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PREFACE

In the year 1807, the Grand Lodge of Ancient York
Masons of South Carolina, feeling the absolute necessity
of a Book of Constitutions which should prescribe a
uniformity in the services and ceremonies of the craft
under its jurisdiction, requested Bro. Freperick DaLcHO,
M.D,, to prepare such a work. In comsequence cf this
request, Dr. Darcmo compiied & work, which, having
been carefully examined by a committee appointed for
that purpose, was highly approved, adopted by the
Grand Lodge as its Book of Constitutions, and ordered
to be published under its sanction. The work was
accordingly published in that year, under the title of
“An Ahiman Rezon, for the use of the Grand Lodge of
South Carolina, Ancient York Masons, and lthe Lodges
under the Register and Masonic Jurlsdiction thereof.”
In 1817, the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons, as
well as the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons,
were dissolved, and a union of the hitherto divided
fraternity was consummaled by the establishment of the
present Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons. The
Aamman Rezon of Dr. Daincmo, consequently, lost its
authoritative character by the dissolution of the body
under whose sanction and for whose use it had been
compiled. The new Grand Lodge. however, was as sensi-
ble as its predecessor of the great importance of such
a work, and therefore, in 1822, it ordered a republication
of it, which was done In the course of that year by
Dr. Darcmo, with many aiterations and additions.

This book has, since that period, been used as the
Book of Constitutions in the jurisdiction of South Caro-
lina, and referred to as established authority in all cases
of Masonic jurisprudence.

(7)
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But for some years past the work has been, as it is
technically called, out of print. The greatest difficulty,
in many instances amounting to absolute Impossibility,
bas been experienced by new Lodges In obteining copies;
and this clrcumatance, Logether with the great revival
of Musonry In this Jubladletion, seemed Imperatively to
oall for Lhe publication of another edition of the Book
of Couatitutions,

In 1881, the Grand Lodge, therefore, appointed a com-
mittee, consisting of Bros, A. E. MiLLER, Grand Master;
W. L. CreveLaND, Senior Grand Warden; Arreep Price,
Junior Grand Warden; J. H. Howous, Grand Treasurer;
A. G. Mackey, Grand Beoretary, and T. S. Gournmiw,
Assistant Grand Becretary, to revise and republish the
Ahiman Rezon, for the use of the Lodges throughout the
State.

The committee having met and determined upon the
character of the work which was intended to be pre-
sented to the craft, appointed Bro. Arsenr G. Mackey,
M.D., to superintend the compilation and preparation
for the press; and the work having been completed and
presented to the committee for Its examination, was
approved and recommended to the Grand Lodge, which
body, at its quarterly meeting on the 2d of December,
1851, accepted it as its Book of Constitutions and gave it
the sanction which has been inserted on a preceding
page.

It was found necessary, while taking the previous
Ahiman Rezon, edited by Dr. Davrcao, as the basis of the
following compilation, to make an entire giteration in
the arrangement, and insert g iarge amount of new mat-
ter. To make room for these additions, without increas-
ing the size of the book, it was deemed expedient to omit
much that was contained in the former publication, and
which was, indeed, wholly irrelevant to the objects of a
Book of Constitutions

PREFACE. 9

Among the additions to which reference has been made
are a complete system of Monitorial instruction, intended
to minimize the necessity of employing any other book in
the ceremonies of initiating, passing, and raising; formulas
for the annual installation of the officers of a Lodge and of
a Grand Lodge, which are to be found in none of the
Monitors; and in general, greater precision, and more defi-
nite directions in the ritual of all the ceremonies of the
Order. The chapter giving an historical sketch of the
progress of Masonry in this State, from the union of the
two Grand Lodges, in 1817, to the present day, (1852)
which is entirely new, will, it is hoped, prove not altogeth-
er useless or uninteresting.

Notwithstanding the alterations and additions thus
made have given to the present edition a character
greatly different from that of the compilation superin-
tended by Dr. DALCHO, so that the committee have felt
themselves authorized in offering it to the Masomc public
as an entirely new work, not the shghtest innovation has
been made in the essential portions of the book. The us-
ages and customs, the rites and ceremomes of the Order,
as practiced heretofore in South Carolina, have been pre-
served with the most scrupulous veneration for their an-
tiquity. In the republication of those principles of Masonic
law which the Grand Lodge determined, in 1822, as the
governing principles of the institution in this State, the
present editor has not felt himself permitted to make even
a verbal alteration, except in a very few instances, where
a slight modification was found absolutely necessary to
correct a careless or vitiated phraseology, without at all
affecting the meaning of the sentence.

Although this work has been prepared expressly for
the use of the craft in the State of South Carolina, it
18 believed that it might be advantageously used by
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Masons and Lodges of other jurisdictions, as contain-
ing a complete code of laws for the government of
Ancient York Masonry, according to the Ancient Land-
marks and the Old Constitutions, and a perfect ritual
for the performance of all the public ceremonies of the
Order.

ENTERED APPRENTICE.

FIRST AND SECOND SECTIONS.

(11)
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FIRST SECTION
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2,908 Pulasters
3 Grand Masters.
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MANUAL OF THE LODGE

OPENING AND CLOSING OF THE LODGE

The necessity of some preparatory ceremonies, of a
more or less formal character, before proceeding to the
dispatch of the ordinary. business of any association,
has always been recognized. Decorum and dignity of
the meetlng alike suggest, even in popular assemblies
called only for a temporary purpose, that a presiding
officer shall with some formality be inducted into the
chair, and he then, to use the ordinary phrase, “opens”
the meeting with the appointment of his necessary assist-
ance, and with the anncuncement, in an address to the
audience, explanatory of the objects that have called
them together.

If secular associations have found it expedient by the
adoption of some preparatory forms to avoid the appear-
ance of an unseeming abruptness in proceeding to busi-
ness, it may well be supposed that religious societies have
been still more observant of the custom, and that as their
pursuits are more elevated, that the ceremonies of their
preparation for the object of their meeting should be
still more impressive.

(51)
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In the Ancient Mysteries (those sacred rites which
have furnished so many models for Masonic symbolism),
the opening ceremonies were of the most solemn charac-
ter. The sacred herald, in the Ancient Mysteries, com-~
menced the ceremonies of opening the greater initiations
by the solemn formula of “Depart hence, ye profanel”
to which was added a prociamation which forbade the
use of any language which might be deemed of unfavor-
able augury to the approaching rites.

In like manner a Lodge of Masons is opened with the
employment of certain ceremonies in which, that atten-
tion may be given to their symbolic as well as practical
import, every member present is expected to take a part.

These ceremonies, which slightly differ in each of the
degrees—but differ so slightly as not to affect their gen-
eral character—may be considered in reference to the
several purposes which they are designated to affect, to
be divided into eight successive steps or parts.

1. The Master having signified his intention to pro-
<eed to the labors of the Lodge, every brother is expected
to assume his necessary Masonic clothing, and, if an
officer, the imsignia of his office, and silently and
decorously to repair to his appropriate station.

2. The next step in the ceremony is, with the usual
precautions, to ascertain the right of each ome to be
present. It is scarcely necessary to say that in the
performance of this duty, the officers who are charged
with it should allow no one to remain who is not either
well known to themselves or properly vouched for by
some discreet and experienced brother.

8. Attention is next directed to the external avenues
of the Lodge, and the officers within and without, whe
arc intrusied with the performance of this important
duty, are expected to execute it with care and fidelity.

OreNING AND CrosiNG oF THE LODGE. 58

4. By a wise provision, it is no sooner Intimated to
the Master that he may safely proceed, than he directs
his attention to an inquiry into the knowledge possessed
by his officers of the duties that they will be respectively
called upon to perform.,

§. Satisfied upon this point, the Master then announces,
by formal proclamation, his intention to proceed to
business; and mindful of the peaceful character of our
Institution, he strictly forbids all immoral or unmasonic
conduct whereby the harmony of the Lodge may be
impeded. under no less a penalty than the By-Laws may
impose or a majority of the brethren may see fit to
inflict. Nor after this is any brother permitted to leave
the Lodge during Lodge hours (that is, from the time
of opening to that of closing) without having obtained
the Worshipful Master’s permisslon.

6. Certain mystic rites, which can here be only alluded to,
are then employed, by which each brother present signifies
his concurrence in the ceremonies which have been cele-
brated, and his knowledge of the degree on which the Lodge
is about to be opened.

7. It is a lesson which every Mason is taught at once
of the earliest points of his initiation, that he should com-
mence no important undertaking without first invoking
the blessing of Deity. Hence the nexti step in the prog-
ress of the opening ceremonies is to address a prayer
to the Supreme Architect of the Universe. This prayer,
although offered by the Master, is to be participated in
by every brother, and at its conclusion the audible
response of “So mote It be. Amen,” should be made by
all present.

8. The Lodge is then declared, in the name of God
and the Holy Saints John, to be opened in due form, on
the first, second or third degree of Masonry, as the case
may be.
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A Lodge is said to be opened in the name of God and
the Holy Saints John, as a declaration of the sacred and
religious purposes of our meeting, of our profound
reverence for that Divine Being whose name and attri-
butes should be the constant themes of our contempla-
tion, and of our respect for those ancient patrons whom
the traditions of Masonry have so intimately connected
with the history of the Institution.

It is said to be opened in due form, to intimate that
all that is necessary, appropriate, and usual in the cere-
monies, all that the law requires or ancient usage ren.
ders indispensable, have been observed.

And it is said to be opened on and not im, a certain
degree, (which latter expression is often incorrectly
used), in reference rather to the speculative than to the
legal character of the meeting, to indicate, not that the
members are Lo be circumscribed in the limits of a par-
ticular degree, but that they are met together to unite
in contemplation on the symbolic teachings and divine
lessons, to inculcate which is the particular object of
that degree.

The ceremony of closing varies but very slightly from
that of opening. Of course the first and second steps
which have already been enumerated as proper to le
observed when the brethren first assemble together, are
to be dispensed with when they are about to part, as
being under those circumstances entirely unnecessary,
and the proclamations and prayers which refer to open-
ing must be varied when they are to be applizd to the
closing. But in all other respects the ceremonies are the
same.

Nore.—The usage in many jurisdictions permits a Lodge lo
be closed *in short form™ on one degree, for the purpose of
being opened in like manner on another degree. This is, how-
ever, oniy te be done when the object is Lo initiate, pass or
raise & candidate, or when the initiation in an inferlor degree

OreNiNg Axp CrosiNg oF THE LobgE. 55

having been accomplished, it is necessary to resume labor on
the third degree for the transaction of business. Thus the
Lodge being open on the third degree, and it being proposed
“to pass™ a candidate who is in waiting, the Lodge of Mas-
ters may he closed “in short form,” and a lodge opened in
like manner on the second degree. The ‘“‘short form™ consists
in the omission of all the usuai ceremony, except the procla-
mation by the Master and Wardens,

But a Lodge can never be opened at the beginning of a com-
munication, nor finally closed at its termwination, except “im
due form.”
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FORMS OF PRAYER

PRAYER AT OPENING

Most holy and glorious Lord God, the great Architect
of the Universe, the giver of all good gifts and graces:
Thou hast promised that, “where two or three are gath-
ered together in thy name, thou wilt be in the midst of
them, and bless them.” In thy name we assemble, most
humbly beseeching thee to bless us in ali our undertak-
ings, that we may know and serve thee aright, and that
all our actions may tend to thy giory, and to our advance-
ment in knowledge and virtue. And we beseech thee,
O Lord God, to bless our present assembling, and to
illuminate our minds, that we may walk in the light of
thy countenance; and when the trials of our probation-
ary state are over, be admitted into THE TEMPLE
“not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

Response by the Brethren.—So mote it be. Amen.

PRAYER AT CLOSING

Supreme Architect of the Universe, accept our hum-
ble praise for the many mercies and blessings which thy
bounty has conferred on us, and especially for this
friendly and social intercourse. Pardon, we beseech thee,
whatever thou hast seen amiss in us since we have been
together; and continue to us thy presence, protection,
and blessing. Make us sensible of the renewed obliga-
tions we are under to love thee supremely, and to be
friendly to each other. May all our irregular passions
be subdued, and may we daily increase in Faith, Hope,
and Charity; but more especially in that Charity which
is the bond of peace and the perfection of every virtue
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May we so practice thy precepts, that we may finally obtain
thy promise, and find an entrance through the gates into the
city and temple of our God.

Response.—So mote it he. Amen.

BENEDICTION AT CLOSING.

May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us and all
regular Masons! May brotherly love prevail and every
moral and social virtue cement us.

Response.~—So mote it be. Amen.

In additlon to tbe prayer, it is sometimes customary to use
the following:

CHARGE AT CLOSING.

Brethren: We are now about to quit this sacred retreat
of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world.
Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the
duties which you have heard so frequently inculcated,
and so forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Be diligent,
prudent, temperate, discreet, Remember that, around
this altar, you bave promised to hefriend and relieve
every brother who shall need your assistance. You have
promised, in the most friendly manner, to remind him
of his errors, and aid a reformation. These generous
principles are to extend further. Every human being
has a claim upon your kind offices. Do good unto all.
Recommend it more especiaily “to the household of the
faithful” Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind;
live in peace: and may the God of love and peace delight
to dwell with and bless you.

PRAYER AT OPENING THE GRAND LODGE.

O! most glorious and eternal Lord God, the world's
Supreme Architect, the source of light, of life, and of
love, We, thy servants, assembled in solemn Grand Lodge,
would now implore thy gracious protection and favor.
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In thy pame, O Lord, we have assembled, and in thy
name we desire to proceed in all our doings. Let the
Spirit of Peace and of Love rest upon us. Let the wis-
dom of our sublime Institution so subdue every dis-
cordant passion within us, sp harmonize and enrich our
hearts with a portion of thine own love and goodness,
that the Grand Lodge, at this time, and at every time,
may be a siacere though humble copy of that Order,
Beauty, and Unity which reign forever before thy throne,
Enlighten, we beseech thee, the dark corners of the earth
with the rays of our benevolent lnstitution, that all the
ends of the world may know thee, and every human being
be taught to love his fellow man.

Let thy protection be over all the members of the
mystic family, wheresoever dispersed, and bless their
lawful labors. Graciously accept these our supplications
and prayers, for the sake of thy most holy and glorious
name.

Response—So mote it be. Amen.
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ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE

SYMBOLISM OF THE DEGREE.

The first degree, or that of the Entered Apprentice,
is intended in its symbolic signification to furnish a repre-
sentation of youth just entering om the struggles, the
trials, and duties of an earthly and responsible existence.
On his first admission into the Lodge, the candidate is
reminded of the weak and helpless state of man on his
entrance into the world—unprepared for the exigencies
of the present, ignorant of the vicissitudes of the future,
and dependent for his safety and very existence on that
God in whom alone, in all trials and difficulties, is there
any sure and abiding trust.

And as the youth is prepared by a useful and virtuous
education for his journey through life, so the Apprentice
obtains in his first degree those first instructions whereon to
erect his future moral and Masonic edifice. He now receives
the elementary details of that universal language in which
hereafter he is to converse with his brethren of all nations, so
as to understand and be understood by Masons of every
tongue and dialect under the sun. He is directed to take,asa
staff and script for his journey, a knowledge of all the virtues
that expand the heart and dignify the soul. Secrecy, obe-
dience, humility, trust in God, purity of conscience, economy
of time, are all inculcated by symbolic ceremonies too im-
pressive in their character ever to be forgotten. And, lastly,
as charity forms the chief corner stone of all the Masonic
virtues, the beauty and holiness of this attribute aredepicted
in embiematic modes which no spoken language could equal
The degree of the Apprentice is, in short, one of probation
and preparation for a more advanced position, and more
exalted privileges and duties.
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FIRST LECTURE.

The first lecture of Free Masonry, or that appropriated
to the degree of an Entered Apprentice, is divided into
three sections. In this lecture virtue is painted in the
most beautiful colors, and the duties of morality are
strictly enforced. In it we are taught such useful les-
sons as prepare the mind for a regular advancement in
the principles of knowiedge and philosophy; and these
are imprinted on the memory by lively and sensible
Images, to infiuence our conduct in the proper discharge
of the duties of social life.

Every candldate, before his reception, is required to
make the following declarations to the Senior Deacon,
in the presence of the Stewards, in a room adjacent to
the Lodge.

Do you seriously declare, upon your bonor, that,
unbiased by the improper solicitation of friends, and
uninfiuenced by mercenary motives, you freely and vol-
untarily offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of
Masonry?

I do.

Do you sincerely deciare, upon your honor, that you
are prompted to solicit the privileges of Masonry by a
favorable opinion conceived of the Institution, and a
desire of knowledge?

I do.

Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, that you
will cheerfully conform to all the ancient usages and
estabiished customs of the fraternity?

I do.

FIRST SECTION.

The first section of the Entered Apprentice’s Lecture
principally consists of a recapituiation of the ceremonies
of initiation. But, on this account, a knowledge of it is
highly necessary to every Mason, that he may be the bet-
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ter enabled to assist in the correct performance of the
ritual of the degree. It is, however, introduced by some
general heads, which qualify us to examine the rights of
others to our privileges, while they prove our claims to
the character we profess.

It is, of course, impossible, in a monitorial work, to
give a full explanation of the various svinbols and cere-
monies which are used in the inculcation of moral and
religious truths; but an allusion, in even general terms,
to the most important ones, in the order in which they
occur, will be sufficient to iead the contemplative Mason
to a further examination of their import.

THe SHock oF ENTRANCE.

In the symbolic science of Masonry, the Lodge is often
represented as & Symbol of life. In this case, Lodge
labor becomes the symbol of the labor of life, its duties,
trials, and temptations, and the Mason is the iype of the
laborer and actor in that life. The Lodge is, then, at
the time of the reception of an Entered Apprentice, a
symbol of the world, and the initiation is a type of the
new life upon which the candidate is aboul to enter.
There he stands without our portals, on the threshoid
of this new Masonic life, in darkness, helplessness, and
ignorance. Having been wandering amid the errors and
covered over with the pollutions of the outer and pro-
fane world, he comes inquiringiy to our doors, seeking
tiie new birth, and asking a withdrawal of the veil which
conceals divine truth from his uninitiated sight. Here,
as with Moses at the burning bush, the solemn admoni-
tion is given, “Put off thy shoes from thy feet, for the
place whereon thou standest is holy ground;” and cere-
monial preparations surround him, all of a significant
character, to indicate to him that some great change is
about to take place in his moral and intellectual condi-
tion. He is already beginning to discover that the
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design of Masonry is to introduce him to new views of
life and its duties. He is, indeed, to commence with new
lessons in a new school. There is to be, not simply a
change for the future, but also an extinction of the past;
for initiation is, as it were, a death to the world and a
resurrection to a new life. And hence it was that among
the old Greeks the same word signified both to die and
to be initiated. But death, to him who believes in immor-
tality, is but a new birth. Now, this new birth should
be accompanied with some ceremony to indicate symboli-
cally, and to impress upon the mind, this disruption of
old ties and formation of new ones. Hence the impres-
sion of this idea is made by the symbolism of the shnck
at the entrance. The world is left behind—the chains
of error and ignorance which had previously restrained
the candidate in moral and intellectual captivity are to
be broken—the portal of the Temple has been thrown
widely open, and Masonry stands before the neophyte
in all the glory of its form and beauty, to be fully
revealed to him, however, only when the new birth has
been completely accomplished. Shall this momentous
occasion be passed unnoticed? Shall this great event—
the first in the Masonic life of the aspirant—have no
visible or audible record? Shail the entrance, for the
first time, into the Lodge—the birth, as it has justly
been called, into Masonry—be symbolized by no outward
sign? Shall the symbolism of our science, even ready
at all other times, with jts beautiful teachings, here only
be dumh and senseless? Or, rather, shall not all the Sons
of Light who witness the impressive scene feel like the
children of Korah, who, when released from the captivity
of Babylon, and once more returning to the Temple,
exclaimed, in the heart-burst of their grateful joy, “O,
clap your hands all ye people; shout unto God with the
voice of triumph,”
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The Smocx oF ExTRANCE is, then, the symbol of the
disruption of the candidate from the ties of the world,
and his introduction into the life of Masonry. Tt is the
symbol of the agonies of the first death and of the throes
of the new birth.

Prayer AT TtHE INTMATION OF A CANDIDATE.

As Masons, we are taught never to commence any
great or important undertaking, without first invoking
the blessing of Deity. At the initiation of a candidate
it is, therefore, usual to nake use of the following:

Prayea.

Vouchsafe thine aid, almighty Father of the Universe,
to this our present convention, and grant that this can-
didate for Masonry may dedicate and devote his life to
thy service, and become a true and faithful brother
among us. Endue him with a competency of thy divine
wisdom, that by the secrets of our art he may be better
enabled to display the beauties o1 godliness to the honor
of thy holy name. So mote it be. Aunen.

Tue Rrrz or CIRCUMAMBULATION.

The rite of circumambulation, derived from the Latin
verb ‘“circumambulare,” to walk around amything, is the
name given to that observance in all the religious cere-
monijes of antiquity, which consisted in a procession
around the altar or some other sacred object.
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Thus, in Greece, the priests and the people, when
engaged in their sacrificial rites, always walked three
times around the altar while singing a sacred hymn.
Macrosros tells us that this ceremony bad a reference
to the motion of the heavenly bodies, which, according to
the ancient poets and philosophers, produced a harmo-
nious sound, inaudible to mortal ears, which was called
“the music of the spheres.” Hence, in making this pro-
cession around the altar, great care was taken to move
in imitation of the apparent course of the sun. For
this purpose, they commenced at the east, and proceed-
ing by way of the south to the west, and thence by the
north, they arrived at the east again. By this method,
it will be perceived that the right side was always near-
est to the aitar.

Much siress was laid by the ancient on the necessity
of keeping the altar on the right hand of the persons
moving around, because it was in this way only that the
apparent motion of the sun from easl to west could be
imitated. Thus Pravrus, the Roman poet, makes one of
his characters say, “If you would do reverence to the
gods, you must turn to the right hand;” and GroNovrUs,
in commenting on this passage, says thal the ancients,
“in worshiping and praying to the gods, were accus-
tomed to turn to the right band.”” In one of the hymns
of Carrimacmus, supposed to have been chanted by the
priests of Arovrro, it is said, “We imitate the example of
the swan, and follow his benevolent course.” Vimen
describes CorvNaAxvs as purifying his companions at the
funeral of Misexus by passing three times around them,
and at the same time aspersing them with the lustral
water, which action he could not have conveniently per-
formed, unless he had moved with his right hand toward
them, thus making his circuit from east to west by the
gouth.

ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE 65

In fact, the ceremony of circumambulation was, among
the Romans, so intimately connected with every religious
rite of expiation or purification, that the same word,
“lustrare,” came at length to sigmfy both to purify, which
was 1ts original meaning, and also to walk around any-
thing

Among the Hindoos, the rte of circumambulation was
always practiced as a religious ceremony, and a Brahmin,
on rising from his bed i the mormng, having first adored
the sun, while directing his face to the east, then proceeds
by the way of the south to the west, exclaiming at the
same time, “I follow the course of the sun.”

The Druds preserved this rite of circumambulation n
their mystical dance around the cairn or altar of sacred
stones. On these occasions, the priest always made three
cireuits, from east to west, around the altar, having 1t on
his right hand, and accompamed by all the worshippers
And this sacred journey was called, in the Celtic lan-
guage, Deiseal, from two words sigmfying the right hand
and the sun, mn allusion to the mystical object of the
ceremony and the peculiar manner m which i1t was per-
formed

Hence we find, in the universal prevalence of this
ceremony, and 1n the mvariable mode of passing from
the east to the west by way of the south, with, con-
sequently, the right hand or side to the altar, a pregnant
cvidence of the common source of all these rites from
some primitive origm, to which Free Masonry 1s also
mndebted for its existence The arcumambulation among
the Pagan nations was referred to as the great doctrie of
Sabaism, or sun-worship Free Masonry alone has pre-
served the primitive meaning, which was a symbolic
allusion to the sun as the source of physical hght, and
the most wonderful work of the Grand Architect of the
Universe The reason assigned for the ceremony in the
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modern lectures of Wess and Cross is absolutely beneath
criticism. The Lodge represents the world; the three
principal officers represent the sun in his three principal
positions—at rising, at meridian, and at setting. The
circumambulation, therefore, alludes to the apparent
course of the solar orb, through these points, around the
world. This is with us its astronomical symbolism.
But its intellectual symbolism is, that the circumambula-
tion and the obstructions at various points refer to the
labors and difficulties of the student in his progress from
intellectual darkness or ignorance to intellectual light
or TRUTH.

The following passage of Scripture is used during the
ceremony:

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity!

It is like the precious ointment upon ihe head, that
ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard; that went
down to the skirts of his garments:

As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended
upon the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord com-
manded the blessing, even life for evermore.—Psalm
CXXX1I1I.

The great teaching of this Psalm is Brotherly Love,
that virtue which forms the most prominent tenet of
the Masonic Order. And it teaches the lesson, too, pre-
cisely as we do, by a symbol, comparing it to the precious
ointment used in the consecration of the High Priest,
whose delightful perfume filled the whole place with its
odor. The ointment was poured upon the head in such
quantity, that, being directed by the anointer in different
ways in the form of a cross, it fiowed at length down
the beard, and finally dropped from the flowing skirts
of the priestly garment.
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The fifteen Psalms, from the 120th to the 184th, inclu-
sive, of which this, of course, is one, are called by the
Hebrews, “songs of degrees,” because they were sung
on the fifteeen steps ascending from the courl of Israel
to the court of the women in the Temple.

The best commentators think that the 133rd Psalm is
ntended to represent the exultation of the Priests and
Levites returned from the captivity at Babylon, and
again united 1n the service of God mn the sanctuary How
appropriate, then, 13 its adoption in this degree to com-
memorate the approaching release of a neophyte from
the darkness in which he had been long wandering, and
his admission into a society whose dwelling place is
intended as a representation of that glorious Temple at
whose portals the very hymn of rejoicing was formerly
sung. The candidate will not, of course, at the time
understand the allusion, but there is a striking analogy
between the liberated Jew going up from the thralldom
of Babylon to join once more with his brethren in the
true worship on “the threshing-fioor of Ornan the Jeb-
usite,” and the candidate for Masonry, coming out of
the blindness and darkness of the profane world, to
search for light and truth within the sacred precincts of
the Lodge.

THE THree GatEs oF THE TEMPLE,

Dr. Darcao. in his “Orations,” has found great fauit
with the York rite of Masonry, because it has in its cere-
monies perpetrated the error of furnishing the Tempie of
Solomon with three gates—one at the south, one at the
west, and one at the east—while in truth there was but
one gate to the Temple, and that was in the porch at the
cast end. Bul the real error lies with Dr. Davcmo, who
has mistaken a symbolic allusion for a historical state-
ment. It is not pretended that because Masonry has
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adopted the Temple of Jerusalem as the groundwork or
elementary form of all its symbols, a Lodge 1s therefore
ever expected, except 1 a symbolic sense, to be a repre-
sentative of the Temple On the contrary, the very situa-
tion of a Lodge 1s the exact reverse of that of the Temple
The entrance of the former 1s at the west, that of the lat-
ter was at the east The most holy place in a Lodge is 1ts
eastern end, that of the Temple was 1ts western extrem-
1ty

The fact 1s, that in Masonry, all allusions to the Temple
of Solomon are simply symbolic, and while the great sym-
bol of a material temple, prefiguring a spiritual one, 18
preserved, no care has ever been taken to obtain correct-
ness of architectural details, or even of strictly historical
facts.

The aarcumambulation and the three supposed gates,
referred to and explained m this section of the lecture, are
symbolical of the progress of every man in his journey 1n
search of Truth, the great object of all Masomc labor, and
of the embarrassments and obstructions that he must
meet with in that search Hence our French brethren call
this cirecumambulation a voyage, and each voyage 1s typi-
cal of some danger or trial of human life

THE OBLIGATION OF SECRECY

The duty of an Entered Apprentice 1s embraced by
the virtues of silence and secrecy Speaking of the
origin of those duties among Masons 1s the primitive
1dolatry which prevailed upon the earth immediately
after the Deluge), 1t became necessary for those who held
to the worship of the true God to form themselves nto a
distinct order—not only those who were of the children of
Israel, but also others, who retained the traditions of
Israel’s God, though of Gentile blood. The time arrived

*Lecture on the “Symbolism of Free Masonry,” p 15
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when openly to worship the true God was attended with
danger; and then it was that our brethren had special
recourse to hieroglyphics and symbols to preserve secrecy,
lest they should be exposed to the arm of persecution.
But as, indeed, the arcana or recondite points of religion
were always in possession of the priests alone, among the
different idolatrous peoples; and as peculiar forms of
initiation were practiced hy them, attended with the
greatest secrecy (mot to say with positive danger to the
candidate), the same practice was resorled to by the
votaries of the true God, at least so far as secrecy was
concerned—secrecy from that time forth ranking as a
virtue among Masons, and justly so. Again, to pre-
serve the privileges of the Order, strict secrecy was
observed, lest those privileges should become ahused
Among the ancients, secrecy stood high as a mark of
wisdom,

Cavrcorr, also, on this subject says: “If we turn our
eyes back to antiquity, we shall find that the old
Egyptians had so great a regard for silence and secrecy
in the mysteries of their religion that they set up the god
HarvocraTes, to whom they paid particular honor and
veneration, who was represented with his right hand
placed near the heart, and the left down by his side,
covered with a skin, before full of eyes and ears, to
signify that, of many things to be seen and heard, few
are to be published.”

Tae UxwarrteN LaNnmarxs.

The instructions which constitute the hidden or esoteric
knowledge in Free Masonry are forbidden to be written,
and can only be communicated by oral intercourse of
one Mason with another. This is another instance of
the great antiquity of the usage of Free Masonry, which
is presenting such collateral evidences of its venerable
age.
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In all the ancient mysteries, the same reluctance to
commit the esoteric instructions of the hierophants to
writing is apparent, and hence the secret knowledge
taught in their initiations was preserved in symbols, the
true meaning of which was closely concealed from the
profane.

The Druids had a similar regulation; and Casar
informs us that it was not considered lawful to intrust
their sacred verse to writing; but these were always
committed to memory by their disciples.

The same custom prevailed among the Jews with
respect to the Oral Law, which was never intrusted to
books; but, heing preserved in the memories of the
priests and wise men, was handed down, from one to the
other, through a long succession of ages.

Marmoxines has deseribed, according to the Rabbinical
traditions, the mode adopted by Moses to impress the
principles of this Oral Law.

The secret doctrine of the Cabala, or the mystical
philosophy of the Hebrews, was, also, communicated in
an oral form, and, says Maumicg, “transmitted, verbally,
down to all the great cbaracters celebrated in Jewish
antiquity—among whom both Davip and Soromox were
deeply conversant in its most hidden mysteries. Nobody,
however, had ventured to commit anything of this kind
to paper.”

The Christian Church in the age immediately suc-
ceeding the Apostolic, observed the same custom of oral
instruction. The early Fathers were cminently cautious
not to commit certain of the mysterious dogmas of their
religion to writing, lest the surrounding pagans should
be made acquainted with what they could neither under-
stand nor appreciate. St. Basm, treating of this sub-
ject, in the fourth century, says: “We reeeive the dogmas
transmitted to us by writing and those which have

Ex~xTERED APPRENTICE DEoREE, 71

descended to us from the Apostles, beneath the mystery
of oral tradition for several things have been handed to
us without writing, lest the vulgar, too familiar with our
dogmas, should lose a due respect for them.”

A custom so ancient as this, of keeping the landmarks
unwritten, and one so invariably observed by the Masonic
fraternity, we may very naturally presume, must have
been originally established with the wisest intentions;
and as the usage was adopted by many other institutions,
whose organization was similar to that of Free Masonry,
we may also suppose that it was connected with the
character of an esoteric instruction.

The following passage of Scripture is here used:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God
said, Let there be Light: and there was Light.

Tax SHock or ENLIGHTENMENT.

The material light which sprung forth at the fiat of
the Grand Architect, when darkness and chaos were dis-
persed, has ever been, in Masonry, a favorite symbol of
that intellectual illumination which it Is the object of the
Order to create in the minds of its disciples, whence we
have justly assumed the title of “Sons of Light.” This
mental illumination—this spiritual light, which, after his
new birth, is the first demand of the candidate, is but
another name for Divine Truth—the truth of God and
the soul—the nature and essence of both—which con-
stitute the chief design of all Masonje teaching. And as
the chaos and confusion in which, “in the beginning,”
the earth, “without form, and void,” was enwrapt were
dispersed, and order and brauty established by the
Supreme command which created material light; so, at
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the proper declaration, and in the due and recognized
form, the inteliectual chaos and confusion in which the
mind of the neophyte is involved are dispersed, and the
true knowledge of the science and philosophy, the faith
and doctrine of Masonry, are developed.

But what mind can conceive, or what pen portray,
that terrible convulsion of nature, that awful disentan-
glement of its elements, which must have accompanied
the Divine command, “Let there he light!” The attempt
to describe it would be a presumptuous task. We feel,
when we meditate on the subject, that stillness and silence
must have fled before the Almighty Voice, and the earth
itself have trembled in its new existence, when the gloomy
pall of darkness was rolled as a curtain from the face of
nature.

And in Masonry, by the Shock of Enlightenment, we
seek, humbly, indeed, and at an inconceivable distance, to
preserve the recollection and to emhody the idea of the
birth of material light by the representation of the cir-
cumstances that accompanied it, and their reference to
the birth of intellectual or Masonic light. The one is the
type of the other; and hence the illumination of the can-
didate is attended with a ceremony that may be sup-
posed to imitate the primal illumination of the universe—
most feehly, it is true, and yet not altogether without
impressiveness.

The Shock of Enlightenment is, then, a symbol of the
change which is now taking place in the intellectual con-
dition of the candidate. It is the symbol of the birth of
intellectual light and the dispersion of intellectual dark-
ness.
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The Holy Bible is given to us as the rule and guide
of our faith; the Square, to square our actions; and the
Compasses, to circumscribe our desires and passion in
due bounds with all mankind, but more especially with
Brother Masons; and hence the Bible is the light which
enlightens the path of our duty to God; the Square, that
which enlightens the path of duty to our fellow men;
and the Compasses, that which enlightens the path of our
duty to ourselves.

The lesser lights are intended to remind us of that
symbolism which makes the Lodge a type of the world;
and hence the Master, presiding and dispencing light,
may well be compared to those heavenly luminaries which
were made, “the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night;” and we are thus reminded,
that as the sun rules the day and the moon governs the
night, so should the Worshipful Master rule and govern
his Lodge with equal regularity and precision.



74 MaNvUAL oF THE LobDGE.

Le ]

-] i E

ALTAR

o

Note.—Errors are so often made in placing the lights around
the altar, that the preceding diagram is inserted for the direc-
tion of the Senior Deacon, whose duty it Is to see that they
are properly distributed. The dots represent the positions of
the lights in the B., W., and S.

When being clothed as an Entered Apprentice, the
candidate receives the following charge:

1 present you with this lambskin or white leather apron,
which is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a
Mason, more ancient than the Golden Fleece* or Roman

*The Order of the Golden Fleece was an order of knighthood
instituted in 1429, by Philip, Duke of Burgundy.
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Eagle;+ more honorable than the Star and Garter,} or
any other order that could be conferred upon you, at
this or any other future period, by king, prince, or
potentate or any other person, except he were a Mason
and in the body of a Lodge, and which, I trust, you will
wear with equal pleasure to yourself and honor to the
fraternity.
APRON LECTURE
LoNG Form (OPTIONAL)

My Brother, It is my pleasure to present to you this
Lamb Skin or White Leather Apron. It is an Emblem of
Innocence and the Badge of a Mason; more ancient than
the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; more Honorable than
the Star and Garter or any other order that could be con-
ferred upon you, at this or any other period by King,
Prince or Potentate, or any other person, except he were a
Mason and within the body of a Masonic Lodge.

It may be that in the coming years, upon your brow may
rest the Laurel Leaves of Victory; upon your breast may
hang jewels fit to grace the diadem of an Eastern Potentate.
Nay, more than these, with light added to coming light,
your ambitious feet may tread round after round the lad-
der which leads to fame in our mystic circle; even the pur-
ple of our fraternity may rest upon your honored shoul-
ders. But never again from mortal hands, no never again,
until your enfranchised spirit shall have passed upward
and inward through the pearly gates, shall an honor so dis-
tinguished, so emblematical of purity and perfection, be
bestowed upon you as this, which I now confer.

It is yours to wear through an honored life, and at your
death, if you so desire, be placed upon the coffin, which
shall contain your earthly remains and with them laid
beneath the silent clods of the valley.

Let its pure and spotless surface be an ever, present
reminder of the purity of life and rectitude of conduct; and
a never ceasing argument for nobler deeds, higher
thoughts and greater achievements.

When you have reached the end of life’s toilsome jour-
ney and from your faltering grasps have dropped forever
the working tools of life, may the record of your thoughts
and actions be as pure and spotless as this fair emblem,
which I now bestow.
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When at last your trembling soul stands naked and
alone before the Great Judgment, may it be your portion
to hear from Him who is the Judge Supreme: “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant, enter now into the joys of
thy Lord.”

Accept it my Brother, and may, you wear it with equal
pleasure to yourself and honor to the fraternity.

Tue LAMBSXIN APEON.

The use of the apron, or some equivalent mode of
investiture as a mystic symbol, was common to all the
religious systems of antiquity. Among the Israelites,
the girdle formed a part of the investiture of the priest-
hood. In the Persian mysteries of Mrruras the candi-
date was invested with a white apron. In the Brahm-
inical initiations of Hindostan, the Zennaar,  or sacred
Lord, was substituted for the apron. The Essenians
clothed their novices with a white robe. Even the Japan-
ese, in their rites of initiation, invest their candidate with
a while apron.

The color of a Mason’s apron should be pure white,
because this color has in all ages and countries been
deemed an emblem of purity and innocence. Thus, in
the early ages of the Christian Church, the newly-bap-
tized convert was invested with a white robe, to denote
that he had been cleansed from his former sins, and was
thenceforth to lead a life of purity. With a similar mean-
ing, the same undefiled color has been preserved in the
apron of the Free Mason.

1There is no such Order as the Knights of the Roman Eagle.
The expression (which is an unhappy one) probably refers to
the fact that the Eagle was the standard of the ancient Roman
Emprre.

iThe Order of the Garter. the most noble of the British
orders of knighthood. was instituted In 1844, by Edward III,
The Star and the Garter are the {nsignia bestowed upon and
worn by a knight.
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The material of a Mason’s apron must be lambskin.
No other substance, such as linen, silk or satin, can be
substituted, without entirely destroying the symbolic
character of the apron, because the lamb has in all ages
been deemed the appropriate emblem of innocence.

The true Masonic apron should, then, be of unspotted
lambskin, from 14 to 16 inches wide, and from 12 to 14
inches deep, with a fall about 8 or 4 inches deep, square
at the bottom, with sharp angular corners, and without
device or ornament of any kind. The usage of the craft
in this country has, within a few years past, ailowed a
narrow edging of blue rihbon, in allusion to that uni-
versal friendship which is the bond of the Society, and
of which virtue blue is the symhol. But this, undoubt-
edly, is an innovation, for the ancient apron was without
any edging or ornament. All extraneous ornaments and
devices are in bad laste, and detract from the symbolic
character of the investiture. But the silk or satin aprons,
bespangled, and painted, and embroidered, which have
been gradually creeping into our Lodges, have no sort
of connection with Ancient Craft Masonry They are
an innovation of French origin, which should be per-
sistently discouraged by all who admire the simplicity
and beauty of our symhols. A Mason who duly and
truly appreciates the symholic meaning of his apron
would no more tolerate a linen one for lts economy, or
an embroidered satin one for its decorations, than an
artist would a gilded statue. The lamhskin, and the
lambskin alone, is the badge “more ancient than the
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, and more honorable than
the Star and the Garter.”

Tue Norraeisr CorRNER.

In the important ceremony which refers to the north-
east corner of the Lodge, the candidate becomes as one
who is to all outward appearance a perfect and upright
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man and Mason, the representative of a spiritual corner
stone, on which he is to erect his future moral and
Masonic edifice.

This symbolic reference of the corner stone of a
material edifice to a Mason when, at his first initiation,
he commences the moral and intellectual task of erecting
a spirituaf temple in his heart, is beautifully sustained
when we look at all the qualities that are required to
constitute a ‘“well-tried, true, and trusty” corner stone.
The squareness of its surface, emblematic of morality—
its cubical form, emblematic of firmness and stability of
character—and the peculiar finish and fineness of the
material, emblematic of virtue and holiness—show that
the ceremony of the northeast corner of the Lodge was
undoubtedly intended to portray, in the consecrated lan-
guage of symbolism, the necessity of integrity and sta-
bility of conduct, of truthfulness and wuprightness of
character, and of purity and holiness of life, which just
at that time and in that place the candidate is most im-
pressively charged to maintain.

Tre Workino Toowns

The working tools of an Entered Apprentice are the
Twenty-four-inch Gauge and the Common Gavel.

The Twenty-four-mch Gauge is an instrument used by
operative masons to measure and lay out their work; but
we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to make
use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of
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dividing our time. It being divided into twenty-four
equal parts, is emblematical of the twenty-four hours of
the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal
parts; whereby are found eight hours for the service of
God and a dlstressed worthy brother; eight for our usnal
vocations; and eight for refreshment and sleep.

The Common Gavel is an instrument made use of by
operative masons to break off the corners of rough stones,
the better to fit them for the builder's use; but we, as
Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to make use of
it for the more noble and glorious purpose of divesting
our hearts and consciences of all the vices and super-
fluities of life; therehy ftting our minds as living stones
for that spiritual building, that house “not made with
nands, eternal in the heavens.”

This presentation of the working tools of a stone-
mason to the candidate must necessarily attract his
attention to the fact that there is a connection between
the operative art and the speculative science, which con-
nection simply consists in this, that speculative Masonry
Is the application and sanctification of the working tools
and implements, the rules and principles of operative
Masonry, to the veneration of God and the purification
of the heart.

The Operative Masons at Jerusalem, from whom we
date our origin, were occupied in the construction of an
earthly and material temple, to be dedicated to the serv-
fce and worship of God—a house in which the mighty
Jehovah was to dwell visibly by the Shekinah, and whence
he was, by Urim and Thummin, to send forth his oracles
for the government and direction of his chosen people.

The Speculative Mason is engaged in the constructlon
of a spiritual temple in his heart, pure and spotless, fit
for the dwelling place of Him who is the author of
purity; where God is to be worshiped in spirit and in
truth, and whence every evil thought and unruly passion
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are to be banished, as the sinner and the Gentile were
excluded from the sanctuary of the Jewish Temple,

In the symbolic language of Masonry, therefore, the
twenty-four inch gauge is a symbol of time well em-
ployed; the common gavel, of the purification of the
heart.

In the Ancient Mysteries, the first step taken by the
candidate was a lustration or purification. The candi-
date was not permitted to enter the sacred vestihule, or
to take any part in the secret formula of initiation, until
by water or fire he was emblematically purified from
the corruptions of the world which he was about to leave
behind. A similar principle exists in Free Masonry
where the first symbols presented to the Entered Appren-
tice are those which inculcate a purification of the heart,
of which the purification of the body In the Ancient
Mysteries was symbolic.

We no longer make use of the bath or the fountain,
because in our philosophical system the symholism is
more abstract; but we present the candidate with the
apron, the gaugye, and the gavel, as symbols, of a spiritual
purification. The design is the same, but the mode in
which it is accomplished is different.

In former times, before the generaf use of writing, men
were accustomed to avail themselves of any imperish-
able substance as a memonal of some transaction, the
record of which would now be committed to paper or
parchment. Hence we find in the primitive Christian
Church, that a fish-shaped die was use as a certificate
of membership, and was so recognized from town to town
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and from church to church Especially was a piece of
metal or ivory made use of by the ancients as a token of
a pledge of amity. Being broken into two pieces, the
host, when he had entertained a stranger who was about
to depart, gave the guest one part while he retained the
other; and these broken pieces served in all times after-
wards as a memorial of the pledge of friendship that
had been thus inaugurated. It may be that the Masonic
custom of asking for the deposit of something of the
kind in the ArcHives oF THE Lopce as a memorial, may
have reference to this custom. The candidate is sup-
posed to be thus giving his pledge of fidelity to the
Institution. But the subsequent part of the ceremony
would teach him that no material and langible pledge is
really wanted, but that the true pledge of Masonic
friendship is deposited in the heart. At a future period,
in the next section, an opportunity is taken to exemplify
the practical application of the pledge thus made, by an
impressive charge on the nature of charity.

SECOND SECTION.

The second section of the first lecture, according to
the system prevailing 1 this country, is occupied with
an explanation of the symbolic meaning of the cere-
monies that are detalled in the first; without, therefore,
a knowledge of the second section, ihe first becomes
barren and insignificant. It must, however, be con-
fessed thal many of the interpretations given in this
section are unsatisfactory to the cultivated mind, and
seem to have been adopted on the principle of the old
Egyptians, who made use of symbols to conceal rather
than to express their thoughts. Learned Masons have
been, therefore, always disposed to go beyond the mere
technicalities and stereotyped phrases of the lectures,
and to look in the history and the philosophy of the
ancient religions, and the organization of the ancient



82 MaxvuaL oF TEE LoODGE,

mysteries, for a true explanation of most of the symbols
of Masonry, and there they have always been enabled to
find this true interpretation. The usual lecture is, how-
ever, still preserved as a brief mode of acquiring a gen-
eral knowledge of the mode of Masonic instruction, and
as furnishing sufficient proof of the definition that “Free
Masonry is a system of morality vailed in allegory and
illustrated by symbols.”

PREPARATION.

There is much analogy between the preparation of the
candidate in Masonry and the preparation for entering
the Temple, as practiced among the ancient Israelites.
The Talmudical treatise entitled “Beracoth” prescribed
the regulation in these words: “No man shall enter into
the Lord’s house with his staffi (an offensive weapon),
nor with his outer garment, nor with shoes on his feet,
nor with money in his purse.”

» * - » » »

Various passages of Scripture are referred to in this
section as elucidating the traditions of Masonry on the
subject of the Temple.

And we will cut wood oul of Lebanon, as much as
thou shalt need; and we will bring it to thee in floats by
sea to Joppa; and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.—
2 Chron. 11, 16.
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And the house, when it was in bnilding, was built of
stone made ready before it was brought thither: so that
there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron
heard in the house while it was in building.—1 Kinge
VI, 1.
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Josephus says: “The whole structure of the Temple was
made with great skill, of polished stones, and those laid
together so very harmoniocusly and smoothly, that there
appeared to the spectators no sign of any hammer or
other instrument of architecture, but as if, without any
use of them, the entire materials had naturally united
themselves together, so that the agreement of one part
with another seemed rather to have been natural, than
to have arsen from the force of tools upon them.”
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Now this was the mannper in former time in Israel
concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to
confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave
it to his neighbor: and this was a testimony in Israel.—
Ruth 1V, 1.

In the Ancient Mysteries the aspirant was always
kept for a certain period in a condition of darkness.
Hence darkness became the symbol of initiation. Ap-
plied to Masonic symholism, it is intended to remind the
candidate of his ignorance, which Masonry is to enlighten;
of his evil nature, which Masonry is to purify; of the
world, in whose obscurity he has been wandering, and
from which Masonry Is to rescue him.

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you—Matthew V11, 7.

In the ancient initiations the candidate was never per-
mitted to enter on the threshold of the temple or sacred
cavern in which the ceremonies were to be conducted,
unti! by the most solemn warning he had heen impressed
with the necessity of caution, secrecy, and fortitude.

PravEr.

As Masons, we are taught never to commence any great
or important undertaking without first invoking the
blessing and protection of Deity, and this is because
Masonry is a religious institution, and we thereby show
our dependence on and our trust in God.

EXNTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE. 85

A BeLier ¥ Gob.

This constitutes the sole creed of a Mason—at least,
the only creed that he is required to profess. But such
a profession is essentially and absolutely necessary,
because, without a belief in a superintending Power,
with the inevitable deduction from the purity and holiness
of such a Being, that sin will be punished and virtue
rewarded, there would be no sanction to a moral law,
for the atheist would have no motive to keep a promise
or to preserve an obligation.

Tae Lerr SioE,

The left side has always, apparently for a well known
physical reason, been deemed inferior to the right. The
right side is the side of honor. “To sit on the right side
of the king” was a mark of great favor. And the
ancients were so impressed with this fact, that among
them the words for left and unlucky Were synonymous,
as were also those for right and fortunate. The same
peculiarity exists in our own language, where sinistor
means both left and inauspicious,

Tee Riear Hawo.

The right hand has in all ages been deemed an emblem
of fidelity, and our ancient brethren worshiped Deity
under the name of Fides or Fidelity, which was some-
times represented by two right hands joined, and some-
times by two human figures, holding each other by the
right hands. * . *

Numa was the first who erected an altar to Fipes,
under which name the goddess of oaths and honesty was
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worshiped. Obligations taken in her name were con-
sidered as more inviolable than any others.*

Tue Baoce or o Masox.

The lamb has in all ages been deemed an emblem of
innocence; by the lambskin, the Mason is, therefore,
reminded of that purity of tife and conduct which is so
essentiaily necessary to his gaining admission into the
celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of
the Universe presides.

TrE Fmsr INsTRUCTIONS.

The candidate receives those first instructions whereon
to erect his future moral and Masonic edifice in a partic-
ular part of the Lodge, because as on the night of his
initiation he coinmences the great task, which is never
in his future Masonic life to be discontinued, of erecting
in his heart a spiritual temple for the indwelling of God,
of which the great material Temple at Jerusalem was
but the symbol; and as each new duty which he learns,
and each new virtue that he practices, becomes a living
stone in that temple, it is proper that, respecting the
whole system of symbolism, he should begin the labor
of erecting a spiritual temple just as the operative mason
would commence the construction of his material temple,
by first laying the corner stone on which the future
edifice is to arise. His first instructions constitute that
corner stone, and on it, when laid in its proper place,
he constructs the moral and Masonic temple of his life.

