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GRAND LODGE OF RHODE ISLAND,

OFFICE OF THE GRAND SECRETARY.

The first Trestle-Board published by Grand
Lodge, containinglectures,offices, andceremonials
which hadbeenpreparedandapproved in accord-
ancewith the orderof Grand Lodge, was promul-
gated,for the governmentof all Lodgesunderthis
jurisdiction, May 17, 1890

Novemher 16, 1896, Grand Lodge ordered the
publicationof the monitorialwork of the threede-
grees,under a separatecover, ~heobject hemgto
furnish a convenientmonitor for degreework.

All errors and omissions in the original edition
have been corrected,all monitorial work is here
givenexactly asrendered,andthe text now agrees
with theauthorizedwork.

For convenienceof referenceall the paragraphs
havebeennumbered,andthe dashes’betweenthem
indicateesotericwork.

‘1

I hereby certify that the following pages are
true copies of the monitorial work authorizedby
GrandLodge.

HAROLD L. MeAUSLAN,

GrandSecretary,
And Custodianof theWork

PROVIDENCE, August 1, 1941.
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I
This hook hasbeenprinted giving the Prayers,

Lecturesand chargesreprinted from the Official
Trestle Board of the Grand Lodge of the Most
Ancient and HonorahleSociety of Free and Ac-
ceptedMasonsfor the Stateof RhodeIsland and
ProvidencePlantationsas adoptedMay 17, 1890,
and is the only authorizedwork to be used by
the subordinateLodges.

RAYMOND L. VAUGHN,
Grand Master.

HAROLD L. MCAUSLAN,
GrandSecretary.

August 1,1941

TRESTLE-BOARD.

PRAYERS AND CHARGES

AT THE

OPENING AND CLOSING OF LODGES

PRAYER AT OPENING

1. Preventus, 0 Lord, in all ourdoingswith thy
mostgraciousfavor, and further us with thy con-
tinual help; that in all ourworkshegun,continued,
andendedin thee, we may glorify thy holy Name,
and finally by thy mercy obtain everlasting life.
Amen.

Response.—Somoteit be.

ANOTHER.

2. 0 HeavenlyLord, theFatherof Lights, froni
whom cometh every good and perfect gift, so
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2 ThE5TLE—BOAR,~.

lighten our heartsand minds that we may show
forth thy glory not only with our lips, but in our
lives; by thygreatmercy,andhy thy holy Name,to
which beglory forever. Amen,

Response.—Somoteit he.

ANOTHER.

3. SupremeRuler of the Universe: We rever-
ently invokethy blessingatthis time. Wilt thou be
pleasedto grant that this meeting, thus begunin
order, may he conductedin peace, and closed in
harmony;to thegloryof thy holy Name. Amen.

Response.—.Somoteit be.

PRAYER AT CLOSING.

4. SupremeGrandMaster,Rulerof Heavenand
Earth: Now thatwe areahoutto separate,andre-
turn to ourrespectiveplacesof ahode,wilt thou be
pleasedso to influenceour heartsand minds that
we may eachone of us practice,out of theLodge,
thosegreatmoral dutieswhichareinculcatedin it
andwith reverencestudyandobey the laws which
thou hastgiven us in thy Holy Word. Amen.

Response.—Somoteit be.

ANOTHER.

5. 0 God, from whom all holy desires,all good
counsels,andall just works do proceed;give unto

I

I
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thy servantsthat peacewhich the world cannot
give; that our hearts may he set to obey thy
commandments,andalsothatby thee, we heingde-
fendedfrom the fear of ourenemies,may passour
time in rest and quietness;through the might of
thyglorious Name. Amen.

Response.—Somoteit be.

THE MASONIC DOXOLOGY.

6. Bethou, 0 God,exaltedhigh;
And asthy glory fills thesky,
So let it beon earthdisplayed,
‘Till thou art here,asthere,oheyed.

THE BENEDIC’rIoN,

7. May the blessingof Heavenrestuponus and
all regular Masons; may brotherly love prevail,
andeverymoralandsocialvirtuecementus.

Response.—Somoteit be.

CHARGE AT OPENING.

8. The waysof virtuearebeautiful; Knowledge
is attainedby degrees; Wisdom dwells with con-
templation: therewe mustseekher. Let us, then,
brethren, apply ourselveswith becomingzeal to
the practice of the excellent principles inculcated
by ourCraft Let us everrememberthat thegreat
objects of our associationare the restraint of im-
properdesiresand passions,the cultivation of an
activebenevolence,andthe promotionof a correct
knowledgeof the dutieswe owe to God,our neigh-
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1~bor, andourselves. Let us heunited,andpractice
with assiduity the sacredtenetsof theCraft. Let
all privateanimosities,if any unhappily exist, give
placeto affectionandbrotherly love. It is useless
paradeto talk of the subjectionof irregular pas-
sions within the walls of the Lodge, if we permit
them to triumph in ourintercoursewith eachother.
Uniting in the grand design, let us he happy our-
selves,and endeavorto promote thehappinessof
others. Let us cultivate the greatmoral virtues
whicharelaid down on our Masonic Trestle-Board,
and improve in everythingthat is good, amiable,
and useful. Let the benign genius of the Mystic
Art presideover ourcouncils,and, underher sway,
let us act with adignity becomingthe high moral
characterof our venerableInstitution.

ANOTHER CHARGE AT OrENINO.

9. Behold, how good andhow pleasantit is for
hrethrento dwell togetherin unity.

It is like the preciousointment upon the head,
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s
beard,thatwent downto theskirtsof his garments.

As the dew of Hermon, andasthe dew that de-
scendedupon themountainsof Zion; for therethe
Lord commandedthe blessing,even life for ever-
more. —Psalmcxxxiii.

CHARGE AT CLOSiNG.

10. Brethren: You arenow to quit this sacred
retreatof friendship and virtue, to m~x againwith

I

the world. Amidst its concernsandemployments
forget not the dutiesyou haveso frequentlyheard
inculcatedandforcibly recommendedin this Lodge.
Be diligent, temperate,discreet. Rememberthat
around this altar you have promised to befriend
and relieveevery hrother who shall needyour as-
sistance. Rememberthat you have promisedto
remindhim, in themosttendermanner,of his fall-
ings, andaid his reformation. Vindicatehis char-
acter, when wrongfully traduced. Suggest,in his
behalf,themostcandidandfavorablecircumstances.
Is he justly reprehended?Let the world observe
how Masonslove ohe another.

Thesegenerousprinciplesareto extendfurther.
Every being has a claim upon your kind offices.
Do good unto all. Recommendit more “especially
unto them thatareof the householdof faith.”

By diligence in the duties of your respective
callings, by liberal benevolenceanddiffusive char-
ity, by constancyandfidelity in your friendships,
discover the beneficial and happy effects of this
ancientand honorablejnstitution.

Let it not be supposedthat you have here“la-
boredin vain, andspentyour strengthfor naught;
your work is with the Lord, and your recom-
pensewith your God.”

Finally, brethren,be ye all of onemind; live in
peace;andmay the Godof love andpeacedelight
to dweU with andblessyou.
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FIRST DEGREE

During the preparation of a candidate, only the

Stewardsshouldbein the roomwith him.

Beforethecandidateis preparedandin thepresence
of the StewardstheSeniorDeacon,or sonieBrother
appointedbythe Master,will makethefollowing state-
ment to him:

11. My friend(s)bearin mindthatthereis nothing
in a Masonicinitiation whichdoesnothaveaserious
purpose. Nothingwill be done to embarrassyou,
or trifle with your feelings. Your preparationhas
a meaning which will be explained later. With
this preliminarystatement,let meexpressthe hope
that your mind will be at easeand in a mood to
receive the important lessonswhich Masonry is
intended to teach. Before you are preparedyou
will first give your unequivocalassentto these
questions.

12. Do you seriouslydeclare, upon your honor,
beforethesegentlemen,that, unbiasedby friends,
anduninfluencedby mercenarymotives, you freely
and voluntarily offer yoursell a candidatefor the
mysteriesof Masonry?

