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FIRST DEGREE.

PRAYER AT INITIATION.

Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father of
the Universe, to this, our present convention,
and grant that this candidate for Free-
masonry may dedicate and devote his life to
Thy setvice, and become a true and faithful
brother among us Endue him with a com-
petency of Thy Divine Wisdom, that by the
nfluence of the pure principles of Free-
masonty, he may the better be enabled to dis-
play the beauties of holiness, to the honor of
Thy Holy Name Amen

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it 1s
for brethren to dwell together in unity!

“It 1s like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaton’s beard that went down to the skuts
of his garments,

“As the dew of Herman, and as the dew
that descended upon the mountains of Zion-
for there the Lord commanded the blessing,
even life for evermore.,” (Psa. 133 1-3)

CREATION.

“In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth And the earth was without
form, and void; and darkness was upon the
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FIRST DEGREE.

face of the deep And the spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters, And God said,
‘Let there be light’; and there was light.”
(Gen. 1°1-3)

THE LAMBSKIN APRON.

It is an emblem of innocence and the badge
of a Mason. More ancient than the Golden
Fleece ot the Roman Eagle, more honorable
than the Star or Garter, or any disunction
that can be conferred upon you, at this or any
future period, by king, prince, potentate, or
any other person, and which 1t 1s hoped that
you will wear with pleasure to yourself and
honor to the Fraternity.

THE TWENTY-FOUR INCH GAUGE

15 an instrument made use of by operative
Masons to measure and lay out theu work.
But we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are
taught to make use of it for the more noble
and glorious putpose of dividing our time.
I, being divided into twenty-four equal
parts, is emblematic of the twenty-four hours
of the day, which we aie taught o divide
into three parts, whereby we find a part for
the service of God and a distressed worthy
brother, a part for our usual vocations; and
a part for refreshment and repose,
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THE COMMON GAVEL

is an instrument used by operative Masons
to break off the rough and superfluous parts
of stones, the better to fit them for the
builder’s use. But we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make use of it for the
more noble and glorious purpose of divesting
our hearts and consciences of all the vices
and superfluities of life; thereby fitting out
minds as living stones for that spiritual build-
ing, that house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.

THE BADGE OF A MASON.

The Lamb, in all ages, has been deemed an
emblem of innocence. He, therefore, who
wears the lambskin as the badge of a Mason,
is continually reminded of that purity of life
and conduct so essenually necessaty to his
gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the
Universe presides [The Lecture may be
delivered 1n long or short form.]



FIRST DEGREE.

In the third secuion we receive nstruction
relattve to the Form, Suports, Covering, Furniture,
Ornaments, Lights, and Jewelsof a Lodge, how it1s
situated, and to whom dedicated

The explanation of these 1s to be found n the
Monitor which has been adopted by the fratermity as a
text book, and with which 1t 15 hoped that you will soon
make yourself famihar

A Lodge 15 a certain number of brethren duly
assembled, with a Holy Bible, a Square and Com-
pass, and a Charter or Dispensauon authorizing
them to meet

A Charier s an instrument emanatng from a
Grand Lodge, and, 1n this Jurnisdiction, signed by
the Grand Master and Grand Secretary, authonizing
certain brethern therein named, when duly as-
sembled, to Iniuate, Pass, and Razise all good men
and irue who may apply for the purpose and whom
they may find worthy A Dispensauon 1s a like
instrument, 1ssued by the Grand Master during the
recess of the Grand Lodge, which for a hmited
period, confers stmilar powers

Our ancient brethren assembled on the highest
hills and 1n the lowest vales, the better to observe
the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers

The Form of a Lodge 1s oblong 1t extends
from East to West and from North to South,
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and it is said to be thus extensive to denote
the universality of Masonry and to teach us
that a Mason's charity should be eql_lally ex-
tensive; for in every country and in every
clime ate Masons to be found.

A Lodge is metaphorically said to be sup
ported by three great pillars, dem_amma;ed
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty; it being
necessary that there should be wisdom to
contrive, strength to support, and beauty to
adorn all great and important undertakings.
These pillars are represented in the Lodge by
the Worshipful Master, the Senior and Jumor
Wardens.

The Coversng of a Lodge is no less than
the clouded canopy or star-decked heaven
where all good Masons hope at last to arrive
by aid of that theological ladder which Jacob,
in his vision, saw, reaching from earth to
heaven, the three principal rounds of which
are denominated Faith, Hope, and Charity,
which admonish us to have faith in God, hope
of immortality, and charity for all mankind.
The greatest of these is Charity; fqr our
Faith may be lost in sight, Hope ends in fru-
ition, but Charity extends beyond the grave,
through the boundless realm of eternity.

Every regular Lodge is furnished with a
Holy Bible, Square, and Compass.




FIRST DEGREE.

The Holy Bible is dedicated to God, it
being His inestimable gift to man as the rule
and guide of his faith, * * * * *; the Square
to the Master, because it is the proper Masonic
emblem of his office; and the Compass to
the Craft, for, by due attention to its use,
we are taught to circumscribe our desires and
keep our passions within due bounds toward
all mankind.

The Ornaments of a Lodge are the Mosaic
Pavement, the Indented Tessel, and the Blaz-
ing Star. The Mosaic Pavement 1s a rep-
resentation of the ground floor of King
Solomon's Temple, and is emblematic of hu-
man life, checkered with good and evil The
Indented Tessel 15 a representation of the
beautiful tessellated border or skirting which
surrounded the pavement, and is emblematic
of the manifold blessings and comforts which
surround us, and which we hope to enjoy by
a faithful reliance upon Divine Providence,
hieroglyphically represented by the Blazing
Star in the center.

The Lights of a Lodge are three, situated
in the East, West, and South. As you may
observe, there is none in the North, because
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King Solomon's Temple, of which every
Lodge is a representation, was situated so
far north of the ecliptic that neither the sun
nor moon, at meridian height, could dart its
rays into the north part of the building. The
North, therefore, among Masons, has always
been termed a place of darkness.

The Jewels of a Lodge are six: three im-
movable, and three movable. The Immovable
Jewels are the Square, the Level, and the
Plumb; and they are termed immovable be-
cause they are the jewels of the three princi-
pal officers of the Lodge, the Worshipful
Master, the Senior and Junior Wardens, who
are always stationed in the East, West, and
South. The Square denotes morality, the Level
equality, and the Plumb rectitude of life.

The Movable Jewels are the Rough Ash-
lar, the Perfect Ashlar, and the Tresde
Board. The Rough Ashlar is a stone as
taken from the quarry in its rude and natural
state. The Perfect Ashlar is a stone made
ready by the hands of the workman, to be
adjusted by the working-tools of the Fellow
Craft. The Trestle Board is for the Master
Workman to draw his designs upon.

By the Rough Ashlar we are reminded of
9
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our rude and imperfect state by nature; by
the Perfect Ashlar, of that state of perfec-
tion at which we hope to arrive by a virtuous
education, our own endeavors, and the bless-
ing of God; and by the Trestle Board we are
reminded thar, as the operative workman
erects his temporal building agreeably to the
rules and designs laid down by the Master
on his Trestle Board, so should we, both op-
erative and speculative, endeavor to erect our
spiritual building agreeably to the rules and
designs laid down by the Supreme Atchitect
of the Universe in the great book of narure
and revelation, which is our spiritual, moral,
and Masonic Trestle Board

Lodges are sitwated due East and West
because Moses, after having been instrumen-
tal in conducting the children of Israel
through the Red Sea when pursued by
Pharoah and his hosts, by divine command
erected a tabernacle which he placed due
East and West, to commemorate the mighty
east wind by which their miraculous deliv-
erance was wrought. This tabernacle was an
exact model for King Solomon’s Temple, for
which reason all Masonic Lodges are, or
should be, situated due East and West.

