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INTRODUCTION
Albert Pike's The Book of the Lodge was published in 1872,

in a limited edition. It has been our finding that, outside of
the vaults of the Supreme Councils for the Southern and
Northern Jurisdictions of the United States, and several
Grand Lodge libraries, this document is not to be found. Of
the "Secret Work,” no complete copies appear to exist outside
of the Supreme Councils.

As Brother Pike noted (p 14, Beok of the Lodge) "This Ritual
is intended for instruction only, in the States of the
Southern Jurisdiction, where there are no Lodges working
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; to be studied and
understood before investiture with the fourth degree. For,
without it, the system of that Rite is incomplete, and even
like a fabric without foundation."

It may be correctly assumed that Pike had intended this
Ritual of the first three degrees of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, as a supplement to the
"American Rite" Degrees 1 through 3, and not a replacement
for it. This to provide that "post-graduate" instruction so
necessary to allow an effective transition from the one Rite

to the other.

Due to a prevailing provincial mentality that exists among
the hierarchy of Freemasonry today, the fear that Pike's
Ritual would supplant the existing American Rite Degrees, has
effectively buried this important document in the hope that
its implied "threat" would somehow disappear. But such is
not to be the case.

It is with great pleasure that we, who are student’s of
Albert Pike’s philosophy, and of the Ancient Mysteries in
general, publish Albert Pike’s The Book of the Lodge.

The Secret Work, as provided here, to these three degrees
has been {faithfully reconstructed from fragments of the
original document, plus esoteria from French, Spanish, and
Latin American manuscripts that existed from 1830 through
1880. In determining the nature of the esoteria and how
best to apply it, we adopted methodologies used by Albert
Pike in his Degrees 4-32. It is our contention that this
Secret Work is true to the intent of Pike's Ritual, and that
any variances (unless otherwise noted) are purely

unintentional.
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DEGREE 1
APPRENTICE

0.1.

[p 38]

There must also be a third room, styled the "Chamber of Reflection". It
should be a story below the lodge room; and, if possible, underground, with
no window. The floor sust, in any case, be of earth. On the walls should
be brief sentences of morality, and maxims of austere philosophy, written
as if with charcoal. Among them must be these:

0.2.

{p 38]

Over the door of the vault is a transparency in the shape of the top of a
coffin painted in black, on which the following words, made to appear
luminous with a blood-red light, at the proper time, by means of a lamp,
introduced from the outside, through a small wicket.

Over the pile of bones is written:
"The vile remains of a perjtitred traitor!”
Over the skeleton:
"Death, avenger of perjury and treason!"
On the coffin, over the breast of the supposed corpse:
"An Apprentice faithless and erased!"

The door should have a large, heavy iron lock, like that of a dungeon, with
a huge bolt.
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In the center of the room is placed a small wooden table. Next to it, a
rock or mound of earth, which is the only seat. On the table are placed a
single light, set in a human skull, a small bell, a small loaf or roll of
bread, a basin of water, containers of salt, sulphur and mercury; and

paper, pens and ink.

On the floor near the table is a coffin (with only the head of the corpse
showing). In one corner stands a skeleton, complete, holding in one hand
an arrow, in the other a dagger. In another corner a skull and other human

bones lie in a confused head on the ground.

0.3.

[p 49]
SW: Brothers Senior and Junior Deacons [or Expert

and Assistant Expert], you will determine if all present are
Masons.

(1 rap) Brethren, to order as Masons.

0.4.
[p 50]
VM: Brother Senior Warden, are you a Mason?
Sw: My brothers recognize me as such.
VM: Who is a Mason?
SwW: A free man of good morals, equally a friend of

the poor and the rich, who is virtuous.
VM: What have you come here to do?

Sw: To learn to overcome my passions, to subdue my
will, and to make new progress in Masonry.

VM: What are the fundamental precepts of a Mason?
Sw: Fraternal love, relief, and truth.

VM: What is Freemasonry?

Sw: A fraternal system of morals, illustrated by

symbols, in association with honest brothers, who seek the
perfection of human morals.
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VM: What is the work of a Mason?

S}v': To dig pits for vice and to raise temples to
virtue.

VM: How should I recognize you to be a Mason?

SW: By my signs, a word, and the grip.

VM: What brings you here?

Sw: My obligation.

VM: What do you bring here with you?

SW: Love for my brethren and zeal for the interests

of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

0.5.

{p 50]

The Venerable Master raps two times and all officers stand.

0.6.

[p 52]

The Venerable Master rises and approaches the Senior Deacon [EBxpert]. Both
make the sign of the degree and then clasp right hands. The Master
whispers the Sacred Word of an Apprentice to the Senior Deacon [Expert].

They then step back.

VM: Brother Senior Deacon [Expert], carry the Sacred
Word of the First Degree to the Senior Warden.

The Senior Deacon [Expert] approaches the Senior Warden’s station, who
rises and receives the word in the same way. The Senjior Warden in turn
gives the word to the Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] and orders hiam to
carry it to the Junior Warden. The Deacons [Experts) return to their

stations.
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0.7.

[p 54]

The Junior Warden raps three times, followed by the Senior Warden, who raps
three times, followed by the Venerable Master, who raps three times.

VM: My brethren, let us return thanks to the Grand
Architect of the Universe for the many blessings with which
He has surrounded us, and implore His aid to enable us to
perform our duties.

PRE: Sovereign Author of the Universe, we pay you
the sincere homage of our fervent gratitude for all the
blessings which your infinite goodness has bestowed upon
us. We implore you to purify our hearts by the sacred fire
of your love, and to guide and direct us in the ways of
virtue. Let peace and charity form the chain of our union.
Cause us in this lodge faintly to imitate the state and
condition of your elect in Your holy and spiritual kingdom.
Enable us in all things to discern and adopt the good and
reject the evil. Let us not be deceived by pretended zeal
and devotion, nor deceive ourselves as to our weakness and
errors. Aid us in advancing the purposes and attaining the
objects of the true and genuine Masonry, and thus enable us
to serve our fellows and assist in carrying forward your
great designs. Amen.

ALL: So mote it be.
VM: With me, my brethren.

All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3). This is
followed by the Sign three times, each time saying:

ALL: Huzza!
0.8.
(p 58]
VM: (3 raps) To order, my brethren.

All stand under the Sign of Order for the degree.

VM: From whence come you?
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MC: A visitor, from the Lodge of Saint John of
Scotland [or, the Holy Saints Johnl.

The Master of Ceremonies gives the name and lodge of the visitor(s).
[The French Ritual adds the following:]
VM: What do you bring with you to this place?

MC: Obedience to the Venerable Master, love,
gladness, health and welfare to all my brethren.

VM: What it done in the Lodge of Saint John?
MC: Wreaths are twined and temples are erected for
virtues. While dungeons are carved out and chains

fashioned for vice.
VM: What have you come here to do?

MC: Conquer my passions, subdue my desires, and
make further progress in Masonry.

0.9.

[p 64]

The Deacon [Expert] meets with the candidate in the retired room. He
relieves the brother in waiting and proceeds to prepare the candidate by

blindfolding him, saying:

JD: Mister {A.B.}, I cover your eyes with this
blindfold, not to prevent your observing your surroundings,
but to shut out any distractions which might occur along

this short journey.

It is my duty to conduct you to a rocom known
as the Chamber of Reflection, where, in silence and solitude,
you will have opportunity to meditate in silence.

As they descend, there should be the sound of dripping water and the

squealing of rats.

The Deacon [Expert] conducts the candidate to a seat in the Chamber of
Reflection. The Deacon [Expert] withdraws silently, and a brother (as the
Preparer) enters. He is clothed in a long black domino, with a broad-
brimmed slouched hat, and his face covered by a mask of black silk, with a

sword by his side. The Preparer says:

-g-
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0.10.

[p 65]

The Preparer exits, closes the door, and knocks 3 times.

0.11.
[p 66]
After a minute, or so, the sound of chains will be rattled without, and
cries, groans and moans will be heard, followed by a great crash. There

are cries, as of pain and terror, and then dead silence.

Then light will be introduced, making the writing on the transparency
legible.

0.12.

[p 70]

The Deacon [Expert] prepares the candidate by divestind him of all metal,
giving him a darment to wear; right foot, knee, arm, and breast bare;
blindfolded with a rope (cabletow) three times aTound his neck.

0.13.

[p 70]

The Pursuivant or Junior Deacon places the point of his sword against the
naked breast of the candidate.

PUR: Who is this audacious one who attempts to force
entry into the temple?

SD: Calm yourself, my brother. Mister {A.B.} has no
intention of penetrating, in spite of you, into this sacred
enclosure. The man who comes and knocks is a candidate
desiring to receive light, and who humbly entreats of our
venerable lodge.

PUR: Is he a free man and of good repute?
SD: He is.
PUR: Is he properly prepared?

-10-
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SD: He is.

The Pursuivant or Junior Deacon closes the door, turns and reports:

0.14.

[p 72]

The Pursuivant or Junior Deacon opens the door, and says:

PUR: Enter.

The Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to a point between the two columns
(about five feet inside the lodde room) and stops. He is met by the
"Terrible Brother" (one who has been selected to act as such from among the
brethren). The Terrible Brother places the point of the sword on the naked

breast.
TB: Mister {A.B.}, what do you feel?

CAN: (PROMPTED) The point of a weapon.

TB: Mister {A.B.}, the steel, whose point you feel, is

a symbol of the remorse which will tear at your heart if
disgraced, at some future date, by your becoming a traitor
against this august society, which has received you into our
bosom, because you are a man of honor.

The sword is removed.

TB: What do you see?
CAN: Nothing.
TB: The blindfold that covers your eyes is a symbol

of the blindness in which man finds himself, when dominated
by the passions and submerged in ignorance and

superstition.

VM: Mister {A.B.}, what is your opinion of Masonry?
CAN: (ANSWER)

VM: Is it your intention to become a Mason?

CAN: It is

-tf-
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VM: Is it of your own free will, without any
compulsion or persuasion, that you present yourself?

0.15.
[p 76]
Just inside the door, a large wooden frame stands, in which the empty space
is filled by a paper 'screen". The whole being supported by brothers on
each side.
BR1: What shall we do with the profane?
BR2: Shut him up in the cavern!

Two brethren seize the candidate and throw him through the paper screen
into the arms of two other brethren who stand ready to receive him. The
outer door, previously left open, is shut with great noise.

BR3: The incubation is complete!

BR4: It is time. Make the profane come forth from
the mystic chaos in which he exists!

The candidate is asggsisted up and conducted to the Senior Warden's station.

0.16. [0.14.]

[p 94]

The Venerable Master raps 3 times and all brethren stand.

The Senior Warden proceeds to the altar and places in the hands of the
candidate a cup without a handle and divided into two parts. In one part
is water sweetened with honey. In the other water made bitter with gentian
or some other harmless herb or drug; or there may be two cups precisely
alike in shape.

SwW: Mister {A.B.}, you will repeat the words which I
am about to say, exactly.

SwW/

CAN: I, {A.B.}, in the presence of the Great Architect

of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets and mysteries which may
hereafter be entrusted to me, forever hereafter, in respect
to all the tests, whether my initiation be completed or remain

-12-~
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incomplete, to any person in the world, who shall not be
entitled at the time to receive them.

I furthermore promise and swear that I will
battle to control unrestrained passions, in myself as in
others; and that I will practice the wvirtues of kindness,
generosity and beneficence, especially with my brethren;
giving advise and counsel when requested, and providing for
their necessities when in need.

To all of which I most solemnly and sincerely
promise on my honor of silence.

A Deacon [Expert] places the candidate’s right hand over his heart, while
the candidate takes a drink of the sweetened water. The Senior Warden

takes the cup, and the following is said:

SW: Mister {A.B.}, you will continue to repeat the
words after me.

SwW/

CAN: And, if I should ever violate my obligation, I

consent to this which the sweetness of this beverage
changes itself to bitterness, and to this which its beneficial
effect becomes for me that of a subtle poison.

The Senior Warden returns the cup (bitter side to the candidate, or a
second cup with bitter water) to the candidate. The candidate’s right hand
atill over his heart, when he is told to take a drink from the cup.

SW: Mister {A.B.}, your expression changes. Is the
sweet already become bitter? Perhaps your conscience belies
your words?

The Senior Warden then takes the cup and places it on the altar.

LITURGY A.

[p 96, Liturgy p 591
VM: From the earliest times, the initiate into the

Mysteries was subjected to physical trials if his courage and
endurance. Pythagoras imposed on his disciples five years
of silence. Wherever the Mysteries were practiced, and
under whatever name, the good faith, devotion and manhood
of the candidate were tested, and complete assurance of them
had, before he was irradiated by the light of truth.

-13-
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In the middle ages, when the church of Rome,
sitting on the ruins of the fallen empire, reigned supreme
over consciences, Masonry, claiming as its patron Saint John
the Evangelist, needed to require similar tests and trials.
Like the early Christian mysteries, it was a secret
discipline." For, during whole centuries, a word, the least
indiscretion, a gesture, was a death warrant. The miter and
crown were then in league together against man.

The Inquisition classed Masons with Jews and
heretics, and dealt with them by the tender mercies of
torture. To be a Mason then, was to expose one’s self to the
same dangers as surrounded the Christian under Nero and
Domitian. The existence of the entire Masonic body was
involved in every initiation.

Masonry comes more directly from the mysteries
of the sun, and those of Mithra, in Persia. There the
aspirant commenced by easy tests, and arrived by degrees
at those that were most cruel, in which his life was often
endangered. No one can be initiated, says Suidas, until
after he has proven, by the most terrible trials, that he
possesses a manly soul, exempt from the sway of every
passion.

Masonry has softened, but has not chosen to
dispense with, the ancient tests; for it is not in free
countries only that she exists; nor is it in them that she
plays the most important part. Neither, even in these, is
there any guarantee of the eternity of freedom, or that the
powers of government may not be usurped by those to which
masonry might become dangerous, and would be hostile,
unless false to its mission.

0.17.

{p 97]
VM: Terrible Brother, you will seat the candidate

upon the stone of reflection.

The candidate is conducted to the east where the Rough Ashlar is situated.
The Terrible Brother returns to his station.

VM: Withdraw, my brethren, that this man may be
left to his conscience and to that darkness which covers his
eyes.

_14_
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Four or five brethren, make noise of people exiting the lodge, closing the

door noisily, etc. Then absolute gilence is maintained for about two
minutes.

0.18.
[p 97]

The Terrible Brother approaches the candidate and says:
TB: Get up!

The Brother conducts the candidate IHREE times around the lodge, beginning
in the northwest, proceeding first East, then south (past the Master'’s
station), then west, then north (in front of the Senior Warden), then east,
and so forth, and ending in front of the Junior Warden.

During this first journey, there is much noise as various brothers argue
back and forth. Blocks of variously sized wood are placed randomly along
the candidate’s path, so that he may occasionally stumble. EqQuipment
should be placed, on the route, to generate electrical arcs that noisily
(though harmlessly) crackle. Large heavy balls are rolled on the floor to

imitate thunder.

During the first circuit, two brothers hold a Deacon’s staff, horizontally,
about five feet off the ground. This, the candidate must pass under:

stoop down... proceed slowly.

TB: We are approaching an arch... lower your head...

During the second circuit, two more brothers hold a staff, horizontally,
about gix inches off the ground. Thig, the candidate must pass over:

TB: There is an obstacle ahead... go slow... life up
your right foot and pass over... now lift up your left foot.

During the third circuit an incline, made of heavy 3'x8' plywood, raised
about a foot at one end, is placed on the candidate’s path. Meanwhile,
several brothers, holding large fans, blow air onto the candidate. The
candidate is made to slowly climb the incline and then told to jump [NOTE:
In older rituals, the candidate was required to climb a ladder of seven
steps. Once at the summit, he was then told to jump. A mattress was so

placed for his landing):

TB: Go slowly and have courage, we are at the

summit of the journey. Stop!.. Now jump into space!
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Upon landing, the candidate 1is given a light shock with and electrical

device.

The candidate is conducted to in front of the Junior Warden. The Terrible
Brother stamps on the floor with his foot three times. The Junior Warden
dets up immediately and applies his gavel to the candidate’s chest.

JW: Who comes here?

TB: This is a profane who requests to be accepted
as a Freemason.

JW: By what right does he dare to make this
request?

TB: Because he is free and of good morals.

JW: Since he is thus, he may pass.

The brother reconducts the candidate back to the two columns, turns and
faces the east.

TB: Venerable Master, the first journey has been
completed.

0.19.
[p 102]

The Terrible Brother conducts the candidate THREE times around the lodge,
beginning in the south, proceeding first west, then north (in front of the
Senior Warden), then east, and south, and ending in front of the Senior
Warden. During this second journey, the brethren rattle and clash swords.
The candidate’s path is clear with no obstacles.

The Terrible Brother stamps on the floor three times. The Senior Warden
dets up immediately and applies his gavel to the candidate‘s chest.

SW: Who comes here?

TB: This is a profane who requests to be accepted
as a Freemason.

SW: By what right does he dare to make this
request?
TB: Because he is free and of good morals.

_16_
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Sw: Since he is thus, he may pass and be purified
by water. He will now wash in the ancient spirit of leaving
all passions, vice and falsehood behind, that he may enter,
as the neophyte, into the ancient Mysteries, cloaked only in
clean and white garments.

A bagin of water is brought before the candidate, and he is to immerse his
left hand in the water three times. The candidate’'s hands are dried and
the Brother reconducts the candidate back to the two columns, turns and

faces the east.

TB: Venerable Master, the second journey has been
completed.

LITURGY B.

[p 103, Liturgy p 64]
VM: In the Druidical Mysteries, among the trials of

the candidate, he was placed in a boat and sent out to sea
alone, having to rely on his own skill and presence of mind
to reach the opposite shore in safety. If the candidate
declined it, he was dismissed with contempt. If he made it
and succeeded, he was termed "thrice-born,” was eligible to
all the dignities of the state, and received complete
instruction in the philosophical and religious doctrines of the

Druids.

When the aspirant was initiated into the
Mysteries of Isis, he was conducted to the nearest baths,
and after having bathed, the priest first solicited
forgiveness of him of the gods, and then sprinkled him all
over with the clearest and purest water, and conducted him
back to the temple. It was required of every initiate that
his heart and hands be free of every stain. It was
represented that, except for the gravest sins, there was
opportunity for expiation; and the tests of air, water, and
fire were represented, by means of which, during the march
of many years, the soul could be purified, and rise toward
the ethereal regions. The ascent being more or less tedious
and laborious, according as each soul was more or less
clogged by the gross impediments of its sins and vices.

In the Mithriac Mysteries, the candidate was
purified with water and fire, and went through seven stages
of initiation. Ablutions were required in all the mysteries,
symbolical of the purity necessary to enable the soul to
escape from its bondage in matter.

-37-
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Sacred baths and preparatory baptisms were
used, lustrations, immersions and purifications of every kind.
At Athens, the aspirants bathed in the Ilissus, which
subsequently became a sacred river. Before entering the
Temple of Eleusis, all were required to wash their hands in a
vase of lustral water, placed near the entrance. Apuleius
bathed seven times in the sea, symbolical of the seven
spheres which the soul must reascend. The Hindus must
bathe in the sacred River Ganges. Menander speaks of a
purification by sprinkling three times with salt and water.
Water nourishes and purifies. The urn from which it flowed
as thought worthy to be a symbol of the Deity, as of the
Osiris~Canobus, who with living water irrigated the soil of
Egypt; and also an emblem of hope. That should cheer the
dwellings of the dead. In the terrible and dangerous tests
of some of the old Mysteries, the candidate was made to swim
a river.

0.20.

[p 104]

The Terrible Brother conducts the candidate IHREE times around the lodge,
beginning in the west, proceeding first north, then east, then south and
west, to in front of the Venerable Haster. During this third journey,
there is absolute silence and no obstructions block the path of the

candidate.

The Terrible Brother stamps on the floor three times. The Venerable Master
gets up immediately and applies his gavel to the candidate’s chest.

VM: Who comes here?

TB: This is a profane, baptized, who requests to be
accepted as a Freemason.

VM: By what right does he dare to make this
request?

TB: Because he is free and of good morals.

VM: Since he is thus, he may pass by the purifying

flames, in order that nothing of his past profane life may
remain.

A candle is brought before the candidate, and he is to pass his right hand
slowly over the flame three times (being careful not to inflict damage).

-18-
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[NOTE: In older rituals, a blast of flame was blown into the face of the
candidate by use of a long metallic tube having at one end a mouth-piece
and at the other a spirit-lamp, surrounded with wire gauze. The tube
contained lycopodium or arcanson in powder, which, when blown upon the
spirit-lamp would cause a harmless flash of flame.)

The Brother reconducts the candidate back to the two columns, turns and

faces the east.

TB: Venerable Master, the third journey has been
completed.
0.21.
(p 106]
VM: Terrible Brother, conduct the candidate to the

Brother Surgeon. (DONE)
Brother Surgeon, do your duty.

A brother, who has been appointed as Surgeon, steps up and addresses the

candidate:

Surgeon: Mister {A.B.}, it gives me great pleasure to
congratulate you upon the progress you have made in your
search for light and truth, and upon the possession of that
fortitude which has sustained you in your journeys, pursued
by so many good and true men before you.

Courage has been ever deemed a prerequisite to
Masonic advancement. You have been tested by earth, air,
water and fire. At each step of your advancement, a degree
of fortitude was demanded. You will not, then, be surprised
to learn that a further test awaits you, not only of fortitude

but of sincerity.

Coursing through your arteries and veins is a
crimson fluid essential to life. So precious is it to every
man that he who sheds his blood in defense of a cause, or
in the line of duty, proves in the most decisive manner his

devotion thereto.

I propose here, in the presence of the brethren,
to take from you the amount of blood that you may
voluntarily offer to sacrifice. The whole amount of blood in
the human body is about 1/13 of the body’s weight. In the
bountiful provision of nature several pounds of this vital

-19-
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fluid may be lost and again restored. But, should the limit
of safety be passed and your physical life be lost, your
name will be enrolled among the gods, and you will be
immortal. The worthy Mason surmounts all difficulties;
surpasses all obstacles, and, to fear, becomes a hardened
statue.

Terrible Brother, you will bare the right arm of
the candidate. Place your staff in his right hand. (DONE)

TB: Brother Surgeon, the candidate has been
prepared.

The Brother holds the arm of the candidate. Heanwhile, the Surgeon ties a
cord around the arm, and when the vein is raised, he passes the point of a
needle (clean) or penknife against a small point on the arm of the
candidate. At the same time, a syringe filled with tepid water, is placed
above the "scratch" on the arm, and water 1s allowed to trickle on the arm,
the liquid falling to a bowl. After about 10-15 seconds, stop! Wipe the
candidate’s arm dry and place a bandage over the supposed cut.

VM: Mister {A.B.}, you probably can tell that you
have been mock bled. This was done, not to trifle with your
feelings, but to test your courage. It has been one of the
landmarks of this institution, that the courage should be
thus tested; and should any prove to be recreant to their
promise, they would immediately be led out of the chamber
without ever once beholding the beauties of our institution.
I am satisfied that you possess the necessary courage,
fortitude, manhood and perseverance to entitle you to
receive the secrets of our ancient rite.

MISSING PAGE

{p 110]

..to give it deprives you of some luxury or comfort, and
truly makes you poorer than before, it is the widow’s mite,
as acceptable in the sight of heaven as the rich man’s costly
offerings would be. Your gift is received and accepted by
the lodge with grateful thanks.

0.22.

[p 111]
VM: Terrible Brother, seat the candidate.

-20-



SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF THE LODGE

The candidate is seated in a chair in front of the east.

