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_________ First Degree - Opening 1

OPENING ON THE FIRST DEGREE

WM: (#) (Officers take their stations and
places.The Pledgeof Allegiance is given.)

WM: (#) Brother Junior Deacon. You will see
that the Tiler is at his post and close the
door.

JD: The Tiler is at his post, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden. Are all present

Masons?

SW: I will inquire by my proper officer and
report.
(#) Brother Junior Deacon. You will proceed
to satisfy yourself that all present are
Masons.

JD: (May either purge the lodge or ask)
Worshipful Master, may I have assistance?

WM: (If assistance is asked for,) Brother

you will assist the Junior

JD: (On seeinga Brotherhedoesnot recognize,
stops opposite him and orders him to rise
andgivehis nameand thename,numberand
location of his lodge. He must elicit this
information but no ritual is prescribed for
this.)

Brother: (Does so.)

WM: Is the Brother vouchedfor?
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(Five situations may now be encounteredwhen
purging. Anything else is an emergency
situation.)

(1) A Brother who alreadyhasbeenclearedsays,
“I will vouch for the rot er as a Ms er
Mason.”

(2) The challenged Brother says “The Tiler will
vouch for me, Worshipful.” The Worshipful Master
then orders,“Brother Senior Warden, inform the
TiLer.” The Tiler must be inside the inner door
whenhe doesor doesnot vouch for the challenged
Brother.

(3) A Brother who hasnot yet beenclearedsays,
“I wiLl vouch for the Brotherasa Master Mason.”
If the Junior Deacon does not recognize this
secondBrotherhe says“Who vouchesfor you?” If
this Brother is then not vouched for, the
Worshipful Master will ask, “Is the Brother
vouched for?” If no one vouches for this
Brother, the Worshipful Master will order,
“Brethren, you will retire, and as soon as
possiblea committeewill beappointedto examine
you.”

(4) A Brother who hasnot yet beencleared,and
whom theJuniorDeaconcannotsee, in an areanot
yet purged, vouchesfor the challengedBrother.
The Junior Deacon (and his assistant, if any)
turns and recognizesthe vouching Brother.

(5) Instead of asking whether the Brother is
vouched for, the Worshipful Master vouches for
him: “I will vouch for the Brother as a Master
Mason.”

(If no one vouchesfor a challengedBrother, the
Worshipful Master will order, “Brother, you will
retire, and as soon as possiblea committeewill
be appointedto examineyou.”)

JD: I am so satisfied, Brother Senior Warden.

SW: (#) All presentare Masons,Worshipful.

WM: You will
Entered
yourself

call the brethren to order as
Apprentice Masons, reserving

for the last.

SW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, you will come
order as Entered Apprentice Masons.
order, Worshipful.

to
In

WM: (#)

(#) Brother Junior Deacon. The first
greatcareof Masons when convened?

JD: To seethat the lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: You will perform that duty and inform the
Tiler that I am about to open Blank Lodge
Number1986on the First Degreeof Masonry,
and direct him to takedue notice and tile
accordingly.

JD: (+) (+) (4)

TI;

J D:

WM:

(+) (+) (4)

The lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

How tiled?



Grand Lodge Ritual
JD: By a Master Mason armedwith the proper

implement of his office.

WM: The Tiler’s station?

JD: Outside the inner door with a drawn sword

in his hand.

WM: His duty?

JD: To guard against the approach of cowansand
eavesdroppers and see that none pass or
repass but such as are duly qualified and
have permission.

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden. Whence came
you?

SW: From a lodge of the Saints John of
Jerusalem.

WM: What came you here to do?

SW: To learnto subduemy passionsand improve
myself in Masonry.

WM: You are a Mason then, I presume?

SW: I am so takenand acceptedamongbrothers
and fellows.

WM: What makes you a Mason?

SW: My obligation.

WM: How do you know yourself to be a Mason?

SW: By having been often tried, never denied,

__________First Degpee_-_Qpening 5

and being ready to be tried again.

WM:

SW:

WM:

SW:

WM:

SW:

WM:

SW:

WM:

SW:

WM:

SW:

SW:

How shall I know you to be a Mason?

By certain signs, a token, a word, and the
points of my entrance.

What are signs?

Right angles, horizontals, and
perpendiculars.
What is a token?

A certain friendly and brotherly grip
whereby one Mason may know another in the
dark as well as the light.

Wherewere you madea Mason?

In a regularly constitutedlodge

What number constitutes a
Masons?
Sevenor more.

When of seven,of whom

The Worshipful Master,
Wardens, Treasurerand
and Junior Deacons.

The Junior Deacon’splace?

At the right hand of the Senior Warden in
the West.

of Masons.

lodge of

do they consist?

Senior and Junior
Secretary, Senior

4
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WM: (#) (#) Your duty, Brother Junior Deacon?

JD: To carrymessagesfrom theSeniorWardenin
the West to the Junior Wardenin the South
and elsewherearoundthe lodgeasdirected;
to take chargeof the door, and with the
assistanceof the Stewardsto prepareand
presentcandidates.

WM: Brother Junior Deacon,the SeniorDeacon’s
place?

JD: At the right handof the Worshipful Master
in the East.

WM: Your duty, Brother Senior Deacon?

SD: To carry ordersfrom the Worshipful Master
in the East to the Senior Warden in the
West and elsewherearound the lodge as
required; to introduce and accommodate
visiting brethren, receive and conduct
candidates.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, the Secretary’s
place?

SD: On your left, Worshipful.

WM: Your duty, Brother Secretary?

SE: To observe the will and pleasure of the
Worshipful Master, to record the proceed-
ings of the lodge proper to be written,
transmit a copy of the sameto the Grand
Lodge when required; receive all moneys
paid into the lodge, pay them over to the
Treasurer,takinghis receipt therefore.

WM: Brother Secretary, the Treasurer’s place?

SE: On your right, Worshipful.

WM: Your duty, Brother Treasurer?

TR: To receive all moneyspaid into the lodge
from the hands of the Secretary,keep a
just and regular account of the same,pay
them out by the order of the Worshipful
Master and consent of the lodge.

WM: Brother Treasurer, the Junior Warden’s
station?

TR: In the South, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the South, Brother Junior Warden?

JW: As the sun in the southat meridian height
is the beautyand glory of the day, so is
the Junior W~arden in the South, the better
to observethe time to call the craft from
labor to refreshment,superintendthemdur-
ing the hour thereof, see that noneconvert
the meansof refreshmentinto intemperance
or excess call them to labor againat the
orderof t~e Worshipful Master,that he may
have pleasureand the craft profit thereby.

WM: BrotherJunior Warden. The Senior Warden’s
station?

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the West, BrotherSenior Warden?

SW: As the sun is in the west at the close of
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the day, so is the Senior Warden in the
West, to assist the Worshipful Master in
opening and closing his lodge, pay the
craft their wages if any be due so that
none may go away dissatisfied, harmony
being the strength and support of an
institutions, especially ours.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, The Worshipful
Master’s station?

SW:

WM:

In the East, Worshipful.

Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and governhis
lodge, set the craft to work and give them
proper instruction.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, it is my order that
Blank LodgeNumber1986 be now openedon
the First Degreeof Masonry. This you will
communicateto the Junior Wardenin the
South and he to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now openedon the First
Degree of Masonry. This you will
communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

the Worshipful Master,communicatedto me
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now openedon the First
Degreeof Masonry. Takedue notice thereof
and governyourselvesaccordingly.

WM: Together,Brethren. (#)

SW: (#)

JW: (#)

CH: Supreme Ruler of the Universe, we would
reverently invoke Thy blessing at this
tirtie; wilt Thou be pleasedto grant that
this meeting thus begun in order may be
conductedin peaceand closed in harmony.
Amen.

All: So mote it be.

WM: Accordingly, I declareBlank LodgeNumber
1986openedon the First Degreeof Masonry.
Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.
Brother Senior Deacon. Arrange the
Lights.

JD: (+) (4) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

J D:

WM:

The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

(#)

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
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FIRST DEGREE — FIRST SECTION

WM: (#) Brother Junior Deacon. You wilL
ascertain if there are any candidates in
wait i ng.

JD:

TI:

(+) (+) (+)

(+) (+) (+)

JD: Worshipful Master, Mister John Paul Jones
is in waiting ror the First Degree in
Masonry.

WM: (#) Brother Secretary. You will take with
you the Stewards,retire and propoundthe
usual interrogator ies.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

SE: Mr. Jones. As you have petitioned for
initiation into our mysteries, it becomes
my duty to propoundto you severalinter-
rogatoriesto which I must require of you
unequivocal answers: In the first place,
do you believe in the existenceof God?

CA: I do.

SE: Have you resided in this statesix months
or more, next precedingthis date?

CA: I have.

SE: Have you ever before petitioned a lodgeof
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons for

Fipst Degree— First Section 11

initiation?

CA: I have not.

SE: Do you seriously declare upon your honor,
in the presenceof thesegentlemen,that
unbiased by friends and uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, you freely and
voluntarily offer yourself a candidate for
the mysteriesof Masonry?

CA: I do.

SE: Do you seriouslydeclare,upon your honor,
that you are rompted to solicit the
privileges of ~Iasonry by a favorable
opinion conceived of the institution, a
desire of knowledge,and a sincerewish of
being serviceable to your fellow—crea-
tures?

CA: I do.

SE: Do you sincerely declare,upon your honor,
that you will cheerfullyconform to all the
ancient establishedusagesand customsof
the Fraternity?

CA: I do.

SE: As you have been electedby a unanimous
ballot to become a member of our
Fraternity, it becomesmy duty to inform
you that the institution of which you are
abouttobecomea member is of no light and
trifling character,but of high importance
and due solemnity.
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Masonry consists of a course of ancient
,h ieroglyphic moral instruction, taught
agreeably to ancient usages by types,
emblems,andallegorical rigures. Even the
ceremonies of gaining admission within
these walls are emblematical of events
which all mankind must sooner or later
experience. They are emblematical, at
least in some small degree,of your great
and last change, of your exit from this
world to the world to come. You are
undoubtedlyaware that whateverman may
acquire on earth1 whether wealth, honor,
titles, or even his own merits, can never
serve him asa passportto theGrandLodge
above, but previous to his gaining
admissionthere,he must find himself poor
and penniless,blind and naked, dependent
on the will and pleasureof the Supreme
Grand Master. He must be divestedof the
ragsof his own righteousnessand clothed
in a garment from on high.

And in order to impressth is moredeeplyon
your mind, it will be necessarythat you be
divested of a portion of your outward
appareland clothed in a garmentfurnished
you by the Worshipful Masterof this lodge,
a garment similar to that worn by all
candidateswho have gone this way before
you.

Are you willing to submit to theserules?

CA: I am.

SE: 1 will then leave you in the handsof true
and trusty friends, who will give you the

necessaryinstruction and prepareyou in a
proper manner for your initiation, as all
candidates have been who have gone this way
before.

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: Worshipful Master, there is an alarm at the

door.

WM: Attend to the alarm, Brother Junior

Deacon.
JD: (+) (+) (+)

JD: Brother Secretary desires admission.

WM: You will admit him.

SE: Worshipful Master, the usual constitutional
questions have been propounded and
satisfactorilyanswered.

WM: (#) Brother Junior Deacon.You will retire,
prepareand present the candidatefor the
First Degree.Brother Senior Deacon.You
will attend to all alarmsand takecharge
of the door.

SD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

CA: (+) (+) (+)

SD: Worshipful Master, there is analarm at the
doorof the preparationroom.
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WM: Brother Senior Deacon,attendto thealarm

and report the cause.

SD: (+) (+) (+) Who comeshere?

JD: Mister John Paul Jones,who has long been
in darknessand now seeksto be broughtto
light and to receive a part in the rights
and benefits of this worshipful lodge,
erectedto God and dedicatedto the Saints
John,as all brothersand fellows havedone
before.

SD: Mister Jones,is this of your own free will
and accord?

CA: It is,

SD: Brother Junior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

JD: He is.

SD: Is he duly and truly prepared?

JD: He is.

SD: Is he of lawful age and properly vouched
for?

JD: He is.

SD: Who vouchesfor this?

JD: A brother.

SD: By what further rights and benefitsdoeshe
expect to gain admission?

•1

JD: By being a man, freeborn, of good report,
and well recommended.

SD: It is well. You will wait with patience
until the Worshipful Master is informedof
your requestand his answerreturned.

(#) (#) (#) Worshipful Master, the alarm
was causedby Mister John Paul Jones,who
haslong been in darknessand now seeksto
be brought to light and to receive a part
in the rights and benefits of this
worshipful lodge, erected to God and
dedicated to the Saints John, as all
brothers and fellows have done before.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, is this
free will and accord?

of his own

SD: It is.

WM: Is the candidate worthy
qualified?

and well

SD: He is.

WM: Is he duly and truly prepared?

SD: He is.

WM: Is he of lawful age and properly vouched
for?

SD: He is.

WM: Who vouchesfor this?

SD: A brother.t~.
5—,-
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WM: By what further rights andbenefitsdoeshe
expectto gain admission?

SD: By being a man, freeborn,of good report
and well recommended.

WM: It is well. Since he comes endowed with
all these necessary qualifications, it is
my order that he enter this lodge in the
name of the Lord and be received in due
form.

SD: It is the order of the Worshipful Master
that the candidateenter this lodge in the
name of the Lord and be received in due
form.

Mister Jones, upon your first admission
into a lodge of Masons, I receive you on
the point of a sharp instrument pressing
your naked left breast which is to teach
you that as this is an instrument of
torture to your flesh, so should the
recollection of it be to your conscience
should you ever presumeto reveal any of
the secrets of Freemasonry unlawfully.

No manshould everenteruponanygreator
important undertaking without first
invoking the blessingof Deity.

WM: (#) (#) (#)

SD: You will therefore kneel and attendprayer.

CH: Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to this our present convention;
and grant that this candidatefor Masonry

may dedicateand devote his life to Thy
service, and become a true and faithful
brother among us. Endue him with a
competency ofThy Divine wisdom,that, by
the influenceof the pure principlesof our
institution he may be thebetterenabledto
display the beauties of brotherly love,
relief and truth, to the honor of Thy holy
name. Amen.

All: So mote it be.

WM:

CA:

Mr. Jones, in whom do you put your trust?

In God.

WM: Give me your right hand. Your trust being
in God, your faith is well founded. Arise,
follow your conductor,and fear no danger.

(#)

CU: Behold, how goodandhow pleasantit is for
brethrento dwell together in unity! It is
like the preciousointment upon the head,
that ran down upon the beard,evenAaron‘s
beard, that went down to the skirts of his
garments.As the dewof Hermen,andasthe
dew that descendedupon the mountainsof
Zion: for there the Lord commandedthe
blessing,even life for evermore.

JW: (#)

SW: (#)

WM: (#)
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SD:

JwI
(#) (#) (#)

(#) Who comes here?

SD: Mister John Paul Jones,who has long been
in darknessand now seeksto be brought to
light and to receive a part in the rights
and benefits of this worshipful lodge,
erectedto God and dedicatedto theSaints
John,as all brothersand fellows havedone
before.

JW: Mister Jones,is this of your own free will
and accord?

CA: It is.

JW: Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

SD: He is.

JW: Is he duly and truly prepared?

SD: He is.

JW: Is he of lawful age and properly vouched
for?

SD: He is.

JW: Who vouchesfor this?

SD: A brother.

JW: By what further rights and benefitsdoeshe
expect to gain this favor?

SD: By being a man, freeborn,of good report,
and well recommended.

JW: It is well. You will conductthecandidate
to the Senior Warden in the West for
further examination.

SD:

SW:

SD:

I

(#) (U (U

(#) Who comeshere?

Mister John Paul Jones,who has long been
in darknessand now seeksto be broughtto
light and to receive a part in the rights
and benefits of this worshipful lodge,
erectedto God and dedicatedto the Saints
John,asaLl brothers and fellows have done
before.

SW: Mister Jones, is this of your own free will
and accord?

CA: It is.

SW: Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

SD: He is.

SW: Is he duly and truly prepared?

SD: He is.

SW: Is he of lawful age and properly vouched
for?

SD: He is.
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SW:
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Who vouches for this?

A I~wothor.

SW: By what further rights and benefitsdoeshe
expect to gain this favor?

SD: By being a man, freeborn,of good report,
and well recommended.

SW: It is well. You will conductthe candidate
to the Worshipful Master in the East for
further examination.

SD: (#) (U (U

WM: (U Who comes here?

SD: Mister John Paul Jones,who has long been
in darkness and now seeksto be broughtto
light and to receive a part in the rights
and benefits of this worshipful lodge,
erectedto God and dedicatedto the Saints
John,asall brothersand fellows havedone
before.

WM: Mister Jones,is this of your own free will
and accord?

CA: It is.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

SD: He is.

WM: Is he duly and truly prepared?

First Degree — First Section

SD:

WM:

21

He is.

[s he of lawful age and properly vouched
ror?

SD: lie is.

WM: Who vouchesfor this?

SD: A brother.

WM: By what further rights andbenefitsdoeshe
expect to gain this favor?

SD: By being a man, freeborn,of good report,
and well recommended.

WM: It is well. Since he comesendowedwith
all these necessary qualifications, it is
my order that you reconduct him to the
Senior Warden in the West who will teach
him to approach the East by one upright
regularstep, his feet forming the angleof
a square, his body erect at the altar
before the Worshipful Master.

SD: Brother Senior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that you teach the
candidate to approach the East by one
upright regular step, his feet forming the
angle of a square, his body erect at the
altar before the Worshipful Master.

SW: Brother Senior Deacon, you will face the
candidateto the East.

Mister Jones, you will step off one step
with your left foot, bringing the heel of
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forming the angle of a square.

Stand erect. In order, Worshipful.

WM: (#) (U (U

Mr. Jones, you are now at the altar of
Masonry for the first time; but before
proceeding further in our solemn
ceremonies, it becomes my duty as the
Worshipful Master of this lodge to inform
you that it will be necessarythat you take
upon yourself a solemn oathor obligation
pertaining to this degree,and I canassure
you, upon the honorof a mananda Mason,
that in this obligation there is nothing
that will conflict with any duty you owe to
God, your country, your family, your
neighbor,or yourself.In youradvancement
thus far you have repeatedlyassuredus it
was of your own free will and accord. If
you are still of the same mind, you will
advanceto our altar.

Kneel on your naked left knee,your right
forming a square,your left handsupporting
theHofy Bible, Square,and Compasses,your
right resting thereon, in which due form
you will say “1,” repeat your name, and say
after me.

CA: I, John Paul Jones.

WM: Of my own free will and accord, in the
presenceof Almighty Godand this worship-
ful lodge, erectedto [Jim and dedicatedto
the SaintsJohn, do herebyand hereonmost

solemnly and sincerely promiseand swear
that I will alwayshele,* everconceal,and
never reveal any of the secretarts, parts,
or points of the hidden mysteries of
AncientFreemasonrywhich havebeenhere-
tofore, may at this time, or shall at any
future period be communicatedto me as
such,to any personor personswhomsoever,
except it be to a true and lawful brother
of this degree or within a regularly
constituted lodge of Masons, and neither
unto him nor them until by strict trial,
due examination or legal information I
shall have found him or them as lawfully
entitled to the same as I am myself.

I furthermorepromiseand swearthat I will
not write, print, paint, stamp,stain, cut,
carve, mark nor engravethem norcausethe
same to be done upon anything movableor
immovable capableof receiving the least
impression of a word, syllable, letter or
character,whereby the samemay become
legible or intelligible to any personunder
the canopyof heaven.

All this I mostsolemnly andsincerelypro-
mise and swear with a firm and steadfast
resolution to keep and perform the same
without any equivocation,mental reserva-
tion or secretevasionof mind whatever,

* Pronounced as “hail.”
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should 1 ever knowingly violate this, my
solemn obligation of an Entered Apprentice
Mason. So help me, God, and keep mestead-
fast in the due performance of the same.

In token of your sincerity, you will detach
your hands and kiss the Bible.

BrotherSenior Deacon,you will releasethe
brother from the cabletow. He is bound to
us by an obligation, a tie stronger than
humanhandscan impose.

Brother Jones, in your present condition,
what do you most desire?

Light.

Light.

W M: Brother Senior Deacon and Brethren, you
will assist me in bringing the brotherfrom
darkness to light.

In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth, and the earth was without form
and void, and darkness was upon the face of
the deep; and the spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters, and God said, let
there be light, and there was light. In
humble commemoration of which
augustevent,we Masonically say, let there
be light, and there is light.

SD:

CA:

1’

My brother,upon being broughtto light in
this degree you discover the three great
lights in Masonry by the assistanceof the
three lesser. The three great lights in

Masonry are the Holy Bible, Square, and
Compasses. The Bible is given as the rule
and guide of our faith, the Square to
square our actions, and the Compassesto
circumscribe and keep us within due bounds.
The three lesser lights are three burning
tapers placed in a triangular form,
represenin the sun, moon, and Master of
the lodge, and are thus explained: As the
sun rules the day and the moon governsthe
night, so should the Worshipful Master
endeavorto rule and govern his lodge with
equal regularity.

SD: You now behold the Worshipful Master
approachingyou from the East underthe due
guard and sign of an Entered Apprentice
Mason.

WM: An Entered Apprenticestepsoff with his
left foot, bringing the heel of the right
to the hollow of the left, forming the
angle of a square, and this is the first
step in Masonry. This is the due guard of
an Entered Apprentice, and alludes to the
position in which your hands were placed
while taking your obligation. This is the
sign of an Entered Apprentice, and alludes
to the penalty of your obligation.

In token of friendship and brotherly love,
I presentyou my right handandwith it the

rip and word of an Entered Apprentice
~I1ason,but as you are un~nstructed, I will
explain them with Brother Senior Deacon.

Brother Senior Deacon, I hele.
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I conceal.

WM: What do you conceal?

SD: All the secrets of Masons in Masonry to
which this tokenalludes.

What is this?

A grip.

Of what?

Of an EnteredApprentice Mason.

WM: Has it a name?

SD: It has.

WM: Will you give it me?

SD: I did not so receive it; neither will I so

impart it.
WM: How will you disposeof it?

SD: I will letter and halve it with you.

WM: Letter and begin.

SD: No, you begin.

WM: You must begin.

SD:

WM:

I

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM: The grip is right, the word is right. You

will now arise and salute the Junior and
Senior Wardensasan Entered Apprentice.

(#)

(U How is it in the South, Brother Junior
Warden?

JW: All right in the South, Worshipful.

WM: (U How is it in the West, Brother Senior
Warden?

SW: All right in the West, Worshipful.

WM: (#) My brother, I now have the pleasure of
p resenting you with a lambskin or white
eat er apron. It is an emblem of

innocence and the badge of a Mason, more
ancient than the golden fleece or Roman
eagle, more honorable than the Star and
Garter, or any other order that can be
conferred upon you at this time, or at any
future period, by king, prince, potentate,
or any other person, except he be a Mason;
and which 1 hope you will wear with equaL

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:



28 Grand Lodge Ritual

pleasure
ternity.
Warden
to wear

to yourself and honor to the Fra-
You will carry it to the Senior

in the West who will teach you how
it as an Entered Apprentice.

(The following is the alternative “long form”
apron speech)

My brother,I now presentyou this lambskin
or white leather apron. It is an emblemof
innocence and the badge of a Mason—the
distinguished badge of a Mason.

It may be that in the coming years, upon
your head may rest the laurel wreaths of
victory. From your breast may hang jewels
fit to grace the diadem of an eastern
potentate. Nay, more than these, with
light added to the coming light, your
ambitious feet may tread round after round
of the ladder that leads to fame in our
mystic circle, and even the purple of our
Fraternity may rest upon your honored
shoulders. But never again from mortal
hands, never again until your en franch ised
spirit shall have passed upward and inward
through the pearly gates, shall any honor
so distinguished, so emblematical of purity
and perfection, be conferred upon you as
this which I now bestow. It is yours to
wear throughout an honorable life, and at
your death to be placed upon the coffin
which shall contain yourremains,and with
them laid beneaththe clods of the valley.

Let its pure and spotless surface be to you
an ever-presentreminder of a “purity of
life and rectitude of conduct,” a never-
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ending argument for nobler deeds, for high-
er thoughts, for greater achievements. And
when at last your weary feet shall have
cometo the end of life’s toilsomejourney,
and from your nerveless grasp shall drop
forever the working tools of life, may the
record of your life and actions be as pure
and spotless as this fair emblem which I
placed in your hands tonight. And when
your trembling soul shall stand naked and
alone before the great White Throne, may it
be your portion to hear from Him, who sit-
teth as the judge supreme, the welcome
words: Well done, thou good and faithful
servant! Enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.

