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APRONS, DRESS, JEWELS
AND PARAPHERNALIA

Councils should be equipped with the fol-
lowing aprons, robes and paraphernalia:

APRONS
The aprons are of such form and size as
are usually worn by Master Masons. They
are white, bordered on the sides and bot-
tom of the apron and lower edges of the
flap with a band of purple, and are pro-
vided with purple strings or tape.

DRESS
Subordinate Councils are expected to pro-
vide themselves with appropriate robes.

N

The following is suggested as a proper
form:

The Master is dressed in a royal robe of
purple, with a crown upon his head.

The Deputy Master is dressed in a royal
robe of red, with a crown upon his head.

The Principal Conductor of the Work is
dressed in a robe of orange, with 2 turban on
his head.

The appropriate dress for the remaining
officers and active members is a robe or
gown of purple and a purple turban on the
head. The Captain of the Guard, the Steward
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and the Sentinel may, however, be clothed in
ancient military costume, with a helmet on
the head and a sword in the hand.

A plain drab robe and turban for H. A. in
first section of the R. M. degree,

Twelve robes with flowing sleeves and
twelve turbans, either white or scarlet, for
Cherubim.

White robes and turbans for craftsmen in
S. M. degree.

The Chapter Robes may be used as fol-
lows: -

Master, King’s robe and crown.

Deputy Master, King’s robe and crown in
scarlet. .

P. C. W., Robe same as Scribe.

C. of G., Uniform same as Captain of
Host.

C. C., Robe same as Master of 3d Veil.

Steward, Robe same as Prin. Sojourner.

JEWELS
The Jewels ~f each of the Officers of a
Constituent Council are suspended in a Tri-
angle and are as follows, viz.: that of the
Master, the Square, Compass and Trowel; that
of the Deputy Master, the Trowel and Level;
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that of the Principal Conductor of the Work, a
Trowel and Plumb (that of Past Master, a
Trowel and the Compasses extended on an
arc of sixty degrees); that of the Treasurer,
the Trowel and Cross Keys; that of the Re-
corder, the Trowel and Cross Pens; that of
the Chaplain, the Trowel and Open Bible;
that of the Captain of the Guard, the Trowel
and Battle-Axe crossed; that of the Conduc-
tor of the Council, a Trowel; that of the Mar-
shal, the Trowel, Baton and Scroll, that of
Steward, the Trowel and Cross Swords; and
that of the Sentinel, the Trowel and Sword
crossed.

PARAPHERNALIA

A Representation of the Nine Arches.

Three triangular Tables for Stations in
the East.

One seven-branched Candelabrum.

One Royal Arch Ark, with triangular
bronze plate containing the Royal Arch Cryp-
togram, Aaron's Rod, Pot of Manna, Book of
Law and three ancient squares (Chapter
equipment may be used), a ‘'beautiful piece
of work.”’

Swords and trowels for workmen at arches.
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Chain shackles.

The S. S. in the R. M. degree should con-
tain the seven-branched candelabrum, table
of Shewbread and a partially filled rable of
Holy Vessels; one Trestle Board with several
drawings for H. A.”s use.
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OPENING COUNCIL s. M,

(Outer and Inner doors closed)

M.—* Ill. Comp. of Tyre, shall we resume
sur labors in the Secret Vault?

D. M.-Ill. King Solomon, it is my ardent
desire to see the Sectet Vault completed and
the sacred treasutes safely deposited there-
in, that I may retumn to my own couatry with
the satisfaction of having faithfully dis-
charged my duty to the craft.

M.—* Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.—~(Rises and Gv S of F.)Ill. Master.

M.—Are all present Select Masters?

C. G.—All present are Select Masters.

M.~Is our number complete?

C. G.~I find the number three times three.

M.—*#** See that the Companions are in or-
der as Select Masters.

C. G.—Companions, be in order as Select
Masters.

(Comp’s tace the E. and give sign of pl ou ey.)

C. G.-Ill. Master.

M.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.~The Companions are in order.

M.—* Comp. C. of the G., you will see
that the Secret Vault is securely guarded.

C. G.—Comp. Steward.
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Stew.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.—See that the Secret Vault is secure-
ly guarded, and inform the Sent. that the Ill.
Master is about to Open ci.eesesusrcoss Council
No.....of Select Masters. Direct him to take
due notice thereof and guard accordingly.

Stew.—(Opens door without alarm) Comp.
Sentinel.
Sent. —Comp. Steward.

Stew.—~The Ill. Master is about to open
............ Council No. ....of Select Masters.

Take duenotice thereof and guard accordingly.

(Closes door and gives ¥+* ¥¥% ¥¥¥ answer-
ed by Sentinel *** x** xxx )

Stew.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.—~Comp. Steward.

Stew.~The Sentinel is at his post, and the
Secret Vault is securely guarded.

C. G.=Ill. Master.

M.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.~The Secret Vault is secure.

M.—Comp. C. of the G., are you a Select
Master?

C. G.-I am acknowledged as such and
have wrought my regular hours.

M.~What are those regular hours?
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C. G.—From IX at night until XII, the time
when prying eyes are closed in sleep.

M.—Where were you greered as a Select
Master?

C. G.~In a legally constituted Council of
Select Masters, assembled in a place repre-
senting the Secret Vault erected by K. S. un-
der the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple.

M.—How many compose a Council of
Select Masters?

C. G.~IX or more.

M.—When composed of only IX, who are
they?

C. G.—TheIllustrious Master, Deputy Mas-
ter, Principal Conductor of the Work, Treasu-
rer, Recorder, Captain of the Guard, Conduc-
tor of the Council, Steward and Sentinel.

M.—The Steward’s Station?

C. G.—At the entrance to the Secret Vault.

M.—** (All officers except Master rise.)
Comp. Steward.

Stew.—Ill. Master.

M.—What is your duty?

Stew.—To guard the entrance to the Secret
Vault with sleepless vigilance.

M.—The Conductor of the Council’s Sta-
tion?

Stew.—In the south.
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M.—Comp. C. of the C.

C. C.-Ill. Master.

M.—What is your duty?

