Publisher’s Announcement

Ezra A. Cook, who founded this publishing business in 1867,
was unalterably opposed to secret orders. While many of our
publications reflect his spirit, our books have been extensively
adopted as text books in conferring the secret work of all
standard orders, and the publishers, in continuing their sale,
believe they are filling a much felt want.

In further justification, we submit the following from the
pen of a noted Masonic authority. This quotation will natur-
ally apply to treatises upon other secret orders:—

‘*The objection to treatises and disquisitions on Masonic
subjects, that there is danger through them of giving too
much light to the world without, has not the slightest support
front experience. In England, in France, and in Germany,
scarcely any restriction has been observed by Masonic writers,
except as to what is emphatically esoteric; and yet we do not
believe that the profane world is wiser in those countries than
in our own in respect to the secrets of Freemasonry. In the
face of these publications, the world without has remained as
tgnorant of the aporrheta of our art, as if no work had ever
been written on the subject, while the world within—the Craft
themselves—have been enlightened and instructed, and their
views of Masonry (not as a social or charitable society, but
as a philosophy, a science, a religion), have been elevated and
enlarged.

The truth is that men who are not Masons never read au-
thentic Masonic works. They have no interest in the topics
discussed, and could not understand them, from a want of
the preparatory education which the Lodge alone can supply.
Therefore, were a Wwriter even to trench a little on what may
be considered as being really the ‘arcana’ of Masonry, there
is no danger of his thus making an improper revelation to
improper persons.’’—Mackey, Ency. of Freemasonry, 1887 ed.,
p. 617,
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ORIGINAL PREFACE.

This volume is designed as a companion tc “Free-
wasonry Illustrated,” issued in July, 1879, the third
edition of which has just been issued. In the prefice
of that work the following language is used: “I'o
strengthen the testimony of these godly men, [seceders
who had testified against the lodge and exposed its so-
called secrets] and by a most rigid examination and
cross-examination of the witnesses of the defendant

COPYRIGHT 1911 in this struggle against the powers of darkness to prove
BY that the published revelations of Freemasonry are cor-
Ezra Cook, Pus., INc. ‘ rect, and that the doctrines inculcated in its ritual and

ceremonies, as stated by thé highest Masonic authori-
ties, arc more damning than any one would dream
from the mere perusal of the ritual and its horrible
oaths, is the object of this volume. To accomplish thig
the monitorial part which is inserted in the body of the
' degrees, is quoted from standard Masonic monitors, and
nearly four hundred foot notes, which consist of extracts
from standard Masonic publications, confirm the expo-
sition in every important particular, even to the oaths
and murderous penalties. We thus put on the witness
stand Dr. Albert G. Mackey, Daniel Sickels, Robert
Morris and A. T. C. Pierson, each of whom is a su-
preme ruler of the order, 33d degree, with the title of
Sovereign Grand Inspeclor General. We shall see
whether any attempt will be made to impeach their
testimony, which is terribly damaging to the order.”
Sixteen momnths have passed since that work was is-
sued and our fondest hopes have been realized. Not



hans


A
:
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~only has no champion of the order been foolthardy
enough to assail this book, but so overwlielming is the
mass of Masonic testimony quoted, that to our knowl-
edge lodges in some localities where the book has becn
circulated have not only ccased making Masons, but
rarely hold a lodge meeting, and the Worshipful Mas-
ter of one of these suspended lodges recently being
rallied upon the fact that the lodge so rarely met, an-
swered “The fact is, Mr. , You can make Masons
cheaper than we can.” Mr, had been zealously
circulating “Frcemasonry Illustrated” in his neighbor-
hood. ‘

Before issuing the work referred to, our plan included
ancther volume giving the Council and Encampment
degrees, and we had hoped that “President Blanchard's
pen like a trenchent broadsword” might be employed
on this work also, but God has ordered otherwise,
Whether the spirit of this Elijah of the reform against
the lodge has in any measure come upon the writer the
reader must judge. Certain it is that our work has
been accompanied by much prayer to God for divine
wisdom.

Though the issue of this volume was planned some
time ago, other duties had so crowded upon us that not
until the “Great Knights Templar Triennial Conclave”
in this city was close at hand were we aroused to the

importance of the immediate issue of this work. -

As public aitention has, in an unusual degree, been
called to-the higher Masonic degrees by the Chicago
Knights Templar Conclave we are hopeful that the
character of Knight Templarism may receive,such an
investigation as it deserves, and since this volume con-
tains not only the most complete a.d accurate ritual of

PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 5

these degrees extant, but nearly two hundred different
quotations froni standard Masonic authors, it does not
seem presumptuous to hope that this book may prove
of great value as a sort of encyclopedia of Knight Tem-
plarism. Tt is true that the first three degrees of the
volume form no part of the Commandery degrees, and
some Knights Templar have never taken them, but no
careful observer will fail to see that Satanic ingenuity
could scarce have contrived ceremonies better calculated
to completely terrorize and enslave souls and prepare
them to do his bidding. Nor are we dependent upon
the ritual and ceremonies themselves for this conclu-
sion ; Dr. Albert G. Mackey, Daniel Sickels and Robert
Morris, each “Sovereign Grand Inspector General” of
the order give such overwhelmingly damaging testimony
against the order as quoted in the foot notes and moni-
torial part, that to read their {estimony alone must con-
vince every patriot and particularly every Christian
that Freemasonry is utterly incompatible with repub-
lican institutions and in the highest degree antagonistic
to Christianity. In reference to the Council degrecs
the attention of the reader is particularly called to pages
121-123, where the testimony of Mackey ought to seitle
the question of the character and design of Freemasonry
beyond all dispute. Thus far we have called attention
particularly to the Council degrees, not because they
are worse than those of the Commandery, for the re
verse s true, but they are first in regular order.

The reader will observe that the three Commandery
degrees are all knightly or military orders, yet profes-
sedly religious. Were it not that Freemasonry from
first to last is a system of deception and falsehood, there
would be reason for surprise at the conflicting testimony
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of Mackey and Morris as to the connection of the mod-
ern order with the Templars of the Crusades. Some
will be not a little astonished to see that with refer-
ence to this order Dr. Morris frankly admits the his-
toric fact (note 119) that “wealth and prosperity natu-
rally led to licentiousness, neglect of Templar law and
in the end destruction.”

As soon as the Christian public realize what a hide-
ously blasphemous, heaven-defying order is in their
midst, professedly a defense of Christianity, nay more,
professing to be “intensely Christian” (Morris Dict.,
Arl. Christian Masonry), we believe as certain destruc-
tion awaits the order of modern Knights Templar.

For overwhelming Masonic evidence that the decep-

tion and blasphemy practiced in these degrees and or- .

ders can not be painted in too dark colors, the reader is
referred to Chapters 1. and IL, pages 121-123 and pages
282-285, and to notes 3, 6, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 16, 18, 21,
22, 25, 26, 27, 32, 35, 36, 38, 41, 46, 55, 58, 59, 60, 61,
62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 69, 70, V1, 72, 74, 81, 84, 85, 86,
88, 89, 92, 93, 94, 95, 97, 98, 101, 110, 111, 131, 132
and 134. The monitorial quotations all through the de-
grees prove conclusively the blasphemous use of the
Word of God, and the impious representation even of
the life, sufferings, resurrection and ascension of {he
Lord Jesus.

Ezra A. Cook.
Chicago, Nov. 1, 1880. ’

REVISER’S PREFACE

Free Masonry Illustrated has been for about twenty-
five years before the publie, the last edition having
been published in 1904. This edition being exhausted,
I have been desired by the publisher to go over the
book, making such suggestions as seem to me helpful.
I hesitate somewhat to do so. Those who knew Presi-
dent Jonathan Blanchard do not need to be told of
the powerful manner in which he wrote concerning
the evils of secret societies, and all other institutions
which seemed to him hostile to the teachings of the
Holy Scripture and the interests of mankind. I have,
therefore, done this work as well as I might and with
some diffidence, and the sincere prayer that God may
bless the work committed to the public which must
read and judge.

It is not improper in this connection to say a single
word respecting the contribution which the publisher
has made to the great discussion of the secret society
movement in our country and age. He was associated
with President Jonathan Blanchard from the begin-
ning of the movement. Personally he was a quiet,
earnest man, but devoted himself with prayer and self-
forgetfulness to the proclamation of unpopular truths.
It is a pleasure, as well as a duty, to testify to the
earnestness, the charity and the self-sacrifice with
which he has done his work. No man who knew him
well is likely to question the propriety of the ad-
Jectives just used, and the many who have rejoiced
in his testimony, and who have been delivered from
the traps, snares and pitfalls which the secret society
system has placed for the feet of the unwary, will
sympathize with him in these days of his weakness and
affliction; and will pray that all Divine blessing may
rest upon him and his household.

CHARLES A. BLANCHARD.
Chicago, July 22, 1911,
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CHHAPTER 1.
IIISTORY OF TIE COUNCIL AND COMMANDERY DEGRERS

Secr : T is T
Antiquity of the Secret Orders, o Prorennerity Abounds. —n
Park De'eds Grow.—Modern Knight Templarism; not the Knigl‘;.t
Templarism of the Middle Ages.—Modern Secret Societies 1os-
sentially One with Those of Greece, Rome and Africa,

The United States of America is the great secrct
soclety nation of the world. Seecret socictics being
parasites and living upon institutions which are able
to furnish them with sustenance, have comparatively
small place in savage, semi-civilized and aristocratic
countries. The Christian religion makes men free
and increases their leisure and their property. A inan
whp earns from three to ten cents a dav as in India
China or Africa, will not have a great deal of time or
money to spend upon lodges. A hard working Ger-
man peasant who earns forty dollars a year by long
days of hard labor, does not furnish g very favorable
ob,]ecfc for secret society plunderers. Where wages
are high and hours of labor are comparatively short
and wheI:e opinion, speech and assemblage are free’
secret societies find their most fertile soil. Thus it has
been that the country which was settled by Puritans
Covenanters, by Hollanders, by Huguenots and Luth-
erans, all oi:' whom by teaching and example condemn
secret assocmtiogs, is a country where secret associa-
tions most flourish. A new generation arises which
does. not know Joseph. The sons of the Pilgrims
glorify their fathers with words, and turn their backs
upon their examples.

It is also natural that in the United States secret
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THE ANTIQUITY OF THE SECRET ORDERS A PRETENCE. 19

societies should find their strongest adherents in the
South, where for two hundred years and more white
men lived on the unrequited toil of black men, thus
having money and time to spend on secret societies.
Masonic historians teach us that the Council Degrees
were introduced into America in Charleston, South
Carolina. Albert G. Mackey gives the names of the
Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem which received
through a certain Brother Myers from Frederick II,
King of Prussia, certified copies of the Counecil De-
grees. ‘‘Although these degrees were once exclusively
under the control of the Supreme 'Council of the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,”” we are assured
by Mackey that ‘‘the first of the three Council de-
grees is not ancient, so it is fair to presume that the
rest are not.”” The pretense of antiquity, which is
so common among lodge men, is one of the strange
things connected with these Orders. Organizations
which ard formed in our own time, and which are
confessedly of the most modern origin, frequently as-
sume the title ‘‘ancient’ as the badge of their or-
ganizations. Why they should do this is a mystery.
That they do it, all moderately well informed persons
know. We may therefore conclude this section by say-
ing that the degrees of Royal, Select and Superexcel-
lent Masters are modern degrees, probably invented
among the infidels of Germany, introduced into this
country in Charleston, South Carolina, and now con-
ferred in Councils of Royal and Select Masters
throughout the bounds of the Nation

THE HISTORY OF THE COMMANDERY DEGREES

The Commandery degrecs, Knights of the Red
Cross, Knights Templar and Knights of Malta, are
also modern creations. There is a strange inconsist-
ency in the Masonic historians as they write respect-
ing them. We are at one moment given to under-
stand that the Knights of our time are lineally de-
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scended from the Knights Templar of the middle ages;
at other times Masonic writers tell us plainly that the
Knight Templarism of our time has no connection
whatever with that of the crusades. Some of these
writers speak of the Knights in terms of highest praise
(Mackey’s Lexicon of I'ree Masonry, article, Knight
Templary) ; others of them tell us plainly that they
were a cruel, licentious, unprincipled class of men.
What little honor they had was expendled among them-
selves. Regarding the masses of the people they were
an unmitigated shame and curse. (Note 114, page
231, Morris.) In this confusion and discord of Ma-
sonic writers, we are thrown back upon our own reason
and observation.

Scerecy naturally leads to evil. ““‘Out of the dark-
ness dark deeds grow.”” No fairly intelligent man
doubts that all helpful, wholesome enterprises are
open, and that all shameful and malevolent organiza-
tions are naturally secret in character. The slightest
reflection makes this perfectly plain. Homes are open.
Housces of shame are concealed. Men come and go
from the one frecly and in the light; men come and
go from the others secretly and in the dark. Of course
there arc cases where shame is lost and this latter re-
mark does not apply to, but generally speaking it is
absolutely true. The same thing may he said respect-
ing a manufactory of goods for the needs of men, and
a manufactory for the coining of counterfeit currency.
The same thing can be said about an assemblage for
the worship of God in a church, and an assemblage of
men for the purpose of stealing horses or cattle. Hon-
est things naturally seck the light; dishonest and evil
things naturally seek the cover of secrecy; and the
secrecy in many instances produces the evil which it
afterward seeks to hide. So herc we find that pro-
visions which are needless for any good purpose will
always be devoted to some evil one. Reason declares
that this must be done; experience shows that it is.

KNIGHT TEMPLARISM NOT OF THE MIDDLE AGES. R1

We may conclude here, as in respect to the degrees
of Royal, Select and Superexcellent Masters, Igy.si)g-
ing that the degrees of the Red Cross, the mgd s
Templar and the Knights of Malta are modern & fe-
grees invented for yarious purposes, e. g., to gratily
the vanity of men, to secure power, to seceure hm;n;gn-
ity from crime. We are eompel}ed to affirm t aT ey
have no connection whatever with the Knight .errip-
Jarism of the middle ages. It would be no particu afl
credit to them if they were, but they have no suc
relation, and their pretense to antiquity must be se';.
down as another falsehood usqd by the advoc.ates. 0
Templarism as a recommendation for the ms‘tltutlo]n,
which thoroughly understood, must be universally

condemned.
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A PRETENCE OF A VALUABLE END To BE SECURED

truth. The attaining of this truth has al.ways beeﬁ
count.ed to be the great object 'c%nd design of a
Masonic labor.”—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 507.

CHAPTER II
CHARACTER OF TIIE COUNCIL AND COMMANDERY DEGREES

A Pretense of Some Valuable End to Be Secured.—Charac-
teristics of Knight Templarism Secrecy, and Obedience.—
The Order Seeks io Meet Man's Need of Christ in the Soul.—
Penalties ¢f the Knight Templar Degrees Call for Murder.—~The
Lodge a Continuous Education for Murder.—The Five Libations.
—Members Must Yield Private Judgment.—Why Are Good Men
in Lodges?—The Unpardonable Crime of Masonry Is Disobedi-
ence.—Follow Christ’'s Commands Rather Than the Instructions

of the Lodge.—If Any Man Have Not the Spirit of Christ He is
None of His. '

There is a very wearisome similarity in the Rituals
of all secret societies. The character of such orders is
esgentially the same. If you know one, you in fact
know them all. This is true both of the ancient and
of the modern secret societies. ' The mysteries of India.
Grecce, Rome and Africa did not essentially differ.
The secret societies of our own time are also the same
in their fundamental principles. There are different
names, regalias, and forms of words, but the under-
lying principles are everywhere identical. For ex-
ample: There is always a pretense of some good to be
gained. This is of course unavoidable. Mackey, spcak-
ing of the degree Royal Master, says that ‘‘the cere-
monies of this degree present one great idea, the truly
Masonic one of the laborer seeking for his reward.
Through all the symbolism of Masonry from the first
to the last degree the search for the word has been
considered as a symbolic expression for the search for

‘Why one who is seeking to attaln trl.lth shouéd banci
himself with other men in a secret society he oest;llot
even pretend to say. In like manner men tell. us ad
patriotism and brotherhood, relief of suffering an )
growth in knowledge, are the purposes of one secre
gociety and another; and in all these cases there 18
no explanation even attemp'fed qf the relation b(eit.w%erz
gecrecy and the object which is to be secured; 1(11
always a pretense of some valuable end to be secured.

SECRET SOCIETIES RELIGIOUS

Another universal fact in secret societies whichsls
very clearly exemplified in the de?grees of Royal, Se-
lect and Superexcellent Masters is that all these ori
ganizations, first or last, in some way or other, dea
with the rcligious needs of man. God has so con-
structed the human soul that it reaches out for superé
human help. The sense of ?veakness, the senset O't
gin, an intimation of immorality, a dreafi qf wha t }:
may bring, and the desire for happiness 1n it, aﬁe e
common inheritance of the race. At times the r(e;—
ligious sense 1S dulled, pushed into the backg}x;mtm.,
dwarfed, perhaps occasionally seems dE?.d', ud in
every instance there is a terrible av.vakenmg, and 1n
some way or other men seek 'fo satl‘sfy.tl}e rel:lglé)t;s
longings of their souls. Christian faltp is intende blo
do two things: first, to help men to live comforta ly
and well in this world, and in the. second place .to he 1()1
men to go into the coming life with hope and joy an

e
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blessedness. In some form or other, to some degree
or other, lodges seek to meet these two needs, and the
degrees of the Council of Royal and Select Masters
are like all the rest. For example: DMackey, in his
Ritualist, page 549, speaking of the Select Master’s
degree, says: ‘‘The Masonic stone of foundation so
conspicuous in the degree of Select Master, is a symbol
of Divine Truth, upon which all speculative Masonry
is built, and the legends and traditions which refer to
it are intended to describe in an allegorical way the
progress of truth in the soul, the search for which is
a Mason’s labor, and the disecovery of which is to be
his reward.’’

Truth practised becomes virtue. That is, virtuous
action is action according to the facts of the case.
When we treat men and things according to their real
nature we live virtuously. If we really attain to truth
in our heartd we shall live wisely and well in our lives.
This is the practical end which all secret societies pro-
fess. Temperance, Brotherly Kindness, Faith, Cour-
age, Perseverance; all these are professed objects in
the various lodges of our time. If the lodges could
really produce the virtues which they profess, they
would be as truly religious as the Christian system,
which has actually brought about these virtues of
which the lodges lyingly boast.

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR ["IGREE

These degrees, our remarks are especially suggested
by the fifth of the Knights Templar degree, are pro-
fessedly Christian. Ignorant men who know nothing
about Christianity and very little about Templary,
frequently declare that a faithful member of one of
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SEEKS TO SUPPLY MAN'S NEED OF CHRIST. 25

these Templar lodges must be a Christian man. Let

as dwell for a moment upon the characteristics of thes.e
degrees; and in the first place we remark that thel’r
members are introduced in every case by a s?a\.re S
oath. With a painful iteration that would be ridicu-
lous if it were not tragic, time after time, degree after
degree, the candidate is sworn to obey. ‘I \.avill keep
secret,”’ ‘I will keep secret,’”” ‘I will kegp
secret,”’ ‘I will obey,” “1 will obey,” I will
obey.”” Tt would be strange were it not for the
fact that evil like good is progressive in character,
to know that the assurance of the Master that the
lodge oath is mnot to interfere with the duties of
the lodge man is omitted in these higher, or lower,
degrees. In the Blue Lodge the candidate has the
assurance of the Master that nothing in the ob'ga-
tion which he is about to assume shall interfere with
the exalted duties which he owes to himself, his family,
his country or his God. There is no such statem.ent
made in Council or Commandery degrees, but time
after time the candidate is simply sworn that he will
conceal and that he will obey.

Another characteristic of all these degrees ‘is in the
constant repetition of the signs of the degrfaes. These
signs refer either to the destruction of life or the
mutilation of the body. The sign of the Entered Ap-
prentice degree is a motion that indicates the cutt.ing
of the throat; the sign of the Fellow Craft degree 1s a
motion which indicates the tearing out of the }.1ear.t;
the sign of the Master Mason indicates the cutting in
two of the body; the sign of the Mark Master repre-
sents the cutting off of the hand. The sign of the
Past Master refers to the penalties of the first three
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degrees, throat cutting, heart tearing out and cutting
of the body in two. The sign of the most Excellent
Master degree refers to the tearing open of the breast;
the sign of the Royal Arch Mason refers to the cutting
off of the top of the head. The penalty of the Royal
Master is that a candidate be burned alive; of the
Select Master that his eyes should be torn from their
sockets, his hands chopped off and his body quartered.
The penalty of the Superexcellent degree is that his
thumbs should be cut off, his eyes put out and his
body bound in chains of brass and carried away to a
distant land. The penalty of the Knight of the Red
Cross is that his house should be torn down, the tim-
bers set up and he hanged thereon. The penalty of
the Knight Templar degree is that his head should
be smitten off and placed upon the highest spire of
Christendom. There is a Satanic perseverance in the
way in which these penalties, which call for murder,
are constantly kept before the mind of the candidate.
In all the Council and Commandery degrecs in open-
ing and closing, every one of the signs which refer to
these mutilating or murderous penalties has to be
given. Every time a man takes a new degree he gets
a new sign which reminds him that if he does not stay
by the Order, he is likely to lose his life. There are
probably twenty-five or thirty well known cases in
which Masons have been murdered by their fellow
lodge men for failing to maintain their secret society
oaths: but instead of wondering at this, one who reads
the Rituals and sees how degree after degree a man
must not only give the sign which calls for the penalty
of that degree, but the signs of the penalties of all the
preceding degrees,—I say, when one thinks of this, he
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is astonished that the murders are not a hundred fold
more frequent than they are. I remember well to
have been asked at one time by a Knight Templa}r
Mason what the trouble with Masonry was. He said
that he tried to be a decent man, and he could not
gee what the objection to the lodge could be. 1 re-
plied, well, there are many objections; one of them
is that the lodge is a continuous education for mur-
der. He said: ‘‘That is nonsense; there is not a word
of truth in it.”” I said, well, let me ask you a ques-
tion; do you think that a man could be in a Masox.lic
lodge room once a week, and hear the oath admin-
istered and sce the signs given, without coming to be-
lieve that it would be right to kill a man who should
break his Masonic oath? ‘“Why,’” he replied, ‘I think
any man who breaks a Masonic oath ought to b.e
killed.”” Well, I said, then you have in yourself evi-
dence for the truth of what I say; killing a man for
breaking a Masonic oath in this country is murder,
and you are ready for it now.

' The third characteristic of these degrees is that they
are blasphemous. For example: To have drunkfan,
profane, Godless men forming the Cherubim, which
they do repeatedly in the Council of the Royal and
Select Masters, is one instance. Then to have the
came sort of men kneeling cn cne knee, or on the other
knee, or on both knees, and putting their hands on
the Bible,—mnot the Bible as a sacred book, but on the
Bible with the square and compass above’ it, three
¢“grticles of furniture’’ as they are called. Then to
have men, such as we all know to be in the Councils of
Royal and Select Masters, and in the Commanderies of
Knights Templar, repeating such words as these:
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“ And behold I come quickly and my reward is with
me to give every man according as his work shall be.”’
““I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last.”” Words which seem perfectly
appropriate in the mouth of our Lord and Savior, but
horribly blasphemous in the mouths of men who in
Councils and Commanderies arc repeating them.

I heard a seceding Mason once say: ‘‘I have not
gone so far in Masonry as some men have, but I went
far enough to sec a drunken, profane wretch sitting be-
hind a burning bush saying, ‘I am the God of thy
fathers,” and that was far enough for me.”’

The way in which the lodge in the Select Master’s
degree speaks of the Word of God is another instance
of the same sort; the name of God is spoken of as used
among the Jews, as used among the firc worshipers,
then as among the Trojans and Canaanites, then
among the Egyptians, and one reccives the impression
that one of these words is about as good as another,
that they all mean substantially the same thing, so that
God or Baal may be used indifferently. In the Com-
mandery perhaps the most horrible instance of this
kind is in the Chamber of Reflection, where a skull is
placed on the Bible and where the five libations are
taken: cne to the honor of Solomon, one to the honor
of Hiram of Tyre, onc to the honor of Hiram the archi-
tect, a fourth in honor of Simon the Cyrenian and the
fifth is declared to be a testimony to belief in immor-
tality of the soul and the candidate says: ‘‘As the
sins of the whole world were laid upon the head of my
Savior, so may the sins of him whose skull this was
(speaking of the skull bow! out of which he drinks) be
laid upon me in addition to my own, should I prove
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untrue to this, my solemn obligation of a Knight
Templar.”” What a wretched mixup there is of truth
and falsehood, and what a horrible thing for a human
being, a sinner who must be saved by the blood of
Jesus, or die cternally, to pray double damnation upon
his soul in this fashion.

FREE MASONRY AN ABSOLUTE CHRISTLESS DESPOTISM

This is evident on cvery page of the Masonic Law.
Low degrces and high degrees alike bear their testi-
mony to this tremendous fact. General A. T. C. Pier-
son says: ‘‘We may not call in question the pro-
priety of this organization. If we would be Masons
we must yield private judgment; to the law and to
the testimony, if any man walk not by this rule, it
is because there is no light in him.”” (Pierson’s Tradi-
tions, page 30). Albert G. Mackey says in his Lexi-
con article, ‘‘Master of the Lodge’’: ‘‘The power of
the Master in his lodge is absolute.”” He says again in
an article “‘obedience’’: ‘‘The Mason is obedient
to the Master, the Master to the lodge and the lodge
to the Grand Lodge.”’ Robert Morris, on page 195
of Webb’s Monitor, edition with the synopsis of Ma-
sonic law, says: ‘‘The first duty of the reader of this
synopsis of Masonic law is to obey the edicts of his
Grand Lodge, right or wrong. His very existence as
a Mason hangs upon obedience to the powers im-
mediately set above him. Failure in this must in-
variably bring down expulsion, which as a Masonic
decath, ends all. The one unpardonable crime in a
Mason is contumacy or disobedience.”’

What is here stated in plain terms is implied
throughout the whole work of lodge, chapter, council
and commandery. There is no provision in the whole
system for the exercise of conscience on the part of the
Mason. Secrecy and obedience are declared to be the
cardinal virtues of the Mason. He may be a drunkard
and an adulterer, a thief, and be a worthy Mason.
That is to say, he will not by the commission of any
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of these offenses necessarily deprive himself of mem-
bership in the Order, but he must obey, and if he does
not obey, then he becomes a Masonic outcast. He must
conceal the proceedings of his lodge, chapter, council
or commandery from his wife, from his neighbors and
friends who are not Masons, from his brethren in the
Church, if he professes to be a Christian; and if he
does this, keeps the secrets of the Order and obeys
the commands, signs, summons and tokens sent to
him, he then may he a good and satisfactory member
of the Order. Is it possible to conceive of any Satanic
institution more clearly and evidently devilish than
this?

MASONIC PREACHERS AND CHURCI1I MEMBERS

We are continually asked how it is possible that
Free Masonry should be such a system as a study
of these degrees shows it to be, and that at the same
time ministers, members and other officers of churches
should be connected with the Order. It is undoubt-
edly a great mystery, but it is not the only one. Any-
one who reads the New Testament knows that Jesus
would have his brethren clean, and yet all know that
many of them are not so. How can professed Chris-
tians accumulate money, -as they do, neglecting the
cry of the suffering, and the needs of a thousand mil-
lJion heathen? How can professed Christians bribe
legislators or judges, and how can professed Chris-
tians who are judges or legislators, accept bribes, and
do the unlawful things which many of them do? How
was it possible for ministers, bishops and members of

churches to own slaves, and buy them and sell them, .
and work them without wages, and educate, clothe and

feed their own children by selling slave children?
How was it possible that professed Christian people
should do such things as these? Evervbody who
knows the facts at all, knows that they did just such
things, and it is not any more difficult to understand
how professed Christians should be lodge men, should
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t to the shameful and degrading ceremonies,
:ﬁgfﬁg incur heathenish obligations, and the mprder-
ous, devilish penalties of lodge, chapter, council and
commandery, than it is to understand how they should
do these other things which all men know they have
done, some of which they are still doing. The fact. i8,
God does not allow man to trust in man. He requires
man to trust in Him. Jesus never told us to follow
the example of pastors, elders, bishops or deacons: He
told us to follow Him. If we fail to do this we fail to
live Christian lives; and every reader, if he is a pro-
fessing Christian, should seriously a§k h_lmself this
question: ¢‘Am I leading the thsthke life? Am 1
speaking and acting as Jesus did?”’ If not, then so
far as he fails of thus living, he fails of the Christian
life, and if he is not in will and purpose devoted thus
to live, he is not a Christian at all. ““If any man have
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His.”
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KNIGHT TEMPLARISM ILLUSTRATED.
CHAPTER III.

A
EigeTH, OR ROYAL MASTER'S DEGREE.
Al ATy ! .
1 OPENING CEREMONIES.
Deputy 111, Master 'l'hnce . Ma.ster

Thrice Illustrious Master'(one rap, calling to order)—
Companion Captain of the Guard proceed to satisfy
yourself that all present are Royal Masters.

Captain of the Guard (having looked around)—Thrice
Illustrious, all present are Royal Masters.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Is the Sentinel at his post
and the sanctuary securely guarded?

Captain of Guard—1 will ascertain and report.
Companion Steward see that the Sentinel is at his
post and the sanctuary securely guarded, and inform
bim that the Thrice Illustrious Master is about to open
—— Couneil® of Royal Masters, and direct him to
guard accordingly. (Steward gives eight raps, three
three and two, 000-000-00 on the door, Sentinel answers
with the same when Steward opens the door, commu-
nicates the order, returns and reports:)

Steward—Companion Captain of the Guard, the Sen-
tinel is at his post and the sanctuary securely guarded.

Captain of Guard—Thrice Tllustrious Master, the
sanctuary is secure.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Are you a Royal Master?

Captain of Guard—I have visited the sanctum sanc-
torum and seen the glory of Israel.

R T R T A BT

Principal Couductor.

Sentinel.

NoTE 1.—**THERICE ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND MASTER, as King Soi.omon, seated in
the East, dressed in purple robes, a crown on his head and a sceptre in his hand.
His jewel is a square and trowel, within a triangle.”—@Sickels’ Monitor, Part
3, page 3.

NoTte 2.—*‘The assembly of Royal and Select Masters is called a Council, "=
Sickels’ Monitor, Part 3, page 3.
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Thrice Illustrious Master—Where were you received
as a Royal Master?

Captain of Guard—In a legally constituted Council
of Royal Masters,” assembled in a place representing
the sanctumn sanctorum of King Solomon's Temple.

T hrice Illustrious Master—How many compose such
a Council ?

Captain of Guard—Nine* or more.

Thrice Illustrious Master—When composed of nine
of whom does it consist.?

Japtain of Giard—Thrice Illustrious Master, Dep-
uty Illustrious Master, Illustrious Principal Conductor,’
Cuptain of the Guard, Companions Treasurer, Record-
er, Cond ictor, Steward and Sentinel.

Thrice. Mlustrions Master—Companion Captain of
the Guard, it is my order that —— Conncil——of Roy-
al Masters be now opened for work.

Caprain of Guard—Companions, it is the order of the
'Thrice Illustrious Master that Council be
be now opened for work; take due notice and govern
vourselves accordingly.

[Led by the Master, the signs and due guards from
Entered Apprentice to Royal Master are now giveu:|

Note 3. —**The ¢ercmonics of the degree of Royal Master are very hrief and
simple—bricfer and simipler, indeed, than those of any of the preceding degrees.
Symbolically, however, they present one great idca—the truly Masonic one---of
the laborer secking for his reward.  ‘rliroughout all the symbolism of Masonry,
from the first to the last degree, the gcarch for the Wonrp has been consiGered
but as a symbolic expression tfor the search after Truth. The attainment of this
Fruth has always been acknowledged to be the great object and derign of all
Masonic labor.”—Mackey s Ritualist, page 50%7.

NoTE 4.—*‘No less (han nine nor more than twenty-seven Royal Masters can
vork together in a council; if more are present they refrain from taking part In
:ne proceedings.”—Morris' Dict., Art. Royal Master.

NorE b.—*‘PrINCIPAL CONDUCTOR OF THE WORK, as Hiram Abif, on the left of
solomon, dressed in scarlet and yellow robes, His jewel {s the plumh and trow
el, within a triangle.”—3Sickels® Monitor, Part 8, page 8.
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DUE-GUAKD OF AN LNTERED APPRENTICE.

H.old out left Lind, with pulm up, a lit-
tle in front of the body, height of hips;
uext place right hand horizontally over

the lett, two or three inches ahove it
[ See cut.]

ue-Guard. Entered
Apprentice.

SIGN OF AN ENLERED APPRENTICE.

Made from due-guard hy dropping left
hand to side. and at same tiue raise right
arm, with haud still open. and draw 1]7?1]4'
quickly across the throat. the thumb be-

Mg mext fo the throat, then hand drops .,
side. [ See cut, |

Sign of Faper,d
Apprenlice.

DUE-GUARD OV A )FELLOW CRALFT,

Hold vut right hund, palm dowu.
hgght ot hips. and raise left liand to
point  perpendicularly upward. tore-
Ay forming o right angle witl, aem.
| See cat, |

o Guard Fellow
Crafl.
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SIGN OF A FELLOW CRAFT.

Made from due-guard by dropping left
hand carelessly to side while raising right
hand to left breast, fingers crooked a
little; then draw hand quickly across the
bresst; then drophand toside. [See cut.]

Sign of ellow
gnCraft.

touching each other. [See cut. ]

- N
Due-Guard, Mas
ter Mason.

SIGN OF A MASTER MASON.

Made from dn.e-guar(’i, by dropping left
hand and drawing right hand across the
bowels to the right, thiumb toward the body,

height of hips. [See cut.]

DUE-GUARD OF A MASTER MASON.

Extend both hands, in front of the body,
height of hips, palms down, thumbs nearly

Signofa Master
Mason,

OPENING CEREMONTES. 37

DUE-GUARD, OR SIGN OF SMITING OFF
RIGHT EAR.

Third and fourth fingers of right
hand closed; thumb and first and
second fingers extended; position of
carrying the keystone; then bring
right hand up to right ear and move
it back and forth as if brushing
back a lock of hair, ear passing be-
tween thumb and fingers each time.
[See cut.] This refers to the penalty
of having right earsmote off.

=, i &N\
)
Due-Guard, Mark Master.

SIGN OF A MARK MASTER.

Made from due-guard by dropping
right hand and arm to a horizontal
position, extended in front on a line
with the hips, and at same time
raise left hand about the height of
your chin, and bring it down edge-
wise on right wrist, as if to chop off
right hand. [See cut.] This refers
to last part of penalty of the obli-
gation of this degree.
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PAST MASTER'S
DUE-GUARD.
Fingers of right
hand closed, end
of thumb Dbe-
tween closedlips,
as if ready to
v split open the
Jtongue with
| thumb nail.

P. M. SIGN.
Raixerighthand
10 1 fo :iloulder,
hand open, and
draw it diagon-
ally down across

thus crossing the
penalties of the
firstthreedegrees

DUE-GUARD, OR

EX. MASTER.

Hands on cen-
ter of breast, tin-
gers just touch-
Ing each other,
crossed as if to
tear open breast,
which is the pen-
alty of this de-
gree. [Sce Cut.]
SIGN, OR BIGN OF
ASTONIZHMENT,
Hands and arms
extended for-
wards and  up-
wards,eyesrolled
back. |Sce ent.]

Pue-Guard or Tepal Sign M, K Masies,

hody t()righthip,'_

8ign of a I'ast Master,

PENAL SIGN,MOST §©

Rign of Astonishment, Moat
Kacalient Magter,
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ROYAL ARCH DUE-
GUARD.

Turning to the
left and looking up,
raise left hand and
arm, as shown in
cut, first position,
palm of hand out:
then bring up right
hand, with a slight
slap on back of left;
then turn to the
right,and raise right
hand, and hring up
left. hand  with o
slap on right hand.

R. A, Due-Guard—~First Pos) tion,

ROYAL ARCH SIGN.

Right hand held with edge against
forehead, thumb next to forehead;
then draw hand across to the right.
This refers to the penalty of the de-
gree—skull smote off.

Y
Rovel Arh 8fen
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DUE GUARD OF A ROYAL MASTER,
Place forefinger of right hand on lips.

Dueguar. '
Thyice Illustrious Master (eight raps, 000 000 00.)
Deputy Illustrious Master (eight raps 000 000 00.)
Principal Conductor (eight raps 000 000 00.)

PRAYER® ON OPEN NG A COUNCIL OF ROYAL MASTERS.

*‘Almighty God thou art fromn everlasting to ever-
lasting; unchangeable in thy being; unbounded and
incomprehensible. Thou didst speak into being this
vast fabric of the Universe. We adore and bow before
thee with reverential awe, and acknowledge our sins
and misdeeds for thou hast promised to heal our back-
slidings and to love us freely. Look down from thy
holy habitation and bless us with thy approbation.
Teach us to praise thy holy Name arignt, for thou art
the God whom we fear, and to whom we bow with hum-
ble submission. Lord, hear our prayer, and accept our
Zazc;iﬁce of thanksgiving."—Mackey's Ritualist, page

All—So mote it be.

Thrice Illustrious Master—I declare Couneil
of Royal Masters opened. Companion Captain
of the Guard, inform the Tyler, (one rap. all seated.
Tyler 18 informed in same manner as before.)

NoTg 6.—**This prayer, and the one for closing, were in use by the Supreme
Counecll of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, from the first introduction of
the degree into this country by that body. The ritual in my possession, which
contains these prayers, was copied by the Grand Commander, about the year
1822, from the authorized ritual {n the archives. Their beauty and antiquit
justify their retention in every manual of Cryptic Masonry.""—Mackey’s Rituai:
ist, page ™43. .

CHAPTER IV.

ErgaTH, o0 RoYAL MASTER'S DEGREE.
INITIATION.

Thrice Ilustrious Master—Companion Caplain of
the Guard, you will see that the candidate 1s prepared
and presented.  (Captain of the qu‘d goes to the
preparation room, takes off candidate’s coat and hands
him a golden bowl or basin (imitation gold) when they
enter the council room, pass to the northeast corner
and then to the east in frout of the Principal Conduct-
or. who, representing Hiram Abif. stands at a table
where there are or should be other golden (?) vessels.

agram. '

Sez‘gjlytiin of) Guard’—]I have a piece of work for your
1 tion. . _
mslr’)gfncipal Conductor (as Hiram Abif, taking the ves-
sel from candidate)—This is a beantiful piece of work
indeed and the companion who wrought 1t is worthy
of the confidence of the craft and in due time shall re-
ceive his reward. (Principal Conductor turns to his
table, examines the vessels and then reads from a mon-
itor: .

“ olomon made all the vessels that pertained
unt?ltl}(lieshouse of the Lord: the altar of gold, and the
table of gold, whereupon the shew-bread was; and the
candlesticks of pure gold; five on the right side and
five on the left, before the oracle; with the flowers,
and the lamps, and the tongs of gold; and the bowls,
and the snuffers, and the basins, and the spoons, and
the censers of pure gold: and the hinges of gold, both
for the doors of the inner house, the most holy place,
and for the doors of the house, to wit, of the Temple.
So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he

T—" ND CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD, as Adoniram, in the West, dressed
}11532?11: ‘Roya?x'ch Captain.  His jewel is battle-ax and trowel, withir a tri-

angic. '—3Sickels’ Moniior, Paii 8, payge 4,
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made King Solomon for the house of the Lord.—1 Ki.
T: 48,5, 40."—Sickels’ Monitor, Part 3, page 4.

Thrice Illustrious Muster—Illustrious Companion
Principal Conductor, how goes the hour?

Principal Conductor—High twelve, Thrice Illustri-
ous.

Thrice Illustrious Master—It being hi
will call the craft from labor to refres megxllt.twelve you

Principal Conductor éthree raps)—Companions, it is
the will and pleasure of Thrice Illustrious King Solo-
mon, that the craft be now called from labor to refresh-
ment. You are so called (one rap). (The Companions
now form a “cherubim” about the altar; that 18, form
80 a8 to represent the outstretched wings; the Princi-
pal Conductor, leaving his table, goes to the south side
of the cherubim, enters, goes to the altar and repeats:)

PRAYER BY PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR.

“Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me nei-
ther poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient
for me; lest I be full and deny thee and say, Who is
the Lord? or lest I be goor and steal and take the name
of my God in vain."—Chase’s Council Monitor, page 11.

(At the conclusion of his prayer the Principal Con-
ductor a%proaches the west, when the Captain of the
Guard, w o had remained south of the cherubim fol-
lows the Principal Conductor, and the Captain of the
Gl}grdtsayszl)c G

saptain of Guard—Grand Master Hira i
shall T receive the Master's Word ¥  Abif, when

Principal Conductor—My worthy friend Adoniram.*

b

Nore 8.—**The reward had been promised, and the tim

Adoniram thought, when the promise was to be redeemed, alfdht?l?e[}l?xeco Vg:)?dg
divine Truth—was to be imparted. Hence, inthe person of Adoniram, or th

Royal Master, we see symbolized the Speculative Mason, who, having lstbore:ia
to complete his spiritual temple, comes to the Divine Master that he ma re-
ceive his reward, and that hig labor may be consummated by the acquisitloyn of
Truth. But the temple that he has been building 18 the temple of this life : that
first temple which must be destroyed by death, that the second temple of the fu-
ture life may be built on its foundations. And in this first temple the truth o:n
not be found. 'We must be content with its substitute. This then, is the sym-
bolism of the Royal Master’s degres."—Mackey's Ritualist, p'aqc 508, ym

INITIATION. 43

it is uncertain whether yon will ever receive it, for by
the solemn obligation assumed by Solomon, King of
Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre and myself, it can not be
cornmunicated wutil the Temple is completed and we
three are present and agreed. Then, and not till theu,
all those who shall prove themselves worthy, by their
industry, skill and fidelity, shall receive the secrets of a
Master Mason. [The Principal Conductor turns to
pass on towards the west, when the Captain of the
Guard again stops him with a question:]

Captain of Guard—Grand Master Hiram, this be
ing so, suppose one of you three, even you, yourselt,
should be removed hence by death, prior to the com-
pletion of the Temple, what then would become of the
Master's Word? (Principal Conductor stands meditat-
ing a moment, then taking candidate by the left arm,
moves slowly about the altar, moving with the :un, as
in all the degrees in the rite of circumambulation.
As they pass along, he says:)

Principal Conductor—"Companion Adonir~m, death
is a subject that admits of no levity, when mentioned
by mortal man. The young may die, the old 1nust die,
the wisest knoweth not how soon.

“The youngest Entered Apprentice upon the check-
ered pavement below, dwells even in the shadow of
death,’ while the invisible hand extends equally above
King Solomon on his ivory throne. We walk upon

the ashes of the generations who have gone this way
before us, and our bodics must =oon crumble into dust.
[t is not for mc, Companion Adoniram, to hope that [
shall escape the common doom of man, but when [1 die
they will bury it here. |

Nore 9.—*‘Its ritual is ingeniously arranged. The imminence of dm—l;-:nd

the confusion that our temporal affairs experience by its sudde:. approach, are
eloquently wrought into it."—Morris® Diol.. Art. Royal Master.
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“Death terminates the labor of a man. There isno
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the
grave. The most gifted of mortal k.ngs thus medi-
tates: ‘Brief life is here our portion.’ Speedily do
we hasten to the end of these cares and labors. What
an 1ncentive is this to an industrious use of our facul-
ties, that we should labor diligently to complete that
inner temple for God'’s eternal praise and be ready to
sleep in peace, as the night cometh when no man can
work. My work, Companion Adoniram, is not finished
though 1 have labored faithfully and long, but when
[ Ldie they will bury it here. ]

Companion Adoniram, it is through the gate of death
that we find an entrance to the place of wages, refresh-
ment and rest. The Supreme Master of the universe,
before whom we bow in adoration, and whose All-seeing
Eye has marked our labors in the lodge below, promises
to spread before us in the stupendous lodge above all
the joys and glories of his Eternal Sabbath. After the
strong hand of death has leveled all in the humiliation
of the grave, the Alm ghty hand of the Supreme Mas-
ter shall prevail and exalt every brother to the glorious
companionship of that undissolving lodge. There the
designs upon the trestle-board will be seen completed.
There'the adoration of the twelfth hour will be the
everlasting joy. There the noontide ot bliss will eter-
nally shine.  There the 'scales of doubt and dark-
ness shall fall from my eyes and the wise purposes of
the Divine Architect be displayed in all their splendor.
With this light of faith beaming upon me, O death
where is thy sting! .

* My hope, Companion Adoniram, rests in the highor
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lodge to which I am advancing, and Wher% [I die they
will bury it here]."—Chase’s Council Monitor, page 11.

[The Principal Conductor passes around to the .east,
and the Captain of the Guard and candidate mingle
with the companions who “break cherubim.”) .

Thrice Illustrious Master—Illustrious Companion
Principal Condactor, how goes the hour? .

Principal Conductor—It is one hour past high twelve,
Thrice Illustrious.

Thrice Illustrious Master—It being one hour past
high twelve you will call the craft from refreshment to
labor. . o

Principal Conductor (three raps)—Companions it is
the will and pleasure of Thrice Illustrious King Solo-
mon, that the craft be now called from refreshment to
labor. You are so called (one rap).

Captain of Guard—The craft being called from re-
freshment to labor we will repair to the clay grounds
between Succoth and Zarthan and there resume our
labors. [Captain of the Guard retires to the prepara-
tion room with the candidate. The jewel and gavel of
the Principal Conductor (Hiram Abif*’) are placed ou
his table clothed in mourning and his seat is vacant in
preparation tor the initiatory ceremonies. ] .

" Conductor of Candidate (in preparation room, eight
raps). .

Captain of Guard—Thrice Illustrious, there is an

alarm at the door of the preparation room.

NotE 10.—*‘The symbolic colors of a Royal Master are black and red. The
black {s significant of the gricf of the craft yor the loss of their Operative Grand
Master, and the red, of his blood, which ‘'was shed in defense of his integrity.
Hence the apron and coilar of a Royal Master should be black, lined and edged

21es. b2 upren must be triangular fu form, iu allusion to the sacred
Delta."—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 513
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Thrice [llustrious Master—Attend to the alarm.

Caplain of Guard (stepping to the door and giving
cight raps)—Who comes here?

Principal Conductor—A companion Royal Avch
Mason, who wishes to receive further light in Masonry
by being admitted to the rights and honors of a Royal
Master.

Captain of Guard—Is it of your own free will and
accord?

Candidate—1It is.

Captoin ¢of Guard—Companion Conductor. is he
worthy and well gnalified ?

Conductor—He 1s.

Captain of Guard—Ishednly and truly prepared?
Conductor—Ie 1s.

Captain of Guard—Has he made snitable proficien-
ey in the preceding degrees?

Conductor—He has.

[The same dialogue occurs between the (aptain of
the Guard and Thrice Illustrious Master.]

Captain of Guard (to Council)—You will form cher-
nbim" -from wall to wall for the reception of can-
didate, and it is the will and pleasure of the Thrice Il-
lustrious that the candidate enter this Couneil of Roy-
al Masters and be received in due and ancient form,
[They enter and pass eight times under the cherubim,
the Thrice Illustrious Master reading from » monitor:)

b
Nork 11.—"'*The cherubim werc eminently and purely symbolical. But ai-
though there I8 great diversity of opinion as to thelr exact signification, vet
there 18 a very general agreement that, under soine one manifestation or apoth-
¢r, they allude to and symbolize the protecting and overshadowing power of the
Deity. Whnen, therefore, the initiate is recelved beneath the extended wings ot
the cherubim, we are taught by this symbolism "how appropriate it is, tha¢ he
who comes to ask and to seek Truth, symbolized by the True Word, should be-
gin by piacing himscif under the protection of that Divine Power who alone is
Truth, lagn:l from whom alone Truth can be obtained."—Mackey's Ritualist,
oage 515.

INITIATION. 47

SCRIPTURE READING.

“‘And he set the cherubim w.thin the i1nner housec:
and they stretched forth the wings of the cherubim. so
that the wing of the one touched the one wall, and the
wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; and
their wings touched one anotherin the midst of the
house.— Kings."—Sickels’ Monitor. Part 3, pagye 5.

[ As they pass the station of the Thrice Illustrious
Master the first time he gives one rap;and two the sec-
ond time, etc. When they reach the west the eighth
time the Thrice IHustrious dissolves the cherubim' by
one rap. when the Captain of the Guard with candi-
date approaches the east. ]

Captain of Guard (eight raps in front ot Thrice Llus-
trions Master.)

Thrice Ilustrions Master—Who comes here?

Captain of Guurd—A companion Royal Arch Ma-
son who wishes to receive turther light” in Masonry
hy being admitted to the rights and honors of a Royal
Master.

[The candidate is required to give the signs and due
guards from Entered Apprentice to Royal Arch, as
given pages 33 to 39. ]

T'hrice Ilustrious Master (to Captain of the Guard)—
You will conduct the brother to the west and teach him
how to approach the east by eight upright, regular
stevps. his feet forming two sides of an equilateral tri-

Y

Notr 12 —**T'he principal emblemn of this degrec 1s the cherubim. The
name ot Adoniram is introduced with much efiect.”—Morris® Dict., Art. Royal
Master.

Nore 13 -~**Divine Fruth—the knowledge of God—cuncealed in the old Ca-
balistic doctrine, under the symbol of his Inefiable Name, and typified in the
Masonic system, under the mystical expression of the True Word, is the reward
proposed to every Mason who has faithfuliy wrought his task. Itis, in short,
the *Master’s wages.” Now, all this is beautifully symbolized in the degree of
Royal Master.”—Mackey's Ritualist, page 508.

R
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angle. (Candidate is conducted to the west and faced
around to the east.) .
Captain of Guard (to candidate)—-;Step off with
your left foot as an Entered Apprentice; (he steps oft
with left foot, bringing heel of right to hollow of lef?
foot) with your right foot as a Fellow Craft; (he steps
off with right foot and brings heel of left to hollow of
right foot) with your left foot as a Master Mason; (he
steps off with the left foot bringing fche. heel of the
right to the heel of the left) with your right foot as a
M rk Master; (he steps off with the rlght foot bru}g-
ing the heel of the left to the toe of the right foo!:) with
your left foot as a Past Master; (he steps off Wlth thfz
left foot bringing the right heel to the toe of the left
foot) with your right foot as a Most Excellent Master;
(he steps off with the right foot bringing the heel of the
left to the heel of the right foot) VViﬂ.l your left foot as
a Royal Arch Mason; (he steps off with the left foot
bringing the heel of the right tothe hollow of the left?.
Captain of Guard (to candidate)——Ta?,ke one addi-
tional step with your right foot and b}'mg both heels
together; your feet forming two sides of an equilateral
triangle. .
Captain of Guard (to Thrice Il]ustnous‘ Master)—
Your orders have been obeyed Thrice Illustrious.
Thrice Lllustrious Master (to candidate)—Companion
you are again before the altar of Freemasonry.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Companion Captain of the

Guard, place the candidate in due form to be made a
Royal Master.

OCyaptain of Guard (to candidate}—Advance, kn.eel
on both knees, your body erect and both hands resting
on the Holy Bible, square and eompass,

INITIATION. 49

Captain of the Guard—Thrice INlustrious, the candi-
date is in due form.

OBLIGATION,

Thrice Illustrious Master (three raps, all rise}—You
will repeat your name and say after me: ‘I, ——
of my own free will and accord, and in the presence of
Almighty God and this Council of Royal Masters erect-
ed to him and dedicated to Hiram Abif, do hereby and
hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear
that I will not communicate the secrets belonging to
this degree to any one of an inferior degree, nor to any
person or persons whomsoever, except it be to a true
and Jawful Companion Royal Master or in a regularly
constituted Council of such, nor unto him or them
until by strict trial, due examination or legal informa-
tion, I shall have found him or them as lawfully enti-
tled to the same as T am myself.

“I furthermore promise and swear that I will stand
to and abide by all the laws, rules and regulations of
any Council of Royal Masters of which [ may become
a member, and the constitution and laws of the Grand
Council under whose jurisdiction the same may work.

“l furthermore promise and swear that I will answer
and obey all due signs and summons sent me from a
Council of Royal Masters, or handed me by a compan-
ion Royal Master, if within the length of my cable-tow.

“l furthermore promise and sweat that I will not
cheat, wrong ordefraud, a Council of Royal . Masters,
or a companion Royal Master, knowingly.

“Allthis I promise and swear with a firm and steadfast
resolution to perform the same, binding myself under
no less a penalty than that of being burned alive.”

Thrice Illustrious Master (to candidate)}—Companion,
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you now discover me approaching you on the step and
under the due guard of a Royal Master. (Turns toward
the east, to Hiram King of Tyre, who stands near, and
they give the “grip of the broken triangle.”
Thrice Illustrious Master—What do you see there?
Deputy Master (as Hiram, King of Tyre}—A broken

GRIP OF THE BROKEN TRIANGLE OR
ROYAL MASTER'S GRIP.

Right hand hold of each other’s
right wrist, and left hand hold of
each other's left wrist, raise arms as
if to begin giviig the Royal Arch
word, when left hands fall to side
and right drop on to each other's
shoulders, each looks down and the
dialogue begins.

Royal Master’s Grip.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Alas!

Deputy Master—Poor Hiram!

[Tt takes three to give the Grand Omnific or Royal
Arch Word and hands and feet all form triangles. ]

Thyice Illustrious Master (turning toward the altar)
—Companions! Masonic tradition informs us that this
grip of the broken triangle originated in this manner:
Shortly after the death of our Grand Master Hiram
Abif," Solomon King of Israel and Hiram King of

NotTe 14.— *‘In ali the initiations into the mysteries of the anclent world, there
was, as it I8 well known to scholars, a legend of the violent death of some dis
tinguished personage, to whose memory the particular mystery was consecrated;
of the concealment of the body and of {ts subsequent discovery. That part of
the initiation which referred to the concealment of the body was called the
‘aphanisem,® from a Greek verb which significs ‘to conceal,* and the part which
referred to the subsequent finding was calied the ‘euresis,* from another Greek
verb, which signifies ‘to discover.’ It is impossibie to avoid seeing the coinci-

dences between this system of Initiation and that practiced in the Masonry of

the third degree."—Mackey's Ritualist, page 509.
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Tyre, met in the senctum senctornm or holy of holies
:Lf]d involuntarily placed themselves in this position te
aive bhe Grand Omuific Word, when, quickly remem)er-
g that one of their illustrions nnmber was absent
hever nore to return, they sadly placed their hands on
each other’s shoulders and looking down. King Solomon
inquired, “*What do you see there ?” Himn?, King of
Tyre, replied, A broken triangle.” And Kine Solomon
inthe agony of his soul exclaimed, “Alas? Hir.m 0}"
Tyre responded. “Poor Hiram!™ And this is the grip” of
a Royal Master and the word is Alus! poor TT /'r;b:m.

