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1
FIRST DEGREE.

PRAYER AT INITIATION.
vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father of

the Universe, to this, our present convention,
and grant that this candidate for Free-
masonry may dedicateand devote his life to
Thy service, and become a true and faithful
brother among us Endue him with a com-
petencyof Thy Divine Wisdom, that by the
influence of the pure principles of Free-
masonry,hemay the better be enabledto dis-
play the beautiesof holiness,to the honor of
Thy Holy Name Amen

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethrento dwell togetherin unity’

“It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aarons beard that went down to the skiits
of his garments,

~As the dew of Herman, and as the dew
that descendedupon the mountainsof Zion~
for there the Lord commandedthe blessing,
even life for evermore.” (Psa. 133 1-3)

CREATION.
“In the beginning God created the heaven

and the earth And the earth was without
form, and void; and darknesswas upon the

3
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FIRST DEGREE.

faceof the deep And thespirit of Godmoved
upon the face of the waters, And God said,
‘Let there be light’; and there was light”
(Ge,s. 1-1-3)

THE LAMBSKIN APRON.

It is an emblemof innocenceand the badge
of a Mason. More ancient than the Golden
Fleece or the Roman Eagle, more honorable
than the Star or Garter, or any distinction
that can be conferredupon you, at this or any
future period, by king, prince, potentate,or
any othes peison,and which is is hoped that
you will wear with pleasure to yourself and
honor to the Fraternity.

THE TWENTY-FOUR INCH GAUGE

is an instrument made use of by operative
Masons to measureand lay out theii work.
But we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are
taught to make use of it for the more noble
and glorious purpose of dividing our time.
It, being divided into twenty-four equal
parts, is emblematicof the twenty-four hours
of the day, which we ale taught to divide
into three parts, wheieby we find a part for
the service of God and a distressedworthy
brother, a part for our usual vocations; and
a part for refreshmentand repose.

FIRST DEGREE.

THE COMMON GAVEL

is an instrument used by operative Masons
to break off the rough and superfluousparts
of stones, the better to fit them for the
builder’s use. But we, as Free and Accepted
Masons,are taught to make use of it for the
more noble and glorious purposeof divesting
our hearts and consciences of all the vices
and superfluities of life; thereby fitting our
minds as living stonesfor that spiritual build-
ing, that housenot made with hands, ciernal
in the heavens.

THE BADGE OF A MASON.

The Lamb, in all ages,hasbeendeemedan
emblem of innocence. He, therefore, who
wears the lambskin as the badge of a Mason,
is continually reminded of that purity of life
and conduct so essentially necessaiy to his
gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architect of the
Universe presides [The Lecture may be
deliveredin long or short form.]

4
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FIRST DEGREE.

In the third section we receive instruction
relativeto theForm.Suports,Covering,Furniture.
Ornaments,Lights,andJewelsof aLodge,howit is
situated,andto whom dedicated

The explanationof theseis to be found in the
Monitor which hasbeen adoptedby the fraternity as a
text book, andwith which isishopedthat you will soon
makeyourself familiar

A Lodge is a certain number of brethren duly
assembled,with a Holy Bible, a SquareandCom-
pass,and a Charteror Dispensationauthorizing
them to meet

A Charteris an instrumentemanatingfrom a
GrandLodge,and, in this Jurisdiction,signedby
theGrandMasterandGrandSecretary,authorizing
certain brethern therein named,when duly as-
sembled,to Initiate, Pass,and Raiseall good men
andtrue whomayapplyfor thepurposeandwhom
the~~ ma~ find worthy A Dispensationis a like
instrument,issuedby theGrandMasterduringthe
recessof the GrandLodge, which for a limited
period,conferssimilar powers

Our ancientbrethrenassembledon thehighest
hills and in thelowestvales, thebetterto observe
theapproachof cowansandeavesdroppers

The Form of a Lodge is oblong It extends
Irom East to West and ftom North to South,

6

PIRST DEGREE.

and it is said to be thus extensive to denote
the universality of Masonry and to teach us
that a MasOn’s charity should be equally ex-
tensive; for in every country and in every
clime ateMasons to be found.

A Lodge is metaphorically said to be sup
pofted by three gteat pillars, denominated
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty; it being
necessary that there should be wisdom to
contrive, strength to support, and beauty to
adorn all great and important undertalti ngs.
These pillats are represented in the Lodge by
the Worshipful Master, the Senior and Junior
Wardens.

The Coverang of a Lodge is no less than
the clouded canopy or star-decked heaven
where all good Masons hope at last to arrive
by aid of that theological ladder which Jacob,
in his vision, saw, reaching horn earth to
heaven, the three principal rounds of which
are denominated Faith, Hope, and Charity,
which admonish us to have faith in God, hope
of immortality, and charity for all mankind.
The greatest of these is Charity; for our
Faith may be lost in sight, Hope ends in fru-
ition, but Charity extends beyond the grave.
through the boundlessrealm of eternity.

Every regular Lodge is fufnushed with a

Holy Bible, Square, and Compass.

7
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FIRST DEGREE.

The Holy Bible is dedicated to God, it
being His inestimablegift to man as the rule
and guide of his faith, • ; the Square
to theMaster, becauseit is the properMasonic
emblem of his office; and the Compass to
the Craft, for, by due attention to its use,
we are taught to circumscribeour desiresand
keep our passions within due bounds toward
all mankind.

The Ortiaments of a Lodge are the Mosaic
Pavement,the Indented Tessel, and the Blaz-
ing Star. The Mosaic Pavement is a rep-
resentation of the ground floor of King
Solomons Temple, and is emblematicof hu-
man life, checkeredwith good and evil The
Indented Tessel is a representationof the
beautiful tessellatedborder or skirting which
surroundedthe pavement,and is emblematic
of the manifold blessingsand comforts which
surround us, and which we hope to enjoy by
a faithful reliance upon Divine Providence,
hieroglyphically representedby the Blazing
Starin thecenter.

The Lights of a Lodge are three, situated
in the East. West, and South. As you may
observe,there is none in the North, because

8

FIRST DEGREE.

King Solomon’s Temple, of which every
Lodge is a representation, was situated so
far north of the ediptic that neither the sun
nor moon, at meridian height, could dart its
rays into the notth pareof the building. The
North, therefore, among Masons, has always
beentermeda placeof darkness.

The )eweir of a Lodge are six: three im-
movable, and three movable. The Immovable
Jewels are the Square, the Level, and the
Plumb; and they are teimed immovable be-
causethey are the jewels of the three princi-
pal officers of the Lodge, the Worshipful
Master, the Senior and Junior Wardens,who
are always stationed in the East, West, and
South.The Squaredenotesmorality, theLevel
equality,and the Plumb rectitudeof life.

The Movable Jewels are the Rough Ash-
lar, the Perfect Ashlar, and the Trestle
Board. The Rough Ashlar is a stone as
taken from the quarry in its rude and natural
state. The Perfect Ashlar is a stone made
ready by the hands of the workman, to be
adjusted by the wotking-tools of the Fellow
Craft. The Trestle Board is for the Master
Workmanto drawhis designsupon.

By the Rough Ashlar we are reminded of

9
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FIEST DEGREE.

our rude and imperfect stare by nature; by
the Perfect Ashlar, oi that stare of perfec-
tion at which we hopeto arrive by a virtuous
education,our own endeavors,and the bless-
ing of God; and by theTrestle Board we are
reminded that, as the operative workman
erects his temporal building agreeablyto the
rules and designs laid down by the Master
on his Trestle Board, so should we, both op-
erativeand speculative,endeavorto erect our
spiritual building agreeably to the rules and
designs laid down by the SupremeArchitect
of the Universe in the great book of nature
and revelation,which is our spiritual, moral.
andMasonicTrestleBoard

Lodges are situated due East and West
becauseMoses,after having been instrumen-
tal in conducting the children of Israel
through the Red Sea when pursued by
Pharoah and his hosts, by divine command
erected a tabernacle which he placed due
East and West, to commemoratethe mighty
east wind by which their miraculous deliv-
erancewas wrought. This tabernaclewas an
exact model for King Solomon’sTemple, for
which reason all Masonic Lodges are, or
shouldbe, situateddueEastandWest.