C. C.—To prepare, introduce and conduct
all candidates for reception and greeting,
examine visitors and see that they are pro-
perly accommodated.

M.—The C. of the G.’s Station?

C. C.~In the West.

M.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.-Ill. Master.

M: —What is your duty?

C. G.—To guard well my post, and suffer
none to pass it but the select, the faithful,
and the worthy; to aid in organizing and pre-
serving order and decorum in the Council; to
obey the commands of my chief, and be near
at hand to see them duly executed.

M.—The Recorder’s Station?

C. G.—On the left (or nght) of the Illus-
trious Council.

M.—Comp. Treasurer.

Treas.~Ill. Master.

M.—What is your duty?

Treas.—To number and weigh out the
shekels of the Sanctuary, and provide for the
helpless orphans

M.~The Principal Cond. of the Work’s
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station?

Tieas.—On the left of the 1. M.

M.—Comp. Prin. Cond. of the Work.

P. C. W.-1ll. Master,

M.—Whom do you represent?

P. C. W.—H. A.

M.—~What is your duty?

P. C. W.—To sound the silver trumpet at
early dawn and eve of day, when the Sun’s
first and last rays gild the mountain tops, an-
nounce high twelve, and proclaim the time for
refreshment and labor,

M.—The D. M.’s Station?

P. C. W.—On the right of the I. M.

M.—Comp. Deputy Master.

D. M.-Ill. Master.

M.~Whar is your duty?

D. M.—-As the representative of H. K. of
T., with the I. M. in Council, to exhibit the
fellowship of Kings; to brighten the chain of
friendship; to fumish memorials of the ancient
craft, and to aid and support my chief in all
the requirements of his office.

M. -The Il1. Master’s Station?

D.M.—In the East of the Ninth Arch.

M.—Whart is his duty?

D. M.—~As the representative of Solomon,
K. of I., in Council, to recite the secret tra-
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ditions; to illustrate the moral principles of
our order; to cherish the worthy, and hold in
due veneration the ancient landmarks.

M.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.-Ill. Master.

M.-What is the hour?

C. G.—Nine at night.

M.—(rises). *** Since it is nine at night
it 1s the time to resume our labors. The Com-
panions will repair to their several stations,
and after the regular alarm of the mystic
nine; each will resume his labor as he may
be directed. Give your orders accordingly.

C. G.-Companions, it is the order of the
I. M. that you repair to your several stations
and, after the regular alarm of the mystic
nine, each will resume his labor as he may
be directed.

(Companians farm west cf the altar in calumn af threes
facing east, nat mare than erght threes representing
the eight arches.) (aptional)

M.-Companions, attend to giving the
signs.

(1s1, ha ta he, 2nd, ta ey, 3rd, ha ch aff, 4th, ba qu, and
thro to left amang the rub.)
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BATTERY

Mn_*** FAk Ak kokk

D. AA._**ﬂ ¥k kAR

P. C. W._*** *ok ok kkk

(An Opening Ode may be sung.)

M.—Companions, let us pray. Comp.
Chap., you will lead us in our devorions.

PRAYER

O Thou Supreme Grand Master, graciously
preside over all our Councils, and direct us
in all such things as Thou wilt be pleased to
approve and bless. May our professions as
Masons be the rule of our conduct as men.
May our secret retreat ever continue to be
the resort of the just and merciful; the seat
of the moral virtues, and the home of the se-
lect. Amen.

Response~So mote it be.

M.—=Comp. C. of the C.

C. C.-1ll. Master.

M.—Attend at the Altar and display the
Great Lights,

C. C.—(Opens Bible at 31st Chapter of
Deuteronomy. )
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M.~I now declare....cceeneannn Council No.
...... of Select Masters duly open. Comp. C.
of the G.

C. G.~Ill. Master.

M.—~Inform the Sentinel.

C. G.—Comp. Steward.

Stew.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.=Inform the Sentinel.

Stew.—*** xxx *xx (answered by the Sent.
¥*% kkx 4%%) Comp. Sent.

Sent.—Comp. Steward.

Stew.~The Council is open. (Close door,
return to Station and report).

Stew.—Comp. C. of the G. .

C. G.—Comp. Steward.

Stew.—The Sentinel is informed.

C. G.-1Ill. Master,

M.—Comp. C. of the G,

C. G.—Your order has been obeyed.

M.—*.
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BUSINESS

The business of a Council will be trans-
acted in the Select Master degree in ac-
cordance with the By-Laws.

Suspending Labor and Opening Council R. M.

M-_***.
in the S.V. for the purpose of opening a Cou.
of R. M. for wotk. Comp. C. G. inform the
Sent.

C. G.—Comp. Steward, inform the Sen.

Stew,—*** x*x% xx%  (Answered by Sen.)
#*% #xx #%x_ Comp. Sen., labor has been
suspended in the S. V. for the purpose of
opening a Cou. of R. M. for work. Take due
notice thereof and guard accordingly. (closes
doot. )

Stew.~Comp. C.'G., the Sent. is informed.

C. G.~I. M., your order has been obeyed.

M.—*,

I now declare labor suspended

M.—Comp. C. of the G., are all present
Royal Masters?

C. G.-All present are Royal Masters.

M.—See that the Companions are in order
as R. M.

C. G.—***Companions, be in order as R.
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M.’s. (ha to he).

C. G.~[. M., the Companions are in order.

M.—* 1s the Sent. at his post and the
Sanctuary securely guarded?

C. G.~I will ascertain and report. Comp.
Stew., see that the Sent. is at his post and
the Sanctuary secutely guarded, and inform
him that the I. M. is about to open a Council
of R. M.’s. Direct him to take due notice
thereof and guard accordingly.

Stew.—Comp. Sent., the I. M. is abourt to
open a Council of Royal Masters, take due
notice thereof and guard accordingly. (Closes
door and gives ¥** ¥x* XX Answered by
Sent. ¥** x*x *x ) (Reports to C. G.)

Stew.—~Comp. Capt. of the G., the Sentinel
is at his post and the Sanctuary is securely
guarded.

C. G.-I1. M., the Sanctuary is secure.

M.—Are you a R. M.?