Lodges wete anaently dedicated to King
Solomon, as it is said that he was our first
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Most Excellent Grand Master. Lodges at
the present ume are dedicated to Saint John
the Bapust and Saint John the Evangelst,
who were two eminent patrons of Masonry,
and since therr time there is, or should be,
represented in every regular Lodge a certain
point within 2 circle, the point representing
an individual brother, and the crcle the
boundary line of his conduct, beyond which
he should never suffer his passions, his prej-
udices or his interests to betray him This
circle is supported by two perpendicular
parallel lines, representing Saint John the
Baptist and Saint John the Evangelist, and
on 1ts top rest the Holy Writings In tracing
its circumference we necessarily touch upon
the parallel lines and also upon the Holy
Bible; and while a Mason keeps himself thus
circumscribed, it is impossible that he can
matenally err

The three principal tenets of Masonry are
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth

BROTHERLY LOVE.

By the exercise of Brotherly Love we are
taught to regard the whole human species as
one family, the high and the low, the rich
and the poor, who, as created by one Al-
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mighty Parent, and inhabitants of the same
planet, are to aid, support and protect each
other. On this principle Masonry unites men
of every country, sect and opinion; and
causes true friendship to exist among those
who might otherwise have remained at a
perpetual distance.

RELIEF.

To relieve the distressed 1s a duty incum-
bent on all men, but particularly on Masons,
who are linked together by an indissoluble
chain of sincere affecion. To soothe the un-
happy, to sympathize with their misfortunes,
to compassionate their misertes, and to re-
store peace to their troubled minds, 15 the
great aim we have in view. On this basis we
form our friendships and establish our con-
nections.

TRUTH.

Truth 1s a divine ateribute and the founda-
tion of every vutue To be good and true is
the first lesson we are taught in Masonry.
On this theme we contemplate, and by 1ts
dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct.
Hence, while influenced by this principle,
hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us,
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sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us,
and with heart and tongue we join in pro-
moting each other's welfare and rejoicing in
each other’s prosperity.

TEMPERANCE, FORTITUDE, PRU-
DENCE, AND JUSTICE

TEMPERANCE

is that due restraint upon the affections and
passions which renders the body tame and
governable, and frees the mind from the
allurements of vice. This virtue should be
your constant practice, as you are thereby
taught to avord excess or the contracting of
any licentious or vicious habits, the indul-
gence in which might lead you to disclose
some of those valuable secrets which you
have promised to conceal and never reveal,
which would consequently subject you to the
contempt and detestation of all good Masons,

. h o n
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FIRST DEGREE.
FORTITUDE

is that noble and steady purpose of the mind
whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain,
peril, or danger, when piudentially deemed
expedient. This virtue is equally distant from
rashness and cowardice, and, like the former
virtue, should be deeply impressed upon your
mind, as a safeguard or security against any
illegal attempt which may be made, by force
ot otherwise, to extort from you any of those
valuable secrets with which you have been
so solemnly intrusted, and which was em-
blematically represented on your first admission
nto the lodge, * * * * *

PRUDENCE

teaches us to regulate our lives and actions
agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is
that faculty by which we wisely judge and
prudentially determine on all things relative
to our present, as well as our future happi-
ness This virtue should be your peculiar
characteristic, not only for the government
of your conduct while in the Lodge, but also
when abroad in the world. You should be
particularly careful, in all strange and mixed
companies, never to let fall the least sign,
token, or word, whereby the sectets of Free-
masonry might be unlawfully obtained;
. " & 00
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JUSTICE

is that standard or boundary of right which
enables us to render unto every man his just
due, without distinction. This virtue 1s not
only consistent with divine and human laws,
but is the very cement and support of civil
society; and, as justice i1n a great measuie
constitutes the really good man, so should it
be your invariable practice never to deviate
from the minutest principles thereof; * * *

CHARGE.

My BROTHER —Having passed through the
ceremonjes of your initiation, allow me to
congratulate you on your admission into our
ancient and honorable Fraternity. Ancient,
as having existed from time immemornal;
and honorable, as tending to make all men
so who are strictly obedient to its precepts.
It is an insttution having for its foundation
the practice of the social and moral virtues;
and, to so high an eminence has its cred:t
been advanced, that, in every age and country,
men preeminent for theur moral and intellec-
tual attainments have encouraged and pro-
moted its interests. Nor has 1t been thought
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FIRST DEGREE.

derogatory to their dignity that monarchs
have, for a season, exchanged the scepter for
the trowel, to patronize our mysteties and
join in our assemblies.

As a Mason, you are to regard the volume
of the Sacred Law as the great light in your
profession; to consider it as the unerring
standard of truth and justice; and to regulate
your actions by the divine precepts it contains.
In it you will learn the important duties
which you owe to God, your neighbor, and
yourself. To God, by never mentioning His
name but with that awe and reverence which
are due from the creature to his Creator; by
imploring His aid in all your lawful under-
takings; and by looking up to Him in every
emergency for comfort and support, To your
neighbor, by acting with him upon the
Square, by rendering him every kind office
which justice or mercy may require; by re-
lieving his distresses and soothing his afflic-
tions; and by doing to him as, in similar
cases, you would that he should do unto you.
And to yourself, by such a prudent and well-
regulated course of discipline as may best
conduce to the preservation of your corporeal
and mental faculties in their fullest energy;
thereby enabling you to exert the talents
wherewith God has blest you, as well to His
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glory as to the welfare of your fellow-

cieatures.

As a Citszen, you are enjorned to be ex-
emplary 1n the discharge of your civil duties,
by never proposing of countenancing any act
which may have a tendency to subvert the
peace and good order of society, by paying
due obedience to the laws under whose pro-
tection you live; and by never losing sight of
the allegiance due to your country.

As an Individual, you are charged to prac-
tice the domestic and public virtues. Let
Temperance chasten, Fortstude support, and
Prudence direct you, and let Justsce be the
guide of all your actions. Be especially cate-
ful to martntain, in their fullest splendor, those
truly Masonic ornaments — Brozherly Love,
Relsef and Truzh.

Finally: Be faithful to the trust committed
to your care, and mamfest your fidelity to
your principles by a strict observance of the
Consututtons of the Fraternity, by adhening
to the Ancent Landmarks thereof; and by
refusing to recommend any one to a parttci-
pation tn our privileges, unless you have
strong reasons to believe that, by a similar
fidelity, he will ultimately reflect honor on
our ancient Institution

17



SECOND DEGREE.

“Though [ speak with the tongues of men
and of angels, and have not charity, 1 am
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cym-
bal.

“And though 1 have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all knowl-
edge, and though I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, and have not charty,
I am nothing.

“And though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though 1 give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
nothing

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; char-
ity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself,
is not puffed up, doth not behave itself un-
seemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily pro-
voked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in in-
iquity, but 1ejoiceth in the truth; beareth all
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things.

*“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these
three; but the greatest of these is charity.”
(1st Cor. 13:1-7 and 13)
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THE WORKING TOOLS.
PLUMB, SQUARE, AND LEVEL

The PLUMB 1s an insttument made use of
by operative Masons to try perpendiculars,
the SQUARE, to square their work; and the
LEVEL, to prove horizontals, but we, as Free
and Accepted Masons, are taught to make use
of them for more noble and glorious pur-
poses. The PLUMB admonishes us to walk
uprightly in our several stauons before God
and man, squaring our actions by the Square
of virtue, and ever remembering that we are
traveling upon the Level of time to “ihat un-
discovered country from whose bourn no
traveler returns.”