Lodges were anciently dedicated to King

Solomon, as it is said that he was our first

10

FIRST DEGREE.

Most Excellent Grand Master. Lodges at
the present time are dedicated to Saint John
the Baptist and Saint John the Evangelist,
who were two eminent patronsof Masonry,
and since their time there is, or should be,
representedin every regular Lodge a certain
point within a circle, the point representing
an individual brother, and the circle the
boundary line of his conduct, beyond which
he should never suffer his passions,his prej-
udices or his interests to betray him This
cirde is supported by two perpendicular
parallel lines, representing Saint John the
Baptist and Saint John the Evangelist, and
on its top rest the Holy Writings In tracing
its circumferencewe necessarilytouch upon
the parallel lines and also upon the Holy
Bible; and while a Mason keeps himself thus
circumscribed, it is impossible that he can
maretiallyerr

The three principal tenetsof Masonry are
BrotherlyLove, Relief, andTruth

BROTHERLY LOVE.

By the exerciseof Brotherly Love we are
taught to regard the whole human speciesas
one family, the high and the low, the rich
and the poor, who, as created by one Al-

11
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FIRST DEGREE.

mighty Parent, and inhabitants of the same
planet, are to aid, support and protect each
other. On this principle Masonry unites men
of every country, sect and opinion; and
causestrue friendship to exist among those
who might otherwise have remained at a
perpetualdistance.

RELIEP.

To relieve the distressedis a duty incum-
bent on all men, but particularly on Masons,
who are linked togethet by an indissoluble
chain of sincere affection. To soothe the un-
happy, to sympathizewith their misfortunes,
to compassionatetheir miseries, and to re-
store peace to their troubled minds, is the
great aim we have in view. On this basiswe
form our friendships and establish our con- I
nections.

TRUTH.

Truth is a divine attribute and the founda-
tion of every viitue To be good and true is
the first lesson we are taught in Masonry.
On this theme we contemplate,and by its
dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct.
Hence, while influenced by this principle,
hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us,

12

FIRST DEGREE.

sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us,
and with heart and tongue we join in pro-
moting each other’s welfare and rejoicing in
eachother’s prosperity.

TEMPERANCE, FORTITUDE, PRU-

DENCE, AND JUSTICE

TEMPERANCE

is that due restraint upon the affections and
passions which renders the body tame and
governable, and fiees the mind from the
alluremenesof vice. This virtue should be
your constant practice, as you are thereby
taught to avoid excessor the contractingof
any licentious or vicious habits, the indul-
gence in which might lead you to disclose
some of those valuable secrets which you
have promised to conceal and never reveal,
which would consequentlysublect you to the
contemptand detestationof all good Masons,

13
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FIRST DEGREE.

FORTITUDE

is that noble and steadypurposeof the mind
wherebywe are enabledto undergoany pain,
peril, or danger, when piudentially deemed
e2tpedient.This virtue is equally distant from
rashnessand cowardice,and, like the lormer
virtue, should be deeply impressedupon your
mind, as a safeguardor security againstany
illegal attempt which may be made, by force
os otherwise, to extort from you any of those
valuable secrets wish which you have been
so solemnly intrusred, and which was em-
blematicallyrepresentedon your first admission
into the lodge, ~

PRUDENCE

teachesus to regulate our lives and actions
agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is
that faculty by which we wisely judge and
prudentially determineon all things relative
to our presenr, as well as our future happi-
ness This virtue should be your peculiar
characteristic, not only for the government
of your conduct while in sheLodge, but also
when abroad in the world. You should be
particularly careful, in all strange and mixed
companies,never to let fall the least sign,
solsen, or word, whereby the secretsof Free-
masonry might be unlawfully obtained;

FIRST DEGREE.

JUSTICE

is that standardor boundary of right which
enablesus to renderunto every man his lust
due, without distinction. This virtue is not
only consistent with divine and human laws,
but is the very cement and support of civil
society; and, as justice in a great measuie
constitutes the really good man, so should it
be your invariable practice never to deviate
from the minutest principles thereof;

CHARGE.

MY BROTHER -—Having passedthroughthe
ceremonies of your initiation, allow me so
congratulateyou on your admission into our
ancient and honorable Fraternity. Ancient,
as having existed from time immemorial;
and honorable,as tending to make all men
so who are strictly obedient to its precepts.
It is an institution having for its foundation
the practice of the social and moral virtues;
and, so so high an eminencehas its credit
been advanced,that, in every age and country,
men preeminentfor their moral and intellec-
tual attainmentshave encouragedand pro-
moted its interests.Nor has it been thought

14
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FIRST DEGREE.

derogatory to their dignity that monarchs
have, for a season,exchangedthe scepterfor
the trowel, to patronize our mysteries and
join in our assemblies.

As a Mason,you are to regardthe volume
of the Sacred Law as the great light in your
profession; to consider it as the unerring
standardof truth and justice; and to regulate
your actionsby the divine preceptsit contains.
In it you will learn the important duties
which you owe to God, your neighbor, and
yourself. To God, by never mentioning Has
name but with that awe and reverencewhich
are due from the creatureto his Creator; by
imploring His aid in all your lawful under-
takings; and by looking up to Him in every
emergencyfor comfort and support, To your
tzeighhor, by acting with him upon the
Square, by rendering him every kind office
which justice or mercy may require; by re-
lieving his distressesand soothing his afflic-
tions; and by doing to him as, in similar
cases,you would that he should do unto you.
And to yourself, by sucha prudentand well-
regulated course of discipline as may best
conduceto the preservationof your corporeal
and mental faculties in their fullest energy;
thereby enabling you to exert the talents
wherewith God has blest you, as well to His

16
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glory as to the welfare of your fellow-
cieatures.

As a Citizen, you are enjoined to be ex-
emplary in the dischargeof your civil duties,
by never proposing or countenancingany act
which may have a tendency to subvert the
peace and good order of society, by paying
due obedienceto the laws under whose pro-
tection you live; and by never losing sight of
theallegiancedueto your country.

As an Individual, you are charged to prac-
tice the domestic and public virtues. Let
Temperancechasten, Fortitude support, and
Prudence direct you, and let Justice be the
guide of all your actions. Be especiallycare-
ful to maintain, in their fullest splendor,those
truly Masonic ornaments— Brotherly Love,
ReliefandTruth.

Finally: Be faithful to the trust committed
to your care, and manifest your fidelity to
your principles by a strict observanceof the
Constitutions of the Fraternity, by adhering
to the Ancient Landmarks thereof; and by
refusing to recommendany one to a partici-
pation in our privileges, unless you have
strong reasons to believe that, by a similar
fidelity, he will ultimately reflect honor on
our ancient Institution
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SECOND DEGREE.

“Though I speak with the tonguesof men
and of angels, and have not charity, I am
becomeas sounding brass, or a tinkling cym-
bal.

“And though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understandall mysteries,and all knowl-
edge, and though I have all faith, so that I
could removemountains,and have not charity,
I am nothing.

“And though I bestowall my goods to feed
the poor, and though I give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth mc
nothing

‘Charity suffereth long, and is kind; char-
ity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself,
is not puffed up, doth not behave itself un-
seemly,seekethnot her own, is not easily pro-
yoked, thinlieth no evil; rejoicech not in in-
iquity, but iejoiceth in the truth; beareth all
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endurethall things.

“And now abidethfaith, hope,charity, these
three; but the greatestof these is charity.”
(1st Cor. 13:1-7ai’id 13)

I
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SECOND DEGREE.

THE WORKING TOOLS.

PLUMB, SQUARE, AND LEVEL

The PLUMB is an instiumensmade use of
by operative Masons to try perpendiculars,
the SQUARE, to square their work; and the
LEVEL, to prove horizontals, but we, as Free
and Accepted Masons,are taughtto make use
of them for more noble and glorious pur-
poses. The PLUMB admonishesus to walk
uprightly in our several stations before God
and man, squaringour actions by the Square
of virtue, and ever rememberingthat we are
traveling upon the Level of time to “that un-
discovered country from whose bourn no
traveler returns.”

