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The Constitution of Masonry

COMMONLY CALLED

“THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS”

AS ADOPTED BY

THE GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA IN 1791

CHAPTER 1.

THE CONSTITUTION OF MASONRY, OR AHIMAN REZON.*

When during the reign of Athelstane, his brother Prince
Edwin, of glorious memory, obtained from the King a Free Patent
or Charter to Masons, imparting a “Power to regulate themselves,
to amend what might happen amiss, and to hold a yearly com-
munication in General Assembly,” he accordingly summoned
all the Free and Accepted Masons in the realm to meet him in
congregation at York, who came and formed the Grand Lodge
under him as their first Grand Master, Anno Domini 926. At
this congregation Edwin required them to produce as far as
practicable all old writings and records of the Craft containing
the ancient Gothic Constitutions, and we have authentic record
for the fact that they brought many old writings, some in Greek,
some in Latin, some in French, and other languages, and from
the contents thereof they framed the Constitutions of the English
Lodges, and made a law for themselves to preserve and observe
the same for all time to come.

*This is the Masonic title for the Book of Constitutions, It is derived from three
Hebrew words ahim, brothers, manah, to prepare, and ratzon, the will of law; and
signifies therefore literally ‘‘the law of prepared brothers.” 1t contains the rules and
regulations of the Order, an exposition of the duties of officers, the rights of mem-
bers, the detaml of ceremonies to be nused on various occasions, such as consecra-
tiomns, installations, funerals, etc.; and, in fine, a summary of all the fundamental prin-
ciples of Masonry To this book, reference is to be made in all cases, where the by-
l}:'ws % the Grand Lodge are silent or not sufficiently explicit.—Mackey’s Lexicon of

ee Masonry.
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This Constitution, we have good reason to believe, continued
the supreme law among the Fraternity, wheresoever dispersed,
down to the year 1721, September 29, at which time, as the
records show, his Grace John Montague, Duke of Montaguy,
being Grand Master, and with the Grand Lodge, finding fault
with all the copies of the old Gothic Constitutions, ordered
Brother James Anderson, A. M., Grand Senior Warden, to digest
the same in a new and better form and method; and at a session
of the Grand Lodge on 27th December, 1721, said Grand Master
Montagu presiding, at the desire of the Grand Lodge, appointed
fourteen learned brothers to examine Brother Anderson’s manu-
script of the Constitution Book, and to make report. And this
communication was made very interesting by the lectures of
some old Masons.

In Grand Lodge at the Fountain tavern in the Strand, in
Ample Form, 25th March, 1722, his Grace the Duke of Montagu
presiding, Right Worshipful John Beal, M. D., Deputy Grand
Master, Josiah Villeneau, Grand Senior Warden, and John
Morrice as Grand Junior.Warden, and the representative of
twenty-four Lodges.

The said committee of fourteen reported that they had perused
Brother Anderson’s manuscript of the history, charges, regu-
lations, and Master’s songs, and after some amendments, had
approved of the same; upon which the Grand Lodge desired
to the Most Worshipful Grand Master to order the following
to be printed, which was accordingly done, and has, with very
slight modifications, continued to this day as the Constitution
and Regulations of Ancient Free and Accepted Masonry and
under which the Grand Lodge of Virginia was instituted.

Worshipful Brother Albert G. Mackey, in his truly valuable
Lexicon, gives the following impressive meaning to the Book of
Constitutions:

“The book containing the system of laws and customs of the Fraternity;

it 1s the same as the Ahiman Rezon. It is among the charges to a newly in-
stalled Master of a Lodge that he is to search the Book of Constitutions
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a‘;t all times, and cause it to be read in his Lodge, that none may pretend
ignorance of the excellent precepts it contains. This book, guarded by the
Tiler's sword, constitutes the emblem in the Master’s degree intended to ad-
monish the Mason that he should be guarded in all his words and actions,
preserving unsullied the Masonic virtues of silence and circumspection whicl;
are inculcated in that book.”

And he might have added, with advantage to Masters of
!..odg&s, that it is emblematic of the great HousenoLp of Masonry
in which the Initiates of the four quarters of the globe have an
abiding and immediate interest by the selection of its members
and, therefore, have entrusted every Master of a Lodge with an
officer called a Tiler, and armed him with a drawn sword to

prevent the ingress of any unworthy member into the Institution
of Masonry.

OF THE TEMPER AND QUALTITIES REQUISITE IN THOSE WHO WOULD
BE FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS

Before we enter upon the duties of a Free Mason, in the
various offices and stations to which he may be called in the
Lodge, it is proper to give some account of the temper and
qualities which are absolutely requisite, in all who aspire to
partake of the sublime honors and advantages belonging to those
who are initiated into the mysteries, and instructed in the art
of Ancient Masonry.

SECTION L
CONCERNING GOD AND RELIGION

' Whosoever from love of knowledge, interest or curiosity, de-
sires to be a Mason, is to know, that as his foundation and éreat
cornerstone, he is to believe firmly in the Eternal Ged, and to
pay that worship which is due to Him as the great Architect and
Governor of the Universe. A Mason is also obliged by his tenure
to observe the moral law, as a true Noachida;* and if he rightly

*Sons of Noah, the first name for Free Masons
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understands the Royal Art, he cannot tread in the irre.ligious
paths of the unhappy libertine, or stupid atheist; nor, in any
case, act against the great inward light of his own conscience.

He will likewise shun the gross errors of bigotry and supersti-
tion; making a due use of his own reason, accotdin_g to fhat
liberty wherewith a Mason is made free. For although in ancient
times the Christian Masons were charged to comply with ?he
usages of the countries where they sojourned or worked (Pemg
found in all nations, and of divers religions and persuasions),
yet it is now thought only expedient that the br'ethren in g'ener'al
should only be charged to adhere to the essentials of rf:llglop, in
which all men agree, leaving each brother to his own private judg-
ment as to particular modes and forms. Whence it follows that all
Masons are to be good men and true—men of hfmor .and honesty,
by whatever religious names or persuasions distinguished; always
following that golden precept, of “doing unto all men as Cupon
a change of conditions) they would that all men should do unto
them.” '

Thus, since Masons, by their tenure, must agree in the th.ree
great articles of Noah,* Masonry becomes the centre of union
among the brethren, and the happy means of conciliating and
cementing into one body those who might otheryvxse havse Te-
mained at a perpetual distance; thereby strengthening the divine
obligations of religion and love

SECTION II.

CONCERNING COVERNMENT AND THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE

Whoever will be a true Mason, is further to know that l?y the
rules of this art, his obligations as a subject and citizen will not
be relaxed, but enforced. He is to be a lover of quiet, peaceéfble
and obedient to the civil powers, which yield him protection,
and are set over him where he resides or works, so ‘fa'r as they
infringe not the limited bounds of reason and of religion. Nor

*Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.
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can a real Craftsman ever be concerned in plots against the
State, or be disrespectful to the magistracy; because the welfare
of his country is his peculiar care.

But if any brother by forgetting for a time the rules of his
craft, and listening to evil counsels, should unhappily fall into
a contrary conduct, he is not to be countenanced in his crimes
of rebellion against the State; but he forfeits all benefits of the
Lodge, and his fellows would refuse to associate or converse with

im in private while he continues in his crimes; that neither
offence nor umbrage may be given to lawful government. But
such a person is still considered as a Mason, his character as
such being indefeasible; and hopes are to be entertained, that
the rules of the Craft may again prevail with him, over every
evil counsel and device that may have led him astray.

From this quiet and meek temper of true Masons, and their
constant desire to adorn the countries where they reside with all
useful arts, crafts, and improvements, they have been from the
earliest ages, encouraged and protected by the wisest rulers of
states and commonwealths; who have likewise thought it an
honor to have their names enrolled among the Fraternity. And
thus Masonry having always flourished most in the most flourish-
ing and peaceable times of every country, and having often
suffered in a particular manner through the calamitous effects
of war, bloodshed, and devastation, the Craftsmen are, there-
fore, the more strongly engaged to act agreeably to the rules of
their art, in practicing peace and love, as far as possible, with
all men.

SECTION III.

CONCERNING PRIVATE QUALITIES AND DUTIES
In regard to himself, whoever would be a Mason should know
how to practice all the private virtues. He should avoid all man-
ner of intemperance or excess, which might obstruct his per-
formance of the laudable duties of his Craft, or lead him into
crimes which would reflect dishonor on the Ancient Fraternity.

]
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He is to be industrious in his profession, and true to the Lord
and master he serves. He is to labor justly apd not to eat any
man’s bread for nought, but to pay truly for his meat and. drink.
What leisure his labor allows, he is to employ in studying the
arts and sciences with a diligent mind, t'hat he may .the better
perform all his duties (as aforesaid) to his Crez}‘tor, his countg,
his neighbor, and himself. For, in a few words, to”walk }}:um 1y
in the sight of God, to do justice, and love mercy,” are 5 1{3/[ truly
indispensable characteristics of a real Frefe e}nd Acce'p'te ason.
For the better attainment of these shining quah-tles he is 11:?
seek to acquire, as far as possible, the virtues of patu-encfra,'meteil -
ness, self-denial, forbearance, and the like, which give him ']e
command over himself, and enable him to govern his own fami ky
with affection, dignity, and prudence; at the same time Che}(i -
ing every disposition injurious to the world, and promoting t ]a(;
love and service which brethren of the same Lodge or ht?usehod
owe to each other. Therefore to afford succor to the distressed,
to divide our bread with the industrious poor, 'and to put tﬁe
misguided traveler into the way, are qualities inherent in t e
Craft, and suitable to its dignity. But though a Mason is never
o shut his ear unkindly to the complaints of any of the hurpan
species, yet when a brother is oppressgd or suffers,‘he1 is in 3
more peculiar manner called to open .hls whole. 501}] in love ;n
compassion to him, and to relieve without prejudice, according
to his capacity
It is fﬁrther necessary, that all who would be true Masons,
should learn to abstain from malice and s?ander, ev11-speakmgd,
backbiting, unmannerly, scornful, provoking, reproac}l;xiul }alln
ungodly language; and that he should k-now hqw to ob ﬁy those
that are set over him, on account of their superior quah' catlgns
as Masons however they may be in worldl‘y rank or station. For
although Masonry divests no man of his tempor?l tion[frz or
titles, but on the contrary, highly respects them, yet in the Lodge,
pre-eminence of virtue and knowledge in the Royal Art, is con-
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sidered as the true fountain of all nobility, rule and government

The last quality and virtue which I shall mention as absolutely
requisite in all those who would be Masons, is that of sEcrEcy,
which, indeed from its importance, ought to have held the first
place in this chapter, if it had not been intended to treat of it
more fully, as a conclusion of the whole.

So great stress is laid upon this particular virtue, that it is
enforced among Masons under the strongest penalties and ob-
ligations, nor, in their esteem, is any man to be counted wise
who is void of intellectual strength and ability to cover and con-
ceal such honest secrets as are committed to him, as well as
his own more serious affairs. Both sacred and profane history
teach us, that numerous virtuous attempts have failed of their
intended scope and end through defect of secret concealment.

The ancient philosophers and wise men (the princes of whom
were Masons) were so fully persuaded of the great virtue of
secrecy, that it was the first lesson which they taught their pupils
and followers. Thus in the school of Pythagoras we find it was
a rule that every novitiate was to be silent for a time, and refrain
from speaking, unless when a question was asked, to the end
that the valuable secrets which he had to communicate might
be the better perserved and valued. Lycurgus made a perpetual
law, obliging every man to keep secret whatever was committed
to him, unless it were to the injury of the State. And Cato, the
Roman Censor, told his friends, that of three things (if ever he
happened to be guilty) he always repented—viz: 1st. If he
divulged a secret; 2nd. If he went on water when he might stay
on dry land; and 3rd. If he suffered a day to pass without doing
(or endeavoring to do) some good. We also read that the Persian

law punished the betrayal of a secret more grievously than any
other common crime.

Nor is the virtue of secrecy recommended only by the wisest
heathen philosophers and law-givers, but likewise by the fathers
of the church and by inspired writers
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St. Ambrose places the patient gift of silence among the prin-
cipal foundations of virtue, and the wise King Solomon deems
the man unworthy to reign, or have any rule over others, who
cannot command himself and keep his own secrets. A discoverer
of secrets, he deems infamous and a traitor; but him that conceals
them, he accounts a faithful brother. “A tale-bearer,” says he,
“revealeth secrets; but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth
them. Discover not a secret t0 another, lest he that heareth it
put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not away. He that
keepeth his tongue, keepeth his own soul.” To the same purpose
in the Book of Ecclesiastes (chap. xxvii.), we meet with the
following beautiful passages, worthy to be forever recorded in
the hearts of all Masons:

“Whosoever discovereth seciets, loseth his credit, and shall never find a
friend to his mind. Love thy friend, and be faithful unto him; but if thou
betrayest his secrets, follow no more after him: for as a man hath destroyed
his enemy, so hath thou Jost the love of thy neighbor. As one that letteth a
bird go out of his hand, so hath thou let thy neighbor go, and shall not get
him again. Follow after him no more, for he is too far off; he is as a roe
escaped out of the snare. As for a wound, it may be bound up; and after
reviling, there may be reconcilement; but he that betrayeth secrets is without

hope.”

Thus far hath been spoken of the internal qualities and virtues
required in all who aspire to the sublime honor and advantage
of becoming Free and Accepted Masons. We speak next of the
external qualities, and the steps to be pursued, in order to obtain
initiation and admission into a duly warranted Lodge of Ancient
York Masons.

Be it known to you, then, in the first place, that no person is
capable of becoming a member of such Lodge, unless, in ad-
dition to the qualities and virtues mentioned above, or at least a
disposition and capacity to seck and acquire them, he is also
“free born, of mature and discreet age; of good report; of suffi-
cient natural endowments, and the senses of a man; with an
estate, office, trade, occupation, or some visible way of acquiring
an honest livelihood, and of working in his Craft, as become the
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members of this most ancient and honorable Fratemity, who
oug}'xt. not only to earn what is sufficient for themselves and
families, but likewise something to spare for works of chari
and for supporting the ancient grandour and dignity of thtg
Boyal. Craft. Every person desiring admission, must also be u
pght in body, not deformed or dismembered at the time of maﬁ:
ing, but of hale and entire limbs, as a man ought to be.”
'Thus, you see, a strict, though private and impartial inqui
will ‘be made into your character and ability before you can rg,é
admitted into any Lodge; and by the rules of Masonry, no friend
who may wish to propose you can show you any favor in this
respect. But if you have a friend who is a Mason, and is eve
way satisfied in these points, his duty is described as follows, vi;}:

SECTION 1V.

CONCERNING THE PROPOSING OF NEW MEMBERS IN A LODGE

Every person desirous of being made a Free Mason in an
Lodge, shall be proposed by a member thereof, who shall ivz
an account‘of the candidate’s name, age, quality, title trgde
place of 're51dence, description of his person, and otixer re’quisiteg
as mentioned in the foregoing sections. And it is generally re-
quired that such proposal be also seconded by some one or gmore
members, who likewise know something of the candidate. Such
p;oposal shall also be made in Lodge hours,* at least one Lodc
night befo.re initiation, in order that the brethren may ha%:
sufficient time and opportunity to make a strict inquiry into the
gmoralsf, chara.cter, circumstances and connections of the candi-
pj,:te (;r which purpose a special committee is sometimes ap-

Thf: brother who proposes a candidate, shall at the same time
deposit such a sum of money for him as the rules or by-laws of
the Lodge may require, which is forfeited to the Lodge, if the

*That is, from March 26th to Sep
, tember 26th, bet
and from September 25th to March 26th, between th:eﬁ:u::eofh(:‘ll;':lfd‘:;:: and ton:
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candidate should not attend according to his proposal; but is to
be returned to him, if he should not be approved or elected. In
case he is elected, he is to pay (in addition to his deposit) such
further sum as the laws of the Lodge may require, and clothe
the Lodge, or make some other present, if his circumstances will
admit, and the brethren agree to accept the same for the benefit
of the Craft, and of distressed members.

Having shown that a strict enquiry will be made into your
character, justice requires that you should also be advised to be
alike circumspect on your side, and to make enquiry into the
character of the Lodge into which you desire admission: for
there is no excellence without its opposite, and no true coin
without counterfeits.

In the first place, then, you have a right before admission, to
desire your friend to show you the warrant or dispensation by
which the Lodge is held; which, if genuine, you will find to be
an instrument printed or written upon parchment, and signed
by some noble Grand Master, his Deputy and Grand Wardens,
and Crand Secretary, sealed with the Grand Lodge seal, con-
stituting particular persons (therein named) as Master and
Wardens, with full power to congregate and hold a Lodge at
such place, and therein “make and admit Free Masons, accord-
ing to the most ancient and honorable custom of the Royal Craft,
in all ages and nations, throughout the known world; with full
power and authority to nominate and choose their successors,” etc.

You may request the perusal of the by-laws, which being short,
you may read in the presence of your friend or he will read to
you, and show you also a list of the members of the Lodge, by
all which, you will be the better able to judge whether you
would choose to associate with them, and submit to be conform-
able to their rules. Being thus free to judge for yourself, you
will not be liable to the dangers of deception, nor of having your
pockets picked by imposters, and of perhaps being afterwards
laughed at into the bargain; but, on the contrary, you will be
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admitted into a Society, where you will converse with men of
honor and honesty, be exercised in all the offices of brotherly
love, and be made acquainted with mysteries of which it is not
lawful to speak further, or to reveal out of the Lodge.

CHAPTER II.

. Having in the foregoing chapter treated as brieft i

of the temper and qualities required in those wioyvsiss}?ifﬂgﬁ
come Free and Accepted Masons,” I now proceed (according to
our proposed method) to collect and digest, under proper heﬁds
thosg general regulations (old as well as new), which more imz
p)edxa.tely concern operative Masons, avoiding prolixity, and the
insertion of such old regulations as are explained or suép]ied b

subsequent ones, universally received and now in force in al};

the Lodges.
SECTION 1

CONCERNING A LODGE AND ITS GOVERNMENT

1. A Lodge 1s a place in which Masons m
a§semb]y or organized body of Masons is al:)etczcl)le‘:]]o;kiih :
CJfUSt as the word church is expressive both of the congregatign
of people and of the place in which they meet to worship), and
% officered by a Master, Senior and Junior Warden Secreta

reasurer, Senior and Junior Deacon, Steward and f‘iler >
. i. Lic:(}ixe q}tllahtles of those who are to be admitted as members
o o Lo ge 1ave been fully mentioned in the foregoing chapter,
it is only necessary to repeat here in general, that they are

to be “men of good report, free born, of mature age,* hale and
soun_d, not deformed or dismembered at the tirrle of thei
making, and no women or eunuch.” .
Cal?;.n dzz rL;ciieihoufhdt to assem.bl.e for work at least once in each
, and must consist of one Master, two Wardens

*In this country they a
yearn e co y are not supposed to be mature before they are twenty-one
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—Senior and Junior—one Secretary, one Treasurer, and as
many members as the Master and a majority of the Lodge shall,
from time to time, think proper, although more than forty or
fifty (when they can attend regularly, as the wholesome rules
of the Craft require), are generally found inconvenient for
working to advantage; and, therefore, when a Lodge comes to
be thus numerous, some of the ablest master workmen, and others
under their direction, will obtain leave to separate and app}y
to the Grand Lodge for a warrant to work by themselves in
order to the further advancement of the Craft, as the Jaws here-
after to be delivered will more particularly show. But such
warrant cannot be granted to any number of Masons, nor can
a new Lodge be formed unless there be among them three Master
Masons, to be nominated and installed officers for governing ar}d
instructing the brethren of such Lodge, and promoting them in
due time according to their merit.

4. When men of eminent quality, learning, rank or wealth
apply to be made and admitted into the Lodge, .they are to be
accepted with proper respect after due examination, for among
such are often found those who afterwards prove good Lords or
Founders of work, excellent officers and the ablest designers, to
the great honor and strength of the Lodge. From among them
also the Fraternity can generally have some honorable or learned
Grand Master and other Grand Officers. But still these brethren
are equally subject to all the charges and regulations, except in
what more immediately concerns operative Masons and their
preferment, as well as the preferment of all other Masons and
must be governed by the general rule; that is to say, fm.m(?ed
upon rea] worth and personal merit, and not upon mere seniority,
or any other particular rank or quality.

5. In order that due decorum may be observed while the
Lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn, and for the
better preservation of secrecy and good harmony, a brother well
skilled in the Master’s part, shall be appointed and paid for
tiling the Lodge door during the time of communication.
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6. Every Lodge shall keep a book containing their by-laws,
the names of their members with a list of all the Lodges under
the same Grand Lodge, and united in general communication,
with the usual times and places of meeting in such Lodges, and

such other necessary parts of their transactions as are proper
to be written.

7. No Lodge shall make more than five new brethren at one
time, unless by dispensation from the Grand Master, or Deputy
in his absence; nor shall any person be made or admitted a
member of the Lodge without being proposed one month before
(unless in particular cases), that due notice may be given to
all the members to make the necessary enquiries into the candi-
date’s character and connections, and that there may be such
unanimity in the elections, and admission of members as the
by-laws require, because unanimity is essential to the being of
every Lodge; and, therefore, no member can be imposed on
any Lodge, by any power whatever, without their consent; nor
would it be proper to admit any brother to work among them
who has openly violated the sacred principles of Masonry, untl
undoubted proof of his reformation has been given, lest the
harmony of the Lodge might be thereby disturbed, and not then,
till a certificate is produced of his having paid all arrearages to
that Lodge of which he was last a member; for should any Lodge
admit a brother, who is in arrears to any other Lodge, the Lodge
where he is admitted make the debt their own.

8. As every Lodge has a right to keep itself an entire body,
they ought never to interfere in the business of another Lodge.
Therefore it would be highly improper in any Lodge to confer
a degree on a brother who is™not of their household; for every
Lodge ought to be competent to their own business, and are
indubitably the best judges of the qualifications of their own
members; and it does not follow as of course, that a brother ad-
mitted among the household as an Apprentice, to learn the Royal
Att, is capable of taking charge of that household, however
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skilled he may be in his apprenticeship, for there are many very
necessary qualifications essential in those who are promoted to

the higher orders.

9. As the officers of every Lodge are the proper representatives
of their own Lodge in Grand Lodge, still for the sake of equal
representation, the officers are allowed deputies, when unable
to attend themselves, which deputies must be appointed by the
majority of every particular Lodge when duly congregated, and
their appontment shall be attested by the Secretary, with the
seal of their Lodge. And every Lodge has the privilege of in-
structing their Master and Wardens, or their deputies, for their
conduct in the Grand Lodge and quarterly communication.

10. Every brother ought to be a member of some Lodge, nor
is it proper that any number of brethren should withdraw or
separate themselves from the Lodge in which they were made,
or were afterwards admitted members, without a sufficient cause,
although the right is an inherent one, and can never be restrained
by any power whatever; still, such separation would be improper,
unless the Lodge becomes too numerous for working; in which
case a sufficient number may withdraw with the approbation of
their Lodge, in order to form a new one. But before application
can be made to the Grand Lodge, they shall pay all dues to their
Lodge, and give them notice in writing that they intend to apply
to the Grand Lodge for a warrant to form a new one. The Lodge
then shall certify to the Grand Lodge the cause of the applica-
tion, and at the same time shall recommend the most fitted
brethren as Master and Wardens, before they can obtain the
warrant. And no set of Masons, without such warrant, shall
ever take upon themselves to work together or form a new Lodge.

SECTION 1I.
OF THE ANCIENT MANNER OF CONSTITUTING A LODGE

A new Lodge, for avoiding many irregularities, should be
solemnly Constituted by the Grand Master, with his Deputy
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and Wardens. or in the Grand Master’s absence, the Deputy
acts for his Worship, the Senior Grand Warden as Deputy, the
Junior Grand Warden as the Senior, and the present Master of
a Lodge as the Junior, or if the Deputy is also absent, the Grand
Master may depute either of his Grand Wardens, who can ap-
point others to act as Grand Wardens pro tempore.*

The Lodge being opened, and the Candidates or new Master
and Wardens being yet among the Fellow Crafts, the Grand
Master shall ask his deputy if he has examined them, and whether
he finds the Master well skilled in the noble science and the
Royal Art, and duly instructed in our mysteries, &c. The deputy
answering in the afhrmative, shall (by the Grand Master’s order)
take the candidate from amongst his fellows, and present him
to the Grand Master, saying: “Most Worshipful Grand Master,
the brethren here desire to be formed into a regular Lodge, and
I present my worthy Brother A. B. to be installed their Master,
whom I know to be of good morals and great skill, true and trusty,
and a lover of the whole Fraternity, wheresoever dispersed over
the face of the earth.”

Then the Grand Master, placing the candidate on his left hand
and having asked and obtained the unanimous consent of the
brethren, shall say (after some other ceremonies and expressions,
that cannot be written), “I constitute and form these good
brethren into a new regular Lodge, and appoint you, Brother
A. B., the Master of it, not doubting of your capacity and care
to preserve the cement of the Lodge,” &c.

Upon this the Deputy, or some other brother for him, shall
rehearse the charge of a Master, and the Grand Master shall
ask the candidate, saying: “Do you submit to these charges as

*When 1nstitutions are required, where the distance is so great as to render it im-
possible for the Grand Officers to attend, the Grand Master, or his Deputy, issues a
written instrument, under his hand and private seal, to some worthy brother, who has
been properly installed Master of a Lodge, with full power to congregate, install, and
constitute the petitioners

If the Grand Master and Deputy is absent, or (through sickness) rendered incapable
of acting, the Grand Wardens and Grand Secretary, jointly, may issue a like power
under their hands and seal of the Grand Lodge, provided the Grand Master has first
signed a Warrant for holding such new Lodge: but the Grand Wardens must never
issue any Masonical writings under their private seal or seals.
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Masters have done in all ages?” and the new Master signifying
his cordial submission thereto, the Grand Master shall by certain
significant ceremonies and ancient usage, install him and present
him with this warrant, the Book of Constitutions, the Lodge
book, and the instruments of his office, one after another, and
after each of them, the Grand Master, his deputy, or some brother
for him, shall rehearse the short and pithy charge, that is suit-
able to the thing presented.

Next, the members of this new Lodge, bowing altogether to
the Grand Master, shall return his worship their thanks (ac-
cording to the customs of Masters), and shall immediate}y fio
homage to their Master, and (as faithful Craftsmen) signify
their promise of subjection and obedience to him, by usual con-
gratulations.

The Deputy and Grand Wardens, and any other brethren
that are not members of this new Lodge, shall next congratulate
the new Master; and he shall return his becoming acknowledg-
ments, first to the Grand Master and Grand Officers, and to the
rest in their order. .

Then the Grand Master orders the new Master to enter im-
mediately upon the exercise of his office, and calling forth his
Senior Warden, a Fellow Craft* (Master Mason), presents him
to the Grand Master for his worship’s approbation, and to the
new Lodge for their consent; upon which the Senior or Junior
Crand Warden, or some brother for him, shall rehearse the
charge of a Warden, &c., of a private Lodge, and he signifying
his cordial submission thereto, the new Master shall present
him singly, with the several instruments of his office, and in
ancient manners and due form install him in his proper place.}

In like manner the new Master shall call forth his Junior
Warden, who shall be a Master Mason, and present him (as
above) to the Junior Grand Warden, or some other brother in

*They were called Fellow Crafts, because the Masons of old times never gave any
man the title of Master Mason, until he had first passed the chair. o

$The Grand Wardens generally mstall the Wardens at new Constitutions, as being
best qualified for transacting such business.
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his stead; and he shall in the above manner be installed in his
proper place; and the brethren of this new Lodge shall signify
their obedience to their new Wardens, by the usual congratu-
lations due to Wardens.

The Grand Master then gives all the brethren joy of the
Master and Wardens, &c., and recommends harmony, &c., hoping
their only contention will be a laudable emulation in cultivating
the Royal Art, and the social virtues.

Then the Grand Secretary or some brother for him (by the
Grand Master’s order), in the name of the Grand Lodge, de-
clares and proclaims this new Lodge duly constituted No. ,
&c. Upon which all the new Lodge together (after the custom
of Masters), return their hearty and sincere thanks for the
honor of his constitution.

The Grand Master also orders the Grand Secretary to register
this new Lodge in the Grand Lodge book, and to notify the
same to the other particular Lodges; and after some other ancient
customs and demonstrations of joy and satisfaction, he orders

the Senior Grand Warden to close the Lodge.
SECTION I1IL

CONCERNING THE BEHAVIOR OF MASONS AS MEMBERS OF A LODGE
1. Of Attendance.

Every brother ought to belong to some regular Lodge, and
should always appear therein properly clothed, and in clean and
decent apparel, truly subjecting himself to all its by-laws and
general regulations. He must attend all meetings, whether stated
or emergent, when duly summoned unless he can offer to the
Master and Wardens such plea of necessity for his absence as
the said laws and regulations admit.

By the ancient rules and usages of Masonry (which are gen-
erally adopted among the by-laws of every Lodge), no plea was
judged sufficient to excuse any absentee, unless he could satisfy



18 CONSTITUTION OF MASONRY

the Lodge that he was sick, lame, 1n confinement, upwards of
three miles from the places of meeting, or detained by some ex-
traordinary and unforeseen necessity.

2. Of Working.

All Masons should work hard and honestly on working days,
that they may live reputably, and appear in a decent and be-
coming manner on holidays. All the working hours appointed
by law, or confirmed by custom, are to be strictly observed under
the penalties and fines hereafter to be laid down. The hours
of work are “from seven o'clock in the evening till ten, between
the 25th of March and the 25th day of September, and from
six till nine between the 25th of September and the 25th of
March.”

The Master and Masons shall faithfully finish the Lord’s
work, whether task or journey; nor shall they take the work at
task, which have been accustomed to journey.

None shall envy a brother’s prosperity, nor supplant or put
him out of his work, if capable to finish it.

All Masons shall meekly receive their wages without murmur-
ing or mutiny, nor desert the matter till the Lord’s work is
finished. They must avoid all unbecoming modes of expression,
calling each other Brother and Fellow, both within and without
the Lodge, with much courtesy as beseemeth. They shall instruct
the younger brothers to become bright and expert workmen,
that the Lord’s materials be not spoiled. But as Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, they must not allow cowans to work with them,
nor even be themselves employed by cowans, without an urgent
necessity. And when such necessity happens, they shall have
a separate communication, and not suffer cowans to learn from
them nor any laborer to be employed in the proper work of Free
Masons.

3. Of Behavior in the Lodge while open.

While the Lodge is open for work, Masons must hold no

TTre———— I e e
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private conversation or committees, without leave from the
Master; nor talk of anything foreign ot impertinent to the work
in hand; nor interrupt the Master or Wardens, or any other
brother addressing himself to the chair; nor act ludicrously while
the Lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn; but every
brother shall pay due reverence to the Master, the Wardens, and
all his Fellows, and put them to worship.

Every brother found guilty of a fault, shall stand to the award
of the Lodge, unless he appeals to the Grand Lodge; but if the
Lord’s work be hindered in the meanwhile, a particular reference
may be made.

No private piques, or quarrels about nations, families, religions
or politics, must be brought within the doors of the Lodge, as
being directly contrary to the rules already laid down—Masons
being declared of the oldest Catholic religion, universally ac-
knowledged as such and of all nations, bound to live upon the
square, level and plumb with each other, following the steps
of their predecessors in cultivating the peace and harmony of
the Lodge, without distinction of sect or political party.

4. Of Behavior after the Lodge is closed and before the Brethren
depart home.

When the Lodge is closed, and the labors of the day, finished,
the brethren, before they depart home to their rest, may enjoy
themselves with innocent mirth, enlivened and exalted with their
own peculiar songs; and sublime pieces of music, treating one
another according to ability, but avoiding all excess and com-
pulsion, both in eating and drinking; considering each other
in the hours both of labor and festivity as always free. And,
therefore, no brother is to be hindered from going home when
he pleases; for although after Lodge hours, Masons are as other
men, yet if they should fall into excess, the blame, though un-
justly, may be cast upon the Fraternity by the ignorant or
envious world.
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SECTION 1V.

CONCERNING THE BEHAVIOR OF MASONS IN THEIR PRIVATE
CHARACTER

1. When a number of Brethren happen to meet, without any
Strangers among them, and not in a formal Lodge.

In such a case you are to salute each other in a courteous
manner, as you are or may be instructed in the Lodge, calling
each other brother, and freely communicating hints of knowledge,
but without disclosing secrets unless to those who have given
long proof of their taciturnity and honor; and taking care in all
your actions and conversations, that you are neither overseen or
overheard of strangers. In this friendly intercourse, no brother
shall derogate from the respect due to another, were he not a
Mason. For though all Masons, as brothers, are upon the level,
yet Masonry (as was said in a former section) divests no man
of the honors due to him before, or that may become due after
he was made 2 Mason. On the contrary, it increases his respect,
teaching us to add to all his other honors those which, as Masons,
we cheerfully pay to an eminent brother, distinguishing him
above all of his rank and station, and serving him readily accord-
ing to our ability.

2. When in presence of Strangers who are not Masons.

Before those who are not Masons, you must be cautious in
your words, carriage, and motions; so that the most penetrating
stranger shall not be able to discover what is not proper to be
intimated. The impertinent and ensnaring questions or ignorant
and idle discourse of those who seek to pry into the secrets and
mysteries committed to you, must be prudently answered and
managed, or the discourse wisely diverted to another subject,
as your discretion and duty shall direct.

3. When at Home and in your Neighborhood.
Masons ought to be moral men, and fully qualified as is re-
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quired in the foregoing sections and charges. Consequently they
should be good husbands, good parents, good sons, and good
neighbors, not staying too long from home, avoiding all excess
injurious to themselves or families, and wise as to all affairs,
both of their own household and of the Lodge, for certain reasons
known to themselves.

4. Of behavior towards a Foreign Brother, or Stranger.

You are cautiously to examme a stranger or foreign brother,
as prudence and the rules of the Craft direct, that you may not
be imposed upon by a pretender; and if you discover any one
to be such, you are to reject him with scorn and shame, taking
care to give him no hints; but such as are found to be true and
faithful you are to respect as brothers, according to what is di-
rected above; relieving them, if in want, to your utmost power;
or directing them how to find relief, and employing them, if you
can, or else recommending them to employment.

5. Of Behavior behind a Brother's back as well as before his face.

Free and Accepted Masons have ever been charged to avoid
all manner of slandering and backbiting of true and faithful
brethren, with all malice and unjust resentment, or talking dis-
respectfully of a brother’s person or performance. Nor must
they suffer any others to spread unjust reproaches or calumnies
against a brother behind his back, nor to injure him in his fortune,
occupation or character; but they shall defend such a brother,
and give him notice of any danger or injury wherewith he may
be threatened, to enable him to escape the same, as far as is con-
sistent with honor, prudence, and the safety of religion, morality,
and the state, but no further.

6. Concerning Differences and Law Suits, if any should
unhappily arise among Brethren.

'IE 2 brother do you an injury, or if you have any difference
with him about any worldly or temporal business or interest,
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apply first to your own or his Lodge to have the matter in d1§p§1t§
adjusted by the brethren. And if either party be not satis e
with the determination of the Lodge, an appeal may be came}d
to the Grand Lodge and you are never to enter into a law suit,
till the matter cannot be decided as above. And if it be a matter
that wholly concerns Masonry, law suits are to be entirely avoided,
and the good advice of prudent brethren is to be followed, as
they are the best referees of such differences.

But where references are either impracticable or unsuccessfql,
and courts of law or equity must at last decide, you must spll
follow the general rules of Masonry already laic'1 down, 'avmdmg
all wrath, malice, rancor and personal ill-will in carrying on a
suit with a brother, neither saying or doing anything to hmd?r
the continuance or renewal of that brotherly love and frlendshxp
which are the glory and cement of this Ancient F.ratel_’mty.

Thus shall we show to all the world the benign influence of
Masonry, as wise, true, and faithful brethren before us have done
from the beginning of time; and as all who shall.follow_us and
would be thought worthy of that name will do, till athltecture
shall be dissolved, with the great fabric of the world, in the last
general conflagration. . .

These charges, and such others as shall be given to you, in a
way that cannot be written, you are strictly and conscientiously
to observe; and that they may be the better observed, the?r should
be read or made known to new brethren at their makmg,. and
at other times, as the Master shall direct. Amen—So mote it be!

SECTION V.

OF THE MASTER OF A LODGE, HIS ELECTION, OFFICE, AND DUTY

No brother can be Master of a Lodge till he has first served
in the office of Warden somewhere, unless in extraordinary cases,
or when a new Lodge is to be formed, and no past or former
Woarden is to be found among the members. In such cases, three
Master Masons, although they have served in no former offices
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(f they be well learned), may be constituted Master and
Wardens of such new Lodge, or any Lodge in the like emer-
gency.

The Master of every Lodge shall be chosen by ballot on the
stated Lodge-night each St. John'’s day; and the prgsent Wardens
(where they regularly are) shall be put up among the number
of candidates for the chair, but shall then withdraw, while every
free member (viz- all who have paid up their fines and dues, or
have been excused payment according to law) gives his vote
in favor of him whom he deems most wortthy. Each free member
hath one vote, and the Master two votes, where the number of
votes happens to be equal, otherwise he has but one vote.

When the ballot 1s closed, and before it be examined, the
former Master shall order the candidates to be brought back
before hum, and to take their seats again as Wardens. He shall
then carefully examine the poll, and audibly declare him that
hath the majority of votes, duly elected.

The Master-elect shall then nominate one for the Senior
Warden’s chair, and the present Master and brethcen shall
nominate one in opposition; both of whom shall withdraw il
the ballot is closed as aforesaid, after which they shall be called
before the Master, and the poll shall be examined and declared
by him as above directed; in like manner shall the Lodge pro-
ceed in the choice of all the nferior officers, great care being
taken that none be put in nomination for favor or affection,
birth or fortune, exclusive of the consideration of real merit and
ability, to fill his office for the honor and advancement of
Masonry. No Mason chosen into any office can refuse to serve
without incurring the penalties laid down in the chapter of fines,
unless he has served in the same office before. The Master of
every regular Lodge, thus duly elected and installed, has it in
his special charge (as appurtenant 6 his office, duty and dignity)
to see that the by-laws of his Lodge, as well as the general regu-
lations from the Grand Lodge, be duly observed; that his Ward-
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ens discharge their office faithfully, and be examples of diligence
and sobriety to the Craft; and true and exact minutes and entries
of all proceedings be made and kept by the Secretary; that the
Treasurer keep and render exact and just accounts at the stated
times, according to the by-laws and orders of the Lodge; and in
general, that all the goods and moneys belonging to the body
be truly managed and dispensed, as if they were those of his
own private household, according to the vote and direction of
the majority, whether in charity or in working; and that no more
wages than are just be given to any Fellow or Apprentice.

The Master shall further take care that no Apprentice or
Fellow be taken into his house or Lodge, unless he has sufficient
employment for him, and finds him to be the son of honest
parents, a perfect youth, without maim or defect in body, of
full age,* and otherwise duly qualified (according to the rules
before laid down) for learning and understanding the sublime
mysteries of the Art. Thus shall the Lords or Founders be well
served, and the Craft not despised. Thus also shall such Ap-
prentices when expert in the business of their apprenticeship,
be admitted, upon further improvement, as Fellow Crafts; and
in due time, be raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason,
capable themselves to undertake the Lord’s work; animated with
the prospect of passing in future through all the higher honors
of Masonry, viz: those of Wardens and Masters of their Lodges,
and perhaps, at length, of Grand Wardens and Grand Masters
of all the Lodges, according to their merit.

The Master of a particular Lodge has the right and authority
of calling his Lodge, or congregating the members into a Chap-
ter at pleasure, upon the application of any of the brethren, and
upon any emergency and occurrence, which in his judgment
may require their meeting; and he is to fill the chair when
present. It is likewise his duty, together with his Wardens, to
attend the Grand Lodge at the quarterly communications, and

*See note, page 11.
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also the Steward’s Lodge, and such occasional or special Grand
Communications as the good of the Craft may require, when
duly summoned by the Grand Secretary, and within such reason-
able distance of the place of holding the Grand Lodge as the
laws of the same may have ascertained on that head. When in
the Grand or Steward’s Lodge, and at General as well as Special
Communications, the Master and Wardens, or either of them,
have full power and authority to represent their Lodge, and to
transact all matters relative thereto, as well and as truly as if the
whole body were there present.

‘The Master has the right of appointing some brother (who is
most commonly the Secretary of the Lodge) to keep the book of
by-laws and other laws given to the Lodge by the proper authority;
and in this book shall also be kept the names of all the members
of the Lodge, and a list of all the Lodges within the said Grand
Communication, with the usual times and places of their meeting.

The Master has also the particular right of preventing the
removal of his Lodge from one house to another; and whereas
several disputes have arisen on this head, and it hath been made
a question in whom the power of removing a Lodge to any new
place is invested, when the old place of meeting appears to be
inconvenient, the following rule for this purpose hath been
finally agreed upon and settled by lawful authority, viz:

“That no Lodge be removed without the Master’s knowledge,
nor any motion made for that purpose in the Lodge when he is.
absent. But if the Master be present, and 2 motion be made
for moving the Lodge to some other more convenient place
(within the district assigned in the warrant of such Lodge), and
if the said motion be seconded and thirded, the Master shall
order summonses to every individual member of the Lodge,
specifying the business and appointing a day for hearing and;
determining the affair, at least ten days before, and the determi-
nation shall be made by the majority. But if the Master is not-
of the majority, the Lodge shall not be removed, unless full

two-thirds of the members present have voted for such removal.
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“But if the Master refuse to direct such summons to be issued
(upon a motion duly made as aforesaid), then either of the
Wardens may direct the same; and if the Master neglects to
attend on the same day fixed, the Warden may preside in de-
termining the affair in the manner above prescribed. But the
Lodge shall not, in the Master’s absence (on such special calD),
enter upon any other cause or business but what is particularly
mentioned in the said summons.

“If the Lodge is thus regularly ordered to be removed the
Master or Warden shall send notice to the Grand Secretary that
such removal may be notified and duly entered in the Grand
Lodge books at the next Grand Lodge.

“N. B. It is also a good method to have a certificate from the
Grand Lodge that such removal hath been allowed, confirmed
and duly registered in their books; which will be a business of
course, unless an appeal be lodged against such removal by the
minority, and then a hearing will be given to both parties in
the Grand Lodge, before such removal be confirmed or regis-
tered in their books.”

The Master’s duty in making and admitting new brethren,
and some other particular duties of his office, being such as
cannot be written, save on the tablet of his heart, are, therefore,
not to be looked for in this place, and, moreover, such duties as
more particularly belong to the Master and other officers of
Lodges, when they sit as members of the Grand Lodge, are to
be learned from the chapter which treats of the Grand Lodge.

SECTION VI

OF THE WARDENS OF A LODGE

1. None but Master Masons can be Wardens of 2 Lodge.
The manner of their election, and several of their duties, being
connected with the election and duties of the Master, have been
mentioned in the former section.
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2. The Senior Warden succeeds to all the duties of the Mas-
ter, and fills the chair when he is absent. Or if the Master goes
abroad on business, resigns, dimits or 1s deposed, the Senior
Warflen shall forthwith fill his place till the next stated time of
election. And although it was formerly held, that in such cases
the Master’s authority ought to revert to the last Past Master
who is present, yet it is now the settled rule that the authority
devglves upon the Senior Warden, and in his absence upon the
Junior Warden, even although a former Master be present. But
the Wardens will generally waive this privilege in honor of any
Past M?ster that may be present, and will call on him to take
the chal.r, upon the presumption of his experience and skill in
conducting the business of the Lodge. Nevertheless, such Past
Master still derives his authority under the Senior Warden, and
cannot act till he congregates the Lodge. If none of the officers
ll;e present(,1 nor any former Master, to take the chair, the mem-

ers according to seniori i
bers a oﬂ‘merf, ority and merit, shall fill the places of the

'_I'he business of the Wardens in the Lodge, is generally, to
assist the Master in conducting the business thereof, and mayr;a -
ing the Craft, in due order and form, when the Master is presen%
and in doing his duties (as above set forth) when he is necessaril ,
absefxt; all which is to be learned from the foregoing sectiony
Parflcu]ar Lodges do likewise by their by-laws assign particular.
duties to their Wardens for their own better government; which
5111§h1 Loddgeslflave a r.ight to do—provided they transgress ,not the]
gpiritazfnﬂz; S(s),mr;or in any degree violate the true genius and'

SECTION VII.

OF THE SECRETARY OF A LODGE

The Secretary shall kee i

' p a regular register or record of all
transactions gr}d proceedings of the Lodge that are fit to be coil-
mitted to writing, which shall be faithfully entered in the Lodge
books, from the minutes taken in open Lodge, after being duly
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read, amended (if necessary) and approved of before the close
of every meeting, in order that the said transaction, or authentic
copies thereof, may be ready to be laid before the Grand Lodge
once in every quarter if required.

In particular, the Secretary shall keep exact lists of all the
members of the Lodge, with the times of admission of new mem-
bers; and upon or near every St. John's day, shall prepare and
send to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge the list of members for
the time being, which shall be signed not only by the newly
installed officers of each Lodge, but also by the last past officers;
to the intent that the Grand Secretary, and consequently the
members of the Grand Lodge, may be at all times enabled to
know the names and number of members in each Lodge under
their jurisdiction, with the handwriting of the different officers,
and to pay all due respect to the brethren recommended or
certified by them from time to time.

SECTION VIII.
OF THE TREASURER OF A LODGE

The treasurer is to receive and keep exact accounts of all
moneys raised or paid in, according to the rule of the advance-
ment of the Lodge and benefit of the brethren, and to pay all
‘orders duly drawn upon him by the authority of the Lodge. He
is to keep regular entries, both of his receipts and disbursements,
and to have his books and vouchers always ready for examina-
tion at such stated times as the by-laws require, or when specially
called upon by order of the Master and brethren.

The treasurer is likewise to have the charge and custody of the:
chest, jewels and furniture of the Lodge, unless when the Master
and majority may judge it more convenient to appoint some
other responsible brother for that particular duty, or when the
officers of the Lodge may take the charge immediately upon
themselves. The warrant in particular is in the charge and
.custody of the Master.
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SECTION IX.
OF THE DEACONS OF A LODGE

To the Senior and Junior Deacons, with such assistance as
may be necessary, is entrusted the examination of visitors. It
is their province also to attend on the Master and Wardens and
to act as their proxies in the active duties of the Lodge, such as
the reception of candidates into the different degrees of Masonry,
and in the immediate practice of our rites.

SECTION X.

OF THE TILER OF A LODGE

The Tiler shall be a Master Mason, of knowledge and ex-
perienee, and generally a brother is to be preferred to whom the
fees of the office may be necessary and serviceable, on account
of his particular circumstances. His duty is fixed by custom, and
known to every biother; and his chief charge is, not to admit
any person (not even a member, while the Lodge is sitting)
without the knowledge and consent of the presiding officer;
neither shall he admit any visitor (that is not a member of a

warranted Lodge) a second time, sojourners producing certificates
excepted.

CHAPTER II.
SECTION L

OF A GRAND LODGE

1. A Grand Lodge consists of the Masters and Wardens of
all the regular Lodges in its jurisdiction, who, when duly as-
sembled, have the inherent power to elect the Grand Officers,
which are a Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Senior
Warden, Grand Junior Warden, Grand Secretary, Grand Treas-
urer, Grand Senior Deacon, Grand Junior Deacon, Grand Pur-
suivant and Grand Tiler
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2. The Present Grand Officers, and all Past Giand Masters,
and Past Grand Wardens and Past Masters of Regular Lodges
under the same grand jurisdiction, are members of the Grand
Lodge; and to constitute 2 quorum for business it is necessary
there should be the representatives of five Regular Lodges.

3. The Grand Lodge thus organized should meet at least
once 2 year, and this meeting to be considered and denominated
the Grand Annual Communication, or Convention of Deputies
from each Lodge within its jurisdiction. The Grand Communi-
cation thus convened shall have a right at all times, and possess
an inherent power and authority to make local ordinances and
new regulations, as well as to amend old ones, for their own
particular benefit, and the good of Masonry in general: provided
always, that the ancient landmarks be carefully preserved, and
that such regulations be first duly proposed in writing, for the
consideration of all the members, and be finally regularly en-
acted by the consent of the majority. This has never been dis-
puted, for the members of every Grand Lodge are the repre-
sentatives of all the Fraternity in Communications, and are an
absolute and independent body, with legislative authority: pro-
vided, as before observed, that the Grand Masonic Constitution
be preserved inviolate; nor any of the landmarks removed. And
at this Grand Lodge the different Lodges by their officers or
deputies, shall attend with or without notice.

4. No brother whatever can be admitted into the Grand
Lodge, unless he is 2 member of some regular Lodge; nor does
the appointment of a brother to an office in the Grand Lodge
prevent his holding an office in the private Lodge whereof he is
a member. '

5. A brother of the rank of Master, having business, or whose
attendance may be necessary in point of evidence or intelligence,
or a brother of eminence, upon motion, or leave asked and ob-
tained, may be admitted into the Grand Lodge; but such brother,
being admitted, shall not be allowed to vote, nor have a right
to speak to any question or matter in debate, without leave. or
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unless desired to give his opinion, and then he is to confine
himself to matters that concern Masonry only.

6. No Master or Warden of private Lodges, or other mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge, shall ever attend the same, without
the jewels which he ought to wear in his own private Lodge,
except for some good and sufficient reason to be allowed of in
the Grand Lodge. And when any officer of a private Lodge,
from such urgent business as may necessarily plead his excuse
cannot personally attend the Grand Lodge, his own Lodge may
nomnate and appomt any one of their members (being a Mas-
ter Mason), with his jewels and clothing, to su ply his place, and
support the honor of his Lodge in the Grané) Lodge: prm;ided
such deputy has a certificate of his appointment, with the seal
of the Lodge, and attested by the Secretary.

SECTION 11I.

IN CASE OF THE ABSENCE OF ANY OF THE GRAND OFFICERS

1. If the Grand Master is absent at any meeting of the Grand
Lodge. either stated or occasional, the Deputy Grand Master
is to supply his place; if the Deputy Grand Master be likewise
absent, the Grand Senior Warden takes the chair; and in his
absence, the Grand Junior Warden: and although by old regu-
lations, the Master or Past Master of any private Lodge, who
has been longest a Mason, had the preference of the chair in
the absence of the Grand officers, yvet now the rule is, that the
Master of the senior private Lodge who may be present, is to
take the chair. Nevertheless, any of them may waive the privi-
lege, to do honor to a Past Grand Officer, or any eminent brother
and Past Master. In all cases, the brother filling the chair may
nominate his deputy, and call on any eminent brethren to £i]
the vacancies of the Grand Lodge pro tem.

2. The Grand Master at all times, when he finds he must
n_egessarily be absent from any Lodge, still has the privilege of
giving a special commission, under his hand and seal of office,
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to any eminent brother, being a member of the Grand Lodge, E{O
supply his place, if the Deputy Grand Master should not attend,
or be necessarily absent.

3. In case of the death of a Grand Master, or any other Grand
Officer, the same order of succession and precedency shall take
place, as is above set forth, till the next election; when they shall
be regularly chosen, and duly installed.

SECTION IIL.

OF THE PARTICULAR BUSINESS

1. The busmess of the Grand Lodge at their stated Annual
Communucations 15 seriously to discourse of, and sedately to
consider, transact and settle all matters that concern the pros-
penty of the Craft, and the Fratefmty in general, or private
Lodges, and single brothers in particular. Here,. therefore, are
all differences to be seriously considered and decided, that. can-
not be made up and accommodated privately nor by particular
Lodges. And i any biother thinks himself aggrleved by t}}e
decision of any private Lodge, he may, by lodging an appeal in
writing with the Grand Sccretary (who shall summon the parties
and their witnesses to appear at the next ensuing Grand Cpm—
munication ), have the matter reheard, and finally determmefi
upon; and the Grand Lodge may adjourn from day to day, ’ur.ml
the business is finished And the Grand Master, or pres@mg
officer, when the Lodge is regularly opened, sba]l communicate
to the Lodge the nature of whatever business is to come before
them; and for the sake of admitting witnesses, it is esFeemed
most proper to try all matters of controversy in a committee of
the Lodge; and in order thereto, the presiding officer shall direct
a committee of the whole Lodge to meet in the Lodge room on
the succeeding day for the aforesaid purposes; Who shall examine
and determine upon all and every kind of business tbat may be
referred to them, and make a report of their prog:eedl'ngs to the
Grand Lodge on the same evening, for their ratification.
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2. In hearing all complaints and punishing delinquents, ac-
cording to the laws of the Craft, they are instructed to adhere
most religiously to the old Hebrew regulation, viz: “If a complaint
be made against a brother by another brother, and he be found
guilty, he shall stand to the determination of the Lodge; but if
the accuser or complainant cannot support his charge, and it
should appear to the Lodge t0 be groundless, being the result of
hatred, malice, or some unwarrantable passion, he shall incur such
penalty as the accused would have done, had he been duly con-
victed.”

3. All matters of controversy before the Grand Lodge shall
be determined by a majority of votes; that is to say, the Grand
Master or presiding officer having one vote (unless in case of
an equal division, and then two), the Deputy Grand Master
one vote; the other Grand Officers for the time being, collectively,
one vote, the Past Grand Officers and Past Masters, collectively,
one vote; and the officers, or therr deputies, of each particular
Lodge, collectively, one vote.

4. The Grand Master, or presiding officer, shall for the sake
of conveniency in voting, direct every collective body to sit to-
gether, that when a question is before the Lodge, they may con-
sult among themselves how the vote shall be given, and when
the question is put, either by holding up of hands, or otherwise,
one of those collective bodies shall vote for the whole, and that
duty should fall on the senior Mason

SECTION 1V.

OF PARTICULAR REGULATIONS

1. The election of the officers of the Grand Lodge shall be
annual. The Grand Master shall be elected by a majority of
ballots, who shall have the privilege of appointing his deputy.
The other Grand Officers shall also be elected by a majority of
ballots agreeably to the manner of voting laid down in the suc-
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ceeding section; all of which elections shall be for one year, and
until a new election shall take place.

2. Whenever application is made to the Grand Lodge, by a
sufficient number of brethren, for 2 Charter to form a new Lodge,
the Grand Lodge shall not grant the Charter, unless the skill of
the petitioners as Masons, and their good conduct as men, will
justify it. Great regard should always be had to the morals of
such brethren as are entrusted with the important charge; there-
fore it is highly essential, when the petitioners are not sufficiently
known to the members of the Grand Lodge, that a certificate
of their Masonic and Moral character, from two or more eminent
brethren, showing them to be Master Masons regularly made,
should accompany the petition; this being done, the Grand
Lodge shall then issue a Charter authorizing the petitioners, with
such other brethren as they may call to their assistance, to enter
Apprentices, pass Fellow Crafts, and raise Master Masons, agree-
ably to the ancient customs.

3. When a Lodge becomes too numerous for working together,
and application is made by some of the members for leave to
separate, and form a new Lodge, the cause of their separation
should be certified by their Lodge, to the annual stated Grand
Communication, at the same time recommending the most proper
and fitting brethren as officers of the new Lodge, before a
Charter shall issue.

