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THE EMBLEM /."* 7 {,

Of a Royal Arch Mason 1s the TRIPLE TAU
within a triangle encompassed by a CIRCLE.

The Equilateral, or Perfect Triangle, is em-
blematical of the Deity—the one living and
true God, Creator of Heaven and Ear.th, and
symbolizess His Unity and the Great Trinity of
His attributes, Omnipotence, Omniscience, and
Omnipresence, while the Circle represents th.e
Universe created by Him, whose center is
everywhere and whose circumference extends
to the boundless realms of Eternity.

The Triple Tau is a symbol of the TRUE
WORD, and is therefore the appropriate em-
blem of those who discover in this degree the
mystery of the Great and Sacred Name, and
learn to revere God and worship Him.
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OFFICERS OF A CHAPTER

The following are the officers of a Royal
Arch Chapter and the stations and places they
occupy in the dependent Lodges:

In Chapter, /% ] Dependent Lodges
lgh Pkt Fldyre. RW.M

~King e’ Senior Warden
’wﬁé’ﬂfScnbe % a%‘%w #=s+ Junior Warden

Treasurer, ; ? Treasurer

becretary . Secretary
‘i‘ﬁéﬁff(}haplam b ; ¢ : [ Chaplain
(Captain of Hostw, M 76 Marshal

)b%ﬂPnnCJpal Sojournert =1 { Senior Deacon
Royal Arch Captaln f.Junior Deacon

\WMaster of Third Veil ;Z:“"? f-Master Overseer

“Master of Second Vel ! Senior Overseer
wo.PMaster of First Veﬂ%f Junior Overseer
Sentinel - Taler
The' §tations ahd: places of the vakious offi-
cers are as indicated in the diagrams.

The High Priest represenis Jeshua, the first
High Priest of the Jews after their return from
the Babylonian captivity. His title is Excel~
lent.

The King represents Zerubbabel, a Prince
of Judah.

The Scribe represents Haggai, the prophet.
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The Captain of the Host represents the Gen-
eral of the troops who returned from Babylon.

The Principal Sojourner represents the
leader of a small party of Jews, who came up |
from Babylon to assist in rebuilding the Tem- - (To open and close in R.A. Degree use words in parentheses)
ple. R.W M. (.H.P.) *The officers wili take their stations and places.

SHORT FORM OPENING MAY BE USED AS PRESCRIBED in the
1966 amendments to the R. A. Code, pages 51 and 85—

R.W.M. (E H.P.) (Afterall are known or vouched for) *Bro.J. D. (R.A.C.)
what 1s first/last great care of an assemblage of Masons.

v JD (R.A C.) To see that the Lodge (Tabernacle) is duly tiled (securely
LY “
. T;e Masters of the Veils represent the at- ‘ gnarded).
en
ants on the Tabernacle. ' ! R W.M. (& H.P.) You will perform tbat duty and Inform the Tiler (Sen-

0y . tinel) that I am about to open/closea .. ._. Lodge (Chapter of R.AM.)
' ’ and direct ham to tile (guard) accordingly.

:I‘he Royal Arch Captain represents the Cap-
tain of the King’s Guards, , N
RO . } '

J D .(R.A.C) (Informs Tiler (Sentinel) eloses door, gives raps, answered
} Py and reports—In closing exchange 1aps before opening door) R.W.M. (E.H.P.)
+ Yourorder has been obeyed and we are duly tiled (the Tabernacle issecurely
P guarded.)
6 RW M. (E.H P) Bro S.D. (Comp. P.S.) you will display/close the G.L.

S D, (PS) RWM, (E.H P.) the G.L. are displayed/closed.

R.W M. (E H.P) *** Brethren (Companions) let us pray. (In closing
have prayer before G L are closed. Prayers may be omitted and Pledge
of Allegiance should be omitted when closing one degree and opeming an-
otherimmediately.)

RWM (E.H.P) T now declare this_.._.________. Lodge (commamonae o
Chapter No __.___._.. R.A M.} opened/closed in short form. Bro. J.D.

¢ (R A C.) you will so inform the Tiler (Sentinel).

JD (RAC) (Gives raps, answered, open door) Bro. Tiler (Sentinel)
this Lodge (Chapter) 1s opened/closed R.W.M. (E.H.P.) your order has

i been obeyed.

RWM. (B H.P)*
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Officers’ Stations in Mark Master Degree

OPENING 7

DEGREE OF MARK MASTER

OPENING

(The Right Worshipful Masler takes his station
and calls to order by one knock with gavel. After
the Lodge has been purged, each Companion, when
addressing or addressed by a superior officer, will
give the penal sign or sighs )

R. W. M.—The officers will take their sta-
tions and places.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-
1or Deacon rises and responds: *“Right Wor-
shipful Master”), you will invite the Brethren
in and close the door.

(Junior Deacon does so and reports:)

J. D—Right Worshipful Master, your order
has been obeyed.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.——*_Brother Senior Warden (Sen-
ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
present are Mark Master Masons?

S. W.—I am satisfied in the West.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Warden (Jun-
ior Warden rises and'responds: ‘“Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
present are Mark Master Masons?

J. W.—I1 am satisfied in the South.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.
(If either Warden responds in the negative.)
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R. W. M.—You will take the necessary steps
to satisfy yourself. ' X
Warden—Brothers Senior and Junior Dea-
cons, you will approach the West (or South).
Warden—Brother Senior Deacon, you will
ascertain if all on the north side of the Lodge
are Mark Master Masons. Brother Junior

Deacon, you will ascertain if all on the south

side of the Lodge are Mark Master Masons.

(The Deacons ascertain by personal knowledge or
avogt):hment, return to the West—or South—and re-
port:

S. D.—Brother Senior (or Junior) Warden,
all on the north side of the Lodge are Mark
Master Masons (specifying exceptions, if any).

J. D.—Brother Senior (or Junior) Warden,
all on the south side of the Lodge are Mark
Master Masons (specifying exceptions, if any).

Warden—Thank you; be seated.

Warden—Right Worshipful Master, I am
now satisfied in the West (or South) that all
present are Mark Master Masons (repeating
exceptions specified by the Deacons, if any).

(After the Lodge has been purged, the salutation
by giving the penal signs should never be omitted in
addressing or responding to a superior officer )

R. W, M.—*—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-
ior Deacon rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), witfgcoaaoM?

JJD—TsttLidt.

OPENING 9

R W.M—Ywptd,aitTtIlaatoa
MMIL,adhtta.

(The Junior Deacon opens the door )

J. D —Brother Tiler, the Right Worshipful
MasteriatoaMM Ladtyta.

Tiler—His order shall be obeyed.
(Junior Deacon closes the door, gives #** * on the

door, which 1s answered by the Tiler in the same
manner. Junior Deacon faces the East)

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, y o h b o,
awadt.

R. W. M—Hawt, BJD?

J D—BawBw,awtpioho.

R.W. M—H 4q?

JD—Tkocae,aanbsaadqgahp.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Senior Warden (Sen-
1or Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”),ay a M M M?

S. W—I a;tm.

R.W. M.—Hwybt?

S.W. —By the ¢ a m.

. W. M—Wbtcam?
W—BtatWToaMMM.
. W. M—WmyaMM M?

W.—M o.

L W.M—WwymaMM M?

W—WalcadoMM L?

nomngnd
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R W.M—Hmecsal?

S. W—E o m.

R.W.M—W o0oeo, wa t?

S. W.—The Right Worshipful Master, Senior
and Junior Wardens, Senior and Junior Dea-
cons, Master, Senior and Junior Overseers.

R. W. M.—(Gives ** and all officers rise
except the Right Worshipful Master)—T J
OspitL?

S. W—Atsg.

R. W. M.—Brother Junior Overseer, y d?
O—Tiwpatseg.

. W. M.—The SO’spitL?
O—Atwag.

. W. M.—Brother Senior Overseer, y d?
.O—Tiwpatwg.

. W. M.—The Master Overseer’s p1t L?
O—A1leg.

. W. M.—Brother Master Overseer, y d?

M. O0.—To complete the inspection of work
when presented at the east gate.

R.W.M—The JD’spitL?

M.O—OtrotSWitw.

R. W M.—Brother Junior Deacon, y d?
—TecmftSWitWittI Wit
atLahmd,asttLidt.

W M.—TSDspi1tL?
.D—OtrotRWM1tE.

PRCR-RoR- BoR- Bl
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R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, y 4?
S.D—TcofilRWMitEtLtSWitWw,
aealLahmd;waavb,aracec.
R. W. M.—The Junior Warden’s si t LL?
S.D—-11t8S.
R. W. M.—Broiher Junior Warden, wit S,
d?
. W—Atsiitsamaitbagotd,si
itS,tbtott,ctCetltr,stdth, a
abootR WM.
. W. M.—The Senior Warden’s sit L?
W—ItW:
. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, w1t W,
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. M.—The Right Worshipful Master’s
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. W—ItE.

. W.M—WitE,ahd?
S.W.-Atsiitetoagtd,sitRWM

itEtoagtL stCtl,gtgawioc

tsthb d.

(Right Worshipful Master rises and gives ***. All
the Brethren rise )

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden (Senior
Warden responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-
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ter’),iimotaMM Lbofw. Toywelt
JWitS,ahttBftg.

S. W.—Brother Junior Warden (Junior
Warden responds: “Brother Senior Warden™),
iitootRWMtaMMsLbofw. To
ywecttBftg.

J. W—Brethren (all give P. S.),iito o
tRWMtaMMsLbofw. Otoywt
dnagya LttE,

R. W. M.—T, Brethren, o t s.

(All give signs of a Mark Master Mason )

R. W. M.—##%,

S. W.—#*,

J. W —##%,

R. W. M.—*.

S. W.—#,

J. W—*,

R W.M~—~BSD, ywdtGL.

S. D.—(Does so)—Right Worshiptul Master.

tGLad.

R. W. M.—Brethren, let us pray.

Father of Mercies, wilt Thou, at this hour,
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men,
and grant that all malice and guile, and hypoc-
risies, and envies, and all evil speakings, may
be removed far from us, that we may indeed
taste that the Lord is gracious. Make us to be

PR

WoRK 13

as living stones, tried and accepted of Thee, to
be built up in that spiritual building, that
house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. Amen.

Response by the Brethren~—S m i b.

R. W. M.—I now declare this Mark Mas-
ter’s Lodge, e t G ad ttm o H. A (1-5),
opened in due and ancient form. Brother

Junior Deacon, you will so inform the Tiler.

(The Junior Deacon turns to the door, knocks
##* * which is answered by the Tiler in the same
manner. Junior Deacon opens the door )

J. D.—Brother Tiler, this Mark Masters’
Lodge is opened in due and ancient form.

Tiler—So mote it be.

- <;r§1e Junior Deacon closes the door and faces the
ast.

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, your order
has been obeyed.

(The Right Worshipful Master gives * and the
Brethren take their seats.)

WORK
First Section
R. W. M.—Brethren, this Lodge has been
called and opened for the purpose of advanc-
ing to the honorary degree of Mark Master
Brother A. B., who has been duly and con-
stitutionally elected to receive this degree. If
there be no objection, we will proceed with
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the work. (No objection bemng offered.)
*Brother Secretary (Secretary rises and re-
sponds: “Right Worshipful Master”), has the
fee been paid?

(Secretary answers “yes” or “no,”’ as the case may
be. If “no’:)

R. W. M.—You will perform that duty and
report.

(He does so, and, on returming to his place, re-
ports:*

Secretary—Right Worshipful Master, the fee
has been paid.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.—*—Brothers Senior and Junior
Deacons, you will approach the altar (done).

R. W. M —Brother Deacons, you will retire,
prepare, and introduce the candidate.

(The Senior and Junior Deacons retire as directed,
and prepare the candidate. He is d o0 a m, his
¢ removed, his s rolled up, and he wears an a as a
Fellow Craft Mason The Deacons are similarly pre-
pared The Deacons carry an o s 1n the right hand,
grasping it at the top naturally between the t and f,
and swinging it at the side at full arm’s length, Can-
didate carries a k in the same manner., They enter
the Lodge room, without alarm, Senior Deacon first,
Junior Deacon next, the candidate following, taking
route as per the followmng diagram-*)

——
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(The Senior Deacon may inform the candidate
that he represents a traditional character who as-
sisted at the building of King Solomon’s Temple.
On arriving at the Junior Overseer’s place Senior
Deacon gives *** *)

J. O—W ¢ h?
S. D.—Craftsmen from the q with w £ i.
J. O.—Present y w.

(Senior Deacon swings right hand carrying the
s once from rear to front, throwing it up level with
his breast, arm extended, palm of hand upward;
catches the right hand and s in his left, left hand
underneath, palms of both hands upward, the s
being thus presented for the inspection of the Junior
Overseer, who takes the s and applies s to the angles,
etc, and says:)

J. O—This is g w, t w, s w. Pass to the
Senior Overseer.

(Senior Deacon advances two steps toward Senior
Overseer and halts. The Junior Deacon approaches
the Junior Overseer )

Asva
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J. O.—Present y w.

(The Junior Deacon presents h w in the same
manner as done by the Senlor Deacon Junior Over-
seer examines it and says )

J. O—This is g w, t w, s w. Pass to the
Senior Overseer.

(The Senior and Junior Deacons advance two
steps toward the Senior Overseer and halt The
candidate approaches the Junior Overseer }

J. O.—Present y w.

(The candidate presents h w in the same manner
as done by the Senior and Jumior Deacons The
Junior Overseer examines 1t and says:)

J. O—This is g w, t w, but it is neither o
nor s; neither has it the m (1-9) of any of the
Craft upon it known to me, but owing to its
singular form and beauty I am unwilling to
reject it, and will suffer it to pass 1o the Senior

Overseer for further inspection.

(The three approach the west gate, and the same
ceremonies and conversations ensue with the Senior
Overseer. who directs them to the Master Overseer
for final inspection On arriving at the east gate,
the Senior Deacon gives *#* * )

M O.—Who comes here?
S. D—Craftsman from the q with w for i.
M. O.—Present y w.

(Senior Deacon presents h w in the same manner
as before.)

M. O.—This is g w, t w, s w; has a proper
m (1-9) upon 1t, and entitles you to w (7-8).

(Sentor Deacon moves forward Jumor Deacon
approaches, presents h w, and receives the same
answer from the Master Overseer Junior Deacon
moves on, and candidate approaches Master Over-
seer )

WoRK 17

M. O.—Present y w.

(Candidate presents h w as before. Master Over-
seer examines $ critically, with surprise, and says:)

M. O.—This is g w, t w, but it is neither o
nor s; neither has it the m (1-9) of any of the
Craft upon it known to me. Stand aside!
Overseers, assemble.

(Senior and Junior Overseers come to the east
gate.)

M. O.—Brother Junior Overseer, did you
permit this p of w 10 pass your inspection?

J. O.—I did, with the remark at the time
that it was neither o nor s; but owing to its
singular form and beauty I was unwilling to
reject 1t, and permitted 1t to pass to the Senior
Overseer for further inspection.

S. O.—And I, for simtlar reasons, permitted
1t to pass to you for final inspection.

M. O.—Brethren, you see it is neither o nor
s. S w only is such as we have orders to
receive. Neither has it the m (1-9) of any
of the Craft upon it known to me. Do you
know that m (1-9), or any use for such a s?

S O.—I do not.

J. O.—Neither do 1.

M. O.—Neither do I. What shall we do with
it?

J. O.—Let us heave il over among the rub-
bish.
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M. and S. O.—Agreed

(The Master Overseer heaves s over his 1 s. It
g, cal).lght by the Senior Deacon and laid upon the
oor.

M. O. (to Candidate)-——Your w is rejected
(7-8).

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Warden (Jun-
1or Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), what is the h?

J. W.—The s h of the s day of the w.

R. W. M.—This is the day and the hour
when the Craft should repair to the apartment
of the Senior Warden to r t w. You will give
your orders accordingly.

J. W.—*#**__Brethren, you will form in pro-
cession on the north side of the Lodge, single
file, facing the East, and repair to the apart-

ment of the Senior Warden to r y w.

(The procession 1s formed on the north side of the
Lodge, the Overseers 1n front, followed by Crafts-
men, then the Senior Deacon, and last the candidate
The Junior Deacon 1s stationed by the lattice win-
dow, with d s raised over the window. Procession
moves as 1n diagram on page 42. As they pass, each
thrusts r h into the window, giving t (3-3) Candi-
date’s h 1s s by the Senior Warden.}

S. W.—An impostor! An mmpostor! S o h
rh! (10-7).

(Junior Deacon brings d his s as if 10 obey.)

WORK 19

S. D.—Hold! He 1s no mmpostor!

S. W.—He has attempted to d w (7-8) when
none were due him.

S. D.—I know him to be a Fellow Craft. I
have wrought with him in the quarries.

S. W.—Can you vouch for him as a Fellow
Craft?

S. D.—I can.

S. W.—I will release him upon the condition
that you take him to the Right Worshipful
Master for his decision

S. D —I will receive him upon that condi-
tion.

R. W. M.—*,

(The candidate 1s released by the Senior Warden
and 1s conducted by the Senior Deacon to the Right
Worshipful Master = All the other officers and Breth-
ren resume their appropriate places)

S. D.—Right Worshipful Master, this young
Craftsman has just been detected as an im-
postor at the apartment of the Senior Ward-
en, in attempting to d w (7-8) when none
were his due, but he was released upon condi-
tion that I present him before you for exami-

nation and decision.

(The Master Overseer steps forward from his
place and says )

M. O.—Right Worshipful Master, he has also
been guilty of presenting work that would not
pass inspection.
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R. W. M.—(to candidate)—Are you a Fellow

Craft Mason?
(Senior Deacon prompts candidate )
Candidate—I am; try me.

R. W. M.—Give me the due guard and penal

sign of a Fellow Craft Mason.

(Candidate gives them )
R. W. M.—You appear to be a Fellow Craft

Mason. Can it be possible that it was your
intention to impose upon the Craft? Do you
know the penalty of an impostor? (Senior
Deacon prompts candidate, “I do not.”)

R. W. M.—The penalty of an impostor is to
h hrhso (7-7), and that penally must be
inflicted unless you can give me a satisfactory
reason why it should be remitted. Have you
ever been taught how tor w? (Senior Deacon

prompts candidate, “I have not.”)
R. W. M.—That serves in some measure to

mitigate the offense, and I will remit the pen-
alty upon condition that on the first hour of
the first day of the week, when the Craft re-
turn to the quarries to resume their labors,
you go with them, and there labor until you
shall be able to present such work as will pass
the Overseers’ squares and entitle you to
w.

My Brother, these ceremonies are intro-
duced for the purpose of impressing upon your

WORK 21

mind, in the strongest possible manner, that a
Mason should never, under any circumstances,
attempt to receive that which is not his just
due, nor in any manner attempt to impose
upon anyone, more especially a brother Ma-
son; that should he do so, he is not only guilty
of a great wrong, but also violates his solemn
obligations.

“Be careful, my Brother, that thou recewveth
no w, here or elsewhere, that are not thy jusi
due, for if thou dost, thou wrongest some-
one by taking that which in God’s chancery
belongeth to him, whether that which thou
thus taketh be wealth, or rank, or influence, or
reputation.”

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, you will
conduct the candidate to a seat with the
Brethren,

R. W. M.—Brethren, the sixth day of the
week has drawn to a close. (Pause and lower
or turn out the lights for a moment to denote
close of day. Have appropriate music. Sug-
gest “A Perfect Day.”)

(Lights are turned cn)

R. W. M.—***_The holy Sabbath has be-
gun. Let us attend reverently to the wor-
ship of the God of our fathers.
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(The Chaplain approaches the altar and reads:)

“In six days God created the heaven and the
earth, the sea and all thal in them is, and
rested on the seventh day and hallowed it.”
The seventh day, therefore, our ancient breth-
ren consecrated as a day of rest from their
labors, thereby enjoying frequent opportuni-
ties to contemplate the glorious works of cre-
ation and to adore and worship their great
Creator.

PSALM 1

1 Blessed 1s the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful.

2 But his delight 1s in the law of the Lorp:
and in His law doth he meditate day and
night.

3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the
chaff which the wind driveth away.

5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation
of the righteous.

6 For the Lorp knoweth the way of the
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall
perish.

(Prayer may be offered )

(The following ode must be sung or read Tune,
“Doxology”’ )

WoRkK 23

Another six days’ work is done,
Another seventh is begun;

Return, my soul, enjoy thy rest,
Improve the day thy God hath blessed.
In holy duties let the day

In holy pleasures pass away;

How sweet a Sabbath thus to spend
In hope of one which ne’er shall end.

R. W, M.—*,

(The hights are again temporarily lowered or ex-
tinguished to denote close of day. For appropriate
muste, suggest ‘“Doxology.”)

(Lights are turned on.)

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Warden
(Junior Warden rises and responds: ‘“Right

Worshipful Master”), what is the h?
J. W.—The f h of the f day of the week.
R. W. M.—This 1s the day and the hour
when the Craft should return to the quarries
to resume their labors. You will give your
orders accordingly.

J. W—***_Craftsmen, you will return to

the quarries and resume your labors.

(The Senior Deacon retires with the candidate,
explains to him what to do, and returns to the Lodge
room The candidate enters without alarm with
“good work,” which 1s presented to the Overseers
as before, and passes inspection in due form. The
Senior Deacon takes charge of the candidate, and,
approaching the East, says:)

S. D.—Right Worshipful Master, this is the
young Fellow Craft who was ordered to the
quarries, there to labor until he should be able
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to present such work as would pass the Over-
seers’ squares. He has done so.

R. W. M.—My Brother, I congratulate you
on having presented work which has passed
inspection and entitles you to w; but before
you can be taught how to r them you must
return to the room whence you eame, and be
duly prepared and received in due and ancient

form.

(Senior Deacon conducts candidate to the ante-
room.)

Second Section

(The candidate—or candidates—being d o a m, is
further prepared by havm%hls b exposed, and a ¢
t four times a his body. e wears an apron as a
Fellow Craft Mason, and 1s conducted to the door
of the Lodge by the Junior Deacon, who gives the
alarm by *#* *)

S. D.—Right Worshipful Master, there is an
aatdotpr.

R. W. M.—You will a t a, Brother Senior
Deacon, ar t c.

(Senior Deacon goes to the door of the prepara-
tion room, gives *** * gpens the door, and says.)

S. D.—Who comes here?

J. D.—Brother A. B. (if more than one can-
didate, change wording accordingly), who has
been regularly i, p, and r to the s d of Master
Mason, and n d t r m 1 by being advanced to
the honorary degree of Mark Master.

——
=
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S. D—Brother A.B,iioyofwaat
ymtr?

Candidate—TIt is.

S. D.—Brother Junior Deacon, i hd a t p?

J. D—He is.

S.D—Ihwawaq?

J. D.—He is. ‘

S. D.—Has he presented a satisfactory speci-
men of his w and made suitable p in the p
degrees to entitle him to this?

J. D.—He has.

S.D—Bywprobdh et g admittance?

J.D—B tbotp.

S.D—H ht p?

JJD—Hhin,bIlhifh.

S. D.—Advance and give it.

(Junior Deacon advances and gives the pinaw
to the Senior Deacon—2-8)

S. D.—Brother A. B, you will wait until the
Right Worshipful Master can be informed of
your request and his answer returned,

(Senior Deacon_ closes the door and goes to the
west side of the altar.)

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, w w 1
cota?
S. D—I find without Brother A. B., etc.

(The same dialogue ensues as at the door, until
the following question is asked and answered ;)

R.W. M.—H h t p? ’
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SSD—H hin,bIhifh.

R. W. M.—Since the Brother comes endowed
with the n q, it is my order that he (or they)
eabridaaldl.

(The Senior Deacon returns to the door, opens 1t
without alarm, and says )

S. D.—Brother A. B., it is the order of the

Righ{ Worshipful Mastert yeabridaaf.

(The candidate 1s conducted by the Junior Deacon
through the door, about two or three steps mnside
the Lodge room, and 1s met by the Senior Deacon
who halts him, places the e of a ¢ agamst his n
b, and says:

S. D—Brother A. B, IryitM Ms’'L on
the e of the engraver’s ¢, under the pressure
of the m (strikes h of the ¢ with the m
lhightly), which 1s to teach you that the moral
precepts of this degree should make a deep
and lasting impression upon your future life
and conduct.