[The Thrice Mustrious Master now gives the lecture
and real word with'tle Deputy Master. |

Thrice Illustrions Muste, (three taps with his toes on
the loor)—Do you know anything about this?

Deputy Master (three taps with histoes)—Yes, T know
~omething abo.ut it, aud T know the heginning.  What
do you know about it.? . K

Thrice [llustrions Master—I know the ending. What
is the beginning ? i |

!)eputy Master—Alpha. And what is the ending ?

Thrice Illustrions Master—QOmeo.

Deputy Master—The beginnine.

Thrice [lustrious Master—And the endine

Deputy Master—The first. N

:l:hmzr'e Illustrions Master—And the last,

Thiice Illustrions Master (furning to the altar)—Th
real word of a Royal Muster is, Alpha anid Omega,' and

NoTE. 16—“*The practical value of
. . d 4 of the degree of Royal Maste :
ready means of recognition which it nffords to Royal Aj-ch \Iasonls‘;’ “\::ogg Otwhlll

nicthods of examination are clabor —Morrm.
¢ > ate g : ' . *
ot Art. Toopal aion @ rate and tedions {n the streme. " — Morrys®

Nore 16, — *Aipha ¢ the first and Omega i3 the 1as
’lln"ll': }'{(}xlvn](:m. to the hegihming and the fnd or the ﬁrts:,e::;iirc(;xfe tllgst((});c::y:llgl;n-
WMQ ““:‘z;;s;;]d iL(lJn.‘ first and last letters or their alphabet, Aleph and Tau, to l-f:
pries th ocalo :u, b‘nr St. Juohn, although a Hebrew, used the (;reclal; letters
o p ; ypee, becanse he was writing in the Greek language. Alpha and
mega are adopted as a symbol of the Deity."—Mackey's Ritualist Jage 516
L IR .
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is never to be given in any other way, form or manner
except in that in which you have now received it, by
first giving the lecture. They allude to a certain text
of Scripture: “

“And behold I come quickly; and my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work shall be.
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last. Blessed are they that do his
commandments, that they may have a right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the
city.—Rev. 22; 12-14."—Chase’s Council Monitor, page

- 14.

Thrice Illustrious Master (one rap, seating Council)
—Companion Captain of the Guard, conduct our newly
admitted companion to the east.

HISTORY."

Thrice Illustrious Master (to candidate)}—My worthy
companion, our Grand Masters, Solomon King of Israel,
Hiram, King of Tyre and Hiram Abif, at an early peri-
od in the construction of the Temple, resolved to reward
all those craftsmen who should prove themselves worthy
by their industry, skill and fidelity, by communicating
to them the Master’'s Word. This being agreed upon,
it became necessary to agree at what time and under
what circumstances the secrets of a Master Mason
should be communicated to them. Several plans were

proposed and discussed at the frequent meetings of our

Grand Masters, but all were found objectionable, so that
their deliberations on this subject continued until the
Temple was approaching its completion, when it was

Note 17.—*‘‘The legend refers to a combination among a few of the Temple-
buflders to extort by violence, from the principal conductor of the work, the
secrets of Speculative Masonry."— Morris® Dict., Art. Royal Master.

E
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Proposed by Hiram Abif that the Master's Word
should not be given until the Temple was completed
and then only when they three were present and agreed
by three times three. This plan was adopted and they

bou ‘ ‘ C .
nd themselves by a solemn obligation to astriet ob-
servance of the same.

.When the sanctum sanctorum was nearly completed
King Solouon selected seven of the most expert trut;
anl .trusty workinen, from a certain other selectic;n to
fash'xon and constract all the holy vessels designed ,for
use in the holy of holies. Hiram Abif and Afloniram
were two of the seven, and while laboring together
they .e.ntered into frequent conversations respecti;v the
condition and prospects of the craft. Upon o;e of
these co.nversations, wlich took place just before the

] A . « .

?:jflg:(; our Grand Muister Hiram Abif, this degree was

After the sunctum sunctorum was completed, and a
portion of the furniture placed therein, on a ’ce'rtain
day near high twelve, Adoniram repaired thither to
deposit one of the holy vessels and when the craft were
called from labor to refreshment, he did not return with
t,h.e rest of the craftsmen, but lingered behind with
leam. Abif, whose custom it was at high twelve to
en.ter into the sanctum sunctorum to offer Tlp his ador-
ations to Deity and draw his designs upon his trestle-
board. After our Grand Master iad fulfilled his usual
custo.m he was met by Adoniram near the south gate
who inquired of him when he should receive the ]ﬁ'
ter's Word. Hiram Abif replied, >

“My worthy friend Adoniram, it is uncertain whether
you will ever receive it, for by the solemn obligation
assumed by Solomon King of Israel, Hiram Kibng of
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Tyre and myselr, it can not be communicated until the
'l'emple is completed and we three are present and
agreed. Then and not till then, all those who shall
prove themselves worthy by their industry, skill and
fidelity, shall receive the secrets of a Master Mason.”

Hirain Abif turned to pass on, when he was again
accosted by Adoniram:

“@rand Master Hiram, this being so, suppose one of
you three, even you, yourself, should be removed by
death prior to the completion of t .e Temple, what then
will beco:me of the Master's Word?”

Hiram Abif being siruck with the remark, reflected
that in such a case the Master's Word would be lost,
meditated for a moment and then giving three gentle
taps with his foot said,

“When I die they will bury it here.”

As it was then one hour past high twelve, and the
craft were returning to their labors, the conversation
was broken off and never afterward resumed. After the
death of Hiram Abif, this conversation was related by
Adoniram to King Solomon and led to the deposit of
the Master’s Word where it was subsequently found at
the rebuilding of the Temple. After the Babylonish
captivity two surviving Grand Masters found.d this de-
gree in memory of the illustrious Tyrian whose unri-
valed skill and unflinching fidelity rendered Liim worthy
to be the companion of kings, and in order to rewurd
the noble Adoniram for his timely suggestion, they ad-
mitted him to therights and honors' of a Royul Master.

NoTE 18. —‘‘But the ancient initiation was not terminated by the curesls or
discovery. Up to thit point the ceremonies had been funercal und lugubrious
in their character. But now they were changed from wailing to rejoicing. Oth-
cr ceremonics were perforined, by which the restoration of the . rsonage to
life or hiis apotheosis or change to immortality, was represented, and then came
the autopsy or iilumination of the ncophyte, when he was invested with a fuil
knowledge of ail the religious doctrines which {t was the object and design of the
ancient mysteries to teach—when, in a word, he was instructied in Dlvine Truth.
Now, asimilar course 18 pursued In Masonry. Here also there is an Hlumina-
tion, a symbolical teaching, or, a8 we call it, an /nvestilure with that which is
the representative of Divine Truth."—Mackey's Ritualist, page 509.
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INITIATION. 55
MONITORIAL.

“The furniture of the sanctum sanctorum consisted
of many holy vessels made of pure gold, but the most
important there was the Ark of the Covenant, called
the glory of Israel, which was seated in the middle of
the holy place, under the wings of the cherubim. It
was a small chest or coffer, three feet nine inches long
and two feet three inches wide and deep. It was made
of wood. excepting only the mercy seat, but overlaid
with gold both inside and out. It had a ledge of gold
surrounding it at the top, into which the cov.r, called
the mercy seat, waslet in. The mercy seat was of solid
gold, the thickness of an hands breadth; at the two ends
were two cherubim, looking inward toward each other,
with their wings expanded; which, embracing the
whole circumference of the mercy seat, they met on
each sude, in the middle; all of the Rabbins say it was
made out of the same mass, without any soldering of
parts.

“Here the Shekinah, or Divine Presence, rested, and
was visible in the appearance of a cloud over it. From
hence the Bathkoll issued, and gave answers when God
was consulted. And hence it is, that God is said in the
Scripture, to dwell between the cherubim; that is be-
tween the cherubim on the mercy seat, because there
was the seat or throne of the visible appearance of his
glory among them.”—Chase’s Council Monitor, page 16.




CHAPTER V,

EieaTH, oR RoYAL MasTER'Ss DEGREE.
LECTURE.

[At the close of initiation. as given in the last chap-
ter, the Thrice Illustrious Master usually appoints some
one to “post” the initiate in the lecture of the degree
but until the candidate wishes to take the next degree;
he rarely pays any attention whatever to the lecture
except the portion which is always rehearsed in thé
opening and closing ceremonies.

Having decided to take the next degree, he is obliged
to post himself in the lecture, as it is termed aszhe
guestions and answers which form the lecture are used
in his examination, which usually takes place on the
gvening of his initiation, but before the ceremonies of
initiation begin.

Sometimes this catechetical form is all given before
the candidate at the close of his initiation, when the
Captain of the Guard or some other officer usually an-
swers the questions; but the Thrice Illustrious Master
rarely gives anything more than the “History” of the
degree or lecture in ‘“narrative” form,as it is termed

and the portion of the lecture used in opening and clos:
ing the Council. Hence we'give the lecture in the form
of an examination. ]

Thrice Illustrious Master—Are you a Royal Master?

Candidate—I have visited the sanctum sanctorum and
seen the glory of Israel.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Where were you received
as a Royal Master?
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LECTURE. 57

Candidate—In a legally constituted Council of Royal
Masters assembled in a place representing the sanctum
sanctorum of King Solomon's Temple.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Bcw many compose a
Council of Royal Masters?

Candidate—Two or more.

Thrice Illustrious Master— When composed of nine,
of whom does it consist?

Candidate—Thrice Illustrious Master, Deputy Illus-
trious Master, Illustrious Principal Conductor, Captain
of the Guard and Companions, Treasurer, Recorder,
Conductor, Steward and Sontinel.

Thrice Tllustrious Master—Have you a sign belong-
ing to this degree?

Candidate—I have.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Advance and give it.

(Candidate gives due guard same as on page 40.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—What is that called?

Candidate—The due guard of a Royal Master.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Have you another sign
and grip?

Candidate—]I have.

7 hrice Tllustrious Master—Give it.

(Candidate with Thrice Illustrions Master gives the
grip of the broken triangle, as on page 50.)

Thrice 1llustrious Master—What is that called?

Candidate—The grip of the broken triangle.

Thrice Illustrious Master—To what does it allude?

Candidate—To the death of our ancient Grand Mas-
ter, Hiram Abif.

Thrice Illustrions Master—Explain the circumstance.

Candidate—Masonic tradition informs us that this
grip of the broken triangle originated in this manner:
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Shortly after the death of our Grand Master Hiram
Abif, Solomon, King of Israel, and Hiram, King of
Tyre, met in the sanctum sanctorum or holy of holies,
and involuntarily placed themselves in this position to
give the Grand Owmnific Word, when, quickly remem-
bering that one of their illustrious number was absent
never more to return, they sadly placed their hands on
each other's shoulders, and looking dowr, King Solo-
mon inquired, ** What do you see there?” diram, King
of Tyre, replied, ‘* A broken triangle.” And King Solo-
mon in the agony of his soul exclaimed, ** Alas!” Hiram
of Tyreresponded, ** Poor Hiram!” And this is the grip
of a Royal Master, and the word is, * Alas! Poor Hi-
ram.’

Thrice Illustrious Master (three taps with his toes
on floor.)}—Do you know anything about this?

Candidate (three taps with toes.)—Yes, I know some-
thing about it, and I know the beginning. What do
you know about it?

Thrice Illustrious Master—I know the ending. What
is the beginning?

Candidate—Alpha. And what is the ending?

Thrice Illustrious Master—QOmega.

Candidate—Tne beginning.

Thrice Illustrious Master—And the ending.

Candidate—The first.

Thrice Illustrious Master—And the last.

Thrice Illustrious Master—W hat are they called ?

Candidate—The real word of a Royal Master.

Thrice Illustrious Master—To what do they allude?

Candidate—To a certain text of Scripture: * And be-
hold I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be. Tam Alnhs

LECTURE. 58

and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and
the last. Blessed are they that do his commandmnents,
that they may have a right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city."—Chase’s
Council Monitor, page 14. .

[Sometimes a lot of questions about the aistorv v
the degree here follow. ]



CHAPTER VI

EientH, orR RoyarL Master's DeaREE.

CLOSING CEREMONIES.

[The closing ceremonies, with trifling variations
are the same as in opening. Usually there is a prayer
or benediction after the catecheticul exercise (lecture)
when the Master declares the Council closed. ]

ROYAL MASTER'S CLOSING PRAYER'.

“Incomprehensibly holy, supremely good and All-
wise God, thou art our Father and our Friend; we are
thy people and the sheep of thy pasture. Prostrating
ourselves before thee, we acknowledge our unworthiness
to appear in thy presence. But thou hast said that
thou art the Lord God, mercifully forgiving sin and
transgression. Pardon, we beseech thee, what thou
hast seen amiss in us at this time. Confirm and
strengthen us in every good work, and take us hence-
forth under thy holy protection. For thine is the
power and the glory, forever and ever.”—Mackey's Rit-
ualist, page 521.

All—So mote it be.

BENEDICTION.

“Let brotherly love continue. Be ye careful to en-
tertain strangers. And may the God of peace and love,
be with us always.”"—Mackey’'s Ritualist, page 522.

———r
NotE 19.—*'‘This prayer and the benediction, as well as the opening prayer,
are very old and of high authority.”—2Mackey's Ritualist page 531,

DiagraM oF Serecr MasTew's CouNCIL.
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NixTH, or Serect MAsTER'S DEGRER
EXPLANATORY.

Unlike the Blue Lodge and Chapter degrees where
the highest or last is the governing degree, the Select
Master's degree is the governing degree of the Council.
and the same is true of the Commandery degrees: the
degree of Knight Templar, though the middle degree,
1s the ruling degree. This comes from the fact that the
Knight of Malta degree, though following that of
Knight Templar, is considered appendant thereto, and
as will be seen by note 129, page 265, “the Grand En-
campment of the United States in 1856 abolished the
order of Knights of Malta, us being unnecessary and
embatrassing, but in 862 restored it to the anomolous
place it had previously occupied.”

Although Mackey does not inform us that the Super-
Excellent Master’s degree has ever been abolished, he
does state in very forcible lunguage his opinion that it
does not belong among the Council degrees. He says:
“The degree of Super-Excellent Master certainly has
no onnection in its history or its symbolism, with the
Royal and Select degrees, nor was it ever. until it was
very recently introduced. by a few Councils in some of
the Vorthern and Western States, considered as form-
ing any part of the work of a Council. I do not iny-
self acknowledge its legitimacy as a degree of Cryptic
Masonry.”"—Mackey's Ritualist, page 553. )

The main object of the degree is undoubtedly to so
excite the fear of the vengeance of the order as to en-
sure the keeping of its ‘“‘secrets,” and thus prepure the
mind for the horrible blasphemy of the Knight« Tem-
plar degree. That this is the object of the Super-
Excellent Master’s Degree iz unmistakably set forth by
Mackey as quoted in mnole 44, page 101.

CHAPTER VII.
NiNTH, or SeuEcr Master’s DEGREE.
OPENING CEREMONIES.

Thrice Illustrious Master (one rap, calling to order;
~—Companion Captain of the Guard, proceed to satisty
yourself that all present are Select Masters™.

Captain of Guard(havingscanned the room)—Thrice
Illustrious, all present are Select Masters.

Thrice Illustrious Master——Companion Captain of
the Guard, you will see that the secret vault is made
secure and intorm the Sentinel that 1 am abont to open
a Couneil of Select Masters and direct hun to gnard
aweordingly.  (Heobeys the order and reports:)

Captain of Guard—Thrice lllnstrious thesecret vault"
is made secure amdt the Council is securely guarded.

Thrice Illustrious Master—(one rap)—Most lllustrious
Companion of I'yre, shall we now resume our labors
and complete the sacred work which we have so happily
hegnn?

NVorEg 20.—~“This degree is the sunmic and perfection of ancient Masonyy,
and without it the history of the Royal Arch degree can hardly be said to be
contplete, 1t rationally aceonnts for the concealment and preservation of those
esscutnals of the ceraft which were brought to light at the erection of the Second
‘Fenples and which lay concealed from the Masonic eye for four handred and

*

weventy years."—Macoy's True Mu.onic Guide, page 167.

Norr 21, —**The initiation into the anclent mystcries was almost always per-
tormed in suhterranean cdifices; and when the place of initiation, as i some of
the Egvpriun temples, was redlly above gromnd, 1t wad so constructed as to give
ro the neophyte the appearance, i its approachies and its internal structure, of a
vault.  Asthe great docetrine tanght in the mysterics was the resurrection from
thie dead, asto die and fo be inilivted were synonymous terms, it was deemed
proper that there should Le some forinal resemmblance between a descent into the
grave and a descent into the pince of mitiatiou. ‘Happy is the man,’ saysthe
treck poet Pindar, *who descends beneath the hollow earth, having beheld these
aysteries, for he knows the end as well as the divine origin of life;® and in a like
spirt( Sophacles oxvelatms, “Chrice happy are they that descend to the saades be-
low atter having beheld these sacred rites, for they alone have life in Hades,
while all others suffer theve every kind of evii.’ "—Mackey's Ritualist page58d
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Right Tllustrious Master—Thrice Illustrious, it is my
most ardent wish to see the secret vault” completed
and the sacred treasures therein safely deposited. that I
may return to my own country with the satisfaction of
having faithfully performed my duties to the craft.

Thrice Illustrious Master—I1lustrious Principal Con-
ductor, are our Select Masters all present?

Principal Conductor—I find the number three times
nine®,

Thrice Illustrious Master—W hat is the hour?

Principal Conductor—Nine™ at night, when all pry-
ing eyes are closed in sleep.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Since it is nire at night
it is my will and pleasure that —— Council, ——, be
now opened for the dispatch of such business as may
regularly come before it, under the usnal Masonic re-
strictions.

NoTe 22.—*‘The vanlt was, therefore, in the ancient mysterles, symbolic of
the grave, for initiation was symbolic of death, where alone Divine Truth is to
be found. The Masons have adopted the same idea. They teach that deathis
but the beginning of 1lfe; that if the first or evanescent temple of our transitory
life be on the surface, we must descend into the gacrel vaull of dcath before we
c¢an find that sacred deposit of truth which is to adorn our second temple of
cternal life. Looking, therefore, to this reference of initiation to that subter-
ranean house of our last dwelling, we significantly speak of the place of inltia-
tion as ‘the sceret vault, where reign sllence, secrecy and darkness.’ Itlsin
this sense of an entrance through the grave into eternal life, that the Select
Master is to view.the recondite but beautiful symbolism of the secret vault.
Like every other myth and allegory of Masonry, the historical relatlon may be
true or it may be false; it may be founded on fact or the invention of imagina-
tion; the lesson is still there, and the symbolism teaches it exclusive of the his-
tory."—Mackey's Ritualist, page 536.

NoTEe 28.—*‘No less than nine nor moré than twenty-seven must associate to-
gether in workingit; if more are present they refrain from taking part in the
proceedings."—Morris® Dict., Art. Select Master.

NoTr 24.—*‘The number nine is the sacred number of the Select degree,
which, however, also refers to fwenly-seven, simply because that is the product
of niné mnltiplled by three. Nine was éalled by the Pythagoreans feleios, or
the number of completion, and as such it is appropriate to that degree which
professes to complete the circle of Masgonic sclence.”—Mackey's Rilualisi.
page 548,

OPENING CEREMONTIES. 65

Principal C'onductor (to Council)—Companions it is
ti. 2 will and pleasure of the Thrice Illustrious Master
that ——— Council, , of Select Masons be now
opened for the dispatch of such business as may regu-
larly come before it, under the usual Masonic restric-
tions. You will therefore take your proper stations,
and after the regular alarm is given, commence your
lahors. agreeably to the instructions you have received.
(Companions assemble in their respective arches, and
stand facing the east.)

Captain of Guard—Thrice Illustrious, the compan-
ions are at their stations.

OPENING PRAYER.

“May the Supreme Grand Masier graciously preside
over all our counsels, and direct, approve, and bless 21l
our labors. May our professions as.Masons be the rule
of our conduct as men. May our sccret retreat ever be
the resort of the just and merciful, the seat of the moral
virtues, and the home of the select.” Mackey’s Ritual-
1st, paye 529.

All—So mote it be.

Captain of Guard—Look to the east. (All, led by
the Thrice Illustrious Master, make the signs and due
guards from Entcred Apprentice to Select Master. See

DUE GUARD, OR FIRST SIGN OF A SELECT
MASTER.

Arms held similar to second position
in Master Mason’s sign of distress, with
hands clenched in allusion to the penalty
of the obligation; to have both hands
chopped off to the stumps. See cut.

Due-Guard 61'—.156
Bign.
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SECOND SELECT MASTER'S SIGN.

Crossing hands and arms as in engraving
quickly draw the hands edgewise across
the body, downwards, as though in the act
of quartering your body; then hands drop to
gide. This refers to the penalty in obliga-
tion, to have the body quartered.

THIRD SELECT MASTER'S SIGN.

Place the hands over eyes as shown in
engraving, and quickly jerk arms down-
wards, as though tearing out your eyes
and throwing them on the ground;then
hands drop to side. This also refers to
the penalty in obligation.

84 8. M. 8ign,

FOURTH SELECT MASTER'S
SIGN.

Place left hand on upper
part of forehead, palm down
and right hand over it, heels
together and body erect as
in cut, first position. Then
take a long, vigorous step
with right foot, throwing
out hands and arms as in
cut, second position.

) \

1st position. 24 position.
4th Beclect Master’s 8ign.

ket N i 2

OPENING CEREMONIES. 67

L OTHER SELECT MAS-
{ﬁ‘l,, TER'S SIGXS.
1\{ Forefinger of left
~:A  hand on upper lip,
ﬁﬂ ) hand open, palm in-
I ward and forearm
horizontal; say,
SILENCE
Right hand on
Nrbowels and say,
SECRECY.
Left forefinger to lips and right hand over eyes and
83y, SILENCE AND DARKNESS.

Thrice Ilusirious Master (nine raps in triplets, or in
some Councils eight raps and one rap.)

Right Illustrious Master (nine raps.)

Principal Conductor (nine raps.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—I now declare this Coun-
cil of Select Masters, opened in due form.

Other 8Select Master's Signs.



CHAPTER VIIL

NINTH, OR SELECT MASTER'S DEGREE.
INITIATION.

[The preparation room is supposed to represent King
Solomon’s most retired room, and the Steward’s station
is just inside the door. In the Council room, nine
grches extend across the room from west to east, so that
entering from the preparation room the arch first en-
tered is the first arch. The preparation room and first
arch are very dimly lighted. The candidate is instruct-
ed to enter alone and without knocking, at the opcn
door, supposed to be guarded by the Steward, who is
instructed to feign himself asleep and let the candidate
pass. Candidate enters.]

Captain of Guard—Who comes here?

Candidate (previously instructed)—A zealous broth-
er, wishing to participate in your labors.

Caplain of Guard—Give me the sign, word and token
of your entrance!

Candidate—]I1 can not.

Captain of Guard (three raps, all rise)—An intrud-
er! An intruder! '

Thrice Illustrious Master—Companion Captain of
the Guard, what is the cause of all this confusion?

Captain of Guard—An intruder has penetrated the
secret vault.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Then put him to death
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immediately!

Captain of Guard (to candidate)—Ineel, and pre-
pare for instant decath!

Captain of Guard—Thrice Illustrious King Solomon,
are you aware upon whom I am about to inflict this
awful penalty? This is none other than your particu-
lar friend and favorite, Izabud.*

Thrice Illustrious Master—Izabud! Is it possible?
Then bind him fast in chains and have him forthcom-
ing when called for, or your life shall answer for his
escape! Let us retirec and consult!

(Candidate is sccurcly bound, when they withdraw
and arc supposed to go to the ninth arch to consult.
They soon return.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—Bring forth the intruder!

Thrice Llustrious Master (to candidate)—O my un-
fortunate friend Izabud! your curiosity and disobedi-
ence have cost you your life. I have consulted with my
colleagucs and find them inflexible. The nature of vur
obligation is such that you can not be pardoned;*® you
must therefore prepare for instant death. (Captain of
the Guard and candidate kncel).

Candidate (as Izabud)—Thrice Illustrious King Scl-
omon, you well know my long and sincere attachment
to your sacred person, your sccrets and your service.
Having been several times of late denied admission to
your most retired room, 1 feared that I had lost your
royal favor and for a long time gricved in silence.

Note 25.—‘‘Izabud. This, ke Achisha-, is an historical personage, al-
though the eveuts rocorded ot him as peculiar to this degree are alto-
gether legendary. The word is one of those corruptions of Hebrew names
mnfortnuately too common in Masonry. The true name is Zubud; and he

is m~ntioned In the First Book of Kings, 4:5. where it is said, ‘Zabud,
the son of Nuthan, w.s principal othcer and the king's friend.” '’-—
Mackey’s Ritual.st, page 537

Note 23,—“‘An excess of honest zeal may lead to forfeiture of NI~

The laws of Masonry are inviolable, ils penalties inexorable.”’—Iforrip
Dict. Art, Select Master,
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Unable to endure it longer I humbly mentioned my
fears to your majesty, and received for answer: “Be
content, my friend Izabud, the time will soon come
when the door will be left open for your reception as
heretofore.” This satisfied me. This evening having
some particular business with your majesty, I came to
your most retired room as usual; not finding you there,
and finding the door open and not guarded by Achishar,
the Grand Steward, as before, I took it for granted that
it was left open for my reception, in fulfillment of your
promise, and accordingly entered; but I beg your maj-
esty to believe that it was neither curiosity nor disobe-
dience that caused me to enter, but fervency of zeal for
your majesty’s service.

Deputy Illustrious Master—Thrice Illustrious King
Solomon, if this be true, Izabud is not guilty of the
charge alleged against him; his intrusion was owing to
some unguarded expression of yours; he ought to be
pardoned and admitted one of our select number.

Thrice Illustrious Master—My illustrious companicn
of Tyre, I acknowledge this to be true, but it can rot
be, since our select number is already full, and he can
not be admitted.

Principal Conductor—Thrice Illustrious King Solo-
mon, let Achishar, the Grand Steward, be discharged
and executed, for he is no longer worthy of our confi-
dence. He has betrayed his trust and forfeited his life
by falling asleep at his post, and let Izabud be pardoned
and admitted in his stead.

Thrice Illustrious Master—I-thank you, my illustri-
ous companion, for your good and timely counsel; it
shall be done.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Captain of the Guard, let

INITIATION. 71

Achishar®® he put to death instantly.

Captain of Guard (to Steward, who still feigns slum-
ber)—Achishar, awake and hear thy doom! Thou art
condemned to die!

Achishar—Mercy! mercy! is there no mercy?

Caplain of Guard—XNone for you; it has been extend-
ed to another. Do you hear?

Achishar—Alas! 1 die. I deem it just.

Captasn of Guard (pretending to kill him)—Then
die!

Captain of Guard—Thrice Illustrious, your orders
have been obeyed.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Izabud, are you willing to
take a solemn obligation to keep it an inviolable secret
that there is such a place as the secret vault?

Izabud—1I am. ’

Thrice Illustrious Master—Companion Captain of
the Guard, free?® Izabud from his shackles and let him
advance to our sacred altar, there to take upon himself
the solemn obligation of a Sclect Master. [The candi-
date is placed at the altar, kncels on both knces, with
his hands on the Bible, square, compass and trowel.]

Cuptain of Guard—Thrice 1llustrious, the candidate
is in due form.

Note &7.-—‘‘Achishar. This {s the person named In the First Book of
Kings, 4.6, undcer the name of Ahishar, and there described as being ‘over
the houschold’ of King Seolomoun. Achishar is therefore properly described
in this degree as the steward of the household. As to the legend of his
conduct and his punishment, it has no known foundation in.history, and
may be considered simply as a mythical symbol.”’—Mackey's Ritualist.
page 536,

Note 28,—‘‘And here, too, is exemplified an instunce of justice and
mercy by our anclent patron, towards one of the craft who was led to
disobey his commands by an over-zealous attachment for the lnstltution.
It ends with a description of a partienlar circumstance, which character-
fzes the degree.”"—S8ickel's Monitor, Part 3, page 6,
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OBLIGATION OF A SELECT MASTER.

Thrice Illustrious Master (three raps)—You will re-
peat your name, and say after me: I, , of my
own free will and accord, and in the presence of the
Grand Architect of the Universe, and this Council of
Select Masters, erected to Him and dedicated to Hiram
Abif, do solemnly swear that I will never discover the
secret signs, tokens and words belonging to this degree
to any one of an inferior degree, nor to any person or
persons whomsoever, except it be to a true and lawful
Companion Select Master or in a regularly constituted
Council of Seleet Masters, nor unto him or them until
by strict trial, due examination, or legal information,
I shall have found him or them as lawfully entitled to
the same as I am myself.

I furthermore promise and swear that I will stand to
and abide by all the laws, rules and regulations of any
Council of Select Masters of which 1 may become a
members, and the constitution, laws and edicts of the
Grand Council under whose jurisdiction the same may
work, so far as they shall come to my knowledge.

I furthermore promise and swear that I will answer
and obey all due signs and summons sent to me frem
a Council of Selecet Masters or handed me by a Com-
panion Sclect Master, if within the length of my cable-
tow.

I furthermore promise ahd swear that I will not be
present at the opening of a Council of Select Masters,
except there shall be present at least nine Seleet Mas-
ters, myself included. ‘

I furthermore promise and swear not to be present
at the conferring of this degree upon any one except he
shall have taken all of the necessary preceding degrees
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from Entered Apprentice to Royal Master inclusive.

I furthermore promise and swear that I will not pen-
etrate into the ninth arch without the express permis-
sion of the three Grand Masters, nor reveal to any one
the existence of such a place as the secret vault.

All this 1 promise and swear, with a firm and stead-
fast resolution to perform the same, without any hesi-
tation, mental reservation, or secret evasion of mind.
whatever ; binding myself under no less a penalty than
that of having my eyes torn from their sockets, my
hands chopped off and my body quartered, and then
thrown among the rubbish of the Temple, should I in
the least violate this my Select Master’s obligation.
So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due per-
formance of the same.

Thrice Illustrious Master (to candidate)—I will now
explain to you the signs, grip and word of this degree:
[Master makes signs one to four, as on pages 61 and
62.]

Theice Illustrious Master (to candidate)—These al-
lude to the penalty of your obligation. We have other
signs also. [Thrice Illustricus Master gives the other
signs as explained on page 63, and adds:]

Thrice I1lusirious Master—These signs allude to that
silence and darkness in which you should always keep
the world without, with reference to the existence of
this secret vault. (Puts his left hand on candidat’s
right breast, then grasps the right lapel of his coat just
below the collar, saying,) Rise, Izabud! be voluntarily
deaf, dumb and blind to all you may hear and see in
the ninth arch. This (the grip of the lapel of the coat)
is the grip of a Select Master and the word is I1zaBUD
or IsH Sopp? which signifies, man of my choice, or

Note 29.—‘‘Ish Sodi, therefore, in this degree, very clearly means, a
man of my intimate counsel, a man of my choice, one selected to share
with me a secret task or labor. Such was the position of cvery Select
Master to King Solomon, and in this vlew those are not wrong who have
interpreted Ish Sodi as meaning a Select Master.”’—Mackey’s Ritualist,
page b539. :
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Select Master. Izabud, you have now our permission
to enter the ninth arch. (The officers retire to the ninth
arch or “East,” followed by the candidate in charge of
the Captain of the Guard.) '

Captain of Guard (at ninth arch; nine raps.)

Principal Conductor—Who comes here ?

Captain of Guard—Izabud, the king’s friend, who
has the express permission of the three Grand Masters
to enter the ninth arch.

Principal Conductor—You will enter. (They enter
and stop near the “Ark of the Covenant” in front of
the Thrice Illustrious Master, when he proceeds to re-
hearse the “history” of the degree:)

HISTORY.

Thrice Illustrious Master—My companion, our three
ancient Grand Masters by their wisdom and knowledge
of the writings of Moses and the proplets, held firmly
in the belief that the children of Israel would in the
process of time continue not in the belief of the Su-
preme Judge to obey his laws and commandments, and
that in consequence thereof their enemies would be let
loose upon them, their city and Temple be sacked and
destroyed, and they themselves be carried away into
ccaptivity, where many of thewr would fall away into
idolatry; and that the worship of the one true God
would cease for a time among them, and all the forms
and ceremonies he had enjoined upon them to pursue
would all be forgotten. They further foresaw that in
the destruction of the Temple would also perish all
those sacred treasures contained in the secret vault. To
avert so dreadful a calamity, and to provide for the fu-
ture prosperity of the craft they agreed to erect a secret
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vault,®® beginning at King Solomon’s most retired
room, leading a due westerly course, and ending under
the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies. It was di-
vided into nine® apartments or arcues. The ninth arch
was erected by our three Grand Masters themselves, as
a place in which to meet in Grand Counci! to confer the
Master Mason’s degree, when the Temple should be
completed, and also as a safe and secure place in which
to deposit exact imitations of the sacred treasures con-
tained in the sanctum sanctorum above, and also a true
copy of the book of the Law and Testament as given
by the Lord unto Moses; for God had revealed unto
them by the writings of his prophets, that after three
score and ten years his people should be rel~ased from
their captivity and restored to their native country;
that he would put it into the heart of a prince of the
house of Judah to rebuild the city and house of the
Lord, and that he would give unto him a sign to reward
his perseverance and encourage his faith, and that the
sign should be the discovery of these valuable treasures.

There were selected to erect the other eight arches,
twenty-two from Gebal, a city in Pheenicia, who were
called Giblemites®* or stone squarers, together with
Achishar, the Grand Steward, and Adoniram, the Cap-

Note 30.—‘‘The practical character of this degree refers to the man-
ner of deposlt and concealment of the essential secrets of Masonry, which
form the basis of 80 many Masonic traditions.”’—Morris’ Dict., Art. Select
Master.

Note 31.—‘It§ emblems are the trowel nnd a serles of nine arches
arranged horizontally, alluding to the vast excavations beneath the Tem.
ple of Solomon.''—Morris’ Dict., Art. Select Master.

Note 82.—‘‘The Giblemites, or Inhabitants of Gebal, were suhject to
the king of Tyre, and weire dlstingulshed for their skill as builders. The
town of Gebal was called Byblos by the Greeks and was celebrated as
the principal seat of the worship of Adonis, whose mysteries, and the
initiation accompanying it. more nearly resembled. in its symbolism and
allegorical teaching the initiation Into Masonry than any other of the
ancient rites. It Is not, therefore, unnatural to suppose that the Gible-
mites held a higher place In the contidence of King Solomon than any
other of the Temple builders.’”’—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 541.
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tain of the Guard. These were all skilled in the arts
and sciences, particularly in that of sculpture. Their
hours of labor were from nine at night until twelve,
when they were called from labor to refreshment.
During the erection of this secret vault a circum-
stance occurred which characterizes this degree and
upon which the principal ceremonies are founded.?®
One of King Solomon’s particular friends and favorites,
named Izabud, having been several times denied admis-
gion to King Solomon’s most retired room, feared that
he had lost the favor of the king, and for a long time
grieved in silence, until at length, unable to endure it
longer, he humbly mentioned his fears to King Solomon
and received for answer: “Be contented, my friend
Izabud, the time will soon come when the door will be
left open for your reception as heretofore.” This satis-
fied him, but one evening, having some particular busi-
ness with King Solomon, he retired to his most retired
room in search of him. Finding the door open, and not
being hindercd as before by Achishar, the Grand Stew-
ard (he having fallen asleep at his post), he took it for
granted it was left open for his'reception in fulfillment
of King Solomon’s promise, and accordingly entered,
and not finding King Solomon there, and observing an
open passage, he followed it in search of him, and upon
entering was accosted by Adoniram, the Captain of the
Guard, who demanded the sign, token and word of his
entrance. Not being able to give them, an alarm was
m:ade which brought our three Grand Masters from
their apartments in the ninth arch. On being informed
that an intruder had entered the secret vault, King
Solomon ordered him to be put to death instantly.

Note 83,—‘‘The entire legend is beautiful, and in the light of recent
discoveries under Mount Morlah, not irrational.” —Morris’

oL
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The Captain of the Guard, as he was about to execute
the order, discovered who the intruder was, and thus

addressed King Solomon:
“Thrice Illustrious King Solomon, are you aware

upon whom 1 am about to execute this sentence? This
is none other than your particular friend and favorite,

Izabud.” . _
At this King Solomon exclaimed: “Izabud! Is it

possible!” and then ordered him to be securely bound
and had forthcoming when called for. ,Our Grand
Masters then retired to their apartments in the ninth
arch for consultation, and on returning King Solomon
ordered the intruder to be brought forth, and thus ad-

dressed him: . o
“O my unfortunate friend Izabud! Your curiosity

and disobedience have cost you your life. I have con-
sulted with my colleagues and find them inflexible.
The nature of our obligation is such that I can not
pardon you; you must therefore prepare for instant
death.”

Tzabud fell upon his knees and thus addressed King

Solomon:
“Thrice Illustrious King Solomon, you well know

my long and faithful attachment to your sacred person,
your secrets and your service. Having been several
times of late denied admission to your most retired
room, I feared that I had lost your royal favor and for
a long time grieved in silence, until at length, unable
to endure it longer, I humbly mentioned my fears to
you, when I received for answer, ‘Be contented, my
friend Jzabud, the time will soon come when the door
will be left open for your reception as heretofore’” This
satisfied me. This evening, having some particular
business with your sacred person, I came to your most
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retired room in search of you, and finding the door open
and not being hindered as before by Achishar, the
Grand Steward, I took it for granted that it was left
open for my reception in fulfillment of your promise,
and accordingly entered. Not finding you there and
observing an open passage leading hither, I followed it
in search of you. Far be it from me that either curi-
osity or disobedience should have tempted me hither,
but rather impute my intrusion to my fervency and
zeal in your royal service.”

Upon this our Grand Master Hiram, King of Tyre,
observed, “Thrice Illustrious King Solomon, if this be
true, Izabud is not guilty of the charge alleged against
him. His intrusion was owing to an unguarded expres-
sion of your own ; he ought to be pardoned and admitted
one of our select number.”

King Solomon replied, “My illustrious companion of
Tyre, I acknowledge this to be true, but how can it be,
since our select number is already full, and he can not
be admitted ?”’ -

At this Hiram Abif interposed and said, “Thrice Ii-
lustrious King Solomon, let Achishar, the Grand Stew-
ard, be discharged and executed, for he is no longer
worthy of our confidence; he has betrayed his trust and
forfeited his life by falling asleep at his post. Let 1za-
bud be pardoned and admitted in his stead.”

King Solomon thanked him for his good and timely
counsel and ordered Achishar to be put to death in-
stantly. Achishar was accordingly discharged and exe-
cuted, and Izabud, after taking a solemn obligation to
keep it an inviolable secret that there was such a place

as the secret vault, was admitted among the select
number.
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When the ninth arch was completed our three an-
cient Grand Masters
==.deposited therein an
= cxact imitation of the
Ark®** of the Cove-
nant, within which
they also placed imi-
tations of the Pot of Manna, Aaron’s Rod, a true

wﬁ&copy of the Book of

‘Aaron’s Rod. the Law, with the
writings of Moses and the Prophets up to that vt
time, and that these things should be duly appre- 4. -

ciated if ever brought to light, they placed their names
on three sides of the ark, on the fourth side the time
when, by whom and for what purpose deposited. It
was deposited in the year of the world three thousand,
by Solomon King of Israel, Hiram King of Tyre, and
Hiram Abif, for the good of the craft in general and
the Jewish nation in particular. .
After the completion of the secret vault and this
deposit had been made in the minth arch, but before
the completion of the Temple, our Grand Master, Hi-
ram Abif, was assassinated, as we have had an account
in the Master Mason’s degree, and it was then sup-
posed that the Master’s Word®® was forever lost; but

Note 34.—‘The Substitute Ark. The Ark or Coffer, which nccessarily
constitutes a part of the paraphernalia of a Council of Select Masters, is
the same as that which forms a part of the furniture of a Chapter of
Royal Arch. But it must bc distinctly understood that neither of these
represents that Ark of the Covenant which had been constructed in the
wilderness by Moses, Ahollah and Bezaleel. which bad heen placed in the
tabernacle. and afterward. at the dedication of the Temple of Solomon,
was removed to the holy of holies.”’—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 539.

Note 35.—*‘The great object of all Masonic labor is divine truth. The
gearch for the lost word is the search for truth. But divine truth is a
term syponymous with God. The Ineffable Name is a symbol of truth,
because God. and God alone, iIs truth. It is properly a Scripturat idea.
The Book of Psalms abounds with this sentiment. Thus it is said that
the truth of the Lord ‘reacheth unto the clouds,” and that ‘His truth
endureth unto all generatlons.” If, then. God is truth. and the Stone of
Foundation is the Masonic symhol of God. it follows that it must also be
the symhbol ?f dlvine truth.’’—Mackey’'s Ritualist, page 548,

’
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by a communication from Adoniram it was ascertained
that Hiram Abif had expressed a wish that in case of
his death the Master’s Word®® should be deposited in
the ninth arch, as we have seen represented in the Royal
Master’s degree. The two surviving Grand Masters
agreed to this and accordingly placed upon the top of
the ark in the center an equilateral triangle, on the
three sides of which they placed the name of Deity in
three languages, Syriac, Chaldean and Egyptian. This
last precaution was taken by our Grand Masters, so
that in case the children of Israel should be held so
long in captivity as to lose the use of the Hebrew
tongue and forget the true pronunciation of the grand
and sacred Name, yet by the use of the Syrian, Chal-
dean and Egyptian languages in which the Grand Om-
nific Word was inscribed, they might be able to pro-
nounce the Master’s Word ; and, that it might be known
and distinguished if ever brought to light, they placed
the three Grand Masters’ jewels on the same, one in
each language, knowing that a description of these
jewels would be handed down to the latest Masonie
posterity. Thus was preserved and brought to light the
long lost ancient Master’s Word or Great and Sacred
Name.?” Masonic tradition informs us that this Word
was communicated by God himself to Moses at the
Burning Bush, and was in use until the death of Hiram
Abif, after which it lay buried in darkness for the space
of four hundred and seventy years, until the building
of the Second Temple when it was discovered and

Note 36,—‘‘The Masonic Stone of Foundation, so conspicuous in the
degree of Select Master, is a symbol of divine truth. upon which all
Speculative Muasonry is built; and the legends and traditions which refer
to it are intended to describe in an allegorical way, the progress of truth
in the soul, the search for which {s a Mason's labor; and the discovery
of which Is to be his reward.”’—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 549.
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brought to light as represented in the Royal Arch?®’ de-
gree, and it has continued in use from that time till the
present and will so continue until the sun shall cease
to rule the day and the moon to govern the night.

MONITORIAL.

“There may be an inquiry in your mind what was
the nature of the word that rendered the Jews so
anxious to keep possession; how came it in their pos-
session, and of what importance was it to them—this

part Solomon has allusion to when the Master’s Word
was lost.

“Zoraster (who flourished about 800 years before the
building of the Temple) in the Zendavesta writes
“There are names given by God himself to every nation
of unspeakable efficacy in the mysteries’ Therefore,
this word in the minds of the Jews was of unspeakable
efficacy, preserving them as a nation and conferring
upon them a mighty power. We find the Trojans, 200
years before the building of the Temple, having pos-
session of a Palladium which fell from heaven, and only
by its loss could their city be destroyed. The Chal-
deans wore triangular pieces of metal, sometimes
stones,®® on which were engraven certain characters
called talismans, the possession of which they imag-

ined gave them power over the spirits and mortals,

Note 37.—'‘In the United States, the Royal Arch is considered as the
seventh degree, those of Mark, Past and Most Excellent Master being in-
terposed between it and the third. In one or two of the States, how-
ever, the Royal and Select Masters have been inserted after the Past
and before the Most Excellent.”’—Mackey’s Lexicon, Art., Select Master.

Note 88.—‘This Ineffable Name sanctifies the stone npon which it §s
engraved 8s the symbol of the Grand Architect. It takes from it its

neathen signification as an idol, and consecrates it to the worship of the
true God.

‘‘The prominent idea of the Delty in the Masonic system, connects him
with his creative and formative power God is to the Fremason Al-Gabil,
as the Arabfacs call him, that is, The Builder; or, as expresed in his
Masonic title, the Grand Architect of the Universe, by common consent
abbreviated in the formula G. A. O. T. U. Now, it is evident that no
symbol could so appropriately suit him In this character as the Stone of

Foundation, upon which he is allegorically supposed to have erect
world.—Mackey's Ritualist, page K48, 7 Buppo 0 e erected his
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The principal was named Bel or Baal. In confirmation
we find the Jews saying to Christ, ‘You cast out devils
by the aid of Beelzebub.” The Hindoos have a word of
such tremendous efficacy that the simple utiterance of
the word by a holy Brahmin would shake the paradise
of Swerga to its center, convulse the earth to its foun-
dation, restore the dead to life, destroy the living, trans-
port himself where he pleased, and fill him with the
wisdom of the gods. This word is Aun or On, and
belongs to the triad. The word On is Egyptian and
was esteemed the most ancient of the gods, for Plato,
who derived much information from the Egyptians,
writes, ‘Tell me of the god On, which was and is and
never knew beginning.” They ascribe the same powers
to ‘On’ that the Jews did to Jehovah. But the affinity
of certain words between Hindoos, Chaldeans and
Egyptians is so close that we may presume they came
from the same source. The Jews believed by the power
of the name. It cured them of evils, warned them of
danger, restored the dead to life, brought fire from
heaven, rent buildings asunder, maimed and destroyed
their enemies, and filled them with great wisdom; the
pronunciation shakes heaven and earth, and inspires
the very angels with astonishment. The Rabbins call
it ‘Shem Hamphorish,” the unutterable name. That
the word inspired the possessor with great wisdom, the
sacred records testify in many instances. The first
place where we find it in its proper name is in Samuel,
who was inspired with so great wisdom as to be judge
of the Jews. We find also, the word had the same
power when communicated. Samuel gave the word to
Saul, and the possession filled him with wisdom and
understanding far above his compeers, and, in the alle-
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gorical language of the Tast, gave him another heart
and so surprised those who knew him as fo make them
exclaim, ‘Is this Saul the son of Kish? But we find
on the loss of the word he was greatly troubled and en-
deavored to regain it in various ways; at last sum-
moned the spirit of Samuel to give it. Samuel gave
the word 1o David, and the Lord was with David from
that day forward, for he says expressly, ‘For thy word’s
sake has thy servant known these great things” And
we find David triumphing over all his enemies by the
power vested in him.

“When God refused David to build a temple to his
name, Solomon was appointed in his stead, and tradi-
tion states, that on commencing the foundation he
struck on a cavern in which were immense treasures of
gold, silver and prccious stoncs. Believing it to be the
remains of some temple built before the flood, and fear-
ing that it had been in the serviee of idolatry, he was
informed by a dream that this place had been thrice de-
voted to God. It was the place whence Enoch was
translated, where Abraham was about to offer up his
son Isaac, and it was the place of the threshing-floor of
Ornan the Jebusite, where David met and appeased the
destroying angel.  The treasures were collected and
used in building the Temple. On exploring the lowest
recesses of the cavern they came upon an arched vault,
in which they found a white marble pillar, on which, en-
crusted with precious stones, was a delta, and on which
was engraved the Grand Omnific Word, the possession
of which filled him with such wisdom and understand-
ing that his name resounded throughout the earth, and
has so continued to the present day. It was this that
enabled our three Grand Masters to erect such a mag-
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nificent structure, the like of which has not been be-
fore or since.

“The Arabians have the tradition that the Word was
engraved on a seal, and gave them power over the Dives,
Afreets, Ghouls and other evil spirits, imprisoning
them and confining them at the bottom of the sea hy
impressing on them the signet. By them it was called
a talisman or conferrer of power. By the Egyptians
they were worn as amulets or averters of danger, and
are still worn at the present day. We now see by the in-
spiration it gave its possessor what struck Solomon
with such consternation and anxiety on the death of
Hiram Abif. The key was probably a triangular plate
on which was engraved the Omnific Name, this being
worn constantly on the breast, would, by lying on it
continually, give a faint impression of the Word ; * * *,
It was the possession of the Word * ** Having men-
tioned that all nations possessed a word we will inquire
how it first came in possession of the Jews. The Rab-
binical tradition is, that it was given by God to Adam,
who, foreseeing the deluge, enjoined on the sons of Seth
to preserve it for future gemerations, when ‘the flood
would have swept all but Noah’s family away. Enoch,
the son of Seth, while deliberating upon the best means
of preserving for future generations the Ineffable Name
of Deity, was favored by a mystical vision; he seemed
to be transported to the top of a high mountain. On
looking up, he discovered in the heavens a triangular
plate brilliantly illuminated, on which appeared certain
mystic characters which he received a strict injunction
never to pronounce ; he then appeared to descend to the
bowels of the earth ; looking beneath him he discovered
the same triangle. Instructed by this vision he built
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two pillars, on which was engraven the knowledge of
the antediluvian world, and beneath he formed a cav-
ern, and in it he deposited the triangle on which was
engraved the Ineffable Word. He left a key to the
name, as ‘our Grand Masters have done, so those who
had this key could pronounce the name. The Eastern
nations have the tradition that the key left was com-
posed of small squares joined together, called a Zuarga,
which they consult at the present day, as to matters of
health and business. It is possible that the key to the
Royal Arch Word is the Zuarga of the East.

The Ineffable Name was pronounced once a year by
the High-Priest, amid the clang of cymbals and sound
of trumpets, at the Feast of Expiation. It was not law-
ful to pronounce it at any other time. * * * * *

After the loss of the Word, the Jews endeavored to
find a substitute bv an idol, called by the Rabbins a
Teraphim. According to tradition it was constructed
in this wise, and occasioned the Jews much trouble in
after periods: A head of a child first born and dead
born, was placed on a golden plate on whose rim was
engraved mystic characteers. TUnder the tongue they
placed a laminar of gold, on which was engraved char-
acters and inscriptions of certain planets. After per-
forming invocations before it, it was endowed with
sperch {o foretell events. This is the idol that is so
bitterly inveighed against by Isaiah, Jeremiah and FEze-
kicl. This is following after the abomination of tlie
heathen instead of secking the Word.

The Babylonians practiced divinations and sorcery,
and the Jews copied largely from them, and were in
full force from their return from Babvlon till the de-
struction of the Temple by Titus, and thus has been
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transmitted down to us the various rites, mystic cere-
monies and charms yet practiced among the ignorant
and uneducated of the present day.

“Thus, Companion, have T endeavored to give a brief
epitome and slight explanation of such parts of our
work as may stimulate your zeal and energies to further
inquiries in penetrating the darkness and bringing to
light the long lost Word in all its effulgent splendor.—
Chase’s Council Monitor, page 25.

CHARGE TO CANDIDATE, SELECT MASTER’S DEGREE.

CompaNtoN—Having attained to this degree, you
have passed the circle of perfection in ancient Masonry.
In the capacity of Select Master you must be sensible
that your obligations are increased in proportion to
your privileges. Tet it be your constant care to prove
yourself worthy of the confidence reposed in you, and
of the high honor conferred, in admitting you to this
select degree. I.et uprightness and integrity attend
your steps; let justice and mercy mark your conduct;
let fervency and zeal stimulate you in the discharge of
the various duties incumbent upon you; but suffer not
an idle or impertinent curiosity to lead you astray, or
betray you into danger. Be deaf to every insinuation
which would have a tendency to weaken your resolu-
tion or tempt you to an act of disobedience. Be volun-
tarily dumb and blind, when the exercise of those facul-
ties would endanger the peace of your mind or the prob-
ity of your conduct; and let silence and secrecy, those
cardinal virtues of a Select Master, on all necessary oc-
casions, he scrupulously observed. By a steady adhe-
rence to the important instructions contained in this
degree, you will merit the approbation of the select
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number with whom you are associated, and will enjoy
the high satisfaction of having acted well your part in
the important enterprise in which you are engaged;
and, after having wrought your regular hours, may be
admitted to participate in all the privileges of a Select
Master. Sickles Monitor, Part 3; p. 9.




CHAPTER 1X.
NiNTH, OR SELECT MASTER’S DEGREE.
LECTURE OR EXAMINATION,
Thrice Illustrious Master—Are you a Sclect Master?
Candidate—I am acknowledged as such, and have
wrought my regular hours in the secret vault.
Thrice Illustrious Master—What are they?
Candidaic—From nine till twelve.
Thrice Illustrious Master—How gained you admis-

Candidate—Through fervency and zeal, which were
mistaken for euriosity and disobedience and well nigh
cost me my life; but justice and mercy prevailed, and I
was admitted.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What is meant by Select
Master?

Candidate-—One of those who for their skill was se-
lected to work in the secret vault?

Thrice Illustrious Master—How many were selected
to work in the secret vault?

Candidate—Twenty-two from Gebal, with Achishar,
Adoniram and the three ancient Grand Masters, mak-
ing in all but twenty-seven, and no more.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Why but twenty-seven
and no more? «

Candidate—Because there were but nine arches, and
three only were permitted to work in each arch.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Where did the secret
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Vault begin?

Candidate—At King Solomon’s most retired room.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Where did it end?

Candidate—Under the sanctum sanctorum or holy of
holies.

Thrice Illustrious Master—When were you to be ad-
mitted to the ninth arch? .

Candidate—When the Temple was completed and
the three Grand Masters were present and agreed; but
owing to the untimely death of our Grand Master
Hiram Abif, it was closed from all eyes.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What couniryman are
you?

