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Foreword

T the Thirty-ninth annual assembly of the Grand Im-
perial Council, held at the City of Topcka, Kas., on June
16, 1911, the Special Committee raised at the annual
assembly of 1910 reported back a revision and codifica-
tion of the Laws of the Constantinan Orders of Chivalry, which
report was duly adopted At the same session the Constitution
was amended m several particulars  Thereupon the Grand Re-
corder was directed to canse the said report of the Comnnttec,
together with the amended Constitution and all statutes, edicts and
resolutions now in force, to be printed for the use of the Grand
Imperial Council.  In complance with such directions. this pam-
phlet has been prepared
So much of the edition of the Laws publshed 1 1902 as
would seem to be of present interest has been retamed, inchiding
the English Constitution m force when the Grand Imperial Couneil
was orgamzed m the vear 1872 The text of this document i3
taken from the authorized publication thereof by the Grand Impe-
rial Council of Iingland in 1868
The compiler trusts that lns work may be accepted as a cor-
rect exposition of the present condition of the law govermmng the
Orders mn the United States.
Our thanks are also due to R. M. Johnson & Son, of Chicago,
111, and to The M C Lillev & Co, of Columbus, Ohio, for the use
of the cuts of jewels and regalia, which they respectively furnished
without cost to the Grand Imperial Council.

G. WV,

Chicago, Jan 20, 1912



LAWS OF THE

Organic Laws
of the Constantinian Orders

INTRODUCTION

By GEO W WARVELLE, P. G S

The onigin of the Constantimian Orders, as parts of the Ma-
sonic system, i1s unknown Tradition ascribes their introduction to
various sourccs. There 1s authentic evidence, however, to show
that they were known and practiced in England, under Masonic
auspices, as eaily as the year 1783 Dy the year 1796 they had
assumed the form of regular orders with a responsible head and
recognized laws  What these laws were we do not not know In
1808 a further organization was effected by the adoption of a con-
stitution  No copy of this document 1s now known to exist, and
we are ignorant of its provisions.

It would seem, however, that it provided for the establishment
of a capitulary, which was variously known as “Grand Council,”
“Grand Chapter,” and “High Counal,” and this became the gov-
erning body. The chief was known as “Grand Master,” and the
titles of the other officers followed the terms then employed in
the vartous chancelaries of the chivalric orders of Europe. The
meetings of this body were held at the Freemasons’ Tavern n
London, and the old minutes of the same are still extant.

The name by which the order was known was “The Illustrious
Order of the Red Cross.” The members were divided mto two
classes, known respectively as the Knights of the Noviciate Cross
(or Lesser Cross) and Knights of the Grand Cross. It does not
appear that there were any subordinate bodies corresponding to
our present conclaves, and noviciates were created by the members
of the superior grade at their pleasure, at such times and in such
places as best suited their convenience. These investitures or
installations seem to have been wholly informal, as no reference
1s made to a ritual, and probably consisted of nothing more than
the simple formula of knighthood. The Grand Cross, however,
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could only be confeired m the Fligh Council of the Order and
after a unammous election

By 1813 the 1dea of subordinate chapters seems to have been
presented, but nothing, so far as the records disclose. was done
with respect to thetr establishment, and the old practice of ind:-
vidual creation of novicate crosses continued for many years
thereafter. Aspirants for the Grand Cross were requred to be
regularly proposed, and elected, whereupon they were “mtroduccd
and admitted,” and required to “make their offcrings according to
ancient custom’ What the ceremony of nstallation was we co
not know, but our tradition says that about this tune (1813) the
present ritual of the “first pomnt” was constructed by Fra Waller
Rodwell Wright, then the chief of the Order, and there 1s other
evidence to show that a ceremony very hke that now in use was
known in 1824

On July 9, 1813, the Duke of Sussex became Grand Master,
but the Order seems to have langwished under his sway, and for a
number of years prior to his death, in 1843, no bfe is discernible.
A few of the Grand Crosses contmnued to exercise their ancient
prerogative of creating noviciates, and from time to Lime & nums
ber of distmguished members of the craft were reccived in (his
manner These Kmghts Compantons, 1t is asserted, el oceas
sionally at the Crown Tavern, in London, and thus maintained an
ostensible orgamzation. It is also claimed that nunutes of these
meetings were kept, but thus far none have come to light.

Thus matters stood 1n the month of May, 1863, when a few
Kmghts Companions came together and reconstituted the Grand
Council and proceeded to reestablish the Order on a new and 1m-
proved basis A constitution was adopted which essentially
changed the old methods and mtroduced a number of grades and
dignities that theretofore seem to have been unknown. The Grand
Council became the supreme governing body, but provision was
made for a further body styled the General Grand Conclave. This
body was composed of the Grand Imperial Council, the Grand
Senate of Sovereigns and Grand College of Viceroys. It met tri-
ennially for the despatch of busimess, but its principal function
seems to have been the election and enthronement of the Grand
Sovereign. The ancient prerogatives of the Grand Crosses seem
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to have been abohshed and the digmty becime a simple official
grade one degree above that of Sovereign.

This constitution forms the fundamental law of the Oider
wherever dispersed and 1s the organic act that was i force when
the Grand Impenal Council of the United States of America was
established at Chicago, Ill, 1n the year 1872, under the style and
title, “Grand Imperial Council of Illinois.”

x k%

In the year 1869 the Earl of Bectwve, then the Grand Sov-
ereign of England, commissioned Fra. AlcLeod Moore an sntendant
General for the Dominion of Canada, and in February, 1870, he
reccived a further authorization empowering lum to ntroduce the
Orders mto the Umted States. Ths duty was performed and
resufted 1 the organization of several Conclaves in the State of
Pennsvlvama  On December 13, 1871, the Orders were confeired
on Fra. J. J. French, of Chicago, Ill, n Onent Conclave, No " 43,
at Bloomsburg, Pa, and immediately thereafter he was commis-
sioned an Intendant General for Ilhnois and other Western States
In pursuance of this anthonty he orgamzed six Conclaves in the
Statc of Illinois during the year 1872 All of these Conclaves
were duly chartered by the Grand Imperial Council of England.

On August 30 1872, the representatives of these six conclaves
met at the City of Chicago, Ill, and by virtue of a dispensation
from the Grand Sovereign of England authorizing the formation
of Independent Grand Councils. and a further special dispensation
fiom his Chief Intendant General for the United States, Fra Alfred
Creigh, they organized a new and sovereign body which they called
the “Grand Imperal Council of Ilinois” At this meeting a con-
stitution was adopted, conforming i 1ts general features fo that
of the parent body, but introducing a number of new matters sug-
gested by the laws and usages of other governing bodies of Fiee-
masonry 1n the Umted States. The new Grand Counal thits cre-
ated was thereafter duly recognized and acknowledged by the
Grand Iinperial Counal of "England, as a properly organized and
legally existing governing body of the orders with sovereign pow-
ers and a peer of the parent body.

The constitution thus adopted at once became a target for
amendments and the 1ecords disclose a vast number of these ad-
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denda during the few years that the Grand Imperial Council exhib-
ited signs of vitahity. By the year 1877 the Order showed visible
evidences of a decline. The conclaves planted 1n uncongenial soil
did not flourish; some were dying. some weie already-dead. The
sessions of the Grand Impenial Council fiom this on scem to have
been httle more than mere formalities In the year 1881 the
situation seemed to indicate dissolution and no sessions were held
after the annual assembly of that year until October 24, 1887, when
a perfunctory session was held at which Fra, Lev1 R. Jerome was
elected Grand Sovereign. At this time there were no live con-
claves in the jurisdiction, and the membership of Grand Counail
was mamtained under the ancient constitutional provision providing
for the retention on the roll of any conclave “so long as a single
member thereof shall be in existence ”

In the year 1890 the writer hereol reccived the Full investiture
of the Order from the hands of Fra Jerome, and with it, the
Grand Sovereign being then an old and infirm man, the appoint-
ment of Coadjutor The continued 1ll health of Fra. Jerome and
the pressing duties of the writer prevented any active measures
for rehabilitation of the Order at that ime. Fra Jerome died in
1892, and the succession devolved upon the last elected Viccroy,
Fra Denn P. Reynolds The new Grand Sovercign rencwed the
appomtment of his predecessor and as an [ntendant General the
writer revived St John's Conclave at Chicago, and caused to be
instituted a new conclave at Champaign, Ill, now known as Saxa
Rubra, No. 2, On July 11, 1893, an assembly of the Graud Impe-
r1al Council was held, and since that ime it has met regularly and
duly published its proceedings A new policy was adopted and
within the Lines of that policy the Order has made substantial
progress It was felt by the leaders that a return, in some meas-
ure, to the old custojns of the Fraternity, together with a° hm-
ited membership composed wholly of persons who had first been
chosen. would not only give new hfe to the Order, but would
afford a common meeting ground furnished by none other of the
concordant associations of Freemasonry. The policy thus maug-
urated has ever since been consistently followed.

