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r PREFACE TO THE HISTORY OFTHE ROYAL ORDER OF JESTERS

At Ihe Mid-Year l\/Ieeting of thc Ofhccis of the National Court
of the Royal Cider of Jestersheld in Scptcmherof 1978, thc following
Royal Officers were ifl attendance,Loren Wilihoft, Kenneth VV. Bum-
garner, David C. Underwood, Ray Nyemaster, Dewey E S Kuhns,
Phillip E Svee,PalmerD. Burde, Farrell G. Fluber, Jr., Hugh L Libby,
Thomas S Petty, Robert J. Tolonen, Willaid II Erwin, Jr , anti Cecil

t
Wairath P.R.D.

it was decidedthat the History af the Royal Order of Jestcis should
be brought up to date and Past Royal Director Willard J Classenwas
delegatedto undertakethe task Jr Ic was fortunateto haveat his disposal
early histotical data from the Proceedingsof each Annual Meeting of
the National Court since its formation in 1917, and the Histories of the
Order, pieparedby George Filmer, Johii Boyle and E. A. Fletcher in
1920, Royal impresarioFred E. Pierce 0 1935, and W Howard Milling-
ton, the Royal Impresario in 1967 Othei valuable souice mateiial in-
cluded San Francisconewspapelsand Ptlg’rooage to Haieaii, Incidents,
Flappenirtgs and Fnendslnps on the ~ecoiid Decennial Pdgrnnage of
the lotpertal Potentate1-red \ I it ocx, to Aloha TempleA.A.ON MS.,

Honolulu, Island of Oahn and the Volcano of JKilauiea, island of Hawaii,
Fehrnarj Is to x’iiarch 7, 1911, written and compiled bx’ Alexander
Mai shall Allison, Islam Temple, San Francisco, California, Historian

Earlier Histories of the Order

At the adjouined Fiist Annual Meeting of the National Court,
held at FrenchLick, Indiana, Septeinbci3rd. anrl 4th., 1918, Frederick
R. Smith, Royal Tragedian,from RocheslerCourt No 3, was appointed,
upon a motion by Lou B. Winsor, secondedby B J. Shand, to write
the historyof the Ordei to date, to he presentedat the next Annual Meet-
ing Unfortunately, Dr. Frederick R Smith died on March 24, 1919.
As a result a new committee was appointed by the Royal Director to
complete the work. This committee consisted of George Filmer, John
Boyle and E A Fleteher At the third Annual Meeting of the National
Court, held June20, 1920, in Portland, Oregon, George Filmer read
the History of the Royal Order of Jesters, eompiled by the committee.
This was followed by a reporton the Later History of the Royal Order
of Jesters, by Royal TragedianEsten A Fleteher, bringing the history
to 1920.
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At the twelfth Annual Meeting of the National Court held in Los
Angeles,California, a resolution was adoptedproviding that a History
of the Order be printed in small brochure form for distribution to the
membership.Royal Director Lou B. Winsor delegatedthe task of gather-
ing togetherand arrangingthe available facts pertainingto the History
of the Royal Order of Jestersup to 1935 to Royal Impresario Fred E.
Pierce.This “Pinkie” Pietcedid and had the same printed, including a
copy in the Annual Proceedtngssent to each member.

At the mid-year meeting of the National Court in April of 1967,
Royal ImpresarioW. Howard Millington was assignedthe task of bring-
ing the History of the Royal Order of Jestersup to date to September
1, 1967. This resultedin the publishedHistory of the Royal Order of
Jesters,National Court, datedJanuary 1, 1968.

“Mirth is King”

Royal Director Wriliam S. Broti’n stated the following at the First
Annual Meeting of the Royal Order of Jesters

The motto of our Order “Miith is King” explains to the
world in a large ineasute the purpose of our existence.There
hasalways been plenty of heartacheand misery in the world,

and we know that the best philosophy is not to biood over
sorrows, but to forget them as fai as possible.It is the duty of
every Jestet to promote cheer ann happiness,not only among

members,but evetywhete he can carry his sunshine,and it is
ust to this extentthat theJesterorganizationmustbe taken ser-
iously. We can do a lot of good in this old world, if we makebut

a slight effort and alwaysrememberthat good cheerandlaughter
are unfailing as antidotes.
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HISTORY OF THE ROYAL ORDER OF JESTERS

Shortly after Imperial PotentateFred A Hines was elected in New
Orleans,April 13, 1910, anduntil August of the sameyear, Noble James
S. MeCandless,Chief Rabbanof Aloha Temple, Honolulu, continued
to urge him by letter, telegram,and in personto fix a definite date for
a visitation of the Imperial Council to Aloha Temple and the I Iawaiian
Islands. Consequentlyin August, 1910, Noble MeCandlesswith Past
Illustrious PotentateGeorgeFilmer of Islam Temple, San Franciscomet
with the Imperial Potentateat the Palace Hotel in San Francisco and
decided upon the period of February 15 to March 7, 1911 as the time
of the Imperial Visttation to Aloha Temple. Noble Filmer agieed to act
for the Imperial Potentate and was designatedby Aloha Temple to
act for them in all matters pertaining to the pilgrimage.

At the personal solicitation of Noble James S MeCandless,the
new and palatial steamer“Wilhelmina” of the Matson Navigation Com-
pany was chartered for the trip with Noble Petei Johnsonof Aloha
Temple as her commander.Noble A M Allison of Islam Temple, San
Francisco,was appointedhistorian of the pilgrimage. The “Wilbelmina’
sailed from Pier 38 in San Franciscoon February15, 1911, with Captain
Johnsonand 127 persons’ 69 Shriners, including Imperial Sir Fred A
Hines, FrederickR Smith, Imperial Oiiental Guide,William S. Brown,
Imperial Treasurer,PastImperial PotentateGeorge H Gteen, and Past
Imperial PotentateLou B. Wiosni, wives, children, and relatives.

On the voyage over, George Filmer and a number of Nobles, to-
getherwith Captain Johnson,arrangedmany gamesand sports to while
away the hours. Historian Allison provides the following information

“On the third day out of San Francisco(Feb. 1811, therewere
somewho danced the evening through,othersat the bridgeand
xvhist tables,but notuntil midnightdid the meetingof the Jesters
takeplace in the smoker,which lasted until 3 a m. Noble Peter
Johnson,skipper being proclaimed a Royal Jestet, toyed with
Dr. Frederick Smith, D. E. Perkins, J. B. Leggat, William M
Beamish,and A. M. Allason. At the closeof the meeting Chief
Jester Johnsondonated the fees receix’ed to the games com-
mittee.”

We know the idea occurredto Historian A. M Allison to start a
new order to be known as the “Royal Order of Jesters,”and this was
suggestedto Noble George Filmer, who enthusiasticallyapprovedof the
idea. Noble Allison personallypreparedthe Ritual ot Book of the Play,
and arrangedall detailsof the first initiations.

9
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Upon the evening of February 20, 1911, following a Testimonial
Banquetgiven by the Captain and Offeersof the S.S. Wilhelmina to
the Imperial Officers, Nobles, and ladies, Noble Allison called a num-
her of Nobles together in the Captain’s office They went over the
tentative program of founding and arrangingfor the “Royal Order of
Jesters”, establishingits name and birthplace as within the jurisdiction
of Aloha Court, Honolulu, the Mother Court of the Realm. Those
presentat this preliminary meeting and the parts which later were allo-
cated to them in the Original Cast, as reported, were

George Filmer Royal
James S MeCandless Royal
William M. Beamish Royal
J. Benton Leggat Royal
A. M. Allison Royal
D. E. Perkins Royal
Frederick R. Smith Royal

William S. Brown Royal
A. C. Brode Royal
George H. Green Royal
Peter Johnson Royal
Fred A. Hines Royal
Lou B. Winsoi Royal

Director
Heavy Man
Serio Comic
Tragedian

Impresario
Light Comedian
Leading Lady
Soubrette
Property Man
Constable
Master Transportation

Censor
Censor

There was no real initiation, exceptthe icading of excerptsfiom the Ritual
which afterwardswere embodiedin the Book of the Play, and the band-
ing togetherof the above Nobles as the nucleusof the Royal Order of
Jesters.