OPERATIVE MASONRY

By Operatrve Masonry we allude to a
proper application of the useful rules of
architecture, whence a structure will dertve
figure, strength, and beauty, and from which
will result a due proportion and just cor-
respondence 1n all its parts. It furnishes us
with dwellings and convenient shelters from
the vicissttudes and inclemencies of the sea-
sons; and, while it displays the effects of
human wisdom, as well in the choice as in
the arrangement of the several materials of
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SECOND DEGREE.

which an edifice is composed, it demonstrates
that a fund of science and industry is im-
planted in man for the best, most salutary,
and most beneficent purposes.

SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

By Speculative Masonry we learn to subdue
the passions, act upon the Square, keep a
tongue of good report, maintain secrecy, and
practice charity. It is so far interwoven with
religion as to lay us under obligations to
pay that rational homage to the Deity which
at once constitutes our duty and our happi-
ness It leads the contemplative Mason to
view with reverence and admuration the glori-
ous works of the Creation, and inspires him
with the most exalted i1deas of the perfections
of his Divine Creator. * * * *

IN SIX DAYS

God created the heaven and the earth, and
rested on the seventh day. The seventh
therefore, our ancient brethren consecrated
as a day of rest from their labors; thereby
enjoying frequent opportunities to contem-
plate the glorious works of the Creation, and
to adore their Great Creator * * * * & » o
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THE USE OF GLOBES.

Their principal use, besides serving as
maps to distunguish the outward parts of the
earth and the situation of the fixed stars, is
to illustrate and explain the phenomena aris-
ing from the annual revolution of the earth
around the sun, and its diurnal rotation upon
its own axis They are valuable instruments
for improving the mind and giving it the
most distinct 1dea of any problem or proposi-
ton, as well as for enabling 1t to solve the
same Contemplating these bodies, we are in-
spired with a due reverence for the Deity and
His works, and are induced to encourage the
studies of astronomy, geography, navigation,
and the arts dependent upon them, by which
society has been so much benefited

ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE

By order in architecture is meant a sys-
tem of all the members, proportions, and
ornaments of columns and pilasters; or, 1t 1s
a regular arrangement of the projecting parts
of a building, which, united with those of a
column, form a beautiful, perfect and com-
plete whole.
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SECOND DEGREE.
OF ITS ANTIQUITY.

From the first formation of society, order
in architecture may be traced. When the
tigor of seasons first obliged men to contrive
shelter from the inclemency of the weather,
we learn that they first planted trees on end,
and then laid others across to support a cov-
ering. The bands which connected those trees
at top and bottom are said to have given
rise to the tdea of the base and capital of
pillars, and from this simple hint oniginally
proceeded the more improved art of archi-
tectute.

The five Orders are thus classed the Tus-
can, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite

OF THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN
ARCHITECTURE

The ancient and original orders of archi-
tecture, esteemed by Masons, are no more
than three, the Dorsc, lonic and Corinthian,
which were invented by the Greeks. To
these the Romans added two, the Tuscan,
which they made plamner than the Doric, and
the Composite, which was more ornamental,
if not more beaurtiful, than the Corinthian.
The first three orders alone, however, show
invention and particular character, and essen-
tially differ from each other, the two others
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having nothing but that which is borrowed,
and differing only accidentally. The Tuscan
1s the Doric in its earliest state, and the Com-
posite is the Corinthian, enriched with the
Ionic. To the Greeks, therefore, and not to
the Romans, we are indebted for what 1s
great, judicious, and distinct in architecture.

THE FIVE SENSES OF HUMAN
NATURE

Hearing, Seeing, Feeling, Smelling, and
¥ r ¥ *

Tasting  *

THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND
SCIENCES.

Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic,
Geomcetry, Music, and Astronomy

Arithmetic,

LR

GBOMETRY

trcats  of the powers and properues of
magnitudes 1n general, where longth, breadth,
and thickness are considered  from a pornt
to a line trom a hine to a superfice and from
a supcrhice to a solul
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SECOND DEGREE.

A point is the beginning of all geometrical
matter.

A bine has length, without breadth or thick-
ness

A superfice has length and breadth, without
thickness.

A solid has length, breadth and thickness.

ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY

By this science the architect 1s enabled to
construct his plans and execute his designs,
the general, to atrange his soldiers, the en-
gineer, to mark out grounds for encampments;
the geographer, to give us the dimensions of
the world and all things therein contained, to
delineate the extent of seas, and to specify
the divisions of empuires, kingdoms, and prov-
inces. By 1t, also, the astronomer is enabled
to make his observations, and to fix the dura-
von of umes and seasons, years and cycles.
In fine, Geometry is the foundation of archi-
tecture and the root of mathematics.

MORAL ADVANTAGES OF
GEOMETRY.

* * * * Geometry, the first and noblest of
sciences, and the basis upon which the super-
structure of Freemasonry is erected. By Ge-
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ometry we may curiously trace nature through
her vatious windings to her most concealed re-
cesses. By it we discover the power, wisdom,
and goodness of the Great Artificer of the
Universe, and view with delight the propor.
tions which connect this vast machine. By it
we discover how the planets move in their
respective orbits, and demonstrate their var-
ious revolutions. By it we account for the
return of seasons, and the variety of scenes
which each season displays to the discetning
eye. Numberless worlds are around us, all
framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll
through the vast expanse, and are all con-
ducted by the same unerring law of nature.

A survey of nature, and the observation of
her beautiful proportions, first determined
man to imitate the Divine plan, and to study
symmetry, and order. This gave rise to so-
cieties and birth to every useful art. The
architect began to design; and the plans which
he laid down, being improved by time and
experience, have produced works which are
the admiration of every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of
ignorance, and the devastations of war, have
laid waste and destroyed many valuable monu-
ments of antiquity on which the utmost exer-
tions of human genius were employed. Even
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the Temple of Solomon, so spacious and mag-
nificent, and construcred by so many celebrated
artists, escaped not the unsparing ravages of
barbarous force. Freemasonry, notwithstanding,
has still survived. The attentive ear receives the
sound from the fmstructive tongue, and the
mysteries of Masonry are safely lodged in the
repository of faithful breasts. Tools and imple-
ments of architecture most expressive are se-
lected by the Fraternity to imprint upon the
memory wise and serious truths, and thus,
through the succession of ages, are transmitted
unimpaired the most excellent tenets of our
Institution.

26
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CHARGE.

MY BROTHER:—Being advanced to the Sec-
ond Degree of Freemasonry, 1 congratulate
you on your preferment.

Masonry is a progressive moral science,
divided into different degrees; and, as its
prnciples and mystic ceremonies are regu-
larly developed and illustrated, it is intended
and hoped that they will make a deep and
lasting impression upon your mind.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties
which as a Fellow Craft, you are bound to
discharge. Your general good reputation
affords satisfactory assurance that you will
not suffer any consideration to tnduce you
to act in a manner unworthy of the respect-
able character which you now sustain; but
that, on the contraty, you will ever display
the discretion, the virrue, and the dignity
which become a worthy and exemplary Mason

Our laws and regulations you are stren-
uously to support, and be always ready to
assist in seeing them duly executed. You are
not to palliate nor aggravate the offenses of
your brethren, but in the decision of every
trespass against our rules, you are to judge
with candor, admonish with friendship, and
reptehend with justice.
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The impressive ceremonies of this degree
are calculated to tnculcate 1n the mind of the
novitiate the mmportance of the study of the
liberal arts and sciences, especially of the
noble science of Geometry, which forms the
basis of Freemasonry, and which, being of a
divine and moral nature, is enriched with the
most useful knowledge; for, while 1t proves
the wonderful properties of nature, it demon-
strates the more mmportant truths of morality.
To the study of Geometry, therefore, your at-
tention 1s especially directed

Your past regular deportment and upright
conduct have merited the honor which we
have conferred. In your present character 1t
is expected that, at all our assemblies, you
will observe the solemnities of our cere-
monies, that you will preserve the ancient
usages and customs of the Fraternity sacred
and inviolate; and thus, by your example, in-
duce others also to hold them in due venera-
tion,

Such s the nature of your engagements as
a Fellow Craft, and to a due observance of
them you are bound by the strongest ties of
fidelity and honor

28

—&-

THIRD DEGREE.