OPERATIVE MASONRY

By Operative Masonry we allude to a
proper application of the useful rules of
architecture, whence a structure will derive
~lgure, strength,and beauty, and from which
will result a due proportion and just cor-
respondencein all its parts. It furnishes us
with dwellings and convenient shelters from
the vicissitudes and inclemenciesof the sea-
sons; and, while it displays the effects of
human wisdom, as well in the choice as in
the arrangementof the several materials of

19
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SECOND DEGREE.

which an edifice is composed,it demonstrates
that a fund of science and industry is im-
planted in man for the best, most salutary,
and most beneficentpurposes.

SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

By SpeculativeMasonry we learn to subdue
the passions, act upon the Square, keep a
tongue of good report, maintain secrecy,and
practice chariry. It is so far interwoven with
religion as to lay us under obligations to
pay that rational homage to the Deity which
at once constitutes our duty and our happi-
ness It leads the contemplative Mason to
view with reverenceand admiration the glori-
ous works of the Creation, and inspires him
with the most exalted ideas of the perfections
of his Divine Creator. *

IN SIX DAYS

God created the heavenand the earth, and
rested on the seventh day. The seventh
therefore, our ancient brethren consecrated
as a day of rest from their labors; thereby
enjoying frequent opportunities ro contem-
plate the glorious works of the Creation, and
to adore their GreatCreator *

20
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THEUSE OF GLOBES.

Their principal use, besides serving as
maps to distinguish the outward parts of the
earth and the situation of the fixed stars, is
to illustiate and explain the phenomenaaris-
ing from the annual revolution of the earth
around the sun, and its diurnal rotation upon
its own axis They are valuable instruments
for improving the mind and giving it the
most distinct idea of any problem or proposi-
tion, as well as for enabling it to solve the
same Contemplatingthese bodies, we are in-
spiredwith a due reverencefor the Deity and
His works, and are induced to encouragethe
studies of astronomy, geography, navigation,
and the arts dependentupon them, by which
societyhasbeen so much benefited

ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE

By order in architecture is meant a sys-
tem of all the members, proportions, and
ornamentsof columns and pilasters;or. it is
a regulararrangementof the projecting parts
of a building, which, united with those of a
column, form a beautiful, perfect and com-
pletewhole.

21
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SECOND DEGREE.

OF ITS ANTIQUITY.

From the first formation of society, order
in architecture may be traced. When the
ligor of seasonsfirst obliged men to contrive
shelter fiom the indemency of the weather,
we learn that they first planted trees on end,
and then laid others acrossto support a cov-
ering. The bandswhich connectedthosetrees
at top and bottom are said to have given
rise to the idea of she base and capital of
pillars, and from this simple hint originally
proceeded the more improved art of archi-
recture.

The five Orders are thus classed the Tus-
can, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite

OF THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN
ARCHITECTURE

The ancient and original orders of archi-
tecture, esteemed by Masons, are no more
than three, the Doric, ionic and Corinthian,
which were invented by the Greeks. To
these the Romans added two, the Tuscan,
which they madeplainer than the Doric, and
the Composite, which was more ornamental,
if not more beautiful, than the Corinthian.
The first three orders alone, however, show
invention and particular character,and essen-
tially differ from each other, the two others

22
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having nothing but that which is borsowed,
and differing only accidentally. The Tuscan
is the Doric in its earliest state,and the Com-
posite is the Corinthian, enriched with the
Ionic. To the Greeks, therefore,and not to
the Romans, we are indebted for what is
great, judicious, and distinct in architecture.

THE FIVE SENSESOF HUMAN
NATURE

Hearing, Seeing, Feeling, Smelling, and
Tasting * * *

THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND
SCIENCES.

Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic,
Geometry,Music, and Astronomy *

‘•1
GEOMETRS

treats of the powers and properties of
magnitudes in ge-ocral, where length, bieadrh,
and thickness are- conside-reel from a point
to a line from a line to a ruperfi e anel from
a superfiec to a 1011(1

23
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SECOND DEGREE.

A point is the beginning of all geometrical
matter.

A line has length,without breadthor thick-
ness

A ruperlice has length and breadth,without
thickness.

A solid has length, breadth and thickness.

ADVANTAGES OF GEOMETRY

By this science the architect is enabledto
construct his plans and executehis designs,
the general, to airange his soldiers, the en-
gineer,to mark out groundsfor encampments;
the geographer,to give us the dimensionsof
the world and all things therein contained,to
delineate the extent of seas, and to specify
the divisions of empires,kingdoms, and prov-
inces. By it, also, the astronomeris enabled
to make his observations,and to fix the dura-
tion of times and seasons,years and cycles.
In fine, Geometryis the foundation of archi-
tecture and the root of mathematics.

MORAL ADVANTAGES OF
GEOMETRY.

* * * Geometry,the first and noblest of
sciences,and the basis upon which the super-
structure of Freemasonryis erected. By Ge-

I
SECOND DEGREE.

ometry we may curiously tracenaturethrough
her various windings to her most concealedre-
cesses. By it we discover the power, wisdom,
and goodnessof the Great Arrificer of the
Universe, and view with delight the propor-
tions which connectthis vastmachine. By it
we discover how the planetsmove in their
respective orbits, and demonstratetheir var-
ious revolutions. By it we account for the
return of seasons,and the variety of scenes
which each seasondisplays to the discerning
eye. Numberless worlds are around us, all
framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll
through the vast expanse, and are all con-
ductedby the sameunerring law of nature.

A survey of nature,and the observationof
her beautiful proportions, first determined
man to imitate the Divine plan, and to study
symmetry, and order. This gave rise to so-
cieties and birth to every useful art. The
architectbeganto design;and theplanswhich
he laid down, being improved by time and
experience,have produced works which are
the admiration of every age.

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of
ignorance,and the devastationsof war, have
laid wasteand destroyedmany valuablemonu-
mentsof antiquity on which the utmostexer-
tions of human genius were employed. Even
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SECOND DEGREE.

the Templeof Solomon,so spaciousand mag-
nificent, and constructedby so many celebrated
artists, escapednot the unsparingravages of
barbarousforce. Freemasonry,notwithstanding,
hasstill survived.The attentiveear teceivesthe
sound from the instructive tongue, and the
mysteriesof Masonry are safely lodged in the
repositoryof faithful hrearts. Tools and imple.
ments of architecturemost expressiveare se-
lected by the Fraternity to imprint upon the
memory wise and serious truths, and thus,
throughthe successionof ages,are transmitted
unimpaired the most excellent tenets of our
Institution.

26
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CHARGE.

MY BROTHER :—Being advancedto the Sec-
ond Degree of Freemasonry,I congratulate
you on your preferment.

Masonry is a progressive moral science,
divided into different degrees; and, as its
principles and mystic ceremonies are regu-
larly developedand illustrated, it is intended
and hoped that they will make a deep and
lasting impressionupon your mind.

It is unnecessaryto recapitulacethe duties
which as a Fellow Craft, you are bound to
discharge. Your general good reputation
affords satisfactory assurance that you will
not suffer any consideration to induce you
to act in a mannerunworthy of the respect-
able character which you now sustain; but
that, on the contraiy, ~,ou will ever display
the discretion, the virtue, and the dignity
which becomea worthy and exemplaryMason

Our laws and regulations you are stren-
uously to support, and be always ready to
assistin seeing them duly executed. You are
not to palliate nor aggravate the offensesof
your brethren, but in the decision of every
trespass againstour rules, you are to judge
with candor, admonish with friendship, and
repiehendwith justice.

27
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SECOND DEGREE.

