Hall-M

ic Temple, Broad and Filbert Streets.

1873.



V /-‘ B * / . . /v “'«/./%- L
': 'l/ oo ) ‘. ‘/’/ Lo 7 P, .

SR /
Centenmal Celebratmn

AND

HISTORY

HARMONY GHHPTER Ni. O/

ROYAL ARCH MASONS

From April 28, 1794, to April 28, 1894

COMPILED BY

JOHN CURTIS, P. H P.

Secretary.

Dedicated to the M. E. High Priest, Officers, Past High Priests
and Companions of the Chapter.

—_— e ——
Published by permission of Edgar A. Tennis, Esq., M. E. Grand High Priest, etc.
+
PHILADELPHIA :

DUNLAP PRINTING CO., 1306-8-10 FILBERT STREET.
1894.



'INTRODUCTORY.

HE Centennial Committee of Harmony Chapter desired to depart

from the usual custom and launch this addition to Masonic
history upon the waves of criticism without any apology—commonly

"called preface—whatever ; but gratitude impels them, on behalf of

the Chapter, to record its appreciation of the historian, P. H. P. John
Curtis, for his gratuitous labor and this monument of love and affec-
tion for the body whose efficient secretary he has been for the past
twenty years.

We desire to thank Washington Lodge, No. 59, F. & A. M.,
for the use of the plates showing the various halls and temples in
which the Chapter has met since its institution, April 28, 1794.

We also desire to thank the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of

- Pennsylvania for the use of its plate of Renaissance Hall.

An individual who passes the allotted ‘¢ three-score years and ten’’
is looked upon as an example of the goodness of his Creator ; but when
an institution reaches its century of life, it is unique as well as an
object of respect and veneration.

The principles, however, of Royal Arch Masonry are such that
a century or indeed several centuries of existence, while a proper
subject of gratulation, should occasion no surprise among those whose

(X3

privilege it is to have reached the ‘‘summit and perfection of Ancient
Masonry.”’

This Souvenir and History is offered, therefore, with a fervent
hope that it may prove an incentive to the acquirement of such a
degree of Masonic light and knowledge as will aid in the instruction
of all the uninformed in the true principles of religion and morality

taught by the Craft.
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** HOLINESS TO THE LORD.”

——————

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

RENAISSANCE HALL, MAsoNIC TEMPLE,
PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 2,
A. D. 1892, A. 1. 2422,
ANNO HARMONIZE 99.

A Stated Meeting of Harmony R. A. Chapter, No. 52, was held
this evening.

Comp. George A. Ochs, M. E. High Priest, in the E .-,

P. H. P. Comp. John Curtis offered the following, which was
seconded and unanimously adopted, viz. :

Resolved, That a Committee consisting of tﬁe elective officers of the
Chapter and ten Companions be appointed to consider upon the best
and most appropriate manner of properly celebrating the approaching
One-hundredth Anniversary of the institution of the Chapter and
report the result of their deliberations at as early a date as possible.

The M. E. High Priest appointed*

* Note from the minutes: It was understood that the M. E. High Priest would appoint the Com-
mittee some time during the week following, and in time for the insertion of their names on these
minutes, but his illness and subsequent death prevented, and the Committee was not appointed by his
successor until after the latter’s election and installation.
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STATED MEETING, JANUARY 6, 1893.
Comp. George B. Wells, M. E. High Priest, in the E ..
The M. E. High Priest announced the following Committee under

the resolution in reference to the ‘‘ Centennial Anniversary,’”’ adopted
at the Stated Meeting in September, 1892, viz. :

GEORGE B. WELLs, H. P. Wwu. J. KELLy, P. H. P.
CHARLES A. STINE, JRr., K. Jor~N KELLER, P. H. P.
DANIEL, W. HurcHIN, S. EriswortH H. Hurrs, P. H. P.
R. Liovp LEE, Treas. EpwArDp G. WEsT, P. H. P.
JouN CurrTis, Sec’y J. HENrRY WILLIAMS

DANIEL BRITTAIN, Trustee J. THOMAS MOORE

GEORGE KESSLER, Trustee FrANcIs Rrpka, Jr.

GEo. W. KENDRICK, Jr., Trustee WM. A. RHOADS
RIicHARD M. JoHNsON, M. E. G. S. CHARLES F. PEDDRICK.

STATED MEETING, FEBRUARY 3, 1893.

Comp. George B. Wells, M. E. High Priest, in the E ..

The Committee on Centennial reported having met and organized,
and asked the appointment of three additional members, -increasing the
Committee to twenty-one.

On motion, duly seconded, the request was complied with, and the
M. E. High Priest appointed Comps. Joseph Butler, P. H. P., Edmund
D. Scholey and Adolphus G. Buvinger the additional members.

STATED MEETING, NOVEMBER 3, 1893.

Comp. George B. Wells, M. E. High Priest, in the E.".

The Committee on Centennial reported that Comp. William J. Kelly
declined to serve on said Committee on account of a pressure of other
duties, and tendered his resignation therefrom, which was accepted, and
the M. E. High Priest appointed Comp. Andrew B. Detwiler in his
stead.
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STATED MEETING, DECEMBER 1, 1893.

Comp. George B. Wells, M, E. High Priest, in the E ..

The Committee on Centennial reported that they had decided that
the celebration should take place on Saturday, April 28, 1894, that
being the date of the one-hundredth Anniversary, and shall consist of
Addresses, Entertainment, Music and Banquet.

On motion, duly seconded, the report was accepted and the Com-
mittee continued with authority to make all arrangements necessary
for the celebration.

STATED MEETING, JANUARY 5, 1894.
Comp. Charles A. Stine, Jr., M. E. High Priest, in the E .*.
The M. E. High Priest announced that he had appointed the
Scribe, Comp. William C. Matchett, an additional member of the
Committee on Centennial Celebration.



CENTENNIAL MEETING.

RENAISSANCE HALL, MAsoNIc TEMPLE,
PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 28,
Anno Domini 1894,
Anno Inventionis 2424,
Anno Harmoniz 100.

A Special Meeting of Harmony Holy Royal Arch Chapter, No. 52,
was held this day.

Comp. Daniel W. Hutchin, King.
Comp. R. Lloyd Lee, Treasurer.

J. Henry Williams, C. of H.
Wm. S. Heaton, Chapl.
Frederic B. Vandegrift, M. 2 V.
Willard E. Barcus, S. M. C.

Charles Molitor, of No. 3, Asst. Organist.

Edward Strickland,
John Curtis,

Amos H. Hall,
Ellsworth H. Hults,
Edward G. West,.
John G. Vandegrift,
George B. Wells.

Theodore Abbott
Clifford P. Allen
Emil J. Bahls

Noah Barlow

R. Angelo Bell

Wm. S. Blight

Geo. Boswell

David Branson
John T. Brown
‘Wm. Brown

Daniel H. Buck
Adolphus G. Buvinger
Joseph Campbell
Harry B. Cassell
Edward T. Comby
Robert (‘ottingham
James Craig

J. Parker Crittenden
Rem. P. Davis

Present.
Comp. Charles A. Stine, Jr., M. E. High Priest.
Comp. William C. Matchett, Scribe.
Comp. John Curtis, Secretary.

Francis Ripka, Jr. R. A. C.
Wm. A. Rhoads, M. 3 V.

