand Master Harison officiated for eighteen consecutive years,
and during that time issued warrants for the institution of many Lodg-
es, and under his administration Masonry made rapid advance.

He established several new Lodges in the City of New York,
others in Albany and Poughkeepsie, in that state, several in Con-
necticut, as well as one in what was thenon the extreme western
frontier, the City of Detroit, and from which has spring that noble
army of nearly forty thousand who now worship at Masonic Altars
in Michigan.

We are now nearing the time when Masonry in America was no
longer to be confined to a few of the colonies near the seaboard. It
was to be a co-laborer with the white man in opening up, developing
and civilizing the great west.

Previous to the year 1764, a few Lodges in the immediate vi-
cinity of Boston, New York and Philadelphia constituted the whole
of organized Masonry in America. As civilization begins its un-
ceasing march westward, we find Freemasonry keeping full pace
with it, and wherever a center of population begins to develope, we
find Masonry planting its banners and lending its helpful influence
in elevating humanity, and cementing more closely the bond that
binds man to his fellow-man.
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ZION LODGE, DETROIT.

FIRST ORGANIZATION—THE CANADA WARRANT.
THE STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS
OF A CENTURY.

The site where Detroit stands was first visited by the French in

1610. In 1701 Detroit was founded by M. DelaCadillac, under the
government of France, and remained under that government for fifty-
nine years. In 1760, the English troops having captured Canada,
Major Rogers with his command took possession of Detroit, and the
English flag took the place of that of France. Campbell’s History
of Michigan says, ‘A large part of this force comsisted of several
companies of the 6oth, or Royal American Regiment, officered chiefly
by American gentlemen from New York and other Eastern colonies.”

A treaty of peace between England and France was signed at
Paris, February 10, 1763, and thereafter England retained possession of
the military posts in Michigan. May 6th of that year, the celebrated
Indian chief Pontiac, commanding the allied tribes, laid seige to De-
troit and the garrison was closely beleaguered for six months. In the
following year, 1764, General Bradstreet arrived there and strength-
ened the post, and concluded a treaty of peace with the Indians.

Some of the officers of the 6oth Regiment, heretofore mentioned,
being masons, they, with others residing there became desirous of
meeting together as such, and cultivating the social relations of the
order.

They petitioned Provincial Grand Master Harison, of New York,
for a warrant to open at Detroit, a Lodge of Master Masons.

' The request was granted, and the following warrant was issued
by him on the 27th day of April, A.D., 1764.
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70 ALL AND EVERY OUR WORSHIPFUL AND LOV-
ING BRETHREN: '

Wee, GEORGE HARISON, Esq., Provincial Grand Master of the Most
Ancient and Honourable Saciety of Free and Accepted Masons in the Province of New
York in America, send Greeting:

KNOW YE, that, reposing special Trust and Confidence in our
Worshipful and well-beloved Brother Liew JOHN CHRISTIE, of the
6oth Regiment, Wee do hereby nominalte, constitute and appoint him, the
said John Christie, to be Master of a Lodge of Masons, Number one,
to be held at Detroit under whatever name the sard Master and his officers
shall please to distinguish it; and Wee do also appoint Sampson Flem-
ing, Senior Warden, and Josias Harper Junr Warden of the sard Lodge
by Virtue of the Power and Authortty vested in me by a deputation bear-
ing dale in London the ninth day of June, A. D., One Thousand Seven
Hundred and fifty- three, A. L. Five Thousand Seven Hundred and
Sifty-three, from the Right Worshipful John Proby, Baron of Carysford,
in the county of Wicklow, in the Kingdom of Ireland, the then Grand
Master of England, Appointing us Provincial Grand Master of New
York. And Wee do hereby authorize the said JOHN CHRISTIE
to make Masons as also to do and execute all things Lawful in Masonry,
he taking especial care that the Members of his said Lodge do Observe and
kecp the Rules, Orders Regulations and Insructions contained in
our constitutions and therr own By-laws, together with all such other
Rules, Orders, Regulations and Instructions as shall be groen us, and
paying out of the first money he shall recetve for [nitiation Fees lo me
at New York, Three pounds three shilling Sterling by me applied
lo the use of the Grand Charity here or Elsewhere.