Candidate—A Pheenecian.

Thrice Illustrious Master—In what city were you
born ?

Candidate—Gebal.®®

Thrice Illustrious Master—What is your name?

Candidate—Giblim, or Stone-Squarer.

Theice Illustrious Master—Have you any signs be-
longing to this degree?

Candidate—I have, several.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Give me a sign.

(Candidate gives due guard or first Select Master’s
sign, as on page 65.)

Thrice Illusirious Masler—Has that an allusion?

Candidate—It has to a portion of the penalty of my
obligation (hands chopped off at the stumps).

Thrice Iilustrious Master—Give me another sign.

(Candidate gives second sign, as on page 66.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—Has that an allusion?

Note 39.—‘“The name Gebal, which was one of the maritime towns of
Phoenecia, and whose inhabitants were termed Giblites. is introduced into
the Jdegree of Select Master. The place afterward called Byblus Is on
the frontier of that country, near the mouth of the Adonis.”’—Morris’
Dict., Art, Gebal.
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Candidate—It has, to another portion of the penalty
of my obligation (body quartered, see page 73).

Thrice Illustrious Master—Give me another sign.

(Candidate gives third sign, as on page 66.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—Has that an allusion?

Candidate—It has, to another portion of my obliga-
tion (eyes torn from their sockets).

Thrice IlNlustrious Master—Give me another sign.

(Candidate gives fourth Select Master’s sign, as on
page 66.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—Has that an allusion?

Candidate—1It has, to another portion of the penalty
of my obligation (body thrown into the rubbish of the
Temple after being quartered; see page 73).

Thrice Illustrious Master—Give me the other signs.

(Candidate gives the three Select Master’s signs, as
explained on page 67.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—Have these an allusion?

Candidate—They have, to the silence and darkness
in which we should always keep the world without with
reference to the secret vault.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Give me a token.

(Candidate gives Select Master’s grip, as on page 73.)

Thrice Illustrious Master—What is that called?

Candidate—The grip of a Select Master.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Has it a name?
Candidale—I1t has.

Thrice INlustrious Master—Give it.

Candidate—Izabud, or Ish Sodi.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What does it signify?

Candidate—Man of my choice, or Select Master.

[Sometimes a long list of questions, as to the his-
tory of the degree and the tradition upon which it is
founded, follows. See history, page 74.]
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CLOSING CEREMONIES.

Thrice Illusirious Master (one rap)—Companion
Captain of the Guard, you will see that the secret vault
is made secure and inform the Sentinel that 1 am about
to close this Council of Select Masters and direct him
to guard accordingly.

Captain of Guard—Thrice Illustrious, the secret
vault is made secure and the Council is duly guarded.

Thrice Ilustrious Master (one rap)—Illustrious
Companion Principal Conductor, are you a Select Mas-
ter?

Principal Conductor—I am acknowledged as such,
and have wrought my regular hours in the secret vault.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What are they?

" . Principal Conductor—From nine till twelve.

Thrice Illustrious Master—How gained you admis-
gion?

Principal Conductor—Through fervency and zeal,
which were mistaken for curiosity and disobedience and
well nigh cost me my life; but justice and mercy pre-
vailed, and I was admitted.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What is meant by Select
Master?

Principal Conductor—One of those who for their
skill was selected to work in the secret vault.
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Thrice Illustrious Master How many were selected
to work in the secret vault?

Principal Conductor—Twenty-two from Gebal, with
Achishar, Adoniram and the three ancient Grand Mas-
ters, making in all hut twenty-seven, and no more.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Why but twenty-seven
and no more?

Principal Conductor—Because there were but nine
arches, and three only were permitted to work in each
arch.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Where did the secret
Vault begin?

Principal Conductor—At King Solomon’s most re-
tired room.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Where did it end?

Principal Conductor—Under the sanctum sanctorum
or holy of holies.

Thrice Illustrious Master—When were you to be ad-
mitted to the ninth arch?

Principal Conductor—When the Temple was com-
pleted and the three Grand Masters were present and
agreed ; but owing to the untimely death of our Grand
Master Hiram Abif, it was closed from all eyes.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What, countryman are
you?

Principal Conductor—A Pheenician.

Thrice Illustrious Master—In what city were you
Lorn?

Principal Conductor—Gebal.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What is your name?

Principal Conductor-—Giblim, or Stone-Squarer.

Thrice Illustrious Masier—What is the hour?

Principal Conductor—XLow twelve; the usual time
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to call the craft from labor to refreshment.

Thrice Illustrious Master—What remains to be done?

Principa] Conductor—Retire in peace, practice vir-
tue and remain in silence.

Thrice Illustrious Master—(Three raps, ail rise and
a closing prayer or the following charge is next in
order.)

CLOSING CHARGE SELECT MASTER'S DEGREE.

“CoMmpANIONS: Being about to quit this sacred re-
treat to mix again with the world, let us not forget,
amid the cares and vicissitudes of active life, the bright
example of sincere friendship so beautifully illustrated
in the lives pf the founders of this degree. Let us take
the lesson home with us, and may it strengthen the
bands of fraternal love between us, unite our hearts to
duty, and our desires to wisdom. Let us exercise Char-
ity, cherish Hope, and walk in Faith. And may that
moral principle which is the mystic cement of our fel-
lowship remain with and bless us.”—Mackey’s Ritual-
18t, page 551.

Thrice Illustrious Master—Illustrious Companion
Principal Conductor, it is my will and pleasure that
Council be now closed; communicate
this order to the craft for their government.

Principal Conductor—Companions, it is the will and
pleasure of the Thrice Illustrious Master that
Council be now closed. Take due notice and
govern yourselves aécordingly.

[The signs and due-guards from Entered Apprentice
up are then given, see pages 35-40, 65, 66 and 67. Then
the three principal officers in turn each give nine raps,
when the Council is closed.]
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CHAPTER XIL

TeNTH OB SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER’S DEGREE.

[The King is supposed to be absent, so Gedaliah
takes his seat in front of the throne and calls the Coun-
cil to order.]

Gedaliah*® (one rap)—Companion First Keeper of

the Temple, proceed to satisfy yourself that all present
are Super-Excellent Masters.*?

Furst Keeper of Temple—All present are Super-Ex-
cellent Masters except the candidate. [The candidate

is hoodwinked und taken into the hall before opening
the Council. ]

Gedaliah—As a Super-Excellent Master, let it be

your first duty and last care to see the Sanctuary duly
guarded.

First Keeper of Temple—Companion Third Keeper
of the Temple, are we duly guarded?

(Third Keeper goes to the door and gives seven raps

Note 40.—‘‘Gedaliah 1s saated in the West, except during a reception,
when he assumes a station in front of the King. The First Keeper of
the Temple is seated in front of the West. The Second and Third on
the left of the West, and near the door of preparation. The Captain of
the Guards is seated on the right hand of the King; the Three Heralds
are on the outside of the donr, and the Treasurer and Secretary occupy
the usual positions of those officers In other Masonic bodles.”’—Mackey’s
Ritualist, page 555,

Note 41.<=‘The Masonic legend of the degree of Super-Excellent Ma8-
ter refers to circumstances which occurred on the last day of the siege
of Jerusalem by Nebuzaradan, the captain of the Chaldean army, who
had been sent by Nebuchadnezzar to destroy the city and Temple, as a
just punishment of the Jewish king Zedekiah, for his perfidy and rebel-
lion. It occuples, therefore, precisely that polnt of time which is em-
braced in tbat part of the Royal Arch degree which represents the de-
struction of the Temple, and the carrying of the Jews in captivity to
Babylon. It is, in fact, an exemplification and extiension of that part of
the Royal Arch degree.’’—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 5b54.
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—six and one; is answered by the same, returns and
reports:)

Third Keeper of Temple—Companion First Keeper
of the Temple, we are duly guarded and the Sanctuary
is secure.

Iirst Keeper of Temple—Companion Gedaliah, the
Sancluary is duly guarded.

Gedaliah—Where is the King?

" First Keeper of Temple—In one of the apartments
of the Temple.

Gedaliah—What is the hour?

First Keeper of Temple—1It is the time of the second
watch.

f¥edaliah (three raps, all rise)—Since it is the time
of the second watch, let us repair to the Holy Allar
and there offer up our fervent aspirations to the Deity
that he may be pleased to vouchsafe to us, as heretofore,
his protecting care and favor. (They form around the
altar, kneeling on the left knce, right elbow on right
knee and head resting on right hand, where they ve-
main a moment.)

Gedalih—I.et us arise!

Gedaliah—Look to the east. [Led by Gedaliah, the

gigns and due guards from Entered Apprentice up are
now given.]

DUE GUARD OR FIRST SIGN SUPER-EXCELLENT
MASTER. )
Cross arms, as shown in cut, fingers
clinched, thumbs pointing upward.

Due Guard.
8. E. Master,
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SECOND BSIGN SUPER-EXCELLENT MAS-
TER.

Right hand and elbow height of the
Meyes, two first fingers extended like a
fork, thumb and other fingers
clinched; then draw arm back, as
shown in cut, and dart hand and arm
forward horizontally. This alludes to
the penalty of S. E. Master’s obligation

Gedalich—Let each repair to his station.

First Herald (blows trumpet on outside of door.)
Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

Second Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

First Keeper of Temple—A Herald appears!
(Herald' enters.)

First Herald—Nebuchadnezzar approaches with in-
numerable forces, and fills the city.

Second Herald (sounds his trumpet.)

Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

Second Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

First Keeper of Temple—A Herald approaches.

(Herald enters.)

Second Herald—The enemy are formidable and vic-
torious, approaching the King’s palace and within a
few furlongs of the Temple, and everywhere is unher-
alded carnage and devastation.

Third Herald (sounds trumpet.)

Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

Second Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

First Keeper of Temple—The King approaches.

(King enters with three royal guards, one on each
side and one in front.)




98 SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER’S DEGREE.

Gedaliah (three raps, all rise and face the King, who
takes his station in the east.)—Most Excellent King,*
the Council is assembled, the officers stationed, and we
await your orders.

King (rising)—I proclaim this €Council of Super-
Excellent Masters orgamzed (one rap, all are seated).

King—Companion Recorder, is there any business
before the Council?

Recorder—A candidate, , 1s desirous of taking
the degree of Super-Excellent Master.

King Companion Gedaliah, what report brought the
Herald?

Gedaltah—That Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon,
approaches with innumerable ferces, and fills the city.

King—How did he report the enemy?

Gedaliah—That they were formidable and victorious,
approaching the King’s palace and within a few fur-
longs of the Temple, and everywhere is unheralded car-
nage and devastation.

First Herald (sounds his trumpet.)

Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

Second Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

First Keeper of Temple—A Herald approaches.

(Herald enters.)

with battering-rams assaults the Temple and the courts
are filled with carnage. (Much noise is heard outside. )
King—Companion Gedaliah, is there no way of
escape?
Geladiah—There is none except by way of the King’s

Note 42.—¢Its presiding officer ;3 called ‘Most Excellent King,’” and
represents Zedeklah, the last king of Judah.”’—Mackey’'s Lexicon, Art,
Most Excellent Master.
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gardens between the walls, by the private entrance lead-
ing out to the plains of Jericho.

King—Let us made our escape in that way.

(The King and guards leave. The noise outside in-
creases.

Second IHerald (sounds his trumpet).

Third Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

Second Keeper of Temple—A Herald!

First Keeper of Temple—A Herald approaches.

(Herald enters.)

Gedaliuh—What tidings from the King?

Second Herald—The King and all his men of war
fled by night by the way of the gate between the walls
which is by the King’s gardens, and the King went the
way toward the plain, and the army of the Chaldeans
pursued after the King and overtook him on the plains
of Jericho, and all hlS army was scattered from him;
and they took the King and brought him up to the
King of Babylon, at Riblah, and they gave judgment
apon him. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah*® before
his eyes, and they put out the eyes of Zedekiah and
bound him in chains of brass, and carried him to Baby-
lon.

Gedaliah—The sword of the enemy prevails. Our
young men are captives and our old men are slain; in
this extremity what remains to be done? Let us repair
to the Holy Altax and there repledge our faith and
renew our vows. (Three raps, all rise, a circle is formed
about the altar at which the candidate is caused to
kneel, both hands resting on the Holy Bible, square and
compass.

Note 43.—*‘The eyes of Zedekiah were put out. and being loaded with
chains of brass he was carried captive to Babylon, where he afterward
died.”’—Mackey’s Lexicon, Art. Zedekiah,
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Gednliah (to candidate)—Companion, you are again
before the altar of Masonry, where you are about to
take the solemn obligation of a Super-Excellent Mas-
ter.

OBLIGATION OF A SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER.

Gedalinh—You will repeat your name and say after
me: 1, , of my own free will and accord, and in
the presence of the Holy One of Israel and this Council
of Super-Excellent Masters, do hereby and hereon most
solemnly and sincerely promisc and swear that 1 will
not communicate the secrets of this degree to any per-
son or persons, except it be to a true and lawful Com-
panion Super-Excellent Master, or in a legally consti-
tuted Council of such, and neither unto him nor them
till first by strict trial and duc examination, or lawful
information, I shall have found him or them as law-
fully entitled to the same as I am or shall be myself.

I furthermore promise and swear that I will stand to
and abide by all the laws, rules and regulations of any
Council of Super-Excellent -Masters of which I may
become a member, and the constitution, laws and edicts
of the Grand Council under whose jurisdiction the
same may work, so far as they shall come to my knowl-
edge.

% furthermore promise and swear that 1 will give
meat, drink and lodgings to poor, worthy companions,
according to their necessities and my ability, and I will
defend them in danger, and vindicate their character so
far as truth, honor and justice will warrant.

I furthermore promise and swear that I will not bow
down to other gods, nor pay religious adoration to idols,
and that I will not worship the sun, moon nor stars of
heaven, but jn good faith and conscience and to the
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best of my ability, will serve and worship the only true
and living God.

All this I most solemnly and sincerely promise and

swear, binding myself under no less a penalty** than
that of having my thumbs cut off, my eyes put out, my
body bound in chains of brass and carried away to a
strange and distant land, should I in the least violate
this my Super-Excellent Master’s obligation. So help
me God, and keep me steadfast in the due performance
of the same.
. [A constantly increasing noise is heard outside dur-
ing the last part of the obligation, indicating the near
approach of the Chaldean army. The Herald sounds
the trumpet as the obligation is completed, and a mo-
ment after rushes in.]

Heraldi—The enemy advances!

[Herald is closely pursued by the pretended enemy,
who seize the candidate and thrust him out of the room
when the hoodwink is removed and he is conducte(i
ipto the Council and to the altar. Members are sta-
Floned around so as to represent themselves as mourn-
Ing among the willows in a grove at Babylon. ]

SCRIPTURE READING.

“How doth the city sit solitary that was full of
people; how is she become as a widow! She that was
great among the nations and princess among the prov-
Inces, how is she become tributary! She weepeth sore

in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among

Note 44.—“‘As to the s
ymbolic desi
dent that its legend and ceremonlesesafg l?lt;e:xl:l%ddegree' o TSI3 evi-

bortant Masonic virtue, fidelity to vows, Zedeklah,totlzgc‘xlc:l:gdt‘;{?xgghg;:

Judah, is, by the modern ritualist

, 8 who have

ggct)psggu vg:ger:géwcgg?stgg ats the symbol of pgg:ll;ollz:gd ﬂt]l(;e d:gyrg:é
ent which was infij '

of Babylon s set forth in th reat Sholim by the bing

object i8 to warn the reclplenteo}ectggefaﬁlae Yocts. thar wii ool Whose

a violation of his sacred obugations."—Mackeyge%?tégﬁ:t.w gizgn:‘gs from
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all her lovers she hath none to comfort her: all her
friends have dealt treacherously with her, they are
become her enemies.”—Lamentations 1:1, 2.

HYMN.

Air—-8t. Martin or Balerma.
By Babel’s stream we sit and weep,
Qur tears for Zion flow;
Our harps on drooplng willows sleep,
Qur hearts are filled with woe.”

—Chase’s Council Monitor, page 4.

Gedaliah (strikes his hands together once; all form
a square around the altar)—This square represents the
encampment of the Israelites, with the ark in the cen-

ter, three tribes on each side.

MONITORIAL.

“And on the east side toward the rising sun shall
they of the standard of the camp of Judah pitch with
Issachar and Zebulon.”

“On the south side the standard of the camp of
Reuben, with Simeon and Gad.”

“On the west side the standard of the camp of Eph-
raim, with Manasseh and Benjamin.”

“On the north side the standard of the camp of Dan,
with Asher and Naphtali.,”

“Then the Tabernacle of the congregation shall set
forward with the camp of the Levites in the midst of

the camp.”
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“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea,
we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged cur
harps on the willows in the midst thereof. For there
they that carried us away captive required of us a song;
and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saving,
Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”—Psalm 137:1-3.

“Our walls no more resound with pralse,
Our Temple, foes destroy;

Judea’s courts no more upraise
Triumpbant songs of Joy.”

—Chase’s Council Monitor, page 8.

Gedaliah (strikes his hands together twice, when the
craft form a triangle about the altar) —This triangle
or delta is an emblem of Deity, and represents his
omnipotence, omniscience and omnipresence; the links
of the chains of the captives also, which were made
triangular ,the Royal Arch triple triangle and the mys-
tic numbers, etc., of that degree. It also alludes to the
triple duty we owe to God, our fellow beings and our-
selves.

MONITORIAL.

“Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction,
and because of great servitude; she dwelleth among
the heathen, she findeth no rest; all her persecutors
overtook her between the straits. The ways of Zion
do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts; all
her gates are desolate; her priests sigh, her virgins are
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afflicted, and she is in bitterness.”—Lamentations 1:
3, 4.

“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange
land? If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning.”—Psalm 137:4, 5.

‘‘Here, morning, tofl the captive bands,
Qur feasts and Sabbaths cease;

Our tribes dispersed through distant lands,
Are hopeless of release.”

—Chase’s Council Monitor, page 48.

Gedaliah (strikes his hands together three timcs,
when a circle is formed)—This circle is emblematical
of friendship; the ark in the center, as the blazinz star
in the mosaic pavement, is an emblem of Divine Provi-
dence; the radiation from which in direct lines varie-
gates to every part of the circle and we in that. 1t is
also emblematical of the circle of our moral duties, as
in the Entered Apprentice degree, and the lesson which
the point within the circle embordered by two perpen-
dicular lines, inculcates, T hope you have not forgotten.
It is also an emblem of eternity, having neither begin-
ning nor end. The first, the emblem of friendship,
may be broken; the second may be changed as the
mortal moral agent, but the third, never. This em-
blem encourages the hope of final immortality, by
faith in the Divine promises.
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MONITORIAL,

“The word of Jeremiah the prophet; to the captives
in Babylon, saying, This captivity is long. Build ye
houses and dwell in them; and plant gardens and eat
the fruit of them; and seek the peace of the city
whither I have caused you to be carried away captives,
and pray unto the lord for it; for in the peace thereof
shall ye have peace.”—Jer. 29:5, 7.

“If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to
the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above
my chief joy.”—Psalm 137:6.

‘“‘But should the ever graclous Power
To us propitious be,

Chaldeans sball cur race restore,
And kings proclaim us free.'

—Chase’s Council Monitor, page 49.

Gedaliah*® (one rap, seating Council) —I will now ex-
plain to you the signs, words and grips of this degree:

This is the due guard of a Super-Excellent Master
(makes due duard as on page 96). This alludes to the
first portion of the penalty of your obligation.

This is another sign: Raise your right arm as high
as your eyes, with the two first fingers extended. First
put them to your own eyes, then turn and dart them

Note 45.—*‘There are flve persons of the bame of Gedaliah who are
mentioned in Scripture, but only two of them were contemporary with
the destruction of the Temple.

‘‘Gedaliah, the son of Pashur, Iy mentfoned by the prophet Jeremlah
(38:1) as a prince of the court of Zedekiah. He was present at its
destruction, and Is known to have been one ‘of the advisers of the king
It was through his counsels, 2nd those of his colleagues, that Zedekial;
was persuaded to deliver up the prophet Jeremiah to death, from which
he was rescued only by the {ntercession of a eunuch of the palace.

‘“The other Gedaliah was the son of Abikam. He seems to have been
greatly in favor with Nebuchadnezzar, for after the destruction of Jeru-
salem, -nd the deportation of Zedekish, he was appointed by the Chal-
:::: :ezgnarch a8 satrap or governor over Judea.’’ —Mackey's Ritralist,
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toward another's eyes. (See page 97.) Also alludes
to the second portion of your obligation. This is the

GRAND HAILING SIGN OF DISTRESS OF A SUPER-
EXCELLENT MASTER.

Right hand clinched make sign of a Past
Master with a zig-zag motion, and alludes to
a portion of your obligation, that of being
bound in chains of brass. The word accom-
panying the last sign is NAHOD ZABOD BoNE.

Grand Haliling Sign
of 8. E. Master.

Gedaliah (continuing)—I will now present you with
my hand and with it the pass grip and word and regu-
lar grip and word.

PASS GRIP, SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER.

Right hands
grasped, as if -to
pull a person up
a steep bank,
thumbs touching
at ends. See cut.

A

RN
r.
This is the same as a Mark Master’s grip.

Worps Siroc, or Mark Well.
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REAL GRIP, SUPER-EXCELLENT MAS-
TER.

Same as pass grip, except grasp-
ing each other by both hands, arms
crossed. See cut.

1st. (says) Saul the first king of
[srael.

2nd. (says) Zedekiah the last
king of Judah.

Reslgrip 8. E. Master,

[The two last sentences are called the “Word” or
“Pass.”

The grand hailing sign of this degree is like the
sign of a Past Master, except that the hand is clenched
instead of open and the motion of the hand is zig-zag
though drawn in the same direction.

The pass grip is like that of a Mark Master; accom-
panying “Word” that of the real grip of that degree.]

Gedaliah—Comparion Third Keeper of the Temple,
conduct our newly admitted companion to the east.

HISTORY.!®

“The ceremonies through which you have passed
have a moral and historic significance.
“The historic alludes to the taking of Jerusalem, and

Note 46,—'“1t is very natural to suppose, that when the enemy were
w08t pressing. in their attick upon the devoted city, when the breach
which was to give them entrance bad been effected. and when perbaps the
streets most distant f om the Tewple were already filled with Chaldean
soldiery, a council of his princes and nobles should bave been held by
Zedekiab in the Ten.ple. to which they bhad fled for refuge. and that be
should ask their advice as to the most feasible method of escape from
the impending dangers. History, it is true. glves no account of any such
assembly, but tbe written reecord of these important events which is now
extant is very brief. and as there is every reason to admit the probabllity
of the occurrence, the original compiler of the degree was authorized to
make the meeting of such a council a part of its legendary ceremony.’’
—Mackey’'as Ritualist, page 561.
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the destruction of the Temple by Nebuchadnezzar,
King of Babylon.

“Zedekiah, who reigned at this time in Jerusalem,
was the uncle of Jehoiachim, the youthful king placed
at eighteen years of age upon the throne.

“The former name of Zedekiah was Mattaniah. The
change of name was to indicate that the justice, and
not the gift of the Lord, imparted to him a scepter at
the pleasure of the Babylonish monarch.

“Nebuchadnezzar’s final and fatal siege of Jerusalem .

began on Friday, the 30th of December, in the 588th
year before the Christian cra, being the seventh year
of Pharaoh Hophra, King of Igypt.

“The King of Judah besought the aid of Egypt
against the Chaldeans. Pharaoh attempted to inter-
pose, but the result was to no purpose, as the prophet
had foretold.

“Pharaoh’s demonstration only occasioned an inter-
mission of the siege for a period of about one khundred
days. The city yielded to the Chaldean power and to
famine on Wednesday, the 13th of June.

“Deducting from the 530 days since lhe forts were
built around Jerusalem, the probable interval of 100
days, wherein Pharaoh diverted the attention of the
Chaldeans, and we have the 430 days during which
Ezekiel was called upon prophetically to bear the ini-
quities of Israel and Judah.

“Zedekiah, dreading the fury of the monarch to

whom he owed his own clevation, had fled from the city,
but was pursued by the Chaldeans and captured in the
plains of Jericho, about eighteen miles from Jerusa-

lem.
«Northward from this, 100 miles distant, was Riblah,
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in the region of Hamath, where Pharaoh Nechi had put
in bonds the humiliated Jehoahaz, son of Josiah.

“At this place Nebuchadnezzar now had his quarters
and to him the troops conducted the captive Zedekiah:
‘And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes,
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with
fetters of brass and carried him to Babylon’ Thus
were verified what had seemed to be the contradictory
prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The former pre-
dicting of Zedekiah: ‘Thine eyes shall behold the eyes
of the King of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee
mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon.” And
the latter announcing, ‘I will bring him to Babylon, to
the land of the Chaldeans, yet he shall not see it though
he shall die there.’

“Ncbuzaradan, the commanding ofticer of the Chal-
dean army, presented himself at Jerusalem on Wednes-
day, the 11th of the succeeding month, and on the
following Sabbath, the 14th of July, he completed his
cruel and profane ravage in plundering and burning,
the Temple and city.

“The history prepares us for the thrilling and sacred
theme of the pious and wonderful rebuilding of the
Lords house. The moral purpose of this degree is to
inculcate true devotion in spirit and in truth to the
Great I AM, in contradistinction to idolatry; to teach
traditionally life’s vicissitudes; to encourage generous
hospitality and friendship; to enlighten the mind and
amend the heart, that we may became wiser and purer,
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day, and by pre-
cept and example to excite our brethren to moral acticn
and the amiable practice of sincere devotion toward
God, and of all the social virtues. It also inculcates the
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faithful fulfillment of our several vows, and the fearless
discharge of our respective duties; and teaches us that
the violation of our solemn vows, as in the case of Zed-
ekiah, the last king of Judah, will not only cause usto
forfeit the respect and friendship of our companions,
but will also most surely destroy our own peace of mind.

“Then let us, my companions, labor diligently and
fearlessly in the cause of Truth our allotted time, doing
with our might whatever our hands find to do, so that,
when at the time of the third watch our work is finished,
we may be grected as Super-Excellent Masters, and be
released from our captivity in the flesh, to return over
the rough and rugged way of the Valley of the Shadow
of Death to our abiding-place, eternal in the heavens,
there to erect our last and perfect moral and Masonic
temple and adore the Holy One of Israel throughout
the endless cycles of eternity.”—Chase’s Council Moni-
tor, page 50.

CHARGE TO CANDIDATE, SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER’S
DEGREE,

CoMpaniON: As Masonry is a science of morality
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols, it is prop-
er that, as a Super-Excellent Master, you should be in-
structed in the moral design of the degree into which
you have just been initiated, It isintended, in the first
place. to inculcate a sincere devotion to the GreaT I
AM, 1n contradistinction to an idolatrous worship, which
is, in other words, but a symbolieal expression for a
reverence of truth and an abhorrence of falschood.

“It also impresses on us the necessity of a faithful
fulfillment of our several vows, and the fearless dis-
charge of our respective duties; and tcaches us, by its
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legends and its ceremonies, that the violation of our
solemn vows, as in the instance of the last king of
Judah, will not only cause us to forfeit the respect and
friendship of our companions, but will also most surely
destroy our own peace of mind.

‘‘Let us, then, labor diligently and faithfully in the
cause of TruTH, doing with all our might whatever
our hands find to do, so that, when at the time of the
third watch our work is finished, we may be greeted as
Super-Excellent Masters, and be released from our cap-
tivity in the flesh, to return over the rough and rugged
way of the Valley of the Shadow of Death to our
abiding-place, eternal in the heavens, there to erect our
second moral and Masonic temple, that house not made
with hands; there to adore the Holy Ome of Israel
throughout the endless circle of eternity.”—Mackey’s
Ritualist, page 565.




CHAPTER XII.

TENTH, OR SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER’'S DEGREE.

LECTURE, OR EXAMINATION.

Gedaliah—Are you a Super-Excellent Master?

Candidate—I have the honor to be.

Gedalich—Where did you receive that honor?

Candidate—In a duly constituted Council of Super-
Excellent Masters.

Gedalish—Have you any signs belonging to this
degree ?

Candtidale—1 have.

Gedaliah—Give me a sign.
guard, as on page 96.)

Gedalinh—What is that called?

Candidate—The due guard of a Super-Excellent Mas-
ter.

Gedaliah—Has it an allusion?

Candidate—It has, to a portion of the penalty of my
obligation. (Thumbs cut off.)

Gedaliah—Give me another sign. (Candidate gives
sign of gouging out eyes, as on page 97.)

Gedaligh—Has that an allusion?

Candidate—It has, to another portion of the penalty
of my obligation. (Eyes gouged out.)

Gedaliah—Have these signs any further allusion?

Candidate—They have, to the fate of Zedekiah, King
of Judah, who rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, King
of Babylon, who had elevated him to his position. His
thumbs were cut off, his eyes put out and his body
bound in fetters of brass was carried to Babylon.

(Candidate gives due
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CHAPTER XIII.

TENTH, OR SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER’S DEGREE.

CLOSING CEREMONIES.

Gedaliah (one rap)—Companion First Keeper of the
Temple, as a Super-Excellent Master let it be your first
duty and last care tc see the sanctuary duly guarded.

First Kceper of Temple—Companion Third Keeper
of the Temple are we duly guarded? (Third Kecper
of the Temple goes to the door, gives seven raps; is-
answered by same.)

Third Keeper of Temple—We are duly guarded and
the sanctuary is secure.

First Koeper of Temple—Companion Gedaliai, the
sanctuary is duly guarded.

Gedaliah—Where is the King?*’

First Keeper of Temple—In the prison at Babylon.
His thumbs have heen cut off, his eyes put out, his
body bound in chains of brass and carried captive to a
strange and distant land, as a penalty for perjury.

Gedalivh—The sword of the enemy prevails, our
young men are captives and our old men are slain. In
this extremity what remaineth to be done? Let us
repair to the holy altar and there repledge our faith and
renew our vows. (All assemble around the altar and
kneel on left knee, right elbow on right knee and head

Note 47.—‘‘The historical incidents, but less in detall, are to be found
in the first part of the Royal Arch.’’-—-Mackey’s Lexicon, Art, Super-Ex-
cellent Master,
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on right hand, where they remain a moment.)
l Gedaliah—Let us arise. (All rise.)
: Gedaliah—Look to the east. (All, led by Gedaliah
make the signs and due guards from Entered Appren-
tice degree up.)
Gedaliah—Let each repair to his station.
‘ Gedaliah (seven raps.)
First Keeper of Temple (seven raps.)
[ Second Keeper of the Temple (seven raps.)
i Gedaliah—I proclaim this Council of Super-Excel-
| lent Masters closed.

ANALYSIS OF THE COUNCIL DEGREES.

Established by Adventurers from Prussia—Brief History of thelr Origin
by Muckey—Their Origin in Question—Three Different Grand Masonic
Bodies Claim the Right to Sell these Secrets—A Committee Investi-
gates and Reports on their Orlgin—The Sublime Grand Lodge of Per-
fection, 33d Degree, Establishes its Claim of Jurisdiction—First Grand
Council of Princes of Jerusalem Established at Charleston, S, C.—The
Ritual Deposited with them by Joseph Myers, One of the Deputy
Inspectors General, from Prussia—These Inspectors General Peddle
these Degrees through the Southern and Western States—The Ritual
Copied for the Supreme Council. who Send out Jeremy L, Crogs and
other Rite Peddlers—Rlasphemous Use of Alpha and Omega—Silence
and Secrecy the C(Cardinal Masonic Virtues—Other False Religiona
Teach ther Same—The Teachings of Christ vs, Freemasonry—Free-
masonry Governs by Terror.

Like the “Holy Roval Arch degree” these Council
degrees wcre established by wandering adventurers,
though it is claimed that King Frederick II. of Prus:zia
gave the authority for their establishment to three
Deputy Inspegtors General. We quote the following
brief history of the Council degrees from Mackey’s
Masonic Ritualist:

“Forty years ago there were very earnest discussions
on thé subject of the origin and jurisdiction of the
degrees of Royal and Select Master. At that time
there were three authorities under whom those degrees
were conferred in the United States; first, under Grand
Councils in some of the States; secondly, under Grand
Chapters as in Maryland and Virginia; and thirdly,
under the Supreme Council of the thirty-third degree
of-the Ancient and Accepted Rite, as in South Carolina.
This diversity of authority was undoubtedly dependent
on an uncertainty of origin. The degrees were here,
but few knew whence they came, nor by whom they
had been originally introduced.

“But an attempt on the part of the Grand Chapter
of Maryland, in the year 1826, ‘to assume jurisdiction
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and authority’ over these degrees, led to investigation
into their history. In February, 1827, a committee of
most able and competent Companions made a report on
this subject to the Grand Chapter of South Carolina, in
which the history of the origin of these degrees is so
fully discussed, that the valuable information it imparts
had better be given in the very words of the report it-
self:

“‘The committee appointed at the last stated convo-
cation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, in May last,
to take into consideration and report upon the propriety
and expediency of the Aifferent Grand Royal Arch
Chapters of the several States respectively assuming

" jurisdiction and authority over the Royal and Select

Master’s degrees, and to which committee were referred
the proceedings of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
Maryland upon the subject, respectfully ask leave to
state that they have made extensive and careful inves-
tigation into the subjects referred to their considera-
tion, and they offer the following statement as the result
of their inquiries:

“‘They have ascertained that the respectable brothers
and companions, Dr. F. Dalcho, Dr. Isaac Auld, Dr.
James Moultrie, Sr., and Moses C. Levy, Esq., with
many others, received these degrees in Charleston, in
February, 1783, in the Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfec-
tion, then established in this city (Charleston), of
which body three of the above-named brothers are still
living, venerable for their years and warm attachment
to the glorious cause of Freemasonry, and highly re-
spected and esteemed in the community where they
have so long and so honorably sojourned, and they are
still members of the same sublime body.

“¢Your committee have further ascertained that at
the original establishment of the Grand Council of
Princes of Jerusalem, in this city, on the 20th of Feb-
ruary, 1783, by the Illustrious Brothers Joseph Myers,
Barend M. Spitzer and A. Forst, Deputy Inspectors
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General, from Frederick II., King of Prussia, Brother
Myers then deposited in the archives of the said Grand
Council of the Princes of Jerusalem certified copies of
the said degrees, from Berlin, in Prussia, which were
to be under the future guidance and fostering protec-
tion of the government of the above-named presiding
body. The above-named three respectable bréthren
and companions are, and have steadily been, members
and officers of the said body of Princes of Jerusalem;
their evidence, therefore, must be conclusive upon these
points.

“‘Your committee are informed that the above-
named Brother Myers, previously to his return to Eu-
rope, while pursuing his mercantile concerns, resided
some time in several of the cities of Virginia and Mary-
land, where he communicated a knowledge of the de-
grees in question.

“‘The committee further state that the Grand Offi-
cers and the Sublime Council of Inspectors General
have been, since 1783, steadily in the habit of confer-
ring the degrees in question, under their authority, in
the Southern and Western States. Your committee
have seen and perused the first copy of these degrees
that ever came to America, and old copies of charters
that have been returned by Councils in States where
Grand Councils have been formed, and the bodies sur-
rendering have taken other charters for conferring the
degrees from such Grand Councils of Royal and Select
Masters thus formed.” * * * *

“As corroborative of these statements, it may be
mentioned that in a manuscript record of Brother Peter
Snell, who was, in 1827, a member of the Supreme
Council, is contained the following memorandum:

“‘Supreme Council Chamber, Charleston, S. C., Feb-
ruary 10, 18%7. T hereby certify that the detached
degrees, called Royal and Select Master, or Select Mas-
ters of 27, were regularly given by the Sublime Grand
Lodge of Perfection (No. 2, in the U. 8. A.), estab-
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lished by Brother Isaac Da Costa, in Charleston, in
1783, one of the original members of which, M. L
Brother Moses C. Levy, is still alive and a member of
it to this day, without ceasing to be so for a day. And
further, that at the first establishment of a Grand
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, in Charleston, in
February, 1783, by the Illustrious Deputy Inspectors
General, Joseph Myers, B. M. Spitzer and A. Forst,
Brother Myers (who succeeded Brother Da Costa, after
his decease) deposited a certified copy of the degrees
from Berlin, in Prussia, to be under the guidance and
fostering protection of the government of the above
Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem.’

“Brother Moses Holbrook, who was Grand Com-
mander of the Supreme Council at Charleston in 1829,
has copied this statement of Snell into a manuseript
ritual of the degrees, which he deposited in the archives
of the Supreme Council, and which is now in the pos-
session of a Past Officer. He has also added in his own
hand the following comment:

“ ‘Brother Myers, shortly after this (February 20,
1788), resided some time in Norfolk, Richmond and
Baltimore, previous to his removal to Europe, and he
communicated a knowledge of these degrees to a num-
ber of brethren in those cities. The original copy is
still in my keeping; and agreeably to the obligations of
the same, and the Grand Constitutions governing those
degrees, viz.: Royal and Select Masters of 27, it is cor-
rect and lawful to give them either to Sublime Masons,
who have arrived to the Knights of the Ninth Arch
(13th degree), or to companions of the Third Arch,
Royal Arch Masons.’

“The Rcv. Frederick Dalcho, who was at one time
Grand Commander of the Southern Supreme Council,
in the appendix to his ‘Masonic Orations,” published in
1803, after giving a list of the regular degrees of the
Ancient and Accepted Rite, adds, that ‘most of the In-
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spectors are in possession of a number of detached de-
grecs given in different parts of the world, and which
they generally communicate, free of expense, to those
brethren who are high enough to understand them.
And among these ‘dctached degrees, he mentions ‘Se-
lect Masons of 27, which is what we now call the Select
Master.

“From these statements, then, we gather the follow-
ing results as to the history of the introduction of these
degrees into the United States:

“l. The degrees of Royal and Select Master were
originally brought to this country by an Inspector
General of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, in the year
1783, deposited by him in the archives, and placed un-
der the control of the Council of Princes of Jerusalem,
which was organized in the city of Charleston, South
Carolina, in that year.

“Q. These degrces were at first conferred in Charles-
ton, by the Council of Princes of Jerusalem, as ‘de-
tached degrees,” or what in more modern phrase would
be called ‘side degrees’ of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite.

“3. They were disseminated over the whole country
by agents or representatives of this Rite, who conferred
them on any qualified persons whom they pleased to
select, but always with the administration of a pledge of
allegiance to the Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Rite.

“4. Charters were granted by these agents of the
Supreme Council for the establishment of Councils of
Royal and Select Masters, in different States, which
councils subsequently united in the formation of State
Grand Councils, and threw off their allegiance to the
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Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
I do not believe that charters were ever granted imme-
diately and directly by the Supreme Council. I think
that they were always issued in its name by its agents,
who were empowered so to do by a general warrant.
Thus I have been enabled to trace the original Councils
of Alubama to the action of John Barker, who was an
authorized agent of the Supreme Council. Perhaps
more work was done in this way by Jeremy L. Cross,
under the same claim, than by any other man in the
United States.”—Mackey’s Ritualist, pages 606 to 611.

From this brief sketch the reader will see that there
was a fine exemplification of “those truly Masonic vir-
tucs, friendship, morality and brotherly love,” in the
wrangle as to who should sell these Masonic secrets.
The reader who has carefully noted the ritual of these
degrees and the foot notes, particularly notes 3 and 6,
and the prayer on same page as note 6 ; notes 8, 11, 13,
2, 35, 36 and 38 and the charge to candidates, pages
110-111, will need no argument to convince him that
these degrees are but a development of the Masonic
and Satanic plan of salvation without Christ. The
blasphemous use made of one of the chosen titles of
the Lord Jesus, “Alpha and Omega,” as given on page
51 and the Masonic admission of such use in note 16 on
same page, ought to make every true Christian loathe
the institution, and the unblushing admission by Mack~
ey in notes 14, 21, 22, 32 and 38, either of the aping
of the ancient mysteries, or the actual identity of these
degrees with those heathen orders-of which Paul says,
“it is a shame even to speak of those things which are
done of them in secret,” (Eph. 5: 12) ought to open the
eyes of any person whose mind is not completely
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blinded by the god of this world (see 2 Cor. 4:4) to
the abominable character of this professedly “ancient
and honorable institution.”

In regard to the design and teaching of these de-
grees; the “Masonic symbolism,” it is doubtless true
that many who read the ridiculous story about the nine
arches under Solomon’s Temple, one of which, the
ninth and last, which is pretended was directly under
the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, and was made
alone and entirely by the three Grand Masters, Solo-
mon, King of Israel ; Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hiram,
Abif, with their own hands, will be simply amused
thereby as they would be by some newspaper stery
about a great sea serpent. As to the puerile and ludi-
crous story about Izabud, the “particular friend” of
Solomon, and Aghishar, the unfaithful steward or sen-
tinel, whose pretended condemnation and execution are
the basis of the degree, many will see only a meaning-
less farce. That such a conclusion would be very errone-
ous is evident from the following:

“The two virtues which it is particularly the sym-
bolic design of the Select Master’s degree to inculcale
are secrecy and silence. They are, indeed, called the
cardinal virtues of a Select Master, because the neces-
sity of their practice is prominently set before the can-
didate in the legend, as well as in all the ceremonies of
the degree. But these virtues constitute the very es-
sence of all Masonic character; they are the safeguards
of the institution, giving to it all its security and per-
petuity, and are enforced by frequent admonitions in ali
the degrecs, from the lowest to the highest. The En-
tered Apprentice begins his Masonic career by learning
the duty of secrecy and silence. Hence it is appropri-
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ate that in that degree which is the consummation of
initiation, in which the whole cycle of Masonic science
is completed, the abstruse machinery of symbolism
should be employed to impress the same important vir-
tues on the mind of the neophyte.

“The same principles of secrecy and silence exisicd
in all the ancient mysteries and systems of worship.
When Aristotle was asked what thing appeared to him
to be most difficult of performance, he replied, “To be
secret and silent.’

“‘If we turn our eyes back to antiquity,” says Cal-
cott, ‘we shall find that the old Eygptians had so great
a regard for silence and secrecy in the mysteries of their
religion that they set up the god Harpocrates, to whom
they paid peculiar honor and veneration; who was rep-
resented with the right hand placed near the heart, and
the left down by his side, covered with a skin before,
full of eyes and ears; to signify that of many things to
be seen and heard few are to be published.’

“Apuleius, who was an initiate in the mysteries of
Isis, says: “By no peril will I ever be compelled to dis-
close to the uninitiated the things that I have had in-
trusted to me on condition of silence.’

“Lobeck, in his ‘Aglaophamus,’” has collected several
examples of the reluctance with which the ancients ap-
proached a mystical subject, and the manner in which
they shrunk from divulging any explanation or fable
which had been related to them at the mysterics under
the seal or secrecy and silence. _

“And lastly, in the school of Pythagoras these lessons
were taught by the sage to his diciples. A novitiate
of five years was imposed upon each pupil, which period
was to be passed in total silence and religious and philo-
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sophical contemplation. And at length, when he was
admitted to full fellowship in the society, an oath of
secrecy was administered to him on the sacred tetractys,
which was equivalent to the Jewish tetragrammaton.

“Select Masters therefore work in secrecy and silence,
that they may prepare and preserve the sacred deposits
of truth until the time shall come for its full revelation.
And so should all men do, working now, yet not for the
present time alone, but that their labor may bring forth
fruit in the future; laboring here amid the foundations
of the first temple of this transient life, that when their
hours of work are finished on earth, the deeds which
they have done may be brought to light, and the re-
ward be bestowed in the second temple of eternal life.

“This is the true symbolism of the Seclect Master’s
degree.”—Mackey’s Ritualist, pages 523-525.

Such is the character of the Council degrees and of
Frcemasonry as stated by Dr. Albert G. Mackey, the
most prolific writer and generally regarded as the high-
est Masonic authority in America, and now and for
years past a “Sovereign Grand Inspector General” of
the order. While the Christian religion always and
everywhere brings peace and good will to men, and
Christ said, “I ever spake openly to the world * * and
1n secret have I said nothing,” (John 18:20) “What
ye hear in the ear that preach ye upon the house tops,”
(Matt. 10:27) the Masonic, like all false religions, of
each of whom Satan is the rcal god, governs its vota-
ries by terror; and, instead of, “Go ye into all the world
and preach the Gospel to every creature,” scereecy and
silence are pronounced “the cardinal virtues.”

The teaching and design of the Super-Excellent Mas-
ter’s degree (last of the Council degrees) is stated by
the sanie author still more forcibly and concisely as
quoted in note 44, the closing clause of which has an
unmistakable ring: “Whose object is to warn the recipi-
ent [of the degree] of the fatal effects that will ensue
from a violation of his sacred obligations.”




124 Diagraym of Rep Cross CoUNCIL.

CHAPTER XIV.

KxigHTs oF THE RED Cnross, ok ELEVENTH DEGREE.

OPENING CEREMONIES.

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Master of the Palace,
it is my will and pleasure that this Council of Knights
of the Red Cross*® be prepared for my reception. Sir
Knight Chancellor, accompany me to my apartment.
[Sovereign Master, representing King Darius, and
o Chancellor refire to the king’s apartments.]

Mastor of Financos. Master of Dispatches. Master of the Palace (standing at post of Sovereign

1! Master)—Atlention, Sir Knights! Clothe and equip
T F yourselves as Knights of the Red Cross! Sir Knight
| Ji “ \ Y ‘ Master of the Cavalry, you will see that this Council
of Knights of the Red Cross is in order for the recep-
tion of the Sovereign Master!

Master of Cavalry—Sir Knight Warder, satisfy your-
self that all present are Knights of the Red Cross.

Warder (after looking around)—AIl present are
Knights of the Red Cross.

Master of Cavalry—When a Council of Knights of
the Red Cross*® is about to be opened, what is the first

Note 48.—‘‘This is the first of the three orders in Encampment Ma-
sonry, and corresponds with the degree of Prince of Jerusalem in Scotch
%ag:og:y, from which it is borrowed.”’—Morris’ Dict,, Art. Red Cross

night.

Note 49.—*‘It has no analogy to the degrees of chivalry, dating its ex-
istence long before the Crusades, or even the Christian era, as far back
indeed, as the reign of Darius, by whom it is said to have been founded.
It is, however, always conferred in a commandery of Knights Templar,
and is given preparatory to communicating that degree. though there is
po connection whatever between the two.”’—Mackey's Lexicon,
of the Red Cross,

i1,
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duty?

Warder—To see that the Sentinel is at his post and
the council chamber duly guarded.

Master of Cavalry—Perform that duty and inform
the Sentinel that a Council of Knights of the Red
Cross is about to be opened, and direct him to guard
accordingly. (The Warder informs Sentinel as in pre-
vious degrees, giving eight raps, 000-000-00, which are
answered by the same, and the Sentinel being informed,
the Warder returns and reports.)

[As this degree is often conferred on those who have
not taken either of the three Council degrees preceding
this, it is considered as the eighth Masonic degree, hence
but eight raps.]

Warder—The Sentinel is at his post and the council
chamber is duly guarded.

Master of Cavalry—Attention, Sir Knights! Fall in!
(Knights form in single rank, one behind the other,
Indian ﬁle, facing the east, and as in other military
companies, they stand accordmg to height, the tallest
at the right or head. )

Master of Cavalry—Front! (All turning to the left,
face the north.)

Master of Cavalry—Right—dress! (All turn their
eves to the right and come into lihe, guided by the sword
of the Master of Cavalry, which he points down the
line, from the head or east.) ,

Master of Cavalry—Front! (All look to the front.)

Master of Cavalry—From the right—count—twos!
(They begin at the right and count, one, two; one, two,
down the line, and all those who count one¢ form the
“First Division,” and those counting fwo the “Second
Division.”)

OPENING CEREMONIES. - 1%

Muster of Cavalry—Form divisions! Right—facel
(Ail face to the right; the fwos each step to the right
of the one that was on their right, thus forming divi-
gions.)

Master of Cavalry—Officers—posts! (Master of In-
fantry steps to the right of Second Division, faced fo
the right, or east; the Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer
and Warder form in line facing the east, Standard
Bearer in the middle, their right one pace from foot
of First Division, of course at right angles with both
divisions.)

Master of Cavalry—Form lines for the reception of
the Sovereign Master:

Master of Infantry—By file left—march! (The Mas-
ter of Infantry leading them, turns to the lcft, and
those following, as each comes to the spot where the
Master of Infantry turned also turn, and the line
after taking four paces receives the command:)

Master of Infaniry—By file left—march! (Master
of Infantry turns to the left again and is followed as
before and they pass along*until the head of the divi-
sion is opposite the left end of the First Division.)

Master of Infantry—Halt! (All stop unless the divi-
sion has “strung out,” when they close up properly.)

Master of Infuntry—Front! (All form in line, fac-
ing the south and the First Division.)

Master of Infaniry—Left—dress! (At the word
“left” all turn their heads to the left, and at the word
“dress” come into exact line.)

Master of Infantry—Front!
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EAST.
Master of Palace.

M. of Cavalry.
o

1y

NORTH
*NOISIAI@ aNOJIS
FIRST DIVISION.
‘BIhos

Warder.« Standurd Bearer.

WEST.

[The lines when formed are as shown in diagram.]

' M(fster of Cavalry—Sir Knight Master of the Palace,
the lines are duly formed.
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Master of Palace—Sir Knight Master of Infantry,
repair with the Standard Bearer and Sword Bearer to

the apartment of the Sovereign Master and inform himn
that the lines are formed and await his pleasure.
Master of Infantry (facing about)—Sir Knighs
Standard Bearer and Sword Bearer, left—face! (he faces
to the left.) By file right—march!
(Master of Infantry leads the way to the quarters of

the Sovereign Master.)

Master of Infantry (at apartment of Sovereign Mas-
ter)—Sovereign Master, the lines are formed and await
your pleasure.

Sovereign Muaster—Sir Knight Chancellor, accom-

pany me to the council chamber.

(Led by the Master of Infantry, Standard Bearer,
Sword Bearer and guards, the Sovereign Master aud
Chancellor approach the council chamber.)

Warder (sounds the trumpet)—They enter.

Master of Palace—Attention, Sir Knights! Present

swords!
(Swords are held at “present” while the Sovereign

Master and Chancellor pass through the lines from tlie
west and toke their stations. The escort, passing along
hehind the First Division, resume their posts. The
Master of Infantry leading and ordering the movement,
“By file right—march,” as soon as they pass clear of
the First Division, “By file riglit—march,” when he
reaches the foot of that division and again “By file

right—march,” to bring them into line . with the
Warder.)

SWORD PRACTICE.

[Though a detailed description of sword practice
seems unnecessary, a few of {lie more common motions
scenis desirable.]
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DRAW S8WORDS.

First Motion. At the word *“‘draw,” grasp scabbard
with left and sword with right hand, and draw sword
about two inches.

Second Motion. At the word “swords,” draw sword
out, and throwing right hand in front, drop sword in
hollow of elbow.

Tl_lird Motion. Bring right hand with hilt of sword
to right thigh, elbow a little bent, sword 4
perpendicular and held by thumb and fore-
finger. This is the position of

CARRY SWORDS. '\

As this is the-usual position of holding a §

s}t;vord, the position is asssumed in executing
113

the order to “Draw—swords,” and resumed

at the command “Recover,” given after a

salute or when a cross is formed.

Carry swords,

PRESENT SWORDS.

Sword being at “carry,” at the word “‘pre-
sent” grasp hilt firmly and at the word
“*swords” raise sword perpendicularly, guard
, or hilt height of shoulder, arm against
the body. See cut. w

After “Present—swords,” the order “Carry
—swords,” is executed . by extending the
hand in front when sword drops in hollow
of arm at elbow; then bring hand and hilt
to right thigh, sword perpendicular.
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SALUTE.

Bring sword to “present,” then ex-
tend arm and let point of sword drop
as shown in cut, hand on right thigh,
back of hand up.

RETURN SWORDS.

First Motion. Bringswords to “pre-
sent” and at same time grasp scabbard
with left hand near the mouth.

Second Motion. Drop point of
sword to the mouth of the scabbard and
turning the head to the left raise the

Salute
hand when the sword is pushed in, then, eyes front and

hands at side.

FORM CROSS.

This command is given only when lines are formed
facing inward, as for reception of Sovereign Master, or
Eminent Commander, as he is called in the next degree,
or for inspection and review.

Knights facing
each other, each
throws right foot
forward about eigh-
teen inches, throw-
ing the weight of
the body forward
and right arm ex-
tended forward and
and upward, when
swords of opposite
knights are crossed
about eight inches
from the point.

Form cross.
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SWORD CUTS.

There are seven regular sword
w cuts, and when at such practice,

W the officer in command orders the
cuts by the numbers,

The preliminary commands are,
first: “Prepare to guard!” when
sword is brought to the position
of “present;” when the second
preliminary command, “Guard!”
is given, and each throws the right
foot forward about eighteen inches
and at same time extends right arm and cross swords
with each other as in “form cross” except that swords
are crossed about midway of the blade. Swords are
held in this position till the order for the cuts is given,

Cur ONE is a downward cut from the right toward
the neck, as shown in engraving, when sword is
brought back to position of “prepare to guard,” and
after each cut swords are brought to “prepare to guard.”

Cut Two is same as cut one, except a left downward
stroke toward the neck.

Cut THREE is made by a sweep of the sword around
to the right and then up toward the legs as shown in
engraving, and is called a ‘right under cut.” ,

Cur Four is the same as cut three, but from the left
and called a “left under cut.”

Cur Five is a cut from the right toward the body at
or near the waist, -
Cut Six is the same as cut five except from the left.

Cur SEVEN is a vertical cut toward the head and is
called the ‘‘head cut.”

4 OIS
Sword cuts.
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OPENING CEREMONIES CONTINUED.

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Chancellor, it is my
will and pleasure that the Sir Knights be displayed by
single line, facing the cast.

Chancellor—Sir Knight Master of the Palace, it is
the will and pleasure of the Sovercign Master that the
Sir Knights be displayed in single line, facing the east.

Master of the Palace—Sir IKnight Master of Cavalry,
display the First Division by single line, facing the
east.