As the methods of the Grand Imperial Council became known,
an interest was created in territory lying without the claimed exclu-
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sive jurisdiction. This eventually resulted in the establishment of
conclaves 1 other States, and with this extension of territorial
jurisdiction there came a general feeling that the organic law should
be so changed as to fully meet the new conditions. This was
finally effected by the adoption of a new constitution at the assem-
bly held at Jacksonwille, Ill., on October 13, 1899 By this con-
stitution the imperial domain was enlarged so as to include the
middle and western States, while the official title became “Grand
Imperial Council for the Western Masonic Jurisdiction of the
Umited States of America.” But conclaves continued to be formed
in other parts of the country until finally the imperial sway ex-
tended irom ocean to ocean and from the lakes to the gulf Then
was agam felt the need of another revision of the orgamc law
This was had at the anpual assembly held at Topeka, Kas, on
June 16, 1911. By the revised constitution the jurisdiction extends
to all parts of the Umon where no Grand Council exists. and the
official utle has becone “Grand Imperal Council for the United
Stites of America.”

It will thus be scen that the Order m this jurisdiction has
existed under four constitutions The first, the English Constitu-
tion of 1865; the second, the Illinois Constitution of 1872; the
third, the Constitution of the Western Jurisdiction, adopted 1 1899;
and the fourth, the National Constitution of 1911, which 1s now
in force

In the following pages will be found the text of the Enghsh
Conslitution, which is taken from the authorized publication thereof
by the Grand Imperial Council of England m 1868 Following
this is the revised Constitution of the Grand Imperial Council as
adopted at Topeka, Kas., in 1911  As the text of the Illinois Con-
stitution of 1872 is of antiquarian interest only, it 1s omitted from
this compilation
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GENERAL STATUTES
of the Imperial, Ecclesiastical and Military Order of

Knights of the Red Cross
OF ROME AND CONSTANTINE
As published by the Grand Imperial Council of England 1n 1868

PREAMBLE

The Ancient Chivalric Order of Constantine having for many
years enjoyed the patronage and protection of some of the most
distinguished members of the Masonic body—the Grand IYIastel‘—
ship of both fraternities having been held at the same period py
His Royal Flighness, the late Duke of Sussex—and in conformity
with certam traditions of the Order, 1t 1s decreed that none but
\[aster Masons shall be eligible for admission mto any conclave
under the jurisdiction of the Grand [mperial Council of England.

I The Supreme governing body of the Order shall he styled,
collectively, The Grand Imperial Council of England, and shall con-
sist of thiiteen members, who shall be designated, and take rank as
follows

1 The Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign

2 The Most Emient Grand Viceroy or Eusebius
3. The Very Hlustrious Grand Senior General
4
3

The “ “ Grand Junior General.
. The “ Grand High Prelate.
6 The Ilustrious Grand High Chancellor.
7 The “ Grand Treasurer.
& The “ Grand Recorder.
9 The « ' Grand High Almoner.
10 The “ Grand Chamberlain.
11. The ¢ Grand Architect.
12 The “ Grand Marshal.
13 The ¢ Grand Orator.

II. The Grand Council, being the ultimate Court of Appeal,
its decisions on all questions relating to the Order shall be final
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III. The Grand Council shall assemble for the despatch of
business on the second Saturday in the month of June in each year,
and at such other periods as may be deemed expedient by the Grand
Sovereign

IV. The Executrve Committee of the Grand Council shall be
composed of the Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder and Grand
Almoner, and two other members to be chosen by the Council at
their annual meeting.

V. The members of the Grand Council shall have the privi-
lege of filling up any vacancies that may occur m their own body
Each member shall hold his particular office for one vear, at the
end of which period a fresh election shall take place, but the retir-
ing officer shall be eligible for reelection. On the death or resigna-
tion of a member, the Grand Council shall choose lis successor
from the inembers of the Girand Senate. but no Senator shall be
chgible Tor clection (o the Council until he shall have faithfully
performed his duties m that capacity for at least one vear

VI, "he Grand Senate of the Order shall consist of thirty-
three meibers, viz.  The thirteen members of the Grand Council.
and twenty Sovereigns or Past Sovereigns, who shall take rank m
the following order -

1 The Very Eminent Grand Preceptor.

2 o “ “ Grand Examiner.

3 “ ¢ “ Grand Perfect

4, “ “ ¢ Grand Jub-Prelate

5. ‘ “ “ Grand Vice-Chancellor

6. “ ¢ “ Grand Assistant Treasurer
7. “ “ “ Grand Assistant Recorder.
8. “ “ “ Grand Sub-Alnioner

9 “ Grand Inspector of Regalia.
10. o o t Grand Standard Bearer.
11. oo “ Grand Sword Bearer.

Grand Precentor.

Grand Organist.

Grand Vice-Chamberlain.
Grand Assistant Marshal.
Grand Herald.

b

—
ST ROV

—
23
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o
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17. The Very Eminent Grand Assistant Herald.

18 * “ Grand Sub-Precentor.
19 o ¢ ¢ Grand Usher.
20. ¢ ¢ ¢ Grand Steward.

All duly qualified present and past Sovereigns shall be con-
sidered as Associate members of the Senate, but shall not be entitled
to vote upon any question unless duly elected to seats therein.

VII. The Grand Senate shall assemble annually on the first
Friday in the month of June, to recewve the Report of the Exccu-
tive Committee of the Grand Council, and for the despatch of such
business as mayv be spectfied therein

VT1I. The members of the Grand Secnate shall be clected for
life. or so long as they shall continue Subscribers to the general
funds of the Order, and shall be empowered to supply vacancies
in their bodyv by the election of present or past Sovereigns of the
Order, who must be subscribing members of Conclaves working
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Council. :

INX  The Most Tllustrious Grand Sovereign shall have the
power to nominate the members of the Grand Senate to particular
offices therein at the triennial assemblies of the General Grand Cons
clave. or at such other time as he may decem expedicnt.™

X. The Grand Sovereign shall also be empoweree to confer
the Grand Cross of the Order upou seventeen worthy and emment
Kmghts Companions, who. with the thirty-three members of the
Grand Senate. shall compose the fifty Knights of the Grand Cross,

in accordance with the ancient statutes promulgated by the Emperor
Alichael Angelus Comnenus.

XI The Grand College of Viceroys shall consist of the mem-
bers of the Grand Council and Senate, also of all present and past
Sovereigns, Viceroys and past Viceroys of the Order, provided
they are regular subscribing members of Conclaves under the juris-
diction of the Grand Council

XII. The Grand College of Viceroys shall be lield on the first
Friday m the month of December in each year, and at such other
times as may be deemed expedient for the consecration of approved

candidates.

*See Statute XV
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XIIT. The Grand College of Viceroys shall be empowered to
elect two Vice-Presidents and other officers at their annual meeting
for the purpose of conducting the business of the College. The
Grand Viceioy and Grand Recorder shall rank (ex officio) as
Piesident and Vice-President respectively.

XIV. Special assemblies of the Grand Senate and the Grand
College of Viceroys may be convened for the purpose of conferring
the rank of Sovereign or Viceroy upon worthv Knights, who shall
be regularly recommended for that distinction by their several
Conclaves. The fees payable to the general funds of the Order for
the dignity of Sovereign or Viceroy shall be Two Guineas and
One Guinea respectively The Grand Sovereign shall, however,
be empowered to elevate Kmights to superior rank as a reward
for services rendered to the Order, and to remmt the customary
fee mn such instances

X\ The General Grand Conclave of the Order shall be com-
posed of (he members of the Grand Council, Grand Senate and
Girand College of Viceroys, with the addition of all actual Generals
and fligh Prelates of subordmate conclaves The assembhes of
the General Grand Conclave shall be held trienmally on the first
I*riday i the month of March. and any Knight of the Order not
otherwise qualified to attend may be present with the permuission
of the Grand Sovereign, but shall not be thereby entitled to speak,
or to vote upon any question subnnutted to the assembly The mem-
bers of the General Grand Conclave shall have the privilege of
clecting, at their trienmal assembly, the Grand Sovereign who shall
be then enthioned and proclammed.