The impressive ceremoniesof this degree
are calculatedto inculcate in the mind of the
novitiate the importanceof the study of the
Isbesal arts and sciences, especially of the
noble science of Geometry, which forms the
basis of Freemasonry,and which, being of a
divine and moral nature,is enriched with the
most useful knowledge; for, while it ptoves
the wonderful ptopettiesof nature, it demon-
stratesthe more important truths of morality.
To the study o~ Geometry,therefore, yout at-
tention is especiallydirected

Your past regular deportment and upright
conduct have merited the honor which we
have conferred. In your present character is
is expected that, at all our assemblies,you
will observe the solemnities of our cere-
monies, that you will preserve the ancient
usages and customs of the Fraternity sacred
and inviolate; and thus, by your example, in-
duce othersalso to hold them in due venera-
tion,

Such is the natureof your engagementsas
a Fellow Craft, and to a due observanceof
them you are bound by the strongestties of
fidelity and honor

28

THIRD DEGREE.

‘Remember now thy Creator in the days
of thy youth, while the evil days come not,
nor the yeatsdraw nigh, when thou shalt say,
I haveno pleasurein them, while the sun, or
the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not
darkened, nor the clouds retuin after the
rain in the day when the keepers of the
houseshall tremble,and the strong men shall
bow themselves,and the grinders cease be-
cause they are few, and those that look out
of the windows be darkened,and the doors
shall be shut in thestreets,when the sound of
the grinding is low, and he shall rise up as
the voice of the bird, and all the daughters
of music shall be brought low; also when
they shall be afraid of that which is high,
and fears shall be in the way, and the almond
tree shall flourish, and the grasshoppershall
be a burden, and desite shall fail because
man goethto his long home,and themourners
go about the street or ever the silver cord
be loosed,or the golden bowl be broken, ni
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the

heel broken at the cistern Then shall the
dust return to the earth as it was and the
spiiit shall return unto God who gave it
(Ecc. 12 1-7)
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THIRD DEGREE

PRAYER.

Almighty and Eternal God! Great Archi-
tect and Ruler of the Universe! At Whose
creative flat all things first were made’ We,
the frail creaturesof Thy Providence,hum-
bly imploreTheeto pour down upon this con-
vocation, assembledin Thy Holy Name, the
continual dew of Thy blessing And we es-
pecially beseechThee to impart Thy graceto
this, Thy setvant, who offers himself as a
candidate to partakewith us the mysterious
secretsof a Master Mason. Endue him with
such fortitude that, in the hour of tiial, he
faint not; but pass him safely, under Thy
protection, through the valley of the shadow
of death, that he may finally arise from the
tomb of transgressionand shine as the stars
for ever and ever! Amen.

All the implements of Masonry, but espe-
cially the Trowel.

THE TROWEL

is an instrument made use of by operative
Masons to spread the cement which unites
the building into one common mass; but we,
as Fxee and Accepted Masons, are taught to
make useof it for the more noble and glorious

30
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purposeof spreadingthe cement of brotherly
love andaffection; that cementwhich unites us
into one sacredbandor societyof friends and
brothers, among whom no contentionshould
ever exist, but that noble contention,or rathet
emulation, of who best can work and best
agree.

PRAYER

Thou, oh Godi knowest our downsirting
and our uprising, and understandestour
thoughtsafar off. Shield and defend us from
the evil intentions of our enemies, and sup-
port us under the trials and afflictions which
we are destined to endure while traveling
through this vale of tears “Man that is born
of a woman is of few days,andfull of trouble.
He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut
down: he fleesh also asa shadow,and continu-
eth not.” Seeingthat his daysare determined,
the numberof his monthsis with Thee; Thou
hast appointed his bounds that he can not
pass; turn from him, that he may rest till he
shall accomplish his day. For there is hope
of a tree, if it becut down, that it will sprout
again,and that the tenderbranch thereofwill
not cease. But man dieth, and wasteth away;
yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is
~ As the watersfail from the sea, and the
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THIRD DEGREE.

flood decayeth and drieth up; so man lieth
down, and riseth not till the heavensbe no
more. Yet, oh Lord! have compassion on
the children of thy creation;administer them
comfort in time of trouble; and save them
with an everlasting salvation. Amen. (Joh
14:1, 2, 5-7, 10-12) IThe Lecture may
deliveredin long or short form.]

I

We read in the Holy Writings that it was
decreedin the wssddm and counselsof Deity
aforetime,that a houseshould be built, erected
to God and dedicatedto His Holy Name. We
also learn from the same Sacred Soutce that
David, King of Israel, desired to build the
house, but that, in consequenceof his reign
having been one of many wars and much
bloodshed, that distinguished privilege was
denied him. He was nor, howevet, left with-
out hope, for God promisedhim that our of
his loins thereshould come a man who would
be adequate to the performanceof so great
and glorious an undertaking. That promise
was verified in the person and character of
Solomon, his son, who ascendedthe throne,
and, after David was gathered to his fathers,
wielded the scepterover Israel at a time when
(as the great Jewish historian, Josephus,in-
formsus) peace and tranquility pervadedthe
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woild, and all eyes seemeddirected toward
Jerusalem,as if to witness the splendid dis-
play of the wisdom of Solomon

About this time King Solomon received a
congtatulatory letter from Hiram, King ofI, Tyre, desiring to participate, in a small de-gree at least, in the rich honors which then
seemed to be clustering around his throne.
In his reciprocations with Hiram of Tyre,
King Solomon desired him to furnish a man
well skilled in the arts and sciences,and his
attention was directed to *

The third section illustrates certain hiero-
glyphical emblems,well calculatedto increase
knowledge and promote virtue In it, also,
many particulars relative to the building of
King Solomo&s Temple are noticed That
famous fabric, as I befoie informed you, was
commencedin the fourth yearof the reign of
Solomon, on the second day of the month
Zif, being the second month of the sacred
yeat. It was located on Mount Moriah, near
the place where Abtaham was about to offer
up his son Isaac, and where David met and
appeasedthe destroying angel It was sup-
ported by fourteen hundred and fifty-three
columnsand two thousandnine hundred and
six pilasters,all hewn from the finest Parian
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V THIRD DEGREE

marble. Therewere employed in its erection
three Grand Masters, three thousand three
hundred Masters, or Overseersof the work,
eighty thousandFellow Crafts, or hewers on
the mountainsand in the quarries,and seventy
thousandEntered Apprentices, or bearers of
burdens; and these were all so classed and
arranged by the wisdom of Solomon that
neither envy, discord, nor confusion was suf-
fered to interrupt or disturb the peace and
good fellowship which prevailed among the
workmen, * • ; and asa striking evi-
denceof the approbationand interposition of
Divine Providence,we are informed by the
great Jewish historian Josephus that, al-
though more than seven yeats were occupied
in its building, yet during the whole term it
did not rain in the day time, but in the night
seasononly, that the workmen might not be
obstructed from their labors. From sacred
history we also learn that therewas not heard
the sound of axe,hammer,or any tool of iron
in the housewhile it was building, it having
been put togetherin the mannerdescribedto
you in a precedingdegree.
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THIRD DEGREE.

The hieroglyphical emblems explained in
this degreeare:

The ThreeSteps,
The Pot of Incense;
The Bee-hive;
The Book of Constitutions,guardedby the

Tilers Sword;
The Swordpointing to a Naked Heart,and

the AU-SeeingEye;
The Anchor and Ark;
The forty-seventh Problem of Euclid, and
The Hour-glassand Scythe.
The explanationof theseis to be found in

the Monitor which has been adopted by the
Fraternity as a text-book, and with which it

is hoped that you will soon make yourself
familiar.

It is the inspitation of that great Divinity
whom we adore, and bears the nearest re-
semblanceor affinity to that Supreme Intel-
ligence which pervadesall nature,and which
will never, never, never die. Hence, my
brother, how important it is that we should
endeavorto imitate * in his truly ex-
aIred and exemplary character, in his un-
feigned piety to God, and in his inflexible
fidelity to his trust, that we may be prepared
to welcome death, nor as a grim tyrant, but
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THIRD DEGREE

as a kind messengersentto translateus from
this imperfect, to that all perfect, glorious, and
celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme
Grand Masret of the Universe forever pre-
sides

CHARGE.

MY BROTHER:—Your zeal for our Institu-
tion, the progresswhich you have made in
our mysteries, and your steady conformity
to our useful regulations, have pointed you
out as a properobject for this peculiarmark
of our favor.