4. The Grand Master, or in his absence out of the state, his
Deputy, or either of the intermediate Grand Officers, may grant
a dispensation for forming a new Lodge, to continue in force
until the next stated Grand Communication, provided the pe-
titioners comply with the requisition in the preceding article;
which dispensation shall have the seal of the Grand Lodge,
attested by the Grand Secretary, and entered by him in the book
of proceedings—the fee for which shall be——————to the
Grand Secretary. Still it shall rest with the Grand Lodge at
their next Grand Communication, whether a Charter shall issue.
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5. Whenever a Charter shall issue from the Grand Lodge,
which can be done at no other time than in Grand Communica-
tion, they shall direct a dispensation to 1ssue, signed by the
presiding officer, with the seal of the Grand Lodge, and attested
by the Grand Secretary, directed to some Past Master, with
powers to appoint his Wardens, to install the officers of the new
Lodge, and set them to work agreeably to ancient customs and
usages; but the Master of this new Lodge shall receive his degree
in the presence of three Past Masters at least—all of which must
be done before that Lodge can be entitled to a representation in

the Grand Lodge.

6. Every Charter issued from the Grand Lodge, shall be
signed by the Grand Master for the time being, or m case of
his death or absence out of the state, by the Deputy Grand Mas-
ter and Wardens, sealed with the seal of the Crand Lodge, and
attested by the Grand Secretary, directed to three reputable
brethren, authorizing them to call in other brethren to their as.
sistance, and to enter Apprentices, pass Fellow Crafts, and raise
Master Masons, agreeably to ancient customs and usages; the
fee for which shall be , for the purpose of Grand
Charity and other contingencies; and — ¢6 the Grand
Secretary for providing parchment and afhixing the seal, to be
paid previous to the delivery of the Charter.

7. The members of the Grand Lodge, and of all Warranted
Lodges within their jurisdiction, so far as they have abilities and
numbers, have an undoubted right to exercise all degrees of the
Ancient Craft, and consequently the Royal Arch; but no Masons
of any denomination can hold any Lodge, without warrant for
the place where held. Nevertheless, Royal Arch Masons must
not at processions, nor in any other place, except in the Rova
Arch Lodge, be distinguished by any gparment or %adge, differgnl
from what belongs to them as officers or members of the Grand
or their own private Lodges. ’

8. That each person admitted to any degree of Masonry in,
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the Grand Lodge, shall pay a fee of ————— for the purpose
of the Grand Charity.

9. Each Lodge on record, shall annually on the stated Grand
Communication, pay to the Grand Treasurer for the time being,
as a support to the Grand Lodge, the sum of —————; or a sum
of money equal to ————, for each and every member be-
longing to such Lodge.

10. The several Lodges on record shall transmit to the Grand
Lodge annually, 2 list of all the officers and members composing
each Lodge, distinguishing their rank and degree; together with
such other matters relating to the Craft in general, as may be
deemed proper to communicate; and that the said list be recorded
by the Grand Secretary in a book to be set apart for that purpose;
to the end that the Grand Lodge may at all times know the
number of laborers engaged in this great work.

11. Every brother requiring a Grand Lodge certificate or
diploma, which is impressed on parchment, and signed by the
proper officers, and signed also opposite the seal by the member
himself, shall pay to the Treasurer the sum of ———, towards
the Grand Charity Fund. Nor is any brother to be entitled to
such certificate without a previous certificate from the Lodge,
of which he is a member, setting fouth his regular behavior, and
that he has discharged regularly all Lodge dues.

CHAPTER 1V.
OF THE ELECTION, OFFICE, AND DUTY OF THE GRAND OFFICERS

The election of Grand Officers shall be at the Stated Commu-
nication annually, and shall be the first business that comes
properly before the Grand Lodge, after receiving the reports
of the subordinate Lodges represented. And the Grand Lodge
being opened in ample form, the Most Worshipful Grand Master
<hall direct the Grand Lodge to proceed to the choice of Grand
Officers for the ensuing year.
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SECTION 1.

OF THE ELECTION OF THE GRAND MASTER

The Most Worshipful Grand Master in the chair, shall call
on the Grand Lodge to nominate some eminent and skilful
brother or brethren for the office of Grand Master. Should there
be but one in the nomination, it shall be the indispensible duty
of the Most Worshipful to nominate one other in the opposition;
but if the present Grand Master is again eligible, and is then
in the chair, and willing to serve another year, he shall direct
his Deputy to nominate the one in opposition. The Grand Mas-
ter shall, if ehgible, be at all times in the nomination. The
members shall then be directed to prepare their ballots for one
of the brethren in the nomination, and when done, shall be
collected by one of the Grand Deacons. The Worshipful Grand
Master shall then call on two of the members to examine the
ballots, and deliver to him in writing, the number of votes each
candidate shall have; when the Worshipful Grand Master shall
cause the brother having the greatest number of votes, to be
thrice proclaimed aloud by the Grand Secretary, Granp MasTER
oF Masons! The Most Worshipful shall then cause the Grand
Master-elect to be conducted to the chair, and after introducing
him to the members as a brother skilled in the Royal Art, and 2
lover of the Craft, he shall be clothed with the badges of the
office, and installed in due form.

All the members shall then salute him according to the ancient
and laudable customs of Masonry.

SECTION 11

OF THE ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT OF THE DEPUTY GRAND
MASTER

The Grand Master-elect shall then nominate and appoint the
Deputy Grand Master as being his inherent right; because as
the Grand Master is generally a brother of the first eminence
and abilities and long experience, and cannot be supposed to
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give his attendance on every emergency, it hath always been
adjudged needful, not only to allow him a Deputy, but that such
Deputy should be a person in whom he can perfectly confide,
and with whom he can have full harmony—for which reason
it is proper that the Grand Master should have the nomination
of his Deputy. Although cases may arise when the Grand Lodge
may exercise the right of rejecting the Grand Master’s nomina-
tion, and of choosing for themselves, of which case (although
they seldom happen) the majority of the Lodge can only be
judges.

The Deputy Grand Master, being thus chosen, or appointed
as above, he shall be introduced, installed, congratulated. and
saluted in due form as before.

SECTION III
OF THE ELECTION OF GRAND SENIOR WARDEN

The Grand Master elect, shall then nominate some skilful
brother as Grand Senior Warden, and the Grand Lodge have
the inalienable right of nominating one or more in opposition;
(for an opposition is essentially necessary in the choice of all
the officers), and the person having the greatest majority of votes,
or ballots (still preserving due harmony), is declared, as before,
duly elected.

The Grand Senior Warden, being thus elected, he shall be

introduced, installed, and saluted in due form as before.

SECTION 1V.
OF THE ELECTION OF THE GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN

The election of the Grand Junior Warden is precisely in the
same manner as the Grand Senior Warden; but sometimes, for
the sake of dispatch, both the Grand Wardens are elected to-
gether in balloting, by writing Senior opposite the name of one
of the candidates, and Junior opposite the name of another.

CONSTITUTION OF MASONRY 39

SECTION V.
OF THE APPOINTMENT AND OFFICE OF GRAND SECRETARY

The office of Grand Secretary hath always been of very great
importance in the Grand Lodge, from the multiplicity of matters
committed to his care, and from the abilities and learning req-
uisite in the management of them. All the transactions of the
Grand Lodge are to be drawn into form, and duly recorded by
him. All petitions, applications and appeals, are to pass through
his hands. No warrant, certificate or instrument of writing from
the Grand Lodge, is authentic, without his attestation or signa-
ture, and his affixing the Grand Seal as the laws require. The
general correspondence with Lodges and brethren over the whole
world is to be managed by him agreeably to the voice of the
Grand Lodge, and directions of the Grand Master or his Deputy;
and he must, therefore, be ready to attend with his Assistant or
Clerk, and the books of his Grand Lodge, in order to give all
necessary information concerning the general state of matters,
and what is proper to be done upon an emergency.

For this reason, at every annual election of Grand Officers,
the nomination or appointment of the Grand Secretary is con-
sidered as the inherent right of the Grand Master, being properly
his amanuensis, and an officer as necessary to him as his Deputy.
It is, therefore, held under the old regulations, which yet stand
unrepealed, that if the Grand Lodge should disapprove ecither
of the Deputy Grand Master or Grand Secretary, they cannot
disannuel their appointment, without choosing a new Grand
Master, by which all his appointments are rendered void. But
this is a case which hath but very seldom happened, and which
all true Masons hope there never will be any occasion to make
a provision against.

The Grand Secretary, by virtue of his office, is a member of
the Grand Lodge, and hath a right to vote in common with the
Grand Wardens in everything, except in choosing Grand Officers;
he also hath the right of appointing his own Deputy, or Assistant
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Grand Secretary or Clerk — but such Deputy or Clerk must be
a Master Mason, yet shall not by virtue of that appointment be
a member of the Grand Lodge, nor speak without being allowed
or asked, unless he hath otherwise a right, by being either a Past
Grand Officer, or Past Master, or Deputy of some regular private
Lodge within the jurisdiction.

SECTION VL

OF THE ELECTION AND OFFICE OF GRAND TREASURER

The Grand Treasurer is elected by the body of the Grand
Lodge in the same manner as the Grand Wardens, he being
considered as an officer peculiarly responsible to all the members
in due form assembled, as having the charge of their common
stock and property. For to him is committed the care of all
money raised for the General Charity and other uses of the
Grand Lodge; an account of which, he is regularly to enter into
a book, with the respective ends and uses for which the several
sums are intended. He is likewise to pay out or disburse the
same upon such orders, signed, as the rules of the Grand Lodge
in this respect shall allow valid.

The Grand Treasurer, by virtue of his office, is a member of
the Grand Lodge, and hath power to move the same in any
matter that concerns his office, and may vote in common with
the Grand Wardens; he hath a right to appoint an Assistant or
Clerk, who must be a Master Mason, but shall have no vote,
nor be a member of the Grand Lodge, nor allowed to speak with-
out permission, unless otherwise entitled to a seat, as having
been a Past Officer of the Grand Lodge, or Past Master or Deputy
of some regular private Lodge within the jurisdiction.

The Grand Treasurer, or his Assistant, shall always be present
in the Grand Lodge, and ready to attend the Grand Master and
other Grand Officers with his books for inspection when required;
and likewise any Grand Committee that may be appointed for
examining and adjusting the accounts.
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SECTION VIL
OF THE GRAND DEACONS

The Grand Deacons, whose duty is well known in the Grand
Lodge, as particular Assistants to the Grand Master and Wardens,
in conducting the business of the Grand Lodge, are always mem-
bers of the same, so long as they continue in their office, and are
most commonly elected by the Grand Lodge as other Grand
Officers, though the appointment of right belongs to the Grand
Master and Grand Senior Warden, and may be appointed an-
nually, or on every Grand Lodge night.

SECTION VIIIL.
OF THE GRAND TILER AND GRAND PURSUIVANT

These officers must be Master Masons, but none of them are
members of the Grand Lodge, nor allowed to speak to any matter
before the Grand Lodge, without permission.

The Grand Tiler’s duty 1s to look after the door on the out-
ward side, to see that none but members enter in; and not even
them, if the Grand Lodge is opened, without first informing the
Grand Master (through the channel of the Grand Pursuivant)
of their being at the door, and wishing to enter. The Grand
Tiler is also to summon the members on any special occasion or
emergency, by order of the Grand Master or his Deputy, signi-
fied to him under the hand of the Grand Secretary or his Clerk.

The business of the Grand Pursuivant is to stand at the in-
ward door of the Grand Lodge, and to report the names and
titles of all that want admission, as reported to him by the Grand
Tiler. He is also to go upon messages while the Grand Lodge
is open, and perform sundry other services known only in the
Grand Lodge.

SECTION IX.

RULES TO BE OBSERVED DURING THE TIME OF PUBLIC BUSINESS

1. At the third stroke of the Master’s gavel, there shall be a
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general silence, and he who breaks silence without leave from
the chair, shall be publicly reprimanded.

2. Under the same penalty, every brother shall keep his seat
and be perfectly silent whenever the Most Worshipful, his
Deputy, or Warden shall think proper to call to order.

3. In the Grand Lodge every member shall take his seat ac-
cording to the number of his Lodge, and not move about from
place to place during the Communication, except the Grand
Wardens, as having more immediately the care of the Grand
Lodge, and such other officers whose immediate business may
call them to different parts of the Lodge room.

4. No brother is to speak more than twice on the same subject,
unless to explain himself, or when called upon by the Chair
to speak.

5. Every one who speaks shall rise and keep standing, ad-
dressing himself in a proper manner to the Chair; nor shall any
one presume to interrupt him under the aforesaid penalty, un-
less he is wandering from the point, and the Grand Master shall
think proper to reduce him to order, and then the said speaker
shall sit down. But after he has been set right, he may again
proceed if he pleases.

6. If any members be twice called to order at any one Grand
Lodge, for transgressing these rules, and is guilty of a third
offense of the same nature, the Chair shall peremptorily order
him to quit the Grand Lodge room for that night.

7. Whoever shall be so rude as to hiss or laugh at any brother
or what he may have advanced, shall be forthwith solemnly ex-
cluded the Communication, and declared incapable of ever being
a member of the Grand Lodge in future, until another time he
publicly owns his fault, and grace be granted.

8. No motion for a new regulation, or for the alteration of
an old one, shall be made until it be first handed up in writing
to the Chair; and after it has been perused by the Grand Master,
the thing may be moved publicly; and then audibly read by
the Grand Secretary; and, if it is then seconded and thirded, it
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must immediately be submitted to the consideration of the whole
Assembly, that the sense of the Lodge may be fully heard upon
it; after which the question shall be put, pro or con.

9. In order to preserve harmony, it was thought necessary
to use counters and a balloting-box when occasion requires; at
other times by holding up of hands, or by putting the question
aye or no.

CHAPTER V.
REGULATIONS FOR CHARITY TO BE OBSERVED IN THE GRAND LODGE

1. The Committee on Charity, commonly called the Grand
Charity Committee, consists of five Past Masters appointed by
the Grand Master at each Annual Communication, and such
other members as the Grand Lodge may on the day of annual
election appoint; and three of whom, for the sake of expedition,
shall be a quorum, whose business shall be to meet at least four
stated times in the year, viz: April-lst, July Ist, October 1st, and
January 1st (except those days happen on a Sunday, in which
case the next day), and as often at other times as may be deemed
necessary to hear all petitions, etc., and to order such relief to
distressed brethren, as their case may require, and prudence
may direct.

2. None but registered Masons who have themselves con-
tributed to the Grand charity fund, and were members of a
Woarranted Lodge during that time, can be considered and re-
lieved. Sojourners and traveling Masons, if duly certified and
recommended, are to be relieved by private contributions, made
for them on the occasion or out of the general fund, as the ma-
jority shall think proper.

3. It is the inherent right of this committee to dispose of the
Grand Charity under the aforesaid restrictions, and to such as
appear really necessitous and deserving, either by monthly sup-
port or otherwise, as to them shall seem meet; provided always,
that no brother made in a clandestine manner, nor any brother
who has ever assisted in any clandestine making, can ever be
qualified to receive any assistance out of the said fund.
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4. All the transactions of this Committee on Charity are to
be regularly entered of record, and audibly read by the Chairman
before all the members of the Grand Lodge, at their Annual

Grand Communication.

CHAPTER VI.
OF GRAND VISITATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

All the different Lodges in the same General Communication
should, as much as possible, observe the same rules and usages.
“Solomon, my son, forget not my law, but let thine heart keep
my commandments, and remove not the ancient landmark which
thy fathers have set.”

And to this end it shall be the duty of the Grand Master, or
in his absence the presiding officer, on the Grand Lodge of
annual election, to appoint some of the Grand Officers, or other
skilful Past Grand Officers or Past Masters, to visit all the Lodges
within the Communication, and see that the ancient customs
and usages are strictly observed. And as this laudable duty has
become impracticable, from the extent of their jurisdiction and
large number of Lodges, for the brethren before mentioned, to
perform the whole of this duty collectively, the Grand Master
shall cause the Lodges to be laid off in convenient districts, and
allow one or more visitors to each district, with such other as-
sistants as may be thought proper, who shall make faithful report
of their proceedings to the Grand Communication annually,
according to the instructions given them.

The brethren so appointed, shall have a dispensation signed
by the Grand Master or his Deputy, and attested by the Grand
Secretary, with the seal of the Grand Lodge, explaining the
nature of their business, whose duty then shall be to visit every
Lodge of his district at one of their stated meetings—previously
notifying to the Lodge the intended time of visiting them.

[The foregoing is the Constitution of Masonry, as compiled
and sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of Virginia in 1791 ]
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THE ORGANIZATION

OF THE
Grand Lodge of Virginia

At a Convention of Delegates from the Lodges below mentioned, met in
the city of Williamsburg, on Tuesday, the 6th of May, 1777, in consequence
of a petition of the Williamsburg Lodge, recommending that the Worshipful
Masters and Wardens of the different Lodges, or their Deputies, should mecet
in Williamsburg, for the purpose of choosing a Grand Master for the State
of Virginia-

Matthew Phripp, Esq., Deputy from the Norfolk Lodge; James Kemp, from
the Kilwinning Port Royal Crosse Lodge; Duncan Rose, from the Blandford
Lodge; William Waddill and John Rowsay, from the Williamsburg Lodge; and
William Simmons and John Crawford, from the Cabin Point Royal Arch
Lodge.

Matthew Phripp, Esq., bemng elected President, and James Kemp, Clerk.

Brother Waddill laid the following letters before the Convention, which
were directed to the Williamsburg Lodge: viz., A letter from the Fredericks
burg Lodge, enclosing an order of that Lodge; a letter from the Botetourt
Lodge; also a letter from Brother James Taylor, as Master of the Norfolk
Lodge, which were severally read and referred to the Williamsburg Lodge for
proper answers.

A motion being made, and it being the unanmmous opinion of this Con-
vention that a Grand Master ought to be chosen to preside over the Craft
in this Commonwealih;

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed for drawing up reasons why a
Grand Master should be chosen, consisting of Duncan Rose, William Waddill,
James Kemp and John Crawford, and that their proceedings be laid before
this Convention on Tuesday, the 13th May next, at 6 o'clock P. M.

Resolved, That this Convention be adjourned till Tuesday, the 13th May
next.

Tuespay, 13th May, 1777.

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment.

Brother Phripp being absent upon business, Brother Rose was elected
President.

Brother Waddill reported that the Committee, having met, had drawn up
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therr reasons why thev thought a Grand Master should be chosen, which he
delivered to the Chair, and being read. it was agreed the same should be
recorded, and are as follows-

To the Right Worshipful Master, Worshipful Wardens, and Worthy Brethren
of the Lodge:

In consequence of a proposition of the Williamsburg Lodge, inviting all the
regular Lodges in Virginia to attend at their Lodge on the 5th* May, 1777,
for the purpose of electing 2 Grand Master of Freemasons for the said
Commonwealth of Virginia, five regular Lodges appeared by deputation, on
the 7th* instant wiz, Norfolk. Kilwinning Port Royal Crosse, Blandford,
Williamsburg, and Cabin Point Royal Arch, and thence by adjournment to
the 13th instant when taking the subject of the meeting into consideration,
are unammously of opinion that a Grand Master is requisite in this State,
for the following reasons, founded cn the principles of necessity, convenience
and right. viz,,

First. We find that the Lodges m this State hold therr Charters under
five distinct and separate authorittes. viz., the Grand Masters of England,
Scotland, Ireland, Pennsylvania and America (the last at second hand); of
course all have an equal right to appoint their Deputies, who can clam no
authority over those not holding this principle. Therefore, any difference
ansing between Lodges holding differently cannot be settled for want of a
common tribunal. For the same reason the Craft can never meet in Annual
Communication, manifesting that brotherly love and affcction, the distinguish-
mg cheracteristic of Masonry from the beginning. Such divided and sub-
divided authority can never bLe productive to the real good of the Craft.

Secondly We carnaot discover, upon strict enquiry, that Masonry has
ever derived any benefit from the foreign appointment of a Grand Master in
this country, they bemg as little known and as little acknowledged.

Thirdly. Being at this time without a Supreme, and so circumstanced as
to render 1t mmpossible to have recourse to the Grand Lodge beyond the
sea should any abuses creep into the Lodges or should any body of the
brothethoud be desirous of forming a new Lodge, there is no settled authority
to apply to In this case we are of opinion that a Grand Lodge is a matter
of necessity. .

Fourthly and Lastly We find upon record that the Grand Lodges of Eng-
land, Scotland and Ireland founded their original right of election upon
their sole authority, by mutual consent, distinct and separate from all foreign
power whatever. We, therefore, conclude that we have, and ought to hold,

*The first meeting is recorded as being held 6th of May—the dates “6th and Tth”
aprear to be 1n error in copying

GRAND TODCE OF VIRGINEA 49

the same tights and privileges that Masons in all times heretofore have con-
» enjoyed.
Ees:;;]:,) the:JDyeputies aforesaid, for ourselves and our respective Lodg.es, humbly
beseech and desire that you will be pleased to take the foregoing reasons
into conaderation, and that you will favor us with your attendance, by
deputation, in this Lodge, for the purpose of electing a Grand M.aster for
this State, on the 23d June next, at 10 o'clock A. M., for the first time, and
determime—we having signified this our desire to all others, ever after’ at
such time and place as the Grand Lodge shall our regulaa and loving
brethren, in like manner as we have done to you, hoping to see you on the
day appointed; and we have caused these our proceedings to be signed by our
Joving Brother Duncan Rose, our President, and attested by our worthy
Brother James Kemp, Secretary, this 13th May, A. L. 5777. A. D. 1777.
Resolved, That copies of the above be made out and sent to all the different
Lodges in this State.
Resolved, That this Convention be adjourned il the 23d June next en-
sumng, at 10 o’clock A. M
(Signed) Duncax Rose, President.
Attest James Keme, Secretary.
Truly recorded from the minutes
W. WappiL. G. Secretary
At a Convention of five Lodges, assembled at the Lodge Room m Williams-
burg, on the 23rd June, 1777, pursuant to an adjournment of Deputies of the
13th May last, and agrecably to the letter of intitation to the seveial regular
Lodges of this State—present: Duncan Rose, Past Master, Blandford Lodge:
James Kemp, Master’s Degree, Kilwinning Port Royal Crosse Lodge, James
Mercer, Master, and Benjammn Johnson, Secrctary, Fredericksburg Lodge,
William Finnie, Master, and William Waddill, P M, Williamsburg Lodge,
Willlam Simmons, Master, and A, Campbell, Master’s Degree, Cabin Point
Royal Arch Lodge. ‘
James Mercer being elected President, and James Kemp Secrctary of this
Convention, the several deputations being inspected, and letters of other
Lodges, and also several Charters being 1ead and considered. .
This Convention are unanimously of opinion that 2 Grand Master for this
Srate 15 essential to the prosperity and dignity of Masonry in general, but
there not being a deputation from a majonity of the Lodges therein, decline
¢he chowce of a Grand Master for the present—but, in order to prepare for
the appointment of so essential an officer, in the amplest and most constituted
mode by which scrupulous Masons may be reconciled to such a measure.
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This Convention are unanimously of opinion that the most unexceptionable
mode of procuring such an officer in this State agreeably to the Charters con-
stituting the several Lodges therein, will be for the respective Lodges to
solicit their respective Grand Masters for an appointment of some one worthy
Mason, resident within this State, as Grand Master thereof, by which the
several authorities of the different Grand Masters of England, Scotland, and
Ireland, from which the several Lodges in this State hold their Charters,
will be united in one and the same person; and, in order to continue such
an officer in this State, this Convention are of opinion that such Charter of
Appointment should contain authority to such Grand Master to resign the
superiority of his Principal into the hands of the respective Lodges, in order
that such Lodges, by their Deputies, may form: a general Convention of the
Craft, to elect a Grand Master and proper officers of a Grand Lodge n time
to come.

And, in order to give dispatch to this business, this Convention beg leave
to recommend to their constituents, and to the members of all other Lodges
in this State, His Excellency General Geoige Washington, as a proper person
to fill the office of Grand Master for the same, and to whom the Charter of
Appomntment aforementioned be made.

But should the Lodges prefer any other person to this office, it is recom-
mended that the respective Lodges do elect some other person, and notify the
same to the Williamsburg Lodge, being most convenient, who are to examine
such appointment, and declare thereupon, on whom the majority falls, to be
nominal Grand Master of this State, for the purpose of accepting a Charter
of Resignation as aforeproposed, and notify the same to the respective Lodges
in this State. in order to their sohicitation aforerecommended

But i case such appomtment is not made by the first day of June next,
then this Convention are unanimously of opinion that the seveial Lodges
of this State should proceed to elect such Grand Master, and to that end that
the President of this Convention or, in case of his death, the Master of
Williamsburg Lodge, for the time being, ought to invite a Convention of the
Deputies of such Lodges to meet at such time and place as to him shall seem
most convenient.

Ordered, That these proceedings be attested by James Kemp, Secretary,
and copies transmitted to the several Lodges in this State who are requested to
pay the earliest attention to the same.  Attest:

James Keme, Secretary.
23d June, A. L. 5777, A. D. 1777.
At a Convention of the Craft, agreeably to an advertisement of the Right
Worshipful James Mercer held on the 13th day of October, A L. 5778—
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present: Robert Andrews, Master; James M. Fontaine, 8. W.; James Willison,
J. W.; Duncan Rose, T, William Waddill, Secretary; D. Rose, Deputy,
Blandford Lodge; Robert Andrews, W. Waddill, James M’Clurg and Jno.
M. Galt, Williamsburg Lodge; James M. Fontaine and Christ'r: Pryor, Bote-
rourt Lodge; James Willison, James Bolsches and John Crawford, Cabin Point
R. A. Lodge.

On the question being put.

This Convention are unanimously of opinion that there is a sufficient
number of Lodges present to proceed to business.

It is the opinion of this Convention that the power and authority of Cor-
nelius Hartmett, Esq. as Deputy Grand Master of America does not now exist.

It is the opinion of this Convention that 1t is agreeable to the Constitutions
of Masonry that all the regular chartered Lodges within this State should be
subject to the Grand Master of said State.

The Right Worshipful Warner Lewis, Past Master of the Botetourt Lodge,
being nominated to the office of Grand Master, declined the acceptance thereof
—and then the Right Worshipful John Blair, Past Master of the Williamsburg
Lodge, was nominated and unanimously elected—who was pleased to accept
of the office.

(Signed) RoserT ANpREWS, M.

Truly recorded from the minutes by

W. WabpiLt, Secretary.

At a Convennon of the Craft, agreeable to adjournment of the R. W.
Robert Andrews, Master, held 13th October, A. L. 5778, now assembled for
the purpose of installing the R. W. John Blair, Past Master of the Williams-
burg Lodge, into the office of Grand Master of Free and Accepted Masons
of the State of Virginia, held in the Lodgetoom in Williamsbuig, the 30th
October, A. L. 5778—present: Robert Andrews, Master, Dr. James Taylor,
S. W.; John Crawford, J. W.; James Galt, Treasurer; Duncan Rose, Secretary,
and forty-four members.

The Lodge being opened in due form. the Right Worshipful Master Robert
Andrews, agieeably to the meeting, installed the Right Worshipful Jobn Blair
in the office of Grand Master of this Commonwealth, when he was pleased
to appoint the Right Worshipful and Rev. Robert Andrews, D. G. M.

At a Grand Lodge, held in the aty of Richmond on the fourth day of
October, A. D. 1784, A. L. 5784, the Most Worshipful G. M. John Blair
having resigned the Chair, the R. ‘W. James Mercer was elected Grand Master,
who was pleased to appoint the R. W. Edmund Randolph, D. G. M.
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At a Grand Lodge, held in the city of Richmond on the 27th October,
A. D. 1786, A. L. 5786, the term of service of the present Grand Master
expiring, Edmund Randolph, Esq., was unanimously elected Grand Master,
installed and congratulated according to the ancient usage, who was pleased
to appoint John Marshall, Esq., D. G. M.

At a half yearly Grand Communication, holden in the Mason's Hall, Rich-
mond, 28th October A, L. 5789, R. W. Alexander Montgomery, Esq., was
elected Grand Master, who was pleased to appoint the Hon. Thomas Mat-
thews, Esq., D. G. M.

At a half yearly Grand Communication, holden in the Mason’s Hall in
the city of Richmond, 28th October, A. L. 5790, the Most Worshipful A.
Montgomery having 1esigned the Chaii, the Hon. Thomas Matthews, Esq.,
was unanimously elected and installed Grand Master, who, resigning his right
of nominating his Deputy, consigned the choice to the Lodge, who unani-
mously elected Jobn K. Read, Deputy Grand Master. And on 28th October,
A. L. 5791, in Grand Communication, the Hon. Thomas Matthews was re-
elected Grand Master; J. K. Read, Esq., Deputy Grand Master; Robert Brooke
and William Bentley, Esqs., Grand Wardens.

\\

MANUAL
OF
WORK

1977

GRAND LODGE, A.F. & A. M.
OF VIRGINIA




Opening and Closing Lodges

The ceremony of opening and closing Lodges
with solemnity and decorum is universally admitt-
ed among Masons; and though the mode in some
Lodges may vary, and in every degree must in
some particulars, still an uniformity prevails in
every Lodge, and the variations, if any, are only
occasioned by want of method, whlch a little appli-
cation might easily remove.

To conduct this ceremony with propriety, de-
corum, and solemnity, ought to be the study of
every Mason, but more especially those who are
called to officiate as officers of the Lodge; to those
of our brethren who are thus honored, every eye
is naturally directed for propriety of conduct and
behavior, and from them our brethren who are
less informed will expect an example worthy of
imitation.

From a share in this ceremony no Mason present
can be exempted; it is a general concern in which
all must assist; the first notice of which is given by
the Worshipful Master, with a request of the atten-
tion and assistance of his brethren. No sooner has
it been signified than every officer repairs to his
station, duly clothes himself, and the brethren,
previously clothed, repair to their seats.

The next object is to detect imposters among
ourselves, and for this purpose recourse is had to
our peculiar rites as Masons; this object being ac-
complished, our next care is directed to the exter-
nal avenues of the Lodg, and the proper officers
whose province it is to discharge that duty,
execute their trust with fidelity, and by certain
mystic forms of no recent date intimate that we
may safely proceed.

At opening the Lodge, two purposes are wisely
effected; the Master is reminded of the dignity of
character he is to maintain from the elevation of
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his office, and the brethren of the reverence and
respect due from them in their several stations.
These are not the only advantages resulting from
a due observance of this truly imposing ceremony;
the mind is drawn with reverential awe and adora-
tion to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, and
the eye and heart fixed on Him who is the only
Author of life and immortality. Here we are
taught to worship and adore the Supreme Jehovah,
and to supplicate his protection and assistance in
all our well-meant endeavors. After the customary
salutations, the Master pronounces the Lodge to
be opened in due and ancient form, and assumes
the government, and under him his Wardens; the
brethren, with one accord, unite in duty and re-
spect, and the business of the meeting is conducted
with order and harmony.

At the closing of a Lodge, a similar ceremony
takes place as at the opening. The avenues of the
Lodge are guarded; a recapitulation of the duties
of the officers is rehearsed, a proper tribute of
gratitude is offered up to the Author of our ex-
istence, and His blessing invoked and extended to
the whole Fraternity.
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PRAYER AT OPENING

Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, the Great
Architect of the Universe, the giver of all good
gifts and graces, Thou hast promised where two
or three are gathered together in Thy name, Thou
wilt be in the midst of them and bless them: in
Thy name we assemble, most humbly beseeching
Thee to bless us in all our undertakings, that we
may know and serve Thee aright, and that all our
actions may tend to Thy glory and to our advance-
ment in knowledge and virtue. And we beseech
Thee, O Lord, to bless our present assemblage, and
to illuminate our minds with the divine precepts
of Freemasonry, and direct us so to walk in the
light of Thy divine countenance, that when the
trials of our probationary state are over, we may
be admitted into the Temple not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. So mote it be—Amen!

If the Chaplain be absent, and this duty 1s performed by the
Master, the prayer at opening is:

Supreme Architect of the Universe! We invoke
Thy blessing at this time: may this meeting, thus
begun in order be conducted in peace and closed
in harmony.

So mote it be—Amen!
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PRAYER AT CLOSING

Supreme Architect of the Universe, accept our
humble praises and hearty thanks for the many
mercies and blessings which Thy bounty has con-
ferred on us, and especially for this friendly and
social intercourse. Pardon, we beseech Thee, what-
ever Thou hast seen amiss in us since we have
been together, and continue to us Thy presence,
protection and blessing. Make us sensible of the
renewed obligations we are under to love Thee
supremely, and to be friendly to each other. May
all our irregular passions be subdued, and may we
daily increase in Faith, Hope and Charity, but
more especially in that Charity which is the bond
of peace and the perfection of every virtue. May
we so practice Thy precepts in the rigid observ-
ance of the Tenets of Freemasonry, that we may
finally obtain Thy promises, and find an entrance
through the gates into the Temple and City of our
God. So mote it be—Amen!

If the Chaplain be absent, and this duty 1s performed by the
Master, the following benediction is pronounced:

BENEDICTION AT CLOSING

May the blessings of Heaven rest upon us and
all regular Masons; may brotherly love prevail,
and every moral and social virtue unite and ce-
ment us. So mote it be—Amen!
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CHARGE AT CLOSING

BRETHREN:

We are now about to quit this sacred retreat of
friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world.
Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not
the duties which you have heard so frequently in-
culated and so forcibly recommended in this
Lodge. Remember that around this sacred altar
you have solemnly bound yourselves to befriend
and relieve every brother who shall need your
assistance. You have promised, in the most friend-
ly manner, to remind him of his error and aid a
reformation. These generous principles are to
extend further; every human being has a claim
upon your kind offices; do good unto all; recom-
mend it more especially “to the household of the
faithful.” Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind;
live in peace; and may the God of peace and love
delight to dwell with and bless you.

TILER’S OATH

I, . . ... .. .., hereon solemnly swear that 1
have been regularly mitiated, passed and raised to the Sublime
Degree of Master Mason mn a just and legally constituted
Master Masons’ Lodge; that 1 am not now suspended or ex-
pelled and know of no reason why I should be.
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THE BALLOT
ON PETITION

(After all discussion)

W.M.: Brother Senior Deacon, prepare the bal-
lot. Brethren, we are about to spread the ballot on
the petition of Mr. e e e ..
for initiation into the mysteries of Masonry. The
Whites elect; the Blacks reject; a unanimous ballot
is necessary to elect.

S.D.: Worshipful Master, the ballot is spread.

W.M.: The brethren will advance to the altar
and deposit their ballots, commencing on my right.

S.D.: Worshipful Master, the ballot is deposited.

W.M.: Brother Senior Warden, have all balloted
in the west?

S.W.: Brethren, have you all balloted in the
west? All have balloted in the west, Worshipful.

W.M.: Have all balloted in the south, Brother
Junior Warden?

J.W.: Brethren, have you all balloted in the
south? All have balloted in the south, Worshipful.

W.M.: Brethren, have you all balloted? Brother
Senior Deacon, close the ballot and present it in
the east. Present the ballot in the south. Brother
Junior Warden, how stands the ballot in the south?

J.W.: The ballot is clear (or not clear) in the
south, Worshipful.

W.M.: Present it in the west. Brother Senior
Warden, how stands the ballot in the west?

SI.W.: Clear (or not clear) in the west, worship-
ful.

W.M.: Again present it in the east.

(If clear) and clear in the east. Accordingly I
declare Mr, Ce . e e
elected to receive the First Degree in Masonry.

(If not clear) and not clear in the east. Accord-
ingly I declare Mr. . .
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rejected. (Destroys ballot.)

FORADVANCEMENT

W.M.: Brother Senior Deacon, prepare the bal-
lot. Brethren, the ballot will be circulated to test
the Masonic proficiency of Brother
previous to his being passed to the second Degree
of Masonry. The Whites approve; the Blacks dis-
approve; a majority ballot is necessary to approve.

S.D.: Worshipful Master, the ballot is collected.

W.M.: Close the ballot and present it in the east.

The Lodge is satisfied (or not satisfied) with the
Masonic proficiency of Brother
(Destroys ballot.)

Brethren, the ballot will now be spread to test
the moral fitness of Brother
previous to his being passed to the Second Degree
of Masonry. The Whites elect; the Blacks reject; a
unanimous ballot is necessary to elect.

S.D.: Worshipful Master, the ballot is spread.

W.M.: The brethren will advance to the altar
and deposit their ballots, commencing on my right.

S.D.: Worshipful Master, the ballot is deposited.

W.M.: Brother Senior Warden, have all balloted
in the west?

S.W.: Brethren, have you all balloted in the
west? All have balloted in the west, Worshipful.

W.M.: Have all balloted in the south, Brother
Junior Warden?

J.W.: Brethren, have you all balloted in the
south? All have balloted in the south, Worshipful.

W.M.: Brethren, have you all balloted? Brother
Senior Deacon, close the ballot and present it in
the east. Present the ballot in the south. Brother
Junior Warden, how stands the ballot in the south?

J.W.: The ballot is clear (or not clear) in the
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south, Worshipful.

W.M.: Present it in the west. Brother Senior
Warden, how stands the ballot in the west?

S.W.: Clear (or not clear) in the west, Worship-
ful.

W.M.: Again present it in the east.

(If clear) and clear in the east. Accordingly I
declare Brother . elected
to receive the Second Degree in Masonry.

(If not clear) and not clear in the east. Accord-
ingly I declare Brother
rejected. (Destroys ballot.)



Degree of Entered Apprentice

SECTION L

The first Lecture upon Masonty 1s divided into three sections,
which paints virtue in the most beautiful colors, and enforces
the whole duty of morality. In it we are taught those useful
lessons which prepare the mind for a regular progress in the
principles of knowledge and philosophy. They are imprinted
on the mind by lively and sensible symbols and images, to
influence our conduct in the proper discharge of the duties* of
social life.

The hrst section consists of general heads, which, though
short and simple, carry much weight with them, and quahfy
us to try and examine the rights of others to our privileges.
while they prove ourselves. It also accurately elucidates the
mode of inrtiating a candidate into our Order.

It is the duty of the Master of the Lodge, as one of the pre-
cautionary measures of initiation, to explain to the candidate
the nature and design of the Institution; and while he informs
him that it is founded on the purest principles of virtue, that
1t possesses great and invaluable privileges, and that in order
10 secure those privileges to worthy men, and worthy men
alone, voluntary pledges of fidelity are required; he will at the
same time assure him that nothing will be expected of him
incompatible with his civil, moral. or religious duties.

In any of the degrees appropriate music may be introduced.
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PRAYER AT THE INITIATION OF A CANDIDATE

Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to this our present Convention, and grant
that this candidate for Masonry may dedicate and
devote his life to Thy service, and become a true
and faithful Brother among us; endue him with a
competency of Thy Divine Wisdom, that aided with
the secrets of Free Masonry, he may be enabled to
unfold the mysteries of godliness; and grant that we
may understand and keep ali the statutes of the Lord
and this Holy Mystery, pure and unviolated, to the
end of our days. So mote it be—Amen!

The following passage of Scripture (Psalm cxxxii) is re-
hearsed*

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity; it is like the
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard; that went
down to the skirts of his garments: As the dew of
Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the
mountains of Zion; for there the LLord commanded
the blessing, even life for evermore.
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THE LAMB SKIN OR WHITE LEATHER APRON

* Is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a
Free and Accepted Mason, more ancient than the
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, more honorable
than the Star and Garter, or any other order that
can be conferred upon you at this or any future
period, by King, Prince, Potentate, or any other
person, except he be a Mason; which I present you
without spot or blemish, and hope you will wear it
with pleasure to yourself and honor to the Fra-
ternity, * *

This section closes with an explanation of the working tools
of an Entered Apprentice, which are the Twenty-four Inch
Gauge and the Common Gavel.



16 MANUAL OF WORK

IR L1111

THE TWENTY-FOUR INCH GAUGE

Is an instrument used by operative Masons to meas-
ure and lay out their work; but we, as Free and
Accepted Masons, are taught to make use of it for
more noble and glorious purposes It being divided
into twenty-four equal parts, is emblematical of the
twenty-four hours of the day. which we are taught
to divide into three equal parts, whereby are found
eight hours for the service of God and the relief of
a distressed worthy Brother; eight for our usual vo-
cations; and eight for refreshment and sleep.

THE COMMON GAVEL

Is an instrument used by operative Masons to break
off the corners of rough stones, the better to fit them
for the builder’s use; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make use of 1t for the more
noble and glorious purpose of divesting our hearts
and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of
life; thereby fitting our minds, as living stones, for
that spiritual building—that house not made with
hands—eternal in the heavens.

SECTION 1II.

This section rationally and munutely accounts for the cere-
mony of initiating a candidate 1nto our Ancient institution

Every candidate at his initiation is presented with a Lamb-
skin or White Leather Apron.
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THE LAMB

Has in all ages been deemed an emblem of nno-
cence; he, therefore, who wears the Lamb-skin or
White Leather Apron as the badge of a Free and
Accepted Mascn, 15 thereby reminded of that purity
of llfe and conduct which is so essentially necessary
to his gainng admittance into the Celestial Lodge

abO\_/e, where the Supreme Architect of the Universc
presides.

SECTION III.

This section explains the nature and principles of our Inst:-
tutton, In 1t, also. we reccive Irstruction relative to the Form
Supports, Covering, Furniture, Ornaments, Lights and Jewels

of tge Lodge, how it should be Situated, and to whom Dedi-
cated.
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A LODGE

Is a certain number of Free and Accepted Masons
duly assembled, with the Holy Bible, Square and
Compasses, and a Charter or Warrant from* scims
Grand Lodge empowering them to work.

THE FORM OF A LODGE

Is famihar to every Muason. from East to West, and between
North and South, Free Masonry extends, and 1n every clime a
Mason may be found.

OUR INSTITUTION

Is * * * supported by * * * Wisdom, Slrength and
Beauty; for 1t 1s necessary there should be Wisdom
to contrive, Strength to support, and,Beau*ty* tg
adorn all great and important undertakings
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THE COVERING

Of a Lodge is the Clouded Canopy or Starry Decked
Heavens, where all good Masons hope at last to
arrive, by aid of that Theological Ladder which
Jacob 1n lis vision saw extending from earth to
heaven; the three principal rounds of which are
denominated Faith, Hope and Charity, and which
admonish us to have Faith in God, Hope in im-
mortality, and Charity toward all mankind. The
greatest of these is Charity, for our Faith may be
lost in sight; Hope ends in fruition, but Charity
extends beyond the grave throughout the boundless
realms of eternity.
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THE HOLY BIBLE, SQUARE, AND COMPASSES

The Furniture of a Lodge 1s the Holy Bible, Square,
and Compasses. The Holy Bible 1s dedicated to God
* * * . the Square to the Master * * * ; and the
Compasses to the Craft. * * *

THE ORNAMENTS OF A LODGE

Are the Mosaic Pavement, indented Tessel and
Blazing Star.

The Mosaic Pavement is a representation of the
ground floor of King Solomon’s Temple; the in-
dented Tessel, of that beautiful border or skirting
which surrounded it; and the Blazing Star 1s an
emblem of Deity or an overruling Providence.

The Mosaic Pavement 1s emblematical of human
life, checkered with good and evil; the beautiful
border which surrounds it, of the manifold blessings
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and comforts which surround us, and which we
hope to enjoy by a faithful reliance on Divine
Providence, which is hieroglyphically represented
by the Blazing Star in the centre.

THE LIGHTS OF A LODGE

There are three Lights in a Lodge. * * * *

THE IMMOVABLE JEWELS

Are the Square, Level and Plumb, wom by the
three stationed officers of the Lodge. The Square
* * * teaching morality, the Level * * * equality,
and the Plumb * * * rectitude of life.

0
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Book of Nature and of Revelation. which is our
Spiritual, Moral. and Masonic Trestle Board.

THE MOVABLE JEWELS

Are the Rough Ashlar, Perfect Ashlar, and Trestle
Board.

The Rough Ashlar is a stone as taken from the
quarry in its rude and natural state; the Perfect
Ashlar is a stone made ready by the hands of the
Apprentice, to be adjusted by the working tools of
the Fellow Craft; and the Trestle Board is for the
Master Workman to draw his designs upon.

By the Rough Ashlar we are reminded of our
rude and imperfect state by nature; by the Perfect
Ashlar, of that state of perfection which we hope to
attain by a virtuous education, our own endeavors,
and the blessing of God; and by the Trestle Board
we are reminded that as the operative workman
erects his temporal building agreeably to the rules
and designs laid down by the Master on his Trestle
Board, so should we, both operative and specula-
tive, endeavor to erect our spiritual building agree-
ably to the rules and designs laid down by the
Supreme Architect of the Universe, in the Great

SITUATION OF LODGES

Lodges are situated East and West. * * *

\_/

DEDICATION OF LODGES

Our ancient brethren dedicated their Lodges to
King Solomon, who was our first Most Excellent
Grand Master; but Masons professing Christianity,
dedicate theirs to St. John the Baptist and St. John
the Evangelist, who were two eminent Christian
patrons 1n Masonry; and since their time there is
represented in every regular and well-governed
Lodge a certain point within a Circle, embordered
by two perfect Parallel Lines, representing St. John
the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, and on the
top rests the Book of Constitutions. In going round
this Circle we necessarily touch upon those two
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Parallel Lines as well as the Book of Constitutions;
and while a Mason keeps himself circumscribed
within their precepts, it is impossible he can ma-
terially err.

THE TENETS

Of our profession are Brotherly Love, Relief, and
Truth.

BROTHERLY LOVE

By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are taught
to regard the whole human species as one common
family—the high, the low, the rich and poor, who,
as created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants
of the same planet, are sent into the world to aid,
support, and protect each other. On this principle
Free Masonry unites men of every country, sect,
and opinion, and conciliates true friendship among
those who might otherwise remain at a perpetual
distance.

RELIEF

To relieve the distressed 15 a duty incumbent on
all men, but particularly upon Masons, who are
linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere
affection; to soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with
their misfortunes, to ‘compassionate their miseries,
and restore peace to their troubled minds. 1s the
grand aim we have in view. On this basis we form
our friendships, and establish our connections.
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TRUTH

Is a divine attribute and the foundation of every
virtue; to be good men and true, 15 the first lesson
we are taught m Masoary. On this themz we con-
template, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate
our conduct, hence, while nfluenced by this prin-
ciple, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us;
sincerity and plain dealing characterize us, and the
heart and tongue join in promoting each other’s wel-
fare, and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.

THE CARDINAL VIRTUES

There are four Perfect Points and essential Cardinal Virtues
necessary to complete the lesson of instructions to every Initiate
into the Philosophy of Masonry, illustrated by Temperance,
Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice.

TEMPERANCE

Is that due restraint upon our affections and pas-
sions, which renders the body tame and governable,
and frees the mind from the allurements of vice.
This virtue should be the constant practice of every
Mason, as he is thereby taught to avoid excess or
contracting any vicious or licentious habit, the in-
dulgence of which might lead him to disclose some
of those valuable secrets which he has promised
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to conceal and never reveal, and which would
subject him to the contempt and detestation of all
good Masons. * * * * *

FORTITUDE

Is that noble and steady purpose of the mind
whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain, peril,
or danger, when prudentially deemed expedient.
This virtue is equally distant from cowardice and
rashness, and, like the former, should be deeply im-
pressed upon the mind of every Mason, as a safe-
guard or security against any illegal attack that
might be made by force or otherwise to extort from
him any of those valuable secrets with which he has
been entrusted, and which was emblematically rep-
resented to you upon your first admission into the
Lodge. * * * * *

MANUAL OF WORK 27

PRUDENCE

Teaches us to regulate our lives agreeably to the
dictates of reason, and is that habit by which we
wisely judge, and prudenuially determine in all
things relative to our present as well as to our future
happiness. This virtue should be the pecuhar char-
acteristic of every Mason. not only for the govern-
ment of his conduct while 1n the Lodge, but also
when abroad in the world. 1t should be particularly
attended to m all strange and mixed companies,
never to let fall the least expression or hint whereby
the secrets of Free Masonry might be unlawfully
obtained. * * * * ¥

JUSTICE
Is that standard or boundary of right, which enables
us to render to every man his just due without
distinction. This virtue 1s not only consistent with
Divine and human laws, but is the very cement and
support of all civil society; and as justice in a great
measure constitutes the really good man, so should
it be the invariable practice of every Mason, never
to deviate from the minutest principle thereof. * * *

Thus the Lecture of the First or Entered Apprentice’s degree

is closed with a few appropriate remarks explanatory of the
freedom, fervency, and zeal necessary to be exercised during
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the probation of hic service, and show how a due veneration
was paid to our ancient Patrons in Masonry; and the whole
1s concluded with the following charge:

CHARGE AT INITIATION INTO THE FIRST DEGREE

BROTHER A. B..

' As you are now introduced into the first prin-
ciples of Masonry, I congratulate you on being
accc::pted into this Ancient and Honorable Order—
ancient, as having subsisted from time immemorial,
and honorable, as tending, 1n every particular, so
to render all men who will be conformable to its
precepts. No institution was ever raised on a better
principle or more solid foundation; nor were ever
more excellent rules and useful maxims laid down
than are inculcated in the several Masonic lectures.
The greatest and best of men in all ages, have been
encouragers and promoters of the Art; and have
never deemed it derogatory to their dignity to level
themselves with the Fraternity, extend their privi-
leges, and patronize their assemblies.

There are three great duties, which in your new
character, you are charged to practice and inculcate:
to God, your neighbor and yourself. To God in
never mentioning His Holy Name but with that
reverential awe which is due from a creature to his
Creator; to implore His aid in all your laudable
undertakings; and esteem Him as the chief good.
Tq your neighbor, in acting upon the square, and
doing unto him as you wish he should do unto you;
and to yourself, in avoiding all irregularity and in-
temperance, which may impair your faculties, or
debase the dignity of your profession. A zealous
attachment to and practice of these duties, will
insure public and private esteem.
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In the State you are to be a quiet and peaceful
citizen, true to your government, and just to your
country; you are not to countenance disloyalty or
rebellion. but patiently submit to legal authority,
and conform with cheerfulness to the government
of the country in which you live. In your outward
demeanor. be particularly careful to avoid censure
or reproach. You are not to suffer your zeal for the
Institution to lead you into argument with those
who, through i1gnorance, may ndicule it.

At your leisure hours, that you may improve in
Masonic knowledge, you are to converse with well
informed brethren, who will be always as ready to
give, as you will be to receive, instruction.

Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the mysteries
of the Order, as these are to distinguish you from
the rest of the community, and mark your conse-
quence among Masons. If, in the circle of your
acquaintance, a person applies to you who may be
desirous of being initiated into the secrets of Ma-
sonry, be particularly careful not to afford him any
encouragement, unless you are convinced he will
conform to our rules; in which event, you may refer
him to those who have authority to recommend him
to the Lodge, that the honor, glory, and reputation
of the Institution may be firmly established, and
the world at large convinced of its good effects.

Such 1s the arrangement of the different sections of the first
Lecture, which, with the forms adopted 1n opening and closing
the Lodge, comprehends the whole of the first degree in
Masonry. This plan, while 1t has the advantage of regularity
to recommend 1t, has the support of authority, and the sanc-
tion and respect which flow from antiquity. The whole is a
regular system of moralty, conceived 1n a strain of interesting
allegory, which must unfold 1its beauties to every candid and
industrious enquirer.
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Masonry 1s a progressive science, and 1s divided into different
classes or degrees for the more regular advancement of its
professors 1n the knowledge of its mysteries. According to the
progress we make, we are led to limit or extend our enquiries,
and 1n proportion to the gemus or capacity with which 1t has
pleased our Almighty Father to bless us, we attain to a greater
or less degree of perfection.

The first degree ot Masonry 1s well calculated to enforce the
duties of moralty, and to impnnt on the memory the noblest
principles which can adorn the human mind. Therefore it 1s
the best introduction to the second degree, and not only ex-
tends the same plan, but comprehends a more diffusive system
of knowledge.

SECTION 1.

The first section recapitulates the ceremony of imitiation into
this class, and nstructs the diligent Craftsman how to proceed
in the proper arrangement of the ceremonies used on the occa-
sion, and should, therefore. be well understood by every officer
and member of the Lodge Here the candidate is instructed
in, and 1nvested with, those particular tests, which enable him
to prove his title to the privileges of this degree, and satisfac-
tory reasons are given for the same.

The following passage of Scripture from Amos, chapter vii,
verses 7, &, 1s rehearsed.

Thus he showed me; and behold the Lord stood
upon a wall, made by a Plumb Line, with a Plumb
Line in His hand. And the Lord said unto me,
Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A Plumb Line.
Then said the Lord. Behold I will set a Plumb Line
in the midst of my people Israel: I wiil not again
pass by them any more
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The Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses, opened at Amos,
chapter vii.

i |||l|||||||m—ﬂ
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The working tools of a Fellow Craft are here 1ntroduced,
and explained, which are—

THE PLUMB, SQUARE, AND LEVEL

The Plumb is an instrument used by operative
Masons to try perpendiculars; the Square, to square
their work; and the Level, to prove horizontals; but
we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to
make use of them for more noble and glorious pur-
poses. The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly
In our several stations in life, before God and man,
squaring our actions by the Square of virtue; and
by the Level a King is reminded that, although a
crown may adorn the head, and a sceptre the hand,
yet the blood in his veins is derived from the same
Almighty Parent, and is no better than that of the
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humblest citizen, and teaches us all that we are
travelling on the broad level of time to that un-
discovered country from whose bourne no traveler
returns.

SECTION II.

This section has reference to the ongin of the lnstitution.
Masonry is considered under two denominations—Operative
and Speculative. The period 1s fixed for rewarding merit, the
character of that reward designated, and the immitable moral
to which that circumstance alludes, 1s explained.

OPERATIVE MASONRY

By Operative Masonry, we allude to a proper appli-
cation of the useful rules of architecture, whence a
structure will derive figure, strength and beauty,
and whence will result a due proportion and just
correspondence in all its parts. It furnishes us with
dwellings and convenient shelters from the vicissi-
tudes and inclemencies of the seasons; and while
it displays the effect of human wisdom, as well in
the choice as in the arrangement of the sundry
materials of which an edifice is composed, it demon-
strates that a fund of science and industry is im-
planted in man, for the best, most salutary and
beneficent purposes.

SPECULATIVE MASONRY

By Speculative Masonry, we learn to subdue the
passions, act upon the square, keep the tongue of
good report, maintain secrecy, and practice charity.
It is so far interwoven with religion as to lay us
under obligation to pay that rational homage to the
Deity, which at once constitutes our duty and our
happiness. It leads the contemplative to view with
admiration and delight the glorious works of Crea-
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tion, and mspires him with the most exalted ideas
of the perfection of his Divine Creator.

* * * % * * * *

In six days God created the Heavens and the
Earth, and all things therein contained. and rested
on the seventh. The seventh, therefore, our ancient
brethren consecrated as a day of rest from their
labors, thereby enjoying frequent and stated oppor-
tunities to contemplate the glorious works of crea-
tion. and to adore their great Creator.

Peace, Umity, and Plenty are here introduced and explained
Next, the doctrme of the Spheres as illustrated in the Sciences
of Astronomy and Geography by the Globes Celestal and
lerrestrial.