VM: Soon, Sir, you are to reap the harvest of the
trials you have endured. We are disposed to reward the
sense pf beneficence you have just displayed. However, it
is my duty to consult once more those with whom I am about
to associate you to learn if there be no objection to present
against your admission.

Any brother present may now ask through his Warden for leave to speak,
either to object or defend the candidate from an objection. However, in
each instance, the candidate having received a clear ballot, these
objections are to be unwoundingly friendly and frivolous.

The Venerable Master must keep strict control. No real objection may be
presented now. Such must have been made privately to the Master before the
candidate was first brought in.

¥hen all discussion has finished, the Venerable Master will say:

0.23.

(p 111}

On the altar, to the east, in front of the Bible, is placed the mannequin
head representing "John the Baptist."

The candidate is again blindfolded and conducted into the lodge room via
the preparation room door, stopping between the two columns.

VM: Brother Guide, you will deliver the candidate
jinto the hands of the Senior Warden, so that he may teach
him to make the first step in the angle of an oblong square.
After that, conduct Him to the east, in order that he may
consent to his obligation.

SW: Mister {A.B.}, you will approach the altar in the
following manner: Stand erect. Advance your left foot.
Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the right to the
heel of the left, forming the angle of a square. Now repeat
this step two more times.

The Senior warden Returns to his seat.

SW: Venerable Master, the candidate has taken the
required steps.

VM: Place the candidate to the altar.
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The Conductor causes the candidate to kneel on both knees. Both of the
candidate’s hands are placed on the Holy Bible, over which a square and a

conpasses are resting on the altar.
The Venerable Master raps three times and all brethren stand.

VM. Mister {A.B.}, the engagement which you have
contracted contains nothing offensive with respect to your
duty to God and to good morals, nor to the obedience you
owe to the laws. This obligation is a serious matter and
because of that it will be necessary that you consent of
your own free will. Therefore, do you consent?

CAN: (ANSWER)

VM: You will repeat the words which I am about to
say, exactly.

VM/

CAN: I, {A.B.}, in the presence of the Great Architect
of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets of Freemasonry that may be
confided in me to any person in the world, who shall not be
entitled at the time to receive them.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will bear
true allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Inspectors
General of the 33rd Degree, and will pay due obedience to
its regulations, statutes and edicts; and that I will obey and
abide by the by-laws, rules, and regulations of the Lodge of
Apprentices to which I may belong, so long as I continue a
member thereof.

Further, 1 promise to love my brethren, to
succor them, and to aid them in their need, according to my
ability.

To all of which I do most solemnly pledge my
faith and honor; and if I should ever fail my obligation, may
I be disgraced by my brothers, as if having my throat cut
and be buried in the sands of the sea, that the ebb and
flow bear me into eternal oblivion. May the Great Architect
of the Universe aid me to keep and perform the same.
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VM: Brother Senior Deacon, you will remove the
cabletow from this new brother as he is now bound to us by
his obligation.

The cabletow is removed as instructed. Terrible Brother then helps the
candidate to rise and they return to a point between the two columns.

VM: My brothers, do your duty!

0.24.

(p 111]

The Venerable Master raps three times slowly. On the third rap, the Junior
Warden removes the blindfold from the candidate. In the dim light he sees
the head of "John the Baptist" in front of him.

VM: However horrible this scene may appear to you,
let no fears arise in your mind.

0.25.

[p 116]
VM: If light, let it be so.

Wisdom excels folly as far as 1light excels
darkness. The light shines in the darkness and the
darkness has not overcome it. And the universe was without
form and confused, and darkness brooded on the face of the
abyss, and the spirit of God moved on the expanse of
waters, and God said, "Let there be light." And, there was

light.

The Master raps three times slowly. On the third rap, the guide removes
the blindfold from the candidate. A puff of flame near the face of the
candidate in provided by a blowpipe-like device, The Venerable Master raps
three times on the head of the compasses.

VM: My brother, learn, by the precision of the
compasses, to direct all your movements towards good.
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0.26.

[p 119]
Then. over the neophyte’s head, the Master strikes three blows, at equal
intervalg, with his mallet, on the blade of his sword.

VM: Arise, my brother.
0.27.
[p 121]
VM: There are two signs: The Sign of Order is made

by standing and placing the flat of the right hand under
the throat, bent slightly toward the carotid artery of the
left, the four fingers pressed and the thumb separated in
the form of a square, and the left arm hanging out. This
Sign has an allusion to the penalty of your obligation is you
should ever violate it.

The Sign of Recognition is made after you have
been placed in order, by placing horizontally your right
hand near the right shoulder, and by a movement that
simulates the act of cutting your throat, then immediately
allowing your right hand to fall the length of the body. You
will find that you have, by this sign, depicted a square
upon yourself. This is also called the Guttural Sign.

The March of an Apprentice is made in three
steps in the following manner: Stand erect. Advance your
left foot. Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the
right to the heel of the left, forming the angle of a square.
Now repeat this step two more times. The first step
addresses the Venerable Master, the second, the Brethren in
the North, and the third, the Brethren in the South. This
march is to be used when entering the lodge and
approaching the altar and is to be followed by the Sign of
Recognition.

The Grip is made by engaging the right hand of
the one whom you wish to be acquainted with. You place
your thumb on the first knuckle of his index finger, and
then you tap lightly three times in the hollow of his hand.
This Grip, when given by a brother, is, at the same time, the
demand of the Sacred Word.
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The Sacred Word, or "the Word", is not ever to
be pronounced, much less written. In order to communicate
it between Masons, they spell it by letter, the one to the
other, orally, as follows:

(TO THE SENIOR DEACON) Give me the Sacred

Word.
SD: The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced.
VM: How will you give it?
SD: We may only spell it. I will give you the first
letter and you will give me the second.
B.
VM: 0.
SD: A.
VM: z.
This word signifies "force.” You see the first
letter on the column to the north. Remember, when one

demands of you the Sacred Word of a Freemason, you shall
respond: "The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced. We may
only spell it. I will give you the first letter and you will

give me the second.”
[The French ritual continues:]

VM: The Battery of a Mason is made by slowly
clapping the palms of the hand, three times, thus... You will
repeat the battery with me. (DONE)

The Battery of Applause is made by clapping the
hands three times in the same manner and stamping with the
left heel at the third clap.

My brother, the things that you see us do will
become familiar to you. We do all things in the "square"
and that the number "3" is, to us, a mysterious number.
Thus, when a brother asks you your age, you should reply
that you are "three years of age". Do you understand?

CAN: (ANSWER)
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MC: The president of this lodge is titled the
Venerable Master. You will now respond by giving that title.
CAN: Venerable Master.

VM: This is good. I recognize you to be an

Apprentice Mason.

0.28.

[p 122]

This section cannot be determined from resources available.
It is unique to the Pike work. It undoubtedly refers to
differences in Sacred Words and their pronunciations, as well
as structural differences in each respective Rite's work. For
example:

The Sacred Word of this degree is "boaz", but is variously
pronounced as "bohaz"” and "booz.” In the Grand Orient of
France, the Sacred Word of an Apprentice is "jakin (jachin)".
In addition, the Rites in Europe make use of a "Word of the
Semester"” to be used as a password.

The March of an Apprentice is on the left foot. In the
Grand Orient of France, the March is the same with the
exception that it is on the right foot.

The Battery of this Degree is "* * *", but in the Grand
Orient of France it is "¥¥ ¥",

Differences between this Work and the York (American) Rite
equivalent degrees should already be known.

0.29.

[p 132]

..entering into a new life. you were made to wear the
clothes of an initiate. All metals were removed from you,
and you were deprived of the use of your sight.

By taking away all metals, we taught you of the
condition of man before civilization in a state of nature;
while the darkness presented to you man in complete
ignorance.
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(p 137]
A sword

0.30.

[p 150]

The Venerable Master and brethren clap (3 X 3). This is followed by the

acclamation three times:

All: Huzza!

0.31.

[p 150]

If he takes the pen and proceeds to write, the Master of Ceremonies will
strike a blow on the table with his sword. The Venerable Master, striking

another with his mallet will say:

VM: Have you so soon forgotten, or did you not
understand your obligation! Repeat that part of your
obligation!

If the candidate cannot, the Venerable Master will repeat it for him, then

continue:

0.32.

[p 150]

If the candidate refuses to write, the Venerable Master will commend him
for his prudence and memory of his obligation.

0.33.
[p 160]
VM: (1 rap) Brother Senior Warden, what age are
you?
Sw: Three years.
VM: What is the length of time that masons work?
Sw: From high noon until midnight.
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VM: What is the hour?
SW: It is midnight.
VM: Since it is midnight and this is the hour in

which Masons end their labor, brothers Senior and Junior
Wardens, invite the brethren of the two columns to join with
you and me in closing this Lodge of Apprentices.

JW: Brethren in the south, this lodge is about to be
closed.
SW: Brethren in the north, this lodge is about to be
closed.

The Venerable Master raps 3 times and all the brethren stand

VM: In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council
(Mother-Council of the world), of the 33d and last degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free-masonry, for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, and by
virtue of the authority in me vested as Venerable Master of
this Lodge of Apprentice Masons, I declare it to be duly
closed. With me, my brethren.

All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3). This is
followed by the Sign three times, each time saying:

All: Huzza!

The Junior Warden raps 3 times, followed by the Senior Warden, and then the
Venerable Master, each rapping 3 times.

VM: The lodge is closed, my brethren. Go in peace,
but first swear to keep profoundly secret every thing here
done and transacted this night, not proper to be revealed.

Beginning with the Senior Warden, all brethren pass in procession in front
of the Venerable Master, who, standing at the entrance of the Orient, holds
out the hilt of his sword. Bach, in turn, lays his right hand on the hilt,
saying:

BR: I vow.

END DEGREE 1 SECRET WORK
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DEGREE 2
FELLOW CRAFT

.

[p 185]
SwW: Brothers Senior and Junior Deacons [or Expert

and Assistant Expert], you will determine if all present are
Fellow-Craft Masons.

(1 rap) Brethren, to order as Fellow-Craft
Masons.

The officers remain at their stations, and they and the brethren remain
seated, under the Sign of the order. Bedinning in the east, the Senior
Deacon {Expert] receives the password from the brethren on the north, while
the Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert], likewise, receives the pagss from the
brethren on the south.

If either Deacon [Expert] fails to receive the password, or does not
recognize a particular person as such, he directs him, by gesture to rise,
I1f any brother knows the person rising to be a Pellow-Craft Mason in goed
standing, he will rise and so declare. It is not enough to have sat in a
lodge with him. If no one vouches for the party, he will be required to
withdraw to the Preparation Room for examination.

¥hen none remain but Pellow-Craft Masons, and the Expert and Assistant
EBxpert are satisfied, they will return to their places, and standing, the
Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] will say:

JD: Brother Senior Deacon, all on the column of the

south are Fellow-Craft Masons.

SD: Brother Junior Warden, all on both columns are
Fellow-Craft Masons.
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JW: Brother Senior Warden, all present are Fellow-
Craft Masons.

Sw: Venerable Master, I have satisfied myself that all
present are Fellow-Craft Masons.

VM: Then, in the name of God and St John the
Apostle, let us proceed.

The Venerable Master raps once and all sit.

VM: Brother Senior Warden, are you a Fellow-Craft
Mason?

SW: I have seen the Flaming Star.

VM: What brings you here?

Sw: My obligation.

VM: What have you learned as a Fellow Craft?

SW: To acquaint and to correct myself with the chisel
of morals.

VM: At what hour should we open our lodge?

SW: At high noon.

VM: What is the hour?

Sw: It is high noon.

VM: Then, since it is the hour at which we open for

labor, let us resume our work, for the benefit of our fellows,
our country and mankind.

The Venerable Master rises and approaches the Senior Deacon {Expert]. Both
make the Sign of the degree and then clasp right hands. The Master
whispers the Sacred Word of a Fellow-Craft to the Senior Deacon {Expert].
They then step back.

VM: Brother Senior Deacon [Expert], carry the Sacred
Word of the Second Degree to the Senior Warden.

The Senior Deacon [EBxpert] approaches the Senior Warden’s station, who
rises and receives the Word in the same way. The Senior Warden in turn
gives the Word to the Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] and orders him to
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carry it to the Junior Warden. The Deacons {[Experts] return to their
stations.
JW: (1 Rap) Venerable Master, all is just and
perfect.
VM: (1 rap) It being high noon, and all being just

and perfect, be pleased, brethren Senior and Junior Wardens
to proclaim, on your respective columns, that I am about to
open the labors of the respectable Lodge ........; No. ..., in
the Second Degree.

SW: (1 Rap) Brother Junior Warden, brethren who
grace the column of the north, the Venerable Master
announces to you that he is about to open the labors of the
respectable Lodge ........, No. «...., in the Second Degree.

JW: (1 Rap) Brethren who grace the column of the
south, the Venerable Master announces to you that he is
about to open the labors of the respectable Lodge ........, No.
wsessy 1IN the Second Degree.

(1 Rap) It is proclaimed on the column of the
south, brother Senior Warden.

SW: (1 Rap) Venerable Master, it is proclaimed on
both columns.

The Venerable Master raps three times and all brethren stand.
VM: To order, my brethren.

The Venerable Master takes off his hat, and says:

t2.

[p 185]
VM: With me, my brethren.

All give, Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3)., This is followed
by the sign of the degree three times, each time saying:

All: Huzza!
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13.

[p 189]

The Deacon [Expert]) prepares the candidate by divesting him of all metal,
removing his jacket or coat; left foot, knee, arm, and breast bare; with a
rope (cabletow) three times around his waist. The candidate 1s not

blindfolded.

The room is darkened, with essentially the light of candles, illuminating
the lodge room. The Deacon [Expert] conducts the candidate (who is holding
a 24-inch gauge) to the Preparation Room door into the Lodge where he is

required to rap (* * =),

SW: (1 rap) Venerable Master, an Apprentice knocks
at the door of the temple.

VM: {1 RAP) See who this Apprentice is.

SW: (1 RAP) Brother Junior Warden, see who this
Apprentice is that knocks at the door.

JwW: (1 RAP) Brother Junior Deacon, see who this
Apprentice is that knocks at the door.

NOTE: If there is a Pursuivant, the Junior Deacon will pass
this and future orders to him, and he will reply to the
Junior Deacon, what is set down for the latter, he then
replying to the Junior Warden. This will be continually
understood hereafter in all the Degrees.

The Junior Deacon or Pursuivant will entirely open one leaf of the door, if
it have two.

PUR: Who comes here?

SD: Brother {A.B.}, an Apprentice who has worked
the due time.

PUR: Is his master satisfied with him?

SD: He is.

PUR: Is this of his own free will and accord?

SD: It is.

The Pursuivant or Junior Dezcon closes the door, turns and reports:
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+4.
[p 194]
On reaching this position, the candiate will use the mallet and chisel upon
the rough stone (Ashlar), and then pass the chisel slightly over the smooth
stone (Perfect Ashlar).

15.

[p 200]
...have my throat cut across...

1s.

[MISSING]

1.

[p 206]

The candidate lays down his instruments. With his right hand, he lifts a
small stone and then uses the lever in moving a larger one.

18.

{p 211]
The candidate will then lay down his tools and, at the trestle board, place

his right hand f£lat, so that this thumb and index finger may form a right

angle.
9.
[p 220]
The Master of Ceremonies does as instructed. Then he conducts the

candidate (free-handed) once around the lodge room, as before. As they
pasa the Venerable Master’s station he raps (**x s*),  then each Warden raps
(®== ss2), They stop at the Venerable Master’s atation.
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0.

[p 220]

The Venerable Master presents a sword to the candidate.

$11.

[p 229]
The Master of Ceremonies hands the candidate the gavel, and leads him to
the Rough Ashlar, on which he strikes with the gavel THREE blows at equal

intervals.

MC: Venerable Master, the candidate has done his
last work as a faithful Apprentice.

The candidate is conducted to in front of the Tracing Board of this degree.
The Mysterious Star and Sacred lLetter are illuminated in the east over the
Venerable Master’s station.

$12.

[p 235]

As the Master of Ceremonies and candidate advance, the Senior Warden rises
and leaves his station. The candidate 1s placed, facing east, about 6 feet
west of the altar.

Sw: Brother {A.B.}, you will approach the altar in the
following manner: Stand erect. Advance your left foot.
Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the right to the
heel of the left, forming the angle of a square. Now repeat
this step two more times. Now advance your left foot
forward and to the right. Bring the heel of the right foot
to the heel of the left. Now advance your left foot forward
and to the left. Bring the heel of the right foot to the heel
of the left.

Venerable Master, the candidate has taken the
required steps.

VM: Brother Master of Ceremonies, place the
candidate at the altar.

The Master of Ceremonies causes the candidate to kneel on both knees. The
Conductor places in the candidate’s hands on the holy bible, over which a
square and a compasses ats resting on the altar,
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The Master raps three times and all stand.

VM: My brothers, about and to order with your
sword in hand. the candidate is prepared to take the
obligation of a Fellow Craft.

Brother {A.B.}, your toils as a Fellow Craft are
now about to begin. You have completed your work as an
Apprentice. Your obligation as a Fellow Craft will not only
bind you to secrecy, but also to the performance of the
chief duties of brotherhood. it will contain nothing at
variance with your duties to your God, your country, or
your family. Are you ready to assume it?

CAN: (ANSWER)

VM: You will repeat the words which I am about to
say, exactly. .

vM/

CAN: 1, {A.B.}, in the presence of the Great Architect

of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets of the degree of Fellow
Craft that may be confided in me to any person in the
world, who shall not be entitled at the time to receive them.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will bear
true allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Inspectors
General of the 33d Degree, and will pay due obedience to its
regulations, statutes and edicts; and that I will obey and
abide by the by-laws, rules, and regulations of the Lodge of
Fellow Crafts to which I may belong, so long as I continue a
member thereof.

Further, I will act as a true and faithful
craftsman, to answer signs and obey summons, and to
maintain the principles inculcated in the former degree.

To all of which I do most solemnly pledge my
faith and honor; and if I should ever fail my obligation, may
I be disgraced by my brothers, as if having my heart torn
out, my body burned and my ashes cast to the wind that
there remain no more memory of me among the Masons. May
God aid me to keep and perform the same.
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VM: Brother {A.B.}, what you have repeated may be
considered a serious promise, and as a pledge of your
fidelity, and to render it a solemn obligation binding on you
so long as you shall live, you will seal it on the Holy Bible
with your lips.

The candidate kisses the Bible.

VM: Brother Senior Warden, as you are of the first
column of this temple, since the candidate has demonstrated
patience and steadfastness, and has served five years as an
Apprentice, do you judge him worthy of being admitted
among us?

Sw: Yes, Venerable Master.

VM: Brother Junior Warden, do you, likewise, judge
him worthy of being admitted among us?

JW: Yes, Venerable Master.

VM: Your progress in Masonry is marked by the
position of the square and compasses. When you were made
an Apprentice, both points of the compasses were hid. In
this degree one is disclosed, implying that you have
completed your work as an Apprentice and that your toils as
a Fellow Craft are now to begin. You are now halfway
between the things of earth and those of heaven; between
the moral and political, and the philosophical and spiritual.

The Venerable Master grips the saber with his left hand and positions the
strip of metal on the head of the kneeling candidate. Taking the gavel
with his right hand and prepares to rap on the sword.

VM: To the Glory of the Grand Architect of the
Universe, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and in virtue of the
powers that are mine to confer, I, Venerable Master of this
lodge, create, (RAPS SWORD) accept, (RAPS SWORD) and
constitute (RAPS SWORD) Fellow-Craft Mason, Second
Degree of the Scottish Rite, and member of this lodge.

Arise, my brother. (DONE)

The Master raps once and all brothers (excluding the Senior Deacon and
Master of Ceremonies) return to their stations and sit.
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VM: My brother, there are two signs of a Fellow
Craft Mason: the Sign of Order is made by standing and
placing the right hand, half-open, palm upwards, on the
heart, the four fingers curved and the thumb raised in the
form of a square. At the same time the left hand, fully
open, is raised to the height of the head, the palm in
advance, and the fingers clenched with the thumb raised in
a square, the elbow close to the body. This sign has an
allusion to the penalty of your obligation is you should ever

violate it.

The Sign of Recognition is made after you have
been placed in order, by returning the right hand
horizontally across the heart, from left to right, then
permitting both the right and left hands to drop
simultaneocusly to their respective thighs. You will find that
you have, by this sign, depicted a square upon yourself.
This is also called the Pectoral Sign.

The March of a Fellow Craft is made with the
three steps of an Apprentice. Now advance your left foot
forward and to the right. Bring the heel of the right foot
to the heel of the left. Now advance your left foot forward
and to the left. Bring the heel of the right foot to the heel
of the left forming the angle of a square,

The Grip is made by engaging the right hand of
the one whom you wish to be acquainted with. You place
your thumb on the first knuckle of his middle finger, and
then you tap lightly five times in the hollow of his hand.
This Grip, when given by a brother, is, at the same time, the
demand of the Sacred Word.

The Sacred Word, or "the Word", is not ever to
be pronounced, much less written. In order to communicate
it between Masons, they spell it by letter, the one to the
other, orally, as follows:

(TO THE MASTER OF CEREMONIES) Give me the
Sacred Word.

MC: The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced.

VM. How will you give it?
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MC: We may only spell it. I will give you the first
letter and you will give me the secord.
J.
VM: A,
MC: C.
VM: H.
MC: I
VM: N.
This Word signifies "establish." You see the

first letter on the column to the south. Remember, when one
demands of you the Sacred Word of a Fellow Craft, you shall
respond: "The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced. We may
only spell it. I will give you the first letter and you will
give me the second.”

The Password of a Fellow Craft is SHIBBOLETH,
which means "an ear of corn", or "a branch of an olive
tree”. It is to be given at the opening of a Lodge of Fellow
Crafts.

The Battery of a Fellow Craft is made by slowly
clapping the palms of the hand, five times, thus: (¥ * * %
*¥). You will repeat the battery with me. (DONE)

When a brother asks you your age, you should
reply that you are "five years of age'.

Brother Senior Deacon, you may return to your
station. (DONE)

$13.

[p 239]

The Venerable Master approaches the candidate and makes a Tau Cross on his
forehead, saying:

VM: I sanctify you to your work by the sign of the
cross.
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+14.

[p 241]

The candidate is conducted to a point in front of the Master’s station. On
cue, the Master of Ceremonies alters the appearance of the apron.

VM: My brother, you will wear your apron with the
flap turned down, and the left corner tucked in the form of
a triangle to contain the tools of your labor. This is the
distinguishing badge of a Fellow Craft, and marks the
progress that you have made in the science.

The new Fellow Craft is conducted to the pointed cubical stone, and is
required to approach it by the five steps of the degree. His Conductor
hands him a mallet and the candidate is required to make FIVE equally timed

raps on the stone.

MC: Venerable Master, the candidate has done his
first work as a new Fellow Craft.

+15.

[p 242]

VM: (1 rap) Brother Senior Warden, what age are
you?

Sw: Five years.

VM: wWhat have you learned during this time?

Sw: To be intelligent, honest, courageous, prudent,

and charitable.

VM: What is the length of time that Masons work?

SwW: From high noon until midnight.

VM: What is the hour?

SwW: It is midnight.

VM: Since it is midnight and this is the hour in

which Fellow Crafts end their labor, brothers Senior and
Junior Wardens, invite the brethren of the two columns to
join with you and me in closing this Lodge of Fellow Crafts.
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JW: Brethren in the south, this lodge is about to be
closed.
Sw: Brethren in the north, this lodge is about to be
closed.

The Venerable Master raps three times and all the brethren stand.

VM: In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council
(Mother-Council of the world), of the 33d and last degree of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free-masonry, for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States, and by
virtue of the authority in me vested as Venerable Master of
this Lodge of Fellow-Craft Masons, I declare it to be duly
closed. With me, my brethren.