Given under Our Hand and Scal of Masonry at New York this

L. S. Twenty-seventh day of April, A. D. One Thousand Seven Hundred
and sixty-four, and in the year of Masonry Five Thousand Seven
Hundred and Sixty-four.

Witness, PETFKR MIDDLFTON.
No. 448 of the Register of England and No. r of Detroit.

Thus we see that a little more than thirty years after its organ-
ized introduction into America, Masonry was planted in Michigan.
This was a very early period in the history of this commonwealth;
when the entire peninsulas now constituting this beautiful state, were
an unbroken wilderness. Civilization had planted its banders only in
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two or three scattered places in this territory. Detroit, that beautiful
city with its 300,000 inhabitants, its bustling activity, its wealth and
culture, was then simply a frontier military post and headquarters
for Indian trading in the northwest.

Michigan, atthis time, for military purposes, was a part of Canada,
and Detroit was a British military post, far beyond the frontier. All
of what is now known as Western New York, Northern Ohio and
Upper Canada, was then wilderness. Along the Detroit River, on
both sides, there were, according to the best authorities, some three or
four hundred French families, representing two thousand to twenty-
five hundred inhabitants, but Detroit proper contained about five hun-
dred inhabitants, living in seventy to eighty log houses, all closely
huddled together and surrounded by a stockade about twenty-five feet
high and twelve hundred in circumference.

The Ottawa, Pottawatamie and Wyandotte Indians occupied the
banks of the Detroit River above and below, and they were united, for
offense and defense, under the dangerous leadership of the noted
and powerful chieftain, Pontiac. The white people were main-
ly French, with a few Scotch and English from Canada. Nearly all
subsisted by the fur trade..

It was in such soil and amid such environments that the seeds of
masonry were first planted in Michigan.

Doctor Foster Pratt, in his sketch of early Masonry, says:

‘‘Local historians mention the presence in Detroit of the ‘‘6oth’’ or Royal
American Regiment, or detachments of it, from 1760 to 1767—four years before
and three years after the Lodge was formed—but do not state how much, if any,
longer it remained stationed there.

Judge Campbell’s history says: ‘‘The officers of the 6oth seemed to have been
much better qualified to deal with the Indians than some of their associates.’’
‘“T'he officers of the 6oth were generally well thought of in the country. * * * * *
‘‘Captain Donald Campbell of the 6oth was the first commandant."’

It should be borne in mind that the ‘‘6oth’’—men and officers—was Amer-
ican. Other troops and officers stationed here were English. Naturally enough
the American troops, as compared with others, understood the people better, had
sympathies and interests more in common with them, liked them better and for
good reasons, were better liked by them in return. This friendly and fraternal
feeling between the ‘*60oth’’ and the people of Detroit becomes a factor of some
importance in our Masonic History.
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The circumstances attending the formation of Lodge No. 1 at Detroit, seem
to indicate that its warrant was obtained through the influence and agency of the
officers of the ‘‘6oth,”’ who, being ‘‘New York Gentlemen,’” undoubtedly had ma-
sonic acquaintance and influence in that city. The same circumstances also raise
the question whether it was a ‘‘military’’ or ‘‘local’’ lodge?

‘Military Lodges’’ were forbidden by English G. L. Regulations to admit or
make masons of any but ‘‘military men of rank’'—i. e., above the grade of pri-
vates. Residents of stations and others not in the army, were excluded. This was,
many times, a wise and prudent rule, both in its military and masonic aspects;
but its enforcement was not always mnecessary. This restriction was distinctly
expressed in all military warrants given by their Provincial Deputies. Indeed,
there is abumrdant evidence that some ‘‘Military Lodges’’ with English troops
serving in the American colonies, prior to the Revolution, did not obey the rule.
The sanction given by the Provincial Deputies to this departure from a rule,
rigidly enforced elsewhere, indicates that they were permitted, in this matter, as
in others, the exercise of a sound discretion.