(The Senior Deacon with his left hand takes the
candidate by the right arm and conducts him four
times around the Lodge, stopping each time at the
station of the Right Worshipful Master, who recites
the following passages of scripture The stationed
officers, commencing with the Junior Warden, giving
first *, then **, then *** and lastly *** * as the can-
didate passes.)

The stone which the builders refused is be-
come the head stone of the corner.
&
Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The
stone which the builders rejecled, the same is
become the head of the corner?
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EJ 3
And have ye not read this Scripture, The
stone which the builders rejected is become
the head of the corner?
Hedesk
What 1s this, then, that is written, The stone
which the bulders rejected, the same is be-
come the head of the corner?

XTI
(Arriving at the Junior Warden’s station, the Sen-
1or Deacon gives **¥ *
W.—*—Who comes here?
(The same dialogue ensues as at the door)
J. W.—You have my permission to pass.

(Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to the
Lenior Warden’s station wh-re he gives *¥* #)
W.—*—Who comes here?
(The same dialogue ensues as at the door )
S. W.—You have my permission to pass.

(Sentor Deacon conducts the candidate to the
E}ﬁgllt Worshipful Master’s station, where he gives

R. W. M.—Who comes here?

(The same dialogue ensues as at the door with the
additional question-*)

R. W. M—(51ts)—Whence ctBawiht?

SD—FtW,tttE

RW M—WdhaltWatttE?

S.D.—Insoml

R.W.M—M1b h o, it is my order that
you reconduct him to the Senior Warden in
the West, whowillthhtatEitpmtoml

(The Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to the
S W ’s station facing the West and says )
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S. D.—Brother Senior Warden, it is the or-
der of the Right Worshipful Master that you

t Brother AAB.htatEitpmtoml

(Senior Warden takes candidate by arm and faces
him toward the East.)

S. W.—Brother A. B, you wil ayr f, p
thotltthotr,yffara,ybebta,ft
RWMitE. (Done.) Right Worshipful
Master, the Brother is before the altar.

3/; R. W. M.—My Brother, for the fourth time
ysbtaobF, and for the first time w a l
c a d o Mark Master’s Lodge. Before you
can proceed youmustt uy ts oo o oa Mark
Master Mason. I assure you {t i n t that is i
with your ¢ or r d or with those h and n d
wyotG,ye,yn yf,oy. Wta,dysdtp?

Candidate—I do.

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, you will
ptBataidaaf.

S. W. (to candidate)—You will k o b k,
bhrutHB,sac (Done)

S. W.—Right Worshipful Master, t Bi at
aidaaf.

R. W. M.—*#**_Brethren, you will a around
taawtso.

(The Brethren form two P lines. The Senior
Warden is immediately behind the candidate, and
the Right Worshipful Master at the east side of the
altar, facing the candidate)

e A\
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R.W. M.—Brother A.B,ywsILpynif, a
ram,.

I, ,omof
waa itpoAGatRWMML,etGad
ttmoHA,dhahspass,tIwnrtsot
dtaboapd,ntapitw,eibwalcad
oMML,otabotdanuhubdt,se, oli,
Ishfhalettsam,

Ifpas,tIwaaocadsasstarbmf
aMML,ogmbabotd,iwtlome.

Ifpas,tIwrtmoabMMM, woim
aap,awghr,iwmp;in,Iwrhmwtpt,
wiaJhsos,eivttfpoad.

[fpas,tIwnaoctmwIshsatss
hbritLBoM.

pras,thnlosmm,npiast,ui
shbrfifp.

[fpas,tlwne,wodaMMIL,oabot
d,ootvoadw,wiop;jnwIptsthd,i
wmptp.

AtIspass,wtlh,eomr,bmunlap
ttohmresmoamrhsto,sIkvimso
cocaaMMM. ShmGakmsidpots.
(5-9).

R. W. M.—Brother A. B, you willd y h and
in t of your s k the H. B. (Candidate does s0.)
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Brother Senior Warden, you will r t ¢ ¢
The Brother isn btubast. (Does so.)

(The Right Worshipful Master steps back to the
end of the parallel lines and says’)

R. W. M.—You now behold me, the (as)
Right Worshipful Master of this Lodge, ap-
proaching you from the East w t s (takes the
s) and p s (gives both s d in the p of the o)
of a Mark Master Mason. This is the s (points
to 1t), and alludes to the p oy f ws bt a.
These (gives p s as above) are the p s, and
allude to the p of the o. Always on entering
or retiring from a Mark Masters’ Lodge, you
should a t a and s the Right Worshipful
Master w these p s (gives them). Extending
to you my right handinto c £, b 1, a c—(takes
candidate by the right hand then releases it,
saying:) but before you rise, my Brother, 1
call your attention to ohe of the pledges of
your obligation. You have just sworn at this
sacred altar that youwrtmoab M M M
woyaap,awghriwyp,i1ntywr
hmwtpt,wiaJhsos,eivittfpoad.
Inrytlm ’
d,fwloymmaap (4-8).

(The RW M offers his m (7-2) which should be
made on a card or plece of paper, to the candidate,
who may hesitate to t t m (7-4), m which case the
R W M says)

[
P Ao

R
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R. W. M.—You have sworntrab’sm. Ye
rttmm (7-9.)

(Candidate takes the m—1-9)

R. W. M.—W1ill you grant my request?

(Candidate does not, of course, and perhaps says
he cannot The Right Worshipful Mastgr sayg ) Y

R. W. M.—Will you r my m (1-9) so that
I can apply to some other Brother?

(Candidate probably offers the M—1-9, which the
Right Worshipful Master does not recelve, and says‘)

R. W. M.—You have sworn that y w r a b’s
mwiptwiaJhsos,eivttfpoad
(1-10). Youmustr m m w i p (7-3).

S. D.—Right Worshipful Master, the Brother
cannot comply with that part of his obligation
which binds himtorabsmwtpt Hie
a (9-3).

R. W. M.—Is 1l possible, my Brother, that
you, after having assumed such obligations,
and even before leaving the altar, are so un-
fortunate as to be compelled to viclate them?
Examine yourself carefully and see if you
cannot find about your person, somewhere
concealed, ssasatpomm (3-9).

(The candidate searches and fails)

(le.OZ}V. M.—Do you find yourself entirely d?

Candidate—I do.
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R. W. M .—Brethren, you see hefore you &
Mark Master Mason who is so entirely d
(2-10) that he is unable to comply with that
part of his obligation which requires him to
rabsmWw ip (8-8). Who will assist him?

(Brethren all respond, «1 will,” and reach forward
toward the candidate with m—5-8. candidate ac-
cepts from one of them

R. W. M.—This enables you, my Brother,
tormmwiPp 1-7. (Takes it.) This de-
mand is made of you at this time, when on
your pended knees at the allar, to Impress
upon your mmd in the most solemn manher
that you should never hastily reject the ap-
plication of a worthy Brother, especially
when accompanied by so sacred a pledge as
his m (1-9), but grant his request if within
your power; if not, rhmWw tpt (4-6), which
will enable him to procure the necessities of
life.

(The Right worshipful Master agamn takes the
candidate by the right hand)

R. W. M.—I now I you from a r atab
and will proceed, with the assistance of the
Senior Deacon, tiywtgaw (7-1) of a Mark
Master Mason. Tmalty (5-6).

(Takes the candidate by the p g——2—6——of a Mark
Master Mason )

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, W it?

|
!

el A1 L
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S. D.—The
o p g (2-6) of a Mark Master Ma-
R.W.M—Hian?
S. D—I h.
lg.W.M.—Wygitm?
R.%—Idnsri,nw]sii.
S. . M.~HwyiitImaaakoi?
.D—Iwsiwy. o
R . W.M.—S ah.

(Senior Deacon gives s s

(Right Worshipf )
(Senior Deacon g}lvl\gsasftesr)gw‘gs £ s)

RI i ;
S
. W. M— i ‘

Mactor MasonT}?l: is the p g (2-6) of a Mark
T e tl;l e name of which is J (2-8)
ofthemfthb oelil g';)‘ 51(:3?-10)’ o mUCh.
hein -6) was land
ﬂoatg_ bli\%:gsgt .from Mgunt Lebanon b;déea:t:;
foats. thatmc .tradltlon informs us that the
e t}f)omt was so steep that it was
e e Wh.e workmen to ascend without
RS y ich was afforded them by m

s g (2-2) given by others stati:zl:c?

there for that

. purpose. Broth .

con, will you er Senior Dea-
S D b o o f?
R W M—Fwtw?

S. D—From th
ep g (2-6) of
M of a M
ason to the t g (8-9) of the sa eark Master
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R WM—Papy.

(Right Worshipful Master takes candidate by the
t g—8-9)

R W.M—Wit?

S. D.—The t g (8-9) of a Mark Master Ma-~
son,

. W.M—Hian?

.D—I h.

W . M—Wygitm?
D—IdnsrinwlIsii
CW.M~—HwyiitImaaakoi?
D—Iwillsiwy.

. W.M.~—~S ab.

(Senior Deacon gives s s.)

(Right Worshipful Master gives f s.)

(Senior Deacon gives f s)

(Right Worshipful Master gives s s.)

(Senior Deacon gives the e w)

R. W. M.—This is the t g (8-9) of a Mark
Master Mason, the name of which 1s M. W
(6-9). It alludes to a certain text of Scrip-
ture: “And the Lord said unto me, Son of
Man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes,
and hear with thine ears all that I say unto
thee concernmg all the ordinances of the
house of the Lord, and all the laws thereof;
and mark well the enlering in of the house,
with every gomg forth of the sanctuary.”
(The Right Worshipful Master explains that

HNEwnD®n
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the t g forms the mitials of the t w.) Brother
Senior Deacon, will you be o o f?

S. D—O.

(The Right Worshipful Master returns to his sta-
tion, seats the Brethren with *, and directs the Sen-
1or Deacon to conduct the candidate 1o the East
%%nior ;Narden remains out of his station until the

arge

R. W. M.—The Working Tools of a Mark
Master Mason are the Chisel and Mallet.

The Chisel morally demonstrates the advan-
tages of discipline and education. The mind,
like the diamond in its original state, is rude
and unpolished, but as the effect of the chisel
on the external coat soon presents to view the
latent beauties of the diamond, so education
discovers the latent virtues of the mind and
draws them forth to range the large field of
matter and space, to display the summit of
human knowledge, our duty to God and to
man,

The Mallet morally teaches us to correct

. irregularities and to reduce man to a proper

level, so that, by quiet deportment he may in
the school of discipline learn to be content.
What the mallet is to the workman, enlight-
ed reason is to the passions. It curbs am-
bition, depresses envy, moderates anger, and
encourages good dispositions whence arises
among good Masons that comely order
“Which nothing earthly gives or can destroy,
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heartfelt
joy.”

(Some confusion arises in the Lodge room SD

conduets candidate about six feet to the south.)
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R. W. M.—*—Brother Senior Warden, why
this idleness among the Craft?

S. W.—Right Worshipful Master, the Tem-
ple 1s nearly completed, but the Craft are at a
slandstill for the want of a k (8-3) belonging
to one of the principal a (6-3), which no one
has received orders to make.

R, W. M.—That piece of work was assighed
to G. M. H A. (1-8), and from his well-known
punctuality I feel certain that it was com-
pleted according to its original design prior to
his death.* Brother Overseers, you will ap-

proach the East.

(The Overseers approach the East The Right
Worshipful Master hands them a design of the k
(8-3), with 1ts m (1-9), and says.)

R. W. M.—Has a piece of work bearing that

m (1-9) been presented to you for inspection?
(Overseers consult, examining the design)

M. O.—Right Worshipful Master, on reflec-
tion, we find that there has; but, it being nei-
ther oblong nor square, square work only be-
ing such as we had orders to receive, and not
having the m (1-9) of any of the Craft upon
1t known to us, we were unanimous In con-
cluding it unfit for use and heaved it over
among the rubbish.

R. W. M.—That 1s truly unfortunate, for no
less depends upon that stone than the comple-
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tion of the Temple. You will, therefore, make
strict search in and about the apartments of
the Temple and among the rubbish, to see if

1t can be found.

(Overseers make search, find the stone, and re-’
turn with 1t to thé East)

M. O.—Right Worshipful Master, strict
search has been made, and the stone is found.

R. W. M.—Present it. (Done.) This is the
stone * which was set at naught by you buld-
ers * which is become * the head of the cor-
ner. * Brother Senior Deacon, you will con-
duct the Brother to the East. (Done.) My
Brother, this is an imitation of the k (8-3)
upon which this degree is founded. Its color
1s white, and alludes to a certain passage of
Scripture: “To him that overcometh will I
give to eat of the hidden manna, and I will
give him a white stone, and in the stone a new
name written which no man knoweth, saving
him that receiveth it.” The new name which
I now present to you as a Mark Master Mason
is composed of certain words, of which the
letters H. T. W. S. S. T. K. S. on this stone
are the initials. (Gives word in full—5-10.)
Within this circle of letters each craftsman is
taught to place his private m (1-9), to which
his obligation alludes. This was once the pri-
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vate m (1-9) of G.'M H. A. (1-8), and is now
the general m (1-9) of the Craft.

(The Right Worshl]%ful Master here explains the
different signs, and the t; calls attention to his
obligation to record his m, etc., and delivers the
following, which may be omitted if desired:)

LECTURE

My Brother, a brief explanation of the cere-
monies of this degree will prove equally inter-
esting and instructive.

At the building of King Solomon’s Temple
there were employed 80,000 Fellow Crafts, one
of whom you have this evening represented,
whose custom it was, at the close of the sixth
day of each week, to repair to the Temple
with work for inspection. The inspectors,
who were selected from among the most skill-
ful craftsmen, were called Overseers, and sta-
tioned at the south, west, and east gates to
receive all work brought up for the building
of the Temple.

To provide against faulty work, wrowzht by
unskilled craftsmen, being received, King
Solomon had ordained that every craftsman
should select for himself a m (1-9), a copy
of which should be placed upon each piece of
work by him wrought so that it might be
known and distinguished when presented for
inspection.

The w (7-8) of a workman were a p (2-4) a
day, paid by the Senior Warden, who, under
orders from XKing Solomon, required every
craftsman entitled to w (7-8) to thrust his
right hand through a latticed window, into his

o
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private apartment, bearing in the palm of his
hand a copy of his m (1-9), and at the same
time giving this t (3-3) The Senior Warden,
seeing the m a t (8-7), knew that w (7-8)
were due him and paid him accordingly.
Without the m a t (8-7) he would be detected
as an impostor, and would suffer the penalty
—h hrhso (10-9).

The ceremonies of this degree were founded
on the k (8-3), wrought by G. M. H. A, (1-8),
and used in the principal a (6-3) of King
Solomon’s Temple, Our traditions inform us
that on a certain sixth day a young craftsman,
repairing to the Temple with work for inspec-
tion, found this curiously-wrought k (8-3) in
the quarries, and, observing its peculiar form
and beauty, substituted it for his own work.
He then presented it at the south gate for in-
spection. The Junior Overseer hesitated to
receive it, but because of its peculiar form and
beauty permitted it to pass to the Senior Over-~
seer, who, for similar reasons, passed it to the
Master Overseer. The Master Overseer being
unacquainted with the principles of the a
(6-3), and observing that it was neither ob-
long nor square, square work only being such
as he was ordered to receive, and that it had
none of the regular m (1-9) of the craft upon
it, called a council of the Overseers, and they,
knowing of no use to which it could be con-
verted in the building of the Temple, heaved
it over among the rubbish.

The young craftsman then attempted to re-
ceive w (7-8), but for want of this t—8-10—
(gives it)—3-3—was detected as an impostor,
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and had 1t not been for the timely interposi-
tion of a Brother, would have suffered the
penalty of (gives it) h. h. r. h. s. o.

When the Temple was nearing completion,
the Senior Warden reported to King Solomon
that the craft were unable to proceed with the
work because of the want of a k (8-3) belong-
ing to the principal a (6-3) of the Temple.
King Solomon replied that that piece of work
had been assigned to G. M. H. A. (1-8), who,
from his well-known punctuality, had no
doubt promptly executed 1t. Search was or-
dered, the k (8-3) found, and in due time
placed in its proper position in the a (6-3).

This degree was founded by Solomon, King
of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre; and H. A., and
was mtended not only to render il impossible
for any Brother Mark Master Mason to suffer
for the necessities of life when the p o h m
(8-6) would obtain them, but also as a reward
for industry, fidelity, and skill, and to incul-
cate integrity and charity.

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, you will
place the Brother before the altar.

(Junior Warden resumes station.)

CHARGE

My Brother, T congratulate you on having
been thought worthy of being advanced to
this honorable degree of Freemasonry. Per-
mit me to impress it on your mind that your
assiduity should ever be commensurate with
your duties, which become more and more ex-
tensive as you advance in Masonry.

In the honorable character of Mark Master
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Mason 1t 1s more particularly your duty to let
your conduct in the Lodge and among your
Brethren be such as may stand the test of the
Overseers’ squares; that you may not, like the
unfinished and imperfect work of the negli-
gent and unfaithful of former times, be re-
jected and thrown aside as unfil for that spir-
1tual building, that house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.

While such is your conduct, should misfor-
tune assail you, should friends forsake you,
should envy traduce your good name and mal-
1ce persecute you, yet you may have confi-
dence that among Mark Master Masons you
will find friends who will administer relief to
your distresses and comfort to your afflictions,
ever bearing 1 mind, as a consolation under
all the frowns of fortune, and as an encour-
agement to the hope for better prospects, that
the stone which the builders rejected—pos-
sessing merits to them unknown—became the
chief stone of the Temple.

Brother Senior Deacon, you will conduct

our Brother to a seat. (Done.)

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Warden, what
is the hour?

J. W —The sixth hour of the sixth day of
the week.

R. W. M.—This is the day and the hour
when the Craft should repair to the apartment
of the Senior Warden to r their w. You will
give your orders accordingly.



42 MARK MASTER

J. W.—*##*__Brethren, you will form in pro-
cession on the north side of the Lodge, single
file, facing the East, and repair to the apart-
ment of the Senior Warden to r your w (7-8).

(The procession 1s formed on the north side of the
Lodge, facing the East, the Overseers 1 front, then
the candidate, and then the Brethren. Procession
moves around the Lodge, according to diagram, the
Brethren singing )

Procession formed.
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Tune: “My Country, 'Tis of Thee.”
Mark Masters all appear
Before the Chief O’erseer,

In concert move;
Let him your work inspect
For the Chief Architect,
If there be no defect,

He will approve.
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Hiram, the widow’s son,
Sent unto Solomon
Our great keystone;
On 1t appears the name
That raises high the fame
Of all to whom the same
Is truly known.

You who have passed the square,
For your reward prepare,

Join heart and hand,
Each with his mark in view,
March with the just and true;
Wages to you are due

At your command.

Now to the westward move,
Where, full of strength and love,
Hiram doth stand;
But if impostors are
Mixed with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware
Of the right hand.
(On arriving at the apartment of the Senior Ward-
en, each thrusts his right hand through the lattice
window and recewves a p (2-4) All having received

w (7-8), dissatisfaction 1s expressed when the candi-
date is found to have received a p—(2-4).

R. W. M.—*— Brother Senior Warden, what
1s the cause of this confusion?

S. W.—The Craft are not satisfied with their
w (7-8).

R. W. M.—Have younotpemata? (6-5).

S. W.—I have.
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R. W. M —Then, Brethren, why are you dis-
satisfied?

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, we, who
have borne the burden and heat of the day,
complamn that those who came in at the elev-
enth hour have been made equal unto us.

R. W. M.—Will you hear the traditional
law?

J. D.—We will.

R. W. M.—Not only hear it, but abide by it?

J. D.—We will, but we know of no such law.

(Right Worshipful Master from his station recites,
?rlé”e)ads from the ritual, the following. Matthew 20

“For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
man that is an householder, which went out
early in the morning to hire laborers into his
vineyard. And when he had agreed with the
laborers for a penny a day, he sent them into
his vineyard And he went out about the
third hour and saw others standing idle in the
market-place and said unto them, Go ye also
into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right T
will give you. And they went their way.
Agam he went out about the sixth and ninth
hour and did likewise. And about the elev-
enth hour he went out and found others stand-
ing idle and saith unto them: Why stand ye
here all the day 1dle? They say unto him: Be-
cause no man hath hired us. He saith unto
them* Go ye also into the vineyard, and what-
soever 1s right that shall ye receive. So when
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even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith
unto his steward: Call the laborers and give
them their hire, beginning from the last unto
the first. And when they came that were
hired about the eleventh hour, they received
every man a penny. But when the first came,
they supposed that they should have received
more, and they likewise received every man a
penny, and when they had received it, they
murmured against the good man of the house,
saying: These last have wrought but one hour
and thou hast made them equal unto us who
have borne the burden and the heat of the
day. But he answered one of them and said:
Friend, I do thee no wrong. Didst thou not
agree with me for a penny? Take that thine
is and go thy way. I will give unto this last
even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to
do as I will with my own? Is thine eye evil
because I am good? So the last shall be first
and the first last, for many are called, but few
are chosen”
R. W. M.—What say you now. Are you sat-
isfied?
All the Brethren—We are.
(The Brethren, standing, sing the last verse.)
Tune: “My Country, 'Tis of Thee.”
Now to the praise of those
Who triumphed o’er the foes
Of Masons’ art.
To the praiseworthy three
Who founded this degree,
May all thewr virtues be

Deep 1 our hearts.
(The Right Worshipful Master gives *, seating
the Lodge%
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CLOSING
(The Lodge 1s closed with the same ceremonies,
and the same lecture, or as much thereof as the
Right Worshipful Master may wish to use, as in the
opening, the preliminary and closing orders being
changed to apply to the closing., The Great Laghts
must not be closed until after the prayer )

PAST MASTER

(The officers and their stations in a Past

Master’s Lodge are the same as in the Blue

Lodge. Only the presiding officer should be
0 covered.)
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DEGREE OF PAST MASTER

OPENING

(The Right Worshipful Master takes his station
and calls to order by one knock with gavel )

R. W. M.—The officers will take their sta-
tions and places.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-
ior Deacon rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), you will invite the Brethren
in and close the door.

(Junior Deacon does so and reports )

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, your order
has been obeyed.

R W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Senior Warden (Sen-
ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), age you satisfied that all
present are Past Masters?

S. W.—I am satisfied in the West

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Warden (Jun-
1or Warden rises and responds. “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
present are Past Masters?

J. W.—I am satisfied in the South

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated

(If not satisfied, the same ceremony of purging 1s
performed as 1n the degree of Mark Master Those
who have not received the degree of Past Master 1n

*
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Chapter Past Masters’ Lodges are not to be vouched
for or allowed to remain. When both Wardens shall
have reported and when satisfied that all present are
Chap;er Past Masters, the Right Worshipful Master
says:*

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-
ior Deacon rises, salutes and responds: ‘“Right
Worshipful Master”), witf gecoaaoM?

(After thé Lodge has been purged, the salutation
by giving the penal sign should never be omitted
when addressing or responding to a superior officer.)

JD—TsttLidt.
R W M—YwptdaitTtIaatoa

Past Masters’ Lodge, ad ht t a.
(The Junior Deacon opens the door

)
J. D.—Brother Tiler, the Right Worshipful
Master i a t o a Past Masters’ Lodgeadty ta.

Tiler—His order shall be obeyed.

(The Junior Dcacon closes the door, gives *** **
on the door, which 1s answered by the Tiler in the
same manner Junior Deacon faces the East)

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, y o h b o,
awadt

R. W. M.—H a w t, Brother Junior Deacon?

J D—BawBw,awtpioho.

R.W. M—H 4?

J D—Tkocaeaanbsaadgahp.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated

R. W. M.—*—Brother Senior Warden (Sen-
ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you a Past Master?
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W.—I have the honor so to be. Try me.
W. M.—How will you be tried?
W.—By the g.

W. M.—Why by the g?

W.—Because it is the Working Tool of a
Past Master.

R. W. M.—What made you a Past Master?

S. W—My obligation.

R. W, M.—How gained you that important
distinction?

S. W.—By having been duly elected to pre-
side over a legally constituted Past Masters’
Lodge.

R. W. M.—How may I know you to be a
Past Master?

S. W —From a g (1-1) to a s (10-3), from
as (10-3) toag (1-1).

R W M—WwymaP M?

S W—WalcadoP Ms L.

R W M~—Hmesal?