Master of Palace—Sir Knight Master of Infantla,
display the Sccond Division by single line, facing the
cast. (The lines being formed as in diagram, page 128.
the Sword Bearcr, Standard Bearer and Warder, led
hy Sword Bearer, march around to the east end of the
Second Division, at right angles with the lines, and
between the end of the line and Master of Cavalry’s
station.)

Master of Cavalry—TFirst Division, right—face! (All
face to the right.) By file right! (Leader turns half
to the right.)

Master of Infantry—Second Division, left face! (All
face to the left.) By file left! (Leader turns to the
left.)

Master of Palace—March! (Both divisions start
together at the word march, the first filing right and
the other left, but as the lines were faced inward they
rcally move together. When the end of the two lines
has barcly passed:the line of the Sword Bearer, Stand-
ard Bearer and Warder, the Master of the Palace com-
mands:) |

Master of Palace—Halt!

Master of Palace—Front! (Each turns to the east,
and each one of the Sccond Division steps to the left
of one that was opposite him in the First Division,

thus forming one line facing the east.)
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Master of Palace—On the cénter—dress! (Al turn
their eyes to the center of the line and come into exact
line.) "

Master of Palace—Front!

Master of Palacc—Sir Knight Chancellor, the order
of the Sovereign Master has been obeyed.

Chancellor—Sovereign Master, the Sir Knights are
displayed by single line, facing the east.

Sovereign Master—Attention, Sir Knights! Return
swords! (Knights return swords to scabbard.)

Sovereign Master—Attention to giving the signs!

Sovereign Master—Entered Apprentice! (Led by the
Sovereign Master, all give due guard and sign.)

Sovereign Master—Fellow Craft! (All make Fellow
Craft due guard, and so on up to the Red Cross dcgree.)

Sovereign Master—Attention, Sir Knights! Draw
swords—carry swords! (Orders are obeyed as given.)

Sovereign Master—It is my will and pleasure that
the lines be formed for inspection and review.

Chancellor—Sir Knight Master of the Palace, it is
the will and pleasure of the Sovereign Master that the
lines be formed for inspection and review. (Master
of the Palace repeats the command and the lines are
formed facing inward, as in diagram, page 128.)

Master of Cavalry—Sir Knight Master of the Palace,
the lines are formed for inspection and review.

Master of Palace—Sir Knight Chancellor, the order
of the Sovereign Master has been obeyed.

Chancellor—Sovereign Master, the lines are formed
for inspection and review.

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Chancellor, acccom-
pany me in the inspection and review. (The Sovereign
Mester and Chancellor approach the lines.)

P it
iR AR S

OPENING CEREMONIES. 135

Master of Palace—Attention, Sir Knights! Present
swords! (In passing through the lines they inspect the
First Division, and in returning, the Secqnd Division.
As they halt before each knight he turns his sword with
thumb and forefinger so as to show both sides of the
blade. When the Sovereign Master and Chancellor have
passed through the lines and resumed their stations, the
Sovereign Master orders:)

Sovereign Master—Carry swords!
swords from “present” to “carry.”)

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Master of the Palace,
advance and communicate to me the Jewish pass.

(They bring

JEWISH PASS.

Master of Palace advances to Sovereign Master,
brings his sword to “recover,” when they give “the
word over an arch of stecl,” as follows: They clash
their swords together and then
give cuts one and four [see page
132] as in regular sword practice,
the blows being parried. Each
then throws forward his left foot
and grasps the other’s right
choulder with his left hand, when
a dialogue takes place.

Master of Palace—JUDAH.
Giviog Jowisn Pase,  Sovereign Master—BENJAMIN.

Master of Palace—BENJAMIN.

Sovereign Master—dJ UDAH.
laces. . .
F Sove)reign Master—Receive it from the Sir Knight
on your left! . _

It)[raster of Palace (to knight on his left) —Sir
Knight, advance and communicate the Jewish pass!
(Given same as explained, when he orders:) Receive
it from the Sir Knight on your left!

(They resume their
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First Sir Knight (to second)—Sir Knight, advance
and communicate the Jewish pass! (Order is obeyed,
and he makes same demand of the next knight, and so
on till it reaches the Chancellor at the end of the line.)

Chancellor—Sovereign Master, I have the Jewish
pass.

Sovereign Master—Advance and communicate i,
(Ozxder is obeyed.)

Sovercign Master—The Jewish
rectly through the lines.

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Chancellor, advance
and communicate to me the Persian pass.

pass has come ecor-

PERSIAN. PASS.
Sword practice as before, except that there are four

regular cuts, fwo, one, four

and two [see page 132] and
the word is “given under an
arch of steel.”

Chancellor—TATNALS®

Sovereign Master—SHETII-
AR-BOZANI.%

Chancellor—SHETHAR-BOZ-
ANT.

Sovereign Master—TATNAL

(They resume their stations.)

Sovereign Master—Receive it on your right. (Order

is carried down the line as with Jewish password. )
Master of Palace—I have the Persian password.

Sovercign Master—Advance and communicate it
(Order is obeyed.)

Note 50.—‘“The name of this person is introduced Into the order of Red
Cross Knights.”’—Morris’ Dict.,, Art. Tatnai.

Note 61.—‘‘The name of this person i3 iIntroduced into th d
Red Cross Knights.’'—Morris’ Dict., Art, Shethar-boza.ni’: ° the order of

Giving Persian Pass.
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Sovereign Master—The Persian password has come
up correctly through the lines. . ‘

pSovereign Masier—Attention, Sir Kplghts of thg

First and Second Division Second Division, communi-

cate to the First Division the Red Cross word—charge!

RED CROSS WORD.

The knights opposite each oth-
er give cuts one, two and four,
then cach draws back his sword
-in a quick, threatening manner,
as if to thrust it into his com-
panion, cach of the Second Di-
vision whispering, VERITAS, and
the First answering, RIGHT.

\ < e
Giving Red Cross Word.

Sovereign Master—Recover! TFirst Div.ision commu-
nicale to the Second Division the grand sign, grip and
word of a Knight of the Red Cross!

RED CROSS GRAND SIGN, GRIP AND WORD.

Knights advance to each other; First Division gives
cut three with swords; then each raises his left hand
and places thumb and forefinger against his lips, i.he
others spread open upward as if holding a horn to give
a blast, and then with a graceful sweep form a semi-
circle around to the left, when hand falls to side. Then
give cuts one, four and two with sword, and throwing
left foot forward interlace the fingers of left hands,
when knights of First Division whisper to Second D.i-
vision, LiBErTAs, and Second replies, The WOI‘d. 18
right. All the way through each knight of the First

Division takes the knight opposite him in the Second
Division.




Red Cross Sign Red Cross Grip

Sovereign  Master—Recover! (S
S / ! words are brought
to recover > and each division steps back a pace.) §

Soverczgr} Master—Sir Knight Prelate, repair with
m% to the lines for the purpose of our devotions

overeign Master—Attention, Sir Knj .

' . , ghts! Return
?}» ordsi (Stovegelgn Master takes his place between the
ines at eas
tho alters end, Sword Bearer at west end, Prelate at

Sovereign Master— Attention Sir Kni

. , nights! To your
dfavotlons! (They kneel on left knee, and each crgsses
hl‘S arms and interlaces his fingers with the knight cn
¥ns right and left, when they repeat the Lord’s Praver
In unison.) !

Sovereign Master—Attention, Sir Knights! Recover!

About—face—to vo __ .
and all are seal%egr,)ur poste—march! (Order is obeyed

Sovereign Master—Sir K’ ight
Knight of the Red Cross? e
Chancellor—That is my profession.

Sovereign Master—By what will :
Chancellor—By the test of truth:.)’Ou be tried?

Sovereign Master—Why by the test of truth?

Chancellor, are you a
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Chancellor—Because none but good men and true are
entitled to the honors of our order.

Sovereign Master—Where were you constituted a
knight of this order?

Chancellor—In a just and lawfully constituted Coun-
cil of Knights of the Red Cross.

Sovereign Master—What number composes such a
Council ?

Chancellor—There is an indispensable number and a
congtitutional number.

Sovereign Master—What is the indispensable num-
ber?

Chancellor—Three.

Sovereign Master—Under what circumstances may
three Knights of the Red Cross form and operate a
Council of this order?

Chancellor—Three Knights of the Red Cross, being
also Knights Templar and hailing from three different
commanderies, may, under the sanction of warrant from
some Grand Council or from the Grand Encampment
of the United States, form and operate a Council
of Knights of the Red Cross, for the dispatch of busi-

ness.
Sovereign Master—What is the constitutional num-

ber?

Chancellor—Seven, nine, eleven, or more.

Soveretgn Master—When composed of eleven, of
whom does it donsist?

Chancellor—The Sovereign Master, Chancellor, Mas-
ter of the Palace, Prelate, Master of Cavalry, Master
of Infantry, Master of Finances, Master of Dispatches.
Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer, and Warder.

Sovereign Master—What is the Warder’s station in
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the Council ?

Chancellor—On the left of the Standard Bearer, in
the west.

_Sovereign Master (to Warder)—What are your du-
ties, Sir Knight Warder?

Warder—To announce the approach and departure
of the Sovereign Master, to post the Sentinal, and to
see that the Council chamber is duly guarded.

Sovereign Master—What is the Sword Bearer’s sta-
tion in the Council ?

Ht’ arder—On the right of the Standard Bearer, in the
west.

Sovereign Master (to Sword Bearer) —What are your
duties, Sir Knight Sword Bearer ?

Sword Bearer—To assist in the protection of the
banners of the order, watch all signals from the Sov-
ereign Master, and see that they are properly obeyed.

Sovereign Master What is the Standard Bearer’s
station in the Council?

Sword Bearer—In the west. :

Sovereign Master (to Standard Bearer)—What are
yotgz; dl:;ie;’ ]Sgir Knig}%t Standard Bearer ?

andard Bearer—To di

the banners of the order. Heplay, proteet and Fupport

Sovereign Master—Why is your station in the west?
. Standard Bearer—That the brilliant ravs of the ric
Ing sun shedding their luster on the banners of ihe
orc?er may encourage and animate all true and courteous
knights and confound and dismay their enemies.

S_overeign Master—What is the Master of Dispatches’
station in the Council? .

Standard Bearer—On the left in fr t of
of the Palace. ont of the Master
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Sovereign Master (to Master of Dispatches)—What
are your dutics, Sir Knight Master of Dispatches?

Master of Dispatches—Faithfully to record the pro-
ceedings of the Council, collect the revenues and pay
them over to the Master of Finances.

Sovercign Master—What is the Master of Finances’
station in the Council ?

Master of Dispalches—On the right, in front of the
Chancellor.

Sovereign Master (to Master of Finances)—What are
your duties, Sir Knight Master of Finances?

Master of Finances—To reccive in charge all the
funds and property of the Council, pay all orders drawn
on the treasury, and render a just and faithful account
of the same when required.

Sovereign Master—What is the Master of Infantry’s
station in the Council?

Master of Finances—On the right of the Sccond Di-
vision when separately formed, and on the left of the
whole when formed in line.

Sovercign Master (to Master of Infantry)—What are
your duties, Sir Knight Master of Infantry?

Master of Infantry—To command the Second Divis-
ion or line of infantry and teach them their duties and
.exercises; prepare candidates, attend them on their
journcy, answer all questions for them, and finally in-
troduce them into the Council chamber.

Sovereign Master—What is the Master of Cavalry’s

station in the Council? '
Master of Infantry—On the right of the First Divis-

ion when separately formed, and on the right of the
whole when formed in line.

Sovereign Master (to Master of Cavalry)—What are
your duties, Sir Knight Master of Cavalry?
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Master of Cavalry—To command the First Division
or line of cavalry and teach them their duty and exer-
cises; to form the lines for the approach and departure
of the Sovereign Master and to prepare them for in-
spection and review.

Sovereign Master—What is the Prelate’s station in
the Council ?

Maoster of Cavalry—On the right of the Chancellor.

Sovereign Master (to Prelate)—What are your dutics,
Sir Knight Prelate?

Prelate—To preside in the Royal Arch Council, to
minister at the altar and offer up prayer and oblations
to Deity.

Sovereign Master—What is the Master of the Pal-
ace’s station in the Council?

Prelate—On the left of the Sovereign Master.

Soveretgn Master (to Master of Palace)—What are
your duties, Sir Knight Master of the Palace?

Master of Palace—To see that the proper officers
make all due preparation for the various meetings of
the Council, and that the Council chamber is in suit-
able array for the introduction of candidates and the
dispatch of business, and to receive and communicate

all orders of the Sovereign Master issued to the officers

of the lines.
Sovereign Master—What is the Chancellor’s station
in the Council ?

Master of Palace—On the right of the Sovereign
Master.

Sovereign Master (to Chancellor)—What are your
duties, Sir Knight Chancellor?

Chancellor—To receive and communicate all orders,
signals and petitions, to assist the Sovereign Master in
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his various duties, and in his absence to preside in the
Council.

Sovereign Master—What is the Sovereign Master’s
station in the Council?

Chancellor—In the east.
Sovereign Master—What are his duties?

Chancellor—To preside over and govern his Council ;
to confer the order of knighthood on those whom his
Council may approvc; to preserve inviolate the laws
and constitutions of the order; to dispense justice, re-
ward merit, encourage truth and diffuse the sublime
principles of universal benevolence.

Sovercign Master—Sir Knight Chancellor, it is my
will and pleasure that a Council of Knights of the Red
Cross®? be now opened for the dispatch of such busincss
as may regularly come before it; requiring all Sir
Knights present to govern themselves according to the
sublime principles of our order. Communicate this or-
der to the Master nf the Palace, and he to the Sir
Knights.

Chancellor—Sir Knight Master of the Palace, it is
the will and pleasure of the Sovereign Master that a
Council of Knights of the Red Cross be now opened
for the dispatch of such business as may regularly come
before it; requiring all Sir Knights present to govern
themselves ‘accordlng to the sublime principles of our
order. Cummunicate this order to the Sir Knights.

Master of Palace—It is the will and pleasure of
the Sovereign Master that a Council of Knights of the
Red Cross be now opened for the dispatch of such busi-

Note 52.~‘‘They afterward assumed their present name from the Red

Cross bornc in their banners.’’—Mackey’s Lexicon, Art. Knight of the
Red Cross,

U
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ness as may regularly come before it; take notice and
govern yourselves according to the sublime principles
of the order.

Sovereign Master (eight raps, 000-000-00)—I now
declare this Council of Knights of the Red Cross open
in form. Sir Knight Warder, inform the Sentinel.
(Sentinel is informed same as in previous degrees.)

4
!

CHAPTER XV.

RKNicHTS OF TUE Rep Cross, or ELEVENTH DEGREE.
INITIATION.

Master of Infantry (with candidate at door, eight
raps.

};V cz'rder-—Most Excellent Prelate, there is an alarm.

Prelate—Attend to the alarm. (Warder goes to
preparation-room door.)

Warder (eight raps on door)—Who comes here?
(Opens the door a little.)

Master of Infaniry—A Companion Royal Arch Ma-
son, who, having taken all the necessary preceding de-
grees, now solicits the honor of being received and
constituted a Knight of the Illustrious Order of the
Red Cross.

Warder—I1s it of your own free will and accord?

Candidate—It is.

Warder—Is he worthy and well qualified?

Master of Infantry—He is.

Warder—Has he made suitable proficiency in the
preceding degrees?

Master of Infantry—He has.

Warder—By what further right or benefit does he
expect to gain admission?

Master of Infantry—By the benefit of the Royal
Arch Word.

Warder—Has he that word ?

Master of Infantry—He has, and with your assistance

will give it. [The candidate, Warder and Master of
Infantry give it.]
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This must only be given by a group of three. Each
with his right hand grasps the right wrist of the com-
panion on the left, and with his left hand the left wrist
of his companion on his right, throwing forward his
right foot, hollow in front, his toc touching the heel of
his companion on the right. This is called three times
three, as therc are three right hands, three left hands
and three feet forming three triangles. They then re-

peat the verse given on page 500 of Freemasonry Illus-
trated.

They then balance three times three, with a short
pause between each
three, when they raise
their right hands over
their heads, as shown in
cut, and the Grand Om-
nific Royal Arch word
is given in low breath
in syllables, as follows:
The first one says Jah,
second one buh, third
one lun; then the sec-
ond one says Jah, third
one buh, and first one
lun; then the third one
says Jah, first one buh,
second one lun.

The word Je-ho-vah

A VI == is treated in the samg

i =3 way, and the wor

G-0-d is given in the
e Gran . same way but letter by

Grompet Thm'v?gé.g‘}m 1 Ol letter, thus each of the
three being repeated

three times, varying each time as explained. In some

Chapters only the word Je-ho-vah is given in this way,

and in others the word Jah-Bel-On was formerly used.
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Warder (after Royal Arch®® Word is given)—Let him
wait with patience until the Most Excellent Prelate 1s
informed of his request and his answer returned.

Warder (in front of Prelate, eight raps on floor.)

Prelate~-Who comes here?

[Answer and next five questions same as at the
door. ]

Prelate—Xet him be admitted.

Warder (having returned to the door and opened it
without knocking)—Companion, it is the order of the
Most Excellent Prelate that you be admitted. (Master
of Infantry conducts him to the center of the Council.)

Prelate (to candidate)—Companion, the Coun<il yov
here see assembled represents the Grand Council con-
vened at Jerusalem in the first year of Darius, King of
Persia, tp deliberate upon their unhappy situation
during the reign of Artaxerxes and Ahasuerus and
devise some means whereby they might obtain the favor
of their new sovereign and gain his consent to proceed
in rebuilding their city and Temple. If you are desir-
ous of joining in our deliberations it is necessary that
you assume the name and character of Zerubbabel,®* a
prince of the house of Judah whose hands laid the
foundation of the second Temple and whose hands the
Lord had promised should finish it.

Candidate (bows assent.)

Prelate—You will attend to a lesson from the records

Note 53.—‘“This degree iz intimately associated with the Royal Arch,
and cannot be conferred upon any brother who has not been exalted to
that sublime degree.

‘It is founded upon incidents which occurred during the reign of
Darfus, King of Persia; illustrates the difficulties and interruptions en-
countered by the Jews in rebuiflding the house of the Lord at Jerusalem,
and rehearses many interesting events that occurred during the sojourn
g: Priance Zerubbabel at the court of Persia.’’—S8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4,

ge 3.

Note 54.—‘‘The candldate represents Zeru“babel, the presidin
King Darfus.’’—Morris’ Dict.,, Art. Red Cross Xnight, e pre g officer
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of our fathers. [All sit in a semi-circle, with uncov-
ered heads, right elbow on right knee and head on
hand while the Prelate reads.]

SCRIPTURE LESSON.5®

“Now in the second year of their coming unto the
housc of God at Jerusalem, in the second month began
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son
of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the
priests and the Levites, and all they that were come
out of the captivity into Jerusalem; and appointed the
Levites, from twenty yecars old and upward, to set for-
ward the work of the house of the Lord. Then stood
Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and
his sons, the sons of Judah, together to set forward the
workmen in the house of God; the sons of Henadad,
with their sons, and their brethren the Levites. And
when the builders laid the foundation of the Temple of
the Lord, they sct the priests in their apparel with
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with
cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of
David, King of Isracl. And they sang together by
course, in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord,
because he is good, for his mercy endureth forever
toward " Israel. And all the people shouted with a
great shout when they praised the Lord, because the
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. )

“When the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard
that the children of the captivity builded the Temple

Note 55.—‘‘Reception. The following passages of Scripture are appro-
priate to this order, and are rehearsed by the Prelate as the representa-
tive of Jeshua, who presided at the Grand Council, assembled at Jeru-
salem, in the first year of the reign of Darius, King of Persia, to de-
liberate on the unhappy situation of the Jews, and to devise means
whereby they might obtain the favor and assistance of their new sov-
ercign in rebuilding their city and Temple.'—8imons’ Book of the Com-
mandery, page 6.
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unto the Lord God of Israel, then they came to Zerub-
babel and the chief of the fathers and said unto them,
Let us build with you, for we seek your God as ye do,
and we do sacrifice unto him, since the days of Esar-
Haddon, King of Assur, which brought us up hither.
But Zerubbabel and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief
of the fathers of Isracl, said unto them, Ye have noth-
ing to do with us to build an house unto our God, but
we ourselves together will build unto the Lord God of
Isracl, as King Cyrus, the King of Persia, hath com-
mancded us. Then the people of the land weakened the
hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in
building, and hired counsellors against them to frus-
trate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus, King of Per-
sia, even until the reign of Darius, King of Persia.
And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his
reign, wrote they unto him an accusation against the
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. And in the days
of Artaxerxes, wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and
the rest of their companions, unto Artaxerxes, King of
Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in
the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian
tongue. Rehum the chancellor, and Shimshai the
scribe, wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes
the king, in this sort. This is the copy of the letter
that they sent unto him, even unto Artaxerxes, the
King: Thy servants, the men on this side the river,
and at such a time. Be it known unto the king that
the Jews, which came up from thee to us, are come
unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious and the bad
city, and have set up the walls thereof, and joined the
foundations. Be it known now unto the king, thai if
this city be builded, and the walls set up again, then
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will they not pay toll, tribute and custom, and so thou
shalt endamage the revenue of the kings. Now be-
cause we have maintenance from the king’s palace, and
it was not meet for us to see the king’s dishonor, there-
fore have we sent and certified the king, that search
may be made in the book of records of thy fathers;
so shalt thou find in the book of the record, and know
that this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings
and provinces, and that they have moved sedition with-
in the same of old time, for which cause was this city

destroyed. We certify the king, that if this city be
builded again, and the walls thereof set up, by this
means thou shalt have no portion on this side the river.
Then sent the king an answer unto Rehum the chan-
cellor, and to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of
their companions that dwell in Samaria, and unto the
rest beyond the river, Peace, and at such a time. The
letter which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read be-
fore me and I commanded that search hath been made,
and it is found that this city of old time hath made
insurrection against kings, and that rebellion and sedi-
tion have been made therein. There have been mighiy
kings also over Jerusalem, which have ruled over all
countries beyond the river, and toll, tribute and custom
was paid unto them. Give ye now commandment to
cause these men to cease, and that this city be not
builded until another commandment shall be given
from me. Take heed now that ye fail not to do this.
Why should damage grow to the hurt of the kings?
Now when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was
read before Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their
companions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto
the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power.
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Then ceased the work of the house of God, which is at
Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the
reign of Darius, King of Persia.—Ezra 4.”—Simons’
Book of the Commandery, page 6.

[Master of Infantry aud candidate arise.]

Master of Infantry —Most Excellent Prelate, our
Sovereign Lord Darius®® having ascended the throne of
Persia, new hopes are entertaincd of his protection and
support in the grand and glorious work of rebuilding

our city and Temple, for the King when but a private
man made a vow®” to God that should he ever ascend
the throne of Persia he would order all the holy vessels
now at Babylon back to Jerusalem; and now our most
excellent and worthy companion, Zerubbabel®®, offers
his valuable services in the hazardous enterprise of
traversing the Persian dominions and seeking admis-
sion to the King; when the first favorable moment
will be seized to remind him of his vow and request a
fulfillment of the same; and from his known piety no
doubts can be entertained of ebtaining his consent,
which will remove our enemies far hence and we be no

Note 56.—‘‘Darius, the king,, having ascended the throne of Persia.
the children of the captivity were luspired with new hopes of protection
and support In completing their noble and glorious uandertaking, which
had been so often and so long impeded by their adversaries on the other
side of the river.’’—B8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 11,

Note 57.—‘‘Darius, whilst he was yet a private man, made a vow to
God that if he ever came to the throne he would restore all the holy
vessels that were at Babylon, and send them back again to Jerusalem.”
—Bickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 11

Note b58.—‘‘Zerubbabel, one of the most excellent and -faithful rulers
of the Jews, haviug been formerly distinguished by the favorable’ notice
and frlendshlg of the king, whilst in private life, offered himself to en-
counter the hazardous enteiprise of traversing tbe Perslan dominlons.
and secking admission to the royal preseuce% in order that he migbt
seize the first favorable moment to remind the king of the vow which
he had made and to impress upon his mind the almighty force and im-
portance of Truth. From the known plety of the king no doubt was ep-
tertained of obtalning his consent, that their enemies might be removed
far from thence, and that they might be no longer impeded In the glo-
zlous umieirtaklng in which they were engaged.'’—S8ickels’ Monitor, Part
, page 1l.
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‘onger hindered or impeded in our grand and glorious
work.

Prelate—Zerubbabel, the Council®® with great joy
accepts your noble and generous offer and will immedi-
ately invest you with the necessary passwords which
will enable you to make yourself known to the friends
of our cause wherever you may mcet them, and cnsuie
to you their friendship and protection; but before en-
tering upon an undertaking of such vast importance 1t
is necessary that you take upon yourself a solemn obli-
gation to Le faithful to the trust reposed in you. I arm
you with this sword (hands him a sword) to enable you
to defend yourself against your enemies. Advance and
kneel at the altar on your left knee, your right hand
grasping the hilt of your sword, your left hand resting
on the Holy Bible, square and compass and cross
swords.

RED CROSS OBLIGATION.

1, ————— of my own free will and accord, in the
presence of the Sovereign Architect of the Universe
and this Council of Knights of the Red Cross, do here-
by and hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise
and vow that I will nof communicate any of the se-
crets appertaining to the order of the Knights of the
Red Cross, to any person or persons whatsoever, except
it be to a true and lawful Sir Knight of the order ‘or
within the body of a just and lawfully constituted
Couneil of Knights of the Red Cross, nor unto him or
them uutil by strict trial, due examination or lawful

Note 58 .-—~‘‘The Couneil of rulers accepted, wlth great joy, this noble
sacrifice on the part cf Zerubbabel, and invested him with the necessary
passports airn commendations- to enable him to pass through their own do-
minjons ln refes. -—Sickels’ Mcnitor, Part 4, page 12,

INITIATION. 153

information, T shall have found him or them as law-
fully entitled to them as I am myself.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will stand to
and 1bide by all the laws, rules and regulations of a
Council of Knights of the Red Cross so far as they
shall come to my knowledge.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will vindicate
the character of a worthy Sir Knight of the Red Cross
when traduced, and will defend him on all lawful
occasions.

1 furthermore promise and vow that I will not be
present at the opening of a Council of Knights of the
Red Cross except there shall be present at least seven
regular Sir Knights of the order, myself included, or
the representatives of three different Councils, working
under legal warrants.

1 furthermore promise and vow that I will not be
present at the conferring of this order upon any one
unless he shall have regularly received all the preced-
ing degrees, to the best of my knowledge and belief.

All this I promise and vow, binding myself under no
less penalty than that of having my house torn down,
the timbers thereof set up and I hung thereon, and
when the last trump shall sound I be forever excluded
from the society of all true and courteous knights,
should I ever willfully or knowingly violate any part
of this solemn obligation of Knights of the Red Cross;
0 help me God and keep me steadfast to keep and
perferm the same.

[Candidate is directed to kiss the book before him
and then to arise.]

Prelate (to candidate)—1I now present you with this
sash as a mark of our friendship and esteem. (Candi-
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date takes it.) You will wear it as a constant memorial
to stimulaie you to the practice of every virtue. Its
color is green and it is to remind you that the memory
of him who falls in a just and righteous cause shall
forever flourish like the Green Bay tree.

Prelate—Sir Knight, our Master of Infantry will
now invest you with the Jewish pass, which will enable
you to make yourself known to the friends of our
cause wherever you may meet them and ensure you
their friendship and protection. Farewell, companion,
and may success attend you. (The Jewish pass is given
as explained, page 135.)

Master cof Infaniry (to candidate)—Follow me.
(They now pass through the several apartments of the
Council.)

Master of Infantry (eight raps at first door.)

First Guard—Who comes here ?

Master of Infantry . A friend.

First Guard—Advance and give me the pass. (They
give the Jewish pass, and pass to the second apartment
where the same is done, when they pass to the third
door.)

Master of Infantry (to candidate)—We have now
arrived at the confines of the Jewish dominions; fur-
ther T cannot conduct you. (A small arched frame in
imitation of a bridge lies before the next door, which
is open.)

Master of Infantry (continuing)—This bridge
which separates us from DPersian territory, you must
pass alone. Farewell! God speed.you on your jour-
ney! (He passes over the bridge and gives the usual
eight raps.)

Master of Cavalry—Who comes here?

Candidate—A friend.

{NITIATION. 155

Master of Covalry—Advance and give me the pass.

Candidate (advancing, gives three cuts with lhis
sword. Guard throws up his sword, when candidate
whispers) Jupan! (Guard seems not to understand
him.)

Candidate (louder)—Jupan!

Master of Cavalry—What? _

Candidate (very loud)—Jupan!

Third Guard—An enemy! A spy! Guards, seize
him, disarm him and handcuff him! (Guards seize
him, strip him of his sword and green sash, put on a
rough outer garment, handcuffs and fetters, each beirg
chains about eightcen inches long, with triangular
links, with rings at ends and are fastened on with
bolts.)

Master of Infantry (having come up)—Why use me
thus? Why treat me so? I am no encmy; I am a
prince®® of the house of Judah, and demand an audi-
ence with your sovereign.

Master of Cavalry (captain of Persian guards)—A
prince of the house of Judah! You can only obtain
an audience with his majesty in the garb of a slave and
captive.®* Do you submit fo this?

Candidate (prompted)—I1 do.

[Candidate and Master of Infantry with Master of
Cavalry and guards go to the center of the Council
again, the candi@ate having sackcloth over his head.]

Master of Cavalry (eight raps on floor.)

Warder—Sovereign Master, there is an alarm.

Note 60.—''Having passed the barrlers and entered the Persian domin-
B s it et Mdimeouyaged by this misfortme, be declared bim-

self a prince of the housc of Judab. and demanded an audience of the
sovereign.''—S8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 12.

Note 61.—*“He was told that he could only appear in the presence of
the sovereign as a captive and slave; to which he consented, being im-
Eressed with a belief, that if by any means he could gain access to the

ing, he sbould succeed in the object of his journey."’—S8ickels’ Monitor,
Part 4. oace 12

S
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Sovereign Master—Attend to the alarm.

Warder (drawing aside the curtains)—Who comes
here ?

Master of Cavalry—A detachment of his majesty’s
guards who have made prisoncr of onc who claims to
be a prince of the house of Judah.

Warder—Who is he?

Master of Infantry—The first among his equals, a
Mason by rank but a slave and captive by misfortune.

Warder—Where is he from?

Master of Infantry—Jcrusalem.

Warder—What is his name?

Master of Infantry—Zerubbabel.

Warder—What docs he desire?

Master of Infantry—An audience with your sover-
eign, if possible.

Warder—You will wait till the pleasure of the Sov-
ercign Master is known. [Same dialogue between War-
der and Sovereign Master.]

Sovereign Master (to warder)—Having ascertained
that he is unarmed, you may let him enter.

Warder—Is he armed with any hostile weapon?

Master of Cavalry—He is not.

Warder—He has our Sovereign’s permission to enter
the council chamber. (The next veil is pulled aside
and candidate enters.) ,

Sovereign Master—This is no enemy. This is Zerub-
babel,® the friend and companion of my youth. Zerub-
babel, having gained admittance to our presence, we
demand of you that you make known to us the partic-

KNIGIITS OF TIIE RED CROSS.

Note 62.—*‘Zerubbabel, having thns galned admlission to the royal
presence, was recognized by the king as the friend and companion of his
youth, and was Interrogated as to his motlves In attempting to pass the
barriers of his dominlons.’'—8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 12,
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ular motive that induced you, without our permission
and by force and arms, to invade the lines of our
dominions?

Master of Infantry (for candidate)—Sovereign Mas-
ter, the tears and entreaties®® of my companions at
Jerusalem who have so long and so often been impeded
by their adversaries on the other side of the river, they
having been compelled to cease work by forece and
power, have caused me to come up to crave your maj-
esty’s clemency, hoping you will restore me to your
royal favor and grant me employment among the serv-
ants of your houschold.

Sovereign Master—I have often reflected with much
pleasure on our carly intimacy and friendship, and have
heard with great satisfaction of your fame as a wise
and accomplished Mason;** and having mysclf a pio-
found veneration for that ancient and honorable insti-
tution, and having a sinccre desire to become a mem-
ber of the same, I will this moment grant your request
on condition that you reveal to me the seerets of Iree-
masonry.

Master of Infaniry (for candidate)—Sovereign Mas-

Note 63.—‘‘Zerubbabel replied, that he was indnced S
of the king by the tears and complaints of his bretbrentoal?((l}egontll:)i'xggﬁs
In Jerusalem, who were impeded. by their adversarics on the other siee
of the river, in the nobie and glorions undertaking of rebuilding the
house of the Lord, in which they bad been permitted to enguge by thv;r
late sovereign master, Oyrus, the king; that this greuat work bavhfg been
made to cease by force and power, he had come to implore the sovereiguy
that be might be restored to bis confidence, and admitted. amongst th:
servants of his household.””—B8ickels’ Mcnitor, Part 4, page 13. ¢

Note 64.—‘‘The King answered, that he had often re Fitt
peculiar pleasure, upon their former intimaecy; that henhadﬂ;%taer?j :;:l:
great satisfaction of his fame as a wise and accomplished ruler hmonz
the architects of his country; that having a profound veneration for an
institution which was reputed to practice mysteries which were caleu-
lated to promote the glory of the nation and the happiness of the péo-
ple, he would instantly restore bim to favor, upon condition that he
would reveal those mysterfes which so eminently distingnisbed the archi-

tects of the Jews from those of all oth i 8 , s
Part 4, pago 13, otber nations. Sickels’ Monitor,
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ter, when our first most ancient Grand Master, Solo-
mon, King of Israel, instituted the fraternity of Free
and Accepted Masons, he taught us that Truth®® was a
divinec attribute and the foundation of all virtue; tobe
good and true are the first lessons we are taught in
Masonry. My obligations arc sacred and inviolakle,
and if I can obtain your majesty’s clemency only at the
expense of my integrity, I humbly beg leave to decline
your royal favor. I will cheerfully submit to an hon-
orable cxile or a glorious death.

Sovereign Master—Your virtue® and integrity are
highly commendable and your fidelity to your trust is
worthy of imilation. From this moment you are free.
My guards will divest you of those chains and that
badge of slavery and will clothe you with suitable
habiliments to accompany me to a banqueét.®”

Sovereign Master (continuing)—Guards, strike off
those chains, and may that garb of slavery never again
disgrace the hands of a Mason, more particularly a
prince of the house of Judah. (Order is obeyed.) Ze-
rubbabel, we assign you a seat of rank and honor among

KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS.

Note 65.—‘‘Zerubbabel replied that thelr institution inculeated the
doctrine that Truth is a divine attribute. and the foundation of every
virtue; that to be good men and true was the first lesson they were
taugbt; that his engugements were inviotable: that if he could obtain
the royal favor only by the sacrifice of his Integrity, he sbould humbly
beg leave to renounce the protection of the sovereign, and cheerfuily sub-
mit to an honorable exile or a glorious deatb.’—Sickels’ Monitor, Part
4, page 14.

Note 66.—’''The King, struck with admiration at the firmness and
discretlon of Zerubhabel, declared tbat his virtue and integrity were
truly commendable; that his fidelity to his engagements were worthy
of imitation, and from tbat moment he was restored to his confidence.” —
Bickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 14.

Note 67,—*‘‘Darius., in the first year of his reign, gave a splendid and
magnificent entertalnment to the princes and nobllity; and after they
had retired. finding bimseif unable to sleep, he fell into discourse with
his three favorite officers, to whom he proposed certain questions, telling
them, at the same time, that he who should give him the most reason-
able and satisfactory answer should be clothed In purple, drink from a
golden cup, wear a silken tiara, and a golden chain about his neck.''—

ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 14,
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the princes and nobles of the land. [They retire to a
room where refreshments are served; the Sovereign
Master and other officers with candidate passing
through the lines, when the Sir Knights follow. After
eating ten or fiftcen minutes all but the officers and
candidate, who are scated in the place of honor at or
near head; of table, retire from the room.]

Sovereign Master (at banquet hall) —It was the cus-
tom in ancient times at banquets like this among the
princes and nobles of the land, for the king to proposc
certain questions®® and he that could give the most
satisfactory answer should be clothed in purple and
fine linen, should wear a golden chain around his neck
and drink out of a golden cup. There has a question
occurred to me this evening. Which is the greatest,
the strength of wine, of the king, or of women ?%

Chancellor (rising)—Sovereign Master, I think wine
is the strongest.

Master of Palace (rising)—Sovereign Master, I
think the king is the strongest.

Master of Infantry (for candidate, as Zerubbabel)—
Sovereign Master. I think women™ are the strongest;
but above all things, Truth beareth the vietory.

Sovereign Master-—Zerubbabel, you have made a very
important addition™ which deserves consideration. Sir

INITIATION,

Note 68.—‘‘He then proposed this question: Which is greatest, the
strength of wine, of the king, or of women?''—Sickels' Monitor, Part &,
page 15, }

Note 69.—“'The discussion from 1 Esdras, {ii. and iv., in which tbe
respective powers of wine, women and tbhe king are estimsdted, Is intro-
duced into the Red Cross with dramatic effect.”—Morris’ Dict., Art. Red
Cross Knight,

Note 70.—“'1‘0' this the first answered, Wine Is the strongest; the
%gctznd. that the I\intg was st{;)ugost: and tlie third (who was Zerubbabel),
at women were stronger, but above all things, Truth beareth th -
tory.’—Sickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 15, E the vle

Note 71.—'‘The King. being forcibly struck with the addition Zerub-
babel had made to bis question, ordered that the princes and nobles should
assemble on the following day, to hear tbe subject discussed.'’'—Sickels’
Monitor, Part 4, page 15,
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Knights, you will now return to the council chamber,
where you will be called upon to substantiate with
arguments the opinions you have advanced. Let the
banquet be broken up! [The trumpet sounds, the lines
are formed as before and the Sovereign Master and
officers, with candidate, passing through them, resume
their stations.]

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Chancellor, you will
state your reasons™ for your opinion that wine is the
strongest.

“IHE STRENGTH OF WINE.

“O ye princes and rulers, how exceeding strong is
wine! it causeth all men to err that drink it; it maketh
the mind of the king and the beggar to be all one; of
the bondmen and the freemen; of the poor man and of
the rich; it turneth also every thought into jollity and
mirth, so that a man remembereth necither sorrow nor
debt; it changeth and elevateth the spirits, and enliv-
eneth the heavy hearts of the miserable. It maketh a
man forget his brethren, and.draw his sword against
his best friends. O ye princes and rulers, is not wine
the strongest, that forceth us to ‘do these things?”—
Stmons’ Book of the Commandery, page 15.

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Master of the Palace,
you will now state your reason for your opinion that the
power of kings is the greatest.

b}

“IHE POWER OF THE KING.
“It is beyond dispute, O princes and rulers, that God
has made man master of all things under the sun; to
command them, to make use of them, and apply them

Note 72 ~‘‘On the following day the King assembled together the
i)rinces and nobility., to hear the questions dehated. The first began as
ollows, upon the strength of wine.'’'—8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 15.
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to his service as he pleases; but whereas men have only
dominion over other sublunary creatures, kings have
an authority even over men themselves, and a right of
ruling them by will and pleasure. Now he that is mas-
ter of those who are masters of all things clse hath no
earthly thing above him.”—Simons’ Book of the Com-
mandery, page 16.

Sovereign Master—Zerubbabel”® we will now hcar
the reasons for your opinion and the important addi-
tion you have made.

“THE POWER OF WOMEN AND TRUTH.

“0 princes and rulers, the force of wine is not to he
denied; neither is that of kings, that unites so many
men in one common bond of allegiance; but the su-
premacy of woman is yet above all this; for kings are
but the gifts of women, and they are also the mothers
of those that cultivate our vineyards. Women have
the power to make us abandon our very country and
relations, and many times to forget the best friends we
have in the world, and, forsaking all other comforts, to
live and die with them. But when all is said, neither
they, nor wine, nor kings, are comparable to the al-
mighty force of TRuTH. As for all other things, they
are mortal and transient, but Truth alone is unchange-
able and everlasting; the benefits we receive from it
are subject to no variations or vicissitudes of time and
fortune. In her judgment is no unrighteousness, and
she is the strength, wisdom, power and majesty of all
ages. Blessed be the God of Truth.”—=Simons’ Book
of the Commandery, page 16.

Note 73.—*'The Incidents of Zerubbabel’s life are also referred to in
several other degrees, such as Knight of the Red Cross, Knight of the
Eust and Prince of Jerusalem.'’—Mackey’'s Lexicon. Art, Zerubbabel.
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All—Great is Truth,” and mighty above all things.

Sovereign Master—Zerubbabel, “ask what thou wilt
and I will give it thee, because thou art found wisest
among thy companions.”—Simons’ Book of the Com-
mandery, page 17.

Master of Infantry (for candidate, as Zerubbabel)—
“0 king, remember thy vow, which thou hast vowed, to
build Jerusalem in the day when thou shouldest come
to thy kingdom, and to restore the holy vessels which
were taken away out of Jerusalem. Thou hast also
vowed to build up the Temple, which was burned when
Judah was made desolate by the Chaldces. And now,
O king, this is that I desire of thee, that thou make
good the vow, the performance whercof, with thine own
mouth, thou hast vowed to the King of hcaven.”—
Simons’ Book of the Commandery, page 17.

Sovereign Master—It shall be done. I will punctu-
ally fulfill my vow. Letters and passports™ shall im-
mediately be issued to my officers throughout the land,
and they shall give you and those that accompany you
a safe conveyance to Jerusalem, where you shall no
longer be hindered or impeded in rebuilding your city
and Temple until the same shall be completed.

Sovereign Master (hands him a green sash and con-
tinues)—This green sash which you were deprived of
by my guards, I now with much pleasure restore to you,

Note 74.—‘‘When Zerubbabel had finished speaking, the princes and
rulers cried out: ‘Great is Truth, and mighty above all things.’ '’—8ick-
els’ Monitor, Part 4, page 17.

Note 76.—‘‘Then Darlus, the King, stood. up and embraced him, and
gave him passports and letters to his governors and officers, that they
should safely convey both him. and those that should go with him, to
Jerusalem; and that they should not be delaycd or hindered from build-
Ing the city and the Temple until they should be finlshed. lle also re-
stored all the holy vessels remaining in his possession. that had been tak-
en from Jerusalem, when the children of Israel were earried away captive
to Babylon, and reserved by Cyrus.''—=8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 18.
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and I will make it the insignia™ of a new order calcu-
lated to perpetuate the remembrance of the events
which have caused the renewal of our friendship. Its
color will remind you that Truth is a divine attribute
and shall prevail and forever flourish in immortal
green.”?

Sovereign Master—I will now confer on you the
highest honor in our power at this time to bestow, and
will create you the first knight of an order instituled
for the purpose of inculcating the almighty force and
importance of Truth. You will now kneel. (Candi-
date kneels.)

Sovereign Master (continuing)—By virtue of the
high power and authority in me vested as the successor
of Darius, Xing of Persia, I receive and constitute yon
a Knight of the Red Cross. Arise, Sir Xnight --——,
and receive a hearty welcome among us.

Sovereign Master (hands him a sword and contin-
nes)—This sword which you were deprived of by my
guards I now with much pleasure restore to you. In
the hands of a true and courteous knight it is endowed
with three most excellent qualities: Its hilt with faith,
its blade with hope, and its point with charity, and it
teaches us that when we draw our swords in a just and

Note 76.—*‘The green sash 1s restored, and adopted as the insignia ot
the order, designed to perpetuate the remembrance of the eveut which
caused the renewal of long-separated, but pure friendship. Its color is in-
tended to remind us that Truth is a divine attribute, and shall prevall.
and which must forever flourish in immortal green.”’—Sickels’ Monitor,
Part 4, page 18, ’

Note 77.—‘‘The drapery of the throne Is green; a green banner iy sus-
pended above the throne; on it are three triangles joined, “with a red
cross in the center of ecach; underneath are arranged the emblems of
the order.

““The Knights wear a green sash, trimmed with red, from which is
suspended a sivord and trowel, cresswise.

“The symbolic color of the order is green.

“The motto of the order is: ‘Magna est veritas, et prevalebit’'—-Great
i{s Truth, and will prevail.”’—Sickels’ Mcnitor. Part 4, vaece b.
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right cause, having faith in God, we may reasonably
hope for victory, ever remembering to extend the point
of charity to a fallen foe. Take it, return it to its
scabbard and there let it remain until consumed by
rust ere you draw it in the cause of injustice and
oppression.

[Sovereign Master now gives and explains the Per-
sian pass as on page 136, invests him with the Red
Cross word, Veritas, as on page 137, then with the
grand sign, grip and word, as on page 137.]

Sovereign Master—The grand sign alludes to the
blowing of the trumpet upon the walls and watch-
towers of the Council, but more particularly to that
parl of the penalty of your obligation: “When the last
trump shall sound, I be forever excluded from the
sociely of all true and courteous knights.”

Soveretgn Master (continuing)—The motto of our
order is, Magna est veritas, et prevalebit, which sig-
nifies Truth is mighty and it will prevail.
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CHAPTER XVIL

K~iguTrs oF THE RED Cross, oR ELEVENTII DEGREE.
LECTURE, OR EXAMINATION.

Sovereign Master—Are you a Knight of the Red
Cross?

Candidate—That is my profession.

Sovercign Master—By what will you be tried?

Candidate—By the test of Truth.

Sovereign Master-——Why by the test of Truth?

Candidate—DBecause none but good men and true are
entitled to the honors of our order.

Soverciyn Master—Where were you constituted a
knight of this order?

Candidate—In a just and lawfully constituted Coun-
cil of Knights of the Red Cross.

Sovereign Master—What number composes such a
Council ?

Candidate—There is an indispecnsable number aud
a constitutional number.

LQovereign Master—What is the indispensable num-
ber?

Candidate—Three.

Sovercign Masler—Under what circumstances may
three Knights of the Red Cross form and operate a
Council of this order?

Candidate—Three Knights of the Red Cross, being
also Knfghts Templar and hailing from three different
commanderies, may, under the sanction of a warrant
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from some Grand Commandery or from the Grand En-
campment of the United States, form and operate a
Council of Knights of the Red Cross for the dispatch
of business.

Sovereign Master—What is the constitutional num-
ber?

Candidate—Seven, nine, eleven, or more.

Sovereign Master—When composed of eleven, of
whom does it consist?

Candidale—The Sovereign Master, Chancellor, Mas-
ter of the Palace, Prelate, Master of Cavalry, Master
of Infantry, Master of I'inance, Master of Dispatches,
Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer, and Warder.

Sovereign 3 aster—What were the circumstances at-
tending your reeeption into this illustrious order ?

Candidate—I1 was conducted to the door of the Coun-

cil, where a regular demand was made by eight dis-
tinct knocks.

Sovereign Master—What was said to you from
within?

Cundidate—Who comes here?

Sovereign Master—Your answer ?

Candidale—A companion Royal Arch Mason, who,
having taken all the neccssary preceding degreces, now
solicits the honor of being reccived and constituted a
Knight of the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross.

Sovereign Master—What were you then asked ?

Candidatc—If it was of my own frec will and at-
cord; if I was worthy and well qualified; if I had
made suilable proficiency in the preceding degrees; all
of which being answered in the affirmative, I was
asked by what further right or benefit 1 expected to
gain admission.

Sovereign Master—Your answer?

b o i "
PSR ILaRE R

Rl R

s
.
e
o
b @
i
7y

LECTURE. 167

Candidate—By the Royal Arch Word.

Sovereign Master—Have you the Royal Arch Word?

Candidate—] have, and with your assistance will
give it. (Candidate, with Sovereign Master and a
third person, give the Royal Arch Word, as explained
page 146.)

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—]1 was directed to wait with patience
until the Most Excellent Prelate was informed of my
request and his answer returned.

Sovereign Master—What was his answer?

Candidate—Let him be admitted.

Sovereign Master—What were you then informed ?

Candidate—That the Council there assembled repre-
sented the Grand Council convened at Jerusalem in
the first year of Darius, King of Persia, to dcliberate
upon theit unhappy situation during the reign of
Artaxerxes and Ahasuerus and to devise some mecans
whereby they might obtain the favor of their new
sovercign and gain his consent to proceed in rcbuilding
their city and Temple.

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The Most Iixcellent Prelate then in-
formed me that if I was desirous of joining in their
deliberations it was necessary that T should assume
the name and character of Zerubbabel, a prince of the
house of Judah, whose hands laid the foundation of
the second Temple and whose hands, the Lord had
promised, should finish it.

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The Most Excellent Prelate then read a
lesson from the fathers, stating the impediments with
which they were troubled by their adversaries on the
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other side of the river and the grievous accusations
which were brought against them before the king.

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—My conductor then addressed the most
Excellent Prelate thus: Most Ixcellent Prelate, our
Sovereign Lord, Darius, having ascended the throne of
Persia, new hopes are entertained of his protection and
suppqrt in the grand and glorious work of rebuilding
our city and Temple; for the King, when but a privat:
man, made a vow to God that should he ever ascend
the throne of Persia he would order all the holy vessels
now at Babylon back to Jerusalem; and now our most
excellent and worthy companion Zerubbabel offers his
Yaluable services in the hazardous enterprise of travers-
ing thfa Persian dominions and seeking admission to
thf: King, when the first favorable moment will be
scized to remind him of his vow and request a fulfill-
ment of the same; and from his known piety no doubts
can be entertained of obtaining his consent, which will
Temove our cnemies far hence and we be no longer
hindered or impeded in our grand and glorious work.

Sovereign Master—What was the Most Excellent
Prelate’s reply ?

Candidate—Zerubbabel, the Council with great joy
ac.zcepts your noble and generous offer and will imme-
dl.ately invest you with the neccessary passwords which
will enable you to make yourself known to the friends
of our cause wherever you may meet them and insure
to you their friendship and protection; but before
e.ant.ermg upon an undertaking of such vast importance
it is necessary that you take upon yourself a solemn
obligation to be faithful to the frust reposed in you
I arm you with this sword to enable you to defyen(i

LECTURE. 169

* yourself against” your enemies.

Sovereign Masier—Did you assume that obligation?

Candidate—1 did, in due form.

Sovereign Master—What was that due form?

Candidate—Kneeling on my left knee, my right
hand grasping the hilt of my sword, my left hand rest-
ing on the Holy Rible, square and compass and two
cross swords, in which due form I took upon me the
salemn oath and obligation of Knight of the Red Cross.

Sovereign Master—Repeat it. (Candidate repeats it.
See page 152.)

Sovereign Master—What followed?

Candidate—The Most Excellent Prelate directed me
to arise and invested me with a green sash as a mark
of friendship and estcem and directed me to wear it as
o constant memorial to stimulate me to the practice of
every virtue, and that its color, green, was to remind
me that the memory of him who falls in a just and
righteous cause, shall forever flourish like the green
bay tree.

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidaie—The Most Excellent Prelate then directed
my conductor to invest me with the Jewish pass.

Sovereign Master—Give me the Jewish pass. (Can-
didate, usually with Master of Infantry, gives Jewish
pass as on page 135.

Sovereign Moster  What followed ?

Candidate—1 then began my journey and was fre-
quently hailed by guards, all of whom I was enabled to
pass in safety by means of the pass I had received, until
I arrived at a bridge represented as reaching into Per-
sian territory. I attempted to pass this bridge which
I found strongly guarded, the Persian pass was de-

S
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manded and being unable to give it, I was attacked,
overpowered and made a prisoner.

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—After remonstrating in vain against their
violence, 1 told them that I was a prince of the house
of Judah and demanded an audience with their Sov-
ereign.

Sovereign Master—Their answer? .

Candidate—“You can only obtain an audience with
his majesty in the garb of a slave and captive.”

Sovereign Master—Did you submit to this?

Candidate—I1 did, being firmly persuaded that could
I by any mcans gain access to the presence of the Sov-
ereign, I should be able to accomplish the object of my
mission.

- Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidatc—They deprived me of my outward ap-
parel, sash and sword, and, having confined my hands
and feet in chains, the links thereof of a triangular
form, they put sackcloth and ashes on my head.

Sovereign Master—Why were the links of a trian-
gular form?

Candidate—The Assyrians having learned that among
the Jews the triangle was an emblem of Deity, caused
their links to be made of a triangular form, thinking
thereby to add to the misery of their captives.

Sovereign Master—What followed?

Candidate—I was conducted to the door of the coun-
cil chamber, where the alarm being given by eight
knocks, the Warder demanded, Who comes here?

Sovereign Master—What answer was returned?

Candidate—“A detachment of his majesty’s guards,
who have made prisoner of one who claims to be a prince

LECTURE. 4L

of the house of J udah.”

Sovereign Master—What was then said t;)”you?
Candidate—]1 was asked, “Who are you:

9
Sovereign Master—Your answer

Candidate—“The first among my equals, a Mason by

rank, but a slave and captive by misfortune.”

9
Sovereign Master—What was then ’c,lemanded of you?
Candidate—“Where are you fror?n.

Sovereign M astar——-?oul;, answer ?
andidate—‘Jerusaliem.
govereign Master—What were you them asked ?

Candidate—My name. ,

Sovereign Master—-—mellr answer ?
lidate—Zerubbabel.”

gg:}éreign Master—What were you then asked ?