C. G.~I have visited the Sanctum Sancto-
rum and have seen the glory of Israel.

M.—Where were you received as a R.M.?

C. G.~In a legally constituted Council of
R. M.’'s, assembled in a place representing
the Sanctum Sanctorum of King Solomon’s
Temple.

M.—How many compose aCouncil of Royal
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Masters?

C. G.—Two or more.

M.—When composed of nine who are they?

C. G.—The Ill. M., (& as in Select Master).

M.—*** Comp. C. of the G., it 1s my order
that a Council of R. M.”s be now opened for
work.

C. G.—Companions, it is the order of the
I. M. that a Council of R. M."s be now opened
for work. Take due notice thereof and govemn
yourselves accordingly.

M.—Companions, attend to giving the
sign. (ha to he)

(Sign given-battery, *** ¥*¥¥ ¥¥ by first
three officetrs.)

M. —Comp. C. of C., attend at the Altar.

C. of C.—(opens Bible to 22d Chapter of
Revelation. )

M.~I now declare this Council of R. M.’s
duly open. Comp. C. of the G., inform the
Sent.

C. G.~Comp. Stew., inform the Sent.

Stew.—*** *** ** (response by Sent.
k%% ¥¥* ¥¥) Comp, Sent., a Council of R. M.’s
is now open,

Stew.—Comp. C. of the G., the Sent. is in-
formed.

C. G.=I. M., your order has been obeyed.
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M.—*.

(The follawing may be used.)
SHORT FORM

M.—*** Comps., waiving all signs and
ceremony, [ now declare labor suspended in
the S. V. and a Council of R. M. open for
work. Comp. C. G. inform the Sent.

C. G.~Comp. C. C. attend at the altar.
Rev. 22, (done)

C. G.—Comp. Stew. inform the Sent.

Stew.—(at door) ¥** *%% *%x Response by
Sent, *** *** #*¥ Comp, Sent. Labor has
been suspended in the S. V. and a Council of
R. M. opened for work. (close door **#* ***
** response by Sent, *** x¥% i)

Stew.—Comp. C. G. the Sent, is informed.

C. G.=I[. M. your order has been obeyed.

M.-*.

Work R. M. Degree

(In this degree the M., D. M. and P. C. W.represent
K.S., H. K. T.and H. A))

K. S.—Comp. C. G., see that the candi-
date(s) is (are) prepared and presented.

C. G.—Comp. C. of C. (response) Prepare
and present the Candidate(s).

(The C. C. retires ta the preparatian raom and pre-
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pares the Candidate by divesting him of his outward
apparel, his shirt sleeves turned up, wearing apron as
a F. C., ond places a golden bowl in his hand, They
enter without alarm, pass down to the North-East cor-
ner of the room, where the P. C. W. as H. A, stands at
a table. There should be on the table several articles
as described in Tst Kings, v11.48-50)

C. C.~G. M. H. A., ] have a piece of work
for your inspection.

(G. M. H. A. takes the bowl, examines 1t carefully
and says )

H. A.~This is a beautiful piece of work.
The Companion who wrought it is worthy of
the confidence of the craft and in due time
shall receive his reward.

K. S.—G. M. H. A., what is the hour?

H. A.-High 12, I. K. S.

K. S.—It being high 12, call the craft from
Labor to Refreshment.

H. A.~Comps., it is the order of II1.K.S.
that the craft be now called from Labor to
Refreshment. Take due notice thereof and
govern yourselves accordingly.

(K. S. and H. K. T. retire from East. H. A, goes to
the Altar C C. addresses candidate )

C. C.-It is now high 12, at which hour it
is the custom of G. M. H. A. to enter the S.S,
and offer up his devotions to Deity.

(Conducts candidates to the West where they stand
in line facing the East.)
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(H. A. Prays the following prayer:)

Almighty and everlasting God, in thine all
pervading strength, arbiter of the fate of na-
tions, yet from whose sight the smallest in-
sect seeks to hide, tn vain, I kneel to Thee,
in supplication.

Impart to me, at this hour, the strength
and power [ need for the completion of Thy
work, and deign, O Almighty Father, to ac-
cept the humble homage of my soul.

Let Thy inspiration fill my soul with
beauty, that the work of my hands may glorify
Thee on earth forever, that Thine earthly
temple shall fill all hearts with a longing to
behold Thy Heavenly Temple, that house nort
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Father, in mercy, hear my prayer.

(As the prayer is concluded, the C. C.
and Candidate proceed toward the South, the
C. C. saymg:)

C. C.—Grand Master H. A. having con-
cluded his devotions, let us await his return
by way of the South Gate.

(H. A. goes to Trestle Board 1 S. E. corner for In-
spection As H. A, leaves Trestle Board, C. of C. with
Candidate meet and stap H. A. at South Gate )

C. C.—G. M. H. A., when shall [ receive
the M. W.?
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H. A.-My worthy friend Adoniram, I do
not know that you will ever receive it, for it
is agreed by S., K. of I., H., K. of Tyre, and
myself, that the M. W. can only be given when
the Temple is completed, and then only in
the presence of all three.

(H. A. tums to pass toward the West, when he s o-
gain interrupted.)

C. C.=G. M. H. A., suppose one of you
three, even you yourself, should be removed
by death prior to that event, how shall 1 then
receive it?

(H. A. stops, stonds meditating a few moments, then,
taking the Candidate by the right arm, moves slowly a-
round the Altar, going with the sun, saying:)

H. A.—Comp. Adoniram, death is a theme
not lightly to be broached by those who are
subject to its power. The young may die, the
old must die, and the wisest knoweth not how
soon. There is none that escapes the inex-
orable doom. The youngest E. A. upon the
checkered pavement below dwells ever in the
shadow of death, while the invisible hand ex-
rends equally above King Solomon on his
ivory throne. We walk upon the ashes of the
generations who have gone this way before
us, to which our ashes must in turn contri-
bute. It is not for me, Comp. Adoniram, to
hope for an exemption from the common doom
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of man. [ may not live to see the Temple
completed; the M. W. may be lost, but if I die
(in front of E. *** crossing right arm over
left, and pointing down) it will be buried
there.