The Worshipful Master named in the Detroit Warrant, is ‘‘Lieut. John
Christie, of the 6oth Regiment;’* but the warrant contains no other language that
gives the lodge, or indicates that it had, a military character. Whether ‘‘Samp-
son Fleming, Senior Warden and Josias Harper, Junior Warden'’ were soldiers
or citizens is not indicated, and we do not now know. None but ‘‘ military men
of rank’’ being permitted, by English regulatious, “to be members or officers of
a ‘‘Military Lodge,’’ (if this was such a lodge), why should not the ‘‘ranks” of
the Wardens be stated in the warrant as well as that of the Worshipful Master?
The inference seems to be that they were residents in civil life, and not ‘‘military
men.’’

Of the work of Zion Lodge under this warrant of 1674, no re-
cord remains, neither is it known at this day that the lodge worked
continuously up to the year 1794, at which time the present complete
record of the lodge begins. History and tradition are alike silent
upon this matter. It is highly probable that the lodge ceased work
sometime previous to that date.

In 1794, Michigan being held and claimed by England as a part
of Upper Canada, what more natural than that the masons of Detroit,
desiring the priviliges of a lodge, should apply to the Grand Lodge
of Canada, then fully organized, for authority under which to work.
A number of zealous masons therefore petitioned the Grand Lodge
of Canada and on September 7th, A. D., 1794, the following warrant
was issued by that Grand Lodge.
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THOMAS AINSLIE, D. Grand Master.
THOMAS DODD, S. G. W. JOHN LYNCH, J. G. W.

TO ALL, WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

We, the Right Worshipful THOMAS AINSLIE, Esq., Collector of his
Majesty's Customs, Lieutenant-Colonel of the British Militia of the City of Que-
bec, etc., and Deputy Grand Master of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fra-
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons, (according to the old constitution granted
by His Royal Highness Prince EDWIN at York, Anno Domini nine hundred
twenty and six) in Canada and Masonical jurisdiction thereunto belonging;

KNOW YE, by the authority in us vested, by His Royal Highness Prince
EDWIN, Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, and of the Most Illus-
trious Order of St. Patrick, Major General of His Majesty's Forces, etc., Grand
Master in his absence, that we do hereby authorize and empower our trusty and
well beloved brethren, viz: The Worshipful JAMES DONALDSON, one of
our MASTER MASONS; the Worshipful EDWARD BYRN, his Senior Warden,
and the Worshipful FINDLY CAMPBELL, his Junior Warden, to form and
hold a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, aforesaid, at or in the City of De-
troit, in Upper Canada, upon the first Monday of every Calendar month, and on
all seasonable times and lawful occasions; and in the said Lodge, (when duly con-
gregated,) to admit and make Free Masons according to the most ancient and hon-

orable custom of the Royal Craft in all ages and mnations throughout the known
world.

And we do hereby further authorize and empower our said trusty and well
beloved brethren, JAMES DONALDSON, EDWARD BYRN AND FINDLY
CAMPBELL, (with the consent of the members of their Lodge) to nominate,
choose and install their successors, to whom they shall deliver this Warrant, and
invest them with their powers and dignities as Free Masons, etc., and such suc-
cessors shall in like manner nominate, choose and install their successors, etc.,
etc., etc. Such installations to be upon (or near) every Saint John's day, dur-
ing the continuance of this Lodge, forever: Providing the above named brethren
and their successors duly conform to the known and established Rules and Reg-
ulations of the Craft; paying due respect to us by whom these presents are grant-
ed and to the R. W. Grand Lodge of Canada; conforming to the Laws and Reg-
ulations thereof, and preserving a regular and *yearly communication there-
with; otherwise this warrant to be of no force or virtue.