Candidiate—<“What is your desirge 2
Sovereign Master—Your answer: . -
Can(Zi(the-—“An qudience with your Sovereign, i
ossible.” .
F Sovereign Master—What was thep sa}d. to y(?u? 1
Candid&ie—-—l was dirccted to wait with patience {
the pleasure of the Sovercign Master was kngwn.
Sovereign Master—What was t}}e answer ¢ o
Candidate—That having ascertained that I was uvx-
armed 1 should be admitted. .
Sovereign Masler—Iow were you Tecerved B
;Z'andidftta———l was conducted in fr'ont of the ngc1-
eign Master, who received me with kindness and atten-
tizn and patiently listened to my request. .
' Sovercign Master—What did the Sovereign Master
\ 19 )
then observe to the Council? o
Candidate—"This is no enemy; thlS”lS Zerubbabel,
the friend and companion of my youth!
Sovereign Master—What followed? g
Candidate—The Sovereign thus addressed me: “Ze-
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rubbabel, having gained admittance to our presence we
demand of you that you make known to us the partic-
ular motive that induced you, without our permission
and by force and arms, to invade the lines of our do-
minions.”
Sovereign Master—Y our answer ?
Candidate—“Sovereign Master, the tears and entreat-
ies of my companions at Jerusalem who have so long
and so often been impeded by their adversaries on the
other side of the river, they having been compelled to
cease work by force and power, have caused me to come
up to crave your majesty’s clemency, hoping you will re-
store me to your royal favor and grant me employment
among the servants of your houschold.”
Sovereign Master—What was the Sovereign’s reply?
Candidate—“Zecrubbabel, T have often reflected with
much pleasure upon our early intimacy and friendship
and have heard with great satisfaction of your fame
as a wise and accomplished Mason, and having mys-If
a profound veneration for that ancient and honorabie
institution and having a sincere desire to become a meni-
ber of same, I will this moment grant your re-
yuest on condition that you reveal to me the secerts of
Freemasonry.”
Sovereign Master—Did you consent to that!
Candidate—I did not.
Sovercign Master—What was your reply?
Candidate—“Sovereign Master, when our first most -
ancient Grand Master, Solomon, King of Israel, insti-
tuted the fraternity of I'ree and Accepted Masons, he
taught us that truth was a divine -attribute and the

‘foundation of all virtue; to be good and true are the

first lessons we are taught in Masonry. My obliga-

E
9
&
H

LECTURE. 1¢a
tions are sacred and inviolable, and if 1 can obtqll?-
vour Majesty’s clemency only at the expense of n;y ] -
t 1 humbly beg leave to decline your royal favor;

tegrity fully submit to an honorable exile or a glo-

T will cheer

ious death.” . ,
rlo;lslrswereign MUaster—What was the Sovereign's reply

: Tate—<TZerubbabel, your virtue and integrity
arg i?ghclly commendable and your fidelity t'o your ‘;;\elzt
is worthy of imitation; from this moment you ar((al tm{
my guards will divest you of those cl.lams _anbl lh N
bado'% of slavery and will clothe you with su1taG e d(
bili:nents to accompany me to a hanquet. ; 111a‘:?e:,
strike off those chains, and may that garb of sla ,):
sorace the hands-of a Mason, more par
¥ the house of Judah. Zcrubbabel,
t of rank and honor among the

never again di
ticulary a prince of
we assign you a sea )
princes gand nobles of \t'y}'lle }[alfldl.lowed?
ereiqn Master—What 10 ; ' |
Ag’zzze;;c;Z?e—The guards being drawn up In tI}e cogi;
vard, the Warder informed the S'o.verexg.r} l{abtere
the guards were in readiness, waltmg his pleasure.
Sovereign Master—What followed? 1o attend
Candidate—He then {)rdered the guards to
‘m to the banquet hall.
hng'ozereign M a2t01'—\\’hat occu.rr.ed thcr'e? el ene
Candidale—After having part1c1pz‘1ted“1n all i}rla o0
tertainment the Sovereign Master sal.d: It‘ was the cﬂle
tom in ancient' times at banquets like tl?us among e
princes and nobles of the land, for thg king to przps "
certain questions and he that could .glve the mosd o
isfactory answer should be clotbed in purp}e ank fioe
linen, should wear a golden chain around his n‘f.c <
drink out of a golden cup. There has a question 0
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curred to me this evening. Which is the greatest, the
strength of wine, of the king or of women ?”

Sovereign Master—What answers were returned ?

Candidate—The Chancellor said wine was the strong-
est; the Master of the Palace said the king was the
strongest ; but I, heing fully persuaded that the time had
come in which I could remind the King of his vow and
request the fulfillment of it, replied that women were
stronger than either of the former, but above all things
Truth beareth the vietory.

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The King being deeply struck with {he
addition I made to the question ordered us to he pre-
Pared with proper arguments to substantiate the opin-
1ons we had advanced, on the day following.

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—On the day following, the Council heine
convened, the Chancellor was called upon for his :m{3
swer apd thus replied: “O ye princes and rulers, hcw
exceeding strong is wine!” ete, [See page 160.] ’

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

. Cfmdidate—'?he Master of the Palace thus replied :
It is beyond dispute, O princes and rulers,” etc. [See
page 160.]
gov(g'eign Master—What followed ?
-Candidate—I then bein i
answeredl ae Tollor g called upon for my defense

of wine is not to be denied, neither is that of kings,”
=2

" ete. [See page 161.]

Sover.eign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The King being deeply impressed witl,
the f.orce of the drguments I had used involuntar}]
cxclaimed: “Great is Truth, and mighty above '11}{

€< ;
O princes and rulers, the force i
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things.
> it thee, because thou art found wisest among thy com-
* panions.”
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Zerubbabel, ask what thou wilt and I will give

Sovereign Master—Y our answer ?

Candidate—“0O king, remember thy vow, which thou
hast vowed,” etc. [Sce page 162.]

Sovercign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The Sovereign Master thus addresscd
me: “Zecrubbabel, it shall be dome. 1 will punctu-
ally fulfill my vow. Letters and passports shall im-
mediately be issued to my officers throughout the land,
and they shall give you and those that accompany you
a safe convcyance to Jerusalem where you shall no
longer be hindcred or impeded in rebuilding your ciry
and Temple until the same shall be completed.”

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidale—The Sovereign Master then invested me
with a green sash and thus addressed me: “This green
sash which you were deprived of by my guards, I now
with much pleasure restore to you, and I will make it
the insignia of a new order calculated to perpetuate the
remembrance of the events which have caused the re-
newal of our friendship. Its color will remind you that
Truth is a divine attribute and shall prevail and forever
flourish in immortal green. I will now confer on you the
highest honor in our power at this time to bestow, aud
will create you the.first knight of an order institutcd
for the purpose of inculcating the almighty force and
importance of Truth.”

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The Sovereign Master then directed rae
to kneel and said: “By virtue of the high power and
authority in'me vested as the successor of Darius, King
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of Persia, I reccive and constitute you a Knight of the
Illustrious Order of the Red Cross.”
Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The Sovereign Master then directed me
to arise and presenting me with a sword, thus addresscd
me: “This sword which you were deprived of by my
guards I now with much pleasure restore to you. In the
hands of a true and courteous knight, it is endowed
with three most excellent qualities; its hilt with failh,
its blade with hope, and its point with charity, and it
teaches us that when we draw our swords in a just and
righteous cause, having faith in God we may reasonably
hope for victory, ever remembering to extend the point
of charity to a fallen foe. Take it, return it to its
scabbard and there let it remain until consumed by
rust ere you draw it in the cause of injustice and op-
pression.”

Sovereign Master—What followed ?

Candidate—The Sovereign Master then invested me
with the Persian pass.

Sovereign Master—Give if. [Given same as on page
136, with the accompanying words, Tatnai and She-
thar-bozani. ]

Sovercign Master—Who were they ?

Candidate—They were governors of Persian prov-
inces and enemies of the Jews.

Sovereign Master—What followed ? ,

Candidate—The Sovereign Master then invested me
with the Red Cross word. ,

Sovereign Master—Give it. . [The word Veritas, is
given as explained, page 137.]

Sovercign Master—How do you translate the word ?

Candidate—Truth.

KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS.
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Sovereign Master>—What followed.

Candidate—The Sovereign Master then invested me
with the grand sign, grip and word of a Knight of the
Red Cross. :

Sovereign Master—Give them. [The grand sign,
grip and word, Libertas, are given. See page 137-138.]

Sovereign Master—To what docs the sign allude?

Candidate—To the blowing of the trumpet upon
the walls and watch-towers of the Council, but more
particularly to that part of the pemalty of the obliga-
tion: “when the last trump shall sound, T be forever
excluded from the socicty of all true and courtcous
knights.”

Sovereign Master—What is the molto of our order?

Candidate—DMagna cst veritas, et prevalebit.

Sovercign Master—Translate it.

Candidate—Truth is mighty and it will prevail.



CHAPTER XVII.
KxNicuTs oF THE RED Cross, or ELEVENTH DEGREE.
CLOSING CEREMONIES.

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Chancellor, are you
a Knight of the Red Cross?

Chancellor—That is my profession.

Sovereign Master—By what will you be tried?

Chancellor—By the test of truth?

Sovereign Master—Why by the test of truth?

Chancellor—Because none but good men and true
are entitled to the honors of our order.

Sovereign Master—Where were you constituted a
knight of this order?

Chancellor—In a just and lawfully constituted Coun-
cil of Knights of the Red Cross.

Sovereign Master—What number composes such a
Council ?

Chancellor—There is an indispensable number and a
constitutional number.

Sovereign Master—What is the indispensable num-
ber?

Chancellor—Three.

Sovereign Master—Under what circumstances may
three Knights of the Red Cross'form and operate a
Council of this order?

Chancellor—Three Knights of the Red Cross being
also Knights Templar and hailing from three different

)
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commanderies, may, under the sanction of a warrant
from some Grand Council or from the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States, form and operate a Council
of Knights of the Red Cross, for the dispatch of busi-
ness.

Sovereign Master—What is the constitutional num-
ber ?

Chancellor—Seven, nine, eleven or more.

Sovereign Master—When composed of eleven, of
whom does it consist ?

Chancellor—The Sovereign Master, Chancellor, Mas-
ter of the Palace, Prelate, Master of Cavalry, Master of
Infantry, Master of Finance, Master of Dispatches,
Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer and Warder.

[Sometimes the Sovereign Master asks the station
and duties of each officer, cxactly the same as in open-
ing. See pages 138-143.]

Sovereign Master—Sir Knight Chancellor, it is my
will and pleasure that this Council of Knights of the
Red Cross be now closed ; requiring all Sir Knights
present to govern themselves according to the sub-
lime principles of our order. Communicate this or-
der to the Master of the Palace and he to the Sir
Knights.

(’hancelloo"—-—Sir Knight Master of the Palace, it is
the will and pleasure of the Sovereign Master, that this
Council of Knights of the Red Cross be now closed,
requiring all Sir I&mghts present to govern themselves
according to the sublime principles of our order. Com-
municate this order to the Sir Knights.

Master of Palace—It is the will and pleasure of
the Sovereign Master that this Council of Knights of the
Red Cross be now closed. Take notice and govern

CLOSING CEREMONIES.
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yourselves according to the sublime principles of the
order. Look to the east. [The signs from first degree
up are now given.]

Sovereign Master (eight raps).

Chancellor (eight raps).

Master of Palace (eight raps).

Sovereign Master—I now declare this Council of
Knights of the Red Cross closed in form. Sir Knight

, Warder, -inform the Sentinel. (Warder informs the \ S F
| Sentinel)' 3 Generalissimo.  Eminent Comnmander. Captain General,
o A
il g
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Senior Warden. — Junior Warden.
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: ' Warder. Standard Bearer. Sword Bearer.




CHAPTER XVIIIL

TWwELFTIL, OR KN16IITS TEMPLAR' DEGREE.

OPENING CEREMONIES.

Eminent Commander®—Sir Knight Captain Gener-
al, it is my order that this Commandery of Knights
Templar be now prepared for my reception. Sir Knight
(eneralissimo®®, accompany me to my apartment. (Em-
inent Commander and Generalissimo retire.)

Caplain General (at post of Eminent Commander)
—Attention, Sir Knights Clothe and equip yourself
as Knights Templar.8* (Order is obeyed.)

Captain General—Sir Knight Senior Warden, you

Note 78.—~*‘‘The connectfon between the Knights Templar and the
Freemasons has been repeatedly usserteé by the enemies of both insti-
tutions, and as often admitted by their friends. Lawrie on this subject
holds the following language: ‘We know that the Knights Templar not
only possessed the rovsteries, but performed the ceremonles and incul-

cated the duties of Freemasons.''-—Mackey's Lexiccn, Art. Knight Tem-
plar.

Note 79.—‘“An assembly of Knights Templar s called a Commandery,
and has the following officers:

“]. The Ccmmander, whose title 1s ‘Eminent;’ his station Is on the
throne in the ecst. dressed In the full uniform of the order. His jewel

1s the Tassion Cress. with rays of light at the crossings.’'—S8ickels' Mon-
itor, Part 4, page 26.

Ncte 80.—~‘“His station is on the right of the Eminent Commander,
and his jewel is a square surmounted by a paschal lamb.’’'—Mackey's Lex-
icon, Art. Generalissimo,

Ncte 81.—‘‘An attempt has been made with indifferent success to con-
nect the history of this institution with Freemasonry. Some of the Ma-
sonic historians of the last century boldly affirm that the Knights Tem-
plar were Masons and connect them with the Druses. long inhabltants
of Mount Lebanon. There i8 nothing in Masonie tradition to justify such
belief; on the contrary the three essential qualificatlons of ancient Ma-

sonry are averse {o the Ildea of a Christianized system.’’—Morris’ Dict,,
Art. Templar Knight.
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will see that this Commandery of Kpights Templag is
in order for the reception of the Eminent Commander.

Senior Warden—Sir Knight Warder, satisfy your-
] Templar.
elf that all present are Knights o
: Warder (looking around)—All present arc Knights

Templar. '
Qenior Warden—When a commandery of ng‘nti
Templar is about to be opened, what 1s the .ﬁrst duty(.i
Warder—To sec that the Sentinel is at his post an
the asvlum duly guarded. _
[Thve following movements are explained, pages 126
to 134. . ' .
Sem’(}r Warden—Attention, Sir Knights! Fall in}
Senior Warden—Front!
Sentor Warden—Right—Dress!
Senior Warden—Front! .
Senior Warden—Trom the right coun't twos!
Senior Warden—TForm divisions! Right—face!
!
Senior Warden—Officers—posts! . .
Senior Warden—Form lines for reception of Emi-
nent Commander! o
Junior Warden—Second Division.
march!
Junior Warden—By file left—march !
Junior Warden—Halt!
Junior Warden—Front !d ‘
Junior Warden~Left—dress: . .
J?mior Warden—Front! [Junior Warden takes his
lace at head of Second Division.] o o
¥ Senior Warden (before Qecond Division was in line)
—TFirst Division. Front! 5 -
Senior Warden—Right—Dress:
‘:Senior Warden—Front! [The lines are now formed

By file left—
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as in diagram, page 128.] :

Senior Warden—Sir Knight Captain General, the
lines are duly formed.

Captain General—Sir Knight Junior Warden, repair
with the Standard Bearer and Sword Bearer to the
apartment of the Eminent Commander and inform him
that the lines are formed and await his pleasure.

Junior Warden—Sir Knights Standard Bearer and
Sword Bearer, repair with me to the apartment of the
Eminent Commander.

Junior Warden—Sir Knights Standard Bearer ani
Sword Bearer. Left—face! [Exactly the same move
ments take place as are described on pages 125-129.]

Junior Warden (at the apartment of Eminent Com-
mander)—Eminent Commander, the lines are formed
and await your pleasure.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Generalissimo,
accompany me to the asylum. [See page 125.]

Captain General (as the trumpet sounds)—Atten-
tion, Sir Knights! Form cross! (Iach throws his
right foot forward about eighteen inches, throwing the
weight of the body forward and extending the right
arm forward and upward crosses swords with opposite
Knight, swords crossing about four inches from the
points. [See page 131.] The officers, with escort,
pass through the lines under the crossed swords, fromn
the west to the east, when they take their stations aud
the Junior Warden, called Master of Infantry on page
129, with Standard Bearer and Sword Bearer, march
around to their post again.)

Eminent Commander (from his post)—Sir Knights,

Note 82.—‘‘Generalissimo.—The second officer in a Commandery of
Knights Templar, and one of its representatives In the Grand Com-
mandery.”’—Mackey’s Lexicon, Art, Generalissimo.
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carry—swords!

Eminent Commander—Sit Knight G‘rene'rfc.lli'ssim{),83
it is my order that the lines be formed for inspection

and revicw. . -

Generalissimo—Sir Knight Captain Greneral, it 1s the
order of the Eminent Commander that the lines be
formed for inspection and review.

[The lincs are formed for inspection and review as
explained on pages 126-128.] .

I()J’aptain General—Sir Knight Generalissimo, the or-
der of the Eminent Commander has been obe).'ed.

Generalissimo—Eminent Commander, the lines are
formed for inspection and review. o

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Ge.nerahss1mo, ac-
company me in the inspection and review.

Captuin General (as officers approach) —Present—
swords! (All present swords, and as the officers appear
in front of a Sir Knight he twirls the swor.d with his
thumb and forefinger so as to show. }.)o.th s1.des of .the
blade. + They inspect the First Division m passing
through to, the west, and the Second Division 1n Te-
turning.) o

Eminent Commander (having returned to his post)
—Carry—swords! . .

Emir};ent Commander—Sir Knight Gener.ah’ss1mo, ad-
vance and communicate the Pilgrim Warrior’s pass!

S81 N -hash-baz®* (Given as

(eneralissimo—> aher-shalal-hash |

follows:)

ive and commu
Note 83 —His et - to‘ T der, and, in his absence to
; ssist the Eminent Commander, . sence

e lgetl;i"gll's'thteo Cz:)sl;;mndery."—Mackey’s Lexicon, Art. Gener{al;um};ns.
P ot 84 —"Maher-shala.l-ha.sh-baz.——Thls Hebrew term silgl?’:sy'lrflgmplar.
ety sty 5 nirodeecy fplo e oRle ut KSIEME kB,
' d in Isaia i 1-4, | > T X duction

'11;123 tlsil‘;xsloxiliyfoil;n not easily shown.’—Morris Dict., Art. Maher-s

hash-baz.

nicate all orders, signs
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KNIGEITS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

PILGRIM WARRIOR'S PASS.

This is given in ‘the same manner
as the Persian pass, page 136.

Four sword cuts are given, the
fourth being toward the neck, either
cut No. 1 or 2, when the Pilgrim
Warrior’s pass, Maher-shalal-hash-

baz,®® is given “under an arch of
steel.” See cut.

Phigrim Warrioi's Pass.

Eminent Commander—Receive it from your right.
(Generalissimo turns to knight on his right and in
like manner demands the Pilgrim Warrior’s pass, re-
ceives it in the same way, when the knight demands it
of the one next him, and so on down the First Division
till it reaches the Junior Warden, when he steps one
pace forward, faces the east, and says:)

Junior Warden—Eminent Commander, the Pilgrim
Warrior’s pass has come down to me through the lines.

Eminent Commander—Advance to the east and give
me the same.

Eminent Commander (having received the word in
the same manner as before)—The word has come down
to me through the lines carrect. ’

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Junior Warden,
about—face; to your post—march.!

Note 85.—/‘Maher-shalal-hagh-baz.—Four Tlebrew words which the
prophet Isalah wus ordered to write upon a tablet and witich were after-
wards to be the name of his son. They signify ‘make haste to the
prey, fall upon the spoil’ and were prognostic of the sudden attack of
the Assyrians. They may be said, in thelr Muosouie use, to be symbolie

of the readiness for action which should distlnguish a warrior."—Mack-
ey’'s Lexicen, Art, Maher-shalal-Lagk-baz,
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[The word having been passed through both divisions
the Eminent Commander says:) o
Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Geperal:ssnn:,
advance and communicate tgze Plégmm ];fr?;tzlslt ]_)Sef;;;
188t iven s
Generalissimo—Golgotha. Pi&grim  same &5 pass.)’
Eminent Commander (after Pilgrim' ]:)elllte.llllt;S
pass has been given) —Sir Knight Generalissimo, 1tn 13
mv order that the triangle be now formed preparatory
our devotions. -
° Generalissimo—SIT Knight Captain General,. it 1§ tlgz
order of the Eminent Commandgr tltl.atn:he triangle
v reparatory to our devotions. -
nogafpoti:;fdé)eni)ml——sbécond Division. nght—d-face!
By file left—march! (These orders are' exec}:lu e .)amh
VCaptain General—By file ]eft———march'. (T ey m
a pace further than the length of the d1v11§10n.) -
Captain G eneral—By the left ﬁa.nk into ﬁlﬁegm aceé
(They turn to the left and, @arclllng up, £ e slxi)n -
in the line of the First Division, thus forming one lne.
Captain Genera%—-—?igh’:—dress!
in General—XlrTont:
giﬁiﬁiﬁ geneml From the right count tthre:;i
(They count—one, two, three; one, two, th‘r‘fﬁ’ e S.,is d
as in counting “twos,” cach one who says “tarce
] ivision, etc.
thecg;tgii ]C??le\;zmli—l?ogm division! Right—face! (Al
face to the right, and each. No. “one” stan ;) t a é
while the “twos” take one oblique step to the right an
whiﬂils i?ntt::ﬁiu?ee(}, rs:'vitl?aggcgt ;:1(:
It Je 2 Conbdes & Raam was
the ;ﬁaggba}g:sr;:?vig?uits name. The skull af-

L J—
fixed to the ordinary emblem of the crucifix alludes to this tradition.
Morris’ Diect., Art, Golgotha.

8.—‘‘Golgotha,—This word.
lacN:t?\hsere the Saviour was crnclﬁe;}.r
priety futo the order of Knights Templar.

e



OPENING CEREMONIES. 189

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE,
Sword Bearer—Second Divislon. Halt!

Sword Bearer—TFront!
; Sword Bearer—Right dress!
Captain General—Officers—posts! (Officers take sta- Sword Bearcr——Fr%nt!

t1<.)n.s.as follows: Sen'i.or Warden to right of First &  [The Third Division continues to mark time until
Division, faf:e{d to the right; Sword Bearer to right of ‘®' the Second Division has filed to the north and passed
Second Division, faced to the right; Standard Bearer ite length north.]

in center of Second Division, faced to the right; War- Junfor Warden—Third Division. By file left—
der to the left of the Sccond Division, faced to the March! [On passing its length the division again

F% 188

the “threes” two oblique steps to the right, when they
stand three abreast.)

pee e SO
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right; the Junior Warden on the right of the Third
Division, faced to the right.)

Caplain General—Close—intervals—march! (The
first file of three stands fast while the other files close
up to about one foot apart.)

Captain General—Form triangle!

ETh? di{f;rent officers now give orders as follows:]

Senior Warden—TFirst Divisi
o t Division. Countermarch by

Sword Bearer—Second Division. By file left!

Junior Warden—Third Division. Mark time!

.Captain General—March!. (At the word march the
d.xfferent movements previously ordered begin. Marking
time consists in moving the feet without marching.)

Senior Warden (when head of First Division has
reached the place where base of triangle is to rest)—
First Division. Halt!

Sentor Warden—Right face!

Senior Warden—Left dress!

Senior Warden—Front!
. [The Second Division, led by Sword Bearer, marches
ifs length to the left, then files to the left, a:nd when
opposite the Senior Warden files left again haltf‘r:
w%len the read of the division reaches the le;?t of th%
First Division and is lined at right angles with it.]
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files to the left or north precisely as the Second Di-
vision did, but it halts as soon as it has passed its
length to the north, its right resting on the left of the
Second Division.]

Junior Warden—Third Division, Halt!

Junior Warden—TFront!

Junior Warden—Right dress!

Junior Warden—TFront! [The three divisions now
form three sides of a square along the north, south
and west. ]

Captain General—First Division, left; Third Divis-
ion, right—whecl—march! [These divisions wheel as
ordered until within about three paces of each other.’,

Captain General—Halt! [The two Wardens align
their respective divisions by the usual orders.]

Captain General—Sir Knight Generalissimo, the iri-
angle is formed.

Generalissimo—Eminent Commander, the triangle is
formed for devotibns.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knights Generalissimo,
Captain General and Prelate, repair with me to the
triangle for the performance of our devotions.

Note 87.—*The Lodge de la Parfaite Intelligence, at Llege (France)

contained In December, 1770, the Prince Blshop, and the greatest part of
his chapter, and all the office bearers were dignitaries of the church,'’—

Robison’s Proofs of a Conspiraoy, page 45
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Eminent Commander——Attention, Sir Knights. Re-
t}lrn swords! To your devotions! (They kneel on the
right knee, deposit their helmets on the floor before
them, and t'hen interlace their fingers by crossing their
arms and giving right hand to knight on the left and
left hand to knight on the right. The Prelate lea‘cis

and usually the « ) o .
with him.)y e “Lord’s Prayer” is used, when all unite

OPENING PRAYER, KNIGITS TEMPLAR DEGREE

“Our Fathgr which art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Dame. 'I.‘hy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
AI}d lead us not. into temptation, but deliver ug from
e;nl. 1; or thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
giory, Iorever. Amen.”—Simons’ B ]
mandery, page 27. 70 of the Con-
.Emment qumander—Sir Knight Generalissimo
give me the immaculate word. (Generalissimo and,

Eminent Commander give the oy ;
d
word as follows:) 8 grip and immaculate

ENIGHTS TEMPLAR GRIP AND
WORD.

Fingers of right hands and
left hands interlaced and, of
course, arms crossed, as shown
In gut.

TMmacuLATE Worp, Imman-

88 -
L5 wel (Spoken as arms are
Grip.  crossed.

o’ 0
Knights Templar

Note 88.—“Immanuel.—Tbis term, sig:

duced in the order of Knights Templar Ifring ‘God with us® s intro-

—Morris’ Diot., Art, Immanyel,

UPENING CEREMONIES. 191

[ When at devotions the grip and “word” are given
while still kneeling, and though arms are crossed, the
fingers of each are interlaced with one knight on his
right and the other on his left.]

3 Eminent Commander—Receive it from your right.
(Generalissimo demands the word, receives it same as
- described, and the knight next him does the same of
&. the knight on his right.)

Eminent Commander—Recover helmets. Arise, Sir
Knights. Attention to giving the signs. (Led by the
4 Eminent Commander the due guards and signs from
¥  Entered Apprentice up are now given, and the Knights
Templar, as follows:)

’ DUE GUARD OF A KNIGHT TEMPLAR.

Thumb of right hand under the chin, as
shown in cut, fingers closed in hand.

This alludes to the penalty of the obliga-
tion. Head placed on the highest spire in
T {Christendom.

2 ! i

; Due-Gard K. T.
{ Eminent  Commander—Attention, Sir Knights!
§  About—face! To your posts—march! (All march to
I their posts, when the regular opening “lecture” is in
1 order.)
i Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Generalissimo, are
you a Knight Templar ?*®
Generalissimo—That is my title.

Note 89.—*‘Rite known as the Order of Modern Templars. or Knights
Templar, comprising three degrees, practiced in the United States of
America and Great Britain. As the successor of the secular Templars of
the Jesuit system of Strict Observance, this rite was arranged in France
fn 1804.’'—Rehold’'s History of Freemasonry, page 229.

]
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o T N i 5

Eminent Commander—Where were you created a
Knight Templar?

Generalissimo—In a just and lawful Commandery
of Knights Templar.

Eminent Commander—What number composes such
a Commandery ?

Generalissimo—There is an indispensable number
and a constitutional number,

Eminent Commander—What is thet indispensable
number ?

Generalissimo—Three,

Eminent Commander—nder what cirecumstances
may three Knights Temp{ar open and form a Com-
mandery ?

Generalissimo—Three Knights Templar, hailiag
from three different ‘Commanderies, may, under the
sanction of a warrant from some Grand Commandery
or from the Grand Encampment of the United States,
form and operate a Commandery of Knights Templar
for the dispatch of business,

Eminent Commander—What is the constitutional
number ?

Generalissimo—Nine,? eleven, or more,

Eminent Commander—When composed of cleven, of
whom does it consist?

Generalissimo—The Eminent Commander, General-
issimo, Captain General, Prelate, Senior Warden, Jun-

ior Worden, Treasurer, Recorder, Standard Bear-e}',
Sword Bearer, and Warder.

Note 90.—''To protect the pious pilgrims thus exposed to plunder and
death, nine noble knights, who hagd previously distinguished themselvesr
at the siege of Jerusalem, united in a2 brotherhood. and bound themselves
by a solemn compact to aild@ one another in clearing the highways of in.
fidels and robbers and In protecting the pllgrim through the passes and
defiles of the mountains to the Holy City. These Knights called them-

Selves the Poor Fellow Soldiers of Jesus Christ.’’~Mackey's Lexi , .
Knight Templar, - ackey exicon, Ait
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Eminent Commander—What is the Warder's station
in the Commandery ?

Generalissimo—On the left of the Stand'al.*d. Bearcr
in the west and on the lefl of the Second DIVI.SlOll.

Eminent Commander—What are your duties there,
Sir Knight Warder?

Warder— To announce the approach and dgparturc
of the Eminent Commander, to post the Sentinel and
to see that the asylum is duly guarded. '

Eminent Commander—W hat 15 the Sword Bearer's
station in the Commandery? .

Warder—On the right of the Standard Bearer in the
west and on the right of the Second Division. . .

Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Kunight Sword Bearer? . -

Sword Bearer—To assist in the pr(.)tPCtIO[l' of the
banuers of the order, and to watch all signals from the
Eminent Commander and see that they are promptly
obeyed. . ,

Eminent Commander—What 1s the Standard Bearer's
station in the Commandery? .

Sword Bearer—In the west and in the center of the
Second Division. . .

Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Standard Bearer?

Standard Bearer—To display, protect and support
the banners® of the order. . o

FEminent Commander—Why 1s your station in the

west? - S
Standard Bearer—That the brilliant rays of e ris-
Nore 91.—**Their banner was haif black, half white, callcd Beauseant, tha*

'8 to say in the Gallic tonguc Bienscant, (well becoming,) because they 1lr¢ f.sn
;m;l favorable to the friends of Christ, but black and terrible to his enemies,

Mackey's Lexicon, Art. Knight Templar.



194 KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

ing sun shedding their lustre on the banners of the
order, may encourage and animate all true and courte-
ous knights and confound and dismay their enemies
Ewminent Commander—What is the Recorder’s i
in the Comman lery ? A

Standard Bearer—On the left, i
tain General. ett, in front of the Cap-

Eminent Commander—W hat are y i 1
Knight Recorder? your duties, Sir
Recorder-——Faithfully to record the proceedings of the

Commandery, collect the reve
’ nue and pay the s:
over to the Treasurer. pay the same

. E'minent Commander—What is
tion in the Commandery ?

gecqrder—c(')n th: right, in front of the Generalissimo
minent Commander—What are vou duti
Knight Treasurer? your Cufies, Sir
Treasurer—To receive in charge all the funds and
property of the Commandery, pay all orders drawn on
the treasury and render just and faithful account of
the same when required.
Eminent Commander—What ; '
mine — 1s the Junio '
station in the Commandery ? for Wardeuls
{;‘easurer———On the northwest angle of the triancle
on the right of the Third Division and on t hen
formed in single line. " the left when

Eminent Commander— ' i
Knight Junior Warden ? 'What e your duties, Sir
tfum‘or Warden—To attend on poor and weary pil-
grims, traveling from afar; to accompany them on their
Journey, to answer all questions for them and recom-

mend th itali i
mond & em to the hospitality of the Eminent Com-

station

the Treasurer’s sta-

Y r——— ~

3
b
5
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i Junior Warden—At the southwest angle of the tri-
angle, on the right of the First Division and on the
right of the whole when formed in single line.
, Eminent Commander—What are your duties Sir
& Knight Senior Warden?
i Senior Warden—To attend on Pilgrim Warriors to
comfort and support Pilgrim Penitents and after due
trial introduce them into the asylum.
" Eminent Commander— W hat is the Prelate’s station
L. in the Commandlery ?
Senior Warden—On the right of the Generalissimo.
. Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Prelate ?*

Prelate—To minister at the altar and offer up prayers
and oblations to Deity.”

Eminent Commander—What is the Captain General'’s
station in the Commandery?

Prelate—Qn the left of the Eminent Commander.
i 3 Eminent Commander—What are your duties Sir
Knight Captain General ?
3 Captain General—To see that the proper officers
make all due preparations for the various meetings of

B
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NouTE 92. — **TR1ANGLE, TRIPLE. —T'his {s another of the numerous forms in which
the triangle is arranged, and like all the others it is nsed as a symbol of Deity,
3 though perhaps it Is here made’to assume a stili more sacred character from its
3 triple form. As such it hag been adopted as the most appropriate jewel of the
" INustrious Prelate in a Commandery of Knights Templars."—Mackey s Lexicon,
A Art. DTriangle, Triple. .

; Note 93.—*‘In this prayer [prayer prescribed in the charter of York] we per-
- cefve no mention made of a Trinity, the Deity invoked being none other than th
Great Architect of the Universe, that Great First Cause rccognized by the Noa

N g chidcan doctrine, and the belief in the cternal existence of which can readtiy be
4 concurred in by men of every confcssion.”—Rebold s History of Freemason-

Y, pages.
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the Commandery, and that the asylum is in suitable
array for the introduction of candidates and the dis-

EN1GHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

patch of business, and to receive and communicate all -

orders and signals issued by the Eminent Commander
to the officers of the lines.

Eminent Commander—What is the Generalissimo’s
station in the Commandery ?

Captain General—On the right of the Eminent Com-
mander.

Ewminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Generalissimo?

Generalissimo—To receive and communicate all or-
ders, signals and petitions; to assist the Eminent Com-
mander in his various duties and in his absence to pre-
side in the Commandery.

Eminent Commander—What is the Eminent Com-

mander’s station in the Commandery?
Generalissimo—In the east.

Eminent Commander—W hat are his duties?

Generalissimo—To distribute alms to poor and needy
pilgrims traveling from afar, feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, bind np the wounds of the afflicted; incul-
cate the principles of charity® and hospitality, and
govern the Commandery with justice and moderation

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Generalissimo, it
is my order that a Commandery of Knights Templar
b2 now opened for the dispatch of such business as may
regularly come before it, requiring all Sir Knights
present to govern themselves according to the sublime
p.inciples of our order. Communicate this order to

NoTE 94. —**The peculiar characteristics of this magnanlmous order are char-
Ity and hospitality; therefore those who assume the responsibilitics of Knights
Templar, are bound hy solemn vows to give alms to the poor and weary; to suc

cor the needy, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and bind up the wounds of the
aflicted."—Sickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 82.
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Sir Knight Captain General and he to the Sir Knights.

Generalissimo—S.r Knight Captain General, it is the
order of the Eminent Commander that a Commandery
of Knights Templar be now opened for the dispatch of
such busiuess as may regularly come before it; requir-
ing all Sir Knights present to govern themselves ac-
cording to the sublime priuciples of our order. Com-
municate this order to the Sir Knights.

Captain General—Sir Knights, it is the order of the
Eminent Commander that a Commandery of Knights
Templar be now opened for the dispatch of such busi-
ness as may regularly come before it; take notice and
govern yourselves according to the sublime principles
of our order. |The signs arenow given from E. A. Deg.
up. See pages 35 to 40. 65, 66, 96, 97 and 138.  Be-
fore declaring the Commandery opened the Eminent
Commander frequently delivers the following:]

OPENING CHARGE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad,
greeting. My brethren, count it all joy when ve fall
into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire,
wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdowm, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men herally and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him
ask in faith nothing waver ng. For he that wavereth
is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind and
tossed. For let not that man think that he shall re-
ceive anything of the Lord. A double-minded man is
unstable in all his ways. Let the brother of low de-
gree rejoice in that he is exalted. If any man among
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you seesu to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue

but deceiveth his own heart; this man’s religion is vaint

.Pure‘ religion and undefiled before God and the Father

is this: To visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic-

tion, erd to keep himself unspotted from the world.—

James 1: 1-10; 26, 27.” —Simons’ Book of the Comman-

dery, page 28. |

Eminent Commander (twelve raps, 000-000-000-000.)

Generalissimo (twelve raps.)

Captain General (twelve raps.)

Eminent Commander—I now declare
mandery, — -—, open in form.
inform the Sentinel.

. [ 1:\.8 all the buasiness of the Commandery, except ini-
tiation in the two previous degrees, even to balloting
for candidates muast be transacted in this degree and
on]y' by Knights Templar, rcadiug the minutes of the
previouscommunication,reading and referring petitions
reports of committees, balloting on candidates anci
othef' business here follows, unless it is a “special,com-
munication for work,” i. e., initiation. ]

; ——— Com-
Sir Knight Warder,

il

"l

9
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CHAPTER XIX.

TwELFTH, OR KNIGHTS TrMpLAR” DEGREE.
INITIATION.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Warder, ascertain
if there are any candidates in waiting for this order of
knighthood.

Warder—Eminent Commander, there is in the ante-
room ———, a Knight of the Red Cross, who having
taken all the necessary preceding degrees, now solicits
the Lionor®® of being dubbed and created a knight of
this most valiant and magnanimous order of Knights
Templar.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Junior Warden,
repair to the ante-room and conduct , a Knight
of the Red Cross, to the “Chamber of Reflection,”™
where you will place before him three questions, to
which you will require his answer in writing. After

Notr 95.—*‘The first assembly of this congress [A Masonic congress at Wil.
helmsbad, Germany, convoked by Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, General
Grand Master of ajl the ‘Striet Observance Lodges'] took place on the 16th
July, 1782  All the grand officers of all the provinees of the Templar systern,
and dvlcgates from all thelr lodges were present, as also imany ddlegates of other
rites then extant in Germany and France. After thirty sittings, nonc of the
questions upon the origin, doetrines, cte., had been resolved in a satisfactory
manner: when finally, upon the proposition of the French delegates of the Tem-
plar system from the province of Burgundy, the vicws of the congress were thus
expressed: ‘Modern Freemasons are not only not the truc succcssors of the
Knights Templar, but, as worthy reeipicnts of the three symbolic degrees, they
can not be.’ “__ Rebold's History of Freemasonry, pigé 222.

NoTE 96.—* ‘SECTION 62, ARTICLE IV, CONSTITUTION OF GRAND ENXCAMPMENT,
U. S. A.—No subordinate Cominandery shall confer the orders of kmighthood
tor & lcss sum than twenty dollars.”— Myers Templar Manual, page 159.

Note 97.—**CHAMBER OF RerLEcTIoN.—In the French and buo.oh rites, a
small room adjoining the lodge, in which, preparatory to initiation, the candi-
date is enclosed for the purpose of indulging in those serious meditations which
1ts sombre appearance and the gloomy emblems with which it is furnished are
caleulated to produce. 1t is also ased in the degree of Knights Templar for a
similar purpose. " —Mackey's Lexicon, Art., Chamber of Refiection.

- e ——————
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he has reflected upon them in silince and solitude;
when he has testified to the purity of his intentions by
performing the required ablutions, you will return with
his answer. (Junior Warden conducts him, hood-
winked, into a s_mnll room where the w.lls, furniture
and everything is painted black and the on.y light is
one small tuper. Seating him in a chair at a table
where the taper burns, he says:)

J unior W arden—Companion, you are now seated in
the Chamber of Reflection; before you is the Holy Bible.
that rule and guide of our faith and prac.ice; you will
also find certain questions,”™ which you will carefully
read, aud answer in writing, sigining your name to theii
after which, in testimony of the purity of your inten-
tions, you will perform your ablutions, for which you
will find water and a napkin before you. I am now
about to leave you alone and will signity my departure
by an alarm at the door. On hearing it you will re-
move the bandage from your eyes and proceed as [ have
directed, and when you have concluded, you will siznify
it by giving a like alarm from within.” (Junior War-

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

den goes out and gives three raps on the door. Ca
, . Can-
didate removes the%loodwink and discovers on the table
N before him, a Bible

~.

9 '
el ‘

Table in the Chamber of Reflection.

bow!l of water and
a skull and cross
bones, which often
disconcerts him.
Before him is a pa-
Ny per on which he

‘ . finds the following
] &

-+~ questions:)
A=

l“z_f__ First—Should
vou ever be called

Nore 98.— ‘‘RECEPTION. —The novitiate for the honors of this magnanimoua
order i8 requircd to answer severai interrogatories, touching his faith in the
Christian religion, and his strict conformity to the rules and regulatione of i
order.”—8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 29. e
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upon to draw your sword, will you wield it in defense
of the Christian religion? [After this he writes, Yes.]

Second—Does your conscience upbraid you for any
known or overt act unrepented of? [He writes No, af-
ter this. ]

Third—Do you solemnly promise to conform to all
the ceremonies, rules and regulations of this Comman-
dery as all valiant and magnanimous Sir Knights have
done, wlo have traveled this way before you? [lo
this he writes Yes, and signs his name to the whole or
to each question separately. He then washes and
wipes his hands and gives three raps on the door. ]

Junior Warden (entering)—Have you answered the
questions?

Candidate—I have. (Hands him the paper with
written questions and answers.)

Junior Warden—You will wait with patience till
the pleasure of the Eminent Commander is made
known.

Junior Warden (twelve stamps on the floor with his
foot, outside the door.)

Warder—Eminent Commander there is an alarm.

Ewminent Commander—Ascertain the cause.

Warder—Who comes here? |

Junior Warden , a Knight of the Red Cross.
now in the Chamber of Reflection,” who having re-
ceived all the pecessary preceding degrees now wishes
the honor'® of being dubbed and created a knight of

TNITIATION.

Nore 99.—''CHAMBER oF REFLECTION. —This is simply the Masonic prepara-
tion room, adapted to the peculiar purposes of the orders of knighthood ™'--
Morris’ Dict., Art. Chamber of Reflection.

NoTE 100.—*‘The prescribed feces for the orders of knighthood can not be re-
mitted by a Commandery, directly or indirectly.”—Myers' Templar Manvel,

Dage 176.
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o

this most valiant and magnanimous order of Knights %
Templar. 3
j Warder—Has he answered the necessary questions?
% Junior Warden—He has, in writing, and in testimo-  '§%:
>' ny of his sincerity has performed the required ablution.  §
‘ Warder—Present them. (Junior Warden hands him
the questions and answers.)

Warder—Let him wait the pleasure of the Eminent
Commander.

[ The same dialogue oceurs between the Warder and
the Eminent Commander. ]

Eminent Commander—Present them (the questions £
and answers.) : &

Eminent Commander—Thus far his proceedings have
been satisfactory, but as a further trial of his patience
and perseverance I shall enjoin upon him seven years

ther trial of your patience and pefseverance, enjoins
upon you seven years of pilgrimage, in pi.lgnm s weeds.

[Clothes him in pilgrim’s weefis', a
staff in right hand and serip, containing
bread and water, in left, sandals and a
slouch hat, etc., as shown in cut.]

Juniar Warden—Follow me! (They
come to First Guard.)

First Guard—Who comes here?

Junior Warden—A weary pilgrim trav-

eling fromafar, to join with those whg oft
have gone before, and offer his devotions
at the holy shrine.

R
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Pligrim penitent.

“EXHORTATION BY THE FIRST GUARD.

|
of pilgrimage’ which he will perform under the direc- 1 “—j——‘—’ T greet thee. -
tion of the Junior Warden, dressed in pilgrim’s weeds. i g “Silver and gold have I none; but such as ave,
Warder (to Junior Warden)—The Eminent Com- $ give I unto thee.

mander decides that the questions are answered satis- [“Here is some good bread and pure water, just sgch
factorily, but as a further trial of his patience and per- as pilgrimsneed; help yourself.” The guard, feeln.lg
severance, enjoins upon him seven years of pilgrimage, % inhis scrip, says: “Your bread is almost gone, [ will
which he will pertorm under your direction, in pilgrim’s §'  putinsome; your water is almost spent, I will replen-
weeds. ; ish it.”]

Junior Warden (returns to Chamber of Reflection) 3 “Hearken to a lesson to cheer thee on thy way and
—Companion, the Eminent Commander decides that . assure thee of success.
the questions are answered satisfactorily, but as a fur- ' “Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is
| exalted. Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and
heavy laden, and T will give you rest.

“(hrist also suffered for us, leaving us an example

G o ol
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Nore 101.—*‘PILGRIM'S SEELL.—The shell wat an anclent symbol of the Sy-
rian goddess Astarte, who was the same a8 the Venus Pelagia, or Venus rising
from the ses, of the Western mythology. The escalop or scollop shell (the pec~
ten of Linseus) is found in great abundance on the shores of the Mediterranean
and was worn in the time ot the Crusades by pilgrims to the Holy Land asa

memorial of the plous pligrimage they were then performing or had already ac- ‘ tha‘t we ShOU1d fOHOW hlS steps. FOI‘ ye Wel‘eS;S Sﬁeig
eomplished. Hence the scolliop shell, staff and sandals form a part of the cos- " ] . unto the epne
tume of a candidate in the -eremonies of the Templar’s degree."—Maokey's gomng aStray’ but are now returned P ’

Lewioon, Art. Pilgrins SRt .. and Bishop of your souls.
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“Let, therefore, brotherly love continue.

“Farewell, God speed thee.”"—Simons’ Book
of the Commandery, page 29. ,

Second Guard (to Junior Warden, who, followed by
candidate, has passed on)—Who comes here?

Junior Warden—A weary pilgrim traveling from
afar to join with those who oft have gone before, and
offer his devotions at the holy shrine.

“EXHORTATION BY THE SECOND GITARD.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

[3Y

, I greet thee.

[“Here is some good bread and pure water, just such
as pilgrims need; help yourself.” The guard feeling
in his serip, says; “Your bread is almost gone, [ will
put in some; your water is almost spent, I will replen-
ish it."]

“Hearken to a lesson to cheer thee on thy way and
assure thee of success.

“To do good and communicate, forget not: for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased.

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.

“Remember them that are in bonds, as being bound
with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being
yourselves also in the body.

“Be not weary in well doing; forin due time ye shall
reap, if ye faint not.

“Farewel], God speed thee.”"—Simons’ Book
of the Commandery, page 30.

Third Guard (to Junior Warden and candidate)—
Who comes here? :

Junior War len—A weary pilgrim! traveling from

Note 102. —*‘The loss of a leg or a1m by a petitioner disqualifies hi .
celving the orders of knighthood."—Myers' Templar Marlzual, pizg;e"i;'{.om v
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afar, to join with those who oft have gone before and
offer his devotions at the holy shrine.

“EXHORTATION BY THE THI:D GUARD.

“ , I greet thee.

[“Here is some good bread and pure water, just such
as pilgrims need; help yourself.” The guard feeling in
his serip, says: ‘“Your bread is almost gone, I will put
in some; your water is almost spent, I will replenish
it.” ]

“Hearken to a lesson to cheer thee on thy way and
assure thee of success.

“Charity covereth a multitude of sins. If a brother
or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food; and one
of.you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed
and be ye filled; notwithstanding ye give them not
those things which are needful for the body; what doth
it profit?

“Now, may He who is able send you forth into the
world, ‘thoroughly furnished unto all good works,’ keep
you from falling into vice and error, improve, st ag’h-
en, establish and perfect you.

“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life.

“Farewell, ———. God speed thee.”—Simons' Book
of the Commandery, page 31.

| The Scripture readings termed *Exhortation by
First Guard,” ‘Second Guard” and “Third Guard”, are
entirely different in different jurisdictions. The fol-
lowing is from Myers' Templar Manual:]

“EXHORTATIONS.
““FIRST.

., I greet thee.
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“Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give
I unto thee.

“Hearken to a lesson to cheer thee on thy way, and :
assure thee of success.

EKNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGRER.

“And Abraham rose up ~arly in the morning, and
took bread and a bottle of water and gave it unto Hagar .
(putting it on her shoulder) and the child, and sent her

away, and she departed and wandered in the wilderness,

and the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the ]
child under one of the shrubs; and the angel of God
called to Hagar out of heaven, saying, Arise, lift up the %
lad and hold him in thine hand, for I will make him a 3
great natiou; and God opened her eyes, and she saw a
By faith Abraham sojourned in the i)
land of promise as in a strange country, dwelling in #
tabernacles; for he looked for a city which had founda- g

well of water.

tions, whose builder and maker is God. Be ye there-
fore followers of Gtod as dear children, rejoicing in the
Lord always; and again I say, reioice.
“Farewell . God speed thee on thy way.”
“SECOND.
—, I greet thee.

“If a brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily
food, and one of you say, Depart in peace, be ye warmed
and filled, and ye give them not of those things which
are needful for the body, what doth it profit? To do

13

good and communicate forget not, for with such sac- " &

rifices God is well pleased. Beware, lest, any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain deceit; after the tra-
ditions of men; after the rudiments of the world and
not after Christ; for in him dwelleth all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily.

“Farewell ———. Glod speed thee on thy way.”

¢ ceiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me.
Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.
Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find
% rest unto your souls, for My yoke is easy and my bur-
den is light.
of these little ones a cup of cold water only, in the
name of a disciple, verily 1 say unto you he shall in no
wise lose his reward.
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“THIRD,

Y —, T greet thee.
“He that receiveth you receiveth Me, and he that re-
Come unto

Take My yoke upon you and learn of

Whosoever shall give to drink unto one

“Farewell Grod speed thee on thy way.”

Junior Wairden (with candidate at asylum door;
twelve raps.)

Warder—Eminent Commander, there is an alarm.

Eminent Commander— Ascertain the cause.

Warder—Who comes here?

Junior Warden—A poor and weary pilgrim, travel-
ing from afar, who having performed three long years
of pilgrimage, now desires, if it so pleases the Eminent
Coinmander, to dedicate the four remaining years to
deeds of more exalted usefulness, and if found worthy,
his strong desire is to be admitted among those valiant
knights whose well-earned fame has spread both far
and wide for deeds of charity and pure beneficence.

Warder——Wha)t security can he offer that he is no
impostor?

Junior Warden—The commendation of your Junior
Warden, who recommends to the Eminent Commander
a remission of the four remaining years.

Warder—Let him wait with patience and persever-
ence till the pleasure of the Eminent Commander is
made known.
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[ The same dialogue occurs between Warder and Emi-
nent Commander. ]

Eminent Commander—What security can he offer
that he is no impostor?

Warder—The commendation of a valiant and mag-
nanimous Sir Knight, our Junior Warden, who recom-
mends to the Eminent Commander a remission of the

our remaining years. )

Eminent Commander—This being the case, Sir Knight
Prelate, you will conduct the weary pilgrim to the
holy altar, where after he has taken upon himself the
solemn vow of the order, invest him with sword and
buckler, so that as a pilgrim warrior he may pertorm
four years’ warfare as a trial of his constancy and
courage.

Senior Warden—Attention, Sir Knights! Form ave-
nue! | This is the same as forming cross; the knights
being formed in two rows on each side of altar, from
east to west facing inward, with swords crossed a few
inches from the point. See page 131. The avenue be-
ing formed the Prelate with candidate advance through
the lines to the altar. |

Prelate (to candidate)}—Thou hast craved permission
to pass through our solemn ceremonies and enter the
asylum of our Commandery, but before you can be per-
mitted to do so, you must take upon yourself the sol-

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

emn vows of our order. If it is still your wish to pro-

ceed you will kneel at our sacred altar in due form.
[He kneels on two cross swords, placing his hands on
cross swords which lie on the Bible, the cross swords
of the knights forming an arch ot steel overhead.

EKNIGHTS TEMPLAR OBLIGATION.
[, ——, of my own free will and accord and in the
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presence of the Sovereign Architect of the Universe
and Jhis Commandery of Knights Templar, do hereby
and hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise and
vow that I will ever keep and conceal the secrets™’ of
this order of knighthood, and never reveal the same ex-
cept it be to a true and lawful Sir Knight of the order,
or within the body of a regular and duly constituted
(‘onmandery of the same, until after due trial strict
ex:imination,or lawful information I find him o them
justly entitled to receive the same.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will ~ipport
and maintain the constitution, rules and edicts of the
Grand Encampment™* of the United States, tli2 stat-
utes and regulations of the Grand Commandery of the
the State of , the by-laws, rules and regulations
of i‘ Commandery,"” , or those of any other
Grand or Subordinate Commandery of Knights from
whose jurisdiction [ may hereafter hail, so fas as the
same shall come to my knowledge.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will answer

INITIATION.

NoTe 103.—*‘I am particularly struck oy a position or Abbe Barrel, ‘That
Jrreligion and unqualified Liberty anc Equatity, are the genuine and orig-
inal Secret of Freemasonry, and the ultimatum of a regqular progress
through all its degrees!’ He supports this remarkabie position with zrest in
zonuity and many pertinent facts.”—Zo0ison’s Proofs of a Cot sprracy
7 age 393,

Nork 104.—**It was by mcmbers o1 this *association [Order ot Kn.ghts ot the
femple] that Knight Templarism, a8 known {n America—comprising the three
degrees, viz: Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templar and Knight of Malta—
was in! roduced into the United States in 1808, and which degrees now compose
tﬁe highest grades of the American Masonic system. Dclegates from seven
Encampments of Enights Templar and one Council ot Red Cross—none of which
were located south or west of New York—organized in New York city, on the
20th of June, 1516, a General Grand Encampment for the United States. At
this assembly Hon. De Witt Clinton of New York, was elected General Grand
Master, and Thomas Smith Webb, Esq., of Boston, his Deputy. "— Rebold's His-

oryof Freemasonry, page 226.

NoTe 105.—*‘Each Commandery has penal jurisdiction over ali knights, non-
affiliated as well as affiliated, for violation of moral or ‘‘Yemplar law within iag
territorias Jurisdiction."—Myers’ Templar Manual, page A8
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and obey all summons from a regular Commandery of
Knights Templar or from a Sir Knight of the order, if
within the distance of forty miles, natural infirmities
and unavoidable accidents alone excnsing me.

I furthermore promise and vow that [ will help, aid
and assist with my counsel, my prayers and my sword
all poor and destitute Sir Knights of the order, their
widows and orphans, they applying to me as such, and
I finding them worthy and can do so without material
injury to myself or family.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will go the
distance of forty miles barefooted and on frozen ground
to save the life or relieve the distress of a worthy Sir
Knight, should his necessities require and my circum-
stances perumt. |

I furthermore promise and vow not to he present at
the opening of a Commandery of Knights Templar ex-
cept there be present atleast nine regular knights, my-
self included, or the representatives of three different
Commanderies working under legal warrants,

I furthermore promise and vow not to be present av
the conferring of the order upon any one except he
shall have regularly received all the necessary preceding
degrees, to the best of my knowledge and belief.