“"Remember now thy Creator in the days
of thy youth, while the evi] days come not,
nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say,
1 have no pleasure in them, while the sun, or
the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not
darkened, nor the clouds retusn after the
rain in the day when the keepers of the
house shall tremble, and the strong men shall
bow themselves, and the grinders cease be-
cause they are few, and those that look out
of the windows be darkened, and the doors
shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of
the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at
the voice of the bird, and all the daughters
of music shall be brought low; also when
they shall be afraid of that which 1s high,
and fears shall be in the way, and the almond
tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall
be a burden, and desite shall fail because
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners
go about the street or ever the silver cord
be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, o1
the prcher be broken at the fountain, or the
wheel broken at the cistern Then shall the
dust return to the earth as it was' and the
spuit shall return unto God who gave it”
{Bee. 12 1-7)
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PRAYER.

Almighty and Eternal God! Great Archi-
tect and Ruler of the Universe! At Whose
creative fiat all things first were made' We,
the frail creatures of Thy Providence, hum-
bly implore Thee to pour down upon this con-
vocation, assembled in Thy Holy Name, the
continual dew of Thy blessing And we es-
pecially beseech Thee to impart Thy grace to
this, Thy servant, who offers himself as a
candidate to partake with us the mysterious
secrets of a Master Mason. Endue him with
such forutude that, in the hour of tial, he
faint not, but pass him safely, under Thy
protection, through the valley of the shadow
of death, that he may finally arise from the
tomb of transgression and shine as the stars
for ever and ever! Amen.

_ All the implements of Masonry, but espe-
cially the Trowel.

THE TROWEL

is an instrument made use of by operative
Masons to spread the cement which unites
the building into one common mass; but we,
as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to
make use of it for the more noble and glorious
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putpose of spreading the cement of brotherly
love and affection; that cement which unites us
into one sacred band or society of friends and
brothers, among whom no contention should
ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather
emulation, of who best can work and best
agree.

PRAYER

Thou, oh God! knowest our downsitting
and our uprising, and understandest our
thoughts afar off. Shield and defend us from
the evil intentions of our enemies, and sup-
port us under the trials and afflictions which
we are destined to endure while traveling
through this vale of tears "Man that is born
of 2 woman is of few days, and full of trouble.
He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut
down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continu-
eth not.” Seeing that his days are determined,
the number of his months is with Thee; Thou
hast appointed his bounds that he can not
pass; turn from him, that he may rest till he
shall accomplish his day. For there is hope
of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again, and that the tender branch thereof will
not cease. But man dieth, and wasteth away;
yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is
he> As the waters fail from the sea, and the
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THIRD DEGREE,

flood decayeth and drieth up; so man lieth
down, and riseth not till the heavens be no
more. Yet, oh Lord! have compassion on
the children of thy creation; administer them
comfort 1in ume of trouble; and save them
with an everlasting salvation. Amen. (Job
14:1, 2, 5-7, 10-12) |The Lecture may
delivered in long or short form.]

We read 1n the Holy Writings that it was
decreed 1n the wisdom and counsels of Deity
aforetume, that a house should be built, erected
to God and dedicated to His Holy Name. We
also learn from the same Sacred Source that
David, King of Istael, desired to build the
house, but that, in consequence of his reign
having been one of many warts and much
bloodshed, that distinguished privilege was
denied him. He was not, however, left with-
out hope, for God promised him that out of
his loins there should come a man who would
be adequate to the performance of so great
and glorious an undertaking. That promise
was verified in the person and character of
Solomon, his son, who ascended the throne,
and, after David was gathered to his fathers,
wielded the scepter over Israel at a time when
(as the great Jewish historian, Josephus, in-
forms us) peace and ttanquility pervaded the
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woild, and all eyes seemed directed toward
Jerusalem, as if to witness the splendid dis-
play of the wisdom of Solomon

About this time King Solomon recewved a
congratulatory letter from Hiram, King of
Tyre, desiring to participate, in a small de-

.gree at least, in the rich honors which then

seemed to be clustering around his throne.
In his reciprocations with Hrram of Tyre,
King Solomon desired him to furnish a man
well skilled in the arts and sciences, and his
attention was directed to * * *

The third section illusrrates certain hiero-
glyphical emblems, well calculated to increase
knowledge and promote virtue In it, also,
many particulars relative to the building of
King Solomon's Temple are noticed That
famous fabric, as I before informed you, was
commenced 1n the fourth year of the reign of
Solomon, on the second day of the month
Zif, being the second month of the sacred
year, It was located on Mount Moriah, near
the place where Abtaham was about to offer
up his son Isaac, and where David met and
appeased the destroying angel It was sup-
ported by fourteen hundred and fifty-three
columns and two thousand nine hundred and
six pilasters, all hewn from the finest Parian
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THIRD DEGREE

marble. There were employed in its erection
three Grand Masters, three thousand three
hundred Masters, or Overseers of the work,
eighty thousand Fellow Crafts, or hewers on
the mountains and n the quarries, and seventy
thousand Entered Apprentices, or bearers of
burdens; and these were all so classed and
arranged by the wisdom of Solomon that
neither envy, discord, nor confusion was suf-
fered to interrupt or disturb the peace and
good fellowship which prevailed among the
workmen, * * * * * *; and as a striking evi-
dence of the approbation and interposition of
Divine Providence, we are informed by the
great Jewish historian  Josephus that, 'a.l-
though more than seven yeats were occuple_d
in its building, yet during the whole term it
did not rain in the day time, but in the night
season only, that the workmen might not be
obstructed from their labors. From sacred
histary we also learn that there was not heard
the sound of axe, hammer, or any tool of iron
in the house while it was building, ir having
been put together in the manner described to
you in a preceding degree. * ¢ * * * *
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The hieroglyphical emblems explained in
this degree are:

The Three Steps,

The Pot of Incense;

The Bee-hive;

The Book of Constitutions, guarded by the
Tiler's Sword;

The Sword pointung to a Naked Heart, and
the All-Seeing Evye;

The Anchor and Ark;

The forty-seventh Problem of Euclid, and

The Hout-glass and Scythe.

The explanation of these is to be found in
the Monitor which has been adopted by the
Fraternity as a text-book, and with which 1t
1s hoped that you will soon make yourself
familiar,

It is the inspiration of that great Divinity
whom we adore, and bears the nearest re-
semblance or affinity to that Supreme Intel-
ligence which pervades all nature, and which
will never, never, never die. Hence, my
brother, how important it is that we should
endeavor to imitace * * * in his truly ex-
alted and exemplary character, 1n his un-
feigned piety to God, and 1n his inflexible
fidelity to his trust, that we may be prepared
to welcome death, not as a grim rtyrant, but
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THIRD DEGREE

as a kind messenger sent to translate us from
this imperfect, to that all perfect, glorious, and
celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme
Grand Master of the Universe forever pre-
sides

CHARGE.

My BROTHER:—Your zeal for our Institu-
tion, the progress which you have made 1n
our mysteries, and your steady conformiry
to our useful regulations, have pointed you
out as a proper object for this peculiar mark
of our favor.