On page 15 of the Proceedingsof the fifth Annual Meeting of the
Royal Order of Jestersin San Francisco, JesterJamesS. MeCandless,
of Honolulu, said. “As you know they usually get up some little or-
ganization or some stunt to have a little amusementand they conceived
the idea of the Royal Order oF Jesters. Billy Brown always entersinto
the spirit of anything that is good, and when they arrived in Honolulu
they had already committeed the ritual of the Jesters.Hawaii at that
time beingunder royalty, of course it had to be the Royal Jesters.Don’t
forget that, boys, you belongto the royal family. So when they got down

there they initiated quite a number of us in the islands, among them
myself.” He makes no specific mention as to who or how many were
initiated.

The Night The JestersWere Born

The Hawaiian Order of the Royal Jesters, Aloha Court, Book of
the Play, carries a statement of “Method of Proceduresto Establish
Couits’, in the back of the hook. lt states,“Aloha Court, of the Hawaiian
Order of the Royal Jesters,will remaIn the N’Iother Court of the Realm,

U
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and her castmay only be addedto from among the original Jestersproven
on the Shrine Prlgrimageto Honolulu. T.H., February 15 to March 7,
[911, or from amongsuch Nobles of the Mystic Shrine who may here-
aftei vrsit the Crater of Kilauea.”

The first interpretation of the “Book of the Play” of the Royal
Orderof Jesterswasgiven on board the S.S. Wilbelmina in the Captain’s
office during the return trip from Honolulu to San Franciscoon Thurs-
day, March 2, 1911 The interpretationwas given by the original Royal
Cast, undei the nameand style of “Aloha Court, the Mother Court of
the Realm”, with a completedritual, or Book of the Play, containing the
obligation and six acts fully woiked out with their lines and histrionic
business,lessons,axioms, and symbols The first Royal Cast to put on
the Book of the Play on the return voyageconsistedof.

George Filmer
Captain PeterJohnson
William Beamish
A. M. (Bill~ Allison
J. Benton Leggat
D. Ervin Perkins
Dr Frederick R. Smith
William S. Brown
George H. Green
A. C. Brode
Fred A. Hines
Lou B. Winsor

Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal
Royal

Director
Heavy N/Ian
Serio Comic
Tragedian
Impresario

Light Comedian
Leading Lady
Soubrette
Constable
Property Man
Censor
Censor

comprising the original troupe and called Aloha Court No. 1. The only
changes from those on the list named enrouteto Hawaii were Peter
Johnson for James S. MeCandlessas Royal Heavy Man and A. M.
Allison as Tragedian instead of Impresario and J. Benton Leggat as
Impresarroinstead of Tragedian. Everything being now complete and
the stageset, the Acts were playedout before two Nobles,Nelson Lewis
of Nile Temple, Seattle,Washington,and JamesA. Sorensonof Islam
Temple, San Francisco,who fully appreciatedthe performance,criticized
at will, caughttheir cues,sang the roles in fairly good style, and learned
the lines well. The fun was genteel, excruciating,and enjoyed by the
candidatesas much as by the Ccuit itself.

As the play of the Royal Order of Jestershad been well accepted

and interest in the secret performanceaboard ship was becoming so
general,anotherperformancewas called for midnight of the same day
in the Social Hall of the Wilhelmina. Promptly at midnight the follow-

ing nine Nobles were inducted into the mysteries.Each learnedhis lines
and cuesand played well his part.

August F. Sehleicher
Esten A. Fletcher
H. S. Patterson
R. 0. Kimbrough
William E Bush
Anton F. Korbel
Samuel W. Burtschaell
Eugene Korn

0 John Boyle

Islam Temple
Damascus
Islam
Islam
Al Malaikah
Islam
Aahmes
Islam
Zivara

San Francisco,Ca.
Rochester,N. Y.
San Francisco
San Francisco
Los Angeles,Ca
San Franeisco
Oakland, Ca.
San Francisco
Utica, N. Y.

The fun wasimmense,the comedygood, and the laughterawakened
sleepersin neaiby stateroomsand arousedthe interest of many of the
nobility aboard.Promptly at midnight, on March 3, 1911, anotherclass
of nine amateurswho thought they could act, presentedthemselvesat
the Stage Door and applied for admissionto the Royal Orderof Jesters.
They were

Alexander Gilliland
Walter C N’IeCartv
Frank W. Bilger
George L. Wells
Edward V Pasquale
RichardD Bronson
Walter R. Coombs
S. H. Susskind
Philip D Gordon

Syria
Al Malaikah
Aahines
El Katif
Islam
Al Malaikah
Aloha
Islam
Karnak

Pittsburgh,Pa.
Los r\ngeles,Ca.
Oakland, Ca.
Spokane,Wash.
San Francisco
Los Angeles
Honolulu, T.H.
San Francisco
Montreal, Que, Canada

At this performancethe two original Honorary Members,Imperial Poten-
tate Fred A. Hines and Past Imperial PotentateLou B. Winsor were
presentand enjoyed the Play to theii full satisfaction.The performance
ran smoothly and harmoniousixTand ‘was very enteitaining.

lt was not considered[aii to those who had witnessedthe Play that
so few had been honored bx~ participation in the performancesof the
Royal Order of Jesters.Thus it was decided on the last night of the
Pilgrimage at sea, March 6, 1911, to admit one last class of amateurs.
At midnight the stagewas set anrl the Play producedand the following
twenty Nobles were rehearsedin the Book of the Play.

ClarenceW. Purrngton San Francisco
HermanS. MeKeen Oakland
GeorgeE. Bennett San Francisco
Karl Kurtz, M.D Los Angeles
Louis Blayloek Dallas, Texas

Islam
Aahmes
Islam
Al Malaikab
Hella

12 13



William Crocker
Azro N. Lewis
Adolph Meyer
GeorgeA. Montell
George K. McDonald
Otto Grundel
ShermanHolladay
Chris Schmid
Philip Zimmerman
A. J. Zobel, M.D.
GeorgeF. Trott
G. A. Arnold
G. P. Akerley
A. W. Thornton
CharlesG. Gebhardt

Islam
Islam
Islam
Islam
Islam
Islam
Aahmes
Islam
Islam
Islam
El Jebel
Islam
Islam
Afifi
Islam

San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
Oakland
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
DenveI,Colorado
San Francisco
San Fiancisco
Tacoma,Wash.
San Francisco

This last perfoimancewas as successfuland smoothas the ones previous
with the Pilgrimage ending the next day, and the party disbandingin~
San Francisco. The Mother Court adjourned March 7, 1911, to meet
in Rochester,New York, the following July 14 at midnight.

GeorgeFilmer and Captain Peter
Johnson—I911.

Captain PeterJohnson,S.S. Wil-
helmina, Aloha Temple.

George Filmer, Organizer, Aloha
Pilgrimage, Islam Temple.

Under the Ritual or Book of the Play, any two original members
of the Mother Court could form a subsidiary Court in any city where
a Temple of A.A.O.N.M.S. existed. Under this authority, Royal Director

14

GeorgeFilmer and Royal ImpresarioA. I’s/I Allison of Islam, San Fran-
cisco conveneda meeting of the Originals holding membershipin Islam
Temple at the Union League Club on May 4, 1911. After a banquet,
San FranciscoCourt No. 2, Royal Order of Jesterswas instituted upon
performanceof the Book of the Play. Eighteen Nobles participated in
the First Performanceas follows’

Francis V. Keesling, Harry Maundrell, W H. Hendricks, C. J.
Wood, JohnA. Ulrich, JamesR. Davidson, M.D, JamesA. Hawkins,
Frank J. Klimm, JesseB. Cook, Adolph Huber, George A. Zimmerman,
T W B Leland, M.D, TheodoreWalters,Gus A Lcnoir, William P.
Filmer, JosephA. Bush, L. B McMurtry, Frank P. Sherman.
This class, with the Original Jester membersof Islam, gave to San
FranciscoCourt No. 2 a membershipof 41 Royal Jesters.