1 furthermore promise and vow that I will wield my
sword in the defense of innocent maidens,'® destitnte

Note 106.-- **The book D2s Erreurs et dela Verite, must therefore be con-
sidered as a classical book of these opinions, We know that it originated tn the
Loge des Chev. Bienfaisants at Lyons. We know that this lodge stood, as it
were, at the head of French Frcemasonry and that the fictitious order of Mason-
fc Knights Templar was formed in this Lodge and was considered as the model of
all the rest of this inimic chivalry.  They proceeded 8o far In this mummery,
as even to have the clerical tonsare. The Duke of Orleans, his son, the Elector
of Bavaria and some other German princes did not seruple at this mummery in
their own persons. Inall the Lodges of Reception, the Brother Orator never
faiicd to declaim on the topics of supcerstition, blind to the cxhibition he was
then making, or indifferent to the vile hypocrisy of it. We have in the 1ists of
orators and office-bearers many names of persons who have had an opportunity
at last of proclaiming their sentiments inpublic. Lequinio, author of the most
profligate book that ever disgraced a press, the Prejuge: vaincus par lg Raison,
was Warden In the Lodge Compacte Sociale."—Robison's Proofs of a Con-
biracy, page 44.
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widows, helpless orphans and the Christian™’ religion.

All this 1T most solemnly and sincerely promise and
vow, with a firm and steadfast resolution to keep and
perform the same, binding myself under no less pen-
alty'® than that of having my head smote off and
placed on the highest spire in Christendom, should I
ever willfully or knowingly violate any part of this
solemn obligation of a Knight Templar, so help me
God and keep me steadfast to keep and perform the
same.

Prelate—Arise!

Prelate—Pilgrim, by thy sandals, serip and staff [
judge thee to be a child of Humility. Charity and
hospitality are the grand characteristics of this valiant
and magnanimous order. In the character of a knight
you are bound to give alms to poor and weary pilgrims,
traveling from afar; to succor the needy, clothe the
naked, feed the hungry, and bind up the wounds of the
afflicted. We here wage war against the enemies of
innocent maidens, destitute widows, heipless orphans
and the Christian religion. It thou art desirous of en-

listing in this noble and-glorious warfare, lay aside thy

Note 107.—**The Mason Lodges In France [where Templarism was born] were
the hot-beds, where the sceds were sown and tenderly reared, of all the perni
clous doctrines which soon after choged every moral or religious cultivanon,
and have made the soclety worse than a waste—have made it a noisome marsh of
human corruption, filled with every ran. anua poisonous weed.”—Ko0bison's
Proofsof a Conspiracy, page 5.

Note 105.—* ‘It would be error in a Commandery to sustain a charge and then
refus. to infiict any punishment. "—Myers’ tempiar Lanual, page WY.
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staff and take up the sword, fighting thy
way manfully and with valor running thy
course. | He takes the sword and buck-
ler.] And may the Almighty who is a
strong tower of defense to all those who
put their trust and contidence in him, be
now and forever thystrength and thy sal-
vation.

Prelate (continuing)—Pilgrim, having
now taken up the sword we expect that
" you will make a public declaration of the

_— cause in which you wield 1it. Do as I do
> and repeat after me, “I will wield my

Pligrim warrior. sword (flourishes sword over his head) 1n
the defense of innocent maidens, (sword flourish) des-
titute widows, (flourish) helpless orphans (flourish) and
the Christian religion (another flourisk).

Prelate (continuing)—Pilgrim, placing confidence in
this thy profession, Sir Knight our Senior Warden will
invest you with the Pilgrim Warrior's pass and under
his direction, as a trial ot your courage and constancy,
we assign to you four years’ warfare, and may success
and victory attend you. _Senior Warden instructs the
candidate in giving the Pilgrim Warrior's pass on
page 186.]

Senior Warden—Pilgrim, follow me, do as I do and
repeal after me: [ will wield my sword, etc. [same as
before, swinging their swords in same manner, when
they pass to the First Guard. | _

First Guard—Who comes here?

Senior Warden—A pilgrim warrior, traveling from
afar, seeking the accomplishment of valorous deeds te
ennoble his name.
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First Guard—Whither bound?

Senior Warden—To the asylum.'”

First Guard—How do you expect to gain admission?

Senior Warden—By the Pilgrim Warcior's pass.

First Guard—Advance and give it: (Given same as
on page 186.)

Second Guard—Who comes here?

Senior Warden—A pilgrim warrior traveling from
afar, seeking the accomplishment of valorous deeds to
ennoble his name. .

Second Gtuard— Whither bound?

Senior Warden—To the asylum.

Second Guurd—How do you expect to gain admis-
sion ? .

Sentor Warden—By the Pilgrim Warrior’s pass.

Second Guard—Advance and give it. (He gives it
and passes on.)

Third Guard—Who comes here?

Senior Warden—A pilgrim warrior, etc.

Third Guard—W hither bound?

Senior Warden—To the asylum.

Third Guard—How do you expect togain admission ?

Senior Warden—By the Pilgrim Warrior’s pass.

Third Guard—Advance and give it. (He gives it
and passes on.)

Senior Warden (at asylum door, twelve raps.)

Warder—Eminent Commander, there is an alarm.

Eminent Commander—Ascertain the cause.

Warder—Who comes here? :
Senior Warden—A pilgrim warrior, who having per-

NoTe 109.—¢‘The inner portion of a Commandery of Knights Templar .3 termeé
the asylum. It {8 the apartment in which the final ceremonies of an .nitiation
are performed. The idea of an asylum is evidently borrowed from that of tltive
of refuge under the Mosalc Law.”—Morri8’ Ui« iri. dsyium,
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formed three long years of warfare now solicits the re-
mission of the remaining year, and craves the honors
and awards that await the valiant Templar.

Warder—What security can he offer that he is no
impostor?

Senior Warden—The commendations of your Senior
Warden, who recommends to the Eminent Commander
a remission of the remaining year.

Warder—By what further right or benefit does he
expect to gain admission?

Senior Warden—By the Pilgrim Warrior's pass.

W arder—Has he that pass?

Senior Warden—He has.

Warder—Advance and communicate it. (Hegivesit.)

Warder—You will wait with courage and constancy
until the pleasure of the Eminent Communder i made
known. [Same dialogue between Warder and Eminent
Commander follows. ]

Eminent Commander—Let him enter the asylum.

Warder (to Senior Warden)—Let him enter the asy-
lum. (Senior Warden and candidate approach in front
of Eminent Commander.)

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, having now gained
admission within our asylum, what profession have you
to make in testimony of your fitness to be received a
knight among our number?

Senior Warden (for candidate)—I now declare in all
truth and soberness that I hold no enmity or ill-will
against a soul on earth that I would not cheerfully rec-
oncile, should I find in turn a corresponding disposi-
tion.

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, the sentiments you
utter are worthy of the cause in which you are engaged,

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.
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but we require still stronger proofs of your faithfulness.
The proofs that we demand are that vou participate
with us in five libations.””® The elements of these liba-
tions are four of them wine and water; the fifth pure
wine; this being accomplished we will receive and rank
you a knight among our number. Have you any re-
pugnance to participate in these libations?

Senior Warden—We are willing to conform to all
the established usages and customs of the order.

Eminent Commander—Advance to the base of the
triangle and do as I do and repeat after me.

First Libation—To the memory of our ancient Grand
Master, Solomon, King of Israel. (Both take a wine-
glass of wine and water from the table, drink it and
then give the drinking sign, by drawing glass across
throat.)

Second Libation—To the memory of our ancient
Grand Master, Hiram, King of Tyre. (Both drink
and give sign.)

Third Libation—To the memory of our ancient op-
erative Grand Master, Hiram Abif, the widow’s son,
who lost his life in the defense of his mtegrlty (Both
drink again and give sign.)

Eiminent Commander—Pilgrim, these libations in
honor of the illustrious Grand Masters of Ancient
Craft Masonry are»taken in acknowledgement of our
connection with, and veneration for, that ancient and
honorable institution: but the order to which you

INITIATION.

Note 110.—*‘‘LiBaTioN.—The libation was a very ancient ceremony, and
among the Greeks and Romans, constituted an essential part of every sacrifice.
The mater{al of the libation differed according to the different deities in honor
of whom they were made, but wine was the most usual. Libations are still used
in some of the higher degrees of Masonry."—Mackey's Lexicon, Art. Libation.
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now seek to unite, is founded upon the Christian'"' re-
ligion and the practice of the Christian virtues;'* you

_Will therefore attend to a lesson from the holy evangel-
ist. (Prelate reads.)

FIRST “LESSON FROM THE HOLY EVANGELIST.

“Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went
unto the chief priests and said unto them, What will
ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And
they covenanted with him for thirty piece; of silver.
A'nd from that time he sought opportunity to betray
him. Now the first day of the feast of unleavened
bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saying uato him
Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat thé
passover? And he said, Go into the city to such a man
and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at
h?,nd; I will keep the passover at thy house with my
lisciples. And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed
them; and they made ready the passover. Now when
the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. And
as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one
of you shall betray me. And they were exceeding
sc?rrowful, and began every one of them to say unto
h}ln, Lord, is it I? And he answered and said, He that
dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the sa,me shall
bgtray me. The Son of man goeth, as it is written of
him; but wo unto that man by whom the Son of man is

Nore1ll.—*‘The rule of St. Ber
. nard, which had been adopted for thei -
::11::111.:1,1 :;iscrlbeddflotr t.herxln & dress, consisting of a white mantle ‘thatrtg:)): !
pressced it, ‘who have cast behind thom adark lif : ¥

I e, may kn

:ﬁ:y;re to commend themselves to their Creator.by a pure and wmtyelfi f(:\w’ th’;t
8 Pope El:'genlus. some years afterward, added a r | cross as a s mb 1 y
mertyrdom.”— Mackey's Lexicon,, Art. Knight Templar ymbol of

Y}
Norter 112. In 1128, they received a rule or system of regulations from the

Pope, which had been drawn ex
xpressly for the v
Lexicon, Art. Knight Templar. y for them by St. Bernard."-—Mackey &
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betrayed! It had been good for that man if he had not
been horn. Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered
and said, Master, is it I> He said unto him, Thou hast
<a1d.—Matt. 26: 14-25."—Simons’ Book: of the Comiman-
dery, page 32.

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, the twelve tapers
you here observe burning around this triangle cor-
' respond in number to the apostles of our Saviour while
f'  on earth, one of whom fell by transgression and be-
trayed his Lord and Master; and, as a constant admoni-
tion for you to pursue the
paths of truth, virtue and
brotherly love and a perpet-
ual memorial of the apostasy
of Judas Iscariot,”® you
are required by the rules of
our order to extinguish oue
of these tapers; and let it
teach you this important

R

1 . Triangle and twelve tapers.
: Jesson, that he who would violate his vow or betray his
trust is worthy of no better fate than that which Judas
z suffered. [Candidate extinguishes one taper, when the
#  Generalissimo and Captain General uncover the human
skull resting on the Bible in the center of the table on
g acoffin.]

) Ewninent Commander—Pilgrim, you here behold an
. emblem of mortality upheld by Divinity, a human
skull resting on the Holy Scriptures, which teaches us
that amidst all the trials and vicissitudes of life that we
. are deslined to endure while traveling through tlis
; vale of tears, afirm reliance on Divine Provilence ¢

¥ R
! Norz 113.—*‘The defection of Judas Iscariot is marked as the infamous model
of treachery, through all ages,.—Morris’ Dict.. Art. Jesus Christ.
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alone insure us that comfort and consolation in the ]
gloomy hour of dissolution which the world can nei-

IE.
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ther give nor take away. You will again attend to a

lesson from the holy evangelist. (Prelate reads.)

SECOND “LESSON FROM THE HOLY EVANGELIST.

“Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 5;
Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples Sit ye here, ;
while I go and pray yonder.

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry
ye here, and watch with me. And he went a little far-
ther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nev-
ertheless, not as 1 will, but as thou wilt. And he com-
eth unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and
saith unto Peter, What! could ye not watch with me
one hour! Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak. He went away again the second time, and
prayed. saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass
away from me, except I drink it, thy wi 1 be done. And
he came and found them asleep again for their eyes
were heavy. And he left them, and went away again,
and prayed the third time, saying the same words.
Then cometh he unto his disciples, and saith unto them,
Sleep on now, and take your rest; behold the hour is
at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners. Rise, let us be going; behold, he is at
hand that doth betray me. And while he yet spake, lo!
Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great
ranltitude, with swords and staves, from the chief

And he took with him '
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be

sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he unto them, :

priests and elders of t.he peOp}e.

him. gave thera a sign, saylng,
kiss, that same is he: hold him fast.
. he came to Jesus, and
¥ him.—Matt. 26: 36-50."'—Simons’ Book
. mandery, page 33.

INITIATION. 219

Now he that betrayed
Whomsoever I shall
And forthwith
said, Hail, Master; and kissed
of the Com~

Eminent Commander (taking skull in his ha.nd.s)——
How striking is this emblem of mortality, once anima-
ted like us, but now has ceased to act and think. I'ts
vital energies are extinct, and all the powers c?f l}fe
have ceased their operations. To such an end pllgt:lm
and Sir Knight, are we all hastening. Then let us 1im-
prove the short space allotted to us that when our
weak and frail bodies like this memento s.hall be re-
duced to sepulchral dust and ashes, our d1§embod1ed
spirits may soar aloft to that bles.?ed region where
dwells light and life eternal. You will again attend to
alesson. (Prelate reads.)

THIRD “LESSON FROM THE HOLY EVANGELIST.

“When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but
that rather a tumult was made, he took water, a-nd
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am in-
nocent of the blood of this just person; see ye to it.
Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be
on us and on our children. Then released he Barabb.a,s
unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he deliv-
ered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of iche gov-
ernor took Jesus into the common hall, and gatheljed
unto him thé whole band of soldiers. And they strip-
ped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. An.d when
they had platted a crown of thorns they put 1t upon
his head, and & reed in his right hand; aud they boweu

]
!
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i room, when Senior Warden gives twelve stamps on
- floor.)
3 Guard—Who comes here?

220 KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail,
king of the Jews! And they spit upon him, and took -:
the reed and smote him on the head. And after that “]

AT DETRELR TwewToF e TIRL R o
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they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him,

and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to -
And as they came out, they found a man
of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to :

crucify hini.

bear his cross. And when they were come unto a place
called Golgotha, that is to say. A place of a skull, they
gave him vinegar to drink, mingled with gall; and
when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. And
they crucified him and parted his garments, casting
Jots; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet; They parted my garments among them,
and upon my vesture did they cast lots. And sitting
down, they watched him1 there; and set up over his
head his accusation, written, THis 18 JESus THE Kina
oF THE JEWs.—Matt. 27: 24-37."—Simons’ Book of the
Commandery, page 35.

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, we will now partici-
pate in the fourth libation, to the memory of Simon of
Cyrene, who was compelled to bear the cross. (Both
drink and give the drinking sign.)

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, before you can be
permitted to participate in the fifth libation, I shall en-
join upon you one years’ penance, as a trial of your
faith and humility, which you will perform wunder the
direction of our Senior and Junior Wardens, with this
emblem of humility a human skull, in one hand, and
this emblem of faith, a lighted taper, in the other; take
them and travel to the sepulchre of our Saviour. (Aec-
companied by the Wardens he marches around awhile,
and 18 finally conducted to the door of a small, dark

R i BESILR
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Senior Warden—A pilgrim penitent, who craves per-
mission here awhile to rest and offer up his devotions.
Guard—How does he expect to gain admission?
Senior Warden—By the benefit of the Pilgrim Pen-
itent’s pass.
Guard—Has he that pass?
Senior Warden—He has it not; I have it for him.
Guard—Advance and communicate it. (It 1s given,
same as Pilgrim Warrior’s pass on page 186, and under
the swords the word GoLaoTHA, 18 whispered.)
Guard—You have my permission to enter the Sepul-
chre. [Candidate kneels as directed in the entrance
and the Senior Warden reads.
FOURTH “LESSON FROM THE HOLY EVANGELIST.
“Although it is appointed unto all men once to die,
yet the Scriptures inform us that the Saviour of the
world arose from the dead, and ascended into heaven;
there forever he is seated on the throne of majesty ca
high; and they also assure us, that all who have receivea
him for their righteousness, and put their trust in him,
shall rise to life everlasting. |
“In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn, to-
ward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary, to see the sepulchre. And behold
there was a great earthquake; for the angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone from the door, and sat uponit. His countenance
was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: and
for fear of him the keepers did shake, and become as
dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the



293 KNIGHTS TEMPL\R DEGRER.

women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus,
which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as
he sai.d‘ Come, see the place where the Lord lay: and
go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from
the dead; and behold he goeth before you into Galilee;
there shall ye see him: lo! I have told you. And they
fleparted quickly from the sepulchre, with fear and great
Joy, and did run to bring his disciples word.

"And as they went to tell his disciples, behold Jesus
met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held
him by the feet, and worshiped him.

. “And he led them out as far as to Bethany; and he
lifted up his hands and blessed them. And it came to
Pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them
and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy."—Simons’
Book of the Commander , page 36.

[ Candidate is now bid to arise, is conducted near the
table, and the rdom being darkened. he beholds at some
distance a brilliantly lighted transparency, representing
th(? resurrection and ascension: of Chfist, when thz
knights sing the following:]

ODE.

““Music—O0ld Hundred.

*‘The rising God forsakes the tomb!
Up to his Father's court he flics;

Cherubic legions guard him hoine,
Andgshout him welcome to the skies,

*‘Break off your tears, ye saints, and tel '
How high our Great Deliv'rer relgnss

Bing how he spoil’d the hosts of heti,
Andled the monster, Death, in chalns,

*‘Say live forever, wondrous Kirig,
born to redeem, ang strong to save;

Then ask the tyrant, *Where's thy sting?
And where's thy vict'ry, boasting grave?'

=-Simons’ Book of the Commandery, page 33.
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Prelate—Pilgrim, the scene before you represents
the conclusion of the hallowed sacrifice offered by the
Redeemer of the world to propitiate the anger ol an
offended Deity. This sacred volume informs us that
our Saviour after having suffered the painsof death de-
scended into the place of departed spirits; that on the
third day he burst the bands of death, triumphed over
the grave, and in due time ascended with transcendent
majesty to heaven, where he now sits on the right hand
of our Heavenly Father, a Mediator and Intercessor
for all those who puf their faith in him. I will now
invest you with an emblem of that faith. (Suspends a
black cross from his neck.) It is also anemblem of our
order, which you will wear as a constant memorial for
you to imitate the virtues of that immaculate Jesus'™
who died that you may live.

Pilgrim, the scenes through which you are now pass-
ing are calculated to deeply impress the mind, and 1
hope will have a happy and lasting effect upon your
faith, life and conduct.

You were first, as a trial of your patience and perse-
verance, enjoined to perform seven years' pilgrimage.
It represented toyou the great pilgrimage of life through
which we are all passing. We are all weary pilgrims,
anxiously looking forward toward that asylum where
we shall rest from our labors and be at peace forever.

You were next, as a trial of your courage and con-
stancy, enjoined to perform four years’ warfare. Tt
represented to you the constant warfare with the lying

NoTe 114. —**Jesus CBR1sT.—The birth, life, death, resur-ection and ascension
of this exalted personage constitute the sublime lessons of the Knights Templar
order, which {s emphatically the Christian branch of Masonry. The passage
fromw the Gospelsthat describe his Passion are read during tne ceremontes,”— Mo
ris- 0L, Art. Jesus Christ.
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vanities and deceits of this wicked world, in which it is
necessary for us always to be engaged.

You are now, as a trial of your faith and humility,
performing a penance. Of this our Lord and Saviour
has left us a bright example; for although he was the
eternal Son of God, he humbled himself to be born of
a woman, to endure the pains and afflictions incident to
human nature, and finally to suffer a cruel and igno-
minious death upon the cross.

It is also a trial of that faith which will conduct you
safely over the dark gulf of everlasting death and land
your enfranchised spirit in the peaceful abode of the
Llessed.

Pilgrim, keep ever in your memory this awful truth:
You know not how svon you may be called to render
an account to that Supreme Judge from whom not
even the most minute act of your life is hidden. For
although you now stand erect in all the pride of beauty
and streng h of manhood, in a few short hours you
may become a pale and lifeless corpse. This moment
even, while I yet speak, the angel of death may receive
the fatal mandate to strike you from the roll of exist~
ence, and the friends who now sarround you be called
upon to perform the last sad duty of laying yon in the
ground a banquet for worniz, and this fair body become
as the miserable relic you now hold in yourhand. [He
ho ds a skull in one hand,a taper in the other.}

Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full
of sorrow, he cometh up as a flower and is cut down,
ae fleeth also as a shadow and continueth not. In the
midst of life we are in death; of whom muay we seek
for succor, but of thee, O God, who for our sins art most
justly displeased.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DFEGREE.
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1 heard a voice from heaven saying unto me 'erte,
“from henceforth blessed are the dead who die thg
Lord, even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their
labors.” Be ye also ready, and rest assured that a firm
£aith in the truths therein revealed will afford. you com-
£ort and consolation in the gloomy hour of dlssplutlop,
and insure to you eternal and immortal bappiness in
the world to come. Amen and amen. [Thg room 18
lighted up again and the Wardens conduct him to the
asvlum curtain, or door, when Senior Warden stamps

on floor twelve times.]
Warder—Eminent Commander, there is an alarm.
Eminent Commander—Ascertain the cause.
Warder—Who comes here? Who dares approach
our sacred asylum and disturb our meditations?
Senior Warden—A pilgrim penitent, who, having
performed his allotted year of penance, now seeks to
participate in the fifth libation and thereby seal his

faith. .
Warder—What security does he offer that he 1s 1o
impostor? . .
Senior Warden—The commendations of twq valiant
and magnanimous knights, our Scnior and Junior War-
dens.
Warder—By what further right or benefit does he
expect to gain admission within our asylu.m.l'“’ .
Senior Warden-—By the benefit of the Pilgrim Peni-
tent’s pass. .
Warder—Has he that? . .
Senior Warden—He has it not, but I have it for him.

Note 115.—*‘Asylum.—During the sesslon of a Commandery of Knights
Templar, a part of the room {s called the a_aylum’, the word has hitix:]:e
been adopted; by the figure synecdoche, to signify the place of meeting
of a Commandery.''—Mackey’s Lexicon, Art., Asylum.
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Warder—Advance and give it.

Senior Warden—GoLGOTIIA.
plained page 221.)

Warder—You will wait with faith and humility until
the pleasure of the Eminent Commander is made
known. :

Warder (at his post)—Eminent Commander, ihe
alarm is caused by a pilgrim penitent, who, having per-
formed his allotted ycar of penitence, now seeks to par-
ticipate in the fifth libation and thereby sesl his faith.

Eminent Commander—What sccurity does he offer
that he is no impostor?

Warder—The commendations of two valiant and
magnanimous knights, our Senior and Junior War-
dens.

Eminent Commander—By what further right or
benefit does he expect to gain admission within our
asylum ?

Warder—By the benefit of the Pilgrim Penitent's
pass.

Eminent Commander—Ilas he that?

Warder—He lhas it not, but his conductor has it for
-him.

Eminent Commander—Advance and give it.

Warder—Govrcotiia.  (Given same as before.)

Eminent Commander—Let him enter. (Warder
communicates the answer and they cnter.)

Eminent Commander—Who have you there in charge,
Sir Knights?

Senior Warden—A pilgrim penitent, who, having
performed his alloted year of penance, now seeks to par-
ticipale in the fifth libation and thereby seal his faith.

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, your year of penance
is indeed ended, but your ferm of penance is not ended,

(Given same as ex-

INITIATION. 27

neither can it end until this mortal shall have put on
immertality ; for all men have erred, and error nceds
repentance. In granting your request we can only offer
you coarse diet, rough habit and severe dutics. If on
these conditions you are still desirous of enlisting under
our banners, you will advance and kncel at the base of
the triangle. (He kneels as indicated.)

Eminent Commander (continuing)—Pilgrim, the
fifth libation is taken in the most solemn and impres-
sive manner. We cannot too often be reminded that
we are born to die, and the fifth libation is an emblem
of that bitter cup of death of which we must all, sooner
or later, partake, and from which the Saviour of the
world was not exempt.

It is taken in the most solemn manner, in pure wine
and from this cup. (Shows him a human skull into
which he pours the wine.) To show you that we prac-
tice no imposition, I now give you this pledge. (Drinks,
and after drinking turns the skull bottom up to show
it is empty, when he pours in more wine and hands
skull to candidate. In come Commanderies the Emi-
ncnt Commander here adds: “Have you any repug-
nance to participate in the fifth libation ?”” when Senior
Warden answers for candidate: “I am willing to con-
form to the requirements of the order.”)

' FIFTH LIBATION.

Eminent Commander (continuing)—Repeat after
me. This pure wine I now take in testimony of my
belief in the mortality of the body and the immortality
of the soul; and as the sins of the whole world were
once visited upon the head of our Saviour, so may all
the sins of the person whose skull this once was, in
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addition to my own, be heaped upon my head, and may
this libation appear in judgment against me, both here
and hereafter, should I ever knowingly or willfully vio-
late this my most solemn vow of a Knight Templar;
o help me God and keep me steadfast. You will
partake of the wine. (Candidate drinks the wine from
the skull.)

Enforcing Fifth Libation.

IIminent Commander—Attention,, Sir Knights]
(KXnights form around candidate.) Handle swords!

Eminent Commander—Draw swords!

Eminent Commander—Charge! (See cut.)

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, you here behold the
swords of your companions presented to your unpro-
tected breast, ever ready to avenge any wilful violatio
of the vows you have just taken. ’

Lminent Commander—Form cross! (Swords are
crossed over candidate’s head.)

Iiminent Commandcr (continuing)—But while you
remain faithful to these vows I give you the mystic
assurance of this glittering arch of stecl that these with
thousands of others will leap from their scabbards in
the defense of vour cause.

INITIATION. 29

Eminent Commander—Attention, Sir Knights! Ie-
turn swords!

Eminent Commander—To your posts—march!

Eminent Commander—Pilgrim, this is called ‘*he
sealed libation, and an agrecment so made, or obliga-
tion entered into, is considered by Knight Templars as
more sacred and binding than any others. You will
again attend to a lesson. (Prclate reads.)

FTFTII “LESSON FROM THE HOLY EVANGELIST.

“And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of
the disciples, and said, (the number of the names to-
gether were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and
brethren, this Scripture must necds have been fulfilled
which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake
before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that
took Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had
obtained*part of this ministry. Now, this man pur-
chased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling
headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his
bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the
dwellers at Jerusalem ; insomuch as that field is called,
in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The
field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms,
Let his habitation 'be desolate, and let no man dwell
therein; and his bishopric let another take.” Where-
fore, of these men which have companied with us, all

the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
beginning from the baptism of Joln unto that same



O

—spET

R AR T I IRT T

230 KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained
to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they
appointed two, Joseph, called Barsabas, who was sur-
named Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and
said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men,
show whether of these two thou hast chosen, that he
may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from
which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to
his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the
lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the
cleven apostles—Acts 1:15-26.”—Simons” Book of the
Commandery, page 39.

Generalissimo—Eminent Commander, I seec by the
extinguished taper on our triangle there is a vacancy
in our asylum; I move it be filled by some one who has
passed through our solemn cercmonies.

Eminent Commander—We will fill it by lot. TLet the
lot be cast. (‘They cast lots and candidate is chosen.)

Eminent Commander—DPilgrim, the lot has fallen
upon you.'** In token of your acceptance of this high
honor, you will re-light the extinguished taper, (can-
didate lights it; three raps, all risc), and may the Lord
lift upon you the light of his rcconciled countenance
and keep you from falling.

Eminent Commander (continuing)—You will now
kncel. By virtue of the high power and authority in
me vested, as the representative®” of Hugh de Payens
and Geoffery de St. Omer, I do now dub and create you,

Note 116.—*‘The vacancy produced by the apostasy and death of Judas
Iscariot belng now filled, a heuarty welecome i3 extended to the bosom of
a soclety whose prineiples ire desigred to defend and protect the true
and faithful among them.'’—8ickels’ Mchitcr, Part 4, page 40.

Note 117.—“The Piecejtor then sald: ‘'In the name ¢f God, and of
Mary our dear Lady. and in the name of St. Peter of Rome. and of our
father the Pope. and fn the name of all the brethren of the Temple we
receive you to all the good works of the order.””—Mackey's Lexicon, Art.

'; Knight Templar.
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, a knight*1® of this most valiant'’® and magnan-
imous order of Knights Templar.??°

Eminent Commander (continuing)—Arise, Sir
Knight! and with this hand (reaches out his hand) re-
ceive a hearty welcome into the bosom of a society

ever ready to assist, protect and defend you. I now

Note 118.—‘‘The Pilgrim Penitent, having performed his term of pen-
ance, is entitled to receive the rewards that awalt the vallant Templar.”
—8ickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 39,

Note 119,—*‘The hlstory of this valiant and magnanimous order is full
of interest. Originally established to protect and defend those who came
on pilgrimages to the holy shrines, they assumed the name of ‘Poor Fel-
low Soldiers of Christ.” Taking vows of poverly and celibacy, the device
upon the great seal of the order was two knights riding upon one horse.
Their costume was a white mantle. teaching them to commend them-
Belves to God by a spotless life; to this a red cross was afterward added
as an emblem of martyrdom. Their banner, styled ‘‘Beauseant,”” was
<o mposed of alternate stripes of black and white, {implying that while
they were fair and engaging to their friends, they were da 'k and terrible
to their enemies.

““The prosperity of thls order was unprecedented. The most eminent
warriors and noblemen of Europe entered its ranks. The Knights of the
Temple became the bulwark of the Holy Land against the Saracens.
France, England and other countries formed assoclations (Priories) of
Templar Knights, each with its own Grand Master and other officers.
Such great wealth was accumulated In the treasuries of the order that
in the year 1185 i{ts annpal income represented a sum equal to thirty
millions of dollars. But wealth and prosperity naturally led to licen-
tlousness, neglect of Templar law and In the end destruction. In the
year 1307, the Grand Master of the order, Jaques de Molay, was arrested
at Paris with sixty of his knights and {mprisoned upon ehargces of
fdolatry and other crimes. Shortly afterward 211 the Knights Templar
in France were put in prison at Paris. May 12, 1310, fifty-four of them
were burnt alive. March 18, 1314, the Grand Master, with three of hils
most eminent officers, suffered in like manner. The great possessions of
the order were now confiscated and the soclety suppressed, both by the
Pope and the leading monarchs of Europe.’’—Morris’ Dict., Art. Templar
Knight.

Note 120.—‘‘Since the begitning of the present century, the principal
rites created have been the Anelent and Accepted Seottish Rite, the Rite
of Misraim and the Rite of Memphis. Regarding some two 6r three
others, however, a8 worthy of notice, we will mention them:

‘“1, The ordar of Modern Templars, constituted the 4th of November,
1804, by virtue of an old constitution, found in the possession of a
brother, and according to whlch the founders afterward pretended to he
the legitimate successors of the Knights of the Temple.””—Rebold’s H:s-
tory of Freemasonry, page 225.
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with much pleasure present you with the sword.!?* In
the hands of a valiant and magnanimous knight it is
endowed with the most excellent qualities; its hilt with
justice impartial; its blade with fortitude undaunted
and its point with mercy, and it teaches us this import-
ant lesson: That we should be well assured of the
justice of the cause in which we draw éur swords.
Being thus assured, we should persevere with the most
undaunted fortitude, until we have subdued our ere-
mies, then consider them as such no longer, but extend
to them the most noble attribute of Deity, mercy. Take
it and wield it valiantly in the cause of knighthood.

Emineni Commander—I1 will now invest you with
the due-guard of a Knight Templar. (Gives it as on
page 191.) And this is the grand hailing sign:

KNIGHT TEMPLAR GRAND HAILING SIGN,

Right foot crossed!** over the
left as shown in cut. Arms and
hands extended and head in-
clined to the right. Then say,
“In hoc signo vinces,” the motto
of the order. It is pretended
that Christ hung on the cross in
this manner.

K. T. Grand Halling Sign.

Ncte 171.—*‘The sword, in the hands of a vallant snd magnamimous
knight, I8 crdowed with the sublime quszlities of Justice, Fortitude and
Mercy.””—S8ickels’ Moniter, Fart 4, page 40.

Note 122,—‘Cross Legged.—It wers an invariable custom in the Mid-
dle Ages, in laving out the body .of a Knight Templar after death, to
cross one leg over the other; and in all the monuments of these knights
now remaining in the various churches of Europe, there will always be
found an image of tne person burled sculptured on the stone, lying on
a oler in this cross-legged position, Templars of the present day will
readily counect this posture with an appropriate portion of the degree as
now conferred. When in the 6th century a portlon of the Kuights Tem-
plar of Scotland united themselves with a Masonic lodge at Stirling they
were commonly known by the name of the ‘Cross-legged Ma<ons.’” It was
I presume given In allusion to this funeral posture of the Templars, and
a ‘Cross-legged Msuson’ would, therefore, be synonymous with a Masonic
Knight Templar.’’--Mackey’'s Lexicon, Art. Cross-Legged.
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR GRIP,

A. interlaces the fingers of his
right hand with left hand of B.
and his left hand with right hand
of B., arms of each being cross.d
as shown in cut; then say
“IMMANUEL,” which is the im-
maculate word.

Knighta Templar Grip.

Eminent Commander (handing him a baldric or K.
T. sash)—Woear this baldric, the ensign of our order;
(hands him a metal star) and this star the emblem of
the reward which the great Capiain of our Salvation
has promised to those who conquer in his name. Wear
his emblem of himself, he being the bright morning
star whose rising brought health and salvation to man-
kind and light to them who sat in darkness and the
shadow of death. Bear this ever in mind and continue
his faithful soldier until death.

[Sometimes a long history of the degree now fol-
lows, called a lecture, and it may be in narrative form

as in some previous degrees, or in catechetical or dia-
logue form.] ’



CHAPTER XX.

TweLrTl, oR KXNI1GHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.
LECTURE, OR EXAMINATION.

Emanent Commander—Are you a XKnight Tem-
plar 7%

Candidate—That is my title.

L'minent Commander—Where were you created a
Knights Templar?

Candidale—In a just and lawful Commandery of
Knights Templar.

Eminent Commander—What number compose such
a Commandery?

Candidote—There is an indispensable number and a
constitutional number. ‘

Eminent Commander—What is the indispensatle
number ?

Candidate—Three.

Eminent Commander—Under what circumstances
may three Knights Templar open and form a Com-
mandery ? ' ,

Candidate—Three Knights Templar, hailing from
three different Commanderies, may, under the sanction

Note 123.—‘‘We have every reason for believing that the knights who
visited Palestine organized their chivalric system upon the model of the
Muasonic institutions which existed there. and Into which, we may also
presume, that most of them were admitted. Upon this subject we have
something more than mere conjecture to direct us, for we are i{nformed
by Adler, who wrote an account of the Assoclation of Druses on Mount
Libanus, that the Knights Templar were actually members of the Syriae
fraternities.””—Mackey’'s Lexicon, Art. Knighthood, Orders of.
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LECTURE. 235

of a warrant from some Grand Commandery or from
the Grand Encampment of the United States, form and
operate a Commandery of Knights Templar for the
dispatch of business.

Eminent Commander—What is the constitutional
number?

Candidate—XNinc, cleven, or more.

Eminent Commander—\When composed of eleven, of
whom does it consist?

Candidate—The Eminent Commander, Generalis-
gimo, Captain General, Prelate, Senior Warden, Junior
Warden, Treasurer, Recorder, Standard Bearer, Sword
Bearer and Warder.

[The catechism in reference to position of each offi-
cer in the Commandery and his duties, as on pages 193
to 196, is nexi in order, but is often omitted in the
“lecture.”]

Eminent Commander—What were the preparatory
circumstances attending your reception into this most
valiant and magnanimous order?

Candidate—I was conducted to the Chamber of Re-
flection, where I was left in silence and solitude to re-
flect upon three questions which were left me in writing.

Eminent Commander—\What were your answers?

Candidate—They were satisfactory to the Eminent
Commander, but as a trial of my paticnce and perse-
verance he enjoined upon me the performance of seven
years of pilgrimage clothed in pilgrim’s weeds.

Eminent Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—I was then invested with sandals, siaff
and scrip and commenced my tour of pilgrimage, but
soon was accosted by a guard who demanded of me:
“Who comes here ?”
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Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate—A weary pilgrim, traveling from afar to
join with those who oft have gone before and offer his
devotions at the holy shrine.”

Eminent Commander—What said the guard?

Candidate—*“Pilgrim, 1 greet thee. Silver and gold
have I none; but such as I have, give 1 unto thee.”

Emwment Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—A fter having participated in the refresh-
ments the guard said: “Pilgrim, hcarken now to a
lesson to cheer thee on thy way and assure thee of suc-
cess.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—IIe then read the following lesson: “Let
the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted.
Come untpo Me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden,
and T will give you rest.

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example
that we should follow his steps. For ye were as sheep
going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd
and Bishop of your souls.

“Let, thercfore, brotherly love continue.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—He then took me by the hand and said,
“Farewell, brother. God specd thee.”

Eminent Commander—\Vhat followed?

Candidate—I still pursued my pilgrimage, but was
often accosted by guards from whom I received the
same friendly treatment as from the first.

Eminent Commander—Where did your pilgrimage
emnd?

Candidate—At the door of the asylum, where, after
giving the alarm by twelve knocks, the Warder ap-
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LECTURE. 237

peared and demanded, “Who comes here ?”

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate—“A poor and weary pilgrim, traveling
from afar, who, having performed three long years of
pilgrimage, now desires, if it so please the Eminent
Commander, to dedicate the four remaining years to
deeds of more exalted usefulness, and if found worthy
his strong desire is to be admitted among those valiant
knights whose well earned fame has spread both far and
wide for deeds of charity and pure beneficence.”

Eminent Commander—What were you then asked?

Candidate—“What security can you offer that you
are no impostor ?”’

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate— The commendation of your Junior
Warden, who recommends to the Eminent Commander
a remission of the four remaining years.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidale—The Eminent Commander then ad-
dressed the Most Excellent Prelate: “This being the
case, Sir Knight Prelate, you will conduct this weary pil-
grim to the holy altar, where, after he has taken upon
himseclf the solemn vow of the‘order, invest him with
sword and buckler so that as a pilgrim warrior he may
perform fonr years’ warfare as a trial of his constancy
and courage.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—An aveonue was formed and I was con-
ducted to the holy altar by the Most Excellent Prelate,
where in due form I took upon me the vow of a Knight
Templar.

Eminent Commander—\What was that due form?

Candidate—Kneeling on both knees upor cross
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swords, my body erect, my hands resting upon the
Holy Bible, square, compass, and cross swords lying
thereon, in which due form I took upon me the solemn
vow of a Knight Templar.

Eminent Commander—Repeat it.

Candidate—-1, , of my own free will,” etc.
[See page R08.]

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—The Most Excellent Prelate directed me
to arise and thus addressed me: “Pilgrim, by thy san-
dals, scrip and staff T judge thee to be a child of humil-
ity. Charity and hospitality are the grand characteris-
tics of this valiant and magnanimous order. In the
character of a knight you are bound to give alms to
poor and weary pilgrims traveling from afar, to succor
the needy, clothe the naked, feed the hungry and bind
up the wounds of the afflicted. -

“We here wage war against the enemies of innocent
maidens, destitute widows, helpless orphans and the
Christian religion; if thou art desirous of enlisting in
this noble and glorious warfare, lay aside thy staff and
take up the sword, fighting thy way manfully and with
valor running thy course, and may the Almighty, who
is a strong tower of defense to all those who put their
trust and confidence in him, be now and forever thy
strength and thy salvation.”

Emment Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—Having laid aside my staff and taken up
the sword, the Most Excellent Prelate continued: “Pil-
grim, having now taken up the sword, we expect that
you will make a public declaration of the cause in
which you wield it.”

Eminent Commander—Your answer?
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Candidate—*1 will wield my sword in defense of
innocent maidens, destitute widows, helpless orphans
and the Christian religion.”

Eminent Commander—What was the Prelate’s re-
ply?

Candidate—“With confidence in this thy profession,
Sir Knight our Senior Warden will invest you with the
Pilgrim Warrior’s pass, and under his direction, as a
trial of your courage and constancy, we assign to you
four years’ warfare; and may success and victory at-
tend you.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—I then commenced my tour of warfare
and made professions of the cause in which I would
wield my sword.

Eminent Commander—Where did your tour of wur-
fareend?

Candidate—At the door of the asylum, where, cn
giving the alarm by twelve knocks, the Warder ap-
peared -and demanded, “Who comes here ?”

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate—“A pilgrim warrior, who, having per-
formed three long years of warfare, now solicits the
remission of the remaining year and craves the honors
and awards that await the valiant Templar.”

Eminent Commander—What was then demanded of
you? |
Candidate—“What security can you offer that you
are no impostor ?”

Eminent Commander—Your answer ?

Candidate-—“The commendations of your Senior
Warden, who recommends to the Eminent Commander
a remission of the remaining year.”
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Eminent Commander—What was then demanded?

Candidate—“By what further rlght or benefit do you
expect to gain admission ?”

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate—"“By the Pilgrim Warrior’s pass.”

Eminent Commander—Give it. (It is given as on
page 186.)

Eminent Commander—What was then said to you?

Candidate—I was directed to wait with courage and
constancy until the pleasure of the Eminent Comman-
der was made known.

Eminent Commander—What answer was returned?

Candidate—Let him enter the asylum.”

Eminent Commander—What did the Eminent Com-
mander then observe?

Candidate—“Pilgrim, having now gained admission
within our asylum, what profession have you to make
in testimony of your fitness to be received a knight
among our number ?”

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate—“I now declare in all truth and soberness
that I hold no enmity or ill-will against a soul on earth
that T would not cheerfully reconcile, should I find in
him a corresponding disposition.”

Eminent Commander—What was the Eminent Com-
mander’s reply?

Candidate “Pilgrim, the sentiments you utter are
worthy of the ca®e in which you are engaged, but we
require still stronger proofs of your faithfulness. The
proofs that we demand are that you participate with us
in five libations. The clements of these libations are
four of them wine and water, the fifth, purc wine.
This being accomplished we will receive and rank you
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a knight among our number.”

Eminent Commander—What was the first libation?

Candidate—To the memory of our ancient Grand
Master, Solomon, King of Israel.

Eminent Commander—What was the second libation.

Candidate—To the memory of our ancient Grand
Master, Hiram, King of Tyre.

Eminent Commander—What was the third libation?

Candidate—To the memory of our ancient operative
grand Master, Hiram Abif, the widow’s son, who lost
his life in defense of his integrity.

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—The Eminent Commander then ad-
dressed me: “Pilgrim, these libations in honor of the
Tllustrious Grand Masters of Ancient Craft Masonry
are taken in acknowledgment of our connection with,
and veneration for, that ancient and honorable institu-
tion; but the order to which you now seek to unite is
founded upon the Christian religion and the practice of
the Christian virtues; you will therefore attend to a
lesson from the Holy Evangelist.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—The Most Excellent Prelate then read a
lesson relative to the apostasy of Judas Iscariot. (See
page R16.)

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—The, Eminent Commander tben ad-
dressed me: “Pilgrim, the twelve tapers you here ob-
serve burning around this triangle correspond in num-
ber to the apostles of our Saviour while on earth, one
of whom fell by transgression and betrayed his Lord
and Master; and, as a constant admonition for you to
pursue the paths of truth, virtue and brotherly love, and
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as a perpetual memorial of the apostasy of Judas Isca-
riot, you are required by the rules of our order to
extinguish one of these tapers, and let it teach you this
important lesson, that he who would violate his vow or
betray his trust is worthy of no better fate than that
which Judas suffered.”

Eminent Commander—What followed ?

Candidale—The relics were uncovered and the Emi-
nent Commander thus addressed me: “Pilgrim, you
here behold an emblem of mortality (skull and cross
bones) resting on the Holy Scriptures, which teaches us
that amidst all the trials and vicissitudes of life that
we are destined to endure while traveling through this
vale of icars, a firm reliance on Divine Providence can
alone assure us that comfort and consolation in the
gloomy hour of dissolution, which the world can nei-
ther give nor take away.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—The Most Excellent Prelate then read a
lesson to me with respect to the bitter cup. [See page
218.]

IEminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—The Eminent Commander took the skull
in his hand and pronounced the following soliloquy:
“How striking is this emblem of mortality, once ani-
mated, like us, but now has ceased to act and think.

Tts vital energies are extinct, and all the powers of life . |

have ceased their operations. To such an end, pilgrim
and Sir Knight, we are all hastening. Then let us
improve the short space of time allotted us; that, when
our weak and frail bodies, like this memento, shall be
reduced to sepulchral dust and ashes, our disembodied
spirits may soar aloft to that blessed region where
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dwell light apd life eternal.”

Iminent Commander—\What followed?

Candidate—Tlie Most Excellent Prelate then read a
lesson relative to the crucifixion. [Sce page 219.]

Euinent Commander—What was the fourth liba-
tion?

Candidate—To the memory of Simon of Cyrene, who
was compelled to bear the cross.

Eminent Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—The Eminent Commander then ad-
dressed me: “Pilgrim, before you can be permitted to
participate in the fifth libation I shall enjoin upon you
one year’s penance, as a trial of your faith and humil-
ity, which you will perform under the direction of our
Senior and Junior Wardens, with this emblem of Lu-
mility, a hwman skull, in oune hand, and this emblem
of faith, a lighted taper, in the other. Take them and
travel to the sepulchre of our Saviour.”

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—I then commenced my tour of penance
and passed in a humble posture through the sepulchre
where the fourth lesson was rcad by the Senior War-
den relative to the resurrection.  [See page 221.]

L'minent Commander—\Where did your tour of pen-
aace end ?

Candidate—It has not ended, necither can it end
until this mortal shall put on immortality; for all men
have erred, and error nceds repentauce.

Eminent Commander—Were you then permitted to
participate in the fifth libation?

Candidate—I1 was.

Eminent Commander—Where?

Candidate—Within the asylum.
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Eminent Commander—How gained you admittance?

Candidate—Afier having passed my year of penance
I returned to the door of the asylum, where, on giving
the alarm, the Warder appeared and demanded, “Who
comes here ?”

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate—“A pilgrim penitent, who, having per-
formed his alloted year of penance, now seeks to partic-
ipate in the fifth libation and thereby seal his faith.”

Eminent Commander—What was then demanded of
rou ?
) Candidate—<“What security does he offer that he is
no impostor ?”

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate—“The commendations of two valiant and
magnanimous knights, our Senior and Junior War-
dens.”

Eminent Commander—What was then demanded of
you?

Candidate—By what further right or benefit I ex-
pected to gain admittance within the asylum.

Eminent Commander—Your answer?

Candidate— By the benefit of the Pilgrim Penitent’s
pass.”

Eminent Commander—Did you give it?

Candidate—I1 gave it not; my conductor gave it, for
me. ’

Eminent Commander—QGive it.

Candidate—“GoLcoTHA.” (Given as explained, page
221.)

Eminent Commander—What was then said to you?

Candidate—“You will wait with faith and humility
until the pleasure of the Eminent Commander is made
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known.”

Eminent Commander—What was the answer of the
Eminent Commander?

Candidate—That I should be admitted.

Eminent Commander—What did the Eminent Com-
mander then demand ?

Candidate—“Whom have you there in charge, Sir
Knights ?”

Eminent Commander—What answer was returned ?

Candidate—*“A pilgrim penitent, who, having per-
formed his allotted year of penance, now seeks to par-
ticipate in the fifth libation, and thereby seal his faith.”

Eminent Commander—What did the Eminent Com-
mander then observe ?

Candidate—“Pilgrim, your year of penance is indeed
ended, but your ferm of penance is not ended, neither
can it end until this mortal shall have put on immor-
tality, for all men have erred and error needs repent-
ance. In granting your request we can only offer you
coarse diet, rough habit and severe duties. If on these
conditions you are still desirous of enlisting under our
banners, you will advance and kneel at the base of the
triangle.” :

Eminent Commander—What did the Eminent Com-
mander then observe?

Candidate—“Pilgrim, the fifth libation is taken in
the most solemn’and impressive manner. We can not
too often be reminded that we are born to die, and the
fifth libation is an emblem of that bitter cup of death
of which we must all sooner or later partake, and from
which the Saviour of the world was not exempt. It
is taken in the most solemn manner, in pure wine, and
from this cup. [As indicated by the sentence in paren-
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theses on page 227, in some Commanderies candidate is
asked a question about his willingness to take the fifth
libation.]

Eminent Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—T then took the cup (a skull) in my hand
and repeated after the Eminent Commander the fol-
lowing vow: “This pure wine I now take in testimony
of my belief in the mortality of the body and the
immortality of the soul; and as the sins of the whole
world were once visited upon the head of our Saviour,
so may all the sins of the person whose skull this once
was, in addition to my own, be heaped upon my head,
and may this libation appear in judgment against me,
both here and hereafter, should I ever knowingly or
wilfully violate this my most solemn vow as a Knight
Templar; so help me God and kecp me steadfast.”

Eminent Commander—What was this vow called ?

Candidate—The sealed libation.

Eminent Commander Why so?

Candidate—Because an agreement so made or obli-
gation entered into is considered by Knights Templar
as more sacred and binding than any other.

Eminent Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—The Most Excellent Prelate then read
the fifth lesson, relative to the election of Matthias.
I'See page 229.] ‘

Eminent Commander—What followed?

Candidate—The Generalissimo thus addressed the
Eminent Commander: “Eminent Commander, I see by
the extinguished taper on our triangle there is a va-
cancy in our asylum; I move it be filled by some one
who has passed through our solemn ceremonies.”

Eminent Commander—What followed ?
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Candidate--The Eminent Commander then ordered
the lots to be cast, which being done I was elected and
the Eminent Commander thus addressed me: “Pil-
grim, the lot has fallen upon you. In token of your
acceptance of this high honor, you will re-light the ex-
tinguished taper, and may the Lord lift upon you the
light of his reconciled countenance and keep you from
falling.”

Eminent Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—The Eminent Commander then directed
me to kneel, and said: “By virtue of the high power
and authority in me vested, as the representative of
Hugh de Payens and Geoffrey de St. Omer, I do now
dub and create you , a knight of this most val-
iant and magnanimous order of Knights Templar.”

Emwnent Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—The Eminent Commander then presented
me with a sword and thus addressed me: “I now with
much pleasure present you with the sword. In the hands
of a valiant and magnanimous knight it is endowed
with three most excellent qualities; ils hilt with justice
impartial; its blade with fortitude undaunted and
its point with mercy, and it teaches us this impor-
tant lesson: That we should be well assured of the
justice of the cause in which we draw our swords. Be-
ing thus assured, we should persevere with the most
undaunted fortitude, until we have subdued our enemies,
then consider them as such no longer, but extend to
them that most noble attribute of Deity, mercy.”

Eminent Commander—What followed ?

Candidate—The Eminent Commander then commu-
nicated to me the due guard, pilgrim penitent’s pass,
grand hailing sign, grip and word of a Knight Tem.
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plar. ,
Eminent Commander—Give the due guard.

date gives it as follows:)

(Candi-

DUE GUARD OF A KNIGHT TEMPLAR.

Thumb of right hand under the chin, as
shown in cut, fingers closed.

Eminent Commander—To what does it
allude?

Candidate—To the penalty of my vow; to
have my head smote off and placed on tne
high]cst spire in Christendom. [See page
211.

S,
)

Due-nrd K. T-

Eminent Commander—Give the Pilgrim Penitent’s
pass. (Candidate does so as follows:)

PILGRIM PENITENT'S PASS.

Golgotha; given under an arch of
steel. The same as the Persian pass,

page 136. See cut.

Pilgrim Penitent’'s Pass,
Eminent Commander—Give the grand hailing sign.
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR GRAND HAILING SIGN.

Right foot thrown over the
left, arms extended, head in-
clined to the right. See cut.

Eminent Commander — To
what does this sign allude?

Candidate—To the manner
in which the Saviour expired
upon the cross and expiated the
sins of the world.

K. T. Grand Haliling Sign.
Eminent Commander—Give the grip and word.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR GRIP AND WORD.

One interlaces fingers of right
hand with another’s left hand
and fingers of left hand with an-
other’s right hand, arms of each
crossed, thus forming a cross.

Worp (given with grip), Im-
manuel,

Eminent Commander—What does the grip teach u-?

Candidate—That as our fingers are thus strongly in-
terlaced, so should the hearts of Knights Templar be
firmly interlaced in friendship and lrotherly love.

Eminent Commander—What is the motto of our
order?

Candidate—In hoc signo vinces.
Eminent Commander—Translate it.
Candidate—By this sign we conquer.



CHAPTER XXI.

TwrLrril, oR KNIcHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE.

CLOSING CEREMONIES.

[Sometimes the ceremonies of closing include drill
and sword practice as well as all the other exercises
given in chapter XVIIL, changed a trifle occasionally
to suit the closing instead of opening ccremonies, and
sometimes they are much more abbreviated than as
here given.]

Eminent Commander (one rap)—Sir Knight Cap-
tain General, you will see that the asylum is made se-
cure and inform the Sentinel that I am about to close
this Commandery of Knights Templar and direct him
to guard accordingly.

Captain (General—Eminent Commander, the Senti-
nel is at his post and the asylum is duly guarded.

Eminent Commander (one rap)—=Sir Knight Gener-
alissimo, are you a Templar Knight?

(Feneralissimo—That is my title.

FEminent Commander—Where were you created a
Knight Templar? , :

Generalissimo-—In a just and lawful Commandery of
Knights Templar. '

Eminent Commander-—What number comyposes such
a Commandery ?

Generalissimo—There is an indispensable number
and a constitutional number.
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Eminent Commander—What is the indispensable
number ? -

Generalissimo—Three.

Eminent Commander—Under what circumstances
may three Knights Templar open and form a Com-
mandery ?

Generalissimo—Three  Knights Templar, hailing
from three different Commanderies, may, under the
sanction of a warrant from some Grand Commandery
or from the Grand Encampment of the United States,
form and operate a Commandery of Knights Templar
for the dispatch of business.

Eminent Commander—What is the constitutional
number?

Generali&sim})——l\’ine, cleven or more.

Eminent Commander—When composed of eleven, cf
whom does it consist ?

Generalissimo—The Eminent Commander, General-
issimo, Captain General, Prelate, Scnior Warden, Jun-
ior Warden, Treasurer, R corder, Standard Bearer,
Sword Bearer and Warder.

Eminent Commander—\What is the Warder’s staticn
in the Commandery ?

Generalissimo—On the left of the Standard Bearer
in the west and on the left of the Second Division.

Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Warder?

Warder—To announce the approach and departure
of the Eminent Commander, to post the Sentinel and
to sce that the asylum is duly guarded. '

Eminent Commander —What is the Sword Bearer's
station in the Commandery?

Warder—On the right of the Standard Bearer in
the west and on the right of the Sccond Division.
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Eminent Commander—What are your duties,
Knight Sword Bearer?

Sword Bearer—To assist in the protection of the
banners of the order; to watch all signals from the
Eminent Commander and see that they are promptly
obeyed.

Eminent Commander—What is the Standard Bear-
er’s station in the Commandery?

Sword Bearer—In the west and in the center of the
Second Division.

Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Standard Bearer?

Standard Bearer—To display, protect and suppert
the hanners of the order.

I'minent Commander—Why is your station in the
west ? '

Standard Bearer—That the brilliant rays of the ris-
ing sun, shedding their luster on the banners of  the
order, may encourage and animate all true and courte-
ous knights and confound and dismay their enemies.

Eminent Commander—What is the Recorder’s sta-
tion in the Commandery?

Standard Bearer—On the left, in front of the Cap-
tain General.

Eminent Commander—What are your duties,
Knight Recorder?

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREEL.
Sir

Sir

Recorder—Faithfully 'to record the proceedings of -

the Commandery, collect the revenue and pay the same
over to the Treasurer.

Eminent Commande r—What is the Treasurer’s sta-
tion in the Commandery?

Recorder—On the right, in front of the Generalis-
simo.
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Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir

Knight Treasurer?

Treasurer—To receive in charge all the funds and
property of the Commandery, pay all orders drawn cn
the treasury and render a jus. and faithful account of
the same when required.

Eminent Commander—What is the Junior Warden’s
station in the Commandery?

Treasurer—On the northwest angle of the triangle,
on the right of the Third Division and on the left
when formed in single line.

Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Junior Warden?

Junior Warden—To attend on poor and weary pil-
grims, traveling from afar; to accompany them on
their journey, to answer all questions for them and
recommend them to the hospitality of the Eminent
Commander.

Eminent Commander—What is the Senior Warden’s
station in the Commandery?

Junior Warden—At the southwest angle of the tri-
angle. on the right of the First Division and on the
right of the whole when formed in single line.

Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Senior Warden?

Senior Warden—To attend on pilgrim warriors, to
comfort and support pilgrim penitents, and after due
trial introduce them into the asylum.

Eminent Commander—What is the Prelate’s station
in the Commandery?

Sentor Warden—On the right of the generalissimo.

Emincnt Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Prelate?

CLOSING CEREMONIES.
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Preiate—To minister at the altar and offer up
prayers and oblations to Deity.

Eminent Commander—What is the Captain Gen-
eral’s station in the Commandery?

Prelate—On the left of the Eminent Commander.

Eminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Captain General?

Captain General—To see that the proper officers
make all due preparations for the various meetings of
the Commandery, and that the asylum is in suitable
array for the introduction of candidates and the dis-
patch of business, and to reccive and communicate all
orders and signals issued by the Eminent Commander
to the officers of the lines.

Eminent Commander—What is the Generalissimo’s
station in the Commandery?

Captain General—On the right of the Eminent Com-
mander.

Liminent Commander—What are your duties, Sir
Knight Generalissimo?

Generalissimo—To receive and communicate all or-
ders, signals and petitions; to assist the Eminent Com-
mander in his various duties, and in his absence to
preside in the Commandery.

Eminent Commander—What is the Eminent Com-
mander’s station in the Commandery?

Generalissimo—Iu the east.

E'minent Commander—What are his duties?

Generalissimo—To dictribute alms to poor and
needy pilgrims traveling from afar, feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, bind up the wounds of the afflicted,
inculeate the principles of charity and hospitality, and
covern the Commandery with justice and moderation,
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Eminent Commander (three raps, all rise)—Sir
Knight Gemneralissimo, it is my order that this Com-
mandery of Knights Templar be now closed ; requiring
all Sir Knights present to govern themselves according
to the sublime principles of our order. Communicale
this order to the Sir Knight Captain General, and lLe
to the Sir Knights.

(Feneralissimo—Sir Knight Captain General, it is
the order of the Eminent Commander that this Com-
mandery of Knights Templar be now closed; requir-
ing all Sir Knights present to govern themselves
according to the sublime principles of our order. Com-
municate this order to the Sir Knights.

Captain General—Sir Knights, it is the order of the
Eminent Commander that this Commandery cf
Knights Templar be now closed; requiring all Sir
Knights present to govern themselves according to the
sublime principles of our order. [The signs arc now
given from Entered Apprentice up.]

Eminent Commander (twelve raps, 000-000-000-
000.)

Generalissimo (twelve raps.)

Captain General (twelve raps.)

Eminent Commander—I mnow
mandery closed in form.
the Sentinel.

declare this Com-
Sir Knight Warder, inform
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CHAPTER XXII.
THIRTEENTH, OR KNIGHTS oF MALTA DEGREE.

OPENING CEREMONIES.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Warder, satisfy
yourself that all present are Knights of Malta.***

Warder (having looked around)—All present arc
Knights of Malta.

Eminent Commonder—The officers will take their
respective places and stations.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Genzralissiino,
are you a Knight of Malta?

Generalissimo—1I have been honored with that trust.

Eminent Commander—How many compose a Coun-
cil'®*® of the order of Malta?

Note 124,—‘‘The Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, or Hospitalers of
St. John, afterward called Knights of Rhodes and finally Knights f
Multa, were founded about the commencement of the Crusades, us u
militury and religious order. In 1048, some pious merchants frcm
Amalfi, in the kingdom of Naples, built a church and monastery at
Jerusalem, which they dedicated to St. Jobn the Almoner. The monks
were hence called Brothers of St. Jchn, or Hospitalers, and it was their
duty to assist those rick and needy pilgrims whom a spirit of piety
had led to the Holy Land. They assumed the black habit of the her-
mits of St. Augustine, distinguished only by a white cross of eight
points on the left breast. They rapidly increased in numbers and in
wealth, and at the beginning of the twelfth century were organized
as a military order by Raymond du Puy. who added to their original
vows of chastity, obedience and poverty, the obligation of defending the
church against infidels. Raymond then divided them into three classes:
Knights, who alone bore arms: Chaplains. who were regular ecclesias-
ties; and Servitors. who attended to the sick.’’——Maeckey’s Lexicon, Art,
Knight of Malta.

Note 125.—‘‘The Assembly i3 called a Council. The officers are, |I.
Commander; 2. Generalissimo; 3, Captain General; 4, Prelate; 5. Senior
Warden; 6, Junior Warden; 7. Treasurer; 8. Recorder; 9. First Guard;
10, Second Guard; 11. Standard Bearer; 12. Warder; 13. Sentinel.’’—
Sickels’ Monitor, Part 4, page 42.
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Generalissimo—Seven or more.

Eminent Commander—When composed of twelve
of whom do they consist?

Generalissimo—Eminent Commander, Generalissimo,
Captain General, Prelate, Senior Warden, Junior War-
den, Treasurer, Recorder, First and Second Guards,
Standard Bearer and Warder.

Eminent Commander—The Warder’s station?

Generalissimo—On the left of the Standard Bearer in
the west.

Eminent Commander'”—Sir Knight Warder, your
duties?

Warder—To see that the council chamber is securely
guarded, and attend to the reception of candidates.

Eminent Commander—The Standard Bearer's station ¢

Warder—In the west.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Standard Bearer,
your duties?

Standard Bearer—To display and protect the ban-
ners of our order.

FEminent Commander—The First Guard’s station ?

Standard Bearer—On the right, in front of the Cap-
tain Gteneral, in the south.

Zminent Commander—Sir Knight First Guard, your
duties?

First Guard—To challenge all strangers attempting
to pass my statign, and report them to the Captain
General. _

Eminent Commander —The Second Guard’s station?

NoTe 126. —*‘Tbe chief of the order was called ‘Grand Master of the Holy Hos-
pltal of St. Jobn of Jerusalem, and Guardianof the Army of Jesus Christ,’ He
was elected for life, and resided at the city of Valette. He was addressed by tor-
eign powers with the title of Altezza Eminentissima, and enjoyed an annual

revenue of about one milllon of guilders. *—Mackey's Lexicon, Art. Knight of
Malta.
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First Guard—On the right, in front of the General-
issimo in the west.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Second Guard,
your duties ?

Second Guard—To challenge all strangers attempting
to pass my station, and report them to the Generalis-
Simo.

Eminent Commander—The Recorder’s station®

Second Guard—On the left, in front of the Eminent
Commander.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Recorder, your
duties?

Recorder—Faithfully to record the proceedings of the
Council; collect the revenue and pay it to the Treas-
urer.

Eminent Commander—The Treasurer’s station?

Recorder—On the right, in front of the Eminent Com-
mander.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Treasurer, your
duties?

Treasurer—To receive in charge the funds and proper-
ty of the Council, pay all orders drawn on the Treasurer
and render a just and regular account of the same when
required.

Eminent Commander—The Junior Warden's station?

Treasurer—On the right of the Second Division and
on the left of the whole when formed in line.

Eiminent Commander—Sir Knight Junior Warden,
your duties? .

Junior Warden—To take charge of the candidate,
accompany him on his journey, answer questions for
him and present his petition to the Generalissimo.

Eminent Commander—The Senior Warden's station ?
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Junior Warden—On the right of the First Division
and on the right of the whole when formed in line.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Senior Warden,
your duties?

Senior Warden—To ¢command the Sir Knights and
form as the Eminent Commander shall direct.

Eminent Commander—The Prelate’s station?

Senior Warden—On the right of the Eminent Com-
mander.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Prelate, your du-
ties?

Prelate—To minister at the altar and offer up prayers
and oblations to Deity.

Eminent Commander—The Captain General’s station ?

Prelate—In the south.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Captain General,
your duties?

Captain General—To examine all strangers reported
to me by the First Guard and see that none pass my
station except such as are duly qualified.

Eminent Commander—The (eneralissimo’s station?

Captain General—On the left of the Standard Bearer,
in the west. |

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Generalissimo, your
duties?

Generalissimo—To receive all candidates for the or-
der, and after strict examination, if found worthy, rec-
ommend them to the Eminent Commaunder.

Eminent Commander—The Eminent Commander’s
station ?

Qeneralissimo—In the east.

Eminent Commander—His duties?

Generalissimo-—To preside over and govern his Coun-
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cil with impartiality, firmness and discretion; to confer
the order upon all candidates who shall be found worthy
and legally entitled to receive it, and to inculcate the
duties of morality, benevolence and truth.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Generalissirno, 1t is
my order that a Council of the Order of Malta™ be now
opened for the dispatch of such business as may regu-
larly come before it, requiring all Sir Knights present
to govern themselves according to the sublime princi-
ples of our order. Communicate this order to Sir
Knight Captain General, and he to the Sir Knights.

Generalissimo—Sir Kunight Captain General, it is the
order of the Eminent Comumander that a Council of
the Order of Malta be now opened for the dispatch ol
such business as may regularly come before it, requir-
ing all Sir Knights present to govern themselves ac-
cording to the sublime principles of our order. Com-
municate this order to the Sir Knights.

Captain General—Attention, Sir Knights! (all rise)
it is the order of the Eminent Commander that a Coun-
cil of the Order of Malta be now opened for the dis-
patch of such business as may regularly come before it,
requiring all Sir Knights to govern themselves accord-
ing to the sublime principles of our order.

The due guards and signs from Entered Apprentice
up are now given. See Chapter XXV.]

NoTE 127.—*‘The Knights, or Hospitalcrs of St. John, afterward known as
Knights of Rhodes, and finally called Knights of Malta, was a military religious
order, establlshed about the commencement of the Crusades.

**As early as 1048, some mcrchantsfrom Amalfi, in Naples, being struck with
vhe misery to which the pligrims were exposed on thelrvoad to the 1oty Land, ob-
tained permission of the Caliph of Egypt to ¢rect a church and build a monastery
near the sitc of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalemn, which they dedicated to St.
John the Baptist. They entertaincd all pilgrims that came for devotion, and cured
the diseased among themm. They became cminent for their devotion, charity and
hospitality. St. John the Baptist, being thelr patron, they were called Brethren
Hospitalers of St. John the Baptist of Jerusalcm, to distinguish them from the
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre. They took the black habltof the Hermits of St.
Augustine, and on the left breast wore a cross of eight polnts. In war they
wore crimson, with a white cross, but in their monasteries, and on the day of
their profession, the black garment only.”— Yickels' Monitor, Part 4, page 41.
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ENIGHET OF MALTA SIGN.

Both hands held out as if warming them;
then quickly seize left hand near knuckle
joint of little finger with thumb and fore-
N finger of right hand, raising them in this
position as high as the chin when they are
jerked apart and hands and arms extended
downward at an angle of forty-five degrees,
fingers extended, palms down. This is sup-
_posed to represent Paul on the island of
Knight of Mal- Melita, discovering a scorpion on his hand

tasign. and jerking it off into the fire where he was
warming.

Eminent Commander (ten raps.)
Generalissimo (ten raps.)
Captain General (ten raps.)

PRAYER AT OPENING.

“Qur Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.”—Simons’ Book ¢f the Com-
mandery, page 42.

Eminent Commander—I now declare a Council of
the Order of Malta opened in formn. Sir Knight War-
der, inform the Sentinel. (This is done the. same as in
previous degrees, ten raps being given as the alarm.)
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CHAPTER XXM

THIRTEENTH. oR KNIGHT oF MALTA DEGREFE
INITIATION.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Junior Warden,
take charge of the candidate. (Junior Warden goes to
preparation room and coming to the door with candi-
date gives ten raps; three threes and one.)

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Warder, attend to
that demand.

Warder (ten raps; then opening door)—Who comes
here?

Junior Warden—Sir Knight , who has been
created and dubbed a knight of the valiant and mag-
nanimous order of the Temple, now solicits the further
honor of being created a knight of the order of Malta.'*

Warder—W hat security can he offer that he is no
impostor?

Junior Warden—The commendation of a true and

courteous Sir Knight, the Junior Warden.

Warder—By what further right or benefit does he
expect to obtain admission?

Junior Warden—By the benefit of the Pilgrim Pen-
itent's pass.

Warder—Has he that pass?

Junior Warden—He has.

Norg 128.—*‘As a Masonic grade, the degree of Knight ¢f Malta, e fn this
country communicated in a Comimnandery of Knights Tempiar, as ap appendaat
order thereto.”"—Mackey's Lewicon, Art.. Knight of Malta.
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Warder—Advance and give it.

Junior Warden—GOLGOTHA.
page 248.)

Warder—The pass is richt. You will wait until the
Eminent Commander is informed of ycar request and
his answer returned.

Waraer (irom his post)—Eminent Commander, there
18 without Sir Knight , Who has been created
and dubbed a knight of the valiant and magnanimous
order of the Temple and now solicits the further honor
of being created a knight of the order of Malta.

Eminent Commander —What security can he offer
that he is no impostor?

Warder—The commendation of a true and courte-
ous knight, our Junior Warden.

Eminent Commander—By what further right or ben-
efit does he expect to obtain admission?

Warder—By the benefit of the Pilgrim Penitent’s
pass.

Eminent Commander—Has he that pass?

Warder—He has.

Ewminent Commander—Advance and give it.
as on page 248.)

Eminent Commander—You have my permission to
enter. (They enter and pass close by the east to the
south and come to the First Guard.)

First Guard—Who comes here?

Junior Warden—A. friend.

First Guard—Friend, stand!

First Guard—Sir Knight Captain General a stran-
ger wishes to pass.

Captain General—Who passes here?
Junior Warden—A Knight of the Temple.

(Given same as om

(Given
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Captain General—Sir Knight, advance and give the
pass. (Candidate gives Pilgrim Penitent’s pass as ex-
plained page 248.)

Captain General—Thc word is right; pass on. (They
pass ta the west, to station of Second Guard.)

Second Guard—Who comes here?

Junior Warden—A friend, desirous of an interview
with your Generalissimo.

Second Guard—TFriend, stand, until the Gteneralissi-
mo 1s informed of your request.

Second Guard—Sir Knight Generalissimo, a stranger
desires an interview.

Generalissimo—W ho passes here? .

Junior Warden—Sir Knight , who has been
created and dubbed a knight of the valiant and mag-
naninious order of the Temple, and is now desirous of
the further honor of being created a knight of the or-
. der of Malta, for which purpose he solicits your high
commendation with the Eminent Commander.

Generalissimo—Sir Knight, advance and give the
pass. (Candidate gives Pilgrim Penitent’s pass as be-
fore.) :

Generalissimo—The word is right, but before grant-
ing your request I must require some evidence that you
have made the requisite proficiency in the preceding
degrees and orders to entitle you to the honor you ask.
You will face the east and exhibit to me the signs of
each degree as you advaunce. (Generalissimo takes his
station on the right and Junior Warden on the left of
the candidate and all advance together by the regular
steps of the degrees giving signs and due guards of
each as they advance.)

Generalisstimo—The evidence is satisfactory.
Generalissimo—Eminent Commander, I have the

KNIGHT OF MALTA DEGREE.
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honor to present to you Sir Knight , who has
been created and dubbed a knight of the valiant
and magnanimous order of the Temple and now offers
himself a candidate for the order of Malta. He has
exhibited to me the requisite evidence of his proficien-
cy in the preceding degrees and orders. I am also in
possession of satisfactory assurances that he has taken
upon himself the sealed obligation and therefore rec-
ommend him to you as fally entitled to the honor he
solicits, |Generalissimo returns to his station leaving
candidate in charge of Junior Warden. ]

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight , Tam happy
to learn that you have been able to satisfy my General-
issimo in respect to your proficiency in the preceding de-
grees and that you are legally entitled to the further hon-
or of being created a Knight of Malta; before proceeding
to confer which, however, let us in accordance with a
time honored Masonic usage unite with cur Excellent
Prelate in an address to the Throne of Mercy.

Eminent Commander—Attention, Sir Knights! (all
rise) to your devotions! (Knighis crm in a hollow
square around the altar, candidate, with Junior Warden

-and Prelaté inside, all kneel on right knee helmets on

left shoulder held by left hand, when led by the Prelate
all repeat the Lord's Prayer.)

E'minent Commander— Arise, Sir Knights! (They put
on their helmets and rise.)

Eminent Commander—The Order of Malta'* is ap-
pendant to the Order of the Temple and in this coun-
try is conferred either in the asylum' of a Command-

NoTe 129.—*‘The Grand Encampment of the United States, in 1'856. aboiished
the order of Knights of Malta as bcing unnccessary and embarrassing; but in

1862 restored it to the anomalous place it had previously occupied in the system
of Encampment Masonry."—Morris’ Dit., Art. Maltese Knight.

NotEe 180. —*‘This order must be conferred in an asylum of a legal Command-
ery of Knights Templar, or in a Council of the Order of Malta, regularly con-

vened for the purpose, distinct from, and gfter, the Templar's Order. “*—Sickéels’
Monitor, Part 4, page 42,
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ery or a Council regularly convened for that purpose.
Your sealed obligation supercedes the necessity of my
laying you under a particular one in reference to this
order. I must, however, require that you make the
solemn declaration which I am authorized to propose
to you. [With uncovered head, sword drawn and held
by the blade in left hand, his right hand on his bowels
the candidate repeats after the Eminent Commander
the following: |

OBLIGATION, KNIGHT OF MALTA.

I, —, solemnly pledge my honor as a knight,
having reference to my sealed obligation, that [ will
not assist or be present at conferring this order while
under the jurisdiction of the United States of America,
upon any person who shall not have regularly received
the several degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow
Craft, Master Mason, Past Master, Most Excellent Mas-
ter, Royal Arch, Knights of the Red Cross and Knights
Templar, to the best of my knowledge and belief, and
then only within the asylum of a legal Commandery
of Knights Templar or a Council of the Order of Malta
regularly constituted.

Eminent Commander (continuing)—This order like
all the degrees of Masonry through which you have
passed has its sign, grip and word. The first sign is
given in this way: (Gives it same as on page 261.) Tt
is called MELITA, the ancient name of the island of
Malta'™ and alludes to the shipwreck of St. Paul.

The Scriptures inform us that when that distinguished

NoTE 181. —**MaALTA.—The name of thisisland {s assoeiated with the order of
knights who under the successive titles of Knights Templar, Knights of St. John,
Knights of Rhodes and finally Knights of Malta, filled the Christian world for
700 years with the prowess of thelr arms. In tbe order of Maltese Knlght, the
visit of Paul to this isiand is alluded to."—Morris' Dict., Art. Malta.
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Apostle was on his passage to Rome, to be tried before
Avugustus CasAR he was cast away on the island of
Melita and that the natives entertained him and his
fellow sufferers with great kindness. *‘They kindled a
fire, and received us every one, because of the present
rain and because of the cold. And when Paul had
gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire,
there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his
hand. And when the barbarians saw the venomous
beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves,
No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he
hath escaped tue seas, yet vengeance suffereth not to
live. And he shook off the beagt into the fire and felt
no harm. Howbeit they Jooked when he should have

. swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly; but after they

had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him
[they changed their minds, and said that hewasa god.j
—Acts 28:1-6."—Simons’ Book ¢f the Commandery,
page 43.

Sometimes the foregoing Scripture quotation is read
by the Prelate. ]
Eminent Commander (continuing)}—The grand sign
and grip of the order are given in this way:

GRAND SIGN AND GRIP, KNIGHT OF MALTA.
Eminent Commander (to candidate)—
Thomas, reach hither thy finger and
feel the print of the nails. (They join
right hands, each forcing the forefinger
into the palm of the other's hand.)

Eminent Commander—Reach hither
thy hand and thrust it into my side.
(Each extends his left hand and arm
| thrusting it into the other's left side,

right hands still joined.)

Knight of Malta grand y .
B o o a8 Eminent Commander—MyY Lorb.
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Candidate (prompted)}—AND MY GoD.

Eminent Commander—They allude to the unbelief of
Thomas. We learn from the Scriptures that after the
Saviour had arisen from the dead he appeared to his dis-
ciples when they were assembled together on the even-
ing of the first day of the week.

MONITORIAL.

“But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was
not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples,
therefore, said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But
he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the
prints of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, [ will not
believe. And after eight days, again his disciples were
within, and Thomas with them. Then came Jesus, the
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said,
Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach
hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hith-
er thy hand and thrust it into my side; and be not
faithless, but helieving. And Thomas answered and
said unto him, My Lord and my God.—St. John 20: 24
-28."—8imons’ Book of the Commundery, page 44.

Eminent Commander (continuing)—The name of this
grip 18 IMMANUEL. It teaches us that there is an un-
belief which transcends a rational scepticism; that we
should possess a power of faith to receive divine truth
even though unaccompanied by physical evidence and
thus eutitle us to the commendation of our Divine
Teacher; “Blessed are they that have not seen and yet

have helieved.” '

The principal words of this degree are, Rex Regum,
Dominus Dominorum. 1tsignifies “King of kings and

Lord of lords,”
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The initials of the motto of the order, I. N. R. L'
you will see encircled upon our banner. They are the
initials of the Latin words, Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judao-
rum, signifying Jesus of Nazareth the King of the
Jews, [In Latin I and J are interchangeable.] The
word formed by these initials, INRL, is the grand word of
a Knight of Malta.

The cross upon the banner is the cross of Calvary on
which the Saviour was crucified. It is used in these
ceremonies in preference to the military cross of the
order, on account of the relation the motto of the order
bears to it and the solemn and interesting associations
which when viewed together they are calculated to
awaken in the mind. The Sir Knights will now be

‘seated. [Candidate is also seated in front of the Emi-
nent Commander. ]

HISTORY,'®” OR LECTURE.
Eminent Commander (to candidate)—I will now re-
count briefly a few of the circumstances which led to
the institution of this order:

Norte 182.—*‘I. N. R.1.—The initials of the Latin sentence which was placed
upon the cross: Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judacorum. The Roslicrucians used
them as the initials of one of their hermetricsecrets: Igne Natura Renovatur
Int gra—‘By fire, nature 1s perfectly renewed.’ They also adopted them to ex-
pressthe names of thelr three elemcntary principles, salt. snlphui und me cury, by
making them the Initials of the sentence, Jgne Nitrum Roris Invenitur. These
speculations may afford some interest to the Rose Croix Mason and the Knight
Templar."—Mackey's Lexicon, Art. I. N. R. 1.

Note 133.—'‘After long and bloody contests with the Turks and Saracens,
they were finally driven from Palestine in the year 1191, Upon this they attacked
and cgnquered Cyprus, which, however, they lost after eighteen years occupa-
tion; they then established themselves at the Island of Rlhiodes, under the Grdnd
Mastership of Fulk de Villaret, and assumed the titie of Knights of Rhodes. On
the 15th of December, 1442, after a tranquil occupation of this island for more
than two hundred years, they were finally ejected trom all their possessions by
the Sultan Sollman the S8econd. After this disaster they successively retired to
Castro, Messina and Rome, untfl the Emperor Charles V., in 1530, bestowed
upon them the island of Malta, upon the condition of their defending it from the
depredations of the Turks, and the corsairs of Barbary, and of restoring it to
Naples, should they ever succeed in recovering Rhodes. They now took the
name of Knights of Malta."—Mackey's Lexicon, Art. Knight of Malta.
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After the suppression of the erder of Knights Tem-
plar by the Council of Vienne in 1312, a considerable
portion of their assets were conferred upon the Knights
of St. John, with which order they were, by a general
decree in the papacy of Clement V., annexed and in-
corporated.

This decree was not generally submitted to. The
Templars and the Knights of St. John were formerly
rival orders, between whom there had long existed a
spirit of jealousy, which on various occasions led to
the deadliest animosity. The recollection of these
events had kindled a fire in the bosoms of a portion of
the Templars which the most dreadful misfortunes
could not extinguish.

Those Templars who could not reconcile themselves
to the union of the two orders continued to maintain
a distinct organization.

The Grand Master Molay in anticipation of his own
fate, had appointed™ by charter of transmission John
Mark Larmienus of Jerusalem as successor. Under
this charter the Grand Chapter of France has from
that time to the present continued to practice the an-
cient rites of the order.

Dennys, Prince of Portugal, adverse to the destruction
of an order, a branch of which be had taken under his
protection, adroitly avoided the fate which threatened
it by the nominal fiction of converting its title into
that of the Order of Christ, th supremacy of which he
declared thenceforth to be vested in the crown.

NoTe 134. —*‘The traditions of the order, preserved by the French knights, af-
firm that De Molay, in anticipation of martyrdom, appointed John Mark Larmite-
nus his successor, and that an unbroken line of Grand Masters has been maln-
tained in that country to the present day. This, however, Is flatly contradicted
by the English and Scotch historians of the order.”—Morris® Dict., Art. Tem-
plar Knight.

INITIATION. a7

Under this title the Templars in Portugal have con-
tinued to flourish undisturbed to the present day.

The papal persecution had reached every state in Eu-
rope and scattered the members of the order through-
out Christendom. Some became errant while others
connected themselves with the Teutonic and other or-
ders of knighthood and others again formed independ-
ent Chapters, and by avoiding the political questions of
the day were enabled quietly to hold their meetings.

The Templars connected themselves with the Knights
of St. John under the following circumstances: After
the Christians had been driven out of Palestine in 1291,
those Templars who had been engaged in the holy wars,
repaired to Cyprus and settled in Limasol. There they
remained until 1306, when the Grand Master Molay
and his principal officers were treacherously summoned
to France by Clement V., the unworthy instrument of
Philip the Fair. On their arrival they were immedi-
ately thrown into prison. The Templars remained at
Limasol justly apprehensive of the result of the unjust
and cruel proceedings which had been instituted against
the Grand Master and his companions, and foreseeing
the probable destruction of the order established them-
selves in 1310 at the island of Rhodes then under the
Grand Master of the Knights of St. John. This was
the first direct approach to that union of the two orders
which was subsequently firmly decreed by Clement, and
henceforth the orders so nnited were known as the
Knights of Rhodes until 1512, when the island fell into
the hands of the Turks.

After the capitulation at Rhodes the order successive-
ly retreated to Candia, Venice, Viterbo, Villa Franca
and Syracuse, when in 1530 the Emperor Charles V.
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granted them the island of Malta as a permanent resi-
dence. At this time they took the name of Knights of
Malta, or the Order of St. John of Jerusalem.

At that period it was the only one of the military or-
ders of Palestine that continued to be recognized by
the sovereign powers of Europe. About this period its
ramifications extended throughout all Christendom and
it maintained General Priories on the Continent and
England. These, added toits immense possessions and
wealth, were to its members great and desirab'e per-
sonal advantages and enabled the order to exercise a
more extensive and powerful influence in all public
affairs than was at that time enjoyed by any other class
or association of men.

With a view to protect themselves from imposition
and that the members of the deceased order of knight-
hood and the recent membersof their own order,should
not improperly avail themselves of the privileges and
credit which their valor and perseverance had won for
them, they instituted the order of Knights of Malta.

The order continued in possession of the island of
Malta until 1798, when it wasbetrayed by some French
Knights into the hands of Bonaparte, after which the
station of the order was established at Catania in
Sicily, where it remained until 1826, when the Pope
permitted the Chapter and the government to remove
to France. ' ,

Eminent Commander (continuing)—And now Sir
Knight, in behalf of my companions, I again bid you a
hearty welcome to all the rights and privileges, even to
the disin’erested friendship and unbounded hospitality
which have ever and we trust will long continue to dis-
tinguish, adorn and characterize these noble orders.
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With the age and the occasion which gave them
birth their adventurous and warlike spirit have passed
away, but their moral and beneficent character still re-
mains bright in all its primitive beauty and loveliness,
to excite as in the days of their greatest glory that
spirit of refined and moral chivalry which should
prompt us to press onward in the cause of truth and
justice, stimulate us to exertion in behalf of the desti-
tute and oppressed, to wield the sword if need be when
“pure and undefiled religion” calls us in her defense
and in a brother's cause to do all that may become man.

They also teach the triumph of immortality; that
although death hath its sting, its infliction is but for a
moment; that this frail organization, though here sub-
jeet to the many “ills that flesh is heir to,” possesses an
ethereal principle that shall soar to the realms of end-
less bliss and beyond the power of cliange, to live for-
ever.

CHARGE TO CANDIDATE, KNIGHT OF MALTA DEGREE.

“Sir KN16aT:—Having passed through the several
degrees and honorary distinctions of our ancient and
honorable institution—in your admission to the tessel-
ated Masonic ground floor—your ascent into the middle
chamber—your entrance to the unfinished sanctum
sanctorum—your regularly passing the several gates of
the Temple—induction to the oriental chair—witness-
ing the completion and dedication of that superb model
of excellence, the Temple, which h s immortalized the
names of our ancient Grand Masters, and the justly
celebrated craftsmen; having wrought in the ruins of
the first Temple, and from its sacred Royal Arch
brought to light incalculable treasures and advantages
to the craft; having duly studied into the way and
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manner of their concealment; also having been engaged
in the hazardous enterprise of traversing an enemy’s
dominions, and there convincing a foreign prince that
truth is great and will prevail; therefore, you are now
admitted to a participation in those labors which are to
effect the erection of a temple more glorious than the
first, even that beauteous temple of holiness and inno-
cence, whose pillars are Charity, Mercy and Justice,
the foundation of which is in the breast of every one
who has tasted that the Lord is gracious: to whom you
come as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men,
but chosen of God and precious.

“*And now, Sir Knight, we bid you welcome to all
these rights and privileges, even to that disinterested
friendship and unbounded hospitality which ever has,
and we hope and trust ever will continue to adorn, dis-
tinguish and characterize this noble order.

“It will henceforth become your duty, and should be
your desire, to assist, protect and befriend the weary,
way-worn traveler, who finds the heights of fortune in-
accessible and the thorny paths of life broken, adverse
and forlorn; to succor, defend and protect the iunocent,
the distressed and the helpless, ever standing forth as a

champion to espouse the cause of the Christian re- .

ligion.

“You are to inculcate, enforce and practice virtue;
and amidst all the temptations which surround you,
never be drawn aside from the path of duty, or forget-
ful of those due guards and pass words which are nec-
essary to be had in perpetual remembrance; and while
one hand is wielding the sword for your companion in
danger, let the other grasp the mystic Trowel and
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widely diffuse the genuine cement of Brotherly Love
and Friendship.

“Should calumny assail the character of a brother
Sir Knight, recollect that you are to step forth and
vindicate his good name, and assist him on all necessary
occasions. Should assailants ever attempt your honor,
interest or happiness, remember, also, at the same time,
you have the counsel and support of your brethren,
whose mystic swords, combining the virtues of Faith,
Hope and Chari y, with Justice, Fortitude and Merey
will leap from their scabbards in defense of your just
rights, and insure you a glorious triumph over all your
enemies.

“On this occasion permit me, Sir Knight, to remind
you of our mutual engagements, our reciprocal ties:
whatever may be your situation or rank in life you will
find those, in similar stations, who have dignified theme
selves and boen useful to mankind. You are thereior.
called upon to discharge all your duties with fidelity
and patience, whether in the ficld, in the senate, on the
bench, at the bar, or at the holy altar. Whether you
are placed upon the highest pinnacle of worldly grand-
eur, or glide more securely in the humble vale of ob-
scurity, unnoticed, save by a few, it matters not, for a
few rolling suns will close the scene, whoa naught but
holiness will serve as a sure password to gain admission
into that REst prepared from the foundation of the
world.

“If you see a brother bending under the cross of ad-
versity and disappointment, look not idly on, neither
pass by on the other side, but fly to his relief. If he
be deceived, tell him the truth; if he be calumniated,
vindicate his cause; for, although in some instances he
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may have erred, still recollect that indiscretion in him
should never destroy humanity in you. g

“Finally, Sir Knights, as Memento mort is deeply erll)-
graved on all sublunary enjoyments, let us ever be
found in the habiliments of righteousness, traversing
the straight path of rectitude, virtue, and true holiness,
so that having discharged our duty here below, per-
formed the pilgrimage of life, burst the ban(‘is of mor&
tality, passed over the Jordan of death,. and safely lande
on the broad shaore of eternity, there, in the presence of
myriads of ati¢cnding angels, we may be greeted }::s
brethren, and received into the extended arms of t.e
blessed Immanuel, and forever made to pa,rtlclpate in
his heavenly kingdom."—Sickels’ Monitor, Part 4,
page &b

CHAPTER XXIV.
TrIRTEENTH, 0R KNIGHT OF MAarTA DEGREE,

LECTURE, OR EXAMINATION.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight
Xnight of Malta?

Candidate—I have been honored with that trust.

Eminent Commander—Where did You receive that
honor? .

Candidate—1In a regular and duly constituted Coun-
cil of the Order of Malta,

Eminent Commander—At what time?

Candidate—After T had been dubbed and created a

knight of the valiapt and magnanimous order of the
Temple.

Eminent Commander—Have
this order?

Candidate—I have.

Eminent Commander—Show i
sign as on page 261.)

Eminent Commander—What is that called?

Candidate—The sign of a Knight of Malta.

Eminent Commarder—To what does it alluds?

Candidate—To the shipwreck of St. Paul.

Eminent Commander—Explain that circumstance.

Candidate—Sacred history informs us that when
that distinguished Apostle was on hjs passage to Rome
to be tried by Augustus Ceesar, he was cast away on the

, re you a

you a sign belonging to

t.. (Candidate gives the
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island of Melita and that the natives entertained him
and his fellow-sufferers with great kindness. They
kindled a fire and received every one of them because
of the rain and cold.

Eminent Commander—W hat followed ?

Candidate—‘'‘And when Paul had gathered a bundle
of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper
out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. And when
the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his
hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man
i3 & murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the seas,
yet vengeance suffereth not to live. And he stsoz off
the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. Howbeit they
tvoked when he should have swollen, or fallen down
dead suddenly; but after they had looked a great while,
and saw no harm come to him, [they changed their
minds, and said that he was a god. J—Simon's Book of
the Commandery, page 43.

Eminent Commander—Have you another sign and
grip?

Candidate—I have.

Ewminent Commander—Communicate them to your
next Sir Knight. (Candidate with the Sir Knight next
to him give grand sign and grip as on page 267.)

Eminent Commander—W hat are they called ?

Candidate—Thegrand sign and grip of the order.

Eminent Commander—To what do they allude?

Candidate—To the unbelief of Thomas.

Eminent Commander—How are they explained ?

Candidate—After our Saviour had arisen from the
dead he appeared unto his disciples when they were as-
sembled together on the evening of the first day of the
week.

Eminent Commander—W hat followed?

Candidate—"But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
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Didymus, was not with them when J esus came. The
other disciples, therefore, said unto him, We have seen
tne Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see
in his hands the prints of the nails, and put my finger
lpto the print of the nails, and thrust my handinto his
side, I will not believe. And after eight days, again
his disciples were within, and Thomas with them. Then
came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the
midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands:
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side;’
and be not faithless. but believing. And Thomas an-
swered, and said unto him, My Lord and my God.—Sit,
John 20: 24-28."—Simons’ Book of the Commandery
page 44, ’
Eminent Commander—What is the name of that
grip?
Coandidate—Immanuel.
Eminent Commander—What does jt teach?
Candidate—That there is an unbelief that tran-
scends a rational scepticism: that we should possess a
power of faith to receive Divine truth, though unaec-
companied by physical evidence and thus entitle us to
that commendation of our Djvine Teacher., “Blessed
ar% th?y t,}g%t have nx;lot seen and ,~t have believed.”
wanent Commander— inci
of theent Co er—What are the principal words
Candidate— Rex regum, Dominus dominorum.
Eminent Commander—Translate them.
Candidate—King of kings and Lord of lords.
] E;mment Commander—What 1s the motto of the or-
er
Candidate—Jesus Nazarenus, Rex Judaeorum.
Eminent Commander—Translate it,
. Candidate—Jesus of N azareth, King of the Jews.
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THIRTEENTH, OR KNIGHTS OF MaLTA DEGBEE.
CLOSING CEREMONIES.

Eminent Commander—Sir Knight Generalissimo, are

icht of Malta? .
yog:nggizgssimo—l have been honored with that trust.

Eominent Commander—How many compose & Coun-
cil of the order of Malta? :
Generalissimo—Seven or more.
J;ﬂminent Commander—When composed of twelve
hom do they consist? o
o Cj’;neralissimo——Eminent Commander, G.ener.ahsmmo,
Captain General, Prelate, Senior Warden, Junior War-
den, Treasurer, Recorder, First and Secogd Guard.s,
Standard Bearer and Warder. [Sam]e questions as Im
ning, chapter XXIL, here foll.ow. o ‘
opeEmigent Commander—Sir Knight Generalissimo, 1t
is my order that this Council of the Order of Malt?. be
now elosed. Communicate this order to Sir Knight
Captain General, and he to the Sir nghts. .
Generalissimo—Sir Knight Captain Gene_ral, it is the
order of the Eminent Commander that this (‘:ouncﬂ qf
the Order of Malta be now closed. Communicate this
order to the Sir Knights. . . .
Captain General—Attention, Sir Knights! (all nse:)
It is the order of the Eminent Commander that this
Council of the Order of Malta be now closed.
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[The due guards and signs from Entered Apprentice
up, are now given in concert. ]

Eminent Commander (ten raps.)

Generalissimo (ten raps.)

Captain General (ten raps.)

‘“EXHORTATION AT CLOSING.

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Wherefore, take unto you
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to with-
stand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about with
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
and your feet shod with the prepar .tion of the Gospel
of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, where-
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God."—
Sickels' Monitor, Part 4, page 49. ’

Eminent Commander—I now declare this Council of
the Order of Malta closed in form. Sir Knight War-
der inform the Sentinel. [This is done the same as in

opening.] )
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ANALYSIS OF COMMANDERY DEGREES

Ceremonies of the Council and Commandery Degrees May
Be Known from the Ritual.—Knight Templars Break the Lord's
Day.—Triennial Conclaves Attract Loose Women.—The Order
Promotes Lewdness Among Members and a Disregard of Other
of God’s Commands.—Templarism Tends to Destroy Marriage.—
Knight Templarism Counterfeits the Teachings-of Christ.—
Ignores Regeneration by Repentance and Faith.—Newspapers
on the Conclave.—From the Chicago Inter Ocean, Times and the
Religious Press.

The thoughtful reader will continually compare the
notes which are found in this volume with the Ritual
published above it. It is frequently said by lodge men
that one who is not a member of an Order cannot
have any knowledge as to what the secret work really
is, but everyone who reads the exposition of the lodge
ceremonies here given and the extracts from Masonic
“‘Books of the Chapter or of the Commandery, Lexi-
cons and Texts on Masonic Jurisprudence’’ will at once
perceive how each fits into the other. It would not be
at all difficult for one to trace the whole course of
initiation from Entered Apprentice to Knights of
Malta, by the monitorial work to which reference_has
been made. The practical conclusion to be derived
from this fact is that one may know the ceremonies of

the Council and Commandery as fully without ever

initing with the Masonic Order, as he can if he pays
his money and submits to the degradation of initia-
tion. This fact has become so well known to intelli-
gent lodge men, that those of them who are fairly
truthful have ceased to affirm that non-masons can-
not know Masonry. I speak personally with lodge men
every few months assuming the truth of revelations as
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made in this and other books, and I find that these
gentlemen admit the truth of the Ritual as herein re-
vealed, and undertake to justify the Order, if at all,
on the basis of the facts as stated.

1f the reader, in conversation with Masters or
Knights should find them denying the subtantial truth
of the revelation herein contained, he may rest assured
that they are either not members of the Order at all,
or are lying to him. Of course there are clandestine
Masonie bodies. These may, and possibly do, modify
the ceremonies, oaths and penalties in conferring the
degrees. Then, too, there are regular Masonie bodies
which for the sake of securing members who will not
submit to the humiliation of regular initiations, oinit
portions of the Ritual. Then there are the Masons
made at sight,” that is men who, because of their
standing, are admitted as lodge men without any
ceremonies at all. But all Royal, Select and Super-
excellent Masters and Knights of the Red Cross,
Knights Templar and Knights of Malta, who have
been in real Masonic bodies, regularly admitted to
these degrees, have passed through the ceremonies,
have taken the obligations and are subject to the
penalties herein set forth.

PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

All who have studied the lodge question understand
that in addition to the secret work of the Order, there
are also public occasions, which in one way and an-
other reveal the character and tendencies of the insti-
tution. The most prominent of the open gatherings of
the Knights Templar are what they eall their ‘‘ Con-
claves.”” Every three years, in some large city, there
have been held, for many years, these gatherings. Re-
specting them, two or three things might be said.
First: They usually involve a nation wide contempt
and profanation of the Sabbath. Great trains having
hundreds of these Knights, so-called, are made up, Fri-
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av. Saturday or Sabbath, and for hundreds of rpiles
goyt’h?mdering over the broken law of God. If it be
said that many professed Christians also ride on such
trains, we must sorrowfully admit the truth of the
statement; but it is not true that Christians as indi-
viduals, or organizations, make up great trains to con-
vey large numbers of persons for hundreds or thou-
sands of miles on the Sabbath Day; and, while we
must admit that the treatment which professed Chris-
tians give to the Sabbath Day is very far from what 1t
should be, we can affirm without doubt or hesitation
that the Church is innocent of this wholesale Sabbath
desecration, which the lodges of our country are now
practising.
The second characteristic of these conclaves of
. Knights Templar is the terrible amount of drunken-
ness which is associated with them. It is credibly re-
ported that on several occasions the Knights Templar
from the Pacific Coast, when starting for a conclave,
have brought with them wine, not by the barrel or
case, but by the carload, and at times the camping

grounds of the Knights has been so cluttered with

wine bottles during the night’s drinking, that they
have been carried away by the wagon load in the
morning.

The vices of Sabbath breaking and drunkenness are
intimately associated. Drunkenness leads to Sabbath
breaking and Sabbath breaking conduets to drunken-
ness. The saloon system in our country from ocean
to ocean wars against the Sabbath Day. In every
great city the saloons not only sell liquor during the
days and hours which they are permitted to sell, but
they also sell at night and on the Sabbath Day, when
by law they are supposed to be closed. The reason
for mentioning this characteristic of the Knights
Templar is the fact that they profess to be Christians;
making this profession, their national contribution to
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. this universal demoralizing trade calls for stermer

condemnation.

The third characteristic of these great lodge as-
semblies is the fact that houses of ill-repute are so
largely patronized by these Knights, who have sworn
to draw their swords in defense of innocent maidens,
destitute widows, suffering orphans and the Christian
religion. No doubt there are differences in different
conclaves, but the testimony of those who have been
conversant with a number of these conclaves held in
our own country, is that the disreputable houses of the
city are fairly erowded with these men, many of whom
do not even take the trouble to remove their uniforms.

Deacon Philo Carpenter of Chicago said many years
ago that the conductors of the Burlington line said to
him that the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Illinois
was attended by women of loose character from all
parts of the State, as regularly as by the representa-
tives of the lodges themselves. To the thoughtful stu-
dent the explanation of this dark and loathsome faect
is not far to seek. The Bible speaks continually of
idolatry as adultery. The rightful relation of the hu-
man soul to God is continually referred to in the Bible
as marriage. God calls himself the husband of the
believer, and believers who turn away to false gods are
sald to have broken their covenant with Jehovah. Tt
is one of the world wide facts in connection with re-
ligions that false religions assail the home as directly
as they do the Church. Among the Mormons and Mo-
hammedans, in China and Japan, there is nothing that
corresponds to Chrjstian marriage. The reason is that
the religions of these countries are not Christian. Not

being Christian, how can there be Christian institu-
tions?

A gentleman who had withdrawn from the Masonic
Ordf:r sa.id that he did so because he found himself be-
coming, in his thoughts, disloyal to his wife. He said
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that he was horrified at the thoughts and feelings .

whieh were arising in his heart; that he talked the sub-
ject over plainly with his wife, and that they both
agreed that it was association with the Masonie lodge
which was sgparating them. He abandoned the Order
and his home remained pure and happy. He did not
understand the reason, but all who know that false re-
ligions naturally tend to disrupt homes can under-
stand what he simply felt.

FRIENDS DO HIS COMMANDMENTS

This principle our Lord lays down as fundamental
in His kingdom. His friends are those who do His
commandments. Masons who have understood that
Christ is excluded from the first seven degrees of
Masonry, have sometimes been quite pleased to find
that in the Commandery His name occurs; that long
passages of Scripture which deal with His life, death
and resurrection, are read, and that prayers are of-
fered to God through Him. They apparently forget
that the only way into this place where, as they sup-
pose, Christ is honored, is through the long lodge road
where He is ignored; but they should understand,
even from the Ritual of the Council and Commandery,
that Knights Templar Masonry is no more Christian
than fhat of Blue Lodge or Chapter. ‘‘Ye are my
friends if ye do whatsoever I command you.’’ ‘‘Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven.”” One can scarcely
understand the stupidity which would lead one to sup-
pose that a man or an organization could be acceptable
to Christ because it pronounces His name, if it does
not at the same time obey His commands. Is it not
rather adding insult to injury to be mouthing the
name and reading about the life of Jesus Christ while
living in disobedience of His Commands and disre-
gard of His example? It would be laughable, if it
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were not tragic, to see men marching along the streets
smoking cigars and rushing into liquor shops, using
profane language, etc., and at the same time wearing
the cross of Jesus on their gloves, on their hats or caps,
on swords, and other articles of clothing. How all
hell must ring with laughter when such men kneel,
clasp hands and together repeat the Lord’s prayer,
and then rise to go on with their profane and wicked
living !

One of my choicest friends, a man who was a Knight
Templar, a Knight of Pythias and an Odd Fellow, and
I think connected with one or two other lodges, told
me that when he was in the lodges he was committing
every sin he knew about excepting murder; yet he was
an acceptable member of the organizations, and was a
district deputy grand master for one of them. He
said that after he was converted, when he was on his
knees in the chapter, the men on each side of him were
the same sort of persons that he had been. Prior to
that time he said that he had never thought that it
was wrong for such men as he had been, and they
were, to kneel down and repeat prayers, but having
himself become a Christian, he said it seemed unspeak-
ably horrible for him to be kneeling there between two
men of immoral and wicked lives, repeating together
the Lord’s Prayer. He was so affected by the thought
that he promised God if He would allow him to live to
get away from the meeting he would never associate
with these men in that way again. He burned his
Knights Templar’s uniform in the stove, he put his
sword handle into the stove and burned off all that
would burn, he took the blade and buried it in his
back yard in the ground. He said it seemed to him

that he did not want anything to remind him of that
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life of sin which he had lived when a lodge man.

NO REPENTANCE, NO CONFESSION, NO FAITH

Our Lord clearly declares that the entrance into the
kingdom is through repentance and faith. If the
reader will turn to the Ritual as found in this book,
he will see that there is no mention of repentance any-
where. There is no call for confession of sin. Before
the tabernacle as a worshipper approached he passed
the altar of burnt offering, then the laver; then he
passed into the holy place where he found on his left
hand light and on his right hand bread, and before
him the altar of incense. This is a clear revelation of
the method in which men are saved. First, there must
be the sacrifice for sin perceived and accepted. In this
sin must be realized in some measure and acknowl-
edged. This is repentance and confession, and then it
is possible that the blood of Jesus should purge the
sinner, repentant and acknowledging his fault. After
pardon comes cleansing. The Holy Spirit cannot
cleanse an unrepentant, unforgiven sinner. Such a
person is not in a condition to be cleansed. He is pol-
luted, unholy. After a sinner has been pardoned
and washed, light will benefit him, food will sustain
him and it will be possible for him to offer praise to
God. Now, Knight Templarism, like all other Pagan
religions, totally ignores the entrance into the Divine
life. Men are taught to pray, to repeat the name of
the Savior, even to speak of him as their Savior, with-
out repentance or confession of sin. There is no such
method of getting into the kingdom of God. Such a
system shuts one up to the old folly of attempting sal-
vation by works. This is the natural effort of the
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human heart, but it has never resulted in anything
but failure; from the nature of the case it never can
result in anything else. It can make hypocrites, but
it cannot make Christians. It can make men profess
to be good, but it cannot make them good. The reader
ought to clearly comprehend this fundamental teach-
ing of the Word of God. That we must obey or we
are not friends of Jesus. We must obey or fail. And
the first command is to repent and believe His Gospel.

We conclude this chapter by urging the reader to
carefully consider again the seriptures which are read,
and the lectures which are given in these last three de-
grees. How unspeakably horrible to think that even
decent men repeat these words, unless they are sincere
and humble believers in Jesus Christ, but when these
Knights, so-called, are as a rule not even professing
Christians, but men of the world, and very largely
men whose habits do not commend them even as men,
to think of such persons repeating such words, and
again and again kneeling down to pretend to pray, is
unspeakably horrible.

After the conclave which was held in Chicago years
ago, a number of the newspapers spoke of the charac-
ter of the gathering. I subjoin a few of the editorials
which were written at that time.

NEWSPAPERS ON CONCLAVES

““To say that the subscribing merchants of the city
are indignant over the manner in which the affairs of
the Conclave have been conducted, is mildly to state
a fact. Indignation is so strongly expressed that it
amounts to a manifestation of positive anger and re-
sentment. Many of them stigmatize .the affair as an
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outrage, and while they are not willing to direetly im-
peach any responsible person, do not hesitate to de-
claim against management so bad as to be culpable.
The great majority of the unfortunate Knights them-
selves concur in this expression, believing that in one
way or another they have met with extremely bad
treatment during the three days they have been in
Chicago. One irate merchant declared that he would
not have gone to the trouble of decorating his build-
ings had he not supposed that he was to add thereby
some grace to the magnificence of the procession. To
get the emphatic idea of one of these gentlemen re-
specting the affair, the hardy explorer had better
approach with some words of praise touching the con-
duet of the conclave.”’—Chicago Inter Ocean, Aug. 20.

Speaking of the enormous amount of liquors sold
to the Knights, the Tribune of August 22 says: ‘‘One
large establishment of Monroe street sold an average
of over $1,000 in one day, for four days, over the
counter, and $1,500 in one day in the wholesale de-
partment to Templars.”” This house is Chapin &
Gore’s. We are assured by a leading business man
and a Mason that Vineent Lumbard IHurlbut, the
Most Eminent Grand Commander of the order, spent
a large amount of time at this place. The Tribune
coneludes as follows:

“In fine, it is shown that an enormous amount of
Crusader beverage was sold in Chicago during the
week just past. One prominent dealer estimated that
a round millizn of dollars would not cover the amount
spent for this alone. In this connection it is well to
observe that the humorous order issued by the tri-
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ennial authorities forbidding Knights to appear in
places where T. L. was sold in their uniform, was
taken in its exact spirit, and that every good Templar
wore as much of his regalia as he could comfortably
carry while making the rounds, particularly on the
day of the procession.”’

The Chicago Times of August 20 voiced public
opinion in the following forcible style:

‘“There has not been from the beginning to the end
of the series of conclave entertainments a single un-
qualified success. Failure, extortion, blundering,
swindling have been the main features of everything
which has taken place of an official nature and which
had been arranged in advance. The grand parade
was at once a partial failure and complete swindle on
those portions of the city which have done the most
to give the econclave a financial foundation. The ex-
position affair was a confidence game, pure and simple.
It was not simply a confidence game, but it was a
most disgraceful one—one in which there is not a
single palliative feature. The competitive drill was
still another operation which is a disgrace to every
man who had anything to do with it in an official
capacity. It was a swindle in that it asked com-
manderies to compete in one way and then at a later
day forced them to compete in another way, and one
for which they had not the time the prepare them-
selves. It was a most disgraceful affair in that there
was no provision for water whereby visitors were
obliged to pay for something to quench their thirst.
It was still further a gross, inexcusable swindle in
the fact that people who held tickets were bulldozed
at the gates, and, to the number of thousands were
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compelled to pay for their admission to the grounds.
There is no use in parading all the details of this
affair, and inviting attention to those which are in
the nature of complete or partial failures. It is much
more easy to state the humiliating fact that not one
of the promises of the triennial committce has been
fulfilled.”’