13. Do you seriously declare,uponyour honor,
beforethesegentlemen,that you arepromptedto
solicit the privileges of Masonry by a favorable
opinion conceived of the Institution, a desire for

TREsTLE-HOARD. 7

knowledge, and a sincerewisja to be serviceableto
your fellow creatures?

14. Do you seriouslydeclare, upon your honor,
before these gentlemen,that you will cheerfully
conform with all the ancient established usages
and customsof the Craft?

F]RST SECTION.

PRAYER AT THE RECEPTION.

15. Vouchsafethine aid, Almighty Fatherof the
Universe,to this ourpresentconvention;andgrant
that this candidatefor Masonry may dedicateand
devotehis hfe to thy service,and becomea true
andfaithful brotheramongus. Enduehim with a
competencyof thy divine wisdom, that,by theinflu-
enceof thepureprinciplesof the Craft,he maythe
betterheenabledto displaythebeautiesof holiness,
to the honorof thy holy Name. Amen.

Response.—Somote it he.

LESSON AT THE RECEPTION.

16. Behold,how good andhow pleasantit is for
brethrento dwell togetherin unity. it is like the
preciousointment upon the head, that ran down
upon thebeard,evenAaron’sheard,thatwentdown
to theskirtsof his garments;asthe dew of Hermon,
and asthedew thatdescendedupon the mountains
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of Zion; for theretheLord commandedtheblessing,
evenlife for evermore.

—Psalmcxxxiii.

17. — TEE LAMB SKIN, OR WHiTE LEATHER
APRON, which is an emblemof innocenceand the
badgeof a Mason; more ancientthan the Golden
Fleece,or RomanEagle; morehonorablethan the
Star and Garter, or any other order that can be
conferreduponyou at this or ~ny future period, by
King, Prince, Potentate,or any other person, ex-
cepthe bea Mason,andwhich it is hopedyou will
wearwith equalpleasureto yourselfand honorto
theFraternity.

18. THE TWENTY—FOUR INCH GAUGE is an m-
etrument made use of by operative Masons to
measureand lay out their work. But we, as free
andacceptedMasons,are taught to make useof it
for the more noble andglorious purposeof divid-
ing our time. It being divided into twenty-four
equal parts is emblematical of the twenty-four
hours of the day, which we aretaught to divide
into threeparts, whereby we find a part for the
serviceof God and a distressedworthy brother; a
partfor ourusualavocations;andapartfor refresh-
mentandsleep.

19. THE COMMON GAVEL is an instrumentmade
use of by operativeMasonsto breakoff the rough

TRESTLE-HOARD 9

and superfluousparts of stones,the better to fit
them for the builder’s use;but we, as free andac-
ceptedMasons,aretaught to makeuseof it for the
more noble andglorious purposeof divesting our
heartsand consciencesof all the vices and super-
fluities of life, therebyfitting our minds, as living
stones,for that spiritual building, that housenot
madewith hands,eternalin theheavens.

SECOND SECTION.

THE BADGE OF A MASON.

20. — TheLambhasin all agesbeendeemed
an emblemof innocence. He, therefore,who wears
thelamb skin asthe Badgeof aMason, is continu-
ally ,remindedof that purity of life and conduct
which is so essentiallynecessaryto his gaining ad~
mission into the CelestialLodgeabove, where the
SupremeArchitect of the Universepresides.

THIRD SECTION.

Thethird and last sectionof this degree is perhaps
themost interestingand instructiveof the three. Nor
is a perfectknowledgeof it lessessentialto a proper
understandingof theceremoniesof initiation. Indeed,
the brother who hasnot madehimselffamiliar with it
neednot be at the trouble of urging his claims to any
great proficiencyas a Mason. The principal points
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illustrated by it are: 1. The Form, 2. The Sup-
ports, 3. The Covering, 4. The Furniture, 5. The
Ornaments, 6. TheLights, 7. TheJewels, 8 The
Situation,and 9, TheDedicationof Lodges.

‘A!’ 21. A Lodgeis a certainnumberof Masonsduly
assembledandlegally constituted,having theHoly
Bible, theSquareand theCompasses,andaWarrant
or Charterempowerinethem to work.

Our ancient brethrenusually met on high hills,
or in low vales, the better to observethe approach
of cowans and eavesdroppers,ascendingand de-
scending.

~22. The FORM Of a Lodge is an oblong; from
East to West, betweenthe North and the South;
from the earthto theheavens,andfrom thesurface
of theearthto the centrethereof. It is said to be
of thesevast dimensionsto denotethe univer&ality
of Masonry,and thata Mason‘s-charity should be
equallyextensive

23. A Lodge is metaphoricallysaid to be SUP-

PORTED by three great pillars, called Wisdom,
Strength,and Beauty; becauseit is necessarythat
there should be Wisdom to contrive, Strengthto
support, and Beauty to adorn all greatandimpor-
tant undertakings. They are representedby the
first threeofficersof the Lodge,via.: theWorshipful
Master, theSeniorWarden,andtheJunior Warden.
The Worshipful Masteris saidto representthepillar
Wisdom, it being presumedthat he haswisdom to
ruleandgoverntheLodgeoverwhichheis appointed

TRESTLE-HOARD. 11

to preside; the Senior Warden is said~o repre-
sent the pillar Strength,it beinghis duty to assist
the Worshipful Master in openingand in closing’.
his Lodge; andtheJuniorWardenis said to i~epre-
sentthe pillar Beauty,it beinghis duty to observe
the sun at high meridian, which is the glory and
beautyof theday.

24. The. COVERING of a Lodge is no less than
the clouded canopy of heaven,whither all good
Masonshopeat lastto arrive, by aid of thetheolog-
ical ladderwhich Jacob,in his vision, saw reach-
ing from earth to heaven,—thethree principal
roundsof which are denominatedFaith,Hope,and
Charity; teachingFaith in God, Hope in immortal-
ity, and Charity to all mankind. The greatestof
theseis Charity; for ourFaithmay be lost in sight;
Hopeendsin fruition; but Charity extendsbeyond
thegrave, to the boundlessrealmsof eternity.

25. Every well-governedLodge is FURNISHED
with theHoly Bible, theSquare~,andtheCompasses,
which are dedicatedto God, the Master, and the
Craft TheBible is dedicatedto theserviceof God,
it being the inestimablegift of God to man, and
on it we obligate a newly admitted brother;the
Squareto the Master, it beingthe properMasonic
emblemof his office, andcontinuallyremindinghim
of the duty he owesto the Lodgeoverwhich he is

appointed to preside;and the Compassesto theCraft, because,by a dueattention to their use, we
aretaughtto regulateour desires,and to keepour

I.
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passionswithin due bounds toward all mankind,
hut more especiallytoward our brethrenin Free-
masonry.

26.~ The ORN4MENTSof a Lodgearethe Mosaic
Pavement,the Indented Tessel, and the Blazing

if Star.The Mosaic Pavementis a representationof the
ground floor of King Solomon’s Temple;the In-
dentedTessel,of that beautiful tesselatedborder,
or skirting, which surroundedit,—with the Blazing
Star in the centre. The Mosaic Pavementis em-
blematic of human life, checkeredwith good and
evil; the Indented Tessel which surroundsit, of
thosemanifold blessingsand comforts which sur-

roundus, and which we hopeto obtain by af~ith-
ful reliance on Divine Providence,which is h~ero-

4 glyphically representedby the Blazing Star in.’ the
centre.

~<S 27. We havethreeLIGHTS in the Lodge, situated
in the South, the West, and the East~ we have’
none in theNorth, becauseKing Solomon’sTemple
was situated so far North of the ecliptic that
neitherthe sun northe moonat its meridianheight
could dart any rays of light into the North side
thereof; the North is thereforeMasonically ternkd
aplaceof darkness.

28. We havesix JEWELS in the Lodge, threemi-
movableandthreemovable. The immovable jew-
els arethe Square,the Level, andthePlumb; the
Squareteachesmorabty, the Level equality, and

‘1
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the Plumb rectitude of life. The three movable
jewelsare the Rough Ashler, the Perfect Ashler,
andtheTrestle-Board.