Duty and honor now alike bind you to be
faithful to every crust, to support the dignity
of your characteron all occasions, and stren-
uously to enforce,by preceptand example, a
steady obedience to the tenets of Freema-
sonry. Exemplary conduct on your part will
convince the world that merit is the Just title
to our piivileges, and that on you our favors
have not been undeservedlybestowed.

As a Master Mason, you ate authorized to
correct the irregularities of your less in-
formed brethren,to fortify their minds with
tesolution against the snaresof the insidious,
and to guard them againstevery allurement
so vicious practices. To preserveunsullied the
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THIRD DEGREE.

reputationof the Fraternity ought to be your
constantcare; and, therefore,it becomesyour
province to caution the inexperiencedagainst
any breach of fidelity. To your inferiors in
rank or office you are to recommendobedience
and submission; to your equals, courtesy and
affability; and to your superiors,kindnessand
condescension.Universal benevolenceyou are
zealously to inculcate; and by the regularity
of your own conductendeavorto removeevery
aspersion against this venerable Institution
Our Ancient Landmarks you are carefully to
preserve, and never to suffer them, on any
pretense,to be infringed; and you are never
to countenanceany deviation from our estab-
lished customs

Your honor and reputation are concerned
in supporting with dignity the respectable
characterwhich you now bear. Let no motive,
therefore,make you swerve from your duty,
violate your vows or betray your tiust; but
be true and faithful, and imitate the ex-
ample of that celebratedartist, whom you
have this evening represented.Thus you will
render yourself deseivingof the honor which
we have conferred, and worthy of the confi-
dencewhich we have reposedin you.
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EMBLEMS.

THE HIEROGLYPHICAL EMBLEMS

THE THREE STEPS,

usually delineated upon the Master’s carpet,
are emblematicalof the threeprincipal stages
of human life, viz Youth, Manhood and
Age. In Youth, as Entered Appientices, we
ought industriously to occupy our minds in
the attainmentsof useful knowledge,in Man-
hood, as Fellow Crafts, we should apply our
knowledge to the discharge of our respec-
tive duties to God, our neighbor, and our-
selves, that so, in Age, as Master Masons,
we may enjoy the happyreflection consequent
on a well-spent life, and die in the hopeof a
glorious immortality

THE POT OF INCENSE

is an emblem of a pure heait, which is al-
ways an acceptablesacrifice to the Deity,
and, as this glows with fervent heat, so
should our heartscontinually glow with grati-
tude to the great and beneficentAuthor of our
existence,for the manifold blessingsand com-
forts we enjoy

THE BEE HIVE

is an emblem of industry, and recommends
the practiceof that virtue to all createdbeings,
from the highest seraph in heaven, to the
lowest reptile of the dust. It teachesus, that
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EMBLEMS

as we came into the world rational and intel-
ligent beings,so we should ever be industrious
ones; never sitting down contentedwhile our
fellow-creaturesaround us are in want, espe-
cially when is is in our powers to relieve them,
without inconvenienceto ourselves,

When we take a survey of nature,we view
man in his infanry, more helpless and in-
digent than the brute creation, he lies Ian-
~uishing for days, months, and years, totally
incapableof providing sustenancefor himself,
of guarding against the attack of the wild
beasts of the field, or sheltering himself
from the inclemencies of the weather It
might have pleased the Gieat Creator of
heaven and earth, to have made man inde-
pendent of all other beings; but as depend-
ence is one of the strongestbonds of society,
mankind werc madedependenton each other
for protection and security, as they thereby
enjoy better opportunities of fulfilling the
duties of reciprocal love and friendship. Thus
was man formed for social and active life,
the noblest part of the work of God; and he
that will so demeanhimself as nor to be en-
deavoring to add to the common stock of
knowledgeand understanding,may bedeemed
a drone in the hive of nature,a uselessmem-
ber of society, and unworthy of our prorec-
iion as Masons.
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EMBLEMS.

THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS GUARDED BY

THE TILER’S SWORD

reminds us that we should be ever watchful
and guarded in our thoughts, words and ac-
tions, particularly when befoie the enemies
of Masonry; ever bearing in remembrance
those truly Masonic virtues, silence and ew-
cumspectfon.

THE SWORD POINTING TO A NAKED HEART

demonstratesthat justice will sooner or later
overtakeus; and althoughour thoughts,words,
and actions may be hidden from the eyes of
man,yet that

THE ALL-SEEING EYE,

Whom the sun, moon and stars obey, and
under Whose watchful care, even cometsper-
form their stupendousrevolutions, pervades
the inmost recessesof the human heart, and
will reward us accordingto our merits.

THE ANCHOR AND ARK

are emblems of a well-grounded hope, and
a well-spent life. They are emblematicalof
that divine Ark which safely wafts us over
this tempestuoussea of troubles, and that
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Wnchor which shall safely moor us in a peace-
~il harbor, where the wicked cease from
troubling, and the weary shall find rest.

THE FORTY-SEVENTHPROBLEM OF

EUCLID.

This was an invention of our ancient friend
and brother, the greatPYTHAGORAS, who, in
his travels thiough Asia, Africa, and Europe,
was initiated into several orders of Priest-
hood, and raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason This wise philosopherenriched
his mind abundantly in a general knowledge
of things and more espenally in Geometry,
Or Masonry On this subject he drew our
many problemsand theorems,and amongthe
most distinguished,he erected this, which, in
the joy of his heart, he call Eureka, in the
Grecian languagesignifying, I have found it,
and upon the discovery of which he is said
to have sacrilked a hecaromb. It teaches
Masonsto be general lovers of the arts and
sciences

THE HOUR-GLASS

is an emblem of human life Behold how
~wifrly the sands run, and how rapidly our
lives are drawing to a close’ We can not
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EMBLEMS.

without astonishmentbehold the little par-
ticles which are contained in this machine,
how they pass away almost imperceptibly,
and yet, to our surprise,in the short spaceof
an hour they are all exhausted.Thus wastes
man! To-day he puts forth the tender leaves
of hope; tomorrow blossoms and bears his
blushing honors thick upon him; the next
day comes a frost which nips the shoot; and
when he thinks his greatnessis still aspiring
he falls like autumn leaves to enrich our
motherearth

THE SCYTHE

is an emblem of time which cuts the britrlc
threadof life, and launchesus into eternity
Behold what havoc the scythe of time makes
among the human race’ If by chance we
should escape the numerousevils incident to
childhood and youth, and with health and
vigor arrive to the years of manhood, yet
withal, we must soon be cut down by the all
devouring scythe of time, and be gathered
into the land where our fathers have gone
beforeus.
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OFFICERS’ MANUAL.
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STATED MEETING.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

(1) READING OF THE MINUTES.
(2) REPORTS OF INVESTIGATING

CohMrrrEES.
(3) BALLOTING.
(4) RECEPTION OF APPLICATIONS.
(5) MISCELLANEOUS AND UNFINISHED

BUSINESS.
(6) CONFERRING OF DEGREES.

(1) READING OF THE MINUTES.
Brethren: This being our stated meeting

for the month of —

the first orderof businesswill be the reading
of the minutes of our last statedand subse-
quentspecialmeetings.

(Secretaryrises,makessign and readsmin-
utesof statedmeeting;sits down.)

Brethren:You have listenedto the reading
of the minutes of our last statedmeeting. If
there are no errors or omissions, they will
stand approved as read. (Pause.) There be-
ing none, Brother Secretary, it is so ordered.
(Gavel.) (Minutes of succeedingmeetings
are likewise severallyread andapproved.)

(Special meetings.)Brethren,you havelis-
tened to the reading of the minutes of our
special meeting of (give date). If there are
no errorsoromissions,theywill standapproved
as read. (Pause.)There being none, Brother
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Secretary,it is so osdered. (Gavel.) If thereare
ito fusther errorsor omissions,they will stand
approved,as corrected. (Pause.)There being
none, Brother Secretary, it is so ordered.
(Gavel.)

(2) REPORTS OF

INVESTIGATING COMMITrEES.

(Committeemust report to Masterandnot
to Secretary.)