Though the secular press spoke out thus boldly
when backed by public opinion, some of the religious
press analyzed the character of the order still more
clearly :

““The Templars came here without any object com-
mensurate with the time, trouble and expense of com-
ing; they brought a great deal of money with them
and left it here, largely in the saloons and theaters;
they departed as they came, wearing their little eaps
with little crosses, and carryving their toy swords, leav-
ing nobody here any wiser, any hetter, any happier
for their visit. We asked several Masons, not Temp-
lars, what the object of the conclave was; none eould
tell. There did not secem to be any object save to make
a grand display and to enjoy the lospitality of the
city and a few days of revelry. Coming into the city
one night on an Illinois Central train, the writer of
this was enabled to look into the back doors of sev-
cral of their tents piteched on the lake shore. The
train was delayed along by the encampment for a
long time, and ample opportunity was afforded for
observation. The chief objeets in all the tents seen
were bottles of beer and brandy and wines, with jugs
on jugs of ‘‘sour mash.”” The sole employment of the
Christian Knights was found in surrounding the con-
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tents of the above-mentioned furniture, and in singing
ribald songs. Now be it remembered that this is a
religious order: they march under the sign of the
cross and claim to do battle for the right.”’—The
Christian Insiructor, Aug. 26.

‘““What mean these emblems? There is the red
cross upon every uniform. That is intended to signify
a soldier of the cross. Everywhere also is the cross
with the legend, ‘‘in hoc signo vinees,’’ ‘‘by this sign
conquer.’’ Symbols and mottoes abound in lavish pro-
fusion, which speak of faith and hope and love. All
point to the cross of Christ, and one would conclude
from the outward signs that this order was devoted
heart and soul to the maintenance of true religion.
This would be all very well if those who flaunted them
were real soldiers of Jesus Christ. Some are, hut the
majority are utterly indifferent. Some are infidels,
some are licentious, some are tipplers, many are pro-
fane. The Knightly uniform was seen crowding the
theaters, the ballroom and the saloons. All those
places were covered with religious emblems. As we
write we see the Knights crowding thickly a saloon
across the street, and soldiers wearing the cross of
the suffering Savior are standing at the bar drinking,
swearing, honoring Satan rather than Christ. ““The
enemies of the cross of Christ’’ by thousands are wear-
ing a badge that proclaims them the soldiers of the
cross ! !

‘““What is the effect? It brings Christ and his suffer-
ing and his religion itself into contempt. All empty
forms in the name of religion are blasphemous. Such
empty, unmeaning, childish profession is calculated to
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lead the Templar himself, as well as others, to dis-
trust all the professions of religion.”’—The Evangelist,
Aug. 26.

““Such horrible incongruities as are seen in the dis-
play of the emblem of the cross over saloons and
bagnios were never seen before in this country. ‘Be
faithful unto death’ appears amid erosses and erowns
over one of the most prosperous gin mills in the city.
What a ghastly travesty that is! There is a jeer and
a sneer in it that could only be equaled by the devil
reading the sermon on the mount to a convocation of
Belials and Molochs and Beelzebubs. ‘For God, Man
and Brotherhood’ is the motto of another degrader
of public morals. ‘For God and the Right,’ says still
another corrupter of public virtues. We are told
that a bagnio, with hideous levity, is spangled over
with erosses and sacred mottoes. All this to some is a
roaring farce—to some of the hundred thousand
strangers in the eity—more or less—they are baits and
lures and snares. To all pure minds it is appalling
blasphemy.”—The Interior, Aug. 19.

If secular newspapers and Christian newspapers
found this meeting to be as is described above, we
ask once more, how unspeakably horrible that men
capable of such things should be mouthing the
Seriptures and repeating the prayers which are
recorded in this book.

ARE YOU A KNIGHT TEMPLAR?

If so, I take a moment to make a personal appeal to
you. I well understand how men become entangled in
secret societies. They are usually ignorant of their
character. All they know is that some friends are
connected with them and that they have been told
that if they should join they might secure certain
advantages of one kind and another. The introduction
is generally a loathsome, disenchanting service. Most
men of good character are surprised and indignant at

tatetssstssetatetehaintntetutesstatnn

COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM. 295

what they experience. In various ways they are urged
to go forward and finally do so. Each degree is a
step into the bog and each degree is an oceasion for
promises on the part of the lodge men that the future
will show better things, and so men go on until some
of them take the Templar degrees. Those of them
who have read this book know that the facts stated in
1t are substantially true; that the ceremonies and
obligations and lectures are substantially as herein
recorded. It is to be hoped that by this time they
are satisfied that the whole system is not from above
but. from below, and that they ought at once to sevel"
their connection with such an organization. There
are tens of thousands of lodge men in this country at
this hour who are in exactly this eondition : they know
they_ought to abandon the organization. To do so
requires humility, faith and an indomitable courage.
The fear of what lodge men may do to one’s business,
to one’s reputation, even to one’s life keeps thousands
of'men in a perpetual slavery. Let every such brother,
as he reads these words, remember that Jesus himself
has said: ‘‘He that will save his life shall lose it.’’
but he that will sacrifice his life for the honor of
Jesus shall keep it unto life eternal.



CHAPTER XXVI

SECRETS'*? oF THIRTEEN MAsoNIC DEGREES

ILLUSTRATED.

NorE—As Freemasonry is one indivisible system, and as the
signs of all the degrees below it must be given in the Opening
and Closing Ceremonies of each degree, we, with these signs
give the rest of the so called ‘‘Secrets’’ and a few Masonic
quotations, which show the teachings and doctrines of Free-
masonry.

PREPARATION FOR ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE.

The candidate having sabisfactorily answered the
questions given on pages 95-6 and paid the initiation
fee, is prepared for initiation as follows:

The Deacons or Stewards strip him lo his shirt and
drawers, and his drawers must be ex-
changed for a pair furnished by the lodge
which fasten with strings.  The lef?
leg of these is rolled up above the knee
If his shirt does not open in front it is
turned around, and if there are metal
buttons or studs on it they are removed.

The left sleeve of his shirt is rolled up
above the elbow, and the left side of his
\ shirt is tuckedin;so that the left leg, left
foot, left arm and left breast are bare. A

, slipperis put on his right foot, ahoodwink
Candidate dulyand over his eyes, and a small rope called a

truly prepare

tered Apprentice cable tow is put once around his neck.
egree, : *

Note 382.—~From “FREEMASONRY ILLUSTRATED.”
“It has been well said that the emiblems are the Masonie Secrets
written out, conveying as they do—but only to the instructed eye—all

the Esotery of the Iinstitution.’’—Morris’ Dictionary, Art. Emblems—
Symbols.

TAKING ENTERED APPRENTICE OBLIGATION.

Candidate taking Entered Apprentice Obligation. See page 107.

“Every Mason is under an obligation to obey the
laws of the lodge and the Grand Lodge. * * *
1t is the obligation which makes the Mason, and the
difference between one Mason and another, consists
simply in the fact that one keeps his obligations better
than another.

“An obligation is an essential part of a degree.”—
Morris’s Dictionary, Art. Obligation.



€08 SHOCK OF ENLIGHTENMENT, FIRST DEGREE.

DUE-GUARD OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE.

Hold out left hand, with palm up, a lit-
ile in front of the body, height of hips;
next place right hand horizontally over
the left, two or three inches above it.

| See cut.]

Due-Guard.Entered
Apprentice.

ENTERED APPRENTICE SIGN, WORD AND GRIP. 299

SIGN OF AN ENTERED APPRENTICE.

Made from due-guard by dropping left
hand to side, und at same time raise right
arim. with hand still'open, and draw hand

quickly across the throat, the thumb be- ., ~
ing next to the throat, then hand drops to L =
side. [See cut.|

Si_é—;f ntered
Apvrentice.,

ENTERED APPRENTICE SIGN WITHOUT DUE GUARD.

Draw open right hand across the throat, thuinb next
to throat.

ENTERED APPRENTICE GRIP.

Grasp hands as in ordi-
nary hand-shaking, and
press ball of thumb hard
against the knuckle -joint

Euteted Apprent.ce Grip.

of each other’s fore-finger.

ENTERED APPRENTICE WORD.

Boaz, which 1s the nume of the grip.  For mole of
giving this “word" see p. 113 of ' Freemasonry lllust'd.”

“THE WORKING TOOLS OF AN ENTERED APPRENTIC.
Are the Twenty-four Inch Gauge and Common Cavel,

“THE TWENTY-FOUR INCH GAUGE
S O W

- ll‘{"'llllill_l|lij

Is an instrument used by operative masons tomeasurve
and lay out their work; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masous, are taught tomake use of it for the more noble




200 ENTERED APPRENTICE WORKING TOOLS.

and glorious purpose of dividing our time. It being divi
ded into twenty-four equal parts, is emblematical of the
twenty-four hours of the day, which we are taught to
divide into three equal parts; whereby are found eight
hours for the service of God and a distressed worthy
brother, eight for our usual vocations, and eight for
refreshment and sleep.”’—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 38.

‘““THE COMMON GAVEL

Is an instrument made use of by operative ma-
sonsto break off the corners of rough stones, the better
to fit them for the builder’s use; but we,as Free and Ae-
cepted Musons, are taught to make use of it for the
more noble and glorious purpose of divesting our hearts
and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of life;
thereby fitting our minds as living stones for that
spiritual building, that house not made with hands.
cternal in the heavens.'—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 38.

JEWELS OF A LODGE.

“A Lodge has six Jewels; three of these are immova-

ble and three movable.
“The immovable jewels are the Square, Level and

Plumb.
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JEWELS OF A LODGE. 301

“Tur Square inculcates morality; the Level equal-
ity; and the Plumd, rectitude of conduct.

“They are called immovable jewcls, because they are
always to be found in the Kast, West and South parts
of the Lodge, being worn by the officers in those respec-
tive stations.”—Muackey's Ritualist, puge 57.

“THE MOVABLE JEWELS
Are thc Rough Ashlar, the Perfect Ashlar and the

Trestle-Beurd.

YR S
Rough Ashlar Perfect Ashlar. Trestle-Board.
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“The rough ashlar is a stone as taken from the quarry
in its rude and natural state.

“The perfect ashlar is a stone made ready by the hands
of the workmen, to be adjusted by the working tools of
the fellow craft.

“The trestle-board is for the master workman to draw
his designs upon.

“By the rough ashlar we arec reminded of our rude
and imperfect state by mnature; by the perfect ashlar,
that state of perfection at which we hope to arrive by
a virtuous education, our own endeavors, and the bless-
ing of God;and by the trestle-board we are ulso remind-
ed that, as the operative workman erects his temporal
building agreeably to the rules and designs laid down
by the master on his trestle-board, so should we, both
operative and speculative, endcavor to ercet our spirit-
ual building agreeably to the rules and designs laid
down by the Supreme Architect of the Universe, in
the great books of nature and revelation, which areour
spiritual, moral, and Masonic trestle-board.”—Mackey's
Ritualist, page 58.



303 THE POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE.

“Lodges were anciently dedicated to King Solomon,
who was said to be our first Most Excellent Grand Master!
ut Masons professing Christianity dedicate theirs to St.

John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, who
were two eminent patrons of Masonry; and since their

time, therc is represented, in every
regular and well-governed lodge a
certain point within a circle, the
point representing an individual
brother, the circle the boundary
line of his conduct to God and
man, beyond which he is never to
, suffer his passions, prejudices, or in-
e = terest to betray himy on any occa-
The Piree. ™™ ®  gon. This circle is embordered by
two perpendicular parallel lines, representing those
saints,who were perfect parallels in Christianity, as well
as in Magonry; and upon the vertex rests the Holy Scrip-
tures, which point out the whole duty of man. In going
around this circle we necessarily touch upon these two
lines, as well as upon the Holy Scriptures; and while 2
Mason keeps himself thus circumscribed, it is impossi-
ble that he should err.”—Sickels’s Monitor, page 50.

PREPARATION FOR FELLOW CRAFT DEGREE,

Candidate 1s prepared much the same
as in the first degree. The rightleg, right
arm, right breast, and right foot being
bare, a slipper on left foot and the cable
tow twice around his naked right arm
near shoulder.

A small white apron with bib {urned

be made a Fellow Craft.
Freparation Fellow Craft Degree,

S up and he is *duly and truly prepared” te '

FELLOW CRAFT DUE-GUARD AND SIGN. 303
“Increased privileges
and honors thus encir-
cling the profession of Fel-
low Craft, weightier and
more numerous responsi-
bilities are superadded.
Powerful obligations,
impelling him to be secret
obedient, honest and
charitable, guide and re-
strain him. * * *
“He is subject to the
discipline of his mother-
lodge, and to all the
penalties of Masoury.”—
Morris’s Dictionary, Art.

Fellow Craft.

DUE-GUARD OF A FELLOW CRAFT.

Hold out right hand, palm down,
height of hips, and raise left hand to
point perpendicularly upward, fore-
arm ferming a right angle with arm.

[See cut.]

SIGN OF A FELLOW CRAFT.

Made from due-guard by dropping left
hand carelessly to side while raising right
hand to left breast, fingers a little
crooked; then draw liand quickly across

the breast; then drop hand toside. [See
cut. ]

Sign of a Fellow
Craft.
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304 FELLOW CRAFT GRIPS AND WORKING TOOLS.

PASS GRIP OF A FELLOW CRAFT.

Grasp right hands as in ordi-
nary hand shaking and press
ball of thumb hard between
knuckles of first and second fingers.

PASS OF A FELLOW CRAFT—Shibboleth; the name of the
grip.

GRIP OF A FELLOW CRAFT.

Grasp right hands in the
usual way and press thumb
on knuckle joint of second
finger.

“THE WORKING TOOLS OF A FELLOW CRAFT
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Plumb. Square. Level

Are the Plumd, the Square, and the Level.

“The Plumb is an instrument made use of by operative
masons to ruise perpendiculars; the Square, to square
their work; and the Lerel,to lay horizontals; hut we, as
Free and Acceptcd Musons, are taught to make use of
them for more noble and glorious purposes; the plumb
admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations
before God and men, squaring our actions by the square
of virtue, and remembering that we are traveling upon
the level of time to that undiscovered country from
whose bourne 10 traveler returns.”-Mackey’s Rit. p. 73.

MASTER MASON S PREPARATION AND DUE-GUARD, 35

PREPARATION OF CANDIDATE, MASTER
MASON’S DEGREE.

The candidate is stripped, as in previous
degrees, but in this “Sublime Degree,”
both breasts, both arms both feet and
legs are bare. He is hood-winked ond

\ _ the cable-tow is put three times around
L § his body.

Preparation of Candidate
Master Mason’s Degree

DUE-GUARD OF A MASTER MASON.

Exténd both hands, in front of the body,
height of hips, palms down, thumbs nearly
touching each other. [See cut.]

Due-Guard, Mas-
ter Mason.



806  MASTER MASON'S SIGN, PASS GRIP AND REAL GRIP.

SIGN OF A MASTER MASON.

Made from due-guard, by dropping left
hand and drawing right hand across the
howels to the right, thumb toward the body,
height of hips. [See cut.]

Signofa asr
Mason,
PASS GRIP OF A MASTER
MASON.
3 & Grasp hands naturally and
Pass Grip of a Master Mason. press thumb between
knuckles of second and third fingers.
STRONG GRIP OF A MASTER MASON OR LION'S PAW.

. X

Hands joined as shown in cut, thumb and fingers
pressirg hard on hand and wrist of each other.

PASS OF A MASTER MASON Tubal Cain; name of grip
“THE COMP.ASSES

Are peculiarly consecrated to this de-

gree, because within their extreme

points, when properly extended, are

emblematically said to be inclosed the

principal tenets of our profession, and

hence the moral application of the Compasses, in the

third degree, is to f:};lose precious jewels of a Master

Mason, Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love.”—
Mackey’s Ritualist, page 110.
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“THE WORKING TOOLS OF A MASTER MASON., 807

Are all the implements of ma-
sonry indiscrintinately, but more
especially the Trowel.

“The Trowel is an instrument made use of by Opera-
tive Masons to spread the cement which unites a build-
ing into one common mass; but we, as Free and Accep-
ted Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more
noble and glorious purpose of spreading the cement of
brotherly love and affection; that cement which unites
us into one.sacred band, or society of friends and broth-
ers, among whom no contention, should ever exist,
but that noble contention or rather emulation; of who
can best work and best agree."—Mackey's Rit. p. 111,

THE TraceEDY OF THE THIRD DEGREE.
PLAYING MURDER AND RESURRECTION IN TEN SCENES.

SOENL I.—lenrma Mukpnr  Assault by ‘‘Jubeia” on the Candidatc
alias “Grand Master Hiram Abiff.» y ) ° Candidate



SCENE HI PLAYING MURDER —Asswull by ¢‘Jusero’” on the Conddat~

304

GCENE [V PLAYING MURDER.-Junero” strikes him with the square on left bressi,

I

~CENE V+ PLAYING MURDER.—Assault by “JusgLun’ on the Candldate,




A
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SCEND VI: PLAYING MURDER.-“JyBeLunm’’ kills lim with the Setting Maul ar.’ *nmbles him
Into the Canvas,

First Positlon. Second Posltlon. Third Posltion.
SorNE VII: PLaving DisTREsSs. —Mourning for *‘our Grand Master Hiram

ADIff.» ’

Raise hands and arms as shown in first cut, and if in
the ceremony of “‘raising” or in the dark, the words in
brackets may be used, otherwise not. [O Lord.] Bring
arms from first to second position, [My God,] bring
arms to third position [is there no help for the widow’s
Son?] bring arms to side.

PLAYING MOURNING AND RESURRECTION. 311
In the dark, when in distress, the words are O Lord,

my God iz there mno help for the widowsson?”
In the ceremony of “raising” after the second at-
tempt and failure to raise the body, first by the
Entered Apprentice’s Grip and then by the Fellow
Craft’s when this sign is given the words are, “O Lord
my God! O Lord my God! O Lord my God! I fear the

Master's word is forever lost.”

SOENE VIII: PLaYI1NG DIsTRESS.-Procession Singing Dirge for *‘our Grand
Master Hiram Abiff.»

ScexB IX: Praving REsURRECTION—Praying at Mock Resurreetion
of Candidate alias “our Grand Master Hiram Abiff.”



812 FIVE POINTS OF FELLOWSHIP AND THREE STEPS.

FIVE POINTS OF FELLOWSHIP.

Foot to foot, knee to knee, breast to
breast,hand to back and cheek to cheek,
or mouth to ear, when they whisper:
Mah-hali-bone, which is the Master's
word.

of Fellowship.

EMBLEMS™™ OF TIIE MASTER MASON'S DEGREE.
“THE TUREE STEPS
Usually delineated up-
on the Master’s carpest,
are emblematical of
the three principal
stages of human life,
viz: youth, manhood,
and age,. In youthas
Iintered Apprentices,
*we ought industrious-
<_ly tooceupy our minds
Min the attainment of
: = useful knowledge; in
manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should apply our knowl-
edge to the discharge of our respective duties to God,
our neighbor, and ourselves; that so in age, as Master
Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflection consequent

on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious
immortahty.

Norr 383.—“Under the term Emblems, writers include those conveyiné

both the esotery andexotery of Masonic knowledge.* —Morris’s Dictionary.
Art, Emblems. '

EMBLEMS MASTER MASON'S DEGREE, 313
““THE POT OF INCENSE
Is an emblem®™ of a pure heart, which is
always an acceptable sacrifice to the Deity;
and as this glows with fervent heat, so
should our hearts continually glow with
gratitude to the great and beneficent Au-
thor of our existente, for the manifold
blessings and comforts we enjoy.
“THE BEE HIVE

Is an emblem of industry, and
recommends the practice of that
y virtue to all created bemgs, from
% the highest seraph in heaven {o
®fzmm the lowest reptile of the dust [ete.
B See p. 307 of “Freemasonsy 11"

“THE BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS GUARDED BY THE TYLER'S
SWOKD

Reminds us that we should be ever
watchful and guarded in our
thoughts, words and actions, partic-
ularly when before the enemies of
Masonry; ever bearing 1n remem-
brance those truly Masonic virtues, silence and cireum-
spection.
“THE SWORD POINTING TO A NAKED IIEART
¥ Demonstrates that justice will
sooncer or later overtake us; and al-
though our thoughts, words and
, actions may be hidden from
the eyes of man, yet that

NoTe 384—“Everything in the esotery of the saciety is written down, or
engraved upon durable objects by Symbols. Each of th?se has a pu.blic
and private meaning, the latter communicated only by suitable x.'estricnons
to proper persons. These Symbols form a large part of the universal lan-
guage of Masonry." —Morris's Diclionary, Ari. Symbol



814 EMBLEMS MASTER MASON'S DEGREE.
“ALL-SEEING EYE,

Whom the Sun
Moon and Stars
obey, and under
whose watchful
care even comets
perform their
stupendous revo-
lutions, pervades
the iInmost re-
cesses of the hu-
man heart, and
will reward us according to our merits.

“THE ANCHOR AND ARK

Are emblems of a well-grounded
hope, and a well-spent life. They
are emblematical of that divine -
ark,|ete. See p. 8309 of “ Freemasonry I1lustrated ]
““THE FORTY-SEVENTH PROBLEM OF KUCLID,
This was ar invention of our ancient
friend and brother, the great Pythagoras,
who, in his travels through Asia, Africa
and Europe, was initiated into the several
orders of priesthood,[etc. See page 310.
“THE HOUR GLASS

Is an emblem of human life. Be.
hold! how swiftly the sands run,

and how rapidly our lives are draw-
ing to a close!
“THE SCYTHE

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the
brittle thread of life, and launches
us into eternity.  Behold! what
havoc the scythe of time makes
among the human race! If by chance
we should escape.” [etc. See p. 311.]
= ~—Sickels’s Monitor, pages 113-119.

EMBLEMS MASTER MASON’S DEGREE. 315

THE SETTING MAUL, S8PADE AND COFFIN.

“The second class
of emblems are not
m n —. monitorial, and
/i = () === therefore their true
= interpretation can
»nly be obtained within the tyled recesses of the lodge.
They consist of the Setting Maul, the Spade,_ the
Coffin, and the Sprig of Acacia. They afford subjects
Of serious and solemn reflection to the rational and
contemplative mind."—Mackey’s Ritualist, page 131.

FourTtH, oR MARK MAsTER'S DEGREE.

~ [PIRST DEGREE OF THE CHAPTER. |
CRAFISMEN FROM THE QUARRIES.

Junjor Deacon Senlor Deacon.



316 PENALTY OF AN IMPOSTER.

Pcnalty of an Imposter, when detected in
trylng to collcct wages not due. Appet ==~

Due-Guard Mark Master.

\

Preparation or Mark Mas-
ter's Degree.  Strip) ¢d to his
shirt and drawers and both
breasts barc ; hoodwinked
and a cable-tow four times

. around his body.

DUE-GUARD OF A MARK MASTER.

Third and fourth fingers of right
hand closed; thumb and first and
second fingers extended; position of
carrying the keystone; then bring
right hand up to right ear and move
t back ‘and forth as if brushing
back a lock of hair, ear passing be-
tween thumb and finger each timec.
[See cut.] This refers to the pen-
alty of having right ear smote off,

SIGN, MARK MASTER.

Made from due-guard
by dropping right hand
and arm to a horizontal |
position, extended In LQ
front on a line with the G
hips, and at same time
raise left hand about the
height of your chin, and
bring it down edgewise
on right wrist, as if to
chop off right hand.

GRAND HAILING SIGN.

Close the third and
fourth fingers of right
hand, extendin the
thumb and secons finger
—the position in which

Grand Hafling Sign of

Distress, Mark Master

HEAVE OVER, OR
PRINCIPAL SIGN.

With a vigorous
slap place back of &)
'right hand in palm
"of left, both being
flat and held down
near right hip, then
swing them togeth-
er over to l¢ftshoul-
der.

SIGN OF RECEIVING
WAGES.

Hand and arm
extended, third and
fourth fingers clos-
ed, thumb and first
fingersextended and

Principal Sign. Spl‘ead as 1n cut. Sign of Receiving Wages.



318 GRIPS AND WORKING TOOLS OF A MARK MABTER.
PASS GRIP OF A MARK MASTER.

Right hbands
grasped, as if to
pull a person up
a steep Dbank,
thumbs touchin ——_
a't ends' [See cut‘- ass Grip of Mark Mast r

REAL GRIP OF A MARK MASTER.

Little fingers
loeked, others
closed, points of
B Noiiisi™ thumbs together as
\ P A SOy Y\ shown in cut.

2

Real Grip of & Mark Master.

Worn: Siroc, or Mark Well.
WORKING TOOLS OF A MARK MASTER.

“ THE CHISEL
Morally demonstrates the advantages of

discipline and education. The mind, Iike the I\
diamond in its original state, 1s rude and
unpolished, but as the effect of the chisel
on the external coat soon presents to view
the latent beauties of the diamond, so educa-
tion discovers the latent virtues of the
mind, and draws them forth to range the
large field of matter and space, to display
the summit of human knowledge, our duty
to God and to man.”

“ THE MALLET

Morally teaches us to correct irregularities, and to re-

' duce man to a proper level; so that, by quiet
deportment he may, in the school of discipline,
learn to be content. What the mallet is to
the workman, enlightened reason is to the
passion; it curbs ambition, it depresses envy,
1t moderates anger, and it encourages good

DUE-GUARD AND SIGN OF A PAST MASTER. 319

dispositions; whence arises among good Masons that
comely order,

‘“Ivhich nothing earthly gives, or can destroy,
1the soul's calin sunshine, and the heartfelt jox,"
— Mackey'& Ritualist, page 288.

THE MARK OF A MARK MASTER.

“Tn the passage from the second chapter
of Revelations, which is read during the pre-
sentation of the keystone, it is most prohable
that by the white stone and the ‘new name.’
St. John referred to these tokens of alliance
and friendship."—Mackey's Rit. page 287.

DUE-GUARD OF A
PAST MASTER.

Fingers of right
hand closed, end
of thumb be-
tween closed lips,
as if  ready to
split  open  the
tongue with
| thumb nail. [See
ent and penalty
ot obligation. ]

SIGN OF & PAST

MASTER.

. Raise right hand
= W ta left shoulder,
= ) ¥ Lhand open, and.—

=3 : draw it diagonal- =

B ly down across '

Step and Do-Guard of a bOdy to ”ght hll),
Past Master. thus crossing the Sign of a Past Master,

penalties of the first three degrees. [Sce eut. ]




320 PREPARATION MOST EXCELLENT MASTER.

GRIP OF A PABT MASTER.

Give Master Mason’s grip,
inside of right feet together,
then whisper the * Word ™
Giblim. Next grasp left
arms just above the wrist
with right hands and right
arms at elbow with left
hands, saying as change 1is
made, From a grip to »
span.

Grip of a Past Master.

PRE 'ARATION OF CANDIDATE,
MOST EXCELLENT MASTER'S DEGREE.

Junior Deacon removes candidate’s
roat, and puts a cable-tow six times

sround his body. No hoodwink in
this degree.

Preparat! on Mos!
Excellent Ma 1

Y

1
PENAL SIGN, ¥
MOST EXCEL-
LENT MASTER.

Hands on
centreofbreast,
fingers just
touching each
other, and
crooked, asifto
tear open your
breast, which
is the penalty
of this degree.
[See cut.]

SIGN, OR SIGN
OF ASTONISH~
MENT.

Hands and

Sign of Astonishment,
Arms eXtended Mcst Excellent Mnster‘

Duc-Guard, or Penal Slgn, °,
Most Excellent Master.  forwards  and

upwards, eyes rolled back, as shown in the cut.

GRIP, MOST EXCELLENT MASTER.
7 Grasp right hands,
A and with finger ou
under side and
thumb on top press
third finger near

Grip, Moscllcnt Mastcer.
knuckle. |Sece cut. |
“Tt is this bringing of
the ark into the, tem-
ple with shouting and
praise, and depositing
it in the holy spot
where it was thence- C

forth to remain, that is commemorated by a portion of
the ceremonies of the Most Excellent Master's degree
—DMackey’s Rituulist, page 328.
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322 ROYAL ARCH CANDIDATES.

Reya: ArchDue Ouard—1st Position.

Royal Arch Due-Guard—®d Position.

BOYAL ARCH DEGREE.

ROYAL ARCH DUE-GUARD.

Turning to the left and lookingup,
raisc left hand and arm, as shown in
cut, first pogition, palm of hand out;
then bring up right hand, with aslight
slap on back of left; then turnto the
right, and raise right hand, and bring
up left hand with a slap onright hand.
{In some Chapters this is called the
penal sign, asit 1s.]

Royal Arch Sign.

)
ROYAL ARCH SIGN.

Right hand held with edge against *
forebeed, thumbd next to forehead;
then draw hand across to the right.
This refers to the penalty of the de-
gree—skull smote off,

sy
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Candldates Passing over the *“Rough and Rugged Road” from Babylon to Jerusalem.

ROYAL ARCH DEGREE. 325
. ROYAL ARCH G. HATLING SIGN.

Fingers interlaced and
held over the head as
shown in cut, first posi-
tion; turning to the right
bring hands down on
thighs with a slight slap
as if suffering severe pain
10 the back.

Sign of Grand Master First Vedl,
HoldIng out a canc.

Sign of G. Master Sccond Vell,
Putting right hand into bosom.

WORDS OF G. M. FIRST VEIL.
Shem, Ham and Japheth.
WORDS OF G. M. SECOND "VEIL
Shem, Japheth and Adeanire:,
WORDS OF G. M. THIRD V<ic.

Haggai, Joshua and Zer-
rubbabel.

Sign of Grand Master Third Veil. STGN F‘_T, OF G. M. THIRD VET%,
Fouring out water as shown in cut Tha,t of Aerrul)babe] or T!"dthr




326 ““THE WORKING TOOLS OF A ROYAL ARCH MASOX.

Arve the Crow, Pickaxe and
Spade. 'The Crow is used by

. _.operative masons to raise
— | things of great weight and bulk
4 the Pickaxe to loosen the soil
and prepare it for digging;and
the Spade to remove rubbish.
But the Royal Arch Mason is
emblematically taught to use h em for more noble purposes,
By them he is reminded that it is his sacred duty tolift from
Jus mind the heavy wei%ht of passions and prejudices which
encumber his progress towards virtue, loosenlni the hold
which long habits of sin and folly have had upon his disposi-
tion, and removing the rubbish of vice and ignorance, which
prevents him from beholding that eternal foundation of truth
and wisdom upon which he is to erect the spiritual and mor-
al temple of his second life.”—8ickels’s Monitor, Part 2, p. 65.

SQUARES OF OUR THREE ANCIENT GRAND MASTERS.

“I'reemasonry is throughout so connected a system that we
are continually meeting in aninferior degree with something
that is left to be explainedin a higher. Such is thecase with
the three squares oI/) our ancient Grand Masters, whose pecul-
iar history can only be understood by those who have ad-
vanced to the degree of Select Master.”-Mackey's Rit.p.381.

“THE EQUILATERAL OR PERFECT TRIANGLE.

Is emblematical of the three essential !
attributes of Deity, namely : Omnipres-
ence, Omniscience and Omnipotence,
and ag theequal sides or equal angles |,
form but one TRIANGLE, 80 these three &
equal attributes constitute but one God. £ ;
—8ickel’s Monitor, Part 2, page 73. ELE

THE ROYAL ARCH BANNER, -

, UNITTTITANN )
@ Which should be displayed in eve
W regular Chapter of Royal Arch Masorfg:
7 is composed of the four standards used
= WA to distinguish. the four principal tribes
S ¢ of the children of Israel who bore their

h BANNERS through the wilderness.”
A\ —Sickel's Monitor, Part 2, page 76,




328 GRAND OMNIFIC OR ROYAL ARCH WORD.

This must only be given by a group of three. Each
with his right hand grasps the right wrist of the com-
panion on the left, and with his left hand the left wrist
of his companion on his right, throwing forwaxd his
right foot, hollow in front, his toe touching the heel of
his companion on the right. This is called three times
three, as there are three right hands, three left hands
and three feet forming three triangles. They then re-

peat the verse given on pagc 500 of Freemasonry Illus-
{rated.

They then balance three times three, with a short
pause between each
three, when they raise
their right hands over
their heads, as shown in
cut,and the Grand Om-
nific Royal Arch word
is given in low breath
in syllables, as follows:
The first one says Jah,
second one buh, third
onc lun; then the sec-
ond one says Jah, third
- one buh, and first one
lun; then the third one
says Jah, first one buh,
second one lun.

The word Je-ho-vah
is treated in the same
= way,and the word G-o-d
5 is given in the same

: : way but letter by let-

Groap of Three, Giving Grand Omninc  ter, thus each of the
Word. three being repeated

three times, varying each time as explained. In some
Chapters only the word Je-ho-vah is given in this way,
and in others the word Jah-Bel-On was formerly used.

ROYAL MASTER'S DEGREE. 329

Due-Guard.

DUE-GUARD OF A ROYAL MASTER.

Place forefinger of right hand on lips.

1
GRIP OF THE BROKEN TRIANGLE, OR ROYAL MASTERS

Royal Masters Grip.

DUE-GUARD, OR FIRST SIGN OF A SELECT
MASTER.

Arms held sipilar to second position
in Master Mason's sign of distress, with
hands clenched in allusion to the penalty
of the obligation; to have both hands
chopped off to the stump  See cut.

GRIP.

Right hand hold of each other's
right wrist,and left hand hold of each
other’s left wrist, raise arms as if to
begin giving the Royal Arch Word,
when left hands fall to s,lde and
right drop on to each other’s shoul-
ders, each looks down and the
dialogue begins.

Thrice Il l%cstrious Master— Alas!

Deputy Master—TPoor Hiram!

[If takes three to give the Grand
Omnific or Royal Arch Word as ex-
plained on pages 146 and 326.]

Due-Guard or,188
Sign.



330 SELECT MASTER'S DEGREE.

SECOND SELECT MASTER'S 8IGN. -

Crossing hands and arms as in engraving
quickly draw the hands edgewise across
the body, downwards, as though in the act
of quartering your body; then hands drop to
side. This refers to the penalty in obliga-
tion, to have the body quartered.

THIRD SELECT MASTER'S SIGN.

Place the hands over eyes as shown in
engraving, and quickly jerk arms down-
wards, as though tearing out your eyes
and throwing them on the groundsthen
hands drop to side. This also refers to
the penalty in obligation.

_"T- e - =
84 8. M. Bign,

FOURTH SELECT MASTER'S
SIGN.

Place left hand on upper
part of forehead, palm down
and right hand over it, heels
together and body erect as
in cut first position. Then
take a long, vigorous step
with right foot, throwing
out hands and arms as in
cut, second position.

\ =
1st position. 24 position.
4th Belect Master's Sign.

SELECT MASTER'S DEGREE. 321

OTHER SELECT MAS-
TER'S SIGNS.

Forefinger of left
hand on upper lip,
hand open, palm in-
ward and forearm
horizontal; say, Si-
LENCE.

Right hand on
bowels and, say,
SECRECY.

Lett forefinger to
lips and right hand
over cyes and say, SILENCE AND DARKNESS.

SELECT M\STER'S GRIP.

Left hand on candidate’s right breast then grasp the
right lapel of his coat just below the collar, saying.
Rise, Izabud! be voluntarily deaf, dumb and blind to ail
you may hear and see in the ninth arch. This (the grip
of the lapel of his coat) is the grip of a Select Master
and the word 1s IzaBuD or Ism Sonr which signifies.
Man of my choice, or Select Master.

Other Select Master’s Signs.

DUE-GUARD OR FIRST SIGN, SUPER-EXCELLENT
MASTER.

Cross arms, as shown in cut, fingers
clinched, thumbs pointing upwards.

SECOND SIGN SUPER-EXCELL-
ENT MASTER.

Right hand and elbow
height pf the eyes, two first
= fingers extended like a fork,

First Sten. 8. B thumb and other fingers

clinched; then draw arm back, as shown
in cut, and dart hand and arm forward
horizontally. fhis alludes to the pen- N\
alty of S. E. Master’s obligation—eyes==22 &
gouged out.

Sceond s:fgus. E.Masster




332 SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER'S DEGREE.

GRAND HAILING S8IGN OF DISTLE3S 0F A
SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTLR.

Right hand clinched, make sign of a Past
Master with a zig zag motion, and alludes to
a portion of the obligation, that of beirg
bound in chains of brass. The word accom-
panying the last sign is NaHOD ZaBop BoNE.

Grand Ialling Sign
of S. K. Master.

Right hands
grasped, as if to
pull a person up a
steep bank,thumbs
touching at ends,

This is same as Mark Master's grip.

Worn: Siroc, or Mark Well.

REAL GRIP,SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER.

Same as pass grip, except grasping
each other by both hands, arms
crossed. See cut.

1st. (says) Saul the first King
of Israel.

ond. (says) Zedekiah the last King
of Judah. '

The two last sentences are called
the “Word” or “Pass.”

Real grip S. E. Master.

i

KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROS8. 333
DRAW SWORDS.

First Motion. At the word ‘“draw,” grasp scabbard
with left and sword with right hand, and draw sword
about two inches.

Second Motion. At the word “swords,” draw sword
out, and throwing right hand in front, drop sword 1n
hollow of elbow,

Third Motion. Bring right hand with hilt of sword
to right thigh, elbow a little bent, sword (3
perpendicular and held by thumb and fore- 14§
finger. This is the position of

CARRY SWORDS.

As this is the usual position of holding a
sword, the positionis asssumed 1n execcuting
the order 1o “Draw—swords,” and resumed
at the command “Recover,” given after a
salute or when-a cross is formed.

Carry swords.

PRESENT SWORDS.

Sword being at “carry,” at the word “pre-
sent” grasp It firmly and at the word
“swords” raise sword perpendicularly, guard
or hilt height of shoulder, arm against
the body., See cut.

After “Present—swords,” the order ‘‘Carry
—swords,” is executed by extending the
hand in front when sword drops in hollow
of arm at clbow; then bring hand and hilt
to right thigh, sword perpendicular.



334 OPENING CEREMONIES,

BALUTE.

Bring sword to “present,” then ex-
tend arm and let point of sword drop
as shown in cut, hand on right thigh,
back of hand up.

RETUBRN SWORDS,

First Motion. Bringswords to “pre-
sent” and at same time grasp scabbard
with left hand near the mouth.

Second Motion. Drop point of
gword to the mouth of the scabbard and
turning the head to the left raise the

Balute
hand wlren the sword is pushed in, then, eyes front and
hands at side.

FORM CROSS.

This command is given only when lines are formed
facing inward, as for reception of Sovereign Master, or
Eminent Commander, as he is called in the nextdegree,
or for inspection and review.

Knights facing
each other, each
throws right foot
forward about eigh-
teen inches, throw-
ing the weight of
the body forward
and right arm ex-
tended forward and
and npward, when
swords of opposite
knights are crossed
about eight inches
from the point. Form oross.

ENIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS, 335

SWORD CUTS.

There are seven reqular sword
cuts, and when at such practice,
the officer in command orders the
cuts by the numbers.

The preliminary commands are,
first: “Prepare to guard!” when
sword is brought to the position
of “present;’ when the second
preliminary command, “Guard!”
1S is given, and each throws the right

gword cuts. foot forward about eighteen inches
and at same time extends right arm and cross swords
with each other as in “form cross” except that swords
are crossed about midway of the blade. Swords are
held in this position till the order for the cuts is given.

Cur ONE is a downward cut from the right toward
the neck, as shown in engraving, when sword is
brought back to position of “prepare to guard,” and
after each cut swords are brought to “prepare to guard.”

Cut Two is same as cut one, except a l¢ft downward
stroke toward the neck.

Cur THREE is made by a sweep of the sword around
to the right and then up toward the legs as shown in
engraving, and is called a ‘right under cut.”

Cur Fouris the same as cut three, but from the left
and called a “left under cut.” ‘

Cux Frve is a cut from the right toward the body at
or near the waist.

Cur Six is the same as cut five except from the left.

Cut SEVEN is a vertical cut toward the head and ia
called the ‘‘head cut.”



336 KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS,

JEWISH PASS.

Master of Palace advances to Sovereign Master,
brings his sword to “recover,” when they give “the
word over an arch of steel,” as follows: They clash

Giving Jewlish Pass.

Giving Persian Pass.

their swords together and then
give cuts one and four [See page
132 as in regular sword practice,
the blows bemmg parried. Each
then throws forward his left foot
and grasps the other's right shoul-
der with bhis left hand, when a
dialogue takes place.
Master of Palace—Jupan.
Soveretgn Master—BENTAMIN.
Master of Palace—BENJ MIN.
Sovereign Master—J v v A H.
They resume their places.)

PERSIAN PASS.

Sword practice as before, ex-
cept that there are four regular
cuts, two, one, four and two and

the WOI‘d”iS “given under an arch
of steel.

Chancellor—~TATNAL
Sovereign Master—SHETHAR-
BOZANT. :
Chancellor~SHETHAR-BOZANL.
Sovereign Master—TATNAL
They resume their stations.)

KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS. 337

RED CROSS WORD.

The knights opposite each other
give cuts one, fico and four, then
each draws back his sword in a
quick, threatening manner as if
to thrust it into his companion,
each of the Second Division whis-
pering, VERIT:s, and the First
answering, RIGHT.

RED CROSS GRAND SIGN, GRIP AN WORD.

Knights advance to each other; First Division gives
cut three with swords: then each raises lus left hand
and places thamb and forefinger against his lips, the
others spread open upward as if holding a horn to give
a blast,and then with a graceful sweep forin a semi-
circle around to the left, when hand falls to side. Then
give cuts one, four and tico with sword and throwing left
foot forward interlace the fingers of left hands, when
knights of First Division whisper to Second Division,
LiBeraTas, and Second replies, The word is right. ~ All
the way through each knight of the First Division
takes the knight opposite him in the Second Division.

RRed Cross bigu Red Cross Grip.



333 KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE. KNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE. 339

DUE-GUARD OF A KNIGHT TEMPLAR.

Thumb of right hand under the chin, as
gshown in cut, fingers closed in hand.

/L%?_%( 8"
Wﬁ‘?ﬁfm YT

This alludes to the penalty of the obliga-
i ' tion. Head placed on the highest spire in
@[ | Christendom.
— ! i Due-ua
] Table {n the Chamber or:i;_t;cction. Pl;g\rim Denitent. PILGRIM WARRIOR'S PASS.
o This is given in the same manner
. as the Persian pass.
EY % S Four sword cuts are given, the
7 fourth being toward the neck, either

cut No. 1 or 2, when the Pilgrim
Warrior's pass, Maher-shalal-hash-
baz, 1s given under an arch of steel.
See cut.

PILGRIM PENITENT'S PASS.

Golgotha; given nnder an arch of
steel.  The same as the Pilgrim
Warrior's pass

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR GRIP AND
WORD.

’ Fingers of right hands and left
hands interlaced and of course
arms cross.d, as shown in cut.

Imvacvrate Worp, Imman-

= uel. (Spoken as arms are crossed.
Knights Templar Grip.

> J
Triangle and twelve tapers.

e s



340 EKNIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE,

gnforcing fifth libation,

ENIGHTS TEMPLAR GRAND HAILING
SIGN.

Right foot crossed over the
left as shown incut. Arms and
hands extended and head inclined
to the right. Then say, “In hoc
signo vinces,” the motto of the
order. It is pretended that
Christ hung on tﬁe cross in this
manner. .

KNIGHT OF MALTA SIGN.

Both hands held out as if warming them;
\r9 then quickly seize left hand near knuckle
K5~ joint of little finger with thumb and fore-
finger of right hand, raising them in this

jerked apart and hands and arms exterded
downward at an angle of forty-five degrees,
fingers extended, palms down.” This is sup-
- Ri)se.d to represent Paul on the island of
Knight ot Mai- Melita, discovering a scorpion on his hand

w Slgn.  and jerking it off into the fire where he was
warming.

position as high as the chin ‘when they are

BT
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Enight of M:_al_ta grand
Sign and Grip,

KNIGHT OF MALTA DEGREE. 341

GRAND SIGN AND GRIP, KN GHT OF MALTA,

Eminent Commander (to candidate}—
Thomas, reach hither thy finger and
feel the print of the nails. (They join
right hands each forcing the forefinger
info the palm cf the other’s hand.)

Eminent Commander—Reach hither
thy hand and thrust it into my side.
(Each extends his left hand and arm,
thrusting it into the other's left side,
right hands still joined.]

FEminent Commander—My Lorb.

Candidate (prowpted)—AND MY GoOD.



NOMENCLATURE AND CLASSIFICATION
OF THE GRADES IN FREEMASONRY

SYMBOLIC GRADES

Conferred only in regular Lodges of Master Masons,

duly constituted by Grand Lodges
1° Entered Apprentice 2° Fellowcraft
3° Master Mason

INEFFABLE GRADES

9° Master Elect of Nine .
6° Perfect Master 10° Master Elect 0f Fifteen
6° Intimate Secretary 11° Sublime Master Elected
7° Provost and Judge 12° Grand Master Architect
8° Intendant of the building 13° Master of the Ninth Arch
14° Grand Elect Mason

Conferred in a Lodge of Perfection, 14°, duly con-

slt;itl?gtgd under authority of the Supreme Council of
the 33°.

ANCIENT HISTORICAL AND TRADITIONAL GRADES

156° Knight of the East or 16° Prince of Jerusalem
Sword

Conferred in a Council, Princes of Jerusalem, 16°¢

APOCALYPTIC AND CHRISTIAN GRADES

17° Knight of the East and West
18° Knight of Rose Croix de H-R-D-M
Conferred in a.Chapter of Rose Croix
de H-R-D-M, 18°

MODERN HISTORICAL, CHIVALRIC, AND
PHILOSOPHICAL GRADES
27° Commander of the Temple
28° Knight of the Sun
29° Knight of St. Andrew
22* Prince of Libanus 80° Grand Elect Kadosh or
28* Chieft of the Tabernacle Knight of the White and
24° Prince-of the Tabernacle Black Eagle
25° Knight of the Brazen 81° Grand Inspector
Serpent Inquistor Commander
26° Prince of Mercy 82°Sublime Prince of the
Royal Secret

Conferred in a Consistory, Sublime Princes of
the Royal Secret, 32°.
OFFICIAL GRADES
33° Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Conferred only by the SUPREME COUNCIL, 88°,

and upon those who may be elected to receive it by
that high body which assembles yearly.

4° Secret Master

19° Grand Pontift
20° Master ad Vitam
21° Patriarch Noachjte
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WE CAN SUPPLY ANY MASONIC
BOOK IN PRINT
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Write for literature describing our
complete line of books on Masonic
subjects, including:

Guides

Rituals

Monitors

Histories
Instructors
Encyclopedia
Memory Aids
Speechmaking
Masonic Bibles
Eastern Star Books
Masonic Philosophy
- and many others.

Order with confidence from a firm
which has continuously served the
Craft since 1867.
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EZRA A. COOK PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

P. O. Box 796, Chicago 91, lllinois
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LESTER'S “LOOK TO THE EAST”
(Revised)

Contalning the model Webb Work o the Entel:-
ed Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason's
Degrees, with their Opening and Closing Cere-
monies, Lectures, etc. Ritually and Monitorislly
complete. Edited by Ralph P. Lester.

This is a complete Pocket Manual of the First
Three Degrees of Masonry. It contains neither pass-
words, grips, nor any other purely esoteric matter.
It affords therefore, a thorough and valuable guide
to the above Degrees, divested of everything that
any member of the Fraternity would object to see
in print, or hesitate to carry in his pocket.

Bound in Cloth, Postpaid, $2.80

RICHARDSON'S MONITOR OF FREEMASONRY

A ¢omplete Guide to the varions Ceremopies and
Routine in Freemasons’ Lodges, Chapters, Encamp-
menta, Hierarchies, ete., etec., in all the Degrees,
whether Modern, Ancient, Ineffable or Historical;
containing Engravings of the Signs, Tokens and
Grips, and descriptions of the Regalia and Jewels,
and likewise the Pass-Words and other Secret
Words in each Degree. Profusely illustrated with
explanatory Engravings and Plates. By Jabex
Richardson, A. M. Any Society of Masons who wish
to work in the higher Degrees, or in any Degree
whatever, will ind this book an invaluable aid to
them. 192 pages. Bound in Cloth, Postpaid, $1.80

A NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FREEMASONRY
In two volumes, 16 full plates and other illus-

trations. Bound {n Cloth with Gold Stamping.

Fine used set (not new). Price, $12.00

Treats with Masonic tradition, gives detailed in-
formation in regard to various association and
movements within the sphere of Masonry. Explains
ancient mysteries, dogmss, ete. .
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HAND BOOK OF FREE MASONRY

By Edmond Ronayne, Past Master of Keystone
Lodge, No. 639, Chicago. Latest Revised Edition, with
portraits, enlarged to 284 pages, 85 illustrations.

Cloth bound, postpaid, $3.00
Paper bound, postpaid, $2.00

This work gives the correct or “Standard” work and
ritual of Masonry; the proper position of each officer
in the Lodge rooni, order of opening and closing the
Lodge, dress of candidates, ceremony of initiation, the
the correct method of conferring the three degrees of
“Ancient Craft Masonry,” Entered Apprenticeship,
Fellow Craft and Master Mason, the proper manner
of conducting the business of the Lodge. and giving
the signs, grips, pass-words, etc.. all of which are
accurately illustrated with 85 engravings. The oaths,
obligations and lectures are quoted verbatim and can
be reiied upon as correct. In short, it is a complete
and accurate Lodge manual

THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER'S ASSISTANT

By Robert Macoy, 33°. This is really two books in
one—a complete Lodge Master's buok of instructions,
bound together with “The Masonic Jurist”” The entire
scope of government and usage in a Lodge is herein
covered, including memorial services, and public demon-
strations of all kinds Masonic in character. An elabo-
rate index is given. The deficiencies of the varions moni-
tors are here amply suoolied.

Cloth bound, postpaid, $2 50

MAH-HAH-BONE

By Edmond Ronayne. Boufd in fine cloth. 690 pages,
135 illustrations.

Comprises the “Hand Book of Free Masonry” and
“Master's Carpet,” in one volume. The value and con-

. venience of this combined book will be seen at once.

As the Master’s Carpet frequently refers to the Hand
Book, and the Hand Book as frequently refers to the
“Carpet,” by having both books under one cover; refer-
ence can be made In an instant.

Cloth bound, postpaid, $5.00




BLUE LODGE AND CHAPTER

By Edmond Ronayne, Bound in fine Cloth.
B04 DPAEEB ..ooeecveeeecceiicneaenreenssasaanonsnisnane Price $5.00

This book comprises the Hand Book of Free Ma.
sonary, which gives the written and the ‘““unwritten”
work of the three degrees of Blue Lodge Masonry,
and the complete work of the four degrees of Chap-
ter Masonry, including the Royal Arch degree. This
makes & compact, handy and economical volume.

ADOPTIVE MASONRY ILLUSTRATED

A full and complete ritual of the five Eastern
Star or Ladies’ Degrees, by Thomas Lowe, com-
rising the degrees of .fephtha’s Daughter, Ruth,
%sther, Martha and Electa, and known as the
Daughter’'s Degree, Widow’'s Degree, Wife's De-
gree, Sister’s Degree and the Benevolent Degree.

Cloth, $1.25

BELL’S EASTERN STAR RITUAL

The most authentic and up-to-date Ritual of the
Eastern Star published.

Gives the five Degrees in full with complete work,
signs and grips. Also includes burial and memorial
services. [llustrated with numerous engravings,
Contains a history of the Order and parliamentary
rules for conducting the Lodge. This is an entirely
new feature and makes the book complete in every
detail. A ritual that every member should possess.
Bound in paper and cloth,

Cloth Bound, Postpaid $1.50

MASONIC BURIAL SERVICE

B{ Robert MacoyJ. General instructions, services
in the Lodge Room, Church or House, and at the
Grave. Bound in boards, illustrated, 36 pages.

Cloth, $1.00
Paper, 50 centa

. «

DUNCAN’S MASONIC RITUAL AND MONITOR
COMPLETE—(First to the Seventh Degrees)

This Ritual is the complete works of the Degrees
in Masonry, explained and interpreted in the clear-
est possible manner, and it is the design of the
author to furnish in plain language a graphic de-
scription of all Rites and Ceremonies practiced so
as to facilitate the progress of the younger members
of the order, step by step.

They contain the ceremonies as they are (or should
be) performed, the Pass-Words, Grips, Signs, Tokens,
Jewels, Emblems, Lectures and Plans of the Interior
of Lodges, and are fully explained with numerous
Notes and Engravings.

These are valuable books for the Fraternity. No
Mason should be without them. Parts I and II in
one Volun}e. Cloth, Postpaid, $3.00

Part [—(Revised) First to Third Degrees)

A complete guide to the three symbolic degrees
of A. F. & A. M. Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft
and Master Mason, together with the Constitution
and By-Laws of the Lodge. By Malcolm C. Duncan.

Cloth, Postpaid, $2.00

Part II—(Fourth to Seventh Degrees)

This Work is a complete Ritual of the Mark Mas-
ter, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and the
Royal Arch degrees. By Malcolm C. Duncan.

Cloth, Postpaid, $2.00

POCKET LEXICON OF FREEMASONRY

By J. W. Me}'ris. A reliable companion to the young
Mason on the ritual and customs of the Order, as well
as a memory-aid to the older brethren. 58 pages.

Cloth bound, postpaid,$1.25.
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MASONIC QUIZ BOOK
or

“ASK ME ANOTHER,
BROTHER?”

1001 Questions and Answers telling of the origins,
formation and growth of all the York and Scottish Rite
Degrees. Answers tell of the interpretations of the symbols
and emblems and many interesting Biblical facts, inter.
woven with the Ritual of Masonry,

A Masonic primer for those brethren who are anxious
to know something about how his Lodge came to be, who
helped its growth and what are its antecedents and tra.
ditions. Also contains a descriptive synopsis of the Scot-
tish Rite Degrees and a Dictionary loaded with interesting
facts about Masonry.

None of the secret work or esoteric matter, but filled with
interesting facts about the fraternity; definitions. incidents
and some historical events of keen interest. No Mason,
at all interested in the story of his Lodge, should be with.
out one.

288 pages, 514"x8". :
Bound in Cloth, postpaid, $3.00

EZRA A. COOK PUBLICATIONS, Inc.

P. O. Box 796 Chicago 90, Illinois
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