Howard March, P. S.
David H. Lovejoy, Chapl.
H. Ross Smith, acting M. 1 V. Edward T. Alburger, Purs.
George M. McCune, J. M. C. J. Thomas Moore, Guide.

Frank C. Brooker, of No. 3, Tyler.
Past High Priests.

R. Lloyd Lee,
John Keller,

George W. Kendrick, Jr., P. G. H. P,
Alexander McCune,

James H. Anderson, Henry S. Getz,

Marcus Weil, Joseph Butler,

Richard M. Johnson, M. E. G. S., Charles S. Vandegrift,

George C. Varwig, Wm. H. Appleton,

Members.

Amacey B. Abell
George B. Allen
Joseph F. Balles
Henry J. Bartle
Charles C. Beyer
David . Boorse
Wm. H. Bovard
James D. Brooks
Joseph R. Brown
Wm. A. Brown
Robert G. Buck
Augustus C. Buzby
Andrew Carson
Aaron B. Charlleen,
Samuel R. Conrey
Thos. P. Covington
Frank Craven
Wm. Culbertson
Robert Davis

Ernest Abhau

Wm. S. Allen

Peter Ballingall

M. M. Bayersdorfer
Howard M. Bitters
John M. Booth

Wm. H. Boyd
Jacob Brombach
Samuel W. Brown
Edward Bruder
Charles W. Buckley
John Byrd

Thomas Cartledge
Albion C. Chatman, Jr.
John H. Copes

David A. Craig

Jacob F. Creitz

Henry H. Cunningham
Charles Deal

Jacob W. Ahn’
Fred’k Aschenbach
James Barker

J. Howard Beck
Julius E. Blamberg
Wm. H. Borchert
John A, J. Boysen
Alfred L. Brown

T. Stewart Brown
Francis Buchanan
Edward Burke

David M. Campbell
James B. Cascaden
Edward Clegg

J. Ross Corbin
Robert Craig

Harry W. Creutzburg
Robert F. Cunningham
Peter DeCaux
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John P. Denney
John W. Dick
Henry Dolfinger
James L.. Ebert
J. Naylor Einwechter
Charles H. Evans
Lewis M. Filbert

- Edward Foster
James Gallagher
Charles F. Gassner
Harry W. Greiner
John C. Hagy
Jacob Herold
J. Howard Hill
John R. Horn
Edmund G. Jackson, Jr.
Samuel P. Johnson
John K. Keen
George Kessler
Solomon A. Kneedler
Philip Koons
Abraham L. Lacy
Frederick Wm. Leopold
‘Wm. H. List
Wm. H. Mariner
Conrad D. Maurer
Louis Meyerhoff
Wm. J. Milligan
Charles T. Moore
J. Myers Murray
Wm. McCoach
Wm. Mclintyre
Ferdinand Noska
Charles T. Packer
Charles F. Peddrick
Alexander Ralston
Wm. B. Reed
Henry G. Reineke, Jr
John H. Riley
George W. Rudolph
Julius F. Sachse
Edmund D. Scholey
Wm. M. Scott
Thomas Y. Severn
Charles M. Sheeler
Walter Sicher
Charles B. Souder
Albert A. G. Starck
William Tait
George F. Taylor
Lazelle Thornton
Charles Vanschiver
Louis Wacker
Edward F. Wall
Joseph A. Wenderoth
Thomas P. Wilkinson
Fred G. H. Warner
Edward S. Wyckoft

Andrew B. Detwiler
Martin S. Diller
John W. Doyle
Wm. Eckstein
Robert Erdman
Joseph H. Ewart
Louis E. Fischer
Wm. M. Franklin
Robert E. Gamble
Franklin S. Gibson
Robert B. Griffith
Frank Halpen
Franklin H. Herst
James H. Hilton
Chas C. Hunsberger
E. Newton Johnson
James Johnston

7

J. Howard Detwiler
Archibald A. Dinsmore
Henry Dukes

Wm. H. Eddleman
Jacob Ermann
Andrew Ewbank
Christian X. Fisher
Wm. R. Freund
Wm. H. Gardner
John N. Gill

Henry S. Gross
Richard A. Hayhurst
John W. Hesser
Joseph W. Hilton
Alfred Insinger
Harmon Johnson
John R. Jones

George W. Kendrick, 3d S. Murdoch Kendrick

John Kilpatrick
John P. Knobeloch
Wm. Koons

Walter B. Lake
Howard M. Levering
H. Reeves Lukens
John Mars

Solomon J. May
Frank E. Miller
Edwin F. Mintzer
Samuel E. Moore
Charles E. Myers
Joseph G. McConnell
Cadw'r G. McMullin
Wm. W. Numbers
Atlee P. Parmer
Wm. H. Piper

Louis E. Rauch
Willes W. Reeder
John W. Richards
Edward T. Roberts
Wilmer J. Rudolph
Samuel Sailor®
Henry G. Schuehler
Jonathan See

David W. Shannon
Charles M. Sheldrake
Wn. J. Sloan

John C. Spangler
Fred'k H. Starling
Joseph G. Tallman
James C. Taylor
John A. Tietjen
Henry Varwig

Wm. Wade

Samuel B. U, Walters
Charles A. White

T. Newton Willard
Eugene Wolgamuth

Alexander Kirkpatrick
Isaac L. Kohlberg
Henry Kramar
Gideon Large
Lindley S. Levering
Joseph C. Lynch
Wm. Martin

Selmar Meyer

J. Clark Miller
George Mintzer
Henry F. Morris, Jr.
Alex’r G. MacCallum
‘Thomas McConnell
Seligman Netter
Robert Nuttall
Richard H. Patton
Frank C. Price
Wm. Pratt Read
Walter S. Reeve
Joseph Richardson
George S. Rominger
Fritz Russo

Wm. F. Scheuing
Louis C. Schuehler
George W. Seeler
Wm. Walter Shaw
Wm. H. Sholenberg
David S. Smith
Robert J. Spratt
Charles F. Stenger
Andrew Taylor
Wm. M. Taylor
Jeremiah Trexler
Nicholas Voss
Charles M. Wagner
Wm. M. Weber
Mark P. White
Edward Wilson
Charles S. Wood

