


MASOI4IC EDUCATION

following the

MASTER MASON DEGREE

for

MISSOURI LODGES

The Grand Lodge of
Ancient Free & Accepted Masons

of the State of Missouri

Vt

S *

<1
<4

,*7’

‘5,

*5

First Edition —August 1,1995



ThisPublication“MasonicEducationfollowing theMasterMason Degreefor MissouriLodges”
wasdevelopedfor thepurposeofprovidingadditionaleducationto theMasterMason.

TheQuestionsaredesignedasaneducationaltool, andto provideanoverviewofthemore
importanttopicsin this degree.

TheCommitteeon MasonicEducationwishesto thankeveryonewhocontributedto the
completionoftheseeducationalbooklets.In particular,wewishto expressoursincere
appreciationto RWB ElmerD. CopelandandRWB Wilfred G. Soutiea,Jr. for theirimmeasurable
assistancein theeditingofthesebooklets.

Lodgesareencouragedto providethisbookletto eachnewMasterMason.Additional bookletsare
availablefrom TheGrandLodgeof MissouriA.F. & A.M., 800Hwy 63 North,Columbia,Mo.
65201-6697.314-474-8561Fax 314-474-3601

CommitteeonMasonicEducation

RichardL. Smith,Chairman
RonaldD. Miller
BrentS. Mattox
Larry C. Reynolds
ChrissGreen,Jr.
C. ScottGrantham,Jr.

AssociateMembers

RichardHays
JonB. Broyles
William C. Mauk

GrandLodgeOfficers

GordonE. Hopkins,GrandMaster
JamesH. Cobban,DeputyGrandMaster
DonaldE. Scott,Sr. GrandWarden
Jeffrey0. Nations,Jr. GrandWarden
StevenI. Toybes,Sr. GrandDeacon
Wilfred G. Soutiea,Jr. GrandDeacon
Rev.RonaldR. Bollinger, Sr. GrandSteward
FreddieD. Adams,Jr. GrandSteward
GlennE. Means,Sr. GrandMarshal



Table of Contents

THE DEGREEOF MASTERMASON 4
THE SUBLIME DEGREE 4
THE SIGNIFICANCEOF THE DEGREE 4
RECEPTION 4
OBLIGATION 4
CLANDESTINE LODGEAND CLANDESTINE MASON 4
MASONIC DEFINITION OF NONAGE, DOTAGE, FOOL, AND LIBERTINE 5
SIGNS,TOKENS,AND WORDS 5
THE WORKING TOOLS 5
THE LEGEND OF HIRAM 5
THE THREEGRAND MASTERS 5
THE TEMPLE OFSOLOMON 5
MASONIC EDIFICE 6
SOLOMON, KING OF ISRAEL 6
HIRAM, KING OF TYRE 6
TO TRAVEL IN FOREIGNCOUNTRIES 6
THE THREERUFFIANS 7
LOWTWELVE 7
THE POINTSOF FELLOWSHIP 7
THE LION OFTHE TRIBE OF JUDAH 7
THE SPRIGOF ACACIA 7
THE RAISING OF A CANDIDATE 7
THE ALL-SEEING EYE 8
THE RIGHTSOF A MASTERMASON 8
LODGE MEMBERSHIP 8
MASONICLAW 8
QUESTIONSFORTHE MASTER MASON 9
ANSWERS 12

3



THE DEGREE OF MASTER MASON

THE SUBLIME DEGREE

It is calledthisnot only for thesolemnityoftheceremonies,butalsofor theprofoundlesson
ofwisdomit teaches.This Degreesymbolizesthegreatlessonsofvictoryover deathandthe
immortalityof thesoul.

In this degree,manis seenin his latterstagesoflife, to die, andthento be raisedfrom the
graveto anotherandbetterplace.Thus, theseceremoniesoftheDegreeleadto the
inevitableconclusionthatyouth, properlydirected,leadsto an honorableandvirtuous
maturity; andthat, regulatedby brotherlylove, reliefandtruth, life will berewardedin its
closinghoursby theprospectof eternalbliss and immortality.