All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3). this is
followed by the Sign three times, each time saying:

All Huzza!

The Junior Warden raps (»»* **) times, followed by the Senior Warden, and
then the Venerable Master, each rapping (*»* »x) times.

VM: {1 rap) The lodge is closed, my brethren. Go in
peace, but first swear to keep profoundly secret every thing
here done and transacted this night, not proper to be
revealed.

Beginning with the Senior Warden, all brethren pass in procession in front
of the Venerable Master, who, standing at the entrance of the Orient, holds
out the hilt of his sword. Each, in turn, lays his right hand on the halt,
saying:

BR: I vow,

16,

[p 243]
All give, the Venerable Master leading, the battery (3 x 3). This is
followed by the gign three times, each time saying:

All: Huzza!

The Junior Warden raps (=== =x), followed by the Senior Warden, and then
the Venerable Master, each rapping (®=s2 =x),
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VM: (1 RAP) My brethren, labors of this Lodge of
Fellow Crafts is now suspended, and labor has been resumed
in the degree of Entered Apprentice.

END DEGREE 2 SECRET WORK

L B
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DEGREE 3
MASTER MASON

*1.

[p 247]

++.a human skeleton, a crown on its head, a daggder in its right hand, and a
gilt cup or goblet in its left.

*2.

[p 247)

+esa white dove, just killed, its feathers stained with blood.

*3.

[p 248]

«sv8word, skull and two human thigh bones crossed.

*4,

[p 249]

«..a coffin with a shroud, an apron, and a branch of acacia.

.. coffin...

35,

[p 249]
The head of the coffin it towards the west. At the foot of it is a square,

and at the head the compasses. Under the coffin is a sunken place in the
floor, in the shape of a grave.
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%6.

[p 249]

The Senior Deacon [Expert] will spread the tracing board of the third
degree on the floor.

When all are clothed, and in their places and stations, the Worshipful
Master will say:

WM: (1 rap) Brother Senior Warden, what is the first
duty of a Warden in the lodge?

Sw: To assure himself that the temple is duly tiled,
Worshipful Master.

WM: Be pleased to assure yourself of that, my
brother, and cause the tiler to be informed that we are
about to open this Lodge of Master Masons for the dispatch
of business, that he may tile accordingly.

SW: (1 rap) Brother Junior Warden, be pleased to
ascertain if the temple is duly tiled, and cause the Tiler to
be informed that we are about to open this Lodge of Master
Masons for the dispatch of business, that he may tile
accordingly.

JW: (1 rap) Brother Junior Deacon [Assistant
Expert], be pleased to ascertain if the temple is duly tiled,
and inform the Tiler that we are about to open this Lodge of
Master Masons for the dispatch of business, that he may tile
accordingly.

The Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] draws his sword, examines whether the
key of the door is right, places it on the altar, opens the door,
communicates the order to the Tiler on the outside, closes the door, raps
on it 3 times at equal intervals, the Tiler answering with the same, and
then again 3 times at equal intervals, which is repeated by the Tiler. And
lastly, the Deacon raps once, which is repeated once by the Tiler.

The Junior Deacon {[Assistant Expert] returns to his place, sheaths his

sword, and says to the Junior Warden:
JD: Brother Junior Warden, the temple is duly tiled.

JW: (1 rap) Brother Senior Warden, the temple is
duly tiled.
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SW: (1 rap) Worshipful Master, the temple is duly
tiled.

WM: (1 rap) How tiled, my brother?

Sw: With secrecy and brotherly love, by a worthy
brothe: Master Mason, without the door, with a drawn sword.
WM: His duty there?

SW: To guard against the approach of all cowans and

eaves-droppers, on the hills or in the vales, and to see that
none enter here, except such as are duly entitled, and have
the permission of the Worshipful Master.

WM: It is well, my brother. What is the second duty
of the Senior Warden in the lodge?

SW: To know, with certainty, that all present are
Master Masons.

WM: Be pleased, my brother, calling to your
assistance the brother Junior Warden, to obtain that
assurance, the brother Senior Deacon and Junior Deacon
[Expert and his Assistant] demanding the password of a
Master Mason from all.

Sw: Brothers Senior and Junior Deacons [or Expert
and Assistant Expert], you will determine if all present are

Master Masons.

(1 rap) Brethren, to order as Master Masons.

The officers remain at their stations, and they and the brethren remain
seated, under the Sign of the order. Beginning in the east, the Senior
Deacon [Expert] receives the password from the brethren on the north, while
the Junior Deacon [Asaistant Expert], likewise, receives the pass from the

brethren on the south.

If either Deacon [Expert] fails to receive the pasaword, or does not
recognize a particular person as such, he directs him, by gesture to rise.
If any brother knows the person rising to be a Master Mason in good
standing, he will rise and so declare. It is not enought to have sat in a
lodge with him. If no one vouches for the party, he will be required to
withdraw to the preparation room for examination.
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When none rsmain but Haster Masons, and the Expert and Assistant Expert are
satisfied, they will return to their places, and standing, the Junior
Deacon [Assistant EZxpert] will say:

JD: Brother Senior Deacon, all on the column of the
scuth are Master Masons.

SD: Brother Junior Warden, all on both columns are
Master Masons.

Jw: Brother Senior Warden, all present are Master
Masons.
SWw: Worshipful Master, I have satisfied myself that

all present are Master Masons.

WM: Then, in the name of God and St. John the
Apostle, let us proceed.

The Worshipful Master raps once and all sit.

WM. Brother Senior Warden, are you a Master Mason?
Sw: I know the acacia.

WM: Where is it?

Sw: At the grave of our brother Master Hiram.

WM: What does the acacia symbolize?

SW: Immortality, by its eternal green color.

WM: What is immortality?

Sw: Enlightened thought that possesses merited
divinity.

WM: From where to you come as a Master Mason?

SW: From the Middle Chamber.

WM: What is done in the Middle Chamber?

Sw: The memory of our Master Hiram is kept in

honor, and measures are taken to punish his assassins.

WM: What have you come here to do?
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Sw: To recover the Master’s Word.
WM: How?
Sw: By passing from the square to the compasses,

over the tomb of our Master Hiram, by the aid of a branch
of acacia.

wWM: What brings you here?

SW: My obligation.

WM: How many compose a Lodge of Master Masons?
SW: Three, five, seven, or nine.

WM: When composed of nine, of whom does it consist?
SW: The Worshipful Master, the Senior and Junior

Wardens, the Orator, the Almoner, the Treasurer, the
Secretary, and the Senior and Junior Deacons.

WM: At what hour should we open our lodge?

Sw: At high noon.

WM: What is the hour?

SW: It is high noon.

WM: Then, since it is the hour at which we open for

labor, let us resume the work of the Middle Chamber, for the
benefit of our fellows, our country and mankind.

The Worshipful Master rises and approaches the Senior Deacon ([Expert].
Both wake the sign of the degree and then clasp right hands. The Master
whispers the Sacred Word of a Master Mason to the Senior Deacon ([Expert].

They then step back.

WM: Brother Senior Deacon [Expert], carry the Sacred
Word of the Third Degree to the Senior Warden.

The Senior Deacon ([Expert] approaches the Senior Warden’s station, who
rises and receives the Word in the same way. The Senior Warden in turn
gives the word to the Junior Deacon [Assistant Expert] and orders hiam to
carry it to the Junior Warden. The Deacons ([Experts] return to their

stations.
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JW: (1 Rap) Worshipful Master, all is just and
perfect.
WM: (1 rap) It being high noon, and all being just

and perfect, be pleased, brethren Senior and Junior Wardens
to proclaim, on your respective columns, that I am about to
open the labors of the respectable Lodge ..... eeey NOv wiieney in
the Third Degree.

SW: (1 Rap) Brother Junior Warden, brethren who
grace the column of the north, the Worshipful Master
announces to you that he is about to open the labors of the
respectable Lodge ........, No. ......, in the Third Degree.

Jw: (1 Rap) Brethren who grace the column of the
south, the Worshipful Master announces to you that he is
about to open the labors of the respectable Lodge ........, No.
wsesrey in the Third Degree.

(1 Rap) It is proclaimed on the column of the
south, brother Senior Warden.

SW: (1 Rap) Worshipful Master, it is proclaimed on
both columns.

The Worshipful Master raps three times and all brethren stand.

WM: To order, my brethren.

The Worshipful Master takes off his hat, and says:

WM: My brethren, let us return thanks to the Grand

Architect of the Universe for the many blessings with which
he has surrounded us, and implore his aid to enable us to

perform our duties.
7.

{p 250]
WM: With me, my brethren.

All give,Wworshipful Master leading, the battery (3 x 3). This is followed
by the sign three times, sach time saying:

All: Huzza!

-48-



SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF THE LODGE

*8.

[p 252]
The last Master raised is placed in the coffin in the lodge room, his feet
to the east, his left arm forming a square, his right hand on his heart. A

black cloth covers the body.

*9.

[p 255]

The candidate is prepared by being divested of all metal, giving him a
garment to wear; left foot, knee, arm, and breast bare; blindfolded, with a
rope three times around his waist. His apron is that of a Pellow Craft.

*10.

[p 263]

A cloth is suddenly flung over the candidate‘s head and he is seized.

Sw: Are you guiltless? Lay, then, your right hand
upon the breast of this corpse.

Oh, apostle of liberty, equality and fraternity, if
this man be not guiltless, let your wounds bleed afresh and

convict him of perjury.

The candidate is made to place his right hand as directed. After a few

seconds, he removes it.

*11.
[p 263)
The the Junior Warden conducts the candidate to the west side of the altar
and causes him to knee on two knees. The arrow from the hand of the

skeleton is placed in the candidate’s left hand, with the point aimed at
his left breast.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, present to the Fellow

Craft the cup of obligation.

The Senior Warden proceeds to the altar and places the cup of obligation,
containing wine, in the candidate’s right hand.
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The Worshipful ¥astar raps three times and all brethren stand. The Wardens
and araed bhrethr=n form a Roof of Steel over the candidate.

WM: Brother {A.B.}, you will repeat the words which I
am about to say, exactly.

WM/

CAN: 1, {A.B.}, in the presence of the Grand Architect

of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I am a
true and loyal Fellow-Craft Mason, and am not the spy,
emissary or an instrument of temporal or spiritual tyranny.

I furthermore promise and swear, that in seeking
to be raised from the square to the compasses, I am
motivated strictly by a desire for instruction and of
perfection in Masonry.

In token of the truth and sincerity, and as a
pledge of secrecy and fidelty, I do now drink this cup,
praying that if I am now false and insincere, that which I
take from it may become to me the most deadly poison: and
that if I prove false hereafter, the arrows of death shall
pierce my heart. So help me God.

WM: You will now drink of the cup.
The candidate takes a drink of wine.
WM: Brother {A.B.}, you may now arise.

The Worshipful Master raps onnce and all the brethren return to their
stations. The Master of Ceremonies and candidate remain standing at the

altar.

WM: Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens, how do you
find the candidate?

%12,
[P 267]
The candidate arises, and is conducted three times around the lodge room by
the Master of Ceremonies and the Senior Deacon. Both the officers place

their swords, in a arch, over the candidate’s head. On passing the Junior
Warden, Senior Warden, and Worshipful Master's stations, each respective
office raps once. The Worshipful Master is always the last to rap his
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gavel on a given circuit. The following lesson is read during the three

circuits:

LITURGY C.

[p 269, Liturgy p 164]
VM: God, in the Hebrew writings, is continually

symbolized by LIGHT. The sun was regarded as His visible
image. The "Word of God" is explained by Philo in Eusebius,
to be the universal and invisible light, SOURCE substance
or essence of the light recognizable by the senses, and
which shines forth from the planets and stars. The word
LIGHT was used to express this essence, of which visible
light is the manifestation. The Deity was better expressed,
as the mysterious essential FIRE, of which FLAME is the
action, LIGHT is the outflowing or manifestation.

The worship of fire and light was the basis of
all the religions of antiquity. Agni, the fire, and Indra, the
light, were the highest deities of our ancestors the Aryans.
And when Zarathustra, among the Bactro- or Irano-Aryans,
imagined a spiritual God, Ahura Mazda, superior to these,
and author and creator of the universe, with his seven
emanations, the Amesha-Gpentas, the second of these was
Asha-Vahista, the spirit of fire; and fire is continually called
in the Zend-Avesta, the son of Ahura-Mazda. The Persian
Mithra was the sun, but the original Bactrian and Iranian
Mithra was the morning star.

In the Vedic hymns, composed at least 4,000 and
probably 5,000 years before the birth of Christ, the sun,
moon, planets and stars are bodies by which Agni and Indra,
fire and light, manifest themselves. They are, all, Agni and
Indra, in act, limited and defined by form and body.

The Avesta calls the sun the body of Ahura-
Mazda. The Indo-Aryans had the same idea. By the Helleno-
Aryans, the sun was regarded as the visible image of the

Deity.

The Seven Amesha-Cpentas, or DIVINE
EMANATIONS, known to the Hebrews by their median
captivity, became the seven Archangels, of which one was
assigned to each of the seven bodies, formerly called "the
planets”. They were still emanations or rays from the
invisible essential light, which was the very Deity,—-rays by
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which the Deity was manifested and shone forth, each being
the Deity manifested in one mode and characteristic.

Accordingly, each Archangelic name has a
reference teo this light, which is the Deity. Tsaphiel, means
the Splendor of Al. Raphael, the Healing of Al, reminding us
of "“the sun of righteousness rising with healing in his
wings." Hamaliel, the Benignity of Al. Zarakiel, the Rising
of Al. Auriel, the Light of Al. Gabriel, the Potency of Al
And Michael, the Image of Al

On all the monuments of Mithra, we see by the
side of that god seven altars or pyres, consecrated to the
seven planets. And these and the seven candlesticks
represented the seven spheres or vessels that shed abroad
in the universe the ethereal light. By these altars the
seven angels are seen. Sometimes, instead of the altars are
seen seven stars, symbolized by the seven gates of the
Mithriac cave, through which the initiates passed; and which
passages are presented by your journeys.

The ancients thought that the natural home of
the soul of man was in the highest regions of the universe,
in the sphere of the fixed stars. Hence it was held to have
descended through the seven planetary spheres, to illumine
the body, to communicate to it form and movement, to vivify
and animate it; in the same manner as, when the universe of
matter was a shapeless chaos, the breath of God moved on
the surface of the abyss.

The soul tends to reascend, as soon as it can
free itself from the impediment of matter. The reascension
of each soul would be more or less tedious and laborious,
according as it was more or less clogged by the gross
impediments of its sins and vices.

Except for the gravest sins there could be
expiation; and by penance, repentance, acts of beneficence
and prayer, symbolized by the tests of water, air and fire,
the soul could be purified, and rise toward the ethereal
region. But grave crimes were mortal sins, beyond the
reach of such remedies.

The visible world is the image of the invisible
world. The essence of the human soul is the image of God;
and its home is above the stars. The equinoxes were the
gates through which souls passed to and fro, between the
hemisphere of light, and that of darkness. Near each of
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these gates passed the galaxy; and it was termed “the
Pathway of the Souls."

The symbolic image of this passage among the
stars, was a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, divided
into seven steps or stages, to each of which was a gate, and
at the summit an eighth, that of the fixed stars. You have
already seen this Mystic Ladder in a former degree, though
there it was represented as having three steps. It is by
knowledge as well as morals the soul ascends toward the
stars, and climbs the skies to its home.

An emanation of the ethereal fire, exiled from the
luminous starry region, it descended through the planetary
gates, and by the equinoctial and solstitial doors, along the
Milky Way, to be immured in the prison-house of matter.
There the body is its prison, until it shall at last return to
its place of origin, its home, through the constellations and

planetary spheres.

Through the gate of Capricorn, along the galaxy,
and by the way of the seven spheres it must ascend. To
reascend to the unity of its source, it must pass through a
series of trials and migrations. The scene of these is the
grand sanctuary of initiations, the world. Their primary
agents are the elements; the means, are the sorrows, the
trials and the calamities of life.

Thus the theories of the ancients were not mere
barren speculations; but a study of the means for arriving
at the great object proposed, the perfecting of the soul,
and, as a consequence, that of morals and society and the
state. The earth, to them, was not the soul’s home, but its
place of exile. Its home and birth-place was Heaven. To
purify this soul of its passions, and weaken the empire of
the body over it, to give him true happiness here below, and
expedite his reascension to his home, was the object of

initiation.
*13.

[P 285]

The Senior Warden rises and approaches the candidate.

Sw: Brother {A.B.}, you will approach the altar in the
following manner: Stand erect. Advance your left foot.
Now advance the right, bringing the heel of the right to the
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heel of the left, forming the angle of a square. Now repeat
this step two more times. Now advance your left foot
forward and to the right. Bring the heel of the right foot
to the heel of the left. Now advance your left foot forward
and to the left. Bring the heel of the right foot to the heel
of the left.

Being now placed at the head of the coffin, you
will leap over the end of it, to a point one-third forward
and to the right of it. Now leap, from right to left, over the
coffin, to a point two-thirds from the head. Finally, leap,
once again, from the left to the bottom of the coffin, both
feet forward, heels touching.

Worshipful Master, the candidate has taken the
required steps.

WM: Fellow Craft, since this test of you has been
favorable, our confidence has increased. We will shortly
disclose to you the «circumstances relating to the
unprecedented crime that has cast consternation among us.
Before we may proceed, it will be necessary that you give us
the assurance that you will not disclose anything of that
which you will learn, either to the uninitiated, or to
apprentices, or the same to fellow crafts, your brothers.

You have been in search of light. If you still
desire to advance toward it, you must now assume a solemn
and binding obligation, from which no earthly power can
ever free you. It will in no way conflict with any duties
you owe yourself, your family, your friends, your country,
the human family, or your God; but it will bind you to
secrecy and fidelity, and to the performance of the great
duties of brotherhood.

Are you willing to take upon yourself that
obligation?

CAN: (ANSWER)

WM: Brother Master of Ceremonies, place the
candidate to the altar.

The candidate is caused to kneel on both knees. The Conductor places in
the candidate’s hands on the Holy Bible, over which a square and a
compasses are resting on the altar.

The Worshipful Master raps three times and all stand.
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WM: My brothers, about and to order with your
sword in hand. The candidate is prepared to take the
obligation of a Master Mason.

You will repeat the words which I am about to
say, exactly.

WM/
CAN: I, {A.B.}, in the presence of the Great Architect

of the Universe, and of the brethren now here assembled, do
most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will
never reveal any of the secrets of the degree of Master
Mason that may be confided in me to any person in the
world, who shall not be entitled at the time to receive them.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will bear
true allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Inspectors
General of the 33d Degree, and will pay due obedience to its
regulations, statutes and edicts; and that I will obey and
abide by the by-laws, rules, and regulations of the Lodge of
Master Masons, to which I may belong, so long as I continue
a member thereof.

Further, I will bear friendship and loyalty to all
brother Master Masons, their widows and orphans, and
pledge to help them according to my abilities and their

needs.

Further, I will maintain a Master Mason’s honor,
in his absence as though he were present, and carefully
preserve it as my own; that I will not injure him, nor
knowingly suffer others to do so, if within my power to
prevent, but, will boldly repel the slanderer of his good

name.

Further, I will venerate truth, source of all
good; and flee falsehood, source of all evil.

Further, I will act as a true and faithful
craftsman, adhering to the principles of the square and
compasses, to answer signs and obey summons of a Lodge of
Master Masons, and to maintain the principles inculcated in

the former degrees.

Further, I will maintain and uphold the Five
Points of Fellowship in spirit as well as word.
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To 2l of which I do most solemnly pledge my
faith and honer; and if I should ever fail my obligation, may
I be disgraced by my brothers, as if having my body
severed inio two parts, and my bowels torn out and burned,
and the ashes thereof scattered to the winds. May God aid
me to keep and perform the same.

WM: Brother {A.B.}, what you have repeated may be
considered a serious promise, and as a pledge of your
fidelity, and to render it a solemn obligation binding on you
so long as you shall live, you will seal it on the Holy Bible
with your lips.

The candidate kigses the Bible.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, as you are of the first
column of this temple, since the candidate has demonstrated
patience and steadfastness, and has served seven years as a
Fellow Craft, do you judge him worthy of being admitted
among us?

SW: Yes, Worshipful Master.

WM: Brother Junior Warden, do you, likewise, judge
him worthy of being admitted among us?

Jw: Yes, Worshipful Master.

WM: Your progress in Masonry is marked by the
position of the square and compasses. When you were made
an Apprentice, both points of the compasses were hid. 1In
the Second Degree one point was disclosed. In this degree
both are exhibited, implying that you are now at liberty to
work with both those points to render the circle of your
Masonic duties complete.

Arise, newly obligated brother. (DONE)

14,

[p 294]

Having finished his devotions, Hiram was
returning by the south entrance, when he was accosted by
the first of the villians, who for want of another weapon,
had armed himself with a 24-inch gauge, and in a
threatening manner demanded the secrets of a Master.
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The candidate represents Hiram. The Junior Warden acts as Jubela and
stands in front of, and facing, the candidate and his Conductor. The
Conductor will answer for the candidate.

HIRAM: Craftsman, why are you not at work?

JUBELA: Master, I seek this time to talk with you. I
have retained this inferior rank for too along a time, and I
desire to be advanced. Admit me into the office of Master.

HIRAM: I cannot. I alone an unable to accord you this
favor. It must be done with the assistance of my brothers,
King Solomon and King Hiram, of Tyre, and only after you
have completed your time and have been sufficiently
instructed. I will pass on your request to the Council of
Masters when we next meet.

JUBELA: I am well enough instructed. You will not pass
me unless you give me the Word of the Masters.

HIRAM: You are insane! This is not the way to receive
the Master’s Word. Work and persevere, and you will be
rewarded.

JUBELA: I want the Master’s Word or I will take your life!

HIRAM: You cannot receive it!

Jubela taps on the throat of the candidate with the 24-inch gauge and steps

aside.

*15.
[p 294]
The Senior Warden plays Jubelo and stands in front of, and facing, the
candidate and his Conductor. Jubelo roughly grabs the candidate’'s
shoulder.

JUBELO: Master Hiram, give me the Word of a Master!

HIRAM: It cannot be given!

JUBELO: I want the Word of a Master or you shall die!

HIRAM: I will not!

Jubelo taps on the left breast of the candidate with the square.

-57-



SECRET WORK
THE BOOK OF THE LODGE

*16.

[p 295]
The Worshipful Master plays Jubelum and steps in front of the candidate and
his Conductor, and seizes the candidate by the shoulder, pushing.

JUBELUM: Master Hiram, you will give me the Master's
Word!

HIRAM: I cannot!

JUBELUM: You will give me the secrets of a Master or you
shall die!

HIRAM: Rather death than to violate the secret which to
me has been confided!

Jubelum taps on the forehead of the candidate with the setting maul. The
candidate is gently pushed backward into the empty coffin. A funeral pall
is placed over the candidate so that he can no longer see anything that is

happening to him.

JUBELA: Is he dead?

JUBELUM: I do not know, nether do I care. You can
examine for yourself.

JUBELO: There he lies. He is dead, and we have gained
nothing.

JUBELA: Did he speak no words?

JUBELUM: Nothing, after he fell. As I struck him, he
threw up his hands in front of his forehead, crying, "Oh
Lord, My God, is there no help for the Widow’s son!"

JUBELO: Though the earth drinks the blood, it will still
cry to heaven from the ground, like that of Abel. Let it
cry. What is the blood of man more than the blood of the
beast. If the Avenger of Blood pursues, no city of refuge
will protect us.
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*17.

{p 296]

...the body (candidate) lies, and taking the coffin, they carry it three
times around the lodge room. Then lowering the coffin to the ground, they
cover all, except for the candidate’s head, with a dark cloth or carpet.