Given under our hands and the seal of our Grand Lodge, in Quebec, this
seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and ninty-four, and in the year of Masonry five thousand seven hundred and
ninety-four.

JAMES DAVIDSON, Grand Secretary.

(Note.— This Warrant is registered in the Grand Lodge, 1olume 1, Letter S.

Under the authority contained in this warrant, the brethren met
in the house of Brother James Donaldson and organized Zion Lodge
No. 10. Authentic and recorded history really commences on this
date. The first record of this lodge, and it is the first record of any
Masonic Lodge in the west, is here presented in exact fac-simile, re-
duced a little in size.
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20 FREEMASONRY IN MICHIGAN.

Thus reads the earliest Masonic record in the northwest. From
this time until the year 1821, the history of Zion Lodge is the
history of Masonry in Michigan. In view of this fact, many details
are presented in the history of this lodge, which might, were there
many other lodges working at that time, have been omitted. They
are given to show the masonic zeal which animated the hearts of
those pioneers in masonry, the difficulties under which they labored,
and to show the contrast between the facilities enjoyed by those early
brethren and those of our own days.

The second meeting of this lodge was held on December 27th,
1794, and St. John’s Day was celebrated, as shown by the following
record:

‘“The Worshipful Master called to order and opened a Master Masons Lodge
when our W. Brother John Askwith was Hailed from Modern to ancient Masonry.
The Masters Lodge Cloased, and Opened as an Entered Apprentice Lodge under
which the Brethren Presant Dined Sumtuiosly together and spent The Evening
according to Ancient Customs. The Lodge was cloased at 10 o’clock in love and
Harmony.”’

The first work done by Zion Lodge under this Canada Charter
was on January 5, 1795, when Joseph Douglas, of the Royal Artil-
lery, received the first degree. Two petitions were received at that
meeting, By-Laws were read, adopted and signed, and Zion Lodge may
be said to have fully entered upon its career of prosperity.

On the 6th of April of that year, the following action is recorded

“‘It was Agreed by the unamemously Consent of all the Brethren Present,
to carry on Correspondance with the Grand Lodge of Canada Annually on the
24th of June, being the Most Seasonable time of the year for that purpose.”

The following action was also taken regarding petitions and
balloting:

‘It was agreed by the Members present, that every person Wishing to become
a member of this Lodge shall be Regularly ballotted for, and if one black bean
only be given against him, the Brother who gives it must give his reasons before
the Lodge; and if two black beans be given against him the two Brothers who
gives against him, must give their Reasonsin Private before the Master and the
two Wardens, who is allowed to Judge whether the Reasons given be sufficiant
or not, and that at a future oppurtunity, and if three black beans be given against
him, he is to be rejected.”’
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The records shows names of absent brethren as well as those in
attendance at the meetings of the Lodge, and those absent must give
acceptable excuses or pay a fine for non-attendance. Regularly every
year, upon the 24th of June and 27th of December, feasts of the Saints
John were observed and officers installed, and the brethren “dined sump.
tuiosly together in celebrating all Grand Masters and absent Brethren.’
At such celebration of June 24th, 1795, the records go on to show that,

During the time of Mirth, Brother Curry arrived from Mackinac in the De-
troit Sloop, and spent the remainder of the Evening with us. As Brother Don-
aldson has been at Extraordinary expense in providing a Dinner for the feast of
St. John’s the Baptist and as only Nine out of the Seventeen Brothers attended to
Partake of Said Feast, the Brothers present are of opinion that the sum of Two
pounds four Shillings York must be Taken out of the funds belonging to the Lodge,
for the purpose of defraying said Feast, and that a further regulation be made
the next Monthly lodge Night for future feasts.

At the next meeting it was agreed by unanimous consent that all
brethren should pay for their dinners on St. John’s Day whether ab-
sent or present.