We hopethattheselessonsandmeaningswill leadto newandundiscoveredinspirations
eachtimeyou studythem.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DEGREE

Thesignificancecanbestbe understoodwhenwecompareit to theEnteredApprenticeand
FellowCraftDegrees.In thefirst two Degrees,architecturewasthethemeofthesymbols.
Thelessonsin theDegreeofMasterMasonrefer to life, its tragedy,and its ultimate

triumph. In otherwords,this Degreedealswith thespiritualpartofman’slife. Weshould
keepin mind that, in ourlateryears,wearegettingcloserandcloserto life’s end,and that
wehaveworkyet to perform.Victoryoverdeathandtheimmortalityofthesoularethe
significantlessonsin this Degree.

RECEPTION

In thereceptionatthedoor,you areremindedthat thelessonsofbrotherlylove, reliefand

truth,shouldbe implantedin thebreast.If theyareto servea usefulpurposeandbecomea
partofyourwayoflife, you shouldpracticethesedaily. Thesearethetenetsof
Freemasonry.

OBLIGATION

Theobligationis theheartoftheDegree.By takingtheObligation,thecandidateobtains
theprivileges,therights, andthebenefitsoftheMasonicinstitution.You mustknowthe
Obligationif youareto abideby it.

CLANDESTINE LODGE AND CLANDESTINE MASON

A ClandestineLodge is onethathasnot beenissuedacharterfrom aduly recognizedGrand
Lodge.Onewho belongsto oneoftheselodgesis aclandestinemason.
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MASONIC DEFINITION OF NONAGE, DOTAGE, FOOL, AND LIBERTINE

Nonageis ayoungmanwho lacksthematurity to knowor understandthemeaningsof
masonry.It alsomayrefer to beingundertheMasoniclegal agefor membershipwhich in
Missouri is eighteen.Dotageis definedasadiminishedstateofmind. Beingold doesnot
barsomeonefrom membership,butwerequirethathebementallyalert.A Fool is amature
manwithoutgoodsense.Legally, heis ofage,but is incapableofunderstandingthe
meaningin our rituals.A Libertineis someonewho actswithoutmoralrestraintsandoften
opposesreligiousormoral precepts.

SIGNS,TOKENS, AND WORDS

Theseareveryimportantbecausetheyprovidemodesofrecognition.EachSign,Token,
andWordhasasymbolicmeaningwhichservesto enrichthemind andimproveour livesas
Freemasons.You shouldknowhowto properlyexecuteandrecognizeall theSigns.These
will be requiredwhenattendinglodges.

THE WORKINGTOOLS

Theworking toolsofaMasterMasonareall theinstrumentsofMasonry.In theUnited
States,theTrowel is especiallyassignedto this Degree.TheMasterMasonis to usethe
Trowel to cementtiesbetweenFreemasonsandto useit to spreadBrotherlyLove and
Affection.

THE LEGEND OF HIRAM

HiramAbif wasthesonof amanofTyre,andhis motherwasof thetribeofNaphtali.
Legendstateshewassentby King Hiramto assistKing Solomonin building theTemple.
Hewasa verywell-knownpersonwhich is attestedto in theSecondBookofChronicles,
which tells usof hisskill in theartsandcrafts andhe is referredto asthewidow’s son.

ThewordAbif means“his father” or“my father”, andthenameis translatedto “Hiram, my
father.” Hewasregardedasthefatherofall hisworkmenandmasteroverseerofall thework
on theTemple.By imitating HiramAbif, wearetaughtmanyimportantlessons,including
themagnificentlesson of Integrity, PietyandFidelity.

THE THREE GRAND MASTERS

Thethreementionedoftenin our rituals concerningthebuildingoftheTempleare:
Solomon,King of Israel;Hiram, King ofTyre;andHiram Abif. Theyarerepresentedby
threeMasoniccolumnsnamedWisdom,StrengthandBeauty.

THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON

This magnificentstructurewaslocatedon Mount Moriah atJerusalem.It wasneartheplace

whereAbrahamwasaboutto offer up his son,Isaac.ThesitewaspurchasedbyDavid, King
ofIsrael,for it washerethat thehandoftheDestroyingAngel wasstayedafterDavid had
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repented.Theincidentis recordedin II Samuel,Chapter24,Verses15 through25; andI
Chronicles,Chapter21,Verses14 through30.

Freemasonrytriesto undertakethetaskofhelpingeachofits membersbuildamoreperfect
spiritualbuilding within themselveswhereGodcanreside.Eachofusshouldbeawareof
thefactthatwearea symbolicTempleandthatweshouldwork towardthesametypeof
perfectionin ourownTempleasthatsoughtfor in theTempleatJerusalem.

MASONIC EDIFICE

A Masonicedifice is atermusedto describeabuilding, especiallya largeandimpressive
structure,constructedby masons.TheTempleofSolomon,for example,wasconsideredthe
greatestofMasonicedifices.

SOLOMON, KING OF ISRAEL

Solomonwasthesonof DavidandBathsheba.Hebecameking at theageof20 andreigned
40years.DuringSolomon’sreign,Israelhadits greatestpower,prosperity,andrecognition.
Thename“Solomon” meanspeaceful.Masonically,King Solomonpersonifieswisdom.

HIRAM, KING OF TYRE

Hiram wasafriend ofKing David, andMasonicallyrepresentsStrength.Hebecameboth
ally andfriend of King Solomon.Accordingto the Biblical accounts,heassistedSolomon
by supplyingcertainmaterialsfor theconstructionoftheTemple;and, in return,receiveda
gift from Solomonoftencities. It is interestingto notethatalthoughtheywerenot ofthe
samereligion or political background,theywereableto ignoretheirdifferencesandwork in
peaceandharmony.

TO TRAVEL IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

Theultimategoal ofourancientOperativeBrotherswasto becomeMasterssotheymight
possesssecretsandknowledgewhichwould enablethemto practicetheartsof thebuilder
no matterwheretheytraveled,evenin foreigncountries.“Foreign countries”,asusedin
Freemasonry,is a symbolicplaceandis not meantto refer to acertaingeographicallocation.
Freemasonry,itself, is a foreigncountryto everynewmember.If he is to travel in it and
earnMaster’swages,hemustlearnits language;understandits customs;andstudyits
history. He mustbecomeapartofit to fully appreciateand enjoyits privilegesand
pleasures.We,asSpeculativeMasons,still desireto travel in foreign countries;and someof
usfeel theurgestronglyenoughto studyMasonrydiligently, sowemayreceiveproper
instructionsand bepermittedto travel andreceiveMaster’swages.BecomingaMaster
Masongiveseachmantheright to travel in foreigncountriesin Freemasonry.All you have
to do is learnthework andkeepyourselfin goodstanding,in orderto find Lodges
everywhereopento you. By studyingthewritings ofFreemasonry,you will find pleasant
traveling.Theseareasincludehistory,philosophy,and manyotherareas,leadingto
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countlesstreasureswhicheachofyoumustdiscoverfor yourself.Recognizedlodges
anywherein theworldwill welcomeyou asavisitor.

THE THREE RUFFIANS

Themainlessontaughtby theactionsofthethreeruffianswho expectedto obtain secrets
notrightly theirs,andthedueconsequencesoftheiracts,is thatrewardsmustbeearned,
ratherthanobtainedby illicit means.

LOW TWELVE

LowTwelve,ormidnight,wasthehourat whichthethreeruffiansagreedto meetand is
oftenassociatedwith death.

THE POINTS OF FELLOWSHIP

Thepointsof fellowshipreferto thewayeachMasterMasonis expectedto treata fellow
mason.Theyaredesignedto promotepeaceandharmonyin theLodge,aswell as
strengthenaMasterMason’scharacter.