(Circumambulates 2nd time.)

H. A.—Comp. Adoniram, death terminates
the labor of man. Thenceforth the genera-
tions may build and occupy, but he will not
be there. The teeming brain, the skillful
hand, and the sinewy arm are alike useless
and -superfluous in the grave. As our Mosr
Excellent King Solomon has said, **The dead
know not anything; their love, their hatred
and their envy is now perished; neither have
they any more a portion forever in anything
that is done under the sun.’’ What an incen-
tive is this to a faithful use of our time and
our faculties, that we should build industri-
ously while our strength endures, and labor
to complete our work ere the week closes
and the Sabbath of Etemity sets in.

My work, Comp. Adoniram, is not com-
plete, though I have labored long and faith-
fully to execute it. I may not live to see the
Temple completed, but if I die (*** pointing
down as before) it will be buried there.

(Circumambulates 3rd time.)
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H. A.—Comp. Adoniram, it is through the
gate of death that we find an entrance to the
place of wages, refreshment and rest.

The Supreme Master of the Universe, be-
fore whom we bow in adoration, and whose
All-Seeing Eye has marked our labors in the
Lodge below, promises to spread before us,
in the Celestial Lodge above, all the joys
and glories of His Etemal Sabbath. After
the strong hand of death has leveled all in
the humiliation of the grave, the Almighty
Hand of the Supreme Master shall prevail,
and exalt every worthy brother to the glori-
ous companionship of that undissolving
Lodge. There the designs upon the Trestle
Board will be seen completed. There the
adoration of the 12th hour will be everlasting
joy. There the noontide bliss will eternally
shine. There the scales of doubt and dark-
ness shall fall from my eyes, and the wise
purposes of the Divine Architect will be dis-
played in all their splendor.

With this light of faith beaming upon me,
Oh death, where is thy sting? Oh grave,
where is thy victory? My hope, Comp. Adon-
iram, rests in the higher LLodge to which [ am
advancing. I may not live to see the Temple
completed, but if I die (¥** pointing down as
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belore) the M. W. will be buried there.

(After the 3rd Perambulation, H. A. leaves the Can-
didate with the C. C. in the South, then proceeds to a
position in the center of the room, midway between the
West and the Altar, facing East, Saying:)

H. A.-Oh, glorious Temple, labor of my
great love, erected to the only true God, thou
wilt be completed and my name shall be
there, and my spirit shall brood over Thee.

(H. A. then goes to the Altar, kneels, and gives the
last prayer before retuming ta his station.)

H. A.—Oh, Thou Most Holy One, unworthy
as ["am, my soul goes out to Thee in perfect
love and trust; there is no death, only life
eternal and everlasting joy in Thy presence.
My soul shall praise Thee forever and for-
ever. Amen,

(H. A. proceeds to station in N. E.)

K. S.—(from floor) G. M. H. A., what is
the hour?

H. A.—One hour past high 12, Ill. K. S.

K. S.—It being one hour past high 12, call
the craft from Refreshment to Labor.

H. A.—Companions, it is the order of IIL
K. S. that the craft be now called from Re-
freshment to Labor. Take due notice thereof
and govern yourselves accordingly.

C. C. (to Cand.)—The craft being called
from Refreshment to Labor, we will repair to
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our labors,

(Pass out to preparation room.)

SECOND SECTION

(K. S. and H. K. T. seated in the East. Gavel of
of H. A. on his table, his chair 1s draped 1n mourming.
A periad of time 15 supposed to have elapsed since the
first section, during which the death of G. M. H. A. has
occurred.  C. of C. with candidates 1n anteroom ad-
vances to door and gives *** *k* *x )

Steward—Comp. C. of G., there is an
alarm.

C. G.—Attend to the alarm.

Steward—(Goes fo the door and gives ***
*kx ¥ opens door and says:) Who comes
here?

C. C.—Comp. Adoniram, who seeks an
audience with K. S,

Steward—Wait until your request has been
made known and an answer returned.

{Closes the door and reports.)

Steward—Comp. C. of G., the alarm was
caused by Adoniram, who seeks an audience
with K. S,

C. G.~L".K.".S.". (response) Comp. Adon-
iram seeks an audience with Your Majesty.

K. S.—Let him enter and be received under
the wings of the Cherubim.

C. G.~(to Steward) Admit him.
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K. S.—Comps. assemble West of Altar
preparatory to forming Cherubim. (Cherubim
is completed by arms forming a square, palms
inward, touching back of hands, and touching
walls, beginning at South Wall, at time in-
dicated by the reading of K. S.)

Steward—It is the order of I, K. S. that you
enter the Sanctuary and be received under the
wings of the Cherubim.

(C. of C. enters with candidates and advances to
Cherubim.)

K. S. (reads)—And Solomon made all the
vessels that pertained unto the House of the
Lord; the altar of gold and the table of gold,
whereupon the shew-bread was; and the
candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right
and five on the lefr before the oracle; with
the flowers and the lamps and the tongs of
gold; and the bowls and the snuffers, and the
basins and the spoons and the censers of
pure gold; and the hinges of gold both for the
doors of the inner house, the Most Holy
Place, and for the doors of the house, to wit,
of the Temple.

So Hiram made an end of doing all the
wotk that he had made King Solomon for the
House of the Lord. And he set the Cherubim
within the inner house; and they stretched
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forth the wings of the Cherubim, so that the
wing of the one touched the one wall and the
wing of the other cherub touched the other
wall, and their wings touched one another in
the midsr of the house.

And behold I come quickly and my reward
is with me, to give every man according as
his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end, the first and the
last.

Blessed are they that do His command-
ments, that they may have a right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates to
the city.

(As soon as this is finished the C. of C. and Can-
didate pass under the wings af the Cherubim and ad-
vance toward the East. Companions forming Cherubim
disperse and retire quietly to their seats.)

K. S.-My worthy Companion Adoniram,
why do you thus break in upon our medita-
tions, and for what purpose do you seek an
audience with us?