Think of these semi-annual feasts, brethren of the present day,
when several hundred of you at a time surround your banquet ta-
bles and partake of feasts such as were unknown a hundred years
ago. Let your thoughts for a moment revert back to assmall a
number as nine observing every recurring St. Johns Day, and find-
ing, amid their modest surroundings, the same pleasures and en-
joyments which you have to-day. It is worthy of mnote that no
matter what occurred to mar the pleasures of the evening's meeting,
every record shows that ‘“‘the lodge was cloased at ten of the clock in
perfect love and harmony.”

On the 4th of July, 1796, the lodge instructed “Brother Treas-
urer Donaldson to present to the Grand Lodge under whom we are
sanctioned a sum of two Guineas for the relief of indigent Brethren
wherever found.”

One week after that date, July 11, 1796, General Wayne's army
took possession of Detroit and the stars and stripes floated over it
for the first time. Zion Lodge, however, continued to work under
the Canada warrant for ten years from this time.
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In this same year the county of Wayne was set apart. It extend-
ed from the Cuyahoga River, (where Cleveland now stands) in Ohio,
to the line now dividing Indiana and Illinois, and embraced all the
subsequent Territory of Michigan, which included the present states
of Michigan and Wisconsin, with a part of Ohio and Indiana. De-
troit was the county seat.

On the sth of December, 1796, the lodge decided that “the ab-
sence of Brother Ruland as Junior Warden, was considered by the
lodge as a breach of the By-Laws and accordingly sentenced to pay
a fine of two shillings, which rule should stand good in future toward
all officers absenting themselves in like manner.”

Members in those early days were somewhat derelict in the mat-
ter of paying dues, as well as those of the present day, as, on July
3rd, 1797, appears this record: ‘‘T'he years proceedings being now
due to be reported to the Grand Lodge, it was considered whether
the absent members should, for their arrearages, be accounted for
at present by the body, and unanimously agreed to furnish from the
body the necessary supply to expedite that report and hold the absent
members answerable to this body.”

Sept. 4th, 1797, Zion Lodge was asked to recommend certain
brethren on the River Thames for a warrant from the Grand Lodge
of Upper Canada, but declined doing so, giving as reasons therefor,
“Having no correspondence with that body, could not further assist
them than by applying to the Grand Lodge of Lower Canada from
whom we have our authority and recommend them for a dispensation
under our warrant for a certain time, liable to be revoked by us up-
on appearances of any bad usages and this upon a new request for
that purpose.” Evidently, Zion Lodge desired, to a certain extent,
to exercise the rights and prerogatives of a Grand Lodge.

Differences of opinion among members of the lodge, whether
on questions of monev or other matters of difference, were almost
invariably settled to the perfect satisfaction of both parties in the
lodge. Such matters would be referred to a committee, who would
carefully investigate the same, and from their report there was sel-
dom an appeal.

The initiation fees in those days were divided up for different
purposes, as shown by the following entry: ‘‘The bcdy then proceeded
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to the initiation of James McDonnell, who, after being duly prepared,
received the first degree of masonry, paid the accustomed fees of
two Guineas for installation, one dollar for use of the Grand Lodge
and two shillings to the Tyler.”

What would the brethren of to-day think of a lodge action like
the foliowing, which is recorded Jan. 1st, 1798.
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The jurisdiction of Zion Lodge was not confined to Michigan,
but extended over into Canada, and on some occasions action upon
petitions was delayed because the passage of the river was danger-
ous. It was the practice of the brethren at that time, when persons
were proposed for initiation, to require their attendance at the next
regular meeting that they might be seen by the members before being
balloted for. It was further the practice to require visiting brethren
to contribute their share of the evening’s expenses, but in 1799 the
lodge resolved unanimously that “in future the expenses of all visit-
ing brethren shall be paid out of the lodge box.” From this time
forward visitors were admitted without bzing obliged to help pay the
expenses of the lodge.

In August, 1799, with their annual returns to Grand Lodge,
the lodge again presented two Guineas for the relief of indigent
brethren.