XVI. The Grand Sovereign, prior to his election, must have
served as a member of the Grand Council, except in the case of
a prince of the blood-royal, who shall be eligible for election to the
high position of Grand Sovereign immediately upon his becoming
a Knight of the Order.

XVIIL. The Grand Viceroy Eusebius shall be elected by the
members of the Grand Council at their annual assembly in June.
He shall be fully empowered to preside at all assemblies of the
Order in the absence of the Grand Sovereign.
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XVIII. Inspectors-General of divisions or counties in Eng-
land and Wales, or in other dependencies of the British Crown, may
be commissioned by the Grand Sovereign to act as his delegates
in their respective divisions. These officers shall have the general

airs of the Order in their particular divisions;

supervision of the aff
¢ y be conferred

and special power to create and 1nstall nght§ may be o
upon them by the Grand Sovereign in the exercise of his discretion

XIX. All fees mentioned herein shall be payable to the gen-
eral funds of the Order, except the annual subscriptions to the
Grand High Almoner’s Fund.

XX. The general funds of the Order shall be inycstc(lrl‘n the
names of three Trustees, one of whoin shall be the Grand Treas-
urer, and two to be elected by the Grand Council,

XXI. The following fees shall be payable upon first election
or appomtment to the subjomned offices, viz.:

The Grand Sovereign .... . .... ..Five Guineas
The Grand Viceroy......... .. ....Three :
The Grand S. or J. General. . . ... Two )
The Grand High Prelate .......... .Two

Other members of the Grand Council,

each . .. . .o e One Guinea

The members of the Grand Scnate, ‘

each .. - . . Two Guineas
Knights of the Grand Cross, each . ..One Guinea
Inspectors-Generals shall pay One Guinea for thewr

Commisstons unde: the Seal of the Order

XXII. Every regular Conclave shall be chartered by pat-ent
under the Seal of the Order, duly signed by the Gran(‘l Sovereig,
the Grand Viceroy and the Grand Recorder, for which the sum
of One Guinea shall be payable.

XXIII. A complete Conclave of the Orde-r shall consist of
a Sovereign as Constantine, a \'iceroy as Fusebius, two Generals.
a High Prelate, a Treasurer, a Recorder, a Prefect, a Sta-ndar(!
Bearer, a Herald and a Sentinel or Attendant. On th'e election ot
a prince or a peer of the realm to the office of Sovereign, a deputy
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may 'also be elected, and such deputy shall be duly enthroned and
enjoy all the< privileges of an actual Sovereign.

'lc“lhe Original or Premier Conclave of England shall be per-
1tmtte to have additional officers. 1f considered expedient, 1n addi-
lon t{) 1tCs other privileges mnhented from time nnmemorleil
. 1 onclave may be, however, constitutonally allowed to

ork with three members, and be retamned on the roll of the Order

m c ity
onfornmty with ancient traditions, so long as a single member
thereol shall be 1 existence. i )

TNTV et
NXXIV'  Previous to the enthronement of a Sovereign-Elect
S5 3

the pr Fhcer ‘
prestding officer shall require hrs assent to the following rul
and ordinances, viz ) ®

1 D
" o yon solemnly promise, upon vour honor as a Christian
smght, that you will exert v b
t 3 vour best endeavours to promote the
tue happmess of vour brother Kmights?

2 That vou will not confer the digmty of Kmghthood upon
any one A eneT-
iy one who 1s an encmy to the Chiistian religion, but only upon

such as you have rcason to believe will cheerfully conform to all
our laws and precepts? )

3 0T . o
Orde hat you will endeavor to promote the general good of the
rder upon all conventent occasions”

SOlen-]Ll.m;l Iz)aft,otuor t(}::-utmost of your power, you will preserve the
oty remontes, and conduct yourself in open Con-
clave with the most profound respect and reverence a
to the Kmights under your rule? " an exampe
I sl
5. That you will not acknowledge, or have mtercourse th
311}"Cor1cla\re which does not work under a constitutional IWT '
from a Grand Council of the Order? o charter

. g That you wul ever mamtain and support the authority of
Rleltiagld Cotzl;[]cﬂ of England, at present under command of the
1gh onorable the Lord Kenhs, and enf y
g orce ob ]
Edicts, Statutes and Regulations? hedence fo s

7. That you will bind your successor in office to the observ

a .
nce of these rules to which you have now assented? Do you sub

mit to all these ordinances, and prom
: s prommse to ) 3
e ety observe and practice

CONSTANTINIAN ORDLRS 15

XXV. The sumn of Five Shillings shall be payable as the en-
rollment fee for each Kmght installed 1n Conclaves, or by the
authority of Inspectors-General, and a further sum of Two Shill-
ings and Stxpence f a Certificate of his Installation be required.
The enrollment fee for a joining member, whose name shall have
been previously returned, shall be One Shilling.

XNXVI. No person shall be installed as a Knight of the
Order for a less sum than One Guinea, unless by authotity of an
Inspector—General, who shall be especially entrusted by the Grand
Sovereign with power to jastall Kmghts for the purpose of Torm-
ing new Conclaves Sentinels or Guards of the Conclave may be
admitted, provided a Dispensation be previously obtamned from
the Grand Recorder, the fee for which shall be Five Shillmgs

\NXVII Each Conclave shall make an annual return of 1ts
members to the Grand Recorder, and at the same time remit all
moneys due on account of such members The sum ot Two
Shillings per annum shall be payable for every subscribing , mem-
per of Conclaves holden m London, and One Shilling cach per
annun for members of all other Conclaves, to the “Grand High
Almoner's Fund.”

NXVIIL The “Grand Fhigh Almoner's Fund” shall be golely
appropriated to benevolent and charitable purposes. No member
of the Order shall, however, be entitled to assistance from ths
sund. unless Lie has been a subscriber thereto for at least three
vears. 1he fund shall be under the control of a Committee of
Five. viz., the Grand Almoner and Giand Recorder (ex officio),
and three Past Soveieigns, to be elected by the General Grand
Conclave at 1ts triennial assembly  Grants of sums exceeding
Five Pounds must be approved and confirmed by the Grand Sov-
ereign X

KXIX The general accounts, as also those of the Giand
Almoner’s Fund, shall be audited once a year by the Executive
Comnmuttee of the Grand Council, who shall report thereon to the
Grand Senate, and also present a triennial report to the General
Grand Conclave, and a balance sheet for each year shall be printed
and sent to every member of the Grand Senate, as well as 1o
everv Conclave on the roll of the Order.
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XXX. The revised rituals promulgated for the use of the
Order shall be adopted uniformly by every Conclave, and 1t shall
bg t‘hft duty of the Grand Examiner and the Inspectors-General of
Divisions to take cognizance of any infraction of this statute.

XXXI. The Badges, Jewels and other regalia for each office
or grade in the Order, as specified in the appendix to these Stat-
utes, shall be strictly adhered to, and any deviation therefrom
should be at once reported to the Grand Chamberlain or the Grand
Insepctor of Regaha, for the decision of the Grand Council

XXXII. No motion tenting to alter, add to or annul any
of these Statutes, or any then existing statutes, shall be received
unless sent to the Grand Recorder at least fourteen days before
the assembly of the General Grand Conclave, when the subject
may be considered and discussed; but the Grand Council, being
the Supreme goverming bhody, shall have the power to ve’to an;
proposed altecrations that may be carried at such assembly, unless

:1Ifﬁ1'111ccl by a majority of two-thirds of the General Grand Con-
clave.