OaklandCourt gave their original perforinaneeat the OaklandHotel
on June 6, 1911, as Oakland Court No. 2½,with the following east’
Frank W. Bilger, Samuel W. Burtsehaell, George Meritt, Fred Reed,
Heiman MeKeen, Otto Rheil, D. E. Perkins, S E Holladay, Herman
Seiler, and F. I. Matthewsi’

Butte, Montana Court was instituted on May 10, 1911 with Alex-
andei Currie, StephenP Wright, Norman W. I’Jieks, and George A.
Meyers, 0. L. Dillenbeck, John l3acchus,John L Carroll, Charles E.
Beebe, Charles Austin, Benjamin E Call<ins, Nesbit Rochester, and
Stockton Veasy, as Charter Members.

Helena, Montana Court was instituted on May 15, 1911, with 0.
L. Lanstrum, E. C. Day, T. B. Miller, H. R. Cunningham,John D.
Waite, A. W. MeMahon, C. H. Bray, JosephJ. Hindson, JohnT. Hall,
and H. R. Rainsford as Chaiter Members.

Seattle,WashingtonCourt was instituted on June 29, 1911, with
Nelson Lewis, J. L. McLean, C. V. White, Donald B. Olson, Ralph
Stacy, John Rex Thompson, D. H. Moss, J A Swalwell, Frank B.
Lazier, D. B. Trefethan,and J Bruce Bown as Charter Members.

RochesterCourt was instituted previous to the July 14, 1911 meet-
ing of the Imperial Council, but no list of charter members was ever
furnished the Royal Director or Royal Impresario.

Pittsburgh,Pennsylvania,Court No 13, was granted Rituals, Book
of the Play, and Application Blanks, and was instituted on October 4,
1911, with the following charter members William S. Brown, George
MeCandless,CharlesE. Dinley, E J. Hamilton, J. H. Letsche,T. W.
Siemon,A. B. Berger,GeorgeW. Gosser,AlexanderGilliland, andA. E. P.
Kerr.

~The numbersnf rhe early subard~narecourtsprior in he year 1917 were different,
as you will flare in the reCord for the year 1918
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Aloha Court, the Mother Court of the Realm, of Honolulu, T. H.,
held its first regular performanceof the Book of the Play on the main-
land in San Francisco on June 17, 1912, in the paIlors of the Hotel
Stewart, with the following Nobles of Aloha Temple playing the parts:
C. C Bockus, Guy H. Buttolph, Harry N. Denison, JamesD. Dough-
erty, Harry S. Gray, Dr M. E Brossman,Captain PeterJohnson,Robert
Lewers,JamesS MeCandless,S. S Paxson,R. W Perkins,LesterPetrie,
Thomas E. Wall, Dr. Alford C Wall, Dr C B. Wood, and GeorgeH.
Angus.

it appears that this was the information available prior to the
formation of the National Couit in 1917.

On June25, 1917, the National Court of the Royal Orderof Jesters
was formed at a meeting of the eight subordinatecourts, held in St.
Paul, Minn. Onginal membershiptotaled 500, with the following elected
as the first officers:

William S. Brown Royal Director
PittsburghCourt No. 13 (Now No. 2)

Dr. Frederick R. Smith Royal Tragedian
RochesterCouit No. 3

Lou B. Winsoi Royal PropeityMan
Grand RapidsCourt No. 12 (Now No. 11)

W. 0. Washburn Royal Impresario
St. Paul Court No. 23 (Now No. 9)

W. E. Joseph Royal Treasurer
ColumbusCourt No 13 7/8 (Now No. 8)

W. W. Burdetts Royal Soubrette
WheelingCouit No. 31 7/8 (Now No 13)

Shirley Christy Royal Light Comedian
Varullo Court No. 29 (Now No. 17)

F. B. Silverwood Royal Serio Comic
Honolulu Court No. 1 (Now Aloha No. 1)

Edward S. Keefer Royal Heavy Man
Cincinnati Court No 13½(Noxy No. 7)

Preston Belvin Royal LeadingLady
Virginia Court No. 41 (Now No. 16)

Richard J. Shand Royal Judge
D.D.& B.B.B Court No. 1323 (Now No. 20)

R. E. Wilie Royal High Constable
Little Rock Court No. 43 (Now No. 12)

F. F. Whitcomb Royal Stage Manager
OmahaCourt No. 53 (Now No. 19)

Following an elaboratebanquetat which the Jesteridea was exemplified
to the fullest and at which a large number of Jesterswere the guests
of St PaulCourt, a full ceremonialwas presented,the work being done
by Pittsburgh Court No. 2 under the supervision of National Royal
Director William S. Brown.

The first annualmeeting of the National Court of the Royal Order
of Jesterswas held at Atlantic City, New Jersey,on June 4, 1918. The
meeting convened in room 517, Hotel Traymore at 9 33 p.m. After
roll eall of the delegatesand the readingof the Royal Impresario’sreport
and the Royal Treasurer’s report, a motion was madeby Jester W. J.
Parker of Rochester,New York, that all Courts that havenot submitted

17
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a Full list of their membersbe iequestcdto do so, and that a date be
establishedfor regular annual meetingsof the National Court. A motion
by JesterJas E Chandler carried that regular annual meetings of the
National Court, R 0 J be held in the samecity as the Imperial Council
and on the Monday preceding.

Upon a motion by JesterLou B Winsor, the Royal Director was
authorized to appoint Committees to effect the worl of the National
Court TheseCommitteeswere to meet at French Lick Springs Hotel,
French Lick, Ind. September3, 4, 5, 1918,when the First Annual Meet-
ing of the National Court reconvenesRoyal Director Brown appointed
the various committeesand the meeting adjourned.

The first annual meeting of the National Court of the Royal Order
of Jesteis reconvened in the auditorium of the French Lick Springs
Hotel, French Lick, Ind. at 10 30 a m. September3, 1918. The com-
mittees appointedby Royal Director Brown gave their reportsas follows
RegaliaCommitteestatedall Courtsshould procure their jewels through
the Royal impresario, and that the National Officers’ jewels should be
gold of the designadoptedby the Regalia committeeand should be pro-
vided and paid for by the National Court, Jurisprudenceand Laws
Committee presentedthe revised Constitution and Bylaws of the Na-
tional Court which were adopted

Following a resolution made by Lou B Winsor, secondedby C. C.
I\Iyers, the Royal Directoi antI linpresarin were directed and authorized
to incorporatethe Royal Oidei of Jesters TIre meetingadjournedat 5 15
p m. anrl met again at 8 00 P m Motions were offered and carried that
a nominatingcommitteehe appointedfor theelectionof NationalOfficers,

that two officers could not he elected from the same Court, and that
the Royal Director be authorized to make General John J. Pershing a

Royal Jesterat sight At the close of the first annual meeting therewere
16 Couits with a membershipof 749 Jesters

The second annual meeting of the National Court, R.O.J., con-
sened in Murat Temple, Indianapolis,md , June 8, 1919 at 2.00 pm.
The Royal Impresarioreportedthat the Royal Order of Jestershad been
incorporated,same having become a Corporation at 4.00 pm., April
17, 1919, under the laws of the State of Minnesota, with the papers

in the Royal Impresario’soffice At this time there were 24 Courts with
a membershipof 796 Jesters A resolution was adopted that all Jesters
at lcirge and of record not now affiliated with a subsidiary Court be

notified that such affiliation must t.ike place before the close of 1919,
or they will be dropped From the records, that there be no chargefor
such affiliation except the paymentof the 1919 dues. It was offered as

a resolution and carried that membership in subsidiary Courts of the

by invitationRoyal Order of Jestersbe established only and not by ap-
plication.