TrE Lessoxn or CHarITY.
Although Free Masonry is indebted for its origin to its
religious and philosophic character, yet charity, in the
ordinary adaptation of relief of the distressed, becomes,

*MontraucoN mentions several medals in whick Fies was
represented by two hands joined together, which, he suys, “was
the most usual symbol.”
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although incidentally, a prominent feature in its teach-
ings. And hence it has been well said that there is no
institution whose laws more strongly enforce, or whose
precepts more earnestly inculcate, the virtue of charity.
In allusion to the ceremony now under consideration,
TaNsEHiiL remarks that “it is among the first lessons
we are taught, when we pass the threshold of the mystic
temple.”
THIRD SECTION.

The third section of the Entered Apprentice’s lecture
explains the nature and principles of our Constitution,
and furnishes many interesting details relating to the
Form, Supports, Covering, Furniture, Ornaments, Lights,
and Jewels of a Lodge, how it should be situated, and to
whom dedicated.

Nearly the whole of this section has been made
monitorial. Wess, and after him Cross, Haroie, TANNE-
HiLL, and all other momtorial writers, have left but little
of it unpublished. I have, on the same principle, slightly
increased the amount of information given, by the pub-
lication of one or two passages, hitherto excepted from
publication in other monitors, since 1 could discover no
reason why this exception should have been made.

A Lodge is an assemblage of Masons duly congre-
gated, having the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses,
and a Charter or Warrant of Constitution authorizing
them to work.

Every lawful assemblage of Masons, duly congregated
for work, will be “a just and legally constituted Lodge.”
It is just, that is, regular and orderly, when it contains
the requisite number to form a quorum, and when the
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Bible, Square, and Compasses are present. It is legally
constituted when it is acting under the authority of a
Warrant of Constitution, which is an instrument written
and printed on parchment or paper (but properly it
should be on the former ), emanating from the Grand
Lodge in whose jurisdiction the Lodge is situated, and
signed by the grand officers, which authorizes the per-
sons therein named, and their successors, to meet as
Masons and perform Masonic labor. As no assemblage
of Masons is legal without such an instrument, it is not
only the privilege, but the duty, of every Mason on his
first visit to a strange Lodge, t¢ demand a sight of its
Warrant of Constitution; nor should any brother sit in
a Lodge whose members are unwilling to exhibit the
authority on which they act.

Our ancient brethren met on the highest hills and in
the lowest valleys, the better to observe the approach

of cowans and eavesdroppers, and to guard against sur-
prise.
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The reason assigned in the lecture for this assembling
on high places is the modern, but not the true one. The
fact is, that mountains and other high places were almost
always considered as holy, and peculiarly appropriate
for religious purposes, and we have abundant evidence
in Scripture that the Jews were accustomed to worship
on the tops of the highest hills, as it was believed that
sacrifices offered from these elevated places were most
acceptable to the Diety. Hourcminson says that “the
highest hills and the lowest valleys were, from the earliest
times, esteemed sacred, and it was supposed that the
Spirit of God was peculiarly diffusive in those places”

A Lodge is said, symbolically, 10 extend in length from
cast to west; in breadth, from north to south; in height,
from the earth to the highest heavens; in depth, from the
surface to the center. A Lodge is said to be of these
vast dimensions to denote the universality of Masonry,
and to teach us that a Mason’s charity should be equally
as extensive.

There is a peculiar fitness in this theory, which is
really only making the Masonic Lodge a symbol of the
world. [t must be remembered that, at the era of the
Temple, the earth was supposed to have the form of a
parallelogram, or “oblong square.” Such a figure
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inscribed upon a& map of the world, and including only
that part of it which was known in the days of Solomon,
would present just such a square, embracing the Mediter-
ranean Sea and the countries lying immediately on its
northern, southern, and eastern borders. Beyond, far in
the north, would be the Cimmerian deserts as a place of
darkness, while the pillars of Hercules in the west, on
each side of the Straits of Gades—now Gibraltar—
might appropriately be referred to the two pillars that
stood at the porch of the Temple. Thus the world itself
would be the true Mason’s Lodge, in which he was to live
and labor. Apgain: the solid contents of the earth below,
“from the surface to the center,” and the profound
expanse above, “from the earth to the highest heavens,”
would give to this parallelogram the outlines of a double
cube, and meet thereby that definition which says, that
“the form of the Lodge ought to be a double cube, as an
expressive emblem of the powers of light and darkness in
the creation.

2 3

S S A

A Lodge has three principal supports, which are Wis-
dom, Strength, and Beauty, because it is necessary that
there should be wisdom to contrive, strength to support,
and beauty to adorn all great and important undertak-
ings. Of these, the column of Wisdom is situated in the
east part of the Lodge, and is represented by the Wor-

* OLiver, Landmark, I, p. 185, note 87.
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shipful master because it is presumed that he has wis-
dom to devise labor for the craft, and to superintend
them during the hours thereof; the column of Strength
is situated in the west part of the Lodge, and s repre-
sented by the Senior Warden because it is his duty to
strengthen and support the authority of the Master; and
the column of Beauty is situated in the south part of the
Lodge, and is represented by the Junior Warden because
from his position in the south he is the first to observe
the meridian sun, which is the beauty and glory of the
day, to call the craft from labor to refreshment, to super-
intend them during the hours thereof, to see that none
convert the purposes of refreshment into those of mtem-
perance or excess, and to call them on again 1n due season,
that the Worshipful Master may have honor, and they plea-
sure and profit thereby.

The idea, that the Lodge is a symbol of the world, is
still carried out. It was the belief of the ancients that
the heavens, or the roof of the worid, was supported by
pillars. By these pillars, some suppose that the moun-
tains are alluded; but in reference to a passage in Job
XXVI, 11, where it is said “The pillars of heaven trem-
ble,” Noves thinks that “it is more probable that heaven
is represented as an immense edifice, supported on lofty
columns, like a temple” But on this passage Dg. Cur-
BUsH is still more explicit. He says: “The arch, in this
instance, is allegorical not oniy of the arch of heaven,
but of the higher degree of Masonry, commonly catled
the Holy Royal Arch. The pillars which support the
arch are emblematical of wisdom and strength—the
former denoting the wisdom of the Supreme Architect,
and the latter the stability of the universe.”—Breowster's
Encyclop., American Edition.

Its covering is no less than a cloudy canopy or starry
decked heaven, where all good Masons hope at last to
arrive, by the aid of that theological ladder which Jacob,
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in his vision, saw ascending from earth
to heaven, the three principal rounds of
which are denominated Faith, Hope, and
Charity, and which admonish us to have
faith in God, hope of immortality, and
charity to all mankind.

The greatest of these is Charity; for our Faith may be
lost in sight; Hope ends in fruition; but Charity extenas
beyond the grave, through the boundless realm of elernity.

The Lodge continues throughout this degree to be
presented to the initiate as a symbol of the world, and
hence its covering is figuratively supposed to be the
‘clouded canopy” on which the host of stars is repre-
sented. If the Lodge represent the world, then its cover-
ing must be represented by the blue vault of heaven.

The mystical ladder, which is here referred to, is a
symbol that was widely diffused among the religions
of antiquity, where, as in Masonry, it was always sup-
nosed to consist of seven steps, because seven was a
sacred number. In some of the Ancient Mysteries, the
geven steps represented the seven planets, and then the
sun was the topmost, in others they represented the
seven metals, and then gold was the topmost; in the
Brahminical mysteries they represented the seven worlds
which constituted the Indian universe, and then the
world of Truth was the highest. The seven steps of the
Masonic ladder are Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence,
Justice. Faith, Hope, and Charity; that is, the four
cardinal and the three theological virtues. Now, as
charity is love, and as the sun represents Divine Love,
and as also the astronomical sign of the sun is gold, and
as truth is the synonym of God, it is evident that the
topmost round in all these ladders, whether it be the
sun, or gold, or truth, or charity, conveys exactly the
same lesson of symbolism, namely, that the Mason, liv-
ing and working in the world as his Lodge, must seek
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to raise himself out of it to that eminence which sur-
mounts it, where alone he can find DiviNe TruTH.

The furniture of a Lodge consists of a Holy Bible,
Square, and Compasses.

The Holy Bible is dedicated to God; the Square, to
the Master, and the Compasses, to the craft.

The Bible is dedicated to God, because it is the ines-
timable gift of God to man; * * * the Square, to the
Master, because it is the proper Masonic emblem of his
office; and the Compasses, to the craft, because, by a due
attention to their use, they are taught te circumscribe
their desires, and keep their passions within due bounds.

The ornaments of a Lodge are the Mosaic Pavement,
the Indented Tessel, and the Blazing Star. The Mosaic
Pavement is embiematical of human life, checked with
good and evil; the beautiful border which surrounds it
is emblematical of those manifoid blessings and comforts
which surround us, and which we hope to obtain by a
faithful reliance on Divine Providence, which is hiero-
glyphically represented by the blazing star in the center.

Mosame Pavements, consisting of stones of various
colors, so disposed as to represent different shapes or
forms, were common in the temples of the ancients
FerLows says that they represented the variegated face
of the earth in the places where the ancients formerly
held their religious assemblies. The true derivation of
the word 1s unknown, or at least unsettled.
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The Indented Tessel is a border of stones, of various
colors, placed around the pavement. Tessel, from the
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Latin zessela, means a little square stone, and to indent
is to cut or notch a margin into inequalities resembling
teeth. A tesselated border is, therefore, a notched border
of variegated colors.

The Blazing Star is said by Wess to be “commemora-
tive of the star which appeared to guide the wise men of
the East to the place of our Saviour’s nativity.” This,
which js one of the ancient interpretations of the symbol,
being considered as too sectarian in its character, and
unsuitable to the universal religion of Masonry, has been

omitted since the meeting of the Grand Lecturers at
Baltimore, in 1842,
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A Lodge has three symbolic lights; one of these is in
the East, one in the West, and one in the South. There
is no light in the north, because King Solomon’s Temple,
of which every Lodge is a representation, was placed
so far north of the ecliptic, that the sun and moon, at
their meridian height, could dart no rays into the north-
ern part thereof. The north we, therefore, masonically
call a place of darkness.

The three lights, like the three principal officers and
the three principal supports, refer undoubtedly to the
three stations of the sun—its rising in the east, its merid-
jan in the south, and its setting in the west—and thus
the symbolism of the Lodge, as typical of the world, con-
tinues to be preserved.

The use of lights in all religious ceremonies is an
ancient custom. There was a seven-branched candlestick
in the tabernacle, and in the Temple “were the golden
candlesticks, five on the right hand and five on the left.”
They were always typical of moral, spiritual, or intel-
lectual light.

A Lodge has six jewels; three of these are immova-
ble and three movable.
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The immovable jewels are the Square, Level, and
Plumb.

The square inculcates morality; the level, equality; and
the plumb, rectitude of conduct.

They are cailed immovable jewels, because they are
always to be found in the East, West, and South parts
of the Lodge, being worn by the officers in those respec-
tive stations.

The movable jewels are the Rough Ashlar, the Perfect
Ashlar, and the Trestle-Board.*

The rough ashlar is a stone as taken from the quarry
m its rude and naturai state.

The perfect ashlar is a stone made ready by the hands
of the workman, to be adjusted by the working tools of

*Such is the dlvision of the jewels in the L.odges of this coun-
try: but in English L.odges the reverse is the case; there the
rough and perfect ashlars and the trestle-board are the Immov-
able jewels, and the square, level, and plumb are the mova-
ble, hecause they descend from one set of officers to their sue-
©essors.
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the fellow-craft. 'The trestie-board is for the master
workman to draw his designs upon.

By the rough ashlar we are reminded of our rude and
imperfect state by nature; by the perfect ashlar, that
state of perfection at which we hope to arrive by a
virtuous education, our own endeavor, and the blessing
of God; and by the trestle-board we are also remmnded
that, as the operative workman erects his temporal build-
ing agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by the
master on his trestle-board, so should we, both operative
and speculative, endeavor to erect our spiritual building
agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by the
Supreme Architect of the Universe, in the great books
of nature and revelation, which are our spiritual, moral,
and masonic trestle-board,

To every Mason, whatever may be his peculiar religious
creed, that revelation of the Deity which is recognized
by his religion becomes his trestle-bourd. Thus, the
trestle-board of the Jewish Mason is the Old Testamment;
of the Christian, the Old and the New; of the Moham-
medan, the Koran. But as no operative mason can work
without a trestle-board, where the designs and instruc-
tions of his master for his conduct in the building on
which he is engaged may be delineated, so no speculative
mason can {abor truly and profitably in the great work
of life without a trestle-board which may contain the
delineation of the designs and will of his Eternai Master.
And thus it is thal, as the atheist acknowledges no such
Master, and can, therefore, have no such trestle-board,
he is not permitted to unite with us in our “moral, spirit-
uval, and masonic” lahor. And this is really the reason
of the law which forbids the initiation of atheists.
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A Lodge is situated due east and west, because, when
Moses crossed the Red Sea, being pursued by Pharaob
and his host, he erected on the other side, by divine com-
mand, a tabernacle,* which he placed due east and west,
to receive the first rays of the rising sun, and to com-
memorate that mighty east wind by which their miracu-
lous deliverance was effected. This tabernacle was an
exact pattern of King Solomon’s Temple, of which every

*Dr, OLivErR assigns the followlpg reasons why the tabernacle
is considered as the type of a Mason's Lodge: "It was an
oblong square, and, with its courts and appendages, it repre-
sented the whole habltable globe. Such is also the extent of
our Lodges. The former was supported by pillars, and the
latter is also sustalned by those of Wlsdom, Strength, and
Beauty. They were equally situated due east and west. The
sacred roll of God's revealed will and law was deposlted in the
Ark of the Covenant; the same holy record is placed in a con-
splcuous part of our Lodge. The altar of incense was a double
cube, and 80 1s our pedestal and stone of foundation. The
covering of the tabernacle was composed of three colors, as a
representation of the celestial hemispbere; such, also, I8 the
covering of a Mason’s Lodge. The floor of the tabernacle was
80 holy, that the priests were forhidden to tread upon it with
out taking off their shoes: the floor of the Lodge 1is holy
ground.”
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Lodge is a representation, and it is, or ought, therefore,
to be placed due east and west.

The orientation of Lodges, or their position due east
and west, is derived from the universal custom of
antiquity. “The heathen temples,” says Dunrey, “were
s0 constructed that their length was directed toward the
cast, and the entrance was by a portico at the western
front, where the aitar stood, so that the votaries ap-
proaching for the performance of religious rites, directed
their faces toward the east, the quarter of sunrise.”
The primitive reason for this custom undoubtedly Is to
be found in the early prevalence of sun-worship, and
hence the spot where that luminary first made his ap-
pearance in the heavens was consecrated, in the minds
of his worshipers, as a place entitled to peculiar rever-
ence. Long after the reason had ceased, the custom con-
tinued to be observed, and Christian churches still are
built, when circumstances will permit, with particular
reference to an east-and-west position. Free Masonry,
retaining in its symbolism the typical reference of the
Lodge to the world, and constantly alluding to the sun
in his apparent diurnal revolution, imperatively requires,
when it can be done, that the Lodge should be situated
due east and west, so that every ceremony shall remind
the Mason of the progress of that luminary.

Our ancient brethren dedicated their Lodges to King
Solomon, because he wWas our first Most Excellent Grand
Master; but modern Masons dedicate theirs to St. Johp
the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, who were two
eminent patrons of Masonry; and since their time, there
is represented, in every regular and well governed Lodge,
a certain point within a circle, embordered by two per-
pendicular parallel lines, representing St. John the Bap-
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tist and St. John the Evangelist; and upon the top rests
the Holy Scriptures. The point represents an individual
brother; the circle is the boundary line, beyond which he
Is never to suffer his prejudices or passions to betray
him. In going round this circle, we necessarily touch
upon these two lines, as well as the Holy Scripture; and
while & Mason keeps himself circumsecribed within these
due bounds. it is impossible that he should materialiy err.

The point within a circle is an interesting and impor-
tant symbol in Free Masonry, but it has been so debased
in the interpretation of it given in the modern lectures,
that the soomer that interpretation is forgotten by thie
Masonic student, the better will it be. The symbol i«
really a beautifuj but somewhat abstruse allusion to the
old sun-worship.
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Whether we regard this symbol in the purity of its legit-
imate interpretation, or consider the unlimited corrup-
tion which it sustained in its progress through the mys-
teries of idolatry, the general principle will be found
equally significant. It was originally the conservator
of a genume moral precept, founded on a fundamental
religious truth; but innovation followed innovation, until
this degraded symbol became the dreadful depository
of obscenity and lust.

The use of this emblem i coeval with the first created
man. A primary idea which would suggest itself to the
mind of Adam, when engaged in reflections on his own sit-
uation, the form of the universe, and the nature of all the
objects presented to his view, would be, that the creation
was a circle and himsolf the center. This figure, im-
planted without an effort, would be ever present in all
his contemplations. and would influence his judgment to
a certain extent, while aitempting to decide on the mys-
terious phenomena which were continually before him.
To persons unacquainted with the intricate philosophy of
nature, as we may fairly presume Adam was, thal is the
plain idea conveyed to the senses by a superficial view
of nature’s works. Ask an unlettered hind of the present
day, and he will tell you that the earth is a circular
plane; and he will assuredly look upon himself as the
common center of all.

The two paraellel lines, which in the modern lectures
are said to represent St. John the Baptist and St. John
the Evangelist, really allude to particular periods in the
sun’s annual course. At two particular points in this
course the sun is found on the zodiacal signs Cancer and
Capricorn, which are dist‘nguished as the summer and
winter solstice. When the sun is in these points, he has
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reached respectively his greatest northern and southern
limit. These points, if we suppose the circle to repre-
sent the sun’s annual course, will be indicated by the
point where the parallel lines touch the circle. But the
days when the sun reaches these points are the 21st of
June and the 22d of December, and this will account for
their subsequent application to the two Saints John,
whose anniversaries the Church has placed near those
days.

So the true interpretation of the pomt within the
circle is the same as that of the Master and Wardens
of a Lodge. The reference to the symbolism of the
world and the Lodge is preserved in both. The Master
and Wardens are symbols of the sun—the Lodge, of the
universe or the world; the point also is the symbol of
the same sun, and the surrounding circle of the universe,
while the two parallel lines reaily point, not to two saints,
but to the two northern and southern limits of the sun’s
course.

The three great tenets of a Mason’s profession are
Brotherly Love, Relisf, and Truth, which are thus
described:

BroraerLy Lovs.

By the exercise of brotherly love, we are
taught to regard the whole human species
as one family; the high and low, rich and
NI/ poor; who, as created by one Almighty
Parent, and inhabitants of the same planet,
are to aid, support, and protect each other. On this prin-
ciple, Masonry unites men of every country, sect, and
opinion, and conciliates true friendship among those who
might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance.
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REver.

To relieve the distressed, is a duty incum-
bent on all men, but particularly on Masons,
who are linked together by an indissoluble
chain of sincere affection. To soothe the
unhappy, to sympathize with their misfor-
tunes, to compassionate their miseries, and to restore
peace to their troubled minds, is the great aim we have
in view. On this basis we form our friendshlps and
establish our connections.

TeuTH.

Truth is a divine attribute, and the foun-
dation of every virtue To be good and
true, is the first lesson we are taught in
Masonry. On this theme we contemplate,
and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our
conduct: hence, while influenced by this princple,
bypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us, sincerity
and plain dealing distinguish us, and the heart and tongue
join in promoting each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in
each other’s prosperity.

Every Mason has four * * * which are illustrated by
the four cardinal virtues, Temperance, Fortitude, Pru-
dence, and Justice, and are thus explained:

TEMPERAN CE.

Temperance is that due restraint upon our
affections and passions which renders the body
tame and governable, and frees the mind from
the allurements of vice. This virtue should be
the constant practice of every Mason; as he is
thereby taught to avoid cxcess, or contracting
any licentious or vicrous habit, the indulgence
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of which might lead him to disclose some of those valua-
ble secrets which he has promised to conceal and never
reveal, and which would consequently subject him to
the contempt and detestation of all good Masons. * * *

ForTrTUDE.

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose
of the mind whereby we are enabled to undergo
any pam, peril, or danger, when prudentially
deemed expedient. This virtue is equally dis-
tant from rashness and cowardice; and, like
the former, should be deeply impressed upon
@3- the mind of every Mason, as a safeguard or
secunty against any iilegal attack that may be made, by
force or otherwise, to extort from him any of those valu-
able secrets with which he has been so solemnly intrusted,
and which were emblematically represented upon his
first adwmission into the Lodge. * * *

PRUDENCE.

Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and
actions agreeably to the dictates of reason, ana \
is that habit by which we wisely judge and
prudently determine on all things relative to
our present as well as to our future happiness.
This virtue should be the peculiar characteristic
of every Mason, not only for the government ot ¥ .
his conduct while in the Lodge, but also when abruua n
the world. It should be particularly attended to in all
strange and mixed companies, never to let fall the least
s1gn, token or word whereby the secrets of Masonry mught
be unlawfully obtained. * * *

105




106 MANUAL OF THE LODGE

Jusrice,

Justice is that standard, or boundary of
) right, which enahles us to render to every man
his just due, without distinction. This virtue
is not only consistent with Divine and human
laws, but is the very cement and support of
civil society; and as justice in a great measure

WA .onstitutes the real good man, so should it be
the invariable practice of every Mason never to deviate
from the minutest principles thereof. * * *

As an encouragement and example to the candidate, he
fs reminded that our ancient hrethren served their mas-
ters with freedom, fervemncy, and zeal—which qualities
are symholically illustrated—and the lecture closes with
an approprlate reflection on the certainty of death.

Cuarge AT INrriaTion InTo THE Fiesr Decrer®

BrorrRer: As you are now introduced into the first
principles of Masonry, I congratulate you on being
accepted Into this ancient and honorahle Order; ancient,
as having subsisted from time immemorial; and honora-
ble, as tending, in every particular, so to render all men
who will be conformable to its precepts. No institu-
tion was ever raised on a better principle or more solid
foundation; nor were ever more excellent rules and use-
ful maxins laid down than are inculcated in the several
Masonic lectures. The greatest and best of men, in all

*This is @ very old charge. The substance of it was written
in 1774 by HutcmiNsoN, and published in bis “Splrit of
Masonry.” PrestoN considerably enlarged and improved it
subsequently, and inserled it in his *lilustrations.” WEesp
afterward reduced it to its present abridged form simply by
omitting many of PrREsTON’s paragraphs.
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ages, have been encouragers and promoters of the art,
and have never deemed 1t derogatory to their dignity to
level themselves with the fratermity, extend their privi-
leges and patronize their assemblies. There are three
great duties which, as a Mason, you are charged to mn-
culcate—to God, your neighbor, and yourself To God,
in never mentioning his name but with that reverential
awe which 1s due from a creature to his Creator; to
ymplore his aid m all your laudable undertakings, and
to esteem him as the chief good. To your neighbor, in
acting upon the square, and doing unto him as you wish
he should do unto you And to yourself, in avoiding all
irregularity and intemperance, which may impair your
faculties, or debase the dignity of your profession A
zealous attachment to these duties will insure public and
private esteein

In the State, you are to be a quiet and peaceful subject,
true to your government, and just to your country; you are
not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently
submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness
to the government of the country in which you hive In
your outward demeanor, be particularly careful to avoid
censure or reproach

Although your frequent appearance at our regular
meetings 1s earnestly solicited, yet 1t 15 not meant that
Masonry should interfere with your necessary vocations,
for these are on no account to be neglected, neither are
you to suffer your zeal for the Institution to lead you into
argument with those who, through ignorance, may
ndicule 1t

At your lexsure hours, that you may improve in Masonic
knowledge, you are to converse with well informed
brethren, who will be always as ready to give, as you will
be ready to receive, instruction
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Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the wmysteries of
the Order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest
of the community, and mark your consequence among
Masons. If, in the circle of your acquaintance, you find
a person desirous of being initiated into Masonry, be
particularly attentive not to recommend him unless you
are convinced he will conform to our rules; that the
honor, glory, and reputation of the Institution may be
firmly established, and the world at large convinced of its
good effects.
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FELLOW CRAFT'S DEGREE

SYMBOLISM OF THE DEGREE.

The symbolism of the second degree essentially differs
from that of the first. If the first degree was typical
of the period of youth, the second is emblematic of the
stage of manhood. Here new duties and increased obli-
gations to their performance press upon the individual.
The lessons of wisdom and virtue which he has received
in youth, are now to produce their active fruits; the talent
which was lent, is now to be returned with usury. Hence,
as the Fellow Craft’s degree is intended to represent this
thinking and working period of life, it necessarily assumes
a more important position in the Masonic scale, and s
invested with a more dignified ritual, and a more exten-
sive series of instruction. Here it is that the prepara-
tory lessons which were obtained in the first degree are
to be enlarged and enforced. As lahor is the divinely
appointed lot of man, in this degree the regards of indus-
try are set forth in emblematic forns, and the recipient
is taught the exercise of diligence and industry, that by
the faithful performance of his task he may, in due
time, be entitled to the wages for which he has wrought,

But man was not intended for physical labor only.
There are more exalted tasks to which the possession
of mind has called him. Endowed by his Creator with
the possession of reason and intellect, it is his duly, and
should be his pleasure, to direct the vigor and energy
of his manhood to the cultivation of his reasonmg facul-
ties and the improvement of his intellectual powers.

Hence, the Fellow Craft’s degree, as a type of this
state of manhood, is particularly devoted to science.
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The mind of the recipient is fixed, by the nature of fts
ritual, upon the wonders of nature and art. The atten-
tion is particularly directed to the liberal arts and
sciences, with whose principles the candidate is charged
to become familiar, that he may be enabled to occupy
with honor to himself, and with profit to his fellow
creatures, his alloted place in the greal structure of
human society.

SECOND LECTURE.

The lecture of the second degree is divided Into two
sections. While it extends the plan of knowledge com-
menced in the lecture of the first degree, it comprehends
a more extensive system of learning, and inculcates, in
our particular method, the most important truths of
science,

Fmsr Section.

The first section of the second lecture accurately
elucidates the mode of initiation into this degree, and
instructs the diligent craftsinen how to proceed in the
proper arrangement of the ceremonies used on the occa-

ston.

The square, as a symbol, is peculiarly appropriate
to this degree. It is intended to teach the Fellow Craft
that the square of morality and virtue should bhe the rule
and guide of his conduct In his transactions with ail man-
kind, but more especially with brother Masons.

The following passage of Scripture is introduced dur-
ing the ceremonies:

Thus he showed me: and, behold, the Lord stood upon
a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his

e T J——

ORI 20 e

FELLOW CRAFT'S DEGREE 111

hand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest
thou? And I said, A plumb-line. Then said the Lord,
Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my peopfe
Israel: I will not again pass by them eny more.—dmos
Vi, 1, 8.

The Working Tools of a Fellow Craft are the Plumb,
the S8quare and the Lewvsl.

The Plumb is an instrument made use of by operative
masons to raise perpendiculars; the Square, to square
their work; and the Level, to lay horizontals; but we,

IS

as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught to make use
of them for more noble and glorious purposes: the plumb
admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations,
before God and men, squaring our actions by the square
of virtue, and remembering that we are traveling upon
the level of time to that undiscovered country from
whose bourne no traveler returns.

Tar Precrous JEWELS or A FELLow Crarr.

The jewels of a Fellow Craft, like his working tools,
and like every other gift that he receives, are altogether
of a symbolic nature. They are lessons of instruction
which derive their name of jewels from the moral value
that they possess. They teach the candidate that the
altentive ear receives the sound from the instructive
tongue, and the mysteries of Free Masonry are safely
lodged in the repository of a farthful breast.



112 MANvUAL or THE LoDGE.

SECOND SECTION
The second section of this degree refers to the combined
operative and speculative origin of the Institution:* 1t de-
tails some interesting features relative to the Temple of
Solomon and the usages of our ancient brethren, in the
course of which the mind 1s drawn to the contemplation of
themes of science and philosophy.

OPERATIVE MASONRY.

We work in Speculative Masonry, but our ancient
brethren wrought in both Operative and Speculative
They worked at the building of King Solomon’s Temple,
and many other sacred and mportant edifices.

By Operative Masonry we allude to a proper applica-
tion of the useful rules of architecture, whence a struc-
ture will derive figure, strength, and beauty, and whence
will result a due proportion and a just correspondence
in all its parts It furnishes us with dwelhings, and with
convenient shelter from the viassitudes and inclemencies

*The connection between the operative art and the specula-
tive science of Masonry 1s the first point to which, in this sec-
tion, the attention of the candidate 15 directed Something
ought, therefore, to be here said 1n reference to these two divi-
s10ns

Masonry, in 1ts character as an operative art, 1s farmliar to
every one As such, 1t 15 engaged 1n the application of the
rules of architecture to the construction of public and private
edifices It, of course, abounds 1n the use of technical terms,
and makes use of implements and materials which are pecuhar
to 1tself. It 18 the popular theory that the operative Masons
were the founders of the system of speculative Masonry, 1n
which they applied the language and deas of their art of building
to a spiritual and rehgious sense Hence Speculative Masonry 1s
nothing more nor less, 1n this aspect, than a symbolization of
Operative Masonry

The theory 1s (and 1t 1s not an untenable one), that at first
operative Masonry existed simply as an art of building Then
the operative Masons, with the assistance of learned and pious
men, invented the speculative science, or Free Masonry, and
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of the seasons; and while it displays the effects of human
wisdom, as well in the choice as in the arrangement of
the sundry materials of which an edifice is composed, it
demonstrates that a fund of science and industry is im-
planted in man for the best, most salutary, and benefi-
cent purposes.

SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

By speculative Masonry we learn to subdue the pas-
sions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good report,
maintain secrecy, and practice chanty. It is so far
interwoven with religion, as to lay us under obligation
to pay thal rational homnage to the Diety which at once
constitutes our duty and our happiness. It leads the
contemplative Mason to view, with reverence and admira-
tion, the glorionus works of creation, and inspires him
with the most exalted ideas of the perfections of his
Divine Creator.

then each became an Integrant part of one undivided aystem.
Not, however, that there ever was a tlme when every opera-
tive Mason, without exceplion, was acquainted with or initiated
into the speculative science. Even now there are thousands of
skiliful stonemasons who know nothing of the symbolic meaning
of the implements they employ. But operative Masonry was at
first, and is even now, the skeleton upon which was strung
the nerves and muscles of the living system of Free or Specu-
lative Masonry.

Speculative Masonry, now known as Free Masonry, i3, there-
fore, the scientific application and the retigious consecration
of the rules and principles, the technical language aund the
implements and materlals, of operuative Masonry to the wor-
ship of God as the Grand Architect of the Universe, and to the
purification of the heart and the inculcation of the dugmas of
a religious phlosophy, And as the original union of the vpera-
tive and speculative hranches of the system I8 traditionally
supposed to have tauken place at the building of the Temple
of Jerusalem by King Solomon, more attentlon is paid in the
symbolism to that edifice than to any other.
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In six days God created the heavens and the earth, and
rested upon the seventh day; the seventh, therefore, our
ancient brethren consecrated as a day of rest from their
fabors; thereby enjoying frequent opportunities to con-
template the glorious works of creation, and to adore
their great Creator.

Tae Prars oF THE PoRcH.

For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high
apiece; and a line of twelve cubits did compass either
of them about—1 Kings VI, 15.

Also he made before the house two pillars of thirty and
five cubits high, and the chapiter that was on the top of
each of them was five cuhits.—2 Chron. 111, 15.

And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set
upon the tops of the pillars: the height of the one
chapiter was five cubits, and the height of the other
chapiter was five cuhits.—1 Kings V1], 16.

The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and
the chapiter upon it was brass: and the height of the
chapiter three cubits; and the wreathen work, and
pomegranates upon the chapiter around ahout, all of
brass; and like unto these had the second pillar with
wreathen work.—2 Kings XXV, 17.

The discrepancy as to the height of the pillars as given
in the book of Kings and in Chronicles is to be recon-
ciled by supposing that in the book of Kings the pillars
are spoken of separately, and that in Chronicles their
aggregate height is calculated; and the reason that in
this fatter book their united height is placed at 85 cuhits,
instead of 86, which would be the double of 18, is because
they are there measured as they appear with the chapi-
ters upon them. Now half a cubit of each pillar was
concealed in what De. LieaTroor calls “the hole of the
chapiter,” that is, half a cubit’s depth of the lower edge
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of the chapiter covered the top of the pillar, making
each pillar apparently only 17% cubits high, or the two,
85 cubits, as laid down in the book of Chronicles.

In a similar way we reconcile the difference as to the
height of the chapiters. In 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles
the chapiters are said to be five cubits high. while in
2 Kings their height is described as being only three



116 MANUAL oF THE LODGE.

cubits. But it will be noticed that it immediately follows
in the same place, that “there was a wreathen work and
pomegranates upon the chapiter round about”” Now
this expression is conclusive that the height of the chapi-
ters was estimated exclusive and independent of the
wreathen work round about them, which was two cubits
more, and this added to the three cubits of the chapiter
proper, will make the five cubits spoken of in all other
parts of Scripture*

Un~iry, Peace a¥D PLENTY.

Symbols of Unity, Peace and Plenty are here intro-
duced and explained.

Tnae GLOBES.

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, on the
convex surfaces of which are represented the countries,
seas, and various parts of the earth, the face of the
heavens, the planetary revolutions, and other particulars.

Tue Use oF THE GLOBES.

Their principal use, besides serving as maps to dis-
tinguish the outward parts of the earth, and the situa-
tion of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and explain the
phenomena arising from the annuaf revolution and the
diurnal rotation of the earth round its own axis. They

*A cubit was 21 inches. The height of each pillar tn Epglish
measure was 81 feet 6 inches, and its diameter 7 feet., The
height of each chapiter was 8 feet 9 inches, giving & totai height
of 40 feet 8 inches, The height of the shaft being only four
diameters and a haif, the piiiars bore no resemblance to any
of the modern orders of architecture, hut were rather an imita-
tion of the massive style of the Egyptians, the iilies on the
chapiters being probably an exact copy of the totus of the Nile,
which was a frequent ornamentation among that people.
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are the noblest inatruments for improving the mind, and
giving it the most distinct idea of any problem or propo-
sition, as well as enabling it to solve the same. Con-
templating these bodies, we are inspired with a due
reverence for the Deity and his works, a.'d are induced
to encourage the studies of astronomy, geography, and
navigation, and the arts dependent on them, by which
society has been so much benefited.

Reference is here made to the Masonic organization
into three degrees—the Entered A pprentice, the Fellow
Craft, and the Master Mason—and to its system of gov-
ernment by three officers—the Worshipful Master, the
Senior and Junior Wardens.

The five OrbERs OF ARCHITECTURE are next considered.
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ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE.

By order in Architecture is meant a system of all the
members, proportions, and ornaments of columns and
pilasters; or it is a regular arrangement of the project-
ing parts of the building, which, united with those of a
column, form a beautiful, perfect, and complete Whole.

Its ANTIQUITY.

From the first formation of society, Order in Archi-
tecture may be traced. When the rigor of seasons
obliged men to contrive shelter from the inclemency of
the weather, we learned that they first planted trees on
end, and then laid others across to support a covering.
The bands which connected those trees at top and bottom
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are said to have given rise to the idea of the base and
capital of pillars; and from this simple hint originally
proceeded the more improved art of architecture.

The five orders are thus classed: the Ionic, Dorie,
Corinthian, Tuscan, and Composite.

Trae Ionic.

Bears a kind of mean proportion between the more solid
and delicate orders. Its column is nine diameters high,
its capital is adorned with volutes, and its cornice has
dentals. There is both delicacy and ingenuily displayed
in this pillar, the invention of which is attributed to the
Ionians. as the famous temple of Diana at LEphesus was
of this order. It is said to have been formed after the
model of an agreeable young woman, of an elegant shape,
dressed in her hair, as a contrast to the Doric order,
which was formed after that of a strong, robust man.

TaE Doric,

Which is plain and natural, is the most ancient, and was
invented by the Greeks. Its column is eight diameters
high, and has seldom any ornaments on base or capital,
except moldings, though the frieze is distinguished by
triglyphs and metopes, and triglyphs compose the orna-
ments of the frieze.

The Doric ls the best proportioned of all the orders.
The several parts of which it is composed are founded on
the natural position of solid bodies. In its first inven-
tion it was more simple than in its present state. In
after times, when it began to be adorned, it gained the
name of Doric; for when it was constructed in its primi-
tive and simple form, the name of Tuscan was conferred
on it. Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric in rank.
on account of its resemblance to that pillar in its original
state,
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Tae CoORINTHIAN,

The richest of the five orders, is deemed a master-
piece of art. Its column is ten diameters high, and its
capital is adorned with two rows of leaves and eight
volutes, which sustain the abacus. The frieze is orna-
mented Wwith caricus devices. the cornice with dentals
and modillion. This order is used in stately and superb
structures.

The Invention of This Order.

It was invented at Corinth, by CaAlLiMAcHUS, who is
said to have taken the hint of the capital of this pillar
from the following remarkable cir-
cumstances. Accidentally passing by
the tomb of a young lady, he per-
ceived a basket of toys covered with
tile, placed over an acanthus root,
3, having been left there by her nurse.
As the branches grew up, they encom-
passed the basket, till, arriving at the
tile, they met with an obstruction, and bent downward.
CaLLimacHus, struck with the object, set about imitating
the figure; the vase of the capital he made to represent
the basket; the abacus, the tile; and the volutes, the
bending leaves.

Tuae TUsCAN

Is the most simple and solid of the five orders. It was
lovented in Tuscany, whence it derives its name. Its
column is seven diameters high; and its capital, base, and
entablature have but few moldings. The simplicity of
the construction of this column renders it eligible where
ornament would be superfluous.
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Tae Comrosrre

Is compounded of the other orders, and was contrived
by the Romans. Its capital has two rows of leaves of
the Corinthian, and the volutes of the Ionic. Its column
has quarter-rounds, as the Tuscan and Doric orders; is
ten diameters high, and its cornice has dentals, or simple
modillions. This pillar is generaliy found in buildings
where strength, elegance, and beauty are displayed.

Or THE INVENTION OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE

The ancient and original Order of Architecture re-
vered by Masons, are no more than three—the Ionic,
Doric, and Corinthian, which were invented by the
Greeks. To these the Romans have added two: the
Tuscan, which they made plainer than the Doric, and
the Composite, which was more ornamental, if not more
beautiful, than the Corinthian. The first three orders
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alone, however, show invention and particular character,
and essentially differ from each other; the two others
have nothing hut what is borrowed, and differ oniy acci-
dentally ; the Tuscan is the Doric in its earliest state; and
the Composite is the Corinthian, enriched with the Ionie.
To the Greeks, therefore, and not to the Romans, are we
indebied for what is great, judicious, and distinct in
architecture,

Of these five orders, the Jonic, Doric, and Corinthian,
as the most ancient, are most esteemed by Masons. The
Tonic, from the skill and ingenuity displayed m its con-
struction, is emblematic of the column of Wisdom, which
is situated in the east part of the Lodge and ls repre-
sented by the Worshipful Master; the Doric, from the
massive strength of its structure, is emblematic of the
column of Strength, which is situated in the west part
of the Lodge, and is represented hy the Senior Warden;
and the Corinthian, from the exuberance of Its ornaments,
is emblematic of the column of Beauty, which is situated
in the south part of the Lodge, and is represented by
the Junior Warden.

Or THE SEnsE oF HumaN Naruze.

The five Senses of Human Nature, which are Hearing,
Seeinve, FEEring, SmrerLLing and Tasrting, are next re-
ferred to and described.

Hearing

Is that sense by which we distingnish sounds, and are
capable of enjoying all the agreeahle charms of music.
By it we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of society,
and reciprocally to communicate to each other our
thoughts and intentions, our purposes and desires, while
thus our reason is capable of exerting its utmost power
and energy.
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The wise and beneficent Author of Nature intended,
by the formation of this sense, that we should be social
creatures, and receive the greatest and most important
part of our knowledge by the information of others. For
these purposes, we are endowed wilh hearing, that by a
proper exertion of our rational powers, our happiness
may be complete.

Beding

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and in an
instant of time, without change of place or situation,
view armies in battle array, figures of the most stately
structures, and all the agreeable variety displayed in the
landscape of Nature. By this sense, we find our way
on the pathless ocean, traverse the globe of the earth,
determine its figure and dimensions, and delineate any
region or quarter of it. By it we measure the planetary
orbs, and make new discoveries in the sphere of the fixed
stars. Nay, more, by it we perceive the tempers and
dispositions, the passions and affections, of our fellow
creatures, when they wish most to conceal them; so that,
though the tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble,
the countenance would display the hypocrisy to the dis-
cerning eye. In fine, the rays of light which administer
to this sense are the most astonishing part of the ani-
mated creation, and render the eye a peculiar object of
admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The struc-
ture of the eye and its appurtenances evince the admira-
ble contrivance of Nature for performing all its various
external and internal motions, while the variety displayed
in the eyes of different animals, suited to their several
ways of life, clearly demonstrates this organ to be the
masterpiece of Nature’s work.
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Feeling
Is that sense by which we distinguish the different quali-
ties of bodies, such as heat and cold, hardness and soft-
ness, roughness and smoothness, figure, solidity, motion,
and extension.

Smelling
Is that sense by which we distinguish odors, the various
kinds of which convey different impressions to the mind.
Animal and vegeteble bodies, and, indeed, most other
bodies, while exposed to the air, continually send forth
effluvia of vast subtility, as weil in the state of life and
growth, as in the state of fermentation and putrefaction.
These effluvia being drawn into the nostrils along with
the air, are the means by which all bodies are smelled.
Hence it is evident that there is a manifest appearance
of design in the great Creator’s having planted the organ
of smell in the inside of that canal through which the
air continually passes in respiration.

Tasting

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the choice of
our food. The organ of this sense guards the entrance
of the alimentary canal, as that of smelling guards the
entrance of the canal for resp.ration. From the situalion
of both these organs, it is plain that they were intended
by Nature to distinguish wholesome food from that which
is nauseous. FEverything that enters into the stomach
must undergo the scrutiny of tasting; and by it we are
capable of discerning the changes which the same body
undergoes in the different compositions of art, cookery,
chemistry, pharmacy, etc.

Smelling and tasting are inseparably connected; and
it is by the unnatural kind of life men commonly lead
in society, that these senses are rendered less fit to per-
form their natural offices.
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Of these senses, Hearing, Sesing, and Feeling have
always been highly revered by Masons. * * ¥

The seven Liberal Arts and Sciences—which are
Grammar, Rmueromic, Looic, Aarrumeric, GEoMETRY,
Music, and AstroNnomy—are then described,

Grammar
Teaches the proper arrangement of words, according to
the 1diom or dialect of any particular people; and that
excellency of pronounciation which enables us to speak
or write a language with accuracy, agreeably lo reason
and correct usage.
Rhetoric
Teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on any sub-
sect, not merely with propriety alone, but with all the
advantages of force and elegance, wisely contriving to
captivate the hearer by strength of argument and beanty
of expression, whether it be to entreat or exhort, to
admonish or applaud.
Logio

Teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the gen-
eral knowledge of things, and directs our inquiries after
truth. It consists of a regular train of argument, whence
we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to certain
premises laid down, admitted. or granted; and in it are
employed the faculties of conceiving, judging, reasoning,
and disposing, all of which are naturally led on from
one gradation lo another, till the point in question is
finally determined.

This science ought to he cultivated as the foundation,
or ground-work, of our inquiries; particularly in the pur-
suit of those sublime principles which claim our atten-
tion as Masons.

Arithmatio
Teaches the powers and properties of numbers, which are
variously effected, by letters, tables, figures, and instru-
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ments. By this art, reasons and demonstrations are given
for finding out any certain number whose relation or
affinity to another is already known or discovered. The
greater advancement we make in the mathematical
sciences, the more capable we shall be of considering such
things as are the ordinary objects of our conceptions,
and be thereby led to 2 more comprehensive knowledge of
our great Creator and the works of the creation.

Geometry

Treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes in
general, where length, breadth, and thickness are con-
sidered, from a point to a line, from & line to a super-
ficies, and from a superficies to a solid.

A point is a dimensionless figure, or an indivisible part
of a space.

A line is a point continued, and a figure of one capacity,
namely, length.

A superficies is a figure of two dimensions, namely,
length and breadth.

A solid is a figure of three dimensions, namely, length,
breadth, and thickness,

The Advaniage of Geomeiry

By this science the architect is enabled io construct
his plans and execute his designs; the general, to arrange
his soldiers; the geographer, to give us the dimensions of
the world, and all things therein contained; to delineate
the extent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires,
kingdoms, and provinces. By it, also, the astronomer
is enabled to make his observations, and to fix the dura-
tion of time and the seasons, years and cycles.

In fine, geometry is the foundation of architecture, and
the root of the mathematics.
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Music

Teaches the art of forming concords, so as to compose de-
lightful harmony, by a mathematical and proportional
arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed sounds This art,
by a series of experiments, is reduced to a demonstrative
science, with respect to tones and the mtervals of sound.
It inquires mto the nature of concords and discords, and
enables us to find out the proportion between them by
numbers

Astronomy

Is that divine art by which we are taught to read the wis-
dom, strength, and beauty of the Almighty Creator in
those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere

Assisted by astronomy, we can observe the magnitudes,
and calculate the periods and eclipses of the heavenly
bodies. By 1t we learn the use of the globes, the system of
the worlds, and the preliminary laws of nature. While we
are employed in the study of this science, we must per-
ceive unparalleled mstances of wisdom and goodness, and
through the whole creation, trace the giorious Author by
his works

Here a symbol of Plenty 1s mtroduced, and proper ex-
planations are given as to the proper answers to the fol-
lowing questions

What does it denote?

How was 1t represented?

Why was 1t instituted?




128 MANUAL oF THE LoODGE.

The passages of Scripture which are referred to in
this part of the section wili be found in Judges XTI, 1-6.
'The Vulgate version gives a paraphrastic translation of
a part of the 6th verse, as follows: “Say, therefore, Shib-
boleth, which being interpreied is an ear of corn.” The
same word also in Hebrew signifies a rapid stream of
water, from the root SHaBaL, to flow copiously. The
too common error of speaking, in this part of the rituai,
of a “water-ford” instead of a “water-fall,” which is the
correct word, must be carefully avoided. A water-fall
is an emblem of plenty, hecause it indicates an ahundance
of water. A water-ford, for the converse reason, is, if
any symbol at all, a symbol of scarcity.

The lecture next proceeds to illustrate

The Moral Advantages of Qeometry

Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the basis
on which the superstructure of Masonry is erected. By
geometry, we may curiously trace Nature, through her
various windings, to her most concealed recesses. By it
we may discover the power, the wisdom, and the good-
ness of the Grand Artificer of the Universe, and view
with delight the proportions which connect this vast
machine.

By it we may discover how the planets move in their
different orbits, and demonstrate their various revolu-
tions. By it we account for the return of seasons, and
variety of scenes which each season displays to the dis-
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cerning eye. Numberless worlds are around us, all
framed by the same Divine Artist, which roll through the
vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same unerring
law of Nature,
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A survey of Nature, and the observations of her heau-
tiful proportions, first determined man to imitate the
Divine plan, and study symmetry and order. This gave
rise to societies, and hirth to every useful art. The
architect began to design, and the plans which he laid
down, being improved by experience and time, have pro-
duced works which are the admiration of every age.
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The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and
the devastations of war, have laid waste and destroyed
many valuable monuments of antiquity on which the
utmost exertions of human genius have been employed.
Even the Temple of Solomon, so spacious and magnifi-
cent, and constructed by so many celebrated artists,
escaped not the unsparing ravages of barbarous force.
Free Masonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. The
attentive ear receives the sound from the instructive
tongue, and the mysteries of Free Masonry are safely
lodged in the repository of faithful breasts. Tools and
instruments of architecture, and symbolic emblems, most
expressive, are selected by the fraternity to imprint on
the mind wise and serious truths; and thus, through a
succession of ages, are transmitted, unimpaired, the most
excellent tenets of our institution.*

73

The lecture closes by paying profound homage to the
sacred name of the Grand Geometrician of the Universe,
before whom all Masons, from the youngest Entered
Apprentice who stands in the northeast corner of the
Lodge, to the Worshipful Master who presides in the
east, humbly, reverently, and devoutly bow.

CHARGE AT Passing 10 THE Dreceee oF Frrrow Crarr.t

Brother: Being passed to the second degree of Ma-
sonry, we congratulate you on your preferment. The

*This descant on Geometry is, perhaps, one of the oldest
passages in our monitorlal instruction. It originally constituted
a part of an address, entitled “A Vindication of Masonry,”
delivered op the 15th May, 1741, by Brother CuamLes LEgsLIE,
before Vernon Kilwinning Lodge, In the city of Edinburgh.

{Thin charge is taken, with but very little alteration, from
WiLLi2M PresroN, who first published it in his “Ilustrations
of Masonry.”
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internal, and not the external, qualifications of a man are
what Masonry regards. As you increase in knowledge,
you will improve in social intercourse.

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties which, as a
Mason, you are bound to discharge, or to enlarge on the
necessity of a strict adherence to them, as your own
experience must have established their value. Our laws
and regulations you are strenuously to support, and be
always ready to assist in seeing them duly executed.
You are not to palliate or aggravate the offenses of your
brethren; but in the decision of every trespass against
our rules, you are to judge with candor, admonish with
triendship, and reprehend with justice.

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of
education which tends so efficiently to polish and adorn
the mind, is earnestly recommended to your considera-
tion; especially the science of geometry, which is estab-
lished ag the basis of our art. Geometry, or Masonry,
originally synonymous terms, being of a divine and
moral nature, is enriched with the most useful knowledge;
while it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it
demonstrates the most important truths of morality.

Your past behavior and regular deportinent have
merited the honor which we have now conferred; and in
your new character it is expected that you will conform
to the principles of the Order, by steadily persevering
in the practice of every commendable virlue. Such is
the nature of your engagement as a Fellow Craft, and
to these duties you are bound by the mosl sacred ties.