S. W.—Three or more

R W M—Woto, wat?

S. W —The Right Worshipful Master, Senior
and Junior Wardens.

R. W. M.—(Gives ** and all officers rise ex-
cept the Right Worshipful Master) —The Jun-
l1or Warden’s s i t L?

S W—ItS.

S.
R.
S.
R.
S.
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R. W. M.—Brother Junior Warden, wit S,
ay d?

J W—Atsiitsamaitbagotd,
sitIJWitS,tbtott,ctCfltr,stdt
hactoabootR W M.

R. W. M.—The Senior Warden’s si t L.?

J W—ItW.

R. W. M —Brother Senior Warden, wit W,
ayd?

S W—Atsiitwatcod,sitSWit
W, tatRWMioactL, ptCtw,ia
bdt,astngad,hbtcsasoawgi,
metoo.

R. W. M.—The Right Worshipful Master’s
sitL? ’

S.W—ItE.

RW M—WitE, ahd?

S W—Atsiitetoagtd,sitRW
MitEtoagtL stCtl,gtgawi,o

ctstbd.
(Right Worshipful Master rises and gives ***.)

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden (Senior
Warden responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-

tex”),iimotaPMLbofw. Toywe
ttIJWitS.ahttBftg.
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S. W.—Brother Junior Warden (Junior
Warden responds: ‘‘Brother Senior Warden”),
1titootRWMtaPMsSLbofw. To
ywettBftg

J. W.—Brethren (all give P, S.),iitoot
RWMtaPMsLbofw. Otoywtdn
agya LttE.

R W.M—T,B,ots.

(All give signs of Mark and Past Masters)

R. W. M.—*#%,

S, W—#*#,
J. W, s
R. W. M.—%**,
S, W.—*%,

Je W —#*

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, y w d ¢
GL

S. D.—(Does so)—Right Worshipful Master,
tGLad.

R. W. M.—Brethren, let us pray.

Architect of the Universe, the Giver of all
good gifts and graces; Thou hast promised
that, where two or three are gathered togeth-
er in Thy name, Thou wilt be 1n the midst of
them and bless them. In Thy name we as-
semble, most humbly beseeching Thee to bless
us in all our undertakings, that we may know
and serve Thee aright, and that all our actions
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may tend to Thy glory, and to our advance-
ment in knowledge and virtue. And we be-
seech Thee, O Lord God, to bless our present
assembling and to illuminate our minds, that
we may walk 1n the light of Thy countenance,
and, when the trials of our probationary state
are over, may we be admitted into the Temple
not made with hands, eternal 1n the heavens.
Amen,

All the Brethren—So mote 1t be,

R. W. M.—I now declare this Past Masters’
Lodge, e t G and d to the m of the H S J,
opened in due and ancient form. Brother

Junior Deacon, you will so inform the Tiler.

(Junior Deacon turns to the door, gives *** ®x
which 1s answered by the Tiler 1n the same manner
Junior Deacon opens the door )

J. D —Brother Tiler, this Past Masters’
Lodge is opened in due and ancient form.
Tiler—So mote 1t be.

(Junmior Deacon closes the door and faces the
East )

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, your order
has been obeyed.

(The Right Worshipful Master gives *, and the
Brethren take their séats)

WORK

R. W. M.—Brethren, this Lodge has been
called and opened for the purpose of inducting
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into the Oriental Chair Brother A. B., who has
been duly and constitutionally elected to re-
ceive that distinguished honor. If there be no
objection, we will proceed with the work.

(No object:on boing offered)

R. W. M.—*—Brother Secretary (Secretary
rises and responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-
ter”’), has the fee been paid?

(Secretary answers '‘yes” or “no,’ as the case may

If “no’’:)

R. W. M.—You will perform that duty and
report.

(Secretary retires, collects fee, and returns to his
place )

Secretary—Right Worshipful Master, the fee
has been paid.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Senior Deacon, you

will present the candidate.

(The candidate 1s clothed as a Master Mason,
without h or ¢ t Enters without alarm, and is con-
ducted by the Senior Deacon to the west of the
altar When this degree 1s about to be conferred by
an Emergent Lodge of Past Masters as a part of the
installation ceremony of a Worshipful Master of a
Lodge, the words, “Advanced to the degree of Mark
Mason,” should be omitted in the following:)

S. D—Right Worshipful Master, I have the
pleasure of presenting to you Brother A. B,
who has been regularly initiated, passed, and
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason,

advanced to the honorary degree of Mark

be
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Master, and now desires to be inducted into
the Oriental chair of King Solomon.

R. W. M.—My Brother, permit me to con-
gratulate you upon being elected to this hon-
orable position. Before you can proceed you
mustt uytsooooaPast Master. I assure
you t i n t that is i with your ¢ or r d, or
with those handndwyotG,yec,yn,yf,
oy. Wta,dysdtp?

Candidate—1I do.

R.W. M—You wil k on bk, b hrut
HB, S, aC. (Done)

R. W. M.—*#*__Brethren, you will a around
taawtso.

(Brethren form parallel lines )

R. W. M.—Brother A.B,ywsI,pynifa
r am,

I, ,omofw
aaitpoAGatwPML,etGadttmo
tHSJ,dhahspass,tIwnrtsotdta
boapd,ntapitw,eibwalcadoPM
Liotabotdanuhubdtseoli,Ishf
halettsam.

Ifpas,tIwnooctoaoLoFaAM,
owlmbectp,wgalopoal,octstbd.

Ifpas,tIwnrtoaoLoFaAMow
Imbctp,iaaoum,bwgtsattacu

alotC,
oy
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AtIspass,wtlheomr,bmunla
pttohmtsfttr,twtiotpotpd,
sIlkvimsoooaaPM. ShmGakms
idpots. (7-6.)

R. W. M.—Brother A. B., you will d y h, and
mtofys,kthe HB, (Done.)

(Right Worshipful Master steps back a couple of
paces and says )

R. W. M.——You now behold me, the (as)
Right Worshipful Master of this Lodge, ap-
proaching you from the East w t s (takes the
s) and p s (gives p s described in the p of the
o) of a Past Master.

These ss are given wtr h. C
ott,ev,;atcotl;tdidab
Wtrhsediiaslftlstt
t b (4-1). They allude to the p
Always on entering or retiring from
Masters’ Lodge, you should a t a and s the
R W M with t p s. Extending to you my right
hand,intofcf,blac,aryfaratap,
Iwp,wtaotSD,tiywtg (1-1) and w
(9-2) o0 a Past Master. Tmalty.

(Right Worshipful Master takes candidate by t g
of a Mark Master )

RWM—HIly,hIfy. Wyboof?

S. D—F.

RW M—Fwtw?

S.D—F tt g of a Mark Master tt g of a
Past Master.

R W.M—Papy.

(As the grip passes Senior Deacon says )
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From a g (1-1) to a s (10-3), from a s (10-3)
toag (1-1).

R. W. M.—A twofold cord is strong, but a
threefold cord is not easily broken. Brother
Senior Deacon, w i t?

. D.—The g (1-1) of a Past Master.
. W.M.—H1an?

. D.—1 h.

. W. M—Wygitm?
D—IdnsrinwlIsii.

. W.M—Hwyi1itImaaakoi?
D—Iwsiwy.

W.M.—S a b.

(Senior Deacon gives s s.)

(Right Worshipful Master gives £ s.)
(Senior Deacon gives £ s.)

(Right Worshipful Master gives s s.)
(Sentor Deacon gives the e w.)

R. W. M.—This is the g (1-1) of a Past Mas~
ter, and the w is (2-7), meaning (4~2). Brother
Senior Deacon, wy b o o £?

S. D—O.

(The Right Worshipful Master returns to his sta-
tion, seats the Brethren with *, and directs the Sen-
tor Deacon to conduct the candidate to the East)

R. W. M.—I now invest you with this jewel,
as the badge of your office (places jewel on
candidate), and with pleasure conduct you to
the Oriental Chair. (Candidate is placed in
front of the chair, ready to be seated.) Ma-
sonic tradition informs us that when King
Solomon became infirm he was assisted in
taking his seat and rising therefrom in this

HNEINENEN
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manner by two Giblemites, who attended him
for that purpose.

(The Semor Deacon assists by taking candidate’s
left arm )

(The candidate 1s seated in the Oriental Chair one
time only.)

R. W. M.—As King Solomon wore a crown
as an emblem of royal dignity, so as a mark
of distinction and agreeably to an ancient cus-
tom, you, as Master, are to be covered when
presiding. (Puts candidate’s hat on his head.)

The Working Tool of a Past Master is the
G, an emblem of authority. One k (*) with
it calls the Lodge to order, and should al-
ways be promptly obeyed. When given, call-
ing the name of an officer, it causes him to
rise, thus: (*) Brother Junior Deacon (Junior
Deacon (rises), when up, one k seats him (*).
(Junior Deacon is seated.) Two k (**) cause
all the officers to rise (all the officers rise).
When up, one k (*) seats them (officers are
seated). Three k (***) cause all the officers
and Brethren to rise (all the officers and
Brethren rise). When up, one k (*) seats
them. (All are seated.)

The duties of the chair are many and var-
ious, and to the Master are confided for his
guidance and direction all the implements of
Masonry and the furniture of the Lodge, es-
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pecially that Great Light of Masonry, which
will guide you to all truth, direct your paths
to the temple of happiness, and pomnt out to
you the whole duty of man.

My Brother, you have been inducted into
the Oriental Chair in due and ancient form.
You have been entrusted with the emblem of
authority, and instructed in some of the
essential duties of the office. Long expe-
rience and careful study of the laws, customs,
and usages of Freemasonry; a patient and
cheerful regard for the rights of every Broth-
er, and a firm and alert watchfulness to pre-
serve the dignity and decorum of the broth-
erhood over which you preside are necessary
to enable you to discharge properly the duties
of your high office. At this time no practical
test of your proficiency will be required. You
will therefore surrender your jewel and gavel,
and take your place in front of the East,

(The candidate 1s seated 1 front of the East, and
the Right Worshipful Master delivers to him the fol-
lowing, which may be omitted 1f desired )

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

This degree was originally, and still is, in
connection with Symbolic Masonry-—an hon-
orary degree conferred upon the Master of a
TLodge. When a Brother, who has never be-
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fore presided, has been elected Master of a
Lodge, an Emergent Lodge of Past Masters,
consisting of not less than three, is convened,
and the degree is conferred upon the newly-
elected officer, and this conferring of the de-
gree constitutes a part of the installation cere-
mony. How long this custom has prevailed
we are unable to determine, but it is probable
that, ever since the organization of the insti-
tution, some peculiar mark of distinction has
been always bestowed upon those who were
selected to rule over the Craft.

It 1s evident, then, that this degree was,
originally, simply a degree of office, and con-
ferred only on the elected Master of a Lodge.
As these rulers of Masonry were supposed to
be selected for their superior skill and intelli-
gence, they alone were permitted to receive
that consummation of Masonic Light which is
contained in the Royal Arch Degree.

The degree is also conferred in Royal Arch
Chapters, where it succeeds the degree of
Mark Master. The conferring of this degree,
which has no historical connection with the
rest of the degrees in the Chapter, arises {from
the following circumstances: Originally, when
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons were under
the government of Lodges, in which the de-
gree was then always conferred, it was a part
of the regulations that no one should receive
the Royal Arch Degree unless he had pre-
viously presided in the Lodge as Master.
When the Chapters became independent, the
regulation could not be abolished, for that
would have been an innovation. The difficul-
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ty has, therefore, been obviated by making
every candidate for the degree of Royal Arch
a virtual Past Master before exaltation.

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, you will
place the Broilher before the altar, ’

(The Right Worshipful Master delivers the fol-
lowing.)

CHARGE

R. W. M.—My Brother, the degree of Past
Master sheds no light upon itself. It was for-
merly conferred only on Masters of Lodges, to
mstruct them in ihe duties they owed to the
Lodges over which they were called to pre-
side, and likewise the duties of the Brethren
to the Chair; but we, as Royal Arch Masons,
confer this degree not only as a preliminary
step, but also for the more important purpose
of guarding against a breach of our Masonic
obligations. We are all {oo apt to come for-
ward and kneel at our sacred altar and take
upon ourselves the most solemn obligations to
perform certain duties, and then behave as if
we had not done so. This, my Brother, is not
as it should be.

It becomes your duty as a Past Master, by
amiable, discreet. and virtuous conduct, to
convince mankind of the goodness of the in-
stitution, so that, when a person is said to be
a member of it, the world may know that he
is one to whom the burdened heart may pour
out its sorrows; to whom distress may prefer
its suit; whose hand is guided by justice, and
whose heart is expanded by benevolence.
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If you have any doubt of the extent of your
obligations, a daily recourse to the Scriptures
of Divine Truth will set you right. It will
make your duties plain, and the discharge of
them a pleasure rather than a burden, Make,
then, the Holy Bible, that Great Light of Ma-
sonry, the aim of your counsels and the medi-
tation of your heart.

It will never mislead nor deceive you, but
a strict observance of its holy precepts will fit
and prepare you for usefulness in this life,
and for a glorious inheritance in that which is
to come.

(tT)he Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to a
sea

CLOSING

{The samme lecture should be used 1n closing that
1s given for the opening with such changes 1n the
orders as are necessary for the purpose The lecture
may be abbreviated by the Right Worshipful Master

1if he thinks best The Great Lights must not be
closed until afier the prayer)

MOST EXCELLENT
MASTER
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OPENING 65

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER

Treasurer RWM. Secretar
v v

OPENING
(The Right Worshipful Master takes his station
and calls to order by one knock with gavel.)

R, W. M.—The officers will take their sta-
tions and places.

R. W. M—*—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-
ior Deacon rises and responds: ‘“Right Wor-~
shipful Master”), you will invite the Brethren

in and close the door.
(Junior Deacon does so and reports")

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, your order.
has been obeyed.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W, M.-—+*—Brother Senior Warden (Sen-
ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
present are Most Excellent Masters?

S. W.—I am satisfied in the West.

A A , (If not satisfied, the same ceremony of purging

Is performed as in the degrees of Mark Master
SW|JD and Past Master. After the Lodge has been purged,

S.D. Chaplain
v 7

ALTAR [VACANT

the salutation by giving the penal sign should never
I be omitted when addressing or responding to a su-

REPARATION ROOM / TILER'S ROOM ' perior officer.)
RREPA / ) R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-

ior Deacon rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), witfgcoaaoM?
JJD—TsttLidt

e

e

Officers’ Stations in Most Excellent Masters’
Degree

.

Py ol
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RWM—YwptdaitTtlaatoaM
EMs L,adhtta.

(The Junior Deacon opens the door )

J. D.—Brother Tiler, the Righi Worshipful
Master tatoa MEMs Ladtyta.

Tiler—His order shall be obeyed.

(The Junior Deacon closes the door, gilves *** #k«
on the door, which 1s answered by the Tiler in the
same manner Jumor Deacon faces the East)

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, y o h b o,
awadt

RW M—Hawt BJD?

JJD—BawBw,awtpioho.

R. W. M.—H 4?7

J. . D—Tkocaeaanbsaadqgahp.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Sentor Warden (Sen-
ior Warden rises and responds’ “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), a ya M E M?

S. W—Ia;tm.

R WM—-Hwybt?

S. W.—By the k (8-3).

R. W M.—Why by the k (8-3)?

S. W.—Because it completed King Solomon’s
Temple, and on the ceremony of the comple-
tion and dedication of the Temple, this degree
was founded.

RW M—WmyaMEM?

S. W—M o.

i
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RW. M—WwymaME M?

S.W—WalcadoME Ms L.

R W.M—HmecsalL?

S. W.—Two or more.

R W M—Woto, wat?

S. W.—The Right Worshipful Master and
Senior Warden.

R. W. M.—Why is there no Junior Warden?

S. W.—Because just before the completion
of the Temple G. M. H. A. (1-8) was a (10-6),
and at the dedication of the Temple no one
had been selected to fill his place, so his seat
was vacant.

R. W. M—(Gives ** and all officers rise
except the Right Worshipful Master)—The
Senior Warden’s s i t L?

S W—ItW.
R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, w i t W,
ay a?

S W—Atsiitwatcod, sitSWi
tW,tatRWMioactL,ptth,ia
bdt,astngad,hbtcsasoaw-gi,
metoo.

RW M—TRWDMs' sitL?

S W—ItE

R W M—WitE, ahd?
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S W—Atsi1itEtoagtd sitR
WMitEtoagtL stCtl gtgawi,
cctsthbd

(Right Worshipful Master rises and gives **%)

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden (Senior
Warden resands: “Right Worshipful Mas-
ter’),iimotaMEMs Lbofw. Toy
wettBftg

S, W.—Brethren (all give ps),iitoot
RWMtaMEMs Lbofw, Otoywt
dnagya L1{itE.

R W M—T,B,ots.

(All give s—Mark Master to Mosi Excellent Mas-
ter, inclusive, and the s of admiration )

R. W. M.—*##,

S. Wt
R. W. M.—##%,
S W.—wis,

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, y°w d t
G L.

S. D.—(Does so)—Right Worshipful Master,
tG L ad.

R. W. M.—Brethren, you will assemble
around the altar for our devotions.

(Brethren assemble around the altar 1in a circle,
leaving an opening at the east and west of the altar
for the Right Worshipful Master and Senior Ward-
den,) .
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R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, you will
join me at the altar for our devotions. (Done.)
Brethren, you will k on your r k, and form a
¢ with r a o1 (Done.) Jomn me 1n the
Lord’s Prayer.

Qur Father which art in heaven. Hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever. Amen.

R. W. M.—Brethren, taking your time from
me, you will b two t t. (Done.) Rise,

(All rise, breaking the ¢. Right Worshipful Mas-
ter and Senior Warden return to their stations.
Brethren remain standing, facing the East. The
following may then be repeated by the Right Wor-
shipful Master, should he so desire:)

The earth 1s the Lord’s, and the fullness
thereof; the world, and they that dwell there-
m. For He hath founded 1t upon the seas, and
established 1t upon the floods. Who shall as-
cend mto the hill of the Lord, or who shall
stand in His holy place? He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted
up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord,
and righteousness from the God of his salva-
tion. This is the generation of them that seek
him, that seek thy face, O Jacob, Lift up your
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall
come . Who is this King of glory? The
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Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle. Lift up your head, O ye gates; even
hft them up, ye everlasting doors; and the
King of glory shall come in, Who is this King
of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King
of glory.

R. W. M.—1 now declare this Most Excellent
Masters’ Lodge, e to G and d to the m of K.
S. (9-9), opened in due and ancient form.
Brother Junior Deacon, you will so inform
the Tiler.

(The Junior Deacon gives e waa on the door,
which 1s answered by the Tiler in the same manner
opens the door.)

J. D.—Broiher Tiler, this Most Excellent
Masters’ Lodge is opened in due and ancient
form.

Tiler-—So mote it be.

E (;I‘;m Junior Deacon closes the door, and faces the
a

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, your order
has been obheyed.

(The Right Worshipful Master gives *, and the
Brethren take their seats)

WORK
R. W. M.—Brethren, this Lodge has been
called and opened for the purpose of receiving
and acknowledging as a Most Excellent Mas-
ter, Brother A. B., who has been duly and con-
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stitutionally elected 1o receive this degree. If
there be no objection, we will proceed with
the work.

(No objection bemmg offered )

R. W. M.—*—Brother Secretary (Secretary
rises and responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-
ter””), has the fee been paid?

(Secretary answers “yes” or ''no,” as the case
may be If “no”:)

R. W. M.—You will perform that duty and
report.

(The Secretary retires, collects the fee, and re-
turns to his station )

Secretary—Right Worshipful Master, the fee
has been paid.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.—*—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-
ior Deacon rises and responds: _“Right Wor-
shipful Master”), you will retire, prepare, and

mtroduce the candidate.

(The Junior Deacon retires and prepares the can-
didate, who wears an apron and has actstahb
Junior Deacon conducts candidate to the door and
glves ok l‘*)

S. D.—Right Worshipful Masler, there is an
aatdotpr.
R. W. M.—You will a t a, Brother Senior

Deacon, and r t c.

(Senior Deacon goes to the door of the prepara-
tion room, gives *** *** ppens the door, and says:)
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S. D.—Who comes here?

J. D—Brother A. B.,, who has been regu-
larly i, pand rttsd of M M; advanced to the
honorary degree of Mark Master; inducted
mto the Oriental Chair of King Solomon, and
ndtor m1l by bemng received and acknowl-
edged a Most Excellent Master.

S. D.—Brother A. B, iioyofwaat
ymtr?

Candidate—It 1s.

S. D.—Brother Junior Deacon, i hd at p?

J. D—He is.

S.D—Ihwawq?

J. D.—He 1s.

SSD—Hhmspitpdtehtt?

J. D.—He has.

S. D—By what pr o b d h e t g admit-
tance?

JJD—B tbotnp
S.D—~H h t p?
JJD—Hhin bIhifh.
S.D—Aagi.

(Junior Deacon steps forward and w the w in the
car of the Senior Deacon—2-5.)

S. D.—Brother A A B, ywwutRWMe¢eb
ioyrahar

{Senior Deacon closes the door and goes to the
west of the altar)

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, what was
tcot a?
S, D.—I find without Brother A. B., ete.

(THe same dialogue ensues as at the door, until
the following question is asked and answered:)
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R W.M—-Hhtp?
S, D—Hhin, bIhifh
R. W. M.—Since the Brolher comes ¢ w t

nagq,itismyordertheabridaat.
(The Senior Deacon returns to the door, opens it
without alarm, and says )
S. D.—Brother A. B., it is the order of the
Right Worshipful Mastert y eabridaaf.

(The candidate 1s conducted by the Junior Deacon
about three steps mnside the Lodge, and 1s met by
the Senior Deacon, who halts him, places a k (8-3)
a h b and says:)

S. D.—Brother A. B,, I receive you into ilhis
Most Excellent Masters’ Lodge on the k (8-3),
because the stone which the builders had re-
jected became the headstone of the corner and
completed the Temple,

(The Senior Deacon, with his left hand, takes the
candidate’s right arm and conducts him six times
around the Lodge, stopping each time at the station
of the Right Worshipful Master, who recites the fol-
lowing passages of Scripture.)

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us
go into the house of the Lord.

Es

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is butlded as a city that

1s compact together.
sk

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the
Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give:
thanks unto the name of the Lord.

*kk
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For there are set thrones of judgment, the
thrones of the house of David.

Bkt
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall

prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

P Ak
For my brethren and companions’ sake, I
will now say, Peace be within thee. Because

of the house of the Lord our God I will seek
thy good.

Mo P

(On arriving at the Junior Warden’s station, they
halt and face the vacant chair, which should be
draped mn black. Senior Deacon gives *** %%  Ng
response A moment’s silence Then says‘)

S. D.—Alas, poor H! Unexpectedly, in the
midst of life, duty, and usefulness, he was
overtaken by death. Suddenly his sun of life
went down at noon, and his seat 1s vacant.
Let us remember his virtues, and imitate his
worthy example, May we be reminded of
the shortness of life and the uncertainty of its
continuance; remembering that soon, when
our Brethren shall assemble to labor, our seats
also will be vacant forever. May we all at
last fill our appropriate seats in heaven.

{The Senior Deacon then conducts the candidate
to the Senior Warden in the West and the Right
Worshipful Master in the East, where the same dia-
logue occurs as at the door, giving the appropriate
alarm **#* *** 5t each station.)
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(This addition by the Right Worshipful Master:)
R. W, M—(Sits)—W ctBaw1ht?

S.D—FtW,tttE.

‘R WM~—~WdhaltWatttE?

S. D~Is’oml

R W M—M1lbhoiimotyrhttsS
WitW,wwthhtatEitpmtoml.

(The Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to the
S W'’s station facing the West)

S. D.—Brother Senior Warden, it is the or-
der of the Right Worshipful Master t y t
Brother AAB.htatEitpmtoml

S. W.—(Takes candidate by the arm and
faces him toward the East)—Brother A, B,,
you will advance your r f, placing the h o t
ltthotr,yffara (Done)

Right Worshipful Master, the Brother is b
t a.

R. W. M.—My Brother, for the s t you s be-
fore the a of F and forthe ft walcado
Most Excellent Masters’ Lodge. Before you
can proceed you mustt uy ts o oo o a Most
Excellent Master. 1 assure you t i n { that
1s 1 with your ¢ o r d, or with those h and
ndwyotG, ye,ynyf,oy. Wta d
ysdtp?