' XXXITI,  Any subject which 1s not provided for in the fore-
going Statutes shall be deemed within the province of the Grand
Council to determine and deaide upon; and the edicts of that
Supreme body shall be considered to possess for the time being
all the virtue and authority of the General Statutes of the Order.
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ANCIENT STATUTES

OF THE

Knights of the Holy Sepulchre

But little has ever come down to us with respect to this
Ancient Order of Chivalry in connection with its assoctatcd Order
of the Red Cross. From the beginmng 1t seems {o have been a
subsidiary Order, very exclusive 1 character, and conducted in 2
very conseivative imanner. It was peddled m tins country, during
the latter part of the eighteenth and early years of the nineteenth
century, by the Inspectors-Genceral of the Rite of Perfection, but
probably without authority, The name occurs wn the lists of
“high degrees” which these gentlemen offered to a confiding public
at that time, and there 15 much evidence to show that it was culti-
vated to quite an extent in many of the eastern cities There is
but little doubt, however, that the “degree” so exploited was $pu-
rious or clandestine, nor does it seem that 1t was cver conferred
on this side of the Atlantic by legitimale authority until its iutro-
duction by Col Moore n 1872.

By the old English statutes the number of members was
limuted to ninety-nine, and all members weie recerved i Mount
Carmel Sanctuary in London. DBut one regular meeting was held
during the year and this occurred on the Tuesday nearest the
third day of May. Candidates for adnmssion were required to be
Knights of the Red Cross and also Royal Arch Masons.

The government of the Order was vested in a body styled the
Grand Council of Patriarchs of Jerusalem, or, as it was more famil-
jarly known, the Patriarchial Council of the Order, which was
composed of eighteen members. In the main, this order seems to
liave been governed by the same laws as that of the Red Cross,
and the officers of the Patriarchal Counal were usually the officers
of corresponding grade in the Grand Imperial Council

G W. W,
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CONSTITUTION
of the Imperial, Ecclesiastical and Military Order of the

Red Cross of Constantine
for the United States of America

Adopted October 13, 1899; Revised, Amended and Confirmed, June 16, 1911.

PREAMBLE
IWhercas, The territorsal jurisdiction of the Grand Tmiperia)
Council of Ilhnors, Kmghts of the Red Cross of Constantine and
Appendant Orders, having been duly and 1egularly extended over
other States of the American Union. a necessity has arisen fo1 a
change 1 the organic law

IWherefore, The said, the Grand Iinperial Council of Ilhners,
adopts, ordains and cstabliches the following revised Constitution,
hereby revoking, 1epealing and annulbing all laws or parts of laws
mconsistent therewith

ARTICLE I

Section 1 Name  The name and style of this body 15, The
Grand Imperial Council of the lmperal, Ecclesiastical and Mili-
tary Order of the Red Cross of Constantine, for the Umnited
States of America

Sec. 2. Jurisdiction. The teiritorial jurisdiction of this
Grand Tmperial Council shall extend to and include all parts of the
United States, where no Grand Council now exists. Such terri-
tory, constituting the Imperial Domam of this Grand Imperial
Council, shall be further known as the Empire of the West

Sec. 3. Powers. Tihis Grand Tmperial Council, within 1ts
territorial jurischction, 1s the supreme and final authority on all
matters relating to the Constantinian Orders of Kmghthood. It
has the sole government and superintendence of all Conclaves of
Knights of the Red Cross and Appendant Orders, and of all grades
and degrees formung a part of the Red Cross system. It has
plenary authority to settle all controversies that may arise between
Conclaves, to assign their limits, to prescribe laws for their gov-
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ernment, and to review, confirm, or annul thewr decisions. It has
power to grant warrants of constitufion for new Conclaves, and,
when expedient, it may revoke, suspend or annul same. It may
make laws, establish iules, and prescribe regulations which shall
be of paramouut authority throughout the Empire, and at its
pleasure amend, alter or repeal same It may censure or suspend
Conclaves or members of tlhis Grand Council for violation of s
laws or disobedience of its rules and edits, and generally shall have
and exercise all powers necessary or mncident to sovereign authore
ity \Within ats termtorial linmts 1t further bas, as of nherent
right, all of the powers, piivileges, prerogatives and franchises
that were possessed by or lodged n the Grand Imperial Council
of England on the thirtiethh day of August, 1872.

It may require from the Kmghts and Conclaves n 1ts obedience
snch dues and fees as will. at all times, enable 1t to discharge its
financial engagements and obligations, and generally shall exer-
cise all the functions of Sovereignty

ARTICLE 11

Seeriox 1 Members  The Grand Imperial Council shall be
composed of the following persons (1) I"iltcen officers, who shall
be designated and take rank as follows
The Most Ilustrious Grand Sovereign.

The Most Eminent Grand Viceroy

The Very Illustrions Grand Semor General.
The Very Illustrious Grand Junior General
The Very Illustrious Grand High Prelate
The [Nustrious Grand Treasurer.

The [lustrious Grand Recorder.

The [ilustrious Grand Chancellor

The [lustrious Grand Almoner

10. The IlNustrious Grand Chamberlain.

11. The INlustrious Grand Orator.

12. The Nlustrious Grand Standard Bearer.
13. The Illustrious Grand Marshal

14. The INustrious Grand Herald.

15. The Tlustrious Grand Sentmel

Also (2) the members of the Imperial Senate of Sovereigns,

O N UL Wiy
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all of whom shall be classed as Active Members; also, (3) all
members of the Imperial College, who shall be classed as Hon-
orary Members. Prowided, however, that such "persons shall
retain membership 1n the Grand Imperial Council only so long as
they shall remain members in good standing of some Conclave in
its obedience.

Sec. 2. Members Rights. Every active member shall be
entitled to one vote in all of the proceedings of the Grand Impe-
rial Council, which shall be cast in person. Provided, however,
that n the absence of the Reigning Sovereign of a Conclave he
may be represented by the Sitting Viceroy

All honorary members shall be entitled to seats in the Grand
Council and to a voice 1n 1ts deliberations, but shall not be entitled
to a vote

ARTICLE IIL

Secrion 1 Grand East  The Grand East or Capital of the
fempire of this Grand Tmperial Council shall be located at the city
of Chicago, in the State of Ilhmois, which shall be the permanent
scal of government, and from which place all edicts, decrees,
rescripts, charters, diplomas, and all other official documents shall
bear date.

ARTICLE IV.

SecrioN 1. Assemblies. The stated assemblies of this Grand
Imperial Council shall be held annually at such places and times
as 1t may designate.

In case of contagion, pestilence, or other controlling cause,
affecting the place designated for the Annual Assembly, the Grand
Sovereign may change the time or place of meeting, and if such
change 1s made he shall at once inform the members of the Grand
Council 1n such manner as he may deem best to effect the desired
object

The Grand Sovereign shall have power to call special assem-
blies at such times and places as he may see fit.

At every stated assembly the official reports of officers and
returns of Conclaves shall be received and considered and such
other business transacted as the welfare of the Order may de-
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mand. At spectal assemblies no business shall be transacted except
that specified 1n the summons. All guestions coming before the
Grand Imperial Council, except as herein otherwise piovided, shall
be decided by a majority vote.

Sec. 2. Annual Election At every stated assembly the offi-
cers enumerated in Art 2, Sec. 1, as the first, second, third, fourth,
sixth and seventh, shall be elected by ballot; the remaining offi-
cers shall be appointed by the Grand Sovereign immediately after
his enthronement, and all of said officers shall hold their respective
offices until their successors shall have been elected and mstalled.

No Knight Compamon shall be ehigible to either of the first
two offices of this Grand Imperal Council unless he has been
regularly crowned as a Sovereign m the Imperial Senate of the
Order. Nor to any of the other offices unless he shall have been
duly consecrated to the Priesthood of Tusebius m the Impeiial

College.
ARTICLE V

Seeriox 1 Commttees. The Grand Sovercign, at the opene
mg of each annual assembly of the Grand Imperial Council,. ghall
appomnt the following commnuttees, cach of which shall consist of
three members-

1 A Committee on Credentials

2 A Committee on Allocution

3 A Comnuttee on Chartered Conclaves

4 A Committee on Conclaves U D

After lus enthionement the Grand Sovereign shall appoint tl-{e
following Standing Committees, of three each, who shall hold their
respective offices until the close of the next ensuing annual

assembly. ,

1 A Committee on Foreign Relations

2. A Committee on Laws and Jurisprudence

3. A Committee on Finance and Accounts.

4 A Committee on Obituaries.

All commuttees shall make due report n writing on all matters
that may be referred to them for consideration. Provided, hozw-
¢ver, that the Committee on Laws and Jurisprudence may, with
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the consent of the Grand Imperial Council, retain any question

referred to 1t and report thereon at the next ensuing annual
assembly.