Brethren:The Committeeupon the applica-
tion of Mr. HenryGeorgeSmith to receivethe
(iti5rees of Masonryin this Lodge (or) (upon
tite applicationof Brother HenryAlfred Smith
for affiliation with this Lodge) hasmade an
unfavorablereport,andI dedarethe applicant
rejected.(Gavel.)

(and/or) The Committeeupon the applica-
tion of Mr. EdwardDavidBrown hasrequested
further time, and it is granted further time
until the next statedmeeting of this Lodge.
(Gavel.)

(and/or)TheCommitteeupon the applica-
tion of Mr. John JamesJonesto receive the
degreesof Masonryin this Lodge (or) (upon
the applicationof Brother John JamesJones
for affiliation with this Lodge) hasmadea full
~ndfavorablereport (or) (favorablereport).

(3) BALLOTING.

(Master rises.) Brethren:We are aboutto
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ballot upon theapplicationof Mr. John James
Jones.His age is ..., occupation
residence recommendedby

and refers to
Brother Senior Deacon, present the ballot.
(Senioi Dcacon rises, gives sign and presents
ballot box to Master,then standsfacing the Eaat
on floor just north of Master’s pedestal) (Mas-
ter displaysballot box, votes and sits down.)
(SeniorDeacontakes ballot box to Seniorand
Junior Wardens Wardensvote (do not stand
or make sign). (Senior Deacon placesballot
box on left page of Bible, makessign and votes,
then stands at nonh side of altar, facing the
East)

The brethrenof Lodge No
will approachthe Altar and deposittheir

ballots upon the applicationof Mr John James
Jonesto receive the degreesof Masonry in this
Lodge (or) (upon the applicationof Biother
John James Jones for affiliation with this
Lodge). Rememberthat balls elect and cubes
reject.Be careful how you vote (Secretaryleads
the line Junior Deaconis last to vote

Have all the brethrenof Lodge
No voted’ If so, I declaretheballot
closed. (Gavel.) (Deacon returns ballot box
to Junior and Senior Wardens for their in-
spection,then standsat north sideof altar while
Wardensreport. Deaconthenreturnsballot box
to Master Master rises, receives ballot box,
examinesit and proceedsas follows.)
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If favorable, Master says: Brethren, you have
elected Mr. John James Jonesto receive the
degreesof Masonry in this Lodge (or) (you
have elected Brother John James Jonesto
membership in this Lodge by affiliation) -

(Gavel,Masterdestroysballot
If unfavorable,Master says: Brethren, you

have rejected the application of Mr. (or)
(Brother) John James Jones to become a
memberof this Lodge.

(If only onecubeappears.)

Master, without declaring result, says
Brethren:To correcta possiblemistake,we

will again ballot upon the application of Mr
John James Jones to receive the degreesof
Masonryin this Lodge (or) (uponthe appli-
cation of Brother John JamesJonesfor affilia-
tion with this Lodge). (From this point pro-
ceed exactly as above directed for balloting

(4) RECEPTION OF APPLICATIONS

(5) MISCELLANEOUS AND UNFINISHED
BUSINESS.

(a) Reportsof SpecialCommittees.
(b) Bills andCommunications.
(c) New Business.

47



www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www,stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www,stichtingargus.nl
www,stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.n 1
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargusni
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargusnl
www.stichtingargus.nI
www.stichtingargus-nI
ww’.v. stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargusnl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
wvstichtingargusnl
www - stichtingargus.nl
www stichtingargus.nl
www stichtingargus.nl

(6) CONFERRING OF DEGREES

TEST OATH.

I in the presenceof God
and these witnesses,do hereby and hereon,
solemnly and sincerelyswear that I am a Master
Mason in good standing.So helpmeGod

PRAYER AT OPENING

Great Architect of the Universe! In Thy
namewe have assembledand in Thy namewe
desire to proceed in all our doings Grant
that the sublime principles of Freemasoniy
may so subdueevery discordantpassionwithin
us, so harmonizeand enrich our hearts with
Thine own love and goodness,that the Lodge
at this time mayhumbly reflect that order and
beautywhich reign forever beforeThy throne
Amen.

Response. Somote it be!
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ALTERNATE PRAYER.

SupremeRuler of the Universe! We rev-
erently invoke Thy blessingat this time. Wilt
Thou be pleasedto grant that this meeting,
thus begun in order, may be conducted in
peaceandclosedin harmony.Amen.

Response. Somote it be
t

PRAYER AT CLOSING.

SupremeGrand Mascer~ Ruler of Heaven
9IncI Jirirthl Now that we are about to sep-
tjr~te and return to our ,respective placesof
tibode, wilt Thou be pleasedso to influence
our hearts and minds that we may each one
of us practice out of the Lodge those great
moral duties which are inculcated in it, and
with reverencestudyand obey the laws which
‘Thou hastgivenus in Thy Holy Word. Amen.

Response. Somoteit be’

BENEDICTION,

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us
and all regular Masons! May Brotherly Love
prevail, and every moral and social virtue
cementus~ Amen.

Response. Somote it be!
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RECITATIONOF DUTIESIS
MANDATORY AT

OPENINGAND CLOSING
JUNIOR DEACON’S DUTY.

Junior Deacon — To carry messagesfrom
the SeniorWardenin theWest to the Junior
in the South, and elsewhereaboutthe Lodge
as directed; attend to all alarms at the door,
andseetheLodgeduly tiled.

SENIOR DEACON’S DUTY.
SeniorDeacon— To carry orders from the

Worshipful Master in the East to the Senior
Warden in the West, and elsewhereabout
the Lodge as required; attend to all alarms
at the door of the preparationroom, receive
and conductcandidates,introduceand accom-
modatevisiting brethren.

SECRETARY’S DUTY.
Secretary— To observethe will and pleas~

ure of the Worshipful Master, keep a faith.
ful recordof all things properto be written,
transmit a copy of the same to the Grand
Lodgewhenrequired,receive all moneysfrom
the brethren,pay the same to the Treasurer,
andtakehis receipt therefor.

TREAsURER’SDUTY.
Treasurer— To receive all moneyfrom the

Secretary, keep a just and accurateaccount
thereof,and pay the sameout by orderof the
Worshipful Master, with the consent of the
Lodge.

50

MARSHALS INTERROGATIONS.

Mr. Before you can be
initiated an EnteredApprenticeMason it will
be necessaryfor you to answer in a satisfac-
tory mannerthefollowing questions.

I. Do you seriously declare, upon your
honor, that unbiased by friends and unin-
fittencedby mercenarymotives,you freely and
voittntarily offer yourself as a candidate for
ilw tny~teriesof Masonry’

Ii, Oo you seriously declare, upon your
honor that you are ptompted to solicit the
jitivileges of Masonry by a favorable opinion
Cott~Civcd of the Institution, - a desire for
knowledge, and a sincere wish to be service-
ableto your fellow ~

III. Do you seriously declare, upon your
honor, that you will cheerfully conform to

the ancient established usages and cus-
loins of theFrateinity~

As you have answeredthese questions sat-
1~factorily, I will now leaveyou in the charge
of thesegentlemen,who will prepare you to
receive the First Degree of Masonry It will
be necessaryfor you to be divested of all min-
erals and metals,and so much of your clothing
that you will be neither naked nor clad, bare-
foot nor shod Satisfactory reasons will be
given you for these and all things else re-
quired of you. For the present it is sufficient
to say that you will be asked to submit to
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nothing exceptthat to which all personswho
have preceded you have been required to
submit.

CONGRATULATIONS

Brother I congratulate
you on your becoming a Master Mason, and
as suchI commendyou to the kind (are, love
and protection of all Master Masonswhither-
soeverdispersed.

The eyes of the Fraternity ate now upon
you; be just, be faithful, be true, and con-
vince the world, by your acts, that on be
coming a Master Mason you have become a
better man; retain, we entreatyou, that good
ness of heart, that purity of intention and
that love of virtue, of which we think you
now possessed,and of which this spotless
vestment wherewith you are now girded, is
at once the emblem,the badgeandthe reward.
Nothing now remains to constitute you a
member of Lodge,
No Free and AcceptedMasonsof the
State of California but to approach our Sec-
rerarys table and there sign its by-laws, which
will subject you to its burdens and its re-
sponsibilities,as well as entitle you to its ben-
efits and its privileges.
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RECEPTiON OF THE FLAG OF OUR
COUNTRY.