LECTURE ON THE WINDING STAIRS *
Having passed through the Winding Stairs to the Mid-
dle Chamber, it is proper that you should be made ac-

*This lecture may be profitably studied by the Fellow Craft,
or read to him on his initiation into the degree by the presid-
ing officer.
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quainted with the symbolic meaning of the ceremonies in
Which you bhave been engaged.

Although the legend of the Winding Stairs forms an
important tradition of Ancient Craft Masonry, the only
allusion to it in Scripture is to be found in a single verse
in the 6th chapter of the 1st Book of Kings, and is in
these words: “The door for the middle chamber was in
the right side of the bouse; and they went up with wind-
ing stairs into the middle chamber, and out of the mid-
dle into the third”” Out of this slender material has been
constructed an allegory, which, if properly considered
in its symbolical relations, will be found to be of sur-
Passing beauty. But it i{s only as a symbol that we can
regard this whole tradition, for the historical facts and
the architectural details alike forbid us for a moment to
suppose that the legend, as it is rehearsed in the second
degree of Masonry, is anything more than a megnificent
philosophical myth,

Let us inquire into the true design of this legend, and
learn the lesson of symbolism which it is intended to
teach.

In the investigation of the true meaning of every
Masonic symbol and allegory, we must be governed by
the single principle that the whole design of Free Ma-
sonry as a speculative science is the investigation of
divine truth. To this great object everything is sub-
sidiary. [Ihe Mason is, from the moment of his initia-
tion as an Entered Apprentice, to the time at which he
receives the full fruition of Masonic light, an investi-
gator—a laborer in the quarry and the Temple—whose
reward is to be Truth, and all the ceremonies and tradi-
tions of the Order tend to this ultimate design.

Hence there is in Speculative Masonry always a prog-
ress, symbolized by its peculiar ceremonies of initiation.
There is an advancement from a lower to a higher state—
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from darkness to light—from death to life~from error
to truth. The candidate is always ascending; bhe is
never stationary ; never goes back; but each step he takes
brings him to some new mental illumination—to the
knowledge of some more elevated doctrine. The teach-
ing of the Divine Master is, in respect to this continual
progress, the teaching of Masonry—*“No man having put
his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of heaven.” And similar to this is the precept
of Prruacoras: “When traveling, turn not back, for if
you do, the furies will accompany you.”

In an investigation of the symbolism of the Winding
Stairs, we will be directed to the true explanation by a
reference to their origin, their number, the objects which
they recall, and their termination; but, above all, by a
consideration of the great design which an ascent upon
them was intended to accomplish.

The steps of this winding staircase commenced, we are
informed, at the porch of the Temple—that is to say,
at its very entrance. But nothing is more undoubted in
the science of Masonic symbolism than that the Temple
was the representative of the world, purified by the
Shelcinah, or the Divine Presence. The world of the pro-
fane is without the Temple; the world of the initiated is
within its sacred walls. Hence, to enter the Temple, to
pass within the porch, to be made a Mason, and to be
born into the world of Masonic light, are all synonymous
and convertible terms. Here, then, the symbolism of the
Winding Stairs begins.

The Apprentice, having entered within the porch of
the Temple, has begun his Masonic life. But the first de-
gree in Masonry, like the lesser mysteries of the ancient
syslems of initiation, is only a preparation and purifica-
tion for something higher. The Entered Apprentice is
the child in Masonry. Tbe lessons which he receives are
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simply intended to cleanse the heart and prepare the
reciplent for that mental illumination which is to be given
in the succeeding degrees.

As a Fellow Craft, he has advanced another step, and
as the degree is emblematic of youth, so it is here that
the intellectual education of the candidate begins. And,
therefore, here at the very spot which separates the
Porch from the Sanctuary, where childhood ends and
manhood beging, he finds stretching out before him a
winding stair which invites him, as it were, to ascend, and
which, as the symbol of discipline and instruction, teaches
him that here must commence his Masonic lahor—here
he must enter upon those glorious, though difficult re-
searches, the end of which is to be the possession of divine
truth. The Winding Stairs begin after the candidate
has passed within the Porch and between the pillars of
Strength and Establishment, as a significant symbol to
teach bhim that as soon as he has passed beyond the years
of irrational childhood, and commenced his entrance upon
manly life, the laborious task of self-improvement is the
first duty that is placed before him. He can not stand
still, if he would be worthy of his vocation; his destiny
as an immortal being requires him to ascend, step by
step, until be has reached the summit, where the treas-
ures of knowledge await him.

The candidate, then, in the second degree of Masonry,
represents a man starting forth on the journey of life,
with the great task before him of self-improvement. For
the faithful performance of this task, a reward is prom-
ised, which reward consists in the development of all his
intellectual faculties, the moral and spiritual elevation
of his character, and the acquisition of truth and knowl-
edge. Now, the attainment of this moral and intellec-
tual condition supposes an elevation of character, an
ascent from a lower to a higher life, and a passage of
toil and difficulty, through rudimentary instruction, to
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the full fruition of wisdom. That is, therefore, beauti~
fully symholized by the Winding Stairs, at whose foot
the aspirant stands ready to climb the toilsome steep,
while at its top is placed “that hieroglyphic bright, which
none but Craftsmen ever saw,” as the emblem of divine
truth. And hence a distinguished writer has said that
“these steps, like all the Masonic symbols, are illustrative
of discipline and doctrine, as well as of natural, mathe-
matical, and metaphysical science, and open to us an
extensive range of moral and speculative inquiry.”

The candidate, incited by the love of virtue and the
desire of knowledge, and withal eager for the reward
of truth which is set before him, begins at once the toil-
some ascent. At each division he pauses to gather
instruction from the symboiism which these divisions
present to his attention.

At the first pause which he makes, he ig instructed in
the peculiar organization of the Order of which he has
become a disciple. But the information here given, if
taken in its naked, literal sense, is barren, and unworthy
of his labor. The rank of the officers who govern, and
the names of the degrees which constitute the institution,
can give him no knowledge which he has not before
possessed. We must look, therefore, to the symbolic
meaning of these allusions for any value which may be
attached to this part of the ceremony.

The reference to \he organization of the Masonic insti-
tution is intended to remind the aspirant of the union of
men in society and the development of the social state
out of the state of nature. He is thus reminded, in the
very outset of his journey, of the blessings which arise
from civilization, and of the fruits of virtue and knowi-
edge which are derived from that condition. Masonry
itself is the result of civilization; while in grateful return
it has been one of the most important means of extend-
ing that condition of mankind.
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All the monuments of antiquity that the ravages of
time have lefl, combine to prove that man had no sooner
emerged from the savage into the social state, than he
commenced the organization of religious mysteries, and
the separation, by a sort of divine instinct, of the sacred
from the profane, Then came the invention of archi-
tecture as a means of providing convenient dwellings and
necessary shelter from the Inclemencies and vicissitudes
of the seasons, with all the mechanical arts connected
with it, and lastly, geometry, as a necessary science to
enable the cultlvators of land to measure and designate
the limits of their possessions. All these are clamed
as peculiar characteristics of Speculative Masonry, which
may be considered as the type of civilization, the foriner
bearing the same relation to the profane world as the
latter does to the savage state. Hence, we at once see
the fitness of the symbolism which commences the
aspirant’s upward progress in the cultivation of knowl-
edge and the search after truth, by recaliing to his mind
the condition of civilization and the social unlon of man-
kind, as necessary preparations for the attainment of
these objects. In the allusions to the oficers of a Lodge,
and the degrees of Masonry as explanatory of the organ-
ization of our own soclety, we clothe in our symbolie
language the history of the orgamzation of society.

Advancing in his progress, the candidate is invited to
contemplate another rseries of instructions. The Human
Senses, as the appropriate channels through which we
receive all our ideas of perception, and which, therefore,
constitute the most important sources of our knowledge,
are here referred to as symbol of intellectual cultiva-
tion. Architecture, as the most important of the arts
which conduce to the comfort of mankind, is also alluded
to here, not simply because it is so closely eonnected with
the operative institution of Masonry, but also as the
type of all the other useful arts. In tbe second pause,
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in the ascent of the Winding Stairs, the aspirant is,
therefore, reminded of the necessity of cultivating prac-
tical knowledge.

So far, then, the instructions he has received relate to
his own condition in society, as a member of the great
gocial compact, and to his means of becoming, by a knowl-
edge of the arts of practicai life, a necessary and useful
member of that society.

But his motto will be, “Onward and forward!” The
stair is still before him; Its summit is not yet reached,
and stlll further treasures of wisdom are to be sought
for, or the reward will not be gained, nor the middle
chamber, the abiding place of truth, be reached.

In his third pause he, therefore, arrives at that point
in which the whole circle of human science is to be ex-
plained. Symbols are in themselves arbitrary and of
conventional signification, and the complete circie of
human science might have been as well symbolized by
any other sign or series of doctrines as by the seven
liberal Arts and Sciences. But Masonry is an institution
of the olden time; and this selection of the liberal arts
and sciences as a symbol of the completion of human
learning is one of the most pregnant evidences that we
have of its antiquity.

In the seventh century, and for a long time after-
wards, the circle of instruction to which all the learning
of the most eminent schools and most distinguished
philosophers was confined, was limited to what was then
called the liberal arts and sciences, and consisted of two
branches, the trivium and the quadrivium.* The trivium

*The words themselves are purely classical, but the meanings
here glven to them are of a medizval or corrupt Latinity.
Among the old Romans, a trivium meant a place where three
ways met, and a guadrtvium, where four, o1 what we now call
a cross-road. When we speak of the paths of learning, we
readily discover the origir of the signification given hy the

holastic philosophers to these terms.
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included grammar, rhetoric, and logic; the gquadrivium
comprehended arithmetic, geometry, music, and astron-
omy.,

These seven heads were supposed to include universal
knowledge. He who was master of these was thought
to have no need of a preceptor to explain any books or
to solve any questions which lay within the compass of
human reason; the knowledge of the trivium having fur-
nished him with the key to ali language, and that of the
quadrivium having opened to him the secret laws of
Nature.

At a period when few were instructed in the trivium,
and very few studied the quadrivium, to be master of
both was sufficient to complete the character of a
philosopher. The propriety, therefore, of adopting the
seven liberal Arts and Sciences as a symbol of the com-
pletion of human learning is apparent. The candidate,
having reached this point, is now supposed to have accom-
plished the task upon which he had entered—he has
reached the last step, and is now ready to receive the
full fruition of human learning.

So far, then, we are able to comprehend the true
symbolisin of the Winding Stairs. They represent the
progress of an inquiring mind with the toils and labors
of intellectual cuitivation and study, and the preparatory
acquisition of all human sclence, as a preliminary step to
the attainment of divine truth, which it must be remem-
bered is always symholized in Masonry by the Wosb.

Here we may allude to the symbolism of numbers,
which is for the first time presented to the consideration
of the Masonic student, in the legend of the Winding
Stairs. The theory of numbers as the symbols of certain
qualities was originaily borrowed by the Masons from
the school of Pvrmacoras. According to that system,
the fact that the total number of the steps amount in all
to fifteen, i3 a significant symbol. For fifteen was a
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sacred number among the Orientals, because the letters
of the holy name, JAH, were, in their numerical value,
equivalent to fifteen; and hence a figure, which the nine
digits were so disposed as to make fifteen either way
when added together perpendicularly, horizontally, or
diagonally, constituted one of these most sacred talis-
mans. The fifteen steps in the Winding Stairs are, there-
fore, symbolic of the name of God.

But we are not yet done. It will be remembered that
a reward was promised for all this toilsome ascent of the
Winding Stairs. Now, what are the wages of a Specula-
tive Mason? Not money, nor wine, nor oil. All these
are but symbols. His wages are truth, or that approxi-
mation to it which wili be most appropriate to the degree
into which he has been initiated. It is one of the most
beautiful, but at the same time most abstruse, doctrines
of the science of Masonic symholism, that the Mason is
ever to be in search of truth, but is never to find it. And
this is intended to teach the humiliating but necessary
lesson, that the knowledge of the nature of God and of
man's relation to him, which knowledge constitutes divine
truth, can never be acquired in this life. It is only when
the portals of the grave open to us, and give us an
entrance into a more perfect life, that this knowledge is
to be attained.

The Middle Chamber is, therefore, symbolic of this
life, where only the symbol of the word can be given,
where only the truth is to be reached by approximation,
and yet where we are to learn that that truth will consist
in a perfect knowledge of the G. A O. T. U. This is the
reward of the inquiring Mason; in this consists the wages
of a Fellow Craft; he is direcled to the truth, but must
travel farther and ascend still higher to attain it.

It is, then, as a symbol, and a symhol only, that we
study this beautiful legend of the Winding Stairs. If
we attempt to adopt it as a historical fact, the absurdity
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of its details stares us in the face, and wise men will
wonder at our credulity. Its inventors had no desire
thus to impose upon our folly; but offering it to us as a
great philosophical myth, they did not for a moment
suppose that we would pass over its sublime moral teach-
ings to accept the allegory as a historical narrative, with-
out meaning, and wholly irreconcilable with the records
of Scripture, and opposed by all the principles of proba-
bility. To suppose that eighty thousand craftsmen were
weekly paid in the narrow precincts of the Temple cham-
bers, is simply to suppose an absurdity. But to believe
that all this pictorial representation of an ascent by a
Winding Staircase to the place where the wages of labor
were 1o be received, was an allegory to teach us the
ascent of the mind from ignorance, through all the toils
of study and the difficulties of obtaining knowledge,
receiving here a little and there a little, adding something
to the stock of our ideas at each step, until, in the mid-
dle chamher of life—In the full fruition of manhood—
the reward is attained, and the purified and elevated
Intellect is invested with the reward, in the direction how
to seek God and God’s truth—to believe this, Is to be-
lieve and to know the true design of Speculative Masonry,
the only design which makes it worthy of a good or a
wise man’s study,

Its historical details are barren, but its symbols and
allegories are fertile with instruction.

And so we close with this lesson: The Fellow Craft
represents a man laboring in the pursuil of truth; and
the Winding Siairs are the devious pathways of that
pursuit.
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MASTER MASON'S DEGREE

SYMBOLISM OF THE DEGREE.

If the first degree is intended as a representation of
youth, and the second of manhood, the third, or MasrER
MasoN, is emblematic of old age, with Ilts trials, its
sufferings, and its final termination in death. The time
for toiling is mow over; the opportumty to learn has
passed away ; the spiritual temple that we all have been
striving to erect in our hearts is now nearly comnpleted,
and the wearied workman awaits only the word of the
Grand Master of the Universe, to call him from the labors
of the earth to the ecternal refreshments of heaven.
Hence, this is by far the most solemn and impressive
of the degrees of Masonry; and it has, in consequence of
the profound truths which it inculcates, been distin-
guished by the craft as the sublime degree. As an En-
tered Apprentice, the Mason was taught those elementary
instructions which were to fit him for further advance-
ment in his profession, just as the youth is supplied with
that rudinnentary education which is to prepare him for
entering on the active duties of life; as a Fellow Craft,
the Mason is directed to continue his investigations in the
science of the Institution, and to iabor diligently in the
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tasks it prescribes, just as the man is required to enlarge
his mind by the acquisition of new ideas, and to extend
his usefuiness to his fellow-creatures; but, as the Master,
the Mason is taught the last, the most important, and
the most necessary of truths, that having been faithful
to ail his trusts, he is at fast to die, and to receive the
rewards of his fidelity.

it was the single object of all the ancient rites and
mysteries practiced in the very bosom of pagan dark-
ness, shining as a solitary beacon in all that surrounding
gloom, and cheering the philosopher in his weary pil-
grimage of life, to teach the immortality of the soul,
This is still the great design of the third degree of Ma-
sonry. This is the scope and aim of its ritual. The
Master Mason represents man, when youth, manhood,
old age, and life itself have passed away as fleeting
shadows, yet raised from the grave of iniquity, and
quickened into another and better existence, By its
legend and all Its ritual, it is implied that we have been
redeemed from the death of sin and the sepuichre of
pollution.  “The ceremonies and the lecture,” as a dis-
tinguished writer has observed, “beautifully illustrate this
all-engrossing subject, and the conclusion we arrive at is,
that youtb, properly directed, leads the life of man, regu-
lated by morality. faith, and justice, will be rewarded at
its closing hour by the prospect of eternal bliss.”

THIRD LECTURE.

This has very properly been called the sublime degres
of a Master Mason, as well for the solemnity of the cere-
monies which accompany it, as for the profound lessons
of wisdom wbich it inculcates. The important design
of the degree 1s to symbolize the great doctrmes of the
resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul;
and hence it has been remarked by a learned writer of

"
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our Order, that the Master Mason represents a man saved
from the grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of
salvation. The lecture is divided into three sections.

Fiest SrecrioN.

The ceremony of raising a candidate to the sublime
degree of a Master Mason is particularly described in the
first section, which, though brief, will be found essentially
usefnl.

The Compasses are peculiarly consecrated to this de-
gree, because within their extreme points, when properly
extended, are emblematically said to be in-
closed the principal tenets of our profession,
and hence thie moral application of the Com-
pafsses, in the third degree, is to those
precious Jewels of a Master Mason, Friend-
ship, Morality, and Brotherly Love.

The following passage of Scripture Is introduced dur-
ing the ceremonies:

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,
when tbou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; while
the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: In the
day when the keepers of the house shall trembie, and the
strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease
because they are few, and those that look out of the win-
dows be darkened, and the doors shall be shut in the
streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he
shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daugh-
ters of music shall be brought low; also when they shall
be afraid of that which is high, and fears sball be in the
way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grass-
hopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail; because
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go ahout
the streets: or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the
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golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the
fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall
the dust return to the earth as 1t was and the sparit shall
return unto God who gave it.—Ecclesiastes XTI, 1-7.

The passage of Seripture here selected is a beautiful
and affecting description of the body of man suffering
under the mfirmities of old age, and metaphorically com-
pared to a worn-out house about to fall into decay. How
appropriate 1s such an introduction to the sublime and
awful ceremonies of that degree, in which death, the res-
urrection, and hfe eternal are the lessons to be taught by
all 1ts symbols and allegories!

The Working Tools of a Master Mason are all the imple-
ments of Masonry indiscriminately, but more especially
the Trowel

The Trowel 18 an instrument made use of by Opera-
tive Masons, to spread the cement which unites a build-
mg into one common mass; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make use of 1t for the more noble
and glorious purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly
love and affection, that cement which unites us mnto one
sacred band, or society of friends and brothers, among
whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble
contention, or rather emulation, of who can best work
and best agree.

The three precious jewels of a Master Mason are here
referred to
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THIRD DEGREE WORKING TooLs
(Optional)

As an Entered Apprentice, you were presented with the
twenty four-inch gauges and the common gavel and instruct-
ed in their use. These Working Tools were not given to you as
a mere part of the ritual to be memorized and then forgotten
as you pass on to the next degree. Have you given eight hours
to the service of God or a distressed worthy brother? Have
you given one hour or even {ive minutes? Have you taken one
minute to bring relief to some suffering brother or to console
someone in sorrow? Have you stooped to wipe the tears from
the eyes of a little child crying over some trifle, which to its
tender imagination seems the greatest disaster? Have you
tried to bring cheer to a fellow creature, realizing that not
only those here in the Lodge but all men are your brothers?

Have you tuken thc symbolic gavel and endeavored to
divest yourself of some bad habit or undesirable trait to make
yoursclf a better man in the eyes of your Maker? Have you
tried to suppress yourself of some bad habit or undesirable
thought which is all too apparent to the Grand Architect of
the Universe who hath decreed that as a man thinketh so is
he?

Are you walking uprightly by the Plumb of rectitude, not
in haughtiness and vainglory but with all humility and mod-
esty? Have you acted on the square with all men because as
a Mason it is expected of you? Are you really traveling upon
that level of time to that undiscovered country from which no
traveler returns? Time is a river of passing events and swift is
its current. No sooner than one thing comes into view, than
another will take its place and it too will be swept away. Time
is neither the past nor the future, for the past has ceased to
exist for us and the future may never be. The only time we
have is now and now is forever. Seems it strange you should
live forever, seems it strange you should live at all?

Remember, my Brother, that an act once done or a word
once spoken, the effect will go on forever, and the conse-
quence whether for good or for evil are forever charged for
or against you and you alone.

The Working tools of a Master Mason are all.........

SECOND SECTION
The second section of this lecture 18 of pre-eminent
importance It recites the legend or historical tradition
on which the degree is founded, a legend whose symbolic
mterpretation testafies to our faith i the resurrection of




146 MANUAL oF THE LoODGE.

the bedy and the immortality of the soul, while it exempli-
fies a rare instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity.

The legend of the third degree has been considered of
so much mportance that it has been preserved in the
symbolism of every Masonic rite. No matter what modifl-
cations or alterations the general system may have under-
gone—no matter how much the ingenuity o> the imagina-
tion of the founders of rites may have perverted or cor-
rupted other symbols, abolishing the old, and substituting
new ones—the legend of the Temple Buiider has ever been
left untouched, to present itseif in ail the integrity of its
ancient mythical form.

The idea of the legend was undoubtedly borrowed from
the Ancient Mysteries, where the lesson was the same as
that now conveyed in the third degree of Masonry.

Viewed in tbis light, it is evident that it is not essential
to the value of the symbolism that the legend should be
proved to be historical. Whether considered as a truth-
ful narrative of an event that actually transpired during
the building of the Temple, or simply as a myth, embody-
Ing the utteranre of a religious sentiment, the symbolle
lesson of life and death and immortality is still contained
in its teachings, and commands our earnest attention.

Again is the lesson taugbt bere, as it was in the first
degree, that a Mason sbould enter upon no great and
important labor without first invoking the blessing of
Deily. But the symbolism here is still further extended,
and the candidate, representing one who is about to enter
upon the pilgrimage of life, and all its dangers and
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temptations, first is supposed to lay down upon his tres-
tle-board the designs of labor, of honest ambition, or of
virtuous pleasure upon which he is about to enter, and
tben to invoke the protection and blessing of the Grand
Architect of the Universe upon his future career. For
the Temple Builder is in the Masonic system, the symbol
of humanity developed here and in the Iife to come; and
as the Temple is the visible symbol of the world, its
architect becomes the mythical symbol of man, the
dweller and worker in the world, and his progress by the
gates is the allegory of man’s pilgrimage through youth,
manhood, and old age to the final triumph of death and
the grave.

The number 12 was celebrated as a mythical number in
the ancient systems of sun-worship of which it has
already been said that Masonry is a philosophical develop-
ment. The number there referred to the twelve signs
of the zodiac and in those Masonic rites in wbich the
Builder is made the symbol of the sun, the twelve Fellow
Crafts refer to the twelve signs in which alone the sun
is to be sought for. But in the York rite this symbolism
is lost, because Hiram there represents man, and not
the sun. But the ancient number has still been pre-
served. PortaL says the number twelve was a perfect
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and complete number. The number thirteen Indlcated
the commencement of a new course of life, and thence
it became the emblem of death. The number has always

been considered as a sacred number; witness the 12
great gods of the Greeks and Romans; the 12 altars of
Janus, referring to the 12 months of the year, the 12
tribes of Israel, the 12 Apostles, and a hundred other
instances that, if necessary, might be cited.

A Wayrarnina Manx.—The word means a traveler, one
who passes over the road—derived from way or road,
and the word fare, in its old meaning of to pass or go over.
Bamey defines a wayfaring man as “one who is accus-
tomed to travel over the roads.” It is witb this meaning
frequently found in Scripture, as in Judges XIX, 17:
“And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfar-
ing man in the street of the city.” Such a man having
perhaps just landed at Joppa, and on his way to the
interior, would be most likely to be met near that city,
and would be best enabled to give any information wanted
as to the condition of the shipping in the harbor, or in
relation to any other matter connected with a passage.
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The word “sea-faring man,” sometimes ignorantly used
in this place, is a monstrous corruption of the old term.

Joppa, which was by the Hebrews called Japho, and
is now known as Jaffa, was and is a seaport town and
harbor on the coast of Palestine, about forty miies in
“a westerly direction” (being about northwest) from
Jerusalem. At the time of the building of the Temple
it was the only seaport possessed by the lsraelites, and
was, therefore, the point through which all passage out
of or into the country was effected.

The small hill near Mount Moriah can be clearly iden-
tified by the most convincing analogies as being no other
than Mount Calvary. Thus Mount Calvary was a small
hill; it was situated in a westerly direction from the Tem-
ple, and near Mount Moriah; it was on the direct road

from Jerusalem to Joppa, and is thus the very spot where
a weary brother, traveling on the road, would find it
convenient to sit down to rest and refresh himself; it
was outside the gate of the Temple; and lastly, there
are several caves, or clefts in the rocks, in the neighbor-
hood, one of which, it will be remembered, was, subse-
quently to the time of this tradition, used as the sepulchre
of our Lord. The Christian Mason will readily perceive
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the peculiar character of the symholism which this iden-
tification of the spot on which the great truth of the resur-
rection was unfolded in both systems—the Masonic and
the Christian—must suggest.

The 8prig of Acacia is an important symbol in Free
Masonry. The plant is known to botanists as the acacia
vera of TourNErorT and the mimosa nilotica of LINNAEUS,
It is an evergreen that grows in great abundance in the
vicinity of Jerusalem. Its name in Hebrew is Shittah,
or in the plural, Shittim, and it was always esteemed as a
sacred tree by the lsraelites. The tabernacle and its fur-
niture, with the Ark of the Covenant, was made out of it,
and it was consecrated, from among the other trees of
the forest, to sacred purposes.

As a symhol, it received, among the ancients, three
interpretations. 1. In consequence of its incorruptible
and evergreen nature, it was readily adopted as a symbol
of the rmMorTALITY oF THE souL. 2. In allusion to the
derivation of its name, among the Greeks, from a word
which signifies freedom from sin, it was also adopted
as a symboi of 1NNocexcE. 8. Like all the other sacred
plants, such as tbe myrtle, the mistletoe, and the lotus,
which were used in the Ancient Mysteries, it became a
symbol of iNimiaTioN. The three interpretations com-
bined teach us, by the use of this one symbol, that in the
initiation of life and death, of whicb the initiation in the
third tegree is simply emblematic, innocence must for a
time lie in the grave—at length, however, to be called by
the Grand Master of all things to immortality.

Crerrs 1IN THE Rocks.—The vicinity of Jerusalem is
exceeding rocky and mountainous. These rocks abound
in clefts or caves, whicb were sometimes used by the
inhabitants as places of sepulture, sometimes as places
of refuge in time of war, and sometimes as lurking places
for robhers, or for persoms guilty of crime and flesing
from justics.
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TraE GraND Master’s JewrL.—There is & Masonic tra-
dition, that the Jewel of an ancient Grand Master—and
the one, therefore, always worn by the Bnilder—was the

8quare and Compasses, with the letter G between. The
finding of this jewel alone gives some probability to this
part of the legend.

It is bardly necessary tosay that the letter G, wherever
spoken of in Masonry as a symbol, is merely & modern
substitution for the Hebrew letter yod, 9> which was the
initial of Jehovah, the tetragammaton, and, therefore,
constantly used as a symbol of Deity.

The following Direr is sung :
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Solemn strikes the fun’'ral chime—
Notes of our departing time,

As we )ourney here below,
Through a pilgrimage of woe.

Mortals, now indulge a tear,
For Mortality is here!

See how wide her trophies wave
O’er the slumbers of the grave!

Calm, the good man meets his fate.
Guards celestial 'round him walt]
See! he bursts these mortal chains,
And o’er death the victory gains,

Here another guest we bring—
Seraphs of celestial wing,

To our funeral altar come,

‘Waft this friend and brotber home.

There, enlarged, thy soul shall see
What was veiled In mystery:
Heavenly glories of the place
Show his Maker face to face,

Lord of all! below—above—

Fill our hearts with truth and love;
When dissolves our earthly tie,
Take us to thy Lodge on high.

Praver at raising a brother to the sublime degree of
Master Mason:

Thou, O Godl knowest our down-sitting and our up-
rising, and understandest our thoughts afar off. Shield
and defend us from the evil intentions of our enemies,
and support us under the trials and afflictions we are
destined to endure, whiie traveling through this vale of
tears. Man, that is born of a woman, is of few days,
and fuli of trouble He cometh forth as a flower, and Is
cut down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and contmueth not.
Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months
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are with thee; thou hast appointed his bounds that he
cannot pass; turn from him that he may rest, till be shall
accomplish his day. For there Is hope of a tree if It be
cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender
branch thereof will not cease. But the man dieth and
wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where
is he? As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood
decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down and riseth
not up, till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord|
have compassion on the children of thy creation, admin-
ister them comfort in time of trouble, and save them with
an everlasting salvation. So mote it be. Amen.

The five-pointed star has been adopted, In very recent
times, as a Masonic symbol. Differing, as it does, entirely
from the blazing star, which in the first degree refers to
Divine Providence, it 18 consecrated, in the third degree,
as a symboi of the Five Points of Fellowship.

Among the Jews, as, indeed, among all other civilized
pations, il was considered not oniy an act due to decency
and humanity, but a religious obiigation, to bury and
pay honors to the dead. The bier was followed by
mourners, who poured out the anguish of their hearts in
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lamentahle wails, and who rehearsed the virtues of the
departed, and expressed the sorrow of the survivors.
“Men,” says Jamw, “who were distinguished for their
rank, and who, at the same time, exhibiled a claim to the
love and favor of the people for their virtues and their
good deeds, were honored with an attendance of vast
multitudes, to witness the solemnities of their interment.”

The Mosaic law which related to defilement by dead
bodies, rendered it necessary that none should be buried
near sacred places, nor even within the limits of cities,
except in the case of kings and very distinguished men.
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The strictness of the religious code against pollution
would, however, forbid that even these should be interred
in the nelghborhood of a temple or sanctuary.
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As far back as the era of Abraham, sepulchral monu-
ments are mentioned. When Racrer died, we are told
that JacoB “set a pillar upon her grave.” The ancient
Arabians erected a heap of stones over the dead; but as
among the Hebrews such a heap was an indication that
the body beneath had been stoned to death, the latter
nation, therefore, confined their monuments to a single
stone, which it was carefully to hew and to orna-
ment with inscriptions,

Although among the early Jews the burning of the
body was esteemed disgraceful, the sentiment of the
people was subsequently changed, and to burn the body
with aromatic spices and deposit the ashes in an uwrn,
“was considered, in the days of King Solomon, as a distin-
guished honor.

We thus close the second section with a tribute to the
memory of that distinguished artist who preferred to lose
his life rather than betray his trust

THmD SECTION.

The third section furnishes many details in relation
to the building of the Temple, and concludes with an
explanation of the hieroglyphical emblems of the degree.
Nearly all of this section is monitorial.
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The Temple of King Solomon occupied seven years in
its construction, during which time we are informed that
it rained not in the daylime, that the workmen might
not be obstructed in their labor.

This famous fabric was supported by fourtcen hun-
dred and fifty-three columns, and two thousand nine
hundred and six pilasters, all hewn from the finest
Parian marble.

It was symbolically supported, also, by three principal
columns, Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, which were
represented by the three Grand Masters. * * *

There were employed in its building three Grand Mas-
ters; three thousand three hundred Overseers, or mas-
ters of the work; eighty thousand Fellow Crafis; and
seventy thousand Entered Apprentices. All these were
so classed and arranged by King Solomon, that neither
envy, discord, nor confusion were suffered to interrupt
that universal peace and tranquility, which pervaded the
worid at this important period.
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There are in this degree two classes of emblems or
symbols, the first of which is monitorial, and conslsts
of the Three Steps, the Pot of Incense, the Boe-Hive,
the Book of Constitutions, guarded by the Tiler's Sword,
the Sword, pointing to a Naked Heart, the Al-sesing
Eye, the Anchor and Ark, the Forty-seventh Problem of
Euclid, the Hour-Glass, and the Scythe. They are thus
explained:

Tar Tuaree StTees,

Usually delineated upon the Master's carpet, are
emblematical of the three principal stages of buman
life, viz: Youth, Manhood, and Age. In Youth, as En-
tered Apprentices, we ought industriously to occupy our
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minds in the attainment of useful knowledge; in Man-
hood, as Fellow Craft, we shouid apply our knowledge
to the discharge of our respective duties to God, our
neighbor, and ourselves; so that in 4dge, as Master
Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflections consequent
on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious
immortality.

Tue Por or INCENSE

. Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is always
yg‘ﬁ an acceptable sacrifice to the Deity; and as
N ﬁ’\ this glows with fervent heat, so should our
Citim; 7y hearts continually glow wilh gratilude to the
»¢ great beneficent Author of our existence, for
the manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy.

Tue Bee Hive

Is an emblem of industry, and recommends the practice
of that virtue to all created beings,

from the highest seraph in heaven to “ . ",
the lowest reptile of the dust. It "% R
teaches us that as we came into the

world rational and intelligent beings,

so we should ever be industrious ones; never sitting down
contented while our fellow creatures around us are in
want, when it 1s in our power to relieve them without
inconvenience to ourselves.

Book or ConstrruTions, Guaapep BY THE TiLer’s Swosp,

Remind us that we should be ever watchful and guarded
in our words and actions, particularly
when before the enemies of Masonry;
ever bearing in remembrance those truly
Masonic virtues, silence and circumspec-
tion.
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TreE Swomp, PoixTiNG T0 A Naxep Heanr,

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later

@ overtake us; and although our thoughts,

words, and actions, may be hidden from the

eyes of men, yet that ArL-Sezine Evg, whom

the Su~x, Moox, and Srtars obey, and under

whose watchful care even Comers perform

their stupendous revolutions, pervades the inmost recesses

of the human Hearr, and will reward us according to our
werits.

TaE ANCHOBR AND ARK

Are emblems of a well-grounded hope and a well-spent
life. They are emblematical of
that divine 47k which safely
=" wafts us over this tempestuous

sea of troubles, and that dnchor
which shall safely moor us in a peaceful harbor, where
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary shall
find rest.

TrE Forry-Seventn Proniem or Evcrm.*

This was an invention of our ancient friend and brother,
the great Pyrmacoras, who, in his travels through Asia,

*This problem ls tbus enunciated by Euclid: “In any right-
angled triangle, the square which i8 described upon the side
subtending the right angle is equal to the square described upon
the sides which contain the right angie.”—Eucum, Book 1,
Prob. 47.
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Africa, and Europe, was initiated into seve-

ral orders of priesthood, and raised to the

Sublime degree of a Master Mason. This

wise philosopher enriched his mnd abund-

antly in a general knowledge of things, and

more especially in Geometry or Masonry. On this sub-
ject he drew out many problems and theorems; and
among the most distinguished he erected this, when, in
the joy of his heart, he exclaimed, Eureka, in the Grecian
language sigmfymng I have found it; and upon the dis-
covery of which he is said to have sacrificed a hecatomb.
1t teaches Masons to be general lovers of the arts and
sciences.

THE Hour Grass

Is an emblem of human life. Beholdl how swiftly the
sands run, and how rapidly our hives are
f drawing to a closel We can not with-
out astonishment behold the little parti-
: cles which are contained in this machine;
how they pass away almost imperceptiblyl and yet. to
our surprise, in the short space of an hour they are all
exhausted. Thus wastes man! Today he puts forth the
tender leaves of lope; tomorrow blossoms, and bears his
blushing honors thick upon him; the next day comes a
frost, which nips the shoot; and when he thinks his great-
ness is still aspiring, he falls, like autumn leaves, to en-
rich our mother earth.

Tue ScYTHE

Is an embiem of Time, which cuts the brittle thread of
life, and launches us into eternity. Be-
hold}! what havoc the scythe of Time
makes among the human race! If by
chance we should escape the numerous
evils incident to childhood and youth,
and with health and vigor arrive at the
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years of manhood; yet, withal, we ust soon be cut down
by the all-devouring scythe of Time, and be gathered
Into the land where our fathers have gone before us.

The second class of emblems are not monitorial, and,
therefore, their irue interpretation can only be obtained
within the tiled recesses of the Lodge. They consist of
the Seiting Maul, the Spade, the Cofiin, and the Sprig
of Acacia. They afford subjects of serious and solemn

reflection to the rational and comprehensive mind, and
thus the lecture closes with cheering promises of a blessed
immortality beyond the grave.

CuARGE AT RaisiNG 10 THE SusLime Dearee or A MasTer
Mason.

Brovuer: Your zeal for the institution of Masonry, the
progress you have made in the mystery, and your con-
formity to our regulations, have pointed you out as a
proper object of our favor and esteem. You are now
bound by duty, honor, and gratitude, to be faithful to
your trust; to support the dignity of your character on
every occasion; and to enforce, by precept and example,
obedience Lo the tenets of the Order.

In the character of a Master Mason, you are authorized
to correct the errors and irregularities of your unin-
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formed brethren, and to guard them against a breach of
fidelity. To pres\erve the reputation of the fraternity
unsuilied, must be your constant care; and for this pur-
pose it is your province to recommend to your inferiors,
obedience and submission; to your equais, courtesy and
affability; to your cuperiors, kindness and condescension.
Universal benevolence you are always to inculcate, and
by the regularity of your own behavior afford the best
example for the conduct of others less informed. The
ancient landmarks of the Order, intrusted to your care,
you are carefully to preserve; and never suffer them to
be infringed, or countenance a deviation from the estab-
lished usages and customs of the fraternity.

Your virtue, honor, and reputation are concerned in
supporting with dignity the character you now bear.
Let no motive, therefore, make you swerve from your
duty, violate your vows, or betray your trust; but be
true and faithful, and imitate the example of that cele-
brated artist whom you have this evening represented.
Thus you will render yourself deserving of the honor
which we have conferred, and merit the confidence that
we have reposed.
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AHIMAN REZON

CHAPTER 1.
Masonic Definitions.

Tre Boox or Coxsrrrorions or THE Granp Lobee or
Sourn CamoLiNa is also called the AmiMan Rezow.
This title is derived from three Hebrew words, ahim,
brothers, manah, to appoint or select, and ratzon, the will
or law; and it consequently literally signifies “the law of
appointed or selected brothers.” It contains the rules
and regulations of the Order, the details of all the public
ceremonies to be used on various occasions, such as con-
secrations, installations, funerals, etc.,, and is, in fact,
a summary of all the fundamental principles of Free
Masonry. To this book reference is made In all cases
where the by-laws of the Grand Lodge are siient or not
sufficiently explicit. In all public processions, the
Ahiman Rezon, or Book of Constitutions, should be car-
ried before the Grand Master by the Master of the oldest
Lodge present.

The word Lobex signifies a congregation of Free Ma-
sons, as well as the room in which their meetings are
held. But technically, the Lodge is a small box or chest
representing the Ark of the Covenant constructed by
Bezaleel, according to the plan prescribed by God, and
which was a model for the future Temple, of which every
Lodge is a representation. The Lodge should contain
the Book of Constitutions, and the Warrant of Constitu-
tion, and be placed In the center of the room.

Tre Laxpmarxs of Free Masonry are those marks of
distinction by which we are enabied to prove our rights
and privileges, and also those ancient and universally
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estahlished usages, which, having existed unchanged from
immemorial time, it is not now in the power of any body
of men to alter or annul. But the local customs and
modern laws of the Order are not its landmarks, and
may be amended or repealed from lime to timse by the
authority of Grand Lodges.

In the early ages of the world, it was the custom to
mark the boundaries of landed property by stones or
posts instead of fences. The removal of these produced
confusion, disputes, and injury, and was criminal in the
sight of God. Thus we read the injunction in the book
of Deuteronomy (XIX, 14): “Thou shalt not remove the
landmarks, which they of old have set in thine inberi-
tance;” and our Grand Master, SoLomox, has said, “Re-
move not the ancienl landmarks which thy fathers have
set.” Hence, our peculiar marks of distinction are called
landmarks, as they designate our inheritance among the
craft, and prove our right to participate in the priviieges
they enjoy. The criminality of removing the landmarks
of old may be inferred from the penalty annexed to the
act: “Cursed be he that removeth his neighbor’s land-
mark: and all the people shall say, Amen”—Deut.
XXVII, 17. The consequences resulting from a similar
crime in Masonry need not be repeated to the brother-
hood. Having hitherto been preserved in safety, they
will, there is no reason to doubt, remain secure to the
end of time.

The Taestie-Boaen, Tracine-Boarp, Frooring or Car-
PET, is a painting which contains a delineation of the
emblems of the various degrees, and is a necessary ap-
pendage to a thorough understanding of the Masonic
lectures. Formeriy it was the custom to draw a plan of
these emblems in chalk and charcoal on the floor of the
Lodge, which was afterward obliterated when the work
was finished. Hence, the Trestie-Board \s also some-
times called the Flooring.

AniMax REezon. 165

A Grand Lodge is styled “Most Worshipful,” and the
title of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina is, “Tue Most
WorsnipFuL Graxp Lonoe or ANCIENT Free Masons oF
Sourr CaroriNa” A Subordinate Lodge is styled “Wor-
shipful.” The Grand Master also receives the title of
“Most Worshipful.” All the rest of the Grand Officers
are called “Right Worshipful,” and all Past Masters,
“Worshipful.”

When the Grand Lodge is opened by the Grand Mas-
ter in person, it is said to be opened in “ample form;”
when by the Deputy Grand Master, it is “in due form;”
and when by any other officer, it is “in form.”

The decorations of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina
are purple and gold; because purple ig the appropriate
Masonic color of the Past Master’s degree,

The decorations of the Subordinate Lodges are light blue
and silver The collar should be made in the form of a
triangle, meeting in a point at the breast. The apron must be
of pure lambskin.

CHAPTER IL

Of the Temper and Qualities Required in Those Who
Wish to Become Free Masons.

Before we describe the duties of a Free Mason, in
the various offices and stations to which he may be called
in the Lodge, it is proper to give some account of the
temper and qualities which are absolutely requisite in all
who desire to participate in the honors and advantages of
those who are initiated into the mysteries and instructed
in the art of ancient Free Masonry.

As the Bible is the first Great Light presented to a
candidate, the following quotations from thal inspired
book are recommended to his previous perusal:

“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall
dwell in thy holy hill?
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“He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous-
ness, and speaketh the truth in bis heart.

“He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil
to bis neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his
neighbor.

“In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he
honoreth them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to
his own hurt, and changeth not.

“He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor
taketh reward against the innocent.”—Psalm XV.

“Who shall ascend into the hills of the Lord? or who
shall stand in his holy place?

He that hath clean hands and a pure heart; who hath
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfuily.”
—Psalm XX1V, 8, 4.

“What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many
days, that he may see good?

“Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speak-
ing guile.

“Depart from evil and do good; seek peace, and
pursue it.”—Psalm XXXIV, 12-14.

Then Jet the candidate prepare himself to say:

“I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my
tongue: T will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the
wicked is before me’—Psalm XXXIX, 1.

“I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I com-
pass thine altar, O Lord.>—Psalm XXVI, 6.

SECTION I.
ConcerXiX6 Gop aND RELiGION.

‘Whoever, from a love of knowledge, the desire of an
enlarged sphere of usefulness, or from any other vir.
tuous motive, is desirous of becoming a Free Mason, must
be informed that he is required to belicve firmly in the
existence of Deity, and to worship and obey him, as the
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great Arcnitect and Governor of the Unmiverse. Free
Masons are strictly enjoined to observe ihe moral law;
and to shun the paths of immeorality and vice. They
are equally to avoid the gross errors of the Free-thinker,
of bigotry, and superstition. They are to make a proper
use of thelr own reason, “according to that liberty where-
with” as Mason “is made free;” “so using it, as not to
abuse it.” They are charged to adhere to those grand
essentials of revealed religion in which all men agree,
while the modes and forms of worship are left to their
own judgment. Whence it follows, that Free Masons are
to be good men and true; men of honor, honesty, and
virtue, by whatever name they may be distinguished.

From this account of the religion of the craft, it must
not be supposed that Masonry teaches men to become
indifferent to the concerns of religion and the future
state. The reverse of this is true. Free Masonry recom-
mends and teaches religion and morality, as essential to
its own prosperity and the happiness of its members. It
endeavors, in all its rites, to impress these important
duties deeply on the minds of the fraternity. It labors
to make them pious and virtuous kere, that they may be
happy hereafter. An Atheist can not be admitted, be-
cause he could not be bound by a religious obligation.
Immoral men are rejected by our regulations, because
they live in deflance of the laws and commands of God;
and npeither individuals, nor societies composed of such
individuals, can be expected to promote the good of their
fellow creatures, nmor to bring down a blessing from
heaven upon any of their concerns. Free Masonry, how-
ever, makes no inquiry as to the particular religious
denomination to which its members belong. This is a
matter which it wisely jeaves between them and their God.
“To their own master they stand or fall.” Universal
benevolence is the greatest of all moral attainments. It
is the polar star of Masonry. Sectarlan influence and
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disputes might lessen that general, that lively sympa-
thy for the whole human family which is the design of
our Order to cultivate and promote. Religious disputes,
therefore, and not religion, are banished from the Lodge.
Every Free Mason 18 required to worship God in the
manner and form which he conscientiously believes to be
most acceptable in His sight, and most conformable to
His word. In short, the Mason’s moral and religious
duties are comprised In this command: Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as
thyself.

SECTION II.
Or THE CiviL MAGISTRATE.

A Free Mason must be a peaceable citizen, or subject
to the civil powers wherever he resides or works. He
must not be concerned in plots or conspiracies against the
peace and welfare of the State or Nation. He must
neither rebel against the laws of the government, nor
behave disrespectfully to magistrates. As Free Masonry
bas always been Injured by war, bloodshed, and confu-
sion, so ancient kings, princes, and rulers of great and
powerful nations have protected and encouraged the craft
because of their peaceabie and loyal behavior. This prac-
tically answered the cavils of their adversaries, and pro-
moted the honor of the fraternity. If a brother be a rebel
against the State, be must not be countenanced in his
rebellion, however he may be pitied as an unhappy man.
He forfeits all the benefits of the Lodge and his fellows
must refuse to associate or converse with him in private
while he continues in his crimes, that no offense may be
given to lawful government. But such person is still
to be considered as a Free Mason, his character, as such,
being indelible; and we must entertain the hope that the
rules of the craft may again influence his conduct, and
reclaim him to the paths of rectitude and honor.
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SECTION III.
CoxcerNING Privare Quavrrries aXp Duries

Whoever would be a real Free Mason and live con-
formably with the precepts of the Order, should learn
to control his passions, and to lead a virtuous life. He
must endeavor to avoid all kinds of intemperance and
excess, as tending to lessen his respectability and useful-
ness in the community, and to reflect dishonor on the
fraternity. He must be Industrious in his profession or
trade, that he may eat no man’s bread for naught. He
must employ his leisure hours in innocent recreation, for
the promotion of health, and devote some portion of them
to the Word of God, and the arts and sciences, that he
may be the better enabled to perform his duty to his
Creator and Benefactor, his country, his neighbor, and
himself. The Scriptures, no less the guide of our actions
than the rule of our faith, have the following lllustration
of our duty:

“A laboring man that is given to drunkenness, shall
not be rich; and he that contemneth small things shall
fali by little and little. Wine and women will make men
of understanding to fall away; and he that cleaveth to
harlots will become impudent. Moths and worms shall
have him to heritage, and a bold man shall be taken
away. He that is hasty to give credlt (to idle tales) is
light-minded; and he that sinneth shall offend agalnst
his own soul. Whoso taketh pleasure in wickedness shall
be condemned; but he that resisteth pleasure, crowneth
life. He that can rule his tongue shaii live without
strife; and he that hateth babbling, shali have less evil.
Rehearse not unto another that which is told unto thee,
and thou shait fare never the worse. Whether it be to
a friend or foe, talk not of other men’s lives; and if thou
canst without offense, reveal them not. For he heard
and observed thee, and when time cometh bhe will hate
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thee. If thou hast heard a word, let it die with thee;
and be boid, it will not burst thee. A fool travaileth
with 2 word as a woman in labor of a child. Admonish
a friend, it may be he hath not done it; and if he have
done it, that he do it no more. Admonish thy friend, it
may be he hath not said it; and if he have, that he speak
it not again. Admonish a friend; for many times it is
a slander, and believe not every tale. There is one that
slippeth in his speech, but not from his heart; and who
is he that hath not offended with his tongue? Admonlsh
thy neighbor before thou threaten him; and not being
angry, give place to the law of the Most High. The
knowledge of the commandments of the Lord is the doc-
trine of life; and they that do things that please him
shall receive the fruit of the tree of immortality.”—
Ecclesiasticus (Apocryphe) X7X, 1-20.

For the better attainment of the necessary qualifica-
tions, the Free Mason must seek and acquire, as far as
possible, lthe virtues of patience, meekness, seif-denial,
forbearance, and the like. These will give him the com-
mand over himself, and enabie him to govern his own
family with affection, dignity, and prudence; while, at
the same time, they will check every disposition injurious
to the world, and promote that love and decorum which
brethren of the same Lodge or household owe to each
other. Therefore, to afford succor to the distressed, to
divide our hread with the industrious poor, and Lo put
the misguided traveler into the way, are the indispensa~
ble duties of the craft. But though & Free Mason is
never to shut his ear unkindly to the complaints of any
of the human species, yet when a brother is oppressed
or suffers, he is, in a more peculiar manner, called upor
to open his whole soul in love and compassion to him, and
to relieve him, without prejudice to his own family, ac-
cording to his ability.
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It is further necessary that all who would be true Free
Masons, should learn to abstain from all malice and
slander, evil-speaking, backbiting, unmanneriy, scorn-
ful, provoking, reproachful, ungodly, and profane lan-
guage; and that he should know how to obey those who
are set over him, on account of their superior qualifica-
tions as Free Masons, however inferior they may be in
worldly rank or fortune. For although Free Masonry
divests no man of his temporal honors, but, on the con-
trary, bighiy respects them, yet in the Lodge, pre-emi-
nence of virtue, and knowledge in the mystic art, are con-
sidered as the true and oniy fountains of all honor, rule,
and government.

