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THE ENTERED APPRENTICE
MEANING OF THE TERM

ENTERED APPRENTICE”
Prior to the establishmentof the Apprentice-

ship Systemthe operativemasonsrecruited their
workmen from threeprincipal sources;(1) quarry
workers, who had acquired some skill in working
with stone; (2) masons’servantsandlaborers,who
were readily availablefor instruction; (3) younger
men, such as sons and nephews, of masons’
families, who might naturally follow in the foot-
stepsof their relatives

The Apprenticeshipsystem wasfirst developed
in London about 1230 A D but was not widely
employedin Britain until the 1500’s Great impe-
tus was given to cathedralbuilding following the
Renaissance,or transitional movement between
medieval and modern periods in the 1500’s The
extent of store fortifications and castlesrequired
by the Crown, called for larger building organiza-
tions, better trained workmen, and a plentiful
supplyof skilledlabor.

Specialcare was usedin the selectionof young
men who sought to become apprenticed to the
masontrade No bondsmen were admitted, and
only thoseof lawful blood, whole of limb, and of
good moral characterwere acceptedThese bound
themselvesto servefaithfully for a term, generally
seven years, under tutorship of a Fellow or a
Master Upon his acceptance,thenameof thenew
apprenticewas recorded in a book where future
recordsof his advancementmight be inscribed.

Clothing generally consistedof a loose tunic
tucked into leather breechesand secured with a
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belt whichalsoservedto carry sometools Over the
front the workmanwore anapron composedof the
wholehideof ananimal, probablya lamb or a calf.
Gloveswereworn whenneededto protectthehands
from splintersand thesewere generallygauntleted
whenworking on scaffolding

The toolsusedin the variousoperationswithin
thelodge or workshopand aboutthebuilding were
sometimesthe property of the employer, as was
frequently the casein the constructionand repair
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of church properties. In some casestlccy wcic
furnished by the Master Mason (contraitoti cit
owned by the individual workman. At least out’
instance is recorded of a Master bequeathinghis
tools to a favored apprentice Some of the tools
used were the hammer-axe,brick-axe, pick-axe,
trowel, square,level, and plumb-rule [t should be
particularly notedthat severalof thesetoolswere
alsoused asmoral emblems,a practicepeculiarto
masons.

The apprentice, in addition to instruction,
generally received board, and keep, and occa-
sionally an outfit of clothing Masons’wageswere
fixed by statute after 1563 Article VI of the
Regius manuscript (about 1390) provides that a
Mastershall not takeasmuch pay for the work of
assapprenticeasfor that of theskilled journeyman
or Fellowcraft.

Starting as a rough hewer, the apprenticewas
taught to square, cut, finish, and lay ashlars
According to his ability he was also taught to cut
straight and curvedmoulds, to build arches,and
to executecarvings He workedlong hours,perhaps
eight and three-quartersin thefive winter months
acid twelve and one-quarterin the sevensummer
monthswith one hour for dinner and fifteen min-
utesfor “drinking” in theafternoon.

At the completionof his sevenyears’ servitude
the apprenticewas requiredto preparea pieceof
work and submit it for approval by the Masters
and Fellows of the lodge This was termed a
“maslerpiece’ and upon its approvalhisnamewas
entered in the book in a ceremony known as
“entering.’’
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This is one ot the oldest Masonic Aprons Its made trom the
whole skis ot an animal The neck torms ihe flap Tie strings
are attached to She less The emblems are torirsed by pink
ribbons sewed Iv tIre skin It is preserved in She Grand todge
Museam, tendon Operative masons wore aprons similar to
this they were plain skies withoat emblems
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The ceremonyincludedan oath of fealty to the
Craft, the reading of the Old Charges,and the
imparting of the MasonWord The ceremonyof
entering originatedin Scotland in the 1500’s The
terms “Enterprentice” and “Interprintice” were
both used “Enter” and“inter” areScottishforms
of “entire,” probablymeaninggraduateapprentice.
The ex-apprenticechosetwo EnteredApprentices
to act ashis instructors They instructedhim in the
signs,grips, and secretsof the gradeor degree.

Having attained a recognizeddegree of skill,
the EnteredApprenticewas now in a position to
work and receivewages Through a further period
of learning hewas expectedto increasehis skill and
to acquiretheknowledgenecessaryto admit him as
a highly skilled worker or Fellow of theCraft.

In today’s lodges the distinction between
Apprentice and Entered Apprentice has dis-
appearedand the Entered Apprentice is recog-
nizedas a valuableacquisitionby the Lodge,for it

is he who will bepreparedto take up theworking
tools of the Fellowcraftsandultimately thoselaid
downby theMasterMasons.