As the studious Craftsman advances, various ~ubjects arrest
his attention and engross his thoughts in the frcgress of the
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first three degrees of Masonry, over which pieside the three
officers of a Lodge.

As Architecture now comes under consideration, a bnef
description of 1t may not be improper

ORDER OF ARCHITECTURE

By Order in Architecture 15 meant a system of all
the members, proportions, and ornaments of col-
umns and pilasters; or it is a regular arrangement
of the projecting parts of a building, which, united
with those of a column, form a beautiful, perfect,
and complete whole.

ITS ANTIQUITY

From the first foundation of Society, Order m
Architecture may be traced When the rigor of
seasons obliged men to contrive shelters from the
inclemency of the weather, we learn that they first
planted trees on end, and then laid others across
to support the covering. The bands which conaected
those trees at top and bottom are said to have given
rise to the idea of base and capital of pillars; and
from this simple hint originally proceeded the more
improved art of Architecture.

The Five Orders of Architecture are thus ciassed:
Tuscan, Doric. lomc. Corinthian, and Composite.

1.

il

il

1




36 MANUAL OF WORK

THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE

The ancient and onginal Orders of Architecture
revered by Masons, are no more than three—the
Doric, Tonic, and Corinthian, which were invented
by the Grecians. To these the Romans have added
two—the Tuscan, which they inade plainer than the
Doric, and the Composite, which is nothing more
than the Corinthian enriched with the Ionic volute.
To the Greeks, therefore, and not to the Romans,
are we indebted for what 1s great, judicious, and
beautiful in Architecture.

The Five Senses of Human Nature, to-wit* Hearing, Seemg,
Feeling, smelling, and Tasting, come next in order—the first
three of which are most revered by Masons, for reasons which
must be apparent to every enhightened Craftsman

* * % * the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences, to-wit:
Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry,
Music, and Astronomy. Passing over most of these,
each of which affords a large field for the accom-
lished Scholar and Mason to dilate upon, we are
arrested by the fifth Science, or Geometry, which
treats of the powers and properties of Magnitudes
in general, where length, breadth and thickness are
concerned, from a point to a line, from a line to a
superfice, and from a superfice to a solid.

THE ADVANTAGE OF GEOMETRY

By this Science the Architect is enabled to construct
his plans and execute his designs; the General to
arrange his soldiers and mark out his lines for en-
campment; the Geographer to give us the dimen-
sions of the earth, and all things therein contained;
to delineate the extent of seas, and specify the
divisions of empires, kingdoms and provinces. By
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it also the Astronomer is enabled to make his ob-
servations, and to fix the duration of times and
seasons, years and cycles. In fine, Geometry is the
foundation of Architecture and the root of the

Mathematics.

Here an emblem of Plentv 1s introduceu and explained
The Jewels of a Feillow Ciaft and the Wages of a Worthy
One are here explained

THE MORAL ADVANTAGES O" GEOMETRY

Geometry, the noblest of Sciences, is the basis on
which the Superstructure of Masonry is erected. By
Geometry we may curiously trace Nature through
her various windings to her most concealed 1ecesses;
by it we may discover the power, the wisdom, and
the goodness of the Grand Artificer of the Universe,
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and view with delight the proportions which con-
nect this vast machine.

By it we may discover how the planets move in
their orbits, and demonstrate their various revolu-
tions; by 1t we account for the return of seasons,
and the variety of scenes which each season displays
to the discerning eye. Numberless worlds are around
us, all framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll
through the vast expanse, and are all conducted by
the same unerring law of Nature.

A survey of Nature, and the observation of her
beautiful proportions, first determined man to imi-
tate the Divine Plan, and study symmetry and order.
This gave rise to societies, and birth to every useful
art; the Architect began to design, and the plans
which he laid down, being improved by experience
and time, have produced works which are the ad-
miration of every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance,
and the devastations of war, have laid waste and
destroyed many valuable monuments of antiquity
on which the utmost exertions of human genius
have been employed Even the Temple of Solomon,
so spacious and magnificent, and constructed by so
many celebrated Artists, escaped not the unsparing
ravages of barbarous force. Free Masonry, notwith-
standing, has still survived. The attentive ear re-
ceives the sound from the instructive tongue, and
the mysteries of Free Masonry are safely lodged in
the repository of faithful breasts. Tools and imple-
ments of Architecture, and symbolic emblems most
expressive, are selected by the Fraternity to imprint
on the mind wise and serious truths; and thus
through a succession of ages are transmitted, un-
impaired, the most excellent tenets of our Institution.
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I'his Section closes with a solemn admomtion to every
Craftsman to pay that ravonal homage to the Dety which
constitutes the duty of every good man

CHARGE AT PASSING TO THE DEGREE OF
FELLOW CRAFT

BROTHER A. B.:

Being passed to the second degree of Masonry.
we congratulate you on your preferment. The in-
ternal, und not the external qualifications of a man,
are what Masonry regards As you increasc in
knowledge, you will improve 1n social intercourse.

1t is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties which,
as a Craftsman, you are bound to discharge. or to
enlarge upon the necessity of a strict adherence to
them, as your own expertence must have established
their value.

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch
of education which tends so effectually to polish
and adorn the mind, is earnestly recommended to
your consideration; especially the science of Geome-
try, which is established as the basis of our Art.
Geometry or Masonry. origmally synonymous terms.
being of a divine and moral nature, is enriched with
the most useful knowledge; while it proves the
wonderful properties of nature, it demonstrates the
more 1mportant truths of morality.

Your past behavior and regular deportment have
merited the honor we have now conferred: and in
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your new character it is expected that you will con-
form to the principles of the Order, by steadily
persevering in the practice of every commendable
virtue. Such is the nature of your engagement as a
Fellow Craft, and to these dutjes you are bound by
the most sacred ties.
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RESOLUTION

Adopted February 14, 1968

Instructions by the Worshipful Master presiding in the East smmediately after the
didate is d d out of the Lodge room at the conclusion of the First Section
of the Degree of Master Mason.

My brethren:

A Candidate is about to be raised 1o the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason. The Lodge Room will be used as a stage 10 en.:t a drama which,
symbolically, unfolds the great lesson of the immortality of the soul.

To properly impress the Candidate with the seriousness of this cere-
mony, there must be no talking, or whispering, laughing or other com-
motion during the conferring of the Degree. Bear in mind the fact the
Temple, for this portion of the Degree, is supposed to be silent and un-
occupied.

Only the participants in the drama are to speak, and they are instructed
to make no facial expressions, gestures, or unusual oral deliveries which
might induce levity, The cooperation of each one here present is expected.

An adherence to these instructions will help serve as an impressive
climax to the Candidate’s progress in Freemasonry and this section of the
Degree could well be one of the richest experiences of his life



Degree of Master Mason

SECTION 1.

The ceremony of raising to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason is particularly specified, and other useful instructions
are gitven in this branch of the Lecture To a complete knowl-
edge of the whole Lecture, few, indeed, ever arrive, but it s
an infallilbe truth, that he who acquires by merit the mark of
pre-eminence which this degree confers, receives a reward
which amply compensates for all his past diligence and as-
siduity.

The following passage of Scripture, from Ecclesiastes, chap-
ter xii, verses 1-7, is introduced:

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure
1n them; while the sun, or the light, or the moon, or
the stars be not darkened, nor the clouds return
after the rain, in the day when the keepers of the
house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow
themselves, and the grinders cease because they are
few, and those that look out of the windows be
darkened; and the doors shall be shut in the streets,
when the sound of the grinding is low; and he shall
rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters
of music shall be brought low; also when they shall
be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be
in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and
the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall
fail; because man goeth to his long home, and the
mourners go about the streets; or ever the silver
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the
pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel
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broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to

the earth as 1t was, and the spirit shall return unto
God who gave it.

The Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses, those inestimable
lights of Free Masonry, are here again brought to view.

THE WORKING TOOLS

Of a Master Mason are all the implzments of Ma-
sonry indiscriminately, more especially the Trowel.

The Trowel 1s an instrument used by operative
Masons to spread the cement which unites a build-
ing 1nto one common mass or whole; but it is used
symbolically for the far more noble and glorious
purpose of spreading the cement of Brotherly Love
and Affection, which unites us into one sacred band
or society of friends and brothers—a Temple of
living stones, among whom no contention should
ever exist, save that noble contention, or rather
emulation, of who can best work and best agree.

Resqlution on page 41 should be read to the Lodge by the
Worshipful Master prior to the entrance of the candidate for
the Second Section ritual.



44 MANUAL OF WORK
SECTION 11.

This section recites the historical tradition of the Order, and
presents a finished picture of the utmost consequence to the
Fraternity. It exemplifies an instance of virtue, fortitude, and
integrity unparalleled 1in the history of man.

PRAYER AT RAISING A BROTHER TO THE SUBLIME
DEGREE OF MASTER MASON

Thou, O God! knowest our downsitting and our
uprising, and understandest our thoughts afar off.
Shield and defend us from the evil intentions of our
enemies, and support us under the trials and afflic-
tions we are destined to endure while travelling
through this vale of tears. Man that is born of a
woman is of few days and full of trouble. He
cometh forth as a flower and is cut down; he fleeth
as a shadow and continueth not. Seeing his days are
determined, the number of his months is with Thee,
Thou hast appointed his bounds that he capnot pass,
turn from him that he may rest, till he shall accomp-
lish as a hireling his day. For there is hope of a tree
if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that
the tender branch thereof will not cease. But man
dieth and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the
ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail from
the sea and the flood decayeth and drieth up, so
man lieth down, and riseth not up again till the
heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord! have com-
passion on the children of Thy creation, administer
them comfort in the time of trouble, and save them
with an everlasting salvation. So mote it be—Amen.
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It has been the practicc of all ages to erect monuments to
the memory of exalted worth

SECTION III.

The third section illustrated certain Hieroglyphical emblems
and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend knowledge and
promote virtue In this branch of the Lecture many mmportant

particulars relative to King Solomon’s Temple are noticed and
explained.

* * * * * * * *

The three Great Masonic Pillars here introduced and ex-
plained show the Wisdom of King Solomon, the Strength and
support afforded him by King Hiram, and the skill and inge-
nuity of Hiram Abiff.

* * * * * * * *
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This magnificent structure was founded in the
fourth year of the reign of Solomon, on the second
day of the month Zif, being the second month of
the sacred year. It was located on Mount Moriah,
near the place where Abraham was about to offer
up his son Isaac, and where David met and ap-
peased the destroying angel. Josephus informs us
that although more than seven years were occupied
in its erection, yet during the whole period it did
not rain in the daytime. that the workmen might not
be obstructed in their labor; and from sacred his-
tory we also learn that there was not the sound of
axe. hammer, or any tool of iron heard in the house
while 1t was building

It was supported by 1,453 Columns, 2,906 Pi-
lasters. all hewn of the finest Parian Marble.

There were employed 1n its erection, in addition
to our first three Most Excellent Grand Masters,

3,300 Overseers,

80,000 Fellowcrafts, and

70,000 Entered Apprentices; and these were all so
classed and arranged by the Masonic Art and Wis-
dom of King Solomon, that neither envy, discord,
nor confusion was permitted to interrupt that uni-
versal peace and harmony which pervaded the
world at that important period.

The division of Lodges 1s next explamed.
* * * * * * * *

THE THREE STEPS

Are emblematic of the three stages of human life—
Youth, Manhood, and Old Age. [n Youth, as
Entered Apprentices, we ought industriously to ap-
ply our minds to the attainment of useful knowl-
edge; in Manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should
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apply our knowledge to the discharge of our respec-
tive duties to God, our neighbors, and ourselves;
that so in Old Age, as Master Masons. we may
enjoy the happy reflections consequent upon a well-
spent Dife, and die in the hope of a glorious im-
mortality.

THE POT OF INCENSE
Is an emblem of a Pure Heart, which is always an
acceptable sacrifice to Deity; and as it glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow
with gratitude to the great and beneficent Author
of our existence, for the manifold blessings and
comforts we enjoy.
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THE BEE HIVE

Is an emblem of Industry. and recommends the
practice of that virtue to all created beings, from the
highest Seraph in Heaven to the lowest reptile of the
dust. 1t teaches us that as we came into the world
rational and intelligent beings, so we should ever be
industrious ones. never sitting down contented while
our fellow-creatures around us are in want, when
it 1s in our power to relieve them without incon-
venience to ourselves.

When we take a survey of nature, we view man,
in his infancy more helpless and indigent than the
brute creation; he lies languishing for days, months
and years, totally incapable of providing sustenancc
for himself, of guarding against the attacks of the
wild beasts of the field, or sheltering himself from
the inclemencies of the weather. It might have
pleased the Great Creator of Heaven and Earth to
have made man independent of his fellowman and
all other beings; but as dependence is one of the
strongest bonds of society, mankind were made de-
pendent on each other for protection and security.
as they thereby enjoy better opportunities of ful-
filling the duties of reciprocal love and friendship
Thus was man formed for social and active life, the
noblest part of the work of God; and he that will

MANUAL OF WORK 49

so demean himsclf as not to te endeavoring to add
to the common stock of knowledge and practical
philanthropy, may be decmed a Drone in the Hive
of Nature. a useless member of society, and un-
worthy of our protection and respect as Masons.

THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS GUARDED BY THE
TILER’S SWORD

Reminds us that we should ever be watchful and
guarded in our words and actions. particularly
when before the enemies of Masonry; ever bearing
in remembrance those truly Masonic virtues, silence
and circumspection.

o

THE SWORD POINTING TO A NAKED HEART

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later over-
take us; and although our thoughts, words, and
actions may be hidden from the eyes of men, yet that

ALL-SEEING EYE
Whose all-pervading intelligence
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THE SUN, MOON, AND STARS

Obey; and under whose watchful care even the
Comets perform their stupendous revolutions, per-
vades the inmost recesses of the human heart, and
will reward us according to our merits.

THE ANCHOR AND ARK

Are emblems of a well-grounded hope and a well-
spent life. They are emblematic of that Divine Ark
which safely wafts us over this tempestuous sea of
troubles, and that Anchor which shall safely moor
us in a peaceful harbor, where the wicked cease
from troubling and where the weary shall find rest.

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM OF EUCLID

Was an invention of our ancient friend and brot}}er,
Pythagoras, who, in his travels through Asia, Africa,
and Europe, was initiated into several orders of
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Priesthood, and raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason. This wise Philosopher enriched his
mind abundantly in a general knowledge of things,
more especially in Geometry or Masonry. On this
subject he drew out many problems and theorems;
and among the most distinguished he originated
this, when, 1n the joy of his heart, he exclaimed,
“Eureka,” meaning “I have found it;” and upon the
discovery, is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.

THE HOUR-GLASS

Is an emblem of Human Life. Behold how swiftly
the sands run, and how rapidly our lives are draw-
ing to a close! We cannot, without astonishment,
behold the little particles which are contained in
this machine; how they pass away almost imper-
ceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short space
of an hour they are all exhausted. Thus wastes man.
Today he puts forth the tender leaves of hope;
tomorrow, blossoms and bears his blushing honors
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thick upon him. The next day comes a frost. which
nips the shoot; and when he thinks his greatness is
aspiring, he falls, like autumn leaves to enrich his
mother earth.

THE SCYTHE

Is an emblem of Time, which cuts the brittle thread
of life, and launches us into eternity. Behold what
havoc the Scythe of Time makes among the human
race! If by chance we should escape the numerous
ills incident to childhood and youth. and with health
and vigor arrive at the years of manhood. yet withal
we must soon be.cut down by the all-devouring
Scythe of Time and be gathered unto the land where
our fathers have gone before us, “that bourne
whence no traveller returns.”

The explanation of the emblems is closed with the tenth or
last class, which are—

THE SETTING MALL, SPADE, COFFIN, AND SPRIG OF

ACACIA
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These emblems torce upon us the solemn thought of Death,
which without revelanon 1s dark and gloomy, but the Master
Mason 1s suddenly revived by the ever green and ever living
Sprig of Faith in the merits of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah,
which strengthens him with confidence and composure to look
forward to a glornious immortality beyond the grave

* * * * % * * *

Then let us tmitiate our Most Excellent Grand
Master in his virtuous and amiable conduct; tn his
unfeigned piety to God; in his inflexible fidelity to
his trust, that we may welcome the grnm tyrant
Death, and receive him as a kind messenger sent
from our Supreme Grand Master, to translate us
from this imperfect. to that all perfect, glorious,
and celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme
Acchitect of the Universe in His glory presides.

CHARGE AT RAISING TO THE SUBLIME DEGREE OF
MASTER MASON

BROTHER A. B.:

Your zeal for the Institution of Free Masonry,
the progress you have made in the mystery, and
your conformuty to our regulations, have pointed
you out as a proper object of our esteem and favor.
You are now a Free and Accepted Mason, and as
such, bound by duty, honor and grautude, to be
faithful 1o your trust; to support the dignity of your
character on every occasion, and to enforce by pre-
cept and example, obedience to the tenets of our
Order.

In the character of a Master Mason, you are
authorized to correct the errors and irregulanties
of your less informed brethren, and guard them
against a breach of fidehty. To preserve the reputa-
tion of the Fraternity unsullied must be your con-
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stant care; and for this purpose it is your province
to recommend to your mferiors, obedience and sub-
mission; to your equals, courtesy and affability; to
your superiors, kindness and condescension. Uni-
versal benevolence you are always to inculcate, and
by the regularity of your own behavior, afford the
best example for the conduct of others less in-
formed. The Ancient Landmarks of the Order,
entrusted to your care, you are carefully to preserve,
and never suffer them to be infringed, or counten-
ance a deviation from the established usages and
customs of the Fraternity.

Your virtue, honor, and reputation are concerned
in supporting with dignity the character you now
bear. Let no motive, therefore, make you swerve
from your duty, violate your vows, or betray your
trust; but be true and faithful, and imitate the
example of that celebrated Artist whom you this
evening represent. Thus you will render yourself
deserving of the honor which we have conferred,
and merit the confidence we have reposed.
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Installation Ceremony

For Use in the Installation of
the Grand Officers in the Grand Lodge

Grand Marshal:

Most Worshipful, the Grand Master and other Grand Of-
ficers-elect are without and in readiness to be installed into office.

Installing Officer:

Bro. Grand Marshal, admit them and conduct them to their
proper stations and places.
(The Officers-elect are then seated and the Installing Officer may name brethren from

each of their Lodges and Districts to present the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master
and Grand Wardens. All others are presented by the Grand Marshal.)

THE GRAND MASTER
Installing Cfficer:

(After presentation) The exalted station to which the free
choice of your brethren has called you involves great responsibili-
ties. It elevates you to a position from which power and preroga-
tive may depart with the expiration of your term of service, but
honor and dignity, except by your own act, never! By your in-
stallation you will acquire and, we trust, ever retain the evidence
of your rank among Masons.

Now, as we are upon the threshold of a great and important
undertaking, Masonic teachings require that we should bow in
solemn prayer.

Prayer
Grand Chaplain:

Eternal Source of Life and Light: We Thine unworthy crea-
tures reverently bow before Thee in adoration and praise. As
when we first saw the light at our mystic altar, we then implored
Thy guidance, protection and aid; so now we seek Thy Divine
blessing and direction. In Thy might we are strong, without Thee,
in our highest and best estate, we are but frail and feeble beings.
We implore Thy Divine favor upon this Institution in whose ser-
vice we are now engaged. Make it more helpful and beneficial to
men everywhere, and inspire all who are connected with it with
an ardent love of Thee, of cach other and to every member of
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the human family. Bless now Thy servant before Thee, who is
about to assume a new and important relation to his brethren.
Give him wisdom; give strength; give him love. Enable him so
to rule that he may keep in view the best interests of the great
brotherhood now about to be committed to his charge. Teach
him to feel that he is about 1o assume great and trying respons-
ibilities, and enable him to discharge them so as to win all hearts.
Add Thy blessings to the brethren who are to be associated with
him in office. May they feel a just sense of their accountability to
Thee and to the Fraternity, and may they ever be faithful and
zealous to uphold the hands of their chief in ali good deeds.

In Thee, O God, do we put our trust. Be Thou our faithful
Friend, Conductor and Guide in the unseen vicissitudes of life
before us, and bring us all at last to see the Great Light, inac-
cessible and full of glory, in Thy presence, where we shall be-
hold it with unclouded vision for everymore. Amen.

Response:
So Mote it Be.

Installing Officer:

Bro. Grand Marshal, conduct our Brother to the Altar, to
take upon himself the obligation appertaining to the duties of his
office.

(The Grand Marshal conducts him to the Altar where he kneels, The Grand Deacons
ﬁppr(#ﬁ:h and hold thesr crossed rods over his head while he assumes the obligation of
1s office

CObligation

I, ... ... . ,in the presence of Almighty God, do promise
and swear that, to the best of my ability, I will perform the duties
of Grand Master of Masons in Virginia for the ensuing year
and until my successor shall have been elected and installed; that
I will conform to and uphold the ancient customs and usages of
the Craft and the Constitution of this Grand Lodge; that I will
impartially administer its laws, rules, edicts and regulations, and
exact strict obedience thereto. So help me God to keep and per-
form this, my solemn obligation.

(He arises and the Grand Marshal conducts him to the Installing Officer in the East.
The Installing Officer seats the Grand Lodge.)
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Installing Officer:

Most Worshipful Brother—for from henceforth you are en-
titled to be hailed—in inducting you to your chair of office, as a
symbol of the commencement of your government over the Craft,
I'am performing a most solemn duty. By immemorial usage and
the irrevocable landmarks of Freemasonry, you are invested, as
Grand Master of Masons in Virginia, with powers and prerogatives
which are well-nigh absolute. The interests of the Craft, for weal
or for woe, are placed in your hands during your term of office.
The good resolutions, formed in your own mind, that these powers
shall not be abused or perverted by you. I would gladly strengthen
by a word of admonition, which it will not become me hence-
forth to utter. The very consciousness of the possession of a great
power will ever make a generous mind cautious and gentle in its
exercise. To rule has been the lot of many, and requires neither
strength of intellect nor soundness of judgement; to rule well has
been the fortune of but few, and may well be the object of an
honorable ambition. It is not by the strong arm or the iron will
that obedience and order, the chief requisites of good government,
are secured but by holding the key to the hearts of men.

The Office of Grand Master of Masons is of great antiquity
and respect, and is one of the highest dignities to which we may
aspire. Its incumbent, to rule well, should possess and practice
several important requisites.

As a man, he should be of approved integrity and irre-
proachable morals; free from the domination of hasty temper and
ill-governed passions; of good repute in the world; and practic-
ing, as an example to the Craft, the Cardinal Virtues of Fortitude,
Prudence, Temperance and Justice.

As a citizen, he should be loyal to his government, obedient
to its laws, prompt in the duties he owes to society, and a pattern
of fidelity in all social and domestic relations.

(Raps up Grand Lodge.) (Places jewel of office on Grand Master.)

Now, Most Worshipful Sir, we render you this first act of

homage due you as Grand Master.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Behold your brethren!
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Installing Officer:
Brethren, Behold your Grand Master!

G. S. Warden:
Brethren, Behold your Grand Master!

G. J. Warden:
Brethren, Behold your Grand Master!

Installing Officer:

Salute him accordingly. (three times three)
Installing Officer:

Bro. Grand Marshal, proclaim our Grand Master as such.
Grand Marshal:

(Standing at the west side of the Altar) We now hail and proclaim
Most Worshipful Brother .. ...... ... as Grand Master of Masons
in Virginia, whom may the Supreme Architect of the Universe
bless, prosper and preserve. This Proclamation I make to the

South. (Faces and points baton), to the West (Faces and points
baton) and to the East. (Faces and points baton.)

The Deputy Grand Master

Let the Deputy Grand Master-elect be now presented for
installation.
(An appropriate commatiee from his Lodge and District will make the presentation )
Installing Officer:

Brother Grand Marshal, you will assist our brother that he
may take upon himself the obligation appertaining to the duties
of his office.

(The Grand Marshal assists the Deputy Grand Master and he knecls at the Altar,
asswning the obligation.)

Obiligation
I, ] , 10 the presence of Almighty God, do promise
and swear that to the best of my ability, I will perform the duties
of the office to which T have been elected in the Grand Lodge,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Vir-

gmia, for the ensuing year and until my successor shall have been
elected and installed, that T will conform to and uphold the an-
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cient customs and usages of the Craft, and the Constitution of the
Grand Lodge; that I will assist the Grand Master to administer its
laws, edicts, and regulations as I may be directed by him. So
help me God to keep and perform this my solemn obligation.

(He arises and the Grand Marshal conducts him to the East for imvestiture.)
Installing Officer:

My Brother, you have not been an inattentive observer of the
ceremony of installing the Grand Master, for you are aware that
in case of his incapacity, you are to act in respects for him as
mentioned in our law; succeeding to his duties and prerogatives.
You are also to act for him in all matters delegated to you. Your
office, therefore, is one of great dignity and importance; and it
was in view of these considerations that your brethren selected you
to fill it. Treasure in your own heart, therefore, the suggestions
made to the Grand Master, for you know not how soon they will
have a personal application to you, and remember also that usage
and our own laws have placed you in a most intimate and confi-
dential relation to him, as supporter and counselor.

You are now invested with the jewel of your office, and I
now proclaim you as Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge,
AF. & AM.,, of Virginia.

(Calls up the Grand Lodge and causes him to be saluted.)
Installing Officer:

You will now be seated in your place, which is at the right

hand of the Grand Master.

(Installing Officer seats the Grand Lodge.)

Grand Senior Warden

Installing Officer:

Let the Grand Senior Warden-elect be now presented for
installation.
(An appropriate commattee from his Lodge and District will make the gpresentation )
Installing Officer:

Bro. Grand Marshal, you will assist our brother that he
may take upon himself the obligation appertaining to the duties
of his office.
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(The Grand Marshal assists the Grand Semior Warden and he kneels at the Altar,
assuming the same obligation as used by the Deputy Grand Master.) X

(He anses thereafter and the Grand Marshal conducts him to the East for tnvestiture.)
Installing Officer:

Right Worshipful Brother, the position you occupy in the
Grand Lodge and among the Fraternity is one of no little impor-
tance. In the Grand Lodge to aid in the preservation of oider,
and at all times to render counsel and advice to the Grand Mas-
ter. These are high and responsible duties requiring circum-
spection, vigilance and reflection; but when to those is added the
more onerous labor, in conjunction with the Grand Junior War-
den, of diligently preserving the ancient landmarks throughout the
jurisdiction, it becomes a trust of deep moment to the welfare
of the Craft. Your fitness for the discharge of such a trust un-
doubtedly led to your selection for the office by your Brethren,
and it will be your duty and pleasure so to act as to justify their
confidence.

In investing you with the jewel of your office and directing
you to the place of your immediate station, in the West, I am
performing a grateful duty.

Grand Junior Warden

Installing Officer:

Let the Grand Junior Warden elect be now presented for
installation.

(An appropriate commattee from his Lodge and District will make the presemtation.)
Installing Officer:

Bro. Grand Marshal, you will assist our brother that he may
take upon himself the obligation appertaining to the duties of
his office.

(The Giand Marshal assists the Grand Junior Warden and he kneels at the altar,
assuming the same obligation as used by the Deputy Grand Master )

(He arises thereafter and the Grand Marshal conducts him to the East for snvestiture.)
Installing Officer:

Right Worshipful Brother, as the duties of your office and
the qualifications for it are almost identical with those of the
Grand Senior Warden, I will add only to the Charge given that
officer, that you will be equally vigilant and circumspect, not only
at your station in Grand Lodge, but in the broader field of action
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without, dividing with him his labors and taking due care that
the great object of your united solicitude shall remain inviolable.

Accept the jewel of your office, repair to the South, bemng
ever watchful, whether at labor or at refreshment, that the high
twelve of observation does not find you with your work, and that
of the Craft you superintend, unperformed.

Grand Treasurer
Installing Officer:

Right Worshipful Brother, in entrusting you with the books
and funds of the Grand Lodge, of which you are the rightful
custodian, I am but the organ of your brethren who recognize
you as one well qualified to keep and manage them, as your past
integrity, accuracy and prompt business habits testify. Their ap-
preciation of these qualities has been evinced by their choice of
you as Grand Treasurer.

The keys forming the jewel of your office have a two-fold
significance. They are instruments to bind as well as to loose;
to make fast as well as to open. They will never. I am confident,
be used by you in any other manner than the constitutions, laws,
rules and regulations of the Grand lodge shall direct.

Grand Secretary
Installing Officer:

Right Worshipful Brother, usage, as well as positive enact-
ments from time to time, have rendered the duties of the office
of Grand Secretary more onerous and varied than those of any
other officer. Brought by his official position more intimately in-
to communication with the whole body of the Fraternity, it is
requisite that he should possess ability, skill and industry to meet
the various demands upon him. Placed in a position where he
holds almost constant correspondence with our Masonic brethren
of every state and country, upon him devolves, in a large degree,
the good name and credit of the Masonic family of this Common-
wealth. The Fraternity should enable him to maintain it; he
should strive that it be maintained. Courtesy and patience are to
be elements in his manner and character. Vigilance and fidelity
must also be necessary qualities.
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Our Constitution and laws point out fully the duties of your
office, and I will not recapitulate them. Your capacity for their
prompt and faithful execution has induced your brethren to con-
fide this trust in you, and I feel sure that it is well placed.

I invest you with the jewel of your office, the crossed pens.
I am persuaded that they will make an endearing record, not only
to the praise but to the welfare of a Craft so largely dependent
upon your experience and integrity.

The Remaining Officers

Installing Officer:

Bro. Marshal, assemble the remaining officers at the west
side of the Altar that they may assume the obligation of their
several offices.

(The Grand Deacons, Grand Chaplain, Grand Marshal, Grand Pursivant, Grand Tiler
and Grand Lecturer assemble at the place designated and stand with the right hand
over the heart, asuming the following obligation.)

Installing Officer:
You will say “I”, pronounce your names and repeat after me:

I, . ..., in the presence of Almighty God and this
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, do promise and swear that to
the best of my ability, I will perform the duties of the office to
which I have been elected or appointed in the Grand Lodge, A.F.
& AM., of Virginia, as these are dictated by law, usage and
custom, to the best of my ability, for the term of my election
or appointment, and until my successor shall have been obligated
and installed, and offer fealty to the Grand Master and his officers,
as I may be directed by them in performance of their Masonic
duties. So help me God and keep me steadfast.

Installing Officer:
Bro. Grand Marshal, present the remaining officers for in-
stallation.

Grand Marshal:
Most Worshipful, T present the remaining officers for in-
stallation.
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The Grand Deacons
Installing Officer:

Right Worshipful Brothers, as Messengers of the Grand
Officers, for this is the ancient meaning of your title, and as use-
ful assistants in our ceremonies, your respective official positions
are of great value and importance to the comfort and good order
of the Grand Lodge. Vigilance and zeal are necessary requisites
of your offices, and we are assured that you possess them.

The Grand Chaplain
Installing Officer:

Worshipful Brother, that Holy Book, which is the chart and
text book of your calling, is also the Great Light of Masonry and
forever sheds its benign rays upon every lawful assemblage of
Freemasonry. Teach us and your brethren everywhere from its
life-giving precepts; intercede for us with that Divine Majesty
which it so fully reveals and unfolds to us; and warn us by its
lessons of infinite wisdom and truth, and you will have faithfully
performed your sacred functions and fulfilled your important trust.

It is fitting that an emblem of that sacred volume should be
the jewel of your office, with which I now invest you.

The Grand Stewards
Installing Officer:

Worshipful Brothers, in olden times your province was to
superintend and provide for the festivals of the Craft, and that
duty still remains to you, though there is rarely occasion for its
use. We are taught that it is better to go to the house of mourn-
ing than to the house of feasting, and hence on you has been ap-
propriately disposed the dispensation of our beneficent charities,
when called upon to do so. That it is a grateful duty, all hearts
fully testify, and we know that yours must fully respond to it.

Receive the jewels of your office, together with the white
rods.

The Grand Marshal
Installing Officer:
Worshipful Brother, the duties of your office require energy,
activity and quickness of perception. The good order of the Fra-
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ternity, in its general assemblies and processions, depends upon
your care, skill and assiduity. Possessing these qualifications, you
have been appointed Grand Marshal.

I now invest you with the appropriate jewel of your office.
It denotes command, as the organ of the Grand Master, to whom
you will be near at hand to execute his orders.

The Grand Pursuivant
Installing Officer:

Worshipful Brother, you are to act as the Messenger of the
Grand Lodge, and the herald to announce the approach of visitors
and strangers. In so doing, possess yourself of the necessary in-
formation to announce their rank and position properly, and ex-
ercise a sound discretion, so as not to interfere with its labors.
Be cautious and vigilant, that no improper person may gain ad-
mittance. You are to also have in your keeping the clothing and
jewels of the Grand Officers when occasion demands, and, in
such cases, to keep it neatly and orderly arranged at all times.

Receive the emblem of your office and repair to your place
inside the door.

The Grand Tiler
Installing Officer:

Worshipful Brother, the importance of the duties of your
place cannot be overstated. Care and watchfulness are indispen-
ably requisite, and in all cases, unless thoroughly satisified with
the character and identity of those desiring admittance, let your
doubts prevail. Ours is a sanctuary, entrusted to you faithfully
and vigilantly to guard, and you have always at hand the means
of being fully satisified.

Irreparable injury might result from a negligent or careless
discharge of your duty.

Your station is ever outside the door, to which you will
now repair with this jewel and this implement of your office.

The Grand Lecturer
Installing Officer:
Right Worshipful Brother, the care and preservation of our
ancient ritual, and the perpetuation of the time-honored landmarks
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embraced in it, which may not be written, devolves upon you.
And, as this ritual has enshrined within it, in symbol and al-
legory, certain great and essential moral truths, you should be
as perfect in the symbolism as in the mere formula of language
which teaches us how our rites are to be administered. As Grand
Lecturer, also, you should be Master of the Ceremonial obser-
vances of the Fraternity, and give instruction in the manner of
rendering them so that they will be most striking and effective.
You are the preceptor of the Fraternity, and your deportment
should be consistent with the nature of your office and work.
For upon your teachings depend not only the uniformity and per-
petuity, but the character and impressiveness of our rites, and
they should be imparted both by oral communication and ex-
ample. On no point is the Craft more punctilious and exacting
as upon the beauty and accuracy of the work and lectures:
Hence many eyes will turn upon you,

A courteous manner, an unwearied patience, and a diligent
application aie requisites for your place, and no rash or innovating
hand will be tolerated in your department of labor.

In installing you into office and presenting your jewel, I am
happy to be enabled to say that your established skill and learn-
ing, and your ability to undergo the constitutional tests, have
proved you to be a Master Workman.

(The Installing Officer will tlhen surrender the jewel and gavel to the Grand Master )

Grand Master:

Bro. Grand Marshal, I now declare the several officers of
the Grand Lodge duly installed into office for the coming year.
You will make the Proclamation in the South, West and East.
(Calls up Grand Lodge )

Grand Marshal:

(Standing at the west side of the Altar) By order of the Most
Worshipful Grand Master, and in the name of the Most Worship-
ful Grand Lodge, I proclaim that its Grand Officers are now duly
installed in ample form.

This Proclamation I make to the South.

(Grand Junior Warden gives one rap)
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This Proclamation I make to the West.
(Grand Senior Warden gives one rap)

This Proclamation I make to the East.
(Grand Master gives one 1ap.)

Grand Master:
(Seats Grand Lodge with one 1ap of gavel.)

kg k ok kokok ok

The Installation Ceremony may be followed by an address
by the Grand Master or other presentations, as the Grand Master
may direct.
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Ceremony of Installation

In The Subordinate Lodge

Prior to the hour of installation each of the officers should
dwvest himself of the apron and jewel of his office and don a white
apron. The aprons and jewels should thereafter be arranged for an
orderly presentation at the time of installation. The apron and jewel
of the Tiler should be on the bottom and those of the Master on
the top.

Chairs may be placed at the Altar for all of the officers, except
the Master-elect, and all of the officers may be seated immediately
after the prayer.

The Master will appoint a Marshal, fill the places of the Junior
Deacon and Tiler with substitutes, and then turn the gavel over to
the installing officer

Installing Officer:

Brother Secretary, be pleased to announce the names of the
officers duly elected and appointed to serve this Lodge for the
ensuing year. As their names are called let each take his position
at the Altar, the Senior Warden being on the North end
of the line. Let the Master-elect stand in front of his officers and
immediately behind the Altar.

Installing Officer:

Each Officer to be installed will place his right hand over
his heart and repeat after me the obligation of the office which
he bears.

OBLIGATION

I promise upon my honor as a Master Mason that I will, to
the best of my ability, conform to and abide by the Ancient
Landmarks, customs and usages of Masonry, the laws, rules,
edicts and resolutions of the Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons of Virginia and the by-laws of this Lodge
and that I will faithfully perform the duties of the office to which
I have been elected for the ensuing Masonic year and until my
successor shall have been chosen and installed. So help me God
to keep this, my solemn obligation.
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(Installing Officr calls up Lodge with three raps.)
Brethren, let us pray.

PRAYER
Installing Officer:

Supreme Architect of the Universe, grant that those who
are now about to be invested with the government of this Lodge
may be endued with Wisdom to instruct their brethren in all their
duties. May Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth always prevail
among the members of this Lodge; and may this Bond of Union
continue to strengthen the Lodges throughout the world.

Bless all our Brethren, wheresoever dispersed; and grant
speedy relief to all who are either oppressed or distressed.

We affectionately commend to Thee all the members of Thy
whole family. May they increase in grace, in knowledge of Thee,
and in the love of each other.

Finally, may we finish all our works here below with Thy
approbation; and then have our transition from this earthly abode
to Thy heavenly temple above, there to enjoy Light, Glory and
Bliss, Ineffable and Eternal. Amen.

(One rap to seat the Lodge and the Officers-elect.)
Installing Officer:

Brother Marshal, you wiil present the Master-elect for in-
stallation.

After presentation, the Installing Officer will address the Master-elect 1m the words
ollowing.)

Previous to your investiture, it is necessary that you should
signify your assent to those ancient charges and regulations which
point out the duty of the Master of a Lodge.

1. You agree to be a good man and true, and strictly to obey
the moral law.

2. You agree to be a peaceful citizen, and cheerfully conform
to the laws of the country in which you reside.

3. You promise not to be concerned in conspiracies or plots
against the government, but patiently to submit to the decisions of
the Supreme Legislature.

4. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrates,
to walk uprightly, work diligently, live creditably, and act hon-
orably by all men.
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5. You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers and
patrons of the Order of Masonry, and their regular successors,
supreme and subordinate, according to their stations, and to sub-
mit to the awards of your brethren, when convened, in every case
consistent with the Constitutions of the Order.

6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, and to
guard against intemperance and excess.

7. You agree to be cautious in carriage and behavior, cour-
teous to your brethren, and faithful to your Lodge.

8. You promise to respect genuine brethren, and to dis-
countenance imposters and all dissenters from the original plan of
Masonry.

9. You agree to promote the general good of society, to cul-
tivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of the
Art,

10. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for the
time being, and to his officers when duly installed; and strictly to
conform to every edict of the Grand Lodge, or general assembly
of Masons, that is not subversive of the principles and ground-
work of Masonry.

11. You admit that it is not in the power of any man, or
body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry.

12. You promise a regular attendance on the Committees
and Communications of the Grand Lodge, on receiving proper
potice, and to pay attention to all the duties of Masonry on con-
venient occasions.

13. You admit that no new Lodge shall be formed without
the permission of the Grand Lodge, and that no countenance be
given to an irregular Lodge, or to any person clandestinely initi-
ated therein, being contrary to the Ancient Charges of the Order.

14. You admit that no person can be regularly made a
Mason in or admitted a member of any regular Lodge without
previous notice and due enquiry into his character.

15. You agree that no visitor shall be received into your
Lodge without due examination, and producing proper vouchers
of his having been initiated into a regular Lodge.
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These are the regulations of Free and Accepted Masons.
Do you submit to, and promise to support them, as Masters have
done in all ages before you?

Answer.—I do.

In consequence of your cheerful conformity to the charges
and regulations of the Order, you are now to be installed Master
of the Lodge, in full confidence of your care, skill, and capacity
to govern the same.

The new Master is then regularly invested with the insigma of his office, and presented
with the furmture and implements of his Lodge all of which are carefully enumerated
and duly commented on

I now invest you with the badge of your office, the Square,
which will silently admonish you to do justice to the cause of
Masonry; give due commendation to the worthy members of the
Order, and rebuke those who act contrary to its laws.

The Holy Writings, the great light in Masonry will guide
you to all truth; it will direct your path to the temple of happiness,
and point out the whole duty of man.

The Square teaches us to regulate our actions by rule and
line, and harmonize our conduct by the principles of morality
and virtue.

The Compasses teaches us to limit our desires in every
station, that, rising to eminence by virtue and merit, we may live
respected and die regretted.

The Rule directs that we should punctually observe our
duty, press forward in the path of virtue, and neither inclining to
the right nor to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view.

The Line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid
dissimulation in conversation and action, and to direct your steps
to the path which leads to a glorious immortality.

The Book of Constitutions you are to search at all times,
cause it to be read in your Lodge, that none may pretend ignor-
ance of the excellent precepts it enjoins.

I now present you with the Charter of your Lodge which
you will carefully preserve; see that no improper use is made of it,
and safely transmit it to your successor in office.
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You will also receive in charge the by-laws of your Lodge,
which you are to see carefully and punctually executed.

And now I present you with the emblem of authority, the
Gavel. As the sceptre in the hands of the King, so is the Gavel in
the hand of the Master. Use it, not arbitrarily, but prudently and,
if occasion require, firmly.

T now present you with a hat. It is your province to remain
covered while the rest of the brethren remain uncivered during
the sessions of your Lodge.

The origin of this Masonic tradition may be founded upon
the wearing of a crown by King Solomon as a mark of dignity.
Rulers and kings since his time have worn their crowns on cere-
monial occasions as a symbol of their dignity and authority and

their subjects have, as a mark of respect, uncovered in their
presence.

The wearing of your hat when occupying the chair of the
Worshipful Master symbolizes the dignity and authority of your
office and distinguishes you from the rest of the Craft.

After hat has been presented, the Installing Officer w:ill call the Lodge up with three

raps and call wpon the brethren to salute the Worshipful Master. (One 1ap to seat
the Lodge )

Charge To The Master
Worshipful Sir:

Being chosen Master of this Lodge, you cannot be insensible
of the obligations which devolve on you as their head; nor of your
responsibility for the faithful discharge of the important duties
annexed to your appointment.

The honor reputation, and usefulness of your Lodge will
materially depend on the skill and assiduity with which you
manage its concerns, while the happiness of its members will be
materially promoted in proportion to the zeal and ability with
which you propagate the genuine principles of our Institution.

For a pattern of imitation, consider the Great Luminary of
Nature, which, rising in the East, regularly diffuses light and
lustre to all within its circle. In like manner, it is your province
to spread and communicate light and instruction to the brethren
of your Lodge. Forcibly impress upon them the dignity and high
importance of Masonry, and seriously admonish them never to
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disgrace it. Charge them to practice out of the Lodge those duties
which are inculcated in it; and by amiable, discreet, and virtuous
conduct to convince mankind of the goodness of the Institution
so that when any one is said to be a2 member of it, the world may
know that he is one to whom the burdened heart may pour out
i’s sorrows; to whom distress may prefer its suit; whose hand is
guided by justice, and whose heart is expanded by benevolence.
In short, by a diligent observance of the by-laws of your Lodge,
the Constitutions of Masonry, and, above all, the Holy Scriptures,
which are given as a rule and guide to your faith, you will be
enabled to acquit yourself with honor and reputation, and lay up
a crown of rejoicing which shall continue till time shall be no
more.

The subordinate officers are then severally imvested by the presiding officer, who
delivers to each of them a short charge.

Charge To The Senior Warden

Brother C. D.:

You are chosen Senior Warden of this Lodge, and are now
invested with the ensign of your office.

The Level demonstrates that we are descended from the
same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the same hope;
and though distinctions among men are necessary to preserve
subordination, yet no eminence of station should make us forget
that we are brethren; for he who is placed on the lowest spoke of
fortune’s wheel may be entitled to our regard because a time will
come, and the wisest knows not how soon, when all distinctions
but those of merit and goodness shall cease, and Death, the grand
leveler of human greatness, reduce us to the same state.

Your regular and punctual attendance on our stated meetings
is essentially necessary. In the absence of the Master you are to
govern this Lodge; in his presence, you are to assist him in the
government of it. I firmly rely on your knowledge of Masonry,
and attachment to the Lodge, for the faithful discharge of the
duties of this important trust. Look well to the West!
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Charge To The Junior Warden

Brother E. F.:

You are chosen Junior Warden of this Lodge, and are now
invested with the badge of your office.

The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several
stations, to hold the Scales of Justice in equal poise; to observe
the just medium between intemperance and pleasure; and to make
our passions and prejudices coincide with the line of our duty.

To you is committed the superintendence of the Craft during
the hours of refreshment; it is therefore indispensably necessary
that you should not only be temperate and discreet in the in-
dulgence of your own inclinations, but carefully observe that none
of the Craft be suffered to convert the means of refreshment into
intemperance or excess.

Your regular and punctual attendance is particularly re-
quested; and I have no doubt you will faithfully execute the duty

which you owe to your present appointment. Look well to the
South!

Charge To The Treasurer

Brother G. H.:

You are chosen Treasurer of this Lodge, and I invest you
accordingly. It is your duty to receive all moneys from the hands
of the Secretary; keep a fair and just account of the same, and
pay them out as you may be ordered by the Worshipful Master
or by vote of the Lodge.

I trust your regard for the interest of the Fraternity will
prompt you to the faithful discharge of the duties of your office.

Charge To The Secretary

Brother I. K.:

You are chosen Secretary of this Lodge, and now invested
accordingly. It is your duty carefully to observe the proceedings
of the Lodge; keep a fair record of all things proper to be written;
receive all moneys due the Lodge, and pay them over to the
Treasurer, taking his receipt for the same.
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Your good inclination to Masonry and this Lodge, 1 hope,
will induce you to discharge your office with fidelity; and by so
doing, you will merit and receive the esteem and applause of
your brethren.

Charge To The Senior and Junior Deacons
Brothers L. M. and N. O.:

You are chosen Deacons of this Lodge, and I now invest
you with the badges of your office. To you is especially entrusted
the reception and accommodation of visiting brethren, It is also
your province to attend on the Master and Wardens and to act
as their proxies in all the active duties of the Lodge, particularly
such as relate to the reception and conducting of candidates into
the different Degrees of Masonry, and in the immediate and re-
sponsible practice of our rites. Not doubting your vigilance and
attention, I trust your faithful discharge of the duties of your
offices will entitle you to the esteem of your brethren.

Charge To The Chaplain
Brother V. W.:

You are appointed Chaplain of this Lodge and are now in-
vested with the badge of your sacred office. The principles and
precepts of Freemasonry are in strict accordance with the teach-
ings of the Great Light in Masonry. These enlighten life and
illumine love, and though Masonry is not a religion, it is essen-
tially religious. In all her laws and teachings she stands for what-
ever is good—a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night—
pointing the way to a glorious immortality.

In your hands may this badge prove a gospel of love, leading
men to light and life everlasting by drawing them closer to the
Great Architect of the Universe.

Charge To The Stewards
Brothers P. Q. and R. S.:

You are appointed Stewards of this Lodge, and I now present
you the badges of your office. The duties of your office are to
assist in the collection of dues and subscriptions, to keep an ac-
count of the Lodge expenses, to see that the tables are properly
furnished at refreshment and that every brother is suitably pro-
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vided for, and generally to assist the Deacons and other officers
in performing their duties. Your regular and early attendance will
afford the best proof of your zeal and aitachment to the Lodge.

Charge To The Marshal

Brother T. U.,:

You are appointed Marshal of this Lodge and I now invest
you with the insignia of your office.

The office you hold is an important one, as it is your duty to
conduct all public processions of the Lodge, hence; the respectable
appearance of the Craft, will in a great measure, depend upon
your energy, promptness and decision.

Charge To The Tiler
Brother T. U.:

You are appointed Tiler of this Lodge, and I now invest you
with the badge and implement of your office. As the sword is
placed in the hands of the Tiler to enable him effectually to guard
against the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers, and suffer
none to pass and repass but such as are duly qualified, so it should
morally serve as a constant admonition to us to set a guard at the
entrance of our thoughts, to place a watch at the door of our
lips, and to post a sentinel at the avenue of our actions, thereby
excluding every unqualified and unworthy thought, word, and
deed, and preserving consciences void of offense towards God and
towards man.

Your early and punctual attendance will afford the best
proof of your zeal for the Institution.

Charge To The Brethren Generally
Brethren:

Such is the nature of our Constitution that, as some must of
necessity rule and teach, so others must of course learn to submit
and obey. Humility in both is an essential duty. The officers who
are appointed to govern your Lodge, and whom you have selected
for that purpose, are sufficiently conversant with the rules of pro-
priety and the laws of the Institution to avoid exceeding the
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powers with which they are entrusted; and you are, as Masons,
of too generous dispositions to envy their preferment. [ therefore
trust that you will have but one aim, to please each othe}?, a'nd
unite in the grand design of being happy and communicating

happiness. '
Finally, my brethren, as this association has been formed and

perfected in so much unanimity and concord, in wpich we great'ly
rejoice, so may it long continue. May you long enjoy every satis-
faction and delight which disinterested friendship can afford. May
kindness and brotherly affection distinguish your conduct as men
and as Masons, Within your peaceful walls may your children's
children celebrate with joy and gratitude the transactions of this
auspicious solemnity. And may the tenets of our Profession be
transmitted through your Lodge, pure and unimpaired, from gen-
eration to generation.

Proclamation By The Marshal

“In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge f)f An-
cient, Free and Accepted Masons of Virginia, I procl'fnm the
officers of .. s Lodge No. ..., duly installed

and the Lodge properly constituted for the ensuing year.”
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Ceremony For Investiture of

District Deputy Grand Masters

This ceremony 1s optional. If 1t 1s used it 1s suggested that it be performed in
the Home Lodge of the D.D.G.M. at its first meeting after his appointment, that it
be read esther by the retinng DD G M, some Brother P.D.D.G.M., the Worshipful
Master, or some Past Master he might designate. Under the escort of two brethren
he should be presented at the foot of the East.

Installing Officer
Worshipful Sir:

The Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Virginia,
confident of your ability to successfully lead the brethren in the
«e w. .. District as his personal representative during the cur-
rent Masonic year, is pleased to appoint you to the important
position of District Deputy Grand Master, if you consent to ac-
cept the responsibilities which accompany this honor.

A thorough knowledge of the ritual, law, tradition, and his-
tory of the Fraternity is essential to a proper conduct of this
office.

You will officially visit each Lodge in your District during
the year, and at such other times as you may find it convenient
and necessary to so do in the performance of your duties as out-
lined in the Methodical Digest, respecting at all times the sov-
ereignty of the subordinate Lodge and its Worshipful Master.

You will immediately make a report of your visit and such
conditions as might require the attention of the Most Worshipful
Grand Master.

You will impartially rule on such matters as may be proper;
promptly refer all appeals from your decisions; encourage peace
and harmony between the Lodges and individual brethren in your
District; enlist support of all worthwhile Masonic activities; and
generzlly by your personal conduct set an example of Ma-
sonic leadership worthy of emulation, bearing ever in mind that
you have been set apart to serve, and not given preferment to
arbitrarily rule.

If this be your wholehearted intention, answer Yes. (answers)

In consequence of your affirmation of these principles, I am
pleased to invest you with a Jewel, proper to be worn by you on
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all Masonic occasions during your tenure of qffice, and ; \;Jslrrgpt
of your appointment. I congratula.te you, Right W(?rs ip . ir,
and on behalf of your brethren, l.nd you Godspeed as youG f:;
this enlarged service in your District for the Craft and your Gr

Lodge.
i he lodge and says)
(Then nvites him up 1o the E., calls up t
Brethren, behold your District Deputy Grand Master and
salute him accordingly—

(T over gavel to D.D G.M who seats the lodge, and, if disposed, gives an address )
urns .D.G.
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Ceremony For The Public
Installation of The Lodge Officexs

The Installation of Lodge Officers in a ceremony open to the
general public serves three main purposes:

® The families of officers and members can share with each
other the joy of attending an actual Lodge ceremony and take
pride in the honor paid to loved ones and friends at that time.

® Families and non-Masonic friends can learn something
about the operation of a Lodge, the duties of its officers and the
philosophies of the Masonic fraternity.

©® An open-to-the-public event helps overcome a general mis-
conception about the secrecy of Freemasonry, and can, therefore,
promote a greater appreciation of and esteem for the institution.

To assure that these three purposes are adequately accom-
plished, the Lodge planning a public installation must take extra
care in arranging for and conducting the ceremony. Without this
care and planning, the installation may be ineffective and bring
embarrassment, if not actual disfavor to the Lodge and to Masonry
in general.

Perhaps there are some Lodges that have wanted to hold a
public installation, but have refrained from doing so because of
uncertainty and the proper procedures to be followed. The same
order of installing officers and the same recapitulation of their
duties as found in the regular installation ceremony within the
tiled Lodge are used in the public installation. However, because
it is an event open to the public, certain arrangements and pro-
cedures that we are accustomed to in a tiled Lodge are changed
in the public ceremony.

These instructions describe the specific arrangements that
should be made. Also discussed are several planning actions and
means of assisting the Lodge Committees responsible for the suc-
cess of the public ceremony in all of its details. A careful ob-
servance of the points discussed here will help to secure an ef-
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fective ceremony and make it one that will achieve the three
purposes mentioned, and assuring that it will reflect credit on the
Lodge, its officers and members.

Advanced Plans and Required Actions

The Installing Officer: For the time being this officer will
hold the center of the stage and must know what is required.
Arrangements should be made well in advance of the instailation
date to secure the services of a brother to conduct the installa-
tion. In order to make the ceremony as impressive and meaning-
ful as possible the Installing Officer should perform the entire
ritual thereof from memory. This is usually a prerequisite to re-
ceiving permission from the Grand Master to hold a public in-
stallation.

Meeting Place: If the attendance is expected to exceed the
Lodge’s seating capacity, or if other circumstances make it desir-
able to hold the installation in another place, arrangements for
such an alternative meeting place should be made at an early
date.

Dispensation: A Dispensation from the Grand Master is
necessary in order to bold a public installation. Request therefor,
made through your District Deputy Grand Master, should be
made early enough so that there will be no uncertainty in the
rest of the details of planning to be carried out. Your request
should include the date and hour to be held, the location, if dif-
ferent from your regular meeting place, and the fact that the cere-
mony will be performed by someone who will be able to do so
from memory. Please allow at least one month as a minimum
time to receive this dispensation. When it is received have it in
the Lodge on the night of the ceremony for the inspection of
the installing officer, but it is not to be read at the instailation
ceremony.

List of Officers to be Installed: Such a list should be fur-
nished to the Installing Officer for his use during the ceremony.
Include the first, middle and last names of each officer to be
instalied and the office to which he has been elected or appointed.
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' Installing Marshal: The Marshal will escort all of the
_offlcers during the ceremony. He will also invest them with
jewels and aprons at the proper time in the installation ceremony
for each of them. It would be helpful to designate a Deputy
Marshal to assist in this investiture.