Resolved.That theFlag of our Countrybe diiplayed
a: all communirsuonsof GrandLodge sad carriedon
all ceremonial occasions except at funerala; and that
the flag be displayedat all meetingsof our Lodges. As
the annualelection of officers and at auch other meet-
lap as may be deemeddesirable by the Master, the
flag shall be formally presentedat the Altar by the
Marshal sad eceivedin themannerprescribedby the
Cirand Lecturer. (1927, p. 473.)

After the Lodge has beenopened,Master
say,: BrotherMarshal,you will retire andpre-
,nt theFlagof ourCountry.

Mtu~shal rises, makes sign and goes to the
Altar, As Marshal turns to go to Altar, Deacons
rio., take rods,and go to Altar, arriving at the
sante tinic as Marshal. All make sign, about
face and walk abreastto the Tiler’s door. Mar-
uhal o~enedoor, goesout and dosesdoor. Se-
nior ~cacoistakes placeon north side andJu-
uilor Deaconon southside of door, facing East.
Tiler presentsflag to Marshal and opensdoor
for Marshal to re-enter. (The flag should be
borne by the Marshal at a perpendicularcarry,
right band over left.) As flag is brougbr into
Lodge, Master rises,calls up the Lodge and re-
moveshis hat with his right band,holding bat
at the left shoulder, the hand being over the
heart Brethrenstanderectfacing flag andplace
right bandover heartas Master placesbat at
his shoulder. Master and Brethren, (except
Marshal andDeacons),remainwith right hand
over heartuntil flag is placedin its stand.
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The Marihal with flag, anti theDeaconswith
cap insigniaof theirrodsinterlacetibehintitheflag
anti overtheMarshal,marchtiirectlyabreastto the
Al tar

Marshalthensays “Worshipful Master,I have
thehonor to presentthe Flagof our Country

The Master then says The Brethren will
kintily repeatwith me‘The Pletigeof Allegiance’ o
theFlagof ourCountry I pletigeallegianceto the
Flag of the Uniteti States of America, anti to the
Republicfor which ii stantis, one nation untier
God,intiivis,ble, with libeiry anti Justicefor all’ -‘

W. M. — Brother Marshal,you will escort
“The Flag of Our Counuy’~ to its properplace
in the East. (This placeshould beon the right
of theMaster.) A silent countof 8 is utilized
to permit Deaconsto unlacerods and cometo
Flag salute before Marshal moves off toward
East.) After the word “East,” Deaconsunlace
and bring rods directly to carry position on
count ol 1, stepbackonestep with right foot,
(2) Take one step back with left foot; (3)
bring right foot in line with left; (4) ground
rod; (5) without removingbutt of rod from
floor, move rod diagonallyacrossbody, placing
it in left band; (6) ground right bandat right
side; (7) then placeright hand over heartin
Pledgeposition; (8) Marshal, who has also
silently counted8, thentakesflag up to Eastvia
north sideof Altar and placesit in standpro-
vided. Marshal stepsbackone step,placesright
bandover heartfor an instant,thendropshand
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to side; Masterputson hat,and brethrenlower
right hands to side. Deaconsreturn rods to
right hand,normal position. Marshal then re-
turns to theAltar and standsbetweenDeacons,
then all three breakat once. When Marshal
and Deaconsarriveat their places,Masterseats
Lodge.
RETIREMENT OF THE FLAG OF OUR

COUNTRY.
Retirement of the flag ii entirely optional to the

Master (action of Grand~Lodge, October 1974). 11
flag is retired, singing is optional (America, Star
Spangled Banner). (Recommendation of Grand Lec-
turer, GrandLodge, October 1974.)

At theclosingceremony,aftertheMasterhas
calledup theLodge,hesays:

“Brother Marshal, you will retire the Flag
of Our Country.”

Marshal, when spoken to, makes sign to
Master, then goes to the Altar simultaneously
with the Deacons,all threearriving at theAltar
at the samerime,Marshal thengoesto theEast,
one step back from the Flag, and placesright
bandover heart.Master takesoff his hat with
right hand,holding it at left shoulder,the hand
beingover theheart.Brethren (exceptMarshal
and Deacons)stand erectand placebandover
heart as Masterplaceshat at his shoulder.Dea-
cons at the same time drop rods diagonally
across body to left bandswithout removing
butt of rod from the floor andplaceright bands
over heart, (All except Marshal and Deacons
retain this positionuntil Flag is passedthrough
thedoorto theTiler,) Marshal dropshandand

55



www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nI
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargusnl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargusnI
www.stichtingargus.nI
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargusnl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargusni
www stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nI
www.stichtingargus.nI
www.stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nl
www,stichtingargus.nl
www. stichtingargus.nl
www.stichtingargus.nt
www.stichtingargus.nl
wwwstichtingargus.nl
www•stichtingargus.nl
i.vww, stichtirigargus.nl
~vwwsllchtiflgarguS.nl

takesFlag, goesto theAltar andstandsbetween
the Deacons.

The Master then says: “The Brethren will
join in singing one verseof ‘America’” (or)
“The Brethrenwill join in singingoneverseof
‘The Star-SpangledBanner’.” (The verse is
then sung-) (The verseol “The Star-Spangled
Banner” should be sung only where there is
musicalaccompaniment.)

Master thensays: “BrotherMarshal,you will
return the Flag of our Country to its proper
custodian.”

Deaconsreturn rods to right hands,normal
position. MarshalandDeacons,with rodstrail-
ing, then aboutface.Deaconsgroundrods,then
interlacerod insigniaover Marshal andbehind
the flag. They can walk directly abreastto the
Tiler’s door. Tiler receivesthe flag at the door
and returns flag to its storageplace. Marshal
closes door. Marshal and Deaconsreturn to
Altar, groundrods, then all threebreal at once
and return to their places.

CALLING FROM ONE DEGREETO
ANOTHER..

CALLING DOWN.
Master— I now declsie this’ Lodge of Mas—

ter Masons (or) (FellowCraft Masons) to be
at refreshmentand labor resumedon the Sec-
ond Degreeof Masonry (or) (Fiist Degreeof
Masonry) for the purpose of examination
Brother SeniorDeacon (sign), arrangethe Al-
tar Brother Tunior Deacon (sign), inform the
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Tiler that the Lodge is now at labor on the
SecondDegreeof Masonry (or) (First Degree
of Masonry) for the purpose of examination
sod admit the Candidate

Junior Deacon— Brother Tiler, the Lodge
is now at labor on the SecondDegreeof Ma-
sonry (or) (First Degree of Masonry) for
the purpose of examination. Admit the can-
clidate. (1: ix permissibleto call down from
third degreedirectly to jfrst degree.)

CALLING BACK
Master — I now declarethis Lodge of Mas-

ter Masons(or) (FellowCraft Masons) to be
called from refreshmentto labor on the Third
Degree of Masonry (or) (SecondDegree of
Masonry), Brother SeniorDeacon,arrangethe
Altar Brother Junior Deacon,inform the Tiler
that the Lodge is now at labor on the Third
Degree of Masonry (or) (Second Degree of
Masonry)

Junior Deacon— Brother Tiler, the Lodge
is now at labor on the Third Degreeof Ma-
sonry (or) (SecondDegreeof Masonry).

Deaconscarry rheir rods and give the sign
of the degree in which the Master declares
theLodgeto beat labor.

RECEPTIONOP GRAND LODGE
OFFICERS.

Tiler givesalarmat doorwhenGrandLodge
Officer is ready.
Jr. D. Worshipful Master, there is an alarm

at thedoor.
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W.M. Brother Junior Deacon, ascertainthe
causeof the alarm.

Jr. D. Takes rod, opens door but does not
leave room and asks, “Who comes
here?”

Tiler * ‘The Most Worshipful
GrandMasterof Masonsin California,
desiresadmission.

Jr. D. Closesdoor,reportsfrom in front of the
door, says: ‘Worshipful Master, (gives
sign) • ‘The Most Worshipful

,Grand
Masterof Masonsin California,is with-
out anddesiresadmission.”