C. C.-Ill. King Solomon, the Temple is
now completed; in all things I have endeavor-
ed faithfully to serve you, and I have now
come to claim my promised reward.

K. S.—Companion Adoniram, it grieves me
to inform you that I cannot now comply with
my promise, nor suitably reward your long and
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faithful service by communicating to you the
M. W. The word can only be given in the
presence of three.
made a great calamity has befallen the Craft.
Grand Master H. A., as you are aware, has
fallen, a martyr to his trust, the victim of a
Neither the M. W. nor a
key to it was found on or about the body, and
by his death I fear the M. W. is forever lost.
You must remain content with a substitute.
C. C.-Ill. King Solomon, your words re-
call: to my mind a conversation I had with G.
M. H. A. just prior to his death. On a certain

Since my promise was

foul assassination.

day near high twelve [ carried up a piece of
work for his inspection. When the Craft was
called from labor to refreshment I did not re-
tire with the rest but lingered behind that [
might speak to our Grand Master after he
should have concluded his devotions and
drawn his designs upon the trestle board.
When G. M. H. A. was passing out by way of
the South Gate I accosted him and asked
when [ might expect to receive the M. W. He
replied that it was uncertain thar [ would
ever receive it, as the M. W. could only be
communicated when the Temple should be
completed and then only in the presence of

your Majesty, your illustrious Companion of
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Tyre and himself. Whereupon I said, *‘Sup-
pose that one of you three, even you your-
self, should be removed by death prior to that
event, how shall I then receive it?** He did
not immediately reply, but remained for a few
moments in deep meditation, and then taking
me by the arm, we walked slowly around the
Temple courts three times. As we walked
he discoursed in the most solemn manner on
the subject of death, but assured me that
even though he should be taken hence the
M. W. would not be lost, and each time as we
came opposite the East Gate he struck the
ground and, pointing downward, said, “‘If I
die, it will be buried there.”’

The Craft was soon after called to labor,
and I returned to my work; nor did I ever a-
gain have an opportunity to converse with
him upon this subject.

K. S.=Your story is fraught with deep
meaning, Comp. Adoniram, and the informa-
tion you have fumished is of the highest im-
port.

My worthy Comp. of Tyre, how may we
suitably reward Adoniram for the discreet si-
lence he has observed regarding the disclo-
sures just made as well as for his long and
faithful service?
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H. K. T.=Ill. K. Solomon, the faithful ser:
vice of Adoniram, as well as the commend-
able discretion he has exhibited, should not
go unrewarded, and as we capnot communi-
cate to him the M. W., I propose that he be
elevated to the rank of Inspector of Works, in
place of him whose death we now mourn; and,
as such position will place him in close com-
panionship with ourselves, I further propose
that he be honored with the title of R. M.

K. S.—My Ill. Comp. of Tyre, your sugges-
tion’ is both wise and timely, and to it [
cheerfully accede.

(C. of C. and candidates advance to the East and
stand facing K. S. who descends and places the mantle
of H. A. upon the shoulders of the Candidate, changing
apron to M. M.)

K. S.~Comp. Adoniram, upon your shoul-
ders I place the mantle formerly wom by G.
M. H. A., but before you can assume your new
rank, or exercise the prerogatives of a R. M.,
it will be necessary for you to enter into a
new obligation, which contains nothing that
will conflict with any duty you owe to God,
your country, your neighbor or yourself, With
this assurance, are you willing to take the
obligation. (Candidate answers. )

Comp. C. of C., conduct him to the C. of
G. in the West, who will teach him how to ad-
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vance to the Altar for the eighth time in Ma-
sonry in due and ancient form.

(C. of C. returns with Candidate to the West.)

C. C.—Comp. C. of G., it is the order of
II1.X. S. that you teach this Cand. how to ad~
vance to the Altar for the eighth time in
Masonry in due and ancient form.

C. G.—Cause the Cand. to face the East.
(Done. )

(C. Gd. takes position near N, W, comer of Altar,
facing Cdte.)

C. G.~Adv o yr 1 f, bring yr hls tghr, yr ft
frmg tw si f an equ tri. (Done. C. of G. thn
tk Can. by Ift ar.) 1 wl nw condct u t the Al,
whr u r abt to be md aR.M. in du nd anct frm,
wh i b knlg on bo kn (Done), bo hds rstg up t
H. B., S. and C. (Done.)

I. XK. S., the Can, i in du frm.

K. S.—*** Companions form in a circle a-
round the Altar. (Done.) (lights lowered.)
Sal, pron yr na nd rpt ftr me.

| P , of my own fr wi and ac, in
th pr of the S. A. of the Un., and th C. of R.
M., do he and he mo so and si pr and sw th I
wi fo ke and co the se of th de and wi no re
the ex to hi or th to wh the of right be.

I fu pr th I wi no be pr or as at the con of
th de up an pe un he sh ha reg re al the pr de
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fr E. A. to R. A. M., inclusive, and the on in
ale con Cou. of R. M.

All this I mt so and si pr and sw, wi eq,
me re or sec ev in me wh, bi my un no le pe
th th of be bu al, sh I ev, kn or wlfly vi th my
so obof Re M., shm G, akm s in du pe of
the sa. Rise, (Ights raised) Comps., be
seated.

K. S.=Th stp f R. M. is made by adv one
stp wth t r f, br the hls tog, ft frmg two sds f
an equi tri.

This is the sign of R, M. With th fin in-
terlaced, plc the hds, palms down, on top of
he.

It alludes to the penalty of your obliga-
tion, that of be bu al, and is the sign with
which you salute the I. M. on entering or re-
tiring from a Council of R. M.

The sign of recognition of this degree is
given as follows:

(Taking something with either Masonic or Scriptural
inscriptian 1n the hand and handing to the C. C., K. S.
says:)

Do you know anything about this?

C. C.~I do. [kn the be. Whdoyk ab it?
(Handing article back.)

K. S.~I kn the end. Wh is the beg?

C. C.—A. Wh is the end?

K. S.-O.
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C. C.—The fi.

K. S.~The la.
C. C.~The beg.
K. S.—Th end.

(K. S. and H., K. T. start to form a fvg ar, but one of
the indispensable three being abs, the pl hds on ea oth
shidrs and K. S., pointing to feet, says:)

K. S.—Wh do y s th?
H. K. T.~A B Tr.
K. S.—-A.

H. X. T.-P H.

(in imparting Grip, 1t 1s recommended that K, S., in
pomnting down, use the hand nearest Candidate.)