Officers Attire: If the Officers normally wear tuxedos to
Lodge Communications, they should also be clothed in them on
this occasion. If tuxedos are not available dark blue suits, white
shirts and black bow ties may be worn in order to have some
uniformity of dress. White gloves are appropriate, if desired.

Printed Programs: If desired by the Master and his Officers
a printed program for the occasion would be of interest. It should
show the Lodge Name and Number, its charter date, names of
officers and the title of the office in which each is being installed;
the name of the Installing Master and Marshal together with
others who have been appointed for the occasion as well as an
order of events for the evening.

Minutes of the Meeting: The Secretary should incorporate
the pertinent information as to the date, time, place and names
of the Installing Officer and Marshal in the minutes of the fol-
lowing stated communication.

Physical Arrangements in The Lodge Room

Lodge Set-Up. The Officers chairs should be in their normal
positions except that the chair of the Tiler should be moved
inside the Lodge room and immediately behind the place of the
Junior Deacon.

Place the Holy Bible upon the Altar, open it to a place near
the middle of the book. Do not place the Square and Compasses.
on it. The three tapers may be placed in the traditional form
about the Altar, but these are not to be lighted. 1f the Lodge has
an altar cover that is in good condition this should be used by all.
means.

Music: Appropriate music may be played prior to the cere-
mony and while the newly installed Officer is being escorted to
his place. Such music is not a part of the ceremony itself.
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Public Address System: A public address system is often de-
sirable in a large room, but is not absolutely required. After all
the ceremony is meaningless unless the people can hear as well as
see what is going on.

The Gavel: Throughout the ceremony of installation the
Gavel is not used to have the audience stand or sit; instead an oral
request is made by the presiding officer.

Conducting The Meeting
@ The outgoing Master. at the hour appointed for the meet-
ing, should approach the Altar and open the Bible at a place near
the middle of the Book. He should then move to the East of the
Lodge room and request the audience to stand for prayer.

® A non-ritualistic prayer should be given at that time by
the Master, Chaplain or some other member of the Craft.

® At the conclusion of the prayer, the Master will r.equest
the guests and brethren to be seated. He may offer a brief ex-
planation of the ceremony and extend a word of welcome to the
uests who are present. . '
® He should then request the Installing Officer to approach

the East.

@ The ceremony of installation will then begin. with the
calling of the names of the officers elected and apppmted, who
are to be installed and follow in the manner prescribed for the
regular installation service, after the officers have taken the ob-

ligation shown therein.

e In connection with the Ritual for Installation for the
Master, the following points are observed:

1. The Lodge Charter is symbolically (not physically) pre-
sented to the Worshipful Master, but it must b'e in the hands gf
the Installing Officer. If the charter is fran.led it may be used in
the frame but if in a case of othgr repository, it should be re-

ed for the purposes of this occasion.

- 2. The (favel is symbolically presented. Thereafter.the 1n-
stalling Officer extends his right hand to the newly installed
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Master and helps him ascend to the East and take his place on
the Installing Officers left, half-facing him. The Installing Officer

then offers the following suggested explanation of the significance
of the hat:

“It is your province 1o remain covered while the rest of the
brethren remain uncovered during the sessions of your Lodge.

“The origin of this Masonic tradition may be founded upon
the wearing of a crown by King Solomon as a mark of dignity.
Rulers and kings since his time have worn their crowns on cere-
monial occasions as a symbol of their dignity and authority and

their subjects have, as a mark of respect, uncovered in their pres-
ence.

“The wearing of your hat when occupying the chair of the
Worshipful Master symbolizes the dignity and authority of your
office and distinguishes you from the rest of the Craft.”

® The Installing Officer then presents the Master his hat and
requests him to wear it. He then requests everyone to join in
applauding the new Worshipful Master.

® Thereafter the Installing Officer completes the final charge
to the Master, beginning with the words “Worshipful Sir, being
chosen Master of this Lodge, you cannot be insensible. . . .” The
Master will then remove his hat and sit to the left of the Installing
Officer.

@ Installs all other Officers (“Assistant Officers” such as
Assistant Secretary, Assistant Chaplain, etc. are not installed.) The
Installing Officer will request the Marshal to present officers for
installation in the same order as prescribed in the Installation
Ritual. He will say: “Bro. Marshal, present the next officer to be
installed.” The Marshal will escort him from his seat behind the
Altar and present him at the foot of the East, giving his name
and office to be occupied. (e.g. I present Bro. John T. Smith for
installation as Junior Warden.)

® The Marshal, in escorting the Treasurer and Senior Deacon
to their chairs, will conduct them directly to their proper place.
This is done rather than going around the Altar as in a tiled
Lodge.
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® At the conclusion, the Installing Officer will instruct the
Marshal to make the Proclamation. The Marshal should stand
just West of the Altar (facing the East) and make the ritualistic
Proclamation, following which he will face the South, point his
baton and say: “This Proclamation I make to the South.” He
shall then face the West and say “This Proclamation I make to
the West.” He shall then face the East and say: “This Proclama-
tion I make to the East,” pointing the baton at each Station as he
faces it.

® Presentation of gifts (to the new Master; such as gloves,
gavel, etc.) may be made at this time and thereafter the Installing
Officer will yield his place to the Worshipful Master.

The Worshipful Master Completes The Program

® When the new Worshipful Master assumes his station, he
does not wear the hat.

® Any presentations to the immediate Past Master should be
made at this time.

® The Master makes any remarks he desires at this time. He
may also choose to recognize at their seats all Past Masters, all
Visiting Masters, the District Deputy Grand Master and any
others he may consider appropriate. Such recognitions are entirely
optional and if their number involves any considerable time they
should be eliminated or kept to an absolute minimum. If the
‘Worshipful Master does desire to have some sort of a response for
the guests, this should be pre-arranged. As this is not a tiled
meeting, the usual presentations, escorts and saluting of dignitaries
are not used.

® The Master will thank the Lodge Committees which
planned the Installation, the Installing Officers and others to
whom he feels indebted. He will express the pleasure of the offi-
cers and brethren for the presence of the guests. Thereafter he will
invite everyone to partake of refreshments, if such have been
prepared.
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® He will conclude the formal
i art of th
Ing upon a member of the Craft to bart of the ceremony by call.

. give the closing pra hich
should be non-ritualisti . . g prayer whic
Altar, ualistic and given while standing West of the
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Ceremony For Laying Corner-Stones

When conducted by the Grand Master or Deputy Grand Master, the
titles will be changed accordingly.

This ceremony may be conducted by Subordinate Lodges only with a
dispensation from the Grand Master, When conducted by a Subordinate
Lodge, the program will be as follows:

ORDER OF PROCESSION

The Lodge, in the following order:
Tiler, with drawn Sword;
Master Masons;
Past Masters;
A Past Master, with Vessel containing Corn;
Three Master Masons, with Square, Level, and Plumb;
Two Past Masters, with Vessels containing Oil and Wine;
Treasurer and Secretary
One Large Light, borne by a Past Master,
Senior and Junior Wardens;
The Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses, borne by a Past
Master (or some venerable Brother), supported by
two Stewards, with White Rods;
Two Large Lights, borne by two Past Masters;
Chaplain,
A Past Master, carrying the Book of Constitutions,
The Worshipful Master, supported by the Senior and Junior Deacons.

(In this order the procession moves deliberately, in moderate time, with perfect discip-
line and decorous silence, to the place of deposst, which s usually the northeast corner
of the contemplated structure. Arriwnf there, the procession i1s halted, ranks opened
and facing inwards, and (the Marshal leading) in reverse order the Master and his
officers proceed to the platiorm erected for that purpose and take their stations. I'he
brethren arrange themselves, as near as may be, in the form of a hollow square, and
come to order and silence.

The Lodge is seated.

Exordium
By the Master or some Brother appointed by him

The ceremony which we are about to perform, or one com-
parable, may likely be ascribed to the operative craftsmen of the
middle ages who built the great castles and cathedrals in Europe
and the British Isles. Even earlier, we know that the outstanding
citizens of Rome gathered to assist in lowering the cornerstones
of its public buildings into place.
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This tradition indicates the deeply spiritual attitude of our
fraternal ancestors. Each accepted his particular talent as a gift of
God, and to Him each consecrated the fruits of his labor.

The stone itself is supposed to be a perfect cube, and each
side a perfect square.

The cube symbolized Truth to the Easterner and the Square
Morality. Hence, Perfect Truth and Perfect Morality, both at-
tributes of God, caused the stone to be an evidence of the Divine
in man’s undertaking,

Believing that all enduring things must be built upon the
strong foundation of the Almighty, it became the first stone set
into place by our operative ancestors. Thereupon rested the whole
structure, physically and spiritually.

It was placed in the northeast corner. To thern the north
was a place of darkness, the east a place of light. The former
signifying evil and the latter good, and in between stood God.

They thought of the cement or adhesive force as a symbol
of love. As it was spread with the trowel to hold the building
together, so does the overwhelming element of love, of God for
man, of man for God, and of man for man, hold them together
in perfect unity. The necessity of that bond of love was then and
is now held forth to us if our work is to be fruitful.

The stone is first lowered by three distinct movements. This
would admonish us to be circumspect in all our actions in the
erection of our spiritual edifice, and indicates our progress through
youth, manhood and old age. Once the stone is set, it should not
be moved, for the God we worship and the attributes which we
ascribe to him are unchangeable and immovable.

We test the stone and our work with the plumb, square and
level, both to be sure that we have not used an imperfect symboi,
and to remind us that in all our dealings in life we should strive
towards that perfection which is Divine, which will keep us clean
of body, soul and mind, living before the world an example of
righteousness, and professing that under God, all men are equal.
Thus the stone may be declared a symbol of perfect morality, per-
fect rectitude in life and perfect equality . . . in essence, Divine.

The stone thus set in place, with the work which is to follow,
is then consecrated with the age-old elements of corn, wine and
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oil. The corn is a symbol of plenty, representing the bounteous
provision made for our physical existence; the wine is a symbol
of refreshment which, together with rest, is enjoyed by the traveler
at the completion of his journey; the oil is a symbol of joy and
gladness used to annoint those who were particularly honored.
Taken together they teach the important lesson that a portion of
our corn should go to feed the hungry, a cup of wine should be
sent to cheer the sorrowful and we should pour the healing oil
of consolation into the wounds of the afflicted. These are all the
gifts of God, and as a further evidence of our belief in His bene-
ficence, we acknowledge in this sacrifice of consecration that all
things come of Him.

Finally, we engage in prayer, not only for the safety and
guidance of the builders, but for the prosperity of the building to
be erected. Being built on the strong foundation of our faith in
God, it should be used for his glory. Then we enjoin the architect
and builders to accept the challenge of their great responsibility to
complete the structure.

After a brief interval, the Marshal makes the following procla-
mation:

“By authority of the Worshipful Master, and in obedience
of his Order, I do now command and require all here assembled
to preserve silence and to observe due order and decorum during
the ceremonies. This proclamation I make to the South, to the
West, and to the East.”

The Chaplain delivers the following:

Prayer

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with
one accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and dost
promise that, where two or three are gathered together in thy
name, thou wilt grant their requests; fulfill now, O Lord, the
desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient
for them; granting us in this world xnowledge of thy truth, and in
the world to come life everlasting—Amen.

Response—sSo mote it be.

Master: Brother Senior Warden, it has been the custom
among the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, from time
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immemorial, to assemble for the purpose of laying the foundation
stones of churches, public buildings, and monuments, when re-
quested to do so by those in authority. . having
invited the fraternity to lay the foundation stone of the building
to be erected by them, our Lodge has been here convened by our
order, and it is our will and pleasure that the officers and brethren
here assembled do now assist us in this work. You will communi-
cate this to the Junior Warden in the South, and he to the Craft,
that they, having due notice thereof, this foundation stone may be
laid in due form.

Senior Warden: Brother Junior Warden, it is the will and
pleasure of the Worshipful Master that the officers and brethren
here assembled do now assist him in laying the foundation stone
of this building. This you will communicate to the brethren that
they, having due notice thereof, may govern themselves accord-
ingly.

Junior Warden: Brethren, you have heard the order of the
Worshipful Master, as communicated to me, through the Senior
Warden. Take due notice thereof, and let it be accordingly so
done.

Master: Brethren, before entering upon any great and im-
portant undertaking, we should always invoke the blessing of the
Deity.

Prayer by Chaplain,
(One rap, seating Lodge.)
A representative of the building authorities addresses the Master, stating

the purpose of the erection and requests that the corner-stone be laid according
to the ancient usages of Freemasonry.

An ode to Freemasonry 1s sung.

(Tune—Balerma )
To Heaven's high Architect all prase,
All gratitude be given,
Who deigned the human soul to raise
By secrets sprung from Heaven

Now swells the choir in solemn tone,
And hovering angels join;

Religion looks delighted down
When votaries press the shrine.
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Blest be the place; thither repair
That true and pious train,

Devotion makes her anthem there
And Heaven accepts the strain.

The necessary preparations are made for laying the stone, on which is
engraved (where practicable) the calendar year, the year of Masonry, the
Chief Magistrates, etc.

Thereafter the Master says:

Brother Treasurer:
(Each officer rises when addressed by the Master.)

“It has ever been the custom of the craft on occasions like
the present to deposit within the cavity within the foundation
stone certain memorials of the period at which it was erected.
Has such a deposit been prepared?”

Treasurer: Worshipful Master, it has been prepared and
placed within a sealed box.

Master: Brother Secretary, you will read a list of the contents
of the box. (This is done.)

Master: Brothers Treasurer and Secretary, you will superin-
tend and see that the box is deposited in the place prepared for
its reception.

The Secretary, with the box in hand, joins the Treasurer at the altar,
and then they proceed to deposit the box, and return to thewr respective places.

This duty performed, music is introduced.
(Tune—Creation.)

When earth’s foundation first was laid,
By the Almighty Artist’s hand.

"Twas then our perfect laws were made,
Established by His strict command.

In vain mankind for shelter sought,

In vain from place to place did roam,
Untl from heaven he was taught

To plan, to build, to fix his home

Tlustrious hence we date our Art,
Which now in beauteous piles appear,
And shall to endless time impart
How worthy and how great we are.
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Nor we less famed for every tie
By which the human thought 1s bound,
Love, truth, and friendship socially,
United our hearts and hands around.

Our actions still by wirtue blest,
And to our precepts ever true,
The world admiring shall request
To learn, and our bnght paths pursue.
Chorus—

Hail, mysterious, hail, glorious Masonry!
Which makes us ever great and free.

The Master calls up the Lodge
The Master then says:

“Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens, you will descend with
me to the foundation.”

The Marshal stands to right of the Worshipful Master, the Wardens preceding
the Master to the stone.

The Marshal presents the Master with the working tools, the Square, Level, Plumb,
and Trowel, with the following observations:

“Worshipful, the necessary arrangements having been made
for laying the corner-stone of this building, I present you the
Square, Level, Plumb, and Trowel, those useful implements of the
Craft, by which you will be able to ascertain that the materials
have been properly prepared, and the corner-stone you are about
to lay well formed, true, and trusty.”

The Master distributes the working tools successively—the Level to the Senior
Warden, the Plumb to the Junmior Warder, and retain the Trowel and Square.

(The Master will order that mortar be properly placed on the base on which the
stone is to be laid.)

.. (The Master, with the Trowel and Square, stands at the east; the Senior Warden,
wy(lith Ehi Level, at the west, and the Junior Warden, with the Plumb, at the south
side of the stone.

The Master directs the Marshal to order the craftsmen to
lower the stone.

(This is done by three motions: First, lowering the stone a
few inches and stopping, the Master says, “Brethren, the Grand
Honors” (three times three), second, lowering again a few inches,
and repeating, on command of the Master, the Grand Honors;
third, lowering it to its place, and repeating, on command, the
Grand honors.

The officers remain around the stone. The Lodge is seated.
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The Choir then sings an appropriate ode.

Father of love and might,

Send forth Thy Holy Light
On us to shine;

Be Thou our Sovereign Lord,

And may Thy Holy Word

Be to us shield and sword,
Master Divine.

Bound in one brotherhood,

Owning one common blood,
Children of Thine;

Fill us with kindliness,

Prompt to relieve distress,

Wearing Thy true impress,
Master Divine.

With joyful hands today

This corner-stone we lay,
With Corn, O1l, Wine;

But do Thou build up one,

Wrought in the living stone

Of our true hearts alone,
Master Divine.

Then the Master says: ) .
“Brother Senior Warden, what is the jewel of your office?
Senior Warden: The Level.

Master: What are its moral and Masonic uses?

Senior Warden: Morally, it is an emblem of equality, and its
use is to prove horizontals.

Master: Apply it to that portion of the stone which needs to
be proved, and make due report.

The Senior Warden applies the level to three places on top of stone, and says:
“Worshipful, I find the stone to be level; the craftsmen have

performed their duty.”

Master: Brother Junior Warden, what is the jewel of your
office?

Jonior Warden: The Plumb.

Master: What are its moral and Masonic uses?

Junior Warden: Morally, it is an emblem of rectitude of life,
and its use is to try perpendiculars.
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Master: Apply it to the several edges of the stone, and make
due report.

The Junior Warden applies the Plumb to three sides of stone, and says:
“Worshipful, I find the stone to be plumb, the craftsmen

have performed their duty.”

Master: Brother Senior Warden, what is the jewel of my
office?

Senior Warden: The Square.

Master What are its moral and Masonic uses?

Senior Warden: To square our actions by the Square of
virtue, and to prove our work.

Master: I will apply it to that portion of the stone which
needs to be approved.

The Master applies the Square, and says:
“I find the stone to be square; the craftsmen have performed

their duty.”
The officers then return to their stations.

The Master then says: i .
“This cornerstone has been duly tested by the ancient imple-

ments of Freemasonry. I declare it to be well formed, true and
trusty, and accurately laid, according to the principles of our art.”

Master: “The ceremonies of consecration will now proceed.”

The Master and Wardens descend to the stone, and the Mas-
ter spreads mortar over the top and says:

“Brethren, I will now pour upon the stone the Corn of
Nourishment.”

Takes Vessel of Corn and raises it above hus head, lowers it and says:

“This Corn I distribute as a symbol of Goodness and Plenty.
May the blessings of bounteous Heaven be showered upon us and
upon all like patriotic undertakings, and inspire the hearts of the
people with virtue, wisdom, and gratitude. Amen.”

Response: So mote it be.

Hymn

(Tune—Hebron)
When once of old in Israel
Our early brethren wrought with toil,
Jehovah’s blessings on them fell
In showers of Corn and Wine and Oil.
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Master: Brother Senior Warden, you will pour upon the stone
the Wine of Refreshment.

The Senior Warden takes the Vessel of Wine and raises it above his
head, lowers it and says:

“This Wine 1 pour as a symbol of Joy and Gladness. May
the Great Ruler of the Universe bless and prosper our National,
State, and City Governments; preserve the Union of States, and
may Freemasonry be a bond of friendship and brotherly love that
shall endure through all time. Amen.”

Response: So mote it be.

Second Stanza:
When there a shrine to Him alone
They built, with worship sin to foil,
On threshold and on cornerstone
They poured out Corn and Wine and Oil.

Master: Brother Junior Warden, you will pour upon the stone
the Oil of Joy and Gladness.

The Junior Warden takes the Vessel of Oil, raises it above his head,
lowers it and says:

“This Oil I pour as a symbol of Peace and Harmony. May
their blessings abide with us continually; may brotherly love pre-
vail, and every moral and social virtue unite and cement us.
Amen.”

Response: So mote it be.
Third Stanza:

And we have come fraternal bands
Wiith joy and pride and prosperous spoil,
To honor Him by votive hands
With streams of Corn and Wine and Oil.
The Master, advancing in front of all, and extending his hands over
the stone, makes the following invocation:

“May the All Bounteous Author of Nature bless the inhabi-
tants of this place with an abundance of the necessaries, conven-
iences, and comforts of life; assist in the erection and completion
of this building; protect the workmen against every accident, and
long preserve the structure from decay; and grant to us all a
supply of the Corn of Nourishment, the Wine of Refreshment, and
the Oil of Joy and Gladness. Amen.”
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Response: So mote it be.

Master: Having full confidence in their skill in the Royal
Art of all who have assisted us in the honorable duty assigned to
this Lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons, it remains
with me to finish the work.

The Master strikes the stone thrice with his gavel. The officers return to their stations.
The Master then says:

“Brethren, assist me in giving the Grand Honors.”

The Grand Honors are given (three times three), and the
Lodge is seated. (One rap)

Master:

“As Master of this Lodge, I pronounce the cornerstone of
this building true, trusty, and well laid. May the Corn of Nourish-
ment, the Wine of Refreshment, and the Oil of Joy and Gladness,
and all the other necessities of life abound among all the people.
May the blessing of God rest upon this work. May the building
here to be erected be preserved throughout all ages.”

Master: Brother Marshal, you will, with the aid of the Senior
and Junior Deacons, present me with the working tools.

The Marshal verforms this duty, he and the Deacons meetwng at the altar, and advancing
abreast to the station of the Master, where the Deacons retire,
The Marshal then introduces the architect, saying:

Marshal:

“Worshipful, I present to you the architect of this building.
He is ready, with his craftsmen, for the completion of this work,
and asks for the tools which are proper for the undertaking.”

The Master delwers to the architect the Square, Level, Plumb, Trowel, and gla
of the building, successively, and says: € 59 umb, Trowel, and plan

Master:

“Sir, having thus, as Master of this Lodge, laid the corner-
stone of this structure, I now deliver these implements of your
profession in your hands, entrusting you with the superintendence
and direction of the work, having full confidence in your skill
and capacity to conduct the same.”

Master: “Brother Marshal, you will inform ,
of the building authorities, that the corner-stone of this building
has now been laid with Masonic Honors, and request him to
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descend with you, examine our work, and, if approved, receive it
from our hands.”

This 1s done, and the officer representing the building authorities approaches the
Master, accompanied by the Marshal, and says:

“Worshipful Master, I receive this work at your hands as well
and truly done.”

Music will follow:
(Tune—Lyons.)

O’ praise ye the Lord, prepare your glad voice
His praise in the great assembly sing;

In their great Creator let all men rejoice,
And heirs of salvation be glad in their King.

Let them His great name devoutly adore,

In loud swelling strams His praises express,
Who graciously opens His bountiful store,

Their wants to relieve and His children to bless

With glory adorned His people shall sing
To God who defense and plenty supplies;

Their loud acclamations to Him, their great King,
Through earth shall be sounded and reach to the skies.

Ye angels above, His glories who've sung,
In loftiest notes now publish His praise,

We mortals, delighted, would borrow your tongue,
Would join in your numbers and chant to your lays

The Master directs the Marshal to make proclamation, and the officer proclaims.
Marshal:

“By order of the Worshipful Master of ... ... .
Lodge, I proclaim that the corner-stone of the structure to be
here erected has this day been found square, level, plumb, true,
and trusty, and laid according to our ancient customs.”

A suitable oration is delivered, the orator being introduced by some person ap-

pointed for that purpose.
The Chaplain pronounces the benediction, to which all respond-

“So mote it be.”

The Marshal then requests the spectators to remain quiet until the Lodge has
been re-formed.

The procession is re-formed and then returns to the place whence it set out, and
the Lodge is closed in due form.

CEREMONY FOR LAYING CORNER-STONES
1. The ceremony prescribed and published by the Grand Lodge for laying corner-
stones is official, and when permission has been given local Lodges to lay corner-stones,
said ceremony must be conformed to and compiled with 1906 G, L. Pro. d. 28, p. 19.
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2. A corner-stone cannot be laid on Sunda{ 1809 G L. Pro. d. 2, p. 54. This is the
universal rule in Virginia and a Land Mar Many decisions have been
rendered to the same effect, For strong dissent of Commmee of Past Grand Masters to

tion itting a cornez-stone to be laid on Sunday, see 1931 G. L. Pro. p. 80.
disapproving ensation 21, same volume, p. 32.

3. A working under dispensation is not empowered to lay corner-stomes, 1905
G, L. Pro. d. 38, p. 23.

. Corner-stone of a completed building cannot be laid, 1905 G. L. pro. d. 37, p. 21.

5 It is the privilege of the Worshipful Master to preside and conduct the ceve
monies at the layin, gofacomerstonebvasubordmntelpdgerftheGrandMastzor
some one designated by the Grand Master, and the Disi Deputy Grand Master are
nbsmt,or.xfprm do not care to preside 1916 G, L. Pro, d. 19, p. 9.

Masonic law does not require comer-stones of Lodge buildings to be laid. 1906
G. L Pro. 4. 19, .18

7. An electnc a prison are i that class of public bmlduuzs
&‘ootnm g Masomc Lodges have been accustomed to lay. 1895 . Pro.
* p'
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Consecration of A Lodge Hall

The ceremony of Ccmsecrutwn of a Lodge Hall may be held within a tiled Lodge
P tot and friends of the brethren with the approval of the Grand

Master

The Grand Master (or other designated Consecrating O ) and his suite will wait
in the ante-room untsl the Worshipful Master has opened a Master Masons Lodge.

After the Lodge has been opened and the Pledge of Allegumce recited, the Tiler will
make the alarm and address the Jumior Daecon as follow

Tiler: The Grand Master (or Consecrating Officer) and his suite are
in waiting. (The Junior Deacon will close the door and report to the
Master.)

Junior Deacon: The Grand Master of Masons in Virginia (or other
Consecrating Officer) and his suite are in wailing, Worshipful

Worshipful Master: Admit them.

Junior Deacon: (After rap on the door will instruct the Tiler) Admit
them.

The Grand Master and his ssuste form a double line at the West side of the Altar and

immediately thereafter the Grand Marshal shall conduct the Grand Master, the Deputy

Grand Master, 3f present, lmd each of the Grand Wardens indsvidually throu h the

lines to thewr seats in the East, West and South, The remaimng officers shall then

mm a procession and move around the Lodge Hall, coumter-clockwise, each offscer

Chwrlpg the procession as it reaches his place in the Lodge, beginning with the Grand
aplain.

As soon as the Grand Chaplain has reached his place he shall immedsately begin
reading the 24th Psalm,

Before each of the stations shall be placed a_pedestal or a tall candle holder, with a

le at each, to be lighted by the Semior Deacon at the proper time. These candles
should be mounted in such a manner that they may be detached and given to the
designated brethren to take from the Lodge.

The wax taper used in lighting the candles should be lighted from the Altar Candle,
placed on the South side the Altar, and extinguished after each candle is ltghted
so that flame will be carried afresh from the altar to each candle as the order is given
to light that partioular candle.

PSALM XXIV

The carth is the Lord’s and all that therein is, the compass
of the world, and they that dwell therein.

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it
upon the floods.

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who shall rise
wp in his holy place?

Even he that hath clean hands and a pure heart; and hath
not lifted up his heart to vanity, nor sworn to deceive his neighbor.

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteous-
ness from the God of his salvation.

This is the generation of them that seek him; even of them
that seek thy face, O Jacob.
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Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever-
lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. .

Who is this King of glory? It is the Lord strong and mighty,
even the Lord mighty in battle. .

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever-
lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. .

Who is this King of glory? Even the Lord of hosts, he is the
King of glory.

After the Grand Master has_taken his place in the East and the Lodge has been seated,
the Worshipful Master shall address him:

Most Worshipful: The Brethren of .. oo Lodge
No. - . (or U. D.) holden under the Grand Lodge of
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth. of
Virginia, having erected (procured) a suitable place of meeting,
do now desire that this Hall be consecrated to the splemn and
high purposes of Freemasonry, agreeably to the ancient usages
and customs of the Fraternity.

e stor will then address the Master and his brethren:
™ G'Mm; Bé::hren: This Lodge, having been duly empo\jvered to
work by our Grand Lodge in accordance with _the ar.1c1ent cus-
toms of the Craft, and having chosen this Hall in which we are
now assembled as the site of its labors, in which we do concur,
let us now proceed to consecrate this ha11. and its appurtenances
to the time-honored purposes of our Fraternity.

We are often reminded of our dependence upon t.he Grf:%at
Creator and that no undertaking should begin without imploring
His aid and support. Let us again seek His blessing that the work
of Freemasonry may prosper in this community.

¢ Chayplain offers the following prayer: .
™ C’é\:;remf:: Atrcc:tritect gfp The Universe, who, in all ages, hast
presided over the labors of our Fraternity, and whose benevo}ent
and paternal care all worthy Masons have, in al% ages, .r?cognl_z?d
with tears of gratitude. We approach Thee now mn a spirit of filial
reverence and trust, to implore Thy presence and the abundance
of Thy benedictions upon the solemn labors of the present hgur.

Knowing our weakness, we ask Thee fqr Strength.. Conscious
of our ignorance, we implore of Thee Light. Sensxble- .Of our
frailties and imperfections, we pray that Thy Holy Spirit may
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breathe upon our hearts, that they may bloom with flowers of
Virtue and Charity as the earth blooms beneath the genial in-
fluence of the sunshine. And, finally, O God, we beseech Thee to
impart to us Thy Wisdom, that we may be guided into the ways of
Truth, accomplish our present undertaking in a manner acceptable
to Thee, and prepare us for that higher service in Thy Temple
above.
Amen

Grand Master: Bro. Grand Senior Warden, what is a Lodge?

Grand Senior Warden: A Lodge is a symbol of the world.

Grand Master: What are its dimensions?

Grand Senior Warden: It extends from East to West and
between North and South.

Grand Master: Has it any limits?

Grand Senior Warden: None. It embraces the region of stars

above, the empire of graves below, and a kingdom of eternal
silence, stretching through time to eternity.

Grand Master: The Lodge being a symbol of the world; what
is the highest duty a Mason is called upon to discharge therein.

Grand Senior Warden: To teach men to be better than them-
selves; to practice charity and to seek for the Light of Truth.

Grand Master: Even so, my brethren, we are assembled here
today to consecrate this hall by solemn ceremonies, to the service
of God, to the practice of universal benevolence and to the im-
provement of men.

Grand Master: Brethren, Freemasonry is an institution em-
ploying a sublime system of symbols and emblems to communi-
cate its instruction. Thus it is proper that a Masonic Hall should
be consecrated by ceremonies of a symbolic character.

All parts of the universe are symbolic; each one of which
was, no doubt, designed by the Creator to reveal, and impress
upon the mind, some special idea or sentiment. The visible world
is but the shadow or reflex of the verities of the invisible, and
between the seen and unseen there is a mysterious relationship.
The Spiritual is incarnated in every visible thing; underlies all
forms and reveals itself in all nature. Through all time and
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among all people, have the prominent features of the universe
revealed the same thoughts to earnest hearts. Ever has the moun-
tain been the symbol of power and durability; the oak of firmness
and confidence; the acacia and evergreen of immortality; the
cypress of death and the drooping elm and weeping willow of
profound sorrow and everlasting sympathy.

The objective of all Masonic labor is Light and it is, there-
fore, fitting that we consecrate this hall by the tapers placed in
the East, West and South of this Lodge, thus signifying the spread
of the Light of Knowledge from it to the community in which it
is domiciled.

The ceremony of lighting the tapers shall then proceed thus:

Grand Master: Brother Grand Junior Warden, what is the
jewel of your office?

Grand Junior Warden: The Plumb.

Grand Master: What does it symbolize?

Grand Junior Warden: Beauty; the beauty of a just and
upright life; the Beauty of Holiness which should render all our
actions acceptable in His sight; the Beauty of Light to make plain
our pathway to the Temple of Happiness.

Grand Master: Let there be Light.

The Grand Semor Deacon lights the taper in the South.

Grand Master: Brother Grand Senior Warden, what is the
Jewel of your office?

Grand Senior Warden. The Level.

Grand Master: What does it symbolize?

Grand Senior Warden: Strength; the strength necessary to
endure the trials of this mortal life; the strength to support our
good intentions and by our actions to lighten the moral darkness
of our world.

Grand Master: Let there be Light.

The Grand Deacon lights the taper in the West.

Grand Master: Brother Grand Senior Warden, what is the
jewel of the Master’s office? .

Grand Senior Warden: The Square.
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Grand Master: What does it symbolize?

Grand Senior Warden: Wisdom; the Wisdom to contrive a
spiritual building that will find favor in the sight of God; Wisdom
to walk uprightly before God and Man; wisdom to spread abroad
the Light of a virtuous and exemplary life.

Grand Master: Let there be Light.

The Grand Senior Deacon Lights the taper in the East,

Prayer of Dedication

Chaplain: O Thou, who art the Creator and Preserver of all
men, who, although clothed with immortal splendor and dwelling
in high and holy places, dost also abide in hearts that are humble
and contrite, we draw near to seek Thy grace and those bene-
dictions which Thou hast promised those who approach Thee in
a spirit of loving reverence and child-like confidence.

We ask that Thy blessings rest upon those who are as-
sembled here and upon all who labor in the cause of brotherhood
and peace. Bless the solemn ceremonies in which we are engaged
and consecrate this Hall to Thy service and that of mankind, that
each may have a more perfect knowledge of Thee and of their
duty to each other. May this place be sanctified by Thy presence
and be under Thy continual care and protection. Within these
walls may man hear Thy paternal voice speaking to his heart,
calling him to the performance of those paramount duties to God,
his neighbor and himself.

Amen.

Grand Master: The Light shines, my Brethren, but it shall
remain ineffective unless it is carried from this Temple in the
hearts of those who now or may hereafter have a part in this
heritage of brotherhood.

At this &zmt the S. D. presents three young Masons at the altar and conducts the
first to Grand Master in the East.

Grand Master: Let us now symbolically send forth the light
which we have taken from our Altar and kindled the flame that
illumines our several stations.

G. M. lifts high the taper from his statsion and passes it to the young Mason standing
before him,

Grand Master: Take with you into the world of which we
are a part of this light of Wisdom, kindled in the East of our
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Lodge, from the flame upon our Altar, that men everywhere be-
coming aware of it may employ the wisdom thus symbolized to
enable them to build a better world through the practice of
understanding that will make a stronger circle of brotherhood.

S. D. escorts the Brother to the door of the Lodge and allows him to pass out beyond
the Tiler. Returning to the Altar, he conducts the second Brother to the West.

Grand Senior Warden: Assist us in sending forth the light of
Strength which has been lighted from the Altar fires of this Lodge.

G. S. W. Lifts high the taper from his station and passes it to the young Mason standing
before him.

Grand Senior Warden: Take with you into the world of
which we are a part this lisht of Strength, kindled in the West
of our Lodge from the flame upon our Altar. Let men everywhere
become stronger in their moral fiber that the lives of men may
become better because of the moral strength given to our com-
munities by the Freemasons living in them.

5. D. escorts the second Brother to the door of the Lodge and allows hint to pass
geyo# the Tiler. He then returns to the Altar and conducts the third Brother to the
outh.

Grand Junior Warden: Assist us in sending forth the light of
Beauty which has been lighted from the Altar fires of this Lodge.

G. J. W, lifts high the taper from his station and passes it to the young Mason standing
before him,

Grand Junior Warden: Take with you into the world of
which we are a part this light of Beauty, kindled in the South
from the flame upon our Altar. Let men everywhere be filled
with the Beauty of Holiness unto the Lord and understand the
universal kinship which makes men everywhere our brothers.

8. D. escorts the third Brother to the door of the Lodge and allows him to pass beyond
the Tiler. He then returns to his station.

Grand Master: We have sent the lights from our Lodge
abroad into the world; yet they remain with us here for the
Wisdom, the Strength and the Beauty of our Lodge have kindled
their flame in the hearts of all those who are Masons and the
flame of brotherly love blazes brightly upon our altars.

Let each of us go forth in peace, determined to exemplify
the teachings of Freemasonry in our own daily lives that all the
world may know that as Freemasons, our hands are guided by
justice and our hearts expanded by benevolence. Thus shall we
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work for the accomplishment of the grand design of Freemasonry
—the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God.

("x’rand Master: We do now consecrate this hall to Friendship,
Morality and Brotherly Love in the name of Freemasonry univer-
sal and of the Grand Lodge of Virginia. May its light be a moving
force in the community as it is carried forth in the hearts and
lives of the brethren meeting here.

All: So mote it be.

Grand Master: Brethren, Let us pray.

. Chaplai,n: May the Lord Bless us and keep us; may the Lord
lift up the light of his countenance upon us and give us peace
both now and forever more. Amen.

All: So mote it be.

The ceremonies being thus concluded, an address may follow, i
Master may elect to close the Lodge, f the commumZatf;on bé ;};]iiswed, or the Grand
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Dedication of Masonic Halls and
Lodge Rooms

On the day appomted, the Provisional Master, his Wardens, Chaplain,
Marshal and a sufficient number of brethren, meet in a convenient room
near the Lodge Hall to be dedicated and open a Provisional Lodge.

At the same time the Officers of the Lodge to be dedicated shall
assemble in the Lodge Room and open a Master Masons Lodge.

When the Provisional Master is ready to enter, the Tyler will make an
alarm and announce his presence and that of the Provisional Lodge.
The Order of Procession for the Provisional Lodge is as follows:
Grand Tyler and Grand Marshal
Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer
Grand Junior Warden
Grand Senior Warden
Deputy Grand Master
Grand Master under the crossed staffs of
Grand Senior and Grand Junior Deacons

On entering the Lodge the Provisional Lodge will form a double line at
the West side of the Aliar, facing inward. The Marshal of the Provisional
Lodge shall then conduct the Grand Master through the Lines to his seat in
the East; the Deputy Grand Master to his seat with the Grand Master;
the Grand Senior Warden to his seat in the West and the Grand Jumior
Warden through the lines to his seat in the South. The remaining officers
shall agmn form procession and move around the Lodge Hall, counter clock-
wise, each officer leaving the procession as it reaches his place in the Lodge.

After the Officers of the Provisional Lodge have reached their stations
and places and been seated, the ceremony shall proceed as follows:

The Worshipful Master of the Lodge whose hall is to be dedicated, or
someone designated by him will address the Provisional Master, saying.

Most (or Right) Worshipful Sir:

The Brethren of ... Lodge No. ......_...
being animated with a desire to promote the honor and interest
of the Craft, have, at great pains and expense, erected a Masonic
Hall for their convenience and accommodation. They are desirous
that the same should be examined by the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge, and if it should meet with their approbation, that it be
solemnly dedicated to Masonic purposes agreeably to ancient
form.
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Here the words of the Ode; "Master Supreme, Acc‘ept Our Prmse”"szy
be read by the Chaplain or sung by the Brethren using the tune: "Duke
Street” from the hymmal:

Master Supreme, accept our praise;
Still bless this consecrated band;

Parent of light, llume owr ways

And guide us by Thy sovereign hand.
May Faith, Hope, Charity, dwine,
Here hold therr undwided reign
Friendship and Harmony combine

To soother our cares—-to banish pain.
May pity dwell within each breast,
Relief attend the suffering poor;
Thousands by this, our Lodge, be blest
Tl worth, distressed, shall want no more.

The Deputy Grand Master arises and says:
Most Worshipful:
The Hall in which we are now assembled, and the plan upon
which it has been constructed, having met with your approbatlon,
it is the desire of the Fratemity that it should be dedicated ac-

cording to ancient form and usage. ) .
rshal will then form a procession, m the same Of
hlsted?hzlleiet};;en except those who entered with the Provmonle Lodge
shall reman seated. The Grrand Master 'unll. lead the procession or:;z
around the Lodge m a clockwise direction, while the lﬂ*ethrez smg Or"old
Chayplain reads the Ode “Genius of Masonry Descend” to the tune

Hundred” in the hymnal.
Genus of Masonry descend,
And with thee bring thy spotless train
Constant our sacred rites a;“t‘elnd.
we adore thy peaceful reign.

The Grand Ma‘s/:/etul:wd Deputy Grand Master shal{‘ take :h;‘:rdp:zces
on the East side of the table or stand on whic-h the “Lodge m: cen
placed, the Grand Senior Warden on the West side a.nal the Grc} ]Iun:;::
Warden on the South side at the conclusion of the first processwn[.) f
“Lodge” be covered, such ocovering shall now be removed by the L ewconf:

The Grand Officers having reached their places around theh L(();dg:d
the Grand Junior Warden shall present the Vessel of Corn to the Gra
Master, saymg:

Grand Junior Warden:

Most Worshipful: . .
In the dedication of Masonic Halls, it has been of immemor-
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ial custom to pour Comn upon the Lodge, as an emblem of nour-
ishment. I, therefore, present you this Vessel of Corn to be em-
ployed by you according to ancient usage.

The Grand Master strikes the Table three times with his gavel, then
takes the Vessel of Corn in both hands, holds it aloft, then lowering it, pours
the Corn upon the Lodge, sayings

Grand Master: In the name of the Great Jehovah, to whom

be all honor and glory, I do solomnly dedicate this house to
Freemasonry.”

Brethren, the Grand Honors. (The Grand Homors are given
three times three) One rap.
The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens will then
join the procession which moves a second time around the Lodge
Bring with thee Virtue, brightest maid
Bring Love, bring Truth, bring Friendship here;
While social mirth shall lend her aid
To smooth the wrmkled brow of care.

After this processson has been made and the Grand Master with his
officers are agam assembled around the Lodge, the Grand Senior Warden
presents the Vessel of Wine to the Grand Master, saying:

Grand Senior Warden:

Most Worshipful.

Wine, the emblem of refreshment, having been used by our
ancient brethren in the dedication and consecration of their
Lodges, I present you this Vessel of Wine to be used on the
present occasion according to ancient Masonic form.

The Grand Master gives three raps and takes the vessel m both hands,
holds it aloft, then lowering it, sprinkles the Wine upon the Lodge, saymng:

Grand Master: In the name of the Holy Saints John, I do
solemnly dedicate this Hall to Virtue.

Brethren, the Grand Honors twice. (The Grand Homnors are
twice given.) One rap.

The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens then
rejoin the Procession which moves a third time around the Lodge, the thud
verse of the Ode being sung during the procession.

Bring Charnty, with goodness ¢crowned
Encircled 1w Thy heavenly robe.
Diffuse thy blessings all around

To every corner of the globe.
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i ocession. is comypleted and the Grand Master with his
officeésﬁzrred;:aig assembled around the Lodge, ‘the Deputy Grand Master
presents the Vessel of Oil to the Grand Master, saying:

Deputy Grand Master:
Most Worshipful: ' .
1 present to you, to be used according to ancient custom, this
vessel of Oil, an emblem of that joy which should animate each

bosom on the completion of every important undertaking.

The Grand Master gives one rap and takes the Ve‘ssel of Oil in both
hands, holds it aloft, then lowering it, will sprinkle oil upon the Lodge,
saymg(}’rand Master: In the name of the whole Fraternity, I do
solemnly dedicate this Lodge to Universal Benevolence.

Brethren, the Grand Honors thrice. (The Grand Honors,
three times three are thrice given.)

The Grand Chaplain then makes a solemn invocation to Heaven saymg.

Grand Chaplain: May the Lord, the giver c?f every gpod \:fnfl
perfect gift, bless the brethren here assembled in all their 1af o
undertakings, and grant to each of them a needful supply o.] .
Corn of Nourishment, the Wine of Refreshment and the Oil o

dness. One rap.
o ;I;:: g}:cms will imme:ljiately cover the Lodge with the cloth removed
at the beginnng of the ceremony.

The Explanatory Lecture is then delivered.:

Explanatory Lecture.

The ceremonies which we have performec_l here are not unt-l
meaning rites, nor the amusing pageants of an idle hourf but etacio
has a solemn and instructive import. Permit me to point ou °
you, and to impress upon your minds the ennobling sentimen
they are so well adapted to convey. .

This Hall, designed and built by Wisdom, supported by
Strength and adomed by Beauty, we first_consecrated in the l;1ame
of the great Jehovah. This teaches us, 1n all ouf WOI'.kS, Itegu;l
and finished, to ackmowledge, adote and mag,ndy. Him. T t
minds us, also, to enter the door of the Ijodge. in His fear, to pu
our trust in Him while passing through its trials, and to hope in
Him for the reward of its labors.

MANUAL OF CEREMONIES 59

Let, then, the altar at the center of this Lodge be devoted to
His service and the lofty arch of its ceiling resound with His
praise. May the eye which seeth in secret witness here the sincere
and unaffected piety which withdraws from the engagements of
the world to silence and privacy, that it may be exercised with
less interruption and less ostentation.

Our march around the Lodge reminds us of the travels of
human life, in which Masonry is an enlightened, a safe and pleas-
ant path, Its tessellated pavement of Mosaic work intimates to us
the checkered diversity and uncertainty of human affairs. Our
step is time; our progression, eternity.

Following our ancient Constitutions, with mystic rites we
dedicate this Hall to Freemasonry.

Our best attachments are due to the Craft. In its prosperity
we find our joy, and, paying it honor, we honor ourselves. But
its worth transcends our highest praise, and its glory will outsound
our anthems.

Brethren, it is a matter of pride that we have our names
inscribed on the record of Freemasonry. May it be our highest
ambition that they should shed luster upon the immortal page.

This Hall has also been dedicated to Virtue.

This worthy approbation will always be duly regarded, while
the moral duties which our sublime lectures inculcate, with af-
fecting and impressive pertinency, are cherished in our hearts and
illustrated in our lives.

As Freemasonry aims to enliven the spirit of Philanthropy,
and promote the cause of Charity, so we dedicate this Hall to
Universal Benevolence, in the assurance that every brother will
dedicate his affections and his abilities to the same generous pur-
pose; that while he displays a warm and cordial affection to those
who are of the Household of the Faith, he will extend his ben-
evolent regards and good wishes to the whole family of mankind.

Such, my brethren, is the significant meaning of the solemn
rites we have just performed, because such are the peculiar duties
of every Lodge. We need not enlarge upon them now, nor show
how they diverge, as rays from a center, to enlighten, improve and
to cheer the whole circle of life. Their import and their application
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is familiar to all of you. In their knowledge and their exercise may

you fulfill the high purposes of Freemasonry.
After the Lecture, an address may be delwered. 1f there be no address
the Provisional Lodge 15 closed by the Grand Master in ample form.

losed by the Grand
the Master Masons Lodge may be c
’\/Ius:rhe}::af:: 1owrz,eofftcers or continue at labor durmg the will and pleasure

of the Master, at his election.
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Institution of a Lodge Under

Dispensation

The Grand Master having issued a Dispensation authorizing the Lodge
to be formed and opened for the purpose of wmitiating Entered Apyprentices,
passing Fellow Crafts and raissng Master Masons may thereafter designate
some Grand Officer, District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master to insti-
tute the new Lodge and set it to work.

On the day appointed, the Provisional Master, his Wardens, Chaplain,
Marshal and a sufficient number of brethren, meet m a convenient room
near the Lodge Hall and open a Provisional Lodge.

At the same time the brethren of the Lodge to be set to work shall
assemble, with the officers wn thewr places, but, not yet being wstituted, no
Lodge shall be opened.

When the Provisional Master 15 ready to enter, the Tiler will make
an alarm and announce his presence and that of the Provisional Lodge

The Order of Procession for the Provisional Lodge is as follows.

The Tiler and Marshal

Secretary and Treasurer

Senior and Junior Wardens,

The Deputy Grand Master (if present)

The Provisional Master under the crossed staffs of
The Senior and Junior Deacons.

On entering the Lodge hall the Provisional Lodge will form a double
line at the West side of the Altar, facing mward. The Marshal of the Pro-
visional Lodge shall then conduct the Provisional Master through the lines
to his seat m the East; the Deputy Grand Master, if present, to his seat at
the Grand Master's right hand, the Senior Warden to s seat m the West,
the Junior Warden to his seat m the South, all passing between the lines
to the West side of the Altar thence to thew seats. The remaning officers.
shall again form processior. and move around the Lodge, counter clockwise,
each officer leaving the procession as it reaches his place in the Lodge.

After the Officers of the Provisional Lodge have reached thew stations.
and places and have been seated, the cermony shall proceed as follows:

Deputy Grand Master (If absent, the Marshal):

Right Worshipful (or Most Worshipful) a number of breth-
ren, duly instructed in the mysteries, being desirous of starting a
new Lodge in this place, have met together, formulated and
signed a petition for Dispensation to form and open a new Lodge
from this time until the next Annual Communication of the Grand
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Lodge, have now assembled and desire to be instit}xted that they
may l;egin working as a Lodge Under Dispens'amn, agreeably
to the ancient customs and usages of the Fraternity.

(The Grand Master or Provisional Master will then command that the
Dispensation be read.)

Provisional Master:

We will now proceed, according to ancient custom 8) ;et
these brethren to work and institute .them as a'Lod(fet ﬂlll rt;r
Dispensation, by virtue of the Dispensation already issued to them.

The Brothe: selected to be Master of the Lodge is then presented to the
Provisional Master.

- Brother who
Right Worshipfut, I present you er . oo ooy
has bee1g1h named in the Warrant of Dispensation to the first Master

of this new Lodge.

Provisional Master: '
My Brother, by virtue of the power vested in the C}i;a?‘i
‘Master of Masons in Virginia, you have t:,zn nimcl:ed z)nV:;zca{)ion
i om
‘Master of this new Lodge until the next Apnua :
J;I;a(:ui[(;)rand Lodge. I now call your attention to alfl of ;t,fd anc;ii;
' i irected to the Master ol 2 ge ar
charges and regulations direc . ' lge a0d
of this Lodge n stric
command that you conduct the business e
i f our Grand Lodge. Guar
] dance with these and the laws O : uar
::’:;? rchnWest Gate of your Lodge and let none be admitted within
its portals save good men and true.

Your Lodge, while under Dispf.:nSfm'on, may n(,);h::évem:
seal, adopt by-laws or name the principal officers. e ot
appointed by the Grand Master. You may levy an e
against your members to defray the necessary exper‘lged of ihe
Lodge and perform al] such acts as may be prescri
Methodical Digest of the 1aws of our Grand Lodge.

(In like manner the two brethren named Wardens are then presented.)
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Deputy Grand Master (If absent, the Marshal):

Right Worshipful, I now present to you Brothers C. D. and
E. F., who have been named Senior and Junior Wardens of this
Lodge in its Warrant of Dispensation.

Provisional Master:

My Brethren, being convinced of your good intentions, you
have been appointed Wardens of this new Lodge in full confi-
dence of your care, capacity and skill to perform the duties which
appertain to those offices. Support the Worshipful Master, pro-
mote peace and harmony within your walls and look well to the
honor, reputation and usefulness of your Lodge.

The brethren shall then gather around the altar of the Lodge and with
the Officers of the Provisional Lodge at the East, West and South sides of
it, all shall kneel while the Chaplain offers the following prayer

Chaplain:

Great Architect of the Universe, Bless us in the purposes of
our present assembly. Lift up the hands of those who have been
named to lead this new Lodge of Brethren and strengthen the
arms of the members that they may fashion a new circle of
brotherhood in this community.

We humbly invoke Thee to give us wisdom in all our doings,
strength of mind in all our difficulties and beauty of harmony in
all gur communications and may this Lodge be ever conscious of
its duty to Thee, to their neighbors and to themselves.

Amen,
Provisional Master:

In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Vir-
ginia and by the power vested in the office of Grand Master of
Masons in Virginia, I do now form you, my beloved brethren,.
into a Lodge Under Dispensation. You are from henceforth,
until the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge, im
February next ensuing, empowered to exercise all of the privileges
of such a Lodge Under Dispensation as are specified in the laws
of our Grand Lodge and may the Supreme Architect of the
Universe bless, prosper and counsel you in all your doings.
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Response:
So mote it be!

After the brethren have returned to their seats the Pravistonal Master
shall then call up the Lodge with three raps and command.

The Grand Honors, Brethren (three times three)

One rap.
The Provisional Lodge is then closed in the usual manner.
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Ceremony of Consecrating, Dedicating

and Constituting a New Lodge
On the day appointed, the Provisional Master, his Wardens, Chaplain,

Marshal and a sufficient number of brethren, meet 1n a comvenient room
near the Lodge to be constituted and open a Master Masons Lodge.

At the same time, the officers of the new Lodge to be constituted shall
assemble in the Lodge Room and open the Lodge U.D. as a Master Masons
Lodge.

gThe Holy Bible, Square and Compasses and the Book of Constitutions
are placed upon the table in fromt of the Master. The "Lodge” is placed
upon a platform covered with a white cloth and encompassed by the three
tapers and the vessels of Corn, Wine and Oil.

The Master of the Lodge to be constituted shall tramsmit, either in
verson or by one of his Past Masters, the following message to the Master
of the Provisional Lodge:

Most Worshipful (or Right Worshipful):

The officers and brethren of .. ... .. Lodge, who
have now assembled in the adjacent hall, have instructed me to
inform you that the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Virginia
was pleased to grant them a charter authorizing them to form and
open a Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons in the
(city or county) of ... ... They are now desirous that
their Lodge should be constituted and their officers installed in
due and ancient form; for which purpose they are now met, and
await your pleasure.

The Provisional Master:

Inform the brethren that I will forthwith attend and comply
with their desire.

When this notice has been given, the Provisional Lodge walks m
procession to the Hall of the new Lodge.

The Counstituting Officers shall form a double line at the West side
of the Altar and thereafter the Marshal of the Provisional Lodge shall
conduct the Provisional Master, and each of the Wardens of the Provisional
Lodge indwidually to therr seats in the East, West and Scuth. The re-
maming Officers shall then form a procession and move around the Lodge
Hall, counter clockwise, each officer leaving the procession as it reaches
his place in the Lodge.

When all of the Officers of the Provisional Lodge are mn their stations
and places, the Provisional Master, 1f he desires, may call upon the Pro-
visional Chaplamm for prayer appropriate to the occasion.
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Such prayer may be followed by the singing of an appropriate Ode:
Tune: Duke Street

How Blest the sacred tie that binds,

In sweet communion kindred minds!

How swift the heavenly course they run,
Whose hearts, whose faith, whose hope are one.

Nor shall the glowing flame expire,
When dimly burns frail Nature's fire,
Then shall they meet in realms above,
A heaven of joy, a heaven of love.

The Grand Marshal then forms the officers and members of the New
Lodge in front of the Grand Master. The Grand Marshal then addresses
the Provisional Master:

Most Worshipful (or Right Worshipful):

A number of brethren duly instructed in the mysteries of
Masonry, having assembled together at stated periods, by virtue
of a Dispensation granted them for that purpose, do now desire
to be constituted into a regular Lodge, agreeably to the ancient
usages and customs of the Fraternity.

Here the Marshal presents the Dispensation and records to the Pro-
visional Master, who, after examination thereof, proclaims:

The Provisional Master:

The records appear to be correct, and are approved. Upon
due deliberation, the Grand Lodge has granted the brethren of
this new Lodge a Charter, establishing and confirming them in
the rights and privileges of a regularly constituted Lodge, which
the Secretary will now read.

After the Charter is read, the Master says:

We shall now proceed to constitute these brethren into a
regular Lodge.

The Marshal then seats all of the members of the new Lodge, forming
the Officers of it in front of the East. The Officers of the new Lodge
will then déliver their jewels to the Master, who presents them with his
own to the Marshal, who in turn presents them to the Provisional Maser.

The Provisional Master shall then present the Master named in the
Charter, saying:
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Provisional Master:
[ present you Brother . rirrev , whom t.he members
of the Lodge, now to be constituted, have chosen their Master.

You will face the West,

Brethren: Behold Brother ... R , v'vhom you h.ave
elected as your Master. Do you remain satisfied with your choice?