Duty and honor now alike bind you to be
faithful to every trust, to support the dignity
of your character on all occasions, and stren-
wously to enforce, by precept and example, a
steady obedience to the tenets of Freema-
sonry. Exemplary conduct on your part will
convince the world that merit 1s the just utle
to our privileges, and that on you our favors
have not been undeservedly bestowed.

As a Master Mason, you ate authorized to
correct the irregularities of your less in-
formed brethren, to forufy their minds with
tesolution against the snares of the insidious,
and to guard them against every allurement
to vicious practices, To preserve unsullied the
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reputation of the Fraternity ought to be your
constant care; and, therefore, it becomes your
province to caution the inexperienced against
any breach of fidelity. To your inferiors in
rank or office you are to recommend obedience
and submission; to your equals, courtesy and
affabiliry; and to your superiors, kindness and
condescension. Universal benevolence you are
zealously to inculcate; and by the regularity
of your own conduct endeavor to remove every
aspersion against this venerable Instutution
Our Ancient Landmatks you are carefully to
preserve, and never to suffer them, on any
pretense, to be infringed; and you are never
to countenance any deviation from our estab-
lished customs.

Your honor and reputation are concerned
in supporting with dignity the respectable
character which you now bear. Let no mouve,
therefore, make you swerve from your duty,
violate your vows or betray your tiust; bur
be true and faithful, and imitate the ex-
ample of that celebrated artist, whom you
have this evening represented. Thus you will
render yourself deseiving of the honor which
we have conferred, and worthy of the confi-
dence which we have reposed i you.
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EMBLEMS.
THE HIEROGLYPHICAL EMBLEMS

THE THREE STEPS,

usually delineated upon the Master’s carpet,
are emblematical of the three principal stages
of human Iife, viz Yowth, Manhood and
Age. In Yomb, as Entered Apprentices, we
ought sndustriously to occupy our minds in
the attainments of useful knowledge, 1n Man-
bood, as Fellow Crafts, we should apply our
knowledge to the discharge of our respec-
tive duties to God, our neighbor, and our-
selves, that so, in Age, as Master Masons,
we may enjoy the happy reflection consequent
on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a
glorious immortality

THE POT OF INCENSE

is an emblem of a pure heait, which is al-
ways an acceptable sacrifice to the Dety,
and, as this glows with fervent heat, so
should our hearts continually glow with grati-
tude to the great and beneficent Author of our
existence, for the manifold blessings and com-
forts we enjoy

THE BEE HIVE

1s an emblem of industry, and recommends
the practice of that virrue to all created beings,
from the highest seraph in heaven, to the
lowest reptile of the dust. It teaches us, that
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#s we came into the world rational and intel-
ligent beings, so we should ever be industrious
ones;, never sitting down contented while our
fellow-creatures around us are in want, espe-
cially when 1t is in our powers to relieve them,
without inconvenience to ourselves.

When we take a survey of nature, we view
man 1n his infancy, more helpless and in-
digent than the brute creation, he lies lan-

ishing for days, months, and years, totally
incapable of providing sustenance for himself,
of guarding against the attack of the wild
beasts of the feld, or sheltering himself
from the inclemencies of the weather It
might have pleased the Gieat Creator of
heaven and earth, to have made man inde-
pendent of all other beings; but as depend-
ence is one of the strongest bonds of society,
mankind werc made dependent on each other
for protection and security, as they thereby
enjoy better opportunities of fulfilling the
dutses of reciprocal love and friendship. Thus
was man formed for social and actuve life,
the noblest part of the work of God; and he
that will so demean himself as not to be en-
deavoring to add to the common stock of
knowledge and understanding, may be deemed
a drone in the hwe of nature, a useless mem-
ber of society, and unworthy of our protec
uon as Masons.
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EMBLEMS.
THE BoOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS GUARDED BY
THE TILER’S SWORD

reminds us that we should be ever watchful
and guarded in our thoughts, wotds and ac-
tions, particularly when befoie the enemies
of Masonry; ever bearing in remembrance
those truly Masonic virtues, silence and cir-
cumspection.

THE SWORD POINTING TO A NAKED HEART

demonstrates that justice will sooner or later
overtake us; and although our thoughts, words,
and actions may be hidden from the eyes of
man, yet that

THE ALL-SEEING EYE,

Whom the sun, moon and stars obey, and
undet Whose watchful care, even comets per-
form their stupendous revolutions, pervades
the inmost recesses of the human heart, and
will reward us according to our merits.

THE ANCHOR AND ARK

are emblems of a well-grounded bope, and
a well-spent life. They are emblematical of
that divine Ark which safely wafts us over
this tempestuous sea of troubles, and that
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Anchor which shall safely moor us in a peace-
ul harbor, where the wicked cease from
troubling, and the weary shall find rest.

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM OF
EucCLID.

This was an tnvention of our ancient friend
and brother, the great PYTHAGORAS, who, 1n
his travels thiough Asta, Africa, and Europe,
was initiated 1nto several orders of Priest-
hood, and raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason This wise philosopher enriched
his mind abundantly n a general knowledge
of things and more espeaally 1n Geometry,
or Masonry On this subject he drew out
many problems and theorems, and among the
most distinguished, he erected this, which, in
the joy of his heart, he call Ewreks, 1n the
Grecian language signifying, I bave found it,
and upon the discovery of which he is said
t0 have sacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches
Masons to be general lovers of the arts and
sciences

THE HOUR-GLASS

1s an emblem of human life Behold how
swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly our
lives are drawing to a close! We can not
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without astonishment behold the little par-
ticles which are contained in this machine,
how they pass away almost imperceptibly,
and yet, to our surprise, 1n the short space of
an hour they are all exhausted. Thus wastes
man'! To-day he puts forth the tender leaves
of hope; tomorrow blossoms and bears his
blushing honors thick upon him; the next
day comes a frost which nips the shoot, and
when he thinks his greatness 1s sull aspiring
he falls like autumn leaves to enrich our
mother earth

THE SCYTHE

i1s an emblem of uume which cuts the brittle
thread of Iife, and launches us into eternity
Behold what havoc the scythe of tume makes
among the human race' If by chance we
should escape the numerous evils incdent to
childhood and youth, and with health and
vigot arrive to the years of manhood, yet
withal, we must soon be cut down by the all
devouring scythe of wume, and be gathered
into the land where our fathers have gone
before us.
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STATED MEETING.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
(1) READING OF THE MINUTES.

(2) RBPORTS OF INVESTIGATING
COMMITTERS.

(3) BALLOTING.

(4) RECEPTION OF APPLICATIONS.

(5) MISCELLANEOUS AND UNFINISHED
BUSINESS.

(6) CONFERRING OF DEGREES.
(1) RBADING OF THE MINUTES.

Brethren: This being our stated meeting
for the month of
the first order of business will be the reading
of the minutes of our last stated and subse-
quent special meetings.

(Secretary rises, makes sign and reads min-
utes of stated meeting; sits down.)

Brethren: You have listened to the reading
of the minutes of our last stated meeting. If
there are no errors or omissions, they will
stand approved as read. (Pause.) There be-
ing none, Brother Secretary, it is so ordered.
(Gavel.) (Minutes of succeeding meetings
are likewise severally read and approved.)

(Special meetings.) Brethren, you have lis-
tened to the reading of the minutes of our
special meeting of (give date). If there are
0 errors of omissions, they will stand approved
as read. (Pause.) There being none, Brother
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Secretary, it is so o1dered. (Gavel.) If there are
no fuither errors or omissions, they will stand
approved, as corrected. (Pause.) There being
none, Brother Secretary, it is so ordered.
(Gavel.)

(2) REPORTS OF
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEES.