It is worthy of note that while this lodge regularly celebrated
St. John’s Day twice in each year, the records show that on each
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occasion the accounts connected with each celebration were regu-
larly settled before the meeting adjourned. They also show that
feasts for a great many years were held at B. Woodworth’'s Hotel,
and that the prices were generally $1.50 per person. They usual-
ly had an oration or a sermon and sometimes both.

Violaters of civil and masonic law were sometimes summarily
dealt with, as, notice the following extract from the records of October
6th, 1800. “From the complaint being offered by several brethren
against Isaac Moses, absconded, who has defrauded them unbecoming
a mason, he is unanimously expelled by the body and to be reported
to the Grand Lodge.”

In April, 1801, the lodge was asked to recommend certain breth-
ren at Walden for a dispensation for a lodge at that place and the
qction on this request is recorded in these words:

Received the memorial from the brethren at Walden the perport of which is
is that they request we would assist them in obtaining the warrant, also to bestow
our benevolences out of our fund. Unanimously agreed to recommend them as
worthy and deserving Brothers but could not think of parting ‘with money. Sent
the Brethren at Walden copy of our resolve.

In 1801, it was “ordered on motion of Brother Scott and seconded
by Brother Grover that a cocked hat be purchased by the Brethren
for the use of the lodge, to be worn by the Worshipful Master.” Im-
agine the Worshipful Master in 1895 wearing a cocked hat!

The two items of business most frequently recorded, aside from
work in the degrees, consists of reusmg By-Laws and rentmg halls¥
these two being done almost annually. '

In September, 1801, the lodge rented a new room for a place of
meeting for the sum of $30 per annum, and for a stove during the
winter season, a further sum of $7.50. On one occasion the lodge re-
solved to meet at ten o’clock in the morning of the 2zoth inst. » full
dress, and go in procession to the new room where future meetings
were to be held.

Immediately upon occupying this new room, Brother Schieffelin
was authorized to purchase certain books on masonry for the use of
the lodge using his own judgment with respect to quality, number
‘and price. This was the starting point for a library for Zion Lodge.
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- At the close of the year 1801, ‘“The committee directed to audit
the Lodge accounts, now report on investigation, there appears to be
a balance in the Funds of Eighty-six pounds, Ten Shillings and Two
Pence, New York Currency, and outstanding debts to the amount of
Twenty Seven Pounds, Fifteen shillings and Ten pence half penny.”
At this time two guineas were again donated to the Grand Lodge.

In June, 1802, the records say ‘Brother Robert Abbott being elect-
ed Master, 7th inst., for the ensuing six months, but his business
calling him to the Indian Country and consequently not present to
be installed, the present Master to be continued pro tempore.”

During a year or two preceding 1803, there was considerable
complaint about the difficulty of getting correspondence from the
Grand Lodge of Lower Canada and at a meeting held on the second
of May, 1803, the first action was taken looking to a severance of re-
lations with that Grand Lodge, and the- following record is made of
such action:

‘“The Worshipful Master then read a letter received from the Grand Lodge,
dated the 23rd February 1803, which was taken into consideration, when it was
agreed to make the returns due, and write to the Grand Lodge, praying to be dis-
continued, and a recommendation to obtain a warrant from the Grand Lodge of
New York, and that for this purpose the Lodge will apply by Brother Schieffelin,
who undertakes to procure the same.”’