The last quality which we shall mention, as absolutely
requisite in those who would be Free Masons, ls that of
Seceecy; which, indeed, from its importance, ought to
have held the first place, if it had not been intended to
treat of it more fully. as a conclusion to the whole.

So much importance iz attached to this partlcular
quality or virtue, among Free Masons, that it is enforced
under the strongest penalties and obligations. No man
can be esteemed wise, who is void of inteliectual strength
and ability sufficlent to cover, and conceal, such honest
gecrets as are cominitted to hlm, as well as his own more
serious affairs. Both sacred and profane history teach
us, that many virtuous attempts have failed of their in-
tended ohjects, through defect of secret concealment.

The philosophers and wise men of antiquity were so
fully persuaded of the great virtue of secrecy, that it
was the first lesson which they taught their pupils and
followers. In the schooi of Pyrmacoras, it was a ruie
that every novitiate was to be silent for a time, and
refrain from speaking, unless when a question was asked;
that the valuable secrets which he had to communicate
might be the better preserved and vaiuved. And It is
recovded of Caro, the Roman Censor, that he told his
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friends there were three things of which he never failed
to repent, viz: 1. To have gone by sea, when he could
have gone by land. 2. If he passed a day without en-
deavoring to do good. 8. If he told a secret, Among the
Persians, betraying a secret is punished by the public
law. And Horace, with whose writings every classical
schoolhoy is familiar, declares it to be unsafe to live
under the same roof or to sail in the same ship with a
divulger of secrets.—Od. 111, 2-25.

Nor is the virtue of secrecy recommended only by the
wisest heathen philosophers and lawgivers; but likewise
by the fathers of the Church and by inspired writers and
lawgivers.

Sr. AmerosE places the patient gift of silence among
the principal foundations of virtue; and SorLomox, the
wise King of Israel, deems the man unworthy to reign,
or have any rule over others, who can not command him-
self and keep his own secrets. A betrayer of secrets he
deems infamous, and a traitor; but him that conceals
them he accounts a faithful brother, “A tale-bearer,”
says he, “revealeth secrets; but he that is of a faithful
spirit concealeth the matter.”—Pro. XI, 18, “He that
goeth about as a tale-bearer, revealeth secrets; therefore,
meddie not with him that flattereth with his lips.”—Pro.
XX, 19. “Discover not a secret to another, lest he that
heareth it putteth thee to shame, and thine infamy turn
not away.,”—Pro. XXV, 9, 10. “Whoso keepeth his
mouth and his tongue, keepeth his soul from trouble.”—
Pro. XX1, 28. To the same purpose, the son of Sirach
has the following beautiful passages, which are worthy
to be forever recorded in the heart of every Free Mason:

“Whosoever discovereth secrsts, loseth his credit, and
shall never find a friend to his mind. Love thy friend
and be faithful unto him; but if thou betrayest his
secrets, follow no more after him: for as a man hath
destroyed his enemy, so hast thou the love of thy neigh-
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bor. As one that letteth a bird go out of his hand, so
hast thou let thy neighbor go, and shalt not get him again.
Follow after him no more, for he is too far off; he is as
a roe escaped out of the snare. As for a wound, it may
be bound up; and after reviling, there may be recon-
cilement; but he that betrayeth secrets iz without hope.”
Ecclesiasticus (Apocrypha) XXV1I, 16-22.

Having now spoken of the internal qualities and vir-
tues required in all who aspire to the honor and advan-
tage of becoming F'ree Masons, we must next speak of the
ewternal qualities, and the steps to be pursued in order to
obtain initiation and admission into a regular Lodge,
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Ancient
Free Masons of South Carolina.

No person can be initiated, or become a member of a Lodge,
unless, 1n addition to the qualities and virtues mentioned
above, or, at least, a disposition and capacity to seek and
acquire them, he 1s twenty-one years of age, of good char-
acter; of sufficent natural endowments, and with the senses
of a MaN. He must hikewise have an estate, office, trade,
occupation, or some msible way of acquiring an honest hwe-
lihood, and of working 1 his craft, as becomes the members of
this ancient and honorable fraternity. Free Masons must not
only earn what is sufficient for themselves and fomily, but
hkeunse something to spare for works of charity, and for
supporting the ancient grandeur and dignity of the mystic
craft. Every person desirous of admassion must also be up-
right 1 body, not deformed or dismembered, at the time of
making, but of hale and entire limbs, as a MAN ought to be.
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SECTION 1V,
Concernine THE Prorosrne oF NEw MEmMBERS IN A LoODGE.

Every person desirous of being made a Free Mason mn any
Lodge, must present a petition in writing, signed by himself
and recommended by two of the members; which petition
should be in the following form

,8.C,

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of
LodgeNo.___ A F.M.

Gentlemen: Desirous of becoming acquainted with the
mysteries of Free Masonry, and of being enrolled as a mem-
ber of a Society whose principles I revere, I take the liberty of
offering myself a candidate for admission, and voluntarily
answer the following questions
Full name (please print)
Date of birth _______"Place of birth

(City) (County) (State)

Occupation _____ Employed b
Business address _______ Nature of buginess
Married or single? __ Place of residence ________
(Street) (City) (State)
How long at present address? _____ How long have you
lived in South Carolina continuously immediatel preceding
thisdate? ______ Where have you lived for the past five
years? (If in more than one place, state exact length of time
In each place, giving dates.)

1. Do you believe in the existence of a Supreme Being?

2. Are you willing to assume an obligation which will
bind you to uphold the Constitution of the United States of
America? 3 Do you know of any legal or moral
reason which would prevent you from becoming a Free Ma-
son? 4 Can you read and write? ____ 5 Are you
physically deformed? If so, explain

6. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of any
organmzation or group which advocates the overthrow of our
government by force? _____ 7. Have you ever presented a
petition to any Masonic Lodge? If so, fill out the
following statement On or about I made
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lication for initiation in —______ __ Lodge No.
orp at State defimtely what disposition

was made of your petition

8 Have you read all the questions in the foregoing petition,
and do you, upon your honor, declare all answers to be true?

Any knowing misstatement of these facts or any of them
by the petitioner shall constitute a Masonic offense, and if
made a Mason and afterwards convicted thereof, he shall
stand expelled. (Sec. 97—Code.) o .

I submit my character to the investigation of your Society
Your suffrage in my favor will be considered as an obligation
conferred upon me

Very respectfully yours,

(Applicant MUST sign his FULL name)

Residence Phone
Business Phone

S. 8. No.
Proposed by
The usual fee of & has been paid
Secretary.

This petition shall be kept on flle in the Lodge, as a
voucher to the Grand Lodge, in case of need. There
shall be inclosed In the letter such a sum of money as the
rules or By-Laws of the Lodge may require; which shall
be forfeited to the Lodge if the candidate should not
attend according to his proposal; but be returned to him
if he should not be approved of or elected. If he is
elected, it is to be considered as a part of his fees re-
quired for his initiation. This petition must be read In
Lodge hours, at least one regular Lodge night before
initiation; that the brethren may have sufficient time and
opportunity to make a strict inquiry into the morals,
character, and circumstances of the candidate; for which
purpose a special comiittee shall be appointed by the
‘Worshipful Master.
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It is, unfortunately for the honor and prosperity of the
craft, too much the custom to overlook the necessity of a
strict inquiry into the moral character of the candidate;
yet this inquiry is as much a duty, as the inviolate pres-
ervation of the secrets of the Order. This examination
must, therefore, not be a mere matter of form, but of
actual inquiry. The character of a candidate must be
the subject of serious investigation, and not of mere
recominendation. Every Free Mason who, knowingly, is
instrumental in introducing a man of bad or doubtful
character into the Lodge, is a partaker of his guilt. It }s
the duty of every member of the Lodge to inform the
“Committee of Inquiry” of any circumstances within his
knowledge which ought, in his opinion, to prevent the
admission of a candidate into the society of virtuous men.
He should likewise inform the Master and Wardens of
such circumstances; and there should not be the least
hesitation In exercising the right of rejection, according
to the By-Laws of the Lodge. But, at the same time,
whatever may be said or done on these occasions, must
never transpire beyond the walls of the Lodge, except
where the By-Laws, the rules and regulations of the
Grand Lodge, or a vote of the Lodge, may otherwise
direct.

CHAPTER 111

Of the General Regulations Among Ancient Free Masons,
Particularly Adapted to the Usages and Customs of
the Craft in South Carolina.

Having treated “of the temper and quallties required
in those who wish to become Free Masons,” we now pro-
ceed to those general regulations which more immediately
concern Free Masons, as members of Lodges.

SECTION 1.
ConcErNING A Longe AND 118 GOVERNMENT.
1. A Lodge is a place in which Free Masons meet to
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work. The assembly, or organized body of Free Masons,
is also called a Lodge, just as the word Church is expres-
sive of the congregation and of the place in which they
meet to worship. There is also a part of the furniture
which, in strict Masonic language, is called The Lodge,
and which is placed in the center of the room, at the
head of the trestle-board.*

2. The qualities requisite in those who are to be admitted
as members of a Lodge have been fully mentioned in the
foregoing chapter. It is, therefore, only necessary to repeat
here, in general, that they are to be men “under the tongue of
good report,” of due and mature years, that is, twenty-one
years of age, hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered
at the time of their making, and no woman or eunuch; and
that they have an estate, office, trade, occupation, or some
visible mode of supporting themselves honestly and
respectably.

8. A Lodge must assemble for work at least once in
each calendar month. It must consist of one Master, two
Wardens, senior and junior; one Treasurer and one Sec-
retary, who are to be installed; two Deacons, senior and
junior; two Stewards, and of as many members as the
majority of the Lodge shall, from time to time, think
proper to prescribe. More than fifty, when they can
attend regularly, as the rules of the craft require, are
generally found inconvenient for working to advantage.
When, therefore, a Lodge comes to be thus numerous,
gome of the ablest master workmen, and others under
their direclion, may obtain leave to separate and to work
by themselves, as the laws hereafter to be defivered will
more particularly show. But no Warrant of Constitu-
tion can be granted to any number of Free Masons, nor
can a new Lodge be formed, unless there be among them
three Master Masons, to be nominated and installed
officers, for governing and instructing the brethren of

*See Chapter 1.
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such Lodge, and promoting them in due time according
to their merit. It must likewise be satisfactorily shown
to the Grand Lodge that the granting of a new Warrant
of Constitution would promote the interests of the craft;
for it is better to have but a few Lodges, well attended,
than to increase the number if they are not so.

4. Every Lodge has the right to keep ltself an entire
body; therefore no number of brethren can withdraw or
separate themselves from the Lodge in which they were
made. or were afterward admitted members, unless such
Lodge becomes too numerous for working; nor even then,
unless they pay up all their dues to the Lodge, and give
notice that they intend to apply to the Grand Lodge for
a Warrant of Constitution to form themselves into a new
Lodge. And no set of Free Masons, without such War-
rant of Constitution, or a Dispensation, shall ever take
upon themselves to work together, or form a Lodge.

5. In order that due decorum be observed while the
Lodge is engaged In business, and for the better preserva-
tion of secrecy and harmony, a brother, well skilled in
the Master’s part, shall be appointed and paid for tiling
the Lodge door during the time of communication.

6. Every Lodge shall keep a book containing its By-
Laws; the names of its members; a list of all the Lodges
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, and united in
general communication, with the usual times and places
of meeting of such Lodges. It shall likewise keep a book
for recording the ordinary business of its communica-
tions, and, generally, all such matters as may be com-
mitled to writing. It shall likewise keep a book in which
every visiting brother shall write his name and the name
of the Lodge from which he hails.

7. No Lodge shall make more than five new brethren
at one time, unless by dispensation from the Grand Mas-
ter, or Deputy, in his absence. Not more than one degree
shall be given in one night to one person; nor shall any
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person, except in a case of emergency, and under the
dispensation of the Grand Master, be made or admitted
a member of a l.odge, or a demitted memher be permitted
to rejoin a Lodge, without being proposed one month be-
fore. This is necessary, that all the members may have
time to make the necessary inquiries into the candidate’s
or applicant’s character, that there may be unanimity in
the election and admission of members. No dispensa-
tion can be given to suspend this unanimity, because
unanimity is essential to the well-being of every Lodge,
and its own memhers are the most competent judges in
thls matter. If It were allowed that any foreign, or even
superior, jurisdiction might impose a fractious or dis-
agreeahle member upon a Lodge, It might destroy Its
harmony, and would Intrench upon its liberty, to the
great injury, If not the total dlssolution, of such Lodge.

8, The officers of the Lodge shall be elected for twelve
months, on the regular Lodge night next preceding the
Festival of St. John the Evangelist.

9. No Lodge shall interfere In the business of another
Lodge. It would be highly improper in any Lodge te
confer a degree on a brother who is not of its household,
except as a matter of courtesy; for every Lodge ought
to be competent to manage its own business, and is the
best judge of the qualifications of its own members.
And it does not follow, as a matter of course, that a
brother admitted among the household as an Apprentice,
to learn the mystic art, is capable of taking charge of
that household, however skilled he may be in his ap-
prenticeship; for there are many very necessary quali-
fications essential in those who are promoted to the
higher ranks of the Order.

10. No Lodge can, at an emtra communication, alter
or expunge the proceedings of a regular communication.

11. If a man of bad private character should, unfor-
tunately, be admitted into a Lodge; or should a man
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after admission become so, he should, on proof of the
same, be expelled from the Lodge. No man must be
permitted to remain in the Order after having been guilty
of a breach of the laws of the land, or becoming an
jmmoral and debauched character. The Lodge should be
composed of men of virtuous principles and conduct, and
when the membhers cease 10 be so, they should be sus-
pended or expelled, as the case may requlre. The first
and great ohject with the craft fs, to preserve the frater-
nity free from censure; and when the world percejves
that virtue Is encouraged and rewarded by Free Masons,
and vice discountenanced and punished, it will add to
their respectability and honor. It will be in vain to
examine the private character of a candidate before ad-
mission, if we are not equally jealous of It afterward.
This is consistent both with reason and rellgion.

12. All Masonic power being derived from the Grand
Lodge, its rules and regulations must be strictly obeyed
and supported.

18. No Lodge can suspend Its communications without
a dispensation, except during the months of July. August
and September. And any Lodge ceasing to meet for
twelve months, shall be deemed extinect.

14. Every difficully which occars, which is neither pro-
vided for by the rules and reguiations of the Grand
Lodge, nor hy this Abiman Rezon, must be submitted to
the Grand Lodge.

SECTION II

CoNcERNING THE BeHAavVIOR oF FREE Masons as MEMsBERs
or A Lonce.

1.—Of Attendance.

Every brother ought to belong to some regular Lodge
where he resides, and should always appear therein prop-
erly clothed, and in ciean and decent apparel, suhjecting
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himself to all its By-Laws, and the goneral regulations.
He must attend all the meetings of the Lodge, whether
regular or extra, when duly summoned, unless he can
offer to the Lodge such an excuse as the said laws and
regulations admit.

11-Of Working.

Every Free Mason should work hard and honestly on
working days, that he may live reputably and appear in
a decent and becoming manner on holidays. The work-
ing hours appointed by law, or confirmed by custom, are
to be strictly ohserved under such penalties and fines as
may be established.

Free masons snould perform their duty without mur-
muring or mutiny, nor leave the Lodge until the labor is
finished. They must avoid all unhecoming modes of ex-
pression, and call each other Brother, hoth within and
without the Lodge. They must instruct the younger
brethren to become hright and expert workmen. that the
materials for the edifice may not be spoiled But they
must be careful that they do not allow cowans to work
with them, that their arts and mysteries may not be un-
lawfully obtained.

111.—Of Behavior in the Lodge While Open,

While the Lodge is open for work, no brother shall
hold any private conversation, nor taik of anything
foreign or impertinent to the work in hand; he shail not
interrupt the Master or Wardens, or any brother address-
ing himself to the chair; nor act with ievity while the
Lodge is engaged in what is serious and solemn; but
every brother shall pay due reverence to the Master, the
Wardens, and all his feillows. If he enters the Lodge
after it is open, he must give the customary saiutes to
the proper officers. Every brother must appear in the
Lodge wearing his apron conformahly to the degree he
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bas received, and must not leave his seat without per-
mission from the Master or presiding officer.

Every brother found guilty of a fauit, must ahide by
the decision of the Lodge; but if he feels himself ag-
grieved, he may appeal to the Grand Lodge. No private
piques or quarrels, about nations, families, religion, or
politics, must be brought within the doors of the Lodge,
as being directly contrary to the rules of the Order
already laid down. Free Masons, as such, are of the uni-
versal acknowledged religion, and of all nations. They are,
therefore, bound to live upon the square, level, and plumb
with each other; to follow the steps of their predecessors, in
cultivating the peace and harmony of the Lodge, without
distinetion of religious sect or political party

1V .—Of Behavior After the Lodge is Closed and Before
the Brethren Depart Home.

‘When the Lodge is closed, and the labors of the day
are finlshed, the brethren, before they depart home to
their rest, may enjoy themseives with innocent mirth,
enlivened with their own peculiar songs and pieces of
music, But they must treat one another according to
the rules of politeness, avoiding all excess and compul-
sion, both in eating and drinking; considering each other,
in the hours both of labor and refreshment, as always free.
Therefore, no brother is to be hindered from going home
when he pleases; for although after Lodge hours Free
Masons are as other men, yet if they should fail into
excess, the blame, though unjustly, may be cast upon the
fraternity, as a society, by the ignorant or the envious
world.

V.—Of Contributions, Dues, Etc.

Every member must pay to the Lodge, at the appointed
time, his suhscriptions, contributions, dues, etc., accord-
ing to the By-Laws, If they stand in need of assistance,
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it will be cheerfully given in the customary way. But
no one should continue a member of any society withoui
contributing to its support. The Lodge fees are small;
and, if punctually paid, but very few will find them
burdensome,

SECTION IIL

ConcERNING THE Benavior oF Free Masons v Tuem
Private CHaBACTER.

1.—When o Number of Brethren Happen to Meet, With-
out Any Strangers Among Them, and Not in @
Formed Lodge.

In this case, they are to salute each other in a courteous
manner, as they are or may be Instructed in the Lodge.
They must call each other Brother; and freely communl-
cate hints of knowledge. without disclosing secrets. They
must take care in all their actions and conversations that
they are neither overseen nor overheard by strangers,
In this frlendly inlercourse no brother must presume
to derogate from the respect due to another, were he not
a Free Mason. For though all Free Masons, as brethren,
are upon the level, yet Free Masonry, as was said before,
divests no man of those honors to which he is entitled in
a civil or literary capacity. On the contrary, it increases
our respect for him, and teaches us to add to all his other
honors those which, as Free Mason, we cheerfully pay to
an eminent brother, distinguishing him above all of his
rank and station, and serving him readily according to
our ability.

I1—~When in the Presence of Strangers Who Are Not
Free Masons.

In the presence of persons who are not Free Masons,
the members of the society must be cautious of their
words and behavior, so that the most observant stranger
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shall not be able to discover what is not proper to be
intimated. The impertinent and ensnaring questions, or
ignorant and idle discourse, of those who seek to dis-
cover the secrets and mysteries committed to Free Ma-
sons, must be answered with caution and prudence, and
the discourse wisely, but politely, diverted to another
subject.

111.—When at Home and in the Noighborhood.

Free Masons ought to be moral men, and fully quali-
fled, as is required in the foregoing sections. Conse-
quently, they should be good husbands, good parenis,
good sons, and good neighbors; not absenting themselves
unnecessarily from home; avoiding all excess injurious
to themselves or families. A Free Mason who behaves
ill to his family, either personally in not providing for
their wants hy honest industry, or who idles away his
time in dissipation and drunkenness, shall be accused be-
fore his Lodge, and stand to its award. The Lodge must
be composed of virtuous and industrious men, and not
of drones, who would iive upon the labor of others,

Free Masons should, as much as possible, encourage
each other m their business, preferring to employ the
craft, rather than strangers, provided they can be accom-
modated equally as well.

1V.—Of Beghavior Toward a Foreign Brother. or
Strangers.

Strangers and foreigners, who are Free Masons, are
to be cautiously and scrupulousiy examined, that the
craft may not be imposed upon by pretenders or cowans;
and if an imposter should be discovered, he must be re-
Jjected with scorn and contempt, and information be given
to the Grand Lodge. Such as are found to be good men
and true, are to be respected as brothers; they are io
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be relieved, if in want, or be directed how to obtain relief;
and to he recommended to employment, if an opportunity
should offer.

V.—Of Behavior Behind a Brother's Back, as Well as
Before His Face.

Free Masons have always been charged to avoid all
manner of slandering and backbiting of any persons, but
more especially of their brethren; to avoid ali malice and
unjust resentment, or talking disrespectfully of a
brother’s person or performance, Nor must they suffer
any others to spread unjust reproaches or calumnies
against a brother, behind his back, nor to injure him in
his fortune, occupation, or character. They shall defend
such a brother, and give him notice of any danger or
injury with which he may be threatened, to enahle him to
escape the same, as far as is consistent with honor, pru-
dence, and the safety of religion, morality, and the
State, but no further.

V1.—Concerning Differences and Larosuits, If Any Such
Should Unhappily Arise Among the Brethren.

If a prother do an injury to another, or if any differ-
ence shouild arise about any private business, applica-
tion must be made to the offender’s Lodge, to have the
matter in dispute adjusted by the brethren. And if
either party be not satisfied with the determination of
the Lodge, an appeal may be carried to the Grand Lodge.
But lawsuits are not to be instituted until the matter
can not be decided by the brethren. And if it,be‘a mat-
ter that wholly concerns Free Masonry, lawsuits are to
be entirely avoided, and the advice of prudent brethren
is to be followed, as they are the best judges of such
differences.

But when references are either impracticable or unsuc-
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cessful, and courts of law and equity must at last decide,
you must still follow the general rules of Free Masonry
already laid down. You must avoid all wrath, malice,
rancor, and personal ill will, in carrying on the suit with
a brother. You must neither say nor do anything to hin-
der the continuance or renewal of that brotherly love and
friendship which are the glory and cement of our ancient
fraternity.

In this way we shall show to the world the benign
influences of Free Masonry, as wise, true, and faithful
brethren have done before us, and as ail who shall fol-
low us, and would be thought worthy of that name, wiil
do, until Free Masonry shall be dissolved, with the great
fabric of the world, in the last general conflagration!

These charges, and such others as shall be given in a
way that cannot be written, are to be strictly and con-
scientiously observed. That no one may plead ignorance
of them, they should be read or made known to the new
brethren at their initiation, and at such other times as
the Master shall direct.

SECTION IV.

OF THE MasteR oF THE Lonce, His ErLecTioN, OFFICE, AND
Doury.

No brother can be elected Master of a Lodge unless
he has served in the office of Warden somewhere, of
which he must produce satisfactory evidence; except in
very extraordinary cases, as when a new Lodge is to be
formed, or when no Past Master or former Warden is
to be found among the members. In such cases, three
Master Masons, although they have served in no former
office, if they are well skilled in the art, may be con-
stituted Master and Wardens of such new Lodge, or
any old Lodge, in the like emergency.

The Master of every Lodge shall not suffer a member
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to vote on the night of election who has not paid up his
fines and dues according to law. Every member has one
vote, and the Master two, Where the number of votes are
equal, otherwise he has but one. When the hallot is
tlosed he should call up to the chair two brethren, and
in their presence shall carefully examine the poll, and
declare him duly elected that has a majority of votes.

The Master of every Lodge is particularly charged, as
appertaining to his office, duty, and dignity, to see that
the By-Laws of this Lodge, as well as the Constitution
and the rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge, be
duly ohserved and oheyed; that his Wardens discharge
their office faithfully, and be examples of diligence, vir-
fue, and sobriely to the craft; that true and exact
minutes and entries of all proceedings be made and kept
by the Secretary; that the Treasurer shall keep and
render exact and just accounts at the stated times,
according to the By-Laws and orders of the Lodge; and,
in general, that al] the furniture, or other property, and
money belonging to the Lodge, be truly managed and
dispensed as if they were those of his own private house-
hold, according to the vote and direction of the Lodge.

The Master shall likewise take care that no Appren-
tice or Fellow Craft be taken into his Lodge, unless he
bas sufficient employment for him, and finds him to be
the son of honest, free parents, of full age (4. 0., twenty-
one years) and otherwise duly qualified, according to
the rules before laid down, for learning and understand-
ing the mysteries of the art. Thus shall the original
intention of the founders of our society be carried into
effect, and the craft be held in repute. Thus, also, shall
Apprentices, when expert in the business of their appren-
ticeship, be admitted among the Fellow Crafts, and, in
due time, be raised to the sublime degree of Master Ma-
soms, capable of undertaking the management of a Lodge,
with the prospect of passing through all the higher honors
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of Free Masonry, viz., those of Wardens and Masters of
their Lodges, and, perhaps, at length, of being Grand
Wardens and Grand Masters, according to their merit.

The Master of a Lodge is authorized to call a meeting
of his Lodge at pleasure, upon the application of any of
the brethren, and upon any emergency and occurrence
which, in his judgment, may require their meeting. It is
likewise his duty to attend all the communications of the
Grand Lodge, in which the Master and Wardens, or
either of them, have power and authority to represent
their Lodge, and to transact all matters relative thereto,
as well and as truly as if the whole body were there
present; and to act upon every other matter that may be
brought before the Grand Lodge.

No Lodge can be removed from its usual place of
meeting without the concurrence of a majority of its
members. The motion for removal must be made at a
regular communication, and be determined at the next
regular communication thereafter; of which notice shall
be given in the summons. But in cases of necessity,
which, in the judgment of the Master, or, in his absence,
of the presiding officer, admit of no delay, he may call
an extra Lodge for the purpose of taking the same into
consideration, and shall be governed in his conduct by the
decision of the majority. But the Lodge cannot be
moved out of the district assigned in the Warrant of
such Lodge, without a dispensation from the presiding
Grand Officer, and the sanction of the Grand Lodge
obtained at its next communication thereafter. Every
removal of a Lodge shall be immediately notified by Lhe
Secretary of such Lodge, to the Grand Secretary, The
Master has, particularty. the charge of the Warrant of
Constituation, which should always be in the Lodge when
it Is opened. On the night of election, he has the privi-
lege of appointing his Senior Deacon from among the

Master Masons of his Lodge. He aiso appoints the
Tiler.
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If a Grand Officer, a Present or Past Master, visits the
Lodge, the Master, or presiding officer, must pay him the
honors which are due to his rank, whether he be a mem-
ber of his Lodge or not.

The Grand, or Deputy Grand, Master must be received
at the door by the two Deacons, the Lodge standing and
giving him grand honors; the other Grand Officers are
received by the Senior Deacon at the door, the Lodge
standing, but without the grand honors; they are then
conducted to a seat in the East. Past Masters are
entitled to a seat in the East, but are not received by
the Lodge standing, the Senior Deacon only meeting thera
in the center of the room, and conducting them to their
appropriate position. It Is the duty of the Master, with
the concurrence of the Committee on Funds, to direct
that the surplus funds which may be in the hands of the
Treasurer be applied to the purchase of publlc stock,
or bank shares, or otherwise disposed of in such manner
as wiil make them productive to the Lodge, unless they
should be specially appropriated by the Lodge.

Too little attention is, in general, paid to the qualifica-
tion of Masters of Lodges. It is not alone sufficient that
they are honest, good men; but they must be well
acquainted with Masonry as a science, with the princi-
ples and doctrines of the craft, and be able to teach
them; they must be men of education and general in-
formation, and such as are esteemed in the community.
Ambitious seekers of honors, and intriguers for offices,
must be discouraged. Everything like party must be dis-
countenanced. Virtue and genius, which invar.ably are
accompanied by humility, must be sought out and placed
in offices of honor and Lrust, as the reward of merit.
Such Masters would make our Lodges respectable, in-
structive, and useful, and our fellow citizens would then
be obliged to acknowledge it an honor to be enroiled
under the banners of our Order.
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SECTION V.,
Or THE WaRDENS OF A Lobee.

Master Masons only can be Wardens of a Lodge,

Their election shall be in the same manner as the Mas-
ter, and their qualifications for office should be nearly the
same.

The Senior Warden succeeds to all the duties of the
Master, and flils the chair when he is absent. If the
Master leaves the jurisdiction, dies, or is suspended or
expelled by the Grand Lodge, the Senior Warden, or, in
his absence, the Junior Warden, shall fill his place until
the next stated time of election. If the Master and both
Wardens should die, or be expelled, or should leave the
jurisdiction, not to return, a new election can be held,
under a dispensation from the presiding Grand Officer.
It is usual for the Wardens to waive the rivileze of the
chair, in compliment to any Past Master of the Lodge
that may be present, upon the presumption of his expe-
rience and skill in conducting the business of the Lodge.
But this offer is perfectly optional with the Wardens,
for such Past Master still derives his authority under
the Wardens, and cannot act until they congregate the
Lodge. If neither the Master nor Wardens are present,
the Lodge cannot be opened. Formerly, in the absence
of the Warrant Officers, the Senior Past Master could
open the Lodge, but, in 1876, Article 122 of the Consti-
tution was amended by adding thereto the words, “but
in no case shail the Lodge be opened unless either the
Worshipful Master or one of the Wardens be present.”

But let us hope, for the honor of the Lodge, that it
will never occur, on a regular Lodge night, that there is
no officer present, legally qualified to open and to pre-
side over the Lodge. Such an occurrence would cer-
tainly be disreputable to the officers whose vows have
been solemnly made at their installation, in the name and
in the presence of God. Necessary absence will some-
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times take place; but unnecessary, wilful absence should
never be indulged. A tnfling excuse can never mend a
breach of our obligation. An oath is a very serious
thing here, and a very awful matter hereaftor.

The business of the Wardens in the Lodge is, gen-
erally, to assist the Master in conducting the business
thereof, and managing the craft, in due form and order,
when the Master is present, and in performing his duties
when he is absent. Particular Lodges, by their By-
Laws, assign particular duties to their Wardens for their
own better government; which such Lodges have the
right to do, provided they do not militate against the
ancient landmarks, the Constitution, or rules and regula-
tions of the Grand Lodge, or violate the true genius and
spirit of Masonry.

It is the duty of the Wardens {o attend the communl-
cations of the Grand Lodge, and, in conjunction with
their Master, to act for the good of their Lodge.

The Senior Warden appoints his Junior Deacon from
among the Master Masons of his Lodge, and the Junior
Warden appoints the two Stewards.

SECTION VL
Or TaE TREasurer OF A Lobngk.

The Treasurer shall, immediately after his election,
give to the Master for the time being, in trust for the
Lodge (for the faithful discharge of duty), a bond, with
good and sufficient security, in such sum as the By-Laws
may require. He is Lo keep an exact account of money
received, and to pay all orders duly drawn upon him, by
the authority of the Lodge, which shall be signed by the
Master and countersigned by the Secretary. He is to
keep regular entries, both of his receipts and expendi-
tures, and to have his books and vouchers always ready
for examination, at such periods as the By-Laws require,
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or whenever called upon By order of the Master or the
Lodge.
SECTION VIL.

OF THE SECRETARY Or A LobpoE.

The Secretary shall keep a regular register or record
of all the transactions and proceedings of the Lodge
that are proper to be committed to writing; which
shall be faithfully entered in the Lodge books, from the
minutes taken in open Lodge, after being duly read,
amended, if necessary, and confirmed at the succeeding
regular meeting; in order that the said transactions or
authentic copies thereof may be laid before the Grand
Lodge, whenever required. He shall keep a book con-
taining the By-Laws, and the rules and regulations of
the Grand Lodge; a list of the members of the Lodge,
the dates of their initiation or admission; and a list of
all the Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge,
with the usual times and places of their meeting. He
shall keep a record of all the expulsions, suspensions, or
rejections in his own, or in other Lodges, and such other
; matters as may be communicated to him. He shall like-
wise keep a book, ;n which every visiting brother shall
write his own name, and the name of the Lodge to which
he belongs, or from which he hails. He shall receive all
moneys due the Lodge, and forthwath pay them over to the
Treasurer, taking his receipt for the same. He 1s also to
issue the notices for the stated communications, and for
such others as the Master or presiding officer may direct
He shall perform all such other duties as by usage apper-
tain to his office.

Form of the Notice.
.............................. Lodge No. ...... ......... under the Masonic
jurisdiction and authority of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina, will
hold & - e . communication at ... ............. -
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[0} R evening next, the at

o’'clock; at which time and place you are hereby notified

to attend. Secretary.
To Brother ... .iceivneenn

He shall make his return to the Grand Secretary of
the Grand Lodge at such time and in such form as the
rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge may prescribe.
At the same time, the Treasurer shall pay up and settle
with the Grand Secretary all the fees, contributions, and
dues of his Lodge, and take a receipt for the same: and
he shall discharge such other duties as by usage apper-
tain to bis office, and are defined in Section 74 of tbe
Masonic Code of South Carolina.

SECTION VIIIL.
Or taE DEACONS Or A Lobce.

The Senior Deacon is appointed by the Master, and
the Junior Deacon by the Senior Warden. The duties of
these officers are so well understood, that little need be
said on the subject. The Junior Deacon must be careful
never to suffer any brother to pass the door without per-
mission from the presiding officer, and must see that none
enter who are not properly clothed. The Deacons carry
blue rods.

SECTION IX.
OF THE STEwARDS OF A Lobnork.

The Stewards are appointed by the Junior Warden,
and have their seats on each side of him. It is their duty
to prepare and superintend fhe banquet in the hours of
refreshment, and to them is intrusted, in the hours of
labor, the preparation of candidates, and the examination
of visitors, for which purpose they should acquire a com-
petent knowledge of the mysteries of our institution. It
is the duty of the Stewards to keep an exact account of
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the expenses of the Lodge for refresbments. The Stew-
ards carry white rods.

SECTION X.
Or THE TrLer oF A Longe.

The Tiler shall be a Master Mason of knowledge and
experience. A brother is to be preferred for this office,
to whom the fees may be necessary and serviceable on
account of his particular circumstances. His duty is
fixed by custom, and is known to every brother. His
chief charge is,not to admit any person, not even a mem-
ber, while the Lodge is open, without the consent of the
presiding officer. He must also be careful that nome
enter who are mot properly clothed. He is likewise
charged with the safe-keeping of the Lodge chest, furni-
ture, jewels, etc., for which he must be responsible.

SECTION XI.
OF THE RePreseNTATIVES oF LoboEs.

Every Lodge is to be represented in the Grand Lodge
by its Master and Wardens, or any one or two of them.
In case of the absence of these officers, the Master of the
Lodge may appoint one of the members thereof to repre-
sent the Lodge, which member shall be considered as a
Warden de facto, and shall cast tbe three votes of the
Lodge.

Every delegate so appointed should be furnished with
a certificate ‘n the following form:
Lndge No. .
This is to certify that Brother ... ... has been
duly appointed a delegate to represent
Lodge No. oo at the next commumcation of the
Grand Lodge, and there to do every act and thing as
fully and completely as the Master and Wardens could
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do were they personally present.

Given at . this e 08Y Of i e
under the seal of tbe Lodge. w. M.
(x. 8.)
Saoretary.

CHAPTER 1V.

Constitutional Rules Founded on the Ancient Land-
marks and Usages of the Craft, and of Force in
the Jurisdiction of South Carolina.

1. Any three regular Lodges can form and constltute
a Grand Lodge in a State, kingdom, or nation where no
Grand Lodge is already established; and have the right
of forming a code of laws for their government, accord-
ing to the ancient constitution of the craft.

2. None but Present or Past Masters are cligible to
any office in the Grand Lodge, except those of Grand
Chaplain and Grand Tiler.

8. No brother can be recognized as a Past Master who
has mot served as Master of a regular Lodge for twelve
months.

4. When the Grand Master is absent from the Grand
Lodge, the chair shall be taken by the Deputy. If both
are absent, the Senior Grand Warden, or if he be like-
wise absent, the Junior Grand Warden must take the
chair. If all these officers are absent, the duties of the
Grand Lodge will devolve upon the Master of the oldest
Lodge present. Vacancies in the other chairs are to be
supplied by the Masters of Lodges, according to sen-
iority.

5. When the Master of a Lodge is absent, his duty
shall be performed by the Wardens in succession. But
in no case shall the Lodge be opened unless either the
‘Worshipful Master or one of the Wardens be present.
The Warrant of Constitution is granted to the Master,
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Wardens, and their successors in office, and to none else,
and none else can lawfully act.

6. No brother, either of the Grand Lodge or of &
private Lodge, can be recognized as an officer, until after
he is installed.

7. No Communication of Ancient Free Masons can e
held within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of South
Carolina, without a Warrant of Constitution from that
body, or a dispensation from the presiding Grand Officer.

8. No Lodge of Ancient Free Masons in South Caro-
lina can work under a warrant granted by any other
Grand Lodge.

9. All Masonic power being derived from the Grand
Lodge, its rules and regulations must be strictly obeyed
and supported.

10. No ex post facto law shall be made, either by the
Grand Lodge or a Subordinate Lodge; nor any law be
passed repugnant to the laws of the land.

11. No officer can resign his office after he is installed,
nor can any election be held but at the constitutional
meeting for that purpose. But if the Master and both
Wardens should die, be expelled, or leave the jurisdiction
not to return, a new election can be held under a dispen-~
sation from the presiding Grand Officer. But if either
of them remain, no election can be held.

12. No Free Mason must be elected to any office in
consideration of his fortune or rank in society, but from
a consciousness of his real merit and ability, and from
the belief that he will fill his office with honor to himself
and with advantage to the Lodge.

13. No Free Mason chosen into any office can refuse to
serve (unless he has before filled the same office), with-
out incurring the penalties established by the By-Laws.

14. No Lodge can suspend its meetings without a dis-
pensation from the Grand Lodge, or presiding Grand
officer, except during the months of July, August, and
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September. And every Lodge which shall cease to meet
for twelve calendar months shall be deemed extinct, and
lose its former rank, if reinstated; unless it shall be
revived by one of its former officers, or three old mem-
bers.

15. No Lodge can, at an extra meeting, alter or
expunge the proceedings of a regular meeting.

16. No Lodge can interfere in the business of another
Lodge, or give degrees to brethren who are members of
other Lodges, except as a matter of courtesy.

17. No candidate can receive more than one degree in
one night, nor, in any number of candidates more than
five degrees in the same night. The Grand Master can,
for special purposes, grant a dispensation to Increase
the number of the latter, but not for the former beyond
two degrees,

18. No visitor shall be allowed to enter a Lodge under
this jurisdiction without passing an exarvination agree-
abiy to ancient form and usage.

19. No unafiiliated Mason shall be allowed to visit a
Lodge more than once, without becoming a member of
some regular Lodge under this jurisdiction.

20. Every Free Mason is amenable to the Constitution,
laws, and regulations, of the Masonic jurisdiction in
which he resides, whetber he be a member of a Lodge
or not.

21. Every Free Mason shall be obliged to wear his
apron, in the form established by the degrees he has
received.

22. Every applicant for injtiation must be free born,
eighteen years of age, under no bondage, in the
perfect enjoyment of his senses, hale and sound. not
deformed or dismembered, his manners irreproachable,
and a firm believer in the existence of a Supreme Being.

23. No woman nor eunuch, nor old man in his dotage,
can be initiated.
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24. No Entered Apprentice can join in any debate that
may be brought before the Lodge. Fellow Crafts and
Master Masons possess this privilege, but none but Mas-
ter Masons sball be allowed to introduce & motion.

25. The festivals of St. John the Baptist and St. John
the Evangelist are the festivals of the Order, and every
Lodge ought to celebrate one or botb of them.

26. Kvery private Lodge, as well as every brother, has
the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge, whose decision
s final.

27, All ballotings for candidates and trials of brethren
must take place in the third degree.

28. No Lodge can initiate, pass, or raise any candidate
who has not resided in the State for twelve consecutive
months previous to his application; and in the case of
mariners, they must have sailed out of some port within
the State for the same length of time.

29. Lodges working under dispensation can neither
elect or install officers, or make By-Laws, nor can they
be represented in the Grand Lodge.

80. No Lodge can suspend any of its By-Laws, even
by unanimous consent.

81. Any member of a Lodge may demit therefrom on
giving written notice, if he has paid up his dues, and
there are no charges against him.

82. No Lodge can make a distribution of its funds
preparatory to surrendering its warrant, as the said
funds revert to the Grand Lodge to be held in trust until
said Lodge is revived.

83. Unaffiliated Masons are not entitled to receive
relief for themselves or their families from any Lodge,
nor are they permitted to visit a Lodge more than once,
nor to participate in Masonic Festivals or processions,
nor to be buried with Masonic honors.

84. None but Master Masons are entitled to Masonic
burial, nor can Apprentice or Fellow Crafts be permitted
to join in procession at Masonic funerals.
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85. Every difficulty which is not provided for by the
regulations of the Grand Lodge, nor by this Ahiman
Rezon, must be submitfed to the Grand Lodge.
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ANCIENT CEREMONIES OF THE
ORDER

SECTION L.

CoxNsecrATION, DepicaTioN, CONSTITUTION, AND INBTAL-
LaTioN oF THE OFFicees oF A New Lopce.

A thorough knowledge of these ceremonies is of the
highest importance. They should be well understood by
every Master of a Lodge. They treat of the government
of the society, the disposition of its rulers, and illustrate
their proper functions and qualifications

Any number of Master Masons, not less than seven,
having determined to form a new Lodge, must apply by
petition to the Grand Master, which petition should be
in the following words:

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Ancient Free
Masons of South Carolina:
The petition of the undersigned respectfully showeth,
that they are regular Free Masons, and are at present
members of regular Lodges, that having the prosperity
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of the fraternity at heart, they are willing to exert their
best endeavors to promote and diffuse the genuine prin-
ciples of Free Masonry; that for the conveniency of their
respective dwellings (otherwise, stating the circum-
stances of the case), and for other good reasons, they
have agreed to form a new Lodge; that in consequence
of this resolution, they pray the Most Worshipful Grand
Master for a dispensation to empower them to assembie
as a regular Lodge at ... and there to discharge
the duties of Freemasonry in a regular and constitutional
manner, according to the ancient usages of the Order,
and the rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge of
Ancient Free Masons of South Carofina; that they have
nominated and do recommend A. B. to be the first Mas-
ter, and C. D. to be the first Senior Warden, and E. F,
the first Junior Warden of the said Lodge; and the
prayer of this petition being granted, they promise strict
conformily to every regular edict and command of the
Grand Master, and to the constitutions, laws, and regu-

lations of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of
South Carolina.

This petition must be signed and certified, as required
in Section 16 of the Masonic Code of South Carolina, and
be delivered to the Grand Secretary. who shall present
it to the Grand Master, or, in his absence, to the Deputy
Grand Master. If the application shall be approved, the
Grand Secretary is ordered to grant a dispensation in
the following words:

To all whom it may concern:

WHEREAS, We, .imcane. , Most Worshipful Grand
Master of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina, have
received a petition from a constitutional number of
brethren who have been regularly vouched for and rec-
ommended, which petition sets forth that they are desir-
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ous of establishing a new Lodge at .o under
our Masonic jurisdiction, and requesting a dispensation
for the same; and whereas there appears to us good and
sufficient cause for granting the prayer of the said peti-
tion—

Now know ye, that we, the Most Worshipful Grand
Master aforesaid, by virtue of the powers in us vested
by the Ancient Constitutions of the Order, do hereby
grant this our dispensation, authorizing and empowering
Brother .......... to act as Worshipful Master; Brother
............... to act as Senior Warden, and Brother ...............
to act as Junior Warden of a Lodge, to be held under
our jurisdiction at ................, and to be known as
........................ todge. And we further aulhorize and
empower the said brethren to Enter, Pass and Raise
Free Masons according to the Ancient Constitutions of
the Order, the customs and usages of the craft, and the
rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge of Ancient
Free Masons of South Carolina, and not otherwise. And
this our dispensation shall continue of force until the
Grand Lodge shall grant a Warrant of Constitution for
the same, or this dispensation be revoked by us or by
the Grand Lodge aforesaid.

Given under our hand and the seal of the Grand
(r8.) Lodge, at the Grand FEast of Charleston, this
day of A. L ...

Grand Secretary. Grand Master.

A Lodge thus organized is said to be a Lodge under
dispensation; and having been erccted for a special pur-
pose, is possessed of very limited powers. It is simply
the creature of the Grand Master, and depends on his
By-Laws, but is governed by the general constitutions
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of the Order, and the rules and regulations of the Grand
Lodge. It can not elect officers. The Master and War-
dens are appointed by the Grand Master in the dispen-
sation, and whatever other officers are necessary for
carrying on the business of the Lodge must be appointed
temporarily by the Master. As there can be no election,
neither can there be any installation; for nol even are
the Master and Wardens of the Lodge under dispensa-
tion perrutted to be thus solemnly inducted into office.
A Lodge under dispensation can elect no members. The
Master and Wardens who are named in the act of dis-
pensations are, In fact, the only persons recognized as
constituting the Lodge. To them is granted the privi-
lege, as proxies of the Grand Master, of making Masons;
and for this purpose they are authorized to congregate a
sufficient number of brethren to assist them in the cere-
monies. But all persons who have been made Masons in
4 Lodge under dispensation, together with the three
officers named in the Warrant, and the signers of the
petition become members as soon as it receives jts War-
rant of Constitution.

The act of dispersation continues of force, unless
sooner revoked by the Grand Master, until the next
regular communication of the Grand Lodge, before whom
the petition, with the proceedings had thereon, must be
laid. If the Grand Lodge approves of the same, it will
grant a Warrant of Constitution, which Is in the follow-
ing form:

WarBaNT oF CONSTITUTION.
To all whom it may concern:

The Most Worshipfu!l Grand Lodge of Ancient Free
Masons of South Carolina in Grand Communication
assembled, SeNp GrEETING:

Know ye, that we, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free
Masons of South Carolina, have authorized and empow-
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ered, and do hereby authorize and empower, our trusty
and well-beloved brethren, A. B., Worshipful Master,
C D, Senior Warden; and E F, Junior Warden, to
open and hold a Lodge designated as_________ Lodge
Now e , under our register and jurisdiction at
_________ , 1n the State of South Carolina, or within
three miles of the same

And we do further authorize and empower the said
brethren to Admit, Enter, Pass, and Raise Free Masons,
according to the most ancient customs and usages of the
craft, in all ages and nations throughout the world, and
not otherwise

And we do further authorize and empower the said
brethren, and their successors in office, to hear and deter-
mine all and singular, matters and things, relative to the
craft, within the jurisdiction of the said Lodge.

And lastly, we do hereby authorize, empower, and
direct our said trusty and well-beloved brethren to install
their successors in office, after being duly elected and
chosen, to invest them with all the powers and dignities to
their offices respectively belonging, and to deliver to them
this Warrant of Constitution, and such successors shall,
1n ike manner, from time to time, install their successors,
and proceed 1n the premises as above directed, such
stallation to be upon, or immediately preceding, the fes-
tival of St John the Evangelist, during the continuance of
the said Lodge forever

Provided always, that the said above-named brethren
and their successors do pay, and cause to be paid, due
respect and strict obedience to the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina
aforesaid, and to the rules, regulations, and edicts thereof;
otherwise, this Warrant of Constitution to be of no force
nor virtue
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Given in open Grand Lodge, and under the hands of
our Grand Officers, and the seal of onr Grand Lodge,

at Charleston, this . ............. day of ..... , in the year
of Light, ...
Q R.... s U A%
Grand Master. Senior Grand Warden.
S T (r.8) W oo b, SHNI .
Deputy Grand Master. Junior (rand Warden.

D S Y /S , Grand Secretary.

A new Lodge, for avoiding many irregularities, shounld
be solemnly consecrated, dedicated, and constituted, and
its officers installed by the Grand Master, with his Dep-
nty and Wardens; or in the Grand Master’s absence, the
Deputy shall act for him, the Senior Grand Warden as
Deputy, the Junior Grand Warden as the Senior, and
the Master of the oldest Lodge as the Junior; or, if the
Deputy be also absent, the Grand Master may depute
either of his Grand Wardens, who can appoint others
to act as Grand Wardens pro tempore.

When a Warrant is granted for constiluting a new
Lodge at so great a distance as to render it inconvenient
for the Grand Officers to attend the ceremony, the Grand
Master may issue a written instrument to some worthy
brother, who has been regularly installed Master of a
Lodge, empowering him to constitute the petitioners, and
install their officers-elect, when congregated by them,
which instrument is in the following form:

To all whom it may concern:

But more especially to Brothers A. B., Worshipful
Master-clect; C. D., Senior Warden-elect, and E. F,
Junior Warden-elect, and the rest of the brethren who
have petitioned the Most Worshipful Grand Master for a
Warrant of Constitution, lo empower them to assemhle
as a regular Lodge, under the authority and Masonic
jurisdiction of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of
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Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina, the said petition
having been granted and confirmed by the said Grand
Lodge, at the annual commumnication held at Charleston,

Know ye, that reposing special trust and confidence
in the Masonic talents, prudence, and integrity of our
Worshipful Brother, _________ , we have thought proper,
ourselves being unable to attend, to constitute and
appoint, and we do hereby constitute and appoint, our
said Worshipful Brother,__________ , our proxy, to con-
stitute “IN FORM” the petitioners aforesaid into a Lodge,
to be known and distinguished in our Register as_______
Lodge No.______ , and to install their officers-elect agree-
ably to ancient form and the custom of the craft, and
for so doing, this shall be his sufficient warrant.

Given under our hand and seal of the Grand (L. s)
Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina,
at Charleston, this __________ day of

Grand Secretary. Grand Master

If the Grand and Deputy Grand Masters shall be
absent, or rendered by sickness or casualty incapable of
acting, the Grand Wardens may 1ssue a hike power under
their hands and the Grand Seal, countersigned by the
Grand Secretary, provaded the Grand Master, or pre-
siding officer has previously signed a Warrant for holding
such Lodge But the Grand Wardens shall not 1ssue any
Masonic writing under their private seal or seals

If the Grand Master in person attend the ceremony,
the Lodge 1s said to be constituted in AMPLE FORM; 1f
the Deputy Grand Master only, 1t 1s said to be constituted
n due form, but if the power of performing the ceremony
be vested 1n any other person, it 1s said to be constituted
In FORM,
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CONSECAATION.