K. S.—This is the Gr. of R. M. With th rgt
ft forming two sides of an equilateral tri, ple
both hands on each others shoulders. The P.
W. of this deg. is “*A P.H.” The principal
words are A and O,

Masonic tradition informs us that S. K. L
and H. K. T., meeting in the S. S, shortly af-
ter the death of H. A., involuntarily placed
themselves in a position to give the M. W.,
when suddenly realizing that one of their
number was missing, they placed their hands
upon each other’s shoulders and K. S., point-
ing downward, asked *Wh do y s th?’’ H. K.
T. replied, *'A bkn Tr.”” Then both throwing
up their hands, K. S. exclaimed ‘*A”. H. K.
T. replied *P. H.”” (As the explanation is
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given, the gr is again shown.)

HISTORICAL LECTURE

(K. S. directs Candidate to rise and approach the
East. Resumes his station and gives the following his-
tory:)

K. S.—After the S. S. was completed and a
portion of the furniture deposited therein,
Adoniram on a certain day near high rwelve,
went there to deposit one of the holy vessels.
At high twelve, when the craft were called
from labor to refreshment, Adonitam did not
retire with the rest but lingered behind with
H. A., whose custom it was at that hour to re-
tire to the S. S. for his noon-day devotions,
after which he drew designs for new work up-
on the trestle board. Adoniram, knowing what
his habits were, awaited him at the South
Gate and asked when he might hope to re-
ceive the M. W. The conversation which en-
sued between the two craftsmen, and the
soliloquy on death by our Grand Master be-
came the foundation upon which was erected
this degree of Royal Master.

This conversation having been related to
King Solomon by Adoniram, the M. W. was de-
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posited in the S, V., as will be more fully ex-
plained to you in the succeeding degree, to
which this is preparatory.

After the untimely death of G. M. H. A.,
the two surviving Grand Masters instituted
this degree of R. M. in token of their respect
for his memory, and as a partial substitute
for the M, M, degree. Being unable to form
the Triangle in giving the M. W., as one of
their number was dead, they substituted the
Broken Triangle, being the nearest they could
come to the original.

They first conferred the degree upon the
noble Adoniram, and then upon other particu-
lar friends of H. A. As his friend, we now
confer it upon you, and we give 1t as illustra-
tive of the M. M. and R. A. degrees.

The furniture of the S. S., in the completed
and dedicated Temple, consisted of many holy
vessels made of pure gold, but the most im-
portant article there was the Ark of the Cove-
nant, called the Glory of Israel, which was
seated in the midst of the holy place under
the wings of the Cherubim. It was a small
chest, or coffer, three feet nine inches long,
two feet three inches wide and deep. It was
made of wood, excepting only the mercy seat,
but overlaid with gold, both inside and out.
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It had a ledge of gold surrounding it at the
top, into which the cover, called the mercy
seat, was let in. The mercy seat was of solid
gold, the thickness of a hand’s breadth. At
the two ends of it were two cherubs, looking
inward toward each other, with their wings
extended; which, embracing the whole circum-
ference of the mercy seat, met on each side,
in the middle; all of which, the Rabbis say,
was made out of the same mass without any
soldering of parts.

Here the Shekinah, or Divine Presence,
tested, and was visible in the appearance of
a cloud over it. From hence the Bathkol is-
sued, and gave answers when God was con-
sulted. And hence it is that God is said in
theScriptures to dwell between the Cherubim;
that is, between the Cherubim on the mercy
seat, because there was the Seat or Throne
of the visible appearance of His Glory among
them.

This concludes the degree of R. M. You
will now 1etire with your Conductor, while
necessary preparation is made for the suc-
ceeding degree.

(C. of C. and Candidate repair to Altar, salute K, S.
with Sign and retire to antercom.

K. S.—***] declare this Council of R.M.’s
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closed and labor resumed in the Secret Vault.

Companion C. of G., inform the Sentinel.

C. G.—Comp. C. of C., attend at the A,
(Done. )

C. G.~Comp. Stew., inform the Sent.

Stew.—*** **% &% (Same by Sentinel **¥
*#* *%)  This Council of R. M.’s is duly
closed and labor resumed in the Secret Vault.
(Returns to station) Companion C. of G., the
Sentinel {s informed.

C. G.-Ill. Master.

M.—Comp. C. of the G.

C. G.~Your order has been obeyed.

M‘__*

WORK S. M. DEGREE

(In this degree the M., D. M. and P. C. W. represent
K.S., H., K. of T., and H. A))

The following mstructions re lights, and arrangement
af Officers 1s optional.

The preparation raom represents King Solomon’s
most retired roam and the Council Chamber the S. V.,
with 1ts nine arches, eight of which are in process of
constructian and the ninth campleted. The west part of
the room represents the first arch and the east part the
ninth arch.

Altar 1s in west. (A gavel an Altar),

Dim light as Candidate enters. Bright light after the
capture.
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H. T. K. S. H. A.
ARK (When brought in)
Ahishar
Inner Door. ALTAR Outer Door
C. G.
Candidates

(in preparation room)

Council Chomber arranged as shown in diagram.
Lights moderately dim, but brighter in East so that
ninth arch will be well (lluminated.

H. K. T. and H. A. seated at their stations. C. of
G. in West. The Steward, as Ahishar, just inside inner
door and the C. of C. in preparation room with the can-
didates clothed as M. M. representing Zbd.

K. S., entering preparation room, from outer room, s
abaut to pass into S, V. when he 15 stopped by Zbd.

C. C. (speaking for Cand.)-—[llzlstrious K.
S., behold thou hast long been pleased to call
me thy friend, and yet I leam that there is
secret work going on with which I have not
been made acquainted. How have [ lost your
majesty’s favor?