Candidate—I do.

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, you will
ptBataidaalf.

S. W. (to candidate).—You wilk o b k, b
hrutHB,s, ac (Done.)
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S. W.—R W M, the Brotheriataidaaf.
(Right Worshipful Master gives ***)

R. W. M.—Brethren, y waataawtso.
(Form parallel lines }

R. W. M.—Brother A, B., y w's Lpynif
aram.

I, ,omofwaa,
itpoAGatMEML,etGadttmoKS,
dhahspass,tIwnrtsotdtaboap
dntapitw.eibwalcadoMEML,
otabotdanuhubdt,seoli,Ishfh
alettsam.

Ifpas,tlwaaoadsasstarbmt
aMEML ogmbabotd,iwtlome.

Ifpas,tIwhaaaawdMEDM,t{w,
wao,wlmft sfatnmrammorp, wi

tmothpcum. J/U
Ifpas,tIwdtMlaktmlib,ttbo
m a. 09

Ifpas,tIwndftclaata ibtoa
M E M.

AtIspass,wtlheomr,bmunlap
ttohmbtomvittatuadtr,sIkyv
tmsoooaaMEM ShmGakmsid
pots. (8-1.)
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R. W. M.—Brother A. B,, you will d y h,
and in t of y s k the H B. (Done.) Brother
Senior Warden, you will r t ¢ t. The Brother

isnbtubast (Done.)

(The Right Worshipful Master steps back to the
eastern end of the parallel lines and says.)

R. W. M.—You now behold me, the (as)
Right Worshipful Master of this Lodge, ap-
proaching you from the East w t s (takes
the 8) a p s (gives s) of a Most Excellent
Master. Always on entering or retiring from
a Most Excellent Masters’ Lodge, you should
a t a and s the Right Worshipful Master w t
p s. Extending to you my right hand in t o
cf, bl ac (takes candidate by r h and r h),
andryfaratap, Iwp, wtaot Senior
Deacon, tiy wt g (1-1) and w (9-2) of a
Most Excellent Master. Tm alty. (Takes
candidate by g of a Most Excellent Master.)
Brother Senior Deacon, w i 1?

S. D.—The g (1-1) of a Most Excellenl Mas-
ter.

. W.M—Hian?

D —I h.

W M—Wygitm?
D—Idnsri,nwlIsii -
L W.M—HwyiitlImaaakoi?
D—Iwsiwy.

.W.M.—S a b.

WnHnE O R
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(Senior Deacon gives s s.) N

(Right Worshipful Master gives f s.)
(Senior Deacon gives 1s)

(Right Worshipful Master gives £ s )
(Senior Deacon gives s s)

(Right Worshipful Master gives 1 s.)
(Senior Deacon pronounces w m full.)

R. W. M.—Thus 1s the g (1-1) of a Most Ex-
cellent Master, and its name 1s (2-5). It is
otherwise called the ¢ g (9-1), because it ¢
(6-8) the g (1-1) of preceding degrees; and it
reminds us that we, as Most Excellent Masters,
considering that man in his best estate is sub-
ject to frailty and error, should endeavor to

cover his faults with the broad mantle of
charity and brotherly love (7-5). Brother

Senior Deacon, will you b o o f?

S. D—O.

(The Right Worshipful Master and Senior Warden
return to theur stations, the brethren still standing in
two parallel lines, one on each side of the altar, with

the Senior Deacon and candidate standing at the
west of the altar)

R W. M.—This is the day and the hour set
apart for celebrating the copestone and seating
the Ark of the Covenant. Brother Senior
Warden, you will assemble the Craft for the
purpose of proceeding 1n these solemn cere-
monies.

S. W —Brethren, you will form in proces-
sion on the north side of the Lodge, double
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Celebrating the Copestone and Seating the

Ark of the Covenant
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file, facing the East, for the purpose of cele-
brating the copestone and seating the Ark of
the Covenant.

(The Right Worshipful Master {on the right] and
Senior Warden head {he procession, Senior Deacon
and candidates in the rear Procession moves around
the room, possibly to the antercom, procure k, which
should be borne on a carrier by the Senior Deacon
and candidate. Procession returns, the Brethren
smging:)

Tune: “O Come, All Ye Faithful.”

All hail to the morning
That bids us rejoice;
The Temple’s completed,
Exalt high each voice.
The keystone 1s finished,
Our labors are o’er;
The sound of the gavel
Shall hail us no more.

Companions, assemble
On this joyful day,
The occasion is glorious,
The keystone to lay.
Fulfilled is the promaise
By the Ancient of Days,
To bring forth the keystone
With shouting and praise.

(The procession files open; halts; k 1s carried for-
ward. The Right Worshipful Master takes 1t, and,
after candidate(s) have returned to indicated posi-
tion, he places 1t 1in an unfinished a prepared to
recewe 1t  This having been done, the Right Wor-
shipful Master, on turning {o look at its appearance,
gives, with apparent involuntary action, the Breth-
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ren all iommg with him, the “Sign of Admiration,”
and exclamation—2-5.)

R. W. M.—The Temple 1s completed, and
nothing now remains to be done but to seat
the Ark of the Covenant within the sanctuary.

(Procession forms as befoie, and returns bringing
the Ark, carried by the Senior Deacon and candi-
date(s) Procession files open and halts Ark is
borne under the arch in which the k has just been
placed and deposited upon a pedestal between the
arch and the East Following is sung or recited
as aprons are bemmg removed and collected by the
Senior and Junior Deacons, not thrown on the floor
or altar.)

There is no more occasion for level or plumb
line, )

For trowel or gavel, for compass or square;
Our works are completed, the Ark safely

seated,

And we shall be greeted as workmen most

rare.

{The Right Worshipful Master, followed by the
Brethren, moves past the candidate, singing or recit-
ing, each giving him the g (1-1) in passing)

We accept and receive them Most Excellent
Masters,

Invested with honors, and powers to preside,
Among worthy Craftsmen, wherever assem-

bled,

The knowledge of Masons to spread far and

wide. :

(When the hymn is completed, the Brethren
should be in the original position. The Right Wor-
shipful Master reads )

The Lord hath said that he would dwell in
the thick darkness. But I have built an house
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of habitation for thee, and a place for thy
dwelling forever.

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who hath
with his hands fulfilled that which he spake
with his mouth to my father Dawvid, saying,
Since the day that I brought forth my people
out of the land of Egypt, I chose no city
among all the tribes of Israel to build an
house in, that my name might be there; nei-
ther chose I any man to be a ruler over my
people Israel; but I have chosen Jerusalem,
that my name might be there; and I have
chosen David to be over my people Israel.
Now it was in the heart of David my father to
build an house for the name of the Lord God
of Israel. But the Lord said to David my Fa-
ther, Forasmuch as it was in thine heart to
build an house for my name, thou didst well
mn that it was in thine heart; notwithstanding,
thou shalt not build the house; but thy son,
which shall come forth out of thy loins, he
shall build the house for my name. The Lord,
therefore, hath performed his word that he
hath spoken; for I am risen up in the room of
David my father, and am set on the throne of
Israel, as the Lord promised, and I have built
the house for the name of the Lord God of
Israel, and in it I have put the Ark, wherein is
the covenant of the Lord that he made with
the children of Israel.

(The following prayer 1s here recited, all kneel-
ing; lights are lowered:)

O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like
thee in the heaven, nor in the earth, which
keepeth covenant and showeth mercy unto thy
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servants that walk before thee with all their
hearts; thou which hast kept with thy servant
David my father that which thou hast prom-
1sed him; and spakest with thy mouth, and
hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this
day. Now, therefore, O God of Israel, keep
with thy servant David my father that which
thou hast promised him, saying: There shall
not fail thee a man in my sight to sit upon the
throne of Israel, yet so that thy children take
heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou
hast walked before me. Now, then, O Lord
God of Israel, let thy word be verified which
thou hast spoken unto thy servant David. But
will God 1n very deed dwell with men on the
earth? Behold, heaven, and the heaven of
heavens, cannot contain thee; how much less
this house which I have built! Have respect,
therefore, to the prayer of thy servant, and to
his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken
unto the cry and the prayer which thy servant
prayeth before thee; that thine eyes may be
open upon this house, day and night, upon the
place whereof thou hast said that thou wouldst
put thy name there, to hearken unto the
prayer which thy servani prayeth toward this
place.

Hearken, therefore, unto the supplication of
thy servant, and of thy people Israel, which
they shall make toward this place; hear thou
from thy dwelling-place, even from heaven;
and when thou hearest, forgive.

Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes
be open, and let thine ears be attent unto the
prayer that is made in this place.
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Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, into
thy resting-place, thou, and the Ark of thy
strength: let thy priests, O Lord God, be
clothed with salvation and let thy saints re-
joice in goodness,

O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine
anomnted; remember the mercies of David thy
servant.

(Fire comes from heaven and 1gnites sacrificial
offering upon altar Brethren bow thelr heads to
the floor and repeat three times*)

“For he 1s good, for his mercy endureth
forever.”

(All rise; lights are turned up The Right Wor-
shipful Master and officers repair to thewr stations
and places, the Right Worshipful Master giving *,
Brethren take their seals, and the candidate is con-
ducted by the Senior Deacon to a seat in front of
the East. The Right Worshipfui Master may recite
as much of the following historical summary as he
may desire.)

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

The degree of Most Excellent Master is as
intimately connected with the Masters’ as the
Mark Masters’ 1s with that of the Fellow Craft.
The Masters’ Degree is intended, in its sym-
bolic design, to teach the doctrine of the res-
urrection of the dead and the immortality of
the soul. But this corruption can only put on
incorruption, and this mortal put on immortal-
ity by a passage through the portals of the
grave. And here the degree of Most Excellent
Master comes forward, with 1ts beautiful sym-
bolism, to represent the man prepared to enter
upon that eventful passage. In the preceding
degrees, the beauties of life have been delin-
eated under various types—the virtuous crafts-
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man has been assiduously laboring to erect
within his heart a spiritual temp]e of holiness,
fit for the habitation of Him who is the holiest
uf beings. If the moral precepts of the Order
have been observed, stone has been placed
upon stone, virtue has been added to virtue,
and the duties of one day have been scrupu-
lously performed, only that the duties of the
next day may be commenced with equal zeal.

And now all is accomplished. The spiritual
edifice which 1t was given to man to erect,
that “house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens,” upon the construction of which
he has been engaged, day by day and hour by
hour, from his first entrance into the world,
has become a stately and finished building.
The last arch has been bound together by the
rejected, though priceless, keystone. Man’s
earthly labors have been completed.

The last condition of man on earth—when
all his/labors have been completed; when he
1s about to lay aside forever all his projects
of ambition, of pleasure, or of business; to
dissolve the ties which have bound him to the
companions of his toil; to abandon, as useless,
the implements of the world’s work; and to
leave the temple of life and go forth as a
wanderer on the unknown shores of eternity—
this is the solemn scene which is symbolically
commemorated in the impressive ceremonies
of the degree of Most Excellent Master.

ok # ok % (2.5) alludes to the wonder and
admiration expressed by those of our ancient
Brethren who were permitted to view the in-
terior of that magnificent edifice which King
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Solomon had erected, but more_ especially to
the admiration and astonishment of those who
beheld the sublime manifestations of the Su-
preme Being at the dedication of the Temple,
when the fire came down from heaven and
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifice,
and the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s
house.

We have imitated our ancient Brethren in
assembling on that occasion, repairing to the
place designated, and participating in these
solemn ceremonies. We have imitated them
in gathering around the altar, engaging in
prayer, and have witnessed a representation
of the fire coming down from heaven, consum-
g the burnt offering and the sacrifice. We
have also imitated their astonishment on be-
holding 1t by falling down upon the ground
and exclaiming, “He is good, for his mercy
endureth forever.”

The Temple was dedicated in the year 3001,
with the most imposing and solemn ceremo-
nies, to the worship of Jehovah, who conde-
scended to make it the place for the special
manifestation of his glory. The ceremonies
lasted fourteen days, seven of which were de-
voted to the dedication exclusively and seven
to the Feast of the Tabernacles.

Nothing ever equaled the ceremonies of its
consecration. Israel sent forth her thousands,
and the assembled people beheld, in solemn
adoration, the vast sacrifice of Solomon ac-
cepted. The flame descended upon the altar
and consumed the sacrifice, the shadow and
glory of The Eternal proclaimed his presence
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between the cherubim, and the voice of his
thunders told to the faithful of the Craft that
the perfectness of their labor was approved.

As the ceremonies of this degree refer to the
completion and dedication of the temple, it is
reasonable to suppose that, when this magnifi-
cent edifice was completed, King Solomon
should bestow some distinguishing mark of his
approval upon the skillful and zealous build-
ets who had been engaged for seven years in
its construction. No greater token of that

appreciation could have been evidenced than

to establish an order of merit with the hon-
orable appellation of “Most Excellent Mas-
ter,” and to bestow 1t upon those of the crafts-
men who had proved themselves to be com-
plete masters of their profession. It was not
conferred upon the whole body of the work-
men, but was confined to the meritorious and
praiseworthy—to those who through diligence
and mndustry, had progressed far toward per-
fection.

You have seen the foundations of the Tem-
ple laid deep and strong. You have, as an
Entered Apprentice, served your Master with
freedom, fervency, and zeal, and as a bearer
of burdens have brought up from the quar-
ries many a rough ashlar for the building.
You have wrought your full time as a Fellow
Craft, and, under the skillful touch of your
working tools, these rough ashlars have be-
come perfect ashlars—stones, we doubt not,
fitted to adorn and beautify our temple. As
a Master workman, you have watched with
unceasing care the wondrous beauties of the
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temple ncrease under the skillful hands of
the Widow’s Son; and now you have at length
seen the object of our hopes completed, and
the last arch bound together by the rejected,
though priceless, keystone.

_We have now dedicated the temple to the
service of the Supreme Being, and by this we
are reminded that we should also dedicate our
spiritual building—that temple which we have
been erecting within ourselves—to the service
of the same Supreme Being. And although we
know of a certamnty that all earthly things are
transient, and that i process of time, even at
the best, the decay of ages will crumble our
magnificent temple into dust, yet we are per-
suaded that, if we have erected the temple of
our mner hfe by square, plumb line, and rule,
its foundations shall never fail, and its fabric
shall never crumble nor decay. Then let us
take care that we so labor in the erection of
our temple here that, when we leave this for
that far distant country, whence we shall
never return, we may receiwve the wages of
faithful craftsmen.

9('2%1? Right Worshipful Master explains the signs

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, you will
place the Brother before the altar.

CHARGE

My Brother, your admission to this degree
of Masonry is proof of the good opmion the
Brethren of this Lodge entertain of your Ma-
sonic abilities. Let this consideration induce
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you to be careful of forfeiting, by misconduct
or mattention 1o our rules, that esteem which
has raised you to the rank which you now
possess.

It is one of your great duties, as a Most
Excellent Master, to dispense light and truth
to the less informed Mason; and I need not re-
mind you of the mmpossibilily of complymg
with this obligation without possessmg an ac-
curate acquamtance with thé ritual of each
degree.

If you are not already completely conver-
sant in all the degrees heretofore conferred
upon you, remember that an indulgence,
prompted by a belief that you will apply your-
self with double diligence to make yourself so,
has induced the Brethren to accept you. Let
it, therefore, be your unremitting study to
acquire such a degree of knowledge and infor-
mation as shall enable you to discharge with
propriely the various duties incumbent upon
you, and to preserve unsullied the title now
conferred upon you—that of a Most Excellent
Master.

You will now be seated with the Brethren.

CLOSING

(The same lecture should be used 1n closing as |n
the opening, with such changes in the orders as are
necessary for the purpose. The Great Lights must
not be closed until after the prayer.)
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ROYAL ARCH MASON

SHORT FORM OPENING
This form may be used for opening a stated
meeting only, for the transaction of regular
business, and when there are less than nine

present. It must not be used when opening
a Chapter for work. Regular opening on
page 97.

(If a sufficient number 1s present, and time per-
mats, the full form should be used )

E. H. P.—*—The officers will take their sta-
tions.

E. H. P.—*—Companion Captain of the Host
(Captain of Host rises and responds: “Excel-
lent High Priest”), you will invite the Com-
panions in and close the door. (Done.)

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H. P.——Companion Captain of the Host,
are all present Royal Arch Masons?

C. of H.—(If satisfied)—Excellent High
Priest, all present are Royal Arch Masons.

(After the Chapter has been purged, the saluta-
tion, by gaving the penal sign, should never be omit-
ted in addressing or responding to a superior officer.)

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
when a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is
about to be opened, what is your duty?

C. of H—To see that the Sentinel is at his
post and the Tabernacle is securely guarded.

N
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E. H. P.—You will perform that duty and
inform the Sentinel that I am about to open a
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and direct him
to guard accordingly.

C. of H~—(Opens the door)—Companion
Sentinel, the Excellent High Priest is about to
open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and
directs that you guard accordingly.

Sentinel—His order shall be obeyed.

(Captain of the Host closes the door, gives % #*¢
* which 1s answered by the Sentinel in the same
manner, Captamn of the Host returns to his station )

C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
1s there a sufficient number present to open a
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the trans-
action of business only?

C. of H—There is.

E. H. P—How many compose such a Chap-
ter?

C. of H—Five or more.

E. H. P.—When of five only, who are they?

C. of H—The Excellent High Priest, Com-
panions King, Scribe, Captain of the Host, and
‘Sentinel.

E. H. P.—The station of the Scribe?

C. of H—On the left in the Council. .

E. H. P.—His duty?

\
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C. of H.—To assisl the Excellent High Priest
in the discharge of his duties, and in his ab-
sence, and that of the King, to preside over the
Chapter.

E. H. P.—The station of the King?

C. of H—On the right in the Council.

E. H. P—His duty?

C. of H.—To assisl the Excellent High Priest
in the discharge of his duties, and in his ab-
sence to preside over the Chapter.

E. H. P.—The station of the Excellent High
Priest?

C. of H—In the East, in the center of the
Council.

E. H. P.—His duty?

C. of H—To preside over and govern the
Chapter with fidelity; read and expound the
law; officiate in the Temple; and offer up the
incense of a pure and contrite heart to the
Great I Am.

E. H. P.—(Rises)—***__Companion Captain
of the Host, it is my order that a Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons be opened for the trans-
action of business under the usual Masonic
restrictions. This order you will communicate
to the Companions for their government.
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C. of H—Companions (all give penal sign),
1t is the order of the Excellent High Priest
that a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons be
opened for the transaction of business under
the usual Masonic restrictions. Of this order
you will take due notice and govern your-
selves accordingly. Look to the Easf.

E. H. P.—Together, Companions, on the
signs.

(Give signs and raps.)

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will display the Great Lights. (Done.)

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, the Great
Lights are displayed.

E. H. P.—Companions, let us pray. You
will join me in the Lord’s Prayer.

(Or “Companion Chaplain, you will lead our de-
votions.”)

E. H. P.—I now declare
Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons,
erected to God and dedicated to the memory
of Z (5-5), opened in short form. Companion
Captain of the Host, you will so inform the
Sentinel.

(Captain of the Host goes to the door, gives ***
*x* 2 which 1s answered by the Sentinel in like
manner. Captamn of the Host opens door.)

C. of H~—Companion Sentinel,
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Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons, is
opened in short form.
Sentinel: So mote it be.

. (Captain of the Hosl closes door and returns to
his station )

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H. P.—*,
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REGULAR OPENING

This form must be used to open a Chapter
for work and should always be used when
nine or more are present.

(The Excellent High Priest takes his station and
calls to order by one knock with gavel.)

E. H, P.—*%*—The officers will take their sta-
tions.

E. H. P.—*—Companion Royal Arch Cap-
tain (Royal Arch Captain rises and responds:
“Excellent High Priest”), you will invite the
Companions in and close the door. (Done.)

R.-A. C.—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been obeyed.

E. H. P.—Thank you; be seated.

E. H. P.—*—Companion Captain of the Host
(Captain of the Host rises and responds: “Ex-
cellent High Priest”), are all present Royal
Arch Masons?

C. of H.—(If satisfied, answers:)—Excellent
High Priest, all’present are Royal Arch Ma-
sons. (If not satisfied, answers:) 1 will as-
certain and report. Companion Principal So-
journer (Principal Sojourner rises and re-
sponds: “Companion Captain of the Host”),
you will ascertain if all on the south side of
the Chapter are Royal Arch Masons. Com-
panion Royal Arch Captain (Royal Arch Cap-
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tain rises and responds' “Companion Captain
of the Host”), you will ascertain if all on the
north side of the Chapter are Royal Arch
Masons.

(Principal Sojourner and Royal Arch Captain as-
certain by personal knowledge or avouchment, re-
turn to their respective stations and report:)

P. S.—Companion Captain of the Host, all
on the south side of the Chapter are Royal
Arch Masons (specifying exceptions, if any).

R. A. C.—~Companion Captain of the Host,
all on the north side of the Chapter are Royal
Arch Masons (specifying exceptions, if any).

C. of H—Thank you; be seated.

C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, all present
are Royal Arch Masons (repeating specified
exceptions, if any).

(After this ceremony of *purging”’ has been com-
pleted, the salutation, by giving the penal sign,
should never be omitted in addressing or responding
to a superior officer )

E. H. P.—Is there a constitutional number
present to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Ma-
sons?

C. of H—There are three times three.

E. H. P.—You will then take the prelimi-
nary steps to open a Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons.

C. of H—Companion Royal Arch Captain
(Royal Arch Captain rises and responds:
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“Companion Captain of the Host”), when a
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is about to be
opened, what is your duty?

R. A. C—To see that the Sentinel is at his
post, and the Tabernacle is securely guarded.

C. of H—You will perform that duty and
inform the Sentinel that the Excellent High
Priest is about to open a Chapter of Royal
Arel Masons, and direct him to guard accord-
ngly.

{The Royval Arch Captain opens the door.)

R. A. C.—Companion Sentinel, the Excellent
High Priest is about to open a Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons and directs that you guard
accordingly.

Sentinel—His order shall be obeyed.

The Royal Arch Captain closes the door, gives
wex #%% » o1 the door, which 1s answered by the Sen-

tinel 1n the same manner Royal Arch Captain re-
turns to his station )

R. A. C—Companion Captain of the Host,
your order has been obeyed.

C. of H—Thank you,; be seated.

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H P —Companion Captain of the Host,
are you a Royal Arch Mason?

C.of H—I atla (3-2).
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E. H. P.—What made you a Royal Arch
Mason?

C. of H—My obligation, and having re-
ceived the secret words.

E. H. P.—How may I know you to be a
Royal Arch Mason?

C.of H—By t t t (3-10), under a l a (4-4),
and over a t (3-7).

E. H. P—Why in that manner?

C. of H—Because 1n that manner only may
the principal secrets of this degree be commu-
nicated.

E. H. P.—Where were you made a Royal
Arch Mason?

C. of H—Within a legally constituted and
duly opened Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,
assembled in a place representing the Taber-
nacle erected by our ancient Brethren near the
ruins of King Solomon’s Temple.

E. H. P.—How many compose a Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons for work?

C. of H.—Nine or more.

E. H. P.—When of nine only, who are they?

C. of H—The Excellent High Priest, Com-
panions King, Scribe, Captain of the Host,
Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Captain, and
three Masters of the Veils.
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E. H. P.—Whom do the first three repre-
sent?

C. of H—J (6-10), Z (5-5), and H (4-3),
who composed the first Grand Council assem-
bled at Jerusalem after the destruction of the
first Temple, and held their meetings in the
Tabernacle?

E. H. P.—Whom do the last three represent?

C. of H.—Those three of our ancient Breth-
ren who were instrumental in bringing to light
the principal secrets of this degree, after they
had lain buried in darkness from the death of
G. M. H. A. (1-8) until the building of the
second Temple, a period of 470 years, and who
for their valuable services were appointed
Masters of the Veils.

E. H. P.-——How many veils were there?

C. of H.—Four.

E. H. P.—To what do they allude?

C. of H—To the four principal tribes of
Israel which bore their banners in the wil-
derness—Judah, Ephraim, Reuben, and Dan
—whose emblems were the lion, the ox, the
man, and the eagle.

E. H. P —Where were these veils placed?

C. of H—In the outer courts of the Taber-
nacle.
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E. H. P.—For what purpose?