THE LION OFTHETRIBE OFJUDAH

Thelion hasalwaysbeenthesymbolof mightandroyalty; andwasthesign oftheTribeof
Judah.All Kings ofJudahwere,therefore,calledtheLion of theTribeofJudah.Thiswasone
ofthetitles of King Solomon. Thelion’s pawis symbolicofthebondbetweenMasonsand
thestrengththatcomesfrom unity.

THE SPRIG OF ACACIA

Hebrewpeopleusedto plantasprig ofacaciaat theheadofa gravefor two purposes--to
markthelocationofthegraveandto showtheirbeliefin immortality. Becauseof its
evergreennature,theybelievedit to beanemblemoftheimmortality ofthesoul. Thetrue
acaciais a thornyplant whichaboundsin Palestine.BothJewsandEgyptiansbelievedthat,
becauseofits hardiness;its evergreennature;andits ability to live in thefaceofdespair;it
signified immortality. It is believedthattheacaciawasusedto constructmostof the
furniturein thetabernacleof theTemple.

THE RAISING OF A CANDIDATE

Symbolically,theraisingofacandidaterepresentsresurrectionafterdeathandourMasonic

hopein theimmortality ofthesoul.This Degreeis theclimax ofSymbolicFreemasonry.
Theraisingofacandidateis designedto dramaticallyillustrate thevirtuesofIntegrity,
Fortitude andFidelity.

The Degreedelvesinto thedeepestrecessesofman’s nature.While it leadstheinitiate into
theSanctumSanctorumof theTemple,it probesinto theHoly ofHolies in hisheart.As a

7



whole, theDegreeis symbolicofthatold ageby thewisdom ofwhichwemayenjoythe
happyreflectionsconsequenton awell-spentlife anddie in thehopeofa glorious
immortality.

Freemasonryteachesno creed,no dogma,no religion,and offersno salvation:only thehope
ofvictory overdeathand theimmortality ofthesoul.Thisdegreeteachesthatevenwhen
facingthedark portalofdeath,mancanbecomfortedthat thesoul is immortal.

THE ALL-SEEING EYE

This is a very old symbolofDiety. In Psalm 121, it says“He thatkeepethIsraelshallneither
sleepnorslumber.”Thus, theideathat Godwatchesovermanis symbolizedby theAll-
SeeingEye to demonstratethatGodis ever-presentandever-watchful.EveryFreemason
shouldkeepin mind that thethingswedo beforeman andthethingswedo in secret,will
be recordedby theAll-SeeingEye,andwill bearwitnessfor or againstusatJudgmenttime.

THE RIGHTS OF A MASTER MASON

MasonicReliefmaybeappliedfor by anyBrother— eitherto his ownLodge or to an
individual MasterMason.In everycase,theindividual hastheright to determinethe
worthinessoftherequestandwhethersuchaid canbegrantedwithout materialinjury to
his own family.

Visitation ofotherLodgesis a right you acquirewhenyou canprove yourselfto bea
Freemasonin goodstanding,andif no memberoftheLodgeyou arevisiting objects.In
orderto get into anotherLodge,youshouldlearnthememorywork in eachDegreeand at
all times bepreparedto presentyourpaid-upduescard.

MasonicFuneralRitesareconductedonly at therequestof somememberofaMason’s
immediatefamily. Thechoicebelongsto thefamily, not to theLodge.TheseRitescanbe
heldin thechurch,funeralhomeor atgraveside.

LODGE MEMBERSHIP

Uponbeingraisedto thesublimedegreeofMasterMasonandpassingasatisfactory
proficiencyexamination,youbecomeeligible to voteandhold office in yourlodge.

You canapplyfor adimit (or transferto anotherLodge) if you arecurrentlya paid-up
memberandin goodstanding.You canalsohold multiple membershipin morethanone
Lodgein Missouri.