ARTICLE VL

SectroN 1. Revenne The Revenue of this Grand Imperial
Council shall be derived from fixed charges for dispensations and
charters; from letters patent issued to individual Knights Com-
panions; from the offerings of Grand Crosses on their mvestiture
and of Viceroys and Sovereigns on their consecration and coronation
respectively; from fees for degrees mn special cases, from the sale
of such supplies as may be designated, and from a tax on all bodies
mn 1ts obedience. All fees and charges shall be payable to the gen-
eral funds of the Grand Council

If at any time there shall be a surplus 1n the treasury, such
surplus shall be invested in mterest bearing securities m such man-
ner as the Grand Council mav direct.

ARTICLE VII

Secitox 1. Gowvernment  The Grand Imperial Council shall
have power to define and enforce the provisions of this Constitu-
tion by appropriate legislation. and shall make all needful statutes,
rules and regulations to carry it into effect

The General Statutes of the Order, as promiulgated by the
Grand Impenat Council of England in the year 1868, are the fun-
damental laws of the Order and inay be resorted to in cases of
cdoubt, or as advisory authority only where the Statutes, Edicts and
Regulations of this Grand Impenal Council are silent, but such
Statutes are hereby declared to be expressly repealed whenever
they conflict with this Constitution or any Statutes or Regulations
of this Grand Council.

Upon any question of law or usage the decision of the Grand
Sovereign will prevail, and if approved by the Grand Imperial
Council, such decision shall have the force and effect of absolute
law.

Any subject which is not provided for in the Statutes shall be
deemed within the province of the Grand Imperial Council to
determine and decide upon, and its Resolutions and Edicts shall

rapret

.
CONSTANTINIAN ORDLRS 23

have. for the time being, all the virtue and authority of the Gen—-
eral ,Statutes of the Order. Wath respect to ordinary questions of
Masontc Law, the established precedents of the Lodge and Chapter
will govern whenever applicable.

ARTICLE VIIL

Sgcrrox 1. [ntendants General.  The Grand I{nperial Coun-
@l shall apportion the Empire into districts or divisions and the
Grand Sovereign may appoint Intendants General, who shall
be members of the Imperial Senate of Sovereigns, to act as lus
delegate 1n their respective divisions  Such officers shall hn-v.c Ill'm,'
general supervision of the affairs of the Order mn their p:ut‘\cu .ul
divisions ; they shall exercise such gencral powers as are gxal?tcc
by the Statutes of the Order. and such special powers as may lpe
delegated to them respectively by the Grand Sovereign as his
plo}\}lf“he Grand Sovereign, 1n his chscretion, may also appomnt In-
tendants General unattached

The tenure of office of all Intendants General shall h,c in the
discretion of the Grand Sovereign. and n every casc Ll'le\rlof'ﬁccﬁ
shall terminate with the retirement of the Grand Sovercign by

whom they were appomted

ARTICLE IX

Seeriox 1 Amendments  This Constitution may be amended,
altered, or abrogated in manner followmg  Every motion to
amend must be made 1 writing and be presented at an annual
assemnblv ; it shall then be 1ead and entered upon the mnutes, and.
action fhereon shall be deferred until the next annual assembly;
at the annual assembly then next ensumg it shall be called up for
consideration, and if approved by two-thirds of the active members
then present, 1t shall be declared adopted
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GENERAL STATUTES

OF THE

Grand Imperial Council

Order of the Red Cross of Constantine
Confirmed and Adopted June 16, 1911

PREAMBLE

The Grand Imperial Council, in the exercise of its sovereign
authority, enacts the following General Statutes for the govern-
ment of the Order within its jurisdiction, hereby repealing all
former laws, ot paits of laws, in conflict therewith.

Grand Cross.

Secrion 1 The Grand Sovereign shall be empowered to con-
fer the Grand Cross of Constantine upon such Kmghts Com-
panions as, having attamed the grade of Sovereign, shall be regu-
larly recommended for that distinctton by the Grand Imper:al
Council. Prowided, howewer, that the number of Knights Grand
Cross shall never exceed fifty, m accordance with the ancient
statutes promulgated by the Emperor Michael Angelus Comnenus.

SeEC. 2. It shall be the duty of the Grand Recorder to keep
a register of the Knights Companions receiving the dignity of
Grand Cross, together with the dates of investiture, and to inforn
the Grand Imperial Council whenever vacancies occur

Senate and Col}ege:

SEcTION 1. The Imperial Senate of Sovereigns shall consist
of all duly qualified Sovereigns of the Order.

SEC. 2 The Imperial College of Viceroys shall consist of
all duly quahified Viceroys of the Order.

SEc, 3. Members of the Imperial Senate and College shall
be elected for life, or so long as they shall continue members of a
Conclave under the jurisdiction of the Grand Imperial Council.

SEC. 4. Special assemblies of the Imperial Senate and Col-
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lege may be convened at any time by the Grand Sovereign, or an
Tntendent General acting as his proxy, for the purpose of conferring
the rank of Sovereign or Viceroy upon worthy Knights Com-
panions who shall have been regularly nonunated for that digmty
by their respective Conclaves

Skc. 5. Conforming to ancient constitutional regulations, the
Grand Senate shall consist of thirty-three active members, who
shall take rank according to the priority of the respective Jdates of
their coronation. All others shall be styled Associate Members,
but shall possess and may exercise all the nights of active members.

Sec 6. The officers of the Tmperial Senate and College shall
be styled and take 1ank according to the rituals as promulgated
by the Grand Imperial Council.

Rank.

Secrion 1. No Kmght Companion shall be qualified to pre-
side over a Conclave of the Order until he shall have been duly
invested with the grade of Sovereign in the Imperial Scnnu?, nor
shall the grade be conferred upon any onc who has not previously
been consecrated as a Viceroy o

Sec 2 No Knight Companion shall be qualified to sit in 2
Conclave as a Viceroy who shall not have been duly consecrated to
the Priesthood of Eusebms in the Imperial College of the Order

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of all Kmghts Companions who
shall be selected by their Conclave as a Sovereign or V‘lceroy to
forthwith apply to an Intendant General for official mvestiture In
the event that the services of such officer cannot be procured. the
Grand Sovereign may deputize any member of the Imperial Sen-
ate to make the investiture.

Sge. 4. Past rank for Sovereigns and Viceroys is hereby
abolished. All membars of the Imperial Senate and College are
of equal dignity and retain full rank for life, or so long as they
shall remain members of a Conclave m the obedience of the Grand
Imperial Council. A Sovereign while actually presiding over a
Conclave shall be styled a Reigning Sovereign by way of distinc-
tion from other members of the Imperial Senate. In like manner,
a Viceroy actually officiating as stich in a Conclave shall be styled
a Sitting Viceroy.



o
26 LAWS OF THE

SEC. 5. Sovereigns and Viceroys wwho have been duly invested
1n f)ther Junisdictions, on producing satisfactory evidence of their
Knightly standing, may, upon affiliating with a Conclave 1n this
junsdiction, te accorded all the rights pertainiﬂg to the grades
mcluding membership m the Imperial Senate and College. "

Patriarchal Council.

SECTION 1. The ancient Patriarchal Council of the Order is
hereby declared to be existent within the bosom of the Grand Im-
perial Council and may be convened by the Grand Sovereign at
such times as may suit his pleasure. Tt shall, however, posset;s no
powers of legislation, neither shall it exercise any authority over
the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, 1t being the intention of this
Statute to preserve only a nominal existence of the Patriarchs in
conformity to ancient tradition.

Vow of Office.

Secrion b The officers of the Grand Imperial Council, and
of cvery subordinate Conclave n 1ts obechence, before they enter
upon the exeicise of their respective offices, shall take the following
obligation - i

‘e
. I, .. .. . . . ... do solemnly promise and
vow that I will ever mamtain and support the Constitution of the
Grand Imperial Council for the United States of America, and
enforce obedience to its Statutes, Edicts and Regulations ”

Prefix Insignia.

i SEcTioN 1. The official prehx insignia of the Cross, for all
Knights Companions 1n the obedience of the Grand Imperial Coun-
all, shall be as follows.

For the Grand Sovereign, the Cross of Salem, or the triple
cross;_for a Sovereign, the Patriarchal Cross, or cross with two
bars, to.r all officers below the rank of Sovereign and for Knights
Companions generally, the Greek Cross, or cross with equal arms.