K. S.—Thou hast not lost my favor, friend
Zbd, but I cannot now explain the nature of
this work. Be content, for the time will come
when a door will be opened for thy reception.

(K. S. opens doar and passes into S, V., taking his
seat 1n the East. All the candidates except one or two
are now brought in and seated near East, so they may
hear and see what is done in ninth arch.)

K. S.—Comp. H. A., what is the hour?
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H. A.~Nine at night, IIL. K. S.

K. S.—My Ill. Comp. of Tyre, shall labor
be resumed in the S. V.?

H. X. T.~Ill. King, behold, we three have
erected this Ninth Arch of the Secret Vault,
and it is my ardent desire to see the remain-
der of the vault completed and the sacred
treasures deposited herein, so that [ may re-
turn to my own country with the knowledge
that though in the years to come our beautiful
Temple may not escape the ravages of time
and barbarous force, and death may have re-
moved us beyond the veils of these earthly
tabernacles, yet here may be preserved to fu-
ture generations of our brethren the most
valuable secrets of our Craft.

K. S.—My Illustrious Companion, thy de-
sires are mine own. Companion Captain of
the Guard.

C. G.-IlL. K. S.

K. S.—Summon the workmen and let labor
be resumed on the S. V.

C. G.—Comp. Steward, summon the wotk-
men.

(Lights lowered)

Stew.—(at outer door) Workmen, resume
your labor on the S. V. (workmen enter and
take places at the unfinished arches, tapping
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lightly with trowels as though working.) Can-
didate, having been instructed by C. C., now
enters alone through partly open door of pre-
paration room just inside of which Ahishar is
asleep. )

(C. G. at entrance to first arch.)

C. G.~Who comes here?

Cand.—A worthy brother desiring speech
with K. S.

C. G.—Give the S, and T. of yo en.

Cand.~I cannot.

C: G.~An intdi! An intdr!

(Comps. gather araund Cand. with drawn swords. The
three G. M.’s enter hurriedly from the Ninth A.)

K. S.—Comp. C. G., what is the cause of
this alarm?
C. G.—An intdt h ento S. V.

K. S.~Put hi to inst d.

(The C. of G. raises his sword as if about to carry
out the order of K. S., when, suddenly recognizing the
the intruder, he stays his hand and exclaims:)

C. G.-Ill K. S., are you aware upon whom
you are about to execute this sentence? This
is none other than your particular friend Zbd.

K. S.=Zbd! Comp. C. G., bi him f and ha
him forthcoming wh ¢ f, or yo li sh ans f h
esc.

(C. G. places chains upon Can. and retires with him
to a place nat near the rest of candidates.)
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K. S.~(To H. K. T. and H, A.) Ill. Com-
panions, let us retum to the Ninth Arch for
consultarion. (They return to the 9th A.)

K. S.—My Ill. Comps., it grieves methat
Zbd should have attempted to enter the Se-
cret Vault without our permission. As you
are aware, he has long been my particular
friend and favorite. If it were possible, I
should be glad to pardon him. My worthy
Comp. of Tyre, what is your opinion?

H. XK. of T.-Ill. King Solomon, our obliga-
tions are such that but 27 can be admitted.
Our number is complete. How then can he be
pardoned?

K. S.—My worthy Comp. H. A., what do
you say?

H. A.-Ill. King Solomon, it would seem
that curiosity and disobedience prompted him
to entet. He should therefore suffer the
penalty.

K. S.-It seems indeed impossible to save
him. Let us retum to the first arch and an-
nounce our decision.

(They return to the first arch.)

K. S.—Bring forth the prisoner.

(All candidates are naw braught to the first arch )

K S.—My unfortunate friend Zbd, your cur-
iosity and disobedience have cost you your
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life. 1 have consulted with my colleagues
and find them inexorable. The nature of our
obligation is such that 1 cannot pardon you.
You must therefore prepare for death.

(C. C. and Cand. fall upon their knees.)

C. C.-IlL K. S.,I pray Your Majesty to re-
member my great and sincere artachment to
your sacred person, your setvice and your se
crets. Of late, finding a secret work going
on with which I was not made acquainted, I
feared I had lost Your Majesty’s favor, and
grieved in silence, until, unable to bear it
longer,I humbly made known my fears to Your
Majesty, when you directed me to semain con-
tent, for a door would soon be opened for my
reception.

This assurance satisfied me. This eve-
ning, having important business to communi-
cate to Your Majesty, I sought you, as usual,
in your private apartment.

On finding the door open, [ took it for
granted that it had been left open for my re-
ception and entered. I beg Your Majesty to
believe that it was not curiosity or disobedi-
ence that led me hither, but fervency and zeal
in Your Majesty's service.

H. K. T.-Ill. XK. S., if this be true, Zbd is
not guilty of the charge alleged against him.
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His offense was owing to an unguarded ex-
pression of your own. He ought to be par-
doned and admitted one of your S. M.”s.

K. S.—My worthy Comp. of Tyre, how can
that be? Is not our number already complete?

H. A.-'Tis true, Ill. K. S., our number is
already complete, but Ahishar, the Stew., is
no longer worthy of our confidence. He is
sleeping at his post. Let him be dismissed
and executed, and Zbd appointed to the work.

K. S.—-My worthy Comp., I thank you for
this advice. It shall be done. Comp. C. of
the G., let Ahishar be put to death instantly.

C. G.—Ahsr, Ahsr! Awake! Arouse! Thou
art condemned to death.

Ahi.~Mercy'! Mercy! Is there no mercy?

C. G.—None for you. It hath been extend-
ed to another.

(Taken out. C. of G. returns and reports.)

C. G.-IIl. K. S., your order has been duly
executed.

K. S.—'Tis well.

K. S.~Zbd, are you willing to take upon
yourself a solemn obligation to keep the se-
crets of the Royal Vault?

Z.-1 am,

K. S.—Then rise. Comp. C. C., free him
from his shackles and conduct him to the
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altar,

(Cand.(s) 1s placed at the altar, kneeling on both
knees, both hands resting on the H. B., S. and C.)