The Rough Ashler is a stonees taken from the
quarry, in its rudeandnaturalstate. The Perfect
Ashler is a stonemadereadyby the handsof the
workmen, to he adjustedby the working-tools of
the Fellow-craft. The Trestle-Boardis for the
Masterto drawhis designsupon.

By the Rough Ashler we are remindedof our
rudeandimperfectstateby nature;by the Perfect
AshIer, of that state of perfection at which we
hope to arrive, by a virtuous education,our Own
endeavors,and the blessingof God; and by the
Trestle-Boardwe are also reminded that, as the
operativ& workman erectsjhis temporal building
agreeablyto therules anddesignslaid downby the
Master on his Trestle-Board,so should we, both
operativeand speculative,endeavorto erect our
spiritual building agreeablyto the rules and de-
signs laid down by the SupremeArchitect of the
Universe, in the great book of natureand revela-
tion, which is our spiritual, moral, and Masonic
Tr~stle-Board.

29. Lodgesare SIT QATED due EastandWestfor
sevcral reasons: First, becausethe sun rises in
the East and sets in theWest; secondly,because
all artsandsciences,as well as Masonry, arosein
the East andspreadto the West;and thirdly, be~
cau9e this was the- situation of King Solomon’s
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Temple. King SoVomon’sTemplewasso situated,
becauseafter Moses had safely conducted the
children of Israel through the Red Seawhen pur-
suedby Pharaohandhis hosts,he thereby divine
commanderecteda tabernaclewhich was situated
dueEastandWest1 to perpetuatea remembrance
of thatmiraculousEastwind by whichtheir happy
deliverancewaswrought; also to receivethe firsl
rays of the rising sun. This tahernaclewas an
exactmodelfor King Solomon’s Temple, since the
time of whichall Lodgeshaveheenso situated.

30. Masons in ancient times DEDICATED their
Lodges to King Solomon,he being their first and
most excellent~Grand Master; Masonsin modern
time, proress~ng Christianity, dedicate theirs to
St. John the Baptist and St. John theEvangel-
ist, two eminei~’t Christian Patrons of Freema-
sonry; and since their time, there hasbeenrepre-
sented,in everyregular and well-furnished Lodge,
a certainPoint within a Circle, einborderedby two
perpendicularparallel lines, representingSt John
theBaptistandSt.Johnthe EvangelisV. Upon the
top of the Circle rests the Book of Masonic Con-
stitutions. The Point represents an individual
brother; the Circle the boundaryline of his duty.
In going aroundthis Circle, we necessarilytouch
on the two parallellines, as well as on the Book of
Constitutio~s;and while a Mason keepshimself
circumscrihedwithin their precepts,it is impossible
thatheshould materiallyerr.

TRESTLE—BOARD. 15

S/j 31. THE PRINCIPAL POINT OF FREE MASONRY
is three-fold, and comprisesthe exalted virtues of
BrotherlyLove, Relief, andTruth—which arethe
tenetsof a Mason’s profession. They are ~hua
explained:

32. By the exerciseof Br4herly Love, we are
taught to regardthe whole human speciesas one
family,—the high andlow, rich andpoor; who, as
createdby one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants
of the sameplanet,areto aid, support~andprotect
eachother. On this principle, Masonryunitesmen
of everycountry, sect,andopinion,andconci1ia~ea
true friendship amongthosewho might otherwise
haveremainedataperpetualdistance~.

88 To relieve the distressedis a duty incum-
benton all men; but particularly on Masons,who
profess to be linked together hy an indissoluble
chainof sincereaffection. To soothetheunhappy
to sympathizewith their misfortunes,to compas-
sionatetheir miseries,and to restorepeaceto Vheir
troubledminds,is the grand aim we have in view.
Onth[s basis we form our friendshipsandestablish
ourconnections.

84. TRUTH 1S a divine attribute,andthefounda-
tion of everyvirtue. To be good andtrue is the
first lesson we are taught in Masonry. On this
themewe contemplate,andby its dictatesendeavor
to regulateour conduct. Hence, while influenced
by this principle, hypocrisyanddeceitareunknown
among us, sincerity and plain dealing distinguish
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us, and the heartand tongue join in promoting
eachother’swelfare, andrejoicing in eachother’s
prosperity.

To this explanationof tke aboveprinciples succeeds
an illustration of the four cardinal virtues,—Tem-
perance,Fortitude, Prudence,and Justice.

35. TEMPERANCE iS that duerestraintuponour
affections and passions which renders the body
tameandgovernable,andfrees the mind from the
allurementsof vice. This virtue should be the
practiceof everyMason,as he is therebytaughtto
avoid excess,or the contractingof any licentious
or vicious habit, the indulgencein which might
leadhim to disclosesomeof thosevaluablesecrets
whichhehaspromisedto concealandneverreveal,
andwhich would consequentlysubjecthim to the

36. FORTITUDE is thatnobleandsteadypurpose
of the mind, wherebywe are enabledto undergo
anypain, peril or danger,whenprudentiallydeemed
ezpedient. This virtue is equally distant from
rashnessand cowardice; and, like the former.
should bedeeplyimpresseduponthe mind of every
Mason,as asafeguardor sec~Irity againstany ille-
gal attackthat may be made,by force or other-
wise, to extort from him any of those valuable
secretswith which he has been so solemnly in-
trusted,andwhich wasemblematicallyrepr~scnted
upon his first admissioninto the Lodge; —— —
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37. PRUDENCE teachesus to regulateour lives
and actions agreeablyto the dictatesof reason,
andis that habit by which we wisely judge, and
prudentially determine, on all things relative to
our presentas well as to our future happiness.
This virtueshouldbe the peculiar characteristicof
every Mason, not only for the governmentof his
conduct while in the Lodge, but also when abroad
in the world. It should be particularly attended
to in all strangeandmixed companies,neverto let
fall the least sign, word or token, whereby the
secretsof theCraftmaybeunlawfullyobtained:—

38. JUSTICE is that standard,or boundaryof
right, which enablesus to renderto everyman his
just due, without distinction. This virtue is not
only consistentwith divine andhuman laws, but is
the very cementandsupportof civil society; sad,
as justice in a greatmeasureconstitutesthe real
good man, so should, it be the practice of every
Masonncverto deviatefrom theminutestprinciples
thereof;——

39. EnteredApprenticessed their masters
in ancient times, and so they should in modern
times, with freedom,fervency,andzeal,~‘hich are
emblematicallyrepresentedby chalk, charcoal,and
clay. Chalk is said to representfreedom,for upon
the slightesttouchit leavesa tracebehind. Char-
coal is said to representfervency, for to it when
well ignited the most obdurate metals yield; and
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clay, or our motherearth, is said to representzeal,
for as it is constantlyemployedin man’s uses,so
should it as constantlyremind us that as from it
we cameso unto it mustwe all return.

CHARGE AT INITIATION.

40. My Brother: Having passed through the
ceremonies of initiation, allow me to congratulate
you on your admission into our ancient and hon-

orable Society,—ancient,as having existed from
time immemorial; honorable,as tending to make
men so, who arestrictly obedientto its precepts.
It is an Institution having for its foundation the
practiceof thesocialandmoralvirtues. And to so
high an eminencehas its credit been advanced
that,in everyageandcountry,menpre-eminentfor
their moral and intellectual attainments have en~

‘4; uragedand promotedits interests. Nor has it
$ - beenthoughtderogatoryto their dignity thatMon-

archshave, for a season,exchangedthe sceptre
for the trowel, to patronize our mysteries, and join

in ourassemblies.