A resolution was offered by Lou Winsor and secondedby W. 0.
Washburnthat no memberof the Royal Order of Jestersmay be elected
to the Royal Court unless he is at the time a representativeor delegate
It shall not, however,be necessaryfor him to be ieturnedas a representa-
tive or delegate by the subsidiary Court for his succeedingelection in
the Royal line of offices

Election of new officers was conducted at which time all incum-
bentofficers were reelectedwith the following exception Lou B. Wiiisoi
Royal Tragedian, Esten A Fletcher Rov~l Propeitv 1\lan, and George
Filmer Royal High Constable

Aloha Court No 1 wasgi anted its Charteron April 7, 1919, with the

following charter members JamesS MeCandless,George El. Angus,

Guy C Buttolf, JamesD. Dougherty, Arthui F. Wall, Alford C Wall,
R. W. Perkins, H S Gray, ThomasE Wall, C C Bockus and Lestei
Petrie.

The third annualmeeting of the National Court of the Royal Oider
of Jestersconvened in the Scottish Rite Catheclial, Portland, Oregon,
on Sunday, June 20, 1920, at 2 00 P n~ Jester Shirley Christy offered
a motion that all the Royal Jesteiswho are, xxere membersof the

Original Court founded on the Pilgrimage to I lonolulu, Februaiv 15
to March 7, 1911, be declaredlife membersof the National Court with
all rights and privileges as delegatesIt was put to vote and caiired

The Jurisprudenceand Laws Committee brought in their report
and moved that old section 3 of aiticle 5 he strickenand in place thereof
insert the following: Section 3 The method of choosing the thirteen
initiates a year shall be left to each ‘,rabordinate Court It was moxecl and

secondedand carried. Section 5 of Article IX of our present By-Laws
retains this basic principle. Theic were 43 Courts with a membership

of 957 Jestersby 1920.
To quote from the Prefaceto thehistory by W Howard Millrngton
“It may be interesting to note that the early meetings of the

National Court quite often took the entire dax and part of the
night. William S. Brown wasRoyal Director the first ten years,
a man of great ability, Imperial Treasurer A A O.N.M S for

thirty-five years A greatamount of credit for the successof the
National Couit is given to William 0 Washburn,Royal Impre-
sario,St. Paul Court No. 9. It was he thatsetup the first organi-

zationplansfor the NationalCourt, saw it successfullyfunction-
ing until his resignationafter five very hard years and an exact-
ing labor of love.”
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“By wise menlong sinceturnedto dust”

At the first annual meeting, adjourned to French Lick Springs,

the Royal Impresariofound himself confrontedwith numerouschartered
Courtswith all sorts of Court numbers They were~ San FranciscoCourt
No. 2 (4), OaklandCourt No. 2½(6), Helena Court No 5, Pittsburgh

Court No 13 (2), RochesterCourt No. 3, ClevelandCourt No. 11-15-16
(14), Cincinnati Court No. 13½(7), lndianapolmsCourt No. 4, 11, 44
(15), OmahaCourt No. 53 (19),PanamaCanal Court No. 7-11 (18),
Varullo Court No. 29 (Phoenix No. 17), Virginia Court No. 41 (16),

D.D. and B.B.B. Court No. 1323 (Springfield, Ill. No. 20), Buffalo
Court No 8 (22), Little Rock Court No. 43, (12), Wheeling Court
No 31 (B), Grand Rapids Court No 12 (11), Columbus Court No.
13 7/8 (8), Dayton Court No. 33 (10) and St. Paul Court No. 22 (9).

Upon a motion by Lou Winsor, secondedby Preston Belvin, it was
recommendedthat the numbersof the Courts be changedto the order
in which they were originally recognizedas subsidiaryCourts. Honolulu
No. 1, Pittsburgh No. 2, RochesterNo 3, San FranciscoNo. 4, Helena
No 5, Oakland No. 6, Cincinnati No 7, and Columbus No. 8, and
the rest of the Courts consecutivelyaccording to the date of Charter.

meeting the suggestionwas made that the National Court adopt a cap
or headgear.The fourteenthannual meeting of the National Court was
held in Cleveland, Ohio, July 13, 1931. The Nominating Committee
held a meeting for the first time to hearfrom Jestersaspiring to the Royal
Line. For the secondtime in the history of the National Court the ladies
were presentat the Jester banquet

I

At the fourth annual meetingheld in Des Moines, lowa, June 21,
1921, the Royal Director appointed 15 stateorganizers.At this time there
were 51 Courts and 1,329 Jesters The eighth annual meeting of the
National Court, R.O.J., was held in Los Angeles, June 1, 1925. This
was the first Jester banquet to require formal diess, and the banquet
for theJestersand their ladies was held in the ballroom of the Biltmore
Hotel. The banquet and entertainmentwas paid for by the National

Court.

The tenth annual meeting of the National Court was held in the
ChelseaHotel, Atlantic City, New Jersey,on June 13, 1927, with the
banquetin the AmbassadorHotel, for Jestersonly. It is also interesting
to know, according to W Howard Mmllmngton’s history that ‘During
the early years, up to and including 1925, the wives of the Jestersat-
tended the Annual Banquets and the dinner and entertainmentwas
furnished by the host court One other year, 1931, the host court furn-
ished the entertainmentand banquetfor all Jestersand their ladies.”
At the eleventhannualmeetingof the NationalCourt held in the Amer-
ican Legion Hall in N/Imami, Florida, Apiml 30, 1928, it was voted that
the Proceedingsof the annual meeting be sent to eachJester.The thir-
teenth annual meeting of the National Court was held in the concert
hall of the Royal York Hotel, Toronto, Canada,June 9, 1930. At this

At the sixteenth annual meeting of the National Court held in
the Chelsea Hotel, in Atlantic City. New Jersey, July 10, 1933, laws
creating Emeriti Membership in the National Court and emeating Life
Membershipin a subordinateCourt after twenty-five years,wereenacted.
An informal stag banquetwas held with each Jesterpaying to attend.

The Hawaiian King Koko Degree was instituted by Aloha Court
No. 1 in 1935 as a colorful ceremony to recognizedistingrirshed Jesters
as a special honor. Eachhonoice must be voted upon by Aloha Court
The creatorsof the degreewere proboblv Charles MeWayne and C R
(Bob) Welsh Robert P. Smith, a Jesterof Capital Court No. 50 and

Potentateof Almas Temple in Washington, D. C. becameKing Koko
No. 1 on August 20, 1935 The Twenty First Annual Meeting of the
NationalCourt washeldin the Biltmore Flotel in Los Angeles,California,

on June 6, 1938. Dr. 0. W. Brirdats was elected Royal Director and
announcedthat there were 8808 Jesters

The Royal Officers of the National Court were elected to a specific
office in theannualelections William S Brown servedas Royal Director
from September3, 1918 to September8, 1928. Lou B Wmnsor from
September18, 1928 to November 8, 1936 as Royal Director. Esten A.
Fletcher as Royal Director from November 16, 1936 to June 6, 1938
and Dr. 0. W Burdats from June 6, 1938 to June 10th, 1940. The
National Court Officers becameprogressive,the Royal Director serving
a oneyear term. GeorgeFilmer was the first, serving from June 10, 1940
to June 9, 1941. Esten A. Fletcher becamethe first Past Royal Director.
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“Another Phaseol RoyalJesterCareer

At the twenty-sixth annual meeting of the National Court held

in Chicago, Illinois on July 5, 1943, the following motions were made
and carried:

Balloting on proposals changed to no more than two adverse
ballots to elect

Immediate PastRoyal Director be made an ex-officio member
of the Royal Line.