SD: Brother Senior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that you teach the
brother how to wear his apron asan Entered
Apprentice.

SW: My brother, Masonic tradition informs us
that at the building of King Solomon’s
Temple there were threeprincipal classes
of workmen, each of which as a distinctive
badge wore their aprons in a particular
manner. Entered Apprentices, being bearers
of burdens, wore theirs with the bib turned
up to prevent soiling their clothing, and
although spots upon the apron of the
operative workman brought credit rather
than disgrace, yet you, as a speculative
Mason, are taught to keep yours unspotted
from the world.

WM: My brother, it now becomes my duty, in
accordance with an ancient custom adopted
in every regular and well governedlodge,
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to request you to deposit somethingof a
metallic kind, not for its intrinsic worth,
but that it may be laid up among the
records in the archives of the lodge as a
memorial that you were here made a Mason.
I therefore make this request of you—
somethingof a metallic kind.

My brother, you are poor indeed. This
request has not been made to trifle with
your feelings. As we well knew, if you
were duly and truly prepared,you had
nothing of a metallic kind about you; but
it is to make a deep and lasting impression
on your mind, and should you ever meeta
friend, more especiallya brother Mason, in
a like destitute situation, you should
contribute as liberally to his relief as
your ability will permit without material
injury to yourself.

As you are now clothed as an Entered
Apprentice, you are entitled to your
working tools. The working tools of an
EnteredApprenticearethetwenty-four inch
gaugeand the commongavel.

Thetwenty-four inch gaugeis an instrument
madeuseof by operativemasonsto measure
and lay out their work. But we, as Free
andAcceptedMasons,aretaughtto makeuse
of it for the more noble and glorious
purpose of dividing our time. It being
divided into twenty-four equal parts, is
emblematicalof the twenty-four hoursof
the day, which we are taught to divide into
three equal parts, whereby we find eight
hours for the service of God and a
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distressed worthy brother, eight for our
usual vocations,and eight for refreshment
and sleep.

Thecommongavelisan instrumentmadeuse
of by operafive masons to break off the
rough and superfluousparts of stones, the
better to fit them for the builder’s use,
but we, as Free and Accepted Masons,are
taught to makeuseof it for the morenoble
and glorious purpose of divesting our
hearts and consciencesof the vices and
superfluities of life, thereby fitting our
minds, as living stones,for that spiritual
building~ that house not madewith hands,
eternal in the heavens.

WM:

My brother,you now stand in thenortheast
corner of the lodgeasthe youngestEntered
Apprentice, and it is with pleasureI can
say that you there stand as a just and
upright Mason, and I give it you strictly
in chargeever to walk and act as such.

You will now be reconductedto the place
whenceyou came, investedwith what you
have beendivestedof, and returnedto the
lodge for further instruction.

FIRST DEGREE — SECOND SECTION

Explanatory Lecture

Mybrother, you havenow passedthroughthe
forms and ceremonies of your initiation,
many of which to you may have appeared of a
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light and trifling charactersuchas might
have been waived or adopted at pleasure.
But I will, however, inform you that they
aresuchashave been adopted and practiced
in all lodges from time immemorial for rea-
sons which I will now proceedto explain.

You were divested of all metals when
prepared to be made a Mason for two
reasons. First, that you might carry
nothing offensive or defensive into the
lodge. Second, at the building of King
Solomon’s Temple there was not heard the
soundof axe, hammer, or any tool of iron.
The stones were all hewn, squared and
numbered in the quarries where they were
raised;the timbers felled and prepared in
the forestsof Lebanon,conveyedby sea in
floats to Joppa thence by land to
Jerusalem,wheretheyweresetup by wooden
mauls prepared for that purpose. The
building when completed,its severalparts
fitting with such exactness,had more the
appearanceof the handiworkof theSupreme
Architect of the Universe than of human
hands.

You were neither naked nor clad because
Masonry regards no man for his worldly
wealth or honors. This, therefore,was to
signify that it is the internal and not the
external qualifications of a man that
should recommend him to be made a
Mason.

You were neither barefootnor shod. This
was in conformity to an ancientIsraelitish
custom. We read in thebook of Ruth of the

manner in former times concerning
redeeming and concerning changing. Then,
to confirm all things, a man plucked off
his shoeand gave it to his neighbor, and
this was a testimony in Israel. This,
therefore, was done to signify the
sincerity of your intentions in the
businessupon which you were thenaboutto
enter.

You were hoodwinked and with a cable tow
once around your neck for three reasons.
First, as you were then in darkness
yourself, so should you keepall the world
as regards the secretsof Freemasonry,
until they shall obtain themaslawfully as
you were then about to do. Second, that
~our heart might be taught to conceive

efore your eyes beheld the beauties of
Freemasonry. Third, had you refused to
submit to the forms and ceremoniesof your
initiation, being found unworthy to be
taken by the hand as a brother,you might,
by the help of the cabletow, havebeenled
out of the lodge without discoveringeven
the form thereof.

You were caused to give three distinct
knocks to alarm the lodge and inform the
Worshipful Master that you were prepared
for your initiation, and these allude to a
text in Scripture: ‘Ask and it shall be
given you; seek and ye shall find; knock
and it shall be opened unto you.’ You
might have applied this to your then situa-
tion in Masonry in this manner: You asked
the recommendation of a friend to be madea
Mason. Through his recommendationyou
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sought initiation. You knocked at the door
of the lodge and it was opened unto you.

You were received on the point of a sharp
instrumentpressingyour nakedleft breast
to signify that as that was an instrument
of torture to your flesh, so should the
recollection of it be to your conscience
should you ever presumeto reveal any of
the secretsof Freemasonryunlawfully.

You were conductedto the center of the
lodge, causedto kneel and attend prayer,
because no man should ever enter upon any
great or import ant undertaking without
first invoking the blessingof Deity.

You were asked in whom you put your trust
because, according to our Masonic
institution, no atheist can be made a
Mason. It was thereforenecessarythat you
should profess your belief in Deity;
otherwiseno oathor obligation would have
been considered binding upon you.

You were taken by the right hand, ordered
to arise, follow your conductorand fearno
danger, to signify that, at a time whenyou
could neither foreseenoravoiddanger,you
were in the hands of a true and trusty
friend in whose fidelity you might with
safety confide.

You were conductedonce aroundthe lodge
that all the brethren might see that you
were duly and truly prepared.

obstructions on your passagearound the
lodge becausetherewere guardsplacedat
the south, west and eastgatesof the outer
court of King Solomon’sTempleto seethat
none passedor repassedbut suchas were
duly qualified and had permission. It was
therefore necessarythat you should meet
with these severa~l obstructionsthat you
might beduly examinedbeforeyou could be
madea Mason.

You werecausedto kneelon your nakedleft
knee because the left has ever been
consideredthe weaker part of man. This,
therefore, was to signify that it was the
weakerpartof Masonryupon which you were
about to enter, it being that of an Entered
Apprentice.

You were causedto lay your right handon
the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses
becausethe right hand has in all agesbeen
deemedthe seatof fidelity. The ancients
at times worshippeda deity underthename
of Fides, which we sometimes see
representedby two right handsjoined; at
others by two human figures holding each
other by the right hand. The right hand,
therefore,was madeuseof on this occasion
to testify in the strongestmannerpossible
the sinceUty of your intentions in the
businessin which you were thenengaged.

You werepresentedwith a lambskinor white
leather apron becausethe lamb has in all
ages been deemed an emblem of innocence.
He, therefore, who wearsthe lambskin or
white leather apron as the badge of a MasonYou were caused to meet with several
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is thereby continually reminded of that
purity of life and conduct which is so
essentially necessary to his gaining admis-
sion into the celestial lodge where the
Supreme Architect of the Universe
presides.

You were requestedto depositsomethingof
a metallic kind to remindyou of your then
extremely poor and penniless condition, and
shouldyou ever meet a friend, more especi-
ally a brother Mason, in a like destitute
situation, you should contribute as liber-
ally to his relief as your ability will
permit without material injury to yourself.

You were placed in the northeastcornerof
the lodge as the youngest Entered
ApprenticebecauseinoperativeMasonrythe
first stone of a building is usually laid
in the northeast corner. You were
therefore there placed to receive your
first instruction whereon to build your
future moral and Masonic edifice.

Forms and Supports

WM: I will now proceedto explain to you what
constitutes a lodge, its form, supports,
covering, furniture, ornaments, lights,
jewels, how situated, and to whom
dedicated.

A lodge consists of a certain numberof
Free and AcceptedMasons,duly assembled,
with the Holy Bible, Squareand Compasses,
and a charter or warrantempoweringthemto

work. Our ancient brethren met on a high
hill or in a low vale, the better to guard
against the approach of cowans and
eavesdroppers ascending or descending.

The form of a lodge is an oblong rectangle
extendingfrom eastto west betweennorth
and south, from the earth to the heavens
and from the surface to the center. It is
said to be thus extensive to denote the
universality of Masonry and that a Mason’s
charity should be equally extensive.

Masonry may be said to be metaphorically
supported by three great pillars, called
wisdom, strength and beauty; because it is
necessary that there should be wisdom to
contrive, strength to support, and beauty
to adorn all great and important
undertakings.

They are represented by the three principal
officers of the lodge, the Worshipful
Master, Senior and Junior Wardens. The
Worshipful Master represents the pillar of
wisdom, it being supposed that he has
wisdom to open and govern his lodge, set
the craft to work and give them proper
instruction. The Senior Warden represents
the pillar of strength, it being his duty
to assist the Worshipful Master in opening
and closing his lodge, pay the craft their
wages if any be due so that none may go
away dissatisfied, harmony being the
strength and support of all institutions,
especially ours. The Junior Warden
represents the pillar of beauty, it being
his duty to observe the sun at meridian
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height, the beautyand glory of the day.

The covering of a lodge is the clouded
canopyor starry-deckedHeaven,whereall
good Masons hopeat last to arrive, by the
aid of a ladder, called Jacob’s ladder,
having threeprincipal rounds,denominated
faith, hope, and charity; teaching faith in
God, hope in immortality, and charity to
all mankind. But the greatestof these is
charity; for faith may be lost in sight—
hope ends in fruition—but charity extends
beyond the grave, to the boundlessrealms
of eternity.

The furniture of a lodge is the Holy Bible,
Square,and Compasses.The Bible we dedi-
cate to the serviceof God, the Squareto
the Master, and the Compasses to
the craft.

The Bible we dedicate to the serviceof
God, becauseit is His inestimablegift to
man,andon it weobligatea newly admitted
brother; the Squareto the Master, because
it is the proper Masonic emblem of his
office, and by it he is constantly reminded
of the duty heowesto the lodgeover which
he has been called to preside; and the
Compassesto the craft, who, by due
attention to their use, are taught to
circumscribetheir desires,and keeptheir
passions within due bounds with all
mankind, but more especially with our
brethrenin Freemasonry.

The ornamentsof a lodge are the mosaic
pavement, the indented tessel, and the

blazing star.

The mosaic pavement is a representation of
the ground floor of King Solomon’sTemple;
the indented tessel of that beautiful
tessellated border, or skirting, which
surrounded it—with the blazing star in the
center. The mosaic pavement is
emblematicalofhumanlife, checkeredwith
good and evil; the indented tessel which
surrounds it, of those manifold blessings
and comforts which surround us in this
life and which we hope to enjoy by a
faithful reliance on Divine Providence,
which is hieroglyphically represented by
the blazing star in the center.

A lodge has three lights, situated east,
west and south. There is none in the north
because of the situation of Kin g Solomon’s
Temple, which was placed so far north of
the ecliptic that neithersun nor moon,at
meridian height, could dart any rays into
the northern part thereof. The north,
therefore, we Masonically term a place of
darkness.

A Lodgehassix jewels; three immovable and
three movable. The immovablejewelsare
the square, level and plumb. The square
teachesmorality, the level equality, and
the plumb, rectitude of life; and are worn
by the three principal officers of the
lodge, the Worshipful Master, Senior and
Junior Wardens.

The movable jewels are the rough ashlar,
perfect ashlarand trestleboard.
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The rough ashlar is a stone takenfrom the
quarry in its rude and natural state. The
~erfectashlar is a stone made ready by the

the workmen, to be adjusted by the
working tools of the fellowcraft. The
trestle—board is for the Master to draw
designsupon.

By the roughashlarwe areremindedof our
rude and imperfect state by nature;by the
perfect ashlar, of that state of perfection
at which we hope to arrive by a virtuous
education, our own endeavors, and the
blessing of God; and by the trestle-board
we are also reminded that, as the operative
workman erects his temporal building
agreeably to the rules and designs laid
down by the masteron his trestle-board,so
should we, both operative and speculative,
endeavor to erect our spiritual building
agreeably to the rules and designs laid
down by the Supreme Architect of the
Universe, in the greatbooks of natureand
revelation, which areour spiritual, moral,
and Masonic trestle-board.

Lodges are situated due east and west
because King Solomon’s Temple was so
situated. King Solomon’s Temple was so
situated because Moses, after safely
conducting the children of Israel through
the Red Sea when pursued by Pharaoh and his
hosts had erected by Divine command,a
tabernacle, dedicated to God, which was
placed due east and west to perpetuate the
remembrance of that mighty east wind by
which their miraculous deliverance was
wrought, and to receive the rays of the

rising sun. This tabernaclewas an exact
model for King Solomon’sTemple,of which
every lodge is a representation. So, all
lodges are, or ought to be, situated due
east and west.

Lodges in ancient times were dedicatedto
King Solomon, he being our first Most
ExcellentGrandMaster; in moderntimes to
St. John the Baptist and St. John the
Evangelist—twoeminentChristian patrons
of Freemasonry;andsince their time there
has been represented, in every regular and
well furnished lodge, a certain point
within a circle, embordered by two
perpendicular parallel lines, representing
St. John the Baptist and St. John the
Evangelist. On the top of the circle rests
the book of Holy Scriptures; the point
represents an individual brother, the
circle the boundary line of his duty. In
going round this circle we necessarily
touch on the two parallel lines, as well as
on the book of Holy Scriptures;and while a
Mason keepshimself circumscribedwithin
their precepts, it is impossible that he
should materially err.

Tenets and Cardinal Virtues

WM: The tenets of a Mason’s profession are
brotherly love, relief, and truth.

By the exercise of brotherly love we are
taught to regard the whole human species as
one family—the high and low, rich and
poor; who, as created by one Almighty
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Parent,and inhabitantsof the same planet,
are to aid, support, and protect each
other. On this principle, Masonry unites
men of every country, sect, and opinion,
andconciliatestrue friendshipamongthose
who might otherwise have remained at a
perpetual distance.

I
C
4

To relieve the distressed is a duty
incumbenton all men; but particularly on
Masons,who profess to be linked together
by an indissoluble chain of sincereaffec-
tion. To soothethe unhappy,to sympathize
with their misfortunes, to compassionate
their miseries, and to restore peace to
their troubled minds, is the grand aim we
have in view. On this basis we form our
friendshipsand establishour connections.

Truth is a divine attribute, and the
foundationof every virtue. To be good and
true is the first lesson we are taught in
Masonry. On this themewecontemplate,and
by its dictates endeavor to regulate our
conduct. Hence, while influenced by this
principle,hypocrisyand deceitareunknown
among us, sincerity and plain dealing
distinguish us, and the heart and tongue
join in promoting eachother’s welfareand
rejoicing in eachother’s prosperity.

My Brother: you will hereafter make
yourself known among Masons by certain
signs, a token, a word, and the points of
~our entrance. The signs, token, and word

ave already been exp~lained to you. The
points of your entrance are four: namely,
the gutteral, pectoral, manual, and pedal,

and allude to the four cardinal virtues,
temperance, fortitude, prudence, and
justice.

Temperanceis that due restraint upon our
affections and passionswhich rendersthe
body tame and governable, and frees the
mind from the a71 Lurements of vice. This
virtue should be the constantpractice of
every Mason, as he is thereby taught to
avoid excess, or the contracting of any
licentious or vicious habit, the indulgence
in which might leadhim to disclosesomeof
those valuable secrets which he has
promised to conceal and never reveal, and
which would consequently subjecthim to the
contempt and detestation of all good
Masons, if not to the penalty of your
obligation, which alludes to the gutteral.

Fortitude is that noble and steadypurpose
of the mind whereby we are enabled to
undergo any pain, peril, or danger, when
prudentiallydeemedexpedient. This virtue
is equally distant from rashness and
cowardice, and like the former, shouldbe
deeply impressed upon the mind of ever y
Mason, as a safeguard or security against
any illegal attack that may be made, by
force or otherwise, to extort from him any
of those valuable secrets with which hehas
been so solemnly entrusted,and which was
emblematicallyrepresentedupon your first
admission into the lodge when you were
receivedon the point of a sharpinstrument
pressing your naked left breast, which
alludesto the pectoral.
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Prudenceteachesus to regulate our lives
and actions agreeably to the dictates of
reason, and is that habit by which we
wisely judge, and prudentially determine,
on all things relative to our present•as
well as to our future happiness. This vir-
tue should be the peculiar characteristic
of everyMason,not only for the government
of his conductwhile in the lodge, but also
when abroad in the world. It should be
particularly attended to, in all strange
and mixed companies,never to let fall the
least sign, token or word, whereby the
secretsof Masonry may be unlawfully ob-
tained,everrememberingthesolemnobliga-
tion you took while kneelingon your naked
left knee, your right forming a square,
your left hand supporting the HolyBible,
Square,and Compasses,your right resting
thereon,which alludesto the manual.

Justice is that standard or boundary of
right, which enables us to render unto
every man his just due, without
distinction. This virtue is not only
consistentwith Divine and humanlaws,but
is the very cement and support of civil
society;and, as justice in a greatmeasure
constitutes the real good man, so should it
be the invariable practiceof every Mason
never to deviate from the minutest
principle thereof, ever remembering the
solemnchargeyou receivedwhile standing
in the northeast corner of the lodge,your
feet forming the angleof a square,which
alludes to the pedal.

My brother: it is hopedand expectedthat

you will apply yourself to the study of
masonry as Entered Apprentices served their
Masters in ancient times, which was with
Freedom, Fervency, and Zeal, emblem-
atically representedby chalk, charcoal,
and clay, because there is nothing more
free than chalk, the least touch of which
leaves a tracebehind;nothingmore fervent
than charcoal to which when well ignited,
the most obdurate metals yield; nothing
more zealous than clay or mother earth
which is constantly being employed for
man’s use and is as constantly reminding
him that as from it he came so to it he
must sooner or later return.

Charge

WM: My Brother: Having passed through the
ceremonies of your initiation, I
congratulate you on youradmissioninto our
ancient and honorable Fraternity. Ancient,
as having existed from time immemorial;
honorable, as tending to make all men so
who are strictly obedient to its precepts.
It is an institution having for its
foundation the practice of the moral and
social virtues. And to so high an eminence
has its credit been advanced, that, in
every age and country, men pre-eminent for
their moral and intellectual attainments
haveencouragedand promotedits interests.
Nor has it been thought derogatory to their
dignity that monarchs have, for a season,
exchanged the scepter for the trowel to
patronize our mysteries and join in our
assemblies.
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As a Mason,you are to regardthe volume of
the Sacred Law as the great light in your
profession: to consider it as the unerring
standard of truth and justice, and to
regulate your actions by the Divine
precepts it contains. In it you will learn
the important duties you owe to God, your
neighbor, and yourself. To God, by never
mentioningHis namebut with that awe and
reverence which are due from the creature
to his Creator; by imploring His aid on all
your Lawful undertakings, and by looking up
to Him in every emergency, for comfort and
support. To your neighbor, by acting with
him upon the square; by rendering him every
kind office which justice or mercy may
require; by relieving his distresses, and
soothing his afflictions; and by doing to
him, as in similar cases you would that he
should do unto you. And to yourself, by
such a prudent and well—regulated course of
discipline as may best conduce to the

reservation of your faculties in their
11uest energy; thereby enabling you to

exert the talents wherewith God has blessed
you, as well to His glory as to the welfare
of your fellow-creatures.

As a citizen, you are enjoined to be
exemplary in the discharge of your civil
duties, by never proposing or countenancing
any act which may have a tendency to
subvert the peace and good order of
society; by paying due obedience to the
laws under whoseprotectionyou live, and
by never losing sight of the allegiance due
to your country.

As an individual, you are charged to
practice the domesticand public virtues.
Let temperance chasten, fortitude support,
prudence direct you, and justice be the
guide of all your actions. Be especially
careful to maintain, in their fullest
splendor, those true Masonic ornaments—
brotherly love, relief, and truth.

Finally: Be faithful to the trust
committed to your care, and manifest your
fidelity by a strict observanceof the
principles of the Fraternity; and by
refraining to recommend any one to a
participation in our privileges unless you
have strong reasons to believe that by a
similar fidelity, he will ultimately
reflect honor on our ancient Institution.

You will now be seated at the right hand of
the Junior Warden in the South.

CLOSING ON THE FIRST DEGREE

(Closing begins here if the lodge has not been
opened on a higher degree.)

WM: (#) Brother Junior Deacon. The last as
well as the first greatcareof Masonswhen
convened?

JD: To see that the lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: You will perform that duty and inform the
Tiler that I am about to closeBlank Lodge
Number 1986 and direct him to take due
notice and tile accordingly.
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JD: (+) (+) (4)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: How tiled?

JD: By a Master Mason armed with the proper
implementof his office.

WM: The Tiler’s station?

JD: Outside the inner door with a drawn sword
in his hand.

WM: His duty?

JD: To guardagainstthe approachof cowansand
eavesdroppers and see that none pass or
repass but such as are duly qualified and
have permission.

(Closing beginshere if lodge hasbeenopenedon
a higher degree.)

WM: (*) Brother SeniorWarden. At the opening
of this lodgeyou informed methat you were
a Mason. What makesyou a Mason?

SW: My obligation.

WM: Where were you made a Mason?

SW: In a regularly constitutedlodge of Masons.

WM: What number constitutes a lodge of
Masons?
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SW: Sevenor more.

WM: When of seven,of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens,Treasurer and Secretary, Senior
and Junior Deacons.

WM: The Junior Deacon’splace?

SW: At the right hand of the Senior Wardenin
the West.

WM: (#) (#) Your duty, Brother Junior Deacon?

JD: To carrymessagesfrom theSenior Wardenin
the West to the JuniorWardenin theSouth
and elsewherearoundthe lodgeasdirected;
to take charge of the door, and with the
assistanceof the Stewardsto prepareand
present candidates.

WM: Brother Junior Deacon, the Senior Deacon’s
place?

JD: At the right hand of the Worshipful Master
in the East.

WM: Your duty, Brother Senior Deacon?

SD: To carry ordersfrom the Worshipful Master
in the East to the Senior Warden in the
West and elsewherearound the lodge as
required; to introduce and accommodate
visiting brethren, receive and conduct
candidates.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, the Secretary’s
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place?

SD: On your left, Worshipful.

Your duty, BrotherSecretary?

To observe the will and pleasureof the
Worshipful Master, to record the proceed-
ings of the lodge proper to be written,
transmit a copy of the sameto the Grand
Lodge when required; receive all moneys
paid into the lodge, pay them over to the
Treasurer,taking his receipt therefor.

WM: Brother Secretary,the Treasurer’splace?

SE: On your right, Worshipful.

WM: Your duty, BrotherTreasurer?

TR: To receive all moneyspaid into the lodge
from the hands of the Secretary,keep a
just and regular account of the same,pa~
them out by the order of the Worshipfu
Master and consentof the lodge.

WM: Brother Treasurer, the Junior Warden’s

station?

TR: In the South, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the South, Brother Junior Warden?

JW: As the sun in the southat meridian height
is the beautyand glory of the day, so is
the Junior Wardenin the South, the better
to observethe time to call the craft from
labor to refreshment, superintend them

First Degree- Closing

during the hour thereof, see that none
convert the means of refreshment into
intemperanceor excess,call them to labor
again at the order of the Worshipful
Master, that he may have pleasureand the
craft profit thereby.

WM: BrotherJuniorWarden. The SeniorWarden’s

station?

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the West, BrotherSenior Warden?

SW: As the sun is in the west at the closeof
the day, so is the Senior Warden in the
West, to assist the Worshipful Master in
opening and closing his lodge, pay the
craft their wages if any be due so that
none may go away dissatisfied, harmony
being the strength and support of all
institutions, especiallyours.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, The Worshipful
Master’sstation?

SW: In the East,Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and govern his
lodge, set the craft to work and give them
proper instruction.

WM: Brother
Blank
closed.