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand Master and
his officers, or their representatives and prowxies, meet in
@ convenient room near the Lodge to be consecrated, and
open in the Third Degree.

After the officers of the new Lodge are ewamined, they
send a messenger to the Grand Master, with the follow-
ing messages:

Most Worshipful: The officers and brethren of
reeeeeseeennn. LOdge, who are now assembled at — ...y
have instructed me to Inform you, that the Most Wor-
shipful Grand Lodge was pleased to grant them a char-
ter, authorizing them to form and open a Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons in the town of . oeroconcs They
are now desirous that their Lodge shall be consecrated,
and their officers installed in due and ancient form; for
which purpose they are now met, and await the pleasure
of the Most Worshipful Grand Master.

The Grand Lodge then walk in procession to the hald
of the new Lodge. When the Grand Master enters, the
grand honors are given by the new Lodge; the officers
of which resign their seats to the Grand Officers, and
take their several stations on the left.

If the ceremonies are to be performed in public, the
Grand Marshal then forms the procession in the follow-
ing order:

Tiler, with drawn sword;
Two Stewards, with white rods;
Master Masons, two and twoi*

Junior Deacons, with rodsg

Senior Deacons, with rods;

Secretaries, with rollg;
Treasurers;

+If there be any Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts, they
may join the proceasion outside of the Lodge, and will precede
the Master Masons.
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Junior Wardens, with columns;

Senior Wardens, with columns;

Masters of i.odges, with Hirams;
Past Masters:

Members of the higher Degrees.

THE NEW LODGE
Tiler, with a drawn sword;
Stewards. witb white rods;

Master Masons;

Junior and Senjor Deacons;
Secretary and Treasurer;
Two brethren carrying the Lodge;
Junior and Senior Wardens;
The Holy Writings, carried by tbe oldest or some suitable

member. not in office;

The Worshipful Master;

Musie.

Marshal

THE GRAND LODGE,
Grand Tiler, with drawn sword ;
Junior Grand Deacons, with rods;
Grand Pursuivant, with sword of state;

A brother carrying a Golden Vessei of Corn;
Two brethren, carrying the Silver Vessels, one of
Wine, the other of 0il;

Grand Secretary;

Grand Treasurer;

A burning Taper borne by a Past Master:

A Past Master, bearing the Holy Writing, Square ang
Compasses, supported by the Grand Stewards with
white rods.

Two burning tapers, borne by two Past Masters;
The Tuscan and Composite Orders:

Tbe Dorie, Ionic, and Corinthian Orders;
Past Grand Wardens;

Past Deputy Grand Masters;

The Globes;

Grand Chaplain and Orator;

Junlor and Senfor Grand Wardens;

Deputy Grand Master;

The Master of the oldest Lodge, carrying the Book of
Constitutions;

Grand Master,

supported by the Semfor Grand D

Grand Marshal

— — e Al AR s W S St

ConsecraTion o NEw Lonce, 209

The Marshals conduct the procession to the church
or house where the services are to be performed. When
the front of the procession arrives at the door, they halt,
open to the right and left, and face inward, whilse the
Grand Master and others, in succession, pass through
and enter the house.

4 platform is erected in front of the pulpit, and pro-
vided with seats for the accommodation of the Grand
Officers.

The Holy Bible, Square and Compasses, and Book of
Constitutions are placed upon a tabls in front of the
Grand Master; the Lodge is then placed in the center,
upon the platform covered with white satin or linen, and
encompassed by the three tapers, and the vessels of corn,
wine, and oil.

The following services then take place:

¢

i
Great SBouroe of light and love, To Theo our songs we rama !

i ——t———4 T f_kL! o —a :IF —
V2 e e e e
' T

LI}

wm  thy tem-ple, Lord, a-hove, Hear and ac-ceptour)rasel

Y =T B e | |
< ZxJ‘- L - 1‘ _——— 57.1}::1’: ) ._i:,':_j_li
Bhine on this festive day, May this fraternal band,

Bucceed its hoped design, Now Consecrated—bleex,
And may our Charity display In union all distinguishod stand,
A love ~odembling thina In punty be drest.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.
An oration by some competent brother.
A piece of music.
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The Grand Marshal forms the officers and members
of the new lodge in front of the Grand Master. The

Deputy Grand Master addresses the Grand Master as
follows:

Most Worshipful: A number of brethren, duly
instructed in the mysteries of Masonry. having assembled
together at stated periods, by virtue of a dispensation
granted them for that purpose, do now desire to be
constrtuted into a regular Lodge, agreeably to the an-
cient usages and customs of the fraternity.

The dispensation and records are presented to the
Grand Master, who examines the records, and, if found
correct, proclaims:

The records appear to be correct, and are approved.
Upon dune deliberation, the Grand Lodge have granted
the brethren of this new Lodge a Warrant, establishing
and confirming them in the rights and privileges of a
regular constituted Lodge; which the Grand Secretary
will now read.

After the Warrant is read, the Grand Master then
anﬂ.‘

We shall now proceed, according to ancient usage, to
constitute these brethren into a regular Lodge.

Whereupon the several officers of the new Lodge
deliver up their jewels and badges to their Master, who
presents them, with hiz own, to the Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, and he to the Grand Master.

The Deputy Grand Master presents the Master-elect
to the Grand Master, saying:

Most Worshipful: [ present you Brother___
whom the members of the Lodge now to be constituted
have chosen for their Master.
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The Grand Master asks the brethrem if they remain
satisfied with their choice. ( They bow in token of
assent.)

The Master-elect then presents, severally, his Wardens
and other officers, naming them and their rvespeclive
offices. The Grand Master asks the brethren if they
remain satisfied with each and all of them. (They bow
as before.)

The officers and members of the new Lodge form in
front of the Grand Master; and the business of Conse-
cration commences.

The Grand Master, atiended by the Grand Officers,
form themselves in order around the Lodge—all kneeling.

A piece of solemn music is performed while the Lodge
is uncovered.

After which the first clause of the consecration prayer
is rehearsed by the Grand Chaplain, which is as follows:

Great Architect of the Universe! Maker and Ruler
of all worlds! deign, from thy celestial temple, from
realns of light and glory, to bless us in all the purposes
of our present assemblyl We humbly invoke thee to
give us at this, and at all times, wisdom in all our dolngs,
sirength of mind in all our difficulties, and the beauty of
harmony in all our communications! Permit us, U thou
author of light and life, great source of love and happi-
pess, to erect this Lodge, and now solemnly to consecrate
it to the honor of thy gloryl

Glory be to God on high.

Response by the Brethren.—As it was in the beginning.
is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen
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The Deputy Grand Master presents the golden wvessel
of corn, and the Senior and Junior Grand Wardens the
silver wvessels of wine and oil, to the Grand Master, who
aprinkles the elements of consecralion upon the Lodge.

The Grand Chaplain then continues:

Grant, O Lord our God, that those who are now about
to be invested with the government of this Lodge may
be endued with wisdom to instruct their brethren In
all their duties. May brotherly love, relief, and truth,
always prevail among the members of this Lodge; may
this bond of union continne to strengthen the Lodges
throughout the world!}

Bless all our brethren, wherever dispersed; and grant
speedy relief to all who are either oppressed or dis-
tressed.

We affectionately commend to thee all the members
of thy whole family. May they increase in grace, in
the knowledge of thee, and in the love of each other.

Finally, may we finish all our work here below with
thy approbation; and then bave our transition from this
earthly abode to thy heavenly temple above. there to
enjoy light, glory, and bliss, ineffable and eternall

Glory be to God on high.

Response.—As It was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be. So mote it be. Amen.
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Depication

A piece of solemn music is performed while the Lodge
s uncovered,

The Grand Master then standing with his hands
stretched forth over the Lodge, exclaims, in an audible
voice:

To the memory of the Holy Sarxts JouxN, we dedicate
this Lodge. May every brother revere their character
and imitate their virtues.

Glory be to God on high.

Response.—~As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be; world without end. So mote it be. Amen.

A4 piece of music is performed while the brethren of
the new Lodge advance in procession, to salute the
Grand Lodge, with their hands crossed upon their
breasts, and bowing as they pass. They then take their
places as they were.

CoxsTiTUTION

The Grand Master then rises and constitutes the new
Lodge in the following form, all the brethren standing
at the same time. .

In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, 1
now constitute and form you, my beloved brethren, into
a regular Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. From
henceforth ] empower yon to meet as a regular Lodge,
constituted in conformity to the rites of our Order, and
the charges of our ancient and honorable fraternity; and
may the Suprewme Architect of the Universe prosper,
direct, and counsel you in all your doings.

Response.—So mote it be. Amen.
The public grand honors are then given by the breth-
ron.
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The Lodge having been thus Consecrated, Dedicated,
and Constituted, it is next roquired that the officers be
installed.

The Qrand Master or presiding officer says to his
Deputy:

Right Worshipful Deputy, have you carefully examined
the Master nominated in the Warrant, and do you find
him well skilled in the mystic art?

The Deputy replies:

Most Worshipfui Grand Master, 1 have carefully
examined and so find him.

The Grand Master says:

You will then present him at the pedestal for instal-
lation.

The Deputy taking the Master-elect from among his
fellows, presents him at the pedestal, saying:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, 1 present my worthy
Brother, A. B, to be installed Worshipful Master of
this new Lodge. 1 find him to be of good morals and
of great skill, true and trusty; and as he is a lover of
the fraternity, wheresoever dispersed over the face of the
earth, I doubt not that be will discharge his duty with
fidelity and with honor.

The Master then faces his brethren, and the Grand
Master says:

Brethren, you now behold hefore the pedesta)y, Brother
A. B, who has been duly nominated Worshipful Master
of this Lodge, and now declares himself ready for instal-
lation. If any of you have any reasons to urge why he
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should not be installed, you will make them known now,
or else forever hereafter hold your peace. Hearing no
objections, I shal] proceed to install him.

The Master-elect then faces the Grand Master, who
continues:

Brother, previous to your investiture, it is necessary
that you should signify your assent to those ancient
charges and regulations which point out the duty of the
Master of a Lodge.

I. Do you promise to be a good man and true, and
strictly to obey the moral law?

Ans. I do.

I1. Do you promise to be a peaceable citizen. and
cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in which
you reside?

Ans. 1 do.

I11. Do you promise not to be connected in plots and
conspiracies against the government of the country in
which youn live; but patiently to suhmit to the decisions
of the law and the constituted authorities?

Ans. I do.

IV. Do you promise to pay proper respect to the civil
magistrates, to work diligently, live creditably, and act
honorably hy all men?

Ans. I do.

V. Do you promise to hold in veneration the original
rulers and patrons of the Order of Freemasonry, and
their regular successors, supreme and subordinate,
according to their stations; and to suhmit to the awards
and resolutions of your brethren in Lodge convened, in
every case consistent with the constitutions of the Order?

Ans. I do.

V1. Do you promise, as much as in you lies, to avoid
private piques and quarrels, and to guard against intem-
perance und excess?

Ans. I do.
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VII. Do you promise to be cautions in your behavior,
courteous to your brethren, and faithful to ycar Lodge?

Ans, [ do.

VIII. Do you promise to respect genuine and true
brethren, and to discountenance napostors and all dis-
senters from the Ancient Landmarks and Constitutions
of Masonry?

Ans. 1 do.

IX. Do you promise, according to the best of your
abilities, to promote the general good of society, to cul-
tivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge
of the mystic art, according to our statutes?

Ans. I do.

X. Do you promise to pay homage to the Grand Mas-
ter for the time being, and to his officers when duly
installed; and sirictly to conform to every edict of the
Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons that is
not subversive to the principles and ground work of
Masonry ?

Ans. 1 do.

X1. Do you admit that it is not in the power of any
man, or body of men, to make innovations in the body
of Masonry?

Ans. 1 do.

X11. Do you promise a regular attendance on the
committees and communications of the Grand Lodge, on
receiving proper notice; and to pay attention to all the
duties of Masonry, on convenient occasions?

Ans. I do.

Xill. Do you admit that no new Lodge can be formed
without permission of the Grand Lodge; and that no
countenance ought to be given to any irregular Lodge,
or to any person clandestinely initiated therein, as being
contrary to the ancient charges of the Order?

Ans. 1 do.
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XYV. Do you admit that no person can be regularly
made a Free Mason in, or admitted a member of, any
regular Lodge, withont previous notice, and due inguiry
into bhis character?

Ans. 1 do.

XV. Do you agree that no visitors shall be received
into your Lodge without due examnation, and producing
proper vouchers of their having been initiated in a regu-
lar Lodge?

Ans. 1 do.

These are the regulations of Free and Accepted
Masons. Do you submit o these charges, and promise to
support these regulations, as Masters have done in all
ages before you?

Ans. I do.

The presiding officer then addresses him:

Brother A. B., in consequence of your cheerful con-
formity to the charges and regulations of the Order, you
are now to be installed Master of this new lodge, in full
confidence of your care, skill, and capacity to govern

the same.

The new Master is then regularly invested with the
insignia of hws office, and the furniture and implements
of his Lodge, accompanied by the following charges:

The Holy Writings, that Great Light in
Masonry, will guide you to all truth; it will
direct your path to the temple of happiness,
and point out to you the whole duty of man.
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The Square teaches us to regulate our
A actions by rule and line, and harmonize our
conduct by the principles of morality and
virtue.
The Compasses teach us to limit our desires
In every station; that, rising 10 eminence by
merit, we may live respected and die re-
gretted.
The Ruls directs that we shonld punctually observe
our duty; press forward in
the path of virtne, and neither

inclining to the right nor to the left, in all our actions
have eternity inm view.

mm

The Lins teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, to
avoid dissimulation in conversation and action,
and to direct our steps to the path which leads F
to a glorious immortality.

The Book of Constitutions you are to
search at all times. Cause it to be fre-
quently read, that none may pretend
ignorance of the excelient precepts which
it enjoins.

You now recelve the Charter, by the
authority of which this Lodge is held.
You are carefully to preserve and duly
transmit it to your successor in office.

You will also receive in charge the
By-Laws of your Lodge, which you are
to see carefully and punctually exe-

cuted.

The new Master i then placed on the left hand of
the Grand Master, who, calling up the brethren, says:

Brethren, behold your Master!

Master, behold your brethrenl
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And then the brethren salute him with the Grand
Honors of Masonry.*

The following charge is then read to the Worshipful
Master-elect :

D A T =~

Worshipful Master: Being appointed Master of this
Lodge, you cannot be insensible of the obligations which
devolve upon you as its head, nor of your responsibility
for the faithful discharge of the important duties
annexed to your appointment.

The bhonor, reputation, and usefulness of your Lodge
will materially depend on the skill and assiduity with
which you manage Its concerns; while the bappiness of
Its members wiil be generally promoted in proportion
to the zeal and ability with which you propagate the
genuine principles of our institution.

For the pattern of imitation, consider the great lumi-
nary of nature, which, rising in the Fast, regularly dif-
fuses light and luster to all within its circle. In like
manner, it i§ your province to spread and communicate
light and instruction to the brethren of your Lodge.

*Where the ceremony is performed In a Lodge the private
grand honors are given. but when in a church or other publie

b}lﬂdlng. the public grand honors, of course, are only to be
given.
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Forcibly impress upon them the dignity and bhigh impor-
tance of Masonry. and seriously admonish them never
to disgrace it. Charge them to practice out of the Lodge
those duties which are taught in it; and by amiable,
discreet, and virtuonus conduct, to convince mankind of
the goodness of the institution; so that when any one
is said to be a member of it, the world may know that
he is one to whom the burdened heart may pour out its
gorrows; to whom distress may prefer its suit; whose
hand is guided by justice, and his heart expanded by
benevolence. In short, by a diligent observance of the
By-Laws of your Lodge, the constitutions of Masonry
and, above all. the Holy Scriptures, which are given as
a rule and guide of your faith, yon will be enabled to
acquit yourself with honor and reputation, and lay up
a crown of rejoicing, which shall continue when time
shall be no more.

You will now present your subordinate officers in their
order.

The subordmate officers are then severally presented
to the Grand Master by the new Master, who, having
invested each with the insignia of his office, delivers a
short charge, as follows:

THE SENIOR WARDEN

Brother C. D., yon are appointed Senior Warden of
this Lodge, and are now invested with
the badge of your office.

The Level demonstrates that we are
descended from the same stock, partake
of the same nature, and share the same
hope; and thongh distinctions among

men are necessary to preserve subordination, yet no
eminence of station shonld make us forget that we are
brethren; for he who is placed on the lowest spoke of
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fortune’s wheel, may be entitled to our regard; because
a time will come, and the wisest knows not how soon.
when all distinction, but that of goodness, shall cease;
and death, the grand leveler of human greatness, reduce
us to the same slate.

Your regunlar attendance on our stated meetings is
essentially necessary. In the absence of the Master, you
are to govern this Lodge; in his presence, you are to
assist him in the government of it. 1 firmly rely on
your knowledge of Masonry, and attachment to the
Lodge, for the faithful discharge of the duties of this
important trust. Look well to the West.

TrE JuNior WARDEN

Brother E. F.,, yon are appointed Junior Warden of
this Lodge, and are now invested with the badge
of your office.

The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in
our several stations; to hold the scales of justice
in equal poise; to observe the just medinm
between intemperance and pleasure; and to make

our passions and prejudices coincide with the line of onr
duty.

To you is committed the superintendence of the craft
during the hours of refreshment; it is, therefore, indis-
pensably necessary that you should not only be tem-
perate and discreet in the indulgence of your own incli-
nations, but carefully observe that none of the craft be

suffered to convert the purposes of refreshment into
intemperance and excess.

Your regular and punctual attendance is particularly
requested; and 1 have no doubt that you will faithfully
execute the duty which you owe to your present appoint-
ment. Look well to the South.
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Brother G H., you are appointed Treasurer of this
Lodge, and are now invested with the
badge of your office It 1s your duty to re-
ceive all moneys from the hands of the Sec-
retary, make due entries of the same, and
pay them out by order of the Worshipful
Master and the consent of the Lodge.

I trust your regard for the fraternity will prompt you to
the faithful discharge of the duties of your office.

THE SECRETARY
Brother J K., you are appointed Secretary of this
Lodge, and are now invested waith the
badge of your office. It is your duty to ob-
serve all the proceedings of the Lodge,
make a fair record of all things proper to be
written; receive all moneys due the Lodge,
pay them over to the Treasurer, and take
his receipt for the same
Your good inchination to Masonry and this Lodge, I
hope, will induce you to discharge the office with fidehty;
and by so doing, you will merit the esteem and applause
of your brethren

(Chaplain, See Page 232)

SENIOR AND JUNIOR DEACONS
Brothers L. M and N O, you are appointed Deacons of
this Lodge and are now 1n-
vested with the badge of
your office To you, with such
assistance as may be neces-
sary, is intrusted the intro-
duction of visitors It is also &
your province to attend on the Master and Wardens, and
to act as their proxies 1n the active duties of the Lodge,
such as 1n the reception of candidates into the different
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degrees of Masonry, and in the immediate practice of
our rites. The Square and Compasses, as badges of your
office, I trust to your care, not doubting your vigilance
and attention.

THE STeEwarDs

Brothers P. Q. and R. S., you are appointed Stewards
of this Lodge, and are now in-
vested with the badge of your ¢
office. The duties of your office
are to assist in the collection of
b, dues and subscriptions; to keep
an account of the Lodge expenses; to see that the tables
are properly furnished at refreshment, and that every
brother is suitably provided for; and generally to assist
the Deacons and other officers in performing their duties,

Your regular and early attendance will afford the best
proof of your zeal and attachment to the Lodge.

Tae Tes

Brother T. U, you are appointed Tiler of this Lodge,
and I invest you with the implement of your office.

As the Sword is placed in the hands of the Tiler,

to enable him effectually to guard against the
approach of cowans and eavesdroppers, and suffer

none to pass or repass but such as are duly quali-

fied; so it should morally serve as a constant admonition
to us, to set a guard at the entrance of our thoughts;
to place a watch at the door of our lips; to post a sen-
tinel at the avenue of our actions, thereby excluding
every unqualified and unworthy thought, word, and deed;
and preserving conscience void of offense toward God
and toward man. Your early and punctual attendance
will afford the best proof of your zeal for the institution,
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The members of the new Lodge then, all standing, the

The Qrand H i0 d th i
@rand Master delivers the following: 6 Grang Lonors aré giwen, an ¢ following Ovz

is sung:
CuaRGE T0 THE BRETHREN OF THE LoODGE . . | Ml|xsxc b;; Arth\ur IL. Man‘chester A
A—1
Such is the nature of our Constitution, that as some ﬁkz%f—ﬁ—ﬂ—i—jl— J' : : e
must of necessity rule and teach. 50 others must of course v |
learn to submit and obey. Humility in both is an essen- Padl  Ma-son - ry  di-vme’  Glo ry of sg - es shne,
tial duty. The officers who are appointed to govern your Yoot =T — } ;.: —
Lodge are sufficiently acquainted witb the rules of pro- - — : p—

priety and the laws of the institution, to avoid exceeding
the powers with which they are intrusted; and you are
of too generous disposition to envy their preferment. I
therefore trust that you will have but one aim, to please

3 e B g, g2 £ » .
each other, and unite in the grand design of being happy, e 1 e ! =)
and communicating happinese —r— — : \ : : =

Finally, my brethren, as this association has been A A M) 1t N

formed and perfected with so much unanimity and con-
cord, in which we greatly rejoice, so may 1t tong continue,

great com -mand, And al-ways grace the land, Thou art di- vine

May you long enjoy every satisfaction and delight which £ L o

. R A P . - A T 3 P
disinterested friendship can afford. May kindness and P —t——r—% T e
brotherly affection distinguish your conduct as men and = ——p— : .
as Masons. Within your peaceful walls may your chil-
dren’s children celebrate with joy and gratitude the :—}l;;,()l:,y ’:: ?gl:,:ys::::le’ i;:]atg::::c:h:ﬂgz;rem:kies—
transactions of this auspicious solemnity. And may the Long may’st thou' reign! Great are thy schemes;
tenets of our profession be transmitted through your Where'er thy Lodges stand, Thy noble orders are
Lodge, pure and unimpaired from generation to gen- May they have great command, Matcbless beyond compare;
eration And always grace the land; No art with thee can share;

' Thou art divine. Thou art divlne.

The Grand Marshal then proclaims the new Lodge in
the following form:

In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
of Ancient Free Masons of Soutb Carolina, I now pro-
claim this new Lodge by the name of Lodge
NO.enreee, , to be legally constituted and consecrated, and
the officers thereof duly installed, with the Grand Honors
of Masonry by tbree times three.

Hiram, the architect,

D:d all the craft direct
How they should build;
Sol’'mon, great Israel's king,
Did mighty blessings bring,

Halil, Royal Art!
And left us room to sing,

A benediction is then pronounced by the Qrand Chap-
lain, and the procession returns to the Lodge room.
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Here all but Past Masters* are caused to retire, and
the Worshipful Master is solemnly inducted into the
Oriental Chair of Solomon, and invested with the mys-
teries of the Past Master’s degree.

Master Masons being then admitted, the members of
the new Lodge advance in procession, pay due homags
to the new Master, and signify their promise of subjec-
tion and obedience by the usual marks of distinction in
the different degrees of Masonry.

The Grand Master then directs the Grand Marshal to
form the procession, when the Grand Lodge returns to
1t3 own hall, and the two Lodges are closed in due form.

SECTION I1.
ANNUAL INSTALLATION OF THE OrricERs OF A LoODGE

At every annual election in a Subordinate Lodge, it is
necessary that the officers should be installed. This cere-
mony may be performed by any Past Master.

The officers having been constitutionally elected, and the
Lodge being opened on the third degree of Masonry, the
Worshapful Master of the last year, or some other Past Mas-
ter, takes the chaur.

The Master-elect is then conducted by some Past
Master, if possible, and if not, by an old Master Mason,
in front of the Pedestal of the East. The new Master
advances with the usual distinctive forms, and his con-
ductor says:

Worshipful Sir, I bere present before you Brother
A. B., who has been duly elected to serve this Lodge
as Worshipful Master for the ensuing Masonic year, and
who now declares himself ready for installation.

*Chapter Past Masters who have never presided over a
symbolic Lodge are not permitted to be presemt at this cere-
mony,
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The new Master then turning and facing the brethren,
the presiding officer says:

Brethren, you now behold before you, Brother A. B,
who has been duly elected to serve this Lodge as Wor-
shipful Master, and who now declares himself ready for
installation. If any of you bave any reasons to urge
why he should not be installed, you will make them
known now, or else forever bereafier hold your peace.
Hearing no objections, I shall proceed io install him.

The new Master then faces the East, and the presiding
officer addresses to him the following charge:

Brother, previous te your inveslure, it is necessary
thal you should signify your assent to those ancient
charges and regulations which point out the duty of the
Master of a Lodge:

1. Do you promise to be a good man and true, and
strictly to obey tbe moral law?

Ans. I do.

II. Do you promise to be a peaceable citizen, and
cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in
which you regide?

Adns. I do.

II1. Do you promise not to be concerned in plots and
conspiracies against the government of the country in
which you live; but patiently to submit to the decision
of the law and the constituted authorities?

Adns. I do.

IV. Do you promise to pay a proper respect to the
civil magistrates, to work diligently, live creditably, and
act honorably by all men?

Ans. I do.

V. Do you promise to bold in veneration the original
rulers and patrons of the Order of Freemansonry, and
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their regular successors, supreme and subordinate,

according to their stations; and to submit to the awards

and resolutions of your brethren in Lodge convened, in

every case consistent with tbe Constitutions of the Order?
Ans. I do.

V1. Do you promise, as much as in you lies, to avoid
private piques and quarrels, and to guard against intem-
perance and excess?

dns. 1 do,

VII. Do you promise to be cautious in your behavior,
courteous to your brethren, and faithfui to your Lodge?

Ans. I do.

VIII. Do you promise to respect genuine and true
brethren, and to discountenance impostors and all dis-
senters from the Ancient Landmarks and Constitutlons
of Masonry?

dns. I do.

IX. Do you promise, according to the best of your
abilities, to promote the general good of society, to cul-
tivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge
of the mystic art, according to our statutes?

Ans, 1 do.

X. Do you promise to pay homage to the Grand Mas-
ter for the time being, and to his officers when duly
installed; and strictly to conform to every edict of the
Grand Lodge or General Assembly of Masons that is
not subversive of the principles and groundwork of
Masonry ?

Adns. I do.

XI. Do you admit that it is not in the power of any
man, or body of men, to make innovations in the body
of Masonry?

Ans. I do.
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XII. Do you promise a regular attendance on the
committees and communications of the Grand Lodge, on
receiving proper notice; and to pay attention to all the
duties of Masonry, on convenient occasions?

dns. 1 do.

XIIL. Do you admit that no new Lodge can be formed
without permission of the Grand Lodge; and that no
countenance ought to be given to any irregular Lodge,
or to any person clandestinely initiated therein, as being
contrary to the ancient charges of the Order?

Ane, 1 do.

XIV. Do you admit that no person can be regularly
made a Free Mason in, or admitted a member of, any
regular Lodge, without previous notice, and due inquiry
into his character?

Ans, 1 do.

XV. Do you agree that no visitors shall be received
into your Lodge without due examination, and producing
proper vouchers of their having been initiated in a reg-
ular Lodge?

Ans. I do.

These are the regulations of Free and Accepted
Masons. Do you submit to these charges, and promise to
support these regulations, as Masters have done in all
ages before you?

dns. I do.

The presiding officer then addresses him:
Brother A. B, in consequence of your cheerful con-

formity to the charges and regulations
of the Order, you are now to be installed
Master of this Lodge, in full confidence

of your care, skill, and capacity 1o govern the same.
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But previous thereto, it is necessary that you should
be solemnly inducted into the Orientai Chair of King
Solomon, during the performance of which ceremony it
is requested that all but actual Past Masters will retire.

Here all but actual Past Masters of symbolie Lodges
must retire. “Chapter Past Masters who have never
presided over a symbolic Lodge must not remain”. The
Presiding Officer takes his seat in the East and the other
stations are filled as in a Lodge of Master Masons. At
least three actual past Masters must be present. Al
but the actual Past Masters having retired, the candi-
date is invested with the mysteries of that degree, and
solemnly inducted into the chair. Whereupon the doors
being opened, the brethren return, and forming an ave-
nue on each side, from the West to the East, the new
Master being in the chair, the Presiding Officer says:

Brethren, behold your Master!

Master, behold your brethren!

A procession is then formed, and the brethren pass
around the Lodge, signifying their homage and obsdi-
ence by the usual distinctive marks in the differend
degrees of Free Masonry, during which time the INsTAL-
raTioN Obr is sung.

ANNUAL INsTALLATION OF THE OFFIcERs oF o Lopoe 281

v 1 ] 3 ] D ] } N ]

) P RO I LJ P 1 R _—

Hall  Ma-son - ry di-vine! Glo ry of ag - es shine,
£ ] £

Lo.nx may’st thou reign, Where 'er thy lodg - es stand, May they have
2 . : £

: £
5 —fr .g T? E .

T
T
=
I

‘J1FWL

great com -mand, Andal-ways grace the land; Thou art di- vine

_ 1 i .
Y — [r,:J+r:I = =
R T ’l 1 1 ‘} lr Iy lr J’ . Lﬁ
4
Hail, Masonry divine, Great fabrics still arise,
Glory of ages shine; And grace the azure skies—
Long may’st thou reignl Great are thy schemes;

Where’er thy Lodges stand, Thy noble orders are

May they have great command, Matchless beyond compare;

And always grace the land; No art with thee can share;
Thou art divine, Thou art divine, ’

Hiram, the architect,

Did sll the craft direct
How they should build;
Sol'mon, great Israel’s king,
Did mighly blessings hring,
And left us room to sing,

Halil, Royal Art!

After the singing of the ObE, the new Master calls
the Lodge to order, and the Senior Warden is brought
before him with the same ceremony as was used in his
own case. No objection being made to his installation,
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the new Master administers the following obligation of

office: )
ﬁi, A. B., do solemnly promise that I will serve this
Lodge aS....... . for the space of one year, from the

festival of St. John the Evangelist to the one next

ensuing, and will perform all the duties appertaining

to that office, to the best of my abilities. So help me, God.
The following charge is then rehearsed to him:

Tre SeNIoR WARDEN

Brother C. D., you bave been duly elected Senior
Warden of this Lodge, and are now

invested with the badge of your office.
The Level demonstrates that we are
descended from the same stock, partake
of the same nat:re, and share the same
hope; and though distinctions among men
are necessary lo preserve subordination,
yet no eminence of station should make us forget that
we are brethren; for he who is placed on the lowest
spoke of fortune’s wheel, may be entitled to our regard;
because a time will come, and the wigest knows not how
soon, when all distinction, but that of goodness, shall
cease; and death, the grand leveler of buman greatness,

reduce us to the same state.

Your regular attendance on our stated meetings I8
especially necessary. In the absence of the Master, you
are to govern the Lodge; in his presence, you are to
agsist him in the government of it. I firmly rely on your
knowledge of Masonry, and attachment to. the Lodge,
for the faithful discharge of the duties of this important
trust. Look well to the West.

The Senior Warden takes his appointed station.

The Junior Warden is then brought up with the same
ceremonies ; and the same obligation being administered,
he receives the following charge:
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Tak Juniorn WarDEN

Brother E. F., you bave been duly elected Junior
Warden of this Lodge, and are now invested
with the badge of your office.

The Plumb admenishes as to walk uprightly in
our several stations; to hold the scales of justice
in equal poise; to observe the just medium be-
tween intemperance and pleasure and to make

our passions and prejudice coincide with the line
of our duty.

To you is committed the superintendence of the craft
during the hours of refreshment; it is, therefore, indis-
pensably necessary that you should not only be temperate
and discreet in the indulgence of your own inclinations,
but carefully observe that none of the craft be suffered

to convert the purposes of refreshment into intemperance
and excess.

Your regular and punctual attendance is particularly
requested; and I have no doubt that you will faithfully
execute the duty which you owe to your present appoint-
ment. Look well to the South.

The Junior Warden takes his appointed station.

Proclamation iz then made as follows by the first
presiding officer:

I hereby proclaim that Brother A. B. has been duly
installed as Worshipful Master, Brother C. D. as Senior
Warden, and Brother E. F. as Junior Warden of............

Lodge No................. » with the Grand Honors of Masonry
by three iimes three.

The Grand Honors are then given, and the new
Master proceeds to install in like manner the rest of

the officers, rehearsing to each his appropriate charge,
as follows :
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TaE TREASURER

Brother G. H,, you have been duly elected Treasurer
of this Lodge, and are now invested with
the badge of your office. It is your duty to
receive all moneys from the hands of the
Secretary. make due entries of the same,
and pay them out by order of the Worship-
ful Master and the consent of the Lodge.

I trust your regard for the fraternity will prompt
you to the faithful discharge of the duties of your office.
TaE SECRETARY

Brother J. K., you have been duly elected Secretary of

this Lodge, and are now invested with

%47 the badge of your office. It is your duty

to observe all the proceedings of the

Lodge, make a fair record of all things

proper to be written; receive all moneys

due the Lodge, pay them over to the Treasurer, and
take his receipt for the same.

Your good Inclinatlon to Masonry and this Lodge, I
hope, will Induce you to discharge your office with
fidelity ; and by so doing, you will merit the esteem and
applause of your brethren,

Tae CHAPLAIN

Sir and Brother. .. .. ... .. ... ,» the sacred posi-
tion of Chaplain is entrusted to your care, and we now
invest you with the jewel of your office.

In the discharge of your duties you will
be expected to lead in the devotions of the
#E.2 Lodge at all Communications, and public
ceremontes. Masonry is not a religion, yet it is religion’s
bandmatd, and we are sure that in minislering at its
altar, the services you may perform will lose nothing of
their vital influence because they are practiced in that
spirit of universal tolerance which distinguishes our
institution.
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The Holy Bible, the Great Light of Masonry, we en-

trust to your care. ’
SeNion aND JUuNIoR DEACONS.

Brothers L. M. and N. O., you are appointed Deacons
of this Lodge. To you, with
such assistance as may be neces-
sary, Is intrusted the introduc-
tion of visitors. It is aiso your 2
. province to attend on the Master &
and Wardens, and to act as their proxies in the active
duties of the Lodge, such as in the reception of candi-
dates into the different degrees of Masonry, and the
immediate practice of our rites. The Square and Com-
Passes, as badges of your office, I entrust to your care,
not doubting your vigilance and attention.

THE STEwARDs

Brothers P. Q. and R. S, you are appointed Stewards
of this Lodge, and are now in-
> vested with the badge of your
office. The duties of your office
are to assist in the collection of
dues and subscriptions; to keep
an account of the Lodge expenses; to sce that the tableg
are properly furnished at refreshment, and that every
brother is suitably provided for; and generally to assist
the Deacons and other officers in performing their duties.

Your regular and early attendance will afford the best
proof of your zeal and attachment to the Lodge.

Tue Tmer
Brother T, U, you are appointed Tiler of this Lodge;
and I invest you with the implement of your
office. As the Sword Is placed In the hands of
the Tiler to enable him effectually to guard
against the approach of cowans and eaves-
droppers, and suffer none to Pass or repass but
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such as are duly qualified; so it sbould morally serve as
a constant admonition to us, to set a guard at the en-
trance of our thoughts; to place a watch at the door of
our lips; to post a sentinel at the avenue of our actions,
thereby excluding every unqualified and unworthy
thought, word, and deed; and preserving consciences void
of offense toward God and toward man.

Your early and punctual attendance will afford the
best proof of your zeal for this institution,

The officers having been thus installed, the new Master
returns thanks, and the new ojficers resign their stations
and places to the old officers, not to resume them again
wntil St. John the Evangelist’s day, when the Masonie
year commences, unless the installations should have
taken place on that day.

The Lodge is then closed.

SECTION III.
INsTALLATION or THE OFfricErs oF A Graxp Lonce

The chair being taken by the Grand Master of the
praceding year, or, in his absence, by some other Past
Grand or Past Deputy (3rand Master, the Grand Lodge
is opened in the firat degree of Masonry, so that all the
craft may be permitted to be present. The other chairs
are filled by the officors who, having served their tims,
are about to retire from office.

The Grand Secretary them reads from the records of
the Grand Lodge the names of the officers who have been
slected to serve for the ensuing year. The Grand Master-
elect, preceded by the Grand Marshal, is then conducted
by two Senior Deacons to the front of the pedestal, and
the Grand Marshal says to the presiding Grand Officer:

Most Worshipful Sir, you here see present at the
pedestal, Brother A. B,, who, having been duly elected
to preside over the craft as their Grand Master, now
declares himself ready for instailation,
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The presiding Grand Officer then rises and 2ays:

Brethren, you behoid before the pedestal, Brother
A. B, who, having been duly elected to preside over the
craft as their Grand Master, now declares himself ready
for installation. If any of you know of any reason why
he should not be installed, you will state your objections
now, or else forever hereafter hold your peace.

No objection being made, the presiding Grand Officer
proceeds to administer to the newly elected officer the
obligation (see page 229) for the faithful discharge of
his duties, the brethren all respectfully standing. The
new Grand Master then receives the following charge,
and being invested with the ensigns of his dignity, is
placed in the Oriental Chair.

CraroE oF THE GRAND MasTER
Let me congratulate you, Most Worshipful Sir, on the
honor of being raised, from the level of
equality o the high station of presiding
over all the Lodges in the State of.......
and the Masonic jurisdiction thereof. We
: look up with confidence to a brother
(whuse age alone would entitie him to our respectful
deference, but)* whose person is endeared Lo us by that
love of the fraternity which is sanctified by the experi-
ence of many revolving years. May the Futher of iight,
of life, and of love, invest you with its choicest gifts;
may heavenly wisdom {iluminate your mind; may
heavenly power give strength to your exertion; may
heavenly goodness fill and enlarge your breast; may
your feet rest upon the rocks of justice; from your
bands may streams of beneficence continually flow; and
round your head may there bend a circle made splendid

*What Is included within in brackets must be omitted as occa-
slon may require,
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by the rays of honor; and late, very late in life, may you
be transmitted from the fading honors of an eartbly
Lodge to the mansions prepared for the faitbful in
another and a better world.

Let me congratuiate you, the Grand Officers, and
other brethren, on the election of (venerable) Grand
Master. As it is his duty to command, according to our
Constitutions, so it is ours with readiness to obey. Look
to the sun and behold the planetary worlds revolving
round him in continual order and harmony with the
happiest effect, and learn to imitate their regularity, in
the hope of obtaming from the chair of Solomon the
light of wisdom and the warmth of iove. Or look higher
still, and behold the cherubim and seraphim, who are
exhibited to us in the oracles of revelation, as flaming
spirits, burning with zeal and love before the throne of
God. Behold the heavenly host, filled with love to their
Creator, and love to our race. See these miistering
spirits, exercising their kind offices to men, relieving thelr
wants, securing them from danger, and endeavoring to
promote their good.

*‘Mytiads of spiritual beings walk the earth
Unseen. or when we sleep, or when we awake.”

Of them let us learn to rise in our affection to the great
Father of all, and thence descending, expand the heart
from brother to brother, and to all mankind. Of them
let us learn, never to be weary in well-doing, but to
“mourn with them that mourn, and to rejoice with them
that do rejoice,” until, having finished our work on earth,
we shall be admitted to the temple above, “not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

The Grand Marshal then standing in front of the
pedestal says:

Brethren, behold your Grand Master|

Grand Master, bebold your bretbren!
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4 procession of the craft is then made three times
round the Lodge, and the INsTALLATION ObDE i3 2ung.

Music by Arthur L. Manchester
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Great are thy schemes;
Thy noble orders are

Long may’st thou reign! Matchless beyond compare;
Where'er thy Lodges stand, No art with thee can share;
May they have great command, Great fabrics still arlge,
And ailways grace the land; And grace the azure skies—

Thou art divlne, Thou art divine,

Hall, Magonry dlvine,
Glory of ages shine;

Hiram, the architect,

Did afl the crafl direct
How they should build;
Sol'mon, great lsrael's king,
Did mighty hlessings bring,
And left us room to sing,

Hafl, Royal Artl
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At the conclusion of the procession and ods, the Grand
Marshal makes the following proclamation:

By the authority of the Most Worshipful Grand Ledge
of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina, I proclaim
Most Worshipfu! Brother A. B, Grand Master of Masons,
with the Grand Honors of Masonry by three times three.

The public Grand Honors are given by all the
brethren,

The new Qrand Master then proceeds to install the rest
of the Grand Officers, each of whom is introduced with
the same ceremony before the pedestal, and presented
by the Qrand Marshal.

The Grand Marshal first introduces the Deputy Grand
Master, saying:

Most Worshipful Sir, you here see present at the
pedestal, Brother C. D., who, having been duly elected
to serve the craft as their Deputy Grand Master, now
declares himself ready for installation.

The Grand Master says:

Brethren, you here behold before the pedestal, Brother
C. D., who, having been elected to serve the craft as
their Deputy Grand Master, now declares himself ready
for instaltation. If any of you know of any reason why
he should noc be installed, you will state your objections
now, or else forever hereafter hold your peace.

No objection being made, the Grand Master proceeds
to administer to the newly elected officer the obligation
for the faithful discharge of his duties, the brethren all
respectfully standing. The new Deputy Grand Master
then recewes the following charge, and being invested
with the ensigns of his dignity, is placed at the right
hand of the Grand Master.
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Drrory Graxp Mastea.

Right Worshipful Brother, the station to which you
have been called by the suffrages of your
brethren, is one of great dignity and much
Importance. In the absence of the Grand
Master, you are to exercise his prerogatives
: in presiding aver the craft; In his presence
you are to agsist him with your counsei and co-operation.
But while your powers and privileges are thus exten-
give, remember that they carry with them a heavy share
of responsibility. The honor that bas been conferred
upen you, and the trust that has been reposed in you,
demand a corresponding fidelity and attachment to the
interests of those to whose kindness and confidence you
arc indebted for your official elevation. Let the Book
of Constitutions be your constant study, that you may
be the better enabled to preserve inviolate the laws and
ancient Landmarks of our Order, and that you may
be ever ready to exercise the functions of that more
exalled office to which you are so lable to be called.
Receive this jewel of your office, and sit at our right
hand to aid us with your counsel.
The remaining Grand Officers are introduced in like
manner, by the Grand Marshal, and receive theoir appro-
priate charges as follows:

SeNior GRAND WARDEN.

Right Worshipful Brother, by the suffrage of your
brethren, you have been elected their
Senior Grand Warden, and we now invest
you with the badge of your office.

Your regular attendance at the com-
munications of the Grand Lodge is essen-
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tially necessary. In the absence of the Grand Master
and his Deputy, you are to govern the craft; in their
Presence you are to strengthen the craft; in the authority
of your chief.

We firmly rely on your knowledge of Masonry and
your attachment to our institution, for the faithful dis-
charge of the duties of this important trust. Look well
to the West.

JuxXior Graxp Wanoex.

Right Worshipful Brother, by the suffrage of your
brethren, you have been elected their
Junior Grand Warden, and we now invest
you with the badge of your office.
Your regular and punctual attendance at
the communications of the Grand Lodge is
carnestly requested. In the absence of your superior
officers, you are to govern the craft, in their presence
you will aid them in their arduous iabors.
We have no doubt that you will faithfully execute the
duties which are Incumbent on you in your present
position. Look well to the South.

Graxp Treasuren.

Right Worshipful Brother, you have been elected to the
responsible office of Grand Treasurer, and
Wwe now invest you with the jewel of your
office.

It is your duty to receive all moneys,
due the Grand Lodge, to make due entries N
of the same, and pay them out by order of the Lrand
Master, and with the consent and approbation of the
Grand Lodge. The office to which you have been
appcinted embraces an important trust, and the choice
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of your brethren is an evidence of the high opinion they
entertain of your fidelity and discretion.

We do not doubt that your regard for the fraternity
will prompt you to the faithful discharge of your dutles.

GrAND SECRETARY,

Right Worshipful Brother, you have been elected to the

” important office of Grand Secretary, and
N\ We now invest you with the jewel of the
| office.
' It is your duty to observe all the pro-

= > ceedings of the Grand Lodge, and to make
& falr record of all things proper to be written. You
are also the officlal organ of the Grand Lodge, and in
that capacity wili conduct its various correspondence,
and act as the medium of intercourse between the fra-
ternity and their Grand Master. In the discharge of
these extensive duties, let your carriage and behavior
be marked by that promptitude and discretion that will
at once reflect credit on yourself and honor on the body
whom you represent.

GrAND CHAPLAIN.

Right Worshipful Brother, the sacred position of Grand
Chaplain bas been intrusted to your care,

and we now invest you with the jewel of
your office.

In the discharge of your duties you will
be required to lead the devotional exer- -
cises of our Grand Communications, and to perturin the
sacred functions of your holy calling at our public cere-
monies. Though Masonry be not religion, it is emphatl-
cally religion’s handmaid, and we are sure that in min-
istering at its altar, the services you may perform will
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lose nothing of their vital influence because they are
practiced in that spirit of universal tolerance which dis-
tinguishes our institution. The doctrlne of morality and
virtue, which you are accustomed to inculcate to the
world, as the minister of God, will form the appropriate
lessons you are expected to communicate to your
brethren in the Lodge. The profession which you have
chosen for your lot in life is the best guarantee that you
will discharge the duties of your present appointment
with steadfastness and perseverence in well doing. The
Holy Bible, the great light of Masonry, we intrust to
your care.
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Granp Dracoxs,
Brethren, you have been appointed the Grand Deacons
of this Grand Lodge, and we @
now invest you with the jewels
) of your office, and these rods
¥ as ensigns of your authority.

s 2 It is your providence to \*‘L >
attend upon the Grand Master and Grand Wardens,
and to act as their proxies in the active duties of the
Grand Lodge. Let vigilance and attention actuate you
in the discharge of the functions of your office.

Graxp MansEAL
Brother, you have been appointed Grand Marshal, and
we now invest you with the jewel of your
office, and present you with this baton, as
the ensign of your authority.

It is your duty to proclaim the Grand
Officers at their installation; to arrange
all processions of the Grand Lodge, and to preserve
order according to the forms prescribed. Skill and
precision are especially necessary to the faithful dis-
charge of these duties.

Granp PumsuivanTt.

Brother, you have been appointed Grand Pursuivent,
and we now invest you with the jewel of
your office, and intrust this sword of
state to your keeping.

Your station is near the door, whence
you will receive all reports from the g -
Grand Tiler, and announce the name and Masutuc rank
of all who desire admission. You will see that none
enter without wearing their appropriate decorations.
You will also carry the Grand Sword of state in al}
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public processions, and perform such other duties as
appertam to your office. Your early and punctual
attendance at all communications of the Grand Lodge
is essentially necessary.

GRAND STEW ARDS.
Brethren, you have been appomted Grand S.tcwards.
and we now invest you with the jewels of
\y Your office, and place in your hands-x these
white rods as ensigns of your station.

It is your duty to superintend the tables
onaf  at the hour of refreshment, and see that
every urother is suitably provided. It is, therefore, In-
dispensably necessary that you yourselves should be
temperate and discreet in the indulgence of your own
inclinations, carefully observing that none of the craft
transgress the due bounds of moderation in the enjoy-
ment of their pleasures.

Geaxo TrEn.

Brother, you have been appointed Tiler of thiai Grand
Lodge, and we now invest you with the
jewel of your office, and place this sword
in your hands, the more effectually to
enable you to guard against the approach
of cowans and eavesdroppers, and to o
suffer none to pass or repass but such as are duly

ified.

qu;th?s your duty to guard the door of the Grand Lodg:
on the outside; to report to the Grand Pursuivan
those who desire to be admitted; to summon- the mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge, under the direction of tihc
Grand Secretary, and to attend to such other d;tes
as may be required of you by the Grand Lodge. Your
punctual attendance is essentially necessary at every
commui dcation.
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The G'rand Master announces the appointment of the
District Deputy Grand Masters, who are thereupon
introduced in like manner, as the other officers, are
obligated for the faithful performance of their duties,
and receive the following charge:

Disrricr Derury Graxo Mastens.

Rignt Worshipful Brother: The office to which you
have been appointed is one of great dignity and much

importance, and we now invest you with the Jjewel of
Your office,

It is your duty to visit every Lodge in your Masonie
District at jeast once during your term of office; to
preside in each Lodge in such Masonic district, to
examine its books and records, and see if they are per-
fectly kept; to ascertain the condition of each Lodge in
your District in all respects; to point out any errors
you may discover in their conduct and mode of working;
to communicate light and Information 1o the uninformed;
to preserve our Ritual and our traditions in the mem-
ory of the fraternity; to see that the Ancient Land-
marks of the Order are not removed, and, by your in-
structions to the Lodges in your district, to illustrate
the genius and vindicate the principles of our institu-
tions; and, especially shail it be your duty to recom-
mend attention to the moral and benevolent principles

of Masonry; and, If you discover In any Lodge in your

district, or elsewhere in your district, any error or evil,

to endeavor immediately to arrest the same by Masonic
means; to report, in writing, the condition of each
Lodge in your distrlct, and transmit the same to the
Grand Master.

The honor that has been conferred upon you, and
the confildence reposed in you, demand your constant
fidelity and attachment to the interests of the Order.
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Let it be your object, while inculcating upon the
members of this time-honored Society a faithful regard
for its obligations, to impress the world atl large witk
& favorable opinion of its design and tendency.

The Qrand Marshal then makes proclamation as
follows :

By the authority of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina, I
proclaim that the Grand and Subordinate Officers have
been installed in ample form with the Grand Honors
of Masonry by three times three.

The public Grand Honors are then given and the
brethren make the response.