Frank Devlin
Chas. F. Dittmar
Henry E. Dwight
Simon Eichengriin
Thomas W. Evans
Louis P. Feitig
Andrew Forbes
Wm. Fullerton
George P. Garver
Henry W. Graeve
Louis M. Gross
Robert L.. Henderson
Henry C. Hicks
John M. Hodson
Robert Innes
Percival B. Johnson
James Judge
Wm. R. Kern
Lorenz S. Kneedler
Fred’k W. Kohler
George Krikory
Emanuel Leopold
Monroe P. Lind
James Y. McDonnell
Wm. K. Mattern
Emanuel Meyerhoff
Wm. B. Milliac
Hugh I.. Montgomery
John G. Morris
Edward V. McCaulley
Thomas McConnell, Jr.
Joseph C. Noble
Francis J. O'Callahan
George F. Payne
Thomas Proctor
Milton Reed
Herman Rehborn
John J. Righter
Roswell A. Robinson
James B. Rutter
Charles Schmidt
Wm. J. Scott
Charles L. Seip
Noah S. Sheaff
John G. Sicber
Walter V. Smith
Thos. H. Stackhouse
Edward A. Swope
Frank W. Taylor
Wm. H. Thompson
Richard P. Vansant
Jacob F. Wacker, Jr.
George M. Wagner
Chas. A. Weidemann
Wm. Wildman
Charles Winkler
Gennaro Wunderlich
(341)
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Visitors.
Comp. Edgar A. Tennis, M. E. Grand High Priest.
Comp. Charles Cary, M. E. Grand Secretary.
Comp. Michael Nisbet, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. George E. Wagmier, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. Hibbert P. John, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. James S. Barber, Past Grand High Priest.
Comp. Alexander H. Morgan, Past Grand High Pricst.
Comp. Conrad B. Day, P. H. P., Columbia Chapter, No. g1, P. ;. Master of Pa.
Comp. Michael Arnold, P. H. P., Oriental Chapter, No. 183, R. W. Grand Master.
Comp. Louis Wagner, P. I1. I, Germantown Chapter, No. 208.
Comp. Samuel W. Wray, P. H. P., Signet Chapter, No. 251.
Comp. Mark Harmer Brooks, Oriental Chapter, No. 183.
Comp. William R. Frazier, Oriental Chapter, No. 183.
Comp. Harry C. Wilt, Oriental Chapter, No. 183.
Comp. Alfred K. Gregory, Kensington Chapter, No. 233.
Comp. James N. Knipe, Kensington Chapter, No. 233.
Comp. George Ford, Corinthian Chapter, No. 250. (17)

A Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was opened in ancient and solemn
form at fifteen minutes past four o’clock, p. M.

Comp. the Rev. William S. Heaton, Chaplain, invoked the bless-
ing of Divine Providence, as follows :

‘“ Most Holy and glorious I,ord God, Maker and Ruler of all worlds,
‘ who art the giver of all good gifts and graces ;’ deign from Thy
celestial Temple, from realms of light and glory, to bless us in all the
purposes of our present assembly. We thank Thee, O God, that
through Thy good Providence and preserving care, we are permitted
to celebrate this, the one-hundredth anniversary of the institution of
this Chapter. Unto Thee, O God, do we give thanks. We humbly
invoke Thee to give us at this and at all times wisdom in all our doings,
strength of mind in all our difficulties, and the beauty of harmony in
all our communications. Grant, O Lord, that all those who are in-
vested with the government of this Chapter may be imbued with wis-
dom to instruct the Companions in all their duties. May Brotherly
Love, Charity and Truth always prevail amongst the members of this
Chapter ; and may those bonds of union continue to strengthen the
Chapters throughout the world. Bless all our Companions wherever
dispersed, and grant speedy relief to all who are oppressed or distressed.
We commend to Thee all the members of Thy whole family ; may they
increase in the knowledge of Thee, and in the love of each other.
Finally, may we finish all our work here below, with Thine approba-
tion and then have our transition from this earthly abode to Thy
Heavenly Temple above, there to enjoy light, glory and bliss ineffable
and eternal, and to Thy Name be the glory. Amen.”



9

The call for the meeting was read and approved, viz. :

PHILADELPHIA, APRIL I, 1804,
Comp, Joun Curris, Sceretary,

You will please call a Special Mceting of the Chapter to be held in
Renaissance Hall, Masonic Temple, on Saturday, April 28, 1894, at
4 o'clock, p. M., for the purpose of appropriately celebrating the One-
hundredth Anniversary of the institution of the Chapter.

Fraternally yours,
CuHARLES A. STINE, Jr., M. K, H. P.

The programme as prepared by the Committee was then proceeded
with, as follows :
Music.
* Al Hall the Mystic Art.’’ (Alt.)
Mozakt Quariet s, Comps, Gregory, Brooks, Knipe and Ford,

Accompanied by Comp, Harry C. Wilt, Organint,

All hail the Mystic Art, All hail the Mystic Art,

Uniting every heart, by hallowed bands,

Thy glorious name we own, ‘Thy truth in blessings shown
From God's Fternal ‘Throne, forever stands,

All bail mysterious light, All bail mysterious light,

Which glads the Mason's sight, from ages past,

Borne o'er the wrecks of time, while centuries pealed their chime
1t comes in loods sublime, on us is cast

God blens the mystic band, God bless the mystic band,

In every clime and land, God bless them all,

Gl bless our Union aweet, God bless the friends we meet
And round our altar greet, God bless them all,

T'he M. V. High Priest delivered an Address of Welcome, as fol-
lows, viz. :

ComMpANIONS It is my privilege and pleasure as High Priest of
our Chapter to welcome you and our distinguished guests to our Chap-
ter Hall this afternoon. '

We are assembled within these walls to celebrate one of the greatest
cvents in our history : the Centennial of our institution as a Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons,

The honor of presiding on this occasion, as your High Priest, I
fully appreciate ; let our hearts well up in thankfulness to the Great
Architect of the Universe for the manifold blessings of the past, and
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may the bonds of love that unite us become stronger ; let our interest
in the growth and welfare of the Chapter be quickened, and may the
glorious past be an incentive for still greater deeds in the future.

With the opening of a second century, let there be new aspirations,
renewed hopes, and a firmer determination to more diligently study .
and daily practice the sublime and lasting principles that govern our
ancient and honorable fraternity. Again do I welcome you, one and
all, to this Centennial Anniversary, and I sincerely hope that the
pleasures of the day may be forever remembered.

The quartette then sang

‘¢ dod is Love.’”’ (Fithian.)
God is love, his mercy brightens
All the paths in which we move;
Bliss he makes and woe he lightens—
God is Wisdom, God is Love.

Time and change are busy ever,
Man decays and ages move,
But his mercy waneth never—
God is Wisdom, God is Love.

The Secretary then presented and read ‘‘ A Century of Royal Arch
Mafonry, being a history of Harmony Royal Arch Chapter, No. 52 :

HISTORY OF THE CHAPTER.*

In taking a retrospective view of Royal Arch Masonry, we find
that its introduction upon this continent dates about the middle of the
last century, and that it was in Philadelphia that the degree was first
conferred.

In the year 1758, and for some time previously, a Chapter (or
Royal Arch Lodge,t as it was then called) was working in this City
under the warrant of Lodge No. 3. This was eleven years prior to the
institution of St. Andrew’s Chapter of Boston, by many claimed to be
the oldest Chapter in America. Asold No. 3 has had an uninterrupted
existence from that time to the present, and still lives and flourishes,
the claim of our Boston Companions is not well founded.

* This history, though prepared for the occasion, was not read owing to its extreme but necessary
length. A synopsis, or rather abridgment of it, was also prepared which was read at this meeting,
its delivery occupying exactly thirty minutes. The MSS. of the abridgment is filed in the archives of
the Chapter, after serving as ““ copy ’ for the printed account appearing in the ‘‘ Keystone of May
5, 1894, a copy of which is pasted on the inside front and back covers of the current minute book.

t The title “ Royal Arch Lodge ' was dropped and that of ‘ Chapter” substituted in 1789. The
same year No. 3 adopted the name * Jerusalem,” by whichit is still known.
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We have heard it asserted that, during or immediately after the
War of the Revolution, the degree was conferred in other portions of
the State ; but have never been able to learn of any evidence to authenti-
cate it. But we do know by ample testimony, that old Jerusalem, No.
3, was the only regular Chapter in this jurisdiction, until the organiza-
tion of Harmony Chapter, No. 52, and we were therefore the second
Chapter organized in Pennsylvania.