Senior Warden, it is my order that
Lodge Number 1986 be now

•1-
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This you will communicate to the Junior
Warden in the Southand he to thebrethren,
that all having due notice thereof may
govern themselvesaccordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshi ful Master that Blank Lodge
Number19~6be now closed. This you wi7l 1
communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
theWorshipfulMaster,communicatedto me
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number1986benow closed.Takedue notice
thereofand govern yourselvesaccordingly.

WM: Together,Brethren. (#)

SW: (#)

JW: (#)

WM: Brother Senior Warden,how
meet?

should Masons

On the level.

brotherl~i love prevail and everymoral and

social virtue cementus. Amen.

All: So mote it be.

WM: Accordingly, 1 declareBlank LodgeNumber
1986 closed in form until its next stated
meeting, unlesssoonerspeciallyconvened,
in which casedue and timely notice will be
given by summonsor otherwise.

Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.
Brother Senior Deacon. Takechargeof the
Lights.

JD: (+) (+) (4)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD:

WM:

The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

(#)

And how act, Brother Junior Warden?

JW: By the plumb.

WM: And part upon the square;so my Brethren,
may we ever meet,act and part.

CH: And now may the blessing of Heavenrest
upon us and all regular Masons. May

SW:

WM:
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OPENING ON THE SECOND DEGREE
UP FROM THE FIRST DEGREE

WM: (#) BrotherSenior Warden. Will you beoff
or from?

SW: From.

WM: From what to what?

SW: From the degreeof Entered Apprentice to
that of Fellowcraft.

WM: Are all presentFellowcrafts?

SW: 1 will inquire by my proper officer and
report.

(#) Brother Junior Deacon.
proceed to satisfy yourself
presentare Fellowcrafts.

JD: (Does not purge.)
Brother Senior Warden.

SW: (#) All present are
Worshipful.

You will
that all

I am so satisfied,

Fellowcrafts,

WM: As a further evidenceyou will cause the
Senior and Junior Deaconsto approachthe
West, receive from them the pass, direct
them to proceed on the right and left,
collect the pass from the brethren and
convey it to the East.

SW: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Deacons.
Repair to the West and give methepassof
a Fellowcraft.

SD:

JD:

SW: You will now proceedon theright and left
collect the pass from the brethren and
convey it to the East.

WM: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Stewards.
Repair to the gallery and assist the
Deaconsin collecting the pass.

SS and JS:

Brother: (Givesa wrong pass.)

SD, JD, SS, or JS: (#) Confusion,Worshipful.

WM: (#) Is the Brother vouchedfor?

(At this point four situations may be encoun-
tered. Any other is an emergencysituation.)
(1) Instead of asking whether the Brother is
vouched for, the Worshipful Master may order,
??You will invest the Brother with the pass,”thus
vouching for him.

(2) A Brother who has already given the pass
correctly vouchesfor the challenged Brother by
saying, “1 will vouch for the Brotherasa Master
Mason.?? The Worshipful Master then ordersthe
Junior Deacon, ??You will invest him with the
pass.??

(3) A Brother who has not yet given the pass
vouches for the challengedBrother. When the
Junior Deaconcomes to this secondBrother, the
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Brother gives a wrong pass. The Junior Deacon
will sound the alarm and the Master will ask if
this Brother is vouched for. lf no one vouches
for him the Worshipful Masterwill say,“Brother,
you and the Brother for whom you vouchedwill
retire, and assoon aspossiblea committeewill
be appointedto examineyou.??

(4) Oneof the Deaconsmayvouch for theBrother,
in which case the Worshipful Masterwill order
him investedwith the pass.

(Naturally,whenno onevouchesfor a Brotherwho
has given a wrong pass,the Worshipful Master
will order, Y?Brother, you will retire, and as
soonaspossiblea committeewill beappointedto
examineyou.??)

SS and JS:

JD:

SD:

WM:
(#) The pass is right. Brother Senior

Warden,are you a Fe1 lowcraft?

I am, try me.

How will you be tried?

By the square.

Why by the square?

Becauseit isanemblemof morality andone
of the working tools of a Fellowcraft.
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WM: What is a square?

SW: An anile of 90 degreesor the fourth part
of a circle.

WM: What makes you a Fellowcraft?

SW: My obligation.

WM: Wherewere you madea Fellowcraft?

SW: In a regularly constituted lodge of
Fellowcrafts.

WM: What number constitutes a lodge of
Fellowcrafts?

SW: Five or more.

WM: When of five, of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens,Senior and Junior Deacons.

WM: The Junior Deacon?splace?

SW: At the right hand of the Senior Wardenin
the West.

WM: (40 (#) Brother Junior Deacon, the Senior
Deacon?splace?

JD: At the right hand of the Worshipful Master
in the East.

WM: BrotherSeniorDeacon. The Junior Warden?s
station?

SW:

WM:

SW:

WM:

SW:
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SD:

WM:

In the South, Worshipful.

BrotherJunior Warden. TheSenior Warden?s
station?

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, The Worshipful
Master?sstation?

SW: In the East, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and governhis
lodge, set the Craft to work and give them
proper instruction.

WM: Brother Senior Warden it is my order that
Blank LodgeNumber 1~86 be now openedon
the Second Degreeof Masonry. This you
will communicateto the Junior Wardenin
the South and he to the brethren,that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank
Lodge Number1986 be now openedon the
Second Degreeof Masonry. This you will
communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
the Worshipful Master,communicatedto me

the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
mber 1986 be now openedon the Second

Degreeof Masonry. Takedue noticethereof
and governyourselvesaccordingly.

WM: Together,Brethren. (#) (40

SW: (40 (#)

JW: (40 (#)

WM: Accordingly, I declareBlank Lodge ~4umber
1986 opened on the Second Degree of
Masonry. BrotherJunior Deacon,inform the
Tiler. BrotherSeniorDeacon. Arrangethe
Lights.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Tilei~ is informed, Worshipful.

WM: (#)

OPENING ON THE SECOND DEGREE -

SHORT FORM

WM: (#) (The officers take their stations and
places.The Pledgeof Allegiance is given.)

(40 Brother Junior Deacon. You will see
that the Tiler is at his post and close the
door.

JD: The Tiler is at his post, Worshipful.
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WM: (40 Brother Senior Warden.
presentFellowcrafts?

Are all

SW: 1 will inquire by my proper officer and
report.

(40 Brother Junior Deacon.
proceed to satisfy yourself
presentare Fellowcrafts.

You will
that all

JD: (Purges the lodge or asks) Worshipful
Master, may I haveassistance?

WM: Brother __________

Junior Deacon.
you will assist the

JD: (On seeinga Brotherhedoesnot recognize,
stops oppositehim and ordershim to rise
and ivehisnameandthename,numberand
loc&t ion of his lodge. He must elicit this
information but no ritual is prescribed for
this.)

Brother: (Does so.)

WM: Is the Brother vouchedfor?

(See First Degree - Opening, page 2, for an
explanation of the situations that may be
encounteredwhen purging.)

JD: I am so satisfied, Brother Senior Warden.

SW: (#) All present are Fellowcrafts,
Worshipful.

WM: As a further evidence, you will causethe
Senior and Junior Deaconsto approachthe

West, receive from them the pass,direct
them to proceed on the right and left,
collect the pass from the brethren,and
convey it to the East.

SW: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Deacons.
Repair to the West and give me thepassof
aFellowcraft.

SD:

JD:

SW: You will now proceedon the right and left,
collect the pass from the brethren, and
convey it to the East.

WM: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Stewards.
Repair to the gallery and assist the
Deaconsin collecting the pass.

SS and JS:

Brother: (Gives a wrong pass.)

SD, JD, SS,or JS: (#) Confusion, Worshipful.

(See Second Degree - Opening, page 55, for an
explanation of the situations that may be
encountered when collecting the pass.)

SS and JS:

JD:

SD:

WM: (#) The pass is right. Brother Senior
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Warden,are you a Fellowcraft?

SW: I am, try me.

WM: How will you be tried?

SW: By the square.

WM: Why by the square?

SW: Becauseit is anemblemof morality and one
of the working tools of a Fellowcraft.

WM: What is a square?

SW: An angle of 90 degreesor the fourth part

of a circle.

WM: What makesyou a Fellowcraft?

SW: My obligation.

WM: Wherewere you madea Fellowcraft?

SW: In a regularly constituted lodge of
FellowcraIts.

WM: What number constitutes a lodge of
Fellowcrafts?

SW: Five or more.

WM: When of five, of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens,Seniorand Junior Deacons.

WM: The Junior Deacon?splace?

SecondDegree- Opening 63

SW: At the right handof the Senior Warden in
the West.

WM: (40 (#) Brother Junior Deacon, the Senior
Deacon?splace?

JD: At the right handof the Worshipful Master
in the East.

WM: BrotherSeniorDeacon. TheJunior Warden?s
station?

SD: In the South, Worshipful.

WM: BrotherJuniorWarden. TheSenior Warden’s
station?

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, The Worshipful
Master’sstation?

SW: In the East,Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to openand govern his
lodge, set the Craft to work andgive them
proper instruction.

WM: BrotherSenior Warden it is my order that
Blank LodgeNumber1486 be now openedon
the Second Degreeof Masonry. This you
will communicateto the Junior Wardenin
the South and he to the brethren,that all
having due notice thereof may govern
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themselvesaccordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now openedon the Second
Degree of Masonry. This you will
communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselves accordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (40 Brethren, it is the order of
theWorshipful Master,communicatedto me
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now openedon the Second
Degreeof Masonry. Takedue notice thereof
and governyourselvesaccordingly.

WM: Together,Bi~ethren. (#) (#)

SW: (40 (40

(#) (#)

SupremeRuler of the Universe, we would
reverently invoke Thy blessing at this
time; wilt Thou be pleasedto grant that
this meeting thus begun in order may be
conductedin peaceand closed in harmony.
Amen.

All: So mote it be.

WM: Accordingly,I declareBlank Lodge Number
1986 opened on the Second Degree of
Masonry.BrotherJuniorDeacon,inform the
Tiler. Brother SeniorDeacon. Arrangethe
Lights.

JW:

CH:

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

WM: (#)

SECOND DEGREE - FIRST SECTION

WM: (40 Brother Junior Deacon. You will
ascertain if there are any candidatesin
waiting.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: WorshipfulMaster,BrotherJohnPaul Jones,
an Entered Apprentice, is in waiting and
desires to be passed to the degree of
Fellowcraft.

WM: You will take with you the Stewards,
retire, prepareand presentthe candidate
for the Second Degree. Brother Senior
Deacon. You will attendto all alarmsand
takechargeof the door.

SD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

CA: (+) (+) (+)

SD: Worshipful Master, thereis analarm ~t the
doorof the preparationroom.
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WM: Brother Senior Deacon,attendto the alarm

and report the cause.

SD: (+) (+) (+) Who comeshere?

JD: Brother JohnPaul Jones,who hasbeenregu-
larly initiated as an Entered Apprentice,
and now seeksmore light in Masonry by
being passedto the degreeof Fellowcraft.

SD: Brother Jones, is this of your
will and accord?

SD: Brother Junior Deacon, is the
worthy and well qualified?

own free

candidate

He is.

Is he duly and truly prepared?

JD: He is.

SD: Has he made suitable proficiency in the
precedingdegree?

JD: He has.

SD: Who vouchesfor this?

JD: A brother.

SD: By what further right or benefit doeshe
expect to gain admission?

CA: It is.

JD:

SD:

SD: Hashe the pass?

JD: He has it not, but I have it for him.

SD: Give me the pass.

JD:

SD: The pass is right. You will wait with
patience until the Worshipful Master is
informed of your request and his answer
returned.

SD: (#) (#) (#) Worshipful Master, the alarm
wascausedby BrotherJohnPaul Jones,who
has been regularly initiated asan Entered
Apprentice, and now seeksmore light in
Masonry by being passedto the degreeof
Fel Iowcraft.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, is this
free will and accord?

of his own

SD: It is.

WM: Is the candidate worthy
qualified?

and well

SD: He is.

WM: Is he duly and truly prepared?

SD: He is.

WM: Has he made suitable proficiency in the
precedingdegree?

JD: By the benefit of the pass. SD: He has.
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Who vouchesfor this?

SD: A brother.

WM: By what further riKht or benefit doeshe
expect to gain admission?

SD: By the benefit of the pass.

WM: Has tie the pass?

SD: He has it not, but I have it for him.

Give me the pass.

The passis right. Sincehecomesendowed
with all thesenecessaryqualifications, it
is my order that he enter this lodge in the
name of the Lord and be received in due
form.

SD: It is the order or the Worshipful Master
that the candidateenter this lodge in the
name of the Lord and be received in due
form.

Brother Jones, upon your first admission
into a lodgeof Masons,you were received
on the point of a sharpinstrumentpressing
your naked left breast,which was thenex-
~lained to you. Upon your first admission
into a lodge of Fe1 lowcrafts, I receiveyou
on the angle of a squareapplied to your
naked right breast, which is to teachyou
that the square of virtue should be the
rule and guide of your conduct in all your

K
SecondDegree- First Section

JW:

SW:

69
future transactionswith mankind.

CH: Though I speak with the tonguesor menand
of angels, and have not charity, I am
become as sounding brass or a tinkling
cymbal. And though I have the gift of
prophecy,and understandall mysteriesand
all knowledge,and though I haveall faith,
so that I couldremovemountains,andhave
not charity, I am nothing. And though I
bestowall my goodsto feed the poor, and
though I give my body to be burned, and
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
Charity suffereth long, and is kind;
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not
itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave
itself unseemly,seekethnot her own, is
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth; beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things. And now abideth faith, hope,
charity—these three; but the greatest or
these is charity.

(#)

(#)

WM: (#)

JW: (#)

SW: (#)

WM: (#)

SD: (#)

(#)

(#)

(#)

(#) (#)

WM:

WM:

SD:

WM:
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JW: (#) Who comeshere?

SD: BrotherJohnPaul Jones,who hasbeenregu-
larly initiated as an Entered Apprentice,
and now seeksmore light in Masonry by
being passedto the degreeof Fellowcraft.

JW: Brother Jones, is this of your own free
will and accord?

It is.

Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

He is.

Is he duly and truly prepared?

He is.

Has he made suitable proficiency in the
preceding degree?

He has.

Who vouchesfor this?

A brother.

By what further right or benefit doeshe
expect to gain this favor?
By the benefit of the pass.

Has he the pass?

He hasit not, but I have it for him.

CA:

JW:

SD:

JW:

SD:

JW:

SD:

JW:

SD:

JW:

SD:

JW:

SD:

JW:

SD:

JW:
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Give me the pass.

The pass is right. You will conduct the
candidateto the SeniorWardenin the West
for further examination.

SD: (#) (#) (Ni

SW: (#) Who comeshere?

SD: Brother John Paul Jones who has been regu-
larly initiated as an ~ntered Apprentice,
and now seeks more light in Masonry by
being passedto the degreeof Fellowcraft.

SW: Brother Jones, is this of your own free
will and accord?

CA: It is.

SW: Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

SD: He is.

SW: Is he duly and truly prepared?

SD: He is.

SW: Has he made suitable proficiency in the
precedingdegree?

He has.

Who vouchesfor this?

SD:

SW:
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A brother.

By what further right or benefit doeshe
expect to gain this favor?
By the benefit of the pass.

Has he the pass?

He has it not, but I have it for him.

Give me the pass.

SW: The pass is right. You will conduct the
candidateto the Worshipful Master in the
East for further examination.

SD: (#) (#) (#)

(#) Who comeshere?

BrotherJohnPaul Jones,who hasbeenregu-
larly initiated as an Entered Apprentice,
and now seeks more light in Masonry by
being passedto the degreeof Fellowcraft.

WM: Brother Jones, is this of your own free
will and accord?

It is.

Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

SD: He is.

WM:

SD:

Is he duly and truly prepared?

He is.

WM: Has he made suitable proficiency in the
preceding degree?

SD:

WM:

He has.

Who vouchesfor this?

SD: A brother.

WM: By what further right or benefit doeshe
expectto gain this favor?

SD: By the benefit of the pass.

WM:

SD:

Hashe the pass?

He has it not, but I have it for him.

WM: Give me the pass.

SD:

WM: The pass‘is right. Sincehe comesendowed
with all thesenecessaryqualifications, it
is my order that you reconducthim to the
Senior Warden in the West who will teach
him to approach the East by two upright
regular steps, his feet forming the angle
of a square,his body erect at the altar
beforethe Worshipful Master.

SD: Brother Senior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that you teach the
candidate to approach the East by two

SD:

SW:

SD:

SW:

SD:

SW:

SD:

WM:

SD:

CA:

WM:
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upright regularsteps,his feet forming the
angle of a square, his body erect at the
altar before the Worshipful Master.

SW: Brother Senior Deacon,you will face the
candidateto the East.

Brother Jones, you will take the Entered
Apprenticestep. You will now stepoff one
step with your right foot, bringing the
heel of the left to the hollow of the
right, forming the angleof a square.

Standerect. In order, Worshipful.

WM: (#) (#) (#) Brother Jones,you are now at
the altar of Masonry for the second time;
but beforeproceedingfurther in our solemn
ceremonies,it becomesmy duty as the
Worshipful Master of this lodge to inform
you that it will be necessarythat you take
upon yourself a solemnoath or obligation
pertaining to this degree, similar in
characterto that which you have taken in
the precedingde ree, and I canassureyou,
upon the honor o~ a manand a Mason, that
in this obligation there is nothing that
will conflict with anyduty you owe to God,
your country, your family, your neighbor,
or yourself. In your advancement thus far
you have repeatedlyassuredus it was of
your own free will andaccord. If you are
still of thesamemind,you will advanceto
our altar.

Kneel on your naked right knee,your left
forming a square, your right hand resting
on the Holy Bible, Square,and Compasses,

your left arm forming a right angle
supportedby a square, in which due form
you will say I, repeatyour name,and say
after me.

CA: I, John Paul Jones.

WM: Of my own free will and accord, in the
presence of Almighty God and this
Worshipful Lodge, erected to Him and
dedicatedto the SaintsJohn,do herebyand
hereonmostsolemnlyandsincerelypromise
and swear that I will always hele, ever
conceal,and neverreveal any of the secret
arts, parts, or points of the Fellowcrafts
degreeto anypersonor personswhomsoever,
except it be to a true and lawful brother
of this degree or within a regularly
constituted lodge of Fellowcrafts, and
neither unto him nor them until by strict
trial, due examinationor legal information
I shall have found him or themas lawfully
entitled to the sameas I am myself.

I furthermorepromiseandswearthat I will
conform to and abideby all the laws, rules
and regulationsof the Fellowcraftsdegree,
so far as the same shall come to my
knowledge.

Furthermore,that I will answer and obey
all due signsand summonsessent to me from
a lodgeof Fellowcraftsor given to me by a
brother of this degree, if within the
length of my cable tow.

Furthermore,that I will aid and assistall
worthy distressedbrother Fellowcrafts, I
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knowing them to be such, so far as my
ability will permit without material injury
to myself.

Furthermore,that I will not cheat
nor defrauda lodge of Fellowcrat~tsnor~
brotherof this degree,nor supplanthim in
any of his laudabLeundertakings.

All this I most solemnly and sincerely
promiseandswearwith a firm andsteadfast
resolution to keep and perform the same
without any equivocation, mental
reservation or secret evasion of mind
whatever,

should
I ever knowingly violate this, my solemn
obligation of a Fellowcraft Mason. So help
me, God, and keep me steadfastin the due
performanceof the same.

In token of your sincerity, you will detach
your handsand kiss the Bible.

BrotherSenior Deacon,you will releasethe
brother from the cable tow. He is bound to
us by an obligation, a tie stronger than
humanhandscan impose.

Brother Jones, in your presentcondition,

what do you most desire?

SD: More light in Masonry.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon and Brethren, you
will assist me in bringing the brotherfrom
darknessto light.

In thebeginningGod createdthe heavenand
the earth, and the earth was without form
and void, and darknesswasupon the faceof
the deep;and the spirit of God movedupon
the face of the waters, and God said, let
there be light, and there was light. In
humble commemorationof which august
event, we Masonically say, let there be
light, and there is light.

My brother,upon beingbrought to light in
this degree you discover the three great
lights in Masonry,as before, with this
difference: one point of the Compasses
elevated above the Square, which is to
teach you that you have as yet received
light in Masonry but partially.

SD: You now behold the Worshipful Master
approaching you from the Eastunderthedue
guardand sign of a Fellowcraft Mason.

WM: An Entered Apprentice stepsoff with his
left foot, bringing the heel of the right
to the hollow of the left, forming the
angle of a square, and this is the first
step in Masonry. A Fellowcraft stepsoff
with his right foot, bringing the heel of
the left to the hollow of the right,
forming also the angle of a square, and
this is the secondstep in Masonry. This
was given you as the dueguard,and this as
the sign of an Entered Apprentice, which
were then explained to you. This is theCA: More light in Masonry.
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due guardof a Fellowcraft, and alludesto
the position in which your hands were
placedwhile taking your obligation. This
is the sign of a Feflowcraft, and alludes
to the penaltyof your obligation.

In token of the continuanceof friendshiI~
and brotherly love, I presentyou my righ
hand and with it the pass, token of the
pass, grip, and word of a Fellowcraft
Mason, but as you are uninstructed,I will
explain them with BrotherSenior Deacon.
Take me as I takeyou.

Brother Senior Deacon, will you be off or
from?

SD: From.

WM: From what to what?

SD: From the grip of an EnteredApprenticeto
the passgrip of a Fellowcraft.

WM: Pass. What is this?

SD: The passgrip of a Fellowcraft.

WM: Has it a name?

SD: It has.

WM: Will you give it me?

SD: I did not so receive it; neither will I so
impart it.

WM: How will you dispose of it?

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SecondDegree— First Section

I will syllable it with you.

Syllable and begin.

No, you begin.

You must begin.

Fellowcraft to the

79

The .?ass is right. Will you be off or

From.

From what to what?

From the passgrip of a
real grip of the same.

Pass. What is this?

The real grip of a Fellowcraft.

Has it a name?

It has.

Will you give it me?
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SD: I did not so receive it; neither will I so
impart it.

WM: How will you dispose of it?

SD: I will letter it with you.

WM:

SD:

Letter and begin.

No, you begin.

WM: You must begin.

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM: The grip is right, the word is right. You
will now arise and salute the Junior and
Senior Wardensasa Fellowcraft.

(#) (To seat lodge.)

SecondDegree— First Section 81

Warden?

JW: All right in the South, Worshipful.

WM: (#) How is it in the West, Brother Senior
Warden?

SW: All right in the West, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Brother Senior Deacon, you will
reconductthe brother to the SeniorWarden
in the West who will teachhim how to wear
his apron asa Fellowcraft.

SD: Brother Senior
the Worshipful
brother how
Fellowcraft.

Warden. It is the order of
Master that you teach the

to wear his apron as a

SW: My brother, Masonic tradition informs us
that at the building of King Solomon’s
Temple,Fellowcraftsworetheirapronswith
the bib turned down and the left corner
turned up in the form of a triangle to
serve as a receptacle for their working
tools. As a speculativeFellowcraft you
will therefore wear yours in this manner,
that the three sides of the triangle thus
formedmaysymbolizethefidelity, industry
and skill which should characterizeyour
work as a Fellowcraft.

WM: My brother, as you are now clothed as a
Fellowcraft, you are entitled to your work-
ing tools. The working toolsof a Fellow-
craft are the plumb, squareand level.

(#) How is it in the South, BrotherJunior The plumb is an instrumentmadeuseof by
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operativemasonsto try perpendiculars;the
square, to square their work; and the
level, to prove horizontals; but we, as
Free and Accepted Masons,are taught to
make use of them for more noble and
glorious purposes.

The plumb admonishesus to walk uprightly
in our severalstationsbefore Godand man,
squaring our actions by the square of
virtue, ever remembering that we are
traveling upon the level of time, to “that
undiscoveredcountry, from whose bournno
traveler returns.tt

You will now be reconductedto the place
whenceyou came, investedwith what you
have been divestedof, and, in accordance
with an ancient customadopted in every
regularand well governedlodge, it will be
necessarythat you makea regularadvance
through a porch, by a flight of winding
stairs consisting of three, five and seven
steps, to a place representingthe Middle
Chamber of King Solomonts Temple,
where you will find the Worshipful Master
who will give you instruction relative to
the wagesand jewelsof a Fellowcraft.

SECOND DEGREE - SECOND SECTION

Senior Deacon’sLecture

SD: My brother: Masonry is consideredunder
two denominations, operative and
speculative.