As aMason you areto regardthevolumeof the
sacred’law as the great light of your profession;
to considerit asthe unerringstandardof truth and
justice, and to regulateyour actionsby the divine
preceptsit contains. In it you will learn the~im-
portantdutiesyou owe to God, your neighbor,and
yourself. To God, by nevermentioninghis name
but with that awe and reverenceWhich are due

TRESvLE—BO ARD.

from thecreatureto his Creator;by imploring his
aid in all your lawful undertakings,andby looking
up to Him, in every emergency,for comfort and
support. To your neighbor, by acting with him
upon the square; by rendering him every kind
office which justice or mercy may require; by re-
lieving his distressesand soothing his afflictions;
and by doing unto him as, in similar cases,you
would that he shoulddo unto you. And to your-
self, by such a prudentand ~eII-regulatedcourse
of discipline asmay bestconduceto thepreserva-
tion of your corporalandmental faculties in their
fullest energy;thereby enablingyou to exert the
talentswherewith Godhas blessedyou, as well to
his glory as to thewelfareof your fellow-creatures.

As a Citizen, you arecnjoined to be exemplary
in the dischargeof your civil duties, by never
proposing. or countenancing,any act which may
havea tendencyto subvert the peaceand good
orderof society; by paying due obedienceto the
laws underwhoseprotectionyou live, andby never
losing sight of the allegiancedue to your country.

As an Individual, you are charged to practice
the domestic virtues. Let Temperancechasten,
Fortitude support, Prudencedirect you, and Jus-
tice be the guideof all your actions. Be especially
careful to maintain, in their fullest splendor, those
truly Masonicornaments,Brotherly Love, Relief,
andTruth.

4
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Finally: Be faithful to the trust committed to
your care,andmanifestyour fidelity to your prins
ciples by a strict observanceof the Constitution-
of theFraternity;by adheringto the ancientland-
marks of the Graft; and by refraining to recom-
mend anyoneto a participation- in our privileges
unless you have strong reasonsto believe that by
a similar fidelity, he wi]l ultimately reflect honoron
our ancientInstitution.

In place of the abovechargeit is pe,’missibleto use
suchothersuitablechargeas theMastermaydesire.

I
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SECO1’~D DEGREE.

FIRST SECTION.

LESSON AT THE RECEPTION.

41. Though I speak with the tonguesof men
and of ange]s,and have not charity, I am become
as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And
though I havethegift of prophecy,andunderstand
all mysteries, and a]l knowledge; and though I
have all faith, so that I could removemounlains,
and have not charity, I am nothing. And though
I bestowall my goods to feed the poor,and though
I give my body to be burned,andhavenot charity,
iI~ profiteth menothing. Charity sufferethlong, and
is ~kind; charity envieth not; charity vauntethnot
itself, is not puffed up, doth not behaveitself un-
seemly;seekethnot her own, is not easilyprovoked,
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoicethIn the truth; bearethall things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
And now abideth,faith, hope,charity, thesethree;
but the greatestof theseis charity.

—1 Cor. xiii.

OR, THES LESSON MAY BE USED.

42. Thus he showedme; andbehold the Lord
stood upon a wall made by a p]umb-line, with a
plumb-line in his hand. And the Lord said unto
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me, Amos, whatseestthou? And I said,a plumb-
line. Then said the Lord, Behold I will set a
plumb-linein the midst of my peopleIsrael;I will
not againpassby themany more.~

I—

—Aniosvii, 7, 8.

The PLUMB, SQUARE, AND LEVEL, are implements
peculiarto this degree.

43. The Plumb is an instrumentmade use of
by operative Masons to try perpendiculars;the
Square, to squaretheir work; a~ad the Level, to
prove horizontals; but we, as free and accepted
Masons,aretaught to makeuseof them for more
noble and glorious purposes. The Plumb admon-
ishes us to walk uprightly in our severalstations
before God and man,squaringour actions by the
squareof virtue, andeverrememberingthatwe are
travehngupon the level of time to “that undis-
covered country from whosebourne no traveler
returns.”

SECOND SECTION.

44. Freemasonryis aprogressivemoralscience,
andis consideredundertwo denominations,oper-
ative and speculative. By OPERATIVE MASONRY,

we allude to a proper apphcationof the useful
rules of architecture,whence a structurewill de-
rive figure, strength,andbeauty,- and from which
will result a due proportion and just correspond-

1”

-i
ii
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ence in all its parts. It\furiiishes us with dwell-
ings and convenientsheltersfrom the vicissitudes
and inclemenciesof the seasons;and while it dis-
plays the effects of humanwisdom,as well in the
choiceas in the arraingementof the sundrymate-
rials of which the edifice is composed,it demon-
stratesthat a fund of ~bienceand industry is im-
planted in man for the best, most salutary,and
beneficentpurposes.

45. By SPECULATIVE MASONRY we learnto sub-
duethepassions,to act upon thesquare,to keepa
tongueof good report, to maintainsecrecy,andto
practice charity. It is so interwovenwith religion
as to lay us underobligationsto pay that rational
homageto the Deity which at onceconstitutesour
duty andour happiness. It leads the contempla-
tive to view with reverenceandadmirationthe glori-
ousworksof thecreation,andinspireshim with the
most exaltedideasof the perfections~f his divine
Creator.

46. We work in speculativeMasonryonly; but
our ani~ient brethrenwrought in operativeas well
as speculative. They workedsix days beforethey
receivedwages;th~y didnot work upontheseventh
f~r in six DA rs God createdthe heavensand the
earth,aild restedupon theseventhday;theseventh,
therefore, our ancient brethren consecratedas a
day of rest from their labors, thereby enjoying
frequentopportunitiesto coptemplatethe glorious
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works of the creation, and to adoretheir great
Creator.

47. At the building of King Solomon’sTemple,
Fellow Craft were received and recordedas such
in the Middle Chamber. In gaining their way
thither, they passedthroughaporch supportedby
two brazenpillars, the oneupon the left handand
the other upon the right. The oneuponthe right
hand was called Jachin; the one upon the left
Boaz. Theoneuponthelefthanddenotesstrength,
the oneupon the right to establish; theytogether
alludeto God’spromiseto David, that “in strength
will I establish this my house forever.” These
pillars were thirty and five cebitshigh, and were
domed with ehapitersof five cubits each,making

all forty cubitsin height Theywereornamentedin
ith lily-work, net-work, and pomegranates,em-
lematical of- peace,umty, andplenty. The lily,

from its purity and the remotesituation in which
it grows, denotesPeace;thenet-work, from the in-
timateconnectionof itsseveralparts,denotesUnity;
and the pomegranate,from the exuberanceof its
seed, denotesPlenty. These pillars were further
adornedby apommelor ball upon thetop of each,
representing the GLOBES, celestial and terres-
trial, on the convex surfacesof which are repre-
sentedthe countries,seas,andvariouspartsof th~
earth,the faceof theheavens,theplanetaryrevolif-
tions, andother particulars
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-Their principal use, besidesserving as mapsto
distinguishthe outwardpartsof the earth,andthe
situation of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and ex-

plain thephenomenaarisingfrom the annualrevo-
lution; and diurnal rotation of the earth round
its own axis. They are valuable instrumentsfor
improving the mind andgiving it the most distinct
ideaof any problem or proposition,as well as en-
abling it to solvethe same. Contemplatingthese
bodies,we areinspired with a due reverencefor
the Deity and his works, and are induced to en-
couragethe studiesof astrenomy,geography,navi-

gation, andtheartsdependenton them, by which
societyhasbeenso muchbenefited. They denote
theuniversabtyof Freemasonry.

Thesepillars were hollow, thebetterto serveas

safe
repositories for the Archives of Masonry against

inundationandconflagration,and were castin the
clay ground of Jordan,betweenSiiccoth and Zere-
datha, where all the holy vessels for King Solomon’s

Templewerecastby Hiram Abiff, awidow’s son,of
the tribe of NTaphtali.

48. Passingthrough this porch we come to a
flight of Winding Stairs, consisting of three, five,
and sevensteps. The -three steps allude to the
first threedegreesin Freemasonry,namely,Entered
Apprentice,Fellow Craft, andMasterMason; they
also allude to the first three officers of a Lodge,
the WorshipfulMaster, theSeniorWarden,andthe
JuniorWarden. . - a

__ a - -
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/
49. The five step~,~alludeto the five orders in

Architecture. By oaDER,’=i ARcmTEcTXiRE is
meantasystemof all themembers,proportions,and
ornamentsof columnsandpilasters;or, it is aregu-
lar an~angement~ofthe projectingpartsof a build-
ing, which, united with thoseof a column, form a

‘1 beautiful, perfect,andcompletewhole
From thefirst formation of society,order in ar-

chitecturemay be traced. When the rigor of the
seasonsfirst obliged men to contrive shelterfrom
the inclemencyof the weather,we learnthat they
first planted treeson end, and then laid others
across,to support a covering. The bandswhich
connectedthosetreesat top andbottomaresaid to
havegiven riseto the ideaof thebaseandcapitalof
pillars; and from this simple hint originally pro-
ceededthemoreimprovedartof architecture.