In the earlier days of Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsylvania, and
until 1824, Chapters were organized and existed under Blue Lodge
Warrants, assuming the same name and number as the warrants under
which they acted and from which they derived their powers. It is not
to be inferred, however, that the Chapter was in any way a mere
appendage of such Lodge, except that the Lodge was held responsible
for any unlawful acts done under its warrant ; but in all other respects.
they were separate and distinct bodies, holding separate meetings and
composed of different constituencies ; for while all the members of the
Lodge were by no means members of the Chapter, neither were all the
members of the Chapter members of that particular Lodge.

On Monday, the 28th day of April, 1794, just one hundred years
ago to-day, Companions Samuel Brooks, William Williams, John Brad-
ford, Frederick Miller and Isaac Price, having secured for the purpose
the use of the warrant of Harmony Lodge, No. 52, met and organized
a Royal Arch Chapter under the same name and number as the war-
rant under which it sprung into being, and under which it existed for
thirty years, receiving its present warrant from the Grand Chapter in
1824.

On the same day they exalted Companions George Goddard,
Ebenezer Hickling (or Huckling), Cadwallader Griffiths and William
Leo, and with these nine members started upon a career, the completion
of the first century of which we are now celebrating.

Six Companions were exalted during the remainder of the year
1794 and eleven in 1795, holding three meetings in May of the latter
year, at all of which there were exaltations.

In the year 1795, one James Molan, surreptitiously obtained the
warrants of Lodges No. 19 and 67 and organized Chapters under them :
and these two in conjunction with Harmony Chapter, No. 52, and two
individual brethren from Maryland and Georgia, respectively, organized
a Grand Chapter. This act, being irregular and a usurpation of powers
not authorized in the warrants, was reported to the Grand Lodge by
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some of the members of Lodge No. 52 ; which body at once suspended
the warrants of the three Lodges and appointed a Committee ‘‘ to
inquire into the facts of the ‘schism’and propose such measures as
may have a tendency to prevent any schism in the future.’” This
Committee, at a meeting of the Grand Lodge, held November 23, 1795,
made a lengthy and exhaustive report,* declaring ‘‘ that the innova-
tions were introduced by an individual by the name of James Molan,
who has not been able to furnish credentials of his ever having been
regularly made a Mason iz any degree, and on different occasions has
given contradictory accounts,

‘‘ That the Chapter held under the authority of No. 52 wasimprop-
erly and arbitrarily declared to be dissolved, as well by the presiding
officer thereof as by the Worshipful Master of No. 52, the new scheme
introduced in lieu thereof, without authority of that Lodge, and the
written protestations of the members thereof, notwithstanding.

‘“’That the said James Molan, not a member of any Lodge in this
jurisdiction, had himself, without assistance, made two persons, and
these three opened what they called a Chapter under the pretended
sanction of the warrant of No. 19, without the authority of that Lodge
being first obtained.

‘“’That the said Molan and his associates in the absence of the Wor-
shipful Master of No. 67, and without the consent and knowledge of
the officers and members, availed themselves of the sanction of the
warrant of his Lodge to organize a Chapter.

‘‘'That Molan and his associates having pretendedly arched several
brethren and getting these three warrants in their possession, and
having arched two brethren, one from Maryland and one from Georgia,
and considering these as having the force of three Lodges of Pennsyl-
vania, one of Georgia and one of Maryland, resolved themselves into a
pretended Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania.”

The Committee offered a series of resolutions discountenancing
Molan and his acts, directing the brethren to withdraw from and dis-
countenance the illegal Grand Chapter, and restoring the warrants of
the three Lodges, the brethren thereof having made the ‘‘amende
honorable.”’

The Committee also offered a Preamble and Resolutions from which
we extract the following :

‘“ WHEREAS, It is the prevallmg wish of the Royal Arch Masons

* See reprint of Proceedings of Grand ¢ lnplgr ete., frum 1767 L0 1864 inclusive.
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within this jurisdiction that a Royal Arch Grand Chapter shall be
opened under the authority of this Grand Lodge.

“‘Be it therefore, and it is hereby resolved, That a Grand Royal Arch
Chapter be opened, under the immediate sanction of the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania. ’

““Be it further resolved, That all past and existing officers of the
Grand Lodge having duly obtained the degree of Royal Arch, and all
past and existing officers of Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, duly and
regularly convened under the sanction of a warrant from the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, be considered as members of the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter. . . . . 7%

The report of the Committee and both series of resolutions sub-
mitted by it were unanimously adopted by the Grand Lodge, and on
November 30, 1795 (the spurious Grand Chapter being dissolved, and
its constituent Chapters having returned to their allegiance), the Grand
Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania and Masonic jurisdiction
thereunto belonging (the first Grand Chapter on this Continent) began
its career with four constituents ; old No. 3, which had remained loyal
to the Grand Lodge, being the additional one. Harmony Chapter may
therefore (we think, justly) claim to be the mother of our Grand Chap-
ter ; it being the only regular Chapter concerned in the events (unlaw-
ful though they may have been) which culminated in the organization
of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania.

At the time of the organization of the Grand Chapter. this Chap-
ter had exalted twenty-one brethren. The twenty-second exalta-
tion was that of Bro. Thomas S. Webb, who received the degree
as a Sojourner, May 18, 1796. We next hear of him as being a mem-
ber of a convention of Royal Arch Masons, held in Boston, October
24, 1797, for the purpose of forming a General Grand Chapter, of which
he was made General Grand King. He published a monitor for the
Craft, which passed through many editions and is still regarded as
authority by Masons of other jurisdictions.

He was a prominent factor in the dramatization, or, rather we may
say, modernization, of the work of tne Lodge and Chapter, which,
being adopted in the other jurisdictions, has made the differences

* The report of this Committee 7z fu//, and many other matters of interest, not only to the mem-
bers of this Chapter, but to the Royal Craft at large, may be found in the reprint of the proceedings ot
the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania from 1767 to 1864, published by the Grand
‘Chapter in 1870, and obtainable from the Grand S&relnry.
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between their work and that of Penusylvania, which still adheres to
the old forms and still practices Ancient Freemasonry. He has been
styled and honored as the great Apostle of American Freemasonry,
but here in Pennsylvania he is regarded more in the light of a
charlatan.

There were no further exaltations until the year 1799 ; in which
year three brethren, one of Lodge No. 52 and two of Lodge No. 67,
were exalted.

On March 35, 1801, a special convocation of the Grand Chapter was
called for the purpose of receiving a report from a Committee appointed
December 18, 1800, to investigate certain proceedings in the Holy
Royal Arch Chapter, No. 52, wherein a brother had been exalted
though he was not a regular Past Master. In their report the Com-
mittee state, ‘‘ They examined the minutes-book and reported the fol-
lowing extracts :

‘“ April 5, 5799. Brother Passey, Past Master of Lodge No. 67,
was exalted.

‘“June 15, 5799. The By-Laws of the Chapter were adopted.
The seventh Article is: ‘ Every Brother who hasnot passed the Chair
shall pay fourteen dollars, out of which the dispensation shall be paid
for, if past the Chair, for being exalted eight dollars.’