C. of H—To serve as coverings for the Tab-
ernacle and stations for the guards.

E. H. P.—Why were guards placed there?

C. of H.—To see that none entered but such
as were duly qualified and had permission,
none bemg admitted {o the presence of the
Excellent High Priest, King, and Scribe, sit-
ting in council, except the true descendants of
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.

E. H. P.—What do these banners emblem-
atically teach?

C. of H.—That when engaged i the pursuit
of Truth, the great object of Masonic study,
we should have the courage of the lion, the
patience of the ox, the intelligence of the man,
and the swiftness of the eagle.

E. H, P.—(Gives **, and all officers rise ex-
cept the Council)—The station of the Master
of the First Veil?

C. of H.—Within the First Veil.

E. H. P.—Companion Master of the First
Veil, your duty?

M. F. V.—To guard the First Veil, and ad-
mit none but such as are duly qualified and
have the passwords.

E. H. P.—What are the passwords?

M.F.V.IATI1A (1-3).

.~
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E. H. P.—What is the color of your veil?

M. F. V.—Blue, emblematic of friendship,
and peculiarly characteristic of Symbolic Ma-
sonry.

E. H. P.—The station of the Master of the
Second Veil?

M. F. V.—Within the Second Veil.

E. H. P.—Companion Master of the Second
Veil, your duty?

M. S. V.—To guard the Second Veil, and
admit none but such as are duly qualified, and
have the passwords, sign, and words of ex-
planation of the Master of the First Veil.

E. H. P.—What are his passwords?

M. S. V—S (6-1), H (5-7), and J (10-1).

E. H. P—What 1s the color of your veil?

M. S. V —Purple, which, being formed by a
due admixture of blue and scarlet, is therefore
placed between the First and Third Veils,
which are of those colors, to remind us of the
intimate connection that exists between Sym-
bolic Masonry and the Royal Arch’ Degree.

E. H P.—The station of the Master of the
Third Veil?

M. S V.—Within the Third Veil.

E. H. P.—Companion Master of the Third
Veil, your duty? -

°
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/,M. T. V.—To guard the Third Veil, and ad-
.~’mit none but such as are duly qualified and
have the passwords, sign, and words of ex-
planation of the Master of the Second Veil.
E. H. P.—What are his passwords?
M.T. V.—M (2-3), A (7-10), and B (3-6).
E. H. P.—What is the color of your veil?
M. T. V.—Scarlet, emblemalic of that fer-
vency and zeal which should actuate all Royal
Arch Masons, and peculiarly characteristic of
this degree.
E. H. P.—The station of the Royal Arch
Captain?
M. T. V.—Within the Fourth Veil or en-
trance to the Sanctuary.
E. H. P.—Companion Royal Arch Captain,
your duty?

R. A. C.—To guard the Fourth Veil, and

admit none but such as are duly qualified and -

have the passwords, sign, and words of ex-
planation of the Master of the Third Veil, and
the S o T (4-7).
E. H. P.—What are his passwords?
R. A. C.—J (6-10), Z (5-5), and H (4-3).
E. H. P —What is the color of your veil?
R. A. C.—White, emblematic of that purity
of life and rectituge of gopduct by which alone

'
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we may expect to gain admission into the Holy
of Holies above.

E. H. P.—The station of the Primcipal So-
journer?

R. A. C.—On the left of the Council.

E. H. P.—Companion Principal Sojourner,
your duty?

P.S.—To bring the blind by a way that they
knew not; to lead them in paths that they
have not known; to make darkness light be-
fore them and crooked things straight; these
things to do unto them and not forsake them.

E. H. P.—The station of the Captain of the
Host?

P. S.—On the right of the Council.

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
your duty?

C. of H—To observe the orders of the Ex-
cellent High Priest and see them duly exe-
cuted; to take charge of the Chapter during
the hours of labor and superintend the intro-
duction of strangers among the workmen.

E. H. P.—The station of the Scribe?

C. of H—On the left in the Council.

E. H. P.—His duty?

C. of H.—To assist the Excellent High Priest
in the discharge of his duties, and in his ab-
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sence, and that of the King, to preside over the
Chapter. ’

E. H. P.—The station of the King?

C of H—On the right in the Council.

E. H. P.—His duty?

C. of H—To assist the Excellent High Priest
1in the discharge of his duties, and in his ab-
sence to preside over the Chapter.

E. H. P.—The station of the Excellent High
Priest?

C. of H—In the East, in the center of the
Council.

E. H. P.—His duty?

C. of H—To preside over and govern the
Chapter with fidelity; read and expound the
law; officiate in the Temple, and offer up the
incense of a pure and contrite heart to the G
I A.

(Eixcc]lent High Priest 1ises and gives ***,  All
rise.

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host, it
1s my order that a Chapter of Royal Arch Ma-
sons be opened for the transaction of business
under the wusual Masonic restrictions (or
work). This order you will communicate to
the Companions for their éovernment.

C. of H—Companions, it is the order of the
Excellent High Priest that a Chapter of Royal
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Arch Masons be opened for the transaction of
business under the usual Masonic restrictions
(or work). Of this order you will take due
notice and govern yourselves accordingly.
Look to the East.

E. H. P.—Together, Companions, on the

signs. (All give signs of Mark Master to Roy-
al Arch, inclusive.)

E. H. P.—#*¥¥
King—***¥,
Scribe—#**,
E. H. P,—*%*+,
King—#*#,
Scribe—®#*,
E. H. P.—*.
King—*.
"Scribe—".

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will see that the Great Lights are dis-
played, and bring the Companions to order as
Royal Arch Masons and assemble them around
the altar for our devotions.

C. of H.—Companion Principal Sojourner,
you will display the Great Lights.

P. S. (Does so)—Companion Captain of the
Host, the Great Lights are displayed.



108 RovYaL ARCH MASON

C. of H—Companions, you will come to or-
der as Royal Arch Masons. (All give p s.)
You will assemble around the altar for our

devotions.

(Companions assemble around the altar in a cir-
cle, leaving a space at the east for the Council and
Captamn of the Host)

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H. P—Companions King, Scribe, and
Captain of the Host, you will join me at the
altar for our devotions. (They complete the
circle.)

E. H. P.—Companions, you will k on your
r ks, and form a chain with r a over left.
(Done.) Join me in the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father which art in heaven. Hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth, as 1t 1s in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
Jebts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine 1s the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever Amen.

(If there 1s a Chaplain present, or a clergyman, he
may offer a prayer, kneeling on the west side of the
altar within the chain, facing the East)

E. H. P.—Companions, taking your time

from me, you will balance t t t. (Done.) Rise.

(All rise to their feet, breaking chamn No sign
given )

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will form the Companions in groups of
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three, commencing on the right of the Coun-
cil.

(The Captain of the Host sees that the groups are
properly formed thus. Each Companion, n g of t,
with his r h grasps the r w of the Companion on his
], and with his 1 h grasps the 1 w of the Companion
on his 1, the 1 h being under the r; each Companion
places the t of his r £ to the h of the r f of the Com-
panion on his r, the t £ thus formmg at The H P,
K, and S form one group.)

C. of H —Excellent High Priest, the groups
are formed.

E. H. P.—As we three did agree in peace,
love, and unity the S W to s; as we three did
agree in peace, love and unity the S W to k,
so we three do now agree, in peace, love, and
unity, tora R A. B 3 x 3.

(Groups all make battery, h ¢ as above, with r hs
on the I, t t t. The r hs are then r, still ¢, and the
G R A W (10-5) 1s communicated from r to 1 by s,
each Companion 1n succession commencing, so that
the w 1s gaven t t (5-4) After this the battery 1s r,
the groups separate, each C giving the ps The offi-
cers return to their stations.

E. H. P —I now declare
Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons,
erected to God and dedicated to the memory
of Z (5-5), opened 1n due and ancient form.
Companton Captain of the Host, you will see
that the Sentinel is so informed.

C. of H—Companion Royal Arch Captain,
you will inform the Sentinel that
Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons,
is opened in due and ancient form.
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(Royal Arch Captain goes to the door, knocks ***
**% % which 1s answered by the Sentinel in the same
manner; Royal Arch Captain opens the door)

R. A. C.—Companion Sentinel,
Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons,
15 opened in due and ancient form.

Sentinel—So mote it be.

(Royal Arch Captain closes the door and returns
to his station.)

R. A. C.—Companion Captain of the Host,
your order has been obeyed.

C. of H—Excellent Hight Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

(Excellent High Priest gives *, and the Compan-
1ons take their seats)

5 wak . o=

. WORK i

E. H. P.—Companions, this Chapter has
been called and opened for the purpose of
exalling to the august degree of Royal Arch
Mason Brothers A. B, C. D, and E. F.,, who
have been duly and constitutionally elected to
receive this degree. If there be no objection,
we will proceed with the work.

(No objection being made )

E. H. P—*—Companion Secretary (Secre-
tary rises and responds: “Excellent High
Priest”), have the fees been paid?

(Secretary answers ‘“yes’ or ‘no.” as the case may
be. £ “no”.)

L

-
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E. H. P.—You will perform that duty and
report.

(Secretary retires, collects fees, and returns to his
place '

Secretary —Excellent High Priest, the fees
have been paid.
E. H. P.—Thank you; be seated.

E.H P.—*—Companion Captain of the Host
(Captain of the Host rises and responds: “Ex-
cellent High Priest”), there being in waiting
a constitutional number of Brethren desirous
of being exalted to this august degree, it is
my order that you take charge of the Chapter
during the hours of labor, and superintend
the introduction of these strangers among the
workmen.

-

Firsl Section
C. of H—Companion Principal Sojourner
(Principal Sojourner rises and responds:
“Companion Caplain of the Host”), you will
retire, prepare and introduce the candidates.

(The Principal Sojourner retires. and the candi-
dates are prepared by being h, coats removed, shod
with slippers, ¢ t seven t around the b of each and
connected one to the other. Thus prepared, they are
led, followmg one behind the other, to the door of
the Chapter by the Principal Solourner, who makes
the alarm *¥* **% )

ot e
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R. A. C.—Companion Captain of the Host,
there is an a at the d of t p r.
C. of H—You will a t a, Companion Royal

Arch Captain, and r t c.

(Royal Arch Captain goes to the doeor, gives ***
*%* ¥ opens the door, and says.)

R. A C.—Who comes here?

P. S.—Three Brothers, A. B,, C. D,, and E.
F., who have been regularly i, p, and rt t s
d of M M; advanced to the honorary degree
of Mark Master; mducted into the Oriental
Chair of King Sclomon; received and ac-
knowledged Most Excellent Masters, and now
d to r m 1 by being exalted to the august
degree of Royal Arch Mason.

R. A. C—Brethren,iioyofwaaty
mtr?

Candidates—It is.

R. A, C.—Companion Principal Sojourner,
atdatnp?

. S.—They are.

LA.C—A twawaq?

. S.—They are
.A.C.—Havetheymspitpdtettt?
. S.—They have.

A.C—By whatprobdtetg ad-
ance?

.S—Btbotp

LA C—Http?

pos B s Jpes By v s |

-
P vad

mi

=-l
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P. S —They have.

R. A. C.—Guve it

P.S.—R. (2-5).

R. A. C—Brethren, y w w u t Captain of
the Host cbioyrahar.

(Roval Arch Captain closes the door, returns to
his station )

C. of H—Companion Royal Arch Captain,
what wast co t a?

R A. C—T find without Brothers A. B,, C.
D, and E. F,, etc.

(Same dialogue ensues as at the door, until the
following question :s asked and answered*)

C.of H—H ttp?

R. A. C.—They have.

C. of H—It is my order that tea brid
aaf.

(Royal Arch Captain goes to the door, opens it
wide, and says*

R. A. C.—Brethren, it is the order of the
Captain of the Host that youeabridaatf.

(The three Masters of the Veils form the 1 a (4-4)
about ten feet from the door of the preparation
room by each grasping his own 1 w, and with his 1
h graspmng r w of the one on his left. Candidates
merely stoop as they pass under the a (4-4). Prin-
cipal Sojourner enters, and before leading the can-
didates under the 1 a (4-4) halts them and says:)

P. S.—Brethren, you are now about to enter
a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the first
time, and you should remember that whoso-
ever humbleth himself shall be exalted. S 1,
Brethren; s 1; whosoever humbleth himself

shall be exalted.

WORK 115

(Having passed under the 1 a (4-4), they are met
by the Captain of the Host, who says’)

C. of H.—Brethren, you are received into
this Chapter of Royal Arch Masons under a
1 a (4-4), to impress upon your minds in the
strongest possible manner that the principal
secrets of this degree may be communicated
only under al a (4-4). ‘

(Circumambulate once, Principal Sojourncr re-
peating:)

P. S.—I will bring the blind by a way that
they knew not; I will lead them in paths that
they have not known: I will make darkness
light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not for-
sake them.

(They halt in the West, and the Principal Sojour-
ner says:)

P. S.—My Brethren, as no Mason should
ever engage in any great or important under-
taking without invoking the blessing of Deity,
you will kneel for the benefit of prayer.

(Captain of the Host gives *** Candidates kneel
and the other Companions rise. The Principal So-
journer offers the following prayer:)

O thou Omnipotent and Eternal Jehovah,
the glorious and everlasting I Am, permit us,
Thy frail, dependent, and needy creatures, to
appreoach Thy Divine Majesty.

We humbly adore and worship Thy un-
speakable perfections, and Thy unbounded
goodness and benevolence. We adore Thee
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that, amidst the pains and calamities of our
present state, so many means of refreshment
are afforded us while traveling the rugged
path of life.

O Thou who didst aforetime appear unto
Thy servant Moses, in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush, enkindle, we beseech
Thee, in each of our hearts, a flame of devo-
tion to Thee, of love to each other, and of
charity to all mankind.

May the solemnities of the ceremonies of
our 1nstitution be duly impressed upon our
minds, and have a happy and lasting effect
upon our lives.

And finally, O Merciful Father, when we
shall have passed through the outer veils of
these earthly courts, may we be admitted into
the Holy of Holies above, into the presence of
the Grand Council of Heaven, where the Su-
preme High Priest forever presides—forever
reigns. Amen.

(Captam of the Host gives *, and Companions are
seated

P. S.—Arise. Let us be going.

(Candidates rise and circumambulate the second
time, and on reaching the West are met by the Cap-
tamm of the Host, who halts them, saying-)

C of H—Halt! Who are you? Whence
came you, and what are your intentions?

(Same dialogue ensues as at the door)

C. of H—Brethren, in pursuing your inten-
tions, it will be necessary for you to travel
those rough and rugged roads which all Royal
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Arch Masons have traveled before you. Be-
fore you can proceed you must take upon
yourselves the solemn oath or obligation of a
Royal Arch Mason. I assure you there is
n t that is incompatible with your ¢ or r d,
or with those h'and n d which you o to God,
yeyn yfory, Withthisa, doyousdtp?

Candidates—I do.

C. of H—Companion Principal Sojourner,
youwilllptBataidaaf.

S. W. (to candidates).—You will k o0 b k,
bhrutHB,sac (Done.)

P. S.—Companion Captain of the Host, the
Brethren are at the altar in due and ancient
form.

C. of H—(Goes to east side of altar)—
Brothers A.B.,,C.D,and E.F.,,yws I, py
nifaram,

1, ,omofwaa,
1tpoAGatRAC etGadttmoZ,dh
ahspass,tlIwnrtsotdtaboapd,
ntapitw,eibwalcadoCoRAM,o0t
aCotdanuhubdt,se,ol,Ishfha
lettsam.

Ifpas,tlwaaoadsasstarbmft
aRAC,ogmbaCotd,iwtlome.

Ifpas,tlIwstaabtB-lotoaoCo
RAMowImhbam,twtearotGCu
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watsmw;atC,rarotMEGGRAC
eutdiESer-A. s fatsmctmk.
Ifpas,tIwhaaaawdCRAM,tw,
waowIimft,sfatnmrammorp,w
itmothpcum.sppus(a
Ifpas,tIwetcoaCRAMWIDs
fatehfid.
Ifpas,tIwktsocaCRAM,wctar
bmas,saiimateatltmo.
Ifpas,tlIwnbatoocoaCoRAM
utsbpalnrRA M. Except five regular
members of a Chapter may constitute a quo-
rum to open and close its sbemE meetings cmlsr,
for the transaction of business.
Ifpas,tIwnbatettdoagolntt
aoatst
Ifpas,tIwnustboaCRAM.
IfpastIwnurtkttebttd awts
shsipIwidi
Ifpas,tIwngtGRAWiaow,fom
ttiwlIshrinwlitGaSNsitrpiw
tssbhetm.
AtIspass,wtlh,eomr,bmunla
pttohmsso,ambettsrotns slk
vimsocoocaaRAM ShmGakmsid
pots. (1-4.)
C. of H—Brothers A, B, C. D, and E. F,,
you will d y h and, in t of y 5, k the H B,
(Done.)
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P, S.—Arise! Let us be going.

(Circumambulate the thixd time, to the Burning
Bush in the West, Principal Sojourner repeating.)

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his fa-
ther in law, the Priest of Midian' and he led
the flock to the backside of the desert, and
came 1o the mountain of God, even to Horeb.
And the angel of the I.ord appeared unto him
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush:
and he looked (hoodwinks are removed), and,
behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed. And Moses said, [
will now tuin aside, and see this great sight,
why the bush 1s not burnt. And when the
Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst of the bush,
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am
I. And He said, Draw not nigh hither: put off
thy shoes (slippers are removed from feet of
candidates) from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground. More-
over, He said, I am the God of thy fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he
was afraid to look upon God.

(Slippers and hoodwmks are replaced )

And God said unto Moses: Come now there-
fore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that
thou mayest bring forth my people the chil-
dren of [srael out of Egypt And Moses said
unto God, Behold, when I come unto the chil-
dren of Israel, and shall say unto them, The
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you,
and they shall say to me, What is his name?
what shall I say unto them? And God said
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unto Moses, I A T I A: and He said, thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM
hath sent me unto you.

Moses was faithful to the divine command,
and thus became the great emancipator,
prophet, leader, and judge of the children of
Israel. He led his people out of bondage,
through the wilderness to the border of the
promised land, where on Nebo’s lonely moun-
tain, his eyes undimmed by age and his nat-
ural force unabated, God took him. Joshua
became their leader. They entered the prom-
1ised land. Here they became a great nation.
Mighty kings and the world’s greatest proph-
els and teachers rose among them. As long as
they were faithful to God, they prospered; but
when the children of Israel forgot and forsook
Geod, national rumn came upon them.

Zedekiah was one and twenty years old
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. And he did that which
was evil m the sight of the Lord his God, and
humbled not himself before Jeremiah the
prophet speaking from the mouth of the Lord.
And he also rebetled against King Nebuchad-
nezzar, and stiffened his neck, and hardened
his heart from turning unto the Lord God of
Israel.

(Resume procession, circumambulating fourth
time )

Moreover all the chiefs of the priests, and
the people, transgressed very much after all
the abomiations of the heathen; and polluted
the house of the Lord which he had hallowed
in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fa-
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thers sent to them by his messengers, because
he had compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling place: But they mocked the messen-
gers of God, and despised his words, and mis-
used his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord
agose against his people, till there was no rem-
edy.

Therefore, He brought upon them the King
of the Chaldees, who slew their young men
with the sword in the house of their sanctu-
ary, and had no compasston upon young man
or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for
age: He gave them all into his hand. And all
the vessels of the house of God, great and
small, and the treasures of the house of the
Lord, and the treasures of the king, and of his
princes; all these he brought to Babylon. And
they burnt the house of God, and brake down
the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the pal-
aces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the
goodly vessels thereof And them that had
escaped from the sword carried he away to
Babylon; where they were servants to him and
his sons until the reign of the Kingdom of
Persia.

Aft i
heard h the Sateroom Which shoma Sepaoises, are
nearly as possible, an attack upon a walled city
The blows of battering rams, the sound of trumpets,
and the clashing of swords are heard, increasing in
violence When candidates are midway between the

East and West, Captain of the Host th
door and shouts‘)p o8 rows open the

The enemy are upon us. They are battering
down the walls!
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(St1ll louder clashing of swords and sounding of
tiumpets.)

P. S.—The Chaldeans are upon us! Let us
make our escape!
(Companions rush . Candidates are serzed and
hurried out of the Chapter to the anteroom.)
Second Section

(Principal Sojourner and candidates are i the
preparation room Candidates are not hoodwinked
Door mto chapter room 15 not open.)

P.S.—Brethren, thus far in these ceremonies
you have been caused to represent three Most
Excellent Masters who were present at the
destruction of King Solomon’s Temple by Neb-
uzaradan, Captain of the Guard of Nebuchad-
nezzar, King of Babylon, who, in the eleventh
year of the reign of Zedekiah, King of Judah,
besieged the city, captured all the holy ves-
sels, together with the two famous brazen pil-
lars, and the residue of the people that es-
caped the edge of the sword, carried he away
captive to Babylon. In the second section you
will represent a party of the children of Israel
on their return from Babylon to Jerusalem.

Babylon 1s now under the rule of Cyrus,
King of Persia, who, in this the first year of
his reign, 1ssued a proclamation throughout all
his kingdom, and put it also in wrltmg, say-
mg: “Thus saith Cyrus, King of Persia, the
Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of the earth; and He hath charged
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me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which
is 1n Judah. Who 1s there among you of all
his people? his God be with him, and let him
g0 up to Jerusalem, which 1s in Judah, and
build the house of the Lord God of Israel,
which is in Jerusalem.” Availing themselves
of this proffered Lberty, Zerubbabel, with
some forty and two thousand of the children
of Israel and more than seven thousand serv-
ants, bearing many of the holy vessels of the
Temple, have departed for Jerusalem and
must now be nearing that holy city. What say
you, Brethren, shall we also go up and offer
our services in this noble and glorious work?
(Candidates answer.) Then, Brethren, let us
go, and, remembering the symbol of the burn-
ing bush, which was to impress upon our
minds 1n the most solemn manner that the
words and signs following it are of Divine in-
stitution and as such must be sacredly regard-
ed by us and transmitted to our posterity as
a means by which they may be known and
distinguished forever after, when we come to
our brethren at Jerusalem let us remember
the words of the Lord unto Moses at the burn-
ing bush, and say unto them, I A h s u u y
(3-8).

(Door is now open; candidates are hoodwinked
and are still united by the cable tow In this man-
ner. and following one behind the other. they are
led by the Principal Sojourner, and travel the r and
r road to Jerusalem, accompanied by the narrative
of the Principal Sojourner. Only three complete
circults are made. The harrative here Eiven, or any
other heretofore used in this jurisdic 10n, may be
used. BETTER IMPRESSION IS MADE IF CLASS

[S STANDING STILL DURING IMPORTANT PARTS
OF LECTURE )
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P. S—(Standing with candidates just out-
side the Chapter-room)—Let us, with thank-
ful, hopeful hearts, and with renewed confi-
dence in the God of our fathers, who hath
manifested his power and goodness, even to
the heathen, in the hiberation of his repentant
captive children, begin our weary journey to
our own native land.

(Chapters using slhides, see page 172.)
(Commence journey )

Through the infinite mercy of the God of
our fathers, who hath put it into the heart of a
heathen prince to set us at liberty, we turn
our backs upon this Babel of the nations,
where we have been captives, but not without
hope, and are now permitted to return to the
land of our nativity. The Syrian sun lights up
the eastern horizon with gladness; the groves
are vocal with the music of happy birds; the
flowers are gaily clad in their variegated beau-
ties; grateful nafure rejoices in the return of
spring, and even the Euphrates, as 1t lazily
sweeps its way over the sands, seems to mur-
mur praises to the Holy One, of whom the
inhabitants of this bright land know nothing.

We have now arrived at and are about to
cross the vast ditch dug by order of King Cy-
rus to drain the waters of the Euphrates so
that his armies might pass under the walls of
Babylon through the bed of the river. (Cross
the ditch.) The work was completed—the
sluilces ready. Then was seen that mysterious
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hand tracing upon the wall of the apartment
occupted by the drunken Belshazzar and his
beastly lords those unknown, fearful words,
“Mene, mene, tekel upharsin.” Instantly so-
bered by fear, their knees smote together, for
they felt in their very bones the fearful im-
port of those mysterious characters. Then, too,
there came up from the streets of the be-
leaguered city the despairing cry “The wa-
ters are drained! The waters are drained!”
mingled with the sounds of rushing hosts,
as the wvictorious Medes and Persians burst
through the lofty arches. Our enemiles were
‘pu‘gchered before us, yet we, as servants of the
living God, could not behold unmoved the an-
guish of despairing mothers, the cries of suf-
fering innocence, or the helpless agony of
decrepit age (Pass East.) .