So mote it be,

The following Obe, or some other appropriate one, is
then sung:
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From thy celesun! courts above, 8ond bewns of grace on sernphe’ wings.
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Almighty Father! God of Love!
Sacred, eternal King of kings!
From thy celestial courts above,
Send beams of grace on seraphs’ wings,
Oh, may they, gilt with light divine,
Shed on our bhearts Inspiring rays:
While bending at this sacred shrine,
‘We offer mystic songs of praise,
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Faith, witb divine and beavenward eye,
Pointing to radlant reaims of bliss,
Sbed here tby sweet benignity,
And crown our works with happiness;
Hope| too, with bosom void of fear,
Still on thy steadfast anchor lean;
Oh, shed thy balmy Influence here,
And il our breasts with joy serepe.

And thou, fair Charity! whose smile
Can bld the heart forget its woe,
‘Whose hand can misery's care beguile,
And kindness’ sweetest boon bestow,
Here shed thy sweet soul-soothing ray:
Soften our hearts, thou power divinei
Bld the warm gem of pity piay,
With sparkiing luster, on our shrine.

Thou, who art thron'd 'midst dazzling light,
And wrapp'd In brilllant robes of gold,
‘Whose flowlng locks of sllv'ry white
Thy age and bonor both unfold,
Genlus of Masonry! descend,

And guide our steps by thy striet law;
Oh, swiftly to our temple bend,
And Il our breasts with solemn awe.

An address may then be delivered by any brother
appointed for the occasion. After which the Grand
Chaplain pronounces the benediction, and the Qrand
Lodge i closed in ample form.

‘FZ

SECTION 1V,

CEREMONY OBSERVED AT GRAND VisrraTIONS.

The Grand Master, accompanied by the Grand Officers,
shail, at least once a year, or as often as he may deem
expedient, visit the Lodges under his jurisdiction, to
make the customary examinations. When this laudable
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duty becomes impracticable, from the extent of jurisdic-
tion and large number of Lodges, the Grand Master
may appoint any one or more of his Grand Officers,
who shall visit and inspect such Lodges as the Grand
Master shall designate, and make report to him of the
result,

The following is the form of a power for inspecting:
To all whom it may concern:

Know jye, that for divers good and sufficient reasons,
we, the Most Worshipful Grand Master, finding it in-
convenient in person to visit and inspect the following
Lodges, namely (here insert the names and localities),
have constituted and appointed, and by these presents
do constitute and appoint, our Right Worshipful
Brother, ......... (here name his oflice), authorizing him
as our special proxy to visit the aforesaid Lodges, and
to inspect their proceedings, to ascertaln the state of
their funds and their general condition, report of the
same to be forthwith made to me.

Given under our hand and tbe seal of the Grand
(r. 8.) Lodge, at Charleston, this........... . day of...... ...

in the year of Light, ... -

Grand Secretary. Grand Master,

When both the Grand and Deputy Grand Masters are
absent, the Senior or Junior Grand Warden may preside,
as Deputy, in visiting the Lodges, who in such cases, shall
have the above deputation, under the grand seal, signed
by the Grand Master, and countersigned by the Grand
Secretary.

The following is the ceremony observed on such
occasions:

The Grand Secretary, by command of the Grand
Master or presiding Grand Officer, notifies the Lodge
of the intended visit.
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The Master opens his Lodge on the third degree, and
places his Deacons at the sides of the door, with their
staves crossed The brethren arrange themselves 1n a line
from the door, on each side, to the chair The orders, borne
by some of the most respectable private brethren, wait
near the door, to walk before the Grand Officers when
they enter This being arranged 1n this manner, the Mas-
ter deputes a Past Master to escort the Grand Officers,
who enter 1n the following form:

Grand Marshal;
Grand Stewards;
Grand Pursmivant, with sword of state;
Two Grand Deacons;
Grand Treasurer and Secretary,
Grand Chaplain;
Semior and Junior Grand Wardens;
Grand and Deputy Grand Masters,
Two Grand Deacons.

The Grand Tiler remainsg at the door.

They proceed up to the East, when they open to the
right and left, and the Grand Master passes through to
the chair, they then close, and take their seats on the
right of the Master The Master receives the Grand Mas-
ter, according to ancient usage, with the private Grand
Honors of Masonry, and resigns to hum the chair and the
hiram, when the officers of the Lodge resign their seats to
the corresponding Grand Officers The Master then dehv-
ers to the Grand Master the Warrant of Constitution, the
Treasurer’s and Secretary’s books, and a statement of the
funds of the Lodge, for his inspection Having examined
them, he expresses his approbation, or makes such obser-
vations as the arcumstances and situation of the Lodge
may require. The Grand Master then resigns the chair to
the Worshapful Master, and the Grand Officers leave their
seats and repair to the East
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Should the Grand Officers retire before the Lodge is
closed, the same ceremony must be observed as at their
entrance.

SECTION V.
Fesrivars oF THE OumbEes.

In every country where Free Masonry is encouraged,
its festival days are celebrated with great ceremony.
These are, the festival of St. John the Baptist, on tbe
24th of June, and that of St. John the Evangelist, on
tbe 27th of December. They are days set apart by the
fraternity to worship the Grand Architect of tbe Uni-
verse; to implore his blessings upon the greal family
of mankind; and to partake of the feast of brotherly
affection. Hence the Grand Lodge has recommended to
every Lodge, annually to celebrate one or both of these
days in such a way as will be most conducive to the
advantage of the Lodge, and the bonor and benefit of
the Institution.

Whichever day may have been selected, the Lodge
about to celebrate il should assemble at its usual place
of meeting, and having been opened on the first degree,
Is called from labor, and a procession is to be formed as
follows:

Tiler, with bis sword;

Two Stewards, with white staves;
1Two Standards, (Faith and Hope);
Entered Apprentices. two and two;

Fellow Crafts, two and two;
Master Masons, two and two;
Two Standards (Charity and Wisdom);
Masons of the bigher degrees;

A Brother, carrying one of the Orders;
Four Brethren, carrying the otber four Orders, two
and two;

Two Standards (Strength and Beauty);
Secretary and Treasurer;

Marshal
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The oldest member of the Lodge carrying the Holy Bible,
Square, and Compasses;
Chaplain and Orator;
Past Wardens;
Past Masters;
Two Wardens, with their piliars;
Junior Deacon, Worshipfui Master, Senior Deacon.

If any Grand Officers be present, they must be placed
in the rear of the procession, immediately in front of
the two Wardens.

Every officer must wear the jewels of bis ofice. The
Marshal attends on horseback to regulate the procession.
On arriving at the church gate, the brethren uncover and
open their ranks to the right and left as far as tbe
Master, who, followed by the brethren, passes between
the lines, likewise uncovered, into tbe churcb. The same
ceremony is observed on their return to tbe Free
Masons’ Hall.

Divine service must be performed by the Chaplain,
and an appropriate address delivered by some competent
brother appointed for the occasion. Hymns and anthems
adapted to the occasion shall be sung, and after service,
a collection may be made at the church doors, in aid of
the charity fund. After the return to the hall, the
Master may deliver a charge from the chair, upon such
subjects connected with the Order, and the honor and
happiness of the craft, ag he may think proper.

In all Masonic processions, no Free Mason shall wear
the insignia of any order which is not recognized by the
Grand Lodge. The proper dress of Free Masons in
processlon 1s, black clothes, with white gloves and
stockings.

When the day is celebrated by the Grand Lodge, the
procession must be formed as follows:
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Tiler, with bis sword;

Two Deacons, with their staves;
Two Standards (Faith and Hope);
Twelve Fellow Crafts, two and two;
Tiler. with bis sword;

Entered Apprentices, two and two;
Fellow Crafts, two and two;
Master Masons, two and two;
Tiler, with his sword:

Two Deacons, with their staves;
Two Standards (Strength and Beauty):
Music;

Grand Tller, with flaming sword;
Grand Stewards, with white rods:

A Brother, carrying one of the Orders;
Four Brethren, carrying the otber four Orders, two

and two;
Grand Pursuivant, with sword of state;
Grand Secretary, with bis bag;
Grand Treasurer, with his staff;

The Bihle, Square, and Compasses, on a crimson velvet
cushion, carrled by an aged Master Mason, supported
by two Deacons, with their staves:

Grand Chaplain and Orator;

Past Grand Wardens:

Past Deputy Grand Masters;

Past Grand Masters:

Junior Grand Deacons, with their staves;
Grand Wardens, with their pillars;

Deputy Grand Master:

I'he Book of Constitutions, on a crimson velvet cushlon,
carried by the Master of the oldest Lodge;
Grand Master:

Senior Grand Deacons, with their staves:

Two Tilers, with drawn awords, close the procession.

Grand Marshal,

feqsrely JuBIsIEsY

These forms of procession may be used by the Grand
or a Subordinate Lodge on all other public occasions
wherz 8 particular form is not laid down in this work.
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SECTION VI.

Lavine Tax FooxpatioNn Stoxes or PusLic
STRUCTURES.

This ceremony must only be performed by the Grand
Master, assisted by the Grand Lodge in General Com-~
munication. The chief magistrate, and other officers of
the place where the building is to be erected, generally
attend on the occasion. The ceremony is thus conducted:

At the tume appointed, the brethren are convened at some
convenient place, approved of by the Grand Master. A band of
music is provnided, and the brethren appear wm the msigma of
the Order, well dressed, with white gloves and aprons. The
Grand Lodge is opened on the first degree, by the Grand
Master, and the rules for regulating the procession to and
from the place where the ceremony 1is to be performed are
read by the Grand Secretary. The necessary cautions are
then gaven from the chair, and the Grand Lodge 13 called off
Sfrom labor, after whach the procession, being arranged by the
Grand Marshal, sets out v the following order:

Tiler, with drawn sword;

Two Deacons, with staves;
Two Standards (Faitb and Hope);
Twelve Feilow Crafts, two and two;

Tiler, with drawn sword;
Entered Apprentices, two and two;

Fellow Crafts, two and two;
Master Masons, two and two;

Tiler, with drawn sword;

Two Deacons, with staves;

Two Standards (Charity and Wisdom);
Secretaries of Lodges, with rolls, two and two;
Treasurers of Lodges, with green hags, two and two;
Junlor Wardens of Lodges, with pillars, two and two:
Senjor Wardens of Lodges, with plilars, two and two:
Masters of Lodges, with hirams, two and two;
Past Masters of Lodges, two and two:



266 Fooxparion Stoxes FouNpaTion SToNES 257
officers repair to a temporary platform, covered with a
oarpet, and the rest of the brethren surround the plat-
form. The Grand Master commands silence in the usual
Masonic form, when the following Obe is sung:

Masons of such of the higher degrees as are recognized
by the Grand Lodge, in the form of their
respective Orders:

Tiler, witn drawn sword;
two Deacons, with staves;

Two Slandards (Strength and Beauty); Music by Arthur L. Manchester

Grand Tiler, with drawn sword; Ly e D N e Ny .
e T T P e e e e |
Grand Stlewards, with white rods; 35 A e B e e e e T
Musie: ¢ f v ¥
s .
Wh h's [ d tion  firstwas lad, By the Al migh y Ar - tst's haad,
A Brother, carrying one of the Orders; o %‘—D D . ~2 .J’_ . .
Architect, with some impiement of his office; YA = e
Four Brethren, carrying the four Orders, two and two; R R N 144 ! L 40
DN
Grand Pursuivant, with sword of state; gy — nphoN r— B~ . L1 S O .
L o T 1 e A Lot LSS 5 et i v S 1 B e et o
Grand Secretary, with bis bag; 5@* e = i b=ty g ¥ gl

Grand Treasurer, with his staff; Twas then our per fect, our per -fect laws were made, Ex_ tab- lished by — \biw strict com-mand
The Blhle, Square, and Compasses, on a crimson velvet o
R pef 2 ¢ _Fr e pr
cushion, carried by an aged Mason, supported by P e e e e e A e e e L e S|
Two Deacons, with staves; Y L4 L ' I
. CHORUS
Grand Chaplain: VPRSI W W W N W N 1%
Past Grand Wardens; :§ = J z e

Past Deputy Grand Masters;

v -ter - , hal, glo - M. on ry! nm makes us e great and free
Past Grand Masters; Hai' mys - ter - tous, hail, glo - rious Mas ¥ ﬁj‘

Chief Magistrate and civil Oficers of the place; = el = 7“; e “+F___H,ﬂi
Two Junior Grand Deacons, with staves; N f—p———p——FF ; = -

Grand Wardens;
Deputy Grand Master;
Book of Constitutions, carried by the Master of the
oldest Lodge;
Grand Master, supported hy two Senior Grand Deacons,
with staves;
Two Tilers, with swords drawn, close the procession,

‘When earth’s foundation first was laid
By the Almighty Artist’s hand,
'Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws were made,
Established hy his strict command.
CHoORUS,
Hail, myterious—bati, glorious Masonry,
That makes us ever great and free.
The Grand Marshal attends to regulato the procession.

4 triumphant arch is erected at the place where the
ceremony 18 to be performed.

In vain from place to place did roam,
Until from heaven, from heaven they were taught
Cuorus,~Halil, ete.

In vain mankind for shelter sought,

The procession arriving at the arch, opens to the right
To plan, to build, to fix their home.

and leoft, and, uncovering, the Grand Master and his
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Illustrious hence we date our Art,
Which now in beauteous piles appear,
And shall to endless, to endless time impart,
How worthy and how great we are,

Cuorus.—Hall, ete,

Nor we less fam'd for every le
By which the human thought is bound;

Love, truth, ano friendship, and friendship socially,
Join all our bearts and hands around.

Cuorus.—Halil, etc.

Our actions still by virtue blest,
And to our precepts ever true,

The world admlring, adwmiring shall request
To learn, and our bright paths pursue.

Cuorus.—Hall, ete.

The necessary preparations are then made for laying
the stone, on which is engraved the year of Masonry,
the name of the Grand Master, and. such other particu-
lars as may be deemed mnecessary.

The stone is raised up by means of an engine, erected
for that purpose in the northeast corner of the intended
building.

The Grand Chaplain offers up a short prayer.

The Grand Treasurer then, by the Grand Master's
command, places under the stone wvarious sorts of coin
and medals of the present age. Solemn music is iniro-
duced, and the stone is let down into its place by three
gradual motions.

The prinicpal architoct then presents the working tools
to the G'rand Master, who, descending to the foundation,
applies the plumb, square, and level to the stone in their
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proper posilions, and standing in front of ali, says in a
loud voice:

I have tried and proved this stone by plumb, square,
and level, and pronounce it to be wELL FoRMED, TRUE,
and TRUSTY.

The Deputy Grand Master then presenis the Grand
Master with the golden wvesssl of eorn, saying:

Most Worshipful, I present you with the corn of
nourishment.

The Grand Master then scatters the corn upon the
stone and the Senior Grand Warden presents him with
the gilver vessel of wine, saying:

Most Worshipful, I present you with the wine of
refreshment.

The Grand Master pours the wine upon the sione,
and the Junior Grand Warden presents him vwith the
siloor vessel of oil, saying:

Most Worshipful, I present you with the oil of joy.
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The Grand Master pours the oil upon the stone, and
standing in front of all, and estending his hands, he
makes the following invocation:

May the all-bounteous Author of Nature bless the in-
babitants of this place with all the necessaries, conven-~
iences, and comforts of life; assist in the erection and
completion of this building; protect the workmen against
every accident; long preserve this structure from decay;
and grant to us all a supply of the Corx of nourishment,
the Wine of refrashment, and the Om. of joy. So mote it
be. Amen,

The Grand Master then strikes the stone three times
with his hiram, and the brethren give the public Grand
Honors of Masonry by thrée times three.

The Grand Master then ascends the platform, and
delivers over the various implements of architecture to
the architect, saying:

Worthy Sir (or Brother), having thus, as Grand
Master of Masons, laid the foundation stone of this
structure, I now deliver these implements of your pro-
fession into your hands, intrusting you with the superin.
tendence and direction of the work, having full con-
fidence in your skill and capacity to conduct the same.

The Grand Master then reascends the platform and
the following AxTREM s sung:
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Musie by Arthur L. Manchester
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*Let there be light!” th’ Almighty spoke;

Refulgent streams from chaos broke,
To illume the rising earth!

Well pleas’d the great JEsovam stood;

The power supreme pronounc’d it good,
And gave the planets hirthl

Cuorus.

In choral numbers Masons join,
To bless and praise ths hght divine,

Parent of light, accept our praise!
Who shedd’st on us thy brightest rays,
The light that filis the mipa:
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By choice selected, lo! we stand,
By ftriendship join’d a social handl
That jove, that aid mankindl

Cuorus.—In choral numbers, etc.

The widow’s tear, the orphan’s cry,

All wants our ready bands supply,
As far as power Is given;

The naked clothe, the pris’ner free,

These are tby words, sweet Charity,
Reveai'd to us from beaven,

Cuorus.—In choral numbers, ete.

The Grand Master then addresses the assembly as
follows :

Men and brethren here assembled, be it known unto
you, that we be lawful Masons, true and faithful to
the laws of our country, and engaged, by solemn obliga-
tions, to erect magnificent buildings, to be serviceable
to the brethren, and to fear God. the Great Architect
of the Universe. We have among us, concealed from the
eyes of all men, secrets which can not be divulged, and
which have never been found out; but these secrets are
lawful and honorable, and not repugnant to the iaws of
God or man. They were intrusted, in peace and honor,
to the Masons of ancient times. and having been faitb-
fully transmitted to us. it is our duty to convey them
unimpaired to ihe latest posterity. Unless our ecraft
were good and our calling honorable, we should not bave
lasted for so many centuries, nor should we have been
honored with the patronage of so many illustrious men
in all ages, who bave ever shown themselves ready to
promote our interests and defend us from all adver-
saries. We are assembled here today in the face of you
all, to build a house, which we pray God may deserve
to prosper, by becoming a place of eoncourse for good
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men, and promoting harmony and brotherly love through-
out the world, till time shall be no more.

The brethren all exclaim:

So mote it be. Amen.

A voluntary collection 1s then made by the Grand Stew-
ards among the brethren for the needy workmen, and the
sum collected 1s placed upon the stone by the Grand Trea-
surer; during which time the following SONG is sung in
honor of Masonry-

] Music by Arthur L Manchester
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Hail, Masonry divine,
Glory of ages shine;

Long may’st thou reign!
Where’er thy Lodges stand,
May they have great command,
And always grace the land;

Thou art divine
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Great fabrics stilf arise,
And grace the azure skles—
Great are thy schemes;

Thy noble orders are

Matchiess beyond compare;

No art with thee can share:
Thou art divine.

Hiram, tbe architect,

Did all the craft direct
How they should build;
Sol'mon, great [siaei's king,
Did mighty blessings bring,
And feft us room to sing,

Hali, Royal Art!
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SECTION VII,
DepicarioN OF Frer Masons’ Havis,

On the day appointed for the celobration of the core-
mony of dedication, the brethren are convened in a
convenient room, adjoining to the place where the
ceremony i8 to be performed, and the Grand Lodge is
opened in ample form on the first degreo. The order
of procession is read by the Grand Sscretary, and a
general charge respecling proprisly of bohavior given
by the Grand Master. The Grand Lodge then moves
to the Hall which is to be dedicated, in the following
form of procession:

Tiler, witbh drawn sword;

4 benediction is then pronounced by the Qrand Chap-
lain, after which the procession returns in the same
order to the place whence it sel out, and the Grand
Lodge iz closed with the usual formalities.

Where the site of the intended building is too remote
for the Grand Master to attend in person, a dispensa-
tion may be obtained by the nearest Subordinate Lodge
to perform the ceremony as near to the customary forms
as circumstances will permit.

Two Deacons, with rods;
Two Standards (Faith and Hope);
Twelve Fellow Crafts, two and two;
Tiler, with drawn sword;
Entered Apprentices, two and two;
Feiiow Crafts, two and two;
Master Masons, two and two;
Tiler, with drawn sword;
Two Deacons, with rods;

Two Standards (Cbarity and Wlsdom);
Secretaries of Lodges, with rolls, two and two;
Treasurers of Lodges, with their badges, two and two;
Junior Wardens of Lodges, with piliars, two and two;
Senior Wardens of Lodges, with plllars, two and two;
Masters of Lodges, with bhirams, two and two:
Past Masters of Lodges, two and two;

Masons of such of the higher degrees as are recognized
by the Grand lodge, in the form of their
respective Orders;

THer, with drawn sword;

Two Deacons, with rods;

Two Standards (Strength and Beauty):

Grand Tiier, with drawn sword:

Grand Stewards, with white staves:

Music;

A Brother, carrylng a gold pitcher, containing corn;
Two Brethren, with silver pitchers, containing oil and wine;

Marshal,
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A Brother, carrying one of the Orders;
Four Brethren, carrying the Lopgr, covered with white silk;
Four Brethren, carrying the other four Orders, two and two;
Architect, wilh square, level, and plumb;
Grand Pursuivant, with sword of state;
Grand Secretary, with a green bag;
Grand Treasurer, with his staff;

Bible, Square, and Compass, on a crimson velvet
cushion, carried by an aged Mason, supported by
two Deacons, with their rods;

Grand Chapiain and Orator;

Past Grand Wardens:

Past Deputy Grand Masters;

Past Grand Masters;

Chief Magistrate and civli Officers of the place;
Junior Grand Deacons, wilh rods;

Grand Wardens;

Deputy Grand Master;

The Constitutions, carried on a crimson velvet cushion,
by the Master of lhe oldest Lodge;

Grand Master;

Senior Grand Deacons, with rods;

Two Tilers, with swords drawn, close the procession.

‘TeUsIB pusly

Every officer must wear the jewel of his offico. The
Grand Marshal atlends to regulate the procession and
preserve order. In all Masonic processions, the brethren
open to the right and left, as far as the Grand Tiler,
and the Grand Officers and regalia pass through—the
brethren being uncovered.

When the procession reaches the Grand Master’s
chair, the Grand Officers are separately proclaimed by
the Grand Marshal, according to rank, as they arrive
at that station, and when the Grand Master is pro-
claimed, a grand piece of music is performed while the
procession i8 made three times round the Hall. The
Lodge i3 then placed in the center, and the GQrand
Mastor having taken the chair, under a canopy of state,
the Grand O fficers and the Masters and Wardens of the
Lodges, etc., repair to the places previously prepared for
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their reception. The fioe Orders are arranged near the
Lodge, and the gold and silver pitchers, with the corn,
wine, and oil, are placed wupon it. Near it stands a
pedestal, with the Bible open, and the square and com-
passes laid thereon, and upon another pedestal, the
Book of Constitutions. These arrangements being made,
the following ANTHEM, or some other appropriaie one,
i8 sung:

Hal, u - ni. ver - sal Lord' By heavn and earth a - dor'd,
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Hail, unlversal Lord, 0. bear our prayer today,
By beaven and earth adored, Turn not thy face away,
Ali bail, great Godi 0 Lord our Godi
Before thy throne we bend, Heaven. thy dread dwelling-
To us thy grace extend, place
And to our prayer attend; Can not contain thy grace;
All hall, great Godl Remember now our race,
O Lord our God!
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God of our fatbers, bear,

And to our cry be near,
Jebovah, God!

The beavens eternal bow,

Forgive In mercy now

Thy suppiiants bere, O thou
Jebovah, Godi

To thee our hearts do draw,

On them, O write thy law,
Our Saviour Godi

When in this Lodge we're met,

And at thine altar set,

0, do not us forget,
Our Saviour God!

The Master of the Lodge to which the Hall to be
dedicated belongs, then rises, and approaching the East
addresses the Grand Master as follows:

The brethren of ............ Lodge, being animated with a
desire to promote the honor and interest of the craft,
have erected a Masonic Hall for their convenience and
accommodation. They are desirous that the same should
be examined by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, and
if it should meet their approbation, that it should be
solemnly dedicated to Masonic purposes agreeably to
ancient form and usage.

The Architect then addresses the Grand Master as
follows, presenting to him the Square, Level, and Plumb:

Most Worshipful, baving been intrusted with the
superintendence and management of the workmen em-
ployed in the construction of this edifice, and having,
according to the best of my ability, accomplished the
task assigned me, I now return my thanks for the honor
of this appointment, and beg leave to surrender up the
implements which were committed to my care, when the
foundation of this fabric was laid; humbly boping that
the exertions which have been made on this occasion will
be crowned with your approbation, and that of the Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge.
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To which the Grand Master makes the following reply:

Brother Architect, the skill and fidelity displayed in
the erection of the trust reposed in you, at the com-
mencement of tbis undertaking, have secured the entire
approbation of the Grand Lodge; and they sincerely
pray that this edifice may continue a lasting monument
of the taste, spint, and liberality, of its founders.

The Deputy Grand Master then rises, and says:

Most Worshipful, the ball in whicb we are now
assembled. and the plan upon which it has been con-
structed, having met with your approbation, it is the
desire of the fraternity that it should now be dedicated,
according to ancient form and usage.

The Lodge is then uncovered, and a procession is made
around it in the following form, during which solemn
music is played: Grand Pursulvant:

Two Stewards, with staves;
A Past Master, with a ilght;
A Past Master, wilb Bihie, Square, and Compasses on a
velvet cushion;

Two Past Masters, each with a light;
Grand Secretary and Treasurer;
Junior Grand Warden, with pitcher of corn;
Senior Grand Warden, with pitcher of wine;
Deputy Grand Master, with pitcher of oll;
Grand Master;

Two Deacons, with rods.

When the Grand Master arrives at the East, the
procession halts, the music is silent, and the Grand
Chaplain makes the following

CoNSECRATION PRAYER:

Almighty and ever glorious and gracious Lord God.
Creator of all things, and Governor of everything thou
bhast made, mercifully look upon thy servants, now
assembied in thy name and in thy presence, and bless
and prosper all our works begun, continued, and ended
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in thee. Graciously bestow upon us Wisdom, in all our
doings; Strength of mind in all our difculties, and the
Beauty of barmony and holiness in all our communica-
tions and work. Let Faith be the foundation of our
Hope, and Charity the fruit of our obedience to thy
revealed will.

O thou preserver of men! gloricusly enable us now to
dedicate this house which we have erected, to the honor
and glory of thy name, and mercifully be pleased to
accept this service at our hands.

May all who shall be lawfully appointed to rule
berein according to our Constitutions, be under thy
special guidance and protection, and faithfully observe
and fulfill all their olligations to thee and to the Lodge.

May all who come within these consecrated walls, have
but one heart and one mind, to love, to honor, to fear
and to obey thee, as thy majesty and unhounded good-
ness claim; and to love one another, as thou hast loved
us. May every discordant passion be here banished
from our hosom. May we here meet in thy presence as
a band of brethren, who were created by the same
Almighty Parent, are daily sustained by the same
beneficent hand, and are traveling the same road to the
gates of death. May we here have the Holy Word
always present to our mind, and religion, and virtue,
love, harmony, and peaceful joy reigning triumphant in
our hearts.

May ali the proper work of our institution that may
be done in this house be such as thy wisdom may approve
and thy goodness prosper. And finally, graciously be
pleased, O thou Sovereign Architect of the Universe,
to bless the craft wherever dispersed, and make lhem
true and faithful to thee, to their neighbor, and to
themselves. And when the time of our lahor is drawing
near to an end, and tbe pillar of our strength is declining
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to the ground, graciously enable us to pass through the
valley of the shadow of death, supported by tby rod
and thy staff, to those mansions beyond the skies where
love, and peace, and joy forever reign before thy throne.
Amen.

Response by the Brothren.—Glory be to God on high,
on earth peace, good will toward men.

The Junior Grand Warden then pr ts the vessel
of corn to the Grand Mastier, who pours it upon the
Lonek, saying:

Grand Archltect of heaven and earth, to whom be all
honor and glory, 1 dedlcate this hall to Faeemasonry.

The public Grand Honors are then given.

A piece of music iz then performed, and the second
procession is made round the Lodge. When the Grand
Master arrives at the East, the music ceases, and the
Senior Grand Warden presents him with the vessel of
wine which he sprinkles over the Lobax, saying:

In the name of the Supreme and Eternal God, the
Grand Architect of heaven and earth, to whom be all
honor and glory, 1 dedicate this hall to Vmroe.

The public Grand Honors are then given.

The music is resumed, and the third procession is
made round the Lodge. When the Grand Master arrives
at the East, the music ceases, and the Deputy Grand
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Master presents him with the wvessel of oil, which he
sprinkles over the Lonae, saying:

In the name of the Supreme and Eternal God, the
Grand Architect of heaven and earth, to whom be all
honor and glory, I dedicate this hall to UxivemsaL
BeNEVOLENCE,

The public Grand Honors are thenm given.

The Grand Chaplain, standing before the Lonae, then
makes the following

InvocaTioN,

O Lord God, there is no God like unto thee, in the
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, who keepest cove-
nant and mercy with thy servants, who walk before thee
with all their hearts.

Let all the people of the earth know that the Lord is
God: and that there is none else. Let all the people of
the earth know thy Name, and fear thee.

Let all the people know that this house is built and
consecrated to thy name,

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the
heaven and heaven of heavens can not contain thee; how
much less this house that we have built!

Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant,
and to his supplications, O Lord my God, to harken unto
the cry and to the prayer of thy servant, and thy people.

That thine eyes may be open toward this house night
and day. even toward the place consecrated to thy name.

And harken thou to the supplication of thy servant,
and of thy people; and bear thou in heaven thy dwelling
place; and when thou hearest, forgive.
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For they be thy people, and thine inheritance. For
thou didst separate them from among all the people of
the earth to be thine inheritance.

Response by the Brethren.—The Lord is gracious, and
his mercy endureth forever.

The Grand Chaplain then pronounces the following

BENEDICTION.

Blessed be the Lord that hath given rest unto his
peopte. The Lord our God be with us, as he was with
our fathers; let him not leave us, nor forsake us; that
he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his
ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statules,
and his judgments, which he has commanded.

Response.—~Glory be to God on high, on earth peace,
good will toward men.

The Lovee is then coversd and the Grand Honors
given, when the Grand Master retires to his chair.

The following ANTHEM {8 then sung:

Music by Arthur L. Manchester
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Celestial rays of glorious lght,
The sacred walls contain’d;
The pure refulgence, day and night,
‘With awtul force remain‘d.
O mav thy presence, gracious Lord,
In our assemhly be;
Enlhghten us to know thy Word,
That we may honor Thee.
And when the final trump shall sound,
Tn judge 1he world of sin,
Within thy courts may we be found,
Eternally tiI’d in.
4An  address is then delivered by some brother
appointed for the occasion, after which the following

Onk i sung:
Words by 8t. John Phillips, M.D. Music hy Arthur L. Manchester.
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Ope.*
At dawn of creation, when bright beams of morning
Broke through the regions of chaos and night,
And angels rejoic’d at the giory adorning
The framework of nature with order and light;
Soon as the brilliant ray,
Symboi of endless day,
Suffus’d with its blush the earth and the sea,
Then on the new-born man
Beam'd the grand mystic plan
Of Masonry's Orders, accepted and free.

From caves of old ocean, whose deep rolling fountain
Gush where foundations of earth darkly lie,
Grand columns rise into ice-cover’d mountains,
To prup up the arch of the star-spangled sky.
Hls was the shrine of love,
Who, from Hls throne above,
Anclent of days! gave the sovereign decree,
And from the corner stone
Were all the virtues shown

Of Masonry's Orders, accepted and free.

A cheruh there came of beauty In vision,
Whouin mortals have call'd by Faitbh's holy name;

Beside her next stood Hope. pure and elysian,
As ever appear’d in the Hirst dream of fame;
And whllst Immortals there,
Charity, gracious fairl
Daughter of heaven! burnt incense to thee;
Swell’d anthems glorious!
Trlumph victorious!
Of Masonry's Orders, accepted and free.

*This ode, written by Brother St. John Phillips, M. D.,, was
substituted by the Grand Lodge of South Caroillna 1841, on the
occaslon of the dedication of Masonic Hall In Charleston, for

the one formerly used.




276  DspicaTioN oF Frre Masons’ Havis

And here have we built, as a shelier from danger,
A temple of friendship and virtue combin’d,
‘Where the orphan, the widow, and destitute stranger,
A Mason's compassion and favor may find.
Far from deceit and art,
Freely with band and heart,
Welcome the brother, whoever he be!
Here may the pligrim guest
Find the sweet home of rest,
‘Of Masoory's Orders, accepted and free.

May the Grand Master whom, all things possessing,
The heaven of heavens can never contain,
Crown this good werk with His favor and blessing,
And Charity's fabric In mercy sustainj
Till as the courses rise,
Up to the radlant skies,
In that Grand Lodge may all mankind agree;
And In the reign of peace,
Only with time shall cease
Great Masonry’s Orders, accepted and free,

4 collection iz then made by the Grand Stewards, for
the relief of distressed Masons, their widows and
orphans. The grand procession is resumed, and after
marching three times round the hall, with the Lodge, as
al entrance, during which a grand piece of music is
performed, the procession returns to the place whence it
86t out, where the laws of the Order are rehearsed, and
the Grand Lodge is closed in ample form.

NOTE —When the distance 1s such that the Grand Master with
his Grand Officers can not conveniently attend, he may depute
some skillful Past Master to represent him, who may call other
worthy brethren to his assistance, and the form of proxy there-
fore 18 the same as that constramed on page 203 for the
Constitution of a Lodge, with the necessary verbal alterations.

FuNERAL SERVICES 27

SECTION VIII
FUNERAL SERVICES

MEMORIAL OR COMMITTAL SERVICE

(This Service may also be used as a graveside Committal
Service )

The Lodge to which the deceased Brother belonged having
been duly opened on the Third Degree, the brethren repair to
the place of the Memorial Service.

The place may be in a chureh or funeral chapel. A number
of pews or seats should be provided for the members of the
deceased Brother’s family and an appropriate number re-
served for the brethren.

If the Lodge forms a procession to enter the place, the
processional should be as shown on page 281.

The Master and the Chaplain should stand at the head of
the casket and the Senior and Junior Wardens at the foot.
The other officers should oceupy the first row of seats re-
served for the Lodge. The Master can adapt the arrangement
of officers to fit the locale if space will not accommodate the
foregoing.

The Chaplain should keep the lambskin apron and hand it
to the Master at the appropriate time. The officers should
have sprigs of Acacia in their lapels or breast pockets.

THE SERVICE

Master—From time immemorial it has been the custom of
Freemasons, at the request of a brother, or at the solicitation
of his family, to hold a memorial serviee or accompany his
body to the place of interment, and there deposit it with the
formalities of our fraternity. In conformity with this usage,
we have here assembled in the character of Freemasons, to
commemorate the life of our deceased brother and to offer up
to his memory, before the world, the last tribute of our
affection.
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(One or more of the following Scripture selections may
be used.)

Fmrst LEssoN
121st Psalm

I will hft up mine eyes unto the hills. From whence com-
meth my help

My help commeth from the Lord, which made heaven
and earth

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved; he that keepeth
thee will not slumber.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber
nor sleep.

The Lord 1s thy keeper: the Lord 1s thy shade upon thy
right hand

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by
nmight.

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil he shall pre-
serve thy soul

The Lord shall preserve thy gomng out and thy coming 1n
from this time forth and even forevermore

SEcoND LEesson
(Selected verses from the 90th Psalm)

Lord, thou has been our dwelling place in all generations

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou
hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlast-
ng to everlasting, thou art God.

For a thousand years 1n thy sight are but as yesterday
when 1t is past, and as a watch 1n the mght

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a
sleep. 1n the morning they are like grass which groweth up

In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up, in the
evening it is cut down, and withereth.

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and
if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet 1s their
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strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly
away.

So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom.

O satisfy us early with thy merey; that we may rejoice and
be glad all our days.

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto
their children.

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us' and
establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work
of our hands establish thou it.

THIRD LESSON
23rd Psalm

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want

He maketh meto hiedown ingreen pastures heleadeth me
beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of right-
eousness for his name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies' thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

FourtH LEsson
(Selected verses)

The Lord is my light and my salvation: whom shall | fear;
the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

In the time of trouble he shall hide me in his tabernacle;
yea, in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time
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of trouble Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be
moved and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea. The Lord of hosts is with us Trust therefore in
the Lord for with Jehovah there 1s mercy and with Him 1s
plenteous redemption

God shall wipe away all tears; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain; for the former things have passed away.

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord mtieth
them that fear him. For the mercy of the Lord 1s from
everlasting to everlasting With everlasting kindness will I
have mercy on thee saith the Lord The mountains shall
depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall
not depart from thee, neither shall my covenant of peace
be removed saith the Lord whose mercy endureth forever

PRAYER

Eternal God, the author of all good, the giver of all mercy!
pour out thy blessings upon us and strengthen us with the
ties of true brotherly love and affection In this hour of
sorrow help us to put our trust in Thee and grant that we
may be conscious of Thy presence, protection and care As
we contemplate the uncertainty of all things mortal, may
we be reminded of that moment when we, as masons,
learned together the great lesson of immortality.

While we commemorate the life of our departed Brother,
we commend his soul to Thee. Comfort and strengthen his
loved ones and us, his brethren, as we look to Thee, the
only refuge in time of trouble Direct our lives that we
may be led by Thy Spirit And when at last we too, must
lay down the working tools of hife, grant us an entrance
nto that Celestial Lodge above where the Supreme Grand
Master forever presides — Amen

Respond by Brethren So mote it be.
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ExHoORTATION

My Brethren as we are gathered here we are reminded of
the uncertainty of life and the vanity of all human pursuits.
What are the pomp and splendor of majesty, the pride of
wealth, or the charms of beauty, when nature has paid her
just debt, When we see life stripped of its ornaments, we
will be convinced of the futihty of those empty delusions. In
death all fallacies are detected, all ranks leveled, all dis-
tinctions removed, and the king and the beggar are one

We are inchined to forget that we are mortal, we forget
that we are born to die! We make plans for many years
only to be alarmed at the sudden approach of death when
we least expect 1t, and at an hour when we think our-
selves to be in the meridian of our existence

Let us, therefore, while 1n this state of probation, sup-
port with digmty and reverence the character of our pro-
fession. Let us be true to the solemn ties of our fratermity,
and loyal to the teachings of the Holy Scripture, the Great
Laght of Masonry Then with becoming reverence let us
seek the divine grace and favor of the Eternal Being
whose goodness, power, and mercy knows no bound, that
when our own summons comes we may pursue our jour-
ney, without dread or apprehension, to that undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveler ever returns

The Great Creator having been pleased to remove our
Brother from this transitory hife to a state of eternal dura-
tion, may we who survive him prepare for our own ap-
proaching fate May we be more strongly cemented 1n the
ties of friendship and brotherly love, so that we may mu-
tually promote the welfare and happiness of each other to
the honor and glory of God, and to the salvation of our
own souls.

(The Chaplain then presents a clean white lambskin
apron to the Master, who unfolds it and says )

The lambskin or white leather apron 1s an emblem of
mnocence and the badge of a Mason; by it the Mason 1s
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reminded of that purity of life and rectitude of conduct so
necessary to his gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge
above. This symbol of purity presented to our Brother on his
first entrance into Masonry constantly reminds us of the
need of a virtuous life.

(The Master then places the apron on the casket. If casket s
open hang strings on the mside with apron draped over the
side. Then displaying the evergreen, he says:)

This evergreen is an emblem of our belief in the immor-
tality of the soul. By it we are reminded that we have a high
and glorious destiny beyond the world of shadows and that
there dwells within man an imperishable, immortal spirit,
over which the world has no dominion and death no power.

(Here the Master and officers only, deposit the evergreen
on the casket. Officers return immediately to thewr places and
are seated, the Master then continues:)

“Now the laborer’s task 1s o’er.

Now the battle day is past,

Now upon the farther shore

Lands the voyager at last

Father 1n Thy gracious keeping
Leave we now thy servant sleeping.”

BENEDICTION

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon us and upon
all our work and worship done in His name. May He give us
Light to guide us, Courage to support us, and Love to unite us,

The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make His face
to shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee The Lord lift up
His countenance upon thee and give thee peace, both now and
evermore. Amen.

Response by Brethren. So mote it be.

(The processwon then returns to the place whence ot set out
and the Lodge 1s duly closed )
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LODGE OF SORROW.
PrepARATION oF THE HarL.

1. The Lodge room, or hall, should be appropriately
draped in black, and the several stations covered with
the same emblem of mourning.

2. On the Master’s pedestal is a skull and iighted
taper.

8. In the center of the hall 18 placed the catafalque,
which consists of a rectangular platform, about six feet
long by four wide, on which are two smaller platforms,
so that three steps are represented. On the third one
should be an elevation of convenient height, on which is
placed an urn. The platform should be draped in black,
and a canopy of black drapery may be raised over the
urn. )

4. At each corner of the platform will be placed a
candlestick, bearing a lighted taper, and near i, facing
the East, will be seated a brother, provided with an
extinguisher, to be used at the proper time,

8. During the first part of the ceremonies, the lights
in the hall should burn dimly.

6. Arrangements should be made to enable the light to
he increased to brilliancy at the appropriate point in
the ceremony,

7. On the catafalque will be laid a pair of white gloves,
a lambskin apron, and if the deceased brother had been
an officer, the appropriate insignia of his office.

8. When the Lodge is held in memory of several
brethren, shields bearing their names are placed around
the catafalque.

The brethren being assembled at the Lodge room, or
some other convenient place, the Master of the Lodge
to which the deceased brother belonged will open the
Lodge on the Third Degree. A procession will then be
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formed to the hall where the Lodge of Sorrow 1s to be
held, in the same order as prescribed in the “Funeral
Service ”

On arriving at the door of the hall where the Lodge of
Sorrow is to be held, the brethren will turn to the nght
and left, that 1s, face inwards The Master of the Lodge to
which the deceased brother belonged will then pass
through between the brethren, supported by the Deacon
with rod on either side, followed by the brethren in
inverted order, to his station m the East. The other offi-
cers will take their usual stations and places, and the
brethren will take their places in seats especially reserved
for them. The door of the hall should then be shut, and
not opened again until the ceremony 1s concluded, and the
Lodge of Sorrow closed

OPENING THE LODGE

The several officers being in their places, and the
brethren seated, the Master will call up the Lodge and
say

W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, for what purpose are
we assembled?

8. W —To honor the memory of those brethren whom
death hath taken from us, to contemplate our own
approaching dissolution, and, by the remembrance of
immortahty, to raise our souls above the consideration of
this transitory existence.

W M —Brother Junior Warden, what sentiments
should inspire the soul of Masons on occasions like the
Present?

J W —Calm sorrow for the absence of our brethren
who have gone before us, earnest solicitude for our own
eternal welfare; and a firm faith and reliance upon the
wisdom and goodness of the Great Architect of the Uni-
verse

Longe oF Sorrow 285

W. M.—Brethren, commending these sentiments to
your earnest consideration, and invoking your assist-
ance In the solemn ceremonies about to take place, I
declare this Lodge of Sorrow opened.

(The Chaplain, or Master, will then offer the following,
or some other suitable prayer:)

Grand Architect of the Universe, in whose holy sight
centuries are but as days, to whose omniscience the past
and the future are but as one eternal present; look down
apon Thy children, who still wander with dread of dis-
solution, and shudder at the mysteries of the future;
look down, we beseech Thee, from Thy glorious and
eternal day into the dark night of our error and pre-
sumption, and suffer a ray of Thy divine light to pene-
trate into our hearts, that in them may awaken and
bloom the uncertainty of life, reliance upon Thy prom-
ises, and assurance of a place at Thy right hand.

Response—So mote it be. Amen.

(The Choir—or brethren—uwill then sing an appro-
priate hymn, such as “Friend After Friend Departs,’
or “Brother, Thou Art (one to Rest,” or “Lead Kindly
Light, Amid the Encircling Gloom.”)

The Worshipful Master, taking the skull in his hand,
will then deliver an address, beginning as follows:

Brethren, in the midst of life we are in death, and
the wisest cannot know what a day may bring forth.
We live but to see those we love passing away into the
Silent Land.

Behold this emhlem of mortality, once the abode of
a spirit like our own; beneath this mouldering canopy
once shone the bright and busy eye; within this hollow
cavern once played the ready, swift, and tuneful tongue;
and now, sightless and mute, it is eloquent only in the
solemn lessons it teaches us.

Thick of those brethren who, but a few days since,
were among us in all the pride and power of life; bring
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to your mind the remembrance of their wisdom, their
strength and their beauty, and then reflect that “to this
complexion have they come at last;” think of yourselves,
thus will you be when the lamp of your brief existence
has been burned out. Think how soon death, for you,
wiil be a reality. Man’s life is like a flower, which
blooms today. and tomorrow is faded, cast aside, and
trodden under foot. The most of us, my brethren, are
fast approaching, or have already passed the meridian
of life, our sun is sinking in the West, and O! how
much more swift is the passage of our declining years
than when we started upon the journey, and befieved—
as the young are too apt to believe—that the roseate
hues of the rising sun of our existence were always to
be continued. When we look back upon the happy days
of our childhood, when the dawning intellect first began
to exercise its powers of thought, it seems but as yester-
day, and that, by a simple effort of the will, we could
put aside our manhood, and seek again the loving
caresses of a mother, or be happy in the possession of a
bauble; and could we now realize the idea that our last
day had come, our whole earthly life would seem but
as the space of time from yesterday until today. Cen-
turies upon centuries have rolled away behind us; before
us stretches out an eternity of years to come; and upon
the narrow boundary between the past and the present
flickers the puny taper we term our life. When we came
into the worid we knew naught of what had been before
us, but, as we grew up to manhood, we learned of the
past; we saw the flowers bloom as they had bloomed for
centuries; we beheld the orbs of day and night pursuing
their endless course among the stars, and as they pur-
sued it from the birth of light; we learned what men
had thought, and said, and done, from the beginning of
the world to our day; but only through the eye of faith
can we behoid what is to come hereafter, and only
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through a firm rellance upon the Divine promises can
we satisfy the yearnings of an immortal soul. The
cradle speaks to us of remembrances, the coffin of hope,
of a blessed trust in a glorious Immortality, and a
never-ending existence beyond the gloomy portals of the
tomb |

Let these reflections convince us how vain are all the
wranglings and bitternesses engendered by the collisions
of the world. how little in dignity above the puny strug-
gles of ants over a morsel of food or for the possession
of an inch of soil,

What shall survive us? Not, let us hope, the petty
strifes and bitternesses, the jealousies and heartburn-
ings, the small trials and mean advantages we have
gained, but rather the noble thoughts, the words of truth,
the works of mercy and justice, that ennoble and light
up the existence of every honest man, however humble,
and live for goecd when his body, like this remnant of
humanity, is mouldering in its parent dust.

Let the proud and vain consider how soon the gaps
are fllled that are made in society by those who die
around them, and how soon time heals the wounds that
death inflicts upon the loving heart; and from this let
them learn humanity, and that they are but drops in
the great ocean of humanity.

And when God sends His Angel to us with the scroll
of Death, let us look upon it as an act of mercy. to pre-
vent many sins and many calamities of a longer life,
and lay our heads softly down like one

‘““Who wraps the drapery of his couch about him,
And lies down to pleasant dreams.”

From this, at least, man learns by death that his
calamities are not immortal. To bear grief honorably
and temperately, and to die will’ngly, are the duties of
& good man and a true Masop
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(Singing of hymn by choir, such as “Nearer, My God,
to Thee,” or piece of solemn music, or both.)

At its conclurion, the Chaplain will read, or recite
(which is preferable) the following or other appropriate
passages of Scripture:

Chaplain—Lo! He goeth by me, and I see Him not,
He passeth on also, but I perceive Him not. Behold!
He taketh away, and who can hinder Him?

Man that is born of a woman is of a few days, and
full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut
down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.
Seeing his days are determined, the number of his months
are with Thee. Thou hast appointed his bounds that he
cannot pass; turn from him that he may rest, till he shall
accomplish, as an hireling, his day. For there is hope of
a tree if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and
that the tenderer branches thereof will not cease. Though
the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock
thereof die in the ground, yet through the scent of
water it will bud and bring forth boughs like a pilant.
But man dieth and wasteth away; yes, man giveth up
the ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail from the
sea. and the flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lleth
down, and riseth not; till the heavens be no more they
shall not awake nor be raised out of their sleep.

My days are passed, my purposes are broken off, even
the thoughts of my heart. If I wait, the grave is mine
house, I have made my bed in the darkness. I have
said to corruption “thou art my father” And where is
now thy hope? As for my hope, who will see it? They
shall go down to the bars of the pit, where our rest
together is in the dust.

My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh. Oh!
that my words were now written; Oh! that they were
printed in a book; that they were graven with an fron
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pen and laid in the rock forever! For I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth. And though after my skin worms
shall destroy this body, yet In my flesh shall I see God.
Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold,
and not another.

For Thou cast me into the deep, in the midst of the
seas; and Thy floods compassed me about; all Thy bil-
lows and Thy waves passed over me. Then I said, I am
cast out of Thy sight; yet will I look again toward Thy
hoiy temple. The waters compassed me about, even
1o the soul, the depths closed me around about, the weeds
were wrapped about my head.

I said, in the cutting off of my day I shall go to the
gates of my grave; I am deprived of the residue of my
years; I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord
in the land of the living; I shall behold man no more
with the inhabitants of the world. Behold! for peace
I had great bitterness; but Thou hast in love to my soul
delivered it from the pit of corruption. For the grave
cannot pruise Thee, death cannot celebrate Thee; the
living, the living, he shall praise Thee as I do this day.

Are not my days few? Cease, then, and let me alone,
that T may take comfort a little, before I go whence
I shall not return, even to the land of darkness, and the
shadow of death. A land of darkness as darkness itself,
and of the shadow of death, without any odor; and
where the light is as darkness.

An interval of profound silence, all the lights in the
hall put out, save the thres small burning tapers at the
East, West, and South Stations, the four brethren
around the catafulque will also extinguish their tapers;
after another period of silence, Low Twelve will be
gounded on a gong, very slowly; then the Master will
address the Senior Warden:



290 Lobce oF Sorrow

W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, in this hour of gloom
and darkness, when death stares us in the face, when the
skin slips from the fingers, and the flesh cieaves from the
bones, what shail we do?

8. W.—Worshipful Sir, the light of nature and of
reason fails us here. Their feeble rays penetrate not
the darkness of the tomb! Let us look above to Him
whose omniscience ruleth both death and the grave,

W. M.—Brother Chaplain, lead us in addressing our
earnest petitions to that Almighty Father, who ever
lends a listening ear to His suffering children.