*18.

(p 301]
«.""Oh, that my throat were cut across and my

tongue torn out by the roots, that I had been an accessory
to so great a crime."

And the second voice said, "Oh, that my heart
were torn out from by breast and thrown to the beasts of
prey, that I should have conspired to take his life.”

And the third voice added, "Oh, that my bowels
torn out and burned to ashes, and the ashes scattered to
the winds of heaven, that I should have murdered our

Master Hiram."

%19,

(p 308]

Azariah and three brethren advance, bend down, and make as if removing the

covering on the grave.

BR1: Look! That which was the Architect! The one
who came from God. Maobon!

BR2: Makhba-nak! The place where the one murdered
was hidden!

AZARIAH: Here lies the remains of the Master Hiram. Look,
here is his jewel!

The veil, over the candidate’s head, is parted. Solomon then gives the
sign of horror then the sign of despair.

SOLOMON: Oh Lord, my God! Is there no help for the son
of the widow? The Master Hiram is no more. But he died
bravely, refusing to betray his trust, and shall ever be to
Masons an emblem of fidelity and honor.
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Yeu will see by the nature of the tools
abandoned in this pit, the class of workmen whom we must
search for. The murderers cannot escape. The unseen
Avenger of Blood pursues them.

Alas, my brethren, since the fatal moment that
we have been deprived of our master Hiram, the world has
stopped, in darkness most heavy. All the work has been
suspended. In our grief we have nothing to venture, but to
recover the light. We lament the wickedness of this crime.
A brother of virtue so rare has succumbed; to him alone
possessed the secret of the initiated work. Who will dare,
this day, to introduce himself and follow after?

Solomon again gives the sign of horror then the sign of despair.

SOLOMON: O©Oh Lord, my God! Is there no help for the son
of the widow! The Master's Word is lostl..

*20.

[p 309]

...the sign involuntarily given by brothers
Adoniram and Tsadoc at first sight of the body shall be the
Sign of Horror. And, as I have silently resolved, the first
words which were spoken at the grave shall be substituted
in lieu of the Master’s Word, until three masters shall know
and be able to communicate it on the Five Points of

Fellowship.
My brethren, you are charged to be particularly
careful in observing whatever casual sign, token or word

might occur among you while engaged in this last sad
tribute of respect.

*21.

(p 310]
ADON.: By the grip of an Apprentice.

The Junior Warden steps over the coffin, takes the index finger of the
right hand of the candidate, and pulls lightly.

ADON.: Boagz!
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The Junior Warden feidns to see the finger of the candidate slip. He
raises his hands to the sky and then lets them fall with despair.

ADON.: Oh Lord, my God! The flesh leaves the bone!

SOLOMON: Brother Tsadoc, how shall this brother be raised
to the new life?

TSADOC: By the grip of a Fellow Craft.

The Senior Warden steps over the coffin, takes the middle finger of the
right hand of the candidate, and pulls lightly.

TSADOC: Jachin!

The Senior Warden feigns to see the finger of the candidate slip. He
raises his hands to the sky and then lets them fall with despair.

TSADOC: Oh Lord, my God! All has come asunder!

SOLOMON: My brethren, is it not so that you will succeed
to raise the body of our Master. Do you not recall that
union makes for strength, and that without the help of
others, we are unable to do anything. My brethren, assist

me.

The Worshipful Master (Solomon) places his feet next to the feet of the
candidate, bends toward him, takes hold of him by the right hand, and draws
him up, aided by the brethren. The Worshipful Master then places his left
hand around the back of the candidate, at the neck, and assumes the
position of the "Five Points of Pellowship: (foot to foot, knee to knee,
breast to breast, hand to shoulder, head to head). In this position he

passes the Sacred Word.
SOLOMON: Mah-hah-bone.
Mah
CAN: Hah
SOLOMON: Bone.
Solomon steps back and raises his hands.

SOLOMON: The Grand Architect of the Universe be praised!

The Worshipful Master, taking his sword in hand, lays the naked blade on
the candidate’s head, and the Junior Warden holds the two points of the
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compasses. The Worshipful Master strikes three times with his mallet on
the head of the candidate, saying:

WM: May remorse and self-contempt, symbolized by
the two points of the compasses, torture you until until
death if you should ever violate your Masonic obligations.

x22.

[p 310]

He then strikes three blows with his mallet on the blade of the sword, over
the candidate’s head, saying:

WM: Loyalty, Honor, Truth!

I will now communicate the signs, grips and
words of this degree.

My brother, there are three signs of a Master
Mason: The Sign of Order is made by standing and bringing
towards the heart the open right hand, palm upward, the
fingers of which are separate and the thumb erect as much
as possible, holding the hand horizontally, the right arm
close to the body.

The Sign of Recognition is made after you have
been placed in order, by drawing the hand horizontally, as
if to cut the breast with the thumb raised. Raise the hands
to the height of the head, the ends of the fingers touching,
and say, "Oh Lord, my God!" Let the hands now fall on the
apron, in an attitude of surprise and astonishment. This is
also called the Sign of Horror and alludes to the shock of
finding the body of the Master Hiram.

The Sign of Distress is made placing, palms out,
the two hands on top of the head, or on the forehead, the
fingers of which are interlaced. Then say, "Come to my
assistance, you children of the widow!" To this cry or to
this gesture, all Masters who observe this Sign are obliged
to hasten to the aid of the brother so giving it. The Sign
of Distress, in certain situations, may be made simply and
quickly by the reversing of the hands on the head, and
without uttering the cry for help.

The March of a Master Mason is made with the
five steps of a Fellow Craft. Now raise the right leg in a
semi-circle partially right and step forward. Now raise the
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left leg and turn partway to the left, and step forward,
bring the leg high enough to avoid an imaginary obstacle.
Finally, raise the right leg, and repeat the maneuver, moving
forward and to the right. bring the left leg up, heel to
heel, forming the angle of a square.

The True Grip of a Master is made on the Five
Points of Fellowship. It is made by each brother
approaching and placing their right feet, touching, side by
side. Each brother then positions right knee to right knee,
left hand on the other's right shoulder, breast to breast.
Taking each other’s right hand they make the Strong Grip of
the Master, by gripping so that the four fingers grip the
wrist of the other. In this position, they whisper in the ear
of the other the Sacred Word.

The True Grip of a Master signifies that even if
a brother has, by sin and shame, sunken, in his own
estimation and that of the world, into the depths from which
there seems to be no redemption, still you will endeavor to
raise him from this death to a new life of manliness, honor,
and virtue, not contenting yourself with one trial, nor with
two, but using in the third every means and inducement in

your power.

The Sacred Word, or "the Substitute Word", is
not ever to be pronounced, much less written. In order to
communicate it between Master Masons, they must whisper it
by syllable, the one to the other, orally, as follows:

(TO THE SENIOR DEACON) Give me the Sacred

Word.
SD: The Sacred Word cannot be pronounced.
WM: How will you give it?
SD: We may only syllable it. I will give you the
first syllable and you will give me the second.
MAH.
WM: HAH.
SD: BONE.
WM: This word, as well as the French derivative

“"Makhbenak", signifies "the place where the body of the
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murdered onz was hidden." Remember, when one demands of
you the Sacmed Word of a Master, you shall respond: "The
Sacred %Word cannot be pronounced. We may only syllable it.
I will give yeou the first syllable and you will give me the
second.

You received the Sacred Word on the Five Points
of Fellowship. The Five Points of Fellowship you remember

are foot to foci, knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to
shoulder, and head to head.

The password of a Master Mason is TUBALCAIN,
who was the son of Lamakh, and a worker in brass and iron.

The Battery of a Master Mason is made by
slowly clapping the palms of the hand, seven times, thus:
(k%% *x* %), You will repeat the Battery with me. (DONE)

When a brother asks you your age, you should
reply that you are "Seven years of age and more".

Brother Senior Deacon, you may return to your

station. (DONE)

*23.

[p 340]
The Five Points of Fellowship are foot to foot,

knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to shoulder, and head
to head.

Foot to foot...
Knee to knee...
Breast to breast...
Hand to shoulder...

Head to head...
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24,

[p 343]

JW: The better to observe the sun at his meridian
height; to send the workmen to their labors and recall them
from work to refreshment, that the Worshipful Master may
have honor and glory thereby.

WM: (1 RAP) Brother Senior Warden, where is your
station in the lodge?

SW: In the west, Worshipful Master.

WM: Why do you occupy the west?

SW: As the sun sets in the west to close the day, so

is the Senior Warden in the west to assist the opening and
closing of the lodge, to pay the workmen, and send them
away content and satisfied.

WM: Where is the Master’s station in the lodge?

SwW: In the east, Worshipful Master.

WM: Why in the east, my brother?

SW: As the sun rises in the east to begin his course

and open the day, so is the Worshipful Master in the east to
open the lodge, to direct it in its work, and to enlighten it

with his knowledge.

WM: Brother Senior Warden, what age are you?

SW: Seven years and more.

WM: Why do you say this?

Sw: Seven years and more is an undetermined

number that expresses the age of wisdom and represents the
maturity of a Master Mason.

WM: What is the length of time that Masons work?
SW: From high noon until midnight.
WM: What is the hour?
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SW: Zz iz midnight.

WM: S:r2z it is midnight and this is the hour, our
work has e=F=z2 in the Middle Chamber. Brother Senior and
Junior Warders, inwvite the brethren of the two columns to

join with wou 2r¢ me in closing this Lodge of Master Masons.

SW: Breth=en in the north, this lodge is about to be
closed.
JW: Brethren in the south, this lodge is about to be
closed.

The Worshipful Master raps three times and all the brethren stand

WM: My brethren, the Great Source and Origin of all
that is, having allowed us to receive the Master’s Word, let
us, that it may ever remain engraved upon our hearts, and
we be not again plunged into darkness, cleanse our souls of
all impurities, and pray for his aid and support.

PRE: Grand Architect of the Universe, immortal and
inexhaustible source of light and life, the workmen of this
temple give you thanks, ascribing to you whatever that is
good, useful, or glorious there may be in the works of this
day. Continue to protect them. Guide them inward in the
way that leads toward perfection, and let harmony, peace
and concord ever cement their work. Let friendship and
good works ever adorn this temple and here dwell and
inhabit. Let generosity, loving kindness and courtesy
always characterize the brethren of this lodge, and in the
outer world help them to show by their words and conduct
that they are true children of the light. Amen.

All: So mote it be.

WM: In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme Council, of
the 33d and last degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Free-masonry, for the Southern Jurisdiction of the
United States, and by virtue of the authority in me vested
as Worshipful Master of this lodge of Master Masons, I
declare it to be duly closed. With me, my brethren.

All give, the Worshipful Master leading, the battery (3 x 3). This {is
followed by the sign three times, each time saying:

All: Huzza!
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The Junior Warden raps (*sx zxx %),  followed by the Senior Warden, and then

the Worshipful Master, each rapping (*%x ==z =),

WM: (1 rap) The lodge is closed, my brethren. Go in
peace, but first swear to keep profoundly secret every thing
here done and transacted this night, not proper to be
revealed.

Beginning with the Senior Warden, all brethren pass in
procession in front of the Worshipful Master, who, standing
at the entrance of the Orient, holds out the hilt of his
sword. Each, in turn, lays his right hand on the hilt,

saying:

BR: I vow.

END DEGREE 3 SECRET WORK
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INTRODUCTORY.

Tuis Ritual represeats iu its Cerermnonies the peculiarities of a

articalar Masonic System.

It is therefore not to be regarded as s mere formula, that may
be altered at pleasure.

Those portions which are of greater importance are to be dis-
tinguished from those of less moment. The former sare sacra-
maental, and must in all cases be strictly observed. With the iat-
ter, a departure from the atatesd forms of expression is allowable.

Of the portious which permit of no siteration are to be reck-
oned the forms of opening and closing the Lodge, and those
parts of the ceremonial of preparation and initiation which spply
immediately to the matteritsell. The lessons of instruction may
in part be omitted, snd afterward given the Initiate to read;
the prayers may be varied and departed from, when it appears
proper. Still, it would not seem desirable, even as to these por-
tions, to be too solicitous for new forms or expressions, as the
Ritual itself offers sufficient variety. He who can be stimalated
only by continnal variations of phrase, shows thereby that the
emptv forms engage his attention far more than the meaning
which the forms envelope. It is also exceedingly desirable that
all the Brethren sbould, by frequent repetition, make themaselves
thoroughly conversant with the very terms and phrases used in
the work ; the uniformity and permanency whereof form, ss it
were, 8 force of coliesion, that binds together in unity all th
Brethren of the Lodge. .

The Ritnals of these degrees of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite are only to be found in the French language. Bat
it seems evileut that much of the formulistic portion of the
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work is transiated, not very literally or closely, from the English;
which was doubtless done when the first English Lodge was
established in France; and therefore, in re-transisting, the old
aud sacramental phraseology is retained in this Ritual as the
true equivalent of the French, thongh it does not always follow
it word for word. On some poiuts, wherc the Rit AMloderne differs
from the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, the variations are
given in notes,

In preparing this Ritual, the Sov . Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council at Charleston bas nsed 3MSS. Rituals in his
posscssion, aud the “ Guide des Magons Ecossais,” a printed
work, for the Ancient and Accepted Rite; and JSS. Ritnals, the
Régulateur Symbolique and the Régulateur des Magons, for the
Rit Moderne. Ho has derived much assistance from the % TAui-
laur Universel,” in MSS., of de P.lulnaye, and the Ahiman Re-
gon of Georgia, the work of Iil.*. Bro.. "Rockwzrt; and is
also under obligation to the Ritual of Bro.*. V. A. Dx Casrro.
The old work is here much enlarzed ; and the lectures of instruc-
tion have been in part written and in part compiled by himself



I.
MASONRY.

DEFINITIONS AND OBJECTS OF, XIC.

MasoNRY, more appropriately called Free-Masownry,—in
French, Franc Magonnerie,—has received many definitions.

The definition given of the Order by the Grand Orient of
France is: *“The Order of Frank Masons is an association
of wise and virtuous men, whose object is to live in perfect
equality, to be intimately connected by the ties of esteem, con-
fidence, and friendship, under the name of Brethren; and to
stimalate each other to the practice of the Virtues.”

An English definition is, that “ Free-Masonry is a system of
Morality, veiled in Allegory sud illustrated by Symnbols.”

Each definition is exceedingly imperfect. The Order of Free-
Masons is, or ought to Dbe, au association of intelligent, virtu-
ous, disinterested, generous, and devoted men, regarding each
other as Free, Equals, aud Brothers, and bound by the obliga-
tious of Fraternity to render each other mutual assistance.
And Free-Masonry is a system aud school, not only of morals,
but of political and religious philosophy, suggested by its Alle-
gories and conccaled under its Symbols. And, including in
jtself several degrees of Knighthood, it is also a Chivalric Order,
requiring the practice and performance of the highest duties of
the Man, the Citizen, the Patriot, and the Soldier.

The true definition of the Free-}Masonry of the Ancient aud
Acccpted Scottish Rite is this: It is an advance toward the
Light; a constant endeavor, in all its Degrees, to clevate the
Divine that is in 3lan, the Spiritual portion of bis compound
nature, his Reason aad his Moral Sense, above, and make it
dominant over, and master of, the human, earthly, and material
portion of his nature, his passions, aud his sensusl appetites.
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This Ritual is intended for instruction only, in the States.of
the Southern jurisdiction, where there are not Lodges working in
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; to be studied and un.
derstood before investiture with tbe fourth degrece. For, with-
out it, the system of that Rite is incomplete, and even like a
fabric without foundation.

IL.
THE LODGE.

1T OFFICERS, DECORATIONS, ETC.

The officers of & Lodge are twelve in number. They are,
and rank, as follows:

©.. 1. The Venerable Master............Le Vénérahle Maitre,

@.. 2. The Scolor Warden....co00ee .....Je Premier Survcillant,

O.. 8. Tue Junior Warden..ceecaesoses..le Second Sarveillant,

¥.. 4 The Ormator.....ceoeveveecarseess.'Orateur.

D.. 5 TheTreasurer....c.coececeeencness Le Trésorier.

A.. 8 *The Secretury.. oo werecenssens oo Lt Bécrétaire.

2.. 7. The Almoner........cev000eeeee..Le Bospitalier ou Aumonier.

% .. 8 The Senior Deacon or Expert......Le Premier Discre on I'Ex-
. . pert.
%.. 9. The Master of Ceremoanies........Le Maitre des Cérémontes.
8 .. 10. The Junior Deacon or Assistant
Expert...c.icciirencecs oeess.LeSecond Discre ou Couvreur.
8 .. 11. The Steward.......cc000eeee0s .. Le Maitre des Reéfections.

;!.. 12. The Standard-Bearer...e.cs.....Le Porte-éiendard.

There is also always a Tiler (Tuilleur) (}) on the out.slde of
the entrance-door of the Lodge-room .

There may also be a Pursuu ant ( 7 ),to be seated close to the
door ou the inside, and to attend to alarms there .

The Lodge is an oblong square or parallelogram, about one-
fourth of which is separated from the other three-fourtbs by a
railing, and its flooris higher than that of the body of the Lodge
by three small steps. In the middle of the railing is an opening

® Sometimes the Secretariat is divided Delween two oficers; the Kecper of the Beals
and tbe Eecper of the Archives,
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pine fect wide. The railing should be made with small gilt
rods and horizontal bars, from which light-blue curtains bang.
The beight of these should not be more than five feet.

Thbe part of the Ilall so cut off from the rest, is, or is sup-
posed to be, the Eastern part of it. It is thercfore called “The
East,” or “The Orient.” The principal entrance to the Hall
is always at the opposite end, or in the West,

The floor of the body of the Lodge represents a Mosaic or
Tesselated Pavement, being composed of alternate lozenges of
black and white, with & wide bordering all round it, which,
accommodating itself to the indentations of the lozenges, is
of course “indented ” or “denticulated.” The color of this
bordering should be sky-blue.

At the extreme East is a platform, to which one ascends by
three steps. Ou this is an arm-chair for the Venerable Master.
In front of him is a triangular table, on which are to be a naked
sword, a mallet, three lights, aud implements for writing.

On each side of the Master’s table should be a light, slender,
fluted column, of the composite order, an arch springing from
one to the other. From the middle of the arch depends an
equilateral triangle of bars of yellow metal, in the centre of
which, fixed to invisible wires, is the old Hebrew letter @7
[ Tud)

On the right of the Master, to the front, within the railing, is
the altar of incense, 8 short, truncated, fluted column; and be-
tween the door and the South is the altar of ablutions, a like
truncated column,

The Brethren at large sit on the North and South sides of the
Hall, the scats and Brethren on each side being styled the Cot-
vux of that side. The Senior Warden sits in the extreme West,
opposite the Master; and the Junior Warden on the South side
near to the wall, half-way the column of the South; orin the
Wert, on the South side of the Senior Warden. Each sits on
s platforn raised one step, and has a table before him, like
the Master's, and on cach table are a sword, a mallet, and three
dights. On cach side the table of each is a column, those of
the Senior Warden, Corinthian, those of the Junior Warden,
Jonie,

All the tables, the altars, the reats, and the stool of the altar
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of obligation, are covered with bright blue cloth; and curtains
of the same extend to the fluor in front of the tables of the three
Dignitaries. On each curtain of the Master's table is embroi-
dered, in crimson, or painted, a3 SQCARE: on each of those of the
Senior Warden's, s LevEL: and on each of those of the Junior
Warden’s, 2 Pruun.

"Toward the East is epread on the floor, at the proper time,
the TrAcING-BoarD of the Degree in which the Lodge may be
working ; 8 square or oblong cloth, painted on which are the
Symbols or Embiems of the Degree.

On the West ride of the Trucing-Board is the Altar of Obliga-
tion, square and 3} feet high, with a brazen plate covering the
top, snd horus or flames of brass at eacb corner. Upon this
altar will always be the Hebrew Pentateuch, or a roll of parch-
ment representing it, the Book of Constitutions, the Squarz
sod the Coxrass, the latter always opened to 60 degrees.

On each of the East, South, and West sides of the altar, respect-
ively, must always be a lighted candle, the three forming an
equilateral triangle. Each should be long and large, and of
blue wax, the eandlesticks upon slender pedestals about three
feet in height.

There is room for a person to pass between the wall and the
seats of the Senior and Junior Wardens, respectively. The
same is the case with the daster’s seat.

The walls of the Lodge should be hung from ceiling to floor
with light-blue cloth. This must at least be the case with the
East.

On each side of the entrance is a column, proportioned accord-
ing to the dimensions guen in the Book of Kings, and conse-
quentl) short and heavy in proportion to its diameter; these
dimcnsions, as there given and corroborated by Ezekiel, being
18 cubits in height, and the capitals upou them & addmonnl
cubits, and the diameter 4 cabits.

The capitals should be carved as if formed of the seed-vessels
of tbe lotus, covered with wreaths or chains, and lace or net-
work, sud surmounted by pomegranates. The one on the South
is called Yaravix; that on the North, Baaz, or Boaz: [ aud
w3). They were undonbudiy, like those given on the next page,
from an ancient Egyptian Temple,
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In the centre of the Mossio pavement is 8 five-pointed Star,
emitting raya
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The capital (or chapiter) and upper portion of sn Egyptian
column next given, are also copied from Gau's Great Work on
the Antiquities of Nubia, published by the French Government.
In this there are three rows of imitationa of the seed.vessel of
the lotus or lily, which was the *lily-work ™ of the columns of the
Temple of Solomon, and which the capital as a8 whole repre-
seunls.

By measuring the height and dismeter of the columns on
this page, it will be seen that the proportions of these are
the sawme, or nesrly so, as those of the Temple at Jerusalem,
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as given in the Book of Kings; and also that the proportion
of the beight of the capital to the height of the shaft is as stated
in that Book.

Visitors, entitled to be s0, sre seated in the East, on cither side
of the Master.

The seats of the other officers will appear by the plan given
above, in which each is designated by the character prefixed to
each in the list. There are oblong tables for two Secrotaries,
or onc and his assistaut: and also one for the ‘Lreasurcr and
one for the Orator.

Ou the Altar of Incenss are a tripod, censer, and onps con-
taining perfomes for burning. On that of ablutions is a brazen
laver always cuntaining pure water,

On the North side of the Hall aro four columns, two Tuscan
and two Dorie, uf the same height as those of the Wardens.
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In addition to the Altar lights, and those before the officers,
there must he twelve movable lights, always ready for the re-
ception of visitors.

The points of the Square upon the Altur must be toward
the East ; coneequently, those of the Compass toward the West.
If the Lodge possesses s regular Gavel of steel, it should also
be on the Altar.

As the Tracing-Board or Painting contains the Symbols of
Free-Masonry, it is always spread out when the Lodge is at
work. The Deacons will spread it, while the Brethren are being
clotbed, before opening.

On the Treasurer’s table will be two lights, implements
for writing, the box of fraternal assistance or for contribu-
tions, and the clothing and insignia for the candidate.

On the Sccretary’s table, besides his books and papers, two
lights, the Register of Visitors, the ballot-box, and the pouch

Propositions, which is a bag of velvet or silk, attached to a
small hoop, and with a short handle.

The ceiling will represent the Heavens. Over the East ia
painted a great Sun, shining; over the Senior Warden, a Cres-
cent Moon ; over the Junior Warden, a five-pointed Star,

Allsround the wall, just below the ceiling, is painted, in
French Lodges, a knotted cord or rope (la houppe dentelie),
shout six inches in diameter, with tassels dependent from it at
each curner. The knots are 81 in number. This is not used in
this jurisdiction.