Past Royal Directors shall be representativesto the National
Court Ad Vitam.

At the Jesterbanquetthe Imperial Divan and Past Imperial Poten-

tateswere escorted to the head table and were guests of the National
Court.

The twenty-seventh annual meeting of the National Court was
held in the SchroederHotel, Milwaukee, Wise. on July 4, 1941. A

motion was made, and carried that the Nominating Committee make
the nomination for Royal Property Man.

The thirty-third annual meeting of the National Court was held
in the AmbassadorHotel in Los Angeles Cal on June 19, 1950 At
this meeting it was decided that beginning with the year 1951, the

Recorderswould meet on Monday, the Jesteis would have Tuesday,
and the Imperial Council would start on Wednesday

Henry L Oppenbd’rnwaselectedRoyal Director at the thirty-seventh

annualmeeting held in the “22 Club” room of the AmbassadorHotel
in Atlantic City, New Jersey on June 29, 1954 He held the first Mid-

year Meeting of the Royal Order of JestersNational Court in Miami,
Florida at the Saxony Hotel, Maich 1, 2,3, 1955.

At the thirty-eighth annual meeting of the National Court held

in Chicago, Illinois, July 12, 1955, the revisedConstitution and By-laws
for the National Court were presentedand approved.

At the opening of the thirty-ninth annualmeeting of the National

Court held in Detroit, Michigan, July 9, 1956, Royal Director Smith
read a telegram from William A. Hoefgen, unable to attend because
of a seriousillness.The telegramexplainedhe was resrgnrng,as he would
be unableto serveas Royal Director By resolution acceptingthe resigna-
tion, it was moved and carried that William A Hocfgen be made a

Past Royal Director.

The forty-first annual meetingaf the National Court of the Royal

Order of Jesterswas held in the Eighth Street Theatre, Conrad Hilton
Hotel, in Chicago, Illinois, on July 14th, 1958 Royal Director Charles
I—I. Lembke had madearrangementsfor the Book of the Play to be pre-
sentedin the Eighth Street Theatre, following the annual meeting at
2-13 P.M. It was presentedby ChreaeoCourt No 48, Hilding Johnson
Director and Peter Young Cast Director This is the first and only time
that the record shows that the Book of the Play was preserrtedat an

annual meeting of the National Court

The forty-fifth annual meeting of the National Court was held
in the Royal York Hotel in Toronto, Canada,Jrrly 2, 1962 At this
meeting, Jester “Boots” Adams extendedan invitation to come to Bar-
tlesyille, Oklahoma, May 10, and 11, 1963, for a Jester Party honoring
Royal Director Arthur 0. Olson The Mid-Year Meeting w~is held in
Tulsa, OkIa. on May 9, and 10, 1963 At this time Jester Adams was
host to some2,800 Jestersfrom everypart of the realm, with a wonderful
party at Woolaroc Ranch

The forty-eighth annual meeting of the National Court was held
in Washington, D C. on July 12, 1965 The main items of business

were amending the By-laws and electron of .r Royal Property Man. By-
laws were amended to

a. To permit four adverseballots when voting on j)r~posals in
subordinate Courts

b. Increasethe fee for a new charter to $133.13

c Set the final date for filing AnnLral Reports by sLibordinate

Courts to he February 15th of each year
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“The Worldly Hapes Men Set Their Hearts Upon”

The fiftieth, Golden Anniversary annual meeting of the National
Court was held in the Washington-HiltonHotel, in Washington,D. C.
on July 10, 1967. Section 5 of Article IV of the National Court By-
laws was amendedto fifteen years attendanceby an elected representa-
tive to the National Court to becomean Emeritus Representativeof the
National Court. On October20, 1967, Royal Director RoblandThomssen,
and six other Royal Officers, instituted Pennyrile Court No. 171, and
presentedthe Book of the Play This was the first time, since the found-
ing Book of the Royal Order of Jestersthat the Book of the Play was

presentedby Officers of the National CoLirt George P Akerly, a Life
Memberof theNationalCourt anda memberof Court No. 4, the lastsur-
viving member of the original JesterClass of 191], died at the age of
90 iii Vacaville, C~ilifornia, on December 12, 1969

At the fifty-third annual meeting of the National Court held in
Indianapolis,Ind, July 13, 1970, the Regalia Committee suggestedthat
Royal Officers and Past Royal Directors wear a distinctive beretwith
insignia denoting their office, of a style and kind to be selectedby the
Officers of the National Court. (They were worn for the first time
at the 54th annual meeting.) The Ritual Committee suggested that
only the regular cast be used in presentingthe Book of the Play and
that promiscuoustaking of pictures of the cast and candidatesmay be

authorizedonly by the Director of the SubordinateCourt.

“Pier 66 Jester Regatta”, celebrating Tulsa Court’s 47 Golden
Anniversary will go down in history as the greatestJester gathering.
June 10, and 11, 1971, JestersJohn Houchin, William Keeler, and
“Boots’ Adams were host to 163 JesterCourts and some 5,200 Jesters.
As in 1963, Bartlesvrlleand Woolaroc Ranchwere taken over by Jesters

The fifty-fifth annual meetingof the National Court was held in

the Grand Ballroom of the Statler Hilton Hotel, Dallas, Texas, July
17, 1972. Section 1 of Article IV of the Constitution and By-laws of
the National Court was amended to provide that each subordinate

Court shall be entitled to two representativesto the National Court
and two alternaterepresentatives,however, any subordinateCourt hav-
ing a membershipof over one hundred on the previous January first,
shall be entitled to three representativesand three alternaterepresenta-
tives, and any subordinate Court having a membership of more than

two hundredmemberson the previousJanuaryfirst, shall be entitled to
four representativesand four alternaterepresentatives,such representa-
tives to be electedby said Court at its annual meeting A motion was

made and carried that the financial year of the Royal Order of Jesters

shall he from August 1st ti) July 31st Sections 16, 17, and 18 of Article

VII, of the By-laws, were approved regarding the formation and Opera-
tir)n and fees for associationsof JesterCourts

Section 13 (d) of Article VII was aniended to re~id “any Subor-

dinate Court which (a) fails to comply with the provisions oF. the con-
stitution and by-laws of the National Court; (b) fails to obey the oidcrs
and edicts of the National Court, (c) sponsorsany program or enter-
tainment or ~iffair unbecoming a Jester, or (d ) permits pictures to be

taken during a Ceremonial, shall he subject to discipline by the Royal
Director and may have its Charterarrestedby the Royal Director of the
National Court Such action shall he subject to review ~ind Final deter-

nirnation at the next meetrug of the National Court

At the 55th Annual I\Iceting there wasconsiderablediscussionabout
Article IX Section 5, dealing with the method rif selecting tire thirteen

proposals for membership It was proposedthat Article IX he amended
~is follows “The method of selectino thirteen proposalsfor membership
each year shall he left to each Subordinate Court.” It was severally
secondedand unanimously adopted

The 56th Annual Meeting of the Ro~al Order of Jesterswas held

iii the Grand Ballroom of the Marriott I lore! m Atl,irt~i, (;eorgi~i, on

July 2, 1973 At this meeting an amendinerit55 as offered an relation to
Article IX Section 5, to put back the Section ~is it was in 1972. The

amendmentread ‘The method of selecting the thirteen (13) proposals
for membershipeach year shall he left to each Subordin~itc Court, pro-
vided, however, the electron of the proposed nominees shall he by
unanimous secretballot of those presentafter notice, unlessthe by-laws

of the SubordinateCourt shall provide For the election of new nominees
it not more than four (4) ~idyerseballots appearupon a secret ballot.”