The Brethren give their assent: We do.

The Senior and Junior Wardens are presented in the same manner
and the same question asked of the brethren concerning each.

CEREMONY OF CONSECRATION

Pruvisional Master:
The Marshal will assemble the members around the “Lodge.”
They will be formed in a circle so as to leave on opewing at the East,
West and South. Those joining in the forming of the circle should be only
the members of the Provisional Lodge with the Master and Wardens of the
Provisional Lodge. The remainder of the brethren remain in their seats.

Ode: Tune Old Hundred
Genius of Masonry descend
And with thee bring thy spotless train
Constant our sacred rites atiend
W hile we adore thy peaceful reign.

The Provisional Master, Wardens and Chaylain will then take their
respective stations around the Lodge (the Chaplain at the Mast.er’s left).
The Marshal uncovers the Lodge, when all will kneel on the right knee,
and the Chaplain delivers the first clause of the Consecraiing Prayer, as
follows:

Chaplain:

Great Architect of the Universe! Maker and Ruler of all
Worlds! Deign from Thy Celestial Temple, from realms of light
and glory, to bless us in all the purposes of our pres?nt asse.mbly.
We humbly invoke Thee to give us at this and at all times, wisdom
in all our doings, strength of mind in all our difficulties, and the
beauty of harmony in all our communications.

Permit us, O Thou Author of Light and Life, Great Source
of Love and Happiness, to erect this Lodge, and now solemnly
consecrate it to the honor of Thy Glory.
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Response: So mote it be!
Chaplain: Amen!

The Marshal then hands the wvessel contaming the Corn to the
Provisional Master, saymg:

Marshal:

Most Worshipful: 1 present you this vessel of Corn, an em-
blem of nourishment and consecration, that it may be used in
accordance with ancient custom.

The Provisional Master takes the vessel in both hands, rases 1t over

his head and then, holding it in his right hand only, sprinkles corm upon
the “Lodge,” saying:

Provisional Master:

With this comn of nourishment, we do symbolize the erection,
in a spiritual sense, of this Lodge and do dedicate it to God, the
Supreme Architect of the Universe. May it ever live in our hearts
as such and may all of those who come into its fellowship be
bound together by His Holy Spirit.

The Provisional Master then places the vesscl upon the table and,

taking his gavel, strikes the table thrice. Thereafter, he kneels with the
other brethren.

The Marshal then takes the vessel of wine and presents it to the
Senior Warden, saying:

Marshal:

Right Worshipful: Wine has ever been considered the em-
blem of refreshment by our ancient brethren, used especially
for the consecration of Lodges as places of refuge and refresh-
ment from the cares of the world. This vessel I now present you
to be used in accordance with ancient Masonic custom.

The Semior Warden takes the vessel in both hands, raises 1t over his

head and then, holding it m his right hand, sprinkles the wine upon the
Lodge, saying:

Senior Warden:
With this wine do we now dedicate and consecrate this
Lodge to the memory of the Holy Saints John.

The Senior Warden returns the vessel to the table and, taking his
gavel, strikes the table thrice, thereafter kneeling with his brethren.
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The Marshal then takes the vessel containing the ol and presents it
to the Junior Warden, saying:
Marshal:

I present you this vessel of oil, a symbol of joy and gladness,
the virtues which should animate every bosom when met together
around the altar of our Lodge. Let it be used for the ancient
Masonic purpose for which it was intended.

The Junior Warden takes the vessel in both hands and raises it above
his head, then, holding it in his right hand, sprinkles a few drops upon the
“Lodge.”

Junior Warden:
With this Oil of Joy and Gladness, we do consecrate this

Lodge to the ideals of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, and may
these always shine forth from its altar into the midst of this
community and become the true symbols of the light of Free-
masonry everywhere.

The Jumor Warden replaces the vessel upon the table and ihereafier
strikes the surface of the table thrice with his gavel and kneels with the
rest of the brethren.

Chaplain;

Vouchsafe, O Lord, our God, that the elements of consecra-
tion, which we have devoutedly sprinkled upon this Lodge, ever
be true symbols and sure harbingers of Thy bounties to the
brethren composing it. May they and all of us be abundantly
blessed with the Corn of Nourishment, the Wine of Refreshment
and the Oil of Joy and Gladness.

Grant, O Lord, our God, that those who are now about to
be invested with the government of this Lodge may be endued
with wisdom to instruct the brethren in all their duties. May
brotherly love, relief and truth always prevail among us and all
the members of this Lodge, and may this bond of union continue
to strengthen the Lodges throughout the whole world. Bless all
our brethren wheresoever dispersed, and grant speedy relief to all
who are depressed or distressed. We affectionately commend to
Thee all members of Thy whole family. May they increase in
grace, in knowledge of Thee, and in love of each other. Finally,
may we finish all our works here below with Thy Approbation;
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;nd hlave our transition from this earthly abode to Thy heavenly
emple above there to enjoy life; glory and bliss ineffabl
be to God on High. ’ etfable. Glory

Response: As it was in the beginning, i
1se: ginning, is now, and ever shall
be, so mote it be. Amen. ’ S

The brethren all rise at this point.

CEREMONY OF DEDICATION
The Chaplain then dedicates the Lodge with the following words:
Chaplain:
To the memory of the Holy Sts. John, we dedicate this

Loc.lge.. May every brother revere their characters and imitate
their virtues. Glory be to God on High.

Response:

. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. So mote it be. Amen.

Wor dI—i:re so‘gem;lt music may be introduced while the Provisional Master, the
s and others return to their places in the Lod d wi
one rap of the Master's gavel. e and e seated with

CEREMONY OF CONSTITUTION
Provisional Master:

We shall now p{oceed, according to ancient usage, to consti-
tute these brethren into a regular Lodge, and to install their
officers.

T?le Marshal shall cause the members of the new Lodge to form a
procession and march around the Lodge in a clockwise direction with their
arms crossed upon their breasts. The procession shall march two abreast and
as each of the lines arrive opposite the station of the Master, they shall halt
and make the due guard and sign of the first degree on the first procession.
of the second degree on the second procession, and the due guard and sigr:

of the Degree of Master Mason on the final ;
their places as before. e final procession and shall then take

Provisional Master:

. In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Vir-
ginia, I now constitute and form you, my beloved brethren, into
a regular Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. From
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henceforth I empower you to meet as a regular Lodge, constituted
in conformity to the rites of our Order and the Charges of our

Ancient and Honorable Fraternity, and may the Supreme Archi-
tect of the Universe direct and counsel you in all your doings.

Response: So mote it be! Amen!

The Grand Honmors are then given (three times three). The brethren
are seated, and the Provisional Master directs the Marshal to present the
Master-elect in the East for installation. When the new Master has been
installed and saluted, the Marshal will present, in like manner, the Senior
and Junior Wardens, who will be installed and conducted to their stations,.
after which the remaining officers are presented, installed and seated. The
charge to the brethren is thereafter read.

The Marshal will then make the proclamation as follows:

In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons, of the State of Virginia, I proclaim

{his new Lodge by the name, title and designation of . .-
Lodge, No. .........., duly consecrated, dedicated and constituted.

BENEDICTION
Chaplain:

May the God of our Fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, the Holy One of Israel, who sanctificth you; the Angel
of the Covenant who hath redeemed you from evil, bless and
preserve you forever in His Holy keeping.

THE PROVISIONAL LODGE CLOSED

Provisional Master:

(Three raps of gavel) Brother Senior Warden, the purpose
for which this Provisional Lodge was opened having been ac-
complished, it is my order that it be now closed. This you will
communicate to the Junior Warden in the South that the brethren
having due notice thereof may govern themselves accordingly.

Senior Warden:
Brother Junior Warden, it is the order of the Worshipful

Master that this Provisional Lodge be now closed, this you will
report to the brethren that they, having due notice thereof, may
govern themselves accordingly.
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Junior Warden:

Brethren, take due notice thereof and let it be accordingly so
done.

Provisional Master:
The Provisional Lodge is now closed. (One rap of gavel.)

, The Officers of the regular Lodge thereafter resume their stations and
places.
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Reception of the Grand Master
Open
Present Flag

As soon as the flag is returned to its place in the Lodge, the
Tiler should make an alarm and when answered by the Junior
Deacon, the Tiler will state:

“Most Worshipful . -
Grand Master of Masons in Virginia is in waiting.”

(The Junior Deacon makes no response to the Tiler, but closes
the door and reports to the Worshipful Master as follows:)

“Most Worshipful ..
Grand Master of Masons in Virginia is in waiting, Worshxpful

”

The Worshipful Master will name the Committee to wait on
the Grand Master:

The District Deputy Grand Master of the District to which
the Grand Master is paying his visit should make the presentation,
unless otherwise directed by the Grand Master.

The Worshipful Master will instruct the Junior Deacon to
permit the Committee to retire.

When the Grand Master is ready to enter, the Tiler will make
an alarm and when answered by the Junior Deacon, the Tiler will
say: “The Committee with the Grand Master.”

(The ]umor Deacon makes no response to the Tiler, but closes
the door and reports to the Worshipful Master as follmvs )

“The Committee with the Grand Master, Worshipful.”
The Worshipful Master will give the Senior Deacon sufficient

time to get to his place at the door and will then say: “Admit
them.”
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The Junior Deacon will then open the door and say: “Admit
them.”

(As soon as the Grand Master enters, have all lights dimmed
or extinguished, except the letter “G” and the Altar lights.)

The Worshipful Master will immediately remove his hat and
call the Lodge up.

The Deacons will form an arch over the Grand Master only
and proceed to the Altar. The Committee, in triangular form, will
walk two steps behind the Grand Master. The Deacons upon ar-
riving at the Altar will face each other and spread the arch to
permit two members of the Committee to stand at the right and
left of the Grand Master. The District Deputy Grand Master of
the District to which the Grand Master is paying his visit should
be to the right of the Grand Master and make the presentation.

(The Deacons hold the arch over the Grand Master and the
two members of the Committee during the presentation.)

After the presentation, the Worshipful Master should address
the Grand Master, using words of his own choice, then ask that
he do him the further honor of continuing to the East.

(The arch is held over the Grand Master only from the Altar
to the East; the Committee, in triangular form, will walk two steps
behind the Grand Master.)

As soon as the Grand Master mounts the first step of the
dais, the Deacons uncross their staffs and carry them in the nor-
mal fashion, and immediately return to their respective places.

When the Worshipful Master has escorted the Grand Master
to the top of the dais, the lights come on full.

The Worshipful Master will present the Grand Master to the
Lodge and cause him to be saluted, after which he will hand the
gavel to the Grand Master, who will seat the Lodge.

The Grand Master will probably tell the Worshipful Master
that he will defer his remarks until after the business of the Lodge
has been concluded. He will also probably suggest to the Wor-
shipful Master that he will, no doubt, desire to recognize and
welcome the distinguished guests who are present this evening.

(The Grand Master will remove his hat and take a seat to the
left of the Worshipful Master who will again be covered.)
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The Worshipful Master should then state the purpose of the
meeting as follows:

1. If the Grand Master is paying his Official Visit to a par-
ticular Lodge, the Worshipful Master will say:

“Brethren, this Communication has been called for the pur-
pose of receiving the Grand Master of Masons in Virginia in
Lodge No. _oooee on the occasion

of his Official Visit.”

2. If the Grand Master is paying his Official Visit to the
District, the Worshipful Master will say;

“Brethren, this Communication has been called for the pur-
pose of receiving the Grand Master of Masons in Virginia on the
occasion of his Official Visit to the ...... ... ... Masonic District,
e ——-- Lodge No. having been selected as the
“host Lodge.”

Note: If Official Visit is made on a Stated Communication,
a slight change in wording will be necessary.

The Worshipful Master should have the Dispensation read
at this time, provided one has been issued by the Grand Master.

Note: If Stated Communication, complete all necessary bus-
iness as promptly as possible, then start with intro-
ductions.

If a Special Communication has been called, start
with introductions as soon as the Dispensafion has
been read.

The Worshipful Master will remain seated and extend a gen-
eral welcome to all brethren, expressing his appreciation to the
visitors for their presence at the time ... . Lodge/District
is being honored by a visit from the Most Worshipful Grand
Master.

The Worshipful Master will remain seated and say:

“I will ask all members and visitors, who have not served as
Worshipful Master, to rise.” The Worshipful Master will welcome
these brethren, call for a round of applause, and seat them with
one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will next ask all Past Masters and
Past District Deputy Grand Masters, who do not hold office or
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title in the Grand Lodge, to rise. The Worshipful Master will
stand, greet these brethren, call for a round of applause and seat
them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will then request (Worshipful), (Right
Worshipful) ...
(Past Master or Past District Deputy Grand Master)
to introduce the heads of all Appendant Bodies at their seats, re-
questing that brethren remain standing until final introduction is
made. The Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them, call for
a round of applause, and seat them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will then request (Worshipful), (Right
Worshipful) .
(Past Master or Past District Deputy Grand Master)
to introduce all Grand Lodge Committeemen, Grand Lodge
Representatives, District Educational Officers, and District Instruc-
tors of Work at their seats, requesting that brethren remain
standing until final introduction is made. The Worshipful Master
will stand, welcome them, call for a round of applause, and seat

them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will request all Worshipful Masters
to assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee composed of

and e e e e
(Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the

Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them, and ask that they

continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, request the Wor-

shipful Masters to face the West, be saluted, and ask Worshipful

e e e e k4 en e e e e e to respond.

The Worshipful Master will request all District Deputy Grand
Masters 1o assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee com-

posed of o el
(Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

and o e

to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the

Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them, and ask that they
continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, receive them in
the East, request them to face the West, have them saluted and
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request Right Worshipful ... . ..
‘to respond.

(It 15 customary to request the District Deputy Grand Master
of the District in which Official Visit is being held to respond.)

_ The Worshipful Master will then request all Grand Lodge
Officers, except the Deputy Grand Master and Past Grand Masters
who are Officers of the Grand Lodge, to assemble at the Altar and
appoint a Committee composed of .. ... ... . .
(District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy

Grand Master or Past Master)
and | e
(District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy
Grand Master or Past Master)
to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the
Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them and ask that they
continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, receive them in
the East, request them to face the West, have them saluted, and
request (Worshipful) (Right Worshipful) ... . _ .
e e e To respond.

The Worshipful Master will then appoint a Committee com-
posed of . . .
(Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand Master,

Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand hasteguoz Pa.rstthast;'S)er
(Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand M

Worshipful Master, Past District Depf;ty Gralvidﬂilast?rmoz Pa;?nMastears)ter’
to present the Deputy Grand Master at the Altar. After he has
been presented, the Worshipful Master will stand, welcome him
and ask that he continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, re-
ceive him in the East and have him saluted, after which he should
be tendered the gavel and requested to seat the Lodge and, if
he so desires, to address the brethren.

The Worshipful Master will request all Past Grand Masters
t(f) assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee composed
ol o .

(Grand Lodge Of; ficer, District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master,
Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

to present these brethren. After the Past Grand Masters have been

presented the Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them and
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ask that they continue to the East. Request them to face the
West, salute them and ask Most Worshipful ... .
to respond.

After the last presentation, it is suggested that the Worship-
ful Master then turn to the Grand Master and tell him this con-
cludes the business of the Lodge (If a Stated Communication)
and the presentation of the guests. The Worshipful Master should
then ask the Grand Master to assume the East.

The Worshipful Master should stand after the Grand Mas-
ter’s address and thank him for his visit to ... .. .
Lodge or Masonic District,

The Grand Master may ask the Secretary if he wishes to have
permission granted to dispense with the reading of the minutes.
However, the Secretary should have the minutes in such condition
and form that they may be read and approved if necessary.

Close Lodge.

Things to Remember

1—Appoint a Committee to see that each person to be in-
troduced completes the proper registration slip.

2——Where possible, and in order to avoid delays, set up a
table or tables at which various groups can register simultaneously;
give consideration to the preparation of a placard showing, for
example, “Worshipful Masters will please register here,” ete.
Station a member of the Registration Committee at each Regis-
tration Station to collect registration slips immediately upon com-
pletion. After final registration, the completed slips should be
handed to the Worshipful Master of the host Lodge in order that
he may turn them over to those who will be making the introduc-
tions or presentations (it will facilitate handling if ordinary paper
clips are used to keep various categories separated). After each
presentation the Committee should hand these registration slips
to the Secretary for recording in the minutes.

3—Determine that all equipment essential for the presenta-
tion of the Grand Master is in place, i.e., clean white gloves for
Presentation Committee members, candles, matches, etc.

MANUAL OF CEREMONIES 79

4—Make certain that seating arrangements are adequate,
also determine that there is a sufficient supply of clean white
aprons on hand.

S—Alert the members of Presentation Committees to be
present and prepared for the meeting; enter their names on the
lines provided in this outline. Stress to them the desirability of
brief mtroductions; emphasize that introductions are made to the
Worshipful Master and not “through you to the Lodge, etc.”

6—Determine the Grand Master’s pleasure concerning his
preference for members of the Committee named to present him.

. 7—Prior to the meeting ask the Grand Master when he de-
sires to present his remarks; also, determine if he desires to close
the Lodge and/or give the Charge at closing.

8—Work out in detail the program for the evening. Pre-
sentation of an advance copy of the agenda to the Grand Master
would be most appreciated.

9—Appoint someone to extinguish or dim the lights when
the Grand Master enters the Lodge and to turn them on again
when he is received in the East. (Lights are turned on again as
the Grand Master mounts the third step or reaches the level of
the Master’s chair when the East is on a raised platform or stage.)

10—1If the Grand Master’s visit must be at a Stated Com-
munication, limit all business to that which is absolutely necessary,
remembering that the principle purpose of the meeting is to re-
ceive the Grand Master.

11—Clear _all announcements, comments, etc., before the
Grand Master rises to speak. No one should speak or make an-
nouncements after the Grand Master has delivered his address.
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Reception of
The District Deputy Grand Master

Open
Present Flag

As soon as the flag is returned to its place in the Lodge, the
Tiler should make an alarm and when answered, by the Junior
Deacon, the Tiler will state:

“Right Worshipful ..
District Deputy Grand Master for the ... Masonic
District is in waiting.”

(The Junior Deacon makes no response to the Tiler, but closes
the door and reports to the Worshipful Master as follows:)

“Right Worshipful .
District Deputy Grand Master for the ... ... Masonic
District is in waiting, Worshipful.”

The Worshipful Master will name the Committee to wait on
the District Deputy Grand Master:

1.
2.

The Worshipful Master will instruct the Junior Deacon to
permit the Committee to retire.

When the District Deputy Grand Master is ready to enter,
the Tiler will make an alarm and when answered by the Junior
Deacon the Tiler will say: “The Committee with the District
Deputy Grand Master.”

(The Junior Deacon makes no response to the Tiler, but closes
the door and reports to the Worshipful Master as follows:)

“The Committee with the District Deputy Grand Master,
Worshipful.”

The Worshipful Master will give the Senior Deacon sufficient
time to get to his place at the door and will then say: “Admit
them.”
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The Junior Deacon will then open the door and say: “Admit
them.”

The Worshipfol Master, who remains seated, will remove his
hat as soon as the District Deputy Grand Master enters the Lodge
Room.

The Deacons will form an arch over the District Deputy
Grand Master only and proceed to the Altar.

The Committee will walk two steps behind the District
Deputy Grand Master. The Deacons upon arriving at the Altar
will face each other and spread the arch to permit the members
of the Committee to stand at the right and left of the District
Deputy Grand Master. The Committeeman standing at the right
of the District Deputy Grand Master should make the presentation.

(The Deacons hold the Arch over the District Deputy Grand
Master and the members of the Committee during the presentation.)

The Worshipful Master, after the presentation, will stand and
address the District Deputy Grand Master, using words of his own
choice, then ask that he continue to the East. The Worshipful
Master will then call the Lodge up.

The Deacons will immediately return to their respective
places. The Committee will escort the District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter from the Altar to the East. The Worshipful Master will pre-
sent the District Deputy Grand Master to the Lodge and cause
him to be saluted, after which he will hand the gavel to the Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master, who will seat the Lodge.

Assuming that the District Deputy Grand Master will pay his
Official Visit at the time of a Stated Communication, he will prob-
ably tell the Worshipful Master that he will defer his remarks un-
til after the business of the Lodge has been concluded and the
distinguished guests have been recognized and welcomed.

(The District Deputy Grand Master will then remove his hat
and take a seat to the left of the Worshipful Master, who will again
be covered.)

The Worshipful Master will complete all necessary business
as promptly as possible and then start with introductions.

The Worshipful Master will remain seated and extend a gen-
eral welcome to all brethren, expressing his appreciation to the
visitors for their presence at the time the Lodge is being honored
by a visit from the District Deputy Grand Master.
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The Worshipful Master will remain seated and say: “I will
ask all members and visitors, who have not served as Worshipful
Master, to rise.” The Worshipful Master will welcome these breth-
ren, call for a round of applause, and seat them with one rap of
the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will next ask all Past Masters and
Past District Deputy Grand Masters, who do not hold office or
title in the Grand Lodge, to rise. The Worshipful Master will
stand, greet these brethren, call for a round of applause, and seat
them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will then request (Worshipful), (Right
Worshipful) ..
(Past Master or Past District Deputy Grand Master)
to introduce the heads of all Appendant Bodies at their seats, re-
questing that brethren remain standing until final introduction is
made. The Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them, call for a

round of applause, and seat them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will then request (Worshipful), (Right
Worshipful) .
(Past Master or Past District Deputy Grand Master)
to introduce all Grand Lodge Committeemen, Grand Lodge
Representatives, District Educational Officers, and District Instruc-
tors of Work at their seats, requesting that brethren remain
standing until final introduction is made. The Worshipful Master
will stand, welcome them, call for a round of applause, and seat

them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will request all Worshipful Masters
t(f) assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee composed
O e

to present these brethren. After they have beéen presented, the
Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them and ask that they
continue to the East. He will request them to face the West, be
saluted, and ask Worshipful to respond.

The Worshipful Master will request all visiting District Deputy
Grand Masters to assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee
composed of ... ... e e

(Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)
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to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the
Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them and ask that they
continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, receive them in
the East, request them to face the West, have them saluted, and
request Right Worshipful .. ... . ... to respond.

The Worshipful Master will then request all Grand Lodge
Officers, except the Deputy Grand Master and Past Grand Masters
who are Officers of the Grand Lodge, to assemble at the Altar and
appoint a Committee composed of.. .......... ... R

(District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy
Grand Master or Past Master)

and _. e e e e e

(District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy
Grand Master or Past Master)

to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the
Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them, and ask that they
continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, receive them in
the East, request them to face the West, have them saluted, and
request (Worshipful) (Right Worshipful) ... .. . ..
ememe e ene ae enmnemeeme .10 TESpONA.

The Worshipful Master will then appoint a Committee com-

posed Of o e e e e
(Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand Master,
Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)
and e e et e e e e e
(Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officer, Dustrict Deputy Grand Master,
Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

to present the Deputy Grand Master at the Altar. After he has
been presented, the Worshipful Master will stand, welcome him
and ask that he continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up,
receive him in the East, and have him saluted, after which he
should be tendered the gavel, requested to seat the Lodge, and if
he so desires, to address the brethren.

The Worshipful Master will request all Past Grand Masters
to assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee composed
of

(Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master,
Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

and
(Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master,
Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)
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to present these brethren. After the Past Grand Masters have been
g;s?l?t:clh the Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them and

at they contmue to the East. Request them to face the W.
salute them and ask Most Worshipful _ o e
to respond.

After the last presentation, it is suggested that the Worshi
R/_Iaster. then turn to the District Dept%tgy Grand Masteroar.tsllcxllptfelll]l
him this concludes the business of the Lodge (if a Stated Com-
munication) and the presentation of the guests. The Worshipful
Master should then ask the District Deputy Grand Master to as-
sume the East.

If the District Deputy Grand Master does not choose to cl
) 0s
the Lodge, the Worshipful Master will again assume the Bast exe-:
press his appreciation to him for his presence and proceed to close
in the usual manner.
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Things to Remember

1—Appoint a Committee to see that each person to be in-
troduced completes the proper registration slip.

2—After the final registration, the completed slips should
be handed to the Worshipful Master in order that he may turn
them over to those who will be making the introductions or pres-
entations (it will facilitate handling if ordinary paper clips are
used to keep various ¢ategories separated). After each presenta-
tion the Committee should hand these registration slips to the
Secretary for recording in the minutes.

3—Make certain that there is sufficient seating available and
that there are extra seats/chairs on hand if needed; also, make
certain that there are sufficient clean white aprons on hand.

4—Alert the members of Presentation Committees to be pres-
ent and prepared for the meeting; enter their names on the lines
provided in this outline. Stress to them the desirability of brief
mtroductions; emphasize that introductions are made to the Wor-
shipful Master and not “through you to the Lodge, etc.”

5—Determine the District Deputy Grand Master’s pleasure
concerning his preference for members of the Committee to pre-
sent him.

6—Prior to the meeting ask the District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter when he desires to present his remarks; also, determine if he
desires to close the Lodge and/or give the Charge at closing.

7—Work out in detail the program for the evening. Presenta-
tion of an advance copy of the agenda to the District Deputy
Grand Master would be most thoughtful and appreciated.

8—Remember that the Lodge is not called up until the Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master has been presented at the Altar and
is proceeding to the East.

I
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Other Receptions

The following procedure is recommended for use on oc-
casions other than the Official Visit of the Grand Master or
District Deputy Grand Master. It is recommended that this not
be used for Called Communications, except in the case of special
functions.

At the appropriate time in the program:

The Worshipful Master will remain seated and say: I will
ask that all members and visitors, who have not served as Wor-
shipful Master, please rise.” The Worshipful Master will welcome
these brethren, call for a round of applause, and seat them with
one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will next ask all Past Masters and
Past District Deputy Grand Masters, who do not hold office or
title in the Grand Lodge, to rise. The Worshipful Master will
stand, greet these brethren, call for a round of applause, and seat
them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will then request (Worshipful), (Right
Worshipful) o e

(Past Master or Past Dist;zct Deputy Grand Master)

questing that brethren remain standing until final introduction is
made. The Wershipful Master will stand, welcome them, call for
a round of applause, and seat them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will then request (Worshipful), (Right
Worshipful) .
(Past Master or Past District Deputy Grand Master)
to introduce all Grand Lodge Committeemen, Grand Lodge
Representatives, District Educational Officers, and District Instruc-
tors of Work at their seats, requesting that brethren remain
standing until final introduction is made, The Worshipful Master
will stand, welcome them, call for a round of applause, and seat

them with one rap of the gavel.

The Worshipful Master will request all Worshipful Masters
to assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee composed

(Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)
to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the
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Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them and ask that they
continue to the East. He will request them to face the West, salute
them, and ask Worshipful ... . . .
_________________________________ to respond.

The Worshipful Master will request all visiting District Deputy
Grand Masters to assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee
composed of .. .. .
(Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

and . e et e
(Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the
Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them, and ask that they
continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, receive them in the
East, request them to face the West, have them saluted, and request
Right Worshipful ... to respond.

The Worshipful Master will then request all Grand Lodge
Officers, except the Deputy Grand Master and Past Grand Masters
who are Officers of the Grand I.odge, to assemble at the Altar and
appoint a Committee composed of -
(District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy

Grand Master or Past Master)

Y o A U SO
(District Deputy Grand Master, Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy
Grand Master or Past Master)
to present these brethren. After they have been presented, the
Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them, and ask that they
continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, receive them in
the East, request them to face the West, have them saluted, and
request (Worshipful) (Right Worshipful) ... . .

e e e tO Tespond.

The Worshipful Master will then appoint a Committee com-

posed of . o Ll e e e
(Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand Master,
Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

(Past Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officer, District Deputy Grand Master,
Worshipful Master, Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Master)

to present the Deputy Grand Master at the Altar. After he has
been presented, the Worshipful Master will stand, welcome him
and ask that he continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up,
receive him in the East, and have him saluted, after which he
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should be tendered the gavel, requested to seat t i
he so desires, to address the bret%ren. seat the Lodge, and if

The Worshipful Master will request all Past Grand Masters

t? assemble at the Altar and appoint a Committee composed
o

(Grand Lodge Officer, District bepu!y Grand Master, W. 1
Past District Deputy Grand Master or Pjsrt, Mgsrf:r,fful Master,

and _.

(Grand Lodge Officer, District b;puty Grand Master, Worshipful A -
f . ’ Sh
Past District Deputy Grand Master or Past Ma.:te;fful Master,

to present these brethren. After the Past Grand Masters have been
presented, the Worshipful Master will stand, welcome them and
ask that they continue to the East. Request them to face the West
salute them and ask Most Worshipful :

to respond.

posedng .Wors'hipful Master will then appoint a Committee com-

(Dsstrict Deputy Grand Master, Past vDi“stri“c.tﬂbe;;ut“;;"Cn-z;z;i’Mas;;r or

Past Master)
and .. .. e
(Dsstrict Deputy Grand Master, Past District Deputy G;aﬂz_r-td/Mc;;‘t;r“;rﬂﬂ
Past Master)
to present the District Deputy Grand Master of {the.. _ . Masonic

District) (Masonic District ) at the Altar. After h
strict._ . ¢ has been
presented, the Worshipful Master will stand, welcome him a;d aik
that he continue to the East. He will call the Lodge up, receive
him in the East, have him saluted, after which he should be tend-

ered the gavel, requested to seat the Lodge, and i i
to address the brethren. g6, and it he so desires,
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Presentation Ceremony
Fifty Year Masonic Veterans Emblem

Presenting Officer:

Brethren, the ritual of our Freemasonry points to the fact
that the three steps delineated therein are symbolic of the three
stages of human life, Youth, Manhood, and Old Age. We are
assembled here this evening to honor one who has occupied his
mind in the attainment of useful knowledge, who has used that
knowledge to aid him in the discharge of the respective duties of
his lifetime as these relate to God, his neighbor and himself and,
who now comes that we may render to him the honors of age
and that this honor may add to the happy reflections which must
be his on attaining fifty years of Masonic service.

Brother Secretary, you will read the Masonic record of
Brother ... ... oo — . whom we are to honor
this evening by the presentatlon of the Veterans Emblem of the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Secretary:

(Reads the full name, date of imtiation, passing and raising of the
recipient of the emblem. If the brother be an affihate of the Lodge, the date
of his affiliation should also be read )

Presenting Officer:
Will the Committee now present Brother ... .. .
at the altar of Freemasonry in the midst of his Lodge:

Presenting Officer:

Brother ... ... _ eew - o ., Freemasonry has
taught a proper reverence, respect and veneration for age, recog-
nizing in the passing of the years an inevitable increase in knowl-
edge. These years of life have a further significance when they
have been spent in the service of Freemasonry and in a life dedi-
cated to the uplift of man, the service of those who walk the
paths of life with us and to the Glory of God. We look to age for
wisdom and upon wisdom Freemasonry builds the walls of each
of its laudable enterprises.
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Many years ago you approached the altar of Freemasonry in
the midst of your Lodge and, there in the presence of your breth-
ren, assumed the solemn obligations which are the cement that
unites us in one common bond, a society of friends and brothers.
As such, we are dedicated to those high principles which have en-
abled our Freemasonry to withstand the ravages of time and
fortune. The length of your service in the cause to which you were
bound by those obligations is full acknowledgement of their worth
and value.

One of the great and time-honored lessons of Freemasonry
teaches us that we should never enter upon any great and im-
portant undertaking without first invoking the blessing of Deity.
As this marks a milestone in your Masonic life, let us again invoke
His divine blessing:

Chaplain:

Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, Thou hast promised
where two or three are gathered together in Thy Name, Thou wilt
be in the midst of them and bless them. Bless us as we are as-
sembled together on this occasion. Grant unto the Brother who
has served Thee so long and faithfully, the gifts of life, heaith
and happiness and that these may be complete, give unto him
out of Thy bounty, the needs of the physical body that he may
remain strong for that further service which Thou mayst require
of him.

And, we beseech Thee, O Lord, as our brethren enter the
sunset slopes of life and the shadows of the evening approach,
that they may have release from every burden, grace to meet
their every need and a sense of Thy abiding presence which will
give them that peace that passeth human understanding. These
and all of the unspoken prayers and petitions for Thy blessings,
we ask in the name of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, to
whom be glory and honor now and forever, Amen.

Presenting Officer:

In the Great Book of the Law which rests upon our altars is
recorded the fact that length of life is the reward of the righteous.
Three score and ten are the years of our life and if this alloted
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span is exceeded, the added years are the gift of th )
sons who fear His Name, gift of the Lord to his

It is now my privilege to call attention to th -
blem which you will receive this evening. It is of goidv‘tsltlzr;::ci?:s
me‘tal of the ancients; cast in the form of a circle, tile symbol of
u_mty and embordered with blue, the color of the heavens, to
s.lgmfy the lasting qualities of our friendship for those who’are
%mked together by the indissoluble chain of sincere affection found
in Freemasonry. It has imprinted upon its face the seal of the
Granq Lodge of Virginia, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
Superimposed around the top of the circle is the inscriptioz;

dS

Brother .. ... . i

authority vested in me and on behalf of the’l\l/}zs: lr\;lfl:rs(})fi tfllll(;
G.rand .Lodge of Virginia, it is now my privilege to present I})fou
with this emblem as a token of the esteem and respect of your
br‘ethren, your Lodge and the Grand Lodge. May you wear it
with much pleasure and take pride in the years which have
efzmed for you the right to possess this cherished symbol of ser-
vice. May your days be long upon the land which the Lord Thy
God,. has given you and may the auspicious solemnities o% this
evening be as 2 mantle of love upon your shoulders.

(The recipient is then teconducted to his seat by the Committee)

Note: This ceremony is intended to be performed the District Dep: Maxee

an officer bgf the Grand b;.x,\t%ge, ’9& Past Grand M'z:ex or t}tmgctGran(ilt{/[?s::tnd It mn;'
hOF‘ieUer, Peﬂmmed © orshi; aste) the recipient’. Lod, ; 8
desirable, Ituinwndedmbeusedvﬁxthl%th]{eﬁfegfdwmofthms Sod hotis 18

public ceremony, © ge and not as a
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Presentation Cerem«my

Sixty Year Masonic Veterans Emblem

Presenting Officer:

My Brethren, we are assembled here at this hour to pay
honor to a venerable and distinguished brother who has spent
three score years in the service of Freemasonry and to those to
whom he is bound by the sacred ties of brotherhood.

Brother Senior Deacon, you will present at the Altar the
brother who is the guest of honor on this occasion.

Worshipful Master, it is an honor to present Brother
oo Who has been a Mason for sixty

Presenting Officer:

(Goes to the Altar and takes the Brother by the hand).
Brother ... , you have afforded us much
pleasure by your presence on this memorable occasion, The Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge, A. F. & A. M. of Virginia has recorded
with much gratification the passage of sixty years since you ap-
proached the Altar in your Lodge and assumed the obligations
that made you a Master Mason. Our Grand Lodge now desires
that you receive the emblem of a Sixty Year Masonic Veteran as
a token of fraternal esteem and respect. (The Worshipful Master
returns to the East).

My Brethren, as Masons we are taught never to begin any
great and important undertaking without invoking the blessing of
Deity. On this occasion let us call down the blessings of the Su-
preme Architect upon our honored brother and the fraternity
which inspired his devoted service for threescore years.

Chaplain:

Most Holy and Glorious God, Thou who hast blessed Thy
sons with the ideal of brotherhood and gathered them together
with ties of fraternal affection, accept our hearty thanks for our
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Brother whom we would honor this evening and for the Institution
of Freemasonry and all those who espouse the cause of its ideals,
its morality and its brotherly love. We give Thee thanks for the
example of fidelity afforded us in the life of our Brother who has
served Thee and Freemasonry over the years of a lifetime. Let the
light of peace and honor brighten the eventide of his life and fill his
heart with faith in Thy infinite love and tender mercy. When he
has completed his earthly labors and Thou shali call him to his
long home, may he be welcomed by the Supreme Grand Master
as a Craftsman who needs not to be ashamed.

Presenting Officer:

Present our beloved Brother in the East and let him be
seated here (He is seated at the Master’s right.)

Brother Secretary: You will ready the Masonic record of
Brother ... ... . ... .. .. ... .(The Secretary reads
dates of Degrees, and offices held, if any).

Presenting Officer:

My Brother: The passing of the years have called upon you
to witness many changes in life and to see both good and evil at
work in our world. Within the pathway of these years you have
seen the time-honored tenets of Friendship, Morality and Broth-
erly Love manifested in the lives of those who are Freemasons,
even as they stand out in your own life. Their value to you is
attested by your long association and steadfast attachment to our
Order.

It now becomes my privilege to present you the emblem of a
Sixty Year Mason in the name of the Grand Master of Masons in
Virginia, who is the representative of every Mason in our Com-
monwealth. Accept it as a token of our esteem and fraternal
affection for you. May the thought of its possession enrich your
life as you reflect upon the love of all of your brethren, in whose
name it is presented.

Brother Chaplain: You will close the solemnities of this
evening by invoking the benediction of the Supreme Architect.
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Chaplain:

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make
his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; may the Lord
lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace, now and
forevermore. Amen.

(The recipient 1s then reconducted lo his seat by the Committes)

: i mony is mtended to be performed by the District Deputy Grand Master,
aNnOUgéfgz.grlso%arehe Gyralxs'AdmLet:ige, a Past Grand Master or the Gnu,\d Mastex, It thliun)_',
however, OrIn e Worshi Master of the recipient’s Lodge, if this is
de,im’.mble, It is intended to be used within the tiled doors of the Lodge and not as a
public ceremony.
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Instructions Governing
Masonic Funerals and
Evening Memorial
Services

Provided a Lodge of Sorrow has not been previously opened
and for the purpose of burying a deceased Brother or holding an
Evening Memorial Service, a Lodge in the unavoidable absence of
its Worshipful Master and Wardens, may be opened by a Past
Master or Past Warden of the Lodge, or in their absence, by any
Past Master or Past Warden affiliated with any Lodge in Virginia,
A.F. & A. M. The same permission also applies to the convening
of a Lodge of Sorrow previously opened by the Master of the
Lodge.

It is not proper or regular for the Master of a Lodge or his
designee 1o perform the burial service or either of the Evening
Memorial Services without opening a Master Mason’s Lodge or
convening a Lodge of Sorrow.

Only deceased Master Masons, in good standing, are entitled
to a Masonic burial or Evening Memorial Service. Non-affiliation
disqualifies a Brother from receiving a Masonic burial or Evening
Memorial Service.

None but Master Masons, in good standing, can participate
in a Masonic Burial Service or Evening Memorial Service.

A Lodge cannot go out of its jurisdiction and open a Master
Mason’s Lodge or convene a Lodge of Sorrow in that of another
Lodge, even for a funeral. Once opened or convened in its own
territorial jurisdiction, if there be no objection by the Lodge in
whose jurisdiction the burial is to be or the Evening Memorial
Service held, the Lodge so opened or convened, may conduct the
Burial Service or conduct the Evening Memorial Service.

It is for the family of a deceased Brother to select pallbearers,
any or all of them may be Masons.

The Masonic Fraternity cannot exclude other Orders from
the procession accompanying the remains to the place of burial,
or dictate the order of procession, but by reason of her antiquity,
tradition and custom, she is entitled to the post of honor in the
procession, which is usually in front of the hearse.
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A Masonic Lodge must conduct its Burial Service either
first of all or last of all, in the opinion of the Master of the Lodge.

When a Lodge receives a request from the Master or Secre-
tary of a Lodge in a Sister Grand Jurisdiction to conduct a Court-
esy Funeral or hold an Evening Memorial Service for a Brother
sojourning in the jurisdiction of the Lodge, the Grand Lodge of
Virginia grants permission to conduct such Funeral Rites or
Evening Memorial Service ONLY when cleared through the Offi-
ces of the Grand Secretaries. The Lodge receiving such a request
is expected to check the regularity of the requesting Lodge. This
may be done by referring to the “List of Regular Lodges”, pub-
%ilshed by the Pantagraph Printing Company of Bloomington,

linois.

If the Lodge receives a request from an individual or the
family of a sojourning Mason for Funeral Rites or Evening Mem-
orial Service and the deceased does not have a current dues card
which would indicate both his own standing and the regularity
of his Todge, such request must also be handled through the
office of the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Virginia to
be cleared with the Grand Lodge under which his Lodge is holden.

The Master’s first duty, on being informed of the death of
one of his members, is to call on the family. In making this call,
he should do so merely for the purpose of conveying to them the
sympathy of his brethren. This is, in no sense, a solicitation on his
part to be allowed to conduct the Funeral Rites or Evening Mem-
orial Service. If either is wanted by the family, they will make
their wishes known.

The Masonic Funeral Service was originally designed as a
“graveside rite”. In recent years, the Grand Lodge, A.F. & A. M.,
of Virginia, approved an “Evening Memorial Service”, and this
or the “amended ritual” of the older Service may be used at the
funeral home, Chapel, Church or home of the deceased on the
evening before interment. The Lodge of Sorrow covers both the
“Evening Memoral Service” and the “Masonic Funeral Service”,
as amended. According the graveside rites the preference due them
because of their antiquity, it would probably be better to have an
Evening Memorial Service if a proper attendance could not be
secured for the graveside service. This is a matter for the Wor-
shipful Master to decide, but it should not be settled without con-
currence from the family of the deceased.

Following is a suggested “Notice of Funeral Communication”
for use as radio announcement, card or newspaper and which is

applicable for use in connection with graveside or Evening Mem-
orial Service:
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For Convening a Lodge of Sorrow
“Virginia Lodge No. 1015, A. F. & A. M., will convene

its Lodge of Sorrow at _ . . (Specify
Place) to pay the last tribute of respect to our late
Brother . e e e e e _(Show’Flrst,
Middle and Last Name) at .. . .. (Time) o’clock
on . oo e (Date) 19

If Lodge of Sorrow has not been opened, it is suggested that
regular means of notifying membership be used, or modify the
above to suit the occasion. '

DO NOT carry Rods, Staffs, Tiler’s Sword, Bible, etc., into
Church, Funeral Home, Chapel or home of the deceased if Divine
Services are to be held. i

DO carry Rods, Staffs, Tiler’s Swotd, Bible, etc., into Church,
Funeral Home, Chapel or home of the deceased when either of
the Evening Memorial Services are to be performed, as this is
strictly a “Masonic Occasion”.

Rods, Staffs, Tiler’s Sword, Bible, etc., are, of course, to be
used upon arriving at grave site. ‘ .

The Worshipful Master or his designee conducting a Masonic
Funeral Service. etther graveside or Evening Memorial Service
will NOT wear a hat. The hat is not to be worn in public at any
time during these services.

Members of the Masonic Fraternity should remain standing
during either of the two Evening Memorial Services. This is an
inherent part of the Masonic Services and should bfa observ‘ed.

The Lodge of Sorrow covers both the graveside service as
well as either of the Evening Memorial Services. '

Do not use sand or earth at time of committal at the Evening
Memorial Service, but do use the words: “Unto his Maker we
resign the body of our deceased Friend and Brother—earth to
earth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes, etc.” ‘

Earth or sand is to be used during committal at graveside
rites—DO NOT use flower petals.

Do not use trowel to spread earth or sand on casket at grave-
side service—secure a phial containing earth or sand from funeral
director if Lodge does not possess one of its own. ‘

At the Graveside Service, the White Leather Apron is to be
placed on the casket by the one conducting the service. .

At either Evening Memorial Service, the White Leather
Apron is to be placed on edge of casket, nearest person conduct-
ing the service.



104 MANUAL OF CEREMONIES

At both the Graveside Service and either of the Evening
Memorial Services, the White Glove is to be placed on the Apron.

At both the Graveside Service and either of the Evening
Memorial Services, the Evergreen is to be placed on the Apron.

The brethren do mot deposit or drop Sprig of Evergreen in
the grave or on the casket.

The Tiler, who will stand to the right and back of the Senior
Warden, at either the Graveside or Evening Memorial Service,
holds sword at all times and does not participate in giving the
“Grand Honors”.

The oldest member of the Lodge, carrying the Holy Bible,
Square and Compasses, standing at the foot of the casket and in
front of the Senmior Warden, (at either the Graveside or Evening
Memorial Service), will hold the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses
at all times and will not participate in giving the “Grand Honors”.

GRAVESIDE SERVICES
if Lodge of Sorrow Has Not Been Opened

The brethren being assembled at the Lodge Room, the pre-
siding Officer opens a Master Mason’s Lodge in Due and Ancient
Form, and having stated the purpose of the meeting, gives the
brethren strict charge upon their deportment during the procession
and ceremonies. The Lodge will then proceed, in a body (if poss-
ible) to the Funeral Home, Chapel, Church, home of the deceased

Brother or place of mterment—See diagram under “Order of
Procession”.

Ii Lodge of Sorrow Has Been Opened

The brethren having assembled at the Funeral Home, Chapel,
Church, home of the deceased Brother or place of interment, the
Marshal, under the direction of the Worshipful Master, will
assemble the brethren and make available to them the necessary
gloves, aprons, etc. When the brethren are properly clothed, the
Worshipful Master shall say: “I now declare this Lodge of Sorrow
at Labor.” The Marshal will then instruct the brethren in forming
a procession—See diagram under “Order of Procession”.

At the Funeal Home, Chapel, Chuch or home of the deceased
Brother, provided the body is not already reposmg therein, the
procession will halt, open to right and left and standing at a
comfortable distance apart, shall face inwards and uncover while
the body is borne by the pallbearers. The procession then follows
the casket in inverse order and leave in the same form as entering
at the conclusion of the Service.
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ame “Order of Procession” is to be followed if the
bodgrlillzliz %een previously taken to the Chapel, Church or home
of the deceased.

t the cemetery, the Marshal ipstructs the br‘c‘:thren to form
lines Abegtinning at {ge herse—See diagram under ‘Ordeig OOfI\II)(r)?I"
cession”—Pallbearers and casket to pass through Ilnecsjff _ -
form arch with staffs or rods. Procession of Lodge ¢ f ‘geﬁ ater
brethren follow casket to grave site, with the Worship D ason
flanked by the Senior and J L;nior Deacons. The Senior Deac
to be on the right of the Worshipful Master. ‘

At the grave site, if necessary, the Wo_rshlpful Maﬁ;c_er (2(1;
his designee, shall begin the service by requesting the br(:lt ‘enee
assem’le around the grave. The Worshlpf ul Master or his e_si]gnthe,
flanked by the Semior and Junior Deacons, together wit .
Chaplain, will stand at the head of the grave. The Deacons do
ot form arch over the Worshipful Master or his deSIgneen.]ay b

he Officers will take their Stations, as near as .
pract;Eal, with due regard to the family—the other brethren will
stand, in a body, at the foot of the grave.

EVENING MEMORIAL SERVICE
If Lodge of Sorrow Has Not Been Opened

rethren having assembled at the Lodge Room, the
presidT£Z bOfficer opens a Master Mason’s Lodge in Due t‘amd
Ancient Form, and having stated the purpose of the mee I?hge,
gives the brethren strict charge upon their deportment durcllngin ©
procession and ceremonies. The Lodge will then pro;ee 0 2
body (if possible) to the Funeral Home, Chapel, ghurc orf ome
of the deceased Brother—See diagram under “Order o

cession.”
If Lodge of Sorrow Has Been Opened

rethren having assembled at the Funeral Home, Chapel,
Churgl?’grb home of the %leceased Brother, the Marshal, ugdelilihe
direction of the Worshipful Master, will assemble the bret ::(I:l
and make available to them the necessary gloves, ‘apn])n;/,l etef
When the brethren are properly clothed, the Worshlpgu Mas
shall say: “I now declare this Lodge of Sorrow at Ija‘ or.”

The Marshal will then instruct the brethren m f’c’mmng a
procession—See diagram under “Order of Procession E(s;;gce
permitting, the procession will enter the place where the Evenng
Memorial Service is to be held in inverse order).
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The Worshipful Master or his designze, flanked by the Senior
and Junior Deacons (the Senior Deacon to be on the right of the
Worshipful Master or his designee), together with the Chaplain,
will, as nearly as possible, stand at the head of the casket. The
Deacons do not form arch over the Worshipful Master or his
designee.

At the conclusion of either the Graveside or Evening Mem-
orial Service, the procession returns to the place from whence it
set out, where the necessary duties are complied with.

If Lodge of Sorrow Has Not Been Opened

The Officers and members will return to the Lodge Room
and when the necessary duties, including the reading and approval
of the Minutes, are complied with, the Master Mason’s Lodge is
closed in Ancient Form and Harmony.

If Lodge of Sorrow Has Been Opened

The Officers and members will re-assemble at the Funeral
Home, Chapel, Church, home of the deceased Brother or place
of interment and the Worshipful Master shall say: “I now declare
this Lodge of Sorrow dispensed with during my will and pleasure.”

NOTE: Minutes covering Communication held when Lodge
of Sorrow has becn opened will be read and approved at the
following Stated Communication of the Lodge.
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ORDER OF PROCESSION

Q:?HLER WITH DRAWN SWORD
1/
]

g} g;STEWARDS WITH WHITE RODS

%\MASTER MASONS
Q;a}/

QL;?
%TREASURER

/

PAST MASTERS

SECRETARY

JUNIOR WARDEN SENIOR WARDEN

THE HOLY BIBLE ON A CUSHION

COVERED WITH A BLACK CREPE
AND CARRIED BY THE OLDEST

MEMBER OF THE LODGE

%CHAPLAIN OF THE LODGE
JUNIOR DEACON% % %SENIOR DEACON

THE MASTER
THE BODY WITH THE INSIGNIA THEREON

PALLBEARERS PALLBEARERS

RELATIVES AND MOURNERS
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-~
@he Wodge of Sorrofo
Opening and Closing Ceremonies
The Worshipful Master of any Virginia Lodge may, at the
beginning of his term, or at any time during such term of office,
open a Lodge of Sorrow, provided a Master Masons’ Lodge shall
have first been opened in a regular manner. After the first such
opening, no further formality need be followed except as is noted

herein for subsequent convenings of the Lodge of Sorrow specified
hereinafter.

OPENING

Worshipful Master: Brethren, we will now proceed to open
a Lodge of Sorrow. (Three raps). Let us pray.

Chaplain: Grand Architect of the Universe, we of the Masonic
Fraternity, having dedicated our lives to the formation of true
living stones for Thy Temple, ask Thy blessing on our work that
we may be better enabled to serve Thee. May we always work
according to Thy grand design. (Response) So mote it be. Amen.

Worshipful Master: Brother Senior Warden, it is my order
that a Lodge of Sorrow be now opened for the purpose of paying
the last tribute of respect to those brethren of this Lodge whom
death will take from us and for honoring members of other
Lodges as an acl of courtesy when duly requested. This you will
communicate to the Junior Warden in the South that the brethren
having due notice thereof may govern themselves accordingly.

Senior Warden: Brother Junior Warden, it is the order of the
Worshipful Master that a Lodge of Sorrow be now opened for
the purpose of paying the last tribute of respect to those brethren
of this Lodge whom death will take from us and for honoring
those members of other Lodges as an act of courtesy when so
requested. This you will report to the brethren that they having
due notice thereof may govern themselves accordingly.

Junior Warden: Brethren, take due notice thereof and let it
be accordingly so done.
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Worshipful Master: Brethren, let us apply the symbolic tools
of Masonry to our daily lives that we may be tried and found to
be true as living stones and thus render ourselves worthy for that
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Accordingly I
declare this Lodge of Sorrow open, to remain open until my suc-
cessor shall have been duly elected; and to be closed as my last
order of business as Worshipful Master of this Lodge. (One rap)
Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.

Junior Deacon: Brother Tiler, the Lodge of Sorrow is now
open.

CLOSING

The Worshipful Master of any Virginia Lodge shall at the

end of the term for which he was elected (the last Stated Commun-
ication of his term) close the Lodge of Sorrow which has previously
been opened during his tenure as Worshipful Master.

Worshipful Master: Brethren, we will now proceed to close
this Lodge of Sorrow. (Three raps). Let us pray.

Chaplain: Great Architect of the Universe, while we mourn
the passing of our departed brethren, let us learn well the lessons
of death. Make us aware that time is passing swiftly and this
separation from our departed brethren is of short duration. Let
the loss that we have sustained increase our affections for those
who are yet spared. (Response) So mote it be Amen.

Worshipful Master: Brother Senior Warden, it is my order
that the labors of this Lodge of Sorrow be now ended, to be
resumed at the will and pleasure of the incoming Master and his
Officers. This you will communicate to the Junior Warden in the
South that the brethren having due notice thereof may govern
themselves accordingly.

Senior Warden: Brother Junior Warden, it is the order of
the Worshipful Master that the labers of this Lodge of Sorrow be
now ended, to be resumed at the will and pleasure of the in-
coming Master and his officers. This you will report to the
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brethren that they, having due notice thereof, may govern them-
selves accordingly.

Junior Warden: Brethren, take due notice thersof and let it
be accordingly so done.

Worshipful Master: Brethien, may we be ever aware of our
approaching fate as this alone can bri.ng seemmgly major crises
into proper prospective, thereby creating that attitude of peace

and harmony for which we strive. According]y.l declare tl.ﬁs
Lodge of Sorrow closed. (One rap). Brother Junior Deacon, in-

form the Tiler. ‘
Junior Deacon: Brother Tiler, the Lodge of Sorrow 1s now

closed.
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& - -
Todge Memorial Serpice
Worshipful Master:

Brethren, from the very beginning of history it has been the
custom among men of all races to honor ceremonially the memory
of their departed brethren. Such a custom has its roots in the
fundamental nature of our being and the universal institution of
the immortality of the soul.

Wherefore, it is fitting that Masons should, from time to
time, as occasion might require, meet together in solemn assembly,
for the purpose of commemorating their Brethren at rest, and to
remind ourselves of the hope beyond the grave, the preparation
for which should be our daily concern.

Bro. S. W., How stands the hour?

Senior Warden:

Low Twelve! The sun has set over the graves of our beloved
brethren who have laid aside the working tools of life, Worshipful.
Waorshipful Master:

Bro. Junior Warden, whither shall we look?

Junior Warden:

Toward the East, where the rising sun, the Glory of the Lord
reminds us of that which was lost, and is found with God, with
Whom do live the spirits of just men made perfect, Worshipful.
Worshipful Master (rising):

Then, Brethren, (three 1aps) let us invoke the blessing of the
Grand Architect of the Universe, as we remember our brethren at
rest from their labors.

Chaplain (kneeling at altar):

Almighty Father, the source from which we come, the end
to which we travel, the light and strength of our pilgrimage, and
the repose of the holy and blessed dead, bind us, we pray Thee in
comradeship with the heroes and saints of every age. In this hour
of solemn remembrance, we think of our brethren who have
faithfully lived and died, especially those who are near to us. Lift
us all into light and love, and give us at last our portion with those
who have trusted in Thee and have striven to do Thy will.

(* For use in Tiled Lodge only)
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And to Thy Name, with the Brethren on earth and the
Brethren above, we ascribe all honor and glory. Amen.
Response:

So mote it be. (one rap)

Worshipful Master:

Bro. Senior Warden, what solemn duty should we now per-
form.

Senior Warden:

We should recall in loving remembrance the names of. all the
brethren who have passed to higher service above, Worshipful.
Worshipful Master:

Bro. Secretary, you will advance to the Altar and there re?d
the names of all of the brethren who, since our last Memqrxa.l
Service, have finished their earthy pilgrimage and entered mto
eternal rest (three raps)

The Lodge stands with right hands over the heart while the names are
read.