How incomprehensible are the dealings of
our God in His visitations of wrath upon those
nations that forget His law, and yet His mer-
cles are equally so. Prayer is optional gnd all
mutter between brackets may be omaitted.

[Then, Brethren, let us here kneel and in-
voke the mercy of the Great I AM upen our
perilous undertaking, for his protecting arm
alone can support and deliver us from the
dangers which surround us.

Prayer—O Thou Holy One of Israel, the
heavens declare Thy glory and the firmament
showeth Thy handiwork. Preserve us, O Lord,
for in Thee do we put our trust. Keep us as
the apple of Thine eye, and hide us under the
shadow of Thy protecting wing. Teach us the
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way, lead us in the straight path, hear the
voice of our supplication, and preserve us from
all enemzes, Let the words of our mouths and
the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in
Thy sight. And to Thee, O Lord, we will give
thanks forevermore. Amen.

Rise, Brethren. Let us be going.]

Our course lies up the river until we come
to the bend, where it sweeps away from the
eastward, thence oul upon the desert. We will
be subject to many trials and privations—the
want of water, the hot blasts of the simoon,
and the danger of attacks from the wild rob-
bers of the desert, the fierce sons of Ishmael.

We are now at the bend of the river. That
couniry on the other side is Mesopotamia,
where our father Abraham sojourned. From
this point until we reach old Tadmor of the
wilderness, our journey will be over the hot
sands of the desert, under the scorching rays
of the Syrian sun, without water or a place of
shade or refreshment. But a firm faith in Him
who delivered our fathers from the bondage
of Egypt will enable us to overcome all diffi-
culties. (Cross ruins.)

We are now approaching the colonnades of
old Tadmor, rebuilt by King Solomon about
fifteen years after the completion of the Tem-
ple. The ancient site of this magnificent city
was a beautiful oasis, surrounded by the vast
and arid expanse of sand over which we have
journeyed since leaving the bend of the Eu-
phrates. It was built amid delightful groves

WORK 127

of palm and fig trees, and supplied with an
abundance of pure water. Tadmor was cele-
brated not only for the beauty of its situation
and the grandeur of its architecture, but also
as a source of great revenue to King Solomon
by reason of its vast wealth, accumulated by’
1ts immense inland commerce with the sur-
rounding countries It was here that the richly
laden caravans from the east unloaded their
treasures in exchange for the commodities of
the west. But Tadmor and the noble monu-
ments of her former glory sink in the distant
sands behind us, and we turn our thoughts to
the next‘ place of historical interest on our
route—Riblah, memorable Riblah—with whose
ruins are associated events ever to be remem-
bered by Israel and Judah, for it was here
that our God visited his final yudgment upon
(t)‘ur )Prmce and rulers. (Pass East second
ime.

We are now at Riblah, and here, amid her
ruins, the reminiscences of a sad past, let us
pause for a season to rest our weary feet and
reflect upon the former glory, the misfortunes
and futpre_ destiny of our people. (Candidates
and Principal Sojourner sit upon the floor.)
Locking ocut upon solitude and desolation
what dark memories crowd into the soul to
st‘op the access to agreeable thought, and how
vividly pass in review before our senses those
scenes of woe, which almost fifty years ago
we beheld enacted even here where we medi-
tate. Then our faces were turned away from
the anger of an incensed God, our backs were
upon the homes of our fathers, and the flames
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of the consuming glories of Zion lighted up
our departure for Babylon and captivity in a
strange land among strangers. )
Though years have passed since were wr.1t-
ten those darkest pages in our country’s his-
tory, yel will memory carry us back to the
days of our childhood and early captivity,
when here in undisputed power sat the Chal-
dean, the avenging agent appointed by our
forgotten God to direct the final outpouring
of his wrath upon our unfortunate King and
rulers. For this, you will remember, was the
headquarters of Nebuchadnezzar, who was not
at Jerusalem, but had remained at Riblah after
defeating the King of Egypt, who, some time
previous, had advanced with a large army to
relieve Zedekiah. And it was here that our
unfortunate King, after his capture on the
plains of Jericho, 1n attempting to escape from
the city, was brought before the Chaldean
monarch. .
Then lowered upon Israel’s rebellious prince
that long-threatened nighl of divine retribu-
tion, which cast its sable folds around him and
forever shut out light and earthly hope, for
the Chaldean, after compelling him to witness
the slaughter of his children and the lords of
his household, put out his eyes and sent him
in chains to Babylon, where he remained in
prison until his death. Thus were fulfilled the
prophecies of Ezekiel and Jeremiah, the seem-
ng contradiction of which led our King to
rebel against the Chaldean. And although
seemingly contradictory in their import, yet
how truly all came to pass as it was written.
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Jerusalem and her Temple were delivered
into the hands of the despoilers, who sacked
and committed them to the flames. Her King
died in Babylon, yet saw it not, and through
long, dreary years as he bowed his wayward
people in humility before his great displeasure.

But, Brethren, though cast down with sor-
row by the sombre recollections of our fall,
which the gloom of our present surroundings
so distinctly recalls, there is another prophecy
even now being fulfilled, the end of which is
not yet, which gives us hope in the future, for
you must remember thai, while the prophet
foretold the destruction of Jerusalem and the
degradation of her people, he also wrote that
the Lord God hath said: “Lo, the days come
that I will bring again the captivity of my
people Israel and Judah, and I will cause them
to return to the land that I gave to their
fathers, and they shall possess it. Again I will
build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of
Israel! For there shall be a day, that the
watchmen upon mount Ephraim shall cry,
Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the
Lord our God.” (Candidates are direcled to
rise.)

How inscrutable are his ways, how infinite
his mercy to his chosen people, for we, his
now repentant servants, are in accordance with
his promise being brought from captivity, and
under his guidance are in part fulfilling that
destiny marked out by him even in the days
of his wrath, when we followed after strange
gods and heeded not his threats and supplica-
tions.

(Between brackets may be omitted.)
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[Then, Brethren, let us again on our knees,
with chastened and obedient spirit and with
an abiding faith in his power and goodness,
give thanks to the God of our fathers for his
protection thus far on our journey, and hum-
bly implore that his mercies may continue
with us through the dangers and vicissitudes
which yet await us.

(Prayer)—O Lord, Thou hast been favor-
able unto the children of Israel, and art bring-
ing them back from captivity. Thou hast for-
given them their iniquity, and hast taken away
a'l Thy wrath. Be Thou exalted, O God, above
the heavens and Thy glory above the earth,
for we have cried unto Thee in our trouble,
and Thou didst lead us forth by the right way
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. Let
the heavens and the earth praise Thee, for
Thou art great and greatly to be praised. Bless
the Lord, and may all that is within us bless
his holy name. Amen,

Rl]se, Brethren, and let us resume our jour-
ney. ‘

The next place of interest to which we
will come 1s Damascus, the oldest and most
delightful y situated city in the world, cele-
brated for the beauty of its scenery, 1ts salu-
brious climate, its luscious fruits, 1ts bright
and sparkling rivers, and as the seat of gov-
ernment of the old ‘Syrian monarchy. (Cross
ruins ) Here is a bridge over the Pharpar,
one of the beautiful streams of Damascus.
(Pass East third time and cross bridge.) From
this point, except a few passes in our own
glorious Lebanon, our journey will be neither
difficult nor dangerous.
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Yonder lies the noble mountain! Its rugged
peaks and deep gorges are rendered as soft in
the blue distance as the outlines of a summer’s
cloud against the western sky. Hail, glorious
Lebanon! Thy lofty head pierces the clouds
and proudly defies the storms! Thy gloomy
forests once rang with the sound of the axes
and echoed the merry songs of the workmen.
Thy deep gorges resounded to the crash of
falling cedars, as the levies under the noble
Adoniram prepared the timbers for the Tem-
ple of the hiving God. Glorious reminiscences
of 470 years of noble deeds by noble men for
God-like purposes!

(Between brackets may be omitted.)

[Brethren, let us once more kneel and look
to the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, and render to him all honor
and praise that, freed from bondage, we are
permitted once more to gaze upon the scenes
of our nativity.

Prayer—QO Lord God of Israel, let us re-
turn thanks unto Thee, and come before Thee
singing praises to Thy Holy Name. Let Israel
rejoice in Him, and let the children of Zion
be joyful in theiwr King, for He doth build up
Jerusalem Praise ye the Lord, O Jerusalem,
and praise Him, O Zion. The Lord shall reign
forever unto all generations, and they shall
praise His works and declare His mighty acts.
Amen

Rise, Brethren.)]

Let us hasten on our almost completed
journey. It will not be long until we pass the
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clay grounds of the Jordan, where all the holy
vessels were cast for the Temple by that
matchless artist, the widow’s son. We are
now approaching the summit of Prospect Hill,
from which Jerusalem can be seen in the dis-
tance.

Ah, there she is, sleeping among her ever-
lasting hills! There are the old olive groves
and vineyards, and dancing merrily over its
pebbly bed are the bright waters of the brook
Kedron. But thy walls are broken down, O
Jerusalem, and scattered over the hillsides are
the mighty works of David and Solomon. O
Jerusalem! Jerusalem! If I forget thee may
my right hand forget her cunning. May my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I
prefer nol thee above my chief joy. Our ene-
mies desired us 1o sing of thee, saying, “Sing
us one of the songs of Zion,” but we preferred
that our harps should hang idly upon the wil-
lows by the river of Babel, for how could we
sing the Lord’s song in a strange land”? Now
thou art desolate, thy walls are broken down
and thy pleasanl places laxd waste. (Hood-
winks are removed ) But see, Brethren, amid
the ruins in the distance is a new building,
temporary in structure. It must be there that
our chief men are mn council concerting plans
for rebuilding the house of the Lord Let us
go up and offer our services in this noble and
glorious work. (Cable tows are removed and
shoes put on. Do not take candidates out of
Chapter Room.) Brethren, here is the Taber-

nacle Let us ask permission to enter. (Give
EE L3 ***‘)
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M. F. V.—Who dares approach this First
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle? Assemble,

Companions, the enemy 1s al hand!

(Master of the First Vell steps outside the First
Veil. The other Masters of the Veils come quickly
forward Master of the First Veil agamn demands:)

M. F. V—Who comes here?

. P. S.—Three weary sojourners, who have
come up from Babylon to help, aid, and assist
in rebuilding the House of the Lord, without
the hope of fee or reward.

M. F. V.—By an order of the Council, now
in session, issued in consequence of disturb-
ances having arisen from the introduction of
strangers among the workmen, none are per-
mitted to engage in this noble and glorious
work except the true descendants of the iribes
of Judah and Benjamin. You will therefore
be careful in tracing your genealogy. Who
are you?

P, S.—We are of your own brethren and
kin; children of the captivity; true descend-
ants of those noble families of Giblemites sent
hither at the building of the first Temple. We
have been regularly initiated, passed, and
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason;
advanced to the honorary degree of Mark
Master; inducted into the Oriental Chair; and
received and acknowledged Most Excellent
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Masters. We were also present at the destruc-
tion of the first Temple by Nebuzaradan, by
whom we were carried away captives to the
King of Babylon, where we have remained
subject to him and his successors until the
reign of Cyrus, King of Persia, by whose re-
cent proclamation we have been liberated, and
have now come up to help, aid, and assist in
this noble and glorious work.

M. F. V.—By what particular right or ben-
efil do you expect to gain admittance?

P. S.—By the words of Him who hath sent
us.

M. F. V.—.Who hath sent you?

P. S—The God of"your fathers.

M. F. V.—What is his name?

P.S—IATIA. IA (1-3) hath sent us
unto you.

M. F. V.—Enter this First Veil of our sacred
Tabernacle.

(Masters of the other Veils return to their sta-
tions. Candidates are conducted by the Principal
Sojourner within the First Veil.)

M F.V.—Three Most Excellent Masters you
must have been, thus far to have come to pro-
mote this noble and glorious work, but fur-
ther you cannot go without my passwords,
sign, and words of explanation. My passwords
are S (6-1), H (5-7), and J (10-1). My sign
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1s this (gives sign), and is in imitation of that
sign given by the Lord unto Moses when He
commanded him to cast his rod upon the
ground. My words of explanation are explan-
atory of that sign, and are to be found in the
writings of Moses, as follows:

“And Moses answered and said, But behold,
they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my
voice: for they will say, The Lord hath not
appeared unto thee. And the Lord said unto
him, What 1s that in thine hand? And he said,
A rod. And He said, Cast it on the ground.
And he cast it on the ground, and it became
a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. And
the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine
hand, and take 1t by the tail. And he put forth
his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod
in his hand. That they may believe thal the
Lord God of thewr fathers, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
hath appeared unto thee.”

Your alarm 1n future will be seven distinct
knocks. You have my permission to pass.

(Advancing to the Second Veil, the Principal So-
journer gives the alarm of *#¥ *#* %)

M S. V.—Who dares approach this Second
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle? (Steps out-
side.) Who comes here?

P. S.—Three weary sojourners, Most Excel-
lent Masters, who have come up from Babylon
to help, aid, and assist in rebuilding the House



136 : RovAar ArcH MASON

of the Lord, without the hope of fee or reward.

M. S. V.—By what particular right or bene-
fit do you expect to gain admittance?

P. S.—By ihe passwords, sign, and words of
explanation of the Master of the First Veil.

M. S. V.—What are his passwords?

P. S.—S (6-1), H (5-7), and J (10-1).

M. S, V.—What is his sign?

P. S.—It is this (gives sign), and is 1n imi-
tation of that sign given by "the Lord unto
Moses when He commanded him to cast his
rod upon the ground.

M. S. V—What are his words of explana-
tion?

P. S.—Explanatory of that sign, and are to
be found in the writings of Moses.

M. S. V.—Enter this Second Veil of our
sacred Tabernacle. (Done.) Three Most Excel-
lent Masters you must have been thus far to
have come to promote this noble and glorious
work, but further you cannot go without my
passwords, sign, and words of explanation.
My passwords are M (2-3), A (7-10), and B
(3-6). My sign is this (gives sign), and is in
imitation of that sign given by the Lord unto
Moses when He commanded him to put his
hand into his bosom. My words of explana-
tion are explanatory of that sign, and are to

WOoRK . 137

be found in the writings of Moses, as follows:

“And the Lord said furthermore unto him,
Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he
put his hand into his bosom: and when he took
1t out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow.
And he said, 'Put thine hand into thy bosom
agam And he put his hand into his bosom
again, and he plucked it out of his bosom, and,
behold, 1t was turned again as his other ﬂesh
And it shall come to pass, if they will not be-
lieve thee, neither hearken to the voice of the
first sign, that they will believe the voice of
the latter sign.”

You have my permission to pass.

(Advancing to the Third Veil, the Principal So-
journer makes alarm by giving DIETRES)

M. T. V.—Who dares approach this Third
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle? (Steps out-
side.) Who comes here?

P. S.—Three weary sojourners, Most Excel-
lent Masters, who have come up from Babylon
to help, aid, and assist in rebuilding the House
of the Lord, without the hope of fee or reward.

M. T. V.—By what particular right or ben-
efit do you expect to gain admittance?

P S.—By the passwords, sign, and words of
explanation of the Master of the Second Veil.

M. T. V—What are his passwords?

P. S—M (2-3), A (7-10), and B (3-6).

M. T, V.—~What is his sign? ’
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P. S.—It is this (gives sign), and is in imt-
tation of that sign given by the Lord unto
Moses when He commanded him to put his
hand into his bosom.

M. T. V.—What are his words of explana-
tion?

P. S.—Explanatory of that sign, and are to ‘

be found 1n the writings of Moses,

M. T. V.—Enter this Third Veil of our
Sacred Tabernacle. (They enter.) Three Most
Excellent Masters you must have been thus
far to have come to promote this noble and
glorious work, but further you cannot go with-
out my passwords, sign, and words of explana-
tion, and this s (9-5) (gives it to Principal
Sojourner). My passwords are J (6-10), Z
(5-5), and H (4-3) My sign is this (gives
sign), and 15 1n imitation of that sign given
by the Lord unto Moses when He commanded
him to take of the water of the river and pour
1t upon the dry land. My words of explana-
tion are explanatory of that sign, and are to
be found in the writings of Moses, as follows:

“And it shall come to pass, if they will not
believe also these two signs, neither hearken
unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the

water of the river, and pour it upon the dry
land; and the water which thou takest out of
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. the river shall become blood upon the dry

land ”
You have my permission to pass.

(Advancing to the Fourth Veil, the Prmcxpal So-
Jjourner makes alarm by giving viw wan *)

R. A. C.—Who dares approach this Fourth
Vell of our sacred Tabernacle, where incense
burns upon our holy altar both day and
night? (Steps outside.) Who comes here?

P. S —Three weary sojourners, Most Excel-
lent Masters, who have come up from Babylon
to help, aid, and assist in rebuilding the
House of the Lord, without the hope of fee
or reward

R. A. C.—By what particular right or bene-
fit do you expect to gain admittance?

P. S —By the passwords, sign, and words of
explanation of the Master of the Third Veil,
and this s (9-5).

R. A. C.—What are his passwords?

P. S.—J (6-10), Z (5-5), and H (4-3)

R. A. C.—What is his sign?

P. S.—1It is this (gives sign), and is in imi-
tation of that sign given by the Lord unto
Moses when He commanded him to take of
the water of the river and pour it upon the
dry land.

R. A. C.—What are his words of explana-
tion?
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P. S—Explanatory of that sign, and are to
be found in the writings of Moses.

R. A. C.—Present the s (9-5). (Done.) You
will wait until the Captain of the Host can be
informed of your request and his answer re-
turned.

(Royal Arch Captain returns within the Fourth
Veil, The pot of incense should now be lighted, so
as to be burning upon the altar in front of the Coun-
cil when the candidates enter)

R. A. C.—Companion Captain of the Host,
there are without three weary sojourners who
have come up from Babylon to help, aid, and
assist in the noble and glorious work of re-
building the House of the Lord, without the
hope of fee or reward. They claim to be Most
Excellent Masters, and as such have made
themselves known to the guards, and now
await permission to appear before the Council.

C. of H—By what particular right or bene-
fit do they expect to gain admittance?

R. A. C.—By the passwords, sign, and words
of explanation of the Master of the Third
Veil, and this s (9-5).

C. of H—Present the s (9-5). (Done.) Ex-
cellent High Priest, there are without three
weary sojourners, who have come up from
Babylon to help, aid, and assist in the noble
and glorious work of rebuilding the House of
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the Lord, without the hope of fee or reward.
They claim to be Most Excellent Masters, and
as such have made themselves known to the
guards, and now await permission to appear
before the Council.

E. H. P.—By what particular right or benefit
do they expect to gain admitlance?

C. of H—By the passwords, sign, and words
of explanation of the Master of the Third Veil,
and this s (9-5).

E. H. P—Present the s (9-5). Done.

E. H. P.—(Handing s (9-5) to S). Do you
recognize this s (9-5)?

S.—It appears to be Z's S (5-1). (Hands s
(9-5) to K).

K.—It must be the S o T (4-7). (Returns
it to E. H. P.).

E. H. P.—The Council recognizes this a Z’s
S (5-1), the S o T (4-7). It is my order that
the three sojourners be admitted.

C. of H. (to R. A. C.)—Admit them.

R. A. C. (to candidates)—Enter.

(The Captain of the Host standing north and the
Royal Arch Captain south of the entrance to the
Fourth Vell, the candidates are conducted before
the Council by the Principal Sojourner, who stands
at their right Scribe stands and recites:)

In the seventh month, in the one and twen-
tieth day of the month, came the word of the
Lord unto me saying: Speak now to Zerub-
babel, the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
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and to Jeshua, the son of Josedech, the High
Priest, and to the residue of the people, say-
ing, Who 1s left among you that saw this house
i her first glory? And how do you see 1t
now? Is it not in your eyes, in comparison
of it, as nothing? Yet now be strong, O Zerub-
babel, and be strong, O Jeshua, the son of Jose-
dech, the High Priest, and be strong, all ye
people of the land, said the Lord, and work,
for [ am with you, saith the Lord of Hosts. I
will take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the
son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will make
thee as a signet; for I have chosen thee.

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, these are
the three weary sojourners to whom permis-
sion has been granted to appear before the
Council.

E. H. P.—The Council will hear your rea-
sons for seeking this audience.

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe, we are three Most Excellent Masters,
of your own Brethren and kin, children of the
captivity, and, impelled by our devotion to the
God of our fathers, our love for our brethren,
and our grief at the sad condition of the Holy
Temple, have come up from Babylon through
many weary days of journeying, and beset by
many dangers and difficulties, for the purpose
of offering our services in the noble and glo-
rious work of rebuilding the House of the
Lord, without the hope of fee or reward.

-
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E. H. P.—Having represented yourselves to
be Most Excellent Masters, what evidence can
you produce to satisfy the Council that you are
such?

P. S.—We can give the passwords and signs
of the various degrees through which we have
passed.

E. H. P.—Give the signs.

(Candidates give signs from Mark Master to Most
Excellent Master, inclusive Council consults )

E. H. P. (to K. and S.)—Are you satisfied
that they are Most Excellent Masters?

K. and S.—We are.

E. H. P.—Brethren, the Council is satisfied
that you are Most Excellent Masters, and ac-
cepts with pleasure your proffered assistance.
What part of the work are you willing to un-
dertake?

P. S —Any part, Excellent High Priest, even
the most servile, to promote so noble and glo-
rious a work.

E. H. P. (fo S.)—Where should they com-
mence their labors?

S.—It will be necessary to remove more of
the rubbish from the ruins of King Solomon’s
Temple 1n order to lay our foundation.

K.—Charge them to observe and preserve
everything of possible importance, which they
may discover.

E H P.—The Council is satisfied of your
ability to perform any part, even the most
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difficult; but as it is necessary to remove some
more of the rubbish from the easternmost
parts of the ruins, in order to lay the founda-
tions of the second Temple, you will com-
mence your labors there, You will be careful
to observe and preserve everything of im-
portance, as we have no doubt that many val-
uable models of excellence lie buried there,
which, 1f brought to light, will prove of
essential service to the Craft. Companion
Captain of the Host, you will furnish the
Brethren with amworkmg tools.’

(Captain of the Host supplies the candidates vt
apamv—ard with the crow, pickax, and spade )

E. H. P.—The Working Tools of a Royal
Arch Mason are the Crow, Pickax, and Spade.
The Crow is used by operative Masons to raise
things of great weight and bulk; the Pickax
to loosen the soil and prepare it for digging,
and the Spade to remove rubbish. But the
Royal Arch Mason is emblematically taught
to make use of them for more noble and glo~
rious purposes. By them he is reminded that
it is his sacred duty to lift from his mind the
heavy weight of passions and prejudices that
encumber his progress toward virtue, loosen-
ing the hold which long habits of sin and folly
have had upon his disposition, and removing
the rubbish of vice and ignorance which pre-
vents his beholding that eternal foundation of
truth and wisdom on which he is to erect the
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spiritual, moral, and Masonic temple of his life.

Companion Captain of the Host, you will
conduct the Brethren to the scene of their
labors.

(Captain of the Host directs the candidates to fol-
low him to the scene of their labors, where he leaves
them in charge of the Principal Sojourner, and re-
turns to his station The candidates, under the di-
rection of the Principal Sojourner, discover the k
(8-3), remove 1t from 1its place 1n a genumne a (6-3),
and return with 1t to report. Principal Sogourner
gives *** *¥% ¥ at First Veil.)

M, F. V.—Who comes here?

P. S.—Workmen from the ruins with discov-
eries.

M. F. V. (to M. 8. V.)—Workmen from the
ruins with discoveries.

M. S. V. (to M. T. V.)—Workmen from the
ruins with discoveries.

M. T. V. (to R. A. C.)—Workmen from the
ruins with discoveries.

R. A. C. (to C. of H.)—Workmen from the
rumns with discoveries.

C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, there are
without workmen from the ruins with dis-
coveries.

E. H. P.—Let them enter.

C. of H. (to R. A. C.)—Let them enter.

R.A.C (to M.T. V.)—Let them enter.