50. Thefive ordersarethusclassed:theTuscan,
the Doric, the Ionic, the Corinthian,andtheCom-
posite.

51. TheTUSCAN is the mostsimple andsolid of
thefiveorders It wasinventedin Tuscany,whence
it derivesits name. Its column is sevendiameters
high; andits capital, base,andentablaturehavebut
few mouldings. The simplicity of the construction
of this column rendersit eligible whereornament
wouldbesuperfluous.

52. TEE Donic, which is plain andnatural, is
he most ancient,andwasinventedby the Greeks.K column is eight diametershigh, andhasseldom
Its
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anyornamentson baseor capital, exceptmouldings,
though thefrieze is distinguishedby trigl~pbs and
metopes,andtriglyphs composethe ornamentsof

- the frieze. The solid composition of this order
gives it a preferencein structureswhere strength
andnoblesimplicity arechiefly required.

53. The Doric is the best proportioned of all
the orders. The severalparts of which it is com-
posedare foundedon thenaturalposition of’ solid
bodies. In its first invention it was more simple
than in its presentstate. In after times, when it
beganto be adorned,it gainedthe nameof Doric;
for ‘when it was constructedin its primitive and
simple form the name of Tuscan was conferred

• upon it. Hence,the Tuscanprecedesthe Doric in
rank,on accountof its resemblanceto thatpillar in,
its originalstate.

• 54. TEE IoNic bearsa kind of meanproportion,
betweenthemoresolid andthemoredelicateorders.
Its column is nine diametershigh; its capital is
adornedwith volutes, and its cornice hasdentils,
Thereareboth delicacyandingenuity displayedin
this pillar, the invention of which is attributedto
the Ionians, as the famous temple of Diana, at
Ephesus,wasof this order. It is said to havebeen
formed after the model of an agreeableyoung
woman, of an elegantshape dressedin her hair;
in contrast to the Doric order, which was formed
afterthat of astrong,robustman.
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55. The CoiiimmynxAN, the richest of the five
orders,is deemeda masterpieceof art. Its column
is ten diametershigh, and its capital is adorned
with two rows of leaves,and eight vohutes, which
sustainthe abacus. The frieze is ornamentedwith
curious devices, the cornice with dentils and mo-
dillions.

This order is used in stately andsuperbstruct-
ures. It wasinventedat Corinth,by Callimachus,
who is said to have taken the hint of the pillar
from the following remarkablecircumstance: Ac-
cidentallypassingby the tomb of ayoung lady, he
perceiveda basket of toys, covered with a tile,
placedoveran acanthusroot,—it havingbeenleft
thereby her nurse. As thebranchesgrew up they
ecinpassedthe basket till, arriving at the tile,
theymet with an obstruction,andbentdownwards
Calhmachus,struckwith the object,setaboutimi-
tatingthe figure. Thevaseof the capitalhemade
to representthe basket;the abacus,the tile, and
thevolutes, thebendingleaves.

56. TEE CoMi’ossm is compoundedof the other
orders, and was contrived by the Romans. its
capital has the two rows of leavesof the Corin-
thian, an&thevolutesof theIonic. Its columnhas
the quarter-round,as in the Tuscan and Done
orders;is ten diametershigh; and its cornice has
dentils, andsimple modilhions. This pillar is gen-
erally found in buildingswherestrength,elegance,
andbeautyaredisplayed.
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57. The ancientandoriginal ordersof architec-
ture, esteemedby Masons,areno more than three
—the Doric, the Jonic~ andthe Corinthian,which
were inventedby the Greeks To thesethe Ro-
mans have added two—the Tuscan, which they
made plainerthan the Done, and the Composite,
which wasmoreornamental,if not morebeautiful,
than the Corinthian. The first threeordersalone,
however,showinvention and particular character
and essentiallydiffer from each other; the two
othershave nothing but what is borrowed, and
differ only accidentally. The Tuscanis theDoric
in itsearlieststate;andthe Compositeis theCorin-
thian, enrichedwith the Ionic. To the Greeks,
therefore,andnot to the Romans,we are indebted
for what is great, judicious,and distinct in archi~
tecture.

~ 58. The five steps further allude to the five
sensesof humannature,namely: Hearing,Seeing,
Feeling,Smelling,andTasting.

59. HEARIAG is that senseby which we distin-

guish sounds,and are capableof appreciatingthe
agreeablecharmsof music. By it we areenabled
to enjoy the pleasuresof society, and reciprocally
to communicateto each other our thoughts and
intentions,our purposesanddesires;andthus our
reasonis renderedcapable of exerting its utmost
powersthat ourhappinessmay becomplete.
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60. SEEiNO is thatsenseby whichwe distinguish
objects,and, in an instant of time, without change
of placeor situation, view armies in battlearray,
figures of the most stately structures,and all the
agreeablevariety as displayedin the landscapeof
nature. By this sense,we find our way on the
pathlessocean, traversethe globe of earth,deter-
mine its figure and dimensions, and delineate
anyregionor quarter of it. By it we measurethe
planetaryorbs and make new discoveries in the
sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more; by it we
perceivethetempersanddispositions,thepassions
and affections,of our fellow creatureswhen they
wish most to conceal them; so that, though the
tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble, the
countenancewill display the hypocrisyto the dis-
cerningeye. In fine, the raysof light which ad-
minister to this senseare the most astonishing
partsof the animatedcreation, andrenderthe eye
apeculiarobjectof admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. 4he
structureof the eye and its appurtenancesevinces
theadmirablecontrivanceof naturefor performing
all its various eicternalandinternal motions; while
thevariety displayedin theeyesof differentanimals
suited to their severalways of life, clearly demon-
stratesthis organto bethe masterpieceof nature’s
works.

61. FEELiNO is that sense by which we dis-

tinguish the different qualities of bodies; such as
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heat and cold, hardnessand softness, roughness
and smoothness,figure, solidity, motion, and ex-
tension.

62. These three senses—HearingSeeing, and
Peeling~aredeemedpeculiarlyessentialto Masons:
for by the senseof IRearmg we hearthe word; by
that of Seeingwe perceivethe sign;andby that of
Feeling we receivethe grip or token, wherebyone
brothermay know anotherin thedark as well as
in thelight.

63 SMELLiNO is that sense by which we dis-
tinguish odors, the variouskinds of which convey
different impressionsto the mind Animal and
vegetablebodies, and indeed- most other bodies,
while exposedto the air, continually send forth
efiluvia of vast subtility, as well in the state of bfe
and growth as in the state of fermentationand
~ntrefaction These effluvia, being drawn into

~ostrilsalong with the air, arethe meansby
ii all bodiesaresmelled. Hence,it is evident

~ there is a manifest appearanceof design in
the great Creator’s having planted the organ of
smell in the inside of that canalthrough which the
air continuallypassesin respiration.

64. TASTING enablesus to makeproperdistinc-
tion in the choiceof ourfood. The organ of this
senseguardsthe entranceof the alimentary canal,
as that of smelling guards the entrance of the
canalfor respiration. From the situation of both
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theseorgans,it is plain that they wereintendedby
nature to distinguish wholesomefood from that
which is nauseous Everything that enters into
the stomachmust undergothe scrutiny of tasting;
by it we are capable of discerningthe changes
which the samebody undergoesin the different
compositionsof art, cookery,chemistry,pharmacy,
etc.

Smelling and tasting are inseparablyconnected;
andit is by the unnatural kind of life men com-
monly lead in societythat thesesensesarerendered
lessfit to performtheir naturaloffices.