DUTIES OF AN ENTERED
APPRENTICE

An apprentice is, as the word implies, a
learner,or beginner In operativeMasonry, hewas
first chosenbecauseof his high standardof morals
andcharacter,and afterpassingtheapprovalof the
Masons already members of the Craft, he was
prixsleged to learn from a Fellow or Master, and
after he had proven himself and had given assur-
anceof his fitnesshis namewas thenenteredon the
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books of the lodge. He then received the title of
EnteredApprentice.

The intenderor Masterto whom theapprentice
was indenturedwas obligatedto teachhim theory
as well as practice,both by preceptand example,
until thesecustomsand rulescrystallizedin a well-
establishedset of rules for the operativeEntered
Apprenticegrade. -

There were many operativeEntered Appren-
tices who neveradvanced.They probably labored
asjourneymenall their lives.

As Masonryceasedto beoperativein character
the EnteredApprentice retainedthe same rights
and privileges under Ihe English Constitutions
which conductedall work and business in the
EnteredApprenticedegree The EnteredAppren-
tice enjoyed, and still enjoys, many rights and
privilegesunder Englishor ScottishMasonrywhich
underour Americanpracticesin Illinois do not now
belongto EnteredApprentices

An Entered Apprentice has the right to in-
struction in the EnteredApprenticedegreeand to
askto be advancedHe may attendhis own lodge
on first degreework only He doesnot have the
right to recommenda friend for the degreesof
Masonry.

[t is theduty of anEnteredApprenticeto learn
the requiredportion of Ihe degree,but further and
more important, he should learn the Masonic
teachingswhich are of fundamental importance
and remain forever binding on every Mason The
teachingsof Masonry should be permanentlyin-
corporatedasapart of his activelife.
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Many Masons erroneously feel that their
progressis measuredby the number of “degrees”
they receive rather than the “degree” to which
they exert their energyin applying their Masonic
teachings.

The greatestprivilege of an EnteredAppren-
tice is hisright to participatein theinstruction from
thosemore advancedin theteachingsof Masonry
It is his duty to conducthimself accordingto the
instructionsand chargeshe has received,at no
time casting aspersions or reflections on the
Fraternity.

TIlE FIRST STEP IN MASONRY

Thebeautifulceremoniesof this degree,as well
asthosewhich follow, portray in allegory, to those
who comewith receptivemindsandhearts,a most
completeplan for a full andsatisfying humanex-
perience The languageis beautiful and carefully
chosenandarrangedmany yearsago by men of
learning to expressin allegory the fundamental
truths andcardinal virtuesso necessaryto accom-
plish aftill life However, if we glanceonly at the
surface of (iur ritual we are apt to place a literal
traisslationon its languageand forms, and this
tisually le~idsto unsatisfactoryresults Instead,we
mtist seels below thesurfaceto gain the practical
andtrtseinterpretationsintended

The ceremonies,including the lectures,explain
manyof the truthsfor which we shouldseekandit
is nol intended here to duplicate these explana-
tt(ins Insteadit is hopedto supplementthem with
ailditional information andsuggestionsPerhapsit
might be well, at this point, to call attentionto the

factthat practicalsymbolicalinterpretationsof our
N ceremoniesare as numerousand varied as mdi-

viduals themselvesWhatmay satisfy one person
may seementirely foreign to another.The basic
idea, in all forms of developmentis to be ableto
think things out individually, with the assistance
of others,anddrawpersonalsatisfying conclusions.

Freemasonry,as a whole, is an allegory of
humanlife. The EnteredApprenticeDegree,as a
part of the whole, representsthe first stepin this
experience,namely birth and youthful develop-
ment. As an individual comesinto this life from
total darkness,physicalandmental,andgradually
gains thesenseof sight andintellect through the
loving care of parents,so a candidatecomesfrom
total darkness,so far as the teachingsof Masonry
are concerned,and gradually developssight and
understandingthroughthephilosophyof Masonry
andthebrotherlyinterestof goodmen.

The transition from darknessto light is por-I trayedin the first degreeby passagearoundthelodge from the North, representingtotal darkness
throughtheEast, representingthe rising sunand
dawn of intellectualday, throughtheSouth repre-
senting midday and the midpoint of individual
development,to the West,representingthe day’s
endand thecompletionof fundamentalyouthful
development.Finally at the Altar, placedin the
centerof theLodgeto indicatethecenterof the
Universeandthepoint from which all truth and
knowledgeemanate,he is broughtto light by the
assistanceof the brethren,andthroughtheaid of
the Lesser Lights, representing the sourcesof
physicallight, the sun, moon, andMasterof the
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Lodge, beholdstheGreatLights in Masonryfrom
which to learnthespiritualandintellectualtruths
of Masonryandexemplaryliving.