M T.V. (to M. S V.)—Let them enter.
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M.S V. (toM F.V )—Let them enter.
M. F. V. (to candidates)—Enter.

(Candidates pass through the veils and stand be-
fore the Council, one of them bearmng k (8-3)
Scribe stands and addresses H P, and says.)

Hear, O King, what the Prophet Zechariah
has to say concerning thy success. (Reads.)

This 1s the word of the Lord unto Zerub-
babel, saying, not by might nor by power, but
by my spirit. Who art thou, O great mountain?
Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain,
and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof
with shouting, crying, grace, grace unto it.
Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying, the hands ol Zerubbabel have laid
the foundation of this house; his hands shall
also finish 1t; and thou shalt know that the
Lord of Hosts hath sent me unto you. For
who hath despised the day of small things?
For they shall rejoice, and shall see the plum-
met in the hand of Zerubbabel

E. H. P.—Brethren, what report have you
to make?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King and
Scribe, we repaired to the scene of our labors
as directed, and wrought diligently for three
days, without discovering anything of impor-
tance, except passing the ruins of several col-
umns of the different orders of architecture.
On the fourth day we came to what we sup-
posed to be an impenetrable rock. One of my
companions, on striking it with a crow, ob-
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served that 1t returned a hollow sound, where-
upon we redoubled our efforts, and on remov-
ing more of the rubbish, found it to be the
top of an a (6-3), from the apex of which,
with much difficulty, we succeeded in raising
this stone of curious form, and having en-
graved upon 1ts sides certain mysterious char-
acters. Deeming this an important discovery,
we have brought it up and present it to the
Council for your inspection.
(The Council exammes k (8-3) carefully.)

E.H P. (to S.)—Do you recognize that m?

S —1It is evidently the m of a Mark Master
Mason. 1t must be the k (8-3) of an a (6-3).

K.—This should lead to more important dis-
coveries

E H. P—This is indeed an important dis-

covery. The Council is of the opinion that this
1s the k (8-3) of an a (6-3), and wrought by
a Mark Master Mason; and, from the situation
in which it was found, will undoubtedly lead
to other important discoveries. Are you will-
ing to penetrate this a (6-3) mn search of
treasure?

P. S.—Although the task will be attended
with difficulty, and perhaps danger, yet we
are willing 1o make the attempt, to promote
so noble and glorious a work.

E. H. P—Then go, my Brethren, and may
the God of your fathers be with you.
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(Principal Sojourner and candidates return to the
rumms; widen the aperture, fasten a cable tow seven
times around the body of the second candidate; low-
er him into the v (3-4); he discovers t s (3-5), and is
raised out of the v (3-4) All return, make the same
alarm as before at the First Veil, and same an-
nouncement goes to the Figh Priest and order re-
turned for their admission as before. They stand
before the Council. The King stands and recites.)

In that day will I raise up the Tabernacle
of David that is fallen, and close up the
breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins,
and I will build it as of old.

E. H. P.—Brethren, what report have you to
make?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King and
Scribe, we returned 1o the scene of our labors
as before, and, after removing some more of
the stones to widen the aperture, we fastened
a cable tow seven times around the body of
one of my companions to assist him in de-
scending; and it was agreed that he should
shake the cable to the right as a signal to
ascend. In this manner he descended, and
after some search discovered t s (3-5). The
place now becoming offensive by reason of the
moist air which had long been confined there-
in, he gave the signal to ascend. Deeming
these an important discovery, we have brought
them up and present them to the Council for
your inspection.

(Council examines the t s (3-5) with profound in-
terest )
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E. H. P. (handing one j (10-2) to S. and
one to K.)—Do you recognize these j (10-2)?

S.—They are evidently the j (10-2) of Past
Masters.

K.—They appear to be the j (10-2) of Grand
Masters.

E. H. P.—This is indeed a most important
discovery. The Council is of the opinion that
they are the j (10-2) of Past Masters, and
probably those w (8-4) by our three ancient
Grand Masters, Solomon, King of Israel;
Hiram, King of Tyre; and Hiram Abif, and
from the place where they were found will
undoubtedly lead to still further and more
important discoveries. Are you willing to pen-
etrate this a (6-3) again in search of further
treasure?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, although the
task will be attended with great difficulty, and
perhaps great danger, yet we are willing to
make the attempt, even at the peril of our
lives, to promote so noble and glorious a work.

E. H. P—You will then return to the scene
of your labors, and rest assured that your val-
uable services shall not be unrewarded.

(Principal Sojourner and candidates return to
ruins; third candidate is lowered to d v (3-4);
discovers a (4-10); is raised out of the v (3-4), and
all return. bearing the a (4-10), with the same cere-
montes as before, and stand before the Council.)
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E.H.P.—Brethren, what report have you to
make?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe, we returned to the scene of our labors
as before, where one of my companions de-
scended as before. The sun had now reached
the meridian, and shone with such refulgent
splendor into the innermost recesses of the a
(6-3) that he was enabled to discover upon a
pedestal 1n the easternmost part thereof this
curiously-wrought box, overlaid with pure
gold, and having upon 1its top and sides cer-
tain mysterious characters. Availing himself
of this treasure, he gave the signal, and on
ascending he found his hand involuntarily
placed in this position (gives penal sign), to
protect his eyes from the intense lLight and
heat of the sun We have again returned to
the Council, and present this box for your
inspection.

(The a (4-10) 1s placed upon a pedestal in front of
the High Priest Excellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe rise and examine 1t with great care.)

E. H. P. (to S. and K.)—Do you recognize
those characters?

S.—1I do not

K.—Neither do 1.

£. H. P —The Council is equally as ignorant
as yourselves as to the box and the several
mysterious characters on its top and sides.
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Companions King and Scribe, let us open it,
and by its contents we may be able to deter-
mine its true character. Peradventure, it may
contain matters of value to the craft and to
our people. Companion Captain of the Host,
open this box with care and present its con-
tents.

King—Hold, Companion Captain of the
Host! Excellent High Priest, this may indeed
prove to be the A o1 C (10-4). If so, it is not
proper that less consecrated hands than those
of the High Priest himself should touch it.

E. H. P.—Companion King, your suggestion
is timely.

(The High Priest then opens the box mn a rever-
ential manner and takes out a scroll of parchment,
which he hands to the Seribe The Scribe examines
and reads from the scroll )

In the beginning God created lhe heaven
and the earth. And the earth was without
form, and void; and darkness was upon the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters. And God said,
Let there be light: and there was light.

And it came to pass, when Moses had made
an end of writing the words of this law in a
book, until they were finished, that Moses
commanded the Levites, which bare the ark
of the covenant of the Lord, saying, take this
book of the law, and put it in the side of ark
of the covenant of the Lord vour God, that it
may be there for a witness against thee
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Scribe—Is not this the B o t L (9-7)?

(Scribe hands scroll in front of Excellent High
Priest to King, who examines and says:)

King—This appears to be the B o t L (9-7).

(King hands scroll to High Priest, who says:)

E.H. P—The Bot L (9-7)! Long lost, now
found! Holiness to the Lord! (Gives penal

sign with scroll.)

(King and Scribe, each in turn, take the scroll,
give penal sign the same way, and make the same
exclamation. Scribe retamng the scroll, continues to
examine it, and while the High Priest is examining
the contents of the a (4-10) the Scribe reads:)

And Moses said, this is the thing which the
Lord commandeth, fill an omer of the manna,
to be kept for your generations, that they may
see the bread wherewith [ have fed you in
the wilderness, when I brought you forth from
the land of Egypt. And Moses said unto
Aaron, take a pot, and put an omer full of
manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord,
to be kept for your generations. As the Lord
commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before

the testimony to be kept.

(During the reading the High Priest takes out the
p o m (4-9) and hands it to the Scribe, who exam-
mes and says-‘)

Scribe—Is not this a p o m (4-9)?
K (Ha{lds 1t in front of Excellent High Priest to the
ng

King—It appears to be a p o m (4-9).
(Hands 1t to the High Priest )
E. H. P.—This is the p o m (4-9) which

Moses by divine command laid up in the side
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of the a (4-10) as a memorial of the miracu-
lous manner in which the children of Israel
were supplied with that article of food forty
years in the wilderness.

(The High Priest then continues his search m the
a (4-10). and the Scrnibe reads from the scroll:)

And the Lord said unto Moses, bring A r
(6-2) again before the testimony, to be kept
for a token

(During the reading the High Priest takes out A
r (6-2)) and hands 1t to the Scribe, who examines and
says’

Scribe—Is not this A r (6-2)?
K(Ha)nds it in front of Excellent High Priest to the
ng.

King—TIt appears to be A r (6-2).

(Hands 1t to the High Priest.)

E. H P—This 1s the r o A (10-8), which
budded, blossoined, and brought forth fruit in
a day, and which Moses by divine command
laid up in the side of the a (4-10) as a testi-
mony of the appointment of the Levites to the
Priesthood.

(The Scribe continues to examine the scroll, and
reads:}

And God spake unto Moses, and =said unto
him, I am the Lord; and I appeared unto Abra-
ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name
of God Almighty; but by my name Jehovah
was I not known to them.

(As the Scribe reads the scroll, a piece of tpaper

falls )out. The Scribe picks 1t up, examines it, and
says:
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Scribe—I1s not this a key?
K(Ha)nds 1t 1n front of Excellent High Priest to the
ng

King—It appears to be a key.

(The King hands the paper to the High Priest,
who examines 1t and compares it carefully with the
characters on the a (4-10), and says:)

E H. P—This must be a key to the mys-
terious characters on the top and sides of the
box.

(Counell consults and compares the key with the
characters )

E. H. P.—Brethren, the Council is of the
opinion that this most valuable discovery is
an 1mitation of the sacred A o t C (10-4), con-
taining copies of the B ot L (9-7), apom
(4-9), A r (6-2), and a piece of parchment,
having on it, apparently, a key, the applica-
tion of which we have not yet fully deter-
mined. The original a (4-10), built by M (2-3),
A (7-10), and B (3-6), was burned when the
first Temple was destroyed. Of this imitation,
the traditions of Masonry give the only au-
thentic account. As the first a (4-10) was the
symbol of the divine presence with and pro-
tection of the Jewish people and pledge of the
stability of their nation so long as they obeyed
the commands of God, so is this copy a symbol
of God’s presence with us so long as we live
conformably to the precepts contained in the
Book of the Law
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(The High Priest replaces all the articles within
the a (4-10) except the key The Royal Arch ode
should be sung, all standing:)

Tune: “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.”

Joy, the sacred Law 1s found;

Now the Temple stands complete;
Gladly let us gather round

Where the Pontiff holds his seat.
Now he spreads the volume wide,

Opening forth its leaves today;
And the Monarch by his side

Gazes on the bright display.

Joy, the secret vault is found!
Full the sunbeam falls within,
Pointing darkly underground
To the treasures we would win;
They have brought it forth to light,
And again it cheers the earth;
All its leaves are purely bright,
Shining in their newest worth.

This shall be the Sacred Mark
Which shall guide us to the skies,
Bearing like a Holy Ark
All the hearts who love to rise;
; This shall be the corner stone
Which the builders threw away,
But was found the only one
Fitted for the arch’s stay.

(During the singing the High Priest further com-
pares the key with the characters, and then ad-
dresses the candidates:)
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LETTERING ON THE ARK

ON THE TOP

Front. Back. Right end. | Left ena. ’
I <ol Z > 2 M 0

It is the order of the Grand Chapter of Ten-
nessee that the Ark used in Subordinate Chap- ;
ters conform to the above lettering.
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E. H. P.—By this key we are enabled to
read these mysterious characters. On three
sidesarethenooaGM—S KoL HKoT
a H A (3-1). On the fourth side is the date
when the deposit was made by them, A. L.
3000, A. L. being an abbreviation for Anno
Lucis, meaning in the Year of Light or the
Year of the World. The characters on the
three sides of the t (3-7) on the top of the a
ftnoDitS,CaEl,awgaowtftGR
AW (2-9). On the top isalsot 11 M M W
(1-2),t G a S N o D (4-5), which was com-
municated by the Lord unto Moses at the
burning bush and was lost at the death of G
M H A (1-5). This word is composed of four
Hebrew characters, corresponding in our lan-
guage to (5-3), and three vowels without
which it cannot be pronounced-and which are
supplied by the key words on the three sides
of the t (3-7), which is itself an emblem of
the Deity. And now, as a reward for your
valuable labors, we will invest you with these
august secrets and appoint you Masters of the
Veils. (If there are more than three candi-
dates 1n the class, the High Priest will say “as
you swore in your .obligation that you would
nbpatettdoagolnttaoatst, the
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Captain of Host will now conduct all except
three of you to the anteroom.”)

The Council, with the assistance of the Cap-
tain of the Host, Principal Sojourner and Royal
Arch Captain, will now instruct you. We will

first communicate to you the G R A W (10-5).

(Groups are formed as described in the opening
High Priest, Captain of the Host, and one candidate
form one group, King, Principal Sojourner, and one
candidate form one group, Scribe, Royal Arch Cap-
tain, and one candidate form one group )

E H. P.—As we three did agree in peace,
love, and unity the S W to s; as we three
did agree in peace, love, and unity the S W
to k, so we three do now agree in peace, love,
and unitytora R A. B3x3. (GRAW
(10-5) communicated as in the opening. Do
not lower 1 a,) Retain same position of your
hands and right feet; all kneel on left knee.
We will now communicate t y t IN oD, t 11
M M W (1-2) (Done by syllables, thrice re-
peated, as with the G R A W—10-5) Rise.

(Groups rise, balance 3 x 3, give p s, and officers
return to their stations Companions are seated, and
candidates stand in front of the East)

E. H. P—My Companrons, you swore in
your obligation that you would not give the
G R A W (10-5) or mmpart the G a S N (6-6)
in any other way, form, or manner than that
m which you have just received them, which
is by three times three, under a 1 a (4~4), and
over a t (3-7), and in the latier case, on bend-
ed knee.

E. H P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will see that the newly exalted Com-
panions are clothed as Royal Arch Masons

(C of H presents each new Companion with a

A apron, and, with the assistance of other
officers, sees that all are properly clothed, after
which the E H P proceeds )

E H P.—The apron of a Royal Arch Mason
1s white, bordered with red,

White symbolizes the purity of your in-
tentions, and red the fervency and zeal that
should actuate you in the performance of
every duty in promoting the noble and glori-
ous work of building the Temple of your life,
and 1n your labors for all mankind

The emblem of a Royal Arch Mason 1s the
Triple Tau within a triangle encompassed by
a circle. The equlateral, or perfect triangle,
is emblematical of the Deity—the one living
and true God, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
and symbolizes His unity and the Great
Trinity of His attributes; while the eircle
represents the Universe created by Him,
whose center is everywhere and whose cir-
cumference extends to the boundless realms
of Eternity

The Triple Tau 1s a symbol of the True
Word, and 1s therefore the appropriate em-
blem of those who discover in this Degree, the
mystery of the Great and Sacred Name, and
learn fo revere God and worship Him
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(The High Priest explains briefly the key and its
application to the characters on the sides and top of

. the box, calls attention to obligation to destroy key,

also the penal sign and grand hatling sign; states
that there 1s no grip m this degree, and, if time
permits, the candidates may be seated in front of
the East while he delivers to them the following.)

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

My Companions, having passed through the
ceremonies of this degree, you must have
perceived its relative importance. It is calcu-
lated to impress upon our minds a firm belief
1in the being and existence of God, and it
teaches a due reverence for His great and
Holy Name. If also brings to light some of the
most important secrets of the Craft which had
lain buried in darkness from the death of
Grand Master Hiram Abif to the erection of
the second Temple, and without which the
Masonic character 1s not complete The de-
gree of the Royal Arch 1s founded upon the
destruction of the first and the building of the
second Temple.

It 1s merely the evolution of a truth con-
tained in the early Third Degree. It is not,
strictly speaking, a “higher degree,” but the
last vclume of the series in a sublime story
revealed through symbolism The Master’s
Degree without the Royal Arch 1s a story half
told, a song unsung, and a promise unfulfilled.

The history of the 418 years from the com-
pletion of the first Temple to its destruction
by Nebuchadnezzar 1s filled with the glories,
the triumphs, the final fall and degradation of
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the Kingdom of Judah, and the dispersion and
loss of the Kingdom of Israel.

To the student of Biblical and ancient his-
tory, 1t is needless to recount the tragic events
connected with, and the end of, the ten tribes
of Israel, the history of which began with
their revolt under Jeroboam, after the death
of King Solomon. Neither is it necessary to
dwell upon the history of the two remaining
tribes, Judah and Benjamin, which formed the
Kingdom of Judah and remained faithful in
their allegiance {o Rehoboam, the son of Solo-
mon

In the year 586 B.C. the Temple of Solomon
was razed and burned to the ground by Neb-
uchadnezzar, King of the Chaldeans; the faith-
less Zedekiah, the last of Judah'’s Kings, was
made sightless and cast into a dungeon in
Babylon. The holy vessels, the famous brazen
ptllars and all the treasures of the King’s
house, of his palaces, and of his Princes, were
carried away. Judah lay waste. The Temple
of God was desolate. The remnants of the peo-
ple, except the very poor that escaped the
sword, were made captives in a foreign land

Forty-eight years afler the destruction of
the first Temple, in the first year of his reign,
Cyrus, King of Persia, 1ssued an edict grant-
ing permission to the captives to return to
their own land and to rebuild the Temple of
their God. He appointed Zerubbabel, a Prince
of the House of Judah, Governor of the peo-
ple, under whese guidance and direclion the
rebuilding of the Temple at Jerusalem was
begun But owing {o the poverty of the peo-
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ple, und the hindrance by their enemies, very
litlle was accomplished until eighteen years
later, when Darius the King issued an edict
thal the Jews should no longer be hindered or
impeded in the noble and glorious work of
rebuilding the House of the Lord. He also
caused the sacred treasures to be sent back to
Jerusalem, and, by royal command, directed
that the expenses of rebuilding the Temple
should be paid out of the King’s treasury.

In the year 520 B.C, under the stirring ap-
peals of the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah,
Zerubbabel again began the rebuilding of the
House of the Lord. It was completed in the
year 516 B.C. Thus in the period from' the
destruction of the first Temple to the comple-
tion of the second Temple, we find the ful-
fillment of the seventy years of captivity as
foretold by Jeremiah

The first Grand Council formed at Jerusa-
lem for the purpose of rebuilding the Temple
consisted of Zerubbabel as King, Jeshua, the
son of Josedech, as the High Priest, and Hag-
gai, the prophet, as Scribe. They held their
meetings in the Tabernacle, which was similar
in structure and color design to the one erect-
ed by Moses in the wilderness This Taber-
nacle was erected near the ruins of the first
Temple, and guards were stationed at the en-
trance to the Veils to see that none were per-
mitlicd to enter but such as were duly qualified
by being true descendants of the tribes of Ju-
dah and 1Benjamin, and by making themselves
known by the words given by God unto Moses
at the huinme bush.
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In this degree you represenied three of those
Hebrew captives, who, rejoicing in their new-
ly found freedom, made their toilsome and
weary march over rough and rugged roads
from Babylon to Jerusalem; and, having prov-
en worthy, you were admitted into the pres-
ence of the Grand Council as three weary so-
journers from Babylonian captivity, who had
come hither to assist in the noble and glorious
work of rebulding the city and House of the
Lord, without the hope of fee or reward,
where you expressed a willingness to under-
take any portion of the work, however humble
it might be. You began your labors, during
which certain important discoveries were
made, the chief of which was the long-lost
Master’s Word.

(The Excellent High Priest requests the class to
rise, if seated, and delivers the following:)

CHARGE

Worthy Companions, by the consent and
assistance of the members of this Chapter, you
are now exalted to the sublime and honorable
degree of Royal Arch Mason. The rites and
mysteries developed in this degree have been
handed down, through a chosen few, un-
changed by time and uncontirolled by preju-
dice; and we expect and trust they will be
regarded by you wilh the same veneration
and transmitted with the same scrupulous
purity to your successors.

No one can reflect on the ceremonies of
gainmg admittance into this place without be-
ing foreibly struck with the important lessons
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which they teach. Here we are necessarily led
to contemplate, with gratitude and admiration,
the sacred source whence all earthly comforts
flow. Here we find additional inducements to
c¢onlinue steadfast and immovable in the dis-
charge of our respective duties; and here we
nre bound by the most solemn ties to promote
cuch other’s welfare and correct each other’s
falllngs, by advice, admonitions, and reproof.
A8 It is our earnest desire, and a duty we owe
10 our companions of this Order, that the ad-
mlgsion of every candidaie into this Chapter
ghould be attended by the approbation of the
most scutinizing eye, we hope always to pos-
sess the satisfaction of finding none among us
but such as will promote, to the utmost of
their power, the great end of our Institution.

By paying due attention to this determina-
tion, we expect you will never recommend any
candidate to this Chapter whose abilities and
knowledge of the preceding degrees you can-
not freely vouch for, and who you do not
firmly and confidently believe will fully con-
form to the prineciples of our Order, and fulfill
the obligations of a Royal Arch Mason.

While such are our members, we may ex-
pecl to be united 1in one object, without luke-
warmness, inattention, or neglect; that zeal,
fidelity, and affection will be the distinguish-
ing characteristies of our society; and that sat-
1sfaction, harmony, and peace may be enjoyed
at our meetings which no other society can
afford.
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E H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will seat our newly-exalted Companions
among the other Companions.

REGULAR CLOSING

(Short form for closing stated meeting only, on
page 170 R
E H. P.—'— Companion Captain of the

Host (Captain of the Host rises and responds:
“BExcellenl High Priest”), you will take the
preliminary steps to close this Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons. :

C. of H—Companion Royal Arch Captain
(Royal Arch Captain rises and responds:
“Companion Captain of the Host”), when a
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is about to be
closed, what is your duty?

R. A. C.—To see that the Sentinel is at his
post and {he Tabernacle is securely guarded.

C. of H.—You will perform that duty and
inform the Sentinel that the Excellent High
Priest is about to close this Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons, and direct him to guard accord-
ingly.

{Royal Arch Captain goes to the door, knocks ***

*#x % which 1s answered by the Sentinel 1in the same
manner Roval Arch Captain opens the door )

R. A C.—Companion Sentinel, the Excel-
lent High Priest 1s about to close this Chapter
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of Royal Arch Masons, and directs that you
guard accordingly.

Sentinel—His order shall be obeyed.

(Royal Arch Captain closes the door and returns
Lo his station.)

R. A. C.—Companion Captain of the Host,
your order has been obeyed.

C. of H—Thank you; be seated.

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H. P—Companion Captain of the Host,
at the opening of this Chapter you informed
me that it was composed of nine or more.
When of nine only, who are they?

C. of H.—The Excellent High Priest, Com-
panions King, Scribe, Captain of the Host,
Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Captain, and
three Masters of the Veils.

E. H. P.—Whom do the first three represent?

C. of H—J (6-10), Z (5-5), and H (4-3),
who composed the first Grand Council assem-
bled at Jerusalem after the destruction of the
first Temple, and held their meetings in the
Tabernacle.

E. H. P.—Whom do the last three represent?

C. of H—Those three of our ancient Breth-
ren who were instrumental in bringing to light
the principal secrets of this degree, after they
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had lain buried in darkness from the death of
G M H A (1-8) until the building of the sec-
ond Temple, a perrod of 470 years, and who
for their valuable services were appointed
Masters of the Veils.

E. H. P.—How many veils were there?

C. of H—Four.

E. H. P —To what do they allude?

C. of H—To the four principal tribes of
Israel which bore their banners in the wilder-
ness—Judah, Ephraim, Reuben, and Dan—
whose emblems were the lion, the ox, the man,
and the eagle.

E. H. P—Where were these veils placed?

C. of H.—In the outer courts of the Taber-
nacle,

E. H. P.—For what purpose?

C. of H—To serve as coverings for the Tab-
ernacle and stations for the guards.

E. H. P.—Why were guards placed there?

C. of H.—To see that none entered but such
as were duly qualified and had permission,
none being admitted to the presence of the
Excellent High Priest, King, and Scribe, sit-
ting in council, except the true descendants of
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.

E. H. P—What do these banners emblemat-
ically teach?
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C. of H—That when engaged in the pursuit
of Truth, the great object of Masonic study, we
should have the courage of the lion, the pa-
tience of the ox, the intelligence of the man,
and the swiftness of the eagle.