On the fifth of September of the same year, the Lodge took fur-
ther action looking to a transfer of its allegiance to the Grand Lodge
of New York, the record of which action is as follows:

‘“The Lodge taking into consideration the situation we are placed in not only
as it respects our distance from the Grand Lodge of Quebec but also our residing
under another Government have thought proper upon mature consideration and
reflection to make application to the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of New York
to obtain a renewal of No. 1 of Detroit, formerly under their sanction, or to obtain
a new warrant from them and to obtain this request they have appointed their
well beloved Brother John Schieffelin to do and act for them therein, and like-
wise to pray that Brother Robert Abbott be Worshipful Master, John
Dodemead, Senior Warden, and David Davis, Junior Warden. And that Brother
Charles Jewett be appointed to install said officers, That Brothers William M.
Scott, Abbott and Dodemead be a committee to draft a petition to the Grand Lodge
and that the Secretary be ordered to furnish Brother Schieffelin with a copy of this
minute for his instruction.’’
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The committee appointed for that purpose prepared the following
petition:
TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL THE GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK:

‘“The humble petition of the Brethren of Zion Lodge No. 10 of Detroit, In-
diana Territory most respectfully sheweth. That your petitioners have long and
sensibly experienced the great inconveniency they have labored under, arising
from their local situation, far removed from any Grand Lodge of the United States,
they have held their warrant under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of Quebec,
Lower Canada. But finding it inconvenient to hold a regular correspondence under
a foreign government, and from sincere attachment to the Government under
which they exist, think it a duty encumbent on them to make Application to
some lodge within their own Territories, and for this purpose they have selected
the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of New York. The object of our petition is,
that the Worshipful Grand Brethren would upon mature consideration of our
relative situation and circumstances, if they think it meet and convenient revive
a warrant No. 1 of this place, now lying dormant, and formerly under sanction
of their lodge. But if this cannot be accomplished, to grant a new warrant, and
for this purpose confer with our beloved Brother Jonathan Schieffelin, who is
commissioned to obtain the same, as will apgear by the extract from the minutes,
And Your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray that the honour of the craft
may flourish in your hands.”’

Detroit 20th September, 1803.

It was nearly four years, however, kefore Zion Lodge finally
severed its relations with the Grand Lodge of Lower Canada and
again became a constituent of the Grand Lodge of New York. Dur-
ing these four years the Lodge continued its work as before that
time, with no particularly stirring events to mar its harmony. On
May 10th, 1804, the Lodge met in an emergent communication, and
as recorded, ‘“The Body then walked in procession carrying the war-
rant, Jewels, Tools and implements to our newly rented hall in the
house of Brother John Dodemead.”

After getting located in this new hall, the Lodge adopted this
amendment to its By-Laws, as a means to secure a more regular
attendance of its members:

‘“‘Any member, not in office, absenting himself from the Lodge the whole
evening shall be fined the sum of two Dollars, or if absent one hour 50 Cents;
V‘he Master for absenting himself from the Lodge the whole night shall be fined
. he sum of four dollars, or, at the rate of one Dollar for each Hour that he may
be absent after lodge hours; the Semior Warden Three Dollars or 70 Cents for
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each hour, the Junior Warden two Dollars and 50 Cents, or 6215 Cents for
each hour; the Secretary and treasurer as the Junior Warden and the Senior and
Junior Deacons as common members, excepting always the member absenting
himself shall be able to offer such reason as the lodge shall deem sufficient.”’

Here is a curious resolution that was passed in January 1805:

‘‘As there was a considerable sum of money in the funds Dormant, that part
of it should be drawn for the Importation of a quarter Cask of Madura Wine,
for the use of the Lodge, as the members had to pay an extravagant price for
that article, when as by importation it would come cheaper and be better, the
money made use of for that purpose could and would be returned from time to
time by the members; The motion was seconded by the body, and the Secretary
ordered to Draw upon the Treasurer for the amount, and Import the same from
Montreal the ensueing Spring.”

The Territory of Michigan was created by an act of Congress
passed January 11, 1805, to take effect June 30, of that year, and
William Hull was appointed Governor.

On June 11, of that year, the day before the arrival of the Gov-
ernor and Judges, almost the entire town was destroyed by fire. The
old city was mostly contained within the stockade before mentioned,
and comprised from one hundred and fifty to two hundred buildings.
Of this whole number, one small building near the river was the
only one not burned. Outside the stockade, however, quite a number
of buildings had been erected, and these were untouched by the fire,
and among them places were found where the meetings of the Lodge
could be held until better accomodations were provided.