W. M. Brother Marshal, you will retire and
conduct the • ‘Grand Master to a seat
in theLodge.

Marshal picks up batonandretires in usual
manner. (Movementsof DeaconsandMarshal
aresame as in flag ceremony.) Deaconstake
position inside door, face Eastandgroundrods.
(Senior Deacon on Northside.) Marshal opens
door, walks on South side of Grand Officer,
moving aroundandbehindhim, hetakesa po-
sition at theGrandOfficer’s left side. (Marshal
changesbaton from his right bandto his left
while moving behind Grand Officer.) Marshal
graspsleft armof the GrandOfficer and escorts
him to a position betweenthe Deacons.As the
Deaconsinterlacerods over the GrandOfficer,
the Master calls up the Lodge and says’, ‘To-
eether,Brethren’~All go on First Degree sign
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in unison SecondDegreesign is given in uni-
son asGrandOfficer approaches-Altar, and last
sign is given in unison with the GrandOfficer
at the Altar

Marshal then says: “Worshipful Master, I
have the honor to present the • ‘Most Worship-
ful Grand Master of Masons
in California.’

Master makesaddressof welcome,then says’
“Brother Marshal, you will conduct the
‘‘Grand Master to a searin the East” After
the word “East” the Deaconsimmediately take
down rods and step back two paces As Dea-
cons ground rods’, the Marshal escorts the
GrandOfficer to theEastvia North side of Al-
tar, waits for him to turn about,bows to him
and returns to the Altat. (Marshal changes
baton back to right hand asbe breakstoward
Altar ) Marshal pausesmomentarily between
Deaons, then all threebreakat once and re-
turn to their stations

Mascesthen surrendersgavel to the Grand
Lodge Officer with appropriatewords. When
gavel is senirned,MasterseatstheLodge.

‘‘Should be changedfor otheroillcers, e. g.,
The Right Worshipful
Senior Grand Warden 2! the Grand
of California, dejires admiujon.

(“Of the Grand Lodge of California” is
used as to all Grand Lodge Officers, except
theGrandMaster who is describedas: “Grand
Masterof Masonsin California.”)
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VeryWorshipful

Titles and addressesof GrandLodgeOfficers

MostWorshipful

Right Worshipful

are~

PastGrandMastersGrandMaster }
Deputy Grand Master
SeniorGrandWarden
GrandTreasurer
Junior GrandWarden
Grand Secretary
GrandLecturer
GrandChaplain Very Reverend
Inspectors’ The Worshipful

Inspectorof the —

MasonicDistrict, desiresadmission.

Note: The pi ivate GrandHonors are to be
given only to the GrandMaster, the Inspector
of the District on official visits, or to a Grand
Lodge Officer making a visitation to a Lodge
by direction of, and as representativeof, the
GrandMaster.

The listing of LodgeOfficers’ namesin tres-
tleboards,programs or publications should be
-in the following orderof rank- Master, Senior
Warden.Junior Warden, Treasurer,Secretary,
Chaplain,SeniorDeacon,Junior Deacon,Mar-
shal,Seniot Steward,Junior Steward,Organist
and Tiler

When addressing mail, Masonic titles
should not be usedon theface of the envelope
A letter to the Grand Master, for example,
should show his title, but the envelopeitself
shouldbe addressedasMr -
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ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Sometimebefore rhe meetingfor the Annual

Election of Officers, eachMaster should review
complerely,thosesectionsof the California Ma-
sonic Codewhich relateto the elecuon~ballot-
ing, etc He should notify all membersof his
Lodge that they must be in good standingin
the Lodge to be permitted to vote in the elec-
tion of Officers This may be done by giving
written notice in the LodgeTrestleboard.

The sectionsfor review are —2500—Elec-
tion, 2502—Specialelection of Masters and
Wardens, 250

4—Quali~cationsof voters and
Officers, 2 506—Ineligibility removed,2534—
Deciding vote, 2060—Display of Flag and
2044—Mannerof voting—ballot de~ned.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Before openingthe meetingto nominations,

the Master should determineif there is a visi-
tor presentwho will relieve theTiler in order
that he may vote.

The Master shall alsoappoint threebrothers
to serveas tellets for the election A table with
three chairs should be set up in the South-East
corner of the Lodge for the Tellers’ use

The Secretaryshould have availableon his
desk, sufficient slips of paper for ballots, and
pencils or pens fot the use of members in
voting.

PROCEDURE FOR NoMINATIoNs
AND BALLOTING

MASTER—Brethren,the hour hasarrived for
the Annual Election of Officers. Nominations
arenow open for the office of Master
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MEMBER — Worshipful Master, I wish to
place in nomination, the name of Brother

to serveas Master for the
ensuingMasonic year.

Note. A btief nominating speechis proper
but not required A nominationis not a proper
motion and does not therefore,requite a sec-
ond.

Upon receiving a nomination, the Master
shall repeat THREE TIMES, “Are there any
other nominations”’

If there are no other nominations, the
Brother who madethenomination (or another
Brother) shall then rise and make the follow-
ing motion “Worshipful Master, I move that
the Secretary (or another Brother) be in-
structed to cast the unanimous ballot of this
Lodgefot Brother to serve
as Master for the ensuingMasonicyear”

Note The fotegoing is a proper motion
and DOES requirea second

MEMBER—Worshipful Master, I secondthe
Motion

MASTER—Brethren it has been regularly
movedand secondedthat the Secretary(or an-
othet Brother) be instructedto cast the unan-
imousballot of this Lodge for Brother

to serve as Master for the ensuing
Masonicyear Are you readyfor the question’
(question is called for) All those in favox of
themotion say AYE Those opposed,NO (If
the vote is unanimousthe Master shall sraze,
‘The vote is unanimous,themotion is carried”
If the vote is not unanimous,election shall be
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by written ballot with a maiority of all votes
cast necessaryfor election

MASTER — Brother Secretary (or another
Btother), you will cast the unanimous ballot
of this Lodge for Brother
to serveasMaster for the ensuingMasonicyear.
(The Secretarywill then write out the ballot
and presentit to the tellers)

TELLER — Worshipful Master, the unani-
mous ballot of this Lodge has been cast for
Biother to serve asMaster
for the ensuingMasonic year

MASTER—Btother you
have been elected to serve as Master of this
Lodge for the ensuingMasonicyear, Will you
setve~ Jf answeredin the affirmative the Mas-
ter shall then state “I hereby declare you
elected-‘ (Master then tapsgavel

The sameprocedureis then usedto elect the
Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer,
Secretaryand if you have them, the Trustees

In the electionof theSecretary,if themotion
is madeand carried that the unanimousballot
of theLodgebe cast, suchballot should be cast
by the Treasurerot some other Brother.

In theevent that more thanone nameshould
be placed in nominationfor any electiveOffice
after determiningthat thereareno other nomi-
nations, the Master shall then instruct the
Brethren to mark their ballots with the name
of their choiceand fold the ballot. The tellers
will then collect all ballots and conduct the
count.
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When any one of the nomineesis found to
have received a majority of the total ballots
cast, the Tellers- shall then report the actual
count to the Master The Master shall report
the ballot count to the Brethren and then ask
the Brother who teceived the majority of she
voteif he will serve.

If the Brother answersin the affirmative, the
Master shall then declare him elected’ and
sound the gavel If the Brother answersin the
negative,theballoting should be repeateduntil
someoneis selectedwho is willing to serve.

Masonic Ode Third Degree
Diige Pleyel’s Hymn

Sot - einn strikes the fun - ‘rat chime,
Notes of our de - part - ing time;
-~ ‘se jour - ney here be - low,
Tht-ough a pit - grim - age of svoe.

Mor - tats,
For moi

See, ho”
O’er the

Lord of ati
Fill our heaits
As dis - solves

Take us to

noss in - dulge a
- tat i- ty is
ivide her tro phies

slum - bers of the

be

ss’ith
our

Thy

tear,
here;
wave,

grave.

- tow, a - hove,

truth and love;
earth - ly tie,

Lodge on high.
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