Fees.

SEcTION 1. Every Conclave chartered by the Grand Imperial

Council shall pay into the Imperial Treasury, as a chaiter fee the

sum of one-hundred dollars, which sum shall accompany the peti-
tion.  Provided, hotwever, that if a dispensation shall be first
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granted, the same fee as 1s required for a charter shall, at the time
such dispensation is 1ssued, be deposited with the Grand Recorder,
and in case a charter shall afterward be granted, the fee so depos-
ited shall be credited i payment thereof

Sec. 2. No Conclave 1n this obedience shall confer the Orders
of Kmghthood for a less sum than ten dollars, but each Conclave
15 hereby permitted to fix its mstallation fee at such figurc above
the minimum as 1t may destre Affiliates may be receved without
fee or the Conclave may require an offering in such sum as it may
deem expedient. In ail cases the fee for installation or affiliation
shall accompany the petition.

SEc. 3 Every candidate presented for comsecration m the
Imperial College of Viceroys shall make his offering in ancient
form of the sum of ten dollars, and every Viceroy, upon his coro-
nation m the Imperial Senate of Sovereign Princes, shall make a
like offering of twenty dollars. Al moneys so received shall he
forthwith paid over to the Grand Recorder and by hum covered
mto the Impenal Treasury

Sec 4  Every Soveretgn who shall be admitled to the grade
of Grand Cross of Constantine shall at the time of such admission
make his offering of the sum of twenty-five dollars, which shall
forthwith be covered mto the Imperial Treasury

Dispensations.

Sccriox 1 The Grand Sovereign, durmg the recess of the
Grand Imperial Council, shall have power and anthority to grant
Letters of Dispensation to a competent number of duly quabfied
petitioners, empowering them to open and hold a Conclave of
Knights of the Red Cross of Constantme and appendant Orders
for a specified term not extending beyond the next ensuing annual
assembly of the Grand Imperial Council  Due 1eport of such dis-
pensation shall be made to the next annual assembly of Grand
Council, which may then continue or recall such dispensation or
may grant the petitioners a charter :

Scc. 2. It shall Lie within the prerogative of the Grand Sov-
ereign to confer the Orders of Kmghthood at sight for the purpose
of instituting a new Conclave, and this power he may delegate to
any Intendant General of the Order by a special dispensation under
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his hand and seal. He shall have the further power and authority
to grant dispensations for other purposes, according to ancient

AMasomie usage and the traditions of the Order, and 1n such cases
no charge shall be made.

Conclaves.

Secriox 1. A Conclave of the Order should consist of at
least eleven members, and no Conclave can be instituted with a
less number A constituted Conclave may, however, be allowed
to worle with but three members, and, in conformity with ancent
traditions, may be retamed on the roll of the Order so long as a
smgle member thereof shall be 1n existence.

SEC. 2 A complete Conclave of the Order shall consist of a
Sovereign, as Constantine (title, Most Puissant).
Viceroy, as Eusebns (title, Eminent)

Senmor General

Jumor Ceneral

Prelate

Treasurer

Recorder.

Prefect.

Standard Bearer.

Herald.

Sentinel.

And as many members as may be found convenient.

Sec. 3 Upon the dissolution of a Conclave, irom any cause.
its members who are in good standing, upon payment to the Grand
Recorder of back Giand Council dues, 1f any, shall be entitled to a
certificate from that officer setting forth their standing in the
Order, and such certificate shall be recognized by every Conclave in
the jurisdiction the same as a regular dimit.

Sec. 4. Every Conclave shall have a seal showing its name
and number, and all official communications, reports, certificates
and matters of like nature shall be authenticated thereunder.

Sec. 5. The officers of a Sanctuary of Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre, and of a Commandery of Knights of St. John. shall
be styled and take rank according to the rituals as promulgated by
the Grand Imperial Council.

C T O
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Conclaves U. D.

SecTion 1, When a dispensation 1s 1ssued for a new Conclave
it shall be copied at length upon the records of the Conclave and the
charter, when granted, shall be recorded in hke manner

Sec. 2 A Conclave under dispensation shall return its letters
of dispensation, its proposed by-laws, a statement of work, the roll
of its members, together with annual dues and the record of its
proceedings, to the next ensuing annual assembly of Grand Councl,
together with a petition for a charter, 1f desired, which petition
shall include only those who origmally signed the pettion for dis-

pensation and such Kmghts Companions as have been installed
under the dispensation

Election of Officers.

SecTioN 1. The Sovereign, Viceroy, Senior and Junior Gen-
erals, Treasurer and Recorder of every Conclave shall be elected
by ballot. The other officers may be appointed by the M. P. Sov-
ereign.

SEC. 2. The elective officers of a Conclave shall be chosen
annually at the first stated assembly m Deccember and shall be
mvested with their respective offices on or Dbefore the festival
of St John the Evangelist.

Annual Returns.

SecrioN 1 Every Conclave m the obedience of the Grand
Imperial Counail shall return to the Grand Recorder annually, on
blanks to be furnished by him, a statement showing the roll of its
officers and members, together with all installations, admissions,
dimissions, deaths, expulsions, suspensions, and reinstatements;
also the number of assemblies held during the year. Said report
shall be forwarded not later than the first day of February in
each year. !

SEC. 2. With its annual report each Conclave shall forward
the amount of Grand Council dues, being two dollars for every
candidate installed and an annual fee of one dollar for each mem-
ber on its roll on December 31st, except those installed during the
year

Sec. 3. Conclaves U. D. shall close their work not less than
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forty days before the time set for the annual assembly of the
Grand Imperial Council, and shall make proper returns thereof to
the Grand Recorder within ten days thereafter.

Candidates.

Secrion 1 No Conclave shall confer the Orders of Knight-
hood upon any person who is not a Royal Arch Mason in good
standing.

Sec. 2. No application for the Orders shall be received or
considered by any Conclave unless the name of the applicant shall
have previously been presented and such person duly chosen, ac-
cording to ancient custom.

SEC. 3. Every person so chosen shall, before his installation,
file his petition for the Orders in writing, giving his Masonic affilia-
tion, residence, date and place of birth, and present occupation,
all over Ins full signature and in the form prescribed by the Grand
[mperial Council

SEC 4 In case the petition 1s subjected to the ordeal of the
ballot and the petitioner 1s rejected, his name shall not be again pre-
sented until the lapse of one full year.

Affiliates.

Sectiox 1. A Knight Companton unattached, desiring to affili-
ate with a Conclave, shall present a petition therefor, signed with
his full name and stating the name, nwwber and location of the
Conclave of which he was last a member, which petition shall be
accompanied by a dimut, or other satisfactory evidence that the
petitioner has regularly withdrawn therefrom, and be recommended
by two members of the Conclave to which he petitions

Sec. 2 A rejection of a petition for membership shall not
affect the rights of the petitioner as a member of the Order, and he
may apply for membership to the Conclave so rejecting Inm or to
any other Conclave m the jurisdiction.

Discipline.

Sectiox 1 Every Knight Companion shall be amenable to the
disciphne of s own Conclave, but appeals will lie to the Grand
Imperial Council as a tribunal of last resort. Suspension or expul-
sion of a Knight Companion from Lodge or Chapter shall be
deemed sufficient cause for striking his name from the roll with-
out trial or notice Provided, howewer, that in case of appeal no
action shall be taken by his Conclave until a final decision has been
had in the bodyv to which such appeal shall have been taken.

T e
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STANDING RESOLUTIONS.
1872.

Resolved, That the Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign shall have power
to appoint Representatives to represent this Grand Council neat other jurs-
dictions.

1877.

Resolved, That no dispensation shall be granted for the formation of
a new Conclave m any cty where a Conclave 1s alrcady established, with-
out a recommendation from such existing Conclave

1893.