Worshipful Master: .
Brethren, let us bow our heads in silent reverence to the
d brethren.
memory of these, our departe .

(During this period of reading ond silent reverence, the lights of tl?lxi
Lodge should be lowered. At the sound of the 'gavel, the brethren wi
be seated and the lights raised to full brillionce again.)

Scripture Reading: ' .

(Suggested passages——Psalm 23 or 121: Ecclesiastes 12: 1.7
Hymn: .

O God Our Help in Ages Past
Address: ) ] .

A Memorial Address may be delivered, if desired.
Worshipful Master:

Bro. Chaplain, you will advance to the Altar and there offer
up the prayers of Commemoration and Dedication. (three raps)

Prayer of Commemoration

Chaplain: . '
Almighty God, with whom do live the spirts of them that
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depart hence in the Lord, and with Whom the souls of the
faithful, after they are delivered from the burden of the flesh, are
in joy and felicity; we praise and magnify Thy Holy Name for all
Thy servants who have finished their course and kept the faith,
beseeching Thee that it may please Thee, of Thy gracious good-
ness, shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to
hasten Thy kingdom, that we, with all those that are departed in
the true faith of Thy Holy Name, may have our perfect consum-
mation and bliss, both in body and soul, in Thy eternal and

everlasting glory. Hear our prayer, O God, and let our cry come
unto Thee. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Almighty Father, by Whose grace we have life and in Whose
light we see light, mercifully grant that this hour of memory may
be a mount of vision, from which new light shall fall upon our
fleeting days; that we may think of our lives as sent from Thee, on
Thy Errand for service Thou has appointed. Reverently, O God,
we give ourselves to Thee in new dedication.

Fill our minds with light and our hearts with love, that we
may serve Thee with patient faith and joyous confidence. Build
our lives into Thy Temple of spiritual fellowship and keep us as
Brethren steadfast in that fellowship.

Make our days bright with Thy presence, rich in the fruits
of the spirit and tender in human ministry, that our lives may
be fragrant with happiness.

Use as Thou wilt, our hands to do Thy work, our lips to
speak Thy truth, our lives to be gospels of Thy love and mercy;

and to Thee be honor and glory, thanksgiving and adoration,
world without end. Amen.

Benediction
Chaplain:
The Lord bless us, and keep us. The Lord make his face
to shine upon us and be gracious to us. The Lord lift up His
countenance upon us, and give us peace, both now and evermore.

The Lodge 1s then closed 1n ancient form and harmony.
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(The following Optional Memorial Address may be used at
the place indicated, if desired).

Optional Memorial Address

“What doth the Lord require of thee, O man, but to do
justly and love mercy and walk humbly with thy God. And one
of the elders sayeth unto me: Rejoice ye and be exceedingly glad:
behold the Lion of the Tribe of Judah hath prevailed to open the
book and loosen the seven seals thereof.” These words from the
Book of the Law remind us of the two great symbols of Free-
masonry and that for which they stand-—the white lamb-skin
apron and the sprig of acacia.

The lamb-skin, representing he that takes away the sins of the
whole world and gives us that great peace which man cannot
understand. The apron, representing the earth crowned by the
triangle of the flap representing Deity, symbolizes for us the
Brotherhood of man under the Fatherhood of God. The sprig of
acacia represents that immortal or better part of man which,
through the merits of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, survives the
grave. By it we are also reminded of the promise of the resur-
rection of the body, which will arise and become as incorruptible
as our soul. Death is not the end but merely the gateway to an-
other life. It is not a terminal but merely a milestone.

For human existence continues after death, with different
conditions. After passing through the gateway of death it enters
upon a new and more exalted phase, one devoted to spiritual
rather than material growth. It is in the life after passing beyond
the grave that the human soul begins the life immortal in eternity.

Man may often ask himself what becomes of the human soul
but each of us must remember that this can only be answered by
the use of the knowledge that the soul is the gift of God; the spark
of the Divine in each of us.

In the persons of these, our brethren, whom we memorialize
here, the dust has returned unto dust and the spirit which is
immortal has returned unto God who gave it. Let us not lose sight
of the fact that immortality is an individual state and that each of
us, created in the image of God, is capable of achieving, with his
help, the state of being immortal.
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Bravesive Funeral Seririce

" Ifrczﬁided ha Lodge of Sorrow has not
o Drethren having assembled at the Lodge Room. th idi
aOnfcfluile;Vlopens athﬁster Mason’s Lodge in %ue a?llg’ Aniiefzf:3 S%d(;lgrgl
and begirrllg: Stated the purpose of the meeting, the following services
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been previously opened,

IN LODGE

Master. What man is

he that 1i
Shall he deliver hiy sou] e that liveth and shall not see death?

from the hand of the grave?
_Response. Man walketh in a vain shadow;
riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them. ’

Master. When he dieth, he shall ) '
glory shall not descend afie: him_s all carry nothing away; his

Response. Naked he came into the wor
return.

Master. The Lord gav.
be the name of the Lord

The Master then taking the Roll in his band, says:

belfii‘efisl,ive and die like the righteous, that our last end may

he heapeth up

1d, and naked he must

e and the Lord hath taken away, blessed

R .
gUidzsggﬁcs)ea eStﬁd is our God forever and ever; he will be our

The Master then has the name,
recorded upon the Roll, and says:

Almighty Father! in Thy hands we leave with humble sub-

mission the soul of our deceased brother.

age, and day of death of the deceased

The brethren answer three times—giving the Grand Honors each time:
The will of God is accomplished! So mote it be—Amen.

(The Master then instructs the Se i
( cretary to de i
Archives and repeats the following prayer.) ¢ posit the Roll in the
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Master. Most glorious God! author of all good, and giver of all
mercy, pour down Thy blessings upon us, and strengthen our
solemn engagements with the ties of sincere affection. May the
present instance of mortality remind us of our approaching fate,
and draw our attention towards Thee, the only refuge m tume of
need! That when the awful moment shall amve that we are about
to quit this transitory scene, the enlivening prospects of Thy mercy
may dispel the gloom of death; and after our departure hence in
peace, and in Thy favor, may we be received into Thine everlasting
kingdom, to enjoy, in union with the souls of our departed friends,
the just rewards of a pious and virtuous life. Amen!

*To avoid all sectarianism on occasions of funerals, Chaplains are re-
quired to use the prayers prescribed m the Text Book —Proceedings 1869,
page 41.

AROUND THE BIER
My BrReTHREN:

The last ofhces paid to the dead are useful as lessons to the
living; from them we are to derive instruction and to consider
every solemnity of this kind as a summons to prepare for our
dissolution.

Notwithstanding the warnings of mortality with which we
daily meet; notwithstanding Death has established his empire
over all the works of Nature, yet, through some unaccountable
infatuation, we put from us the thought that we are born te
die. We go on from one design to another, add hope to hope,
and lay out plans for the employment of many years, forgetting
that we may be suddenly alarmed at the approach of Death,
when we least evpect him, and at an hour which we probably
conclude to be the meridian of our existence.

Let the present occasion excite our most serious thoughts, and
strengthen our resolutions of amendment. As life is uncertain,
and all earthly pursuits are vain, let us no longer postpone con-
sideration of the all-important concerns of eternity, but, while
time and opportunity permit, seek to prepare for our great
change.

Let us, while in this state of existence, support with propriety
the character of our profession, advert to the nature of our solemn
ties, and pursue with assiduity the sacred tenets of our order.
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Above all, let us seek the favor of the FEternal God, whose good

» y Wh o
ness and power know no bounds, at whose bar of Infinijte ]Estice
and Mercy we must all so soon appear.

The following invocations are then made by the Master:

Master. May we be true and faithful .
and die in peace. aithtul, and may we live in love

Response. So mote it be.

Master. May we profess what is good
able to our profession. oo, and always act agree

Response. So mote it be.

Master. May the Lord bless us and
i j rosper us, and
our good intentions be crowned with SucSess.Pe and may all

Response. So mote it be.

Master. Glory be to God in the highest:
good will toward men. " e ghest; on earth peace and

A Reslptmse. So mote it be, now, from henceforth, and forever—
men!

The Master, taking an Apron 1n his hand, says:

This Lamb-Skin or White Leather Apron is an

Innocence, and the time-honored badge olf) a Free ansnz;l::]:en;ts
Mason—more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle;
more honorable than the Star and Garter, when worthily wom’
This emblem T now deposit (in the grave) (with the body) of
our deceased brgther. By it we are reminded that through the
universal dominion of death our brother has finished his earthl

labor, and that his account now rests with his God. ’

The Master t i PR .
says: ster then takes a white Glove, and, holding it up to public view,

This Glove is an emblem of Innocenc

' e and a token of Friend-
ship, agd tho.ugh Death has severed and destroyed our social
connection with our brother, let us remember that it has not
impaired or weakened our obligations to the living.
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The Master presenting a Sprig of Evergreen, says:

The Evergreen is an emblem of Masonic faith in the im-
mortality of the soul, or that better part of man which neither
cross, accident, pain, sickness nor death itself can destroy, but
shall continue to bloom with an eternal verdure through an
ever-beginning to a never-ending eternity.

GRAND HONORS

“His Spirit to God—His memory 1n ouwr heaits—His body to the earth”
(three time).

The Master then continues the Ceremony as follows:

In conformity to an ancient and honored custom of Free and
Accepted Masons, we have assembled here to offer to the memory
of our deceased Brother the last tribute of our affections, thereby
demonstrating the sincerity of our past esteem, and our steadfast
attachment to the principles of our Order.

May we who survive him anticipate our approaching fate, and
be more strongly united in the ties of union and friendship, that,
during the short space allotted to our present existence, we may
wisely and usefully employ our time, and in the reciprocal inter-
course of kind and friendly acts promote the welfare and happi-
ness of each other.

The Master then, stiewing earth three times on the Coffin, says:

Unto (the grave) (his maker) we resign the body of our
deceased Friend and Brother — earth to earth, dust to dust,
ashes to ashes — there to remain until the General Resurrection,
and we pray Almighty God of His infinite goodness to comfort
the hearts which have been stricken by this affliction, and to
extend His saving mercy to us all, and when the work of life
is ended may our hopes ripen into the fruition of everlasting
bliss; and this we beg for the honor of His Holy Name, to whom
be Glory now and forever.

Response. So mote 1t be—Amen!
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The whole ceremony is then concluded with the follow'ng:

PRAYER BY THE CHAPLAIN

Almighty and Eternal God! in whom we live and move and
have our being, and before whom all men must appear in the
judgment day to give an account of their deeds in life, we who
are daily exposed to the flying shafts of Death, and now surround
the (grave) (mortal remains) of our deceased Brother, most
eamnestly beseech Thee to grant us Thy divine assistance to
redeem our misspent time; and in the discharge of all the duties
of this life, to give us Wisdom from on high to direct us, Strength
commensurate with our task to support us, and Beauty of holiness
to adorn and render all our performances acceptable in Thy
sight; and when our work is done, and our bodies mingle with
the mother earth, may our souls, disengaged from their cumbrous
dust, flourish and bloom in eternal day, and through Thine
infinite mercy enjoy rest made perfect, in our home above eternal
in the Heavens.

Response. So mote it be—Amen!

‘The following Benediction is to be used in connection with the Funeral
Sf:rv1ce, after the Prayer by the Chaplain, when a Benediction is not
given by the minister who conducts the Divine Services:

BENEDICTION

€

Into Thy hands and keeping, O Lord, we commit our Brother
and ourselves. May we receive hight to guide us, courage to support
us and love to unite us, now and forever more. (Response) So mote
it be. Amen.”
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Woening Memorial Service

To be used at the election of the Master of a Lodge in the Funeral Chapel or
Lome é)f the deceased at an evening service prior $o the interment o
oeased.

Worshipful Master:

Friends and Brethren, we who are Masons have assembled
on this occasion to express our respect and esteem for our Brother
who has passed beyond our mortal sight and to share with those
near and dear to him our belief in the immortality of the soul.

In this time of sorrow, when we all need comfort and conso-
lation, let us turn reverently to God who, in the midst of the trials
and tribulations that are a part of life, can alone endue us with
that quietness of spirit and that peace of mind and heart which the
world can neither give nor take away. Let us pray.

Chaplain:

O God, our Father in Heaven; the giver of life and light and
love, our help and solace in times of trial and sorrow. Thou has
assured us that when we walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, Thou art with us. Thy rod and Thy staff comfort us. Thou
art our light and our salvation, our refuge and our strength in
time of trouble.

We thank Thee for the life of our Brother. We thank Thee
that he was one of our fellowship and that we were privileged to
labor with him in the mystic ties of brotherhood. We are grateful
to Thee for the memories of him which we shall carry always in
our hearts. We thank Thee for all that he has meant to those who
were near and dear to him through the ties of family and friend-
ship.

Above all we are grateful to Thee for teaching us that, while
the body is mortal, the soul is immortal. Though the outward form
we knew and loved be removed from our sight, we have the
assurance that Thou hast taken to Thyself his soul, which is the
enduring essence of life. This conviction Thou has implanted in us
through Thy Holy Word, which is the Great Light of Masonry.

We earnestly beseech Thee that this short time which we
spend together may renew and strengthen our convictions and
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hope. Let Thy peace abide with us now and lead us ever in the
paths of righteousness. In Thy name we make our prayer.

Amen.
Worshipful Master:

From time immemorial it has been the custom of Masons to
assemble with the family and friends of a departed Brother to
honor his memory and to voice our sympathy to those whom he
loved and who loved him. The message we bring is one of the
triumph of life over death, the victory of hope over despair.

Masonry has come down from the distant past. It uses the
tools of the builder’s trade as emblems and symbols to teach
Masons how to build character and moral stature. It teaches
service to God, to a Brother, and to all mankind. It seeks con-
stantly to build the temple of the soul and thus fit us for that
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Masonry is a
fellowship that unites Masons in friendship and good will. It
teaches the spiritual values of life that lie beyond the physical
senses.

Masonry confronts the fact of death with the greater fact of
Faith in the immortality of the soul. Masons believe sincerely
that when life on earth comes to a close, the soul is translated
from the imperfections of this mortal sphere to that all-perfect
glorious and Celestial Lodge above where God, the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe, presides.

With these truths and convictions our Brother was well
acquainted, though perfection of character is not of this world,
yet we are persuaded that our Brother sought to live by these
truths and principles of Masonry; that they sustained and sup-
ported him and that by them his life was made richer, fuller and
more meaningful.

Secretary:

Here the Secretary of the Lodge should give the Masonic biography of
the Brother. When and in what Lodge he was made a Master Mason; what
offices, if any, he had held; and special committee services he had rendered
and such other items of Masonic interest as might be appropriate.)

Worshipful Master:
When our Brother labored with us in Masonic attire he wore
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a white apron which he was taught is an emblem of innocence and
the badge of a Free and Accepted Mason. By it he was constantly
reminded of that purity of life and that rectitude of conduct so
necessary to his gaining admittance into the Celestial Lodge above.
He will now wear that apron forever as the emblem of the virtues
it represents.

(The Master holds up the apron by the two upper corners with the flap
toward him, and places it over the edge of the casket.)

The Evergreen is an emblem of our faith in the immortality
of the soul. By it we are reminded of the immortal soul of man
which survives the grave and which will never, never die. In ac-
cordance with our ancient custom, I now deposit this emblem with
the remains of our Brother.

And now to those who shared with our Brother the intimate
ties of family and friendship, we tender our affectionate sympathy.
Our hearts respond to yeur hearts in your hour of grief. We trust
that these affirmations of faith, in which our Brother shared, may
speak to you and inspire you to live with hope and courage. May
you always remember that the God and Father of us all is a
loving God, a compassionate God whose ear is ever open to the
ary of the distressed. Let us pray.

Chaplain:

Etemnal and Everlasting God, we look to Thee in faith and
confidence, knowing that Thy love has power to bring comfort
and consolation, even in times of bereavement, to those near and
dear to our Brother. Fill their hearts more and more with the
blessed assurance of immortality and of Thy abiding love. Bless
them and keep them, O Lord, make Thy face to shine upon them
and be gracious unto them. Lift up Thy countenance upon them
and give them Thy peace. Amen.
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— Foreword —

The Mentor Plan was conceived as an answer to one of the prob-
lems of Masonry—the producing of interested Masons by means of
a well-rounded education in all phases of the Royal Art. It is not
possible to impart all of the knowledge necessary to produce a genera-
tion of informed Masons in the brief time the Mentor will be active
in the life of the candidate. The plan, therefore, must have as its
main objective the promotion of an interest in Masonic knowledge.
It must devise a means of creating a desire in the candidate to learn
more about Masonry and point out to him the sources from which he
will be able to obtain more light on those facets of it which he will
find interesting to him. These, of course, will vary with the individual.

It is not the objective of the Mentor Plan to teach the ritual nor is
it generally recommended that the Mentor instruct the new Mason in
the eatechisms which he is required to learn. In some Lodges it will
be necessary that the same brother perform both functions because of
the shortage of instructors. However, when this is the case care
should be taken to avoid confusing the two subjects. The Mentor Plan
will endeavor to acquaint the new brother with some of the history
of Freemasonry, its philosophies and objectives. It should also give
him some insight into the literature of the Fraternity wherein he
may begin and continue his study of its teachings and doctrines.

Instruction under the Mentor Plan must be individual and person-
alized if it is to be effective. In embracing this system we are follow-
ing the time-honored method of the Fraternity, that of imparting in-
struction from mouth-to-ear, for Freemasonry believes in and stresses
the importance of the individual. Through the individual man it has
sought and will continue to scek to implant the truth of its doctrines
in the world. Thus the individual, as he comes to realize that he is
Freemasonry to many people, will understand the necessity for him
to exemplify its principles by walking uprightly before God and man,
squaring his actions by the square of virtue.

In the preparation of this Manual we have consulted the programs
and publications of our sister Grand Lodges and have borrowed ma-
terial freely from them when it seemed desirable to do so. Credit
has not always been given directly in each case because of our de-
sire to limit the text as much as possible and to maintain continuity
of thought for the benefit of those who will use the Manual.

We are particularly grateful to the Grand Lodge of Indiana for the
material contained in their Mentor’s Manual. We have drawn upon
this source frequently and have adopted a likeness of the format of
their excellent work.
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We would urge the use of this Manual with painstaking care. It

is not perfect nor is the system which it represents a perfect one.
Time and experience alone will enable us to bring the jewel of Masonic
education to its full beauty. It is our hope that the thoughts presented
here and the sources given will awaken the consciousness of the
beauty of Freemasonry for those who come into our Lodges and study

under this system.
A.B.G.

Richmond, Va.
October 1, 1962
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Chapter I
What Is A Mentor?

The word Mentor is one which is defined in the dictionary as “a
wise and faithful adviser, friend or teacher.” In the old operative
Lodges of Scotland the officer entrusted with the task of instructing
the new apprentices bore the title of Intender. It was his duty to
intend, increase and intensify the knowledge of the new Craftsman.
The Mentor, in our present system, will seek to expand and intensify
the Masonic instruction imparted by the ritual, adding to it many
other points which will enlarge the new brother’s understanding of
Freemasonry and its relationship to life in this twentieth century.

The Mentor and the brethren must generally understand that the
production of a generation of Masonic scholars is not the objective
of this plan. Its motive is simply to indoctrinate each new Mason
in the ways of Masonry, to create in him an understanding of things
Masonic and arouse in his mind a feeling of pride in the Fraternity.
In go doing it is hoped that he will learn that Freémasonry is a way
of life which each may embrace with great satisfaction to himself.

The instruction given must seek to capture the interest of the
candidate as he begins his Masonic life. To properly accomplish this
each candidate must have a Mentor assigned to him immediately
after his election to receive the Degree of Entered Apprentice. It
will be the Mentor’s duty to prepare the mind of the candidate for
the reception of the great truths of Freemasonry and an appreciation
of its tenets and teachings.

The Worshipful Master of every Virginia Lodge has been requested
to appoint an Educational Committee for his Lodge and to designate
certain well-qualified, dedicated and enthusiastic brethren as Mentors.
There should be a sufficient number of these brethren so that no
Mentor would be required to serve more than two brethren at any
one time. The assignment of candidates to the several Mentors may
be done by either the Master or the Committee. Thereafter the Mentor
should .report the progress of each candidate at regular intervals.
The scheduling of degree work should be governed by the candidate’s
progress in both the catechisms and this part of his Masonie in-
struction.
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The Method Explained

It is necessary that our new brethren become imbued with the spirit
of Freemasonry if we are to keep the Order strong and active. This
must be done so that he will understand its great purpose and high
ideals, and having understood, he shall believe in and practice them
in his daily life. Years ago a plan of Masonic education was started in the
Grand Lodge of Virginia and a number of booklets were printed. These
were, for the most part, intended to be used by the candidate, for the system
was based on the reading and absorption of the written material by the
candidate with occasional discussions between him and the Lodge Commit-
tee. Emphasis has been lacking on the element of personal mnstruction in
recent years The booklets have continued to be used by many of our
Lodges but interest in Masonic education generally has waned.

For some years the leadership of the Masonic Fraternity has known
that it is too much to expect a man to come into a society such as
ours and take his place unless he is guided by someone with a full
understanding of its aims and objectives. Nor can we reasonably ex-
pect the new Mason to find his place in his own Lodge and assume
his part of its work without some help and interest from those who
have gone before him. Our failure to prepare these new brethren for
the discharge of their duties and the full enjoyment of their privileges
has helped to produce a great number of dues-paying but inactive
Masons. We have an obligation to each candidate and we must dis-
charge it if we are to keep our Freemasonry strong and virile.

The means of discharging our obligation is to be found in person-
alized Masonic Education wherein the Mentor seeks to give the new
brother instruction and information by word of mouth as well as
through a printed text. Time must be provided in which the candi-
date may ask and have his questions answered for him and this can
only be accomplished by word-of-mouth instruction and personal
contacts.

The Mentor Plan does not eliminate the booklets which were pre-
pared by Mt. Wor., William Moseley Brown. The candidate should
receive (1) Taking The First Step, (2) The Degree of Entered Apprentice,
(3) The Degree of Fellowcraft and (4) The Degree of Master Mason. The
first to be given prior to his initiation, the next three after each of the
three degrees. Each of these are important text books in his education as
a Mason. From them he will obtain much knowledge of our Fraternity
which might not otherwise be his.
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The Mentor Plan is intended to provide a means whereby the initiate,
in each of the stages of his Masonic development, may receive added
instruction and the answer to those questions which inevitably arise
in the mind of the new Mason as he progresses through the degrees.
Thus we shall attempt to place each initiate in possession of the key
by which he will be able to unlock the door of understanding of Free-
masonry and enable him to fit its teachings and philosophies to his
own life.

The objective of this manual is to enable the Mentor to find a ready
reference for the many questions which will come to him and aid him
in the task of imbuing those new brethren whom he will serve with
the spirit of Freemasonry. He will also help each to attain an under-
standing of its purposes and ideals. Each Mentor is urged to under-
stand the importance of his mission if our plan of Masonic Education
is to succeed and we are to preserve Freemasonry as one of the great
and basic institutions for good in our complex twentieth century
society.

How The Mentor May Work

The Mentor should visit the candidate immediately after his election
and give him the booklet Taking the First Step. He should also ex-
plain to him that he is to be his Mentor, a friend who will endeavor
to help him in learning something about Freemasonry and one who
will guide and counsel him. The Mentor should also arrange a second
meeting with him, allowing the candidate time to read the booklet.
At this meeting he should discuss with him the contents of the first booklet.
The Mentor should also advise him of the time at which the degree
will be conferred and arrange to be with him at the Lodge, except
during the time he is actually in the hands of his conduetor.

The same routine should be followed with the degrees of Fellow-
craft and Master Mason. The Brown booklets should be presented
at the proper time and the candidate urged to read them. Let it be
understood that the Mentor cannot discharge his responsibility by
merely presenting the booklets and being with the candidate on the
occasions mentioned. He must mecet with the new brother frequently
and give him that instruction which is so essentially necessary if he
is to become a good Mason. He should be encouraged to ask questions
and have them answered, provided the answers do not involve those
degrees which he has not received or other secret information to
which he will become entitled later.

To provide a source of information from which the Mentor may be
able to secure answers to some of the questions he will be asked, the
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following sections of this manual have been prepared. These will
cover, 1n part, Pre-initiation lnstruction, that to be given the Entered
Apprentice, the Felloweraft and the Master Mason.

MENTORS MANUAL 7

Chapter II

Pre-Initiation Instruction

The instruction to be given and the questions answered at this
stage of the candidate’s introduction to Freemasonry can cover only
the most general subjects. Some of the subjects on which questions
will develop are recorded for the Mentor.

Freemasonry Defined.—Freemasonry has many definitions for many
men. Our English brethren define it as “a system of morality, veiled
in allegory and illustrated by symbols.” Certainly it is a course of
moral instruction which employs both allegories and symbols to im-
part the truth of its rich lessons. The word allegory is generally
understood to mean that it “represents by suggestive resemblance.”
The symbol is “a visible sign or representation of an idea.”

Perhaps the best modern definition of Freemasonry is to be found
in the writings of Bro. C. C. Hunt, of Iowa, couched in these words:
“Freemasonry is an organized society of men symbolically applying
the principles of operative Masonry and architecture to the science
and art of character building.” This is an adequate definition and
serves to set our Fraternity apart from other organizations which
teach a system of morality.

Its Purpose.—The basic purpose of Freemasonry is to make man
better than himself. As our Institution places emphasis on the in-
dividual man, its mission is accomplished by strengthening his char-
acter, improving his moral and spiritual outlook and broadening his
mental horizons. By the inculecation of its teachings Freemasonry
seeks to impress upon the minds of its members the principles of
personal responsibility and righteousness, to give each an understand-
ing of and feeling for its charity, and endeavors to encourage each
to put these lessons into practice in his daily life. Thus does it seek
to build a better world by first building better men to work at this
gelf-appointed task in their own communities. Freemasonry believes
in universal peace made possible by the acceptance of its great doctrine
of the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God.

Freemasonry also seeks to enlighten the mind of man by placing
within his grasp a reasonable understanding of the persistence of
life through both time and eternity. In the frame work of its teachings
each man may find a philosophy of life which will fit his own need.

Its Origin.—To point to a single era in human history and say that
Freemasonry was born at that particular time and in a specific place
is not possible. It may be as old as man himself, for its roots spread
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through many ages and among all races of people. Certainly it goes
far beyond historical record, though it has not always been designated
by the name Freemasonry. Even the savages of prehistoric times
had certain ritualistic ceremonies for the young man as he sought to
take his rightful place among the tribal leaders. Imnitiation was a
ceremony prevalent among the ancients; and the mysteries of Egypt,
Greece and the East may be seen as influencing our own rites. These
were designed to test men and to admit only those who were worthy
into the fellowship. To those who won the right to be initiated was
promised the key which would unlock the secrets of the universe.

Operative Masonry can be traced back through the centuries to the
Middle Ages and beyond, for man has long been a builder both by
necessity and by inspiration, seeing in the world around him the
evidences of a Supreme Builder and seeking to imitate Him. [n the
course of time the operative masons bound themselves together in
companies or guilds. Other men were admitted only after they had
served a number of years of apprenticeship, had learned some of the
secrets of the builder’s art and demonstrated their ability as crafts-
men,

The transition of Freemasonry from an operative art to a specula-
tive science came about so gradually that it is difficult to pin-point it
in the history of the Craft. Patrons who were not operative artisans
were taken into the craft, and others who were non-operative followed.
The tools and implements of the builder had long been used to sym-
bolize moral precepts. In this period of change Freemasonry came
to regard these tools and implements almost entirely as spiritual
symbols. Thus their use became exclusively philosophical and figura-
tive, teaching men the universal principles of morality and brotherly
love. At this poini in 1ts long history Freemasonry changed from
operative to speculative.

The Grand Lodge Era.—Modern speculative Freemasonry as we know
it today owes its structure to the Grand Lodge. The history of Masonic
Grand Lodges all over the world is carefully documented and fully
covered by Masonic historians. The beginnings of almost every Grand
Lodge in the world may be read in Gould’s History of Freemasonry,
or that written by Mackey and edited by Clegg, Haywood and others.
Historical sketches are printed in numerous other books which are
available to the new brother. The first Grand Lodge under our system
of speculative Masonry was organized in London in 1717, now known
as the United Grand Lodge of England.

While there are Lodges with historical records earlier than 1717,
these were not Grand Lodges. With the exception of a few Lodges

MENTORS MANUAL S

holden under immemorial right, every regular Masonic Lodge today
exists by virtue of a charter or warrant from a Grand Lodge Each
Grand Lodge is autonomous in its own jurisdiction.

The Grand Lodge is composed of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master, the Grand Wardens, the Grand Treasurer, the Giand Secretary,
the Past Grand Masters, the Past District Deputy Grand Masters. the Past
Grand Wardens, the representatives of the Subordmate Lodges, the District
Deputy Grand Masters, and Past Masters of Subordinate Lodges not in-
cluded in any of the previous categoiies In some Grand Lodges the Past
Masters and Lodge Secretaries are also members of the Grand Lodge. It
is governed, when in session, by the Grand Master assisted by varying
numbers of Grand Lodge Officers, both elected and appomted When the
Grand Lodge is not in session most of its powers are vested in the Grand
Master. The powers of a Grand Lodge aie legislative, executive and
judicial
Titles of Grand Lodges.—Titles of Grand Lodges vary from one geo-
graphical location to another. For the purpose of this section only
the titles used by the Grand Lodges of the United States will be
discussed.

The first of these is A.F. & A.M., meaning Ancient, Free and Ac-
cepted Masons. The word Ancient has many connotations with Free-
masonry other than that of age. The chief among these goes back to
what historians have termed the great schism in English Freemasonry
when the Fraternity was divided into two factions. This was probably
a rivalry, the Antients being founded by certain Irish artisans in
London because they were refused admissiocn to Lodges holden under
“he Grand Lodge. The term Antients and Moderns was first used by
MeDermott, the first Grand Secretary of the Antients. He applied the
epithet Moderns to the older Grand Lodge as a term of derision. As
used today by American Grand Lodges, the term Ancient simply means
that Freemasonry is old. The Royal Art is not practiced today in the
United States according to the ritual of the Antients.

Being nearly equally divided, most of the remaining Grand Lodges
in the U.S. have as part of their titles the letters F. & AM,, meaning
Free and Accepted Masons. These Grand Lodges probably left the
word Ancient out of their title to avoid any possible connection with
the Antient segment of English Freemasonry.

Two other designations are found in two American Grand Lodges.
In South Carolina the title is the Grand Lodge A.F.M., signifying
Ancient Free Masons. In the District of Columbia the Grand Lodge
is designated F.A.AM., Free And Accepted Masons.
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There are two words in these titles which may be further explained.
‘They are free and accepted. The ancient operative craftsmen were
men of such skill and their Craft considered indispensable to the
welfare of both church and state. For this reason they were not placed
under the same restrictions applied by the government or the church
to other workers. They were ‘“free” to pursue their labors, “free”
to travel and “free” to live their lives in a manner which befitted
their importance as Craftsmen. In the England of the 13th, 14th and
156th centuries this was almost a unique distinction, for most workers
were under bond to the owners of the land on which they worked, but
this did not apply to the Freemasons. It is said that this freedom
dates back to the assembly at York in 946.

The word accepted also has a special meaning and its connection
with Freemasonry goes back to the days of the operative Craftsmen.
During the latter years of the Middle Ages there were few educated
men outside the monasteries of the church. Thus, in that day, men
sought to become Freemasons, not with the idea of practicing the art,
but merely to receive the “learning” and other advantages which such
association brought them. These were accepted Masons rather than
operative workmen. The practice of admitting non-operative members
into the Craft probably originated when some of the guild companies
admitted the patrons for whom they were building at the time, and
the practice grew with the passage of time.

With succeeding generations the operative members decreased while
the accepted members increased. Somewhere in the eighteenth century
the accepted Masons were predominant and the transition from oper-
ative to speculative came about as a natural course of events.

Is Freemasonry a Secret Society?—The answer to this question must
be an unqualified NO! A secret society is one which conceals its
membership, has secret meeting places, and of which the public has
no knowledge either as to its organization or its aims and principles.
Freemasonry, therefore, is not a secret society; but it is a society
with secrets. These are few, however, and deal with certain esoterie

parts of the ritual of its degrees, its obligations and modes of recog-
nition.

The Masonic Temple in most cities is a prominent land mark—
brightly lighted at night, into which men go openly almost every
evening in the week. Men are proud to wear its emblems and in
many other ways to indicate that they are Freemasons.

The purposes, ideals and principles of Freemasonry may be learned
by anyone who inquires. There are numerous books on these subjects
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which may be obtained and read by anyone, even those who are n?t
Masons. Public notices of Masonic meetings appear frequently in
the newspapers and its members are usually numberea among the
more prominent citizens of the community.

Is Freemasonry a Religion?—Here again the answer must be an em-
phatic NO! We should go one step further and say that Freemasonry
is religious in its teachings. Each man who aspires ‘?o be a Free-
mason is required to state that he believes and trusts n God as the
Supreme Architect of the Universe. Belief in God is simply an ex-
pression of faith, not a theological statement of the nature of Deity.

Freemasonry does not require church membership before a person
may petition for admission. That choice belongs to the indiv:du'al,
but most active Masons are also active churchmen. Our Fraternity
has never been a part of any organized religious sect or church. The
choice of creed and church belongs to the individual and Freemasonry
does not infringe his religious prerogatives. It has no religious dogma
and is based upon tolerance, seeking only to unite men under the
common banner of brotherhood.

No Mason should attempt io substitute the teachings of our Order
or membership in & Lodge for his church. As a thinking man he has
a right to belong to or refuse membership in an established Chl.:lr(!h.
He who seeks to substitute Freemasonry for religion knows little,
if anything, about either of them.

Can n Catholic Become A Mason? —There is nothing in any of the
Masonic doctrines, rules or regulations, or the laws of our Grand
Lodge which would prevent a Catholic from becoming a Mason be-
cause of his church membership. If such were the case, Freemasonry
could make no claim to universality, nor could it state that it did rlxot
espouse any theological doctrine or dogma if it made any distinction
between men because of their religious beliefs.

Howcver, the relationship between Freemasonry and the Roman
atholic Church is greatly misunderstood by many Masons as well
3 most of the general public. This misunderstanding has led to many
talse conclusions and created barriers where none exist, so far as
Freemasonry is concerned.

It is a historical fact that a number of Catholic Popes have regar(%ed
Masonry with disfavor and caused Papal Bulls to be issued which
condemned Freemasonry and prohibited membership in it to all
Catholies. Perhapé the most famous of these edicts is that issued by
Pope Leo XIII in 1884, known as the letter, Humanum Genus. de-
nounecing both Freemasonry and the spirit of the age.
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Many prominent Catholics have been Masons in spite of these edicts.
Masonry generally has given no official recognition to these many
evidences of papal disfavor. It has chosen to follow its own admoni-
tion of “silence and circumspection” smce Pope Clement XII issued the
first of these edicts in 1738.

No Atheist Can Become a Mason.—A fundamental landmark of Free-
masonry is a belief in God. An expression of this belief is required
as a prerequisite for admission into our Lodges. The atheist denies
even the existence of God and has no belief in a Supreme Being by
any other name. For this reason as well as others, Freemasonry de-
nies its rights and privileges to the atheist.

Since Communism denies the very existence of God, this landmark
would serve to bar those who subsecribe to and believe in this philosophy
from becoming Freemasons. Mistakenly, Communism is often re-
garded as a political movement rather than what it is—a philosophy
of atheistic materialism. Its believers have imposed their ruthless
will on many countries today.

Subjects Not Proper for Discussion in Lodges.—Freemasonry is not
a negative organization but there are a few subjects which may not
be discussed in a Masonic Lodge. These generally concern religions,
nations and politics. There are excellent reasons for such prohibition
and these will be explained.

When Masons meet together within the portals of the Lodge they
are always on a common level without the distinetions of class or wealth
which are regarded so highly in the world. Each brother is entitled
to his own beliefs and each may follow his own convictions as these
are dictated by his conseience. In a Masonic Lodge each stands before
his Creator as a man, unbolstered by wealth, class or position.

The objective of Freemasonry is to unite men rather than divide
them. The subjects which are not to be discussed are those on which
honest differences of opinion might well create friction between
brethren who are otherwise favorably disposed to each other.

There is often a difference of opinion and warm debate concerning
those things which are a part of the Lodge’s business. Such discus-
sions are wholesome as long as they are kept within the bounds of
propriety and there is an exhibition of tolerance for the opinions of
others. Each Master desires to have harmony in his Lodge and when
a matter has been decided by vote, that decision must be accepted by
every member regardless of how he voted. There are, of course,
<ertain instances in which a legal appeal may be taken.
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Freemasonry and Politics.—Politics is one of the forbidden areas of
discussion in our Masonic Lodges. Therefore, Freemasons, acting as
such, do not participate in partisan politics. Nor does a Lodge or
the Fraternity as a whole take any part in politics. This is one of
those areas in which honest differences of opinion could disrupt the
peace and harmony of any Lodge. One of Freemasonry’s basic cqn-
cepts is to unite men; political differences of opinion could easily
spoil this objective.

The teachings of Freemasonry urge each man to be a good citizen
and to perform his civic duties. Nothing should keep any Mason
from expressing his opinion or from serving his city, county, state or
nation in every honorable manner. Participation in politics as in-
dividual citizens is a right which belongs to every man. However, he
must not act politically as a Freemason or in the name of Freemasonry
in exercising his individual right. Many of our civic leaders of today
and in the past have been members of the Craft and proud to support
its endeavors.

Qualifications of a Petitioner.—To petition a Masonic Lodge for the
degrees and eventual membership, the petitioner must have certain
essential qualifications. TFirst, he must believe in God. Each petition
form in Virginia contains these words, The subscriber . . . begs leave
to state that he believes and trusts in God as the Supreme Architect
and Governor of the Universe . . . and the petitioner affixes his sig-
nature to this declaration. Second, he must be of legal or lawful age,
which in Virginia is twenty-one elapsed years after birth. Third, he
must be able to perform his part in the ceremonies Fourth, he must be
able to read and write, for the petition must be completed in his own hand-
writing. Fifth, he must be of good moral character, under the tongue
of good report, recommended and vouched for by at least two Master
Masons, preferably members of the Lodge which he petitions.

Membership Solicitation Prohibited.—Coercion is a word unknown in
the parlance of Freemasonry and every act which a brother performs
as a Mason or in the name of Masonry is done of his ow volition.
Thus, he first becomes a petitioner of “his own free will and accord,”
without pressure from any person or group. The petition which he
signs contains a statement that, unbiased by friends and uninfluenced
by mercenary motrves he offers himself a candidate for the mysteries
of Masonry. This is his first act toward becoming a Mason, freely
and voluntarily taken. As he advances in Masonry he will find this
freedom of action and thought brought again and again to the fore-
front of his thinking until it becomes a cherished privilege.
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Freemasonry has prospered and grown through the voluntary acts
and the way of life which is exemplified by its members. Thus the
personal life of every brother and the acts he performs of his own
free will become a silent but most effective exemplification of Free-
masonry in the world in which he lives. Through the influence of
these lives, silent and unspoken, other good men are attracted to our
standard. The success of this silent witnessing is attested by the
steady growth of the Fraternity through the centuries.

Why Is It Called Blue Lodge? —The term Blue Lodge is quite com-
monly used to refer to Craft Masonry, but the correct name is the
Symbolic Lodge.

Where, when or why the name Blue Lodge originated is not known.
However, there have been many explanations written for this term.
Blue 1s generally regarded as the color of truth and fidelity. These
are the basic teachings of our Craft. Blue is the color used to charae-
terize friendship, one of the jewels of a Mason. Blue has been used
to trim and ornament Masonic aprons, collars and clothing; thus
these symbolic and practical uses of that color may account for the
name.

Others have found some symbolism in the blue arch of the heavens
and have urged that for a Freemason the virtues of friendship and
benevolence must be as expansive as the heavens. These are all
suppositions and symbols with beautiful meanings, but let us re-
member that the correct name is Symbolic Lodge, despite the fact
that blue as a color and a symbol is prominent in our teachings.

Preparation for Initiation.—To receive the greatest benefit from the
Degree of Entered Apprentice the candidate should be urged to pre-
pare his mind for its reception. Each one who seeks to be initiated
should strive to attain serenily of mind and humility of spirit. He
should divest his thoughts of any apprehensions, entering the Lodge
with a mental attitude which will enable him to appreciate the serious
and solemn ceremonies through which he will pass. Encourage him
to remember that Freemasonry regards every man as a child of God
with a dignity and purpose given him by his Creator, of which no
man should seek to divest him. He should be cautioned to pay strict
attention to every part of the ceremony in order that he may gain
some understanding of the teachings of Freemasonry.

The methods which Freemasonry uses to teach will be new and un-
usual, its truths being imparted since ancient times by allegory and
symbolism. The fact that this method has been effective for more
than two centuries should be explained to the candidate in order te
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make the lessons more impressive as he progresses through the de-
grees. He should also learn that every Mason in the Lodge room is
his friend and each, in time, will become his brother.

Hazing in the Symbolic Lodge.—There is no place in our ceremonies
for horseplay or hazing, and there is none. The ritual of Freemasonry
is serious and solemn, inculcating spiritual lessons with great dignity.
Every part of its ceremonies serves but o emphasize the truth it
would teach.

Anything which is told the candidate, in a joking manner or other-
wise, which contradicts the foregoing statements, serves only to dese-
crate the honorable purposes of Freemasonry. The candidate should
be often reminded that he need have no apprehension concerning his
reception within the Lodge, for he is entering a society of friends
and brothers in which he will be treated with dignity and decorum
at all times.

The Heart of the Masonie Family.—Freemasonry is not just another
fraternity or assaciation of men banded together for social, political
or economic advantage. It does inculcate friendship and brotherly
love as the foundation stones of its philosophy, but it is also a prac-
tical association which makes many worthwhile contributions to our
society in this twentieth century.

Most of the Grand Lodges in the United States operate Masonic
Homes for the care of orphans, the aged brother, his wife or his
widow. Some of them also operate hospitals and provide nursing
care for those who need the arm of brotherly love about their shoulders
in their twilight years. The Grand Lodges which do not operate
homes have assistance programs to serve the same ends. That which
is offered by the Grand Lodges is done on a selective basis; member-
ship in the fraternity does not confer a vested right on anyone to
receive guch care in his latter years.

The Masonic family is proud of the contributions made by the
appendant bodies and orders which are composed entirely of Masons.
Perhaps the largest and best known contribution is that made by the
Shrine Hospitals for Crippled Children. Nmeteen umits and three burns
centers, located all over the United States, Canada, Hawaii and Mexico
minister to the needs of crippled children, regardless of racial, rehgious or
fraternal background, whose families cannot pay for the surgical care need-
ed to make them whole again and enable them to become useful citizens.

The Knights Templar Eye Foundation works unceasingly to combat
the loss of sight. It supplies funds for surgical treatment as well as
for glasses to those who cannot pay for these necessities, without
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regard to race, religion or fraternal background. The Foundation
is also making grants to various hospitals for the continuing study

of diseases of the eye and for the purchase of modern equipment to
serve this field.

Darkness also comes to the mind. The Scottish Rite, Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction, has conducted a program of research in schizo-
phrenia since 1935. Helped by its contributions, both financially and
technical, the treatment of this disease of the mind has greatly ad-
vanced in the last quarter century.

Medical science also receives help and encouragement in the fields
of cancer research and muscular distrophy from the Grotto and in
that of muscular distrophy from the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, two other
groups composed entirely of Masons.

In the field of education the Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction,
has endowed a chair in the School of Government at George Washing-
ton University at Washington, D. C. Most of the State Scottish Rite
groups have fellowships which are awarded to graduate students
wishing to attend this school of government who are deemed worthy.
The Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, has an Educational Foun-
dation which loans funds to worthy students, thus enabling them to
complete their final two years in college. This program has also been
in operation for many years and has been very successful,

Space does not permit the further expansion of this subject. At-
tention is invited to the fine visitation program conducted by the
Masonic Service Association in Veterans Hospitals all over the United
States. The dedicated brethren serving in this field have enabled
Masonry to light another candle on the altars of brotherly love.
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Chapter I11

Degree of Entered Apprentice

The candidate has now received the first degree in Masonry and
has thereby opened the door to another area of education and in-
spiration which marks the first step in his Masonic indoctrination and
progress. He should have impressed on his mind the three qualities
which each Entered Apprentice must possess if he is to attain full
benefit and enjoyment of Freemasonry. These are Obedience, Hu-
mility, and Industriousness. He must obey those who are appointed
to teach him if he would learn what is required of him before he
progresses further. He must have a sense of humility so that he
will not develop a belief that he knows more than those who are as-
signed to teach him. He must also develop a spirit of industry, for
Freemasonry requires those who would know her treasures to labor

" for them.

Responsibility for Instruction.—The full responsibility for the proper
instruction of the candidate rests upon the Worshipful Master of the
Lodge. Under our present plan for Masonic instruction two instruc-
tors should be appointed by him; one to teach the ritualistic catechisms
and the other to serve the candidate as his Mentor, providing him
with the other aspects of his Masonic instruction. The Mentor should
endeavor to be his friendly advisor during the entire period in which
he is receiving his degrees and until he has mastered those funda-
mentals of Craft Masonry so that he is prepared to pursue his study
of any and all of the facets of Masonry which are of interest to him.

It should be understood that the duties of the Mentor are not com-
pleted when the candidate receives the Degree of Master Mason, nor
when he has been examined and declared proficient on that degree.
[ndoctrination must continue until the new Mason is thoroughly
oriented in the Lodge, interested in its affairs and a habitual attend-
ant at its communications. Then, and only then, can we say that the
task is completed which the Mentor began at the time of the candi-
date’s election to receive the First Degree.

Reports of the candidate’s progress should be made to the Worship-
ful Master in order that he may schedule the next degree as soon as
the new brother is prepared to receive it. One of our objectives should
be that of keeping the enthusiasm of the candidate at the highest
level, giving him degrees and instruction as rapidly as he can receive
and appreciate both.

Must be First Prepared in His Heart.—As a man thinketh so is he;
but as he purposes in his heart so will his life be. The heart, figura-
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tively speaking, 15 the seat of man’s affections and desires. If he is
clean within, his life will reflect that condition; but the reverse is
also true.

Freemasonry is concerned with the building of character in the
life of the individual. That building must begin in the heart, for if
it is not properly receptive, we can expect to make little impression
on the mind. Hence each who comes seeking light must first be pre-
pared in his heart.

Duly and Truly Prepared.—The wearing of special garments which
are furnished by the Lodge is done in order to emphasize our concern
with man’s internal qualities rather than his worldly wealth and
honors. By wearing the garments of humility the candidate signifies
the sincerity of his intentions.

It is necessary that he be prepared thus in order that the symbolic
meaning of all which transpires both at the West Gate and in the
Lodge room iiself may be presented anew to him each time he is
prepared and on every occasion when he sees another candidate enter
the West Gate.

Symbolism, a Means of Teaching.—Most of the great lessons of Free-
masonry are imparted by symbols wisely selected by our Masonic fore-
fathers for that purpose. In the preparation of the candidate there
are certain symbols which he may not recognize or appreeciate because
these are mentioned but briefly in the lecture. These are in part:

The Hoodwink is a symbol of darkness in which the uninitiated
dwells. It is also & symbol of secrecy and is practiced for spiritual
rather than physical reasons. The darkness of the hoodwink is dis-
placed by the light of understanding when the candidate penetrates
the mysteries before him.

The Cable-tow is a symbol of those external restraints which must
be placed upon the life of man. It is also generally regarded to mean
the scope of one’s ability to perform his obligations to his brethren.

Entrance: the ritualistic ceremony covered by this term includes
all which transpires at the West Gate and is intended to teach the
significance of initiation as the symbolic birth of the candidate into
the world of Masonry in which he can give and receive as he wishes,
deriving pleasure and satisfaction, or discontent and unhappiness as
he may choose.

The Reception of the candidate within the Lodge room is intended
to symbolize the fact that the obligations which he will assume are
solemn and that there is a penalty if these are violated. It also re-
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minds man that his every act has a consequence, either in the form
of a reward or a penalty. Man reapeth as he soweth,

Lodge of the Holy Saints John at Jerusalem.—Freemasonry long
ago chose as its patron saints John the Baptist and John the Evange-
list. Having done so, the brethren arrived at the conclusion that their
patron saints belonged to a Lodge and that it must have been in the
city in which they lived—Jerusalem. By this tradition all Lodges came
from the one at Jerusalem. By tradition also every Mason hails
from such a Lodge. By coming from this mythical Lodge he proves
that he hails from a “just and legally constituted Lodge.”

The Form of a Lodge.—The form of a Lodge is an oblong square,
or a rectangle. It extends from East to West and between North
and South. The East in a Masonic Lodge does not necessarily mean
the actual point of the compass., The East in the Lodge is the station
of the Worshipful Master from which he dispenses light and instruec-
tion to all his brethren. The other points, West, South and North,
are located in proper relation to the station of the Master,

The Rite of Circwmambulation.—The word circumambulate means
to walk around some central point or object. In Masonry the rite is
performed in a clockwise manner, patterned after the movement of
the sun as it is seen from the earth moving from East to West by way
of the South. The candidate’s journey around the altar enables the
brethren to observe that he is properly prepared. Circumambulation
is much older than initiation, even into the Ancient Mysteries, for it
goes back to savage man who worshipped the sun and reproduced
its light and heat with fire on his own crude stone altars, around
which he marched in humble adoration and worshipful imitation of
the journey of the sun across the sky.

Circumambulation should teach the apprentice that Freemasonry is
a progressive science and by means of it man may gather truth as
he progresses. It also teaches that life is a progressive journey
through which each must travel toward his ultimate destiny.

The Altar.—This is the central piece of furniture in the Lodge and
upon it rest the three Great Lights in Masonry. It is symbolic of
many things. Its location in the Lodge symbolizes the place which
God has in Masonry and which he should have in every human life.
It is also a symbol of worship and faith. The candidate approaches
the altar in search of light and there assumes his obligations. Here,
in the presence of God and his brethren, he offers himself to the
service of the Supreme Architect of the Universe and to mankind in
general.
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The altar is the point on which life in our Masonic Lodges is focused.
The precepts for which the Great Lights stand should serve to guide
the thoughts and actions of the brethren both in the Lodge and abroad
in the world. The altar supporting the Great Light should remind
each brother who stands before it that faith supports life itself.

The Worshipful Master.— (a) Why is the presiding officer of the
Lodge called Worshipful? This is an old English word meaning
worthy of respect. Thus it comes to us in Masonry as a title of respect
given to the officer who rules and governs the Lodge. Since he is
chosen by the brethren, they deem him to have sufficient wisdom,
integrity and Masonic knowledge to govern the Lodge properly.

(b) Why is the Worshipful Master’s station in the East? In the
world of nature the sun rises in the East to shed light and luster on
the earth. In like manner it is the province of the Master to be the
source of Masonic knowledge for his brethren and they “approach
the East in search of light.”

(¢) Why does the Master wear a hat in the Lodge? The Worshipful
Master usually wears a hat while the rest of the brethren remain
uncovered for gseveral reasons. Keeping the head covered while others
are uncovered has long been a symbol of superior rank. Men usually
uncover in the presence of those they deem to be of superior rank as
a mark of respect. The wearing of the hat by the Worshipful Master
may be done because King Solomon wore a crown as a mark of
dignity. For these reasons and others, the Master of a Masonic Lodge
usually wears a hat in the East.

The Great Lights of Freemasonry.—The Great Light of Free-
masonry is the Volume of the Sacred Law and it is an indispensable
part of the furniture of a Lodge. The Grand Lodges of the United
States use the Holy Bible as the V.S.L on their altars, but the can-
didate who is not a Christian or Jew is entitled to have his own
sacred book substituted for the Bible. In some Lodges in other coun-
tries the altars of Masonry have more than one Volume of the Sacred
Law on them and the candidate may choose the one on which he is
obligated.

No Lodge may stand open unless the Holy Bible is opened upon its
altar, its pages displaying the proper passage appropriate to the
degree in which the Lodge is working. The open Bible signifies that
by the light of its teachings we must regulate our conduct, for it is
the rule and guide of our faith.

The Square and Compasses have ritualistic explanations which
should suffice for the candidate. The Square is a symbol of morality,
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truthfulness and honesty. To *“act on the square” is to act honestly. The
Compasses are a symbol of restraint, of skill and of knowledge. The
Square and Compasses are almost universally recognized as the out-
standing symbol of Freemasonry itself.

The Obligation.—The obligation is the heart of the degree, for
when it is assumed by the candidate, he has solemnly bound himself
to Freemasonry and assumed certain duties which are his for the
rest of his life. The taking of the obligation is a visible and audible
evidence of the candidate’s sincerity of purpose. By it he gives mean-
ing to all the other parts of the degree which have gone before as
well as that which comes after.

The obligation has a two-fold purpose. In addition to binding the
candidate to Freemasonry and its duties, it also protects the Fra-
ternity against the revelation of its secrets as these deal with its
modes of recognition and symbolic instruction. The candidate should
understand that the great truths which Masonry teaches are not
secret, but the manner in which Freemasonry teaches these comes
in this category.

Penalties for Violation of Obligation.—The penalties incurred for
willful violation of your Masonic obligation will nol be of a physical
nature. Thosc which you recite at the conclusion of your obligation
in the Lodge room are purely symbolic. However, the Mason who
violates his obligation will subject himself to Masonie discipline which
could include the loss of his membership in the Lodge and the Frater-
nity, either by suspension or expulsion therefrom. Assuredly the
violator will also be subject to the scorn and contempt of all good
Masons.

The ancient oral penalties already mentioned are retained in our
ritual to impress upon the mind of each brother how serious a vio-
lation will be regarded by the members of the Fraternity. These were
assumed voluntarily, and every means possible is used to impress
the new Mason with the solemnity and the necessity for faithful
performance of them,

The Rite of Salutation.—The Rite of Salutation as practiced in our
Lodges requires each initiate to salute the Wardens of the Lodge in
their stations. This is done to teach him to recognize the authority
vested in the principal officers of the Lodge and thus the salute
becomes a symbol of the brother’s respect for all duly constituted
Masonie authority as represented by the chief officers of the Lodge in
which he is initiated.

The new brother will observe that the due guard and sign are both
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employed in this particular ceremony, but at other times the due
guard is most often used in our Virginia Lodges. Other Grand Lodges
have different customs, some requiring the due guard and sign, while
others use only the sign or penal sign, as it is often denominated.
The due guard is used to remind each of his obligation and so to serve
as a continuing pledge for the faithful performance thereof. It is
also used as a form of salutation to the Worshipful Master when
entering the Lodge or when rising to speak.

The Masonic Aprun—The apron is an ancient appendage and it has
taken many forms among the various crafts of the world. Though
we associate it chiefly with Freemasonry, its use was not confined
to the operative stonemason. The apprentice stoneman wore his
apron with a bib held in place by a strap around his neck. This pro-
tected his clothing from damage by the large rough stones which he
handled.