On the ceiling, also, partienlar Stars and Constellations are
painted. In the centre, the three stars in the belt of Oriox; and
between them and the Northeast, the Preiapes and ItabpEs,
one of which is ALDEDARAN; half-way betwecen Omioxn and the
Northwest, Recurrus in Leo; in the North, Unrsa MaJsor ; in the
Nortbwest, Arcrvrus; West of Regulus, Srica Vireixis; in
the West, ANTAREs; in the South, FoxarLnavr; over the East,
also, is JuPITER, and over the West, VEXUs ; MERCTRY, close to
the Sun; and Mans and Satuny, near the centre of the ceiling,
The Stars in the belt of Orion represent the number 3; the
Hyades §; the Pleiades and Ursa Major, 1. The five royal
Stars are ALnEsirax, AncTURUs, REGULUS, ANTARES, and Fo-
MALIADT,
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TITLES, BADGES, CLOTHING, ETC.

Ix the first two degrees, the Master is styled VENERABLE:
the other Dignitaries and Oflicers are styled, simply, Brotuer
and BeeTurex,

In the third degree, the Master is styled Worsniprovr; the
Wardens, Most VexerasLe; and the Master Masous, other
than the three Dignitarics, VENERABLE,

(=™ It is not allowable, in addressing or speaking of an Offi-
cer or Brather, in the Master’s Lodge, to omit his proper title.
The termas Dear, and Very Dear, prefized to the word BrotAer,
or Brethren, in addressing an Ofticer or Brother, or Ofticers or
Brethren, are represented in the Ritual by the Initials D.., or
V.. D..

The jewels or badges of the Dignitarics and Officers are:

For the Master......c00e00v0....A Square,

For the Senior \Warden...........A Level.

For the Junior Warden..........A Plumb.

Forthe Orator...civveeiceassa..An Open Book, or a Roll.

Tor the Treasurer..oeecececees.s Two Keys, cruszed.
For the Secretary.........ece.... Two Pens, crossed.
For the Almoner..... cessseesessAn Open Hand

For the Expert....ccccveevneer. .. A Gavel

For the Master of Cercmonics.....The Compasses, opened to
90 degrees in the Arc of
a Circle graduated.

For the Assistant Expert.........The 24-inch Gange.

For the Steward..v.ee0eeeeeese.. Two Waads, crossed.

For the Standard-bearer..........A Pennon.

For the Pursuivant.....ceecuee.. An Arrow.

For the Tiler.....ccoeeeeenees . A Sword.

If the Sccretariat is divided:

For the Keeper of the Seals.......A Signet-Ring.

Forthe Keeper of the Archives...Two Pens, crossed.

Each Jewel ¢nclosed i a triangle; and the whole of Silver, and

aot wmore than two inches in leogth.
2
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The dress shiould be a black coat, black pantaloons, and black
or white vest. Master Masons wear their hats in each of the
Lodges.

The clothing is a square apron of white lamb-skin (nos of cot-
ton or linen), ticd by a blue silk cord, which ends in front with
tassels. The apron is cutircly plain, witbout any emblems or
devices, lined with light-blue rilk, and edged with light-blue
-ribbon, no more or less thun half an inch wide. The flap is
cut to a pomt in the middle, and lined and edged like the main
sprog. The width and depth of the apron, fourteen inches,

The Dignitarics alone wear searfs of light-blue silk.  All Of-
ficers and Brethren wear swords, steel-hilted, with light-blue
belts round thebody, The seabbard is of blue leather and steel-
mounted. :

All wear white gloves. These are part of the clothing. They
should be of silk or white leather.

IV,
VISITORS AND HOXNORS.

Everr Lodge has a Book, called The Register of Visitors.
Before the Lodge opeps, this book is taken to the ante-room,
and no Visitor cau be admitted until he has inscribed on the
Register bis name, his Lodge, if a member of one, and his Office
or rank. YWhen all are inscribed, the Book is taken into the
Lodge.

Yisitors in poescssion of other degrees and dignities than
those of the Ancient and Aeceepted Scottish Rite, recognized in
the State or country where the Lodge is held, as Masonic, if supe-
tior to those they hold in that Rite, may Le reccived with the’
Hoxons appropriate, not of right, but by conrtesy.

The scale of eqnivalents i as follows:

The American and English Royal Arch Degrees, and those of
Royal and Selcct Blaster, are equivalent only to that of Perfec-
tion, or the 14th.

The degree of Templar, to that of Rose Croix.
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The dignities of aetual Grand Master-of Masons of a State,
or Grand 1ligh Priest of a State, or the Presiding Officer of a
Grand Council of lloyal and Seclect Masters of a State, and
of Grand Commmander of 2an Encampment of Templars of a State,
arc equivalent to that of Grand Commander of a Consistory of
the 32d degree, other than that of the jurisdiction.

No llonors are rendered to past rank, outside of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite.

Of these four, a Grand Master of Masons bas precedence; a
Graod Commander of Templars is next; a Grand High-Priest
pext; and a Presiding Officer of a Grand Council of RR. and S.
Masters, last.

The dignities of Grand King and Grand Scribe of a State
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, and those of Generalissimo and
Captain-General of a State Encampment of Templars, are equiv-
alent to that of Prince of the Royal Secret.

Those of Grand Senior and Graud Junior \Warden of a Grand
Lodge, and of the Second aud Third Officers of a Grand Coun-
cil of 1. and S. Masters, are equivalent to that of Kadosh. No
Honors are paid to other Subordinate Officers of Grand Dodies.

The dignities of Grand Master of Templars of the United
States or of any other nation, and of General Grand High-
Priest of the United States, arc equivalent to that of Sovereign
Grand Inspector-General, not an active or Emeritus inember of
the Supreme Council.

The dignities of Generalissime and Captain-General of Tem-
plars, of the United States; or of another nation, and of General
Grand King and Seribe of the General Grand Chapter of Itoyal
Arch Masons of the United States, are equivalents of that of a
Commaunder-in-Chief of a Consistory of the 32d Degree.

Dignities of the Rite of Aisraim, the Egyptian Rite, Rite of
Memphis or Ancient and Primitive Rite, and the Rite of The
Tempie at Frris, are not recognized.

In receciving visitors, tne lights taken out are termed Stans.
Visizors are iniroduced in classes, and with the honors following.

Brethren of the first three degrees, the Bretbren standing
and noder the Sign of order.

Masons of the 14th Degree, with two Stars and two Swords.

The Princes of Jerusalem, 16th Degree, with three Stars and
three Swords.
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LKnights Rosc Croix, Actnal Masters of Blue Lodges, and
Actual Presiding Oflicers of Lodges of Perfection and Councils
of I'rinces of Jerusalem, witk four Stars and four Swords.

Iinizbts Kadosh and actual Presiding Officers of Chapters of
Rose Croix, with five Stars and five Swords.

The Actual Commander of a Council of Iadosh, and Princes
of the Jloral Seeret, with six Stars and six Swords, and Arch
of’ steel.

The Commander-in-Chief of a Grand Consistory other than
that of the Jurisdiction, with seven Stars and seven Swords, and
Arch of Stecl.

The Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Consistory of the
Jurisdiction, and all Deputy Inspectors-General of the 33d de-
gree, regularly commissioned by the Mother-Supreme Couneil,
and all Sovereign Grand Inspectors-Geueral, of the 33d degree,
other than those hereinafter mentioned, with eight Stars and
eight Swords, and Arch of Steel.

All Active and Emeriti Members of the Mother-Supreme
Council, and ber Special Representatives and Deputies, and
Active Members of other Supreme Councils iv alliance with the
Mother-Supreme Council, with nine Lights aud nine Swords,
Steel Arch, swords clashing and mallets beating.

A Sovercign Grand Comroander of another Jurisdiction, or a
Past Sovereign Grand Commander of any Jurisdiction, with ten
Stars and ten Swords, Steel Arch, swords clashing and mallets
beating. :

The Special Delegate and Proxy of the Sovereign Grand
Commander of the Jurisdiction, or the Lieutenant Grand Com-
mander of the Jurisdiction, with eleven Stars ind eleven
Swords, Steel Arch, swords clashing and mallets beating.

The Sovereign Grand Cominander of the Jurisdiction, with
twelve Stars and twelve Swords, Steel Arch, swords clashing and
mallets beating.

But no honors are to be rendered to any Mason whose dig-
nity or rank in the Ancient and Accepted Rite shall be inferior
to that of the Presiding Officer; nor when the Commander-in-
Chicf of the Grand Consistory of the State shall already have
been received and is present: except, in any case, when the
Visitor is an aetive member of the Supreme Council, or a Sove-
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reign or Past Sovereign Grand Commander, or the special Dele-
gate or Proxy of the Sovereign Grand Commander.

While recciving visitors eutitled to houors, all the Brethren
and the Oflicers, except the Master, will be uncovered. 1le un-
covers to no one.

V.
PROPOSING AND ELECTING MEMBERS.

No Profane® can be adnitted who has not attained the age
of twenty-one vears, or who is not free-born, of free and not ser-
vile condition, of ruspectable profession, trade, or employment ;
no atheist, nor in his dotage; or who is not master of his own
person and actions, of some degree of education, at least able
to read and write, of good character, and well recommended.

No domestic or servant of any class can be admitted ; no
professional gambler; no person without visible means of de-
cent support; uo ouc fullowing any low, vile, abjecc cmploy-
ment.

No monk or Jesuit ean be adwmitted ; nor aoy tool or instru-
ment of any unlawful tyranny or nsurpation.

No person whatever ean, under any pretext, ever be admitted
to a degree without full payment of the regular fee.

The final vote on the question of adinission eannot be taken
until the third meeting of the Lodge after and including that
at which he is proposeld.

The interval Letween proposal and initiation will regnlarly be
three mouths; but this may be reduced to forty-five days, if in
that time there have been three wmecetings, with due notice of
each to all the Brethren.

In cvery case, the Pctition for adwission of the Profane,
written and signed by bimself, will be presented, in the follow-
ing form:

® Profanus—a person pre fumse, outsile of ihe Temple—one not of “ The
Uoly Iuuse of the luitaed™ The wond has no odivus meaaing.



“ To the Worshipfud Master, the Most Ten. .. Tardens and
Fens, Drethren of . .ooveevennnn. ... Lodye, No......, of the
Stute of oo vvverseerens of the slncient and eeepted Scottish
Rite of T rcemasonry.”

“I, A B , being free by birth, and of the full age
of twenty-one years, do declare that, unbiassed by any solicila-
tion of fricmds or others, and mninfluenced by were enriosity, or
hy mereenary or other unworthy motives, I freely and volun-
tarily ofier myself for the Mysteries of IFreemasonry ; that Iam
prompied 1o do £o by a favorable opinion conceived of the Jra.
ternity, by the desire of kuowlwulge, and a sincere wish to be
serviceable to my fellow-creatures; and that I will cheerfully
conform to all the ancient usages and established customs of
the Order. 1am.....ycars of age; wasbornat..........,in
veeeeesessveeesy am of the profescion [‘truade, or ‘employ-
ment’} of vovunuoan,andresideat.cooen.aia..,

A—r B—-"

« Recommended and vowched jor by C D—,

AMember af the Lodge.”

This petition is to be banded by the vouching brother to the
Master, in private. ‘The voncher mnst not Le given without 2
full and intimate acquaintance with the character, habits, and
disposition of the candidate; and it applics as well to his intel-
lectual as to his moral character.  No wan who is not possessed
of the mental “strength and ability to understand avnd vulue the
instruction couveyed, some edncation and some taste for study,
and eapacity for reflection, wor any perverse, prugmatical, or
coutentious person, onght to be allowed admission, even to the
Lesser Mysteries. Aud if the voucher present a drunkard,
gambler, sedncer, cheat, or wnfair dealer, he wust himself be
expelled from the Order. The plea of igrorance will not ex-
ense him.  Every one recommeuds aud vouches as of personal
knowledge, and accepts the risk.

The Master will, in the following form, propose the Profaneia
open Lodge, in the Apprentice’s Degree, without in any manner
naming or desiguating the Brother who presents and vouches
for hiwm:

©.. » My Brethren, the Profane, A.... B.....,
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aged...... years, by profession [**trade” or *cm-
ployment”]Ja ............ ,bormat ............,
aod residingat ........ ceeeceesaass, IS proposed,
and desires to be initiated into our Mysteries, and
to become a Member of this Lodge. My Brethren,
Sepior and Junior Wardens, announce this to your
respective colwinns, and request the Brethren to pro-
care infrmation, by the next communication, in
regard to this Profane ; to the end that we may then
consider whether a Committee shall be appointed.

©.. M Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Venerable Master
proposes the Profane, A .......... B...... oLl ,
[repeating the particulars of age, ete.] to be initiated into
our Mysteries and to become a Member of this Lodge ;
and he requests us to inform ourselves, by the next
communication, in regard to this Profane, to the end
that we may then consider whether a Committee shall
be appointed.

O.. , Drethrea who grace the column of the
South, the Venecrable Master and the Brother Senior
Warden propose, ctc., [repeating the proposition in the same
words] } Drother Senior Warden, it is announced.

@.. ;> Venerable Maser, it is anoounced.

At the ncxt mecting (betwecen which 2nd the former fi
teen d2ys mus: have elapsed), the proposition will be taken up,

and the Master will say:

©.. ) Brethren Senior aud Junior Wardens, in-
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vile the Brethren to commmunicate to us such informa-
tion as tbey may bave gallered touching the Profane
7, G § «...., Who was proposed for
initiation at the last communication. .

@.. & DBrother Juuior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the Norlh, the Venerable Master
invites you, clec.

Q.. & DBrethren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master invites you, cle.

J Brother Senior Warden, it is announced.
@.'. ) Venerable Master, it is announced.

If any Brethren have any reinarks to make, they rise in suc-
cessioa, and ask the floor, by stretching out the right hand.
The Warden on whose columu they are, gives one rap with his
Mallet, to whieh the other Warden replies by one rap, and then
© by onc, aud the Warden of the Column says:

@.:. or O.. } Venerable Master, a Brother on
my column asks for the floor.
©.. My Brother, you have permission to speak.

Brethren in the East, wishing to speak, will ask © for the
floor,

This forinula, aceording to which all announeements made in
the Lodge pass up or down through the respective dignitaries,
is sacramental under all circamstances, and determines the es-
seutial character of regular work. No one can address the
Lodge or Master in any other way, at any tiwe.

If more thau-oue ask the floor at one time, the proper War-
den will determine who first asked it or caught bis eye, and so
annouace to the Master.

Any Brother may rise and demand a Committee, without giv-
ing a reason forit, inwhich case one is appoiuted without a ballot.

If po one rises, O says, in a low voice:
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O.. J Brother Scnior Warden, there are no re-
marks to be made on my column.

@ then says aloud:

@.. M Vencrable Master, there are no remarks to
be made on ecither column.

Then, or when the discussion is ended, @ says:

O.. J Brethren Scnior and Junior Wardens, as-
cerfain by the ballot whether any Brother demands
that a Committee be appointed to make strict inquiry
as to the Profane proposed.

@®.. ) Brother Junior Warden, it is the ordgr of
the Vencrable Master that we ascertain, cte. &

O.. J* Brother Master of Ceremonies, that we may
ascertain, ete., distribute the ballots.

2 gocs to the Secretary’s table, and reccives the ballot-borx.
It should have two drawers, onc in which the ballots deposited
are to fall, and one in whlch all are Lept.. Ile takes the former
from the box, and shows @ that it is empty. @ then requests
the Mcmbers of the Lodge, of all the Degrees, to rise, and they
are connted by 2f,  and & respcetively. Their count agree-
ing, A reports it to @ and he to ®, from his place. Then-as
many white balls and as many black ones arc counted out by A
and A, and placed in the drawer where they are kept, which
should have two compartincnts. The rest are retained by A.

Then 2 goes round and gives each voter a white and a
black ball. Then © says:

©.". J, Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, an-
nounce to your columns that the ballot is about to

pass, to ascertain whether any Brother demands that
a Committce shall be appointed to make strict inquiry
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as to the Profanc proposcd. A black ball will de-
mand the Commitice,

@... } Brother Junior Warden, and Bretbren who
" grace the column of the North, the ballot is about to
pass, elc.

0. ) Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Lallot is about to pass, ete.

A now takes the box and reccives the ballots. Ile goes first to
O, then to @, then to O, and then tothe other officers in due suc-
cession, then to any Brethren -entitled to vote, who may be in the
East, aud then places it on the Altar,and the BB, advance one by
one, and vote, cach first giving ® thesign. Then the Tileris called
in, the Pursuivant or a Brother relieving him, and he, being in-
formed of the matter by ®, deposits his. vote, and retires again.
In receiviug the votes, 2 must keep his band before the opening
of the box and turn aw ay his head.

When all have voted, 2f carries the box to O, then to &, and
theo to ©, cach of whom examiues the ballots. Then © says :

©.. ,» Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, how

stands the ballot ?

1f the number of ballots and voters do not agree, @ asks:

@.*. Brother Junior Warden, how is the ballot in
the South?

O.'. DBrother Senior Warden, the ballot is uncqual
and me;act

@.". S Venerable Master, the ballot is unequal
aud inexact in the West, on the South and North.

©.. Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, the
ballot being unequal and inexact, in the South, North
aud Last, ascertain, by another ballot, whether any
Brother demands, ete.
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Another ballot is again taken and examined, as before.
If the ballot is un.munously \\hue, and not unequal and in-
exact, it is thus announced ;

@.. » Brother Junior Warden, how is the ballot
in the South ?

O.. ) Brother Senior Warden, the ballot is equal
and exact, and fair in the South.

@.. M Vencrable Master, the ballot is equal and
exact, fair in the South, and cle«r in the North and
West.

.. ) The ballot is equal and exact, fair in the
South, clear in the North and West, and BricOT in
the East. Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, an-
nounce to your columns, that no Brother demanding a
Committee, none will be appointed, and the ballot, on
the application of the Profane, will be passed at the
next meeting of the Lodge.

@... ) Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Venerable Master
informs you that, no Brother demanding, etc.

0.. ) Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Vencrable Master informs you, etc.

If the ballot shows a black ball, O will answer, when asked
by @ how the ballot is in the South :

O.. J} Brother Serior Warden, the ballot is dark
in the South.

@.. ) Vencrabie Alaster, the ballot is dark in
the West, on the South and North.
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®.. M Brethren Scunior and Junior Wardens, in-
form your columns that n Committee being demanded,
one will be appointed, to report at the next mecting,.

@... ) Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Yenerable Master
informs you that, etc.

O.. J* Brelbren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master informs you that, ete.

The Master will appoint the Coinmittee, always of three,
without making it known to the Lodge of whom it is composed ;
aud any inforiation desired by a DBrother to lie given to the
Committee, nmust be communicated through the Master. The
Master will desigonte the Chairuan of the Comuittee.

At the next meeting, 2, when directed by ©, will take
round the Pouch of Propositions, first in the East, and then on
the columns. 1le will present it to every Brother in succession;
and overy one must put in his band, as if be intended to
put something in without being perceived. Thus the Com-
wittee may put in theirreport, without any one knowing by whom
it is done. It should be written on a thin square piece of paper,
fulded up into small coinpass, so that, when it is held io the
hand, no one can see it. "I'he Committce will thus remain an-
known. The report will not he sigued, and the Profane will
be designated only by the initial-letter of bis surname.

A will make, on the minutes of proceedings of this com-
munication, and of that when the Profune was proposed, only a
general mention of him, without indicating his name, surname,
profession, etc., age, or place of birth or residence. But on a
reparate sheet, sealed, aud authenticated by at least three signa-
tures, he will enter these particulars, and all action had on the
proposition, such as the appointment of a Committee, the refer-
ence 1o it, the ballot, ete., up to the moment of admission, if that
takes place. Afier ssinission be will transeribe into the Book
of Architecture (I2ecord),all that was comumiitted to these * fugi-
tive leaves.”
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The Committee will especially inquire, not merely into the
life and morals of tha person proposed, but iuto his disposition,
whether it be genial, kind, cquable, agreeable, ete., or morose,
pragmatical, captions, petulant, and tllc like; into the nature of
his leanings, Lis faults, and as to his intelligence, capacity, ete.
Aund on all thes2 points they will particularly and specially report,
not simply recommending admission or rejection, or reporting
favorably or nuf-\vurnbl\' } a system wluch experience has
proven to be too often a mere form.

If the whole Committce, or two of them, report against ad-
mission, the Master will so announce, and the matter ends.

If all report favorably, or if' two of them do so, or if no Com-
mittee was demnanded, the Master will say:

©.. My Brethren, in the communication of the
.‘....dayor.... ........ 't]’e P‘.orane’A.... oe ¢ @
B............, was proposed to be initiated into
our Mysteries. Upon his application it was voted
that a Committee should be appointed. I appointed
a Committee of three lo make the necessary investi-
gations. The Committce has reporled, to the effect
that, in admitting this Profane we shall acquire a
worthy Brother, [Or,upon bisapplication, no Committee was
demanded.] He persists in his wish to be received.
The Brother Secretary will read the report. [Itisread]:
Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, propose the
Profane, A........... B..... ...., to the Brethren
of your columnns, and inquire if they desire to offer

any remarks.

Each Warden makes the sancuncement, repeating the words
of ©, and following the formaula of address already often
given. If there are any remarks, they are heard.

Then @ directs it to be zancunced that the ballot will pass
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on the question of receiving the Candidate, the white balls be-
ing forit. The vote is taken and the result anuounced, in all
respects as already prescribed.

If tho ballot is unanimous, © says:

©.". ) Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, an-
nounce {o the Brethren of your columns, that the
ballot bLeing fair in the South, clear in the North
aud West, and bright in the East, the Profanc,
Acoeeeeoo Bliivia.o.., is duly clecled to be
initinled an Euntered Apprentice Mason. At the
game time, invite all the Brethren to join me in
applauding the result.

@... ) Brother Junior Warden, Drethren who
grace the column of the North, the Venerable Master
informs you that the ballot. being, ete., and invites
you, elc.

O.. ) Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master, ete.

The Plaudit is then given, as hereinafter described.

The aunounccment is that the Profane is elccted to be iui-
tiated an Entered Appreatice Mason ; for there must be a separate
ballet for cach Degree.

Then A carries into his minutes of the day all that was on
his fugitive leaves.

If there are three or more black balls, the Profane is defini-
tively rejected, and the fugitive leaves are immediately burned.

If there are but fwo, the fact will be noted on the flying
leaves, and the matter will lie over until the next regular meeung.

11, at that meeting, there are still two black balls on a ballot
taken, the Profane is rejected. If there is but one, @ will in-
vite, and direct the Wardens to iuvite, aloud, the Brother who
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cast the black ball, to inform him, out of the Lodge, and under
the Seal of Masouic Sccrecy, of the reasoos for his vote.

- At this secret eonference, if it takes place, © will be able to
judge of the gravity of the rcasons, and if be finds them frivo-
Jous or trivial, will endeavor to dissuade the Brother from per-
sistcuce in his vote; but be must under no pretext endeavor to
constrain him to yicld his objection.

If, at the next meeting, there is still one black ball, the Pro-
fave is rcjected.

If the objcction is grounded solely on ‘some statute or es-
pecial rcgulation of the Lodge, the Brother voting in the nega-
tive may rise, demand the floor, and state the ground, that the
Lodge may consider it. In that case, whatsoever is determined
by plurality of votes, upon the conclusions of the Orator, or on
ballot, in the ordinary form, will govern.

If the Brother opposing the admission is unwilling to com-
muuicate his reasons to @, either because Le fears that he might
create for himself an encmy, or because he olijects, for the mero
reason that he is unwilling to enter into the bonds of Drother-
hood with the Profane proposed, be is entircly at liberty to
decline making himself known to ©, and may quietly await the
last ballot, when bis one black ball will exclude.