¢‘ January 27, 5800. The seventh Article of the By-Laws was con-
firmed.

‘‘ February 19, 5800. Brothers Neal, Shee and Beal, Past Masters
of Lodge No. 2, were exalted.*

‘“ March 19, 5800. Brother Savage and Stillwell + Past Masters of
Lodge No. 52 ; also Brothers Coyle,{ Ferguson, Jewell and Boucher
of No. 19, Brother Rolph§ of No. 51, and Parris of No. 67, were
exalted.

*“ April 16, 5800. Brother Collins of No. 52, Arnold of No. 67.

** August 20, 5800. William Anderson, of the Borough of Ches-
ter, was exalted.

* The first full trio since 1795.  What will our Companions in jurisdictions where the use of sub-
stitutes is prohibited say to this? Their great apostle (Webb) himself was exalted with two.

+ This must be a misprint in the Grand Chapter proceedings, or a mistake in recording them.
There is no Brother Savage in the registry of the Chapter at that time, but the name of Savage Still-
wellis found there.  The Grand Chapter Committee or its printer has divided Bro. Stillwell's name
and made two men out of him.  He was a member of Harmony Lodge, and their record agrees with
that of the Chapter.

1 Coye on Chapter registry.

# Realf on Chapter registry.
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‘“ December 17, 5800. Brothers William A. Foster, Past Master
of No. 51, Jokn Vannest of No. 52 and Abraham Cohen of No. 67, were
exalted.”’

The Committee further reported that Brothers Collinsand Vannest
were passed to the Chair in Lodge No. 52, without either an election
or a dispensation from the Grand Master, through a misunderstanding
on the part of the Worshipful Master and Officers of the Lodge as to
the law in the case, but, convinced of their mistake, had applied to the
R. W. Grand Master for dispensations to pass the aforesaid Brothers,
‘‘ whereby the mistake acknowledged was rectified as far as circum-
stances would allow.’’ 'The dispensations were granted and the Grand
Lodge healed the irregularities.

Brother Joseph McMullin was approved April 16, 1806 ; his peti-
tion was recommended by Companions John Hoover and Thomas
Amies, and referred to Companions Charles Cummens, Thomas Hen-
nessey and William Allen.

The reference to this petition is worthy of note from the fact that
it is the first of which there is any record in our possession in which
recommenders and committee are noted. Companion McMullin,
though exalted on the above date, did not receive the Most Excellent
Master’s Degree until June 6, 1851. He was King in 1852, High
Priest in 1853, and died November, 1864. He was the father of our
late Companion Robert McMullin, recently deceased.

Companion John O’Brien was exalted December 17, 1806. He
was elected Recorder (7. e. Secretary) the following year and served
until his decease in October, 1821. He compiled the first Register of
Members, etc., of the Chapter, which was continued during his lifetime
and by his successors until 1825. From this Register a large portion
of this history prior to 1814 has been gleaned, and it also served asthe
basis of the earlier portion of the one compiled by your Secretary in
1877, which is still current.

It was from Companion O’Brien’s Minute-Book that your present
Secretary derived the idea of inserting therein annually a resumé of the
work of the year, and list of members on the roll of the Chapter.

It seems that prior to Companion O’Brien’s accession to the Secre-
taryship but little, if any, note was taken of the membership other than
the entering of their exaltation or admission upon the minutes, and no
distinction was made between members and sojourners (a number hav-
ing received the degree as sojourners without becoming members), and
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on February 17, 1808, a Committee was appointed to ascertain and
report who were members and who were not. This report in Com-
panion O’Brien’s handwriting and signed by him and Companion
Amies (the Treasurer) is still in the archives of the Chapter. It was
presented and adopted April 20, 1808, and is deemed of sufficient im-
portance to warrant insertion in full in this history, viz. :

‘“The Committee appointed by the Holy Royal Arch Chapter, No.
52, on the 17. Feb., 5808, to examine the minutes of this Chapter and
report at the next stated meeting the names of the present members beg
leave to report

‘‘ That they have attended to their duty and carefully examined the
Minute Book of this Chapter from 28. April, 5794 (being the time it
commences) to the present time, and find that on the 15. Dec., 5802,
there is a list of the members as returned the Grand Royal Arch Chapter
in which the following names don’t appear although there is no account
in the minutes of their having withdrawn, died or expelled, as they
were not considered members at that time—of course they cannot
now—

Names. Time of Lxaltation or Admission. Dateof Last Visit

3 May, 5794.
.16 Nov., 5795.
2 April, 5799.
....30 Sept., 5794.
16 Oct., 5795.
20 May, 5795.
18 May, 5796.
....18 Sept., 5795.
...13 May, 5795.
30 Sept., 5794.

Appears as a member 1st meeting, 25 April, 5794*
..Appears as a member 15t meeting, 25 April, 5794*.

. Samuel Brooks.......
. William Williams
. Frederick Miller.
. John Bradford...
Geo. Goddard...
. Ebenezer Huckling.
William Leo.....
. Isaac Price.
. Elisha Fisher.

..Appears as a member 1st meeting, 25 April, 5794*.....
.Exalted 28 April, 5794
ixalted 28 April, 5794
.Exalted 28 April, 5794
.Appears as a member 3 May, 5794 ...
.Exalted 26 June, 5794....
ixalted 26 June, 5794.

J:\IO\(!!&QN—t
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‘10. Reuben Coxe.

11 Mushart. ixalted 30 Sept., 5794 16 Nov., 5795.
12, Daniel Gestord. xalted 30 Sept., 5794... 16 Nov., 5795.
13. Wm. Faulkner.. xalted 23 Oct., 5794 Never appeared after.
14. Franks ....Exalted 13 May, 5795...coceernneen .

15. Marley.... .Exalted 13 May, 5795....ccccevueeunnn.

16. Thomas Armstrong. Exalted 20 May, §795.cccceniurerirenrerinsrnneans

17. Davis. <xalted 27 May, 5795 rernrieenes sneses 18 Sept., 5795.
18. Pepit.. xalted 20 June, 5795. 14 Oct., 5795.

xalted 18 May, 5796......... 18 May, 5796.
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20. Gould...... ntered as a member 20 May, 5801 17 June, s8or.
21 Duperron Exalted 2 April, 5799 18 March, 5802.
22, Beale.... .. .Exalted 19 Feb., 5800...... 20 Jan., 5802.
23. Parris.. .Exalted 19 March, 5800 20 Jan., 5802.
24. Shea.... xalted 19 Feb., 5800, 20 Aug., 5800.
25. Christian Anderson........... xalted 19 NOV., 5800 ciiiriiiiiinncieeiccineeiieessenessrenesnnnn 18 March, 5802.

* A slip of Comp, O’Brien’s pen; the date should have been 28 April, not 2s.



The Hall on Filbert Street. 1802-1811



17

‘‘ Your Committee are of opinion the following ought no longer to
be considered as members of this Chapter for the reasons annexed to
their respective names :

. Andrew Neilson, suspended for non-payment of dues 20 Nov., 5805, and not since reinstated.
Vannest, exalted 19 June, 5799, said to be dead.

Bussier, never came forward.

Springer, withdrew from the Blue Lodge, of which he was a member.

Boucher, left the city ; last visit 21 May, s800.