The amendmentwas put to a vote and duly adopted

At the fifty-eighth annrtal oteeting of the National Court held in
Toronto, Canada, June 30, 1975, W. Howard Millington retired as

Royal Impresarioand Arthur [I VVilhaim retired as Royal Treasurer
Both Royal Officers were made Emeritus membersFor life. The matter
of Courts having adequateinsurance was discrissecl and the National

Court was to securethe necessarycoverage For the scibordinateCourts.
The motion was made and carried It was also moved and carried that
when the Imperial Council issued .r dispensation for a new Temple
A A 0 N.M.S upon application of the required number of Nobles and

approved by the Royal Director and Royal Impresario, the Royal Impre-
sario issue a dispensationfor a subordinateCourt of the Royal Order of
Jesters.

The 59th Annual Meeting of the National Court of the Royal Order
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of Jesterswas held in KansasCity, Missouri, on July 5, 1976. At this
meeting the Regalia Committee recommendedthe adoption of a new

form of membershipjewel, that all jewels of officers and membersbe
suspendedwith a purple ribbon, that the purple beret be the official
headgearof all National Court officers and Past Royal Directors of the

Royal Orderof Jesters It was also recommendedthat eachof theofficers
of the National Court shall have the insignia of three gold Billikens,

tIre Royal Director five gold Billikens, Emeritus officers four silver Billi-
hens,and for Past Royal Directors five Billikens the middle three of
gold and the outsidetwo of silver It was moved, seconded,and unani-
mously carried.

There was also sr.rbmrtted by the Jurisprudenceand Laws Coin-
mrttee five proposals Theseall dealt with changesin costs of member-
ship cards, certificates, and increasing the per capita dues paid to the
National Codirt from $3 33 to $5 13 for each memberof a subordinate
Court, increasing the initiation fee to be paid to the National Court
for eachnewly createdJesterfrom $20 13 to $25.13, increasingthemini-
mum amount of initiation fee which any subordinateCourt may charge
from $53.13 to $75 13. They wete all put to vote and carried.

At the 6lst Annual Meeting of the National Court of the Royal

Order of Jestersheld in Detroit, Mrchrgan, on July 9, and 11, 1978,
an amendmentto the Constitution and By-laws of the National Court

of the Royal Order of Jesterswas presentedfor adoption’

Article III, 1 By adding to Section 1 thereof a new sentenceas
follows:

“If the day for or place of any Annual Meeting has not beenchosen
and voted by the Representativesof the National Court in a meeting
thereof daily assembledand acting, then the day for and place of snch
Annnal Meeting may be fixed by the offirmative vote of not less than
two thirds of the elected and acting Officers of the National Court.”

Article III, 2. By striking out the provisionsof Section 4 and insert-
ing in lieu thereof the following

At least thirty (30) days prior to the date of eachmeetingof the
National Court of the RoyalOrder of Jesters,the Royal Impresario shall
mail written notice of the day, time, and place of such meeting to each
EmeritusMemberof the National Court and to the Director and Impre-
sario of each subordinate Court and to eachRepresentativeto the Na-
tional Court whosename is on file in the office of the Royal Impresario
at the time of such mailing. Suchnotice shall be sufficient if mailed by
regular first class mail to the addressof eachsuch personon file in the
office of the Royal Impresario at the time of snch mailing.”

It was moved and seconded,put to vote and carried unanimously.

“The actors are at hand and by their show”

BOOK OF THE PLAY

The original Ritual, or Book of the Play, was written by A M.
(Bill) Allison aboard the S.S. Wilbelmina, enroute to the Hawaiian
Islands At the First Annual Meeting of the Royal Order of Jesters,
adjournedto FrenchLick Springs, Indiana, September3, 1918, the Ritual
committeerequestedthat thesubjecthe openedup for generaldiscussion
by the representativesand memberspresent. It was the recommendation
of the Ritual Committee that they be given further time to consider it
and that a competentJesterbe secured to formulate a Ritual to be pre-
sentedat the next annual meeting. At the Second Annual Meeting of
the National Court held in Indianapolis on June 8, 1919, the Ritual
Committee reported that while progresshad been made in revising the
Ritual, it was still not in such shapeto presentto the meeting When
completed it would be submitted to the Royal Impresario who would
submit copies to each subordinateCourt for review. It would then be
presentedat the 1920 annual meeting.

At the Third Annual Meeting of the Royal Order of Jesters, held
in Portland, Oregon on June 20, 1920, JesterGeorgeFilmer statedthat
the committee went over the proposedRitual and were unanrmousin
suggestingit be adopted They desired that theCreedof a Jester,written
by William S Brown, be included. After the Royal Director had called
for commentsand objections, and hearing none, Jester E. A. Fletcher
moved the adoption of the report which was secondedby JesterJames
C. McCandlessand carried. The revision and rewriting of the Ritual was
done by JesterEugeneL. Connelly, of Pittsburgh Court No. 2.

At the Fourth Annual Meeting, held in Des Moines, Iowa, June
12, 1921, the Ritual Committee reported that changes and new parts
had been submitted to the committee for inclusion in the Ritual. The
committeewas most appreciative. It was then proposed to adopt them
as a part of the perfectedritual. The Book of the Play had beenrevised
from the original at the second,third, tenth, and eleventhannualmeet-
ings. The presentBook of the Play was rewritten and adoptedat the
eleventhannual meetingrn Miami in 1928. It has a new lineup of offi-
cers and cast more in conformity with the theatrical profession whose
titles we assumed.

William S. Brown is given credit for the “Creed of a Jester” and
the “Toast to Goodfellowshrp‘~“The Fool’s Prayer” was written by Ed-
ward Royland Sill, as “The Soul of a Royal Jester”. At the close of the
Third Annual Meeting JesterJ L Peaseof Oakland suggestedto Royal
Director Brown that Sill’s pocin be given at the close of the meeting.
At the conclusionof the Fourth Annrral Meeting of the Royal Order of
Jesters,Royal Director William Brown read the Fool’s Prayer.For several
years the reading of the Fool’s Prayer was given at the close of the
Annual Meeting.
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“No Union can claim me Sire”

JEWELS

At theFirst Annual Council Meeting, National Court, Royal Order

of Jesters,Will 0. Washburn, Royal Impresario, submitted a number
of designsfor Jewels,which were numbered“one’ and up. After a dis-
cussionof the appropriatenessof the suggesteddesigns,the entire matter

was referred back to the Committeeon Regalia.They went into execu-
tive sessionand submitted the following report

Your Committeeon Regalia recommendthe use of the present
Jewel made doublefacefor membership,No 2 for Constitutional

Officers, recommendthe holder as shown in Cut No I with jewel
suspendedtherefrom as shown in No 3, for National Officers.
NatI. Court Officers iewels shall be of gold

At the SecondAnnual Meeting, held in Indianapolis,the Royal Impre-
sario stated that there has been “nothing bdrr disappointment in regard

to the jewels.” The contract for the jewels was given to the Robbins
Company of Chicago, but none of their jewels were approverl At the
Fifth Annual lVleeting in San Francisco the Regalia Committee stated
that a changehad been made in factories turning out the jewels from

the Robbins Company to the C. D Lyons Company of Attleboro, Mass.

Royal ImpresarioWashburnannounced~rtthe Third Annual Meet-
ing, held in Portland, that he hadl brought with him the National Court

Officers jewels and that he had receiveda set rif the Constitutional Offi-
cers jewels. Commenting on the generalmembershipjewels, he reported
the hrst shipment had been received in April, 1920, but due to the
poor quality of the black ribbon used he had sent them back, requesting
that they furnish them with purple ribbons of the samequality as used
on the National Court jewels. Had the black ribbon been of acceptable
quality one must assumethat today general membershipjewels would
be suspendedby a black ribbon.

Royal Director Brown commentedon the general membershipjewel
as follows:

“The badge (jeweL is an interrogation mark, which means
that probablysome of you havenot practiced and carriedout. When
asked the meaningof the little emblem he carries, it is an interro-
gatron. The answershould be given in all Courts with simply your

fingers, and the lips in silence.That is your answer.What does the
badgemean~ An interrogationmark, as you will probably noticeon
the badge.”