The right of exercisiug oue’s judgment by the sccret ballot
is absolute. No Mason is bound to receive as his Brotlier, one
whom be dislikes or suspects, or thinks unintelligent or likely to
be indolent, indifitrent, or pragmatical. To (uestion him for his
vote, is to descrve expulsion; and the Lodge should always be
content to retain a tried Brother wheu it must virtnally lose hin
to acquire a stranger, unknown to it as Masons know cach other.

If there be one or more other Lodges, of any rcgular Rite,
in the place, notice of an application for initiation will be given
to each, as soon as it is made. Valil objections to a DPro-
fanc may thereby become known, which would otherwise remain
unrevealed.

Applications for Affiliation will be made by petition, and will,
in every case, follow the same course as those for initiation,
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REGULATIONS.

Eacn Lodge will fraino and adopt its own Regulations, and
f{ts Rules of Business and Order. These will be at once in
force. DBut they must be, within a brief space, submitted to
the Grand Conristory of the State, or, if there bo none, then to
tho proper Active or Deputy Inspector-General, that if they
contnin anything contrary to the Grand Constitutions, or to the
Lawy, Statntes, Ordinances, Canons, or Regulations of the Su-
preroe Council, or of the Grand Cousistory {f there bo one, so
much of them mnay be'disapproved, nud by such disapproval,
when that is made known to the Lodge, cense to be of force,
bniess it be decided that such part or parts was from the begin-
ning null and void.

The 1leguiations must provide that there shall be regular
meetings of the Lodgo on tho days of tho summer aud winter
solstico; that is, on the 24th of June, tho Festival of the Natirity
of St. John the Baptist, and on the 27th of December, the Festi-
val of St. Jolin the Evangelist. On these days the Bretliren
will dine together. The clection of Officers will be held at the
regular meeting next preceding the winter solstice, and they
will boe Installed on that day.

The Officers of the Lodges will be clected for not less than
threo yearn  The first seven arc Elective Officers. The others
sre appointed by tho Master,

Tho right to Masanio burinl cannot be denied to Fellow-Crafts
snd Entered Appreutices, They are Free-Masons, Nor can [t
bo allowed to Masons long nnafliliated, and long mneglectful of
their duticsa Ths Lodge always holds its honors under its
control,

Either an Entered Apprentice's or Fellow-Cralt's Lodgo may
be scparately opencd ; but when a Lodge of Master Masons is
opened, it fncludes in ftsell dosA the othier Lodges, and the work
of the first may be saspended, to commenco or resume work in
eitlier of the others. ]

All the ordinary business of the Lodge is transacted in the
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Apprentices® Lodge. The vote on an application for aftiliation ia
taken there. The vote on an application for cither Degren is
taken in the Lodge of that Degree.

Ou an application for initiation, visiting Brcthren arc entitled
to vote; for imitiatiou creates duties on their part, as well as
on those of the Brethren of the Lodge, and the same duties,
toward the Initiate. Jor the same reason, they may vote ou an
application for the Second or ‘Third Degree.

Any Brother can withdraw {romn a Lodge at his pleasure; but
if be be under charges, the Lodge may refuse to accept his de-
mission until after trial and acquittal ; and if he Le indebted
to it, may refuse him a ccrtificate of demission and good stand-
ing, uotil he pays it what he owes.

VII
APARTMENTS CONNECTED WITH
THE LODGE.

Tuere must be a convenient 'and comfortable ante-room
(salle de pas perdus) for the reception of visitors and other
nccessary purposes. It must be a room, one door opening into
the Lodge-roum, aud with oae other door for exit, that may be
kept closed. : ]

There must alzo be a Preparation-room, with a door opening
into the Lodgc-room, on the left of the Scnior Warden. Ilere
candidates will be prcpared ; and here also visitors may await
admission.

In the antc-room must be a desk, with materials and imple-
ments for writing, on which desk the Register of Visitors will be
laid. In this room, also, the wardrobe should be kept, and a
book for subscriptions for banquets and festivals, It should be
well supplied with chairs, and one or more tables for writing.

In the Preparation-roam there will be no furpiture exccpt a
single table, somc chairs, aod a book-case or cases coutaininy the
Library. The fullowing sentences are painted on the wall, or
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are suspended, in large print, and framed, io 8 conspicuious
place:

“ If mere curiosity brings thee hither, turn back ; degone! "

“ If thou fearest to xce the faults and frailtics of Humanity
dissected, thow 1wilt find no satisfaction amongst us.”

« If thou valuest 1corldly goods and aduantagc: alone, thou
wilt find nothing here to aid thee in thy purpese.”

“ If thoulackest confidence in us, adoance no further.”

“ If thy heart be pure, and thy intentions good, thou art wel-
comel”

“ If thow perseverest, thou wilt be purified by the elements;
thou wilt emerge from the abyss of darkness, and sce the Light.”

O. 1. ¥ *® . J * & ® *

# Dust we are, and unto dust we must return.”

« In the grave all men are equal.”

% ITe that goeth down to the grave shall come wp no more.”

“ The way of the wicked is as durkness. They know not at
vhat they stumble.”

« ITe that rwalks with the wise shall be wise; dut the com-
panion of fools shall be destroyed.”

“ He who stops his ears at the cry of the poor shall himself
ery and not be heard.”

“ Remove not the old landmarks,; and enter not into the
JSields of the fatherless.”

“ Ife that has no rule over his own spirit is a city dilapidated
and without walls.”

« ITell and destruction are never full”

“ God snall judge the righteous and the wicked."

4 The Glory of God is to conceal the Word.”

O. 2. ® * * * *® ] *®



VIIIL
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The regular Order of Business in every Lodge of the Rite
1§ = .

1st. The reading and signing of the Records of the previous
communication or communications, as yet unread and unsigoed,
which ara entered in & Book, called Tue Boox oF Arcul-
TECTCRE. To insure the correctoess of the entries, and avoid
the necessity of deficement by erasures and interlineations,
the minutes of each meeting are kept on loose sheets, called
‘PraTes,’ and are invariably to be read over, while in the rongh,
just before the closing of the communication at which they are
taken, that any error or omission may at once be corrected,
before the formal record is made up.

2d. Report from the Brother Almoner, of any special case
or cascs requiring relief or assistance.

ad. Reports from permanent or standing committees.

4th. Reports from special or select committees.

5th. Applications for initiation, reception, or admission to
membership.

6th. Consideration of previous proposals for initiation or
affiliation.

7th. Receptions.

8th. Motions and Resolutions.

After reports from Committees are received, their considera-
tion, if they give risc to decbate, may be postponed until after
the initiations or reccptions.

At every meeting the Sccretary will place before the Master
the “Order of the day,” on which, under the above heads, will
be stated the different matters to be considered and acted upon.
The Lodge may postpone any matter, by “ passing to the order
of the day.”



IX.
MISCELLANEOTUS.

1st. All trials for offences must be held in open Lodge, before
the whole Lodge, on regular charges and specifications, the
vote on each of which will be taken separately, by yeas and
nays, the youngest member not an Oflicer voting first, and sv on
up to the eldest, and then the officers, beginning with the Tiler
and ending with the Master. ‘The punishments are, censure or
reprimand ; fines; pecuniary restitution; suspension from mem-
bership of the privileges of Masoury, for a definite or indcfinite
time; expulsion from the Lodge, and declaration of unworthi-
ness, which is deprivation of all privileges and rights as 8 Mason,
Suspension for an indefinite time can ouly be terminated by a
vote of threc-fourths of ail the Brethren present at a regular
meeting, taken upon a call of names, beginning with the youngest
Mason, and after notice given at the preceding regnlar meeting.
Three Drethren may demand a Committee of Inquiry belore the
ballot. Suspension for a definite period will terminate at the end
of the period, unless it is continued by vote of three-fourths of
the Drethren present, taken in the same manuner, at a regular
mecting, after notice by a Brother, and demand for it, at the
preceding regular meeting. The notice and demand will con-
tinue the suspension until the ballot. Three Brethren may de-
mand a8 Committee of Inquiry; and the suspension should be
continued, if the suszpended party have not reformed or made
reparation. If continued, it becomes indefinite. A majority of
three-fourths is necessary to expei; a simple majority of votes
will suspend.

2d. A Lodge can never close until the box of fraternal as-
sistance is sent around, and every Brother must contribute
somcthing. And no Brouther can withdraw from the Lodge before
it closes, without depositing his contribution. The sum ¢on-
tributed will be handed to the Almoner, to be used in relieving
distress. It may be directed to be appliad to a particular case,
of a party named or unnamed, on mmotiun of any Brother. 1low-
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ever applied, the party relieved is vever to be informed from
what source the relief comes.

3d. ALodge cannot be called off until another day or evening.
When at refreshment, the members remain in presence of the
Junior Warden, at whose table the small gilt column of Har-
uoxY is placed upright.

sth. The Lodge must always be opened and closed in due
sud proper form. No openings * without form,” or * in short,”
sre sllowable.

S8th. No Brother can leave the Lodge before it closes, without
permission from the Senior YWarden, which will only be given
for good cause. Any Brother may object to another leaving,
8od demand a vote of the Lodge; which ought not to permit
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vithdrawal, except for good cauee, since thereby thie most im-
portant business is often transacted by a few, or neglected.

8th. The Brethren will alicays be called to order precisely at
the hour and moment fixed. Brethren arriving afterward must
tender good excuse, or be liable to censure and even to fine.

1th. The Banncr of the Lodge is to be of white silk, edged and
fringed with blue. On one side, embroidered or painted in blue
snd gold, the Square and Compass, emitting golden rays; and
on the other the Blazing Star of five points, with the letter g7 in
the centre.  Over the Square and Compase, the motto MagoNnx-
Mg onLick, and over the Blazing Star the words, in llcbrew,

:!(N YZ/S‘ A./S%‘im [{Yazar Avouix], meaning
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“Reverexce For e Dertr.”  The banner should be square,
each side measuring about 30 inches; and it should be attached
to a light stafl] with a spear-head alwve.

gth. There are wo assemblies of Masons, in the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, *“working after the wanner of a Lodge.”
Masons can only be ade in * just and regularly constituted
Lodges of such.” In a State where there is a Graud Consistory,
_Letters of Coustitution for Lodges will be granted by that
body. The Commander-in-Chief may grant temporary Letters,
to be confirmed or revuked by the Grand Consistory. If these
are confirmed, Letters of Constitution issue, confirming aud
making verpetual the temporary Lettevs. Where there is no
Grand Consistory, Letters of Constitution are granted by an
Inspector General, or Deputy Inspector General. These are
perpetual without contivmation.  In every easc the officers must,
at the beginning, be elected and duly installed, to hold their
offices until the next Winter Solstice.

9th. If the Master be absent at any meeting, a Past Worship-
ful Master, or a Priuce of the Toyal Secret or Inspector General
must be ealled on to preside.  The Senior Wanden docs not take
the dMuster’s place of right, or by succession, and will preside
only when no Past Master, Prince of the Royal Seeret, or Tu-
epector General is present.  In the absence of these and of the
Scnior Warden, the Junior Warden will preside. If none of
these are present, a Knight Rose Croix may preside, if he have
received also the 20th Degree.  In the absence of all these, no
Lodge can be hell.

10th. No Profune can be Initiated who bas lost a limb, or is
paralyzed, mutilated, or deformed, not having his limbs whole,
s u man onght to have; or if blind, even of onc eye, or deaf:
but slight defects, such as the loss of a finger, or lameness, are
uot futal objections.

11th. No appeal to the Lodge ean be takeu from any decision
of the Master, except on questions of order; and oot even in
such case, when the question whether a Brother is in order, de-
pends for its solution on some landmark or vsscutial principle of
Freemasonry. '

12th. The Master may, at any moment, close a debate by ris-
ing to his feet and rapping once.
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13th. Masons of the Ancicnt and Accepted Rite will use,
after initials and abbreviations, three duts, forming an equi-
lateral triangle, thus: ¢ Ven..”—*A.. AL-”, instead of the
single period.

14th. Official letters and docnments will be dated as follows :

“Oreof co..e...ythe ..., day of the Ilcbrew month ....,
A, M......, answering to the ..., day of ....18.... V.. E=.”

The initials Or.~. stand for Oricnt. The name of the Hebrew
month may be written in Hebrew or English. The initials V.-,
E.. mean “ vulgar or ordinary era,” and arc to be used instead
of A, D.. Each Secrctary must annually procure, and kecp
in his office, a ealendar of the Hcbrew months for the year.

The Hebrew year begins with the month “ch, Tisri, which
commences on some day in September. Each month begins with
the new wmoon. ‘Lo find the Hebrew year before that day in
Scptember add 3,760 to the current year. After that day add

3,761,

15th. All banquets or refections arc held in the degree of
Entered Appreuntice.

16th. Every Brother eutering the Lodge, after it is opened,
will salute ©, @, and O in succession, with the sign, beginning
with the Master.

Depare avp Decisiox.

There can be no debate without permission of the Master.
When all except the Orator have been heard on any guestion
of interest or importance, © will say:

@®.. DBrother Orator, make known your con-
clusions.

Wherenpon ¥ riscs, and offers such remarks as he thinks
proper, after which he pauses a little to see whether what he
bas gaid will elicit auy reply, in which case he will listen to
what is said, and rejoin.

If there are no remarks, or when the matter is sufficiently de-
-bated, he will conclude, i e, xill state as propositions what, in
his opinion, the Lodge cught to determine.



44 MISCELLANEOUS.

Then © will put the question thus:

®.. DBrethren of the Lodge, is it your pleasure
to adopt or reject the couclusions of the Brother
Orator? Those of you who think they should be
adopled will give me the sign.

The sign is Lo raise the right hand above the head.

©®.'. Those of you who think they should be re-
jected will give me the same sign.

After which © aovounces, through the Wardens, the result.

If there be doubt as to the result, the vote will be taken
again, and a count be had.

Five Bretbren, rising, may demnaad the ayes and noes. In
that case the roll is called, beginning with the youngest mem-
ber, not aa ofticer, and ending with the oflicers in the inverse
order of rank.
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FIRST DEGREE.

ENTERED APPRENTICE.

X, OPENING.

Taz moment the bour for opening arrives, fixed by Reguia-
tion or Special Order, ®, clothed, and wearing his jewel, will
take the East, rap o, and say, standing :

©.. ) My Brethren, I am about to open in this
place the respectable Lodge, ........, No. ...., of
Apprentice Masons, for the dispatch of business. Be
pleased to assist me. The officers and Brethren will
clotbe themselves, and the Dignitaries and officers
will repair to their respective stations and places.

Upon this order being given k will spread the tracing-board
[tableau] on the floor, and & will earry the register of visitors
to the ante-room, and place it on the desk open, and the page
dated,

When all are clothed, and in their places and stations, O,
seating himself, in which "afl the Brethren imitate him, raps o,
sud.says:
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©.. ; Very dear Brother Senior Warden, what is
the first duty of a Warden in a Lodge ?

@... To assurc himself that the Temple is duly
tiled, Vencrable Master.

®.. Be pleased to assure yourself of that, my
Brother, and cause the Tiler to be informed that we
are about to open this Lodge of Apprentice Masons
for the dispatch of business, that he may tile accord-
ingly. '

@.. J' Brother Junior Warden, be pleased to as-
cerfain if the Temple is duly tiled, and cause the
Tiler to be informed, etc.

O.. J' Brother Assistant Expert, ascertain if the
Lodge is duly tiled, and inform the Tiler, etc.

8 draws his sword, examines whether the key of the door is
right, places it oa the altar, epens the door, communicates the
ordér to the Tiler on the outside, closes the door, raps ou it B
times at equal intervals, { answering with the same, aud then o,
to which the Tiler replics by one rap. Then, returning to his
place aud sheathing bis sword, 8 says to O:

¢ . Brother Junior Warden, the Temple is duly
tiled. -

Q... > Brother Senior Warden, the Temple is
duly tiled.

@.. J} Vencrable Master, the Temple is duly tiled.

®.. ) How tiled, my Brother?

@.'. With secrecy and brotherly love, by a worthy
Brother Masier Mason, without the door, with a
drawn sword.
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@®.. His duty there?

@.:. To guard against the approach of all cowans
and eaves-droppers, on the hills or in the vales, and
to see that none enter here, except such as are duly
entitled, and have the permission of the Venerable
Master. :

©.. 1t is well, my Brother. What is the second
duty of the Senior Warden in the Lodge ?

@.. To kuow, with certainty, that all present are
Masons. '

©.. Be pleased, my Brother, to satisfy yourself
that all present are so.

O. 3. ¢ ¢ L t ¢ *

The Brethren and Officers, except the Dignitaries, place them-
selves under the sign of order, seated. % passesalong the column
of the North, and & along that of the South, each from East to
West, to see if they know all as JMasons. If cither of them does
not recognize a particular person as such, be directs him, by a
gesture, to rise. If any Brother Anows the person rising to be a
Mason in good slanding, be will rise and so declare. It is not
enough to have sitten in a Lodge with him. If no one vouches
for the party, he will be required to withdraw to the Prepara-
tion-room for examination. \When nowe remain but Masons,
and the Expert and Assistant Expert are satisfied, they will re-
turn to their places, and, standing, 3 will say:

& .°. Brother Senior Deacon, all on the column of

the South are Masons. i
% .*. Brother Junior Warden, all on both columns

are Masons.



00 OPENING.

O.. M DBrother Senior Warden, all present are
Masons,

@... ) Vencrable Master, I have satisfied myself
tbat all present are Masons.

O_. 4, * * L] * * *

®.'. Ilow many compose a Lodge of Apprentice
Masons ?

@.°. Three, five, seven.

®.". When composed of seven, of whom does it
consist ?

@.'. The Venerable Master, the Senior and Junior
Wardens, the Treasurer aud Secretary, and the
Senior and Junior Deacons.

®.*. What is the Junior Deacon’s [or Assistant
Expert's, as it may be] place in the Lodge ?

@.. In front of the Senior Warden, to the right,
if he is pleased to permit it.

0. b. * * n L] L J »

®.. Why there; Brother Junior Deacon ?

& .. To bear his orders to the Junior Warden,
and to see that the Drethren conduct with propriety
on the columns.

©®.'. What is the Senior Deacon’s [or Expert's, as
it may be] place in the Lodge?

¢ .. In front of the Venerable Master, to his right,
if he is pleased to permit it.

©.". Why there, Brother Senior Deacon ?



OPENING. 01

h.. To bear your orders to the Senior Warden
and other officers, that the work of the Lodge may
be the more promptly doue.

©.. What is the Secretary’s place in the Lodge ?

T .. To your left, Venerable Master, in the Itast,

©.'. Brother Secretary, why are you to my left,
in the East?

A.. To take note of the materials and works; to
engrave the proccedings of the Lodge ; to receive all
moneys, and pay them over to the Treasurer; to
conduct the correspondence with the workshops and
workmen ; and to announce the days of labor, and
what is to be done thereon.

@®.. What is the Treasurer's place in the Lodge -

A.. To your right, Venerable Master, in the East.

©.. Brother Treasurer, why are you to my right,
in the East?

.. To receive the moneys of the workshop from
the Brother Secretary, and to pay all such accounts
as the Venerable Master approves and the Lodge
allows, keeping just and full accounts of the same.

®.. What is the Junior Warden’s slation in the
Lodge ?

... In the South, Venerable Master.

®©.. J7 Why do you occupy the South, very
dear Brother Junior Warden ?

O.. [He and @ rising] : The better to observe the
Sun at bis meridian height ; to send the workinen to
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their labors and recall them from work to refresh-
ment, that the Venerable Master may have honor
and glory thereby.

®.. What is the Senior Warden's station in the
Lodge? :

O.. In the West, Vencrable Master.

®.. Why in the West, very dear Brother Senior
Warden ?

@.". As the Sun sets in the West to close the day,
so is the Senior Warden in the West to assist in
opening and closing the Lodge, to pay the workmen,
and send them away content and satisfied.

®.. What is the Master’s stalion in the Lodge ?

@.". In the East, Venerable Master.

®.. Why in the East, my Brother?

@®.". As the Sun rises in the East to begin his
course and open the day, so is the Vencrable Master
in the LEast to open the Lodge, to direct it in its
work, aund to enlighten it wilh his knowledge.

®.. At what hour are Apprentice Masons used to
to open their labors ?

.. At mid-day, Venecrable Master.
. What is the hour, Brother Junior Warden ?
*. Iligh Noon, Veunerable Master.

L . ® *® » »

'. & Venerable Master, all is just and perfect.
*. ' It being bLigh noon, and all being just
and perfect, be pleased, Brethren Senior and Junior

02008



OPENING. b3

Wardens, to proclaim, on your respective columnsg,
that I am about to open the labors of the Respectable
Lodge ........, No. ...., in the first degree.

@.". ) Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who grace
the column of the North, the Venerable Master an-
nounces to you that he is about to open the labors of
the Respectable Lodge ....... ., No. ...., in the
first degree.

O.. ) Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master announces to you, ete.
. . . Q It is proclaimed on the column of the
South, Brother Senior Warden.

@.. ) Venerable Master, it is proclaimed on both
columns.

© raps H, rises, and says
©®.'. To order, my Brethren. -
Then he takes off his hat, and says:

©.. In the name of God and of Saint John of
Scotland, and under the auspices of the Supreme
Council (Mother-Council of the World), of the Sove-
reigns The Grand Inspectors-General, Grand Elect
Knights of the Holy House of the Temple, Grand
Commanders of the Holy Empire, of the 33d and last
degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Free-Masonry, for the Southern Jurisdiction of the
United States, whose Sec is at Charleston, in the
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State of South Carolina . . . ({or, if there be a
Grand Consislory in the State] . . . of the
Grand Consistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal
Seccret, 32d degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scot-
tish Rite of I'ree-Masonry, for the State of ...... .
and by virtue of the authority in me vested as Ven-
crable Master of this Lodge of Apprentice Masons, I
declarc it to be duly opened, and its labors in full
force. No Brother may spcak aloud, or pass from
ove column to the other, without first obtaining per-
mission, or may engage in political questions or con-
troversy, under the penalties prescribed by the
General Statutes of the Order.

O. 7. * *® * *® *® ®

®.. ) Be seated, my Bretbren. . . . Very
dear Brother Sccretary, be pleased to read to us the
engraved plate of the works of the last comwunica-
tion. . . . J Attenlion, my brethren.

While A reads the record, § has before him the original
minutes, to sce if anything is altered, added, or omitted. If so,
be makes it known when the rcading is finished. If sll is cor-
rect, he says:

¥ .. Venerable Mausler, the engraved plate con-
forms to the rough sketch.

Then O raps o, and the YWardens in succession repeat the
rap.

©.. J Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, an-
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nounce on your columns that if any of the Brethren
have any remarks to offer, they may, if they please,

be heard.

@.. ) Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Venerable Mas-
ter announces that, etec.

O.. J Brethren who grace the column of the
South, the Venerable Master announces, ete.

Nothing can be discussed, except whether the record is cor-
rect. If any discussion occurs, ¥ will conclude, and @ deter-
mines. When all is settled, or if no one speaks,

O ) Brother Senior Warden, silence prevails
on my column.

@.. ) Venerable Master, silence prevails on
both columns.

©®.". ) Brethren Senior and Junior Wardens, invite
the Brethren on each column to join me in giving
due sanction to the plate of our last labors.

The Wardens announce this in succession:
©.'. Join me, my Brethren.

All give the plaudit in the usual manner.



XI.
INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS,

YWuzx the minutes have been approved, ® says:

©.". J* Brother Master of Cercmonies, be pleased
to repair to the Outer Court of the Temple, and as-
cerlain if any Visiting Brethren are in attendance.