Anson, left the city ; last visit 25 April, s8o1.

——— Arnold, exalted 16 April, 5800 ; left town—last visit.

Read, exalted 16 April, 5800; left town—Ilast visit.

. Andrew Hadfeg, exalted March, 5801 ; non-payment of dues, having left the Blue Lodge.
. Calvin Gould, exalted 15 April, 5801 ; non-payment of dues.

11. James Gillen, suspended for non-payment of dues 21 Aug., 5805, and not since reinstated.
12. Henry Switzer, dead.

13. John Sellers, exalted 19 Aug., 5801 ; never intended to be a member.

14. E. Hillyard, exalted 17 Feb., 5802; withdrew from his Blue Lodge.

15. Anthony Chardon, withdrew from Private Lodge, of which he was a member.

Echfield, withdrew from Private Lodge, of which he was a member.

17. Daniel Dutcher, left the city and don’t intend to return.

18. Chs. Neild, withdrew from his Blue Lodge.

19. Wm. S. Shirly, a sojourner; never intended to be a member.

20. Samuel Passey, suspended for non-payment of dues.

21. Wm. A. Foster, left the city and not considered a member.

R R s

‘“ The following your Committee consider a correct list of the pres-
ent members of the Chapter :

. Cadwallader Griffiths......c.ccoumvniiniennenn,
. Thomas Amies..... ..Exalted 23 April, 5795.
. William Franklin. ..Exalted 13 May, 5795.

1. Cadwallader Griffiths......cccccvvuvveerivneercccssssssennnenn Exalted 28 April, 5794.
2
3
6. Savage Stillwell. ..Exalted 19 March, 5800.
7
0.

. William Anderson ....oieeeennvsessssnennnniennnns ..Exalted 20 Aug., 5800.
. Abraham Cohel....unneiiienscrnriniinenieniinsiiienenennns Exalted 17 Dec., 5800.
8. Charles Cummins... Exalted 19 Nov., 5800.
11, John Conrad, .ccuverr veenviereeneense veierevnnnennns ..Exalted 21 Jan., s801.

1

12. Thomas Tarrant....ceeeeinniniennaes ..Exalted 21 Jan., s8o1.
13. William Allen...... eerreesnironenisssessesansiaainnnes Admitted 18 Feb., s801.
14. Jacob Eglee ...Exalted 18 March, s8o1.

15. Vincent Ducomb
16. Samuel Wallacc
17. John P. Flood.........cccuuueeee verererne
18. John Kennan
19. Joseph Clay....
Chalkley Collins
20. Joseph Burden.... .
21, Michael Wigtenburg
22. Peter Bonpeuil.........
23. Rudeman Robeson..
24. Thomas Rayner.......ccceeeeeeennn

.. Exalted 16 Sept., 5801.
..Exalted 21 Oct., 5801.
..Exalted 17 Feb., 5802.
..Exalted 19 Jan., 5803.
..... Exalted 19 Jan., 5803.
Exalted 16 April, s5800.
..Exalted 16 March, 5803.
..Exalted 16 March, 5803.

Exalted 17 Aug., 5805.
cesvereenenn. Admitted 21 Dec., s803.
. Exalted 21 Dec., 5803.

25. S. L. JONESuuieruiiivurraiisinsiesnnmmsesscsssensensassossassassenens Exalted 18 Jan., 5804.

26, JOhN HOOVETuutreerirerrinsrecisnnes orssesnseracsnessseseonns Exalted 18 Jan., 5804.
G. L. Charpy Exalted 21 Feb., 5804.
William Rovoudt Exalted 21 March, 5804.

Frederick Erringer cu...uiinssssnesnriecsresnneenne Exalted 21 March, s804.
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William Warren....cceieeeieennieis ienneeiennnnensnennens Exalted 30 March, 5804.
William Francis Exalted 30 March, s804.
Robert PoalK.....ccoeveemvennecrnneinee terereieannenes seeeenne Exalted 30 March, 5804.
Thomas H y . Admitted 15 Aug., 5804.
William Smith..cvieereiiicns vvvenniecsniceirnneneenne. Exalted 19 Sept., 5804.
Edw’d Wallington Admitted 20 Nov., 5805.
John Sailof....cccvveeiiiviiiiieiiieeiiiennns Exalted 18 Dec., 5805.
Th P: re ...Exalted 20 Aug., 5806.
John O’Brien Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.

Jasper Carter. Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.
Samuel Lippincott.. veeereenn. Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.
Robert Desilver Exalted 17 Dec., 5806.
AtKinSon ROSE ueieeeiiiiiiiisieecrineinisiensseecssnnsnnn snn Exalted 18 Feb., 5807.
Ezekiel Taylor. e eennn Exalted 18 Feb., 5807.
J. D. Armstrong . ...Admitted April, 5807.
Lambert Smith. Exalted April, 5807.

Samuel F. Bradford................... Exalted 20 May, 5807.
Wm. J. Legrand..... connnen «eeeeene. Exalted 20 May, 5807.

John Lancaster Exalted 19 Aug., 5807.

Peter Grant.. Exalted 1 Aug., 5807.
Jacob Peterman Exalted 16 Sept., 5807.
Robert Grant Exalted 16 Sept., 5807.

Wm. L. Sontag..
Thomas Arrowsmith..
Richard Tybout...
Wm. J. Spence....

Philada., 20 April, 5808. JoHN O'BRIEN,
THOMAS AMIES.”

Exalted 16 Sept., 5807.
...Exalted 21 Oct., 5807.
...Exalted 16 Dec., 5807.

By this report it appears that on that date the Chapter had 53
members. A notable feature is the use of the Masonic era (Anno
Lucis) in recording the years, and also the number of the day preced-
ing the name of the month, which we presume was a common custom
in those days.

Comps. Samuel F. Bradford and Richard Tybout became M. E.
Grand High Priests of the Grand Chapter ex-officio, being Grand Mas-
ters of the Grand Lodge—though the last named never was a Past
High Priest.

Comp. Walter Kerr, exalted April 19, 1809, and dimitted in 1811
to form Chapter No. 51, was also Grand High Priest by virtue of
being Grand Master. Whether he was ever a Past High Priest in No,
51, or not, cannot now be learned.

In 1810, the Chapter adopted a new code of By-Laws, a copy
of which was recently presented to the Chapter and will be hereinafter
referred to in its appropriate place.

May 15, 1811, Comps. Joseph Clay, Richard Peters, Jr., William
Bethell, Walter Kerr, James Tatem, Andrew M. Prevost, George
Morrison and James Harper, Jr., (8) resigned to form Chapter, No. 51,
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This sounds strange to our ears, being accustomed to the numeration
of Chapters according to the dates of their warrants.

(For the information hereinbefore given your historian acknow-
ledges his indebtedness partly to the old register of Companion O’Brien
and partly to the proceedings ofthe Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter as
they appear in the reprint of the latter body, from 1767 to 1864, published
in 1870, ‘The Minute-Book for the first twenty years of the Chapter’s
existence is lost or destroyed. It was never in the possession of your
present Secretary, or his immediate predecessor, and even Companion
Riley, who became Secretary in December, 1823, in his later days
could give no information of it. It may have been destroyed at the
burning of the Masonic Hall in 1819 ; but no mention was made of it
at that time. If still in existence, it may be in the possession of some
of the descendants of Companion O’Brien, none of whom, however,
are known to the present membership of the Chapter.)