65. TheSevenStepsalludeto theSevenLiberal
Arts andSciences,which are Grammar,Rhetoric,
Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, Music, and Astron-
omy.

66- GRAMMARis thekey by which alonea door
can be openedto the understandingof speech. It
is Grammarwhich revealsthe admirableart of
languageandunfolds its variousconstituentparts,
its names,definitions, andrespectiveoffices; it un-
ravels, as it were, the threadof which the web of
speechis composed. Thesereflectionsseldom oc-
cur to anyonebefore their acquaintancewith the
art; yet it is most certainthat without a knowl-
edgeof Grammar,it is very difficult to speakwith
propriety, precision,andpurity.

67. It is by RHETORic that the art of speaking
eloquentlyis acquired. To bean eloquentspeaker,

4’
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in the propersenseof the word, is far from being
eitheracommon or an easyattainment. it is the
art of being persuasiveand commanding;the art
not only of pleasingthefancy,but of speakingboth
to theunderstandingandto theheart.

65. Loaic is that sciencewhich directsus how
to form clear and distinct ideas of things, and
therebypreventsus from being misled by their
similitude or resemblance. Of all the human sci-
ences,thatconcerningman’smind is certainly most
worthy of man The precisebusinessof Logic is
to explain the nature of the humanmind, and th~
propermannerof conductingits severalpowersin
the attainment of truth and knowledge. This
scienceoughtto be cultivatedas thefoundationor
groundwork of our inquiries: particularly in the
pursuit of thosesublimeprincipleswhich claim our
attentionasMasons.

69. ARITHMETIC is the art of numbering, or
that part of the mathematicswhich considersthe
propertiesof numbersin general. We havebut a
very imperfect idea of things, without quantity,
andas imperfect of quantity of itself, without the
helpof Arithmetic. All theworks of theAlmighty
are made in number,weight, andmeasure;there-
fore, to understandthem rightly, we ought to un-
derstandarithmeticalcalculations;andthe greater
advancementwe make in the mathematicalsci-
encesthe more capablewe shall be of considering
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suchthings as arethe ordinary objectsof our con-
ceptions,and betherebyled to a more com~irehen•
sive knowledgeof ourgreatCreator,andthe works
of thecreation.

70. GEOMETRY, or the fifth science,is the most
reveredby Masons. It treatsof the powersand
propertiesof magnitudesin general,wherelength,
breadth, and thickness are considered,—froma
point to aline, from a line to a superfice,andfrom
asuperficeto asolid.

A point is the beginningof all Geometricalmat-
ter,or an indivisible partof space.

A line is apoint continued,or afigure of one
capacity,namely,length.

A superficeis afigure of two dimensions,namely,
lengthandbreadth.

A solid is a figure of threedimensions,namely,
length, breadth.andthickness,which form a cube
andcomprehendthe whole.

By this sciencethearchitect is enabledto con-
struct his plansand executehis designs;the gen-
eral,to arrangehis soldiers;the engineer,to mark
out groundsfor encampments;the geographer,to
give us the dimensionsof the world, and all things
therein contained, to delineatethe extent of • the
seas,and specify the divisions of empires,king-
doms,andprovinces. By it, also, theastronomer
is enabledto makehis observationsof tim~sand
seasons,years, and cycles. In fine, Geometryis
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the foundation of architecture, and the root of
mathematics.

71. Music is that elevatedsciencewhich affects
the passionsby sound. There are few who have
not felt its charms, and acknowledgedits expres-
sions to be intelligible to the heart. It is a lan-
guageof delightful sensationsfar moreelegantthan
words; it breathesto the earthe clearestintima-
tions; it touchesand gently agitatesthe agreeable
and sublime passions;it wraps us in melancholy,
and elevatesus in joy; it dissolvesand inflames;
it melts us in tenderness,and excitesus to war.
This scienceis truly congenialto thenatureof man;
for by its powerful charms the most discordant
passionsmay be harmonizedandbrought into per-
feet unison;but it neversoundswith suchseraphic
harmonyas when employed in singing hymns of
gratitudeto theCreatorof theuniverse.

72 ASTRONOMY iS that sublime science which
inspiresthe contemplativemind to soar aloft and
read the wisdom, strength, and beauty of the
greatCreatorin theheavens. flow nobly eloquent
of the Deity is the celestialhemisphere,—spangled
with the most magnificentheraldsof His infinite
glory They speak to the whole universe; for
there is neitherspeechso barbarousbut their lan-
guageis understood,nornation so distant but their
voicesareheardanfongatthem.

The Iieavena proclaim the glory of God;
The firmament deelareti, the work of hia hands.
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Assisted by Astronomy, we ascertainthe laws
which govern the heavenlybodies,and by which
their motions are directed; investigatethe power
by which they circulate in their orbits, discover
their size, determinetheir distance;explain their
various phenomena,andcorrect the fallacy of the
sensesby the light of truth.

OF THE MORAL ADvANTAGEs OF GEOMETRY.

73. GEOMETRY, thefirst andnoblest of sciences,
is the basis on which the superstructureof Free-
masonryis erected. By Geometry, we may curi-
ously trace nature through her various windings
to her most concealedrecesses. By it we discover
the power, wisdom, and goodnessof the great
Artificer of the universe, and view with delight
the proportionswhich connectthis vast machine.
By it we discover how the planetsmove in their
respective orbits, and demonstratetheir various
revolutions. By it we accountfor the return of
the seasonsandthe variety of changeswhich each
seasondisplaysto the discerningeye. Numberless
worlds are around us, all framed by the same
Divine Artist, which roll throughthe vast expanse,
andare all conductedby the sameunerringlaw of
nature

A surveyof nature,and the observationof her
beautifulproportions,first determinedman to imi-
tate the divine plan, and study symmetry and
order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to
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every useful art. The architect beganto design;
andthe planswhich he laid down, beingimproved
by time and experience, have produced works
whicharethe admirationof everyage. The lapse
of time, the ruthlesshand of ignorance,and the
devastationsof war, have laid wasteand destroyed
many valuablemonumentsof antiquity, on which
the utmost exertionsof human genius have been
employed. Even the Temple of Solomon,so spa-
ciousandmagnificent,andconstructedby so many
celebratedartists, escapednot the unsparingrav-
ages of barbarous force. Freemasonry, notwith-
standing, bas still survived. The attentive ear re-
ceives the sound from the instructive tonQue, and
the mysteriesof Masonryaresafely lodgedin the
repository of faithful breasts. Tools and imple-
mentsof architecture,most expressive,areselected
by the Fraternity to imprint on the memory wise
and serious truths; and thus through a succession
of agesaretransmittedunimpairedthe most excel-
lent tenetsof ourInstitution.

cHARGE AT PASSING.

74. My Brother:—Beingadvancedto the second
degreeof Freemasonry,I congratulateyou on your
preferment.

Masonry is a progressiveand moral science,di-
vided into different degrees;and as its principles
and mystic ceremoniesare regularlydevelopedand
illustrated,it is intendedandhopedtheywill make
adeepandlasting impressionon themind.
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It is unnecessaryto recapitulatethedutieswhich,
as a Fellow Craft, you are bound to discharge.
Your general good reputationaffords satisfactory
assurancethatyou will not sufferany consideration
to induceyou to act in anymannerunworthyof the
respectablecharacteryou now sustain;but, on the
contrary, that you will ever display the discretion
thevirtue, and thedignity whichbecomesa worthy

2 andexemplaryMason.
Our laws and regulationsyou are strenuously

to support;andbe alwaysreadyto assistin seeing
them duly executed. You are not to palliate or
aggravatethe offencesof your brethren;but in the
decisionof everytrespassagainstourrules,you are
to judgewith candor,admonishwith friendship,and
reprehendwith justice.