Committee must report to Master and not
to B:cc:ﬁ;ary.)n
en: The Committee upon the applica-
tlon of Mr. Henry George Smith to receivg the
degrees of Masonry in this Lodge (or) (upon
the application of Brother Henry Alfred Smith
f‘(::'f a.(ﬁlula)tlxon with :hgs Lodge) has made an
avorable report, and I declare th li
m( d./(C)}a;gg.) e applicant
and/ot e Committee upon the applica-
tlon of Mr. Edward David Brown has req?x%sted
f)urttilllezh time, and ig is granted further time
f e next stated meeti f thi
(G(ave(li/) ng of this Lodge.
and/or) The Committee upon the applica-
tlon of Mr. John James Jones to receive the
degrees of Masonry in this Lodge (or) (upon
the application of Brother John James Jones
for affiliation with this Lodge) has made a full
and favorable report (or) (favorable report).

(3) BALLOTING.
(Master rises.) Brethren: We are about to
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ballot upon the application of Mr. John James
Jones. His age 1s .. ..., occupanon © e oo

residence .o ieeeeieiien. ; recommended by
................ , and refers to . ...

Brother Senior Deacon, present the ballot.
(Senior Deacon rises, gives sign and presents
ballot box to Master, then stands facing the East
on floor just north of Master’s pedestal ) (Mas-
ter displays ballot box, votes and sits down.)
(Senior Deacon takes ballot box to Senior and
Junior Wardens Wardens vote (do not stand
or make sign). (Semior Deacon places ballot
box on left page of Bible, makes sign and votes,
then stands at north side of aitar, facing the
East )

The brethren of . .. ... . Lodge No
.. will approach the Altar and deposit their
ballots upon the application of Mr John James
Jones to receive the degrees of Masonry in this
Lodge (or) (upon the application of Brother
John James Jones for affiliation with this
Lodge). Remember that balls elect and cubes
reject. Be careful how you vote (Secretary leads
the line Jumior Deacon 1s last to vote )

Have all the brethren of ... Lodge
No. ... . voted? If so, I declare the ballot
cIosed (Gavel) (Deacon returns ballot box
to Jumior and Senior Wardens for their in-
spection, then stands at north side of altar while
Wardens report. Deacon then returns ballot box
to Master Master rises, receives ballot box,
examines it and proceeds as follows.)
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If favorable, Master says: Brethren, you have
elected Mr. John James Jones to receive the
degrees of Masonry in this Lodge (or) (you
have elected Brother John James Jones to
rmembership in this Lodge by affiliation).
(Gavel, Master destroys ballot )

If unfavorable, Master says: Brethren, you
have rejected the application of Mr. (or)
(Brother) John James Jones to become a
member of this Lodge.

(If only one cube appears,)

Master, without declaring result, says*

Brethren: To correct a possible mistake, we
will again ballot upon the application of Mr
John James Jones to receive the degrees of
Masonry 1n this Lodge (or) (upon the appli-
cation of Brother John James Jones for affilia-
tion with this Lodge). (From this point pro-
ceed exactly as above directed for balloting )

(4) RECEPTION OF APPLICATIONS
(5) MISCELLANBOUS AND UNFINISHED
BUSINESS.

(a) Reports of Special Committees.
(b) Bills and Communications.
(c) New Business.
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(6) CONFERRING OF DEGREES

TEST OATH.

S in the presence of God
and these witnesses, do hereby and hereon,
solemnly and sincerely swear that I am a Master
Mason 1n good standing. So help me God

PRAYER AT OPENING

Great Architect of the Universe! In Thy
name we have assembled and in Thy name we
desire to proceed in all our doings Grant
that the sublime principles of Freemasoniy
may so subdue every discordant passion within
us, so harmonize and enrich our hearts with
Thine own love and goodness, that the Lodge
at this time may humbly reflect that order and
beauty which reign forever before Thy throne
Amen.

Response. So mote it be!
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ALTERNATE PRAYER.

Supreme Ruler of the Universe! We rev-
erently invoke Thy blessing at this time. Wil
Thou be pleased to grant that this meeting,
thus begun in order, may be conducted in
peace and closed in harmony. Amen.

Response.  So mote it be!

PRAYER AT CLOSING.

Supreme Grand Master! Ruler of Heaven
snd Iarth! Now that we are about to sep-
arate and return to our respective places of
abode, wilt Thou be pleased so to influence
our hearts and minds that we may each one
of us practice out of the Lodge those great
moral duties which are inculcated 1n it, and
with reverence study and obey the laws which
"Thou hast given us in Thy Holy Word. Amen.

Response.  So mote it be!

BENEDICTION,

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us
and all regular Masons! May Brotherly Love
prevail, and every moral and social virtue
cement us! Amen,

Response. So mote it be!
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RECITATION OF DUTIES IS
MANDATORY AT
OPENING AND CLOSING
JUNIOR DEACON'S DUTY.

Junior Deacon — To carry messages from
the Senior Warden in the West to the Junior
in the South, and elsewhere about the Lodge
as directed; attend to all alarms at the door,
and see the Lodge duly tiled.

SENIOR DEACON'S DUTY.

Senior Deacon— To carry orders from the
Worshipful Master in the East to the Senior
Warden in the West, and elsewhere about
the Lodge as required; attend to all alarms
at the door of the preparation room, receive
and conduct candidates, introduce and accom-
modate visiting brethren.

SECRETARY'S DUTY.

Secretary — To observe the will and pleas-
ure of the Worshipful Master, keep a faith.
ful record of all things proper to be written,
transmit a copy of the same to the Grand
Lodge when required, receive all moneys from
the brethren, pay the same to the Treasurer,
and take his receipt therefor.

TREASURER'S DUTY.

Treasurer — To receive all money from the
Secretary, keep a just and accurate account
thereof, and pay the same out by order of the
Worshipful Master, with the consent of the
Lodge.
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MARSHAL'S INTERROGATIONS.

Mr. o Before you can be
initiated an Entered Apprentice Mason 1t will
be necessary for you to answer in a satsfac-
tory manner the following questions.

I. Do you seriously declare, upon your
honor, that unbiased by friends and unin-
fluenced by mercenary motives, you freely and
voluntarily offer yourself as a candidate for
the mysterics of Masonry?

II, Do you seriously declare, upon your
honor, that you are prompted to solicit the
privileges of Masonry by a favorable opinion
conceived of the Insututton, .a desire for
kuowledge, and a sincere wish to be service-
able to your fellow creatures?

I1I. Do you seriously declare, upon your
honor, that you will cheerfully conform to
al)l the ancient established usages and cus-
1oms of the Fratetniry?

As you have answered these questions sat-
{sfactorily, I will now leave you in the charge
of these gentlemen, who will prepare you to
receive the First Degree of Masonry It will
be necessary for you to be divested of all min-
erals and metals, and so much of your clothing
that you will be neither naked nor clad, bare-
foot not shod Satisfactory reasons will be
given you for these and all things else re-
quired of you. For the present 1t is sufficient
to say that you will be asked to submu to
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nothing except that to which all persons who
have preceded you have been required to
submit.

CONGRATULATIONS

Brother ........ oo oo e , I congratulate
you on your becoming a Master Mason, and
as such I commend you to the kind care, love
and protection of all Master Masons whither-
soever dispersed.

The eyes of the Fraternity ate now upon
you; be just, be faithful, be true, and con.
vince the world, by your acts, that on be
coming a Master Mason you have become a
better man; retain, we entreat you, that good
ness of heart, that putity of intention and
that love of vittue, of which we think you
now possessed, and of which this spotless
vestment wherewith you are now girded, is
at once the emblem, the badge and the reward.
Nothing now remains to constitute you a
member of .. i e Lodge,
No. .... ......., Free and Accepted Masons of the
State of California but to approach our Sec-
retary’s table and there sign its by-laws, which
will subject you to its burdens and its re-
sponsibilities, as well as enticle you to its ben-
efits and its privileges.
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RECEPTION OF THE FLAG OF OUR
COUNTRY.