SecondDegree- SecondSection 83

By operativemasonrywe alludeto a proper
application of the useful rules of archi—
tecture, whence a structure will derive
figure, strengthandbeauty,and from which
will result a due proportion and just cor-
respondencein all its parts. It furnishes
us with dwellings, and convenientshelters
from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of
the seasons;and while it displays the
effects of human wisdom, as well in the
choice as in the arrangementof thesundry
materialsof which an edifice is composed,
it demonstratesthat a fund of scienceand
industry is implanted in man, for thebest,
most salutary,and beneficentpurposes.

By speculativeMasonry we learnto subdue
the passions,act upon the square,keep a
tongue of good report, maintain secrecy,
and practice charity. It is so far
interwoven with religion, as to lay us
under obligations to pay that rational
homage to the Deity, which at once
constitutesour duty and our happiness. It
leads the contemplative to view with
reverenceandadmirationthegloriousworks
of the creation,and inspireshim with the
most exalted ideasof the perfectionof his
Divine Creator.

Our ancientbrethrenwrought in operative
and speculative both. We work in
speculativeonly. They wrought six days
before receiving their wages; they did not
work on the seventhbecausein six daysGod
created the heaven and the earth, and
rested on the seventhday; the seventh,
therefore,our ancientbrethrenconsecrated
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as a day of rest from their labors, thereby
enjoying frequent opportunities to
contemplate the glorious works of the
creation,and to adoretheir great Creator.

The first object to which I wiLl call your
attention on your passage to the Middle
Chamberis a representationof two brazen
pillars, one on your left hand, the other
on your right. The one on the left hand is
called Boaz and denotes strength; the one
on the right is called Jachin and denotes
establishment. Taken togetherthey allude
to a promi~e of God to David that he would
establish his kingdom in strength. They
were cast on the plains of Jordan in the
claygrounds between Succoth and
Zeredathah,whereall the brazenvesselsof
King Solomon’s Temple were cast by one
Hiram Amon or Abi, a widowts son of the
tribe of Naphtali. They were cast hollow
to serve as a repository for the archives
of Masonryand to guardagai~taccidentby
inundationand conflagration.

They were each thirty—five cubits in
height, twelve in circumferenceand about
four in diameter. They were adornedby
chapiters of five cubits each, making in
all forty cubits high.

Thesechapiterswere ornamentedwith lily-
work network and pomegranates which
dende Peace,Unity and Plenty. i’he lily
from its purity and the retired situation
in which it grows denotes Peace; the
networkfrom the intimate connectionof its
parts denotesUnity, and the pomegranate

from the exuberanceof its seed denotes
Plenty.

These pillars were further adorned by
pommelson their tops, representingglobes,
denoting the universality of Masonry. Let
us passon.

The next object to which I will call your
attention is a representationof a flight
of winding stairs, consisting of three,
five and seven steps.

The number three alludes to the three
degrees which every Master Masons lodge
confers. Also, to the three principal
officers of the Lodge, the Worshipful
Master, Seniorand Junior Wardens.

The number five alludesto the five orders
in architecture. By order in architecture
is meant a system of all the members,
proportions and ornamentsof columnsand
pilasters; or, it is a regular arrangement
of the projecting parts of a building,
which, united with those of a column, form
a beautiful, perfect, and completewhole.

From the first formation of society,order
in architecturemay be traced. ~en the
rigor of seasonsobliged men to contrive
shelter from the inclemencies of the
weather, we learn that they first planted
trees on end, and then laid othersacross
to support a covering. The bandswhich
connectedthosetreesat top andbottom are
said to have given rise to the idea of the
base and capital of pillars; and from this
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simple hint originally proceeded the more
improvedart of architecture.

The orders are classed thus: the Tuscan,
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian and Composite.

The ancient and original orders of
architecture, revered by Masons, are but
three—the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian,
which were invented by the Greeks. To
these the Romans have added two—the
Tuscan, which they made plainer than the
Doric; and the Composite,which wasmore
ornamental,if not morebeautiful, thanthe
Corinthian. The first three ordersalone,
however, show invention and particular
character, and essentially differ from each
other; the two others have nothing but what
is borrowed,and differ only accidentally.
The Tuscan is the Doric in its earliest
state;and the Compositeis the Corinthian,
enriched with the Ionic. To the Greeks,
therefore,and not to the Romans, we are
indebted for what is great, judicious, and
distinct in architecture.

The Number Five further alludes to The Five
Human Senses, which are hearing, seeing,
feeling, smelling, and tasting.

The first three, hearing, seeing and
feeling,aremostreveredby Masonsbecause
by the sense of hearing we hear the word,
by that of seeing we see the sign, and by
that of feeling we perceive the grip
wherebyone Mason may know anotherin the
dark as well as the light.

r
SecondDegree- SecondSection

The Number Seven
liberal arts and
grammar, rhetoric,
geometry,music, and

87

alludes to the seven
sciences which are

logic, arithmetic,
astronomy.

Masonry, however, is more particularly
founded on geometry,or the fifth science.

Geometry is that sciencewhich treatsof
the powersand propertiesof magnitudesin
general, where length, breadth and
thicknessare considered—froma point to a
line, from a line to a superficies,from a
superficies to a solid.

A point is a position without dimensions.

A line is a figure of one capacity,namely,
length.

A superficies is a figure
dimensions, length and breadth.

of two

A solid is a figure of three dimensions,
length, breadthand thickness.

By this sciencethe architect is enabledto
construct his plans and execute his de-
signs; the general, to arrange his sold-
iers; the engineer,to mark out groundsfor
encampments;thegeographer,to give usthe
dimensions of the world, and all things
therein contained,to delineatethe extent
of seas, and specify the divisions of em-
pires, kingdoms and provinces. By it,
also, theastronomeris enabledto makehis
observations,and to fix the duration of
times and seasons,years and cycles. In

86
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Give me the pass.

SD: Plenty.

SD: By a sheaf of corn
water ford.

suspended near a

JW: Whenceoriginatedthis word asa pass?

SD: In consequence of a quarrel between
Jephtha, Judge of Israel, and the
Ephraimites.TheEphraimiteshadlong been
a turbulent and rebellious people whom

Jephthahad sought to subdue by wise and
lenient measuresbut without effect. They
being highly incensed and fraught with ven-
geance at not being called upon to fight
and share in the rich spoils of the Ammon—
itish war, gathered together a mighty army
and crossed the river Jordan to give
Jephtha battle; but he being apprisedof
their intentions, assembled the men of
Gilead, gave them battle and put them to
flight. And to makehis victory morecom-
plete, he placed guards at the several
passeson the banksof the river Jordanand
commandedthem, if any shouldattemptto
p ass that way to demand of them, ‘say now
Shibboleth.’ But they, being of a differ-
ent tribe could not frame to pronounce it
aright and said “Sibboleth,” which trifling
difference proved them enemies and cost
them their lives. And there fell at that
time, of the Ephraimites, forty and two
thousand;since which time this word has
been adopted as a pass whereby to gain
admission into every regular and well-
governed lodge of Fellowcrafts.

JW: Give me the token.

JW: The pass is right, the token is right.
Passon.

SD: We shall next arrive at a place
representingthe inner door of the Middle
Chamber,which weshall find morestrongly
guarded by the Senior Warden in the West.
Let us approachthe place.

SW: Who comeshere?

fine, geometry is the foundation of archi-
tectureand the root of the mathematics.

The next place at which we shall arrive is
a representation of the outer door of the
Middle Chamber, which we shall find
strongly guardedby the Junior Warden in
the South. Let us approach the place.

JW: Who comeshere?

SD: A Fellowcraft on his way to the Middle
Chamberto receiveinstruction relativeto
the wagesand jewelsof a Fellowcraft.

JW: How does he expect to gain admission?

SD: By the passand tokenof the pass.

JW: What does it denote?

JW: How is it represented?

JW:

SD:
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SD: A Fellowcraft on his way to the middle
chamberto receive instruction relative to
the wagesand jewelsof a Fellowcraft.

SW:

SD:

How does he eKpect to gain admission?

By the grip and word of a Fellowcraft.

SW: Give me the grip.

SW: What is this?

The Real Grip of a Fellowcraft.

Has it a name?

SD: It has.

SW: Will you give it me?

SD: I did not so receive it, neither will I so
impart it.

SW: How will you disposeof it.

I will letter it with you.

Letter and begin.

SD:

SW:

SD: No, you begin.

SW: You must begin.

SD:

SW:

SD:

SW:

SW:

SD:

SW:

SD:

SW:

SD:

SW: The grip
on.

is right, the word is right. Pass

SD: You have now arrived within a
representationoftheMiddle Chamberwhere
you will find the Worshipful Master, who
will give you instruction relative to the
wages and jewelsof a Fellowcra ft.

MiddLe Chamber Lecture

WM: My brother,you have now arrived within a
representationof the Middle Chamberof
King Solomon’s Temple where you will be
received and recorded as a Fellowcraft.
Brother Secretary. You will make a
record.

The first object which most particularly
attracted your attention on your passage
hither was a representationof two brazen
pillars, one on your right hand, the other
on your left, which were explainedto you
by your conductor.

SD:
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After passing the pillars you arrived at a
flight of winding stairs consisting of
three, five and seven steps, which were
also explained to you.

After passing the stairs you arrived at a
representation of the outer door of the
Middle Chamberwhich you found strongly
guardedby the Junior Warden in the South,
who demanded of you the pass and token of
the pass of a Fellowcraft. After passing
the outer door you arrived at the inner
doorof theMiddle Chamberwhich you found
more strongly guarded by the Senior Warden
in the West who demanded of you the grip
and word of? a Fellowcra ft.

You nextarrivedwithin theMiddle Chamber
where you were receivedand recordedasa
Fellowcraft, and are now entitled to an
explanation of the wages and jewels of a
Fellowcra ft.

The wagesof a Fellowcraft are corn, wine
and oil, emblematical of the corn of
nourishment, the wine of refreshment,and
the oil of joy, denoting plenty, health,
and peace. The jewels of a Fell owcraft are
the attentive ear, the instructive tongue
and the faithful breast.

My Brother, I will now call your attention
to the letter G which you see above the
Master’s chair. It is the initial of
Geometry. Geometry is the basis on which
the superstructure of Masonry is erected.

through her various wLndings to her most
concealed recesses. By it we discover the
power, wisdom, and goodness of the Grand
Artificer of the Universe, and view with
delight the proportions which connect this
vast machine. By it we discover how the
planets move in their respective orbits,
and demonstrate their various revolutions.
By it we account for the return of seasons,
and the variety of scenes which each season
displays to the discerning eye. Numberless
worlds are around us—all framed by the
same Divine Artist—which roll through the
vast expanse and are conducted by the same
unerring law of nature.

A survey of nature, and the observation of
her beautiful proportions, first determined
man to imitate the Divine plan, and study
symmetry and order. This gave rise to so-
cieties and birth to every useful art. The
architect began to design, and the plans
which he laid down, being improved by time
and experience,have producedworks which
have beenthe admirationof everyage.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of
ignorance,and thedevastationsof war have
laid waste and destroyed many valuable
monumentsofantiquity on which the utmost
exertions of human genius had been
employed. Even the templeof Solomon,so
spaciousand magnificent,and constructed
by so many celebratedartists, escapednot
the unsparing ravagesof barbarousforce.
Freemasonry, notwithstanding, has still
survived. The attentive ear receivesthe
sound from the instructive tongue,and theBy geometry we may curiously trace nature
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mysteries of Freemasonry are safely lodged
in the repository of faithful breasts.
Tools and implements of architecture—
symbols most expressive—have been selected
by the Fraternity to imprint on the memory
wise and serious truths; and thus, through
a succession of ages, are transmitted
unimpaired the most excellent tenets of our
Inst i tut ion.

(#) (#) (#)

The letter G has a still higher and holier
significance. It alludes to the sacred
nameof Deity before Whomall Masons from
theyoungestTnteredApprentice who stands
in the northeast corner of the lodge to the
Worshipful Master who presidesin the East,
together with all created intelligences,
should with reverence most humbly now.

(#)

Charge

WM: My brother: Being advanced to the second
degree of Freemasonry, I congratulate you
on your preferment.

Masonry is a progressive moral science,
divided into different degrees; and as its
principles and mystic ceremonies ar~
regularly developedand illustrated, it is
intended and hoped that they will make a
deep and lasting impression upon the mind.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the
duties which, as a Fellowcraft, you are
bound to discharge. Your general good
reputation affords sat isfac tory assurance
that you will not suffer any consideration
to induceyou to act in any mannerunworthy
of the respectablecharacteryou now bear;
but, on the contrary, that you will ever
display the discretion, the virtue, and the
dignity which become a worthy and
exemplary Mason.

Our laws and regulations you are
strenuously to support, and be always ready
to assist in seeing them duly executed.
You are not to palliate or aggravate the
offenses of your brethren; but in the
decision of every trespassagainst our
rules you are to judge with candor,
admo’nish with friendship, and reprehend
with justice.

The impressive ceremonies of this degree
are calculated to inculcate upon the mind
of the novitiate the importance of the
study of the liberal arts and sciences,
especially of the noble science or geo-
metry, which forms the basis of
Freemasonry, and which, being of a divine
and moral nature, is enriched with the most
useful knowledge; for while it proves the
wonderful properties of nature, it demon-
strates the more important truths of
morality. To the study of geometry, there-
fore, your attention is specially directed.

Your past regular deportmentand upright
conduct have merited the honor we have



96 Grand Lodge Ritual Second Degree - Closing 97

conferred. In your present character, it
is expectedthat at all our assembliesyou
will observe the solemnities of our
ceremonies, that you will preserve the
ancient usages and customs of the
Fraternity sacredand inviolate, and thus,
by yourexample,induceothersto hold them
in due veneration.

Such is the natureof your engagementsasa
Fellowcraft, and to a due observanceof
them you are bound by the strongesttiesof
fidelity and honor.

You will now be seatedat the right handof
the Senior Warden in the West.

CLOSING ON THE SECOND DEGREE
DOWN TO THE FIRST DEGREE

(Tiling must precedeclosing if the lodgehasnot
beenopenedon the Third Degree.)

WM: (#) Brother Junior Deacon. The last as
well as the first greatcareof Masonswhen
convened?

JD: To see that the lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: You will perform that duty and inform the
Tiler that I am aboutto close Blank Lodge
Number 1986 and direct him to take due
notice and tile accordingly.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: How tiled?

JD: By a Master Mason armed with the proper
implementof his office.

WM: The Tiler’s station?

JD: Outside the inner door with a drawn sword
in his hand.

WM: His duty?

JD: To guardagainsttheapproachof cowansand
eavesdroppers and see that none pass or
repass but such as are duly qualified and
have permission.

(If lodge has been openedon the Third Degree,
closingbeginshere.)

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden. At the opening
of this lodgeyou informedme that you were
a Fellowcraft. What makes you a
Fellowcraft?

SW: My obligation.

WM: Wherewere you madea Fellowcraft?

SW: In a regularly constituted
Fellowcrafts.

WM: What number constitutes a
Fellowcrafts?

lodge of

lodge of

TI: (+) (+) (+) SW: Five or More.
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WM: When of five, of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior

Wardens,Senior and Junior Deacons.
WM: The Junior Deacon’splace?

SW: At the right hand of the Senior Warden in

the West.

WM: (#) (#) Brother Junior Deacon, the Senior

Deacon’s place?
JD: At the right hand of the Worshipful Master

in the East.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon. The Junior Warden’s

station?
SD: In the South, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Junior Warden. The Senior Warden’s
station?

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden,
Master’s station?

the Worshipful

SW: In the East, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and govern his
lodge, set the Craft to work, andgive them
proper instruction.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, it is my order that
Blank Lodge Number 1986 be now closedon
the Second Degree of Masonry. This you
will communicate to the Junior Warden in
the South and he to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselves accordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now closedon the Second
Degree of Masonry. This you will
communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselves accordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
the Worshipful Master, communicated to me
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now closedon the Second
Degreeof Masonry.Takedue notice thereoC
and governyourselvesaccordingly.

WM: Together, Brethren. (#) (#)

SW: (#) (#)

JW: (#) (#)

WM: Accordingly, I declare Blank Lodge Number
1986 closed on the Second Degree oC
Masonry. Brother Junior Deacon, in form the
Tiler. Brother Senior Deacon. Arrange the
lights in the Entered Apprentice Degree.

JD:

TI:

(+) (+) (+)

(+) (+) (+)
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JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

WM: (#)

CLOSING ON THE SECOND DEGREE -

SHORTFORM

(Tiling must precede closing if the lodge has not
been opened on the Third Degree.)

WM: (#) Brother Junior Deacon. The last as
well as the first greatcareof Masonswhen
convened?

JD: To see that the lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: You will perform that duty and inform the
Tiler that I am about to closeBlank Lodge
Number 1986 and direct him to take due
notice and tile accordingly.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: How tiled?

JD: By a Master Mason armedwith
implementof his office.

the proper

WM: The Tiler’s station?

JD: Outside the inner door with a drawnsword
in his hand.

SecondDegree- Closing 101

WM: His duty?

JD: To guardagainstthe approachof cowansand
eavesdroppers and see that none pass or
repassbut such as are duly qualified and
have permission.

(If lodge has been openedon the Third Degree,
closing begins here.)

WM: (#) BrotherSenior Warden. At theopening
ofthis lodgeyou informed methat you were
a Fellowcrart. What makes you a
Fellowcraft?

SW: My obligation.

WM: Where were you madea Fellowcraft?

SW: In a regularly constituted
Fellowcrafts.

WM: What number
FeLlowcrafts?

constitutes

lodge of

a lodge of

SW: Five or More.

WM: When of five, of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens,Seniorand Junior Deacons.

WM: The Junior Deacon’splace?

SW: At the right handof the Senior Warden in
the West.

WM: (#) (#) Brother Junior Deacon,the Senior
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Deacon’s place?

JD: At the right hand of the Worshipful Master
in the East.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon. The
station?

Junior Warden’s

SD: In the South, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Junior Warden. The
station?

Senior Warden’s

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden,
Master’s station?

the Worshipful

SW: In the East, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and govern his
lodge, set the Craft to work, andgive them
proper instruction.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, it is my order that
Blank Lodge Number 1986 be now closed.
This you will communicate to the Junior
Warden in the Southandhe to the brethren,
that all having due notice thereof may
govern themselves accordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now closed. This you will

communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselves accordingly.

JW: (#) (~) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
the Worshipful Master,communicatedto me
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number1986 benow closed.Takedue notice
thereof and govern yourselves accordingly.

WM: Together, Brethren. (#) (#)

SW: (#) (#)

JW: (#) (#)

WM: Brother Senior Warden,how should Masons
meet?

SW: On the level.

WM: And how act, Brother Junior Warden?

JW: By the plumb.

WM: And part upon the square.So, my Brethren,
may we ever meet, act and part.

CH: And now may the blessing of Heaven rest
upon us and all regular Masons; may
brotherly love prevail, andevery moral and
social virtue cement us. Amen

All: So mote it be.

WM: Accordingly, I declare Blank Lodge Number
1986 closed until its next stated meeting
unless sooner specially convened, in which
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casedue andtimely notice will begivenby
summons or otherwise.

Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.
Brother Senior Deacon. Takechargeof the
lights.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

WM: (#)

r
Third Degree - Opening 105

OPENING ON THE THIRD DEGREE
UP FROM THE SECOND DEGREE

WM: (#) BrotherSenior Warden.Will you be off
or from?

SW: From.

WM: From what to what?

SW: From the degree of Fellowcraft to that of
Master Mason.

WM: Are all present Master Masons?

SW: I will inquire by my proper officer and
report.

(#) Brother Junior Deacon.
proceed to satisfy yourself
presentare Master Masons.

JD: (Does not purge.)
Brother Senior Warden.

You will
that all

I am so satisfied,

SW: (#) All present are Master Masons,
Worshipful.

WM: As a further evidenceyou will cause the
Senior and Junior Deaconsto approachthe
West, receive from them the pass, direct
them to proceed on the right and left,
collect the pass from the brethren and
convey it to the East.

SW: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Deacons.
Repairto the West andgive methe passor
a Master Mason.

104
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SD:

JD:

SW: You will now proceedon the right and left,
collect the pass from the brethren and
convey it to the East.

WM: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Stewards.
Repair to the gallery and assist the
Deacons in collecting the pass.

SS and JS: _

Brother: (Gives a wrong pass.)

SD, JD, SS, or JS: (#) Confusion, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Is the Brother vouched for?

(See Second Degree - Opening, page 55, for an
explanation of the situations that may be
encounteredwhen collecting the pass.)

SS and JS:

JD:

SD:

WM:
(#) The pass is right. Brother Senior

Warden,are you a Master Mason?

I am.

What makesyou a Master Mason?

SW: My obligation.

WM: Where were you made a Master Mason?

SW: In a regularly constituted lodge of Master
Masons.

WM: What numberconstitutesa lodgeof Master
Masons?

SW: Three or more.

WM: When of three,of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens.

WM: The Junior Warden’s station?

SD: In the South, Worshipful.

WM: (#) (#) Brother Junior Warden. The Senior

Warden’s station?

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, The Worshipful
Master’s station?

SW: In the East, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and governhis
lodge, set the Craft to work andgive them
proper instruction.

SW:

WM:
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WM: Brother Senior Warden it is my order that
Blank Lodge Number 1~86 be now opened on
the Third Degree of Masonry for
(instruction, work, business,etc.). This
you will communicateto the Junior Warden
in the South and he to the brethren,that
all having due notice thereof may govern
themselves accordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now openedon the Third
Degree of Masonry for (instruction, work,
business,etc.). This you will communicate
to the brethren,that all having duenotice
thereof may govern themselvesaccord-
ngly.

JW: (#) (~) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
the WorshipfulMaster,communicatedto me
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now opened on the Third
Degree of Masonry for (instruction, work,
business,etc.). Take due notice thereof
and govern yourselvesaccordingly.

WM:

SW:

Together, Brethren. (#) (#) (#)

(#) (#) (#)

JW: (#) (#) (#)

WM: Accordingly, I declare Blank Lodge Number
1986 opened on the Third Degree of Masonry
for (instruction, work, business, etc.).
Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.
Brother Senior Deacon. Arrange the Lights.
(If lodge hasbeenopenedup from the First
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Degree)Accordingly, I declare Blank lodge
Lodge Number 1 98B opened on the Third
Degreeof Masonryin form for (instruction,
work, business, etc.). Brother Junior
Deacon, inform the Tiler. Brother Senior
Deacon. Arrange the Lights.

JD: (+) (+) (4-)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

WM: (#)

OPENING ON THE THIRD DEGREE
SHORT FORM

WM: (#) (Officers take their stations and
places. The Pledge of Allegiance is
given.)

(#) Brother Junior Deacon. You will see
that the Tiler is at his post and close the
door.

JD: The Tiler is at his post, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden.
presentMaster Masons?

Are all

SW: I will inquire by my proper officer and
report.

(#) Brother Junior Deacon.You will proceed
to satisfy yourself that all present are
Master Masons.
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JD: (Purgesor asks) Worshipful Master, may I
have assistance?

WM: (If assistance is asked for,) Brother
you will assist the Junior

JD: (On seeinga Brotherhedoesnot recognize,
stops opposite him and orders him to rise
andgivehis nameand thename,numberand
location of his lodge. He must elicit this
information but no ritual is prescribed for
this.)

Brother: (Does so.)

WM: Is the Brother vouched for?

(See First Degree - Opening, page 2, for an
explanation of the situations that may be
encounteredwhen purging.)

JD: I am so satisfied, Brother Senior Warden.

SW: (#) All present are Master Masons,
Worshipful.

WM: As a further evidence,you will causethe
Senior and Junior Deacons to approach the
West, receive from them the pass,direct
them to proceed on the right and left,
collect the pass from the brethren, and
convey it to the East.

SW: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Deacons.
Repair to the West and give me the pass of
a Master Mason.

SD:

JD:

SW: You will now proceed on the right and left,
collect the pass from the brethren, and
convey it to the East.

WM: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Stewards.
Repair to the gallery and assist the
Deacons in collecting the pass.

SS and JS:

Brother: (Gives a wrong pass.)

SD, JD, SS, or JS: (#) Confusion, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Is the Brother vouched for?

(See Second Degree - Opening, page 55, for an
explanation of the situations that may be
encounteredwhen collecting the pass.)

SS and JS:

JD:

SD:

WM: (#) The pass is right. Brother Senior
Warden, are you a Master Mason?

SW: I am.

WM: What makesyou a Master Mason?

SW: My obligation.
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Where were you made a Master Mason?

In a regularly constituted lodge of Master
Masons.

WM: What numberconstitutesa lodgeof Master

Masons?

SW: Three or more.

WM: When of three,of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior
Wardens.

and Junior

WM: The Junior Warden’sstation?