Prayer of Chaplain.—Our Farmer wHO ArT IN
Heavex, it hath pleased Thee to take from among us
those who were our brethren. Let time, as it heals the
wounds thus inflicted upon our hearts and upon those
who were near and dear to them, not erase the salutary
lessons engraved there; but let those lessons, always
continuing distinct and legible, and make us and them
wiser and better. And whenever distress and trouhle
may hereafter come upon us, may we ever be consoled
by the reflection that Thy wisdom and Thy love are
equally infinite, and that our sorrows are not the visita-
tions of Thy wrath, but the resuit of the great law of
harmony by which everything is being conducted to a
good and perfect issue in the fullness of Thy time. Let
the loss of our brethren increase our affection for those
who are yet spared to us, and make us more punctual
in the performance of the duties that Friendship, Love,
and Honor demand. When it comes to us also to die,
may a firm and abiding trust in Thy mercy dispel the
gloom and dread of dissolution. Be with us now, that
we may serve Thee in spirit and understanding. And to
Thy name shall be ascribed the praise forever.

Response—So mote it be. Amen.

W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, your advice was
timely and well. Masons should always remember that

Longe oF Sorrow 291 \

when human strength and wisdom fail, they have an
inexhaustible fountain of both open to them from above,
through the medium of prayer. Brothers Senior and
Junior Wardens, join me around these solemn emblems
of mortality, and assist me in paying the last Masonic
honors to our departed brethren.

The Wardens, Deacons, and Stewards, will now
approach the East, and form a procession thus:

Two Stewards with rods.
Two Wardens with columns.

Deacon Deacon
with The Master. with
rod. rod.

Which will move around the catafalque to slow and
solemn music, once. (Pleyel's Hymn is the most appro-
priate.)

On arriving at the East, the procession will hall and
open to the right and left. The Junior Warden will
then advance to the catafalque, and, placing upon it a
bunch of white flowers, will say:

J. W, —In memory of our departed brethren I deposit
these white flowers, emblematical of that pure life to
which they have been called, and reminding us that as
these children of an hour willi droop and fade away,
80, too, we shall soon follow those who have gone before
us, and inviting us so to fill the brief span of our
existence that we may leave to our survivors a sweet
savor of remembrance.

The Junior Warden will return to his place, and an
interval of profound silence will be observed.

The procession will then be formed, and move as before
to the sound of slow music, twice around the catafalque.

They will open as before, and the Senior Warden,
approaching the catafalque, will place upon it a wreath
of white flowers, and say:
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8. W.—As the sun sets in the West, to close the day
and herald the approach of night, so, one by one,
we lay us down in the darkness of the tomb to wait in
its calm response for the time when the Heavens shall
pass away as a scroll, and man, standing in the presence
of the infinite, shall realize the true end of his pilgrim-
age here below. Let these flowers be to us the symbol
of rememhrance of all the virtues of our brethren who
have preceded us to the Silent Land, the token of that
fraternal alliance which binds us while on earth, and
which we hope will finally unite us in Heaven.

The Senior Warden returns to his place, and an inter-
val of profound silence will be observed.

The procession will again be formed, and move three
times around the catafalque to slow music as before.

drriving in the East, the Master will advance and
place upon the urn a wreath of evergreen, and say:

W. M.—1t is appointed unto men once to die, and after
death cometh the resurrection. The dust shall relurn to
the earth, and the spirit unto God who gave it. In the
grave all men are equal; the good deeds, the lofty
thoughts, the heroic sacrifices alone survive and bear
fruit in the lives of those who strive to emulate them.

While, therefore, nature wlll have its way, and our
tears will fall upon the graves of our brethren, let us
be reminded by the evergreen, symbol of our falth in
immortal life, that the dead are but sleeping, and be
comforted by the reflection that their memories will not
be forgotten; that they will still be loved by those who
are so soon to follow them; that in our archives their
names are written, and that in our hearts there is still
a place for them. And so. trusting in the infinite love
and tender mercy of Him, without whose knowledge not
even a sparrow falls, let us prepare to meet them where
there is no parting, and where with them we shall enjoy
eternal rest.
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After an interval of profound silence—the Master
having returned to his place in the East, and the
Wardens, Deacons and Stewards to their places—the
Master will address the Chaplain as follows:

W. M.—Brother Chaplain, read to us from Holy Writ,
that Great Light in Masonry, words of comfort and hope,
to cheer us in our darkness and despondency.

The Chaplain will then proceed to the catafalque,
where he will recite the following or other appropriate
passages of Scripture:

Chaplain—But some men will say, how are the dead
raised up? and with what body do they come? Thou
fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened except to
die; and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that
body that shall be, but bare grain; it may chance of
wheat or of some other grain; but God giveth it a body
as it hath pleased Him, and to every seed his own body.

All fiesh is not the same fiesh; but there is one kind of
flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes,
and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies,
and bodies terrestrial; but the glory of the celestial is
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.

There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the
moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star dif-
fereth from another star in glory. So also in the resur-
rection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised
in incorruption; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it
is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
And so it is written, the first man Adam was made a
living soul; the last Adam was made a qulckening spirit.
Howbeit, that was not first which is spiritual, but that
which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual,
The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is
the Lord from Heaven. As is the earthy, such are they
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also that are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they
also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly.

Now this [ say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption
inherit incorruption. Behold, I show you a mystery;
we shall not all sleep, but we shali all be changed, in
a moment, in the twinking of an eye, at the last trumnp;
for the trumpet shail sound; and the dead shall be raised
incorruptihle, and we shall be changed. For this cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this morial must
put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victoryl Oh!
Death, where is thy sting? Oh! Grave, where is thy
victory?

As the Chaplain pronounces the concluding words the
lights in the hall should be immediately raised to great
brilliancy ; the four brethren seated round the catafalque
will relight the tapers.

The Chaplain will return to his place in the East,
and simultaneously with the turning on of the lights,
the choir should sing a triumphant hymn.

The Master will then address the Orators who have
been chosen to pronounce the eulogiums on the deceased
brethren, as follows:

W. M.—Brother Orators, let Masonry speak to us
through your lips of our deceased brethren who have
gone away from us.

Tell us the story of their lives, and recount their
virtues, that we may remember and imitate them. But
let their faults and errors be forgotten and forgiven,
for to sav that they had these is but to say that they
were human.
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The Orators, or Orator, will then pronounce the
eulogiums, or eulogium.

The choir will then sing a closing ode, to the tune of
“Old Hundred.”

Crosrxe CemEmoNy.

W. M.—Brother Senior Warden, our recollections of
our departed brothers have been refreshed, and we may
now ask ourselves were they just and perfect Masons,
worthy men, unwearied toilers in the vineyard, and
possessed of so many virtues as to overcome their faults
and shortcomings? Answer these questions as Masons
should answer.

8. W.—Worshipfui Sir. man judgeth not of man. He,
whose infinite and tender mercy passeth all comprehen-
sion, whose goodness endureth forever, has called our
brethren hence. Let Him judge.

In ancient Egypt, no one could gain admittance to the
sacred asylum of the tomb until he had passed under the
most solemn judgment before a grave tribunal.

Princes and peasants came there to be judged, escorted
only by their virtues and their vices. A public accuser
recounted the history of their lives, and threw the pene-
trating light of truth on all their actions. If it were
ad judged that the dead man had led an evil life, his
memory was condemned in the presence of the nation,
and his body was denied the honors of sepulture.

Masonry has no such tribunal to sit In judgment upon
her dead; with her, the good which her sons have done
lives after them, and the evil is interred with their bones,
She does require, however, that whatever is said con-
cerning them shall be the truth; and should it ever
happen that of a Mason who dies nothing good can be
truthfully said, she will mournfully and pityingly bury
him out of her sight in silence.
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W. M.—Brethren, let us profit by the admonitions of
this solemn occasion; lay to heart the truths to which
we have listened, and resolve so to walk that when we
lay us down to the last sleep, it may be the privilege
of the brethren to strew while flowers upon our graves,
and keep our memories as a pleasant remembrance.

Brother Senior Warden, announce to the brethren that
our labors are now concluded, and that it is my pleasure
that this Lodge of Sorrow be now closed.

S. W.—Brother Junior Warden, the labors of this
Lodge of Sorrow being now ended, it is the pleasure of
the Worshipful Master that it be now closed. Make
due announcement to the brethren and invite them to
assist.

J. W.—(Calling up the Lodge) Brethren, the labors
of this Lodge of Sorrow being now ended, it is the
pleasure of the Worshipful Master that it be now
closed.

W. M.—Let us unite with our Chaplain in an invoca-
tion to the Throne of Grace.

Usual closing prayer by the Chaplain.

W. M.~This Lodge of Sorrow is now closed.

Usual Masonic benediction by the Chaplain.

The Master will then seat the Lodge in the usual way.

After the public has retired, the procession will then
be re-formed in the same order, and return to the place
from whence it set out, where the duties of Free Masonry
will be resumed and the Lodge closed in due form.
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SECTION 1X.
RecoraTIONS FoR Procession.

When the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master or
either of the Grand Wardens, joins the procession of
a private Lodge, proper respect is to be paid to the
rank of that officer. His position will be immediately
before the Master and Wardens of the Lodge, and two
Deacons will be appointed to attend him.

When the Grand or Deputy Grand Master is present,
the Book of Constitutions will be borne before him. The
honor of carrying this book belongs of right to the
Master of the oldest Lodge in the jurisdiction, whenever
he is present in allusion to the fact that the Constitutions
of the Order were originally vested in that officer, and
that on him the business of the Grand Lodge devolves, in
case of the absence of all the Grand Officers, and also
because it was a custom adopted soon after the reorgan-
ization of the Grand Lodge of England, for the Master
of the oldest Lodge to attend every Grand Installation,
and taking precedence of all others, the Grand Master
only excepted, to deliver the Book of Constitulions to
the newly installed Grand Master, thereby to remind
him of his obligation to preserve the ancient landmarks
and constitutions inviolate.

The Book of Constitutions must never be borne in a
procession unless the Grand or Deputy Grand Master
be present.

In entering public buildings. the Bible, Square, and
Compasses, and the Book of Constitutions, are to be
placed in front of the Grand Master, and the Grand
Marshal and Grand Deacons must keep near him.

When a procession faces forward, the Deacons and
Stewards will cross their rods, so as to form an arch
for the brethren to pass beneath.
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Marshals are to walk or ride on tke left flank of a
procession. The appropriate costume of a Marshal is
a cocked hat, sword, and scarf, with a baton in his hand.
The color of the scarf must be blue in the procession of
a Subordinate Lodge, and purple in that of the Grand
Lodge.

All processions will return in the same order in which
they set out.

The post of honor in a Masonic procession is always
in the rear.
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CONSTITUTION
OF THE
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
OoF
Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina

I hereby certify that the following 1s a correct copy of the
Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons
of South Carolina, as revised and finally adopted on the
21st of November, A, L. 5860, and A. D 1860 at an annual
communication holden in the town of Greenville, with the
various amendments adopted at subsequent annual com-
munications, holden from 1861 to April 25, 2003.

G Ray Marsh,
Grand Secretary

CHAPTER 1.
Of the Grand Lodge

ArTicLE 1. The style and title of this Grand Lodge shall
be, “THE MosT WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF ANCIENT
FrEE Masons oF SouTH CAROLINA 7

ArTICLE 2 The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of
South Carolina 1s a strictly representative body, and con-
sists of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Senior
and Junior Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer, Grand Sec-
retary, Grand Chaplain, and thirty District Deputy Grand
Masters, for the time bemg, who are the representatives
of the Craft m general, and of the Masters and Wardens
of all the legally constituted Lodges m the Jurisdictions,
who are the representatives of their respective Lodges.

ARTICLE 3. Every Past Master who has served for twelve
months as the Master of a Lodge in this jurisdiction, and who
continues to be affihated with some Lodge therein, shall be

301
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entitled to be present at all communications of the Grand
Lodge, to assist in its deliberations, to be placed on commit-
tees, and shall be eligible to any office; but he shall not be
permitted to vote on any subject

ArticLE 4 The Grand Lodge shall have the following
Grand Officers

One Grand Master.

One Deputy Grand Master

One Senior Grand Warden.

One Junior Grand Warden.

One Grand Treasurer

One Grand Secretary.

One Grand Chaplain, and

Thirty District Deputy Grand Masters.

And the following Subordinate Officers

Two Semior Grand Deacons
Two Junior Grand Deacons.
One Grand Marshal.

One Grand Pursuivant

Two Grand Stewards, and
One Grand Tiler

ARTICLE 5. None but those who are, or who have been,
Masters of Lodges, shall be eligible to any office in the Grand
Lodge, except that of Grand Chaplain, who may be elected
from among the Master Masons of the jurisdiction.

ARTICLE 6 Any Past Master who moves 1nto this from
any other jurisdiction shall, on his becoming affiliated with
aLodge herein, be entitled to all the rightsand privileges of a
Past Master in that Lodge only.

Master Masons in good standing may, in the discretion of
the Grand Master, be granted the privilege of seats at Grand
Lodge communications Said Master Masons when admitted
shall be without a vote or the right of the participation in
Grand Lodge deliberations.
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ArticLE 7. The Grand Master shall be styled Most Wor-
shapful, all the other Grand Officers, Right Worshipful, and
the Subordinate Officers, all Past Masters and Masters of
Lodges, Worshipful. Past Officers shall be entitled to retain
the style of the offices which they formerly occupied.

ArticLE 8 The Grand and Subordinate Officers shall
wear at all communications of the Grand Lodge their appro-
priate jewels and aprons

ARTICLE 9. The election of Grand Officers of the Grand
Lodge shall {ake place on the second day of the annual com-
munication as the first order of business of the day, and they
must be chosen by ballot, and by a majority of the votes
given. The business of the Grand Lodge may continue while
the ballots are being tallied. The officers shall be installed as
soon thereafier as the Grand Lodge may determine.

ARTICLE 10. The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of
South Carolina is the Supreme Masonic authority of the
Jurisdietion, and faithful allegiance and implicit obedience
is due to it from all the Lodges and Masons residing therein.
Its functions are of a legislative, judicial and executive char-
acter. In its legislative capacity it makes the laws, in its
judicial itapplies them, and in its executive 1t enforces them.

ArTicLE11. The Grand Lodge will, in its judicial capacity,
investigate and adjudicate all matters of controversy which
may arise between any of the Subordinate Lodges under its
jurisdiction, or the members of different Lodges and in the
enforcement of discipline upon its own officers and mem-
bers, and upon the Lodges under its jurisdiction,as well as in
all matters of controversy and discipline proper for Masonic
investigation arising in any Subordinate Lodge, which may
be brought before it by the appeal of the aggrieved party

ARTICLE 12. All matters in the Grand Lodge, not other-
wise specially provided for, shall be determined by a major-
ity of votes, the Grand Master, or Presiding Officer, having
the casting vote in addition to his own where there is a tie,
except when the brethren met shall, for the sake of expedi-
tion, leave any particular business to the decision of the
Chair
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ArTIiCcLE 13. For the more perfect investigation of any
subject, it may be referred to a committee to report thereon.

ARTICLE 14. No person shall be permitted to speak more
than twice upon the same subject without leave from the
Chair, and every speaker shall stand when he addresses the
Presiding Officer.

ArTICLE 15 There shall be an annual communication of
the Grand Lodge, commencing at 10 00 am on the fourth
Thursday in April, and to be holden at such place as the
Grand Lodge shall from year to year determine; but the City
of Charleston shall continue to be deemed and held as the
Grand East of the Jurisdiction, and all Masonic documents
of an official character to be dated therefrom.

ARTICLE 16. At the annual communication the Grand Of-
ficers shall be elected and installed; and all matters affecting
the Craft, generally, in this Jurisdiction, shall be considered
and acted on; and the Grand Lodge shall be called off from
day to day, and not closed until the whole business of the
Grand Lodge shall have been disposed of

ArticLE 17. Each Lodge and each Lodge U D shall be
entitled to three votes, and is to be represented by its Master
and Wardens, or any one or two of them In case of the
absence of these officers, the Master, or the Lodge, may
appoint one of the members thereof to represent the Lodge,
which member shall be considered as a Warden de facto, and
shall cast the three votes of the Lodge as such.

ArTicLE 18. If any Lodge shall neglect for two consecutive
years to be represented by either its regularly installed
Master or one of its actual Wardens, the Grand Secretary
shall give notice of omission to the said Lodges, and if at the
third annual communication it continues to be unrepre-
sented by its Master or one of its Wardens, 1t shall forfeit its
Warrant of Constitution unless such neglect shall be excused
by the Grand Lodge

ARTICLE 19: One representative from each Lodge, or each
Lodge U.D,, located fifty-one (51) “line of sight’ miles or more
from the place where an Annual Grand Lodge Communication
is held, shall receive per diem in the amount of thirty-five dol-
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lars ($35.00) for each day’s attendance, not to exceed two
days. Representatives from Lodges or Lodges U.D., located
fifty (50) miles or less from the place where an Annual Grand
Lodge Communication is held, shall receive the sum of ten
dollars ($10.00) for each day’s attendance, not to exceed two
days.

ArTicLE 20. Grand Officers and Past Grand Masters who
attend the communication of the Grand Lodge shall be en-
titled to one vote each, and shall receive the same pay as
representatives.

ArticLE 21. No subordinate officer shall be entitled to a
vote in the Grand Lodge by virtue of his office.

ARrTicLE22. If any Lodge bein arrearsto the Grand Lodge
for more than one year, its representatives shall not be
permitted to vote at any election.

ARTICLE 23. No officer shall enter upon the duties of his
office until he shall have been regularly installed. The old
officers who have been installed shall continue in office until
their successors shall be elected and duly installed. At all
elections a majority of the votes given shall govern.

ARTICLE 24. The Grand Lodge may be opened, but shall
not proceed to business until the representatives of one-
third of the Lodges entitled to representation are present.

CHAPTER II
Of the Grand Master

ARTICLE 25 The Grand Master is the head of the Frater-
nity mn the Jurisdiction, and as such shall preside at all
communications of the Grand Lodge

ARTICLE 26. He shall preserve order; and there can be no
appeal from his decision

ArTICLE 27. The Grand Master possesses, and may exer-
cise the prerogatives inherent in his high office

ArTiCLE 28. He may convene the Grand Lodge on any
special occasion at such time and place as he may deem
expedient
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ARTICLE 29. He has the right to preside over every assem-
bly of the Craft wheresoever and whensoever held.

ARTICLE 30. He has the right to enter any Lodge to inspect
its proceedings, to take part in its business transactions, and
to correct its errors.

ArmicLE 31 The Grand Master shall annually appoint
some brother as Fraternal Correspondent, who shall prepare
such report and transmit it to the Grand Master at or before
the annual communication of Grand Lodge. -

The Grand Master may annually appoint some suitable
and competent Brother as Grand Historian, who shall ren-
der such services as the Grand Master may direct from time
to time

The Grand Master shall fill by appointment any vacancy
occurring in the office of Grand Treasurer or Grand Secre-
tary, occasioned by death, removal from the Jurisdiction, or
incapacity of the officer to perform the duties incident to the
office, the said appointee to be installed and to serve until the
next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge with full
authority, rights, honors, and privileges normally pertain-
ing to the said office.

ArTicLE 32 He may grant dispensations to permit a
Lodge to confer more than five degrees at one communica-
tion; to permit a candidate to be advanced at a less interval
than one lunar month. to permit a Lodge to elect or install its
officers, or any of them, at some meeting subsequent to the
constituted period; to empower the members of any particu-
lar Lodge to elect a Master from the floor without his having
passed through the preparatory office of Warden. Provided,
There be no Warden, Past Warden, or Past Master in the
Lodge who is willing to serve

ARrTICLE33. He may grant his dispensation for the forma-
tion of new Lodges, but this dispensation shall remain in
force until the next annual communication of the Grand

Lodge.

ArTticLE 34. He may hold an Occasional Lodge, and make
Masons at sight, provided he does not, in such making,
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violate the landmarks of the Order, nor make any Mason who
has been rejected by any other Lodge, nor admit any candi-
date who is not in possession of all the necessary qualifica-
tions.

ArticLE 35. He may arrest the Warrant of any Lodge —
that is, he may suspend its work and forbid it from holding
communications — but such suspension shall not continue
longer than until the next annual communication of the
Grand Lodge, which body alone can revoke the Warrant of a
Lodge.

ARTICLE 36. He may suspend the Master of a Lodge from
the discharge of all his official functions until the next
annual communication of the Grand Lodge, but no longer.
But such suspension of a Master does not deprive him of his
good standing as a Master Mason.

ArTICLE 37. He has the prerogative of appointing, at his
installation, thirty District Deputy Grand Masters, the two
Senior Grand Deacons, the Grand Marshal, Grand Pursui-
vant, and Grand Tiler

ARTICLE 38 In the absence of the Grand Master from the
Grand Lodge, the Chair shall be taken by the Deputy Grand
Master; in his absence by the Grand Wardens, in order of
priority of rank; and in the absence of all these officers, by
the Master of the oldest Lodge on the registry of the Jurisdic-
tion. The same rule as to succession shall prevail in case of
the death, mental incapacity, or absence from the Jurisdic-
tion, of the Grand Master.

ARTICLE 39 If the Grand Master should abuse his power,
and render himself unworthy of the obedience and subjec-
tion of the Craft, it is competent for any Lodge in the
Jurisdiction to bring charges against him on the expiration
of his term of office; and he may be tried by the Grand Lodge
therefor, and if found guilty by a vote of two-thirds, he may
be punished in such Masonic penalty as the Grand Lodge
may delermine
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CHAPTER III.
Of the Deputy Grand Master

ARTICLE 40 In the absence of the Grand Master from the
Grand Lodge, or the Jurisdiction, the Deputy Grand Master
shall preside 1n his place, and perform such duties and
possess such authority as appertan to the Grand Master.

CHAPTER 1V.
Of the Grand Wardens

ARTICLE 41, In the absence of the Grand Master and
Deputy Grand Master, the Senior Grand Warden, or in his
absence, the Junior Grand Warden, shall preside with the
same authority as the Grand Master.

ARTICLE 42. At the installation of the Senior Grand War-
den, he shall appoint two Junior Grand Deacons, and the
Junior Grand Warden shall appoint two Grand Stewards

CHAPTER V.
Of the Grand Treasurer

ArtiCLE 43 The Grand Treasurer shall take charge of all
the funds, property, securities and vouchers of the Grand
Lodge Heshall, in accordance with instructions of the Com-
mission on Investments, and upon approval of the Grand
Master, invest all funds of Grand Lodge not needed for
current operations.

ArTmicLE 44 He shall pay all orders duly drawn under the
general regulations or special direction of the Grand Lodge.

ArricLE 45 He shall attend on the Grand Lodge, or its
Presiding Officer, when required, with the books and all
necessary documents relating to his office, and, when re-
quired, the meeting of any committee whose duty it may be
to act in relation to the fiscal concerns of the Grand Lodge

ARrtICLE 46. He shall report annually to the Grand Lodge
the amount of his receipts and expenditures, by items, and
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from whom received and to whom paid, and the amount of
securities in his hands for funds invested by the Grand
Lodge.

ArTiCcLE 47. He shall execute and file with the Grand
Master an official bond, with securities, to be approved by
the Grand Master, conditioned that he will pay or deliver, on
demand, to the Grand Lodge, or to his successor in office, all
funds and property of the Grand Lodge that shall come into
his hands as Grand Treasurer.

ARTICLE 48. He shall pay and deliver at the expiration of
his term of office to his successor, or such person as shall be
designated by the Grand Lodge, all moneys, securities, evi-
dences of debt, books, writings and property of the Grand
Lodge under his control, with all proper assignments when
necessary.

ARrTICLE 49. He may appoint a Master Mason as his as-
sistant, but such assistant shall not be considered by virtue
of his office a member of the Grand Lodge

ARTICLE 50. As a compensation for his services he shall
receive such sum as Grand Lodge shall provide

CHAPTER VI.
Of the Grand Secretary

ARrTICLE 51. The Grand Secretary shall keep a just and
fair record of all transactions of the Grand Lodge, and cause
a sufficient number of the proceedings of the annual commu-
nication to be published and distributed as soon thereafter
as is practicable, unless otherwise directed by the Grand
Lodge

ArTiCLES2. He shall register all initiates and members of
the Lodges returned to him for that purpose, with the partie-
ulars set forth in such return

ARrticLE 53. He shall receive, duly file and safely keep, all
papers and documents of the Grand Lodge He shall also
keep the seal of the Grand Lodge.

ARTICLE 54. He shall sign and certify all instruments

emanating from the Grand Lodge.
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ARTICLE 55. He shall receive all returns of Lodges and
payments of their dues, keep a proper account of the same,
and pay them over without delay to the Grand Treasurer

ArTICLE 56. He shall report annually to the Grand Lodge
the amount of moneys received by him, by items, and the
specific sources from which received; also the Lodges that
have neglected to render proper returns of their elections,
members and dues, and such general information as to the
state of the Lodges as may be proper for the information or
action of the Grand Lodge.

ArticLE 57. He shall conduct the correspondence of the
Grand Lodge, under the direction of the Grand Master, and
in a Masonic manner

ArTicLE 58. He shall attend, with all necessary writings
under his control, on all meetings of the Grand Lodge, and
also attend upon the Grand Master on Masonic business
when required

ARTICLE 59. He shall keep his office open for the transac-
tion of Masonic business for such length of time each day as
is the usual practice of business offices to be kept open,
except that his office may remain closed on Sundays and all
holidays usually observed in the State of South Carolina.

ArricLE60 He shall transmit copies of the proceedings of
the Grand Lodge to all the Subordinate Lodges, and to the
several Grand Lodges in correspondence with this Grand
Lodge, when such proceedings shall have been printed.

ARTICLE 61. He may appoint a Master Mason to be his
assistant, but such assistant shall not be a member of the
Grand Lodge by virtue of that appointment.

He may employ a stenographer to assist in the recording of
the minutes of Annual Grand Lodge Communication As
compensation for his services he shall receive such sum as
Grand Lodge shall provide

ARTICLE 62. As compensation for his services the Grand
Secretary shall receive such sum as Grand Lodge shall
provide.
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CHAPTER VII.
Of the Grand Chaplain

ArTICLE 63. The Grand Chaplain shall open and elose the
Grand Lodge with prayer, officiate at Masonic funerals
when invited by the Grand Master, and perform divine
service on St. John’s Day, or other public occasions, when
celebrated by the Grand Lodge

ARTICLE 64. The Grand Chaplain shall be considered a
member of the Grand Lodge during his term of office, and be
entitled to one vote. But after the expiration of the said term
his seat shall be vacated, unless he be otherwise qualified.

CHAPTER VIII
Of the Subordinate Officers

ArTicLE 65. The Grand Deacons shall attend the Grand
Master and Grand Wardens in the working of the Grand
Lodge, and perform such services as Masonic custom has
prescribed. The Senior Grand Deacons shall sit on the right
of the Grand Master, and carry purple rods. The Junior
Grand Deacons shall sit on the right of the Senior Grand
Warden, and carry blue rods

ARTICLE 66. The Grand Stewards shall provide and super-
intend refreshments for the Grand Lodge when such are
ordered. They shall sit on each side of the Junior Grand
Warden, and shall carry white rods.

ARTICLE67. The Grand Marshal shall proclaim the Grand
Officers at their installation, arrange all processions of the
Grand Lodge, and preserve order according to the form
prescribed. He shall sit on the left of the Grand Master in
front, and in processions shall wear a cocked hat and purple
sash, and carry a purple baton. He may appoint a Master
Mason to assist him in conducting Masonic processions.

ARTICLE 68. The Grand Pursuivant shall sit in front of the
Senior Grand Warden, and shall receive the reports of the
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Grand Tiler through the Junior Grand Deacon, and an-
nounce the name and Masonic title of all who desire admis-
sion. He shall see that none enter without wearing the
proper decorations, and perform such other duties as usually
appertain to the office

ARTICLE 69. The Grand Tiler shall guard the door of the
Grand Lodge on the outside, report to the Junior Grand
Deacon those who desire to be admitted, furnish them with
their appropriate Masonic clothing, and perform such other
duties as may be required of him by the Grand Lodge As
compensation for his services he shall receive such sum as
Grand Lodge shall provide

CHAPTER IX.

Of Clothing and Honors

ARTICLE 70 The clothing of the Grand Officers of the
Grand Lodge shall be white lambskin aprons trimmed 1in
purple and gold with the emblem of their office depicted upon
the front The clothing of the District Deputy Grand Masters
and Subordmate Officers of the Grand Lodge shall be white
lambskin aprons trimmed 1n purple The collars shall be pur-
ple velvet edged with gold or chain collars hned with purple
velvet. The Master and Wardens of Lodges, 1n attendance at
Grand Lodge, shall wear their appropnate collars, jewels,
and aprons. The jewels of the Grand Lodge officers shall be
of gold or gilt, and of the following devices:

Grand Master, a Compass extended on an Arc of 60 de-
grees Between the Compasses an All-seeing Eye within a
radiated Delta A Scroll suspended from the Arc.

Deputy Grand Master, the same, without the Scroll

Senior Grand Warden, a Level.

Junior Grand Warden, a Plumb.

Grand Treasurer, Crossed Keys

Grand Secretary, Crossed Pens

Grand Chaplain, a Bible

District Deputy Grand Master, Compasses attached at the
bottom to the Arcof a Circle, with a blazing sun in the center.
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Senior Grand Deacons, Square and Compasses, with Sun

in the center.

Junior Grand Deacons, Square and Compasses, with Moon
in the center.

Grand Marshal, a Baton.

Grand Pursuivant, a Sword.

Grand Stewards, a Cornucopia.

Grand Tiler, a Flaming Sword.

ArticLE 71, If a Grand Officer, or a Present or Past
Master, visits a Subordinate Lodge, the Presiding Officer
must receive him with the honors which are due to his rank.
The Grand Master, or Deputy Grand Master, must be re-
ceived at the door by the two Deacons, the Lodge standing,
and be conducted to the East. If it is an official visitation, the
Grand Honors must be given The Master must, in all cases,
present his gavel, which may or may not be assumed. The
other Grand Officers must be received by the Senior Deacon
at the door, the Lodge standing, and conduected to the East.
Masters and Past Masters are to be met in the center of the
room by the Senior Deacon and conducted to the East, but
the Lodge is not to be called up.

CHAPTER X
Of the Committee on Charity

Articles 72, 73 and 74 repealed December, 1919.

CHAPTER XI.
Of the Grand Lodge Properties Committee

ARrTiCcLE 75. The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and the
Grand Secretary shall constitute a Committee to be called
the Grand Lodge Properties Committee.

ARrTICLE 76 Of this committee the Grand Master and
Grand Secretary shall be ex officio Chairman and Secretary.

ARTICLE 77. It shall be the duty of this Committee to
provide for the needs of the Grand Lodge Building and keep
it in necessary repair

ARTICLES 78 and 79 repealed 1965
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ArTiCLE 80 They shall keep a record of their proceed-
ings, and make an annual report to the Grand Lodge
CHAPTER XII
Of the Funds of the Grand Lodge
ArTICLE 81. All stock shall be taken and held, and all
leases granted in the corporate name of the Grand Lodge,
and no stock shall be transferred but by wntten authority
from the Grand Master, under the seal of the Grand
Lodge, and countersigned by the Grand Secretary
CHAPTER XII
Of Fees
ArTICLE 82. The Lodges 1n this Jurisdiction shall pay
the following fees to the Grand Lodge

For every member, annually . . . . .$ 6.00
For every degree conferred R 1.00
For a Warrant of Constitution - e . . 100.00

The annual per capita fee, (currently $6.00) be increased to
account for inflation by 2 1/2% per year.

This inflation off set shall accumulate for a period of four years
(2001-2004) and then be rounded to the nearest 1/4 dollar before
first being assessed and collected by Grand Lodge in the year
2005. The last collection year of this inflation off set shali be the
year 2025 and the annual per capita fee assessed in 2025 shall
remain in effect until changed by some future Grand Lodge in
session.

No membership dues or fees for degrees shall be paid for min-
isters of God when not required of them by the Lodge.

That, in addition to the above fees, there shall be levied upon
each Lodge an annual per capita tax of $4.00 for the Board of
Masonic Relief.

The Secretary of each Lodge shall personally soheit from
every newly raised Master Mason a voluntary contribution
of five dollars ($5 00) for the Endowment Fund of the
George Washington Masonic National Memorial Associa-
tion.

Prouvided, That for the duration of any war in which the
United States shall be engaged, and for six months there-
after, the annual dues for any member serving in the armed
forces of the Nation, if rematted by his Lodge, shall not be
included in the caleulation of the amount of dues from the
Lodge to the Grand Lodge, or of the amount due for relief
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ARTICLE 83 The following are the mimimum fees to be
paid in cash for 1nitiating, passing and raising, but any

Lodge that desires is permitted to make a higher charge in
its By-Laws:

For the degree of Entered Apprentice ... ... $ 10.00
For the degree of Fellow Craft .. ... .. ... 10.00
For the degree of Master Mason .

Provided, That a Lodge may, by its Rules or By-Laws,
provide for and confer the degrees upon ministers of God for
a less sum, or without any fees.

CHAPTER XIV
Of the Subordinate Lodges

ArticLE 84. No Lodge of Free Masons can be legally con-
stituted in this State except by virtue of a warrant issued by
the Grand Lodge, nor exist longer than during the continu-
ance of such Warrant. But nothing herein said is intended to
interfere with the dispensing prerogative of the Grand
Master.

ArTicLE 85 Lodges working under the dispensation of
the Grand Master cannot elect or install officers, or make
By-Laws, but must be governed by the general rules and
regulations of the Order as laid down in the Ahiman Rezon
and the Constitution of the Grand Lodge.

ArricLE 86 NoLodge shall confer more than five degrees
1n one day, except by dispensation

ARrmicLE 87 No Lodge shall be permitted to give more
than one degree to the same candidate on the same day,
e¥cept by dispensation.

ARTICLE 88. No higher degree of Masonry can be con-
ferred on any candidate at a less interval than one lunar
month from the time of his receiving the preceding degree,
excepl by dispensation.

ARTICLE 89. No candidate can receive a higher degree
unless he is, before receiving 1t, unanimously elected thereto
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by the Lodge, nor until, by open examination in the Lodge, he
shall have exhibited suitable proficiency in the preceding
degree to the satisfaction of the Presiding Officer

ArTicLE 90. These Rules, from Article 86 to Article 89,
shall govern Lodges under dispensation as well as those
working under Warrant

ArTicLE 91 Warranted Lodges shall have the power of
making By-Laws for the government of their members, pro-
vided such By-Laws are consistent with the ancient Land-
marks, the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, and the laws of
the land; but such By-Laws, and every subsequent alteration
of them, shall be submitted to the examination and correc-
tion of the Grand Lodge, or the Grand Master and Grand
Secretary, when the Grand Lodge is not in session,and when
approved by the Grand Master, and attested by the Grand
Secretary, a copy of them shall be given to the Grand Secre-
tary to be deposited in the archives of the Grand Lodge; nor
shall they be operative until so approved; nor can any Lodge,
even by unanimous consent, suspend any of its By-Laws. See
Article 158

ArTICLE 92 No candidate can be initiated, passed or
raised, in any Lodge, nor any brother admitted a member
thereof, without the unanimous consent of all the members
then present If there be but one black ball, the Presiding
Officer shall order a second ballot, and if on that ballot one
black ball shall again appear, or if on the first ballot more
than one black ball appears, the candidate shall be declared
to be rejected as provided in Article 131.

ArTICLE 93 Any Candidate who has been rejected in any
Lodge under the provisions of Article 131 shall again be
balloted upon by the Lodge at its next regular communica-
tion upon the same petition and the same report of investiga-
tion, unless the candidate shall withdraw his petition. Any
subsequent application by such candidate must be by new
petition to the same Lodge, but to that only, which petition
shall be submitted to that same investigation and ballot asin
the case of an original application No candidate who has
been twice rejected for initiation, affiliation, reinstatement
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or advancement shall apply again until six months shall
have elapsed after such second rejection. Brethren rejected
on their application for affiliation may apply to any Lodge.

ARTICLE 94. On the rejection of any candidate, notice
shall be immediately given to the Grand Secretary, and
should the candidate be afterwards elected and admitted by
the same Lodge, notice shall be immediately given to the
Grand Secretary.

ARTICLE 95. When any person is expelled, suspended or
reinstated by a Lodge, immediate notice thereof shall be
given to the Grand Secretary, and the names of all such
persons shall be published in the annual proceedings of the
Grand Lodge But if any such person shall have appealed to
the Grand Lodge, then the Grand Secretary shall not trans-
mit such notice, but shall wait for the decision of the Grand
Lodge

ARTICLE 96. No person under suspension or expulsion
shall be admitted into any Lodge under this Jurisdiction

ArTICLE 97. No person whose petition for initiation has
been rejected by one Lodge shall be received into any other
Lodge under this Jurisdiction; nor shall any petition for
initiation be allowed to be withdrawn after it has been read
before the Lodge. Should it be ascertained before balloting
that the applicant is not of suitable age, or does not possess
the requisite physical qualifications, or qualifications as to
residence, his fee shall be returned to him, and the reason for
such return communicated to him, and such petition shall
not prevent his applying to the same or any other Lodge
thereafter.

ArTricLE 98. Every Lodge shall make its return up to the
first day of January of each year, and pay its dues to the
Grand Secretary, according to a form to be prepared by him
and sent to each Lodge Said returns and dues must be
transmitted to the Grand Secretary on or before the 1st day
of February of each year; the return to be completed, signed
and in balance as to membership and finances. As a penalty
on any Lodge failing to comply with this article, the Grand
Secretary shall add to and collect the sum of ten percent of
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the dues of such Lodge An additional ten percent penalty
shall be added for every 15 days, or part thereof, after
February 1 that the return is not 1n and correct.

ArTiCLE 99. Lodges which neglect to make their returns
and pay their dues for two consecutive years shall forfeit
their Warrants.

ArTiCLE 100. All the Lodges shall elect their officers an-
nually, at the regular communication on or preceding the
Festival of St. John the Evangelist. In the case of the death
of the Master and both Wardens, a dispensation may be
granted for holding a new election Vacancies, occasioned
by the death of or neglect to elect the other officers, may
also be filled by a new election under dispensation; but, if
the Master or one of the Wardens survive, no election can
be held for a Master or a Warden.

ARTICLE 101 No brother can be at the same time a
member of two Lodges, without a dispensation from the
Grand Master

ArTICLE 102. Any Lodge may receive as a member any
brother who has been a member of another Lodge who
files his application accompanied by

1 A demut, or

2 A certificate showing he has paid up his dues and is not

under charges and has resigned his membership, or

3 A certificate from the Grand Secretary that he was a

member in good standing of a Lodge, now defunct,
and has paid all dues 1n arrears, or

4. A certificate from the Grand Secretary that he had

been erased from the rolls of a Lodge, now defunct,
for non-payment of dues and had paid all dues in ar-
rears, ot

5. A certificate from the Grand Secretary of another Ju-

nsdiction that he is a Master Mason and was a mem-
ber 1n good standing of a defunct Lodge when its char-
ter was revoked and that in such jurisdiction such
certificate had the full force and effect of a demut.

ArTICLE 103. Every Lodge must assemble for work at
least once 1n each month, except by dispensation from the
Grand Master But dunng the months of July, August and
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September, the meetings may be suspended without any
dispensation for that purpose

ArTICLE 104. All dues to subordinate Lodges shall be
payable annually 1n advance on December 31. Any
brother failing to pay said dues on or before the following
October 31 shall stand automatically erased from the roll
Thereafter, should the brother so erased pay said dues, or
should the same be remitted by the Lodge, on or before
the following December 31, he shall become automatically
reinstated as of October 31 preceding

Any Master Mason who has been in continuous or accu-
mulative membership for a period of forty (40) years or
more shall be exempt from the payment of Grand Lodge
dues provided he is exempted from the payment of dues
by his Lodge.

ArTICLE 105. No resident of this state shall be permitted
to take his degrees in any Lodge under this Junsdiction, un-
Jess 1t be in the Lodge nearest his usual place of residence,
except in towns or cities having more than one Lodge, 1n
which case the Lodges in such town or city shall have ex-
clusive concurrent territonal jurisdiction within said town
or city, but any Lodge may confer the degrees, as a matter
of courtesy, for the Lodge whose material the candidate is;
in which case the candidate must be elected to all the de-
grees by the Lodge to which he as material belongs and the
fees belong to the ornginal Lodge unless waived by it. Pro-
vided, The Grand Lodge may include as a part of any city,
as the term 1s used m this paragraph above, such adjacent
area outside the city limuts as it shall decide is practically a
part of the aity or metropolitan area Provided, further, All
Lodges affected shall have thirty days or more prior notice
of any proposed change hereunder. Provided, further, that
with the consent of all the Lodges in any Masonc District
the Grand Master is authonzed to declare that concurrent
Junsdiction shall thereafter exist in such district.

ArTICLE 106. No lodge shall initiate, pass, or raise any
candidate who has not resided in the State for twelve
months, and within the junsdiction of the Lodge applhed to
for six months immediately preceding his application; or in
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the case of Mariners, they must have sailed out of some port
in the State for the same period of time.

ArticLE 107. Allballoting for candidates must take place
in the third degree, and at a regular communication.

ARTICLE 108 An Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft
whose application for advancement has been rejected by the
Lodge in which he is initiated or passed, may renew his
application in the same Lodge, but to that Lodge only, at any
subsequent regular communication of the Lodge; provided
that a candidate who has been twice rejected shall not apply
again for advancement until six months shall have elapsed
since such second rejection

ArTICLE 109 An Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft
may be tried and suspended, expelled or otherwise Ma-
sonically punished for any offense committed by him.

ARTICLE 110 The right of appeal is an inherent right
belonging to every Mason, and the Grand Lodge is the Appel-
late Body to whom the appeal is to be made, whether it be an
appeal from the decision of the Lodge, or from the decision of
the Master, but nothing in this Constitution shall be con-
strued to prevent any Lodge, or Mason, during the recess of
the Grand Lodge, from invoking the action and order of the
Grand Master for the protection or maintenance of any
Masonic right, until such time as the Grand Lodge may actn
the premises, and the actions and orders of the Grand Mas-
ter shall be of force therein until set aside or modified by the
Grand Lodge; and in such cases the Grand Master may act in
such manner and upon such notice to the parties in interest
as he may deem just. The Grand Master shall report all such
actions and orders to the Grand Lodge at its next annual
communication {The design of this article is to afford tem-
porary relief or aid when necessary, until such time as other
and final action may be had.)

ARTicLE 111 Every candidate for initiation in this juris-
diction must be without maim or defect that may render him
ncapable of learning and demonstrating the moral teach-
mgs and the secret work and practices of Masonry. In the
demonstration of secret work artificial limbs may be used.
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ArTicLE 112. The practice of duellng is repugnant to the
principles of Free Masonry; and in all cases where two
brethren resort to this mode of settling their disputes, it
becomes the duty of the Grand Lodge or Lodges of which
they are members, to expel them from the rights and priv-
ileges of Masonry, subject, as usual, to the confirmation of
the Grand Lodge.

ArTicLE 113. No person who cannot read and write shall
be initiated, passed or raised in any Lodge in this Jurisdic-
tion. (See Article 130.)

ARTICLE 114 No visitor can be admitted into any Lodge
in this Jurisdiction without a previous examination, unless
he can be vouched for by a brother who has sat with him in
open Lodge, or if the vouchment be made in consequence of
private examination, unless the brother so vouching be
known to the Presiding Officer as a skillful and experienced
Mason, and unless it be stated that previous to the said
private examination all the requirements of this Lodge, in
relation to certificates, etc, have been fully complied with.

ARTICLE 115 The officers of every Lodge shall consist of
a Master, Senior and Junior Warden, Treasurer, Secretary,
Senior and Junior Deacon, two Stewards and a Tiler

ARTICLE 116 The first five officers shall be elected by
ballot, and by a majority of the votes present, for twelve
months, at the regular communication on or preceding the
Festival of St John the Evangelist, and shall be installed on
or before the said festival, on which festival they shall
assume the duties and prerogatives of their respective of-
fices But every officer shall hold his office until his suc-
cessor shall have been installed

ARTICLE 117. On the night of the installation the Wor-
shipful Master-elect shall appoint the Senior Deacon and
Tiler; the Senior Warden shall appoint the Junior Deacon
and the Junior Warden shall appoint the two Stewards.

ArticLE 118. The Worshipful Master-elect shall also, on
the night of the installation, appoint a committee of three to
examine the Treasurer’s and Secretary’s books, who shall
report at a stated communication prior to March 1st, using
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the form provided by the Grand Lodge. A copy of the report
shall be sent to the Grand Secretary immediately after it has
been made to the Lodge, but not later than April 1st.

Failure to comply with the provisions of this Article shall
automatically cancel the Surety Bond carried by the Grand
Lodge on the Treasurer and Secretary of such Lodge, and the
Grand Secretary shall officially notify the Lodge of the
cancellation of its bond.

CHAPTER XV.
Of the Worshipful Master of a Lodge

ARrTicLE 119. The Worshipful Master shall preside at all
times when present He shall have charge of the Warrant of
Constitution, Jewels and Furniture. He shall be empowered
to convene the Lodge on any emergency which in his judge-
ment shall require the same. He shall see that the Rules and
Regulations of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of
South Carolina, as well as the By-Laws of his Lodge, be
strictly obeyed; that his officers perform their duties
faithfully, that the annual returns be made, and dues punc-
tually paid to the Grand Lodge He shall appeint all commit-
tees, and be ex officio Chairman of the same, when he shall
think proper to attend.

ARTICLE 120 On all questions where the votes of the
Lodges are equally divided the Master shall be entitled to the
casting vote, in addition to his vote as a member.

ArTicLE 121. There can be no appeal from the decision of
the Master, except to the Grand Lodge.

CHAPTER XVI
Of the Wardens of a Lodge

ArTicLE 122. It shall be the duties of the Wardens to
assist the Worshipful Master in the government of the
Lodge, and in his absence to preside according to seniority,
unless through courtesy they relinquish the right of presid-
ing to a Past Master present. In the absence of all three of the
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warrant officers the Lodge cannot open unless the Grand
Master, on account of the death, disability, or removal from
the jurisdiction of the warrant officers, shall have ap-
pointed some member of the Lodge to serve as Acting Mas-
ter, whose authority shall continue until the return of some
one of the warrant officers, or until the expiration of the
term of the Master and if the Worshipful Master be absent,
the Wardens, according to semority, or a Past Master of the
Lodge according to semiority if neither Warden 1s present,
shall be empowered to convene the Lodge for the sole pur-
pose of holding a Memonal Service or Bunal Service

CHAPTER XVII.
Of the Treasurer of a Lodge

ARTICLE 123. The Treasurer shall keep an exact account
of all the funds of the Lodge, and all script and certificates
of stock, and all titles of property belonging to the Lodge
He shall pay all orders signed by the Worshipful Master
and countersigned by the Secretary, and those drawn on
him by the Committee of Charity; he shall report the state
of the funds at the regular meetings in June and Decem-
ber 1n each year. He shall submit his books to inspection
whenever required by the Worshipful Master of the
Lodge For the faithful performance of his duties he shall
receive such compensation as the Lodge may determine.

CHAPTER XVIII
Of the Secretary of a Lodge

ARTICLE 124 The Secretary shall 1ssue all summonses for
stated communications, and for extra commumcations,
when required by the Presmding Officer He shall keep a
record of all the proceedings of the Lodge, which may be
commutted to papet, and msert the names of the members
He shall receive all moneys due to the Lodge, keep proper
accounts thereof, and forthwith pay them over to the Trea-
surer, taking his receipt for the same He shall report the
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members in arrears at the June and December communica-
tions1in eachyear. He shall make out the annual return to the
Grand Lodge, having it signed by the Presiding Officer He
shall have his minutes copied in the journal and ready for
examination at the regular communication previous to St.
John the Evangelist’s day, in each year. For the faithful
performance of his duties he shall receive such compensation
as the Lodge may determine.

CHAPTER XIX.
Of the Deacons of a Lodge

ARTICLE 125 The Senior and Junior Deacons shall per-
form all the duties appertaining to their respective offices,
under the direction of the Master and Wardens.

CHAPTER XX
Of the Stewards of a Lodge

ARTIiCLE 126 The Stewards shall, under the direction of
the Junior Warden, prepare and superintend the banquet in
the hours of refreshment. They shall also be entrusted with
the preparation of candidates and the examination of
visitors

CHAPTER XXI.
Of the Tiler of a Lodge

ARrTicLE 127 The Tiler of a Lodge must be a worthy
Master Mason. It shall be his duty to serve all summonses
delivered to him by the Secretary, to prepare the room for
the communication of the Lodge, and carefully to collect and
replace the Jewels and Furniture after the Lodge 1s closed.
For the faithful performance of his duties he shall receive
such compensation as the Lodge may determine.
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CHAPTER XXII
Of the Standing Committees of a Lodge

ARTICLE 128. The Worshipful Master, Wardens, Trea-
surer and Secretary shall be the Standing Committee on
Funds, whose duty it shall be to make sale or commutation of
stock or other property of the Lodge, also to invest such cash
as may be from time to time, in the hands of the Treasurer,
and which they may be directed to invest, in such stock or
other property, and on such terms as may be determined bya
majority of the committee.

ARTICLE 129. A Committee of Charity, to consist of three
members, shall be annually appointed by every Lodge at the
regular communication in January, to whom may be re-
ferred all applications for relief during the recess of the
Lodge A Majority of the committee shall have the power to
draw on the Treasurer for such an amount as the By-Laws of
the Lodge may determine.