TheLodgerepresentstheworld into which we
areborn.Physicallyit is confinedto thefour walls
but symbolically it extendsin all directionsfrom
the Altar and the Three GreatLights, from the
Eastto the West,betweenNorthandSouth, from
the earth to the heavens,andfrom thesurfaceto
the center. We are told that the Lodge is thus
extensiveto denotethe universality of Masonry
and that a Mason’scharity towardthefaultsand
imperfectionsof othersshouldbeequallyextensive.

As aninfant comesinto the world without the
worldly influencesof opinion andprejudices,so a
candidatefirst entersthe lodge.Every part of the
ritual, spokenandacted,everyemblememployed,
is significantof the relationshipof the candidateto
his brethren, his lodge, and society in general.
From then on his thoughtsandactions should be
guidedby abetterunderstandingof thewill of the
SupremeArchitectof theUniverse.

As in all development,physical, intellectual,
andspiritual, thefoundationmust bewell ground-
ed. Theveryfirst questionaskedof a candidatefor
thedegreesis if hebelievesin theexistenceof God,
becausewithout this belief he hasnot thefounda-
tion on which to build a lasting Masoniclife. Our
main concern in Masonryis with the intellectual
andspiritualdevelopment.This is why it is so im-
portantthat the teachingsof theFirst Degreebe
so well consideredand understoodbeforeprogres-
sing on to thesecondstep.
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Enlered Apprenlice
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OBLIGATIONS AND PENALTIES
The word “obligation” in Masonry moans a

solemn pledge,madeon a man’s honor, by which
he ties himself to the societyand at the sametime
ties himself to the duties and responsiblitiesim-
posedby it The obligation is morally binding, and
a man cannot disregard it except at the cost of
traducinghis own hoiior The Masonicobligations
aretakenby thecandidateasbinding without limit
of time; that is, heacceptsthem for theremainder
iif his natural life; he may possibly in the future
withdrawfrom theFraternityor by it besuspended
or expelled, but that will not releasehim from his
pledge.
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No man assumesa Masonic obligation, unless
he is of understandingage and unless he is of
soundmind This meansthat the candidatetaking
it accepts,and is competentto accept,full respon-
sibility for it If afterwardshe is chargedwith hav-
ing violatedany of the points, hecannotevadethe
consequencesby pleadingignoranceat the time he
gavehis pledge

in making acovenant,in ancienttimes,various
rites were used, and the contractingpartiespro-
fessedto subject themselvesto such a death as
that of a victim sacrificed in caseof violating their
engagementsIt was a customarything to take a
heifer and cut it in two and then the contracting
partiespassedbetweenthe pieces This is particu-
larly illustrated in “The Bookof Jeremiah(XXXIV
18-20) where it is said ol those who broke a
covenantso madethat “their deadbodiesshould
be for meat unto the fowls of the air, and to the
beastsof theearth

The barbarity of the mediaevalpenalties is
shockingand theirexistencein so manylocal codes
of that day bearswitnessto their greatantiquity.
Masonry hasnever inflicted theselileral penalties,
they are retained in the ceremonyas a matter of
custom

Speculative Freemasonry began in England
before the organization of the Grand Lodge in
1717 At that time all crimes were understoodto
belong to eithec of two classes,heresyor treason
By heresy was meant some violation of the
religious principles, morals, and ideals of the
churchor state; by treasonwasmeantsomecrime
against the political and legal authority of the
stale The conventional form of punishment for
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heresywasburningat thestake;for treasonit was
hanging. These sets of punishments,familiar to
everybodyfor many centuries,becameso identi-
fied with the two typesof crime that theybecame
synonymouswith them Our own penaltiesmean
that any crime againstMasonry is either heresy,
that is, aviolation of its teachings;or treason,that
is, action against the authority of lodge, Grand
Lodge,or againstour laws The penaltiesstatedin
the ceremoniesare a symbolical presentationof
historic principle.

The only penaltiesever actually inflicted by
Freemasonryare:

1. Reprimand.
2. Definite suspension.

3. Indefinitesuspension.

4 Expulsion

At no point doesour Fraternity transgressthe
provinceof thecivil authoritiesbut, in administer-
ing the lawsgoverningthe Craft, it is a systemof
law andorder.
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CONCLUSION

Now that you have startedyour work in Free-

masonry,you will want to learn well the duties,

privilegesand limitations of an EnteredAppren-

tice. We also urgeyou to conceiveof apprentice-

ship in alargersense.Wewould hopethatyourown

ambition would extend far beyond that per-

functorystageandbecomeaMason in realityand

not just in name only. If this be true, you are

urgentlyadvisednot to be contentwith the letter

and outward form in this your beginning period,

but to applyyourselfwith Freedom,Fervencyand

Zeal to thesincereand thoroughmasteringof our

RoyalArt
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Additional copies of this set of Booklets

may be obtained,at cost, from

CONIXl ITTEE ON MASONI C EDUCATION

PostOffice Box 110
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