The apron was also worn by certain officers of the Church of Eng-
land as a badge of servitude and this use of the time-honored badge
of a Mason by the church may have affected some of our symbolism.
The Mason, by wearing the apron, may be testifying to his under-
standing of the service which Freemasonry would have us render to
our fellow-men. The badge also signifies that Freemasons are work-
ers rather than drones; builders rather than obstructionists.

Both the symbolic material—lambskin—and the color of the apron
—white—make it an emblem of innocence and purity. In the words
used to present the apron it is described as being ‘“more ancient than
the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, more honorable than the Star
and Garter . ..” These are the honored decorations of ancient Rome
and Medieval Europe and the apron is held up as an ennobling deco-
ration conferred only on the selected who come into our Craft.

The Rite of Destitution.—This rite is also ancient and was practiced
in the older initiations in recognition of a belief that the planets had
an affimty for certain metals. These planets also exerted certain in-
fluences over human beings. In the ancient ceremonies of initiation
all metals were left behind so that disturbing planetary influences
were not brought within the place where the initiated met.

In Freemasonry this ancient rite is still used to teach the initiate
that he is to bring nothing into the Lodge which would destroy its
peace and harmony. As he is divested of worldly reminders, leaving
them without the Lodge, so he is reminded that he must leave his pas-
sions and prejudices without when he enters its portals. Another
great lesson, that of relieving another brother’s distress, is taught
by means of this ancient rite.
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The Northeast Corner.—This is the traditional location of the corner-
stone or foundation stome as it was more appropriately denominated
by our ancient brethren. Both the stone and its location would signify
a beginning. The Entered Apprentice is placed at this point midway
between the darkness of the North and the brilliance of the East to
signify that he has begun his Masonic life. He has left the darkness
of the North, symbolizing ignorance of things Masonic, and is moving
toward the light of knowledge which comes from the East. The
Entered Apprentice has laid the foundation stone of his Masonic life
and must now erect the edifice of character in the light of the teach-
ings which come from the East.

The Working Tools.—The working tools presented the candidates are
those used by the ancient operative craftsman in the erection of the
building on which he was working. To the Speculative Mason these
represent the moral habits and forces by which man shapes and
frequently reshapes the materials of his human nature, often a
stubborn and difficult task. By these symbolic tools he also fits his
own behavior to the society in which he dwells. The working tools
themselves are appropriately explained in the ritualistic ceremonies.

The Charge.—At the end of the ritualistic ceremony of initiation and
instruction the candidate is charged to perform his Masonic duties;
the substance of that charge is a summation of them.

There are a number of documents known to Masonic students as
the Old or Ancient Charges of a Freemason. In these were found the
fundamental principles of ancient Masonic law and usage, both written
and unwritten. These were compiled from the original records of
Freemasonry by a Committee of brethren of the Grand Lodge of
Bngland and written by James Anderson, George Payne and John T.
Desaguliers at various times during the second decade of the 18th
century. These are often referred to as the Constitutions of 1723
and are printed in the front of our Virginia Methodical Digest. In
these are to be found the excellent rules and maxims laid down for
the conduct of the individual Mason as well as of the Lodge of which
he 1s & part. Since these are printed, it should be our purpose to
recommend a study of them by the new brother at an appropriate time.

The Lecture.—The lecture attached to the Degree is intended to elabo-
rate certain phases of the ritual, giving a broader explanation of it
in order that the candidate may understand both the ceremony and
purpose behind the inclusion of each in the ritual. In this portion
he will have explained to him in greater detail some of the symbolism
with which Freemasonry is embellished.
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The frequent references to King Solomon’s temple in this and the
other degrees lead to the false conclusion that the Fraternity was
founded by him. Freemasonry as an organized Craft came into being
many centuries after the reign of Israel’s greatest king. However,
our ritual is based upon Masonic legends connected with both Solomon
and the Temple at Jerusalem and this subject has enriched its
symbolism.

The Catechisms.—This series of questions and answers is intended to
teach each initiate the language of Freemasonry, to fix in his mind
the teachings of the degree, to impress upon his consciousness the
facets of the obligation he has assumed, and to enable him to prove
to his satisfaction and that of his brethren that he is a Mason.

To each candidate’s mind there probably comes the question as
to the necessity for committing the catechism to memory. Much of
our ritual is esoteric or unwritten and each is required to memorize
the language with some degree of perfection, since each is a potential
teacher of other new brethren and through each man numbered among
its votaries Freemasonry seeks to transmit its truth pure and unim-
paired from generation to generation.

The Origin of Our Ritual.—The origin of our Ritual cannot be traced
much beyond the years of the 18th century. The father of the English
Ritual was undoubtedly William Preston (1742-1818), who left an
indelible imprint upon Freemasonry that is still apparent today.
However, it must be remembered that the ritual now used has been
refined and polished without being basically changed in character
in the nearly two centuries since Preston first exemplified his rituals
in London. Prior to Preston’s time the ritual of Freemasonry was
a perpetuation of the practices and customs of the day-to-day work
of the Operative Freemason which gradually had the emphasis shifted
from the practical to the moral and spiritual values as the Accepted
Masons began to outnumber the Operative Brethren in the Lodges.
It is well for us to remember that the ritual, as such, was not designed
as a series of ceremonies; rather it was an education in mathematics
and the liberal arts and this idea was Preston’s central theme.

In early Speculative Masonry there may have been but one degree
and a Master’s part. After a few years three degrees emerged and
began to be generally practiced. In later years others may have been
added until the United Grand Lodge of England declared (sometime
after 1813) that “Ancient Craft Masonry consists of three degrees
and no more . . .” but a fourth, the Royal Arch, was included as a
part of the Master Mason Degree which was intended to be available
to those who had served in the chair as Master of the Lodge. The

MENTORS MANUAL 25

Royal Arch is no longer considered a part of Craft Masonry but is
conferred in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons as the final degree
of the Capitular System.

The Language of Freemasonry.—Why is the language of Freemasonry
so different from that which we normally use? This question arises
m the minds of many men as they study the catechisms and hear
the rituals of Masonry given in our Lodges. As has been noted, the
Ritual of Freemasonry is a product of the early decades of the 18th
century. It contains much of the language of that century and into
it have been incorporated words and phrases which come from the
older instructions which were a part of Operative Masonry in a much
earlier day.

If the time and effort is expended to study the words of our Ritual,
the student will discover that the thought and teaching imparted can-
not be clothed in fewer words and still retain their meaning. The
phrases serve to hold the attention of the new brother, and though the
rituals were re-written by Preston and others, these peculiar words
and phrases have survived to become an integral part of our Free-
masonry, which may not now be changed without creating an innova-
tion in the body of Masonry itself, thereby violating one of the
ancient charges read to every Worshipful Master for his assent when
he is seated in the East.

Masonic Emblems.—The Entered Apprentice should study all of the
emblems of the degree for each is important and should be thoroughly
understood by him. An emblem 1s, of course, the visible representa-
tion of an idea. For example, the lamb is usually an emblem of in-
nocence. In Masonry the emblem carries with it an allegorical sig-
nificance and suggests some truth to the mind. The twenty-four
inch gauge 1s an emblem of the twenty-four hours of each day. The
way in which time should be used by the Freemason is called to
mind by this simple instrument of the stonemason.

The emblems of the degree and each of the symbols which are used
to purvey the wise and beautiful lessons should be explained to the
new brother. The Mentor should also endeavor to make him under-
stand that Masonry teaches largely by symbols and a thorough un-
derstanding of them will enable him to grasp the meaning of its truths.

When To Arise and When To Be Scated in Lodge.—The gavel in the
hands of the Master of a Lodge is one of the symbols of authornty
by which he governs. When the gavel is sounded once in the East,
the brethren must come to order; two raps call the officers of the Lodge
to their feet; when three raps are given, all of the brethren must
stand. Thereafter one rap of the Master’s gavel seats the Lodge.
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If the Worshipful Master addresses you by name, arise, face the
East and listen to his instructions. The brother wishing to speak
rises and makes the due guard, waits until the Master recognizes
him and then addresses his remarks to him.

The Tiler.—The Tiler (spelled Tyler in some Grand Lodges) is the
guardian of the avenues approaching the Lodge. A Lodge is said to
be duly tiled when the necessary precautions have been taken to
guard against intrusion by cowans, eavesdroppers or other un-
authorized persons. Each brother permitted to enter the Lodge after
it is opened is vouched for by the Tiler as qualified to enter.

Among his duties the Tiler informs the Junior Deacon when a quali-
fied brother wishes to enter the Lodge. He also ascertains that each
one who seeks to enter is properly clothed and informs them of the
degree in which the Lodge is then working. In many Lodges this
officer is also the custodian of its property and prepares the Lodge
before it is opened.

Lodge Prayer.—No Lodge can be opened or stand open without prayer
which is offered by the Chaplain or, in his absence, by the Master
himself. The prayers used for this purpose are a part of the ritual
in Virginia, and these must be used to the exclusion of all others
to avoid offense or sectarianism in the Lodge.

At the conclusion of the prescribed prayer each member responds
with the words, So Mote It Be, thus adopting the words of the prayer
as his own. This expression is from an older form of the English
language and may be properly translated, So May It Ever Be.

The Rights of an Entered Apprentice.—These are very limited since
he is not required to pay dues and cannot vote or hold office. In
Operative Masonry the Apprentice was not considered a part of the
Masonic Craft even though he was entered upon the books of the
Lodge. The Entered Apprentice of modern Masonry is not entitled
to organized Masonic charity, but this does not bar him from receiv-
ing assistance from a Mason as an individual. He is not entitled to
receive a Masonic burial nor can he attend the funeral of a brother
clothed as a Mason.

The Entered Apprentice may attend a Lodge on the First Degree
of Masonry if he is properly vouched for by a Master Mason. He is
entitled to be instructed and has the right to demonstrate his pro-
ficiency before being advanced to the degree of Fellow Craft. He
may not receive the other Degrees of Craft Masonry elsewhere without
the consent of his Lodge. Such conferral of the degrees may be re-
quested if he removes from the jurisdiction of the Lodge in which he
was elected to receive the Entered Apprentice Degree.
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The Responsibilities of An Entered Apprentice.—The particular re-
sponsibilities of an Entered Apprentice are relatively few. To keep
inviolable the secrets entrusted to him, to conduct himself with proper
decorum, and to seek the light of Masonic knowledge with diligence
will probably cover all of the specific duties of the new Mason.
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Chapter IV

Degree of Fellow Craft

The Degree of Fellow Craft emphasizes the dignity and worth of
the individual. It represents man as an instrument of the Supreme
Architect of the Universe. As such he is a workman whose duty it
is to invent, create and achieve, and thus to express his own genius
and individuality. The cornerstone of our democracy is its belief in
this same principle. All of its institutions are designed to encourage
the development of individual genius and to allow man to become as
great as he wills and labors to be. The ruling principle of our form
of government is that the State must not interfere with the indi-
vidual’s freedom to any greater extent than is necessary to preserve
the existence of that society in which individual freedom can flourish.

The Degree of Fellow Craft symbolizes man in the prime years of
his life, an adult who is ready to accept the responsibilities of life,
not only for himself but for his family and the enlarged circle which
is his world. As the Mason assumes the duties and privileges of a
Fellow Craft, he is brought face to face with the many important
lessons which are taught in the degree, not the least of which is that
of responsibility for his own destiny and that of the State as well.

The Degree teaches much of what was considered essential knowl-
edge by Preston, who envisioned Masonry as a liberal education and
fashioned the ritual along these lines. Its themes are, therefore,
education and achievement. As man labors in pursuit of knowledge,
s0 does he obtain entrance into parts of life and society which were
hitherto unknown to him.

As with the Degree of Entered Apprentice, the Degree of Fellow
Craft is not to be regarded as a stepping-stone to the Degree of
Master Mason. Its lessons are a vital part of our Freemasonry; one
part of its teaching is imparted to the Entered Apprentice, another
to the Fellow Craft; but each is an important and complete lesson
in which no subordination of Masonry is to be found. The candidate
should keep before him at all times the fact that Freemasonry is
too extensive to be exemplified in the ritual which enables him to
receive the Degree in one evening.

Meaning of the Term Fellow Craft—This term is one of a large
number which have technical meanings peculiar to Freemasonry.
Originally the Entered Apprentice was not considered to be a part
of the Masonic Craft, even though he was entered upon the books
of the Lodge. It was not until he had passed his apprenticeship and
had been accepted as a Fellow that he was considered to be a Crafts-

MENTORS MANUAL 29

man. The Craft was an organization of skilled workmen and the
Entered Apprentice lacked the skill to qualify. The Fellow, on the
other hand, was one who was obligated to the duties of membership
and entitled to its privileges.

The Denominations of Masonry.—The Ritual informs us that these
are the Operative and the Speculative. The Operative Craft was the
immediate predecessor of the modern or Speculative Masonry. Oper-
ative Masonry existed through many centuries of man’s development.
In Masonic history the Operative denomination is considered to be
that period of time prior to the 18th century when the members were
the operative stonemasons and architects engaged in the construction
of public and private buildings. They were the most skilled artisans
of their time and the products of their labor may be seen in the great
cathedrals and castles of both England and the European Continent.

Speculative Freemasonry is the child of the Operative Art, de-
veloped during those latter years of its history when the great build-
ings were nearly completed. The Freemasonry which owes its alle-
giance to the Grand Lodge system came into being in 1717 when the
Grand Lodge of England was formed. The working tools of the
operative craftsman are used by the Fraternity today as symbolic
instruments for the erection of those stately mansions of human
character. In the hands of the Speculative Craftsman these working
tools have become the purveyors of moral and spiritual lessons to
the men who come to its altars in search of light. Thus has Free-
masonry become a system of ethics, philosophy and a way of life
for its votaries.

The Evolution From Operative to Speculative.—Here again we are
dealing with an illusive event, for we cannot reach into the years
and point to a single day as that in which the operative art became
the Speculative Science. The change was gradual and probably
stretched over a period of more than half-a-century. It began early
in the 17th century and the change was still in progress in the first
years of the 18th century. It may have begun with the acceptance
of patrons into the operative lodges. Others followed them in seeking
membership who were not interested in becoming stonemasons. Those
who were admitted by the consent of the operative masons became
accepted Masons. Because of the moral and ethical values stressed
in the training given an operative apprentice, the “speculatives” of
the 17th century saw an established and honorable vehicle for their
own use. Membership was sought for the spiritual, social and cultural
advantages offered and the number of accepted Masons grew rapidly.

The decline of Gothic architecture and the lessened demands for
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great building projects had greatly reduced the number of skilled
operative craftsmen needed to carry on the construction under way
at the time. The end of an era was at hand and the operative craft
was faced with extinction.

During this same period, however, interest in Speculative Masonry
had grown and the number of accepted Masons in the older operative
lodges had increased. Instead of passing into oblivion as did so many
of the institutions of the day, the Craft became predominantly specu~
lative, and its growth and strength has progressed to a point never
envisioned by its founders. Much of this growth may be attributed
to the formation of the Grand Lodge of England at the meeting of
the four old Lodges in London in the Goose and Gridiron Tavern in
1717, at which Anthony Sayer, gentleman, was elected Grand Master.
Its Provincial Grand Lodges spread over much of the world and
some of these eventually became Grand Lodges in their own right.
Thus over a period of time was the evolution begun and the transition
completed.

The Basic Teachings of the Second Degree.—Based on Masonic symbol-
ism, the Fellow Craft Degree covers the years of manhood and re-
sponsibility in the cycle of human life. In it man finds opportunities
to obtain useful knowledge and the means of applying that knowledge
to the building of his character and the betterment of the society
in which he lives. At the outset the discerning mind sees the Divine
Plan and finds its own funetion and place in it. The new brother also
discovers two great themes developed in the degree—education and
achievement.

The father of our Masonie rituals, William Preston (1742-1818),
«conceived Masonry to be the vehicle by which man might become well
.educated in the liberal arts and sciences. In the ritual of the Degree
the Fellow Craft is urged to advance his education in these fields.
The opportunities of today have placed all of the facts of this part
of the degree at the command of the average school-boy. To unlock
the door of symbolic interpretation of these liberal arts and sciences,
man must use the key of initiation.

The Preparation.—As in the Degree of Entered Apprentice special
garments are worn as the clothing of humility to teach anew the
concern which Masonry has for the internal qualities of the man.
There are certain significant changes which are made in the dress of
the candidate and the symbolism of these is fully explained in the
ritual of the Degree.

The candidate gains admission much in the same manner as in the
preceding Degree, but this is accomplished by the exchange of a
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certain pass given for him by his conductor. Thus the observing
Craftsman learns that brethren give willingly of their knowledge and
energy that he may gain the privileges of Freemasonry. All of life
is lived with the assistance of others, and this ceremony brings to
mind the great truth of fraternal assistance which is ours in the
time of need.

The Reception.—The reception, which includes all of the ceremonies
at the West Gate, follows somewhat the same pattern as before, with
certain exceptions. The instrument used in this ceremony is one
which refers to virtue and urges its application to human life. The
consequences of his acts and the solemnity of his obligations are
impressed on the mind by these ceremonies.

The Cable-tow.—The cable-tow is & symbol of the method of control
for the individual. The cable, cord or bond is interwoven in countless
religious ceremonies and the use of a tie is as ancient as any known
art in the history of mankind. To many the cable-tow is symbolic
of the umbilical cord, which is necessary to begin life but is severed
when love and care replace it in supplying those essentials needed
for growth. Thus, in our ceremonies, the cable-tow is removed when
the need for physical control no longer exists.

The length of the cable-tow is frequently referred to in the language
of Freemasonry, but many of the new brethren do not understand
its meaning. Formerly the cable-tow was deemed to be the distance
one could travel in an hour—assumed to be about three miles. The
symbolic length of the cable-tow is the scope of a brother’s reasonable
ability according to the definition made by the Baltimore Convention
of 1843, This is generally accepted as the meaning of the term today.
Each Mason is bound to all other Masons by a tie as long and as
strong as he himself determines the extent of his ability.

The Obligation.—The Obligation is the heart of every Degree and its
solemnity must be impressed upon every candidate. In addition to.
the vow of secrecy assumed in the First Degree, which is reaffirmed in,
this, the obligation has certain other salient points which binds each.
brother. Obedience, assistance and the protection of one another are
pledged by each Mason to all others, binding them by a common tie
which should last as long as life itself.

-The penalties have the same significance as those invoked in the
First Degrfae. These are symbolical rather than physical for the
reasons which have been cited in the First Degree.

The Working Tools.—The ancient implements of the stonemason as-
fume new meanings for the Fellow Craft as he hears these presented;
in the expressive and impressive language of the Ritual.
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The Square is the symbol of morality, truthfulness and honesty.
The use of the word with these implications has become almost uni-
versal both within and without the Fraternity. The direction of the
two members of the square form an angle of 90° or a right angle, so
called because this is the angle which stones must have if they are to
be used to build a stable and upright wall. When brethren part upon
the square, they go in different directions but in full knowledge that
their courses will be according to the angle of the square—right—
until they meet again.

The Level is a symbol of equality. The equality expressed here does
not mean that of wealth, social distinction, civic office or service to
mankind. Masons use the term to refer to the internal and not the
external qualifications. Each is endowed with a worth and dignity
which is spiritual, and not subject to man-made distinctions. The
equality practiced in Masonry recognizes that one man may have
greater potentialities of life, service or reward than another, but
denies that any man may not aspire to the heights, no matter how
great. Thus the level dignifies labor and the man who performs it.
It also acknowledges the equality of manhood as being an equality
without regard to station.

The Plumb is a symbol of uprightness of conduct. In Freemasonry
it is associated with the plumb line which the Lord promised Amos
He would set in the midst of his people Israel, symbolizing His
standard of divine righteousness. The plumb line in the midst of a
people should mean that they will be judged by their own sense of
right and wrong and not by the standards of others. Freemasons,
understanding the Plumb, are to judge each brother by his own stand-
ards and not those of another. When the plumb lne is thought of
in this way, it becomes a symbol of an upright life and of the con-
.science by which each must live,

The Jewels of a Fellow Craft.—These are named in the Ritual and
need not be repeated. They remind the Craftsman that the time-
honored method of instruction is by word of mouth. The secrets of
Freemasonry are always deposited in the hearts of faithful brethren.
‘These jewels should signify the necessity to learn to utilize good
Masonic instruction and develop a devotion to the teachings of our
Craft.

The Wages of a Fellow Craft.—Corn, wine and oil are the symbolic
-wages which are earned by the Fellow Craft who completes his task
and comes to the Middle Chamber. These symbolize wealth in mental
and spiritual realms. The Corn represents nourishment and the
sustenance of Iife. It is also a symbol of plenty as the term is applied
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to opportunity for doing good, work for the common weal, and service
to mankind. Wine is symbolic of refreshment, of health, of spiritual-
ity and of peace. The 01l represents joy and gladness as well as
happiness and recognizes these as a natural sequence following the
partaking of the corn of nourishment. Taken together Corn, wine
and oil, the symbolic wages of a I'ellow-Craft, represent the rewards
of the good life. Corn, wine and o1l are used as elements of conse-
cration in other Masonic ceremonies of which the Fellow Craft will
be informed in due time.

The Pillars in the Porch.—These are the two brazen pillars placed
before the entrance to King Solomon’s Temple which are symbolically
represented within every Lodge on the Second Degree of Masonry.
No one can determine the origin of this practice. It existed in ancient
times and the great Temple at Jerusalem was one of the many ex-
amples. It has been said that the Pillars of Hercules inspired the
columns thus used by the ancients, though the use of pillars or
columns ante-dates their place in history. These natural rock forma-
tions at Gibraltar and Cueta stand guard over the Strait of Gibraltar
and mark the end of the western world as the ancients knew it.

In Freemasonry these pillars bear the names Boaz and Jachin and
are symbols of strength and establishment, by implication, of power
and control. In passing between them the Fellow Craft is not told to
observe or examine one at the expense of the other. Both power and
control are placed before him so that he might realize power without
control is anarchy or that control without power is futility. These
two pillars of strength and establishment, of power and control, sug-
gest that man must have both if his hife is to be suceessful.

The Globes Surmounting the Columus.—These represent the globes
celestial and terrestrial and are thus symbols of universality. The
shape of these two pominels would seem to make them a modern
addition to Masonic ritual, for our forebears did not conceive the earth
to be a sphere. Certainly even the most learned men of King Solomon’s
day had no such conception of the earth or the heavens. They be-
lieved the earth to Le flat and the heavens to be a sphere revolving
around 1t. The flat earth and the slowly turning celestial sphere
above it are as old as man’s observation of the starry-decked heavens
which are referred to in the ritual.

The ornamentation of these spheres on the tops of the columns
may well be a corruption of the lily-work of the Old Testament, and
the lily was apparently a concept of the lotus of Egypt, which for
that people was a symbol of the universe.
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The final seven steps gymbolize the crowning glory of man—the de-
velopment of both the mind and the spirit—the acquisition of that
courage and faith which causes each possessor of those virtues to as-
cend to the summit and so attain the rewards that await those who
labor and faint not. These are the symbolic wages of a worthy

Fellow Craft.

Admission to the Middle Chamber.—The passage from the outer porch
to the Middle Chamber represents man’s journey from ignorance to
enlightenment. His wages as & Fellow Craft are received in the
Middle Chamber and these are an approximation of Divine Truth.
To attain this knowledge he must follow the ascending path which is
arduous and difficult. The initiate must also find the doors to knowl-
edge—the outer and inner entrances. To enter one of these he needs
a pass; to go through the other he must have a word to use as the
key. Help is given him in each instance, but such assistance is limited.
This signifies that man must acquire knowledge chiefly through his
own effort, though he is often dependent upon others for some help.
Knowledge, however, does not belong to any man until it has become
a part of him. Emphasis, therefore, should be placed upon the ex-
penditure of effort by the initiate, for without this he cannot reap
the reward which he seeks.

The Middle Chamber.—In modern Freemasonry the Middle Chamber
is the symbolic place of reward which takes the form of the wages
of a worthy brother Fellow Craft. According to some interpretations
of the allegorical background of our ritual, this was the place in
which the Fellow Craft met to receive wages for their labors on the
Temple of Solomon. The assembly of these craftsmen took place on
the evening of the sixth day of the week and those who were entitled
to the wages of a Fellow Craft were invested with eertain mysterious
signs, tokens and a word which enabled them to pass the inner and
outer guards and to enter the Middle Chamber.

To achieve the Middle Chamber as a place means but little. The
rewards found there must be stressed, for each act done by man
brings to him either reward or punishment.

King Solomon’s Temple.—The ritualistic references to the great Temple
at Jerusatem are both symbolic and legendary. Freemasonry as we
know it did not begin there, but all of its ritual is enriched by refer-
ence to this magmficient structure. The Masonic references to it often
differ from the accounts written in the Old Testament.

For a full description of the Temple the Fellow Craft should read
the accounts found in the First Book of Kings, Chapters b to 8, and




36 MENTORS MANUAL

the record of another writer found in the First Book of Chronicles,
beginning in the second Chapter.

The Letter G.—The Letter G is a symbol of geometry and also of the
Deity, by whatever name men may call him. A complex symbolism
has been developed about the letter G, and the student may procure
for his consumption many books and tracts concerning it. Perhaps
one simple explanation for both the letter and its situation in the
Lodge may suffice. By it the brethren are reminded that their every
act 18 done in the sight of God and that Divine Providence is over
all of our lives.

The Fellow Craft's attention is invited to the particular science
of Geometry and its connection with the Supreme Architect of the
Universe as indicated by the revolution of the stars and planets,
moving in a particular order, which man has been able to predict
by the use of the science of Geometry. Thus man is reminded that
God is in all nature and in every man. Our life and all its blessings
come from Him in an ordered pattern, disrupted only by the vileness
of man when he moves contrary to the Divine will.

In the United States the Letter G is placed in the center of the
opened compasses surmounting the square to form the familiar Ma-
sonic emblem worn by the members of the Craft. While the use of the
emblem is quite common in our country, it is not generally worn by
Masons in England and the other nations of the British Common-
wealth.

The Emblems of a Fellow Craft.—Most of the familiar emblems of
the Degree, the Plumb, Square and Level, Corn, Wine and Oil, The
Pillars in the Porch, the Winding Stairs, the Liberal Arts and Sciences
and the Letter G have already been covered and may be found under
the preceding headings. These are the emblems with which the Fellow
Craft should become thoroughly familiar, for these epitomize the
lessons of this Degree of Freemasonry. Each may claim them; but
to possess the emblems as your own, you must study them until the
lesson implied is engraven upon your heart.

The Rights of a Fellow Craft.—The rights of a Fellow Craft are much
the same as those of an Entered Apprentice. He has the right to sit
in his own Lodge when it is opened on the Second Degree of Masonry,
and he may visit other Lodges working on the Second Degree if he
is accompanied by some Master Mason who knows him. He also hag
the right to be instructed and to be examined. If he is proficient
and worthy, he also has the right to ask for advancement.
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eyt Fel-
ibiliti f a Fellow Craft.—The responsibilities of a
e el oo b ¢ bligation and the candidate should

low Craft are to be found in his o : :
be asked to review the obligations of both this and the First Degree.
the Fellow Craft is reminded that he is committed to
d the application of that knowl-
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However,
both the acquisition of knowledge an . licaf
edge to the discharge of all of the duties of his life,

§11 with satisfaction and honor his place in society.
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Chapter V

The Degree of Master Mason
Foreword

This has been very properly called the subli
Mason as well for the solemnity of the ceremolx)u';: ivl?iiir:ieozft Ma:te;
it, as for the profound lessons of wisdom it inculeates. The im p: 1;: ot
~deslg‘n. of the degree is to symbolize the great doctrines of tl})l g
1Eu'resct]on of the body and the immortality of the soul. Thj it docs
in the most profound manner. . e 16 does

tw'i‘h;hli)t'afree of Ma.tster Mason is different in many ways from the
oo ¢ prec.:ede ]t.. Th.ough many of the symbols are the same
e interpretation which is placed on them differs. The Lod in
the othe? degrees, is a symbol of the world in which man mustgleybm
to sustan.l life, strive to obtain knowledge, and through wisdox: (;
becomfe virtuous. In the sublime degree, the Lodge becomes a re
:entatlon of the Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies of Solomf:;?;
:;e;]s_;e;l;een;p‘l:e ':th ;qe:rusalem. This magnificient structure was a symbol
e Jehcz) o ; th:llrivei fnei;[})llf,bfoz: S'(:)}I,omondbuilt it as the dwelling
e in the midst i
Here the Hebraic law of cleanliness was strictl; e(r)lffo}:'::se;) Z;pdleml):;?el.
earthy.or unclean was permitted to enter the Temple. The D 1‘:8'
was said to dw.ell between the Cherubim found in the Hc;ly of Hofi;y
In a part of this Degree we are symbolically brought into the pre .
of God to learn the lessons which it is intended to teach presence

Thus he who receives this sublime Degree is given i
nifleant lesson and greatest truth-—that g}?aving %‘)eeenn ;:?tﬁzitt;n ;g-
ftil;iuif, he must at last die in order to attain the ultimate rewards of h;:
i mfn ;tli.al’il‘he irtcat design of tbe Degree becomes that of teaching the
oo ty of the s:oul. Man is represented in that state when all of
t:) ea a:hﬂed and he is ralsfed from the grave of iniquity and quickened
ol ::I‘e ;l;ms:nd b:tter existence. Thus, as it has been so aptly put,
iy propelre; er::; thleg::: t3;5\(1 tﬁ the ;r;evitable conclusion that
, , an honorable and vi i
and that, regulated by morality, faith and justi?:e‘,”;‘:fueo::iﬁla}f:r;z

warded in its closing h
mostality. € hours by the prospect of eternal bliss and

€I:Torlllet.of tl}esg is ﬁni_Shed, but each leads to new inspirations so that
Y:C time .1t Is exar_nmed.the brother may find new and undiscovered
eanings in it. It is entirely understandable that our Masonic fore-
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fathers chose to call this the sublime degree, for it is that in every
respect.

The Significance of the Degree.—We can best understand the signifi-
cance of the Degree of Master Mason if we compare it with the De-
grees of Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft. In the first two
degrees architecture was the theme of our symbolism. In the Degree
of Master Mason our symbols are of a different character; they speak
of life, its tragedy and of its ultimate triumph if we attain virtue.
Thus the voice of symbolism in this degree leaves the mundane and
deals with the spiritual part of man’s life.

Its solemn teachings remind each of us that we stand on the thres-
hold of immortality in all of the latter years of our manhood and that
we have a work to perform which is given us by the Supreme Archi-
tect of the Universe. In our recognition of the fact that work comes
from God we are identified with Him to the extent that each becomes
in a sense immortal. Resurrection and immortality are both significant

lessons of this degree.

Preparation.—The observing candidate will discover several differences
in his preparation for this degree when he compares it with that in
the other two. Through the clothing he is again reminded that he
is to be humble; he is also taught that his obligations become more
extensive and binding each time he advances. He is again reminded
that he attains many of his desires only with the assistance given
him by a friend and brother.

The Reception.—As in the preceding degrees reception is meant to
include all of the ceremonies transpiring at the West Gate. The in-
strument to which attention is called reminds one that all of the
tenets of Freemasonry must be implanted in the heart if they are
to serve their ultimate purpose and become a part of your way of
life. To be fully effective all of these must bear fruit through their
practice in our daily lives.

The Perfect Square.—In the earlier degrees each initiate was required
to form an oblong square with the assistance of one of the Lodge
officers. In this, the sublime degree, the perfect square is formed to
symbolize the necessity for each man to seek perfection or that ap-
proximation of it made possible by our knowledge at the time. The
square also has many other symbolic applications which are recounted
under the word itself, as written in the section of this Manual devoted:
to the Degree of Fellow Craft.
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’ n-
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stitute very important links in the chain of evidence and they are
always called for by one appointed to examine a visitor.

The candidate should be reminded that each sign, token and word
has a symbolic meaning which should serve to enrich the mind and
improve our lives as Masons. (The Mentor should rehearse and ex-
plain all of the signs, tokens and words of this Degree with the new

Master Mason.)

The proper execution of all signs should be stressed, and the new
brother should be requested to cultivate the habit of such precise
performance as would indicate his respect for the dignity of this
part of our ceremonies. The proper execution of the signs will
also give testimony to his brethren that he understands the signs and

respects the ceremonies.

The Working Tools.—The Working Tools of a Master Mason are all
of the implements of the stonemason; in the United States the trowel
is especially assigned to this Degree. By it the Master Mason is
reminded that each must cement the ties between Masons with this
instrument and spread brotherly love with it. When we examine the
instrument, we will agree that it might more properly belong to the
Fellow Craft, who in Operative Masonry puts the stones into place,
rather than the designer and overseer who would correspond to our

Master Mason.

Our English and Scottish brethren assign instruments to the
Master Mason which are not enumerated in our own rituals. In these
Grand Lodges the working tools of a Master Mason are the Skirrit,
Pencil and Compasses. The skirrit is an instrument working on a
center pin and used by Operative Masons to mark out on the ground
the foundation of the intended structure. The pencil is used in draw-
ing plans and designs. The compasses are used to determine the limit
and proportion of the several parts of a structure.

The skirrit points to that straight and undeviating line of conduct
laid down for our guidance in the Holy Bible; the pencil teaches that
all our words and actions are not only observed but recorded by God;
and the compasses remind us of His unerring and impartial justice,
which having defined for us the limits of good and evil, will either
reward or punish us as we shall deserve.

The Hiramic Legend.—The Hiramic Legend is woven around Hiram

Abif, the skilled artificer who was the son of a widow of the Tribe
of Naphtali. There is no character in all of Freemasonry whose life
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Momos M]:m'a}?f aSto?mon.—Thxs magnificient structure was located on
’ erusalem. It was near the place where Abraham
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was about to offer up his son Isaac. The site was purchased by David,
the King of Israel, from Ornan, the Jebusite, for it was at this place
that the hand of the Destroying Angel was stayed after David had
repented. The cost of this threshing floor was fifty shekels of silver,
which included the oxen offered by David as a sacrifice to God at the
staying of the Destroying Angel in the time of the great pestilence.
The incident is recorded in IT Samuel 24: 15-25 and in I Chron, 21:14-
80. The name of the Jebusite and the cost of the threshing floor differ

in the two accounts.

The building of the Temple was begun in Anno Mundi (year of
the world) 2992 and completed in 3000, (about 1012 to 1004 B.C.),
geven and one-half years later. The people of Israel had come out
of Egypt some four hundred eighty years before as a band of refugees.
The mind of this people had grown, for they had conquered a new
land, established both a formal religion and a government sufficiently
powerful to make possible such a project. The people lost their sense
of spiritual direction and destiny so that their Temple was destroyed
in the year 586 B.C. by the hordes ot Nebuchadnezzar, the King of

the Chaldees.

The Symbolism of the Temple.—This is an inexhaustible area of in-
terpretation for the student of symbolism. For the purpose of this
Manual, however, only one seems important and will be used.

The chief purpose of Solomon’s Temple was to provide a dwelling
place for the Most High in the midst of his people Israel. The re-
ligious concepts of the people of lsrael had grown in respect to God,
progressing from the Ark of the Covenant, carried on the shoulders
of the Priests, to the great Temple which Solomon erected. The idea
that God dwelled with man, however, was still the fundamental which.
dominated human thought and should do so in our own day. There-
are those who claim that this was the most perfect edifice ever erected
by man. Whether this is the case or not is a matter of pure suppo-
gition, but perfection was certainly the goal of both David and
Solomon, each of whom had a part in planning God’s dwelling place-

among men.

The symbolism ot the Temple for a Freemason is founded upon
the conception of man himself as a living Temple for the enthrone-
ment of God within each of us. Based upon that beautiful passage-
in the Pauline letter to the Corinthians, know ye not that ye are the
tempte of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you . . . Free-
masonry undertakes the task of helping each of its votaries to build
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earn higher wages for the work which we do. 1t is a symbol which
has more than one interpretation.

Freemasonry itself is 2 foreagn country to each initiate. If he is
to travel in it, if he is to earn a Master's wages, he must learn its
language, understand its customs and study its history. He must
become a part of it to fully appreciate and enjoy its privileges and

pleasures.

Becoming a Master Mason gives each man the right to travel in
foreign countries in Freemasonry. He has but to learn its work and
keep himself in good standing to find the doors of a hundred Lodges
open to him. He will also find much pleasant traveling to be done
in the writings of Freemasonry. These cover the fields of history,
vhilosophy, and branch inte numerous other areas leading to countless
treasures which each must discover for himself. These are some of
the rewards of the Mason who travels in foreign countries.

The Wages of a Master Mason.—The wages of a Speculative Mason must
come from within as be is concerned with moral rather than physical labor
Wor. Bro Carl H. Claudy has aptly said that each brother asks what he

will and receves that for which he labors.

«1 worked for menial’s hire
Only to learn dismayed,
That any wage I asked of life,
Life would have paid.

«The intangibles of love, friendship, respect, opportunity, happy
labor, and association are the wages of a Master who earns them.
Not all do earn them, hence the phrase in the mouth of the Lodge
officer, descriptive of his duties, ‘to pay the Craft their wages if

r»

any be due. .

The Three Ruffians. —There are many symbolic explanations for the
appearance of these three in our ritualistic drama. The attempt made
to obtain a knowledge of secrets not rightfully theirs and the dire
consequences of their acts are symbolic of many things. To attempt
to attain a knowledge of divine truth by means other than as a re-
ward for faithful service and the performance of the task of prepar-
ing for its reception and enjoyment makes the culprit both a thief
and a murderer. Thus each is reminded that rewards must be earned
rather than secured by violence. The ruffians are also the “passions”
of the self which a Mason “ecame here to subdue.”
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There is another symbolism, quite applicable to the world of today
The first of these ruffians strikes the seat of man’s artlculation.
Wher{ ma'n is enslaved, the first of his privileges to be denied ox:
cl_lrtaxled is that of free speech and unrestricted communication with
his fellows. The seat of man’s affections is the second area attacked;
for th_ose who would subjugate a people oppress the families to force’
compliance to their dictates. The third attack is made upon the seat
of man’s reason, for his enemies will always seek to destroy the mind
as the final step toward enslavement.

Low. Twelve.—The number twelve, in ancient symbolism denotes com-
pletxon.‘ Whether this meaning arose from the thelve signs of
the Zodu%c or because the most stable geometric figure, the cube, has
twelye distinet edges, is not known. The number tweive did d(;note
a thing fulfilled and was, therefore, an emblem of human life. High
twelve denoted noon, when the sun was at its zenith, while low'tweIVe
denoted midnight, the blackest of the night. Just as thirteen, an evil
omen, follows twelve so does death follow life. Therefore thé solemn
:goke of twelve ‘marked the completion of human existence in this
! se y;Egl t:;d‘;::l:g of death. Masonically, therefore, low twelve is

The Five Points of Fellowship.—These five points are symbolized by
the Pentt'llpha or five-pointed star. The connection of this geometrical
figure with ‘the builders’ art is not readily apparent. Research hag
shown that it was used extensively in determining some of the designs
for the splendid castles and cathedrals of medieval times.

In the center of the Pentalpha, as often used by Masons, is usually
seen tyvo clasped hands. These hands were the ancient syr,nbol of the
god nge{,, The entire symbol signifies to the Mason that both fidelity
and readiness to aid each other are to be found in our Order Thus
the star becomes the symbol of true brotherhood. .

The Lion o‘f the Tribe of Judah.—The lion, from the earliest times of
recorded history, has been a symbol of might and of royalty. It was
pl?.ced on the standard of the Tribe of Judah because it was the royal
tribe of the Hebrew Nation. The Kings of Judah were therefore,
;:{a}led the Lion of‘the Tribe of Judah. This was one of t,he titles of'
5 1511;[l ﬁgﬁ?:m(?:é‘ This is the literal meaning of the term, but it also has

The Jewish idea of the Messiah was i
. ; that of a mighty temporal
king. He was designated the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, for it was
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from this tribe that all rulers came. The expression does not, of
necessity, refer to Jesus of Nazareth, though the Christian Mason may
so interpret the name if he desires. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah
also describes the Messiah of the Jewish Mason or the mediator of
some of the ancient religions of the East whose worshippers are
Masons. Freedom of choice as to the application of these symbols is
one of the reasons for the growth of Freemasonry over the centuries.

The Lost Word.— The allegory of the search for a lost word does not
necessarily mean that the search is conducted for a particular word,
for it is not, in fact, the search for a word at all. However, it must
be realized that to the ancient mind, the Word signified all truth,
but particularly divine truth, the ultimate goal of all men.

In the Gospel of John we find the familiar passage, In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
In this passage John was not announcing a new doctrine, for this was
familiar to the Jewish thought of his day; only his identification of
Jesus with the word was new. The idea properly belongs to all ancient
philosophy. Among the Greeks it was the Logos (from which comes
our own word, logic, the name of the science by which we determine
moral truth.) The designation of Truth as the Word was not new
even in John's day.

Perhaps the most noble attribute of man is the power of speech,
whereby he is able to communicate his thoughts to his fellows. This,
as far as we can determine, is not possessed by any other animal. As
this fact has been observed by men down through the ages, it must
have made a profound impression on the thoughtful minds of all
ages. Thus the Word became synonymous with every manifestation
of divine power and truth under the ancient systems of philosophy
of our world.

The Masonic search for the Word symbolizes the search for truth,
more particularly divine truth. The lesson conveyed to us is that we
must search diligently for that truth and never permit prejudice,
passions or conflicts of interest to blind us from its discovery. Our
minds must ever be open to the reception of truth from whatever
source, and having once received it, to always act agreeably to its
dictates. Hence Masons everywhere are devoted to freedom of thought,
of speech and of action.

In Freemasonry, however, we are not invested with the true Word
but with a substitute for it. We are thus reminded that in this life
we may approach an approximation of truth, but never attain it in
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perfection. The search will continue; but not until we pass into a
higher state of existence will divine truth be disclosed to us.

The Setting Maul.—A wooden instrument used by operative masons
to set the polished stones firmly into the wall. These mauls were in
use during the period when Solomon’s Temple was being erected. A
maul of this type would have properly been in the hands of the Fellow
Craft who, in the drama of the Degree of Master Mason, is reputed
to have used it in a notable manner just before the completion of the
Temple. Drawing upon that incident, it is employed as an emblem,
the meaning of which is fully explained in the ritual.

The maul has, in different forms, been employed as a symbol of
destruction from prehistoric times and it is depicted many times in
mythology. One of the best known representations is that of Thor,
the Norse god of thunder, who is represented as a powerful man armed
with a mighty hammer. Counterparts of this god and his formidable
weapon may be found in many of the ancient religions as well as
in mythology.

The Sprig of Acacia.—The Hebrew people by custom planted an acacia
sprig at the head of the grave for the two-fold purpose of intimating
their belief in immortality and for marking the exact location of the
grave. To them the acacia was, because of its evergreen nature, an
emblem of both immortality and innocence.

The true acacia is the thorny tamarisk which abounds in Palestine,
and this is the same tree which had a prominent place in the legend
of Osiris. Owing to the hardness of its wood, its evergreen nature
and its tenacity of life, this plant or tree had for Egyptian and Jew
alike the symbolic significance of immortality.

Tradition has it that the wood of the acacia was used to construct
the tabernacle and most of the sacred furniture of the Temple. The
use of a sacred plant which was employed in the ceremonies of initia-
tion was common to all of the ancient mysteries from whence Free-
masonry probably inherited it.

The Raising of a Candidate.—The expression, raised to the sublime
Degree of Master Mason, is little understood outside our Fraternity.
It refers, of course, to a part of the ceremony of the Degree itself.
Symbolically, however, it presents a resurrection after death and
Masonic faith in the immortality of the soul.

This degree is the sublime climax of symbolic Freemasonry. If the
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initiate finds in it only the living, dying and raising of a Master. as
a literal drama, which is designed to teach the virtues of inflexible
fidelity and fortitude, he has received only partial light a.nd seen
nothing but a drama with a moral. This sublime Degr(‘ee is much
more than that, for it seeks to answer the age-old question uttered
by Job, “1f a man die, shail he live again?”

Mt. Wor. Carl H. Claudy aptly describes some of the great lessons
and purposes of the Degree in his Introduction to Freemasonry:'

“The degree delves into the deepest recesses of man’s nature. Whll'e
it leads the imtiate into the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple, it
probes into the Holy of Holies of his heart. '

“As 5 whole the degree is symbolic of that old age by the wisdom
of which ‘we may enjoy the happy reflections consequent up,on a well-
spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious immortality.

« .1t is at once the universal and yearning question of man
throughout all ages—and its answer. 1t teaches no creed, no 'dogma, no
religion; only that there is a hope of immortality; there is a Great
Architect by whose mercy we may live again; leaving to each brother
his choice of interpretation by which he may reach the Great Beyond.

“It teaches the power—and the powerlessness—of evil. For those
who are happy in a belief in the resurrection of the physical body
which Paul has taught, the degree assures of all that the longing
heart can wish.

“When the lesson of the greatest hope and dearest wish of all man-
kind is made manifest, the Sublime Degree turns to this life and this
brotherhood, and in the symbolism of the Lion, the exposition of the
Tive Points of Fellowship, the means by which a Mason may claim all
that 2 man may from his brother, and the Word, ties together the
Hiramic Legend and daily living in a manner which no thought:.(’ul man
may see and hear without a thrill; a way at once awe-inspiring and
heartening, terrible yet beautiful, sternly uneompromising yet strange-
ly comforting.

“. .. The ceremony is not of earth, earthy, but of that land of the
inner life, that home of the spirit where each man thinks the secret
thoughts he tells never—never.”

The Marble Monument.—This familiar symbol of the virgin weeping
over the broken column, an urn in one hand and the sprig of ever
green in the other, with the old man behind her dressing her .hair
is known to Masons everywhere. The explanation given in our ritual
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is sufficiently lucid and familiar to make a repetition unnecessary.

This symbol is probably a composite of many parts drawn from
mythology and the customs of the ancient peoples. Isis, the wife of
Osiris of the Egyptian mysteries, finds her husband’s body encased
in a tamarisk tree which had been converted into a column. She
carried it away and broke it to release his body. It can be well under-
stoed that she would weep over the broken column.

The urn is an ancient sign of mourning. According to ancient custom
it was worn around the necks of the mourners at a funeral to ecatch
the tears. It was also customary for mourners to carry an evergreen
sprig to the place of interment and deposit it in the grave in testi-
mony of belief in a life to come.

The Masonic signifieance of this emblem is that while we mourn
for the dead and cherish their memories, yet we believe that they
shall live again and we shall see them.

The Pot of Incense.—This emblem has a further explanation than that
whieh is offered in our ritual. It was used in the Holy of Holies of
the Temple to produce a sweet savor in the actual presence of Jehovah.
In the plan of the great Temple the altar of sacrifices whereon were
offered the bullocks, lambs and other animals, as well as the peace
and sin offerings, was situated in a less sacred place; and these may
have been used to impress the people with the necessity for being
generous and dedicating their earthly possessions to God. The pure,
immaterial offering of a sweet incense, however, was to remind them
that the only sacrifice worthy of the Deity himself was the spiritual
and immaterial offering of a pure heart.

The Bee Hive.—Nothing eould be more important to the ancient oper-
ative craftsman than the industry represented by this emblem. By
his industry he lived and erected those dreams and architectural
beauty which have excited the admiration and wonder of mankind.

In like manner the virtue of industry is important to the Speculative
Craftsman because his temple of human life is incomplete unless
every talent is brought to its highest state. The time allotted to man
is never sufficient for the complete development of all the possibilities
of his mind and character. Nor ean any person finish the work begun
upon the temple of character except the builder himself. Time is
the coin of life and the most precious of all gifts. Not a moment of
it should be wasted.

In all nature no single creature is more constantly busy than the
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bee. From ancient times this little insect has been an emblem of in-
dustry. In the modern language of today a place of great industry
is often called a bee hive. No symbol of industry could be more ap-
propriate. Masonry, in every degree, and none more so than that of
Master Mason, signifies labor. Toil is noble; idleness is dishonor.
Deity himself is recorded as having worked and we see on every
hand the titanic results of His labors., Can we, as human beings,
fail to do any less?

Silence.—This noble virtue is represented by the Book of Constitutions
Guarded by the Tiler’s Sword in our Masonic symbolism. Silence as
an excellent virtue was more prized by the ancients than by modern
man. The disciples of many of the ancient philosophers were required
to practice absolute silence for long periods of time during their
probationary period. Silence was also deemed so important in the
old religious and philosophieal system that it was allotted a special
deity. Harpoecrates, who was represented as full of eyes and ears,
signified to the ancients that many things are to be seen and heard
but little is to be spoken.

The All-Seeing Eye.—This is a very old symbol of Deity. In the re-
ligions of Egypt the god Osiris was represented by an open eye and
this symbol was placed in all his temples. Undoubtedly the Hebrew
people inherited many of their religious customs and symbols from
the Egyptians. References to this particular symbol may be found
in the Old Testament, where in Psalm 34 these words are to be found,
The eyes of Jehovah are upon the righteous, or in Psalm 121, He that
keepeth Israel shall neither sleep nor slumber. Thus the idea that
Jehovah watehed over man was symbolized by the All-Seeing Eye as
a manifestation of His ominpresence and omniscience.

To the Freemason this symbol becomes a reminder that the things
which we do before the eyes of men and those which we do in secret
are beheld by the Eye which can explore our innermost thoughts and
will witness against us in that tribunal where there are no mis-
carriages of justice.

The Anchor and Ark.—The Ark as a symbol is a subject of some con-
troversy as to its origin. Some suppose that it refers to the Ark of
the Covenant carried by the Israelites; others feel that it refers to
the Ark of Noah. In most of the Ancient Mysteries some allusions
may be found to the Deluge and Noah’s Ark. Since there are so many
symbols common to both Masonry and the Mysteries, it is not sur-
prising to find the Ark in Masonic symbolism. The idea of regenera-
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tion, or a new birth, was familiar in the pre-Christian ages. The
symbolism of the Deluge and the Ark, as found in the Ancient Mys-
teries, was the means by which the human race was reputed to have
been purified and perpetuated. Hence these two symbols were em-
ployd in varied forms to teach the doctrine of regeneration.

Most of us are familiar with the Grecian myth which represents
Charon as the one who ferries the shades of the departed over the
river Styx. The funeral rites of the Egyptians also employed an Ark
by which the deceased passed to the place of the blessed. The Ark
has been used down through the centuries as a symbol of passage
from this world to the next. Our own meaning is somewhat similar,
for the Ark symbolizes that power or influence by which we are fitted
for and raised to a higher state of existence in the life to come.

The Anchor does not appear in ancient symbolism. Paul, the Apostle
to the Gentiles, employed it as an emblem of hope of immortality and
of bliss in the life to come. It has been often employed as a symbol
of immovable firmness by the Christian Church and also one of hope
and patience. It may well represent the hope shared by those who
believe there is a peaceful place hereafter for those who make proper
use of this life.

For the Mason the Anchor and Ark bring to the forefront of our
thought the doctrine of God as the Mediator, of regeneration, of res-
urrection, and of immortality.

The Forty-Seventh Problem of Euclid.—This symbol appears as the
frontispiece of Anderson’s Book of Constitutions, which was pub-
lished in 1723 in London. The page also bore the word Eureka in
Greek characters. This was one of the earliest books on Freemasonry
ever published and this symbol is, therefore, probably the oldest in
our Craft. Another seventy-five years was destined to pass before
the monitors of Freemasonry contained illustrations of the emblems
and symbols.

In the Andersonian Constitutions this symbol and the axiom which
it illustrates is declared to be, “the foundation of all Masonry, sacred,
civil and military.” The figure itself is known by a variety of titles
and names such as the Theorem of Pythagoras, the Theorem of the
Bride, and the Theorem of the Three Squares. These are but a few
of the many names used to designate the forty-seventh problem of
Euclid.

The remarkable properties of the right angled triangle are well
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known to the student of geometry. Its usefulness is also well under-
stood by the architect and builder who employ it to square buildings
and for the hundred and one other applications of it in the practice
of the builders’ art. The use of this implement was considered to be
one of the trade secrets of the medieval stonemasons.

To this triangle certain moral and philosophical meanings were
probably ascribed by the ancients which are now wholly lost to us.
It is to be regretted that we understand so little of its meaning that
we do not comprehend the statement in the older Monitors that it
teaches Masons to be general lovers of the arts and sciences.”

The ancient moral philosophers attached great importance to geome-
try and geometrical figures. One of the greatest of these, Plato,
taught that geometry rightly treated is the knowledge of the Eternal.
In his day, geometry was the only exact science; hence a knowledge
of it was indispensable to one in search of philosophical truth. Pytha-
goras is given credit for being the first to raise geometry to the
rank of a science, and for this he is honored by Freemasons. From
this science comes the right triangle and from it the square, both
symbolic instruments by which all mental, moral and religious con-
duet is tested.

The Hour Glass.—There is some question as to whether this is, strictly
speaking, a Masonic symbol. There is no evidence that it was em-
ployed by the ancients. The antiquity of its use as an instrument
to measure time is unquestionable, and it is a fitting emblem of the
flight of time and of the wasting away of our lives. As an emblem
of the swiftly running sands of life the Hour Glass finds a real place
in our ritual and teaches man a meaningful lesson.

The Scythe.—The scythe, in ancient symbolism, was one of the at-
tributes of Saturn because he was the god who was reputed to have
taught men agriculture. Fowever, Saturn occupied a dual role, for
he was also considered to be the god of time. Another ancient myth
has it that human life was a brittle thread spun by the three Fates;
it was natural, therefore, that this implement of agriculture should
become the symbol of that power, exercised by the god of Time, which
cuts the thread of life and brings our existence to an end.

The Coffin.—To modern man the coffin is an unmistakable emblem of
death and the interment of the body. This, however, would not be
the case with the Hebrew peoples, for their dead were buried in
shrouds and winding sheets only, a custom probably taken from the



b4 MENTORS MANUAL

Egyptians. In the Ancient Mysteries the candidate was placed in
a coflin-like chest as a symbolical representation of death. The people
of Egypt sometimes employed the coffin for the burial of their dead
after the body had been wrapped and mumified, and from their long
residence in the land of the Pharoahs the Hebrews must have had
a knowledge of this custom.

Other Symbols.—The Degree of Master Mason has many other sym-
bols associated with its teachings, but most of these are obvious and
fully explained to the new brother in the ritual. Not all of them are
as ancient as most of those deseribed in these pages, but each has
been selected to teach some truth and te bring home to the initiate
a great lesson of Freemasonry. Symbolism cannot be explained in
a few weeks, but a study of it will be most rewarding.
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Chapter VI
The Practical Aspects of Freemasonry

Upon the completion of his work in the reception of the three De-
grees in Freemasonry the candidate acquires membership in the
Lodge which elected him to receive those Degrees. His raising to the
sublime degree of Master Mason is, in a sense, a “commencement”,
for he is at the point where his life as a Master Mason begins. There
are certain duties and privileges which are his and which he should
claim for the satisfaction and enjoyment they will bring to him. Some
of these are recounted for the benefit of the newer brethren in order
that they may understand something of the Institution of which they
are a part, find some pride in their membership in the largest and
oldest Fraternity in the world, and derive a sense of keen satisfaction
from a knowledge of the good work which is done by it.