SD: In the South, Worshipful.

WM: (#) (#) Brother Junior Warden.
Warden’sstation?

The Senior

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, The
Master’s station?

Worshipful

SW: In the East, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and govern his
lodge, set the Craft to work and give them
proper instruction.
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Blank LodgeNumber1986 be now opened on
the Third Degree of Masonry for
(instruction, work, business, etc.). This
you will communicate to the Junior Warden
in the South and he to the brethren, that
all having due notice thereof may govern
themselves accordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now openedon the Third
Degree of Masonry for (instruction, work,
business, etc.). This you will communicate
to the brethren,that all havingdue notice
thereof may govern themselvesaccordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
the Worshipful Master, communicated to me~
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now opened on the Third
Degree of Masonry for (instruction, work,
business,etc.). Take due notice thereof
and govern yourselves accordingly.

WM: Together, Brethren. (#) (#) (#)

SW: (#) (#) (~)

JW: (#) (#) (#)

CH: SupremeRuler of the Universe, we would
reverently invoke Thy blessing at this
time; wilt Thou be pleasedto grant that
this meeting thus begun in order may be
conductedin peaceand closed in harmony.
Amen.

112

WM:

SW:

WM: Brother Senior Warden, it is my order that All: So mote it be.
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WM: Accordingly, I declare Blank Lodge Number
1986openedon the Third Degree of Masonry
for (instruction, work, business, etc.).
Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.
Brother Senior Deacon. Arrange the
Lights.

JD: (+) (4-) (+)

TI: (+) (4-) (+)

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

WM: (#)

THIRD DEGREE - FIRST SECTION

WM: (~) Brother Junior Deacon. You will
ascertain if there are any candidatesin
waiting.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: Worshipful Master,BrotherJohnPaul Jones,
a Fellowcraft, is in waiting and desiresto
be raised to the sublime degree of Master
Mason.

WM: You will take with you the Stewards,
retire, prepare and present the candidate
for the Third Degree. Brother Senior
Deacon. You will attendto all alarmsand
take charge of the door.

SD: (+) (+) (+)

r Third Degree - First Section

TI:

CA:
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(+) (+) (+)

(+) (+~ (+)

SD: Worshipful Master, there is an alarm at the
doorof the preparationroom.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, attend to the alarm
and report the cause.

SD: (+) (+) (+) Who comes here?

JD: Brother John Paul Jones, who has been
regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice, passed to the degree of
Fellowcraft, and now seeksfurther light in
Masonry by being raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason.

SD: Brother Jones, is this of your
will and accord?

own free

CA: It is.

SD: Brother Junior Deacon, is the
worthy and well qualified?

candidate

JD: He is.

SD: Is he duly and truly prepared?

J D:

SD:

He is.

Has he made suitable proficiency in the
preceding degree?
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JD: He has.

SD: Who vouchesfor this?

JD: A brother.

SD: By what further right or benefit doeshe
expect to gain admission?

JD: By the benefit of the pass.

SD: Has he the pass?

He has it not, but I have it for him.

Give me the pass.

JD:

SD: The pass is right. You will wait with
patience until the Worshipful Master is
informed of your request and his answer
returned.

(#) (#) (#)

Worshipful Master, the alarm was caused by
Brother John Paul Jones, who has been
regularly initiated as an Entered,
Apprentice, passed to the degree of
Fellowcraft, and now seeks further light in
Masonry by being raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, is this of his own
free will and accord?

r Third Degree- First Section

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:
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Is the candidate worthy and weliqualified?

He is.

Is he duly and truly prepared?

He is.
WM: Has he made suitable proficiency in the

precedingdegree?

SD: He has.

WM: Who vouches for this?

SD: A brother.

WM: By what further right or benefit does he
expect to gain admission?

SD: By the benefit of the pass.

WM: Has he the pass?

SD: He has it not, but I have it for him.

WM:

SD:

Give me the pass.

WM: The pass is right. Sincehe comesendowed
with all these necessary qualifications, it
is my order that he enter this lodge in the
name of the Lord and be received in due
form.

SD: It is the order of the Worshipful Master
that the candidateenter this lodge in the

JD:

SD:

SD: It is.
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name of the Lord and be received in due
form.

Brother Jones,upon your first admission
into a lodgeof Masons, you were received
on the point of a sharpinstrumentpressing
your naked left breast; upon your first
admissioninto a lodgeof Fe1lowcrafts, you
were received on the angle of a square
applied to your naked right breast,which
at thosetimes wereexplainedto you. Upon
your first admissioninto a lodgeof Master
Masons, I receive you on the points of the
compasses extending from your naked right
to left breast, which is to teach you that
as the most vital parts of man are
contained within the breast, so are the
most excellent tenets of our institution
contained within the points of the
compasses,which are friendship,morality,
and brotherly love.

CH: Remembernow thy Creator in thedays of thy
youth, while the evil days come not, nor
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I
haveno pleasurein them; while the sun,or
the light, or the moon, or the stars, be
not darkened, nor the clouds return after
the rain; in the day when the keepersof
the houseshall tremble,and thestrong men
shall bow themselves, and the grinders
ceasebecausethey are few, and thosethat
look out of the windows be darkened;and
the doors shall be shut in the streets,
when the sound of the grinding is low, and
he shall rise up at the voice of the bird,
and all the daughters of music shall be
brought low; also when they shall be afraid

of that which is high, and fears shall be
in the way, and the almond tree shall
flourish, and the grasshoppershall be a
burden, and desire shall fail; because man
goeth to his long home, and the mourners go
about the streets; or ever the silver cord
be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or
the wheel broken at the cistern. Then
shall the dust return to the earth as it
was; and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.

JW: (#)

SW: (#)

WM: (#)

JW: (#) (#)

SW: (#) (#)

WM: (#) (#)

JW: (#) (#) (#)

SW: (#) (#) (#)

WM: (#) (#) (#)

SD: (#) (#) (#)

JW: (#) Who comeshere?

SD: Brother John Paul Jones, who has been
regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice, passed to the degree of
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Fellowcraft, and now seeksfurther light in
Masonry by being raised to the sublime
degreeof Master Mason.

JW: Brother Jones, is this of your own free
will and accord?

It is.

Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

SD: He is.

JW: Is he duly and truly prepared?

SD: lie is.

JW: [las be made suitable proficiency in the
precedingdegree?

SD: He has.

JW: Who vouchesfor this?

SD: A brother.

JW: By what further right or benefit doeshe
expect to gain this favor?

SD: By the benefit of the pass.

JW: [las he the pass?

SD: He hasit not, but I have it for him.
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SD:

JW: The pass is right. You will conduct the
candidate to the Senior Wardenin the West
for further examination.

SD:

SW:

(#) (#) (#)

(#) Who comeshere?

SD: Brother John Paul Jones, who has been
regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice, passed to the degree of
Fellowcraft, and now seeksfurther light in
Masonry by being raised to the sublime
degreeof Master Mason.

SW: Brother Jones, is this of your own free
will and accord?

CA:

SW:

It is.

Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?

SD: He is.

SW: Is he duly and truly prepared?

SD:

SW:

SD:

SW:

He is.

Has he made suitable proficiency in the
precedingdegree?

He has.

120

CA:

JW:

JW: Give me the pass. Who vouchesfor this?



122 Grand Lodge Ritual

SD: A brother.

SW: By what further right or benefit doeshe
expect to gain this favor?

SD: By the benefit of the pass.

SW: Hashe the pass?

SD: He has it not, but I have it for him.

SW: Give me the pass.

The pass is right. You will conduct the
candidate to the Worshipful Master in the
East for further examination.

(#) (#) (#)

(#) Who comeshere?

SD:

SW:

SD:

WM:

SD: Brother John Paul Jones, who has been
regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice, passed to the degree of
Fellowcraft, and now seeks further light in
Masonry by being raised to the sub lime
degreeof Master Mason.

WM: Brother Jones, is this of your own free
will and accord?

CA: It is.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon, is the candidate
worthy and well qualified?
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SD: He is.

WM:

SD:

Is he duly and truly prepared?

He is.
WM: Has he made suitable proficiency in the

precedingdegree?

SD: He has.

WM: Who vouches for this?

SD: A brother.

WM: By what further right or benefit doeshe
expect to gain this favor?

SD: By the benefit of the pass.

WM: Has he the pass?

SD: He has it not, but I have it for him.

WM: Give me the pass.

SD:

WM: The pass is right. Since he comes endowed
with all these necessary qualifications, it
is my order that you reconducthim to the
Senior Warden in the West who will teach
him to approach the East by three upright
regular steps, his feet forming the angle
of a square,his body erect at the altar
before the Worshipful Master.

SD: Brother Senior Warden. It is the order of
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the Worshipful Master that you teach the
candidate to approachthe East by three
upright regularsteps,his feet forming the
angle of a square, his body erect at the
altar before the Worshipful Master.

SW: Brother Senior Deacon, you will face the
candidate to the East.

Brother Jones,you will take the Entered
Apprentice step. You will take the
Fellowcraft step. You will now step off
one step with your left foot, bringing the
heel of the right to the heel of the left,
forming the angle of a square.

Stand erect. In order, Worshipful.

WM: (#) (#) (#) Brother Jones,you are now at
the altar of Masonry for the third time;
but before proceeding further in our solemn
ceremonies, it becomes my duty as the
Worshipful Master of this lodge to inform
you that it will be necessarythat you take
upon yourself a solemn oath or obligation
pertaining to this degree, similar in
character to those which you havetaken in
the preceding degrees, and I can assure

ou~
upon the honor of a man anda Mason,
in this obligation there is nothing

that will conflict with any duty you owe to
God, your country, your family, your
neighbor,or yourself. In your advancement
thus far you have repeatedlyassuredus it
was of your own free will and accord. If
you are still of the same mind, you will
advanceto our altar.

r
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Kneel on your naked knees, your hands
resting on the Holy Bible, Square, and
Compasses,in which due form you will say
I, repeat your name, and say after me.

CA: I, John Paul Jones.

WM: Of my own free will and accord, in the
presenceof almighty Godand this worship-
ful lodge, erectedto Him anddedicatedto
the Saints John, do hereby and hereonmost
solemnly and sincerely promiseand swear
that I will alwayshele, ever conceal,and
never reveal any of the secretarts,parts,
or points of the Master Mason’s Degreeto
anypersonor personswhomsoever,except it
be to a true and lawful brother of this
degree or within a regularly constituted
lodge of Master Masons,and neither unto
him nor them until by strict trial, due
examination or legal information I shall
havefoundhim or themaslawfully entitled
to the sameas I am myself.

I furthermorepromiseand swearthat I will
conform to and abide by all the laws,
rules, and regulations of the Master
Mason’s Degreeand of the lodgeof which I
shallhereafterbecomea member,and that I
will ever maintain and support the
constitution, laws,and edictsof the Grand
Lodgeunderwhich the sameshall be holden,
so far as thesameshall cometo my knowl-
edge.

Furthermore,that I will answerand obey
all duesignsandsummonsessent to me from
a Master Masons’ lodge or given to me by a
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brother of this degree, if within the
length of my cable tow.

Furthermore,that I will keep the secrets
of a worthy brother Master Mason as
inviolableasmy own whencommunicatedto
and received by me as such, murder and
treasonexcepted.

Furthermore,that I will aid and assistall
worthy distressed brother Master Masons,
their widows and orphans,I knowing them to
be such, so far as their necessitiesmay
require and my ability will permit without
material injury to myself or family.

Furthermore, that I will not assist in nor
be present at the initiating, passing, or
raising of a woman, an old man in his
dotage, a young manunder age,an atheist,
a madman, nor a fool, I knowing them tobe
such.

Furthermore,that I will not sit in a lodge
of clandestinemasonsnorconverseupon the
secretsof Freemasonrywith a clandestine
mason, nor with one who is under the
sentenceof expulsionor suspension,to my
knowledgewhile undersuchsentence.

Furthermore, that I will not knowin~ly
strikea brother Master Masonnorotherwise
do him personalviolence in anger,except
it be in the necessary defense of my
person,family or property.

Furthermore,that I will not cheat,wrong
nor defraud a Master Masons’ Lodge nor a
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brother of this degree, nor supplant him in
any of his laudab~le undertakings, but will
give him due and timely notice that he may
ward off approaching danger if in my
power.

Furthermore,that I will not have illicit
carnal intercoursewith a brother Master
Mason’s wife, his mother, sister nor
daughter, I knowing them to be such, nor
suffer it to be done by others if in m
power to prevent. y
Furthermore,that I will not give the Grand
Hailing Sign or Sign of 1I~ istress of a
Master Mason unless in real distress or in
cases of the most imminent danger, in a
regularly constituted lodge of Master
Masons, or in a secure place for Masonic
instruction; and should I see the sign
given or hear the words accompanyingit, I
will repair to the relief of the personso
giving it if there is a greaterprobability
of saving his life than of losing my own.

Furthermore,that I will not give the Grand
Masonic Word in any other manneror form
than that in which I shall hereafter
receive it, and then only in low breath.

All this I most solemnly and sincerely
promise and swear, wit ii a firm and
steadfastresolution to keep and perform
the samewithout anyequivocation,mental
reservation or secret evasion of mind
whatever,

126
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should I ever knowingly violate this, my
solemn obligation of a Master Mason, so
help me God, and keep mesteadfastin the
due peri’ormanceof the same.

In token of your sincerity, you will detach
your handsand kiss the Bible.

BrotherSenior Deacon,you will releasethe
brother from the cabletow. He is bound to
us by an obligation, a tie stronger than
humanhandscan impose.

Brother Jones, in your present condition,
what do you most desire?

SD: Further light in Masonry.

CA: Further light in Masonry.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon and Brethren, you
will assist me in bringing thebrotherfrom
darknessto light.

In thebeginningGod createdtheheavenand
the earth, and the earth waswithout form
and void, and darknesswasupon the faceot
the deep;and the spirit of God movedupon
the face of the waters, and God said, let
there be light, and there was light. hi
humble commemoration of which august
event, we Masonically say, let there bE
light, and there is light.

My brother,upon beingbrought to light iii
this degree you discover the three great
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lights in Masonry as before, with this
difference: both points of the Compasses
elevated above the Square, which is to
teach you never to lose sight of the
Masonic application of that useful and
valuable instrument which teaches
friendship,morality, and brotherly love.

SD: You now behold the Worshiprul Master
approachingyoufrom the Eastunderthedue
guard and sign of a Master Mason.

WM: An Entered Apprentice steps off with his
left foot, bringing the heel of the right
to the hollow of the left, forming the
angleof a square. A Fellowcraft stepsoff
with his right foot bringing the heel of
the left to the I?lollow of the right,
forming also the angle of a square,and
these are the first and second steps in
Masonry. A Master Masonstepsoff with his
left foot bringing the heel of the right to
the heel of the left, forming the angle of
a square, and this is the third step in
Masonry. This was given you as the due
guard, and this as the sign of an Entered
Apprentice. This was given you asthe due
guard, and this as the sign of a
Fellowcraft, which at those times were
explainedto you. This is the due guard of
a Master Masonand alludesto theposition
in which your hands were placed while

obligation. This is the sign
taking Ni~0s~r Mason, and alludes to the
penaltyof your obligation.

In token of the further continuanceof
friendship and brotherly love, I present
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you my right hand and with
token of the passof a Master
you are uninstructed, I will
with BrotherSenior Deacon.
take you.

Brother Senior Deacon,will
from?

it the pass and
Mason, but as
explain them
Take me as I

you be off or

From.

From what to what?
SD: From the real grip of a Fellowcraft to the

pass grip of a Master Mason.

Pass. What is this?

The passgrip of a Master Mason.

Has it a name?

It has.

Will you give it me?
SD: I did not so receive it; neither will I

impart it.

WM: How will you disposeof it?

so

SD: I will syllable it with you.

WM: Syllable and begin.

SD: No, you begin.
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SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM: The name of this grip is
—. — — — — was the first
inventor of curious smithwork and of
metallic operations by fire, and was
the eighth man from Adam. You will now
arise and salute the Junior and Senior
Wardensasa Master Mason.
(#) (#) How is it in the South, Brother
Junior Warden?

JW: All right in the South, Worshipful.

WM: (#) How is it in the West, Brother Senior
Warden?

SW: All right in the West, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Brother Senior Deacon, you will
reconductthe brother to the Senior Warden
in the West who will teachhim how to wear
his apron as a Master Mason.

SD: Brother Senior
the Worshipful
brother how to
Mason.

Warden. It is the order of
Master that you teach the
wear his apron as a Master

[30

SD:

WM:

WM:

SD:

WM:

SD:

WM:

WM: You must begin.
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SW: My brother, Masonic tradition informs us
that at the building of King Solomon’s
Temple, Master Masons wore their aprons
with the corner turneddown in the form of
asquareto designatethemasMasterMasons
or overseersof the work. As a speculative
Master Masonyou will thereforewearyours
in this manner to admonishyou that your
actions toward all mankind shouldpossess
the qualities of that perfect figure, to
symbolize the integrity of your service to
God, and to remind you of your four-fold
duty to your country, your family, your
neighbor,and yourself.

WM: My brother, as you are now clothed as a
Master Mason, you are entitled to your
working tools. The working tools of a
Master Mason are all the implementsof
Masonry indiscriminately, but more
especiallythe trowel.

The trowel is an instrumentmadeuseof by
operativemasonsto spreadthecementwhich
unitesthe building into one common mass;
but we, as Free and Accepted Masons,are
taught to makeuseof it for the morenoble
and glorious purpose of spreading the
cement of brotherly love and affection—
that cementwhich unitesus into one sacred
band, or society of friends and brothers,
amongwhomno contentionshouldeverexist,
but that noble contention, or rather emula-
tion, of who bestcan work and best agree.

You will now be reconductedto the place
whenceyou came, invested with what you
have been divested of, and await the
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further will and pleasureof the Worshipful

Master.

THIRD DEGREE - SECOND SECTION

WM: The lodge will be at easeuntil the sound
of the gavel in the East.

MA:

WM:

The lodge is at ease.

(#) (#) Brother Senior Deacon. You will
conductBrother Jonesto the East.

My brother, I supposeyou now consider

ji

ourseIf a MasterMasonand entitled to all
he rights and privileges of a Master
Mason. I presumeyou do from the jewel you
wear. Howevernatural this suppositionmay
be to you, it is erroneous. You are not
yet a Master Mason so far asto enableyou
to prove yourself one or to travel and work
as a Master Mason. The impressive
ceremonieswhichare to follow and in which
you are to take an important part are
intended to impress on the mind or the
candidate the solemn and binding character
of the obligations which he has taken and
to symbolize the vital and fundamental
truth of the immortality of the soul and
the life beyond the grave.

You have a roughand ruggedroad to travel,
beset with ruffians and maybe with
murderers,and shouldyou lose your life in
the conflict, you will not be the first.
My brother,rememberin Whomyou put your
trust. “He that endurethto the end shall
be saved.” In a precedingdegreeyou had
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someoneto pray for you, but now you must
pray for yourself. You will therefore
suffer yourself again to be hoodwinked.

Kneel where you are and pray, either
mentally or orally as you choose. When
done, you will say“amen,” arise,and make
your progress.

(#) (#) (#)

CA: Amen

WM: (#)

SD: My brother, heretofore in your progressin
Masonryyou havebeena candidatein search
of Masonic Light. You now representour
ancient Grand Master Hiram Abif, who was
Grand Architect at the building of King,
Solomon’sTemple,and wasslain just before
its completion. It was the custom of this
~reat and good man at high twelve, while

raft were called from labor to
refreshment, to enter into the unfinished
sanctumsanctorumor holy of holiesof the
Temple, there to offer up his devotionsto
Deity and draw his designson the trestle-
board. This you have done. On the day of
his assassinationhe attemptedto retire at
the southgate,asyou are about to do.

JA: GrandMaster Hiram, I am glad to meetyou
thus alone. This is an opportunity I have
longsought. You know you promisedus that
when the temple wascompletedwe should
receive the secretsof a Master Mason or
the Master’sword, wherebywe might travel
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in foreign countries, work and receive
Master’swages. Behold, the temple is well
nigh completedand we have not obtained
that for which we have so long sought. I
therefore demand of you the secretsof a
Master Mason.

SD: My brother, this is an unusual way of
asking for the secretsof a Master Mason,
neither is it a proper time nor place. You
keep your promise and I will keep mine.
Wait until the temple is completed,when,
if found worthy, you will doubtlessreceive
them. Otherwiseyou can not.

JA: Talk not to me of time norplace. At first
I did not doubt your veracity, but now I
do. Give me the secretsof a Master
Mason.

SD: I shall not, neither can they be given
until the temple is completed,and then
only in the presenceof three: Solomon,
King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre; and
myself.

JA: I will have no more of your parley. Give
me the secretsof a Master Mason or the
Master’s Word or I will take your life.

SD: I will not.

JO: Grand Master Hiram, give me the secretsof
a Master Mason.

SD: I can not.

JO: Give me the secretsof a Master Mason.
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JO: Give me the secretsof a Master Mason or
the Master’sword or I will takeyour life.

JM: GrandMaster Hiram, give me thesecretsof
a Master Mason.

JM: Jubelaand Jubeloyou haveevaded,but me
you cannot escape. My name is Jubelum;
what I purpose,that I perform. Give me
the secretsof a Master Mason.

JM: In my hand I hold an instrumentof death
with which if you do not give me the
secretsof a Master Mason or the Master’s
word I will takeyour life in an instant.

I will not.

Die then.

JA: What horrid deed is this we havedone?

JO: We have murderedour GrandMasterHiram
Abir and have not obtained that for which
we haveso long sought.

JM: Is he dead?

JA: He is. His skull is broken.

r
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JO: Well, this is no time for reflection. What
shall we do with the body?

JM: Let us bury it in therubbishof the Temple
until low twelve when we three will meet
and give it a more decentburial.

JA and JO: Agreed.

JM: Now I will stayhere and watch while you
two go and dig a grave,after which we will

4rneetand bury it.

JA and JO: Agreed.

JM: Is that you, Jubela?

JA: Yes.

JM: Is that you, Jubelo?

JO: Yes. Is that you, Jubelum?

JM: Yes. Low twelve and we are not yet
discovered.Now, what shall we do with the
body?

JA: Let us conveyit a westerlycoursefrom the
Temple to the brow of a hill westof Mount
Moriah, wherewehavebeenand dug a grave,
due east and west, six feet perpendicular,
and therebury it.

JO and JM: Agreed.

JM: Let us plant this acacia in the headof the
grave to concealit and that theplacemay
be known should occasion ever require.

136

SD: I shall not.

SD: I will not.

SD: I can not.

SD: I shall not.

SD:

JM:
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Now, let us makeour escape.

Hello. Are you a seacaptain?

SC: I am.

JM: Are you going to put to sea soon?

SC: I am, tomorrow.

JM:

SC:

Whither are you bound?

To Ethiopia.

JM: The very place we wish to go. Here are
three of us. Can we get a passagewith
you?

SC: You can. I shall be pleasedwith your
company. You have King Solomon’spass,I
presume?

JM: King Solomon’spass?No, wecameaway in a
hurry and on urgent businessand must go.
We did not suppose a pass would be
necessary. We have plenty of money and
will pay you any price you ask.

SC: There is an embargo laid on all the
shipping, and if you have not King
Solomon’s pass you cannot get a passage
with me, neither canyou from this port.

JM: Well, I supposewe will haveto go backand
get a pass.

SC: The soonerthe better. You are suspicious
looking characters.

JM: Well, what shall we do now?

JA: Let us steala boatand put to sea.

JO: Agreed.

JM: Hold! That will not do. This is an
ironbound coast, and we shall be thrown
againstthe rocksand dashedto pieces.

JA: Well, what shall we do?

JO: Let us flee to someotherport.

JA: Agreed.

JM: Hold! That will not do. Before we can
arrive at anotherport the whole coastwill
be lined with our pursuersand we shall be
taken and executed.

JO: Well, what shall we do.

JM: Let us flee into the mountainsand secrete
ourselvesas well as we can and preserve
our lives as long as we can.

JA and JO: Agreed.

All: (Confusion.)

KS: (#) Brother Senior Grand Warden. What is
the causeof all this confusion? Why are
not the craft pursuing their labors?

HT: Most Excellent King Solomon,thereareno
designson the trestleboard.
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KS: No designson the trestleboard?Where is
our Grand Master Hiram Abif?

HT: He has not been seen since high twelve
yesterday.

KS: Not beenseensincehigh twelve yesterday?
I fear he is indisposed. Let strict search
and due inquiry be made for him in and
abouttheseveralapartmentsof theTemple,
and see if he can be found.