The jewels remained the same until the 59th Annual l\’Ieetrng held in
KansasCity on July 5, 1976 At this time the Regalia Committee sub-

mitted the following report

Your Regalia Committee is pleased to report the following. This
is in five parts.

I. That there hasbeen submitted to the Committee recommenda-
tions for the approvaland adoption of a new forni of member-

ship jewel The center portion of the same design, proportion,

symbols and colors as the membershipjewel heretoforeapproved

and in general use

2. That the Committee recommendsthat the only approved form
of suspension for all jewels of membersand officers of the

order shall be the purple ribbon

3. That the Committee recommendsthat there be no adornment
suspendedor worn with the memberor ofircer’s jewel of the
order other than theappropietc barsdesignatingthe office held
or an office which had been held in thepast or the designation
of the number of years of membershipof the memberor an

appropriatebar indicating that the wearer is an Emeritus mem-

ber of the National Court.

4. The Committeerecommendsthat the purple beretbe recognized
as the official headgearof all Officers of the National Court
andPast Royal Directors of the Royal Order of Jesters.

5. That the Committee recommendsthat, in addition to the jewels

of their respectiveofficers, ?he folloxving insignia be recognized
and approved:

A. for each of the officers of the National Court other than

the Royal Director, three gold Billikens,

B. For the Royal Director, five gold Billikens,

C. For an Emeritus Officer of the National Court, four silver

Billikens; and

D. For the Past Royal Directors five Billrkens, the middle

three to be of gold and the outside two to be of silver.

The motion drew discussion,with the re-readingof item two, sus-
pensionof all jewels with a purple ribbon. The motion was then sever-

ally seconded,voted upon, and unanimouslycarried, and the report and
recommendationsof the Committee and the new form of membership
jewel were declared approved and adopted.
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JESTER COAT OF ARMS

For hundreds of years royalty and noblemen were identified by
their own individual “Coat of Arms”. One was designed and executed

by William C. Etzel, Impresario of Cleveland Court No. 14, for the
exclusiveuse by theRoyal Orderof Jestersand the membersof all subor-
dinate Courts. It was acceptedby the National Court as the official

“Coat of Arms” and a copyright was obtained from the United States

Copyright Office for its protection.This copyright is now owned by the
National Court.

“What the Hell’s a RoyalJester?”
THE ROYAL ORDER OF JESTERS

From Medieval times until the seventeenthcentury licensed fools,
or jesters,were commonly kept at court and frequently in the retinue
of wealthy nobles They played an importantpart in the spreadof litera-
ture and education. Someof the most celebratedEnglish Court Jesters
were Archie Armstrong in the court of JamesI, Patch, the court jester
of Elizabeth,wife of HenryVII, and Will Sommers HenryVIII’s jester.

The French court also had its jesters, Triboulet was the jester of
Louis XII and Francis I, 1487-1536. There apparentlywas some sort
of a Jesterorder among the Monks, For JesterGeorge F. Foye, of Oak-

land Court No. 6, while travelling in the Far East obtaineda bejeweled

daggerinscribed “Royal Jesters”. The monk from whom he obtained it

stated it was of ancient origin and very valuable JesterFoye presented
it to Royal Director Brown.

A Royal Officer has given us a photographof a posterdated FeW
ruary 11, 1870 It is in the form of a Proclamationby the “King of
Jesters” and orders “all long faces, never smiles, and various other mala-
dies, all of which are curableby the applicationof our SovereignBalsam,

Good Humor, to appearin the Court of Momus, to be holden in our
Palaceof Mirth, at the Prince of Wales Music Hall.” At least we are
a perpetuationof that Order in spirit, standing for Fun, Laughter and
Mirth.

The nameRoyal Order of Jestersis obviously not original with us.

Our interestis how and why it waschosen,The Hawaiian Islandshad
long been under a monarchy.The last king was David Kalakaua Rex,

crownedking on February 12, 1883. He was a Noble of Islam Temple
and died in the Palace Hotel in San Franciscoon January 20, 1891.
In 1891 on January29, his sister, Qdreen Lrlruokalanr was proclaimed

Queen. In 1895 she formally abdicated renouncing all claims to the
throne. On June 16, 1897 Flawair was annexedto the United Statesand
becametheTerritory of Hawaii. On a Monday afternoon,February 27,
1911 membersof the Shrine Pilgrimage were given a reception by ex-

QueenLrlruokalanr at her residence
It is my belief that the nameof our order, Royal Order of Jesters,

originateswith the 1911 visitation to the Hawaiian Islands, long ruled

by kings and queens JesterJamesMeCandless,of Aloha Court No. 1,
appearsto confirm this by the following statementmade at the fifth
Annual Meeting.

“They conceivedthe ideaof tIre RoyalJesters Hawaii at that
time being underroyalty, of courseit had to be theRoyal Order

of JestersDon’t forgetthat, boys, you belongto theroyal family”
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“He is King Momus,the King of Mirth”

THE ORIGIN OF THE BILLIKEN

The Billrken is the emblem of the Royal Order of Jesters. The

Billiken was patentedOctober6, 1908. by FlorencePretz,of KansasCity,
Missouri as a new “Design Image” Patent No. D 39, 603 called “A
Billiken.” It was manufacturedas an iron corn hank, a statuette,and a
doll, and it was pictured on postcards,mugs, plates and spoons. The
AmericanDoll andToy Companyis said to haveproduced over 200,000

Billiken dolls which were the rage for six or seven months.

JamesUnreume, P.D of Aloha Court No 1, in an article on the

A c~OHA Billiken in 1966 states. Miss Pretz placed on the base of the statuette
the slogan, “The God of Things as they ought to Be”, a paraphraseof

Kipling’s famous words from “Lenvor”. “Shall draw the things as he

seesit for the God of Things as they are”. The post cards carried the

verse:

I am the God of Happiness
I simply make you smile

I prove that life’s worth living

And that everything’s worth while,
I force the failure to his fc’et
And make the growler grin,
I am the God of Happiness
My name is Billiken.

The Billrken grew to be regardedas an emblem, or symbol, of good
luck. It was chosenas the mascot,or good luck symbol for the Imperial

Pilgrimage to Honolulu in 1911, aboard the SS Wrlhelmina. Historian
Allison, writing of the Pilgrimage states “Then it was reported that the

Brlliken had been studiously pouring over a list of names during the
afternoon and Captain Johnsoncommandedhim to come forth and
read what was written there”. It turned out to be nicknamesand puns

for the Nobility assembled.

Historian Allison also notes that on the occasionof the official ban-

quet given to Imperial Sir Hines, on the last evening in Honolulu,
before sailing back to San Francisco “Upon the walls were draped

Shrine bannersand a grinning Billiken, the mascot of the pilgrimage,

beamedupon all comers before the central mirror.” It is no wonder

The Bilirken—Our Mascot that Noble Allison adopted the Billiken for the Royal Order of Jesters,
it being regardedas a symbol of happiness,joy, and good luck.

OUR MA~COT-~THINc~S AS THY REALLY ARE

A
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Alexander Marshall AllisanTo Jester Carnie Generaux,of Los Angeles Court No. 84, goes
the credit of solving the mysteries of the Billiken. A magazine article
published in the September, 1966 issue of the Alaska Sportsman, by
Dorothy Jean Ray unraveled more about the Billiken. On a visit to
Seattle’s Ye Old Curiosity Shop she discovereda big gray east iron Billi-
ken coin bank,on the back of which was the patent numberD-~9603.
Previous thinking was that the Billiken originated with the Alaska
Eskimos, as they had been carving them prior to 1913 However the
Billiken was intioduced into Alaska by a storekeeperon DromereIsland.
He gave a statuetteto an Eskimo, Angokwaghuk, nicknamed“Happy
Jack”, one of the most famous Eskimo ivory carvers. He carved Billikens
,rnd they becamevery popular with the natives, as well as others, as

good luck charms.