C. C.-1ll. K. S., the Cand. is in due form.

M-__***

K. S.~Say I, pron yr na nd rpt af m.

I , of my own fr wl and ac,
in the pr of the Su Ar of the Un and th IIl.
Cou. of S. M., do he and he mo so and si pr
and sw that I wi fo keep and con the se of th
de, and wi no reveal the ex to him or th to wh
th of right belong.

I'furthermore prom tha I wi st to and ab by
the B L., Ru and Reg of any Cou. of S. M. of
wh I may beco a mem; also, the Con., La, and
Edicts of the Gr. Cou. un wh the sa is holden,
so far as th ma co to my ka.

I fuprthat I wi an and ob all du siand su,
given or coming to me in a constitutional
manner, from a Cou. of S. M. or fr a worthy
Comp. of the de, if in my power so to do.

I fuprthl whe, ai and as all p and dis
wo Comps. S. M., the wi and orp, ac to the ne
and my ability.

I fu prthI wno be prnor as at the con of
th de upon an per unless he sh ha reg rec all
the pr deg fr E. A. to R. M., inclusive, and
then only in a leg con Cou. of S. M.
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I fu prth I wnot wr, ch nor de a Cou. of
S. M., nor a Comp of th de.

I fuprthI wno penetrate the ni A witht
per of the I. M.

All this I mo so a si pr and sw, wtht eq,
me res or sec ev in me wh, bi my un no le pe
th th of hamy ey pl ou, my ha ch of, my bo
qu and th am the rub, sh I ev kn of wifly vio
th my sol ob of S. M., so he me G and ke m st
in du per of the sa.

K. S.~This is the First Sign of a S. M.

(The points of the thu and first two fin of each ha
placed at the eyes, thrust the hands forward as though
plucking out the eyes.)

K. S.—And this is the Second Sign.

(Strike the Ift wri with the edge of the right ha and

the right wri with the edge of the Ift ha, as though chpg
off the hands.)

K. S.—They allude to a prtn of the pen of
the O. thatofhayo ey plo ayo ha choff.
Wi these sgns you are to sal the I. M., on ent
or ret fro a Cou. of S. M.

This is the G. H. S., or si of dis.

(Draw the edge of the rgt hd fr the Ift shoulder to the
rgt hup an th Ift ha from the rgt shaulder ta th Ift hip,
then throw the hds to the left, as (f to throw 1t amang
the rub.)

It alludes to the adtl prtn of the pen., that
of hay bo qu a thr am th rub.
The signs by which you will be enabled to
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the fi ei A. and in which you were deficient
when challenged by the C. G., are as follows:

On be as, *'Wh co h?”* yo reply, “*Gm."”
The Gu then says, **Adv a g th si a to of yo
ent.”’ You answer with the s of Si, thus—.
He res wi the s of Sec, thus—. The both gi
th signs of Sil and Dar, thus—.

(Sn af Sil: With the thu and last two fingers of the
ri hand clased in the palm thereof, place the fir two b
diagonally across the mo.

(S1 af Sec: Right ha on the left br.

(Signs of Si and Dark Sign af Silence, as above,
left ha over the eyes.)

K. S.~With these signs yo w b en to pa
the fi el A.

- (K. S. then takes Can. with his le ha by the le br

and says:)

K. S.—~Rise, Z., henceforth be du a bl to
all you have seen and heard. This is the Gr.
of a S. M. Its n is *‘Ish Sodi,’”” which sig,
**Man of my choice,” or **Select Man.” 2Z,
be obligated a instructed, y are qualified to
adv to the ni A.

(K. S. returns ta 9th A,)
(C. C. and Cand. appraach Ist Arch.)

C. G.~Wh c h?

C. C.~(or Cand. )~Gm.

C. G.~Adv a g th Si an to of yo ent.
C. C. (or Cand.) — (Gives S1. of Sil.)
C. G.~(G1ves Si of Sec.)
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C. C. (or Cand.) and C. G.—(Both give
Sigs of Sil. and Dark.)

C. G.—You have m per to pass the eit As.

(C. C. and Cand. pa ta Ninth A G *** *** *x¥)

H. A.—Wh c he?

C. C.—Z, the K fr, desires to be ad.

H. A.~L K. S., yr fr Z des to be adm.

K. S.—Adm. him.

H. A.-Entr.

(C. C. and Can. enter Ni Ar.)

SECOND SECTION

K. S.—Zabud, my Illustrious Companions
being deeply impressed with the zeal you
have displayed in our service, have, in uni-
son with myself, determined to reward your
devotion by admitting you to the secrets of
the Ninth Arch.

God has revealed to us in His Word that
this city and the temple which we are now
erecting will, at some future period, be de-
stroyed, the nation carried away into captivi-
ty, where the worship of the true God will
cease for a time among them, and the forms
and ceremonies which He has enjoined upon
us to pursue will also be forgotten. To avert
so dire a calamity from the Craftand the Jew-
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ish people, He has enjoined upon us in His
Word to deposit the sacred treasures which
thepeople most revere in a secret and secure
place, for He has piomised us that in three
score and ten years he will restore this
people to the land which they now inhabit,
and He will put it into the heart of a Prince
of the House of Judah to rebuild the Temple
to His Holy Name, and He will give him a
sign as a reward and encouragement for his
zeal and fidelity, and the sign shall be the
recovery of the word.

(K. S. turns to H. A., saying:)

K. S.—My Worthy Companion and Master
Builder, have the craftsmen completed the
copy of the Ark of the Covenant?

H. A.-Illustrious King Solomon, the work
has been completed, and 1 will have the
Overseers of the Work place it before you.

(H. A. goes to the anteraom and heads a procession
beaiing the Ark into the room. He superintends placing
1t upon the pedestal before K. S. and remains at the
end of the *A.”’

Lights, except those in the East, may be out or dim
when the “*A’” 1s braught into the roam.)

Twa ar faur companions bear the Ark and two cam-
pantons fallaw, ane bearing the Pot of Manna and the
ather Aaron’s Rod.)

K. S.~The most mysterious and sacred
piece of fumiture of the Temple, the Atk of
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the Covenant, Israel’s great palladium in
battle, housed for so many yea