Resolved, That for the purpose of icreasiug the imterest of the Kights
Companions 1n these exalted degrees of Freemasonry, the official grades of
Sovereign and Viceroy be couferred as an honorarium upon worthy Kmghts,
to be selected by the Grand Sovereign, who have not attained that rank by
election, further,

Resolved, That such selections shall be made upon the following basig:
That for every ten Kmghts wnstalled i any Conclave there shall be cov-
secrated from such Conclave one honorary Viceroy, and for cvery twenty
Knights nstalled there shall be enthroned one honorary Sovercign. In no
event, however, shall the dignity of Sovereign he conferred on any one who
has not previously been consecrated a Viceroa. IFurther,

Resolved, That all Kmghts so consccrated and enthroned shall thereby
become members ot this Tmperial Councal, and be entitled to seat theremn
They shall further be entitled to enjoy the titles and dignitics attached to
sad offices respectively, shall have the night to weat the decoration, and
shall take precedence as such officers n all the Conclaves of tlis obedience
TFurther,

Resolved, That every such honorary Vicerov shall upon his consecra-
tion make his offering, in ancient form. cf the sum of ten dolars, and npon
his elevation to the throne shall make a further offering of twenty dollars,
all of which sums shall be paid mto the Treasury for the use of this Impersal
Council  [As revised and confirmed June 16, 1911 ]

1895.

Resolved, That every subordinate Conclave m this Grand Jurisdiction,
may, wn thewr discretion, elect onme and not more than two members to be
known as Serving Brethren, who shall be recenned without fee and be exempt
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from dues Such Serving Brethren shall take the vows of secrecy and obedi-
ence but shall not e entitled to the accolade ot the privileges of Kmghthood

1906.

Resolved, That there 1s hereby created a standing committee which shall
be known as the ‘Board of Control of the Permanent Fund” Said Board
shall consist of three persons, and 1n the primary organization thereof one
member shall be elected for one year, one for two years, and one for three
vears, and at every annual assembly hereafter there shall be elected one
member for a term of three years, to take the place of the member whose
term expires on that day

The duties of the Board shall be to manage the Permanent Fund of
the Grand Imperial Council They shall cause to be safely invested m
interest-bearing securities all such sums of money as may from time to
time be appropriated for such purpose, and shall pay over to the Grand
Recorder the interest arising therefrom, they shall duly report their acts
and domgs to the Aunnual Assembly of the Grand Imperial Council each
vear, and their report shall be accompanied with a detailed statement of the
condition of the fund and the securities in which tt may be invested

All mvestments shall be made w the name of said Board for the use of
the Grand Imperial Council

1911.

Resolved, That all Past Grand Sovereigns of the Grand Imperial Council
who have not attamned the dignity of Grand Cross of Constantine are, by
virtue of their service, eligible for such honor, which may be conferred upon
them at any time by the Grand Sovereign

Further Resolved. That hereafter every Grand Sovereign-elect shall,
upon his enthronement. become eligible for the dignity of Grand Cross of
Constantine, which may be conferred upon him by the retiring Grand
Sovereign.

Further Resolved, That all investitures made under this authorization
shall be at once reported to the Grand Recorder, who shall enter the name
of the persons so honored on the matricula of Kmights Grand Cross, and
shall cover the offerings into the Imperial treasury. Prowvided, iowewver, that
these resolutions shall be suspended whenever the number of Knights Grand
Cross shall amount to fifty, and thereafter the dignity shall be conferred only
when a vacancy 1n such number shall exist.
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REGALIA.

At its organization, m the year 1872, the Grand Imperial Coun-
a1l formally adopted the clothing and jewels worn by the Grand
Imperial Council of England. At this assembly a commttec was ap-
pointed to draft a code of rules “for regalia and equipments” in ad-
dition to that prescribed by the Grand Council of England. At the
assembly of 1873, the committee reported back specifications for the
“umform of a Kmght of the Red Cross of Constantine,” which
speaifications were duly adopted. The committee made no change
in the clothing and jewels as adopted the previous year but pre-
seribed, in addition, a semi-military uniform, in general conformty
to the usage then prevailing in the other concordant Orders of
Masonic Chivalry. Winle the regulations concermng uniforms have
never been repealed, their use has been discouraged.

The following compilation presents the substance of the regu-
Jations of 1872-3 as modified by subsequent legislation or approved
usage

Members of the Grand Council.

APrRON—White satin, edged with crimson silk one inch and a hali
in width, crimson silk lining. segmental flap, on which the em-
blem of office 1s to be embroidered. embroidered cross, etc, in
centre of apron, Greek Alpha on the right side, and Greek
Omega embroidered 1n green silk on the left side, gold fringe
to apron

SasH—Crimson sk four mmches wide, edged with gold lace one
inch in width; emblem of office embroidered in gold on green
silk in front of the sash

SworD—Cross-hilted. and with crimson sheath.

TeweL—To be suspended from a crimson ribbon one inch i width.
(See engraving.)



34 LAWS OF THE

Grand Sovereign.

Star—The Grand Sovereign, and all Past Grand Sovereigns, in ad-"

dition to the jewels of a Sovereign or Grand Cross Knight,
wears, upon the left breast, the grand star of the Order as the
official insignia of rank. (See engraving.)

Intendants-General of Divisions.

Apron—Sinular to that adopted for the Grand Council, but with
gieen silk fringe instead of gold, same embroidery on centre
of apron, minus the crown.

Sas—Simular to that of the Grand Council, but with green fringe
mstead of gold lace.

Sworp—Sintilar to that adopted for the Grand Council.

JEWEL—Same as for member of the Giand Council. To be sus-
pended from a plan crimson ribbon, one inch wide

Knights of the Grand Cross.

AProN-—White satin, edged with purple silk one inch wide, and
an outside border of crimson silk half an inch in width; in
other respects similar to a Sovereign’s apron, the crown being
placed on the flap.

Sasa—Purple silk, three mches 1n width; outside border of crim-
son silk one mnch  Imperial crown embroidered 1 gold on
green rosette on front.

Sworp—Cross-hilted, purple sheath.
JeweL—Same as for Sovereign and Past Sovereigns, with radiat-

ing circle, to be suspended from a purple ribbon one inch
wide

Sovereigns.

AProN—\White satin, edged with purple ribbon one inch and a half
in width; Imperial gold embroidered crown on flap; em-
broidered cross 1 centre of apron; Greek Alpha on right side,
and Greek Omega on left side, embrowdered in green silk.
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Sasa—Purple silk, four inches m width; ciown embroidered on
front.

Sworp—Cross-hilted, puiple sheath

JeweL—Cross of the Order (omitting radiating circle), red enamel
set in gold; the first two letters of the name of Christ in Greek
in the centre, with the letters [. H S. V. m the four arms, and
Imperial crown of gold at top; suspended by a purple ribbon
one inch wide.

Viceroys.

AproN—Similar to that of a Sovereign, but with mitre embroi-
dered in gold instead of crown on flap, and without Greck
letters.

Sisu—Purple silk, four inches in width; mitre embioidered on .
front.

Sworp—Cross-hilted, purple sheath

JewEL—Same as for Sovereign, but with mitre instead of crown;
purple ribbon.

Knights Companions.

APRoON—White satin, edged with purple ribbon one inch and a
quarter wide; purple sifk lining; cross in centre, measuring
four inches each way.

SasH—Purple silk, four inches in width.
SwornD—Cross-hilted, purple sheath

JEweL—A Cross Fleure, suspended by a purple ribbon one inch
wide, red enamel set in gold; the letters I. H. S. V. in gold 1n
the four arms

At the annual assembly of 1911 the Special Committee on
Codification of Laws reported back the following specifications,
which were adopted with the committee’s general report.
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JEWELS.

Grand Sovereign.—A silver star of eight points, two and one-
half inches in diameter. Charged with an imperial Roman Eagle
with two heads; in one talon the lily, in the other the rose; sur-
charged upon the eagle a Greek Cross, floriated, bearing upon
each arm four stars and upon the intersection of the arms the
letters I. H. S.; above same A, below V. Cross of red enamel.
Surrounding the cross a laurel wreath, and above it an imperial
crown. All charges of gold with appropriate enamels. (See en-
graving.)

Knight Grand Cross.—A Greek Cross, floriated, with radiat-

ing circle around mtersection Charged with the Sacred Mono-

. gram, Ch1 Rho  On the arms of the cross the letters I. H S. V.

Above the cross an imperial crown.  All of gold with red enamel.

Length of arms, one and one-half inches, width of arms, about
one-fourth inch. )

Sovereigns.—Same as for Grand Cross, omitting radiating
circle.

Viceroys.—Same as Sovereign, but with mitre instead of
Crowll.

Knights Companions.—A plain Greek Cross, floriated, with
the letters I H S. V7 displayed on the arms

Ladies Broach.—The Grand Imperial Council permits the use
of the member’s cross by his female relatives and when so used to
be worn as a broach.