HT: (#) (#) (#) Craftsmen. Let strict search
and due inquiry be made in and about the
severalapartmentsof the Temple,and see
if our Grand Master Hiram Abif can be
found.

All: Haveyou seenanythingof our GrandMaster
Hiram Abif? Not since high twelve
yesterday.

HT: (#) Most Excellent King Solomon, strict
searchand due inquiry have been made in
and about the several apartmentsof the
Temple and our Grand Master Hiram Abif
cannot be found.

KS: I fear some fatal accident has befallen
him.

(#) Brother Grand Secretary. Let the
severalrolls of the workmen be called.

SE: Craftsmen, assemble. Assemble for roll
call.

Adoniram?

Ammishaddai?

Jubela?

Jubela?

Jubela?

Benjamin?

Bezaleel?

Belshazzar?

Jubelo?

Jubelo?

Jubelo?

Jethro?

Josephus?

Jedidiah?

Jubelu m?

Jubelum?

Jubelum?

Zebulun?

Zephaniah?
Abraham?



142 Grand Lodge Ritual

Zedekiah?

Most Excellent King Solomon, the several
rolls of the workmen have been calledas
ordered, and three Fellowcrafts are
missing, namely Jubela, Jubelo, and
Jubelum,who, from the similarity of their
names,are supposedto bebrothersand men
of Tyre.

Fl: (#) (#) (#)

SE: Most Excellent King Solomon, there are
without twelve Fellowcrafts who saythey
have important tidings to communicate.

KS: You will admit them.

SE: Enter, you twelve Fellowcrafts.

Fl: Most Excellent King Solomon,fifteen of us
Fellowcrafts,seeingtheTempleaboutto be
completed and being desirous of receiving
the secrets of a Master Mason or the
Master’s Word, whereby we might travel in
foreign countries, work, and receive
Master’s wages, entered into a horrid
conspiracy to extort them from our Grand
Master Hiram Abif or take his life. But
ret’lecting with horror on the atrocity of
the crime, twelve of ushaverecanted. The
other three, we fear, have persisted in
their murderous design. We therefore
appearbefore your Majesty clad in white
gloves and aprons in token of our inno-
cence,acknowledgeour premeditatedguilt,
and most humbly implore your pardon.
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KS: (#) Arise, you twelve Fellowcrafts, and
divide yourselves into parties and travel
three east, three west, three north, and
three south, with others whom I shall
appoint, in search of the ruffians, and
return not without tidings.

F2: Hello, friend. Have you seenanystrangers
passthis way?

WF: I have, three.

F2: What sort of appearingmen were they?

WF: They appearedto be workmen from the
Temple and men of Tyre, seekinga passage
into Ethiopia, but not having King
Solomon’s pass, they could not obtain a
passageand turnedback into the country.

F2: Theseare doubtlessthe very men weare in
searchof. You say they turned back into
the country?

WF: They did.

F2: Now let us go up and
intelligence to King Solomon.

report this

Most Excellent King Solomon, tidings.

KS: Report.

F2: We being of the party who pursued a
westerly course, on coming down near the
port of Joppafell in with a wayfaringman
of whom we inquired if he had seenany
strangerspassthat way. He informed us
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that he had, three, who from their
appearancewere workmenfrom the Temple
and men of Tyre, seekinga passageinto
Ethiopia. But not having your pass, they
could not obtain a passageand turnedback
into the country.

KS: These are doubtless the ruffians. It is
now my order that you disguise yourselves
and travel as before with positive
injunctions to find the ruffians and with
as positive assurancethat if you do not,
you twelveFellowcraftsshallbedeemedthe
murderers and severally suffer for the
crime committed.

Depart. (#)

F3: Well, here we are back in sight of the
Temple. It will not do for us to go up and
report, for if we do, the poor Fellowcrafts
will be executed.

Fl: Let us take a southwesterly or north-
westerly course.

F2: Well, I am tired. I am going to sit down
and rest and refreshmyself.

F3: Oh, comealong. We mayaswell go up and
report ourselvesand suffer the penalty of
our conspiracy.

F2: Hold, companions! Onattemptingto ariseI
accidentally caught hold of this acacia,
which easily giving way excites my
curiosity. Let us look around here. This
hasthe appearanceof a newly made grave.
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JA: Ohhhhhhhh...

Fl: Listen.

JA:

— - — 7ereI Ii~ U~~Faccessoi37
~T1Wdeath of so great a manasour Grand
Master Hiram Abi f.

Fl: That is the voiceof Jubela.

JO: Oh,

ere I had consenT~to the death
~T~ogood a manasour GrandMaster Hiram
Abi f.

F2: That is the voice of Jubelo.

JM: Oh, ______

— ,ereFFiacicau~U
Th~~Th ~f so greafandso good a manas
our Grand Master Hiram Abi f. Oh, Jubela
and Jubelo, it is I who am moreguilty than
you both. It was I who gave the fatal
blow. It was I who killed him.

F3: That is the voice of Jubelum. They are
confessingtheir guilt. What shall we do?
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Fl: Let us rush in, seize,bind, and take them

before King Solomon.

F2: But they are desperatemen.

F3: Well, we have truth and justice on our
side. Let us rush in.

Most Excellent King Solomon, we being of
the party who pursueda westerly coursea
second time, were returning after several
days fruitless search when one brother,
being moreweary thantherest,sat down at
the brow of a hill westof Mount Moriah to
rest and refreshhimself. On attem tin to
arise he accidentally caught hoidof an
acacia which, easily giving way, excited
his curiosity. Whereupon he hailed his
companions and on our return and
examination we found the appearanceof a
newly madegrave. While meditatingon this
singular circumstance we heard the
following horrid exclamations from the
clefts of an adjacent rock. The first was
the voice of Jubelawho exclaimed, “Oh,

- , ere I 1i~ beenaccessory
to the d ti-C~T~greata manasour Grand
Master Hiram Abi 1.” The secondwas the
voiceofJubelowhoexclaimed,“Oh, ____ __

The Third was the voice of Jubelum who ex-
claimed in tones of greater horror than the
others, “Oh,

_ ere I had cau~
the death~f so greaFandso good a manas
our Grand Master Hiram Abi f. Oh, Jubela
and Jubelo, it is I who am moreguilty than
you both. It was I who gave the fatal
blow. It was I who killed him.” Whereupon
we rushedin, seizedand bound them, and we
now have them beforeyour Majesty.

KS: What have you to say, Jubela? Are you
guilty?

JA: Guilty, Most Excellent King Solomon.

KS:

JO:

Are you guilty, Jubelo?

More guilty, Most Excellent King Solomon.
KS: What have you to say, Jubelum? Are you

guilty or not guilty?

JM: Most guilty, Most Excellent King Solomon.

KS: Vile miscreantsand infamouswretchesthat
you are! You have murderedyour Grand
Master Hiram Abif and have not obtained
that for which you so long sought. Reflect
on the atrocity of your crime and on the
amiable and exemplary characterof him
whom you haveso baselyassassinated.Hold
up your headsand receive your sentence.___ ereT Ii~T ~ii~n t~Tt~th~~~tffb f so

gooda manasourGrandMasterHiram Abif.”
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It is my order that you be taken without
the gates of the city and there executed
according to your several imprecations
while in the clefts of the rock.

Away with them! (#)

F3: Most Excellent King Solomon, your orders
have beenduty executed.

KS: It is now my order that you twelve
Fellowcrafts go in searchof the body of
our Grand MasterHiram Abif, and if found,
to observewhether the Master’s word or a
key to it or anything appertainingto the
Master’sdegreeis on or about it.

F3: Where is that weary brother who sat down to
rest and refreshhimself?

F2: Here I am.

F3: Do you think you can find the place?

F2: I think I can.

Here is the acacia,and here is the place.

F3: Let us dig down and see what we can find.

Fl: This is thebody of our GrandMasterHiram
Abi f.

F2: What was
do?

it King Solomon orderedus to
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Master’sdegreewas on or about the body.
Fl: What do we know about the Master’s word or

a key to it? We are only Fellowcrafts.

F2: True, but we must obey orders.

F3: Well, let us examineand seewhat we can
find.

Fl: What is this?

F2: That must be the jewel of his office.

F3: Let us take this and go up and report,and
if King Solomon says nothing about the
Master’s word or a key to it, we won’t.

Fl and F2: Agreed.

F3: Most ExcellentKing Solomon,tidingsfrom
the body.

KS: Report.

F3: ThebodyofourGrandMasterHiram Abif was
found a westerlycoursefrom theTemplein
a grave dug due east and west, six feet
perpendicular,in the brow of a hill where
our weary brother sat down to rest and
refreshhimself.

KS: Was the Master’s word or a key
anything appertaining to the
degreefound on or about it?

to it or
Master’s

F3: Nothing was found but this jewel of his
office ‘by which the body wasdesignated.

F3: To observewhetherthe Master’sword or a
key to it or anything appertainingto the
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Present it. This is indeed the jewel of
our Grand Master Hiram Abif. It is now my
order that you twelve Fellowcraftsgo and
assist in raising the body, and as the
Master’s word is now lost, I propose, my
worthy companion of Tyre, that the first
sign given on arriving at thegrave and the
first word spokenafter the body shall be
raised shall be adopted as the sign and
word for the regulation of all Master’s
lodges until ruture generationsshall find
out the right.

HT: Agreed.

KS: Oh Lord, my God, is thereno help for the
widow’s son?

All: Solemnstrikes the funeral chime,
Notesof our departingtime,
As we journey herebelow,
Through a pilgrimage of woe.

Mortals now indulge a tear!
For mortality is here;
See how wide her trophieswave
O’er the slumbersof the grave!

Lord of all! below—above,
Fill our heartswith truth and
As dissolvesour earthly tie,
Take us to Thy lodge on high.

love,

KS: It is now my order that one of you twelve
Fellowcrafts take the body by the Entered
Apprentice grip and see if it can be
raised.

F3: Most Excellent King Solomon,owing to the
high stateof putrefaction, the body having
been dead already fifteen days, the skin
slips and it cannot be so raised.

All: Oh Lord, my God, is there no help for the
widow’s son?

KS: My worthycompanionof Tyre. You will now
take the body by the Fellowcraft’s grip and
see if it canbe raised.

HT: Most Excellent King Solomon,owing to the
reasonsalreadyassigned,the flesh cleaves
from the bone and it cannotbe so raised.

All: Oh Lord, My God, I fear the Master’sword
is forever lost.

KS: My worthy companionof Tyre, whatshall we
do?

HT: Let us pray.

Thou, 0 God! knowestour downsitting and
our uprising and understandestour thoughts
afar off. Shield and defend us from the
evil intentionsof our enemiesand support
us under the trials and afflictions we are
destinedto endure while traveling through
this vale of tears. Man that is born of
woman is of few daysand full of trouble.
He cometh forth as a flower and is cut
down; he fleeth also as a shadow and
continueth not. Seeing his days are
determined,the number of his months is
with Thee; Thou has appointedhis bounds
that he cannotpass; turn from him that he

KS:
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may rest till he shall accomplishhis day.
For there is hope of a tree if it be cut
down that it will sprout againand that the
tender branch thereofwil [ not cease. But
mandiethandwastethaway;yea,mangiveth
up the ghost and where is he? Asthe
waters fail from the sea and as the flood
decayethand drieth up, so man lieth down
and riseth not up until the heavensshall
be no more. Yet, 0 Lord, havecompassion
upon the children of Thy creation,
administerthemcomfort in time of trouble,
and save them with an everlasting
salvation. Amen.

So mote it be.

I now commandperfect silence, and with
~ our assistance,my worthy companion of

re, I will now raise the body by the
strong grip of a Master Masonor the Lion’s
Paw.

My brother,you havenow beenra isedby the
strong grip of a Master Masonor the Lion’s
Paw on the five pointsof fellowship, which
are foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee,breast-to—
breast,hand-to-back,andcheek-to-cheekor
mouth-to-ear. Foot-to-foot teachesthat
you will ever go on foot and out of your
way to assist a needy, worthy brother.
Knee—to—kneethat in all your devotionsto
Deity you will remembera brother’s welfare
as well asyour own. Breast-to-breastthat
you will ever keep within your breastthe
secretsof a worthybrotherMaster Masonas
inviolable asyour own when communicated
to and receivedby you assuch,murderand

treason excepted. Hand-to-back that you
will ever stretch forth your hand to savea
falling brother, and that you will
vindicate his characterbehind his backas
well as before his face. Cheek-to—cheekor
mouth-to—ear that you will ever whisper
good council in the ear of an erring
brother and in the most friendly manner
remind him of his errors and aid his
reformation,andthat you will give him due
and timely notice that he may ward off
approachingdanger if in your power.

The word which I havejust given you is the
word adopted for the regulation of all
Masters lodges until future generations
shall find out the right, and is that word
which you havesolemny swornneverto give
in any other manneror form than that in
which you have received it, and then only
in low breath.

I will now further explain to you thesigns
pertaining to this degree. This, you will
remember,was given you as the due guard,
and this as the sign of a Master Mason.
They havea further allusion. Our ancient
brethren on arriving at the grave of our
Grand Master Hiram Abif involuntarily
placed their handsin this or this position
to shield their nostrils from the offensive
effluvia which assailed them from the
grave.

This is the Grand Hailing Sign or sign of
distressof a Master Mason, raising your
handsin this mannerand letting them fall
three times, and is that sign which you

All:

KS:



These also have a further allusion. Our
ancient brethrenon raising the body of our
GrandMasterHiram Abif, in tokenof horror
and surprise at the mangled condition of
the body,thus raised their hands above
their headsand exclaimed, “Oh Lord, My
God, is there no help for the widow’s son.”

I will now further explain the grips
pertaining to this degree. Take me as I
take you.

Brother Senior Deacon, will you be off or
from?

SD: From.

r
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SD: From thepassgrip of a MasterMason to the

true grip or the same.

KS: Pass. What is this?

SD: The strong grip of a Master Mason or the
Lion’s Paw.

KS:

SD:

Has it a name?

It has, it being that which I havesolemnly
sworn never to give in anyothermanneror
form than that in which I receivedit, and
thenonly in low breath.

KS: Will you give it me?

SD: I will if you will place yourself in a
proper position to receive it.

KS: What is that position?

SD: Foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee, breast-to-
breast,hand-to-back,andcheek-to—cheekor
mouth-to-ear.

KS: You will now repair to the Eastand receive
a historical accountor this degree.

(#)

THIRD DEGREE - THIRD SECTION

Historical Lecture
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havesolemnly sworn neverto give unlessin
real distress or in cases of the most
imminentdanger,in a regularly constituted
lodge of Master Masons, or in a secure
p lace for Masonic instruction. Should you
be in distress, you will give this sign. A
Master Mason observing it will •repair to
your relief if there is a greater
probability of saving your life than of
Losing his own, and should you seethesign
given, your obligation will be the same.

The words substituted for this sign in the
dark or at other times when it cannotbe
given are “Oh Lord, my God, is there no
help for the widow’s son?” and are equally
as binding on you as though you had seen
the sign given.

154

KS: From what to what?
WM: My Brother: You have this evening
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The beautiful virgin weeping over the
broken column denotes the unfinished
Templeandtheunt imel deathof our Grand
Masfer Hiram Abir. T~e book open before
her that his virtues there live on
perpetual record. The sprig of acacia in
her right hand, the timely discoveryof the
body. The urn in her left that his ashes
were there safely depositedto perpetuate
the remembrance of that amiable,
distinguished, and exemplary character.
And Time, behind her standing, unfolding
her ringlets and counting her hair, that
time, patience, and perseverance will
accomplishall things.

ized his name and proved the admiration of
succeeding generations.

The pillar of Strength representsHiram,
King of Tyre, who strengthened and
supportedKing Solomon in this great and
glorious undertaking.

The pillar of Beauty represents Hiram Abi f,
by whose great skill in the arts and
sciences and cunning workmanship the
Temple was beautifiedand adorned.

The Templeat Jerusalemwassupportedby
fourteen hundred fifty-three columns and
two thousand nine hundred si~ pilasters,
all hewn from the finest Parianmarble.

There were employed in its erection one
hundred fifty-three thousandthree hundred
threeworkmen; namely, three GrandMas-
ters, threethousandthreehundredmasters
or overseersof the work, eighty thousand
fellow crafts or hewers in the mountains,
andseventythousandenteredapprenticesor
bearersof burdens.

The threestepsusuallydelineatedupon the
master’s carpet are emblematical of the
three principal stages of human life,
namely youth manhood,and age. Theyalso
allude to the threedegreesinT ~eemasonry,
EnteredApprentice,Fellowcraftand Master
Mason. In youth, as EnteredApprentices,
we ought industriously to occupy our minds
in the attainment of useful knowledge; in
manhood, as Fellowcrafts, we should apply
that knowledge to the dischargeof our

representedone of the greatestmen, if not
the greatest man and Mason, that ever
lived, no lessa man thanour ancientGrand
Master Hiram Abif, who was slain just
before the completion of the Temple. And
Masonic tradition informs us that they
erectedto his memory a marble monument
consisting of a beautiful virgin weeping
over a broken column, before her a book
open, in her right hand a sprig of acacia,
in her lert an urn, and Time behind her
standing, unfolding her ringlets and
counting her hair.

Masonry may be said to be supportedby
threegreatpillars called Wisdom, Strength
and Beauty, by which are representedour
threeancientMostExcellentGrandMasters:
Solomon, King of Israel; Hiram, King of
Tyre; and Hiram Abif. The pillar of Wisdom
represents King Solomon, whose great wisdom
contrived and executed that stupendous
monumentofarchitecturewhich immortal-



The pot of incenseis an emblemof a pure
heart, which is always an acceptable
sacrifice to Deity; and as this glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts
continually glow with gratitude to the
great and beneficent author of our
existence for the manifold blessingsand
comforts we enjoy.
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ourselves.

When we takea surveyof nature,we view
man, in his infancy more helpless and
indigent than the brute creation; he lies
languishing for days, months, and years,
totally inca p able of providing sustenance
for himself, of guarding against the
attacksof the wild beastsof the field, or
shelteringhimself from the inclemencies of
the weather.

[t might have p leased the great Creator of
heavenandearthto havemademan indepen-
dent; but, as dependenceis one of the
strongestbonds of society, mankind were
madedependenton eachother for protection
and security, as they therebyenjoy better
opportunities for fulfilling the duties of
reciprocal love and friendship. Thus was
man formed for social and active life, the
noblest part of the work of God; and he
that will so demean himself as not to be
endeavoringto add to the commonstock of
knowledgeandunderstandingmaybedeemed
a drone in the hive of nature, a useless
member of society, and unworthy of our
protectionas Masons.

The book of constitutions guarded by the
Tyler’s sword remindsus that we shouldbe
ever watchful and guardedin our thoughts,
wordsand actions,particularly whenbefore
the uninitiated; ever bearing in
remembrance those truly Masonic virtues,
silenceand circumspection.
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respective duties to God, our neighbor, and
ourselves, so that in age, as Master
Masons, we may enjoy the happyreflection
consequent on a well-spent life, and die in
the hope of a glorious immortality.

WM: My Brother: I will now call yourattention
to nine classes of emblems or symbols of
Masonry, eight of which are—the pot of
incense, the bee—hive, the book of
constitutionsguardedby the Tyler’s sword,
the sword pointing to a naked heart, the
anchor and ark, the forty-seventhproblem
of Euclid, the hour-glassand scythe.

The bee-hive is an emblemof industry,and
recommendsthe practiceof that virtue to
all createdbeings, from thehighestseraph
in Heaven to the lowest reptile of the
dust. It teachesus that as we came into
the world rational and intelligent beings,
so we should ever be industrious ones;
never sitting down contented while our
fellow-creatures around us are in want,
especially when it is in our power to
relieve them without inconvenience to The sword pointing to a nakedheartdemon-



160 GrandLodge Ritual Third Degree — Third Section 161

strates that justice will sooner or later
overtake us; and although our thoughts,
words, and actionsmay be hiddenfrom the
eyesof man, yet that all-seeingeye whom
the sun, moon and stars obey, and under
whose watchful care even cometsperform
their stupendousrevolutions, pervadesthe
inmost recessesof the human heart, and
will rewardus accordingto our merits.

The anchorand ark are emblemsof a well-
groundedhopeand a well-spent life. They
are emblematical of that Divine Ark which
safely wafts us over this tempestuoussea
of troubles, and that anchor which shall
safely moor us in a peacefulharbor,where
the wicked cease from troubling, and the
weary shall find rest.

The forty-seventhproblemof Euclid wasan
invention of our ancient friend and
brother, the great Pythagoras,who, in his
travels through Asia, Africa, and Europe,
was initiated into several orders of
priesthood,and is said to havebeenraised
to the sublime degree of Master Mason.
This wise philosopher enriched his mind
abundantly in a general knowledge of
things, more especially in geometry, or
Masonry. On this subjecthedrew out many
problemsandtheorems;andamongthe most
distinguishedhe erectedthis, when, in the
joy of his heart, he exclaimed, Eureka!
signifying, in the Grecian language,I have
found it; and upon the discoveryof which
he is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.
It teachesMasons to be general lovers of
the arts and sciences.

TheHour-glassis an emblemof humanlife.
Behold, how swiftly the sandsrun, andhow
rapidly our lives are drawing to a close!
Wecannot, without astonishment, behold the
little particles which are contained in
this machine,how they passaway almost
imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in
the short space of an hour, they are all
exhausted.Thuswastesman! Todayhe puts
forth the tender leavesof hope; tomorrow
blossoms, and bears his blushing honors
thick upon him; the next day comesa frost,
which nips the shoot, and when he thinks
his greatnessis still aspiring, he falls,
like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother
earth.

TheScytheis anemblemof time, which cuts
the brittle thread oC life, and launchesus
into eternity. Behold, what havoc the
scytheof timemakesamongthehumanrace;
if, perchance,we escapethenumerousevils
incident to childhood and youth, and, with
health and vigor, arrive at the years of
manhood,yet withal we must soon be cut
down by the all-devouring scythe of time
and be gathered to the land where our
fathershave gone before us.

Lastly, my Brother, I will call your
attention to the setting—maul, the spade,
and the coffin.

Thesetting-maul,by which ourGrandMaster
Hiram Abif was slain, is emblematicalof
that casualty or diseaseby which our own
existencemust sooneror later terminate.
The spadewhich dug his must ere long dig



Thus, my Brother, we closeour lecture on
the solemnthoughtsof death: we areborn,
webreath,we suffer, we mourn, and wedie.
Yes, my brother, we are all born to die.
We follow our rriends to the brink of the
grave and, standingon the shoreof a vast
ocean,gaze with exquisite anxiety until
the last dreadful struggle is over, and see
them sink into the faThomlessabyss. We
feel our own feetslide from the precarious
bank on which we stand,and but a few suns
more, my Brother, and we too will be
whelmedmiddeath’sawful waves,thererest
in the stilly shade where the worm shall
cover us and nought but silence and
darkness reign around our melancholy
abode.

r
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Bible, that Great Light in Masonry, lifts
the shroud, draws aside the sablecurtains
of the tomb, and bids hopeand joy rouseup
to sustain and cheer the departing spirit.
It points beyond the dark valley of the
shadowof deathand bids us turn an eyeof
faith and confidence to the vast and
openingscenesof boundlesseternity.

Charge to the Candidate

WM: My Brother; Your zeal for our lnstitution,
the progress you have made in our
mysteries, and your steady conformity to
our useful regulations,have pointed you
out as a pro er object for this peculiar
mark of our favor.

Duty and honor now alike bind you to be
faithful to every trust; to support the
dignity of your characteron all occasions;
and strenuouslyto enforce,by preceptand
eKample, a steadyobedienceto the tenets
of Freemasonry.Exemplaryconducton your
part will convincethe world that merit is
the just title to our privileges, and that
on you our favors have not been
undeservedlybestowed.

As a Master Mason you are authorizedto
correct the irregularities of your less
informed brethren, to fortify their minds
with resolution against the snaresof the
insidious, and to guard them againstevery
allurement to vicious practices. To
preserve unsullied the reputation of the
Fraternity ought to be your constantcare;
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our graves. The coffin which receivedhis
must ere long receiveour remains. These
are striking emblems of mortality and
afford serious reflection for the thinking
mind. But the acacia or evergreen which
bloomed at the head of his grave and
betrayed the p lace of interment is
emblematical of the immortal part which
survives the grave and bears the nearest
affinity to that supremeintelligencewhich
pervadesandanimatesall nature,and which
can never,no never, die.