The Billiken, with a crown is copyrightedby
of the Royal Order of Jesters.

the National Court

(1870-1933)

Alexander Marshall Allison was born on July 7, 1870 in Imperial,
Allegheny County, PennsylvaniaHe was raisedto the degreeof Master

Mason on June 10, 1897, in New JerusalemLodge No. 9, Dist. of
Columbia. He was a member of Washington Commandery No. 1,
Knights Templar, Dist. of Columbia On November 30, 1898, he be-
camethe 988th memberof Almas Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., Washington,
D. C. He demitted from Almas Temple July 15, 1907. On September
11, 1907 he affiliated with Islam Temple A.A.O N MS. in San Fran-
cisco, No. 3625.

At the time he petitioned Almas Temple he was employed in the
United StatesGovernmentPrinting Office, in Washington, D. C., as
a compositor, and residedat 307 C Street N.W. In 1903 he was in
Manila, P.1., working for the United StatesGovernment as CoastDis-

trict Inspector of Customs,San Fernando Union. An old photograph
shows him in his home in Manila, On the back he had written, “My
home and my friends on my birthday morning All these are govern-
ment officials On the wall, the left group picture is my old athletic

team,the one on the right is my Haji Group of Shrinersin New York
City.”

Early in 1903 Shrinersresiding in the Manila areaof the Philippine
Islands decided to band together and form a Shrine Club in Manila.
One of the most active Shrinerswas Noble Allison. He was elected the
first Scribe upon the formation of Bamboo Oasis Shrine Club. The
meetingwas held June 20, 1903 in Manila with thirty Shriners becom-
ing membersincluding Captain John J. Pershing of SesostrisTemple.

The “Scroll” of the Bamboo Oasis Shrine Club states “WE THE

UNDERSIGNED, being membersof the A.A O.N.M.S and thosehere-
after uniting with us do hereby associateourselves together under the
nameand style of BambooOasis of Manila, P I, and hereby adopt the

following Scroll of Laws for the governmentthereof.”

Then follows a list of purposes,duties of officers, meetings, dlues
and regulations.The office of the Scribe states “A Scribe, who shall

be the keeperof the Scroll and the Parebments,record the good and
worthy doings of the Oasis, despatch messengersto the faithful, and

disseminatethe word and mouthings of the Sherif, in this, and other
strangeand diverse Oases.”

Allison had a book published in 1903, the preface stating.

AlexanderMarshall Allison
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DIVAN OF BANIBOO OASIS A A O.N.M.S.
by

A. M. Allison

Almas Temple, Wash D C.
Manila, P.1.

Pressof E. C. McCullough & Co Inc.
1903

The book contains photographsof the various Nobles belonging to the
Oasis,Scroll of Laws and a ~iageof signaturesof Nobles organizingthe
Oasis. There is also inclrided a month’s calendar on ~r page, surrounded

by local scenes The book ends with poems about the area, rising Kip-
hogs verse.

The next information on Noble T\llison comes to light in San
Francisco when he affiliated with Islani Temple I—Ic now lists his oc-
cupation as mining The ilate was September11, 1907 He was selected
by Imperial Potentate Fred A Hines to be the historian on his visit
to Aloha Temple in 191] He compiled and topvi ighted a hook with
text and pictures,priblished in a limited editrirn of 500 copiesin 1911

On the visit to the island of Hawaii, he assistedMrs. Hines in the
initiation and organizationof the ladies who visited the craterof Kilarica

Under the arithority of JamesS MeCandless,Ire desired that the ladies
of the visiting Shriners should have a fraternal society to perpctrtate
the friendshipsformed anden1oyedon the pilgrimage It x’,as to he known

as the sisterhoodof the Daughtersof Pele On Monday, Febrr.tary 27th,
the members of the pilgrimage were gixen a reCeption by ex-Qucen
Lrliuokalanr at her residence,and she presentedthe Daughtersof Pele
with a royal signed - Queen ~inr

1hearing her sealeha,rter, by the cx-
1—Irstory credits A. i\’I ‘Bill’ Allison with the idea to start a new

order to be known as the Royal Order of jesters, and to J)crsonallypre-

pare the ritual or Book o~ the Play lie also arrangedall of the details
For tIre initiations that took place on the return voyageof the Wilbelmina
to San Francisco.With Royal Director George Frlnrer, Royal Impresano
Bill Allison conveneda meeting rif the Originals holding membership

iii Islam Temple, San Francisi~o,at the Union Leaor.te Club on I\Iay 4,
1911 After a very fine banqr.rct, a performanec of the Book of the Play
was given with 18 Nobles of Islam Temple presenting themselvesat

tIre stage door and S~in Francisco Court No 2 was instituted (now
Court No. 4).

JesterAllison attended the 1 hird Annual Meeting of the N~ttronal

Court in Portland, Oregon in 1920 and the Fifth Annual Meeting of
the National Court in San Francisco in 1922. He nas Impresario of
San FranciscoCourt No. 4 from 1911 through 1918. He died in San
Francisco on February 10, 1933.

George Filmer
(1869-1957)

George Filmer was born in San Francisco California, on February
4, 1869. He grew up in San Franciscoand at the age of 14 completed
his collegiate course and graduatedfrom a leading military academy.

At the beginning of the big strike in Sacramento,Calif. in 1894,
the Governor of California commissionedhim a Captain of Company
B, First California Regiment of Infantry of the National Guard. At the

outbreakof the Spanish-Americanwar he was commissioneda Major
and took part in the war and in the Philippine Insurrection. He went
on inactive duty with the rank of Colonel.

George Filmer was a memberof King Solomon’s Lodge No. 260,
F. & A.M., San FranciscoConsistoryNo. 1 A & AS. Rite, Yerba Buena

GEORGE FiLMER
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Lodge of Perfection No. I A & A S Yerba Briena ChapterRose Croix
No I A & A S Rite, Godfrey de Sr. OmarCouncil of Kadosh A & A.S.
Rite, California Chapter No 5 Royal Arch I\lasons, California Counci]
No. 2 RAN/I, Golden Gate Commandeix’ No. 15 Knights Templar,
Islam Temple A.A.O.N M S , and Royal Order of Jesters.

I-Irs business was Filmer Brothers, Electrotype, located at 1642
Howard Street, San Francisco. His brother William F. Filmer wasGrand
Master of I\’lasons of the State of California in 1912, and was probably
the most influential l\’lason in California at that trme.

GeorgeFilmer was a very active Shriner I-Ic was a member of the
Arab Patrol of Islam Temple and served as Captain in 1902-1903. He
also served Islam as Oirental Guide In Decemberof 1903, he defeated
R. P. Hurlbut to becomethe youngestPotentateof lslam Temple He
scrved Islam Temple as Potentatein 1904, 1907, 1914 and 1915. He
was Grand Marshal of the Night Paradeof the 33rd Annual Meeting
of the Imperial Council in Los Angeles, May 7, 1907.

A picture of a group of Nobles in the mining town of Sonora,

California, dated February 24, 1906, includes Geoige Filmer, with the
caption “Royal Jokers, (Monarchs whose humor was more strenuous
than refinedY’.

His connection with the Imperial Cruise and Pilgrimage to Hawaii
is well documented.He was the Director of Court No. 2 (now Court 4~
of the Royal Order of Jesrersfrom 1911 throrigh 1920 He was elected

Royal High Constable of the National Court at the Second Annual
Meeting, held in Murat Temple, Indianapolis, Ind, July 8, 1919. At
the Annual N/leering of the National Court in Des Moines, Iowa. June
12, 1921, he was appointedState Organizerfor California of the Royal
Order of Jesters,of which there were 15. He becameRoyal Director at
the 23rd Annual Meeting in the Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tenn., on
June 10, 1940. He remainedactive in Islam Temple and died June30,
1957, in San Francisco.
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