Resolved, That the Flag of our Country be displayed
at all communicadons of Grand Lodge and carried on
all ceremonial occasions except at funerals; and that
the flag be displayed at al] meetings of our Lodges. At
the annual election of officers and at such other meet-
ibgs as may be deemed desirable by the Master, the
flag shall be formally presented at the Altar by the
Masshal and received in the manner prescribed by the
CQOrand Lecturer. (1927, p. 473.)

After the Lodge has been opened, Master
#ys: Brother Marshal, you will retire and pre-
sant the Flag of our Country.

Marshal rises, makes sign and goes to the
Altar, As Marshal turns to go to Altar, Deacons
tlae, tuke rods, and go to Altar, arriving at the
same time as Marshal, All make sign, about
face and walk abreast to the Tiler’s door. Mar-
shal opens door, goes out and closes door. Se-
nlor Deacon takes place on north side and Ju-
nlor Deacon on south side of door, facing East.
Tiler presents flag to Marshal and opens door
for Marshal to re-enter. (The flag should be
borne by the Marshal at a perpendicular carry,
right hand over left.) As flag is brought into
Lodge, Master rises, calls up the Lodge and re-
moves his hat with his right hand, holding hat
at the left shoulder, the hand being over the
heart Brethren stand erect facing flag and place
right hand over heart as Master places hat at
his shoulder. Master and Brethren, (except
Marshal and Deacons), remain with right hand
over heart until flag is placed in its stand.
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The Marshal with flag, and the Deacons with
cap insignia of their rods interlaced behind the flag
and over the Marshal, march directly abreast to the
Alar

Marshal then says “Worshipful Master, | have
the honor to present the Flag of our Country "

The Master then says ‘‘The Brethren will
kindly repeat with me ‘The Pledge of Allegiance’ to
the Flag of our Country ‘I pledge allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America, and to the
Republic for which 1t stands, one nation undet
God, indivistble, with liberty and jusuce for all” ™

W. M. — Brother Marshal, you will escort
“The Flag of Our County” to its proper place
1n the East. (This place should be on the right
of the Master.) A silent count of 8 is utilized
to permit Deacons to unlace rods and come to
Flag salute before Marshal moves off toward
Fast.) After the word '‘East,” Deacons unlace
and bring rods directly to carry position on
count of 1, step back one step with right foot,
(2) Take one step back with left foot; (3)
bring right foot in line with left; (4) ground
rod; (5) without removing butt of rod from
floor, move rod diagonally across body, placing
it in left hand; (6) ground right hand at right
side; (7) then place right hand over heart in
Pledge position; (8) Marshal, who has also
silently counted 8, then takes flag up to East via
north side of Altar and places it in stand pro-
vided. Marshal steps back one step, places right
hand over heart for an 1nstant, then drops hand
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to side; Master puts on hat, and brethren lower
right hands to side. Deacons return rods to
right hand, normal position, Marshal then re-
turns to the Altar and stands between Deacons,
then all three break at once. When Marshal
and Deacons atrive at their places, Master seats
Lodge.

RETIREMENT OF THE FLAG OF OUR

s . o COUNTRY.
etirement o e is entirely optional to the
Master (action of Granag Lodge, October 1974), If
g;gn 1Isedre§md, ;mg(xlng is opu‘;%al (o‘fﬂmetia, Star

g anoer). ecommendation Grand -
turer, Grand Lodge, October 1974.) Lec

At the closing ceremony, after the Master has
called up the Lodge, he says:

“Brother Marshal, you will retire the Flag
of Our Country.”

Marshal, when spoken to, makes sign to
Master, then goes to the Altar simulraneously
with the Deacons, all three arriving at the Altar
at the same time. Marshal then goes to the East,
one step back from the Flag, and places right
hand over heart. Master takes off his hat with
right hand, holding it at left shoulder, the hand
being over the heart. Brethren (except Marshal
and Deacons) stand erect and place hand over
heart as Master places hat at his shoulder. Dea-
cons at the same time drop rods diagonally
across body to left hands without removing
buti of rod from the floor and place right hands
over heart. (All except Marshal and Deacons
retain this position until Flag is passed through
the door to the Tiler.) Marshal drops hand and
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takes Flag, goes to the Altar and stands between
the Deacons.

The Mastet then says: ““The Brethren will
join in singing one verse of ‘America’” (or)
“The Brethren will join in singing one verse of
“The StarSpangled Banper’” (The verse is
then sung.) (The verse of "The Star-Spangled
Banner” should be sung only where there is
musical accompaniment. )

Master then says: “Brother Marshal, you will
requrn the Flag of our Country to its proper
custodian.”

Deacons return rods to right hands, normal
position. Marshal and Deacons, with rods trail-
ing, then about face. Deacons ground rods, then
interlace rod insignia over Marshal and behind
the flag. They can walk directly abreast to the
Tiler's door. Tiler receives the flag at the door
and returns flag to its storage place. Marshal
closes door. Marshal and Deacons return to
Altar, ground rods, then all three break at once
and return to their places.

CALLING FROM ONE DEGREE TO
ANOTHER.

CALLING DOWN.

Master — I now declate this Lodge of Mas-
ter Masons (or) (Fellow Craft Masons) to be
at refreshment and labor resumed on the Sec-
ond Degree of Masonry (or) (First Degree of
Masonry) for the purpose of examination
Brother Senior Deacon (sign), artange the Al-
tar Brother Junior Deacon (sign), nform the
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Tiler that the Lodge 15 now at labor on the
Second Degree of Masonry (or) (First Degree
of Masonry) for the purpose of examination
and admtt the Candidate

. Junior Deacon — Brother Tiler, the Lodge
is now at labor on the Second Degree of Ma-
sonry (or) (First Degree of Masonry) for
the purpose of examination. Admit the can-
didate. (Iz is permissible to call down from
third degree dwectly to first degree.)

CALLING BACK

Master — 1 now declare this Lodge of Mas-
ter Masons (or) (Fellow Craft Masons) to be
called from refreshment to labor on the Third
Degree of Masonry (or) (Second Degree of
Masonry), Brother Senior Deacon, arrange the
Altar Brother Junior Deacon, tnform che Tiler
that the Lodge 1s now at labor on the Third
Degree of Masomiy (or) (Second Degree of
Masonty)

. Junior Deacon — Brother Tiler, the Lodge
is now at labor on the Third Degree of Ma-
soary (or) (Second Degree of Masonry).

Deacons carry their rods and give the sign
of the degree in which the Master declares
the Lodge to be at labor.

RECEPTION OF GRAND LODGE
OFFICERS.

Tiler gives alarm at door when Grand Lodge
Officer is ready.
Jr. D. Worshipful Master, there is an alarm
at the door.
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W.M. Brother Junior Deacon, ascertain the
cause of otl;e alarm. 4 bat does mot
. D. Takes rod, opens door but
Jr leave room and asks, “Who comes
here?” ol
i **The Most Worshipful ...... .. BN
Tiler Grand Master of Masons in California,
desires admission.
Jr. D. Closes door, reports from in front of the
door, says: “Worshipful Master, (gives
sign) **The Most Worshipful ............

W. M. Brother Marshal, you will retire and
conduct the **Grand Master to a seat
in the Lodge. )

Marshal picks up baton and retires in usual
manner. (Movements of Deacons and Marshal
are same as in flag ceremony.) Deacons take
position inside door, face East and ground rods.