But is this the end of manand theexpiring
hope of faithful Masons? No, blessedbe
God, but true to our principles we pause
not at our first or secondstep but press
forward for greater light; and as the last
embers of mortal life are yet feebly
glimmering in the socketof existence,the

z~—Ij
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and therefore it becomes your province to
caution the inexperienced againsta breach
of fidelity. To your inferiors in rank or
office you are to recommendobedienceand
submission; to your equals, courtesy and
affability; to your superiors,kindnessand
condescension.Universal benevolenceyou
are zealously to inculcate, and, by the
regularity of your own conduct,endeavorto
remove every aspersion against this
venerable Institution. Our ancient
landmarksyou are carefully to preserve,
and not suffer them, on any pretense,to be
infringed, or countenancea deviation from
our establishedcustoms.

Your honor and reputationareconcernedin
supporting with dignity the respectable
characteryou now bear. Let no motive,
therefore,makeyou swervefrom yourduty,
violate your vows, or betray your trust;
but be true and faithful, and imitate the
exampleof that celebratedartist whom you
have this evening represented. Thus you
will renderyourself deservingof the honor
we have conferred, and worthy of the
confidencewe have reposedin you.

You will now sign the constitutionand by-
laws of our lodge and take a seat as a
member thereof, entitled to all the rights
and privilegesof a Master Mason.

the plumbline of justice, eversquaringour
actionsby the squareof virtue, that when
the Grand Wardenof Heavenshall call for
us, we may be found ready. Let us
cultivate assiduously the nob~e tenetsof
our profession,brotherly love, relief, and
truth; from thesquarelearnmorality; from
the level equality; and from the plumb,
rectitudeof life.

Let us imitate in all his variedperfection
him, who, when assailedby the handsof
murderous craftsmen, maintained his
integrity even in death and sealed his
principles with his vital blood. Let us
emulatehisamiableand virtuouscharacter,
his unfeigned piety to God and his
inflexible fidelity to his trust, and as
the acacia or evergreenwhich bloomedat
the headof his gravebetrayedthe placeof
interment, so may virtue, by its ever
blooming loveliness, designate us as Free
and Accepted Masons. With the trowel
spread liberally the cement of brotherly
love; circumscribedby the compasses,let
us ponder well our words and actions,and
let all the energiesof our minds and the
affections of our souls be employed in the
attainment of our Supreme Grand Master’s
approbation. Then, when our dissolution
draws nigh, and the cold winds of death
comesighing aroundus, and his chill dews
already glisten upon our foreheads,with
joy shall we obey thesummonsof the Grand
Wardenof Heavenandgo from our laborson
earth to eternal refreshment in the
paradiseof God, where, by the benefit of
the passof a pure and blamelesslife and

Chargeto the Lodge

WM: (#) (#) (#) And now my Brethren, let us
see to it, and so regulate our lives, by
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an unshaken confidence in the merits of the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, shall we gain
ready admission into the celestial lodge
where the Supreme Architect of the Universe
~resides; there, placed at His right hand,

e will be pleased to pronounce us just and
upright Masons.Then, my Brethren,will we
be fitly prepared for that spiritual
building, that house not made with hands,
eternal in the Heavens,whereno discordant
voice shall arise and all the soul shall
experience shall ~e perfect bliss, and all
it shall express shall be perfect praise,
and love divine ennoble every heart, and
hosannasexaltedemploy every tongue.

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden. Is
anything further in the West to
before this lodge of Master Masons?

there
bring

WM: (#) Anything on your table, Brother
Secretary?

WM: (#) Have any of the brethrenaround the
lodge anything to offer for the good of
Masonry or for this lodge in particular?
If not, we will proceedto close.

(#) Brother Junior Deacon. The last as
well as the first greatcareof Masonswhen
convened?

JD: To seethat the lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: You will perform that duty and inform the
Tiler that I am about to closeBlank Lodge
Number 1986 and direct him to take due
notice and tile accordingly.

JD:

TI:

(+) (+) (+)

(+) (+) (+)

JD: The Lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: How tiled?

JD: By a Master Mason armed with
implementof his ofrice.

the proper

WM: The Tiler’s station?

JD: Outside the inner door with a drawnsword
in his hand.

WM:

JD:

His duty?

To guardagainsttheapproachof cowansand
eavesdroppersand see that none passor
repassbut such as are duly qualified and
have permission.

(#)

CLOSING ON THE THIRD DEGREE
DOWN TO THE SECOND DEGREE

SW: Nothing in the West, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Anything in the South, Brother Junior
Warden?

JW: Nothing in the South, Worshipful.

on the Secretary’s table,SE: Nothing
Worshipful.
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JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, the Worshipful
Master’s station?

SW: In the East, Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to openand govern his
lodge, set the Craft to work, and give them
proper instruction.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, it is my order that
Blank Lodge Number1986 be now closedon
theThird Degreeof Masonry. This you will
communicateto the Junior Warden in the
South and he to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now closed on the Third
Degree of Masonry. This you will
communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

WM: JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
theWorshipfulMaster,communicatedto me

SW: by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now closed on the Third
Degreeof Masonry. Takedue notice thereof
and govern yourselvesaccordingly.

WM: (#) BrotherSeniorWarden. At theopening’
of this lodgeyou informedme that you were
a MasterMason. Whatinducedyou to become
a Master Mason?

SW: That I might travel in foreign countries,
work and receive Master’s wages, and be
thereby the better enabled to support
myself and family and contribute to the
relief of worthy distressedbrother Master
Masons,their widows and orphans.

What makesyou a Master Mason?

WM: Wherewere you madea Master Mason?

SW: In a regularly constitutedlodge of Master
Masons.

WM: What numberconstitutesa lodgeof Master
Masons?

WM: When of three, of whom do they consist?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens.

The Junior Warden’sstation?

In the South, Worshipful.

WM: (#) (#) Brother Junior Warden. The Senior
Warden’sstation?

WM:

SW: My obligation.

SW: Three or More.
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SE: Nothing on the Secretary’s table,
Worshipful.

WM: (#) Have any of the brethrenaround the
lodge anything to offer for the good of
Masonry or for this lodge in particular?
If not, we will proceedto close.

(#) Brnther Junior Deacon. The last as
well as the rirst greatcareof Masonswhen
convened?

JD: To see that the lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: You will perform that duty and inform the
Tiler that I am aboutto closeBlank Lodge
Number 1986 and direct him to take due
notice and tile accordingly.

WM: (#) JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Lodge is tiled, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden. Is there WM: How tiled?
anything further in the West to bring
before this lodge of Master Masons? JD: By a Master Mason armed with the proper

implementof his office.

WM: The Tiler’s station?

JD: Outside the inner door with a drawn sword
in his hand.

WM: His duty?
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SW: (#) (#) (#)

JW: (#) (#) (#)

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

GrandLod~e Ritual

WM: Together,Brethcen. (#) (#) (#)

WM: Accordingly, I declareBlank LodgeNumber
1986closedon theThird Degreeof Masonry.
Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Tiler.
Brother Senior Deacon. Arrange the lights
in the Fellowcraft Degree.

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

CLOSING ON THE THIRD DEGREE
SHORT FORM

SW: Nothing in the West, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Anything in the South, Brother Junior
Warden?

JW: Nothing in the South, Worshipful.

WM: (#) Anything on your table, Brother
Secretary? JD: To guardagainstthe approachof cowansand



SW: In a regularly constitutedlodge of Master
Masons.

WM: What numberconstitutesa lodgeof Master
Masons?

SW: The Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior
Wardens.

F
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WM: (#) (#) Brother Junior Warden.
Warden’sstation?
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The Senior

JW: In the West, Worshipful.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, the
Master’sstation?

Worshipful

SW: In the East,Worshipful.

WM: Why in the East?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to open and
govern the day, so rises the Worshipful
Master in the East to open and govern his
lodge, set the Craft to work, and give them
proper instruction.

WM: BrotherSenior Warden, it is my order that
Blank Lodge Number 1986 be now closed.
This you will communicateto the Junior
Warden in the Southand he to the brethren,
that all having due notice thereof may
govern themselvesaccordingly.

SW: Brother Junior Warden. It is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 19~6 be now closed. This you will
communicate to the brethren, that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
theWorshipfulMaster,communicatedto me
by the way of the West, that Blank Lodge
Number1986be now closed.Takedue notice
thereofand governyourselvesaccordingly.
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eavesdroppersand see that none passor
repassbut such as are duly qualified and
have permission.

WM: (#) Brother SeniorWarden. At the opening
of this lodge you informed me that you were
a Master Mason. What inducedyou to become
a Master Mason?

SW: That I might travel in foreign countries,
work and receive Master’s wages, and be
thereby the better enabled to support
myself and family and contribute to the
relief of worthy distressedbrother Master
Masons,their widows and orphans.

WM: What makes you a Master Mason?

WM: Wherewere you made a Master Mason?

WM: When of three, of whom do they consist?

WM: The Junior Warden’sstation?

SW: My obligation.

SW: Threeor More.

SW: In the South, Worshipful.
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(#) (#) (#) WM: (#)

should Masons

WM: And how act, Brother Junior Warden?

WM: And part upon the square. So, my Brethren,
may we ever meet, act and part.

CII: And now may the blessing of Heaven rest
upon us and all regular Masons; may
brotherly love prevail, and every moral and
social virtue cement us. Amen

All: So mote it be.

WM: Accordingly, I declare Blank Lodge Number
1986 closed until its next stated meeting
unless sooner specially convened, in which
case due and timely notice will be given by
summons or otherwise. Brother Junior
Deacon, inform the Tiler. Brother Senior
Deacon. Take charge of the lights.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

WM: Together,Brethren.

SW: (#) (#) (#)

JW: (#) (#) (#)

WM: Brother Senior Warden,how
meet?

SW: On the level.

JW: By the plumb.

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.
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JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
the Worshipful Master communicated to me
by the way of the West that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 dispense with labor on the
(First, Second, or Third) Degree and resume
on the (First, Second, or Third). Take due
notice thereof and govern yourselves
accordingly.

WM: Together, Brethren. (#) or (#) (#) or (#)
(#) (#)

1986 at labor on the (First, Second, or
Third) Degree of Masonry. Brother Junior
Deacon, inform the Tiler. Brother Senior
Deacon. Arrange the lights.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

WM: (#)

GOING FROM LABOR TO REFRESHMENT
WM: (#) Brother Junior Warden. How goes the

hour?

JW: High twelve, Worshipful.

WM: It being high twelve, it is my order that
Blank Lodge Number 1986 be now called from
labor to refreshment until 7:45 p.m. this
evening. This you will communicate to the
brethren that all having due notice thereof
may govern themselves accordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is
the Worshipful Master that
Number 1986 be now called
refreshment until 7:45 p.m.
Take due notice thereof
yourselves accordingly.

the order of
Blank Lodge

from labor to
this evening.
and govern

WM: Together, Brethren. (#) or (#) (#) or (#)
(#) (#)

DISPENSING FROM ONE DEGREE
TO ANOTHER

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden. It is my order
that Blank Lodge Number 1986 dispense with
labor on the (First, Second, or Third)
Degree and resume on the (First, Second, or
Third). This you will communicate to the
Junior Warden in the South and he to the
brethren that all having due notice thereof
may govern themselves accordingly.

SW: (#) Brother Junior Warden. It is the
order of the Worshipful Master that Blank
Lodge Number 1986 dispense with labor on
the (First, Second, or Third) Degree and
resume on the (First, Second, or Third).
This you will communicate to the brethren
that all having due notice thereof may
govern themselves accordingly.

SW: (#) or (#) (#) or (#) (#) (#)

JW: (#) or (#) (#) or (#) (#) (#)

WM: Accordingly I declare Blank Lodge Number
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SW: (#) or (#) (#) or (#) (#) (#)

JW: (#) or (#) (#) or (#) (#) (#)

WM: Accordingly, I declare Blank Lodge Number
1986 at refreshment. Brother Junior Deacon,
inform the Tiler. Brother Senior Deacon.
Take Charge of the lights.

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

GOING FROM REFRESHMENT TO LABOR

WM: (#) (#) Brother Junior Deacon. You will
see that the Tiler is at his post and close
the door.

WM: (#) Brother Junior Warden. How goes the
hour?

WM: (#) Brother Senior Warden. Are all
present (Masons, Fellowcrafts, or Master
Masons)?

(#) Brother Junior Deacon. You
proceed to satisfy yourself that
present are (Masons, Fellowcrafts,
Master Masons).

will
all

or

JD: Worshipful Master, may I have assistance?

WM: Brother Junior Deacon, I am informed that

all present are vouched for.

JD: I am so satisfied, Brother Senior Warden.

SW: (#) All present are (Masons, Fellowcrafts,
or Master Masons), Worshipful.

(The Master may have the Deacons and Stewards
collect the pass at this time if he wishes. See
Second Degree - Opening, page 55, for an
explanation of the situations that may be
encountered when collecting the pass.)

WM: (#) Brother Junior Warden. It being one
hour past high twelve, it is my order that
BlankLodge Number1986benow calledfrom
refreshmentto labor on the (First, Second,
or Third) Degreeof Masonry. This you
will communicateto the brethren,that all
having due notice thereof may govern
themselvesaccordingly.

JW: (#) (#) (#) Brethren, it is the order of
the Worshipful Master that Blank Lodge
Number 1986 be now ca Iled from refreshment
to labor on the (First, Second, or Third)
Degree of Masonry. Take due notice thereof
and govern yourselves accordingly.

WM: Together, Brethren. (#) or (#) (#) or (#)

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

WM: (#)

JD: The Tiler is at his post, Worshipful.

JW: One hour past high twelve, Worshipful.

SW: I will inquire by my proper officer and
report.
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(#) (#)

SW: (#) or (#) (#) or (#) (#) (#)

JW: (#) or (#) (#) or (#) (#) (#)

WM: Accordingly, I declare Blank Lodge Number
1986 at labor on the (First, Second, or
Third) Degree of Masonry. Brother Junior
Deacon, inform the Tiler. Brother Senior
Deacon. Arrange the lights.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

JD: The Tiler is informed, Worshipful.

MERGING FROM A SPECIAL MEETING
TO A STATED MEETING

WM: Brethren, the hour for the Stated Meeting
having arrived and the lodge having been
opened on the Third Degree, further work in
the Special Meeting will be dispensed with
and the business of the Stated taken up.
Brother Secretary, you will make a record.

RECEIVING A VISITING BROTHER
(TEST OATH)

door.

WM: Attend to the alarm,
Deacon.

Brother Junior

JD: (+) (+) (+)

(The Tiler informs the Junior Deacon that a
visiting Brother desires admission. The Junior
Deacon inquires if the Brother is vouched for.
If the Tiler says the visiting Brother is not
vouched for, the following ensues.)

JD: Brother John
Number 1986,
admission.

Paul Jones, Blank Lodge
Springfield, Illinois, desires

WM: Is he vouched for?

JD: He is not.

WM: Brother __________ and Brother __________

will act as a committee, retire without
ceremony, and examine the visiting
Brother.

(The first Brother named to the committee will be
in charge of the investigation. The committee
must see documentary evidence that the visiting
Brother is a member of the Craft, ascertain
whether the Brother belongs to a recognized
lodge, administer the Test Oath, and satisfy
themselves by whatever examination they choose
that the Brother is a Mason. All Brethren in the
room when the Test Oath is given must
participate.)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

WM: (#)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: Worshipful Master, thereis an alarmat the
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Test Oath: 1, John Paul Jones, of my own
free will and accord, in the presence of
Almighty God and these witnesses, do hereby
and hereon most solemnly and sincerely
swear, that I have been regularly initiated
as an Entered Apprentice, passedto the
degree of Fellowcraft, and raised to the
sublime degree of Master Mason in a
regularly constituted lodge of Masons, that
I am not now under the sentence of
expulsion or suspension and know of no good
reason why I should not hold Masonic
fellowship with my brethren,so help me,
God.

(If the Examining Committee does not accept
the visiting brother as a Mason in good
standing or from a recognized jurisdiction,
and wishes to return to the lodge, the
Junior Deacon will report, “Two members of
this lodge desire admission.” The Worship-j
ful Master will order them admitted and
that ends the matter of the visiting
brother. If the Committee accepts the
visiting brother, the following ensues:)

The Examining Committee desire admission,~

First Brother Named to the Committee:
Worshipful Master, your committee have
examined Brother John Paul Jones, Blank
Lodge Number 1986, Springfield, Illinois,
and find him to be a Master Mason in good
standing.

RECEPTION OF THE
MOSTWORSHIPFULGRANDMASTER

(Note: A full description of this ritual with
floor movements is given on pages 85-89 of
Ceremonialsfor Use of the M. W. GrandLodgeof
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the State of
Illinois and Its Constituent Lodges, available
through your lodge secretary.)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: Worshipful Master, there is an alarm at the
door.

WM: Attend to the alarm,
Deacon.

Brother Junior

JD: (+) (+) (+)

The Most Worshipful Grand Masterdesires
ad mission.

WM: (#) Brother ____________, Right Worshipful
Deput Grand Master, and Brother~,
Right orship ful Senior GrandWai~d~ii7WiTI
act as a committee, retire with the Senior
Deacon and Stewards, and attend to the
introduction of the Most Worshipful Grand
Master.

JD: Worshipful Master, there is an alarm at the
door.

WM: Attend to the alarm, Brother Junior Deacon.

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: (+) (4) (+)

JD:

WM: You will admit them.
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(#) (#) (#)

Brother Junior

Senior Committeman: Worshipful Master, I have
the honor ofpresenting Brother __________

Most Worshipful Grand Masterof Ancient,
Free, and Accepted Masons of the State of
Illinois.

WM: You will conduct the Most Worshipful Grand
Master to the East.

Brethren, I have the honor of introducing
Brother ___________, Most Worshipful Grand
Master ox Ancient, Free, and Accepted
Masons of the State of Illinois. Join me
in according him the grand honors.
Together, Brethren.

RECEPTION OF A RIGHT WORSHIPFUL
DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER

(Note: A full description of this ritual with
floor movements is given on pages 89-92 of
Ceremonials for Use of the M. W. Grand Lodge of
Ancient iree and Accepted Masons ox tfle btate 01
Illinois and 1t5 Constituent Lodges, available
through your lodge secretary.)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: Worshipful Master, there is an alarm at the
door.

WM: Attend to the alarm,
Deacon.

Brother Junior

JD: (+) (+) (+)

The Right Worshipful District Deputy Grand

Master desires admission.
WM: (#) Brother Senior and Junior Wardens.

Attend to the introduction of the Right
Worshipful District Deputy Grand Master.

WM: (#) (#) (#)

SW: Worshipful Master, I have the honor of
presenting Brother ______________,Right
Worshipful Districi Deputy Grand Master of
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of the
______ District of the State of Illinois.

WM: You will conduct the Right Worshipful
District Deputy Grand Master to the East.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

JD: Worshipful
door.

WM: Attend to
Deacon.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

the alarm,

Master, thereis an alarmat the

The committee with the Most Worshipful
Grand Master are prepared to enter.

WM: You will admit them.



0

o
—

a)

——
o

a
)

220

U
~ocj2

~~4a

.—
0

4-a
c
*~

:-.
0

0
O

b
D

a
)

-.4D
0

~c*~

bia)0
0

)

•0
,~

~4
~

4
.a

O
U

~
U

~
-
-
.

~-a
4

~a
0

)
-~

0
)0

C
i2

a
)~

~
-

I
III••

Co



F— -

Tile. Tiling precedes the closing of the highest
~~iee that was opened. Anything further, fol-
lowed by tiling, always precedes closing on the
3rd down to the 2nd, or closing direct from the
3rd (short form). Tiling precedes closing on the
2nd down to the 1st or closing direct from the
2nd (short form), if the 3rd has not been opened.
Tiling precedes closing from the 1st if a higher
degree has not been opened. Tiling always is
included in the opening ceremony of the 1st.
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CATECHISMS

FIRST DEGREECATECHiSM

WM: (#) Brother Junior Deacon. You will admit
Brother John Paul Jones, an Entered
Apprentice.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

WM: Brother Jones, are
examination?

you ready for your

CA: lam.

WM: Brother _________

examination.
you will conduct the

Q— Whence came you?

A— From a lodge of the Saints John of Jeru-
salem.

Q— What came you here to do?

A—To learn to subdue my passions and improve

myself in Masonry.
Q— You are a Mason then, I presume?

A—lam so taken and accepted among brothers and

fellows.

Q— What makes you a Mason?

188 Grand Lodge Ritual

Opening and Closing Chart flirections

With a pointer, enter the chart at any of the
three openings and trace along the paths. These
paths represent openings, closings, dispensing
and to and from refreshment. Any combination oI~
paths that can be traced without obstruction in
either direction indicates a correct succession
of ceremonies. (R indicates refreshment.)

short refers to short form opening or closing:
opening direct on the 2nd, opening direct on the
3rd, closing direct from the 3rd, and closing
direct from the second.

in form is recited by the Master only when open-
ing on the 3rd up from the 2nd after having open-
ed on the 2nd up from the 1st. In form is always
recited by him when closing from the 1st.

71 -
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A—My obligation.

Q— How do you know yourself to be a Mason?

A—By having been often tried, never denied, and
being ready to be tried again.

Q— How shall I know you to be a Mason?

A— By certa in signs, a token, a word, and the

points of my entrance.

Q— What are signs?

A— Right angles, horjzontals, and perpendic-

ulars.

Q— Give me a sign.

Q— Has that an allusion?

A—It has, to the penalty of my obligation.

Q— What is a token?

A—A certain friendly and brotherly grip whereby
one Mason may know another in the dark as
well as the light.

Q— Give me a token. I hele.

A— I conceal.

Q— What do you conceal?

A—All the secrets of Masons in Masonry to which
this token alludes.

Q— What is this?

A—A grip.

Q— Of what?

A—Of an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Q— Has it a name?

A—It has.

Q— Will you give it me?

A— I did not so receive it, neither will I so

impart it.
Q— How will you dispose of it?

A—I will letter and halve it with you.

Q— Letter and begin.

A—No, you begin.

Q— You must begin.

Q— Where were you made a Mason?

A—In a regularly constituted lodge of Masons.

Q— Where were you first prepared to be made a
Mason?

A—In my heart.

Q— Where were you secondly prepared?
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A—In a room adjacent to a regularly constituted

lodge of Masons.

Q— How were you prepared?

A— By being divested of all metals, neither
naked nor clad, barefoot nor shod, hood-
winked, and with a cable tow once around
my neck, in which condition I was conducted
to the door of the lodge by a friend whom I
afterwards found to be a brother.

Q—Bein~hoodwinked, how did you know it to be a
door.

A—By first meeting with resistance and after-
wards gaining admission.

Q— How gained you admission?

A—By three distinct knocks.

Q— What was said to you from within?

Q— Your answer?

if

A—Mister John Paul Jones, who has long been in
darkness and now seeks to be brought to light
and to receive a part in the rights and
benefits of this Worshipful Lodge, erected to
God and dedicated to the Saints John, as all
brothers and fellows have done before.

I was worthy and well qualified, duly and
truly prepared, of lawful age and properly
vouched for, all of which being answered in
the affirmative, I was asked by what further
rights and benefits I expected to gain
acim ission.

Q— Your answer?

A—By being a man, freeborn, of good report and
well recommended.

Q— How were you then disposed of?

A—I was directed to wait with patience until
the Worshipful Master was informed of my
request and his answer returned.

Q— What answer did he return?
A—Let him enter in the name of the Lord and be

received in due form.

Q— How were you received?

A—On the point of a sharp instrument pressing
my naked left breast, which was to teach me
that as that was an instrument of torture to
my flesh, so should the recollection of it be
to my conscience should I ever presume to
reveal any of the secrets of Freemasonry
unlawfully.

Q— How were you then disposed of?

A—I was conducted to the center of the lodge,
caused to kneel, and attend prayer.

A—Who comes here?

Q— What were you then asked?

A— If it wasof my own free will and accord, if
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Q— After prayer, what were you asked?

A—I was taken by the right hand and informed
that my trust being in God, my faith was well
founded, ordered to arise, follow my
conductor, and fear no danger.

Q— How were you then disposed of?

A— I was conductedoncearoundthe lodgeto the
Junior Warden in the South where the same
questions were asked and like answers
returned as at the door.

A—He directed me to the Senior Warden in the
West and he to the Worshipful Master in the
East, where the same questions were asked and
like answers returne as efore.

Q— How did the Worshipful Master dispose of
you?

Q— What did the Worshipful Master then do with

you?

A—He made me a Mason in due form.
Q— What is that due form?