The impressive lessonsof this degreeare calcu-
lated to inculcateupon the mind of the novitiate
the importanceof the study of the liberal artsand
sciences,—especiallyof the noblescienceof Geom-
etry, which forms the basis of Freemasonry;and
which, being of a divine andmoral nature, is en-
riched with the most usefulknowledge;for while
it proves the wonderful propertiesof nature, it
demonstratesthemoreimportanttruthsof morality.
To thestudyof Geometry,therefore,your attention

is especiallydirected.
Your pastregular deportmentand upright con-

duct have merited the honor we have conferred
In your presentcharacterit is expectedthat at all

p.
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our assembliesyou will observethe solemnitiesof
our ceremonies,that you will preservethe ancient
usagesand customsof the Fraternitysacredand
inviolate, and thus, by your example,induceothers
to holdthem in dueveneration.

Such is the nature of your engagementsas a
Fellow Craft, and to a due observanceof them
you arehound by the strongestties of fidelity and
honor.

In place of theabovecharge it is permissibleto use
suchothersuitablechargeas the Mostermcydesire.
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THIRD DEGREE

FIRST SECTION.

LESSON AT THE RECEPTION.

75. Remembernow thy Creatorin the days of
thy youth, while the evil days comenot, nor the
yearsdraw nigh, when thou shalt say, I haveno
pleasurein them; while the sun, or the light, or
the moon, or the stars be not darkened,nor the
clouds return after the rain; in the day when the
keepersof the houseshall tremble, and the strong
men shall bow themselves,and the grinders shall
ceasebecausethey are few, and thosethat look
out of the windows be darkened;and the doors
shall beshut in the streets,when the soundof the
grinding is low, andhe shall rise up at the voice of
the bird, and all the daughtersof music shall be
brought low; also, when they shall he afraid of
that which is high, and fearsshall be in the way,
and the almond tree shall flourish, andthe grass-
hoppershall be aburden, anddesireshall fail, be-
causemangoethto his long home,andthemourn-
ers go aboutthe streets;or ever thesilver cord be
loosed,or thegoldenbowl bebroken,or the pitcher
be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken
at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the
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earthas it was; and the spirit shall return unto
God who gaveit.

—Red.xii.

All the implementsof Masonry, i~ndsscriminateiy,
properlybelong to the brethrenof this degree,andmay
be illustrated in this section. The Trowel, however,
fs more particularly referred to.

76. TheTROwEL lSaninstrumentmadeuseof by
operativeMasonsto spreadthecementwhichunites
the building into one common mass;but we, as
free andacceptedMasons,are taught to makeuse
of it for the more noble and glorious purposeof
spreadingthe cement of brotherly love and affec-
tion,—thatcementwhich unitesus into one sacred
band, or society, of friends and brothers, among
whom no contentionshould ever exist, but that
noble contention,or ratheremulation, of who best
canwork andbestagree.

SECOND SECTION.

This section recites the historic traditions. of the
Craft, and presentsto view a picture of great moral
sublimity. It exemplifiesan instanceof virtue and
firmnessseldomequalled, andneverexcelled.

PRAYER DURING THE CEREMONY.

77. Almighty andEternalGod; GreatArchitect
andRuler of the Universe;at whose creativefiat
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all things were made;we, the frail creaturesol
thy Providence,humbly imploretheeto pourdown
on this convocation,assembledin thy holy name,
the continualdew of thy blessing. And we espe-
cially beseechthee to impart thy graceto this thy
servant,who offers himself a candidateto partake
with us the mysterioussecretsof a MasterMason.
Enduehim with suchfortitude that,in thehour of
trial, he faint not; but passhim safely,underthy
protection, through the valley of the shadowof
death,thathe may finally arise from the tomb of
transgression,and shineas the stars,forever and
ever. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

78 Thefollowing lines may besung:

1.

Solemnstrikesthe funeralchime,
Notesof ourdepartingtime;
As we journey herebelow,
Througha pilgrimageof woe.

II.

-Mortalsnow indulge atear,
For mortality is near;
Seehow wide her trophieswave,
O’er the slumbersof the grave.
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111
Hereanotherguestwe bring:
Seraphof celestialwing,
To ourfuneral altarcome,
Waft ourFriendandBrotherhome.

IV
Lord of all l below,above,
Fill our heartswith truth andlove:
Whendissolvesourearthlytie,
Takeusto thy Lodgeon high.

PRAYER AT THE RAISING.

79. Thou, 0 GOD, kuiowest our down-sitting
andour up-rising,andunderstandestour thoughts
afar off. Shield and defend us from the evil in-
tentionsof our enemies,andsupportus underthe
trials andafflictions we aredestinedto endurewhile
travelingthroughthis vale of tears. Man that is
born of a woman is of few days,andfull of trouble.
He comethforth as a flower, andis cut down; he
fleethalso asashadow,andcontinueth not. See-
ing his days are determined,the numberof his
months,are with thee; thou hast appointed his
boundsthat he cannot pass; turn from him, that
he may resttill he shall accomplish,as an hireling,
his day. For there is hopeof a tree, if it be cut
down,that it will sproutagain,andthat thetender
branchthereol will not cease. But mandieth and

-k
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wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the ghost
and where is he? As the watersfail from the
sea, and the flood decayeth and dryeth up, so
manlieth down,andrisethnot up till the heavens
shall be no more. Yet, 0 LORD; havecompas-
sion on the children of Thy creation; administer
them comfort in time of trouble, and savethem
with aneverlastingsalvation. Amen.

Response—SOmoteit be.

THIRD SECTION.

This section illustrates certain hieroglyphical em-
blems, and inculcates many useful and impressive
moral lessons. It aiso detm2s many particulars
t~elative to the building of the TempLeat Jerusalem.

— Whichmagnificentstructurewasfoundedin
the fourth year of the reign of King Solomon,on
the secondday of the montb Zif, which is the sec-
ond month of the sacredyear It was locatedon
Mount Moriah, nearthe placewhereAbrahamwas
about to offer up his eonTsaac, andwhereDavid
met andappeasedthe destroyingangel. Josephus
informs us that, although more than sevenyears
were occupied in building it, yet, duringthewhole
term, it did not rain in thedaytime,that thework-
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men might not beobstructedin their labor. From
sacredhistory we also learnthat therewasneither
hammer,nor axe,noranytool of iron, heardin the
housewhile it was in building. It is metaphorically
said to havebeensupportedby threegreatpillars
denominated Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.
They are representedby our threeAncient Grand
Masters—Solomon,King of Israel, Hiram, King of
Tyre, andHiram Abiff.

Solomon, King of Israel, is said to have repre-
sentedWisdom, as it was his wisdom that con-
trived the mighty fabric which immortalized his
name. Hiram, King of Tyre, is saidto haverepre-
sentedStrength, for by his counselshe strength-
enedthehandsof King Solomon in his noble and
gloriousundertakings;andHiram AbuT is said to
haverepresentedBeauty,for by his cunning con-
trivanceandcuriousworkmanshipthe Templewas
beautifiedand adorned.

It is furthersaidto havebeensupportedby four-
teen hundred and fifty-three columns, and two
thousandnine hundredandsix pilasters,all hewn
from the finest parian marble. There were em-
ployed in its building, threeGrandMasters; three
thousandand threehundredMasters,or overseers
of the work; eighty thousandFellow Craft, or
hewers in the mountains;and seventy thousand
EnteredApprentices,or bearersof burden. All
thesewere classedand arrangedin such manner,
by thewisdom of Solomon,that neitherenvy,dis-
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cord, nor confusion wassuffered to interrupt or
disturb th& peaceand good fellowship which pre-
vailed amongthe workmen.

In front of the magnificent porch were placed
the two celebratedpillars, Boaz and Jachin,oneon
theleft, andone on the right. Theyaresupposed
to have been placed thereas a memorial to the
childrenof Israelof the happydeliveranceof their
forefathersfrom Egyptian bondage,and in com-
memoration of the miraculouspillars of fire and
cloud. The pillar of fire gavelight to the Israel-
ites, and facilitated their march, and the cloud
proveddarknessto Pharaohandhis host, andre-
tarded their pursuit.

King Solomon, therefore, ordered these pillars
to beplacedat the entranceof the Temple,as the
most conspicuouspart, that the children of Israel
might have the happy event continually before
their eyes, in going to and returningfrom divine
worship.