When he became a Master Mason, the doors of a vast storehouse of
information were opened to him because his mind had acquired the
ability to understand it. There are thousands of books written upon
all aspects of our Society. Almost every type of student can find
some facet of it which will interest him and he can derive great satis-
faction from his reading. The Fraternity is old and has many books
written on its history; it teaches by symbols and there are many
books on its symbolism; it has a rich philosophy and many scholars
have written on this facet; it is a Society governed by a system of
laws which has attracted the attention of many men who have written
of this part of our Order. Over the centuries it has inspired poetry
and music for the enjoyment of those who have an appreciation of
the richness of these arts. In fine, each may find for himself a field
of interest in which he may study and werk if he will. We need but
to create the desire within him to do so.

A partial listing of books recommended for Masonic students will
be found elsewhere in this manual. Some of these may be borrowed
from friends; some are in the Grand Lodge Library at Richmond and,
if there are duplicate copies, may be obtained on a loan basis. There
are several excellent publishing houses from which Masonic books
may be purchased if the new brother wishes to start a library of
his own.

Following the pattern established in the foregoing chapters of this
Manual, some of the questions and answers concerning the practical
aspects of Freemasonry are presented.

The Rights of a Master Mason.—The rights of a Master Mason are
those of Masonic Relief, Masonic Visitation, and Masonic Burial
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There are certain conditions which peitain to each of these and they
should be fully understood.

Mosonme Relief may be applied for by any brother, either to his
own Lodge or to an individual Master Mason. Under certain con-
ditions applications for assistance may also be made to Boards of
Relief for temporary help. In every case the Lodge, the individual
and the Agency each have the right to determine whether the brother
requesting aid is worthy and whether such aid can be granted with-
out material injury to the brother of whom it is requested, or to
his fam.ly. Both the Lodge and the Board of Relief will reserve
the right to determine whether it will contribute to the relief of a
distressed brother Master Mason and to fix its contribution in ac-
cordance with 1ts financial ability and the need of the applicant.
Relief is a voluntary funetion for both the Lodge and the individual;
brethren requesting assistance have no vested interest in the Lodge
or claim upon the individual Mason which would change this.

In order to be eligible for Masonic Relief, the brother must not
have been suspended or expelled or have any charges of un-Masomc
conduct pending against him at the time he applies. In addition, he
must be adjudged to be worthy by those to whom he applies for such
relief.

The widow and the orphan of a Master Mason who was a member
of the Lodge at the time of his death are entitled to consideration
if they apply for assistance. The same conditions as to worthiness
and the ability and willingness of the Lodge apply in these cases as
are outlined for the Master Mason. For all practical purposes the
adult child of a deceased brother is not considered an orphan and is
not entitled to relief.

A Lodge which locates a sojourning Mason, or his widow and
orphans who are destitute, should endeavor to grant them temporary
relief while awaiting instructions from the brother’s Lodge, which
should be notified at once by the Secretary of the local Lodge. All
such matters should be handled through an officer of a chartered
Lodge rather than by an individual Mason.

If a stranger, representing himself to be a Mason, applies to an
individual Mason for relief, the needy brother should be sent on to
the Worshipful Master of the Lodge or to the Secretary of the Relief
Board, if one exists in the locality. The Masonic Relief Association
of the United States and Canada publishes a list monthly in its
bulletins of people who claim to be Masons and seek monetary do-
nations when they are not entitled to help. These people and other
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imposters are generally discouraged if they are sent on to Masonic
authority by the individual upon whom they have no claim,

Should you become financially distressed while in a strange city,
you may apply for assistance to a local Board of Relief or through
the Masonic Relief Association of the U.S. and Canada, an organ-
ization devoted to the assistance of worthy Master Masons who are
sojourning in another Grand Lodge jurisdiction. In either case your
own Lodge will be contacted and your condition and need explained
to one of the officers.

Masonic Visitation is a right which every Mason acquires provided
he can prove himself to be a Mason in good standing in a working
Lodge and if no member of the Lodge which he seeks to visit objects
to his presence. Masonic visitation is one of the most widely used
and enjoyed rights as practiced in Virginia. To enjoy it to the fullest
extent, the new brother should be urged to prepare himself for
examination in each of the three degrees by learning the catechisms,
and also to keep himself in possession of a current dues card from
his own Lodge.

There are two ways in which a Mason may gain admittance to a
Lodge, namely, by ‘“due trial or strict examination” or by being
vouched for by a brother known to the Tiler or some other brother
who is present in the Lodge. The latter would come under the heading
of legal Masonic information.

Examination for admission is required in every Lodge in which a
brother is not known. To obtain such examination, the brother simply
presents his dues card to the Tiler with the statement that he requests
a .committee to examine and vouch for him. The Worshipful Master
will name a Committee and the brother will be required to join with
them in repeating the Tiler’'s Oath as prescribed in our Virginia
Bitual. This is simply a sworn statement that you were regularly
initiated, passed and raised in a legally constituted lodge, that you
do not now stand suspended or expelled and know of no reason why
you should be. The brother asking to be examined has the right to
see the charter of the Lodge to which he is seeking admission before
he is examined, though this 1s seldom done.

The rules of some Grand Lodges require the brother applying for
examination to place the jewels in the proper manner on the proper
pa.tssage in the Bible for each of the degrees before any questions
will be asked. These passages of Seripture are: for the E.A. Degree,
the 133rd Psalm; for the F.C. Degree, Amos T; 7-8; and for the M.M.
I?eg'ree, Ecclesiastes 12 : 1.7. The manner of displaying the jewels
is a part of the ritual and is carefully taught each Virginia Mason
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It is well to remember that there is no fixed examination for visi-
tors. That which will satisfy one committee will be deemed insufficient
for another. The Committee appointed by the Master must satisfy
itself that the visitor is a Master Mason, that he belongs to a regular
Lodge, and that they are willing to vouch for him as such.

Legal Masonic Information may be imparted by one Mason to an-
other when each of them is satisfied that the other is a member of
the Craft. Such information would concern a third brother unknown
Masonically to one of them. This might be done simply by saying,
“T vouch for this brother”, if he is present, or “I vouch for Brother
Jones, whom you know.”

It is also possible to impart Masonic information by inference in
some instances. For example, if the Grand Master is visiting your
Lodge or Distriet and is accompanied by a brother not known to you
as a Mason, the very fact that the Grand Master brings him to your
Lodge means that he vouches for him by inference. Such inferential
avouchment should not be generally accepted except from the Grand
Master. Neither he nor the Grand Lodge officers will find it objection-
able if the Master or the Tiler requests them to vouch for the Masonic
regularity of their traveling companions. This, however, should be
cared for before the Lodge meeting to avoid embarrassing the brother
or the Grand Master.

The Right of Burial is a privilege reserved for Master Masons in
good standing at the time of death. Masonic funeral rites are con-
ducted only at the request of the deceased or some member of his
immediate family. The choice belongs to the family and not to the
Lodge, though the Master of the Lodge may, for good and sufficient
reasons, decline to conduct any funeral.

There are two services, one which 1s held at the graveside following
the religious service, and the other held on the evening before inter-
ment in the funeral home. Both types should be explained to the
family and their wishes in the matter be followed unless the Master
deems it inexpedient to conduct one or the other of the services.

Each Mason should attend the funeral communications of his Lodge
whenever it is possible. Our funeral service is old and should be
handled in a dignified and impressive manner, which ean only be done
if the services are supported properly by the brethren.

The Responsibilities of a Master Mason.—“To preserve the reputation
of the Fraternity unsullied” is the constant responsibility of the
Master Mason, for he is Freemasonry to many people in the circle
of influence which surrounds every life. An exemplary life is the
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best means by which we can discharge our individual responsibility
to our own Lodge in particular and to Freemasonry in general. The
conduct of each Master Mason is strietly his own responsibility; he
should choose the course which will bring credit to himself and honor
to the Fraternity.

Responsibility for Lodge Attendance is one which should merit the
earnest consideration of every brother. Attendance was the subject
of one of the charges of the Medieval Craft in which it was stated
that “no Master or Fellow could be absent from the Lodge, especially
when warned to appear, without incurring severe censure, unless it
appeared to the Master and Wardens that pure necessity hindered
him.” Our present day system of Freemasonry does not have minimum
attendance requirements, nor is there a penalty prescribed for ab-
sence. However, every Master Mason has a moral obligation to be
loyal to the Ledge which gave him Masonie light and all the benefits
which come with it. This moral obligation should induce each brother
to attend as regularly as possible and partake of the fellowship which
is part and parcel of Freemasonry.

Responsibility of Balloting is another area which should be explored
!)y the new Mason to determine the course which he should pursue
In exercising this privilege. Each Master Mason who is present when
a petition is considered must, if he be a member of the Lodge, cast
his ballot for or against the petitioner. The white balls are the affirm-
ative or favorable ballot; the black cube is the negative or unfavor-
able ballot. If the individual knows nothing against the petitioner
and his own inquiries have brought to light no unfavorable infor-
mation, the word of the candidate’s vouchers should be accepted and
a favorable ballot cast.

If, on the other hand, a knowledge of the petitioner indicates that
he 1s unworthy, one should not hesitate to use the black cube to pro-
tect the Lodge from undesirable members. Let each Mason as he ap-
proaches the ballot box examine his own motives and pray that the
ballot he is about to cast will do Justice to the candidate, to Free-
magonry, and to himself. Thus Freemasonry has in the past and
will continue in the future to build a membership of worthy sons.

The Right to Secrecy of the Ballot is guaranteed by Masonic law,
and custom allows each member to have perfect freedom in balloting
op.petitioners. No brother may disclose a favorable ballot for a pe-
titioner and no Mason has a right to inquire into how another voted
on a particular candidate.

The Responsibility to Examine Visitors belongs to the Lodge itself
and 1s delegated by the Worshipful Master to a committee of brethren
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who are to satisfy themselves that the visitor is a Master Mason in
good standing and a member of a regular Lodge holden under a
Grand Lodge with which we are in fraternal relations. The Worship-
ful Master may call upon any member of the Lodge to serve on the
examining committee. Its duties are outhned briefly.

The visitor should first be required to submit his name, address,
name of the Lodge of which he is 2 member, together with his current
dues card to indicate his good standing. The regularity of the Lodge
should be verified by reference to a current copy of the List of Regular
Masonic Lodges, published by the Pantagraph Printing and Station-
ery Company. If the lodge is located outside the United States and
Canada, it is well to consult our Grand Lodge Proceedings to verify
our recognition of the Grand Lodge under which it is holden. Visi-
tation is permitted only to members of Lodges recognized by our cwn
Grand Lodge. The next step is to require visitor and the Committee
to take the Tiler's Oath, found in our ritual. The last step is to
examine him on the catechisms of the three degrees to an extent
sufficient to satisfy the Committee beyond any reasonable doubt that
he is 2 Master Mason. No hints or prompting of any kind should be
given the visitor during this examination.

Leaving the visitor without the tiled door, the Committee should
return and report its findings to the Worshipful Master of the Lodge,
vouching for the brother as a Master Mason if he has satisfied them.
The Worshipful Master will then request the Committee to retire
and bring the visitor into the Lodge for introduction to the brethren.

The Responsibility of Vouchers on Petitions is one of the duties
most frequently shirked by the brethren generally because they do
not understand it. Before endorsing the petition of anyone for initia-
tion, time should be taken to discuss the matter with the applicant.
The endorser should know why he wishes to become a Mason and as-
certain if he knows what he may expect and what may be expected
of him. He should be asked if he is prepared to give the time neces-
sary to discharge his duties of a Mason—to attend Lodge, visit the
gick, assist the officers by working on the various committees when
selected, and to devote some of his energies and thought to the study
of Freemasonry in order that he might have a full appreciation of it.
Part of this is covered by the work of the Investigating and Indoctri-
nating Committee when it is used by a Lodge, but the endorser
should know the answers for himself.

If, after your interview, you are satisfied with his understanding
and know that he is of good moral character, the endorsement of the
petition of a friend should be a source of pleasure. However, the
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signing of the petition will also demand your presence in the Lodge
to give voice to your recommendation for the benefit of the other
brethren. The recommendation in Lodge prior to the ballot should
disclose (a) the length of time you have known the petitioner; (b) a
statement concerning his family life; (c¢) a statement concerning his
church affiliation and activities, if any; (d) a statement concerning
his business and civic activities; and (e) any other pertinent infor-
mation concerning him which you consider of interest. No endorser
should “damn a petitioner with faint praise” by saying, “l have known
him for ten years and know of no reason why he should not be a
Mason.” The Lodge wants to know the reasons why he should be
allowed to become a Mason.

The Responsibility to Investigate Petitioners belongs to every mem-
ber of the Lodge and should not be taken lightly if your own Masonic
household is to be protected against undesirable members. The In-
vestigating Committee is a recent addition to Freemasonry and the
fact that the Worshipful Master usually appoints such a committee
does not relieve the individual of his responsibility to serutinize those
who seek to enter the Lodge.

To serve on the Investigating Committee should be regarded as a
mark of especial trust by those selected. The Master will generally
appoint only those on whom he can count to make a complete and
impartial inquiry into the petitioner’s character and determine his
worthiness to become a Mason. The brother who accepts such an
appointment should be prepared to discharge the duties required of
him promptly and thoroughly.

The Financial Responsibility of a Mason.—The financial respon-
sibility of a Mason is measured in two areas. First, in the area of
mandatory support, namely, Lodge dues. Second, in the area of volun-
tary support, namely, of the Masonic Home through its individual
appeals and the appeals made by the individual Mason who is worthy.
In the first the brother must carry his share of the expense imposed
by the Lodge. In the second, he must be the sole judge of the extent
of his participation, measuring the need against his ability.

Every Lodge in Virginia is required to have by-laws, one section
of which fixes the amount that each member must pay in monthly
or annual dues. Dues are collected on the basis and at the time
specified in the by-laws of the Lodge. The Worshipful Master or the
Secretary will inform each new Master Mason of the amount and the
date on which these dues are payable.

Any member failing to pay his dues for a period of more than
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twelve months ig subject to citation in accordance with the Grand
Lodge law on this subject. The word citation is probably a new one
to many of the younger Masons. It is, in effect, a summons to appear
at the next stated communication of the Lodge and to show cause
why he should not be suspended from membership therein. The receipt
of a citation of this character is not to be treated lightly, since failure
to answer it can result in the loss of membership in your Lodge and
Freemasonry.

Each brother who becomes a Mason takes upon himself a solemn
obligation to assist distressed Master Masons, their widows and
orphans under certain well-defined conditions. It should be remem-
bered that such appeals may involve more than monetary aid, for
man’s needs are often more acute in other fields. The appeal for
financial assistance from one brother to another, on an individual
basis, is not often heard in present day gociety. However, the need
to care for the aged as well as the orphan still exists. To answer
this, the Grand Lodge of Virginia established the Masonic Home of
Virginia in 1890. In 1955 the Adult Division was opened.

Annually the Grand Masters have directed appeals to the individual
brethren to make cash contributions to the Endowment Fund of the
Masonic Home on Founders Day, October 13th. These contributions
serve a two-fold purpose. First, they serve to create an interest in
the Masonic Home, and second, they help to increase the Endowment
Fund. The income from that fund can be used for the operation of
the Masonic Home, but the principal remains intact.

The Inability of a Brother to Pay Dues is a matter which can be
handled without embarrassment to the brother needing such con-
sideration. The Lodge has no desire to suspend any brother who is
financially unable to pay his dues due to circumstances over which
he has no control. In most cases, however, nothing is known of his
predicament by his brethren. A Mason who finds himself in financial
straits should not hesitate to make his situation known to the Wor-
shipful Master or the Secretary of his Lodge. One of these officers
will handle the matter so that his dues are cared for and no debt is
accumulated against him on the account books of the Lodge. This is
not Masonic charity, but rather it is brotherly love. However, it
should be clearly understood that the brother who finds himself un-
able to pay his dues has an obligation to make his situation known
to the Lodge. '

Lodge Membership.—Each brother acquires membership in the Lodge
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which elected him to receive the degrees. This membership is effec-
tive when he is raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. To
continue to enjoy the privileges which belong to the Freemason, every
brother must hold membership in a working Lodge. The term “work-
ing Lodge” is used in this instance to distinguish it from the Research
Lodges which do not make Masons and which usually require that
membership be maintained in another Lodge also. The retention of
membership is accomplished by the payment of dues and keeping
under the tongue of good report in the community.

Dual and Plural Memberships are allowed under our Masonic law in
Virginia both within and without the State, provided the Grand
Lodge of the other jurisdiction also permits such membership. Dual
membership means that a brother may belong to two Lodges; plural
membership means that he may belong to as many Lodges as will
elect him to membership. It should be remembered that dues must be
paid in every Lodge to which a brother belongs and that if he is sus-
pended for non-payment of dues in one Lodge, he is automatically sus-
pended in all of them.

Termination of Masonic Membership 1s accomplished in three ways:
by dimit or withdrawal, by suspension, or by death.

A Dimit is a simple statement issued by the Secretary of a Lodge
under its seal, showing that the brother named therein was, on the
date of the instrument, clear on the books of the Lodge and at his
own request had withdrawn from membership. A dimit may be re-
quested by any member of a Lodge. If he does not owe any dues and
there are no charges pending against him, the Lodge must issue it.
A dimit may be used to affiliate with another Lodge, in which case it.
must be filed with the petition for membership as an evidence of the
brother’s right to petition. Holders of dimits from a Virginia Lodge
may visit another Lodge in Virginia for a period of six months after
the date of the dimit. This is done to enable a brother moving from
one location to another to determine which Lodge he would like to
enter. After this period of time has passed, the holder of a dimit.
becomes a non-affiliate and as such has only one Masonic right—that.
of petitioning a Lodge for membership. A dimit is never out of date.

Suspension may be imposed by the Lodge in which a brother holds
membership if he fails to answer a citation for failure to pay his
dues. Suspension or expulsion may also be imposed by a Trial Com-
missicn as punishment for a violation of Masonic law which results
in the placing of Masonic charges against a brother and his trial
before such Commission.
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A Mason suspended for non-payment of dues may apply for rein-
statement to the rights and benefits of Masonry and restoration to
membership in his Lodge at any time, provided he first pays the
amount for which he was suspended. A Mason suspended for a Ma-
sonic offense may apply to the Lodge from which he was suspended
after the lapse of six months. If the sentence be expulsion, twelve
months must elapse before such application can be made.

Affiliation or Membership in a Lodge may be requested of any Lodge
in Virginia by a member of another Lodge who is presently in good
standing or by a non-affiliate who holds a valid dimit. The petition
must carry the endorsement of two Master Masons, preferably mem-
bers of the Lodge petitioned, be read at a stated communication, and
lie over for one lunar month (28 days). The ballot is usually spread
on such petition at the following stated communication and must be
unanimous for him to obtain membership. The Lodge may also require
any brother who holds membership in another Lodge to secure a
certificate of good standing showing that his dues are paid three
months in advance. The laws of our Grand Lodge provide that any
Lodge accepting a brother into membership who is indebted to another
Virginia Lodge may be held responsible for his arrearages.

To Retain Continuous Membership is desirable on the part of the
petitioner. This will enable him to obtain promptly the dues-free
benefits given to our fifty-year veterans and to bring him much satis-
faction in the later years of his life. To insure continuous member-
ship during transfers from one Lodge to another, the petitioner must
obtain a certificate showing that his dues are paid three months in
advance. He then files a petition to retain membership in one Lodge
until elected in another, together with a request for a dimit addressed
to the Secretary of the Lodge in which he holds membership. After
the Lodge petitioned has eleeted him to membership, the request for
the dimit 1s mailed and he becomes a member of the new Lodge on the
date of his dimit from the old.

Entering and Retiring From a Lodge.—Under normal circumstances
each of the brethren should endeavor to be present when the Lodge
is opened and remain until it is closed. There are times when almost
everyone must be late, or circumstances which force him to leave be-
fore the Lodge is closed. A brother wishing to enter a Lodge after
it has opened simply informs the Tiler, who will make the alarm and
inform the Junior Deacon of the fact that he vouches for you and
that you wish to be admitted. When the Master gives his permission
for you to enter, simply approach the altar, salute the Master, using
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the proper sign, and await his invitation to be seated.

If you wish to retire, approach the altar, salute the Master and
request that you be permitted to retire. You may leave when the
Master instructs the Junior Deacon to permit you to do so.

Deportment While in Lodge.—The deportment of a brother while the
Lodge is at labor 1s governed by the rules of good taste. Generally
speaking, individuals should not engage in private conversations or
through any other action on their part disrupt the business of the
Lodge. Any brother who disrupts the business of the Lodge in an
offensive manner or otherwise disturbs its peace and harmony may
be requested to leave and, if necessary, escorted out by the Deacons.

Making a Metion mn the Lodge is a privilege which belongs to every
member. It 1s also the proper manner of presenting a proposition to
vour Lodge for adoption. Under normal circumstances motions may
be made by arising, saluting the Master and upon recognition, stating
the propssition and the motion to him. No second is necessary in a
Virginiz Lodge. If the motion is in order and considered to be in the
best interest of the Iodge by the Worshipful Master, he will aceept
it, and in so doing he becomes, 1n effect, its seconder. If he deems
the motion out of order or contrary to the best interest of the Lodge,
the Master may so rule and refuse to allow any discussion on the
subject

Ali husiness of the Lodge is transacted at its stated communications.
If some particular business is nccessary at a called communication,
the Woishipful Master must require that proper notice of the meet-
inx date, time and business be given to every member of the Lodge.

Any propow:tion to amend the by-laws of a Lodge or to create a
new by-law must be submitted in writing and signed by the propo-
nent. All such amendments are simply read and must lie over for one
month, the membership of the Lodge must be notified before any
action -in be taken on ihe proposal.

Discussions in the Lodge are always the sign of a healthy condition
and promote the interest of the Lodge if they are properly conducted.
A brother -vishing to discuss a proposit.on before the Lodge or to
fer 3 uew subjec. for 1ts consideration arises, salutes the Worship-
ful Master, and when he is recognized, makes his remarks. Each
should observe the rules of propriety and refrain from indulging in
personalities or d:sturbing the peace and harmony of the Lodge
renerally speaking, no brother should speak more than twice on the
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same subject unless he has the permission of the Lodge or iz answer-
ing some question or explaining some statement previously made,

There are certain subjects which may not be discussed in a Masonic
Lodge. These are such as pertain to religions, partisan polities and
nations, any one of which would tend to disrupt the peace and harmony
of the Lodge. The introduction of such subjeects would be a violation
of Virginia Masonic law and would subject the offender to Masonic
charges and disciplinary action, if he were §djudged guilty.

Voting in a Masonic Lodge is usually by voice vote, using the
ay¢s and nays. The Worshipful Master may, in his discretion, require
a show of hands and cause these to be counted. When petitions for
initiation and membership are considered, the ballot box, with the
balls and cubes, is always used. At the annual meeting of the Lodge,
when the officers are elected, a written ballot is required for every
office which has two or more nominees.

The Rules of Order in our Masonic Lodges are different from those
used in other organizations ; we do not follow Roberts Rules. Under
Masonic law the Worshipful Master rules and governs his Lodge,
controls the order of business, and may refuse to entertain any propo-
sition which he deems not in the best interest of the Lodge. The
decision of a Worshipful Master may not be appealed to his Lodge,

the course of such appeals being through the District Deputy Grand
Master to the Grand Master.

The Officers of a Lodge.—Every Masonic Lodge is governed by its
Worshipful Master assisted by the two Wardens. In addition to these
three, the Lodge elects four other officers. These are the Treasurer,
Secretary, Senior and Junior Deacons.

The Worshipful Master also appoints two Stewards, a Chaplain
and the Tiler to complete the list of officers. Some Lodges also have
other officers, such as a Marshal and Purveyor, but these are not
specified in the law and their appointment is made at the will and

pleasure of the Worshipful Master or as specified in the by-laws of
the Lodge.

The duties of these officers are fully covered in the Virginia Me-
thodical Digest and it is not necessary to repeat them in this Manual.

The Office of Worshipful Master is open to any Master Mason who
is a member of the Lodge. However, to be eligible for election the
brother must have served at least twelve months as a Warden, and
he must also have a current certificate from the Grand Lecturer or
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other member of the Committee on Work that he is capable of oper;;
ing and cloging the Lodge and can confer the three'Degrees of Cra
Masonry. These two requirements are imposed to 1.nsure the proper
government of our Lodges and the purity of our ritual

Any member of the Lodge may hold any of 'the. qther elect‘lve offices
to which his brethren see fit to elect him. Virginia Masonic law re-
quires that a brother must have received the Qegree of Past Mastsr
prior to his installation as a warden. All appointments a..re m.ade y
the Worshipful Master and these brethren' gerve at his will am:
pleasure. Virginia law allows for the app?lntmgnt (.:f members o
other Lodges as Chaplain, Stewards and Tiler, if suitable brethren
cannot be found among the members to fill these offices.

Masonic Law.—Freemasonry is an orderly society whlch has a code
of laws for the government of the Lodge and the l.nd}w.dual Mason.
Such laws are enacted by the Grand Lodge. In.Vlrgufla‘all of the
applicable laws are printed in the Method?wal Digest; in it also are
found the decisions of Grand Masters which have been ‘ax‘)proved lfy
the Grand Lodge and have the effect of law. These decisions are in
the form of annotations.

In addition to the written law to which reference has been made,
there are those ancient usages and customs which have, over .the
centuries, become a part of the unwritten laws of the Fraternity.
Most of these are simple, yet they have in them the essence of all of
Freemasonry.

The Basic Masonic Law rests upon the Old Charges and the Con-
stitutions of Masonry as these were compiled by the Rev. James Ander-
son, George Payne and John T. DeSaguliers around 1722-23. .Our
own Virginia law began with these and has expanded as the txmgs
and circumstances have required, until our present system of ly.[as?mc
jurisprudence has been evolved. The orig'in?.l 'Book of Con‘stltx}t.lons
was adopted by the Grand Lodge of Virginia in 1791. It is divided
into six chapters of varying [ength and has la‘.w_s gOVﬁrmng st}ch
things as that titled “Concerning God and Religion,” . Concerning
Government and the Civil Magistrate”, and many other titles. It also
covers the officers of a Lodge and their duties, the officers of the'Grand
Ledge, and other regulations concerning it. The Book. em'is 'W:,th the
chapter headed “Of Grand Visitations and Communications.” The
reading of the Book of Constitutions should be recommended to every
new brother who ecomes into our Craft.

An Explanation of Masonic Law is available in several excellent
books written on the general subject of Masonic jurisprudence. Albert
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G. Mackey’§ Jurisprudence of Freemasonry covers a basie explanation
of the_sub_]ect and js highly regarded by students of Masonic law
Masonic Law and Practice, written by L. A. Lockwood, and Silas H.
Shepherd’s The Landmarks of Frecmasomy also cover, some part of
the field of Masonic jurisprudence which is of general interest,

Specifically, Virginia Masoni is divi
¢ ally, ¢ Law is divided into four general
clz?.331ﬁcatxons dealing with the Grand Lodge in all facets of its oper-
:.tlon., wlxth the sub.01:dinate Lodge and matters concerning 1ts opera-
ions; w1th.the individual Mason and his conduet; and with Masonic
offenses, trials and penalties.

The Enactment of Masonic Law is done by the Grand Lodge at its
annual Qoqmunications. Amendments or new laws may be offered at the
communication with the unanimous consent of the Grand Lodge or with
the approval of the Grand Master. The new biother should be told that the
voting power of the Grand Lodge is centered in the representatives
of the ‘subordinate Lodges in Virginia, and that the laws are enacted
::u:henrdv:te. If he has an interest in Masonic law, he should be en-
sou :fs en?o%t;}fse a copy of the Methodical Digest for his own

Ma.somc Offenses.—What constitutes a Masonic offense? Every broth

owing allegiance to the Grand Lodge, A.F. & AM. of Virginia a:;
those Masons sojourning in its territorial jurisdiction are reqllired
f'o Sfupport the establishment of government; obey the civil laws: kee

mvmlal.)le the mysteries of the Order; preserve and obey the,law:
resolutions and edicts of the Grand Lodge; observe the Ancient Land:
32{1':-(;3“'1'1\’[350““; and discharge their duties snd obligations to
their £ rlm 1es.sé }:;o each other and to mankind in general, Wilful failure
b]mtherp thWId any of these requi.rements is a Masonic offense; the
fhothe o does so may be subject to Masonic charges and trial
naix;a ::;i 1f found gull'ty, the brother will be subject to such discipli-
oy ::p::llthe Trial Commission may prescribe, subject to the

oﬂizzo:x:dcglmges may be brought in only one Lodge for the same
o onse an e;ln }tlhrough'the process of accusation, investigation by
e ee whic the Worshipful Master will usvually appoint, and

e 'ornr'lulatxon and presentation of the charge itself at a stated’com-
mumca.tu?n of the Lodge. The charge is simply a formal statement
of tl.le W{llful violation of the laws of the Grand Lodge, support de:
specifications setting forth the circumstances of such :i(;latizg Y

!
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Masonic Trials.—While the matter of Masonic Offenses and Masonic
Charges are considered in the Lodge itself, Masonic trials are held
before a Commission of Past Masters appointed by the District
Deputy Grand Master. No member of the accused brother’s Lodge
may be a member of such Commission, nor may any relative serve
on it. Even close friends should disqualify themselves if appointed.

At such Masonic trials the Lodge is represented by the Junior
Warden or someone designated to act in his stead. The accused may
be represented by counsel or any other brother, but the representative
must be a Master Mason. If the accused desires to do so, he may
defend himself at such trial. Witnesses for the accused brother will
be summoned in the Masonic manner by the Trial Commission at

his request.

The Trial follows normal procedures in that the charges and specifi-
cations should be read to the accused and he should then be asked
how he pleads—guilty or not guilty. The representative of the Lodge
then presents its case by the use of witnesses and evidence. The ac-
cused or his representative is privileged to examine every witness
who testifies. At the conclusion of the Lodge’s case the accused
brother then presents such refutations and other data as to circum-
stances and calls such witnesses as he may desire. The Lodge also
has the right of cross-examination and the Trial Commission may
also question any witness when he is being examined.

The Trial Commission has but one interest—the determination of
the facts in the case and the extent of the guilt of the accused, if
he is guilty. The Commission, in seeking to obtain the facts, will
make its own rules as to permitting statements and arguments by
the representatives of the aceuser and the accused.

The Trial Commission will reach its verdict in executive session.
This verdict and the punishment will be transmitted to the District
Deputy Grand Master and by him to the Lodge through its Secretary.
The punishment for a Masonic offense is expulsion, suspension or
reprimand, listed in the order of severity. The accused will be notified
of the verdict of the Commission in writing by the Secretary of the

Lodge.

An Appeal may be taken by either the accuser or the accused within
sixty days of the date of the notice of such verdict sent to the ac-
cused by the Secretary of the Lodge. This may be done by writing
a letter to the Secretary of the Lodge which contains a simple state-
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ment that the accused desires to appeal the verdict of the Commission
The appeal is passed on to the Grand Master through the Distrid;
Depqty .and all appeals are usually considered at the Annual Com-
Mmunication of the Grand Lodge by the Committee on Appeals. Their

findings are either approved i
itself. PP or disapproved by the Grand Lodge

The Grand Lodge.—The Grand Lodge is the supreme governing bod
?f Freemas.onry in Virginia and derives its powers from the Cr f}t,
itgelf. Anciently every Mason had the right to be present at :h
Grgnd L.odge or General Assembly of Masons, to participate in 't:
deliberations, and to vote on every issue coming before that bOt;
'In modern Freemasonry the Craft elects the Magster and Wardens :;
its Lodges and these three are the representatives of that segment
of the Craft who are members of the particular Lodge Thlf;m th
supreme body still derives its power from the Craft. ' °

The Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of the Com-
?non?vea..lt.h of Virginia, is composed of the Grand Master of Masons
g:rVJrg-xma, the Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Wardens, the Grand
ol ex;)surer, Grand Secretary, and the Grand Deacons. In addition are
We ast Grand Masters, Past Deputy Grand Masters and Past Grand
: ardens, the representatives of subordinate Lodges, the District

epltlty Grand Masters, and the Past Masters of suhordinate Lodges
not in oth?r classifications. (Seec. 1.06 M.D.) The representatives of
the subordinate Lodges are its Masters and Wardens or their proxies.

) T.h.e Function of the Grand Lodge is that of a Supreme legislative
Judlcxa'l an'd executive body when it is in session. It makes the ]aws,
by which ‘xt, the subordinate Lodge and the individua] Mason are
gover:ned' in the exercise of its legislative function. It is judicial in
!:ha.t it sits in judgment on all appeals made to it and on the work of
its .ofﬁcers and committees. It is executive in that it determines th

policies of the Craft and brovides for their execution. ) °

?;y:}z:wfor reso.]utlon enacted by the Grand Lodge; issue dispensations
el dze rzrr::bmn of 'new Lodges ax}d such other purposes which he
. 6 cessary ; .he may appoint Commissions; make decisions

cerning .the operation or laws, ete., and perform such other acts
as may 'be imposed on his office by law or custom, He reports all of
his official acts to the Grand Lodge in his annuaj address. °
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The Grand Lodge meets annually on the second Monday in February.
Proposals and propositions are assigned to appropriate committees,
whose meetings the delegates and interested brethren are invited to attend.
These committees then prepare reports for the consideration of the Grand
Lodge.

The Grand Master’s Address is referred by law to the Committee
of Past Grand Masters which makes recommendations to the Grand
Lodge for the permanent adoption of his decisions, rulings and recom-
mendations on which it finds such approval necessary. Upon adoption
of a decision or ruling of a Grand Master by the Grand Lodge, if it
deals with Masonic law, that decision or ruling becomes a part of
our Grand Lodge law without being actually written into it. The
disapproval of any decision or ruling of the Grand Master does not.
affect the particular act but governs only the future actions of other

Grand Masters.
History of the Grand Lodge of Virginia

The first Grand Master of Masons in Virginia, Judge John Blair,
Jr., of the Williamsburg Lodge, was elected by a Convention of dele-
gates from the several Virginia Lodges on October 13, 1778, and was
ingtalled into that office on October 30th of the same year. We date
our history as a Grand Lodge from the date of his election. A suc-
cession of distinguished brethren has followed Judge Blair in the
office of Grand Master. These brethrer have come from all walks in
life and each has brought something of himself to the office, provid-
ing leadership which has secured a position of prominence and respect
in the Masoniec world scarcely dreamed of by its founders.

A history of the beginning of our Grand Lodge will be found in
almost every edition of the Proceedings; it is recommended that every
new Mason familiarize himself with it. This is the record of the birth
of our Grand Lodge; this is our Virginia Masonic heritage of which
we may well be proud. The Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons, has been continuously at labor since 1778 as the only Masonie
Grand Lodge in Virginia. It is the oldest independent Grand Lodge
in the United States, for it was never a Provincial Grand Lodge, was
never held under the authority of 2 Provincial Grand Master, but has
been continuously under the authority of the Grand Master of Masons
in Virginia by the sovereign will of the Craft.

George Washington

George Washington, the greatest American, is the only brother in
the history of our Craft to have served as President of the United
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sgat?s an{iT Master of his Lodge simultaneously. Washington was g
rgmla.mason and the Lodge which he served as Worshipful Mast
was a Virginia Lodge— Alexandra No. 22, e

Washington was initiated an Entered Apprentice in the Lodge at

Fredericksburg on November 4, 1752; passed to the Degree of Fellow

Mason on August, 4, 1753. Until he died, George Washington remained

u ﬁgedS§€;i?bga;'§’1l7?fﬁ &Vashington laid the cornerstone of the
. S 1tol with Masonic ceremonies. On thi i
was acting as Grand Master of Maryl . corted o the
: d and was
building site by Alexandri o 59 ey
: : a Lodge No. 22 and Potomac Lod
ﬁ?ly(;i t(?e %st;xct of Columbia, but then under the Grand gfo(il:': 051:
ryland, ashington’s pride 1n T reemasonry i
Ty 1s to be seen in th
many oceasions on which he mun i i .
1 gled with his brethr i
the War for Independence a i i c. Washon, during
) nd during his later life. Wagsh}
soldier, Washington, the state " o gton, the
5 » Lae statesman, was also Washington, th M
The brethren of Alexandria Lodge No. 22 conducted the t"un:ral 9;?:;:

g
GIOZ thls\ Teat man When lle answer ed Lhe fina | summons Of the Supreme

Ihe :‘\19!1!}01 may Unhe 1 1 Y
S tdtll Zi lecolnmend to eac new bl Othel
h

Che le}:"dn‘g of th* exceuent bOOkS tltled Ge(” ge ” as‘“ngton; the A’-‘a”
ana the .UaSO?Z, by Challe“: III- Ca”ahdn I (J.]w. an GC’O'I ge W asnmg-

y . s’ d

tO?l, i r.«"l}l(ts()'n, by Vvllhdnl .“'Losele& BI'OWU P G.M

5 . .

Masenic Presidents

Positve proot of Muasomie
B £ M membership can be found for Geor
;Z:;};;;;gtgi; ;st I.’dres1aent; James Monroce, 5th President,] Acr]uei?ei:
s 1W Lresident; James K. Polk, 11th Presi am
ck ‘ . . , esident; J -
éhal%ax;.i l;tll PreS{dent; Andrew Johnson, 17th President; 3?:125BZ
Rﬂ!‘l‘brﬂ_, _O.th k xesxde}nt; William McKinley, 25th President" Theod re
o develt 26th President; William M. Taft, 27th Presiden)t' War::e
£ b n
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G. Harding, 29th President; Franklin D. Roosevelt, 32nd President;
Harry S Truman, 33rd President; and Gerald R Ford, 38th Presdent.

Persistant claims of Masonic membership have been made for
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. In both cases documentary
evidence is lacking and we must conclude, therefore, with some reluct-
ance that these two distinguished Americans and native Virginians
had no eonnection with the Craft.

The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution

Signers of the Declaration of Independence who were probably
Freemasons numbered twenty-four of the fifty-six whose names appear
at the end of this immortal document. As in the case of Masonic
Presidents, many have sought to conneet more of the signers with
the Masonic Fraternity, but documentary proof of their membership
cannot be produced and Freemasonry will be best served by omitting
the names where such doubts exist.

Those who made great and lasting contributions to the establish-
ment of our government numbered many Freemasons in their ranks.
Some of the philosophies of Masonry are to be found in the Constitu-
tion of the United States, but these are the great and time-honored
philosophies of those men of courage who believe in the worth and
dignity of the individual and in the responsibility of man for his
brother. However, to say that our form of government came from
Freemasonry would be an overstatement of the case.

The writing of the Constitution was a matter which occupied con-
siderable time, but the authors were thorough as is evident because
of the few amendments offered in more than a century and three-
quarters. The basis of the Constitution was the “Virginia Plan”
and this was offered and championed by Edmund Randolph, then
Governor and Grand Master of Masons in Virginia. Yet the plan was
not entirely Randolph’s nor was it, in essence, Masonic. We can iake
pride in the fact that many of the cardinal points dealing with in-
dividual rights and individual responsibility are a part of both our
government ,and our Freemasonry.
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Chapter VII

General Information

There are a few points which should be covered briefly for the benefit
of the new Master Mason. These deal with a wide range of material
and have been reserved for the last for that reason.

The Grand Honors are most frequently given to distinguished
brethren on ceremonial occasions as a Masonic salute. This salute is
given by striking the palm of the left hand three times with right;
the palm of the right is then struck three times with the left; and
the palm of the left hand is again struck three times with the right.
This is the manner prescribed by the Grand Lodge of Virginia, but
the Grand Honors vary from state to state and there is no particular
uniformity in this custom,

Custom in Virginia decrees that the Grand Honors or the Masonic
Salute shall be given to the Worshipful Masters of Lodges, the District
Deputy Grand Masters, the Grand Lodge Officers, the Grand Master,
and the Past Grand Masters when these are received in the East of
any Lodge by the Worshipful Master or other brother presiding over
a Masonic meeting which is tiled. 1t is also customary to greet any
Past Master received by the Worshipful Master for some special
purpose, but the Grand Honors are not given to those who have not
attained the office of Worshipful Master.

There are also the Funeral Grand Honors which differ greatly from
the Masonic Salute. These are given twice by the Funeral Lodge,
once in the Lodge room and once at the graveside. In the latter in-
stance the brethren, with appropriate gestures, proclaim that the
deceased brother’s spirit is consigned to God, his memory to their
hearts, and his body to the earth. y

Masonic Jewelry worn by the brethren in the form of rings and
lapel emblems is chiefly an American custom. Our English brethren
seldom use the Masonic emblem for ornamentation. Any Mason may
use the square and compasses emblem in the form of jewelry for per-
sonal adornment as there is no law which forbids their use except a
civil law enacted a few years ago, which forbids the use of emblems
of societies to be worn or displayed by one who is not a member.

Many brethren inquire as to the proper manner in which the Ma-
sonic ring should be worn. Some brethren like to wear the emblem
so that the square and compasses are in the same relative position
as when the wearer first saw them. Others prefer to wear it so that
another person looking at the emblem will see it as it is normally seen
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by brethren in the Lodge. In this instance the compasses have their
points away from the wearer. Either way is correct, for the manner
in which the ring is worn is a matter of personal choice and there
1s no law or regulation governing the manner of its display.

Learning the Ritual will often appeal to many of our new brethren
as they become fascinated by the gquaint language and the richness
of our work. These brethren will wish to know how they can receive
instruetion. His desires should be communicated to the Worshipful
Master of his Lodge, who should be able to direct him to a proper
person to give him instruction. The Grand Lodge Committee on Work
1s the custodian of out Ritual in Virginia, but few of the mem-
bers of the Committee have sufficient time to give individual instrue-
tion. Some of our Masonic Districts have Distriet Instructors and
these brethren may find time to teach the ritual to the new brother.
If not, they will certainly know someone who can.

In several sections of Virginia there are classes of instruction in
the ritual conducted by Lodges or on a District basis where in-
struction 1n the floor work and lectures may be obtained. The new
Mason should be introduced to those in charge of a particular school
where these exist. He might find proper instruction from some well-
qualified individual, but before he 1s turned over to someone for the
purpuse of receiving instruction, the qualifications of the instructor
should be known.

Attention of the new brother should be called to the several schools
which meet annually. The John T. Cochran Masonic Memorial School
meets in July at Augusta Military Academy, at Fort Defiance, near
Staunton The Southwest Masonic School meets in August at the
Virgima Polytechme Institute at Blacksburg. The Eastern Shore
School meets at Ocean Lodge No. 116, Wachapreague, in January.
This latter school is on the Eastern Shore but is visited by brethren
from eastern Virginia each year. All of the schools last from three to
five days and the brethren may obtain instruction under the direction
of the Grand Lecturer on any part of the Ritual.

Masonic Burial is one of the rights and privileges of a Master
Mason This ceremony may be conducted by any Virginia Lodge as
a courtesy to another Lodge, if the deceased brother happened to be a
sojourner. However, it should be remembered that the Lodge is not
supposed to offer this service; the request should originate with the
brother during his lifetime or come from a member of his family after
he has passed on. Masonic funeral ceremonies are widely used and
brethren who desire to include Masonic rites in their final plans
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should make their wishes known to their own families or place them
1n writing so that a kwnowledge of them may be had.

their families should be advised to com-

In the case of sojourners, !
i i i the Secretary of the decease
municate with the Worshipful Master or the e ound

tary is usua
's Lodge. The name of the Secre

&o)rrxm‘;}lllzr dues fard from the Lodge. If it becomes neeessa?y to cl:ar
this matter with another Lodge, the Worshipful Master will care 10r

these details.
Recommended Reading

Masonry and Masonic subjects from which
knowledge of our Society. Some of these
e obtained on loan from the Grand
have to be purchased if the brother
n contribution to his Ma-

There are many books on
the new Mason may acquire
may be borrowed, some may b
Lodge Library, and others may )
wishes to use them. Each will make its ow
sonic education.

It ;s not possible, 1n the brief space available, to print a compleu.;
list of =ither books or subjects which are recommendedv ftgr genera
V of the subject of Freemasonry. Nor is it possible

reading and study i
to list all of the sources from which books may be obtained. The

following 1s a partial list of books suggested for the brother who
wishes to do some Masonic reading.

Virginia Masonic History

Reprmt of the Grand Lodge Proceedings,

VR 2 /28 T 27 SRR SER R Dove
Freemasonry in VIirgini .. oo omornnsmasenaness Brown
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge.......cecmmenes
Freemagonry in STOUNLOM.. oo erciniennees Brown
Freemasonry in Highland Springs.......... - ..R;cgberts
Early Freemasgonry in Williamsburg......... - Kidd

Lodge Histeries

Blandford Lodge No. 3o s covneremanavaneeee Brown

St. Tammany No. 5. een mvenvamascananenn Brown
Richmond Lodge No. 10 o oernimns ....Walthal
Manchester Lodge No. Lh. o cmirmniiens ... Owens

St. Johns Lodge No. 36 Eggleston
Lodge Francise No 53 - .o vee wooomm o ooeee Snodgrass
Roman Fagle Lodge No. 122 .overn cieeee Dame
Henrico Union Lodge NO. 180 cive cneees Moore
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General Subjects

Introduction to Freemasomry..........._.._

Story of the Craft.......... ‘"0‘1{‘ ..... oot one “S’i;giy

The Builders. ... ) M“Newton

The Newly-Made Mason -Haywood

Freemasonry in the 13 Colonies..... eecsmeeen-.. Tatsch

Brothers and Builders........ . eme-.. Newton

The Great Teachings of Masonry................ Haywood

Famous Magons and Masonie Presidents......._. Haywood

Freemasonry, Its Hidden Meaming......... .. Steinmetz

Faotg for Freemasons.... ... . .Voorhis

Masonry Defined ... . «veeeee. B R. Johngon

Freemasons Guide and Compendium,........__. B. E. Jones

Lectures on Philosophy of Masonry.........._.. .Rosc.oe Pound

The Master’s Book

ter’s Book........... eoemtee e etnene ot neeaenee s .Cl
Our Ancient Brethren..._. recranmmaae e Ca::jl}l's
Territorial Masonn/...............m.....m.................:Denslow
Washingtonia

George Washington, Freemason,

¢ Washungton, Freemason........ . ... . . Brown
Washington, the Man and the Mason..............Callahan
The Lodge of Washington F. L. Brockett
Facts About Washington as a Mason... ... Tatsch

Masorfic Correspondence of Washington........ Sachse
Washington and His Masonic Compeera.....,.A-.Hayden

Symbolism and Philosophy

Hlustrations of Masonry............. .

The Meaning of Magonry ... .
Masonic Symboliem............... . __
Historical Landmarks of F'reemasonry"
The Revelations of a Square....... .

The Religion of Freemasonry....... .. .. .
The Religion of Masonry.......o..
Moral and Dogma, A.A.S. Rite...______

Symbolism of F'rema.sonry..._...._.____........... Macke;
Symbolical Masonry..._........_. : .-.--Hnyw:od
Symbolism of the Thyee Degrees.................. Day

Masonic Jurisprudence

Jurisprudence of Freemason
* S
Masonic Law angd Practice................_ n[flc‘;:k;Zod
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MENTORS MANUAL 79

Masonic Trials.................. Look

The Law and Cugtoms of Freemasonry............ Edwards
The Landmarks of Freemasonry.......e ... Shepherd
Masonic Jurisprudence............ueceee cune.. Lawrence

General Reading

The Little Masonic Library..... cveveeacesarennn M.S.A.

Freemasonry and the Presidency.......emeeeee.. Denslow

Ten Thousand Famous Freemasoms................ Missouri Ladge Research
Moral Teachings of Freemasonry J.S.M. Ward

Magonry and Protest@miism.............ueeeeme Lanier

River of Years ...Newton

Freemasgonry and Its Etiquette.....ueererencencne Everden

The Lost Word, Ite Hidden Meaning............ ... Steinmetz

An Qutline History of Freemasonry................J.S.M. Ward
The Men’s House.....
Masonic Addresses and Writings

Masonic Information, Please........... .
ONe COMMON PUTDOBE......ceeeeeeeereeereemsesaann seasenvins C. H. Johnson
Hand to Back.... ...... Stuart
Masonic Soldiers of Fortune...... coveceeneeee.. Stuart
Masonic Organizations, Allied Orders

and Degrees ..... Voorhis
Masters of Deceit Hoover
House Undivided......................... Roberts
Masonic Facts and Fiction.. ... c.cecvrcmnenennns Sadler
Military Lodges......... .. erert et nnm s Gould

These books may be borrowed from the Grand Lodge Library if
they are owned by it, or they may be purchased from regular Masonic
publishing houses such as The McCoy Publishing and Supply Com-
pany, Richmond, Va.; the Masonic History Company, Chicago, and others.
The Masonic Service Association, 8120 Fenton St., Silver Spring, Mary-
land 20910, can also supply a wealth of Masonic lhterature at reason-

able costs.

The Orders and Rites of Freemasonry

The new Mason will hear much of the so-called “higher degrees”
of Masonry. Each of these has a place in our fraternal system, but
it should be understood that the term “higher” is a misnomer if it
is assumed to imply superiority. For the benefit of the new Mason
an outline of the two ‘“rites” are given as a matter of information.
Bach of these is predicated upon membership in a Craft Lodge.
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The York Rite consists of the Royal Arch Chapter and the Com-
mandery of Knights Templar. The name York Rite has been used
for many years, but it probably should be more properly called the
American Rite. The Chapter of Royal Arch Masons consists of six
degrees in Virginia, namely those of Mark Master, Past Master,
Select and Royal Master (the last two beng sometimes known as the
Cryptic Degrees or Rite), Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Mason
In most States the Council Degrees of Select Master, Roya!l Master, and
Super Excellent Master are a separate organization known as the
Council, and having both subordinate and grand bodies.

The Commandery of Knights Templar consists of three Orders and
is the only part of Masonry dealing with the Christian religior and
requiring a belief in the divinity of Jesus Christ. The Orders are
those of Red Cross, Malta and the Temple. The latter two Orders
have some foundation in the Crusades.

The Scottish Rite consists of twenty-nine degrees which are divided
into four separate bodies. In the Southern Jurisdiction these are
styled the Lodge of Perfection, the Chapter of Rose Croix, the Council
of Kadosh, and the Consistory. The Scottish Rite Degrees are num-
bered, beginning with the 4° and running through the 32° and each
has a name as well, that of the 82° being Sublime Prince of the Royal
Secret.

In addition, the Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, has one
rank and decoration which is bestowed on deserving brethren who
have attained the 32°. It is known as Knight Commander, Court of
Honor, or K.C.C.H. The Supreme Council also confers the 33°, that
of Inspector General Honorary, upon certain brethren selected by it
at each biennial session. Another distinetion which is very rare is
that of Grand Cross, bestowed only by the Supreme Council for out-
standing contributions to Freemasonry generally, the Scottish Rite,
and service to mankind in other fields of human endeavor.

The Supreme Council, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, has bodies
in fifteen States north of the Mason-Dixon Line and east of the Mis-
sissippi River. It also has 29 degrees, divided into Lodge of Perfection,
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, Chapter of Rose Croix, and the
Consistory. The Northern Masonic Jurisdiction is governed by a
Supreme Council made up of certain officers and an active member
from each State. All members of the Supreme Council are 33° Masons.
This jurisdiction does not have the rank and decoration of Knight
Commander, Court of Honor, but confers the 33° annually on brethren:
designated to receive it a year earlier.
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Appendant Orders.—There are numerous appendant Orders which
have no actual connection with the Grand Lodge or Masonry as it is
generally understood. These are classed as appendant because mem-
bership in a Craft Lodge and some of the other bodies is required as
a prerequisite to membership in them.

The first of these is the Red Cross of Constantine, which chooses
jts members from among the Royal Arch Masons of a jurisdiction
who conform to such other reasonable requirements as a particular
Conclave desires to impose in its by-laws. The Knights, York Cross
of Honour, is another of these. To qualify for membership the brother
must have served as the presiding officer in each of the four York
Rite Bodies, the Lodge, Chapter, Council (which is included in the
Chapter in Virginia), and the Commandery. The Holy Royal Arch,
Knights Templar Priests or K.T.P.; the Allied Masonic Degrees;
the Royal Order of Scotland; and numerous other bodies are also
numbered among the appendant orders. Membership in all of these
is by invitation only.

The Shrine, Grotto and Tall Cedars, all fun-loving organizations,
may also be classed as appendant groups because each requires Ma-
sonic membership as a prerequisite. The Shrine is properly the
Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and its Temples
usually carry Arabic names. The individual Temples are governed
by a Potentate, and the parent body—the Imperial Council—is gov-
erned by the Imperial Potentate. The Grotto is properly the Mystic
Order, Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm, and its Grottos
usually carry mystic names. The individual Grotto is governed by
a Monarch, and the parent body—the Supreme Council—is governed
by the Grand Monarch. The Tall Cedars have the full name of Tall
Cedars of Lebanon. The individual Forests are governed by a Grand
Tall Cedar, and the parent body—the Supreme Forest, Tall Cedars
of Lebanon—is governed by the Supreme Grand Tall Cedar.

Each of these has its own particular charitable or philanthropic
work for which it labors diligently and in which each has achieved
national recognition. The Shrine is best loved for its Shriners Hos-
pitals for Crippled Children, the “world’s best known philanthropy.”
The Grotto has its excellent cancer ressarch program and through
it has sponsored some productive studies. The national charitable
objective of both the Grotto and the Tall Cedars is research for the
cure of muscular dystrophy.

Any brother who desires information concerning these organizations
or orders may obtain it by asking some member. It is recommended
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that the young Mason at least learn the fundamentals of the Symbeolic
Lodge before he attempts to broaden the scope of his Masonic activities
to such an extent that he will not have time for the essential elements
of our Freemasonry as these are found in it.

Ladies Organizations.—These are not Masonic, nor connected with
Freemasonry except for the requirement that the ladies be wives
or daughters of Masons in order to qualify for membership and that
the men be members of the Craft. These are the Order of the Eastern
Star, the Order of Amaranth, and the White Shrine of Jerusalem.
Each of these does a fine work and full information on any of them
may be obtained from any member.

Youth Organizations.—Masonic youth organizations in Virginia include
the International Order of Job’s Daughters, the Order of the Rainbow for
Girls, and the Order of DeMolay.

The Grand Lodge approves the sponsoring of these organizations by
our Lodges and the rendering of such aid and assistance as may be reason-
ably given by the Lodge, such as the providing of meeting rooms, etc.
The Bethels of Job’s Daughters are usually under the sponsorship of an
Bastern Star Chapter in Virginia.

For the Mentor Himself

The Committee on Masonic Education will be happy to receive and
answer any question which arises in the instruction of any candidate you
may be called upon to teach. If you cannot secure the proper answer from
your local chairman, simply address the Committee at the Grand Lodge of
Virginia, A. F. & A. M, P. O. Box 27345, Richmond, Va. 23261. A
reasonable time should be allowed for your answer to be received.

If in the course of your work you have any suggestions for the
improvement of this Manual, the production of other aids to Masonic
education, or those which will help the Committee with its task, these
will be gratefully received and thoroughly studied. Providing proper
instruction for our newly-made Magons in order to create a con-
tinulng interest in Freemasonry is one of the real problems of our
century. We do not have all of the anawers and we need all of the
help we can get. We therefore appeal to each Mentor for any assist-
ance he can give us and for a dedication to the high serviece to which
he has been called.
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