A— Kneeling on my naked left knee, my right
forming a square, my left hand supporting the
Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses, my right
resting thereon, in which due form I took
upon myselr the solemn oath or obligation of
an Entered Apprentice Mason, which is as
follows:

I, John Paul Jones,of my own free will and
accord, in the presence of Almighty God and
this Worshipful Lodge, erected to Him and
dedicated to the Saints John, do hereby and
hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise
and swear that I will always hele, ever
conceal, and never reveal any of the secret
arts, parts or points of the hidden
mysteriesoiancientFreemasonrywhich have
been heretofore, may at this time, or shall
at any future period be communicated to me as
such, to any person or persons whomsoever,
except it be to a true and lawful brother of
this degree or within a regularly constituted
lodge of Masons, and neither unto him nor
them until by strict trial, due eKamination
or legal information I shall have found him
or them as lawfully entitled to the same as I
am myself.

I furthermore promise and swear that I will
not write, print, paint, stamp, stain, cut,
carve, mark nor engrave them nor cause the

A— In whom I put my trust.

Q— Your answer?

A— In God.

Q— What followed?

Q— How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A—He ordered me to be reconducted to the Senior
Warden in the West who taught me to approach
the East by one upright regular step, my feet
forming the angle o fasquare, my body erect
at the altar before the Worshipful Master.
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same to be done upon anything movable or
immovable capable of receiving the least
impression of a word, syllable, letter or
character, whereby the same may become
legible or intelligible to any person under.
the canopy of heaven.

All this I most solemnly and sincerely
promiseand swearwith a firm and steadfast
resolution to keep and perform the same
without any equivocation,mental reservation
or secretevasionof mind whatever,

should I ever knowingly violate this,
my solemnobligationof anEnteredApprentice
Mason,sohelp me, God, and keepme steadfast
in the due performanceof the same.

Q— After taking the obligation, what were you
asked?

A— What I most desired.

Q— Did you receive light?

Q— Your answer?

A— Light.

I,

A—The three great lights in Masonry by the

assistanceoft he three lesser.

Q— What are the threegreat lights in Masonry?

A— The Holy Bible, Square,and Compasses.

Q— What are their Masonicuses?

A— The Bible is given as the rule and guide of
our faith, the Squareto squareour actions,
andtheCompassesto circumscribeandkeepus
within due bounds.

Q— What are the three lesserlights?

A— Three burning tapersplaced in a triangular
form, representingthe sun, moon, and Master
of the lodge.

Q— Why so?

A— As the sunrulesthe dayand the moon governs
the night, so should the Worshipful Master
endeavorto rule and govern his lodge with
equal regularity.

Q— What did you next discover?

A— The Worshipful Masterapproachingme from
the East under the due guard and sign of an
Entered Apprentice Mason, who, in tokenof
friendship and brotherly love, presentedme
his right hand and with it the grip and word
o an nteredApprentice,orderedme to arise
and salute the Junior and Senior Wardensas
such.

A— I did, by order of the Worshipful Masterand
the assistanceof the brethren.

Q— Upon being brought to light, what did you
first discover?
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A— I wasreconductedto the Worshipful Masterin
the East, who informed me that accordingto
an ancient custom adopted in every regular
and well governedlodge, it becamenecessary
that I be requestedto depositsomethingof a
metallic kind, not for its intrinsic worth
but that it might be laid up among the
records in the archives of the lodge as a
memorial that I was theremadea Mason,but
upon strict search I found myself entirely
destitute.

A— The working tools of an Entered Apprentice
and taught their uses.

0

j

A—The twenty-four inch gauge and the common

gavel.

Q— What are their Masonic uses?

A— The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument
made use of by operativemasonsto measure
and lay out their work. But we, as Free and
AcceptedMasons,aretaught to makeuseof it
for the more noble and glorious purposeof
dividing our time. It being divided into
twenty—four equal parts, is emblematicalof
the twenty-four hours of the day, which we
are taught to divide into three equalparts,
whereby we find eight hours for the service
of God and a distressedworthybrother,eight
for our usual vocations, and eight for
refreshmentand sleep.

Thecommongavelisan instrumentmadeuseof
by operative masons to break off the rough
and superfluousparts of stones, the better

do fit them for the builder’s use,but we, as
FreeandAcceptedMasons,are taught to make
use of it for the more noble and glorious
purpose of divesting our hearts and
consciences of the vices and superfluities of
life, thereby fitting our minds, as living
stones, for that spiritual building, that
house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.

~— How were you then disposed of?

k— I was placed in the northeastcornerof the
lodge, my feet forming theangleof a square,
my body erect at the right hand of the
Worshipful Master in the East, who was
pleased to say that I there stood as a just

A—With the bib turned up.

Q— After salutingthe wardens,what did you next
discover?

A— The Worshipful Masterapproachingme from
the Easta secondtime, who presentedmewith
a lambskin or white leatherapron, which he
informedme wasan emblemof innocenceand
the badgeof a Mason, orderedme to carry it
to the Senior Warden in the West who taught
me how to wear it asan Entered Apprentice.

Q— How should an Entered Apprentice wear his
apron?

Q— After being taught how to wear your apron,
how were you then disposedof?

Q— With what were you then presented?

Q— What are the working tools of an Entered
Apprentice?
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and upright Mason, and gave it me strictly mr

chargeever to walk andactas such.

Q— How were you then disposedof?

A— I wasreconductedto the place whenceI came,~
invested with what I had been divestedof,
and returned to the Lodge for further
instruction.

WM: (~) Brother Jones,you will give the due
guardandsign of an EnteredApprenticeand
ret ire.

JD: (i-) (+) (+)

WM: (Declares the examination satisfactory or
unsatisfactory.)

WM: Brother Junior Deacon. You will admit
Brother John Paul Jones,a Fellowcraft.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

WM: Brother Jones, are you ready for your

examination?

I am.

Brother
examinaTi~

Q— Will you be off or from?

A— From.

Q— From what to what?

A—From the degree of Entered Apprentice to that
of Fellowcraft.

Q— Are you a Fellowcraft?

A—lam. Try me.

Q— How will you be tried?

A—By the square.

Q— Why by the square?

A— Becauseit is an emblemof morality and one
of the working tools of a Fellowcraft.

Q— What is a square?

A— An anile of ninety degreesor the rourthpart
of a circle.

Q— What makesyou a Fellowcraft?

A— My obligation.

Q— Where were you made a Fellowcraft?

A— In a regularly constitutedlodge of Fellow-
crafts.

Q— Flow were you prepared?

SECONDDEGREECATECHISM

you will conduct the’

CA:

WM:



A— BrotherJohn Paul Jones,who hasbeenregu-
larly initiated asan EnteredApprentice,and
now seeksmore light in Masonry by being
passedto the degreeof Fellowcraft.

K
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Q— Your answer?

A—By the benefit of the pass.

Q— Did you give the pass?

A—I did not, but my conductor gave it for me.

Q— How were you then disposed of?

A—I was directed to wait with patience until
the Worshipful Master was informed of my
request and his answer returned.

Q— What answer did he return?

A— Let him enter in thenameof the Lord and be
received in due form.

Q— How were you received?

A— On the angleof a squareappliedto my naked
right breast,which was to teach me that the
squareof virtue should be the rule and guide
of my conduct in all my future transactions
with mankind.

Q— How were you then disposedof?

A— I wasconductedtwice around the lodge to the
Junior Warden in the South, where the same
questions were asked and like answers
returnedas at the door.

Q— How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A—He directed me to the Senior Warden in the
West, and he to the Worshipful Master in the

aroundyour

202

Q— Why had you a cable tow twice
naked right arm?

A—To signify that as a Fellowcraft
a double tie to the fraternity.

Q— How gained you admission?

A— By threedistinct knocks.

A—Who comes here?

Q— Your answer?

Q— What were you then asked?

I was under

Grand Lodge Ritual

A— By being divested of all metals, neither
naked nor clad, barefoot nor shod,
hoodwinked,andwith acabletow twice around
my nakedright arm, in which condition I was
conducted to the door of the lodge by a
brother.

Q— What was said to you from within?

A—If it was of my own free will and accord. If
I was worthy and well quaLified, duly and
truly prepared, and had made suitable
proficiency in the preceding degree,all of
which being answeredin the affirmative, I
was askedby what further right or benefit I
expectedto gain admission.
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East,wherethesamequestionswere askedand
like answersreturnedasbefore.

Q— How did the Worshipful Master dispose of
you?

A— He orderedme to be reconductedto the Senior
Wardenin theWest who taughtme to approach
the East by two upright, regular steps, my
feet forming the angle of a square,my body
erect, at the altar before the Worshipful
Master.

Q— What did the Worshipful Masterthendo with
you?

A— He made me a Fellowcraft Mason in due
form.

Q— ~Whatis that due form?

A— Kneeling on my naked right knee, my left
forming a square,my right hand resting on
theHoly Bible, Squareand Compasses,my left
arm forming a right angle supportedby a
square, in which due form I tookupon myself
the solemn oath or obligation of a
Fellowcraft Mason, which is as follows.

I, John Paul Jones, of my own free will and
accord, in the presenceof almighty God and
this Worshipful Lodge, erected to him and
dedicatedto the Saints John, do herebyand
hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise
and swear that I will always hele, ever
conceal,and never reveal any of the secret
arts, parts, or points of the FeLlowcrafts
Degreeto any personor personswhomsoever,

except it be to a true and lawful brotherof
this degree, or within a regularly
constituted lodge of Fellowcrafts, and
neither unto him nor them until by strict
trial, due examination,or legal information,
I shall have found him or them as lawfully
entitled to the sameas I am myself.

I furthermore promiseand swearthat I will
conform to and abide by all the laws, rules,
andregulationsof the FellowcraftsDegreeso
far as the sameshall cometo my knowledge.

Furthermore,that I will answerand obeyall
due signs and summonsessent to me from a
lodge of Fellowcrafts or given to me by a
brother of this degree,if within the length
of my cable tow.

Furthermore, that I will aid and assist all
worthy distressed brother Fellowcrafts, I
knowing them to be such,so far asmy ability

~Vs~elEermit without material injury to

Furthermore,that I will not cheat, wrong,
nor defraud a lodge of Fellowcrafts, nor a
brother of this degree,nor supplant him in
any of his laudableundertakings.

All this I most solemnly and sincerely
promise and swearwith a firm and steadfast
resolution to keep and perform the same
withoutanyequivocation,mentalreservation,
or secretevasionor mind whatever,
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should I ever
knowingly violate this, my solemnobligation
of a Fellowcraft Mason,so help me, God, and
keep me steadfastin the due performanceof
the same.

Q— After taking the obligation, what were you
asked?

A-- What I most desired.

Q— Your answer?

A—More light in Masonry.

Q— Did you receive more light?

A— I did, by order of the Worshipful Master and
the assistance of the brethren.

Q— Upon being brought to light, what did you
discover more than before.

A—One point of theCompasseselevatedabovethe
Square which was to teach me that I had as
yet received light in Masonry but partially.

Q— What did you next discover?

A— The Worshipful Master, approachingme from
the East under the due guard and sign of a
Fellowcraft Mason, who, in token of the
continuance of friendship and brotherly love,
presented me his right hand and with it the
pass, token of the pass, grip, and word of a
Fellowcraft, ordered me to arise and salute
the Junior and Senior Wardensas such.

Q— After saluting the Wardens, what did you next
discover?

A—The Worshipful Master, who orderedme to be
reconducted to the Senior Warden in the West
who taught me how to wear my apron as a
Fellowcraft.

Q— How should a Fellowcraft wear his apron?

A—With the bib turned down and the left corner
turned up in the form of a triangle.

Q— After being taught how to wear your apron,
how were you then disposedof?

A— I was reconductedto the Worshipful Masterin
the East who presentedme with the working
tools of a Fellowcraft and taught me their
uses.

Q— What are the
craft?

working tools of a Fellow-

A—The plumb, square, and level.

Q— What are their Masonic uses?

A— The plumb is an instrument madeuse of by
operative masonsto try perpendiculars;the
square, to square their work; and the level,
to prove horizontals;but we as Free and Ac-
ceptedMasons,aretaught to makeuseof them
for more noble and glorious purposes. The
plumb admonishesus to walk uprightly in our
severalstationsbefore God and man, squaring
our actions by the square of virtue, ever
remembering that we are traveling upon the
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level of time, to “that undiscoveredcountry,

from whosebourn no traveler returns.”

Q— How were you then disposedof?

A— I wasreconducted to the placewhenceI came,
invested with what I had been divestedof,
and on my return to the lodgemadea regular
advance through a porch by a flight of
winding stairs consistingof three, five, and
seven steps, to a place representingthe
Middle Chamberof King Solomon’s Temple,
where I received instruction relative to the
wagesand jewelsof a Fellowcraft.

Q— What are the wagesof a Fellowcraft?

A— Corn, wine and oil, emblematicalof the corn
of nourishment,the wine of refreshment,and
the oil of joy.

Q— What do thesedenote?

A— Plenty, health and peace.

Q— What are the jewelsof a Fellowcraft?

A— The attentive ear, the instructive tongue,

and the faithful breast.
Q— Will you be off or from?

A— From.

Q— From what to what?

A— From the grip of an EnteredApprenticeto the
passgrip of a Fellowcraft.

Q— Pass. What is this?

A— The passgrip of a Felloweraft.

Q— Has it a name?

A— It has.

Q— Will you give it me?

A— I did not so receive it, neither will I so
impart it.

Q— How will you disposeof it?

A— I will syllable it with you.

Q— Syllable and begin.

A— No, you begin.

Q— You must begin.

Q— Will you be off or from?

A— From.

Q— From what to what?

A— From the passgrip of a Fellowcraft to the
real grip of the same.

Q— Pass. What is this?

A— The real grip of a Fellowcraft.

Q— Has it a name?
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A— It has.

Q— Will you give it me?

A— I did not so receive it, neither will I so
impart it.

Q— How will you dispose of it?

A—I will letter it with you.

Q— Letter and begin.

A— No, you begin.

Q— You must begin.

WM: (#) Brother Jones,you will give the Due
Guardand Sign of a Fellowcraft and retire.

JD: (+) (+) (+)

TI: (+) (+) (+)

WM: (Declares the examination satisfactory or
unsatisfactory.)

THIRD DEGREE CATECHISM

Q— Will you be off or from?

A-- From.

Q— From what to what?

A—From the degree of Fellowcraft to that of
Master Mason.

Q— Are you a Master Mason?

A—lam.

Q— What induced you to become
Mason?

a Master

A— That I might travel in foreign countries,
work and receive Master’s wages, and be
thereby the better enabled to support myself
and family, and contribute to the relief of
worthy distressed brother Master Masons,
their widows and orphans.

Q— What makes you a Master Mason?

A— My obligation.

Q— Where were you made a Master Mason?

A— In a regularly constituted lodge of Master
Masons.

Q— How were you prepared?

A— By being divested of all metals, neither
naked nor clad, barefoot, hoodwinked, and
with a cable tow threetimesaroundmy body,
in which condition I was conductedto the
door of the lodge by a brother.

Q— Why had you a cable tow threetimes around
your body?

A— To signify that as I advancedin Masonrymy
duties and obligations became more and more
extensive.
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Q— How gained you admission?

A— By threedistinct knocks.

Q— What was said to you from within?

A— Who comeshere.

Q— Your answer?

A— Brother John Paul Jones, who has been
regularly initiated asan EnteredApprentice,
passedto the degreeof FelLowcraft, and now
seeks further light in Masonry by being
raised to the sublime degree of Master
Mason.

Q— What were you thenasked?

A— If it was of my own free will andaccord,if
I was worthy and well qualified, duly and
truly prepared, and had made suitable
pro•ficiency in the precedingdegree,all of
which beingansweredin theaffirmative I was
asked by what further right or benefit I
expectedto gain admission.

Q— Your answer?

A— By the benefit of the pass.

Q— Did you give thepass?

A— I did not, but my conductorgave it for me.

Q— How were you then disposedof?

the Worshipful Master was Informed of my

requestand his answerreturned~

Q— What answerdid he return?

A— Let him enter in the nameof the Lord and b~

received in due form.

Q— How were you received?

A— On thepointsof thecompassesextendingfrom
my naked right to left breast which was to
teach me that, asthe mostvital partsof man
are containedwithin the breast, so are the
most excellent tenets of our Institution
containedwithin the pointsof the compasses,
which are friendship,morality, and brotherly
love.

Q— How were you then disposedof?

A— I wasconductedthreetimesaroundthe lodge
to the Junior Wardenin the South where the
samequestionswere askedand like answers
returnedasat the door.

Q— How did the Junior Wardendisposeof you?

A— He directed me to the Senior Warden in the
West and he to the Worshipful Master in the
Eastwhere thesamequestionswereaskedand
like answersreturnedas before.

Q— How did the Worshipful Master Disposeof
you?

A— Heorderedmeto be reconducted to the Senior
Wardenin the Westwho taught me to approachA—I was directed to wait with patience until
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the East by three upright, regular steps, my
feet forming the angle of a square, my body
erect at the altar before the Worshipful
Master.

Q— What did the Worshipful Master then do with
you?

A—He made me a Master Mason in due form.

Q— What is that due form?

A— Kneelingon my naked knees, my handsresting
on the Holy Bible, Square,and Compasses,in
which due form 1 took upon myselr the solemn
oathor obligation of a MasterMason which is
as follows.

I, John Paul Jones,of my own free will and
accord, in the presenceof almighty God and
this Worshipful Lodge, erected to Him and
dedicatedto the Saints John, do herebyand
hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise
and swear that I will always hele, ever
conceal, and never reveal any of the secret
arts, parts, or points of the Master Mason’s
Degreeto any personor personswhomsoever,
except it be to a true and lawful brotherof
this degreeor within a regularly constituted
lodge of Master Masons,andneitheruntohim
nor them until by strict trial, due
examinationor legal information I shall have
found him or them aslawfully entitled to the
sameas I am myself.

I furthermore promiseand swearthat I will
conform to and abideby all the laws, rules,
and regulationsof the Master Mason’sDegree
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and of the lodge of which I shall hereafter
become a member, and that I will ever
maintain and support the constitution, laws,
and edicts of the GrandLodgeunderwhich the
same shall be holden, so far as the same
shall cometo my knowledge.

Furthermore,that I will answerand obeyall
due signs and summonsessent to me from a
Master Masons’ lodge or given to me by a
brother of this degree, if within the length
of my cable tow.

Furthermore,that I will keep the secretsof
a worthy brother Master Masonas inviolable
asmy own whencommunicatedto andreceived
by me assuch, murder and treasonexcepted.

Furthermore,that I will aid and assist all
worthy distressed brother Master Masons,
their widows and orphans,I knowing them to
be such, so far as their necessitiesmay
require and my ability will permit without
material injury to myself or family.

Furthermore,that I will not assist in nor be
present at the initiating, passing, or
raisingof a woman,an old man in his dotage,
a young manunderage,an atheist,a madman,
nor a fool, I knowing them to be such.

Furthermore,that I will not sit in a lodge
of clandestinemasonsnor converseupon the
secrets of Freemasonrywith a clandestine
mason,nor with one who is underthe sentence
of expulsion or suspension,to my knowledge
while under suchsentence.
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Furthermore,that I will not knowingly strike
a brother Master Mason nor otherwisedo him
personal violence in anger, except it be in
the necessarydefenseof my person,family or
property.

I
Furthermore,that I will not cheat,wrong nor
defrauda Master Masons’Lodgenor a brother
of this degree,nor supplanthim in any of
his laudable undertakings, but will give him
due and timely notice that he may ward off
approachingdanger if in my power.

Furthermore, that I will not have illicit
carnal intercourse with a brother Master
Mason’s wife, his mother, sister nor
daughter, I knowing them to be such, nor
suffer it to be done by others if in my power
to prevent.

Furthermore,that I will not give the Grand
Hailing Sign or Sign of Distressof a Master
Mason unless in real distress or in casesof
the most imminent danger, in a regularly
constituted lodge of Master Masons,or in a
secure place or Masonic instruction; and
should I see the sign liven or hearthe words
accompanyingit, I will repair to the relief
of the person so giving it if there is a
greater probability of saving his life than
of losing my own.

Furthermore,that I will not give the Grand
MasonicWord inanyothermanneror form than
that in which I shall hereafterreceive it,
and then only in low breath.
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promiseand swear,with a firm and steadfast
resolution to keep and perform the same
without any equivocation, mental reservation
or secretevasionof mind whatever,

should I ever knowingly violate this, my
solemnobligation of a Master Mason,so help
me, God, and keep me steadfastin the due
performanceof the same.

Q— After taking the obligation, what were you
asked?

A— What I most desired.

Q— Your answer?

A— Further light in Masonry.

Q— Did you receivefurther light?

A— I did, by order of the Worshipful Masterand
the assistanceof the brethren.

Q— Upon being brought to light, what did you
discover more than before?

A— Both points of the Compasseselevatedabove
the Squarewhich was to teach me never to
lose sight of the Masonic applicationof that
useful and valuableinstrumentwhich teaches
friendship, morality, and brotherly love.
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All this I most solemnly and sincerely



218 Grand Lodge Ritual

Q— What did you next discover?

A—The Worshipful Master approaching me from
the East under the due guard and sign of a
Master Mason, who, in token of the further
continuanceof friendshipand brotherly love,
presentedme his right hand and with it the
pass and token of the pass of a Master Mason,
orderedme to ariseand salutethe Junior and
Senior Wardensas such.

I

Q—After saluting the Wardens, what did you next
discover?

A— The Worshipful Master who orderedmeto be
reconductedto the SeniorWardenin the West
who taught me how to wear my apron as a
Master Mason.

Q— How should a Master Mason wear his apron?

A— With the corner turneddown in the form of a
squareto designatehim asa Master Masonor
overseerof the work.

Q— After being taught how to wear your apron,
how were you then disposedof?

A— I wasreconductedto the Worshipful Master in
the East who presentedme with the working
tools of a Master Mason which are all the
implementsof Masonryindiscriminately,but
moreespeciallythe trowel, and taughtme its
use.

Q— What is its use?
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operativeMasonsto spreadthecementwhich
unitesthe building into one common mass; but
we, as Free and Accepted Masons,are taught
to make use of it for the more noble and
giorious purpose of spreading the cement of
brotherly love and affection—that cement
which unites us into one sacredband, or
societyof friends and brothers,amongwhom
no contention should ever exist but that
noble contention,or ratheremulation,of who
best can work and best agree.

Q— How were you then disposed of?

A— I wasreconductedto theplacewhenceI came,
invested with what I had been divested of,
and awaitedthe further will andpleasureof
the Worshipful Master.

Q—From what to what,by what, and on what, were
you raised to the sublime degreeof Master
Mason?

A— From a deadlevel to a living perpendicular
by the strong grip of a Master Mason or the
Lion’s Paw,on the five points of fellowship.

Q— What are the five points of fellowship?

A—Foot-to-foot, knee—to-knee, breast-to-breast,
hand-to-back,andcheek—to-cheekor mouth-to-
ear.

Q— What do they teach?

A— Foot-to—foot teachesthat I well evergo on
foot and out of my way to assist a needy
worthy brother. Knee-to—kneethat in all myA—The trowel is an instrument made use of by
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devotions to Deity I will remember a,
brother’s welfareas well as my own. Breast-
to—breast that I will ever keep within my
breast the secrets of a worthy brother Master
Mason as inviolable as my own, when
communicatedto andreceivedby meassuch,
murder and treasonexcepted. Hand—to-back
that I will ever stretch forth my hand to
save a falling brother, and that I will vin-
dicate his character behind his back as well
as before his face. Cheek-to-cheek or mouth-
to—ear that I will ever whispergood council
in the ear of an erring brother and, in the
most friendly manner, remind him of his error
and aid his reformation,and that I will give
him due and timely notice that he may ward
off approaching danger if in my power.

Q— Will you be off or from?

A— From.

Q— From what to what?

A—From the real grip of a Fellowcraft to the
pass grip of a Master Mason.

Q— Pass. What is this?

A—The pass grip of a Master Mason.

Q— Has it a name?

Q— Will you give it me?

A— It has.
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impart it.

Q— How will you dispose of it?

A—I will syllable it with you.

Q— Syllable and begin.

A—No, you begin.

Q— You must begin.

Q— Will you be off or from?

A— From.

Q— From what to what?

A—From the pass grip of
true grip of the same.

a Master Mason to the

Q— Pass. What is this?

A—The strong grip of a Master Mason or the
Lion’s Paw.

Q— Has it a Name?

A—It has, it being that which I have solemnly
sworn never to give in any other manneror
form than that in which I received it and
then only in low breath.

Q— Will you give it me?

A— I will, if you will place yourself
proper position to receive it.

in a

A— I did not so receive it, neither will I so
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Q— What is that position?

A—Foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee, breast-to-breast,
hand-to—back, andcheek-to-cheekor mouth-to-
ear.