~ Si. Therearetwo classesof Emblemsattached
to this degree, the first of which consistsof the
Three Steps,the Pot of Incense, the Bee-Hive,
the Book of Constitutionsguardedby the Tyler’s
Sword theSwordpointing to the NakedHeart, the
All-Seciug Eye, the Anchor and Ark, the Forty-
SeventhProblem of Euclid, the Hour Glass, and
Scythe.

82. THE THREE STEPS usually delineated upon

the Master’sCarpet,areemblematicalof thethree
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principal stagesof human life, viz.: youth, man-
hood,andage. In youth, as EnteredApprentices,
we ought industriously to occupyourminds in the

p attainmentof useful knowledge; in manhood, as
Fellow Craft, we should apply our knowledge to
the dischargeof our respectivedutiesto God, our
eighhor,andourselves;thatso, in age,as Master

Masons,we may enjoy the happy reflection con-
sequenton awell spentlife, anddie in the hope of
agloriousimmortality.

83. THE POT OF INCENSE lS an emblemof a
purebeart,which is alwaysan acceptablesacrifice
to the Deity; andas this glows with fervent heat,
so should our heartsglow with gratitudeto the
greatandbeneficentAuthor of ourexistencefor the
manifold blessingsandcomfortswe enjoy.

84. THE BEE-HIVE is an emblemof industry,
and recommendsthe practiceof that virtue to all
createdbeings,from the highestseraphin heaven,
to the lowest reptile of the dust. It teachesus
that, as we cameinto the world rational and in-
telligent beings, so we should ever he industrious
ones; never sitting down contented, while our
fellow-creaturesaroundus are in want, especially
when it is in our power to relieve them, without
inconvenienceto ourselves.

When we take a surveyof nature,we view man
in his infancy, more helplessandindigent than the
brute creation;he lies languishingfor days,months,
and years, totally incapableof providing susten-
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ancefor himself, of guardingagainstthe attacks
of,the wild beastsof the field, or shelteringhimself
from theinclemenciesof theweather. -

it might havepleasedthegreatCreatorof heaven
and earth to make man independentof all other
beings;but, as dependenceis one of the strongest
bonds of society, mankind were made dependent
on eachother for protectionandsecurity,as they
therebyenjoy betteropportunitiesof fulfilling the
dutiesof reciprocallove andfriendship. Thuswas
man formedfor social and activelife, the noblest
part of the work of God; andhe that will so de-
mean himself as not to be endeavoringto add to
the commonstockof knowledgeandunderstanding,
may be deemeda drone in the hive of nature,a
uselessmemberof society,andunworthyof ourpro-
tection as Masons.

85. THE BooK OP CONSTITUTIONS GUARDED

BY THE TYLER’S SWORD,remindsus that we should
be ever watchful and guarded in our thoughts,
words, and actions, particularly when before
the uninitiated; ever bearing in remembrance
thosetruly Masonic virtues, silenceand circum-
~pection.

86 THE Sworw POINTING TO ¶I~HE NAKED
REART, demonstratesthat justice will sooner or
later overtake us; and although our thoughts,
words, and actions,may be hiddenfrom the eyes
of man, yet the ALL-SEEING Evie, -whom the Sun,
Moon, andStarsobey, andunder who~e watchful
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care even cometsperform their stupendousrevo-
lutions, pervadesthe inmost recessesof the human
heart, andwill rewardus according to our merits.

87. THE ANCHOR AND ARK are emblems of a
well groundedhope, anda well spent life. They
are emblematicalof that divine ark which safely
waftsus overthis tempestuousseaof troubles,and
thatanchorwhichshall safely moor us in a peaceful
harbor, wherethe wicked ceasefrom troubling, and
the wearyshall find rest. ,.

88. THE FORTF—SEVENTHPROBLEM OF EUCLID

was an invention of the ancient philosopher, the
greatPythagoras,who in his travelsthroughAsia,
Africa, and Europe, wasinitiated into severalor-
dersof Priesthood,andis said to havebeenraised
to the sublime degreeof a Master Mason. This
wise philosopherenrichedhis mind abundantl~rin
a generalknowledgeof things, and more especially
in Geometry,or Masonry. Onthis subjecthedrew
out manyproblemsandtheorems;andamong the
most distinguished,he erected this, when, in tho
joy of his heart, he exclaimedEureka, signifying
in the Grecianlanguage,I havefound it; andupon
tb~discoveryof which, he is saidto havesaciificed
ahecatomb. ft teachesMasonsto begenerallovers
of the artsandsciences.

89. THE HOUR-GLASS is an emblemof human
life. l3chold how swiftly the sandsrun, and how
rapidly our lives aredrawing to a close. We can-
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not, without astonishment,beholdthe little par-
tides which are containedin this machine, how
they passaway almost imperceptibly, andyet, to
our surprise,in the short spaceof an hour, they
are all exhausted. Thus wastesman; to-day he
puts forth the tender leavesof hope; to-morrow
blossoms,andbearshis blushinghonorsthick upon
him; the next day comesa frost, which nips the
shoot; and when he thinks his greatnessis still
aspiring, he falls, like autumnleaves,to enrich our
mother earth.

90. THE SCYTHE is an emblem of time, which
cuts thebrittle threadof hfe, andlaunchesus into
eternity. Behold what havoc the scytheof time
-makes among the human race; if by chancewe
should escapethenumerousevils incident to child-
hoodand youth, and,with healthand vigor, arrive
to theyearsof manhood,yet withal we must soon
be cut down by the all-devouringScythe of time,
and be gatheredinto the land where our fathers
havegonebeforeus.

91. The secondclass consistsof the Common
Jr

Gavel,the Coffin, theSpade,and theSprig of Aca-
cia. They are thusexplained.

92. Thus, my brother,we close the explanation
of the emblems,uponthesolemnthoughtof d?ath;
which, without revelation, is dark and glo5my;

- but the Christian is suddenlyrevived by an ever-
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green,ever-living sprig of Faith in the meritsof the
Lion of the tribe of Judah,which inspireshim to
look forward with calmnessand composureto a
blessedimmortality; so thathe doubtsnot, that on
the glorious morn of the Resurrection,the body
will be raised,and becomeas incorruptible as the
soul.

CHARGEAT THE HAISING.

93. My Brother:—Yourzealfor our Institution,
the progressyou havemadein our mysteries,and
your steadyconformity to our useful regulations,
havepointed you out as a proper objectfor this
peculiarmarkof ourfavor.

Duty andhonornow alike bind you to befaithful
to everytrust; to support the dignity of your char-
acteron all occasions,and strenuouslyto enforce,
by preceptandexample,asteadyobedienceto the
tenetsof Freemasonry Exemplary conduct on
your part will convincetheworld that merit is the
just title to ourprivileges,andthaton youourfavors
havenot beenundeservedlybestowed

As aMasterMason,you areauthorizedto correct
the irregularities of your less informed brethren;

tcu fortify their minds againstthe snaresof the in-
sidious,andto guardthemagainsteveryallurement
to vicious practices. To preserveunsullied therep~
utation of theFraternity,ought to beyour constant
care; and, therefore,it becomesyour province to
cadtionthe inexperiencedagainsta breachof fidel-

/
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ity. To your inferiors in rank or office you areto
recommendobedience and submission; to your
equals, courtesyandaffability; to your superiors,
kindness and condescension Universal benevo-
lence you are zealouslyto inculcate:andby the
regularityof your own conduct,endeavorto remove
every aspersionagainstthis venerableInstitution.
Ourancientlandmarksyouarecarefully to preserve,
andnot to suffer them, on any pretence,to be in-
fringed, or countenance a deviation from our estab-

lished customs.
Your honorandreputationareconcernedin sup-

porting with dignity the respectablecharacteryou
now bear. Let no motive, therefore, make you
swervefrom your duty, violate your vows, or be-
tray your trust; but be true andfaithful, andmu-
tatetheexampleof thatcelebratedartist whomyou
have this day represented. Thus you will render
yourself deservingof the honor which we have
conferred, and worthy of the confidencewe have
reposedin you.

In placeof the abovechargeit is permissvbleto use
suchothersuitable chargeas theMastermaydesire.
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