(Senior Deacon on North side.) Marshal opens

door, walks on South side of Grand Officer,

moving around and behind him, he takes a po-
sition at the Grand Officer’s left side. (Marshal
changes baton from his right hand to his left
while moving behind Grand Officer.) Marshal
grasps left arm of the Grand Officer and escorts
him to a position between the Deacons. As the

Deacons interlace rods over the Grand Oiﬁcer,

the Master calls up the Lodge and says, “To-

gether, Brethren ” All go on First Degree sign
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1n unuson Second Degree sign 1s given 1n uni-
son as Grand Officer approaches Altar, and last
sign 1s given 1n unison with the Grand Officer
at the Altar

Marshal then says: “Worshipful Master, I
have the honor to present the * *Most Worship-
ful e, , Grand Master of Masons
in California.”

Master makes address of welcome, then says
“Brother Marshal, you will conduct the
**Grand Master to a seat in the East” After
the word "East” the Deacons immediately take
down rods and step back two paces As Dea-
cons ground rods, the Marshal escorts the
Grand Officer to the East via North side of Al-
tar, waits for him to turn about, bows to him
and returns to the Altar. (Marshal changes
baton back to right hand as he breaks toward
Altar ) Marshal pauses momentartly berween
Deacons, then all three break at once and re-
turn to cheir stations

Master then surrenders gavel to the Grand
Lodge Officer with appropriate words. When
gavel 15 1eturned, Master seats the Lodge.

**Should be changed for other officers, e. g.,
The Right Worshipful ... ... eeereeeeeeeeeearen- ,
Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge

of California, desires admission.

("Of the Grand Lodge of California™ is
used as to all Grand Lodge Officers, except
the Grand Master who 1s described as: “Grand
Master of Masons 1n California.”)
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Titles and addresses of Grand Lodge Officers
are.

Grand Master } .
Past Grand Masters Most Worshipful

Deputy Grand Master

Senior Grand Warden Right Worshipful
Jumor Grand Warden

Grand Treasurer .
Grand Secretaty Very Worshipful

Grand Lecturer

Grand Chaplain Very Reverend

Inspectors® The Worshipful ... coiiorons connee ,
Inspector of the .....cocees veee vemens
Masonic District, desires admission.

Note: The ptivate Grand Honors are to be
given only to the Grand Master, the Iaspector
of the District on official visits, or to a Grand
Lodge Officer making a visitation to a Lodge
by direction of, and as representative of, the
Grand Master.

The hisung of Lodge Officers’ names 1n tres-
tleboards, programs or publicauons should be
1n the following order of rank: Master, Senior
Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Secretary,
Chaplain, Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon, Mar-
shal, Sentor Steward, Junior Steward, Organist
and Tiler

When addressing mail, Masonic titles
should not be used on the face of the envelope
A letter to the Grand Master, for example,
should show his utle, but the envelope 1self
should be addressed as Mr .
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ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Someume before the meeting for the Annual
Election of Officers, each Master should review
complerely, those sections of the California Ma-
sonic Code which relate to the election, ballot-
ing, etc He should notify all members of his
Lodge that they must be 1n good standing in
the Lodge to be permitted to vote 1n the elec-
tion of Officers This may be done by giving
written notice 1n the Lodge Trestleboard.

The sections for review are —2500—Elec-
uon, 2502—Special elecuon of Masters and
Watdens, 2504~—Qualifications of voters and
Officers, 2506—Ineligibility removed, 2534—
Deciding vote, 2060—Duisplay of Flag and
2044—Manner of votmg—gallot defined.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Before opening the meeting to nominations,
the Master should determine if there is a vist-
tor present who will relieve the Tiler in order
that he may vote,

The Master shall also appoint three brothers
to serve as tellers for the election A table with
three chairs should be set up 1n the South-East
corner of the Lodge for the Tellers' use

The Secretary should have available on his
desk, sufficient slips of paper for ballots, and
pencils or pens for the use of members in
voting,

PROCEDURE FOR NOMINATIONS
AND BALLOTING

MASTER—Brethren, the hour has arrived for
the Annual Election of Officers. Nominations
are now open for the office of Master
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MEMBER — Worshipful Master, I wish to
place in nominauon, the name of Brother
e ime s e ... .to serve as Master for the
ensuing Masonic year,

Note. A brief nominating speech 1s proper
but not required A nom:nation 1s not a proper
motion and does not therefore, require a sec-
ond.

Upon receiving a nomination, the Master
shall repeat THREE TIMES, “Are there any
other nomunations?”

If there are no other nominations, the
Brother who made the nomination (or another
Brother) shall then rise and make the follow-
sng motion “Worshipful Master, [ move that
the Secretary (or another Brother) be 1n-
structed 1o cast the unanimous ballot of this
Lodge for Brother .. ... . ........ ... toserve
as Master for the ensuing Masonic year.”

Note The foregoing 1s a proper motion
and DOES require a second

MEMBER—Worshipful Master, I second the
Motton

MASTER—Brethren 1t has been regularly
moved and seconded that the Secretary (or an-
other Brother) be instructed to cast the unan-
1mous ballot of this Lodge for Brother ... ... ..
. .. . to serve as Master for the ensuing
Masonic year Are you ready for the question?
(question 1s called for) All those 1n favor of
the motion say AYE Those opposed, NO (If
the vote 1s unanimous the Master shall stage,
“The vote 1s unanimous, the motion 1s carried ”
If the vote 1s not unanimous, election shall be
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by written ballot with a majority of all votes
cast necessary for election )

MASTER — Brother Secretary (or another
Brother), you will cast the unanimous ballot
of this Lodge for Brother .. .. .. .. . ...
to serve as Master for the ensming Masonic year,
(The Secretary will then write out the ballot
and present 1t ro the tellers )

TELLER — Worshipful Master, the unani-
mous ballot of this Lodge has been cast for
Biother ... . .. . . to serve as Master
for the ensuing Masonic year

MASTER—DBrother [P , you
have been elected to serve as Master of this
Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, Will you
serve? If answered 1n the affirmative the Mas-
ter shall then state “1 hereby declare you
elected ” (Master then raps gavel )

The same procedure s then used to elect the
Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer,
Secretary and 1f you have them, the Trustees

In the election of the Secretary, if the motion
1s made and carried that the unanimous ballor
of the Lodge be cast, such ballot should be cast
by the Treasurer or some other Brother.

In the event that more than one name should
be placed 1n nominanon for any elective Office
afrer determining that there are no other nomi.
nauons, the Master shall then instruce the
Brethren to mark their ballots with the name
of their choice and fold the ballot. The tellers
will then collect all ballots and conduct the
count.

63



When any one of the nominees 1s found to
have received a majority of the total ballots
cast, the Tellers shall then report the actual
count to the Master The Master shall report
the ballot count to the Brethten and then ask
the Brother who 1eceived the majority of the
vote 1if he will serve.

If the Brother answers 1n the affirmative, the
Master shall then declare him elected* and
sound the gavel If che Brother answers in the
negative, the balloting should be repeated until
someone s selected who 1s willing to serve.

Masonic Ode Third Degree

Dirge Pleyel’'s Hymn
Sol - emn  strikes the fun - 'ral  chime,
Notes of our de - part - ing  time;
As we jour - ney here be - low,

Through a pil - grim - age of woe.

Mor - tals, now in - dulge a tear,
For mor - tal - i- ty is here;
See, how wide her tro - phies wave,
Q'er the slum - bers of the grave

Lord of all be - low, a - bove,
Fill our heaits with truth and love;
As  dis - solves our earth - ly tie
Take wus to Thy Lodge on high.
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