(Excellent High Priest gives ** and all officers
rise except the Council. He should ask the stations
and duties of all officers, as in opening; but if cir-
cumstances appear to justify it, he may omit asking
the duties of officers below the Scribe. Rises and
glves ***  All rise )

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host, it
is my order that this Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons be closed. This order you will com-
municate to the Companions for their govern-
ment.

C. of H—Companions, it is the order of the
Excellent High Priest that this Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons be closed. Of this order
you will take due notice and govern your-
selves accordingly. Look to the East.

E. H. P.—Together, Companions, on the

s1gns.

(S1gns are given, followed by the battery, as in
opening.)

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will bring the Companions to order as
Royal Arch Masons and assemble them around
the altar for our devotions.

C. of H—Companions, you will come to
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order as Royal Arch Masons and assemble

around the altar for our devotions.

(Companions assemble around the altar, as in
opening )

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H. P.—Companions King, Scribe, and
Captain of the Host, you will join me at the
altar for our devotions. (Done.)

E. H. P.——Companions, you will kneel on
your 1 k and form a chain with 1 a over right.
(Done.) Join me in the Lord’s Prayer.

E. H. P.—(After prayer) —Companions, tak-
ing your time from me, you will balance t t 1.

(Done ) Rise.
(All rise, break chain, no sign given)

E. H. P.—Companion Captamn of the Hosi,
you will form the Companions in groups of
three, commencing on the left of the Council

(The formation of the groups 1s as follows' E C in
a g of t clasps h own 1 w with his r h, and clasps the
r w of the Companion on his ! with his 1h The t 1s
formed with the 1 £.)

C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, the groups
are formed.

E. H. P.—As we three did agree in peace,
love, and unity the S W to s, so we t do now
agree in peace, love, and unity the S W to k,
until we t, or t s as w, shall with one accord r
aRA,
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(Each g then balances, with h clasped as above,
t t t, and the groups separate, each C giving the p s
The officers return to their stations All remain
standing )

E. H. P.—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will see that the Great Lights are closed.
C. of H—Companion Principal Sojourner,

you will close the Great Lights.
P. S.—(Does so)—Companion Captain of

the Host, the Great Lights are closed.

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E. H P—I now declare Chapter
No. , Royal Arch Masons, erected to
God and dedicated to the memory of Z (5-5),
closed in due and ancient form. Companion
Captain of the Host, you will see that the Sen-
tinel is so informed.

C. of H—Companion Royal Arch Captain,
you will inform the Sentinel that
Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons,
is closed in due and ancient form.

{Royal Arch Captain goes to the door, knocks
**x xx% x which are answered by the Sentinel, opens
door, and says.)

R. A. C—Companion Sentinel,
Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons, is
closed in due and ancient form.

Sentinel—So mote it be.

(Royal Arch Captain closes door and returns to
his station.)
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R. A. C.—Companion Captain of the Host,
your order has been obeyed.

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
has been duly executed.

E H. P—*

SHORT FORM CLOSING

May be used for closing stated meeting only.
If a sufficient number 1s present, and time per-
mits, the full form should always be used.

E. H. P—%—Companion Captain of the Host
(Captain of the Host rises and responds:
“Excellent High Priest”’), at the opening of
this Chapter you informed me that it was
composed of five or more. When of five only,
who are they? .

C. of H—The Excellen{ High Priest, Com-
panions King, Scribe, Caplain of-the Hosl, and
Sentinel.

E. H. P.—The station of the Scribe?

C. of H—On the left in the Council.

E. H. P.—The station of the King?

C. of H—On the right in the Council.

E. H. P.—The station of the Excellent High
Priest?

C. of H—In the East, in the center of the
Council.
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E. H. P.—His duty?

C. of H-—To preside over and govern the
Chapter with fidelity; read and expound the
law; officiate in the Temple; and offer up the
incense of a pure and contrite heart to the
Great I Am.

E. H. P.—"**—(Rises)—Companion Captain
of the Host, it is my order that this Chapter of ".
Royal Arch Masons be closed. This order you
will communicate to the Companions for their
government,

C. of H—Companions (all give penal sign),
1t is the order of the Excellent High Priest that
this Chapter of Royal Arch Masons be closed.
Of this order you will take due notice and
govern yourselves accordingly. Look to the
East.

E. H. P.—Together, Companions, on the
signs.

(S1gns and raps are given)

E. H, P.—Companions, let us pray. You
will join me in the Lord’s prayer.

(Or, “Companion Chaplain, you will lead our de-
votions.”)

E. H. P—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will close the Great Lights. (Done.)

C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, the Great
Lights are closed.
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E. H. P.—I now declare Chapter
No. , Royal Arch Masons, erected to
God and dedicated to the memory of Z (5-5),
closed in short form Companion Caplain of
the Host, you will so inform the Sentinel.

(Captain of the Host goes to the door gives ***
#+% % which 1s answered by the Sentmnel 1in the same
manner. Captain of the Host opens door )

C. of H—Companion Sentinel,
Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons, is
closed in short form.

Senlinel—So mote it be.

(Captain of the Host closes door and rcturns to
his station )
C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, your order

has been duly executed.
E. H. P—*,

Principal Sojourner’s lecture in the Royal
Arch degree during the circumambulations, to
be used in conjunction with slides.

(The numbers correspond with the official shde
numbers This 1s not the adopted ritual, but the
High Priest can sanction its use 1n conjunction with
stereopticon views)

Thanks be to God! for putting 1t into the
heart of King Cyrus to issue his proclamation
whereby we have been liberated and are now
permitted to return to our own country, to
engage in the noble and glorious work of re-
puilding the House of the Lord.
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Scene 1. But before leaving this beautiful
and splendid city of Babylon, let us notice the
plan of the city as well as some of the public
buildings, palaces, and gardens. Babylon
stands in the midst of an immense plain of
very deep and fertile soil. It is divided by the
river Euphrates fiowing diagonally from North
to South. The city is enclosed with four great
walls of equal length, thus forming a complete
square. In each of these walls are twenty-five
gates of solid brass, while within the city are
fifty streets, crossing at right angles and con-
necting with the gates. Within the squares
thus formed are the many public buildings,
palaces, and gardens which make this city one
of the wonders of the world.

The walls are eighty feet thick, about two
hundred feet high, and ten miles long on ei-
ther side, are built of sun-dried brick cement-
ed with bitumen which has hardened like
stone, thus leading this wicked and idolatrous
people to feel secure in theiwr pursuit of lust
and lasciviousness without realizing that they
are unconscilously hastening their own ruin
and destruction.

Scene 2. Our attention is first attracted to
the celebrated Hanging Gardens, raised by
King Nebuchadnezzar to give his favorite
wife, Amytis, a representation of the moun-
tains of her native Median country. The
beautiful terraces, rising tier upon tier, cov-
ered with trees, ferns, shrubs, and fiowers, are
held in place by ornate balustrades, supported
with magnificent and exquisilely carved col-
umns and chapters, while the landings and
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stairways are surmounted with fountains,
statuary, and sculptures, representing figures
of winged lions and bulls, some with human
heads, thus symbolizing strength, swiftness.
and intelligence.

Scene 3. We next behold the magnificent
Temple of Belus, which many of our people
suppose to be the ancient Tower of Babel,
where occurred the confusion of tongues as
God’s penalty for vanities and murmurings.

Scene, 4. The Palace of the King next
claims our attention, having long been the
residence of the royal families. Within this
palace were kept the Holy Vessels, brought
hither when Judea was made desolate, our
beautiful Temple on Mt. Zion laid in ruins,
our nation despoiled, and our people led away
captive by this wicked and heathen power as
a righteous punishment for disobeying ihe
commands of a kind, merciful, and just God,
who promises forgiveness to all those who call
upon Him in truth and sincerity.

Scene 5. From the Palace the Holy Vessels
were borne upon the shoulders of the Priests,
'midst the sound of trumpets and the joyful
acclamation of our Brethren, following the
righteous proclamation of King Cyrus, an-
nouncing our liberation and permission to re-
turn to our own country.

Scene 6. Within this Palace also occurred
that memorable feast, when an armless hand
wrote upon the wall the words that, translated
by the good prophet Daniel, announced the
downfall of the drunken Belshazzar and the
loss of his kingdom.

-~
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Mene! Mene! Tekell Upharsin.

Mene! God hath numbered thy kingdom
and finished it.

Tekel! Thou art weighed in the balance
and found wanting.

Upharsin! Thy kingdom is divided and
given to the Medes and the Persians.

If Daniel could so fearlessly face death by
thus pronouncing the doom of this besotted
Prince and Ruler, how cheerfully shall we
face dangers and difficulties in carrying for-
ward the work of rebuilding the cily and
Temple of our God.

Scene 7. The rich plain of Shinar, with its
wonderful groves, where grew the orange, the
olive, the pomegranate, the apple, pear, fig,
date, and filbert, will furnish much of the
dried fruit to sustain us on our long and weary
journey.

The trees and bushes in this wonderful
grove are filled with birds of beautiful and
lustrous plumage, while their sweet notes tell
us of the presence of the lark, the thrush, and
the linnet, and, as the shades of evening gath-
er, we listen to the entrancing melodies of the
nightingale or bulbul.

Scene 8. Pause, my Brethren, and from this
slight elevation let us take what may be our
last view of the city and country which for
almost fifty long years has been the home of
our afflicted people. Here they were brought
by Nebuchadnezzar after he had despoiled
Judea and laid waste our beloved Jerusalem.
Here they toiled and many ended their days,
never losing faith in an ultimate release. Here
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were brought the captives and spoils of many
successful wars, and here stands the largesl
and most splendid city of the now known
world.

Scene 9. But the splendor of Babylon is
the splendor of barbarism. The result of bru-
tal rapine and savage conquest; filling the air
with the ribald shouts of the victorious sol-
diery; crushing beneath the foot of the con-
querer the neck of the helpless foe; reducing
to slavery and servitude those who far ex-
celled them 1n intellectual attainments and
spiritual discernment; the rearing of magnifi-
cent temples, palaces, and gardens with treas-
ure ruthlessly wrested from helpless enemies,
even to the desecration of the Holy Vessels
taken from the Temple of the Most High God!

But Babylon has been kind to us, giving to
an exiled race the privileges of a livelihood,
of worshiping the true God, and of rearing
our children i1 His fear and admonition.
Hence, as we gaze for the last time upon her
stately structures, our tears course freely for
love of those who befriended us, yet would
not heed God’s warning voice; for hath not
the great and mghty Isaiah spoken most truly
when he said: “Babylon, the glory of king-
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency,
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah.

Scene 10. “It shall never be inhabited, nei-
ther shall it be dwelt in from generation to
generation; neither shall the Arabian pitch
fent there; neither shall the shepherds make
their fold there But wild beasts of the des-
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ert shall lie there, and their houses shall be
full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell
there; and satyrs shall dance there. And the
wild beasts of the island shall cry in their
desolale houses, and dragons in theiwr pleasant
palaces: And her time 1s near to come, and
her days shall not be prolonged” Oh! Baby-
lon, Babylon. Farewell! Farewell!

Scene 11. We have the choice of two routes
to Jerusalem. One leading almost direct, but
through the deserts of Arabia. The other is
up the river Euphrates, thence westward to
Tadmor in the wilderness, thence by Damas-
cus and then southwardly along the Jordan
valley to our beloved Judea. There are dan-
gers and hardships in each, but, all things con-
sidered, I think the river route more desir-
able. Let us pursue it.

Scene 12. The recent inundation of the val-
ley has brought down trees, limbs, and other
obstructions and deposited them directly
across our pathway. There seems to be no
choice but to go over some and under those
which have lodged. It is a dangerous pass,
but stop! Have we forgotten that our trust is
in the Great I Am? Let us again invoke his
aid and protection.

(Prayer. See page 125.)

L .

(Continuing’) How 1t lifts the burden!
How the burdens flee as 1t were, when we in
truth and sincerity call upon God! Yet He
has given us smews and a mind and a will
which we are to exercise under His guidance.
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Be Now Thank
God we our journey,

Scene 13. We are now journeying up the
left bank of the Euphrates. How beautiful is
the scenery along this famous river, skirted
with reeds and the beauliful grey osier wil-
lows bathing their drooping branches in its
softly flowing waters!

Scene 14, May this not be the spot to which
the Psalmist referred when he said: “By the
rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we
wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged
our harps upon the willows in the midst there-
of For there they that carried us away cap-
tive required of us a song, and they that wast-
ed us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one
of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land? If I forget
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget
her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let
my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if
I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.”

Scene 15. On the opposite side and between
the rivers (Euphrates and Tigris) is the coun-
try known as Chaldea. Its inhabitants are a
peaceful people, engaged in tending their
flocks and in the culture of the grape. In the
lower part of this country, known as Ur of
the Chaldees, our father Abraham was born,
but by the command of God left home, friends,
and kindred to become the founder of our
great nation.

Scene 16. We are now leaving the river and
entering the Syrian Desert, which borders the
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one we have just avoided No water any-
where! How fortunate we were 1o have cho-
sen the river route instead of the long hot
journey across the great Arabian Desert!

Scene 17. Oh, see the beautiful foliage in
the distance! Also the lofty palm trees! It
1s Tadmor in the Wilderness and is a most
delightful spot. Does it not remind us of
Babylon?

Scene 18. All this country was conquered
by King David, bul Tadmor was built by King
Solomon, who held court here ‘mid scenes of
great splendor and magnificence.

Scene 19. Here luxury and ease encouraged
vice, sensuality, and lust, and the blighting
curse of God’s displeasure will one day fall
upon it; and Tadmor will become a heap of
ruins, desolate and forsaken by Him whom its
people forsake. The Lord is true to those who
serve Him, but those who forsake Him must
miserably perish

Scene 20 What is that I see in the dis-
tance? Two caravans engaged in combat!
Let us go around and avoid them.

b £ £ & £ *

That was a narrow escape and has brought
us into an abandoned path. The old bridge
over this ravine appears to be unsafe, Stop,
let us examine 1t, It is almost gone, bul with
care we may cross it. Before making the at-
tempt, let us again call upon the*God of our
Fathers.

(Prayer. See page 130)

* LR I %
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Thank God, we journey

Again we are on our way, but we will soon
reach Damascus, a famous resting place for
travelers.

Scene 21. Yonder 1s Riblah, the headquar-
ters of Nebuchadnezzar during the siege of
Jerusalem.

Scene 22. When the city was taken about
mrdnight, King Zedekiah, with his wives, sons,
chief captains, and friends, escaped through
the fortified ditch.

Scene 23. But were overtaken near Jericho,
where many of his friends were slam or for-
sook him, and King Zedekiah was captured
and taken before King Nebuchadnezzar.

Scene 24. Who rebuked him as a covenant
breaker, and caused his sons and friends to be
slain in his presence;

Scene 25. After which the treacherous
king’s eyes were put out.

Scene 26. And he was carried in chains to
Babylon. Thus was brought to pass the words
of the good prophet Ezekiel that Zedekiah
should go to Babylon, nevertheless, he should
not see that city. What a striking lesson is the
history of this physically strong, yet morally
weak, king! Although the body may be per-
fect, the mind have capacity to think and act
and the intelligence to comprehend, yet is
man imperfect unless body, mind, and intel-
lect are cared for, guided, and directed by that
unseen, yet all forceful, power, the human
soul, the ever-present manifestation of the
presence of our God
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Scene 27. At Ribldh, too, Seriah the High
Priest and other priests and rulers of the Tem-
ple were beheaded by order of Nebuchadnez-
zar.

Scene 28 We are now approaching the
beautiful city of Damascus, founded by Uz,
the grandson of Shem. It is situated in the
midst of delightful date palms, gardens of
vineyards, while the luxuriance of the smaller
vegetation makes this city and surroundings
the most beautiful place in the world

Scene 29. See the towers and minarets glis-
tening in the sunlight, as we get a nearer view
of the city.

Scene 30. We have now entered the city by
the old east gate and have before us a street
scene, or the great Via Recta, the street called
Straight, flanked on either side with luxuriant
bazaars, in which are displayed a variety of
wares from all the markets of the world.

Scene 31. Here also are manufactured silk-
en and woolen fabrics of wondrous beauty and
design, rivaling if not excelling those of any
other city in the world, while in other shops
and bazaars are displayed a variety of Damas-
cus wares, either for use or personal adorn-
ment. .

Scene 32. We have now left the city and
are journeying to the south. To the right we
behold the mountains of Lebanon, where our
fathers felled and prepared the timbers for the
first Temple.

Scene 33. At last we journey direct toward
Jerusalem. We are now journeying south-
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ward along the Jordan’ valley. To the right
we behold a vineyard where 1s grown the
grape, while on yonder hill 1s a wine press
where 1s made the celebrated wine of Engedi.

Scene 34. Now we approach the ford lead-
ing over Jordan. Before

I T T
(Prayer. See page L31.)
T T T

(Continuing:) Thank God, we are safely
over, and near our beloved Jerusalem.

Scene 35. We are now in desert wilderness
of Judea. Before us is a deep gorge through
which flows the brook Cherith., Somewhere
in this lonely ravine the good propheti Elijah
found refuge when pursued by the wicked and
1dolatrous Jezebel and Ahab, and it was here
m this lonely valley that he was miraculously
fed by the ravens.

Scene 36. To the right we behold the ruins
of Jericho of old, which fell before Joshua’s
conquering hosts. Perhaps from yonder ele-
vation we may obtaimn a view of the object of
our long journey.

Scene 37. Oh, Joy Unspeakable! We are on
the summit of Mt. Olivet Before us is the hill
of Zion; the jewel of the mountains; the city
of our God! Jerusalem! the dwelling place of
Jehovah. But as we gaze upon her in ruins,
do we not in our minds see her as on that ter-
rible day of sack and desolation; the city de-
voured by a consuming fire, her walls broken
and useless; the Temple in ruins, and her
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proud, yet rebellious people banished and dis-
persed to her captors?

Scene 38. Aye! We see agamn the warlike
hosts of Nebuchadnezzar, commanded by Neb-
uzaradan in his terrible chariot, pressing for-
ward with spear and sabre, trampling ruth-
lessly under foot the fallen and helpless vic-
tims;

Scene 39. Sparing neither young man nor
maiden, old man or him that stooped for age.
All, all are consumed in that terrible vortex
of war and conquest.

Scene 40. But look! Behold the followers
of the good prophet Ezra. They are upon the
ruined walls. Listen! We hear the clarion
notes of the bugle calling the people to return.

Scene 41. See them! They are engagéed m
the work of the restoration; and this is Jeru-
salem. How our hearts swell with pride as we
behold her and our Brethren. How the blood
quickens n our veins and our souls yearn to
somn them 1n this noble and glorious work.

Scene 42. For Jerusalem shall be rebuilded;
her walls set up, the Temple restored and the
glorious Shekinah appear as in the days of old.

Oh. my Brethren, may it not be that we are
chosen for a great work. May 1t not be that
we are those of whom the good prophet Isaiah
wrote concerning Jerusalem when he said-
“Arise, shine; for thy light 1s come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For,
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and
gross darkness the people, but the Lord shall
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen
upon thee.
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Scene 43 “Lift up thine eyes round about,
and see: all they gather themselves together,
they come to thee: thy sons shall come from
far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy
side The sons also of them that afflicted thee
shall come bending unto thee, and all they that
despised thee shall bow themselves down at
the soles of thy feet, and they shall call thee,
The City of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy
One of Israel ”

Oh, my Brethren, let us hasten forward to
engage In the noble and glorious work of re-
building the House of the Lord; and while we
are rebuilding the House of the Lord let us
also remember that we should erect a spiritual
temple in our own hearis and the hearts of
our fellow men, a temple conceived in Faith,
born of Hope, and dedicated to Charity; a
temple, the foundation of which is Love, our
God the Father to all and every man a brother
to his fellow man

Scene 44, We are now crossing the valluy
of Jehosophat, through which XKing David,
barefoot and weeping, fled before the rebel-
lious Absalom Many of our people believe
that here in this valley will be celebrated the
ceremony of the Last Judgment.

At last our feet tread the streets of our
beloved Jerusalem. We have now entered the
city by the old east gate. Long, tedious, and
weary has been our journey; rough, rugged,
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and dangerous our pathway; but, sustamned
and favored by the Great I Am, we have at
'1I§St reached our journey’s end. I see a

just before us. Look! Let
us .

(For this lecture and the subjects of the stereop-
ticon views, we are indebted to Past Grand High
Priests George Chandler and Charles A Snodgrass.



GRAND CHAPTER, ROYAL ARCH
MASONS OF TENNESSEE

This leaflet is to be used with all editions of
the Ritual printed before 1953, and gives the
correct wording which should be used when
presenfing all discoveries at one time. This
procedure has been adopted by the Grand
Chapter, and 1s strongly recommended as it
eliminates lost motion, saves time, thereby
holding the interest of the Companions i at-
tendance.

After instruction in the use of the working
tools, the candidates are conducted to the scene
of their labors by the C. of H., where he leaves
them in charge of the P S., and returns to his
station TUnder the direction of the P.S., they
discover the KS (8-3) and remove it from its
place in a genuine or symbolized arch. After
widening the aperture they discover and re-
move the three Ss. (3-5), which may be done
in the manner prescribed in the ritual or sym-
bolically with proper explanation by the P.S.
The A (4-10) is then discovered and removed
in the same manner. All discoveries are taken
to the East at the same time, where they are
presented smgly to the Council, using the text
appearing on the following pages of this leaf-
let (pp. 148, 149, 150) instead of that mn old
editions of the ritual on approximately the
same pages.



K.—This should lead to more important dis-
coveries.

E. H. P—This is indeed an important dis-
covery. The Council is of the opinion that this
is the k (8-3) of an a (6-3), and wrought by
a Mark Master Mason; and, from the situation
in which it was found undoubtedly led to
other important discoveries. Did you pene-
trate this a (6-3) in search of treasure?

P S —Although the task was attended with
difficulty, and danger, yet we did so, to pro-
mote so noble and glorious a work.

E. H P —Did you make any further discov-
eries?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King and
Scribe, we did. After removing some more of
the stones to widen the aperture, we fastened
a cable tow seven times around the body of
one of my companions to assist him in de-
scending; and it was agreed that he should
shake the cable to the right as a signal to
ascend. [n this manner he descended, and
after some search discovered t s (3-5). The
place now becoming offensive by reason of the
moist air which had long been confined there-
in, he gave the signal to ascend. Deeming
these an important discovery, we have brought

them up and present them to the Council for
your inspection.

(Council examines the t s (3-5) with profound in-
terest )

E. H. P. (handing one j (10-2) to S. and
one to K.)—Do you recognize these j (10-2)?

S.—They are evidently the j (10-2) of Past
Masters.

K.—They appear to be the j (10-2) of Grand
Masters.

E. H. P.—This is indeed a most important
discovery. The Council is of the opinion that
they are the j (10-2) of Past Masters, and
probably those w (8-4) by our three ancient
Grand Masters, Solomon, King of Israel;
Hiram, King of Tyre; and Hiram Abif, and
from the place where they were found
undoubtedly led to still further and more
important discoveries. Did you penetrate this
a (6-3) again in search of further treasure?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, although the
task was attended with great difficulty, and
great danger, yet we did make the attempt,
even at the peril of our lives, to promote so
noble and glorious a work.

E. H. P.—Rest assured that your valuable
services shall not be unrewarded. Did you
make any further discoveries?



P. S.—Ezxcellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe, one of my companions descended
as before. The sun had now reached the
meridian, and shone with such refulgent
splendor into the innermost recesses of the a
(6-3) that he was enabled to discover upon a
pedestal 1n the easternmost part thereof this
curiously-wrought box, overlaid with pure
gold, and having upon its top and sides cer-
tain mysterious characters. Availing himself
of this treasure, he gave the signal, and on
ascending he found his hand involuntarily
placed 1n this position (gives penal sign), to
protect his eyes from the intense light and
heat of the sun. We present this box for your
inspection.

(The a (4-10) 1s placed upon a pedestal in front of
the High Priest Excellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe rise and examine 1t with great care.)

E. H. P. (to S. and K.)—Do you recognize
those characters?

S.—1 do not.

K.—Neither do I.

E. H. P.—The Council is equally as ignorant
as yourselves as to the box and the several
mysterious characters on its top and sides.
Companions King and Scribe, let us open it,
and by its contents we may be able to deter-
mine its true character. Peradventure, it may