We now turn to the first Minute-Book in our possession, and, open-
ing it at page 1, we find on that and the three succeeding pages a list
of the members as returned to the Grand Chapter, January 1, 1814,
with the dates of their exaltation or admission. The list contains the
names of ninety-one members, but four of whom are from Lodge No.
52. Thethree Lodges having the largest representation in our mem-
bership were: No. 67 with twenty, No. 51 with fourteen and No. 3
with thirteen ; Lodge No. 59, now and for many years past having by
long odds the largest representation, was on that date credited with
only one member (Comp. Thomas Knapp.) The time of meeting
was the first Wednesday in the month, and the officers elected
Wednesday, December 1, 1813, were Comp. George E. Blake, 1st
Chief ; Comp. Thomas Elliott, 2d Chief ; Comp. Lambert Keating, 3d
Chief ; Comp. Thomas Amies, Treasurer and Comp. John O’Brien,
Recorder.

The Principal Officers of the Chapter were then known as 1st, 2d
and 3d Chiefs, respectively, but the present titles must also have been
used to some extent, as we find in the first minutes in this book, Janu-
ary 5, 1814, that ‘‘ The Most Excellent High Priest made the following
appointments for this year.”

In the Minutes for the Stated Meeting March 2, 1814, we find the

following :
‘“The Most E. stated that he had convened a Special Meeting of
the Chapter the 19 February, 1814, for the purpose of exalting ,

2
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etc. 'The regular Minutes of which were not produced at this meeting,
the Recorder, pro fem., having forgot them.”’

How would such a case of dereliction be received now ?

May 4, 1814, a Committee was appointed to procure three dozen
crowns for the use of the members of this Chapter.

From the report of the Committee to examine the books and
accounts of the Treasurer, December 7, 1814, we find the dues to the
Grand Chapter for 1813 to be $20.00. In 1893 they were $363.67.

At the same meeting ‘* Companion Whitaker, of Rhode Island, a
visitor, begged the Chapter would favor him with one of our blank
certificates that he might get a plate engraved somewhat similar for the
Chapter of which he was a member, which on motion made and seconded,
the Recorder was ordered to give him.”’

The copper-plate from which these certificates were printed is still
in the archives of the Chapter.

The Chapter ¢ adjourned ’’ over from May to September, but held
three special meetings for work during the recess.

During 1814 the Chapter donated one hundred and fifteen dollars
in charity to needy Companions, widows and orphans. Exaltations,
twenty ; seventeen as Sojourners, three of whom were afterwards
admitted to membership ; losing eight by resignation, death and sus-
pension and one expulsion by Grand Lodge. Membership, December,
1814, eighty-six.

On March 1, 1815, a Committee was appointed ‘‘to procure a
suitable dress for Companion Sojourner, and that they be authorized to
get any additional dresses that they may find necessary for the Grand
Masters and Zerubbabel and to get the dresses of the Chiefs cleaned.’’

We infer from this, that in those days the floor officers were robed.

May 3, 1815, the widow of a Companion of this Chapter, in an
application for relief, stated ‘ that her husband was captured at sea by
the British during the late war and carried to Halifax, where he died
in prison in consequence of the cruel and oppressive treatment he
received from the enemy, etc. etc.”” It is needless for us to say the
Chapter contributed liberally to her relief.

At the meeting in June, 1815, the Chapter ‘‘adjourned’’ to the
first Wednesday in October, and by resolution, no dues were charged
for the months of July, August and September.

It seemed to be the rule to receive petitions, appoint Committees,
who reported, spreading the ballot and exalting the applicant all on
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the same evening, and only in exceptional cases were the petitions laid
over one month, as is the case now, and occasionally all this was done
at a Special Meeting called for the purpose. Five such Special Meet-
ings were held during this recess, viz. : June 13 and 15, July 26,
August 12 (Saturday, 9 A. ».) and September 18, at which meetings
the petitions of five brethren were received, acted upon and they with
one brother approved May 13, exalted. After this year the custom
changed in so far that it became the rule to lay petitions over one
month, and the exception to receive and act upon them ‘* forthwith."’

The first Grand Visitation of which we have any record occurs at
the meeting, Oct. 4, 1815, and appears on the minutes as follows :

““‘The Most Excellent High Priest as Grand Master-of Masons for
the State of Pennsylvania and the Grand and other officers of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, being Royal Arch Masons, were admitted
as Visitors with the usual ancient formalities, and the Most Excellent
High Priest, being in his appropriate situation, delivered a suitable
address to the Chapter, more particularly addressed to the Companions
exalted this meeting.”’

We think the Recorder should have written ‘‘ Most Excellent
Grand High Priest,’”’ more especially as the High Priest of the Chapter
was no! the then Grand Master of Masons. '

The year closed with eighty-six members.

February 7, 1816, a Committee was appointed to get a new edition
of the By-Laws, who reported, March 6, having procured 250 copies at
a cost of §10.50. As there is no record of any changes or amendments,
it is presumed they were simply a reprint of the By-Laws of 1810.

March 6, 1816, by unanimous vote the elective officers were
appointed a Committee ‘‘ to procure an appropriate medal and present
it to our former M. E. First Chief George E. Blake (M. E. H. P. in
1814, and acting pro fem. during the greater part of 1815) as a compli-
ment to him for his eminent services in this Chapter.”” This was
presented at the next Stated Meeting with the usual speeches, etc.*

A letter was received from a Brother ‘‘ requesting the Chapter to
return his petition to this Chapter for exaltation and membership,
presented February 21, 1810, on which the Committee then reported

* Comp. Blake was onc of the most active and efficient of the carlier members of the Chapter., He
was a well-known music publisher, and many of us now living can remember his quaint, old-fashioned
store on the cast side of Fifth street above Chestnut, adjoining the residence of Thomas Sully, the
famous artist,
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unfavorably, March 21, 1810. It appearing to the satisfaction of the
meéembers of this Chapter that his subsequent conduct as a Mason was
unexceptionable, his request was granted : one member of the Com-
mittee being present and concurring therein, one of the Committee
was dead and the other abroad.”’

An amendment to Article XII of the By-laws, offered April 3,
1816, was adopted July 3, following. It struck out certain words but
- did not change its meaning or force.

May 1, 1816, Brother Thomas S. Manning was exalted. He
was the originator, and during his lifetime the publisher of Manning’s
Masonic Register, a little hand-book (or Directory)which the Masonse
of Pennsylvania found not only useful but almost indispensable.
Companion Manning resigned the following year to assist in forming
Chapter No. 67 (the second Chapter under that warrant, the first hav-
ing been defunct many years).

A Committee appointed to inquire into the circumstances of a
Companion (not a member of No. 52) applying for relief, reported July
3, 1816, ‘‘ that they did not feel themselves authorized to grant him
the charity of this Chapter, believing his industry, if well applied, to be
adequate to his necessities and therefore not entitled to Masonic relief.”’

That Committee had the courage of their convictions. The Chap-
ter dispensed its charities judiciously as well as liberally.

The year 1816 closed with one hundred and nine members. All
the officers were re-elected. '

January 1, 1817, a committee was appointed to procure a new
Arch and other articles that may be necessary for the use of this Chap-
ter. At this meeting Bros. John Thomas and Joseph S. Riley were
exalted. Both these Companions became prominent in the Chapter,
one of them eminently so.