A goes out, aand returns, bringiog with bim the Register of
Visitors. He reports, between the Wardens, the number and
rank of the Visitors present, bands the Register to the Secre-
tary, and the certificates, briefs, or patents of the Visitors, if
they have produced such, to ©. He then returns and remains
with the Visitors,

Then © directs % to tile [examine] the Visitors without cer-
tificates, briefs, or patents, and & to take the signatures of
those who have them, that these may be compared with their
signatures on the certificates, etc.

If the Visitors are only Master Masoas, or oaly registered as
euch, © will say, after % and ¢ have performed their duty and
reported :

©.'. ) Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Brother
Master of Ceremonies that he may present the Visit-
ing Brethren.

If there are alro Visitors eatitled to honors, he will say :

©.'. J} Brother Junior Deacon, inform the Master
of Ceremonies that he will divide the Visitors prop-
erly into classes, and introduce first the Apprentices,
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Fellow-Crafts, and Master Masons, whom we are now
ready to receive.

%A being so directed, brings the Visitors, registered as Ap-
prentices, F ellow-Crnﬂn, and Master Masons, to the door of
entrance, and gives the Apprentice’s alarm. If there be a Pur-
suivant, he says:

A'.. Brother Junior Deacon, some one raps as an
Apprentice at the door of the Temple.
& .. Brother Senior Warden, some one raps as an
Apprentice at the door of the Temple.
@.'. Brother Junior Deacon, learn who it is that
knocks
. Brother Pursulvnnt learn who it is tbat

Lnocks
A, or if there be noue, & partly opens the door, and asks:

& . Who knocks ?

... The Master of Ceremonies, accompanying the
Visiting Brother Apprentice [* Fellow-Craft,” or
“ Master”] Mason [or * the Visiting Brethren, Ap-
prentices, Fellow-Crafls, and Master Masons:” . . .
varying the phrase according to the number and
chara(,ler of the Visitors.]

*. [Closing the door] Brother Scnior Warden, it
is the Brother Master of Ceremonies accompanying,

etc.
@.. M Vencrable faster, the Brother Master of

Ceremonies, accompanying, etc., requests admission.
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@.". Throw open the doors of the Temple! . . .
J ¢ 4 Toorder, my Brethren !

All rise, and stand under the Sign of Order.

@.". Brother Junior Deacon, throw open the doors
of the Temple!

Tbe door is opcaed. 2 enters with the Visitors, and advan-
cen with them to the Altar. They stand under the Sign of
Order.

O. 8. *® B *x L L *

If other Visitors are to be introduced, © will now direct 2 to
conduct the Visitors to seats, reserving his compliments until
all shall bave entered. If there are no others, ho will say:

©.". Brethren, we congratulate ourselves on our
good fortune in being visited by you, and cordially
offer you the poor hospitalities of our Temple. We
fully appreciate the value of your presence among
us, and cspecially on the present occasion [giving the
reasons]. Wilh our numbers thus enlarged, we may
labor more cffectually and impressively, and shall be
assisted and strengthened in inculealing and propa-
gating the principles of Virtue and Frateruity, which
the Ancient and Accepted Scotlish Rite professes.
Be seated among us, Brethren. DBrother Master of
Ceremonies, conduct our worthy and well-beloved
Bretlhren to appropriate seats.

2 conducts to the East the Aasters of Lodges, Kts.'. Rose
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Croix, and Visitors of higher rank, though they may bave in-
scribed themselves as simple Masons; and the Jlasters of
Lodges, though they enter without insignia. But Knights Rose
Croix, etc., sre not entitled to any distinction without their in-

signia, or, at least, their jewels.
If there sre other visitors, they are introduced in classes, and

in due succession, by the following formula, varying only as to
the number of Stars and Swords, and the description of the

Visitors. For example:

©.. ) Brother Master of Ceremonies, return to
the ante-room, and introduce the Knights Kadosh,
who do us the honor to visitus . . ., [or * the
Knight Templar, SirE . . . W . . . ., who
does us the honor to visit us.”] .

2 salutes and goes out, and © then says:

©®... Brother Senior Deacon, take with you five
Stars and five Swords, repair to the ante-room, and
precede the Knights Kadosh, who do us the honor
to visit us, on their entrance into the Temple.

If the Visitors to be introduced are entitled to the Arch of
Steel, @ will say, afler % has gone out with the Stars and

Swords :

®.. Brother Junior Deacon, take —— swords, and
place them in due position to form the Arch of Steel.

When such arch is pot to be formed, the Stars and Swords,
entering by two, % st their head, A afer them, preceding the
Visitors, will divergo cn entering, halt between the door and
Altar, and present swords, after facing inwards.

If the Arch is to be formed, § will take as many swords as
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have gone out, and place them in a single line, between the door
and the Altar, facing the South, bimnself on the left. The
Swords, from without, entering by twos, will advance, % at
their bead, until that officer is abreast of §. Then they will
halt, the lelt of each two step backwards behind the right, and
all face to tho North. The two 1anks will theu raise their
ewords and cross the points above, between them, at the same
time holling the stars above their heads.

When & has formed his rank, © will give notice if the swords
arc to be clashed, and the Wardens to beat with their mallets.
If the Brethren are reated he will call them up, order awords
drawn, aod that they be presented when the Visitors enter.
e will then say, standiug in the East :

®.". Throw open the doors of the Temple, and let
our valiant [if Kts.". Rose Croix or Kadosh] or ** sub-
lime” [if Princes of the Royal Secret], or '* illusiri-
ous” [if Inspectors-General] Visilors enter!

As the first Visitor crosses the threshold he will say:

©.'. Prescnt swords |

And when the ranks are finally formed ;

©.'. Salute!

Swords a:e presented and the salute given, as in the military
manual for small-arms. The Visitors, preceded Ly 2, pass in
front of the single rank, it standing, at a salute, or between the
ranke, under the Arch, as the case may be, to the Altar, and
etand in onc line, on the West side of it, facing the Master,
where each will give the sign of the degree. ©, recovering and
carrying his sword, will sheathe it, and return the sign, If
others are to be introduced he will say:

©.. Recover swords! Carry swords! Return



INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS. Gl

swords! Valiant, etc., Brethren, you are welcome.
Brother Masler of Ceremonies, conduet our Valiant,
etc., Brethren to appropriate scals !

When all ave admitted, and while they yet stand at the Altar,
if none have entercd hefore and been scated, or if onc of those
last admitted is entitled to the Mallet, but otherwise, after all
are seated, © will welcome them in 8 brief address. Tha fol-
lowing may be used:

©.". Brethren, we hail with joy, and welcome your
entrance into this Temple of Harmony and Virtue, to
participate in our labors. We thank you for the
encouragement thus given by you to the workmen of
this Lodge, and especially to the young and the
Apprentices of the Craft, whose zeal and ardor in
Masonry will naturally be stimulated by this proof
that our labors are not uninteresting to others, even
to the most distinguished and illustrious of the great
Fraternity ; and in whom a praiseworthy ambition
will also be aroused at sight of the due houors paid
to high rank and long service. in the Royal Art. Be
indulgent, Brethren, in respect to aught you may see
amiss or imperfect in our work! Aid us with your
wise counsel and advice, since it is the duty of evex;y
Mason of intelligence to dispcnse light and knowl-
edge among the uninformed Brethren. You are
welcome, Brethren. 3ly Brethren of the Lodge, aid
me in welcoming these Brethren more appropriately,
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a-d

in the universal language of Masonry. With me, my
Brethren !

All give the sign (io which alone the Visitors joiu), then the

battery with the hands, and then the sign three times, each
time crying “ Hvzza” This is the “Plaudit.”
" The Visitors, nll standing during tbe address, will bow in
reply to the compliment. Then, if the Visitor, or one of the
Visitors, is entitled to the Mallet, the Venerable Master will de-
scend, walk to the Aliar, and offer it to the single Visitor en-
titled, or to tho one highest in rank. Only Inspectors-General
are now entitled to it, or the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand
Cousistory of the State, and these only when the Venerable is
not an Inspector-General

To a dcputation from another Lodge, the same bhonors are
paid as to the Master of a Lodge.

When there is an initiation, no honors are paid to any one
after the candidate is at the door.

After the plaudit, if the Mallet is not offcred to any one, and
any Visitors sre at the Altar, © directs 2f to conduct them to
appropriate seats. Until they reach them all remain standing.
Then all are scated by one rap, © saying:

®.. J Be seated, my Brethren!

If the Mallet is offered, © accompanies the Visitor to whom
it iy offered, to the East, and scats him in the Chair, if he has
received it. If he has declined, © precedes him to the East,
and places him on his right.  2f at the same time conaucts the
others to seats, and rcturns to his place. All are then seated.



XII.

EXAMINATION OF VISITORS.

A Kxiear Rose Crotx, and of course a Mason of higher de-
gree, is not * tiled,” that is, examined by the Catechism, but is
admitted on his brief or patent, and verification of his signa-
tare. Nevertheless, should he be unable to give the Word at
the opening of a Fellow-Craft’s or Master’s Lodge, or otherwise
be reasonably suspected of not being what ho seems, he may be
strictly tiled.

When onpe is sent out to be examined, or a Visitor in the
ante-room is to be 8o, this will be done by a Committee of three
Brethren, of whom, ordinarily, the Orator or Almoner is one.

The Committee will take with them a Bible, a Hebrew Pen-
tateuch (or.Coscher Saphet Thora), and the Letters-Patent of
Constitution of the Lodge. They will first require the Visitor
to submit to the test of the Oath. To this be may reply by de-
manding to inspect the Letters of Constitution, or Charter, of
the Lodge. After, or without doing this, if he be a true Mason,
be will say that he is ready to take the usual oath, always pro-
vided'that they who examine bim will take the same at the
same time with him, on the Bible or the Pentateuch, on the
Sword, or upon bonor. The Oath is in these words:

“LA.cccee.e Biotuvoo., of my own free will and accord,
in the presence of God and of these witnesses, do hercby and
hereon solemnly and sincerely swear that I have been regularly
initiated an Apprentice Mason, passed to the degree of Fellow-
Craft, and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason [with
the proper omission, if only the first degree, or the first and
second have been received], in just and regularly-constituted
Lodges of such, and that I am not expelled or suspended. So
help me God 1"

He will then be examined in the sign, word, and token of the
degrce, aud then in the proper Catechism or instruction of one
or more of the degrees. If found correct, the Committee will so
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report to the Lodge, and he will Le reccived in due form as a
Visitor. If he cannot prove himself a Mason, he is sent away,
If he be a York Mason, or of the Rit Moderoe, he should be
exawined in the formulas of his own Llite.

XIII.
RECLPTION.

Wnex a candidate is to Le iuitiated, the Brother who propoesed
him will bring him at Jeast half an hour Lefore the time for
opening the Lodge, to the building in which the Iall is, and to
some other than the door of usual entrance to the Lodge, if
there Le such other. llere he will take leave of him, as if not
mesning to return,

There u Brother unknown to him, if there be one, will take
him in charge, and couduct bim to soine retired room, where
they will remain alone.  If it can be avoided in any manner, he
must hot be taken to the Ante-room or the Preparation-room,
He must neitber sec nor hear any one except his gingle com-
panion, and the latter, without Leing rude, will be grave and
silent, so replying, briefly and unsatisfactorily, or mysteriously,
to any questions the candidate may put to hiin, or to any re-
marks he may make, as to disincline him to further attempt at
conversation.

About a quarter of an hour befure the Lodge is to open, a
Brother, relected beforchand as Preparer for initiation, and whe
ought to he wholly unknown to the Candidate, will communicate,
by some agreed signal, with the Lrother baving him ju charge.

You have asked to be advanced to the Temple of Free-
masonry. To attain what you dexire, you must submit to its
Laws, and undergo the tests of initiation into the Ancient
Alysterics, the tests of the four ancient clements. The first is
of the Earu.  You will undergo it here, iu the bowels of the



RECEPTION. 65

earth, under-ground, seated on that to which the bodies of men
are sooner or later committed. * The way of life is above.to the
wise, that he may depart fromm the hell beneath.” The loath-
some inmates of the dungeon and cavern will keep you com-
pany : they, and the dead in his coffin, and the bones of the per-
jured traitor rotting unburicd. Wben I leave you, earefully
survey and explore the place in which you are! Read what is
written on its walls] Reflcct! Pause! Debate with yourself |
If your life has been innocent, or when not so, its faults repented
of ; if your beart is pure, and your motives laudable, snd your
courage firm, Proceed/ otherwise, DEPART! and seek to know
no more. “Ile who comes in with vanity departs in darkness,
and his name shall be covered with darkness.”

If you resolve to proceed, answer in writing the questions
which lie upon the table, and do what is required at the end of
those questions. Answer the questions according to your true
opinions and sincere convictions! Do all precisely as yoa would
if it were certain that you were never to emerge from this silent
darkness into the light of the upper world! YWhen you have
finished, ring the bell.

O. 10. *® * * *® * .

The questions are written on a sheet of paper, with sufficient
spaces between them for answers of some length. They are as
follows :

“ Profane, duried in the bowcels of the Eurth, and deyond the
reach of mortal aid, except at our will, answer as you would
answer to God.”

“ 1st. Man, compounded of a dody and a soul, owes duties to
himself as each. VWhat are those duties 7"

“od, TPAat duties does man owe to Ais fellow-creatures?”

“3d. TPAat duties does man owe to Ais country, and what is
Ae bound, in her distress, or to defend her Aonor, to sucrifice upon
the Altar of the Commonicealth P”

“ 4th, TPAat duties does man owe to his Creator 9

TPhen you have answered these questions, wcrite your last will
and testament, precisely as you would if on the eve of engaging
in dattle, or immured Rere, without hope of a release, for life.
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“ The lip of Truth shall be established forever: a lying tongue
is but for a moment. Brwang 1®

When the candidate has bhad time to examiue the room aad
read the inscriptions and thbe questious, to refiect, and to be
ready to write bis answers,
0. 11. * * * . * *

sud 2o remain nntil the Candidate rings the bell. He will then
bear the steps of the Preparer approaching, who, unlocking the
door, and opening it a little, will ask:

P... What do you desire ?

If the candidate wishes to depart without initiation, he will
conduct him to a room, and send to bim the Brother who pro-
posed him. If he says that he has finished, the Preparer will
sk :

P.. Have you answered the Questions ?
C.. T have.

P.:. Have you made your last Will and Testa-
ment ?

C.. I have. _

P.. Your probation is not yet over. We are not
sure of your sincerity. Eat of the bread and drink
of the water before you. They are the food of the
victims of {emporal and spiritual tyranny. Before
you, also, are salt, sulphur, and mercury, the three
principles of our Brothers the Alchemists, with which
to perform the great work. To separate and unite
are the great processes of the Universe. Man is
threefold, of body, mind, and spirit conjoined. The
salt, sulphur, and mercury are their symbols. Taste
of the salt. The bodies of the dead dissolving, their
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particles become parts of the bodies of the living.
Burn a little of the sulphur! Its flame and smoke
are symbols of your good and evil thoughts. Take
of the mercury in your hand, and seek lo divide it
into portions, these remaining near each other! The
spirit is simple and indivisible. Reflect, and learn!

He again closes the door; but soon re-opens it, and asks:

P... Hast thou done as thou wast bidden?

If he answers in the afirmative, the Preparer will advance to
the table, blindfold bim again, and, taking the questions and
answers and the will, conduct bim by the way be came, to the
Preparation-room. ]

Arrived there, he raps once, lightly, at the door opening into
the Lodge, and iu a whisper informs %, who opens it, that the
candidate is there, baving done what he was required in the
Chbamber of Reflection. %, returning, so informs O, in 3 low
voice. Meanwhile, the bandage is removed from the candidate’s

eyes,
© raps once, and @ and O repeat it.

®.". My Brethren, the Profane, A....... B......,
having been duly elected to receive the first degree
of Freemasonry, it is now in the order of the work

to proceed with his reception. If you are disposed
to do so, give me the sign!

All do so, by extending the right arm and band.

©.. The Profane, having passed through the
Chamber of Reflection, is in wailing, in the hands of
the Brother E......, his Preparer. Brother Senior
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Deacon, repair to the Chamber of Preparation, re-
ceive what the Brother Preparer may hand to you,
and bring the same hither.

% goes to the Preparation-room, reccives from the Preparer
the guestions, auswers; and will, inquires in a whisper as to the
conduct of the candidate, returns to the Lodge, and, standing

in bis place, gives the sign, and reports what he has been ju-
formed by the Preparer.

®-. Has he been duly tested by salt, sulpbur, and
mercury, which are of the carth?

h ... He has,

@®.'. Bring to the East his answers {o the customary
questions, and his last will and testament !

This is done, and © reads the answers aloud, and says:

©.. J* Brelhren Senior and Junior Wardens, in-
vite the DBrelhren on your columns to offer such
remarks as they think proper in regard to these re-
plies, and whether he who makes them is a fit person
to be initiated.

@.. D Brother Junior Warden, Brethren who
grace the column of the North, the Veherable Master
invites you, etc.

O.. M Brethren, who grace the column of the
Soutb, etc.

[This form of aunouncement, being always followed, will not
peed to be repcated hereafter. It will only be said, “ Zhs
Wardens repeat.”}] '

After debate, or if there is none, ¥ will conclude. If he ad-



BECEPTION. 69

vises rcception, © will read aloud the last will and testament.
If he advises against it, a ballot will be taken in the manner
already prescribed. If a majority of votes bo for reception, then
tho last will and testament will be rcad. If a majority be
against it, the candidate will be sent away. IF his replies show
great lack of intelligence, Atheism, or want of moral principle,
he should not be received. This is what § will have discussed.
When the will has been read, © will again dircct that the
Brethren be invited to offer their remarks. Tho Wardeus in-.
vite them. ¥ concludes; and whatsoever he may advise, the
ballot is tuken again. If a majority are still in favor of recep-
tion, it proceeds. The questions and answers and will are passed
to the Secretary, and placed in the Archives. Thon © says:

©.". Brother Secretary, are you satisficd that we
ghould proceed ?

If be says Yes, the ceremony proceeds. If the fce has not been
actoally paid him, he says No, and © says:

©®.". Then, my Brother, go and do your duty!

In that case A goes out, and demands and rececives the fee;
bant it should always be paid him befure 1}« enters the Chamber
of Reflection. If he declines to procced, or is sent away, it will
be returned ; but his answers and the will must alwways be re-
tained. When A returns, having the fee, ho says: )

A.. Venerable Master, I am now satisfied.

©®.’. Brother Scnior Deacon, you will now return
to this Profane. Duly prepare him! Bring him to
the door of the Temple, and give bhim in charge to
the Brother Master of Ceremouies!

% obeys, taking assistance with him, if-he desires. Ile first
requires the candidate to read over, aloud, the sentences painted
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on the wall, or printed and suspended there. Then he proceeds
duly and truly to preparo him.

'0. 12. * » « * . *

Thus prepared, he is led to the door. 2f receives him, and
% returns into the Lodge. '

-Then 2f gives one loud rap on the door. O repeats it, and
then @, and & says, with a loud voice:

@.". ) Venerable Master, some one knocks at the
door of the Temple, as a Profanc.

©®.. } Seewho it is, my Brother! See whois the
rash man that dares disturb our labors !

@.:. ) Brother Junior Warden, see who knocks,
and who is the rash man that dares disturb our
labors !

O.'. Brother Junior Deacon, sce, etc.

[If there is a Pursuivant, & will pass this and future orders
to him, and he will reply 0 &, what is sct down for the latter,
Ae then replying to O. 'This will be continually understood

herecafter in all the degrecs.]
8 or 7 will cutirely open one leaf of the door, if it have two.

O' 13. * * L * % ®

2 ... It is the Brother Master of Ceremonies, who
presents a Profane, desiring to be admitted to our Re-
spectnble Lodge, dedicated to Saint Jobn of Scotland.

. Brother Junior Wardcn, it is the Brother
Master of Ceremonies, who presents a Profane desir-
ing to be admitied o our Respectable Lodge, dedi-
cated to Saint John of Scotland.

O.. ) Brotlier Senior Warden, it is, etc.



RECEPTION. 71

@.. ) Venerable Master, it is our Drother, the
Master of Ceremonies, who rashly dares to present a
Profane desiring to be admitted to our Respectable
Lodge, dedicated, etc.

©.. [In a loud and excited tone] : My Brethren,
arm! Seize your swords! Brother Master of Cere-
monies, how dare you seck to bring a Profane into
the Temple ? Was not the ancient warning given?
‘* Remain afar, ye Profane!" What is it you mean?

What is it you scek ?
... That this Profane be admitted one of our-

selves.

©®.". By what right does he dare to hope for that ?

.. By being a Man—frce-born, and of good re-
pute.

©.'. Since he is a man, free-born, and of good re-
pute, demand of him his name, the place of his birth,
his age, his religion, bis profession, office or occupa-
tion, and the place of his present residence.

.. [To the candidate, who will be bereafter designated,
for brevity, by the cbaracter sk.".] : The Venerable Mas-
ter demands your name. What is it

e A...... B......

A stands on the outside, and asks the questions. 3§, stand-
ing within, reports the answers to O, he to ‘®, and he to O,
thus:

Y .. Brother Junior Deacon, his name is A ......
B L) ... ’ .. ® -
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& . Brother Junior Warden, his pame is A.......

O.. Brother Senior Warden, hisname is A.......

B......
@.:. Venerable Master, his name is A..,...

9 .. Where were you born ?

The questions directed are thus all separately asked and an-
swered. As the answers are given, the Sacretary notes them
in his minates. TWhen all are answered :

®.'. Let the Profane enter!

As this order is given, a mournful strain of

MUSIC
is played in the East.

0. 14. L * # L & *

M It s,

@®.'. Consider well, sir, what it is you ask. You
do not know the dogma or the objects of the Ancient
Order to which you seek to surrender yourself, It
is not merely a society for mutual relief, and to dis-
pense charities within a limited outer circle. When
any society has the strength of numbers, it neces-
sarily owes duties to the CouNTRY, a3 a Society, far
higher than those which the members owe to each
other. To fail to perform these duties is to abdicate,
and the non-performance being continued, becomes
chronic impoience. For a long time not only most
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societies, but most individuals, bave failed to perform
{heir highest duties to their country, exclusively en-
gaged, as they have been, in selfishly caring for their
own interest and welfare.

The Order into which you now ask to enter acknow-
ledges its responsibilities, its duties to the country,
its duties to humanity, the necessity for progress.
Thus it has the right of demanding the performance
of grave duties, and stern sacrifices, of its Initiates.
It has foreshadowed to thee what these duties may
be ; what the extent of these sacrifices. Thy descent
into the bowels of the earth, thy confinement in the
dungeon, are typical of, and shadow forth, both. The
sword near thy heart indicates also one sacrifice that
may become necessary, as well as the punishment of
those who refuse to follow out the inexorable recti-
linear logic of duty, and to obey the mandates of a
despotic patriotism. Death, or a grave in exile, is
an acceptable alternative for dishonor, and the true
name of Devotion is Disinterestedness. e are but
atoms of the great aggregate which constitutes that
fraction of the unit of humanity, our country. We
are the leaves on the great tree. What though the
leaves fall upon the roots! will not the tree still con-
tinue to grow ? The calamities of the present are the
terrible price of the futnre. From the pressure of
all desolation faith gushes forth. Sufferings bring
their agony, and ideas their immortality. These
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mingle, and compose death. e who dies in the
performance of duty, dies in {he radiance of the
future, and enters a grave illuminated by the dawn.

It is always for the ideal, and for the ideal alone,
that those devote themselves who do devole them-
gelves. Men sacrifice themselves for visions, which,
to the sacrificed, are almost  always illusions, but
illusions with which, upon the whole, all- human cer-
tainties are mingled.

The preparation by Abrabam to sacrifice his only
legitimate son, is a grand and sublime allegory. So
s country or a society must place its children on the
altar when the coming generation demands it.