Officers.—There are no official jewels for the line officers of a
conclave. In this respect the Order of the Red Cross differs from
all other Masonic organizations.

Jewels of Appendant Orders.—The Grand Imperial Council,
of England. has specified a series of jewels to be worn, if so
desired, by the members of the Appendant Orders These jewels

S N &

vy

Jewels of the Red Cross Order

(Cut furmished by R. M. Johnson & Son, 26 W Washington St , Chicago Il )
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KNIGHT COMPANION
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(Cuts furnished bv The M C. Lilley & Co Columbus. Ohio)
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. . .
%7~ were formally adopted by the Grand Imperial Council at the
time of its "organizafion, but have never been practically em- ~ L
ployed. In England, many Red Cross Knights never becomie .
: Knights of the Holy Sepulchre; in fact the number of the latter -
., Order is limited. In the United States admission is to.all of the
 Orders, and. the necessity, or even utility, of the jewels of the
Holy Sepulchre hds not been recognized. These jewels may still

be worn, however, by those who so desire.

Labarum
{

\ A
N"&-‘j
\

—

< How Worn.—The grand star of the Order is worn upon the

“left breast, affixed by a pin and without ribbons of any kind.
The other jewels are worn upon the breast suspended by a ribbon -

¥ - passing around the neck. The colors of the ribbon as per speci-

= fications. ] N

(G ymmmmyty
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THE APRONS.

Sovereign.—Rectangular in form, 14x16 inches, ‘of white

satin with segmental flap, lined with suitable material in purple.

The body of the apron to be trimmed with purple satin 134
inches wide. Flap trimmed around with purple satin 174 inches
wide, to have purplé silk cord and tassel. In the center of the -
body to be a floriated Greek cross with a field of red satin or red
velvet, edged. with yellow silk or bullion embroidery. Super- i
.-imposed upon the Greek cross. a. Rho cross, composed of the
Ggeek letters Chi and Rho, embroidered in yellow silk or bullion,

-At the four ehds of the Gieek cross, embroidered in green silk,

the letters I. H. S. V,, the I at'the end of the top arm, the H at

the end of the left afm, the S at the end of the right arm, and the

kY -

e

E ?f; V at the end of the bottom -arm. At the right of this device

o P . (as worn) to be embroidered in green silk the Greek letter

j :; Alpha; at the left, similarly embroidered, the Greek letter
?; ) Omega. On the flap to be embroidered in yellow silk or bullion
= °  an imperial crown, with five converging arches, the space be-
F tween the arches being filled with red silk embroidery, as-well
2 - as the bottom of the crown. ' -
- Viceroy.—The same as above described for sovereign, except

that the letters Alpha and Omega are omitted, and in place of
(Cut furnished by The M. C. Lilley & Co , Columbus, Ohio) . N

@




38 - LAWS OF. THE

the imperial crown om the flap, there is to be embroidered an
ecclesiastical mitre. ] ¢

Knights Companion /—Apron of the same size, material and
trimmintg as that above described for Sovereign, except that the
_only-device on either body or flap shall be a floriated Greek cross
‘withl a field of red satin or velvet, edged with yellow silk on bul-
libn embroidery. At-the four ends of the Greek cross, embroid-

ered in green silk, the letters I. H. S. V, the I at the end of the -

top arm, the H at the end of the left arm, the S at the end of the
‘right arm, and the V at the end of the bottom arm.

- The Labarum shall be 24 by 36 inches in size, or in pro-
portion to such dimensions, cut tripartite at the bottom and
trimmed around the face with gilt lace or gimp ; gilt bullion fringe
at the bottom; three gilt bullion tassels attached to the three
points at the bottom. The front to be of purple satin or silk and
the back of suitable material of same color. On the face of the
banner to be a floriated Greek cross with a red field, edged with
yellow silk or bullion embroidery. Superimposed upon the
Greek cross a Rho-cross, composed of the Greek letters Chi and
Rho, embroidered in yellow silk or bullion. At the four ends of
the Greek cross, embroidered in green silk, the letters I. H. S V.,
the I at the end of the top arm, the H at the end of the left arm,
the S at the end of the right arm, and the V at the end of the
bottom arm. Above this device an imperial crown, embroidered
in yellow silk or bullion, with five converging arches, the space
between the arches being filled with red silk embroidery, as well
as the bottom of the-crown.

Labarum to be attached to a cross bar by gilt rings or loups _

of gilt lace; cross bar to have gllt ends and pendant therefrom
may be a gllt cord with tasseis extending above the cross bar
and attached to the staff. The cross bar to be attached to staff
i suitable manner. The staff to be surmounted by a gold plated
~metal Rho cross of the same pattern as that superimposed upon
the Greek cross on the body of the banner.

-

THE LABARUM. .
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COSTUMES.

At its organization in 1872, the Grand Imperial Council,
conforming to the- -regulation of the Grand Imperial Council of
England, adopted the following : -

The Grand Sovereign shall, however, be empowered to authorize the
substitution of a purple tunic, with a red cross on the breast, for the apron
usually worn; and in the event of such tunic bemg adopted in any Con-
clave, the same shall be worn by every member of that conclave

The foregomg provision is, of course, for ceremonial pur-
poses only. ;

No specific provision has ever been made for costumes n
the Order of the Holy Sepulchre or Knights of St. John, and
conclaves working these -points are at liberty to employ such
accessories as they may deem advisable.

In the year 1873 the Grand Imperial Council, with what
seéms to-have been an erroneous conception of the true charac-
ter of the Red Cross Order, adopted a semi-military uniform,
similar to that worn by the Knights Templars. This uniform
has long been discarded. The Order does not appear in public
and is not, in any sense, a military organization, as that term
is now understood. The sentiment for many years has been
sttongly opposed to public displays or the mimicry of military
usages.

For all social functions, and even for receptions, where short
forms of installation are employed, the prescribed clothing con-
sists of the evening-dress of society. This is in conformity
to the ancient usages of the Order and the established custom
in all other countries where Conclaves have been established.
Where evening dress is worn, the sash, without any device there-
on, is displayed under the vest. The sash, in such case, to be a
purple, gros grain, silk ribbon four inches wide.

S
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Forms

.~ Fidelitas, Unitas et Fervor

{

Petition For Installation

To the M. P. Sovereign and Knights Companions of

Conclave, No.
OF CONSTANTINE : ~ -

I, the undersigned, a Royal Arch Mason in good standing,

a member of

, R. A. M., jurisdiction of
,A.F.& A M.,

Chnptér No.
Lodge No.

jurisdiction of ,
respectfully pray that I may be created in your conclave, a
Kaight of the~Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant
Orders, and installed a member of same.

-Should my request be granted, I promise to fully conform
to all the rules and regulations of the order. I have never
before petitioned a conclave for the orders, and am a believer
m the Christian religion.

Name

, Order of the RED CROSS

Date of Birth
Place of Birth -

Occupation

Mail Address

Residence

(City and State only)

Recommended and vouched for by

\

/nﬁ Endorsement of Petition -

- PETITION OF e
Rectived i L ,
> " Due g N - i o
_ Committee- N
REPORT

To the M. P. Sovereign and Knights Companions of
Conclave, No. , R.C.of C.:_

N Your committee, to whom was referred the within petition,

report :

Committee

Balloted on

Petitioner




" Dimit / -

Ne Veriatur

Age Years. Profession

' In Hoc Signo Vinces

i CONCLAVE .
of the Imperial, Ecclesiastical and Military Order of the

Red Cross of Constantine

TO ALL WORTHY KNIGHTS COMPANIONS TO WHOM THESE
PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Greeting:
Faith Unity Zeal

Know ye, that Knight Companion

late a memberof______ Conclave No.______,in the
obedience of the Grand Imperial Couacil of the Order for the
United States of America, has regularly withdrawn from said
Conclave in conformity with the by-laws thereof:

Wherefore we have granted unto him these letters dim-
issory and recommended him to the favorable consideration
of all Worthy Knights Companions of the Order wheresoever

dispersed throughout the globe.

In testimony whereof we have caused these letters to be
signed by our M. P. Sovereign and attested by our Recorder
and the seal of the Conclave to be hereto affixed.

Given at , Lhis. day of

A.D.,1r9___A.0.15___.

M. P. Sovereign
ATTEST:

Recorder

P T T WY