CHAPTER XXIII.
Of Initiation in a Lodge

ARTICLE 130 Any person wishing to be initiated into the
mysteries of Free Masonry in any Lodge in this Jurisdiction
must apply ata regular communication by petition, which he
shall fill out in his own handwriting and sign with his full
name, recommended by two members and enclosing not less
than ten dollars, upon which a committee of three shall be
appointed to inquire into his qualifications and 1o report at
the next stated Communication, which report shall be unan-
1mous, as one dissenting voice will make the report
unfavorable

ARrTicLE 131 Should the report of the committee be fa-
vorable, he may be balloted for, and, if unanimously elected,
he shall receive the degrees conferred by the Lodge on his
paying the established fees; but should one dissenting ball
appear, the ballot shall be repeated, and if one black ball
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shall then appear, or if on the first ballot more than cne
black ball appears, the candidate shall be declared to be
rejected The candidate shall again be balloted upen by
the Lodge at its next regular commumcation upon the
same petition and the same report of mvestigation, unless
the candidate shall withdraw his petition. If rejected a
second time, the money submitted with his petition shall
be returned to him. But the rejected candidate may reap-
ply under and subject to the provisions of Article 93.

ARTICLE 132. The same prinaiples and regulations as to
petition, investigation and unammeous ballot, shall govern
the application of brethren for membership.

ArTIcLE 133. Should a candidate neglect to attend for
mutration, passing or raising, at the end of three months the
money in his petition shall be forfeited to the Lodge, unless
the Lodge determines that such neglect is excusable; and 1n
case of passing and raising a new ballot shall be ordered, 1f
the Lodge desires.

ArTICLE 134. Except for Lodges having concurrent juris-
diction, no Lodge may confer any degree upon any person
whose place of residence shall be nearer to any other Lodge
m operation within the State. Any Lodge may confer degrees
as a courtesy to the Lodge having jurisciction of the candi-
date Any Lodge that shall illegally confer such degrees shall
pay over, on demand, to the Lodge nearest the candidate’s
residence double the amount received by 1t for conferring
such degrees.

CHAPTER XXIV.
Of Lafe and Honorary Members

ARrTICLE 135 Each Subordinate Lodge may determine to
have life members Each member of such Subordinate Lodge
shall have the privilege of becomng a life member upon his
paymg to the Lodge such sum as the Lodge may fix' Provided,
Such sum be not less than ten times the amount of the annu-
al dues to said Lodge: The Grand Lodge may establish a per-
petual life membership through a dues endowment fund, such
membership to be available to all members of any Subordinate
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Lodge which elects by resolution to approve participation of its
members 1n such plan. Such action by a Subordinate Lodge
shall not invalidate any hfe membership theretofore granted
by such Subordinate Lodge under the former language of this
Article but shall prevent making any life membership after
December 31, 1997, except in compliance with this Article.

Provided, that any Lodge may elect one a ife member, upon
its own motion and at its expense, as a reward for emment
Masonic service, but no life member is exempted from being
expelled, suspended or subjected to other Masonic discipline,
for cause shown,

Article 136. Any Lodge may, as a reward for emunent
Masonic service, confer the title of honorary membership on
any Master Mason who 18 regularly affihated in some other
Lodge; but such honorary membership shall not confer any
privileges of active membership on such brother, nor shall the
Lodge be required to pay any dues for him to the Grand Lodge.

CHAPTER XXV.
Of Demission From a Lodge

ARTICLE 137. Any member of a Lodge 1n this Jurisdic-
tion who is in good standing and not under charges may
be permitted to demit, upon giving written notice of s
ntention to the Lodge, requesting the said demt, and
paymg up his arrears n full.

CHAPTER XXVI.
Of Trials 1n a Lodge

ArricLE 138 All charges must be made 1n writing, signed
by the accuser, delivered to the Secretary, and read by him
at the next regular communication of the Lodge. The ac-
cused shall then be presented with an attested copy of the
charges, and he shall, at the same time, be informed of
the time and place appointed by the Lodge for the trial.

ArTICLE 139. If the accused is living beyond the jurisdic-
tion of the Lodge, the charge shall be communicated to him
by letter by certified or registered U S. Mail, return receipt
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requested, and a reasonable time be allowed for s answer
before the Lodge proceeds to tral

ARrTICLE 140 The tnial shall commence at a regular com-
munication of the Lodge, but may be continued at special
communications convened for that purpose.

ARrTICLE 141 The Lodge shall be opened on the highest de-
gree which the accused has attamned, and the examinations
take place 1n the presence of the accused and the accuser, 1f

they desire it; but the final decision shall always be made in
the third degree

ARTICLE 142 No visitors shall be admitted on such occa-
sions. When all the officers and Past Masters of a Lodge are
disqualified to preside at a trial, the Grand Master may
designate some District Deputy Grand Master to preside.

ARrricLe 143. The evidence of profanes, or brethren of an
inferior degree, must be taken by a committee and reported
to the Lodge. The accused and accuser shall have the right to
be present at said examination.

ARrTICLE 144 The evidence of all Master Masons must be
taken on their honor as Master Masons, that of others by
oath or affirmation

ARTICLE 145 When the trial is concluded, the accused
and accuser and all who are of counsel (except the Junior
Warden) shall retire, and the Worshipful Master shall put
the question of guilty or not guilty to the Lodge The question
shall be decided by ballot, and if two-thirds of the balls are
black, the accused shall be declared guilty Every member
present is bound to vote, unless excused by unanimous
permission

ARtICLE 146 If the verdict be guilty, the Worshipful
Master shall then put the question as to the punishment,
beginning with expulston and going on, if necessary, to indef-
inite suspension, and public and private reprimand For
expulsion, or suspension, the vote must be by two-thirds of
those present, but for reprimand a majority will be suffici-
ent The ballot on the nature of punishment must be taken by
show of hands.
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ARTICLE 147. If the residence of the accused is not known,
or if he refuses or neglects to attend, the Lodge may nev-
ertheless proceed to the trial without his presence — a
reasonable time in the former case being allowed for the
necessary search for him

ARTICLE 147-A. After the accused shall have pleaded to
charge or charges against him, the Master of a Lodge, or a
majority of a Lodge, may request that a trial be conducted by

a Trial Commassion. The Worshipful Master shall immedi-
ately give notice to the Grand Master of the request. There-
upon it shall be the duty of the Grand Master to appoint five
(5) Past Masters of other Lodges to serve as the Trial Com-
massion in the case, one of whom the Grand Master shall
designate as Chairman, who shall perform the duties gener-
ally incumbent upon the Worshipful Master in cases of trial
in open Lodge. The trial shall then be conducted under the
law pertaining to trials in open Lodge, except as hereinafter
set forth. The Commussion shall select its own Secretary,
may summon witnesses, fix the time and place and make all
other necessary arrangements for the proper conduct of the
trial It shall determine, voting by secret ballot and four
members concurring to convict, the guilt or innocence of the
accused, and, if the accused be found guilty, fix the penalty,
and promptly deliver a full and complete report of 1ts action
in the case, together with a transeript of all testimony heard
and proceedings had therein, to the Grand Master Provided,
that inall cases, the accused, or the accuser, may exercise the
right of appeal to the Grand Lodge. The expenses incident to
trial by the Commassion shall be paid upon the order of the
Grand Master.

CHAPTER XXVIL
Of Rules of Order in a Lodge

ARTICLE 148 When the Presiding Officer takes the
Chair, every officer and member shall immediately take his
place, and observe strict order and decorum.

ARTICLE 149 No member shall speak until he first rise,
and respectfully address the Presiding Officer; nor shall he
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speak more than twice on any subject, unless he explain or by
permission from the Chaijr.

ArTICLE 150. All questions of order shall be decided by
the Presiding Officer, without appeal to the Lodge.

ArticLE 151 All questions before the Lodge, not other-
wise particularly defined, shall be decided by a majority of
the Lodge

ARTICLE 152. No person shall be permitted to leave the
room during the session of the Lodge but by permission of
the Presiding Officer.

ARrTICLE 153. Noofficer shall leave hisseat, exceptit bein
the discharge of his official duties.

ARTICLE 154. No brother shall move from his place, nor
shall any member or visitor be permitted to enter, at any
time during the opening or closing of the Lodge, the reading
of the minutes, at the time of preparing a candidate or while
conferring a degree, unless with permission of the Chair.

ArTiCLE 155. If any member or visitor shall be guilty of
indecorum during the session of the Lodge, the Worshipful
Master may, at his discretion, reprimand or exclude him, for
that communication, from the Lodge.

ArRTiICcLE 156. Repealed 1934.

ARrTiCLE 157. The Constitution of the Grand Lodge, and
the Landmarks of the Order, as set forth in the Ahiman
Rezon, shall be the governing principle of every Lodge, and
shall be referred to in all cases of doubt. In all decisions of the
Lodge, appeals may be made to the Grand Lodge; but, until
the opinion of the latter is made known, the decision of the
former is held valid.

ArTICLE 158. No additions, alterations or amendments,
can be made to the By-Laws of any Lodge, unless first
presented in writing, to the Chair, then read at three stated
communications, and approved by three-fourths of the mem-
bers present, nor can a Lodge suspend any of its By-Laws
even by unanimous consent. (See Article 91.)
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CHAPTER XXVIII.
Of Warrants of Constitution

ArTICLE 159. No Warrant of Constitution shall be
granted for establishing a new Lodge but on the petition of
seven Master Masons of this Jurisdiction, and on the recom-
mendation of the nearest Lodge If a dispensation for open-
ing a Lodge has been granted by the Grand Master during
the recess of the Grand Lodge, the petition for the dispensa-
tion, if it be signed by seven Master Masons of this Jurisdic-
tion, and recommended by the nearest Lodge, will be deemed
and accepted by the Grand Lodge at its next communication
as a petition for a Warrant.

ArTiCLE 160. No Warrant shall be granted to any new
Lodge unless it produces to the Grand Lodge the certificate
of the Master of the nearest Lodge, or the District Deputy
Grand Master of the district in which said Lodge is to be
chartered, that the hall which it is about to occupy is secure
and suitable for Masonic purposes.

ARTICLE 161. When a Warrant is granted for constituting
anew Lodge, and it is inconvenient for the Grand Master to
attend the constitution and installation in person, he shall
1ssue a written instrument, to be signed by him and counter-
signed by the Grand Secretary, under the seal of the Grand
Lodge, to some worthy Master or Past Master of a Lodge,
empowering him to constitute the petitioners and install
their officers elect when congregated for that purpose. But
the Masters and Wardens so installed must be the same that
are named and designated in the Warrant of Constitution.

CHAPTER XXIX
Of Extinct Lodges

ARTICLE 162. Any Lodge which shall cease to meet for
twelve months shall be deemed extinct, and shall forfeit its
Warrant.
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ArTicLE 163. The Grand Lodge takes possession of the
Warrant of Constitution of an Extinct Lodge, or one whose
Warrant has been revoked, as a matter of right; but the funds,
jewels, other movable property 1t takes only m trust for safe-
keeping and administering the same for a period of ten years;
and should the said Lodge be revived within ten years, all
funds and movable property will be restored to such Lodge
with the detention of so much as the said Lodge was in arrears
to the Grand Lodge at the time of its extinction, and rem-
bursement for the actual costs of administering such trust
property Title to any real estate owned by such Lodge shall
be vested 1n the Grand Lodge and may be disposed of by the
Finance Committee as Grand Lodge may determine and that
all net proceeds therefrom be added to the other assets that
are held in trust Provided, that should the Lodge not be
revived within ten years, then all property and assets shall
become the absolute property of the Grand Lodge and may
be disposed of as the Grand Lodge shall determine.

ARTICLE 164 No Lodge 1s permatted to make a distnbution
of 1ts funds preparatory to surrendering 1ts Warrant, as the
said funds revert to the Grand Lodge, to be held mn trust as
provided 1n Article 163

CHAPTER XXX.
Of Unaffiliated Masons

ARTICLE 165. Masons in this Jurisdiction are strictly for-
bidden to hold Masonic Communication with any unaffili-
ated Mason.

ArTicLE 166. Unaffiliated Masons shall not be entitled to
receive relief for themselves or their families from any
Lodge in this Jurisdiction, they shall not be permitted to
visit any Lodge, except once for the sole purpose of affilia-
tion, nor to participate in the festivals or processions of the
Order, nor be buried with Masonic honors
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CHAPTER XXXI.
Of Masonic Certificates

ARrTICLE 167 The presentation of a certificate or of a
current receipt for dues card is required by this Grand
Lodge, simply as a testimony of good standing, preparatory
to an examination, and, therefore, where the party can fur-
msh other suffficient evidence of his Masonic standing, and
assign a satisfactory reason for his being without a certifi-
cate, the Lodge which he proposes to visit may proceed to his
examination.

ARrTICLE 168 No brother shall be entitled to a Masonic
certificate unless he has received the degree of Master Ma-
son in a Lodge under this Jurisdiction, or is a member of such
Lodge. Such certificate shall be signed by the Master of the
Lodge, before the Grand Secretary affixes the seal of the
Grand Lodge, unless it be delivered by the latter officer to
the Master of the Lodge.

ARTICLE 169. The certificate shall be signed by the Grand
Secretary, and sealed with the seal of the Grand Lodge.

CHAPTER XXXII
Of the Festivals

ARTICLE 170 The Festivals of St John the Baptist, on the
24th of June, and of St. John the Evangelist, on the 27th of
December, are recognized as the Festivals of the patron
Saints of Free Masonry, and it is recommended to every
Lodge, annually, to celebrate one or both in such way as will
be most conducive to 1ts advantage and the honor and benefit
of the institution.

CHAPTER XXXIII
Of Interpretation of the Law

ArTicLE 171. Upon any subject that may come before the
Grand Lodge, or any Subordinate Lodge, and upon which the
foregoing Constitution is silent, reference shall be had to the
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Ahvman Rezon, as currently revised, which is established as
a book of Constitutions for the Masonic Jurisdiction of The
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina.

CHAPTER XXXIV
Of Alterations of the Constitution

ARTICLE 172, No alteration or addition for this Constitu-
tion can be made unless it shall have been proposed in
writing in Grand Lodge, at its annual communication, laid
over to the next communication, and then, if the represen-
tatives of one-third of the Lodges entitled to representation
be present, and two-thirds of the vote concur, it shall be
adopted. Prouvided, also, That if one-third of the Lodges
entitled to representation be represented, any clause or
clauses may be suspended for a part, or the whole, of any one
communication, by unanimous consent.

CHAPTER XXXV
Of Masonic Districts and District Deputy Grand Masters

ArticLE 173. The Subordinate Lodges under this Juris-
diction shall be comprised within thirty Masonic Districts of
contiguous territory, to be divided by the Most Worshipful
Grand Master, who may rearrange the same at any annual
communication of the Grand Lodge

ARTICLE 174. The Grand Lodge may, at any annual com-
nwnication, subdivide or change the said Masomic Districts,
as apportioned by the Grand Master.

ARTICLE 175 At each annual communication it shall be
the duty of the Grand Master to appoint for each Masonic
District a District Deputy Grand Master, whose style shall
be Right Worshipful, who shall hold his office at the pleasure
of the Grand Master, and who shall receive a Warrant of his
appointment, duly signed and attested, under the seal of the
Grand Lodge.

ArTicLE 176. Every person appointed a District Deputy
Grand Master shall be a Master or Past Master, and a
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member in good standing of some Lodge in the District for
which he is appointed, and shall be well skilled in the stan-
dard work of the first three degrees in Masonry, and in the
customs and usages of the Craft.

ArTiCLE 177. It shall be the duty of the Grand Secretary,
immediately after the appointment of any District Deputy
Grand Master, to notify each of the Lodges in that District of
the appointment, and shall also furnish each person so ap-
pointed with a list of the Lodges 1n his district.

ArTicLE 178. The Grand Master shall have power to fill
vacancies in the office of District Deputy Grand Master, that
may from any cause occur in any district.

ArTicLE179. Every District Deputy Grand Master during
the term of his appointment and no longer, shall be by virtue
of his office, a member of the Grand Lodge, and have one vote
therein, and shall receive the same compensation for alten-
dance as representatives of Lodges from the funds of the
Grand Lodge.

ArTICLE 180. Each District Deputy Grand Master shall
have power, and 1t shall be his duly, when instructed by the
Grand Master —

1. To appoint Commissioners who shall have attained
the rank of Master or Past Master, and shall be selected
from at least three Lodges, not interested in the matter,
and most convenient to the parties concerned, not more
than seven nor less than three, to hear and determine
any controversy that shall arise 1n his district between
Lodges, or between a Lodge and its Master, or between a
Lodge and a member, or members of another Lodge, or
members of different Lodges, in the manner hereinafter
provided, except where the Grand Lodge is a party.

2. To receive the testimony and proceedings of any
controversy from said Commissioners, and report their
decision to the Grand Master for his approval; and if
approved by him, said decision shall be final, unless an
appeal be taken therefrom to the Grand Lodge, in which
case, said District Deputy Grand Master shall give
notice to the Grand Secretary of the same, and transmit
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to him the proceedings and testimony received from the
Commissioners, that the same may be laid before the
Grand Lodge, if required.

3. To visit every Lodge in his district, at a stated or
called meeting thereof, at least once during his term, if
practicable, of which visit he shall give such Lodge due
notice.

4. To preside in each Lodge visited after it is opened
and he is introduced, to examine its books and records,
and see if they are properly kept; to inform himself of
the number of members, and the punctuality of their
attendance; to ascertain the condition of the Lodge in all
respects; to point out any errors he may discover in their
conduct or mode of working; and when duly authorized
by the Grand Master, after satisfactory evidence of his
qualification, to exemplify the work and lectures, and
give instructions in matters pertaining to the Constitu-
tion, Rules and Regulations of the Order; and especially
shall it be the duty of the District Deputy Grand Master
to recommend attention to the moral and benevolent
principles of Masonry; and if he discover in any Lodge,
or elsewhere 1 his district, any error or evil, to en-
deavor, immediately, to arrest the same by Masonic
means, and, if he judge it expedient, may specially re-
port the same to the Grand Master.

5. To report in writing, annually, the condition of
each Lodge in his district, so far as is proper to be done,
and transmit the same to the Grand Master, by the 15th
of January of each year

6. To perform such other services and execute duties
as he may be deputed or instructed to do by the Grand
Master or Grand Lodge.

ArTicLE 181. Repealed 1984.
ARTICLE 182. Repealed 1984,
ARTICLE 183 Repealed 1984.
ARTICLE 184 Repealed 1984.

MASONIC CODE

of
SOUTH CAROLINA



FIRST PART
General Laws of the Grand Lodge

CHAPTER L
Of Organization of Grand Lodge, Powers, Etc.

Skcrion 1. Jurisdiction.—The territorial jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina is coextensive
with the geographical boundaries of the State-

Skc. 2. Powers, Etc.—The power and authority of
the Grand Lodge of South Carolina is expressed and
defined in Articles 10 and 11 of the Constitution,

Sgc. 3. Laws.~The laws of this Grand Jurisdictior
are

1st.—The Written Law.
2d.—The Unwritten Law.

SEc. 4, Written Law.—The written law of the Juris-
diction consists of the Constitution, Edicts and the
enactments of the Grand Lodge, as expressed in the
Constitution, and in this Code, and its subsequent enaci-
ments as published by its authority.

Sec. 5. Unwritten Law.—The unwritten law of the
Jurisdiction consists of the time-honored customs and
usages of Ancient Freemasonry of general recognition
as they are found in the traditional and historic records
of Freemasonry, and adapted to the conditions and
time in which we live, together with such rules for
application as will perpetuate its integrity and useful-
ness, and are not repugnant to its written laws,

SEc. 6. Written Law All in Code.—While the written
law of the Jurisdiction is to be found only in the Constitution
and in this Code and in subsequent enactments of the Grand

339
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Lodge, it 1s not to be undersiood that rules of Law heretofore
expressed by Grand Lodge enactment may not have force as
unwritten law, if comprehended within the definition given.
The purpose is to render the written law more accessible to
the Craft for practical use, by limiting the scope of its record,
and specifying where it is to be found. In other words, the
design of this Code, as to previous Grand Lodge enaciments
not embraced herein, is to destroy their force and effect as
written law, and repeal them for all purposes wherein they
are repugnant to its provisions.

Sec. 7. Code, and When It Takes Effect.—These
laws, when compiied and published, shall be designated
the “Masonic Cong oF Sourm CaroLiNA,” and shall be
divided into chapters and sections, each to be num-
bered consecutively from one (1) to the highest num-
ber given. And for purposes of reference and citation
it may be known as the “Code,” adding as it may be
necessary the section ; and all amendments hereto, when
offered in Grand Lodge, shall specify the section of the
Code, according to the intent; and if to add new chap-
ters or sections, it shall so state, and number the same,
The intention being, not only that the enactments at
the time of adopting the Code, but all subsequent enact-
ments as written law, shall be embraced herein; and
the provisions of this Code shall take effect and be of
force from and after the 15th day of December, 1897.

Sec. 8. Amendments.—All proposed amendments to
this Code must be in writing, presented to the Grand
Lodge. and by it referred to the Commiitee on Juris-
prudence, which shall report thereon before the close
of the second day of the communication; and no final
action shall be taken on any proposed amendment until
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it has been so referred and opportunity afforded for
said committee to report thereon.

Sec. 9. Same—How Proposed and Adopted.—
Amendments to this Code may be made by a majority
vote of the Lodges represented at the communication
and the permanent members entitled to votes voting.
Propositions to amend any section of the Code shall not
be to strike therefrom, nor add thereto, but the propo-
sition shall contain the section rewritten to express the
law as mtended, and shall be a substitute for the section
amended.

Sec. 10. Decisions of Grand Master.—The Grand
Master may, m his discretion, in his annual address,
report to the Grand Lodge decisions upon Masomic law
made by him during its recess. If approved by the
Grand Lodge, they do not have the force and effect of
written law, nor are they binding as correct expressions
of the unwritten law. They are to have the effect of
an approval of the act of the Grand Master in the par-
ticular instance and are of value only as an opinion
formed upon an ex parte statement without an issue
submitted in a proceeding requiring judicial determina-
tion.,

Sec 11. Recommendations Not Law.—A recommenda-
tion of the Grand Master in his address as to changes in,
alterations of, or additions to, the law, although concurred in
by the Grand Lodge in its actions thereon, or on the report of
a committee to which it has been referred, shall not be of
force or effect as law merely by reason of such action, but to
render it alegal enactment it must be presented to the Grand
Lodge in writing, independent of such address or report, and
then be referred and adopted as by law provided. It is the
intention that in no case shall the adoption of a report have
the effect of enacting or changing a provision of the Code.



342 CopE oF THE (Graxp LODGE.

(Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent a
committee from accompanying its report with a draf.t. for a
change in the law, in accordance with a recommendation or
otherwise, or from making recommendations or staten‘lerfts
as to such draft; but the action of the Grand Lodge in its
enactments must be independent of its action on the report.)

Skc. 12. Actions on Appeal.—Cases reported by the
Committee on Appeals and Grievances, coming to the
Crand Lodge on appeal under the forms of law, are
proper judicial proceedings, and the action of the
Crand Lodge upon their report touching the legal ques-
tions involved are judicial in their nature and are to be
considered as correct interpretations of existing laws,
whether written or unwritten. But such action by t'he
Grand Lodge must in no sense be considered as legis-
lative, or as the making of law.

Sec. 13. Suspension of Law.—By unanimous consent,
provided one-third of the Lodges entitled to represen-
tation be represented any clause or clauses of the Con-
stitution, or of this Code, may be suspended for a part
or the whole of any one communication.

Sec. 14. Rules of Order of the M. W. Grand Lodge.

1. At the hour appointed, and when the Grand Master
shall take his seal, at the sound of the gavel, the members
shall take their seats and observe a respectful silence. Tl'.le
Grand Lodge shall then be opened on the third degree in
ample form. The Grand Master shall then request tl’}e Grand
Secretary to call the roll, and should the constitutional
number of Lodges be present, the Grand Lodge shall be ready
for business.

2. The Grand Secretary shall read the proceedings of the
last communication, and should no objections be made to the
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same, they shall stand confirmed. If the proceedings of the
last communication are printed, the reading may be dis-
pensed with by a vote of a majority of the members present

3. The Grand Master shall then present his annual
address.

4. The Grand Treasurer shall then present his report.

5. The Grand Secretary shall then present his report.

6. Repealed December, 1919.

7. The Grand Lodge Properties Committee shall then pre-
sent its report.

8. Special committees shall then be called upon for their
reports. All special committees appointed at one commu-
nication to report at the next, shall file their reports with the
Grand Secretary before the opening of the next annual
communication, and all such reports shall lay over for con-
sideration until the second day of the communication, unless
sooner called up for consideration.

9. Unfinished business shall be next in order,

10- Anything for the good of the Order may be then
presented.

11. When the Grand Lodge is called on, the first busi-
ness in order will be the call for reports of committees,
which reports, when submitted shall lie on the table
until the business which was under consideration when
the Grand Lodge was called off shall be disposed of.
When such business is disposed of, the reports shall be
then taken up from the table in the order in which they
were presented, and acted upon, unless a special hour
is appointed for their consideration. Succeeding these,
anything for the good of the Order may be presented.

12. The above order of business may be changed or tem-
porarily dispensed with at any time by the presiding officer

13. If any member while speaking be called to order by the
Grand Master, he shall cease speaking and take his seat until
it is determined whether he is in order or not.

14. No motion shall be debated or be open for discussion
until the same has been reduced to writing, and has been
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seconded and put to the Grand Lodge by the Grand Master

15 When a question is before the Grand Lodge no motion
shall be received but to adjourn the debate, to lay on the

table, to postpone indefinitely, to postpone to a certain day,
to commit or to amend, which several motions shall have
precedence in the order in which they here stand arranged,
and shall with the exception of the last, be decided without
debate. A motion to adjourn is unmasonic, nor can a motion
for “the previous question” be admitted.

15. When a motion has been made and decided upon,
it shall be in order for any member voting in the major-
ity, during the same sitting, or when the Grand Lodge
is next called at the same communication, to move for
a reconsideration thereof ; but no discussion of the main
question shall be allowed until a motion to reconsider
shall have prevailed.

17. Any member may call for a division of the ques-
tion, when the sense will admit of it.

18. When a vote is to be taken on different sums, or
on numbers of times, the question shall be first taken on
the highest sum or number, and on the longest or latest
time

19. Any of the rules of order may be suspended,
altered or rescinde] by a vote of two-thirds of the
members present.

20. No question in this Grand Lodge shall be decided
viva woce without the unanimous consent of the mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge present.

21, Inall questions in the Grand Lodge which are eompe-
tent to be decided by acclamation the vote shall be taken by
holding up the right hand, and the formula for proposing the
question from the Chair shall be in these words. “So many as
are in favor of this motion will hold up the right hand at the
blow of the gavel,” and afterwards: “So many as are opposed
to it will make the same sign;” and the uplifted hands shall,
when necessary, be counted by the Senior Grand Deacon who
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shall report the same to the chair.

22. All cases of order not herein provided for shall be
governed, in the discretion of the Grand Master, by the usual
parliamentary usages, and by the Ancient Masonic customs
and usages.

23. Upon all questions before this Grand Lodge the
vote shall be taken by call of Lodges, whenever such
call is demanded by the representatives of one Subor-
dinate Lodge and seconded by the representatives of
five other Subordinate Lodges, making the concur-
rence of the representatives of six Subordinate Lodges
necessary to sustain the call,

Sec 15. Committees, Commissions and Boards.—The
Grand Master shall, at least two weeks prior to the meeting
of the Grand Lodge, appoint the following Standing Commit-
tees to consist of five or more members each, in the discre-
tion of the Grand Master, and to whom shall be referred the
several matters proper for such reference, to wit Jurispru-
dence, Appeals and Grievance, Distribution of Work, Fi-
nance, Fraternal Relations, and Masonic Education

Committees shall meet and actually enter upon the dis-
charge of their duties at least one day prior to the annual
communication. He shall appoint the following commit-
tees, to consist of five or more members each, to whom
shall be referred the several matters proper for such ref-
crence, to wit: Charters and Dispensations, By-Laws,
Grand Master’s Address, Unfinished Business, and Per
Diem and Mileage.

The Grand Master shall appoint three Past Grand
Masters to serve as the Committee on Work and Cere-
monies. This committee is empowered to make any re-
visions in or give clarification or interpretation of any
and all phases of the Work and the Ceremonies which
it deems to be in the best interest of Freemasonry; and
any act of a majority of the members of this committee
pertaining thereto is official and all Lodges in this Grand
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Jurisdiction, upon receipt of proper notice thereof, must
perform the Work and Ceremonies in conformity thereto.
Provided, this committee shall have no authority to make
revisions or to give clarifications or interpretations which
are subversive of the principles of Masonry or contrary
to the Ancient Landmarks.

Skc. 15a. Commission on Investments.—The Grand
Master shall appoint a Commission on Investments. This
Commission shall be composed of: the Grand Master,
the Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Treasurer, and
three other worthy Master Masons, who shall be quali-
fied and recognized as being experienced and competent
in the field of Investment of Trust Funds.

Term.—The appointive Commission shall serve
stiggered terms of six years each.

Responsibility.—This Commission shall be charged
with the responsibility of recommending to Grand Lodge
the proper safeguarding of all Grand Lodge funds.

Investments.—It shall be the duty of this Commission: To
keep the Grand Lodge advised on Investments; and to in-
struct and direct the Grand Treasurer, with the approval of
the Grand Master, in the investment of all funds, as follows.
(a) Permanent and/or Endowment Funds shaii be in-

vested in accordance with the established Laws

and Statutes of the State of South Carolina regu-
lating the Investment of Trust Funds.

(b) All Other Funds (General, Special or Reserve) of
a3 current or temporary duration shall be:

(1) Deposited as Cash in Institutions whose de-
posits are guaranteed by agencies of the United
States Government; or

(2) Invested temporarily in Bonds, Notes and other
Securities having appropriate maturity dates and
issued by the United States Government or its
guaranteed Agencies.
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Title——All Cash Deposits, Bonds, Notes, and other
Securities owned by the Grand Lodge, or held by its
Subsidiary Committees, Commission or Boards, shall be
registered in the Corporate Name of The Grand Lodge
of Ancient Free Masons of South Carolina and properly
earmarked for the specific fund concerned.

Custodian.—The Grand Treasurer shall be custodian
of all Grand Lodge Funds and Investments. He shall keep
and maintain an appropriate Safety Deposit Box regis-
tered in the name of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free
Masons of South Carolina as the proper depository for
all Securities.

Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Commis-
sion on Investments from directing the Grand Treasurer
to deposit with the Trust Department of any bank in
South Carolina, authorized to operate a Trust Depart-
ment, securities of the Grand Lodge for safekeeping and
the collection of interest on the same; Prowided, how-
ever, that such action must receive the approval of the
Grand Master,

Transfers.—There shall be no intermingling of
designated Funds; or Transfers; or Loans; or other
types of exchanges and transactions between funds; unless
and until specifically Approved by Formal Resolution of
Grand Lodge at an Annual Communication.

Audits,—~All Funds and Accounts of Grand Lodge
shall be audited Annually by a Certified Public Accoun-
tant and his Annual Report published in the Proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge Communication next succeed-
ing. Advanced copies of the annual audit shall be dis-
tributed by direction of the Grand Master.

Accountability.—All transactions of the Commis-
sion on Investments and of the Grand Treasurer shall
be appropriately reported to Grand Lodge at the Annual
Communication.
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SEc. 15b. Finance Committee—

.1—Composition: The Finance Committee shall consist of six (6)
worthy Master Masons recognized as experienced and competent
in managing the financial affairs of an organization, business or
other enterprise or institution comparable to the Grand Lodge. The
Chairman of the Committee shall be designated from these six
members annually by the Grand Master.

By virtue of their positions, the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master, the Grand Treasurer and the Grand Secretary shall auto-
matically be members of the Committee, and except for the Grand
Master, shall have no vote except as specified below.

The Senior and Junior Grand Wardens may attend and partici-
pate in meetings of the Committee at the discretion of the Grand
Master, but shall have no vote.

.2—Term: The ferm of each appointed member shall be four 4)
years, and: no appointed member may serve more than three (3)
consecutive terms, except that the terms of the first, and only the
first members of the Committee appointed under the provisions of
this section when adopted shall be: two (2) members with initial
terms of one (1) year; two (2) members with terms of three (3)
years; and two (2) members with terms of five (5) years.

.3—Duties: To receive and consider all matters pertaining to
finance referred to it by the Grand Lodge. To prepare and submit
to the Grand Lodge at its annual communication, a balanced budg-
et setting forth all the expected revenues and expenditures neces-
sary for the operation of all functions, agencies and committees of
Grand Lodge for the ensuing budget year. Such budget, when
adopted by Grand Lodge, shall govern all expenditures for the
ensuing budget year. And, at the direction of the Grand Master, per-
form all other duties pertaining to Grand Lodge finances not specif-
ically assigned by the Constitution and/or Code to the Grand
Treasurer, the Grand Secretary, the Commission on Investments or
any other agency or committee of the Grand Lodge.

4—Meetings: The Committee shall meet at least quarterly to
review budget performance and other financial matters under its
authority. At least four of the voting members must be present to
conduct business. Decisions and recommendations of the
Committee require a majority vote of the voting members present.
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1n case of a tie vote, the Grand Master, or in his absence the Deputy
Grand Master, shall cast the deciding vote. Additional meetings of
(he Committee are at the call of the Chairman or Grand Master, or
ut the request of a majority of the appointed members.

5—Performance: The Grand Master may remove and replace
any appointed member of the committee failing to attend at least
three of the regularly scheduled quarterly meetings, or who other-
wise fails to perform his duties as assigned.

SeEc 15c. Board of Masonic Relief.—The Board of
Masonic Relief shall consist of the Grand Master, Deputy
Grand Master, Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary, and
two worthy Master Masons appointed by the Grand Mas-
Ler for staggered terms of two years each.

The Board shall meet annually preceding the Annual
Communication of Grand Lodge and at such other times
as the chairman may direct

The duties of the Board shall be to administer the funds
made available to 1t for the relef of all worthy, distressed
Master Masons, their widows and orphans; to fix the
umount to be contributed to each recipient on a basis of
nced and the financial abihty of the Board to meet that
need

The Board shall require annual itemized reports from
the Secretaries of all Subordinate Lodges recerving aid,
which reports shall reflect the names and addresses of re-
apients of Masomie relief, and the amounts received by
the Subordinate Lodges from the Grand Lodge, and the
amounts paid to each recipient

The funds to be dispensed by this Board shall consist of
such an amount as may be recommended by the Commat-
tee on Finance, when approved by Grand Lodge The
sources of such funds available for Relief may be: (a)
The Annual Assessment for Masonic Relief; (b) The
Income from the invested funds speafically designated
for Masonic Relief, (¢) Contributions of the Grand
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of allocated funds for Masonic Relief which is not spe-
cifically designated as Endowment Funds.

The Board shall make an annual report to the Grand
Lodge covering all of its activities, and shall have the
records of the Secrctary and Treasurer audited annually
by a Certified Public Accountant.

Skc 15d Library and Museum Committee.—The
Library and Museum Committee shall consist of not less
than five nor more than seven members to include the
Grand Secretary, the Grand Treasurer, the Chairman of
the Commuttee on Masonic Education, and other qualified
worthy Master Masons appointed by the Grand Master
for staggered terms to expire one member each year.

The Committee shall have in its charge the maintenance
and improvement of the Library and the Museum and of
all matters pertaining thereto., The Committee shall ad-
mimster the funds made available to it for Library and
Museum purposes.

The Commsttee shall make an Annual Report to the
Grand Lodge covering all of its activities, including an
accounting of all funds administered by it.

Sec. 16e Medals.—In addition to the traditional
honors of rank and title bestowed under the authority
of this Grand Lodge, the following decorations are pro-
vided, and authorized to be awarded:

The Twenty-five-year Button, of the design already
approved and adopted by resolution of this Grand
Lodge, shall be awarded through Lodges only to those
Brethren of thelr fellowshlp who have had twenty-five
years’ continuous or accumulated active service. Such
buttons shall be presented only by or through the Lodge
in which the recipient is in good standlng as an active
member.

The Fifty, Sixty and Seventy-year Buttons shall be present-
ed smmuilarly, to those who have been Masons, fifty, sixty or sev-
enty years or more and who are in good standing in their
respective Lodges.
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The Albert G Mackey Medal and button and the Fredrck
Dalcho Certificate of Merit and button be presented only by
the Grand Master of Masons, in the exercige of his own dis-
cretion, exther for eminent service to Freemasonry or for out-
standing service to State or Nation These awards should be
presented only to Brethren whose receipt of the same will
reflect credit upon the institution of Freemasonry, and only
rarely should more than one of each of them be presented in a
Masonic year.

The Past Master’s Jewel, emblem or badge, shall be one
which 1ncludes the Square, Compass and Quadrant with a
blazing sun 1n the center.

The Distriet Deputy Grand Master’s or Past District Deputy
Grand Master’s Jewel, emblem or badge, shall be the same as
described 1n Article 70 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge
and the entire emblem surrounded with a wreath.

The Past Grand Master’s Button or lapel pin shall be the
same as described i Article 70 of the Constitution of the
Grand Lodge for the Grand Master and the entire emblem
surrounded with a wreath.

The designs already in use are again approved and
adopted, and shall not be changed without the enact-
ment of suitable amendment.

SeEc 15f Gifts Committee —The Gifts Commuitee shall
consist of not less than five nor more than seven members to
include the Grand Secretary, the Grand Treasurer, the
Chairman of the Fmance Committee, the Chairman of the
Commuission on Investments, and other quabhfied worthy
Master Masons appomted by the Grand Master to serve for
staggered terms of six years each. The Committee shall be
charged with the responsibility of recommending to the Grand
Lodge whether gifts of any kind, including those made in trust,
are appropriate to be accepted and, of so, upon what terms.

Sec 15g. Perpetual memberships are authorized for partic-
ular Lodges subject to the following terms and conditions:

(1) Any member in good standing and possessing a cur-
rent dues card m a particular Lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction
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may become a perpetual member of his Lodge pursuant to the
provisions of this section.

(2) Life membership purchased by a brother prior to
December 31, 1997, is not mvahdated by the Subordmnate
Lodge.

(8) The member desiring a perpetual membership shall
apply to the Secretary of his Lodge for such a membership on
forms prescribed by the Grand Lodge and shall tender there-
with 1n accordance with 15g (18). The Lodge Secretary shall
complete his part of the application and shall send the same
together with the full fee to the Grand Secretary. The date of
the application shall be the date the Grand Secretary certifies
he received the application.

(4) The application shall be signed by the applicant and
have the certification of the Lodge Secretary. The application
shall not become effective until the applicant’s record has been
certified by the Grand Secretary. If the fee tendered is insuffi-
cient the Grand Secretary shall return the application and fee
to the Subordinate Lodge Secretary for correction and resub-
mittal. A copy of the completed and accepted perpetual mem-
bership application and a certificate of perpetual membership
shall be furnished the applicant and his Lodge by the Grand
Secretary

(5) After the perpetual membership application and fee
have been received and accepted by the Grand Secretary, the
membership fee shall not be refundable except under circum-
stances determined by the Grand Secretary to be mistakes
of fact rendering the applicant inehgible for perpetual
membership as of the date of the application.

(6) After the applicant’s perpetual membership has been
accepted by the Grand Secretary, the perpetual membership
fee shall be paid over to the Grand Treasurer. The funds shall
be placed collectively in a restricted perpetual membership
account These funds shall be accounted for on an individual
Lodge basis, histing the amount a member paid 1nto the fund.
The funds shall be accounted for separately, by the Grand
Treasurer, from all other Grand Lodge funds The funds shall
be audited annually.
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(7) A perpetual member shall owe no further dues to the
Lodge of whach he is a perpetual member A life membership
card shall be 1ssued by the Lodge Secretary.

(8) The Grand Secretary shall, at the time of the annual
mlerest distribution, submit a statement to the Lodge for the
amount covering the proportionate share of the interest
mcome and direct the Grand Treasurer to issue payment for
said amount. The Lodge shall, during the member’s lifetime,
pay to the Grand Lodge the per capita amount designated.

(9) The obtaining of a perpetual membership in one Lodge
by a dual member shall have no effect on his membership in
the other Lodge to which he belongs. To have life membership
1n the Lodge mn which he holds dual membership he must pur-
chase the same m that Lodge.

(10) A perpetual member may affiliate with any Lodge
within this junsdiction. If the Lodge he affihates with has
agreed to participate mn the program, the entire perpetual
membership fee he originally paid shall be transferred to the
account of the Lodge to whach he affihales If he chooses a
Lodge that does not participate in the program, or if the affili-
ation is outside this Grand Jurnsdiction, the entire member-
ship fee shall remamn with the Lodge in which he was a per-
petual member

(11) If a perpetual member shall be suspended, expelled or
withdraws and 1s subsequently restored to good standing or
re-affilates from out of state, his perpetual membership shall
be deemed to be restored

(12) If a Lodge consolidates, surrenders its charter or has
1ts charter arrested, the funds created in that Lodge in the per-
petual membership fund shall follow the member to a Lodge
that partiapates to which he may transfer. If the Lodge he
affihates with does not participate, the funds will be retained
by Grand Leodge 1n accordance with Section 27 of the Code.

(13) An honorary or memonal perpetual membership may
be purchased for one or so honored or as a memonal for a
deceased Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft or Master Mason
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The minumum fee 15 $200.00. The total amount of mnterest
denived therefrom shall be paid annually; seventy-five (75)
percent to the Lodge through which the application was
processed and twenty-five (25) percent to the Grand Lodge

(14) A brother, at any time m the future, may add to the
amount of his perpetual membership through his local Secre-
tary

(15) Applications for perpetual membership shall be on
forms prescribed by the Grand Lodge and the Grand Secretary
shall provide all forms required for the implementation of this
section.

(16) There shall be no cost to the Subordmnate Lodges for
the adminstration of this program by the Grand Lodge.

(17) The formula for determining the fee will be as follows.

AGE FACTOR
21-29 25
30-39 23
40-49 20
50-59 18
60-64 15
65+ 10

The fee is determined by multiplying the annual dues m the
Subordinate Lodge by the factor for the age of the applicant,
1e, Age 44- Lodge dues $30 00; factor=20

$30 x 20 = $600 00 fee due to the Grand Lodge

(18) The interest generated from the investment of these
funds wall be returned to the Subordinate Lodges and 1t will be
their responsibiity to pay the assessment required by the
Grand Lodge for each hfe member. At the time the life mem-
ber reaches forty (40) years of membership in his Lodge, the
Grand Lodge will retain 25 percent of the interest generated,
75 percent being returned to the Lodge for their operation. At
the death of a life member, regardless of the length of tune in
the program, the Grand Lodge will retain 25 percent of the
nterest generated, 75 percent being returned to the Lodge for
their operation

(19) The applicant for perpetual hfe membership may
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select the option to pay the fee in three annual mstallments,
one third of the fee to accompany the application, the remain-
mg portion of the fee to be paid on January 1, each year fol-
lowing the year of the application The dues to the Subordinate
Lodge, n the years between the first and last payment, shall
be borne by the applicant The final payment will entitle the
applicant full status as perpetual hfe member and no further
dues shall be required.

CHAPTER Il
Of Charters, Constituting of Lodges, Extinct or
Defunct Lodges, Etc.

Skc. 16. Petition.—The requisites for the granting of
a charter are:

1. That the petition be signed by at least seven affiliated
Master Masons in good standing, who should append to their
signatures the names and numbers of the Lodges of this
Jurisdiction to which they respectively belong.

2. That it be recommended by the nearest Lodge.

3. That it be accompanied by the certificate of the
Worshipful Master of the nearest Lodge, or the dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master of the district in which said
Loodge is to be chartered, that the hall which it is about
to occupy is secure and suitable for Masonic purposes.

4. That it be accompanied by a certificate signed by the
Dnstrict Deputy Grand Master of the District, that the of-
ficers nominated in the petition have appeared before a
board consisting of the said District Deputy Grand Master
and two Masters or Past Masters of Lodges selected by him,
have undergone an examination, and have proved them-
selves thoroughly conversant with the Ritual of the three
degrees and the Constitution of the Grand Lodge.

5. That the petition for a dispensation to form a new
Lodge shall be held and treated as a petition for a charter.
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6. That whenever a charter is granted to a Lodge U.
D. the dispensation under which the Lodge has been
working continues of force until the Lodge is consti-
tuted under its charter,

SEC. 17. Constituted.—When a new Lodge is organ-
ized and its charter issued, it must be constituted under
the forms and usages of the institution by the Grand
Master or some Master or Past Master duly authorized,
with the officers named in the dispensation and charter,

SEc. 18. Charter.—The control of the charter is with
the Master of the Lodge. It is the certificate of its
organization, and should be kept in the Lodge room,
ready to be produced whenever called for: but its tem-
porary absence from the room does not vitiate work
done. The charter does not create the Lodge. That is
done by the action of the Grand Lodge, of which the
charter is merely the evidence. While, therefore, its
presence in the room is eminently proper and desirable,
it is not absolutely necessary.

SEC. 19, Arrest of Charter.—(8ee Chapter II, Article
35, of the Constitution.)

Sec. 20. Revocation of Charter.—The Grand Lodge
may revoke the charter of a Subordinate Lodge for disobe-
dience of its orders, rules or laws; for insubordination; when-
ever in its judgment the condition of the Lodge as to
discipline, or otherwise, is such that its longer existence is
deleterious to the honor and usefulness of the Craft; or
whenever its depreciated condition as to number, finances,
or interest in the work, shall render revocation proper.

Sec. 21. Arrest and Revocation.—The arrest of a
charter is a mere temporary suspension of the func-

tions of the l.odge until final action shall pbe had by the
Grand Lodge.

The revocation of a charter is the action of the Grand
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Lodge on final hearing declaring it forfeited, when the
lodge becomes extinct.

The Grand Lodge, upon final hearing, may approve
or disapprove the action of the Grand Master; and
although it may approve the action of the Grand Mas-
ter in making the arrest, it may restore the charter
without revocation, if satisfied that the discipline is
already sufficient, aud the good of the Craft will be
thereby subservad. It being the intention that the
Grand Lodge in such cases may exercise a full discre-
tion, having in view the advantages of a wholesome
discipline and the welfare of the Craft.

SEc. 22. Charter Lost.—Whenever the charter of a
Lodge in good standing shall be lost or destroyed, on
proper proof a duplicate thereof shall be issued by the
Grand Secretary, who shall report the fact to the Grand
Lodge at its next annual communication.

Sec. 23. Surrender of Charter.—When any Lodge
shall contemplate the voluntary surrender of its char-
ter, the proposition therefor shall be submitted at a
regular communication, or if for any reason its regu-
lar communicatious are being omitted, then the propo-
sition may be presented to the Master or Secretary. If
presented at a regular communication, action thereon
shall be held at tlie next regular communication held by
the Lodge. 1f the proposition is presented to the Mas-
ter or Secretary, for the reason that there are no meet-
ings of the Lodge, then action shall not be had till the
time for the second regular communication after it is
so presented. Nor shall any such action be had until
each member of the Lodge has been notified of such
contemplated action, by a notice to him in writing,
addressed to him at his last known place of residence,
which notice shalt be mailed at least ten days before
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the contemplated action. The proof of service of such
notice may be made by the Secretary or Acting Secre-
tary as follows, and when so made shall be conclusive
of the fact:

I hereby certify that I Qeeccearamcrimmsunersommeracs sasms Lodge,
NO... ceeentrctennecanesen, , A. F. M,, for the regular communication
thereof, to be held on the... S
..... .., for the purpose of eonsiderlng the question of sur-
rendering the charter, by serving on each member personally
a written notice of the time, place ard purpose of such meet
ing, or by forwarding such a notice to kim by mall at his last
known place of residence. A. B, Secretary,

SEC. 24. Action by Lodge.~At the time specified,
and when the proof of service is filed, the Lodge may
act on the proposition. The Master shall submit the
question: “Shall the charter be surrendered?” The
vote shall be by ballot, with the word “Yes” or “No,”
as each may vote. If a majority vote to surrender,
the charter shall be surrendered, otherwise not. If the
vote is in favor of a surrender, the Grand Master may,
in his discretion, upon the application of not less than
seven members of the Lodge, order another ballot. In such
case the Grand Master shall fix the time, and notice thereof
shall be given

Sec. 25. Status of Members.—Whenever the charter of
a Lodge shall be surrendered or revoked as provided in this
chapter, the status of each member thereof at the date of the
surrender or revocation shall be that of an unaffiliated
Mason in good standing. Upon the return of the books and
records of the Lodge to the Grand Secretary, each of the
members of the Lodge, as shown by such books and records,
shall be entitled to receive from the Grand Secretary, under
the seal of the Grand Lodge, a certificate showing such facts,
which said certificate shall have the force and effect of a
demit: Provided, That no brother shall receive such certifi-
cate until he shall pay to the Grand Secretary, to be credited
to the Lodge, all dues from him to such Lodge at the date of
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its dermuse. And provided, further, That he shall pay to the
Grand Secretary the fee as required in Article 82 of the
Constitution. The Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts
of such Lodge become the Masonic material of the nearest
Lodge to their place of residence, and upon a like certifi-
cate are entitled to apply for advancement therein

SEc. 26 Members in Fault.—No certificate shall be is-
sued as contemplated in the preceding section, in favor of
any member of the Lodge against whom a complaint shall be
lodged with the Grand Secretary to the effect that the re-
vocation of the charter was caused by his misconduct, in the
whole or in part, until directed by the Grand Lodge. In such
case the action of the Grand Lodge may be invoked by the
petition of the member seeking the certificate, and there-
upon the Grand Lodge shall have jurisdiction and may inves-
tigate and decide the matter in a summary way, and at its
discretion, having in view the equitable rights of all
concerned.

SEc 27. Property of—The Grand Lodge takes pos-
session of the Warrant of Constitution of an extinct
Lodge as a matter of right. The Jewels and other property
including real estate, it takes only for safekeeping, making
repairs, maintaining property in a habitable condition,
leasing and administering the same for a period of ten
years as Trustee, and in accordance with the terms of the
Constitution to be restored to the Lodge should it be
revived within ten years. Whenever, therefore, any Lodge
shall surrender its Charter or the same shall be arrested
or revoked, it shall be the duty of the Master, Secretary,
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