February 5, 1817, a communication signed by twenty two Com-
panions* (members of the Chapter) announcing their intention of

* The following is a list of the members withdrawing to form No. 67:

Josiah S. Kay Pierce Wood Caleb Dobbins
Charles Budd Hermanus King Thomas S. Manning
William Stratton John Thomas John Scotti
John L. Baker . Benj’n Molineaux Joshua Kersey
S. P. Barbier John W, Kelly Richard Tice
William Hankinson John Harland John H. Starr
James McKeage Elisha L. Antrim

" Jacob Cash, Jr. Jonathan Johnson

Of the above Comp.John Thomas afterwards returned to No. 52, and for several years wasa most
active member. .
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forming a new Chapter under the warrant of Concordia Lodge, No. 67,
and asking the approbation of this Chapter and the privilege of making
use of the Jewels, etc., of this Chapter. The prayer of the petitioners
was unanimously granted, and the Recorder appends a foot-note that
‘“it is understood they will only want the Jewels, etc., one year.”’

This Chapter, No. 67, existed for about four years, when in order
to get rid of an obnoxious element they dissolved, returning the war-
rant to Lodge No. 67, and surrendering to the Grand Chapter their
Jewels and paraphernalia. Shortly after, the Companions reassembled
(the obnoxious element eliminated), applied to Columbia Lodge, No.
91, for the use of its warrant and to the Grand Chapter for the property
of the late Chapter No. 67, both of which applications being granted,
organized as Columbia Chapter, No. g1, and is now one of the best and
most prosperous in the jurisdiction. ‘‘Old Harmony ’’ now, as of yore,
extends to her younger sister the hand of ‘‘fellowship and brotherly
love ; »’ the relations between these two Chapters having ever been of
the most friendly and cordial nature.

June 4, 1817, the Committee appointed in January to procure an
Arch was instructed to request permission of the Grand Lodge to have
an Arch erected in the Chapter room ; also, on motion, ‘‘ Resolved, the
seal now in the possession of and belonging to this Chapter be presented
to the Grand Chapter by the three Chiefs, and a Committee was
appointed to procure a new seal.

This was domne, and at the convocation of the Grand Chapter held
August 18, the thanks of that Body were unanimously tendered Chap-
ter No. 52 for the handsome and appropriate seal.’”” ‘This was the
first official seal the Grand Chapter owned. We wonder if it is the
one now in use. '

November 5, a Committee was appointed to ‘‘ wait upon Lodge
No. 52 to ascertain from them if they intend to have a supper at their
next Stated Meeting (it being the same time as our Stated Meeting), as
they and this Chapter could not be accommodated at the same time.’’
The (‘ommittee proceeded at once to business, visited the Lodge and on
their return reported ‘‘ that the Lodge decided not to have a supper
that night.”” We therefore suppose the Chapter had.

A list of exaltations appears at the close of this year, but no list of
members. Companion Alphonso C. Ireland was elected First Chief.

February 4, 1818, the Committee appointed to procure an Arch
were ‘‘ instructed to act in conjunction with any  Committee or Com-
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mittees that may be appointed by the other R. A. Chapters to apply to
the Grand Lodge for permission to erect an Arch.”’

This Committee was discharged May 6, but the Minutes omit to
state whether the Arch was procured or not.

October 7, 1818, the Committee on Seal reported having procured
one at an expense of eighteen dollars, the bill for which was ordered
paid.

Seventy-two members reported at the close of the year.

April 2, 1819, a Committee was appointed to inquire into the state
of our jewels, furniture, etc., in consequence of the late fire at the
Masonick Hall, in Chestnut street, who reported at the next Stated
Meeting ‘‘that the furniture of the Chapter at present consists of the
following articles, viz. :

3 Sceptres, 2 vols. Holy Bible, morocco, 10 Officers’ Aprons, I
Sword, 1 small Bible, 10 Officers’ Jewels, 24 old Crowns, 1 Phillip’s
Monitor, 21 Aprons, common, 1 new Crown, 6 Robes, 1 Keystone, 1
copy of Holy Bible, complete, 7 Officers’ Crowns.

There consequently appears to be the following articles wanting to
complete the furniture of the Chapter.

35 new Crowns, 4 common Aprons, 2d vol. Holy Bible, morozco
binding, 9 Sashes, 3 Officers’ Caps, 1 Shovel, Crowbar, and Pick-axe.

(No mention is made of the Minute or other books of the Secretary
and Treasurer.)

A Committee was appointed at this meeting to examine a chest
bought by the Recorder for the use of this Chapter, and report as to
the value thereof, which Committee reported November 3d, and the bill
for the chest ($12.00) was ordered paid.

This chest is still in possession of the Secretary, and may be seen
at his residence by any of the Companions. It is used asthe ‘‘Archives"’
of the Chapter, and contains the old Minute and other books of the
Chapter, Petitions for Degrees, and various papers and documents,
from 1805 to the present time ; the copper-plate of the original certificate
of membership, and many other interesting and valuable relics. With
the exception of its exterior appearance being somewhat dulled by age
it is as good now as the day it was made, and will yet outlast dozens of
chests of more modern make.

A communication was received October 6, 1819, from Concordia
Chapter, No. 67, announcing the appointment of a Committee to act in
conjunction with similar Committees that may be appointed by Chapters
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s1and 52, in procuring the necessary apparatus for the Chapters ; wlLere-
upon our Representatives to the Grand Chapter were instructed to devise
means to supply this and other Chapters with suitable dresses, etc. 'This
resolution was rescinded at the meeting January 6, 1820, and *‘ the
present Chiefs ”’ were made a Committee to confer with such Committees
as are, or may be, appointed by Chapters 51 and 67 to devise ways and
means to procure jewels, etc., for Chapters 51, 52 and 67. Amendments
to the By-Laws were proposed at the meeting March 1, 1820, by Com-
panions John O’Brien and Joseph S. Riley, and adopted October 4th of
the same year, and 200 copies ordered to be printed. At the same
meeting Companion Riley offered an additional amendment, which was
adopted March 7, 1821.

Sixty-two members at the close of the year.

On page 181 of this Minute Book (Minutes of May 2, 1821), we
see the last of the handwriting of Companion O’Brien. On turning to
the next page we find that of Companion Samuel Wonderly. The
Minutes of May and June appear to have been kept by Companion
O'Brien, roughly, and copied into the book by Companion Wonderly.
The Chapter ‘‘ adjourned’’ over July, August, and September. At the
meeting of October 3d a Committee was appointed to wait upon Com-
panion O’Brien and grant him aid if they thought proper ; from which
we infer that he was ill and in distress. A Committee was also appointed
to procure aprons and crowns for the Chapter, and at the next meeting
were instructed to inquire the probable cost of dresses, decorations, etc.
They reported at the December meeting that the probable cost of robes,
dresses, etc., would be from $8o to $100. An amendment to the By-
Laws was offered to change the night of meeting from the first Wed-
nesday to the first Friday, which was adopted November 7th, and the
first meeting on the first Friday was held December 7th.

The Minutes of the October and November meetings were signed
by Companion Wonderly as Recorder, p. £

At the November meeting, ‘‘ the Most Excellent High P