We have spoken to you of an obligation. The
Order will demand one of you—solemn, exacting,
terrible. It has been {nken by many of the best and
grealest men that ever lived. By the lives and deeds
of these men you may know to what the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite prompls and stimulates its
initintes, Nor is that obligation all. The Roman
youth, in the days before Octavius, saw daily in the
atrium of his habitation the marble statues of his
ancestors, and was thereby daily taught and obligated
to imitate their virtues, and emulate their heroic
deeds. e is a traitor to a heroic ancestry who is
not himsell heroic. The old French said, ** Moblesss
oblige.” With us, *Afagonnerie oblige.”” 1t is our molto:
Masonry 18 OBLicaTiON. He is a traitor to Masonry
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who does not do the dutics of a Mason, inlo whatever
calamity that may lead him. e might justly be
dealt with by the sword or the cable-tow ; and of
this, the sword at your heart, and the rope around
your neck, remind you. Let the fecling of each be
never effuced from your memory. '

Sightless and helpless, you know your rights as a
man, since, by being such, you assert a claim to entler
here. Yét you are at the mercy of you know not
whom. Sad type of a people, blind, bound, and de-
fenceless, with the threefold cord of oppression around
its neck |

This Order had its birth in that Mysterious Orient,
which is yet an enigmna to the Profane ; and its roots
reach back to the remote past. It is the growth or
ruin of centuries, It is a sphinx. The Oidipos who
attempls o solve the cnigma and fails, or balf suec-
ceeds, dies the victim of inexorable IFate. You have
passed through the first test of the ancient initiatious,
that of the Eartu, Its pitiless rigor has been soft-
ened, so that it remains but a symbol of what it was.
Others are to follow, to bear which, without faltering,
will require all your courage. Arec you resolved to
submit to them? Have you the courage to brave all
the possible dangers to which that resolution may
expose you ?

"-. T have.

©.. Once again, I warn you to reflcet. If you
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become n Freemason, of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite, you will find the sters realitics of duty
behind ils symbols.  You wmust not only war against
and subdue your own passions, but you must, in car-
nest, strive and strike fo overcome other foes of
JTuneanity ; the hypocrites, who deceive it ; the faith-
less, who defraud ; the fanatics, who oppress it ; the
ambitious, who usurp upon it; and the corrupt and
unprincipled, who make profit- of the confidence of the
masscs.  One does not war against these without per-
sonal danger. IHave you the energy, the resolution,
the devolion, to engnge in that life-long warfare
against Darkness, Perfidy, and Error ?

H<:. T have.

©.. Since you are resolute, proceed! I am acquit
of all responsibility, Terrible Brother, take this
Profune beyond the precinels of the Temple, and let
him pass through that which every mortal 1nust pass
through, who is resolved, rashly, to euter into this
1oly place!

The Terrille Brother takes the candidate by the arm, leads
hitn out, through the Preparation-room, and round Ly diflerent
circuits and passages, to the principal entrance to the Lodge.
Meanwhile this door will have been opened, and the Cave placed
cluse to the duur on the inside,

0.15. * . . . . .

©.. Whom have you there, Brother Senior War-
den?
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@.. The Terrible Brother, Vencrable Master, our
Minister of Justice, with the Profane, who asks
initiation.

©.. Has he brought the Profanc hither again in
safety ?

@.. Brother Junior Warden, has the Terrible
Brother brought the Profane hither in safety ?

O.. Terrible Brother, hast thou brought the Pro-
fane hither in safety?

‘Terr.’. He is here, unhurt. The Brothers of the
Light dragged him from me as a spy, into the Cave
of Death, from which I rescued him for farther trial.

O.. He is here, Brother Senior Warden, unburt.
The Brothers of the Light dragged him from the
Terrible Brother, as a spy, into the Cave of Death,
from which the Terrible Brother rescued him for
further trial.

@®.. Venerable Master, he is here unhurt, ete.

@®... It is thus, my friend, through dangers and
dificulties that men attain initiation. So do false
philosophies and specious plausible creeds, pretend-
ing to be Brethren of the Light, drag down the soul
that listens to them into the Pit of Error. Though
Masonry, sir, is not a Religion, and proclaims abso-
lnte freedom of conscience, still it has a creed, and
Masons agree that one ought not to engage in any
important undertaking, without first invoking the
assistance of the Grand Architect of the Universe,
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Conduct the candidate near to the Junior Warden,
and let him kneel for the benefit of prayer. If he is
worthy to become a Mason, he will join us in the
prayer we are about to offer up in his behalf,
Brother Junior Warden, place him in charge of the
Senior Deacon !

Then, calling up the Drethren, be will say :

®.'. My DBrethren, join me in the orisons I am
about to offer up to the Author of all created things,

for this our friend!

If there be a nmusical instrument, and Brethren who can sing,
the Prayer may be sung or chanted, as follows:

HYBIN,

Graxp Arcmtect of all that hath a place
In the illimitable realms of space,

To whom Humanity its being owes!

Tue ONE, from whom the manifold outflows!

Benignly bear our earnest, humble prayer,
Azxnd over us extend Thy watchful care!
Help us, Thy faithful workmen, to fulfill,
Iu this our workshop, Thy mnajestic will!

Iu this great warfare which we here maintain,
Let us the victory o'er our passions gain!
Aud let the world behold us, evermore,

Bow reverenily the God-like Truth before.
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De Thon, Oh Father! guarlian and guide
To this Profane, blind, feeble, and untried |
Fraud, malice, evil, help Lim overcome,
And let him lind the Lodge a happy homol

I thero bo no inntrument or no aingers, © will ropeat, inatond
of the lymn, all knecling, the following

PRAYER.

Oun Father who art in Ileaven! we humble our-
gelves before Thee, the Sovereign Arbiter of all the

worlls. Wo recognize Thy iufinite Iower and our

Infinite feebleness. Ilelp us to contain our hearly

wiel souls within the limits of righteonsnesy, and en-
ahle uy, journeying by safe wayy, to elevate vuryelves
lownrdy Thee, tha Grad Architect and Lord of the
Uuniverse! Thou art One, and Sclf-existent; to
Thee every. creuted thing owes ils being. Thy
enargy acts in everylhing und throngh everything ;
wnd, invisible lo every crealure, 'Thou seest all
things, Thee alono we invoke, und lo Lhee aloue
wa sddress our prayery,

Deign, oh GQrand Architect, o protect the peaceful
workuen whom Thou seest here nssembled 1 Make
mors nrdent their zeal and devolion! Strengthen
Whsic sonls in the urduouy strugple againgt their pay-

Hlunn g (1l their hearts with the love of Virtne, and

ounhle them (o overcome! 8o also enable this ny-

plennt, who desires to partake of our august myste-
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rics. Lend him Thy aid, and upbold him now and

always, in all trials and perplexities, in all dangers

and difliculties, with Thy Owmnipotent arm! AMEN!
All. So yoTE 1T BC! AMEN!

When the Lymn or prayer is ended, the Brethren will rise;
© will rap o, and all will be scated, the candidate continuing to
kacel. Then © will say :

©®.'. My friend, in whom do you put your trust ?

koo In God.

®.". Since your trust is in God, arise! follow
boldly your leader, and fear no danger.

% canses him to rise, places him between the columns, and
profound sileuce cnsucs.

©® rapsonce: @ and O repeat it.  Then the following ques-
tions are put to o+, » first giving him a seat.

XIV.
THE INTERROGATION.

®.. Sir, before the august association, whose
organ I am, permits you fo be {ried by the other
malerial and corporeal tests, it seeks to fathomn the
depths of your heart; and it requires you to respond
with entire freedom and frankness.

What thoughts occurred to you when you were
buried in the bosom of the earth, and required to
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write your will? Answer frankly! Your answer
will not offend us.

»j« must answer each question without prompting. The re-
marks of @, following his answers, will be varied, if the answers
sbould require it ; or they may, if necessary, be added to.

When the first question is answered, © says:

®.. We have already in part indicated to you
for what purpose you were submitted to the first
test—that of the EarTH. The Ancients held that
there were four elements, EArTH, AIR, WATER, and
Fire. That they were mistaken in these being ele-
ments, or the Simple Principles of things, in no way
interferes with the Symbolismn which connected itself
with them, and bas come down to us; since the
Truths embodied in that symbolism are genuine and
immortal. The Kabalah of the Hebrews, and our
Brethren the Alchemists and Hermetic philosophers,
also recognized these as the four elcments; and
aspirants to Initiation have in all ages been tested by
each. -

You were immersed, alone, in the darkness and
silence of & subterrancan vault or dungeon, as a
prisoner, and surrounded by emblems of mortality
and the written utterances of wisdom: firstly, to
compel serious and solemn reflection, the proper pre-
paration of a step so momentous as initiation into the
Mysteries. It was hoped that you would remember
that the Dungeon has ever been one of the chief in-
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struments of Tyranny, whether of the Despot or the
Prelate : that in the Middle Ages, the castles of the
nobles were reared on the arches of dungeons: that
the Inquisition had its dark cells for its victims : and
that the Bastille was but one among hundreds of
-prisons, built by Kings, or Tyrants like those of
Venice, and tenauted by those who were deemed
dangerous or suspicious, who were in the way of a
‘royal or noble amour, or who had in their keeping a
perilous secret.

And we hoped that you, remembering this, would
be inspired with-a pious anger against all Despotism,
over the body or the conscience: and with a more
fervent love for such free institutions of Government
as forbid the imprisonment of a Galileo for announc-
ing a physical fact, and that of a Hampden or a
Sydney for proclaiming political truths so rudimental
that they are now taught as axioms to children.

The first act of an oppressed pcople, asserting its
right, under God's patent, to freedom, is to destroy
the Bastilles which were the pride and safety of
their imperious Masters. e hoped that you would
reflect that it could not but be the duty of a Society
of inteilizent men not only to do its uimost to release
the prisoners unjustly confined in dungeons of stone
and iron ; but also to demolish the Bastilles, stronger
than those material ones, in which Ignorance and
Error, Superstitions and Prejudices, keep manacled
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the spirits, the intellects, and the consciences of so
vast a majority of the great human family.

Remembering, too, how the dungeon had often
been more ennobled than the throne and the altar, by
the presence and immolation there of the noble vie-
tims of Tyranny; how great works of intellect had
been written there; how often their doors, turning
on the harsh hinges, had opened only to send the
wise, the great, and the good to the pyre or the scaf-
fold, we had the right to hope that you too would
resolve to maintain the sacred cause of frecdom and
tolcmtion; even at the risk of incarceration, and of a
lifetime spent in solitude and darkness. The cell of
the Martyr of Liberty is irradiated with a holy
light ; the dungeon of the Victin of Spiritual Des-
potism retains the traces of the consoling presence of
the Holy Spirit of God.

The emblems of mortality around you could not
but teach you to reficct on the instability and brevity
of human life. . But that, by ilsclf alone, is a trite
lesson, daily taught and ever disregarded. You
should also have refiected of how little value is that
which is so short and held by so uncertain a tenure,
when weighed in the seales against Duty and Houoor ;
and bow infinitely mean is an ignoble, useless, idle
life, in comparison with a glorious death, or with
benefits conferred on one’s country or onc’s fellows,
at the risk of life.
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Orpheus, the Grecian allegory said, descended
into the gloomy shades of the Infernal regions; and
Virgil makes /JSncas to do the same. The Candidate
in the Ancient Initiations did so, and saw represented
many of the Tartarean borrors. Initiation was con-
stantly termed *a new birth,’ * regeneration ;' and to
be born again, it was deemed thatl one wmust first de-
scend iuto the grave. Of that the Cave inlo which
you were dragged is symbolical. If you desire {o
become a true Mason, you must first die to vice,
errors, and vulgar prejudices, and be born again,
ascending through the Seven Spheres over which the
Seven Archangels preside, to Virtue, Honor, and
Wisdom—to manliness, in short—the synonym of
the Roman word for virtue.

In whatever you see or hear in Masonry you will
find a meaning. If it is hidden fromm you, search and
you shall find it. Every symbol and all the cere-
monial are replete with significance, and have a rea-
son for being found here. Let those who deem our
ceremonies idle and ridiculous, still think so. ** Cast
not your pearls before swine,” the MasTER said, ** lest
they trample them under their feet, and turn again and
rend you.” The Mason to whom Freemasonry is not
a grave and serious aflair, is a false Mason ; and if any-
thing in the ceremonial seems absurd or trivial, it
seems soonly to ignorance, which we are glad to enlight-
en, or lo self-conceit, which is not worth enlightening.
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Let me also caution you against imagining that we

scofl at religious creeds. You will learn the creed
of Masonry hereafter. Kpow, meanwhile, that al-
though we deem no homage more worthy of God than
Candor, Science, and Virtue ; and although we admit
into the bosom of our Order all men possessed of
those gifts, whatever their religion; though the
Christiap, the Hebrew, the Mahometan, the Hinda,
and Pagans, like Socrates, and Cicerb, and Plato,
may meet around our allars as brethren; and the
Holy Bible is of the furniture of a Christian Lodge
alone ; still we are neither hostile nor indifferent to
religion, nor seek to set Masonry in its place. ‘There
is no antagonism or rivalry between the altars of the
two. They may well and fitly stand side by side, if
Intolerance do not minister at those of Religion.
" Nor are you to imagine that we are the cnemies of
Government or of the constituted authorities, if that
be just, and these worthy of honor. We censure and
impeach only that which is wrong and hurtful ; that,
in government, which degrades man and abases the
dignity of human nature. But woe to the Mason who
permits himself to become the instrument of tyranny,
the supporter of  usurpatlion, and the apologist for in-
justice and contempt for the lJaws and constitutions
which contain the eternal guarantees of Liberty.

IL. . . . Do you elieve in one Supreme Being ?

* * * * #* »*
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This belief, creditable as it is to your heart, is not
the exclusive patrimony of the philosopler, but is
also possessed by the savage. Yet this is true in
only a limited sense. Tor though the Barbarian feels
that be is not scif-existent, and seeks in nature the
“cause and Author of existence, bis God is always in
nature, his idol is this God, and his ideas of the Deity
being wholly confused and false, e does not really
believe in God, but in a something above him, which
is not God, but an idol of the mind. Little more cor-
rect arc the ideas of a large proportion of the civil-
ized world. Only a few rcally believe and feel as-
sured that there is a Deity, withoul form or local
habitation, to Whom everywhere is Here, and every-
when is Now ; beneficent, tender, merciful, loving,
pitiful : an Infinite Wisdom as well as Infinite
Power ; Whose laws are not the mandates of His
will, but the expression of His nature ; not right le-
cause He enacts them, but which Ilis will enacts
because they are right, and could not not be His laws.
Of the existence of the Supreme Deity we bave the
same evidence as we have of that which exists and
thinks in other men and in ourselves. We know the
Soul when we know ils utlerances, its aclion, its
effccts. In the same manner we know there is a
GOD. The Universe is His manifesiation. Ir, we
are sure, does mnot reflect and think. Thought and
speech prove the existence of the soul. The universe
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is the Book of God, in which His Thoughts are regis-
tered ; and by it we know Him and His nature. He
speaks to the soul by its spheres, phenomnena, and
events, its greatnesses and its littlenesses, and within
our souls as well as without. Nature is the primi-
tive revelation. Science enlarges our knowledge of
God, because it translates for us more of His language,
and translates it more truly. Philosophy is the In-
terpreler of Nature, the RevesLer; and Masonry
consists in Morulity, Science, Philosophy, and Politi-
cal and Religious TruTm.

III. . . . TVhatdo you understand by the word

VIRTUE Y
* * * »* *» »

VIrTUE is an attribute and disposition of the mind,
from which flows effort to overcome or govern the
appetites and passions. It is, we have already said,
in its primitive meaning, Afanliness. For the word Vir,
in the Latin, means a man, not mercly one fraction
of humanity, which was expressed in the word Aomo,
o human creature, but a true, real, genunine M.AN.
The man is VIRuous, who is not without desires, appe-
tites, instincts, and passions ; but who is master of,
and controls them. I'or virtue to exist, there must
be a struggle and a warfare. The tame, spiritless,
passionless, negative being is not virtuous. Virtue,
therefore, is not to be coufounded with honesty,
benevolence,. or even charity, or, calling this by ils
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better name, Loving-kindness.  For honesty Lelones
often to the merely apathetic and untempled ; benevo-
lence to nepalivenesy, weakness, and imbecility ; nnd
kindliness to thuse who are in many olher respecls vi-
cious. Virlueisstrong, vigorous, aclive, impassioned,
more sublime in proportion to the energy of the passion
it overcomes. To deprive ourselves of that which
we value, or need, in order to make the unfortunate
bhappy ; to incur personal danger or discomfort in
order to defend the weak against the powerful, the
unpopular against the popular, the losing cause
against the winning ; to toil for others or the country
witbout the hope of fee or reward, is virtue; and to
sacrifice onc's self for the country or Humanity, is to
obtain the highest eminence of virtue; an eminence
which the poorest citizen or private soldier may
reach. Nor is there any pleasurc so great and {rue
as that which attends and follows a victory over our
own instincts, appelites, or passions. To be virlu-
ous is to be bhappy; and if it were not, happiness is
not the chief end of man’s existence. To be happy
and contented is a privilege bestowed on the animals.
To be satisfied with one’s self, even in misery, is the
privilege of a nature in which the human and divine
are intermingled.

IV. . . . That do you understand by the word
“Vice?”

- = * " * *
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Vice is the absence or opposite of Virtue; as
Darkness, its Symbol, is the absence or opposite of
Light, the Symbol of Virtue. It is that disposition
and attribute of the soul, which produces the habit
of satisfying our desires, and by means of which our
appetites and aniinal instincts and passions continually
gain strength, and at last become irresistible. As theé
habit of the virtuous man is to obey the dictales of
Conscience, of that universal Conscience which is the
Very Truth, because it is an Emanation from the Eter-
pal Wisdom, so the vicious man offends against the
dictates of that Conscience, repents, aud again offends,
until he at last comes to disregard them altogether, and
defy them, It is to impose salutary restraints on the
impetuous rush of the appetites, to rise above the vile
interests that trouble the Profane, to calm the fever-
ish ardor of the passions, to learn the lofty truths of
a sublime philosophy, and teach those truths to one
another, and to unfold the wings of the soul to the
pure and noble affections only, that we mect in our
Masonic Temples. YWe work indefatigably here, to
attain unto sound and solid ideas of glory and virtue ;
and regulating our conduct by the eternal principles
of rational morality, and those rules of Duly and
Right which an enlightened conscience prescribes,
we educate our souls to attain that just equilibrium
of force and sensibility which constitutes the Wisdom
and Perfection of Humanitly.
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Bul this iz vo easy task, to be accomplished with-
out laborious effart, iu a week or a month. Jtis to
creale a Aabit, that shall be a second nature. DBut it
is this lask to which you must devote yourself inces-
santly, until success crowns the work, if you persist
in your determination to be reccived as a Mason.

Terhaps you have come here, a captive to very
different ideas, possibly a slave {o the false and gross
notions of depraved and illy-educated jntellects. If
to toil earnestly and incessantly in order {o attain
moral perfection, seems to you an undertaking be-
yond vour strength, you are yet at liberly to return
the way you came. If, on the other hand, you feel
voursell equal to what Masonry will demand of you,
say so! In either case be frank and true, as hecomes
an honorable man! Do you still persist in your in-
tention to become u Mason ?

.. T do.

®.". Every associalion, sir, has its peculiar laws,
and every member has duties to perform: and, as it
would be neither just nor wise to impose on any one
obligations of whoge nature he was not previously in-
formed, I shall now cxplain to you what will be your
primary engagements.

Your first engagement will be absolule secrecy in
regard {o everything you may have already lheard,
understood, or discovered among us, and as to every-
thing you may see or that may come to your knowl-
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edeze hercafter. It would be enough for us (o say
that we regard this secrecy as an indispensalle con-
dition of your initiation, whether it were reasonable
or unreasonable. But it is our pleasure to add, that
it has always been required, has generally been kept
inviolably, and has enabled @he Order to reunder jm-
portant services to the cause of Human Liberty, at
times and in countries when and where Masoury, its
objects known, would have been, as indced it often
was, persecuted as heretical or revolutionary,

The second, which would of itself inake Masoury
the most sacred of all the bonds that unite humanity,
if even it did not make it the most noble, imposing,
and respectable of associations, expresses a duty that
is imbedded as one of the constituent principles of
Masonry in its very substance, and belongs to its
essence. It is, as I have informed you, the duty of
warring against those passions, to be subjugated by
which dishonors man, and at last makes him miser-
able, an object of hatred, or of contempt and pity ;
of practising the kindly, genmerous, and beuneficent
virtues ; of giving aid and comfort, physically, mor-
ally, and spiritually, to the Brethren, foresceing, and
with kind forethought providing for, their necessities,
or relieving these as they arise ; giving them good
advice and wise counsel, and dispensing among them
light and knowledge. All this, regarded as a mre
excellence in a Profane, will be, for you as a Free.
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mason, the simple performance of ordinary acts of
justice.

Every opportunity fo do a kindness, confer a
benefit, or render a service to a Brother, of which a
Mason does not avail himsell, when he can do so
without grave and scrious injury and injustice to
himsclf and those near to him by the ties of blood-
relationship, makes him guilly of an act of faithless-
ness, and dishonors him : to refuse {o assist a Brother
is perjury : and true fricndship, tender and consol-
ing, is worshipped in our Temples, less because it is
a sentiment, than beeause, being a duty, it may be-
come and he made a virtue.

The third obligation, which you will not contract
nntil after your initiation, will be {o conform at all
peints to the ancient landmarks and general statutes
of the Order, and to the particular Laws of your
Lodge ; submitting yoursell to whatsoever shall, in
its name, be legally demanded of you ; and to obey
the constitutional and legal mandates and edicls of
your lawful chiefs in Masonry,

Now, sir, you know what are the principal duties
of a Mason. Youmay say that Masons too generally
do not perform thosc duties: that their charities are
small and rarely bestowed : that their moneys, re-
ceived for initintions and by coniributions, are spent
in show and parade: that they rarely assist or advise
each other: that they defame and malign one an-
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other : that rival rites and rival bodies quarrel : that
Masons prove to be no better and no wiser than
other men : and that a Mason is oflen the last man
to whom a Mason will apply for assistance in distress,
or for encouragement and support when maligned or
persecuted. You may thercfore say to yourself, that
the obligations of the Order arc unreal, and its pre-
tensions unfounded; and that you, too, may safely
take those obligations, becanse you may, with the
same impunity as others, neglect or violate them.
However it may be clsewhere, it cannot be justly
charged that such is the condition of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite. There is no Order or Church
that has not Members who do not practise what they
profess. The autborities of the Ancicnt and Accepted
Scottish Rite bave resolved to form select bodies of
Masons by initiation according to their own forms,
and by selection of the best from among Master
Masons, already made such in the other Rite; and
within this limited circle to insist on the full perform-
ance of «ll Masonic duty ; to lop off, without mercy,
all dead and decayed branches, and no longer to per-
mit the presence of the faithless, the lukewarm, or
the apathetic in their Temples. Here Masonic obli-
gations are serious, solemn, and real. Imagine not
that they can be lightly taken, and as lightly disre-
garded, with impunity. It would be a fatal mistake.
Before proceeding further, we require your oath
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of Honor. You must give it, drinking of a Cou-
secraled Cup. If you are sincere, you may drink
with confidence ; but if falsehood and dissimulation
wmust accompany your promise, swear not at all!
Rather put away the Cup, the same as that which,
among the ancient Hebrews, drunk by the guilty,
caused the curse. Are you preparcd to swear?

oo Tam,

®.. D} Lel this aspirant arise, and conduct him to
the altar!

2 conducts him to the alitar, where he stands on the West
side of it, facing the East.
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