Zion Lodge shared in the general loss incident to this fire. It
was preparing to celebrate the coming St. John’s day in a more con-
spicious manner than before, and had issued invitations to Lodges
14 and 18, in Upper Canada to participate with them in the excerises
of the day. Of course the fire effectually prevented the proposed
celebration. The Lodge held a meeting at the house of a Mr. La-
fontaine, on the day that had been fixed for the celebration, and in-
stalled the officers for the next six months. It was then removed to
the house of Brother Abraham and resumed its work without the
loss of a meeting. Its warrants and records were saved and thus it
was enabled to continue meeting without interruption. The furni-
ture having all been lost, Brother Abraham was ordered “to take the
trouble of procuring for the use of our Lodge, a strong chest with
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three locks and keys, 4 benches with 3 of a large size to match, 2 ped-

estals, 3 large candlesticks, and a desk and pedestal for the Wor-
shipful.”

In November, 1805, another committee was appointed to renew
the petition to the Grand Lodge of New York, which was not favor-
ably acted upon when presented before.

On the twenty-fourth day of June, 1806, when the Lodge had
assembled as usual to observe the feast of St. John, it was ‘‘unan-
imously resolved that this Lodge do sanction the application of the
Royal Arch Masons of this Lodge to obtain from the Grand Chapter
at Albany a warrant for a chapter to be holden at Detroit.” Here
was the start of Royal Arch Masonry in Michigan, further mention
of which will be made later in this work.

Differences having arisen during this year, between Brothers
McDougall and Smyth, over some accounts which they seemed unable
to adjust between themselves, it was brought into the Lodge for
settlement, and the committee to whom it was referred reported “that
if any difference of account is now due by Brother Smyth to Bro-
ther McDougall for Beef, the latter is obliged to take it out in
eating and drinking.” The records are silent as to whether or mnot
Brother McDougall ate #p the balance of his account.

In May, 1807, the Lodge had procured another new hall, and
on the 3oth of that month the members again “walked in proces-
sion, accompanied with proper music, carrying the Warrant, Jewels,
Tools and Implements to our newly rented hall in the house of Broth-
er John Palmer, where the worshipful delivered a very animated dis-
course appropriate to the occasion. The Worshipful informed the
Brothers that he had just received an invitation from His Excellency,
Brother Hull, requesting the favor of the officers and members of
this Lodge and the Visiting brethren, after the labor is over, to call
and take refreshment with him, which was unanimously accepted of.”
General Hull proved a true friend of Masonry and frequently took
occasion to participate with them in their exercises.

The time was now rapidly drawing near when the ardent wish of
the brethren for a warrant from the Grand Lodge of New York was
to be gratified. The records of the Grand Lodge of New York, on
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Sept. 3, 1806, say, ‘‘A petition from a number of brethren at Detroit,
at present members of Zion Lodge, No. 1, under a warrant from the
Grand Lodge of Quebec, praying for a warrant from this Grand Lodge
and surrendering their former warrant, was read and granted.”

This was in accordance with the repeated requests of Zion Lodge,
but, owing to the delays incident to travel and transportation in those
days, this warrant did not reach Detroit until the following summer.
At a meeting held on June 1, 1807, the warrant not yet having been
received, the following record appears: ’

“‘On motion of Brother Scott, who suggests that as a new Warrant from New
York is daily expected, having been left by Mathew Elliott at Niagara and
this being the evening for the election of officers for the ensuing six months,
that the same brethren continue in office.

Resolved, that they be and are hereby re-elected; to the exception of Brother
John Conner who agrees to do the office of Tyler, and Brother Comparet offers
to perform the duties of Junior Deazon and Brother Smith those of Senior War-
den, which is accepted by the Worshipful Master and the rest of the brethren.”’

On the sixth of July, 1807, the long wished for warrant from New
York having been received, the Lodge met for the last time under the
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