MASONIC LAW

EveryLodgeis governedby theGrandLodgeofits jurisdictionandmustadhereto the
RulesandRegulationsofthat GrandLodge.TheseRulesand Regulationsarediscussedat
GrandLodgesessions,andamendmentsoralterationsaremadeif passedby the required
vote.
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QUESTIONS FOR THE MASTER MASON

1. Whatdoesthis degreesymbolizefor man?

a. CulminationofyourMasoniccareer
b. Symbolizesman’sdominationover man
c. Victory overdeathandthe immortalityof theSoul
d. The mortalityof theSoul

2. Whatstageof Life does thisdegreerepresent?

a. Youth
b. Manhood
c. Middle age
d. Age

3. Whatarethemostsignificantlessonstaughtin the MasterMasonDegree?

a. Work hardall of your life
b. Victory overdeathandtheimmortalityof the Soul
c. Shouldbecharitableto MasterMasons
d. Shouldleadvirtuous lives

4. Ofwhatareyou remindedby your receptionat the door?

a. Remindedof all the lessonsof Freemasonty
b Remindedofthe tenetsof Freemasonty
c. Remindedof yourobligations
d. Remindedofyour lastdegree

5. What is consideredthe heartof thisDegree?

a. Entry into the Lodge
b. Placementof theLodgeOfficers
c. SprigofAcacia
d. Obligation

6. Whatis a clandestineLodge?

a A Lodge locatedin anotherstate
b. A Lodgewithout irs own building
c. A Lodge nor in session
d. A Lodge not issuedacharter
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7. Whatis meantby theterm“dotage”?

a. A youngmanwhois unformed
b. Theconditionin whichyou wereexpectedto be found
c. A diminishedstateofmind
d. Thelossofmembershipby voteoftheLodge

8. Whatis a Libertine?

a. Onewho believesin liberty for all
b. Onewho actswithout moralrestraints
c. A medalwornby Master
d. Thebatoncarriedby Marshal

9. Whatdo signs,tokensandwordsmeanto a Mason?

a. Modesofrecognition
b. Nothing
c. SymbolofRank
d. LanguageofFreemasonry

1O.WhowasHiramAbif=

a. Sonof King Solomon
b. Uncleto Hiram, King ofTyre
c. Tentdesignerandbuilder
d. Thewidow’s sonworthyofimitation

11 . Whatarewe tryingto teachby theuseofthethreeRuffians?

a. Rewardscannot beattainedby illicit means
b. Rewardscanbegainedby illicit means
c. Goodthingsalwayscomein threes
d. Threeprinciplestagesofhumanlife

12. Whatis theMasonicdefinition of “Low Twelve”?

a. Midnight
b. Noon
c. Numberof craftsman
d. NumberofLodgeOfficers

13 Whatdo thepointsof fellowship promote?

a. Fidelity andunity
b. Peaceandharmony
c. Loveandhope
d. Charityandforgiveness
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14Who wasa lion ofrheTribeofJudah?

a. Boaz
b. HiramAbif
c. King Solomon
d. Hiram ofTyre

15.WhatdoestheSprigofAcaciarepresent?

a. Immortality
b. Truth
c. Honesty
d. Charity

16.Whatdoes“theAll-SeeingEye” represent?

a. Holy of Holies
b. LodgeofMasterMasons
c. SanctumSanctorum
d. Deity

17. ‘What aretherightsofaMasterMason.

a. MasonicRelief, MasonicVisitation andFuneralRites
b. MasonicCharity, MasonicRelief
c. BrotherlyLove, ReliefandTruth
d. MastersWages

18.WhocanestablishMasonicLaw?

a. TheGrandLodgeofficers
b. TheWorshipfulMaster
c. A MasterMason
d. TheGrandLodge
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ANSWERS

1.

2. d

3. b

4. b

5. d

6. d

7. C

8. b

9. a

10. d

11. a

12. a

13. b

14. c

15. a

16. d

17. a

18. d
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